
INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

N an address on the Meaning of the New Institution,l I prepared for  the formal opening of the Rice Institute, 
among several paragraphs recapitulating some of the new 
foundation’s local sources of strength and support, there 
appears a plan for  university extension lectures which has 
since been realized. A part  of one of these paragraphs may 
be quoted here in explanation of the record presented in the 
following pages. 

Another source of unfailing strength to  the new university 
exists ready to  hand in the presence of the several hundred 
college men and women now resident in the city of Houston. 
While the coming of the new institution and contact with its 
life will serve to warm their loyalty to  their own respective 
colleges, because of that very interest and devotion they will 
be quick to interpret sympathetically the aims and ideals of 
the Rice Institute to the citizens of its community. They 
will thus become one of the first of its human assets and one 
of the foremost of its living sources of strength. T o  renew 
and freshen the academic interests of these former col- 
legians, to  stimulate and sustain the intellectual life of the 
teachers of the city’s schools, to tempt business and profes- 
sional workers to  a t  least occasional excursions into the aca- 
demic atmosphere surrounding the university, to keep all the 
members of the Institute in a lively and appreciative sense of 
familiarity with fields of learning and investigation other 
than their own, to  bring all the people of the city and com- 
munity into more intimate touch with the academic life of 
the university, and to  carry the influence of that  life directly 

1 See the Rice Institute Pamphlet, Vol. I, No. I ,  pp. 45-13a. 
I 



2 University Extension Lectures 
to  many homes not represented on the rolls of its under- 
graduate o r  postgraduate students, regular series of public 
lectures, in the form of university extension lectures, will be 
offered without matriculation fee o r  other form of admission 
requirement. These performances are to be authoritative 
in character, but as non-technical and popular in treatment 
as their subjects will permit. From domains of literature, 
science, art,  philosophy, and politics, subjects of current in- 
terest will be chosen as well as those of assured and perma- 
nent value. T h e  present plan for university extension lec- 
tures a t  the Institute consists in giving each academic year 
two regular series of thirty-six lectures each, the first series1 
running through three divisions of twelve lectures each on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, from the middle of 
November to  the middle of February, and the second series 
running similarly from the middle of February to  the middle 
of May. All these lectures will be delivered in the lecture 
halls and amphitheaters of the Institute, each afternoon lec- 
ture beginning promptly at 4:30 and closing not later than 
5:30. In  addition to  the afternoon lectures occasional 
Thursday evening lectures will be given. 

T h e  plan has met with hearty response on the part  of the 
people of Houston and the press of the state. T h e  Mon- 
day, Wednesday, and Friday lectures have appeared in 
abstracts, of from five hundred to  twenty-five hundred 
words, regularly in the Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 
editions of the Galveston News, the Houston Post, and the 
Houston Chronicle. T h e  attendance on the lectures has 
ranged from some thirty to more than a thousand auditors 
a t  a single lecture. Several of the courses have been deliv- 

1 In the sequel, by way of abbreviation, the lectures of the first series of 
each academic year will be referred to as Autumn lectures of the calendar 
year in which the series began, and those of the second series as Spring lec- 
tures of the calendar year in which they were delivered. 
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ered a t  the City Auditorium, and some of the lectures have 
been repeated at  other points in the state. By the end of the 
current academic year ( 1917-1S), whose normal pro- 
gramme has been somewhat curtailed by war conditions, an 
aggregate of sixty-six courses of from three to twelve lec- 
tures each, totalling three hundred and twenty-four lectures, 
will have been given by Messrs. Wilson (30), Wh'  itmore 
( 3 ) ,  Wendt  ( 3 ) ,  Weiser ( 6 ) ,  Weber ( 6 ) ,  Watkin ( 1 8 ) ,  
Ward ( 3 ) ,  Van Sicklen ( 3 ) ,  Tsanoff (27), Tidden ( 3 ) ,  
Reinke ( 3 ) ,  Pound ( 3 ) ,  Muller (6), Huxley ( 6 ) ,  Hum- 
phrey ( 6 ) ,  Hughes ( 6 ) ,  Hitch ( 6 ) ,  Heaps  ( 6 ) ,  GuCrard 
(42), Graustein ( 3 ) ,  Glascock ( IS), Evans ( 6 ) ,  Dumble 
( 3 ) ,  Diamant ( 3 ) ,  Daniel1 ( 3 ) ,  Caldwell (9), Blayney 
( IS), Blanchard ( IS), Axson (60), Altenburg ( 3 ) ,  the 
numbers in parentheses indicating the total number of lec- 
tures delivered by each of these gentlemen, respectively. 






