
e resher 
Vol. XCIVII, Issue No. 25 SINCE 1916 Friday, April 11, 2 0 0 8 

Braun chosen as new men's basketball coach 
by Casey Michel 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

PHOTO COURTESY RICE SPORTS INFORMATION 

Ben Braun will be the new men's basketball coach starting next fall. He succeeds Willis Wilson 
(Will Rice '82) who was coach for 16 years before he was fired March 14. 

When the 2008-'09 men's basketball season 
opens, the completed renovations to Autry 
Court will not be the only new sight for fans. 
On Sunday, Ben Braun was announced as the 
new head basketball coach at Rice, replacing 
16-year coach Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82), 
who was released March 14. 

Athletic Director Chris Del Conte said Braun 
brightens the program's future prospects. 

"This is an exciting moment for Rice athlet-
ics," Del Conte said. "Braun is an established 
coach who shares our vision in the potential 
that exists in the opportunity to coach at Rice. 
He has demonstrated again and again the abil-
ity to not only produce quality teams on the 
court, but also quality student-athletes who 
can excel in the classroom as well." 

Braun's resume includes Division I experi-
ence with coaching the men's basketball team 
at the University of California-Berkeley since 
1997. Prior to his stint at Berkeley, Braun 
coached Sienna Heights College from 1977-85 
and led the Saints to a 148-103 record. He then 
moved on to Eastern Michigan University for 
11 seasons, where he led the Eagles to four 

postseason be r ths and the NCAATournament 
Sweet 16 in 1991. 

At Cal, the Chicago native compiled a 219-
154 record in 12 seasons, the second-highest 
win total in the school's history. As he en te rs 
his 32nd season as a head coach, Braun has 
552 wins to his name, l l th-most among ac-
tive coaches. 

In his first season with Cal, Braun led the 
team to the Sweet 16, his first of five NCAA 
Tournament appearances. The Golden Bears 
also won the National Invitation Tournament 
Championship in 1999 and advanced to the 
second round of the NCAA Tournament in 
2002 and '03. Besides his teams' results, Braun 
also received 1997 Pac-10 Coach of the Year 
honors and was a finalist for the 2003 Naismith 
National Coach of the year. 

The Golden Bears missed the postseason 
from 2005-'07 before falling to Ohio State Uni-
versity in the second round of the 2008 NIT. 
Cal fired Braun on March 26, two days after 
their loss to the Buckeyes. 

Braun said coaching has become more than 
just creating plays and teaching fundamentals 
over his career. 

' T o me, coaching is making a difference in 
see BASKETBALL, page 20 

ESTHER changes to 
prevent overscheduling 

by Rachel Carlson 
THRESHER STAFF 

A series of registration changes 
began taking f ffect this w^ek as ES-
THER was modified to reduce sched-
ule overlap. Alana Lemay-Gibson, 
associate registrar for technology, 
said when s tudents add courses 
that are scheduled at the same time, 
ESTHER now notifies them of the 
conflict. Next fall, ESTHER will be 
further modified so that it not only 
warns students, but bars them from 
enrolling in overlapping courses. 
The former version of ESTHER 
was not equipped with this feature, 

Gibson said. 
The aim of the new ESTHER 

feature is to reduce the incidence 
of accidental schedule conflict, she 
said. 

"This [feature] will assist students 
during registration so that they don't 
inadvertently end up in a situation 
where their schedule overlaps," 
Gibson said. 

However , Gibson said a by-
product of the changes might be 
less "class shopping," which is the 
practice of attending several classes 
experimentally during the first two 
weeks of the semester. She said the 

see ESTHER, page 7 

Demands strain on-campus housing 
by Cather ine Bratic 

THRESHER STAFF 

An i n c r e a s e d d e m a n d for 
on-campus hous ing led to panic 
for many s tudents at room draw 
this year. At some colleges, room 
draw coordinators were forced to 
change their plans to deal with 
the increased demand for an ever-
smaller number of spaces. 

At Jones College, s t u d e n t s 
are normally bumped off-campus 
according to their seniority, with 
juniors and seniors at the h ighes t 
risk of being bumped. S tuden t s 
get an exemption if they move 
off campus early. 

"We have been doing many 
th ings different ly [this year) ," 
Stephen Goggin, who is in charge 
of room draw at Jones , said. 

Goggin, a junior, said Jones 
had to b u m p off two r i s i n g 
sophomores this year. He said 
Jones was asked to r e se rve 93 
beds for incoming f reshmen next 
fall, which is an increase f rom 85 
this year. 

Enrol lment for the class of 
2012 will increase from 742 fresh-
men last fall to a projected 775 
next fall. The n u m b e r for next 
year is still uncer ta in because 
prospect ive f r e shmen will have 
until May 1 to inform Rice of their 

enro l lment decision. 
Overall, the f r e shman :lass 

h a s increased from 628 in fall 
2 0 0 0 to 775 in fall '2008, a 23 
percent increase. 

To meet the guide l ines set 
out in Pres ident David Leebron ' s 
Vision for the Second Century , 
the Office of Enrol lment plans 
to increase the f r e shman class 
by an additional 20 percent by 
2011, r each ing 930 f r e s h m e n . 
Th i s is up from the 628 f r e shmen 
in fall 2000. 

Some room draw coordina-
tors feel that a larger f r e shman 
class is one reason for this year ' s 

see HOUSING, page 10 

Construction projects updated 
Recreation Center construction begins, pavilion to open 

by Dale Swartz 
THRESHER STAFF 

As the academic year draws to a close, some 
familiar construction fences are coming down, 
with new ones soon to appear in other parts 
of campus. 'Hie Brochstein Pavilion will be 
completed on Thursday, April 24, south plant 
construction will end July 31 and construction 
on a new Recreation Center will begin in ear-
nest next week. Meanwhile, the Collaborative 
Research Center celebrated the completion of 
its tenth story last month. 

Recreation Center 
Construction of the Rec Center is slated to 

begin after April 15, with an estimated comple-

tion date in August 2009. The new building will 
be located at the current site of intramural field 
4 on the northern side of the Inner Loop, across 
the street from the Jesse H. Jones Graduate 
School of Management. 

Facilities, Engineering and Planning Project 
Manager Joe Buchanan said the site work has 
already begun, and crews have moved six large 
trees and have almost reached a negotiation 
with the contractor to begin construction. In 
the next week, with building permits in hand, 
construction fences will go up and foundation 
work will begin. 

Buchanan said the first order of business will 
be to construct a service road for construction 

see CONSTRUCTION, page 1 

I'll be your candle on the water 
IVY ASHE 'THRESHER 

Lovett College freshman Margaret Diddams lights a candle Wednesday during the annual Take 
Back the Night ceremony sponsored by the Women's Resource Center. 

INSIDE 
The 7th Annual RTV5 24-
Hour Show 

1 )on't missouton tonsofstraight-to-air shows 
and events: Top Cocktail, a live turntable group, 
SpoCo and more! Watch RTV5's annual 24-hour 
show, which ends tonight at 10:00p.m. 

Baker 90s Prom Party 
The '90s are back with a vengeance with 

tacky fashion, awesome music and the awkward-
ness ofhigh school culminating in the best prom 
you've ever been to! Tonight at Baker College 
at 10:00pm. 

* 

Passion: A Nigh of Dance 
and Dessert 

Hanszen College Theatre presents an eve-
ning of dance performances and dessert in the 
Haszen Lower Commons tonight from 8pm to 
10pm . Admission (including dessert) is $3. 

KTRU Outdoor Show 
Come listen to great local artists at KTRU's 

17th annual outdoor show Sunday April 13 from 
Noon to 9pm. It's at the field between RMC 
and Herring Hall, and it's free! 

OPINION Page 3 
College system needs more pranks 

A&E Page 12 
Q & A with The Social Insects 

SPORTS Page 18 
Club baseball feature 

Quote of the Week 

"People see me and they can't help but think, 'Bin 
Laden ... Saddam ... Obama?'" 
—Muslim comedian Azhar Usman, who performed 
alongside Rabbi Bob Alper in "Comedy's Odd Couple-
in the Baker College commons Tuesday. See story, 
page 4. 

Scoreboard 

Men's Baseball 
Rice 13, Lamar 5 
Men's Tennis 
Rice 4, Texas A&M 3 
Women's Tennis 
Rice 7, SMU 0 

Weekend Weather 

T-riday 
Isolated thunderstorms, 58-80 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 51- 77 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny, 50-75 degrees 
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Students should solve 
own schedule problems 
As students register for classes in the fall, they may notice a 

change in ESTHER. Beginning next semester, ESTHER will block 
students from registering for two or more courses that are sched-
uled for the same time (see story, page 1). 

The primary reason for this change is to get professors to real-
ize that they need to schedule courses so that they do not overlap. 
However, we feel that this change will punish students instead of 
the professors. If Rice wants to notify professors to stop scheduling 
overlapping classes, it should do so by simply telling them instead of 
inconveniencing students. Monthly Faculty Senate meetings would 
be the perfect venue for the administration to bring up this issue. 

There is a way to track which classes overlap without actually 
changing the system. The administration could keep track of which 
classes get dropped more often and ask those professors to move 
their classes. In fact, these types of statistics should have been 
tracked since ESTHER'S inception. 

Another detrimental byproduct of this move is that students have 
less flexibility when they are shopping for classes. The shopping 
period has already been shortened to just two weeks, and barring 
students from registering for two classes scheduled at the same 
time just compounds this problem. 

This change will supposedly make registration easier for students 
so they will not erroneously end up with an overbooked schedule, 
but what aspect of filling out a Special Registration Form — which 
involves printing and filling out the form, possibly explaining to your 
professor why you are not registered, convincing them to sign it and 
turning it into the Registrar's Office between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. — is 
easier than simply registering online? We do not need to be babied. 
We feel that Rice students are smart enough to realize when they 
have made a mistake such as registering for two overlapped classes. 
If not, they probably should have gone to a different school. 

Rice's national surveys 
should be expanded 

Rice's department of public affairs recently conducted a small 
survey of Rice's reputation both locally and nationally, focusing 
specifically on the east and west coasts (see story, page 6). Al-
though the small sample size of 800 means the survey's results 
are extremely rough at best, we feel the study's implementation 
was time well spent for Rice. 

First of all, it was a good preliminary investigation into Rice's 
national presence. With the university looking to expand enrollment 
and gain national recognition for campus research, those in charge 
of marketing have to know where and how to target their efforts. 
This introductory indicator provided some general information that 
could help with that mission. 

Of course, the university still has to conduct more detailed and 
expansive surveys for more accurate analysis, but the basic results 
from this one offered a few simple revelations: Only a middling 
percentage of people on the seaboards know about Rice, but the 
majority of the ones who do offer nothing but praise. While it is 
disappointing to realize that Rice lacks the national identity of, say, 
Stanford University, at the same time, the fact that Rice's reputation 
is well-respected is a good thing; it may mean the biggest part of the 
marketing department's job is improving name-recognition, because 
Rice's reputation following that speaks for itself. 

We trust that the department of public affairs will take these small 
results as a sort of cursory challenge as Rice moves forward into a 
new era. For Rice to improve its standing as a global university, it 
has to attract students on a global scale. And those students have 
to hear about us first. 

Welcome, Ben Braun 
Roughly three weeks after announcing the release of head men's 

basketball coach Willis Wilson (Will Rice *82), Athletics Director 
Chris Del Conte announced at a press conference Monday that Ben 
Braun would be his successor (see story, page 1). 

Braun is welcome here as a new spark who we hope can rekindle 
a slow-burning program. We hope he keeps in mind, however, that 
he can certainly find winning players who also have academic abili-
ties to match their athletic talents. Basketball honors at Rice are 
attainable, despite our academic standards, and we wish Braun the 
best of luck in winning them. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Home-schooling law 
threat to future pupils 
To the editor: 

Recently, a court in California 
ruled that home-schooling is 
illegal except in the cases of parents 
possessing state-recognized teach-
ing credentials. The result of this 
ruling is that California has become 
the first state in the nation in nearly 
30 years to effectively outlaw home-
schooling. Because my wife and I 
are currently home-schooling our 
children, I feel inclined to publicize 
this issue to my fellow students. 

This ruling in California is 
weak for a number of reasons, 
which the court should have taken 
into account. While the law of the 
state recognizes and regulates 
public schooling, it refrains from 
regulating private school ing, 
which has only to meet certain 
minor requirements. The state 
law also mentions nothing about 
home-schooling. The previously 
judicially-sanctioned viewpoint 
held that home-schooling is a 
form of private schooling, and over 
150,000 California home-schoolers 
have adopted that approach. 

An key point in the law is that 
private school teachers are not 
required to be certified. As one 
Californian newspaper editorial 
board wondered, why is it legal for a 
non-credentialed teacher to instruct 
an entire classroom of children in a 
private school, but illegal for a parent 
to instruct one or two? 

Furthermore, the court ruled 
that the public education system 
was necessary to train children 
in "patriotism" and "loyalty to the 
state." Beyond the fact that I find 
such reasoning frightening, it is 
grounded neither in California law 
nor the California constitution. The 
latter merely reads, "A general 
diffusion of knowledge and intelli-
gence being essential to the preserva-
tion of the rights and liberties of the 
people, the legislature shall encour-
age by all suitable means the promo-
tion of intellectual, scientific, moral 
and agricultural improvement." 

Fortunately, the response to this 
ruling has been tremendous. In ten 
days, 250,000 people signed a peti-
tion supporting home-schooling and 
condemning the court's decision. 
'Hie governor of California and other 
officials in the Education Depart-
ment also condemned the decision 
and promised to protect home-
schoolers from state persecution. 
The culmination of the good news 
is that the court has now agreed 
to rehear the case. The previous 
hearing was closed to the public and 
home-schooling organizations were 
unaware of it and unable to partici-
pate. This time, these organizations 
are petitioning to file amicus briefs 
in order to better represent home-
schooling's legal position. 

It goes without saying that those 
of us who home-school our children 
are hoping for a more favorable 
outcome in round two. 

Seth James Nielson 
Computer Science graduate student 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
m Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• The Thresher a l so 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advertisements. 
Advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our advertising man-
ager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu


THE RICE THRESHER OPINION FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 2008 

Guest column 

Housing and Dining staff deserve respect 
Looking back at my freshman year, 
I have two regrets: Not being very in-
volved in Rice University or my college 
and not getting to know the staff that 
I interacted with each day. 
Today, some of the most 
rewarding daily interactions 
I have are with the housing 
and servery staff of Sid 
Richardson College. 

When I had a horrible 
case of the flu, Custodian 
J ulia Hernandez, who works 
on the fifth floor, came in to 
check on me. Food Produc-
tion Associates Gabriel 
Aguilar, Mary Tibbs and 
everyone else at the Sid 
Rich servery always ask about my 
day at every lunch and dinner and 
worry about me when I am not there 
for meals. Chef Gabe will make me a 
grilled peanut butterand jelly sandwich 
whenever I crave it. When I got my 
first job and finished my first gigantic 
paper, Mary celebrated with me. And 
those specific examples are not excep-
tions to the rule: The staff members of 
Rice — from my college coordinator 
to the Community Involvement Center 
staff to Housing and Dining — enrich 
my life as much anyone else here. 

Unfortunately, not ever yone at Rice, 
students, faculty and administrators 
included make the effort to befriend the 
staff responsible for making our lives 
as comfortable as possible. And even 
worse, some students show blatant 
disrespect for the staffs hard work. 
Iivingoncampus, I have seen students 
leave horrible messes of spilt alcohol, 
vomit and trash with no attempt to 

Anna 
Roberts 

clean upafterthemselves. Afterreading 
President David Leebron's message 
reminding Rice about the culture of 
respect in our community, I felt the 

need to go further and re-
mind my fellow students of 
reasons to respect the staff 
everywhere on campus. 

After my first Beer-Bike 
weekend, I went to class on 
Monday a few minutes ear-
lier than usual and met up 
with my history professor, 
Edward Cox. While I was 
talking with him, I learned 
of some disgusting Beer-
Bike antics. 

When the H&D staff 
of the Humanities Building went to 
clean up die incidental messes from 
the weekend, they found a purposeful, 
disgusting pile of mud and feces in the 
men's room on the third floor. Mud was 
on the walls, caked in the shower, on the 
toilets and left in the sink. Mud tracks 
were in die carpeted hallways and die 
tiled landing on tli ird floor. N ot only did 
this unnecessary gigantic mess divert 
the staff from its regular duties, but 
it inconvenienced other staff, faculty 
and students because the restroom 
had to be closed for three hours. Why 
didn't diese muddy students use die 
water hose at tiie bike race to rinse 
themselves off? Why didn't they use 
their own showers? Why did they 
purposefully wreck property and show 
disrespect to the staff? 

1 think the answer best comes 
from Eric Silberman's 2007 column 
about students leaving Baker 13 
messes across campus for H&D to 

clean: 'Truthfully, I think there is 
only one possible explanation left: 
These people do not want to clean 
up after themselves. They think it is 
disgusting. They think it is beneath 
them. Someone else will clean it up. 
And, if it is beneath some people 
to clean, and other people do the 
cleaning, then the implicit feeling 
is that the cleaning staff is beneath 
the students." 

Maybe I'm oversimplifying the 
issue. I am sure people are going 
to try to tell me that this is not a big 
deal. But I think it is. This type of 
behavior is indicative of the sense 
of entitlement some Rice students 
feel. What I love about Rice and what 
ultimately made me come here was 
how students deemphasize signs of 
class and wealth among themselves. 
Unlike at other universities of Rice's 
intellectual caliber, no one can tell 
just by looking at students who is 
on scholarship, who is solidly middle 
class, whose parent is an alum or 
whose family income is in the high-
est tax bracket. 

I^et's extend that sense of equality 
to the people who work so hard to 
make our lives cleaner. If you spill 
something in the servery, ask for 
a napkin to clean it up the best you 
can, just as you would do in your own 
house. Wipe your shoes before you 
go into a building. Don't treat the 
bathrooms like trash dumps. H&D 
works hard enough for us; let's make 
it a little easier on them. 

Anna Roberts is a Sid Richardson 
College sophomore. 

Grits and gesundheit 

Government partly at fault for tuition hikes 
A m e r i c a n s t e n d to link a college 
education to financial success. Some-
times I wonder whether a college 
education is worth the price we pay, 
or, to put it in the language 
of economics majors, if what 
we pay in time and money 
is an economically efficient 
useof resources. While poli-
ticians, interest groups and 
certain segments of society 
accuse and condemn oil 
companies and pharma-
ceutical enterprises of price 
gouging, it always strikes 
me as odd that colleges 
and universities are able to 
escape such criticism. 

The net price of college tuition in 
the United States has consistently 
been rising at a rate far faster than 
inflation. In the last five years, the cost 
of four-year colleges rose 31 percent 
above the general inflation rate. A 
press release published by the House 
Democrats in 2006 pointed out that 
since the year 2001, tuition at public 
universities has increased by $2,000 
(or 57 percent) and at private universi-
ties by $5,000 (32 percent). 

The increase in the price of oil has 
nothing on the skyrocketing price 
of higher education. Dan Lips of the 
Maryland Public Policy Institute 
compared the cost of college tuition 
with the price of gasoline from 1986to 
2006. In that time frame, after adjust-
ing for inflation, tuition and fees rose 
122 percent at public universities rose 
and n)se 80 percent at private universi-
ties. I feel it is safe to say diat this is 
a rather large increase. l ips further 
calculated that the real cost of a gallon 
of gasoline increased from $1.58 in 
1986 to $2.50 in 2006, and if die price 
of gasoline had risen at the same rate 
as college tuition, consumers would 
have been pumping gasoline at $3.51 
a gallon instead. 

As college students we all face 
this reality as we watch thousands of 
our dollars slip out of our accounts 
and into the hands of the university 
cashier. What is causing this drastic 
increase in price? Despite the numer-
ous conspiracy theories propagated 
by those hostile to capitalism, die 

Caroline 
May 

high price of gasoline is primarily clue 
to market forces. The rise in college 
tuition, on die other hand, has some 
other factors at work. 

To be sure, demand 
for college education is on 
die rise: more Americans 
are attending secondary 
schools than ever before. 
Further, tiiere is increased 
competition for good fac-
ulty, and the fast pace of 
technological advancement 
has required consistent 
university spending to keep 
systems current. Such fac-
tors alone cannot, however, 
explain the massive price 

escalation. In a different response than 
their reaction to oil prices, the govern-
ment is enabling these institutions to 
continue raising their costs by way of 
federal subsidies. The College Board 
reports that from2005-'06, t< >tal federal 
college aid amounted to $94 billion. 
'Hiis represents a 95 percent increase 
in aid since 1995, after adjusting for 
inflation. Far from solving die problem, 
the government's money-dumping is 
merely serving to aggravate it. 

Federal aid allows for colleges 
to continue raising die price of their 
product widi less consumer outcry. 
With a less elastic demand, colleges 
feel a minimized need to lower their 
prices to compete in the market Ohio 
University economist Richard Vedder 
put it well: "Students receivinggrantsor 
subsidized loans are far less sensitive 
to tuition increases tiian they would 
be if tiiey were paying tiieir own way." 
Vedder argues "where entrepreneurs 
in a free, unsubsidized market seek to 
cut costs and lower their prices to lure 
new customers away from businesses 
that are raising theirs, there is ver y litde 
of that in higher education." 

Although the presence of tiiird 
party payers causes price increases, 
access to higher education ought 
not be exclusive to die wealthy. Yet, 
while the government allows tiiose 
who would otherwise be absolutely 
unable to pay the opportunity to attain 
a degree, the College Board reports 
that "changes in student aid policies 
have benefited those in the upper half 

of die income distribution more than 
those in the lower half." Ironically, the 
majority of those footing the bill for 
such student aid, i.e. the taxpayers, 
do not have a college diploma. In fact 
USA Today reported tiiat only 29 per-
cent of Americans can lay claim to an 
undergraduate degree. As Iips wrote, 
these taxpayers are "subsidizing stu-
dents from upper- mid middle-income 
families, who can go on to expect far 
higher lifetime earnings." 

All who have shown commitment, 
talent and merit ought to be given an 
opportunity to attain a college degree 
and strive to reach their highest poten-
tial. 'fhis being the case, colleges must 
remain accountable for the prices tiiey 
charge, and die government ought 
not to act as an accomplice, allowing 
colleges to continue to squeeze tiieir 
students' wallets seeking to extract 
every last drop. 

Caroline May is a Will Rice 
College junior. 

Sans serif soliloquies 

Untapped power of college 
system: shenanigans 
In t h e rigmarole that is a Rice 
education, it's easy to lose fo-
cus. We spend so much time 
occupying the floors of Fondren 
Library and pounding 
cappuccino at Coffee-
house that schoolwork 
overshadows the rest 
of our lives. And, with 
what little remains, we 
fail to appreciate the 
one thing that should 
save us from the mun-
dane routine into which 
each semester eventu-
ally falls: The college 
system. 

While many uni-
versities have their own local 
rivalries, Rice finds itself in a 
ra ther unique position. With 
our proclaimed academic rivals 
residing thousands of miles to 
the northeast and our academic 
equals spread across the south, 
we find ourselves without any 
unifying force to pull us together 
as a student body. 

And so, lacking the solidar-
ity provided by an antagonist, it 
seems obvious that we should do 
what people always do in this situ-
ation: We need to go to war. And 
before you start taking offense, 
this is just a metaphor. Mostly. 

We've already got the nine 
co l leges . (Eight , d e p e n d i n g 
on how o l d - f a s h i o n e d you 
want to be.) But the college 
system fails to live up to its 
potential — which, in my opin-
ion, is beyond the scope of what 
we imagine now. Today, the 
system is a convenient way to 
break down a student body of 
2,800 into manageable chunks; 
it creates intimacy amidst a rela-
tively large number of people. 
What it should do is create more 
intimacy among the consider-
ably smaller number of people 
living at each college. 

Sure, we chant and yell and 
cheer during Orientation Week 
and Willy Week. We jokingly 
banter and mock our friends. We 
all hate Lovett and acknowledge 
that Mar tel isn't really a college, 
that Brown is shit and Hanszen 
is just another high school. 

But beyond that , coming 
together as a college is almost 
exclusively a result of or an 
excuse for drinking. The three 
most popular events for most 
colleges? I would bet they are 
Beer-Bike, College Night and 
Pub Night, in some order. I am 
not suggesting that the drinking 
stop; but the college life should 
not stop there, either. 

Sean 
McBeath 

All too often students bail on 
their colleges, citing a lack of 
involvement as their justification. 
I don't know whether to laugh or 

cry at the irony. There 
is so much potential for 
greatness here; we just 
need a few good leaders. 
It has been twenty years 
since a handful of Rice 
students, by methods 
still uncertain, turned 
Willy's statue toward 
Fondren. I think that 
should give us some 
idea of how far we have 
fallen and how far we 
can still rise. 

My dad went to the California 
Institute of Technology. I don't 
know if you know any th ing 
about the school, but apart from 
being ridiculously rigorous and 
recently proclaimed the best 
value educat ion in America, 
CalTech has a bit of a reputation 
for admitting a disproportionate 
number of pranksters. Growing 
up, I heard fairytale-esque ac-
counts of students building cit-
rus catapults and filling nearby 
reflecting pools with oranges 
and dropping frozen pumpkins 
13 stories. 

Raised on these sorts of sto-
ries, I naturally assumed that all 
colleges enjoyed the same sort 
of ingenious prankings-on. And 
we do, to a certain extent. We 
get two weeks a year in which 
we are "allowed" to do our jacks. 
But, all too often, these are hastily 
constructed and unoriginal acts 
of vandalism. Past events have 
indicated that a bit of oversight is 
a good thing; I don't think anyone 
wants a repeat of the Martel Raid 
or the Fishing Line Fiasco. 

But I'm going to be a bit of a 
rebel and propose that these sort 
of activities do not have to end at 
Dis-0 and Beer-Bike. I want to 
come back to the Martel Com-
mons at 4 a.m. any time of year and 
discover a mountain of chairs and 
tables ziptied together. Because, 
as much of an inconvenience as it 
may be, it lends a levity that my 
day could certainly use. 

I am sure there is enough 
creativity here to pull off another 
Willy-caliber prank. It's been 
twenty years, after all. The next 
time you find yourself saying, 
"You know what would be fun-
ny..." you should make it happen. 
Make school more fun and make 
your college awesome. 

Sean McBeath is a Martel College 
sophomore and calendar editor. 
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Two comedians spotlight interfaith differences 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Comedians Azhar Usman and Rabbi Bob Aiper take a collective bow after their Tuesday night show "Comedy's Odd 
Couple," which was held in the Baker College commons. The event was sponsored by Rice Hillel, the Muslim Student 
Association and the Boniuk Center for the Study and Advancement of Religious Tolerance. 

by Jane Lee 
THRESHER STAFF 

"Comedy's Odd Couple," a show 
featuring nationally known comedi-
ans Rabbi Bob Alper and Muslim 
Azhar Usman, came to the Baker 
Commons Tuesday as part of an 
interfaith event to promote tolerance 
on campus. The comedians' routines 
covered their family backgrounds, 
current lives, religious experiences 

and the elephant in the room, as Alper 
referred to it: Their separate faiths. 

Usman, a Chicago-born Indian 
Muslim has served as a lecturer and 
lawyer, community activist and co-
founder of the Allah Made Me Funny 
Comedy Tour. He told the audience 
of his experiences with religious and 
racial intolerance. 

"People see me and they can't help 
but think, 'Bin Laden ... Saddam ... 
Obama?'" Usman said. 

Alper, an author and an ordained 
rabbi for 14 years and a Ph.D from 
Princeton University Theological 
Seminary, followed Usman's rou-
tine. Alper's routine covered his 
experience as a rabbi. After their 
individual acts, the two shared the 
stage to discuss how they came to 
work together. 

Alpher, who had previously done 
a comedy routine with a Muslim 
comedian, looked for another 
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partner when the two went their 
separate ways. 

"When [AhmedAhmed] decided 
to move back towards movies, I had 
to find another partner, so I Googled 
'Muslim Comedian,'" Alper said. 

Usman said Alper found him be-
cause there were not many Muslim 
comedians to choose from. 

"If you googled ['Muslim co-
median'], I'm going to come up," 
Usman said. 

The two comedians discussed 
their religious differences and ani-
mosities, as well as their similari-
ties. Forexample, Usman said Jews 
and Muslims are similar in that 
they are willing to spend $1,000,000 
on a temple or a mosque but not 
on a $50 sound system at a garage 
sale. The two finally displayed their 
idea to arrive at interfaith peace via 
Irish dancing. 

Rice Hillel President Lauren 
Henderson and executive board 
member of the Muslim Student 
Association Zabeena Merchant, 
who cosponsored the event, said 
she hopes the show will be the 
beginning of further dialogue on 
Jewish-Muslim interaction. 

Henderson, a Will Rice College 
junior, learned of the comedy act 
earlier this semester through her 
rabbi, Houston Hillel's Executive 
Director Kenny Weiss, an acquain-
tance of Alper's. 

"I thought it sounded amazing, 
and I thought it would be even more 
amazing if we could cosponsor it 
with MSA and the Boniuk [Center 
for Study and Advancement of 
Religious Tolerance at Rice]," Hen-
derson said. 

The show fits into the Boniuk 
Center's Bridge Builders Initiative, 
which supports religious events put 
on by cross-faith campus groups. 

TTie show occurred April 8 to fit 
the comedians' schedules, but the 
large venues in the Rice Memorial 
Center were already occupied by 
this time, so the Boniuk Center 
booked the Baker commons to get 
a comedy club feel, Boniuk Center 
Special Projects Coordinator Calvin 
Preece said. 

Preece said he considers the 
$5,000 the Boniuk Center paid 
for the comedians' performance, 
transportion and hotel rooms to 
be well-spent. 

Both comedians said they will con-
sider returning to Rice in the future. 

"I love being invited into this kind 
of environment [with college kids] 
because there's an opportunity there 
not only to make people laugh but 
also to make them think in a way that 
can actually have some long term 
effect on their perception of reality," 
Usman said. "I take the responsibility 
seriously and hopefully the impres-
sion you got is a positive one." 

CONSTRUCTION 
From page 1 

traffic, which will extend around die 
north and west sides of the site. Crew 
vehicles will enter from Entrance 20 
and exit via the Inner Loop. He said he 
does not anticipate any road closures 
due to the construction. 

The completed complex will be 
a considerable improvement over 
current facilities at Autry Court, 
Buchanan said. Designed primarily 
of brick and glass in a similar style 
to nearby buildings, it will house in-
door and outdoor basketball courts, 
four racquetball courts, two squash 
courts and a weight and cardio room. 
It will also house an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool and a smaller 2,500 
square foot pool intended for recre-
ational use. A smaller wing in the 
building will house offices and the 
Wellness Center. 

Buchanan said the Rec Center will 
accommodate the expected increase 
outlined in student body of President 
David Leebron's Vision for the Second 
Century. With the exception of the 
swim team, varsity athletics will have 
their own training facilities at other 
locations, such as Autry Court 

" [The new Rec Center] will be, first 
and foremost, a recreational facility -
one that accommodates athletics," Uni-
versity Architect David Rodd said. 

Due to the ongoing renovation work 
at Autry, the present weight room, 
dance studio and recreation check-in 
will move to a temporary building 
located between the Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium and Autry. The move is sched-
uled for late June, and those facilities 
will remain until completion of the 
new Rec Center. The former recre-
ation spaces will be demolished to 
make way for a concession stand 
as well restrooms. 

Project cost and donor financ-
ing will be announced at the Rec 
Center 's groundbreaking cer-
emony April 22. 

Collaborative Research 
Center 

The tallest Rice building reached 
its maximum height of ten stories 
last month. On March 28, Houston 
leaders gathered for a topping-
out ceremony at the $300 million. 
480,000-square-foot CRC. Construc-
tion started in December 2006and is 
expected to end April 2009, according 
to the FE&P Web site. 

The CRC is an attempt to spur co-
operative efforts in medical research 

between Rice and Texas Medical Cen-
ter institutions, such as BaylorCollege 
ofMedicine, Texas Children's Hospital, 
the University ofTexas M.D.Anderson 
Cancer Center and the UT Health Sci-
ence Center at Houston, according to 
a Rice News press release. 

Building tenants have not 
been finalized. 

The CRC will house eight floors of 
research space, a 280-seat auditorium, 
a 100-seat seminar room, classrooms 
and three levels of underground park-
ing. Retail space has been set aside 
for a restaurant and coffee shop. 
In addition, planners designed the 
site with the possibility of building 
a second research tower with up to 
200,000 square feet of space. 

Soon-to-be completed 
On Thursday. April 24, the 

Brochstein Pavilion adjacent to 
Fondren Library will open. The 
glass-encased structure will house a 
new coffee shop and feature a large 
outdoor plaza. Major landscaping 
work is currently underway on the 
grassy central quadrangle between 
Herring Hall and the Rice Memo-
rial Center. When completed, the 
pavilion will contain new grass, new 
sidewalks, an elm grove, fountains 
and seating. In an effort to control 
the flooding issues that occur in this 
section of campus, the design plans 
factor in a new irrigation and drain-
age system. 

Weather-induced delays in the 
project forced KTRU to move its an-
nual Outdoor Show from the RMC to 
the IM fields. However, preparation 
is underway for opening day. FE&P 
Manager of Communications Susann 
Glenn said. 

"Work will be 99.9% complete 
when it is reopened on April 24," 
Glenn said. 

A major headache for south col-
lege students will also disappear in 
the next few months, as construction 
concludes on the south plant. Susann 
Glenn-The plant, located south of 
Wiess College, will become fully 
operational on July 31. 

Crews have started to remove 
fencing from around the work site 
and have already pulled back on 
Alumni Road south of the Inner 
Loop. The FE&P Web site said the 
road beside Wiess College will be 
reopened by April 30, and all fencing 
should come down by July 1. 

I 
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Sport management students 
host charity bowling event 

By Ben Jedlovec 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Rice Sport Management 
program teamed up with the Ath-
letic Department to host the first 
Rice Owl Bowl fundraiser on March 
31 at Dave and Buster's on Katy 
Freeway. Over $11,600 in event 
proceeds will benefit Rice'sTickets-
for-Kids charity as well as the Sport 
Management Program. 

The inaugural event was pro-
duced by Sport Management 
students in Kinesiology 366: Event 
and Facility Management. At the 
beginning of this semester, the stu-
dents were prompted to organize 
an event to raise money for charity 
and the department. Kinesiology 
Professor Tom Stallings provided 
support, but the students were 
responsible for the planning and 
execution of the event. 

The students chose to organize 
a bowling fundraiser. 

Stalling said this event offered 

the attendees a chance to get to 
know the athletes and the other 
participants. 

"Bowling is unique because it's 
something that anybody can do and 
would take place in an enclosed 
area where [the attendees] would 
have lots of opportunities to interact 
with everybody," Stallings said. 

Event attendees were pro-
vided dinner and the opportunity 
to bowl alongside Rice athletes 
and coaches, including Hanszen 
College sophomore Ryan Berry, 
Brown College senior Chase Clem-
ent and Head Football Coach David 
Bailiff. Each registered team was 
paired with an athlete and com-
peted for various individual and 
team prizes. 

Stallings said the event helped 
spread the idea that Rice athletes 
are also students who play a role 
in the community. 

"The feeling is that Rice athletes 
are students first and athletes 
second," Stallings said. "They rep-

resent the university well and are 
great ambassadors for some of the 
things we're trying to do." 

In addition to the bowling 
competition, attendees bid for 
Rice memorabilia and autographed 
items. The silent auction raised an 
additional $1,700 for the Tickets-
for-Kids charity, which encourages 
elementary and middle school chil-
dren to improve their reading skills 
by offering tickets to Rice home 
athletic events as an incentive. 

Stallings said he was pleased 
with the outcome of the event and 
proud of the students' effort. He 
said he is optimistic about the suc-
cess of similar Sport Management 
events in the future. 

"Based on feedback from 
students, athletes, coaches and 
attendees, the event was an 
overwhelming success," Stallings 
said. "It will be up to next year's 
class to decide if they want to do 
the bowling event or something 
even better." 

Regional poll tests 
Rice recognition 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER STAFF 

Students from outside of Texas 
may not be surprised to learn that 
about half of the professionals from 
the East and West Coasts have heard 
of Rice, according to a recent market 
survey by the Office of Public Affairs. 
The survey, which Vice President for 
Public Af fairs Linda Thrane said is the 
first to ask about Rice's recognition, 
polled 800 people and found Wee to be 
best-known in Texas, with awareness 
dropping along the East and West 
Coasts. Thrane said the survey found 
thatamong those who recognized Rice, 
the majority had a favorable impres-
sion of the university. The majority 
of those surveyed surprisingly did 
not have a negative view of Houston, 
Thrane said. 

The Office ofPublic Affairsconduct-
ed a phone poll of 800 opinion leaders 
— affluent people over 35 who are ac-
tive in their communities—in Houston, 
greater Texas, New York, Washington 
D.C., Miami, Seattle, San Francisco and 
Los Angeles. Participants were asked 
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about their familiarity with Rice, what 
attributes they associated with the 
university, whether they had heard or 
read about Rice in the news, whether 
they had a personal connection with 
Rice and whether they had visited 
Houston. Thrane said the survey was 
intended as a benchmark for future 
surveys on Rice's reputation as part 
of President David Leebron's Vision 
for the Second Century. 

'Houston is not the 
big negative some 
people think it is. Our 
audience consists 
of people ... who 
recognize the services 
of a big city.' 

— Linda Thrane 
Vice President for Public 

Affairs 

The Office ofPublic Affairs shared 
the results of the survey with Leebron, 
the Board of Trustees Committee on 
Public Affairs, the Communicator's 
Forum and the Administrator's Forum. 
The results also appeared briefly on the 
Rice News Web site, although Thrane 
said she had the article removed 
because she was worried the article 
might be misleading. 

"People easily misunderstand 
polls," Thrane said. "It's more for us 
internally to help measure progress." 

Thrane said the small sample size-
left room for error in the survey and 
that the results were not conclusive. 
She said this survey marks the begin-
ning of future large-scale surveys. 

"We were dipping our toes in the 
water," Thrane said. "It's a broad gen-
eral market survey." 

I )irector of Marketing Elisa Fink 
said the Office of Public Affairs 
chose to survey opinion leaders 
because they were thought to have 
the most influence. 

"They are active in their commu-
nity," Fink said. "We wanted to target a 
group that will be talking to people." 

Thrane said the selection of cities 
surveyed was based on discussions 
with people around Rice. She said 
she would like to look at more cities, 
including some in the Midwest, in 
the future. 

'limine said the survey found no 
entrenched negative views about Rice, 
and people feel it is a quality institution 
for research and education. 

Almost 90 percent of the 3(X) Tex-
ans surveyed were familiar with Rice. 
Thrane said these numbers dropped 
considerably on the East Coast, with 
60 jjercentofthe 250 participants from 
New York, Washington D.C. and Mi-
ami being familial' with Rice. She said 
the survey indicated that university 
recognition is strongly correlated with 
proximity to Rice. Thrane said these 
results were not surprising since the 
study was expected to affirm this. 

Thrane said 80 percent of people 011 
the East Coast who had heard of Rice 
had a favorable opinion of it, Thrane 
said. ()n the West Coast, 50 percent of 
the 250 participants were familiar with 
Rice, and of those people, 75 percent 
had a-favorable opinion of it. Thrane 
said familiarity with Rice was highly 
correlated with an overwhelmingly 
ix)sitive view of the university. 

Thrane said the only unexpected 
result from the survey was that Rice's 
location in Houston was not seen as 
a negative. 

"Houston is not, the big negative 
some people think it is," Thrane said. 
"It is a city with cultural and recre-
ational opportunities for students. 
Our audience consists of people with 
businesses who recognize the services 
of a big city." 

mailto:rsmith@msmnyc.edu
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Literary sex magazine debuts 

Project H.E.R.E. 
TIAN VANG/THRESHER 

Ronald Mumphrey, principal of Cullen Middle School, shares his perspec-
tive on education during the Houston Enriches Rice Education panel 
discussion. The H.E.R.E. project, which organized the panel, aims to 
connect Rice to the greater Houston community by enhancing faculty 
research and strengthening its undergraduate and graduate education. 
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by Sarah Rutiedge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Harvard may have the H Bomb 
and Cornell may boast the SMUT, 
but next Friday, Rice will join their 
ranks with Open, its first sex maga-
zine. Editor in chief Rachel Solnick 
plans to distribute the 68-page 
black-and-white magazine's 1,500 
copies to Rice and the surrounding 
Houston community. 

The magazine is composed 
of seven sections: Perspectives, 
which features individuals speak-
ing as part of a group; editorials; 
articles, which cover news and 
historical events; short stories; 
poetry; the post-secret section, 
from campus-distributed postcards 
which garnered student input; and 
the results of an online sex survey 
from earlier this semester, which 
received over 800 responses. 

This issue will feature a Buddhist 
monk's experience with celibacy, 
reactions to abstinence-only sexual 
education, the AIDS prevalence 
in Botswana, the Kama Sutra as a 
historical text, as well as a personal 
essay about the way sex is treated in 
the United States and India. 

Solnick, a Wiess College sopho-
more, said anyone could submit 
work for the magazine. Solnick 
posted flyers in Houston parks and 
invited students from other univer-
sities to submit their work. Solnick 
said Open also received several 
anonymous submissions. 

"As a writer, you're sharing 
your very personal details, so 
the fact that we allow things to 
be anonymous gives people a lot 
more flexibility in how honest they 
would like to be," Solnick said. "You 
don't always have friends who have 
had these experiences but you can 

ESTHER 
From page 1 

new feature was not designed to 
discourage class shopping. 

"That may be one of the potential 
outcomes, but it's not something we're 
trying to prevent," Gibson said. 

She said the new feature may also 
help students whose major requires 
them to take two or more overlap-
ping courses. Because ESTHER will 
prevent double-booking, students 
will be required to submit a Special 
Registration Form bearing signatures 
from the professors of all conflicting 
classes. Gibson said she hopes the 
form will alert professors to the need 

definitely grow through reading 
about them." 

Solnick said she got the idea 
to start a sex magazine at Rice 
when she heard about o ther 
schools' publications. She said she 
originally thought of publishing the 
magazine twice a year but realized 
the magazine lacked the money and 
manpower to cover production in 
the fall and spring semesters. 

Open received Rice's Dr. Bill 
Wilson Student Initiative Grant, 

7 think we're 
realizing that...sex 
is such an intricate 
subject that you 
can approach it 
with maturity and 
still have it be it be 
interesting.' 

— Rachel Solnick 
Open Editor in Chief 

which will cover its $3,300 in 
publication costs this year. The 
launch party, which will be held 
at Willy's Pub next Thursday, will 
include an auction of posters with 
images from the maL ^zine, which 
Solnick said she hopes will help 
the club break even for the year 
and raise money for next year. 
Students can pick up a copy of 
Open during the launch party or 
from a representative at their col-
lege next Friday at lunch. 

Solnick said Open differs from 

for alternative course scheduling. 
"If students need both courses, it 

is less likely that they will do well in 
both, and this will prompt instructors 
to rethink the time for their classes," 
Gibson said. "[The form] will help 
students by advertising the need to 
have courses that don't overlap." 

Jones College sophomore Mary 
Grace Hager said she thinks the new 
ESTHER feature will restrict regis-
tration flexibility that helps students 
find optimal schedules. 

"I think it will decrease class 
shopping, which is sad because I like 

Get free NICAT 
Verbal Edge! 

When you enroll with Kaplan in April! 

Strengthen your MCAT Verbal skills and build your 

test-taking speed-without sacrificing accuracy! 

B 8 online, instructor-led sessions 

B 20 hours of addit ional prep 

B Extra quizzes, workshops, and practice tests 

...all available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

FREE if you enroll by April 30th! 

A $499 
Value! 

Call or visit us online today! 

1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com/rebate 
•MCAT * • y&tocn** t i l A w o c e f A^«rie»»» r t r u * 
ttVtiti 3-W JO MCAT CttsWOC- (Mm MCAT Court* of MCAT Pf l r t* f uM- np 
Program* or>rm o«»*w 'o t* efcpfcfcl *Oc •*<*/•» •wofc ,vd ot* 
!A \,i MKwMft 1« Z01M anc Ap»| .CV- AX* and xvty h» 

KAPLAN 

TEST PREP AND 
ADMISSIONS 

peer schools' magazines in its more 
academic focus. 

"I think it's a lot more content-
driven in terms of well-researched 
stories, whereas others are more 
flashy," Solnick said. "We're trying 
to approach it rather academically. 
I think we're realizing that ... sex 
is such an intricate subject that you 
can approach it with maturity and 
still have it be interesting." ' 

Solnick plans to d i s t r ibu te 
copies of the magazine to area 
businesses to enhance readership. 
She said area Starbucks were 
not receptive to the idea but she 
plans to leave copies at nearby 
coffeeshops. 

Solnick said several areas of the 
magazine deal with relationships 
and not directly with sexuality. 

"I'm worried that there are a lot 
of misconceptions [about Open], 
that it's going to be a porno or some-
thing," Solnick said. 'They see 'sex 
magazine' and automatically think of 
Playboy, but it's really more literary 
than anything else." 

Solnick said she plans for Open to 
continue coming out each year. 

"I want Open to be something 
that you can read and feel like 
you got to know someone better 
through the topic of sex," Solnick 
said. "In that way, you can be more 
comfortable with your own sexual-
ity and realize it's not something 
that has to be kept under wraps. It 
can be acceptable." 

Solnick said this philosophy, 
however, has proven problematic 
for potential publishers, one of 
whom shied away from printing the 
magazine because of its content. 
She said she hopes Open will help 
convince people to think |of sex 
more maturely rather than as a 
hot-button issue. 

having the longer period that lets me 
sign up for two classes at the same 
time and decide," Hager said. 

Though no future changes to 
ESTHER have been determined, 
Gibson said the Office of the Reg-
istrar is discussing measures to 
create priority registration sections 
to handle an impending surge in stu-
dent populadon." [Further changes] 
depend on the future growth of the 
student body," Gibson said. 

COMMON ERROR 
MESSAGES 

These are some common 
registration error messages 
and what they mean: 

• "C0RQ_CHEM124 Req" 
This course has a co-requi-
site course that you have 
not registered for. 

• "Closed Section" 
You have attempted to 
register for a course which 
is unavailable. 

• "Course is not available for 
registration at this t ime." 
You have attempted to 
register for a course which 
has restricted admittance 
to certain students. 

• "Duplicate CRN" 
You have attempted to 
register for a course which 
has restricted admittance 
to certain students. 

• "Registration changes 
are not allowed. Course 
status dates not within 
range for part of term." 
You have attempted to add/ 
drop a course that has a 
restricted add/drop window. 

Visit www.CinnabonLattes.com 
HIGHER TEST SCORES GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 

ATTORNEY 
F1. HARRASSMENT 

_DWI /DUI t DRUGS 
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WILLY'S STATUE 
20th Anniversary of the Turning of Willy 

Friday, April 11, 2008 
. * 

6:30 p.m. 

Rice Media Center 

* 

y'" 

Documentary and panel discussion 
moderated by Professor John B. Boles '65 

View a behind-the-scenes documentary by 
Theresa Bujnoch '88 and meet the masterminds 
behind one of Rice's most legendary pranks. 

Sponsored by the Rice Historical Society and the Rice 

Engineering Alumni, the event is free and open to the public. 

Closest paid visitor parking is available in West Lots 1 and 4. 

For an interactive map of the Rice University campus, 

visit www.rice.edu/maps. 

RICE 
Unconventional Wisdom 

0 

http://www.rice.edu/maps
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Rondelet draws 350 students 
b y Jenn i fe r Luo 

THRESHER STAFF 

After a yea r of absence , the spring 
formal Rondelet r e tu rned in the form 
of " M i d n i g h t M a s q u e r a d e " wi th 
approximately 350 at tendees. Rice 
P rog ram Council hos ted Rondelet on 
Friday, March 28 at Trevisio Restau-
rant in the Texas Medical Center. 

Compared to last semes ter ' s fall 
formal, Esperanza, which drew about 
550 a t tendees , the spring formal was 
smaller in size. RPC President Mi-
chelle Kerks t ra said they had antici-
pated a traditionally smaller tu rnout 
for the spr ing formal and had hoped 
to have at least 300 at tendees . 

Ronde le t , he ld annual ly s ince 
1947 with the exception of last year, 
was revived due to the success of 
Espe ranza last fall and increased 
interest from the s tudents indicated 
th rough the RPC representat ives in 
each college. 

T h e $6500 RPC spent on Rondelet 
covered food, transportation, a DJ and 
the res tauran t rental. T icke ts were 
$10 each. RPC typically spends more 
on the fall formal than on the spring 
formal. RPC spent $16,000 on Espe-
ranza with a net loss of $4000. 

Kerks t ra said the RPC budge t 
allows for losses of up to $6,000 for 
each of the two formais . 

"Since Esperanza this year was 

Students dance the night away at Rondelet. Rice Program Council held the 
dance Friday, March 18 at Trevisio Restaurant in the Texas Medical Center. 
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really successful , and we only lost 
$4,000, we had some leeway for the 
spring formal," Kerkst ra said. "The 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period March 26-April 9. 

Residential Colleges 
Martel College March 28 
Baker College March 29 

Other Locations 
Rice Stadium March 26 
Autry Court March 28 
College Way March 29 
Laboratory Road March 29 
Valhalla April 2 
College Way April 2 
Off Campus April 4 
Off Campus April 7 

Academic Buildings 
Rice Stadium March 26 
Duncan Hall March 3 1 
Facilities & Engineering April 1 
Fondren Library April 1 
A.P Brown Hall April 2 
Anderson Hall April 2 
Fondren Library April 2 
A.P Brown Hall April 5 

Theft 
Theft 

Burglary (Clery) 
Theft 
Driving While Intoxicated 
Driving While Intoxicated 
Criminal Mischief 
Criminal Mischief 
Public Intoxication 
Criminal Arrest 

Theft 
Burglary (Clery) 
Failure to Stop and Give Info 
Improper Photography 
Alcohol Violations (Clery) 
Theft 
Criminal Trespass 
Theft 

Parking Lots 
Lovett Lot March 29 Burglary of a Motor Vehicle 

spring formal was also nice because 
of its close location, cheaper t ickets 
and classy theme." 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
m o r e Stephanie Eberhard t said she 
enjoyed the dance. "It looked like 
they had a pret ty good turn-out," 
Ebe rha rd t said. "I r e m e m b e r the 
music was good and the location was 
really nice." 

Kerkstra said it is very likely that 
RPC will host Rondelet next year. She 
also said RPC plans to lower the price 
of next year 's Esperanza tickets to $ 10 
in hopes of boost ing at tendance, with 
the budget contingent on the location 
of the formal. 

Guy 1 : I miss the old Police Blotter. 
Guy 2 : Me, too, man. 
Guy 3 : I heard it's making a comeback, man... 
Guy 1: Dude! 
Guy 2: No way! When? 
Guy 3: Just read keep reading the Thresher to 
find out. In the mean time, you can check out 
ricethresher.org and take a poll about... 
something. f 

Check out these Fall 2008 Courses in the 
HISTORY DEPARTMENT 

H I S T 227 C O L O N I A L LATIN A M E R I C A 

Maher Memarzadeh, Lecturer M W F 10:00 A M - 10:50 A M 

Survey (first part of year-long course) explores histories of Spanish and Portuguese America, f rom 

Colubus to Independence. 

N E W H I S T 229 H I S T O R Y O F S O U T H A F R I C A N E W 

Kerry Ward, Asst. Prof. M W F 11:00 A M - 11:50 A M 

Survey begins with early human settlement, Afr ican-European encounters , and the creation of a 

slave-based colonial society. Exploring African state formation and British colonial expansion focus-

es on wars of conquest. The 19C mineral revolution stimulated industrial development. Examines the 

origins of apartheid, resistance, and liberation and. the challenges of post-apartheid nation-building. 

N E W HIST 239 M A K I N G M O D R N A M E R I C A , 1880-1930 N E W 

Alyssa Honnette. Grad. Inst. M W F 9:00 A M - 9:50 AM 

Intensive writing course examines the dramatic social, political, cultural and economic changes that 

affected all aspects of life in the U.S. between 1880 and 1930. Exploring various Progressive Era 

reforms and the origins of the welfare state, highlighting the role of women, minorities, and demo-

graphics in this t ransformation. 

HIST 271 HISTORY O F S O U T H ASIA T O 1857 

Lisa Balabanlilar. Asst. Prof. TTH 9:25 A M - 10:40 AM 

Historical survey of cultural, religious, economic and political systems of South Asia f rom ancient 

settlements in the Indus River valley, appearance of Aryan-Vedic society, development of world reli-

gious systems and global trade networks, rise of Islamic empire. British imperialism. 

N E W HIST 356 G E R M A N HISTORY, 1945-PRESENT N E W 

Lora Wildenthal. Asso. Prof. TTH 10:50 A M - 12:05 PM 

Course examines German politics and societies under Allied administration (West and East Germany 

1949-1989) and the Federal Republic since 1990. 

H I S T 389 M I G R A T I O N S & D I A S P O R A S 

Kerry Ward W 2:00 PM - 5 :00 PM 

The Indian Ocean World presents an enormously varied arena of cultural exchange and interaction 

spanning coastal regions of Africa, the Middle East, South and Southeast Asia and Australia. Course 

introduces the region by examining societies and empires shaped by voyages of exploration, religious 

pilgrimages, trading diasporas and forced migration. 

N E W HIST 396 RISE O F T R A N S N A T I O N A L A C T I V I S M N E W 

W m . Caleb McDaniel , Asst. Prof. T T H 1:00 PM - 2:20 PM 

Interdisciplinary exploration of the historical roots of contemporary transnational social movements . 

Topics include the history of globalization; the concept of world cit izenship; the origins of transna-

tional activism in the antislavery and w o m e n ' s suffrage movements ; the development of international 

norms and institutions; and the contested ideals of patriotism and cosmopol i tanism 
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HOUSING 
From page 1 

increased demand for on-campus 
housing. 

Last year, Martel College took 
in an extra 10 freshmen in addition 
to what it had been anticipating. 
Thresher Calendar Editor Sean 
McBeath, who is in charge of 
Martel's room draw, said the col-
lege will take in 81 freshmen this 
year, a smaller number of freshmen 
than it would have otherwise, if it 
had not taken in 10 extra freshmen 
last year. 

McBeath, a sophomore and 
Thresher calendar editor, said 
Martel was concerned that it would 
have to kick off sophomores in ad-
dition to juniors, the latter of whom 
are normally kicked off. He said 
if Martel had been asked to take 
in a larger number of freshmen 
than anticipated, it would not have 
been able to accommodate all its 
sophomores. 

Will Rice College was asked 
to take in 84 freshmen next year, 
leaving them with more students 
guaranteed housing than they 
have beds. 

"The combined increase of last 
year and this year is what makes 
this year especially difficult at Will 
Rice,"junior Eastman Landry, who 
is in charge of room draw, said. 

He said since Will Rice kicks 
off juniors and more freshmen 
than usual will declare sophomore 
status next year instead of plan-
ning to graduate early and declar-
ing themselves juniors. Since 
juniors are typically kicked off, 
this reduces room draw flexibility 
because there will now be more 
sophomores than usual who are 
guaranteed housing. 

'This means that juniors have 
pretty much no chance of getting 
on campus," Landry said. 

He said juniors had negative six 
spots available at one point. 

"Additionally, we need six other 
people to go off-campus — either 
willingly or possibly forced at a 
later date," Landry said. "At this 
point we are hoping that the num-
bers work out, since that is really 
all we can do." 

Landry said that Will Rice had 
worked out a potential plan in 
which the six people would move 
into already filled rooms if all 
incoming students decided to live 
on campus. This would mean that 
an additional bed would have to be 
added to as many as six rooms. 

"This is not what we want to do, 
but if it comes to that, this is what 
we think is the best thing that we 
can do," Landry said. 

Some students facing room jack 
will go to great lengths to secure a 
spot on campus. At Jones College, 
four groups of students attempted 
to form triples by putting three 
students in a two-bed room. 

Jones freshman Rick Manning 
originally planned to triple up, 
until a last-minute change in plans 
allowed him to live on with only 
one roommate. 

"I was one of the two lucky 
f reshmen whose names were 
drawn for bumping off-campus," 
Manning said. "So, in order to keep 
me on campus, some friends of 
mine offered to form a triple with 
me. I don't know what I would have 
done if they hadn't offered." 

Other colleges are also feeling the 
pinch and are blaming the increased 
class sizes. 

Sophomore Jackie Ammons, who 
is in charge of housing at Brown 
College, said the housing problem 
is rooted in the amount of fresh-
men Housing and Dining asks the 

colleges to house. 
This year, Brown kicked 32 ris-

ing juniors off campus, which is an 
increase from 14 last year, to make 
room for freshmen. 

"We are doing our best to ac-
commodate as many people as 
possible," Ammons said. "But, 
unfortunately, our hands are tied 
as far as the number of freshmen 
that the administration requires us 
to house this year." 

7 was one of the two 
lucky freshmen whose 
names were drawn for 
bumping off-campus. 
To keep me on 
campus, some friends 
of mine offered to 
form a triple with me. 
I don Y know what I 
would have done if 
they hadn Y offered.' 

— Rick Manning 
Jones College freshman 

Brown has 244 beds, 91 of which 
will be occupied by freshmen next 
year, an increase from last year's 
84 freshmen. Ammons said she did 
not feel that the overall demand for 
housing at Brown was different 
this year. 

"My fear is that they're increas-

ing enrollment but that they don't 
have housing for everybody," 
Ammons said. "It's great that 
they're increasing enrollment in 
the university, but I feel like we 
don't have the capacity to do that 
without hurting the students who 
are already here." 

Vice President for Enrollment 
Chris Munoz said the increased 
freshman class size would not 
greatly impact housing. 

"If you take the numbers [of 
incoming freshmen next year] and 
divide by nine, it's really not that 
much," Munoz said. "But I can't 
really speak to and understand all 
the inconveniences because ... I 
don't live on campus." 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said Duncan and Mc-
Murtry Colleges will be finished 
by fall 2009. 

"I expect that the opening of 
Duncan and McMurtry next fall 
will lead to a dramatic softening 
of the on-campus housing market," 
Forman said. 

He said the current demand for 
housing is a temporary strain 
on resources. 

Sid Richardson College is also 
facing a crunch, but mainly due to 
increased housing demand from 
upperclassmen. Sid will take in 
four additional freshmen next year, 
senior Nick Ripp, who is in charge 
of room draw, said. Sid bumped 
20 people this year, compared to 
last year's 6. 

Lovett did not have any room 
draw worries this year, junior 
Beko Binder said. Binder said this 
year, per usual, Lovett was able to 
provide housing for every student 
who wanted it. 

At Wiess College, while 48 stu-
dents were kicked off — up from 
43 last year — the college's only 
change was to assign one additional 
room to incoming freshmen, junior 
Caroline Spedale said. 

Hanszen College is using this 

year's room draw experience as 
an opportunity to reevaluate the 
entire system. 

Hanszen President Abbie Ryan 
announced last week that Hanszen 
would be forming a committee to 
look into other options for room 
draw. Ryan, a junior, said the com-
mittee will research room draw 
systems at each of the other col-
leges and present the advantages 
and disadvantages of each system 
to Hanszen. 

"We're going to evaluate wheth-
er the way we're currently doing 
things is the best for the college as 
a whole," Ryan said. "I'm looking 
forward to it because we definitely 
haven't done an introspective study 
of Hanszen in a long time." 

Under the current system at 
Hanszen, sophomores are most 
likely to be kicked off campus. 
Hanszen students are not bumped 
in advance, so students do not 
know until the night of room draw 
whether or not they will be living 
on or off campus. 

Hanszen junior Sara Rivas, who 
is in charge of room draw, said only 
about 35 of the Hanszen rising 
sophomores were able to live on 
campus. At the end of room draw, 
about 25 sophomores who had 
hoped to remain on campus walked 
out without a room, Rivas said. 

However, many more filled out 
housing agreements in the hopes 
of getting on, but did not attend 
room draw because they felt their 
chances were low, Rivas said. 

"There is going to be a serious 
lack of the sophomore class on 
campus next year," said Rivas. 

Rivas said this year, Hanszen 
strictly enforced room draw rules 
that had previously been more 
flexible. 

"If there was any year that we 
really needed to be the most fair to 
as many people as possible and to 
stick to what the bylaws really said, 
it was this year," Rivas said. 

BEYOND T R A D I T I O N A L BORDERS 
RICE UNIVERSITY 

Jesse H. Jones Graduate 
School of Management 
R I C E U N I V E R S I T Y 

\ 

RICE 
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week ly 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
April 18. 

OPERA 

Puccini's La 
Boheme 

Bohemians will grace the 

stage of the Houston Grand 

Opera in La Boheme by 

Puccini (full name: Giacomo 

Antonio Domenico Michele 

Secondo Maria Puccini). The 

performance will open Friday 

at 7:30 p.m. in the Brown 

Theater. Tickets available 

online. 

Wortham Theater Center 

550 Prairie Street 

www.houstongrandopera.org 

FESTIVAL 

Westheimer 
Block Party 

If events inside the hedges 

have left you unfulfilled, 

head to Westheimer anytime 

between noon and midnight 

on Saturday. The free, all-

ages annual festival features 

50 bands and dozens of local 

artists and closes with a $10 

show in Numbers Night Club. 

Blocks 300-500 of 

Westheimer 

www.myspace.com/ 

freepresshouston 

QUARTET 

Pacifica String 
Quartet 

For those of you who enjoy 

classical music and trips to the 

museum: The Pacifica String 

Quartet will be performing 

Sunday at the Cy Twombly 

Gallery at 3 p.m. Admission 

is free. 

Cy Twombly Gallery 

1501 Branard Street 

www.menil.org 

The buzz on BotB winners the Social Insects 

K 

COURTESY BRANDON ALLPORT 

Will Rice College junior Josh Levin and seniors MJ Kwan and Kellie Simon are the Social Insects, the winners of this year's Battle of the Bands. 

by Julie Armstrong 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

At KTRU's I7th Annual Outdoor 
Show on Sunday, Rice's population 
of music fans and lawn loungers 
might find themselves distracted 
from the buzz of mosquitoes by the 
sounds of some much larger in-
sects. As the winners of this year's 
Battle of the Bands, also sponsored 
by KTRU, the eclectic trio of Will 
Rice College students known as 
the Social Insects — made up of 
senior Mary Jane "MJ" Kwan, 
senior Kellie Simon and junior 
Josh Levin — has embraced their 
newfound campus fame like a baby 
dropped in a swimming pool: With 
surprise, flailing limbs and a grasp 
at what had seemed impossible. 
The Thresher'mvaded their practice 
session in Will Rice Room 204 to 
preview the Insects firsthand and 
is still scratching the itch. 

Thresher: How did you get to-
gether? Have you played together 
in the past? 

MJ Kwan: Once upon a time, 1 
guess during my sophomore year, 
we played together a little bit. 

Josh Levin: We made a song 
called "The Cell Song." 

MJK: And then a semester 
passed, and I made some cardboard 
drums. Kellie started coming over 

more often and discovered the 
cardboard drums. 

JL: And then we started playing, 
and we had this dream of sending in 
a demo to the Battle of the Bands, 
not even playing in the Battle of 
the Bands, just sending in a demo, 
and then they accepted us, and we 
thought it was a joke, and then we 
played in the Battle of the Bands 
and apparently we won? And now 
we're playing at the KTRU Outdoor 
Show? Wow, it sounds really weird 
when you say it like that. 

MJ: Yeah, it's one of those 
"dream come true" stories. 

Kellie Simon: It really is. 1 
never thought I'd be in a band, 
and 1 never thought I'd play the 
drums, because 1 had just gotten 
my drum set. 

thresher: Have any of you been 
in bands before? 

MJK: This is my first real 
band. I've played with o ther 
people, but I'm always their little 
fill-in. Guitar, bass ... I started out 
playing classical piano and clas-
sical cello, and then senior year 
in high school, I started getting 
into other instruments ... But we 
don't actually know how to play 
our instruments. 

Thresher: What do you play? 
JL: We all sort of play the same 

things, except Kellie does more 
drumming, and MJ and I do more 
guitaring, but we all play bass and 
the Fat Man. The Fat Man's the 
synthesizer that MJ made. 

KS: MJ made the [wooden] 
bass, too. 

Thresher: You're an Archi? 
MJ: Yes. 

This thing is the Fat Man, it's an 
analog synthesizer. It has two oscil-
lators, and you can control them, 
and it has a filter and an amplitude 
thing. You can make it sound really 
glidey. My friend and I built this 
from a kit. It was like twenty hours 
of soldering. We soldered the "on/ 
off ' switch backwards, so now it's 
off, but it's really on, and the same 
with the other switches. 

And the bass ... Last year I was 
in the mandolin studio, which is 
a funny story in the architecture 
building, and this year I continued 
making instruments even though 
1 wasn't supposed to. 

Thresher: What genre are the 
Insects? Could you give examples 
of some of your songs? 

The group sits in a circle taking 
turns giving short responses. 

JL: Hip-hop. 
KS: Folk. 
MJK: Albani an. 
JL: Country. 

KS: Rock ... pop rock. 
MJK: IJhh, emo? 
JL: [laughs] Double-experi-

mental! Actually, we're singje-
experimental. :::KAI/ROS::: is 
double-experimental [according to 
the KTRU Web site for the Outdoor 
Show). We didn't really say what 
genre we were, so they called us ex-
perimental, but then they called the 
other band "double-experimental" 
to differentiate-

MJK: Because they're probably 
way, way more experimental than we 
are. We also have a prog song. 

JL: Also, part of our rap song is 
Gregorian chant. 

MJK: We have a fake Russian 
song. Maybe we shouldn't say that 
because there's an actual Russian 
band playing. It's also not even 
Russian, it's Esperanto. 

JL: MJ's an avid Esperantist. 
MJK: The song is called 

"S alikoko Roko," which means 
"Shrimp Rock." 

"Tiu salikokokonasplida rok 'ol mi. 
Tin salikoko venas roki tien ci. 
El la maro, per grandondo. 
For salikoko roko pretigas la mondo." 

It means, "'Hie shrimp knows 
how to rock better than I do./The 
shrimp is coming here to rock out, 
from the sea on a giant wave./'Hie 

See INSECTS, page 14 

Walking With Dinosaurs spares much expense 
Walking With Dinosaurs? More 

like Walking With Dino-SNORES! 
Walking With Dinosaurs: The Live 
Experience should have been amaz-
ing. With a $92.5 million 
budget, it should have 
been balls-to-the-wall 
dinosaur action. It should 
have provided lots of 
dinosaur carnage for the 
bloodthirsty first-grader 
inside of me. It should 
have shown dinosaurs 
that caused the Toyota 
Center to tremble with 
each step. It should have 
boggled the minds of 
young children every-
where and then blown them away 
with a mighty roar. But it didn't. 
What it did have was a couple of 
incredibly lifelike robot dinosaurs 
that didn't really do anything. 

The dinosaurs are very detailed. 
Their skin hangs 
off of them like a 
fat lady's cellulite, 
their tails sway 
back and for th 
with every step 
they take and one 
can even count the 
number of teeth 
inside their giant 
dinosaur mouths. 
Much time and ef-

Alfonso 
Zapata 

been spent on making them look 
as realistic as possible, or like 
what one might imagine dinosaurs 
looked like back then. 

Upon first glance, the 
giant blocks attached to 
the legs of the larger dino-
saurs distracted me. The 
creatures appeared to be 
walking while holding 
massive pieces of wood 
between their limbs, but 
after the first few min-
utes, I had completely 
forgotten. The larger 
problem was with the 
smaller dinosaurs, which 
were actually humans in 

dinosaur costumes. And the human 
legs were visible. Very visible. The 
dinosaurs had two sets of legs: 
dinosaur legs and human legs. It 
looked like the dinosaurs were 
pooping out humans, which was 
just too jarring and distracting. 

Aside from that, the dinosaurs 
looked fantastic. They also moved 
fantastically. 'Hie brachiosaurus 
moved majestically and gracefully. 
Human pooping aside, the pack 
of utahraptors actually moved to-
gether like a pack, pausing every 
now and then to converse with 
each other like the raptors from 
Jurassic Park. The only disappoint-
ment was the ornithoceir us, which 

fort has obviously didn't do anything but hang from 

the rafters and float there. I want 
my flying dinosaurs to actually 
fly, not hang from the ceiling. Get 
some of that Pink Power Ranger 
shit up in here. 

While the fight 
itself was rather 
ANTICLIMACTIC, 
I enjoyed seeing 
the Tyrannosaurus 
roar and make all 
the children cry. 

The dinosaur "fights" were 
horrible. The torosaurus fight con-
sisted of two torosauri circling each 
other for what seemed like hours 
with crazy battle music blaring 
throughout the stadium. Finally, 
one of the torosauri bumped the 
other torosaurus with his horns 
and the battle was over. The most 
exciting moment of the night oc-
curred when the tyrannosaurus 
emerged to save its baby from the 
stegosaurus and ankylosaurus. 
While the fight itself was rather 
anticlimactic, I enjoyed seeing the 
tyrannosaurus roar and make all 
the children cry. 

In the end, 1 liked how the dino-
saurs looked. They looked really 
cool. Cool and fierce. Unfortunately, 
looking cool is all these dinosaurs 
have going for them, and in this day 
and age, coolness can only take you 
so far. The entire "theatrical experi-
ence" consisted of a paleontologist 
talking to the audience, announcing 
the dinosaurs, stating a few facts 
about them, and then watching them 
move around for a few minutes. For 
all of the children at whom the show 
is targeted and for people with very 
short attention spans, like me, the 
moving dinosaurs only entertain 
for so long. 

Throughout most of the show, 
the kids in the audience played 
with the $25 dinosaur shoes their 
parents had bought them from the 
souvenir stands. During the really 
boring parts, I entertained myself 
by looking up at the ceiling of the 
Toyota Center, seeing the back to 
back NBA championship banners 
hanging up there, and just think-
ing about how intense it would be 
if Dikembe Mutombo ran out onto 
the floor and sta» ted dribbling 
around the dinosaurs. Dikembe 
Mutombo is the greatest thing to 
happen to the Houston Rockets. 
And to dinosaurs. 

Alfonso Zapata is a Martel College 
senior. 

http://www.houstongrandopera.org
http://www.myspace.com/
http://www.menil.org


THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, APRIL 11,2008 13 

UNE-UP 

12:00 
RACHEL 

BUCHMAN 
' * " ' ' • 

1:05 
TAYLOR/ 
DOVE/ 

COGBURN 
TRIO 

2:10 
SOCIAL 
INSECTS 

3:15 
:::KAI/R0S::: 

4:25 
BALACLAVAS 

5:40 
NOSAPRISE 

6:45 
DEAD P.A. 

7:45 
PARTS & 
LABOR 

0 0 0 
WITH THE 17TH ANNUAL KTRU OUTDOOR SHOW 
KTRU's half-day extravaganza, which starts at noon on Sunday, continues its mission to feature eclectic, underexposed, 
progressive music from a variety of cultural and musical backgrounds. Last year, between 800 and 1,000 people trudged 
through the rain to see New York's Ratatat and Norway's 120 Days in the Grand Hall for the first ever Indoor Show. This 
year, the show is taking place on intramural fields 2 & 3, near the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management, West 
Lot and those uprooted trees. ;4s this year's winner of KTRU's Battle of the Bands, The Social Insects, will also play. The 
event is sponsored by the Student Assocation, Graduate Student Association, the residential colleges, Rice Program 
Council, RTV5, the Office of Student Activities and local businesses. The event is free and open to the public. 

PARTS AND LABOR 
Nationally touring experimental rockers Parts and 
Labor hail all the way from Brooklyn with their 
punktronic pulse. Formed in 2002, the band re-
leased its third full-length LP, Mapmaker, in 2007 
on Jagjaguwar Records. Their new EP Escapers 
Two contains 51 songs recorded over one weekend. 
Dan Friel performs on keyboard and electronics, BJ 
Warshaw on bass, Sarah Lipstate on guitar and Joe 
Wong on drums. Parts & Labor features energetic, 
thrashing drone rock, as the band chal lenges audi-
ences coast to coast. 

COURTESY J.D. FRANKLIN 

COURTESY SHEPHERD SCHOOL 

COURTESY CHRIS COGBURN/BRYAN EUBANKS DUO 

TAYL0R/D0VE/C0GBURN TRIO 
Get your daily dose of groove with the Taylor/Dove/ 
Cogburn Trio. Houston trombonist and director of 
the local music collective Nameless Sound, Dave 
Dove joins with Chris Cogburn and Jaawaad Taylor 
in this improv/jazz group. Taylor is one half of the 
hip-hop duo Shape of Broad Minds, which has seen 
KTRU playlist rotation, and he shows his many talents 
performing on electronics and trumpet. Cogburn is 
a prolific Austin-area improvisational percussionist 
and organizer of the No Idea Festival, which focuses 
on creative improvised music. 

RACHEL BUCHMAN 
Shepherd School lecturer Rachel 
Buchman kicks off the fun at noon. 
She has taught music to children 
and young adults in four countries 
for 25 years, sung at the Lincoln and 
Kennedy Centers, and recorded six 
award-winning children's albums. 
She has contributed soundtracks 
and voice-overs to many artistic 
projects and is the Head of the Young 
Children's Division of the Michael P. 
Hammond Preparatory Program, in 
which Brown Fellow graduate stu-
dents study and work with children's 
musical intuition. 

:::KAI/R0S::: 
J.D. a n d Tyler F rank l in , pa r t of t h e 
four - to -e igh t p iece n o i s e - a m b i e n t -
g r i m e :: :KAI/ROS::: . This g r o u p 
h a s b e e n p u t t i n g ou t a l b u m s for 
over a d e c a d e s i nce the i r "Son of 
Pe rd i t i on" in 1997. They a re pa r t 
of a v i b r a n t H o u s t o n n o i s e s c e n e , 
a n d the i r m e m b e r s p e r f o r m in 
a n d w i t h m a n y o t h e r g r o u p s , s u c h 
a s Rot ten Piece , C h i a s m a , a n d 
Discord ian P o p e s . T h e s e m a s t e r s 
of e l ec t ron ic s , p r e p a r e d gui ta r , 
p e r c u s s i o n , a n d a c c o r d i o n p u t 
o u t p e n e t r a t i n g f r e q u e n c i e s a n d a 
c a u s t i c s m o g of s o u n d . 

COURTESY JASON WHITMIRE 

OURTESY RAMON M 

COURTESY NOSAPRISF 

NOSAPRISE 
Hip-hopping Houstonian Nosa Edebor has opened 
for the likes of Atmosphere and RJD2, but his soulful, 
progressive rhymes are all his own. Drawing on the 
influence of his own Nigerian family, he champions 
the importance of community in implementing change. 
Also a breakdancer, he experienced underground suc-
cess while living and rapping in London and returned 
to record his album, Grown Folks Music. 

BALACLAVAS 
Local post-punkers Tyler Morris, Brian 
Harrison and Charles Patranella have 
been described as "gothic" or "mini-
malist," but they describe themselves 
as sounding like "a swinging flesh 
hammer." Stylistically diverse but ton-
ally dark and cohesive, they will have 
you swingingyourbangsand swaying 
with your beer in no time. 

DEAD P.A. 
Wake up for the night with Dead P.A., 
putting out a unique, interactive brand 
of explosive drum and bass electronica. 
George Blitch and Jason Walsh put on a 
unique stage performance in their dance 
friendly shows. Based out of Houston 
and New Orleans, the group is drum-
ming up excitement after a period of 
inactivity with their performance at the 
Outdoor Show. 
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rtv 
THE ANNUAL 24-HOUR SHOW 
On l'hursday ami liidav. RTV, i> hosting the annual , lloni-Slum 
which will be hold in ilit1 Rico Momoiial ('entoi. 

7 p.m. 
8 pan. 
10 p.111. 
11 p.m. 

3:30 a.m. 
10 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
12 p.m. 
3 p.m. 
5 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
9 p.m. 
10 p.m. 

Setup 
Bands ai rive 
Go 'live with Dis 
Pub Night "luter\ iews' 
& Miscellaneous 

Spontaneous Combustion 
SlowBurn 
Super Smash Brawl Tourney begins. 
Chewston with 13th Street 
Sports Tour with Sabrina Tour 
Beerless 
Alex Kazim interview 
The Connor O'Hoolihan Experience 
Setup for Top Cocktail 
Top Cocktail LIVE! 
Cleanup/Go home 

•AVID ROSALES THRFSHFP 

The mating of mayflies 
Marte! College sophomore Shira Polster and Baker College sophomore Walter Hassell perform in the Rice 
Theatre Program s All in the Timing on Wednesday night. The play will continue showing until Sunday. 

INSECTS 
From page 12 

world is preparing for the coming 
of the shrimp." And basically what 
happens is that the shrimp comes 
to the land and plays and becomes 
really popular, and the narrator's 
band gets destroyed because nobody 
cares about them anymore. 

KS: Our rap and Gregorian chant 
song is called "Celestial Bodies," and 
it started on a car trip. It was called 
"Meow" at first because I was say-
ing, "Meow, meow, meow, meow," 
making synthesizer noises. It gets 
crunk and hip-hoppish, but Josh said 
we should do Gregorian chants, so 
it starts in Gregorian chants. 

MJK She wrote the lyrics on a 
napkin at the 59 Diner. 

J L I would also like to note that 
the recording is not complete if you 
can't see her face while she's doing 
it Because she gets animated. 

MJK; Bread Dance is the song 
we probably do the best even 
though it is completely improvised 
... The song is Albanian, but not 
really Albanian. 

KS: We like to assign nationalities 
to our songs. 

JL: We always play it sitting on 
floor. For the rest of the songs, we 
rock out. 

Thresher : Do you have any 
events coming up? 

JL: On Friday at noon we play 
live on the air at KTRU. On Satur-
day we play JamFest at 6 p.m., and 
on Sunday we play at the KTRU 
Outdoor Show at approximately 
2:30 p.m. 

For more information, check out 
the Social Insects' Facebook group 
and their Myspace page at 
www.myspace.com/socialinsects. 

8200 S. Main 
713-665-0011 

I mitr UKilh uf Rkt« 
*d4 I rnik n<>rth <ti fcitj 

(rsiHi Super i*rpt. 
Show vour Kite ID card 

or br ing th»» ad in 

SKEWERS: 

Lunch at Palmer 

Open Weekdays 
11 OUVtO 2 piti. 

Catering Anytime 

for Large or small 

groups 

- tO% Viscount to 

all Medical Center 

personnel, patients or 

famtUes 

• 10% Viscount to Rice/ 

St. Tkonuvs 

staff and students 

(present IV at 

check out) 

6221 Main Street 

(at MacGreyor) 

713-341-6496 

On tke AAetro: 

Hermann. Hospital/ 
Houston Zoo 

BUY ONE 
nvxiiun sandwich, chips & drink ' 

GET ONE 
sandwich or pizza 

After 3 p.m. Everyday < 

« \ VJUAT W x 

i^ecK 

/ virvf ^ uLi U" 
• \ • 

u u . i s 
0^ 
spec<AL 

SHOUTS *s?eC\AL 

iVb h TA&LT 
e y f L o d e O ' \ ! 

SX IS ITT! / 

http://www.myspace.com/socialinsects
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C A I N PROJECT 

WHAT WILL YOU 
DO NEXT? 

A Panel on 
Intersecting Contexts 

for Communication 
and Student Achievement 

3:30 p.m. Friday, April 18th 
McMurtry Auditorium, Duncan Hall 

Rice University's student engineers and scientists are publishing peer-reviewed articles, 

winning poster and presentation competitions, and leading the nation in innovative 

projects in developing countries. For the past ten years, faculty members in natural 

sciences and engineering have integrated communication instruction into over 100 

courses to promote this achievement. As technological, international, publishing, 

and accreditation challenges intersect, what should faculty do next? 

The International Polar Year and Global Communication Challenges 

Deborah Andrews, University of Delaware 

New Technologies: How They Challenge the Communication Context 

Brenton Faber, North Carolina State University 

Communicat ions Challenge for University Assessment and Accreditation 

Karen Schriver, KSA, Pittsburgh, PA 

Academic Journals Today and Tomorrow: 

Content Dissemination and Community Building 

Joy Moore, Publisher, US Academic Journals, Nature Publishing Group 

How Universities Are Changing Communication Instruction 

Chris Anson, North Carolina State University and former president of the national 

Council of Writing Program Administrators 

Buffet Reception to Follow 

A Part of the Cain Project in Engineering and Professional Communications Celebration of 10 Years at Rice 



v» 

Thres 
Page 16 THE RICE THRESHER Friday, April 11, 2 0 0 8 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

In the end, it's 'Rock, Chalk, 
Thank you, J ay hawks' 

To the University of Kansas: 
Thank you. 

Thank you for doing what 
previously only the University of 
Tennessee was able to do—knock 
off an overrated team that kept 
getting lucky. 

Thank you for exposing the 
weaknesses everyone knew were 
there in the team that played 
half of its schedule 
in Conference USA. 
Considering no other 
team from C-USA 
made the NCAA tour-
nament, and that op-
ponents in the C-USA 
include the likes of 
UTEP, East Caro-
lina, and Rice (with 
an intimidating 3-27 
record), Memphis 
clearly chal lenged 
itself for that portion 
of the season's competition. How 
this team maintained any level of 
sharpness against schools with 
historically strong basketball 
programs is a question that will 
probably plague basketball ex-
perts for years to come. 

Thank you for proving that 
being able to hit free throws 
really does matter, and not just 
free throws while twenty-points 
ahead, but free throws that could 
make a game a three-possession 
contest with thirty-seconds left. 

A mark of a true champion is 
being able to not only perform, 
but to excel when it matters. 
While Memphis was missing 
free throws, Mario Chalmers 
somehow managed to swish a 
three while being double-teamed 
with two seconds remaining to tie 
the game to send it to overtime. 
After that, the momentum, some-
thing Memphis hadn't really had 
to wrestle back all season, was 
swinging firmly in the Jayhawks' 
direction, and was there to stay. 

Thank you for ensuring that 
rounds of debates will not plague 
the news media for weeks to 
come over who might have won 
the championship this year had 
Mississippi State scored four 

Natalie 
Clericuzio 

more points, because, let's be 
honest, if the Bulldogs could give 
Memphis that much trouble, the 
Tigers didn't really deserve to be 
the champions. 

Thank you for taking the time 
to effectively execute some form 
of defense against Memphis, es-
pecially when you demonstrated 
how to run the 2-3 zone, the de-

fen se made for team s 
like you with two big 
men ins ide . Con-
sidering Michigan 
State's and Texas' 
previous attempts 
at it, th i s m i g h t 
as well have been 
rocket science. 

Thank you for re-
minding Memphis 
that it is not okay 
to follow every fast-
break dunk by unnec-

essarily and purposefully body-
checking the closest member of 
the opposing team. 

Thank you for being the na-
tional championship squad that 
won not only with determination 
and hustle but also with a level 
of sportsmanship and, dare I say, 
class. Because of you, a Memphis 
team known for its ridiculous 
disregard for their opponents 
and perhaps infamous because of 
its complete lack of competition 
in conference play will not be 
rewarded by going down in the 
record books as the winningest 
team in NCAA history 

Thank you for realizing that 
Joey Dorsey is all showboat 
and, much like the Titanic, not 
unsinkable. 

Thank you for showing Dors-
ey's basketball immaturity in 
luring him into that silly fifth 
foul, which left his team high 
and dry on the boards for the 
conclusion of the biggest game 
of his career. On behalf of every 
single basketball fundamentalist 
out there, I am smiling. 

Thank you for a championship 
game for the ages. After two bor-
ing routs, the Jayhawks — who 

See THANKS, page 21 

OWLOOK - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday, April 11 
• Baseball vs. UAB 
6:30 p.m. — Reckling Park 

• Men's Track and Field at TSU Quadrangular 
All Day — Texas State University 

Saturday, April 12 
• Baseball vs. UAB 
2 p.m. — Reckling Park 

•Men's Track and Field at TSU Quadrangular 
AH Day— Texas State University 

• Women's Track and Field at TSU Quad Meet 
All Day — Distance runners at Rice Tracty$6c0er Stadium 

Sunday, April 13 
• Baseball vs. Southern Miss 
Noon — Reckling Park 

Tuesday, April 15 
• Baseball at Texas A&M 
6:30 p.m. — College Station, Texas 

Baseball takes season series from Texas 
by Jessica Cannon 

THRESHER STAFF 

Although they have witnessed 
stretches of poor pitching and lethar-
gic offense, fans seem to be only a little 
worried about the baseball team's ups 
and downs this year. True, in the last 
two weeks Rice (24-10, 7-2 Confer-
ence USA) has dropped two games 
against the University of Southern 
Mississippi and one to Dallas Baptist 
University (20-9). But the Owls also 
swept Memphis University, thumped 

Lamar University (20-11) and walked 
away with more wins in the season 
series than the 13th-ranked University 
of Texas for the first time since 2003. 
But through all the streakiness, the 
Owls have still landed on soft ground, 
with the most wins in Conference 
USA and a No. 6 national ranking to 
their name. 

The Owls continue their current 
homestand this weekend against the 
University of Alabama-Birmingham, 
which is currently dead last in C-USA 
But records do not always tell the 

whole story — the underdog Blaz-
ers (13-17, 1-5 C-USA) have beaten 
Tulane University and the University 
of Alabama this season, and are led 
offensively by Ryan Keedy's .429 bat-
ting average and 29 RBIs. UAB will 
also be counting on pitchers Mitch 
Kloskowski, who has 35 strikeouts in 
42.1 innings, and Kyle Roberson, who 
has 25 strikeouts in 26.1 innings, to 
silence the prominent Rice bats. The 
three-game series begins tonight at 
6:30 p.m. at Reckling Park. 

After being surprised by Southern 
Miss' (20-10,5-4 C-USA) recent suc-
cess against his squad, head coach 
Wayne Graham said the Owls will 
avoid underestimating any of their 
conference opponents. 

IN FOCUS: BASEBALL 
Record: 24-10, 7-2 C-USA 

Last week: The Owls owned 
the road, beating No. 13 
Texas 7-3 and sweeping Mem-
phis. However, Reckling Park 
was another story — before 
downing Texas State last 
Tuesday, the Owls fell to Dal-
las Baptist 3-2 on April 2. 

Upcoming: Rice has a 
three-game set with UAB at 
Reckling this weekend before 
meeting Texas A&M in College 
Station, Texas, on Tuesday. 

' IVY ASHE/THRESHER 

Junior catcher Adam Zornes returns a pitch in Rice's contest with Southern Miss 
on March 29. Zornes, one of four Owls who has played in all 34 games this year, 
contributed a pair of hits and two RBIs in Rice's 9-0 romp over the Golden Eagles. 

"All the teams in our league are 
dangerous," Graham said. "We're 
going to have to play well to win. 
Everybody's got talent." 

Unfortunately for struggling UAB, 
things have started to come together 
for Rice on multiple levels. Starting 
pitchers sophomore Ryan Berry 
and senior Chris Kelley have turned 
in some excellent performances, as 
have relievers freshman Matt Evers 
and junior Bryan Price. In fact, Berry 
was named this week's C-USA Pitcher 
of the Week for the first time this 
year and for the fourth time in his 
short career. 

On offense, sophomore third 
baseman Diego Seastrunk is tied for 
second in the league in hits, junior 
outfielder Jared Gayhart sits in sec-
ond for RBIs and junior designated 

See BASEBALL page 22 

Colwick enters record books, national rankings 
by Brody Rollins 

THRESHER STAFF 

Sophomore sensation Jason Col-
wick vaulted from behind the hedges 
and into the national spotlight this 
past weekend at the Texas Relays 
in Austin. Colwick's mark of 18 
feet, 2.5 inches in the pole vault not 
only earned him first place but also 
broke Rice's oldest men's track and 
field record. 

One of Rice's most distinguished 
athletic alumni, Dave Roberts (Will 
Rice '73), set the record in 1972 with 
a vault of 18-0.25. Roberts' height 
came in the middle of a career during 
which he became the first vaulter 
to ever win three straight national 
championships. When done setting 
Rice records, Roberts moved on to 
the world stage and twice broke the 
world record before winning a U.S. 
national title. Roberts also won a 
bronze medal at the 1976 Olympic 
Games in Montreal. 

While Colwick does not have 

a national championship or an 
Olympic pedigree quite yet, he 
currently does have the top ranking 
in the NCAA. 

Colwick set the tone for the 
competition when he reached the 
mark of 17-10.5, a personal best, on 
his first attempt. It was at this height 
that the competition thinned out and 
left only one other competitor, Mitch 
Greeley of Clemson University. 

Once again, Colwick put the pres-
sure on by setting the record on his 
first attempt. The Owl only had to 
watch as Greeley failed to match his 
height on three straight vaults. 

"I was pseudo-satisfied with my 
17-10.5 jump," Colwick said. "Then, 
when I made it over the school re-
cord, I couldn't believe it." 

Although his amazing feat last 
weekend was one for the record 
books, this season has seen its 
share of ups and downs for Colwick. 
During the indoor season, he was 
unable to advance in several meets 
after failing to reach heights that 

he now passes with ease. It was 
not until the Last Chance Meet 
in Arkansas on March 14 that 
Colwick qualified for the Indoor 
National Championships. 

Colwick said much of his suc-
cess came from the different drills 
that helped him correct the er-
rors causing his lackluster indoor 
performance. The other help, he 
said, is having another standout 
vaulter challenging him in practice 
on a daily basis: Freshman Shea 
Kearney is the other holder of the 
indoor record and won the Confer-
ence USA Indoor Championship 
on March 15. 

Kearney was unable to vault at 
this last meet, but the duo will be 
in action next week at the Univer-
sity of Texas-El Paso Invitational. 
However, most the team will remain 
in Houston to compete at the TSU 
Quadrangular. 

Sophomore Philip Adam's seventh-
place finish in the decathlon was the 

See COLWICK page 20 
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With Oympic Trials approaching, Greff's vault lands her top spot in nation 
by Natalie Clericuzio 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While recent worldwide newspa-
pers indicate that many people could 
boycott the 2008 Summer Olympics 
in Beijing, there is at least one 
member of the women's track team 
who may be in China to see them 
firsthand. Senior Rachel Greff 's 
vault of 13 feet, 9.25 inches, at the 
Texas Relays in Austin last weekend 
was high enough 
to qualify for the 
Olympic Trials 
with a B-level 
ranking. With 
the same jump, 
Greff also moved 
to the top of the 
NCAA standings 
with a little over a 
month to go until 
the Conference 
USA meet. 

Along with 
R i c e ' s o t h e r 
throwers, jump-
ers and sprint-
ers, Greff will 
now travel to El Paso for the 
University of Texas-El Paso In-
vitational this weekend . Head 
coach Jim Bevan said the fast 
track, warm weather and high 
altitude could provide for personal-
best performances. 

Rice's opponents will include the 
University of Kansas, Kansas State 
University, the University of New 
Mexico, New Mexico State Univer-
sity and the University of Houston 
along with thirty-five unattached 
runners. These runners, including 
alumnae Funmi Jimoh Qones '06), 
will be attempting to qualify for 
their own trips to Beijing. In the 
meantime, Rice's distance team will 
attend the Texas Southern Univer-
sity Quadrilaterals in Houston, with 

races beginning tonight at the Rice 
Soccer and Track Stadium. 

While Greff may not break 
any more records this weekend, 
it might just be due to the lack 
of r eco rds remain ing without 
her name attached. Greff 's most 
recent vault broke her own previ-^ 
ous school record of 13-6.25. The 
leap should not come as a surprise 
to those who have followed her 
career — she has qualified for the 

THIS WEEKEND 

Rice at TSU Quad Meet 

When: Saturday, April 12, All Day 
Where: Distance runners at Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium; Select sprinters at University of Houston 

Rice at UTEP Invitational 

When: Saturday, April 12, All Day 
Where: Vaulters, throwers and select sprinters at UTEP 

national meet each of her previous 
three years and placed in the top 
twelve as sophomore and junior. 
Her vault this past weekend bodes 
well for the rest of this season, and, 
according to Bevan, shows how 
greatly she has improved over her 
years at Rice. 

"[Greff] started as a 12-foot 
jumper freshman year, and now 
she's toying with 14 feet," Bevan 
said. "She's very much a perfec-
tionist, and the pole vault is an 
event that combines a lot of factors: 
Speed, timing and athleticism. 
[The vault) is the only event where 
you're like a gymnast to get your-
self around the pole and over the 
bar — it takes little bit of daredevil 
in you. It's the most intensive and 

Women's tennis prepares 
for conference tournament 

by Rhodes Coffey 
THRESHER STAFF 

When the regular season ends, 
all records and streaks can be put 
aside for the glory of the postsea-
son. After picking up another easy 
victory in their first-ever 7-0 sweep 
of Southern Methodist University, 
the No. 63 women's tennis team 
instantly became the favorite to win 
the Conference USA title. 

The University of Houston will 
host the conference tournament at 
the Hoff Courts from April 17-20. 
Currently, there are two other C-USA 
teams in the national rankings: No. 50 
University of Tulsa and No. 62 Mar-
shall University. Three other teams, 
East Carolina University, University 
of Alabama at Birmingham and SMU, 
dropped out in the past month. 

In singles play, the tournament 
will undoubtedly showcase some 
premier talent. KellieSchmitt of Mar-
shall will be in the spotlight, coming 
in with a national ranking of 58. hist 
year, Schmitt, who reached as high as 
No. 18 in 2006, took the C-USA Player 
of the Year award alongside several 
other honors. She was also invited 
to the NCAA tournament, but lost in 
the first round. No. 88 Natalia Bubien 
of SMU is currently the only other 
ranked C-USA singles player. 

lhe two singles standouts are 
also members of the only two ranked 
doubles teams in C-USA. Schmitt 
and her partner Karolina Soor are 
ranked 26th in the nation, while 
Bubien and fellow Mustang Pavi 
Francis sit at 41st. 

In 2007, Tulsa came away with 
the C-USA championship by blank-
ing Marshall 4-0, which Rice lost to 
in the semifinals. However, the year 
before last was an historic one for 
the Owls: Rice pulled off the upset 
victory over SMU in the conference 
finals to win the championship and 
a spot iu the NCAA tournament. In 
addition, head coach Roger White 

complex single event in track." 
Greff's performance may have 

been the most impressive in the 
toughest event, but other Owls 
succeeded in their designated ar-
eas. Freshman Becky Wade placed 
second in the steeplechase with a re-
gional qualifying and personal-best 
time of 10 minutes, 42.17 seconds, 
in only her second ever competition 
in the event. Her time, which was 
the 19th-best in the country, was 

also the second-
best in Rice his-
tory, r ight be-
hind the record 
of 10:31.57, set 
by Sarah Yod-
er (Baker '05) 
in 2006. 

The 4x400 re-
lay squad's sixth-
place finish may 
have been dis-
appointing, but 
the result was 
not representa-
tive of their per-
formance. The 
team, made up 

of seniors Desarie Walwyn and 
Chandra Ewing and sophomores 
Brittany Washington and Sarah 
Lyons, ran a regional-qualifying 
time of 3:37.68 in the penultimate 
race of the meet. Their time, along 
with Lyons' 52.5 split, was the fast-
est run by Rice since 2005, and 
the mark is now seventh-best in 
the nation. 

Two weekends ago, Rice hosted 
the Victor Lopez Bayou Classic, 
where the 4x400 relay team won 
with a time of 3:41.93. Additionally, 
sophomore Shakera Reece brought 
home two golds for Rice in the 
100- and 200-meter dashes. Lyons 
also placed second in the 400 with a 
regional qualifying time of 53.63. In a 
warmup of what was to come, Greff 

cleared a 12-7.5 vault to win the 
event and earn a place at the 
regional championships. 

Most notable, however, was 
Jimoh's long jump mark of 22-8. 

The remarkable distance not only 
qualified her for the Olympic Trials, 
but was the longest by an American 
athlete since Rose Richmond leapt 
22-9 in 2006. 

Three good reasons 
Rice students should consider 

Summer School this year: 
1. Pay full tuition for your first course arid get 

subsequent courses at half price. 

2. You ran now take up »o 12 credit hours 
during ihe summer. 

%. You no longer n e r d to apply to at tend 
Summer School. 11 you're in good standing 
al Ric e. you need only follow the simple 
registration process, 

Early session: May I ^ f ) , 2008 
General Session: June 2July 25, 2008 

For courses, flairs, registration deadlines 
and other details, see 

I 

www.gscs.rice.edusummercredit 
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received the C-USA Coach of the Year 
award and then-senior Blair DiSesa 
(Martel '06) picked up Player of the 
Year honors as well as Ail-American 
recognition. This year, Rice will likely 
receive a first round bye in the single 
elimination bracket. 

"We are very experienced with 
the conference tournament," White 
said. "Across the line, each player 
has stepped up her play of late and 
will look to continue playing well in 
the tournament." 

With all the anticipation of the 
upcoming postseason play, Rice 
maintained its focus against SMU 
last weekend in outstanding fashion. 
The Texas teams have faced each 
other many times, but never in their 
extensive history had Rice swept the 
match. This time, however, the Owls 
added a new chapter to the books by 
shutting out their Mustang foes. 

Starting off the day, the doubles 
duo of freshman Varsha Shiva-
Shankar and junior Emily Braid 
grabbed an 8-1 win over Sarah Acosta 
and Jordan Hamilton for their 11th 
consecutive doubles victory. 

After Bubien and Francis knotted 
up the doubles score, senior Tiffany 
Lee and sophomore Rebecca Lin 
pulled ahead of Kristen Reid and 
Nicole Briceno to seal the doubles 
point for Rice. 

Continuing a streak of stellar 
match play, Shiva-Shankar led 
singles off with a 6-0, 6-0 domina-
tion of Acosta. Junior Dominique 
Karas finished close behind with a 
6-1, 6-2 victory over Francis. In yet 
another straight-set triumph, Braid 
was victorious 6-4, 6-2 over Lindsay 
Norman in the five-hole to clinch the 
dual match win for Rice. 

With play continuing, sophomore 
Julie Chao picked apart long-time 
rival Bubien for a 6-4. 6-3 win, after 
which I>ee won 63, 7-5 over Reid. 
lastly, I in came from behind to defeat 
Briceno 4-6, 6-4, 1-0 (6) and sealed 
the 7-0 sweep. 

Tomorrow, the world. 
Tonight, the party. 
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In the fall of 2005, a ragtag group of ballplayers fought through obscurity and brutal beatings to 
keep their club baseball team afloat And now, four years later, the remaining originals stand as 

.i:. : 

. . . "" ' 

OF THE DIAMOND 

* 
| LAYOUT BY CASEY MICHEL 

^iilSIIIIUSTRATION BY IAN WHITE 
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At Rice, it is not difficult to 
see what reigns as king between 
the hedges : basebal l . With just 
a gl impse of the Reckling Park 
sco reboard ,p ie rc ing the n igh t ' s 
humidity with its smoky blue "R's," 
anyone can see the varsity baseball 
team's ownership of the campus. Not 
many college teams can boast a slo-

gan sans proper grammar — "Rice 
Baseball, 'Nuf f Said"—and get away 
with it, nor can many hoist a National 
Championship banner to the same 
level as the Texas State Flag. 

It is kind of an exclusive club, to 
say the least. 

So when Steve Bryant, Russell 
Kampe, Jake Schornick and Ben 

CASEY MICHEL/ THRESHER 

As the founder of the Rice club baseball team, Sid senior Steve Bryant has 
seen the team overcome numerous obstacles since its inauguration four yers 
ago. From its first nail-biting win against North Texas to a recent victory over 
former national champions Texas A&M, club baseball has succeeded against 
undeniably stiff competition. The Owls will wind down their season with a 
three-game series against conference-leading Sam Houston State this week-
end on the field of St. John's High School. 

Saidman, all seniors at different col-
leges, decided to throw their collective 
weight behind a club baseball team in 
the fall of2005, skepticism abounded. 
Not only did Riceofferonlyavery small 
pool of potential candidates to draw 
from—all the best players were mem-
bersofthedominantvarsity squad,after 
all — but the four also had no idea 
whether their team would even have a 
field to play on or funds to support it. 

And yet, four years later, club 
basebal l ha s o v e r c o m e both fi-
nancial and personal const ra ints 
to thrive in the Houston heat. No 
longer scrounging the bottom of 
the barrel to put a team together, 
the team boasts a two-person deep 
roster in addition to its distinct Nike-
sponsored threads. On the diamond, 
the Owls are no longer the doormats 
of the National Club Baseball Asso-
ciation like they 
we re in 2005: 
On March 29, 
Rice d o w n e d 
T e x a s A & M 
Universi ty 2-1 
in College Sta-
tion, Texas, to 
hand the for-
m e r n a t i o n a l 
c h a m p i o n s 
their first loss in 
15 meetings be-
tween the two 
teams. And the 
sen ior leader-
ship, which will 
b e d e p a r t i n g 
once the gradu-
ation bells ring 
in May , c a n 
safely say the 

team is no longer in dire straits. 
However, the road to success had 
its share of curveballs, especially in 
the team's formative years. 

Growing pains 
Following a baseball career at 

Houston's Memorial High School, 
Bryant entered Rice with designs 
for a club baseball team already in 
the works. Soon, with some calls to 
the NCBA headquar te rs — and a 
couple well-placed flyers — Bryant 
cobbled together a group that could 
have been taken straight out of The 
Sandlot. All different sizes, ages and 
skill levels greeted Bryant in the 

team's first meeting, but this was 
to be expected. The sheer number 
of people, however, took Bryant 
completely aback. 

"I wasn't expecting many people, 
[but J probably 40 people showed up 
with an interest in baseball," Bryant, 
a member of Sid Richardson C ollege, 
remembered . "It was a lot more 
than I had expected. I was kind of 
overwhelmed, but there was a lot 
of interest, and 1 started putting the 
pieces together." 

But this impressive display of 
interest was quickly tempered by the 
realization of Rice's academic rigors, 
and as the season commenced that 
fall, membersh ip remained dedi-
cated, but sparse at best. 

The select few who hung on 
were rewarded for their effor ts with 
playing time, but since fielding a full 

ed during the games. The sole piece of 
"uniform" attire was an uncomplicated, 
navy blue T-shirt, featuring an "R" on 
the right breast and a number splashed 
across the back. The ragtag team wore 
all different shades of pants and cleats, 
giving them a haphazard aura — the 
poor kids on the block who ever y other 
team could steamroll. 

And for a while, every team did. 
The losses piled on, and while the 
team t rudged th rough t h e sea-
son, the remaining few loyalists 
were h a m s t r u n g with injuries and 
fatigue. As Schornick, who had 
heard of the team dur ing a Softball 
LPAPwith Kampe, pointed out, the 
exhausted and bleary-eyed players 
could only be expected to do so 
much for the team. 

"The second game of the week-
end we'd be begging guys to come 

"Last year, I was eighth in the 
nation in hatting average. This year, 
Steve (Bryant) and I are both hav-
ing our worst years, hut the team has 
its best record. That speaks volumes 
about the kind of guys we have out 
here — the kind of guys who fight, 
who go up there swinging 

— J a k e S c h o r n i c k 

W i e s s C o l l e g e s e n i o r 

squad stretched the team's resourc-
es, some of Rice's lack of previous 
experience shone through. 

"Those first couple years it was 
people who just wanted to play ball 
[ but 1 who maybe hadn't played since 
Little l e ague , or who hadn't played 
at all," Kampe said." |The team ] was 
rough around the edges . I think we 
won two games that year, but we had 
a good time." 

Kampe was no exception to that 
observation — he had not played on 
an organized team since his middle 
school days. 

Adding to the ()wls' motley image 
were the patchwork outfits they sport-

out to play because people would be 
sore, we would get run-ruled — no 
one would have any fun," Schornick 
said. "It was really hard to get people 
to come back." 

It turned out that all it took for 
the stragglers to finally latch on 
was nothing more than one of the 
most dramatic, tiring wins Rice club 
baseball has ever earned. 

Finally seeing victory 
If the players felt fatigued dur-

ing the season's infancy, they were 
nearly catatonic when the series 
against the University of Nor th 

continued on next page 
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Texas rolled around. However, it 
was not the nine innings of evening 
ball which drained the winless Owls; 
rather, it was because the first game 
took place the evening of Beer-Bike 
2006 that the players had no sem-
blance of energy. 

After a day replete with water 
balloons and bike racing, arms were 
hanging as Rice took the field against 
the Mean Green. Fortunately, 
then-Wiess freshman Yaw Temeng 
showed up with the reserve not com-

park maintenance corps took care 
of the darkness trapping both 
squads, and after 30 minutes, the 
lights were back on. However, the 
seventh inning's drama was not 
over, for one decision was left to 
be made. 

"[The coaches] were just two 
guys who were trying to have fun or 
whatever, and while they're coaching 
our game, one of them just had a 
cigar the whole time in the dugout," 
Bryant recalled. "In the seventh in-

(Sid Rich '07) kept Rice within a 
run entering the bottom of the 
final inning. T .rely docs a pitcher 
get the chance to redeem himself 
with a bat; rarer still does a pitcher 
have a walk-off hit. But in keeping 
with the theme of that weekend, the 
unlikely happened — with Bryant 
stuck at third and Schornick sitting 
on second, Perez roped a double 
into left field, plating the runners 
and clinching the improbable 3-2 
win for the Owls. 

"In the seventh inning, (the coach) said, 
'Hey, V m going to go to the store. You 
guys want some beer?' We kind of look 
up at him [and say,] 'Beer? We're play-
ing a sport.1 So he says, 'Gatorade? Or 
beer?' When we don't respond, he says, 
'OK, 111 go get both.'" 

— Steve Bryant 
Sid Rich College senior 

monly seen in a game with as little 
fanfare — or hope — as that day. 

Miraculously, the Owls exited 
the seventh-inning stretch cling-
ing to a 2-1 lead. But just when it 
seemed that Rice could finally see 
the light at the end of the tunnel, it 
went out — literally. 

"We get out there and we're tired 
as hell, but we have a really good 
pitcher on the mound and somehow 
we all get into the game," Bryant 
explained. "[Then] the lights were 
off for a good 30 minutes and came 
off mid-pitch, so we were afraid that 
we were going to have to cancel the 
game. And it was pretty cutthroat, 
because we were up by one, and 
we were worried that we wouldn't 
have the same dynamic [if the game 
was postponed]." 

In the end, Bryan t ' s fears were 
unrealized — a quick call to the 

ning, he said, 'Hey, I'm going to go to 
the store. You guys want some beer?' 
We kind of look up at him [and say,! 
'Beer? We're playing a sport. ' So he 
says, 'Gatorade? Or beer?' When we 
don't respond, he says, 'OK, I'll go 
get both.'" 

Since the "coaches" — two local 
volunteers who eventually parted 
ways with team — elected to make 
the decision, the players were free to 
focus on the game. And as the final 
out was tallied in the ninth inning, 
Rice club baseball's first win entered 
the record books. 

The weariness the Owls felt the 
morning after was comparable to 
the aftereffects of a successful Vegas 
outing, but it could not stop the team 
from an encore. Although the Mean 
Green batted around for a win in the 
first game of the day's double-head-
er, then-junior pitcher Dan Perez 

Nurturing consistency 
With the experience of success 

firmly under their belts, the Owls 
set their sights in the following sea-
sons on greater consistency and the 
growth of team cohesiveness. While 
the first practices of each season 
remained the most populated, sub-
sequent drop-off was not nearly as 
dramatic as in the inaugural season. 
Soon, the team showcased a lineup 
brimming in both numbers and tal-
ent, as well as the unused uniforms 
of the varsity team — although 
those jerseys were usually of the 
XXL variety. 

Schornick, who walked on to the 
varsity baseball team as a catcher 
but was later cut because of finan-
cial constraints, said that while the 
wins remained few, the team gelled 
th rough both c o m m i t m e n t and, 
unfortunately, struggles. 

F 

CASEY MICHEL/THRESHER 

Embre Smith, a sophomore at Jones, pivots on a cutoff to home during a drill on t.ie 
IM Fields. Since construction on the new Rec Center began last month, the club 
baseball team was forced to move ort-campus practice elsewhere. 

CASEY MICHELy THRESHER 

Rom left to right, Brown freshman Red Carbone, Jones sophomore Matt Welngast and Lovett sophomore Dave Garland 
saunter toward the outfield during a recent practice. Welngast replaced Steve Bryant as the team's president earlier 
this year, and the squad Immediately saw changes — Instead of reused Jerseys from varsity baseball, the team soon 
sported Nike-sponsored mesh uniforms during games. 

"First and foremost, guys show-
ing up to pract ice cons i s t en t ly 
[helped]," the Wiess college senior 
observed. "Playing together, turning 
double plays in practice — it's huge, 
just getting used to each other. It's 
a whole other level to team cama-
raderie. We've gone through so 
many losses and so many practices, 
and guys [have] been out here loss 
after loss. It's an 'adversity builds 
character' deal." 

The Aggie adversary 
T h o u g h the talent level had 

risen considerably since those days 
of uniform uncertainty, one thing 
had not changed: Every time Rice 
played Texas A&M, a team that had 
150 people show up to club baseball 
tryouts in 2007, the Owls would 
lose. Badly. 

So when the team took its caravan 
to College Station, Texas, on March 
29, they were only grasping at faint 
strands of hope that they might fi-
nally make it their year. After the first 
two games of the series ended with 
the Owls on the black-and-blue side 
of run-rule bruisings, any chance of 
grabbing an elusive win looked as 
unlikely as ever. Only one chance 
remained for the team to earn a win 
for the seniors. 

Apparently, that was all the mo-
mentum it took, because in one of 
the school's greatest upsets since 
the 1994 football victory over the 
University of Texas, Rice came out 
on top. The defense was fluid, the 
hitting was timely, and the pitching 
was worthy of a look from Wayne 
Graham. The game-changing mo-
ment pitted junior Leo Car ter on the 
hill against a hulking, 250 lb. fo rmer 
Division I recruit with the bases 
loaded. Showcasing a knee-buckling 
curveball, Carter whiffed the batter 
to preserve the slim lead. 

"[We] hit die ball well, didn't make 
any errors, ended up pulling out a 
real tough one," sophomore Matt 
Weingast, the team's new president, 
said. "We executed everywhere we 
needed to. They had a lot of people 
there, and it was great. You could tell 
they didn't expect it. They were pretty 
frustrated — it kind of felt good." 

'Hie nail-biter moved the Owls 
to 3-3 on the year and was sweet 
justification for the seniors, who had 
endured a 14-game losing streak at 
the hands of Texas A&M. 

"That [win] cements the fact 
that we're a lot more competitive 
of a team," Bryant stated. 'That we 
were able to pull one win out of it 
was, you could say, a milestone, and 
shows that we've been improving 
every year." 

Saying goodbye 
Maybe you've seen them on 

the Intramural Fields, tossing the 
baseball around like the campus 
Goliaths many mistake them for. 
Maybe you've seen t h e m post-
game at Fuddruckers , the script 
"Rice" emb lazon ing the i r once 
bleach-white jerseys dirtied by a 
home-plate hook slide. But af ter 
this year, you will no longer see 
the originals. Diplomas beckon, 
and soon those who got the whee ls 
of the team moving will, like the 
Brooklyn Dodgers or New York 
Giants of old, be gone. 

For Schornick, the future looks 
bright, but he gives all the credit 
to Bryant. 

"We've got a core of l eaders 
in position now. which is huge 
because Steve has done so much ," 
Schornick said. "Steve dese rves 
so much credit for get t ing this 
thing off the ground and keeping 
it going, but now we've got o ther 
guys stepping up. ...Look at it this 
way — last year, I was eighth in the 
nation in batting average. This year, 
Steve and I are both having our 
worst years, but the team has its 
best record. That speaks volumes 
about the kind of guys we have out 
h e r e — the kind of guys who fight, 
who go up there swinging, who 
aren't intimidated by guys who have 
transferred from Division 1 baseball 
to play club baseball at A&M." 

H i e future of Rice club baseball 
is in safe hands, and as those who 
s tar ted the team now leave the 
campus, it is clear that baseball is 
still king at Rice. But the crown, so 
long located solely at Reckling Park, 
is now shared. 
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BASKETBALL 
From page 1 

in the lives of others, and I want 
our players to be successful in 
everything they do," Braun said. 
"I met with the team [on Monday,] 
and I communicated to them that 
a learning curve is not a straight 
line, and it never has been. Ev-
ery success involves adversity 
and challenges." 

The search process employed by 
Del Conte utilized both the Parker 
Executive Search firm and former 
players, including Bobby Tudor 
(Hanszen *82) and Ricky Pierce (Will 
Rice '83), and began immediately 
after Willis' departure. But accord-
ing to Tudor, once Braun's name 
surfaced as a potential candidate, his 
credentials sealed their choice. 

"If you had told us at the begin-
ning of the process that we could 
have a coach that has gone to the 
Sweet 16 twice with two different 
teams [and] who understands hav-
ing an athletic program that is con-
sistent with the academic mission 
of the university and believes in [it], 
would we take him,"Tudor said. "We 
would have said, 'Absolutely—we'll 
take him.'" 

Braun immediately interviewed, 
and once the position was offered, 
said he made the decision quickly. 

"I'm not a guy that takes a long 
time to make a lot of decisions," he 
said. "I think being indecisive is 
not a great quality. [But] when Rice 
University and Del Conte called, 
to me, that was a perfect fit. I've 
got a lot of passion, I've got a lot of 
energy in coaching, and to do that 
at Rice, it's huge. Rice represents 
everything I believe a university 
should have." 

Obstacles that faced Wilson in his 
final season will, if construction goes 
according to plan, vanish by the time 
Braun's first season commences. 

The renovations to Autry Court, 
which have been ongoing all year 
and forced the 
2007-'08 bas-
ketball team to 
play all of their 
"home" games 
on the road, are 
set to be com-
pleted this fall. 
And while injuries 
sidelined four of 
the team's five 
opening day star t-. 
ers for nearly the 
entire campaign, 
none of the mala-
dies should carry 
over into the up-
coming season. 

Braun is no 
stranger to en-
tering a new pro-
gram coming off a 
season of difficul-
ties. Braun's pre-
decessor at Cal, 
Todd Bozeman, 
was accused of 
paying a player's 
family travel ex- ———— 
penses to see the 
team play. As part of the punishment 
from the NCAA Cal received three 
years of probation, beginning with 
Braun's first year on the job. 

The coach also had to deal with 

''The [Rice] players 
have had to endure 
challenges, have had to4 

endure being displaced, 
have had to endure 
playing without a home 
court. That's not easy in 
today's game of college 
basketball. But because 
of the experience this 
team went through, I 
think that good things 
will happen." 

— Ben Braun 
Men's basketball head coach 

two years of renovations to the 
team's home arena, a situation simi-
lar to what Rice faced last season. 

While the situations of his first 
years at Cal and the current state 
of Rice basketball obviously differ, 
Braun said the immense challenges 

he and the team 
are facing will 
be t ter prepare 
them for the road 
ahead. 

"I came to 
Cal, [to] a pro-
gram that was 
on probation and 
lost some schol-
arships," Braun 
sa id . " T h o s e 
things can really 
plant the seeds 
of moving for-
ward. The [Rice] 
players have had 
to endure chal-
lenges, have had 
to endure being 
displaced, have 
had to endure 
playing without 
a home court. 
That's not easy 
in today's game 
of college basket-
ball. Butbecause 

— — - — of the experience 
this team went 

through, I think that good things 
will happen." 

Braun said he hopes to assemble 
the rest of his staff and introduce 
them to the team within the week. 

COLWICK 
From page 16 
other success story from the week-
end's races. His 7,157 points put him 
above the NCAA provisional mark of 
6,900 total points. 

As of last weekend's meet, five 

Owls have already achieved some sort 
of NCAA-qualifying standard just four 
competitions into the season, which 
is a higher number than the team 
recorded all of last season. 

Call and you could save. 
Class dismissed. 

Convenient local office 

Money-saving discounts 

Low down payments 

Monthly payment plans 

24-hour service and claims 

Coverage available by phone 

Local Office 

-ykfy w* 

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE. 

Geico Direct 
5404 Bell a ire Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77401 

713-665-4667 
Some discounts, coveiaaes, payment plans, and features are not available m all states or in aH GEICO companies. Government employees 

Insurance Co. GEICO Genera! Insurance Co GEICO Indemnity Co. GEICO Casualty Co These companies ate subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway inc. 

GEICO auto insurance is not available in MA GEICC): Washington. DC 20076 © 2007 GEICO The GEICO gecko image 9 GEICO 1999-2007 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Basketball blends brains with 
Braun to bring back buzz 

The first thing I noticed about 
Ben Braun during the press con-
ference announcing his hiring last 
Monday was his clothing. Usually, 
new head coaches are dressed in 
their finest suits, trying to make a 
good first impression on skeptical 
alumni and fans. But Braun, the new 
men's basketball coach, walked into 
the media spotlight in a Rice polo 
shirt and sweat pants. 
He made it clear he was 
already hard at work 
rebuilding a somewhat 
broken program. 

"Excuse my working 
clothes," Braun said. 
'Today is my first day 
on the job." 

If you don't know that 
much about Braun and 
his past history, fear not I 
think we have the perfect 
man for the job. You see, 
Braun has a habit of turning around 
struggling programs and creating 
winners. Before he began coaching at 
Eastern Michigan in 1985, the school 
had never made the NCAA Tourna-
ment. By the time Braun moved on in 
1996, the Eagles had made three trips 
to the Big Dance. In 1991, they made it 
to the Sweet 16 as the No. 12 seed, and 
in 1996, they beat national powerhouse 
Duke in the first round. 

Then there was the University 
of California. When Braun arrived 
at Berkeley, he inherited a program 
that was struggling with probation 
and subsequent scholarship restric-
tions, but in his first year on the job, 
Braun defied expectations to earn 
Pac-10 Coach of the Year honors 
and another Sweet 16 appearance. 
When Cal's home gym was being 
renovated for two seasons, Braun 
refused to let the loss of an on-
campus facility hinder his team. In 
their last year off-campus, Cal won 
the NIT championship. 

At a school not known for much 
athletic success in the "money 
sports" of basketball and football, 
Braun flourished. He was able to 
challenge UCLA, Stanford and 
Arizona in the Pac-10 for top players 
such as current NBA forward Leon 
Powe, who may soon be hoisting the 
NBA Championship trophy with the 
Boston Celtics. In a word, he made 
Cal basketball relevant. 

To say that Rice basketball needs 
the same boost Braun gave Eastern 
Michigan and Cal would be like saying 
the Houston Astros need some better 
pitching. The program's struggles are 
just not limited to the court. Though 

Justin Hudson 

last year's games were all off-campus 
because of the renovation of Autry, 
attendance was still appalling. Inter-
est in the program is probably at an 
all-time low Students and alumni are 
apathetic at best, and the average 
Houstonian barely knows the team 
exists. Athletic Director Chris Del 
Conte wants to put butts in the seats 
at the renovated Autry Court, and 

in Braun he has a coach 
committed to getting the 
community interested. 

Besides a public re-
lations makeover, the 
program obviously needs 
to win more games. Ex-
cept for Memphis, which 
choked away a national 
championship last Mon-
day, Conference USA is 
very much wide open. 
Even in a 3-27 season, 
the team proved that it 

could at least be competitive with most 
conference teams. It is Braun's job to 
find talent to turn a lot of those close 
calls into victories. 

Fortunately, Braun has proven 
himself to be an excellent recruiter 
of athletic and intellectual talent. He 
has sent over a dozen players to the 
NBA, and his most famous player, 
Tony Gonzalez, is an All-Pro tight 
end for the NFL's Kansas City Chiefs. 
But just as impressively, Braun had 
15 players placed on the Pac-10 All-
Academic team during his 12 years, 
with at least one player in the group 
for the past eight straight seasons. 
He has also successfully recruited in 
two areas, the Detroit metro area and 
Califor nia, where competition for top 
high school players is fierce. This 
experience should help him navigate 
the recruiting battlefields of both 
Houston and Texas as a whole. 

It takes a special coach to succeed 
at Rice, someone who understands the 
unique aspects of the Rice community 
and does his best to uphold those 
qualities. We have already seen what 
happens when coaches cannot handle 
the task — does the name "Todd Gra-
ham" ring a bell? As Braun stated in 
his press conference, Rice's academic 
standards and small alumni base are 
not obstacles blocking our potential, 
but opportunities for him to build a 
winning program that the entire Rice 
community can be proud of. 

And if he has to show up to press 
conferences in work clothes, then 
so be it. 

Justin Hudson is a Martel College se-
nior and women's basketball writer. 
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Men's tennis regroups, trashes Aggies THANKS 
by Casey Michel 

THRESHER EUriDRAI. STAFF 

Just when it seemed that the 
wheels had fallen off of the men's 
tennis team's season, the repairman 
showed up in the guise cfTexas A&M 
University. On a tense senior night 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium last 
Wednesday, No. 24 Rice defeated the 
21 st-ranked Aggies 4-3 to patch their 
wounds from back-to-back losses 
against Conference USA foes. 

While the losses to No. 9 Univer-
sity of Tulsa and No. 60 Southern 
Methodist University may have 
squashed Rice's hopes at hosting an 
NCAA Regional, the Owls, currently 
13-7 on the year, will get a chance to 
redeem themselves in the upcoming 
C-USA Tournament. Rice will enter 
the tournament, scheduled for April 
18-20 in Dallas, as the No. 2 seed for 
the second consecutive year. 

However, Rice hopes its result 
this season is better than that of its 
last two campaigns—the Owls have 
fallen to the University of Tulsa in 
the championship match the past 
two years. This year, the Golden 
Hurricane, who beat the Owls 4-1 
on April 2, look like the team to beat 
once again: Tulsa has won 13 of its 
last 15 matches behind stellar play 
from No. 24 Arnau Brugues. 

If the Owls manage to escape 
the only top 10 team in C-USA, they 
will still have a full palette of other 
opponents to contend with. Southern 
Methodist University, ranked 46th 
and playing in front of its home 
court, will be coming off a season in 
which they not only slammed Rice 
5-0 but also beat No. 36 University of 
California-Berkeley and barely lost 
4-3 to then-No. 9 Notre Dame. And al-
though the final ranked team, No. 67 
University of Alabama-Birmingham, 
may notfeature anyone in the top 125, 

the Blazers went a remarkable 
4-0 in conference play during the 
regular season. 

If there is anything positive to 
be culled from Rice's recent cold 
stretch, it is that they recently had the 
opportunity to scout their competi-
tion first-hand. Of course, the same 
could be said for the two teams they 
recently faced, but assistant coach 
Efe Ustundag (Baker '99) said it may 
be difficult for their opponents to earn 
repeat success. 

THIS WEEKEND 
C-USA Tournament 

When: April 18-20 
Where: SMU Tennis 
Center, Dallas, Texas 
Last Year: Rice hosted 
the C-USA Tournament 
but fell to Tulsa in the 
finals for the second 
straight year. 

"Both [Tulsa and SMU] are 
good, but they are very beatable," 
Ustundag said. "It's never easy to 
beat the same team twice in one year, 
but at the same time, the confidence 
will be on their side as we match up. 
We've got to go out there to prove 
[...] that we are better, and we are 
a top 16 team." 

If the Owls are to have any sort 
of shot at winning next week, they 
will need to return to the form they 
displayed before their contest with 
the Golden Hurricane, which was 
moved from Jake Hess Tennis Sta-
dium to the Downtown Club at the 
Met because of rain. Rice was com-

ing off a three-match winning streak 
before running into the Tulsa lineup, 
which grabbed wins at the top two 
spots for a 2-0 lead. 

After Will Gray stretched the 
lead to 3-0 with a 6-4, 7-6 (6) win 
over sophomore Chong Wang, 
sophomore Dennis Polyakov got 
Rice on the board with a 4-6, 6-3, 
6-2 victory. Senior Filip Zivojinovic 
blazed out to a first-set win, but his 
opponent, Albert Sottocorno, took 
nine of the next ten games to seal 
the 4-1 triumph for Tulsa. 

Four days later, Rice got a glimpse 
of what the conference tournament 
will be like by traveling to Dal-
las, Texas, to take on SMU. The 
Mustangs, ranked 60th at the time, 
looked to be an easy target for the 
higher-ranked Owls, but SMU came 
out quick with two wins in doubles 
to take the 1-0 advantage. 

Before the Owls had a chance to 
regroup in singles, the Mustangs 
rattled off four consecutive straight-
set wins to hand Rice arguably its 
worst defeat of the season. 

Returning to Jake Hess on 
Wednesday against Texas A&M, the 
Owls began their final homestand of 
the year in strong fashion, but could 
nut put together enough rallies to 
clinch a tough doubles point. 

Singles, however, was another 
story. After sophomore Bruno Rosa, 
ranked 27th in the nation, stymied 
No. 15 Conor Pollock, the two teams 
split matches to knot the score at 
2-2. No. 49 junior Christoph Miil-
ler put No. 90 Will Spencer on the 
backburner with a tiebreaker win. 
Polyakov then clinched the match 
with a gutsy, three-set victory. 

"There were a couple of tight 
sets and we came back with the big 
shots." Ustundag said. "We came 
out and we were playing with some 
pride today." 

From page 16 

flew somewhat below the radar all 
season — were able to bring down 
the glitterati of Memphis and win a 
somewhat "quiet championship" in 
memorable fashion. Their outstand-
ing play against Davidson, this year's 
Cinderella team, propelled them to 
the Final Four, and by prolonging 
that level of intensity, the Jayhawks 
ensured the championship will be 
returning to Lawrence with them 

after a twenty-year respite. 
Finally, thank you to Kansas for 

being considerate enough to win it 
all, since, for a University of North 
Carolina fan, it makes the tourna-
ment outcome a little bit easier to 
swallow knowing the Tar Heels lost 
to the best. 

Natalie Clericuzio is a Wiess College 
freshman and assistant sports editor. 

LAUREN SCHOEFFLER /THRESHER 

The Memphis Showboat floats again 
Memphis' Joey Dorsey attempts a tayup during the NCAA Sweet 16 
Southern Regional at Reliant Center. The Tigers defeated Texas to win 
the Southern Regional on their way to the national title game, where 
they tell to the Jayhawks 75-68 in overtime. ! 
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Sunday, April 13,2008 
Noon - 9pm 

Rice University • Di Fields 2/3 
Free Admission • Free Beer 

www.ktru.org 
Featuring: 

Rachel Buchman 

Taylor/Dove/Cogburn Trio 

:::KAI/ROS::: 

Nosaprise 

Parts & Labor 

m m , m m w Ik 

• 

m 

JjPSi fig 

% 

1 m 

A m 

mm 

Sponsored by: 

CScHISi | l | l i Hrotota 4|u^ p * * j s L . 
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Offense edges defense 44-43 
to round out spring season 

by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRKSHER STAFF 

Whether it is new positions or in-
novative techniques, spring football 
is a time for learning. 

Because of its didactic nature, it was 
no surprise that the offense's4443win 
overthe defense in the spring game was 
sloppy. The contest was the capstone to 
an entire semester of practice, which 
saw much improvement and change 
for many of Rice's players. 

The scrimmage utilized a scoring 
system that awarded points to the 
offense for explosive plays, sustained 
drives and conventional methods of 
scoring. The defense notched points 
by forcing turnovers, making tackles 
for loss, forcing fumbles and holding 
the offense to three plays before a 
settling for punt. 

With this sort of scoring system, a 
high score is fairly indicative of incon-
sistencies on both sides of the ball. A 
few of the offense's points came off of 
"conventionaT'scoresattheendoflong 
successful drives, but most resulted 
from singular big plays, instead. 

However, according to head coach 
David Bailiff, the game displayed acon-
sistency lacking at this time last year. 

"The overall thing to take from the 
spring is that we're definitely better 
than at any time last season," he said. 
"We have an understanding of what 
we want to do." 

Offensively, few new formations 
and plays were revealed, but the 
short passing game did look slightly 
more timing-based and intricate. 
Many quick bubble screens and 
inside hitches were paired with com-
plimentary routes that created space 
for the Owls' quick receivers to make 
defenders miss. Freshman receiver 
James Casey, enjoying a spring in 

which he finds himself able to focus 
on just one position, had six catches 
in the scrimmage. 

"It was real fun to move positions 
and playalotofthingslastyear,"Casey 
said." [ But ] I was doing so many differ-
ent things last year I couldn't ever get 
really good at one thing—it was one 
of those jack-of-all-trades, master of 
none situations. Now that I know what 
I'm doing, know what position I'm at, 
I know... I can do what I've got to do 
to get the team better." 

Another bright spot on the of-
fensive side of the ball was the play 
of freshman walk-on receiver Jaim in 
Shah. At the end of the first half, Shah 
caughtacoupleofpassesin alate drive 
by the second-team offense, helping 
set up a field-goal opportunity. 

JuniorquarterbackChaseClement 
and junior receiver Jarret Dillard both 
had strong performances in prepara-
tion for their final season. While nei-
ther dazzled with spectacular plays, 
both had solid performances and 
made few mistakes. 

The defense featured a few new 
faces, including both freshman 
lineman Davon Primus — who had 
previously been on the offensive 
line — and sophomore defensive 
tackle ChanceTalbert—who played 
tight end on last year's squad and 
was forced to abbreviate his spring 
training as he ventured to help the 
depleted men'sbasketball team make 
it through this past season. 

However, Talbert shone in the 
spring game, drawing several double 
teams and putting pressure on the 
quarterback while he was on the 
field. Senior Bencil Smith, who sat out 
nearly all of last season with a knee 
injury, made a return to safety, help-
ing the play of the defensive backfield 
improve markedly over last year. 

• 

IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

Rice president David Leebron puts on the headset and calls in plays for the spring football scrimmage March 29. In his 
rush to share his vision for the second quarter, the rookie coach forgot to take the tag off his cap. Neverthless, with his 
help, the offense pulled out an encouraging victory with some last-minute heroics from senior quarterback Chase Clem-
ent. who threw an 18-yard pass down the middle of the field to senior received Tommy Henderson, breaking the tie. 

Meet A m b e r Benson 
T a r a " f r o m t v ' s tii-

Saturday , May 3 rd 
3 : 0 0 p m 

VADA Theater 
Rice Media Center 

Southwest Alternate Media Project & Benson Entertainment 
present 

Lovers, Liars and Lunatics 
A Film By Amber Benson 

S W A M P 
Q & A with Amber Benson Following Screening 

Reception Sponsored by Women in Film & Television 

Actress/filmmaker Amber Benson's second feature 
"Lovers, Liars and Lunatics" is something of a marvel, a really 
tight, consistently entertaining and inventive little film that is 

impressive technically and artistically. 
—David Greenberg (indietalk.com) 

Tickets: $10 - General Admission, $8 - Students 

For more information and to purchase tickets, 
go to www.swamp.org or call 713-522-8592 x 2. 

BASEBALL 
From page 16 

hitter Aaron Luna is tied for third 
in runs scored. 

Despite its gaudy statistics, the 
vaunted Rice offense could do little 
against the arms of the Golden 
Eagles two weekends ago. The 
Owls dropped the first game 1-0 as 
Southern Miss ace Barry Bowden 
went 8.2 innings and struck out 10, 
only allowing four Owl hits. Berry 
countered with an impressive 8.1 
innings and 13 strikeouts of his own, 
but a solo home run in the first inning 
from Trey Sutton proved enough to 
win the game. 

Rice roared back the next day 
with a well-rounded 9-0 victory, rifl-
ing 6.2 strong innings from Kelley 
for the triumph. 

In the rubber game of the series, 
the Owls fought back twice from 
early deficits, but despite having the 
bases loaded in the bottom of the 
ninth inning, they could not push 
across the tying run and lost 8-7. 
The second defeat of the weekend 
concluded Rice's first home series 
loss since April 2001. 

For most teams, facing Texas 
(22-10) just after a poor home per-

formance would be a tough pill to 
swallow. But for Rice, the Longhorns 
were just what the doctor ordered. 
Although Texas took an early lead in 
the second inning, Evers and Price 
combined to hold the Longhorns 
scoreless for the rest of the game, 
giving the offense time to cement 
the 7-3 victory. The Owls had a 
little help along the way — Texas 
committed five errors on the day, 
including one in the ninth inning 
that helped Rice tack on three in-
surance runs. 

On the road trip to Memphis, 
Tenn. three days later, the Owls 
won both games of a doubleheader 
on Saturday before completing the 
sweep of the Tigers (12-19, 3-6 C-
USA) with a 7-6 nail-biter on Sunday. 
Berry and Kelley combined to 
hold Memphis to just one run in 
18 innings of play, and the Owls' 
offense was effective and efficient, 
turning walks and singles into runs 
on multiple occasions. 

Tuesday night, the ()wls defeated 
Lamar (20-9) by a score of 13-5, as 
Luna and senior first baseman J. P. 
Padron had three hits apiece. 

BASEBALL SCHEDULE/RESULTS 
Date Opponent Score 

April 6 Memphis 7-6 (W) 

April 8 Lamar 13-5 (W) 

Notable Performance 

Luna 2-5, 2 HR, 2 RBI 

Luna 34 , HR, 2 RBI 

Date Opponent Location Time 

April 11 UAB Reckling Park 6:30 p.m. 

April 12 UAB Reckling Park 2 p.m. 

April 13 UAB Reckling Park Noon 

April 15 Texas A&M College Station 6:30 p.m. 

April 18 East Carolina Reckling Park 6:30 p.m. 

April 19 East Carolina Reckling Park 7 p.m. 

http://www.swamp.org
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HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: sgm@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

FROM THE EDITOR S DESK: 
Phrases I would like to see 
brought back into common usage: 
1. Balls to the Wall 

SATURDAY 

If you don't register by NOW 
You get charged a fee. All 
you have to do is sign up for 
12 hours and you're se t You 
can change them later. Dead-
line (presumably) is 5 p.m. 
That's what they usually are. 

Sweet Deal 
Lucky dog, you, there're 
still 22 hours left in RTV5's 
seventh annual 24-Hour 
Show! It's a pretty literal title: 
There are straight shows and 
broadcasts for 24 hours, start-
ing at 10 p.m. Thursday and 
running until 10 p.m. tonight. 
You can score some air-time, 
drinks and a spot in a Super 
Smash Bros Brawl tourna-
ment! Hot dignity dog (thank 
you, auto-correct). 

It has very little to do 
with space travel 

The Rice Native Ameri-
can Student Association's 
(RNASA) 10th annual Pow-
wow. The event runs from 
6 - 9 p.m. on IM Field 7, next 
to Autry. Enjoy culture, food, 
dancing, company and music. 

G o Willy G o 

It's been 20 years since Wil-
ly's Statue was turned around 
by a bunch of students using 
just an A-Frame. Have you 
ever seen Willy face Fondren? 
Not likely. Celebrate the 
event and watch the world 
premiere 0 think) of the 
documentary, "180: 'Hie Spin 
on Willy's Statue," by Theresa 
Bujnoch. The thing starts at 
6:30 p.m. in the Rice Media 
Center with a second showing 
at 7:30 p.m. 

I like to grade my students on 
their comedic timing 

The Rice Theatre program 
presents David Ives' All In 
The Timing, a quintet of short 
plays by David Ives. You've 
already missed three show-
ings, but there are three 
more! Redemption is spelled 
A-LrLrl-N-T-H-E-T-I-M-I-N-G 
and starts at 8 p.m tonight 
and tomorrow, and Sunday 
at 2 p.m. All the shows are in 
Hamman Hall; tickets are $5. 
Call (713) 348-PIAY (7529) 
for reservations. 

Oh. My. God. Becky, Look at 
her butt. 

That's what says '90s to me. 
But, no matter what your 
'90s anthem is, you can have 
a wicked good old school 
time at Baker's '90s Prom 
Party (theme: Rollin' with the 
Homies). In classic style, it's 
10 p.m. - 2 a.m, in the classic 
Baker Commons. 

42 
Get SASy (I think I used that 
last semester) 

But it's appropriate for the 
South Asian Society's spring 
show, "Curry, This Is Why 
I'm Hot." One night only, 
featuring music, dancing, 
drama and food, starting 
at 6:30 p.m. in the RMC's 
Grand Hall. Tickets are $6 
for Rice peeps, $9 for non-
Rice, or you might be able to 
snag some cheaper fares at 
your college. 

It's music mayheim 
Wiess' JamFest (a redun-
dant combination of Jambo-
ree and Festival?) is today 
from 4 p.m. - 2 a.m. Inter-
estingly, it also includes 
some bands and shares the 
uncanny resemblance to 
KTRU's Outdoor Show in 
that I haven't heard of many 
of them. But I think these 
ones are all from Rice: Priya 
and Jane, The tamborine 
and the bear, The Social 
Insects, Sam, The Ugly one 
and His Gentlemen, The 
Laundry, Plane of Exis-
tence, The Marrows, Tody 
Costillo, and Abinader. 
There ' s free beer from 10 
p.m. - whenever it runs out. 
(The stated time is 2 a.m. 
but if you've been to Pub 
Night you know it probably 
won't last four hours. That 
means go early.) Yada yada, 
it's in the Acabowl. 

SUNDAY 

tru dat. double tru. 
KfRU's 17th annual Outdoor 
Show, featuring a bunch of 
bands I've never heard of... 
ixrhaps you have: Rachel 
Buchman, Flying Balalaika 
Brothers, Miles Ahead, Social 
Insects, :::KAI/ROS:::, Balacla-
vas, Nosaprise, Dead PA and 
Parts & Labor. The show is 
open to the public on IM Fields 
2 and 3, which — by some ar-
cane numbering system — are 
across from the Jones School. 
Noon to 9 p.m; I'm told there 
will be beer of the free and root 
(also free) varieties. 

WEDNESDAY 16 
Chat it up 

The President 's Office 
Hour is today, 3-4 p.m. in 
the President 's Office on 
the 4th floor of the Allen 
Center. Go and talk to our 
es teemed leader about 
pretty much anything, from 
what I unders tand. There ' s 
also a decent chance you 
get your picture in the 
Thresher if you do... 

FRIDAY 
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Edgy by Edge-west 
Rice Dance Theatre's spring 
concert, Dancing on the Edge, 
is tonight at 8 p.m. in Hamman 
Hall. Featuring the chore-
ography of Christine Lidvall, 
Rebecca Vails, Toni Valle and 
students Emily Jacob, Lizzie 
Leslie, Marie McKinnon, Nan-
cy O'Connor, Rebecca Philips 
and Jennie Wilburn. I've heard 
that the Rice Owls Dance 
Team is also going to perform 
in a guest spot. Tickets are $5 
for students, $7 general admis-
sion. For reservations, call 
(713) 348-PIAY (7529). 

If you can make sense of this gibberish, 
you should be the Thresher's new 

WEB EDITOR. 
email thresher@rice.edu 

I N T E R W E B S ! 
T T • 

Whe re you can crash arid get 
your news at the same time. 

Register online now and get the 
hews right in your inbox. It's like 
exploring the universe from the 

comfort of your own home. 

• V 

WWW.RICETHRESHER.ORG 

News. Ev re. The Thresher. 

mailto:sgm@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.RICETHRESHER.org
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Open claims that it will represent "a wide range of 
perspectives." But it is missing a very important 

one... MINE! That's right, Open rejected my 
submission. For real. No joke. 

Open? More like Closed! More like closed minded! 
Am I right? Well never fear, you won't have to 

submit to the fascist, pro-censorship sex-gestapo 
that is Open. Here is the submission that Open 

didn't want you to see! Let freedom ring! 

The Backpage is for the something 
something, intended to provoke eye 
roils and anticipation of a new BPE. 
The topics of the Backpage will 
somehow use Backpage as a verb in 
some witty twist of language that will 
get old after the first five minutes. 
Burn down Rice. 

A very open interpretation of 
Sixpence None the Richer's "Kiss Me." 

You may think that Kiss Me is a sickeningly sweet, Teenybopper 
song featured in way too many movie kiss scenes. But like Shake-
speare's sonnets or anything by Walt Whitman, a literary analysis 
of the lyrics reveals a tawdry tale of drugs and sexual perversion. 

Kiss m e out of the bea rded barley Lift your o p e n h a n d 

As I walk a round our dear 
campus, it always seems that one 
question haunts the minds of Joe 
and Jane Everystudent: What's it 
like to have sex with you, Evan? 

Yes, I know I'm a hot commodity 
around here - a man with suavery, 
chutzpah and panache. Heck, I've 
got panache coming out the wazoo. 
Out the ying-yang, even! Because 
that's where it comes from. So it's 
no wonder that my sexy sexiness of 
sex having is on the tippy-top of the 
cerebral cortex of every undergrad 
(and even graduate student, profes-
sors and alumni). So what is it like 
to have sex with me, Evan? 

Well, let's look to those tra-
ditional, if stinky, cont inental 
lovemakers: The French. Yes, those 
cheese-eating surrender monkeys 
must be excellent seducers if they 
can get all that rompin' while refus-
ing to wear deodorant. Anyways, 
they refer to the orgasm, the real 
meat and potatoes of the coital 
act, as la petite mort, aka, the little 
death. But when it comes to sex 

with me, Evan, there's nothing little 
about it. in fact, it should be called 
el muertogrande. But, whatever you 
call it, sex with me, Evan, is a lot 
like death. And like death, there are 
five stages of dealing with it. 

1. Denial: There is no way I had sex 
with Evan. 

2. Anger: Why did I have sex with 
Evan. It's not fair! 

3. Bargaining: Oh God, please 
make it so I did not have sex 
with Evan. 

4. Depression: Oh God, oh God, 
oh God. Why did I have sex 
with Evan? 

5. Acceptance: Well, I guess I had 
sex with Evan. 

See, its just that simple. In fact, 
after reading over those steps, its 
like you've had sex with me, Evan, 
just right now. Amazing, isn't it? 
Now you know, and knowledge is 
power. And rape is a crime about 
power. So you can sort of 1 say I just 
raped you. But please don't. 

The "bearded barley" represents that 

they are drinking beer, and probably 

drunk, when kissing. 

Nightly, bes ide the green, green 

grass 

The "green, green grass" obviously 

represents marijuana, which they are 

smoking while kissing. 

Swing, swing, swing the sp inn ing 

s tep 

The "swing"ing going on indicates 

that these two kissers will switch 

partners and thus are swingers. 

You wear those shoes a n d I will 

wear that dress. 

These two people also don very spe-

cific items of clothing in preparation 

for kissing, obviously indicated that 

they are into cosplay. 

[Chorus:] 

Oh, kiss m e b e n e a t h the milky 

twilight 

This woman singer wants to be kissed 

under a "milky twilight," which indicates 

her desire to take part in... you know. 

Lead m e out on the moonli t floor 

Now the "milky twilight" is on the 

floor, making it appear moonlit. 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

Strike u p the b a n d a n d m a k e the 

fireflies d a n c e 

Silver moon ' s sparkl ing 

These lyrics describe the man (or other 

woman, this isn't heteronormative) 

beating (lift his/her open hand and 

strike up) the singer of the song (the 

band) so hard that she literally starts 

hallucinating (make the fireflies dance 

and silver moon's sparkling). 

At this point the perverted sexual acts 

have descended into abuse. 

So kiss m e 

And she likes it. 

Kiss m e d o w n by t h e b r o k e n 

t ree h o u s e 

Swing m e u p o n its hang ing tire 

The kissing couple is now at some bro-

ken down sex dungeon in a forest where 

she is strung up on a tree with a tire. 

Bring, bring, bring your flowered 

hat 

A flowered hat is a type of jelly fish, whose 

poison is extremely painful though not 

lethal and can be used in sexual torture. 

We'll take the trail marked on 

your fa ther ' s m a p 

And all of this is learned from a father 

figure, passing down sexual abuse 

from generation to generation. 

DID Y o u K N O W ? 

Everyone is hopping on 
the Open bandwagon, 
even faculty. In fact, at the 
CRC capping ceremony, 
former president Malcolm 
Gillis finally came out and 
admitted that he used to 
be a member of the Village 
People. Bravo, Gillis. Bravo. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
( 713 ) 3 4 8 - 3 9 7 4 

HELP WANTED 

LOOKING FORapatient and responsible 
person to care for a 1-year old. 9am-12pm 
twice/week. Occasional nights. French 
and Spanish a plus. $10/hr email baby-
helphovston@yahoo. com. 

EARN $800-$3200a month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. www. 
AdCarClub.com 

INTERNS WANTED for Rice alum 
owned IT consulting firm. We are min-
utes from campus and within walking 
distance of the light rail. Telecommut-
ing also considered. If you're excited 
to work with the latest technology and 
have a working knowledge of software 
development we'd like to speak with 
you. Please send inquiries to resumes@ 
smbology.com. 

•/ f , 
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MOP Pub Night 

TOSSflMMT, M S B I L H 

Senior (rift Fob Night 

M S U I L fl@ 

_ T E X A S T R I V I A 
J i ( f m a m , m e b s l W 

Open Magazine Fob Night 

r s i u m , m m a® 

Phil's Phriday: 4p«i-7pm 

NEED A JOB? THEN WE NEED YOU! 
The Green Tea Store has made it to 
Houston Retail location: The Galleria in 
Houston Texas. We need experienced 
sales personnel for part-time and full-time 
hours (days or nights) Excellent pay!The 
average employee earns $13 - $18+ per 
hour Work for afun, energetic, and explo-
sive company sweeping the country. Call 
now for interview! Janice 702-271-3962. 
Job starts April 15, You can also e-mail 
janiceh 77@netzero. net. 

LAW OFFICE near campus needs 
part-time help: typing, filing, research, 
errands, general clerical. Send letter 
of interest & resume to freddietrich@ 
msn.com. 

HELP WANTED with two small children 
in the evenings, some weekends, and 
during the rare work-day. Experience and 
references desired. Pay negotiable $12-
20/hr. Contact mmila0@hotmail.com. 

SUMMER SCHOOL. Interns wanted. 
English Major. Teaching, writing, and 
Literature, language. Please send re-
sumes topchild_l_c@yahoo.com 

HI IMANISM is a life-philosophy based 
on concern for fellow human beings, 
but without supernatural beliefs. Learn 
more about our many events promoting 
reason, science, ethics, and fellowship. 
HumanistsC )fl Iouston.org. 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESSMAN 
seeks Assistant: Manage computer 
programs, design & maintain websites, 
work with contracts/finances, attend 
meetings, take notes at meetings, run 
errands, cook a good steak etc. Exten-
sive travel: primary base Dubai, UAE, 
secondary base Houston, TX. Position 
demanding, sometimes frustrating, and 
often 24-7, but a rare opportunity to 
gain hands-on experience on the world 
scene. USpassport required. Bachelor's 

degree desirable, not mandatory. No ex-
perience necessary; extensive on-the-job 
training. Good memory & professional 
appearance essential. Non-smokers 
only. Compensation includes salary and 
liberal benefits. Hard-working ambi-
tious individuals send resume to GFP 
Consultants, 1701 Hermann Dr, Suite 
35-M, Houston, TX 77004 or email to 
tb@gfpconsulta n ts. com. 

MOTHER'S HELPER, flexible hours, 
2-5 hrs/day between 2 & 7pm, 1-3 days/ 
week. To help watch kids while I clean, 
cook, or run errands, or have you run 
errands, and occasionally to take kids 
to the park, pool, museums, etc. Sweet 
kids ages 7, 5, and 10 months. $10/hr. 
N.Braeswood & Buffalo Speedway. Email 
Stephanie at pecuniam@yahoo.com. 

FULL MATTRESS Set Brand New in 
plastic $199 free frame 832-892-6830. 

STRIDENT WANTED for summer help 
with 5 year old boy, Memorial area (at 
Chimney Rock). Interest in child devel-
opment or education a plus. Need active 
swimmer and clean driving record. Live 
in or out. 713-812-7144. 

COORDINATOR OF Continuing Edu-
cation. Texas Woman's University -
Houston Campus. Part - t ime position. 
Experience in the development and/or 

implementation of programs involving 
community or professional organiza-
tions, preferably of an educational 
nature. Please contact Ms. Ferguson. 
940-898-3404. 

HOUSING 

1/1, GROUND FLOOR. Short drive 
to Rice. Attractive interior in lovely 
setting. Walk-in closet, crown molding 
throughout. Covered, assigned parking. 
Oversized pool. Washer/dryer. Cable-
ready. $625 includes water. 713664-8958 
joylinds@gmail.com. 

1/1 WESTl Jniversity Garage AparUnent, 
Full Kitchen, Hardwood Floors, Parking 
Space with access to Washer/Dryer. 1.5 
miles from Rice straight down University. 
Available NOW-$675/month call: Kath-
erine Adkins 832-778-1515 

CONIX) FOR SALE. 7575 Kirby. Spa-
cious 1/1 in gated community close to 
campus. Hardwoods in living, stainless 
appliances included. Asking $159,900. 
Call for more information. 832-274-
8547. 

EOR RENT/ROOM ATE WANTED: 
2300 sqf. towhouse at Buffalo Sjxlwy. & 
Maroneal. Furnished, all utilities, internet 
and cable TV included. Non-smokers 
only. $1150/month. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content 
of any ad. 
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