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PROGRAM 
Trio in E Minor, Hob. XV No. 12 . ..... . ........ ... . . ....... .. .... . . .. .. . ..... Haydn 

Allegro Moderato 
Andante 

Rondo - Presto 

(1732-1809) 

Trio inC Major, Op. 87 . .... . ... .. . . ....... . . . ........ . .. . .. . ... . . . ........ Brahms 
Allegro 

Andante con moto 
Scherzo - Presto 
Allegro giocoso 

INTERMISSION 

(1833-1897) 

Trio in A Minor, Op. 50 ............ . ..................... . ...... . ...... Tchaikovsky 
/. Pezzo elegiaco: Moderate assai -

Allegro giusto 
II. Tema con variazioni: Andante con moto 

Ill. Variazioni Finale e Coda 
Allegro risoluto e con fuoco 

Andante con moto 

The Yuval Trio is represented by Byers, Schwalbe & Associates 
One Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003 (212) 260-3320 

Photographing and sound recording are prohibited. 

(1840-1893) 

We further request that audible paging devices not be used during ~rformances. Paging arrangements may be made with ushers. 

If it is anticipated that tickets will not be used, subscribers are encouraged to turn them in for resale . 
This is a tax-deductible donation. Call 527-4933. 

Stage greenery by Village Greenery and Flowers. 

Public relations senica by Kate Crady Public Relations. 

KUHF88.:7FM 
The radio voice of Houston Friends of Music 
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PROGRAM NOTES 

Trio in E Minor, Hob. XV No. 12 .......•.........•••.......•....... Josef Haydn (1732-1809) 

Haydn wrote this trio in 1788, about the same time as the "Oxford" Symphony. It was published 

in Vienna, along with two other trios. Haydn had until now written for the harpsichord, but he 

composed these three trios on a new instrument, a forte piano by Wenzel Schanz. In theE minor 

trio, a scrupulously fashioned Allegro moderato is followed by a charming elaborately or

namented, almost Rococo Andante movement in E Major. The brilliantly exciting Rondo-Presto 

demonstrates the new tonal and dynamic possibilities of the forte piano. 

Trio inC Major, Op. 87 ............•.......•.................. Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

In the C Major piano trio, written between 1880 and 1882, Brahms composed a work which clearly 

established him as a master of this medium. Rich in invention, with an abundance of thematic 

material, the first movement is propelled along by a weighty syncopated piano part. The second 

movement, in A minor, consists of five variations on a Scottish ballad. The Scherzo in C minor is 

an eerie, ghost-like movement in a restless 6/8 meter, contrasted strikingly by a broadly good

humoured trio inC Major. The Finale also inC Major, is a whimsical movement built upon a rich 

string theme. Great variety of thematic material and innovative modulations carry the movement 

to a bright fortissimo in the Coda. 

Trio in A minor, Op. 50 ........••.•..•••.••• , ••••••...... Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 

Composed immediately after the death of Nicolai Rubenstein in 1881, this trio is dedicated "to the 

memory of a great artist." Rubenstein was then considered to be Russia's greatest pianist and was 

one of Tchaikovsky's most dedicated friends. The first movement opens with an exquisite melodic 

style. The second movement is a set of variations on a theme reminiscent of a Russian folk tune, 

with variations in several forms: a waltz, a mazurka, a dirge, a folk dance, and a fugue (often 

omitted). The last variation is of a heroic and brilliant nature, leading to the finale and coda, based 

upon the first theme of the first movement and ending with a lam~nt and a funeral march. 

Program Notes by Constance Dvoretzky 



THE YUV AL TRIO 

The "YUVAL TRIO" was established in Tel Aviv, Israel, in 1969 and soon thereafter gained 
world recognition as one of the finest piano trios on the international scene. Its first North 
American tour in 1971 was followed by annual tours in Europe, Latin America, as well as the U.S. 
and Canada. 

In 1973 the trio was chosen as laureate of the European Festival Association, and has per
formed since in many European festivals such as: Vienna, Strasbourg, Paris, Montreux, Stresa, 
Ascona and Flanders as well as the Israel Festival. 

Among other works in its wide and varied repertoire, the trio includes the Beethoven Triple 
concerto which it has played with many renowned orchestras such as the Israel Philharmonic. The 
Pittsburgh and Baltimore Symphonies, The Frankfurt Radio orchestra and many others. 

The Trio's recordings for DGG and CBS Masterworks received excellent reviews, and its 
recording of Dvorak's "Dumky" trio and Smetana trio was chosen as the "Selection of the 
month'' by the leading French record magazine ''Harmonie.'' 

JONATHAN ZAK (piano) a native of Tel-Aviv, graduated from The Jerusalem Academy of Music 
and The Juilliard School of Music, where he received his M. S. Degree under Beveridge Webster and 
Edvard Stevermann. He has performed extensively in the U. S., Canada, South America, Europe and 
Israel as a soloist with orchestras, a member of chamber groups and an accompanist. He has also given 
numerous piano recitals. Mr. Zak is described by The Los Angeles Times as "a pianist of rippling fluency 
and tonal finesse." 

In Israel Jonathon Zak has appeared as soloist with all the major orchestras including The Israel 
Philharmonic under Zubin Mehta and The Jerusalem Symphony. He is now appearing regularly in piano 
recitals and has accompanied such guest artists as ltzhak Perlman, Jean-Pierre Pampal, Paul Tortelier and 
Maureen Forrester. Mr. Zak has recorded numerous programs for The Israel Radio as well as other 
prominent radio stations throughout Europe. 

Currently Jonathon Zak is an Associate Professor of Music at The Tel-Aviv Rubin Academy of Music 
of the Tel-Aviv University. 

URI PIANKA, (violin) was born in Tel-Aviv in 1937. He received his basic musical education in 
Israel. At the age of 16 he was awarded a scholarship at the Juilliard School of Music in New York where 
he was accepted as a pupil of Ivan Galamian and Dorothy DeLay. In 1958 Mr. Pianka won the first prize in 
the annual Juilliard violin competition and appeared as a soloist with the Juilliard Orchestra, playing the 
Samuel Barber violin concerto. His many activities include performing in numerous chamber music con
certs and teaching chamber music at Brandeis University in Boston. He is also a prize winner of the famed 
Queen Elizabeth competition in Brussels. 

For 18 years Uri Pianka has been the Concertmaster of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra under the 
musical direction of Zubin Mehta and has been chosen by Mr. Mehta to appear as a soloist in every Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra tour abroad. Among the countries he has appeared are: The United States, Ger
many, Sweden, England, France, Brazil, South America, Australia and Japan. Mr. Pianka's performance 
of the Bartok violin concerto at the Barcelona Festival was acclaimed as the high point of the festival. 
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Uri Pianka was recently invited to sit on the jury of the prestigious Jacques Thibaud competition in 
France. Announced as the Concertmaster for the Houston Symphonic Orchestra beginning in July of 
1987, his activities that season included invitations to play with other major orchestras including: The 
Frankfurt Radio, and Israel Radio Orchestras, and the Pittsburgh and Baltimore Symphonies. Last season 
he performed the Lutoslawski violin concerto in Bergen, Norway with the composer conducting. 

SIMCA HELED (cello) was born in Israel and began making music at the age of six. He graduated 
from The Tel Aviv Academy of Music. At 24 years of age he was appointed principal cellist of the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra by Zubin Mehta. Mr. Heled has appeared as soloist with that Orchestra many 
times in Israel and on tours and has also recorded a few concertos with them. 

In 1973 Simca Heled left the Philharmonic Orchestra to pursue a solo career. As a soloist, chamber 
musician (member of The Yuval Trio) and recitalist he has toured extensively in Europe, the United States, 
Africa, Australia, South America, Israel and Canada and performed under the batons of Lorin Maazel, 
Aldo Ceccato, Sergiu Comissiona, Antal Dorati, Herbert Blomstedt and others. 

Mr. Heled has recorded for Deutsche Grammophon, CBS, Conoisseur Society, In-Sync and Iradisc 
labels and adds now with pride MMG-Vox to this list. 

Simca Heled is Artistic Director of "Concerts Plus" in New York- an organization praised for its 
innovative programming concepts. "Concerts Plus" gives ten concerts every season, broadcast "live" on 
WQXR Radio in New York. 

The Yuval Trio ... 
NEW YORK 

In addition to its technical expertise and tonal suavity, the trio digs behind the notes. The New York Times 

LOS ANGELES 
For all the precision and unanimity of thought and execution - there is a remarkable flexibility and spon
taneity to the Yuval playing. The Los Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON 
I have never heard a trio play with such brio. Its vitality is infectious, even euphoric... The Yuval Trio 
produce a sound that is brilliant and the excitement is magnificent. The Washington Evening Star 

MUNICH 
The "YUV AL" Trio, most certainly, belongs today to the best piano trio formations on the international 
scene. Suddeutsche Zeitung 

AMSTERDAM 
This is, no doubt, what Brahms had in mind when he said: "You can do it your own way, as long as you do it 
beautifully.'' Algemeen Handelsblatt 

FRANKFURT 
The Yuval trio belongs to the elite of its profession. Frankfurter Allgemeine 

ZURICH 
The "YUV AL "trio gave us an exemplary performance. Neue Zurcher Zeitung 

LONDON 
This is indeed a mature and experienced group. The London Times 


