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Save Duncan's butt! 
See why one Rice alumus thinks 
Duncan's fines are unfair. 

P. 3 A U P.10 
IGngTut comes to Houston 
The Museum of Fine Arts hosts a multimedia piled, informa-
tive exhibit of King Tufs tomb. 

SPOBT8 fell 
Men's basketball outperforms expectations 
Freshmen had a strong showing as Rice dominated the Uni-
versity of New Orleans in the season opener. 
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52A classes 
adopt waitlist 
for spring term 

BY JENNIFER S H E N 
THRESHER STAFF 

The new waitlist option for registering 
for classes became fully available last Sun-
day, when s tudents started to register for 
spring semester courses. 

The waitlists arrange students on a first-
come, first-served basis so that students can 
get in line for classes instead of having to 
constantly check for empty spots. 

The Office of the Registrar tested the 
waitlist on a few classes this semester and 
decided that it was successful. According 
to David Tenney, Vice President for Admin-
istration of the Office of the Registrar, all 
professors were given the option to offer 
waitlists for their classes in the spring se-
mester, and 524 out of 2,374 class sections, 
approximately 22 percent, chose to do it. 
He expects an increase in the next few se-
mesters. 

Student Association President Georgia 
Lagoudas said of the 2,141 students signed 
up on a waitlist so far, 296 of them have 
received emails about available spots. 

"Waitlisting gives us — the depart-
ments, instructors, administrat ions — the 
ability to measure course demand, which 
is something we never had before," Ten-
ney (Sid Rich *87) said. "[This way], the 
instructors can see if they want to increase 
the cap or offer another section." 

The SA wants to make sure the Regis-
trar is aware of student concerns about 
waitlists, which have included not know-
ing about it in advance and not being able 
to register for required courses, Lovett Col-
lege senior Lagoudas said. 

"From the SA's perspective, we want to 
be proactive," Lagoudas noted. "It caught 
us off-guard too, and we wan; to resolve 
issues and make sure the Registrar knows 
what student concerns are because it's 
something so many students are passion-
ate about." 

Martel College sophomore Meagan 
John said she used to ask upperclassmen 
friends to reserve spots for her. 

"With the waitlist, we can't [reserve 
spots anymore], and it sucks," John said. "[I 
realize] we're complaining about [the reg-
istration process] being fair, which is sad." 

McMurtry College junior Vivian Chu 
said she is frustrated with not being able 
to sign up for her major requirements. 

"Several professors in the [Economics] 
Department are adhering to [the] notion 
of keeping the classes small," Chu said. 
"They overlooked the fact that there's an 
overwhelming amount of students at Rice 
who are either double-majoring or major-
ing in economics." 

In response to this concern, Tenney 
said that even though the decision to in-
crease class sizes or add sections is up to 
each department , he believes that Rice 
will do its best to ensure that registration 
will not prevent s tudents from graduating 
on time. 

"I would tell any s tuden t not to wor-
ry if they must have a course , " Tenney 
said. "Let the wait l is t work its way, and 
if they still don ' t get in, they can always 
pe t i t ion ." 

House majority leader visits Rice 
PROTESTERS INTERRUPT SPEECH WITH MIC-CHECK 

BY J O S H R U T E N B E R G 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

House Majority Leader Eric Cantor visit-
ed the James A. Baker III Institute for Public 
Policy last Thursday to discuss his views on 
the American dream and answer questions 
from s tudents in an open forum. 

Following a brief introduction by Presi-
dent David Leebron, a group consisting of 
Rice University s tudents and other pro-
testers stood up and chanted using a "mic 
check" style of repetitive speech, character-
istic of the Occupy Wall Street protests. 

"We find it an outrage to welcome Eric 
Cantor," one protester yelled to the crowd, 
with the rest of the protesters repeating af-
ter him. After several minutes of chanting, 
Rice University Police Department officers 
escorted the protesters, estimated at around 
20 in number by this reporter, out of the 
Baker Institute. 

All a t tendees were required to show their 
university identification or media creden-
tials for entry into the event. 

"Free speech does not include the right 
to interfere with the expressions and ideas 
with which you disagree," Leebron said 

over the chant ing protesters. "You will be 
willfully escorted away for not respecting 
the fundamenta l principle of free speech 
within the university." 

"Only in America," Cantor said after 
once again taking the stage. 

Cantor began his speech by warning that} 

American politics are heading in the wrong di-
rection and that we need to identify problems 
and figure out solutions to those problems. 

"Too often, our politics and our govern-
ment have become obstacles to American 
progress and prosperity," Cantor said. 
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Rice maintains top rankings for athlete graduation rates 
BY E L L E N L I U 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice has achieved top marks once again, 
ranking sixth and fourth out of 120 Division 
I-A schools in Graduation Success Rates 
(GSR) and Federal Graduation Rates (FGR) for 
s tudent-athletes , respectively, according to a 
report released by the NCAA a few weeks ago. 

Rice athletes topped those of schools like 
Stanford and Vanderbilt University by main-
taining a GSR of 95 percent and raising its 
FGR two points to 85 percent. Furthermore, 
Rice's general s tudent body ranked sixth in 
Division I-A with a FGR of 92 percent. 
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Time's up! 
Today is the deadline to have at least 12 
hours registered for next semester. Make 
sure you have got something there, even if 
you are just one spot away from being at the 
top of the waitlist because the Registrar will 
not wait for you. Late fees will be applied if 
you are not registered before 5 p.m. 

Not quite as sleazy as underwear 
It's all about neon, white pants and wearing 
sunglasses at night. Jones' fall party Red Light 
District looks to bring out the trashy side of 
Amsterdam this Saturday at 10 p.m. Pull on 
those fishnets and deep-v shirts for this wild 
night — just make sure your safeword is some-
thing you c m pronounce. 

The end is near INDEX 
Thanksgiving break starts next Thursday. There Opinion 2 
will be no paper next week because of the short News 6 

week. However, it means the end of the semes- Features 8 

ter is close! Time for one final push to the end Arts 8t Entertainment 9 
before winter holidays begin. Be the little train Sports 11 

who could — I think I can, I think I can! Calendar 15 
Backpage 16 

PLEASE RECYCLE 
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Cantor protestors stifle 

proper discourse 
Eric Cantor's appearance at Rice last Thursday marked the second 

on-campus talk given by a prominent politician in as many weeks 
(see story, pg. l). However, the storyline quickly shifted from the Ma-
jority Whip to the "99% protestors" who mic-checked him within the 
first few seconds of his speech. 

Moments after the chanting began, President David Leebron re-
asserted order to the situation by swiftly chastising the protesters 
for their attempts to silence free discourse; Leebron was impressive 
both in message and in tone. With a calm but curt demeanor, Leebron 
pointedly exposed the ironic fallacies of the demonstrators. In their 
efforts to promote ideals which they felt were in the best interest of the 
country, they undercut the concept of free discourse that our demo-
cratic state relies upon to survive. 

Certainly, the protestors have a constitutional right to rally against 
Cantor as they did; unfortunately, they did so in a manner that was 
disrespectful, tactless and unproductive. While the demonstrators 
could have taken the route of picketing, posing tough questions in 
the question and answer session, or publishing anti-Cantor opinions, 
they instead chose a route which took away from the conversation 
rather than adding to it. Ultimately we are an elite university com-
mitted to learning more and expand our horizons. That is precisely 
why we invest resources to bring speakers of all fields and opinions 
to campus; we are priviliged to host one of the most prominent mem-
bers of congress, and he is due our respect and diligence — even if we 
choose to disagree with him or even demonstrate that disagreement 
in an appropriate manner. 

Regardless of the ethics of this particular debate, it should have 
never progressed to the point that people unassociated with Rice were 
given the opportunity to protest Cantor. While several demonstrators 
were Rice undergraduate or graduate students, at least two members 
of the demonstration were subsequently arrested for not having ap-
propriate credentials to enter the lecture hall. Of course, this elicits 
great concerns about the event's security. While the protesters were 
harmless, the second-ranking Republican in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives should not be subjected to an environment that people 
are able to seemingly slip into without appropriate identification. The 
light RUPD presence was also a bit surprising, and the response time 
to the protestors was less than impressive. While Cantor also had per-
sonal security, the fact that Rice public parties have a more visible po-
lice presence than Cantor's speech did is a bit perplexing. Certainly, 
security protocol needs to be revised for future high-profile speakers 
at Rice. 

While the protestors' methods were rude and counter-productive, 
their passion can not be questioned. Rice students can often be politi-
cally apathetic, but those who participated in the Cantor mic-check 
clearly are not. The Thresher hopes that these students will channel 
their political fervor in a more productive manner in the future. The 
events surrounding Cantor's speech still have the potential to open a 
productive dialogue if all parties involved can simply proceed with an 
honest desire for open discourse. 

ESTHER waitlist needs tweaks 
Among many of its recent upgrades, the Office of the Registrar has 

added a waitlist feature to ESTHER'S course registration (see story, 
pg. 1). While the waitlist restored some order to the special-registra-
tion frenzy that inevitably follows normal ESTHER registration, it was 
not without problems. Most notably, seniors needing a class to gradu-
ate were initially unable to special-register for a class with priority be-
cause pofessors were prohibited from signing any forms whatsoever. 

Fortunately in a follow-up email on its procedures, the Registrar's 
Office has added a procedure by which graduating seniors who need 
a specific class to graduate may petition to skip the waitlist. Unfortu-
nately, the waitlist is still impartial about the students' majors as they 
attempt to enroll in the class. Currently, a student taking a course as a 
totally free elective may gain admittance before a student who needs 
the course to stay on track for his or her major. Ideally, the waitlist will 
gain the ability to differentiate and prioritize students on the waitlist 
by factors such as seniority and major instead of purely in a first-
come, first-served manner. The waitlist is a great idea, but it needs 
oversight and discretion. A student's academic path should not be 
decided purely by the arbitrary seconds which separate positions on 
the waitlist. 

Errata 
In the Homecoming photo spread in last week's issue, caption 

number one should have referred to the Rice Program Council . Cap-
tion number sue should have acknowledged Peter Boie. Caption num-
ber seven should have included the RPC's collaboration with SpoCo 
for the Upright Citizens Brigade. The Thresher regrets these errors. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

To the Editor: 

I was qui te su rpr i sed a n d dis-
appo in t ed that you pub l i shed a 
p ic ture of an al leged sexual of-
fender in the cur ren t i s sue of the 
Thresher. 1 was u n d e r the impres-
sion tha t on a college c a m p u s , of 
all p laces , p r e sumed innocence 
was a maxim prac t iced by you 
and your s taff . 1 u n d e r s t a n d the 
gravity of the charges aga ins t Mr. 
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Steiner, but unt i l he has his day 
in cour t , he is guilty of no th ing . 
Pub l i sh ing a p ic ture of him will 
expose him to r idicule and in the 
worst case scenar io violence. He 
will be os t racized from the Rice 
communi ty , and da re I say any-
one who might read your paper . 
It doesn ' t mat te r what Channe l 13 
says or what the District Attorney 
says. He is innocen t unt i l a jury of 
his peers says o therwise . 

Josh Rutenberg 
Editor in Chief 

ART 

Zach Castle Design Director 
Rachel Marcus News Designer 
Alexandra Moharam Photo Editor 
Mathison Ingham Photo Editor 

BACKPAGE 
Zach Casias Editor 
Anthony Lauriello Editor 
Alex Weinheimer Editor 

WEB 

Dennis Qian Web Editor 
Tyler Siegert Asst. Web Editor 
Veronica Rae Saron Social Media Dir. 

BUSINESS 

Julian Yao Manager 
Sean Kim Distribution Manager 
Murtuza Martani Distribution Manager 

ADVERTISING 
Rick Song/Ids Manager 
Heaven Chen Classified Ads Manager 

In our zeal to protect victims of 
crime we might overreact and do 
things that we question in hindsight, 
but we must remember that all peo-
ple have a presumption of innocence 
guaranteed by our Constitution. 

Joseph Biekman 

Wiess College sophomore 

The Rice Thresher, the official student news 
paper at Rice University since 1916, is pub-
lished each Friday during the school year, 
except during examination periods and holi-
days, by the students of Rice University. 

Letters to the Editor must be received by 
5 p.m. the Monday prior to publication and 
must be signed, including college and year if 
the writer is a Rice student. Letters should not 
exceed 250 words in length. The Thresher re-
serves the rights to edit letters for content and 
length and to place letters on our Web site. 

Editorial and business offices ar? 
located on the second floor of the Ley 
Student Center: 

6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone (713) 348 4801 
Fax (713) 348-5238 

Email: thresher(a)rice.edu 
Website: www.ricethresher.onf 

Unsigned editoriaLs represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All 
other opinion pieces represent solely the 
opinion of the piece's author. 
The Thresher is a member of the ACP, TIPA 
and CNBAM © Camp 
Copyright 2011 
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Op-Ed__ 
Joe Pater no's mistake 
revolves around denial 

Watching the events at Pennsylvania 
State University unfold over the last two 
weeks, I find myself surprised by how 
strong my reaction has been. I've always 
liked Penn State. My grandparents met 
there and I have friends who grew up 
Nittany Lion fans, but I've never been 
super attached to the school or the foot-
ball program. 

GabeCuadra 

I've also found myself surprised 
by how different my reaction has been 
compared to that of others. As the alle-
gations surfaced that former defensive 
coordinator Jerry Sandusky had sexually 
abused eight boys and that multiple fig-
ures within Penn State including the uni-
versity president and legendary football 
coach Joe Patemo had failed to notify 
police after a graduate assistant raised 
concerns, a palpable anger surfaced 
from the media and the general public. 

However, my strongest reaction was 
not of anger, but one of real sadness. Sad-
ness because these allegations will make 
it harder for the thousands of men who 
really do want to be a positive impact in 
boys lives. Sadness because boys may 
have become victims for trusting an au-
thority figure. Sadness for Joe Patemo, 
who I believed - and I think I still believe 
- dedicated himself to doing the best by 
his players and by his university through-
out his career (the same may be able to be 
said for the other Penn State officials fired 
in conjunction with the investigation). 

Many may find it unbelievable that J 
feel sadness for Patemo, who allegedly 
failed to report or stop sexual abuse of a 
child. But I ask that you please read on 
and hear me out. 

We'll likely never know exactly 
what conversations went on between 
Paterno, his graduate assistant, and 
the school officials Paterno spoke with 
about the incident. At best we're relying 
on witness accounts from a decade ago, 
and the human memory is notorious for 
changing key details. 

So I want to paint a different picture 
of what may have happened, partly 
because it stands in contrast to a mali-
cious cover up story, but mostly because 
I think it provides lessons very relevant 
in the life of college students. 

Instead of working to cover up the al-
legations, what if what plagued Patemo 

and the other Penn State officials was 
denial? 

It must have been easy to believe that 
there must have been a mistake, that 
Sandusky must have actually just been 
horsing around. Maybe he did some-
thing stupid in showering in the locker 
room with a young boy, but sexual as-
sault? After all, Sandusky had been on 
Paterno's staff for years. Moreover, he 
genuinely seemed to want to do the best 
by kids. Among other things, he had 
started a youth charitable foundation, 
The Second Mile, and he and his wife 
had adopted six kids. 

What, they must have said, if it was 
just stupid horse play? And if it was just 
horseplay, they must have thought, why 
bring an unnecessary firestorm onto a 
friend, a program and a university? 

This rationalized denial doesn't jus-
tify their inaction. But as students, we 
will likely find ourselves in a position 
where it's easy to fall into this kind of de-
nial. Maybe it is a friend who we suspect 
might be struggling with alcoholism. It's 
easy to convince ourselves they must 
have it under control, and take no action. 

Maybe it's a teammate in an un-
healthy relationship. We may mention 
it to another friend, but it's easy to con-
vince ourselves that we must not really 
know what their relationship is like, or 
that they seem happy, so we stay silent. 
We don't rock the boat. 

Or maybe a friend just doesn't seem 
like herself. But we're not sure, and we're 
worried about what they'll think or say if 
we ask. So we don't. 

There have been times during my 
career at Rice University where I have 
fallen into this trap, unfortunately at 
times with serious consequences. And 
looking back, I didn't even realize that I 
was doing it. I just did. 

So how do we keep ourselves from 
falling into these traps? I don't have all 
the answers, but I believe recognizing 
when we are going down the road of 
denial is an important start. Even when 
we do recognize it, we must then take 
a difficult and sensitive step of action. 
It's a step that often takes us out of our 
comfort zone, even if it's something as 
simple as asking "Are you Ok?" or saying 
"I'm worried about this." 

"With the benefit of hindsight, I wish 
I would have done more." 

These were the words of Joe Paterno 
as events unfolded last week. 

Going forward, I hope we learn from 
this tragedy. 

Going forward, I hope we do more. 

Gabe Cuadra is a 
Will Rice college senior. 

Baker 13 incident unfair for Baker student 
On Oct. 31, 2008 I ran Baker 13 

for the first time. That night I trotted 
around in all my glory, proud to be 
participating in such a storied tradi-
tion. After all, Baker 13 on Halloween 
is one of the few chances in your life 
where you can run naked with over 
250 of your closest friends. Otherwise, 
you have to wait until your 60s when 
you join that nudist colony outside of 

ConnorHayes 
Boca Raton that your awkward uncle 
always fantasizes about. In any event, 
I was proud to participate in the for-
mer instead of anticipating the latter. 

All 250 of those who ran with me 
that night probably remember it not 
for the exciting time they had streak-
ing across campus, but instead for the 
moment when the proverbial shit hit 
the fan. Or, in this case, the moment 
the butt hit the window. The other 
runners and I rounded our final turn 
after attending an alumni wedding at 
Valhalla and planned to pass Fondren 
Library on our way back to Baker. 
Then, with a loud crash, the night 
changed dramatically for a few of us. 

A friend of mine shattered one of 
the giant quad-facing windows in 
Fondren in an attempt to "stamp" it 
with his butt print. A common oc-
currence during Baker 13, I might 
add. Not only was the window bro-
ken, however, his butt was as well. It 

wasn't a pretty sight at all. Let's just 
say that this much blood streaming 
from a butt should be limited to very, 
very few situations. I'm not really 
even sure what any of those situations 
might be — however, this was not one 
of them. 

After dealing with a night at the 
hospital on Halloween, medical ex-
penses and general humiliation, this 
student was asked to pay Rice Univer-
sity for the cost of the window. At the 
time, the Thresher reported that the 
estimated cost was $3,000. 

Fast forward to Halloween night 
2011.1, now a member of the working 
class, am cozied up in my arartraent 
on a Monday night enjoying reruns 
of the "Golden Girls" and a six pack 
of Bud Ice. Little did I know, history 
was repeating itself. Another student, 
a current Bakerite, suffered the same 
accident on the very same window. 
There was but one stark difference 
between the 2008 and 2011 accidents, 
however. The second time around the 
window would cost $15,000. 

Now, I'm no doctor, but a 500 
percent increase in the cost of a win-
dow over three years is completely 
unprecedented. Before you throw all 
of your money into the apparently lu-
crative window markets, let me walk 
you through a few reasons to hold off. 
Apple Inc., for example, had a clos-
ing stock price of $107.59 on Oct. 27, 
2008. Three years later on Oct. 31,2011 
it closed at $400.24 — an absolutely 
stunning 372 percent increase. So, 
Rice University means to tell me that 
during this same time period the cost 
of a single window outperformed the 
strongest company on the market by 
over 125 percent? This, friends, seems 
unlikely. Aside from just deciding on 

an arbitrary number, I have absolutely 
no clue how this $15,000 figure could 
have possibly been reached. 

The student facing these charges 
is now essentially handcuffed by the 
university. Not only can he not afford 
to pay out of pocket, he also won't be 
able to continue his education at Rice 
if he doesn't foot the bill. This week, in 
a cry for help, he launched savedun-
cansbutt.com where students, friends, 
faculty and alumni can give financial 
support. I urge those who appreciate 
Rice's quirkiness, sense of tradition 
and values to do whatever they can to 
help this student. It would be a shame 
to see a great member of our extended 
community leave because of an acci-
dent that took place during a univer-
sity tradition and without malic ious 
intent. If the administration isn't 
willing to pony up, let's show them 
that we are. 

On the university's website they 
use a great little phrase to attract 
potential undergraduates. It goes a 
little something like this: "At Rice, 
we take knowledge seriously." In that 
case, here's some serious knowledge, 
Rice. Your students, your traditions 
and your college system are what 
make you truly great. Build what you 
may, purchase what you must, but 
those who loved their time at Rice 
will remember it for the things that 
can't be constructed or purchased. 
You need them to be the univer-
sity that you are. When they need 
you, don't just turn the other cheek. 

Connor Hayes is 
Baker College class of 2011 

and former Thresher Backpage editor. 

Rice Student Association places power in the hands of the students 
We all love freedom. Freedom 

of religion, freedom of press, free-
dom of speech. These ring strongly 
with all s tudents , especially in our 
university setting. An important 
component of upholding these 
freedoms is maintaining an open, 
interactive and t ransparent envi-
ronment. All college governments 
and the Student Association work 
with dedication to ensure that 
s tudent voices and concerns are 
represented and acknowledged, 
in addition to making sure that 
the day-to-day operat ions of our 
campus maintain the high level of 
integrity that is so revered by our 
Rice University community. 

SA Executive Board 

This year, the SA began its annual 
process of collecting budget reports 
from the blanket tax organizations, 
as outlined in the SA Constitution. 
This process of reviewing blanket tax 
monies has been in place since the 
creation of the Constitution, provid-
ing for a mechanism to ensure that 
your blanket tax money is going to 
the proper place. However, with re-
cent changes three years ago to the 
SA Constitution adding a "Blanket 
Tax Oversight" component of the 
by-laws, the SA Executive Officers 
felt that the process did not guaran-
tee full objectivity, transparency and 
clarity that is so important in these 
circumstances. 

Over the past five weeks, the 
SA executive officers have been in 
communication with blanket tax 
organization advisers and s tudent 
leaders to collect feedback on the 
review process. They provided their 
opinions on how to make the pro-
cess better, and they echoed our 
similar concerns that the current 
blanket tax review process was not 

clear and could be subject to bias. 
Therefore, the executive offi-

cers decided to take steps to revise 
the review process and propose a 
new amendment to our constitu-
tional by-laws, incorporating the 
feedback of advisers and student 
organization leaders, in order to re-
duce potential bias and clarify the 
process. We did not aim to restrict 
the freedom of s tudent organiza-
tions, pose bureaucratic language 
to confuse s tudents or increase 
the power of the Senate. Actually, 
we attempted to do the exact op-
posite. We wanted to place more 
power in the hand of the organiza-
tions and decrease the power of the 
Senate in the review process. Many 
power-hungry politicians may call 
that crazy, but Rice s tudents enjoy 
being unconventional . We never 
cared much for following political 
norms, anyway. 

Thus, the Student Senate set 
out to address and remedy the con-
cerns raised during discussion by 
proposing a by-law amendment . 

First, in our amendment , we 
addressed the issue of the current 
blanket tax review process as being 
poorly defined and ambiguous. The 
use of an A-B-C-D-F grading system 
determined by words like "appro-
priate" and "inappropriate usage 
of funds" left the door open for 
potential subjectivity and bias. The 
current amendment replaces these 
indefinite qualifiers with more con-
crete criteria and a clearer mecha-
nism for evaluation. 

Most significantly, the measures 
have been taken in the proposed 
amendment to prevent the poten-
tial increases of SA power and bias 
(self or otherwise) mentioned in 
the article. Firstly, the budget re-
view process has been split into 
two explicit steps: s tandard review 
and investigations. Additionally, 
both steps have committees with 
members determined by staff ad-
visors, not SA Officers. Every step 
involves open communication with 
the Director of Student Activities 
and the blanket tax organizations 

so that all parties are on the same 
page. We think it is important to 
emphasize that during the stan-
dard review, the Standard Review 
Committee has no power to curtail 
any blanket tax monies because it 
cannot take any actions to intro-
duce blanket tax change proposals 
to Senate. Such changes can only-
come directly from the s tudent or-
ganizations themselves. 

Furthermore, the amendment 
adds additional benchmarks in the 
inquiry resolution process that al-
low potential issues to be resolved 
internally. The introduction of a re-
port to the Senate is utilized as a fi-
nal step, only exercised if all other 
options have been exhausted. 

Ultimately, final voting on blan-
ket tax proposals is made by the 
s tudent body, putting the power 
of the decision in your hands . 

Georgia Lagoudas, 
Yoonjin Min, Ellen Liu 

are members of the 
Sd Executive Board. 



Eric Cantor protests at Rice University an 
affront to open discourse and free speech 

As my high school teachers 
know, I have a soft spot for being 
disruptive. I firmly believe that 
causing the occasional ruckus 
serves a purpose of not only cre-
ative expression but the simple joy 
of expression. However, I found 
the behavior of protesters who last 
week disrupted Eric Cantor, Ma-
jority Leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives, in the midst of his 
speech utterly reprehensible. 
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Anthony Lauriello 
As soon as the very conserva-

tive Virginia congressmen took 
the stage at the Baker Institute, a 
group of individuals who looked as 
if they had just driven their Subu-
rus from the Birkenstock conven-
tion to get a snack at Whole Foods 
began yelling and chanting that 
Cantor was not welcome at our 
university and began listing a pre-
dictable and wide ranging laundry 
list of complaints from gay rights 
to his lack of support of the 99 
percent. Baker officials and RUPD 
immediately began to escort them 
out and Representative John Cul-
berson, in the audience, began to 
yell at them calling them disgrace-
ful. However it was President Da-
vid Leebron who won the moment. 
Stepping in front of Cantor, whose 
smile betrayed no sign of annoy-
ance, Leebron told those yelling 
that in their attempt to stymie 
free discourse they embarrassed 
the university and would be taken 
out. Those few of you who read my 
work from time to time know that 
1 often have harsh words for the 
administration and Leebron has 
made his way in many a tasteful 
and perhaps not as tasteful Back-

page during my tenure as editor. 
That being said, I have never been 
more proud to be part of this uni-
versity and of my president when 
Leebron took the stage. 

His heartfelt anger at the provo-
cateurs showed his dedication to 
the principles of higher education 
and academic discourse. Especial-
ly considering that after reading 
several of the former Colombia Law 
School Head's opinions through-
out the years, I am fairly certain 
many of his opinions lie far to the 
left of Rep. Cantor's. In fact, many 
of those who disagree with from 
time to time, including the Rice 
Young Democrats and SA Presi-
dent Georgia Lagoudas continued 
the admirable behavior expressing 
their support for the congressman 
taking the time to come talk to us 
despite their disagreements with 
his views. What could have poten-
tially become an embarrassing mo-
ment for Rice was in fact quite the 
opposite. 

Some will claim that the pro-
testers' outburst fell within their 
First Amendment rights. In fact, . 
Cantor's only remark regarding the 
disruption was a laugh followed 
by the statement "only in Amer-
ica" with a shrug. In many of my 
columns I have argued the impor-
tance of exercising this very right 
and articulating one's opinions 
to further the cause of American 
democracy. However, attempting 
to shout out during another 's talk 
with your opinions is not express-
ing your opinion but trying to stop 
someone else's. While I am not 
suggesting that we should lock up 
these protesters, these individuals 
most certainly believe they have 
something in common with his-
toric protests such as those during 
the Civil Rights era where people 
courageously spoke out against au-
thority despite the potential conse-
quences. Instead, the protesters 
have more in common with the 
repressive regimes that their idols 
fought against. 

Democracy requires the ability 
to express one's ideas, even if you 
don't agree with them. As famous 
Supreme Court Justice Brandeis 
once wrote when discussing hate-
ful speech, "The remedy to be ap-
plied is more speech, not enforced 
silence." Those who disagreed 
with Cantor had many options for 
"more speech" from this very opin-
ion page to perhaps demonstrating 
after the speech outside of the Bak-
er Institute and expressing their 
views as a counterpoint instead of 
trying to childishly shut-up one o f 

the most powerful men in America. 

When all is said and done, the 
only people the protesters hurt 
were themselves. The university 
saved face through the excellent 
behavior of those who came to the 
speech to learn and discuss, those 
in the audience only lost a few min-
utes of his time, and as an elected 
official Cantor has faced far more 
odious cases of disrespect. As a 
self-avowed moderate, I surely do 
not agree with everything that the 
congressman says but I found his 
speech interesting and the ques-
tions and answers fascinating. I be-
lieve that those protesters are truly 
poorer for missing such an oppor-
tunity. In fact, many of the specific 
complaints they had were brought 
up respectfully during Q&A and I 
found his answer about his votes on 
sexual prefrence in the workplace 
unexpected when he indirectly 
compared the discrimination based 
off sexual preference to that of his 
Jewish family in Europe by saying 
that his own success was based off 
America's tolerance and no group 
should be discriminated against. I 
wholeheartedly concur, but I would 
also add that no group or person 
should be silenced. If only the 
protesters last Thursday agreed. 

Anthony Lauriello is a 
Wiess College junior 

and Thresher Backpage editor. 

Veteran's Day a reminder to devote our 
time and gratitude to the armed forces 

This past Friday, Rice com-
memorated Veteran's Day and rec-
ognized the university's veteran 
community. The event was made 
doubly special as this year is the 
70th anniversary of the founding 
of the Rice Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps program. The pro-
gram and university have together 
produced many officers who have 
had distinguished careers in the 
armed services. 
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Grant Parks 

On Veteran's Day, it is those for-
mer Rice Owls, and the millions of 
others who have proudly worn the 
uniforms of our nation's armed 
services, that we recognize. While 
Afghanistan, Iraq, the Horn of Af-
rica and the myriad other locales 
in which our Soldiers, Sailors, Air-

men, Marines and Coast Guards-
men are serving, seem a world 
away, it is fitting to remember that 
our freedoms, ideals, the princi-
ples on which this university, and 
so many others, were founded, 
are defended daily by our armed 
services. Unfortunately, we all too 
often take these liberties - and 
the sacrifices made for them - for 
granted. 

Remembrance, though, is much 
more than a yellow ribbon on your 
car, a poppy on your sleeve or an 
American flag on your lapel. The 
recognition of the sacrifices re-
quired of our freedoms is all too 
often boiled down to perfunctory 
actions. My grandfather - and so 
many like him - did not brave the 
Battle of the Bulge for a discount 
dinner at Applebee's, nor should 
respect for our veterans be recog-
nized with a pat on the back and 
a "job well done." It is quite re-
markable how in an era defined by 
Youtube and embedded reporters, 
there exists such a distance be-
tween the military and its veterans, 
and those at home. Gone are the 
days of war-bonds and ticker tape 
parades. 

_ _ 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR thresher-ops@rice. edu 

Veteran's Day is just one, insuf-
ficient day of remembrance and 
recognition. We should all take 
time to seek out those who have 
served, and speak with them. Their 
stories are inspiring. Their service 
has defined who they are and what 
they believe in. Their principles 
are our nation's principles. Most 
of all, we are indebted to them. 
Personally, I relish the chance to 
speak with a veteran, as it reminds 
me of what an honor it is to be fol-
lowing in their footsteps. 

We are truly fortunate to live in 
such an incredible nation. While 
the trials and tribulations she 
faces seem at once comical and ter-
rifying, there is no place quite like 
it. From the Continental Army and 
Shores of Tripoli, to Normandy, 
Chosun, 73 Easting and the Tora 
Bora, to those veterans within the 
Rice community, we should be 
grateful to those who have served 
and those men and women on the 
frontlines today. 

Grant Parks is a 
Hanszen college senior. 

To the editor, 

This past week, I felt an overwhelm-
ing sense of pride when I saw Rice Uni-
versity students mic-check speaker Eric 
Cantor. But even more striking than 
the sudden deviation from Rice's usual 
political subtleness was President Da-
vid Leebron's vociferous and, dare I 
say, angry response to the protestors. 
"Free speech does not include the right 
to interfere with the expression and 
ideas with which you disagree," Presi-
dent Leebron can be heard yelling on a 
C-SPAN video. 

This is an interesting concept. Yes, 
one should not be allowed, through 
superior volume, to shout down view-
points that one opposes. All ideas 
should be placed on the table. We 
should come, through argument and 
negotiation, to some consensus. After 
all, that is the basis of a functioning 
republic, as James Madison laid out in 
Federalist X. 

However, I am curious as to how 
President Leebron expects this system to 
work in the post-Citizens United world. 

In Citizens United v. Federal Elec 
tions Commission, the U.S. Supreme 
Court held that the First Amendment 
protected corporate expenditure on 
political broadcasts — notably, on cam-
paign advertising. 

Should we ask that donors and lob-
byists not spend as much money so that 
they do not, through superior volume, 
metaphorically shout down viewpoints 
that they oppose? 

Not everyone has this sort of money. 
However, people have ideas and they 
have voices. It may be more acceptable 
to raise money and cut checks out of 
sight of news cameras. Not everyone 
has that sort of luxury. 

We live in a world where money 
spent on a message is protected sym-
bolic speech, but the location of the 
message is not. Spending money in a 
political message is protected. Camp-
ing in front of city hall in a political 
message is an arrestable crime. Both 
are attempts at peacefully influenc-
ing our republic. One is expensive 
and legal. The other is open to all 
and illegal. 

This is the world. People like Speak-
er Cantor run it. The other 99 percent of 
us just live here. 

To the editor. 

Both House Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor and those who interrupted 
him at Rice have rights to free speech. 
Cantor had more authority to speak, 
because he was invited by the uni-
versity. Knowing this, the protesters 
could do little more, non-violently, 
than to use their voices to delay his 
speech. They bravely did so, and 
some were arrested. 

If he believed in a right to free 
speech, Rice President David Le-
ebron would have been torn between 
the rights of Cantor and those of the 
protesters. However, he went to the 
mic to assert, as the president of the 
university that owns the room, the 
privilege of deciding which speak-
ers do and don't have rights there. 
This wasn't about any right to free-
dom of speech; it was simply about 
property rights. As with the selling 
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of KTRU's FM frequency, Leebron 
once again took on the role of decid-
ing who will be silenced. 

Cantor never had his rights tak-
en away. He was only delayed for a 
couple of minutes. The only victims 
of censorship, it turns out, were in 
fact the protesters — The Baker Insti-
tute edited them out of the video of 
t he even t , a n d t h e Houston Chronicle 
used the edited video in its blog cov-
erage. 

Rice has a long history of honoring 
and treating politely those implicated 
in war crimes and human rights vio-
lations, including most significantly, 
James Baker III himself. Rice should 
be ashamed for treating warmongers 
politely and treating as criminals 
those who speak up about it. 

» 

* 

» 

Nick Cooper 
Weiss *91 



PAID ADVERTISEMENT 5 THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18,2011 

With us, you won't just explore the map. You'll explore the frontiers 

of technology and efficiency. At Chevron, we're designing proprietary 

algorithms to improve seismic imaging. And expanding enhanced 

recovery techniques to get new life out of old fields. You'll join a team 

with the technology to take on big challenges, the integrity to do it 

responsibly, and the drive to keep the world moving forward. 

Any Rice student up to the job, visit chevron.com/careers 

Chevron 

JOIN T n t 
CHALLENGE 

Human Energy 

All fUUOi uui'i/i iui ixi .... . . 
CHEVRON, CHEVRON MallmarH ana HUMAN ENERGY are rwju.e.ec 

* 



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 8 , 2 0 1 1 

College occupies Wiess 
j o c r C A P P A R U L A 

H B H E B B B I STAT? 

Kara* of a t secex Ottapf mowraf-rr* tap-
acxtsradte. B m m CaSess xoraaec :bt 

Wiess CCJTEGE "ACAFAOWT jas: F R M WI± EEXS. 
budcet d n a s and FACFCET sxgrs N ES C W S H i OR 

tne txadsxoal College Nnerr. 
Tbaaaed "Occapj WTCSE.* d» ewsr was or-

ganized by the Brown OotGeet V e t losnmrK* 
mart* up erf juniors Dylan Tiaasr an ; Vote IJOJC 
and sopbeeaore Abb* H a r m 

Lkwc ssnd ±ar Brown smbenn orojen: e m s r 
Mies earr. rrrjar» r a n r g and sawed irrd. 4 p j n 
BKMB spaders p ineed . " a m r f f c lepreserr n t 
y- permt,. be sac. T a r e t » sanso: x 9 m i 
10 colleges because of the root n r rnns rate r a r 
Varte. 15 not c ~-liefiKu Brov»n r a r i e i r n~ pr*t=s-
ng Wiess College s ^'p-—^rrr of w^arr. 

Ucwd aoo^-or tiaetoe 1 nea h r Dr ~>?n* rarae 
abosr a' a dnner tarn? a s m s a f r n . 

""rte —»i f f r r was c s r s s insa necaiise r was 
s o n e f e n t "nar ~.ne «*TJOI£ caLefE COB4C a: roser-

£ sssemen: abox nfc Ocrnp< nuwanesr Vve r̂ =r 
~i v -f— r w:>_jc dc £ hr : " i n ? r o: neraus? V>\-
ess r- know® hr neni a n ~ ca&eee " 

j e sp r s ~»r rraimiim* 1 3 ^ e f b r s I"- k=e? z x 
i3z& r o e r «*rap£. a h*»* v»i»ss snioemi round osr 
an ' ^ ireparec hr Fnbav:- ocrupaaaE wnr a 
n n ? . -fbesaed z>s''Zis' on ~sn szuzis ianr. suiss 

aac s farr*?- or gaga* e n ; gran 
Pwsaesr Zhac$i6 Da. sac tfaa: H i e s 
was irranrBC tbt meir beizm. ate: 

nrraaBBC aroanr "das- ^ e e ~rar Brws 
W32C * rJTCTff IB ?TESai-

**•. vrr an esaai oex or. Thusnan nan: am a 
kr it H o b h i ««ft Tsaln esnssc anxr asieni-
m ries: v—n^n. ' Da sai- makr Jar. ac 
Hiess i r air s s a n t s n n n r a e r rsr wek 
nnmr 11 r:nat x r a v a n n x n tat aaf pesfssr. 
I ~rr>4 nxr * psa: mat anr Tr.a~r> W:~ 
«?=n?v- m : r r r a t n s wnuit n= s l i s r an^ir 
hr v s ^ r. rna* * 

Br^wr Cnfiey runix Te3£ saiz zzar r wa? 
ac nsr iawaae laLess ^iurr " v n y ? s: ia: ne-

3 u s oc n r r ibramor: nen^^er Btj*— anr "niess 
*1 mm: mif Lalieer •vicr arraa&r iariinaT»i 

m"sram:r: n?*w&si crtliefPK- xn^ s n K 
- , . ^ - N A - NNEMTLIEEIAK PWSJS-* - I~R NOTED. 
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expeted in Hew York City 

Occupy Wafc Street protested in Zuccotti Park 
"Bwy sat there daring the daylight and in 
the dart 
But after two months Mayor Bloomberg 
had enough 
So he told the police to go in, and to go 
m tough 
"No camping equipment in the park" 
Bloomberg said 
~tfs against the rules and laws, go find a 
rea! bed" 
The iawyers took it to court and the 
fudge ruled 
That the city was right and he would not be 
fooled 
So now the so-called voices of the 99% are 
left adrift 
In how best to complain about the income 
disparity rift 

He* York City expelled the Occupy Wall 
Street protesters form Zuccotti Park in a 
highly orchestrated raid Tuesday night The 
protesters have been allowed bock into the 
park, but camping equipment is prohibited, 
making a prolonged indefinite "occupation" 
impossible. 

Obama's healthcare bill's 
constitutionality in question 

There once was a mandate about health care 
A heafed and controversial affair 
Some said it was immoral and wrong 
And the Constitution said it tfioulrirr*'c belong 
So the Supreme Court decided to rule 
If the mandate could be legally applied 
And they decided to do sooner rather 
then later 
Making the drama of the 2012 election even 
greater 

The Supreme Court has decided to rule 
on whether Obama's health care bill man-
dates for heatth insurance is a violation of 
the Constitution. The Court will decide dur-
ing the 2012 election year, giving its ruling 
an even greater potential political impact 
The Courts • 
reserving of 
five hours for 
oral arguments, 
far more than 
the usual hour, 
underlines the 
importance of 
the case. 

- A.ITTMOKY LAURIELLO 

Philanthropy week events thank donors 
BY MOLLY C H I U 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

This week is National Philanthropy Week, and 
the Rice Annual Fund Student Initiative (RAFSI) is 
thanking those who give back to Rice University. 

The Rice Annual Fund consists of donations 
each year from alumni, senior students, parents, 
faculty and staff. 

According to Megan Peet, Assistant Director of 
the Rice Annual Fund, S1.3 million has been donat-
ed since July 1. RAFSI's goal is to raise S7.3 million 
by next July. 

"Our university, as well as our many contribu-
tions to the world, exists today because of the gen-
erosity of William Marsh Rice and the generations 
of Rice alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends 
who have given their time and resources to Rice," 
Peet said. 

According to Peet, money from the Annual 
Fund offsets the cost of tuition and supports 
student life and learning. It goes toward un-
dergraduate scholarships, graduate fellow-
ships, research, student programs such as 
the Student Association, outreach programs 
like the Center for Civic Engagement, and 
campus activities like intramural sports. 

As stated on the RAFSI website. RAFSI programs 
like National Philanthropy Week and the Senior 
Class Gift campaign are opportunities for students 

to thank donors who make such resources possible. 
"We want to recognize people who have given 

back, no matter the size of the gift, to the institu 
tion and the community who ennched their live*." 
Jaclyn Youngblood, a Martel college senior and 
one of 19 RAFSI student volunteers said. 

The week started off with a free T-shirt give-
away in the colleges. Then, everyone who wore 
the shirt on Tuesday was treated to a free dnnk 
at Coffeehouse. 

Duncan College sophomore Caleb McBride, 
who wore the free T-shirt on Tuesday and received 
a free mango smoothie at Coffeehouse, said he 
liked the campaign. 

"It's great that Coffeehouse is supporting 
National Philanthropy Week." McBnde said. 
"I'm glad that we're able to recognize those 
who give back to Rice." 

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, stu-
dents were invited to write thank-vou notes for 
donors at Willy's statue and in each college's 
commons. 

Brown College freshman Rev Amendola 
said that he wrote a thank-you note because 
he wanted to recognize donors who give back 
to Rice students. 

"1 want to thank donors because I have a schol-
arship covering part of mv tuition," .Amendola 
said. "My Rice experience wouldn't be possible 
without their help." 
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Rice students write thank you notes to donors at Willy's Statue last Tuesday during the Rice 
Annual Fund Student Intiative's National Philanthropy Week. 
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Mr. Rice to raise funds for cause E2Rws
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BY JOEY CAPPARELLA 
THRESHER STAFF 

Next Sunday, 11 Rice men will let it all 
hang out for a good cause in the first annual 
Mr. Rice Pageant. 

Proceeds from the campus-wide male 
beauty pageant will go to a soup kitchen 
called Stone Soup, run by the AIDS Foun-
dation Houston, Baker College senior Liz 
Young, one of the organizers for the event, 
said. The event's organizers hope to raise ap-
proximately $2,500 for the organization. 

The event will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Grand Hall and tickets cost $4 if purchased 
before the event and $6 at the door. 

Contestants were chosen through a vari-
ety of methods at their individual colleges. 

"It's a diverse group," Kamath said. "The 
field ranges from freshmen to seniors, and 
they all represent a wide range of majors and 
interests." 

The con te s t an t s include Baker College 
sophomore Jeff Brown, Will Rice College ju-
nior Julian Yao, Hanszen College sophomore 
Austin Coe, Wiess College junior Kunle Rob-
erts, Jones College sophomore Connor Hoppe, 
Brown College junior Jose Malave, Lovett Col-
lege f r e s h m a n Nick Thorpe, Sid Richardson 
College sophomore Drew Travis, Martel Col-
lege sophomore Alex Suarez, McMurtry Col-
lege sophomore Peter Abraham and Duncan 
College s o p h o m o r e Drayton Thomas. 

The pageant will consist of an en t rance 
walk wi th escorts , a ta lent compet i t ion, and 
a combined swimsui t and interview compe-
tit ion, according to Sid Richardson College 
sophomore Allison Raven, ano ther organizer 
for the event . 

Young and Chris Keller, a Jones College 

O ATHLETE 
F R O M P A G E 1 

Associate Director of Academic Advising for 
Athletes Julie Griswold described the distinc-
tion between the two measures. Both the GSR 
and FGR are measures of the proportion of stu-
dent-athletes in a six-year academic program 
who graduated successfully in or before 2010. 
The most recent rates are calculated using a 
four-year average of the most recent matricula-
tion classes, 2001 through 2004. 

However, the NCAA puts together the GSR, 
while the FGR is calculated by the federal gov-
ernment . Furthermore, Griswold said the GSR 
is a more specific measure because it includes 
s tudents who enrolled mid-year or transferred 
in on athletic scholarships and those who 
transferred to other schools in good academic 
s tanding, while the FGR does not. 

Griswold said she a t t r ibutes the contin-
ued positive pe r fo rmance of Rice s tudent-
a th le tes to hard work and the universi ty 's 
competi t ive academic envi ronment . 

"It will be 10 at night, and an athlete will 
still be studying because a roommate, team-
mate or classmate is studying," Griswold noted. 
"Students at Rice in general are high-achieving 
and want to be successful at every level." 

The GSRs and FGRs of the universi ty 's in-
dividual spor ts fpams changed at different 
rates. For example , the football team main 
ta ined a GSR of 93 percent and FGR of 84 per-
cent . Football Head Coach David Bailiff said 
the main cha l lenge his players faces is the 
t ime pressure the sport pu ts on their s tudies . 

"Tremendous t ime managemen t skills are 
needed , especial ly at Rice, where some ath-
letes want to go to medical and law school ," 
Bailiff said. "They can't celebrate a 2.5 GFA 
and strive to get high grades because they 
have high goals af ter footbal l ." 

Bailiff added that many of the incoming 
freshmen were unaccustomed to the time con-
straint because they had been used to excelling 
in high school without studying as hard. 

"They have to mature and learn what it 
takes to succeed academical ly ," Bailiff said. 
"No one will give it to them." 

The men ' s basketbal l team experienced 

junior, will emcee the event. The pageant 
will be judged by University Representative 
Y. Ping Sun, Mathematics Professor Zhiyong 
Gao and Volunteer Coordinator at AIDS Foun-
dation Houston Marc Cohen, Raven said. 

During the judges' deliberation, posters 
of each contestant will be auctioned off. 

In addition to the judge-selected winner, 
there will also be a "People's Choice" win-
ner, the contestant for whom the most money 
is collected from jars circulating around the 
colleges this week, Jones College junior Ra-
hul Kamath, another event organizer, said. 

The idea for the pageant originated in a 
meeting between Rice Service Council mem-
bers and community service representatives 
from each college. 

"We got our inspi ra t ion from the male 
pagean t s that some of the colleges had done 
in the past , but we're really excited to do a 
pageant for chari ty on a universi ty-wide level 
because i t 's someth ing tha t ' s never really 
been done before ," Jones College sophomore 
Lucy Codron, ano the r event organizer, said. 

Malave said that he first became interest-
ed in the Mr. Rice pageant af ter par t ic ipat ing 
in a smaller Mr. Brown pagean t last year. 

"My parents keep asking me why I'm pos-
ing in these scandalous photos, but it is all 
worth it for a good cause," Malave said. "I don't 
think it's something I'll regret in the future." 

Young said that she was pleased that the 
Student Association approached the communi-
ty service representatives to endorse the event. 

"Since it has the potential to be such a big 
event , it 's nice to have a campus-wide stu-
dent organizat ion backing us ," she said. 

The event was p l anned by Young, Raven, 
Codron and Kamath, as well as Will Rice Se-
nior Albert Wei. 

growth in both of its g radua t ion rates: its GSR 
increased to 92 percent from 83 percent , and 
its FGR rose to 83 percent from 71 percent . 
Men's Basketball Head Coach Ben Braun said 
the t u rna round in these figures represents 
the hard work he and his staff have put into 
improving a th le te academics s ince their ar-
rival at Rice three years ago. 

"When I first got to Rice, the team GPA 
was really low and embar rass ing , but since 
then , my staff and I have raised it to a 3.0 
and won the Conference-USA team award for 
the highest GPA in the league three years in 
a row," Braun said. "Fur thermore , this year, 
all of our players who have stayed at Rice 
through their senior year will g radua te . " 

Braun said he and his staff have worked 
hard to make sure players have their s tudies 
under control . For example , they have insti-
tuted a suppor t program that matches each 
player with a staff mentor to monitor his 
academic progress. In addi t ion , all players 
are required to a t tend weekly advising ses-
s ions and tutorials . Braun added that he re-
a r ranged the team's road-game schedule and 
travel p lans to make sure the players miss as 
few classes as possible . 

Women's soccer main ta ined strong gradu-
at ion rates, with a 100 percent GSR and 96 
percent FGR. Midfielder Julia Barrow said she 
found hand l ing both athlet ics and academics 
chal lenging but doable . 

"My worst semester at Rice was my first 
one, and my best one was my last ," Barrow, 
a Baker College junior, said. "It 's a shock at 
first to try to ba lance a sport and being on 
the road with classes and a social life, but I 
have defini tely learned how to manage these 
things better with t ime." 

Barrow added that she disagreed with the 
s tereotype that s tuden t -a th le tes a t tend Rice 
just to play a spor t . 

"I 've had one professor tell me that he 
was surpr ised that I was an a th le te because 
I worked so hard in his c lass ," Barrow said. 
"Although I apprec ia ted his words in a way, 
I also think it 's sad that it would be surpris-
ing for a s tuden t -a th le te to work hard when I 
believe that the majori ty of s tuden t -a th le tes 
are completely dedica ted to academics along 
with their spor t . " 

Baker 13 runner raises 
money for high cost of 
broken library window 

The current total cost for the replace-
ment of the Fondren Library window 
broken during Baker 13 on Oct. 31 is 
$15,000. This price accounts for the new 
glass combined with the cost of labor for 
putting in the temporary wood. 

Three years ago the Thresher reported 
that Will Meyers (Duncan '11) had to pay 
$3,000 for the broken window. Assistant 
Vice President for Facilites Russell Price 
said the window cost $16,000. 

Four FE&P workers were paid overt'.ne 
to install the wood which took until G a.m., 

Price said. The cost of labor was $1,900. 
The cost of the glass, which has to be 
custom-made, is $12,611. 

Price had checked on the possibil-
ity of replacing the broken window with 
standard-size 3/8-inch safety glass, which 
would have been cheaper than the original 
1/4-inch custom-made safety glass. The 
shipping costs for the 3/8-inch glass 
outweight the price difference, however, 
Price said. 

When the window was broken three 
years ago, it took three months to get it 
fixed, Price said. 

Baker College junior Duncan Eddy, 
who is responsible for the damage and 
for raising funds to cover the cost, de-
clined to comment. 

- HALLIE JORDON 

Check out the Q&A with House Majority 
Leader Eric Cantor online at 

www.ricelhresher.org 

O CANTOR 
F R O M P A G E 1 

Cantor recalled the story of his family 
coming to America as an example of what 
it means to be American. Cantor said his 
g randmothe r lived in a country where she 
was restricted by religious persecut ion. 

"My g randmothe r faced a fu tu re where 
no mat ter how hard she worked or how smart 
she was, she faced limits," Cantor said . "Our 
count ry isn't like that ; it must never be. 
America offers immense and au then t i c op-
por tuni t ies ." 

Cantor also made a dis t inct ion be tween 
equal i ty of oppor tun i ty and equal i ty of out-
come, s ta t ing tha t the former is wha t America 
has a lways been, but that the lat ter is what 
the nat ion is becoming. 

"There is a ladder of success in America," 
Cantor said. "However, it is a ladder built not 
by Washington, but by hard work, responsibil-
ity and the initiative of the people of our coun-
try. How quickly you move up the ladder, or 
sometimes down, should be up to you." 

Cantor said much of the current politi-
cal deba te has been focused on fa i rness in 
society. Republ icans , Cantor said, believe in 
" h a n d - u p s , " not handou t s . 

Cantor recognized that not all individuals 
are born into the same c i rcumstances . 

"I was recently asked, 'What does your 
party say to a nine-year-old inner-city kid 
scared to dea th growing up in a life of pover-
ty?"' Cantor recalled. "We know there are no 
easy answers , but that child needs a ' hand-
up ' to he lp her climb the ladder of success in 
our country." 

Cantor e laborated that the child would 
also need the guaran tees of having a fair shot 
in life, family and communi ty suppor t , and a 
sense of stability. 

"The ques t ion for us is, 'How can we he lp 
provide it?"' Cantor said. He said stabil i ty 
could start in the schools and voiced his sup-
port for more charter school op t ions and ac-
countabi l i ty in schools. 

In addition to education. Cantor shared his 
views on the economy and small businesses . 

"In America, s tart ing a bus iness isn't 
someth ing tha t ' s just possible; it 's someth ing 
expec ted ," Cantor said. "However, today that 
is now being ques t ioned . People have be-
come afra id to take a risk." 

Cantor cited a loss of opt imism and frus-
t ra t ion that s tems from an uneven playing 
field. He said that there are those who wan t 

to divide America by turning those making 
less against those making more. 

"The t ruth is, Washington needs to s top 
taking the income of hardworking American 
taxpayers and instead start rewarding their 
success ," Cantor said. 

Citing the $14 trillion debt , Cantor called 
for an end to tax increases and advocated for 
doing more with less money. He also said the 
most successful must extend their creativ-
ity and generosity to build communi ty infra-
s t ructures . 

"The key to economic empowerment 
is ensur ing income mobility," Cantor said. 
Through helping get the unemployed back to 
work, encouraging s ta r tups , and encourag-
ing the best and brightest to stay in America, 
he said income mobili ty could be achieved. 

Next, Leebron opened up the floor to stu-
dent representat ives ' ques t ions . 

Cantor addressed two ques t ions regarding 
the state of American universi t ies and cuts in 
educat ion spending by promot ing public-pri-
vate pa r tne rsh ips and research grants . Can-
tor also acknowledged that tough decis ions 
regarding spending mus t be made and that 
a possible solut ion would be central iz ing re-
search grants for easier priori t ization. 

Rice Young Democrats representat ive Kev-
in Bush asked how House leadersh ip would 
respond to President Barack Obama 's call for 
a payroll tax cut extension. 

Cantor replied that taxes should not go 
up for anybody and should be a priority for 
Washington. 

Rice Conservative Forum representat ive 
and Thresher editor Anthony Lauriello asked 
the congressman about the const i tu t ional-
ity of Cantor 's proposed balanced budget 
a m e n d m e n t . 

Cantor responded that the cour ts might 
have to resolve lawsui ts but that such an 
a m e n d m e n t would provide a check on gov-
e rnment spending . He said that s ince Ameri-
cans and most s ta tes must live wi thin their 
means , the federal government should also 
be required to do so. 

Leebron then opened the floor to all stu-
dents ' ques t ions . 

Cantor replied to a quest ion regarding 
what the Republican Party would be will-
ing to increase taxes for by asking about our 
count ry ' s priorities. 

"Obviously na t ional de fense and the se-
curity of our country come first, or we won't 
have a country," Cantor said. "How are we 
going to lead and be the world superpower 
we are if our economy isn't s t rong?" 

r teach for test masters 
Dynamic and Energetic Teachers wanted. Pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. 

1 We provide all training. Emailyourresumetorice-jobs@testmasters.com. ^ 

http://www.ricelhresher.org
mailto:Emailyourresumetorice-jobs@testmasters.com
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Project Spotlight: Wisga Student 
Review Database 
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COURTESY WIS6A.COM 

BY SEONG JONG HONG 

THRESHER STAFF 

There's a saying that goes: 
It's not what you know, it's 
who you know that counts. 

Many students have used their 
connections advantageously by 
gaining insider information on 
everything from which professor is 
preferable for an Economics course 
to how to get that internship. 

Wisga plans to level the 
playing field by giving every 
Rice University s tudent free 
access to student-written reviews 
of internships, research and 
volunteering opportunities. 

Wisga is a database that 
students contribute to by 
submitting reviews of the 
internships, research or 
volunteering opportunities 
they've had so that other s tudents 
may access insider information 
usually not given at information 
sessions, Will Rice College junior 
Akash Morrison said. 

This summer, three Rice 
University students and a 
University of Texas at Austin 
student worked to create a 
website that would help students 
find internships, research and 
volunteering opportunities. 

Sid Richardson College 
junior Eric Li is one of the four 
founding members of Wisga. 
The other three are Morrison, 
Lovett College junior Ani Sen, 
and University of Texas at Austin 
junior Alan Nguyen. 

Wisga members have talked 
with the directors of Rice Center for 
Career Development and Rice Peer 
Academic Advising system to better 
serve the Rice community. 

"They seemed really receptive to 
our idea, and so Wisga is searching 
for ways on how we can cooperate 
with CCD and PAA," Morrison said. 

Director of Rice CCD Nicole 
Van Der Heuvel s tated her views 
on the matter. 

"If properly used, Wisga can be 
an additional tool to gather and 
disseminate information about 
students' work experiences," Van 
Der Heuvel said. "It's important to 
stress that one experience from one 
student, be it positive or negative, 
should never be the only source 
from which to make a decision." 

However, this project is not 
without difficulties. One difficulty 
that Wisga faces currently is how to 
respect the anonymity of submitters 
while still maximizing the wealth 
of information sharing. According 
to Sen, one solution that the team 
came up with is hyperlocality. 

This solution incorporates the 
idea of social networks, in which 
students from the Rice network 
can view information submitted 
by others in the Rice network. Sen 
said that this was done to protect 
the privacy of the submitters. 

Moreover, s tudents from 
different colleges can still share 
information via mutual social 
networks such as the Houston 
network; any submitter can choose 
to submit reviews anonymously 

should they desire, Sen said. 
A fuJi member of Wisga, Sid 

Richardson junior Scott Norgaard, 
is mainly responsible for marketing 
and development. Although Wisga is 
still undergoing development, Wisga 
will reach out to the Rice community 
next semester, Morrison said. 

"For now, we are still 
aggregating student reviews and 
student inputs," Sen stated. "Next 
semester will be our big push 
toward reaching out to Rice." 

This should help many 
college s tudents struggling to 
find internships or research 
opportunities. Wisga differentiates 
itself from other resources such 
as the Rice Center for Career 
Development by allowing s tudents 
to access their peers ' opinions of 
the opportunities. 

While in the immediate future 
Wisga will operate for Texas college 
students, Wisga hopes to expand 
to other campuses after opening 
Wisga to Rice and UT students. 

"Our initial marketing focus will 
be at Rice and UT. We want to expand 
to Texas A&M and University of 
Houston as well," Morrison stated. 
"We want to become the one-stop 
shop for internships, research and 
volunteering opportunities and jobs." 

Students who are interested in 
working with Wisga can contact the 
Wisga team at contact@wisga.com. 

"Project Spotlight" is a weekly 

feature that looks at student 

projects that are making a 

difference in the Rice community. 

folk t & t l & i t s d U s i 

Dear Athena and Ares, 
My best friend has gone med school crazy. He hates all his science 

classes that he's taking to meet the requirements and is constantly pissed 
because he's not getting the grades he wants. How do I tell him to chill out 
and consider other careers? 

Sincerely. 
Worried Friend 

"Why has my friend gone crazy?" 
is not the first question you should 
be asking. This is Rice University: 
everybody is insane — if someone 
around seems like they have their 
headontheirshoulders,aCatch-22 
applies. Anyone who can be sane 
at Rice must be crazy. However, 
med-school crazy is certainly one 
of the most obnoxious varieties 
of neuroses on campus, so I do 
understand your concern. While 
I make it a policy never to have 
friends, I do have certain people 
I tolerate, and a few of them are 
pre-meds. I find it droll that those 
who panic mid-semester and drop 
a class because they may get an A-
will be the ones in charge of saving 
our lives in a few years. 

Like a malignant tumor, the only 
way to cure the pre-med sickness is 
to destroy the unnatural invaders 
in the patient's body, in this case 
his dreams for medical school. 
You must force your friend to do 
so poorly in school that becoming 
a doctor will be impossible. Now if 
this column were written 20 years 
ago I would have had to develop 
some complicated sabotage, 
but luckily modern medicine has 
developed a cure, Elder Scrolls V: 
Skyrim. For $60 you can completely 
replace your friend's motivation to 
study with one to save the Nordic 
people of Skyrim from dragons. 
With over 300 hours of gameplay 
his chances of becoming a doctor 
or having any life at all will become 
zero. Congratulate yourself on 
being a true friend. 

— Ares 

Dear Worried Friend, 
Your job as a friend is, first and 

foremost, to be supportive of your 
friend. If this means listening 
to your friend complain about 
classes, pre-med requirements 
and grades then that's what you 
have to do. That being said, there 
are other ways, besides listening, 
that you can be supportive of your 
friend. If he is not happy with his 
grades, help him study or help him 
find resources that can provide 
academic help (like academic 
fellows, professor office hours, 
etc.). Chances are, if his grades 
improve, his outlook on science 
classes in general will improve. 

While improved grades could 
definitely help your friend's 
opinion about science classes 
in general, he might just dislike 
his science classes and pre-
med requirements. 

If that's the case, then he might 
want to consider a different career. 
If he does, the best thing you can 
do is to openly talk to him about 
it and try not to force any of your 
personal opinions on him; his 
future career is his decision, 
not yours, and you should be 
supportive of whatever he wants 
to work towards. Some students 
hate initial pre-med requirements, 
tike basic chemistry, but really 
enjoy medical careers later in life, 
so it is important that you consider 
this option as well. Ultimately, the 
best thing you can do is offer your 
honest opinion while remaining 
supportive as your friend makes 
this difficult life decision. 

— Athena 

"Ask the Thresher" is an advice column written twice a month, authored 
by two Thresher editorial staff members. Readers can email their letters 
to AskTheThresher@gmail.com or submit their questions through 
formspring at AskTheThresher. 
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u s "Lace"-ed with style, rain or shine 
• I 

BY BR1TTNEY XU 
THRESHER STAFF 

There was a time when lace was confined to 
doilies, wedding dresses and the trimmings 
of robes. Now it can be found on and off 

campus, as the textile industry spins lace faster than 
consumers can snatch it up. 

The many types of lace available make it a very 
versatile fabric for many occasions. If it's tradition 
you're looking for, fine needle lace is for you. It 
is handmade and considered an achievement of 
pure art. Lace can also be made using the opposite 
approach, the cutwork method, which does not 
weave strands together but rather removes threads 
from a prewoven background. 

The ancient pharaohs of Egypt were the first to 
weave flax into geometric designs, but the birthplace 
of what we call lace is Flanders, a region in northern 
Belgium. The art of lace-making was considered 
important enough to be taught in Belgian schools at 
one point, and lace design books were in circulation 
in as early as 1540. Nowadays, lace is mainly 
made of cotton or polyester fibers for fast-fashion 
consumption, but it is still common for silk and gold 
lace to be used in formal gowns. 

For a more practical approach to wearing lace, Baker 
freshman Charli Holloway shows us how to rock the 
trend well into the last weeks of November. She pairs her 
white lace tank top with a matching headband, earrings 
and sandals. However, it is her contrasting pink tank 
underneath that really brings out the pattern on the lace 
top. Holloway keeps the bottom of the outfit relatively 
simple, with a pair of skinny jeans that are dark blue, a 
shade that flatters most figures. Lastly, she tops off her look 
with a silver owl necklace that shows off her Rice University 
spirit. To get Hollo way's look layer your bright colored 
tanks underneath a lace top for a dramatic color contrast, 
one that will bring out the detail on the lace. Finish off the 
look by stocking up on accessories like bangles, bracelets 
and earrings, as Holloway has illustrated. 

• * 

Textured lace 
tights with a floral 
pattern (shown in 
black, burgundy 
and brown) from 
Forever 21, $14 

Jones 
College 
sophomore 
Brittney Xu's 
idealization 
of the lace 
trend for 
chillier 
weather. 

COURTESY 
BRITTNEY XU 

Cloud white 
lace dress 
with black 
sash from 
Modcloth, 
$55 NIFER DING/THRESHER 

Styling Tips 
of the Week 
• Lace can be worn well 

into the winter with the 

right layers underneath. 

Wear tanks and solid long 

sleeve shirts under your 

lace tops or dresses, as 

well as cable sweater 

t ights, tucked into boots 

for extra warmth. 

• Lace t ights are also 

a quirky way to 

simultaneously show off 

and hide some skin. All 

sorts of fun patterns can 

be found, from f lowers to 

lace argyle t ights. 

• Make a sleeveless white 

lace dress more suitable 

for colder weather by 

adding a brown bomber 

jacket, a colorful chiffon 

scarf and a pair of oxford 

wedges, for a trendy touch. 

• • 
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• S E K M A I N M E N T 
Trouble in paradise 
for The Descendants 

BY KENSEY KING 
THRESHER STAFF 

A movie that cap-
tures life and its emo-
tions is not an easy 
feat to direct. Alexan-
der Payne (Sideways) 

at tempts to take on 
the chal lenge in his 
new film The Descen-
dants. Although the 
film features all-star 
actor George Clooney 
(The Ides of March) 

and gives a realistic 
look into one family 's 
struggle to stay af loat , 
it loses momen tum with a weak subplot . 

The movie opens with an int roduct ion to the Kings, a fam-
ily marred by tragic events and disconnected relat ionships. 
A boat ing accident leads to the hospital izat ion of Mrs. King 
(Patricia Hastie, Princess Kaiulani), a dissatisfied moth-
er and wife. After she falls into a coma, her husband Matt 
King, played by Clooney, a t t empts to reconnect with his two 
daughters Alexandra (Shailene Woodley, "The Secret Life of 
the American Teenager") and Scottie (Amara Miller). While 
deal ing with his dramat ic family s i tuat ion, Matt also has to 
decide the fu ture of the family 's inheri ted land in Hawaii. His 
re la t ionships with his daughters and dying wife worsen when 
Matt uncovers his wife 's secret . 

Although this film stars three major actors, it relies heav-

The Descendants 
• • • • • 

Starring: George Clooney, 
Shailene Woodley 
Rated:R 
Released: Nov. 16 

ily on the acting of Clooney, who gives a convincing and 
heart-wrenching performance. Clooney charms audiences to 
love and relate to his character despite playing a stubborn work-
aholic. For her first major movie, Woodley gives a commend-
able performance, especially compared to her ABC Family soap 
opera-like sitcom "The Secret Life of the American Teenager." 
At first, her acting is average as she portrays a teenage girl full 
of angst, but as the movie progresses, Woodley shows that she 
has the potential to become a well-received, dramatic actress. 
Another film rookie is the young Miller, who plays the young-
est member of the King family. For a child actress, she does a 
good job connecting with Clooney and bringing light-hearted 
humor to break up the film. The supporting cast complements 
the three leads well, but forgettable. 

The film moves slowly at the beginning and spends a 

good amount of t ime developing the King family relationships. 
While establishing the connection between the audience and 
characters is important for a drama, the movie focuses on 
it too much, to the point where some parts are boring until 
about halfway through the movie. The Hawaiian backdrop in 
the movie is gorgeous in every shot and makes a great juxta-
position with the issue-ridden King family. However, so much 
of the movie focuses on the King family's internal struggles 
that the subplot of Matt's efforts to sell the family's vacant 
Hawaiian lot lacks substance and detracts from the overall 
quality of the film. 

Clooney gives an honorable performance, but overall the 
film tries to accomplish too much in only two hours. In the end, 
The Descendants proves that just because you live in paradise, 
life is not always full of f lowers and sunshine . 

Classic Flicks: Some, 
including me, like it hot 

Entree options overload for Mai's diners 

9 
Joseph Allencherril 

Once upon a very sad time, I erro-
neously thought that 1 had seen every 
funny movie in existence. By the age of 
12,1 had zoomed through the comedic 
classics of the 1980s and subsequently 
sailed through the gems of the 1990s. 
But one day, my par-
ents forced me to sit | 

through Some Like 
it Hot, a comedy my 
grandfather would 
likely have enjoyed in 
his prime. 

As a pre-ado-
lescent, though I 
had no patience 
for the black-and-
white films of yesteryear, Some 
Like it Hot immediately converted 
me from an oldie-film-hater into 
an oldie-cinephile. 

According to the American Film 
Institute's "100 Years ... 100 Laughs," 
Some Like it Hot (1959) is the funniest 
American movie of the last century. It 
is normal to be skeptical of such lists, 
which tend to cater to the predict-
able public taste, but every so often, 
a film comes along that captures both 
the imagination of the public and the 
hearts of the critics. Director Billy Wild-
er's Some Like it Hot accomplishes such 

Some Like it Hot 
Director: Billy Wilder 
Released: Mar. 29,1959 

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE 
Emily's picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston area, for this week. 

a feat with box office and critical suc-
cess in both the short term and the long 
term. Did I mention that it also stars 
Marilyn Monroe? 

Some Like it Hot is at its core a screw-
ball comedy. We first encounter Joe 
(Tony Curtis) and Jerry (Jack Lemmon), 
two down-on-their-luck musicians, as 
they witness the 1929 Saint Valentine's 
Day massacre. The two musicians flee 
when they are spotted by the Chicago 
gangsters, who are led by "Spats" Co-
lombo (George Raft). They ride a train to 
Florida where they hastily decide to dis-

guise themselves as 
I women to play in an 

all-female band. Joe 
and Jerry, now Jose-
phine and Geraldine, 
both fall for Monroe's 
character "Sugar 
Kane," who sings 
and plays the ukulele 
in the band. Once in 
Florida, Joe attempts 

to gain Sugar's affections when he dons 
a second disguise as the millionaire 
Shell Oil heir Junior, a wicked parody of 
Cary Grant. Meanwhile, Osgood Field-
ing III (Joe E. Brown), a real millionaire, 
begins to fall for Jerry's second disguise 
as a woman named Daphne. 

Now you might wonder why a film 
concerning two cross-dressing musi-

O see LIKE I T HOT, page 10 

MARRIAGE 
W h a t to w e a r to a n a r b o r e a l 

w e d d i n g ? ! T h e i n c e s s a n t l y 

k o o k y Art Guys a r e c o n c l u d -

ing t h e i r 2 . 5 - y e a r - p e n d i n g 

m a r r i a g e to a l ive o a k t r e e to-

morrow in Meni l P a r k . Watch 

a s N a t i o n a l Book Cr i t ics 

C i r c l e - w i n n i n g w r i t e r Law-

r e n c e Wesch le r o f f i c i a t e s t h e 

m a r r i a g e at a c e r e m o n y at 

10:30 a.m. A d m i s s i o n is free. 

M E N U COLLECTION 

1515 SUL Ross 
WWW.MENIL.ORG 

BY SASHA SCHOCH 

AND ALLIE SCHAICH 
FOR THE THRESHER 

A few blocks up from the En-
semble/HCC METRORail stop on 
Milam Street is the Vietnamese 
restaurant Mai's. Though the res-
taurant lacks curbside appeal, the 
inside is pleasant and bustling with 
patrons, which is always a reassur-
ing sign. The respectable prices also 
match the quality and quantity of 
the cuisine. 

The appetizers range from S3.50 
to $9, but most are around $5. The 
entrees cost between $7 and $8, 
with the exception of the Vietnam-
ese fajita (Banh Hoi) dishes, which 
cost between $10 and $14. There 
are pork, vegetable, beef, sea-
food and chicken entrees, which 
all include rice. Mai's also offers a 
wide selection of alcoholic bever-
ages, soda, tea, coffee and specialty 
Vietnamese drinks. 

The service at Mai's was fast and 
cordial; our waiter was very polite 
and brought our food quickly, even 
though we were dining during peak 
restaurant hours on a Saturday night. 
To make the experience even better, 
we received free drinks because Mai's 
offers a free item each week to its pa-
trons that check into the restaurant 's 
location on Facebook. 

We ordered Bun Ga Nuong Cha 
Gio, a vermicelli bowl with grilled 
chicken and Vietnamese egg rolls. 
The meal was plentiful and filling 

DICKENS 
The Alley Thea te r ' s yearly 

t radi t ion, Char les Dickens ' A 

Christmas Carol, o p e n s today a t 

7:30 p.m. Every year, t h e the-

a ter ' s creative direct ion rein-

vents the classic story in to a 

new theat r ica l vis ion. This year. 

Alley ve teran Jeffrey Bean plays 

Ebeneezer Scrooge, a n d he 's 

su re to inspire ho l iday cheer . 

ALLEY THEATER 

6 1 5 TEXAS ST. 

WWW.ALLEYTHEATRE.ORG 

but definitely not too much for one 
person to eat. The vermicelli was 
very good and came with a great 
sweet-and-tangy sauce. However, 
the egg rolls were not great and did 
not complement the meal very well. 
Neither of us will likely order them 
again. The chicken tasted good, es-
pecially for the price of $8. We would 
like to try a different dish next time, 
not only to avoid the egg rolls but 
also because Mai's has an incredibly 
large selection of over 100 dishes on 
its menu. 

We also ordered the Mi Xao Mem 
(stir-fried egg noo-
dles). We opted for 
noodles with chick-
en and vegetables, 
but alternative 
garnishes include 
seafood, meat, 
vegetables or tofu. 
This was a very 
large and satisfy-
ing dish, though a 
little bland. With 
all the vegetables, chicken and noo-
dles, the dish certainly could have 
used a bit more "kick." Though the 
meal was filling, it really wasn't 
anything special. 

The dessert menu offers a wide 
variety of items as well, and all of the 
desserts are cheaply priced, between 
$2 to $6. Most of the desserts are 
Vietnamese, a welcome change from 
the normal cakes and cookies that 

Mai 's 
• • • • • 

Location: 3403 Milam St 
Phone Number: (713) 520-5300 

BOWIE 
Head to the Alamo Draf thouse 

Wednesday for a s ing-and-

quote-along of an '80s c inemat ic 

contr ibut ion, Labryinth. Sing 

along as bodysuit-clad David 

Bowie, playing Jareth the Goblin 

King, k idnaps 15-year-old Jen-

nifer Connelly 's little brother . In 

order to rescue him, Connelly 's 

character mus t navigate a mup-

pet-filled maze . The s h o w star ts 

at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $10. 

ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE 

WEST<0AKS MALL # 4 2 9 

WWW.DRAFTHOUSE.COM 

restaurants usually serve. However, 
Mai's also offers traditional American 
comfort desserts, such as ice cream, 
cheesecake and carrot cake. 

We ordered the Che Chuoi, a warm 
banana with pearl jellies soaked in a 
sweet and creamy coconut pudding 
and topped with crushed peanuts. 
The banana was definitely the best 
part, though far too rich and big to fin-
ish. Plus, the dish was only $3, mak-
ing it a very cheap, happy ending to 
our experience. 

We also ordered the Lanh Choco-
late and Kem, a dessert made v.ith 

warm dark ch f o -
late chunks and 
chocolate chip 
morsels melted 
with butterscotch 
and walnuts on 
a cookie crust 
and served with 
a scoop of tasty 
vanilla ice cream. 
This dessert was 
a little more ex-

pensive at $6, but the warm cook-
ie and ice cream tasted delicious 
blended together and is definitely 
worth trying. 

There is nothing specifically 
wrong with Mai's, besides being 
closed on Sundays, but we're also not 
anxious to revisit the restaurant in the 
near future. Mai's is certainly a viable 
option if you're looking for a fast, low-
budget meal. If you're craving some 
very late-night or early morning 
Vietnamese food, Mai's is open until 
3 a.m. Monday through Thursday and 
until 4 a.m. on Friday and Saturday. 

PAUL WALL 
Hold o n t o your grillz! Hous-

ton ' s o w n Devin t h e D u d e 

wil l p e r f o r m wi th Pau l Wall 

on Wednesday at 9 p.m. Grab 

o n e of Wall 's o w n "Gril lz by 

Paul Wall"-Styie a n d s m i l e 

you r w a y to t h i s c e l e b r a t i o n 

of S o u t h e r n rap . 

WAREHOUSE LIVE 

8 1 3 SAINT EMANUEL 

WWW.WAREHOUSEUVE.COM 

http://WWW.MENIL.ORG
http://WWW.ALLEYTHEATRE.ORG
http://WWW.DRAFTHOUSE.COM
http://WWW.WAREHOUSEUVE.COM
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King Tuts funerary trove on display at the MFAH 
BY FARRAH MADANAY 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Tutankhamun: The Golden King and 
the Great Pharaohs exhibition at the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts Houston must have all the 
other Egyptian pharaohs rolling in their sar-
cophagi. Despite efforts by King Tut's succes-
sors to erase his name from official corona-
tion records, Tut has paradoxically attained 
the highest level of posthumous recognition 
of any pharaoh after the discovery of his 
relatively unlooted tomb in 1922. The Tut 
exhibition touched down in the MFAH last 
month on Oct. 16 and will grace the upper 
level of the Caroline Wiess Law building until 
April 15, 2012. 

The fascination with Tut's early death, 
short boyhood reign and intact necropolis 
have established him as a pop-cultural icon. 
Tut has achieved the coveted eternal afterlife, 
as evidenced by eager Houstonians willing to 
pay up to $33, $29 for students on weekends, 
to view the gilded and stone art treasures of 
his tomb. 

The exhibition begins in a low-lit intro-
ductory theatre. A less-than-two-minute in-
troductory film, appropriately narrated by 
Indiana Jones star Harrison Ford, highlights 
key pharaohs whose artifacts are presented 
in the exhibition. Akin to a Disneyland at-
traction, the theater doors automatically 
open at the end of the film, revealing a pan-
oramic photo of a Giza pyramid. The first 
six galleries of the exhibition highlight 
the lives and artistic likenesses of ancient 
Egyptian pharaohs. 

For the past 3 ,000 years, 30 dynasties have 
controlled Egypt. From a larger-than-life bust 
of Ramesses II to a colossal statue of Amen-
hotep IV, the exhibition's wide range of arti-
facts are aptly representative of the dynastic 
eras. The selection of female-modeled statu-
ary and sketches stray from the stereotypi-
cal representations of women as subservient 
homemakers. Curator David Silverman gains 
feminist points with his particular selection 
of i8th-dynasty "Kneeling Statue of Hatshep-
sut." Hatshepsut broke from the traditional 

norm to rule as queen and pharaoh. 
The stone-carved reliefs of Egyptians 

processing and bowing in profile inevitably 
call forth the kitsch-classic tune "Walk Like 
an Egyptian" by the Bangles. The golden 
mask of Psusennes I, however, soberly re-
minds viewers of the functional reality of 
these artifacts. This gilded mask was found 
covering the head, chest and shoulders of 
Psusennes I's mummy as a symbolic means 
of protection. 

The exhibition devotes the remaining six 
galleries to the headliner pharaoh, Tut. An 
archaeologist's canvas tent demarcates the 
transition to Tut's necropolis treasures. Brit-
ish archaeologist Howard Carter inadvertent-
ly stumbled upon Tut's tomb in the Valley of 
the Kings. 

The layout of the Tut-only half of the ex-
hibition, modeled after the chambers of the 
actual tomb, highlights Silverman's prowess 
as a curator. The artifacts, like the layout of 
the gallery rooms, correspond to their origi-
nal chamber burial placements. The premier 
artifacts featured from the tomb are Tut's 
gold finger- and toe-protectors and a pair of 
golden sandals removed directly from the 
mummy's feet. Scarab amulet collars, semi-
precious stone-inlaid diadems, and a simple 
wooden bed are all thought to have had func-
tional significance while Tut was alive. Two 
other notable artifacts are a lo-foot-tall stat-
ue of Tut, which had been appropriated twice 
by pharaoh successors, and a caste-replica of 
the actual Tut mummy. 

Although the Tut exhibition has garnered 
international acclaim since its debut in the 
1970s, my stroll through the galleries was 
surprisingly underwhelming. Perhaps my 
expectations were unfairly high, but despite 
the over 100 artifacts on display, the variety 
of these artifacts is blatantly lacking. While 
plaques on the exhibition's walls tout Cart-
er's discoveries of gilded chariots, intricately 
painted coffins and woven furniture, the 
exhibition seems to stage an overwhelming 
number of shabti statues, funerary figurine 
servants and coffinettes, the vessels that 
held Tut's organs. 

How does free tuition to Rice and a 
guaranteed job after graduation sound? 
The Rice NROTC Unit is actively recruiting qualified students with less than 30 
college hours to apply for the NROTC National Four Year Scholarship. 

Scholarship benefits include: 
Full College Tuition to Rice University for up to four years to include fees, 
textbooks, arid uniforms. 
Fully funded domestic and international summer cruises aboard active duty 
Navy & Marine Corps assets. 
Monthly stipend that increases every year of the program. 
Guaranteed job upon graduation as an Officer in the United States Navy or 
United States Marine Corps. 

/ 

What does make the Tut exhibition worth-
while, however, are the educational elements 
presented through the accompanying plaques for 
each artifact. The cartouches of the statues trans-
mit one layer of historical background, while the 
curator's plaques provide a second layer of addi-
tional detail in the context of the rituals and sym-
bolic motifs typical of the dynasties. 

The exhibition, above all, benefits from its 
diverse use of multimedia presentations relating 
the artifacts to their original environments. Video 
presentations offer architectural tomb render-
ings, on-site archaeologist interviews and inside 
looks into scientists' genetic analyses conducted 
on mummies. 

O LIKE IT HOT 
FROM PAGE 9 

cians and a beautiful blonde is worth your 
time. Some Like it Hot proves that good humor 
in cinema is timeless. Just because a work of 
art was created decades ago does not mean 
that it is only to be enjoyed by the people of 
its era. If you care to wallow in more of Billy 
Wilder's best, I recommend Double Indemnity 
(1944), The Lost Weekend (1945). Sunset Bou-
levard (1950), Ace in the Hole (1951). The Sev-
en Year Itch (1955) and The Apartment ( i960). 

Joseph Allencherril is a Will Rice 
College senior. Classic Flicks is a column reex-
amining and rediscovering the best that cin-
ema has to offer. 

For more information contact: • LT Jason File, USN • 713-348-3940 • 
navy@rice.edu • http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~navy/ 

lUCE DANCE THEATER 
FALL 2 0 1 1 PRODUCTION 

Read the review of 
• 

Rice Dance Theater's 

'Points of 
Contact' 

b y 

Erlka 
Kwee 

Online-only at 
www.RiceThresher.org <y 

UNDERGRADS! 

Due to popular demand, and additional section of 
ENGL 175: Global Literatures in English 

(distribution group 1) has been added to the Spring 2012 
line-up. 

Recommended by COMM! 

CRN 27271 ENGL 175.004 TTH 2:30-3:50 
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Men's basketball trounces Privateers 83-49 
Freshmen combine for nearly half of team's points, 10 players play 10 or more minutes 
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Junior forward Arsalan Kazemi slams 

home a dunk during the second half 

of the Owls' win over New Orleans. 

by Ryan Glassman 
THRESHER STAFF 

After trailing at hal f t ime against an infe-
rior opponen t in their season opener a year 
ago, the men ' s basketbal l team looked to es-
tablish theii dominance early on in the first 
game of the 2011-12 season against the Uni-
versity of New Orleans (0-2). Just how long 
would it take for them to do so? All of 10 sec-
onds . 

In front of a packed home crowd last Sat-
urday night at Tudor Fieldhouse, Rice junior-
guard Tamir Jackson corralled the opening 
tip and found fellow junior Arsalan Kazemi 
streaking to the hoop for a dunk to open the 
scoring for the season. Rice would lead wire-
to-wire, utilizing their advantage on the glass 
and receiving strong contr ibut ions from the 
f r e shman class en route to an 83-49 rout of 
the Privateers. 

Kazemi, who had 11 points and 12 re-
bounds , and Jackson, who tallied n ine points 
and three assis ts would combine again just 
minu tes into the game, this t ime on a high-
light-reel alley-oop that Kazemi f inished 
emphat ica l ly with one hand for a 12-4 lead. 
But UNO would keep it close throughout the 
half , as 15 turnovers in the first 20 minutes 
kept the Owls from pull ing away early. New 
Orleans set t led in after the first few posses-
sions, applying pressure on the ball and cut 
ting the deficit to just five points with under 
four minu tes remaining in the first half. But 

the Owls would push their lead u p to doub le 
digits before the break, due much in part to strong 
play from their backcourt. After free throws from se-
nior Connor Frizzelle and Jackson, freshman Dylan 
Ennis got to the rim and scored with 11 seconds re-
maining to put Rice up 34-23. Ennis then stole the 
ball with under five seconds left and dished to Jack-
son, whose layup with the clock expiring capped 
an 8-0 run to end the half for Rice. 

The lead would only grow for the Owls in 
the second half , as the upperc lassmen and 
the newcomers worked cohesively to put 

DID Y o u KNOW? 

The last time a freshman led 
the team in scoring during a 
regular-season game was in 
2009 when Arsalan Kazemi 
had 12 points in a game at the 
University of Texas-El Paso. 
Kazemi also added seven re-
bounds in the game as he led 
the team with 35 minutes. The 
Owls lost the game 78-64, 
but a star was born as Kazemi 
made the C-USA all-freshman 
team later in the season. 

UNO away with a ba lanced scoring a t tack 
and stingy team defense . After the t eams 
exchanged baskets in the first few minu tes , 
Jackson found f r e shman Jarelle Reischel 
under the basket for a dunk to put Rice u p 
42-27. Reischel, the only f r e shman to start 
the game for Rice, f in ished with seven po in t s 
and five rebounds in his collegiate debu t . 
Fellow rookie Seth Gearhart later ex tended 
the Owls' lead to 56-35 with unde r 10 min-
utes left , igniting a 22-10 run that would put 
the game out of reach. All but two of Rice's 
points dur ing this span were scored by fresh-
men, who accounted for 39 of the team's 
83 points on the evening. Leading the youth 
movement was f r e shman Julian DeBose, 
who scored a team high 12 points to go a long 
with four r e b o u n d s and th ree ass is ts . Ennis 
would f inish the night with eight po in t s and 
five boards , and f r e s h m a n Ahmad Ib rah im 
a d d e d seven po in t s to c o m m e m o r a t e his col-
legiate debu t . 

Jackson and Kazemi, the junior lead-
ers expected to spea rhead Rice's push for a 
pos tseason ber th , were s t rong when called 
upon in the season opener . The t andem com-
bined to shoot 70 percent from the field for 
the game, as nei ther was forced to play more 
than eight minutes in the second half. Seniors 
Lucas Kupiers and Frizzelle also cont r ibuted 
with efficient pe r formances in their relatively 
limited minutes , as the senior s tar ters were 
able to watch the majori ty of the second 

O s e e MEN, page 14 

Volleyball set for run at trip to NCAA tournament 
by Dan Elledge 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While the volleyball team has found itself near 
the top of the conference standings due to their 
conference record, their subpar overall record has 
given the other top Conference USA teams reason 
to doubt the Owls legitimacy. With conference 
leaders the University of Tulsa (25-5, 16-1 C-USA) 
and rival Southern Methodist University (13-16,9-8 
C-USA) in town for the last Rice home stand of the 
season, the seniors had their chance to prove they 
deserved some recognition in conference. Howev-
er, the Golden Hurricane swept into Houston and 
took care of the Owls to end all dreams of winning 
the conference. The team still sent the seniors off 
with a bang as they beat SMU for the second con-
secutive time this season on Senior Day. 

On Friday, the Owls hosted Tulsa in what was 
going to be one of the toughest home matches of 
the season. Rice knew they could not fall in a hole 
against Tulsa or else the match would be over in a 
hurry. The Owls could not use the raucous crowd 
to their advantage early as Tulsa dominated the 
first set with a score of 25-19. In the second set, 
again it looked like it was all Tulsa as they cruised 
to a 24-18 lead, just one point away from a deadly 
2-0 lead. The Owls would not fold as they reeled 
off an unbelievable six straight points to tie the 

SO. MISS 
WHFCN 

Tonight, 7 p.m. 

WHERE 

Hattiesburg, Miss. 

HISTORY 

The Owls could be in for a fight 
tonight against the Golden Ea-
gles, who forced the Owls to a 
fifth set during their match on 
Sept. 25 at Tudor Fieldhouse. 
Southern Miss is second in 
overall defense in C-USA. The 
Golden Eagles are 9-8 in con-
ference play this season. 

match at 24-24. Rice was determined to win the set 
as they fought off another set point en route to a 
28-26 second set win, which tied the match at 1-1. 

With momentum on their side, it looked 
like the Owls would have a chance to do the 
un th inkab le and upset Tulsa at home. The 

Golden Hurr icane had other p lans , as they 
did not let the hear tbreak ing loss of the sec-
ond set linger. Tulsa and Rice were neck and 
neck in the third set before Tulsa reeled off 
five s t ra ight points to pull away with a 25-22 
set victory. Down 2-1, the Owls knew they had 
an uphi l l cl imb, but they would not give up 
as they took Tulsa to the brink of a f if th set as 
the four th set was tied at 23-23. Tulsa showed 
why they are the best team in conference af-
ter they reeled off two straight points to win 
the set , 25-23 and win the match, 3-1. On the 
a t tack, junior middle blocker Nancy Cole led 
the team with 12 kills while f reshman outs ide 
hit ter Lizzy Bache had 10. Sophomore set-
ter Megan Murphy notched 38 assists while 
f r e shman defensive specialist Daniela Are-
nas had 16 digs to lead all Rice players. 

On Sunday, the Owls hoped they could 
put the hear tbreaking loss from Tulsa aside 
and go on to win against SMU for the seniors 
in their last home game. Rice had bea ten the 
Mustangs earlier in the season, so they were 
conf iden t they could do it again. Rice star ted 
off s t ronger than they did against Tulsa as 
they edged out the Mustangs for a 25-21 set 
victory. In the second set, the Owls kept as-
ser t ing their dominance by easily holding off 

O see VOLLEY, page 14 

OWLOOK 
This Week in Sports 

Friday, Nov. 18 
Swimming at Phill Hansel Cougar Invite 
6 p.m.- Houston Recreation Center Natatorium 

Women's Basketball at Chicago St. 
7 p.m. — Chicago, III. 

Volleyball at Southern Miss 
7p.m. - Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Saturday, Nov. 19 
Football vs. Tulane 
2:30 p.m. — Rice Stadium 

Swimming at Phill Hansel Cougar Invite 

6p.m. — Houston Recreation Center Natatorium 

Sunday, Nov. 20 
Volleyball at Tulane 
1 p.m. — New Orleans, LA 

DRA MOHARAM/THRESHER 

Sophomore outside hitter Mariah Rid-

dlesprigger bumps the ball during Rice's 

victory over SMU on Sunday afternoon. 

Women's Basketball at Valparaiso 
12:05 p.m. — Valparaiso, Ind. 

Men's Basketball vs. Maryland-
Eastern Shore 
3 p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse 

Sunday, Nov. 20 
Men's Basketball vs. Florida A&M 
7 p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse 

STUDENTS GET IN FREE 

> 

FOOTBALL 
\SAT . 1 9 T H 2 :30 P M 

v s . T U L A N E 

LAST H O M E G A M E 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 
S U N . 20TH VS U M E S @ 3PM 

T U E S . 22ND VS F A M U @ 7PM 

* 
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Cross country ends 
season on high note 

Thresher Staff Reports 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

It was a tale of two meets for the men's and 
women's cross country teams at the NCAA South 
Central Regional held last Saturday in Waco, 
Texas. On one hand, the women's team fully ex-
pected to place among the top three to four teams 
and have a chance at an at-large bid to the NCAA 
Championship Meet on Monday, while the men 
were just hoping to crack the top 10. Unfortunately, 
the women were on the outside looking in, finish-
ing one point out of fourth place, while the men's 
sixth-place finish came as somewhat of a surprise 
considering the team's tough Conference USA 
Championship meet. 

Senior Becky Wade came through and did 
her part for the women, running a blistering 
time of 20:25 in the six-kilometer race to cross 
the finish line in second place. Fellow senior 
Allison Pye was 14th and 49 seconds behind 
Wade, and redshirt sophomore Farrah Madanay 
was 27th overall. Senior Halsey Fowler followed 
in 36th place, and redshirt sophomore Lindsay 
Miller was 50th overall. All together, Rice's 129 
points put them one point behind Southern 
Methodist University, which Head Coach Jim 
Bevan noted was an improvement over their 
run at the C-USA Championship. 

"We put together a better race today, com-
ing within one point of [C-USA] champs SMU 
and finishing fifth in a region that consists 
of all the schools in Texas, Louisiana and Ar-
kansas. [Madanay] had her best race of her 
career as our third runner, running 21:52, 
which is a huge improvement over her previ-
ous races. Overall, we ran the best race of the 
year for us at the last championship race, and 
that's what you hope for," Bevan said. 

The men's cross country team apparently 
used its fourth-place finish at the C-USA Cham-
pionship to motivate them to a sixth-place fin-
ish at the NCAA South Central Regional, the 
team's best finish since 2008. While he has been 
somewhat hindered by a lingering injury, redshirt 

junior Matt Carey picked an excellent time to have 
his best race of the year, leading the way for Rice 
with a 32nd place finish and a time of 31:57. In his 
last cross-country race, senior Michael Trejo was 
37th and crossed the finish line nine seconds after 
Carey. Sophomore John Cavallo finished up a stel-
lar campaign with a time of 32:20 in the ro-kilome-
ter race, and freshman Will Firth followed shortly 
after to finish fourth amongst Owls. Redshirt junior 
James Llamas was 20 seconds behind Firth to fin-
ish 53rd and sophomores Travis Roberts and Wyatt 
Doop finished up the Rice effort in Waco. Perhaps 
what was most impressive was that the team fin-
ished so high without the services of redshirt ju-
nior Gabe Cuadra, who has been a top-three run-
ner for Rice all season long and continues to nurse 
a leg injury sustained before the C-USA Champion-
ship. Head Coach Jon Warren (Jones '88) talked 
about the team's performance after the race. 

"We changed our strategy for this meet and it 
worked out pretty well," Warren said. "To finish 
in the top six in this region is a great accomplish-
ment and within our goals that we set at the start 
of the season. The team ran smart, and we had a 
tight pack from start to finish. [Carey] had his best 
race of the year and [Trejo] ended his cross country 
career on a high note." 

Unfortunately, neither team will meet their 
goal of advancing to the NCAA Championship 
on Monday, but Wade will go to the event in 
Terre Haute, Ind. to compete as an individual. 

Looking ahead to the 2012 season for the men. 
only Trejo will leave due to graduation and War-
ren's bunch will start next year with high expec-
tations, much like this year. The three redshirt 
juniors — Cuadra, Carey and Llamas — will all re-
turn for their final campaign and will surely make 
up three of the top five members of the team. Ca-
vallo enjoyed a breakout season this year and will 
certainly be a leader for the Owls for the next few 
years, along with Roberts and Doop. Firth had one 
of the best seasons for a freshman in recent memo-
ry and will provide depth for the team, along with 
his fellow freshmen. 

O see CROSS, page 14 

This past Monday, the National Basketball 
Players Association rejected the most recent 
owners' offer of a new collective bargaining 
agreement. This move means that the season is 
very much in jeopardy, as the players are going 
to file an antitrust lawsuit against the league and 
are decertifying as a union. The process of fil-
ing an antitrust lawsuit 
and going through the 
legal procedures could 
take many months and 
therefore increases the 
chances that there will 
be no 2011-12 season. 

Hearing this news 
sickens me. My Novem-
bers to Junes are filled 
with watching excit-
ing, NBA basketball 
with buzzer-beaters and amazing upsets. The 
NBA has had a history of labor disagreements 
before. For example, the 1999 season was cut 
to 50 games. The National Basketball Players 
Association and the owners agreed on a deal 
at the last minute to save that season. Leading 
experts are saying that the odds are even worse 
this time to make a season-saving dea'. 

The fact that the lockout has gone this far 
into the season and is going to go possibly until 
February is ridiculous. We saw the same thing 
with the NFL this summer, but at least they got 
their act together and saved their season without 
losing any games. There seems to be no urgency 
with the NBA players and owners, as they did 
not start increasing their discussions until early 
season games were missed. At this point in the 
game, it is too late for the players' and owners' 
urgency to increase. The antitrust lawsuit should 
have been filed much earlier if the league wanted 

Dan Elledge 
SPORTS EDITOR 

a quick resolution. 
Like the NFL lockout, many people are frus-

trated with why this work stoppage is even go-
ing on. The owners and players are fighting over 
billions of dollars. Does it really matter if there is 
a harder cap and players lose a couple million 
off of their salaries? Should high-profile players 

like LeBron James and 
Kobe Bryant be upset 
if they are making $16 
million per season in-
stead of $18 million? 
For the owners' side, 
does it matter if they 
are not making that 
much profit off of their 
franchises? All own-
ers in the NBA are very 
rich, and losing some 

money from their NBA franchises is not going to 
lead to their bankruptcy. 

Besides these issues, this is the worst possible 
time for the NBA to go into a lockout. Popularity 
is at an all-time high as more people tuned into 
this year's finals than ever before. The creation 
ofa villain team in the Miami Heat has increased 
popularity all over the country. With this lockout, 
the NBA could lose many fans and lose the mo-
mentum they have been receiving over the past 
few years. After the canceling of the 2004-05 NHL 
season, hockey lost a lot of fans and has still not 
recovered all of their fan base they lost in that one 
season People will argue that the NBA will not 
have the same popularity dropoff as the NHL, 
but there will inevitably be some sort of a decline. 
The loss of an entire season of NBA basketball 
would annoy many fans, including me, and if the 
season is lost the NBA will have no one to blame 
but themselves. » « 

COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 
Science, Engineering, and Applied Math Students 

1 t 

Programs offering scholarships include: 

• Applied Mathematics and Computational Science (AMCS) 

• Bioscience (B) 

• Chemical and Biological Engineering (CBE) 

• Chemical Science (ChemS) 

• Computer Science (CS) 

• Earth Science and Engineering (ErSE) 

• Electrical Engineering (EE) 

• Environmental Science and Engineering (EnSE) 

• Marine Science (MarS) 

• Materials Science and Engineering (MSE) 

• Mechanical Engineering (ME) 

Master's and PhD students will benefit from the 
extensive scholarship package that includes: 

• Full tuition 
• Monthly living allowance 
• Housing 
• Relocation support 
• Health and dental insurance 

Eligible students may apply immediately for MS/PhD 
programs starting in September 2012. 

For complete information & details visit: 
www.kaust.edu.sa 
Email: admissions@kaust.edu.sa 
Phone: +966 (2) 808-3428/9 
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King Abdullah University of Science and Technology 
An international, graduate university located on the 
shores of the Red Sea in Saudi Arabia 
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Football loses to Northwestern, not going to bowl 
For fourth time in Bailiff's five years Owls will not go to bowl; face Tulane tomorrow 

by Teddy Grodek 
THRESHER STAFF 

After beating Purdue University earlier in the 
season, it was thought that the stigma when playing 
against major conference teams had disappeared 
for the football team. The team was hoping to go 
2-o against Big 10 teams this season - what would 
surely have been a bright spot in an otherwise dis-
appointing campaign. Northwestern University, a 
mediocre Big 10 team, had other plans when the 
Owls traveled to Evanston, 111. this past weekend. 

Northwestern dominated from start to finish, 
with Rice unable to move the ball until the closing 
minutes of the game. The Owls' offense, who had 
strung together a streak of high scoring games, ap-
parently didn't get on the plane at Hobby Airport 
last Friday. 

"We couldn't get anything explosive," Head 
Coach David Bailiff said. "We ran the ball and get 
to the safeties but just couldn't make people miss. 
They are a very solid defensive football team. We 
just had a hard time establishing a running game or 
establishing a throwing game." 

Rice started off with a three-and-out on a drive 
that only netted eight total yards. Northwestern 
scored their first touchdown a few minutes later, de-
spite senior punter Kyle Martens placing the Wild-
cats on their own four-yard line. 

It only took a few seconds for the Wildcats to 
score on their drive, when Northwestern quarter-
back Dan Persa found wide receiver Jeremy Ebert 
on a 90-yard play that put the Owls down 7-0. Persa, 
who had been injured the week before, showed no 
signs of it this week against the Owls. 

Rice continued to struggle on offense through-
out the half, despite an interception by junior safety 
Corey Frazier that left the team at their own 44 - a 
prime scoring position. 

After a Rice punt and the waste of great field 

position, Northwestern again had no problem mov-
ing the football. Persa would find Ebert again on a 
17-yard route with a few minutes remaining in the 
second quarter to make the game 14-0. 

An interception thrown by senior quarter-
back Nick Fanuzzi would give Northwestern one 
last opportunity to put the ball in the end zone 
in the first half's closing minutes. With one 
minute left, Persa took the ball and once again 
drove his team down the field, hitting one of 
his receivers on a 15-yard crossing route for his 
third touchdown pass of the game. The score 
was 21-0 heading into the locker room. 

Rice's defense played well in the third quar-
ter, shutt ing Northwestern out completely. 
Freshman cornerback Bryce Callahan had his 
sixth interception of the season, tops among 
freshmen in the country. 

Persa would start the fourth quarter by throwing 
one more touchdown, a little three-yard dump on 
the goal line. In addition to four touchdown passes, 
Persa ended with 372 passing yards, one of the best 
days of his career. 

Rice avoided the shut out in the closing minutes 
of the game, with a nine-yard touchdown run by se-
nior halfback Tyler Smith. It would have been the 
first time in 132 games that Rice had been shut-out. 

Smith led the Owls in rushing with 88 yards 
for the day, averaging four yards a carry. Fanuzzi, 
who had recently taken over the starting quar-
terback reins from sophomore Taylor McHargue, 
had an unremarkable day under center, throw-
ing for only 92 yards with the one interception. 

This next week, the Owls conclude their home 
season with their last game in Houston. Tulane 
University travels to Rice Stadium, and is looking 
to snap an eight-game losing streak Tulane only 
has one win inside Conference USA, a road game 
against the University of Alabama-Birmingham, 
and are hoping that the struggling Owls defense is 

A L E X A N D R A M O H A R A M / T H R E S H E R 

Sophomore Jeremy Eddington dives in the endzone for a score against the University of Texas 

El-Paso on Nov. 5. The Owls play Tulane this weekend in their last home game of the season. 

just what they need. 
Rice senior safety Xavier Webb commented 

on his feelings about playing his last home foot-
ball game. 

"It will be emotional," Webb said. "Last [home] 

game, second to last game, for most of us to play 
football in our career. It will be emotional, but it will 
be a football game, and you always want to beat the 
person across from you. So during the game, I think 
it will just be another football game." 

Women's basketball has rough start to season 
Netters lose first two games by a combined 39 points, get first win on Wednesday 

by Teddy Grodek 
THRESHER STAFF 

Despite such high expectations, the wom-
en's basketball team got off to a disappointing 
start, losing their first two games before beating 
Houston Baptist Univerity Wednesday night in 
Tudor Fieldhouse. 

The season opener, at Prairie View A&M Uni-
versity, was never supposed to be a close game. 
The Owls, who led for a lot of the game, let Prai-
rie View go on an 11-5 run in the closing minutes 
to squeak by 61-58. Sophomore forward Jessica 
Kuster, back after one of the best freshman sea-
sons ever inside C-USA, led the way with 22 points 
and 18 rebounds. Senior point guard D'Frantz 
Smart contributed 11 points and four assists to 
the losing effort. 

After the first game against a relatively un-
known opponent, the Owls traveled to the Big 12 
conference to take on Oklahoma State University. 
OSU, who is predicted to finish fairly in the mid-
dle of the pack in the Big 12, dominated the game. 

They zeroed in on Kuster, giving her no room 
to work with the basketball. The score was a stag-
gering 58-27 at the half, and it looked like Okla-

homa State was on pace to score a hundred. The 
Cowgirls would fall just short, winning by a final 
score of 96-60. Forward Kendra Suttles led OSU 
with 27 points. 

On Wednesday night, opponent Houston 
Baptist did not have the same luck that the 
Cowgirls had with Jessica Kuster, allowing her 
to score 31 points. 

Kuster, who would also record 19 rebounds, 
led the Owls to a 75-42 win to open the season in-
side Tudor Fieldhouse. Rice dominated the first 
half, at one point having a 31-8 lead. In addition 
to Kuster's second double-double of the year, se-
nior forward Brianna Hypolite added 16 points. 
Kuster was pleased with the team's performance. 

"It was our first first home game and we want-
ed to show to our fans that we're fun to watch," 
she said. 

The win was much needed for the Owls, who 
can get back to .500 with tonight's matchup at 
Chicago State University. The game will mark the 
return of Smart to her hometown. 

The team stays inside the Midwest with a Sun-
day afternoon game against Valparaiso Univer-
sity. Then they open a home stand with a game 
against Alcorn State University next Wednesday. 

Glascock School// Continuing Studies 

P a r a l e g a l : Your career in five months 
Rice University's Paralegal Certificate Program 

C L A S S R O O M P R O G R A M : 

Join us for an information session on December 7 
at 6:00 p.m. Classes begin January 30, 2012 

W E B - D E L I V E R E D P R O G R A M : 

To be offered fall 2012 

$250 discount for infotmation session attendees 

"I would not have been able to make it thus far tn my career in such 

a short time without the Rice fnvgram. " - EMILY SHAW, PAST PARTICIPANT 

MORE INFORMATION AT p a r a l e g a l . r i c e . e d u 

OR CALL 7 1 3 - 3 4 8 - 4 8 0 3 RICE 
Senior Brianna Hypolite goes for a layup against Houston Baptist University on Wednesday as 

they won 75-42. The Owls dropped their first two games on the road and head out for a Midwest 

road trip this weekend. The next home game for the Owls is against Alcom State on Nov. 23. 
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half f rom the bench . Sophomore J.R. Reyn-
olds ' l ayup in the f inal minu te s marked the 
n t h scorer of the night for the Owls, as Rice 
opened their s ea son wi th a win for the four th 
s t ra ight year u n d e r Head Coach Ben Braun. 
A forgotten stat is t ic wi th in last weekend ' s 
b lowout is the fact tha t 10 players played 10 
or more minu tes , a sure s ign tha t this t eam's 
d e p t h is unp receden t ed in the Braun era . 

After a game last night at Southern Uni-
versity, the t eam's second s t ra ight game 
agains t a New Orleans school , Rice will hos t 
the University of Maryland-Eastern Shore 
Sunday a f t e rnoon and Florida A&M Univer-
sity on Tuesday night before head ing sou th 
next week for the South Padre Invi ta t ional . 
Assuming an Owls' victory last night agains t 
the Jaguars, t he Owls shou ld have no t rouble 
moving to 4-0 wi th wins over the Hawks a n d 
the Rattlers. On paper , the Owls have m u c h 
more ta lent and the home-cour t environ-
ment at Tudor F ie ldhouse shou ld allow Rice 
to cruise to victories. The Hawks were b lown 
out in their first m a t c h u p agains t George 
Washington University, 64-48, bu t squeaked 
out a two-point overt ime victory over Ameri-
can University on Monday. Florida A&M has 
had a rough s tar t to their season , losing their 
first two games to the Georgia Inst i tute of 
Technology a n d Stetson University by a com-
bined 51 points . The Rattlers are 328th in the 
NCAA Ratings Percentage Index, compared 
to Rice's r ank ing of 183. 

a c r o s s 
FROM PAGE 1 2 

On the other side of things, the outlook is not 
as rosy for the women, who will lose three seniors 
who made up three of the top five runners to grad-
uation. Fowler, Wade and Pye will all graduate, 
leaving Miller and Madanay to lead the way for 
Rice next year. Junior Heather Olson and freshman 
Allie Schaich will look to consistently fill roles 
among the top five runners for Rice next year. 

POWDERPUFF NOTEBOOK 

SMU for a 25-17 set victory. Rice would not 
let SMU even dream they had a p u n c h e r ' s 
chance in the match as they put them away, 
25-18 in the third set for a sweep. Cole aga in 
domina t ed as she had a team-high 14 kills. 
Murphy h a d 41 assists , while junior ou t s ide 
hi t ter Laurie McNamara got 15 digs. Senior 
defens ive special is t Megan White had seven 
digs as she said goodbye to Tudor Fie ldhouse 
for the last t ime. 

With the split over the weekend, the Owls 
a re now 16-12 on the season with an 11-6 con-
ference record, good enough to tie the Uni-
versi ty of Alabama-Birmingham for second 
place . The Owls f inished the regular season 
with a respec tab le 10-5 record at home. Head 
Coach Genny Volpe was very p leased with 
Rice's play at h o m e this season , but she felt 
tha t there is no di f ference between road and 
h o m e games for the Owls. 

"To tell you the t ru th , I don' t see a big 
d i f fe rence be tween the way we play at h o m e 
a n d the way we play on the road , " Volpe said . 
"We are not playing on the road like we have 
a d i sadvan tage . We just play." 

Sunday ' s game agains t SMU was the last 
t ime tha t senior outs ide hitter Jordan Mer-
edi th and White will don the white home jer-
sey for the Owls. Murphy said tha t the team is 
going to miss the seniors and that hopefu l ly 
their p resence will be filled in the fu ture . 

"We are definitely going to miss the seniors a 
lot," Murphy said. "They have been impact play-
ers for the past couple of years so we are going 
to miss them a lot, but we have great p layers 
coming in so we shou ld be a l r igh t . " 

The Owls wan t to c o n t i n u e the i r ques t 
for second p lace in confe rence as they h e a d 
to the s o u t h e a s t to take on the Universi ty 
of S o u t h e r n Mississippi (15-14, 9-8 C-USA) 
ton igh t a n d Tu lane Universi ty (9-19, 4-13 C-
USA) on Sunday . Earl ier th i s s e a s o n , Rice 
bea t bo th t e a m s at h o m e , S o u t h e r n Miss 
in five g rue l ing sets and Tulane in four 
tough se t s . Volpe k n o w s h o w cruc ia l t h e s e 
two m a t c h e s a re going to be in t e rms of 
f i n i s h i n g s t rong in c o n f e r e n c e and ge t t ing 
a NCAA t o u r n a m e n t be r th s ince USM a n d 

The Chelsea Grill 
Ik CUm (jritl is tk torjW flm 
fjor bmr-^r-s , fines and km! 

Whether you're finishing up a all day study session, 
planning the perfect date, or just hanging out with friends, The Chelsea Grill 

offers modern, American food in a relaxed setting. Our dishes served will 
be enjoyed by everyone. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT/RICE UNIVERSITY AREA 
4621 Montrose Boulevard 

Houston, TX 77006-6132 

(713)942-9857 

www.chelseagrill.com 

CasMtf dining if wore ficut at Tt)G Chelsea Gfill 

ANY PURCHASE OF $20 OR MORE WITH THIS AD 
One coupon per visit per table Present this coupon at time of purchase to receive discount off your purchase Not valid 
with any other offer or discount Not refundable or redeemable for cash Excludes tax. alcohol gratuity and purchase of 

gift cards Valid for dine in only. 

Week In Powderpuff 
With the regular season coming to an end, 

the powderpuff playoffs will begin this weekend, 
with three teams from each of the North and 
South divisions advancing to the postseason 
tournament. Lovett College and Martel Col-
lege will receive first-round byes as division 
champions (Martel clinches the division via 
the head-to-head tiebreaker with the Graduate 
Student Association) and will play the winner 
of the opposite division's first-round game. In 
the South, Sid Richardson College and Hanszen 
College will meet tomorrow at 11 a.m., while 
the GSA and Duncan College will tangle in the 
North Colleges' first-round game. The Sid Rich/ 
Hanszen winner will face Martel on Monday, 
Nov. 28 at 8 p.m., while the Duncan/GSA victor 
will meet Lovett at 9:30 p.m. on the same date. 
The winners of those two games will meet in the 
championship game on Monday, Dec. 5. 

Sid Rich 31, Will Rice o 

GSA 12, Brown 6 

Martel 6, McMurtryo 

Final Regular Season Standings: 
North Colleges 
GSA 6-1 (4-1 in division)* 
Martel 5-2 (4-1 in division)** 
Duncan 4-3 (3-2 in division)* 
Brown 3-4(3-2 in division) 
McMurtry 1-6 (1-4 in division) 
Jones 0-7 (0-5 in division) 

South Colleges 
Lovett 6-0 (4-0 in division)** 
Hanszen 5-2 (3-2 in division)* 
Sid Rich 5-2 (3-2 in division)* 
Baker 3-3 (2-2 in division) 
Will Rice 2-5 (1-4 in division) 
Wiess 1-6 (1-4 in division) 

** In playoffs, first-round bye 

*ln playoffs, no first-round bye 

— Thresher Staff Reports 
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Follow twitter.com/ThresherSports for updates 
from the football game tomorrow at 2:30 p.m as 
the Owls attempt to win their fourth home game of 
the season against the Tulane Green Wave. 

Tulane a re going to be giving it the i r all to 
u p s e t t h e Owls. 

" S o u t h e r n Miss is an ex t remely s c r a p p y 
t e a m a s they are aggress ive of fens ive ly ," 
Volpe sa id . "We know we are going to have 
our h a n d s ful l . Tulane has been s t ruggl ing 
lately so we are going to try to exploi t their 
d e f e n s e to pull out the win . Both t e a m s are 
wor thy o p p o n e n t s and they a lways c o m p e t e 
well aga ins t us . " 

% r d ' ^ 4 & 

The Owls ' f inal h o m e game will be 
Wednesday , Nov. 23 aga ins t the Universi ty 
of Hous ton (17-10, 10-7 C-USA). The Cougars 
c a m e into Tudor F i e ldhouse a n d swept the 
Owls 3-0 on Sept . 20 in bo th t e a m s ' f irst con-
fe rence m a t c h u p , so the Owls will be out for 
revenge on Cullen Boulevard as bo th t e a m s 
look to pu t t hemse lves in t h e d i s cus s ion for 
an a t - la rge spot in the NCAA t o u r n a m e n t . 
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Freshman flag 
dynasty dominates 

The Will Rice College f r e s h m a n flag footbal l t eam 

w o n the c h a m p i o n s h i p for t h e s econd t ime in th ree 

years las t Saturday, bea t ing Baker College 19-6. 

CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Hours 
M O D - Sat 

10 a . m . - 9 p.m. 
Sun 

Closed 

Lunch Special 
Mon - Fri 11 a.m -1 

p.m. 
Combo Meal $5.00 

Friends coming over to w a t c h the game 
or having an office party? 

We cater! Please contac t us for more information on 
how WanFu can ca ter your next big event. 

We deliver wi thin a 2-mile radius 
($15 .00 minimum order) 

Tips appreciated 
6609 Main Street (Between Holcombe and Dryden) 

TEL:(713)-796-8188 
FAX:(713)796-2800 
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second floor of the Gibbs Rec-
reation Center and is $5 for 
students and $7 for all others. 

World-class reception Hamman Hall is cursed 

International Education 
Week is coming to a close, so 
there will be a reception today 
for all of us to reflect on all of 
the delicious Brazilian briga-
deros and Turkish coffee we 
have had. The reception will 
be held from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
in the Brown Garden and 
cake and light refreshments 
will be provided. The winners 
of the International Educa-
tion Week Essay Competition 
will be announced as well. 

R2-D2, duck! 
Tonight you have the chance 
to play laser tag on campus. 
If you've registered in ad-
vance, go to the fields be-
hind the Gibbs Recreation 
Center from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
with your blaster and aim 
for Jabba. All proceeds for 
the event will go to the Field 
A Vision mentorship pro-
gram. If you forgot to sign up, 
you can steal your professor's 
laser pointer and run around 
Herzstein Hall instead. 

jamming to Graham 
The Rice Dance Theater will 
have two more performanc-
es of the show "Points of 
Contact" tonight and tomor-
row at 8 p.m. The dance per-
formance takes place on the 

The final shows of Shake-
speare's Macbeth are 
tonight and tomorrow at 
8 p.m. Tickets are $5 for stu-
dents, $8 for faculty, staff, 
alumni and senior citizens, 
and $10 for everybody else. 

Put a chip in it 
Wiess College is hosting Sal-
sa night tonight. Gyrate your 
hips to Gloria Estefan and en-
joy non-alcoholic margaritas 
or beer and sangria for those 
of age. If your salsa dancing 
skills have fallen to the way-
side, come at 9 p.m. for free 
dancing lessons. The party 
continues until 1 a.m. 

Culture drives a Tata 
The South Asian Society 
presents Dhamaka, a night 
of South Asian music, 
dance, food and fun. The 
Grand Hall doors open at 
5 p.m., the show starts at 
6 p.m. and dinner will be 
served afterwards. There 
will even be door prizes 
given out during intermis-
sion (free Bollywood mov-
ies, anyone?). Tickets cost 
$5 for Rice students, staff 
and faculty and $10 for 
everyone else. All proceeds 
go to Daya Houston. 

Hoeveel kost dat? 
Jones College presents one 
of the sleaziest parties of 
the year, Red Light District. 
Bring some extra euros 
because these girls don't 
go Dutch. The Heineken is 
tapped at 10 p.m. and flows 
until 2 a.m. Let's hope they 
also have good amounts 
of gouda and stroopwafel. 
There will not be any coffee 
shops set up to, um, raise 
your spirits. 

SATURDAY 1 9 1 SUNDAY 2 0 

A few blue notes 
Shepherd School graduate 
students have organized a 
concert inspired by Ana Ser-
rano's installation Salon of 
Beauty, currently on display 
at the Rice Gallery. Ensembles 
will perform works that ex-
plore the relationship between 
color and music. Painting 
a clarinet turquoise doesn't 
count. The concert starts at 
3 p.m. in Sewall Hall and a free 
public reception will follow. 

I wish for world peace and 
an extra swimsuit round 

Mr. Rice 2011 is Rice's first 
ever cross-campus male 
beauty pageant. Come out 
to support your college's 
hunky monkey as they com-
pete for the title of Mr. Rice. 
The Grand Hall doors open 
at 6 p.m., and the competi-
tion starts at 6:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $4 and raise money 
for the AIDS Foundation 
Houston's soup kitchen. 

CROSSWORD: GOBBLE GOBBLE NOM NOM 

This crossword was created by Rebecca Jeun. 
The solution will be posted on Twitter at twitter.com/threshercal. 

Across 
1. Sandwich place 
5. Slimy veggie 
9. Units of work 
13. Prayer leader of Islam 
14. Pager sound 
15. Father 
16. Squash-based dessert 
19. Ski lift type 
20. Charlotte did this for Wilbur 
21. "Nobody doesn't like Lee" 
23. Lab eggs 
24. '60s boot fashion 
27. Thin out 
29. Sauce accompanying 
the turkey 
33- canto 
34. Holiday tubers 
35- Lao-tzu's teaching 

36. Ocean detection systems 
39. Gain years 
40. Ophthalmologist's solu-
tion sometimes 
42. Through 
43. Mandela of South Africa 
45. Note after fa 
46. Little dent 
47. Debtor's note 
48. Turkey fillings 
50. Turkey utterance 
52. Absorbed radiation doses 
53. "Catch-22" pilot 
54. Zesty taste 
56. Like some coffee 
59. Five hundred sheets 
61. Horn of plenty 
65. Letter after epsilon 

66. Go wild 
67. Cranks (up) 
68. Paper change 
69. Basilica feature 
70. Insightful 

Down 
1. Chip partner 
2. Flightless birds 
3. Light source 
4. Disputes the validity of 
5. Kimono sash 
6. When doubled, sudoku-
like logic puzzle 
7. Gym set 
8. Bee yard 
9. NYC's time zone 
10. Vitamin B2's other name 
11. Turkey accompaniment 
12. Blood fluids after coagulation 
17. Door handle 
18. Time period 
22. U of Michigan locale, 
with Ann 
25. Be accepted 
26 . B: toothpaste company 
28. Poet's dusk 
29. Printer's blue 
30 . Against the Machine 
31. Improve 
32. Turkey cooking method 
36. Part of the musical 
syllable scale 
37. Marriage symbol 
38. Droops 
40. Uncertainty 
41. Band's travel route 
44. Bawl 
46. Dissension 
48. Mrs. in Spain 
49. Financial regulatory agcy. 
50 . bean casserole 
51. Wisconsin city Fond du 
53. Rice-like pasta 
55. Handle 
57. Fencing sword 
58. Seedy bar 
60. Partners of pas 
62. Negatives 
63. Indigenous Utah residents 
64. Cleopatra's nemesis 

HOW TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS 

The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions are printed on a space-available basis. 

Submission methods 
Faxc 713.348.5238 
Email: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar Editor 

Thresher, MS-524 

Engineers and pre-meds 
have hobbies 

The Campanile Orchestra, 
made up of non-music ma-
jors and community mem-
bers, will have a concert at 
8 p.m. in the Stude Concert 
Hall. The program starts 
out with Debussy's Prelude 
to the Afternoon of a Faun 
and Ravel's Mother Goose 
Suite, and concludes with 
Tchaikovsky's Symphony 
No. 5 in E Minor. Let's hope 
the horn solo in the second 
movement goes over well. 

MONDAY 2 1 

Put that blanket on hold 
The Student Association has 
rescheduled its blanket tax 
voting until this Monday. 
They will meet again at 9 p.m. 
in the Farnsworth Pavilion. 
President David Leebron will 
be in attendance (and I hope 
he brings some cookies). 

Holiday Chorale boosts 
your morale 

The Rice Chorale presents a 
concert for the season of win-
ter, Advent and Christmas in 
the Edythe Bates Old Recital 
Hall. Listen to the voices soar 
and the organ roar on Nov. 28 
and Nov. 29 at 8 p.m. Admission 
is free and open to the public. 

TUESDAY 2 9 

Call the ARTbulance 
The EMERGEncy Room Gal-
lery presents Nick Barbee's 
installation exhibition "Cato," 
a concise distillation of the 
artist's interest in abstraction. 
The exhibit opens on Nov. 29 
with a talk by the artist at 6 p.m. 
in Sewall Hall 309. The event 
is free and will be followed 
by an opening reception. 

THURSDAY I WEDNESDAY 3 0 

Gobble up some turkey Words and art 
If you're bored without 
classes to attend and need 
to escape the family ten-
sion, do the crossword! 

The Rice Gallery hosts a 
live reading of works writ-
ten in response to Salon of 
Beauty at 7 p.m. 

PUNDLE 

Instructions: 
These drawings depict a common phrase, pop culture ref-
erence, pun or compound word. Use the clues given in the 
drawing to find out the answer. In rare occasions there may 
be two answers. The first answer is given for you to help you 
out. The answer to the second pundle will be posted onlwit-
ter at twitter.com/threshercal. 

>|ueq uuads udMsuy 

N 

Pundles created by Christoph Meyer. 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
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Rice University's first official Thanksgiving 
A somewhat coherent legend brought to you 

by too much work and alcoholism: 
Once upon a mystical time, in Nov. 1974, 

there were a group of students who trav-
eled to a place called Rice University. There 
they suffered greatly, and by the time No-
vember rolled, around they had meager sup-
plies to survive the harsh, exam-filled winter. 

Many lived in destitute conditions in Fon-
dren Library, sleeping for an hour and a half at a 
time on the cold, unforgiving floor. Their leader, 
President David Leebron, began to despair. It 
looked as if all of the students would die before 
the next GPA harvest. Furthermore, several of 
the students had become werewolves, because 
fuck it. Why not? Anyway, things were looking 
pretty grim. 

John Smith, a pilgrim stressing about the up-
coming harvest, slowly cried into his Fondren 
desk and typewriter, or whatever people in the 
'70s used for computers. He heard a small voice 
say "Hey buddy." 

Smith looked down and to his surprise saw a 
talking owl. 

"Hey there friend. My name is Squanto the 
Owl. I am here to help you and your students sur-
vive the end of November." 

John knew that this owl probably existed only 
in his head, but after hours of writing papers, he 
could not distinguish bullshit from reality. John 
decided that his life couldn't get worse, and it 
would be rude to ignore little Squanto. 

"Hello, nice to meet you," John Smith stated "I 
thought Squanto was an Indian, not an owl." 

"Native American, not Indian. I lead a tribe 
of talking owls who live in the steam tunnels , 
that way no one can read this story as being 
racis t ," Squanto sighed. Anyway, want me to 
teach you the meaning of giving thanks and 
save your people?" 

John Smith thought for a while and followed 
Squanto to the basement of the library. Once 
there, Squanto showed John Smith the great mys-
tical door of Krygnor, the passageway to the Land 
of the Owls. Squanto used the great key of stone 
to open the massive portal into the magical steam 
tunnels, took John over the pristine, all-natural 
ice river, walked past the great rolling rock falls 
and through the rocky pass of Mount High Life. 
When they reached the owl village of Hootown, 
John Smith wept at the utter laziness required to 
name the owl village Hootown. Squanto showed 
John Smith a great storeroom filled with many 
casks and kegs. 

"Here is the beer room," Squanto announced. 
"What is this beer?" a confused John Smith asked. 
"I could explain it," Squanto said, "instead but I 

THE OOMPA LOOMPA'S SONG 

Oorapa Loompa doompadee doo 
I've got a special beverage for you 
Oompa Llompa doompadah dee 
If you are wise you will listen to me 

What do you get when you 
have too much work? 
A lifetime in Fondren driving 
you berserk 
You need a potion to make you 
unwind; 
Otherwise you could lose you mind 

Oompa Loompa dompadee dah, 
Get drunk but do not a drive a car. 
You will live in 
happiness too, 
Like the Oompa ^ 
Oompa Loompa 4 5 
doompadee do! 

am going to let the Oompa Loompas do the work." 
"So let me get this straight," John Smith said. "You 
are a tribe of owls, but there are also Oompa Loom-
pas. That doesn't even begin to make sense." 

Squanto handed him a cup filled with some of the 
Owls' mystical beer. 

"Oh John, drink from this cup, and many Liings 
will make sense, like why people enjoy grinding in a 
sweaty mass of people or enjoy Ke$ha songs." 

John took a sip. 
The next morning, Squanto awoke a very hungov-

er John Smith. 
"Squanto, my head hurts, but your mystical po-

tion called beer has opened my eyes. For the first 
night I can remember I didn't care about school. 
Food tasted better. I fell in love with many Owl 
women, even though I don't remember any of 
their names. We must take as much beer as we 
can back to Rice." 

So the Owl people and John Smith grabbed as 
much beer as their wings and arms could hold 
and traveled through the rocky pass of Mount 
High Life, past the great rolling rock falls, over 
the pristine, all-natural ice river and through the 
great door of Krygnor. Once they had arrived, they 
brought the beer to the Rice students. Leebron said 
a great speech, and all of the owls got drunk. Hon-
ey Butter Chicken Biscuits were served, all had a 
great time and all were thankful. Until they failed 
their tests and were eaten by the werewolves. 

T f e 'End. 

H 
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The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer, Anthony Lauriello and Zach Casias. Email questions or concerns to ajw3@rice.edu. 

CLASSIFIEDS @ rice.edu 
WANTED 
COME TEACH FOR testmasters! No experience 
necessary as all training is provided. Full and 
part t ime positions available. Dynamic and En-
ergetic teachers wanted. Pay rate starts at $18-
$3o/hour. Call 281-276-7743 or email rice-jobs@ 
testmasters.com. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING Squared , a pri-

vate tutorial service, needs part-time tutors in 
Mathmatics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Span-
ish, English, Economics and Finance. Flexible 
hours. Excellent pay. No house calls. Office lo-
cated c lose to campus . 713-528-7085 

SEEKING INDIVIDUALS TO work as Secretary/ 
Bookkeeping /Accounts /Mai l /Dispatcher /Pay-
Roll Specialist Clerk, Typist and sale rep,quali-
fication, verbal/written communication skills, 
extremely organized. Interested candidates 
should contact wardromanx@hotmail.com. 

TUTORVILLE IS HIRING Tutors! Highly motivated 
and talented individuals. Pay is contingent on 

experience. www.TutorVilleTexas.com. Com-
plete application & email to: CourtneyBarta@ 
TutorVilleTexas.com. Call 713.857.0367 if you 
have questions. 

TUTORING POSITIONS AVAILABLE. We are look-

ing for dependable, caring academic tutors 
to work with students grades 1-12 one-on-one 
in their homes (in the galleria area) during af-
ter school hours and possibly on weekends 
throughout the 2011-2012 school year. Compen-
sation is $25/hour. Please contact Alyson at At-
Home Tutoring Services for more information 
at 713-572.3533 or email hometutoring@aol.com 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classified advertisements. The 
Thresher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for 
any reason. Additionally, the Thresher does not take 
responsibility for the factual content of any ad. Printing 
an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Thresher. 
Display advert i sements must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication. 

Rick Song 
Advertising Manager 

713-348-3967 
thresher ads@rice.edu 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE giver needed for middle 
school child. Duties include after school pick-
up and/or activities and help with homework. 
Please call Denise at 281-235-9197. 

TUTOR AND EARN $26/hr with General Academic, 
a company incorporated by Rice students. Gen-
eralAcademic.com/careers or shelby.joe@gen-
eralacademic.com. 

ECON/STATS TUTORS NEEDED! Look ing to hire 

well-qualified tutors in Statistics/Economics. 
Must be able to teach at high school AP level. 
Dedicated work ethic and reliable transporta-

CLASSIFIEDS 
1-35 words $15 
36-70 words $30 
70-105 words $45 

Cash, c h e c k or credi t card p a y m e n t must 
a c c o m p a n y y o u r c l a s s i f i e d a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t , w h i c h must be r e c e i v e d by 4 p .m. 
on the Tuesday prior to publication. 

Heaven Chen 
Classifieds Manager 

713-348-3974 
thresherclassifieds@rice.edu 

tion required. Prior tutoring experience pre-
ferred. Immediately contact 832-428-8330. 

EVENINGS/WEEKENDS JOB AVAILABLE! Join team 
of 20+ Rice students talking with alumni about 
the Annual Fund. One of the highest paying 
jobs on campus, flexible schedules , group at-
mosphere. Training & snacks provided! Con-
tact 713-348-3287, Telefund@rice.edu. 

LOOKING FOR STUDENT to tutor Spanish, AC 
Chemistry, AC Algebra and AP Computer to 
Strake sophomore. $i5/hr. We live in Bellaire 
and need 3 hours a week, preferably weekends. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Annual subscription rates: 
$60/year domestic 
$125/year international via First Class Mail 

Non-subscription rate: 
First copy free 
Second copy $5 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Subscriptions 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713-348-3967 
Fax 713-348-5238 
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