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PROGRAM 

Prelude and Fugue on B-A-C-H 

Cantabile 

Piece Heroi"que 

INTERMISSION 

Sonata in A Major, Op. 65 No. 3 

Resurrection (Symphonie-Passion) 

Prelude and Fugue on the Name of Alain 

(Improvisation) 

The Shepherd School of Music 

Franz Liszt 
( 1811-1886) 

Cesar Franck 
( 1822-1890) 

Cesar Franck 

Felix Mendelssohn 
( 1809-1847) 

Marcel Dupre 
( 1886-1971) 

Maurice Durufle 
(1902-1986) 

gratefully acknowledges the assistance and support 
of St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

in hosting this event. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Born in 1949, PHILIPPE LEFEBVRE owes his interest in organ as a pro
fession to the legendary Notre-Dame Cathedral organist Pierre Cochereau. 

At the age of nineteen, he held the position of organist at the cathedral of 
Arras, all the while continuing his studies at the Paris Conservatory, where he 
was awarded first prize in organ, improvisation, fugue, and counterpoint. 
Prize winner of the Foundation de la Vocation and first prize winner at the 
Lyons International Improvisation Competition in 1972, he won the grand 
prize for improvisation a year later at the Chartres International Organ Com
petition and was appointed organist at this famous cathedral in 1976. In 
1985, he was chosen (along with three others) to succeed Pierre Cochereau 
as organist at Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris. 

As an administrator as well as an artist, Philippe Lefebvre has, since 1980, 
been director of the Conservatory in Lille, the center of the largest metropoli
tan area in northern France. Under his leadership this important school of 
music, theatre, and dance provides professional instruction for 1,500 students, 
both French and foreign. As a native of this region, he also devotes himself 
to the restoration of historic organs and the building of new instruments. 

Lefebvre, a member of the National Commission for Organs, has recently 
been instrumental in the revolutionary computerization of the historic organ at 
Notre-Dame Cathedral. The massive 7,000-pipe organ is France's largest, a 
masterwork installed in 1868 by Aristide Cavaille-Coll. A century later the 
organ was restored. And now, following in the tradition of Couperin, Franck, 
and Messiaen, all of whom performed there, some of Europe's greatest or
ganists offer free recitals every Sunday in the late afternoon. These, as well as 
the candlelight Easter vigil and Christmas Eve Mass, attract large crowds. 
The cathedral's seating capacity for Mass and organ concerts is nearly 
10,000. 

Philippe Lefebvre has played in recitals and as a soloist with orchestras 
for many important music festivals and has produced numerous recordings on 
the FY-RCA label, including the complete works of several French compos
ers. In this way, his career united the re-creation ofworksfrom the organ 
repertory with the spontaneity of improvisation, in which he is an acknow
ledged master. 


