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OP-ED P. 3 
Don't help the terrorists win 
Karthlk Soora argues for accepting Muslim-Americans as fellow 
Americans - not dangerous ones. 

A&E P. 10 
The Godfather (of SouQ 
Siggy Bllsteln loves James Brown, and he wants everyone to 
know. You especially. 

SPORTS 
Seeing red 
Two losses to the Cardinal and one to the Cardinals leave 
baseball with a 2-3 start 
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ALCOHOL Probation 
announced 

BY SETH BROWN, RUBY GEE 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Dean of Undergraduates John 
Hutchinson sent out an e-mail yester-
day placing the residential colleges 
on alcohol policy probation, effec-
tive immediately. Hutchinson cited 
the abuse of hard alcohol — which he 
defined as anything other than beer, 
wine or ale — and the danger it was 
creating for students as the impetus 
for this decision. 

Martel College president Kevin 
Tran said that each college will en-
force a probation on serving and 
providing hard alcohol to minors. 
However, the exact policy enforced 
by each college and the method of en-
forcement will vary by college. 

Hutchinson cited unacceptably 
high levels of risk to student life for 
the timing of the announcement of 
the probationary period. 

"We had multiple very serious 
threats to students' health within the 
week period leading up to the meet-
ing," Hutchinson said. "That placed a 
sense of immediacy on the problem." 

Tran said that the significant rise 
in number of EMS transports due to 

intoxication has been frightening. 
"In addition to the number, it's the 

severity of it - in the last two week-
ends, there have been a significant 
number of ambulances on campus 
all at once," Tran said. "To have five 
ambulances on one college campus 
is a drain on resources for the rest of 
the city." 

According to Tran, somewhere on 
the order of 95 percent of our EMS 
transports have been due to hard li-
quor. Tran said that the new measures 
shouldn't be seen as punishment, but 
rather a provision. 

"We just want people to under-
stand the severity of the EMS trans-
ports have significantly increased -
our fear is a loss of student life," Tran 
said. "We want to say we've done ev-
erything we can to prevent that." 

Lovett College Chief Justice Jay 
Patel said that although there may be 
a correlation between the increased 
number of students on campus and 
the rise in alcohol-related incidents, it 
is difficult to pinpoint the exact cause. 

"When we introduced each of the 
new colleges, we talked about logis-
tics - we never really talked about 
the effects on what's going to happen 

in terms of the alcohol policy," Patel 
said. "[The current issue] is not some-
thing they really could have thought 
about, it's just something that we 
didn't know how to handle." 

Hutchinson said that he thought 
the rise in abuse of hard alcohol is a 
cultural issue, and that historically 
students have chosen to drink beer 
at Rice. 

"I think that in many cases, people 
look to what they perceive to be the 
cultural norm and then they attempt 
to meet the expectations of that cul-
tural norm," Hutchinson said. "If a lot 
of people start drinking hard alcohol, 
then people perceive that that's what 
people do, but that's not our history 
at Rice." 

The probationary period is neces-
sary, Hutchinson said, because if the 
problem is to be resolved through 
education, community awareness 
and community enforcement, it will 
take time to reach a viable solution. 
In the meantime, Hutchinson said it 
is necessary to address the problems 
of hard alcohol so that students will 
remain safe. 

In the letter sent out to the student 
O s e e ALCOHOL, page 4 

EMS results 
show 
increase 
in calls 

A few weeks before 
the announcement of 
Rice's alcohol policy 
probation, EMS re-
leased their statis-
tics for the calendar 
year of 2010. Accord-
ing to REMS Captain 
Hashim Zaidi, EMS 
has experienced a 25 
percent increase in 
overall call volume 
in the 2010-2011 
school year alone. 
The following graph-
ic breaks down some 
of the information 
provided in the 2009 
and 2010 reports. 

9 
Callers: 
• Undergrads: 442 (78.7% inc. from '09) 

• Graduates: 23 
Staff& faculty: 75 

• Visitors: 176 

Injuries: 
Total: 716 (16.2% inc. from '09) 

• Fractures/sprains: 131 
• Alcohol intoxication: 124 (57.0% incj" 
• Hemorrhage/lacerations: 98 

Sick/general il lness:6i 
• Trauma: 45 
• Other (animal attacks, burns, ect): 317 

Services rendered 
• Treat: 319 (7.8% dec.) 

Transport ambulance: 175 
• Transport POV/RUPD: 212 
• No contact: 12 

Owls soar over 
Memphis Tigers 

II 
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Senior guard Bryan Beasley puts in a layup as sophomore 
guard Tamir Jackson (left) and freshman guard Will Barton look 
on. The Owls won the game 67-52 on Saturday night. 

BY RYAN GLASSMAN 
THRESHER STAFF 

Sitting within arms reach of 
the players warming up at half-
time on Saturday night in Tudor 
Fieldhouse, Athletic Director Rick 
Greenspan's message to the men's 
basketball team was a short one. 

"Finish it!" Greenspan yelled 
emphatically to each player that 
walked past on the layup line, 
with just 20 minutes separating 
the Owls from their first ever win 
against the University of Mem-
phis (21-7, 9-4 C-USA). 

And although simple in dicta-
tion, finishing off games against 
conference foes has been any-
thing but easy for Rice so far this 
season. The Owls have led or 
been tied in the second half of 
eight of their 14 losses, with spe-
cific games against the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi (21-6, 
9-4 C-USA) and the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham (19-7, 9-4 
C-USA) as the most recent exam-
ples of their second half struggles 
against the conference's elite. 

Rice found themselves in a 
similar spot on Saturday night, 
leading the conference lead-
ing Tigers 35-26 at the half after 
forcing nine turnovers and out-
rebounding the Tigers by a 24-15 
margin. As has become the case 
more often than not this season, 
the Owls were led in the half by 
sophomore guard Tamir Jackson 
and sophomore forward Arsalan 
Kazemi, who scored 10 and eight 
points, respectively, to put Rice 
out in front. 

But over the final 20 minutes 
of the game, Rice's player of the 
night would prove to be a senior 
who did not score and recorded 
just one rebound in three minutes 
of run in the first half. It was the 
energy and outstanding defen-
sive play of senior forward Sulei-
man Brairaoh that answered the 
athletic director's call. Braimoh, 
who has faced and lost to the Ti-
gers more than any player on the 
roster, kept Memphis at bay time 
and time again when it appeared 
they were an the verge of making 
a run at the Owls. 

Osee BASKETBALL, page 14 

This is actually serious guys 
Every college is holding a meeting about the 
alcohol policy probation announced yesterday 
at 10 p.m. on March 7. If you drink, if you are 
considering one day drinking, if you know 
people who drink — go. 

Prost! 
From March 7 to 12, the havoc of Willy Week 
will be overtaking the campus. This year's 
theme is "What Would Willy Brew?" Events 
include International Beer Night, Beer De-
bates and the Lovett Hall Centennial Celebra-
tion. No concert though. 

Finally! Spring break is here. A lot of kind and 
benevolent students have opted to go on ASB trips 
to help the less fortunate. Meanwhile, others (trust 
fund babies, we're looking at you) are going to 
party it out in some exotic beach location. 
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the Rice {Thresher 
Alcohol policy probation a 

necessary intervention 
We, as a student body, stepped over the line in the sand and now 

the consequences have arrived (see story, page 1). There was the al-
cohol forum, there were the alcohol talks at the residential colleges, 
there were the Thresher articles, there was the formation of a Student 
Association task force, there was the discussion all around campus 
— all addressing the issue of massive alcohol abuse around campus 
over the past year. Ignoring all of these endeavors, the student body 
has continued to consume alcohol with a total lack of responsibil-
ity; the recent abuse of alcohol has justifiably forced the university 
leadership to shift from idle threats to concrete action. The alcohol 
policy probation will cause a sweeping change to the party scene of 
campus; punch, a common staple of private parties will no longer be 
a legal choice of beverage. 

Ultimately the decision for this probation came at a time when 
forgoing intervention was an invitation for tragedy. Despite the calls 
for a return to our Culture of Care, alcohol abuse has yet to cease. It is 
unacceptable to have three or four students transported for hospital 
care from a single party on consecutive weekends; however, the lack 
of alcohol responsibility has made this sickening scenario an actual-
ity. Therefore, it is difficult for us as a student body to strongly debate 
this decision. The administration has a definitive responsibility to 
protect its students and its university's reputation. This decision by 
the university leadership was not a tough one or even a controversial 
one. If the status quo remains, students will continue to endanger 
themselves to the point of injury and inevitably death. 

This sort of drastic action will hopefully provide a spark of realiza-
tion to all of us around campus. In the short term it slows the rate at 
which students can consume alcohol and it forces the student body 
to adopt a philosophical change in the long term or risk pennanently 
losing the freedoms afforded by our previously generous alcohol pol-
icy. However, while this intervention is necessary at this point in time 
from administration's perspective, it is not a perfect answer. 

Definite questions arise regarding the implementation, efficacy, 
timing and effects of this probationary period. The ultimate enforce-
ment has been left to the colleges. The most obvious question regard-
ing this directive is how it will be executed. How will colleges and 
RUPD ensure no punch is served at private parties without unpro-
voked raids? Furthermore, the presence of other unbanned substanc-
es like malt liquor, beer, wine and Four Loko (uncaffeinated) will give 
students equal opportunity to get drunk if it is a student's desire to 
drink irresponsibly. Finally, the decision to make this announcement 
directly prior to spring break was not the optimal choice. The pro-
cess to discuss this sort of drastic action should have begun earlier, 
and the probation decision should have been announced prior to the 
days leading up to spring break. The late announcement and deci-
sion to wait a full week after the original announcement for college 
meetings will limit the possibility of thorough discussion regarding 
the new policy and immediate questions assoiciated with potential 
policy changes. 

There is no perfect solution to this multi-faceted problem; how-
ever, the best of solutions have the backing of students. The decision 
for the probation was made with input from college presidents and 
chief justices, so this directive is not a purely top-down approach. 
Additional college meetings provide a starting point from which 
productive discussion may begin. However, for this new policy to be 
successful, students must uniformly support it and we must instill 
long-term solutions to address alcohol abuse. 

In the immediate future, the answer to the question regarding en-
forcement of this probation lies with the students; RUPD will not be 
able to survey all the drinking that occurs on campus, so students 
have the duty of respecting this ban amongst themselves — because 
we believe it is in the best interests of the university, our friends, our 
suitemates and ourselves. This is the definition of Culture of Care. 
And this is not too much to ask. The dryness of 0-week is already sol-
emnly respected by students across campus; the respect for that pol-
icy is not out of fear of being caught (because RUPD does not actively 
seek out students breaking this rule) but out of a desire to do what is 
right and what is in the best interest of the community, namely new 
students. Similarly, we now hold the responsibility of ensuring that 
Rice reaps benefits from this probation. 

Looking into the future, this university needs to overhaul its 
O-week alcohol awareness and education for incoming students to 
ensure future classes are fully cognizant of the risks that we have 
faced over the past year. Education dispersal is not sufficient for 
incoming students; there is simply no alcohol education during ori-
entation outside of the guy/girl talk. Instilling modified versions of 
programs such as Choices and administering tests such as e-Chug 
during orientation could go a long way to equipping students with 
the knowledge necessary to make smart choices. Responsibility and 
good judgement are minimally effective without a proper base of 
knowledge when dealing with alcohol issues. 

This is a crossroads, and we risk losing more and more freedoms as 
a student body if we fail to change our ways. This probation represents 
the grim state of affairs regarding Rice's alcohol policy, and it is impera-
tive that we as students take conective action before it's too late. 
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O n l i n e C o m m e n t 
o f t h e W e e k 
In response to "Culture of care 

extends to aiding peers with mental 

health issues," Feb. 4: 

Thank you so much for writ-
ing this article. Your bravery 
is admirable, this article is 
definitely needed. 

It's true, Rice is a happy place, 
but that doesn't mean that every-
one is 100 percent happy all the 
time. I am currently recovering 

from a long-term mental i l lness 
and, with the support of my RAs 
and my close friends from my resi-
dential college, I am truly on the 
way to recovery. I wish more Rice 
students were as open about this 
as you are, because I agree that 
there is a great deal of stigma 
that surrounds mental illness. 
It does no one good to suffer in 
silence. The Counseling Center, 
RAs, RHAs, etc. are underutilized 
resources. I wish 1 had asked for 
help sooner — it would've made 
my life much easier, and happier. 

I'm the person with a 4 .0 GPA, 
leadership within my college and 
the broader Rice community, and 
tons of friends. I'm super-involved 
in sports, clubs, and organiza-
tions around campus. I have a 
mental illness and I wish I could 
be as open about it as you are. 
It doesn't have to be some huge, 
scary, taboo thing. The Culture of 
Care means that whoever we are, 
with whatever baggage we bring — 
we will be accepted and supported 
here. 

Anon 

. ^ . ^ c ^ v e o Last week's online poll results: 
How far will the baseball team advance this year? 

• National champions E3 College World Series 

• Super Regionals • Regionals 

This week's poll: What p lan w o u l d you l ike to see your co l l ege put 
into ac t ion regard ing the a l coho l po l icy probat ion? 

Cast your vo te on l ine at www.rirefhresher.orq 
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Op-Ed 
Muslim-Americans still face social dissent 

In the past year and a half, pub-
lic anti-Muslim sentiments have 
become increasingly toxic and vit-
riolic. A Florida pastor threatened 
to burn Qurans, gaining worldwide 
media at tention. The proposed 
mosque in Nashville, Tenn., has 
faced protests, arson, graffiti and 
even gunshots . The great state of 
Oklahoma has even passed an over-
whelming referendum that banned 
the use of "Sharia law" in the state. 

KarthikSoora 

Nationally, overall Gallup poll 
data shows that American impres-
sions of Islam have decreased in 
favorability in the last five years. 
Muslim-American claims now 
comprise 25 percent of discrimina-
tion claims to the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission. 
Tea Party-leaning politicians in-
creasingly argue that Muslims will 
never be able to assimilate into 
America, some even stating that all 
Muslim-Americans are a threat to 
"normal" Americans. 

This assumption is a mistake. 

By rejecting Muslim-Americans 
as our fellow citizens, we walk right 
into Osama Bin Laden's hands . Bin 
Laden's strategy rests on the prem-
ise that Islam and the West are 
incompatible. His terrorists con-
duct at tacks against the West and 
hope a resultant popular backlash 
against Western Muslims will make 
them believe assimilation is im-
possible and violence is the only 
recourse. Up till now, however, 
Americans have largely avoided 
the bait. Though our hands are not 
completely clean, we as a country 
have avoided returning to the days 
of Japanese internment and have 
largely lived in harmony with our 
fellow Muslim-Americans. 

However, there are many, par-
ticularly those on the far right, 
who lack foresight. They fail to 
realize that the vast majority of 
Muslim-Americans are already 
well integrated and accustomed to 
balancing their dual roles as both 
Americans and Muslims. To reject 
them and their culture while call-
ing them terrorists and radicals is 
to fall into self-fulfilling prophe-
cies whereby we create the very 
terrorists we despise. After listen-
ing to current rhetoric, particu-
larly that of the great Sarah Palin, 
I was inspired enough to stand up, 
write this column, and "refudiate" 
her s tatements. 

It seems fairly obvious that the 
majority of those who fear Muslim-
Americans have never had expo-
sure to them, and most are likely 
unaware of the many Muslims that 
exist in their midst . To them, all 
Muslim-Americans are a Taliban-
like caricature they most likely 
see on Fox News: bearded, angry, 
uneducated, and completely dedi-
cated to Islamic domination of ev-
eryone's life. They fear the scary 
monster Muslim "under the bed" 
and miss the everyday ones who 
care more about Black Friday shop-
ping than ideological concerns. 

They should take a step out-
doors, extend a hand in fr iendship 
and come to know their fellow Mus-
lim-Americans as I have. Yes, most 
of them do not drink. Yes, many of 
them do not date. But yes, they are 
all normal and still know how to 
have fun.So, I'm not suggesting that 
you should all go out and hug the 
nearest Muslim-American you see. 
But the struggle to avoid a "Clash 
of Civilizations" doesn't just start 
in the hallowed halls of Washing-
ton or the UN, it starts with you. Do 
the patriotic thing and stand up to 
Bin Laden. 

Uncle Sam wants you ... to get to 
know a Muslim-American. 

Karthik Soora is a 

Will Rice College senior. 

Young generation embodies activism 
A few days ago, I went on a hunt 

for British policemen. Not only did I 
want to examine those stereotypical, 
unique British police caps in greater 
detail but I also wanted to get an in-
side look of the interesting crowd of 
student activists they surrounded. 

Shamsa Mangalji 

Passionate crowds of students 
and concerned citizens alike have 
been rallying around the UK for 
months demanding a repeal of a 
controversial education reform bill 
passed recently. The bill calls for a 
dramatic cutback of federal funds 
to British universities. Government 
officials have cited the economic 
crisis as grounds for cutting the 
funds. To make up for lost sponsor-
ship, Parliament has raised yearly 
university tuition fees from 3,000 to 
9,000 pounds. This bite to the wal-
lets and threat to academic integrity 
has caused thousands of members 
of the British populace to take to 
the streets. 

I knew I was getting closer when 
I heard lovely chords of techno, Daft 
Punk-esque music playing. Upon my 
arrival to the rally, I was confronted 
by a huge student donning a bright 

orange clown wig. He violently 
tugged a small wheelbarrow towards 
me with a hideous doll inside it and 
commanded me to "kick the doll." 
When he saw the confused look on 
my face, my new clown friend proud-
ly explained the symbolism behind 
his request. 

"That's what the government is 
doing right now. By raising the cost 
of our education to nine grand, they 
are kicking our kids. Let's show them 
what they're doing," the clown said. 
The laughing crowd took turns light-
ly kicking the doll while eager broad-
casters flashed their cameras in the 
background. Other student activists 
led passionate, clever chants, shout-
ing "education is our right, they 
say cutbacks we say fight!" This, I 
thought, was democracy at its finest. 

Our generation is not the apathet-
ic, ignorant generation social com-
mentators have routinely claimed it 
to be. Prominent writers like Thomas 
Friedman have made it a point to 
shake their heads and sigh at us 
for "failing to light a fire" under the 
country. They assume we lack the 
knowledge and sense of activism 
that protestors of Vietnam War held, 
for example. I disagree. Just like 
past activists, we students value our 
rights. Just like them, we actively en-
gage in issues that affect us person-
ally. Any decision made by leaders 
which compromises our prized val-
ues will be fought. 

Though student activism may not 
completely override undesired legis-

lation, it benefits communities in un-
precedented ways. Well-publicized 
rallies and protests bring attention to 
an issue. When large demonstrations 
are held, legislators certainly feel the 
fire; they are pressured to engage in 
dialogue with protestors. Rice's own 
student-led KTRU protest proves this, 
case in point. Joey Yang, a vocal op-
ponent of KTRU's sale, understands 
that that the movement could not 
have materialized "without 250 peo-
ple showing up in 100 degree heat" 
to protest the sale of KTRU's tower to 
the University of Houston. Mark Hoff-
man, another opponent, knew that 
the administration's failure to re-
spond accordingly would jeopardize 
their credibility and spread a "nega-
tive" atmosphere on campus. 

We can and do fight for our re-
spective causes. But we absolutely 
cannot take our democratic rights 
for granted. After viewing horrify-
ing coverage of violent protests in 
the Middle East, I feel blessed to 
have the ability to speak freely and 
fight for whatever I believe in. I sin-
cerely hope that, with time, citizens 
of these countries will be given the 
same freedoms that I have. 

"Did you do what your clown 
friend told you to do?" you may ask. 
Most certainly; I'm proud to say that 
1 exercised my democratic rights with 
a passion the day of the London pro-
test. I kicked that doll. Hard. 

Shamsa Mangalji is a 

Martel College junior. 

Responsibility and alcohol 
a simple union to create 

I am 19 years old. The United 
States drinking age is 21. Needless 
to say, I come up short of being able 
to legally drink alcohol in the U.S. 
So, since it is illegal for me to drink, 
I do not. But, if I did drink, then I 
would be responsible about it. 

If I drank alcohol, then first, I 
would be mindful of the dangers 
of the "pre-game." The pre-game 
usually involves drinking rapidly 
to achieve a desired level of intoxi-
cation prior to a party. What many 
do not consider is that they will 
probably drink more at the party, 
and thus should take this fact into 
considerat ion. I would realize this 
fact, and not pre-game to the point 
of endgame intoxication. If I drank, 
then I would include in my pre-
game food and water. I would un-
derstand that drinking on an empty 
stomach can lead to an increased 
rate of intoxication, and thus many 
problems could arise. 
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Drayton Thomas 

If I drank alcohol, then I would 
champion the "buddy system." It 
is not just for little kids on elemen-
tary school field trips. It can save 
lives. If I were the half of the buddy 
pair who was intoxicated, i would 
inform my friend that I was near-
ing a dangerous threshold before 
I reached it. If I became separated 
from my buddy, then I would drunk 
text, call and/or knock. At least this 
way, he would know where I was 
and if I needed help. If my buddy 
was drunk, then I would remain in 
a coherent state of mind, because 
then my judgment would need to 
be solid. I would remember that I 
was the sober one, and therefore 
would not let my drunk friend per-
suade me to let him consume more 
alcohol. If I saw a random drunk 
person walking alone on campus, 
then I would not chuckle to myself 
and my friends. I would realize 
that this random person may be in 
trouble, and I would not want him 
to turn into a case in which RUPD 
finds an abandoned , passed out 
s tudent . Also, if my friend got out 
of my control, and I did not know 
whether or not EMS was required, I 
would call EMS anyway, as I know I 
will not get in trouble and a second 
opinion from someone well-trained 
cannot hurt . 

If I drank alcohol, then I would 
remember to be responsible for 
myself. I would count the number 
of s tandard drinks that I had. If I 
came across a drink of unknown 
potency, I would not drink it since 
I could not accurately count it. I 
would know the difference be-
tween different types of alcohol. 

Vodka and grain alcohol are very 
different. Grain alcohol, such as 
Mohawk or Everclear, has roughly 
twice the alcohol concentrat ion of 
normal hard liquor. Furthermore, I 
would realize that my tolerance is 
not the same as anyone else's. That 
in mind, I would neither expect 
someone to drink as much as me 
nor try to drink as much as some-
one else. Before considering doing 
anything such as climbing a tree, 
I would ask myself: "What would 
sober me do?" I would realize that 
most of the time, sober me would 
not do it. 

If I drank alcohol, I would 
be mindful of the various drink-
ing games. These games should 
be played with beer, not liquor. I 
would have observed that a game 
such as beer pong can result in less 
drinking overall than the absence 
of a drinking game. However, 
games such as flip cup, sink the 
booze, circle of death and power 
hour usually involve an increased 
rate and quanti ty of drinking. 
Having noted that , I would be ex-
tra cautious when playing any of 
those games. 

If I drank alcohol, then I might 
decide to host a party that involved 
alcohol. If it involved a keg, punch 
or more than a handle of liquor, 
then I would inform my college's 
Chief Justice in advance. Prior to 
anything that could reasonably be 
called a party (e.g. not just drir j<-
ing a few beers while watching a 
game), I would have a talk with my 
Chief Justice and go over how I ex-
pected the party to go, and what he 
expected from me. If I made punch, 
then I would label it with its alco-
hol content. I got into Rice, so it 
would not be difficult for me to cal-
culate a conversion ratio, e.g. one 
cup of punch equals x cups of beer. 
I would ensure that the punch was 
made by a sober person, and not 
just a drunken me or friend wildly 
dumping booze and mixers into a 
cooler. I would also make avail-
able a source of water, in a sepa-
rate cooler or otherwise. I would 
definitely consider using smaller 
cups to slow down alcohol con-
sumption. If I drank alcohol, then 1 
might host a stop on a crawl. Since 
many crawls have eleven stops, I 
would make sure that several stops 
on the crawl involved food and 
water instead of alcohol. I would 
also inform my Chief Justice that I 
was hosting a stop at my college, in 
order to prevent any out of control 
behavior and/or property damage. 

If I drank, then I would do my 
best to follow these guidelines, and 
to listen to my fr iends if they told 
me I had had too much. I would 
also look out for my friends, and 
cut them off if needed. I would ac-
knowledge that while drinking can 
be very fun, it can also be very dan-
gerous. What would you do? 

Drayton Thomas is a 

Duncan College freshman. 

Got somethin' on your mind? 
et the entire Rice community read it. 
Write a column for the Rice Thresher. «sr 

email thresher-ops@rice.edu for details 

mailto:thresher-ops@rice.edu
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Willy Week Preview 
Monday, March 7 
• Lovctt Natl Centennial Celebration: The Lovett Hall Centen-

nial Celebration will start at 7 p.m. There will be CUPCAKES & 
FIREWORKS!! There wilt also be a video on a huge screen over the 
Sallyport, as well a few influential speakers. 

Tuesday, March 8 
• Beer Debates: Join us at Pub at 8 p.m. for some goofy and dra-

matic moments as Sid Richardson Master Elise Sawyer, Lovett RA 
Molly Slattery, and Communications Professor Glenn Prince de-
bate deep, profound questions that perplex most of us,such as... 
"Does size matter?" 

Wednesday, March 9 
• Trivia: Come to Willy's Pub for trivia at 11 p.m.! The winning group 

gets free "What Would Willy Brew?" T-shirts. 

• Rice Night at the Rodeo: Join us at Reliant Stadium at 6:45 p.m. 
for roping, barrel racing, bull riding, mutton busting and a Mar-
tina McBride concert right afterward! What more could you 
ask for in good ol' Texas? (for more info.: facebook.com/event. 
php ?eid-197721263571719) 

Thursday, March 10 
• international Beer Night: The Rice Annual Fund Student Ini-

tiative is sponsoring $1 international beers and snacks at Willy's 
Pub at 10 p.m.! Free drink tickets wil l be given to donors to the 
Class of 2011 Senior Gift Campaign (quantities are limited). 

Saturday, March 12 
• BEER BIKE!!! 

•ALCOHOL 
FROM PAGE1 

body, Hutchinson wrote that the pro-
bation wi l l be in place until further 
notice, which he said means until 
effective education and enforcement 
measures are put in place. 

Hutchinson said that when he dis-
cussed the degree of the problem with 
student leadership, they asked to take 
on responsibility for it. 

"The most effective responses 
are those which are student-initiat-
ed and student-created," Hutchin-
son said. "That's why these solu-
tions are not in the letter —• they're 
sti l l being created." 

Brown College President Joey 
Spinella said he anticipates working 
with the leadership of Brown to draft 
a plan that that they can implement 
together as a community. 

"We have not yet determined the 
specific logistics but it wi l l have short-
term as well as long-term program-
ming," Spinella said. "The college 
system is a defining characteristic of 
Rice, so it is most effective for each 
college to join together as a commu-
nity and determine the best way to 
solve this issue." 

Every college wi l l hold a townhall-
style meeting at 10 p.m. on the Mon-
day night of Willy Week to spread 
the immediate message. Spinella 
said that in the longer term, the col-
leges are looking to establish more 
on-going integration of healthy alco-
hol habits into life at the college and 
make changes in how alcohol is ad-
dressed during 0-Week. 

Spinella suggested that given the 
existence of the current honor code 
test, Rice could implement a simi-
lar alcohol test that so that students 
would have to demonstrate a level of 
knowledge about the policy before 
registering. 

According to Tran, for Martel, he 
believes that putting the focus on 
enforcement isn't the right way to go 
about it. 

" I think the preventative measures 
are going to be enough," Tran said. 
"For us, we believe that we do have 
a really good community, good envi-
ronment - I don't think that there are 
many issues at Martel specifically." 

Wiess College President Charlie 
Dai said there wi l l be an emphasis on 
assessing Rice's drinking culture. Dai 
said that at this point, it is imperative 
that students understand the urgency 
of this issue. 

" I think right now it is best to make 
sure that everyone is on the same 
page, to make sure that people are re-
ally considering the issues," Dai said. 
"Perhaps the information wasn't dis-
seminated well before, but we need to 
make sure students understand." 

According to Dai, the best thing to 
do from this point is to have positive 
reinforcement and to let the students 
decide what is the best kind of action. 

"We're looking at peer reinforce-
ment in that students wi l l look out 
for one another - it's important to let 
students make their own decision," 
Dai said. "We all have a vested inter-
est - we need to make smart decisions 
that would be best for our entire com-
munity." 

According to SA President Georgia 
Lagoudas, the SA wi l l promote and 
support the newly-created Drink-
ing Culture Task Force, so that the 
committee can quickly work to put 
together a long-term education plan 
and steps to take in order to promote 
campus-wide awareness. She said 
the DCTF can also work to help the 
colleges develop structures within 
each of their community that sup-
ports safe and responsible behavior. 

"The DCTF wil l continue with 
their plan to address the drinking cul-
ture at Rice, but this wi l l now be done 
with a sense of urgency in the light of 
the situation," Lagoudas said. "1 hope 
that they can serve as a central source 
of information regarding alcohol 

abuse and can work closely with ad-
ministration and college leadership." 

Sid Richardson College freshman 
Caitlin Devereaux said that consid-
ering the recent instances of hard 
alcohol abuse, something needed 
to be done. She said that while the 
Rice alcohol policy has placed a lot 
of trust in the hands of the students, 
some students have violated that trust 
through their irresponsibility. 

"While many Rice students have 
respected the alcohol policy, it is 
important to recognize that we are a 
community, and the ful l support of all 
students is needed to find and imple-
ment solutions that promote drinking 
safety for our campus as a whole," 
Devereaux said. "The administration 
has trusted students for a long time, 
members of our community violated 
that trust, and now is our chance to 
earn it back." 

Brown College junior Philip Tar-
pley said that the alcohol policy is a 
privilege, not a right, and students 
need to show the administration that 
they can act responsibly. The problem 
currently is not the amount of alco-
hol, Tarpley said, but the culture sur-
rounding it. 

"Drinking at Rice used to be fo-
cused more on social drinking," Tar-
pley said. "Now we see a lot more 
binge drinking, which is much more 
harmful." 

Hutchinson said that while it was 
unfortunate the announcement of the 
probation came right before spring 
break, it was important to protect the 
safely of students. 

"1 think that this action is intend-
ed to spark an ongoing conversation 
about the uses and abuses of alcohol 
and spring break is going to inter-
rupt that, but the timing is such that 
I really think that action is needed," 
Hutchinson said. "That's why I initi-
ated action with the students and 
that's why students asked for the re-
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100 Days succeeds despite bus delays I ggj BEYOND THE HtPGES 

BY SETH BROWN 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Studen t s a t t end ing 100 Days w h o 
wen t to the Sallyport at 11 p.m. Tues-
day night for the p l a n n e d shut t le ser-
vice were in for a long wait or ended 
u p having to get to Rich's Nightclub 
on thei r own thanks to a t ranspor t 
miscommunica t ion . 

Senior Commit tee Member Dar-
ren Arquero said the shut t le service 
arrived a r o u n d 12:45 a .m. Wednes-
day morn ing . The service, the Hous-
ton Wave, is owned by Jones School 
a l u m n a Lauren Barrash ('08). 

Barrash said she got on Facebook 
around 11:30 p.m. on Tuesday and got 
a message asking if the buses were run-
ning late. She then contacted her driv-

ers, who had thought that they did not 
need to pick u p s tudents until 1:15 a.m. 
on Wednesday, and they went out to 
pick u p s tudents still waiting at the Sal-
lyport and take s tudents back who were 
ready to return to Rice. 

Arquero said that 450 tickets were 
sold for the event, raising a round 
$5,000 for the Senior Gala, but be-
cause the buses were late, there were 
about 100 fewer people there than 
they had expected. 

"It s u c k s b e c a u s e p e o p l e 
b o u g h t t i cke t s a n d d i d n ' t get to 
g o , " A r q u e r o s a i d . 

The senior committee was refunded 
the cost of having the Houston Wave 
drive for 100 Days and the Houston 
Wave has offered to provide free trans-
port for the Senior Gala, Arquero said. 

Besides the transport issues, Arqu-
ero said he was satisfied with the out-
come of the event. 

"I think it went really well — we had 
five bars open; it was really good busi-
ness," Arquero said. 

Martel College senior Jun Kim said 
he ended up cramming into a cab in or-
der to get to Rich's Nightclub. 

"We just ran toward Entrance One 
and tried to wave down a cab. One of 
them stopped and we stuffed a bunch 
of people into the back," Kim said. 

Kim said that the event itself was 
exciting a n d a good experience, 
though he wondered why it was not 
advertised more. 

"I feel like people didn't know about 
it — for some reason, it didn't quite 
catch on, 1 think," Kim said. 

Rice alumnus writes speeches for Obama 
BY HALLIE JORDAN 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

President Barack Obama 's foreign 
policy speech writer — a n d a Rice Uni-
versity a l u m n u s — Benjamin Rhodes 
c a m e to Rice on Monday to describe 
working for the president to a stu-
dent-fi l led James A. Baker III Insti tute 
Dore Commons . 

Primarily, Rhodes demonstra ted 
how he thought writing for Obama was 
like writing for the entire world. 

"Thing you realize when you are a 
presidential speech writer is the num-
ber of audiences you have," Rhodes 
said. "The American people first and 
foremost but also a broader global 
audience. It's kind of weird to know 
when you are writing a speech that 
Osama bin Laden is going to read it." 

Rhodes went on to describe how 
he works with Obama to create a 
speech - primarily Rhodes listens 
whi le Obama expla ins wha t he wan t s 

to say a n d then creates draf t after 
draf t as Obama edits. 

"You have to know that the first 
draft is not the final one, and you have 
to have the humility to know that your 
opinion is not the most important ." 

The recent conflicts in Egypt 
turned out to be very exciting and 
stressful , Rhodes said. 

"Each day that Mubarak spoke 
we had to turn a round a presiden-
tial s ta tement almost immediately," 
Rhodes said. "So you are draft ing 
something for the president that you 
know is going to be consumed by bil-
lions of people a round the world in a 
matter of minutes and hours ." 

Though stressful for a speech 
writer, Rhodes said he and the Obama 
adminis t ra t ion view the uprisings in 
Egypt to be a positive change. 

"We see the protests as opportuni-
ties and not as crises," he said. "With 
all the instability in the region, when 
people are s tanding u p for universal 

rights, that ' s a good thing." 
Rhodes began working for Obama 

as a campaign speech writer before the 
president had won the primaries. 

"It was a pretty diverse job," Rhodes 
said. "You can work on a speech for 
the president to give to 30,000 people 
or something for 40 people in a back-
yard in Iowa. We covered the m a p of 
American politics." 

Rhodes graduated from Rice in 
2000 and moved to Washington D.C. 
after spending a year in New York City 
where he witnessed 9/11. 

"I wanted to figure out how to at-
tune my life to what was going on in 
the world," Rhodes, who is also Depu-
ty National Security Advisor for Strate-
gic Communicat ions, said. 

He strongly encouraged s tudents to 
actively seek out jobs. 

"If you show up and are confident 
and work hard, doors have a way of 
opening for people," Rhodes said. "I 
found myself matched to the job." 

NATIONAL 

Wisconsin gover-
nor stands firm 

After a negative reception of 
Governor Scott Walker's (R-WI) 
proposed bill to cut finances 
and rights of public-employee 
unions, he is still pushing for other 
Republican governors to present 
the same ideas in their own states. 
Walker said he has talked with Ohio 
Governor John Kasich and Nevada 
Governor Brian Sandoval and 
suggested that his counterparts in 
Michigan and Florida follow in his 
suit. Prompted by Walker's work 
in Wisconsin, tea party groups are 
organizing grass-roots attempts 
to support Walker and others 
advocating pension reform, limiting 
public-sector collective bargaining 
and spending cuts. Liberal groups 
have meanwhile been spurred into 
encouraging protests in Wisconsin 
and planning rallies in all state 
capitals for Saturday. 

Source: Washington Post 

INTERNATIONAL 

Unrest continues 
in Libya 

Leader of Libya Colonel Muam-
mar el-Qaddafi is stock-piling forces 
in the Libyan capital of Tripoli to try 
and retain control against the week-
old uprisings around the country. 
Qaddafi has gathered troops from 
the military which still remain loyal 
to him, as well as mercenaries from 
across northern Africa. These troops 
have been massing in the streets of 
Tripoli because, allegedly, they are 
willing to carry out kill orders other 
military members have refused. 
Residents said that the troops are 
heavily armed. Many Egyptians 
who were working in Libya have 
escaped; around 24,000 Egyptians 
have now crossed the border over 
to Egypt to avoid the violence, 
carrying with them some of the 
wounded and dead. Italian authori-
ties report around 1,000 have died 
in the protests in Libya. 

Source: New York Times 

RUPD POLICE BLOTTER 
The fol lowing i tems were reported to the Rice Univer-
sity Police Department for the period February 15-22. 

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES 

Hanszen College Feb. 15 

Hanszen College Feb. 19 

Hanszen College Feb. 19 

ACADEMIC BUILDINGS 

Herring Hall Feb. 17 

Sewal l Hall Feb. 18 

Keck Hal Feb. 21 

Sex o f f e n s e s (non-forcible) 

Alcohol v io lat ions 

Public intoxication 

Burglary 

Theft 

Theft 

. t a P ' o c a * W f - f y . 

21 • 11 

8383 Westheimer @ Dunvale 
713-782-6669 

Mon - Fri 10AM - 5PM 
Buy one drink, GET ONE FREE! 

Mon - Thu 5PM - 9PM 
Buy two drinbs, GET ONE FREE! 

*1 love this place! The drinks are 
delicious... they have never 
disapppointed me." 

-Muoi N. 

u\ love Happy Teahouse. The 
bubble tea is good there, and 
they are not stingy with the 
tapioca/ 

-Sabrina D. 

"You bnow those hang out places 
that only seem to be real in TV 
shows? Well, this is just libe those, 
if not better / 

-Evan G. 

"Come on over to Happy Teahouse, 
a great place to have asian 
tapioca drinbs, socialize, play 
games, study, or e a t / 

-Kevin Y. 
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IT survev deadline extended 
ELLEN LIU 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rico Information Technology 
stated that it will probably be keep-
ing its annual survey open for two 
more weeks after falling short of 
desired response levels. To gather 
feedback on the campus's technol-
ogy resources and usage from un-
dergraduate and graduate students, 
staff and faculty, IT has conducted 
this survey for almost six years and 
incorporated incentives to motivate 
more responses. 

Carlyn Chatfield, the manager 
of IT communication, said that the 
survey was created through Rice's 
Inquisite software. IT published the 
link through Twitter, Facebook and a 
Thresher ad. It also sent three or four 
e-mail messages to students, faculty 
and staff members and through col-
lege and employee mailing lists. In 
addition, fliers were distributed to be 
posted in common gathering areas. 

Gary Kidney, Academic and Re-
search Computing Director, said 
this was the first year IT had offered 
one unified survey to all groups of 
respondents. Chatfield stated that 
in previous years, IT ran separate 
surveys for undergraduates, gradu-
ate students, faculty and staff. She 
said participation ranged from 
1,435 participants in 2008 to 2.000 
participants in 201c. Chatfield 
noted that, in previous years, stu-
dents responded best if there was 
a chance of winning a small but 
popular prize. Consequently, this 
year, IT offered students who com-
pleted the survey the chance to win 
an iPod shuffle. 

"We have offered iPods in the past," 
Chatfield explained. "When we didn't 
offer prizes in 2009, our undergradu-
ate participation dropped some." 

Vice Provost of Information Tech-

nology Kamran Khan said IT had 
several questions for students that 
stemmed from recent national sur-
veys of young adults. According to 
him, these surveys reported three 
trends: more peole using the com-
puter for networking rather than pro-
ductivity, more users becoming in-
formation producers rather than just 
consumers and technology becoming 
more mobile and wireless. 

it 

"I do think that it's a 
really good idea that 

they're trying to reach 
out to the student 

body to get our input, 
given that technology 

is something we use 
constantly at Rice." 

Libby Ulman 
Sid Richardson '13 

99 

Khan said IT wanted to know how 
and why Rice students follow current 
trends and whether students differ 
significantly from faculty and staff 
on these variables, and it addressed 
these questions in the "Digital You" 
section of the survey. 

Khan said IT wanted at least a 
25 percent student response. The 
results would be used to measure 
and assess many aspects of tech-
nology services and report IT ac-
tivities to the university. Accord-
ing to Khan and Chatfield, results 
of the survey are usually analyzed 
by Kidney in April and reported in 
May. Survey results are presented 

to the Information Technology Ad-
visory Committee, and a summary 
report is published for the campus 
community on the VPIT Web site. 
IT is then usually invited to pres-
ent interesting findings to various 
audiences, such as the SA. 

"We are looking to further en-
hance the services and learn about 
our students' tech learning habits," 
Khan said, "We take the survey re-
sults and feedback very seriously 
and plan the next 12 months ac-
cordingly." 

Khan explained that IT has utilized 
data from past surveys to initiate im-
provement projects like OWL-Socrates, 
wireless network access across cam-
pus, upgrades to OWLNet, IT Alerts 
and a new interface for WebMail. Last 
year's survey results prompted two 
additional planned enhancements: a 
new calendar tool and the movement 
of student e-mails to a better storage 
location known as "the cloud." 

Chatfield said she can't predict 
how feedback will be this year but 
urges people to respond regardless. 

"Take the survey! We need to hear 
from you," said Chatfield. 

Martel College freshman Luz Ro-
cha said she completed the survey 
simply because IT sent her the e-mail. 

"I just wanted to have one fewer un-
read message in my inbox," said Rocha. 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Libby Ulman said she hadn't 
yet taken the IT survey but still sup-
ported IT's efforts to gather student 
opinions. 

"I remember getting the e-mail 
about it and making a mental note 
to do it, but it completely slipped 
my mind," Ulman said. "But I do 
think that it's a really good idea 
that they're trying to reach out to 
the student body to get our input, 
given that technology is something 
we use constantly at Rice." 

Picture YOURself 
Bring friends and get your picture taken for the Campani le Yearbook! 

March 8th, 2011 

6 P M - 12 AM 

RMC Grand Hall 

Leave Your Mark in the Year 

2011 
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V l STUDENTASSOCIATION MINUTES 
1 The following were noted at the most recent meeting of 

the Student Association on February 21. 

• SA President Selim Sheikh presented SA general election results: 
Georgia Lagoudas is the new president, Maria Pickett the new IVP, 
Sanjula Jain the new EVP, Yoonjin Min the new secretary, and Ellen Liu 
the new treasurer. 

• Packets for spring elections will be available on March 7, campaign-
ing runs from March 14-15 and voting from March 16-18. The positions 
available are University Court Representatives, Honor Council Reps, 
and Campanile Editor. Changeover will be March 21. 

• Proposals to the ALFA Committee can be submitted online by March 7 
and more information can be found on their website at alfa.rice.edu/ 

• EVP Carl Nelson presented information about the RMC renovations 
survey. Students said better food was most important. Most people 
do not study at the RMC but still wanted places to meet and study in 
groups. Rice staff uses the bookstore the most, and students think it 
is expensive. Students also want the RMC to have a more open, more 
modern look, a convenience store, and other possibilities. 

• The Families Weekend Committee needs representatives from all col-
leges. E-mail Jain names by the end of the week at sanjula.jain@rice. 
edu 

• Molly Hubbard, the University Art Director, talked about the Public Art 
Program. Current projects include an LED light project in the Biosci-
ence Research Collaborative, recycled plastic bottles and portraits of 
leaves at the Brochstein Pavilion, the Suzanne Deal Booth Pavilion, 
and a James Turrell Skyspace, which is a permanent artwork in front 
of the Shephard School of Music that should be done by November. 
E-mail mhipp@rice.edu with questions and comments. 

• The SA also discussed moving the Fall Recess from October 8-9 to the 
Thursday and Friday beforehand, which would be during the Centen-
nial Celebration. Possible major events during this celebration in-
clude Bill Gates speaking, Esperanza, and a light show. 

• IVP Ryan Fleming discussed standing committee reform, which 
included restructuring the Academics, Environmental, Sports 
and Health, and Student Life committees to divide workload 
evenly and update by-laws. E-mail Fleming with questions and 
ideas at ryan.c.fleming@rice.edu. 

• Drinking Culture Task Force Applications are available online at 
sa.rice.edu. Those interested should fill out a short application 
before 11:59 p.m. on Saturday, February 26. 

• The Conference of Private Universities was at Southwestern Uni-
versity in Georgetown. Six schools attended the two-day confer-
ence, where they shared ideas about different structures within 
the SA and set new agendas about initiatives private universities 
should take on. Rice University will host the next CPU in 2012. 

• The SA will vote on the Centennial bill at the next meeting on 
March 7. 

PERFORMING 
S FEBRUARY 26 

• • • • 

U TWO-DAY PA//E/ WHILE THEY U /T 
WWW.HAMICUMUVmOM.COM - PROMO CODE OWU 

18 PARADEI 
M CONCERT/ 
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TOWN HALL MINUTES 
The following were noted at President Leebron's semi-
annual Town Hall meeting on February 22. 

• The endowment was at $4.1 billion as of the end of 2010, up 
from $3.6 billion at the end of fiscal year 2009 and $3.8 billion 
at the end of FY 2010 but down from $4.7 billion in 2007 and 
$4.6 billion in 2008. 

• There were 13,795 applicants for the class of 2015, more than 
7,000 of whom were from outside Texas. 

• There are no plans for further across-the-board budget reduc-
tions. There will be a pay raise pool. There will be no increase 
in recreation center fees, and the university's need-blind ad-
mission and scholarship policies will be maintained. However, 
medical and dental insurance fees and parking rates will likely 
rise. 

• State and federal budget cuts may impact financial aid and 
grants. 

• The Centennial Campaign had received $700 million as of Jan. 
31, up from $626.9 million at the end of FY 2010. 

• The university's $800 million construction program is nearly 
complete - the Wilson House has been completed, Brockman 
Hall has its grand opening soon and the James Turrell Sky-
space wilt begin construction on March 29. 

• Discussions are in progress across campus concerning the 
Rice Initiatives — priorities to guide the university over the 
next ten years — which are bioscience and health, energy and 
the environment and international strategy. 

• Twenty-two percent of tenure-track faculty are foreign citi-
zens, and 34 percent of graduate students and 11 percent of 
recent freshmen are from abroad. Rice has gone from being 
100th for 2009-2010 to being 47th for 2010-2011 in the Times 
Higher Education rankings. 

• Rice is not currently in merger discussions with any medical 
school, but the university is attempting to deepen its relation-
ships with Baylor College of Medicine and other institutions 
across the Texas Medical Center. The Bioscience Research Col-
laborative should have a higher occupancy by next year. 

• Respect, integrity, community and excellence are all shared 
values that contribute to Rice's leadership. 

• Rice Gallery Manager Jaye Anderton received the Elizabeth Gil-
iis Award for Exemplary Service this year. 

• Lovett Hall's centennial will be celebrated at 7 p.m. on 
March 7 in the Founder's Court. 

• The university is looking into what should be done online with 
classes by exploring where possible revenues are. 

• University facilities are being prepared for the Centennial Cel-
ebration by employees looking for things around the univer-
sity that need to be cleaned up and ensuring that things that 
need to be done are done in time. 

• Although some A-1 budgets might not be restored to pre-cut 
levels, this depends on spending priorities. The university ex-
pects to have the resources to have new things going forward. 

Swttiwill 
Hamburger Grill 
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CARLSBIRG 

DENMARK 

A lager with light hops and 

grapefruit flavors. 

BAVARIA BEER I 

THE NETHERLANDS 

AFFLIGEM BLONDE 2—1. 

BELGIUM 

FULLER LOUDON PORTER 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Porters come about when mixing old ale and new 

ale. The old ale gives it a sour, acidic texture, 

while the new give it a bouquet of flavors: coffee, 

chocolate, marshmallow and brown sugar. 

KINGFISHER LAGER 

UNITED KINGDOM 

JJG WARSTEINER 

(JP) OUNKEL 

" A 

GERMANY 

PAULANLR PREMIUM 

PILSNER 

GERMANY 

This Munich lager is mild in flavor and 

hoppy on the palate. 

Sr. PAULI GIRL 

GERMANY 

A light lager from Bremen. St. Pauli Girl is 

aromatic and bright with a hoppy texture. 

® HOFBRAU 

ORIGINAL 

MUM* GERMANY 

PACIFICO CLARA 

MEXICO 

BITBURGER o , 
LONG NECK 
GERMANY 

BITBURGER 

LONGNECK 

GERMANY 

CHANG 

THAILAND 

MURPHY'S IRISH RED 

I re land 

A beer with subtle fruit flavors 

and a toasty aroma. The texture 

is tea-like and smooth. 

HAMBI 

FRANCE 

BIRRA MORETTI 

ITALY 

Owned by Heineken, this Italian 

double malt has a nose full of oak 

and dried fruit and a roasted, 

nutty flavor. 

SINGHA ALE 

THAILAND 

A Thai beer with citrus 

notes subdued with 

some saltiness. 

TSINGTAO 

CHINA 

An Asian lager. Clean, 

super-light, and sharp in 

texture. 

ASAHI 

M SUPER DRY 

W / JAPAN 

...... KIRIN 

~ ?§£ ICHIBAN 

JAPAN 

SAPPORO 

WW PREMIUM 

SILVER 

JAPAN 

SAN MIGUEL 

DARK BEER 

Phi l ippines 

£ 

CZECHVAR 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

The Czech "Budweiser1 

yielded its name in the 

American & European market 

to its competitor, and it is 

now distributed by 

Anheuser-Busch. The beer 

itself has long-lingering hop 

notes and a smooth texture. 

A pilsner. 

J STEINLAGER 

NEW ZEALAND 

_ 3R TIGER 

SINGAPORE 

Tiger lager is rich and 

salty. The beer is made 

with maize as well as 

malted barley and 

hops. 

Around the World in 80 Beers... 
Let's take a look at the variety of brews in store for International Beer Night during Willy Week. 

Graphic by Chuck Aligbe 

Call for 2011-12 Humanities 
Undergraduate Research Fellowships 

! £ V *s ' . •>' ' . . . . . .' > 'J . . W - J , ut£ 1 rSa >• ' : 

• • • • • • 

^ H U M A N I T I E S 

RESEARCH CENTLR 
*%%%. 

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 9, 2011 

The Humanities Research Center wil l award summer 
and yearlong fellowships to undergraduates with strong 
backgrounds in the humanities. Students work with 
cutting-edge faculty on an innovative humanities-based 
research project. 

RECIPIENTS OF EACH PROGRAM 
WILL RECEIVE A STIPEND OF $1000 

Please visit http://hrc.rice.edu/undergradprograms/ 
to view a list of the project opportunities for Summer 
2011 and Fall 2011 /Spring 2012 and to apply. 

Humanities Research Center • MS 620 
P.O. Box 1892 • Houston, TX 77251-1892 

ph 713-348-2770 • fax 713-348-2729 
http://hrc.rice.edu • hrcfrice.edu 

http://hrc.rice.edu/undergradprograms/
http://hrc.rice.edu
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Religion and hip-hop course engages community 
Bernard Freeman, Anthony Pinn take learning outside the hedges 

BY CONNOR HAYES 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Anthony Pinn, Agnes Cullen Arnold Pro-
fessor of Humanities and Professor of Re-
ligious Studies, has taught a course on reli-
gion and hip-hop since the Spring of 2007. 
The class has always been among the most 
popular in its department, with around 150 
students enrolled each year. This spring's 
course, however, filled to its capacity of 240 
students during the first day of registration. 
The reason behind the sudden increase in 
student interest is no secret: Pinn is now 
co-teaching the course with a very popular 
guest. A tangible cross-campus buzz began to 
spread when Pinn announced late last spring 
that Port Arthur, Texas rapper Bernard Free-
man, known more commonly as rapper Bun 
B, would be joining him in Duncan Hall each 
Tuesday and Thursday morning. 

Freeman, known simply as "Prof" to Pinn and 
his students, explained that his vast career expe-
rience as a rapper and his intimate connection 
with the city of Houston make up for his lack of a 
background in academia. 

"I had no college experience before this. I am 
here purely on my merits in the hip-hop commu-
nity and the Houston community. My experience 
comes from real life application, not collegiate 
expertise," Freeman 
said. 

The course, co-
sponsored by the 
Religious Studies 
department and the 
Houston Enriches 
Rice Education 
(HERE) Project, em-
phasizes a new style 
of education that 
enriches students in 
the classroom while 
also emphasizing 
the value of so-called 
"real world" learn-
ing. Freeman realizes 
that his role in the 
course is representa-
tive of the latter. 

"I can take my 
expertise from the 
world in which I 
am king and come 
into this world of 
academia where 
there has been a lot 
of misconception and 
stereotyping of my 
culture. This gives me a chance to pull the curtain 
back on the wizard and say this is what this is re-
ally like," Freeman explained. 

Pinn relates the course's use of the Houston 
community to President David Leebron's Vision 
for the Second Century, a doctrine that encour-
ages a holistic educational experience. Two of the 
class sessions, including this past Tuesday's, were 
scheduled at off-campus locations throughout 
Houston to enhance the learning experience. 

"This course represents in a significant way 
the Vision for the Second Century," Pinn said. "It 
transforms education and extends us beyond the 
hedges, with two sessions being held off campus 
with transportation paid for by the provost. The 
course also transforms Rice in that it is deeply de-
pendent on the expertise that Prof brings to the 
table. The process is extremely different." 

Last Tuesday's meeting was no exception, as 
the class traveled by bus to St. John's Downtown 
Church for a panel discussion on hip-hop's place 
in religion. Freeman, after being introduced by 
Pinn, was joined on stage by Pastor Rudy Rasmus 
of St. John's, Marlon Hall of Houston's Awaken-
ings Movement, local gospel rap icon DJ Revela-
tion and Rice graduate turned Christian rapper 
Vaughaligan Walwyn (Brown '04), known in the 

Anthony Pinn introduces Bernard Free-

man at St. John's Downtown. 

rap community simply as "Von Won." 
The event was open to the public and was ad-

vertised during services at St. John's. One mem-
ber of the congregation, Alan Fields, was joined 
in attendance by his three young sons. 

"An event like this helps us connect with and 
reach the youth because they relate to rap mu-
sic. Rap and religion usually aren't thought of 
together, but for someone like Bun B to put him-
self forward, this can change the image of rap in 
Houston. Kids look up to him and respect him," 
Fields said. 

The panel was tasked with discussing the 
question of whether or not hip-hop should be in-
cluded in the church, with the panel tending to 
agree with Fields' sentiments. Panelist Marlon 
Hall, when asked what hip hop can learn from the 
church, offered a thought provoking response. 

"Instead of asking the question of what hip-
hop can leam from the church, the church must 
ask itself what it can learn from hip-hop. Hip-hop 
has dramatically, barbarically made its way into 
the church whether we like it or not." 

Students in the class have been surprised by 
the recognizable relationship between the two 
subjects, many of whom attribute their ease in un-
derstanding to the expertise of the lecturers. 

"Bun B knows more than you would think. He 
and Dr. Pinn are closer in their knowledge than 
I had expected. It's not just Bun B talking about 

hip hop and Dr. Pinn 
talking about religion, 
Bun B knows a lot about 
religion and Dr. Pinn is a 
hip hop expert," Lovett 
College freshman Justin 
Gross explained. 

McMurtry College 
junior Brianna Hypolite 
agreed, adding that the 
course's focus on local 
issues and incorpora-
tion of guest speakers 
has been extremely 
valuable. 

"I grew up in Hous-
ton and it's cool to hear 
rappers come speak 
that I listen to. We get to 
hear about their back-
grounds and how their 
life experiences have af-
fected what they say in 
their songs. The course 
has done a great job in-

corporating hip hop into 
religion and relating both 
topics back to each oth-
er," Hypolite said. 

Students spoke highly of Freeman as a lectur-
er, referring to him as articulate and knowledge-
able. Although Freeman himself was confident 
due to his life experience as a hip-hop artist, tran-
sitioning from performer to lecturer proved to be 
a process in itself. 

"My initial thought was that maybe I wouldn't 
be able to hold court, but 1 wasn't giving myself 
enough credit," he explained. 

In addition to the challenge of having to ar-
ticulate on pressing and potentially controversial 
issues, Freeman has also had to adapt to the dif-
ference between performing and lecturing. 

"It hasn't been the easiest thing to do but 
my career has allowed me to see that easy 
things aren't necessarily the best things. The 
dynamics as to where I stand and where the 
audience stands have changed. Usually I'm on 
stage looking down on everyone, but now I'm 
at the podium with students looking down at 
me," Freeman said. 

Pinn also spoke highly of Freeman's ability to 
hold court in the classroom, going so far as to joke 
that he has learned so much from the experience 
that he too should be paying tuition. 

"We have shared responsibility for the course 
completely," Pinn said. "We worked on the sylla-

. 
COURTESY ALLAN WANG 

Marlon Hall addresses the crowd at St. John's Downtown as Bernard "Bun B" Freeman looks on. 

bus together from day one. The syllabus and what 
we do in the classroom reflects a full partnership 
between Prof and myself." 

While students may be starstruck by Free-
man's national notoriety on the hip-hop scene, 
the rapper has shown a noticeable pride in his 
current role as a professor. 

"This is probably one of my personal greatest 
achievements in life. It's an excellent step in the 
right direction for hip-hop. 3eing able to give back 
to is an incredible feeling," Freeman said. 

Freeman has been challenged in the role, as 
he and Pinn developed an in-depth reading list 
for the course which they constantly refer to dur-
ing lectures. 

"It's essential that we draw from texts that 
students wouldn't necessarily see otherwise," 
Freeman explained. "Jay-Z's Decoded is a great 
example of how we want to highlight some of 
the se"-exploration that rappers have gone 
through. By using his book we can show why 
certain themes from his life carried over into his 
music — specifically themes that have to do with 
religion." 

Pinn agreed, noting that the course and its 
readings will serve students far after they have 
completed this semester. 

"The impact extends well beyond this semes-
ter. This course is connected to our efforts to put 
together a hip hop archive. We want Rice to be the 
place people come to study hip-hop." 

Freeman and Pinn both 
agreed that students have 
embraced the notion of 
"studying" hip-hop rather 
than just listening to it, 
even with a professor as 
recognizable as Freeman. 

"The class has been 
very mature in its han-
dling of me as a profes-
sor. I think the students 
have recognized that I've 
worked hard on this. I'm 
not just up here rapping 
or talking about songs or 
talking about my friends. 
When I'm here I'm not a 
rapper, I'm an educator," 
Freeman said. 

Keeping his identities as a rapper and an 
educator separate have been imperative. Free-
man explained. Student groups such as KTRU 
have inquired as to his willingness to perform 
for on campus concerts, but he has declined all 
requests. 

"There's more than enough instances for 
them to see me as a rapper. They can YouTube 
and Google all day, I do concerts all the time. If I 
bring that side of myself into the trees it may start 
to take away from what we're trying to say and 
speak about in this course," Freeman explained. 
"Just to be sure that we don't send any mixed 

We're asking students to 
think beyond churches, 
mosques and synagogues 
and think about religion 
in more expansive ways... 

Anthony Pinn 

messages, I'm declining things like [the KTRU 
concert.]" 

Pinn, agreeing with Freeman's decision to 
distinguish these two identities, offered compli-
ments as to Freeman's dynamic abilities. 

"Prof is multi-dimensional. We wanted the 
campus to have a solid appreciation for his 
thought, an appreciation for the way in which he 
provides information within the context of our 
curriculum. Folks know Prof as an artist — we 
need to appreciate the depth of his thinking." 

Pinn has also expressed that his overall goal is 
to push students outside their comfort zones, not-
ing that the diverse background of the students 
has allowed them to do this. 

"We understand that if students are going 
to wrestle between the intersections of religion 
and hip-hop it often means they are going to be 
pushed beyond their comfort zone. That's the 
moment when we really engage with students 
and when we learn," Pinn said. 

When asked about the course's population, 
Freeman agreed that having students from vari-
ous academic backgrounds adds to the quality of 
the discussion. 

"This classroom is filled with people who 
want to learn. Some have a sensitivity more to-
ward religion, some toward humanities, some 
toward the music and 'he art form. If you come 
in here looking for a religious education, there's 
no way you can come out of here without an 

understanding of hip-hop 
and vice versa." 

Pinn, expanding on 
this point, explained that 
students are being chal 
lenged by the diversity of 
the subject matter. 

"Both with hip-hop 
and religion we're ask-
ing students to push 
themselves. We're asking 
students to think beyond 
churches, mosques and 
synagogues and think 
about religion in more ex-

W pansive ways that tap into 
popular culture. We're 
asking them to push be-

yond their comfort zone." 
This educational philosophy has not been ex-

clusive to the students. 
"Quite frankly I've been pushed beyond my 

comfort zone," Freeman added. 
However unconventional or unlikely the 

subject matter may be, the popularity of and 
the positive student response to Pinn and 
Freeman's RELI 157/311: Religion and Hip-Hop 
course are undeniable. After a semester filled 
with positive student feedback and a great deal 
of university-wide support, Pinn's ambitions to 
establish Rice as an epicenter for hip-hop study 
may soon be fulfilled. 
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A brief history of Professor Bun B 
Bun B and Chad 
"Pimp C" Butler 
form hip hop 
group UGK 
1 9 8 7 

* 9 7 3 
Bernad "Bun B" 
Freeman is born 
in Port Arthur, 
Texas 

1 9 9 2 

UGK re leases 
their first major 
label a lbum, 
Too Hard to 
Swallow 

Bun B appea r s 
in Jay-Z's 
music video 
f o r Big Pimpin 

2 0 0 1 

I 

UGK's self-titled Underground Kingz 
d e b u t s at number one on the 
Billboard 200. 
Dr. Anthony Pinn first t eaches a 
course on religion and hip hop at Rice. 
Pimp C found dead in a West Holly-
wood, California hotel room 

2 0 0 7 

Dr. Anthony 
Pinn and Bun B 
co-teach 
RELI 1 5 7 / 3 " : 
Religion and Hip 
Hop at Rice. 
2 0 1 a 

2 0 0 5 

Pimp C founds 
UGK Records 
in Port Arthur 

2 0 1 0 

Bun B's third solo a lbum, 
Trill OG, is r e l eased . 
HERE Project c h o o s e s Bernard 
Freeman a s d i s t ingu ished 
gues t lecturer for 2011. 
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Houston Poetry Slam excites, holds roots at Rice 
BY JOHANNA OHM 

THRESHES EDITORIAL STAFF 

Just across from the Preston light 
rail stop, Martell's Video Lounge 
stands sandwiched between the for-
mer site of GrumBar, windowed law 
offices and the neon flashing lights of 
Clark's dance club. Above the hushed 
sidewalks of a tranquil Friday night in 
Houston, there's a buzz of excitement 
on the second floor of 308 Main Street 
downtown. Last Friday, February 18, 
poets gathered to spectate and perform 
at the 2011 Houston Grand Slam Final in 
the small red carpeted loft on Martell's 
second floor. 

The Grand Slam Final was the last 
event of Houston Super Slam Week 
which began February 12 and included 
four nights of poetry bouts at across 
the city. The week was a celebration of 
a unique art form, highlighting Texas 
slam poets, and culminated in the final 
selection of a Houston team which will 
travel to Boston, Mass. this August to 
compete in Poetry Slam, Inc.'s National 
Poetry Slam. 

Unlike traditional poetry, slam is a 
unique genre that emphasizes perfor-
mance and audience engagement and 
centers on the discussion of contem-
porary social issues. Slam is focused 
on competition, turning a convention-
al art form into what many compare 
to a sporting match, an attribute that 
has drawn both avid supporters and 
hardline critics. 

Houston Slammaster Cedric Ary, 
better known amongst fellow poets as 
Brother Said, describes it as a game. 

"You can compare it to any other 
game, whether it's chess or football," 
Ary said. 

And like any good game, Ary sees 
slam poetry as a venue for inspiring and 
exciting its competitors. 

"Slam challenges you to be the best 
you can be." 

A poetry slam consists of several 

rounds of competition between vary-
ing amounts of rivaling poets. A "4x4" 
match, for example, would involve four 
poets reciting one poem in each round. 
The winner, in this case, is the poet with 
the highest cumulative score after four 
rounds. Houston Poetry Slam makes 
use of the Olympic style of scoring in 
which each performance is ranked on a 
scale from one to 10, with one being the 
worst and 10 being the most exciting. 

To add to the action, poets are given 
a time limit of three minutes and 10 sec-
onds, after which a penalty is assessed. 
A total of five judges are chosen at ran-
dom from the audience and asked to 
follow scoring guidelines that delineate 
three categories: originality, perfor-
mance and content. Judges, however, 
can give an extra point to poets who 
truly impress. 

A room filled with art-lovers and 
literary enthusiasts at last week's 
slam finals conspicuously excluded 
perhaps the most expected audience 
members: college students. The histo-
ry of Houston Poetry Slam holds some 
of its roots on the Rice campus, a fact 
few would glean from the social com-
position of its spectators. This differ-
ence in the Houston slam landscape 
is troubling to its supporters, as Rice 
has somehow lost its presence in an 
art scene it helped create. 

The Rice slam team, RHAPSODY, an 
acronym for Rice Has A Poetry Slam? 
Oh Damn Yo!, was founded in 2003 by 
then student Adriana Ramirez (Lovett 
'04). The team included four student 
poets: Ramirez, Stephen Bor, Jennifer 
Weinberg and Rassul Zarinfar and was 
coached by Houston poet Marcel Mur-
phy. The team's success was as impres-
sive as it was fleeting, having placed 
third in collegiate nationals in 2003 and 
12th in 2004. Though the team seemed 
to exist until 2007, the last Rice poetry 
slam was in February of that year and 
the team has since faded out of the Rice 
social scene, presumably ending when 

interested students graduated without 
younger members left to continue their 
legacy. 

Where the Rice students left off, lo-
cal Houstonians joined in. The former 
Rice slam team was a fragment of a 
larger group of literary activists who 
congregated at what was known as the 
Southmore House. The House was what 
some would call an art commune, oth-
ers a gallery for the artsy and unusual. 
There were concerts, traveling art ex-
hibits, fondly remembered Naked Tues-
days and frequent poetry slams. 

Noise complaints from neighbors, 
rising rent costs and difficulties with lo-
cal authorities finally put an end to the 
venue. Before its disappearance poet 
Doug Shields, with support from the 
inhabitants of this bizarre residence, 
founded what was known as the South-
more House Slam in 2002. Poetry com-
petitions took place every fourth Thurs-
day and drew in local poets, including 
students from both University of Hous-
ton and Rice. 

In 2005 the Southmore House Slam 
became Houston Poetry Slam, the 
name which it continues under today. 
However, slammaster Cedric Ary sees 
that much has changed in the past de-
cade of Houston slam and, more broad-
ly, in the past century to poetry at large. 

"There's been an abandonment of 
verse," Ary said. 

Ary sees the dwindling crowds and 
small number of participants at local 
slams as a reflection of people's fear of 
poetry as a genie. 

"Verse is not easy to understand. It 
is one of the most misunderstood liter-
ary art forms, even among people who 
write it." 

Ary also argues that poetry is 
changing stylistically by incorporat-
ing elements of prose, but also strug-
gling in popularity because of its in-
herent nature. 

"Poetry is on the fringe of the lit-
erary world. It has niche support. A 

Savannah Blu, slam poet and emcee of last week's Houston Poetry 
Slam event, recites a poem. 

consumer market is just not going to 
happen." 

Slam poetry faces social acceptance 
issues in cities like Houston because of 
its progressive views and its criticism 
from academic circles. Ary feels that 
Houston's politics and conservative 
roots somewhat hinder slam's growth 
in popularity. 

"Politics definitely factor into it," 
explained Ary. 

Ary hopes that greater involve-
ment from Houston youth and a 
rekindling of interest from local 
university students will help build 
a stronger slam community. Fellow 
Houston poet R.A.I.N. agrees that 
fear is an obstacle in getting poets to 
perform and participate in slam. 

"It's scary," R.A.I.N. said, "but the 
[Houston] poetry community is very 

supportive." 
Ary refers to this fear as a primal 

instinct but he also thinks that it is this 
fear that makes participating in slam so 
rewarding. 

"If you have open, vacuous views 
and nothing to say about life then open 
mic isn't for you. But I have concerns 
about racism, pro-worker rights, anti-
capitalism; I got views about the world, 
the way it should be, the way it is and 
that's what I write about. That's what 
slam's about." 

To learn more about the Hous-
ton Slam Poetry team and the local 
slam scene, check out houstonpo-
etryslam.org. Additionally, Brother 
Said's audio recordings of 14 of his 
poems are available for download at 
bit.ly/BrotherSaid under the title of 
his album, "A Taste of Honey." 
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Get the finance knowledge you need to get the job you want. 
Earn a Top-Ranked Tulane Master of Finance degree in 

Houston on weekends in just 14 months. 
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Wednesday May 18, 7:00-8:30 pm or 

Thursday June 16, 7:00-8:30 pm 
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Pigging out at Feast 

Siegfried Bilstein 

Last week, Radiohead dropped 
their new album along with a video of 
Thom Yorke's bizarre dancing to their 
single "Lotus Flower." While watching 
Yorke dance is interesting, his moves 
are nothing compared to the godfa-
ther of soul and king of feverish danc-
ing, the one and only James Brown. 
While younger people mostly associ-
ate James Brown hits like "Get Up Offa 
That Thing" or "I Got You (1 Feel Good)" 
with cover bands at bar mitzvahs and 
weddings, James Brown's place in our 
cultural landscape cannot be under-
estimated; through his music he pio-
neered the new genre of funk, became 
a symbol for the civil rights movement 
and had a profound effect on hip-hop. 
It's fun, easily accessible music that, on 
a superficial level, sounds like one big 
party. It wasn't really until I started do-
ing research into the history and origins 
of all the hip hop music I liked so much 
that I realized just how influential and 
important Brown was. 

Brown grew up extremely poor in 
Augusta, Georgia. Alternating between 
living with his father and his aunt, 
Brown was largely unsupervised as a 
child and dropped out of school in the 
seventh grade. He learned how to play 
various instruments from friends, most 
notably blues musician Tampa Red. 
Brown was frequently in trouble, and 
while playing on a detention center's 
inmate baseball team at the age of 16, 
he befriended musician Bobby Byrd. 
When Byrd noticed Brown singing to 
other inmates, he arranged for his fam-
ily to oversee Brown's parole and his 
career began. 

Over time, Brown became a chart-
topper and was nationally known and 
commercially successful by the mid-
1960s. Brown was known for his extrav-

discipline from his band members 
along with a strict tuxedo dress code. 
On the other hand, he wore studded, 
flashy outfits with heavily permed 
hair. He was also known for his cape 
routine — look it up on YouTube. The 
screaming throngs of people at his con-
certs will make you wish you had the 
chance to see him live. 

As for his music, James Brown 
wrote hits and a lot of them. He made 
music everyone could sing along to 
and pioneered a funky brass and bass 
groove inspired by jazz and R&B that 
paved the way for bands like Parlia-
ment Funkadelic. That's right, without 
James Brown there would be no George 
Clinton, no Prince and no Red Hot Chili 
Peppers. 

While the ( £ 
lyrical content of 
much of his music 
is mostly about 
having fun, danc-
ing, and girls, 
Brown was not 
afraid to delve into 
more controversial 
issues. Despite be-
ing a prominent 
black musician 
and growing up 
in the segregated 
south, Brown re-
leased a patriotic proto-rap "America Is 
My Home" in 1967. In the song he men-
tions how he went from being a shoe 
shiner to meeting the president for his 
work in drop-out prevention, and he 
subtly criticized the black community 
for not being proud Americans. In a 
time when civil unrest was high, his 
song was very unconventional. One 
year later, though, Brown would release 
the single "Say It Loud - I'm Black and 
I'm Proud" just a few months after the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The song quickly became an anthem 
for the civil rights movement and as-
sociated Brown with social change, 
cementing his image as a representa-
tive of Black America. Brown became 
a big fundraiser for civil rights groups 

Without James 
Brown there would 
be no George Clin-
ton, no Prince and 
no Red Hot Chili 
Peppers. 

and penned more political songs like 
"Funky President (People It's Bad)" and 
"Get Up, Get Into It, Get Involved." 

The '80s saw increased interest in 
Brown's music, as several of his songs 
became heavily sampled by hip hop 
musicians. DJ Kool Here, the man who 
invented the "break" (a sample of a 
drum fill looped over again forming 
the basis of a rap song), was a frequent 
user of Brown records in his DJing. As 
hip-hop developed. Brown samples 
became more common, and the use 
of his music has never really stopped. 
Many DJs claim "Funky Drummer" 
is the most sampled song of all time. 
"The Payback" and "Funky President" 
are frequently on top 10 lists also. You 

can hear parts 
of "Funky Presi-
dent" in Public 
Enemy's "Fight 
The Power" and 
"It's a Man's, 
Man's, Man's 
World" in Wu-
Tang Clan's 
"Gravel Pit." In 
fact, even the 
famous "Woo! 
Yeah" sample 

p j from Lyn Collins' 
"Think (About it)" 
is James Brown's 

voice. For those who are unfamiliar with 
Collins, think "It Takes Two" by Rob 
Base or Girl Talk's "Double Pump" off of 
Night Ripper. 

Hip-hop's reliance on Brown sam-
ples certainly hasn't waned, but the 
subtle usage makes it easy to miss. Lis-
tening to Brown's hits in the context of 
funk, hip-hop samples, and social ac-
tivism paints a very interesting portrait 
of one of the greatest performers of the 
20th century. Next time you get down 
to "I Got You (I Feel Good)" at an event, 
make sure you get real funky to pay 
homage to the godfather of soul. 

Siegfried Bilstein is a Wiess College se-
nior. Vinyl revisits classic music that is 
relevent to today's audience. 

ANTHONY LAURIELLO 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

We all remember falling in love for 
the first time: the rush of blood to the 
heart, the feeling of excitement, the 
sense that the world is right. This past 
weekend I fell in love at first sight and 
my life will never be the same. I have 
eaten a Chicken Onion and there is no 
turning back. 

My romantic 
tale happened 
at Feast, a truly 
unique restaurant 
at 219 Westheimer. 
You can tell that 
Feast is different 
the moment you 
walk in the door. 
The wood panel-
ing and intimate 
positioning of the 
tables give the 
sense of a home 
more then a restaurant. However, the 
vast watercolor still-lifes of food and 
dining remind you of the business that 
is at hand. 

After we took our seats, our friendly 
server Mary handed us a menu and 
asked us if we needed any help. While 
I often look at such requests as conde-
scending, many of Feast's selections 
were so bizarre that the request was 
appreciated. The menu is divided into 
two sections, one offering the choices 
of the day and the other offering "Feast 
Favorites." Both included interesting 
things such as Bone Marrow Salad 
and Fish and Scallop Pie. We decided 
to order two appetizers, the Duck Liver 
and Heart ($13.95) and the Chicken On-
ion ($8.75). The Duck Liver and Heart, 
served on toast, was delicious and 
reminded me of the chicken liver and 
heart from my mother's kitchen. Yet, 
it was the other appetizer that I really 
fell for. As Mary explained to us, the 
chefs at Feast make a Chicken Onion 
by wrapping a red onion in chicken 
skin and roasting it. This allows for the 
chicken juices to flavor the onion and 
the result is truly a masterpiece. The 
skin was fatty and delicious, and the 
taste of the chicken truly complimented 

Feast 

219 Wes the imer 

713-529-7788 

the onion. Furthermore, in one of the 
greatest decisions of my young life, I 
asked for complimentary bread along 
with appetizer so that I could soak up 
the juices of our two appetizers. 

Despite feeling full from the two ap-
petizers and three plates of bread, I still 
eagerly anticipated the entrees. My din-
ing partner enjoyed her Cock-A-Leekie 
($23.95), a droll way to refer to chicken 

and leeks. While 
the dish was fine, 
I did not think it 
lived up to the oth-
er offerings of the 
evening. Mary in-
formed us that the 
skin of the dish's 
chicken was used 
on our Chicken 
Onion, which de-
prived the en*"; i.e 
of the highlight of 
any poultry dish. 
An ardent lover of 

all things porcine, I ordered the Pork 
Belly ($23.95). Tasting like bacon on 
steroids, the piping hot and fatty belly 
should appeal to all those who enjoy 
devouring pig flesh. The mashed po-
tatoes under the meat made the meal, 
and the flavor combination lent to 
one of the best meals I have ever had 
in Houston. 

It was here that a curious thing 
happened. For the first time in several 
years, I asked for a to-go box. While 
obviously ashamed, I did have some-
what of an excuse: The Feast's food is 
incredibly rich. This is not a restaurant 
for those on a diet or those who do not 
appreciate the wonderful and amazing 
taste of fat. It is also not a restaurant for 
those who are looking to save; the bill 
was around $100, including a big tip for 
excellent service. The high price also 
reflects the quality of the organic and 
locally grown ingredients. 

In hindsight, ordering two appe-
tizers was probably unnecessary, but 
the two dishes were so good I can't say 
that I regretted it. I know that I will be 
back, especially for my new love: the 
Chicken Onion. I would highly recom-
mend Feast to those of you interested in 
splurging in a huge treat. 

The in ter ior of Feast i s warm and w e l c o m i n g , p e r f e c t for d e v o u r i n g 

t r e a t s l ike t h e rich a n d juicy Chicken O n i o n . 

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE 
Emily's picks for events 

outside the hedges, both 
around Rice and in the 

Houston area, for this week. 

O n Wednesday a t 8 p.m., f o r -

mer N.W.A. m e m b e r Ice Cube 

will be per forming at the House 

of Blues. Despite his dabbl ing 

in act ing (especially in annoy-

ing chi ldren 's films like Are 

We There Yet?), this rapper is 

still hardcore; hits like "It Was 

a Good Day," and "Why We 

Thugs," are undoubted ly legit. 

HOUSE OF BLUES 

1 2 0 4 CAROLINE 

WWW.HOUSEOFBLUES.COM 

CUBE 
P r o m o t i n g h i s riew a l b u m Bin-

go! S teve Miller B a n d wil l b e 

p l a y i n g at H o u s e of Blues to-

n i g h t f o r $ 4 9 . 5 0 a t 8 : 3 0 p .m. 

This rock b a n d h a s so ld m o r e 

t h a n 30 mi l l ion r e c o r d s over 

t h e i r 4 0 year ca ree r . Along 

wi th the i r n e w s o n g s , S teve 

Miller Band will b e p e r f o r m -

ing c lass ics l ike " T h e Joker ." 

HOUSE OF BLUES 

1 2 0 4 CAROLINE 

WWW.HOUSEOFBLUES.COM 

STEVE 

s c r e e n e d at t h e M u s e u m 

of Fine Arts, tomorrow at 

7 p.m. a n d Sunday a t 5 p.m. 

The film fo l lows a w o m a n w h o 

o p e n s a f a s h i o n sa lon in Turin 

a n d fal ls in to a g r o u p of t rou-

b led , a f f l uen t you th . S tuden t 

a d m i s s i o n is $ 6 . 

Le Amiche (the Girlfriends), 

GIRLFRIENDS 

M F A H 

1 0 0 1 B ISSONNET 

WWW.MFAH.ORG 

Marie, a th ree-ac t bal le t in-

sp i r ed by Marie Anto ine t te , 

o p e n e d yesterday at t h e Hous-

ton Ballet. P laying at 7:30 p.m. 

o n Feb. 2 4 a n d 2 6 , o n March 4 

a n d 5 a n d at 2 p.m. o n Feb. 27 

a n d March 6, th i s bal le t nar-

r a t e s the s tory of t h e French 

Q u e e n ' s rise to p o w e r a n d h e r 

i n f a m o u s life. 

HOUSTON BALLET 

6 0 1 PRESTON 

WWW.HOUSTONBALLET.ORG 

MARIE 
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http://WWW.HOUSEOFBLUES.COM
http://WWW.HOUSEOFBLUES.COM
http://WWW.MFAH.ORG
http://WWW.HOUSTONBALLET.ORG
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Smith talks on photographic dynamics Classic Flicks: Best Years 
ELLISE BROOKS 
THRESHER STAFF 

On Tuesday, February 15, Dr. Shawn 
Michelle Smith, an artist and writer, 
gave a talk on the African American 
photographer Augustus Washington, 
who worked during the aftermath of the 
Civil War. Washington worked in Amer-
ican and Liberia, claiming himself as a 
free American citizen and declaring his 
desire for African-American Manifest 
Destiny through Liberia's colonization, 
where newly freed slaves could enjoy 
full citizenship. 

Her talk, "Augustus Washington 
and the Civil Contract of Photography," 
examined Washington's American and 
Liberian daguerrotypes as speculations 
on what it means to be a citizen. Accord-
ing to Smith's analysis, Washington 
and other leaders of Civil Rights move-
ments define citizenship as the ability 
to participate in all aspects of society. 

As proof, she displayed photo-
graphs taken in America and Liberia, 
which are now archived in the Library 
of Congress. The photos from both 
countries depict men and women, 
white from America and black from Li-
beria, standing beside symbols of their 
station and age. The men are featured 
at desks covered in books and docu-
ments, confronting the camera with 
stern arrogance. Young women face 

slightly away from the camera's gaze, 
dressed in the height of fashion, and 
older women exhibit similar poses with 
long and elaborate gowns appropriate 
to their status. 

The greatest similarity between the 
photos is the sense of assertiveness that 
the subjects exude, which Smith con-
nected to the power of the photograph. 
The relation between photography 
and citizenship endows these photo-
graphs with a "civil contract," mean-
ing the photographs present a sense 
of self-possession and pride for citi-
zens that is integrated in every aspect 
of society. 

Smith focused on examples from 
the post-Civil War and Reconstruction 
period of America to make her argu-
ment. However, addressing the darker 
side of the power dynamic presented 
in photographs of African Americans 
would have completed her argument. 
The book she co-authored with Dora 
Apel, Lynching Photographs, show-
cases some of the most circulated 
photographs of lynching and presents 
the issue of observing acts of violence. 
However, she did not discuss the power 
dynamics of these photographs in the 
same way she did with Washington's 
American/Liberian photos. 

Smith argued that controversial 
photographs of violent lynching allow 
the subjects to "conceive the nation as 

a collective," and place themselves in 
that nation. The nation in which lynch-
ing photographs place their subject is a 
society of brutality. Furthermore, there 
is no self-possession on the part of the 
African Americans in these photos. 

The crowds that surround the 
lynched bodies and stare arrogantly 
back into the camera control their lives 
and the lives of the main subjects. The 
dynamic in these photographs differs 
drastically from the photos Smith in-
vestigated, emanating a much more 
violent photographic energy. 

The photos are statements of the 
power of the subject to change their 
situation and have the world acknowl-
edge their assertiveness. Washington's 
photos are a story of coming into self-
possession. Portrait forms of photog-
raphy capture the self-possession of 
their subjects, but the same qualities 
are in all photographs, not just the 
formal ones. 

Smith has authored several books 
including Photography on the Color 
Line: W.E.B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual 
Culture. Though she has a flourishing 
writing career, she is primarily a pho-
tographer and scholar, focusing on 
what she said photography "obscures 
and reveals." She is currently an As-
sociate Professor for Visual and Critical 
Studies at the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago. 

EJTA&USHED IK CHARLESTON. I I 

IN 1983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS CPA 

AND GENES A t DATING ABILITY. 

_ A A 5 0 V _ 
8" SUB SANDWICHES 

I I I el ray lasty s ib saadwiches i r e a fall I inches i f 
homemade F i n c h bread, fresh «e({ies and the finest 
meals & cheese I can hay! Ind if H mailers ta yoi. 
we slice encrytbinj fresh everyday in this store. r l {h t 
here where yon can see it. (Nt mystery meat here!) 

#1 PEPE*J 

lea l applewoed smoked ham and pro«olone cheese 
garnished with lettoce. tomato, and mayo. 

#2 BIG JOHN ' 
Medium rare choice roast heal, topped with 
yummy mayo, let t ice. a id tomato. 

#3 TOTALLY TUNA' 
fresh hoasimade tana, miiod with celery, onions. 
and o i t tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts, 
cucamher. lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks') 

#4 TURKEY TOM*J 

Fresh sliced t irhey breast, topped with le t t ice. 
tomato, alfalfa sp rou t , and mayo. (The original) 

#5 VITO* 
The original Italian sob with genoa salami, pravolone. 
capicola. anion, lettuce, tomato, t a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Not poppers by r e s i s t ) 

#6 VEGETARIAN $ 
layers of prontone cheese separated by real 
avocado spread, alfalfa sprowls, sliced n u m b e r . 
lettice. toeuto. aid mayo. (Truly a goermet sob not 
for icgftarians only peace M e ! ) 

J.J.B.L.T* 
lacon. let t ice. tomato. fc mayo. 
(The only h i t te r I IT is mama's I IT ) 

• SIDES • 
* Soda Fop S U 4 / I I . 4 I 

* t i a i t chocolate chip or oatmeal r a i s i i c o o h i i . . . St. 51 

* lea l p i ta to chips or j imhe hither f i l l p ich le . . . . $1.21 

* t i t r a lead el meat S1-5I 

* Eitra cheese or extra a n c a d i tpr iad SI. /5 

* Not Pep p e r t . . . . fr«e 

FCEEBIES (SUBS S CLUBS ONLY) 

Onion, le t t i ce . alfalfa t p r n t s . tomato mayo, sliced 

cocimher. l i j o i mistard. oil ft vinegar, aid eregano 

t t » W l Y tout,. 
- I I 

Since • • 19 S3 

Gn,?RLD s CREATE*? 
. . I & * M E T S A N D W l C ® I . 

OK. SO MY SUBS REALLY AfcfcKT GOURMET AND 
WE'RE NOT FRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE 
A IITTU BETTER, THAT'S AIL! I WANTED TO 
CALL IT JIMMY JOHNS TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT 
MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET. 
SHE THINKS WHATEVER I DO IS GOURMET, BUT 
I DON'T THINK EITHER Of US KNOWS WHAT IT 
MEANS. SO LET'S STICK WITH TASTY! 

Corporate Headquarters Champaign. I I 

_ / » 3 0 Y _ 
PLAIN SLIMS' 

Any Sub minis the veggies and saice 

SLIM I Nam ft cheese 
S L I M 2 Roast lee l 

S L I M 3 Tuna salad 

S L I M 4 Turkey breast 

S L I M S Salami, capicola. cheese 

S L I M 6 Double provolooe 

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap 

cQD 5EJE30IP 
Same ingredients and price i t the 

sub or club without the broad. 

•or lUHCHtS. PUTTIHS. PARTUS! 
OCLIVEIV Ot i t is will inclide a delivery 

charge of 40c per item ( • / - ! * ) . 

* * JIMMYJOHNS.COM * * 

THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN" 

This saidwich wat invented by 
Jimmy Johe t brother Huey. It 's bige 
enoegh to feed the hungriest of all 
humans! Tons ol geioa salami, tl iced 
smoked ham. capicola. roast beet, 
terhey ft prevelone. jammed i i t e 
one of oir homemade trench buns 
then smothered with oniois. mayo, 
le t t ice . tomato. ft o n homemade 
Italian dressing. 

GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES 
My cl ib sandwiches have twice the meat or choose, try i t 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7 grain bread or my famois 
homemade (reach bread! 

«7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB 
I t i l l 1 U p u n d of r ia l appliwood smoked ham. 
prevelone cheese, le t t ice. tomato, ft real mayo! 

#S BILLY CLUB* 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham. proveloae cheese. 
Dijon mistard. lettuce, tomato. ft mayo. 

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB' 
lea l genoa salami. Italian capicala. smoked ham. 
and provolone cheese alt topped with le t t ice. tomata. 
anion, mayo, and oor homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(Yen hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!) 

#10 HUNTER'S CLUB" 
I f i l l 1/4 poind of fresh sliced medium rare 
roast beef, provolone. le t t ice. tomato. ft mayo. 

#11 COUNTRY CLUB"" 
Fresh sliced t i rkey breast, applewood smoked ham. 
pravolone. and toat i f le t t ice. t imato. a id mayo! 
( I very traditional, yet always eiceptional classic!) 

#12 BEACH CLUB^ ® 
Fresh baked t i rkey breast, provolone choose, avocado 
spread, sliced c i c i m b i r . s p m t s . let t ice. tomate. and 
mayo! (It 's the real deal, a id it a i i ' t even Calilirnia.) 

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB*' 
Double p n v t l t i e . real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, alfalfa sproi ts. I i t t i c i . tomato. ft mayo. 
(Try it i n my 7 grain whole whiat bread. This veggie 
saidwich is wi r ld class!) 

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB"" 
Roast heel, turkey breast, let t ice. tomato. I mayo. 
I n American classic, certainly n i t i ivented by J.J. but 
definitely tweaked and f i le l ined to perfection! 

#15 CLUB TUNA** 
The tame as our # 3 Totally Tina except this one hat 
a lot more. Fresh hoisimade tuna salad, provoloie. 
sproits. c ic imker . let t ice. ft tomato. 

#16 CLUB LULU1* 
Fresh sliced t i rkey breist . bacon, let t ice. tomato, 
ft mayo. (JJ's origi ial t i rkoy A bacon c l ib ) 

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER* 
leal apptewood smoked kam a id bacon with let t ice. 
tomito ft mayo, what coi ld be better! 

W E DELIVER! 7 PAYS A WEEK 
HOUSTON 2401 W. HOLCOMBE BLVD. 713.741. 

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!' 
• u i s ?ie? ?• • ] . t i i 4 7ter 7 i n j i i h h j m i t m i t i i t t . u c t t t t u r n s u s i m t a » « e « « » « Ho w g t t« *»>« » " r "»«» 

A 

V 
Joseph Allencherril 

If you're one for Oscar trivia, 
check out a list of winners of the 
Academy Award for Best Picture 
from decades ago. The Academy 
has always had a knack for either 
failing to nominate or failing to 
choose from the nominees the truly 
best films of the year, a grand tra-
dition which continues to this day. 
I have noticed a correlation in the 
context of these films: commercial 
success and artistic quality are 
quite often inversely related. 

For both of these reasons, I have 
always been skeptical of William 
Wyler's 1946 film The Best Years of 
Our Lives, which 
became the 
highest gross-
ing film in the 
United States 
since Gone with 
the Wind. In 
addition, it re-
ceived seven 
Oscars, includ-
ing Best Picture, 
Best Director, 
Best Actor, and 
Best Screen-
play. But see-
ing The Best Years of Our Lives 
on so many great films lists an-
noyed me into setting my Oscar 
and commercial success preju-
dices aside and at least giving the 
film a watch. 

Watching The Best Years of 
Our Lives turned out to be one of 
the best film decisions of my life. I 
popped in the DVD expecting to see 
a sappy, sentimental, quarter-funny 
flick about life in the '40s. But what 
ended up gracing my TV screen was 
one of the best World War II films I 
have ever seen. However, there were 
no spilled intestines, there were no 
Nazis and there were not even any 
soldiers in combat. Instead, there 
was just pure emotion. 

The film follows Fred Derry 
(Dana Andrews, The Pilot), Homer 
Parrish (Harold Russell, Dogtown) 
and A1 Stephenson (Frederic March, 
Inherit the Wind), three demobilized 
World War II servicemen who meet 
during a flight home to Boone City, 
a fictional town reminiscent of Cin-
cinnati. The men come from very 
different walks of life: Homer is an 
ex-quarterback, Fred is a soda jerk, 
and Al is a bank executive. But all 
three have difficulty readjusting to 
civilian life. 

The Best Years of 
Our Lives 

Director: William Wyler 
Released: Nov. 21,1946 

I think it is the character of 
Homer Parrish that really makes the 
film memorable. This is no surprise 
when one considers that Russel was 
an actual Canadian-American World 
War II veteran who lost his hands in 
an explosion during military train-
ing. (So yes, that means the prosthet-
ic hooks are real.) Keep this fact in 
mind as you watch the film — it adds 
a profound layer of psychological re-
alism to the film. When Homer tells 
his fiancee Wilma (Cathy O'Donnell, 
They Live by Night) that he does not 
want her to serve a crippled man for 
the rest of her life, he really means 
it. Now that's not acting — as Sartre 
would say, that's being. 

Another notable element of the 
film is the deep focus cinematog-
raphy of Gregg Toland, the daring 
visionary who also played a ma-
jor role in making Orson Welles' 
Citizen Kane. Through modern eyes, 

Toland's work 
might seem 
rather unremark-
able, but this is 
only because his 
g r o u n d b r e a k -
ing technique 
of keeping both 
distant and close 
objects in sharp 
focus is a much-
used tool in the 
repertoire of cin-
e m a t o g r a p h e r s 
working today. 

Unfortunately, The Best Years of 
Our Lives was the last film to feature 
Toland's work before his untimely 
death in 1948. 

Oscar trivia: Harold Russell, the 
actor who plays Homer Parrish, 
holds the well-deserved distinction 
of being the only person to receive 
two Oscars for the same role. Russell 
received an honorary Oscar for what f 
the academy called "bringing hope 
and courage to his fellow veterans" 
because it was believed that he had 
little chance of actually winning the 
Academy Award for Best Support-
ing Actor. This once again proves 
the Academy's lack of film sense, 
as Russell ended up receiving that 
award as well. Russell was also one 
of only two non-professional actors 
to win an Oscar for acting; the other 
is Dr. Haing Ngor, who played Dith 
Pran in 1985 Vietnam war film The 
Killing Fields. On a darker note, Rus-
sell had to sell one of his Oscars to 
help pay for his wife's medical bills 
decades later. He died in 2002. 

Joseph Allencherril is a Will Rice 
College sophomore. Classic Flicks 
is a column reexamining and redis-
covering the best that cinema has 
to offer. 
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TEACH for test mas te rs ! 
( . . .and get paid for all t h e t ra in ing!) Full and Part T i m e Positions avai lable now. 

Looking for Dynamic and Energetic Teachers. Pay rate is $ 1 8 t o $ 3 0 per hour. 
Call (281) 2 7 6 - 7 7 4 3 or emai l us at r ice-iobs(a>testmasters.com. 
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Women get double-digit wins over UTEP, Southern Miss 
First-round bye in reach as team hopes to get wins over in-state rivals UH, SMU next 

by Teddy Grodek 
THRESHER STAFF 

This season has been all that wom-
en's basketball Head Coach Greg Wil-
liams could have ever hoped for. He 
never would have imagined, after losing 
its leading scorer from the year before, 
that his team would be tied for second 
in Conference USA, winning seven of 
its last eight games and on the verge of 
clinching a first-round bye in the C-USA 
Tournament. 

The Owls had two key games this 
past weekend, with a home game 
against a tough University of Texas-El 
Paso team (13-12, 5-8 C-USA), and then 
an away game at a very beatable Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi squad (10-
16, 5-8 C-USA). In order to have a shot at 
staying in the top three of the conference 
standings, it was no secret that Rice 
would have to win both of these games. 

After getting blown out at UTEP ear-
lier in the season Rice knew it would 
have to play its best game to get the 
home win. UTEP was planning on play-
ing the spoiler to the Owls' dreams of 
moving up, going up by a score of 6-1 
right off the start. That was the largest 
lead of the night for the Miners though, 
as senior forward Morgan Mayse scored 
a career -high 23 points. 

Rice headed into the locker room 
with a five-point lead, hoping to keep its 
streak alive of being up 14-0 when lead-
ing at the break. It took a Mayse three-
pointer in the closing minutes, along 
with a made free throw from freshman 
forward Jessica Kuster to seal the 76-69 
victory for the Owls. 

"I'm really proud of how we battled. 
We made a lot of clutch free throws," 
Williams said. "Morgan was unbeliev-

able, especially with that clutch dagger 
of a shot in the end of the game." 

In addition to the 23 points by Mayse, 
Kuster posted her 10th double-double of 
the season, while junior guard D'Frantz 
Smart had a career-high nine rebounds 
to go with seven assists. Junior forward 
Brianna Hypolite was also in double fig-
ures with 11 points. 

y 
HOUSTON 

WHEN 

Sunday, 2 p.m. 

WHERE 

Tudor Fieldhouse 

HISTORY 

The Cougars took on Rice at 
Hofheinz Pavilion on Feb. 10 
and took a 71-51 victory home 
with them. Houston is current-
ly ranked 25th in the nation 
and Rice will need to hold off 
C-USA's top offensive unit if it 
wants to upset Houston. 

The next game had the potential 
to slip up the Owls if they were caught 
looking ahead at their schedule. South-
ern Miss, a team that has largely under-
performed to expectations this season, 
was dangerous on its home floor after 
only losing by small margins lately. 

Mayse, much like Thursday night, 
made sure that would not happen, as 

she had another career high with 27 
points. Rice got out to an early lead only 
to go on a 17-4 run spurred by five Mayse 
three-pointers. The game was out of 
reach from that point on, with the Owls' 
lead going to 28 at one point. 

"We told the team to focus on win-
ning the second half at halftime to keep 
them going," Williams said. "Morgan 
was incredible again. She got [C-USA] 
Player of the Week; it was really well de-
served and earned." 

In addition to the career night by 
Mayse, Kuster also had 17 points and 
Hypolite added seven. 

Smart, who had eight assists on the 
night, broke the single season assists 
record of 152. It was a great moment for 
one of the best passers Rice basketball 
has ever seen. 

Rice held Southern Miss to a lowly 
29.6 percent in the second half, while 
outrebounding them 41 to 30. 

This weekend, the Owls have a 
chance to clinch a first-round bye, with 
home games against conference powers 
Tulane University (17-8, 6-6 C-USA) and 
University of Houston (22-4,13-0 C-USA). 

Rice, who beat Tulane in New Or-
leans earlier in the season, should treat 
Thursday as a must-win game, as it 
needs to stay out of Houston's side of 
the bracket come the conference tour-
nament. With a win at Tulane, Rice will 
have an excellent chance at finishing ei-
ther second or third in C-USA, avoiding 
a matchup with Houston until the finals. 

"I'm really pleased with how this 
season has gone and what our team 
has done," Williams said. "We had a 
lot of questions at the start of the year, 
but we've managed to work our way to 
becoming one of the elite programs in 
Conference USA." 
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ALEX MOHARAM 

Junior guard D'Frantz Smart watches as sophomore guard Jessica 

Goswitz attempts a long two-pointer during the game against UTEP 

on Feb. 17, which the Owls won 76-69. Rice faces UH on Sunday. 
I f 

Cardinals' rule imposed to start season at Reckling Park 
by Jonathan Myers 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In a technical sense, the 2011 edition 
of the baseball team has improved over 
last year's, with a current 2-3 record be-
ing preferred to an 0-4 record that the 
2010 squad boasted at this point in the 
season. Still, a tough series defeat to 
Stanford University (3-1), ranked eighth 
by Baseball America, and an even more 
perplexing loss to Lamar University on 
Tuesday has many Owls fans attempt-
ing to make comparisons between the 
lackluster start of this year's squad 
and the disastrous first week that the 
2010 team had. With Rice starting 
two freshman pitchers on opening 
weekend, the casual fan may believe 
inexperience had much to do with 
the Owls' mediocre inception in 2011. 
But the starting pitchers were the 
highlight of the weekend, allowing 
just three earned runs in 17 innings of 
work (1.58 earned run average). 

Opening day on Feb. 18 began with 
a masterful first NCAA appearance 
from freshman pitcher John Simms. 
The right-hander allowed one run in 
five innings of work and tallied four 
strikeouts. Unfortunately for him, Stan-
ford pitcher Mark Appel was equally on 
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Freshman shorts top Derek Hamilton flips the ball to sophomore second baseman Michael Ratterree on the front end of a double play against Stanford 

during Friday's 5-3 loss to the Cardinal. After Wednesday's 11-10 win over Texas State, where junior center fielder Jeremy Rathjen drove in five runs, the 

Owls are 2-3 on the season and look to improve their 22nd ranking according to Baseball America with wins against visiting Southern Cal this weekend. 

point, allowing two runs in 5.2 innings 
of work, easily reaching 98 mph on the 
radar gun. With freshman designated 
hitter Keenan Cook and sophomore 
first baseman J.T. Chargois providing 
two RBIs during the bottom of the fifth 

inning, it appeared that Rice could be 
in control of its inaugural game of 2011. 
However, Simms ran into trouble after 
hitting a batter and allowing a single in 
the sixth inning, but sophomore right-
hander Chase McDowell luckily put out 

the fire by stranding two runners. The 
bats didn't produce much for Rice in the 
bottom half of the inning, but McDow-
ell lost command of his changeup in the 
seventh inning and allowed four hits 
and two runs to give Stanford a 3-2 lead. 

Rice came to bat after the seventh-
inning stretch but was unable to muster 
any offense, and McDowell was finally 
relieved with two outs left in the top of 
the eighth inning after giving up two 
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OWLOOK 
This Week in Sports 

Friday, Feb. 25 
Baseball vs. Southern Cal 
4:30 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Men's and Women's Track at C-USA Indoor 
All day — Yeoman Fieldhouse 

Swimming at C-USA Championship 
All day — UH Natatorium 

Saturday, Feb. 26 
Men's Basketball vs. East Carolina 
7 p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse 

Baseball vs. Southern Cal 
2 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Women's Tennis vs. Colorado 
1 p.m. — Fayetteville, Ark. 

Men's and Women's Track at C-USA Indoor 

All day — Yeoman Fieldhouse 

Swimming at C-USA Championship 
All day — UH Natatorium 

Sunday, Feb. 27 
Baseball vs. Southern Cal 
1 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Women's Tennis at Arkansas 
11 a.m. — Fayettevile, Ark. 

Women's Basketball vs. Houston 
2 p.m. — Tudor Fieldhouse 

Monday, Feb. 28 
Men's Tennis at San Diego St. 
3 p.m. — San Diego, Calif. 
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Whitehead finishes fifth at Rice Intercollegiate 
Golf looks to next event at the Louisiana Tech Bulldog Classic in mid-March 

0 SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

Women's tennis 
splits matches 
in desert 

With the desert winds whip-
ping up to nearly 20 miles per 
hour at the LaNelle Robson 
Tennis Center at the University 
of Arizona in Tucson, Ariz., it 
seemed that Mother Nature was 
providing enough competition 
for the women's tennis team to 
deal with. Unfortunately for Rice 
(7-3), the Wildcats and the wind 
proved to be too much for the 
team to handle on Saturday, as 
Arizona (8-2) notched a dominat-
ing 6-1 victory over the Owls. 
The doubles matches were no 
indicator of the lopsided nature 
of the match, as Rice and Arizona 
split the first two matches before 
the Owls succumbed in the final 
doubles matchup. Senior Jessica 
jackson and sophomore Daniela 
Trigo provided the only Owls' vic-
tory in the doubles round. 

The singles matches started 
off well for Rice, as freshman 
Kimberly Anicete had a quick 
6-2, win over Arizona's Jane Huh, 
bringing the score to 2-1 Wildcat 
lead. The tide turned in Arizona's 
favor from there on out, as they 
tallied two straight two-set 
victories to clinch the match. The 
remaining matches were played 
out, but with no different results 
for Rice as Sarah Landsman 
defeated senior Rebekka Hanle 
in three sets in the top-seeded 
contest and Susan McRann took 
out junior Alex Rasch in two sets 
(6-3, 7-5). Hanle had battled back 
to win the second set 6-4 after 
a 6-4 defeat in the first set, but 
the third set was all Landsman, 
who made quick work of Hanle 
by winning the third set 6-0. 
While Arizona was ranked 59th 
compared to Rice's ranking of 
48th in the nation, the match was 
not considered an upset due to 
the unfavorable weather condi-
tions and home-court advantage 
enjoyed by the Wildcats. 

With Rice having been van-

quished on Saturday by a lower-
ranked opponent, Sunday's 
contest brought a higher-ranked 
squad to the opposite side of the 
net. The University of Utah (4-5) 
came in boasting a ranking of 
43rd, yet had also lost to Arizona 
6-1 on Friday. In the de facto 
consolation match, Rice left no 
one wondering as to who was the 
better team, besting the Utes 5-2. 
After each team took a doubles 
match, jackson and Trigo came 
through for the Owls, winning 
their second doubles match in 
as many days, this time clinch-
ing the point for Rice. Arriving at 
singles play armed with a 1-0 lead, 
Rice never looked back, taking 
the first three singles points to 
clinch a match victory with a 4-0 
lead. Hanle, Trigo, and freshman 
Dominique Harmath all won their 
matches in convincing fashion, 
with Trigo and Hanle winning 
6-2, 6-4 and 6-3,6-4 respectively. 
Harmath lost the second set 7-4, 
but rallied for a 6-3 win in the 
third set to win the point for Rice. 
The remaining three matches 
were now being played for pride 
with the Utes picking up victories 
in fourth- and second-seeded 
contests as jackson and junior 
Ana Guzman lost their singles 
points for the second straight 
day, while Anicete capped off a 
perfect weekend in individual 
play with her second singles win, 
a hard-fought three set match in 
which she won the last set by a 
10-7 margin. 

The now 44th-ranked Owls are 
nearing the midway point of their 
spring season with 12 matches 
left to play before the Conference 
USA Tournament in Orlando Fla., 
including four against C-USA foes 
and seven against squads ranked 
in the top 60 in the nation. Rice 
will play four straight road match-
es, starting tomorrow against 
the University of Colorado In 
Fayetteville, Ark., before coming 
back to Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
for the final eight matches of the 
regular season. 

— Jonathan Myers 

by Paul Fitzgerald 
THRESHER STAFF 

Under sunny skies and with an un-
characteristically calm wind at West-
wood Golf Club, the golf team posted 
their best finish of the season thus far. 

Coming off a disappointing perfor-
mance at last week's UTSA Oak Hills 
Invitational that saw the Owls finish 
their rounds poorly, Rice looked to 
bounce back strongly at a tournament 
they have had success at in the past. 

Rice took the team title in 2010 at their 
only home event, while Christopher 
Brown (Brown '10) was able to take the 
individual title in windy conditions that 
kept score high. 

The 2011 version of the Rice Intercol-
legiate had a completely different feel, 
with teams posting low scores due to 
the favorable conditions. Even the wind 
direction, coming from the south, made 
conditions easier, as Westwood tends to 
play shorter with a south wind. Senior 
Michael Whitehead felt that the condi-

tions partly eroded the advantage the 
Owls may have had playing on their 
home course. 

"It probably helped to equalize the 
field a little bit more," Whitehead said. 
"Whenever the weather is bad, we 
know what we have to do to play with 
the wind, so it definitely cut into our 
home-course advantage." 

While Whitehead may have felt 
his advantage was partly taken away, 
it did not seem to hurt his play. The 
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Eyes on the prize 

NICK INGHAM/THRESHEft 

Freshman Dominique Harmath plays against Texas State on Feb. 13. 

The Owls' next matches are against the University of Colorado and 

the University of Arkansas this weekend in Fayetteville, Ark. 

Every day after 4pm $ 2 o f f any purchase of 

$6 or more 

when you show your Rice University ID 
'cannot be combined with another other offer' 

L L A G E CK D O W N T O W N 

B ) v d M c K i n n e y P l a c e T u n n e l 

, 9 0 3 0 M a i n ST S u i t e T - 2 4 0 A 

Te l : 7 1 3 - 7 5 2 - 2 3 2 3 

CK RICE V I L L A G E 

2 5 1 6 Rice B l vd 

Tel: 7 1 3 - 5 2 3 - 2 3 2 3 

The Rice Campanile's 

Senior Sendoff 
Tuesday, March 8th 

4-6 pm 
Grand Hall 

Find out more about your senior yearbook! 

Senior Cards 
Get your questions answered 

Senior Portraits 
Get your portrait taken at the event 

Free Senior Shipping 
Fill out your senior shipping form 

Parent Ads 

FREE A m y ' s Ice Cream, Willy 's Pub Coupons , 

and Campani le Stickers 

Attend and enter to win a Campani le T-Shirt! 

Questions? Email yearbook@rice.edu 

Check out our Facebook event at www.facebook.com/ricecampanile 

mailto:yearbook@rice.edu
http://www.facebook.com/ricecampanile
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The first such opportunity came with 
just under 15 minutes left, when a Rice 
turnover gave Memphis the ball back 
with the opportunity to trim their deficit 
to just five points. Braimoh jumped out 
on the shooter to block a three-point at-
tempt and outran multiple Tigers down 
the floor for an easy layup to push the 
lead back up to 10. Holding on to a 43-32 
lead with under 11 minutes left, it was 
again Braimoh coming up big on the 
defensive end to lead to a bucket on the 
other end. His block of Tigers' forward 
Tarik Black at the rim was followed by 
a Jackson (team-high 20 points) three-
pointer at the other end to give the Owls 
the 14-point lead and force a timeout 
from Memphis Coach Josh Partner. 

But no matter what Pastner drew 
up in the huddle, his team had no 
chance at a comeback with the rate at 
which they turned the ball over dur-
ing the course of the game. Boasting 
the top freshman class coming into 
the season of any team in the nation, 
the Tigers showed their inexperience 
Saturday with 19 turnovers, including 
four apiece from freshman standouts 
Joe Jackson and Will Barton. These mis-
takes disrupted the offensive continuity 
and prevented Memphis from making a 
substantial run when it appeared they 
may have had the Owls on the ropes. 

The Tigers would again trim the 
Rice lead to 10 with six minutes left, but 
Braimoh's putback layup was followed 
by a Kazemi (11 points, 12 rebounds) steal, 
who threw the ball ahead to Braimoh for 
an easy dunk. The lead was extended to 
59-43 by a Jackson jumper the next time 
down, and the celebration was on for 
the fans at Tudor Fieldhouse. The Owls 
would extend the lead to as many as 20 

points with under two minutes left and 
won by a final score of 67-52. 

"I know what my strengths are," 
Braimoh said after the win, the 
team's most impressive performance 
of the season. "I know that one thing 
I can bring to every game is my effort 
and energy." 

After the quiet first half, Braimoh 
finished with four steals and three 
blocks in the second half to go along 
with eight points on the game. On the 
offensive side, it was the play from Jack-
son that paced the Owls and kept them 
ahead the entire game. 

"From the jump ball we knew we 
could beat them. We just had to stick 
together and play our ball, and we did 
that tonight," noted Jackson of the con-
fidence his team displayed in knocking 
off the top team in the C-USA. 

Following the win against Memphis, 
the Owls traveled to Dallas to take on 
Southern Methodist University, one of 
the six teams within a game of the con-
ference lead in the C-USA. The first 39:15 
of the game looked a lot like the first time 
these two teams met, with SMU guard 
Robert Nyakundi and forward Papa Dia 
dominating on the offensive end to give 
the Mustangs the advantage. Trailing 52-
44 with 45 seconds left, the Owls drew up 
a play for juiroi io.-ward Lucas Kuipers, 
who drained a three-pointer to pull Rice 
within five. After a pair of free throws by 
the Ponies, it was again Kuipers hitting 
from deep to make it a four point game. 
Nyakundi gave SMU a 57-52 lead with 11 
seconds left, but this time it was senior 
guard Cory Pflieger whose three-pointer 
cut the Rice deficit to two with 0:07 re-
maining. Out of a timeout, Rice's pres-
sure defense forced the SMU inbounds 

pass to go out of bounds for a turnover. 
On the ensuing play, Head Coach Ben 
Braun diagrammed a play for Kazemi, 
who was fouled at the rim and was sent 
to the line with two seconds left trailing 
by a pair. Cool and collected, Kazemi 
drained both to send the game to over-
time and cap off a miraculous comeback 
Led by Kuipers, Rice closed the game on 
a 13-2 run over the final two minutes, in-
cluding a 5-0 run in the last 11 seconds, to 
stun the Mustangs and force extra time. 

The overtime period began with free 
throws by Jackson, who was again dom-
inant on the offensive end, leading the 
team with 22 points for his third straight 
20+ point performance. But the response 
for SMU was freshman Jeremiah Sa-
marrippas, whose mistake on the 
inbounds at the end of regulation 
gave Rice the opportunity to force 
overtime. Samarrippas's three gave 
SMU the 60-59 lead, before Nyakundi 
hit from deep to push the lead to four 
points for SMU. 

Samarrippas, who scored seven 
points in the overtime, came back 
again with a jumper to give SMU a 
six-point lead with 1:29 left, as missed 
jumpshots and turnovers doomed Rice 
on the offensive end. A steal at the other 
end forced Rice to foul Dia, who hit a 
pair of free throws to put the Mustangs 
up eight and put the shocking Owls' 
comeback to waste. The final score was 
76-66, dropping Rice to 12-15 on the 
season and 4-9 in C-USA. 

The Owls will play host to East Caro-
lina University (14-13, 6-7 C-USA) tomor-
row night at 7 p.m. at Tudor Fieldhouse 
before wrapping up their home season 
Wednesday when they host the Univer-
sity of Tulsa. 

Owls hate spoiled children 
Not a blue-blood? Well even if you are, still check out twitter. 
com/ThresherSports to get updates on baseball's beatdown of 

the University of Spoiled Children this weekend at Reckling Park. 

in 

Renowned Faculty, Premier Programs and Superb Facilities 
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more runs. 
The Rice offense continued to come 

up empty at the plate, and Stanford re-
liever Scott Snodgress held Rice to just 
one more run off a wild pitch, earning 
the win for the Cardinal with the final 
score being 5-3. 

Saturday was a much different 
story for the Owls, with junior Matthew 
Reckling, who was named Conference 
USA Pitcher of the Week, pitching sue 
scoreless innings and striking out four. 
On the offensive side of the game, Rice 
turned three second-inning hits into 
four runs, as Stanford starter Chris 
Reed was very erratic in his pitch-
ing. The third inning was much of the 
same for Rice, as sophomore catcher 
Geoff Perrott drove home junior third 
baseman Anthony Rendon, and fresh-
man shortstop Derek Hamilton drove 
home fellow freshman Shane Hoel-
scher and junior Michael Fuda on a 
single to left field. Junior left-hander 
Taylor Wall allowed a home run in two 
innings of relief but held the large lead 
as Rice evened the series at a game 
apiece with a 7-1 victory. 

The first pitch of Sunday's rubber 
match was at 1 p.m., with freshman 
Austin Kubitza getting the start. While 
he allowed two earned runs in six in-
nings of work, Kubitza still held up the 
trend of excellent starting pitching by 
leaving the game with the Owls only 
down 3-1. Like on Friday, the Owls of-
fense continued to struggle as Stan-
ford's Dean McArdle and Danny Sand-
brink allowed two runs and six hits. 
Meanwhile, sophomore reliever Tyler 
Duffey couldn't handle relieving Ku-
bitza, as he gave up a home run on his 
first batter faced in the seventh inning 
and then three straight singles to begin 
the eighth inning, which put the game 
out of reach for Rice, giving the Cardinal 
a 6-2 victory and a series victory to take 
back to Palo Alto, Calif. Head Coach 
Wayne Graham commented on the of-
fense's lack of production. 

"Obviously we've got three guys 
that we know can hit," Graham 
said. "Rendon, [Jeremy] Rathjen, 
[Michael] Ratterree — we know 
they're going to hit, and they 
didn't. I guess you can say we prob-
ably didn't hit as well as expected." 

Sophomore second baseman Mi-
chael Ratterree shared similar senti-
ments about the problems on offense. 

"I'm frustrated, especially when our 
pitchers pitch the way they do and keep 
us in the game, and we fail to pick them 
up," Ratterree said. "It's extremely frus-
trating to get pitches we can hit and foul 
them off. We swing at bad pitches and 
take good pitches; it was an off day for 
the middle of our lineup." 

Tuesday afternoon was yet another 
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senior from Sugar Land was still able 
to post a final-round 68 to surge up the 
leaderboard into a tie for fifth. After start-
ing with a one-over 73, Whitehead led 
Rice with a second-round 70 to keep the 
Owls near the top of the leaderboard. 

Junior Erik Mayer was able to pro-
vide a steadying influence for the team, 
shooting 72-74-73 to finish in a tie for 
23th. Rice was able to count Mayer's 
score all three rounds, and the Wiess 
College member could provide a consis-
tent score in the fourth spot for the Owls 
the rest of the season. 

"He can be the glue for us," Head 
Coach Drew Scott (Wiess '98) said. "He's 
not going to be the guy to go low, but 
hopefully his performance is a sign of 
things to come." 

Seniors Tim Pawul and Robert Bur-
row each contributed strong first rounds 
with an even-par 72 and one-under 71, 
respectively. Pawul would go on to finish 
in a tie for 41st, while Burrow finished in 
a tie for 55th. Freshman Chris Contreras 
shot a second-round 71, helping him to a 
58th piace finish. 

While Whitehead has led the Owls 
all season long, freshman Jeff Wibawa 
has been a steady contributor as well. 
While Wibawa did not qualify for the 
Rice Intercollegiate, his performance as 
an individual put him in a tie for 11th. 

setback, with the Owls losing to Lamar 
University (2-3) by a score of 12-7, nearly 
matching their equally surprising 
13-7 loss to the Cardinals last year. 
Seven Rice pitchers combined to surren-
der 23 hits, the most allowed in one game 
by Rice since 1998, when the Univer-
sity of New Mexico tallied 24. Senior lefty 
Tony Cingrani got the start but lasted just 
2.1 innings after giving up seven hits and 
five runs. Sophomores Jeremy Fant and 
Holt McNair fared no better, pitching a 
combined one inning and allowing five 
more runners to cross home plate. At 
this point, Rice trailed 9-1 in the top of 
the fourth with no end in sight. Rendon 
led off the fourth with a single and then 
advanced to third off of a hit by junior 
center fielder Jeremy Rathjen. Rendon 
scored on a sacrifice fly by junior catcher 
Craig Manuel, and Rathjen scored off a 
balk. The Cardinals would come back to 
increase their lead to 11-3 in the fifth in-
ning, as sophomore right-hander Tyler 
Spurlin allowed five hits and two runs in 
one inning of pitching. By this time, the 
game was out of reach for the Owls, who 
attempted a comeback off a three-run 
homer from McDowell and then loaded 
the bases with two outs for Manuel to 
potentially make the game 12-11 in the 
bottom of the ninth, but Manuel flied 
out to right field to end the game. 

Wednesday's trip to San Marcos 
was a breath of fresh air for Rice, who 
fell behind early 3-0 to Texas State Uni-
versity (2-2) with McDowell continuing 
to struggle on the mound. But the Owls 
would storm back, scoring three runs 
with two outs after Chargois' bunt, a 
single by Rendon and a two run single 
by Rathjen. Rice finally took their first 
lead since Saturday off a double by 
sophomore right fielder Ryan Lewis, 
who scored Manuel and Rendon. The 
bats kept going in the sixth inning as 
Ratterree broke his slump by sending 
a two-run shot to left field, ballooning 
Rice's lead to 7-4. While the Bobcats 
would collect another run in the fifth, 
the Owls put the game away off a three-
run homer by Rathjen in the eighth, ul-
timately winning 11-10. 

Despite the positive outcome 
Wednesday, the problems faced by 
the Owls are twofold: The offense has 
performed poorly in clutch situations, 
with the quartet of Ratterree, Chargois, 
Rendon and Rathjen (the first four hit-
ters in the lineup) going a combined 
18-80 (.225 batting average) from the 
plate, and the bullpen has provided 
little ability to stem offensive barrages 
from the other team, allowing 26 runs 
in 27.1 innings of work (8.63 ERA). Rice 
will look to rectify the problems start-
ing today at 4:30 p.m. when they take 
on the University of Southern Califor-
nia at Reckling Park. 

Wibawa shot a final-round 70, a round 
that included a quadruple-bogey, to 
shoot up the leaderboard. While Coach 
Scott felt the team could have certainly 
used Wibawa in the lineup, he believed 
the experience was just what the fresh-
man needed. 

"Everybody can look back and 
say what if you had him in the lineup 

Coach Scott said. "This week was 
good for Jeff to reassure himself that 
he has the talent to finish up high on 
the leaderboard." 

With their home event now behind 
them, the Owls will take a three-week 
break before traveling to the Louisiana 
Tech Bulldog Classic in mid-March. In a 
departure from the traditional two-day 
format, the Bulldog Classic is a three-day 
event, meaning there are no 36-hole days 
on the first day of the event. Furthermore, 
Rice has a ton of experience at the course, 
Squire Creek in Choudrant, I>ouisiana, 
that could aid them at the event. 

"Regardless of who we take, we are 
going to have experience there," White-
head said. "Course knowledge is huge, 
as you could see at Westwood, where 
we posted our highest finish of the year. 
Experience can help us plan our misses, 
which is huge for us because we need to 
minimize our mistakes if we want to fin-
ish well." 
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FRIDAY 2 5 ! TUESDAY 

Failed midterms 

Drop that class like a hot po-
tato. Today is the last day for 
non-freshmen to drop courses. 
Have some foresight: It might 
make your spring break a little 
more relaxing if you don't have 
all of those problem sets and 
readings hanging over your 
head. No need for an Einstein 
on the beach. 

SATURDAY 2 6 

Spring break 2011 

We all know the thing you'll 
work on the hardest is your 
tan. Go away and we'll see you 
on MTV. 

It's over already 

We know you missed us. 
Say goodbye to your Cancun 
babies, and annul your Ve-
gas marriages. You're a Rice 
nerd again. 

Sallyport-sized cake 

The cornerstone to Lovett 
Hall was laid on the 75th 
anniversary of the indepen-
dence of Texas. If certain 
Texas lawmakers have their 
say, Texas will again declare 
independence and build a 
great wall to defend against 
the Mongols and Oklaho-
mans. Until that happens, 
come to the Founder's Court 
Lawn in front of Lovett Hall at 
7 p.m. to celebrate the 
100th birthday of Lovett 
Hall and, coincidentally, 
L. Ron Hubbard. The event is 
free and open to everybody 
and Scientologists. 

How many beers does it 
take to say something 
inappropriate? 

Watch your favorite profes-
sors embarrass themselves 
at the Beer Debates. At 
8 p.m. in Willy's Pub, David 
Messmer, Molly Slattery and 
Glenn Prince will drink from 
the stein of truth as they de-
bate the issues that are on 
the minds of most college-
age students: sex, drugs and 
the answers to next week's 
midterm. 

WEDNESDAY 9 

Tree spree 

Crawl out of those dank, 
Dorito-infested dorm rooms, 
and step out into the beauti-
ful nature right here on Rice 
campus. Grounds Superin-
tendent Ron Smith will lead 
participants around Rice's fa-
mous Live Oak trees, examin-
ing other unique plants and 
foliage along the way. Meet 
at the Rice Gallery at noon for 
a 45-minute tour. In order to 
be prepared, here are a few 
plants you may encounter 
along the way: the Anderson 
Stoop Sprawler (recognizable 
by its all-black foliage and 
intermittent puffs of smoke) 
and the Owl-spice bush (har-
vested daily by Chef Roger). 

Rope-the-owl 

It's Rice Night at the Rodeo. 
If you bought your tickets, 
head over to Reliant Park 
and get your fill of fried foods 
on a stick, bulls and humans 
battling and a Martina Mc-
Bride concert. It all starts at 
6:45 p.m., so grab your 
boots, hat and lasso and pre-
pare yourself for a Houston 
tradition. 

DON'T BE A TWIT 

The Calendar's Twitter feed is updated now! Follow us on Twit-
ter and stay up to date on what to do on and off campus. If you 
follow me, I just might also follow you. I really want to know 
how many Whataburgers you just bought at 4 in the morning. 
Find it at twitter.com/threshercal. 

WORD JUMBLE 

What used to go but now won't flow? 

N R W A B Y 

T A H W E 

T O AC A L L E 

C E R M I 

r 1 j 
1. 1 

f i 
1 1 

r 1 
1 .1 

r 

L J { ) 
r 1 

Durections: Unscramble each of the clue words. Take the 
letters that appear in the circles, and unscramble them for 

the final message. 
This Jumble was created and designed 

by Devin Click. 

No. really, what would 
WiCly brew? 

Do you have extensive 
knowledge of the history 
of Rice? If you were here 
for Lovett Hall's founding 
and still haven't graduated, 
you might want to stay in 
and work on passing your 
classes this semester. For 
the rest of you, brush up on 
your Rice history, and come 
down to trivia night at 
11 p.m. in Willy's Pub. 

THURSDAY 1 0 

Jobs and jalapenos 

The 20th Annual Recruit-
er Chili Cook-off hosted 
by the Center for Career 
Development is today at 
4 p.m. Impress your future 
employers with cilantro 
stuck in your teeth and 
ground beef dripping down 
your front. Don't drip sour 
cream on your resume. 

Turks' delight 

Little-known fact: The "Tur-
key Lurkey" is not actually 
the national dance of Tur-
key. Another little-known 
fact: Turkeys are not a com-
mon staple in the Turks' diet 
(would • that be cannibal-
ism?), and not all Turkish 
delights contain arsenic (al-
though some might remove 
your teeth fillings). Tonight 
at 7 p.m. in the Grand Hall 
of the RMC you will find real 
Turkish culture, complete 
with live performances and 
refreshments. If you find 
yourself weary from excite-
ment, just rest your feet upon 
one of the many Ottomans. 

HOW TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS 

The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions are printed on a space-available basis. 

Submission methods 
Fax: 713.348.5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar Editor 

Thresher, MS-524 

ANIMAL HUNT 
While you are away on spring 
of these animals you can fine 

break, see how many 
If you send a picture 

of yourself with one of these animals, you mignt find 
yourself on the next Calendar page! Pictures that are 

more embarrassing are preferred. 

Cassowary 

t 
Guinea pig 9 m 

Dodo 

"Best Breakfast Taco!" 
Houston Press, 2006-2009 

"Best Taco!" (Taco Verde) 
Houston Press, Editor's Pick 

"Taco You Must Eat 
Before You Die!" 
Texas Monthly (Lamb Barbacoa) 

3704 Main Street near the HCC/Ensemble Light Rail Stop 

tacosagogo.com | (713) 8Q7.TACO (8226) 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
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While supplies last. 

Engineering Week 
Part of No Social Skills 

month . 

No Thresher 
next week 

Followed by the special 
(writ ten drunk) 

Willy Week edi t ion. 

Follow us on 
twitter.com/ 

ThresherBkpg 
We'll tweet all over 

your face. 

Rice beats 
Memphis 

Memphis coach 
beats wall. 

EMS season 
suspended 

Player strike indef in i te . 

Add "Thresher 
Backpage" on 

Facebook 
Get youself an " n shots 

and s tr ipes" flag! 

I N D E P E N D E N C E ! 
D E C L A R A T I 

The Revolution has begun. On Thursday, 
February 24, 2011, Dean Hutchinson de-
clared a moratorium on hard liquor, free-
dom and the emotion commonly known 
as love for all of Rice campus in the e-mail 
that was read 'round the world. Emerg-
ing from a secure bunker, where a special 
session of the College Presidents, 
Chief Justices, the SA and Rice 
Cybersports had just been held, 
Hutchinson, speaking on behalf of 
King Leebron III, delivered the an-
nouncement looking visibly shaken 
but determined. "The Rice Universi-
ty administration shall implement 
the culture of care, at any cost." 
Immediately following the address, 
RUPD surrounded the quad with 
golf-carts and breathalyzers. 

Will Rice junior Paul Emster, co-
incidentally awake, read the e-mail 
on his computer and rode his bike 
to the Sid tower to raise the alarm. 
"The Prohibitionists are coming. 
The prohibitionists are coming!" he 
said. Quickly, Sid President-elect Graham 
West used the code — "one if they take our 
Loko; two if they take our liquor" — to alert 
others. Lovett College, hung-over from 
Pub night, sluggishly began mounting the 
defenses of their fortress-like college. 

"They want our liquor ... then let them 
take it. Give me Taaka or give me death," 
said Lovett President-elect Bridgett 

O N O F I N E B R 1 A T I 
Bennett. Other colleges quickly followed 
suit. Brown flew the flag of the revolution, 
the new "11 shots and stripes," sewn by 
Pub manager Betsy Blanks, from the tower. 
Back in the south colleges, Wiess, in accor-
dance with their customs, sacrificeda virgin 
freshman to bring blessings for the revolu-

V i t v j -i% 

tionary war, and in a sign of the changing 
times, even Martel was included in the 
revolt. Quickly colleges' cabinets, diets, 
forums and parliaments drafted a docu-
ment calling for the abolition of the SA, 
establishing a Congress of Colleges up-
holding the ideal that "All alcohol is cre-
ated equal." This so-called Declaration of 
Inebriation passed unanimously, and the 
United Colleges of Rice University declared 

O N S I G N E D 
the bonds between students and adminis-
trators dissolved. 

King Leebron III responded to the calls for 
independence with unyielding resolve. 
"If the students wish for it to come to 
blows, then it will come to blows." But, 
before Rice officials could move to sus-

pend student government, students 
dressed up in owl costumes and raided 
King Leebron Ill's office, pouring out 
the remainders of their stale kegs onto 
his desk, chanting, "no intoxication 
without distillation." Yet, this mo-
ment of freedom was short-lived, as 
RUPD quickly handed out MICs and 
rustications to all students nearby, 
starting with Brown freshman Crispus 
Atticus, in what has now been com-
monly referred to as the "Allen Center 
MICacre." Furthermore, RUPD sent 
separate squads into both the north 
and south colleges to drive a wedge 
between the newly formed union. 

Despite the setbacks, the new 
UCRU has begun assembling and re-

grouping in the cold and desolate con-
fines of West Servery. Bandaged and 
shaken from the U Court citations, the col-
lege militia remain hopeful. General Gabe 
Cuadra summed up the sentiments, say-
ing, "There are things worth fighting for in 
this world. And if the ability to serve hard 
alcohol at a public party isn't one of them, 
then I don't know what is." 

Join Us for Alternative Spring Break: Cancun 
Dear Backpage Reader, 

You have been invited to join us on an 
exciting life-changing adventure. You may 
think you have plans for this spring break. 
We would like to invite you to ASB: Can-
cun. While we, in Houston, never have 
to deal with poverty, crime or any social 
issues whatsoever, others are not as for-
tunate. We will spend our time helping 
out the underprivileged people of the 
Cancun resort community. As we are do-
ing this for a good cause, paying out of 
our own pocketbooks would be inappro-
priate and unthinkable. Instead, we will 
raise money going door-to-door selling 
boba tea. Just kidding, that would be ob-
noxious. We are actually selling condoms 
with President David Leebron's face print-
ed on them so that anyone can see how it 
feels to take it from Leebron, KTRU style. 

i 
PJcoNc1.11 \-

Once we have the money we will fly 
first class to Cancun because coach could 
tire us out and limit the amount of help 
we will be able to provide. After arriv-
ing in Cancun, we will set up our base of 
operations at Club Med, where we will 
help strike out poverty and injustice in 
the Cancun community. As a coastal city, 
Cancun relies heavily on the ocean for its 
primitive economy, and therefore we will 
focus our efforts there. Many on the beach 
are too poor for clothes and must make do 
with only the bare minimum of clothing. 
Even worse, many run the risk of skin can-
cer from the hot Mexican sun. Focusing 
on the most attractive and therefore most 
in need victims, we will help them try on 
new clothes and rub much-needed sun 
screen onto their bronzed bodies. 

Don't let this emotionally draining work 
scare you away, as we will allow ourselves 
plenty of fun while also soaking in the 

culture of Cancun. This will include local 
sports such as beach volleyball spectat-
ing, fireworks and "riding the gnar gnar 
waves," which is Mexican for "surfing". 
We'll also taste local and exotic delicacies 
such as Cheesy Gordita Crunches and, of 
course, the traditional tropical drinks at 
all hours of the day. We want to have fun, 
but not too much fun so here are our few 
simple rules: 

1. Only those of age may drink. And by of 
age we mean 18. Which in no way affected 
our decision to choose Cancun. 

2. Have lots of sex. 
3. Use lots of fireworks. 
4. Never combine rules 2 and 3. 
5. "Beer before liquor. You're good. 

Liquor before beer. You're good." 
6. As always: no jail, no hospital. 

After helping the people of Cancun and 
learning about their culture we will come 
back to Rice to showcase our shark tooth 
necklaces, share our stories and educate 
our community about our time well spent. 
Please e-mail us to apply. We hope you will 
join us. Together we can change the world. 

Expenditures (per person) 
Airfare: $378 
Penicillin: $69 
Fireworks: $65 
Outreach Programs: $12.50 
Food: $85 
BEvFRages: $175 
Helping those in need: Priceless 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Alex Weinheimer, Anthony Lauriello, and Zach Casias. E-mail questions or concerns to ajw3@rice.edu 

CLASSIFIEDS @ rice.edu 
WANTED 
WEST U FAMII.Y is s e a r c h i n g for a pa r t -

time live in babysitter. Job would 
include 25 hours a month of child 
care. Times will be flexible, and we 
can work around school schedules 
or other part time work schedules. 
May move in after this semester ends. 
Separate private quarters are pro-
vided. Can be furnished if you prefer. 
A monthly fee of $200 will pay for all 
utilities, cable and wireless internet. 
Must be able to pass a background 
check and have a clean driving re-
cord. Please email a brief description 
about yourself to myg.garza@gmail. 
com 

NEED TEMPORARY PERSONAL c a r e a s -

sistant for elderly father. Transporta-
tion for dialysis, assistance dressing, 
one meal, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Background check, experience as 

caregiver preferred. Possility of addi-
tional $ for housekeeping. Near Rice. 
Inquire recompensation. Amy Han-
sen 713-408-6135 

COME TEACH FOR t e s t m a s t e r s ! No ex-

perience necessary as all training 
is provided. Full and part time posi-
tions available. Dynamic and Ener-
getic teachers wanted. Pay rate start 
at $i8-$3o/hour. Call 281-276-7743 or 
email rice-jobs@testmasters.com. 

LOOKING FOR A responsible, good-na-
tured female to help with picking up 
2 boys, 11 & 14 from school, driving to 
afternoon activities and homework. 
2-3 days per week, 3:15-6:15. Good pay 
and gas reimbursement. References 
helpful. Interested? Call 832.816.9019. 

HOUSING 

DOWNSTAIRS ONE BEDROOM a p a r t 

ment with a dishwasher available 
early March in a small owner man-
aged building. Central A/H, re-
served off street parking and onsite 
laundry. Cats allowed with extra de-
posit, but no dogs please. $675.00 
with lease/deposit . Call Diane Mon 
to Fri from 9am to 5pm to view the 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classified advertise-
ments. The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any reason. 
Additionally, the Thresher does not take 
responsibility for the factual content of any 
ad. Printing an advertisement does not con-
stitute an endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication. 

Cathleen Chang, Molly Slattery 
Advertising Managers 

713-348-3967 
thresherads@rice.edu 

unit.713 524 3344. Andover 

Two BEDROOM ONE bath apartment 
with a private balcony available now 
at 1301 Richmond Ave. The unit has 
central a /h , hardwood floors in the 
living/dining room and carpet in the 
bedrooms. There are lots of kitchen 
cabinets and a dishwasher. Two 

CLASSIFIEDS 
1-35 words 
36-70 words 
70-105 words 

$15 
$30 
$45 

walk-in closets, track lights and built 
in bookshelves. There is on site laun-
dry, reserved off street parking in a 
gated lot and a pool. Cats okay with 
an extra deposit, but no dogs please. 
$850. Call Diane Monday to Friday 
from 9am to 5:30 pm. at 713 524 3344. 
Andover. Ask about our graduate stu-
dent special. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Annual subscription rates: 
$60/year domestic 
$125/year International via First Class Mail 

Cash, check or credit card payment must 
accompany your classif ied advertise-
ment, which must be received by 5 p.m. 
on the Tuesday prior to publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
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Houston. TX 77005-1892 

Phone 713-348-3974 
Fax 713-348-5238 

Non-subscription rate: 
First copy free 
Second copy $5 
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