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Belated Lunar New Year Students dance in a Korean fan dance as part of the Lunar New Year celebration put on 

by all of Rice's East Asian student association. Other acts included both more traditional 

dances, such as dragon and lion dances, and modern dance forms. 

Rice to switch to Gmail as email provider 
BY HALLIE JORDAN 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Following the lead of 500 other 
universities throughout the country, 
Rice will soon start using Gmail as the 
campus email provider for students. 

The switch to Gmail has been 
an ongoing project for the past two 
years, Manager of IT Technical Com-
munications Carlyn Chatfield said. 

"We monitor what our students 
are asking for, what other insti-
tutions are doing, and we watch 
what 's going on in the electronic 
world," Chatfield said. 

June 30th is the targeted date to 
make the switch. However, IT is unsure 
if everything will be ready by this time. 

Director for Systems, Infrastruc-
ture and Architecture Barry Rib-
beck said that the campus will not 
only be getting a new mail system 
but the whole Google suite of tools 
including documents, reader and 
video among others. 

"We really feel it is going to pro-
vide the next generation of collab-
orative tools," Ribbeck said. "And, 
the students are already familiar 
with most of them." 

The switch should be a smooth 
transition, with each person getting 10 
gigabytes of email space, Ribbeck said. 

In a few months IT will choose stu-
dents to test drive the new service for 
two weeks. If anyone is interested in 
participating they can contact IT. 

Once the service is implemented, 
emails in webmail will automatically 
migrate to the new service. 

Furthermore, when students 
graduate they will be able to keep 
their Rice email account forever in-
stead of it disappearing upon grad-
uation, Chatfield said. 

Students will be able to login to 
Gmail using their NetID and pass-
word. The site will have the Rice 
logo in place of the Gmail one. 

Rice had not switched over to 
Gmail earlier because less than 10 per-
cent of students had been forwarding 
their mail to Gmail, Ribbeck said. 

"We don't want to get in the way of 
teaching and learning so we don't want 
to be on the bleeding edge but also not 

the tail end," Ribbeck said. 
Faculty and staff will not have 

their email switched to Gmail and 
will continue to use the Rice web-
mail service, Chatfield said. 

Reasons for this hesitation include 
Rice having no control over support 
for Gmail. Google's data centers are 
hosted in a number of different coun-
tries worldwide. There is also a concern 
that Rice will no longer have control of 
whether Gmail service is down or not. 

In the last year, Gmail was down 
a total of 156 hours, whereas Rice's 
mail system was down zero hours, 
Chatfield said. 

Rice will be signing a four-year 
contract with Google and will not 
have to pay for the service. 

New dean of 
engineering 
is MIT prof 

BY BROOKE BULLOCK 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Rice plans to continue supporting 
higher research and entrepreneurship 
in the engineering department with 
Ned Thomas as the new dean of the 
George R. Brown School of Engineer-
ing, President David Leebron said. 

After a search initiated last August, 
Provost George McLendon announced 
on March 17 that Thomas, chair of the 
Department of Materials Science and 
Engineering at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, will take over for 
Interim Dean Sidney Burrus on July 1. 

Dean of Natural Sciences Dan Car-
son said that Thomas's depth of expe-
rience and wisdom for looking at all 
branches of the academic enterprise 
were qualities that stood out to the 
search committee as a good fit for Rice. 

"He's chair of the top-ranked de-
partment at the top-ranked engineering 
department in the world," McLendon 
said. "He's a collaborative guy, a good 
student mentor for students... very we'i 
respected outside of his department — 
those were some of the features that 
were particularly attractive for a leader 
of research and education." 

Ned Thomas 

A see NEW DEAN, page 9 

Students raise funds for Japan disaster relief 
BY RUBY GEE 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

In response to the recent devasta-
tion in Japan, students have been band-
ing together to raise money and aware-
ness for victims of the natural disaster. 
Rice's Japanese Association of Students 
and Scholars responded within days of 
the catastrophe with boba sales at all of 
the colleges and widely publicized do-
nation requests. Students from Duncan 
College, Hanszen College and others 
have also found their own way to help 
out through events such as Mr. Duncan 
and Makeruna Japan. 

Eastern Japan was hit on March 11 
with a 9.0 magnitude earthquake - the 
most powerful earthquake the nation 

has experienced since records have 
been kept. The earthquake triggered a 
98-foot tsunami and damaged nuclear 
power plants in Fukushima, Onagawa 
and Tokai. According to a statement re-
leased from the Japanese government, 
the cost of this natural catastrophe 
could reach $309 billion, making it the 
most expensive natural disaster so far 
in recorded world history. Over 10,000 
casualties have been reported thus far. 

Jones College senior Rodolfo Velas-
quez Lim was the primary coordinator 
for the Boba Tea sales hosted by JASS at 
all college commons on March 17 and 
18. Lim said that while he did a lot of 
work, he saw a many others do extra 
work, like decorating the collection 
boxes, to make the fundraiser a success. 

"I thought because we live here [in 
the US] and Japan's so far away, the 
support wouldn't be as big," Lim said. 
"I guess by making it at every college, I 
made it easy for everyone to participate 
... so the response was much better than 
I thought." 

As JASS also collected donations 
during the sales, they were able to 
raise approximately $3,200 in profits. 
Lim said that he was surprised by the 
generosity, as he initially only aimed 
to cover the cost of the 220 teas he 
bought from Teahouse. 

"In the donation box, there was a 
check for $100 ... 100 bills" Lim said. "I 
was really happy [with the results] — I 
didn't know there was so much cash ly-
ing around at Rice." 

JASS also publicized and collected 
donations at the annual Lunar New 
Year Showcase on March 19. JASS will 
also be collecting donations at its booth 
at the ADVANCE World Beats culture 
fair on Apr. 1. 

"I think a lot of people are con-
cerned and willing to donate — they 
know it's going to the Red Cross and not 
just us," JASS President Lily Ito said. 
"I've been pleased with the response, 
even though there's not much we can 
do from a distance." 

Ito, a McMurtry College senior, said 
she is looking into collaborations with 
universities across the nation for the 
"Million Cranes" project and a local 
Japanese organization for a talent show. 

"I think [these fundraising efforts] 

bring the community together, which is 
good," Ito said. "I think the only thing 
we have to kind of think about now is if 
people are going to [continue to] be con-
cerned for the next two weeks." 

Rice graduate student Makiko Hi-
rata is organizing a benefit concert that 
will take place on Apr. 4 in Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall. Faculty and students, as 
well as non-Rice classical musicians, 
will be performing at this free concert. 
The Japanese Association of Greater 
Houston will be collecting donations at 
the door and donating the proceeds to 
the Red Cross. 

Duncan College held "Mr. Duncan," 
in which contestants were auctioned 
off to raise money for the Japanese Red 

O see JAPAN, page 8 

RealAmericans 
The Rice Native American Student Associa-
tion is holding its 13th annual powwow on 
the intramural fields between Wiess and 
Tudor Fieldhouse from 6-10 tonight, with 
dancing, a storyteller, arts and crafts and 
Indian tacos. 

Kleide dich aufeine neue Weise an 
Rice Queers and Allies is having its an-
nual drag show in Willy's Pub tonight from 
8-11:30, featuring both kings and queens 
(though we've gotten a little mixed up on 
which is supposed to be which). Check it out 
for a change of scenery. 

Help Japan 
The Shepherd School is hosting a fundraising 
concert Monday night from 8-9:30 p.m. to benefit 
victims of the recent natural disaster in Japan. The 
concert will feature Jon Kimura Parker playing one 
of Mozart's piano concertos as well as a number of 
chamber pieces. 
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the Rice (Thresher 
New Dean of Engineering 
primed for greatness at 

Rice University 
In the relentless world of top-20 academic institutions, Rice 

succesfully poached the best of the best for its next dean of engi-
neering. Edwin Thomas was the chair of MIT's material sciences 
department, the best in the country. The addition of faculty of 
Thomas's caliber is definitely an accomplishment, and his mere 
presence gives further validation to our already strong engineer-
ing department. 

With the advent of Thomas's tenure, we hope for a vast increase 
in collaborative and cross-disciplinary engineering research. Fur-
thermore, we hope to see Thomas instill a culture of engineering 
entrepreneurship at Rice University. While Rice's engineering pro-
grams are among the best in the country, undergraduates could 
definitely benefit later in life from acquiring both the spirit of an 
enterpriser and the knowledge that comes with a Rice engineering 
degree. 

The Thresher would like to commend the administra-
tion of recruiting Thomas to Rice, and we here at the Thresh-
er extend a warm welcome to Thomas and all the mar-
velous changes he will undoubtedly bring to Rice in the 
coming years. 

Rice webmaiVs union 
with Gmail a welcome 
addition for students 

Rice University recently announced a plan to rejuvenate its web-
mail system by transferring over to a Google interface and google 
servers. This decision will definitely yield improvement over the 
current webmail, and it is certainly exciting to see administration 
and IT making a proactive decision to shift our outdated system to 
one of the best and most proven email clients on the market. 

This change will most noticably improve the reliability of our 
email storage and improve security of student email accounts. 
With email now backed up on higher-end, more reliable Google 
servers, students do not have to face to risk of losing all their email 
if the Rice server were to crash. Furthermore, the interface and in-
tegrated features of Gmail, such as Google Docs and Calendar, will 
likely serve as valuable tools that will be more accessible when 
directly linked with students'Rice accounts. 

At the same time, this shift will affect only a portion of students 
since a great proportion of student body already uses an alternate 
email client, such as Gmail, and simply have Rice mail forwarded. 
Unfortunately, despite any shifts in the webmail system, the admin-
istration will continue to reserve its right to read your Rice email; 
thus hanging on to your non-Rice email address may not be a bad 
idea. Regardless, the email services provided throught he univer-
sity should drastically improve one the Gmail shift is complete. 
Students, no longer despair the attrocity that is Rice webmail. 

Rice students* 
fundraising efforts for 

Japan exemplary 
The outpouring of support at Rice for Japan has been sim-

ply extraordinary. Conscious groups of students have gath-
ered and implemented massive efforts to raise funds for the 
recovery process. 

What is truly unique about the Rice student body's mobiliza-
tion to gather donations has been the speed with which it enacted 
action the different levels on which fund raising drives have oc-
curred. A campus-wide boba tea sale targeted not only the RMC, 
but it also sought to make sales at each college. The sale recruited 
representatives from each college to ensure that the sale could oc-
cur in the 11 college commons in addition to'central campus areas. 
Furthermore, many fundraisers have occurred on the college-lev-
el, allowing students to donate to events set up by their friends 
and peers. The events put on by the colleges have been particular-
ly innovative and enthusiastic, a distinctive contrast to the apathy 
often portrayed by us as a student body. 

The breadth of fundraisers exhibit great planning, genuine 
desire to aid the nation of Japan, and a dash of entrepreneur-
ial spirit. We should be proud our efforts as a student body and 
a university. 

<*Aer. 

•Ml M u l t 

W o w 

L e u 

Pitas* be rasffMSible respMsibly. 

LETTERS TO TH E EDITOR thresher-ops@rice.edu, twitter.com/TheRiceThresher 

To the Editor: 
I was appalled by Eric Harrison's 

editorial last week ("Terrorism in the 
homeland: Islam begets the radical-
ism of terrorism," Mar. 18), in part 
for its uncalled — for slandering of Is-
lam, and in part for its sanctimonious 
conclusion — he begins his piece by 
complaining about those who do not 
use reason to take a clear stand on 
an issue, when what he really means 
is that those who disagree with him 
about the ethics of profiling Muslims 
simply "don't want to think." There is 
a difference between having an aware-
ness of nuance and complexity in a 
situation and not being able to form a 
valid opinion. 

I rarely see statistics cited in these 
talks of Islam being outstandingly 
guilty of producing terrorists — in 
large part, because there are so few 
numbers, and even fewer supporting 
that argument. 

The FBI, which should hopefully 
be keeping better count than most, re-
leased a report breaking down terror-
ists on US soil by affiliation between 
1980 and 2005. Only 6 percent of these 
terrorists were Islamic extremists. Sev-
en percent were Jewish extremists. 42 
percent were Latinos, and another 29 
percent were extreme left-wingers or 
communists. 

The Muslim Public Affairs Coun-
cil, one of the groups with enough 
vested interest to actually go analyze 
publicly available information, com-
piled a report in which they tallied 
terror plots on US soil since 9/11 — all 
plots attempted by Muslims, domestic 
foreign in origin, were still outnum-
bered by plots originating from white 
supremacists and right-wing extrem-
ists alone. These kinds of statistics are 
the ones ignored by the Peter Kings of 
the world, and certainly aren't what 
one would expect from the current ir-
responsible media narratives at play. 

• On the other hand, the National 
Counterterrorism Center's 2009 report 
indicated that 60 percent of all terror-
ist attacks globally that year occurred 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
Half of all attacks worldwide were 
linked to Sunni extremists. I say this 
so it is clear that I am not ignoring it. 

To imply that these terrorist at-

tacks are caused by Islam itself, and 
not a huge collusion of socioeco-
nomic and political factors in an in-
credibly war-torn region, is ignorant 
and meaningless. The Koran states 
clearly that the taking of innocent 
lives is forbidden and despicable. To 
call an entire religion "vile" because 
a minute fraction of its members have 
perpetrated terrible crimes is absurd 
— by that standard, no group escapes 
blame. No group of over a billion is ho-
mogeneous. Moreover no sane person 
commits terrorist acts, no matter what 
their religion, because no sane person 
believes that the murder of innocents 
gives their cause credibility or power 
in the eyes of the world. 

Mr. Harrison goes on to hint at 
some of what he calls Islam's "wick-
ed and backward doctrines," which 
sound an awful lot like some tenets 
of Bible-literal, fundamentalist Chris-
tianity that are shunned by practic-
ing Christians. In various places, the 
Bible calls for the execution of women 
who have engaged in premarital sex, 
fortunetellers and those who worship 
gods other than the Judeo-Christian 
one, to name a few of the groups. 
However, the overwhelming majority 
of Christians would never think to up-
hold such a command, and agree that 
murder is clearly contrary to Christian 
laws and ideals- even those who in-
terpret the Bible as the perfect word 
of God. 

Fueling the national fear of Islam 
is inextricable from fueling a national 
fear of Muslims — despite the attempt 

to divorce the two, they are the same 
thing, and they are inexcusable. Ter-
rorism is a real and pressing issue, 
but it is created by a multitude of fac-
tors, not a magic; easy-to-screen-for 
demographic factor. This is the same 
lesson we learn, and forget, over and 
over as a society. Bigotry always ends 
in tragedy. It always winds up in the 
textbooks, decades later, as clear ex-
amples of closed-minded folly. 

What Mr. Harrison fails to ad-
dress is that ultimately, statistics 
and fear-mongering aside, the pro-
filing of Muslims, even and especial-
ly for special screening in a security 
setting, is fundamentally contrary 
to the ideals upon which America 
is built, the ideals that allow it to 
thrive as a free society. Differential 
treatment based on ethnicity, gen-
der or religion is consistently struck 
down in US courts as illegal, and 
this situation is no different, despite 
the emotional charge on all sides 
of the debate. As a nation of immi-
grants, we are not our backgrounds, 
but our choices. Most importantly, 
we are innocent until proven guilty. 
To assume or allow that some indi-
viduals are "more likely" to be ter-
rorists than others because of their 
religion is to spit in the face of that 
tenet of who we strive to be as a 
nation. It can lead nowhere but to 
more anger, more hatred, more fear. 
If that happens, we have allowed 
terrorism to succeed. 

Christine Gerbode (Sid Rich '11) 
Annie Kuntz (Sid Rich '11) 

Last week's online poll results: 
What did you think of the stationary water balloon fight? 

RtCEIVfft 
• , t w a s 8 r e a t t ° be able to throw balloons 

at all of my friends from other colleges. 

I I It was lame. I miss the inner loop parade. 

r - i It was alright, but we should be allowed 
to use catapults next year. 

I don't remember it - 1 was too drunk. 

This week's online poll: 
How did you celebrate April Fools' Day? 
Answer online at www.ricethresher.org 
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Op-Ed 
Environmental conservation- Support for Libya a moral responsibility 
ism a duty not a decision 

With all the coverage of exciting 
environmental initiatives on cam-
pus recently, Rice looks from the 
outside like a leader in sustainable 
living. We have classes dedicated 
solely to green campus initiatives, 
top-notch LEED certified buildings, 
green roofs, single-stream recy-
cling, bike sharing programs and 
even part of our tuition now goes 
toward improving our carbon foot-
print. There's no doubt that Rice 
s tudents are smart enough to know 
about the importance of maintain-
ing a sustainable lifestyle, but are 
we smart enough to care? 

Christina Hughes 

With the wave of new improve-
ments to Rice's carbon footprint, 
we should be excited and encour-
aged, but in reality it's only become 
more apparent the general apathy 
amongst s tudents about personal 
environmental responsibility. 

So we live in Texas. So we don't 
go to the most liberal university in 
the nation. So you were raised on 
oil company money, drove an SUV 
and have two Republican-party af-
filiated parents who taught you that 
climate change is just "Greenpeace 
propaganda". Well, me too. It isn't 
an excuse. You all know the issues. 
You all know what you can do to 
help. Now you have to try. 

I've noticed the terms "environ-
mentally conscious" and "green" 
tend to be associated with images 
of Birkenstock-clad hipsters eating 
tofu and bean sprouts on the lawns 
of pretty obscure parks you've 
probably never heard of. Maybe 
that 's not entirely accurate, but 
when we use those terms, it's usu-
ally in reference to someone else. 
That 's our problem. You see, the 
thing about environmental issues is 
that we can't rely on someone else 
to care. Someone else caring, some-
one else doing something, someone 
else worrying about it isn't enough. 
You, yes you, are contributing to 
climate change. You are contribut-
ing to pollution, depletion of natu-
ral resources and endangerment 
of species. You don't get to change 
the channel on this infomercial 
because unlike issues of global 
poverty and disease, environmen-
tal issues impact you directly and 
physically and will continue to 
impact you every day for the rest 
of your life. You may even have a 
shorter life because of them. There 
are no clean air property rights or 
natural disaster prevention force 
fields you can buy to protect your-
self from the damage our human 
population has caused. As typical 
as it may sound, the only solution 
really is to take action. 

The most common excuse I hear 
is this: There's no point in trying 
to reduce my carbon footprint be-
cause anything I do personally will 
make such miniscule difference in 
the grand scheme of things that 
it won't even really matter. Myth. 
Using that logic, exercising would 
also be pointless. What difference 
is 25 minutes on the treadmill going 
to make? Nothing you can physi-
cally see or feel, that 's for sure. 
However, when you start to run 
for 25 minutes on the treadmill ev-
ery day, the results begin to make 
a difference, right? The same goes 
for personal environmental respon-
sibility. No, maybe resetting your 
thermostat from 68 to 72 won't halt 

global warming, but if everyone 
were to start making little changes 
like this over a long period of time, 
big things could start to happen. 
Let me rephrase that: big changes 
will not be happen until little ones 
are made first. That 's where you 
come in. 

I like to think of living sustain-
ably as the lazy-man's guide to sav-
ing the world. How much effort is 
it really to recycle that servery cup 
or beer can? (C'mon guys, we even 
have single-"tream recycling on 
campus now. There's no excuse.) 
How much will it really detract from 
your personal hygiene if you take a 
five minute shorter shower or use 
cold water in the wash instead of 
hot? How many long hours will you 
spend slaving away at your comput-
er changing your printer settings to 
print double sided? Are you really 
going to pass out from heat exhaus-
tion if you turn off the thermostat in 
your room today? And if you can't 
bring yourself to care enough to 
make these tiny lifestyle changes 
based on your concern for the terri-
fying path our world in headed on, 
do it to save yourself a ton of cash. 

Despite the rumor that envi-
ronmentally friendly products are 
more expensive, there's no denying 
the fact that in the long run waste-
ful activities are always going to 
cost you more. Drive a car with bet-
ter fuel mileage, reduce your per-
sonal carbon emissions and save 
money on gas. Ride a bike instead 
of driving, reduce your emissions 
to zero and save even more money 
on gas. Use both sides of a piece of 
paper, save money on paper. Read 
articles and turn in assignments 
electronically, save even more mon-
ey on paper. Be more conservative 
with your water, air conditioning, 
and lighting use in your dorm, save 
yourself housing costs. (Apparently 
a lot of people don't know this, but 
your housing bill is based on previ-
ous years' utilities usages.) 

I'm not just talking to students 
either. In my experiences, faculty 
and staff have even more responsi-
bility to care about environmental 
issues. You are the teachers of our 
generation. Contrary to what many 
of you might think, s tudents will 
listen to what you say and follow 
your example more often than not. 
I have professors who teach envi-
ronmental related subjects, yet in-
sist on handing out hard copies of 
all class materials every week. You 
don't have to be an environmental 
studies professor to teach sustain-
ability either. To the teachers I say 
this: challenge yourselves to lead 
by example. Maybe the environ-
mental movement didn't occur un-
til after your generation, but that 
doesn't exempt you from the conse-
quences it is addressing. 

To the s tudents I say this: chal-
lenge yourselves to care. Make one 
change in your daily routine start-
ing right now. Push yourself to get 
more involved in environmental 
organizations. Take one of the awe-
some environmental studies classes 
we have at Rice. Think more about 
the energy costs associated with 
your decisions. Environmental sus-
tainability and carbon footprint re-
duction are things that you should 
always continue to strive towards. 
You have a moral responsibility not 
only to our Earth, but to yourself 
and your future generations to limit 
your contribution to health affect-
ing pollution and degradation as 
well as climate change. 

Thanks for saving the world. 

Christina Hughes is a 
Baker College sophomore. 

This Monday, President Barack 
Obama spoke at the National Defense 
University explicitly describing the 
motivations and justifications for our 
action in Libya. And yet so much of 
what people feel he left out was crucial 
to "making his case" to the American 
people. 

Cody Shilling 
He neither talked about how long 

we would commit ourselves to this ac-
tion nor promised a goal or specific end 
after which we would end our involve-
ment. But to be honest, I do not think 
those are what we really should be dis-
cussing. And I worry that the American 
public won't feel that his case for ac-
tions was sufficient enough, especially 
with our increasing head-go-in-sand 
mentality. 

So many times in our history, we 
have let domestic concerns (and even 
poor foreign policy choices) stifle and 
hinder our usage of our power toward 
bettering the world and preventing 
evil. From our refusal to help the Arme-
nians during World War I and declin-
ing to intervene in Cambodia - where 
when the Khmer Rouge took power 
one-fourth of the population died with-
in four years — and the lack of action 
against the genocide in Rwanda, the 
US seizes very few opportunities when 
our military can be used as a force of 

good not of destruction. The number 
of times when the US has intervened 
militarily alone or with international 
cooperation successfully — i.e. we fully 
committed ourselves to it — have been 
few and far between. I will be the first 
person to tell you that the more than 
$100 million the US alone has already 
spent would be far more useful in the 
long run if applied elsewhere (paying 
for school and teachers in the region, 
investing more money in actually help-
ing them build infrastructure and not 
just paying off corrupt officials), but 
now that we have a humanitarian crisis 
— as well as a political crisis — on our 
hands, we shouldn't shrink back from 
our duty to help the Libyan people. As 
long as we make plans to prevent the 
situation from becoming worse, we 
should do what we can to aid and as-
sist those in need. 

Conservatives decry Obama for not 
laying out a perfectly thought out, de-
tailed plan with an accurate description 
of how fast we require everything done. 
But the truth is that perfect predictions 
are not possible in situations like this; 
it certainly wasn't the case in Afghani-
stan when President Bush launched a 
war against the Taliban government, 
yet conservatives weren't accusing him 
of wasting American money or time or 
soldiers. This is a far from perfect situ-
ation, but we shouldn't act as if our do-
mestic concerns are the biggest prob-
lems in the world; just because we have 
budget problems here (which both 
sides seem to have suddenly realized 
in the last two years as if the problems 
hadn't been there earlier) doesn't mean 
the suffering of the Libyan people will 

be any less than if this happened when 
we had a balanced budget and wide-
spread willingness to help. We may not 
be able to support democratic changes 
by whatever means necessary in every 
country, but that by no means should 
limit us to isolationism when we are by 
far the country best equipped to help 
deal with situations like this. 

We do have to take care that our in-
volvement doesn't make the situation 
worse off than it would be otherwise. 
Any number of things could happen 
that would render our action the less 
desirable course: the tribes united 
against Gaddafi in rebellion may dis-
solve into a civil war after they have 
no common cause; in the process of 
overthrowing the government, NATO 
and the rebels may destroy the infra-
structure of the country so the gov-
ernment would have limited ability to 
govern much like in Somalia now; or it 
may just be that the war between Gad-
dafi's troops and the rebels won't end 
any time soon. But we shouldn't let the 
impossibility of a perfect end result— 
or the probability of a less than perfect 
result — stop us from at least bettering 
the world as much as we can. Assum-
ing that our leaders are knowledgeable 
and intelligent, we should support the 
fight to stop oppression in Libya and 
around the world; I would much rath-
er live in a country that does support 
those that need assistance rather than 
shrinks away from the opportunity to 
help others. 

Cody Shilling is a 
Will Rice College sophomore. 

Environmental productivity key to future 
Productivity. We all strive for 

it. Students inhale Red Bulls and 
lock themselves into their rooms 
to be productive. Athletes, doctors, 
lawyers, farmers, workers in every 
profession, you name it, want to 
be productive. And why not? In our 
society, productivity is rewarded 
handsomely. You can't get an A+ or 
a stack of Benjamins if you're not a 
productive worker. 

0 £ > ; ; 

Shamsa Mangalji 
Interestingly enough, it's that 

mindset which is stymieing us in 
our quest to stop environmental 
degradation. We prioritize produc-
tivity over environmental responsi-
bility. Put it this way - As much as I 
like to scream about our need to de-
crease demand for fossil fuels, I'll 
never ride my bike to my office 25 
miles away. Because I know I won't 
be so productive during that day. 
Threatening my receiving of those 
aforementioned Benjamins. 

EPA documents show that the 
only way we can make a dent in 
our greenhouse gas output is to de-

crease our demand for energy. But 
what does that mean? Right now, 
decreasing demand for energy will 
entail cutting our electricity usage, 
limiting our car and flight travel, 
and (alas) sacrificing purchases of 
those aluminum RedBull cans. Even 
the most eco-savvy working citizens 
will grudgingly admit the signifi-
cant loss of profit/productivity of 
all sectors if we embark on these 
initiatives. 

Investing in renewable energy 
initiatives will not instantaneously 
fix all of our problems. Even if we 
proudly unveil our spanking-new 
wind-powered power plants, there's 
no guarantee that our energy sup-
ply will be perfect; mistakes are 
bound to happen, power's going to 
go out from time to time when these 
plants are first introduced, compro-
mising productivity of every person 
in every professional sector. 

In order to stop global warming, 
Americans need to chill out. We 
need to be willing to take some time 
to change our habits. We need to ad-
just our s tandards for 'productivity' 
in a way that will help conserve our 
environment. 

So let 's start now. Next time your 
paper is docked off tell them you 
had to switch off your computer to 
save the world. 

We need to take time to save the 
environment. Be OK with mistakes 

made in our quests to switch our 
gaskets. 

We just keep trying to do things 
that will let us continue this cycle-
-carbon offsets and downcycling 

Everything's built to be trashed 
so people can consume more, where 
else could our productive time have 
gone? Into making a better society? 

When we save something in al-
ready manufactured form, we con-
serve material and the energy it 
took to produce item. 

We have to be more patient, and 
slow down a little, like other coun-
tries do. They may not be more pro-
ductive, but they have the where-
withal to be more environmentally 
friendly. We have to redefine envior-
mental productivity. 

Furthermore, we need to down-
size our demand for energy, meat 
consumption, even if it's not con-
venient for us in our quest for pro-
ductivity. 

I'll only know that we're mak-
ing steps when we shut off the air 
conditioning in a concerted ef-
fort to save energy, and no one 
makes a peep. 

We shouldn't think of envi-
roment conservation as a prac-
tice only for profit, but one for 
our future. 

Shamsa Mangalji is a 
Martel College junior. 
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Junior honored with $25,000 Watson Fellowship 
BYTIMAOU 
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T h e l i c e Thresher : What is the 
Watson Fellowship? 
Drake L e b n m : The Watson Fefiow-
ship is a $25*000 giant given to about 
40 graduating seraors each year, 
providing them with the financial 
means to independently pursue a 
research project of then own design 
m a x m t n e s of their choosing. These 
projects can tnvoJve all sorts of top-
ics, from hip-bop to sword danrfng 
to fly-fishing. 
ST: What was the application pro-
cess like? 
DL_- The application process in-
volved writing a 1,500-word person-
al statement, a l^oo-wotd project 
proposal and an interview with the 
director of the program. The project 
proposal which entails where wu ' r e 
gomg to be traveling, what you're go-
ing to be doing in each country and 
how you will survive alone for a year, 

n q i i n s a lot of time. I started plan-
ning in May and dkkr t Snk-h unci 
September. 
RT: Why did you choose to apply for 
the Watson Fellowship? 
DL: Throughout college, r ve ex 
planed surgery in a variety of aca-
demic settings, but what I hasen t 
done is actually go out HHD the worid 
and see the realroes faced by people 
who d o c t have access K> scrgxal 
care. The Watson Fellowship was 
one of the lew programs that would 
gwe m e the liberty to pursue a proj-
ect like that on my own teems. An-
other reason I appfied was becaose 
when I found out that 1 was a ibce-
Bayks Scholar, S decided togradsas 
in three years s a d then take a year 
off to do snmwhmg totally crazy 
and memorable The opportunsy © 
trawd the world through the Watson 
Fellowship fulfills that goa l 
I T : What are TOUT plans for the year 
as a Watson Feflow? 

DL: H I be working m c f m r s and 
SGOs m Uganda, Bangladesh. Pera 
and Trmyfarl and Tobago, and IH be 
studying di finest surgical ( f r iKyy 
in each country, in Uganda. FIE go-
ing to work on the surgical ward in 
the largest hospital in the country 
and then travel so a rural obstetric 
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feruia cfimc to awesogate maternal 
Goodmans. In Bangladesh, Fm go-
ing to look at pediatric conditions 
Hee d e f t palate, cinhfoot and certain 
types of bizndruess. In Peru, I will 
fest foois on injuries in the capital 
rify of t ana and then branch out to 
rural regiors of Peru to investigate 
the effects of socioeconomic dispari-
ties on the indigenous P e n m a n peo-
ple. in Tnmdad and Tobago, I am go-
ing to study the broad connections 
between race and surgical disease in 

mkxocosm. 
RT: Wb2i do you hope to gain from 
tins experience? 
DL: I hope to gam an understand-
ing of the ' h u m a n * symptoms of 
surgical disease in the developing 
wotkL Surgical disease not only 
causes morbidity a r d mortality, 
but it can also lead to extreme psy-
chological t rauma, place undue 
burdens era families and in gener-
al, drain communities of livelihood 
and economic productivity. Using 
what I learn, I want to be able to 
identify and implement sustain-
able and culturally appropriate 
public health interventions that 
hohshcal ly target surgical disease 
in the developing world. 

IT: What do you hope the the medi-

H I V + TREATMENT 

= CHOICE 
HEALTHY 
LIFE 

Drake Lebrun 

cal community will be like in 20 

years? 
DL: I would like to see more of an 
emphasis on preventive health mea-
sures that broadly improve commu-
nity hea l th I would also like to see 
more of a focus on surgical disease 
in the public health community. I 
think the global burden of surgical 
disease, particularly in resource-
poor nations, has been overlooked 
for too long. 
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Students 
shave heads 
for cancer 

BY A N T H O N Y LAURIELLO 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Three Rice s tuden t s , Hanszen 
s o p h o m o r e Cecila Alvatez, Jones 
S o p h o m o r e Antonia Lloyd-Davies, 
and H a n s z e n f r e s h m a n Nehemiah 
Ankoor shaved themselves com-
pletely ba ld in front of a small 
a u d i e n c e in the Hanszen quad on 
March 18. 

The idea for the event came to 
Alvarez, d a u g h t e r of Rice Profes-
sor Pedro Alvarez, a year ago when 
she w a s a t t e n d i n g Austin College 
in Dallas. She b e c a m e involved in 
he lp ing organ ize an event for St. 
Baldr icks chari ty , in which stu-
den t s shaved their hair, raised 
money for research in childhood 
cancer , a n d d o n a t e d any usable 
hair to cance r pa t ien t s . 

It 

When people see me, 
I hope to spark inter-
est and questions 
and start conversa-
tion. I hope to make 
this a campus wide 
event next year with 
all the colleges par-
ticipating. 

Cecila Alvarez 
Hanszen '13 
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Inspired by the event Alvarez de-
cided not only to organize but also to 
participate in the event and shave her 
head, but at the last minute had cold 
feet and backed out. When she trans-
ferred to Rice she decided to bring the 
event to her new school and of course 
overcome her fear of going bald. 

With the help of Davies and Ankoor, 
Alvarez raised close to $3,000, a figure 
she proudly gave out during a short 
speech at the beginning of the event. 

"They contributed to a good 
cause, threw away their vanity and 
gave everyone a good feeling." 
Hanszen sophomore Bruna Costa 
said summing up the event. 

While this year's event is done, Al-
varez is already planning for next year. 
"When people see me. I hope to spark 
interest and questions and start conver 
sation. I hope to make this a campus 
wide event next year with all the col-
leges participating." 

Hallie Jordan contributed to this article 
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Budget cuts ended 
BY ELLEN LIU 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

President David Leebron an-
nounced during his semiannual 
Town Hall meeting on Feb. 22 that 
no more across-the-board reduc-
tions were expected for the next 
fiscal year, which starts July 1. How-
ever, he said the university would 
still maintain a tight budget. 

Leebron said each dean and de-
partment leader will have discretion 
about how to use their resources. He 
added that Rice is committed to mini-
mizing job losses for its employees, 
sustaining its growth and campus en-
hancement plan under the Vision for 
the Second Century, maintaining its 
financial aid support. 

Ultimately, he said he wanted 
Rice to strength-
en its impact 44 
and reputation 
as one of the fin-
est research uni-
versities in the 
country. 

"Despite that 
harsh recession, 
we emerged with 
enhanced aca-
demic programs, 
two beaut i fu l 
and environ-
menta l ly fr iend-
ly new residen-
tial colleges, 
the Bioscience 
Research Col-
laborat ive, a 
new physics 
bui ld ing , a new recreat ion center 
and many other e n h a n c e m e n t s to 
the educa t iona l exper ience here at 
Rice," Leebron said , "These suc-
cesses [and others] are the result 
of p ruden t f inancia l m a n a g e m e n t 
and the generosi ty of Rice donor s . " 

Vice President of Finance Kathy 
Collins explained that past budget 
cuts had been caused by decreases 
in the endowment . She said about 62 
percent of the core budget that funds 
most of the university was support-
ed by the endowment . According to 
Collins, the endowment lost about 
$1 billion during the recent econom-
ic downturn , so Rice needed to slow 
the spending from it. 

As a result, she said Rice re-
quired a 5 percent budget cut in 
fiscal year 2010 and again in fiscal 
year 2011. The deans and depart-
ment chairs again made their own 
decis ions about how to implement 
those budget cuts in their areas . 

For this year, Leebron noted that 
the endowment market value was 
up to $3.79 billion at June 30, 2010 

Depending on how 
this situation develops 
in future years, some 
departments may 
be receiving money 
they're not spending, 
which could be put to 
use somewhere else. 

Meagan John 
Martel '14 

from $3.61 billion at June 30, 2009 
and $4.61 billion at June 30, 2008. 

Interim Vice President for In-
vestments and Treasurer Ron Long 
added that the endowment is made 
up of investments and thus has 
been positively affected by the re-
cent economic recovery. 

According to him, the endow-
ment grows through gifts, invest-
ment, and Rice's spending policy. 
He said the policy specifically 
seeks to distribute spending over 
time so that Rice will able to sup-
port university operations today 
and in the future. 

"Rice's endowment funds are the 
permanent capital of the university; 
they were established to provide a 
perpetual source of revenue for cur-
rent operations and certain capital 

needs," Long 
said, "So in-
creasing the val-
ue of the endow-
ment is always in 
Rice's best inter-
ests." 

However, he 
said he could not 
speculate on the 
future value of 
the endowment. 

One part of 
the university 
that is not af-
fected by the 
end of budget 
cuts is the Jones 
Graduate School 
of Business, ac-
cording to Jones 

School Dean Bill Glick. 

He said the Jones School of Busi-
ness paid Rice an overhead amount 
but was dependen t solely on a sep-
ara te endowmen t and tuition for 
their a n n u a l budget . 

"During the past few years, we 
have exper ienced a great deal of 
growth, and have received tremen-
dous recognit ion for excellence," 
Glick noted. 

He added that the economic re-
cession and BP oil spill had hur t the 
Jones School, but it was still con-
t inuing to search for top s tudents , 
faculty, staff and greater suppor t to 
keep up its positive t rend. 

Martel College f r e shman Mea-
gan John said she did not com-
pletely agree with the decision to 
end budget cuts . 

"Depending on how this situ-
ation develops in fu ture years, 
some depa r tmen t s may be receiving 
money they ' re not spending, which 
could be put to use somewhere 
e lse ," John said, "So they should 
get a budget cut ." 
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New Brockman Hall dedicated 
BY HALLIE JORDAN 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Over 150 people gathered for the of-
ficial dedication of the new Brockman 
Hall for Physics and Astronomy on 
Thursday, March 24. 

The ceremony included speeches 
from several Rice leaders including 
President David Leebron and Chair of 
the Board of Trustees Jim Crownover. 

"Brockman represents in a funda-
mental way our commitment to curiosi-
ty-driven research," Leebron said. 

He reiterated its importance, 
emphasizing that Brockman Hall 
is what Rice needs to compete for 
world-class faculty. 

"Physics had been part of our uni-
versity since the beginning," he said. 

The state-of-the-art building will 
allow the physics department to par-
ticipate in modem physics research, 
Department Chair Barry Dunning said. 

One key reason for Brockman's 
creation was to help the department 
collaborate and function as one entity, 
Dunning said. 

"This is an opportunity to bring 
together everyone," Dunning said. 
"Our faculty had been spread out 
over five buildings." 

The idea to have a new physics 

H l f e s 
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building was 
initiated by 
former Dean 
of Natural Sci-
ences Kath-
leen Matthews. 
According to 
Matthews, the 
project began 
in 1998. 

B r o c k m a n 
was designed by 
the firm Kieran-
Timberlake As-
sociates and em-
phasizes Rice's 
interest in good architecture. 

"It reiterates the importance of ar-
chitecture to provide environments 
that inspire people," Leebron said. "It 
makes every building around it look 
better as well." 

Although it is featured in the build-
ing name, the astronomy department 
will remain at its current location in 
Hermann Brown Hall. 

"The site was chosen because it 
is in the natural science area, and we 
wanted to create sort of a focus area, 
but we could not have built a build-
ing big enough for astronomy here," 
Dunning said. 

With Brockman's two-foot-thick 

n i v i s 
STRAIGHT 
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An owl and a globe stand on a balance engraved on 

the walls of Brockman Hall. 

floors eliminating vibrations, physics 
research can now go on all day and 
night, Dunning said. In Herzstein, re-
searchers had to wait until night to do 
their work because of so many vibra-
tions from the building, he said. 

Herzstein will be renovated this 
summer, and the political science de-
partment is scheduled to relocate there 
from the Baker Institute. However, 
some physics classes will still be taught 
on the second floor and in the amphi-
theater, Dunning said. 

"We are exceedingly fortunate and 
will be able to move to the next level in 
physics," Dunning said. "Rice is being 
very good to us." 
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PROFESSORS RECEIVE AWARDS FOR RESEARCH 
Ball studies cystic fibrosis 

BY TINA OU 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Nat ional Science F o u n d a t i o n 
CAREER a w a r d s a re a w a r d s given ou t 
to y o u n g facul ty m e m b e r s w h o ful-
fill t h e NSF's cri teria of excel lence in 
b o t h research a n d educa t ion , a s well 
a s their success fu l in tegra t ion . The 
Thresher sa t d o w n wi th two of Rice's 
CAREER award recipients , Zachary 
Ball a n d Lin Zhong (see next art icle) 
to d i scuss t h e award , research a n d 
t h e fu tu re . 

Rice Thresher: What kind of research 
d o you d o in general? 
Zachary Ball: O n e t h i n g w e a r e in-
t e r e s t e d in is b e i n g a b l e to i d e n t i f y 
h o w p r o t e i n - p r o t e i n i n t e r a c t i o n s 
a n d ion c h a n n e l s i m p a c t cyst ic fi-
b ros i s . We're a l s o i n t e r e s t e d in iden -
t i fy ing p r o t e i n s t ha t c o u l d se rve a s a 
b a s i s for d r u g d e v e l o p m e n t . I t ' s al l 
w i t h i n t h i s g e n e r a l t h e m e of inor-
g a n i c activity, a n d w e ' r e a l s o in ter -
e s t e d in m e t h o d o l o g y d e v e l o p m e n t . 
Th i s is la rge ly for u s e by p h a r m a -
ceu t i ca l c o m p a n i e s — w e ' r e in ter -
e s t e d in h o w to m a k e m o l e c u l e s 
m o r e quickly , m o r e e f f i c i en t ly a n d 
w i t h less toxicity. 

THERE is 

N O CURE F0R H I V 

RT: What got you interested in research? 
ZB: It's been a slow progression. The 
work has its genesis in some ideas I 
wrote about in grad school. 

RT: Wha t a re your f u t u r e p l a n s in 
r e sea rch? 
ZB: We h a v e s o m e idea s we may be 
ab le to deve lop a b o u t cystic fibro-
sis, a n d it w o u l d b e cool if s o m e of 
ou r i dea s cou ld be u s e d to deve lop 
d rugs . In a sense , tha t is o n e of the 
t h ings t ha t is ou t the re on the hori-
zon for us . 

RT: W h a t d o you h o p e to accom-
p l i sh w i t h t h e f u n d i n g received 
f r o m t h e a w a r d ? 
ZB: Right now, we have a proof of 
concep t . It wou ld be really nice if we 
cou ld u s e th i s award per iod to con-
v ince t h e b iochemis t s t ha t r hod ium-
b a s e d ideas a re va luab l e in s tudy ing 
biological sys tems. We need to t ake 
th is idea a n d prove tha t it is gener-
ally u s e f u l . 

RT: Where d o you see the research 
going in 25 years? 
ZB: I 'm not tied to any specific end-
point in where I go. We're doing 
th ings n o w I would never have envi-
s ioned w h e n 1 s tar ted at Rice four or 
five years ago. 

Zhong designs phone of the future 
BY JENNIFER SHEN 

THRESHER STAFF 

Computer Science Professor Lin 
Zhong is one of several Rice faculty to 
receive a $450,000 National Science 
Foundat ion CAREER Award this year. 
All answers are pa raphrased unless 
o therwise indicated. 

Rice Thresher: What do you plan on 
doing with it? 
Lin Zhong: The money will go toward 
research, support ing s tudents and 
buying equipment . 

RT: What did you submit to NSF for 
the CAREER Award? 

LZ: The title of my proposal is "Rein-
vent ing Smar tphones for Sensing," 
and I talked about my research on 
s m a r t p h o n e s and mobile devices. 
RT: Can you talk more about the re-
search? What is your goal? 

LZ: We are working on mobile com-
puting, such as smart phones , tablets 
and other mobile devices. In terms of 
looking ahead into the future, mobile 
devices change a lot over short periods 
of time. We carry our cell phones with 
us all the t ime these days, and they 
can do a lot more for us than just mak-
ing calls and checking emails. 
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Lessons Learned From Four Decades 
of Capital Punishment 

David R. Dow, J.D. 

Cullen Professor at the 
University of Houston Law Center 

The Harold E. 
and Margaret H. Rorschach 
Lecture in Legal History 

Wednesday, April 6, 2011 

Rice University Fondren Library 

Kyle Morrow Room 

6:30 p.m. 

David R. Dow is the founder of 
the Texas Innocence Network, an 
organization that investigates claims 
of actual innocence brought by Texas 
prisoners. He also is the litigation 
director at the Texas Defender 
Service, a nonprofit law firm providing 
representation to death row inmates. 

Dow's work has appeared in both 
scholarly journals and popular 
publications. His most recent books 
are "Executed on a Technicality," 
"America's Prophets: How Judicial 
Activism Makes America Great" and, 
most recently. "The Autobiography of 
an Execution." 

Presented by the Rice Universi ty 

Depar tmen t of History 

Paid self-parking is available near the event 
For location, parking information and 
downloadable maps, go to www rice.edu/maps 

W r i c e 

In the future, cellphones should be 
able to access your mood, your lifestyle 
and offer assistance. My phone should 
know me better than my wife. For ex-
ample, my phone will know who 1 talk 
to, how many email and appointments I 
have and where I've been, and it should 
be able to utilize this information to as-
sist me more personally. I envision my 
phone becoming my best friend or pet 
dog after using it for a year, remind-
ing me to remember my keys, marking 
down my calendar and taking notes for 
me as it listens to my conversation with 
other people. 

it 

My phone should know 

me better than my wife. 

Lin Zhong 
Professor of Computer Science 

W 

In order to achieve this, we will need 
to develop some sort of artificial intelli-
gence, and the hardware of the phones 
will need to be changed too. We are 

like the thresher? 
like facebook? 
like to work for us? 

• 4 ? 

currently collaborating with Texas In-
s t ruments , Microsoft, Samsung and 
Motorola to m a k e this happen. 

RT: Do you think that people who 
change their phones frequently will be 
a problem to your research? 

LZ: No, this will actually be beneficial 
to us. When somebody throws away 
his phone , he is only throwing away 
the hardware , a n d the software can still 
be kept. Updating one's phone allows 
us to advance with the hardware while 
retaining the information of the phone. 
This is the beauty of technology: When 
your dog dies, you'd have to train a new 
dog; if your cel lphone dies, you will be 
able to transfer the personality of the 
p h o n e into a new one. 

RT: W h a t d o you t h i n k about the 
CAREER Award? 

LZ: I think it sheds light on the new 
generat ion of faculty and how they en-
vision the future . Our faculty winning 
CAREER awards will engender a lot of 
pride in the s tudents . This could also 
be an opportuni ty for students to learn 
about the interesting research our fac-
ulty is doing a n d possibly get involved. 
I currently have a lot of undergraduate 
s tuden t s in my lab, and I welcome inter-
ested s tuden ts from all majors. 

like, cool. 
let us know why 
you'd like to be our 
new social media 
director and why 
we'll like you — 
shoot an email to 
thresher@rice.edu 

and Like us at 
facebook.com/ 
theRiceThresher 

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER 
The fo l lowing i t e m s w e r e r e p o r t e d to t h e Rice Univer-
sity Police D e p a r t m e n t for t h e p e r i o d March 22-28 . 

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES 

j o n e s College March 22 

Duncan College March 25 

Baker Col lege March 2 6 

Lovett Col lege March 2 8 

Duncan Col lege 

ACADEMIC BUILDINGS 

Ryon Lab March 22 

Geo logy March 2 3 

S e x o f f e n c e s 

Thef t 

Thef t 

Burg la ry 

Burg la ry 

Burg la ry 

Thef t 

Thef t 

Cr imina l mi sch ie f 

STIGMA 
AIDS a 
HOMOPHOBIA 

We 

In the USA, 
almost half • ail new HIV 

highest rates ' 

Center fi UVF consortium present 

Dr. Michael W. Ross 
Professor of Public Health 

University of Texas 

in southern states. 
diaanoses were in Baton 

Harris Coun ty remains the e igh th most HIV/AIDS i m p a c t e d loca l 
jurisdiction in the United States. 
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Students pick Obama 
in BISF debate on jobs 

A M I DAVE 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Baker Inst i tute Student Fo-
rum hos ted a s tudent debate on 
March 22 abou t the current job mar-
ket and whe ther President Barack 
Obama ' s policies have had a posi-
tive or negative impact so far. 

Teams of four representatives from 
the Rice University Young Democrats 
and the Rice University Conservative 
Forum attempted to persuade the audi-
ence to support their views on govern-
ment spending, size and regulations 
as they relate to the job market in the 
United States. 

R e p r e s e n t i n g 
the Rice University 
Young Democrats 
were Hanszen ju-
niors Myles Bug-
bee and Andrew 
Pegues, Duncan 
junior Kevin Bush 
and Sid Richard-
son sophomore 
Rahul Rekhi. 

R e p r e s e n t i n g 
the Rice Univer-
sity Conserva-
tive Forum were 
Hanszen senior 
Sean Sessel, Wi-
ess sophomore 
Anthony Lauri-

ello, McMurtry f reshman Eli Spec-
tor and Hanszen sophomore Taylor 
Williams. 

Audience members were given 
cards before and after the debate on 
which to vote on the impact Obama 
has had on the job market. Of the 47 
people who voted prior to the start 
of the debate, eight believed that 
Obama's policies have had a negative 
impact, 20 believed they have had 
a positive impact and 19 audience 
members were undecided. 

Thirty a t t endees submit ted their 
ca rds at the end of the debate ; sev-
en believed Obama's policies have 
had a negative impact , 17 believed 
they have had a positive impact , 
and six were left undec ided . 

The debate covered many aspects 
of job market, focusing on the role of 
government in the economy and relat-
ed issues, like the stimulus package, 
health care reform and regulation. 

The debate began with opening re-
marks from the Conservative Forum. 

"The solution is to pursue the cre-
ation of wealth by limiting spending, 
government size and regulations," 
Hanszen senior Sean Sessel said. 
"Barack Obama has done the op-

[The current admin-
istration's] vision is 
one of people con-
trol, which, social 
and economic justice 
granted, is funded 
by the government. 

Taylor Wlliams 
Hanszen '13 

posite, so we must conclude that he 
has had a negative impact on the job 
market in America." 

In response, Young Democrat and 
Hanszen junior Andrew Pegues men-
tioned Obama's stimulus bill, which he 
argued put money back in the hands 
of the American people and was an in-
vestment in long term job growth due to 
the fiscal multiplier effect. 

"Obama has helped revolutionize 
and rebuild the regulatory structure 
and restart the economy during its 
darkest hour," Pegues said. 

After opening s ta tements from 
both sides, the issue of govern-

ment spending 
was introduced, 
followed by 
g o v e r n m e n t 
size and lastly, 
regulations. For 
all three topics, 
each side was al-
lotted four min-
utes for open-
ing remarks, 
90 seconds for 
c r o s s - e x a m i n a -
tion of the op-
position, a joint 
two minutes to 
take ques t ions 

9f from the audi-
ence and a final 
30 seconds for 

concluding remarks. 

"I thought it was a fantas t ic 
deba te , " Sid Richardson sopho-
more Scott Norgaard said. "The 
deba te rs did so much research and 
acted very professionally. I a t tend-
ed the deba te in order to be more 
informed about polit ical issues, 
which I was . " 

Conservative Forum member 
Williams argued that regula t ions 
instead in t rude on the f reedom of 
American citizens. 

"The current admin is t ra t ion ' s 
only concern is to divide up an 
ever-shr inking pie differently," 
Williams said. "Its vision is one of 
people control , which , social and 
economic justice granted , is fund-
ed by the government . " 

Moderator and BISF President 
Lauren Baba said it was a thrill for 
her to serve as modera tor for such 
an en thus ias t ic debate . Debate at 
t endees were very engaged in the 
d iscuss ion , she said. Even after the 
deba te ended , s tuden t s were ea-
ger to volunteer their thoughts on 
the issues brought up by both the 
Conservative Forum and the Young 
Democrats . 

I n t e r e s t e d i n L a w ? 
START YOUR CAREER' IN SIX MONTHS 

3PRICE 
Sittfwnr M ( Un\si ot'k Sifinnl "/ 

CONTINUING 
S T U D I ES 

Rice University's 
Paralegal Certificate 
Program 
C L A S S R O O M P R O G R A M : 

Join us f o r a n i n f o r m a t i o n sess ion 

on July 20 at 6:00 p.111. 
(" lasses b e g i n A u g u s t 22 , 201 1 

WEB-OELIVERIED PROGRAM. 
C o n n e c t t o a v i r t ua l i n f o r m a t i o n 

s e s s i o n o n A u g u s t .'Ml at 0 : 0 0 p . m . 

(" lasses b e g i n O c t o b e r 10, 201 I 

•'•'The paralegal profession is projected 
to grow 28 percent through 2018. 

I S Hurrao of ImIho 

Register early for tuition discounts. 

M O R E INFORMATION AT 

paralegal . r ice.edu 
O R CALL 7 1 3 - 3 4 8 - 4 8 0 3 

BEYOND THE HEDGES 

NATIONAL 

AT&Tannounces 
merge with T-Mobile 

AT&T announced a $39 billion 
deal to take over T-Mobile USA from 
Deutsche Telekom, pushing AT&T 
ahead of current leader Verizon Wire-
less in cellphone service with a 40 
percent share of the market. After Veri-
zon's 30 percent share in the telecom-
munications market, Sprint is highest, 
with a 10 percent share. AT&T argued 
that the merger would allow them to 
reach nearly 46.5 million Americans, 
but it would also lead to a virtual 
duopoly with Verizon in the market. 
Competition will suffer because of this 
dominance and could possibly lead to 
higher cell-phone plan costs, industry 
experts told The New York Times in the 
March 22 article "AT&T Inc." 

SOURCES: THE ECONOMIST 
& THE NEW YORK TIMES 

"I saw this coming a long time 
ago because T-Mobile has been in the 
background while AT&T is dominating 
[with] the iPhone revolution. Hopefully 
they'll still be able to maintain good 
coverage with so many more people." 

— Nick Riwpoulos, 
Jones College freshman 

S T I G M A r e m a i n s 
THE SINGLEUQCT 

I M P O R T A N TB ARRi r p 
T 0 P U B L I C 

A C T I O N . . . " 

c 

GOP looks for 
support among 
conversative Dems 

House Majority Party Whip Kevin 
McCarthy met with conservative dem-
ocrats to discuss budget concerns, 
especially $30 billion cuts to the 2011 
spending package. This package is 
smaller than the $61 billion package 
initially proposed. Republicans may 
anger some of their constituents with 
this deal; constituents may view it as 
"unprincipled capitulation", according 
to Washington Post article "House 
Whip McCarthy acknowledges meet-
ing with Dems on fiscal issues." 

However, a deal with Democrats 
could help the House to vote on a 
spending plan for the rest of 2011 and 
to secure a spring vote on raising the 
federal debt limit. The funding bill 
for the $61 billion, already passed in 
the House, was turned in the Senate 
after Democrats rejected, preferring 
to start from the $10 billion previously 
agreed upon. McCarthy chose now to 
reach out to conservative democrats 
because they recently supported a 
mainly Republican vote to extend 
government funding for three weeks. 

SOURCE: THE WASHINGTON POST 

INTERNATIONAL 
Burma swears in 
new president 

State television in Burma an-
nounced that the military government, 
which has ruled Burma for the last two 
decades, has been disbanded after 
Senior General Than Shwe stepped 
down from his position as head of the 
country's armed forced. The newly 
sworn in president, Thein Sein, is a 
long time ally of Shwe and served 
as prime minister during the military 
regime. The swearing in of the new 
hybrid administration, which Burmese 
call a disciplined democracy, comes 
after the criticized Nov. elections. 

Critics continue to dismiss 
the new regime as a reorganized 
form of the old. Thein's party, the 
military-backed USDP, was elected 
with 80 percent of the vote and new 
law allocates a quarter of parlia-
ment seats to military personnel. 

SOURCE: BBC 

"It doesn't look like anything has 
changed because the same people 
who were in power are still in power, if 
indirectly." 

—Amanda Wicker, 
McMurtry College freshman 

I J & M L 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 

BAN Kt-MOON S E C R E T A R Y 
G E N E R A L 

C O M P O N E N T ? ^ 
SOMATIZATION 
PR0CESSIMPLIES 

THATTHELABELED 
g r o u p ; s

e s s h u h a n 

EVERY Y F I N THE US. 

M A N Y DON'T K N O W T H E Y 
POSITIVE TILL THEIR 

HEALTH IS 
AFFECTED 

SOLVE 
MORE 
PROBLEMS 
IN ONE 
YEAR 
THAN 
MOST 
CEOs 
SOLVE 
IN A 
LIFETIME. 

The Acton MBA puts you in the shoes of real entrepreneurs in over 300 business 
case discussions. Forced to stand between sales and operations, you make tough 
calls about customers, pricing and products. On top of 90-hour work weeks, you 
will run a real assembly line and sell products door-to-door. 

Ranked by Princeton Review as one of the top programs in the country. The Acton 
MBA in Entrepreneurship will help you discover the skills and tools you need to 
he a success. 

WHAT TYPE OF ENTREPRENEUR ARE YOU? VISIT ACTONMBA.ORG TO FIND OUT. 

A C T O N M B A 
in IZntrefyreneurshi[> 
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
The following were noted at the most recent meeting of 
the Student Association on March 28. 

• Student Association President Georgia Lagoudas said that her 
goals for the 2011-2012 SA session include improving communica-
tion with students, maintaining connections with university offic-
es, enhancing the SA's accessibility to all students and providing 
the means for more student initiatives and collaboration. 

• The other members of the executive council briefly presented 
their goals for the new session. 

• Dean of Undergraduates John Hutchinson visited the meeting to 
report on a new policy on who can walk at commencement and the 
alcohol policy probation period. 

• Hutchinson said that the change in the commencement policy will 
allow those who will be graduating by Dec. of the same year who 
are members of the same matriculation cohort as those graduat-
ing in May will be allowed to walk at commencement if they so 
desire. 

• Hutchinson said that he was looking for education on safe alco-
hol use and responsibly drinking and a return by students to the 
acceptance of responsibility under the alcohol policy. Hutchinson 
said that he was not looking specifically for EMS call volumes to 
decrease, though he said that this could be a side-effect of what 
he is looking for. 

• Hutchinson said that he will work with student leadership when 
the probation period ends to relax the policy while also preserv-
ing the environment created. 

• Lagoudas said that SA meetings are open student forums and that 
all students present are welcome to give input, both in the form of 
comments and when straw polls are taken. 

The next SA meeting will be held April 4 at 9 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

•JAPAN 
FROM PAGE 1 

Cross. According to Duncan College 
Master Luis Duno-Gottberg, $1,200 was 
collected for Japan. Duncan sophomore 
Estevan Delgado, who was involved 
with the Mr. Duncan event, said that 
they had a lot of other attendees from 
other colleges as well. 

"It was a really fun event that al-
lowed the whole college to come to-
gether. We had a lot of people from oth-
er colleges, too," Delgado said. "I was 
really impressed with the turnout. I feel 
it was a success in terms of the number 
of people that came." 

Duncan College will also be host-
ing a larger event called "Makeruna 
Japan" that will take place on Apr. 13 
at Keck Hall. Co-led by Duncan sopho-
more Tiffany Chen and Brown College 
freshman Melody Tan, "Makeruna Ja-
pan" means "Don't Give Up." 

"Another reason why I was inspired 
to start this event was that since 1 am 
Duncan's Service Committee Head, 1 
wanted to build upon our college's ini-

tiative to serve 'beyond the hedges,"' 
Chen said. 

There will be a panel discussion 
about the current situation in Japan 
and a sale of artwork created by Baker 
College students. Speakers at the event 
include President David Leebron, two 
Rice university presidents, Acting Con-
sul-General of Japan at Houston Taka-
hiko Watabe and Japan-America Soci-
ety of Houston President Greg Clowe. 

"Last year when there was the 
Haiti earthquake, Duncan College 
put together a successful baking fun-
draiser," Chen said. "So, seeing how 
such initiatives can be successful, I 
wanted Duncan College to do some-
thing similar for Japan." 

According to Chen, students inter-
ested in donating online should soon 
be able to visit http://www.rice^japan, 
org to do so. All donations collected 
will go to the Japan-America Society in 
Houston under Rice's name and ulti-
mately the Japanese Red Cross. 

i&i J . .... ' 

Ail eye is a terrible thing to waste. 
Ton know the video you shot with your friends l ist 

summer? That you never had time 10 finish? Or any idea how to 

start' Well now, you can 

Set up a class with U5( School of Cinematic Arts graduate 

Randal Staewen to learn everything that happens to a film after 

it's shot Bring in your own footage, or edit with some of ours 

tou re in control of your story 

Rates from SSQ/hour, reduced for groups. 

Phone 713 661 64$J Email rstaewen @ gmail com 
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Envision Grants fund student ideas 
BY BROOKE BULLOCK 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

Leadership Rice's Envision Grants 
are awarded to students with ideas that 
benefit a community and facilitate lead-
ership among Rice students. According 
to Leadership Rice Director Judy Le, this 
year's Envision grants fund four projects 
create a long lasting framework for lead-
ership among students at Rice. 

"We look for innovative ideas that 
benefit a community," Le said. "But we 
also look for ideas that students show 
they are capable of executing." 

Owl List, proposed by Baker Col-
lege junior Violetta Krol and Will Rice 
College Senior Konrad Stoick, received 
$2,500 to provide an online source for 
Rice students to buy and sell goods like 
furniture on campus. 

"Owl List shows another side of the 
Envision Grant," Associate Director of 
Leadership Rice Dustin Peterson said. 
"It's a kind of business idea." 

McMurtry College freshman Eli 
Spector and Wiess College freshman 
Rohini Sigireddi's project "Rice Through 
the Decades", which received $650, has 
two parts: WikiRice, a Wikipedia-like 
website students can edit about Rice, 
and a series of Podcasts that will begin 
in Oct. this year, although the podcasts 
are not fully planned yet. WikiRice has 
already launched and Spector said it 
has taken off well. 

"We have 11,000 views with 10 per-
cent them making edits," Spector said. 
"We've had about 1,000 edits since the 
site opened about a month ago and have 
about 32 content pages." 

Sid Richardson college sophomore 
Rahul Rekhi's project RM1 received $450 
to work with students at underserved 
students. RM1 will allow those students 
to work on science, engineering and 
math research with Rice professors and 
graduate students while being men-
tored by an undergraduate student. 

"The idea for the RMI came about 
last fall, when Dr. Dereth Phillips of the 
Biochemistry and Cell Biology depart-
ment mentioned to me that there was 
no infrastructure in place to help set 
up high school students to work in Rice 
labs, despite high — and ever-increasing 
— demand," Rekhi said. 

Finally, Brown College seniors Pierre 
Elias and Ara Parsekian received $2,500 
for the National Conference on Student 
Taught Classes. The conference aims to 
improve STCs at Rice by communicat-
ing with peer institutes that offer similar 
programs like Brown University, Tufts 
University, UC Berkeley, University of 
Pittsbugh and University of Virginia. 

After the conference Elias said they 
will create a White Paper to advise uni-
versities on how to start, maintain and 
improve STC type programs. The confer-
ence will take place on April 8 and 9 and 
will feature Teach for America Vice Pres-
ident of University Partnerships Robert 
Lundin as a keynote speaker on the 
April 9. To attend the conference or the 
speech RSVP at http://bit.ly/eYHNOo. 

Around 20 proposals were submit-

Envision Grants 
Check out how these Rice students are using their 
Envision Grants to build a brighter future. 

OWL LIST - Violetta Krol and Konrad Stoick 

RICE THROUGH THE DECADES - Eli Spector and Rohini Sigireddi 

H M I 

RICE RE5EARCH MENTORING INITIATIVE - Rahul Rekhi 

'90s Pop Culture 

V / \ 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR STUDENT TAUGHT COURSES 

- Pierre Elias and Ara Paresekian 

ted for this year's grant. I>e said she and 
Peterson worked with the students to 
rewrite and resubmit their proposals so 
that they were more c'early outlined. 

Peterson said that all the recipients 
showed unique ideas that have po-
tential for emphasizing leadership on 

campus. However, Peterson said that 
students must develop that leadership 
and make the project work on their own. 

"leadership is about having a big 
idea and making sure it doesn't die on 
your bosses desk," Peterson said. "They 
have to make it happen." 

'EDUCATED | S T I G M A H U R T S I HOUSTONIANS* 

STIGMA STOPS 
WITH YOU cxfrrfrK.Tno. I ANTI-STIGMA 

STUDENTS* I oRG 
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Need for competition 
BY HENRY DENG 

4 ^ THRESHER STAFF 

As part of the Shell Distinguished 
Lecture Series, General Electric Com-
pany (GE) Chairman and CEO Jeffrey 
Immelt spoke on Wednesday at the 
James A. Baker III Institute about lay-

^ ing a blueprint for America to regain its 
competitiveness in the global market. 

Immelt, who leads President 
Barack Obama's Council on Jobs and 
Competitiveness, is working with oth-
er business leaders and economists to 
try to get Americans back to work and 
to strengthen the US economy. In his 

i r view, the past decade has been diffi-

cult for the US, but the global econo-
my has been reset, and Americans can 
succeed in the new environment. 

In order for the country to regain 
its competitiveness, Immelt said that 
lessons have to be learned from the 
past decade. There must be a balance 
between services and manufacturing, 
exports must increase to reduce the 
trade deficit and savings have to rise 
while keeping leverage in modera-
tion. Furthermore, the nation has to 
curve inequality and unemployment 

£ while reducing the budget deficit. 

As the CEO of the second-largest 
company in the world, Immelt said 
he feels that private enterprises have 
to push the drive for growth and be 
the impetus for change by exporting, 
innovating and manufacturing more. 

£ Immelt discussed key changes 
at GE, which included changing 50 
percent of its portfolio to become the 
world's largest infrastructure company 
in oil and gas, energy, aviation and 
health care. The company also tripled 
its investment in research and develop-

£ ment, dramatically increased its global 
footprint, and brought manufacturing 
plants and call centers back to the U.S. 

"I've never been more confident 
in GE's ability to compete in the 

^ global economy," Immelt said. "I'm 
^ privileged to lead GE, but I also know 
A that we've got a responsibility to the 
^ country that 's made it possible for GE 

to succeed." 
Immelt said that the President's 

Council has identified some focus 
areas to stimulate job growth and 

£ ensure American competitiveness. 
One of the most important areas was 
targeting small business, which he 
said has been a great engine to US 
economic growth. 

According to Immelt, the council 
has placed emphasis on improvement 

^ of education. In public schools, maths 
® and sciences need to grow stronger to 

generate innovation. In higher educa-
tion, US immigration policy must be 
reformed to incentivize bright foreign 
students to stay here after graduating. 
Immelt said that the council cited the 
need for more engineers and scientists 

9 in the US and was sponsoring a road-
map to create 10,000 more engineers 
every year. 

"Our universities are the best in 
the world," Immelt said. "But we are 
graduating more sports exercise ma-
jors than electrical engineers, and this 

H V TESTS 
ARE NOT FOR 

is not a formula for competitiveness." 
Finally, Immelt said that the council 

identified the need for the US to lead 
the world in exports again and not get 
left behind in trade. America must work 
hard to propose solutions to infrastruc-
ture, energy security and affordable 
health care, as these are pillars that 
help ensure long-term competitiveness. 
In terms of energy security, Immelt be-
lieves that investment in energy infra-
structure and R&D are the solutions. 

Immelt said that the council is fo-
cusing on investment in the US for job 
creation and competitiveness. While 
they do provide recommendations to 
President Obama, they also imple-
ment their ideas through 90-day in-
crements, such as in the effort to get 
10,000 more US engineers every year. 
Immelt said that they believe strongly 
in America's economic strength and 
ability. 

"The principles of capitalism, 
competitiveness, innovation, and 
free markets that have allowed Amer-
ica to succeed for generations can 
win again today," Immelt said. "But 
we must invest more of our capital 
in the American worker, particularly 
manufacturing. They' can compete. 
They just must be given the chance." 

Waseem Ahmad, a Brown College 
freshman, attended the lecture and 
thought the ideas presented were in-
teresting and applicable. 

"It was good to see that [Immelt] 
reinforced the notion of focusing 
more on science and math and that 
we need to export more, produce 
more, develop more rather than just 
going into financial and consumer 
services," Ahmad said. "It tells me as 
a student what I should be doing to 
improve the economy." 

Business graduate student Ra-
mesh Rajasekeran was amazed at 
how many topics Immelt covered and 
enjoyed listening to his ideas. 

"The one thing that I liked was the 
fact he said that there is no guarantee 
for security in the world, but there is 
opportunity," Rajasekeran said. "The 
most important thing for me was to 
get to listen to these types of leaders 
and try to understand what their per-
spectives are." 

Immelt holds an A.B. in Applied 
Mathematics from Dartmouth Col-
lege and an MBA from Harvard Busi-
ness School. He began his role as 
chairman and CEO of GE in Septem-
ber of 2001 and has been named one 
of the "World's Best CEO's" three 
times by Barron's. In January of 2011, 
President Obama appointed Immelt 
as the chair of the Council on Jobs 
and Competitiveness. 

Immelt said that the issues the US 
is facing are great challenges, but he 
remains optimistic for the future. 

"We have come to a difficult time 
as a country, but anger and cynicism 
don't create jobs," Immelt said. "Only 
optimists invest in the future. I know 
we can outwork and outsell anyone 
in the world, and in that way we can 
surpass our past accomplishments in 
the future." 

HIV 
THE POSITIVE. • AN OPEN DIALOGUE 

O NEW DEAN 
FROM PAGE 1 

MIT's School of Engineering has 
been ranked number one by U.S. News 
and World Report for all 22 years that 
Thomas has been on staff there. 

Carson said that the search com-
mittee in charge of finding a new en-
gineering dean was able to commu-
nicate very well and work together. 
The committee had a representative 
from every engineering department, 
one undergraduate student repre-
sentative and one graduate student 
representative. They began searching 
in August and submitted recommen-
dations to the president and provost 
around mid-December. 

"A really impressive slate of candi-
dates applied," Carson said. "We inter-
viewed 11 or 12, and they were all super. 
Rice would have been well served by 
any of them." 

Leebron said that applicants are 
drawn to the small size of Rice because 
there is more chance to make an impact 
and move forward. Thomas in particu-
lar stood out because he is an extraor-
dinarily distinguished scientist and has 
a strong track record as an academic 
leader. Leebron also said that Thomas' 
experience in research would help Rice 
continue its efforts to become a greater 
research institution. 

Thomas was MIT's Morris Cohen 
Professor of Materials Science and 
has collaborated on multiple research 
projects in areas such as photonics 

and nanostructure fabrication. He also 
founded MIT's Institute for Soldier 
Nanotechnologies in 2002 — an inter-
disciplinary research project involving 
more than 60 faculty members develop-
ing technologies like a device that can 
remotely detect TNT and lightweight 
gear to reduce soldiers' backpack loads. 

Leebron said that Thomas's years 
at MIT will help develop new ideas that 
will make Rice even better. 

"MIT is an extraordinary institu-
tion," Leebron said. "Rice is, too, 
but in a different way. We can benefit 
from the experiences of people from 
other great institutions." 

Because of the recognition these 
projects received from outside of MIT, 
Burrus said that Thomas's coming to 
Rice would catch attention. Jones Col-
lege freshman and chemical engineer-
ing student Cameron Smith agreed. 

"For Rice to be able to land a new 
dean of engineering with such an 
extensive background in research 
and such a successful career at MIT, 
it says a lot about the strength of 
[Rice's] engineering program both in 
the United States and internation-
ally," Smith said. 

Burrus said it will be good to see 
what ideas Thomas has that Rice hasn't 
had yet since he is coming from such a 
famous engineering institution. He said 
he hopes Thomas will help establish 
more large research centers at Rice with 

his experience from MIT. 
"We've had success with smaller 

research and individual grants," Bur-
rus said. "We've only had a few large 
research center grants." 

Provost McLendon said that Thom-
as will also help build on Rice's strong 
materials science research since he 
comes from an already impressive back-
ground in materials science. However, 
McLendon said that Thomas' overall 
knowledge of research will be an even 
greater asset to research at Rice. 

"It's the understanding he brings 
of how research is done at places like 
MIT," McLendon said. "We can com-
pare and contrast ways they do things 
and we do things." 

As interim dean, Burrus said that 
he has had very few difficulties with 
the position apart from getting to know 
new programs and staff since he was 
last dean — 1998 to 2005. Burrus had 
one piece of advice for Thomas. 

"Rice is not a miniature MIT," Bur-
rus said. "He should listen and leam 
what Rice is like — especially about 
what you don't find online." 

Leebron said that they are very ex-
cited about Thomas's coming to Rice 
and look forward to his input and lead-
ership in the engineering school. 

"We are really thrilled with the re-
sults of this search and excited to bring 
a leader with global standing to the uni-
versity," Leebron said. 

"Best Breakfast Taco!" 
Houston Press, 2006-2009 

"Best Taco!" (Taco Verde) 
Houston Press, Editor's Pick 

"Taco You Must Eat 
Before You Die!" 

S b H B f Texas Monthly (Lamb Barbacoa) 
hV 3704 Main Street near the HCC/Ensemble Light Rail Stop 

' tacosagogo.com | (71 3) 807.TACO (8226) 

r teach for test masters 
| D y n a m i c and Energetic Teachers wanted. Pay rate is $20 to $32 per hour. 1 
1 We provide all training. Emailyourresumetorice-jobs@testmasters.com. ^ 

mailto:Emailyourresumetorice-jobs@testmasters.com
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STORY BY ELLEN LIU 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

LAYOUT BY DAVE ROSALES 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

For those who cannot attend: 
An alternate, similar program 
called Admit Days is offered on 
three dates: April 13,15 and 18. 

Needed: As many volunteers 
and hosts as possible. Sign up 
at http://goo.gl/CRhfl or contact 
your Owl Days College Liaison to 
find out how else you can help. 

Y A 7 T T A r w i A two-day program including tours of the cam-
V V 1 1 1 pus, sitting in on classes, information sessions 

and panels , student-led activities and staying 
overnight in one of the residential colleges. 

WHEN April 7 - 8 (next Thursday and Friday) 

WHO 
WHY 

Over 1,000 cur ren t h igh school seniors w h o 
have b e e n admi t t ed into Rice. 

So admi t ted s tuden t s a n d their famil ies can 
get a closer look of life on campus . 

Three different perspectives on Owl Days 
Associate Director of Admission Fitima Jackson 
Who- A member of the Admission Office who works with the Student Admission Council to plan Owl Days. 

Bieeest - • . . • • • n r - "Owl Days is a very large event, so it's very difficult to find space for everyone. Once you 
S S t t a T i n t f t h e 500-to-yoo-people range for one event, [...) only a few rooms can hold that number of 
people, like the Shepherd School of Music, Tudor Field house and the Faculty Club. 

Martel College sophomore Ginny Johnson 

Who: A member of the Student Admission Council's Executive Board who helps plan the activities for Owl Days. 
Favorite part: "Meeting new and interesting people. It is always cool to see familiar faces matriculate the 
following fall, sometimes even prospies you hosted!" 
Least favorite part: "It is absolutely exhausting in combination with school work! I am sure 1 will be 
catching up on some much needed rest the weekend following Owl Days. It's exhaust ing because the SAC 
wants each and every prospective student to walk away with a realistic, accurate picture of Rice and how 
they can fit in here." 
Biggest challenge: "Having a little something for every type of personality. That is why we are trying to 
offer more evening activities than in previous years." 

Martel College sophomore Ben Chou 

Who: Current student who attended Owl Days before coming to Rice. 
Favorite part: "The socials at night. There was a pizza social at Lovett and ice cream in the RMC. I thought, 
'Wow, there's lots of free food. This is going to be awesome.'" 
Least favorite part: "The tours. Walking around in the heat was unbearable. 
Suggested improvements: "I'd make it more formalized in that we should incorporate more current student involve-
ment with the prospies, like having college governments or some large SA event to welcome them. Then, they'll think 
we really care because we're pulling the big guys out just to greet them, and we'll get a higher matriculation rate." 

Planned Activities 
Prospective s tudents will be 
al lowed to sit in on classes, and 
a group of residential college 
l ia isons are p lanning various 
college-specific activities. 

The Rice Philharmonics co-ed 
a cappe l la group (shown left) 
a n d improv comedy troupe 
Spon taneous Combustion (at 
right) will perform Thursday 
night , a n d a Club & Activities 
Fair will be held on Friday. 

*These events have not been finalized. 

E 
Eras 

Confidence in the world of finance. 

Change your world. Change your future. I 
m 

'WW 

Earn a Top-Ranked Tulane Master of Finance degree in 

Houston on weekends in just 14 months . 

Attend an Information Session 
Thursday April 14, 7:00 -B:30 pm or 
Wednesday May 18, 7:00 - 8:30 pm 

RSVP to www.Houston.Tulane.edu/rsvp 

Top-ranked f inance cur r i cu lum 
Classes begin in January 
A l te rnate weekends for 14 months 
Friday even ing & Saturday schedule 
Innovat ive f inance cur r i cu lum 
Tulane's t op f inance facu l ty 
Strong quan t i t a t i ve skills requi red 
Finance prerequis i tes not requi red 

0Tulane 
University 
1 KIT.MAN SCHOOL Ol BUSINESS 

H O U S T O N C A M P U S 
West Loop at San Fel ipe near the Gal ler ia 

713 -586 -6400 or 1 -866-Tu laneMBA 

www.Houston.Tulane.edu 
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I i fr 

I fr 

I * 

4» + 

41 • 

• 

1 4 - m o n t h Tulane Mas te r o f F inance deg ree also o f f e r e d at t he New Or leans Campus 

http://goo.gl/CRhfl
http://www.Houston.Tulane.edu/rsvp
http://www.Houston.Tulane.edu
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. ^ENTERTAINMENT 

KENSEY K I N G 
THRESHER STAFF 

With recent shows like West Side Story, 
Hello Hamlet! and The Pillowman, Wiess 
Tabletop Theater has managed to set a high 
bar for college theater . Their spr ing musical , 
Aida, unfor tuna te ly falls short of the compa-
ny 's u sua l bri l l iance. Aida lacks polish due to 
an ineffect ive suppor t ing cast , novice orches-
tra and poor cos tume design. 

The basic plot of Aida is reminiscent of 
Shakespeare ' s Romeo and Juliet, a l though it 
is set in a very dif ferent t ime and place. The 
open ing scene takes place ins ide a m u s e u m 
that bears Egyptian art i facts . A female pha-
raoh on display, Amneris, comes to life as she 
in t roduces the story and t r anspor t s the audi-
ence back to ancient Egypt. Returning from 
his expedi t ion in Nubia, Radames , cap ta in 
of the Egyptian army, meets a captive n a m e d 
Aida, and instant ly falls in love with her. 
Aida's t rue identi ty as the Nubian pr incess 

is revealed to the other Egyptian servants by 
Mereb, a former Nubian citizen. This causes 
conflict as Aida falls in 
love with Radames, the 
man responsible for the 
ens lavement of Nubian 
people. Radames faces 
problems of his own as his 
father, Zoser, reminds him 
that he is required to mar-
ry the Pharoah ' s daughter , 

Amneris, very soon even 
though his heart be longs 
to the slave, Aida. Unfortu-
nately, Aida and Radames ' 
secret affair is uncovered 
and they must choose be-
tween dea th or separa t ion . 

Since most of the story 
focuses on the love tri-
angle between Aida, Ra-
dames and Amneris, it is 
impor tan t to have solid actors a n d ta len ted 

Aida 

• * - f c • • 

Directed by: TJ Burteson, 
Erin Dahlstrom 
Now Playing: April 1-2, 
7-9 at 8 p.m., Wiess Col-
lege Commons 
Price: $5 students, $7 
faculty and staff, $10 
general 

singers for these roles, which the product ion 
did. Hanszen College sophomore , Christ ine 

Jeon, plays Aida and gives 
a wonder fu l vocal perfor-
mance . Jeon successful ly 
cap tu res Aida's inner 
struggle be tween the love 
for her peop le and for Ra-
d a m e s ons tage . 

Taking the lead male 
role, Brown College soph-
omore John Mendel l ' s 
voice is perfect for the 
role of Radames and al-
though he does not physi-
cally fit the descr ip t ion of 
an Egyptian war capta in , 
his power and author i ty 
is unden iab le . Even for 
seasoned actors, roman-
tic chemis t ry is chal leng-
ing to portray, but Men-

dell and Jeon m a n a g e to ignite a few sparks 

in their scenes together. Jones College junior 
and college thea ter veteran Lilla Pivnick 
gives ano the r rad ian t pe r fo rmance as she 
plays Amneris , t he misunders tood and un-
derapprec ia ted Egyptian Princess. Her songs, 
especially "My Strongest Sui t ," showcase her 
vocal and act ing ability. Pivnick definitely 
gives the s t rongest overall pe r formance in 
the show. 

Two facul ty members take the stage in this 
product ion . Wiess Master Mike Gustin plays 
the dying pha raoh and does a terrific job, add-
ing humor to the musical . Wiess Associate Vi-
vek Sarkar plays the King of Nubia, Amonasro, 
and while he is only in a couple of scenes, h?|S 
great execut ion. 

The rest of the cast members , however, 
prevent the show from reaching its full po-
tential . Aida fails to compensa t e for their 
small cast as the dance rout ines are s loppy 
and the s inging leaves someth ing to be de-
sired. Although the choreography in Aida is 

• see AIDA, page 14 
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Spelling Bee unusual, fun 
JOE DWYER 

THRESHER STAFF 

Rice Theater's production of 
The 25th Annual 
Putnam County 
Spelling Bee is 
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l 
and unusual in 
almost every as-
pect. It's a musi-
cal squeezed into 
a single act that 
runs a mere hour 
and a half with-
out a single scene 
change; yet even 
with this break-
neck pace, the 
viewer becomes 
acquainted with a 
disparate gang of 
middle schoolers 
all competing for 

spelling bee glory and the chance to 
continue to the national competition 
in Washington D.C. 

Even the stage setup is odd for a 

25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee 
• • • * * 

Directed by: Paul Hope 
Now Playing: April 1-2, 
7-9 at 8 p.m., April 3 at 
3 p.m., Hamman Hall 
Price: $5 students, $8 
faculty and staff, $10 
general 

musical, with the pit orchestra moved 
from the usual spot in front of or next 
to the stage onto the stage itself. This 
works surprisingly well, allowing for 

some humorous 
interaction be-
tween the actors 
and members of 
the pit, as well 
as serving the 
functional pur-
pose of reduc-
ing competition 
between instru-
ments and lyrics. 
It is a common 
problem with col-
lege theater and 
Rice Light Opera 
Society produc-
tions for the pit 
to drown out the 
cast, but this 
simple maneu-

ver — why more productions haven't 
done this in the past is beyond me — 
coupled with fantastic enunciation 

O see BEE, page 14 Liz Castillo and Matt Banks play students competing to be spelling bee champions in Rice Theater's new show. 

Original musical Cougar High, 

written and composed by Mar-

tel College junior Keith Alle-

gTetti. opens tomorrow at 8 p.m. " 

for $5. The plot revolves around 

Reggie, a fallen football captain 

with explosive diarrhea. 

COUGAR 

MCMURTRY 

COMMONS 

WWW.RICE.EDU 

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE 
Emily's picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston area, for this week. 

The Alley Theatre's newest pro-

duction, Amadeus, opens this 

weekend with special $10 perfor-

mance tomorrow at 12 p.m. This 

Tony award Winning thriller about 

the rival between composers Sa-

lieri and Mozart will surprise yoiL J 

ALLEY THEATSRFE 

615 TEXAS 

WWW.ALLEYTHEATRE.ORO 

AMADEUS 
Did you k n o w p o w w o w is two 

different words? I didn't ei-

ther! Learn about other cool 

Native American things at 

Rice's 13th Annual Pow Wow 

today at 6 p.m. Free tacos and 

T-shirts aw yeah! 

INTRAMURAL FIELDS 

BETWEEN AUTRY AND WIESS 

WWW.RICE.EDU 

POW wow 
Glam-pop /d i sco band the Scis-

sor Sisters are playing Monday 

at 9 p.m. at Warehouse Live for 

$27.50. This band is kind of bi-

zarre and their s o n g "Laura" 

w a s really popular for a short 

a m o u n t of t ime, remember? 

WAREHOUSE LIVE 

813 ST. EMANUEL 

WWW.WAREHOUSELIVE.COM 

SISTERS 

http://www.rice.edu
http://WWW.ALLEYTHEATRE.ORO
http://www.rice.edu
http://WWW.WAREHOUSELIVE.COM
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Classic Flicks: My Neighbor Totoro evocative of a simpler time 

i 

My Neighbor Totoro 

Director: Hayao Miyazaki 
Released: May 7,1993 

it 

Joseph AUencherril 

Why has animation been so popular these 
days? Recently, Avatar, a 3-D animation-heavy 
film about a planet 
of blue human-alien 
hybrids, became the 
highest grossing film 
of all time. Pixar, the 
studio that produced 
animated films such 
as Toy Story and Find-
ing Nemo, has also 
produced great com-
mercial successes 
worldwide. 

After re-watching 
Hayao Miyazaki's 
film My Neighbor To-
toro, I began to real-
ize just what it is that 
makes such films so 
successful. I don't be-
lieve the greatest ani-
mated films achieve 
such wide success 
with audiences sim-
ply because throngs 
of children drag their 
parents to the theaters 
to watch the same 
cutesy films featuring 
talking animals and 
beasts for the ump-
teenth time in a row. 

It's quite possible 
for one to mistake 
Miyazaki's films as 
manufactured for a 
juvenile audience (as 1 
did, once upon a time). 
In fact, to the superficial observer, Miyazaki's 

... Miyazaki's 
audience is com-
prised of adults 
whosecretly and 
thoroughly enjoy 
the opportunity 
to escape into a 
world free of 
work, stress and 
monotony. 

films might even appear 
to be spruced-up versions 
of childish entertainments 
like Yu-gi-oh or Digimon. 
Though some may beg to 
differ, I would venture that 
a good portion of Miyaza-
ki's audience is comprised 
of adults who secretly and 
thoroughly enjoy the op-

portunity to 
escape into a 
world that is 
free of work, 
stress and 
m o n o t o n y . 
And therein 
lies the ge-
nius of his 
films: They 
can simul-
t a n e o u s l y 
c a p t i v a t e 
children and 
e n c h a n t 
adults. 

S u m -
marizing a 
M i y a z a k i 
film is 
equivalent 
to sketch-
ing a simple portrait of what is a 
leally a complex composition of 
sight and sound. In My Neighbor 
Totoro, Tatsuo Kusakabe (voiced 
by Tim Daly, "The Sopranos"), 
university professor and his two 
young daughters, Satsuki (Da-
kota Fanning, I Am Sam) and Mei 
(Elle Fanning, Babel), move to a 
house in Japan's countryside so 
that they can live closer to their 
mother (Lea Salonga, Mulan), 

W who is recovering from an ill-
ness at a nearby hospital. Ac-
cording to neighbors, their new 

home is "haunted" — but not "haunted" in the 

Hayao Miyazaki's My Neighbor Totoro is one of the original films that sparked the animated movie craze. 

manner of an American horror flick. 
The storytelling conventions of Japanese 

master can appear foreign to westerners; for 
instance, villains rarely feature in Miyazaki's 
films. His films brim with sunny happiness and 
they embrace life: I can't help but recall the 
carefree innocence of childhood when watch-
ing this film. 

Furthermore, Miyazaki and his fellow ani-
mators at Studio Ghibli take their work quite 
seriously. Miyazaki himself meticulously draws 
tens of thousands of frames by hand, and — un-
like his American counterparts — did not add 
computers to his animation arsenal until 1997. 

It is difficult not to be tickled by the lovely, 
optimistic films of Miyazaki. His works com-
pleted with Studio Ghibli are worth watching 

at least once. 
His films have been delighting internation-

al audiences since the early 1970s, and they 
will continue to do so for current and future 
generations. I can confidently recommend 
Miyazaki's oeuvre: Castle in the Sky (1986), 
My Neighbor Totoro (1988), Kiki's Delivery Ser-
vice (1989), Princess Mononoke (1997), Spirited 
Away (2001), Howl's Moving Castle (2004), Po-
nyo (2008). Give them a try, and you may find 
yourself unable to do anything but smile, 
laugh and reminisce. 

Joseph AUencherril is a Will Rice College sopho-
more. Classic Flicks is a column reexamining 
and rediscovering the best that cinema has 
to offer. 

The Chelsea Grill 

Whether you're finishing up a all day study session, 
planning the perfect date, or just hanging out with friends, The Chelsea Grill 

offers modern, American food in a relaxed setting. Our dishes served will 
be enjoyed by everyone. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT / RICE UNIVERSITY AREA 
4621 Montrose Boulevard 
Houston, TX 77006-6132 

(713) 942-9857 
www.cheiseagri i l .com 

/<? w o r e frcw a t The Chelsea Gr i l l 

• • 

• • • • • 

• • 

$ 1 0 
ANY PURCHASE OF $20 OR MORE WITH THIS AD 

One coupon per visit per table. Present this coupon at time of purchase to receive discount off your purchase. Not valid 
with any other offer or discount. Not refundable or redeemable for cash. Excludes tax, alcohol, gratuity and purchase of 

gift cards. Valid for dine in only 

CREATE A WORLD 
WITHOUT 

STIGMA 

^ ^ w w w m 

LEARN 

ABOUT r i t I £ S H 
m I 

YOU MAY HAVE 

NOTICED 
THESE BLACK 
SQUARES 

http://www.cheiseagriil.com
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New adaptation of Jane Eyre beautiful, haunting 
AAREN PASTOR 

FOR THE THRESHER 

Eerie music parallels a trembling 
camera shot of a heaving gate; it seems 
as if the viewer's own feet are rising 
and falling over the moor. In the open-
ing moments of Jane Eyre the audience 
is Jane Eyre, experiencing her escape 
from Mr. Rochester's estate after learn-
ing about the mad wife he keeps locked 
and hidden on the third floor. 

Jane Eyre 

Starring: Mia Wasikowska, 
Michael Fassbender 
Rated: PG-13 
Released: March 11 

And so, with the flurry of Jane's exo-
dus once more into the bitter wilds of 
the world, director Cary Joji Fukunaga's 
(Sin Nombre) stunning adaptation of 
the Charlotte Bronte classic Jane Eyre 
begins. Not a prototypical stuffy Victo-
rian literature novel awkwardly trans-
posed into film, Jane Eyre is a nuanced 
portrait, tautly exploring both the ro-
manticist and Gothic elements evident 
in the text. 

Fukunaga weaves a compelling nar-
rative, utilizing flashbacks from Jane's 
present situation at the Rivers' estate to 
explore her childhood and tenure as a 
governess. In revealing Jane's "tale of 
woe" using such a fluid timeline, the 
audience is kept awake and curious. 

Mia Wasikowska (Alice in Won-
derland) is haunting as Jane Eyre, the 
"small and plain" governess and au-
tobiographer. Jamie Bell (Billy Elliot) 
charms as St. John Rivers, who seems to 
harbor a secret affection for Jane even 
as he tries to bulldoze her into becom-
ing his missionary wife. 

In a departure from the text's de-
scription of a cold and calculating rec-
tor later revealed to be Jane's cousin, 
Bell plays Rivers with a twinkle and 
dash of narvete, and the Rivers family 
claims no relation to Jane. Dame Judi 
Dench (Nine) forces a bumbling and un-
convincing nature onto the character of 
Mrs. Fairfax, though as a stout English 
matron she provides some comic relief 
in her reactions to the coquetry of Jane's 
French pupil Adele. Michael Fass-
bender (300) is perfect as Rochester: 
glowering, moody, relatively unknown 
and definitively not a Hollywood 
pretty boy. 

Fukunaga's adaptation highlights 
the proto-feminist element of Jane Eyre, 
in its exploration of Jane's journey 
to independence (culminating in the 
novel with her inheritance of wealth). 
Indeed, Jane remarks to Mrs. Fairfax 

Ji 

Mia Wasikowska, as Jane Eyre, and Michael Fassbender, as Mr. Rochester, shine as romantic foils in Cary Fukunaga's adaptation of the classic novel. 

at one point that it "pains [her] to agi-
tation that the horizon is so limited " 
Jane yearns for an independent, secure 
place in the world she can claim as her 
own, where she no longer needs to hide 
behind the curtains from her cousin or 
fear the confines of the dreaded Red 
Room, where her aunt locks her up. 

In the witty repartee in which Jane 
and Rochester engage, Fukunaga cap-
tures the fighting spirit in the otherwise 
demure governess, giving her the tenac-
ity and spirit that set her apart from the 
vapid, shallow women in the film. 

Jane boldly informs Rochester she 
certainly does not consider him hand-
some and candidly remarks that, al-
though some might submit to anything 
for a salary, she has standards. Jane has 
an identity, and although she works as 
a governess, she will not degrade her-
self to Rochester with false praise. 

Though at times the repressed Vic-
torian state of the characters is too 
controlled and the actors come across 
as emotionless and flat, the injections 
of humor and interwoven vignettes of 
Jane's life keep the film flowing. 

Additionally, Bertha Mason, the 
mad wife of Rochester played by Valen-
tina Cervi (The Portrait of a Lady), is left 
completely undeveloped. Her presence 
is the motive for Jane's abandonment of 

Rochester, yet her story and moralistic 
fall into the vices of lust and alcohol, 
are left completely untapped. She rep-
resents a truly Gothic character of hor-
ror, and Fukunaga neglects to utilize 

her to advance the darker undertones 
of the novel. 

Ultimately, however, Fukunaga 
delivers a powerful film: dove-tailing 
the Gothic and Romantic into a nu-

anced study of a woman's journey 
of independence and her redemptive 
love. Jane Eyre is a well executed and 
modern approach to one of the most 
important novels of the 19th century. 

ESTABLISHED Id CHARLESTON, IL 

IN 19&3 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA 

AND GENEfiAL DATING ABILITY. 

"TESTED I *AWARE 

8" SUB SANDWICHES 
t i l of my tasty sa l sandwiches are a full 8 inches of 
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest 
meats ft cheese I can hay! l i d if i t matters to you. 
we slice everything fresh everyday in this stare, right 
here where yen can see i t . (Na mystery meat here!) 

#1 PEPE* 
Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese 
garnished with lat t ice, tomate. and maye. 

# 2 6 1 6 JOHN"" 
Medium rare chaice roast baaf. topped with 
yummy mayo, lettace. and tomaia. 

# 3 TOTALLY T U N A * 
Fresh heusemade tuna, miied with calery. aniens. 
and our tasty saace. then tapped with alfalfa sprauts. 
cocamher. lettace. and tomata. (My tana roths!) 

# 4 TURKEY T O M * 
Fresh sliced tarkey breast, tapped with lettuce. 
tomato, alfalfa sprauts. aad mayo. (The origiaal) 

# 5 V I T O * 
The original Italian sab with genoa salami, prevelone. 
capicola. onian. lettace. tomata. ft a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot poppers by reqaest) 

# 6 VEGETARIAN $ 
Layers al provolone cheese separated by real 
avocado spread, all i f f a sprouts, sliced cacanbor. 
lettuce, tamato. and maya. (Traly a gourmet sub not 
far vegetarians oaly peace did«!) 

J . J . B . L X * 
lacan. lettace. tomato. ft mayo. j K g d R i 
(The only batter I IT is mama's I I I ) 

• SIDES • 
* Soda Fop $1.34/51.49 

* Ciant chocolate chip ot oatmeal raisin caokie . . $1 50 

* leal potato chips or jambo kosher dill p i c k l e — $1 20 

* Extra load of meat SI 50 

* Eltta cheese ar e i t ra avocado spread $0 75 

* Mat Peppers Free 

I O N * , 

WW 
Since • • 19 S3 
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OK, JO MY SUBS REALLY AREITT GOURMET AND 
WE'RE MOT FRENCH EITHCt. MY SUBS JUST TASTE 
A LITTLE BETTER. THAT'S ALL! I WANTED TO 
CALL IT JIMMY JOHN'S TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT 
MY MOM TOU) Ml TO STICK WITH GOURMET. 
SHE THINKS WHATEVER I DO IS GOURMET, BUT 
I DON'T THINK EITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT IT 
MEANS. SO LETS STICK WITH TASTY! 

Corporate Headqaarters Champaign. I I 

PLAIN SUMS' 
lay Sab minus the veggies and sauce 

S L I M 1 Nam ft cheese 

S L I M 2 loas t lec f 

S L I M 3 Tana salad 

S L I M 4 Tarkey breast 

S L I M 5 Salami, capicala. cheese 

S L I M 6 louble provolone 

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap 

cQDtnsasfP 
Same ingredients and price of the 

sub er club without the bread. 

BOX IUHCHIS. HATTERS. FMRTItSI 
DEIIVERY MOCRS will include a delivery 

charge of 41c per Item ( • / - i t c i . 

* * J I M M Y J 0 H N S . C 0 M * * 

V T . S O 

FBEEBIES (SUBS t CLUBS ONLY) 

Inion. lettuce, allalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced 
cucumber. Dijon mastard. ail ft vinegar, and oregane. 

THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN" 

This sandwich was inventod hy 
Jimmy John's brother Heey. It's huge 
enough to leed the haagriest of all 
humans' Tans of genoa salami, sliced 
smoked ham. capicola. roast beef, 
turkey t pravoione. jammed into 
one of our homemade French buns 
then smothered with onions, mayo, 
lettace. temaio. ft oar homemade 
Italian dressing 

_As.so\ 
GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES 
My dab sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
00 my fresh baked thick sliced /g ra in bread or my famous 
homemade french bread! 

#7 GOURMET SMOKED MAM CLUB 
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham. 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, ft real mayo! 

# 8 BILLY CLUB* 
Choice roast heel, smoked ham. provolone cheese. 
Dijon mustard, lettace. tomato, ft mayo. 

# 9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB* 
leal genoa salami. Italian capicola. snoked ham. 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettace. tomato, 
onion, mayo, and ear homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(Tea hav'ta order hot peppers, jest ask!) 

# 1 0 HUNTER'S CLUB* 
1 lull 1/4 pound ol fresh sHced medium rare 
roast beef, provolone. lettuce, tomato, ft mayo. 

#11 COUNTRY CLUB* 
Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked bam. 
provolone. and tans al lettace. tomato, and maya! 
( I very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!) 

#12 BEACH CLUB* ® 
Fresh baked t i rhey breast, provoloae cheese, avocade 
spread, sliced cacambet. sproats. lettuce, tamato. aad 
mayo! ( i t 's the real deal, and it ain't even California.) 

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB* 
loahle provolone. real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettace. tomata. ft maya 
(Try it on my / grain whale wheat bread. This veggie 
sandwich is world class!) 

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB* 
loast beel. tarkey breast, lettoce. tomato, ft mayo 
I n American classic, certainly not inventod by J.J. bat 
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection! 

#15 CLUB TUNA* 
The same as oar #3 Totally Tuaa eicept this one has 
a lot mere. Fresh hoosemade tana salad, provolone. 
sprouts, cucumber, iet tact. ft tomate. 

#16 CLUB LULU* 
Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tamato. 
ft mayo. (JJ's eriginal turkey ft hacoa club) 

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER1" 
lea l applewood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato ft mayo, what could he better! 

YOU* 'COMPASSIONATE W E DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK 
HOUSTON 2401 W. HOLCOMBE BLVD. 713.741. 

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" 
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Vinyl: Portishead's trip-hop synthesis ° a i d a 

Siegfried Bilstein 
mm 

It took a while to get there, but by 
the late '8os hip-hop had cemented 
its place into mainstream American 
consciousness. Rap music was ev-
erywhere, from the pop charts with 
MC Hammer to the underground with 
alternative groups like The Pharcyde. 
Naturally, as what happens with most 
genres (think punk or blues music), 
the movement transformed into a 
genre, splintering into categories like 
alternative, gangsta or pop-rap. Even 
though hip-hop as a unified cultural 
movement no longer existed, this lev-
el of development opened the doors 
for artists of different traditions to ex-
periment with hip-hop's fundamental 
ideas. While some '80s bands, like 
Blondie and the Clash, did incorpo-
rate aspects of hip-hop into their mu-
sic, it wasn't until the '90s that growth 
of fusion cross-genre bands really 
picked up. 

Some obvious spin-offs are bands 
like Rage Against The Machine and 
The Red Hot Chili Peppers. While 
they are arguably the most success-
ful, these bands are representative of 
a very popular Los Angeles aesthetic 
at the time: occasional rapping and 
singing accompanied by heavy bass 
lines and hip-hop drums. Electronic 
music took a note of hip-hop also; the 
Chemical Brothers, Prodigy and other 
artists of the nascent big beat genre 
took the hip-hop notion of a break-
beat to the extreme. 

Trip-hop, a rap-free fusion of 
hip-hop sampling and sultry female 
vocals, was also born in this era. Por-
tishead, a British band from Bristol, 

helped propel trip-hop to the popular 
consciousness. Their music integrates 
all of the necessary elements of hip-
hop with expert execution. 

Trip-hop is a slowed down, mel-
ancholic reinterpretation of American 
hip-hop that was pioneered by Brit-
ish kids in the '90s. Similar to when 
they showed us in the '60s that they 
could play our poverty-inspired blues 
better than we could, British DJs and 
musicians took sample-based hip-
hop and threw in guitars, bass and 
some (usually female) vocals. While 
in their later years they would venture 
out into other musical territories, Por-
tishead's 1994 debut album Dummy is 
an excellent example of the trip-hop 
aesthetic. 

ti 

... Portishead's 
1994 debut album 
Dummy is an ex-
cellent example of 
the trip-hop 
aesthetic. 

99 

In album opener "Mysterons," 
turntable scratching, snare rolls and 
heavy backbeats blend in well with 
the more traditional and dark guitar 
and bass work. Throw in some eerie 
atmospheric sounds and vocalist Beth 
Gibbons' longing voice and you have 
a track that somehow takes the fun 
out of hip-hop and replaces it with a 
gloomy beauty that is just as satisfy-
ing. Most of the album proceeds in the 
same way, with Gibbons' voice carry-
ing a desperate angst supported by 

synthesizers,samples and beautiful 
guitar work. Gibbons really drives the 
band; if it wasn't for her bossa nova-
like stylings on "It Could Be Sweet," 
the beat would have been simply a ge-
neric weed rap. While every song on 
the album is an excellent listen, they 
sound similar, with varying ratios of 
guitar to vocals to electronics. 

Trip-hop exists in a strange place: 
Situated somewhere in between hip-
hop and electronica with a post-punk 
attitude, it's difficult to imagine un-
til you listen to it. The slowed-down 
beats are reminiscent of reggae, and 
were probably heavily influenced by 
the large Caribbean population in 
England. There isn't anything rough 
or signifying about trip-hop; its music 
merely represents a strictly British re-
tooling of American beats in the con-
text of a vibrant electronic scene. Brit-
ish music critic Simon Reynolds once 
said the genre was "merely a form of 
gentrification." However, trip-hop's 
lovely aesthetic, presented so well 
by Portishead's Dummy, forgives the 
lack of substance. 

Portishead entered the main-
stream with their big hit "Sour 
Times." The song managed to chart 
at number 53 on Billboard's Hot 100, 
and its unsettling metallic rattling 
and disarming bass line would go on 
to garner a sample backing a Big Boi 
verse on Girl Talk's recently popular 
"Jump On Stage." While trip-hop nev-
er achieved the success or notoriety 
of its cousin genres like rap-rock, it 
is a great example of hip-hop's effect 
on other kinds of music, and Portis-
head 's debut Dummy serves as a great 
introduction. 

Siegfried Bilstein is a W/ess College se-
nior. Vinyl revisits classic music that is 
relevent to today's audience. 
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simple, the cast consis tent-
ly has poor execution and 
only the choreographer herself , Wi-
ess junior Jessica Manriquez, can 
move through any given number 
smoothly. The reprise of the song 
"How I Know You" has a few kinks to 
work out as Mereb, played by Martel 
College sophomore Kaio Ferreira, 
jumps a round keys, trying to f ind 
the right notes. Jones sophomore 
Carter Spires performs slightly 
bet ter t han Ferreira but sadly is 
d rowned out by the booming or-
ches t ra . The background singing 
in the show, especially in "Another 
Pyramid" and "The Gods Love Nu-
bia ," lacks harmony and unity. 

Wiess Tabletop struggles every 
year with the design of the college's 
commons to find the best p lace to 
put the orchestra . This year, the 
commons won as the orches t ra , di-
rected by McMurtry College junior 
Robyn Moscowitz, muff les out the 
ac tors ' a t t empts to be heard by the 
audience . 

Even with microphones , the 
aud ience struggles to hear several 
songs, especially dur ing composer 
Elton John's s ignature u p b e a t se-
quences . When the orches t ra is 
not overpowering the ac t ion on the 

• BEE 

HIV • • • V I 

AN OPEN DIALOGUE 

s tage, it s t ruggles with t iming a n d 
keys. Through several of the big 
n u m b e r s the woodwind and str ing 
sec t ions c lash and a sha rp key 
ch imes over the rest of the orches-
tra , de t rac t ing from the score while 
a lso depriving the poor vocalist 
suppor t . 

The stage, des igned by direc-
tor and Wiess junior TJ Burleson, 
is very fi t t ing for the musica l , with 
scenic pyramids in the background 
a n d a t r iangular shaped stage. The 
red cur ta ins a lso are a nice touch, 
he lp ing d is t inguish scene changes 
wi thout requir ing awkward breaks 
in the show. 

Technically, the show hov-
ers a round average for college 
theater , except of course for the 
aud ience ' s inabil i ty to hear the 
charac te rs . The cos tumes were 
also highly d i sappo in t ing as most 
of them lacked any Egyptian de-
sign, inhibi t ing the suspens ion 
of disbelief . 

Wiess Tabletop fails to deliver 
the usual ly well-executed musi-
cal with Aida. The three leads, 
Jeon, Mendell and Pivnick, all 
give solid pe r fo rmances but are 
unab le to save the show from its 
subpa r quali ty. 

FROM PAGE 11 

and projection on the part of the cast 
members resulted in each musical 
number coming across crystal clear. 

Putnam County's simple plot is 
complemented by a small but ex-
tremely strong cast of characters, 
each with their own memorable 
quirks and traits. William Barfee, mo-
rosely played by McMurtry College 
junior Matt Banks, has a hilariously 
heavy lisp and relies on his "magic 
foot" to help him spell out each word 
as he dances across the stage. Wiess 
College sophomore Jordan Bunch 
takes on the role of Leaf Coneybear, 
an airheaded second runner-up from 
his district's spelling bee who makes 
his own clothes and is only appearing 
at the Putnam County Bee on account 
of the winner and first runner-up from 
his district being unable to attend be-
cause of a bar mitzvah. Liz Castillo, 
a Wiess junior, turns in an especially 
strong performance as the cheery and 
optimistic Olive Ostrovsky, whose 
parents ' noticeable absence at the 
bee reveals other problems at home. 
Sid Richardson College sophomore 
Adrien Pellerin plays the over-excited 
incumbent bee champion Chip Tolen-
tino, while fellow Sid freshman Alli-
son Raven puts on the role of Logainne 
Schwartzandgrubenniere, a goody 
two-shoes with a lisp trying to come 
to grips with the fact that she has two 
fathers. Hanszen College freshman 
Michael Hollis and Sid freshman An-
nie Kuhl round out the undergradu-
ate portion of the cast as the eas-
ily irritated Vice Principal Douglas 
Panch and former bee champion and 
successful realtor Rona Peretti, the 
bee's hosts. 

Texas State University gradu-
ate Chioke Coreathers plays the role 
of Mitch Mahoney, a parolee whose 
"comfort counselor" community ser-
vice appointment requires him to 
dole out juice boxes and hugs to the 
eliminated contestants in an effort to 
feel better. Shepherd School of Music 
graduate student Avi DePano plays 
contestant Marcy Park, under heavy 
pressure to win and succeed in every-

thing at life. 
As an ensemble, the cast cap-

tured perfectly the energy and ex-
ci tement of young middle schoolers, 
and their exaggerated costumes, 
designed by University of Houston 
graduate s tudent Claire Hummel, 
helped them look convincingly like 
carefree children instead of over-
worked college s tudents . In fact, the 
costumes went a long way to helping 
define and characterize each role: 
Leaf Coneybear wears a patchwork 
pair of jeans and a towel for a cape, 
while William Barfee sports taped 
glasses, argyle socks and black and 
white dress shoes. 

The stage design and lighting, 
done by Matt Schlief and Jones Col-
lege senior Helen Shaw, are fantastic 
— the stage nails the look of a school 
gymnasium down to the basketball 
hook and climbing room while the 
lights accent moods during musical 
numbers and help clearly delineate 
asides or flashbacks into the bee par-
t icipants ' lives. 

And tha t ' s where the play suc-
ceeds — the as ides and f lashbacks 
turn an ordinary story about chil-
dren compet ing in a spell ing bee 
into a deeper narrat ive about the 
background of each child and 
what causes them to act the way 
they do. It may be because they 've 
never been allowed to perform to 
anyth ing less than the highest ex-
pecta t ions , or because their pea-
nut allergy caused them to lose 
last year ' s bee, or that their par-
en ts don' t want anyth ing except a 
"winner , " but these un ique anec-
dotes keep the play moving a long 
and prevent it from becoming flat 
and superf ic ia l . 

The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee is a fantas t ic musical , a 
h i lar ious comedy and a d a m n good 
show fea tur ing top-notch act ing 
and music, a long with a little audi-
ence in teract ion as well. If you've 
never made it out to Hamman Hall 
for a Rice Theater product ion , 
there ' s no bet ter t ime than now. 

STIGMA STOPS 
WITH YOU 
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Whitehead rolls to first career tournament victory 
Golf finishes fourth in Laredo behind lowest single-round team score in school history 

by Paul Fitzgerald 
THRESHER STAFF 

With seven t o p - i o f i n i shes in 
the year, i nc lud ing a s e c o n d p lace 
f in ish aga ins t a s t acked field at the 
recent Duck Inv i ta t iona l on Mar. 21-
22, senior Michael W h i t e h e a d was 
bound to b r eak t h rough at s o m e 
point . That po in t c a m e on Sa tu rday 
at the 60 th Border Olympics in Lar-
edo, w h e n W h i t e h e a d f in i shed with 
a f ina l - round 62 for his f irst colle-
giate victory. 

Prior to the golf team's trip to the 
Border Olympics, the Owls ventured 
up to Eugene, Ore. to face off against 
a field that included perennial power 
No. 1 Oklahoma State University, 
as well as a host of PAC-10 schools. 
While Rice finished near the bottom 
of the leaderboard due to a disap-
pointing opening round, Whitehead 
finished with a final-round 66, the 
low round of the day, to tie for sec-
ond with Oregon State University's 
Alex Moore. University of Washing-
ton's Chris Williams took the indi-
vidual title, with Moore and Williams 
ranked among the top 100 collegiate 

golfers. While Whitehead's finish in 
Eugene definitely contributed to his 
outs tanding performance in Laredo, 
Head Coach Drew Scott (Wiess *98) 
thought his season-long performance 
has led up to this point. 

"It 's just been a continual momen-
tum stream since the second event of 
the year," Scott said. "He really went 
down to Laredo looking to step it up 
and not leave anything out there. 

Following his strong finish in 
Eugene, Whitehead opened the Bor-
der Olympics with a 68, putt ing him 
near the top of the leaderboard. The 
Sugar Land native then finished Fri-
day's second round with a 67. While 
a cumulative score of nine-under par 
through two rounds of play would 
most likely lead, University of Arkan-
sas ' Sebastian Cappelen had other 
ideas. Cappelen shot 69-64 and lead 
Whitehead by two strokes heading 
into Saturday's final round. 

While Whitehead was playing 
strongly, the Owls were receiving 
contr ibut ions from the remaining 
team members as well. Freshman 
Jeff Wibawa shot 72 and 73 in the 
first and second rounds, respective-

ly, while junior Erik Mayer posted his 
lowest round of the year, a second-
round 69. Wibawa would go on to 
finish in a tie for 21st, while Meyer's 
three-round score of 220 would put 
him in a tie for 25th. 

The Owls would cont inue their 
s trong play dur ing Saturday ' s final 
round, posting a team score of 274, 
the lowest single round score in 
Rice golf history. Wibawa and fellow 
f reshman Chris Contreras posted 
matching three-under 69s, while 
sophomore Brock Wilson pitched in 
with a two-over 74. Contreras fin-
ished in a tie for 67th, while Wilson 
finished tied for 75th. 

Yet it was Whitehead who once 
again led the charge for Rice with a 
final-round 62, setting a course re-
cord at Laredo Country Club by re-
cording 10 birdies and no bogeys to 
stave off Cappelen, who finished with 
a final-round 66. Whitehead finished 
two shots clear of Cappelen and eight 
shots ahead of the third-place finish-
ers, Baylor University's Joakim Mik-
kelsen and New Mexico State Univer-
sity's Timothy Madigan. Whitehead 
cited his past runner-up finishes as 

allowing him to notch his first career 
victory. 

"In the past , whenever I got into 
the lead, I'd stop focusing on my 
game and start focusing on the lead," 
Whitehead said. "In Laredo, I was 
able to control my temperament a 
bit more and really focused on what 
I was trying to do, which was win." 

Whi tehead ' s 62 also set the Rice 
record for lowest score in a single 
round , enabl ing Rice to finish four th 
in a field that featured five of the 
top 50 teams in the country. The 
four th place finish gives the Owls a 
ton of m o m e n t u m head ing into The 
Bankcorp South Intercollegiate in 
Madison, Miss. Coach Scott thought 
the team's per formance could be a 
game-changer dur ing the team's fi-
nal two events. 

"Our finish that last day was noth-
ing short of miraculous and was re-
ally a huge team effort," Coach Scott 
said. "Ole Miss won't be as deep as 
Border, and conference will only have 
II teams, but they definitely changed 
our mindset in Laredo, and they're 
looking to contend." 

The Bankcorp South Intercolle-

giate is hosted by the University of 
Mississippi and will feature a number 
of Southeastern Conference schools 
that will provide Whitehead and Rice 
with a stiff test. The event will be the 
team's f inal regular s ea son event 
be fore t ravel ing to Texarkana , Ark. 
for t he Conference USA Champion-
sh ip in t he la t ter half of April. With 
only two even ts left in his Rice ca-
reer, it may be t ime to s tar t th ink-
ing abou t W h i t e h e a d ' s p lace in Rice 
golf history. Whi t ehead , however , 
r e fu se s to give himself the t i t le of 
Rice's greates t golfer. 

"Chris Brown [Brown '10] won 
two tou rnamen t s his senior year, 
while Brad Lardon (Lovett '88) m a d e 
it all the way to the PGA Tour," 
Whi tehead said. 

Yet the presence of the remaining 
two events, plus a certain appea rance 
at NCAA Regionals, will give White-
head the opportuni ty to establish 
himself as the greatest Rice golfer. 
However, Brown holds a different 
opinion than his former teammate . 

"Well, I guess I only held the title 
of Rice's greatest golfer for one year," 
Brown said. 

Men's track right at home during Lopez Classic 
by Jonathan Myers 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With the outdoor season merely 
three weeks old, one could have easily 
expected some rust on the men's track 

(p team at the 29th Victor Ix>pez Classic-
held at Holloway Field and Ley Track 

ff last Friday and Saturday. But just by 
glancing at the results from the meet, 
it's clear that any growing pains didn't 
bother the Owls. Headlining the efforts 
of the team was junior Alex Zinchenko's 
personal best of 17.15 meters (56 feet, 
3.25 inches) in the shot put that gave 
him a third-place finish in the event. 
After setting a previous best of 16.80 
meters (55 feet, 1.5 inches) the week be-
fore at the Shirley Crowe Multi-Events, 
Zinchenko attributed the help of his 
coaches to allow him to break his own 
mark just a week later. 

"My coach did a great job with 
t ra ining, and i t 's very nice to be 
able to c o m p e t e in a meet here at 
Rice," Z inchenko sa id . 

Addit ionally, Z inchenko placed 
18th in the d i s c u s with a top throw 
of 42.29 me te r s (138 feet , n i n e inch-
es), whi le r edsh i r t s o p h o m o r e Jack 
Spinks th rew for 35.88 me te r s (117 
feet, eight inches ) , which was good 
enough for 29th p lace . Head Coach 
Jon Warren (Jones '88) t a lked abou t 
Spinks ' role wi th the t eam. 

"Jack 's c o m i n g off his leg injury, 
so we'l l hold off on the high jump 
for him for a little whi le , " Warren 
said . "But we ' re in te res ted in see-
ing him in even t s like the 4 0 0 meter 
d a s h and the javelin, too ." 

Con t inu ing with t he field 
events , sen ior Will Meyers a n d red-
shir t f r e s h m a n Nick Will iams com-
peted in t he h a m m e r throw, throw-
ing for 42.43 mete r s (139 feet , two 
inches) a n d 40 .88 mete r s (134 feet , 
o n e inch) , respectively. 

As Warren men t ioned , Spinks 
threw the javelin on Saturday, plac-
ing n in th with a throw of 44.98 
meters (147 feet , seven inches) . 
His usua l event , the h igh jump, 
had s o p h o m o r e s Ikechi N n a m a n i 
and Tyler Wiest a long with redsh i r t 
s o p h o m o r e Clayton Chaney par-
t ic ipat ing for Rice, with N n a m a n i 
reaching a height of 2.05 mete r s 
(6 feet , 8.75 inches) to g rab f i f th 
p lace whi le Wiest took n in th p lace 
af ter jumping 1.95 mete r s (6 feet , 
4.75 inches) . Chaney was 13th af ter 
having a top jump of 1.90 mete r s (6 
feet , 2.75 inches) . 

The long jump saw a n o t h e r f i f th 
p lace f inish for Rice as f r e s h m a n 
Justin Gross jumped 7.25 mete r s 
(23 feet, 9.5 inches) , whi le senior 
Ugo Nduaguba and f r e s h m a n Ben 
Pressley jumped 6.91 mete r s (22 
feet , eight inches) and 6.25 mete r s 
(20 feet, 6.25 inches) to c a p t u r e 13th 
and 24th place, respectively. Ndu 
aguba a lso picked u p third p lace 
in the tr iple jump, his best event , 
with a j ump of 14.51 mete r s (47 feet , 
7.25 inches) . The Rice pole vaul te rs 
f in i shed n in th th rough 11th, wi th 
s o p h o m o r e Alec Hsu out for the 
season with an und isc losed injury. 
Seniors Garrett Stafford and Phil ip 
Adam both had marks of 4 .40 me-
ters (14 feet , 5-25 inches) , whi le 
Chaney vaul ted 4.25 mete r s (13 feet , 
11.25 inches). 

Warren talked about Chaney's par-
ticipation in so many different events. 

"We d i d n ' t have t h e d e c a t h -
lon at t h i s m e e t , so we t r ied to 
get Clayton involved in a s m a n y 
of the e v e n t s in t he d e c a t h l o n a s 
p o s s i b l e , " War ren s a i d . 

Turning to the even ts on the 
track, the shor t d i s t ance events did 
not provide stellar resul ts for Rice, 
with f r e shman Will Beasley f in ish-

ing 14th in the 100-meter d a s h , 
a n d Pressley and s o p h o m o r e Dylan 
Bradley placing 15th and 37th in 
the 200-mete r d a s h , respect ive ly . 
Senior Jacob Owolabi h a d a ca ree r 
day in t he 4 0 0 meter d a s h , f in i sh -
ing f o u r t h wi th a t ime of 48.54 
s e c o n d s , whi le jun ior Dan Sloat 
ran an impress ive 1:52.73 in t he 
800 -me te r run to t ake n i n t h p l ace . 
The 1,500 mete r r u n f e a t u r e d 
s o p h o m o r e Alex Weinhe imer tak-
ing 11th p lace a f t e r r u n n i n g the 
event in 3:55.52. The 3 ,000-me te r 
s t e e p l e c h a s e saw redsh i r t s o p h o -
more James L lamas f in i sh f o u r t h , 
whi le f r e s h m e n Travis Rober t s 
and Wyatt Doop c locked t imes of 
9:51 a n d 10:00 to f in i sh e igh th a n d 
n in th , respect ively. Warren s p o k e 
a b o u t the f r e s h m e n a d j u s t i n g to a 
new event in thei r r eper to i re . 

"Generally, the s t eep lechase 
isn't an event at high school 
meets , and Travis had only run it 
a few times, while Wyatt had only 
jumped over water in pract ice th ree 
t imes ," Warren said . "So they really 
r e sponded to the cha l l enge wel l ." 

Senior Michael Trejo was fourth 
in the 5,000-meter run, whilered-
shirt f reshman Anthony Lauriello 
was 35th. The 110-meter hurdles saw 
junior Lee Johnson and Pressley fin-
ished sixth and thirteenth with times 
of 15.49 seconds and 16.23 seconds, 
respectively. Junior Collin Shurbet 
and senior Connor Hayes finished 
28 hundredths of a second apart in 
the 400-meter hurdles to bring home 
third and fourth places, respectively. 
The 4x400 squad of Chaney, Adam, 
Sloat and Owolabi got f i f th w i th a 
t ime of 3:18.28. 

The t e a m will t rave l to Nacog-
d o c h e s , Texas to c o m p e t e a t t h e 
S t e p h e n F. Aus t in Univers i ty Invi-
t a t i o n a l t omor row . 

Sophomore Clayton Chaney pole vaults at last week's Victor Lopez Clas-

sic at Holloway Field. The Owts' next event is tomorrow at the Stephen F. 

Austin Invitational held in Nacogdoches, TX. 

OWLOOK 
This Week in Sports 

Friday, Apr. 1 
Baseball vs. Marshall 

6:30 p.m. - Reckling Park 

Saturday, Apr. 2 
Baseball vs. Marshall 
1 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Men's Tennis at Texas 
1 p.m. — Austin, Texas 

Women's Tennis vs. Southern Miss 

11 a.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Men's and Women's Track and Field at 
SFA Invitational 
TBA — Nacogdoches, Texas 

Sunday, Apr. 3 
Baseball vs. Marshall 
10 a.m. — Reckling Park 

Monday, Apr. 4 
Golf at Bankcorp South Intercollegiate 

All Day — Madison, Miss. 

Tuesday, Apr. 5 
Golf at Bankcorp South Intercollegiate 
All Day — Madison, Miss. 

Baseball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette 
6:30 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Wednesday, Apr. 6 
Women's Track and Field at Texas Relays 
All Day —Austin, Texas 
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Inconsistency plagues sluggers against Knights 
McDowell out for year after surgery, Owls dig themselves hole with series loss to UCF 

mfm 

wmtmp*** 
hmhmsm PhiOpp Seifert returns the ball during his singles match 
*$a*ast Mario Sam sort of IKf. Rice wfU take on Texas tomorrow in Austin. 

by Dan EUedge 
THk£$»w EvtroetAiSTA/r 

Aha a jrodseaaoci dumber that v « 
the Owtf drop crucial matches to brjth 
the Urirmitfy of San \y»-V}> and Wake 
Forest University, Kfce har k on trar V 
fry winning three Iri a row al home **• 
Ir/sirig to fifthi ranked fexaji A/iM I Jnlver 
sity rjn Wednesday ill Jake lU-. tStadium. 

The ttwls' winning streak at 
(hi* ',{n 1 Annual Ri< e Invite as (he Owfo 
dismantled the University of (intra! 
Florida, i\ I, on Mat. 10 The <>whi 
cured tin* doubles fx>int to t.«k»- a i o 
lead in tin- match and won thank.* to 
singles victories front sophomoie Many 
Fowler, senior Oscar I'odU-wskl and )u 
nioi Christian Satavia 

The Owls finished up the KU«- In 
vile with .1 dominant 4 o win over the 
University of Texas AHM Corpus I hit* 
tl on Mai. 20. Tin-Owls taced out to the 
early lead tiy taking tin* double* point 
and never looked back as PotUevwnki, 
Saravia and junioi Michael Nuesslrin 
recorded two set victories to give Ru e 
the sweep over the then <>oth tanked 
Islanders. 

The following weekend, the Owls 
hosted the 72nd ranked Texas Christian 

University in a muttb that «*>- a 
ing 4 3 w.i«ry tor the Owti. TCL' had 
rb* «tfty tfart, a» they u*k the 
print to #j ouf to a 1-0 earty k a d The 
f jwh ' j /n# bark Uj '$> ah*-ad in the 
match, 32, thank* to twtyvA win* from 
Nuevvletri, Saravia and v*phorw>r«-
Peter Frank- furii//r Sam <V<irforth Hk*t 
won it for the (iwta with a 7-5 wtri in hit, 
third w«t tie break/f In give hirrj tin- vk 
tory aorl the Owta the rnatr h. 

Attestant ( jnuh hfe Ustundag felt 
that even though lit'- Owl* almost IfAt 
the rnatr it, the team did everything that 
the 1 oar hes wanted them to do and 
then wime, whir h led to the vlr tory. 

"Overall, It wan a phe110rnetL.1l win 
lor un, an theie wan haul work arrow ail 
of the courts, as out guys pl.ryed well, 
looked tor o| letting* and never gave up 
when they wete tiehlnd in matches," 
IKtutwUg said 

However. ttie Owls' winning streak 
value to a s* reevtUng luilt against the 
^itXies as Kite was dropped. (, 1. All 
three of the Agx'** IMits won their dou 
tiles' matches to take an early 1 o learl 
in the match. Kite could not recover 
front their rough st.ut as Texas AXiM 
won five of the six singles matches to 
cruise to an easy victory. Garforth Bles 

HOUSTONIANS* YOU* RICE 
STUDENTS* 

A N T I - S T I G M A 
. O R G 

wat the only Owl to nn® hn naatch to 
prevwJt a 7-0 w w j - . 

The Owfei mm 13-5 aod are 
vtrdutd y/tii in the nation a« they- head 
rpM tfm to piay at the t'ravw 
wry Tez t̂i on Sstfurda'/ before road 

wtih cwnfcTenr.e foe the Um-
vtruty 'A Tuha and the i / s Uraver 
Mf y of Oklahoma. 

fer^j.-. « curTerrfjy ranked sixth in 
if*- nahrfl-i, a?> fhey divj have a 13-5 
niitrtl r/n the yr^r rnduding an ear-
li«-r /, <j <A th#: (r+fa on Jan. 30 in 
AiiMiri. Hr/w**Arr, the Um%}vjrns have 
fx-en fctru^ing as rjf late as they have 
ilrowti \hr<-(- of their last five matches. 

IhtundaK Ls worried about these 
next three opponents, as they are all 
in the top 2s, but realizes that the Owls 
ran compete with them thanks to their 
trernr-ndous depth. 

"Our biggest weapon Ls being able 
to go after opponents with depth, as 
we have good strength through one to 
six, while the top teams are usually very 
strong at the front but can be weak in 
the back," Ustundag said. 

Fowler agrees that these next couple 
of weeks will be a challenge but that the 
Owls are not going to back down and be 
scared. 

"We feel like if we have a complete 
lineup and play consistently, then we 
can play with any team in the nation," 
Fowler said. 

Ustundag feels that the Owls can 
pull off an upset or two if they stick to 
the way they have been playing in the 
last three weeks, as they have started to 
play more consistently and have made 
better decisions on the court. 

"What matters the most is who can 
execute and, in a way, who wants it 
more," Ustundag said. "We certainly 
are capable of winning if we execute 
and play smart like we have been over 
the past couple of weeks." 
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• Located 1 block north of Rice in a safe, 

family neighborhood 

• Rooms rent from $550/month; six units 

available with 3-4 bedrooms each 

• Owned and managed by Rice alumni 
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Baseball compiles winning streak o SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

E m p l o y e e Benef i t 

Solutions, Inc. 

f Guiding Companies 
trough Times ' ige 

S o l u t i o n * www.dbMtfiWt*1 .com 

. •.. . .. 

, ,rt'< * ' . If 

ALEX MOHARAM/THRESMIR . 

Freshman shortstop Derek Hamilton completes a throw to first base as freshman third baseman Shane Hoelscher 

looks on during the Owls 6-2 win over UCF on Mar. 26, but the Owls dropped two of three games against the Knights. 

by Rya 
THRL 

n Glassman 
HR£SHER STAFF 

As the most successful sports pro-
gram at Rice over the last 20 years, the 
Owls' baseball team faces no shortage 
of expectations on an a n n u a l basis. 

Needless to say, a 10-9 start as of 
Mar. 16 and an inconsistent offense 
does not fully meet these expectat ions. 

Rice welcomed Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity to Reckling Park for a three game 
set with Conference USA action just a 
week away. Freshman Austin Kubitza 
was on the m o u n d for the Owls as he 
brought energy to the bal lpark with an-
other dominant pitching performance. 
In the first seven innings, Kubitza scat-
tered seven hits without allowing a run, 
striking out a career high 10 batters 
with a late-tailing fastball overpower-
ing the Bulldogs batters. 

In appropriate fashion, the game's 
first run came unea rned on a passed 
ball in the top half of the eighth after 
a leadoff single started the inning for 
Louisiana Tech. Kubitza would finish 
the rest of the inning, calling it a night 
with a line of eight innings pitched, 
eight hits allowed, one unea rned run, 
two walks and 10 strikeouts. 

Trailing by a run, the Owls came to 
bat in the bottom of the eighth facing 
yet another one-run late inning deficit 
with the offense struggling to produce 
runs. The breakthrough would finally 
come for the Rice offense, thanks to 
sophomore second b a s e m a n Michael 

Ratterree who delivered with a line 
drive in the left field corner that plated 
two to give the Owls a late 2-1 lead. 
Continuing the act with the very next 
at bat was f reshman third basemen 
Shane Hoelscher, who drove a ball in 
the left field gap for a double of his own 
and two more RBIs to give Rice the 4-1 
lead. After an insurance run extended 
the Owls' lead, f reshman closer John 
Simms s lammed the door shut by strik-
ing out the side to clinch the Rice vic-
tory in the series opener. 

Head Coach Wayne Graham's squad 
continued on the winning path Sat-
urday afternoon, with McDowell tak-
ing the mound . McDowell was sharp, 
holding the Bulldogs hitless in the first 
4 innings as the Owls took an early 2-0 
lead on RBI hits from Hoelscher and 
sophomore first baseman J.T. Chargois. 
But the fifth inning would be the undo-
ing for McDowell after three of the first 
four Louisiana Tech batters reached 
base with hits, resulting in two runs 
and bringing sophomore reliever Tyler 
Duffey into the ballgame. 

In the bottom of the fifth, a one-out 
double from Hoelscher, and a single 
from freshman shortstop Derek Hamil-
ton gave Rice the 3-2 lead. After sopho-
more catcher Geoff Perrott walked and 
a wild pitch, freshmen Keenan Cook 
singled to plate two more and put the 
Owls up 5-2 before inning's close. Duf-
fey and senior pitcher Tony Cingrani 
combined to allow just one hit over the 
final 4 2/3 innings with the help of a 
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strong team effort defensively. 
"[Duffey and Cingrani] both did a 

good job of keeping Louisiana Tech off 
the bases. They gave us a great chance 
to win, and our offense played well 
today," noted McDowell of the stellar 
bullpen work that secured the Saturday 
afternoon win and clinched the series 
victory. 

Bad news came for McDowell two 
days later after he left the game with el-
bow discomfort. It was announced two 
days later that MRI results revealed a 
torn ulnar collateral ligament. McDow-
ell will require Tommy John surgery, an 
operation with a typical recovery time 
of 12 months , bringing his season to an 
end. 

On Sunday afternoon, it was junior 
Matthew Reckling's turn against Loui-
siana Tech. Reckling held the Bulldogs 
without a hit as the game entered the 
fifth inning with no score. Rice's offense 
broke out in the fifth, thanks to Cook 
with the big hit, this time a two-run 
double for the game's first runs. Both 
Manuel and Ratteree helped put Rice 
up 5-0 before the inning came to an 
end. The Owls added to their lead with 
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Women's tennis 
takes two of three 

After getting their first victory in 
five matches against Tyler Junior Col-
lege (16-2) on Mar. 13, it unfortunately 
didn't take long for the women's 
tennis team (11-8) to record their 
eighth loss of the season, as they fell 
4-3 to then-unranked Texas Christian 
University (4-6) on Mar. 20. However, 
the result of doubles play was not a 
sign of things to come, as all three 
matches were won by the Owls, 
albeit in close fashion, with all three 
matches decided by less than two 
points. After freshmen Dominique 
Harmath and Kim Anicete picked up 
their 10th and 11th singles wins of 
the year, respectively, it seemed that 
Rice had the match nearly won with 
a 3-0 lead. But the Horned Frogs, 
who had won 10 straight against the 
Owls, were not about to concede the 
match. The remaining matches were 
all dominated by TCU early, as each 
of the first sets of the matches were 
taken by TCU. But each remaining 
Rice player rallied to force a third set 
in her match, needing just one more 
set in one of the matches to defeat 
their rivals from Fort Worth. But 
despite their valiant comeback efforts 
in the single matches, TCU swept all 
four tiebreaker sets in dominating 
fashion, winning two of the sets 6-0 
and two by a score of 6-1 to pull out 
the road victory. 

With the stunning comeback by 
TCU fresh on their minds, it would 
have been easy for the Owls to falter 
against Wichita State University (6-8) 
on Mar. 25. But the Owls clearly had 
a short memory, as they came out 
early to take the first two doubles 
matches and clinch the first point 

of the match. The points continued 
to rack up for Rice, as junior Ana 
Guzman won her singles match 6-0, 
6-i , while senior Rebekka Hanle also 
picked up a two-set victory for the 
Owls. After a win from Wichita State's 
Lutfiana Budiharto over Harmath in 
the first-seeded singles match, Rice's 
lead now stood at 3-1, with the Owls 
trailing in two of the three remaining 
matches. However, Anicete continued 
her outstanding freshman campaign 
by scoring a 6-3,6-3 victory over the 
Shockers' Delia Damaschin, giving 
Rice its 10th victory of the year. 

Sunday saw Tulane University 
(8-10) come to town, the first of three 
straight matches against Conference 
USA opponents. The match started 
off on a high note for Rice, as all three 
doubles matches were won by the 
Owls, with the closest matches won by 
a score of 8-5 by both the junior Alex 
Rasch and Harmath pairing as well as 
the duo of senior Jessica Jackson and 
sophomore Daniella Trigo. With one 
point on the board, the Owls lost no 
time in putting away Tulane, as Har-
math won her match by default after 
her opponent retired with an injury, 
and Hanle and Jackson dispatched 
their foes in two-set wins. With the 
match already in hand, Anicete picked 
up her team-leading 13th singles win 
of the year while Guzman and Rasch 
dropped their matches, leaving Rice 
with a 5-2 victory. The win moved Rice 
up to 61st in the national rankings. 

With the C-USA Championship 
looming in three weeks, the Owls 
have three matches remaining, two of 
which are against opponents ranked 
lower than them, including tomor-
row's tilt against the University of 
Southern Mississippi (6-9). 

— Jonathan Myers 
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• 700 undergraduate and graduate courses in over 70 subjects 
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Women Soar at Lopez Classic behind Miller 

Rice women run against the 

opposition at the Victor 

Lopez Classic on Saturday. 

The women's next meet is 

the Stephen F. Austin Quad 

alongside the men tomor-

row in Nacogdoches, Texas. 

by Natalie Clericuzio 
THRESHER STAFF 

Unlike a n y o the r race in t rack 
a n d field, t h e s t eep lechase is like a 
h igh- speed obs tac le course a r o u n d 
t h e oval . During th is 3 ,000 -meter 
even t , compet i to r s cross 28 bar r ie rs 
compr i sed of 38 four inch by four 
i nch b locks of wood a n d j u m p over 
a 12-foot wa te r j u m p seven t imes. 
The s t eep lechase is a d a p t e d f rom 
t h e English horse rac ing event of the 
s a m e n a m e . 

Don't tell tha t to redshir t f resh-
m a n Lindsay Miller. Last Friday 
n ight , Miller compe ted in he r first 
s t eep lechase at the 29th A n n u a l Vic-
tor Lopez Classic a n d p laced first 
overall , finishing in 11:26.75. Before 
compet ing , Miller h a d l imited expe-
r ience wi th the event , hav ing only 
pract iced r u n n i n g hu rd l e s for a week 
b e f o r e h a n d a n d the water j u m p s for a 
day. Somehow, her lack of exper ience 
worked in her favor. 

Before the race, Miller sa id s h e 
w a s just looking to d o her bes t . 

"There was no pressure , a n d I 
just w a n t e d to see h o w it w o u l d go," 
Miller said . "I w a n t e d to do well, bu t 1 
d idn ' t have any specific expec ta t ions 
for myself ." 

O BASEBALL 
FROM PAGE 17 

two runs in the sixth. Reckling retired the 
first hitter in the seventh, before pinch-
hitter Colby Johnson singled to left field to 
break up the no-hitter. Reckling received a 
strong ovation from the home crowd be-
fore working out of the inning unscathed. 
Reckling would be removed after seven 
innings, allowing no runs on one hit while 
striking out eight to get the win. 

The Owls cruised to a n 11-3 win to 
comple te the sweep, wi th Cook driv-
ing in four r u n s on the a f t e rnoon to 
pace the offense . 

Looking for their fourth win in a row, 
Rice traveled to Beaumont on Mar. 22 
looking to avenge an early season loss 
to Lamar University (17-10). The pitching 
was done by committee for the Owls in 
the midweek game, with senior Abe Gon-
zales, sophomore Jeremy Fant and Simms 
combining to allow one earned run while 
striking out nine over the course of the 
ballgame. Rice put across three runs in the 
first, led by a two-run double from Ratter-
ree, and never trailed in the game. Ratter-
ree finished three for five with three RBIs 
as Fant got the win and Simms his first 
career save, as Rice cruised to the 7-2 win. 

Mar. 23 marked the opening of the Sil-
ver Glove Series, a five-game set matching 
up the Owls with the rival University of 
Houston (11-11). The Owls collected 14 hits 
on the evening and got strong pitching by 
committee as they opened the series with 
a 7-2 win over Houston. The win was the 
fifth in a row for Rice, putting the team 
at 15-9 on the season entering confer-
ence play. 

The first C-USA series of the season 
took place last weekend, as the No. 23 Uni-
versity of Central Florida (19-6) brought 
their high-octane offense to Reckling 
Park Kubitza took to the hill and threw 
four scoreless frames, but Rice fell behind 
3-2 in the fifth when an RBI single by UCF 
followed a pair of leadoff singles and 
an error from the Owls. Kubitza worked 
into the seventh, finishing with just two 
earned runs allowed, but was plagued 
by five walks in what was not one of his 
sharper outings of the season. Meanwhile, 
the Owls offense was frustrated by the 
UCF defense, which turned five double 
plays on the night. UCF pulled away for a 
7-2 win in the opener. 

Gonzales was called on to start the 
Saturday afternoon game for Graham. 
He got some early help from the offense, 
as sophomore right fielder Ryan Lewis, 
Manuel and Chargois all had RBI singles 
to give Rice a 3-0 lead in the second in-
ning. The Owls added three more on four 
hits in the fifth inning. The stout UCF' bats 
were limited to just one hit over the first 
five innings by the senior southpaw. The 
Knights scored a run in the sixth, the lone 
blemish for Gonzales, who threw a career 
high 61/3 innings without a walk while al-
lowing just four hits. The Owls would not 

look back as they won the game, 6-2. 
Reckling took the mound for the rub-

ber match as he was solid, allowing 
three runs over five innings. With the 
game tied after five innings, Simms 
came on in relief but gave u p runs on a 
sacrifice bunt and a walk with the bases 
loaded as UCF took a 5-3 lead into the 
late innings. The Owls added a run in 
the eighth but went down in order in 
the ninth, falling 5-4 and dropping their 
first C-USA series of the season. Hamil-
ton extended his hit streak to 10 games 
with a three hit, two RBI performance. 

Rice took on Houston on Tuesday 
in the second game of the Silver Glove 
Series. Sophomore Tyler Spurlin m a d e 
his first career start after pitching just 4 
2/3 innings on the season leading up to 
the game. Spurlin exceeded all expecta-
tions, throwing six shutout innings while 
allowing just two hits without walking a 
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As s h e got into the race, t h e advice 
Head Coach Jim Bevan h a d given her 
before the race he lped her realize tha t 
s h e h a d a shot at w inn ing . 

"Jim told m e ... if I got in to a po-
si t ion w h e r e I t hought I cou ld move 
u p a n d I w a s still feel ing good, t h e n 
I s h o u l d defini tely go for i t ," Miller 
said . "The first par t of the race I w a s 
just see ing w h a t it was like to go over 
barr iers wi th o the r peop le a r o u n d 
a n d get t ing used to the rhy thm. Then 
I p icked it u p a s m u c h a s I cou ld a n d 
worked my way u p at t h e e n d . " 

Miller s a id s h e w a s d e f i n i t e l y 
s u r p r i s e d to w in in he r f i r s t go a t 
t h e e v e n t . 

"It was my first s t eep lechase , so 
I h a d n o expec ta t ion of w i n n i n g , " 
Miller said . "It w a s really excit ing to 
try some th ing n e w a n d really go at 
it wi th everything I h a d a n d have it 
pay off. I love the s t eep lechase race 
b e c a u s e it 's a different race t h a n any-
th ing else, bu t tha t cer ta inly m a d e it 
really excit ing to succeed in ." 

Bevan said tha t Miller 's perfor-
m a n c e showed tha t she indeed h a s 
w h a t it takes to excel in the race. 

"The s t eep lechase r ewards peop le 
w h o have good e n d u r a n c e a n d the 
ability to ad jus t on their feet a n d 
s t rong legs a n d w h o are fairly coordi-

n a t e d , " Bevan sa id . "I t 's a very h a r d 
event , a n d appa ren t ly i t ' s a very good 
event for Lindsay Miller. 

"She moved u p f rom fifth to fou r th 
to third to second , a n d s h e sat in sec-
o n d p lace o n t h e hee l s of the leader 
for two a n d a half laps, a n d t hen s h e 
ou tk icked the leader in t h e last 200." 

Overall , Bevan bel ieves Miller h a s 
great po tent ia l . 

"I th ink her f u t u r e is very br ight ; 
s h e will only get bet ter ." 

In add i t ion to Miller 's perfor-
m a n c e , several o the r Owls s h o n e 
for the w o m e n ' s t rack t e a m over t h e 
w e e k e n d . Senior Sa rah Agara p laced 
first in t h e triple jump , pos t ing her 
longest j u m p in two years a t 4o '- io.5". 
Redshir t f r e s h m a n Aaren Pastor fin-
i shed thi rd in the 1,500-meter r un , 
pos t ing a l i fe t ime bes t of 4:40.79. In 
the h a m m e r throw, senior Tina Rob-
in son p laced second overal l , throw-
ing 169' 7", just th ree feet f rom her 
l i fe t ime best ma rk a n d a h e a d of he r 
p rogress at th is t ime last year, accord-
ing to Bevan. Robinson ' s younger 
s is ter Sharae , a s o p h o m o r e , p laced 
s ixth wi th a l ifet ime best of 148' 9", 
a n d junior Bri t tany Brown r o u n d e d 
ou t the top eight wi th a toss of 145' 4". 

Rice's 4 x 4 0 0 meter relay p laced 
fifth overal l , t h a n k s to t h e fo l lowing 

r u n n e r s : s o p h o m o r e Lilian Nwora, 
Agara, jun ior Maya Kirk a n d sen ior 
S a r a h Lyons. Lyons ' a n c h o r leg, wi th 
a split of 54 s econds , w a s the fas tes t 
s h e h a s r u n in two years . Kirk, how-
ever, s to le t h e s h o w in t h e third leg of 
t h e relay. 

Bevan sa id tha t Kirk's no-holds-
ba r red p e r f o r m a n c e w a s n o t h i n g 
shor t of insp i ra t iona l . 

"We h a d seen g l impses of he r 
abi l i ty in prac t ice b u t never s een her 
really u n l o a d a s fas t a s s h e c a n r u n 
unt i l Sa tu rday n i g h t , " Bevan sa id . 
" W h e n s h e got the stick o n the thi rd 
leg, s h e looked t h e bes t I 've ever s een 
her, a n d s h e laid it all o n t h e l ine. She 
r an a n unbe l i evab ly fas t leg for 85 
pe rcen t of the race. 

"She insp i red me , a n d s h e in-
sp i red t h e t eam wi th her abili ty to just 
go ou t a n d lay it on t h e l ine a n d find 
out w h e r e s h e was . If s h e c o n t i n u e s 
to d o tha t , she ' l l b e c o m e a very good 
4 0 0 r u n n e r b e c a u s e s h e split he r 200 
a n d 300 s e g m e n t s ex t remely fas t . " 

Next week the w o m e n ' s t rack a n d 
field t eam will a im to c o n t i n u e its 
s u c c e s s e s , t r ave l ing to c o m p e t e at 
S t e p h e n F. Aust in Univers i ty a g a i n s t 
SFA, t h e Univers i ty of Arkansas -
P ine Bluff a n d t h e Univers i ty of Lou-
i s i a n a - M o n r o e . 

single batter. Hoelscher collected three 
hits while Rendon and junior center 
fielder Daniel Gonzales-Luna each 
drove in two runs a s Rice shu t out the 
Cougars 7-0. 

Conference play con t inues this 
weekend as the Owls host Marshall 
University (10-13), with the open ing 
game of the series tonight at 6:30 at 
Reckling Park. 

CREATE A WORLD I L E A g ' V . 

WITHOUT I ABOUT IT 
STIGMA I (HIV) 

Fall 2011 
Regist rat ion 

Times \ 

Registration start t imes are assigned based 
on the total number of hours completed. 

Priority registration for all 
students begins on Sun, 
April 1 Oth. Regular 
registration continues 
through Fri, April 15th. 

Students who register after 5 :00 p.m. on 
Fri, April 15th will be assessed a Late 
Registration Fee. 

Students can ADD or DROP courses in 
ESTHER through: 
. Fri, Sept 2nd (Week 2—ADD) 
. Fri, Oct 7th (Week 7—DROP,. 

Questions? 

Office of the Registrar website: 
http://registrar.rice.edu/ 

Registration Web page: 

http://registrar.rice.edu/students/registration/ 

Academic Calendar: 
http://registrar.r ice.edu/calendars/fal l l l / 

Graduate Students 

1.) All GR Students 5:00 p.m. 

| Undergraduate Students 

Total Completed Hours: 

1.) 135.00 + 5:00 p.m. 

2.) 121.00-134.99 5:15 p.m. 

3.) 110.00-120.99 5:30 p.m. 

4.) 101.00-109.99 5:45 p.m. 

5.) 89 .00-100.99 6:00 p.m. 

6.) 78.00-88.99 6:15 p.m. 

7.) 68 .00-77 .99 6:30 p.m. 

8.) 57 .00-67.99 6:45 p.m. 

9.) 48 .00-56 .99 7:00 p.m. 

10.) 37 .00-47.99 7:15 p.m. 

11.) 20 .00-36 .99 7:30 p.m. 

12.) 0 .00 -19 .99 7:45 p.m. 

RICE 
O F F I C E OF THE R E G I S T R A R 

htt&^/reqistrar,rice.edu/ 
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J-U-V-E-N-E-S-C-E-N-C-E 
Do you remember middle 
school? You probably try 
not to, since you were most 
likely wearing sandals with 
ankle-high socks and sport-
ing bright green braces. Re-
live your past with a cast of 
socially awkward spellers 
at The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, a musi-
cal about six kids vying for 
the trophy and a way to fit in. 

Performances are in Ham-
man Hall and start today and 
tomorrow at 8 p.m., Sunday 
at 3 p.m. and next Thursday 
through Saturday at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for students, 
$8 for faculty, staff and se-
nior citizens and $10 for 
unexciting people. Reserve 
your tickets now by calling 
713-348-PLAY. 

Hey-ho Pharaoh 

Wiess Tabletop Theater pres-
ents Aida, the classic love 
story of an enslaved Nubian 
princess and an Egyptian sol-
dier. Leave your opera glasses 

CROSSWORD: SHOW SOME METAL 

c . t 52 53 

c a 

This crossword was created and designed 
by Rebecca Jeun. (The solution will appear 

in next week's issue.) 

Clues Down 
1. Her story is the basis of Pu-
rim 
2.E.T., Superman, and l i t t le 
green men 
3.Much-mal igned European 
wanderers 
4. What pervy old men do 
5. Type of poem of ten assigned 
to elementary schoolers 
6. Cons 
7. Called up on Bel l 's invent ion 
8. African nat ion bordered by 
Namibia, D.R. Congo, and Zam-
bia 
9.This tends to be topped by 
l ions, t igers, and bears oh my! 
10. A large dumb person 
11. Your f r iendly condom dis-
pensers at Rice, org. 
12. Torment, demand payment 
19. He f loated l ike a butterf ly, 
stung l ike a bee 
20. He has his own Auto-Tune 
app; also reads the Thresher 
apparent ly 
21. Club Fondren is ours 
25. Unicorn's head gear 

26.Before, to Percy Bysshe 
Shelley 
27. Freshman-only posi t ion in 
the SA, abbr. 
29. Tubes that conduct air into 
the lungs 
31. A place to get your ink on; 
Benjamin Franklin worked in a 
few 
33. Biased type, abbr. 
34. They make up a large part 
of Florida's populat ion 
35. Cards that tel l your for tune 
36. Euphemism for the F-bomb 
37. Former White House Press 
Secretary Fleischer who 
served under Dubya 
40. Related to woods or for-
ests, poetical ly; also a tutor-
ing company 
41. Thin ridge of rock separat-
ing two glacial valleys, l i teral ly 
French for f ishbone 
42. Type of f luf fy goat or rabbit 
43. Annise Parker is a Rice and 
jones (JIBA!) 
44. Aff irmative vote 
47. At the ready, l ike some 
beers at a bar 

•EDUCATED •COMPASSIONATE 

and ball gowns at home; this 
is not the classic Verdi, but 
rather the popular musical by 
Elton John. Affix some sequins 
to those robes and don your 
plate-sized magenta glasses 
because this show just became 
a whole lot more exciting. Per-
formances are today and to-
morrow at 8 p.m., as well as 
next week Thursday through 
Saturday, also at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $5 for students, $7 for fac-
ulty and staff and $10 for the 
other ones. 

Don't be a drag 

Bring on the high heels and 
the sequins, the fake mous-
taches and the stuffed un-
derwear because it's time for 
Queers and Allies Annual 
Drag Show! There will be pro-
fessionals as well as student 
performers, all to raise money 
for a local LGBT youth organi-
zation. Save up all of your 

49. Small rodent wi th complex 
and variable genetic struc-
tures related to lemmings and 
muskrats 
50.Other Assets Especially 
Ment ioned, abbr. (so i t 's a 
throwaway clue, sue me) 
51. Finding Waldo can be as 
hard as f ind ing a needle in 
th is 
52. French for " i s land" 
53. jersey Shore motto 

Clues Across 
1. With grey th is makes a 
pleasant cuppa 
5. Home of the Taj Mahal 
9. One of the Big Three auto-
T^ke rs 
-j.3. gin fizz 
14. With berry, a Thanksgiving 
staple 
15. Island where the Hawaiian 
capital is located 
16. Something procrastina-
tors are always running out of 
17. An accessory the Pope, 
high school gir ls, Shaq, and 
Britney Spears's belly button 
all rock 
18. "Story hour" , short 
story by Kate Chopin 
19. Really nice hookers may 
have one? 
22. A rose-t inted one makes 
everything look better 
23. Cali fornia's t ime zone, 
abbr. 
24. Favorite nosh of reindeer 
28. The taxman cometh from 
this org. 
29. Only mammals capable of 
true f l ight 
30.Loathes 
31. Most powerful and cel-
ebrated Egyptian pharaoh, 
abbr. wi th t i t le and suffix 
32. Harder to f ind 
33. Weighty par t i t ion the Brit-
ish Bul ldog accused the Sovi-
ets of making 
36. Alternative to take out 
38. Win bread 
39.One could buy a baguette 
wi th these before the euro-
zone 
41. "See if you can do i t " , w i th 
give it 
42.Members of th is org. get 
emergency road assistance 
and discounts 
45. Pig-pen adjective 
46. Site of biggest carnival in 
the wor ld 
47 . chi ldren tend to be 
spoi led 
48. A too l in Satan's arsenal? 
51. Pursuit of a junkie 
54. Result of excercising r ight 
55. Basic bu i ld ing block of the 
universe 
56. Clef used for the viola 
57. Away from the wind 
58. Following y, long for 
someth ing 
59. A sharp cry or a user-gen-
erated review site 
60. Loch that hides a legend-
ary relative of the Chupacabra 
61. They rate f i lms but not 
wi th two thumbs, abbr. 

HOW TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS 

The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions are printed on a space-available basis. 

Submission methods 
Fax: 713.3 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice. edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar Editor 

Thresher, MS-524 

dollar bills because those bras 
will need some stuffing. The 
show starts at 8 p.m. in Willy's 
Pub, and free food and drinks 
are provided. 

SATURDAY® 2 

Midnight movie 

No, it's not Harry Potter 
and you do not have to 
wait in line for it, although 
you are certainly welcome 
to dress in costume. The 
Rice Program Council will 
be hosting a free showing 
of The King's Speech in the 
Grand Hall of the RMC and 
refreshments will be avail-
able starting at 11:30 p.m. 

host an event to raise 
awareness about the plight 
of children in African coun-
tries who are abducted and 
forced to fight as soldiers. The 
event takes place in the Herzs-
tein Ampitheater at 7 p.m. 

Google is taking over 
the world 

It might also be taking over 
your email account. Come 
to the Student Association 
meeting today at 9 p.m. in 
the Farnsworth Pavillion to 
hear about the update on 
the migration of Rice email 
accounts to Google. Imme-
diately following will be a 
meeting with the Swallow 
Association, also discuss-
ing migration. 

THURSDAY 

Putting the "A" in LGBTQA P rosP i e hunting season 
Come to Ally Training for an 
interactive and thought-pro-
voking training session on 
how to best be an ally to the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and queer community 
at Rice. Everybody is welcome, 
and Masters, RAs, RHAs, col-
lege coordinators and col-
lege leadership are especially 
encouraged to attend. It will 
be today from 2 to 5 p.m. in 
HUMA 119. Attendees will re-
ceive a "Rice Ally" placard and 
pin. Those who do not attend 
will receive a Westboro Baptist 
Church placard and pin. 

MONDAY 

Not exactly Peter Pan 

The Rice African Student 
Association and the Part-
nership for the Advance-
ment and Immersion of 
Refugees are teaming up 
with Invisible Children to 

Today all of the impres-
sionable youngsters will 
come to try a bit of Rice life. 
If you have volunteered to 
host, please keep in mind 
that Rice is perfect and all 
other universities currentlv 
have a chlamydia epiden.'-
ic. On the other hand, if 
your prospective owl is an-
noying, let him or her know 
that U.T. Austin is actually 
not a bad option. 

Shepherd students in 
shadows 

A clan of composers collab-
orated on a piece inspired 
by the current installa-
tion at the Rice Gallery, 
Mary Temple's Northwest 
Corner, Southeast Light. 
Therefore, we can only as-
sume that it is scored for a 
trio of hurdy gurdies and 
a solo sousaphone. There 
will be a performance of 
that piece this evening at 
7 p.m. in the Rice Gallery; 
admission is free. 

RICE GLOBAL E&C FORUM 
Announces 

Partial tuition scholarships for the 2011-12 academic year -
from $1000 to S7500. 
Application Deadline: April 8 ,2011 
Scholarship Notification: by April 22 ,2011 

Priorit)- will he given to School of Engineering professional masters or terminal research 
masters students with potential interest in the engineering and construction industry. 

Seniors for 2011-12 will be considered if their interest in the industry is high and/or if the 
applicant pool at the masters level is low. 

Application process: 
-Submit a cover letter to Nancy Tucker (nancMwricc.edu) in the Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering I Ryon Lab 204 - MS 318) with a brief paragraph stating the 
reasons why you think you are deser\ ing of the award: also stating your career interests, 
academic objectives, likely coursework during 2 0 ! ! - ! 2 . research objectives if applicable, 
and any committed or likely financial support from Rice or other scholarship sources. 
-Attach an unofficial Rice transcript through the first semester of 2010-11. 

See the complete Scholarship Flyer at www,lorn." I'ce.cdii 
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Owl Days is 
next week 

Remember Texas' age 
of consent is 17. 

College Night 

Drunk in class is better 
than not going to class. 

George-Michael 
Bluth to visit Rice 

The only way to make 
Rice more awkward. 

Sexual Health 
Literacy Week 

Everybody is 
getting laid. 

Rice Bracketology: Win a Final Four Ticket 
As Backpage editors we often receive 

various perks with the job. The scoot-
ers, the women, the women on scoot-
ers. This week was no exception as our 
sports editor gave us four tickets to the 
Final Four Championships on Mon-
day. Some of our more mathematically 

inclined readers will realize that this is 
one more ticket then there are Backpage 
editors. After realizing we couldn't sell 
the extra ticket, we decided to do the 
right thing and offer it as a prize to our 
loyal readers in a contest that would ri-
val Willy Wonka's. So hold on to your 

Lig uor 

JFamil^ Values 1 
Duncan 

JMcMurtr^ 1 
Mario Kart 

Volunteering 

Rice Fojt'jall 

Powderpuff 

} 

seats because its time for the Backpage 
Final Four Extravaganza! 

Fill out the bracket below and send it 
to us. We will anounce the winner Sun-
day at 10 p.m. who will join us at Reliant 
Stadium on Monday night. Bribes are 
also encouraged. 

Administration 

i Student Freedom 

Common Sense 

1 ParkingJEnforcement 

Trucl^hortage^ 

L i _ _ I M R P ^ B 

College Presidents 

i G e w j g a L a ^ o u d a s 

Champion 

Sophomore gets good grade on test previously thought difficult 
FACEBOOK— In a stunning reversal of fate, Duncan Col-
lege sophomore Farrah Madanay has done well on the or-
ganic chemistry test she took last week despite her previous 
concerns. 

After taking the test, the pre-med informed her friends 
in the hallway of Herzstein of her difficulties. 

"The third problem was something that I never thought 
would be on the test. And the last one was something from 
the homework we never went over." She also offered harsh 
criticism of organic chemistry Professor Eugene Zubarev. 

Madanay then began visiting different tables in the com-
mons discussing the pressing issue of the test. When other stu-
dents brought up other issues such as spring break plans, Madan-
ay brought the topic of discussion back to her talking points, for 
instance responding to the comment "I can't wait to go home this 
May" with "That's cool you're from New Orleans. The devasta-
tion of Hurricane Katrina kind of reminds me of my orgo test." 

The Duncaroo continued such comments and 
helped brace the Rice community for the low grade she 
was bound to receive with a media blitz on Facebook. 

When the grades were handed out, Madanay was ut-
terly and sincerely shocked by having received 94 percent. In 
an attempt to remain humble, the sophomore did not pub-
licly reveal her grade, but tactfully brought it up by asking 
others what grade they got. She also prasied Zubarev. "I was 
really worried at first, but luckily he is a great professor." 

Leebron has yet to make a post on Facebook regarding 
the situation, but is expected to give his opinion in what is obvi-
ously campus issue that deserves incredible attention. 

Farrah Madanay 

r - * Up until 4 AM studying for ORGO. Still not ready :( 

9 j 3 minutes ago Like Comment 

jonathan Myers, Alexandra Moharam a n d Alex Wembeimet like th i s . 

Alexandra Moharam hang in there, gurlll! cute pro pic! :) 
a few s e c o n d s a g o • Unlike ib 1 person 

Write a comment . . . 

/ 
lis Farrah M a d a n a y 

* o r g o test w a s terrible! :'( m a y b e s o m e swirl will help 

4 
a Jonathan Myers l ikes this. 

\ J o n a t h a n M y c When are you go in baby? I can c u m 2! 

w A minutes ago • Unl ike «' 7 people 

Write a comment . . . 

/ 
Farrah Madanay 

• Passed my test. Cot an A!!!!!1!!!!!!!l :) 

4 
You and Jonathan Myer< like this. 

' Jonathan Myers Failed my test. You have herpes!!!!!!!!!! LOL 

j i 2. seconds ago Like 

Write a comment . . . 

J H 
r 

The Backpage is sat ire a n d is writ ten by Alex Weinheimer, Anthony Lauriello, a n d Zach Casias. Email ques t ions or concerns to ajw3@rice.edu 

CLASSIFIEDS @rice.edu 
WANTED 
COME TEACH FOR t e s t m a s t e r s ! N o e x -

perience necessary as all training is 
provided. Full and part t ime posi t ions 
available. Dynamic and Energetic 
teachers wanted . Pay rate start at 
$20-$32 /h0ur . Email your resume to 
r ice- jobs@testmasters .com. 

D o YOUR LETTERS a n d n u m b e r s h a v e 

colors? You might have synes thes ia . 
Baylor College of Medicine is recruit-
ing syne the t e s for a neuroimaging 
study. Contact Steffie for information 
( s tomson@cpu .bcm.edu , 713-798-
6224) . You will be compensa t ed for 

RICE STUDENT WITH g o o d m a r k e t -

ing communica t ion and energetic 
pe r sen ta t ion skill for part t ime 
s u m m r work. Leave your n a m e a n d 
number . 832-651-8221. 

SUCCESSFUL RICE ALUMNI e n t r e p r e -

n e u r seek ing creative Rice s t u d e n t s 
for s u m m e r projects . I have two 
internet- re la ted compan ies , a n d I'm 
seeking s t u d e n t s to he lp me with 
special projects dur ing the summer . 
Work will take place a t our Southwest 
Hous ton office. I 'm flexible and will-
ing to a c c o m m o d a t e special needs . If 
you have d o n e some th ing special re-

garding Internet , web sites, or social 
media , please describe. Computer 
programming or graphic design is 
helpful , but not required. If you are 
self motivated, creative and a go-
getter please send resume to: Re-
sumes@AffordableTours.com 

GREAT PART-TIME POSITION f o r s t u -

dent! 6-9 hours weekly - $ i 2 / h r . 
Childcare/ homework help needed 
after school, Monday and Friday 
from 3:25 pm to 6 pm for 12 year old 
boy, 6th grade. Our home is walking 
distance from Rice, however a car is 
a plus. Male or Female, with refer-
ences . Helen M. Schilling, MD; 281-
586-0542. Email: helenmschil l ing@ 
hotmail .com. 

FAMILY ASSISTANT - $ i 5 / h o u r ; 15 t o 

20 hours /week for childcare, e r rands , 
and driving children. Flexible hour s / 
days with focus on a f t e rnoons and 
evenings. Live in West University. 
Email - j imdonnel l@comcast .ne t or 
call 713.665.0207 

EVENING/WEEKEND JOBS AVAILABLE 

for highly competit ive, reliable, & 
energet ic s t uden t s with exceptional 
communicat ion skills. Join our t eam 
of 15-20 Rice s t u d e n t s talking with 
alumni abou t the Rice Annual Fund. 
$ 9 / h r plus bonuses ! Flexible sched-

ules, fun group a tmosphere . Training 
and great snacks provided! Contact 
713-348-328 7, Telefund@Rice.edu. 

HOUSING 
SUMMER APT SUBLET. May - August. 
2Bedroom, 2bath apar tment , t omins 
from campus . Around 1050 sq ft. Fur-
n ished . Cable and internet included. 
$950 per m o n t h + utilities. Call 832-
310-8665 or email taki@rice.edu 

HOUSE FOR LEASE o n H i l l c r o f t & B e e c h -

nut on the bus line 15 min from campus 
- 3 bedroom, 2baths. recently remod-
eled wood floor. Big yard. 1500 s ft. Call 
713-502-8310. evakf@sbcglobal.net. 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classified advertise-
ments. The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any reason. 
Additionally, the Thresher does not take 
responsibility for the factual content of any 
ad. Printing an advertisement does not con-
stitute an endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication. 

Cathleen Chang, Molly Slattery 
Advertising Managers 

713-348-3967 
thresher-ads@rice.edu 

DOWNSTAIRS ONE BEDROOM a p a r t -

ment available now in a small owner 
managed bui lding at 4001 Greeley. 
Hardwood floors in living/dining, gas 
stove, window unit air and gas hea t 
in the wall. Lots of closets and track 
lights in the living room, on site laun-
dry. Cats allowed with extra deposi t , 
but no dogs please. $595.00 with 
lease/deposi t . Call Diane Mon to Fri 
f rom 9am to 5pm to view the unit.713 
524 3344- Andover. Ask about our 
g radua te special. 

Two BEDROOM ONE bath apar tment 
with a private balcony available now 
at 1301 Richmond Ave. The unit has 
central a / h , hardwood floors in the 
living/dining room and carpet in the 

CLASSIFIEDS 
1 - 3 5 words 
3 6 - 7 0 words 
7 0 - 1 0 5 words 

$15 
$30 
$45 

Cash, check or credit card payment must 
a c c o m p a n y your c l a s s i f i e d a d v e r t i s e -
ment, which must be received by 5 p.m. 
on the Monday prior to publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713-348-3974 
Fax 713-348-5238 

bedrooms. There are lots of kitchen 
cabinets and a dishwasher . Two 
walk-in closets, track lights and built 
in bookshelves. There is on site laun-
dry, reserved off street parking in a 
gated lot and a pool. Cats okay with 
an extra deposi t , but no dogs please. 
$850. Call Diane Monday to Friday 
from 9am to 5:30 pm. at 713 524 3344. 
Andover. Ask about our g radua te stu-
dent special. 

OTHER 
"FOR ONE STOP "kitchen, bath reno-
vations / Home Additions contact 
archiCON Construction, managed by 
RSA alumni, in bus iness since 1983 
email archicon183@yahoo.com; 281 
748-0474 (mobile) 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Annual subscription rates: 
$60/year domestic 
$12 5/year International via First Class Mail 

Non subscription rate: 
First copy free 
Second copy $5 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Subscriptions 

P.O. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713-348-3967 
Fax 713-348-5238 
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