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PIN eliminated in 
advising changes 

by Sarah Rutledge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Starting next fall, students and 
faculty may at last be happy to find 
something missing at Rice — the 
RDA Personal Identification Number 
previously needed to register for 
courses. After presenting his plan to the 
Faculty Senate at its March 12 meet-
ing, Director of Academic Advising 
Brian Gibson found himself with an 83 
percent approval rating to abolish the 
RDA PIN process, which has existed 
since 2003. 

Currently, students must visit an 
academic advisor to receive the PIN 
needed for registration. Gibson said 
this'system will stay in place for the 
fall 2008 registration which begins 
April 7, but starting with next year's 
incoming freshmen, the PIN will be 
dropped. Gibson said students will 
instead be encouraged, though not 
required, to visit academic advisors 
for course guidance. He said the re-
moval of the PIN will improve upon 

the current faculty advising system 
because over the years, many stu-
dents have visited academic advisors 
to gain their PIN rather than to ask 
for academic advice. 

"We had many instancesof students 
seeing an advisor as a gatekeeper 
rather than as aresource," Gibson said. 
"That is not advising. If s more bureau-
cratic paperwork than advising." 

Gibson said students often use 
their academic advisorto prescribe the 
courses to take to meet distribution and 
major requirements rather than to seek 
advice for long-term planning. He said 
students should seek this information 
on their own and periodically check 
ESTHER'S E-cap degree audit, which 
will compute their graduation require-
ments. Gibson said the audit will not, 
however, compute a student's major 
requirements, because faculty mem-
bers will often approve of and substitute 
major courses not listed in that year's 
General Announcements, which are 
almost impossible to computerize. 

see PIN, page 8 

Tiny dancers 
LAUREN SCHOEEFIER/THRESHER 

Members of the Chinese Student Association perform a Taiwanese fusion ribbon dance Friday at the Culture Fair 
in the Rice Memorial Center. The group previously performed this dance at CSA's Lunar New Year show. 

Tiered system for parking fees 
proposed; Greenbriar to be cheaper 

by Alex Dinur 
THRESHER STAFF 

The University Standing Com-
mittee on Parking, composed of 
students, faculty and staff met 
Wednesday to draft a letter of rec-
ommendation to President David 
Leebron for next year that includes 
changes in parking policy and 
rates. The committee suggested a 
plan to redesign the Greenbriar Lot 
to hold more spaces and to return 
to the tiered system of parking. 

Hanszen College senior Eric 
Max, who serves on the commit-
tee, said the committee is trying to 
decrease all parking rates but will 
more likely focus on one low-priced 
student option. 

" [This] will most likely involve 
[lowering the cost of] the Green-
briar Lot," Eric Max, who is on the 
committee, said. "But there have 
been issues with construction 
parking at that lot that will make 
that change difficult." 

Recently, Rice University Police 
Department found out that Lin-
beck, the company building the 
Collaborative Research Center, 
had been telling its construction 
workers from a non-Rice project 
in the Texas Medical Center to 
park in the Greenbriar Lot. While 

Rice allows its construction work-
ers free parking, Max said the 
Greenbriar Lot is now full, though 
it never was before. 

'We intend for 
students to have a 
financial incentive 
to park legally 
at Greenbriar by 
making it significantly 
cheaper. Right now, 
for $361 it's cheaper 
to get caught and 
towed by [RUPD] 
than to pay for the 
permit.' 

— Eric Max 
Member of Parking Committee 

One major change that the com-
mittee is pushing for is redesigning 

the Greenbriar Ix>t so that it has 
more spaces. This change will 
be made by drawing the parking 
spots more effectively and moving 
a row of reserved donor parking 
spots to the South Stadium Lot. 
This change is especially relevant 
because workers for all of the ongo-
ing construction around campus 
have been assigned to park in the 
Greenbriar Lot, and the construc-
tion companies have asked for an 
additional 200 spots. 

"The construction parking has 
not yet reached its peak," Vice 
President for Administration Eu-
gen Radulescu said. 

Max said the committee tried to 
figure out ways to make Greenbriar 
Lot more affordable for students. 
Though the Greenbriar Lot is the 
most inexpensive choice right now, 
students pay a $ 141 lot fee on top of 
the $220 student surcharge. 

"We intend for students to 
have a financial incentive to park 
legally at Greenbriar by making it 
significantly cheaper," Max said. 
"Right now, for $361 it's cheaper to 
get caught and towed by [RUPD] 
than to pay for the permit." 

Max said an estimated 200 stu-
dents park regularly at Greenbriar 
without a permit and only 50 or 

see PARKING, page 9 

Rice drops to fifth on 
Kiplinger's best values list 

by Joyce Yao 
THRESHER STAFF 

Rice University was ranked fifth 
on the list of "Best Values in Private 
Colleges" in the April 2008 Kiplinger's 
Personal Finance magazine. Rice 
is preceded by California Institute 
Technology, Yale University, Princ-
eton University and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in order of 
the rankings, followed by Harvard 
University, Dartmouth College, Duke 
University and Emory University 

Kiplinger's publishes a ranking 
of the best value colleges and uni-
versities every two years, in which 
academic quality and affordability 
are measured, with the latter count-
ing for a third of the ranking total. 
Its 2006 report ranked Rice fourth on 
the list of best value colleges. 

Vice President for Finance Kathy 
Collins said this fall in rank can be at-
tributed to the increase in value among 
the preceding four universities. 

"I think part of it is that Princeton 
and maybe MIT moved up, and itwas 
during this time that Princeton was 
more aggressive on financial aid in 
terms of eliminating loans," Collins 
said. "The areas we differ from Princ-
eton [on Kiplinger's] are selectivity, 
graduation rates and debt." 

However, she said it is not unusual 
for universities to move around among 
the top ranks. 

"We've been in the top five for 
the last five times [in Kiplinger's] 

INS IDE 

The Odd Couple 
Catch a comedy about two friends learning 

how to get along by living together in The Odd 
Couple. It's at 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
at Will Rice College. Tickets are free for Rice 
students. 

Rondelet 
The spring formal dance themed "Midnight 

Masquerade" is tonight and will be held atTre-
visio Restaurant. Bring your date or come with 
a group of friends tonight at 10 p.m. 

Spring recess 
Enjoy the break! Classes are canceled Thurs-

day, April 3 and Friday, April 4 for spring recess. 
On a related note, the ThreshershittwW also take 
a breather and will not run an issue next week. 
The next issue will come out April 11. 

All In the Timing 
Rice theatre presents the comedy All In the 

Timing based around five short plays. It runs 
from April 8-12 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 13 at 
2 p.m. at Hamman Hall. Admission is $5. 

OPINION Page 3 
Rice students are dumb _ 

A&E Page 13 
Q & A with a couple of O'Hoolihans 

SPORTS Page 16 
Men's tennis wins three straight matches 

Quote of the Week 

"I know a lot of people who have had really bad 
experiences with advisors not being available. When 
you have to drop a class tomorrow, it's really difficult to 
meet with your college counselor to get a PIN." 
— Lovett College sophomore Amber Williamson the old 
registration system requiring PINs. See story, page 1. 

rankings," Collins said. "With rank-
ings, there's always going to be 
movement from year to year. The 
most important thing is to stay in 
that top group." 

Kiplinger's reviews colleges and 
universities based on their student-
faculty ratios, student SAT scores and 
graduation rates, as well as tuition and 
the amount of aid given to students. 

Despite the change in Rice's rank-
ing, Collins said she thinks Rice will 
still have a very strong applicant pool 
in the future. 

"I think it's important to pay at-
tention to rankings, but I think Rice 
needs to be concerned about the 
total scope of activities in terms of the 
quality of students we recruit and the 
quality of the faculty that are here," 
Collins said. 

She also said the rankings are 
subjective and depend on the weight 
that Kiplinger's assigns each mea-
sured variable. 

"I think it's impressive that we're 
in the top five, because the schools 
above us have much larger endow-
ments," Collins said. 

Collins said Rice recently made 
important changes to its student 
financial aid. In January, Rice doubled 
its no-loan threshold so students 
with family incomes of up to $60,000 
will not have to take out loans. Since 
students typically receive need-based 
aid through work-study, student loans 
and grants, Collins said this move 

see VALUE, page 9 

Scoreboard 

Men's Baseball 
Rice 5, Houston 8 
Rice 13, Texas State 3 
Rice 7, Marshall 1 
Women's Tennis 
Rice 6, Texas-Arlington 1 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Possible thunderstorm, 66-82 degrees 
Saturday 
Possible scattered thunderstorms, 66- 82 degrees 
Sunday 
Pt. cloudy, 67-81 degrees 
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the. Rice Thresher 

Decision to drop PINs 
a very good choice 

We said it before, and we will say it again: One of the great things 
about Rice is that students are treated like adults ("End PIN pater-
nalism," Nov. 16, 2007). With the recent overhaul of the registra-
tion process and the removal of PIN requirements and mandatory 
advising sessions, Rice has taken another big step in making that 
statement true across the board (see story, page 1). 

The old system was a broken one. Standards for major advi-
sors varied greatly across departments, and with tension between 
independent-minded students and busy professors, actual advising 
often got lost in the shuffle. A system without PINs changes this. The 
forced aspect is removed, meaning students have the opportunity 
to act with the responsibility they have, keeping on top of major and 
graduation requirements of their own accord. 

Also, advising encounters with professors are likely to become 
much more informal, with conversations taking place at crowded 
lunch tables instead of isolated sessions. Advice given in this man-
ner is likely to become much more open, with students and profes-
sors simultaneously offering their own opinions and experience to 
eager ears. 

Once students realize that their academic advising is in their own 
hands, they might also be more apt to utilize other academic resources, 
such as college Peer Academic Advisors or Academic Fellows, and 
academic advice from multiple sources is a very good thing. 

Hopefully, Rice's students appreciate the value of the change and 
are willing enough to take advantage of it 

S A should invoke 
new bylaw swiftly 

The Student Association passed Bylaw Amendment 13 Monday 
creating the Committee on Constitutional Reviews, which is assigned 
the task of periodically reviewing the SA's constitution and by-laws 
and proposing legislative changes to them (see story, page 7). 
While the committee can review any aspect of the constitution 
and bylaws it sees fit, we feel that one of its first tasks should be 
an assessment of the make-up of the SA; more specifically, we be-
lieve that the committee should propose legislation to create more 
student representation. 

The current format of one voting president and one voting senator 
per college is inadequate for representing a student body as large 
and diverse as Rice's. There are multiple classes per college, so why 
not multiple senators? More people equals more ears to listen to a 
student constituency, as well as more votes for that constituency at 
the highest level of our student government. 

At the same time, there should also be more representation on 
a campus-wide scale. The fact that all the voting members of the 
SA are representatives of specific colleges has its merits, but at the 
same time, the SA could use a voice outside a strict college affiliation. 
Perhaps there could be a representative from each of the particular 
academic schools — the music school, the architecture program, 
humanities, social sciences, natural sciences and any other division 
seen to warrant an SA voice. Or "at large" positions could be created, 
drawing candidates voted upon by the entire student body. 

With its new committee, the SA has the opportunity to expand 
its campus presence to the greatest possible degree, and it should 
seize it. More voices cannot be a bad thing if the ultimate goal is for 
students to be heard. 

Decrease parking fees 
After several months spent gathering research and statistics on 

parking and transportation at Rice, the University Standing Com-
mittee on Parking is expected to release its findings and a proposal 
to the administration as early as next week (see story, page 1). We 
urge President David Leebron to accept the committee's recom-
mendation that parking rates be decreased overall, and that a more 
tiered system of fees be implemented. 

Houston is a big city, and as Rice students know, there is 
plenty to see and do. Unfortunately, the majority of activities off 
campus require the use of a car, which, as we know from our 
current experiences can often be a burden when it comes to 
paying parking fees. 

Students want to go out and explore, they want to interact with 
the city they live in, just like Rice recommends. But if we are to go 
outside the hedges, Rice should make it cheaper to get there. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Poor jacks hazardous 
to students, Beer-Bike 
To the editor: 

First off, I would like to express 
my empathy for Jen Pan and Daniel 
Jong. I was extremely outraged 
when I read about the unauthorized 
jack Will Rice s tudents did in front 
of Lovett College ("Unauthorized 
jack injures student ," March 21). 
While reading, I was contemplat-
ing how I could have been in their 
shoes, since I regularly ride my 
bike around campus. The possibil-
ity of riding into fishing lines un-
expectedly gives me goosebumps 
because they can make deep cuts in 
human skin, which is not something 
1 find appealing. 

The majority of jacks during 
Willy Week were funny but some, 
like others have mentioned, were 
dangerous. Several of my friends 
and I slipped due to an unauthor-
ized jack involving splattered syrup 
on the Lovett floors and steps. I fell 
down the stairs because of the jack. 
I^ovett students know that when the 
floors are wet, Lovett becomes a 
hazard zone — especially if you are 
wearing flip-flops. 

I hope that next year people 
consider the consequences resulting 
from unauthorized jacks, because il 
would be unfortunate if the admin-
istration were forced to ban jacks 
entirely. The people involved with the 
fishing line jack should be grateful 
that Jen Pan and Daniel Jong's inju-
ries were not fatal. Beer-Bike could 
have been canceled — again. 

Tsz Wan Wong 
lovett freshman 

Columnist misquotes, 
blurs troop surge, war 
To the editor: 

Reading Angelina Jolie 's quote 
inCarol ine May 'scolumn, one ge ls 
the impress ion Jolie suppor t s the 
war in general ; but really, Jolie is 
r e fe r r ing to the humanitar ian side 
of the war, calling for "financial and 
material ass is tance" for the United 
Nations High Commiss ioner for 

Refugees, not for a surge in t roops 
("Listen to celebrities; suppor t the 
war," March 21). 

Moreover, May's column is about 
the surge, not the war in general. 
The surge and the war are differ-
ent issues. 

Jolie talks about stepping up hu-
manitarian aid through UNHCR and 
says the surge has created a better 
atmosphere for aid, which is prob-
ably true. The surge has stabilized 
the region, but May ignores the fact 
that military specialists were call-
ing for similar or still higher troop 
levels when the war started. The 
administration allowed the situation 
to deteriorate by sending in insuf-
ficient troops, disbanding the Iraqi 
military, alienating the Iraqi people, 
and failing to stop looting and the 
destruction of timeless and priceless 
Iraqi cultural icons. 

The administration created a 
problem, then solved it. Big deal. So 
the surge is working, but what does 
this mean? That the war-mongers 
wanted a stable Iraq eventually, just 
not immediately? They had oppor-
tune times to help democratize the 
region and amass support, but that's 
not what (his administration did; 
rather, they created instability which 
eliminated credible dissension. That 
is, extreme instability eliminates 
educated critical thinkers — who 
want grassroots democratic move-
ments — and leaves extremists. 

Richard Treadwell 
Baker sophomore 

Tree signs intended to 
show human war cost 

To the editor: 
last week. Rice for Peace and 

Justice hung up cards on 5(H) trees 
on campus to commemorate the 
many lives that have been lost as a 
result of the war in Iraq, as well as 
the thousands of others who have 
suffered because of injuries and 
displacements. I want to clarify (hat 
these signs on the trees were meant as 
a memorial and not a protest or a po-
litical statement. They were intended 
to remind people of the tremendous 
amount of suffering that has occurred 

due to this war, and all war, for that 
matter. They were to move people to 
respect that suffering. 

Rice for Peace and Justice is 
decidedly against the war and our 
other events last week reflected that 
sentiment. The signs on the trees, 
however, were not intended for the 
same purpose. Whetheryou support 
or oppose what we are doing in Iraq, 
I hope that we can all remember the 
human costs of combat. 

If anyone still has questions or 
concerns, I invite you to contact me 
at sisi@rice.edu. 

Karen Leu 
Wiess senior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to th resh er@rice. edu. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
Hie Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• T h e Thresher a l s o 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscript ions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s m u s t be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our adver t i s ing man-
age r at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

mailto:sisi@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Serendipitous musings 

Pavilion success rides on student support 
As construction enters its final 
phases, the near-completion of 
the Brochstein Pavilion presses 
-students to consider the building's 
purpose and to take ac-
tion to help ensure that 
the newest architectural 
addition to campus serves 
that purpose by serving 
students. The main goal 
of the pavilion lies in en-
hancing Rice's sense of 
student vibrancy, which 
can only be accomplished 
if students voluntarily and 
continually use it. 

Student vibrancy, as 
described in the Vision 
for the Second Century, is defined 
as a sense of a university community 
that students acquire by using space 
and facilities — like the new pavil-
ion — outside of their residential 
colleges. By having a space for un-
dergraduates, graduate students and 
faculty to interact, the pavilion can 
allow the Rice community to interact 
beyond the residential colleges and 
the classroom. 

This goal for university unity has 
reasonable relevance. In many in-
stances, Rice could be categorized as 
a large machine mainly defined by its 
smaller parts: the residential colleges. 
It appears that most students prefer 
to attend individual college events 
instead of campus-wide events like 
varsity athletics and Shepherd School 
of Music productions. TTie university 
could stand to be a little more united on 
a campus-wide scale, and the pavilion is 
one way of achieving this goal. 

The newness of the pavilion will 
wear off, but its success rests on its 

Amanda 
Melchor 

continual use by students and the Rice 
community. Support for the pavilion 
depends on how much it will offer to 
the student body, which, thankfully, 

is something that can still 
be strongly influenced by 
student demands. 

Forexample, if students 
so wish, we can turn the 
pavilion into a nice comple-
ment for Coffeehouse and 
the Rice Memorial Center. 
Nothing makes for a more 
divided community than 
two similar establishments 
and facilities vying for 
the same students and 
business. But if students 

properly express their interest in 
the new pavilion, the additional 
coffee bar on campus could easily 
harmonize with its predecessor. The 
new venue could help alleviate the 
long lines Coffeehouse constantly 
has between classes. An additional 
means of acquiring coffee will allow 
students to obtain their coffee and 
still make it to class on time. 

While encouraging Coffeehouse 
to develop new desserts and drinks 
to keep student interest, the new 
bar could have longer hours and 
be available to students long after 
Coffeehouse serves its last cup at 
midnight. If 24-hour service is not 
possible because of monetary or staff-
ing reasons, the new venue should 
be open until at least 2 or 3 a.m. Not 
only would the coffee bar in the pa-
vilion help provide late-night students 
with their drink and snack fix, but it 
would also ensure that Coffeehouse 
does not stretch its dedicated but 
busy staff. Without longer hours, the 

coffee bar in the pavilion would only 
be a weak, watered-down version of 
a strong student business and Rice 
tradition. 

If the new coffee venue cannot be 
open 24 hours, the pavilion could of-
fer well-stocked vending machines. 
In the bowels of the RMC there 
are currently three machines that 
provide drinks, one machine that 
provides typical vending foodstuffs 
like candy and popcorn and one 
machine that offers frozen food and 
desserts. These machines and their 
snacks remain virtually unknown to 
the majority of students. Along with 
visibility, these vending machines 
lack another important feature: The 
ability to use tetra points. If students 
could use their tetra points to pur-
chase food, the machines — and 
the pavilion they would be placed 
in — would garner more use and 
attention. The heavy demand for 
late-night food has been recognized 
by the Student Association in the 
past year, and the pavilion's central 
location makes it an ideal place to 
satisfy the need. 

With its reputed plasma screens, 
comfy couches and chairs and 
brand-spanking new coffee bar, the 
Brochstein Pavilion is shaping up to 
be a place where students can study 
as well as recharge from their busy 
lives. If complementary to student 
interest and student-run organiza-
tions, the pavilion retains all the 
potential to be a great way of launch-
ing vibrancy and creating a greater 
sense of university unity. 

Amanda Melchor is a Hanszen College 
junior and opinion editor. 

Guest column 

Environmental activism not merely trendy 
W h e t h e r you are for it or against it, 
there is no denying that over the last 
year Rice has gotten noticeably more 
eco-conscious. In the past year alone, 
the Rice Thresher has pub-
lished 39 articles related 
to environmental issues, 
compared to 13 the year 
before. Student groups on 
campus have organized 
everything from anti-coal 
protests to a North vs. 
South College energy com-
petition, and even Rice's 
administration got in on the 
act by requiring all enter-
ing freshmen to read the 
environmentally-focused 
text, Field Notes from a Catastrophe. 
Despite environmentalism's appar-
ent popularity on campus, many 
students have nevertheless begun to 
lash out against environmental, par-
ticularly climate-change centered, 
activism. These students argue that 
global climate change has become 
the "cool issue" for our generation 
to care about and that environmental 
activists are more concerned with 
following a fad than trying to create 
real change. 

Before I address the issue of 
activists' sincerity, I want to begin 
by dispelling the conception that 
climate change itself is a fad. For 
one thing, those advocating carbon 
dioxide reduction policies are not 
doing so based on a whim or on 
minimal scientific evidence. In fact, 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and the hundreds 
of scientists it represents have been 
studying climate change since the 
United Nations convened the body 
in 1988. Furthermore, simply search-
ing "global warming" on Google 
brings up 46 million responses, 
which makes it hard to argue that 
global warming is a new or under-
studied field. 

Even on the Rice campus, student 
groups aimed at lighting climate 
change have not acted rashly or in a 
"crazy, fad-like" manner. ()ne of the 

Andrea 
Dinneen 

before the Student Assocation this 
year was a bill asking the SA senators 
to put a referendum on the election 
ballot that would allow students 

to vote on creating a re-
newable energy fund to 
install solar panels across 
campus. The bill sought to 
help Rice start using a por-
tion of renewable energy. 
While it may have looked 
like the referendum was 
just thrown together to 
outsiders, it was actually 
the product of a year-and-
a-half of work. The SA 
Environmental Commit-
tee met with the City of 

Houston to see how how the city 
switched to 50 percent wind energy 
and worked closely with Rice's own 
Facilities, Engineering and Planning 
staff. This thought-out research is 
hardly characteristic of shallow, 
fad-obsessed zealots. 

The last point I want to make 
is that criticizing those involved in 
the environmental movement as 
insincere is just plain unhelpful. 
Oftentimes, people who are involved 
in environinentalism, political activ-
ism, religious groups or other causes 
are condemned for not being "true 
believers" and made to feel guilty 
for what they are able to do. This 
criticism is damaging and frustrat-
ing, as it produces nothing and 
discourages those who would like 
to make change. Characterizing en-
vironinentalism as a life-consuming 
commitment is what often scares 
people away from learning about 
social change. Like many other 
values, environmentalism does not 
need to be an all-or-nothing proposi-
tion. We should certainly lx» critical 
consumers of information, but there 
is nothing wrong with moderate 
environmentalism. If a typical Rice 
student tries to recycle, drive a little 
less and turn off the lights when she 
leaves a room, that is fine by me. 

One of the key reasons apathy 
infests many college campuses is 

activism are immediately castigated 
for jumping on a bandwagon. These 
people start to feel fake and guilty 
about their attempts to incite change 
and eventually leave the cause they 
once felt strongly about feeling 
confused and upset. Personally, I 
want to retain the right to support a 
cause in whatever way possible. We 
all have limited time and resources, 
but that should not stop us from 
doing the little bit of good we can. 
The Rice campus would be a more 
exciting and open place if people 
were applauded for the time they 
took to understand and remedy an 
issue they felt strongly about. 

Andrea Dinneen is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. Lauren Laustsen con-
tributed to this column and is a Sid 
Richardson College senior and chair 
of the Student Association Environ-
mental Committee. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Superficial intelligence no 
substitute for true learning 
S i n c e I have spent the last 
three years working at the Rice 
Thresher, I had forgotten what it 
is like to open the paper Friday 
morning and not know 
what the news is going 
to be. Last week was 
a great week to start. 
In case you missed 
it, students from Will 
Rice College strung 
fishing wire around 
campus as part of a jack. 
Some students tried 
to take it down after a 
girl was caught across 
the neck while riding 
her bike and thrown 
to the ground. But never fear, 
the Will Ricers wasted no 
time putting the wire back 
up — only at knee level though, 
because it is not like that could 
possibly hurt anyone. 

At the risk of sounding elitist 
or judgmental, this whole event 
was a great example of one of 
the many lessons that nearly all 
Rice students learn by the end 
of their four years: Rice students 
are dumb. 

We are dumb. We do stupid 
things, we make idiotic decisions 
and, overall, we can act like gen-
eral nincompoops. 

Evan 
Mintz 

It would be 
refreshing to see 
students judged 

based on academic 
credentials that 

cannot exactly be 
summed up on a 

scale of zero to four. 

At Rice, a 100-pound 
girl will try to drink 21 shots 
of vodka — enough to kill a 
person — on her 21st birthday. 
People will drink until they vomit 
... in someone else's common 
room. Year after year, Thresher 
editors in chief appoint me to 
write the Backpage. And let's 
not get started on the often-
hilarious ineptness in the Rice 
social scene. 

We also have a Rice Objectiv-
ist Club. 

Of course, none of this is that 
unique: people are dumb every-
where. Wbat makes Rice special 
is that all these idiots never seem 

to shut up about how smart they 
are. This is probably because Rice 
students are constantly told that 
they are smart — just read the 

Princeton Review or U. S. 
News and World Report. 
But the standards for 
smart in higher educa-
tion are very specific, 
and high GPA and a 
resume do not necessar-
ily equal wisdom. Given 
these very narrow av-
enues of measurement, 
it is no wonder that 
Rice, and probably all 
universities, are filled 
with idiots. Columbia 

has its drug obsessions, and 
every schmuck at Harvard with 
a coif'd hairdo thinks he's going 
to be the next president, but Rice 
has a special kind of professional 
academic dimwit 

Throughout the semester, 
students cram for tests, regur-
gitating facts onto paper in a fit 
of academic bulimia, retaining 
nothing and bragging about how 
little sleep they got. Students sign 
up for clubs and fellowships with 
more concern for their resumes, 
personal prestige or how it will 
help get a summer internship 
than the actual issue itself. Rice 
is full of empty-minded turnscrew 
students for whom a college edu-
cation is just one more step on the 
ladder towards death. 

Instead of the idiot-breeding 
method of ranking students by 
pure GPA and a stylish curr bu-
lum vitae, it would be refreshing 
to see students judged based on 
academic credentials that cannot 
exactly be summed up on a scale 
of zero to four. Students should 
show a intellectual hunger, a 
curiosity about the world and 
an academic passion. Final tran-
scripts should be replaced by a 
final project, such as a thesis or 
undergraduate research proj-
ect. This may not put an end to 
stupidity at Rice, but it would at 
least help put an end to academic 
bulimia and instead emphasize a 
love of learning. 

And perhaps if stuaer ts spend 
enough time thinking about the 
big world around them instead 
of the narrow world of their 
personal academics, they will 
take a few seconds to consider 
the wisdom of drinking until 
passing out in the quad or, yes, 
stringing up fishing line across 
bike paths. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
senior and backpage editor. 
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Brown to receive new masters at semester's end 
Hutchinsons fulfill five-year term, leave Rice for Colorado; former Sid masters Coxes to take open posts 

by Rachel Carlson 
THRESHER STAFF 

DAVID ROSALES THR£SH£R 

John and Paula Hutchinson will be replaced as Brown College masters next fall by Mathematics professor Steve Cox 
and his wife Laura Cox. The Coxes served as masters of SM Richardson College from 2000- 05. 

Like its 2008 Beer-Bike theme 
proclaimed, this semester marks 
Brown College's last round with 
their masters, the Hutchinsons. 
Chemistry professor John Hutchin-
son and Paula Hutchinson have com-
pleted their five-year term as Brown 
masters. They will be replaced by 
mathematics professor Steve Cox 
and Laura Cox. The Coxes served 
as Sid Richardson College masters 
from 2000-2005. 

Chair of the Masters Search Com-
mittee Jessica Simon said she will 
miss the Hutchinsons but is eager 
to welcome the new masters. 

"Hutch and Paula have been 
amazing influences on the colleges 
and in my personal life," Simon, a 
Brown senior, said. T h e y are two of 
most wonderful people I have ever 
me t But I am also so excited for the 
potential of Steve and Laura. It's an 
exciting time." 

Cox said he and his wife chose 
to become Brown masters because 

B E Y O N D T R A D I T I O N A L B O R D E R S 
R I C E U N I V E R S I T Y 

The Beyond TracBtkmal Borders Initiative offers a unique, multi-disciplinary curriculum challenging students to reach 
beyond the usual geographic & disciplinary experiential borders and gain the knowledge and skills necessary 
to foster the creation of global health technologies that appropriately address the pressing health needs of the 
developing work! by integrating scientific, engineering, health, policy and economic perspectives. 

Global Health Technologies Minor 
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The Department of Bioengineering collaborates 
with a number of departments to offer a minor 
in Global Health Technologies (GLHT) to prepare 
students to integrate diverse perspectives as they 
develop solutions to the complex problems of 
global health, using the formal approach of the 
engineering design process. 

Students complete the GLHT minor sequence 
(4 core courses & 2 elective courses) in one of 
two tracks based on their major course of study, 
for teaching focused to their area of expertise. 

Science Sc Engineering Track 
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they missed being immersed in 
students' lives. 

"When we were masters at Sid, 
we loved being involved in so many 
lives and participating in diverse ex-
periences," Cox said. "Our youngest 
son is graduating from college this 
semester, and it felt like the natural 
time to jump back in." 

The Coxes are currently engaging 
in the Brown community by attending 
meals and events with students. 

"It isn't reasonable to meet ev-
erybody at once, so we're meeting 
different groups at various events, 
based on their interests," Cox said. 

The couple will move into the 
masters' house in mid-July and will 
greet incoming freshmen during 
Orientation Week. 

Simon said a search committee 
selected the new masters after 
a lengthy application process . 
The committee was composed of 
seven Brown students, Office Co-
ordinator Nancy Henry, Resident 
Associate Cory Rogge, Associate 
John Ambler and Hanszen College 
Master Wes Morris. Three candi-
date couples originally applied, two 
with experience as masters. After 
two rounds of interviews with the 
committee, former Brown Presi-
dent Robert Plummer and Dean 
of Undergraduates Robin Forman 
evaluated the candidates. Finally, 
President David Leebron selected 
the Coxes. 

Hutchinson said he is pleased 
with the appointment. 

"Steve and Laura Cox are long-
time friends." Hutchinson said. 
"They were excellent masters of 
Sid. and we couldn't be happier with 
their selection." 

The Hutchinsons are currently 
teaching the Coxes about nuances of 
Brown and its interactions with the 
masters. Though the Coxes have 
experience as masters, they must 
become acquainted with Brown 
cabinet members, academic fellows 
and associates. Paula Hutchinson 
said. They are also learning about 
unique operations of the college 
government, such as the custom 
of holding the first cabinet meeting 
of the year in the masters' house. 
The Hutchinsons said they hope 
the new masters will continue to 
encourage a strong college court 
during their term. 

Simon said the Coxes also have 
creative energy and a litany of new-
ideas for Brown. "They have so many 
amazing ideas about new programs, 
but respect standing traditions," 
Simon said. T h e y have individual 
personality and a desire to learn from 
students at Brown." 

Brown sophomore Seth O'Brien 
said he thinks Brown will be very 
receptive of its new masters despite 
its affection for the Hutchinsons. 

"Hutch and Paula were awesome, 
but Brown will welcome new mas-
ters." O'Brien said. 

The Hutchinsons plan to spend 
next year living in Colorado during 
John Hutchinson's sabbatical. He 
will accept a visiting appointment at 
the Atlas Institute at the University 
of Colorado, where he will help de-
velop approaches for teaching with 
technology. Paula Hutchinson may 
continue to practice law, or branch 
out into other endeavors. 

The Hutchinsons said their favor-
ite part about being college masters 
was interacting with students. 

"We have made friendships with 
hundreds of incredible people that 
we will carry for the rest of our lives." 
Hutchinson said. 

Paula 1 lutchinson said she has en-
joyed serving as a Brown master. 

"Depending on how you approach 
it. being a master can either make 
you old before your time or keep 
you young." she said. "For us. it has 
definitely kept us young. Besides 
having our daughters, being mas-
ters has been the best experience 
of our lives." 
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S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• President Matt Youn said applications for positions for University 
Standing Committee will be due Wed., April 2 at 5 p.m. They 
can be turned in at the SA office in Student Center. 

• Parliamentarian Chris Warrington presented the SA second 
round spring election results. 

• Then-President Laura Kelley said all positions except University 
Blue editor in chief have been filled. 

• Kelley, a Brown senior, discussed Bylaw Amendment 13, which 
establishes a committee on constitutional revisions. Kelley 
said this committee will look into expanding the senate, which 
will allow an increased senate size to accommodate the two 
new residential colleges. The senate voted and approved the 
bylaw amendment. Warrington, a Jones College junior, said 
the SA will form the committee soon. 

• Kelley said this year the SA established 16 new clubs, ap-
proved four club constitutional amendments, considered 13 
bylaws, added three constitutional amendments, considered 
three senate bills, established four resolutions and arrived 
at a special rule of order. 

• Director of Elections Andrew Bowen said this year marked the 
first use of an elections code and electronic voting. Bowen, 
a Martel College senior, said the candidates used social 
networking as a campaigning tool and the General Elections 
had the highest turnout in recent institutional history with 
over 1,000 student votes. 

• Director of Technology JD Leonard said the new SA Web site 
includes a textbook marketplace, the Rice Program Council cal-
endar, student polls and the new lost-and-found database. 

• Hanszen College President Court Jackson said the online polls 
were effective this year in gauging student opinion and the 
SA should continue them. 

• Baker College President-elect Chris Goldsberry said the SA should 
urge students to frequent the site and make it more visible. 

H Internal Vice President-elect Akshay Dayal said the SA marketplace 
is well designed and the SA should encourage its use. 

• Youn said the Academics Committee has created online polls 
about the Academic Calendar, the RDA Personal Identification 
Number and spring recess. He said the committee worked with 
academic advisors about reforming the PIN system and the SA 
has established a good relationship with the Faculty Senate. 

• Then-External Vice President Sarah Baker said the SA created 
this year's Hedgehopper Card over the summer, organized the 
homecoming game and Families Weekend, provided a bus to 
the basketball game against the University of Houston and 
will organize Take Me Out to the Ballgame. 

• External Vice President-elect Nick Muscara said Take Me Out 
to the Ballgame is planned for April 12. 

• Directorof Communications Stephen Rooke said the SA should 
aim for more visibility, since the Facebook fliers advertising it at 
the beginning of the year were not effective. Rooke, a Hanszen 
senior, said tabletop fliers and word of mouth were the most 
effective to encourage student involvement in the SA. He said 
the SA should start publicizing itself before Orientation Week 
by sending fliers to new freshmen during the summer. 

• Rooke said the SA should continue to sponsor Baker 13 since 
runners often pay more than $100 in shaving cream costs. 

• The Student Life Committee established the lost-and-found 
online database with Rice University Police Department. Chair 
Jen Zhan said the SA had established a rapport with RUPD, 
created the Fondren Library study lounge and had expanded 
late-night food options by expanding the menu at Sammy's and 
sandwiches at Willy's Pub. Zhan, a Lovett College sophomore, 
said the committee will discuss late-night food options for the 
new Brochstein Pavilion. 

i i Kelley said the SA had assisted the Dean of Undergraduates' 
office by placing students on standing committees, including 
the search for the new dean of natural sciences. 

• Kelley said New Student Representatives attended meetings 
regularly throughout the year, helped with the UH regional sports 
tournament, created shirts for the football game against the 
University of Tulsa and worked with RPC. 

• Kelley said the Sports and Health Committee sponsored 
a binge-drinking awareness study break and organized the 
Powderpuff All-Star game. 

• Brown senator Patrick McAnaney said the Environmental 
Committee established EcoReps at each college to deliver 
recycling bins to rooms on campus and encouraged President 
David Leebron to sign the Presidential Climate Commitment. 
McAnaney, a sophomore, said the committee is looking to 
standardize the recycling bins on campus and establish bio-
degradable disposables in the serveries. 

• Kelley said the highlights for the year included the polls since 
they received a high level of student response. She said the SA 
established a good rapport with the Faculty Senate, improved 
its impression across campus and brought up sustainability 
issues. 

• Will Rice College senator Kyle Clark said the Student Life 
Committee will talk with RUPD about safety measures, in-
cluding allowing students to keep pepper spray on campus. 
Currently, students are not allowed to have pepper spray in 
their possession. 

• After the meeting, SA members headed to Willy's Pub to cel-
ebrate changeover. As a passing of the guard, Youn chugged 
ice tea while Kelley chugged beer. 

The SA will meet next Monday at 10 p.m. in the Farnsworth Pavilion. 

Sid RA Kuster to leave in May 
by Dale Swartz 

THRESHER STAFF 

Last week, Sid Richardson Col-
lege Resident Associate Katherine 
Kuster (Brown '99) announced that 
she will step down from her position 
in May. A search committee has been 
formed and is looking to appoint a 
new RA by late April. 

Kuster, an outreach coordinator 
at the Rice Gallery, is moving to 
Japan with her fiance, who has been 
awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to 
pursue research on pollution in the 
upper atmosphere. 

"The [Fu lbr igh t ] application 
process is long and time-consuming, 
but once awarded we have very little 
notice before leaving," she said. 

This short time frame also affects 
those at Sid looking for her succes-
sor because they have less than five 
weeks to complete a process that 
usually takes months. Sid RA Search 
Committee Chair Kevin Hirshberg 
said the committee members have 
a good idea of what they are looking 
for in a RA. 

"More than anything, we want 
an RA who will get involved, get to 
know the stu dents and have a positive 
impact," Hirshberg, a junior, said. 

Even with a t ight schedu le , 
Hirshberg said the committee is 
cast ing a wide net for potential 
successors , including faculty, staff 
and graduate s tudents . 

"We don't want to exclude any 
possibilities and are open to what all 
candidates can bring to the table," 
he said. 

The new RA will have large shoes 
to fill since Kuster is praised for her 
contributions to Sid, he said. One 
of her traditions includes an annual 
post-Night of Decadence breakfast, 
when she often stays up until 2:30 
a.m. making chocolate chip pancakes 

JOHN SANDERS/THRESHER 

Sid Richardson College Resident Associate Katherine Kuster will leave her 
post as RA in May to move to Japan. 

for party-goers. 
"We try our best to ensure that our 

students have a gentle landing after 
the NOD festivities, and I think they 
appreciate it," Kuster said. "Theyjust 
repay us by pi itting a shir t o n — m o st 
of the t ime / 

Kuster majored in history and 
Asian Studies at Rice. As an under-
graduate, she spent time abroad in 
Fukuoka, Japan. After obtaining a 
master 's degree from the Univer-
sity of Washington and a two-year 
research fellowship at the University 
of Tokyo, she returned to Rice. 

"I think that every undergraduate 
thinks it might be fun to be an RA," 
Kuster said. She said she wanted to 
become a RA to have better contact 
with Rice students. 

Kus ter said the posit ion h a s 

evolved over time and when she was 
an undergraduate, many RAs were 
faculty members . 

"Their presence gave the colleges 
a very intellectual air," Kuster said. 

But recently their numbers are 
shrinking, replaced by more staff 
members . Graduate students were 
also recently allowed to hold the posi-
tion. But she said it is not a bad thing 
—otherwise she would not have had 
the opportunity to become RA. 

Kuster said the best person for the 
job would be someone who comes 
with energy and enthusiasm. She 
said the job was rewarding. 

"I have an awesome room and 
great neighbors," Kuster said. "Ko 
complaints." 

Applications for the open Sid RA 
position are due by April 6. 
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The following are results from the second round of Student Assocation 
elections for the 2oo8-'o9 school year. 

" --C for Rice Student Volunteer Program 

" '• . ' ^ 

w 
Wm i 245 VOTES 

KATHY ZHANG (9I°/O - 223 VOTES) 

for Rice Student Volunteer Program Secretary 

GRACE CHANG (51.1% -116 VOTES) 

for Campanile EditOT ifl Chief 
219 VOTES 

JOHN MICHAEL CUCCIA (91-3% - 200 VOTES) 

for University Blue Editor in Chief 
75 VOTES 

N o WINNER 

for Honor council At-Large Representatives 
252 VOTES 

ADNAN POONAWALA (S3°/O — 210 VOTES) 

AUSTIN EDWARDS (SI°/O — 205 VOTES) 

MICHAEL NELSON (79% — 200 VOTES) 
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We can always appreciate a good laugh, especially at 4 a.m. on Thursday 
while we're finishing the paper. So here are a few of our favorite write-in can-
didates that clearly demonstrate the wit of the Rice student body. 
1. AHHHHHHHHHH for RSVP Chair 

1. SATAN for RSVP Chair 

1. A BUTT for RSVP Chair 

1. MY BALLS LAWLZORZ for RSVP Secretary 

1. BARNEY for Campanile Editor in Chief 

1. BY AH! for Campanile Editor in Chief 

1. WHOEVER THEHELL WANTSTODOIT for Campanile Edi-
tor in Chief 

1. JAMIE LYNN SPEARS for Honor Council At-Large Represent a-

RICE UNfVFRSiTY 

Confer for the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality 

How many SEXES are there? 
Are homosexuals BORN that way? 

Are men naturally better at sports and math? 
Why are two-thirds of the world's POOR female? 

Do women and men think differently about WORK and FAMILY? 
Does DISCRIMINATION exist if a person doesn't SEE it? 

Fall 2008 course offerings in 
the Program for the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality 

address these questions and more.... ' 

SWGS Fall 2008 Course Offerings 
SWGS 101 - Intro to the Study of Women, Gender, & Sexuality 
SWGS 130 - Women and National Socialism 
SWGS 205 - Language and Society 
SWGS 234 - U.S. Women's History: Colonial Beginnings to the 
Civil War 
SWGS 240/340 - Gender and Politicized Religion 
SWGS 254 - Survey of Chicano/a Literature 
SWGS 342 - Survey of Victorian Fiction 
SWGS 390 - Hispanic Cinema 
SWGS 415 - Sociolinguistics 
SWGS 495 - Independent Study 
SWGS 498 - Research in Study of Women, Gender, & Sexuality 

Check out the new SWGS maior! 

Beginning in spring 2009, the SWGS major will 
offer a new pair of courses that allow students to 
formulate original "engaged research" plans and 
implement them in Houston and/or elsewhere. 

For a full list of courses and revised major 
requirements, visit httpy/cswqs.rice.eau 
or contact Rosemary Hennessy, Center Director 
at Rosemary.Hennessv@rice.edu. 

mailto:Rosemary.Hennessv@rice.edu
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Wiess Road reopens 
Wiess Road, which is located 

between Wiess College and Au-
try Court, will officially reopen 
today. The road has been closed 
since the summer because of 
construction on the South Plant 
— Rice's new energy efficient 
source of power. 

— Lily Chun 

Rice employee 
loses child 

The Houston Chronicle re-
ported that the eight-month-old 
daughter of a university employee 
died March 14 after her father ac-
cidentally left her in his car upon 
arriving at work. 

She was taken to Texas Chil-
dren's Hospital, where she was 
pronounced dead. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

A memorial visitation will be 
held for her today 3-5p.m. atGeo.H. 
Lewis & Sons on 1010 Bering Dr. 

Director of News and Media Re-
lations BJ. Almond said Rice could 
not comment on the situation. 

— Dylan Farmer 

SA forms revision 
making committee 

On Monday, the Student Asso-
ciation passed Bylaw Amendment 
13 'To create the Committee on 
Constitutional Revisions," which 
will form a committee to regularly 
review the SA Constitution and 
suggest revisions to it. Parlia-
mentarian Chris Warrington, who 
proposed the amendment, said 
there is no such committee at the 
moment. Instead, any student can 
propose an amendment. 

The formation of this new 

Rice Punjabi dance 
wins third at nationals 

committee will only add a group 
whose formal job it is to propose 
amendments; it will not change the 
current system in which students 
can suggest revisions. 

Warrington, a Jones College 
junior, said the primary purpose 
of this committee is to work on 
large-scale projects where many 
opinions are needed, although 
the committee can work on other 
amendments as well. 

"[Well] use the committee to 
look at changes that we need to 
make to the SA structure to sup-
port the new colleges and the in-
creasing student body," he said. 

Warrington said any student can 
apply to serve on the committee. 
The senate will choose a yet-unde-
termined number of members to sit 
on the committee. These students 
will join the SA parliamentarian and 
SA interna] vice president who will 
also sit on the committee. 

— Lily Chun 

by Cindy Dinh 
THRESHER STAFF 

TIFFANY SIU/THRESHER 

Rice band Moxie played at Jam for Sudan Saturday at Numbers night club. Its members include Sid Richardson College 
seniors Jordan Allen and Aaron Taffet, Brown College senior Evan Davies and alumnus Andy Whitten (Brown '07). 

Through leaps, hops and a few 
shoulder shrugs, Rice's traditional 
Punjabi dance team, Chowl Bhangra, 
which translates to Rice Bhangra, 
danced its way to third place last 
weekend in the Virs'i Punjab Da 
competition at North Carolina State 
University. The club is in its second 
year on campus. 

Wiess College sophomores Sukh-
deep Kaur and Monique Gill started 
the team last year. 

"It was my aspiration in high 
school to start a Bhangra team here 
at Rice," Kaur said. 

Most members of the team have 
little to no previous experience 
with this particular type of dance. 
For the first time, the team com-
peted against larger schools from 
Toronto, Canada and the east coast 
in the competition. 

Hanszen College freshman Ra-
dhika Chhabra said the team has come 
a long way in one year. 

"We've taken something that was 
nonexistent last year and have taken 
it nationally," Chhabra said. 

To apply for the competition, 
teams submitted video samples of 
their performance. After the initial 
application, Chowl Bhangra was an 
alternate, but was called to perform 
two weeks before the competition. 

Chhabra said the members of 
Chowl Bhangra were the underdogs 
in the competition. 

"We were the happies t team 
without actually winning a competi-
tion," Chhabra said. "We came from 
a small school, a small team with not 
many alternates and our costumes 
were simple." 

Their dance compiled eight 
modern and traditional s o n g s 
describing different aspects of a 
village. The team of six males and 
six females performed routines 
choreographed by dance captains 
Kaur, Gill and Will Rice College 
sophomore Abhinav Khanna. 

"In the last song we used umbrellas 
to dance to the thunderstorm themes," 
Chhabra said. 

'Placing in the 
competition was 
great, but I think the 
highlight was seeing 
my team so ecstatic 
about the dance that 
before [they came 
to Rice] they knew 
nothing about.' 

— S u k h d e e p Kaur 
W i e s s Col lege s o p h o m o r e 

Kaur said the team is looking for-
ward to performing its routine at the 
spring South Asian Society show. 

"It's really touching for me to 
be able to br ing something from 
my culture to share with the Rice 
community," Kaur said. "Placing 
in the competi t ion was great , but I 
think the highl ight was seeing my 
team so ecstatic about the dance 
that before [they came to Rice] 
they knew noth ing about." 

POLICE BLOTTER 
The following were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period March 20-26. 

Residential Colleges 
Martel College 

Other Locations 
Collabortive Research 
Center Site 
Entrance #8 

Academic Buildings 
Rice Stadium 

Parrking Lots 
Greenbriar Lot 

Mar. 26 Theft 

Mar. 22 Assault 
Mar. 24 Indecent exposure 

Mar. 26 Theft 

Mar. 25 Unauthorized use of a motor vehicle 

RICE 
Department of History 

Rice University 

E R V I N F R E D E R I C K K A L B L E C T U R E S I N H I S T O R Y 

Tap into 

* 

Whether you site looking toi your h/vc job or trying 
ro plan » career path, our staff of trained human 
resource* professionals is ready (•> -t•>»is* you. 

Y«ui have a loi t«» offer employer* and we can help 
vrvu improve vour chances of getting a job that 
wotk* lor you. We have everything ymi need to find 
a job. keep your current job or find a heifer job. 

We r * o have .ustomircd work>h.ips for first- tunc 
j«>b seeker*. Perhaps vou have never written a 
resume and need to learn how ro do so. Or, 
yon may need to imponT the resume you have. 
We van show vou how. 

Nor sure about the skill* w>u need? I he Work-
Source has the people to help you figure our what 
skills are in demand and how to present those you 
already have. 

Come to our office where you'll find not only fob 
lining* and referrals, but you can also use our 
quipment for vonr job search efforts. We h.<ve 
copiers, tax machines, and computers with high-

speed Internet access ready for you. 

Wi th .55 ofh« «s throughout the Houston 
Galveston recion. weie in your neighborhood 

1-888-469-JOBS (5627) 

www.theworksource.org 

ftenity emptor**, 
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There will be blood 
Will Rice College freshman Caitlin Scott donates blood at a blood drive on Monday. 

an institute for the History of Science and Culture 
seeks faculty nominations and student applications for three 

C.P. Snow Student Fellows 

In the 1950s, C P Snow coined the term "two cultures" and argued that the breakdown of 
communication between the sciences and the humanities was an obstacle to solving major global 
problems. These Fellowships, named for him, are aimed at students who share with Scientia a 
passion for fostering interdisciplinary dialogue. The 2008-9 C.P. Snow Student Fellows will be 
responsible for devising and implementing a series of activities and events designed to encourage 
student interaction with the programs, faculty, and speakers associated with Scient ia l 2008-9 
colloquium series on the theme of "Biopolitics". The series will range widely over the many ways 
in which the life sciences intersect the realm of politics, morality, commerce, and law. The keynote 
Bochner lecture in the series is given annually by a nationally-prominent scholar/scientist. [For 
information on Scientia's current and past programs, see http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~scientia/] 

The activities designed by the student Fellows will ideally be related to the lectures, such as reading 
or discussion groups on the topic of an upcoming lecture, and may include informal dining or 
reception settings in the colleges where lecturers, interested faculty and students can interact. Student 
Fellows are expected to attend two planning meetings before fall semester begins, and two-four 
planning meetings during the academic year. They may be asked to attend Scientia business and 
planning meetings once a semester to coordinate with the executive committee. They attend all 
Scientia lectures and events and have the opportunity to join outside speakers, including the Bochner 
lecturer, for lunch or dinner. 

The 2008-9 Fellowships provide a stipend of $1000. 

Qualifications include a dedicated, interdisciplinary perspective, organizational and motivational 
skills necessary for the successful implementation of new projects, ability to work independently 
to complete projects on schedule, and an excellent academic record, Snow Fellows must be in 
residence for the entire 2008-9 academic year.. 

Interested students should submit an application by Friday, April 11 by email to Prof. Susan 

Mcintosh, Director of Scientia: skmci@rice.edu 

Applications should include: 
•A brief (2-3 page) statement of your interdisciplinary interests, and some preliminary ideas 
about the kind of student-oriented activities you might develop during the fellowship year. 
•An unofficial transcript 

•One letter of support from a Rice faulty member 

PIN 
From page 1 

Gibson, who was appointed dean 
of academic advising last July, said he 
started formally researching the PIN 
advising system a year ago by looking 
into peer schools' methods. He said the 
former dean, Michelle Daly, had looked 
into revisingthe system. After meeting 
with 2,500 students and faculty mem-
bers, Gibson presented his proposal 
to the faculty senate March 12. He 
said his 12 years at Rice as a resident 
associate at Sid Richardson and Martel 
Colleges have afforded him a unique 
perspective of students' views since he 
had heard their complaints about the 
PIN system over the years. 

Gibson said he expects a slight de-
crease in the number of students who 
visit faculty advisors since registration 
will no longer require a PIN. He said 
the number of substantive meetings 
between students and faculty advisors 
will increase, however. 

"The responsibility [of regis-
tering for major and distribution 
courses] has always been with stu-
dents," Gibson said "Now, they're 
more aware of this responsibility, 
and they won't see a faculty advisor 
just because of requirements." 

Gibson said the Student Asso-
ciation's fall poll about the RDA PIN 
revealed that 40 percent of students 
would still see a faculty advisor even if 
they did not need to get a PIN. 

He said he does not predict an 
increase in the number of student 
errors in satisfying graduation 
requirements. 

"Students make mistakes now," 
Gibson said. "With that freedom [to 
choose one's courses], students do 
different things and sometimes fall 
through the cracks." 

He said he plans to keep freshmen 
from falling through those cracks by 
encouraging them to meet with faculty 
advisors in November and in the spring 
of their first year. 

In the future, Gibson said he plans 
to start an advising profile Web site 
for students. Students will log on and 
enter information about their academic 
interests, which they can change as 
often as necessary. He said the Web 
site may be up by next fall. 

"It's a bad analogy, but it will 
serve like Facebook for advising," 
Gibson said. 

Gibson said while faculty advisors in 
general may be underutilized, advising 
for transfer credit, prelaw, athletics and 
health professions are understaffed ar-
eas that see large numbers of students. 
He plans to train more faculty members 
to be advisors this summer to increase 
students' advising resources. 

Gibson also plans to increase the 
number of academic fairs on campus 
to provide students additional infor-
mation about different majors. He 
also plans to increase the number of 
Peer Academic Advisors on campus 
during Orientation Week from ltf to27 
to ensure that they adequately answer 
students' questions. 

Gibson, who began the campus-
wide PA\ program in 2005, said 
he wants to have PAAs work with 
faculty advisors to offer students 
additional academic guidance within 
the colleges. 

Gibson said students and faculty 
members have generally reacted posi-
tively to the PIN elimination. 

"Students are excited about the 
removal and are actively interested 
in the rest [of the advising reform]," 
Gibson said. 

Lovett College sophomore Am-
ber Williams said getting rid of the 
PIN would make registration easier 
for students. 

"I know a lot of people who have had 
really bad experiences with advisors 
not being available," Williams said. 
"When you have to drop a class tomor-
row, it's really difficult to meet with your 
college counselor to get a PIN." 

She said students would be less 
likely to visit tlleir advisors in the future 
since it is no longer required. 

"It gets busy that time of year," 
Williams said. "People aren't going to 
take the time to do something that's 
not mandatory, especially at Rice, when 
everything is really hurried." 

I 
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Paris: When it sizzles 
Madame Goux teaches students taking French classes how to cook French cuisine in the South Servery on Saturday night. The event, sponsored by the French Studies Department, was frejj. 
Goux was assisted by Chef Ed Castillo. 

PARKING 
From page 1 

so students actually pay for their 
spots. The Greenbriar Lot currently 
has about 1,500 spaces, but the lot 
is on average 85 percent full, and 
sometimes the demands on the lot 
are so great that the Beer-Bike track 
has to be closed off for parking. 
If the restriping of the lot goes as 
planned, the lot will have 500 ad-
ditional spaces. 

A recent Student Association 
poll about parking has led the stu-
dents on the committee to also push 
for a return to the tiered system 

of parking so that students would 
pay different amounts depending 
on their graduating classes. Under 
this plan, freshmen would pay a 
higher parking fee than would the 
seniors. Though the exact numbers 
will not be available until Leebron 
approves the recommendations 
— perhaps by Monday, although 
the exact date is uncertain — re-
turning to the tiered system will 
result in a lowering of the average 
parking permit price for students, 
Max said. 

Max said student and faculty 
parking fees more than compen-
sate for the p a c i n g costs. After 
factoring in the costs of shuttle-
bus operation, however, he said 
transportation consistently runs 
a deficit each year. He said the 
Parking Committee has used this 
fact to justify raising parking rates 
in recent years. 

Other recent changes include 
changing the North Lot Annex 
to a mixed contract and visitor 
parking lot, while the North Lot 

will be mixed after 5:30 p.m. on 
weekdays and on weekends. 

Also, the Athletics Department is 
constructing a plaza between Autry 
Court and the Tennis Center, which 
will take away about 30 spots from the 
Hess Court Lot, and the entrance to 
that lot will have to be moved from 
its current location. 

Three levels of underground park-
ing have been completed at the site of 
the still-under-construction CRC. 

"We're trying to get an improved 
parking situation for students next 
year," committee chair Phil Bedient, 
a Civil Engineering professor, said. 

The recommendations will be final-
ized by the end of next week with the 
helpofSAPresidentMattYounandwill 
then be sent to Leebron for review. 

PARKING '08 - ' 09 

Here is the rundown 
of what the University 
Standing Committee 
on Parking suggests to 
President David Leebron: 

• Redesign Greenbriar Lot 
to include 500 more 
spots. 

• Return to a tiered parking 
fee system in which fee is 
determined by class. 

Leebron is expected to re-
view these points Monday. 

VALUE 
From page 1 

will increase the grant that would 
otherwise be a loan. 

"It will increase our financial aid 
costs, and it may also attract more 
students at that income level," 
Collins said. 

However, she said student financial 
services do not focus on rankings. 

"Their job is to help students on 
their financial aid, do analyses for 
those eligible for need-based aid ... 
and help students get information 
about loans," she said. 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Varun Kumar said he was surprised 
upon hearing about Rice's value 
ranking. 

"Five years ago I would have un-
derstood why we were ranked so high 
up, but with recent tuition hikes I'm 
frankly very surprised that we're still 
in the top five," Kumar said. 

ATTORNEY 
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Culture is more than skin deep 
Hanszen College sophomore Anissa Meher-Homjl receives a henna skin-art drawing on her wrist during Rice's annual Culture Fair last Friday. The event featured showcases from a 
number of different cultural clubs on campus. 

Children's campus 
set to open in August 

by Jane Lee 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Construction around campus 
is not limited to the benefit of 
just college students anymore: 
some new buildings will now 
attract students under the age of 
five. Next August, Rice will open 
a Montessori school, Rice Chil-
dren 's Campus, for the children 
of faculty and staff members. 
The school will be located at 
5504 C h a u c e r Dr., be tween 
University and Rice Blvd. 

RCC will enroll 84-86 children 
from six weeks old through five 
years old. The acceptance period 
for applications for enrollment 
this fall began Mar. 17. Pro-
jected monthly tuitions range 
from $950-$l, 100, depending on 
the age of the student. 

Houston childcare firm Met-
ropolitan Montessori Schools, 
which currently operates the 
downtown Cathedra l House 
School, will also operate RCC. 
M M S e m p h a s i z e s the Mon-
tessor i t each ing t echn iques 
of cul t ivat ing s tudent skills 
through an emphasis on engag-
ing physical environment and 
self-directed activity. 

Associate Vice President for 
Human Resources Mary Cronin 
said RCC could help recruit Rice 
faculty by offering a childcare 
opportunity close to campus. 

"Providing this service is 
very important to our ability to 
recruit the very best faculty, an 
issue that has been raised by 
faculty who have many com-
peting offers and who want to 
make sure their work life is in 
order, and that quality childcare 

opportunities are available for 
their children," Cronin said. 

Although the re are many 
c h i l d c a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s in 
Hous ton , Cronin said mos t 
Houston childcare centers cater 
to older children, which leave 
faculty at a loss in the search 
for infant care. 

Cronin said Rice's faculty and 
t rus tees have considered start-
ing a childcare center for over 
20 years. Cronin said construc-
tion on the school began last 
semester after a faculty group 
proposed the infant care center 
to Pres ident David Leebron. 
This panel of Rice staff, which 
is led by Faculty Fellow Philip 
Kortum, currently advises and 
aids the RCC in preparation for 
its opening in the fall. Rice's 
Board of Trus tees authorized 
the purchase of the land for 
the school, and Rice owns both 
the p roper ty and the build-
ing of the children's campus. 
The building is cert i f ied by 
t h e G r e e n Bu i ld ing Coun-
cil's LEED program in accor-
dance with Rice's commitment 
to sustainability. 

The RCC may collaborate 
with programs at Rice. Accord-
ing to Leebron's opening state-
ment of the RCC, the school will 
work with Rice's School Literacy 
and Culture Project in order to 
emphasize early literacy. The 
children's campus group is also 
open to any interesting ideas 
about the involvement of Rice 
undergraduates in the center, 
Cronin said. She said the Rice 
community has high hopes for 
the benefits arising from the 
new school. 

KAUST Discoid v Scholarship 
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Full scholarships for science 
and technology students 

The King Abdullah University of Science and Technology 

(KAUST), a 21 si century graduate-level, research university, 

is offering scholarships for future leaders in science, 

engineering, and technology. 

The benefits of the KAUST Discovery Scholarship include: 

• Full tuition at current institution 

• Living stipend, book and computer allowance 

• Upon graduation, admission and full scholarship for 

the KAUST master's degree program at the University's 

Red Sea campus 

The KAUST campus opens in September''^009 Highly 

talented students with one to two years remaining in 

first university degree programs can apply now. 

Visit www.kaust.edu.sa/diseovery 01 erpail 
scholarships (f^kaust.edu.sa 
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Board of Trustees members visit college commons 
by Evan Mintz 

T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Last Wednesday, students across 
campus may have found interesting 
additions to their usual lunchtime 
routine of conversation and servery 
food as members of the Board of 
Trustees joined them in their college 
commons to discuss campus issues, 
with some members returning to the 
college they attended during their 
years at Rice. Campus growth under 
the Vision for the Second Century, 
student diversity and the differing 
styles of President David Leebron 
and former president Malcolm Gillis 
were popular conversation topics. 

Marc Shapiro, a former Vice 
Chairman at J.P. Morgan Chase and 
current Director of Kimberly-Clark 
Corporation, ate at Martel College 
along with Leebron. Shapiro ex-
plainetf to students the board's actual 
role at Rice, which is approving bud-
gets and working with the president 
on long-term planning. 

Martel College President David 
Albers and Martel sophomore 
Kendall Hollis asked Leebron and 
Shapiro about diversity at Wee. 
Shapiro explained that he believed 
the increase in the undergraduate 
population would help Rice with 
such issues. 

"As Rice expands, we have an op-
portunity for racial and geographical 
diversity," Shapiro said. "People from 
different parts of the country can 
expand diversity to mean a broader 
subject than race." 

Shaprio was asked to compare 
Leebron and Gillis from the perspec-
tive of a board member. He said it was 
difficult to compare the two. 

"Leebron is a good listener 
and brings consensus for broad 
programs to move ahead," Shapiro 
said. "Gillis was a scientist and 
economist and big on research and 
scientific endeavors." 

Lynn Elsenhans (J ones '78), who 
ate at Jones College, agreed with 
the sentiment. 

Are uou looking f o r 

funding fo r a community-

based project? 

Check out the Community 

Involvement Center 's website 

(http://www.rice.edu /service) 

f o r more information on a new 

grant oppor tun i ty ! 

"Malcolm tends to have a more 
advocating style: He brings people 
along," Elsenhans said. "David has 
a more engaging style." 

Elsenhans is the executive vice 
president of global manufacturing at 
Shell Downstream Inc. and former 
president of Shell Oil Company. 

Vicki Bretthauer (Jones 79), who 
also ate at Jones and is the former 
chief executive officer of DHL Air-
ways, said Rice was not well known 
enough outside Texas. 

Robert Maxfield (Hanszen 
'63), one of the founders of ROLM 
Corporation, and Robert Clarke 
(Hanszen '63), founder of Bracewell 
& Giuliani LLP's global financial ser-
vices practice, both ate at Hanszen 
College, where the topics ranged 

from Rice's expansion to exploding 
water balloons. 

Maxfield said if Rice wanted to 
keep up as a high-level research 
institution, its goal since the term 
of President Kenneth Pitzer in the 
1960s, it would have to grow, largely 
to give researchers big enough peer 
circles to work with. 

"If you really want to keep up 
in that regard, size does matter," 
Maxfield said. "Either you have got 
to grow, or be highly selective in the 
research you do." 

After questions from Hanszen se-
nior Court Jackson, Maxfield talked 
about his undergraduate years at 
Hanszen, explaining that hazing was 
the norm during the college system's 
formative years. 

"In those days, [Orientation 
Week] was essentially fraternity 
hazing," Maxfield said. 

Throughout the year, underclass-
men would be punished for various 
violations, such as not wearing their 
class beanies, by being forced to go 
on shack runs, Maxfield said. On 
a shack run, a student would have 
to take the food order of everyone 
he could find at his college and 
then go to the fast food restaurants 
across Main St. 

Maxfield said he had to go on 
a shack run after dropping a water 
balloon on an upperclassman in one 
of the Hanszen stairwells. 

"I ran back to my room and 
thought no one saw me," Maxfield 
said. "But I guess someone did." 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHf 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

Left: Board Member Mark Shapiro finishes lunch in the Martel College Commons Wednesday. Top: Board Member 
Robert Clarke (Hanszen '63) talks to students in the Hanszeri College Commons. Bottom: Board Member Robert 
Maxfield (Hanszen '63) chats with Hanszen College senior Court Jackson. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Rice's Board of Trustees is made up of 24 members and President David Leebron. They visited the 
colleges Wednesday. 

• James W. Crownover (Hanszen '65), 
Chairman 

• D. Bucky Allshouse (Wiess '71) 

• D. Kent Anderson (Hanszen '62) 

• Tevela Rose Barnes (Baker '75) 

• Alfredo Brener 

• Vicki W. Bretthauer (Jones '79) 

• Robert T. Brockman 

• Albert Y. Chao 

• Robert L. Clarke (Hanszen '63) 

• Bruce W. Dunlevie (Sid '79) 

• Lynn Laverty Elsenhans (Jones '78) 

• Douglas L. Foshee 

• Susanne Morris Glasscock (Jones '62) 

• Carl E. Isgren (Baker '61) 

• K. Terry Koonce (Will Rice'60) 

• David W. Leebron 

• Robert R. Maxfield (Hanszen '63) 

• Steven L. Miller 

• M. Kenneth Oshman (Wiess '62) 

• Jeffery 0. Rose 

• Hector de J. Ruiz 

• Marc Shapiro 

• L.E. Simmons 

• Robert B. Tudor III (Hanszen '82) 

• James S. Turley (Lovett '77) 

http://www.rice.edu
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FEVER 

Dengue Fever 

What do you get when you 

combine psychedelic garage 

rock with pop sung in Khmer? 

The Cambodian phenomenon 

performing at 7 p.m. this 

Saturday. Catch the fever for 

only $10. 

The Orange Show 

2401 Munger 

www. orangeshow. org 

VOICE 

Saul Williams 

Star of the independent film 

Slam, preacher and friend of 

Nine Inch Nails, Saul Williams 

is a Renaissance man for 

modern times. Watch him 

combine hip-hop and spoken 

word at 6 p.m. on Tuesday. 

Purchase $15 tickets at the 

venue's web site. 

Warehouse Live 

813 St. Emanuel 

www.saulwilliams.com 

DINOS 

Walking with 
Dinosaurs: The 

Live Experience 

April is the cruelest month, 

breeding DINOSAURS out 

of the dead land, mixing 

memory and desire, stirring 

dull DINOSAURS with spring 

rain. Walk with them this 

Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the 

Toyota Center. Showtimes 

through Sunday, tickets on sale 

online. 

Houston Toyota Center 

1510 Polk 

www.dinosaurlive.com 
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Are you experienced? An interview with the 
makers of The Connor O'Hoolihan Experience 
by Julie Armstrong 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Rice Thresher spent a few 
quality moments in the RTV5 studio 
getting to know the faces in front of 
and behind the camera of the new 
Rice Sketch Comedy spin-off, The 
Connor O'Hoolihan Experience, before 
the satire-driven show takes on an 
independent life of its own. 

The mock news phenomenon 
stars Baker College sophomore Con-
nor Hollowwa as the show's namesake 
and features writing by Jones College 
junior Barr Reed. Hanszen College 
senior and Thresher cartoonist Dan 
Derozier heads up filming and pro-
duction. The show's third episode 
premiered online on Thursday. 

7hresher. So tell me what this show 
is about. 

B a r r Reed: The point of the show 
is that it kind of has a Stephen Colbert 
theme, but if s at Rice, and the character 
is a racist guy from [America's] white 
suhurbia. It's his process of exploring 
the world around him in the form of 
investigative reporting, kind of like 
Amy Davis, but more intelligent 

Thresher. Who does what on the 
show? 

BR; I wrote the first episode and 
came to Connor-with the idea to do this, 
but after he got on board, it morphed 
from what was originally written. 

Connor Hollowwa: I helped with 
the second episode, which was obvi-
ously worse, but — 

B R [laughs] No, 1 mean, the sec-
ond episode wasworse, but Connor had 
nothing to do with it . . . The process is 
t hat 1 write the general idea, t hrow out 
some scene ideas, bounce them off of 
Connorforawhile [until] itreally shifts, 
then he brings [the ideas] back to me 
and 1 write them down. Ifwehad togive 
positions, I would say I'm the principal 
writer and he's the principal actor, but 
there's much more of a blur. 

Thresher. Have you two worked on 
anything else together in the past? 

BR: C onnor and I actually have 
a history of collaboration. I guess 
it's weird because we've never been 
best friends, but at same time we've 
always had some sort of project We 
worked a lot last year [on] a failed, 
failed, failed ... 

CH: Miserably failed. 
BR: ... terrible electronic music 

project It was like Ratatat, minus the 
guitar and the drum beats. 1 didn't even 
like listening to it. 

CH: You can only do so much with 
GarageBand. 

BR: We have a history of wasting 
our time on things we'll never be able 

% 
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JULIE ARMSTRONG/THRESHER 

Baker sophomore Connor Hollowwa, Hanszen senior Dan Derozier and Jones junior Barr Reed — the funnymen behind 
The Connor O'Hoolihan Experience — pose outside the RTV5 office on the second floor of the Rice Memorial Student Center. 

to put on business or dental school 
applications. 

Thresher. What does Dan do? 
BR: He feeds us chocolates. We 

lie back and he dangles them into 
our mouths and we listen to classi-
cal music. 

Dan Derozier I work the cameras, 
and I do a good part of the editing. 

Basically I'm the producer. 
Thresher. Why did you decide to 

start the show? 
BR: [God] said, "Ifyou don't write 

this, I'm gonna kill you," and I didn't 
want to die, so I wrote it. But seri-
ously, I was writing for Rice Sketch 
Comedy — and we still kick around 
a few ideas with [RSC president 

and Baker College junior Faheem 
Ahmed] — but we started to realize 
that the sketch was taking on its own 
personality and maybe should be a 
continual thing. 

Thresher. Like The Colbert 
Report? 

B R Right... So I guess Faheem is 
See O'HOOLIHAN, page 14 

Sophomore slump: Panic at the Disco and The Raconteurs 
show that springtime growth should not mean uprooting 
by Sarah Cook 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Yesterday, both Panic at the Disco 
and The Raconteurs released their 
sophomore efforts, and in my excite-
ment, 1 bought them both. As a way 
early Christmas present to myself, 1 
first opened Pretty. Odd., the beautiful 
Panic at the Disco album, drawn to 
the gorgeous nineteenth-century-
style cover, thick with flowers and 
butterflies. 

As the first song, "We're So 
Starving," came on, I remembered 
why I love them so much. It's not 
because they're indie-cool (because 
they're not). It's not because they're 

technically the best 
musicians (because 
they ' re not). It is 
b e c a u s e of t h e i r 
fast, upbeat, fresh 
sound, a sound that 
evokes smiles even 
when the lyrics are 
filled with prosti-
tutes, adultery and 
sleazy hotels. Un-
fortunately, as the 
album continued, 1 

realized that these snarky pop kids 
seem to have thrown out their old 
sound for something much sunnier 
and, sadly, much more boring. 

Some of the songs do showcase 
the old band, especially "We're So 
Starving," "Pas de Chavel" and "That 

'Pretty. Odd.' and 

'Consolers of the LoneV 
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Green Gentleman." These are the 
big theatrical songs that work so 
well for Panic at the Disco, who are 
at heart an arena act. In songs like 
"She Had the World" and "The Piano 
Knows Something I Don't," they try 
a new psychedelic feel, and here 
they seem to have made a cardinal 
mistake: they are trying to be Hie 
Beatles. It is as if they went into the 
studio wanting this to be their Sgt. 
Fepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band 
and decided halfway through just 
to copy the sound of that amazing 
album completely. 

It is the stripped-down tracks that 

seem the most removed from Panic's 
roots. After all the horns and drums 
and cymbals and choirs have disap-
peared, one might expect the band's 
old ironic lyrics to shine through, 
even to be highlighted. Instead, they 
take a much more straightforward 
and earnest attempt with the lyrics 
on this album. In addition, Brendon 
Urie's voice seems to strain during 
these bare songs, making him sound 
more whiny than flippant. 

The ent i re album comes across 
as decent, but not original. "Folkin' 
Around," a fiddle- and harmonica-
laden joy ride that sounds a little 
like Bob Dylan on crack, is prob-
ably its mos t innovative t rack. 
Panic has taken many of the great 
bands of the '60s, from Hie Beatles 
to The Kinks to The Beach Boys, 
and tried to use them to create 
someth ing new. The sad thing is 
that they failed. 

A more successful effort, Consol-
ers of the lonely, the second effort 
of Jack White 's pet project The 
Raconteurs, holds onto its roots 
while reaching for something new. 
Their familiar syrupy Southern rock. 

the love child of Ohio rockers The 
Black Keys and White's other band. 
The White Stripes, fills the album. 
The opening track, "Consoler of the 
Lonely," begins with a heavy electric 
guitar and is slowly joined by drums, 
as though one is hearing the begin-
ning of a real show. White's voice 
fades in and reveals that he can still 
pull out some new tricks, as it sounds 
smoother and calmer than usual. 

The next track, "Salute Your Solu-
tion," brings back the strained and 
colorful vocals that fans have come 
to expect from White. It resembles 
a more thought-out "Icky Thump," 
with stronger d rums than on their 
first a lbum as The Raconteurs ' 
d rummer moves more towards a 
White Stripes style. 

A few slow-paced songs give 
the album variety and texture, but 
the real strength appears in 'Top 
Yourself." This is the masterpiece 
of the album, with a bluesy, sparse 
beginning that leads languidly from 
verse to chorus in a dark new direc-
tion. Although some songs, like the 
short "Many Shades of Black," feel 
like filler, the rest are pure gold. 

http://www.saulwilliams.com
http://www.dinosaurlive.com
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Don't be an April fool: rent classics 
by Brian Reinhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

Drillbit Taylor. College Road Trip. 
Never Back Down. Do any of those 
titles make you want to run to the 
movie theater? Me neither. With the 
Oscars over and all the good movies of 
the year scheduled to come out during 
either summer or fall, Hollywood is 
beginning to feed us a steady stream 
of crap. What is a movie lover to do? 

My solution is to start renting 
older movies. There are hundreds 
of forgotten films from decades past 
just waiting for us to rediscover 

them. Here are some recommen-
dations to start things off: three 
obscure, but great, movies from the 
70s, '80s and '90s. 

Silent Movie (1976) 
Comedy fans already know and 

love director Mel Brooks for his 
classic spoofs Spaceballs and Young 
Frankenstein, but very few people 
have seen one of his greatest efforts. 
Silent Movie was the first true silent 
film to be made in decades, and it 
bursts with slapstick humor and 
silly situations. 

The movie shows Brooks and his 

Three good reasons 
Rice students should consider 

Summer School this year: 
1. Pay full tuition for your first course and get 

subsequent courses at half price. 

2. You can now take up to 12 credit hours 
during the summer. 

3. You no longer need to apply to attend 
Summer School. If you're in good standing 
at Rice, you need only follow the simple 
registration process. 

Early session: May 13-30, 2008 
General Session: June 2-July 25, 2008 

For courses, dates, registration deadlines 
and other details, see 

www.gscs.rice.edu/svimmercredit 
or call 713-348-4803 

Visiting and Class 111 students 
should consult (he Web site 

tor separate instructions, 
including how to upplv. RICE 

Arimtrus/rml by the Susan n*' Vf. (il/is.san k StJioul of ('.on!inning Studies 

friends driving around Hollywood try-
ing unsuccessfully to convince stars 
like James Caan and Anne Bancroft 
to appear in their movie. Along the 
way they have weird adventures and 
indulge in quirky, over-the-top humor. 
For example, when they ask the 
French mime Marcel Marceau if he 
will star in the movie, Marceau yells 
"Non!" and thus is the only person to 
speak in Silent Movie. 

My Favorite Year (1982) 
In this comedy, legendary actor 

Peter OToole stars as Alan Swann, 
an alcoholic movie star trying to quit 
his habit and make a comeback. He 
has some serious trouble keeping 
away from the booze, though, and 
matters build to a hilarious climax 
when Swann has to appear on a live 
TV show hopelessly wasted. 

My Favorite Year ranks among 
Premiere magazine's 50 funniest 
movies ever made, and for good 
reason. Alan Swann's drunken an-
tics and his colleagues' attempts at 
damage control make for some of 
the greatest moments in the history 
of film comedy. 

Awakenings (1990) 
One of my all-time favorite movies 

is Awakenings, and I am seriously 
depressed that nobody at Rice seems 
to have seen it before. Robert De 
Niro plays Leonard, a mental hospi-
tal patient in a catatonic state, able 
to think but unable to move until a 
new doctor (Robin Williams, in a 
serious role) begins to try different 
medications. Unfortunately, as all 
of the patients in the ward begin to 
"awaken" from their frozen states, 
they learn that the relief from their 
disability is only temporary. 

Awakenings is a real tearjerker. 
Not only is it brilliantly acted, in-
tensely emotional u d vivid, but it 
is also based on a true story: one of 
the original "frozen" patients plays 
herself in the film. 

Of course, plenty of other great 
movies from years past deserve 
another chance, too. Now that the 
theaters are serving up uninspired 
fare like The Hottie and the Nottie, we 
have an excuse to discover the clas-
sics we have missed. This list is just 
a start. It is time to go exploring! 

O'HOOLIHAN 
From page 12 
like Jon Stewart That's an SAT anal-
ogy for you. 

Thresher. What are your influ-
ences? 

CH: [laughs] Probably DMX. I 
mean, in every episode, I pick up a 
little more of what the character is sup-
posed to be like. It started as a Stephen 
Colbert-type [influence], but also, the 
American people [have influenced us]. 
There's a lot of comedy at Rice that can't 
get expressed. A lot of people enjoy 
our comedy, but they don't know why 
they enjoy it 

BR I think the point Connor makes 
is that we don't take ourselves too 
seriously, obviously, but we do want 
to provide sort of a voice for Rice that 
[it doesn't] have. For instance, the 
construction on campus is really an-
noying, and you could write an article 
about it, but no one would read that 
because everyone already knows ifs 
terrible; at the same time, ifs some-
thing weighing on people. We can't 
really do anything about it, but I think 
just noting it and bringing it into the 
open is a good thing. 

Thresher. Is the comedy in the 
show staged? 

CH: Sometimes we [prep our 
subjects], sometimes we don't, and 
usually it's a mix of the two. It can be 
very hard to tell. We're not even sure 
a lot of the time. 

DD: It's a mix between scripted and 
unscripted comedy. 

Thresher. How is working with 
President Leebron? 

BR: He'sextremely intelligent, and 
as far as acting goes, he's very polite, 
and we had a really good time. 

CH: He is also surprisingly good 
at improvisation, compared to reading 
from a script. 

7hresher. Is Ping Sun as attrac-
tive as she appears in the Sallyport? 
BR The answer is a resounding yes. 

CH: Yes. 
DD. Oh, everybody knows that. 
Thresher. What are your long-term 

goals for this show? 
BR I want to bring revolution to 

Rice. I want a revolt of the people. 
CH: If we could say that just three 

people had a blast watching the show. 

then it would be worth it 
DD: To see the light in a child's 

eyes. 
BR And the rainbow in a gasoline 

puddle. 
CH: If our show can take away 

from people's attention like Facebook, 
[even for] one person at one time, 
then I'm complete. 

Thresher. I've heard that from 
now on, the public will not hear from 
the creators of the show, but from 
the characters. 

BR We just want to say that the 
nature of satire is to tell the truth in a 
series of lies, so it can be implied that 
everything said in an episode is the 
complete opposite of what we believe. 
After that, there are no apologies. 

CH: If we were to swap back and 
forth between our characters and real 
life, it could be confusing for people. 

BR There is no turning back 
You're looking me in the eye as I manu-
ally cross over the line. You're the last 
person to see me for who I am. 

Ifs all satire, and if we make fun of 
a group, we're paying homage. Like 
the last episode on the Marching Owl 
Band. Connor and I are big fans of 
the MOB. No other schools do it like 
they do, so the episode is very much 
a tribute to that. If we cover you, it 
means what you're doing on campus 
is either making it better, messing it up 
or doing something else that we think 
is noteworthy and want to record, and 
that is our respect toward you. 

CH: lliere are too many kids on 
this campus [who] do nothing other 
than schoolwork, and they need to 
get out and see that there are other 
things to do. 

Thresher. This show is going to be 
pretty offensive. 

BR: You know, any time you do 
something worth your while, there 
will always be a group of people who 
dislike it, and 1 feel that's just something 
we have to accept here. Now, I guess 
you could make a case, you could say, 
"Yeah, but you don't have to make a 
9/11 joke to an Islamic person." To 
which I say to you, "Yes, we do." 

For more information and to view 
the show, visit connorohoolihan.com. 

w n y is OUR MASCOT THE OWL? 
I NEVER SEE AN9 OWLS 

LOTS OF THEM LU UJ 

(JEAH. 
THEM TOO 

GAGGLES. YOU SEE 
GAGGLES OF GEESE 

OWLS 
TTME 

A R G r t r ^ I / 
AROUND 

| i • 

ITS SAME TIME WITCHES! Y6u can't rush this, Hobizzle' You can t just 

BE cool i f you arc going to college, you have 

to LOOK cool. You have to wear 

awesome T-shirts that show 

how much of a rebel you are, 

Alright, I took the oxygen tanks 

and the safety meter o f f 

of the suit, since 

you apparentely 

don't need them. 

Veah "they just) 

weren't vibe with 

the college scene, 

I mean really, 

Hobart. 

because girls are c razy j 
like a fox about that 

Please hurry, 

I don't want 

be late for 

class 

[ 

Alright, stand back, 

I ' m ready. 

Si»\* 

http://www.gscs.rice.edu/svimmercredit
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Thresher Sports 
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Casey Michel 

THRESHER SPORTS 
commentary 

Fantasies meant for 
bedroom, not ballpark 

As someone more famous than me once 
said, "Life has its poetry." It's a good phrase, 
but, being the entitled English major that I am, 
I'm going to fix it up a bit: "Life has its irony." 
Granted, I completely changed the meaning 
of the original phrase, but "irony" happens 
to be the word that captures the essence of 
a situation I encountered last Saturday — at 
least better than any Yeats ode or Eminem 
ballad ever could. 

With a brilliant afternoon beaming through 
my windows, March Madness was busy 

lighting up the faces 
of me and my friends. 
Couch sagging, eyes 
focused and Duke-hate-
mongering all around, 
the holidays of hoops 
had arrived. 

But as my gaze 
wandered during an 
AT&T interlude, I no-
ticed my roommate 
perusing an article 
that had nothing to do 

with O.J. Mayo's altruism or Dick Vitale's 
Diaper Dandies (the awesome freshman 
class, not a Depends surprise). In fact, the 
content of the article was the antithesis of 
the team-first focus that college basketball 
has worked so hard in developing—fantasy 
sports, the essence of individualism and the 
bane of my existence. 

More specifically, it was about baseball, 
the original team sport. 

Yes, life has its irony. 
While I could insert some trite joke about 

fantasy sports not actually having anything to 
do with Jenna Jameson pitching to Tommy 
Lee (with Pamela Anderson as the catcher), 
I'm sure everyone now knows what this bile 
entails. During the season-opening "draft," 
a group of stat geeks gather in a set location 
to select, one by one, the best players of the 
league. Graphs, whiteboards and scouting 
magazines often litter a dank basement as the 
guys get dolled up in their Devil Ray emerald 
and Oakland Athletic yellow. 

While I will always hold America's pastime 
in higher regard than, say, world peace, I don't 
know if I can ever forgive it for giving us a 
man who spawned such an evil: Bill James, 
the bearded bastion of baseball blunders. 
James helped introduce the field of "saber-
metrics," the numerical analysis of absolutely 

See FANTASY, page 18 

UH finishes off baseball's ten-game win streak 
by Jessica Cannon 

THRKSHKR STAFF 

Despite rain and near-freezing tempera-
tures, the baseball team managed to keep 
their arms warm enough to sweep Marshall 

South and handing a loss to Texas State 
University onTuesday. Unfortunately, No. 12 
Rice's (18-7) win streak ended at ten games 
Wednesday night when cross-town rival 
University of Houston handed the Owls an 
8-5 loss, although senior Jordan Dodson's 

University before returning to the sunny two-out fly ball in the ninth came within feet 

IN FOCUS: 
BASEBALL 
Record: 18-7 

Last 10: 9 1 

Last week: Rice 
swept Marshall 
on the road but 
fell 8-5 to UH at 
Cougar Field 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Although his recent stint as a starter did not go according to plan, senior pitcher Cole St. Clair has 
returned to his 2007 form as a reliever. During the second game of Rice's series with Marshall last 
weekend, the southpaw struck out six Marshall batters to help the Owls hang on for a 13-9 win. 

of sending the game into extra innings. 
Looking ahead, the Owls will be enmeshed 

in a tough series this weekend with the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi. The homestand, 
which begins today at 6:30 p.m. at Reckling 
Park, will give Rice a chance to pad its confer-
ence record, which stands at 4-1. The Golden 
Eagles (15-7) have been one of the streakiest 
teams in Conference USA this year — after 
a five-game losing streak earlier this month, 
they have taken nine of their last 10 to climb 
back above .500. 

Southern Miss will be led by senior starter 
Barry Bowden, who had 14 strikeouts in 
his last appearance 
and was named the 
C-USA Pitcher of 
the Week for the 
second time on 
March 4. 

"I think South-
ern Mississippi 
has some of the 
best pitching in 
the league, other 
than ours, and 
they've got hitting 
too," head coach 
Wayne Graham 
said. "It's a critical 
series. [They] may be the second best team 
in the league." 

However, the Owls' focus this week will 
be on their toughest in-state competition, 
the University of Texas. The 13th-ranked 
Longhorns (17-6) recently took two of three 
on the road from a scrappy Texas Tech 
University squad, and their potent offense is 
ninth in the nation with 8.78 runs per game. 
In addition, their batters are well-disciplined 
at the plate — their 136 walks are fourth in 
the country. 

A win overTexas would obviously be a boon 
to Rice's rankings, but Graham said the Owls 
will undoubtedly face stiff competition from 
both the Longhorns and their fans. 

"[Beating Texas] would be a tremendous 
power-rating game because it's a win on 
the road over a quality opponent," Graham 
said. "(But it] seems like half the state wears 
Texas paraphernalia." 

Rice faced road tests in Charleston, W.V., 
last week against the Thundering Herd 
(8-12) in their first conference series of the 
season. The Owls opened the series with 
a 6-1 victory behind by sophomore starter 
Ryan Berry's seven-strikeout performance. 
Senior left fielder Derek Myers and junior 
center fielder Jared Gayhart each had two 
RBIs to pace the offense. 

See BASEBALL, page 19 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Friday, March 28 
• Baseball vs. Southern Miss 
6:30 p.m. — Reckling Park 

• Men's and Women's Track at Victor Lopez Bayou Classic 
All Day — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

Saturday, March 29 
•Baseball vs. Southern Miss 
2 p.m. — Redding Park 

• Men's and Women's Track at Victor Lopez Bayou Classic 
All Da$~- Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

Sunday, Mar 
• Baseball vs. Sffl 
1 p.m. — Rec$tyj^ 

Tuesday, A 
• Baseball at Texas 
6:05 p.m. — Austin, Texas 

Wednesday, April 2 
• Men's Tennis vs. Tulsa 

1:30 p.m. 

• Baseball vs. Dallas Baptist 
6:30 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Men's tennis catches breath before facing Tulsa 
by Casey Michel 

T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

When three straight wins over 
ranked opponents can be described 
as the calm before the storm, it is easy 
to see how tough the men's tennis 
schedule really is. Having already 
faced a dozen opponents ranked in 
the top 75 over the last few months, 
the men's tennis team took on three 
more at last weekend's Rice Invite, 
sweeping aside No. 46 University of 
Iowa, No. 68 MiddleTennessee State 
and No. 62 University of San Diego to 
capture the tournament crown. 

But now is no time for the 22nd-
ranked Owls to exhale — their 
most important test of the season 
comes to Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
this Wednesday. The University of 
Tulsa, currently ranked 11th in the 
nation, has given Rice the greatest 
trouble of any opponent in recent 
memory: The Golden Hurricane has 
halted the Owls' last two Conference 
USA championship runs in the final 
match to capture two consecutive 
conference titles. 

Tulsa's current squad does 
not look to be any easier than the 
past teams, either. Two of Tulsa's 

doubles pairs are ranked in the top 
40, and on the singles roster No. 18 
Arnau Brugues heads up a tough 
lineup. The highest-ranked C-USA 

THIS WEEK 

No. 22 Rice vs. 
No. 11 Tulsa 

When: Wed., April 2 at 
1:30 p.m. 
Where: Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium 
Last year: During the 
C-USA Championship 
match, Tulsa shut out 
host Rice 4-0 to claim 
it's second title in as 
many years. 

team, Tulsa has also won eight of 
its last nine contests against teams 
in the top 75. 

Despite Tulsa 's impressive 
resume, there may be hope for the 

Owls: The Golden Hurricane has 
yet to beat a top 20 opponent and 
was recently humbled 6-1 by No. 9 
University of Southern California. 

Head coach Ron Smarr said 
although Rice has a chance to win, 
Tulsa's talent is still comparable to 
any other team in the country. 

"They're a legitimate top 10 
team, and they have a lot of talent," 
Smarr said. "They're very beatable, 
[but] they're very good in doubles 
and they're a very seasoned team. 
[Brugues] is as good as anyone in 
the country." 

If the Owls can count on one 
thing as they prepare to square off 
with the Golden Hurricane, it is 
momentum. Not only will the match 
be at home, where Rice is 6-2 this 
year, but the ()wls have been rolling 
since they began play against the 
Hawkeyes last Friday. 

The home team began the 
opening match of the Rice Invite 
in convincing fashion, clinching 
doubles to jump to a 1-0 lead. 
Singles, however, was not quite as 
easy. After sophomore Christoph 
Miiller, ranked 49th in the nation, 
downed Christian Bierich 6-1,6-4 at 

See TENNIS, page 20 
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Women's tennis1 streak hits nine with victories over TSU, UTA 
by Rhodes Coffey 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

At a school where the number 
of Rhodes Scholars outnumbers 
the number of national champion-
ships, athletic victories never get 
old. Therefore, the women's tennis 
team's nine-match winning streak 
is quite impressive from Rice's 
point of view, even considering the 
lowly stature of its opponents. Last 
weekend, the Owls extended that 
streak by annihilating Texas State 
University and the University of 
Texas-Arlington 
4-0 at Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium. 

With the wins, 
Rice jumped to 
55th in the na-
tion with only one 
match remain-
ing in the regular 
season. The Owls 
travel to Dallas, 
Texas, on April 5 
to take on South-
e r n M e t h o d i s t 
University, their 
second Confer-
e n c e USA foe 
of the year. The 
Mustangs are streaking as well, but 
in the opposite direction: Having 
faced a tough array of opponents 
in the last month, SMU will look to 
rebound from a five-match skid. 

Rice and SMU have an extensive 
postseason history, with the Owls 
getting the better of the Mustangs 
in each of the last two C-USATour-
naments. Two years ago, Rice lost 
the regular season matchup in a 
close finish, but surged back in the 
postseason with a run of upsets, 
triumphing as the no. 7 seed over 
the top-ranked Mustangs to take 
the conference title. In 2007, Rice 
was ranked tenth in the conference 

DID YOU KNOW? 
If Rice comes out on top 
April 5 against SMU, the Owls 
will finish the regular season 
with a record of 16-3 and a 
winning pet. of .842. The 
victory will give Rice its great-
est regular season since the 
1982-'83 campaign, when 
the Owls went 20-3 for an 
.870 winning pet. 

but ousted second-seeded SMU 
in a stunning come-from-behind 
4-3 vic tory to advance to the 
semi-finals. 

SMU is only returning two of 
its sue of its singles lineup regulars 
from last year, and its top player, 
Natalia Bubien, has already lost to 
Rice sophomore Julie Chao in each 
of their last two matchups. 

Despite the team's recent history, 
senior Tiffany Lee, who has expe-
rienced those matches first-hand, 
said this week's contest will be just 
like any other. 

"To me, it 
is just another 
m a t c h , " Lee 
said. "We want 
to really show 
t h a t we a r e 
number one in 
the conference 
and go out and 
beat SMU first 
with the goal to 
win conference 
afterwards. We 
will attack them, 
working hard 
at each spot, 
and s h o w i n g 
no mercy." 

For a lesson in how to compete 
with SMU, the Owls need to look no 
further than how they played Texas 
State last Saturday. Right off the bat, 
the No. 1 doubles duo of Chao and 
senior Dominique Karas blanked An-
drea Giraldo and Ashley Ellis 8-0, tak-
ing only a half an hour to finish them 
off. Lee and sophomore Rebecca Iin 
followed with an 8-2 trouncing of Jen-
nifer Nowland and Sumarie Muller 
at the second spot on the ladder to 
secure the doubles point. 

Chao dominated Giraldo on 
center court with a 6-2, 6-1 triumph 
to begin singles. Lin then shut out 
Muller 6-0,6-0, and freshman Varsha 

* . 

p r t n i 

m 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

Senior Dominique Karas, here serving with sophomore Julie Chao in doubles, helped No. 55 Rice sweep Texas State 
4-0 last Saturday. The win helped the Owls become the highest-ranked team in C-USA. 

Shiva-Shankar completed the dual 
match victory with a 6-0,6-2 win over 
Natalie McLeod. 

"That was a good opportunity to 
get that feel for the postseason and 
end after four points," head coach 
Roger White said. "It was fun to 
watch [the team] play efficient tennis 
and finish quickly." 

On Sunday, Rice continued its 
winning ways with another easy 
victory. As the last home match of 
the season, the day started off with a 
presentation of Ilowers to the team's 
seniors. Graduating seniors Lee, 
Karas. Christine Dao and former 
player Kimberley Patenaude were 

honored and celebrated for helping 
the Owls achieve four-year marks 
of an overall 40-7 home record, 385 
individual victories, and a confer-
ence title in 2006. 

"I will remember that day and the 
huge flowers for the rest of my life," 
Lee said. "However, in a way, it was 
somewhat anti-climatic because of the 
natureofthematchagainstUTA It did 
not feel like the last match [at home] 
because we are so focused on [the] 
conference [tournament]." 

The match with UTA was resched-
uled from February because the 
Mavericks had been plagued with 
injuries earlier in the season, but the 

team still could not field a full slate. 
Rice picked up a default victory at 
No. 1, and Lee and Lin managed to 
beat Sara Pesic and Daiana Negreanu 
in the No. 2 spot to seal the doubles 
point for Rice. 

Rice automatically moved ahead 
to 3-0 as UTA only played four 
singles players and forfeited two 
points. In the No. 3 spot, Hadvi-
gerova knocked off Lee 6-1, 6-1 to 
earn UTA's lone point, but Karas 
clinched the match with a 6-1, 6-3 
victory. Chao also added on with 
a 6-2, 7-5 win. Braid muscled ou 'a 
tough three-set match 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 
to complete the 6-1 triumph. 

MATT CRNKOV1CH/THRESHER 

Sophomore Julie Chao prepares for a forehand in Rice's 4-0 shutout of UTA 
last Sunday, extending the Owls' win streak to nine matches. Rice will look 
to make that run double-digits on April 5 against C-USA foe SMU. 

ANALYZING THE STREAK 
Date Opponent Result Opp. Record 

Feb. 1 8 Northwestern St. 6 - 1 (W) 3-4 

Feb. 2 2 Sam Houston St. 6 - 1 (W) 1-8 

Feb. 2 3 TAMU-CC 4-0 (W) 1 - 1 

March 2 No. 69 CSNorthridge 5-2 (W) 5-2 
March 8 UT-Pan American 6 - 1 (W) 8-6 

March 1 1 UCF* 5-2 (W) 6-6 

March 14 Abilene Christian 7-0 (W) 9-2 

March 2 2 Texas St. 4-0 (W) 5-7 

March 2 3 UT-Arlington 6 - 1 (W) 3-7 

Home meets in bold 
* denotes conference match 

HFC April i^ili ...no cover 
March Madness/ bracket challenge begins 

Play Wii al the Village location with Tournaments 
Wed nights 

$0.40 traditional wings Tuesday 

$ 1 . 0 0 tenders Wednesday. 
Logo beer glass night/discount refills 

$0.50 boneless tenders Thursday 

We accept the "Hedge Hopper card". 15% discount for Rice students, 

(no other discounts apply, not valid on alcohol) 

Rice Village: 
2525 Rice Blvd 
713-521-1100 

IVIidtown: 
510 Gray St 
713-650-0002 

BUFFALO WILD WINGS 
ORILL & B A R 
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Colwick's vaulting leads men's track 
by Brody Rollins 

THRESHER STAFF 

Despite coming up short during 
the indoor season, the men's track 
and field team was in midseason form 
at the first meet of the outdoor sea-
son last weekend. Four Owls posted 
NCAA regional qualifying marks, 
one fewer than the total number of 
athletes that were able to do so all 
of the last outdoor season. 

The team competes again this 
Friday and Saturday at the Victor 
Lopez Bayou Classic, the first meet 
of the year at the Rice Track/Soc-
cer Stadium. Notable visiting teams 
include Harvard Univeristy and the 
University of Texas, which is cur-
rently ranked ninth in the nation. 

While the rest of the runners 
traveled across town to the campus 
of Texas Southern University for the 
TSU Relays last week, the vaulters 
headed to the University ofTexas to 
compete in the Texas Invitational. As 
it turned out, the cool Austin air was 

just what sophomore Jason Colwick 
needed as he vaulted a personal best 
mark of 17 feet, 6.5 inches en route 
to a tie for first place. This marks the 
second week in a row that Colwick 
has had a notable vault — he and 
freshman Shea Kearney tied Rice's 
indoor record three weeks ago with 
vaults of 17-3 at the Arkansas Last 
Chance meet. Colwick was honored 
for his efforts this weekend with his 
first ever Conference USATrack and 
Field Athlete of the Week mention. 

If Colwick is able to break the 
vaulting record of 18-0.25 this spring, 
he will have broken one of the most 
venerable, records in all of Rice ath-
letics. The current record-holder, 
Dave Roberts (Will Rice '73), won 
the NCAA championships every year 
from 1971-73. Roberts then went on 
to win the bronze metal at the 1976 
Olympic Games in Montreal. 

At the TSU Relays, senior Bubba 
Heard also posted a breakout per-
formance, clocking a time of 46.92 
seconds in the 400 meter sprint. 

TOP RICE FINISHES LAST WEEKEND 
Name Event Mark P lacement /Honors 

Jon Turner 100 11.00 Fourth place 
Jon Turner 200 22.05 Sixth place 
Bubba Heard 400 46.92 First place/Regional qual. 
Matt Hoffman 800 1:56.08 Seventh place 
Michael Trejo 3000 8:44.50 Third place 
Tyler Whitham 400 hurdles 57.26 12th place 
Omar Wright High Jump 6-10.75 Third place/Regional qual. 
Ugo Nduaguba Triple Jump 49-11.75 First place/Regional qual. 
Devon Fanfair Triple Jump 47-06.50 Fifth place 
Clay Baker Hammer Throw 15505 Fourth place 
William Meyer Hammer Throw 135-02 Seventh place 
Clay Baker Shot Put 51-05.75 Second place 
William Meyer Shot Put 48-04 Fifth place 
Jason Colwick Pole V 'It 17-06.50 First place (tie) 

The time was good enough for first 
place and was nearly two seconds 
faster than his entry time from his 
freshman year, in addition to being 
a regional qualifying mark for the 
NCAA championships. With the 
result, Heard became the first Rice 
runner in the last 12 years to break 
47 seconds. To make the achieve-
ment even more impressive, the 
former football player was running 
the event for the first time in four 
years, with his absence mostly due 
to schedule conflicts arising from 
spring football. 

"He's always been a 400 runner in 
ourminds,"coachJonWarren Cones 
'88) said. "This is the culmination of 
a very talented and hard-working 
athlete who has been able to stay out 
here for eight weeks for the first time 
in his career. He has never before 
been able to put together more than 
four weeks of training for track." 

The vaulters were not the only 
ones to have success in the air. Senior 
Omar Wright obtained his regional 
qualifying mark in the high jump with 
a leap of 6-10.75, which garnered 
him third place. Freshman Ugo 
Nduaguba, the Massachusetts state 
record-holder in the triple jump, won 
the event with a regional qualifying 
jump of 49-11.75, improving on his 
first result of the year by a full foot. 

The other winners from this 
weekend were freshman Clay Baker, 
who placed first in the collegiate 
division of the shot put with a throw 
of 51-5.75, second overall behind as-
sistant coach Luke Stadel. 

At one point in the meet, freshman 
William Meyer held the Rice record 
in the hammer throw for just over 
15 minutes until Baker's fourth-place 
throw of 155-5 took it away. 

Rounding out the other top fin-
ishes for the Owls, freshman Michael 
Trejo finished first in the 3000 with 
a time of 8:44.50. 

Tomorrow, the world. 
Tonight, the party. 

Women's track continues 
success at TSU Relays 

by Natalie Clericuzio 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The downside of reaching the 
top is that, theoretically, there is 
no room for improvement. Nev-
ertheless, as the outdoor season 
commences , the women's track 
and field team will be looking to 
improve on its early-season finish: 
first place at the Conference USA 
Indoor Championships. 

Rice's first atteippt at improve-
ment took place last weekend 
at t h e T e x a s 
Southern Uni-
vers i ty Relays 
on the Univer-
sity of Houston 
campus, where 
the Owls earned 
no fewer than 
four first-place 
finishes. Senior 
Desarie Walwyn 
and junior Jen-
ny Glover both 
posted NCAA-
regional qualify-
ing times in the 
100 meter dash 
and triple jump, 
respectively. 

Walwyn also 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 
alongside sopho-
mores Sarah Ly-
ons, Shakera Reece and Brittany Wash-
ington in the first-place 4x100 meter 
relay, which finished in 45:53 seconds. 
Senior Chandra Ewingposted the final 
individual win for the Owls, as she ran 
the 400 hurdles in 1:01.04. 

The Owls return to the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium today to com-
pete in the the Victor Lopez Bayou 
Classic, the first of two meets Rice 
will host this season. The competition 
includes twenty-five high schoolteams 
and eleven university squads, includ-
ing local opponents Stephen F Austin 
University,Texas State University and 
Sam Houston State University. 

However, not all the opposition 
will be from Texas — Harvard 
University and the University of 
Wyoming are on this weekend's 
slate as well. Friday will largely 
consist of high school races, with 
the university-level distance and jav-
elin competition beginning around 
7 p.m. Friday night. The rest of 

THIS WEEKEND 

Victor Lopez 
Bayou Classic 

When: Friday - Saturday 
Where: Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium 

Last year: Rice's sprinting 
corps ruled the final day of 
the meet as Shakera Reece, 
Funmi Jimoh and Chandra 
Ewing placed first in the 
1 0 0 , 1 0 0 hurdles and 4 0 0 
hurdles, respectively. 

the university meet will run from 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

Head coach Jim Bevan said that 
for the team to continue its goal of 
improvement, its athletes' training 
and health need to be maintained. 

"I think we can be a better team 
outdoors," Bevan said. "The fact 
that we were continuing to improve 
throughout indoors makes us opti-
mistic about our season. The biggest 
thing is the continual juggling of 
training hard aud staying healthy." 

Rice's health was certainly 
not a problem 
last week at UH, 
as the team set 
several person-
al-best marks. 
Glover's triple 
jump length of 
12 .34 m e t e r s 
was the only one 
of them to earn 
gold, but three 
o t h e r s earned 
top career marks: 
Freshman Alex 
G i b b s p l a c e d 
s e c o n d in the 
100 hurdles with 
a time of 14.42, 
Williams placed 
seventh in the 
1500 at 4:44.20, 
and sophomore 
Katie Dollinger 

nabbed a fifth-place finish in the 
shot-put with a throw of 42 feet, 
0.75 inches. 

Bevan noted that both Walwyn 
and Glover are not only leaders of 
the squad, but that both are better 
than where they were last year. 

"They are leaders and their hard 
work is showing," Bevan said. "They're 
ahead of last year and should have an 
outstanding outdoor season." 

The rest of the team performed 
well, also. Sophomore Eunique 
Hamilton recorded a pair of good 
finishes, placing third in the high 
jump and second in the triple jump. 
Reece placed second in the 100, 
trailing Walwyn by only .13 seconds 
with a time of 11.83, just shy of a pro-
visional qualifying mark. Sophomore 
Nicole Mericle ran her best 1500 in 
a year, placing fourth with a time of 
4.38.91, and senior Ulrika Hinson 
placed sixth in the discus with a 
throw of 131-3. 

FANTASY 
From page 16 

everything baseball, whose end 
result was turning players into Borg 
entities (yes, I just pulled out a Star 
Trek reference). 

Instead of in tang ib les l ike 
heart and desire, athletes have 
been broken down into numbers 
and signs, and team chemistry 
is thrown to the wind in favor of 
wOBP and DIPS (if you have to 
ask, it's no use explaining). And 
let's be realistic — who cares if 
Sammy Sosa's PE was higher than 
Ken Griffey Jr.'s? Anyone in his 
right mind knows that Griffey was 
the preeminent player of that era, 
even if phony, pointless statistics 
say otherwise. 

Aside from misleading calcula-
tions, fantasy sports have also 
brought the greatest philosophical 
question of the 21st century to light: 
Do you root for your favorite team, 
or do you root for your fantasy team? 
In today's society, such thorny situ-
ations have become commonplace, 
and yet no answer is sufficiently vi-
able. If the Mariners — everyone's 
favorite team — are hammering 
your fantasy acejoe Blanton, should 
you feel warm and fuzzy or want to 
kick a puppy? 

You know it's gotten bad when 
most middle-aged men look for-
ward to Sports Illustrated's Fantasy 
Football issue over the Swimsuit 
Issue, although James doesn't look 

that bad in a one-piece, I suppose. 
ESPN often has spots highlighting 
fantasy dos and don'ts, and, while our 
indolence got the best of us, we were 
oh-so-close to getting a Powderpuff 
fantasy league up and running. But 
where would that have gotten us? A 
Jones president wearing Wiess col-
ors, just because his fantasy running 
back is on the Battlesows? 

James has started us down a 
dangerous path. It used to be that a 
child would grow, cheer and cherish 
one team over all others — again, for 
most people that's the Mariners. This 
mentality, in return, would instill the 
kid with the selflessness necessary in 
creating any successful organization. 

But our children's futures are in 
danger. Those little sprouts are being 
raised in a society that is slowly lifting 
the importance of Manny Ramirez's 
HROATATDAWJ (Home Runs On 
A Tuesday Afternoon Hie Day After 
Watching/wwo) above the importance 
of a team-first work ethic. Granted, 
communism is a bit old-school, but 
there's nothing wrong with working 
toward a common goal, is there? 

Anyway, I have to go check on 
how my bracket's doing. Because 
there's nothing ironic about rooting 
for teams you loathe to make your 
Final Four. Or is there? 

Casey Michel is a Brown College 
sophomore and sports editor. 

'mm 
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BASEBALL 
From page 16 

However, the opening game was 
just a warm-up for Gayhart. In the 
second contest of the series, which 
the Owls won 13-9, thejuniorbrought 
around six RBIs with a home run 
and three doubles. Senior pitcher 
Cole St. Clair, recently relegated 
to the bullpen after sputtering as a 
starter, came into the game in relief 
and rang up six Marshall batters 

while allowing only four hits. In 
something of a statistical anomaly, 
Gayhart, who normally leads off the 
lineup, is currently leading Rice in 
RBIs with 33. 

In the final game of the series, 
the Owls again carried the day, led 
by the solid hitting of senior first 
baseman J.P. Padron and junior 
designated hitter Aaron Luna. Fresh-

man shortstop Rick Hague also 
contributed with consistent hitting 
all weekend—he was named C-USA 
Hitter of the Week, leading the team 
with four round-trippers and a .360 
batting average. 

Graham noted that Hague is play-
ing above what one could normally 
expect from a newcomer. 

"Hague doesn't play like a fresh-
man," Graham said, "He's more 
steady and calm than most people." 

Another offensive spark for the 
' Owls came from junior catcher Adam 
Zornes, who has quietly accrued a 

.330 batting average with three hom-
ers and 19 RBIs. 

"Zornes right now is MVP," 
said Graham. "Hitting, playing 
[defense] — he's our anchor." 

Zornes went 2-3 on Tuesday 
against Texas State (12-8), helping 
Rice knock off the Bobcats 13-3 in 
San Marcos, Texas. 

Rice then returned to Houston 
to face UH (16-7) at Cougar Field. 
The Owls squeezed out a win against 
the Cougars earlier this month, win-
ning 12-11 on a bunt in the bottom 
of the ninth. 

However, the Owls failed to 
complete the necessary late-game 
heroics the second time around. 
With Rice taking a 4-3 lead into the 
seventh inning, Houston's Bryan 
Pounds crushed a grand slam to put 
Houston ontopforgood. Both teams 
scored a single run in the eighth, 
but Houston cut off a Rice rally and 
added an insurance run to enter the 
top of the ninth with an 8-5 lead. With 
two on and two out, Dodson lifted a 
fly ball to the warning track before 
it landed harmlessly in right fielder 
Bryan Tully's mitt. 
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ARIEL SCHNITZER/THRESHER 

Junior Adam Zornes sprints home in Rice's 8-5 loss to Houston on Wednesday. The defeat not only ended the team's 
10-game winning streak, but the Cougars handed Rice its first conference loss of the year. The Owls will look to 
rebound as they welcome Southern Miss to Reckling Park this weekend. 

Semester in 
Washington Program 

in Law 
Get Washington internship experience 

and Georgetown academic credit this summer. 

June 2- August 9, 2 0 0 8 

Gain experience that can help launch your legal career 
this summer in Washington. D.C. Enroll in Georgetown 

University's Semester in Washington Program in Law and 
see the legal and public policy process from the front row 
as an intern on Capitol Hill, in other areas of government, or 
at a law firm, corporation, a lobbying firm, or non-profit 
organization in the metropolitan Washington D.C. area, (n 
the process, you'll gain academic credits while you study 
the legislative process and explore ethics, leadership, and 
social justice as they relate to the law. You're invited to join 
a community of achievers in Washington this summer and 
open new doors to opportunities for your future career. 

ENROLL TODAY 
Visit scs.georgetown.edu/washington or call 202.687.8200 C 

to enroll or find out when a representative wi l l visit your campus. 

A CLOSER LOOK 
Statistics for the 2008 baseball season 

RICE OPPONENTS 

Batting Avg. .310 .272 

At Bats 891 875 

* 

W&y #•::<>? If 

Runs Batted In 181 119 

f o M Bases 358 

Walks 115 84 

Strikeouts 
' i \ • 
163 
.isZ... '.V" . 

225 

Slugging Pet. .452 .409 
- ' -W - , / ' ? " t-

On-Base Pet. .399 .343 

Hit By Pitch 27 16 

ERA 4.11 6 .45 

Saves 4 2 

Double Plays Turned 22 25 

j ^ h l o t z s l c y ' s 

8200 S. Main 
713-665-0011 > 

I mile south of Mice campus, 

and I mile north of 6I0, just 

across from Super Target. 

Show your Rice II) card 
or,bring this ad in 

I 

k . . 

BUY ONE I 
medium sandwich, chips & drink ' 

GET ONE ; 
SrfrWich or pizza 

FREE! 
J L J L v J b r J k r . » 

After 3 p.m. Everyday I 

Call and you could save 
Class dismissed. 

Convenient local office 

Money-saving discounts 

Low down payments 

Monthly payment plans 

24-hour service and claims 

Coverage available by phone 

Local Office 

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE. 

Geico Direct 
5404 Bella ire Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77401 

713-665-4667 
Seme discounts, overage* payment plans, and teahxes are not available <n all states«in all GEICO companies Government Employees 

suraoce Co. GtICO General insurance Co. GtlCO indemnity Co. GEICO Casualty Co. These tympanies ate subsidiaries of Betsshpe "atluwav I 
(itICO auto itisur»K.e is not available in MA. 61-10: Washington, IX. )00ft. © K M ftt'KO. The GfclCQ gccto imageGBCG W99-200? 
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olf finishes in 11th place 
after second-round stumble 

By Yan Digilov 
THRESHER STAFF 

While an 11th place finish would be 
disheartening to most, it was particu-
larly disappointing for the golf team. 
After finishing in 
the top 10 in its 
last three tour-
naments, Rice 
was 11th out of 
15 teams at the 
Carter Plantation 
Intercollegiate in 
Springfield, La., 
which conclud-
ed last Tuesday. 
Through three 
rounds of play 
the team shot a 
cumulative score 
of943,62 strokes 
behind victori-
ous Middle Ten-
n e s s e e S ta t e 
University. 

After a two-
week break, the 
Owls will look to 
right themselves 
at the N o r t h 
Carolina State Tournament, which 
runs from April 11-13 in Wallace, 
N.C. and will feature some of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference's toughest 
contenders. The team that will give 
Rice the most trouble will most likely 
be host NC State — the Wolfpack 
recently outperformed seven top 
20 opponents to take the top spot at 
the Hootie @ Bulls Bay Invitational 
last Tuesday. 

Junior Bobby Thomure led the 
Owls in the first round, shooting a 
75 and tying for 12th place overall. 
Thomure'sprecision allowed the Owls 
to land in familiar position, and they 

FINAL RESULTS 
Carter Plantation 
Intercollegiate 

March 24-25 — Springfield, La. 

1. Middle Tennessee St. 881 
2. Marquette 907 
3. La .-Lafayette 910 
4. Jacksonville St. 916 
t-5. Southeastern La. 920 

UL-Monroe 920 
t7. New Orleans 922 

St. John's 922 
9. Arkansas St. 935 
10. UT-San Antonio 942 
t-11. Rice 943 

Louisiana Tech 943 
13. Troy 944 
14. Belmont 951 
15. Nicholls St. 964 

were in ninth place as the first round 
concluded. 

Unfortunately for Thomure, his 
strong start would not last The junior 
injured his wrist in an attempt to 
extract the ball from between a pair 

of rocks, and, be-
fore the day was 
over, Thomure 
found himself 
with an 86-stroke 
second round. 

Senior Addi-
son Awe picked 
up the squad with 
a 75 in the sec-
ond round, but 
it wasn't enough 
to save the Owls 
from falling to 
12th place as the 
dayclosed.Their 
second-round to-
tal of 318 was 
six more than 
their opening-
round mark. 

"Th i s golf 
course is prob-
ably the most 
challenging golf 

course we have played all year," head 
coach Drew Scott said. 

On Tuesday, the team was only 
able to secure a tie for 11th place 
with another mediocre day, shooting 
a combined 313. Three Owls ended 
up tyingfor44th place with individual 
scores of 238. Chris Brown, whose 
stellar performance last week helped 
the Owls move up on the last day of 
play, finished in 36th place with a 
236-stroke score. 

"It is frustrat ing, because it 
seemed like we were all bunched up 
in the average," Scott said. "We did not 
have a whole lot of high points." 

TENNIS 
From page 16 

No. 2, the Hawkeyes grabbed wins 
at Nos. 3 and 4 to tie the score. 

Sophomore Dennis Polyakov 
stopped the bleeding with a straight-
set win over Tommy McGeorge to 
give the Owls the lead for good. 

Sophomore Bruno Rosa found 
himself down a set at the top of the 
lineup, but the 26th-ranked player 
in the nation staved off a tiebreak in 
the next set to knot the score up with 
Bart von Monsjou. He then made 
quick work of his foe in the final 
frame to clinch Rice's victory 

Smarr said that while only four 
of the Owls won their matches, the 
overall victory was the product of a 
solid team effort. 

"Everybody's been contributing," 
Smarr, who achieved his 800th career 
coaching win on Friday, said. "It's a 
good group of guys, in terms of being 
ready to play. There were a couple 
places in the Iowa match where they 
could have beaten us 4-3 [or] 5-2. We 
just got the right points." 

Returning to the cour ts Sat-
urday, Rice stumbled out of the 
gate against Middle Tennessee 
State. After Wang and junior Tobias 
Scheil — who had been battling foot 
problems of his own — dropped 
the doubles match at No. 2, Miiller 
and senior Filip Zivojinovic earned 
a gritty 8-6 win. Rosa and Polyakov 
then pushed Joao Paoliello and Chris 
Nowak to a tiebreaker, where the Owl 
tandem prevailed 7-4. 

Singles proved far easier for Rice, 
as Scheil, Zivojinovic and Rosa swept 
away the competition in straight sets 
to seal another team win. 

As the final day of the Invite dawned, 
Rice needed a win against San Diego 
to cement the championship. The 
early doubles results resembled the 
previous day's action: After Miiller and 
Zivojinovic dropped the first doubles 

— 

''' 

' . ? •"*- " •" 

.I'M I'r.i.f. 
ARIEL SCHNITZER/THRESHER 

Junior Christoph Miiller leaps for a volley in Rice's 4-0 win over Middle Tennes-
see State last Saturday. Miiller and partner Filip Zivojinovic gutted out an 8-6 
win in doubles to help Rice earn the shutout. 

match, the remaining Owl duos gutted 
out wins for an early lead. 

Miiller bounced back with a win 
at No. 2 to stretch Rice's advantage 
to 2-0, and Polyakov's win at No. 5 
quickly placed the Owls within a 
point of victory. But San Diego's 
Chris Coetzee downed Wang in 
straight sets to get the Toreros 
on the board, and, despite taking 

the opening frame, Zivojinovic fell 
at No. 4 to reduce Rice's lead to a 
single point. 

But Rosa once again picked 
his team up when it needed him, 
defeating No. 45Thomas Liversage 
in three sets and securing a 4-2 win. 
For his strong play, Rosa was named 
C-USA Player of the Week for the third 
time this season. 
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A GOURMET BURRITO. 
WITHOUT PRETENSION. 

M E X I C A N G R I L L 

F A N N I N & D R Y D E N 
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| Students and <£mpCoyees of: 

M<D Anderson Cancer Center £ 
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Massengale ends illustrious career with All-America honors 
by Tracy Dansker 

THRESHER STAFF 

Walking out onto the pool deck 
at the McCorkle Aquatic Pavilion 
at Ohio State University, without 
any of her swimming teammates 
to stand beside her, senior Brittany 
Massengale was determined to not 
be intimidated by the bigger squads 
and their visible fan support. But as 
Rice's sole NCAA qualifier, Massen-
gale had reason to be nervous. 

Fortunately for Massengale, one 
of the most decorated swimmers in 
Rice history, the butterflies in her 
stomach could not slow her down 
on collegiate swimming's biggest 
stage. After placing 32nd in the 
200-yard freestyle preliminaries, 
she qualified for the championship 
finals in the 1650 and 500 freestyle, 
where she placed 12th and 13th, 
respectively. Her two finishes in 
the finals were worth a Cumulative 
score of nine points, which put Rice 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the Medieval Studies 

Undergraduate Symposium Prizewinners for 2008: 

First Prize: Katy Miller, "Cassiodorus and 
Vivarium: A Reflection of Transition in the 

Sixth-Century Mediterranean World" 
Katy is a junior from Martel College 

Second Prize: Elizabeth A. Cooper, "Stained 

and Soiled Clothing: Images of Sin in 
Langland's Haukyn and Chaucer's Knight" 

Elizabeth is a senior from Wiess College 

Honorable Mention: Kate Noll, 
"Engendering Tolerance and Stability in the 

Crusader Kingdoms" 
Kate is a junior from Will Rice College 

in a tie for 39th place. Massengale 
is the first Owl to score in two indi-
vidual events at the national meet 
since Mandy Mularz (Wiess '04) 
accomplished this feat at the NCAA 
Championships in 2002. 

"This was the fastest NCAA 
Championship there ever was, so 
to score at that meet is a pretty 
big deal," head coach Seth Huston 
said. "Any other year those times 
probably would have moved her 
up a few spots, but this wasn't any 
other year, and she probably rose 
to the occasion as wfell." 

Not only did Massengale stifle 
her nervousness, she also managed 
to break two school records that she 
had previously set. Massengale first 
broke the 500 freestyle record with 
a time of 4 minutes, 42.13 seconds. 
Her swim earned her the top seed 
in the consolation finals and she 
finished 0.2 seconds from qualify-
ing for the championship final. 

Later in the competition, Mas-
sengale set another school record 
in the 1650 freestyle by shattering 
her own time by more than five 
seconds to finish in 16:12.12. Al-
though she did not compete in the 
1000 freestyle, her split in the 1650 
freestyle of 9:47.86 was the best in 
Rice's history. Her top-16 finish in 
the 500 freestyle also earned her 
All-American honors. 

"The only goal that I hadn't re-
ally reached since I had been here 
in the last four years was making All-
America," Massengale said. "You don't 
want to walk away from your career 
having just one un-reached goal." 

Massengale will continue training 
through at least June, when she will 
compete in the Olympic Trials in both 
the 400 and 800 freestyle events. Hus-
ton said he is confident that as long 
as she stays healthy — Massengale 
has undergone two shoulder surger-
ies in the last four years — she will 

S O C I E T Y F O R T H E P E R F O R M I N G A R T S 
P R E S E N T S 

AL MUSIC 
ing new and entrancing" 

7 he Time- of London 

. CenterPoint 
Energy 

MUSIC SERIES 

8 pm I April 11 
Cullen Theater, Wortham Center 

t ickets: 713.227.4SPA spahouston.org 
G R O U P S OF 1 5 OR M O R E , C A L L 7 1 3 . 6 3 2 8 1 1 3 . C o n t i n e n t a l SPA 

COURTESY RICE SPORTS INFORMATION 

Senior Brittany Massengale is one of the most decorated swimmers in 
Rice's history, with numerous awards and record times to her name. Mas-
sengale ended the 2007-'08 season as the lone Owl to qualify for the 
NCAA Championships and was Rice's first All-American since 2003. 

only continue to get better now that 
she has found the confidence to pair 
with her remarkable speed. 

"If I used one word to describe 
her, it would be 'perseverance,'" 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
Mar. 21-26 

MEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 4 IOWA 2 
Mar. 21, 2008 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Muller/Zivojinovic (RU) vs. van Monsjou/Ritchie 
(Ul) 6-4 DNF 
2. Scheil/Wang (RU) d. Haal/Holm (Ul) 8-4 
3. Rosa/Polyakov (RU) d. Bierich/Kauss (Ul) 8-1 

Singles 
1. Rosa (RU) d. van Monsjou (Ul) 6-7 (4-7), 7-6 
(7-5), 6-3 
2. Muller (RU) d. Bierich (Ul) 6-1, 6-4 
3. Ritchie (Ul) d. Wang (RU) 4-6, 6-0, 6-3 
4. Haal (Ul) d. Zivojinovic (RU) 6-2, 6-4 
5. Polyakov (RU) d. McGeorge (Ul) &4, &3 
6. Shin (RU) vs. Holm (Ul) 6-7, 7-6, 1-2 DNF 

Huston said. "There is no straight 
line to the top and... hers has dipped 
up and down due to a lot of factors 
outside of her control. She just keeps 
battling away." 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 4 TEXAS STATE 0 

Mar. 22, 2008 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Chao/Karas (RU) d. Giraldo/Ellis (TSU) 8-0 
2. Lee/Lin (RU) d. Nowland/Muller (TXSU) 8-2 
3. Braid/Shiva-Shankar (RU) vs. Gulida/McLeod 
(TSU) 5-4 DNF 
Singles 
1. Chao (RU) d. Giraldo (TSU) 6-2, 6-1 
2. Karas (RU) vs. Ellis (TSU) 5-7, 1-0 DNF 
3. Lee (RU) vs. Gulida (TSU) 6-3, 3-0 DNF 
4. Lin (RU) d. Muller (TSU) 6-0, 6-0 
5. Braid (RU) vs. Nowland (TSU) 6-3, 0-0 DNF 
6. Shiva-Shankar (RU) d. McLeod (TSU) &0. 6-2 

RICE 6 UT-ARLINGTON 1 

Mar. 23. 2008 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Hadvigerova/Jagosova (UTA) d. Chao/Karas 
(RU) 8-4 
2. Lee/Lin (RU) d. Pesic/Negreanu (UTA) 8-4 
3. Braid/Shiva-Shankar (RU) d. no player/no player, 
by default 
Singles 
1. Chao (RU) d. Jagosova (UTA) 6-2, 7-5 
2. Karas (RU) d. Negreanu (UTA) 6-1. 6-3 
3. Hadvigerova (UTA) d. Lee (RU) 6-1, 6-1 
4. Braid (RU) d. Pesic (UTA) 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 
5. Lin (RU) d. no player (UTA), by forfeit 
6. Shiva-Shankar (RU) d. no player (UTA), by forfeit 

RICE 4 MTSU 2 
Mar. 22, 2008 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Muller/Zivojinovic (RU) d. Richard/Rocafort 
(MTSU) 8-6 
2. Cowden/Peers (MTSU) d. Scheil/Wang (RU) 8-5 
3. Rosa/Polyajov (RU) d, Pailiello/Nowak (MTSU) 
9-8 (7-4) 

Singles 
1. Rosa (RU) d. Richard (MTSU) 7-5, 6-0 
2. Muller (RU) vs. Peers (MTSU) 6-4. 6-5 DNF 
3. Wang (RU) vs. Rocafort (MTSU) 2-6, 4-3 DNF 
4. Zivojinovic (RU) d. Cowden (MTSU) 6-3. 6-4 
5. Polyakov (RU) vs. Paoliello (MTSU) 6-7 (3-7), 
3-1 DNF 
6. Scheil (RU) d. Nowak (MTSU) 6-2, 6-1 

RICE 4 SAN DIEGO 2 
Mar. 23, 2008 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Liversage/Coetzee (USD) d. Muller/Zivojinovic 
(RU) 8-4 
2. Scheil/Wang (RU) d. Jackson/Schive (USD) 8-6 
3. Polyajov/Rosa (RU) d. Antabi/Wolmarans 
(USD) 8-5 

Singles 
1. Rosa (RU) d. Llversage (USD) 3-6, 6-2, 6-3 
2. Muller (RU) d. Jackson (USD) 6-4, 6-1 
3. Coetzee (USD) d. Wang (RU) 6-3, 7-5 
4. Wolmarans (USD) d. Zivojinovic (RU) 2-6, 6-1. 6-4 
5 Polyakov (RU) d Munoz (USD) 6-3. 6-2 
6. Scheil (RU) vs. Schive (USD) 6-4, 4-6. 4-2 DNF 

GOLF 

CARTER PLANTATION 
INTERCOLLEGIATE 
Mar. 23-25 2008 
Carter Plantation. Springfield. La. 

Team Resul ts 
1. Middle Tennessee State 881 
2. Marquette 907 
3. Louisana-Lafayette 910 
4. Jacksonville State 916 
5. Southeastern Louisiana 920 

UL-Monroe 920 
7 , New Orleans 922 

St. John's 922 
9. Arkansas State 935 
10. Texas-San Antonio 942 
11. Rice 943 

Louisiana Tech 943 
13. Troy 944 
14. Belmont 951 
15. Nicholls State 964 

These boxscores brought to you by: 

Casey Michel's brackPt is fourth from last among my 
100+ participating facebook friends. 
Natalie sucks. She should be grateful I forwarded her 
that email about the press pass. 
L Dawg, please tell Louise a big thanks for the 
chocolate overdose. 
NYY Opening Day 2008, Farewell to the Stadium: 
4 days 14 hours 38 min. 
Yankees suck. BTW, by the time the paper comes out. 
Natalie's calculations are going to be waaaay off. 
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SATURDAY 

"When you help others, you 
can't help helping yourself!" 

RSVP's Outreach day is 
today, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Go 
to www.rice.edu/rsvp for 
more info. 

What a Waterful World 

It's time for the annual 
Environmental Club Con-
ference. It is being held 
in the Wiess Commons 
from 9a.m. - 5p.m. This 
year we will be explor-
ing the wonders of water. 
Panel discussions include 
talks about flooding, water 
privatization, and water 
management . Keynote 
speaker Susan Kadera 
from the National Wildlife 
Federation will be talk-
ing about the effects of 
climate change on water. 
And of course, there will 
be f ree breakfast and 
lunch from all your favor-
ite Houston restaurants. 

MONDAY 

I'm the Gingerbread Man. 
Stop by the Rice Track 
and Field Stadium anytime 
today or tomorrow for the 
Victor Lopez Bayou Clas-
sic. Free admission with 
a Rice student ID. 

It's not Just science fiction 
Dr. Stephen Peterson, 
from the M.D. Ander-
son, will give a talk on 
the uses of accelerated 
proton beams in cancer 
treatment, 4 -5 p.m. in 
Herzstein 210. This is 
cool stuff. 

Hey Mr. DJ (Keep Playin' 
This Song) R2 Launch Party. 

The short version: To-
night, 5-7:30 p.m., Her-
ring Hall Courtyard. 
Effects: Free literary 
magazines featuring the 
work of talented Rice un-
dergraduate writers, free 
food and free beer. 
Bring a friend. 

Eagle Penned is an awesome name 
"Wood burning cinema," 
anyone? It's a phrase Rog-
er Ebert made up to de-
scribe regional American 
theatre. The Rice Cinema 
will be showing two films 
of Eagle Pennell, a pioneer 
in the field, tonight 7-10 
p.m. Head down to the 
Rice Media Center's Film 
Auditorium and absorb 
Pennell's Hell of a Note 
and King of Texas. 

Man, I feel like a woman! 

The annual Rice Drag 
Show is tonight, 8 p.m. -
midnight in Willy's Pub. 
A $2 donation is appreci-
ated at the door. (And 
make sure to bring lots of 
singles, too.) All proceeds 
benefit HATCH, Houston's 
youth GLBT organization. 

It started out very French 

Rice Program Council 's 
Rondolet is tonight, 
10 p.m. - 2 a.m. at the 
Medical Center 's Trevi-
sio (a restaurant) . But, 
of course, it's midnight 
all the time at "Midnight 
Masquerade." Hopefully, 
you've already got tickets 
from your RPC Rep. 

If you didn't get enough 
French from Friday 

The Tourn6es French 
Film Festival continues 
tonight at the Rice Media 
Center, 7-10 p.m. Show-
ing: Les Invasions Bar-
bares. Translation: The 
Barbarian Invasions. Sur-
prising, right? Admission 
is free with a Rice ID, $5 
otherwise. For more info, 
go to http://ricecinema. 
rice, edu/events. cfm. 

macshanigan's d 4 
SYZYGY, anyone? 

Not sure what it means, 
but it's new music at Rice. 
Hosted by the Shepherd 
School of Music's guest 
composer program, the 
performance features 
a multitude of people, 
including some Shepherd 
School students. I'm not 
sure if there's a curtain 
in musical performances, 
but it opens at 8 p.m. in 
the Duncan Recital Hall. 

WEDNESDAY 

Exhibition by exhibitionwest 
The Mavis C. Pitman 
Exhibition opens tonight 
with a reception, 6 -8 p.m. 
in the Rice Media Center 's 
Main Gallery. View the 
work of three Rice Visual 
Arts students — Whitney 
Alsup, Kristina Camillo-
Bucaram and Pablo 
Solares — each given 
$1300 to produce work for 
a professional exhibition. 

THURSDAY 

Take four 

Days without classes. To-
day is the first day of Spring 
Recess, the four-day week-
end that marks the home 
stretch of the school year. 
After this weekend, there 
are just two and a half more 
weeks of classes! (Wednes-
day, Apr. 23 is the last day 
of class in the semester.) 

FRIDAY 

Hope you don't miss us 

No Thresher today: it's your 
time off, that means that 
it's our time off, too. They 
say ignorance is bliss, so 
enjoy your days off with 
one less news outlet. You 
can read this one again if 
you really need your fix. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: sgm@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

call 

713.348.4801 
B B S S 
• M i a f f i i f >« a i w s y * lOfMung 

k n v raaratta. M | m i M M T I 9 . 9 4 v . 4 O T I OT M M H u t f t S M f « T 1 C ( . M i l 

Wanna Make the World 
a Better Place? 

\lreawv v\.? V\. 

APPLICATION PEAPUNE EXTENPEP 

leadership.rice.edu/envisioii 

http://www.rice.edu/rsvp
http://ricecinema
mailto:sgm@rice.edu
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An empirical study of the effects of alcohol upon Guitar Hero abilities 
NICK 

DRINKS 0 4 8 1 0 . 5 1 5 

TIME 0.00 0 . 7 5 2 . 0 0 2 . 2 5 2 . 5 0 

SCORE 2 7 8 0 0 0 3 1 0 9 8 0 2 7 9 7 6 3 

CORY 
DRINKS 0 0 . 5 2 2 • 

TIME 0.00 0 . 7 5 2 . 0 0 2 . 2 5 2 . 5 0 

SCORE 1 5 0 0 0 0 1 8 6 9 8 0 1 6 8 8 5 6 

SONG 0 2 7 8 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 128000 
Killing in the Name 4 3 1 0 9 8 0 0 . 5 1 8 6 9 8 0 1 2 4 0 0 0 

8 2 7 9 7 6 3 2 1 6 8 8 5 6 1 1 0 9 0 7 

1 0 . 5 3 3 7 5 0 7 2 1 9 6 2 9 9 * cory 
longest 
streak 
( b y l ) 

1 4 1 2 0 8 

1 5 2 7 6 5 9 4 2 1 9 4 5 1 5 8 2 0 7 9 

GUITAR HERO 
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Drinks 
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""'aS 
Like mad scientists ofolde, Guitar Hero research 
scientists Cory Stull and Nick Alexander subjected 
themselves to rigorous study of Guitar Hero abilities 
and the effects of alcohol thereupon. 

/ ! _ 

16 

A team of two Rice undergraduate researchers released a report 
last Monday announcing, after a night of vigorous observation and 
field testing, the varied effects of alcohol upon their own Guitar 
Hero abilities. 

"While the results may not have matched our original hypothesis, 
we're extremely pleased with the results," Nick Alexander, one of 
the researchers, said. "This represents a major breakthrough in the 
field of Guitar Hero studies." 

In the study, Alexander and his colleague, Cory Stull, subjected 
themselves to measured doses of alcohol imbibing, each followed 
by a session of Guitar Hero, specifically the song "Killing in the 
Name," on expert level. 

"This was a project we had wanted to pursue for a large portion 
of our Guitar Hero careers," Stull, a Hanszen College senior, said. 
"But we were finally able to procure funding via leftover booze from 
a public party." 

While the two researchers are still pouring over the data results, 
they did notice a significant slash point at the 10.5 drink mark in 
Alexander's case. 

The impressive results have garnered Alexander and Stull quite the 
reputation within the scientific community, and the duo has received 
a grant to continue their research at CERN over the summer. 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

PRACTICAL IDEALISTS: Earn money 
taking progressive political action to 
stop the 100 year war on Islam, make 
a healthy U.S. (and world) economy, 
save the planet, and promote the 
development of a real democracy. 
Ca l l - 713-705-5594. 

LAW OFFICE near campus needs 
part-time help: typing, filing, research, 
errands, general clerical. Send letter 
of interest & resume to freddietrich@ 
msn.com. 

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on 
them. wwwAdCarClub.com. 
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S T U D E N T WANTED for s u m m e r 
help with 5 year old boy, Memorial 
area (at Chimney Rock). Interest in 
child development or education a plus. 
Need active swimmer and clean driving 
record. Live in or out. 713-812-7144. 

SUMMER POSITIONS near campus. 
Excellent position for students con-
sidering law school. Search firm that 
places attorneys seeks TWO detail-
oriented self-starters with strong work 
ethic to join our Research Team and 
work full time during the summer. 
Research Team m e m b e r s become 
familiar with law schools, law firms, 
and practice areas; help maintain pro-
prietary database; and handle research 
and other special projects. The work 
environment is relaxed (but profes-
sional) , and casual attire is ok. Star ting 
pay is $9.00/hr. Call 713-807-8500 and 
ask for Amy (Sid '99) or email anelson® 
mslegalsearch. com. 

HELP WANTED with two small chil-
dren in the evenings, some weekends, 
and during the rare work-day. Experi-
ence and references desired. Pay ne-
gotiable $12-20/hr. Contact mmilaO@ 
hotmail.com. 

THE RAVEN GRILL is hiring friendly 
experienced waitstaff for all shifts. 
Please apply between 2-4 at 1916 Bis-
sonnett. 

HUMANISM is a life-philosophy based 
on concern for fellow human beings, 
but without supernatural beliefs. I>earn 
more about our many events promoting 
reason, science, ethics, and fellowship. 
HumanistsOfllouston. org. 

I T DOMESTIC HELP needed for 
disabled person. Be positive, honest, 
able to cook, clean, run errands, etc. 

Hours and salary are negotiable for the 
right person. Must have references. 
Call 206-355-5147. 

TUTORS NEEDED: Language Ar ts / 
Writing , Physical Science, (High 
School Level). Contact Mike @ 832-
245-0184. 

PICNIC DELI IS hiring friendly, hard-
working counter staff. Must be able 
to work some lunches and afternoons. 
Please apply between 2-5 at 1928 
Bissonnet. 

INTERNS WANTED for Rice alum 
owned ITconsultingfirm. We are min-
utes from campus and within walking 
distance of the light rail. Telecommut-
ing also considered. If you're excited 
to work with the latest technology and 
have a working knowledge of software 
development we'd like to speak with 
you. Please send inquiries to resumes@ 
smbology.com. 

NEED WEB HELP! Entrepreneurial 
demographics company looking for 
contract help coding demographic 
analysis onto an e-commerce Web 
site storefront. Need experienced in-
dividual with SQL, Active X, DHTML, 

e-Commerce and anything else that 
it would take to get our site up and 
running. Will pay cash or possible 
equity agreement as payment. E-mail 
lonewolf2000@sbcglobal. net. 

COORDINATOR OF Continuing Edu-
cation. Texas Woman's University -
Houston Campus. P a r t - t i m e position. 
Experience in the development and /or 
implementation of programs involving 
community or professional organiza-
tions, preferably of an educational 
nature. Please contact Ms. Ferguson, 
940-898-3404. 

HOUSING 

C O N D O FOR SALE. 7575 Kirby. 
.Spacious 1/1 in gated community 
close to campus. Hardwoods in living, 
stainless appliances included. Asking 
$159,900. Call for more information. 
832-274-8547. 

1 /1 WEST UNIVERSITY G a r a g e 
Apartment, Full Kitchen, Hardwood 
Floors, Parking Space with access to 
Washer /Dryer . 1.5 miles from Rice 
straight down University. Available 
NOW-$675 /mon th call: Kather ine 
Adkins 832-778-1515. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content 
of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu

