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Rice team 
wins Ike 
contest 

BY JACLYN YOUNGBLOOD 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

Before the Owls reigned victorious 
in the Texas Bowl, a different group 
of Owls beat over 200 participants to 
claim first place in Houston's Recycle 
Ike Contest. A group of Rice faculty 
and staff members led by Wiess Col-
lege senior Jeremy Caves and Earth 
Science Postdoctoral Research As-
sociate William Hockaday created a 
proposal to turn the 5.6 million cubic 
yards of debris, including fallen trees 
and other green waste, left by Hur-
ricane Ike into atmosphere-friendly 
biomass charcoal known as Biochar. 

"There are two things you can do 
with dry plant material," Assistant 
Earth Science Professor Carrie Masiel-
lo said. "You can burn it, which is to 
combust it in the presence of oxygen, 
or you can pyrolyze it, which is to 
heat it in the absence of oxygen." 

Biochar, the result of the latter of 
these two options, acts as a carbon 
trap, decreasing the amount of car-
bon released into the atmosphere 
during the natural and fire-induced 
decomposition of agricultural matter, 
Masiello said. Along with greenhouse 
gases, carbon dioxide is known 
to contribute to global warming. 
Masiello also said plant productivity 
can double or even quadruple when 
Biochar is introduced as a fertilizer. 
Finally, Biochar is capable of gener-
ating small amounts of electricity by 
capturing methane and hydrogen off-
gases, Masiello said. 

SINCE 1916 FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2009 

Wiess Senior Jeremy Caves 

City of Houston officials wanted 
to avoid sending the woody debris 
left behind after Hurricane Ike to lo-
cal landfills, a process that can cost 
$30-$40 per ton, Caves said. The com-
petition sought to increase interest in 
sustainability and generate solutions 
to take care of the debris left by Hur-
ricane Ike. 

"When I saw this [competition out-
line]," Caves said, "I thought, 'Wow, 
this is a great application of Biochar.'" 

Caves heard about the competi-
tion through an e-mail forward and, 

O s e e BIOCHAR, page 4 

Owls snag bowl 
game victory 

ARIEL SHNITZER/THRESHER 

Defensive Tackle Chance Talbert (#87) leads the charge out of the tunnel 
at Reliant Stadium before the Texas Bowl. Rice defeated Western Michi-
gan University 38-12. See story, pages 8-9. 

Rice modifies financial aid 
Changes to loan cap and no-loan threshold will increase the 
number of students who qualify for financial aid without loans 

BY MARGEUX CLEMMONS 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Rice Student Financial Services 
is offering its own bailout in these 
difficult economic times, not for 
banks or auto-makers but for in-
coming freshmen and their fami-
lies struggling to fund four years 
of tuition. 

The changes to financial aid in-
clude an increased annual income 
threshold from $60,000 to $80,000 
for families whose need-based aid 
will not require loans, and a de-
crease of the maximum amount of 
loans a student must contribute to 
their financial aid package from 
$14,500 to $10,000. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said the changes are in part 
to keep Rice diverse. 

"Rice has always been a need-
blind institution, and it's part of who 
we are," he said. "We are constantly 
reevaluating our financial aid poli-
cies to make sure that Rice remains 
affordable and accessible to all." 

Student Financial Services read 
the student-loan freezes of early 
last year, which prohibited many 
students from taking out loans 
from private lenders, as indicators 
that Rice's policies would require 
modification, although the timing 
of the changes is partially due to 
recent downturns in the economy. 
The changes will take effect next 
semester, beginning with the 2009 

incoming freshman class, and will 
only apply to undergraduate stu-
dents, Director of Student Financial 
Services Anne Walker said. 

Typically, financial aid pack-
ages at Rice include grants, schol-
arships, and loans. With the new 
changes, the no-loan threshold 
expansion will increase the num-
ber of students whose families' 
financial aid package will not 
include loans. 

Just under 20 percent of incom-
ing freshmen at Rice falls into this 
group and comes from households 
whose income is between $60,000 
and $80,000, according to Forman. 

The student-loan cap decrease 
will apply to all undergraduate stu-
dents, regardless of their family's 
income bracket, although students 
who wish to borrow more than is 
included in their package and who 
have federal eligibility may request 
additional subsidized loans. 

Of all students enrolled in 2008, 
753 took out subsidized student-
loans. Additionally, 37 percent 
of students received need-based 
awards and 27 percent of students 
received merit-based awards, with 
some students receiving both or 
having their merit-based awards re-
place need-based aid. 

Despite hearing the number of 
future students the new policy will 
affect, some current students are 
still concerned about the financial 
need of those already at Rice. 

"If the goal is to get more appli-

cants this is a great plan," Will Rice 
College senior Brian Meckes said. 
"If the goal is to help current Rice 
students during economically hard 
times, it's not such a great plan." 

Meckes also said he felt merit-based 
aid at Rice should be expanded. 

With an increase in the number 
of families not required to take out 
loans and the student population 
increasing 30 percent by 2012, Stu-
dent Financial Services will need 
more financial resources to carry 
out the intended changes. 

"We will probably be utilizing 
more institutional dollars," Walker 
said, "but at the same time, the 
population increase will bring in 
more revenue from tuition. We've 
done long-range planning to en-
sure we are covering the increase in 
population." 

Another way in which the univer-
sity hopes to fund the financial aid 
changes is through the Centennial 
Campaign for $1 billion, $100 mil-
lion of which will go toward a schol-
arship endowment, Forman said. 

Whether or not the scholar-
ships, which will pull from the en-
dowment's accrued interest, will be 
awarded based on merit or finan-
cial need will be largely determined 
by the wishes of donors. 

The higher cost for the university 
will not affect Rice's guarantee to 
meet 100 percent of families' unmet 
aid or decrease the amount of aid 
available to families whose incomes 
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Freeze on 
new staff 
hires starts 

BY JOCELYN WRIGHT 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

In light of the recent global fi-
nancial crisis, Rice has instituted 
a temporary staff hiring freeze and 
is asking that departments reduce 
their non-compensation operating 
expenses by 1 percent. 

The budget reductions should 
result in total university savings of 
$600,000, according to Vice Presi-
dent for Finance Kathy Collins. 

The freeze, which was imple-
mented Dec. 1, will be reevaluated 
around March, President David 
Leebron said. 

"We're facing a range of finan-
cial challenges which so far are 
less severe than other universities, 
so we're responding with cautious 
measures," Leebron said. 

The freeze does not apply to aca-
demic appointments, and there is a 
system in place to make exceptions 
if a new position is vital for stu-
dent welfare, Leebron said. Since it 
takes a couple months to fill a new 
position, students are unlikely to 
feel the effects of the hiring freeze 
immediately. 

There may, however, be instanc-
es where students notice a slightly 
lower level of service. Although 
Rice has made an effort to address 
student concerns quickly, Leebron 
said they might experience delays 
in addressing issues that involve 
new expenditures. 

The hiring freeze will not keep 
Duncan and McMurtry Colleges, 
which are scheduled to open next 
year, from being staffed appropri-
ately, Director of News and Media 
Relations B.J. Almond said. 

In terms of academics, depart-
ments are still able to hire new fac-
ulty members, so students will not 
experience a reduction in the num-
ber and variety of courses offered. 
Leebron said now is a good time to 
be looking for new people, provided 
they meet very high standards. 

Compensation accounts for ap-
proximately two-thirds of the uni-
versity budget. During the 2008 
fiscal year, Rice hired 451 non-
temporary staff — approximately 
38 employees per month. Almond 
said. The hiring freeze will give 
Rice the opportunity to save money 
this year to accumulate reserves for 
times of economic difficulty and 
to efficiently organize the budget, 
Leebron said. 

"We want to pause and take a 
breath and not have people mak-
ing unwise decisions," he said. 
"Right now we're taking modest 
measures to avoid making deci-
sions which we will regret three 
months from now." 

Rice is also asking departments 
to rethink a small percentage of 

O see FREEZE, page 6 

Delicious, delicious medians 
What are the odds that I'll actually show up 

to this afternoon's Dinner with the Dean/STAT 
lunch at noon in DH 1044? I'm going to say 
about as likely as me showing up for STAT 280 
this afternoon. Sleep sounds so, so, so much 
better. 

Nicole Kidman rocks 
Ever see The Others? I nearly ran out of the 

theater, and that was just from the preview. 
Good thing I was able to resolve grades of 
"Other" from Fall 2008 by tonight's 5 p.m. 
deadline. Too bad Keith Urban is terrible. 

Wisconsin student sucks 
I would never badger my teacher. I wouldn't 

even know where to find a badger to toss. Fortu-
nately, Paula Sanders is helming "Teaching Work-
shop: Practical Solutions to Common Classrooms' 
Problems" this Monday at 11:55 a.m. in Sewall 
Hall. BYOBadger. 
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the Rice (Ihresher 
Rice good to help 
families in need 

With all the attention recently on the economy, it may come as 
a surprise to hear that Rice is raising its no-loan threshold, giving 
higher-income families the opportunity to qualify for a financial 
aid package that does not include loans (see story, page 1). Tak-
ing its lead from Ivy League schools like Harvard and Yale, Rice 
decided last week to increase the annual income threshold from 
$60,000 to $80,000. 

Pardon us while we stand and applaud. 
This move cannot be seen as anything other than a true desire 

to socialize the university's funds, granting the poorer greater 
access to the rich education granted to those who receive the 
Rice experience. Raising the threshold will allow those strapped 
down by the recession to feel relatively financially free in apply-
ing to the university, knowing that access to Rice's vast endow-
ment will be the re to back them up if they need it. By allowing 
these students into the hedges, Rice can cement its future, guar-
anteeing that the campus will brim with the brightest and best 
even in the midst of the economic downturn. In addition, Rice 
might just move back atop the "Best Buy" podium on which it 
has become accustomed to standing. Since peaking at No. 1 a 
few years ago, Rice has slipped down the ranks as our tuition 
has risen more sharply than other universities'. But by raising 
the threshold, Rice has ensured that new students will pay less 
for the same great education far into the future. 

Rice needs help during 
financial plight 

There's nothing easy, nothing fortunate and nothing guaran-
teed about the current recession.Nobody is unaffected, and no-
body without responsibility. So when President David Leebron 
announces a hiring freeze (see story, page 1), we should not look 
at the plan as a surprise; rather, we should look at this stop-
page as a necessary measure for Rice's fiscal survival during the 
greatest economic downturn since the Great Depression. 

This freeze, the cessation of expansion, puts the campus's sta-
tus as an elite institution at risk. On average, Rice hires 38 people 
per month, many of those heading into Housing and Dining and 
Facilities, Engineering and Planning to accelerate the university's 
recent growth. Now, you may not find yourself personally affect-
ed by the Big Chill, but that doesn't mean that the student body 
shouldn't chip in to carry us through the mire and muck of these 
times. Because many service resources will be stretched to the 
max, a greater burden of maintaining Rice's reputation and good 
order will fall on the student body's shoulders. It means that stu-
dents should be more aware of the ramifications of their actions. 
When a night at Willy's Pub turns into a night of debacles, try to 
rein the destruction in a bit. Be aware of your surroundings, and 
keep the mayhem to a minimum. 

Rice's recent growth has been near break-neck speed, and its 
continuation would have been foolhardy at best, unsalvageable 
at worst. When he reevaluates Rice's options in March, we hope 
that President Leebron will consider the economic forecast calm 
enough to continue our long-range projects, and we would hope 
that we, as Rice students, will have done our part to keep the 
university sound in the meantime. 

Green does a world good 
This week, Wiess College senior Jeremy Caves showed off his sci-

entific literacy, and in an magnificent showing with the rest of his 
research team, he won Houston's Recycle Ike contest by suggesting 
that the city turn the organic waste into Biochar (see story, page 1). 

While our lengthy stays in the newsroom and away from the lab 
prevent us from fully comprehending just how remarkable a pro-
cess this truly is, we do know that by turning Ike's debris into bur-
ied carbon, Caves and his crew have taken one more step toward 
providing a good environment for all of Rice's generations. 

Impressive, yes, but we want to note that in the end, Caves 
was merely a student — albeit a highly-motivated and successful 
one — who turned his education into a cause. Caves should be an 
inspiration to not only his fellow engineers, but to all of us who 
wither away with problem sets and lengthy reading assignments 
while the world outside has problems in need of solving. 

This particular time and place is perfect for students to pro-
pel their talents into the field in the name of progress. And since 
not every achievement has to be of monumental consequence, 
we encourage the student body to think on the small scale; small 
achievements often combine to change the world. Use college re-
sources, connect with fellow students, and throw yourself into the 
myriad environmental programs around campus. With any luck, 
we can make stories like Caves' the rule, and not the exception. 
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Broken U.S.-Bolivia relations require fix 
OVER THE EIGHT y e a r s of h i s presi-

dency, the only two significant el-
ements of President Bush's Latin 
America strategy have been continu-
ing the War on Drugs and signing in-
dividual free trade agreements. The 
Andean Trade Preferences Act, ab-
breviated as APTDEA was a perfect 
example of this strategy. In exchange 
for cooperation in cocaine reduction 
efforts, the U.S. signed trade deals 
with Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and 
Peru to allow them to export textiles 
and other goods to the U.S. market. 
The APTDEA was a win-win situation: 
a boon for Latin American producers 
and a plus for U.S. consumers. 

opposition leaders to discuss ways 
to promote their autonomy agenda. 
The relationship between Goldberg 
and Morales had always been tense: 
The previous ambassador, Manuel 
Rocha, said that Goldberg famously 
declared during the 2002 elections 
that the United States would cut off 
all aid if Morales were elected presi-
dent, a statement which launched 
Morales from long-shot candidate to 
presidential runner-up. Tired of Gold-
berg's perceived efforts to undermine 
democracy, the Bolivian government 
d e c l a r e d h i m a persona non grata a n d 

expelled him from the country. 

a 

Patrick McAnaney 
Yet just three months ago the 

White House decided to undermine 
its own free trade agenda by suspend-
ing this agreement with Bolivia. 

Let's rewind a few months to figure 
out how we got to this point. Since the 
2005 election of Evo Morales, Bolivia's 
first indigenous president, tension 
has grown between the poorer, indig-
enous Andean region and the hydro-
carbon-rich tropical lowlands. The 
opposition leaders in the lowlands, 
the traditional elite, have pushed for 
their agenda as a means of resisting 
Morales, a situation which culminat-
ed in violent protests last September. 
During this same period, U.S. ambas-
sador to Bolivia Philip Goldberg was 
caught holding secret meetings with 

Bush's decision to 
politicize the 
APTDEA essentially 
targeted the 
poorest of the poor. 
What happened to 
"compassionate 
conservatism?" 

99 

Furious at forced removal of its 
ambassador, the White House de-
cided to retaliate by declaring Bolivia 
non-compliant with Drug Enforce-
ment Agency standards. Although 
independent watchdog agencies such 
as the Washington Office on Latin 
America and the Andean Information 
Network note that Bolivia has actually 
been more successful than Peru and 

Colombia in reducing coca, and sub-
sequently, cocaine production, only 
Bolivia received harsh penalties. The 
White House suspended the APTDEA, 
costing Bolivia 20,000 jobs and $150 
million annually. In a time of world-
wide economic crisis, this came as a 
tough blow to South America's poor-
est country. The true victims were the 
textile weavers — indigenous subsis-
tence farmers who depend on U.S. 
markets to eke out a modest income of 
several hundred dollars annually. In 
essence, Bush's decision to politicize 
the APTDEA essentially targeted the 
poorest of the poor. What happened 
to "compassionate conservatism?" 

President-elect Barack Obama 
has a chance to rectify this egregious 
mistake by the Bush administration 
as soon as he sets foot in the Oval Of-
fice. The APTDEA can be reinstated 
at any time with relatively little ef-
fort, should Obama choose to do so. 
The benefits arc obvious: It would be 
a sign of good will to South America, 
reduce poverty in the region and 
maintain a viable employment al-
ternative to cultivating coca. The 
question is whether the incoming 
administration has any intention of 
adopting a more conciliatory tone 
in its relations with Bolivia. Obama 
spoke often during the campaign 
about restoring our moral standing 
in the world and making allies, not 
enemies, in the international sphere. 
His election instantly reignited Bo-
livians' faith in the United States, as 
I was fortunate enough to witness in 
person. It is up to Obama not to dis-
appoint them. 

Patrick McAnaney is a Brown College 
junior and studied abroad in Bolivia 

last semester. 

Sports not only for athletically inclined 
IN THE MOVIE Milk, anti-gay activ-
ist Anita Bryant condemns laws and 
statutes protecting gay Americans 
on the basis that permitting them to 
do whatever it is that gay Americans 
do — which, as far as I understand, 
are mostly the same boring things 
that straight Americans do — would 
decimate the country and plunge its 
citizens, perhaps overnight, into se-
vere moral degradation. Bryant and 
several other characters in the movie 
(and in real life) make this assertion 
with the underlying argument that 
the religion of Christ is the religion of 
the United States. Unfortunately for 
them, we know that Christianity isn't 
the American religion. Sports are the 
real American religion, and it is our 
patriotic duty to celebrate them. 

Education Supplement) to b e t h e 13th-

best university in the world, millions 
of people recognize it primarily as the 
basketball powerhouse it was in the 
1980s and '90s. By touchdowns, line 
drives and free throws, we measure 
ourselves against one another on the 
field as often as we do off of it. 

44 

Let us ring in the 
New Year not with 
church bells or 
saintly resolu-
tions but with 
body slams and 
slide tackles. 

99 

Timothy Faust 
Rice won a bowl game last week. 

Maybe you heard about it. Several 
dozen of Rice's finest (and also #94, 
kicker Brandon Yelovich) took to the 
field and punished a motley crew of 
Michiganders, who deserved to lose 
because they are bad people and 
even worse footballers. 

Meanwhile, Rice is moving to ac-
quire Baylor College of Medicine. 

At first, it seems silly to compare 
these two - one is just a football game 
while the other is a multi-million dol-
lar deal with tremendous ramifica-
tions for the future of the school. But 
isn't the former just as significant a 
benchmark of Rice's legacy as the 
latter? Even though Duke University 
is c o n s i d e r e d (by t h e Times Higher 

But what are sports without play-
ers? Most students at Rice have played 
at least one sport at some time in their 
lives. The human body is wired to en-
joy endorphins, and nobody credible 
disputes the importance of exercise. 
But even at a school with extremely 
generous intramural and college 
leagues, there are people who are so 
pathetically bad at sports, so indis-
putably unathletic, that even "come 
one, come all" IM competition is too 
fierce. I have been one of these people 
since my two consecutive scoreless 
seasons in middle-school basketball. 
There is no shame in realizing one's 
own inabilities: like alcoholism or 
unwanted pregnancies, the first step 
is admitting that a problem exists. 

Like it or not, we non-athletes 
are still card-carrying members of 
the church of competition, and we 

pine for a taste of those visceral, bru-
tal activities which genetics or poor 
nutrition would otherwise deny us. 
Many of us perpetual benchwarmers 
would love to plungle ourseves into 
the tempest of full-contact sports, if 
only we knew the rules. Most of us 
would suffer grave bodily harm if we 
played against anyone with any sort 
of muscle mass or workout regimen. 
We've resigned ourselves to eternal 
spectatorship, and not even IM sports 
are lenient enough to take us in. 

So what of us who aspire to ath-
leticism but failed to make the cut in 
freshman flag football? What of those 
of us who dream of hitting to left field 
and sprinting around the bases when, 
in reality, we strike out during tee-ball? 
What about those unfortunate souls 
whose bruised faces have proven them-
selves electromagnets for basketballs? 
Are we condemned to muster limitless 
enthusiasm and sit patiently in the au-
dience from now until death whisks 
us to the big arena in the sky? Must we 
limit ourselves to those sports more ap-
propriate for our delicate physiques — 
running, golf or badminton? 

Of course not! Let us form a league 
of our own. What Rosie O'Donnell 
did for women in baseball, surely we 
can do for nerds at Rice. 

Cast off your shackles of awkward 
gait and miserable coordination, 
young men of Rice! Take the torch to 
your textbooks and the magnet to your 
hard drives. Let us ring in the New 
Year not with church bells or saintly 
resolutions but with body slams and 
slide tackles. I urge you: Let us form 
a more perfect union of non-athletes, 
dedicated to the pursuit of the urges 
which our latent testosterone dic-
tates. Let us form the League of Con-
tact Sports for Wimpy Guys. 

Timothy Faust is a Brown College 

senior and Backpage editor. 

New year an excellent time 
for last push improvements 
WITH THE SPRING s e m e s t e r b e 

ginning comes the return of fickle 
weather the reluctant return to study-
ing and drudgery, and an ardent 
pursuit of cheap textbooks. But un-
derneath this simple and routine 
facade lies a somewhat mundane 
and repetitive but very relevant 
detail. The most significant distinc-
tion the spring semester has over its 
autumnal counterpart is the fresh start 
for all involved and the potential bene-
fits thisnewbeginningcancontributeto 
our university. 

Amanda Melchor 

it 

By reviewing the 
previous semes-
ter in an objec-
tive manner; we 
... can see not 
only where we've 
fought too hard. 
but also where 
and when we 
haven't fought 
hard enough. 

99 

A new semester also allows stu-
dents to put the previous semes-
ter's occurrences into perspective. 
Hindsight is 20-20, and nowhere 
is this possibly truer than on a col-
lege campus. And winter recess, de-
spite its bemoaned brevity, grants 
students the opportunity to take a 
break from campus and view the 
university's stances and our past 
reactions and actions as students 
in a more objective light. By review-
ing the previous semester in an ob-
jective manner, we as students can 
see not only where we've fought to 
too hard, but also where and when 
we haven't fought hard enough for is-
sues that are important and relevant 

to us, with the like student financial 
changes and the alterations to SAC. 

44 

Our student life is 
what we make of 
it, and if we waste 
our opportunity 
to better it, we 
have no right to 
complain about its 
flaws. 

The spring semester is a great 
way to truly bring about change 
to campus since it signifies a more 
communal student experience. 
The vast majority of those entering 
the spring semester are officially 
tried-and-true students; this state-
ment is obviously true for upper-
classmen but for freshman, it's an 
important distinction. Most true 
freshmen —not to be confused with 
transfer students — are no longer 
green and inexperienced in the maze 
of university life and can now, along 
with their transfer brethren, be con-
sidered fully initiated members of the 
Rice community. And although some 
students may have been abroad or on 
leave during the fall semester, most 
of the student body present in the 
spring have experienced the events 
and controversies that marked the 
fall term, such as Hurricane Ike and 
changes made concerning student 
finances and organizations like the 
Student Admission Council. These 
experiences and our reactions to 
them unite us as a student body, 
and it is only as a large body of 
students that we can bring change 
to campus. 

99 

With the new semester students 
can once again engage the university 
and speak and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, act on issues that really mat-
ter to them. The current administra-
tions at many college governments 
end soon — most towards the end of 
February — and the Student Associa-
tion will hold elections in March and 
have its new leaders by April. These 
college and university elections are 
especially crucial because they mark 
the end of any real student influence 
for the rest of the academic year. 
By the time these important elec-
tions have been held, most of the 
momentum of student concern for 
campus issues evaporates with more 
pressing concerns like Spring Break, 
midterms, Beer Bike, graduation 
and summer plans. I can't remem-
ber when a resolution or motion 
that could really affect the univer-
sity and student life was passed at 
an SA meeting or at college govern-
ment meeting after changeover sea-
son. It is extremely important for 
students to act now while they still re-
tain theirdrive and passion forstudent 
issues and concerns. 

ii 

Students must use 
these last few, 
precious weeks to 
act on issues that 
matter to them 
before they get 
caught up in plea-
surable exploits. 

99 

The mark of a new year as a time 
of change and revitalization is not a 
novel concept by any means, and it's 
a particularly opportune time to affect 
change on our campus. Students must 
use these last few, precious weeks to 
act on issues that matter to them be-
fore getting caught up in more plea-
surable exploits and wasting the re-
mainder of their energy griping about 
their concerns. Speak at an SA meet-
ing or college cabinet, or pamphlet the 
tables at the residential colleges, write 
a letter or column for the Thresher, but 
by all means do something that seeks 
to improve student life and leave a 
lasting contribution while you still 
have a chance. Our student life is what 
we make of it, and if we waste our op-
portunity to better it, we have no right 
to complain about its flaws. 

Amanda Melchor is a Hanszen 

College senior and opinion editor. 
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OBIOCHAR 
FROM PAGE 1 

and, later, in a Houston Chronicle 
article. He contacted Hockaday and 
expressed interest in submitting a 
proposal advocating Biochar. Caves 
met with experts on Biochar, includ-
ing Hockaday, Masiello, Chemical 
and Biomolecular Engineering Chair 
Kyriacos Zygourakis and Director of 
Sustainability Richard Johnson, to 
determine what ideas to include in 
the proposal. 

Caves remarked that the efficient 
process of pyrolyzing material under 
low or no oxygen conditions and in 
extreme heat of 400 to 500 degrees 
Celcius is not new — early Native 
American groups used the process for 
agricultural reasons. 

The team's BioChar proposal 
could assist Houston not only with 
Ike debris, but also the city's annual 
90,000 metric tons of "green waste," 
or biodegradable organic material 
such as leaves and branches. 

Furthermore, if the administra-
tion of President-elect Barack Obama 
institutes a carbon cap-and-trade sys-
tem, the carbon sequestered from the 
debris could be sold for $i5-$25 per 
ton, Caves said. This would bring in 
new revenue for the city while cutting 
carbon emissions annually by the 
equivalent of 17,000 cars. Caves said 
the Biochar from the Ike debris would 
eliminate emissions equivalent to re-
moving 240,000 cars for one year. 

As the first place winners, the team 
received $10,000 presented at City 
Hall on Dec. 10 by Mayor Bill White. 
With the prize money, the team will 
continue research on Biochar and are 
also looking to build a Biochar reac-
tor at Rice for future experimenta-
tion on campus, a project Hockaday 
would oversee. 

Rice alumnus Ian Ragsdale (Han-
szen '08) won third place and a $2,500 
prize for his proposal to turn the de-
bris into mulch for a series of urban 
farms that would encourage urban 
agriculture and produce food for 
the community. 

www.chickenkitchenhouston.com 

Alt day Saturday any regular size c h o p - c h o p 

and drink for$5.55 
w h e n y o u s h o w y o u r R i c e U n i v e r s i t y ID 

CK RICE VILLAGE 

2516 Rice Blvd 

Tel: 713-523-2323 

CK DOWNTOWN 
McK inney P laceTunne l 

9030 Ma in ST Suite T-240A 
Tel: 71 3 752 2323 

Wiess College junior Chris Fraser enjoys a rare glimpse of Houston 

snow on Dec. 10, the first since 2004. 

Graduate 
student 
dies 

BY CINDY DINH 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Graduate student Han Li, 31, 
died on Tuesday night after falling 
unconscious after using a station-
ary bike at the Recreation Center. Li 
came to Rice in 2006 from China to 
work on his Ph.D in Mechanical En-
gineering and Materials Science. 

Graduate student Han Li 

Shortly af ter 5 p .m. Li was get-
t ing off of a s ta t ionary bicycle in 
the weight room when wi tnesses 
saw him col lapse, Rice Recreation 
Center Associate Director Evan 
Stein sa id . Officials in the Recre-
at ion Center a ler ted Rice Emergen-
cy Medical Services, which came to 
the scene and immedia te ly began 
admin i s t e r ing CPR. The Houston 
Fire Depar tment later arrived and 
t r anspor ted Li by a m b u l a n c e to 
Methodis t Hospi tal . His cause of 
dea th is u n k n o w n . There were no 
known ma l func t i ons with the gym 
e q u i p m e n t , Stein said . 

Gradua te S tudent Association 
Pres ident Michael Contreras en-
couraged g radua t e s t uden t s to sup-
port each o ther af ter Li's dea th . 

"The s u d d e n pass ing of Han 
Li ha s not only a f fec ted g r a d u a t e 
s t u d e n t s , bu t the greater Rice com-
muni ty , " Cont re ras said in a s ta te-
men t . "Han will be r emembered 
as a d i l igent s t u d e n t in the Me-
chan ica l Engineer ing d e p a r t m e n t 
who m a d e a d i f f e rence in the lives 
of all t hose tha t knew him. Our 
hea r t s go out to his wife and fam-
ily in t he se d i f f icul t t imes. When a 
s t a r t l ing event such as th is one oc-
curs it is impor t an t that we look to 
each o the r in the Rice c o m m u n i t y 
to p rov ide s u p p o r t and comfor t to 
move f o r w a r d . " 

Li is survived by his wife, who is a 
graduate student at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, and family members in China. 

Dean of Graduate and Postdoc-
toral Studies Paula Sanders recom-
mends that those having difficulty 
coping with this loss consult with 
a counselor at the Rice Counseling 
Center, 713-348-4867. 

sity Police Department for the period Dec, 3-Jan 7. 

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES 
During the winter recess, thefts occurred at every residential col-
lege except Wiess College and Sid Richardson College. 

Jones College 
Lovett College 

Dec. 28 Criminal mischief 
Jan. 1 Drug/narcotic violations 

• 

ACADEMIC BUILDINGS . ' ' ' ' 
Mech Lab Dec. 6 Criminal mischief 

Academic Quad Dec. 6 Alcohol violations 

Bio Lab Dec. 9 Theft 

Baker Hall Dec. 16 Theft 

Ryon Lab Dec. 16 Theft 

A. P. Brown Hall Dec. 18 Theft 

A. P. Brown Hall Dec. 20 Theft 

G. R. Brown Hall Dec. 31 Theft 

Mechanical Engineering Jan. 5 Theft 

OTHER BUILDING 

South Servery Dec. 5 Theft 

Allen Center Dec. 18 Credit card abuse 

Autry Court Dec. 30 Failure to identify 

Tudor Fieldhouse Jan. 5 Drug/narcotic violations 

PARKING LOTS 

West Lot Dec. 11 Criminal mischief 

West Lot Dec. 29 Driving while license is 
suspended 

West Lot Jan. 2 Assault, evading detention 

Green briar Lot Jan. 5 Theft 

OTHER LOCATIONS 

Off Campus Dec. 12 Driving while intoxicated 

Off Campus Dec. 13 Driving while intoxicated 

Entrance 20 Dec. 23 Theft 

Off Campus Jan. 3 Driving without a license 

The group Solo Sevlllianas performs a flamenco dance at Posada on Dec. 6 in the RMC Grand Hall. 

Do You Need to Prep for the 
GRE, GMAT, LSAT or MCAT? 

Don't Wait! 
You Can Get The Score You Need, 
Guaranteed with The Princeton Review 

Is the G R E , GMAT, LSAT or JV1GAT in your future? 

O u r test preparation programs help you master 

content , build skills, and learn proven test-taking 

strategies. We offer dynamic instructors, more hours, 

effective classes and a satisfaction and moneyback 

guarantee. 

Class Start Location 

GRE: 1/18 3730 Kirby Dr. 
GMAT: 1/25 8800 Katy Fwy. 
LSAT: 2/21 8800 Katy Fwy. 
MCAT: 1/25 8800 Katy Fwy. 

Secure your spot! 
Enroll online or by phone today. 

/Ti 
& 

The 
Princeton 
Review 

800-2Review 
PrincetonReview.com 

TUTORING * SMALL GROUP TUTORING 
CLASSROOM COURSES • ONLINE PROGRAMS 

lest names are the trademarks of their respective owners who are not affiliated with The 
Princeton Review. The Princeton Review arid The Princeton Review loqo are trademarks 
registered in the U S Patent and Iradeniark Office by ' he Princeton ffeview Inc which 
is not affiliated with Princeton University 
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Pickens lays out energy plan 
BY JOSH RUTENBERG 

THRESHER STAFF 

Concerned by the United States ' 
d e p e n d e n c e on foreign fue l s a n d 
lack of su s t a inab le domes t ic energy, 
Cha i rman , founder , a n d CEO of BP 
Capital T. Boone Pickens addressed a 
full aud i to r ium at a town hall meet-
ing hos ted by the James A. Baker 111 
Ins t i tu te for Public Policy last Tues-
day, Jan. 6. In the meet ing, Pickens, 
r anked the 117th r ichest American 
by Forbes, cha l lenged the American 
people to divert one- third of import-
ed oil to domes t ic energy resources 
wi th in the next 10 years . 

"I 'm gonna put u p my money a n d 
say wha t is my so lu t ion ," Pickens 
said. " I 'm a lone ranger ." 

At the meet ing, o n e of more t han 
20 he h a s led so far th roughout the 
country, Pickens highl ighted his own 
initiative, called the Pickens Plan. 
The Texan first unvei led his p lan in 
July a n d h a s spen t $58 million so far 
on na t iona l adver t is ing to sha re his 
op in ions on current a n d fu tu re Unit-
ed States energy policies. 

Part of Pickens ' p lan calls for 
a t rans i t ion from foreign oil to do-
mestic resources — a "br idge to the 
fu tu re" consis t ing of resources such 
as wind a n d na tu ra l gas that could 
power a larger port ion of American 
energy over the next few decades . 
In his commercia l , Pickens said the 
con t inued rel iance of the United 
States on foreign oil will cu lmina te 
in a threat to the economy, the envi-
ronment a n d nat ional security. By 
investing in domes t ic a l ternat ive en-
ergies like wind power, Pickens said 
na tura l gas, which is current ly used 
for electric power genera t ion , will be 
freed u p to serve other energy sectors 
such as t r anspor ta t ion . 

Pickens sa id the wor ld ' s oil pro-
duct ion h a s peaked at 85 million 

barrels a day, mean ing the greatest 
ra te of oil extract ion is close or has 
a l ready been reached , a l though de-
m a n d con t inues to rise. 

To prevent the deple t ion of oil 
suppl ies , Pickens is cal l ing for an 
investment in wind genera t ion ener-
gies s p a n n i n g the central corr idor of 
the United States from Texas u p to the 
sou the rn border of Canada , whe re 
previous research suggests w ind tur-
b ines would be most effective. 

Moreover, P ickens f i rmly be-
lieves h i s p l a n c a n be a c c o m p l i s h e d 
in 10 yea r s given the p r o p e r leader -
s h i p a n d s u p p o r t . 

"If we go 10 years forward with no 
plan, we'll be import ing more t han 
70 percent of our oil," Pickens said. 
"You have got to get an energy plan 
for this country, a n d today, we have 
no p lan . " 

Pickens acknowledges h is p lan 
will only be a s topgap , a l lowing the 
United Sta tes to deve lop a n d invest 
in o ther a l te rnat ive fuel t echnolo-
gies, such as nuc lea r a n d so lar pow-
er, in order to provide s u s t a i n a b l e 
energy op t ions . 

Born in Holdenvi l le , Okla. , Pick-
e n s g r a d u a t e d f rom O k l a h o m a A&M 
Universi ty (now O k l a h o m a Sta te 
Universi ty) with a deg ree in geolo-
gy. After work ing for Phi l l ips Petro-
leum for th ree years , he co- inves ted 
in Pe t ro l eum Explora t ion Inc. , a 
c o m p a n y tha t dea l t in d o m e s t i c oil 
a n d gas e x p l o r a t i o n . In 1964, Pick-
e n s f o u n d e d Mesa Pe t ro l eum, a n in-
d e p e n d e n t n a t u r a l gas a n d oil com-
pany. There , he e a r n e d h i s c la im to 
f a m e , l e ad ing a ser ies of acquis i -
t ions a n d merge r s that w o u l d ne t 
h im $1.4 bi l l ion a n d a f e a t u r e on the 
cover of Time in 1985. 

In 1997, Pickens created the BP 
Capital Management Hedge Fund, a 
private investment firm that works pri-
marily in the energy industry. He has 

been the recipient of several awards , 
inc luding the Horatio Alger Award for 
his ph i lan throp ic d o n a t i o n s a n d was 
n a m e d Texan of the Year in 2008 by 
the Texas Legislative Conference. His 
effor ts to concen t ra te on domest ic en-
ergy resources c a m e abou t in full th is 
pas t summer , amid promises by both 
President-elect Barack Obama a n d 
Senator John McCain to res t ruc ture 
energy policy in the United States. 

"I f ina l ly d e c i d e d t h a t I w a s t h e 
on ly o n e w h o u n d e r s t o o d it [ the 
e n e r g y d i l e m m a ] a n d w o u l d b e 
wi l l i ng to get u p a n d ta lk a b o u t i t , " 
P i c k e n s s a i d . 

Cha i rman of the University of 
Houston System Board of Regents 
Welcome Wilson, Sr. a sked of Pick-
ens dur ing the Q&A session Tuesday 
w h a t those at the universi ty level 
could do to ensu re poli t icians will 
keep their promises abou t environ-
menta l policy. 

"We are better opera t ing as a large 
g roup , " Pickens said. "For 30 years, 
I've gone to Washington , a n d they 
all said they 'd help , but no th ing hap-
pened . I'm more powerfu l with 1.5 
million people s igned u p with me 
than as some rich guy." 

He encourages those interested in 
his p lan to " k e e p th inking positive" 
a n d read more abou t it at h is website, 
www.pickensplan.com. Fur thermore , 
Pickens chal lenged the aud ience to 
ask their representat ive pol i t ic ians if 
they have an al ternat ive energy plan. 

Pickens said he hopes to push his 
p lan dur ing Obama ' s first 100 days 
in office. Regardless, Pickens said 
invest ing in al ternat ive energy is the 
individual responsibi l i ty of the Amer-
ican public , inc luding the aud ience . 

"The problem is your p rob lem," 
Pickens said. "I'll make it to the fin-
ish line, but it 's you a n d the genera-
tion to come that will have to figure 
this ou t . " 

T. Boone Pickens speaks Tuesday to a crowd that Included President Da-

vid Leebron. Pickens spoke about his energy plan for the United States. 

Looking for a part-time job? 

The best paying student job 
at Rice is currently hiring! 

Join other Rice students in calling alumni 

for the Rice Annual Fund over the phone. 

$9.00/hr plus bonuses! 
Flexible evening/weekend shifts Sunday-

Thursday. Work short 3 hour shifts, 

and 2 - 5 shifts per week. 

Immediate placement. 

To schedule an interview call 

713-348-3287 or e-mail seanb@rice.edu 
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(411 ktru, station tours, pie) 
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James Tour wins Feynman Prize for nanocar work 
BY MARGEUX CLEMMONS 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Molecule-sized cars complete with 
buckyball tires may bring new mean-
ing to the term "compact car" thanks 
to chemistry professor James Tour, who 
has been awarded the 2008 Feynman 
Prize for his synthesis of the nanocar. 

The honor, which recognizes re-
searchers who make significant con-
tributions to the beneficial use of 
nanotechnology, is distributed by the 
California think tank Foresight Insti-
tute. The award was named after the 
late physicist Richard P. Feynman, 
who stressed that an atomic-level un-
derstanding of biology and chemistry 
would be crucial for further develop-
ments in the field. 

Tour was one of four nominees world-
wide and is Rice's first recipient of the 
award since the prize's inception in 1993. 

"I wish I could say that I was absolute-
ly overjoyed," Tour said. "But the people 
that really do this are the students that 
work in the lab. They have the ideas, and 

Chemistry Professor James Tour, winner of the 2008 Feynman Prize 

we make it work. But, I am thankful." 
The nanocar, which Tour says has 

gone through many models, is intend-
ed to demonstrate an understanding 
of motion and eventually to serve as a 
transportation device for building at 
the nano level. 

"We build from the top down," Tour 
said. "The vision [of nanotechnology] 
is: Can we build from the bottom up like 
nature does? Once we understand mo-

tion, then we want to understand trans-
port, and then assembly, so that in 100 
years we can build buildings, not with 
sticks and bricks and mortar like we've 
been doing, but with these nanocars. 
This is just the embryonic stage." 

Tour came to Rice from the Universi-
ty of South Carolina in 1999 after he met 
Rice chemistry professor and Nobel lau-
reate Richard Smalley, who would dis-
cover the buckyballs used as nanocar 

wheels, at a Foresight Institute confer-
ence. At the time, Rice had the world's 
first building devoted to nanotechnol-
ogy and was a leader in the first contri-
butions to the new field, Tour said. 

Tour said that even with a nano-
technology program as strong as 
Rice's, part of the challenge in devel-
oping the new science is convincing 
established scientists that nanotech-
nology's vision is a feasible one and 
obtaining necessary resources. 

"It took us years to make the nano-
cars," Tour said. "We bootlegged off of 
other projects until we had the funding." 

Tour currently serves as the director 
of the Nanotechnology Laboratory, has 
published over 350 research works, and 
holds over 35 patents. 

"[Nanotechnology is] fun in that so 
much of what you do you can publish, 
because it's all so new and can apply 
to almost anything," Tour said. "I love 
to come to work. I love to come to my 
office. I love to talk to my students. The 
biggest problem I have is that my mouth 
can't move fast enough, and there are 
all these things 1 have to leave unsaid." 

How will you spend your summer? 
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Information Session 
Monday, January 12th 

4:00-5:00 pm 
Farnsworth Pavilion 

Snacks provided 

— -

, . X. 

mm 

The Summer Mentorship Experience is a 
competit ive summer internship program through 
which undergraduates from all disciplines are 
paired wi th mentors in public, private, or non-profit 
organizations. 

How can I even begin to 
,* describe the most chal-

m ^ lenqinq and educational 
B | summer of my life? Unlike 

W m * ? the other interns at FOX 
lralgI§^K» 

VJ/'X News who worked under 
4 P aloof bosses, Leadership 

Rice's careful screening fqr 
a commit ted "mentor" 

yielded a supportive mentor-intern relationship 
that helped me maximize the value of my t ime 
there and that has continued long after I left 
New York. The news education I received, the 
city I lived in, and the people I shared coffee 
wi th opened windows to new ways of thinking 
about the world and my future. 

-Ted Wieber (Hanszen'09) 

Placements include dynamic and demanding 
summer work experiences in a variety of 
industries—many of which are normally 
unpaid—and are concentrated in Houston, New 
York City, Washington, D.C., Berlin and Pune, 
India. Stipends for the summer range from 
$4,000-6,000, depending on the cost of living. 

Previous placements include: 

ABC 20/20 

American Enterprise Institute *** 

Ashoka: Innovators for the Public 

Center for Houston's Future 

Center for the Study of the Presidency 

Deenanath Mangeshkar Hospital 

FOX News 

Horizon Wind Energy 

Houston Endowment 

Houston Mayor's Office 

National Science Foundation 

St. Luke's Hospital: Oncology 

U.S. Department of Education 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 23rd 
Apply now i t leadership.rice.edu! 

O F R E E Z E 
FROM PAGE 1 

their budge t s that are not d i rec ted 
toward sa lar ies . 

These m e a s u r e s seek to cut 
mone ta ry e x p e n s e s tha t a re not 
br inging any bene f i t s to s t u d e n t s , 
Leebron sa id . 

To fu r the r reduce unneces -
sary expenses , Leebron a l so asked 
s tuden t s , facul ty and staff to re-
duce their energy use in an e-
mail sent on Tuesday. According 
to the e-mai l , Rice's energy cos ts 
increased 40 percent last year, 
a l though c o n s u m p t i o n r ema ined 
relatively s t ab le . 

"Energy is a huge e x p e n s e which 
we can r educe , " Leebron sa id . 

He encouraged univers i ty mem-
bers to dec rease power u se on their 
compute r s , to turn ou t l ights in 
c l a s s rooms a n d off ices when they 
are not in use a n d to p u r c h a s e more 
energy-ef f ic ient off ice supp l i e s . 

Rice is not the only univers i ty 
tha t is cu t t ing back on its e x p e n s e s 
with t empora ry hir ing f reezes . 

According to a survey of over 
200 col leges a n d un ive r s i t i e s 
abou t how they have been a f f ec t ed 
by the recess ion c o n d u c t e d by the 
Chronic le of Higher Educa t ion , 58 
percent have i m p l e m e n t e d a par-
tial h i r ing f reeze on s taff pos i t ion , 
7 percen t have begun a total f reeze 
on staff h i r ing , 43 percen t have 
a par t ia l h i r ing f reeze on facu l ty 
pos i t ions a n d five pe rcen t have 
a total h i r ing freeze on facul ty . 
Twenty-s ix percen t a re cons ider -
ing layoffs a n d 11 percen t have 
m a d e ac tua l layoffs . 

Rice does not re lease interim 
figures on its e n d o w m e n t ' s per-
formance , but as far as the admin-
istrat ion is aware , it is not down 
as much as universi t ies reporting 
losses of 25 to 30 percent, Leebron 
said. 

Howe , considering the reces-
sion, Leebron said Rice cannot ex-
pect to see as much of an increase 
from endowment payoff. 

"We remain in pretty good fi-
nancial shape and have followed a 
range of prudent policies," he said. 

S A I D 
FROM PAGE 1 

exceed $80,000, Walker said. 
Currently, Rice is one of 31 uni-

versities in the Consortium on Fi-
nancing Higher Education that are 
committed to meeting addi t ional 
f inancial need after a given fam-
ily's est imated contr ibut ion, a fig-
ure based on FAFSA and College 
Board appl icat ions. 

But while other universities have 
adjus ted tuition costs or f inancial 
aid packages to accommodate those 
affected by the economy, the open , 
public na ture of Rice's f inancial aid 
calculat ions is not shared by most 
other universities and is even new 
to Rice, Forman said. 

"In the pas t , a l though [the no-
loan th reshold for famil ies with 
incomes of $60 ,000 or less] was 
of ten t rue in pract ice , it was not 
a lways explici t ly s t a t e d , " Forman 
sa id . "I t ' s really only the weal thi -
est schools tha t are ab le to come 
out and s ta te such aggress ive fi-
nanc ia l aid pol icies in such a sim-
ple form. Rice is f o r t u n a t e to be 
one of t h e m . " 

Beyond the proposed changes , 
Rice is f inding other ways to re-
spond to economic t roubles . 

"What we've seen this year is that 
parents come to us mid-year because, 
for example, a parent has lost a job," 
Walker said. "We suspect , based on 
early indicators, that we are going to 
have a lot more of those cases, and 
we're prepared to deal with that . 
That 's so important for our cont inu 
ing s tudents ." 

While Financial Aid Services 
does not always ad jus t the pack-
ages prepared at the beg inning of 
the academic year, it is willing to 
reevaluate based on recent changes 
in a family ' s economic s i tua t ion , 
Walker said . 
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Electric Arguments 
eclectic but electrifying 

BY BRIAN REINHART 
THRESHER STAFF 

Sometimes, Paul McCartney just 
wants to be himself, and when he 
does, he uses a pen name. "The 
Fireman" was his pseudonym of 
choice a decade ago, when it graced 
the cover of several electronica al-
bums, and now it is back for anoth-
er effort, Electric Arguments. 

BY JOE DWYER 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Forget everything you know 
about co-op shooters; Valve has 
raised the first-person shooter 
bar yet again with the release of 
Left 4 Dead, one of 2008's best 
multiplayer titles. 

Left 4 Dead 

• • • • Y 2 

Developer: Valve 
Platform: PC, Xbox 360 

The game's story is somewhat 
skimpy on the details, but the 
main thing to know is that a zom-
bie apocalypse is going on outside, 
and it's up to the four "Survivors" 
to blast their way through wave 
after wave of undead and make 
it from one safe room to the next. 
To keep things interesting, players 
also have to deal with five different 
"Special Infected" zombies, who 
have mutated abilities beyond that 
of a normal zombie grunt: There's 
the Hunter, who can pounce on 
Survivors from afar; the Smoker, 
who can pull Survivors away from 
the group with his long tongue; 
the Boomer, whose bile attracts 
the horde; the Tank, who can beat 
the living hell out of the Survivors 
and soaks up a ridiculous amount 
of damage before dying; and the 
Witch, who is harmless until play-
ers wake her up with flashlights or 
loud noises, in which case she can 
kill them in one swipe. 

Players can tackle the four-
player campaigns or call up four 
more friends and play the eight-
player Versus mode, where teams 
take turns as Survivors and Special 
Infected (minus the Witch) and 
compete to see who can get far-
thest in each level. Left 4 Dead is 
an incredibly social experience 
made all the more enjoyable when 

•I • 

THE 
WEEKLY 

SCENE 
Edi tors ' p icks for e v e n t s 

o u t s i d e t h e h e d g e s , b o t h 

' a r o u n d Rice a n d in t h e 

H o u s t o n a r e a , for th i s w e e k . 

playing Versus with seven other 
friends. The campaigns and Versus 
can also be played finding random 
public servers, but the chances of 
griefers and woefully inept, scream-
ing six-year-olds using Dad's LIVE 
account increase dramatically. 

Left 4 Dead is a rare game in 
which selfless teamwork is actu-
ally required for success, reward-
ing players for sticking together, 
watching each other's backs and 
not hitting teammates with friendly 
fire. Just like in any classic zombie 
film, the one who yells, "Okay, ev-
eryone, follow me!" and takes off, 
Rambo-style, is usually the first to 
die. Even in Versus mode, the Spe-
cial Infected need to coordinate 
their attacks in order to maximize 
their effectiveness. 

The coolest thing that Left 4 
Dead brings to the table is the revo-
lutionary "AI Director," created 
specifically for the game, which 
guarantees a unique and infinitely 

replayable movie-like experience. 
It controls the placement and fre-
quency of zombies and pickups, de-
termines what musical cues to play 
at certain points and even monitors 
how well players move through the 
level and adjusts the difficulty ac-
cordingly to ratchet up the tension. 
Amazingly, all of this is done on the 
fly and behind the scenes. A level 
that was easy the first playthrough 
may hit players with a Tank or zom-
bie horde straight out of the safe 
room on the second. 

The developers took several 
cues from Hollywood to emulate 
the experience of actually being in 
a zombie flick, including the use of 
film grain, vignette and even cred-
its at the end of each campaign list-
ing everyone's stats and dedicating 
the "film" to the players who didn't 
make it. 

The game feels a little short, 
with only four campaigns that can 

£5 see ZOMBIES, page 11 

Electric Arguments 

• • • • V2 
Artist: The Fireman 
Label: One Little Indian 
(UK), MPL, ATO Records 
Release: Nov. 24, 2008 

With this new LP, The Fireman, 
a duo consisting of McCartney and 
record producer Youth, branches 
out into a wide mixture of differ-
ent styles and sounds, and Electric 
Arguments thrills listeners with the 
joy of discovery. Not every song on 
the album reaches the same height, 
but this project is a triumph any-
way, and the results sound better 
and better with each new li l£?n. 

The premise behind Electric 
Arguments is startling: McCartney 
wrote and recorded a song every 
day for thirteen days. In the morn-
ing he would write down the lyr-
ics and craft a melody, and in the 
afternoon he played all the in-
struments — electric and acoustic 

guitars, drums, piano, double bass 
and sometimes harmonica or man-
dolin — and sang the complex vo-
cals. In the evenings McCartney and 
producer Youth mixed the separate 
recordings and added electronic 
effects, so that a song that did not 
even exist at breakfast was com-
pletely finished in time for dessert. 

Because every song was written 
and recorded in a single day, listen-
ers should not expect Electric Argu-
ments to be a conventional, care-
fully planned album. It does not 
have formal organization or a uni-
fying style. As a result, picky music 
fans should think twice before giv-
ing the disc a spin. Yes, one can be 
in awe that McCartney was able to 
come up with an hour-long record 
under the strict one-day-per-song 
rule, but the more important ques-
tion is, are the results worth it? 

The answer is an emphatic yes. 
There are some truly great songs on 
this album. "Two Magpies" is simple 
in its lyrics and unadorned in its folk 
style with charming results. "Dance 
'Til We're High," by contrast, is sim-
ply exultant — a joyful, liberating 
masterpiece. Elsewhere, McCartney 
is eager to experiment with differ-
ent styles and influences, channel-
ing American country gospel tunes 
in "Light from Your Lighthouse," 
trancelike electronic styling i' | "Lov-
ers in a Dream" and old-fashioned 
rock-and-roll in "Highway." There 
are flecks of electronica scattered 
throughout, particularly in the hid-
den "bonus track" at the album's 
end, which is unfortunately the least 
interesting one. 

The ending is the biggest prob-
lem of Electric Arguments. "Dance 
'Til We're High," the album's 

• see ELECTRIC, page 11 

Bedtime Stories not quite bedtime appropriate 
BY JACKIE AMMONS 

THRESHER STAFF 

Adam Sandler's funny but down-
in-the-dumps guy routine just is not 
working anymore. 

Bedtime Stories 
• • 

Starring: Adam Sandler 

The act may have come across as 
comical in The Water Boy, and San-
dler got away with it in his recent 
film I Now Pronounce You Chuck 

AWAKENING 
The m o s t hyped m u s i c a l in re-

cen t m e m o r y h a s finally c o m e 

to Hous ton . Spr ing Awak-

e n i n g fo l lows g r o u p of 19th 

c e n t u r y G e r m a n t e e n s t ry ing 

to c o p e wi th the c h a n g e s a n d 

c h a l l e n g e s of a d o l e s c e n c e . 

Tickets s tar t at $ 2 3 a n d t h e 

play r u n s through the 18th. 
Check t h e webs i te to get tick-

e ts a n d s h o w t i m e s . 

HOBBYCENTER - SAROFIM HALL 

8 0 0 BAG BY ST. 

WWW. BROADWAY 

AC ROSSAM ERICA. COM 

& Larry because of adequate box 
office returns. 

But in the already-horrid, newly-
released film Bedtime Stories, San-
dler ultimately contributes to the 
downfall of the movie by present-
ing an insincere and inconsistent 
character in a movie that follows an 
exhaustingly fast pace and is aimed 
at children with ridiculously short 
attention spans. 

Bedtime Stories combines reality 
with fantasy as hotel maintenance 
man Skeeter Bronson (Sandler) tells 
his niece and nephew bedtime sto-
ries while their mother (The Trip-
per's Courteney Cox) goes out of 
town. Through his imaginative sto-
ries and with the help of his friend 
Jill (August Rush's Keri Russell) and 
his goofy coworker Mickey (Forget-
ting Sarah Marshall's Russell Brand), 
Skeeter is able to visualize and actu-
alize himself moving up in the ranks 
of hotel management. 

DRUMMING 
.1 

The Society for the Per form-

ing Arts is b r ing ing toge ther 

s o m e of t h e bes t b rass play-

e r s a n d pe rcuss ion i s t s f rom 

a r o u n d the coun t ry to c rea te 

DRUMline Live, a high energy 

o n s t a g e m a r c h i n g show, this 

Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 

s tar t at $22. 

JONES HALL 

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

615 LOUISIANA 

WWW.SPAHOUSTON.ORG 

But the main problem of Bed-
time Stories is that it endeavors to 
go in too many directions in order 
to attract wide audiences. In doing 
so, the film spreads itself thin and 
satisfies no target audience. For ex-
ample, the film attempts to be both 
action-packed and reflective so as to 
capture the short attention spans of 
children while still teaching them a 
useful life lesson. 

While this idea may seem like a 
wholesome and effective plan, it just 
leaves the audience confused, as one 
minute they are watching a galactic 
fight scene, and the next minute they 
are watching the children discuss-
ing how sad they are that their father 
left them. This transition from silly to 
serious is abrupt and perplexing. 

Sandler compounds the ba-
sic problem of Bedtime Stories by 
presenting a character who tries 
to be more complex than he re-
ally is. Sandler is known for play-
ing the comedic character with a 
good heart, but the soft side of his 

DRAWING 
Join Houston Sketchy's first 

b i r thday par ty Sunday f rom 

2 to 6 p.m. at Avant Garden. 

The raunchy, creative life draw-

ingc lub will sketch it up, booze 

it d o w n a n d eat cake to music. 

$10 entry plus model tips. 

AVANT GARDEN 

4 1 1 WESTHEIMER 

HOUSTONSKETCHY. 

WORDPRESS.COM 

part in Bedtime Stories is too seri-
ous. A family comedy film should 
not attempt to have Sandler be 
taken seriously, for an audience 
may find it difficult to seriously 
respect a character named Skeeter. 

In spite of its failed endeavor to 
create a successful comedy. Bedtime 
Stories artfully intertwines the realms 
of fantasy and reality within the film 
to create one effective lesson. Instead 
of insisting that fantasy is reality — 
like 1995's Jumanji and 2007's Mr. 
Magorium's Wonder Emporium do 
— Bedtime Stories only suggests that 
fantasy may have an effect on reality. 

In the bedtime stories he tells to 
his niece snd nephew, Ske**ter irns^-
ines himself getting the hot girl (Re-
straint's Teresa Palmer), and while in 
real life he doesn't get the hot girl, he 
catches the attention of the girl he de-
serves — his friend Jill. This sense of 
imagination illustrates a positive and 

0 see BEDTIME, page 11 
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Want to go s k a t i n g b u t d o n ' t 
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I for head coach David Bailiff, 
1 the satisfaction of seeing his 
play exceedingly well and the 

1 of knowing that in just his 
second year, he achieved what her 
was hired to do: win a bowl game. 

The Owls' victory gave thou-
sands of Rice fans, decked in every-
thing from jerseys to body paint, a 
chance to feel pride in something 
beyond the university's academic 
reputation. After all, it had been 
an excrutiating 55 years since the 
team's last postseason victory. 

With the win, senior quarterback 
Chase Clement and senior wide re-
ceiver Jarett Dillard showcased their 
belief in hard work and the success 
that would inevitably follow. 

The two talents from San An-
tonio always believed they could 
thrive together. They would get up 
early and run routes together. They 
would stay after practice, until they 
were fori 
and-catch 
Bowl, d 
veryfi 
miliar n 

As th 
comes 
be well e 
cord boo] 
a touch 
in the foi 
of the 
Rice's last 

and play pitch-
Andat the Texas 

they ran one 
one not-so-fa-
work paid off. 

and Dillard era 
their names will 
in die Rice re-

Clement 
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; fitting 
of the yea& that 

I the 52nd arid final 
such touchdown, capping a season 
that saw the duo set the all-time 
record lor most touchdowns by a 
quarterback and wide receiver pair 
in NCAA history. 

The Owls partially ended a 
45-year bowl drought when they 
played in the 2006 R + L Carriers 
New Orleans Bowl, but the 41-17 
loss to Troy State left the team 
disappointed. But on Dec. 30, in 
front of a Reliant Stadium crowd of 
58,880, the Owls satisfied a hunger 
that had been lingering since they 
walked out of the 1954 C lottonBowl 
with a win over Alabama. I 

The days leading up to the 
Texas Bowl included a royriad of 
other activities for theij| 
team. Memorable for 
was the Rodeo Bowl, a cornj 
between Rice and Western Mid* 

held at George Ranch in "Rich-
i, Tex. The event consisted of 

seven events including everything 
from calf wrestling to an offensive 
line endzone dance competition, 
in what was a harbinger for their 

»ptaw|!iN§ win, the Owls won sif. 
events and the overall competition. 

In addition. Rice players, went 
on a much anticipated Best Buy 

! spree and made i visit to 
en's Center. 

The win was the Owls' seventh 
in a row and was also the 10th win 
on the season, only the second time 

Rice has accumulated 10 wins since 
1912, and the first since 1949. Their 
record represents a remarkable turn-

f r o m 1,10 team's 1-10 record in 
>rd in 2007. 

relished the advance-
Rice's football pr< -

his tenure. 
in the way Rice was, 

at the way that we are leaving 
amazing how much this place 

•{OT Rice 
tat is 

has been fan to see 
tormatjgn. To go bit the way 

we did, it doesn't get any better." 
Though Western Michigan had an 

early opportunity to score, kicker John 
Potter missed his 51-yard field goal and 
Rice scored the first points of the game 
near the end of the first quarter when 
Clement rushed the ball 26 yards for a 
touchdown. Rice moved the ball down 
the field again for a 30-yard field goal 
by junior kicker park Fangmeier be-
fore the end of the first quarter. 

The Owls kicked off the Second 
quarter with a 16-piay, 78-yard drive, 
culmirtaiing in a six-yard pass from 
Clement to wide receiver Toren Dixon, 
who finished with eight catches for 
58 yards. 

Less than two minutes into Western 
Michigan's next drh*, Andrew Sendejo 
intercepted a pass from Broncos quar-
terback Ton Killer on Rice's 41-yard 
line. Four minutes later Rice scored 
again with a 45-yard touchdown pass 
from Clement to sophomore tight end 
James Casey, who led the team with 1 
receiving yards on seven catchls. 

Western Michigan's next drive 
quickly stalled as sophomore corner-
back Chris Jones once aggun instettept-f 
ed HUier tor his first cart 

ran 
then fin 
toCleme: 
ever coi 
ception 
the pi; 
passfi 

defense has played in our 
Bailiff said. "It bodes well 

to be able to 

re of the second half 
meaningful and 

reversal Clement took 
Michigan's 13-yard 

ball to Dillard, who 
iown pass of his own 

pass was Dillard's first-
and Clement's one re-

year. The pair had tried 
first quarter, but Dillard's 

in the end zone. 

44 with 
finished th 

passing yards 
! 72fUshing yards. F< 

time this season, a Rice pi 
for a touchdown, rushed foi 
down and caught a touch 

Clement relished the chance to Casey has done it twice, 
switch roles. 

"It was awesome," Clement said. 
"You usually don't get two chances 
at that; he kind of screwed it up the 
first time. R was fun to catch one from 
him. He was over there saying that he 
should be playing quarterback." 

Later in the fourth quarter on an 
84-yaid drive, Rice's longest of the 
game, Clement tossed an 18-yard pass 
to Dillard, who caught it for his final 
collegiate touchdown reception. That 
touchdown was number 60 for Dil-
lard's career, tying him with DeAngelo 
Williams for the career Conference 
USA record and moved him into ninth 
place on the all-time NCAA list. It was 
also his 20th touchdown of the season, 
more than any Other receiver. Dillard is 
the only NCAA player ever to have at 
least 20 receiving touchdowns in two 

the. game, Western Michigan 

the third 

was finally able to lead the Owls in a 
postseason game after being lowed to 
sit out in the aoo6 New Orleans Bowi 
because of a broken collarbone. 

"It was definitely tough not play-
ing in that bowl game, so I knew 
that I wanted to make tjbe most 
of it when I got out here today," 

ent did it for the first time 
Texas Bowl. He finished his college 

P W M l l J l l t l l f 1 
• o f the team's 

ieJire^ 
P p * beg ;an. 

The seniors had instrumental roles 
regarding everything from practices 
to game plans, and they relished 

were able to accomplish,"Clement said. 
"We really set this program in the right 
direction. Hopefully those guys that 
are younger than us see what it takes 
to win, what it takes to be successful. 
Hopefully they can get that going." 

The recent transfer of U of Michi-
gan running back and local football 
celebrity Sam McGuffie suggests that 
the win could also play a large roll in 
tempting future recruits. 

"What you are trying to do, ev-
ery win you get, you are trying to 
continue to build momentum in 
the program," Bailiff saidL "it al-
lows you to recruit a better student-
athlete because they want to win a 
conference championship. f ^ 

The Owls were also impressed by 
the crowd drawn by the Texas Bowl 

"i can guarantee that all the peo-
ple in the stands with blue on, all of 
them didnt go to Rice, and all of them 
didn't know someone who went to 
Rice," Dillard said. "When you see 
that, you just sit back and get the 
feeling .^i looked at Chase and we 
just loo|6ed up and looked around 
and said, 'This is how yoi|: end a 
senior year."' 

A CLOSER LOOK: 
Statistics for the '08 season 

defense, which kept the Broncos off the 
board and held themtoonly 90 first-half 
yards; the i02nd-ranked Rice rush de-
fense held the broncos to only 63 yards 
on ffie ground in the whole game. 

"Defensively, by far, that is the 

to be pcoud of his star quirted 
"This kid has been {Haying with a 

torn ACL for the last 3 games and he 
hasn't said a word to anybody," Cubit 
said. "Hiifer had been playing through 
the debilitating injury with only a 
knee brace that he haul been putting 
on alone in the bathroom to keep his 
teammates from knowing." 

Though Hiller's dedication to his 
team was inspiring, Clement's perfor-
mance was equally impressive. The 
Texas Bowl's Most Valuable Player 

RICE OPPONENTS 
Points / Game 41.3 33.3 

First Downs 337 307 

Rushing Yardage 1,868 2,376 

TDs Rushing 21 24 

Passing Yardage 4,254 3,503 

TDs Passing 48 34 

Time of Possession / Game 30:51 29:09 

TDs Scored 74 59 

Total Offensive Yards 6,122 5,879 

Total Plays 965 939 

Penalty Yards Per Game 42.5 48.7 

Kick Return Avg. 20.4 18.6 

Punt Return Avg. Yards 6.7 9.6 

Interception Return Avg. 17.4 14.9 

3rd-Down Conversions 92/180 83/184 

4th-Down Conversions 8/17 16/27 

Field Goals-Attempts 6-10 8-15 

Net Punt Average 33.8 37.2 

Attendance 121,074 236,291 
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During the third quarter 
Texas Bowl, Che 
era 

to ce-
irds. But Dillaid, more 

: class thau cleverness, 
the ban bade to 
and wWe opejri, 

• to give 
^ v. j» ^.ead. 
ClementandDillard, just as you'd ex-

pqgt. On their own wavelength, at a dif-
ferent speed, combining for their NCAA-
recofd jjtst touchdown conversion*. But 
this flea-flicker saw their roles switched!# 
for it was raiaid as the gunslinger and 
Clement as the crafty catcher. 

Is there anything these two can't 
do? 

Actually, expand that thought - is 
there anything this team can't do? 

Three years ago, Rice football was 
lower than a Flo Rida groupie, sitting 
pretty at l-io under then-coach Ken 
Hatfield. The next year Todd Graham 
returned Rice to the postseason for 
the first time since the 1961 Bluebon-

P P P W P W B I — M P B L p l a n d s of his 
°ttiers^ and outside of James teammates. Dillaid and Casey were 

vid State, himself and Florida 

the Owls looked Hke Calista the scariest tandem since Bonnie and 
" against the likes of Texas Clyde, while Junior wide receiver To-

a State- ren Dixon - who finished with eight 
« mat weren't enough, Hurricane catches, 58 yards, and an all-impor-

Ike made sure to wash out a few days tant fourth-down conversion - con-
of much-needed rest for a team just tinued to show why Dillard's loom-
looking for some footing. ing departure may not hurt as much 

It seemed everything was against as we thought. And junior running 
them. No one's had it this hard since, hack C.J. Ugokwe, whose broad shoul 

Casey Michel 
THRLSHER STAFF 

a complete unknown - an ESPN host 
tempted his analysts to^uesswho the 
Rice coach Is" only to watch them all 
ftul — and a 3-9«eason seemed *hj force 
us back to college football purgatory. 

As the 2008 campaign dawned, 
expectations were tempered, outlooks 
were middling, and our confidence 
was shakier than my great aunt Ida. 
It's not as if you could blame the fans, 
or even the team. Rice football has 
had such a culture of ineptitude that 
moving beyond counting victories on 
one hand was considered miraculous. 

well, the men's basketball team 
last season. 

But as you, me and, yes, even 
some ESPN analysts saw this season, 
the Owls slipped on their glass cleats, 
picked apart their competition and 
bufned more records than Godzilla in 
a Virgin Music store. 

All those previous disturbances, all 
those infuriating obstacles, were noth-
ingbut building blocks, ties that bound 
the team and their talents into one. 

For a team that's overcome so much, 
I'm almost ashamed that I thought the 
Texas Bowl would be a close contest. 

On December 30, everything was 
clicking. Clement picked apart the 
stringy Western Michigan defense, 
landing a remarkable 30 of his 44 

ders carried a ground game all year, 
bludgeoned his way to 54 yards on 17 
catties, iUysirating that our running 
game will survive until Safin McGuffie 
takes the reins. 

Meanwhile, the defense - long 
the ugly stepchild to our beautiful of-
fense - was spectacular to the point 
of redundancy. Time and again, Rice 
kicked sand in the Broncos' eyes 
whenever they tried to climb from 
their hole, forcing four four-and-outs 
and snagging a pair of interceptions 
along the way. And while the Owls' 
bid at their first shutout in 13 years 
failed late in the fourth quarter, West-
ern Michigan required seven red-zone 
plays and a questionable penalty just 
to score their first points. 

yen though the Bron-
cos' marching band had a better 
touchdown jig, the MOB held itself 
to a higher standard than usual. 

Rice dominated in every sense 
of the word. With a spectacular 
venue, an energized fan base and a 
coach who's staying put, Rice foot-
ball may have never been higher 
than when those final Texas Bowl 
seconds ticked into oblivion. 

Now back to the question of 
Clement and Dillard. After the Texas 
BOM̂  triumph, complete with Clem-
ent's ten-gallon MVP trophy, these 
two can't come back for one more 
round, one more game or one more 
shot at the ionghcttas. Thar time at 
Rice has come to a bittersweet aid, 
and where they land in the NFL is up 
to better football minds than mine. 

These two came into Rice un-
heralded, undersized and nearly 
Unheard of. Now, they leave as the 
most remarkable duo the program 
has ever seen. 

I'd say that that's quite the re-
versal, wouldn't you? 

•Casey Michel isaBrownCoilege 
junior and former sports editor. 1 
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Fincher's Curious Case 
hits the right buttons 

BY FAHEEM AHMED 
THRESHER STAFF 

Most people don't realize that the 
success of a film depends heavily on 
when it is released. The fact that ac-
tion movies dominate the box office 
in the late spring and summer is no 
coincidence. The major audiences 
for that genre are kids and teenagers 
who have just gotten out of school. 
Thrillers and horror movies do best 
in October (probably thanks to Hal-
loween), romantic comedies and 
family movies are heavy in November 
(Thanksgiving) and Oscar-contending 
dramas flood in during December. 

The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

• • • • y2 
Starring: Brad Pitt, Cate 
Blanch ett 

The Curious Case of Benjamin But-
ton is no exception to the movie-debut 
calendar rule. It's hard to imagine this 
film being released at any point in the 
year other than Christmas. The movie's 
magical aura fits quite nicely with the 
spirit of the holiday season. 

The film chronicles the extraordi-
nary life of Benjamin Button (Burn Af-
ter Reading's Brad Pitt), who is born 
as an old man and becomes younger 
every year. His story is told in a di-
ary read by Julia Ormond (Sabrina) at 
the request of her dying mother, Cate 
Blanchett (Babel), right before the 
onset of Hurricane Katrina. 

tt 

This movie will 
most likely gar-
ner a Best Picture 
nomination, but it 
does not deserve 
an Oscar. 
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As an infant, Benjamin is left at the 
doorstep of a home for the elderly by his 
father, who considers him a grotesque 
abomination. Queenie, played admira-
bly by Taraji P. Henson (Hustle & Flow), 
takes Benjamin under her wing and 
cares for him. 

During his early years, Benjamin 
looks like the old folks in the home, 
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only smaller. As those around him 
die and waste away, Benjamin grows 
stronger, taller and younger. 

One day, he meets Daisy (Blanch-
ett), the granddaughter of one of the 
tenants, and he deems her the love 
of his life. The rest of the film is de-
voted to Benjamin's efforts to be with 
Daisy despite the difficulties of his 
miraculous condition. 

The message of the movie is that 
nothing lasts forever. As its tagline 
states, "Life isn't measured in minutes, 
but in moments." Benjamin is forced 
to watch everything around him go 
through the natural cycle of life while 
he lives in reverse. Although this is ex-
ceptionally tragic and lonely, he values 
each event in his life more as a result. 

Pitt turns in a very solid perfor-
mance as the lead character, continu-
ing to surprise viewers with his versa-
tility. As a child in ?n old man's body, 
Pitt is extremely believable and infus-
es his frail body with an appropriate 
youthful spirit. One major criticism, 
however, is that when his appearance 
becomes much younger, his personal-
ity regresses as well. One would think 
that he would have the mind and char-
acter of an old man by the time he ap-
peared to be in his twenties; if he were 
acting like an infant in the body of an 
old man, then the reciprocal condition 
also should have occurred. 

Blanchett is absolutely beautiful as 
Daisy, an aspiring ballet dancer and 
the object of Benjamin's infatuation. 
Pitt and Blanchett have an on-screen 
chemistry that is realistic and pulls at 
the heartstrings. 

Direction and cinematography set 
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
apart. Director David Fincher (Seven, 
Fight Club) has a knack for mold-
ing landscape and scenery to fit the 
spirit of a film perfectly. The CGI is 
especially breathtaking. Movie tech-
nology is progressing at leaps and 
bounds, and though making Pitt and 
Blanchett look like teenagers and 
crippled senior citizens is no easy 
feat, it appears seamless. 

This movie will most likely garner 
a Best Picture nomination, but it does 
not deserve an Oscar. Although length 
is not an issue overall, stretches in the 
middle tend to drag. Tilda Swinton 
(Adaptation)'s character as Benjamin's 
first romantic fling adds little to the 
movie. Nor does the film force the audi-
ence to experience the emotional gamut 
that Forrest Gump, to which it has been 
compared, brought to the table. 

Despite its shortcomings, Ben-
jamin Button has a timeless quality 
and will be a seasonal favorite for 
the years to come. 

Rice's Institute of 
Biosciences and 
Bioengineering's 

4th Annual 
Internship Fair 

When: Wednesday, 
Jan. 14,2009 

from 
11:30 AM till 1:00 PM 

Where: Grand Hall of 
Rice Memorial Center 

Rice University 

Pizza, Drinks and Cookies 
will be served 

Marley & Me pleases entire family 
with lovable characters and plot 

BY JACKIE AMMONS 
THRESHER STAFF 

Released on Christmas Day, the 
new movie Marley & Me could not 
be a better Christmas gift. Present-
ing an endearing, down-to-earth 
story filled with adorable Labrador 
puppies, Marley & Me will leave 
children and adults alike wishing 
they had received a puppy under 
their Christmas trees. 

Marley & Me 
• • • • 

Starring: Marley, 
Owen Wilson, Jennifer 
Aniston 

Based on the 2005 nonfiction 
book Marley & Me: Life and Love 
with the World's Worst Dog, the 
film follows the lives of real-life 
columnist John Grogan (Drillbit 
Taylor's Owen Wilson) and his 
wife Jenny (The Break-Up's Jenni-
fer Aniston) through their experi-
ences with their dog Marley. Mar-
ley & Me tells part of John's life 
story, including John buying Mar-
ley as a puppy, Jenny's miscar-
riage, job changes and the births 
of their three children, by paral-
leling these events with Marley's 
unruly behavior, such as Marley 
digesting Jenny's new jewelry or 
tearing up the house. 

Marley's narrative perspec-
tive is Marley & Me's most unique 

aspect, for while John is writing 
columns about Marley, the film 
shows the everyday events of 
John and Jenny's lives as having 
some relationship to the dog. For 
example, their children experi-
ence grief for the first time when 
they lose Marley in his old age; 
likewise, Marley runs out with 
John when their neighbor is in 
trouble and is there to comfort 
Jenny when she miscarries her 
baby. Perhaps it is because these 
events are based on Grogan's real 
life that Marley & Me's simplicity 
seems believable. 

Wilson and Aniston's chemis-
try lends credibility to their perfor-
mances as John and Jenny, a nor-
mal couple with normal struggles. 
The actors infuse their characters 
with qualities for which they are 
famous: Wilson's sly humor from 
his other comedy films, such as 
Wedding Crashers, and Aniston's 
girl-next-door personality in the 
television series "Friends." 

Along with its entertain-
ing leading actors, Marley & Me 
contains numerous cute Labra-
dors that are certain to win the 
audience's adoration. The dogs 
used in the movie to play Mar-
ley's character transition from a 
month old puppy that awkwardly 
romps through John and Jenny's 
house in the beginning of the 
film to a middle-aged Labrador 
that tears up every pair of shoes 
to an elderly dog that creaks with 
arthritis and has trouble going up 
the stairs. Each stage of Marley's 
evolution touches the hearts of 
animal lovers. 

The one bittersweet aspect 
of Marley & Me is that it is an 
undeniable tearjerker. Marley's 

prolonged illness and the fam-
ily's mourning of Marley's death 
at the end of the film draw tears 
and multiple handkerchiefs, as 
the audience becomes emotion-
ally attached to the mischievous 
but lovable Marley by the time of 
the movie's conclusion. 

(4 

It's simple, it's 
sweet and it has 
puppies in it. 
The movie is be-
lievable because 
of its basis in 
real life, allow-
ing the audience 
to relate to an 
individual's rela-
tionship with his 
or her pet. 
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Marley & Me is a winner. It's 
simple, it's sweet and it has pup-
pies in it. The movie is believable 
because of its basis in real life, 
allowing the audience to relate to 
an individual's relationship with 
his or her pet. Marley & Me is a 
delightful, sincere film that art-
fully combines both the comedy 
and the drama of real life. Many 
viewers may find themselves 
missing their own dogs. 

Jewish Studies Courses at Rice 
University Spring 2009 

Secular Judaism - Ancient and Modern - RELI 208 

M-W-F 1 :00 -5 :00 pm 

Instructors: Greg Kaplan, Matthias Henze 

Introduction to Syriac - RELI 313 

W-F 2:00 - 3:20 

Instructor: Matthias Henze 

Intro to Modern Hebrew II - HEBR 102 

M-W-F 10:00 - 10:50 am 

Instructor: Tikva Baron 

America and the Middle East - HIST 436 

T 2 : 3 0 - 5 : 3 0 pm 

Instructor: Ussama Makdisi 

Seminar in Spinoza - RELI 461/563 

W 2-5 pm 

Instructors: Gregory Kaplan, Mark Kulstad 

A Posen Foundation/Center for Cultural Judaism want has 

supported our new course developments. 
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KTRU pick of the week: Poetry on 
Record: 98 Poets Read Their Work 

BY MIGUEL QUIRCH 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Poetry on Record features a diverse 
collection of poetry on four discs chock 
full of readings by the poets themselves. 
The poetry ranges from incomplete 
fragments to complete works. 

Poetry on Record: 98 
Poets Read Their Work 

Artist: Various 
Label: Shout! Factor 
Release: April 18,2006 

The different poets' presentations 
range from flat to enthralling. The ex-
ceptional tracks of the album have the 
power to bring the artists' poetry to life 
and give the listener a detailed portrait 

Q ZOMBIES 
FROM PAGE 7 

be beat in a matter of hours, map 
exploits notwithstanding, but 
Valve has promised that additional 
downloadable content and patches 
are on the way. The game also has 
a list of 50 achievements on both 
360 and PC for completionists, al-

* O ELECTRIC 
FROM PAGE 7 

^ emotional climax and its great-
^ est triumph, comes at the halfway 
^ point, and is followed by longer 

and longer tunes which also gradu-
ally become duller and duller. Part 
of the problem is that McCartney 
takes less interest in varying his ap-
proach in the second half, so that 

£ the music tends to run together. An-
other issue is that he uses the elec-
tronic effects as a crutch in some 
of these efforts, such as "Universal 
Here, Everlasting Now," which, be-
sides having a corny title, is just a 
stream of ambient sounds and ef-

0 fects bookended by easy-listening 
piano solos. 

But this whole album is an ex-
periment — McCartney's chance 
to play whatever he wants without 
restrictions — and the first half of 
Electric Arguments has so many un-

0 forgettable songs that the CD's in-

fa fa 

fa fa 
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of the poet. 
There is significant historic and 

educational value in this compilation; 
how often does one come across such a 
gathering of artists? The album is one of 
the most comprehensive commercially 
available collections of poets' read-
ings in their own voices: 120 years, 128 
poems, 98 poets. 

The format of the album is almost 
chronological, beginning with the old-
est artists and progressing through 
each CD to reach the most recent artists 
around the end of the third disc and 
throughout the fourth. It also includes 
a nice booklet with supplemental ma-
terials and essays that complement the 
audio collection. 

The first disc features many dry per-
formances, with a standout being that 
of Theodore Roethke. It is particularly 
interesting to hear poets from the late 
1800s in their own voices and with their 
own manners of speech and accents. 

The second disc contains even bet-
ter recordings and continues to draw 
the listener into the album by letting 
the emotion of the poetry seep through, 

though some like "Zombie Genocid-
est" (Kill 53,595 Infected) will take 
a while to get. So if you're looking 
for something fun to do with your 
roommates that 's not Rock Band 2 
or problem sets, definitely check 
out Left 4 Dead. 

fa fa fa 

especially with Hayden Carruth read-
ing "Ray." As with the first CD, having 
the recorded readings of the poets adds 
a new layer of potential meaning for 
readers and listeners to explore. 

The final two discs of the album 
showcase a broad variety of poets, 
from the symbolic journey of Adri-
enne Rich's "Diving into the Wreck," 
the charged poems of Amiri Baraka 
and Charles Simic's mastery of words 
to the more musically poetic forms on 
the fourth album, featuring names like 
Anne Waldman and Juan Felipe Her-
rera. Though the musically inclined 
pieces border on folksy music at times, 
they do reflect one contemporary take 
on the Spoken Word. 

The historic value of having so 
many great artists recite their work is 
itself reason enough to add this piece 
to KTRU's Spoken Word Show stacks. 
Poetry on Record serves as a great 
way to get acquainted with the world 
of poetry. 

Gumbatts rain on Adam Sandler as he reprises his typical clueless but 
warmhearted role, this time in a family setting, in Bedtime Stories. 

S3 BEDTIME 
FROM PAGE 7 

healthy relationship between imagina-
tion and reality. Still, this one useful life 
lesson seems to be an accident made 
by the filmmakers, as Skeeter truly be-
lieves that his fantasies will become 
absolute realities. 

Fundamentally, Bedtime Stories is 

too complicated for a family film. While 
Disney always feels the need to include 
a life lesson in its movies, Bedtime Sto-
ries would have been much more ef-
fective if it had taken one tone instead 
of two and become a straightforward 
slapstick comedy. 

ferior moments hardly matter. The 
advantage of the album's diversity 
and McCartney's dabbling in a wide 
range of styles is that everyone will 
find something to enjoy. A listener 
with different tastes could have 
written a review featuring many 
opinions opposing those in this re-
view and given Electric Arguments 
the same high rating. 

In short, Electric Arguments is 
an improvised, song-a-day mas-
terpiece. It is wonderfully varied, 
highly entertaining and occasion-
ally moving, and a demonstration 
of the genius of one of the deans of 
rock music. Not every song on the 
album is a classic, but they do not 
all have to be. They are by turns 
adventuresome, exciting, moving, 
rebellious, comical, dark, catchy 
and challenging. What more could 
one ask for? 

JOHN E. PARISH FELLOWSHIP 
for Summer Travel 

Wiess Col lege announces compet i t ion for the 2009 John E. Parish 

Fel lowship. The winner of the Parish Fel lowship will receive support ot 

approximate ly 2 months travel dur ing the S u m m e r of 2009. The purpose of 

the fe l lowship is to enhance the undergraduate educat ion of the Fellow by 

broadening the range of exper ience via individual travel. All ful l - t ime 

returning undergraduates at Rice are eligible. For fur ther informat ion, call 

the Wiess Col lege coordinator (713-348-5743) , or see the web page at 

www.ruf.r ice.edu/-parish. 

Deadl ine for applicat ion is Friday, February 13, 2009. 

Dunlevie Writing Fellowships - Summer 2009 

The School of Humanities is accepting applications for rhe Dunlevie Summer W riting Fellowships for 

Summer 2009. Each fellowship is worth SI500 and will enable students to pursue tn depth a topic ot their 

choice f rom one of the HUM A or Freshman Seminars courses listed below and to produce, over the 

summer, a significant written research paper under rhe mentorship of the course professor. Several 

outstanding papers may also be featured on the School of Humanities web page. 

Rice students who currently have the status of freshman, sophomore, or junior and are enrolled during 

Spring 2009 in a section of H U M A 102,104, or a Humanities Freshman Seminar (FSEM) are eligible. Fall 

semester students have been selected and notified. 

Applications: 

The fellowships are competitive by application. Students must applv to their course instructor, who may 

nominate up to two students f rom each class. The application consists of a 200-300 word description of 

the topic and proposed research. The application must include the title of the project; the applicant's 

name, email address, and graduating class; the name of the nominating professor; and the name and 

catalogue number of the applicant's H U M A or FSF1M class. The instructor may add, at his or her 

discretion, a recommendation. 

Instructors will forward the applications and nominations to Leo Costello, faculty coordinator of HUMA 

and Freshman Seminars and the Dunlevie program. Criteria for selection will be the student's ability and 

promise in expositor)7 writing and the coherence and interest of the project. Selection of fellowship 

recipients will be made by Leo Costello in consultation with rhe H U M A and FSEM instructors. 

Application deadline: 

For students enrolled 111 Spring 2009 classes: 

nominations from instructors due: 5 PM on April 24,2009 

announcement of winners: May 1, 2009 

Examples of previous Fellowship Projects: 

"Considering Legitimate Political \uthoritv in Plato, Machiavelli, and Kant"; 

" H o w French Enlightenment Ideas Fostered the Bulgarian National Movement"; 

"Esoteric Religion in the Confessions of St. Augustine"; 

"Transculturation through Timeless Tales: \ Look at the (Cultural Changes in the Madeline, / W w and I intin 

Series"; 

" \titi fascism in DEI \ ( j n e m a : From Cathartic Tool to State Tool" 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/-parish
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Football's Casey leaves Rice to enter NFL Draft 
by Casey Michel 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

There is going to be a mammoth, 
Thor-sized hole at Rice Stadium next 
year. Sophomore James Casey, fresh 
off leading Rice to its first bowl victory 
since 1954, announced Monday that he 
will declare for the 2009 NFL Draft. 

"After talking long and hard with 
my wife, with my family, and looking 
at all the factors, I've decided to enter 
the draft this year," Casey, who sent in 
the preliminary draft papers on Dec. 2, 
said. "I've enjoyed every minute I've 
had here at Rice. I'll be a Rice Owl 'til 
the day I die." 

He said the decision was possibly 
the most difficult of his life. However, 
with his family and age in mind — at 24, 
he is the oldest football player — Casey 
said he felt the decision is the right one 
for his position. 

"If I was 19 years ">ld. and not mar-
ried, with no wife, it wouiu be a lot dif-
ferent," he said. "I don't know how I'd 
react in that situation ... A big factor [of 
the decision] is my age, and 24 is a lot 
different than 25. 

Since he signed in January 2007, 
Casey played in only two seasons with 
the Owls, a relatively short collegiate 
career that throws his achievements 
into an even greater light. At 6-4, 235 
lbs., Casey ran roughshod over oppos-
ing defenses last season, compiling a 
Conference USA-record 111 receptions, 
good for second in the nation, and 1,329 
total yards, placing him third on Rice's 
all-time list. The sophomore also earned 
a consensus All C-USA Team selection 
as well as All-American honors from 

Rivals.com and SportsIllustrated.com. 
For a team already bracing for the 

loss of receiver Jarett Dillard and quar-
terback Chase Clement, the loss of 
Casey is a blow of equal, if not greater, 
magnitude. But if he is distressed, head 
coach David Bailiff is not letting on. 

"Whatever that decision was going 
to be, we were going to celebrate it," 
said Bailiff, who was hired after Casey 
was recruited. "He is the greatest play-
er I've ever been around, because of 
what he can do at so many positions 
offensively, what he did for us last 
year defensively, then to go pick up a 
javelin and score points for the track 
team [last spring]. He looked like that 
guy in 300. He's just the most amazing 
all-around athlete." 

By entering the draft, Casey will 
be able to pursue another dream. The 
utility back was originally a right-
handed pitcher, having been drafted 
by the Chicago White Sox and playing 
four professional seasons yet never 
cracking the major league roster. Now, 
Casey can achieve something he has 
wanted since childhood. 

"I don't have any preference [where 
I'm drafted]," he said. "I'm just so happy 
to be given this opportunity. It's every 
little kid's dream to play in the NFL, so 
whatever they want me to do, I'm more 
than willing to do." 

The question now turns to where 
Casey will get drafted. If rumors are 
to be believed, the 24-year-oM's tal-
ent should land him as a first-day 
selection, meaning he will get picked 
somewhere in the first or second 
round. Granted, much stands between 
now and the April 25 draft, including 

the NFL Combine and Pro Day, where 
Casey will once again showcase his 
talents at Rice Stadium. 

If he is selected, Casey can be ex-
pected to finally land at a single posi-
tion. From safety to quarterback to cen-
terpiece of the "Thor Package," Casey 
has jumped around the gridiron more 
than his fair share these two seasons. 

"Just given each individual team, 
[the position] is going to be different," 
he said. "Some teams might see me as 
a tight end or an H-back, but that's just 
each individual team. Some of them 
might have in mind what they might 
like, but that's out of my control." 

With only 29 credit hours remaining 
in an Economics-Sport Management -
Managerial Studies triple major, Casey 
could feasibly finish his degree before 
training camp opens. However, Casey 
says he plans to take his graduation a 
little more slowly. 

"I for sure, 100 percent positive, am 
going to graduate from Rice University," 
Casey said. "I think it's best for me next 
semester to not take it completely off 
but take a light load here at Rice just so 
I can focus on training .... I'm going to 
put in six to nine hours here, then I'm 
going to come back as soon as possible 
and finish everything." 

According to Bailiff, Casey is just 
the type of person who could really 
achieve comprehensive academic 
and athletic success. 

"He's completely driven in every-
thing he does, and I mean this: In 30 
or 40 years, we will have a Casey Aca-
demic Center or a Casey Endzone Facil-
ity because that's the type of life he is 
going to lead," he said. 

Sophomore James Casey finished the 2008 season as one of the top 
tight ends in the nation. Though he was slated to complete his triple ma-
jor by the end of the summer, he decided to enter the 2009 NFL draft. 

Men's basketball plagued by inconsistency 
Owls push highly-ranked Oklahoma and Texas A&M to the brink but struggle agianst weaker Harvard and Richmond 

MMMtttit/TtlllESttCR 

Sophomore Trey Stanton goes up for a dunk against Harvard. The Owls 
staged a late-game comeback to win the game by a 67-63 margin. 

by Yan Digilov 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

One step forward and two steps 
back is an approach men's basketball 
coach Ben Braun hopes will not last 
in Rice's struggle to find its identity on 
the court. When students left after final 
exams in mid-December, the basketball 
team stayed on the court for a six-game 
stretch during which they took on some 
of their most challenging opponents of 
the year. 

On Dec. 17, before the Owls took on 
sixth-ranked University of Oklahoma 
and one-loss Texas A&M University, 
they had to take on another university 
known better for academic rather than 
athletic strength: Luxury cars filled the 
parking lot when Harvard, an under-
sized squad known for its numerous 
perimeter threats, came to town. 

As expected, the Crimson shot 58 
percent from behind the arc in the first 
half and took a 29-28 lead after the first 
20 minutes. The deficit stayed small 
thanks to a low-post game that favored 
the Owls 12-2 in scoring, but a combina-
tion of missed opportunities from under 
the basket, low energy, and Harvard's 
lights-out shooting made it look like 
Rice was the underdog in the game. 

After going down by 11 with 8 min-
utes in the game due to Harvard's 
outstanding 78 percent shooting from 
behind the arc in the second half, the 
team finally gained some energy when 
senior Rodney Foster answered with a 
pair of three-pointers of his own. The 
Owls then staged a fierce comeback 
at Tudor Fieldhouse, taking the lead 
with 2:45 left after two free-throws from 
freshman Connor Frizzelle. 

Rice barely ran away with a 67-63 
win over the physically inferior team. 
But if a lack of energy or motivation 
merely hurt the team against Harvard, 
it killed them when they traveled to 

Pittsburg to play Duquesne University 
on Dec. 20. 

The Dukes were in control of the 
game from start to finish, as the Owls 
came out fiat and unfocused. 

And then it happened: As if some 
higher power had ordained, "Let there 
be light," the Owls came home to battle 
sixth-ranked OU in what was an aston-
ishingly exciting game at Tudor Field-
house on Dec. 22. 

"We had 24 hours prep," junior 
guard Cory Pflieger said. "For 24 hours 
prep of a game plan, I think we did very 
good against a team like Oklahoma ... 
Usually, we have to be down by a certain 
amount to get our energy level up." 

After watching the Owls play in their 
first two games of the break, no one 
could have guessed that their match-
up against OU would feature 10 lead 
changes and exciting basketball to the 
closing minutes of the game in front of 
a crowd of over 3,300. 

The Sooners game plan was to 
utilize their worst kept secret, the 
6-foot, 10-inch, 250 pound sophomore 
forward Blake Griffin, a guaranteed 
first-round pick in the coming NBA 
draft. He would finish the night with 
27 points, but considering Rice was 
without its biggest center, Aleks Per-
ka, Rice's frontcourt did a good job of 
keeping him checked. 

They limited him to only 10 points in 
the first half, as the Owls played stifling 
defense, forced turnovers, and made 
clutch shots to make themselves look 
like a top-tier program. 

"You have to give a lot of credit to 
Rice," OU head coach Jeff Capel said. 
"I thought they played really hard. Ben 
had those kids prepared. For us, it's a 
big win." 

The Owls' momentum was main-
tained for the entire first half, only to 
be stopped by an unlikely culprit - the 
clock. Due to the larger-than-usual 

number of press correspondents attend 
the game with their computers, the 
electrical circuits began malfunction-
ing before the game even started, cre-
ating serious problems for the massive 
scoreboard hanging over the floor. 

The Owls suffered dearly from the 
ongoing glitches at the end of the first 
half, as they were winning 28-27 with 
only seconds left. OU tried to press, 
but the Owls crossed the half court 
mark successfully. Unfortunately for 
them, the clock did not start, and after 
inbounding the ball again, OU came 
away with a steal and took back some 
confidence as they went up 29-28 at 
half. The clock problems continued for 
the entire game, causing a headache for 
both sides. 

When the teams came back from 
halftime, the game became consid-
erably more physical, a fact that 
helped Rice more than it did OU at 
first, as the Owls shot 80 percent 
from the free-throw line compared to 
OU's 50 percent. 

Rice's continued to exhibit its offen-
sive competency in the second half. The 
Owls had 27 bench-points to OU's two, 
because of an offense that was moving 
fluidly and firing on all cylinders. With 
7:40 left in the game, the Owls tied the 
score at 46 with a lay-up from junior 
Lawrence Ghoram. Ghoram finished 
the game with 16 points, second on the 
squad to Pflieger, who had 17. 

Throughout the match, OU did 
not waver from its game plan: get the 
ball to the big guy. The Sooners also 
clamped down on their perimeter de-
fense, allowing the Owls to make only 
three shots outside the paint in the 
second half. 

After the game was tied at 46, the 
strategy started wearing on the home 
team, as OU slowly built a lead. The ex-
tra attention on Griffin also opened up 

O see BASKETBALL, page 14 
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CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
SERVICE GRANTS • INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES • INTERNSHIPS • FELLOWSHIPS 

The Center for Civic Engagement (CCE) provides dynamic programs for students in areas of research, service, and 
leadership. Read below for important news on updates for exciting opportunities! 

Center for Civic Engagement (CCE) Fellowship Program 

The CCE Fellowship Program gives students a $4,000 stipend to conduct independent research or design projects w ith a faculty member and a Houston-based community partner in the summer. 
Applications are due on January 30, 2009. Contact Stephanie Post at post@rice.edu or 713-348-2223 lor more information. 

Community Service Grant 

The Community Involvement Center is seeking applications for the Community Service Grant. The purpose of the grant is to help community service organizations establish and further develop their 
programs and to help individuals initiate community service projects. To learn more or apply, visit uwvv.rice.edu/service. Applications are due no later than Monday, January 12th at 5:00PM. 

CCE International Opportunities Info Session 

The CCE International Opportunities Information Session will be held in HUM 119 on Tuesday, January 13 from 7 to 8 pm. Come to learn more about the Community Involvement Center's Loewenstern 
Fellowship and the International Service Project (ISP), and Leadership Rice's Summer Mentorship Experience (SME). 

Leadership Rice Summer Mentorship Experience 

The Summer Mentorship Experience is a competitive internship program through which undergraduates from all disciplines are paired with mentors in public, private, or nonprofit organizations. Placements 
include dynamic and demanding summer work experiences in a variety of industries, and are concentrated in Houston, New York City, Washington, D.C., Berlin, and Pune, India. Stipends range from 
$4,000-$6,000, depending on the cost of living. Applications can be accessed at leadership.rice.edu and are due on January 23rd. 

Information session: Monday, January 12th at 4:00 pm in Farnsworth Pavilion. 
For more information contact Judy Le at ext. 4750 orjudyle@rice.edu. 

Center for Civic Research & Design (CCRD) Course Announcement 

Students are strongly encouraged to register for an exciting CCRD course offered this semester. "Hurricane Risk Assessment and Design of Evacuation Policies for Houston" (CEVE 495/COMP 495/POLI 
481) directly connects students with the Houston community. Contact Robert Stein at stein@rice.edu or visit http://ow lspace-ccm.rice.edu for more information. 

If you have any questions about any opportunity or event in the CCE, 
please visit our website at http://cce.rice.edu or contact us at cce@rice.edu or 713-348-2223. 

mailto:post@rice.edu
mailto:orjudyle@rice.edu
mailto:stein@rice.edu
http://ow
http://cce.rice.edu
mailto:cce@rice.edu
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Owls struggle to gain momentum on road trip 

Meghan Elliot has been out with inju-

ries, but is expected to return soon. 

by Yan Digilov 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a five-game road trip that seemed even 
longer after numerous double digit losses, the 
women's basketball team may want to heed one 
of golf's oldest bits of advice: step up and swing 
without thinking about it. 

That is exactly what they did upon coming 
home to Tudor Fieldhouse on Monday, facing 
George Washington University only 24 hours af-
ter an embarrassing 31 point loss to University of 
Texas-San Antonio. 

"We don't want to lose by 30 points every 
night," senior guard Maudess Fulton said. "We 
knew we had to make a change. We always talk 
about it, but today was one of the days were we 
actually made the change." 

Fulton had an explosive 20 points against 
GW. Freshman point guard D'Frantz Smart led 
the team with 22, and junior Tara Watts also hit 
double digits with 14. 

After dominating on both sides of the court 
for most of the game, the Owls were forced to 
prove how badly they wanted a win when the Co-
lonials pulled within four points with less than 
three minutes left. 

"It was a pretty scary moment, to be honest," 
head coach Greg Williams said. "Maudess made 
a play ... She attacked the basket and finished, 
which she hadn't been doing." 

After getting the ball back, sophomore Mor-
gan Mayse came up big with a three-pointer to 
put the game out of reach. Mayse was struggling 
to gain back her confidence prior to the game, 
having scored only 10 points in three games 
since Christmas. 

"We need her to play a little bit better," Williams 
said. "She did get on the boards and hit a big three. 
I am glad to see her take it; she will sometimes shy 
away from taking an important shot." 

Mayse was not the only one passing up shots 
in previous games and also not the only one just 
missing. But on Monday, the contrast was night 
and day, as the Owls built up a 44-28 lead against 
their visitng opponents. 

In the first half, Rice shot 55 percent from the 
field on 33 shots. More importantly, their offense 
was moving well enough to give them quality shots 
from all over the floor. Though they were without 
freshman forward Meghan Elliot, the Owls were 
also able to get strong shots from under the bas-
ket, and kept GW's strongest threat — their post 
players — at bay. 

Also on exhibit was the play of Smart, who 
showed that she has ossified her spot on as a team 
leader, despite her young age. With eight minutes 
left in the first half, Smart called for an isolation 
play and drove to the basket, evading a triple team 
to put in a lay-up and make a free throw shot to 

complete the three-point play. Not soon after, she 
made consecutive buckets, first with a floating 
layup from a drive to the basket, and then calling 
for the ball from Fulton to sink a shot from far be-
yond the arc. 

"Who could have predicted D'Frantz to 
play like she is playing?" Williams asked. "We 
knew she was good, but we didn't think she 
would be our leading scorer. She is our third-
leading rebounder at 5 feet ... She is playing 
out of her mind." 

Though the win did much to give the team their 
confidence, it remains to be seen which Owl squad 
will show up to start conference play tonight 
against Tulane. 

On Dec. 21, Rice dropped a hard-fought away 
game in overtime against Lafayette College by a 
score of 79-76 after suffering decisive 18- and 10-
point losses to University of California-Los Angeles 
(10-3) and Hofstra (8-4) University, respectively. 

Then, the team's performance vacillated again 
in the Ole Miss Holiday Classic in Oxford, Miss on 
Dec. 29-30. After taking advantage of a struggling 
University of Tennessee-Martin (2-11) squad, the 
Owls advanced to play the University of Missis-
sippi (11-4) in the finals of the tournament. 

From the beginning of the game, Ole Miss took 
a lead ran away with it. The Owls shot 23 percent 
from the floor, and the final score, 81-48, told the 
rest of the story. 

Next, the Owls traveled to play University of 
Texas-San Antonio (7-6). "I thought we were 
prepared to play UTSA," Williams said. "1 was so 
wrong." The starting five contributed for one total 
assist and 16 turnovers. Smart had two points, and 
no other player on the team hit double digit scor-
ing numbers. 

Though the Owls lost by a score of 81-50, they 
were down by as many as 42 points at one point in 
the second half. 

"That blowout really changed our mentality 
and how we approach games," Smart said. "It 
was embarrassing to us, and most importantly 
it was embarrassing to our coaching staff and to 
Rice University." 

Despite the disappointing end to the road 
trip, the Owls subsequently rebounded against 

GW at home. The contrasting play leaves a lot of 
questions up in the air as conference play starts, 
and games start to count for postseason bids. 

First, injury has sidelined Elliot and freshman 
guard Amenemope McKinney. Elliot is expected 
to return soon, and her help in the post will be vi-
tal for the Owls to survive the difficult conference 
competition. Freshman Candace Ashford and 
sophomore center Melissa Wittmayer also need to 
show the skill that has come through at times in 
the season. 

The offensive flow has been linked, inextri-
cably, to the performance of the team's young 
point guard. Smart saw 39 minutes of play in the 
game against GW, and did not seem to let up for 
a second. 

If the Owls are to be successful in the next 
match against UTEP, who went 16-0 in conference 
last year, they will need their veterans to play as 
well as Smart has. 

Both Fulton and Watts have been struggling to 
provide the offensive production that they have 
shown themselves capable of in the past. 

"You expect a little inconsistency out of fresh-
man," Williams said. "The frustrating thing is 
that our more experienced players have been on 
a rollercoaster." 

But the chances of all factors coming togeth-
er like they did on Monday are as high as are the 
chances of them playing like they did in San An-
tonio. Williams said that he knew from the begin-
ning of the season that his young team would be 
inconsistent, but this is an extreme. He has not 
been able to find a way to motivate the women to 
play to their potential. 

"We have been playing really well in practice," 
Fulton said. "It has just been about making the 
shots in the game, transferring it all into game situ-
ations. I feel like we just need one game to get us 
going. We have all the pieces, but we need people 
to just step up." 

The game at GW may have been that game, but 
the Owls have followed strong performances with 
disappointment before. 

Those quest ions will be answered in El 
Paso today and in New Orleans against Tulane 
on Sunday. 

OMEN'S 
FROM PAGE 12 

the floor for freshman phenom Willie 
Warren to take over the game, and he 
finished with a game-high 31 points. 

"Blake Griffin, of course, is just a 
beast down low," said Pflieger. "We did 
the best we could. We doubled down on 
him, and he was still able to get some 
shots up and go nine for 11." 

Griffin's aggression on the post built 
up when he was cut under the eye dur-
ing a Rice double-team, energizing his 

team and the considerable number of 
OU fans at the game. The fans also got 
off their seats when a fan in the stands 
put up a sign that read "45-35," a refer-
ence to OU football's loss to The Univer-
sity of Texas. 

The surge of energy, though, did 
not carry over to the start of Rice's next 
road contest against the University of 
Arkansas-Little Rock. The Owls went 
down by nine midway tnrough the first 
half, before doing exactly what Pflieger 
had warned against- waking up only 
after underperforming. Fortunately, it 

did not cost them the win. 
The Owls managed to bridge the gap 

and made it a three-point game at the 
half. Five minutes into the second half, 
they tied the game for the first time, and 
gained their first lead at 47-46 with 12:52 
to play. The Trojans were able to tie the 
game again twice, but never regained 
the lead as the Owls won their first 
away game since playing Texas State on 
Dec. 5,2007. 

Stanton, Ghoram, Kuipers, and 
Foster all hit double figures in the big 
win against a team with only three 

Baker Institute 2009 Summer in DC Intern Pronram 

The James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy is seeking 
applicants for the sixth cohort of the Jesse Jones Leadership 
Center Summer in Washington DC Policy Research Internship 
Program. The program will provide stipends sufficient to support 
a select group of Rice undergraduates conducting policy-making 

research at government agencies, private think tanks, and NGOs in DC in summer 
2009. Those accepted must be currently enrolled as full-time undergraduates through 
fall 2009. Those selected will attend a seminar on public policy and global affairs 
coterminous with their internships in DC, write a research report for publication and 
presentation before Rice faculty and researchers at the beginning of fall semester 
2009, and also organize a public policy education activity for academic year 
2009/2010. Applicants are individually responsible for selecting and establishing 
internships and residency in DC. Interested students should send the following 
materials by January 31 to D». Steven Lewis, Washington Internship Committee, 
Baker Institute, MS-40: 

1. A letter of application with your campus and home addresses, telephone 
numbers and e-mail addresses; 

2. A short essay of no more than 600 words describing your career goals, your 
internship plans (including the organizations to which you have applied or 
intend to apply), and how these tie in with the mission and policy research 
programs of the Baker Institute; 

3. A resume; 

4. An official, sealed transcript; 

5. One letter of recommendation, preferably from a Rice faculty member or 
researcher, who can discuss your ability to conduct policy research. 

Questions should be addressed to swlewisfo rice.edu 

losses, adding a boost to the Owls' 
confidence, an asset they would 
need on New Year's Eve as they took 
on one-loss Texas A&M. 

Starting three players over 6-foot-7 
inches tall, Texas A81M presented an-
other challenge in the low-post for 
the Owls. Luckily, Perka had played 
four minutes in the previous game 
and was cleared by doctors to play 
the whole contest. 

"It has been a while," he said. "It 
has been 4-5 weeks now, and when I 
first got in there, it was a little rusty." 
Perka finished the game with nine 
points in 15 minutes of play. 

His help was vital as the Aggies 
returned time and again to their low-
post strengths throughout the game. 
The Owls kept the visitors within seven 
points in the first 10 minutes of the 
game, during which the Aggies took 
an 18-11 lead. Then, fueled by energetic 
play of sophomore Suleiman Braimoh, 
who had started for two games in a row 
after turning in solid performances, the 
Owls began their run. 

In front of over 5,200 screaming 
fans - most of whom where wearing 
maroon - Rice took the lead with a 
lay-up from sophomore Bryan Beasley 
that made it 28-26 with 3:30 left in the 
first half. 

The Owls closed out the half with 
a 34-29 lead, stunning the Aggies with 
their offensive efficiency and shot selec-
tion. Seven players scored for the Owls 
in the first half, and, most importantly, 
they were seriously contending the Ag-
gies' big men whenever they went up 
for a shot. 

"We were pushing their team 
around, and I liked that," Braun said. 
"We were being physical with a very 
physical team." 

Pfleiger kicked the second half off 
with a three-point bucket, proving that 
the Owls were not planning on rolling 
over in a second half meltdown. What 
ensued was a back and-forth between 
the battling teams, exciting the crowd 
to epic proportions. The building got so 
loud that after blowing the whistle four 
times to end a timeout, the referees al-
lowed Rice to inbound the ball with no 
Aggies on the court, even though they 
had not heard the calls to resume play. 

Afterwards, Texas A81M head coach 

Mark Turgeon was given a technical foul 
aLer expressing his displeasure with the 
call. Foster's free-throw gave the Owls a 
42-39 lead with 15:27 to play. 

The game remained close as the 
Aggies hammered the Owls in the 
post, but the guard play of Foster, who 
was controlling the game at point, 
kept the offense moving just the way 
Braun had planned. 

After a lead change and two tie 
games, however, the Owls inexpli-
cably shu tdown with approximately 
six minutes left to play. "1 thought 
for 32 minutes we outworked them 
and played tough," Braun said. 
"That is the good news. We battled 
and batt led and bat t led. We just 
have to believe that those last six 
or eight minutes are going to be the 
same effort , the same intensity." 

The Aggies ran away in the final 
minutes, adding another victory with 
the 72-60 win in Houston. 

"What got us the lead in the first 
half was our aggressiveness and our 
want to win that game," Foster, who 
finished with a game-high 18 points, 
said. "Down the stretch, we played not 
to lose instead of playing to win. We 
have got to get out of that. We have too 
much talent on this team to play that 
way. We are a lot better than what we 
showed at the end of that game." 

To prove that the name of the game 
is inconsistency, the Owls topped off 
some of the best ball they played all 
year with an embarrassing 74-43 road 
loss to The University of Richmond. 
Ghoram led the Owls in scoring with 
10 points. 

"There are little things in my esti-
mation that we have to step up, and 
we have to do it collectively," Braun 
said. "The belief system has to be col-
lective belief. It can't be one or two 
guys. It has got to resonate all the way 
from the first guy on the team to the 
last guy on the team." 

The next game at Tulane on Jan. 10 
will mark the start of conference com-
petition. After that, Rice comes home to 
play Southern Methodist University on 
Jan. 1/4. With the stakes raised, the last 
thing the Owls have been this season is 
unexciting, and nothing less should be 
expected as Rice works down the stretch 
to show the nation it can play ball. 

% 
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WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 1 
This is the biggest thing 
since sliced bread 

Celine Dion is coming to Hous-
ton! If you're lucky, maybe you 
can still snag tickets to her per-
formance tonight at the Toyota 
Center. For more info, check 
out www.toyotacentertix.com. 
Or just go. 

Who is this Warren chick? 

The Alley Theatre presents Mrs. 
Warren's Profession, a play by 
George Bernard Shaw. He is 
funny. The show opens tonight 
and runs through Feb. 1. The 
show is recommended for "gen-
eral audiences," which most 
of you probably fit into. More 
info is available on the web at 
www.alleytheatre.com. 

SATURDAY 1 0 

Carve it up. 

In one of the wordiest publicity 
moves ever, Discovery Green has 
announced "Houston's First An-
nual Magnificent Seven All Out 
Ice Sculpting," which will be 
held today at Discovery Green 
(a park downtown). Seven awe-
some ice sculptors will sculpt 
ice starting at 10 a.m. (One of 
them is named "Reverend But-
ter," if that gives you an idea of 
how badass these guys are...) 

Send me a calendar entry! 

Make my life easy and give me 
something to put in here! Bet-
ter yet, you can have this job. 
All you have to do is send an 
e-mail to sgm@rice.edu and you 
can start making fun of campus 
groups you don't like — or just 
omit them! All it takes is a few 
short keystrokes and you can 
make money for writing pithy 
statements like this one. And 
you'll be immortalized in the an-
nals of Rice history! Act now! 

THURSDAY 15 

What other words rhyme with 
"snack"? 

Ack, back, crack, fact, gak, 
hack, jack, knack, lack, mack, 
pack, quack, rack, sack, track, 
vacuum, whack, yak... any-
way, the Student Center Retail 
Operations Committee, in all 
its glory, is hosting the SNACK 
ATTACK tonight in the RMC's 
Grand Hall, from 7 -9 p.m. Lots 
of stuff. For real. 

FRIDAY 

SUNDAY 

Did you realize that so little 
happens on this campus that I 
can't find enough events to fill 
seven days? 

It's true; Rice is tragically suffi-
cient in the calendar department. 
Or clubs just don't want people to 
actually show up to their events. 
That would explain why they 
don't publicize... 

MONDAY 1 2 

Matt Youn! 

Student Association meetings 
are always Mondays at 10 p.m. in 
Farnsworth Pavilion (by the RMC's 
Info Desk). You should go. 

It 's a big day, boys and girls, 
so I hope you ate your Wheat-
ies... 

Today is the last day to do lots 
of things: 
• Last day to add courses on-
line without a fee 
• Last day to add a course with-
out instructor permission 
• Last day to adjust variable 
credit for a course 
• Last day to convert a "Pass/ 
Fail" from the Fall semester 

Pay up 

Tomorrow is the day listed for 
Late Registration fees. This is 
devious, since you can't add a 
class online after today and ob-
viously you won't be getting any 
signatures on a Saturday. So, 
basically, if you haven't signed 
up for at least one course by to-
day, you'll get fined. 

Seriously, be Calendar Editor 

Have you ever wanted to be calen-
dar editor? No? Well, you should. 

HOW TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS 

The deadline for submission is 3 p.m. the Monday prior to publication. 
Submissions are printed on a space available basis. 

Submission methods 
Fax-. 713.348.5238 
Email: sgm@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar Editor 

Thresher, MS-524 

Note from the Editor: 
Obviously, everyone thinks this is a terrible job, because no 
one I know wants to do it (beside Tim Faust). But did you know 
that as calendar editor, you can wield inordinate amounts of 
influence? Even though no one reads this page of the paper 
(aside from people who do so hoping their names wilt appear 
in this box), you can still decide which campus organizations 
receive vicious ridicule and those who are only subject to 
mild sarcasm. Also, you can make shoutout lists like this one: 
Feisty, Slow, Homestretch, Duck, Doc Chobs, Knuckle Sand-
wich, Mars, Smash, PT, DL. Hopefully this has satisfied your 
need to be personalty mentioned in the paper... 
Signing out. It's been a pleasure making fun of you. 

xoxo sean 

Call and you could save 
Class dismissed. 

Convenient local office 

Money-saving discounts 

Low down payments 

Monthly payment plans 

24-hour service and claims 

Coverage available by phone 

Local Office 

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE. 

Geico Direct 
5404 Bellaire Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77401 

713-665-4667 
Some discounts, coverages, payment ptanv and features are not available m aii states or in si: Gr.lC 0 companies. Government Employees 

tnsjram.» Co GEICO Ceneial Insurance Co. GCIOO Indemnity Co GEICO Casualty Co These companies Are suosidoriet of BerMwe Hathamy inc. 

GEICO auto invjia-ne n not available in MA. GEICO Washington. DC <00/6. © 200? GEICO. Ihe GfiCO gecko map* ft CitSCO 1999-200? 

The Department of History would like to congratulate the following faculty for their 
accomplishments in 2008: 

Tani Barlow, co-ed., The Modem Girl Around the World (Duke UP) 

Edward Cox, who received a George R. Brown Award for Superior Teaching. 

Michael Maas, who received a National Endowment for the Humanities Faculty 
Fellowship. 

The following members who published books: 

Alex Bvrd, Captives and Voyagers: Black Migrants Across the Eighteenth-century 
British Atlantic World (LSU Press) 

Ussama Makdisi, Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed 
Conversion of the Middle East (Cornell Univ. Press). This book has received the 2008 
Albert Hourani Book Award from the Middle East Studies Association. 

Paula Sanders, Creating Medieval Cairo: Empire, Religion, and Architectural 
Preservation in Nineteenth-Century Egypt (AUC Press) 

Richard Smith. Fathoming the Cosmos and Ordering the World: The Yijing (I Ching or 
Book of Changes) and Its Evolution in China (University Press of Virginia) 

Richard Smith, co-ed.. Different Worlds of Discourse: Transformations of Gender and 
Genre in Lite Qing and Early Republican China (Brill Academic Publishers) 

Kerry Ward. Networks of Empire: Forced Migration and the Dutch East India 
Company (Cambridge Univ. Press) 

Martin Wiener. An Empire on Trial: Race. Murder, and Justice under British Rule, 

1870-1935 (Cambridge Univ. Press) 

The History Department would also like to welcome its new members who will begin 
teaching at Rice University this week: 

Tani Barlow, Professor of History and Asian Studies 
Stephanie Camp, Associate Professor of History 

http://www.toyotacentertix.com
http://www.alleytheatre.com
mailto:sgm@rice.edu
mailto:sgm@rice.edu
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m HELP WANTED 
EVENINGS/WEEKENDS JOB AVAILABLE 

at Rice! Join o ther Rice S t u d e n t s in 

c a l l i n g a l u m n i to tell t h e m a b o u t 

t h e A n n u a l Fund. $ 9 / h r p l u s bo-

n u s e s , i n c e n t i v e s . F l e x i b l e e v e n i n g 

s h i f t s S u n d a y -Thursday . Contac t : 

713-348-4363 , t e l e f u n d @ r i c e . e d u . 

THE WEEKLEY FAMILY YMCA is l ook ing 

for Swim Instructors a n d CERTIFIED 

l i feguards a n d to work morn ing , af-
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Margarita Monday! ^ 1 : 
Baker College Pub Night 

World War II Trivia 

Welcome Back Pub Night 
Celebrate the second week back! 
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Phil's Phriday: 4pm-7pm 

t ernoons , e v e n i n g s a n d / o r w e e k e n d s . 

Lifeguard Candiadates must have 

CURRENT cert i f icat ions in : l i feguard-

ing (YMCA or Red Cross), CPR - R , a n d 

First Aid. Lifeguard c l a s s e s he ld April 

i9 th-26th a n d May i o t h - i 7 t h . Train-

ing wil l b e provided for S w i m Instruc-

tors. Contact Holly Jenkins at ho l ly j@ 

y m c a h o u s t o n . o r g . 

EXTRA MONEY IN your o w n t ime. Rice 

b u s i n e s s , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , or drama 

major preferred to c o a c h presenta-

t ion. $ i o / h r . Flexible hours . Call 

832-545-7478. 

CONDOMINIUM AVAILABLE FOR Rent 

at City Plaza C o n d o m i n i u m s 1330 

Old S p a n i s h Trail Beauti ful Condo-

m i n i u m , N e w Washer 8t Dryer Freshly 

Painted Two Bedroom (or 1BR/1 Study) 

o n e Bath. Hardwood Floor Contact: 

Surya Yadav at 806-577-5359. 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT TO tutor 

t w o m i d d l e s c h o o l s t u d e n t s . Eng-

l i sh , Math, a n d S c i e n c e . Located at 

4 0 2 0 S w a r t h m o r e . 2 e v e n i n g s e a c h 

ADVERTISING 
We accept display and classified advertise-
ments. The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any reason. 
Additionally, the Thresher does not take 
responsibility for the factual content of any 
ad. Printing an advertisement does not con-
stitute an endorsement by the Thresher. 

Display advertisements must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to publication. 

Joseph Ramirez & Thomas Yeh 
Advertising Managers 

713-348-3967 
thresher-ads(S)rice.edu 

w e e k (7-9 PM). F e e s n e g o t i a b l e . 

C o n t a c t Michae l 713-665-5038 (H) 

832 -325 -6504 (W). P l e a s e s e n d y o u r 

r e s u m e to m i c h a e l . a . a l t m a n @ u t h . 

t m c . e d u . 

UNIQUE I-BEDROOM IN 1930s h i s 

torical bu i ld ing . Minutes from Rice 

c a m p u s . Complete ly restored to its 

o ld glory wi th all n e w a p p l i a n c e s , 

w o o d e n floors, central a /c , d i shwa-

ter, washer/drier , city v i ews , carport 

$ 9 9 5 / m o . c a r l o s m e y e r s @ h o t m a i l . 

c o m 832 545-8933.1118 Autrey Street . 

GREAT PART-TIME POSITION for s tudent ! 

6 -9 h o u r s w e e k l y - $ i2 /hr . Chi ldcare / 

h o m e w o r k h e l p n e e d e d for 9 year o ld 

boy after s c h o o l Monday, Tuesday, 

a n d every other Friday from 3 to 6 pm. 

Must have rel iable transportat ion 

a n d a c l ean driving record as h e wil l 

n e e d to be p icked u p from West Uni-

vers i ty Elementary. Male or Female , 

re ferences p l ease . Contact: Helen M. 

Schi l l ing , MD; day: 281-586-0542 or 

h o m e : 713-661-3022. Email: h e l e n m -

s c h i l l i n g @ h o t m a i l . c o m . 

CLASSIFIEDS 
1-35 words 
36-70 words 
70-105 words 

$15 
$30 
$45 

Cash, check, or credit card payment must 
be recieved before the advertisement can be 
pub!ished.Thedeadlineforeachissueis5p.m. 
on the Tuesday prior to publication. Submit 
at information online at 
www.ricethresher.org/thresherclassifieds/ 

Cathleen Chang 
Classifieds Advertising Manager 

713-348-3974 
classifieds@)rice.edu 

RETIRED BUSINESSMAN SEEKS of f ice 

as s i s tant for var ious clerical dut ies . 

Upper Kirby area. Part-t ime, flexible 

hours . Must be de ta i l -or iented a n d 

we l l -organ ized . Pay $ i 5 / h o u r . P l ease 

cal l 713-201-7449 for interview. 

PURE WIGS AND EXTENSIONS n e e d s 

part t ime h e l p Mon through Sat. Con-

ven ient availabil ity. No e x p e r i e n c e 

n e e d e d . Contact John at 713-526-3822. 

Free board for right person . Garage 

apt . in Rice area in e x c h a n g e for chi ld-

care; chi ldren a g e s 9,7, a n d 4 . Must 

be mature a n d love kids; wil l work w / 

s c h o o l s c h e d u l e . 713-349-8770 for in-

terview, Rebecca. 

STADIUM AREA 2/1 c o n d o for rent. 

Four mi l e s from rice, w i t h w a s h e r / 

dryer, p o o l , t e n n i s c o u r t , c o v e r e d 

parking. $ 6 7 5 / m o n t h . P l e a s e c o n t a c t 

Bo at 8 3 2 - 4 9 6 - 5 0 8 0 , b e n . b o b @ g m a i l . 

c o m . 

BABYSITTING 3 CHILDREN age 5 to 14 

for af ter-school act iv i t ies from 3pm to 

6 p m . Please call 281-520-0617 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Annual subscription rates: 
$60/year domestic 
$ 12 5/year international via First Class Mail 

Non-subscription rate: 
First copy free 
Second copy $5 

Jessie Huang 
The Rice Thresher 

PO Box 1892, MS-524 
Houston, TX 77251-1892 

Phone 713-348-3967 
Fax 713 348 5238 
thresherifbrice.edu 

http://www.rice.edu/maryjane.swf
mailto:telefund@rice.edu
mailto:schilling@hotmail.com
http://www.ricethresher.org/thresherclassifieds/

