
Short-sighted 
Does Vision Weekend work against creating diversity on cam-
pus by separating minorities fmm other prospective students? 

Full of it 
Courtney Svatek feels no need to dump on unambitious 
Cougar High's tendency toward toilet theater. 

Winding up 
Baseball sweeps Marshall but gets shut out 0-2 with 18 run-
ners left on base by Louisiana-Lafayette. 
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Q&A drag show raises cash for HATCH 
BY B R O O K E B U L L O C K 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Queers and Allies annual 
Drag Show raised $511 for an non-
profit organization called HATCH on 
April 1. 

"It's our cultural show, like the 
SAS cultural shows, that treats our 
culture by gender bending," Q&A Co-
President Kate Snyder said. 

HATCH, a Houston area organiza-
tion that provides a safe haven and 
support to lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender teens, hosts three meet-
ings a week at the Montrose Counsel-
ling center for LGBT teens who have 
been kicked out of their homes for 
being gay or for those who just need 
counseling and support 

The drag show is put on to help 
support this organization while si-
multaneously raising awareness of 
LGBT culture on campus, Snyder 
said. She said that the drag show 
serves as a cultural event for LGBT 
community at Rice. 

Emceed by F-Bar Houston's Tye 
Blue, the drag show featured perfor-
mances by Q&A co-presidents Jones 
College junior Devin Glick and Sny-
der, a Hanszen college junior, and 
fellow officers Brown College sopho-
more Josh Corey, Baker College soph-
omore Jessica Williams and McMur-
try College sophomore Jessica Walker 
as well as three other students, three 
professionals and one Rice gradu-

F 
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Brown College sophomore Josh Corey and McMurtry College sophomore Jessica Walker perform at the Queers 

and Allies annual Drag Show on April 1 (left). Several professional drag queens also performed for the show, 

which raised $511 for the non-profit organization HATCH (right). 

ate and friend from The Gendermen. 
Blue also sang two songs for the audi-
ence in between acts including "1 Am 
Changing" from Dreamgirls. 

Professional drag queens Vanessa 

Brandon and Athena each performed 
three times for the audience. Abiza 
Rogue Glitta —-another professional 
— performed twice, the second time 
out of her drag wear and in cargo 

pants and a t-shirt and stripping 
down to spandex shorts and leather 
straps. Rif L. Cox and Oliver Twist, 
the duo with the Rice graduate, 

B see DRAG, page 5 

RMC convenience store to open next fall 
BY E L L E N L I U 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Rice Memorial Center will re-
place 13th Street and Smoothie King 
with a convenience store during the 
summer, former Student Association 
President Selim Sheikh announced in 
Monday's SA meeting. 

The store, called REcharge U, will 
be run by Barnes & Noble and will 
offer a variety of products, including 
food and toiletries. 

Sheikh, a Martel College senior, 
said he has been working with Hous-

ing and Dining all year. According to 
Sheikh, many other universities in 
the nation already have such institu-
tions, and since his freshman year, he 
has believed that Rice really needed 
one, too. 

Associate Vice President of H&D 
Mark Ditman said they decided to 
move forward with Selim's sugges-
tion because he represented the opin-
ion of the student body. 

Sheikh noted that RECharge U 
is a relatively new initiative enacted 
by Barnes & Noble to compensate 
for lower textbook sales. It involves 

installing convenience stores on col-
lege campuses that will both sell gen-
eral products and cater to university-
specific needs. 

Rice's REcharge U will be the 
fourth in the nation and the first in 
Texas, he said. According to Sheikh, 
it will probably offer dry, frozen and 
fresh foods; rotating goods; medi-
cine; and toiletries. 

The convenience store will re-
place 13th Street and Smoothie King 
because the vendor of these busi-
nesses, who also provides the food 
for Sammy's, did not have its con-

tract renewed, Sheikh said. The food 
service at Sammy's would remain but 
come from a different, currently un-
determined vendor, he said. 

Florida International University 
is one of the schools with a REcharge 
U. One student there, who prefers to 
remain anonymous because she is an 
employee of the university, said RE-
charge U carries many useful items. 
However, she added that she only 
shops there out of necessity and tries 
not to go too often because of the 
prices. 

• see STORE, page 5 

Commence-
ment policy 
changes 

BY H A L L I E J O R D A N 

THRF1 IER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Starting with this year's graduating 
class, seniors who have not yet com-
pleted their degree requirements may 
walk with their class at graduation. 

This policy allows seniors who will 
only need one more semester to finish 
degree requirements to participate in 
commencement. 

"Commencement is a celebration, 
and it will make it more meaningful 
for students to walk with the class they 
matriculated with," Dean of Under-
graduates John Hutchinson said. 

To take part in this plan, students 
must fill out a form that will be avail-
able on the Dean's website. 

Students will have to state a reason 
and get signatures from Academic Ad-
vising, the Registrar's Office and their 
major advisor. 

"There is always a set of stu-
dents who have a plan, but some-
thing happens, and [they] otherwise 
would not be able to participate." 
Hutchinson said. 

The policy suggests several reasons 
a student may not be able to graduate. 

These include absence for intern-
ships, external academic experi-
ences, civic engagement projects, 
illness or family emergency, degree 
programs that require more than 120 
hours of credit and varsity athletic 
participation. 

Most reasons for not being finished 
with a degree should be approved, ex-
cept for students who are not in good 
academic standing or had to leave for 
a period of time because of an honor 
code violation. 

The idea for this policy was started 
by Hanszen College senior Anastasia 
Alex, who approached Dean Hutchin-
son asking if the current policy, which 
said no one can walk until they have 
completed their degree, could change. 

Alex took a semester off during her 
sophomore year to work at an intern-
ship in Cleveland. 

0 see POLICY, page 5 

Students help RUPD catch serial bike thief 
BY S E T H B R O W N 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice University Police Sergeants 
Gary Spears and Clemente Rodri-
guez apprehended William Baisden 
Wednesday for breaking a trespass 
warning for Rice campus and on 
suspicion of stealing four bicycles 
in the past two to three days, ac-
cording to Spears. 

RUPD was alerted to Baisden's 
presence on campus by a Brown 
College student and a Jones Col-
lege student who had seen Bais-
den acting suspiciously on Monday 
and then saw him on campus again 
Wednesday afternoon. 

The students, who asked to re-
main anonymous, said they origi-
nally saw Baisden riding a black 
and blue bike with a luggage rack 
on Monday night by Brown College. 

"1 was a little suspicious - I've 
seen bike thieves before," the 
Brown student said. 

The student said he asked Bais-
den his name and if the bike was 
his, to which he said Baisden re-
plied that the bike was his and that 
his name was William before riding 
off along Sunset toward Main. The 
student said he called RUPD after 
Baisden passed them; however, 
RUPD did not arrive in time to ap-
prehend Baisden that night. 

The Jones student said she was 
sitting outside of Jones south when 
she saw Baisden walking toward 
Brown and proceeded to follow him 
and call RUPD. Spears said he and 
Rodriguez were in an unmarked 
blue SUV when they responded to 
the dispatch, and they apprehend-
ed Baisden as he was crossing the 
street at Sunset and Main. 

Spears said RUPD has arrested 
Baisden approximately five times. 

"He has a trespass warning, but 
obviously he breaks that law regu-
larly," Spears said. 

Spears said that Baisden will be 
charged with trespassing and that 
RUPD will try to see if they can tie 

him to any of the four thefts they 
suspect him of committing over the 
two to three days before he was ar-
rested. Baisden will probably be in 
prison for about six months, Spears 
said, depending on what he is ulti-
mately convicted of. 

Baisden said he uses a bolt cut-
ter to sever cable locks and that do-
ing so takes, at most, 20 seconds. He 
said he sells bikes he steals to body 
shops downtown for about $50 each. 
He said pawn shops would pay more 
- $100 to 150 - but they are riskier 
for thieves because when bikes are 
stolen from students, RUPD officers 
look for them at pawn shops. 

O see STOLEN, page 5 William Baisden 
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The spacing of the spheres 
The Rice Space Institute will be hosting the 
first public open house for the new observa-
tory on top of Brockman Hall tonight from 8 
to about 10. Head over to check out the moon, 
the Orion Nebula, Saturn and the approach-
ing alien battle fleet. 

The humming of the strings 
Don't have any plans yet for tomorrow? Find-
ing yourself with a spare hour-and-a-half? 
Head over to the Shepherd School, where 
there will be six chamber music concerts 
throughout the day, with the first concert at 
10 a.m. and another starting every two hours. 

Music and geometry 
Registration for the fall semester is Sunday 
evening, so get your schedules figured out before 
your time to avoid stress. Don't know what courses 
to take? We recommend dropping out of Rice and 
getting a job, you bum. Or you could check out our 
course ratings on page 7. 

INDEX 
Opinion 3 
News 4 
Features 9 
Arts & Entertainment 11 
Sports 15 
Calendar 19 
Backpage 20 



FRIDAY, APRIL 8 , 2 0 1 1 
2 EDITORIAL 

the Rice Qhresher 
Matriculation Policy 

receives much-needed 
revamping 

Rice has instituted a new policy by which students who are a 
semester behind graduating with their matriculating class may 
partake in walking across the stage during Commencement (see 
story, pg. l). This new policy arrives after years of students with 
valid reasons being denied the opportunity to walk with their 
class; nonetheless, we expect this long-needed change will be 
very well received. 

Ultimately, students should not be denied a significant ex-
perience like graduating with their class because they decided 
to seize a great internship opportunity or because they were 
dealing with extenuating circumstances. 

The process to request special permission to walk with one's 
matricukdon class prior to personally completing graduation 
requirements will go through a specific committee. It is impera-
tive that this committee prevents students who slacked off dur-
ing their four-year career from abusing the system and partici-
pating in commencement without earning it. However, through 
proper discretion, this policy will preserve the Commencement 
opportunity of dozens of deserving students every year. 

Rice convenience store 
has potential to be great 

asset to students 
Barnes & Noble will soon over take more real estate in the 

RMC (see story, pg. l). The contract of 13th Street, Sammy's and 
Smoothie King has expired, thus allowing a "Recharge U" con-
venience store, operated by Barnes and Noble, to open. 

We have every reason to be skeptical of this Barnes & Univer-
sity Bookstore has been successfully overcharging students for 
years now. However, with every new venture comes the poten-
tial for a successful endeavor if handled correctly. 

First, this convenience store must offer affordable prices. 
Students do not have the resources to spend liberally, and this 
store will be an abysmal failure without competitive pricing. 
Secondly, the store needs to provide dining options that are 
comparable to the ones 13th Street currently offers; the store 
also needs to provide food later in the evening to mirror 13th 
Street's 11 p.m. weekday availability. Finally, this store is not a 
student-run business, so it should not attempt to replace or out-
compete other student businesses. For example, Coffee House 
is located down the hall from the future convenience store, so 
for it to attempt to provide coffee in opposition to Coffee House 
would be unacceptable. If it avoids pitfalls like these, this store 
could serve as a very convenient entity enhancing an already 
high quality of life for students. 

It is also worth noting that Sammy's contract has similarly 
run its course and the space it once held is now prepared for 
another food vendor to fill the real estate. Could this finally be 
the on-campus What-a-burger we've been craving for? We can 
only hope. 

Athletic Department effec-
tive in distributing NCAA Fi-

nals tickets to students 
The Athletic Department, not to be bested by RPC's Harry 

Potter pre-midnight showing ticket distribution last semester, 
generously provided students around campus the opportunity 
to obtain free NCAA Final tickets (see story, pg. 9). A portion 
of the unsold UConn tickets were donated to Rice for use by 
its students; a similar donation was made to the University of 
Houston. Furthermore, instead of exclusively dealing the tickets 
to athletes, the Rice Athletic Department allowed all students 
equal opportunity to experience this exclusive event. 

Kudos is due to Ryan Halloway of the Athletic department. He 
not only made the decision to disperse the tickets to the whole 
student body, but he also utilized the VSL's as a portal to effi-
ciently notify the whole student body about the free tickets. 

And not to be overlooked, the Thresher would like to thank 
UConn fans for being among the worst fans of a national cham-
pionship team all-time, and allowing us to get their tickets. 

biOwn kat and white kat cum on dlfrent dayz. y cant they cum together and playz? 
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LETTERS TO TH E EDITOR 

Online Comments 
of the Week 

In response to:"Terrorism in the 
homeland: Islam begets the radical-
ism of terrorism," Mar. 18: 

You are making a bold statement 
that condemns the whole Islam as 
"wicked and backwards." As oth-
ers have mentioned, to make such 
a statement you better have some 
evidence, as it can clearly be offen-
sive. You also said the Quran "im-
plies that most of the faithful know 
instinctively that the behaviors to 
which they are supposedly directed 
by God are vile and immoral." This 
also needs some citing. And if you 
want to make such a claim, there 
are many passages in the Bible that 
condemn non-believers, are you 
going to make the same claim to 

Christianity too? I guess you could 
just be against all religions as they 
often foster antagonism against one 
another, as some think, but I don't 
see how your attitude encourages 
more "tolerance" than any of the 
religions. Your tone is clearly con-
descending, as you imply Muslims 
need to be "enlightened" ("in so do-
ing to deny those raised as Muslims 
the chance for enlightenment"). 
Your article can and most likely is 
offensive to the Muslim community. 
Maybe you're right, some "criticism" 
against Muslims like this article 
probably won't make them explode 
or anything, but that doesn't mean 
such speech should be encouraged. 
Again, in the last few paragraphs 
you condemned Islam to be "back-
ward," "wicked," "dangerous," 
and "savage," without any citation 
to the Quran. Unsupported claims 

are nearly impossible to defend be-
cause there are nothing to defense 
against them. And unsupported 
"criticism" is not any more accept-
able just because the people you are 
attacking won't be "set off", just like 
Alexandra Wallace's "criticism" is 
not acceptable just because Asians 
won't go around killing people be-
cause of that. 

Jennifer 

I commend the article for boldly 
stating the facts as I see and feel 
today and kudos to Eric for taking 
that stand. We have leaders who 
are too weak to talk about it openly 
and I am glad somebody is making a 
start, keep thinking and writing the 
way you do. 

Kaleem 

^ r e c e i v e 

17% 

Last week's onl ine poll results: 
How did you celebrate Apri l Fools' Day? 

• Laughed at friend's dumb prank. 

• Told my boyfriend I was pregnant. 

EH Acted like I broke my arm/ leg/ foot / r ib . 

I I Made a satirical newspaper. 

T H l C t A I P P l f ' c n n l l * How do you lock up your bike? 1 • • • » J Cast your vote online at www ricethresher.org 
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Op-Ed 
Vision's program fails to facilitate diversity 

As prospies flood Rice's campus 
for Owl Days, current Rice students 
survey the high-schoolers with keen 
interest to catch a glimpse of what 
the Class of 2015 might look like. 
While Will Ricers are already busy 
looking for bikers to recruit, every-
one else is busy gauging the pro-
spective class' sociability, ability to 
integrate, and of course attractive-
ness. However, no matter how hard 
we seek to assess the class of 2015 
through the Owl Day prospies, we 
will be unsuccessful because Owl 
Days omits a vital aspect of Rice — 
diversity. 

Wi 
" M -

Ryan Gupta 

For all intents and purposes, it 
seems Rice's over-night prospec-
tive student events are racially seg-
regated. While African-Americans, 
Hispanics, and other "underrepre-
sented" minorities got a preview of 
Rice last February during Visions, 
admitted students who do not fit this 
profile will predominate the prospec-
tive student pool during Owl Days. 
Of course, a minority who wishes to 
attend Owl Days will not be turned 
away, but the fact remains that Rice 
specifically targets minority appli-
cants to come in February, leaving 
them very little reason to attend the 
April Owl Days. 

This apparent practice of encour-
aging separation of minorities and 
non-minorities during prospective 
student events undermines Rice's 
mission statement which calls for a 
"diverse community of learning and 
discovery." The purpose of these sep-
arate but equal events is to show un-
der represented minorities that Rice 
does care about them; this message 
is meant to resonate in a minority-
heavy environment which provides 
the added comfort of surrounding 
students with others just like them. 

This practice is simply absurd. A 
truly, racially accepting community 
should not attempt to operate under 
the pretenses of racial uniformity, 
but instead under a philosophy of 
racial diversity. If Rice truly seeks 
integration, a day of separation is 
simply inexcusable. 

The primary problem that stems 
from having Visions for minorities 
and Owl Days for everybody else 
is that Rice's true spirit of cultural 
richness is misportrayed to Rice stu-
dents before they arrive. By institut-
ing these racial constraints towards 
minorities, Rice is sending the mes-
sage to minorities that their high-
school cliques are welcome here. 
We will then spend these students' 
first five days at Rice driving diver-
sity facilitation down their throats 
during O-week. The truly frustrating 
thing about Visions is that the mes-
sage portrayed by Rice through its 
prospective student program is not 
indicative of its actual beliefs. It's 
apparent that Rice cares about inclu-
sion above all else during Orienta-
tion Week, so why do we cater to the 

comforts of racial uniformity during 
Visions? The fact is that no matter 
how riveting the diversity lectures 
are during Orientation, the damage 
is done; first impressions last, and 
Visions sends the impression that ra-
cial separation is acceptable at Rice. 

A reasonable solution would be 
to host two sessions of Owl Days; 
each group of prospective students 
should represent cross-sections of 
the campus. The basic atmosphere 
of inclusion and interactions among 
underrepresented minorities, over-
represented minorities and whites 
would portray the culture of diver-
sity that Rice is attempting to foster 
in a much more adept way than the 
current Visions/Owl Days divided 
system does. In order to emphasize 
Rice's commitment to racial integra-
tion, Owl Days should incorporate 
Diversity Facilitators who could host 
some sort of optional seminar for 
students worried about the status of 
race divides at Rice. 

Rice University truly is one the 
country's most diverse campuses, 
and this fact is not a surprise consid-
ering its commitment to this virtue 
of inclusion; however, it is apparent 
that this system is a flawed one which 
misportrays our culture to prospec-
tive students. Change is an absolute 
necessity so that new students can 
fully comprehend what inclusion is 
at Rice before even stepping through 
the Sallyport. 

Ryan Gupta is a 
Baker College sophomore 

and Thresher Opinions editor 

RUPD could benefit from emailed ticketing 
Recently, my car was towed at Rice 

University. I spent an hour looking for 
it before I learned what happened. This 
situation has affected at least two other 
people I know, one person twice. 

Unless you've been towed before, 
you probably don't know that RUPD 
tows cars without warning, besides 
the physical ticket they leave on your 
towed car (which doesn't help when 
the car is in a new location). 

A 
Richard Latimer 

In order to provide clarity, Rice al-
lows students to park in North Lot on 
weekends. If a student forgets to move 
his car by the weekday, for each sub-
sequent day. he receives a ticket. And 
After three days, if the car is not moved, 
it is towed and ticketed one final time. 
If a student forgets to move his car, he 
probably does not remember until the 

next weekend and will now have to pay 
the towing fee and four parking tickets. 

One argument I have heard mut-
tered around campus is that Rice is 
only looking to profit off students by 
constantly ticketing. However, I be-
lieve the current system is slightly 
lenient, because once a car is towed, 
the tickets and charges stop. I had only 
wished RUPD towed my car on the first 
day, rather than giving me a warning 
ticket, three tickets for $75, and a tow 
ing charge for $55. Although this cu-
mulative price is still less than a ticket 
received from a police officer in the real 
world, the multiple parking violations 
and towing fee could have been miti-
gated had a simple electronic message 
notified me of the infraction on the 
first day. 

One may argue that RUPD does not 
have the resources; however, if RUPD 
is able to print electronic tickets, then 
they should be able to send electronic 
messages. Such a proposed system 
could be easily implemented, because 
student cars are associated with each 
student's name. With the name, the 
student's email could be obtained for 
the majority of students through the 
Rice directory. In addition, I believe the 

parking staff has a database of emails 
associated with student names. If this 
notification system is successful, this 
could be extended to registered stu-
dent bikes. I have one friend whose 
bike was confiscated and almost do-
nated without her permission. 

By notifying students through an 
email system, students will move their 
cars sooner. This will reduce the need 
for valuable enforcement resources for 
repeat violations. In addition, students 
will not be penalized for forgetfulness 
that is often due to sickness or academ-
ic stress. 

I appreciate the role the parking 
staff and enforcement staff do for mak-
ing our campus safe. I would like to en-
courage the reader to email parking@ 
rice.edu and join me in voicing your 
opinion about the benefits of a parking 
violation notification system. In addi-
tion, considering joining the Facebook 
group at http://tinyurl.com/parkinga-
trice to create visibility for how many 
people are interested in this type of 
change. 

Richard Latimer is a 
McMurtry College senior. 

Taxation a necessity to pre-
serve our society of comfort 

There is so much discussion 
and numerous viewpoints today 
about the size of government, the 
amount of money the government 
should borrow, how big a deal the 
debt currently is, and whether or 
not we can responsibly raise taxes 
while still in a recession. But one of 
the major misconceptions present 
in a large number of debates deals 
with people 's perceptions of taxes. 
Especially with the last midterm 
elections which so many people 
view as a clear message for small-
er less intrusive government, the 
word "taxes" got thrown around 
so often, used pejoratively by the 
right, while being a taboo word for 
the left. 

Cody Shilling 

It seems like neither major po-
litical party is willing to sit down 
and truly discuss what is necessary 
to shrink our growing deficit and 
enormous public debt. A poll in 
December showed that one-quarter 
of Americans feel the deficit and 
federal spending is the largest 
problem facing America right now. 
It is a bigger issue than the wars, 
immigration, heal th care, or the 
economy. Yet, so many people op-
pose raising taxes on anyone but 
the most wealthy in this country. 
As citizens, we seem to have the 
mindset of, "I believe we need to 
be more financially conservative, 
but I don't support raising taxes to 
pay for it." 

We view taxes as a penalty for 
working hard, for earning more, for 
being successful . But the reality is 
that taxes are not a burden placed 
on the populat ion in order to pay 
for programs that have little ben-
efit to the tax payer. Taxes are the 
cost of living in society. They are 
how we pay for our roads, ensure 
the safety of our food, the testing 
of new drugs, the protection of our 
electrical grid, our national de-
fense, our sewer system, our trash 
disposal and our schools, just to 
name a few of the benefi ts . 

We seem to view taxes as this 
abstract evil that we can somehow 
get rid of, while at the same time 
have a balanced federal budget. 
But no one is in real support of 
cutting the federal budget . When 
asked if we should cut spending 
in general, there is widespread 

suppor t ; but when asked what we 
should cut, the mind set is "any-
thing that doesn' t affect me." So 
earmarks, as the most localized 
spending, are the first thing to go. 
But earmarks make up less that 2 
percent of our federal budget , ob-
viously not enough to make any 
substant ia l difference. After that , 
no one can agree on what to cut, 
because the fact of the matter is 
that we all receive benefi ts from 
the services our government gives. 

We all would rather have the 
FDA testing out new drugs before 
companies sell them to the public. 
We would rather have the USDA 
inspecting food processing plants 
to ensure they are clean and sani-
tary. We want our military to be top 
notch and a step above the rest. 
We want more money for teachers 
and schools. We want police there 
keeping our cities safe. We want 
the U.S. Border Patrol to keep the 
drug cartels and violence out of 
America. We want the FBI and the 
Department of Homeland Security 
to keep us safe from terrorist at-
tacks. As a society, we want all of 
these services but don't want to 
pay for them. 

Without Social Security, over 
40 percent of seniors would live in 
poverty; with it, only 16.1 pe cent 
do. Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid may be the largest con-
tr ibutors to our nat ional debt , but 
the fact of the matter is that they 
benefi t so many and provide a life-
line to those in the most need; we 
shouldn ' t get rid of them. The fact 
that these programs need to be re-
formed does not diminish the in-
credible amount of good they do 
in so many lives. Certainly, people 
should not view Social Security as 
their main source of income after 
retirement, but that does not ne-
gate the good it does for the 13 mil-
lion seniors who would otherwise 
live below the poverty line. 

We must take a good hard look 
at ourselves as a society and ask 
whether we want these services 
and aids or whether we want a 
society in which our food and 
our medicine is unregulated, our 
borders are not well protected or 
where we no longer help those at 
the bottom. I would rather have the 
FDA, would rather our government 
give assistance to those in need 
and would rather have well staffed 
and funded schools for fu ture gen-
erat ions. 

Cody Shilling is a 

Will Rice College sophomore. 

got #tigerblood? 
apply to work as the 
social media director 
@theRiceThresher! 
mention why you'd 
tweet better than 
anyone else around: 
http://goo.gl/01VnX 

http://tinyurl.com/parkinga-
http://goo.gl/01VnX
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FROM PROFESSOR TO COLLEGE PRESIDENT 

Lindsay to leave for Gordon 
BY SETH BROWN 

THKESHE* EDTTORIAI STAFF 

Michael Lindsay 

Sociology Assistant Professor Mi-
chael Lindsay will be leaving Rice 
this summer to become the eighth 
president of Gordon College in Mas-
sachusetts. 

Lindsay said he was approached 
by Gordon College's presidential 
search committee in September and 
asked if he would be willing to have 
his name put under consideration for 
the position. 

"I am very' happy at Rice, and 
I wasn't sure if this was the time to 
make a move," Lindsay said. "How-
ever, I wanted to at least learn more 
about the college." 

Lindsay said that by February, the 
conversation had become much more 
serious, and he realized that going to 
Gordon was a real possibility. 

"1 came to Rice because 1 felt a 
deep sense of calling to the work 
here - I felt very confirmed that 
the th ings that 1 could bring to the 
table in Rice's sociology depart-

ment were precisely the things that 
could be of benefit." Lindsay s*ud. 
"While 1 was considering this new 
role, I felt the same sense of convic-
tion and calling." 

Lindsay said that the unanimity 
of the decision to select him as Gor-
don's next president gave him the 
confirmation that Gordon was the 
right place for him to go. 

"It will be difficult and sad to 
leave friends, colleagues and stu-
dents 1 love, but I'm convinced this is 
the right thing for me." Lindsay said. 

Lindsay said that although he 
hopes to continue teaching at Gor-
don, he will first need to spend a few 
years getting accustomed to being 
president at Gordon. 

"As president, I'll be the person 
who wakes up every morning think-
ing about Gordon College, loving the 
school and wanting to advance its 
mission," Lindsay said. 

Gordon is smaller than Rice and 
has an explicitly faith-based mis-
sion, Lindsay said. 

According to Gordon's faculty 
handbook, all administrative offi-
cials and faculty must share the be-
liefs expressed in the college's State-
ment of Faith. 

Lindsay, a member and adult 
bible study teacher at West Univer-
sity baptis t Church, said that part 
of his conviction in his decision is 
because of Gordon's al ignment with 
his own faith. 

"Gordon is very special in that it is 
a place of deep faith and significant 
academic inquiry - among Christian 
institutions, it's at the very top in 
valuing the life of the mind," Lindsay 
said. "1 hope that my presidency will 
advance that mission even further." 

Lindsay said that he also hopes to 
help make Gordon — which he said is 

perfectly located to make significant 
contributions in several areas such 
as marine biology — better known. 

"I have an evangelistic zeal for 
Gordon," Lindsay said. 

Sociology Department Chair 
Elizabeth Long said Lindsay has 
contributed to Rice on multiple lev-
els, including through his teaching, 
research and work with the Social 
Sciences Gateway program and Pro-
gram for the Study of Leadership. 

"His research has been very excit-
ing and has brought Rice media visi-
bility," Long said. "He has connected 
Rice with the community in a very 
productive way for the university." 

McMurtry College senior David 
Sorge, who has worked with Lindsay 
as a research assistant through the 
Humanities Research Center since 
last summer, said Lindsay has in-
spired him in a number of ways. 

"[Lindsay is] one of the most 
hard-working people I've ever seen," 
Sorge said. "He's always on top of his 
game, and he has high expectations 
of himself and others." 

Sorge said that besides helping 
with Lindsay's research, he is also 
currently taking Lindsay's Social 
Theory course, SOCI 380. 

"He's definitely one of the best 
professors I've had here at Rice," 
Sorge said. "His teaching style is a 
good balance between Socratic ques-
tioning and lecturing." 

Long said although the depart-
ment would begin preparing this 
summer to start the hiring process 
for a new professor, it would be dif-
ficult to replace Lindsay. 

"I don't know of anybody else 
who has quite that constellation of 
gifts and talents," Long said. "We're 
proud and happy for him, although 
we'll feel his loss quite keenly." 
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Brown College Master Steven Cox folds a crane in the Brown commons 

as part of a project by Agape Christian Ministries to assemble at least 

1,000 paper cranes to send to japan. 

* 

Are you interested in teaching 

or the education system? 

Try some Education Certification courses. 

Some of the classes available to you in the Fall include: 

EDUC 202/502 - Contemporary Issues in Education 

EDUC 301/501 - Philosophical, Historical, and Social Foundations in Education 

EDUC 305/505 - Educational Psychology 

EDUC 310/510 - Introduct ion to Special Education 

EDUC 330/530 - The American High School 

EDUC 410 - 416 - Theory and Methods 

For more information about these courses check out the / 

Education Certif ication website at 

http://education.rice.edu or the schedule at 

V http://courses.rice.edu/admweb/swkscat.main. 
% <<>'' Jr 

, r , y y / 

For questiora^contact the Education Certification Department 

at rMwAAli'»QFYCO or eillic@rice.edu. 

http://education.rice.edu
http://courses.rice.edu/admweb/swkscat.main
mailto:eillic@rice.edu
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Student mugged 
on Rice campus 

A Baylor College of Medicine stu-
dent was robbed at gunpoint on the 
Rice campus on April 2 while he was 
on his was walking to his car in the 
Greenbriar parking lot. At this time, 
RUPD has not been able to identify 
or apprehend the two suspects. 

The victim was robbed around 
9 of his wallet and cell phone; 
he was ultimately able to escape 
uninjured to his vehicle. 

According to information re-
leased by RUPD, the two suspects 
who approached the victim were 
described as African-American 
males. The shorter of the two 

suspects, who brandished the 
small semi-automatic weapon, 
was estimated to be approximately 
5*6" -5*7" tall and was described 
as wearing black clothing, a 
jean jacket and a darkly colored 
skull cap. The other suspect was 
estimated to be s'S"-s'9" tal l and 
was described as wearing all black 
clothing as well. 

According to RUPD Police 
Chief Bill Taylor, there was almost 
a day's delay in reporting his 
incident, so a lot of the leads 
they might have had if the case 
had been reported immediately 
weren't available to RUPD. Taylor 
said that an investigator is work-
ing on some possible leads, but 
there is currently limited informa-

t ion to work with. 
RUPD alerted students of the 

incident approximately two hours 
after the incident was reported. In 
the email, Taylor asked students to 
contact RUPD at (713) 348-6000 by 
activating a blue l ight emergency 
phone if they have any information 
that may be useful to the inves-
tigation. In the email, RUPD also 
advised students to travel in pairs 
whenever possible and to make 
use of the university's security 
escort service. 

•Ruby Gee 

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER 
The following items were reported to the Rice Univer-
sity Police Department for the period March 29- April 5. 

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES 

Duncan College 

Lovett College 

Hanszen College 

PARKING LOTS 

Greenbriar Lot 

OTHER LOCATIONS 

Tudor Field House 

Off Campus 

Rec Center 

Reckling Park 

March. 29 

Apr i l 2 

Apr i l 4 

Apr i l 2 

March 29 

March 31 

March 31 

Apr i l 4 

Theft 

Theft 

Theft 

Robbery 

Theft 

Driving whi le intoxicated 

Theft 

Theft 

* 
# 

% 
% 

% 
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• DRAG 
FROM PAGE 1 

performed as drag kings to "Save a 
Horse, Ride a Cowboy". 

Student performances included 
Walker as J. Dubs doing "Baby" by 
Justin Bieber and Alex Wyatt as Lady 
Wa Wa dancing 
and singing to 
"Born this Way" by 
Lady Gaga. Wyatt 
said he started pre-
paring his routine 
for the drag show 
in February then 
spent six hours a 
day the week be-
fore to make sure 
the act was down. 

Wyatt also said 
the show was a 
cultural performance for h im and 
that it is an important one to Rice's 
campus because it presents a type of 
culture that is often overlooked. 

" I th ink that drag culture is some-

BSTORE 
FROM PAGE 1 

For example, she said that a stan-
dard Rockstar energy dr ink that cost 
about $2 at Walgreen's was around 44 
at REcharge U. 

In addit ion, a temporary tooth-
brush was $3, and a packet of two 
Tylenol pil ls cost $7. 

Ditman added that the Barnes & 
Noble and Rice are jointly funding 
the store, and H&D retains funds for 
such a reinvestment purpose every 
year. He also said changes like this 
were natural over time; seven years 
ago, 13th Street and Smoothie King 
used to be a Subway. 

"The lifespan of something like 
this is seven to 10 years," Ditman 
said. "Down this line, this concept 
wi l l most likely need to be freshened 
or replaced." 

According to Ditman, the store 
w i l l contain both standard and Rice-
specific items and may stay open dur-

0 POLICY 
FROM PAGE 1 

" I was encouraged to take the in-
ternship because it would boost my ca-
reer. [I was] aware [that] because there 
are so many credits, it would have 
been impossible to take all the classes 
wi th in three-and-a-half years." 

After spending almost all four years 
with her peers, Alex now feels that she 
should be able to celebrate her hard 
work wi th her friends instead of a class 
she doesn't know. 

"This year 1 was in senior design 
and was a senior interviewer, and I 
stayed close w i th the senior class 
1 matriculated w i th , " Alex said. " I 
was overcome w i th this sad feeling 
that I wouldn' t be able to celebrate 
w i th them." 

Hutchinson asked her to write a 
proposal, which eventually he rewrote 
into the new policy. 

" I think she asked the question at 
the right time to the right people with 
sympathetic ears," Associate Dean of 
Undergraduates Matt Taylor said. 

Often we h~,e had masters advo-

thing that is needed at Rice because 
as much as we think we are exposed 
to different cultures, we really don't 
look beyond the usual differences 
in people's race or gender," Wyatt 

said. "Plus, any 
chance I get to 
put on a corset 
and heels, sign 
me up!" 

Wiess Col-
lege senior Joc-
elyn Wright, 
who attended 
the drag show, 
said that it is 
one of her top 
three favorite 
events at Rice. 

" I think the drag show is a really 
important experience at Rice espe-
cially in the South," Wright said. "It 's 
not just that it happens, but that so 
many people come and support i t . " 

It's our cultural show, 
like the SAS cultural 
shows. 

Kate S n y d e r 
Q & A Co -p res i den t 

M 

O STOLEN 
FROM PAGE 1 

Baisden said he uses the money 
from sel l ing the bike pr imar i ly to 
buy crack cocaine. 

Baisden said he has been con-
victed of theft four times so far, 
that he has been involved in the 
drug rehabi l i ta t ion programs in 
pr ison dur ing previous t ime spent 
and that he intends to do so again. 

"His goal is to go into pr ison and 
get cleaned up and get of f crack co-
caine, and it hasn't worked out for 
h im yet," Spears said. 

Baisden said that U-locks are 
too much trouble to try to break 
bikes wh ich have them locked to 
the frame, and that he instead fo-
cuses on bikes locked up w i t h ca-
bles or w i t h the locks around only a 
t ire or a seat. 

"Tel l students to qui t pu t t ing 
the cable around the tire - [you 
can] just unscrew the t i re," Baisden 
said. "Sometimes they ' l l just put it 

around the seat, and you can just 
take the seat o f f . " 

Spears said that almost 100 per-
cent of bike thefts are of bikes w i th 
cable locks or U-locks not proper ly 
locked to the frame. 

Spears said 
that wh i le bikes W 
reported stolen 
to RUPD and of 
wh ich RUPD has 
the serial number 
can be recovered i f 
the thief sells them 
to a pawn shop but 
that it is more dif-
f icul t to recover 
bikes wh ich , l ike 
those Baisden 
is suspected of 
stealing, are sold 
to body shops downtown. 

Spears said that so far this 
month, there have been five bikes 

Tell students to 
quit putting the cable 
around the tire - [you 
can] just unscrew the 
tire. 

W i l l i a m B a i s d e n 
B ike Th ie f 

reported stolen, and last mon th 
there were nine bikes reported sto-
len, three of wh i ch were recovered 
f rom a pawn shop. 

Students should report any 
thefts or suspi-

cious activi-
ties to RUPD, 

Spears said. 
"A big thanks 

to those two stu-
dents and any 
students who give 
us a ca l l , " Spears 
said. "You really 
have to go w i th 
your gut feel ing 

- i f you have 
a gut feel ing 
that something 
is wrong, then 

you're probably r ight , and in th is 
case, these guys were." 

RUPD sells U-bol t locks for $10. 

ing vacations or late at night when 
the rest of the RMC is closed if H&D 
sees market interest. 

"13th Street was a quantum im-
provement over Subway, and we feel 
like this w i l l be another leap that wi l l 
give us the wow factor," Ditman said. 

Current SA President Georgia La-
goudas asked the SA Senate mem-
bers what they wanted in the store. 
Answers included frozen vogurt, ra-
men, fresh sandwiches, among oth-
ers. Students wi th addit ional ideas 
about the store should send an email 
to sapres@rice.edu. 

Wil l Rice College freshman Amol 
Utrankar said he thought the conve-
nience store was a great idea. 

"13th Street and Smoothie King 
are cool, but at the same time, the 
options are pretty l imited compared 
to what they could do w i th a conve-
nience store here," Utrankar said. 

eating for this policy, but the adminis-
tration has always said no, Taylor said. 

Response to the new policy has 
been very positive from the president, 
deans, Faculty Senate and the Student 
Association, Hutchinson said. 

The form is due by April 15 for this 
year, but Dean Hutchinson said he wi l l 
be lenient about the date for this grad-
uation in case the message has not 
gotten out to everyone yet. He said he 
anticipates about two to three dozen 
people asking to walk wi th their class 
each year. 

All requests wi l l be reviewed by a 
committee appointed by the Dean of 
Undergraduates that wi l l make recom-
mendations, but the dean wi l l make 
the final decision for each student, ac-
cording to the policy. 

"We really want people to fin-
ish, and even if there is a hiccup, we 
still want people to graduate and feel 
good," Taylor said. " I think not [being] 
able to graduate with your class can re-
ally leave a mark on someone." 

2011 Capital One 
Case Competition 
Enter our Case Competition and each 
member of your team could win an 
i P a d 2 "plus $ 5 0 0 ! 

R e v o l u t i o n i z e F i n a n c i a l Serv ices U s i n g t h e L a t e s t in M o b i l e T e c h n o l o g y 

The Challenge: How can mobile technology products be used to transform personal banking, consumer 

lending, or credit cards? Innovate Be creative Think outside the box (and the app). How can your idea be 

integrated into existing business strategies? What are the risks? 

W h a t d o y o u g e t o u t o f it? 

• iPad 2 + $500 for each member of the winning group 

• Free tnp to the Dallas, TX area for all finalists 

• Real-world business case that provides valuable work exoerience 

• Exposure to senior executives within Capital One 

H o w d o I pa r t i c i pa te? 

1. Organize a team of three people 

2. Register Dy 5:00 p.m. EST on Apri l 15, 2011 by emailing 

Elisha Bejsovec at elisha bejsovec@capitalone com 

3. Submit your initial proposal by 5:00 p.m. EST on Apri l 25, 2011 

D e t a i l s 

Finalists will present their proposal to a group of executives at our Financial Services headquarter 

in Dallas, TX on Friday, May 20, 2011 

For complete contest rules, please email Elisha Bejsovec, at elisha bejsovec@capitalone.com. 

facebook.com/capitalonecampuscareers 

capitalone.com/careers 

13 
rim) ui or. 
Facebook 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN WMNIFKJ team w*l be chaser by a panel a* jjdges based on creatvr^ cfcysv aid analytical abikt\ Open to lea 
of three students al< erf wlvw are currently enrolled >n a to r,me graduate or indetgrad.kMe atnyarn a: r V Unwe'tty of Texas at Austin Stanford Universii 
The University of Notre Dane. Rice Uwwrsrty, and Tews ASM University Al porrwpanfs mus; be I. S ct̂ zerrsor pe'inanerr residents whe are 18 yws or 
old* Void 'A'V-f ornhbited Oflwd by C apital One Bant (IJ S ;i N A t S(XX: C apital One D w , Richmond VA } i.' 48 

I'll" i"».n#.i . 'ir All raLotXNart • iOI' Capita One All cglns resevt 

iPad s a servtcetnaA ol Apple, |r 

mailto:sapres@rice.edu
mailto:bejsovec@capitalone.com
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BEYONDTHE HEDGES 

NATIONAL INTERNATIONAL 

Budget debate may 
cause government 

shutdown 
The Democrats and Republicans 

have continued battling over the 
national budget on two levels - one 
regarding government funding for 
the next six months and the other 
regarding a long-term financial plan. 
This debate arose because Congress 
did not pass a spending plan for 2011 
last year, leaving the government to 
run on short-term funding policies. 
Both parties remained at odds when 
President Barack Obama called 
a meeting at the White House on 
Tuesday during which House Speaker 
John Boehner increased his call for 
spending cuts to $40 billion, officials 
said. At that time, many legislators 
said they did not think a short-term 
consensus on the issue could be 
reached. If Congress does not make 
a final decision, a partial government 
shutdown will be enacted at midnight 
tonight. The administration has 
already advised government workers 
to prepare for such a closure. 

/ SOURCE: WALL STREET JOURNAL 

S i "Honestly, this is the Republicans' 
fault. They stopped passage of the 
Democrats' original budget during 
the lame duck session and now have 
proposed extreme budgets which do 
nothing to solve the underlying prob-
lem and instead push a far-right so-
cial agenda, such as defunding NPR 
and Planned Parenthood, [which] 

they knew full well the Democrat-con-
trolled Senate would not pass, and 
have refused to compromise, leaving 
the U.S.'s credibility in the balance." 

- Humberto Gilmer, 
Martel College freshman 

Leakage of radio-
active water halted 

Tokyo Electric Power Co. an-
nounced Wednesday that they have 
stopped the leakage of radioactive 
water from a cracked concrete pit in 
one of other reactors. They accom-
plished this by pouring 1,560 gallons 
of a compound called "water glass" 
around and into the pit. Before filling 
the gap, the outflow had supposedly 
caused a dangerous rise in seawater 
contamination around the build-
ing. The level of radiation - at 7.5 
million times the permissible limit — 
spurred fears of poisoning Japanese 
fish, ruining their quality and taste. 
However, the Japanese government 
decided to dump 11,500 tons of 
low-level radioactive water into the 
ocean on Monday. Officials said 
they wanted to open space for the 
more toxic water currently blocking 
workers from fixing quake-damaged 
machinery at the complex. 
/ S o u RCE: WALL STREET JOURNAL 

S j " I got a real sense about how 
dire the circumstances... were 
once I heard that the Japanese were 
basically forced to dump 11,500 tons 
of radioactive water into the ocean. 
We thought a gulf oil spill was hard 
to clean up but the ocean around 
this area of Japan will be affected for 
years to come, and this time there is 
no company to blame. The situation 
at times seems helpless but it makes 
me very pleased to see the Rice 
community come together to collect 
money and aid for them during this 
difficult t ime." 

- Estevan Delgado, 
Duncan College sophomore 

Violence continues 
in Libya with NATO 
airstrikes 

The International Criminal 
Court announced that the Libyan 
government reacted to the fall of the 
Tunisian regime by making plans to 
kill protesting civilians before the 
national uprising even broke out. 
In response, NATO has promised to 
protect Libyan citizens - especially 
in the hard-hit city of Misrata, and of-
ficials are expected to request arrest 
warrants for Col. Muammar Gaddafi, 
his sons and dose aides. They said 
that their warplanes hit Col. Gad-
dafi's military assets around Libya's 
third largest city on Monday, weak-
ening his military power by a third, 
but Gaddafi retaliated by moving his 
weapons into civilian areas. Libyan 
rebels said that NATO has generally 
been responding too slowly to calls 
for air strikes, causing the unnec-
essary deaths of more people in 
Misrata. Two hundred deaths have 
occurred there since the beginning 
of the uprising on Feb. 17, and source 
?ay that number has probably risen 
in the past few days. 

SOURCE: BBC 

Killings escalate in 
Cuidad Juarez 

Ciudad Juarez has maintained 
its reputation as the most danger-
ous city in Mexico, sources say, 
with 41 homicides - including a 
lo-year-old boy accidentally killed 
- occurring in a recent four-day 
period. Prosecutors said they have 
not made progress on investigat-
ing these attacks. 

SOURCE: CNN 

The Chelsea Grill 
TU CUm (jnil is tie t blm 

l>a.ra,e>rs , and /«*/ 

Whether you're finishing up a all day study session, 
planning the perfect date, or just hanging out with friends, The Chelsea Grill 

offers modern, American food in a relaxed setting. Our dishes served will 
be enjoyed by everyone. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT I RICE UNIVERSITY AREA 
4 6 2 1 Mon t rose Bou levard 
Hous ton , TX 7 7 0 0 6 - 6 1 3 2 

( 7 1 3 ) 9 4 2 - 9 8 5 7 
w w w . c h e l s e a g r i l l . c o m 

C c l & k c i ^ w o r e ôu( at The Chelsea Grill 

• • ANY PURCHASE OF $20 OR MORE WITH THIS AD 

One coupon per visit per table Present this coupon at time of purchase to receive discount off your purchase Not valid 
with any other offer or discount Not refundable or redeemable for cash Excludes tax, alcohol, gratuity and purchase of 

gift cards Valid for dine in only 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
The following were noted at the most recent meeting of 
the Student Association on April 4. 

• Seven of the 11 college presidents were represented by proxies. 

• SA President Georgia Lagoudas announced tha t each college 

president w i l l select one representat ive f rom the i r col lege for the 

Centennial Student Involvement Commit tee and the end of year 

awards commit tees. 

• SA Internal Vice President announced an NSR d iscuss ion which 

was to be held Tuesday night , and the SA's spr ing workshop to 

be held ton ight . 

• Director of Informat ion Technology Systems Barry Ribbeck dis-

cussed an overview of the planned switch to Gmai l f rom webmai l . 

Students w i l l now be able to keep their Rice emai l addresses for 

life, wi th emai l cont inu ing to use @rice.edu but be ing hosted by 

Google and using the Gmail interface. Those interested in test ing 

the new system should e-mai l carlyn@rice.edu. 

• Former SA President Selim Sheikh presented plans for a conve-

nience store in the RMC to the SA. The convenience store wi l l take 

the place of 13th Street and Smoothie King, and wi l l be construct-

ed over the summer. The store wi l l be run by Barnes and Noble. 

Sammy's wi l l also be replaced, w i th an as-yet -undetermined food 

point . 

• Baker College junior Violetta Krol presented the Owl l is t websi te. 

The site is meant to create an onl ine marketplace for members of 

the Rice communi ty . 

• Lovett College senator Brian Strasters presented the results of 

the energy compet i t ion. The south colleges saved about 265 kW 

hours per person and the north colleges saved about 230 kW 

hours per person. 

The next SA meeting wil l be held April 11 at 9 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

Every day after 4pm $ 2 o f f any purchase of 
$6 or more 

when you show your Rice University ID 
cannot be combined with another otherMer' 

« V r f CK DOWNTOWN 
i c e v d McK inney Place Tunne l 

'el: 713 523-2323 9030 Ma in ST Sui te T-240A 

Tel: 713 752-2323 

• t l . M . M . M i< »• »< 1 I »< J l - ' l ' • • • I • . 1 I • I • I It .« '» ' • 

' 

http://www.chelseagrill.com
mailto:carlyn@rice.edu
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COURSE EVALUATIONS 
A quick glance at undergrad responses from 2010 
Quality is the average student Workload is the average student Effectiveness is the average student 
response to the question, "Overall, I response to the question, "The work- response to the question, "Overall, I 
would rate the quality of this course load for this course compared to feel that the instructor's effectiveness 
as ..." and is ranked from highest to others at Rice was ..." and is ranked as a teacher was ..."and is ranked from 
lowest quality on a scale of 1-5. from easiest to hardest on a 1-5 scale, most to least effective on a 1-5 scale. 

* Courses excluded from general rankings below include those with a reported enrollment of fewer than seven, LPAPs, freshman seminars, 
college courses, architecture studio sessions, music major studio sessions and advanced academic advising practicum for current PAAs. 

top-notch 
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POLI 212 1.62 SWGS 205 2.47 
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01 MATH 321 1.29 BIOC 122 1.72 
n COMP 160 1.46 MATH 321 2.18 
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00*4%, ESCI 113 1.67 ESCI 107 2.67 

n 

a 
READ MORE Check out our 
ONLINE interviews with 

Bioengineering 
Lecturer Renata 
Ramos and her 
husband Lenin 
Terrazas, the 
new Resident 
Associates at 
Wiess College. 

ONLY ONLINE AT 

ricethresher.org 
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Rice Students: 

Register now for 
Summer School 

( i n r e n t Rice s t uden t s in g o o d ,ic;idemic s t a n d i n g 

can take u p to 12 credi t h o u r s d u r i n g t he s u m m e r 

sessions. ( ) n l i n c reg is t ra t ion is lasi a n d easv. 

Visiting a n d Class 111 s t u d e n t s s h o u l d consul t the 

Web lor app l i ca t ion ins t ruc t ions . 

For courses , dates , reg is t ra t ion d e a d l i n e s 

a n d o t h e r detai ls , see 

gscs.rice.edu/summercredit 
o r t a l l 71".-:', IS-INO:I 

^ RICE 
,\<ltnim\lrml In (hi Suwtiru \l (.tmuiiri \ , / W nj Cimlinuing Sltitlm 

"Best Breakfast Taco!" 
Houston Press, 2006-20Q9 

66 Best Taco!" (Taco Verde) 
Houston Press, Editor's Pick 

"Taco You Must Eat 
Before You Die!" 

m m B P Texas Monthly (Lamb Barbacoa) 
3704 Main Street near the HCC/Ensemble Light Rail Stop 

tacosagogo.com | (713) 8Q7.TACO (8226) 
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Student to bike miles for charity 
BY HENRY DENG 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

Talk about having a strong 
wheelpower. This summer, Baker 
College junior Matthew Nanes is 
embarking on a bike ride from 
Providence, R.I. to Seattle, Wash, 
to raise money and awareness for 
affordable housing. 

Nanes will ride nearly 4,000 
miles across the U.S. with 30 other 
college-age participants as part of 
Bike & Build, which organizes cross-
country bicycle trips to benefit af-
fordable housing groups. Each rider 
will raise $4,000 or more, almost all 
of which is used to build housing. 

The bikers' journey will start 
on June 13 and end August 21, rid-
ing an average of about 70-75 miles 
per day, with 12 "build days" where 
they will work on building houses 
in different towns and five rest days 
at different points. 

One of the goals of Bike & Build 
is to make it across the country in 
a cheap and simple manner so that 
as much of their money as pos-
sible can go toward building. Meals 
will often be donated to them, and 
at night they will usually stay in 
churches or community centers, 
resting on sleeping bags they carry 
on their ride. Their route and stops 
are planned beforehand, and the 
bikers will generally try not to devi-
ate from the course. 

"We ride every day regardless 
of weather, unless there's some 
kind of imminent danger," Nanes 
said. "It might be 100 degrees going 
across the plains and below 40 de-
grees crossing the Rockies, but we 
sort of just power through." 

When asked how he had been 
training for the ride, Nanes said 
that he typically bikes on weekend 
mornings to wherever he can go 

around Houston. 
Although his 
longest bike ride 
has only been 
40 miles and he 
says he is not an 
experienced cy-
clist, Nanes said 
he has an endur-
ance athlete his-
tory and has run 
several mara-
thons before. 

Nanes' first 
exposure help-
ing with the af-
fordable hous-
ing problem was 
in high school, 
when he volun-
teered with Habi-
tat for Humanity. 

" H o u s i n g , 
and in particu-
lar owning your 
own home, can 
make a huge 
difference in 
someone's life," 
Nanes said. "It 
gives you some-
where safe to go 
home to every 
day and is one big thing you don't 
have to worry about." 

Nanes added that aside from the 
charitable aspect of the ride, he is 
also looking forward to the journey 
itself for personal reasons. 

"My secondary goal is that I'm 
excited to see the country," Nanes 
said. "1 studied abroad last spring 
and had a lot of fun, but I also real-
ized I had not seen much of my own 
country. I can't think of a better way 
to see it than on a bike." 

He is almost halfway towards 
meeting his goal of raising $4,000, 
and said that some of the most 

Study Abrom<$ 

Matthew Nanes 

generous contributors have been 
from around Rice. Each house the 
group builds typically costs around 
$6,000, he said. 

"Whether you're donating 
enough to buy a nail or a brick, 
every little bit helps," Nanes said. 
"Very little of it goes to the organi-
zation itself, as it pretty much ends 
up all going to building houses and 
helping people." 

To learn more about Bike & 
Build, visit www.bikeandbuild.org. 
Click the blue "Donate" button and 
Matthew Nanes' name to donate 
and support his ride. 
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8" SUB SANDWICHES 
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meats & cheese I can bay! in* if it natters ta yea. 
we slice nerything treat eieryday in this stare, right 
hare where yoa caa saa it. (Ne mystery meat hare!) 
01 PEPE* 
leal appleweed saiehed harp and prorelene cheese 
garnished with lettuce, taiaata. and mays. 

#2 BIG J O W 
Medium rare choice roast beef tapped with 
yummy may#, lettace aad trtaatn 

#3 TOTALLY TUNA" 
Fresh heasemade tona. miiei with celery onions 
and oar tasty saace then tepiied with aflalla spraats. 
cacamber. lettace. and tomato (My tuna locks'i 

#4 TURKEY TOM* 
fresh sliced tarhey breast, topped with lettace. 
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mays ( The anginal) 

#5 VITO* 
Ibe anginal Italian sab with genaa satani. prat plane, 
capicata. emon. lattice, tomato I a real lasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hat peppers by request). 

#6 VEGETARIAN $ 
layers of primal am cheese separated by real 
avecade spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cacumhcr. 
tettece. tomato, and mayo iTnrfy a faerteet sab not 
for vegetarians noly peace dude!) 

J . J . E . L . T / 
lacon. lettace. tomate & m; 
(The only better III is «iama s l t l ) 
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» leal patata ehtps ai jnmbe hasher iiU ptckle $1 ? l 
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Choice roast beef, smoked ham. pro«elone cheese. 
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anian. mayo, aad oar homemade Italian nnaigrette 
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#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB* 
loasi beef, tarkey breast, lettace tomato. & mayo 
tn American classic certainly not tnrented by J.J. but 
definitely tweaked and litetaned to peifcction1 

#15 CLUB TUNAr> 

The same as oni 03 totally lana eicept this one has 
a let more Fresh botsemade tuna salad pronolone. 
sprootv cacamber lettoce & tomato 

#16 CLUB LULU* 
Fresh sliced turkey breast baron, lettuce, tomato. 
t mayo (JJ s original Tarkey S bacon clah I 

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER1* 
leal applnwood smoked ham and bacan with lettuce, 
temata & mayo what could be better! 
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Undergrads build site to 
help fellow students get 
involved with start-ups 
Three Rice students start a ground-break-
ing web service despite busy schedules 

BY RUBY GEE 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

In his spare time, Will Rice college 
senior Abhishek Nag, an electrical en-
gineering major, started a business with 
his friends. Embarking on an entrepre-
neurial effort that surpasses the typical 
lemonade stand-esque simplicity of 
most college student businesses, they 
founded SimpApply. 

SimpApply (http://www.simpapply. 
com), which is a play off of "simplify," 
and "apply", is a service that connects 
students with jobs and internships at 
start-up companies, which typically do 
not have the resources to actively seek 
out students on campus. 

"These are companies you wouldn't 
traditionally see, at say, a career fair 
at Rice," Nag said. "These are not the 
extensions of Exxon Mobil. These are 
the start-ups down the street that are 
exciting, young and energetic — and 
are looking to hire students — but do 
not have the visibility or the resources 
to make themselves as visible as bigger 
corporations." 

Nag founded SimpApply along with 
two other electrical engineering majors: 
Hanszen college senior Norman Pai and 
Sid Rich college senior Yilong Yao. Offi-
cially launched in Febiuary, the website 
had Rice students as its first beta us-
ers. As of April 6, SimpApply has been 
open to students at SMU, UT Austin and 
Texas A&M. 

Part of their motivation for starting 
this web service lay in helping students 
who wanted firsthand experience with 
entrepreneurship at a start-up company, 
but lack the knowledge of how exactly to 
accomplish that goal. Nag, Pai and Yao 
personally experienced such a situation. 

"My co-founders and I were looking 
and were interested in internships with 
start up compa-
nies, but couldn't 
find one because " 
they don't post on 
Monster [a job list-
ing site] — it's too 
expensive — and 
they don't have 
HR departments 
of course," Nag 
said. "So we de-
cided to build this 
web service that 
acted as an arena 
for students and 
small businesses 
and start-ups to 
connect." 

Nag cited his 
ELEC 394 class as 
the course that triggered his interest in 
entrepreneurship. Titled "Professional 
Issues and Project Management for Elec-
trical Engineers," the course covered as-
pects of professional electrical engineer 
ing outside of Rice such as ethics, resource 
allocation and intellectual property. 

"Students are actually quite enthu-
siastic about this, these opportunities 
that they won't find anywhere else...that 
are unique in what they offer," Nag said. 

Pai said that since their company 
is targeting start-ups and students, 
SimpApply is operating in a relatively 
unique market. 

"We were really motivated because 
we knew there's a problem with the way 
things are being done now and there 
was a need for [our service] because 
students will always need jobs, (and] 
start-ups are always looking for more 
people," Pai said. "We were really pas-
sionate about the idea and didn't have 
that much apprehension." 

Despite their success, the team be-
hind SimpApply has run into its own 
share of struggles. Juggling a heavy 
summer schedule, the co-founders all 
spent full work-days interning for en 
ergy and technology companies, and 
utilized what free time they had trying 

Students are actually 
quite enthusiastic 
about this, these op-
portunities that they 
won't find anywhere 
else. 

Abhishek Nag 
Will Rice College ' n 

to make their idea a reality. Even more 
testing was the fact that, Yilong, the co-
founder with the most technical exper-
tise, was separated from the other two 
that summer due to an internship with 
Microsoft in Seattle. 

"There were tons of challenges," 
Nag said. "You're a full time student — 
no one's expecting you to do this. We 
had plenty to do as it was and were 
very involved with all the activities — 
it took some time for us to figure it out 
and make sure we were all really in it 
to win it." 

Nag said that initially, the found-
ing team consisted of four Rice stu-
dents. However, one of the more 
skilled students dropped out of the 
project early on. 

"That sort of rattled us because we 
had someone leave at such an early 
stage-it [made] us doubt whether [our 
idea] was really going to work and take 
off, whether it's a good idea or not," Nag 
said. "Definitely getting a good solid 
team together that you know will work 
and is committed is the biggest chal-
lenge initially." 

Other challenges they faced includ-
ed site development, pitching SimpAp-
ply to a critical audience of experienced 
business professionals, and an unsuc-
cessful, costly attempt to outsource 
some of their technical work to Viet-
nam, which Nag labeled as bad decision 
number one. 

"The way people make it seem with 
outsourcing: they make it seem like 
it's magic," Nag said. "But it's not that 
easy and we ended up spending a lot of 
money... that we made from our intern-
ships over the summer and what we got 
in the end was not something we were 
happy with." 

In the end, Yao and Sid Rich senior 
Amanda Shih worked for three weeks, 

with no sleep, to 
build the SimpAp-
ply website. 

According to 
Nag, the site that 
the two Rice stu-
dents created was 
10 times better 
than the site cre-
ated by the out-
sourced workers, 
even though the 
outsourced work-
ers took much 
longer. 

"Once we actu-
ally got the service 
up ... and heard 
how enthusias-
tic [clients] were 

about the idea — that's when I first got 
the feeling that this could actually go 
somewhere," Nag said. 

Will Rice sophomore Stephen 
Crowe was one the Rice students who 
took advantage of SimpApply's ser-
vices with positive results. Crowe was 
able to secure a job with a small firm in 
Houston that specializes in consumer 
electronics. 

"Someone contacted me back im-
mediately from the place I applied — a 
really cool, smaller company that 1 
couldn't have found through larger sites 
like the Rice link," Crowe said. 

SimpApply's short term goal is to try 
to organically expand their service to 
other states. 

Their long term vision, however, is 
to expand and rebrand the service as a 
website that can be used to connect any 
two markets that would typically have 
trouble connecting with each other. 

"Honestly for a student start-up, 
launched by three extremely busy elec-
trical engineers, I'm very happy that we 
made it this far...when we could have 
quit at any point on the way," Nag said. 
"Just to hear companies and students 
say that our service is of value is very 
fulfilling." 

99 
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http://www.bikeandbuild.org
http://www.simpapply
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BY CONNOR HAYES 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While the Owl's basketball season 
ended at the hands of the University 
of Tulsa during this year's Conference 
USA tournament, 300 lucky Rice stu-
dents were able to experience March 
Madness first hand at Monday night's 
NCAA championship game held at Re-
liant Stadium. 

Each of the 
schools competing 
in the championship 
game, the Univer-
sity of Connecticut 
and Butler Univer-
sity of Indianapolis, 
Ind., were allotted 
800 tickets for their 
courtside student 
sections. While 
Butler managed to 
fill their space by 
subsidizing student 
transport and hotel 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s , 
UConn had much 
fewer students 
make the nearly 
2,000 mile trip from 
Storrs, Conn. 

UConn had a noticeable attendance 
shortage in their student section dur-
ing their semifinal matchup with the 
University of Kentucky. With extra tick-
ets in their possession, the offer was 
extended to Rice and the University 
of Houston (the two Final Four "host 
schools") to fill the open seats. 

Ryan Holloway, Assistant Athletic 
Director for Marketing and Ticket Sales, 
sent the initial announcement on the 
tickets via email to the Varsity Sports 
Liaisons from each residential college 
just before 10:30 a.m. on Monday. 

Students who were among the first 
300 to arrive at Tudor Fieldhouse were 
asked to sign up with their name and 
student ID number and were told that 
they could pick up their physical tick-
ets between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. at the 
Reliant Center that evening. 

Will Rice College senior Mike Bur-
cham, one of the VSLs who received the 
initial message from Holloway, said he 
tried to get the information out to those 
around him as quickly as possible. 

"I grabbed my roommate as fast as 
I could, emailed and texted a bunch of 
people in my contacts and told people 
about the deal on my way to Tudor. I 
knew that if I tried to forward the email 
to the Will Rice secretaries it would 
have gone out too late," Burcham said. 

Burcham described a chaotic scene 
on his way to Tudor to claim his spot at 
the game. 

"When I was walking over to the 
gym I literally saw people running from 
their dorms. I thought that they were 
late for class at first, but then I realized 
that we were all headed to the same 
place ... everyone was on their cell 
phones calling or texting their friends," 
he recalled. 

While Holloway's contacting of the 
VSLs proved to be an effective way to 
disseminate information about the 
tickets, some colleges inevitably re-
ceived the message earlier than others. 

® 
NCAA FINAL FOUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

RELIANT STADIUM 

53 
41 

Total Attendance: 
145,747* 

* - Final Four Record 

Baker College junior Matthew 
Nanes, also a VSL, remarked that there 
were some disparities in representa-
tion from each residential college. 

"I could tell when I was at the game 
that Hanszen had more students in at-
tendance than any other college. I for-
warded Ryan [Holloway]'s email to the 
Baker listserv as soon as I received it, 
but Hanszen's email list is not moder-

ated so those stu-
dents were among 
the first to find 
out," Nanes ex-
plained. 

While the 
process was suc-
cessful for most, 
many students 
including Jones 
College senior 
Alex Johannigman 
encountered frus-
trating and chaotic 
situations when 
both attempting to 
reserve his tickets 
and pick them up 
at the stadium. 

"There were 
people [at Tudor] 

cutting through the line without re-
spect to the others who had gotten 
there first. I'm glad I managed to get a 
ticket, but for something as important 
as the championship game I wish Rice 
athletics had spent a bit more time 
making the sign-up table more orga-
nized and efficient," said Johannigman 

Will Rice junior Clayton Chaney 
was able to sign up for a ticket, but was 
one of a few students who met trouble 
at the stadium that evening. 

"I signed up to receive a free ticket, 
but when I got to the Reliant Center 
to pick it up I was told that my name 
was not on the list. This situation was 
especially stressful because there was 
nobody to contact to prove that I had 
signed up," Chaney explained. 

Lovett College freshman Justin 
Gross was also among the 300 students 
to reserve a spot at the game. 

"When I walked into the Reliant 
Center I was baffled by the number 
of students who were waiting in line 
to pick up their tickets," remarked 
Gross. "In the heat of the moment, it 
was highly stressful, but once I walked 
through the gates and got past security 
I was just excited to be there." 

Johannigman agreed that the stress 
of reserving and acquiring tickets was 
overshadowed by the experience of at-
tending such a high profile game. 

"It was a great experience, espe-
cially reading all of the comments on-
line about how many Rice Owls were at 
the game. I can't help but wonder how 
much more exciting it will be if and 
when we get a chance to see our own 
team in the Final Four." 

Wiess College senior Ashten Acker-
man had a close up view of the Mon-
day morning chaos at Tudor as the lone 
student working the registration table. 

"Within the first hour all of the 300 
tickets were gone. We had tons of stu-
dents running down the inner loop and 
across the intramural fields to get to 
Tudor. With only one table and just me 

working registration it was a bit nuts at 
times, but essentially whoever made it 
there first got a ticket," she recalled. 

Nanes believed that the situation 
was a win-win for both Rice and UCo-
nn, as Rice students were able to attend 
the event, and UConn received some 
extra fan support. 

"The UConn section definitely had 
less people than Butler's, so we were 
happy to help fill in the empty space. 
Most of the UConn fans got there before 
us, so we sort of filled in behind them 
and tried our best to learn their cheers 
and get into the game," he said. 

Many students who were able to 
obtain a ticket and join the UConn fans 
made it no secret that they were rep-
resentatives of Rice, as a number ap-
peared on national television display-
ing Rice-related signs and clothing. 

"I know a lot of people wore Rice 
gear either because they didn't really 

care who won the game or because it 
was the only thing that they had that 
matched UConn's colors," Nanes add-
ed. "I think it ended up generating a lot 
of exposure for Rice, especially when 
students got on TV wearing their Rice 
shirts and holding up signs." 

Students in the background of the 
telecast were recognizably represent-
ing the "Rice Owls," and confused 
viewers took to the Internet and their 
social media accounts to inquire as to 
the significance of the term. Owl fans 
and alumni, on the other hand, were 
amused and entertained at the nation-
al exposure. 

"I wasn't able to attend the game, 
but just from watching on TV I could 
recognize a lot of Rice students in the 
background," Baker College sopho-
more Andie Obermeyer said. 

The term "Rice Owls" was men-
tioned so often during the game on the 

popular micro-blogging website Twit-
ter that it became a worldwide "trend-
ing topic," meaning that it was one of 
the top 10 most used phrases on the 
site during that period of time. 

In addition to the confused viewers 
and Rice fans, some more notable Owls 
contributed to Rice's Twitter trend. 

"Rice has infiltrated the back-
ground of the halftime show. We're ev-
erywhere!" Former Rice football stand-
out and current Houston Texans tight 
end James Casey said on his Twitter 
account. University President David 
Leebron also tweeted during the live 
telecast that students "looked like they 
were having a great time." 

With the Final Four headed back 
to Houston in 2016, Owl fans can only 
hope that they will then have another 
chance to attend a championship 
game — next time to root for Rice. 
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They came, they saw, 
they conquered. 
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LIE CLERICUZIO/THRESHER 

University of Connecticut forward Roscoe Smith grabs a defen-

sive rebound during the NCAA National Championship game as 

teammate Donnell Beverly looks on. 
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KTRL OUTDOOR SHOW ̂  -•St 

WASHED OUT * REAL ESTATE • MISTER HEAVENLY 
DUCKTAILS • GRANDFATHER CHILD • YOUNG M A M M A L S 

SUNDRESS • THE TONTONS • WICKED POSEUR • FAT TONY 

APRiL 9, 2 0 I I I RICE UNIVERSITY C E N T R A L QUAD | FREE | A L L AGES 
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LAYOUT BY EMILY NICHOL* ALL PHOTOS COURTESY RESPECTIVE BANDS. DUCKTAILS PHOTO COURTESY OF GROUND CONTROL TOURING 

KTRU Battle of the Bands winner The Smoking Section has classic inspira-
tions, from Otis Redding to Eric Clapton. Vocalist Page Robinson and guitar-
ist Erik Tanner started messing around with a few songs during their first 
semester at Rice, and keyboardist MK Quinn joined shortly thereafter. They 
practiced for about a year before performing and were soon joined by drum-
mer Daniel Hays. Bassist Austin Edwards joined three or four days before 
their first large performance. He fit in perfectly from the first song we played 
together, even though he had only met most of us the day before. Drummer 
Mark Hoffman got on board soon after, and vocalist Stuart Nelson became a 
part of the regular band this fall. 

A soulful blend of psychedelic blues and indie-rock, The Tontons are a 
spectacle. Their driving arrangements and beautiful melodies evoke mag-
netism and suspend reality. Raw energy emanates from this Houston, TX 
quartet. The Tontons' creative method is different from other musicians'; 
their writ ing technique, rehearsal and performance style are unique-
ly their own. This produces a mesmerizing hybrid of disparate musical 
genres, making them difficult to categorize and giving them broad appeal 
and popularity. 

-Erik Tanner, The Smoking Section -The Tontons 
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Ducktails is the one-man psychedelic pop project of Matthew Mondanile, 
guitarist for North Jersey's Real Estate and more importantly, a proud son 
of the mid-1980s. At 22 he started releasing his own cassette albums at first 
living in Northampton, MA. His first seven inch came out on Breaking World 
Records followed by a string of LP's, Cassettes, and CDs on small indepen-
dent likeminded labels like Not Not Fun, Olde English Spelling Bee, Release 
the Bats, Arbor, Goaty Tapes etc. Born in Ridgewood, NJ and now surround-
ed by a like-minded crew of young songwriters, Matt spends his time either 
touring or recording in the basement of his parent's house and partying in 
the city. Categorized by David Keenan as part of the "hypnagogic pop" move-
ment, Ducktails attempts to realize a shared cultural memory and nostalgia 
through various genres, drone, psych, music concrete, etc. 

If you've had lust go wrong, and love go right, all while smoking out with 
Vietnamese girls and listening to "Let It Be" (The Replacements, not The 
Beatles), then you just might know what Fat Tony's new album RABDAR-
GAB is all about. Oh, plus 400 DEGREES KELVIN TORPEDO FIRE RAPPING 
and lots of it. Texas-bred Fat Tony ascends the rich & ripe Houston un-
derground to lead a brave new generation of Southern rappers, with the 
Tuesday, October 19 release of his earth-shattering, woman-embracing 
debut full-length album RABDARGAB. A three-time winner of the Hous 
ton Press Music Awards' Best Underground Hip-Hop award (2008, 2009, 
2010) and URB Magazine Next 1,000 alumni, Fat Tony brings a wealth of 
unique perspective as a first generation Nigerian-American raised in the 
South and overall live dude. 
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-www.groundcontroltouring.com 
-Fat Tony 
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C O U R T N E Y S V A T E K 

T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L STAFF 

What a semes ter it has been for thea ter ! Rice 
has recently hos ted everything from the d rama 
of a Shakespea re tragedy to the g lamour of an 
Elton John musica l and now Cougar High, a stu-
dent writ ten pe r fo rmance . Martel College junior 
and composi t ion major Keith 
Allegretti has c raf ted a u n i q u e 
specimen of the stage that 
is at once a t r ibute to cheap 
humor, a parody of common 
fictional t ropes and even a 
satire of publ ic educa t ion and 
the d i sc r imina t ion faced by 
homosexuals . Most refresh-
ingly, however, it is simply an 
irreverent farce with no aspi-
rat ions to five-star reviews or 
the Sammys, with no expec-
ta t ions higher than to make 
its aud ience reel with bo th 
disgust and laughter . While 
low produc t ion values and 
the show ' s very na tu re make 
it an exper ience that not just anyone could sit 
through, those who aren' t easily o f fended and 
can s tomach some gross-out humor will find it 
well worth their while. 

Cougar High is like an af ter-school special un-
like any th ing you've ever seen before. Its f rank 
dialogue, swear ing and sexual humor cap ture 
the t rue spirit and immatur i ty of high schoolers , 
making it the an t i thes i s to starry-eyed produc-
tions like High School Musical. The story revolves 
a round the s t ruggles faced by football s tar Reg-
gie as he dea l s with his recent ly-developed prob-
lems of explosive d ia r rhea . Yes, the script and 
lyrics are every bit as graphic on the subject as 
you might imagine . Reggie must come to terms 
with his new life while trying to 
win back the a f fec t ions of his girl-
f r iend and peers . 

Hanszen College f r e s h m a n and 
voice major Manfreddi Thimot§, 

Cougar High 

Directed by: Keith Al-
legrett i 
Now Playing: Apri l 9-10 
at 8 p.m., McMurtry Col-
lege Commons 
Price: $5 

who may hereaf ter be recognized a round cam-
pus as " the poop guy," sh ines as Reggie. It's a 
rare actor who has the in tes t inal for t i tude - or 
lack thereof, ra ther - to belt out ba l lads about 
his pa infu l exper iences on the toilet . What 
makes Cougar High h i lar ious is the ea rnes tness 
a n d pass ion with which the singer delivers l ines 
about defecat ing, which I might say were beau-

tifully wri t ten even though 
they were abou t the prod-
ucts of the excretory sys-
tem. Without a s t rong lead, 
this show would sink faster 
than a rock in a toilet, but 
with his cha r i sma and spec-
tacular voice, Thimote s teals 
the show. 

McMurtry College fresh-
man Aubrey Sir tautas , an-
other gifted voice ta lent , 
is perfect as Reggie's girl-
f r iend, Christy; as she leaves 
Reggie, her s inging is loaded 
with a larm and anger, and 
her mou th cur ls into a per-
manen t sneer . Other s tand-

out per formances inc lude McMurtry f r e shman 
Nick Vollmar as the vi l la inous Mr. Cuckle, a nar-
row-minded and belligerent teacher of "Amurri-
can History" who b ra inwashes his s tuden t s into 
longing for America's "p re -pubescen t days." 
Martel senior Will Edwards does an excellent job 
as a gay s tereotype in his role as Mr. Bradford, 
the school counselor who is eager to talk about 
feelings while frolicking about the stage. Not ev-
eryone in the cast is adept at s inging, and a few 
times off-key notes clash agains t the piano, but 
where it matters , the voice work is passab le , and 
the leads are downright impressive. 

The staging, on the other h a n d , leaves much 
to be desired. The set is literally no th ing more 

than a black cur ta in hung from rods in the Mc-
Murtry commons . Cardboard lockers leaned 
agains i tnc cu i i a in to set the scene often fell 
over, and a makesh i f t footbal l field hurr iedly 
taped down for the f ina le was quickly torn from 
its ancho r s and b e c a m e wrapped a round the 
flailing Reggie. While the p lay ' s low-budget 
style fits its charac te r and has its charm, riot ail 
of its product ion f laws should be excused. As 
each act begins, ac tors s t and there, frozen vis-
ibly in the d imness , for an awkwardly long time 
while a p iano over ture is played. Yet there are 
some long t rans i t ions be tween scenes which 
are completely si lent and in ter rupt the that 
of the pe r fo rmance . And, while s t and ing out 
from all other mus ica l s at Rice, Cougar High 
cannot escape the s o u n d issues that haunt col-
lege theater . Although the accompan imen t is 
only a p iano, Allegrett i 's pass iona te playing 
often covers up the s ingers ' voices, even with 
microphones . Aside from great facial expres-
s ions and in terac t ions be tween some of the 
actors, the musical offers little to look at , so 
when the ou t rageous lyrics canno t be heard , its 
impact d i sappears . 

Cougar High is certainly not for everyone. If 
the mere thought of a song descr ibing d iar rhea 
in vivid and colorful detail makes you squea-
mish, actually hea r ing it in the show may have 
you gagging and runn ing for the ba throom your-
self. But if your inner child still giggles at poop 
jokes, Cougar High will leave you with a burn ing 
pain in your gut - f rom laughing too hard . The 
show wields its immatu re humor to make some 
weighty points whi le invoking both discomfort 
and a m u s e m e n t in its aud ience . Of course , this 
may be reading too deeply into it; it may truly 
be just a show abou t crap. At any rate, i t 's gutsy, 
i t 's fun , i n d it shou ld be seen before it gets 
f lushed away. 
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WILD 

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE 
Emily's picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston ar^a, for this week. 

Shepherd music s tudents Ross 

Griffey and Hilary Purrington are 

premiering new musical works 

Sunday at 3 p.m. in the Rice Uni-

versity Art Gallery. Several music 

composition majors have written 

pieces inspired by the artwork of 

Mary Temple, currently on display. 

Tills is a great opportunity to hear 

something you've never heard be-

fo re , a n d i f s 

RICE ART GALLERY 

SEWALL HALL 

VADA.RICE.EDU 

SOMEWHERE 
Martel College's, spr ing show, 

somewhere never travelled, w r i t -

ten by Martel College sopho-

m o r e Maggie Sui t , is playing 

April 7-9 at 8 p.m. and April 14-16 

at 8 p.m. A show about art , love 

a n d compu te r geeks, this play 

has some th ing for everyone. Ad-

miss ion is $ 3 for s tudents , $5 for 

faculty/staff , $ 8 for genera l . 

MARTEL COLLEGE C O M M O N S 

9 9 SUNSET 

MARTEL.RICE.EDU 

Born To Be Wild 3D, t h e n e w 

1MAX film, o p e n s ton ight at 

t h e H o u s t o n M u s e u m of Na tu -

ra l S c i e n c e . T h i s film d o c u -

m e n t s t h e b o n d b e t w e e n h u -

m a n s a n d a n i m a l s , t e l l i ng t h e 

s t o r i e s of p e o p l e w h o h a v e 

r e s c u e d o r p h a n e d e l e p h a n t s 

a n d o r a n g u t a n s . Even b e t t e r 

t h a n t h e f o o t a g e of c u t e b a b y 

a n i m a l s , M o r g a n F r e e m a n 

n a r r a t e s t h e film. 

H M N S 

1 0 0 1 BISSONNET 

WWW.HMNS.ORG 

Nostalgia, 
Function 
and Design 
in Zemaitis' 
talk 

E L L I S E B R O O K S 
THRESHER STAFF 

As an in t roduct ion to the 2011 
Lawndale Art Center Design Fair, 
the Museum of Fine Arts, par tnered 
with the Lawndale to present a spe-
cial lecture by James Zemaitis , the 
Senior Vice Pres ident and Head of 
20th Century Design at So theby ' s , 
on Wednesday, March 30. Zemai-
tis d i scussed case s tud ies ranging 
from American mid-century mod-
ern art to the evolving contempo-
rary design marke t relat ing to the 
issues of p rovenance , rarity and the 
change in market . 

Zemaitis received his bache lo r ' s 
degree in Art History from Oberlin 
College and did his g r adua t e work 
in American Archi tectural History 
at Rutgers University, in 1996, he 
began his auc t ion career at Chris-
tie 's, where he worked for three 
years in the 20th Century Design 
depa r tmen t . 

Before his arrival at Sotheby 's 
in 2003, Zemaitis organized a se-
ries of revolut ionary sales at Phil-
lips, de Pury & Luxembourg, where 
he was Worldwide Head of 20th-
21st Century Design. In 2006, he 
was voted "one of the 200 most 
inf luent ia l New Yorkers" in New 
York Magazine. 

As an exper t in the auct ioning 
world, his lec ture focused on why, 
when it comes to the auct ion mar-
ket for design, not all mas terworks 
are created equa l . 

What makes certain pieces 
more highly sought af ter than 
others? Why are some objects 
more va luable than others? He 
argued that provenance , rarity 
and the f luc tua t ions in the mar-
ket are the de te rmin ing factors of 
monetary va lue of a piece in the 
auct ioning world. 

The issue with p rovenance is 
that with the new market geared 
towards "l imited edi t ions ," there is 
no sure way to tell which edi t ions 
have really sold out , which have 
not and from which edi t ion is the 
piece. He says that there is a likeli-
hood of reproduct ion on a mass lev-
el of some works in this section of 
the auc t ion ing world that degrade 
the rarity and only compl ica te the 
issue of p rovenance fur ther . 

The f luc tua t ion in the market 
has more to do with the type of 
auct ion h o u s e and cl ientele that 
are p resen t . For example , b idding 
wars , he said , most of the t ime 
h a p p e n be tween two or three buy-
ers vying for one specific art is t . 

Because of this, the auct ion 
O see DESIGN, page 13 

GAGA 
Googoo for Gaga? Get your 

groove on tonight at 8 p .m. at 

Toyota Center for S49.50-175! A 

greatly glamorized goddess of 

pop. gorgeous Gaga is not ge-

neric. Whether you think she ' s 

great or garbage, her show is 

sure to m a k e you giggle for gag). 

R - TOYOTA CENTER 

' 1 5 1 0 POLK STREET / 

WWW.UVENATlON.COM 
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Hanna too complex, 
ambitious, stale 

AAREN PASTOR 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Hanna is no fairy tale. Though di-
rector Joe Wright's (Atonement) film 
attempts to capture the supernatural 
world of the Brothers Grimm, the 
threads of this film unravel faster 
than Rapunzel's 
hair due to its 
implausible plot 
line. The story, 
about a geneti-
cally engineered 
s u p e r s o l d i e r 
child on a search 
for freedom and 
identity in a har-
rowing world of 
evil government 
cover-ups and 
lederhosen-c lad 
Germans, reads 
as a poor en-
tanglement of The Bourne Identity 
with an adolescent girl and The Boys 
from Brazil. Channeling Bourne with 
its action sequences (there is even a 
one-on-one with a pen, in case you 
had not quite gotten the hint yet), 
search for identity, superassassins, 
rogue agents, corrupt government 
agencies and an obsession with 
cameras and the watching eyes of 
Big Brother, the film moves at a 
schizophrenic pace. 

For those well-versed in film 
lore, the plot line of genetically en-
gineered Aryan superchildren is 
ripped right from Franklin J. Schaff-
ner's 1978 masterpiece The Boys 
from Brazil, starring Gregory Peck 
and Laurence Olivier as the horrific 
Dr. Mengele and aging Nazi-hunter 
Ezra Lieberman, respectively. The 

Hanna 

Starring: Saoirse Ronan, 
EricBana 
Rated: PG-13 
Released: April 8 

film details Lieberman's quest to 
destroy the children-clones of Hitler 
scattered across the world to prevent 
the rise of the Fourth Reich. Hanna is 
a genetically modified child, brought 
into fruition due to a combination 
of government intelligence and re-
search agencies in post-Cold War 

Germany. She 
lacks compas-
sion, pity and 
other "weak-
nesses," instead 
harboring su-
perior strength, 
speed, and 
stamina that al-
lows her to fulfill 
her role as a ge-
netically supe-
rior, brilliantly 
blond and blue-
eyed girl child. 
Her maxim: 

"Adapt or die." 
Hanna, played by Saoirse Ronan 

(.Atonement), makes for an intrigu-
ing character study. Isolated all her 
life from the madness and noise of 
the contemporary world, with access 
only to a worn copy of Grimm's Fairy 
Tales. Her utter loss in dealing with 
the inundations of technology pro-
vides a poignant insight into loss of 
innocence. When foiled with Jessica 
Barden's (Mrs. Ratcliffe's Revolu-
tion) Sophie, Hanna is a somewhat 
whimsical figure of naivete; Wright's 
romment on the self-absorption and 
litter absurdity of today's youth is 
reflected in the 'pure' Hanna. Cate 
Blanchett (The Curious Case of Ben-
jamin Button), one of today's most 
masterful actors, perfectly stereo-
types the brassy, hardened Ameri-

* 

Saoirse Ronan plays Hanna, a genetically engineered girl isolated from all aspects of the contemporary world, 

except for an old copy of German fairytales. 

can career woman, down to the 
slightly overly-made up face and 
functional heels in her character, 
Marissa Wiegler. Wiegler is a han-
dler, responsible for Eric Bana's (The 
Time Traveler's Wife) character Erik 
Heller when he, the rogue-but-ulti-
mately-in-the-right-agent pops up 
on the grid after a 14-year absence, 
with his 'daughter' slaying opera-
tives left and right. Wiegler herself 
has some mommy issues, having 
killed Hanna's mother and sacrificed 
her own maternal rights for a career 
with "the Agency." Bana's charac-
ter is essentially left undeveloped, 
except for some choice shots of his 
nicely sculpted abdomen. 

The accents of all three lead ac-
tors are spot-on, and the film se-
quencing is jarring, explosive and 
visually stunning. Similarly impres-
sive are the implications for the dark 
world of uncontrolled governmental 
agency and the extraordinary license 
given to so-called protection and 
intelligence institutions. Addition-
ally, electronica artist The Chemi-
cal Brothers provides a throbbing 
techno-club soundtrack that serves 
to underscore the latent industrial 
punk motif of the film's setting. 

Ultimately, the plot lines are too 
numerous, causing the entire project 
to fall a little short of its promising 
underpinnings. Eric Bana's death 

scene is haunting — two bodies spin-
ning slowly on a decrepit merry-go-
round in inher city Berlin smacks 
of Erich Maria Remarque's dying 
horses in a grotesque circle of death 
from All Quiet on the Western Front 
— but his character is again left woe-
fully undeveloped. The near-lesbian 
tension Hanna shares with Sophie, 
Wiegler's past, the ring of assassins, 
project Gatinka: All are left dangling 
like so many loose threads. The final 
giant flashing text at the film's end 
hearkens back to Quentin Tarantino 
(Kill Bilt) and reminds the viewer 
that this film, though slightly novel 
in approach, ultimately borrows too 
much and unpacks too little. 

4 
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Confidence in the world of finance. 

Change your world. Change your future. 

Earn a Top-Ranked Tufane Master of Finance degree in 
Houston on weekends in just 14 months. 

P P 

At tend an In format ion Session 
Thursday April 14 7:00 - 8:30 pm or 

Wednesday May TS, 7:00 -8:30 pm 

RSVP to www.Houston.Tulane.edu rsvp 

T o p - r a n k e d f i n a n c e c u r r i c u l u m 
Classes b e g i n in January 
A l t e r n a t e w e e k e n d s fo r 14 m o n t h s 
Fr iday e v e n i n g & Sa tu rday schedu le 
I n n o v a t i v e f i n a n c e c u r r i c u l u m 
Tu lane 's t o p f i n a n c e f a c u l t y 
S t r o n g q u a n t i t a t i v e ski l ls r e q u i r e d 
F inance p r e r e q u i s i t e s n o t r e q u i r e d 

0Tulane 
University 

www.Houston.Tulane.edu 

FREEMAN SCHOOL Of BUSINESS 

H O U S T O N C A M P U S 
West Loop at San Felipe near the Galleria 

713-586-6400 or 1 -866-TulaneMBA 

14-month Tulane Master of Finance degree also offered at the New Orleans Campu: 

• 
1 

http://www.Houston.Tulane.edu
http://www.Houston.Tulane.edu
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A Sucker Punch to common sense, decency, taste 
ANTHONY LAURIELLO 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In Zack Snyder 's (300) newest 
film Sucker Punch, b londe bomb-
shell Baby Doll (Emily Browning, 
Ghost Ship) and her posse of attrac-
tive young fr iends need five items 
to escape their wrongful incarcera-
tion in a draconian insane asylum. 
Similarly, five e lements are key in 
accomplishing the seemingly impos-
sible task of earning zero stars for a 
movie involving beautiful women 
clad in schoolgirl outfits wielding 
machine guns. 

Sucker Punch 

• • • • • 

Starring: Emily Browning, 
Abbie Cornish 
Rated: PG-13 
Released: March 25 

The first thing Snyder has is a 
terrible plot. The writer-director ex-
ceeds this benchmark with a story-
line that would make even Michael 
Bay (Bad Boys II) cringe. It begins 
when Baby Doll's cruel stepfather 
commits her to an insane asylum 
after she witnesses him murder her 
younger sister. Strangely enough, 
exceptionally attractive women 
populate this hellish asylum. While 
experience has taught me that the 
crazy girls tend also to be the good-
looking ones, I still doubt that the 
denizens of an inpatient mental hos-
pital look like those residing in the 
Playboy Mansion. While the movie 
takes place in the asylum, the audi-
ence perceives it through Baby Doll's 
fantasy, in which she is held in a 
dreadful brothel instead of a dread-
ful asylum. In this "brothel ," Baby 
Doll and her fr iends make an escape 
plan, which includes performing 
erotic dances for their various cap-
tors. Baby Doll gathers inspiration 

l r 

Baby Doll, played by Emily Browning, leads fellow mental patients in one of the over-the-top fantasy sequences in Sucker Punch. 

for such dances from violent fantasy 
sequences such as a World War I 
battlefield with a robot and German 
zombies held together by clocks. 

Second, the director utilizes ut-
terly atrocious dialogue to commu-
nicate this plot. The beginning of the 
film opens without any dialogue, a 
trend that sadly does not continue 
throughout the movie. Lines such 
as "Don't write checks with your 
mouth that your ass can't cash" 
made me regret Geoffrey Chaucer's 
decision to begin the tradition of 
written English. 

This brings us to the third thing 
Sucker Punch contains in order to 
clench zero stars: battle sequences 
that merely combine elements from 
other movies together in ways that 

make absolutely no sense. Examples 
include a futuristic world with a 
train, samurai robots and a dragon 
chasing a B-52 bomber. While anach-
ronistic e lements can create inter-
esting and engaging worlds, Sucker 
Punch overplays its hand and sim-
ply amalgamates these elements at 
random. Contrary to the beliefs of 
Snyder, this does not communicate 
imagination but in fact does quite 
the opposite. 

Fourth, Snyder makes an R-rated 
movie and then at the last minute 
converts it into a PG-13 one for the 
sake of getting a younger demo-
graphic. At one moment , the villain 
of the film, an orderly of the hospi-
tal and imagined brothel owner Blue 
Jones, (Oscar Isaac, Robin Hood) 

threatens to " f u B a b y Doll. I did 
not censor the f word for the purpose 
of the article: In the movie the swear 
word is only half said, as if I were 
watching cable television. 

Finally, Sucker Punch has over-
the-top preachy moral lessons that 
don't even make sense. The film has 
a twisted girl power message that 
involves the whores of the brothel 
using the power of erotic dances to 
escape the horrors of sex slavery. 
The audience learns the heartwarm-
ing message that, if being a desir-
able sex object gets you into a mess, 
then being one surely will get you 
out. Even worse, voice-overs teach 
the importance of the power of 
imagination, much like the end of a 
"Barney" episode. 

Sundance Cinemas to open this No 
vember in former Angelika theater 

JOE DWYER 
THRESHER STAFF 

Robert Redford's Sundance Cin-
ema will open in Bayou Place on Nov. 
1, taking over the space vacated by 
the Angelika Film Center last Sept., 
according to a press release issued 
last Thursday by the City of Houston. 

"Sundance Cinemas Houston will 
feature specialized programming, 
playing the finest movies for a dis-
cerning audience culled from film 
festivals and the best in general re-
lease," reads the release. 

For the average Rice student , this 
means that movies are finally acces-
sible via METRORail once again, and, 
additionally, Sundance will offer 
film programming similar to the An-
gelika's diverse palette of both indie 
and mainstream Hollywood releases. 
But for those looking to simply re-
sume their old downtown moviego-
ing ways from the Angelika years of 
yore, take notice — Sundance caters 
to a slightly different demographic 
than you may be used to. 

Outside of the slightly higher tick-
et prices than the Angelika, Sundance 
is a cinephile 's wet dream — stadium 
seating, digital surround sound and 
projection, no pre-show ads and as-
signed seating. That 's right, just 
like flying Continental, you can pur-
chase tickets online or at a lobby ki-
osk and select the seat or seats you 
want. No waiting in line or showing 

up to find that the only pair of seats 
is in the very front row. This, paired 
with no pre-show ads — the theater 
shows programming from the Sun-
dance Channel before the film starts 
— means that you'll be paying one to 
two dollars on top of your ticket price, 
but considering the $10 highway rob-
bery that Edwards charges for their 
sticky floored theaters, I'd say that 's 
a fair deal. 

Probably the best way to describe 
Sundance to someone who has never 
been to one before (the only other 
locations are in San Francisco, Calif, 
and Madison, Wise.) is that it's a posh 
version of the Alamo Drafthouse, 
serving alcoholic beverages and 
slightly more refined fare than your 
typical servery dinner or overpriced 
jumbo Reese's Pieces and Pibb Xtra. 
And yes, you can take your food and 
drinks into the theater with you. 

Both preexisting Sundance lo-
cations also boast promotions that 
will hopefully also be featured at the 
new Houston location, namely San 
Francisco's "Over 21" evening screen-
ings that kick out the young'ns and 
open the balcony bar in the theater to 
those of age, and Madison's "Student 
Tuesday" showings that let s tudents 
get a pair of seats for the price of one. 

The Houston Chronicle's real 
estate blog said negotiations took 
about eight months before Sun-
dance Cinemas finally signed a 10-
year lease with Baltimore based 

On Nov. 1, a newly-renovated Sundance Theater will open downtown. 

Cordish Co., the current lease holder 
of Bayou Place. Ed Wulfe, chair-
man of Wulfe and Co., who partici-
pated in the negotiations on behalf 
of Houston, said that the cost of 
remodeling the 36,000 square foot 
space previously occupied by the 
Angelika would run close to $2.25 
million, which is to be split between 
the Downtown Redevelopment Au-
thority, Cordish Co. and Sundance 
Cinemas. Provided that Sundance 
meets a certain projected sales 
target, a percentage of their sales 
will be paid back to the Downtown 

Redevelopment Authority. 
With S u n d a n c e replacing the 

old Angelika's space — the rough 
equivalent of gett ing your DeLo-
rean stolen and waking up to f ind 
a Bugatti in the driveway — mov-
iegoers will be treated to a slightly 
more upsca le c inema exper ience 
than they might be used to, but i t 's 
hard to overlook the s imple fact 
that c inema has finally re turned to 
downtown . Now it 's up to us to take 
advan tage of this fantas t ic new re-
source and he lp make it a perma-
nent f ixture in Houston. 

Unfortunately, I fail to see how 
imagining yourself as a captive in a 
brothel or on violent escapades sets 
you free from your current atrocious 
condit ions in a mental hospital. It is 
as if the little girl in Guillermo del 
Toro's Pan's Labyrinth imagined she 
were in the U.S. Civil War rather than 
the Spanish Civil War. 

Snyder 's Watchmen worked as a 
film because it drew on the innova-
tive mind of famed comic book writer 
Alan Moore. Sucker Punch shows that 
the director works well in coloring in 
the lines and producing established 
quality material, but his skill does 
not extend in writing his own films. 
For the good of the audience, and the 
director, I hope this is the last film he 
ever writes. 

S3 DESIGN 
FROM PAGE 11 

houses go through cycles of ups 
and d o w n s with the presence and 
absence of such buyers. The auc-
tion houses that cater more to these 
types of cl ients are more vulner-
able to these cycles if they exclu-
sively seek to collect the majori ty 
of one art is t , or one style, ra ther 
than diversifying the collection 
avai lable and thereby diversifying 
the cl ientele . 

Zemaitis believes that because 
ar t is ts are getting better at cater ing 
to a wider array of markets , there 
is a growing apprec ia t ion for the 
term "design." This growing busi-
ness savvy of the art is ts has less-
ened the f luc tua t ions in marke ts 
but has compl ica ted the value of 
design. Zemait is argued that from a 
market ing and auct ioning point of 
view, the wor th of a piece has more 
to do with its physical beau ty and 
how it fits into the collection. 

It ha s no th ing to do with the 
overused form over funct ion argu 
ment . From a cura to r ' s perspective, 
value is about func t ion , "good de-
sign" and ques t ions of good design. 
He said that a l though design is an 
end les s search for someth ing new, 
it is shi f t ing more to reissuing what 
is nostalgic and rediscovering the 
past in order to make it work for to-
day ' s market . 

In seeing this shif t , it is inte 
gral to keep in mind the issues that 
p lague the design world. 
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MINOR IN POVERTY, JUSTICE, AND HUMAN CAPABILITIES ( P J H C ) 
The Program in Poverty, Justice, and Human Capabilities (PJHC), which is housed in the Center for the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality, 
provides students with a multifaceted understanding of human well-being, both in the US and internationally. The intcrdiscip inary minor 
emphasizes a "capabilities approach," which considers what people are able to do and be—for example, live to old age and engage in economic an 
political activities—rather than strictly what they have or do not have. 

The PJHC minor combines high-caliber undergraduate courses with internship experiences for students to work in the summer or as part of a study abroad program with agencies that help 
disadvantaged communities and people. Through academic and experiential learning opportunities, students explore a deeper understanding of the structural factors underlying poverty, uman 
well-being, and potential policy solutions. 

Students must meet the following requirements to complete the minor 
in PJHC: 

O 

• Students must complete six courses (18 credit hours) 
• Students must take HUMA/SOCI 280, an approved gender course, and 

an approved capstone course. 
• Students must choose three electives, including one course from the 

PJHC non-Western elective list, one course from the Race and Ethnicity 
elective list, and a third course from a broader list that also includes 
courses from the other lists. A complete list of approved required and 
elective courses may be found at www.rice.edu/pjhc. 

• As part of the minor, students must participate in an approved PJHC ^ 
direct service learning experience. They do not receive academic credit 
for this experience. Students who have declared the minor are eligible to 
participate in the direct service learning experience after successfully 
completing HUMA 280/SC)CI 280, SWGS 322, or SWGS 422 and at 
least one approved elective. Students who wish to pursue an alternative 
service learning experience should consult with the PJHC director for 
other programs explicitly approved for the minor and other options, such 
as study abroad. 

More detailed information and a complete list of the approved elective courses 
may be found at www.rice.edu/pjhc. 

P J H C MINOR 
CORE REQUIRED COURSE 

OFFERED FALL 2011 

• HUMA 28O/SOCI 280: Introduction to 
Poverty, Justice, and Capabilities, 
Emerson 
TR 1:00 pm - 2 : 1 5 pm 
This course provides an introduction to the 
study of poverty, justice, and capabilities. 
The course considers theory and policy 
oriented toward improving human well-
being in the US, Asia, Africa, and other 
countries. Readings address not just 
material deprivations but also gender, racial 
and ethnic disparities, health status, 
education, human rights, and political 
freedoms. 

ELECTIVES OFFERED FALL 2 0 1 0 

NON-WESTERN COURSES 

ENGL 379: Introduction to Third World Literature, Joseph 
MWF 11:00 am - 11:50 am 
A course that primarily surveys fiction, poetry, drama, and film (in English) from postcolonial contexts, especially those of Africa, the Caribbean, and the Indian subcontinent. 
Authors discussed may include Rushdie, Narayan. Roy. Wolcott, Ngugi, Coetzee, and Achebe. 

ENGL 387: Gendered Disaster Narratives and the Rhetoric of Mitigation Plans, Driskill 
MWF 9:00 am - 9:50 am 
A variable topics course that may focus on one or more theorists, on a genre or theme, or on debates within the field of cultural studies. Recent topics have included film, mass 
culture, Marx, and contemporary ethnic studies. Not limited in period, scope, or geography. 

ENGL 397.2: Literature and Human Rights, Rickel 
TR 10:50 am - 12:05 pm 
This course analyzes how the discourse of human rights operates in contemporary literature concerning Africa, the Caribbean, and India. It studies how some literary narratives frame 
occurrences such as genocide, civil war, and apartheid in terms of human rights and how others problematize humanitarian conceptions of socioeconomic and political violence. 

RACE AND ETHNICITY COURSES 

HIST 335: Caribbean History to 1838, Cox 
MWF 10:00 a m - 10:50 am 
Study of Caribbean history from the arrival of the Europeans to the abolition of slavery in the British West Indies in 1838. with emphasis on the social and economic history of the 
region. Includes the question of why slavery and the plantation system both emerged and fell. 

SOCI 301: Social Inequality, Turley 
TR 10:50 am - 12:05 pm 
This course investigates the causes and consequences of social inequality in the U.S., focusing on inequality by class, race, and gender. We will discuss different measures of 
inequality, the extent of inequality, as well as classical and modern theories for why it has been increasing since the 1970s. In addition, we will discuss how much inequality is 
justifiable and which redistributive programs work. 

OTHER ELECTIVES 

ECON 481: Health Economics, llo 
TR 9:25 a m - 1 0 : 4 0 am 

Study of determinants of health, including behavioral, economic and social factors and access to health care. Analysis of the medical care industry, production, cost, demand and 
supply factors. Effects of regulation and methods of payment. 

HEAL 498: Disparities in Health in America: Working Toward Social Justice, Perkins 
T 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Topics vary from semester to semester. 

HIST 241: U.S. Women's History I: Colonial Beginnings to the Civil War 
MWF 1:00 pm - 1:50 pm 

Survey of American women's history examines the lives of elite, working, black, Indian, and white women, and traces changes in women's legal, political, and economic status from 
the mid-17th century through the Civil War. Topics include slavery, suffrage, sexuality, and feminism. 

POLI 437: Education Policy, Marschall 
R 1:00 pm - 3:59 pm 
Examines educational politics and policy from micro and macro perspectives. We will focus on school governance, 
structure, and finance at the federal, state, and local levels and examine the design, implementation and effects of 
various school reform initiatives in U.S., and to a more limited extent in other countries. 

SWGS 101: Intro to Women and Gender, Tyburczy 
TR 10:50 am - 12:05 pm 
An introductory survey of issues in the study of gender, such as women's social, political, and legal status in the US 
and globally; feminist perspectives on sexuality, race, the body, globalization, labor, culture; and the implications of 
these perspectives for social and critical theory. The course also introduces the concept of engaged research and the 
public service components of feminist activity. 

For more information contact: 
Dr. Diana Strassmann, Director or Ms Christine Medina, 
Program Manager Program in Poverty, Justice, and Human 
Capabilities 
C enter for the Study ol Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Humanities 113, MS-9 
pjhc@rice.edu 
713-348-6152 
www.ricc.edu/pjhc ^ • R I C E 

Unconventional Wisdom 

• < 

http://www.rice.edu/pjhc
http://www.rice.edu/pjhc
mailto:pjhc@rice.edu
http://www.ricc.edu/pjhc
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Owls sweep Marshall, shut out against Louisiana 
Team improves to 4-2 in C-USA play, 18 runners left on base against Ragin' Cajuns 

by Ryan Glassman 
THRESHER STAFF 

Even with three or four f reshmen 
regularly in the starting l ineup for 
Head Coach Wayne Graham, things 
are starting to look awfully similar to 
this same time in 2010 for the Rice Owls 
baseball team. Flash back a year ago, 
when Rice (21-11,4-2 C-USA) opened the 
Conference-USA schedule by dropping 
two of three to the Memphis Tigers to 
fall to just 13-12 on the season. The na-
tional media was down on Rice, with 
the pitching struggling a n d the team's 
conference championsh ip streak look-
ing like it would be in jeopardy. 

Now back to the present . The non-
conference slate was an inconsistent 
one for Rice, and after falling in their 
conference opener to University of Cen-
tral Florida (20-9, 2-4 C-USA), the Owls 
stood last week at just 16-11 and out of 
the Baseball America top 25 rankings. 
But it was just this time a year ago that 
the team took off, sweeping their next 
series and finishing the year by going 
27-11 the rest of the way and earning 
a trip to the postseason. And follow-
ing two midweek wins last week. Rice 
hosted Marshall University (10-17,1-5 C-
USA) over the weekend, hoping to repli-
cate their results from a season ago. 

Freshman Austin Kubitza, the regu-
lar Friday night starter for the Owls, 
looked to regain his form in the series 
opener after a strong but not spectacu-
lar start last week against the Knights. 
Behind a strong home crowd, Kubitza 
was back to his form against the Thun-
dering Herd, allowing just three hits 
without a runner getting past second 
base over the first five innings. Already 
u p 1 -o, the Owls broke the game open in 
the fifth inning when a two-run double 
by junior designated hitter Anthony 
Rendon with the bases loaded plated 
two with just one out in the inning. Rice 
added two more in the inning on RBI 
from freshman third baseman Shane 
Hoelscher and junior catcher Craig 
Manuel, taking a 6-0 lead into the later 
innings. With a comfortable cushion, 
Kubitza seemed to only get stronger as 
the game progressed into the later in 
nings. After a routine seventh inning, 
Kubitza struck out the side in his final 
f rame of work, leaving the game after 
allowing four hits and just one walk 
and striking out six in another brilliant 
performance. 

"I was just able to throw my slider 
for strikes," Kubitza said comparing his 
Friday night start with the UCF outing. 
"The fastball was good. 1 struggled a 
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Sophomore reliever Tyler Duffey pitches during Saturday's 9-6 win over Marshall. The Owls swept the 

Thundering Herd to reach 4-2 in conference play, but left 18 runners on base, a record during the Wayne 

Graham era, during a 2-0 loss to Louisiana-Lafayette. Rice faces East Carolina on the road this weekend. 

Five Owls take first place at SFA Alumni Invitational 
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junior Sophie Peeters competes in the 800 meter run during the 

29th Victor Lopez Classic on Mar. 26. Peeters finished 11th in the 

race and finished second in the same event at the SFA Invitational. 

by Natalie Clericuzio 
THRESHER STAFF 

Three mee t s into the season , a n d 
the w o m e n ' s t rack t eam is beg inn ing 
to hit its s t r ide a r d fall back into the 
rhy thm of compet i t ion . With team 
m e m b e r s w h o had s tar ted the s eason 
in jured slowly coming back into ac-
tion (seniors Alex Gibbs and Nicole 
Mericle), t he Owls a re finding their 
way back to full force. 

The team is not only ga in ing 
m e m b e r s back but i l s o is pos t ing 
top pe r fo rmances . At last w e e k e n d ' s 
S tephen F. Austin Alumni Invitational 
held at SFA in Nacogdoches, Texas, 
five Owls won their events, including 
Mericle, competing in her first meet 
back of the spring. Mericle placed first 
in the 5,000-meter run, finishing in 
18:0/4.15, just a mere hundredth of a sec-
ond ahead of f reshman Farah Madanay, 
who placed second at 18:04.16, a per-
sonal best for her. 

Mericle said she was ready to be 
competing again, al though she had had 
limited practice time before the meet. 

"It was really exciting because 1 had 
only done one real workout before this 
meet ," Mericle said. "So I wasn't sure I 
was gong to be able to do. . . . It's great to 
be traveling with the team again." 

While Mericle felt at home in the 5K, 
she knew that she needs to do some ad-
justing in the 1,500-meter run, the other 
event she ran at SFA. 

"It was a very strange experience; 
before I haven't really done very much 
speed work but I kind of took it as a 
chance to pace with some of the other 
girls," Mericle said. "It's going to be a 
process to get back into racing." 

Sophomore Heather Olson took first 

overall in the 1,500, posting a season-
best time of 4:39.39. Rice dominated the 
top of the leaderboard in the 1,500, go-
ing 1-2-3 with Mericle coming in second 
(4:41.56) and f reshman Aaren Pastor 
placing third (4:46.43). 

Another underc lassman found her-
self at the top of the podium over the 
weekend in thrower Sharae Robinson, 
who placed first overall in the discus, 
throwing 159' 8", a mark which may be 
strong enough to qualify for nationals, 
according to Bevan. 

With the recent successes of the 
younger team members, including Pas-
tor, Madanay, Robinson and f reshman 
Lindsay Miller (who won the steeple-
chase at the Victor Lopez Classic two 
weeks ago in her first at tempt at the 
event), the youth of the track and field 
team has begun to assert themselves as 
key members of the squad. Mericle has 
taken notice. 

"They've all been really stepping 
u p these past few weeks," Mericle said. 
"It's great to see because indoor was 
pretty rough for a lot of people. They've 
set PRs early on. 

"And also Lindsay, she did her first 
s teeplechase so I know she's really 
p u m p e d up doing that again. It's really 
exciting to see her doing well." 

Besides Mericle, Olson a n d Sharae 
Robinson, senior Tina Robinson 
(Sharae ' s sister) a n d junior Keltie John 
also won their events . Tina Robinson 
p laced first in the h a m m e r throw at 
160' 9", a h e a d of Sharae ' s 159' 7", 
good enough for second place. John 
won the 800-meter run in 2:16.63, just 
a h e a d of c lassmate Sophie Peeters ' 
second place 2:18.58. 

In the pole vault, senior Ari Ince 
came in second with a height of 12' 7.5" 

and junior Cleona Oliver placed just be-
hind Ince to finish third with a lifetime 
best mark of 12' 7.5" as well. 

Returning from injury, senior Alex 
Gibbs finished fourth in the 100 meters 
hurdles (14.53) just behind Kimberly 
Stanford 's third-place mark of 14.45. 
Also on the track, the women 's 4-by-
400 relay of sophomore Lillian Nwora, 
senior Sarah Agara, junior Maya Kirk 
and senior Sarah Lyons finished second 

in 3:48.93-
To round out Rice's top finishers, 

senior Sarah Agara placed second in 
the triple jump after leading the event 
all the way into the final round, with a 
mark of 39'8". 

On the whole, Bevan seemed im-
pressed with his team's progress. 

"We're get t ing some peop le back, 
see ing good th ings h a p p e n , " Bevan 
sa id . "We're not qui te all back yet bu t 
we ' re mak ing progress . Throwers are 
do ing great , vaul ters , and all field 
event people . We shou ld have [junior] 
Kiri Kendall back pretty soon . . . . That 
w a s exactly the kind of meet we need-
ed - s o m e t h i n g low key and it d idn ' t 
t ake too long." 

This upcoming weekend the team 
will take 15 competitors to the historic 
Texas Relays in Austin. Bevan said he 
thinks it will be a positive experience 
for the newcomers. 

"It's a good experience for those 
w h o h a v e n e v e r b e e n t h e r e , " Be-
v a n s a i d . " I t ' s t h e b e s t m e e t in t h e 
c o u n t r y t h i s w e e k e n d a n d i t ' s o n e 
of t h e t h r e e l a r g e s t m e e t s in t h e 
c o u n t r y a l o n g w i t h t h e P e n n re-
l ays , D r a k e r e l a y s a n d M o u n t SAC 
r e l a y s . I t ' s a g r e a t o p p o r t u n i t y a n d 
p e o p l e f r o m al l ove r t h e c o u n t r y 
c o m e to c o m p e t e . " 
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OWLOOK 
This Week in Sports 

Friday, Apr. 8 
Baseball at East Carolina 
5p.m. — Greenville, N.C. 

Men's and Women's Track and Field at 
Texas Relays 
TBA — Austin, Texas 

Men's Tennis at Tulsa 
5 p.m. — Tulsa, Okla. 

Saturday, Apr. 9 

Baseball at East Carolina 
2p.m. — Greenville, N.C. 

Men's and Women's Track and Field at 
Texas Relays 
TBA — Austin, Texas 

Women's Tennis at SMU 

1:30 p.m. — Dallas, Texas 

Sunday, Apr. 10 
Baseball at East Carolina 

9:30a.m. — Greenville, N.C. 

Men's Tennis at Oklahoma 

11 a.m. — Norman, Okla. 

Tuesday, Apr. 12 
Baseball vs. Texas A&M 
6:3Q p.m. — Reckling Park 

Thursday, Apr. 14 
Women's Track and Field at Mt. SAC Relays 
TBA - Walnut, Calif. 
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Owls get strong efforts across the board at SFA 
Trejo and Hayes run career-best times, field events led by Zinchenko's throws 

by Jonathan Myers 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With just a handful of events left 
in their outdoor track careers, seniors 
Michael Trejo and Connor Hayes wast-
ed no time in continuing to update 
their personal record books at the 
Stephen F. Austin Alumni Invitational 
in Nacogdoches, Texas on Saturday 
After a personal best time in the l.^oo 
meter run at the Texas Southern Uni-
versity Relays of 3:57.02, Trejo dropped 
his time down by nearly three seconds 
at Fletcher Garner Track, winning the 
event with a time of 3:54.05. 

"I am really excited to see my train-
ing and my racing are both going well," 
Trejo said. "I couldn't be too upset with 
the two personal bests I ran at C-USA 
Indoor, but I am looking to medal in 
the 5k and 10k at [Conference USA] 
Outdoor. I can run a comfortable 
14:40, so I am looking to shave at 
least 10 seconds off. However, I'm not 
the type of runner that monitors his 
watch; I gauge off the guys around me 
and drive hard when it counts." 

Head Coach Jon Warren (Jones 
'88) talked about Trejo's recent run 
of success. 

"The race kind of started out slow, 
but it suited Michael just fine," War-
ren said. "He had a great kick at the 
end, and it's races like these that 
show that Michael can be a force at 
the conference meet." 

Trejo's senior counterpart Hayes 
also had success on Saturday, as he ran 
a time of 14.92 seconds in the 110 me-
ter hurdles that gave him fourth place. 
The Brewster, Mass. native's 400 meter 
hurdles time of 53.40 came within five 
hundredths of a second of winning the 
event, and was a career-best, but ju-
niors Lee Johnson and Collin Shurbet 
trailed right behind Hayes to ensure 
that Owls occupied second through 
fourth place in the race. Both Johnson 
and Shurbet had season best times of 
53.48 and 53.85 seconds, respectively. 

Senior Jacob Owolabi ran the 400 me-
ter dash in 48.36 seconds to finish third. 
Warren spoke about Owolabi's perfor-
mances as of late. 

"Jacob's really pieced together some 
of the best meets of his career, lately," 
Warren said. "He's really been an asset, 
especially on the 4x400 team." 

The 800 meter run was also a bright 
spot for Rice, as sophomore Alex Wein-
heimer finished in second place with a 
personal best time of 1:51.53, while ju-
nior Dan Sloat had his usual impressive 
performance of third place, running 
a time of 1:52.96. The longer distance 
events had good results for Rice as 
well, with junior James Llamas ninning 
15:25.89 in the 5,000 meter run to gar-
ner second place, while freshman Wy-
att Doop finished in third in the 3,000 
meter steeplechase. The short distance 
events did not yield as notable results, 
with freshmen Will Beasley and Ben 
Pressley competing in the 100 meter 
and 200 meter dashes, respectively. 

"When [sophomore] Donte [Moore] 
gets back from spring football, we'll be 
looking for him and our other sprinters 
to get us some points," Warren said. 
"We think we can really get the 4x400 
meter relay team down a few seconds if 
we add him." 

The results from the field events 
were nearly as excellent, with junior 
Alex Zinchenko taking fifth in the shot 
put with a throw of 16.98 meters (55', 
8.5") and fifth in the discus after a top 
throw of 45.63 meters (149', 8"). Senior 
Philip Adam took part in the shot put 
this weekend as well with an nth-place 
finish. Senior Ugo Nduaguba jumped 
6.80 meters (22', 3.75") in the long jump 
to place third, find Pressley had a jump 
of 6.77 meters (22', 2.5") to get fifth place. 
Freshman Justin Gross took a step back 
with a jump of 6.66 meters (21', 10.75"), 
which was good enough for sixth place. 
Senior Garrett Stafford vaulted 4.30 
meters (14', 1.25") to finish fifth, with 
redshirt sophomore Clayton Chaney 
vaulting the same height in one more 

/THRESHER 

Senior Garrett Stafford pole vaults for the Owls. Rice is currently at the Clyde 

Uttlesfield Relays in Austin, TX, which started yesterday and ends tomorrow. 

attempt to finish sixth. Sophomore high 
jumpers Ikechi Nnamani and Tyler Wi-
est both jumped 2.00 meters (6', 6.75"), 
with Nnamani finishing in third due to 
him needing fewer attempts to reach 
the height. Adam followed in fifth with 
a jump of 1.95 meters (6', 4.75"). Red-
shirt sophomore Jack Spinks continued 
to work on events in the decathlon, 
throwing the javelin 53.06 meters (174', 
1") to end up in fourth place. 

"Alex was really consistent at the 
16 meter mark last year, and now he's 
holding steady at 17 meters," Warren 
said. "We can look for him to get up to 
17.50 [meters] at the end of this year, 
because he's had some phenomenal 
warmup throws." 

The 4x400 relay squad from Rice 
featured Shurbet, Owolabi, Sloat and 
Hayes and captured third place with a 
time of 3:15.98. The majority of the Owls 
will compete today and tomorrow at the 

tji ST. LUKE'S* Community Emergen^ Centers 
iliiii 

i r 

You chose Rice University because it was the />edi. 

Choose your emergency care the dttme way. 

• Open 24 hours, including holidays 

• Board-certified emergency physicians 

• Hospital emergency trained nurses & technologists 

• Your choice of hospital il admission required 
(based on availability) 

• Many health insurance plans accepted. Most plans 
have an "ER co-pay" requirement for emergency 
visits. Review your insurance plan for details. 

Emergency Care -—•>. 
in your community . , . 24/7/365) 

6363 San Felipe (at Winrock) • Houston, TX 77057 • 713-972-8300 

2727 W. Holcombe Blvd. • Houston, TX 77025 • 832-355-7525 

11713 Shadow Creek Pkwy • Pearland, TX 77584 • 713-793-4600 

Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays, one of 
the biggest events in the state, while 
some throwers and long distance 
runners will race at Trinity Univer-
sity in San Antonio. Trejo will run 
in the Mt. SAC Relays in Walnut, Ca-
lif., one of the premier outdoor track 
events in the country. Trejo talked 
about what qualifying for the event 
meant to him. 

"I'm relieved that I was accept-
ed," Trejo said. "The final entry list 
didn't go up until the week before 
the race. This will be one of the big-
gest races I've run in college, and I'm 
excited to race some guys I don't nor-
mally get a shot at. In terms of prep-
aration, my mileage has dropped, 
and I have been really trying to slow 
myself down on my recovery days. 
I have a few shakeout workouts be-
tween now and then, but the goal is 
to get some spring in the legs." 

w w w . S t L u k e s E m e r g e n c y . c o m 
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little bit with the command, but once 
that was going I felt great today." Ren-
don finished four for four on the night 
with a walk and 5 RBI, pacing the of-
fense in the 9-0 blowout for Rice. 

Senior Abe Gonzales got the start on 
Saturday afternoon, but he was not able 
to match the masterful outing put on 
from Kubitza the night before. Gonzales 
started struggling in the third inning as 
Marshall took a 3-2 lead in the game. 
Gonzales was taken out after the frus-
trating inning in which he was not hit 
particularly hard, but Marshall found 
gaps in the defense. Sophomore reliev-
er Tyler Duffey would come on in relief 

1 and take the game to the sixth inning 
before Marshall tacked on two more 
to go ahead 5-2. The Owls responded 
quickly when Hoelscher's first career 
home run, a clutch three-run shot to left 
field, tied the game at five apiece. The 
Owls were excited, but a run by Mar-
shall in the top of the seventh put Rice 
back on its heels in the late innings. 

Rice fought back in the eighth as ju-
nior center fielder Michael Fuda's lead-
off double got the team off to a good 
start. Marshall walked Rendon, and 
after a sacrifice bunt from Hoelscher, 
it was sophomore right fielder Ryan 
Lewis who was given the free pass to 
load the bases with one out. The walk 
brought up sophomore first baseman 
J.T. Chargois. Chargois drove a double to 
left center that brought in all three runs 
and put Rice up 8-6 late in the game. He 
wouid come around to score on a wild 
pitch, and senior pitcher Tony Cingrani 
worked a routine ninth for the save and 
the 9-6 Rice win. 

Due to the travel plans for the Thun-
dering Herd, the Sunday finale was a 10 
a.m. start. And through two innings it 
looked as if the Owls were still asleep, 
as they did not get a hit and al lowed 
two quick runs on errors to go down 
2-0. The wake up call came courtesy 
of Fuda in the third, who delivered 
the first big hit of the game for the 
Owls, driving in two with a single to 
tie the game. One wild pitch later, 
Chargois came across to give Rice 
the 3-2 lead through three innings . 
Junior starter Matthew Reckling 
appeared to settle down after the 
third inning, as he found a rhythm 
and kept Marshall hitters off guard 
with his curveball . Reckling worked 
six innings, fanning eight while al-
lowing only four hits and two un-
earned runs . Rice took a 4-2 lead 
into the eighth, when Cingrani ran 
into some trouble to start the in-
ning off. After back-to-back singles 
and a balk call, Marshall s ingled up 
the middle with one out to tie the 
game 4-4, before Cingrani c lamped 
down to get the final two outs in 
the inning. Rice could not score in 
the last two innings, and the game 
went into extra f rames . 

Graham brought on sophomore 
pitcher Tyler Spurlin in the 10th, 
and he worked a rout ine inning. Af-
ter Rendon was handed his four th 
walk of the game and seventh of the 
series, it was up to Hoelscher to pro-
tect his designated hitter and make 
Marshall pay for putting the man on 
first. And after his first career home 
run just the day before, Hoelscher 
topped that effort with a double into 
the corner in right field. Rendon 
headed for third and was sent home 
as the potential winning run. The ball 
was bobbled briefly in the corner, and 
Rendon was able to score without a 
play at the plate for the walk-off win 
and the series sweep of Marshall . 
The win put Rice at 21-11 overall 
and 4-2 in the conference, riding a 
5-game win streak into the week. 

"[This win] definitely keeps us 
rolling. We're now 5-0 on the week, 
and we're well on our way to reach-
ing our goal," Hoelscher said af-
ter his first career walk-off hit to 
secure the sweep. "After going 1-2 
against UCF, we really want to just get 
back on track in conference." 

The Owls played the University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette (17-11), on Tues-
day night. Sophomore pitcher Jeremy 
Fant got the start as Graham used the 
bullpen by committee to hold Loui-
siana to only two runs for the ent ire 
game. However, the un fo r tuna te 
storyline of the night for Rice was 
an inept offense with runner s on 
base, as the team s t randed a Rice 
all-time record 18 runners in the 
game and did not score, fall ing 2-0 
to Louisiana and dropping to 21-12 
on the season. 

The Owls take to the road for 
the first time in conference play 
this year, as the first of three games 
with East Carolina University (21-8, 
3-3 C-USA) takes place this evening. 

n 
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Men fall to Texas in Austin for second time this year 
Seventh-ranked Longhorns dispatch Owls 6-1, Rice heads to Oklahoma for two matches 

by Dan EUedge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Owls traveled back to Austin 
on Saturday to get revenge against the 
seventh-ranked University of Texas af-
ter they were beaten 4-0 in Austin on 
Jan. 30 as part of the ITA National Team 
Indoors Championship. Rice could not 
get their payback as they were trampled 
by the Longhorns, 6-1. 

T U L S A 

WHEN 
Today, 5 p.m. 

WHERE 
Tulsa, Okla. 

HISTORY 
The last time the Owls and the 
Golden Hurricane squared off 
was at last year's final match 
of the C-USA Championship, 
which Rice won 4-3. Tulsa is 
undefeated in five matches 
against conference oppo-
nents, but has dropped two 
straight contests. 

The Owls nearly stole the doubles 
point to take an early 1-0 lead in this 
match but Texas fended them off by 
taking two of three matches. Sopho-
more Peter Frank and junior Sam Gar 
forth-Bles upset the 30th-ranked dou-
bles team in the nation in Texas' Kellen 
Damico and David Holliner, 8-4. Rice 
could not take advantage as the dou-
bles teams of sophomore Harry Fowler 

and senior Oscar Podlewski along with 
junior Michael Nuesslein and sopho-
more Jonathan Chang fell by scores of 
8-4 and 8-3, respectively. As a result, 
the Longhorns were in early charge of 
the match and took the momentum to 
singles play. 

In singles, the matches went by 
quickly as none went past the second 
set. The Owls were doomed after the 
Longhorns won five of the first six sets. 
With junior Isamu Tachibana sidelined 
with a broken wrist for the rest of the 
season, Rice has yet to find a suitable 
replacement for him, as he went 8-1 
this year, good for the best winning 
percentage on the team. In Tachiba-
na's place, junior Andy Wang was de-
feated 6-1, 6-2 by Texas' Daniel White-
head, brother of Rice senior golfer 
Michael Whitehead. The Longhorns 
continued the rout with wins by the 
90th-ranked player Jean Andersen, 
the 28th-ranked player Ed Corrie, and 
then-59th-ranked player in Damico. 
The lone point of the day for the Owls 
came from Podlewski who recorded a 
very solid win against Texas sopho-
more Bob Chen, 6-2 6-3. Otherwise, it 
was a rough day on the courts as, in 
addition to Wang, Fowler, Frank, Gar-
forth. Bles, Nuesslein all dropped their 
respective matches. 

Going into the match, Podlewski 
felt that Rice could match up with the 
Longhorns, but he admitted that he felt 
Texas brought out their best effort on 
Saturday and that it was too much for 
the Owls to overcome. 

"I thought that going into the 
match we matched up pretty well 
against them, but the UT players came 
out to play especially in singles and it 
was hard for our players as we did not 
play up to our possible potential," Po-
dlewski said. 

' Two golfers finish 
, in top 20 in Miss. 

by Paul Fitzgerald 
THRESHER STAFF 

After a late charge up the leader-
board at the 60th Border Olympics on 
Mar. 25 26, the golf team looked to do the 
same at the Bancorp South Intercolle-
giate hosted by the University of Missis 
sippi in Madison, Miss. Instead, Mother 
Nature intervened, shortening the tour 
nament to 36 holes and leaving the Owls 
in 13th place after the two rounds. 

0 
IN FOCUS: 

GOLF 
Low SCORERS ON TEAM 

With the regular season 
nearly over, it's time to take 
a look at which golfers had 
the lowest average round. 

1. Michael Whitehead 70.91 

2. Jeff Wibawa 73.63 

3. Chris Contreras 76.12 

A. Robert Burrow 76.38 

5. Brock Wilson 76.97 

6. Tim Pawul 77.00 

7. Erik Mayer 77.23 

Coming off their best performance 
of the season, a fourth place finish 
against a deep field at the Border Olym-
pics, Rice hoped to duplicate their per-
formance in a field featuring two top-40 
teams in addition to three Southeastern 
Conference schools. 

Senior Michael Whitehead, as he has 
for the entire season, led Rice in the first 
round, shooting a 69 which left him in 
a tie for third place overall. Freshmen 
Chris Contreras and Jeff Wibawa also 

provided solid scores for the Owls, fir-
ing scores of 74 and 72, respectively. 
Sophomore Brock Wilson shot 79, 
giving the team a cumulative score of 
294. While their score left them in 10th 
place, Rice was only three strokes out 
of fifth place. 

As of late, the Owls have been 
able to play their best golf in the lat-
ter rounds of tournaments . That trend 
did not bear itself out at the Bancorp, 
as the team could not capitalize on 
Contreras' even-par 72. Whitehead 
reminded spectators that he's still 
human , posting a 77, snapping a five-
round streak of scoring in the bos. 
Wibawa finished with a 76, while 
junior Erik Mayer shot 80, giving the 
Owls a second-round score of 305. 
Head Coach Drew Scott (Wiess '98) 
cited the lack of production from the 
bottom of the l ineup as the reason for 
the poor score. 

"In the first round, we had to count 
a 79, and the second round was basically 
the same thing [having to count an 80]," 
Scott said. "The production from the 
backside just wasn't that strong." 

While the Bancorp was scheduled 
for 54 holes, a weather delay midway 
through play on Monday afternoon 
forced tournament organizers to change 
the event to 36 holes. While the change 
prevented Rice from making a move up 
the leaderboard, Scott refused to use it 
as an excuse. 

"We didn't have the play in any rain 
throughout the event, and it was the 
first time all year we've had any sort of 
delay," Scott said. "The delay wasn't re-
ally an unfair advantage to any team, so 
it just wasn't a very good week for us." 

With their regular season slate of 
tournaments now behind them, the 
Owls will look to rest this coming week-
end before traveling to Texarkana, Ark. 
for the Conference USA Championship, 
starting April 24. While Rice entered 

O s e e GOLF, page 18 

NICK INGHAM/THRESHER 

Junior Christian Saravia returns a serve from Texas A&M's Colin Hoover during their fourth-seeded singles match 

on Mar. 30. The Aggies prevailed 6-1, but the Owls will look to grab their 14th win this afternoon against Tulsa. 

The Owls are now 13-6 and are 
ranked 39th in the country as they take 
a swing into Oklahoma this week as 
they play against their conference rivals 
the University of Tulsa (14-6) and at the 
26th-ranked University of Oklahoma 
(11-4) in Norman, Okla. The Sooners 
took out the Golden Hurricane, 4-3, 
on Mar. 29 in Norman This is the first 
time the Owls have played Tulsa since 
their battle in the Conference USA 
tournament final, where Rice won in a 
4-3 thriller to both win the conference 
championship and clinch an automatic 
berth in the NCAA tournament. 

Once again, Podlewski expects to see 
the 35th-ranked Golden Hurricane in the 

conference tournament and that is why 
he sees this match and the OU match as 
very crucial in terms of where the Owls 
stand right now and what they need to 
do before postseason play begins. 

"A win in this match would be very 
important as it would give us momen-
tum going into the C-USA tournament," 
Podlewski said, "This match is a mea-
suring stick as it will reflect how good 
our team really is." 

After playing Texas and Texas A&M 
University in the past week, Podlewski 
believes that the team has no excuses 
now, as they have played some of the 
best teams in the country. He feels that 
the Owls have to go out there and exe-

cute on the court to show they are better 
than their ranking of 37. 

"If we lose matches, both as a team 
and individually, there are no more 
excuses," Podlewski said, "We are not 
losing matches because we are not pre-
pared. We are losing matches because 
we are being outperformed on the court. 
It is as simple as that." 

For this weekend of action, Podlews-
ki sees this as an opportunity to help add 
to their NCAA resume if they could pull 
off these upsets on the road. 

"If we could win these matches, it 
would help us potentially get back in the 
top 25 if we could beat both Tulsa and 
Oklahoma on road," Podlewski said. 
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King Kemba 
holds court 

T h e Univers i ty of C o n n e c t i c u t b a s k e t b a l l t e a m c e l e b r a t e s w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l 

c h a m p i o n s h i p t r o p h y a f t e r i ts 53-41 d e f e a t of But le r Univers i ty o n M o n d a y 

n i g h t a t Re l ian t S t a d i u m in f r o n t of t h e l a rges t c r o w d in NCAA his tory , 70 ,376 . 

If you didn't get to go to the NCAA Men's Basketball championship 

game to get on TV, your next opportunity for your one second of 

televised fame is next Tuesday's baseball game against A&M. 

S3 GOLF 
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the conference championship last year 
with a reasonable chance of qualifying 
for an at-large berth, this year they trav-
el to Texarkana Country Club needing 
to grab C-USA's automatic berth to the 
NCAA Regionals. 

While the team will obviously de-
pend on Whitehead's strong play, low 
rounds from freshman Contreras and 
Wibawa will be crucial if the Owls have 
dreams of continuing their season. Con-

treras ' 17th place finish at Bancorp is 
an encouraging sign for the team. The 
increased playing t ime the f r e shman 
has had recently factored into his im-
proved per formance . 

"He 's get t ing more a n d more com-
for table e a c h week , " Scott sa id . "His 
responsibi l i ty isn't just to be on t h e 
t eam, a n d we expect con t r i bu t i ons 
out of h im . " 

While the whole l ineup will need 

to produce, it is still clear that White-
head sets the tempo for the team. This 
year the Sugar Land native has received 
back-to-back C-USA Golfer of the Week 
awards, as well as the National Player of 
the Week from Golfweek. Whitehead 's 
stellar season, which has featured eight 
top-io finishes, h a s def ini te ly e a r n e d 
the respect of his t e a m m a t e s . 

"I t ' s Whi tey ' s wor ld , a n d we ' re all 
jus t l iving in i t ," Cont re ras sa id . 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT 

New Courses - Fall Semester 2011 

Hist 127 RELIGION AND RACE IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

MW 1:00 P M - 2 : 3 0 PM 
Ben Wright , G r a d u a t e I n s t r u c t o r 

Hist 186 HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE 

JEWISH CIVILIZATION FROM ITS O R I G I N S T O THE PRESENT 

MWF 11:00 A M - 1 1 : 5 0 AM 
Shi ra Lander, Lecturer 

Hist 275 JEWS, CHRISTIANS A N D MUSLIMS 

MWF 2:00 P M - 2 : 5 0 PM 
Maya Soifer Irish, Assistant Prof, and Paula Sanders, Professor 

Hist 385 AFRICA A N D THE OIL INDUSTRY 

TH 2:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
Kairn Klieman, Associate Professor & HRC Faculty Fellow 

Hist 397 E C O N O M I C HISTORY IN THE AMERICAS 

TTH 2:30 PM - 3:50 PM 
M o r a m a y Lopez Alonso, Assistant Professor 

Hist 429 RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE & IDENTITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

W 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
U s s a m a Makdisi, Professor 

Hist 457 FOUR M O D E R N REVOLUTIONS: 1776,1789,1917,1989 
T 2:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

Pe te r C. Caldwell , Professor 

Course descriptions available at <courses.rice.edu/admweb/swkscat.main>. 
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Overdrive U C o n n fresh*"311 Shabazz Napier soars above Kentucky 

on Saturday during the Huskies' 56-55 semifinal w in . 

Q WOMEN'S TENNIS 

Owls dominate 
Southern Miss 

With the i r t ime a s m e m b e r s of 
t h e w o m e n ' s t e n n i s t e a m d rawing 
to a c lose , s e n i o r s Rebekka Hanle 
a n d Jess ica Jackson clearly took 
a d v a n t a g e of the i r l as t match 
a g a i n s t t h e Universi ty of S o u t h e r n 
Miss i s s ipp i (7-11), a s t h e y com-
b ined for two d o u b l e s and two 
s i n g l e s v ic tor ies in t h e Owls 6-1 
win over t h e Golden Eagles . 

S a t u r d a y ' s match s t a r t e d off 
with th ree s t raight wins in the 
doub l e s matches , a reliable harbin-
ger for the team this year when it 
c o m e s to the final ou tcome of the 
match. Hanle and junior Ana Guz-
man had little t rouble in their first-
s e e d e d match, winning 8-4 over 
Southern Miss' Vronie van Berlo 
and Alex Bradley, while junior Alex 
Rasch and f r e shman Dominique 
Harmath won their contes t 8-4 a s 
well, while Jackson and f r e s h m a n 
Kim Anicete won 8 -6 . 

As t h e Owls s t a r t e d s ing l e s 
play up 1-0, Harmath and Hanle 
wen t back to work, each f inish-

ing off the i r o p p o n e n t s in two 
s e t s . Rasch c l inched t h e Owls ' 
11th win on t h e yea r with her 
d o m i n a n t 6-1, 6-2 victory over t h e 
Golden Eagles ' Zoe Lee. S o u t h -
ern Miss ' only po in t c a m e in t h e 
No. 6 - s e e d e d ma tch a s S h a n n o n 
Rogers d e f e a t e d f r e s h m a n Leah 
Fried in t h r e e s e t s . With the i r 
t h i rd - s t r a igh t victory in h a n d , 

Rice will t a k e on No. 37 S o u t h e r n 
M e t h o d i s t Universi ty (14-4) tomor-
row at Jake Hess Tennis S t a d i u m . 
The M u s t a n g s a re o w n e r s of a 
two-match winn ing s t r e a k , and 
a re t h e s e c o n d - h i g h e s t r anked 
t e a m in Confe rence USA, a f t e r No. 
22 University of Tulsa (18-2). After 
t o m o r r o w ' s d a t e with t h e Pon ies , 
No. 61 Rice will have five d a y s off 
b e f o r e the i r f inal r e g u l a r - s e a s o n 
match a g a i n s t t h e u n r a n k e d Uni-
vers i ty of Louisville (11-8), and the 
C-USA C h a m p i o n s h i p will begin in 
Or lando , Fla. on Apr. 21. Currently, 
t h e Golden Hurr icane , SMU, and 
No. 51 Marshal l Universi ty (14-5) 
a re t h e t h r e e c o n f e r e n c e f o e s t h a t 
rank h ighe r t h a n Rice. 

— Jonathan Myers 

Interested in L,aw? 

r ' 

SpRICE 
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C O N T I N U I N G 
S T U D I ES 

Rice University's 
Paralegal (Certificate 
Program 

|oin us for an infoi mation session 
on JuK 20 .11 (>:()() p.m. 
Classes begin August 22, 201 1 

C o n n e d lo a virtual information 
session on \ugust SO at (>:<)0 p.m. 
( lasses begin ()ctobei 10, 201 I 

I lit' put.1leg.1l p r o f e s s i o n is p r o j e c t e d 

to g r o w 2 8 p n r e t u t h r o u g h 20 IN. 

V , V IhtiivtH nf ijihm Stutislin 

Register early for tuition discounts. 

MORE INFORMATION AT 
paralegal.rice.edu 
OR CALL 7 1 3 - 3 4 8 - 4 8 0 3 
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Singing sphincters 

Cougar High, a new musical 
writ ten by Shepherd stu-
dent Keith Allegretti, has 
an already h u m o r o u s syn-
opsis that requires no adul-
terat ion. Reggie, the cap-
tain of the footbal l team at 
Cougar High, ha s lost con-
trol of his body func t ions . 
He faces embar ra s smen t , 
shame, loss of f r iends and 
exclusion from his peers as 
he tries to cope with fecal 
incont inence and explosive 
diarrhea. His gir lfr iend, 
Christy, d u m p s him, and as 
if that isn't enough , the evil 
history teacher Mr. Cuckle 
plots against h im. It 's up 
to Reggie to f igure out how 
he can fit in again at Cou-
gar High and how to get 
Christy back. Performances 
are tonight , tomorrow and 
Sunday at 8 p.m. in the Mc-
Murtry College commons 
and admiss ion is $5. 

Student-written play 
minus poop 

Martel College Theater 
presents the premiere of 
somewhere never travelled, 
a new play by Martel soph-
omore Maggie Sulc. Per-
formances are tonight and 
tomorrow at 8 p.m., as well 
as April 14,15 and 16 also at 
8 p.m. in the Martel College 
commons. Tickets are $3 for 
s tudents , $5 for faculty and 
$8 for everyone else. For 
those under-apprec ia tors 
of art , a college theater 
product ion might really be 
somewhere never traveled. 

Pretty gritty 

Do you have a thing for 
vengeful little girls in 
braids? Tonight is your 
lucky night because RPC 
will be showing the Coen 
Brothers' acclaimed re-
make of the film True Grit 
in Farnsworth Pavilion at 
11 p.m. Refreshments 
will be avai lable start ing 
at 10:30 p.m. Let's hope 
that they are serving true 
cheese grits. 

Egypt, pre-revolution 

There are still two more 
er formances of Wiess Ta-
letop's Aida, a musical by 

Elton John and Tim Rice. It 
is Egypt versus Nubia with 
sexual tension and musical 
divas. There will be perfor-
mances tonight and tomor-
row at 8 p.m. in the Wiess 
College commons . Tickets 
are $5 for s tuden ts , $7 for 
faculty and staff and $10 
for everyone else. If any-
thing, at least come to see 
the orchestra! 

What was the smartest 
insect in elementary 
school? 1 

The spelling bee! It's still 
buzzing; The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling 
Bee f inal performances are 
tonight and tomorrow at 8 
p.m. in Hamman Hall. Tick-
ets are $5 for s tudents , $8 
for faculty and staff and 
$10 for the general public. 

WEDNESDAY « 

A picture is worth one 
thousand words 

If tha t is true, then this 
event might take a while. 
The Rice Gallery is host ing 
Words & Art, a fun read-
ing of poetry, prose-, and 
plays written in response 
to the gallery's current in-
stal lat ion. There will be 
door prizes and refresh-
ments , but don' t be sur-
prised if you just win an 
iPod's shadow or they only 
have cookie jars filled with 
shadows. The event s tar ts 
at 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY 9 | THURSDAY 1 ^ 

This event will not be 
held at U of H 

KTRU will be presenting its 
20th Annual Outdoor Show 
today at 1 p.m. Eleven dif-
ferent bands will be per-
forming all day long. There 
will be two stages set up, 
one in the Central Quad and 
the other in the RMC Grand 
Hall. Refreshments are pro-
vided by St. Arnold's Brew-
ery and Fusion Taco and 
Eatsie Boys food trucks will 
be on the premises. Word 
has been spreading a round 
that this is the last year of 
an outdoor show, and next 
year the performances will 
only be broadcast online. 

You wish you were in 
Animal House 

Tonight is Brown College's 
annual Bacchanalia. This 
year 's theme is Lady Toga: 
Bad Romanz. Meat togas 
come out at 10 p.m. 

SUNDAY 

It's starting again 

Does it seem like summer 
is over before it began? 
Don't forget to register for 
fall semester classes today, 
except for seniors, who 
are slowly being shoved 
into the real world. If you 
can't decide what class 
you should take, here are 
some recommendat ions 
from yours truly: LPAP 342: 
Advanced Sleeping, CHBE 
783: How to Make Your 
Brain Slowly Explode and 
RAPS 103: Gettin' Crunk. 

Gallery composers, 
reprise 

There will be another 
chance to hear a perfor-
mance of a piece composed 
and performed by Rice stu-
dents and inspired by Rice 
Gallery's current installa-
tion, Mary Temple's North-
west Corner, Southeast 
Light. It will take place in 
the gallery at 3 p.m. today. 
I heard that during the last 
performance the musicians 
rocked it so hard that the 
shadows danced. 

Art's start 

Mary Temple's Northwest 
Corner, Southeast Light has 
taken over art ists ' minds 
and been the inspirat ion 
for countless other stuff 
recently. It has inspired 
other art and music and 
words, apparently. So i t 's 
really inspirational, we get 
it. Tonight we will finally 
have the oppor tuni ty to see 
the inspirat ion behind the 
inspirat ion. Robin Clark 
will be at Herring Hall 100 
at 7 p.m. to discuss her ex-
hibition at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art San Di-
ego, Phenomenal: Califor-
nia Light, Space, Surface, 
which includes art ists who 
have had significant influ-
ence on Mary Temple's in-
stal lat ions. The talk will 
be preceded by a reception 
with lots of cubed cheese. 

Big art comes in small 
packages 

In case you aren't all art-
ed out yet, the Matchbox 
Gallery will have an open-
ing tonight from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. It features a new in-
stallat ion by Rice a lumna 
Betsy Huete, enti t led I'm 
Taking You With Me All The 
Way Home. The art is com-
prised of stuffed animals , 
children's toys, lint and 
hair. We recommend that 
those with allergies not at-
tend this instal lat ion, as 
you might sneeze away part 
of the artwork. Refresh-
ments will be provided and 
music will be playing. 

I've got dance in my 
pants 

Rice Dance Theatre will be 
holding four per formances 
of their show More than 
Movement, s tart ing tonight 
at 8 p.m. in the Recreation 
Center Dance Theater. 
RUPD will be on hand to 
make sure that these danc-
ers don't go overboard and 
do too much more than 
movement . There will also 
be performances tomorrow 
at 8 p.m. and Saturday at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Rice stu-
dents can get a ticket for $4 
tonight, or $5 for Friday's 
or Saturday 's performanc-
es. General admission is $7. 

HOW TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS 

The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions are printed on a space-available basis. 

Submission methods 
foe 713.348.5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rlce.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar Editor 

Thresher, MS-524 

MAD LIB: COURSE EVALUATION 

Instructions: Without looking at the bottom portion, fill in the 
words below that match the correct part of speech or type. 
Then fill in the corresponding words in the mad lib at the bot-
tom and read with pleasure! 

1. Three digit number 
2. Your Mend's major 
3. Adjective 
4. Adjective 
5. Animal 
6. Location 
7. Animal 
8. Number 
9. Major historical event. 
10. Plural noun 
11. Planet 
12. Machine 
13. Bodily Function, gerund form. 
14. Famous person. 
15. Another famous person. 
16. Another famous person. 
17. Noun 
18. Country. 
19. Verb, past tense. 
20. Noun 
21. Color 
22. Animal 
23. Body part 
24. Food 
25. Body part 
26. Verb 

Course Evaluation for MDLB 1. 

for Non-Majors 

This course was somewhat 3. . The professor 

was always 4. and knew the material like a(n) 

5. knows 6. . It was difficult to pay at-

tention to the professor becuase his voice sounded like a dying 

7. . There were 8. essay(s) during the se-

mester, and I thought that the paper on 9. was the 

most difficult. I couldn't figure out how many 10. 

came from 11. or what year the 12. was 

outlawed. I ended up failing the class because I missed the 

test when I was stuck in my room 13. all day. 

There were a number of guest speakers during the course, 

including 14. and 15. . My favorite by 

far was 16. . He/She spoke about the use of the 

17. in 18. 's society. When he/she 

spoke, every student in the class 19. . 

The lab component of the course was time consuming. 

I spent three hours trying to get the 20. to turn 

21. . Dissecting the 22. was also diffi-

cult because I never found the 23. . 

The classroom atmosphere was quite uncomfortable. I sat 

in front of a student who always smelled like 24. . 

Also, the person next to me always hit me with their 

25 . . I would tell someone who wanted to take this 

class that he or she should only take the class if he wants to 

26 . himself. 

This mad lib was written by Devin Glick. 

r 
teach for test masters 

I Dynamic and Energetic Teachers wanted. Pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. 
1 We provide all training. Email your resume to rice-jobs@testniasters.com. 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rlce.edu
mailto:rice-jobs@testniasters.com
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Welcome, prospepective students and families 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to our beautiful campus. I would also like to congratulate you on your 

acceptance into Rice University. Pardon my French, but all of you worked damn hard to get here and with our rigor-
ous standards and competitive admissions, I know you are some of the nation's most dedicated and deserving stu-
dents. Furthermore, many of you have offers from other respected schools that, like Rice, exceed in academics and 
will challenge you. As you consider what school you shall attend I want you to consider a few points about Rice. 

The College System. As all of you know, Rice is divided into residential colleges, which provide students 
with a sense of community, and free booze. These colleges are similar to fraternities and sororities, without the na-
ked paddling and roofies, where everyone is welcome. Also, it allows for all students to play college bingo, a game 
in wich students try to hook up with another student from each college. 

Student Body. We have a diverse student body composed of students from all 50 states (and all 22 prov-
inces of China) where you are sure to find new and different viewpoints. More importantly, with 79 percent of Rice's 
student body marrying each other you are also likely to find the one. Since Rice students are renowed throughout 
Texas, and indeed the country, for their attractive looks, this should come as welcome news. 

NOD. Named one of Playboy's best. If you leave this near-naked party without getting laid, it's because 
you didn't want to. 

0-Week. Yeah, you have to sit through ice breakers and diversity stuff, but doing things that the kid inside 
of you has wanted to do since third grade and learning how to properly insult your fellow classmates' colleges 
makes it all worthwhile. 

Baker 13. While many colleges have simple streaking, 
Baker 13 is different. Instead of just flaunting your junk like Pee 
Wee Herman at an elementary school, you aggressively attack 
buildings, your fellow students and Fondren windows armed 
only with your body and shaving cream. 

Beer Bike. A huge balloon fight where sobriety is optional. 
Enough said. 

Houston. There are many people who respect Rice, but con-
sider Houston an absolute shithole. Perhaps not the taint of 
our nation, like El Paso, but more like the ballsack. Yet, these 
people are poorly informed and mistaken. Let them have their 
morality and zoning codes but we will be the ones laughing as 
others freeze their asses off in November while we enjoy beau-
tiful weather. 

Academics, etc. We are good at this stuff. 
There are numerous schools where you can get a great edu-

cation, but there are none out there that you can do it while 
having quite as much fun as Rice. At Rice our students know 
how to have a good time in innovative and creative ways. And 
if you are not down with banging fellow classmates like a 
screen door in a hurricane and getting shitfaced that's cool. 
Rice culture is about being able to have fun with almost any 
situation even if that involves laughing at ourselves or being 
ridiculously goofy. You can do that sober. 

We are a school that prides itself on being unique, on being 
unconventional. A school where students fight each other with 
condiments, a school where students play drinking games in 
class. A school like no other. If you want to come to Rice be-
cause you think it's the Harvard of the South, then go to fuck-
ing Harvard. Come to Rice because it's Rice. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. David W Leebron 
Rice University President 

Students supporting Rice Athletics. 
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The new Duncan College rooms are some of the 
nicest in the country. They feature colorful walls, 

luxurious bathrooms and hard-wood floors. 
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Four graduating girls from the 2009-10 
Marching Owl Band. 
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David Leebron is the seventh president of William Marsh Rice University. He became president on April 20, 2004 after departing as dean of Columbia University School of Law. 
The Thresher is a student run organization founded in 1916 and is printed by Mirror Publishing; also the Backpage is satire and is written by A'ex Weinheimer, Anthony Lauriello, and Zach Casias. 

CLASSIFIEDS @ rice.edu 
WANTED 
GREAT PART-TIME POSITION f o r s t u -

dent! 6-9 hours weekly - $i2/hr. 
Childcare/ homework help needed 
after school, Monday and Friday 
from 3:25 pm to 6 pm for 12 year old 
boy, 6th grade. Our home is walking 
distance from Rice, however a car is 
a plus. Male or Female, with refer-
ences. Helen M. Schilling, MD; 281-
586-0542. Email: helenmschilling@ 
hotmail.com. 

EVENING/WEEKEND JOBS AVAILABLE 

for highly competitive, reliable, & 
energetic s tudents with exceptional 
communicat ion skills. Join our team 
of 15-20 Rice students talking with 
alumni about the Rice Annual Fund. 
$9/hr plus bonuses! Flexible sched-
ules, fun group atmosphere. Training 
and great snacks provided! Contact 
713-348-3287, Telefund@Rice.edu. 

D o YOUR LETTERS a n d n u m b e r s h a v e 

colors? You might have synesthesia. 
Baylor College of Medicine is recruit-
ing synethetes for a neuroimaging 
study. Contact Steffie for information 
(s tomson@cpu.bcm.edu, 7'3"798-

6224). You will be compensated for 
your time. 

SUCCESSFUL RICE ALUMNI e n t r e p r e -

neur seeking creative Rice students 
for summer projects. I have two 
internet-related companies, and I'm 
seeking students to help me with 
special projects during the summer. 
Work will take place at our Southwest 
Houston office. I'm flexible and will-
ing to accommodate special needs. If 
you have done something special re-
garding Internet, web sites, or social 
media, please describe. Computer 
programming or graphic design is 
helpful, but not required. If you are 
self motivated, creative and a go-
getter please send resume to: Re-
sumes@AffordableTours.com 

FAMILY ASSISTANT - $ i 5 / h o u r ; 15 t o 

20 hours/week for childcare, errands, 
and driving children. Flexible hours/ 
days with focus on afternoons and 
evenings. Live in West University. 
Email - jimdonnell@comcast.net or 
call 713.665.0207 

A RICE INSTRUCTOR i s l o o k i n g f o r a 

babysitter for a 15 month old toddler 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

3:30 to 6:30 pm, and potentially a few 
more hours per week. Please email 
esr@rice.edu. 

TOTAL BODY MAGAZINE i s h i r i n g S A L E S 

Rock Staff 40K to 80K + bonuss. Don't 
call unless you're the best and can 
prove it. (281)256-0451. Monday or 
Friday from 10am to n a m . 

HOUSING 
Two BEDROOM ONE bath apartment 
with a private balcony available now 
at 1301 Richmond Ave. The unit has 
central a /h , hardwood floors in the 
living/dining room and carpet in the 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classified advertise-
ments. The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any reason. 
Additionally, the Thresher does not take 
responsibility for the factual content of any 
ad. Printing an advertisement does not con-
stitute an endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication. 

Cathleen Chang, Molly Slattery 
Advertising Managers 

713-348-3967 
thresher ads@rice.edu 

bedrooms. There are lots of kitchen 
cabinets and a dishwasher. Two 
walk-in closets, track lights and built 
in bookshelves. There is on site laun-
dry, reserved off street parking in a 
gated lot and a pool. Cats okay with 
an extra deposit, but no dogs please. 
$850. Call Diane Monday to Friday 
from 9am to 5:30 pm. at 713 524 3344. 
Andover. Ask about our graduate stu-
dent special. 

UPSTAIRS ONE BEDROOM a p a r t m e n t 

with a dishwasher available early 
April in a small owner managed 
building at 1414 Castle Court. Hard 
wood floors in living/dining, central 

CLASSIFIEDS 
1 - 3 5 words 
3 6 - 7 0 words 
7 0 - 1 0 5 words 

$15 
$30 
$45 

Cash, check or credit card payment must 
a c c o m p a n y your c l a s s i f i e d a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 5 p.m. 
on the Monday prior to publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713-348-3974 
Fax 713-348-5238 

A/H, reserved off street parking and 
onsite laundry. Cats allowed with 
extra deposit, but no dogs please. 
$725.00 with lease/deposit. Call Di-
ane Mon to Fri from 9am to 5pm to 
view the unit.713 524 3344. Andover. 
Ask about our graduate special. 

OTHER 
"FOR ONE STOP "kitchen, bath reno-
vations / Home Additions contact 
archiCON Construction, managed by 
RSA alumni, in business since 1983 
email archicon183@yahoo.com; 281 
748-0474 (mobile) 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Annual subscription rates: 
$60/year domestic 
$125/year international via First Class Mail 

Non subscription rate: 
First copy free 
Second copy $5 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Subscriptions 

P.O.Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713 348-3967 
Fax713 348 5238 
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