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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, THE A C T I N G  SEC- 

RETARY OF WAR, AND THE 
C H I E F  OF S T A F F  

HE step you have taken is a most significant one. By T it you have ceased to be merely individuals, each seek- 
ing to perfect himself to  win his own place in the world, 
and have become comrades in the common cause of making 
the world a better place to live in. You have joined your- 
selves with the entire manhood of the country and pledged, 
as did your forefathers, “your lives, your fortunes and your 
sacred honor” to  the freedom of humanity. 

T h e  enterprise upon which you have embarked is a 
hazardous and difficult one. This is not a war of words; 
this is not a scholastic struggle. I t  is a war of ideals, yet 
fought with all the devices of science and with the power of 
machines. T o  succeed you must not only be inspired by the 
ideals for  which this country stands, but you must also be 
masters of the technique with which the battle is fought. 
You must not only be thrilled with zeal for the common 
welfare, but you must also be masters of the weapons of 
to-day. 

There  can be no doubt of the issue. T h e  spirit that is 
revealed and the manner in which America has responded to 
the call is indomitable. I have no doubt that you too will 
use your utmost strength to maintain that spirit and to carry 
it forward to the final victory that will certainly be ours. 

WOODROW WILSON. 
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As college students you are accustomed to contests of 

physical force. You are familiar with the tedious training 
and self-sacrificing discipline that are required to  develop a 
team that can win the game. You know that the contest is 
won by team work, push, enthusiastic cooperation with one 
another and coordination of every individual talent to the 
single purpose of common success. 

I n  the military struggle in which you are about to enter, 
the same conditions prevail. In  order to  succeed many 
weeks of thoroughgoing training and drill are essential to  
develop the coordination of skill and imagination that is 
essential to achieve the vast and vital end to  which the coun- 
try has pledged its every effort. T h e  fighting machine will 
come into effective working order more rapidly in propor- 
tion as each individual in it devotes his full attention to the 
particular service for which he is best qualified. In entering 
upon this training as student soldiers you have the oppor- 
tunity of developing your abilities to the point where they 
will be most effective in the common struggle. I am sure 
that you will do this in the same spirit and with the same 
enthusiasm that you have always exhibited in the lesser 
struggles to  which you have been accustomed to  devote your 
energies. I am sure that you will rise to  this opportunity 
and show that America, the home of the pioneer, the in- 
ventor and the master of machines, is ready and able to  turn 
its every energy to  the construction of an all-powerful mili- 
tary machine, which will prove as effective in liberating men 
as have the reaper, the aeroplane and the telephone. 

BENEDICT CROWELL, 
Act ing  Secretary of War.  

T h e  Students Army Training Corps has been organized 
to assist in training a body of men from whom the United 
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States will draw officer material in large numbers. T h e  
need for these officers is one of the most imperative con- 
nected with our large army programme, and patriotic young 
men will be given an opportunity to acquire this training with 
the knowledge that they will thus be enabled to  better serve 
their country in the great drive which is to come. Superior 
leadership spells success in war and it is the duty of every 
member of the Student Officers Training Corps to  do his 
utmost to qualify as a leader of men. 

PEYTON C .  MARCH, 
General, Chief of Staff, United States Army. 




