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the 

k, McCain answers 
, b e a big name in the national news, but 

Hhave been the real stars of a town hall meeting 
Arizona and presumptive 

of about 400 students, faculty, 
press and invited Houstonians 
ite for Public Policy, McCain 

issues including energy, national 
and the Iraq War. 

;sident David Leebron's opening 
Institute for holding the event 

remaining presidential candidates 
but McCain was the first and so far only 
id to the invitation. 
:tive voice gave way to former Secretary of 
IH's strongTexan drawl. Baker introduced 

's family history in military service 
own trials and tribulations in Vietnam and 

rsing him for President. 
up to podium to a round of 

the microphone in his h;ind and 
inouneing Leebron's name as if it were 
that of the notable basketb;dl player. 

The reason for McCain's 
trip to Houston became 
slightly more apparent as 

he opened his speech by 

taking a few friendly jabs at his campaign chairman and notable 
Houston businessman, former Secretary of Commerce Robert 
Mosbacher Sr. 

McCain also praised the long line ofTexas Republican politicians, 
from former Senator John Tower and former Senator Phil Graham 
to Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison and both President Bushes, though 
he did not mention the current president by name. 

The senator then launched into a talk about energy, recogniz-
ing that the price of oil has jumped to over $100 per barrel and 
will stay up with growing demand in China and India. But in what 
could only be a metaphor for the nation's energy problems, the 
power to McCain's microphone went out just as he began talking 
on the issue. However, if there was a lack of energy, it was not in 
McCain, whose voice only grew more impassioned. 

"We're sending $400 million a year overseas to countries, 
many of which don't like us very much." McCain said. "And in 
fact some of that money is going to end up in the hands of ter-
rorists. So this is a national security issue." 

McCain said that technological development and entrepre-
neurship would serve as the best solution to these energy 
problems. 

"We can unleash the innovative, entrepreneurial, technical 
capability of this nation and put our minds to it," McCain said. 

The senator even said he, as a supporter of small government, 
supported increased federal funding for scientific research on 
the matter. 

McCain also said that he believed the issue was a nexus with 
the problem of climate change and global warming. 

"I believe that climate change is real, I think its taking place, 
See MCCAIN, page 6 

Youn wins in SA election landslide Clubs face challenges in wake 
by Jocelyn Wright 
IHRfcSHKR MMIORIAl MAI 1 

A record turnout of 1,219 stu-
dents voted this year in the Student 
Association elections, which closed 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday 

Brown College junior Matt Youn 
was voted president, internal and ex-
ternal vice president went to Brown 
junior Akshay Dayal and Martel 
College f reshman Nick Muscara, 
respectively, Sid Richardson College 
freshman Paige Bailey won secre-
tary, and Brown freshman Tiffany 
Wu became treasurer. 

The number of voters in thiselec-
tion is unprecedented in institutional 
memory. Typically, elections draw 
800 to 900 voters. Director of Elec-
tions Andrew Bowen said thchigher 
turnout was due to the combined 
effect of electronic campaigning 
and a larger number of paper post-
ers and advert isements put up by 
Communications Director Stephen 
Rooke reminding students to vote. 
This year, the site set-up allowed 
students to vote in individual elec-
tions, such as the presidential race, 
without voting for other positions. 
Electronic campaigning was allowed 
this year based on a by-law amend-
ment proposed last year to update 
the election code. The amendment 
allowed Facebook campaigning; 
allowed individualized campaign 
websites; removed the requirements 
that these Web sites be located on 
the SA website and updated the 
Flection Central section of the SA 
Web site to include a section with 

the blurbs that candidates submitted 
to the Thresher. 

"We were still us ing election 
laws that 1 think in the early 1990s 
would have been great, but didn't 
include or didn't reflect that people 
are so much more interconnected 
through the Internet," Bowen, a 
Martel senior, said. 

These new measures also made 
it easier for s tudents living off cam-
pus or studying abroad to make an 
informed decision about the candi-
dates, Bowen said. 

Nearly all the candidates this 
election made Facebook groups 
to garner support and state their 
platforms. Muscara even made his 
own Web site with his campaign 
issues. 

Muscara said he thought using 
Facebook as a campaign tool this 
year encouraged more students to 
vote because they were informed of 
candidates ' issues. 

"We've seen how much of an 
influence Facebook has in te rms 
of networking," Muscara said. "I 
think what it allowed most of the 
candidates to do was put our names 
out there so a lot of people who didn't 
know me were able to associate a 
name to my face." 

T h i s e lec t ion was also sur-
rounded by a much larger number of 
controversies than in past elections, 
par t icular ly s u r r o u n d i n g Youn's 
campaign. Last week, a proposed 
Matt Youn-themed Brown pub night 
drew controversy for violating the 
election code, because it exceeded 
the $35 maximum allotted to each 

campaign. During elections, which 
started last Friday, Bowen received a 
complaint from Baker alleging that at 
Martel and ta>vett Colleges, people 
were tearing down her posters and 
replacing them with Youn campaign 
posters. Youn and Wu also put up a 
second round of election campaign 
posters that were not approved by 
the elections committee, and Youn 
also put up a library banner that 
he did not clear with the elections 
committee. 

Youn said although it is unfortu-
nate that these controversies had 
surrounded his campaign, he has 
put the events behind him. 

"Of course, it would have been 
better if those things hadn't hap-
pened," Youn said. "But Iguessthat 's 
pretty much in the past now." 

Baker said that, although she 
had filed complaints, she had no 
hard feelings towards Youn and 
has confidence that he will do a 
good job. 

Bowen said the elections com-
mittee had considered issuing a 
public statement in the Thresher as 
punishment for these infractions, 
but by the time the complaints were 
filed and analyzed, the elections 
had ended. 

Bowen said the problems with the 
elections code highlighted the neces-
sity to change election policies in the 
future. He said the code should be 
amended to prevent candidates from 
campaigning once voting begins and 
that the punishments for infractions 
of the elections code ought to be 

See ELECTIONS, page 5 

of food ordinance decision 
by Sarah Rutledge and 

Caroline May 
THRKSHKR STAFF 

Student organizations may not be 
able to sell cookies anymore because, 
starting Nov. 12, the Houston Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
began its new food ordinance. I's-
ing regulations recently approved 
by the City Council, inspectors are 
examining food b u s i n e s s e s and 
mobile food units. These measures 
will affect things like student bake 
sales because organizat ions will 
be required to buy a permit to sell 
perishable food items. 

The recent mandates have been 
made in the interest of public health. 
Food dispensers must now conform 
to meet these new sanitation and 
safety measures or risk being in 
violation of the new regulations. 

Most pertinent to Rice student 
groups are the regulations regarding 
the need for a permit. The following 
require a permit: outdoor bake sales, 
unless catered by a professional 
caterer, distribution of perishable 
and non-per ishable liquid i tems 
and ticketed events with perishable 
products. In order to get a permit 
the organization must notify Rice 
sanitarians to obtain a permit from 
the City of Houston at a rate of $60 a 
day/table/event with at least seven 
days notice. The event will be open 
for city inspection. 

Director of Residential Dining 

and Catering David McDonald said 
the new ordinance should not dras-
tically affe< t student organizations, 
since non-perishable, d ry items like 
cookies or muffins can be S )ld inside 
without a permit. He said this should 
accommodate most of the bake sale 
fundraisers. 

Tlit- City of Houston website said 
that orgaiizations can share a permit 
with each other if they hold the bake 
sale inside. If outdoors they will need 
a temporary permit. However, char-
ity bake sales can be held without a 
permit as long as the products sold 
are dry. If an organization does not 
have a permit, a placard stating, 
'Items sold in this charity bake sale 
are being offered without inspection 
or regulation by the City of Houston 
Health Dept.' must be posted in 
public view. 

Ch inese S tuden t Associat ion 
president Catharine Yen said the club 
raises money primarily by selling 
bubble tea at the Rice Memorial Cen-
ter. In a week of selling bubble tea, the 
club spent $300 on permits, because 
the tea must be refrigerated. 

"Normally, we make, without the 
permit costs, $150 a day, so paying 
$60 a day cuts away one-third of our 
profits," Yen said. "It's hard enough 
to fundraise on campus ... we've 
thought of other fundraising, but it's 
not as effective as selling bubble tea. 
[The ordinance] just really hur t s us 
in fundraising." 

See EOOD, page 4 

INSIDE 

Vote again! 
The primaries are on Tuesday, and for once, 

Texas actually matters. So get out and make 
your voice heard on the national level. 

the youth vote and Barack Obaina. After the 
Q&A session, McKenzie and Washington will 
ride with students in shuttles to the eaerly 
polls. Interested participants need a photo II) 
and/or a voter registration card. 

OPINION 
Ha rack Oba ma: Jeivish? 

Page 3 

A&E 
Mant bo J am bo 

Page 9 

Celebrities for Barack Slow Burn 
SPORTS Page 11 
Baseball at Minute Maid Classic 

Ben McKenzie (the C)C) and Kerry Wash-
ington (hist King of Scottland) will be at Rice 
today at 2 p.m. in Sewal 301. They will speak 
with students and answer questions about 

Slow Burn, Spontaneous Combustion's 
long-form improvisational comedy group, will 
be performing tonight at 9:30 p.m. in the D>vett 
College Undergrounds. 

Quote of the Week 

"Normally, we make, without the permit costs, $150 
a day, so paying $60 a day cuts away one third of our 
profits." 
— Chinese Student Association president Chatharine 
Yen on the new food ordinance. See story, page 1. 

Scoreboard 

Men's Basketball 
Rice 12, Houston 11 
Men's Baseball 
Rice 11, A&M 7 
Rice 3, Long Beach State 1 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Rainy, 58-72 degrees 
Saturday 
Pt Sunny, 62-75 degrees 
Sunday 
Pt Sunny, 58-76 degrees 
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Food ordinance stifling, 
detrimental to clubs 

F o r a while , t h e r e h a s been a hea l th o rd inance on t h e b o o k s dictat-
ing tha t any food tha t is not m a d e in a non-commerc ia l oven — such 
as p u r c h a s e d cookies and bubb le tea — canno t b e sold without t he 
p u r c h a s e of a pe rmi t that cos t s $60 p e r table pe r day. Whi le th is 
o rd inance h a s largely b e e n ignored , city officials have s ta ted that it 
will b e m o r e strictly enforced (See story, page 1). 

T h i s law will affect any Rice organizat ion tha t h o s t s a bake sale 
or sells any kind of food that is not h o m e m a d e , mak ing it difficult 
to ra ise m o n e y for an event. Whi le this may not sound like m u c h 
to mos t s tudents , t he o rd inance will have a ma jor impact on the 
Rice communi ty . Many clubs at Rice that do not receive blanket-
tax f u n d s sell food to raise m u c h of the i r money, and if t he se c lubs 
cannot e a r n money, they cannot hos t t he social and cultural events 
that a re vital to Rice. 

Th i s year, for instance, t he Ch inese S tudent Associat ion spent $60 
per table pe r day to sell bubb le tea for t he annual Lunar N e w Year 
cul ture show, an event put t oge the r by the Asian cu l ture c lubs on 
campus . CSA repor ted ly e a r n s about $150 sell ing the bubb le tea, 
but this action is illegal unde r the ord inance , wh ich m e a n s that CSA 
would lose one-third of its fundra is ing e f fo r t s . 

But t he demise of a f r ee LNY show would jus t be t h e beg inn ing 
of t h e heal th ord inance ' s effects . Sooner or later, s tuden t s ' favorite . 
c lubs will be forced to find new ways to raise m o n e y or fade into t he 
b a c k g r o u n d and eventually disappear. But t h e r e is good news: Rice 
can do s o m e t h i n g about this. 

National politics do not have to be t he only th ing s tuden t s and 
faculty a re pass iona te about and lobby f o r — l o c a l politics matter , too. 
If s t uden t s and the administrat ion care at all about t he fu tu r e of Rice, 
t hey will lobby city hall and encourage it to m a k e an except ion for 
c lubs at universi t ies that o the rwise will b e forced to pay a ludicrous 
$60 per table per day to sell s o m e t h i n g as s imple as cookies . And 
if no th ing else works , c lubs could practice civil d i sobed ience and 
cont inue selling baked g o o d s as a f o r m of protes t . 

Vote in primary 
With the 2008 presidential campaign such a hot topic, it has become 

cool to put up Facebook applications or b u m p e r s t ickers on your 
car proc la iming your suppor t for wha teve r candidate , s o m e t i m e s 
without even knowing what t he cand ida te s t ands for. But showing 
real suppor t g o e s beyond put t ing up an application on Facebook: It 
involves go ing out and physically do ing s o m e t h i n g about it. 

In Texas , that m e a n s two th ings . First , you can vote in t he pri-
mar i e s — today is the last day — at t he Fies ta on Kirby, and on 
Election Day Tuesday . 

You can also caucus — which involves people vot ing on who to 
s end to par ty convent ions and which i s sues to include in the par ty 
platform — on Election Day, which r e q u i r e s ge t t ing s t amped as a 
Democra t or Republican w h e n you vote in t he pr imaries . 

So if you a r e in town on T u e s d a y and r eg i s t e r ed for Rice's dis-
trict, m a k e a s h o w i n g at t he c a u c u s e s and have a real inf luence 
on his tory. 

Congrats, Matt Youn 
O u r congra tu la t ions go out to Brown Col lege junior Matt Youn, 

who was declared the winner of t he S tuden t Associat ion presiden-
tial election Wednesday (see s tory, page 1). We wish Youn and his 
adminis t ra t ion the bes t of luck as they c o m m e n c e the i r t e rms , and 
we look fo rward to his plan to fos te r be t t e r t ies of communica t ion 
be tween s tuden t s and the adminis t ra t ion and Faculty Senate. 

Thank you, students 
Students , thank you for suppor t i ng the Thresher blanket tax 

increase . On Wednesday, election resu l t s showed that the majority 
of you voted for the new amount , e n s u r i n g that the Thresher will 
be able to provide the bes t c a m p u s news coverage possible for the 
fo re seeab le fu ture . T h e new funds m a k e our financial situation m o r e 
secure , m e a n i n g we no longer have to w o r r y about fluctuations in 
t he ads marke t or the r is ing cos t s of print ing. We h o p e to m a k e 
tangible improvemen t s as soon as possible in the f o r m of technology 
updates , ed i tor training, a r evamped newspape r des ign and a new 
Web site, all of which will resul t in a m o r e quality p roduc t for Rice 
s tuden t s . So again, thank you, and k e e p reading. 

•a REPUBLICANS 

m-mra ox* 
•}\llk<) SWT 7 
uiMAtXwrev 
ucrtustcK OF 
7Ue NAKHl' 

y \ V7WTC 

tyjh// — 

M ufi m' 
Tusr / 

MPV/flSGf 
NWNY 
STATE ALL 
•we mi' 

Jjfin-IN TDMV'S suauew, 
coAPoe.Avzet> Soaerr. 
WHU'e CITI7&VS &uY 
Qt/t v Ajfittts eemi>5 • 
:'M'T THe CITY 
JUST rrifiMO TO 
C-jUiDf /'tPPiF 
•IV OCP-PfiWIOfJeT> 
CHOCOLATE CMC 
, 'ook/es AA/P APPie 
pie? A/JP /SAJ'7 TMr 
The /HOST eePURL/CAM 
7UW6, of All ? 

Guess who's graduating? 
Thanks to the terrifying and inexorable march of time, the Thresher will soon be in the market for a new 
editorial cartoonist. If you think you're up to the job, let us know by e-mailing thresher-ops@rice.edu. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the T h r e s h e r 
editorial s t a f f . 

Thresher provides 
invaluable feedback 
To the editor: 

As an active participant in the 
Student Association I admit there 
have been more than a few times 
when I have thrown the Thresher to 
the ground in fury, stomping and yell-
ing "blasphemy!" at anyone within 
hearing distance upon reading the 
frequent, not-so-petty accusations 
the editors or write-in columnists 
make about the work and decisions of 
the SA. I have felt personally accused 
of being lazy and misinformed, "flip-
flopping," and even denying students 
the right to vote. 

But upon reading the last issue 
and seeing the numerous articles 
providing candidate information, 
encouraging students to vote seri-
ously and praising Laura Kelley while 
nailing the rest of the Senate for be-
ing inconsistent in allowing Mithun 
Mansinghani and Zach Marshall to 
run, I realized that all this attention 
is not a curse, but rather a blessing 
("SA flip-flops," "Presidential candi-
dates speak at the Thresher/RTV5 
debate," Feb. 22). 

Hie Thresher, a newspaper that 
is more widely read and consulted 
across campus than most students 
realize, has done a fantastic job this 
year of holding the Student Senate 
accountable for its actions. The 
senators, presidents and executive 
officers have all made great deci-
sions at different times throughout 
the year. But we have also made 
some pretty crummy ones, either 
individually or as a body, which 
are often brutally highlighted in 
the unsigned editorials section. So 
I just wanted to say "thank you," 
Thresher, for not only reporting on 
the Student Association but also for 
caring enough to criticize. 

Kyle Clark 
Will Rice sophomore 

Student Association Senator 

Prospective students 
retain overnight stays 
To the editor: 

Thank you for your coverage of 
last week's Vision program, one of 
our major visit programs for prospec-
tive Rice students. We appreciate 
the many students and faculty who 
helped with this event. 

However, the article contained an 
inaccurate statement about ()wl Days. 
The article states that the April Owl 
Days "will not allow prospective 
students to stay overnight" ("Vi-
sion Weekend attendance reaches 
record high," Feb. 22). In fact, Owl 
Days will offer admitted students 
the opportunity to stay overnight in 
the residential colleges, just as Owl 
Weekend did in previous years. We 
have never considered changing this 
factor of the prospective experience. 
We want to make sure Rice students 
know that admitted students will 
still have the overnight residential 
college experience. 

As many Rice students tell us, 
their Owl Weekend experience 
was an important part of their 
decision to attend Rice. We trust 
that the same will be t rue for the 
Class of 2012; Owl Days will offer 
s tudents three different dates to 

visit. Current s tudent hosts are 
vital in order for the program to 
succeed" in convincing admitted 
students that Rice is the best choice 
for them, so we would not want 
inaccurate information to detract 
from this campus-wide effor t . 

Keith Todd 
Director of Admissions 

SA fails to represent 
environmental issues 
To the editor: 

I have been disappointed to hear 
the reaction of some SA members 
to recent environmental activism 
on campus. I was shocked when 
last week's vote to add a renewable 
energy blanket tax to the SA ballot 
was rejected. 

Students elected to SA positions 
have always run on the premise of 
connecting the SA to the students. 
What could better achieve this goal 
than through the democratic process, 
the vote, rather than debating in an SA 
meeting? If students were unhappy 
with the idea of this tax, then let them 
show it through the polls. 

Renewable energy is one of the 
campus-wide environmental issues 
that cannot be addressed on a college-
by-college basis. I applaud the activ-
ism of the SA environmental commit-
tee, which has been most effective in 
using its position to create positive 
structural change. It should not be 
blamed for taking attention away from 
other SA committees just because it 
has been the most active. 

Despite the progress environ-
mental issues have made at Rice, 
we have a long way to go toward 
sustainability, even to be on par 
with many of our peer institutions. 
I hope that the SA will encourage 
rather than oppose an active group 
of students that are trying to bring 
us to that goal. 

Niki vonHedemann 
Ijwett senior 

Self-proclaimedfan 
omits cultural impact 
To the editor: 

In his article, Stephen Whitfield 
claims two things: that he is the big-
gest Beatles fan on campus and that 
the Beatles are "just really, really good 
pop music" ("The Beatles: Greatest 
band ever, unworthy of worship?" 
Feb. 22). 'ITiis claim leads me to ask 
of Whitfield: Have you ever really 
listened to Sgt. Pepper's Lmely Hearts 
Club Hand or any Beatles album after 
that? I will concede that in the albums 
before Sgt. Pepper's, the Beatl^s were 
just another really good pop band, but 
then, among other things, the band 
started experimenting with LSD. 

But, more than that, their music 
changed from pop to an entirely 
revolutionary new sound that made 
them the most influential band of all 
time. Their lyrics are just as time-
less, speaking of spiritual and social 
revolution and so much more. If their 
lyrics do not speak to you, you are 
either not listening or not human. 

In conclusion, I claim that if any-
body in a subtle state of mind listens 
to any late Beatles album, they will 
be a bigger fan of the Beatles than 

Stephen Whitfield, because they 
understand the Beatles are so much 
more than "just really, really good 
pop music." 

Hrent Stephens 
Sid Richardson junior 

Preemptive mugging 
a way to curb crime 
To the editor: 

Due to the rise in violent crime in 
and around Rice's campus, and in the 
spirit of the Rice University Police 
Department 's preemptive stealing 
of bicycles and other unattended 
items, I would like to make a public 
request to RUPD that they begin a 
policy of preemptive muggings. If 
students are walking in the Rice 
area at times or in situations where 
they might be vulnerable to attack, 
officers should assault students and 
take their possessions in order that 
less savory members of the Houston 
community would not have the op-
portunity to do so. 

Student possessions could then be 
safely kept at the RUPD station, to be 
picked up by the students later. This 
policy would serve the dual puipose 
of securing student belongings from 
vicious criminals and raising aware-
ness on campus about the dangers of 
assaults and robberies. 

In addition, the policy would 
deter criminals from preying on 
students, since thieves would soon 
learn that Rice students often walk 
around with no possessions, which 
have already been secured by the 
ever-vigilant RUPD. 

Mithun Mansinghani 
Martel senior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
m Le t t e r s to the ed i to r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to tliresher@rice. edu. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday priorto 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
H ie Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• T h e Thresher a l s o 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscript ions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
m We accept display and 
classified advert isements . 
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s mus t be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our advertising man-
ager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

mailto:thresher-ops@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Rice environmentalism just another fad 
Does anyone else find it ironic 
that an organization claiming to 
fight for the environment is sending 
junk mail to Rice students? Aside 
from the obvious com-
plaint that it seems the 
Sierra Club has harassed 
us as much as it has 
Dynegy, their supposed 
target, I am not particu-
larly bothered by the slip 
of paper in my mailbox. 
However, it seems t o sym-
bolize everything that is 
wrong with environmen-
talism today. 

Especially on college 
campuses , jo ining the 
green movement has become a 
fad. While there may be a few true 
believers among the masses, most 
are simply following what is the latest 
in social activism. Ill-informed, they 
are swayed by sensationalist media 
declaring the "imminent danger" of 
global warming. 

Se?»n 
McBeath 

While there may be 

a few true believers 

among the masses, 

most are simply 

following what is the 

latest in 

social activism. 

That is not to say that our ac-
tions have not altered the state 
of the planet. However, in a field 
we are so freshly exploring, it 
is f r i g h t e n i n g to see some of 
the brightest researchers of our 
generation so quickly swayed by 

comparatively small amounts of 
evidence. Documentaries like A1 
Gore ' s An Inconvenient Truth, 
despite their altruistic goal, are al-

most McCarthy-esque in 
the hype and fear they 
have created. 

Even worse than the 
blind faith that people 
invest in global warming 
scares is the hypocrisy 
now evident in Rice's own 
student body. If our stu-
dents really cared about 
making this campus more 
environmentally friendly, 
the Student Association's 
decision not to place a $10 

blanket tax on this year 's ballot 
would not stop them. 

Personally, I am not willing to 
put $10 more of my money—or my 
parents ' money — into a program 
that will produce results I am never 
likely to experience. I am never 
going to know whether the power 
I am using is coming from renew-
able sources. And, quite frankly, I 
do not care. 

The Student Association's at-
tempt to tax students in support of 
this issue bothers and somewhat 
frightens me. As the representative 
of the entire student body, the SA 
should be more careful in the future 
to avoid making decisions based 
around politically divided issues. 
With only two representatives from 
each college, they do not really 
have the representation to back 
up a decision like that anyway. But 
I digress. 

But for those who do care about 
environmentalism, this program does 
not need to die. Poll results indicate 
that a majority of Rice students would 
be willing to pay up to $25 dollars a 
year to purchase energy from more 
renewable sources. But I have not 
heard news of student donation 
checks rolling in to the SA just yet. 

Why? My guess is that when 
people responded, "I would be 
willing to pay $25 to purchase en-
ergy from renewable resources," 
they knew they were actually say-
ing, "I would be willing to let the 
SA tack $25 in fees onto my bill 
because my parents are going to 
sign that check, not me." Then, 
they continued on with their day, 
smug and secure knowing that they 
had helped the environment with-
out having to take a single dollar 
out of their own pockets. Student 
activism at its best. 

If only half the 

students at Rice give 

$20, that is the same 

amount that would 

be raised by the SA's 

now-defunct proposed 

blanket tax. 

So, I issue a challenge to the 
students of Rice University: Prove 
me wrong. If you responded that 
you would pay $25 for renewable 
energy, do it. Write the SA a check, 
hand them a Hamilton, whatever. 
After all, if you do the math, if only 
half the s tudents at Rice give $20, 
that is the same amount that would 
be raised by the SA's now-defunct 
proposed blanket tax. 

This is an opportunity to prove 
to the world, the environment and 
to yourself, that you actually care. 
Otherwise, you are just another fol-
lower in this latest activist fad. 

Sean McBeath is a Martel College 
sophomore and calendar editor. 

Guest column 

Jacks calls for wit and ingenuity, not damage 
T h e r e i s little debate that the turn-
ing of the head of Willy's Statue in 
1988 is a point of pride for students 
at this school. The brilliance of the 
planning and execution of 
the prank is still astonish-
ing. 'Hie admission and ac-
ceptance of responsibility 
was remarkable. It is prob-
ably the most memorable 
jack to happen at Rice, a 
jack that is truly the stuff 
of legend. 

So why is it that no 
jack since then has come 
close to matching that bril-
liance? Where has all our 
ingenuity gone? It seems 
that jacks, particularly during Willy 
Week, are the place to show off Rice's 
genius. So do our best and brightest 
concentrate on Willy Week jacks? 
Well, some of them do. The rest 
are pre-meds. 

The re were some jacks that 
turned out quite well—therebarpig 
that Wiess installed at the Hanszen 
Guardian and the retaliatory reposi-
tioning, or the "Supersizing" jack on 
the site of the new colleges. Other 
jacks have been malicious, disgust-
ing, or both. The kiddie pool of nas-
tiness that Baker was kind enough 
to put in the Hanszen commons 
last year was taking jacks too far. It 
is that type of jack that makes me 
ashamed to be a Rice student. Also, 
the O-Week jack of fishbits in Will 
Rice Old Dorm and the Willy Week 
retaliation of creating a beach scene 
in a Baker bathroom two years ago 
is the perfect example of how these 
things can escalate without ever be-
ing clever. In both cases, the poor 
Housing and Dining workers had 
to do most of the cleanup. 

The spirit of jacking is about 
showing off that you can be clever, 

Will 
Fischer 

safe, mostly legal and totally harm-
less. There is no place for malice. 
If you do not want to clean it up 
yourselves, why should someone 

e lse have to? We are 
co l l ege s t u d e n t s and 
should be accountable 
for our actions. 

Jacks are also a great 
way to promote your col-
lege. Even those who do 
not participate in jacking 
like to see clever jacks 
done on their behalf . 
By pulling off success-
ful jacks, it is almost 
like you are including 
everyone. It is one of 

those togetherness-through-vic-
timizing-others things — because 
really, who doesn ' t like to see 
someone else get jacked? 

our ingenuity to flow. Allow the jack 
to take its full course so that you can 
witness the glory of its completion, 
then decide to tear it to shreds or 
enjoy the effort invested. 

So I challenge Rice University 
to unleash the creativity, release 
the ingenuity and let the epic jacks 
flow. When you jack this year, de-
stroy nothing (except maybe water 
balloons) but leave something so 
brilliant, sly and ingenious that you 
will be remembered on par with the 
students who turned Willy. 

Will Fischer is a Will Rice College 
junior and jacks coordinator. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Obama displays qualities 
of prime Jewish candidate 
A f e w weeks ago, the National 
Review Online blog The Corner 
ran a very interesting investiga-
tion about Barack Obama's family 
history. If you did not 
know already, Obama 
has a white mother and 
a black father. As the 
column explains, such 
interracial marr iages 
from the 1950s were 
usually the result of 
very specific cultural 
unions: white Jewish 
women and black com-
munist men. As this 
column implied, Obama 
is probably a "half black, 
half Jewish, red diaper baby." 

Finally! T h e m a i n s t r e a m 
media is start ing to catch on 
to a point that I have been 
ranting about for the past few 
months: Barack Obama is the 
Jewiest presidential candidate 
our nation has seen in quite 
some time. 

Yes, in spite of Obama's strong 
Christian rhetoric, accusations of 
him being a crypto-Muslim and 
his rather apt basketball skills, 
Obama is but a yarmulke's throw 
away from being a member of 
the tribe. 

I know lots of people are 
probably thinking the same thing 
about this claim. But contrary to 
popular belief, many great Jews 
were black — Sammy Davis Jr., 
for instance. Also, Jesus. But 
Obama's Jewiness does not come 
from the color of his skin, but 
from his personal experiences. 

As a lonely boy in Hawaii 
with a missing Kenyan father, 
Obama had no land to call his 
own. He was lost, thrust from 
the promised land of the conti-
nental United States to a foreign 
nation, and wander ing back 
again. He was on the outskirts, 
always looking for his place in 
the world, hoping to fulfill the 
dreams of his father. And while 
that father may not have been 
Abraham, Isaac or Jacob, that 
yearning for a promised land 
resonates still in the promise of 
the American Dream. 

Even his college experience 
was distinctly Jewish, as he 
started off ignoring his heritage 
and spend ing his w e e k e n d s 
smoking pot. But by the end he 
had grown up, embraced his 
own cultural history and made 
it to a top-ranked law school. 
And he married a woman who 
is, as Obama admits, "smarter." 
"better looking," and "a little 
meaner" than he is. And now 
they live in a nice Chicago neigh-

Evan 
Mintz 

borhood that 's fancy, but not 
fancy shmancy, right across the 
street from a synagogue. Every 
Jewish man's dream. 

In fact , O b a m a ' s 
wife Michelle really 
shows just how Jewish 
he is. When she first 
began to e n t e r the 
public sphere, pundits 
like Maureen Dowd 
accused Michelle of 
giving speeches that 
emasculate her hus-
band, bringing up his 
persona l fau l t s and 
foibles — bad morning 
breath, leaving out the 

butter, keeping a messy desk. 
Emasculating attacks? Please! 
These were just the nitpicking 
lovebites of a passive-aggres-
sive, overbearing Jewish wife: 
"He still has trouble ... putting 
his socks actually in the dirty 
clothes, and he still does not 
do a better job than our 5-year-
old daughter Sasha at making 
his bed " 

I'm pretty sure I overheard the 
same conversation between Esther 
and Ruth while waiting for a trans-
fer at the Ronkonkoma station. 

Even his attitudes towards 
Israel put him in a camp of dis-
tinctly Jewish thought. In a re-
cent speech in Cleveland, Ohio, 
Obama recognized that there is a 
growing sentiment in the Jewish 
community that seems to say: 
"unless you adopt a unwavering 
pro-Likud approach to Israel ... 
you are anti-Israel." 

For many Jews critical of 
some governmental policy in 
Israel, this has become a com-
mon worry. Obama is the first 
national candidate to make this 
uniquely Jewish observat ion 
that only those on the inside 
seem to see, joining in with 
those millions of liberal Jews 
who feel like rejects among their 
own people. 

Of course, this all may be a 
stretch. Obama did not grow up 
in a Jewish community, his fam-
ily is not Jewish and even though 
he lives across the street from 
a synagogue, I bet he only goes 
on High Holidays. But Obama's 
own personal experience has 
been one of a man in a personal 
diaspora, walking the path of 
study and self-critique, looking 
for his place in the world. 

And besides, it makes just 
as much sense as calling Bill 
Clinton black. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
senior and executive editor. 

The spirit of jacking is 

about showing off that 

you can be clever, safe, 

mostly legal and totally 

harmless. There is no 

place for malice. 

Similarly, if you see a jack in 
progress, assume that those involved 
worked on its development for lon-
ger than President Leebron spends 
in his quarterly office hour. Hie 
perpetrators will be the responsible 
ones if anything bad happens. It is 
important that we allow students at 
Rice to be in charge of policing these 
things themselves; it allows more of 
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The following are results from the first round of Student Assoeation elections for the 2008-,09 school year. 
Students voted online at sa.rice.edu between 12:01 a.m. Friday, Feb. 22 and 2 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 27. 

„ « X. , V , • • 

®Sil§S 1 1 3 6 VOTHRS 

F| art of the beauty of the democratic system, especially with the 
advent of electronic voting, is the ability of every candidate to run an effective 
campaign. In celebration of the democratic system, we've included some info 

on themost successfulwrite-in candidates (and justa fewofourpersonalfavorites). 
After all, what's freedom worth if you can't screw with some ballot counters? 

TOP CANDIDATES: 
The following posted impressive results in their multitude of write-in 
campaigns. Each of these competitors appeared on a number of tallies for 
positions on the Student Assocation's Executive Council, among others. 
1. CHRIS WARRINGTON 

2. RON PAUL 

3. ED BONNYMAN 

4 . OPTIMUS PRIME 

5. JESUS 

THRESHER FAVORITES: 
In addition to candidates whose political fervor put them on the boards, there were 
a golden few nominees who stick out among the crowd. You're all winners here. 
1. BATMAN for Student Assoeation President 
1. ROFFLWAFFLES jfor Thresher Editor in Chief 
1. So MANY ASIANS... for RSVP Internal Vice Chair 
1. MATT YOUN'S MOM for Student Assoeation Treasurer 

1. BLOWJOB FROM A CLOWN for Campan i l e Editor-in - Chief 

1. L. RON HUBBARD for U£ourt Sophomore Rep. 
L THE NITE OWL AKA HOLLINS J. MASON AKA DANIEL DREIBERG/or Sammy die Owl 

1. LITTLE HAND SAYS IT'S TIME TO ROCK for Honor Council Junior Rep. 

M A T T Y O U N (54.7% - 622 VOTES) 
S A R A H B A K E R (26.50/0-301 VOTES) 

M I T H U N M A N S I N G H A N I St 
ZACH M A R S H A L L 08.8°/„ -166 VOTES) 

for Student Assoeation External Vice President 
8 1 8 VOTERS 

N I C H O L A S M U S C A R A (61.9% — 507 VOTES) 

A L E X A N D E R W Y A T T (3S.I°/O - 273 VOTES) 

for Student Assoeation Secretary 
SLL VOTERS 

P A I G E B A I L E Y (56.4% - 457 VOTES) 

D E N V E R G R E E N E (436Y0—329 VOTES) 

for Student Assoeation Treasurer 
8 1 2 VOTERS 

T I F F A N Y W U (55-S°/O — 453 VOTES) 

H I L A R Y D O W D Y (25-7% - 209 VOTES) 

A N D R E W F I S H E R (IS.5% -123 VOTES) 

PASSED Thresher Blanket Tax Increase 
(69.8% - 597 VOTES) 855 VOTERS 

^sssss^sss^mssssss^ss^ssi 

FAILED Honor Council Amendment 
(60.8% - 540 VOTES, REQUIRES 75% SUPPORT) 8 8 J VOTERS 

Campus gears up for Willy Week FOOD 
X X J Frnvn bnop 1 

directly following spring break 
by Liz Mallett 

THRESHER STAFF 

"Whack-a-Willy" Week will start 
Monday, March 10 after Spring 
Break. Willy Week coordinators 
Michelle Kekstra and Samantha 
Telster selected the theme based on 
the arcade game "Whack-a-Mole." 

The subcommittee devoted its 
$3,500 budget to create a week of ac-
tivities leading up to the Beer-Bike 
race and chugging competit ion, 
culminating in a day of celebra-
tion, a campus-wide water balloon 
fight and Beer Bike. Activities will 
include free food, cheap T-shirts 
and discounted beer. 

On Monday at 8 a.m., clues for 
the scavenger hunt will be posted. 
In a depar ture from previous years, 
groups of th ree to five s tudents will 
be given a list of Rice people, places 
and objects to photograph. Items 
on the scavenger hunt list may 
include a picture with mathematics 
professor Zhiyong Gao or a picture 
of a jack in progress , Telster, a Will 
Rice College sophomore, said. The 
hunt will end Wednesday. Teams 

will be awarded points based on 
the number of i tems they success-
fully photograph. Winners will be 
announced Friday, and the first 
place winner awarded $100. Teams 
can sign up by e-mailing Kerkstra 
(meesh@rice.edu) with the names 
of the people in the group. 

On Tuesday, the Beer Debates, 
in which people ask inebriated 
professors r isque and often embar-
rassing questions, will take place 
at 9:30 pm in Willy's Pub. Teltser 
said this year will feature a new 
l ineup of p ro fe s so r s to rep lace 
the usual combination of religious 
studies professor William Parsons 
and philosophy professor Alastair 
Norcross. 

On W e d n e s d a y , all c a m p u s 
server ies will be closed for dinner, 
so s tudents can go to the Academic 
Quad at 5:30 p.m. to participate in 
Willy's Birthday Picnic. Food will 
be free for both on- and off-campus 
s tuden t s and will include tradi-
tional picnic fare such as turkey 
sandwiches and brisket, as well as 
vegetarian alternatives. 

On Thursday, International Beer 

Night will start at 10 p.m. at Willy's 
Pub. Beer will be available by the 
case, not the keg, in about 20 variet-
ies. Last year, the more exotic types 
of beer f rom obscure countries ran 
out early, so Telster advised any 
interested of-age s tudents to show 
up early. 

The re are no events scheduled 
on Friday, so s tudents can rest be-
fore the main Beer Bike competition 
on Saturday, March 15. 

Some s tudents have expressed 
concern over the timing of Willy 
Week this year. 

Although Lovett College sopho-
more Rachel Heirman said she was 
excited for Willy Week, she said 
she is worried there will be less 
preparation because it is right after 
Spring Break. 

Lovett senior Alex Stoll said he 
was not worried and eagerly antici-
pates the week 's events. 

"I am looking forward to the 
parade, but will probably stop by 
for the race too," Stoll said. 

Willy Week shi r ts can be pur-
chased for three dollars from RPC 
representat ive. 

COLLEGE BEER-BIKE THEMES 
Lovett — 300 Proof 

Hanszen — Dr. Brews: S lammed I am 

Wiess — TFW 

Will Rice — Viva la Inedbriacion 

Baker — My Master is Jose ... Cuervo 

Jones — Age of the Winosaurs: 65 mi l l ion years before Cristal 

Brown — Hutchinson: One Last Round 

Sid Rich — Trashedformers: Kegatron and Optimist Wine 

Marte l — Ashby High Rise 

From page 1 

Yen said the whole point of 
Lunar New Year is that the show 
is f ree . She said the ord inance 
made fundrais ing more s t ressful 
and forced the CSA to push much 
more for donations. 

Yen said CSA has raised less 
money in fundra is ing this year and 
now must cha rge its m e m b e r s for 
club trips, which fundrais ing prof-
its had previously covered. 

Yen said other clubs have gotten 
around the ordinance by selling 
bubble tea outdoors , instead of 
indoors, or door-to-door so they do 
not have to purchase the permit . 

Alicia Burns-Wright, president 
of the Black Student Association, 
said BSA's recent Soul Night event 
did not find that this new ordinance 
interfered with the event's catering. 
The ca te re r who was present had a 
license, so the club did not have to 
purchase a permit . Burns-Wright, 
a Jones College senior, said since 
BSA does not typically fundraise 
th rough bake sales, this ordinance 
will not affect the club. 

Aleah S u m m e r s , manage r of 
Rice Coffeehouse , said all coffee-
house employees will be certified 
in food handl ing by the end of this 
semester . 

"We passed our last inspection 
with flying colors, but this is a good 
thing," Summers, a Jones junior, 
said. "It makes sure we stay on top 
of everything and are doing every-
thing according to health codes." 

South Asian Society president 
Amy Matthews said the club will 
have to work with regulations when 
planning Dhamaka, its April show. 

"I think it's just another added 
expense," Matthews said. "Organi-
zations don't have that much to be-
gin with, so it's a little f rus t ra t ing . . . 
it's another roadblock. Serving food 
shouldn't be something we have to 
pay for. I feel it deters organizations 
from putting on events." 

Will Rice sophomore Varun Ku-

mar, who worked with fundrais ing 
for Alternative Spring Break, said 
the club stopped selling bubble 
tea in the RMC as a result of the 
ordinance. 

"It a lmos t s e e m s r id i cu lous 
for t hem to be a s s e r t i n g [ the 
o rd inance] , a lmost unreal is t ic ," 
Kumar said. 

Kumar said ASB acquired spe-
cial permiss ion f rom Rice to hold 
its recent Decadent Desser t Night, 
which showcased d e s s e r t s from 
various venders ac ross the city. 

Kumar said several c lubs have 
gotten away with violations of the 
food ordinance because the regula-
tions are not actively enforced . 

"I know a lot of g roups who did 
not get a mandate who didn't get 
in trouble," Kumar said. 

Igor Gorlach, ASB organizer, 
said fundra i se r s provide a vital 
means of raising the money that 
s tudents ' families cannot provide 
for trips. Gorlach, a Wiess College 
junior, said organizat ions are dis-
couraged from going to bus inesses 
or residential col leges to ask for 
money. He said after going to the 
student activities fund, c a r w a s h e s 
and bake sales become the primary 
means of raising m o n e y 

"When the bake sales cost $(•>0 a 
day, it gets a little harder ," Gorlach 
said. "Then we have to be a little 
more creative." 

He said the club is contem-
plating going to ro ta ry c lubs to 
ask for money or selling balloon 
animals. 

"It would really be nice if Rice 
at least matched our fundra is ing 
ef for ts , just a little bit, to make 
sure it 's not all f rom our families," 
Gorlach said. "Since i the Vision 
for the Second Cen tu ry ] is t ry ing 
to connect Rice with the outside 
community, one of the ways is to 
connect with the communi ty and 
work together ." 

mailto:meesh@rice.edu
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ELECTIONS 
From page 1 

reevaluated. Currently, Bowen said 
the elections committee is very 
limited by the punishments they can 
give, which include either referring 
someone to the Judicial Dean of 
Programs for violation of the code 
of conduct or sending a public let-
ter of reprimand or disqualification. 
Bowen said he would recommend 
in-between punishments so that the 
candidates would receive something 
harsher than an angry letter. 

"I think it's unfair to other can-
didates," Bowen said. "Another 
concern that came up during this 
election were some campaigns had 
very vocal supporters, and I think 
sometimes it's hard to control the 
vocal supporters. In general, candi-
dates should be more responsible 
with whom they give posters to 
or who's part of their campaign. 
It raised concerns, especially with 
Brown College." 

In keeping with previous years, 
the north colleges had a significantly 
larger turnout than the south col-
leges. Brown had the greatest turn-
out, with 184 voters. Jones, Martel 
and Hanszen Colleges followed with 
voter turnout in the 150s. Lovett, Sid 
Rich and Will Rice Colleges came 
next with voter turnouts in the 120s. 
Baker and Wiess Colleges had the 
lowest turnouts, with their number 
of voters just under 100. 

Bowen said the fact that more 
candidates were from the nor th 
colleges than the south colleges 
could account for the discrepancies 
in voter turnout. Three of the five 
executive committee positions were 
won by students from Brown. 

"Brown is probably the most vo-
cal college this year," Bowen said. "I 
also know a lot of the Brown candi-
dates who ran supported each other 
so it was like, 'Let's come together 
and get our Brown College people 
in office.'" 

Bowen said that although I^ovett 
somewhat rallied around Baker and 
external vice president candidate 
Alex Wyatt, they did not do so to 
the extent that Brown did. Baker 
also said that she was told not to 
go to Brown because she would be 
booed and heckled. 

Baker said she did not feel that 
being from the south colleges really 
affected her campaign, although 
she agreed that Brown was a very 
spirited college. 

Wyatt said it was unfortunate 
there was the discrepancy between 
n o r t h and sou th co l l ege vo te r 
turnout. 

"I think that [the north colleges] 
are really spirited in getting their 
people elected and in office," Wyatt 
said. "The ratio of people who go out 
and vote is very high and a good ac-
complishment for them, but I would 
like to see more south college people 
on the executive [committee]." 

Another factor that may have 
increased voter turnout was the 
increase in the number of contested 
positions. For the first time, the 
University Council Representative 
position was contested, with three 
candidates vyingfor the position. The 
race for Sammy the Owl was quite 
contentious, and went 31 rounds, Bo-
wen said. In the end, Hanszen senior 
Richard Romeo won the position. 

There was also an increased num-
ber of write-in votes this election. 
Bowen said this could be because 
of the new elections Web site made 
it much easier to vote for write-in 
candidates. Write-in suggestions 
ranged from Ron Paul to Barack 
Obama to Ed Bonnyman. 

Youn won the presidential race 
by a significant majority, with 54.8 
percent of the votes, making a sec-
ond round unnecessary to decide the 
winner. A total of 1,136 people voted 
in the presidential elections. Baker 
received 26.4 percent of the vote, 
and Martel junior Zach Marshall and 
Martel senior Mithun Mansinghani 
got 14.6 percent. Youn said he was 
thrilled and honored by the results 
of the election. 

"I'm just really happy that the 
students had a lot of confidence in 
me, and I really hope to give that 
back in my term and really prove 
to them that I'm going to be a good 
president," Youn said. 

Youn said he really wanted to 
work on getting more students in-
volved in the SA by strengthening 
the position of senators at all nine 
colleges. 

"I think the turnout really showed 
that all colleges might be up for 
that," Youn said. "Hopefully we can 
get everyone involved and become 
an organization that's even more 
respected by the administration." 

Baker said that although cam-
paigning had been stressful, it was 
a rewarding experience. 

"It's really neat to get to meet so 
many new people and get to interact 
with students and hear their ideas," 
she said. 

'Hopefully we can get 
everyone involved [in 
the SA] and become an 
organization that's even 
more respected by the 
administration.' 

— Matt Youn 
SA president-elect 

Baker said she wished she had 
not gotten sick in the week before 
the elections, as it made it nearly 
impossible for her to campaign. 

Mansinghani and Marshall said 
they are fairly satisfied with the 
results of the election. 

"We feel we got a fairly sizeable 
amount of the vote, and that 's our vi-
sion and our perspective so it should 
be paid attention to in [Youn's] 
upcoming term as SA president," 
Mansinghani said. 

Mansinghani said he especially 
hoped their idea of having SA meet-
ings at various colleges to increase 
awareness and attendance would be 
considered. 

Marshall said he wished they 
had been put on the ballot earlier 
so they would have had more time 
to campaign. 

"If we had been allowed to run 
a little earlier, 1 think people could 
have heard our message earlier and 
would have understood what we 
stood for," Marshall said. 

Marshall and Mansinghani will 
be posting a concession speech, 
ent i t led "Mans inghan i -Marsha l l 
Concession Speech 2008," on You-
T u b e some time this weekend. 

Unlike the presidential race, the 
one for internal vice president was 
uncontested. A total of 888 students 
voted in the race, which had a sig-
nificant number of write-ins. Dayal 
garnered 94.6 percent of the vote. He 
said he was looking forward to main-
taining lines of communication with 
every aspect of the administration 
and keeping committees strong. 

"I think the SA this year has defi-
nitely stepped up its game, and it has 
really affected the lives of students in 
a lot of new ways," Dayal said. "I'm 
especially intent on keeping student 
interest with the SA and making 
the group something that affects 
students on a daily basis." 

Muscara won external v ice 
president easily, with 62 percent of 
the vote. 

Bowen said the election for EVP 
was interesting this year since be-
cause it is typically a position that 
is taken on by upperclassmen who 
have been senators at their colleges, 
and this year, it was a race between 
two freshmen. 

Muscara said he capitalized on 
tools such as a Facebook group and 
a Web site he had made himself to 
show voters that he was serious 

about the position. 
"I was the only person who wasn't 

previously a member of the Student 
Association so it was important 
people could get to know me and 
understand I was really committed to 
fulfilling the position, because most 
of these people had never heard of 
me before," Muscara said. 

He said he was looking forward to 
more clearly defining and expanding 
the duties of the EVP. Muscara said 
he is looking forward to rehauling 
the Hedgehopper card to help 
students become more involved so-
cially in Houston and also to putting 
together a dining and entertainment 
guide along with it. Muscara said he 
also hoped to keep the upward trend 
of voter participation this year by 
continuing to involve students more 
actively in the SA and giving them 
an investment in the outcomes of 
the elections. 

Wu won treasurer with 55.8 per-
cent of the vote. She said she was 
surprised but pleased with her win. 

"It was a nice surprise to win and 
to know that I have support from 
people across campus," Wu said. 

Bailey won secretary with 56.4 
percent of the vote. She was unavail-
able for comment. 

In addition to voting for candi-
dates, students voted on different 
pieces of legislation. The Thresher 
blanket tax increase from $7.60 to 
$14.30 passed with an overwhelm-
ing majority of 70 percent. All three 
proposed amendments to the SA con-
stitution passed. These included the 
following: To correct an incorrect 
definition of majority; to redefine the 
duties of the secretary and to replace 
the director of publications with the 
director of communications. 

T h e proposed amendment to 
the Honor Council constitution to 
remove a loophole, however, did not 
pass because, although it received 
61 percent of the votes, it did not 
gain the three-fourths majority vote 
necessary to change the H onor C ode 
constitution. 

2008 SA GENERAL ELECTION WINNERS 
• UC senior reps: 

Brown senior Thomas Carson and Hanszen junior Katherine 
Gomer. 

• UC junior reps: 

Will Rice sophomore Alex Dinur and Martel freshman Katie 
Orthbahn. 

• UC sophomore reps: 

Lovett freshman Mike taylor and Martel freshman Chriz 
Rizk. 

• U Council reps: 

Brown junior Paul Tucker and Brown junior Jasdeep Mangat. 

• RSVP vice chair: 

Lovett junior Tommy Fu. 

• RSVP external chair: 

Hanszen sophomore Alice Tsao. 

• RSVP treasurer: 

Hanszen junior Francis An. 

• Rice Program Council president: 

Will Rice sophomore Michelle Kerkstra. 

• Thresher editor in chief: 

Brown junior Lily Chun and Hanszen junior Dylan Farmer. 

• KTRU station manager: 

Jones junior Nick Schlossman. 

• RTV5 station manager. 

Will Rice junior Will Fischer. 

• RTV5 program director: 

Wiess sophomore Charles Lena. 

• Honor Council senior representatives: 

Hanszenjuniors Jenni Cieluch, Austin Mueller, Richard Romeo 
and Ted Wieber. 

• Honor Council junior representatives: 

Brown sophomore Jackie Ammons, Sid Rich sophomore 
Justine Lin and Wiess sophomore Erin Waller. 

• Honor Council sophomore representatives: 

Wiess freshman Darren Arquero, Martel freshman Andrew 
Briggs and Will Rice freshman Kellsey Zottnick. 
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MCCAIN 
From page 1 

IH be glad to continue the debate on 
whether it is or not," McCain said. 
"But the overwhelming majority of 
scientific opinion clearly indicates 
that greenhouse gas emissions are 
harming our planet" 

McCain even wentso far as to praise 
that usual enemy of the Republican 
Party — France — as a model for 
relying on nuclear power to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

The senator followed by ad-
dressing economic issues, explicitly 
recognizing the effect the current 
economic recession has had on 
many Americans. However, McCain 
expressed his constant support for 
free trade as a solution. 

McCain said he saw the economic 
problem as part of a massive shift in 
the U.S. economy from an industrial 
economy to a technological one, 
putting it on level with the industrial 
revolution. He said that in response, 
government programs to help laid 
off workers would have to change, 
focusing on community colleges 
provi ling education and job training 
in technological fields. 

"Those old jobs are not coming 
back." McCain said. "And we're go-
ing to need to go to our community 
colleges, the base of our education 
system in America, and have them 
design and implement training, job 
training, and education programs so 
we can make these workers capable 
of reentering the workforce in the 
information technology revolution 
that we are in." 

McCain also expliciUy said that he 
would create government programs to 
ensure that American workers do not 
fall by the wayside. 

"We've got people who unfortunate-
ly are seeing the end of their working 
lives at a very early age," McC ain said. 
"We can't do that: That's not America. 
We're a nation that takes care of our 
citizens as well as we can." 

However, McCain balanced this 
talk of government expansion with 
calls for lowering taxes, specifically 
eliminating the alternative minimum 

tax, and reducing spending. He cri-
tiqued massive spending bills that 
contain pork barrel projects and 
earmarks, and using himself as the 
proper example. 

McCain then switched back to 
talk about improving government 
programs, addressing improving treat-
ment of veterans, especially in light of 
the Iraq War, and replacing Veterans' 
Affairs hospitals with government-
sponsored insurance programs. 

McCain continued to talk about 
Iraq and the surge in troops that he 
supported. 

'We are carrying out the goals of 
the surge," McCain said. "The Iraqi 
military taking over more and more 
responsibilities, the causalities are 
down, and we will be able to withdraw 
and come home, but we will come 
home with honor." 

McCain pointed to the fear of ter-
rorism as the main reason as to why 
his plan in Iraq is so necessary. 

"If we [... ] declare a date for with-
drawal, then al Qaeda will tell the world 
that they defeated the United States of 
America," McCain said. "And we will 
be fighting again in that region and 
in the rest of the world and they will 
follow us home." 

QUESTION AND ANSWER 
After closing his speech with an 

allusion to former President Ronald 
Reagan, McCain opened the floor 
to questions from members of the 
audience. Rice students, who received 
tickets mostly through handouts or 
lotteries in their residential colleges, 
asked most of the questions. 

Hanszen College junior Eric Silber-
man asked how McCain could court 
the conservative vote while maintain-
ing the moderates and independents 
who had previously served as his 
supporters. McCain answered by 
recognizing that he had to move to the 
right during the primaries but hinted 
that he would move towards the center 
after the nomination. 

"I need to unite the party, I need 
to energize the party," McCain said. 

"Well have to reach out to the in-
dependents and find those Reagan 
Democrats [... 1 but I have to secure 
the nomination." 

Student Association President and 
Brown College senior Laura Kelley 
followed up by asking about whether 
McCain would maintain his dedication 
to receiving public financing for the 
general election. McCain said that 
he would adhere if the Democratic 
candidatedid.pointingoutthatSenator 
Barack Obama previously promised 
that he would but has recently been 
backing off of that promise. 

Lovett College junior Eric Doctor, 
after thanking McCain for getting 
students up before sunrise for the 
event, asked him about his previous 
condemnations of the detainment 
of prisoners at the military base at 
Guantanamo Bay and whether he 
would take a pledge to close the base 
within his first500days in office. While 
McCain did not directly promise to 
uphold that pledge, he did state the 
base should be closed and that the 
government should handle detainees 
with military tribunals similar to those 
after World War II. 

McCain also answered questions 
about his age, carbon dioxide emis-
sions and immigration reform, which 
McCain said that has taught him the 
lesson that Americans want a secure 
border before establishing compre-
hensive immigration reform. 

The questions almost turned into a 
back and forth when Will Rice fresh-
man Karthik Soora, after praising the 
senator for his stands on campaign 
finance and immigration reform, 
questioned McCain's assertion that al 
Qaeda could establish a base in Iraq 
since 60 percent of the Iraqi popula-
tion is Shia Muslim, are viewed by 
the Wahhabist al Qaeda as heretics. 
McCain appealed to General David 
Petraeus's opinion and stated that al 
Qaeda was already in Iraq. 

"I guess we just have a fundamen-
tal disagreement," McCain said. "Al 
Qaeda is there, they are active, they 
are our greatest enemy." 

McCain also said that he believed 
that Iran was still involved in funding 
and supporting al Qaeda operations 
in Iraq. 

When he finished, McCain asked 
Soora whether he wanted to respond, 
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but Soora said that he thought that 
McCain's response was fine. 

McCain faced more of a direct 
exchange with a question from a stu-
dent about his claim to keep troops in 
Iraq for up to 100 years, where he was 
posed a metaphor commonly used by 
former PresidentBillClintonaboutthe 
situation in Iraq. 

"If your neighbor's house burns 
down, you may let them come sleep 
on your couch for say a week, a month, 
maybe even six months, but after a 
year its not about the fire any more," 
the student said. "So when will it be 
not about the fire anymore? If we don't 
have a yearly time point for a plan for 
withdrawal, how long will we allow the 
Iraqis to sleep on the American couch 
and use American resources." 

McCain responded by asserting 
that the United States has to stay in 
Iraq for the sakeofpreventingterrorist 
attacks on itself. 

"If our house is being in danger of 
being burned down, then we will do 
whatever is necessary to prevent them 
from burning down our house, too," 
McCain said. "Iraq isn't their ultimate 
goal, the United States of America is 
their ultimate goal." 

He also said the U.S. military main-
tains a presence in many nations for 
decades at a time after wars end, such 
as Germany, Korea andjapan, pointing 
to the duties of a superpower to help 
other nations maintain security with a 
military presence. 

The questioner asked a follow up 
question. "You're saying they can sleep 
on our couch as long as they want?" 

"Well," McCain said, "everyone is 
sleeping on our couch." 

Silberman said that he really liked 
getting to talk to the senator, but 
questioned just how packaged the 
answer was. 

"Its sort of the nature of cam-
paigns," Silberman said. "I feel like 
you sort of go in knowing exactly what 
you're going to hear." 

Deborah Harter, speaker of the 
Faculty Senate, also said that she 
thought the town hall meeting was a 
great success. 

"I thoughtitwasan excellent event," 
Harter said. "I thought it was just the 
right amount of presentation by Senator 
McCain and I thought there was some 
great excellent questions." 

'Where are the seats at the feast? Where are the revels in the hall?" 
-from "The Wanderer" (Old English poem) 
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She also said that even though she 
is a liberal Democrat and had hoped 
other candidates would come to Rice, 
she enjoyed the chance to get to hear 
him speak at Rice. 

"I think to see him this one time was 
wonderful, but I would prefer to save 
my energy for the other candidates," 
Harter said. "Although I do think that 
any and all visits to this campus by 
statesmen of his stature are an honor 
and to be encouraged." 

Leebron said he thought the stu-
dents did an excellent job during the 
question and answer session. 

"As someone just said to me, the 
students were the stars," Leebron 
said. "I think the students were really 
terrific. I though they were eloquent, 
forceful, balanced." 

He also said that while other 
candidates have expressed interest 
in visiting Rice, there is nothing set 
in stone. 

OTHER POLITICAL EVENTS 
McCain's town hall meeting has 

been one of several political events 
at I?ice over the past week, with the 
upcoming Texas primaries and cau-
cuses bringing attention to Houston 
that is usually reserved for places with 
earlier presidential primaries. But with 
this season's drawn out nomination, 
the Texas primary has become a wa-
tershed moment for the Democratic 
candidates, and to the benefit of politi-
cally interested Rice students. 

Campus has been filled with 
political events, with speeches from 
Senator Barack Obama's policy direc-
tors Wednesday night and Obama-
supporting celebrities Ben McKenzie 
and Kerry Washington thisafternoon, 
who will then go with students to vote 
in the primaries. Also, KTRU gave 
away 200 free tickets to see Senator 
Hillary Clinton give a speech at the 
Presidential Summit at the George R. 
Brown Convention Center downtown 
yesterday evening. 

KTRU Promotions Director Alice 
Chai said she hoped the Clinton ticket 
giveaway would provide students with 
a broader view of candidate choices. 

"I'm hoping it will raise awareness 
on campus about other political parties 
being active, because it shouldn't just 
be one" Chai, a Brown College senior, 
said. "It's nice to get a variety." 
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do it 
two times 

in one ni 

f 

Though most people assume it's not possible, you can 
vote once in the Democratic primary during the day, 
and then do i t a second time in the precinct caucus 

that night — after you have, y'know, recuperated 
from your first bout of civic action. 

You must vote in the primary to vote in the caucus. 
If you vote on March 4, caucuses take place where you vote. 

Primary voting is 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Caucuses start promptly at 7:15 p.m. 

Bring your roommates, classmates — mates of any kind, really — 
to the polls, because as we all know, the more people that 

get involved, the more fun democracy can be. 
With your help, they can do it twice in one night, too. 

Find voting and volunteer information at 

MoveOn.org/TXvote 

MoveOn.oRG 
POLITICAL ACTION 

for by MoveOn.org Political Action, http://pol.moveon.org. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee. 

http://pol.moveon.org
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Mayor White, Brinkley reflect upon Houston's Katrina response 
by Sarah Rutledge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Though Houston may be home to 
extreme gridlock and perpetual hu-
midity, Houston Mayor Bill White and 
history professor Douglas Brinkley 
argued that it is a model city because 
it provided aid for Hurricane Katrina 
evacuees when the federal and local 
governments did not. 

White and Brinkley spoke at a 
panel Wednesday as a part of a week-
long lecture series on Houston and 
Hurricane Katrina. 

'Our country, federal, 
state and local 
government in New 
Orleans, in particular, 
let its people down, and 
it was embarrassing.' 

— Douglas Brinkley 
History professor 

White said the disaster demanded 
immediate action from the surround-
ing communities since a massive 
amount of people relocated to Hous-
ton in the week following the hur-
ricane. In the ten days after Katrina, 
250,000people fled to Houston homes 
and churches. By the end of 2005, 
160,000 had migrated to Houston, 
and at the end of last year, between 
80,000 and 110,000 displaced victims 
were still living in the Houston met-
ropolitan area. 

"You need to find and organize 
people with the best skills to [ac-
complish] the various tasks ... and 
provide (the evacuees] an opportunity 
to seek employment," White said. 

"You ... do it immediately, so people 
can have sense and hope when look-
ing at the future." 

He said he immediately called 20 
chief executive officers of corpora-
tions to ask for money. He met with 
displaced families and encouraged 
them to enroll their children in 
schools that week, which resulted 
in a 25,000 increase in enrollment 
across the city. 

White said Houston became a city 
of opportunity for those displaced by 
the hurricane by providing vouchers 
and expecting those who could to 
secure jobs and attain self-sufficiency. 
He said programs the city provided 
offered many people the training 
needed for entry-level jobs. 

Brinkley spoke next beginning his 
talk by recounting his experience dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina. Brinkley said 
he is a fan of presidential history and 
has noticed a common can-do spiiit 
among all great presidents. 

"There was no can-do spirit on 
Aug. 30, 2005," Brinkley said. "Our 
country, federal, state and local 
government in New Orleans, in 
particular, let its people down, and it 
was embarrassing." 

Brinkley said the Bush admin-
istration chose to quarantine New 
Orleans off and allow no supplies or 
relief in hopes that everyone would 
evacuate the city. He said Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
repeatedly turned away trucks car-
rying supplies. 

The American Red Cross did 
not send any relief to New Orleans, 
refusing to operate during, before or 
after Katrina, and Brinkley recalled 
going on a boat with a friend and 
grabbing people while many New 
Orleans police officers did not involve 
themselves in the situation. 

"They were the biggest embar-
rassment I had ever seen or could 
possibly imagine," Brinkley said. 

He said many residents in New 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHFR 

Houston Mayor Bill White and history professor Douglas Brinkley speak Wednesday about Houston's reaction to 
Hurricane Katrina. White and Brinkley praised the city for its quick response in aiding the near 250,000 evacuees who 
fled New Orleans within ten days of the hurricane, which struck on Aug. 29, 2005. 

Orleans' Lower Ninth Ward remem-
bered President Lyndon B.Johnson's 
visit in the 1960s in the aftermath of 
another devastating hurricane. He 
said the residents may have lost their 
home then, but they felt the country 
cared about them. Brinkley said the 
Bush administration failed to repeat 
Johnson's actions. 

"President Bush didn't do that," 
Brinkley said. "Chalk it up to bu-
reaucratic inefficiency and a lack of 
understanding." 

Brinkley ended his talk by noting 
that in the midst of the natural and 
bureaucratic disasters that ensued, 
Houston stood as an example of how 

a city should have reacted to such a 
catastrophe. 

Brinkley and White then opened 
the panel to discussion. An audi-
ence member asked about Houston 
citizens' reactions to the influx of 
Katrina victims. White said while 
Houstonians wish the disaster had 
not happened, the flood of evacuees 
to the city has resulted in economic 
gains. He said the city countered 
the increase in crime that occurred 
shortly after the New Orleans 
residents relocated to Houston by 
enforcing a zero-tolerance policy 
towards crime. 

In response to an audience 

member's question about New Or-
leans' current sustainability issues, 
Brinkley said the loss of wetlands is 
proving dangerous to New Orleans. 
Since wetlands typically slow down 
the force of hurricanes, losing a 
football field's worth of wetlands 
each day to the Gulf of Mexico 
means more potential for damage 
by future natural disasters. He said 
New Orleans is like two separate 
cities right now: one below sea-level 
and one above sea-level. People from 
the city below sea-level are receiving 
no insurance aid because companies 
are not committed to repairing those 
neighborhoods. 
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w e e k l y 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' s 

recommendations for | 
arts and entertainment | 

around Houston through » 
March 7. 3 

RODEO 

Houston 
Livestock Show 

and Rodeo 

Mambo Jambo brings out the beast in patrons 

Staying in town for Spring 

Break? Stick this in your craw. 

Monday heralds the beginning 

of RodeoHouston's hootin' 

and hollerin' extravaganza of 

agriculture and entertainment. 

Events last until March 22 and 

tickets are available online. 

Reliant Center 

8334 Fannin 

www.rodeohouston.com 

EXHIBIT 

Pompeii: Tales 
from an Eruption 

If you're still buried in the 

books, take a study break on 

Sunday for some unearthing. 

Tales from an Eruption displays 

500 recently excavated 

artifacts through June 22. 

Museum of Fine Arts 

1001 Bissonnet 

www.mfah.org 

CONCERT 

Gunther and the 
Sunshine Girls 

You don't know spring fever 

until you know Gunther. 

Touch your tra-la-la and ring 

in the last Sunday of break 

with the Swedish master of 

Champagne, Glamour, Sex, 

and Respect. Doors open at 

7 p.m. and tickets are 

available online. 

The Meridian 

1503 Chartres 

www.meridianhouston.org 
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Charlie Roberts' gargantuan wooden sculptures dominate the Rice Gallery's bold and brutal March exhibit, which explores man's primitive nature. 

by Rachel Green 
THRESHER STAFF 

The good artists — the percep-
tive, insightful ones with vision 
and curiosity to accompany their 
talent — often surprise or frighten 
the viewer into becoming a part of the 
artists' own dreamscapes. MAMBO 
JAMBO: Cabinet of the Cosmos, the 
latest installation at the Rice Gallery 
on view through March 30, invites 
the audience into the mind of artist 
Charlie Roberts and, in turn, into his 
somewhat disconcerting exploration 
of the relationship between human 
and animal. 

When Roberts claims, "I'm a 
'maximalist' at heart," the viewer 
immediately understands what this 
statement of self-reflection means for 
the artist'swork. Based on the "cabinet 
ofcuriosities" tradition of 16th and 17th 
century Europe, in which the well-to-
do would proudly display collections 
of art and objects, MAMBO JAMBO 

packsalmost200painted and sculptural 
works into the exhibit space, spilling 
out into the lobby of the gallery in the 
form of crudely-fashioned totemic 
sculptures heralding the entrance to 
the installation. 

The main part of the installation, 
a floor-to-ceiling triptych that recalls 
a medieval altarpiece, has been bi-
zarrely transformed into an homage 
to the complex relationship between 
man and animal. The back wall of 
the triptych opens to reveal a grid 
of shelves housing rough sculptures, 
and at the center, a head pushes its 
way out between two human legs. 
On the left and right of the panels 
of the triptych, gridded walls depict 
watercolor vignettes of animals and 
humans, displayed like a baseball 
card collection of two cosmic all-star 
teams. In front of the triptych are four 
enormous humanoid and beastlike 
sculptures, that occupy the central 
space of the installation. All of the 

sculptures are made from trees that 
were cut down due to construction 
on Rice campus. 

To be sure, it's not easy to "get" 
MAMBO JAMBO. Before walking 
into the exhibition space itself, the 
viewer is surrounded by tree trunks, 
splinters and unsanded edges that 
make him doubt the quality of the 
work he is about to see. The mam-
moth sculptures in the middle of the 
space are not "pretty"; the numerous 
paintings of animals and human 
faces are without nuances. Upon 
first glance, everything looks a little 
unfinished, a little raw. 

Yet once the viewer walks around 
a bit — whether he or she lingers for 
a few seconds longer on a painting of 
an alligator or a man with a hat — the 
brain starts working a little harder to 
make connections, to find the recog-
nizable in the unfamiliar. And then 
suddenly, something clicks — it's 
that dusty curio cabinet in the dining 

room, or that creepy documentary 
about cannibals on the History Chan-
nel, or that weird feeling that comes 
from reading Lord of the Flies for the 
first time in middle school or that 
sense of smallness that takes over 
when you turn a corner at a museum 
and find yourself face to face with a 
Tyrannosaurus Rex. 

Whatever it is, something in 
Roberts' work sparks a feeling of 
recognition in the viewer's mind 
that is at once both comforting and 
unsettling. He throws his audience 
into a state of uncertainty, for t 'ie 
easy meaning that one seeks in the 
work is absent. 

The audience may not glean a clear 
message from MAMBO JAMBO, if 
there even is one. When one can make 
a connection of any sort on any level, 
however — instinctual, intellectual 
or purely aesthetic — a work is truly 
successful, and Roberts' exhibit has 
achieved this communication. 

1 Harsh realism of 4 months, 3 weeks delivers an emotional blow 
by Lolley McConnell 
THRESHER STAFF 

With the recent outbreak of the 
pregnancy-centr ic comedies hit-
ting American theaters, Romania 
offers up an entirely different take 
on reproduction with 4 months, 3 
weeks and 2 days. Unlike the film's 
comedic American counterpar ts , 
the movie is void of any blue or pink 
swaddled bundles of joy or beaming 
young mothers. In fact, there are no 
feel good moments, or even mildly 
hopeful moments , in this drama 
that follows two university students 
trying to obtain an illegal abortion 
in Communist Romania. 

'4 morths, 3 vweksand 2 

• • • • of five 

now playing at 

Angelika Theater 

The film is the most recent winner 
of the Cannes Film Festival's high-
est honor, the Palme d'Or, but was 
not elected to be in contention for 
an Oscar as best foreign film. The 
Academy did, however, nominate 
Juno for four. 

The movie of fers an expertly 
controlled s tory under writer and 
di rec tor Cristian Mungiu (Occi-
dent) and c inematographer Oleg 

M u t u . T h e cam-
era follows Otilia 
(Youth Without 
Youth's Anamar ia 
Marinca) unflinch-
ingly for a day while 
s h e o r c h e s t r a t e s 
an abort ion for her 
roommate , Gabita 
(Binecuvantata fii, 
inchisoare's l.aura 
Vasiliu). A tripod 
doesn't seem to be 

COURTESY IFC FILMS 

Otilia (Sex Traffic's Anamaria Marinca) and Gabriela (Bless You, Prison's Laura Vasiliu) seek an illegal abortion in 4 Months. 

anywhere in Mutu 's arsenal, with 
the shaking camera at t imes giving 
a nausea-inducing feeling. Th is ef-
fect is fu r the red by the cast whose 
acting is deceptively realistic. 

4 Months begins in rundown 
dorms with Otilia as she buys sup-
plies for herself and Gabita. The pov-
erty the students face is as prominent 
as their sense of worry, but neither 
mentions why supplies are being 
gathered. The audience is at a loss 
to why these events are relevant but 
viewers soon discover that the movie 
is nothing if not economical, having 
nothing portrayed on screen that is 
not a valuable contribution to the 
whole. The plastic tablecloth that 
Otilia folds up in the first scene will 
be the plastic sheet meant to catch 
Gabita's blood during the procedure. 
Hie sheet was one of the many spe-

cific requests the poignantly named 
Dr. Bebe (Vlad Ivanov) has made, 
who is hired to perform the abortion, 
and he, in turn, demands more of the 
girls than just the money they have 
scraped up for the procedure. Both 
agree to his extra requirements , 
fearing that Gabita will not be able 
to get anyone else to do the abortion 
considering how far along she is. 
After returning from a visit to her 
boyfriend's house, Otilia finds that 
Gabita has indeed had the induced 
miscarriage. 

Here the film makes its only 
mistake. As horrible as this scene 
already is, Mungiu chooses not only 
to show, but also to linger on the 
aborted fetus in the hotel's bathroom. 
Yes* the film is very deeply rooted in 
reality, and not showing this would 
represent censorship. But by display-

ing a replica of a fetus dramatically 
posed against a bloodied towel, the 
movie inches toward the contrived 
feeling of fiction and away from the 
expertiv crafted reality that exists up 
until this point. 

Dramatically gut wrenching and 
almost technically flawless, the film 
is ultimately a huge downer. While 
the viewer may leave with little 
emotional satisfaction , the movie 
is wor th seeing for its capacity to 
focus on something and let that one 
thing tell the whole story indirectly. 
The re is no exposi tory dialogue or 
situation to explain clearly what 
is occurr ing and why. Most of the 
film is a guess ing game between 
the charac te r ' s actions and their 
c o n s e q u e n c e s . T h i s e n g a g i n g 
drama winds up as close to reality 
as possible. 

http://www.rodeohouston.com
http://www.mfah.org
http://www.meridianhouston.org
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r- Picnic's basket leaves 
much to be desired 

COURTESY IMDB.COM 

Agents Holden (Phone Booth's Richard T. Jones) and Barnes (Far From Home's Dennis Quaid) protect the President 
of the United States in Pete Travis' spineless thriller. 

by Sean McBeath 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

It is a rare film that can create an 
instant camaraderie between complete 
strange rs in a theatre. Vantage Point is 
one of these few. Neverwillmoviegoers 
feel closer to one another than when 
they collectively groan each time 
the film's fictional clock rewinds to 
11:59:57 a.m. 

'Vantage Poinf 

• • of five 
atAMC and 

rds theaters 

Vantage Points trailers tout the film 
as an action movie with a twist The 
viewer gets to watch the story unfold 
from eight separate perspectives. But 
what begins as a promising gimmick 
quickly becomes the film's downfall. 
In the same vein as the recent crime 
movies Ocean's Eleven and Inside Ma n, 
the movie attempts to break down an 
intricate plot into digestible pieces for 
the viewer to analyze. 

The fatal flaw, though, is that 
Vantage Point has no intricate plot to 
break down. Not only is there little 
intrigue or complexity — the story 
consists mainly of a terrorist group's 
efforts to kidnap and kill the Presi-
dent. of the United States — Almost 

every imaginable twist to the film 
is already revealed to audiences in 
numerous trailers. Little of it remains 
to be revealed in the movie. 

What remains isa crude plot device: 
Every time a new "vantage point" is 
introduced, the story rewinds to just 
before noon and begins again from 
a supposedly different perspective. 
While director PeteTravis {Henry VIII) 
manages to deconstruct the idea of 
an ultimate truth, the viewer may feel 
more taunted than enlightened. The 
only thing that Vantage Points repeti-
tive and often irritating narrative style 
accomplishes is to turn a 10-minute 
storyline into a 90-minute movie. 

Aside from gaping holes in nearly 
every part ofthe plot, however, Vantage 
Point offers viewers a decent action 
setting. Explosions, chases and gun-
shots are not lacking here. Neither 
are the stars: With Dennis Quaid (The 
Rookie), Matthew Fox (TVs "Lost"), 
Sigourney Weaver (The Village) and 
Oscar-winner Forest Whitaker (The 
Last King of Scotland) headlining, the 
movie should be a can't-miss experi-
ence. Ultimately, though, the script lets 
them down. The mystery that shrouds 
each character's agenda is due more 
to the lack of exposition provided than 
to the actors' own failures to convey 
their motives. 

Only Quaid, who is convincing as 

shell-shocked but loyal Secret Service 
AgentThomas Barnes, receives decent 
treatment from the writers. He gets a 
few minutes of screen time to develop 
his character, time enough to throw in 
the horribly trite metaphor of "shaking 
hands" that allows audiences to watch 
him regain his old confidence by blast-
ing and shooting his way through a 
terrorist plot Other characters waltz 
on and off the screen, uttering pithy 
one-liners and playing out cliche roles 
and overused stereotypes. 

This lack of connection and ex-
planation also creates a lack of focus. 
What begins as a movie about Barnes' 
return to glory quickly degenerates 
into a free-for-all for audience atten-
tion. So many potential messages 
pervade this movie by the end that 
viewers most likely feel too over-
whelmed to recognize that Barnes' 
once trembling fingers have steadied 
themselves throughout his q jest. 

Ultimately, Vantage Point offers 
ninety minutes of your everyday 
"heart-pounding, edge-of-your-seat" 
action. Unfortunately, a child seems 
to have scripted the last scene of the 
movie, trying to turn a bloody, violent 
film into a feel-good friendship flick. 
So, in the end, Vantage Point takes 
a supremely powerful plot device 
and, somehow, makes a supremely 
average movie. 

by Nikki Metzgar 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Easily clutched in one hand, 
containing elements of several food 
groups so as to fuel the eater's day 
and—most impor tan tly—delicious, 
the sandwich is a simple yet noble 
food. Over the years it has become 
gussied up with ingredients such 
as roasted red peppers and chipotle 
sauce, but the basics of sandwich 
remain the same. 

So why do some restaurants have 
such a difficult time making a good 
onePThe owners of Picnic restaurant 
at Bissonnet and Hazard, who also 
own the Raven Grill two doors down, 
have costumed the sandwich with 
their cutesy theme. 

Inside, most of the seating is made 
up of picnic tables that compel you to 
sit with strangers, and bright screen 
prints of egrets skimming the tops of 
lakes and butterflies fluttering near 
giant open blossoms hang on the 
walls. But has no one noticed that the 
actual outdoors is mere steps away? 
This artifice is the exact opposite of 
the nature of sandwich. 

The gimmick is not so terrible. 
Sandwiches and picnics are indeed 
happy brethren with cheerful mental 
associations that are reasonable to 
draw from when creating a restaurant 
theme. But there are few positive 
mental associations with the food, 
a sad fact that enhances any impa-
tience with the frilly decor. 

There are nine different sand-
wiches from which to choose and 
all of them include gourmet touches. 
The egg salad uses basil mayo and 
the chicken salad includes flecks of 
sun-dried tomato. Yet there is little 
distinctive flavor to be found in most 
of the menu items. Despite the toma-
to, celery and touted basil infusion, 
the chicken salad achieved nothing 
more than the overwhelming taste 
of traditional lunch box mayonnaise. 
The pork tenderloin on another 
sandwich was thinly sliced and spicy, 
although again covered in overpow-
ering mayonnaise. Luckily for those 
who do not eat meat, Picnic does 

offer a grilled vegetable sandwich 
composed mostly of zucchini with 
some red peppers and Portobello 
mushrooms thrown in. It wasn't bad, 
as long as you enjoy zucchini and, I 
suppose, your good health. 

To be fair, the sourdough bread 
used for the sandwiches was spongey 
and tasty, and even better in roll 
form alongside the butternut squash 
soup. Made without a cream base, 
the soup still managed to be smooth 
and a bit sweet. However, the soup 
pointed to another small deficiency 
of the shop: the counter service. I 
asked for Wednesday's featured lentil 
soup when the next customer in line 
asked about the ingredients of the 
butternut squash. Confusing the two 
of us, I ended up going home with the 
latter. On another visit they forgot my 
cookies — precious cookies! 

The SANDWICH 
deserves better 
treatment than it is 
getting at Picnic. 

The cookies, at $1 apiece, are 
fairly large and perhaps the best 
items in the store. The chocolate 
chip variety tends towards crunchy 
with a slightly soft center. To go 
with dessert, Picnic also serves Katz 
coffee, the preferred brand of local 
on-campus purveyors. 

A full box lunch costs $8.50 with 
fruit, chips and a cookie, but sand-
wiches can be bought without the 
sides and in half portions. Also on the 
menu are an orzo salad, a black-eyed 
pea salad and potato salad. They come 
in containers as small as 5 ounces, and 
are good light lunch options. 

All in all, the sandwich deserves 
better treatment than it is getting at 
Picnic. While the store gets credit 
for effort, it would not hurt for them 
to remember why people eat out of 
baskets on weekend afternoons in 
the first place, and infuse some of 
that life into the food. 
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Comerota squeezes Rice to win 
by Jessica Cannon 

F O R T H E T H R E S H K R 

IVY ASHE/THRESHER 

Sophomore third baseman Diego Seastrunk belts a hit in Rice's 11-7 win over TAMU-CC. Seast-
runk's offense was critical to the Owls' success, as his pair of doubles drove in three runs to help 
his team earn its first home win of the season. 

Despite being perennial contenders, the 
15th-ranked baseball team always seems to 
have topsy-turvy starts to their season. Not 
only did Rice begin the 2007 season with a 
3-4 record, but this year 
the Owls dropped the first 
two contests against I^ong 
Beach State University be-
fore taking their next three 
games in a row. The win 
that put them over the .500 
was also one for the history 
books — down 11-9 going 
into the bottom of the ninth 
inning, the Owls rallied to 
defeat the University of 
Houston 12-11 at Reckling 
Park on Wednesday. 

In what promises to be a 
weekend of great matchups, 
the annual Minute Maid Col-
lege Classic begins today at 
noon at Minute Maid Park, 
with the Owls first facing 
the University of Oklahoma. 
Saturday they will play N o. 14 
University of Texas at 7 p.m., 
and they finish with Texas 
Tech University Sunday at 2:30 pm. 

"I think it'll be a really good test for the 
team," freshman pitcher Travis Wright said. 
"I think we're starting to come together, 
and this will be a good chance to see how 
we play against good competition early in 
the season." 

Rice also has upcoming away games 
on Tuesday and Wednesday against Sam 

IN FOCUS: BASEBALL 
Record: 3-2 

Last week: The Owls man-
aged to win only one of three 
against No. 13 LBSU on 
the road, but after return-
ing home, Rice knocked off 
TAMU-CC and beat Houston 
12-11 with a rally in the 
bottom of the ninth. 

Next week: Rice faces Okla 
homa, Texas and Texas Tech 
in the Minute Maid Classic 
before travelling to Sam 
Houston State and Dallas 
Baptist. 

Houston State University and Dallas Baptist 
University, respectively. 

The Owls began the season last Friday with a 
1-0 loss to No. 13 Ding Beach State. Sophomore 
starter Ryan Berry denied the Dirtbags any 
runs, going seven innings with eight strikeouts 
and allowing just five hits with no walks. Reliev-

ers Jonathan Runnels and 
Bryan Price held the 49ers 
scoreless until the tenth 
inning, when a single by 
LBSU's Danny Espinosa 
brought home the winning 
run. 'Hie extra-inning 1-0 
loss was a heartbreaker for 
Owls fans, as Rice hitters 
struggled to bring baserun-
ners home throughout the 
game. Freshman shortstop 
Rick Hague knocked two 
doubles in the game in ad-
dition to junior left fielder 
Aaron Luna's two-bagger, 
but the Owls could not push 
any runs across. 

Both mis takes and 
Danny Espinosa's second 
day of explosive hitting 
hampered the Owls in the 
second game of the series, 
leading to a 3-2 loss. Two 

fielding errors in the first allowed LBSU to go 
up 1-0, and a homerun in the third extended 
the lead to 2-0. Rice scored a run in the fourth 
inning with singles by Luna and sophomore 
third-baseman Diego Seastrunk and tied the 
game in the seventh when junior designate-^ 
hitter Jared Gayhart's RBI single brought home 
senior first baseman J. P. Padron.The Dirtbags 

See RALLY, page 12 

After defeat at SMU, women's basketball rides post players to win at Tulsa 
by Justin Hudson 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

Hie shoulders of the post players 
on the women's basketball team may 
be strong, but they were not enough 
to carry Rice to a victory against 
Southern Methodist University 
Feb. 21. Despite huge performances 
from senior center Valeriya Ber-
ezhynska and freshman forward 
Morgan Mayse, the Owls (11-17, 
4-10 Conference USA) fell prey to 
poor shooting from their starting 
guards, and a late run by SMU (2 1-6, 
11-3 C-USA) sealed the 80-63 loss in 
Dallas, Texas. However, the Owls 
displayed their resilience Saturday 
with another strong performance 
by Berezhynska and a suffocating 
second-half defense that gave them 
much-needed 57-49 road victory over 
the University of Tulsa. 

The ()wls now look to win their last 
two regular season games at Sharp 
Gym in order to build momentum 
going into the conference tourna-
ment, which will be held March 6-9 

in ()rlando, Fla. Rice took on Marshall 
University yesterday in its first meet-
ing of the year with the Thundering 
Herd (14-14, 6-8 C-USA), who have 
been stuck in the middle of the 
conference pack all year. Tomorrow, 
Rice will square off with East C arolina 
University in a rematch of last year's 
C-l ISA title game. In that contest, the 
Pirates (13-14,7-7 C-USA) fought back 
from a 12-point deficit with 12 minutes 
remaining to pull out a 79-70 victory 
and earn the conference's automatic 
bid to the NCAA tournament. 

Head coach Greg Williams 
(Hanszen '70) said he believes his 
squad needs to take both games so 
they can enter the tournament witli the 
necessary ingredients to win it all. 

"Two wins would certainly help 
I our efforts] as far as our team hav-
ing confidence and momentum," 
Williams said. "We've been a team 
the last two years that has played 
well down the stretch going into 
the conference tournament. This 
weekend will be key for us to try 
and do that again." 

One of the teams Rice will most 
likely face in the postseason is SMU. 
The Owls were able to compete on 

THIS WEEKEND 

Rice vs. East Carolina 

When: Tomorrow, 

March 1, at 7 p.m. 

Where: Sharp Gym 

Last meeting: In the 

2007 C-USA Cham-

pionship, the Pirates 

came back from a 

12-point deficit to 

defeat the Owls 79-70 

the road with the Mustangs, who, 
at 11-3 in conference play, are cur-
rently second behind the undefeated 
University ofTexas-El Paso. Despite 

giving up 53 percent shooting to 
SMU in the first half, the Owls were 
only down 36-33 at the break thanks 
to their own 50 percent shooting 
and the strong play of their post 
players: Berezhynska, Mayse and 
senior forward Tiffany Loggins 
combined for 10-14 shooting and 23 
points to lead the team. 

Berezhynska and Mayse contin-
ued their dominance in the second 
half, scoring 14 of the next 17 Owl 
points to tie the game at 50 with 12:03 
remaining. SMU put in 11 straight 
points to take a 61-50 lead, and while 
the Owls answered with a 12-3 run 
of their own, SMU's offense would 
ultimately carry the Mustangs. With 
their lead down to 64-62 with 5:39 on 
the clock, SMU struck back with a 
final 16-6 run that ended the Owls' 
upset bid. 

What ultimately kept the Owls 
from winning the game was the 
lack of an outside threat. All three 
of Rice's starting guards struggled 
from the floor: Senior point guard 
Kadie Riverin, junior guard Maudess 

Fulton and sophomore guard Tara 
Watts combined to shoot 3-20 from 
the field. The only guard to provide 
offensive help for the Owls was fresh-
man Brittney Hudson, who was 3-5 
from the field with nine points. With 
the guards struggling, the comeback 
efforts led by Berezhynska, who 
scored 26 points and grabbed 15 
rebounds, and Mayse, who notched 
18 points, ran out of steam. 

"Our shots weren't falling on the 
perimeter and that took its toll as the 
game went down the stretch," Williams 
said. "We had some defensive break-
downs during that time as well. [But] 
I was happy [with] the way we battled 
back and got back in the game." 

Two days later, however. Rice 
seemed to be clicking on all cylinders 
against the Golden Hurricane (10-17, 
6-8 C-USA). The Owls played well to 
start the game and took a 20-16 lead 
with 5:46 remaining in the first half. 
But before the break, Tulsa center 
LarissaWilliams took over and led the 
Golden Hurricane on a 13-2 run. 

See SHOULDERS, page 13 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN RICE ATHLETICS 

Friday, Feb. 29 
•Baseball vs. Oklahoma 
Noon —- Minute Maid Park 

•Men's Track at C-USA Tournament 
All Day — UH Yeoman Field House 

•Women's Track at C-USA Tournament 
All Day — UH Yeoman Field House 

•Swimming at C-USA Tournament 

10 a.m. — UH Rec Center 

Saturday, March 1 

•Women's Basketball vs. East Carolina 
2 p.m. — Sharp Gym 

• Baseball vs. Texas 
7 p.m. — Minute Maid Park 

• Men's Track at C-USA Tournament 
All Day — UH Yeoman Field House 

•Women's Track at C-USA Tournament 
All Day — UH Yeoman Field House 

•Swimming at C-USA Tournament 
10 a.m. — UH Rec Center 

Sunday, March 2 
• Baseball vs. Texas Tech 
2:30 p.m. — Minute Maid Park 

Wednesday, March 5 

• Men's Basketball vs. East Carolina 
7:30 p.m. — Merrell Center 

Friday, March 7 

• Baseball vs. Texas Tech 

2:30 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Saturday, March 8 

•Men's Basketball vs. SMU 
2 p.m. — Merrell Center 

•Baseball vs. Western Carolina 
1 p.m. — Reckling Park 

•Women's Tennis vs. UTPA 
1:30 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Sunday, March 9 

•Baseball vs. Creighton 
1 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Tuesday, March 11 

• Baseball vs. Texas 
6:30 p.m. — Reckling Park 

•Women's Tennis vs. UCF 
10 a.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

• Men's Tennis vs. UCF 
1:30 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
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Men's basketball continues search for win 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

As the men's basketball team's 
season winds down, the same ques-
tion remains: When will the first win 
of 2008 come? Rice's woes contin-
ued Saturday night as they dropped 
their contest against the University 
of Houston 71-62 at Hofheinz Pavil-
ion. The loss is the second for the 
Owls (3-23, 0-13 Conference USA) 
against the Cougars (21-6, 10-3 C-
USA) in the span of a month — UH 
held off Rice to win 69-60 on Jan. 
23 at Reliant Arena. 

Despite the disappointing out-
come, junior guard Rodney Foster 
put forth a shining effort, scoring a 
career-high 22 points and dishing 
out seven assists. UH sophomore 
guard Kelvin Lewis came off the 
bench to post a team high 22 points 
on only 6̂ 9 shooting. 

Rice now travels to Orlando, 
Fla., to take on the University 
of Central Florida on Saturday 
before returning to the Merrell 
Center next week for rematches 
against East Carolina University 
and Southern Methodist Univer-
sity. Against the Golden Knights 
(15-12, 8-5 C-USA), Rice will have 
to contain junior forward J ermaine 
Taylor, who is third in scoring in 
C-USA at a 21.3 points-per-game 

clip. However, the Owls' best 
shot at a win will come in the final 
two home games of the year. The 
Pirates (9-17, 3-10 C-USA) were 
on a five-game losing streak until 
they beat the Mustangs (8-18,2-11 
C-USA) last Wednesday. 

Following their final three 
regular season games, Rice will try 
its luck in the C-USA tournament 
March 12-15 in Memphis, Tenn. 
Unless the Owls win out they will 
be the No. 12 seed and take on the 
No. 5 seed in the opening round. 

East Carolina's losing streak 
pales in comparison to Rice's, 
which now stands at 16 games. 
But for a while last Saturday, it 
looked like the freefall might end, 
as neither team took control for the 
majority of first half. Rice grabbed 
a 22-21 lead on a free throw by 
senior forward Patrick Britton 
with 6:45 to go, but a 14-5 run by 
the Cougars gave UH a 36-26 lead 
going into halftime. 

Houston upped the defensive 
pressure on the Owls and bolted 
out to a 50-34 lead midway through 
the second half, Rice responded 
with a solid 21-9 run lead that was 
helmed by the sharp-shooting 
Foster, who went 6-10 from behind 
the arc on the night. 

"We had to somehow make a 
run," said Foster, "Once we started 

knocking down shots, we got into 
a rhythm and everybody started 
to get good looks." 

Rice trailed just 59-55 with 4:22 
to play in the game, but fitting with 
the season's theme, the could get 
no closer. The Cougars hit three 
straight field goals and stymied 
Rice's attempts in order to secure 
the nine-point win. 

Despite the loss, Rice improved 
upon its previous effort against 
UH this season, considering the 
circumstances. In their first meet-
ing the Owls were at home with 
a healthy senior center Paulius 
Packevicius while Houston's lead-
ing scorer, senior guard Robert 
McKiver, was unable to play due 
to an injured knee. For the second 
meeting, however, Rice was on the 
road without Packevicius — who 
is out with a knee injury of his 
own — while McKiver was back in 
the lineup for Houston. Neverthe-
less, the margin of defeat for both 
games was nine points. 

Houston head coachTom Penders 
said he was impressed by the Owls' 
effort and determination despite be-
ing down most of the game. 

"You expect your local rival to 
give you everything they've got, 
and they played as well as they can 
play," Penders said. "Fortunately, 
we didn't take them lightly." 

RALLY 
From, page 11 

reclaimed the lead in the bottom of 
the eighth, and then shut down the 
Owls in the top of the ninth inning to 
win the game. All of LBSU's runs were 
scored by Espinosa. Senior starter 
Cole St. Clair went four innings with 
three strikeouts and no walks on 
four hits before being relieved by 
senior Chris Kel-
ley and freshman 
Matt Evers. 

Rice's f irst 
victory of the 
season came on 
Sunday w h e n 
they defeated 
the Dirtbags by 
a score of 3-1. 
The Owls' runs 
were scored by 
Seastrunk and 
freshman cen-
ter fielder Chad 
Mozingo in the 
fourth and junior catcher Adam 
Zornes, who crossed the plate 
in the fifth on a sacrifice fly by 
sophomore second baseman Jimmy 
Comerota. 

Junior starting pitcher Matt 
Langwell went into the sixth inning 
with eight strikeouts, and Price and a 
tremendous defensive stop by Hague 
sealed the victory. Rice's pitching 

YOU KNOW? 
The last t ime Rice won 

in the bo t tom of the 

ninth was Feb. 2 3 , 2 0 0 7 , 

when Joe Savery blasted 

a two-out home run to 

beat Florida Atlantic 4-2 

at Reckling Park. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
Is a form of Sex Discrimination 

It is Illegal! 
The Law 

Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination 
prohibited by Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (as amended), by Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, and by the Texas Commission 
on Human Rights Act. 

Sexual Harassment Defined 

Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, and other unwelcome 
verbal or physical behavior of a sexual nature where: 

1. Submission to such conduct is made, either 
explicitly or implicitly, a term or a condition of an 
individual's education or employment; 

2. Submission to or rejection of such conduct by 
an individual is used as the basis for academic or 
employment decisions affecting the individual's 
welfare; or 

3. Such conduct has the purpose or effect of 
substantially interfering with an individual's welfare 
or academic or work performance or creates an 
intimidating, hostile, offensive, or demeaning 
educational or work environment. 

Sexual harassment can occur between any persons 
regardless of sex, sexual orientation, or gender 
identity. In addition, the victim does not necessarily 
have to be the person to whom the unwelcome sexual 
conduct is directed but could be a third party who 
is affected by behavior that substantially interferes 
with that third party's welfare or academic or work 
performance. 

Where To Go For Help 
You may bring informal complaints to the attention of 
any of the following persons, as appropriate: 

College Masters 
Assist. Dean of Student Judicial Prog. 

Department Chairs 
Academic Deans 

Administrative Department Heads 
Director of EEO Programs 

Director of Health Education 
Associate VP of Human Resources 
Director of Multicultural Affairs 

Director of Internat'l Students/Scholars 
Director of Rice Counseling Center 

Officials designated to investigate formal complaints: 

Director of Equal Employment 
Opportunity Programs 

224 Herman Brown Hall 
713-348-4930 

Assistant Dean of Student 
Judicial Programs 

Academic Advising Suite 
Ley Student Center 

713-348-4786 

Sponsored by the Office of EEOPIAA 

throughout the series was solid, with 
several pitchers successfully battling 
their way out of bases-loaded jams. 

"I think that our pitching looked 
really good," Wright said. "Our hit-
ting will come along, it just takes a 
little time, if we get all that going 
[IJ think we'll be a pretty big threat 
this year." 

On opening day at the newly 
renovated Reckling Park, the Owls 
hosted Texas A&M University-Cor-
pus Christi. The Islanders posted 
the first runs on the new score-

board, however, 
going up by two 
in the first. Rice 
quickly tied the 
game in the sec-
ond as Luna dou-
bled and Padron 
crushed a home 
run — the first 
of the season — 
to straight-away 
center to bring 
his teammate 
home. TAMU-
CC came back 
with a run in the 

third to pull ahead, albeit for the last 
time in the game. Gayhar t tripled in 
the fourth inning and crossed the 
plate on a sacrifice by senior right 
fielder Jordan Dodson. 

The Owls scored again in the 
fifth on hits by senior Derek Myers 
and Mozingo in addition to an RBI 
double by Seastrunk to make the 
score 5-3. Rice scored two more 
runs in the seventh inning and four 
in the eighth for insurance, which 
they needed to stop a late-game 
Islander comeback. The Island-
ers were poised to tie the game 
in the ninth inning following a 
three-run home un, but fell short. 
Sophomore Mark Haynes saved 
the game for the Owls in his first 
career outing, and Rice walked 
away from their home opener with 
an 11-7 victory. 

Padron said that after Rice's tough 
offensive drought at LBSU, it was 
nice to finally relax in front of the 
home crowd. 

"1 would give [credit] to LBSUand 
their great arms they had," Padron 
said. "It was a good eye-opener to let 
the team know that in big-time col-
lege baseball. In order to get where 
we need to be, we need to be able to 
hit those kind of pitchers. We kind 
of relaxed a little bit when we came 
back home and that's what turned it 
around for us." 

The next night, the Owls more 
than relaxed — they won in classic 
come-from-behind fashion. The 
Cougarsjumped out to a six-run lead, 
running sophomore starter Mike 
Ojala out of the game after only .2 
innings before Rice could answer 
with a three-run blast by Padron in 
the bottom of the first, his second of 
the season. UH added another run 
in the second inning, and two more 
in the third before the Owls again 
found their swing. 

In the bottom of the third Luna 
doubled to drive in Mozingo, and 
Padron singled to drive in Luna to 
narrow the margin to 9-5. Houston 
scored two more runs in the fourth 
before being shut down by a platoon 
of Rice relievers. 'Hie Owls scored 
four runs in the fifth inning, led by 
Mozingo, Luna, Seastrunk and a 
home run by Zornes, cutting UH's 
lead to 11-9. 

Then, in the bottom of the ninth, 
Mozingo led off with a single and 
advanced to second base on a wild 
pitch. Seastrunk reached on a Cou-
gar outfielder error, and Padron 
fought for a walk to load the bases. 
Zornes promptly singled to drive 
in Seastrunk and Mozingo, setting 
the stage for Comerota, who had 
been relegated to platoon action for 
most of his three previous years. 
Comerota capitalized on the op-
portunity, putting down a squeeze 
bunt to bring in the winning run for 
a 12-11 victory that was not to be 
soon forgotten. 

"It was exactly what we needed 
early in the season," Padron said, 
"luckily for us there's nine innings 
and [we had! a chance to come 
back.. ..It all starts with stopping the 
bleeding and seeing what you can do 
to get back into it." 

i 
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Reality hits hard for men's tennis with loss to No. 5 Texas 
by Casey Michel 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Like urban myths or old wives' 
tales, athletic rankings are often 
based on at least a sliver of reality. The 
24th-ranked men's tennis team got 
a reality check last Sunday against 
No. 5 University of Texas at Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium, falling behind 
early and losing 4-3. The defeat was 
Rice's first against a ranked oppo-
nent and snapped its seven-match 
winning streak, which dated back 
to January. 

The Owls will 
get some extra 
days off to re-
group this week, 
as thei r only 
weekend action 
will be the Pacific 
Coach Doubles 
Championships 
in La Jolla, Ca-
lif., starting to-
day and running 
through Sunday. 
While this tour-
nament will fea-
ture competitive 
matchups, Rice is 
looking beyond 
the brief stop and 
toward its contest with No. 50 San 
Diego State University next Monday 
in San Diego, Calif. Though ranked, 
the Aztecs should provide a brief 
reprieve for the battle-tested Owls, 
who have faced four top 25 teams in 
as many weeks. 

However, Rice travels north 
two days later face to face its third 
top 10 team of the season. The 
Owls will square off with the Uni-
versity of California-Los Angeles 
for the first time in the program's 
history, which may be the toughest 
initial meeting the team has ever 
had — the Bruins are currently sixth 
in the nation and feature four players 
in the top 100, including No. 25 Ma-
thieu Dehaine and No. 28 Holden Se-
guso. Rounding out the Golden State 
road swing, Rice will take on No. 75 
University of California-Irvine, which 
holds a 6-2 all-time advantage over the 

YOU KNOW? 
Rice's best finish in the 
Pacific Coast Doubles 
Championships came 
two years ago when part-
ners Tony Haerle and Rob-
ert Saerle knocked off the 
top-seeded Pepperdine 
duo of Andre Begemann 
and Scott Doerner before 
falling in the finals. 

Owls. Following this grueling trip, 
Rice will finally return to Jake Hess to 
meet No. 16 Florida State University 
at 1:30 p.m. on March 11. 

While all of their upcoming op-
ponents are ranked, none are as 
formidable as Texas, which came 
into Jake Hess last Sunday having 
won eight of its last nine matches, 
including a 4-1 crushing of No. 7 
University of Southern California. 

As if defending their ranking 
was not enough, Texas was looking 
for vengeance following losses to 

Rice the last two 
years. The Owls' 
wins were by no 
means easy for 
theLonghornsto 
swallow — both 
were tight until 
the very end, and 
Rice's 4-3 victory 
last year came on 
Texas' campus. 

Texas' impa-
tience wasted no 
timeemergingas 
the Longhorns 
came bolting out 
of the gate in 
doubles. At No. 
2, senior Filip 
Zivojinovic and 

sophomore partner Chong Wang 
fell behind 3-0 to Luis Diaz Barriga 
and Hubert Chodkiewicz before 
tacking their first point on the board. 
However, the effort was too little, 
too late, and the duo lost 8-4. Junior 
Tobias Scheil and sophomore Bruno 
Rosa fared a bit better, gaining an 
early 3-2 lead before falling prey to 
a 6-1 run by Dimitar Kutrovsky and 
Josh Zavald to seal the doubles point 
in the Longhorns' favor. 

Assistant coach Efe Ustundag 
(Baker '99) said his squad had its 
share of opportunities, but could not 
take advantage of them. 

"We had our chances," Ustundag 
said. 'TTie difference that day was 
when [the longhorns] hadthechanc-
es, they capitalized; when we had the 
chances we didn't, and that's what I 
think makes a good team better." 

Down a point going into singles, 

SHOULDERS 
From page 11 

But instead of folding, the Owls 
turned up the defensive pressure 
and gradually took control of the 
ballgame. Rice held Tulsa score-
less for the first four minutes of the 
second half, but only mustered a 
free throw during the same period. 
However, a three-pointer and basket 
by Watts and back-to-back threes by 
Hudson got the Owls within three 
with 11:55 remaining. 

The lead oscillated between sides 
for the next seven minutes before 
Berezhynska stepped up. Her layup 
and free throw with 5:09 remaining 

gave the Owls a lead they held on 
to for the rest of the game. 

'Hie key to the Owls' comeback 
was their pressure defense. Hie press 
disrupted the Golden Hurricane of-
fense, allowing Wee to hold them to 
20 points in the second half. Williams, 
who had 17 points in the first half, 
scored only four more after that. 

"Our kids had great energy," 
Greg Williams said. "Numerous 
times, it would take them 12 seconds 
just to get the ball over halfcourt, so 
that really cut down the time they 
could run their half court offense." 

Robert D. Stewart DC 

EXAMINATIONS & 
TREATMENT FOR: 

•Neck Pain •Headaches 
•Low Back Pain *Sciatica 

•TMJ Problems 
•Sport Injuries •Scoliosis 

And Much More! 

2274 W. Holcombe Blvd 

Houston Tx. 77030 

C E N T E R 

Phone: 713-66" 6^82 

Fax: " 1 3 667-6790 

Website wvmchirofamilv.net 

the Owls had their work cut out for 
them. And, in an unorthodox move, 
the Longhorns placed their third-
best player, No. 54 Kutrovsky, at 
No. 1 against No. 26 Rosa. However, 
rankings obviously meant little in 
this match — Rosa could not seem 
to catch a break and went down in 
straight sets 6-2,6-2. 

According to Ustundag, this win 
seemed to give the visiting Longhorns 
a newfound sense of confidence. 

"When you're leading 2-0 on the 
road and you're up a couple of sets 
on two other matches, it takes the 
pressure off some of the other guys," 
Ustundag said. "And I think that's 

what happened. [That] scenario 
loosened diem up a little bit. 

Texas parlayed this added confi-
dence into more points, as No. 24 Ed 
Corrie battered No. 92 senior Ralph 
Knupfer 6-1,64, to put the Longhorns 
within one point of the victory. At No. 
4, Zivojinovic was holding his own 
against 88th-ranked Diaz Barriga, 
rebounding from a 4-1 deficit in the 
first set to tie it up at 5-5. However, 
Diaz Barriga regrouped to break 
Zivojinovic and took the game 7-5. And 
although Zivojinovic went up 3-2 in the 
second, Diaz Barriga had no trouble 
surmounting the lead, taking the set 
6-3 to clinch a win for Texas. 

Already in the third set, Wang 
dropped Milan Mihailovic 6-4, 4-6, 
6-3 to finally put the Owls on the 
board. The win was Wang's sixth 
straight of the season, a fact made 
all the more impressive considering 
he started 0-3. 

With the final outcome wrapped 
up, the two remaining matches went 
into a super tiebreaker. Junior Chris-
toph Mtiller, ranked 55th, split the first 
two sets with No. 18 Kellen Damico at 
No. 3 and took the super tiebreaker 
10-6. Lastly, at No. 6, sophomore 
Dennis Polyakov rebounded from a 
second-set loss and held on for a 10-8 
win of his own. 
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DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

Senior Ralph Knupfer smashes a serve over junior partner Christoph Muller in Rice's loss to Texas last Sunday at Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium. The 5th-ranked Longhorns beat the Owls for the first time in three years. 

APPLY TO BE A 

C O U N S E L O R ! 
: 

" The Roe Center is seeking 
e-age counselors to kelp 

Sir annual sinner sports 
am for okildrei ages M l . 

IT MAKES k GREAT SIMMER JRI, 
MB 111 RET TIE WEEK RF JULY 4 IFF! 

For more information and to apply, 
check out our Website at: 

www.rioe.odn/syap 
BEMLINE TO k f f V k MARCH I I , 2008 

http://www.rioe.odn/syap
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MEN S TENNIS 

XAS 4 RICE 3 
24 ,2008 Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Feb. 21-27 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29,2008 

Doubles 
1. Knupfer/Miller (RU) d. Damico/Corrie (UT) 3-4 
unfinished 
2. Chodkiewicz/Barriga (UT) d. Wang/Zivojinovlc 
(RU) 8-4 

3. Zavala/Kutrovsky (UT) d. Rosa/Schell (RU) 8-4 

Single* 

1. Kutrovsky (UT) d. Rosa (RU) 6-2, 6-2 
2. Miller (RU) d. Damico (UT) 7-6 (9-7), 3-6, 1-0 
(10-6) 
3. Corrie (UT) d. Knupfer (RU) 6-1, 6-4 
4. Barriga (UT) d. Zivojinovic (RU) 7-5, 6-3 
5. Wang (RU) d. Mihailovic (UT) 6-4, 4-6, 6-3 
6. Polyakov (RU) d. Zavala (UT) 7-6 (7-3), 2-6, 1-0 
(10-8) 

2x3 
CMGI 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

R1C* 4 TAMU-CC 0 
hub. 23, 2008 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
Double* 
1. Chao/Karas (RU) d. Cirlc/Abeaboeru (TAMUCC) 
8-5 
2. Lee/Lin (RU) d. Iriarte/Dyckman (TAMUCC) 65 , 
unfinished 
3. Braid/Shlva-Shankar (RU) d. Harless/Valarezo 
(TAMUCC) 8-5 

Singles 
1. Chao (RU) d. Ciric (TAMUCC) 6-3, 6 0 
2. Karas (RU) d. Abeaboeru (TAMUCC) 6-2, 6-1 
3. Lee (RU) d. Iriarte (TAMUCC) 3-6, 2-2, unfinished 
4. Lin (RU) d. Dyckman (TAMUCC) 6-2, 6-2 
5. Braid (RU) d. Valarezo (TAMUCC) 6-0, 4-4, 
unfinished 
6. Shiva-Shankar (RU) d. Harless (TAMUCC) 6-3,6-4, 
unfinished 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

Assists — Rice 17 (Foster 7, Beasley B. 3, Braimoh 
2, Szalay 2); UH 13 (Nixon 3, Dowell 2. McKlver 2, 
Malone 2, Williams 2, Cousin 2). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 87 TULSA 49 
Feb. 23, 2008 — Tulsa, Okla. 

Rice 
Tulsa 

22 35 — 57 
29 20 — 49 

Rice (10-17,4-10 C-USA) 
Berezhynska 5-12,4-815, Mayse 2-7,6-612, Hudson 
3 4, 2-2 10, Watts 3-5, 0 0 7, Loggins 2-4, 0-0 5, 
Riverin 0-4, 4-4 4. 
Totals: 15-46,19-24 57. 

Tulsa (10-16, 6-7 C-USA) 

Williams 9-15,3-4 21, Jackson 5-8, OO 11, Johnson 
3-7,0-2 6, Vaughan 2-10, OO 5, Gardner 2-5, OO 4. 
Total*: 22-57, 3-6 49. 

Three-point goals — Rice 6-13 (Mayse 2-3, Hudson 2-2, 
Berezhynska 1-2, Watts 1-2); Tulsa 2-15 (Vaughan 1-7, 
Jackson 1-3). 

Rebounds — Rice 37 (Berezhynska 15, Loggins 7, 
Riverin 4, Mayse 2, Hudson 2); Tulsa 34 (Williams 9, 
Vaughan 7, Beer 5, Johnson 4, Brooks 4). 

Assists — Rice 8 (Riverin 3, Carmon 2, Carter 1, 
Hudson 1, Loggins 1): Tulsa 7 (Johnson 2, Beer 2). 

These boxscores brought to you by: Happy B-Day, 
L-Dubs (my fave Jewish vegetarian, says Nat) & Nancy 
(says Casey)! 
Mississippi - "Literacy ain't everything. 
El Paso - "I done wet my britches!" 
Chris Berman's deux-deux-deux's 
I causcused for Matt Youn. 

RICE 62 HOUSTON 71 
Feb. 23, 2008 — Hofheinz Pavilion 

Rice 
UH 

26 36 — 62 
36 35 — 71 

Women's tennis heats up 
before trip to California 

Rice (3-23, 0-13 C-USA) 
Foster 8-22, 0-0 22, Britton 4-12, 2-4 10, Ghoram 
4-6, 0-0 9, Perka 4-10, 0-0 9. Braimoh 1-1, 4 4 6, 
Beasley B. 1-2, 0-0 3. 
Totals: 23-57, 7-10 62. 

UH (20-6, 9-3 C-USA) 
Lewis 6-9, 6-6 22. McKiver 6-6, OO 18, Williams 5-5, 
1-4 11, Cousin 2-4, 3-3 7, Dowell 2-9, 0-0 6. 
Totals: 24-54,10-13 71. 

Three-point goals — Rice 9-27 (Foster 6-10, Beasley 
B. 1-2, Ghoram 1-3, Perka 1-5); UH 13-31 (McKiver 
6-10, Lewis 4-6, Dowell 2-7, Malone 1-4). 

Rebounds — Rice 33 (Braimoh 6, Britton 4, Perka 
5, Beasley B. 3, Beasley F? 3, Szalay 3); UH 36 
(Dowell 9, Williams 7, Cousin 6, Toney 4, McKiver 
3, Lewis 3). 

by Rhodes Coffey 
THRESHERSTAFF 

With the weather heating up 
as Spring Break approaches, the 
women's tennis team has been on 
fire. The Owls steamrolled both 
Sam Houston State University and 
Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi by scores of 6-1 and 4-0, 
respectively, in one-sided home 
victories last week. With the wins, 
Rice boosted its record to 9-4 
for the year and 7-1 at Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium. 

Announc ing the 

Jameson Fellowship 
For 

American Decorative Arts 
2008-2009 

R i c e undergraduates and graduate students interested in art history, history, or museum studies are 

invited to apply for the Jameson Fellowship in American Decorat ive Arts and Painting. The Jameson 

Fellow will spend the 2008-2009 academic year as an intern at the Bayou Bend Collection of the 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Bayou Bend, located in the River Oaks section of Houston, is regarded 

as the best house museum west of the Mississippi, and contains an outstanding array of American 

painting, sculpture, and decorative arts f rom the colonial period through the 19th century. 

T l i e Jameson fel low will enroll each semester for a three-credit, history of ail course ( H A R T 400 and 

401). The fel low will spend approximately eight hours per week at the Bayou Bend. During the Fall 

term, the intern will concentrate on a project adapted to his or her schedule and interests, and the needs of 

Bayou Bend. In the spring semester, the Jameson fellow will spend time in a training course taught at 

Bayou Bend by the education director and curators of the collection. During both semesters, the fe l low 

will be asked to assist with research, exhibitions, public relations, or other aspects of the museum 

operations. 

T h e stipend for 2008-2009 will be $10,000. Additional funds (up to $1,000) are reserved for a research 

trip during the time of the fellowship. 

(Qua l i f i ca t i ons include an excellent 

academic record and an interest in American 

art and culture of the 17th through 19th 

centuries. 

Applications should consist of the following: 
• A brief (2-3 page) typewritten statement 

expressing the student's willingness to 
undertake the internship in 200H-2009, 
stating how the Fellowship would enhance 
your other studies at Rice. plans for graduate 
school, career goals, or general interest in 
the decorative arts. 

• Academic transcripts, (official or unofficial) 
• One letter of support from a Rice faculty 

member. 

./Applications should be sent to the Jameson Fellowship Committee at the Department of Art History (Herring Hall 103, 

MS-21) no later than Friday, March 21, 2008. Questions may be directed to Lucinda Cannady (Luc inda.o.cannady <a rice.cdu 
or 713-348-4276) 

In preparation for applying, it is recommended that students acquaint themselves with Bayou Bend either by visiting (call 713 
639-7750 for details) or looking at the catalogue of the collection by David Warren. Michael Brown, Emily Ballew Neff, and 
Elizabeth Ann Coleman. American Decorative Arts and Paintings in the Bayou Bend Collection (Houston and Princeton, 
1998). This catalogue is available in major bookstores in Houston, including the one in the Museum of Fine Arts, and is found 
at Rice in The Brown Fine Arts Library (call number NK805.A675 l(>98, library use only) 

The Owls now get to travel to 
California for the break, taking on 
No. 69 California State University-
Northridge University on Monday. 
The Matadors have yet to lose 
a match this year and have now 
won five in a row. After this brief 
road trip, the Owls return home on 
March 8 to face another local foe, 
University ofTexas-Pan American. 
Rounding out the break. Rice wel-
comes the University of Central 
Florida, their first Conference USA 
opponent of the year. The Golden 
Knights have only managed to go 
4-4 so far this season, but they have 
yet to play a team from outside 
Florida. 

The Owls got well-acquainted 
with schools within their own state 
last weekend and did not take long in 
dismantling the Bearkats last Friday. 
In doubles play, senior Tiffany I,ee 
and sophomore Rebecca Lin had no 
problem rocking their opponents 
8-1 to give Rice the early advantage. 
Junior Emily Braid and freshman 
Varsha Shiva-Shankar then notched 
a quick 8-2 victory over Eleonora 
Kurur nd Patricia Manzur to put 
the Ow.a up 1-0. 

Quick out of the gate in singles, 
Shiva-Shankar, Lin and junior 
Dominique Karas clinched the 
dual-match victory in straight-set 
wins. Lin worked herself out of a 
recent singles slump by command-
ing her way to a 6-2, 6-1 blowout. 
Similarly, Shiva-Shankar dropped 
her opponent by a 6-1, 6-2 score. 
At No. 3, Karas did not leave any 
slack, claiming a 6-3, 6-2 clinching 
win for the ()wls. Adding to the day's 
success, Lee and Braid grinded out 
victories in closer matches. 

Sophomore Julie Chao had a 
rough outing against Irina Sotnikova. 
After taking the first set, Chao lost 
momentum and fell 6-2, 3-6, 3-6. 
Despite the one blemish, the Owls 
finished the day nearly perfect with 
a 6-1 tally on the scoreboard. 

"Going into these matches against 
I lower ranked teams] is definitely 
dif ferent because they are going after 
you," Shiva-Shankar said. "There is 
that element that you cannot give up 
anything because you must not let 
them get any advantage." 

Saturday, Rice took on TAMU-
CC.'Hie ()wls proved to be too much 
for the depth-lacking Islanders and 
quickly reached the mercy-rule 
threshold. For the sixth match in 
a row, Rice won the doubles point. 
Chao and Karas led the way with an 
8-5 win over Nina Ciric and Carmen 
Abeaboeru, and Braid and Shiva-
Shankar downed Megan Harless 
and Alexandra Valarezo by the 
same score. 

Fighting back from Friday's loss, 
Chao held tough throughout her 
singles match and pulled away from 
Ciric with a 6-3, 6-0 win. Likewise, 
Karas was firing on all pistons and 
bulldozed her opponent 6-2, 6-1 at 
No. 2. Lin completed the overall vic-
tory with a 6-2,6-2 triumph. With the 
Owls up 4-0, the match was called 
so that both teams could get some 
needed rest. 

"Picking up seven consecutive 
doubles points is exciting," head 
coach Roger White said. "Our team 
understands that if we play good 
tennis, we are in the ballpark to beat 
these good teams." 
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Shameless Plug 

Heard of the Blue Scholars? 
No -> (www.bluescholars.com) 
Yes -> Want them to come to Rice? 
Yes -> You can make it hap-
pen. Go to www.bluescholars. 
com/news and click the big 
blue box, then vote for Rice. 
T h e top 5 universi t ies win a 
conce r t by the Blue Schol-
ars. How sweet would that 
be? T h e r e ' s also a Facebook 
g roup ("bring Blue Scholars 
to Rice") to which you can 
invite all of your fr iends! 
Sweetness . 

MacShanigan's Day! 

0 snaps. It's spring break. 
And it's Leap Day. Little 
known fact: When I>eap Day 
falls on a Friday, it's known a 
MacShanigan 's Day, the an-
cient prelude to Saint Patr ick 's 
Day. Jealous of their neigh-
bors to the west, the Scots 
decided to create a drink-
ing holiday even more epic 
than March 17. T h e result: 
MacShanigan 's Day. It turned 
out to be so epic that the Scots 
could hold the holiday only 
once every few years. 

Controlled explosion of flavor/fun 

Slow Burn , the 
s looooooooowwwww form 
improv comedy g r o u p spinoff 
of Spon taneous Combus t ion , 
is hos t ing thei r second show 
tonight . They didn ' t m a n a g e 
to blow up Lovett last t ime, 
but maybe round two will be 
m o r e success fu l . T h e show 
is 9:30-10:40 p.m. in the 
Lovett U n d e r g r o u n d s . 

SUNDAY __ 
; 

It's Sunday! 

Tomorrow, contrary to popular 
belief, is not a school day. Wait, 
what? That 's right. NOT a 
school day. (Gp vote for Blue 
Scholars.) Ancf it's Tim's birth-
day. What up. 

MONDAY 

O Snap, Yo 

First non-school day of Spring 
Break. Wooooo! Happy Birth-
day, SPrice. 

MONDAY 
— 

Whack that, get on the floor, 
whack that, give m e some 
more , whack that , till you get 
sore, whack that , 0O0000O0 
WHACK-A-WILLY WEEK 
STARTS NOW. SO (ACK 
SOMETHING, KIDDIES. 
Also s ta r t ing today: scaven-
ge r hunt . It's revamped and 
supa f r e sh . Tha t m e a n s t e a m s 
of five that had to REGISTER 
BY FEB. 29. Or you ' re not 
going to be doing it. Get your 
first raging clue at 8 a.m. 
today (Hint: Get p ic tures of 
Gao be fo rehand for an ext ra 
edge . Post t hem on Facebook, 
' cause that 'd be cool). 

Boo by boowest 

Alas, school. Perhaps Thresh-
er-RTV5 Pub Night can help 
take the edge off... (Happy 
birthday, SLoh.) 

RSVP for RSVP 

Register online on the RSVP 
Web site for their Spring Out-
reach Day. Gonna be wicked 
sick. 

Party like a Newspaper-er 

Thresher-RTV5 Pub r i g h t is 
going down. It'll be like Whurs-
day, except without the work. 
It's the best of both worlds. See 
you there? 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. in 
Pub. (dull.) 

TUESDAY m 

Beer in hand 

These are your traditional BEER 
DEBATES. If you don't recall 
last year's (or weren't here), 
things happened that even we 
couldn't print. Even on the 
Backpage! That = awesome. 
Batting order for this year (in 
no particular order): Prof. Phil 
Bedient, Prof. John Hutchinson, 
and Prof. TBI). It's going down 
in the Pub (of Willy) from 9:30 
p.m to whenevs. A chance to re-
ally get to know your professors 
(or someone else's). 

WEDNESDAY 

SERVERIES ON STRIKE! (not) 

But they are closed for din-
ner. Instead, go to one Willy's 
Birthday Picnic in the academ-
ic quad at 5:30 post meridiem. 
Come admire Willy and see 
how well he's aged. 

THURSDAY 

A multicultural extravaganza 
the likes of which you may have 
seen last year 

In ternat ional Beer Night 
is an event that n e e d s no 
explanat ion. Mostly, that is 
b e c a u s e I can ' t find one. But 
it 's self-explanatory, so I'm 
off t h e hook. It is, again, in 
Willy's Pub at 10 p.m. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: sgm@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 
Go vote for the Blue Scholars to 
come to Rice at www.bluescholars. 
com/news. They rock. You can 
check them out on youtube. Or 
talk to me and I'll play them for 
you. Or we can just chill... 

n) 'q r'l i'i (TE? ';T))RV; ^TjVii m ' 
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Blue Scholars 
www.bluescholars.com/news. 

IE U oJ.Pio 

A Little Business Sense 
Can Help^bu Make More 

Dollars And Cents. 

SUMMER 
BUSINESS INSTITUTE 

A Business 
Certificate Program For 
Non-Business Majors 

Location: Southern Methodist 
University Cox School of Business 

June 1-27, 2008 

Save $500-App ly by March 31 ,2008 

www.exed.cox.smu.edu/college 
or 214.768.2918 

Enhance your business savvy. Get the 

competi t ive edge. Learn practical business 

skills. In shor t , acquire a head for 

business in a f u n b u t i n t ense p rogram. 

Learn t h e basics in key areas such 

as Accounting, Finance, Market ing, and 

Opera t ions M a n a g e m e n t . Become 

more marketable in just one m o n t h wi th 

this cert if icate p rogram offered to 

juniors, seniors, a n d recent g radua tes . 

Enroll in t h e S M U C o x S u m m e r 

Business Institute and give your education 

an exclamation point . 

S M U ® f C O X 
S C H O O L O F B U S I N E S S 

SMU will no? discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age. disability, or 
veteran status. SMU's commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the oasis of sexual orientation. 

UFC March FirsL.no cover 
March Madness/ bracket challange begins 

Way Wii at the Village location with Tournaments 
Wed nights 

$0.40 traditional wings Tuesday 

$1.00 tenders Wednesday. 
Logo beer glass night/discount refills 

$0.50 boneless tenders Thursday 

Rice Village: 
O C O C W I I • 

Z I 9 M 9 luce o l V C l 

713-521-1IOO 

XVI id town: 
510 Gray St 
713-650-0002 

http://www.bluescholars.com
http://www.bluescholars
mailto:sgm@rice.edu
http://www.bluescholars
http://www.bluescholars.com/news
http://www.exed.cox.smu.edu/college
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-tax increase passes 
We have your blanket-tax monies and we will spend it on drugs 
They fell for it, they fell for it, I 
can't believe they fell for it! 
Suckers! Suckers! Suckers! 
Yay money! Yay money! Money 
money money! 
Yay drugs! Drugs and booze! 
Waste away their $7 on booze 
and drugs. Suckahs! 
I still cannot believe it! Haha. 
Hahahaha. 
Haha. 
They fell for it, oh man they 
swallowed it all, hook, line and 
sinker. 
Step 1: Ask for b lanket tax 

increase. 
Step 2: Get blanket tax monies. 
Step 3: We're off to Rio! ... 

Or just drugs! 
Do you think newsprint makes 
good rolling papers? 

Seed money for Stephen ' 
Hai l and Oates coverband 

ThreshPAC donations 

r * ' s , e g e . w ; 

As this graph illustrates, approxamately 
90 percent of the blanket-tax increase 
wil l be spent on drugs. 

Beer-Bike themes that 
just never made it 

For the past 2 years, the Backpage has featured an annual list of rec-
ommended Beer-Bike themes that should have made it but never did. 
Secretly we hoped that colleges would eventually accept them. But 
they don't because they are dumb and smell bad. So for your viewing 
pleasure, here are some past years and new ones for this year. 
Yay Beer-Bike. Boo boring themes. 

As promised in last 
week's Backpage, 
here is a picture of 
EIC Stephen Whitfield 
as a Jive Turkey 
The Backpage is satire and is writ ten by 
Evan Mintz 

2006 

10. Super sob r ie t y fun t i m e : Let 's 

have a sock hop in t he church 

basement ! 

9. Sh iner is real ly good . 

8. What w o u l d Lama brew? 

7. Dr. S t rangedrunk : Or How I Learned 

To Stop Wor ry i ng And Love The 

Beer Bong 

6. Rumadon 

5. Beermi tzvah: Ci rcumcise your 

sobr ie ty 

4. Beerassic Park: 65 M i l l i o n Beers 

ago 

3. Bakedwood Church: Your Drunkest 

Life Now, by Bow l Osteen 

2. What w o u l d Jesus Brew? 

1. Abeer t i on : Rice for M i l le r High Life 

2007 

10. M h a i r Dekmez ian Bike: At least he 

won th i s e lec t ion 

9. Drunk to t he Future: 1.21 Jiggakegs 

8. BeP rassic Park: 65 Mi l l ion Beers Ago 

7. Dr. S j a n g e d r u n k : Or How I Learned 

to S top Wor r y i ng and Love the Beer 

Bong 

6. Beerosh ima and NagaSake: Get 

B o m b e d 

5. The Cuban M o j i t o Crisis 

4. Rice Booze: Rice BAC remains less 

t han peer i ns t i t u t i ons 

3. BeerM i t zvah : C i rcumcise Your 

Sobr ie ty 

2. Abee r t i on : Rice for M i l l e r High-L i fe 

1. What Wou ld Jesus Brew?: The Res-

u r rec t ion 

2 0 0 8 

10. Brew Or leans: George W. Busch 

doesn ' t care abou t dark beers 

9. Boob ies Bike 

8. Backpage Bike: On ly a few peop le 

w i l l en joy it and the rest w i l l j us t 

get angry for va r ious reasons. 

7. BURN DOWN RICE 

6. Ron Paul Bike: Put Rice on the 

Go ldsch lager S tandard 

5. Mike Drunkabee : Dr ink m o o n s h i n e 

out of a j u g w i t h XXX on it 

4. Sid 40s Bike: [Racist tagl ine goes here] 

3. Leebron Bike: B lu r red Vis ion for t he 

Second Century 

2. Jagerbombs over Baghdad 

1. Beerack Obama: Yes We Can Get 

Drunk 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 
EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. www. 
AdCarClub.com. 

10- Ulilly'/ Waffle/ ! 

Tu.uUy, W11 - Beer Debate/ 

U/Ut^uCuf, W12 - Beet Bike Trivia 

Mmu6u>, 11 - i n t e r n a t i o n a l B e e r R i g h t 

H m U I k - P h i l * ' F r i d a y ( 4 p m 7 p m ) 

HUMANISM is a life-philosophy based 
on concern for fellow human beings, 
but without supernatural beliefs. Learn 
more about our many events promoting 
reason, science, ethics, and fellowship. 
HumanistsOfHnuston.org. 

HUNGRVS CAFE & Bistro in Rice Vil-
lage is now hiring DELIVERY DRIVERS 
& WATTSTAFF. Excellent Tips! Flexible 
Schedule! Ph. 713-523-8652 Email: info@ 
hungryscafe.com. 

INTERNS WANTED for Rice alum 
owned IT consulting firm. We are min-
utes from campus and within walking 
distance of the light rail. Telecommut-
ing also considered. If you're excited 
to work with the latest technology and 
have a working knowledge of software 
development we'd like to speak with 
you. Please send inquiries to resumes® 
smbology.com. 

DO YOU CURRENTLY play World of 
Warcraft or other MMORPGs and use 
voice chat for an on-campus study? We 
are seeking participants in a linguistics 
research project regarding speech in the 
virtual world. We are offering compensa-
tion of $10/hr for allowing us to record 
conversational use of voice chat in online 
games. Please contact usat dcrWrice.edu 
for more details. 

COMPANYIN THE Rice Village looking 
for administrative help. $ 18/hr. ()wned by 
Ricegrads. Need a minimum of 15hrs per 
week. Wide variety oforganizational proj-
ects. Walk to work. Extremely flexible and 
fun environment. Call 713-529-3300. 

PART TIME PET sitter needed for 
growing business. Applicants must pass 
background check & supply references. 
Contact Alexis at alexis@cubbiesbone. com 
or 832-338-8307 for more info, www.cub-
biesbone.com. 

LOOKING FOR students interested in 
working in the Rice University Athletic 
DeparUnent for the Spring Semester 
and beyond either in Sports Medicine 
or Athletic Equipment. Scholarships 
available ASAP Contact Richie Valdes at 
rvaldes@rice.edu for information. 

LAW OFFICE NEAR campus needs 
part-time help for summer and beyond; 
typing, filing, research, errands, general 
clerical. Fax 713-721-3112. 

WANTED: IJNDERC iRADl IATK student 
to tutor two middle school students. 
English, Math, and Science. Located 
at 4020 Swarthmore. 2 evenings each 
week (7-9 PM). Fees negotiable. Con-
tact Michael 71^665-5038 (H) 832-325-

6504 (W). Please send your resume to 
michael.a.altman@uth.tmc.edu. 

HOUSING 
<p 

CON DO FOR SALE! 7575Kirby. Beauti-
ful 1/1. Great location close to campus. 
Hardwoods in kitchen/living rooms, 
appliances included, lots of amenities. 
$163,500. Available immediately. Please 
call 832-274-8547. 

2BD/2BAFURNISHEDcondoforlease-
9 month lease only-2008/09 school year. 
Next door to Rice Campus. $1400/tno, 
all utitlites pd. No pets or smoking. Call 
713-521-0141. 

UPPER KIRBY. 2 bedroom, one bath 
apt. Small building at 2301 Norfolk. 
Hardwood floors, central air and heat, 
on-site laundry, limited access gates at 
building. No Dogs Please. $750 with 
one-year lease and deposit. Available 
now. Andover 713-524-3344. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content 
of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:rvaldes@rice.edu
mailto:michael.a.altman@uth.tmc.edu

