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Brown College junior Matt Youn, Martel College junior Zach Marshall, Martel senior Mithun Mansinghani and Lovett College junior Sarah Baker engage in a debate hosted by the Thresher and RTV5 Monday. 

Several candidates ruled ineligible to run, complaints filed Presidential candidates speak at the Thresher//?7Y5 debate 
by Dale Swartz 

THRESHER STAFF 

For a student body used to Student Association 
election seasons where the most exciting events 
;ire multi-colored signs, this year's tumultuous-
ness has been exciting for campus politicos, if 
out of the ordinary. 

So far, campus has seen two candidates — 
presidential candidate SA Parliamentarian Chris-
topher Warrington and SA secretary candidate 
\MZ Pimentel — declared ineligible for office. 
While they were removed from the ballot, three 
others—co-candidates for SA President Mithun 
Mansinghani and Zach Marshall, and candidate 
for RTV5 station manager Will Fischer — were 
placed on the ballot at the last minute. 'Ibis elec-
tion season has also been marked by complaints 
of violations of campaign rules. 

Candidate Eligibility 
Two weeks ago, the SA elections commit-

tee decided that Martel College senior Mithun 

Mansinghani and junior Zach Marshall were not 
eligible to appear on the elections ballot as co-
candidates for SA President because they turned 
in their petition one day past the deadline. This 
decision would not have prevented them from 
running as write-in candidates. 

Mansinghani and Marshall first appealed the 
decision at the Feb. 11 SA meeting, where the SA 
decided notto overturn thecommittee sdecision. 
The duo followed up on their appeal, forcing an 
unplanned SAmeetingbeforethe TJiresher-RTV5 
SA presidential debates. At th i s meeting the full SA 
Senate overruled its previous decision in a sh;u-ply 
divided vote, allowing Mansinghani and Marshall 
to participate in the televised presidential debate 
and to be placed on the ballot. 

This addition to the election came immediately 
afterSA Parliamentarian Christopher Warrington 
withdrew from the race in a surprising develop-
ment, with Mansinghani and Marshall taking his 
place at the debate table. 

Warrington, a Jones College junior, was 
see ELIGIBILITY, page 7 

by Lily Chun 
THRESH KR EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Student Association presidential 
candidates gathered together Monday to 
participate in a debate hosted by RTV5 and 
the Rice Thresher. 

The contenders included SA External Vice 
President Sarah Baker, SA Internal Vice Presi-
dent Matt Youn and co-running mates Martel 
College juniors Mithun Mansinghani and Zach 
Marshall. Thresher Editor in Chief Stephen 
Whitfield and Thresher Executive Editor Evan 
Mintz moderated the debate. 

Mansinghani and Marshall's presidential 
bid was initially rejected by the SA Elections 
Committee because it was late, but the candi-
dates were put on the presidential ballot after 
the SA overturned its previous vote. Parlia-
mentarian Chris Warrington was also in the 
running but dropped out of the election after 
he was ruled ineligible. 

The debate started with the candidates 

introducing themselves. Baker, a I^ovett Col-
lege junior, said she has been involved in the 
SA since her first day at Rice as a New Student 
Representative. She said she has been involved 
in programs such as the Families Weekend 
and Homecoming. 

"I've been in the SA for a while so I know 
what works and what doesn't," Baker said. 

She said she has also been involved 
in the Student Admission Council, Rice 
Program Council and College Assistance 
Peer Program. 

Baker said she thinks it is the SA's job *jj 
enhance student life. She wants to make sure 
the SA is not dominated by a few voices or 
colleges and is accessible to everyone. 

Youn, a Brown College junior, was next to 
introduce himself. He said he was involved 
with issues such as keeping spring recess 
in the academic calendar and making online 
course evaluations public. 

Youn also noted that many of these 
see DEBATE, page 10 

Rondelet returns with cheaper tickets 
by Rachel Carlson 

THRESHER STAFF 

Rice s tudents who missed 
Esperanza have another chance 
to don their suits and cocktail 
dresses during this year's rein-
stated Rondelet. 

The campus-wide spring formal 
is scheduled to take place March 
28 at Trevisio's restaurant in 
the Texas Medical Center. After 
Rondelet was suspended last 
year due to low student interest 
and financial worries, the Rice 
Program Council hopes to bol-
ster attendance this year with a 
new theme, which has yet to be 
determined, cheaper tickets and 
a more convenient venue. 

RPC decided to bring back Ron-
delet because of the popularity of 
Esperanza last semester. RPC For-
mals co-chair Ekta Kakkarsaid 550 
students attended the fall formal. 
Though Kakkar, a Baker College 

sophomore, anticipates a turnout 
of only 350 students to Rondelet, 
she said higher attendance at the 
fall dance is typical, based on previ-
ous years. 

RONDELET 2008 
• Date: Friday, March 2 8 

• T ime: 1 0 p.m.-2 a .m. 

• Place: Trevisio's restaurant 

• Price: $ 1 0 

• Theme: TBA 

Rondelet tickets will be sold for 
$10 starting March 24. RPC For-
mals co-chair Michelle Kerkstra, a 
Will Rice College sophomore, said 
ticket prices were reduced from $20 
to generate more attendance. 

BiA more than just ticket price 

has changed for this year's Ronde-
let. Though formal dance themes 
are traditionally vague, RPC is 
trying to attract students to the 
dance with a distinctive theme that 
encourages creative attire. 

"We were comparing Rondelet 
to Archi-Ar ts, where everyone gets 
really into their costumes," Kakkar 
said. "We think that more people 
will attend if they can get involved 
with the theme." 

RPC is currently considering 
a masquerade or a water-related 
theme since the venue is filled 
with decorative indoor waterfalls. 
Kerkstra said a masquerade is a 
more likely choice, as Esperanza 
in 2006 was at the Downtown 
Aquarium, and RPC wants to avoid 
duplicating past themes. 

Lovett College freshman Mar-
garet Diddams said she thinks 
the changes to Rondelet will be 
effective. 

see RONDELET, page 7 

Vision Weekend attendance 
reaches record high 

by Stephanie Jennings 
THRESHER STAFF 

Approximately 155 prospective 
students attended Vision Weekend, 
a recruitment weekend for under-
represented minorities hosted by the 
()ffice of Admissions this past Sunday 
through Tuesday. 

Many of the students who were 
invited were either accepted under 
I^arly Decision and have committed to 
Rice or have a strong likelihood ofbeing 
accepted under Regular Decision. 

Student Admissions Council Mi-
nority Interests Committee co-chair 
Jessica Fowler said the number of 
prospective students who attended 
this year is at an all-time high. 

Fowler, a Hanszen College junior, 
said Vision Weekend had the high-
est attendance in its 13-year history. 
She said this showed that President 
David Leebron's Vision for the Sec-

ond Century, which aims to increase 
undergraduate student enrollment to 
3,800, was effective. 

Fowler said no major problems 
were encountered. 

"There are always those little nu-
ances that are easily fixed, such as not 
being able to get in touch with hosts, 
hosts canceling at the last minute, 
prospective students getting lost in 
the airport or missing airport shuttles," 
Fowler said. "Expected things like that 
usually happen, but we get those fixed 
as soon as possible." 

One change to this year's Vision 
Weekend included a mixer for the pro-
spective students to get to know each 
other and their hosts which included 
Nintendo Wii, Xbox and board games 
on Sunday afternoon. 

"One of the complaints from past 
prospective students was that they 
didn't get a chance to meet other 

see VISION, page 6 

INSIDE 

Vote! 
Student Association elections start today. 

With all the drama in this year's elections, 
you w;int to make sure you cast your votes for 
the right candidates. So go to sa.rice.edu and 
make your voice heard before voting closes 
on Wednesday. 

Lunar New Year Show 
A group of Asian culture clubs on campus 

will host a Uinar New Year show tomorrow at 
7:00 p.m. in the Grand Hall of the RMC. Dinner, 
which costs $2, will start at 6:00 p.m. Come to 
enjoy Asian cultural performances! 

John McCain visits Rice 
Senator John McCain,w, a candidate for 

the Republican nomination for president of the 
United States, will speak at the James A. Bilker 
III Institute for Public Policy Thursday, Feb. 28 
at 8:30 a.m. Further information will be posted 
on rice.edu. 

OPINION Page 2 

A&E Page 13 
Battle of the Bands 2008 

SPORTS Page 15 
Women's tennis falls to UT 

"I know Matt Youn is like a cult at Brown, but 
candidates need to exercise more restraint with the 
use of their names." 
— SA Director of Elections Andrew Bowen on Brown 
College's Youn-themed pub night. See story, page 1. 

Scoreboard 

Men's Basketball 
Tulsa 68, Rice 37 
Women's Tennis 
Rice 6. Northwestern State 1 
Men's Tennis 
Rice 4, William & Mary 3 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Rainy. 48-68 degrees 
Saturday 
Pt Sunny, 50-68 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny, 50-76 degrees 
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the Rice Thresher 
SA flip-flops 

Popular aphorisms tell us that consistency is the hobgoblin of little 
minds. They also tell us that the rules were meant to be broken. Fui 
the Student Association should not be run by pithy sayings. Like all 
governments, the SA should be managed based on strict adherence to 
laws and precedent. Unfortunately, on Monday the SA projected the 
image of an organization with no set sense of ideals or consistency, 
overturning its own decision from the previous week without any 
changes in arguments or circumstances. 

At that meeting, the SA overturned a decision by the election 
committee — a decision which was nearly unanimously upheld at the 
previous week's meeting—to not allow Martel College senior Mithun 
Mansinghani and Martel junior Zach Marshall on the ballot for SApresi-
dent because they did not turn in the proper forms on time (see story, 
page 1). Students mock the SA enough already, but this flip-flop on a 
simple matter of enforcing deadlines is the biggest joke so far. Over the 
course of a week no circumstances within the SAchanged, Mansinghani 
and Marshall did not demonstrate a strong write-in campaign, nor did 
the election committee come to a new insight. But the SA changed its 
vote on the matter for apparently no reason except the whims of sena-
tors and college presidents. If students cannot rely on the SA to follow 
its own simple deadline rules, what can they expect? 

We have no problem with Mansinghani and Marshall's campaign 
for president. However, given constant circumstances, we expect 
the SA to come to constant conclusions. This act of whimsy further 
illustrates the problems brought to light by the renewable energy 
blanket tax proposal: Senators and presidents either do not care 
about their duties or simply do not understand them. 

We hope that the newly elected senators and presidents will take 
the SA's own rules seriously. 

Rondelet on course to class 
We are very glad to see the return of Rondelet after a year off, but 

what really makes us want to dress up for this (usually) annual formal 
is the reduced ticket cost of $10 (see story, page 1). With a price on 
par with Wiess College's Night of Decadence or Archi-Arts, the Rice 
Program Council fixed one of students' main complaints — after all, it 
was not so long ago when tickets for a couple were $50. 

The decision to hold the formal at Trevisio's Restaurant in the Texas 
Medical Center seems to fulfill the dual charge of finding a venue that 
is both close-by and classy. Pictures from the venue's Web site show 
that this year's Rondelet will certainly be a step up from the 2006 Dave 
and Buster's fiasco. But now it is up to RPC to ensure that the party's 
theme fits the venue. 

For a while now we have encouraged RPC to work for a Rondelet 
that is classy and laid-back — a collegiate lounge party. Not that we do 
not enjoy the usual grindfests that are Rice parties, but those seem to 
come every other weekend and Rondelet should be different. Students 
need music they can dance to, but that sort of music does exist outside 
the usual party playlists. 

Looking from the outside, RPC seems to have set up a great arrange-
ment for Rondelet Now it just has to advertise the classiness to make 
sure that plan comes to fruition. 

Vote yes on everything 
Many students may be overwhelmed by the slew of proposals 

that follow the list of candidates on the Student Association election 
ballot. It may be tempting to ignore these bureaucratic barriers, 
but the future functioning of the SA relies on the passage of these 
proposals. Many of the proposals correct errors in the SA constitu-
tion, updating positions that no longer exist and streamlining an out 
of date document. 

However, the most important vote on the slate is the Thresher 
blanket-tax increase. The Thresher serves as a key resource to 
students, faculty and alumni for news and opinion. Without this 
increase, the ability of the Thresher to provide complete coverage 
of events on campus will begin to suffer. 

The increase is just an extra $6.70 per semester, about the cost 
of one large smoothie at Smoothie King. It may not seem like a 
large amount, but the contribution will help the Thresher improve 
software, staff training and overall quality. Furthermore, it would be 
first increase in over 20 years — 20 years that have seen increased 
costs and inflation cut into the worth of the Thresher blanket tax. 
We have stretched ads revenue as far as it will go and cut expenses 
as much as we can, and it is time for a blanket-tax increase. 

The Thresher requests the smallest amou nt possible for a blanket-
tax, with the current amount contributing only 16.8 percent of our 
total income, barely enough to cover half of printing costs. 

Remember, this is your newspaper, 100 percent student-run and 
managed. So step up and show your support. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Student newspaper 
does not need paper 

To the editor: 
Do not print this. The massive 

amount of ink and paper used by 
printing thousands of Thresher cop-
ies needlessly wastes our planet's 
precious resources. Instead, make 
the Thresher available online only. 
After all, we are college students 
living in the 21st century — our lives 
are online as it is. Currently, there 
is a proposal to raise student fees in 
order to support the Thresher. Elimi-
nating paper copies of the Thresher 
would accomplish both tasks. In 
short , get with the times, help the 
environment, save us money and 
s top print ing this rough-feel ing 
excuse for toilet paper that you call 
the Thresher. 

Mithun Mansinghani 
Martel senior 

Thresher miscolors 
Spanish minor, intent 
To the editor: 

As Center for the Study of lan-
guage Spanish lecturers, we would 
like to offer important clarifications 
r ega rd ing the art icle about the 
proposed Spanish minor ("CSL 
proposes first language-only minor," 
Feb. 8). The article stated that the 
proposed Spanish language minor 
may become "Rice's first minor" 
when in fact, Rice has already ap-
proved several other minors. 

Both the headline, "CSL proposes 
first language-only minor," and a mis-
quote about how the proposed minor 
would differ from a Hispanic Studies 
major suggest that the minor and the 
courses to be required for it are devoid 
of culture. As students who have taken 
advanced CSL classes can attest, 
our classes integrate language and 
culture. We seek to advance language 
proficiency, communicative compe-
tence and cultural awareness. 

To achieve these goals, we make 
use of authentic materials including 
literature, film, music, theater, visual 
art, historical information, and media 
(as appropriate for each course), and 
we require thoughtful processing of 
the material in spoken and/or written 
discourse. We employ many strategies 
to improve language acquisition and to 
stimulate intellectual curiosity. 

Teaching language with a gram-
mar driven "skills-only" approach 
would be an insult to our students' 
intelligence, a waste of our faculty's 
capabilities and inappropriate for an 
academic institution such as Rice. 

The possibility of having a.Spanish 
minor at the CSLisexciting because it 
is a way for Rice to formally recognize 
students who work hard to achieve an 
advanced level of Spanish proficiency. 
As students reach for this goal, we 
hope to help them build the cultural 
bridges and the understanding neces-
sary to succeed in a global society. 

Viqui Arbizu-Sabater 
Language lecturer 

Patricia Brogdon-Gdmez 
Senior language lecturer 

Elizabeth Cummins-Munoz 
Spanish lecturer 

Six other lecturers signed this letter 

Early voting handy 
for spring breakers 
To the editor: 

I would like to encourage students 
to vote in the Texas presidential 
primary on March 4, but especially 
to remind them to vote early if you 
will be out of town for spring break, 
during which the primary falls. 

Hie Texas primary is open. Ibis 
means you do not have to be a regis-
tered party member to vote, but you 
may only vote in one party's primary. 
To vote early, go to ;iny of the following 
locations during these hours: Friday, 
Feb. 22, 8 a m . - 4:30 p.m.; Saturday 
Feb. 23 from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 

Feb. 24, from 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.; Monday-
Friday, Feb. 25 through the 29, from 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.. 

Locations include Fiesta at 8130 
Kirby Dr., Harris County Administra-
tion Building, 1001 Preston, first floor 
off the light rail and the Metropolitan 
Service Center, at 1475 West Gray. 
These locations are all forboth Demo-
cratic and Republican primaries. 

iMura Kelley 
Brown College senior 

Student Association President 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher®rice.edu. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• l e t t e r s should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• The Thresher a l s o 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified adve r t i s emen t s . 
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s m u s t be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our adver t i s ing man-
age r at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

! 

. 
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Self-proclaimed gadfly 
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Student Association on brink of change 
I a m not now, nor have I ever been, a 
voting member of the Student Senate. 
But for some twisted reason, I have 
found myself at nearly every Student 
Association meeting, Mon-
day after Monday, for the 
past three years. 

At first, I went as a 
young and naive assistant 
opinion editor, hoping to 
get the pulse of campus 
goings-on. But it did not 
take too long to realize that 
the SA was, at the time, little 
more than a talking club. 
Presidents and senators 
discussed issues without 
knowing the facts, treated 
the whole thing like a joke, and then 
put it all down on their resumes. 

However, this pathetic excuse for a 
campusstudentgovernmentdid serve 
as an excellent resource for Monday 
night schadenfreude and free pizza, 
and I had a prime seat to watch the 
administrative sucking-up that could 
only be described as pornographic. 

Sophomore year was marked by 
the James Lloyd presidency, a time 
where I recall just one raucous debate 
taking place in the hallowed halls 
of Farnsworth Pavilion. It was back 
when Jimmy tried to push through 
a resolution supporting President 
David Leebron's Call to Conversa-
tion, the prototype for the Vision for 
the Second Century. Lloyd expected 
the resolution — I think the only 
one brought up that entire year—to 
pass straight through the apathetic 
Senate, but then Lovett President 
Evan Ross" stood up to oppose the 
brown-nosing white paper. 

Chaos erupted in the normally 
sanguine proceeding, with the 
two self-righteous representatives 
at each others ' throats, rhetori-
cally speaking. Luckily, a spry young 
freshman by the name of Christopher 
Warrington stood up, brandishing 
his personal copy of Robert's Rules 
of Order like it was the King James 
Bible. Eventually, the resolution was 
tuned to express the sentiment that 
students liked the process of the 

Evan 
Mintz 

V2C, but not necessarily the results. 
Ah, now that was standing up for 
student opinion. 

Junior year was the year of the 
puppy president, Althea 
Tupper, who was elected 
despite unironically creat-
ing the Facebook group 
"Most Rice people are 
Weird and We Don't l ike 
them," and having just lost 
the election for Hanszen 
College president. Way to 
represent the students. 

I do not know which 
anecdote describes that 
year the best: the time 
the SA tried to pass off 

a reprinting of sections of the V2C 
as a resolution, or the time Tupper 
wrote a letter to the Thresher ex-
plaining that her administration had 
accomplished a lot, like "Sammy's 
Picnic, the HedgeHopper Card, 
2006 Homecoming Tailgate, [and 
the] 2006 Powderpuff All-Star game" 
("Critics ignore SA's year of worth," 
March 16, 2007). 

But in that first meeting 
I saw something that 1 

had yet to see 
in the SA: a plan. 

Both a picnic and a tailgate? Wow. 
'Hie letter also said critics only 

attacked the SA while not proposing 
any specific recommendations. I sit 
back and contemplate her point as I 
eat some food from the new 24-hour 
vending machine in the RMC and 
get some coffee from the 24-hour 
coffee machine in the library. Alas, 
apparently the problem was that the 
Thresher dk\ not "grant prior review 
of information posted in the SA 
information box." Only a little more 
presidential power and she really 
could have shaken things up. 

Given these experiences, I waited 
for this year's first SA meeting like 
a film critic waiting for a remake of 
Ernest Goes To Camp. But in that first 
meeting I saw something that I had 
yet to see in the SA: a plan. 

The agendas for the first four 
weeks were already laid out, with 
more proposals, resolutions and 
avenues for student input in that first 
month than the two previous years 
combined. I^ura Kelley knew what 
she wanted to do and got it done: 
pursuing an environmental policy, ad-
dressing construction problems and 
passing resolutions that take a strong 
stance to the Faculty Senate. 

Of course, the Kelley administra-
tion was not alone, with senators like 
Brown sophomore Patrick McAnaney 
always taking a hard position to fight 
the good fight, treating the SA like an 
actual government body rather than 
a break before pub. The SA began to 
show its power—soft power, but power 
nonetheless — and the change on 
campus was palpable. Faculty actually 
began to listen to the SA and started 
actively seeking out student opinion 
before pursuing changes—something 
that would have been nice before the 
last winter break change. 

So after two years of having a good 
chuckle every Monday evening after 
leaving Farnsworth, I am almost sad to 
see that the SA is no longer a big joke. 
Sure, the environmental committee 
fiasco and flip-flop on putting Mithun 
MansinghaniandZach Marshall on the 
ballot show that many members of the 
Student Senate still do not know how a 
government is supposed to work, but 
at least we know that it can. 

So when you vote, please, vote for 
a serious candidate. Vote for someone 
with experience. Vote for someone who 
wants the position, not just a line on a 
resume. Hie alternative is damning 
students back to a time when the faculty 
saw usas spoiled drunkards who cared 
more about summer camp color wars 
than the future of our campus. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College senior 
and executive editor. 

Guest column 

Students must close Honor Code loopholes 
A s m e n t i o n e d in the Thresher, 
Rice's Honor System current ly 
allows students who have been ac-
cused of a violation to withdraw from 
Rice for the rest of the 
current semester as well 
as the following semester 
("Honor Council closes 
loopholes in penalty struc-
ture," Nov. 9). In return, 
the i r case is d ropped 
and the accusation does 
not go on record. About 
eight students every year 
invoke this option. Other 
students who do not with-
draw in this way undergo 
a hear ing with a panel 
of nine Council members , after 
which they can only be found in 
violation by a unanimous vote from 
the panel. 

Because of these conflicting 
standards, Rice's Honor System is 
Hawed — no other university with 
a similar honor system allows its 
students to dodge an accusation in 
this way. The escape option is unfair 
to the Rice community at large, as 
it allows accused students to essen-
tially bypass the process we have all 
agreed upon to handle accusations 
of academic fraud and other forms 
of cheating. Thus, a change in the 
Constitution is imperative. 

Some of you may remember that 
a similar amendment was approved 
only a few years ago. That change 
requires accused students to not 
only withdraw, but also to forfeit 
credit for the course in which the 
accusation occurred before the case 
disappears as previously described. 

Ryan 
Stinnett 

step in the right direction, it still al-
lows accused students to circumvent 
the spirit of the Honor System by 
forcing the case to be dropped. 

An amendment to fix 
this problem was ap-
proved last semester by 
both the Honor Council as 
well as the Graduate Stu-
dent Association and will 
be enacted if approved by a 
minimum of three-four ths 
of the voting undergradu-
ate student body in the Stu-
dent Association elections 
that begin Feb. 21. 

Under the proposed 
change, an accused stu-

dent would still be free to withdraw 
at any time, but if they did decide to 
leave Rice, the accusation would no 
longer simply disappear. Instead, 
they would go through the Council's 
standard procedure for investigating 
accusations prior to returning to 
Rice. Additionally, a note would be 
added to their internal record — not 
their transcripts — stating only that 
they have a pending accusation, and 
they will temporarily lose credit for 
the course until the matter is re-
solved. If a student decides to move 
forward with the Council's investi-
gation before seeking readmission, 
the note will be removed and credit 
restored until the Council is able to 
reach a decision on the matter. 

Thischange in the Constitution of 
the Honor System iscritical because 
it ensures that the same standards 
apply to all students accused of a 
violation and that the Council can 
continue to do its part to protect 

For the purpose of clarifica-
tion, the Council of f icers will 
be going to college government 
meetings to answer any questions 
that s tudents may have about this 
proposed change. Also, please feel 
free to contact Council members 
at any time with questions about 
this issue. 

Ryan Stinnett is a Sid Richardson 
College senior and Honor Council 
chair. 

Guest column 

The objective fact: morality 
compatible with religion 
T h r e e w e e k s ago I attended 
"Religion vs Morality," a lec-
tuere sponsored by the Rice 
Objectivism Club given by Ayn 
Rand scholar Andrew 
Bernstein. I expected 
to hear arguments for 
how we can have moral-
ity without believing in 
God, but I got much 
more when Bernstein 
claimed it is impossible 
to have morality within 
true religion. I am not 
going to argue with the 
former statement, but 
I completely disagree 
with the latter. 

From the beginning of the talk, 
Bernstein leveled his rhetorical 
guns at religion, insisting that 
true religion equates with the Tali-
ban's killing of women who have 
learned to read or the 15th century 
Catholic Church 's Inquisition. 
The nice religious people you 
meet today, he said, have mixed 
watered down religious teachings 
with secular reasoning. 

In fact, we know the opposite 
is true if we consider the most 
quoted set of moral rules ever pro-
duced: the Ten Commandments. 
The last six Commandments are 
honor your parents, do not mur-
der, do not commit adultery, do 
not steal, do not bear false witness 
and do not covet. These formed 
the moral foundation for how 
the ancient Hebrews interacted 
with one another, and I do not 
expect Bernstein would object 
to any of this. 

Of course he would disagree 
with the first four command-
ments: have no other gods, do 
not make idols, do not misuse 
the name of God and honor the 
.Sabbath day. Bernstein would 
say it would be irrational to fol-
low these commands, but his 
reason is precisely because he 
does not believe God exists in 
the first place. If we consider 
for a moment that the Hebrews 
believed there was a God giving 
Moses these commands, then it 
would certainly be rational for the 
Hebrews to follow them. 

The question really comes 
down to: "Can one rationally 
believe in God?" 

Bernstein would say no, and 
said so during the question and 
answer session when he defined 
religion as a philosophical system 
that denies reason and requires 
faith in some sort of divine god. I 
agree that it requires some faith, 
but 1 disagree with the idea that 
religion inherently denies reason. 
I cannot prove that God exists, but 

Pat 
Hastings 

he cannot prove God does not, and 
I think it is entirely reasonable to 
believe God does. 

In fact, 1 will briefly sketch two 
classic arguments for 
the belief in a God — I 
will not even argue that 
this God must be the 
one of the Christian 
Bible, which is what 
I bel ieve. T h e f irst 
is the cosmological 
a r g u m e n t . It works 
something like this: 
Everything that exists 
right now must have 
come from something 
else or always existed. 

If it came from something else, 
then that something else must 
have come from nothing, always 
existed or come from something 
else itself. Ultimately, ei ther 
something came from nothing or 
something has always existed. If 
we choose the latter, then we have 
to pick from an eternal being or an 
eternal universe. Since scientific 
evidence suggests the universe is 
not eternal, we are left with God 
as a reasonable option. 

T h e second is the moral 
argument, which recognizes hu-
manity's (mostly) universal and 
inherent sense of right and wrong. 
Every time we argue over right 
and wrong we appeal to a higher 
law that we assume everyone is 
aware of and not free to subjective-
ly change. This implies a higher 
standard or law, and law requires a 
lawgiver. Because this moral stan-
dard transcends humanity, this 
universal law requires a universal 
lawgiver. Again, God appears to be 
a reasonable option. 

I do not expect these simplified 
arguments to persuade anyone 
that God exists, only that the belief 
in one is a rational thing. As Catho-
lic scholar Peter Kreeft writes, 
"Arguments can lead one to the 
water's edge, but faith is neces-
sary to jump into the sea of God." 
I am always delighted to see more 
discussion at Rice about deeper 
issues like religion, morality and 
what is worth living for. I wish 
the Rice Objectivism Club the 
very best in promoting this dia-
logue, but I hope that Bernstein's 
unilateral dismissal of religious 
faith will be an example of how 
not to do it. I hope we will engage 
thoughtfully with those who are 
willing to engage with us, and 
search honestly in the pursuit of 
an often elusive truth. 

Pat Hastings graduated from 
Martel College in 2007 and is a 
Hanszen College associate. 

While this is certainly a significant academic integrity at Rice. 
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V Chao center inaugurated with China speech 
by Dale Swartz 

THRESHER STAFF 

By examining China's historical 
experiences, we can more fully appre-
ciate the underpinnings of the issues 
that the country faces in this pivotal 
contemporary period, noted China 
historian Jonathan Spence said at the 
inaugural lecture of the Chao Center 
for Asian Studies on Friday. 

Speaking to an audience of several 
hundred in the Shell Auditorium at 
McNair Hall, Spence, the Sterling 
Professor of History at Yale Uni-
versity, shared the stage the newly 
endowed T.T. and Wei Fong Chao 
Center for Asian Studies. 

Spence celebrated the center's 
opening. 

"I've never launched a center 
before, but I've never launched a 
battleship either," Spence said. "I've 
always wanted to do both." 

Tlie Chao Center aims to ex-
amine Asia through the lens of 
transnationalism, which studies the 
flow of cultural, historical, linguistic 
and other phenomena in a way that 
deemphasizes national institutions 
and borders. 

Spence said his topic appropriate-
ly captured this academic approach: 
"China and the World: The Enigma 
of Transnational Contact." 

"I use the term 'enigma' on pur-
pose, because none of us truly knows 
where China is going," Spence said. 
"This is an absolutely pivotal moment 
for Chinese studies. China's focus is 
shifting, and we are shifting in our 
approaches to China." 

Spence began his speech by r e 
calling the country in its historical 
context. He recounted four short 
scenes from the past, each one 
hundred years apart, and he said 
these scenes contained elements that 
suggest some of the extraordinary 
range of China's future challenges 

and phenomena. 
Spence's stories ranged from an 

encounter between Chinese Chris-
tian peasants and Jesuitmissionaries 
in southern China in 1695 to trade 
negotiations between the Chinese 
emperor and British ambassadors 
in Beijing a century later. 

Spence then described the 
scene in the summer of 1895, when 
scholars gathered in the capital 
and debated a recent, humiliating 
loss to the Japanese. He said they 
demanded reform, particularly in the 
educational system, and they asked 
what the curriculum should be in 
the future. Spence said there was 
no group of qualified Chinese ready 
to step into the role of educators in 
such a reform system. 

'China'sfocus is 
shifting, and we 
are shifting in our 
approaches to China.' 

— Jonathan Spence 
Yale Professor 

"In the midst of the humiliation of 
the war, a startling number of Chinese 
called for increasing the number 
of Japanese instructors," Spence 
said. "This ambiguity is the perfect 
example of an enigma: bringing the 
conquerors to your own country as 
the pedagogues of the new genera-
tion, especially when they don't speak 
Chinese. What does that say about the 
future role of your country?" 

Spence ended his vignettes with 
an account of the 1997 handover of 
British Hong Kong to China, sym-
bolic of China's rising role moving 
into the twenty-first century. Spence 

said the present offers a connec-
tion to these anecdotes. Issues 
of religion, trade and diplomacy, 
education and the role of democracy 
are all relevant to the contemporary 
discourse on China, and Asia in 
general, Spence said. 

With that agenda, Spence began 
adding new issues and questions of 
interest to future scholars. He trans-
formed from a historian to a scholar of 
geopolitics and public policy, posing 
questions on a broad range of topics, 
including international relations, the 
environment, this year's summer 
Olympics in Beijing and China as a 
post-revolutionary society. He asked 
the crowd if China's energy needs 
are a threat to the United States, as 
well as China's future if it becomes 
a major naval power. 

"The greatest enigma of all is In-
dia and its relationship with China," 
Spence said in closing. "There are 2.5 
billion people between the two." 

Brown College seniorTyler Barth 
said he enjoyed the lecture. 

"I really liked his discussion of the 
current debate over whether China 
has historically been a single country 
or an empire," Barth said. 

Outlying areas like Taiwan, Tibet 
and Xinjiang have passed in and out 
of direct Chinese control throughout 
the centuries, making Chinese claims 
tenuous and controversial. 

"My biggest complaint was that 
Professor Spence had a considerable 
number of questions, but not many 
answers," Barth said. 

Jones College junior Lily Ba-
neijee said she was intrigued by 
Spence's presentation of the mate-
rial, using the small anecdotes to tell 
his story as opposed to a connected 
linear narrative. 

"I was intrigued by the topic and 
sad he couldn't get into more specific 
detail," Bannerjee said. "Overall, it 
was very good." 
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F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

The Faculty Senate met Wednesday. The following were discussed: 

• Computer Science Chair Joe Warren introduced the faculty e-mail 
privacy policy. The policy states that in an emergency situation, 
the university can access a faculty member's files and information 
stored in databases in university computers without any given 
consent. Warren said this information will be accessed only if 
certain needs are met and only with Provost Eugene Levy's ap-
proval. The policy states that information could only be accessed 
in the appropriate situation which include complying with a court 
order or mandatory legal requirement; investigating a suspected 
violation of law or university policy; conducting necessary and 
appropriate university business and addressing risks to health, 
safety or university property. 

• President David Leebron said the e-mail privacy policy is a two-part 
test, and that there is no need to preemptively access the information 
if the faculty member whose e-mail is being accessed cooperates. 
He said all four requirements need to be satisfied before accessing 
a faculty member's computer files, and the preemptive searching 
of information without the faculty member's consent should be 
undertaken if the faculty member is out of town or unavailable. 

• Earth Science Professor Dale Sawyer said the biggest concern 
with the proposal is that a faculty member could destroy the data 
before a search of the information. He said the committee should 
act quickly. 

• Faculty Senate Speaker Deborah Harter said the policy will be put 
into effect sometime this semester. 

• Harter opened the senate to discussion about concerns and issues 
to discuss in the future. She said a firm policy for dealing with pla-
giarism, possibly acquiring an ombudsman at Rice, working out a 
budget, reworking the questions in the student course evaluations 
and determining distributions for courses are issues the senate 
can deal with in the upcoming year. 

• Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Chair Susan Mcintosh pie 
sented the revised global health technologies minor for approval. 
The senate approved the proposal with 12 in favor and one absten-
tion. 

• History Professor Carl Caldwell proposed changes to the student 
excused absence policy during finals week. He said this will affect 
athletes who have to attend sporting events that interfere with 
their finals. Athletes will need satisfactory academic standing to 
participate in these events, and this does not apply to events not 
under university control. 

• Psychology Professor Philip Kortum said the university should 
provide the faculty with a snapshot of students who might be in 
academic difficulty so the students do not have to estimate their 
grade in the class. 

The next Faculty Senate meeting will be at 12 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 12 in the Founder's Room of Lovett Hall. 

Hey you, can you read this? If 
so, you should write for Thresher 

News. Seriously. You can get 
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Gender inequality, AIDS 
focus of Duwury lecture 

by Cindy Dinh 
THRESHER STAFF 

While Rice plans to raise over 
$100 million over the next decade 
to help fight AIDS and support 
world health, students from a va-
riety of majors and concentrations 
congregated at the James A. Baker 
III Institute for Public Policy last 
Friday to hear Nata Duwury (Jones 
73) , director of Gender, Violence 
and Rights at the International 
Center for Research on Women, 
speak about the effects of gender 
inequality as it relates to HIV/AIDS, 
women's ownership of property and 
gender-based violence. 

Duwury's topic on women's 
property ownership was the first in 
the lecture series, "Gender, Health 
and Human Well Being." 

Drawing from her extensive 
research in India, South Africa and 
Uganda, Duwury started off by ex-
plaining that gender violence occurs 
across cultures and is not isolated to 
certain parts of the world. 

'[People in Uganda 
and South Africa] 
think that the husband 
has bought the 
women when they get 
married.' 

— Nata Duwury (Jones '73) 
Director of Gender, Violence 

and Rights at the International 
Center for Research on Women 

Disparities between the r ights of 
men and women in certain cul tures 
h i n d e r w o m e n ' s d e v e l o p m e n t . 
D u w u r y said she believes the key 
to promoting gende r equality is 
through women 's proper ty owner-
ship. She said home ownership in 
the woman's name is an important 
foundation for female empower-
ment. All of these directly affect 
a woman's f reedom to make deci-
sions about her own well-being, 
she said. 

"With assets you increase house-
hold power, food availability, security 
and income," D u w u r y said. 

In s u b - S a h a r a n A f r i c a , t h e 
inheri tance r ights of women are 

not well-recognized, and the fluid 
property rights and cultural allo-
cation suggests that women have 
"user rights" to the land they work 
on, not ownership. 

D u w u r y e m p h a s i z e d h o w 
gender-based violence and HIV/ 
AIDS are co-epidemics that can 
each contribute to the increase 
of the other. Domestic abuse and 
rape put women at a higher risk 
for contracting HIV/AIDS. On the 
other hand, Duwury said women 
who disclose to their partners that 
they are HIV positive are two to 
three times more likely to experi-
ence violence in relationships. 

From her research on South Africa 
and Uganda, Duwury said she attrib-
uted the low rates of female property 
ownership to cultural customs. 

"They think that the husband 
has bought the women when they 
get married," she said. "How can 
property own property?" 

During her five-year research in 
India, D u w u r y examined violence 
between intimate par tners and how 
it increased or decreased accord-
ing to cer ta in factors such as the 
husband and wife's regulari ty of 
employment and level of educa-
tion. Al though women typically 
leave the house when they are 
victims of domest ic abuse, Duv-
vury said th ings were di f ferent in 
India because men had to leave the 
house when they were accused of 
domest ic violence. 

Baker College sophomore Julia 
Lukomnik was surprised to hear how 
different the issues between India 
and Sub-Saharan Africa were. 

"People tend to group the de-
veloping count r ies toge the r and 
a s sume they have the same prob-
l e m s , " L u k o m n i k said . " T h e r e 
a re culturally-specific p r o b l e m s 
th roughout Africa." 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Anna Rober ts said she was 
able to relate the various statistics 
D u w u r y presented to her class-
room discussions. 

"It is not enough for people just to 
hear how to solve gender inequality," 
Roberts said. "Linking it to a global 
pandemic like AIDS makes it more 
visible," Roberts said. 

After hearing Duwury present 
the facts and statistics, Lukomnik 
said she wondered how to best take 
this knowledge into action. 

'This is a good place to go off 
of instead of a good place to stop," 
Lukomnik said. 
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Program for studying in Los Angeles 
now opened to Rice students 

by Rachel Carlson 
THRESHER STAFF 

Visual arts majors may find 
themselves tanning in the sun and 
rubbing elbows with celebrities 
through a new opportunity for 
semester-long study in Los Ange-
les. A program called University of 
Texas Los Angeles Center, which 
coordinates undergraduate studies 
in Hollywood, announced last Friday 
that it will now accept student ap-
plicants from universities across 
the country. 

UTLA, which was previously only 
open to University ofTexas at Austin 
students, is a program designed to 
introduce juniors and seniors of all 
majors to professionals in Hollywood 
a r t s and en te r ta inment through 
internships and class instruction. 
UTLA Executive Director Phil Nemy, 
a former Disney executive, said that 
students must take at least three 
classes, almost half of which are 
held during the early morning and 
nighttime to allow for internships 
with major film and music studios 
during the day. 

Classes currently offered include 
How Hollywood Works, the Creative 
Process of Film and Television 
Development, How Music Works: 
The Business of the Music Indus-
try, and Topics in Entertainment 
Professions. 

The UTLA curriculum is tailored 
to students ' own interests, Nemy 
said. Before the semester begins, 
s tudents are sent an e-mail with 
about twenty different career paths 
from which to choose. Students 
select the three they would most 
like to pursue. The top three topics 
voted on by all program participants 
become the focuses for individual 
courses. Course instructors include 

past executives, producers, design-
ers and casting directors Nemy said. 
Paul Leonard, a current co-producer 
of Battlestar Galactica, is one of the 
instructors in the UTLA Creative 
Process class called Post Production 
and Editing. Students often have a 
chance to create their own film or 
music samples and compare them 
to professional versions. 

ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS 
Students with a minimum GPA 
of 2.5 may apply to UTLA after 
completing 60 credit hours 
before the UTLA semester. 
Completion of a Media Studies 
course at Rice is also recom-
mended. Afterfulfilling prerequi-
sites, students must apply and 
submit a $500 deposit when 
applying to the program. 

nies like Special Effects Unlimited. 
Writers can participate in classes for 
composing television scripts. 

Martel College freshman Lulu 
Fang said she appreciated these 
outside connections for visual arts 
majors. 

"I think that it's really great be-
cause our department is very small 
and we don't have that many teach-
ers, so Rice can't offer that many 
classes," Fang said. "To have varying 
opportunities by way of partnerships 
allows students to have more options. 
I think a lot of students will take 
advantage of this." 
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Wiess College sophomore Rachel 
Solnick, a visual arts major, said she 
liked programs like UTLA because 
they allow Rice ar ts s tudents to 
translate their major to a practical 
career. 

"I'm sometimes concerned about 
having a major that I'm not sure 
how to apply after I graduate," Sol-
nick said. "Programs like this get 
students out of the classroom, help 
them make connections and make 
careers more apparent." 

Students who are not interested 
in film or music can also participate 
in UTLA. Some architects and engi-
neers work on set design and special 
effects productions through compa-
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VISION 
From page 1 

prospective students, so we thought 
this would be a good opportunity," 
she said. 

In response to complaints from 
past prospective students who were 
upset they did not get to see what 
Houston was like as part of their 
Rice visit, another change was an 
evening tour of Houston on Sunday 
night Prospective students toured 
downtown Houston, the Rice Village 
and the Reliant Park area. 

'I found myself really 
comfortable with the 
prospective students 
and already wanting 
them to come here.' 

— Jessica Fowler 
SAC Minority Interests co-chair 

Prospective students attended 
classes and academic panels, including 
pre-professional panels for prospective 
pre-law and pre-health professions 
students, on Monday. Students also 
went to natural sciences, social sci-
ences and engineering information 
sessions where current students 
discussed research opportunities and 
current projects. 

Other events included dinner Mon-
day night at the Cohen House where 
President Leebron gave welcoming 
remarks and history professor Alex 
Byrd gave the keynote address. Pro-
spective students dined with faculty, 
staff, alumni and Minority Interests 
Committee members. An open mic 
night was held in Willy's Pub Monday 
evening to discuss life at Rice. 

The Minority Interests Committee 

will meet in March to evaluate this 
year's Vision Weekend and deter-
mine what to focus on for next year, 
Fowler said. 

"Overall, I think Vision Weekend 
went really well," she said. "I found 
myself really comfortable with the 
prospective students and already want-
ing them to come here." 

Carlos Plata, a prospective student 
from Amarillo, Texas, said Vision 
Weekend significantly impacted his 
college decision-makingprocess. Plata 
said that although Rice had not been 
high on his list before Vision Weekend, 
the positive experience he had changed 
his mind. 

"When I arrived and met all of y'all 
and saw how much y'all enjoy being 
at Rice I began to see myself there," 
Plata said. "All the feedback from 
[my host] and his friends helped me 
understand the gist of what it is like to 
be a student at Rice and how much fun 
it can really be." 

Martel College sophomore Alex 
Siller said that, as a former Vision 
Weekend participant, hostingprospec-
tive students of his own was a great 
experience. Siller said, however, that 
he wished the program had remained 
an actual weekend like it was when he 
was a prospective student instead of 
the Sunday through Tuesday event 
it is now. 

"I think the program has lost 
something," Siller said. "It was nice 
to take them to classes and all but I 
felt like the material in the Systems 
Physiology class I took them to was 
way over their head so they didn't get 
a feel for what classes would be like. I 
think it would have been better to have 
diem have activities and get them to 
experience campus life and the college 
system because that's more of what 
sets Rice apart" 

Owl Days, Rice's general recruit-
ing period for admitted students, will 
be held three Mondays on April 7, 
14 and 21 and, for the first time, will 
not allow prospective students to 
stay overnight. 
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I <3 Desserts 

Hanszen College junior Jennifer Cieluch buys a dessert from Martel College freshman Noemie Levy 
at the Decadent D e s e r t event on Wednesday in the Kelley Lounge. The event was a fundraiser for 
Humanitarian Medical Outreach's Alternative Spring Break trip to Oaxaca, Mexico. Different desserts 
included pies from House of Pies, crepes, cake, cookies and Greek desserts from Niko Nlko's restaurant. 

VPIT Internships 
12-week Summer Internships at Rice University 
in the Office of the Vice Provost for Information Technology 

Apply by March 1, 2008 

Get details and an application online: 
http://www.rice.edu/vpit/hiring/internship.html 

RICE 
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"There will definitely be more 
interest if the theme is something 
quirky," Diddams said. 

Kakkar said she hopes the venue 
will increase dance attendance. 

"Since the Texas Medical Cen-
ter is so close to Rice, we hope 
that more people will want to go," 
Kakkar said. 

Kerks t ra said the location is 
almost within walking distance and 
will appeal to those looking to spend 

an evening dancing. 
"It 's a beautiful location that 

is very hip and trendy on the top 
floor of the waterfal l bui lding," 
Kerkstra said. 

RPC will also provide free shuttle 
service to the site. 

Kakkar and Kerkstra estimate 
the dance's budget at around $5,000 
to $6,000. Costs will be offset by 
m o n e y saved f r o m E s p e r a n z a , 
Kerkstra said. 

ELIGIBILITY 
From page 1 

ruled ineligible to run by the Elec-
tions Committee due to him being 
on academic probation. Warrington 
said he missed the final exam period 
of the fall semester due to surgery, and 
thus received "incomplete" grades 
in several classes. This placed him 
temporarily on academic probation, 
making him automatically disquali-
fied from seeking campus-wide of-
fice. He is appealing to have his 
good academic standing reinstated 
by the Committee on Examinations 
and Standing, but the earliest he can 
present his appeal is Tuesday. 

Since this would be well into the 
voting process that runs from Friday to 
Wednesday, Warrington said he chose 
to withdraw from the race. 

'Hie Senate does not have the 
power to reverse an ineligibility ruling 
if a student is not in good academic 
standing. Warrington did not endorse 
another candidate, but he said he 
hoped the new president would focus 
on one of the core issues of his plat-
form: a heightened awareness of the 
students' responsibility towards the 
new residential colleges. 

In other races, RTV5 station man-
ager candidate Will Fischer was barred 
because he is on judicial probation, but 
saw his overturned and was placed 
on the ballot. In an appeal to the full 
Senate, Fischer, a Will Rice junior, 
said he would be running unopposed, 
and will be the only senior next year 
with more than a year's experience at 
Rice's television station. A majority of 
the Senate voted to reinstate him on 
the ballot at its Monday meeting, a 
power it is authorized to use in cases 
of judicial probation. 

SA Sec re t a ry c o n t e n d e r Luz 
Pimentel was disqualified for taking 
a medical withdrawal this semester. 
Students who have withdrawn for 
medical reasons are generally ineli-
gible to run for office. Pimentel, a Will 
Rice College sophomore, petitioned 
to Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman to reinstate her eligibility, but 
her request was denied. 

()n her Facebook campaign page, 
she expressed her regret at no longer 
being able to run for secretary. 

SA elections committee chair 
Andrew Bowen said the number of 
people disqualified this year was un-
usually high. 

"There are always people dis-
qualified because of academic or 
judicial probation," Bowen. a Martel 
senior, said. "But the number we've 
seen this year is a little bit higher." 

"Matt Youn Pub Night" 
T h e weeks leading up to the 

election have also seen allegations 
of campaign rule violations, most 
notably one surrounding presidential 
candidate Matt Youn and Brown 
College's pub night. I^ist fall, Brown 
decided on "Matt Youn Pub Night" 
for its pub night theme in honor of the 
current SA Internal Vice President 
and Brown junior. 

Brown socials committee chair 
Patrick McAnaney said Youn was a 
logical choice for a theme. 

"Matt Youn could a lmos t be 
considered the unofficial mascot of 
Brown College," McAnaney, a Brown 
sophomore, said. 

However, d u e to a violation 
of the alcohol policy at Brown 
in the weeks before the planned 
pub night, the Brown Cour t and 
Student Judicial Programs decided 
to suspend pub night for the fall 
semester . Brown decided to ca r ry 
over the "Matt Youn" theme for its 
spring pub night, entitled "Brown 
College Pub Night: the Matt Youn 
Exper ience," which would have 
been held Tuesday, dur ing the SA 
presidential campaign. 

l a s t week, Bowen received a 
complaint from another candidate 
about the event's theme. Upon inves-
tigation, Bowen found that the event 
violated two rules. First, because it 
carried Youn's name, it was deemed 
to be an event promoting a candidate, 
which is prohibited in SA elections. 
Second, SA candidates are limited 
to a campaign budget of $35, far 
below what the proposed pub night's 
expenses would entail. 

After discussion between Bowen 
;uid McAnaney, SA President Laura 
Kelley and Brown President Robert 
Plummer, Brown decided to remove 
Youn's name from its pub night theme 
and the event was held as normal. 

Youn said he was not involved in 
the planning of the event 

"It should not have been allowed, 
and it's unfortunate that it happened," 
Youn said. 

'Hie other candidates declined 
to comment. 

Bowen said he sees the situa-
tion as a self-censorship lesson for 
future candidates. 

"I know Matt Youn is like a cult at 
Brown," Bowen said. "But candidates 
need to exercise more restraint with 
the use of their names. This never 
should have needed to come to the 
elections committee." 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Feb. 14 -20 . 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess College 
Lovett College 

Other Buildings 
Rice Media Center 

Other Areas 
Founders Court Drive 
Off Campus 
Labratory Road 

Parking Lots 
Greenbriar Lot 
Greenbriar Lot 

Feb. 15 Theft 

Feb. 15 Posession of marijuana 

Feb. 15 Theft 

Feb. 14 Driving while intoxicated 
Feb. 14 Failure give information 
Feb. 15 Driving while intoxicated 

Feb. 16 Burglary of a motor vehicle 
Feb. 17 Buglary of a motor vehicle 

LAUREN SCHOEFFLER/THRESHER 

What is democracy? 
Irish philosopher and political theorist Phiip Noel Pettit delivers his speech "The Third Dimension of 
Democracy" Thursday, Feb. 14 at the Baker Institute for Public Policy. Pettit's speech is part of the Ethics, 
Politics and Society lecture series, co-hosted with the Department of Philosophy. 

Call and you could save. 
Class dismissed. 
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• Coverage available by phone 
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CATALYST 
RUN-DOWN 
• Wi l l Rice f reshman 

Ye Jin Kang is serving as 
Editor in Chief. 

Catalyst will be published 
twice a year, with each 
issue divided into three 
categories: reviews by 
undergraduates, world-
wide research and book 
reviews, interviews and 
timepieces. 

Catalyst has received 
funding from the Presi-
dent's Programming 
Fund, the office of Dean 
of Undergraduates Rob-
in Forman, the Dean of 
Natural Sciences and 
the Dean of Engineer-
ing, and has received 
contributions from the 
Student Association and 
college governments. 

The deadlinefor submis-
sion of full articles for 
the spring 2008 issue 
is March 10. Students 
interested in submitting 
can contact Catalyst at 
Rice_ScienceJournal@ 
yahoogroups.com. 

The first i s s u e d e b u t s 

Apr. 1 3 . 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Yohan Moon, a Baker College freshman and Catalyst Worldwide Research Executive Editor met in the Baker Commons last month to talk with interested stu-
dents about Catalyst, Rice's first undergraduate science review. Since then the plan has become solidified, receiving funding from across campus, ranging from 
the Student Association to the deans of Natural Sciences, Engineering and Undergraduates. 

Students found Rice's first undergrad science review 
by Jocelyn Wright 

T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Undergraduates wishing to 
share their research with the Rice 
community will have the oppor-
tunity to do so now that Catalyst, 
Rice's first undergraduate science 
review, officially became a student 
organization at the Student As-
sociation meeting Monday. The 
magazine is currently accepting 
submissions and is planning on 
distributing its first, full-color, 
40-page issue on April 13. 

Catalyst will be a bi-annual 
research review of the sciences, 
mathematics, computer science 
and engineering at Rice. It will be 
divided into three categories: one 
with reviews by undergraduates on 
their own issues, one on research 
performed worldwide, and one 
with book r e ^ w s , interviews with 

famous scientists and historical 
timepieces. All articles will be writ-
ten by undergraduates. 

Catalyst Editor-in-Chief Ye Jin 
Kang said she got the idea for 
Catalyst when she came to Rice and 
saw the lack of a science review 
on campus. 

"When I came to Rice I wanted 
a club where I could explore all 
the aspects of science," Kang, a 
Will Rice College freshman said. 
"There wasn't something aimed at 
fostering discussion and showcas-
ing undergraduate research." 

Worldwide Research Executive 
Editor Yohan Moon said he thought 
Catalyst would fill a niche at Rice. 

"President Leebron's proposal 
of the Vision for the Second Cen-
tury emphasized research at the 
university," Moon, a Baker College 
freshman, said. "We thought there 
was something lacking in the un-

dergraduate research community 
because there wasn't a showcase 
of research done at Rice." 

Moon said the committee be-
hind Catalyst looked at similar 
publications at Stanford University, 
Massachusetts Institute ofTechnol-
ogy and Harvard University and 
decided to vary between specific 
articles and those that appeal to 
the general public. 

Catalyst has several faculty advi-
sors from various fields, the main 
one being biochemistry professor 
Dan Wagner. These advisors will 
help edit articles, give suggestions 
and, ultimately, comprise the faculty 
review board. 

Moon said Catalyst had secured 
funding from the President's Pro-
gramming Fund, the office of Dean 
of Undergraduates Robin Forman, 
the Dean of Natural Sciences and 
the Dean of Engineering. Kang said 

printing 1,000 issues would approxi-
mately amount to $3,500. Currently, 
they have secured about $2,500 of 
funding. Catalyst also applied for 
an Envision Grant. To fund the 
magazine in the future, Kang said 
she plans to send letters to compa-
nies to get them to submit ads. She 
said Catalyst had also applied for a 
student activities fund. 

Kang said she would like to see 
Catalyst putting out issues with a 
specific focus after the magazine gets 
its first issue out, such as issues on 
global health or the brain. She said 
there were also plans to have a Wei) 
site from which all the articles would 
also be accessible. 

"It would be nice to make it into an 
interactive forum discussion where 
we would have blog writers and have 
people post comments so it isn't 
only a one-time magazine issue that 
comes out in April," Kang said. 

1% 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHSER 

A soul man at Soul Night 
Members of the Black Student Association perform a dance on Saturday for Soul Night, BSA's annual culture show. This year's Soul Night, which had a Caribbean theme, featured musical and 
dance performances from students all across campus. 
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Mr. Rice University contest 
raises money for clubs 

by Gary Johnson 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

Eight students and one professor 
competed Saturday for the title of Mr. 
Rice University, an event co-hosted by 
the Humanitarian Medical Outreach 
Alternative Spring Break and the Rice 
Program Council. Held in the Wiess 
College commons, a panel of three 
judges awarded the title to both Wiess 
senior Jon Harris Maurer and Brown 
College Master John Hutchinson. 

Maurer won a $100 gift card to 
Target while Hutchinson, a chem-
istry professor, kept the crown. 
Will Rice College freshman Konrad 
Stoick and Will Rice sophomore Kyle 
Clark tied for second place and both 
received $25 gift cards to Target. 

HuMed participant Donna Huang 
said over 100 people attended, and 
the event, — which served as a 
fundraiser for HuMed's ASB trip to 

Oaxaca, Mexico—earned over $800. 
RPC helped by paying for the food, 
hanging flyers, providing volunteers 
and helping publicize the event. 

Contestants displayed their talents, 
which included singing, guitar, stand-up 
comedy and spitting fire. Questions 
for the interview portion ranged from 
performingamatingcall to demonstrat-
ing a courtship dance for the audience. 
Huang, a Will Rice sophomore, said one 
of the most unexpected events of the 
night was when Hutchinson performed 
a ballad version of Sir Mix-a-lof s "Baby 
Got Back" 

Maurer said he applied because 
one of his friends was involved in 
ASB and that it sounded like a fun 
way to raise money. Maurer said he 
thought everyone who attended had 
a good time. 

"Participants backstage had a 
blast doing it, and the audience was 
really enthusiastic," Maurer said. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Obamamania 
Wuess senior Matt Hagen (far right) attends a rally for Sen. Barack Obama, a candidate for the Democratic 
nomination for president, at the Toyota Center on Tuesday evening. Many campus organizations organized 
trips downtown via MetroRAIL to see the Senator give a speech. Obama Is currently campaigning in the Texas 
primaries, which will be held Tuesday, March 4. Students will have a chance to see Sen. John McCain, another 
candidate for president, when he visits Rice on Thursday, Feb. 28. 

Vote for the Thresher blanket-tax increase. 
20 years is too long. 
The stake are too high for you to stay at home. 

Work Hard. Get Paid. 
Ever wanted to write or edit 
for news, ops, A&E, sports 
or Backpage? 
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E-mail thresher@rice.edu for more information. 
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DEBATE 
From page 1 

concerns have been brought up by 
students themselves. 

"Students really have concerns 
about these issues so the administra-
tion should listen to what we have to 
say," Youn said. "As SA president, 
I'll continue to ... focus on very 
important issues." 

Marshall and Mansinghani were 
the next candidates to introduce 
themselves. Marshall said though he 
and Mansinghani acknowledge that 
they have not had much experience 
with the SA, the two of them have had 
several years of college government 
experience —Mansinghani is the 
Martel Chief Justice and Marshall 
is Martel Treasurer. Though he 
feels the SA is central in the role of 
academics and in its relationship with 
the Faculty Senate, Marshall said he 
feels the SA has overextended itself 
in the recent years. Marshall said he 
and Mansinghani are running on a 
platform of giving more power back 
to the colleges. 

"If we can bring some things 
ill-managed by the SA back to the 
students, it will lead to a stronger Rice 
in the future," Marshall said. 

Mansinghani noted that the SA 
had done some great things but 
that the organization also had some 
weaknesses. 

"We don't think they're in touch 
with colleges enough," Mansing-
hani said. "Most people in colleges 
really don't know what is going on 
in the SA and really have fairly little 
involvement." 

After the candidates introduced 
themselves, Mintz, a Hanszen 
College senior, asked them what 
initiatives they have spearheaded 
or accomplished during their time 
in the SA. 

Baker said she some of the things 
she organized included a party at the 
Rice Art Gallery, tailgates and Take 
Me Out to the Ball Game. 

Mansinghani said that though 
he and Marshall have not been 
very involved with the SA, they are 
running on a campaign of reforming 
the SA. Marshall asked the audience 
to look at his and Mansinghani's 
individual records within their col-
lege instead. 

Youn said he hoped to bring SA 
resolutions back to the table so stu-
dents in the SA are not concerned 
about issues like safety and the 

environment. He also said he helped 
bridge the gap between the SA and 
the Faculty Senate. 

Whitfield, a Sid Richardson 
College senior, then asked the 
candidates what they believed the 
role of the SA president is and what 
it should be. 

Youn said the role of the president 
is to represent and lead the SA to 
find ways to give help to the student 
body on a university level. He said 
the SA president should let college 
presidents handle college issues but 
that university-wide issues should be 
the SA's responsibility. 

'We think college 
president and senators 
kind of know what's 
going on with their 
colleges. We would 
like to go back to 
individual governments 
as far as deciding 
what to do with policy 
issues.' 

— Mithun Mansinghani 
Martel College senior 

"The SA should... talk with other 
presidents to see what issues should 
be taken care of, express student 
opinions, show that to the administra-
tion and show [them] what changes 
should be made," Youn said. 

Marshall said the SA president 
needs to encourage college diversity 
and work with other college heads to 
work more efficiently themselves. 

Baker said she feels the SA presi-
dent's job is to lead the organization, 
meet student needs, find out what 
students want, find out what needs 
are not being met, deal with quality 
of life issues and relay these needs 
to the administration. 

"It is the SA president's job to 
direct initiative, but by no means to 
determine initiatives," Baker said. 
" [The SA president should ] poll you 

DAVID ROSALFS/THRFSHFR 

SA External Vice President Sarah Baker spoke at the debate about using the 
SA to enhance student life and ensuring that the body was not dominated by a 
just a few strong voices. 
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guys, find out what is going on, get 
committees together, direct ways to 
accomplish goals. The SA president 
is someone who can pull together all 
the resources to better get what you 
guys want us to do." 

Mintz then asked the candidates 
if they would ever support a plan 
of action that is unpopular with 
students even if they thought they 
were right. 

Mansinghani said it is important 
to get an accurate picture of what 
students want and to do what stu-
dents want. 

Baker said she would not do any-
thing students do not support. 

"SA is supposed to enact what 
you guys want," Baker said. "If I 
thought something was unpopular 
like student safety, like with bikes 
... that information needs to be 
displayed to you. But my job is not 
to push through policies that are not 
what students want." 

Youn said he thinks it is impor-
tant to note that SA president can 
express his or her position on issues 
and say what he or she feels and 
express to students why he or she 
feels a certain way but that in the 
end, the overall view of (he students 
is more important. 

"When push comes to shove, it's 
important for the SA president to 
consider what students want most, 
and if they want one way, and the SA 
president another, [the president] 
must consider what students want," 
Youn said. 

Whitfield asked the candidates 
what they would do to differentiate 
themselves from the other candi-
dates if they were elected to the 
position of SA president. 

Baker said being from the south 
colleges differentiated her from the 
other candidates and members of 
the SA. She also said she would be 
much more approachable by eating 
at colleges or making appearances 
at college cabinet meetings. 

Mansinghani said he and Mar-
shall are running on a platform of 
significant SAreform and devolution 
of its power. Marshall said they would 
try to accomplish what students 
wanted, which, he said, the SA did 
not do well in the past. 

Youn said he considered himself 
different from the other candidates 
in that he has the ability to execute 
actions and work with different 
people including members of the 
Faculty Senate. 

Mintz then asked the candidates 
how they would deal with the increase 
in crime in and around Rice. 

Mansinghani said the SA should 
communicate with students and 
inform them of safety measures 
when walking around campus or 
near Rice. 

"We should communicate any 
student concerns if they feel they 
are being overly th rea t ened , " 
Mansinghani said. "If RUPD or the 
administration is not doing their 
job, we should communicate that to 
students on campus." 

Baker said she thinks everyone 
can agree that communication has 
changed how people feel about 
RUPD's strategy to prevent thefts. 
She also said it was a shame that 
people did not feel safe walking 
around campus and that the SA 
should work with RUPD to find 
ways to keep students safe. Baker 
suggested that having late-night 
t ransporta t ion options for off-
campus students would keep them 
from walking back to their homes 
late at night. 

Youn said communication be-
tween RUPI) and students is impor-
tant to clarify confusion of RUPD's 
practices and to continue resolutions 
that people have proposed regard-
ing safety. 

Mintz asked Youn in a follow-up 
question if he supports RUPD's 
policy to take unsecured bikes and 
keep them at their headquarters until 
they can be picked up. 

Youn said he supported it but that 
there were some problems in the 
ways the policy was executed. He 
said RUPD should inform students 
when they are taking their bikes. 
Youn said the SA has been working 
on creating an online database for 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

SA Internal Vice President Matt Youn explained that he would use the presi-
dency to maintain strong ties with the administration and ensure that those in 
power focused on important student issues. 

bikes that RUPD has impounded. 
For the next question, Whitfield 

asked the candidates how they felt 
about the recent surge in environ-
mental activism on campus and if they 
would continue it as SA president. 

Youn said he thinks the activ-
ism and improvements should be 
continued. 

"Some people think the SA has 
been too focused on these issues, 
but I don't think that's the main 
concern," Youn said. "We should 
continue with these [issues] while 
also working on student life and 
academic issues." 

Baker said she thinks the SA 
should help with environmental 
activism as much as it can. However, 
she said that the activism must origi-
nate from the majority of the student 
body and not just a few people 
or the environmental committee. 
She added that legislation should 
be thought out with enforcement 
measures included. 

7 have concrete 
ideas. I'm not just 
going to give you 
rhetoric. I think I 
have the best abilities 
to figure out how to 
communicate with the 
administration.' 

— Matt Youn 
Brown College junior 

vShe also said it is important to 
work with the administration to 
make sure they are also on board 
so that the SA can aid in making 
.changes that are not inconvenient 
for students. 

Marshall said he feels environ-
mental responsibility is important 
to Rice but that the budget spent 
by environmental committees has 
somewhat been squandered. 

"I think the money is best spent 
by the colleges who have a more 
accurate assessment of environ-
mental activism," Marshall said. 
"I think the role should go to the 
colleges, and the SA [should] not 
give blank checks." 

Mintz asked the next question 
about campus-wide events, saying 

that some might consider these 
events to be under the jurisdic-
tion of Rice Program Council. He 
asked the candidates where they 
draw thf- line between the SA and 
the RPC. 

Baker said she does not think 
event planning is the SA's job in 
general but that the SA could work 
with RPC to produce campus-wide 
events if students wanted them, 
since the RPC has more money 
than the SA. 

Youn said it is important for the 
SA to work with RPC in the future 
and be involved in initiating events. 

Marshall said the SA is in a 
prime position to work with the RPC 
and could coordinate events like a 
campus-wide treasure hunt or a game 
ofcapture-the-flag. Mansinghani said 
that there should not be a conflict of 
jurisdiction. 

"RPC should do as much as they 
can, but it is limited in personnel," 
Mansinghani said. "So if the SA can 
do it, then why not?" 

Whitfield asked Marshall and 
Mansinghani a follow-up question 
asking whe ther inst igat ing an 
event like a campus-wide treasure 
hunt would fall outside the SA's 
jurisdiction. 

Mansinghani said he did not think 
planning such an event would fall 
outside the SA's jurisdiction. 

Whitfield then posed a hypotheti-
cal situation. He asked the candidates 
what they hope to have accomplished 
at the end of their term and how 
they would have accomplished 
their goals. 

Mansinghani said he hopes he 
and Marshall can look back and 
see that they gave more power and 
respect back to the colleges. 

"We would have worked with the 
student body and senators to make 
the SA a much more sensitive and 
effective organization for student 
desires," Mansinghani said. 

Youn said he would like to see 
the SAbe stronger in its actions with 
the administration but not take away 
power from residential colleges. 

"I'd like to see students become 
a really important presence at Rice 
so students know their voices are 
not unheard and their concerns are 
addressed," Youn said. 

Baker said she would want to have 
passed effective resolutions and to 
have planned events that have a posi-
tive impact on students' lives. 

"It's important to look at student life 
issues," Baker said. "I hope we focus on 
more cross-campus issues rather than 
just academics and the environment." 
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A year after losing 10 players to the 
Major League draft, the 2008 Rice 
baseball team shoots for Omaha 
with a roster of old guns and new fire 

Stories by Ben Jedlovec • Design by Casey Michel and Photo illustration by lan White 
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Five years removed from national title, Owls hope this is the year for repeat success 
"Rebuilding" is a funny word — it 

implies new faces, change, uncer-
tainty and a short-term drop-off in 
performance. If that is the case, then 
maybe "reloading" describes the2008 
baseball team more accurately. 

As the 2007 season closed with 
arguably the deepest crop of draft-
eligible juniors in school history, 
head coach Wayne Graham and 
company knew the program was 
about to run low on ammunition. 
In order for the team to compete in 
2008, the Owls would have to cling 
onto their prized Ail-Americans as 
long as possible while courting a 
first-rate recruiting class to fill the 
inevitably empty lineup spots. And it 
never hurts to get a little lucky. 

Nothing Graham could say 
would make up then-junior Cole 
St.Clair's mind. The Owls' premier 
closer, hampered by injuries to 
open the 2007 season, was a sev-
enth-round selection of the Cleve-

land Indians in the Major League 
Baseball draft. It was up to him: 
St.Clair could accept the Indians 
contract, turn pro and never look 
back; or, he could return to Rice, fin-
ish his economics degree, jump into 
the starting rotation, take another 
shot at a national championship 
and potentially improve his draft 
stock for next June's draft. After 
thorough consideration, St.Clair 
elected to return to Rice, single-
handedly setting the "reloading" 
tone for the 2008 season. 

Pitchers Jon Runnels and Chris 
Kelley and outfielder Jordan Dod-
son, all current seniors, joined St. 
Clair in foregoing pro baseball for 
one more season, bringing back key 
figures from the 2007 College World 
Series team. And maybe this time, 
unlike the past two heartbreaking 
seasons, the Owls will return to the 
glory they experienced in the 2003 
National Championship. 

THRESHER RLE PHOTO 

After being drafted in the seventh round, Cole St.Clair turned down an offer 
from the Cleveland Indians and returned to Rice for his senior year. St. Clair 
will give up his closer duties this season to help anchor one of the deepest 
rotations in Rice history. 

"We always expect to get to 
Omaha, [home of the CWS]," Gra-
ham said. "That's the reason we've 
been there half the time out of the 
last 12 years. That's what you shoot 
for. But first, you have to win one 
game at a time, win the conference, 
and host [a regional.]" 

Starting pitchers 
Sophomore Ryan Berry, whose 

3.01 ERA, 125 strikeouts and 122.2 
innings pitched led the team last 
year, has emerged as the staff 
workhorse. Berry, who features a 90 
mile-per-hour fastball, slider, chan-
geup and knuckle-curve, returns as 
the staff ace and will start tonight's 
season opener against Long Beach 
State looking to improve on his 
freshman campaign. 

"The stuff isall there," Graham said. 
"There's no reason he couldn't have a 
year equal to or better than last" 

St.Clair, who maintained a 1.91 
ERA over 28.1 IP, makes the transi-
tion to the rotation following three 
seasons in the bullpen, during 
which he broke David Aardsma's 
(Baker '05) school record for career 
saves. He will probably pitch four 
or five innings in his first few starts 
and the team will evaluate his prog-
ress with each start. St.Clair has 
reached 90 mph with his fastball, 
indicating renewed arm strength 
but leaving room for continued 
improvement to reach his previous 
mid-90s velocity. 

Returning to round out the week-
end rotation, junior Matt I.angwell, 
who provided much-needed spot 
starts and long relief as needed 
last season, will have every op-
portunity to establish himself as a 
premier collegiate pitcher. Graham 
said Langwell's new pitching rep-
ertoire could put him on a whole 
new level. 

"Langwell's stuff is better than 
last year," Graham said. "He added 
a split-finger and he's got better 
command of his slider." 

With two mid-week games this 
season, Rice's traditionally deep 
pitching staff will be even more of 
an asset. Sophomore Mike Ojala im-
pressed during both fall and spring 
practices and should get regular 
mid-week starts. 

''Ojala looks like the most im-
proved pitcher on the staff," Graham 
commented. "He could become a 
top-notch pitcher." 

The final weekly starts will come 
from a group including Runnels, Kel-
ley, junior transfers Jordan Rogers 
and Lucas Luetge and freshman Matt 
Evers. Kelley has been inconsistent 
in practices but was at times a reli-
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One of the biggest hurdles the Owls will have to overcome this sesason is 
the departure of 10 members of the 2007 squad, including Joe Savery. The 
Philadelphia Phillies selected this lefty with the 19th pick in the 2007 Major 
League draft, giving him a $1.4 million signing bonus. Savery is currently 
stationed at Williamsport, Penn., in the New York-Penn League. 

able weekend starter last season. 
The development of his changeup 
will be key Rogers and Luetge 
feature tremendous movement on 
their pitches but have struggled with 
control and consistency. Runnels, a 
soft-tossing lefty, had perhaps the 
most impressive fall on the staff 
and has the ability to work several 
innings out of the bullpen or make 
the occasional spot start. 

"[Runnels] made an adjustment 
where he's throwing with better me-
chanics," Graham said. "That fixes 
everything: better curveball, better 
fastball, better deception." 

Bullpen 
The deep starting rotation allows 

the remaining starters to fall into use-
ful relief roles. In addition to Kelley, 
Rogers, Luetge, Evers and Runnels, 
Graham will have some intriguing 
options coming out of the bullpen. 
Junior Bryan Price has perhaps the 
most dominant repertoire on the 
staff, when he controls it — Price's 
wildness allowed his ERA to balloon 
to 7.84 last year. But with a 92-94 

mph fastball and a devastating hard 
slider, Price fits the closer's role 
perfectly for now. 

Despite normally playing infield, 
sophomore Diego Seastrunk saw 
innings last fall and this spring on 
the mound before arm soreness 
forced him off the mound for a few 
weeks. With a 92 mph fastball and 
solid curve, Seastrunk could see 
meaningful innings out of the bullpen 
if his arm can tolerate it. 

Redshirt junior Bobby Bell, re-
turning from Tommy John surgery, 
is on schedule for a mid-May return, 
providing another potentially valu-
able arm to an already deep staff. 

Catcher 
Redshirt junior Adam Zornes 

finally gets his chance behind the 
plate with the departure of three-year 
fixture Danny Lehmann, who was 
drafted last year in the eighth round 
by the Minnesota! wins. Plagued by 
inconsistency in the past, Zornes has 
tremendous power potential and is 
solid defensively. 

continued on next page 

R I C E B A S E B A L L BY THE N U M B E R S 

12 
Consecut ive 
conference titles 
(SWC, WAC and 
C USA) won by 
the Owls. 

6 7 22 125 13 
College World Se-
ries appearanc-
es in the Wayne 
Graham era, includ-
ing the 2003 CWS 
Championship. 

Career hits for 
Wayne Leon Gra-
ham in the Major 
Leagues. Graham 
played pro ball 
from 1963-64. 

Career saves for 
senior Cole St. 
Clair, a Rice record. 
St. Clair, who has 
two career starts 
in 85 appearances, 
will start Saturday's 
contest. 

Strikeouts recorded 
by sophomore Ryan 
Berry during the 
2007season,which, 
along with 122.2 in-
nings pitched, led 
the Owis. 

Home runs 
launched by ju-
nior Aaron Luna 
in 2007, which, 
along with a .570 
slugging pet., led 
the team. 
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"Zornes has the possibility of 
being one of the better catchers 
in college baseball," Graham said. 
"He's got all of the skills and power 
to b u r n . . . . We would like Zornes to 
catch as many games as he can." 

Behind Zornes, the situation gets 
a little hazy. In a somewhat surpris-
ing recent development, junior Jess 
Buenger, who batted .306with seven 
home runs last year as the team's 
regular second baseman, currently 
sits as the team's backup catching 
option after seeing some action 
behind the plate. F reshmen Nick 
DeBiasse and John Hale have ad-
equate bats and have made progress 
defensively, but may need another 
year before they are ready to assume 
a more significant role. 

Infield 
Senior J.P. P a d r o n c a m e on 

s t rong last June , f inishing with 
a .310 batting average and a .451 
slugging percentage, and continued 
to impress throughout the fall and 
spring practices. With t remendous 
power potential out of high school, 
Padron looks poised to be a major 
force in the middle of the Owls lineup. 
Originally a third baseman, he is 
more than capable of handling the 
regular duties at first base. 

When he 's not giving Zornes a 
day off, Buenger will spend most 
of his time at second base, where 
he provides an experienced offen-
sive threat. Buenger ' s double-play 

p a r t n e r will be f r e s h m a n Rick 
Hague, a highly touted high school 
recruit who will assume the regular 
shortstop duties. Already an out-
standing defender, Hague's develop-
ment at the plate has impressed 
the coaches. 

"The ability, the tools are there 
to play the position well, extremely 
well," Graham said. "Right now, he ' s 
[former Rice shortstop Paul] Janish 
with a bat." 

Seastrunk's impressive freshman 
campaign ended with a .304 batting 
average and .338 on-base percent-
age, and the sophomore will return 
to play third base in 2008. While he 
has struggled defensively at times, 
his offensive contributions are cer-
tainly worthwhile. 

R e d s h i r t s o p h o m o r e J i m m y 
Comerota , who had been stuck 
behind Brian Fr iday s ince the 
day he arrived on campus , has 
progressed into a viable player at 
any infield position and will see 
plenty of action between third, 
shor t , and second. 

"Comerota'sa Division-I ballplay-
er now," Graham says. "We're very 
fortunate to have a D-I ballplayer 
backing us up at three positions, 
and he can play them all average 
or better." 

Redshirt f reshman Abel Gonza-
lez and senior Jordan Dodson, whose 
eight home runs in 2(>07 were second 
on the team, will back up Padron at 
first, while freshman Michael Fudais 

another viable offensive or defensive 
option at second base. 

Outfield 
Coming off of a monster2007 sea-

son — a .315 batting average, a .570 
slugging percentage and 13 home 
runs — junior Aaron Luna re tu rns 
and will be expected to lead the Owls 
offensively. After jumping between 
left field and second base last season, 
he appears to have settled in left for 
the time being. 

Dodson will see the majority of 
the time in right field, but center 
field is a little more uncertain. Junior 
Jared Gayhart, who batted .339 last 
season in 165 at-bats, was forced 
into sharing time last season but is 
capable of producing in a regular 
lineup spot in center field. Also in 
the mix is f reshman Chad Mozingo, 
whose offensive potential and speed 
could allow him to be a force in the 
Owls lineup in future*seasons. 

Redshirt f reshman Doug Sim-
mons and senior Derek Meyers 
are adequate bats off the bench 
and defensive replacements in the 
late innings. Freshmen Nick Natale 
and Joseph Paylor are less polished 
but have blazing speed that will have 
some utility on this team. 

What does all of this mean 
for 2 0 0 8 ? 

I fthe ()wls hope to return to ()maha 
and have success at the C WS, Graham 
said there are three things that will 
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Senior Jordan Dodson will not only provide a presence at the plate — he batted .302 and belted eight home runs during 
his 2007 campaign — but will more than likely anchor right field as the Owls begin the 2008 season. 

need to come to pass for his team. 
'To have a successful season, 

three things need to happen: You 
need to stay reasonably healthy, 
you have to keep improving and 
you have to have a breakthrough or 
two surprise you with their growth," 
Graham said. "It wouldn't be such 
a surprise to us if Zornes were one 
of the top two or three catchers in 
college baseball, if Hague could 
become one of the top five [fresh-
men] shortstops, if Mozingo could 
be a bona fide division one star as 
a freshman, and if Ojala becomes a 
top-notch pitcher." 

Considering the relative youth 
of the team, improvement is almost 
inevitable. If Berry was an All-Amer-
ican as an 18-year-old f reshman, 
imagine what a more experienced 
Berry will take the mound for Game 
1 at Rosenblatt Stadium this year. 
Watch as St. Clair settles himself 
into a potentially unbeatable starting 

rotation. And there 's really no way of 
marking the f reshmen — give them 
100 at-bats against D-I pitching, then 
come to a conclusion. 

While both improvement and 
su rp r i ses a re near ly inevitable, 
health is always a wild card. How-
ever, despite less than 100 percent 
from St. Clair and Joe Saver y — w h o 
was drafted with the 19th pick by 
the Philadelphia Phillies — last 
year Rice m a d e its sixth CWS 
appearance of the Graham era. 
Depth and flexibility help overcome 
health issues, and the 2008 squad 
has both. 

"There's never been a team that's 
more unproven," Graham said. "We 
feel like we have great potential and 
more flexibility than normal, but 
it's all in the proving. We're ready 
to get out and find out what we've 
really got." 

2008 RICE BASEBALL SCHEDULE 
February 
22 Long Beach State (8:30 p.m.) 26 TAMU-CC (4 p.m.) 
23 Long Beach State (4 p.m.) 27 •Houston (4 p.m.) 
24 Long Beach State (3 p.m.) 29 %Oklahoma (Noon) 

March 
l %Texas (7 p.m.) 16 Winthrop (1 p.m.) 
2 %Texas Tech (2:30 p.m.) 17 Winthrop (6:30 p.m.) 
4 Sam Houston St. (6:30 p.m.) 19 LA-Lafeyette (6:30 p.m.) 
5 Dallas Baptist (6 p.m.) 21 •Marshall (6 p.m.) 
7 #Michigan State (4:30 p.m.) 22 •Marshall (6 p.m.) 
8 ^Western Carolina (1 p.m.) 23 •Marshall (11 a.m.) 
9 #Creighton (1 p.m.) 25 Texas St. (6:30 p.m.) 
11 Texas (6:30 p.m.) 26 •Houston (6:30 p.m.) 
12 TAMU-CC (7 p.m.) 28 'Southern Miss (6:30 p.m.) 
14 Winthrop (6:30 p.m.) 29 ^Southern Miss (2 p.m.) 
15 Winthrop (2 p.m.) 30 'Southern Miss (1 p.m.) 

April 
l Texas (6:05 p.m.) 15 Texas A&M (6:30 p.m.) 
2 Dallas Baptist (6:30 p.m.) 16 Prairie View A&M (6:30 p.m.) 
4 •Memphis (6:30 p.m.) 18 •East Carolina (6:30 p.m.) 
5 •Memphis (2 p.m.) 19 'East Carolina (2 p.m.) 
6 •Memphis (Noon) 20 'East Carolina (1 p.m.) 
8 Lamar (6:30 p.m.) 22 Sam Houston St. (6:30 p.m.) 
1 1 *UAB (6:30 p.m.) 25 •UCF (5:30 p.m.) 
12 •UAB (2 p.m.) 26 •UCF (5:30 p.m.) 
13 *UAB (Noon) 27 •UCF (Noon) 

May 
6 Texas St. (7 p.m.) 15 •Tulane (6:30 p.m.) 
7 Oklahoma State (6:30 p.m.) 16 •Tulane (6:30 p.m.) 
9 •Houston (6:30 p.m.) 17 •Tulane (2 p.m.) 
10 •Houston (2 p.m.) 21-25 C-USA Tournament 
1 1 •Houston ( 1 p.m.) 30-31 NCAA Regionals 

June 
l NCAA Regionals 14-25 College World Series 
6-8 NCAA Super Regionals 

Bold denotes home games at Reckling Park 
* denotes Conference USA games 
% denotes Minute Maid Park College Classic 
# denotes Rice Classic 
College World Series takes place in Omaha, Neb. 

RICE B A S E B A L L BY THE NUMBERS 

$1.4 
MILLION 

Signing bonus for 
Joe Savery, who 
went to the Phila-
delphia Phillies as 
the 19th pick in the 
2007 MLB draft. 

32-4 27x58 39 25 3.11 
Combined record of 
Savery, Ryne Tack-
er, Bobby Bramhall, 
Scott Lonergan and 
Kyle Gunderson, 
all of whom turned 
pro after the 2007 
season. 

Dimensions of Reck-
ling Park's newly in-
stalled Wendel D. Ley 
scoreboard, which 
c o m p l e m e n t s the 
brand-new, padded 
outfield wall. 

The Owls' current 
winning streak at 
Reckling Park. 

The Owls'current win-
ning streak against 
C-USA opponents. 
Rice is 44-4 all-time 
in regular season 
C-USA play. 

Combined GPAofthe 
baseball team during 
2007 season. Rice's 
three Academic All-
Americans—Tacker, 
Brian Friday and Dan-
ny Lehmann — were 
drafted in 2007. 



B4 THE RICE THRESHER BASEBALL 2008 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22,2008 

o 
Position: P 
B/T: S/R 
H / W : 6 -4 /195 

Exp: RS JR/2L 
Hometown: Aledo, Tex. 
High School: Country Day 

yan 2 

Position: P 
B/T: R / R 

H/W: 6-1/195 
k • • P M Exp: SO/iL 

Hometown: Humble, Tex. 
High School: Humble 

Buenge 
Position: 2B/C 
B/T: S /R 

H/W: 5-11/180 
E x p : JR/IL 

Hometown: Bellville, Tex. 
Prev. College: Texas A&M 
High School: Bellville 

J i m m y : / ' 2 

Comerota 
Position: IF 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-1/175 
Exp: RS SO/iL 

Hometown: Missouri City, Tex. 
High School: Hightower 

Jared 1 0 

Gayhart 
Position: OF/P 
B/T: L/R 
H/W: 6-3/195 
Exp: JR/iL 

Hometown: Katy, Tex. 
Prev. College: San Jacinto 
High School: Katy 

Abel 
Gonzales 
Position: P/iB 
B/T: L /L 

H/W: 6-1/180 
4 S H H H I Exp: RS FR 

Hometown: Houston, Tex. 
High School: St. Thomas 

Rick X J L 

Hague 
Position: SS 
B/T: R /R 

H/W: 6-2/185 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Spring, Tex. 
High School: Klein Collins 

John 

Hale 
Position: C 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 5-9/170 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Houston, Tex. 
High School: Lamar 

Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-3/215 
Exp: JR/iL 

Hometown: College Station 
Prev. College: Sam Houston St. 

Lucas 4gm 

Luetge 
Position: P 
B/T: L/L 
H/W: 6-3/195 
Exp: JR/Tr 

Hometown: Industry, Tex. 
Prev. College: San Jacinto 

Aaron 

Luna 
Position: LF 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 5-11/200 
Exp: JR/2L 

Hometown: Southlake, Tex. 
High School: Carroll 

msm, 
McD 
Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-6/220 
Exp: SR/3L l l | f 

Hometown: Houston, Tex. 
High School: Bellaire Episcopal 

High School: A&M Consolidated High School: Bellville 

J . P . 

Padron 
Position: 1B/3B 
B/T: R/R 

H/W: 6-1/210 
EXP: SR/ IL 

Hometown: League City, Tex. 
Prev. College: San Jacinto 
High School: Clear Creek 

Joseph J I 

Paylor 
Position: OF 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 5-10/155 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Dallas, Tex. 
High School: Hillcrest 

Bryan 

Price 
Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-4/200 
Exp: JR/2L 

Hometown: Marble Falls, Tex. 
High School: Marble Falls 

Jordan | J 

Rogers 
Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-2/190 
Exp: JR/Tr 

Hometown: Dayton, Tex. 
Prev. College: San Jacinto 
High School: Dayton 

Garrett R 

Tinsley 
Position: C 
B/T: S/R 
H/W: 5-9/170 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Ft. Myers, Fla. 
High School: Ft. Myers 

Travis 

Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-6/180 
Exp:RS FR 

Hometown: Paris, Tex. 
High School: Paris 

Adam 3 0 
Zornes 
Position: C 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-1/215 
Exp: RS JR/2L 

Hometown: Houston, Tex. 
High School: St. Thomas 

Wayne "% / 

Graham 
Head Coach 
Career: Graham 
boasts a 740-274 

i WtKBm record in 16 seasons, 
along with 12-straight conference 
championships and Rice's lone 
national title. 
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Position: iB/C 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-2/225 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Lawrence, Kan. 
High School: Lawrence 

•"Wi 
Jordan 

Dodson 
Position: OF/P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-1/205 
Exp: SR/3L 

Hometown: Woodlands, Tex. 
High School: Woodlands 

iifll 
K B 
U j 

mm J § ; 

Matt X 2 

Evers 
Position: P 
B/T: L/L 
H/W: 6-3/205 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Houston, Tex. 
High School: Stratford 

Michael 

Fuda 
Position: 2B 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-0/190 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Katy, Tex. 
High School: Katy 

Andy 
Hamilton 
Position: P 
B/T: L/L 
H/W: 6-8/280 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Metarie, Louis. 
High School: Jesuit 

Zack 
Harwood 
Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-1/185 
Exp: RS FR 

Hometown: Groves, Tex. 
High School: Port Neches 

smm§ 
Mark 

Haynes 
Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-2/185 
Exp: RS SO 

Hometown: Sugar Land, Tex. 
High School: Austin 

Chris 

Kelley 
Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-1/180 
Exp: SR/iL 

Hometown: Sugar Land, Tex. 
Prev. College: San Jacinto 
High School: Kempner 1 

Chad 

Mozingo 
Position: CF 
B/T: L/L 
H/W: 5-11/185 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Spring, Tex. 
High School: Klein 

Derek 

Myers 
Position: OF 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 5-9/170 
Exp: SR/3L 

Hometown: Bellaire, Tex. 
High School: Bellaire 

Natale 
Position: OF 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-1/175 
Exp: FR/HS 

Hometown: Livingston, N.J. 
High School: Seton Hall Prep 

A/like JL, 

Ojala 
Position: P 
B/T: R/R 
H/W: 6-2/185 
Exp: SO/iL 

Hometown: Kingwood, Tex. 
High School: Kingwood 

Jonathan 

Runnels 
Position: P 
B/T: L/L 
H/W: 6-1/170 
Exp: SR/iL 

Hometown: Pasadena, Tex. 
Prev. College: San Jacinto 
High School: Sam Rayburn 

_ Diego 
Seastrunk 
Position: 3B/P 
B/T: S/R 
H/W: 5-10/180 
Exp: SO/iL 

Hometown: Channelview, Tex. 
High School: Channelview 

Doug 
Simmons 
Position: OF 
B/T: L/L 
H/W: 6-1/205 
Exp: RS FR 

Hometown: Kingwood, Tex. 
High School: Kingwood 

1 

Cole LLdl 

St.Clair 
Position: P 
B/T: L/L 
H/W: 6-5/225 
Exp: SR/3L 

Hometown: Santa Ana, Calif. 
High School: Foothill 

* 
Patrick!!!!! O 
Hallmark 
Hitting Coach 
Career: A former 
Owl catcher, Hall-
mark returned 

to Rice three years ago to 
marked achievement — the 
Owls averaged 7.3 runs-per-
game in 2007. 

David 

Pierce 
Pitching Coach 
Career: Pierce 
has spent six 
years as the Owls' 

pitching and bench coach. 
Last year, his staff's 3.04 ERA 
ranked 4th in the country. 

I 
Mike (% 

Taylor 
Assistant Coach 
Career: Taylor is 
in his 8th season 
with Rice, where 

he coaches hitting and de-
fense, as well as first base 
during games. 

Daniel 

Watson 
Student Manager 
A Houston native, 
Watson is a Will 
Rice sophomore. 
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BASEBALL AMERICA RANKINGS (TOP 15) 
Team 

1. UCLA 

2. Arizona 

3. Vanderbilt 

4. Mississippi 

5. North Carolina 

6. Missouri 

7. Oregon State 

8. Michigan 

9. Arizona State 

10. Miami 

11. San Diego 

12. South Carolina 

13. Long Beach Sta1 

14. Rice 

15. Baylor 

2007 Record Final 2007 Rank 

33-28 22 

42-17 Not ranked 

54-13 6 

40-25 17 

57-16 2 

42-18 24 

49-18 1 

42-19 19 

49-15 5 

37-24 Not ranked 

43-18 18 

i 46-20 10 

te 39-20 Not ranked 

56-14 3 

35-27 Not ranked 

\ 
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National foes join Rice on quest for Omaha 
Perhaps the only certainty about 

the new college baseball season 
is that its outcome is uncertain. 
Unlike previous years when a 
clear favorite emerged before the 
first pitch was thrown, every 2008 
preseason poll ranks a different 
team at the top. Not only is talent 
spread across the nation, but many 
top programs lost key players 
to the Major League Baseball 
draft. Despite the apparent parity, 
Rice's attempt at a second national 
championship will most likely be 
tested by several talented teams. 

Vanderbilt University lost ace 
David Price as the top pick in last 
year's draft, but third baseman 
Pedro Alvarez, who batted .386 
with 18 home runs in 2007, 
should help the Commodores 
compensate at the plate. 
Vanderbilt's lineup also features 
two of the top outfielders in the 
nation, senior Dominic de la Osa 
and junior Ryan Flaherty, each 
of whom are ranked first-team 
Ail-Americans by at least one 
national publication. Sophomore 
Mike Minor, who compiled a 

3.09 ERA and 88 strikeouts last 
season, anchors the weakened 
yet still strong pitching staff. 

Despite being unranked at the 
end of last season, the University 
of California-Los Angeles has 
potentially the most talented team 
in the nation, leading Baseball 
America to place the Bruins at 
the top of its preseason rankings. 
However, Arizona State University 
might have the strongest case 
for the top ranking. If Alvarez 
isn't the nation's best hitter, the 
Sun Devils' junior Brett Wallace 
will stake the claim: He hit a 
scorching .404 with 16 home runs 
last season. Wallace's teammates, 
catcher Petey Parainore and 
starter Josh Satow, are both 
featured on more than one All-
American first-team as well. 

The University of Arizona's 
Preston Guilmet and the University 
of San Diego's Brian Matusz, with 
ERAs of 1.87 and 2.85, respectively, 
lead perhaps the strongest 
pitching staffs in the country. The 
University of Missouri's Aaron 
Crow is also expected to be taken 

early in the draft and will keep the 
Tigers in contention all season. 

The University of North 
Carolina, the team that knocked 
the Owls out of contention in 
the 2007 College World Series, 
return Dustin Ackley, Alex White 
and Tim Federowicz, all of whom 
earned spots on at least one All-
American team. 

Traveling east, the University of 
Miami lineup features Ail-American 
outfielder Dennis Raben, first 
baseman Yonder Alonso and Jemile 
Weeks, all of whom faced Rice in the 
College World Series as freshmen 
in 2006. Now juniors, the trio are 
expected to carry the Hurricanes 
back to Omaha, Neb., in June. 

While all of the aforementioned 
teams are potential CWS foes, 
there is one top 25 team that the 
Owls will face multiple times in 
the regular season. The University 
of Texas returns outfielders Kyle 
Russell, who set the Texas single-
season home run record last year 
with 28, and Jordan Danks. Both 
Iomghorns earned All-American 
honors last season. 

"1 

SCOUTING CONFERENCE USA 

i 

Twelve straight conference 
titles may seem 
impressive, but will 13 
be tougher yet? With two 
other C-USA members in 
Basebail America's 
top 25 — No. 22 Tulane 
and No. 24 East Carolina 
— the Owls could have 
their work cut out for them 
when conference play 
begins. Here's a rundown 
of the Owls' competition, 
in addition to approximate 
geographic locations: 

V , 

S | —k 

Houston Cougars 

Memphis Tigers 

2007 record: 36-27 
C-USA: 12-12 (tied-4tty 
Postseason: Lost to Austin Peay in 
NCAA Regional 
Outlook: After returning to the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time since 
1994, the Tigers will r ide their 
deep pitching staff, which includes 
Memphis' all-time saves leader Matt 
Yokley, in the hopes of returning to the 
postseason. 

Marshall Thundering Herd 

2007 record: 21-32 
C-USA: 5-18 (9th) 
Postseason: none 
Outlook: Despite their dismal 2007 
campaign, the Thundering Herd are 
returning 12 lettermen — seven posi-
tion players and five pitchers — and 
look to utilize their depth to improve 
on their record. 

Alabama-Birmingham Blazers East Carolina Pirates 

2007 record: 28-28 
C-USA: 12-12 (tied-4th) 
Postseason: Lost to UCF in C-USA 
Tournament 
Outlook: Sophomore pitcher Wes 
Musick posted a 3.00 ERA over 93 
innings in 2007, enough to garner 
honors from three separate Freshman 
All-America teams, and will be the ace 
of a talented pitching corps. 

r 
s 
) 

Southern Miss Golden Eagles 

2007 record: 39-2> 
C-USA: 14-10 (3rd? 
Postseason: Lostto Sam Houston State 
in NCAA Regional! 
Outlook. Tho«(ia«en Eagles' pitch-
ing was second irr C-USA in ERA last 
year, and with eight returning hurlers 
Southern Miss' m^und prowess will 
not be lacking. 

2 0 0 7 rec9£Jfc£33 
C-USA: 12-12 | ied-4th) 
Postseason: Ldfct to Southern Miss 
in C-USA Tournament 
Outlook: Despitetosingfive starting 
position players including two 
2007 All-C-USA firstteam honorees, 
the Blazers will have major holes to 
fill across the boar® 

\ 

A 

Carolina 

2007 record: 40-23 
C-USA: 14-9 (2nd) 
Postseason: Lost to 
in NCAA Regional 
Outlook: If anyone wil l give the Owls 

\ run for their m o r a / it will be the 
Pirates. Look for senior outfielder Har-
risorf£ldridte and senior starter T.J. 
Hose, Dot 1 ^ 0 0 7 All-C-USA first-team 
members jp lead ECU. 

Central Florida Golden Knights 

Tulane Green Wave 

2007 record: 34-26 
C-USA: 9 15 (7th) 
Postseason: none 
Outlook: The Green 
home games on the 
for the first time since 2005 and will 
look to senior pitcher Shooter Hunt, a 
2007 first-team All-C-USA member, for 
a return to sucess. 

20077ecord:m2%32 \ 
C-USA: 7-17 (8th) 
Postseason: none 
Outlook: With eight returning posi-
tion players and first basefaan Kiko 
Vazquez, a 2007 All-C-USA first team 
honoree, the golden Knights Should 
rebound from last year's rough confer-
ence play. I 

h -f 

Wave will play 
Tulane campus 

\ 

x \ 
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Cla^s of 2007 one of best in Rice's history 
Successful co l l ege baseball pro-

grams constantly risk los ing key 
talent to the big leagues , and Rice is 
no exception.-14 Rice baseball play-
ers were se lected in Major League 
Baseball's Rule IV Amateur Draft 
June 8 and 10 of those s igned con-
tracts and began their professional 
baseball careers after the conclu-
sion of the Col lege World Series. 

Joe Savery, a fixture on the 
mound, at first base and at the plate 
for the Owls for the past three sea-
sons, was se lected 19th overall by 
the Philadelphia Phillies and agreed 
to a $1.4 million s igning bonus with 
the team. Savery posted a 2.73 ERA 
with 22 strikeouts in 26.1 innings 
for the Will iamsport Crosscutters, 
one of the Phillies' Low A-ball orga-
nizations, in his first season. 

Not far behind Savery, short-
stop Brian Friday was selected 
98th overall by the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates. He hit .295 with a .371 on-
base percentage in 40 g a m e s for 
the State Col lege Spikes of the NY-
Penn l e a g u e . 

Centerfielder Tyler Henley and 
catcher Danny Lehmann were each 
drafted in the e ighth round, Hen-
ley by the St. Louis Cardinals and 
Lehmann by the Minnesota Twins. 
Reliever Bobby Bramhall was se-
lected by the Milwaukee Brew-
ers in the 18th round, and C-USA 
Pitcher of the Year Ryne Tacker 
(Baker '06) went to the Oakland 
Athletics in the 34th round. 

A few noticeable Owls were 
drafted last June but decided to 
return to campus, hoping to raise 

their stock for potential major 
league suitors as they help lead 
Rice through the 2008 season. 
Closer Cole St. Clair, w h o battled 
arm injuries last s eason that limited 
him to 28.1 innings, turned down 
an offer from the Cleveland Indians 
as the team's seventh-round pick. 
Catcher Adam Zornes, se lec ted in 
the 24th round, also turned down 
an offer from the Indians. 

Rel iever Jon Runnels , w h o 
was drafted in the 29th round 
by the Toronto Blue Jays, domi-
nated this fall and l o o k s to fill 
Bramhal l 's s h o e s a s a dominant 
lefty reliever. Rounding out the 
re turning draf tees will b e starter 
Chris Kelley, w h o w a s c h o s e n by 
the Arizona D i a m o n d b a c k s in the 
34th round. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Pitchers 
David Aardsma* 
Josh Baker 
Philip Barzilla* 
Kenny Baugh 
Bobby Bramhall 
Tim Byrdak* 
Bryce Cox 
Craig Crow 
Justin Crowder 
Eddie Degerman 
Josh Geer 
Kyle Gunderson 
Marc Gwyn* 
Phillip Humber* 
Scott Lonergan 
Jeff Niemann* 
Lance Pendleton 
Mario Ramos 
Joe Savery* 
Ryne Tacker 
Wade Townsend 

Pitchers 
Eric Arnold 
Lance Berkman* 
Hunter Brown 
Greg Buchanan 
Bubba Crosby* 
Jose Cruz Jr. 
Jose Enrique Cruz 
Brian Friday 
Tyler Henley 
Paul Janish 
Danny Lehmann 
Chad Lembeck . 
Adam Morris 
Mark Quinn 
Travis Reagan 
Josh Rodriguez 
Adam Rodgers 
Justin Ruchti 
Vincent Sinisi 
Craig Stansberry 

Organization/Level 
Boston/MLB 
Brevard County/High-A 
Tacoma/AAA 
Albuquerque/AAA 
West Virginia/A 
Detroit/MLB 
Portland/AA 
Bakersfield/High-A 
Midland/AA 
Palm Beach/High-A 
Portland/AAA 
Gulf Coast/SS-A 
Los Angeles/MLB 
Mlnnesota/MLB 
Pawtucket/AAA 
Durham/AAA 
Gulf Coast/SS-A 
Sacramento/AAA 
Williamsport/Low-A 
Did not play 
Columbus/A 

Organization/Level 
New Hampshire/AA 
Houston/MLB 
Tacoma/AAA 
Lexington/A 
Tacoma Rainiers/AAA 
Round Rock/AAA 
Binghamton/AA 
State College/Low-A 
Quad City/A 
Louisville/AAA 
Elizabethton/SS-A 
Casper/SS-A 
State College/Low-A 
Charlotte/AAA 
DNP 
Kinston/High-A 
Quad City/A 
San Antonio/AA 
Portland/AAA 
San Diego/MLB 

MLB Affiliate Last 
Boston Red Sox 
Milwaukee Brewers 
Seattle Mariners 
Florida Marlins 
Milwaukee Brewers 
Detroit Tigers 
Boston Red Sox 
Texas Rangers 
Oakland Athletics 
St. Louis Cardinals 
San Diego Padres 
Washington Nationals 
Los Angeles Angels 
Minnesota Twins 
Boston Red Sox 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays 
New York Yankees 
Oakland Athletics 
Philadelphia Phillies 
Oakland Athletics 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays 

MLB Affiliate Last 
Toronto Blue Jays 
Houston Astros 
Seattle Mariners 
Houston Astros 
Seattle Mariners 
Houston Astros 
New York Mets 
Pittsburgh Pirates 
St. Louis Cardinals 
Cincinatti Reds 
Minnesota Twins 
Colorado Rockies 
St. Louis Cardinals 
Chicago White Sox 
Washington Nationals 
Cleveland Indians 
St. Louis Cardinals 
Seattle Mariners 
San Diego Padres 
San Diego Padres 

year at Rice 
2003 
2004 
2001 
2001 
2007 
1994 
2006 
2006 
2002 
2006 
2005 
2007 
200.0 
2004 
2007 
2004 
2005 
1999 
2007 
2007 
2004 

year at Rice 
2002 
1997 
2002 
2006 
1998 
1995 
2003 
2007 
2007 
2004 
2007 
2007 
2005 
1995 
2007 
2006 
2005 
2003 
2003 
2003 

Players l is ted w i th 2 0 0 8 club; * denotes players on 40 -man roster 

SS-A deno tes shor t -season A bal l 

SEVEN QUESTIONS FOR: CRAIG STANSBERRY 
When it comes to memorable moments in the history of Rice 
athletics, the baseball team's 2003 College World Series win has 
to be at the top. And no one was closer to the action than Craig 
Stansberry (Baker '06), the third baseman who made the final put-
out against Stanford University to secure the Rice's first national 
championship in any sport. 

As the only Major Leaguer to have been born in Saudi Arabia — his 
father was a contractor — Stansberry, a fifth-round draft pick of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in 2003, cracked the Major Leagues last fall and 
batted .286 as a September call-up for the San Diego Padres. The 
Saudi Arabian native also received a spot in the 2007 All-Star Futures 
Game, showcasing his talents on the World team among the rest 
of the Major League's top prospects. Stansberry sat down with the 
Thresher's Casey Michel last July to talk about his memories, his 
future and head coach Wayne Graham's dancing abilities. 

CM: Going into the final against Stanford, two outs in the ninth, ground 
ball comes your way, what's going through your mind? 

CS: It was really... pretty surreal. Seeing the ground ball bouncing 
towards me, it was in slow motion. Everything was just, kind of, 

very strange. And then I let go of the ball and it was 
slow motion going across the mound. And 

everythingafter that I don't really 
remember. 

CM: Is it possible to put 
what you felt, at that mo-
ment, into words? 0-

CS: I don't know if it's pos-
sible. Euphoria's a great word: 

It's just this release of joy. Being out there 
with yourteam, and accomplishing that, it's 

pretty tough to put into words. 

CM: Besides the 2003 championship, what 
else is right up there at the top of your ac-

complishments? 

CS: You know, as far as a single accomplishment, I've won a short-
season championship and some other tournament championships, 
but those don't really compare to the national championship at Rice, 
because it is a national championship. It was a different feel there. 
Personally, the fact that I'm still playing, still progressing and getting 
better, making my way to the big leagues [is an accomplishment]. 

CM: How was it playing in the Futures game? 

CS: It was great; it was really exciting. I was pretty surprised when I found 
out, especially playing for the World team. But it was a great deal — it 
was as much fun as I thought it'd be. It was a nice honor to have. 

CM: At 25, you were the oldest one out there on the field by a couple 
of years. How did that make you feel? 

CS: That's why I was surprised going into it. But I didn't really worry 
about it. I was glad to be there, and once you get there, you can't tell 
one guy's age from another. It's all just a bunch of ballplayers blending 
in. Before I was there, I thought "Oh well, I'm one of the older ones," 
but once I got there I fit right in. 

CM: You were on the World team because you were born in Saudi 
Arabia, and it sounds like you would be the first Saudi 
Arabian to make it to the Major Leagues, even though 
you only lived there for three months. Has the im-
portance of that ever played a motivating factor in 
your career, or has it just been a sidenote? 

CS: Sidenote. I mean, it is what it is. I'm not 
Saudi Arabian, I didn't grow up there, so as far 
as that goes, it's just a sidenote. 

CM: Did you see that 6 [foot[, 8 [inch] kid who 
played for Saudi Arabia in the Little League 
World Series last year? 

CS: Yeah 
Leagues. 

I gotta beat him to the Big 

CM: I 'm sure you've seen the clips of you guys 
winning it all in '03, including the moment when 
Graham came sprinting out of the dugout, arms 
raised. Where does that rank on your list of all-time 
greatest celebration dances? 

CS: I've seen some funny ones here and there, 
but as far as it being Coach Graham, it's gotta 
be at the top. 

37 
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DAVID ROSALES/THRESHF.R 

Martel College senior Mithun Mansinghani and Martel junior Zach Marshall were placed on the ballot just before the debate. 
The duo is running on a platform of reducing SA power and giving the colleges more of a controlling role in campus-wide affairs. 

Baker also said the SA needs to con-
tinue to build a relationship between 
itself and the college presidents. 

Whitfield asked, in a follow-up 
question to Mansinghani and Mar-
shall, what it meant to give more 
power back to the students. 

Mansinghani said this meant to 
have the colleges be an active force 
within the SA to have say in things 
like a blanket-tax increase. 

"It would have to be approved 
by college governments individu-
ally before being put on the ballot," 
Mansinghani said. 

A f t e r a f i v e - m i n u t e b r e a k , 
Whitfield r e sumed the debate by 
quizzing the candidates on specifics 
regard ing how the SA functions. 
All t h r e e c a n d i d a t e s c o r r e c t l y 
answered the quest ions . 

The moderators then asked each 
candidate questions individually. Giv-
en Baker's experience in RPC, Mintz 
asked Baker what she did to help RPC 
when it had problems with its budget 
and with hosting Rondelet. 

Baker said she tried to increase 
attendance by telling people how 
great the events are and encouraging 
them to attend. 

Mintz then asked Youn about 
Brown College's pub night that was 
at first themed "Brown College Pub 
Night: The Matt Youn Experience." 
The theme was deemed a violation 
of the elections code for exceeding 
the $35 allotted for each campaign. 
Mintz asked Youn if he agreed that it 
was a violation and, if so, why he let 
his name be used in the title. 

Youn said he agreed that it should 
not be allowed. He said the idea for 
the pub night was brought up last 
semester but was canceled so the 
Brown Socials tried to host it this 
semester without knowing it was 
not allowed. 

Mintz then asked Mansinghani 
and Marshall about t heir campaign of 
weakening the SA and emphasizing 
the power of the residential colleges. 
Mintz mentioned that the two had 
never been to a SA meeting before 
turning in their bid for SA president. 
He asked them to explain what they 
mean when they say the SA over-
reaches its boundaries. 

Mansinghani answered that he 
actually does not feel that the SA 
is overreaching its boundaries and 
could in fact do more for the students. 
He said that the SA is out of touch 
with the student body. 

"We feel colleges still are and 
will continue to be more in touch 
with their constituencies at the SA," 
Mansinghani said. 

"We're streamlining it and making 
it a more effective tool for students," 

Marshall added. 
The moderators then moved on 

to questions submitted by audience 
members. Whitfield asked the candi-
dates how they would envision using 
the SA budget and where the majority 
of the money would go. 

Baker said she thinks students 
should tell the SA how to use the 
budget. She also said she wants to 
streamline the activities of the SA. 

Marshall said he and Mansing-
han i t h i n k t h e c o l l e g e s cou ld 
most effectively spend the money. 
Mansinghani said in the end, he and 
Marshall want the colleges to decide 
what the budget is used on. He said 
many students did not know what 
was on the SA's budget. 

"In the end, we need to go to the 
s tudents for approval," Mansing-
hani said. 

Youn said one reason the SA spent 
a lot this year was because there was 
a lot of money from previous years. 
He said he wants to work on a new 
budget for next year. 

"[We need to be] stricter about 
how m u c h m o n e y we'l l s p e n d 
throughout the year instead of using 
it for things that won't be of much 
use," Youn said. 

'I've been doing that 
since I've been here, 
and I'll continue to 
do that next year. 
Whatever you guys 
want to focus on, we 
can.' 

— Sarah Baker 
Lovett College junior 

Mintz asked the candidates how 
their campaigns reflected their de-
sires to elicit student input. 

Youn said he plans to visit all nine 
colleges to discuss with students 
what he believes in and wants to do 
for the SA. 

"During this campaign, I've been 
hearing about what students want," 
Youn said. 

Baker said she has been going 
to various colleges to eat lunch and 
attend cabinet meetings. 

"I've also tried to be very visible 
to make sure everyone knows who 1 
am so they can come to me and say, 
'Hey, you guys are not doing what 
we want you to do.'" 

Marshall said he and Mansing-
hani solicit student input because 
they somet imes feel like passing 
things through the SA is an arbi-
trary process. 

Whitfield asked the candidates 
what role they envisioned the SA 
senators and college pres idents 
playing in the SA in the future as 
representatives of the colleges. 

Mansinghani said senators were 
one of the best features of the SA. 

"We think college pres iden ts 
and senators kind of know what 's 
go ing on with the i r co l l eges , " 
Mansinghani said. "We would like to 
go back to individual governments 
as far as deciding what to do with 
policy issues." 

Youn said he thinks it is impor-
tant to s trengthen the role of sena-
tors and communicate more with 
the student body to find out what 
they want. 

Baker said she thinks of college 
presidents as partners in making 
Rice a better campus. 

"The SA can handle a lot of big 
campus issues," Baker said. "But 
we really need to work with college 
presidents to make sure students 
have a high quality of life here." 

She also said senators need to 
get people excited about the SA and 
encourage them to come to the SA 
with their problems. 

Mintz asked the c a n d i d a t e s 
what specific th ings aside f rom 
lunches and mee t ings they will 
do in the first four weeks of their 
presidency to improve the inter-
action between the SA and the 
residential col leges. 

Marshall said he would like to 
hold SA meetings in residential col-
leges. Mansinghani said he would 
like to attend other college cabinet 
meetings. 

Baker said she th inks f lyers 
should be posted and s t u d e n t s 
should be excited about SA from 
Orientat ion Week to encou rage 
people to come to meetings. 

Youn said he wants to encour-
age more interaction between SA 
officials and also the senators and 
college presidents so that students 
can be more excited about the SA in 
the long run. 

Because the SA spent most of 
its excess money left over f rom 
previous years in the past two years, 
next year's SA will only start with 
the blanket tax income instead of 
a blanket tax income plus $10,00(). 
Whitfield asked the candidates how 
they planned to compensate for this 
while maintaining the effectiveness 
of the SA. 

Baker said it is important to work 

with the treasurer and set a budget 
at the beginning of the year. 

"We need to get input in April so 
we do things for the rest of the year 
that you guys want," Bakersaid. "We 
need to make sure what we do is 
great, and we're not trying to spread 
our resources too far." 

Youn said it is impor tan t for 
the SA to use its money wisely 
and see what s tuden t s want to do 
with the money. He said the SA 
propaga ted many c h a n g e s th i s 
year that did not requi re as much 
money like communica t ing with 
the administrat ion. 

"It is important as a result of the 
budget that we need to work with 
organizations which I think is the 
true nature of the SA," Youn said. "I 
think we need to not be alone doing 
our own shindig and work with other 
organizations so they say, 'Hey, we 
want to join, too."' 

Marshall said he thinks a small 
budget would be effective. Mansing-
hani said most students do not know 
how the SA has spent money in a way 
that has affected them. 

T h e m o d e r a t o r s t hen a sked 
specific candidates specific audi-
ence-submitted questions. Mintz 
asked a ques t ion for Marsha l l 
and Mansinghani regarding their 
platform. He asked how decentral-
ization of power, talent and money 
could make a student 's life better 
and what specifically colleges would 
do with resources. 

Marshall said people have a hard 
time coming up with ten things the 
SA has done for them. He said people 
have a much easier time coming up 
with things that their respective col-
leges have done for them. 

"We're not destroying the SA, 
just making the SA more effective," 
Marshall said. 

Whitfield asked Youn how he 
responds to the claim that Brown Col-
lege dominates the SA and is there-
fore unfairly dominating things. 

Youn said he does not think the 
statement is t rue and that it is impor-
tant Brown is not the only college 
involved in the SA. 

"We need to transcend that and 
focus on what every college wants," 
Youn said. "The SA is all about the 
nine colleges and getting what the 
students want as a whole .... Hope-
fully, next year all nine colleges will 
be strong [in the SA]." 

In response to an earlier state-
ment from Baker saying that the SA's 
polls were "flawed" or "skewed," an 

audience member wrote a question 
that asked how the polls were set 
up this year and how they could be 
changed to be more effective. 

Baker said the r e su l t s were 
skewed but not flawed. She said that 
the voter tallies were usually domi-
nated by one or two colleges, usually 
the north colleges. She said this was 
problematic when the SA uses the 
poll results to make resolutions. She 
suggested this be fixed by making 
sure voters in the south colleges are 
voting on the resolutions. 

Whitfield read aloud another 
audience-submitted question asking 
Marshall if he was still running for 
treasurer of Martel and, if so, how he 
plans on balancing the duties of SA 
president and Martel treasurer. 

Marshall said he is running with 
Martel sophomore Aubrey Sansing 
for the position. The two have been 
since elected t reasurer by Martel. 
Marshall said if he were elected SA 
president, he would not be treasurer 
of Martel and instead would allow 
Sansing to take the position. 

The debate ended with the can-
didates making two-minute closing 
remarks. 

Youn said it is impor tant for 
the SA president to communicate 
with students as well as implement 
actions. 

"I think I'm the strongest candi-
date, and I have concrete ideas," Youn 
said. "I'm not just going to give you 
rhetoric. I think I have the best abili-
ties to figure out how to communicate 
with the administration." 

Marshall said he and Mansing-
hani wanted the residential colleges 
to be mediums for change. 

"We feel the SA has a very impor-
tant role: to work with the colleges 
for this change," Marshall said. 

Baker said students should vote 
for her because she has done a lot 
for the SA while being external vice 
president including Homecorrjng, 
Families' Weekend and Take Me 
Out to the Ball Game. She said 
she thinks it is important students 
elect a president who will represent 
them well. 

"I've been doing that since I've 
been here, and I'll continue to do that 
next year," Baker said. "Whatever 
you guys want to focus on, we can. 
And I promise as SA president we'll 
listen to your needs." 

S tudents can vote in the SA 
presidential candidates at so. rice. edu. 
SA elections begin today, and end 
Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m. 

SA DEBATE WRAP-UP 
BAKER 
• Expressed concern that environmental activism in the SA may not 

represent an effort from majority of the student body. 

• Wants to advertise the SA more during Orientation Week to increase 
student interest and hold more SA sponsored events. 

• Believes that current polling system may be skewed, with results 
dominated by only a few colleges, and wants to ensure that polls 
are fully representative. 

• As of yesterday at noon, there are 144 members of the "Vote Sarah 
Baker for SA President 2008!" Facebook group. 

MANSINGHANI AND MARSHALL 
• Believe SA has overexpanded its power and want to place more 

emphasis on the colleges, such as by changing the constitution 
so that blanket-tax changes must come from the colleges. 

• Want the SA to spend more money on campus-wide events, like a 
campus-wide treasure hunt or a game of capture-the-flag. 

• Do not think their lack of direct SA experience matters, relying on 
the colleges as the best way to connect with students. 

• As of yesterday at noon, there are 72 members of the "Mithun 
Mansinghani and Zach Marshall for SA President!" Facebook group. 

YOUN 
I Wants to ensure that the administration listens to student con-
cerns, such as the academic calendar and public access to online 
course evaluations. 

I Touts his experience working with various committees and the 
Faculty Senate, allowing him to easily push for action. 

I Plans to build ties with more of the student body by stnghtening 
the role of the senators. 

I As of yesterday at noon, there are 252 members of the "Vote Matt 
Youn for SA President" Facebook group. 



W-

.»* if*''., >'A; 

THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22,2008 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' * 

recommendations for I 
arts and entertainment | 

around Houston through > 
February 29. 3 

CONCERT j 
z 

Journey of Hope s 
x 

P 
If you haven't visited our 5 

friends across the Atlantic, let § 

the Society for the Performing 3 
Arts bring Africa to you on § • 
Sunday with The African | 

Children's Choir, a group of i j 

children aged 7 to 11 that has | 

lifted spirits and enlightened x 
n 

listeners on the AIDS epidemic | 

in concerts around the world. ^ 
2 

The show begins at 8 p.m. and | 

tickets are available online, a 
£ 
o 
x 

Wortham Center 3 

501 Texas | 
m 

www.spahouston.org 

DANCE \ 
£ 

Gershwin Glam I 
c 
3 

Ogle the ballerina on the web | 

site and buy tickets to the * 

premiere of Stanton Welch's a 

saucy ballet The Core, a | 

vision of 1940s New York set 3 
</> 

to George Gershwin's Piano | 

Concerto in F. Also featuring | 

George Balanchine's Serenade n 
0 

and Christopher Bruce's h 

Swansong, it takes place at g 

7:30 p.m. on Saturday, $ 

2 p.m. on Sunday and next > 

weekend. 3 

Wortham Theater Center 5 
o 

501 Texas § 

www.houstonballet.org > 

EXHIBIT 

CSI: The 
Experience 

Turn off CBS and live the 

nightmare at this interactive 

exhibit, where fans play in a 

fake crime lab with the help of 

CSI cast members. The exhibit 

shows daily through April 30. 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

The brightly costumed cast of the Rice Light Opera Society's musical H.M.S. Pinafore typifies its enthusiasm with a spirited leap in Saturday's performance. 

By Rameez Anwar 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Despite some hiccups in execution, 
the Rice Light Opera Society's produc-
tion of Gilbert and Sullivan's H.M.S. 
Pinafore is buoyed by an energetic 
cast, capable orchestra and excellent 
singing in the two lead roles. 

'HMS Pinafore' 

W 
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Feb. 22 to Feb. 23 
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In opera productions such as this 
one, the most important element, 
aside from being able to perform the 
music, is a lively and committed cast 
These kinds of productions cannot 
rely on extravagant set pieces and 
lavish costumes to engage the audi-
ence. Thankfully, the cast abounds in 
energy, following the lead of the hilari-
ous and crowd-pleasing performance 
by Patrick Kruse (Will Rice '07) as 
Captain Corcoran. 

Kruse deftly navigates Corcoran 
through dangerous emotional terri-
tory. Captain Corcoran is the de facto 
antagonist in an opera that lacks any 
malicious characters. His refusal to 

let his daughter Josephine (Lauren 
Cordray) marry a sailor of low birth 
and his attempts to hook her up with 
Sir Joseph Porter (Wiess sophomore 
Alex Lawler) create the conflict that 
drives the show. 

However, while Kruse has to play 
the villain by default, his character 
still has to portray a well-intentioned 
father who is not evil so much as he 
is fixated on conforming to rigid class 
structures. Kruse manages this trick 
so well that even as the audience wit-
nesses Captain Corcoran's full wrath 
when he learns of his daughter's 
plans to elope, it can only laugh while 
he glowers and brandishes his cat-'o-
nine-tails. 

What is most impressive is that 
Kruse is able to elicit these laughs 
without resorting to prat falls and 
hyperactive body movement relying 
instead on subtle facial ticks and inflec-
tions in speech. The rest of the cast 
follows Kr use's example and everyone 
delivers a strong performance. The 
only aspect of the acting that seemed 
of f is that it sometimes looks as though 
I^awler closes his eyes for no reason. 

The first scene of the opera falls 
flattest in terms of energy. After a 
lively but brief song from the chorus, 
little Buttercup (Brown junior Gillian 

Smith) introduces herself in a sung 
soliloquy. Unfortunately, her facial 
expressions as she sings never re-
ally match the emotion of her lovely 
voice — for much of the song she 
merely stares blankly out into the 
audience. Smith redeems herself 
with her performance after that 
initial scene. 

As for the singing, the two lead 
roles of Ralph Rackstraw (Andrew 
Reich) and Josephine handle their 
parts very well. The lengthier songs 
never become tedious because of 
their excellent singing. Cordray's 
voice, in particular, is truly operatic. 
Additionally, both actors match the 
intensity in their voices with emotive 
facial expressions, and when they are 
not singing, their acting is just as good 
as the rest of the cast's. 

The singing quality for the support-
ing cast is less consistent. Fortunately, 
the songs rarely feature the weaker 
singers solo, but the songs that do tend 
to drag. The orchestra handled the 
music well, although the instruments 
and the singers occasionally sounded 
off-beat in relation to each other dur-
ing the Saturday night performance. 
This mishap may have been because 
members of the orchestra were still 
trickling in five minutes before the 

start of the show. By the middle of the 
first act, it sounded as though things 
were sorted out 

The costumes and setare simple but 
effectively done.Whenever the sparse-
ly decorated three-tiered stage and blue 
backdrop begin to feel too familiar, 
director Geoffrey Copper (Sid '07) 
infuses the set with new life either 
through the addition of new characters 
or by staging a lively dance number. 

The aforementioned scene between 
Buttercup and Corcoran and the arrival 
of Sir Joseph and his relatives are two 
moments that give the production a 
real energy boost The dresses of the 
female characters look as if they were 
steeped in the same dye used to paint 
Easter eggs and stand in fresh contrast 
to the monochromatic costumes of the 
sailors aboard the H. M. S. Pinafore. And 
members of the audience kept craning 
their necks to watch as Sir Joseph 
and his coterie arrived while singing 
in a boat that rolled from the back of 
the room and down the aisle to dock 
with the stage — definitely one of the 
highlights of the night 

As far as small-scale productionsgo, 
H.M.S. Pinafore is top-notch. Though 
there are rough patches, the cast and 
solid music performance more than 
make up for the few lapses in quality. 

Lovett's I Love You, You're Perfect needs little change 
by Ryan Stickney 
THRESHER STAFF 

For a musical that is based almost 
entirely on dated suburban stereo-
types, Lovett College's production of 
the musical I Love You, You're Perfect, 
Now Change manages to connect well 
with the modern college audience. 
Composed of a series of vignettes that 
illustrate a range of romantic experi-
ences, the show catalogues a hilarious 
multitude of gender role stereotypes. 

'I Love You, You're 
rfect, Now Change' 

Museum of Natural Science 

1 Hermann Circle Drive 

www.hmns.org 
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Director Tommy Mings, a Brown 
College junior, and Assistant Director 
Matthew O'Connor, a Hanszen Col-
lege junior, have skillfully adapted a 
number of the more obviously '90s 
pop culture references for maximum 
humorous impact However, the direct-
ing team also keeps the more poignant 
moments intact making for several 
seriously moving scenes in the midst 
of a gamut of pointed silliness. 

The lion's share of the credit must 
go to the consistent and versatile cast, 

composed of only 
four people: I^ovett 
Co l l ege j u n i o r s 
Paul Early and Allie 
Janda, Sid Richard-
son College junior 
Quinn Shadko and 
Sid senior Dan Wil-
liamson. Each one 
plays a range of ages 
from teen to elderly 
(Will iamson and 
Shadko also make 

JOHN SANDERS/THRESHFR 

Three-fourths of the cast of Lovett's lovestruck musical glory over a desperate suitor's phone call through the art of song. 

convincing children), with a range 
of personalities from hysterically 
neurotic to reliably self-assured. And 
they carry off each role with panache, 
humor and professional grace in 
the face of relentless, lightning-fast 
costume changes. 

For the breadth of characters well 
portrayed, Early's acting cannot be 
matched. Heisequallybelievable—and 
equally funny — as a golf-crazed dud 
of a date, a sympathetic Italian pizza-
boy backup singer, a dangerously 
and discontentedly single murder 
convict and an amiable elderly funeral-
hopping gentleman, among other 
roles. His singing is also excellent, 
encompassing as wide a range of styles 
and expressive timbres. 

Jandahasapenchantforextremely 
effective onstage honesty. Her in-
tensity gives life and motivation to 
the more campy two-dimensional 
roles — while the more serious 

roles, including a recently recovered 
divorcee making her first dating 
video, becomes truly cathartic in her 
expressive voice. 

Shadko frequently plays the 
roles closer to her age and range 
of experience, but is also surpris-
ingly credible as a haranguing nag 
and a fragile but game old lady. Her 
over-the-top portrayals match those 
of her colleagues and the demands 
of the writing without becoming 
excessive, and her spot-on singing is 
similarly appropriate. 

As an experienced voice major, 
Williamson gives a beautiful musical 
performance and fills it out with a 
lovely scope in acting choices. Hie 
scene that featureshim alone, contem-
plating the extent of his marriage and 
continuing devotion to his wife, is one 
of the most touching in the show. 

Aside from their individual mer-
its, the cast makes their skill evident 

in ensemble work. There is none of 
the upstaging one might expect from 
a collection of such experienced 
performers. 

()n top of that the balance of catchy 
tunes isgood. Credit here must go to the 
pianist Will Rice College sophomore 
Robert I i Kim Wa, who not only keeps 
the musical energy and humor up for 
the entire show, but also plays through 
intermission with amusing piano ar-
rangements of pop songs and video 
game themes, which add significantly 
to the experience of the show. 

Although the values are a little for-
eign, the cast's portrayal brings them 
alive and makes them more relevant, 
by thinking outside the play's box. The 
show is quite funny when seen from 
the perspective of a participant in the 
suburban mating game, but it is the 
collaborative performance of the cast 
and band that makes the production 
truly spectacular. 

http://www.spahouston.org
http://www.houstonballet.org
http://www.hmns.org
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BATTLE BANDS 
OF THE 

A hard battle will be fought between four salty, axe-shredding and innovative Rice bands on Thursday, February 28 
at 7 p.m. in the Lovett Undergrounds. The winning band scores a spot in the KTRU Outdoor Show, which last year 
gave the band an audience of 1,000 people and allowed them to share the stage with well-known indie band Ratatat. 
This year, four bands — The Marrows, The Social Insects, Ben Ba and The J-Strings — will blast sound 
waves for an audience for the first time. Get to know the bands before the big day, build the buzz and bring the hype. 

ORIGIN "Jesse and Ben played together before Jesse said we need a drummer really badly and Mr. 
Pollak had played with Jesse and really owns. And we have Nathan because he's black." 

SMACK TALK "Not only does Will Rice have a band, it has two awesome bands and one has girls!" 

SOME DEEPER MEANING "A lot of Ben's music is written from a guitar background rooted in 
Harlem Renaissance jazz. The songs are pretty much all about love, general musings on the topic." 

ICE CREAM FLAVOR "Chocolate chip cookie dough with Reese's 
peanut butter cups. We're uber sweet as in a shweet way." 

ANIMAL "Fawkes the Phoenix from Harry Potter." 

TRADITIONS "Everyone has to show up late." 

LISTEN FOR "Every single one. We go crazy. We have a good set 
ist but try to listen to the lyrics on 'I need Love."' 

BEN BA BAND / QUARTIZZLE 
"Sexy. Jazz with a little sauce and we've got some soul in it too. 
A mix between jazz, sauce and pop. Awesome sauce (specifically)." 

Ben Bahorich guitar and vocals Nathan L. Ross keyboard 
Benjamin Pollack drums Jesse Chan bass and backup vocals 

ORIGIN "We got together for Battle of the Bands. We jammed a couple of times and it fell into place." 

NAMED FOR "During practice Jeff broke a G-String but we thought it'd be 
more tasteful to be the J-Strings. Plus it goes with Jones." 

MUSICAL MUSES "Jones inspires us. The building. Semi-overcast weather." 

SMACK TALK "Best of luck! We haven't heard any of the other bands so it'll be 
interesting to hear what other people are doing around campus." 

SOME DEEPER MEANING "Alex writes the songs. One song is about this guy who has a cheating 
girlfriend. Another is called 'Million Faces' and it about a guy who's very confused. We're 

all doing so many things but why? You can't have a journey with no destination." 

ICE CREAM FLAVOR "Something that has to do with Jones. Green and purple. Maybe Phish food." 

LISTEN FOR 'Million Faces' 

THE J-STRINGS 
"Jazz-pop-rock-R&B. 

We're us." 

Jeff Millers/tor Alex Young saxophone and bass 
Parag Bathia drums Monica We piano Raymond Wu vocals 

-

THE MARROWS THE SOCIAL INSECTS 
"LOUD. Initially we weren't sure if we wanted vocals. There's definitely a post-rock influence 
hut alternative rocky as well. Also, not annoying. Explosions in the Sky comes to mind." 

Brian Gilcrease guitar and vocals Wilbur Wang bass Joseph Rodd drums 

ORIGIN "Joseph and Brian went to the same high school and always played together. Brian 
transferred here and wanted to start something new. Wilbur picked up the bass in October." 

NAMED FOR "Brian and Joseph were walking around Montrose trying to think of 
bad band names because there aren't any good bands with good band names." 

SOME DEEPER MEANING "None of us are singers really and it's hard 
to put vocal melodies over a song that 's already written." 

MUSICAL MUSES "Houston skies, the new flowers in the academic quad. 
The Grove project really angers Brian." 

LISTEN FOR " 'Lunar Sea, ' formerly known as 'Delay,' our first 
experiment using weird sounds. We're probably closing with it." 

"Eclectic — we have our own style that's evident in each song but we like to try different 
things. On our demo we have a country song and a song we would classify as Albanian." 

MJ Kwan guitar and vocals Kellie Simon drums Josh Levin guitar and vocals 

ORIGIN "First it was Josh and MJ. Kellie started playing a coffee table and boxes before she 
asked her mom for a real drum set. We sounded pretty bad before we got drums." 

NAMED FOR "Josh is obsessed with ants. We sort of had a band name before we had a band." 

SMACK TALK "We do it for fun, we're not that competitive. We're just really excited 
to perform. We're going to try and play more around campus." 

ANIMAL "Ants. Josh recently got an ant guitar strap as a gift from MJ." 

ICE CREAM FLAVOR "That kind that has all the shit in it." 

LISTEN FOR "'Stop, Eel.' It's high energy and 
samples a number of different styles." 

THURSDAY, FEB. 28 — 7 P.M. 
LOVETT UNDERGROUNDS 
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The Beatles: Greatest band 
ever, unworthy of worship? 

COURTESY UNIVERSAL PICTURES 

Abigail Bresiin (Little Miss Sunshine) is so adorable in Definitely, Maybe it almost makes up for the confusing plot and Ryan 
Reynolds' (Chaos Theory) shoddy acting. 

Definitely, Maybe, then again maybe not 
by Jackie Amnions 
THRESHER S TAFF 

Maybe Abigail Bresiin {No Reserva-
tions) ischarming in Definitely, Maybe. 
Maybe the plotline surpasses that of 
an ordinary chick flick. Nevertheless, 
the film is definitely annoying due to 
leading actor Ryan Reynolds's amateur 
level acting skills and his character's 
inability to make up his mind. 

'Definitely, Maybe' 

• • of five 
g atAMC and 

ards theaters 

Definitely, Maybe begins with Reyn-
olds (Chaos Theory) as William Hayes 
fielding his daughter's (Bresiin) ques-
tions prompted by her sex education 
class. With his own divorce pending, 
Hayes responds to his daughter 's 
questions by telling Maya all three of 
his serious relationships: the college 
sweetheart (Fred Claus Elizabeth 
Banks), a magazine writer (The Con-
stant Gardener's Rachel Weisz) and a 
copy assistant at Bill Clinton's New 
York campaign headquarters (Hot 
Rods Isla Fisher). 

The main flaw in Definitely, Maybe 
is Reynolds. His acting talents just 
rub the audience the wrong way, 
as he comes off as less mature than 
eleven-year-old Bresiin. Reynolds' 
voice is often whiney, and when he 
supposed to be acting sad, his facial 
expressions are that of a pitiful little 
boy who was not invited to a frie nd's 
birthday party. Further, Reynolds' 
plastic, pretty boy face and nonex-
istent five-o'clock shadow just lend 
extra enforcement to the immature 
impression he exudes on screen. 

While his adolescent personality 
may give credit to the fact that his 
character 's fickle nature — he is 
constantly in and out of relationships, 
after all — his character's indecisive 
and juvenile behavior contributes to 
the audience's annoyance. ()n a basic 
level, Hayes constantly complains, 
plays stupid jokes and has an inability 
to propose to the right girl at the right 
time in the right way. 

More seriously, Hayes has trouble 
making the right decisions at the right 
time, flipping back and forth among 
three girls who repeatedly enter and 
exit and reenter the plotline that is his 
life. These constant plot twists cause 

the viewers to grow weary and want 
to slap Hayes into making up his mind 
and end their misery. 

On the other hand, Bresiin is not 
only adorable but an amazing actress. 
As one of the youngest actresses to be 
nominated for an Academy Award for 
her role in 2(K)6's Little Miss Sunshine, 
Breslin's mix of childish naivete and 
serious maturity find an interesting 
meeting point in a young actress that 
charms audiences. With her convinc-
ing tears and bold confidence, Bresiin 
gives the older Reynold s much-needed 
acting lessons. 

Aside from Bresiin, the only other 
positive factor in Definitely, Maybe is 
its divergence from the typical chick 
flick plot. There are more twists 
and turns th;m one would normally 
expect from such a film. However, 
these twists actually make the movie 
more frustrating, since they usually 
stem from Hayes' indecision and the 
overly dramatic roles his girlfriends 
play in his life. 

Definitely, Maybe is not an absolute 
failure, but it comes pretty close. 
What's sad is that the thing that saves 
the film from complete embarrass-
ment is an eleven year-old girl. 

I am the biggest Beatles fan on 
the Rice campus. 

If you know nothing else about me 
for the sake of this column, 
you should at least know 
that. As much as I enjoy 
the sweet harmonies of 
Daryl Hall and John Oates, 
they cannot hold a candle 
to John, Paul, George and 
Ringo. I have all of the 
band's studio albums, the 
Anthology disks and the 
Past Masters series. I have 
the Let It Be movie — a 
film that has been out of 
circulation since the early 
days of VHS — on my computer. 
Heck, I even have Bob Spitz's nine 
billion-page biography on the band 
(and indeed, 1 have gone through the 
whole thing). If anyone thinks he or 
she is a bigger Beatles fan than me, I 
dare that person to come forward. 

Now, you may be asking, why 
would some college student profess 
himself a fan of a band that broke up 
16 years before he was born? Well, 
music is music, and as far as music 
goes, the Beatles were simply the 
best. 11 ley were the best lyricists 
and the best instrumentalists in rock 
history, and they always had a knack 
for finding the perfect melody. They 
came up with music that was way 
ahead of its time — listen to Abbey 
Road or Rubber Soul or even Help! 
and you'll hear stuff that still sounds 
fresh today — but, of course, you 
know that already. 

I bet you all are also well aware 
the Beatles are still one of the most 
influential, biggest-selling recording 
artists in the world today, even though 
two of the Fab Four have been dead 
for some time now. I am sure you 
have seen that blasted Across the 
Universe movie or that Love thing 
from Cirque du Soleil. Or perhaps 
you saw the Beatles tribute on the 
Grammy Award telecast a few weeks 
back. Or maybe you bought a T-shirt 
with John Lennon's mug plastered all 
over it at the mall. ()r maybe you ... 
well, you get the point. 

Whatever the means , Beat le 
worship is as high as it's ever been 

Stephen 
Whitfield 

over the past decade or two. And as 
the die-hard Beatles fan that I am, I 
must admit that it has all gotten out 

of hand. 
Now you might say 

that sounds a little hypo-
critical. How could the 
s e l f - p r o f e s s e d b i g g e s t 
Beatle fan at Rice hate 
h a r d c o r e B e a t l e wor-
ship? Well, let me explain. 
1 u n d e r s t a n d how t h e 
baby boomer generation 
would still feel a deep 
emotional a t tachment to 

the Fab Four. I mean , 
they were the defining act 

of their youth, and to look at them 
with a longing sense of nostalgia 
is expected — that would be like 
me pining for some old Matchbox 
Twenty CD, although probably not 
on quite the same level. But what 
about our generation? How many 
of us were dying to see Across the 
Universe when it came out? 

Music is timeless, that's one of 
the beauties about it. But why can't 
we enjoy it for what it is? Besides, if 
you weren't of the generation from 
which the music came from, then 
there's no use trying to connect to it 
on some otherworldly plane. 

To me, the Beatles were great 
musicians, but nothing more. Lennon 
and McCartney were poets, but they 
certainly don't speak for me or to me. 
Even though 1 like them more than 
any other band, 1 like them for most 
of the same reasons that I like the 
Police or Stevie Wonder or Maroon 5 
or Justin Timberlake. It is just really, 
really good pop music. T i s all, noth-
ing more, nothing less. 

So what am 1 really trying to say 
here?The recent surge in Beatle nos-
talgia is fine. If you haven't already, go 
buy Abbey Road or Mease Please Me or 
any of their other albums and enjoy 
them to your heart 's delight. But do 
not make the band out to be more than 
it is. After all, music is music, right? 
Why not just sit back and go along 
for the magical mystery tour? 

Stephen Whitfield is a Sid Richardson 
College senior and editor in chief. 
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Owls fall to No. 26 Texas but rebound against Northwestern State 

f 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Junior Emily Braid leaps to return a forehand against Northwestern State last 
Monday. Braid's straight-set win against Daniela Posada helped the Owls take 
the contest 6-1 a day after falling 5-2 to No. 26 Texas on the road. 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Bower breaks down barriers 
to bring you Rice sports 

Close your eyes and picture 
a sportswriter. What image pops 
into your mind? There ' s the fedo-
ra with the note card sticking out 
like a Robin Hood feather. There's 
the tweed jacket that hasn't been 
in fashion since I960. 
And t h e r e ' s t h e in-
your-face attitude that's 
more suited to a pesky 
younger brother than a 
professional. 

Now o p e n y o u r 
eyes (don't mind the 
weird l ooks peop le 
a r e t h r o w i n g y o u r 
way), find the neares t 
Houston Chronicle and 
check out the picture 
of the guy who writes 
the Rice Owls beat. No, your 
imagination isn't fooling you, 
those are dreadlocks that are 
filling up the background of the 
picture. And no, this guy is not 
pulling a Samuel Clemens — 
MoiseKapenda Bower is this 
man 's real name. And covering 
Rice athletics is his job. 

Many of you a re more than 
familiar with Bower ' s materi-
al — some of you have probably 
even been fea tured in his writ-
ing. And, with the except ion of 
the paper and ink you ' re hold-
ing in your hand, t he re ' s really 
nowhe re else Rice fanatics can 
get info on their beloved Owls. 
But what many do not know is 

Casey Michel 

that Bower, whose some t imes 
cutt ing, some t imes jovial writ-
ing keeps a f leet ing audience 
en t ranced for at least a couple 
of m i n u t e s per day, did not 
originally intend on be ing a 

wri ter . In a n o t h e r 
l i f e t i m e , B o w e r 
says, he would have 
ra the r been wri t ing 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s than 
w r i t i n g p r e - g a m e 
in s igh t s , a l t h o u g h 
his doctoral d r e a m s 
soon faded . 

"Once 1 made the 
decision to not go 
to m e d i c a l s choo l 
... 1 had some soul-
s e a r c h i n g to do ," 

Bower, a native Hous ton ian , 
revealed. "There was a long gap 
between me finishing school and 
me getting to the position where I 
felt like I was on my way. . . . And 
there 's a part of me that looks 
back and says if I had gone here, 
finished school there and done 
this, I 'd be a doctor someplace, 
and I'd probably be completely 
miserable." 

With pre-meds more prevalent 
than accusations against Pacman 
Jones, Rice was an obvious fit for 
Bower. However, after one year 
of being socially stilted, Bower, 
decided to transfer to the School 
of Medical Technology at Howard 

See BOWER, page 11 

by Rhodes Coffey 
THRESHER STAFF 

Over the years, Rice and the 
University of Texas have played 
enough close matches in women's 
tennis to where one might call the 
two teams rivals. But after the 26th-
ranked Longhorns easily handled 
the Owls 5-2 in a match last Sunday 
in Austin, Texas, one might call the 
rivalry into question. 

But that aside, Rice still heads 
into this weekend's matches on a 
high note, having improved to 7-1 
on the season after a 6-1 win over 
N o r t h w e s t e r n State Univers i ty 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium on 
Monday. The Owls will remain at 
home this weekend, taking on Sam 
Houston State University today at 
3 p.m. and host ing Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi tomorrow 
at the same time. 

These unranked teams signify the 
begi nning of a relatively easy sched ule 
from here on out — Rice's next nine 
foes are all unranked, and seven of 
those matches will be held at home. 

'Hie Owls found themselves in a 
much tougher spot against Texas, 
taking on one of the more stacked 
lineups in the country. Highlighting 
the Longhorn roster is the No. 29 
doubles duo ofMarijaMilic and Vanja 
Corovic. Sophomore Julie Chao and 
senior Dominique Karas found out 
just how good that partnership is 
while struggling in an 8-3 loss at the 
No. 1 slot. 

However, the rest of the team 
picked up the slack in the next two 
matches. In a well-played contest, 
junior Emily Braid and freshman 
Varsha Shiva-Shankar paired to 
win 8-6 at No. 3 doubles. With the 

remaining doubles match staying 
tight throughout, senior Tiffany Lee 
and sophomore Rebecca Lin gutted 
out a tiebreaker win 9-8 and earned 
the Owls the doubles point. 

Surprised by the unranked Owls' 
tenacity, the Longhorns came out fir-
ing in singles. At No. 5, Braid could not 
overcome freshman Maggie Mello, 
who crushed Braid 6-2, 6-2. Karas 
made quick work of her opponent, 
Courtney Zauft, and triumphed 64, 
6-2 to put Rice up 2-1. The Lxinghorn 
youth then pulled their weight, how-
ever, as Caroline I^arsson defeated 
Lin 6-3, 6-1 and Stephanie Davison 
overpowered Lee 7-6, 6-1. 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
TENNIS 
Record: 7-4 

Last week: Rice lost 5-2 to 
No. 26 Texas on Sunday but 
came back the next day with 
a resounding 6-1 victory over 
Northwestern State 

Next week: The Owls 
continue their homestand 
with a contest against Sam 
Houston State today at 
3 p.m. and TAMU-CC tomor-
row at the same time 

With the outcome still in the 
balance at 3-2 in Texas' favor, both 
Chao and Shiva-Shankar pushed 
their matches to three sets. Shiva-
Shankar displayed her speed and 
agility early, taking the first set. 
However, momentum shifted and 

she was unable to take the match, 
falling 2-6, 6-3, 6-4 to clinch the win 
for Texas. The remaining match 
pitted Chao against Corovic at the 
top of the ladder. After winning the 
first set and dropping the second in 
a narrow tiebreaker, Chao could not 
handle Corovic's final surge. Corovic 
notched the victory 3-6, 7-6 (6), 6-2 
and thus completed the 5-2 advantage 
fortlie Longhorns, who moved to 3-1 
on the year. 

"We gave our all out there, but the 
win just slipped through our grips," 
Karas said. "The team was excited 
at one point when it seemed like we 
were in good position to win, but 
that is the difference between us 
and the top 30 teams. They don't 
give up points on the court. We have 
to work for every single point and 
have the confidence to win the ones 
that count." 

On a weekend marred by bad 
weather. Rice was forced to move 
the match with Northwestern State 
to Monday. The Owls demonstrated 
their resiliency by sweeping doubles 
to go up 1-0. 

Setting the precedent from top 
to bottom, Rice similarly dominated 
singles competition. Chao cleaned 
out Bogusia Patzer 6-0,6-1, finishing 
just before Shiva-Shankar demol-
ished Marine Neveu 6-0, 6-0 at No. 
6. Lee did not let anything slip by he-
either, only allowing two games to 
Adna Curukovic in a 6-1, 6-1 victory 
that clinched the dual-match win 
for the Owls. Karas and Braid also 
posted rictories. 

In a weekend marked by two 
uneven matches, Chao boosted her 
spring singles record to 7-4. Rice 
pulled off its fourth consecutive 

See WOMEN, page 18 

Loss to UTEP stops women's two-game win streak 
by Justin Hudson 

THRESHER STAFF 

Apparently all it took for the 
women 's basketball team to win 
another conference game was an 
audience . The Owls (10-16, 3-9 
Conference USA) edged Tulane 
University 78-73 on national televi-
sion in New Orleans, La., in a game 
that showed that Rice is ready to 
bounce back from a bad start to the 
conference season. 

However, after falling victim to 
a 24-4 run in its next game, a 65-53 
road loss to the University ofTexas-El 
Paso last Saturday, the team knows 
it still has a long way to go if it wants 
to have any impact in the C-USA 
tournament next month. 

Rice cont inues its four-game 
road trip t his weekend against Tulsa 
University. Yesterday, the Owls 
headed north to take on Southern 
Methodis t University (19-6, 9-3 
C-USA) in Dallas, Texas. SMU has 
solidified its spot as the conference's 
second-best team with recent domi-
nating pe r fo rmances against the 
University of Houston, Memphis 
University and the University of 
Alabama — only UTEP still s tands 
in the Mustangs ' way. 

Tomorrow, the Owls face Tulsa at 
7 p.m. The Golden Hurricane (9-16, 
5-7 C-USA) will also be looking for 
revenge, as the Owls defeated them 
69-59 on Feb. 9 thanks to an 11-0 run 
in the game's final five minutes. 

Head c o a c h G r e g W i l l i a m s 
(Hanszen '70) said he knows this 
weekend's games will be a huge 
challenge for his team. 

"We're playing an ex t remely 
tough game against SMU," Wil-
liams said. "They ' re playing just 
l ights-out baske tba l l r ight now 

and they always play well at home. 
And of course Tulsa is very upset 
[because] they thought they could 
beat us here." 

Tulsa may not be the only one upset 
at Rice after last weekend — Tulane 
(14-11,4-8 C-USA) was playing at home 

See BASKETBALL page 18 

OWLOOK - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday, Feb. 22 
•Women's Tennis vs. Sam Houston State 

3 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Saturday, Feb. 23 

•Women's Tennis vs. TAMU-CC 
3 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
• Men's Basketball at UH 
7 p.m. — Hofheinz Pavilion 

Sunday, Feb. 24 
• Men's Tennis vs. Texas 
1 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Tuesday, Feb. 26 

• Baseball vs. 
4 p.m. 

Wednesd 

Recklia, 

• Baseball vs. Ho) 
4 p.m. — Reckling Park 

•Swimming at C-USA Championships 

All Day — UH Rec Center 

Thursday, Feb. 28 

•Women's Basketball vs. Marshall 
4 p.m. — Sharp Gym 

•Swimming at C-USA Championships 
All Day — UH Rec Center 
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Riding a seven-match streak, men's tennis welcomes No. 5 Texas Sunday 
by Casey Michel 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Streaks, like records, are made 
to be broken. And so it was no 
surprise that sophomore Bruno 
Rosa's 14-match win streak came 
to an end as the men's tennis team 
took on No. 43 College of William 
and Mary last Sunday. Fortunately 
for Rosa, who is ranked 26th in the 
nation, his loss did not affect the 
final result of the match, as the 
Owls still bested the Tribe 4-3 in 
Williamsburg, Va. 

Rice's close victory, which came 
one day after its 5-2 road win over 
No. 42 Old Dominion University, 
improved its record to 7-1 on the 
year. The Owls have won seven dual 
matches in a row after losing their 
season opener against the University 
of South Florida Jan. 27. That streak, 
however, will face its toughest 
challenge this Sunday when No. 5 
University of Texas comes to Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium to face the 
24th-ranked Owls at 1 p.m. 

Texas is playing red-hot as 
of late with eight victories in its 
last nine matches, including a 
4-1 bruising of No. 6 University 
of Southern California. And not 
only do the Longhorns boast the 
nation's second-highest-ranked 
freshman in No. 18 Kellen Damico, 
alongside three others in the top 
100, but they will undoubtedly be 

looking for blood. In the past two 
seasons, the Owls have beaten the 
higher-ranked Longhorns both at 
home and on the road. Last year 
the Owls earned a tight 4-3 win on 
Feb. 27, 2007, in Austin, Texas, in 
which then-seniors Ben Harknett 
and Jason Mok (Hanszen '07) stole 
nail-biting three-set matches from 
their opponents. 

THIS WEEKEND 

No. 24 Rice vs. 
No. 5 Texas 

When: Sunday at 1 p.m. 
Where: Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium 
Last year: The Owls 
had arguably their most 
impressive win in recent 
memory when they 
edged then-No. 16 Texas 
4-3 in Austin, Texas. 

While the Owls have been eyeing 
this match as a high-water mark for 
their season, last weekend's con-
tests were no walk in the park. The 
Monarchs came into their match 

having taken four straight matches 
and were looking to add to that as 
doubles began. However, senior Fllip 
Zivojinovic and partner sophomore 
Chong Wang saw that the Owls got 
off to a hot start, winning their dou-
bles match 84. Senior Ralph Knupfer 
and junior Christoph Miiller, ranked 
12th in the country, then followed 
suit with an 8-5 win over Aleksandr 
Seleznev and Eidy Igarashi that 
sealed the doubles point. 

Old Dominion did not roll over, 
however, and quickly tied the match 
up in singles. Knupfer, ranked 92nd 
in the nation, put the Owls back in 
the lead with a 6-3, 6-0 thrashing 
over Tobias Fanselow at No. 3 while 
Wang continued his surge with a 
6-3, 6-2 defeat of Matt Fawcett at 
No. 5. With the score standing at 
3-1, No. 55 Miiller was given the 
chance to clinch the win for Rice. 
However, Igarashi pushed him to 
a tiebreaker in back-and-forth first 
set. Fortunately, Miiller kept his 
head and took the tiebreaker 7-4 
before blowing Igarashi away in the 
second set to win 7-6 (4), 6-0. 

With little time to rest, the Owls 
came out a bit slower the next day 
against the Tribe. However, the 
doubles matchups proved to be 
very similar to singles. Wang and 
Zivojinovic opened with an 8-3 win 
over Dominic Pagan and Ben Wirth 
and No. 2, but sophomore Bruno 
Rosa and junior Tobias Scheil lost for 

BOWER 
From page 11 

University in order to continue his 
dream of being a doctor. 

But before long, Bower's dreams, 
like Roger Clemens' testimony, shift-
ed, and he soon found himself with an 
itch that needed scratching: Bower 
wanted to write about sports. 

"I've always loved writing, and 
I've always loved sports," Bower 
said. "I was the kid in middle school 
who would bring the sports page to 
school with [him] and read it on a 
daily basis. As I went further along, I 
realized I could blend the two. There 
was a point in time where I realized 
I could use my ability to write and 
parlay it with my love for sports, and 
I just had to make happen." 

However, this realization came 

a bit too late for Bower to find any 
suitable internships out of college. 
After returning to the Space City, 
Bower bounced around a couple of 
radio stations and online publications 
before "hustling" his way onto the 
Chronicle's staff. 

Despite a complete lack of formal 
training, Bower now finds himself 
covering a school that he once left 
for broader horizons. But even for a 
sportswriter, this is no normal job. 

"There were a lot of sleepless 
nights in Hanszen, in terms of what 
I wanted to try and do with myself," 
Bower recalled. "I love the irony of 
[being back here]. 1 thought when 
I got this beat it was too perfect, 
because there's always going to be 
a part of me that's going to love Rice. 
There was a part of me that was very 
happy to [see Rice] win the national 
championship in 2003. There's still 
a little bit of a fan in me." 

A Little Business Sense 
Can Help^bu Make More 

Dollars And Cents. 

SUMMER 
BUSINESS INSTITUTE 

A Business 
Certificate Program For 
Non-Business Majors 

Location: Southern Methodist 
University Cox School of Business 

June 1-27,2008 

Save $500-Apply by March 31,2008 

www.exed.cox.smu.edu/college 
or 214.768.2918 

Enhance your business savvy. Get the 
competitive edge. Learn practical business 
skills. In short, acquire a head for 
business in a fun but intense program. 
Learn the basics in key areas such 
as Accounting, Finance, Marketing, and 
Operations Management. Become 
more marketable in just one month with 
this certificate program offered to 
juniors, seniors, and recent graduates. 
Enroll in the SMU Cox Summer 
Business Institute and give your education 
an exclamation point. 

S M U ® c o x 
S c: H O O L O F B U S I N E S S 

SMU will not discriminate on the basis ot race, color, religion, national origin, sex. age, disability, or 
veteran status SMU's commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis ot senual orientation 

the second day in a row at No. 3. The 
deciding game was now at center 
court, as Knupfer and Miiller sought 
to take down the 16th-ranked pair 
of Alex Cojanu and Keziel Juneau. 
After a nip-and-tuck match, the Owls 
staved off the Tribe to win 8-6 and 
clinch the doubles point. 

As singles began, the unthink-
able happened — Rosa dropped his 
singles match. For the first time 
this year, the sophomore sensa-
tion could not defeat his singles 
opponent, falling 7-5,6-0 to Cojanu. 
Although the Owls could have 

folded in light of this surprising 
loss, Miiller and Zivojinovic saw 
to it that Rice would not lose any 
momentum, winning their matches 
and pushing Rice's advantage to 
3-1. The Tribe's Richad Wardell 
then dropped sophomore Dennis 
Polyakov 6-2, 6-4 to bring them 
within one. But at No. 5, Wang 
battled back from a first-set loss 
to take the second one and pull 
ahead in the third 5-4 on serve. 
Four straight serves later, Wang 
had won the set, and the Owls had 
taken the match. 

As has often been said to someone 
who has lost a close match, there is 
more to life than sports, a sentiment 
that Bower shares. Although his writ-
ings have often focused solely on the 
goings-on of Rice athletics, volumes 
of diaries from his youth attest to 
Bower's desire to write about nearly 
anything. So if you see a bound tome 
with his name on it in the near future, 
don't worry if the content is about 
culture rather than Chase Clement. 

"I want to do something from the 
perspective of people of my culture 
and my situation, and growing and 
developing in society at large," 
Bower noted. "And I think there are 
some [book] ideas bouncing around 
in my head, but... that first book is 
going to be a cultural book and have 
nothing to do with sports at all." 

Casey Michel is a Brown College 
sophomore and sports editor. 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Kearney's vaults 
lead men's track at 
Husky Invitational 

Led by the aerial artistry of 
Shea Kearney, the men's track 
and field team turned out its best 
performance of the indoor season 
at last weekend's Husky Classic in 
Seattle, Wa. Kearney, a freshman, 
cleared an NCAA provisional 
mark of 17 feet, one inch in the 
pole vault to claim the first victory 
of his collegiate career. 

The Owls return to Houston 
this week to prepare for the Con-
ference USA Indoor Champion-
ships. The conference meet runs 
Feb. 29-March 1, with prelims 
for the running events on Friday 
at 5 p.m. and finals beginning 
on Sunday at 1 p.m. The field 
events begin at 1 p.m. Friday and 
again at 11 a.m. on Saturday. Rice 
placed third overall in last year's 
C-USA Championships, paced by 
thentsenior Pablo Solares' win 
in the mile. 

Aside from Kearney, other 
Owls did well in the jumping 
events at Seattle. Senior Devon 
Fanfair placed.fifth in the triple 
jump with a leap of 49-6.5, and 
freshman Ugo Nduaguba fin-
ished made his collegiate track 
and field debut with a mark of 
6-7 in the high jump, good for 
sixth place. 

The senior sprinting trio of 
Gary Anderson, Bubba Heard 
and Jon Turner also had a good 
outing at the Seattle meet. In the 
200-meter dash, Heard placed 
11th with a time of 21.74 seconds 
and Anderson placed 16th with a 
time of 22.03 — an improvement 
of .35 seconds on his personal-
best. He also finished 20th in the 
60 hurdles. Turner finished in 
17th place in the 60 with a time 
of 6.95 and 25th in the 200 with a 
time of 22.38. 

— Brody Rollins 

Women's track posts 
several personal 
records in Arkansas 

When pitted against the elite 
in any sport, a team can either 
rise to the occasion or fall flat on 
its face. Luckily for the women's 
track and field team, its perfor-
mance at last weekend's Tyson 
Invitational in Fayetteville, 
Ark., was along the lines of the 
former. Facing a number of top 
20 schools in one of the most 
competitive indoor track meets in 
the country, the Owls posted no 
fewer than ten personal-best and 
thirteen season-best times. 

Senior Lennie Waite had 
another dominant performance 
last weekend, winning the col-
legiate division of the mile with 
an NCAA-provisional qualifying 
time of 4 minutes, 47.64 seconds 
and taking her heat of the 800 
meters with a personal best 
time of 2:10.93. Waite also led 
the distance medley relay to a 
provisional qualifying time of 
11:28.30 and a second-place fin-
ish alongside senior Callie Wells 

and sophomores Vicki Walker 
and Nicole Mericle. Wells also 
came in a close second to Waite in 
the mile, with a time of 4:48.03. 

In the 5,000, freshman Becky 
Wade took first with a time of 
16:52.84 and was closely fol-
lowed by classmate Allison Pye, 
who finished third with a time 
of 17:01.09. In only her second 
meet after returning from injury, 
senior Marissa Daniels took 
second in the 3,000 with a time 
of 9:58.39. 

The Rice vaulters traveled 
with the men's team to the Husky 
Invitational in Seattle, where se-
nior Rachel Greff improved her 
national ranking with a vault of 13 
feet, 1.75 inches, placing herself 
in the top 20 in the country. 

The Owls were also tops in 
the 4x400 relay, when seniors 
Desarie Walwyn and Chandra 
Ewing joined sophomores Sarah 
Lyons and Brittany Washington 
to win their heat with a time of 
3:41.60, the fastest time recorded 
by Rice in four years. 

. Rice's good showing at Tyson 
Invitational means that the team 
will head into its next meet, 
the Conference USA Indoor 
Championships, with beneficial 
momentum. The Owls took the 
title last year by overcoming an 
8.5-point deficit on the final day 
to beat the University ofTexas- El 
Paso. This year's meet will take 
place at the Yeoman Fieldhouse 
on the University of Houston 
campus Feb. 28-March 1. 

— Natalie Clericuzio 

Golf places eighth at 
lone home event of 
spring season 

A week after opening the spring 
season with a sixth-place finish at 
the Pat Hicks Thunderbird Invi-
tational in St. George, Utah, the 
golf team returned home Sunday 
to host the Rice Intercollegiate at 
the Westwood Golf Club. 

Rice was sitting nicely in 
fourth place in round two of the 
tournament, but darkness arrived 
to halt both the day's play and 
the Owls' momentum, and they 
wound up dropping four spots to 
finish the competition in eighth 
place. Baylor University won the 
12-team tournament with a total 
score of 878 over three rounds, 
20 strokes ahead of Rice. 

In individual results, sopho-
more Michael Buttacavoli fin-
ished with a five-over 221 to 
tie for 12th place. Freshman 
Michael Whitehead was next 
with a 225, finishing tied for 27th 
place, and sophomore Christo-
pher Brown tied for 32nd with 
a 228. Junior Kyle Kelley and 
senior Addison Awe rounded 
out the Owls' scoring. 

Rice competes again next 
week at the Cuthbert Cup tourna-
ment, held Feb. 24-26 at Kiawah 
Island Golf Resort in Kiawah 
Island, S.C. Their opponents hail 
mostly from the east coast, and 
include the College of Charles-
ton, the College of William and 
Mary and Western Carolina. 

— Dylan Farmer 

http://www.exed.cox.smu.edu/college
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Men's search for first win continues after losses to UCF and Tulsa 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

If this is not rock bottom, it is 
hard to imagine what is. After losing 
a tight 60-53 contest at home against 
the University Central Florida last 
Saturday, the men's basketball team 
played one of its worst games of the 
season, losing a 68-37 laugher at the 
University ofTulsa on Wednesday. The 
two losses this week drop Rice (3-22, 
0-12 Conference USA) to 19 games 
under .500 on the season and keep it 
the only team winless in C-USA 

Looking to break a 15-game los-
ing streak, Rice will now face the 
University of Houston for the second 
time this season tomorrow at 7 p.m. 
at Hofheinz Pavilion. Although the 
score may not necessarily show 
it, Rice's 69-60 home loss to the 
Cougars (19-6, 8-3 C-USA) on Jan. 
23 was a back-and-forth affair that 
nearly saw the Owls pull out their 
first win of 2008. Houston has 
played very well since that game, 
losing only to the top-ranked Uni-

versity of Memphis before dropping 
a 101-99 nail-biter to the University 
of Alabama-Birmingham. 

Despite a season of being out of 
every game almost from the open-
ing tip, the Owls came the closest to 
finally pulling out a victory in their 
matchup with the Golden Knights 
(14-11, 7-4 C-USA) last weekend. 
Leading the way for the Owls 
was freshman forward Suleiman 
Braimoh, who came off the bench to 
score 11 points and grab 12 rebounds 
for his first career double-double. 

But the Golden Knights brought 
their own weapons. Jermaine Tay-
lor, C-USA's second-leading scorer, 
scored 22 points against the Owls on 
7-11 shooting while teammate Dave 
Noel chipped in with 13 points and 
a team-high seven assists. 

Once again, the Owls came out of 
the gate slowly and trailed by as many 
as 12 points in the Iirst half. But a late 
flourish chipped away at the double-
digit lead, and, following a three-point 
play from senior forward Patrick 
Britton, Rice found itself down only 

55-51 with 1:56 remaining. 
After getting fouled on the next 

play, Taylor made both free throws 
to bump the Golden Knights' lead 
back up to six. Sophomore guard 
Lawrence Ghoram then missed 
a jump shot, and UCF continued 
to push their lead before time finally 
ran out. 

Head coach Willis Wilson (Will 
Rice '82) said that, despite being able 
to execute the gameplan, the team 
played too fast and out of control for 
any success to be had. 

"The execution was there," Wil-
son said. "We have to find a way to 
not rush our shots. There are times 
where we just play at a very hurried 
pace. We find guys in situations 
where they have open shots, and 
they're just not taking the time at 
looking the shots down." 

Despite the defeat, Rice was ac-
tive on the offensive glass, snatch-
ing 19 rebounds compared to UCF's 
nine. Junior forward Aleks Perka 
had a career-high five offensive 
rebounds himself. 

"We did have a lot of putbacks," 
Perka said. "Someone might miss 
a shot, but someone will be there 
under the boards to collect it and 
put it back up." 

Against Tulsa, however, Rice 
put up one of its worst offensive 
displays this year, shooting just 32.7 
percent on the night and getting 
outrebounded 36-28. The turnover 

bug returned, as the Owls gave the 
ball away 19 times, with junior guard 
Rodney Foster contributing four. 

Rice trailed just 23-18 with 2:09 to 
play in the first half, but an 8-0 run 
by Tulsa (14-10,6-6 C-USA) set the 
tone for the rest of the game. Brit-
ton was the only player in double 
figures for the Owls with 10 points 
on 4-13 shooting. 

Date Opponent Score Leading Scorer Leading Rebounder 

Feb. 13 UAB 69-60 (L) Britton (18) Britton (10) 

Feb. 16 UCF 60-53 (L) Britton (12) Braimoh (12) 

Feb. 20 Tulsa 68-37 (L) Britton (10) Beasley, P (5) 

Date Opponent Location Time Last Meeting 

Feb. 23 Houston Hofheinz Pavilion i 7 p.m. Houston 69-60 

March 1 UCF Orlando, Fla. 6 p.m. UCF 60-53 

March 5 East Carolina Merrell Center 7:30 p.m. East Carolina 64-45 

March 8 SMU Merrell Center 2 p.m. SMU 68-53 

A CLOSER LOOK 
Statistics for the 2007-'08 men's conference basketball season 

RICE OPPONENTS 

Scoring 634 828 

Points per game 52.8 69.0 

Field goais-att. 232-605 29&C15 

Field goal pet. .383 .437 

3-point field goakrtt. 
.1 2 

35-134 
/- " : 

74-228 

3-point field goal pet. .261 .325 

Free throws-att. 135-221 216-295 

Free throw pet. .611 .732 

Assists 124 163 

Assists per game 10.3 13.6 
' 

Turnovers 234 173 

Turnovers per game 19.5 14.4 
;• V" y : 

Steals 76 116 

Steals per game 6.3 9.7 

Blocks 25 39 

Blocks per game 2.1 3.3 

6ENER0USLY 
GOURMET. 

M E X I C A N G R I L L 

F A N N I N Sc D R Y D E N 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
Feb. 14-20 

MEN S BASKETBALL 

TULSA 68 RICE 37 
Feb. 20, 2008 — Tulsa, Okla. 

Rice (3-22,0-12 C-USA) 
Brittort 4-13,2-310,Ghoram 4-8, OO 8, Foster 2-11, OO 
5, Saunders 2-3, OO 4, Braimoh 2-2, OO 4, Szalay 1-5, 
OO 3. Beasley B. 1-4, OO 2, Beasley P 0-2,1-2,1. 
Totals: 16-49, 3-5 37. 

Three-point goals — Tulsa 8-20 (McDade 3-3, Reese 
2-4, Andrews 1-4, Uzoh 1-4, Earls 1-5); Rice 2-13 
(Foster 1-7, Szalay 1-4). 

Rebounds — Tulsa 36 (Wheatley 7, Reese 7, Jordan 
4, Uzoh 3, Earls 3, Mitchell 3), Rice 28 (Beasley P 5, 
Beasley B. 4, Britton 3, Ghoram 3, Braimoh 3, Perka 2, 
Saunders 2. Foster 2) . 

Assists — Tulsa 15 (Reese 3, McDade 3, Jordan 2, 
Wheatley 2, Andrews 2, Earls 2); Rice 8 (Foster 2, 
Ghoram 2. Beasley P 2, Braimoh 1, Beasley B. 1). 

UCF 60 RICE 53 
Feb. 16, 2008 — Reliant Arena 

Rice (3-21,0-11 C-USA) 
Britton 4-8,4-612, Braimoh 3-7,5-611, Foster 3-13, 
1-2 8, Perka 2-7, 2-2 6, Szalay 2-5, OO 6. 
Totals: 18-52,14-21 53. 

Three-point goals — UCF 3-10 (Taylor 2-4, Noel 1-2); 
Rice 3-15 (Szalay 2-4, Foster 1-8). 

Rebounds — UCF 30 (Noel 8, Davis 6, Taylor 3, Yotio 3, 
Zondervan 2), Rice 34 (Braimoh 12, Perka 6, Ghoram 
4, Beasley R 2 ) . 

Assists — UCF 15 (Noel 7, Taylor 3, 0' Donnell 3) 
Rice 12 (Foster 4, Szalay 3). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

UTEP 65 RICE 53 

Tulsa 
Rice 

31 37 — 68 
18 19 — 37 

UCF 
Rice 

31 29 — 60 
20 33 — 53 

Tulsa (14-10, 6-6 C-USA) 
Uzoh 5-10, 4-4 15, McDade 5-6,0-1 13, Reese 5-10, 
OO 12, Walls 3-4, 0-0 6, Jordan 3-6, 0-0 6, Wheatley 
1-2, 3-6 5, Andrews 2-7, OO 5, Earls 1-6, 2-2 5. 
Totals: 25-51,10-17 68. 

UCF (13-11, 6-4 C-USA) 
Taylor 7-11,6-7 22, Noel 3-5,6-12 13,Zondervan 3-7, 
1-2 7, Davis 3-4, OO 6, Thornton 1-3, 4-4 6. 
Totals: 20-39, 17-27 60. 

BASKETBALL 
From page 15 

and riding a two-game winning 
streak entering last Thursday. How-
ever, the Green Wave failed to count 
on the resurgence of senior center 
Valeriya Berezhynska, who was 
big reason for Rice's success at Tu-
lane and early lead at UTEP. After 
struggling with foul trouble in her 
first two games back from an ankle 
injury, Berezhynska put together 
perhaps the best all-around game 
in school history. Berezhynska 

( A T T O R N E Y 
F1. HARRASSMENT 
_PWI/pUlxBRUGS_ 
281 -984 -5050 

notched a triple-double — the first 
in Rice history — with 14 points, 12 
rebounds and 10 assists. 

Berezhynska credited her high 
assist total against Tulane to her 
teammates' ability to get open as 
she faced constant double teams. 

"Everybody was being aggres-
sive and decided to take charge 
and go to the basket," Berezhyns-
ka said. "They were trying to dou-
ble-team me, so the kick-outs were 
wide open and they iust knocked 
down shots." 

Two days later against UTEP, 
Berezhynska again stepped up and 
had 11 of her game-high 24 points 
in the first half as the Owls went 
into the break leading 27-26. 

Berezhynska's performance 
earned her Conference USA Co-

& Katrina 
February 25- March 1, 2008 

Talks, films, music and art 
The Humanities Research Center at Rice University offers a 
weeklong public lecture series featuring speakers from a variety 
of academic and professional backgrounds to address the 
long-term social, cultural, economic, educational, and demo-
graphic impact of Hurricane Katrina on the city of Houston. 

www.publichumanities.org 

JS RICE 
Humanities 
Research 
Center 

Free and open 
to the public 

UTEP 
Rice 

26 39 — 65 
27 26 — 53 

UTEP (21-2,12-0 C-USA) 
Lacy8-19,5-5 23, Hughes 8-20,4-5 20, Piekarska 7-17, 
2-2 16, Porras 0-1, 3-4 3, Williams 1-5, OO 2. 
Totals: 24-67,15-18 65. 

Rice (10-16, 3-9 C-USA) 
Berezhynska 6-17,11-12 24, Watts 3-8,3-3 9, Mayse 
4-10, 0-0 8, Riverin 3-11, 2 2 8, Fulton 2-15, 0-0 4. 
Totals: 18-65, 16-21 53. 

Three-point goals -
(Berezhynska 1-3). 

UTEP 2 14 (Lacy 2-5); Rice 1-12 

Feb. 16. 2008 — El Paso, Texas 

Player of the Week honors. 
The win against Tulane was 

truly a balanced effort, with all 
five starters scoring double fig-
ures. Sophomore guard Tara 
Watts led Rice with a career high 
20 points, many of them coming 
off of assists from Berezhynska. 
Watts shot 8-13 from the field, in-
cluding a 4-7 mark from beyond 
the three-point line. Though only 
2-6 from the field, senior point 
guard Kadie Riverin hit all eight of 
her free throw attempts to end the 
game with 12 points. Freshman 
forward Morgan Mayse, who was 
8-13 from the line en route to 13 
points, and redshirt junior guard 
Maudess Fulton, who was 6-8 from 
the field for 15 points, also contrib-
uted as the Owl starters combined 
for 74 of Rice's 78 points. 

However, the Owls' offense did 
not have its spark against the Min-
ers, shooting only 32 percent in the 
first half, with Berezhynska, Watts 
and Riverin being the only effective 
shooters on the floor. The trio com-
bined to go 7-14 from the field for 
21 points, while the rest of the team 
managed a meager 3-17 on the night. 
UTEP shot only 33 percent, including 
1-7 from behind the arc. This staunch 
defense allowed the Owls to go into 
the half leading 27-26. 

Rebounds — UTEP 49 (Piekarska 9, Lacy 8, Hughes 
7, Jones 5, Krezel 4, Williams 3, Porras 3, Marisett 
3, Zelesiak 1); Rice 44 (Riverin 8, Mayse 7, Fulton 
6, Watts 6, Berezhynska 5. Loggins 4, Carter 2, 
Hudson 1). 

Like the first half, the beginning 
of the second half was a back and 
forth affair, with the Owls regain-
ing the lead at 34-33 with 15:30 left. 
At this point of the game, however, 
UTEP's transitional offense and full-
court press took over. The Miners 
went on a 24-4 run over nearly ten 

Assists — UTEP 13 (Hughes 5, Lacy 4, Piekarska 
1, Krezel 1, Porras 1, Marisett 1); Rice 7 (Fulton 3, 
Riverin 2, Mayse 1, Watts 1). 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
One Tree Hill sucks. Gossip Qlrl rules. Sincerely, 
Casey Michel 
The raspberry collider smoothie is by far the best 
thing offered at 13th St, followed closely by Straw 
berry Sour Straws. 

For the Mariners' sake, let's hope Bubba Crosby isn't 
as big of a bust as he was on the Yankees. Or perhaps 
let's hope hs is. 

I'm slightly jeals of Tracy/Rachie Wednesday night 
bonding time, but I always look forward to their 
Thresher visits. (Gossip Girl is amazing). 

Maroon 5 = amazing at 1:45 am = top of Greatest 
Hits: The Thresher Server. 
Feel better, Lo Dog s knee! (Boo puddles). 

minutes to end the Owls' upset bid. 
"It was disappointing because 

we had an opportunity to beat a 
nationally ranked team and were 
playing well enough to [win]," Wil-
liams said. "But that's what great 
teams do. They have those kind of 
runs and that was the ball game."* 

WOMEN 
From page 15 

doubles point, turning the tables 
on its past doubles struggles. 

After posting three dominant 
singles victories and helping 
her team pull off yet another 
doubles point, Karas was named 
Conference USA Co-Player of 
the Week. Surprisingly, this was 
Karas' first weekly honor from 
the C-USA. 

"It is outstanding that Do-
minique got that recognition 
because she has given all her 
heart out there on the courts 
and never gives up," head coach 
Roger White said. "Her play this 
past week is a testament to that. 
She won in straight sets at Tex-
as and then came back the next 
day and beat a very tenacious 
opponent at home." 

MATT CRNKOWCH/THREh>m R 
Junior Dominique Karas returns a shot against Northwestern State 
Monday. Karas was named C-USA co-Player of the Week after winning 
all of her singles matches this past weekend. 

S c h l c r t x s k y i 

ftl Ml 

8200 S. Main 
713-665-0011 

I m i k ' vMi th o f K ivc i i i n i | u i v , 

and I m i le n o r t h of 610. jus t 

a i r i n v f r o m Super ta rge t . 

S h o w % o i i r R i i c I I ) c a r d 

o r t i r i n g t h i s a i l i n 

BUY ONE 
mfjdiiiTi sandwich, chips & drink 

GET ONE 
sandwich or pizza 

FRFF 
L JLYJL/JD 

After 3 p.m. Everyday 

Inventing a new sport? 

thresher-sports@rice.edu 

http://www.publichumanities.org
mailto:thresher-sports@rice.edu
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Vote or something bad will 
happen. For rlls. 

Don't pull a Paris Hilton. 
Or P Diddy might come after 
you. This is serious shit going 
down, sa.rice.edu. Elections 
end next Wednesday, Feb. 27. 

A horse walks into a bar and 
the bartender says... 

The Rice Players' production 
of Melancholy Play continues 
tonight and tomorrow with 
shows at 8 p.m. in Hamman 
Hall. Tickets are $5 for Rice 
students and $10 general 
admission. There 's actually 
a spectrum of costs, which 
you can find online at www. 
rice.edu/~players. Also on the 
online, this plot description: 
"Tilly's melancholy is of an 
exquisite quality. She turns 
her melancholy into a sexy 
thing, and every stranger she 
meets falls in love with her. 
One day, inexplicably, Tilly 
becomes happy, and wreaks 
havoc on the lives of her 
paramours." 

Also, a sleeveless garment 
typically worn by girls 

Rice Light Opera's H.M.S. 
Pinafore opened its second 
weekend yesterday at 8:30 
p.m. in the Brown College 
commons; it also shows to-
night, same place, same time. 
"Look it up, it's good," quoth 
Dan. "[H.M.S. Pinafore] is 
about doody [sic] and class 
difference." The final show is 
tomorrow night at 8:30 in ... 
the Brown commons! Tickets 
are $5 for Rice peeps and $10 
general admission. For more 
info, go to http://www.ruf. 
rice. edu/~rlos/ 

Bring your Lasso 
Jones' Wild West Party rides 
back after the sunset. Get your 
groove on Wyatt Earp-style 
(whatever that may mean to 
you) in the Jones Commons 
from 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

22 
The ACRONYMS host... 

The Lunar New Year Culture 
Show! Put on by the CSA, 
KSA, RTA, VSA, HKSA, JASS, 
and ICUSA, this mysterious 
extravaganza of capital letters 
runs from 6-9 p.m. in the 
RMC's Grand Hall. It includes 
dinner; I'll leave the rest of the 
sleuthing up to you. 

Two Dolla? Holla! 
It's the return of Veggie 
Club's $2 Indian Food! 
Baker Commons, 6:30 p.m. 

MONDAY 

Turn that frown upside-down 

The Rice Players' Melancholy 
Play closes out its time with 
us tonight and tomorrow with 
shows at 8 p.m. in Hamman 
Hall. Cost and plot are presum-
ably the same. But maybe not. 
You could go to all of the shows 
and find out for yourself. 

WEDNESDAY 27 
Last Call for VOTES 

The Student Association Gen-
eral Elections end today. Don't 
forget to cast your ballot online 
at sa.rice.edu. No butterfly 
ballot, no hanging chad, just 
pure democracy. It's a beautiful 
thing, enit? 

Surprisingly, no bread is involved 

The Toastmasters are meeting to-
night from 6-7 p.m. in the RMC's 
Miner Lounge. For those of you 
hoping for some sort of Iron Chef 
competition involving the best 
toast you can imagine, I have 
some bad news: Not that kind of 
Toastmaster. I think that would 
technically be a Toast Master 
(2 words). They're are an interna-
tional organization that focuses on 
improving public speaking. 

Healthy People Needed for 
Clinical Research Study 

R e s e a r c h e r s at B a y l o r C o l l e g e o f M e d i c i n e n e e d hea l thy , 

adu l t v o l u n t e e r s to p a r t i c i p a t e in a r e s e a r c h s t u d y to 

e v a l u a t e N o r w a l k Vi rus , a c o m m o n c a u s e o f s h o r t -

t e r m v o m i t i n g and d i a r r h e a i l lness that o c c u r s in o u r 

c o m m u n i t y ( c o m m o n l y k n o w n as in t e s t ina l flu o r the 

c r u i s e sh ip v i rus ) . 

S t u d y r e q u i r e m e n t s i n v o l v e an i npa t i en t h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n 

( M a r c h 13-17) , f r e q u e n t o u t p a t i e n t v i s i t s tha t e x t e n d f o r 

6 m o n t h s a n d s p e c i m e n c o l l e c t i o n s . P a r t i c i p a n t s s h o u l d 

e x p e c t t o b e c o m e ill f o r at least a d a y o r m o r e . C r i t e r i a 

f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n are s t r ic t . E n r o l l m e n t is r e s t r i c t ed t o 

q u a l i f i e d s u b j e c t s a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n is a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

s o m e r i sks . 

C o m p e n s a t i o n will be pa id a c c o r d i n g t o the d e g r e e of a 

s u b j e c t ' s level o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n ( u p to - $ 1 4 0 0 ) . 

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t s t udy s ta f f at : 

7 1 3 - 7 9 8 - 0 9 5 6 o r e - m a i l N O R W A L K @ B C M . E D U (bes t ) 

Kanye said something 
that made Mike Myers 
uncomfortable 

Houston Mayor Bill White 
and Dr. Douglas Brinkley 
speak in part two of a three-
part lecture series titled 
"Houston and Katrina." The 
talks are Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 6-8 p.m. 
in the RMC's Grand Hall. 
For more info, go to 
events.rice. edu. 

Captain by Captain-west 

The Relay for Life's captains' 
meeting is tonight at 7 p.m. 
in the RMC's Meyer Confer-
ence Room. I stole this from 
the interwebs: "Come learn 
about Relay for Life, registra-
tion, fundraising, themes, and 
more! What is Relay? Relay for 
Life is a community gathering 
where everyone can partici-
pate in the fight against cancer 
by supporting the American 
Cancer Society. Teams of sup-
porters will camp out at Rice 
University's track stadium and 
celebrate life throughout the 
night with food, music, and 
activities. Relay is not a race. 
Teams maintain constant vigil 
by continually having at least 
one team member on the track 
walking, jogging, or running 
at all times, because the final 
victory over cancer won't be a 
sprint or a marathon, it will be 
a Relay! Relay for Life will be 
taking place on Friday-Satur-
day, April 18-19 at the Rice Uni-
versity Track/Soccer Stadium. 
For more information, please 
contact Kelsey. S.Lau@rice. edu." 

THURSDAY 28 
Pugilistic performers 

KTRU's annual Battle of the 
Bands is tonight from 7-10 
p.m. in the Lovett Under-
grounds. For more info, go 
to bang.rice.edu/battleofthe-
bands.shtml or e-mail rache-
lo@rice.edu. The winner of 
the Battle of the Bands wins 
a spot to perform at the 
KTRU Outdoor Show. 
(i.e. it's kind of a big deal.) 

FRIDAY 29 
A flood occurred 

Spike Lee's two-part documen-
tary, "When the Levees Broke," 
will show at the Rice Media 
Center as an addition to the 
"Houston and Katrina" lecture 
series. Part I shows at 7 p.m. 
and Part II begins at 9 p.m. 

MacShanigan's Day! 
O snaps. It's spring break. And 
it's Leap Day. Little known 
fact: When Leap Day falls on a 
Friday, it's known a MacShani-
gan's Day, the ancient prelude 
to Saint Patrick's Day. Jealous 
of their neighbors to the west, 
the Scots decided to create a 
drinking holiday even more 
epic than March 17. The result: 
MacShanigan's Day. It turned 
out to be so epic that the 
Scots could hold the holiday 
only once every few years. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 34^5238 
E-mail: sgm@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 
I'm kind of running out of things 
to say here. In tribute to every 
band ever to release "Thank 
yous" in their album insert. 

I'd like to thank God for giv-
ing me the skills and the gift 
necessary to make the Thresher 
calendar every week. Without 
Him I would be nothing. I'd 
also like to thank my parents 
and my family and my friends 
for putting up with me while I 
found my true calling. I'd like 
to thank the calendar team for 
putting together a great list of 
events every week. Most of all, 
I want to thank you, the reader, 
for making the calendar the 
staple of Rice University life 
that I like to pretend that it is 
so that I can feel important and 
powerful. I'm always surprised 
by the passion and commitment 
people feel for the calendar. 
You guys are the best. 

SuperShuttle, 
Need a Ride to the Airport 

this Spring Break? 
Rice students will receive a DISCOUNT on SuperShuttle 
fares to and from the airport. 

To receive discount please make reservations online at 
vsrww.SuperShuttle.com and use discount code: HR4UW 

Traveling with a group? 
Forget about airport parking and Houston traffic. SuperShuttle can offer 
your group exclusive transportation to Houston's airports! For a flat rate 
of $75 (from Rice University) SuperShuttle can provide transportation for 
groups of 4 to 10 passengers. 

For pricing from alternate locations in Houston, please visit 

lhuttle.com or calll-800-BlueVan. 

R i c e Thresher 
PM AMERICAN INSTITUTION . . . „ F S 0 ^ 

http://www.ruf
mailto:NORWALK@BCM.EDU
mailto:lo@rice.edu
mailto:sgm@rice.edu
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In a striking turn of events, 
the debate was immediately 
preceded by an heart wrenching 
speech by the candidate with 
populist ideals, explaining that 
he would have to drop out. 

"For me, a few hours ago, 
this campaign came to an 
end. For all those whose 
cares have been our con-
cern, the work goes on, the 
cause endures, the hope 
still lives, and the dream 
shall never die." 

He had spent his campaign 
working to improve the welfare 
of students in the two colleges 
currently under construction, 
emphasizing those students in 
his speech. 

"Tonight, in their name, I 
have come here to speak for 
them. And for their sake, I 
ask you to stand with them. 
On their behalf I ask you 
to restate and reaffirm the 
timeless truth of the Stu-
dent Association." 

This drop-out left many vot-
ers up for grabs by what looked 
like would be the two remaining 
candidates. However an unex-
pected duo threw a wrench into 
the race 

The charismatic Brown guy who is hazy on 
the specifics but has a huge fan base! 

The clear w i n n e r in the 
debate was that charismatic 
Brown candidate who is hazy 
on specific issues but is almost 
a cult figure among his fan 
base and is viewed as a refuge 
of hope for s tudents cynical 
about the SA. 

Election observers originally 
believed that his Brown status 
may harm him, but it has only 

helped his candidacy, with his 
supporters not just limited to 
Browns. 

He has show the ability to 
get people to vote who other-
wise would not. Pundits have 
attributed his wide appeal to 
his impressive speeches and 
rhetoric: 

"If I can fit it in my mouth, so 
can you!" 

The weird pseudo-libertarian candidates 
with Christian ties and some devious secrets! 

mBBSm 

After getting on the ballot 
through a rather queer set of 
circumstances, this candidate 

is flying high as a blimp on a 
plan to break down the central 
government as much as possible. 

The hard-nosed 
woman with strong 
policy positions and 
a focus on security! 

The woman candidate spent 
the debate emphasiz ing her 
specific policies and attacking 
what she saw as failures in the 
representative system. 

She continued to build on 
her theme from the previous 
debate, discussing her concern 
about security and threats to 
students. 

Nothing will stop this girl 
from shining on through. 

He has promised to tackle the 
hard issues with 20/20 hindsight, 
mixing investigative judgement 
with a simple policy of just suck-
ing it up, even if it is a real pain 
in the rear. 

Outside policy, they have 
been able to build ties with lots 
of students clubs, putting some 
pride in Campus Crusade. 

SA a 
1 Eleqti 
dvi< tion 
vice 

1. Vote, damn it! 

2. Don't vote for candidates 
who did not turn in Thresher 
blurbs and who are not 
actively campaigning. 
Remember, if they don't care 
about you, you should not 
care about them. 

Don't help some suckups 
get another line on their 
resume! 

3. Vote for write-in candidates 

whenever possible. Because 

the SA uses preferential vot-

ing, you can write-in whomev-

er you want while sti l l casting 

a serious vote for someone 

you support. 

A good write-in option is Ron 
Paul (whom the Backpage 
endorses for U Court Senior 
Rep), but feel free to use who-
ever (like Lara Croft for RTV5 
station manager). 

4. Just because a candidate has 
dropped out does not mean 
you cannot write in their 
name. They may not be able 
to serve, but it would sti l l be a 
moral victory. 

5. If you do write in, remember, 
it wil l only show up if at least 
two people do it, so vote with 
a friend. 

6. Don't write in the Backpage 
for Thresher EIC. It is old and 
not really that funny anymore. 

7. If the Thresher blanket-tax 
passes, which oh God we 
need it to, we wil l place pic-
tures of EIC Stephen Whitf ield 
being a jive turkey on the 
Backpage.-

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

CLASSIFIEDS 
classifieds@rice.edu 

(713) 348-3974 

Monday , Feb. 25 
Senior Pub Night 

"Your Favorite Senior Bartenders Serving Up Your Favorites e> Pub" 

Tuesday, Feb. 26 

Sid Richardson College Pub Night^®^ 

Wednesday, Feb. 27 
Rec Center Trivia! 

"A bunch of prizes all night long courtesy of the Rice Rec Center!" 

Thursday, Feb. 2 8 
4 § 1 0 , 0 0 0 PC Pub Night 

"Turn the clock way back and don't wear too web... It's about to be I PIC i" 

Fr iday, Feb. 29 

Phil's Phriday: 4pw-7pm * 

j g g j i i t 
7* + 

HELP WANTED 

HUMANISM is a life-philosophy based 
on concern for fellow human beings, 
but without supernatural beliefs. I .earn 
more about our many events promoting 
reason, science, ethics, and fellowship. 
HumanistsOfHouston. org. 

HUNGRYS CAFE & Bistro in Rice Vil-
lage is now hiring DELIVERY DRIVERS 
& WATrSTAFF Excellent Tips! Flexible 
Schedule! Ph. 713-523^652 Email: info® 
hungryscafe.com. 

WANTEDAJNDERGRADUATE student 
to tutor two middle school students. 
English, Math, and Science. Located 
at 4020 Swarthmore. 2 evenings each 
week (7-9 PM). Fees negotiable. Con-
tact Michael 71^665-5038 (H) 832-325-
6504 (W). Please send your resume to 
michael. a.altman@uth. tmc. edu. 

COMPANY INTHERice Village looking 
for administrative help. $ 18/hr. Chvned by 
Rice grads. Need aminimumofl5hrsper 
week. Wide variety of organizational proj-
ects. Walk to work. Extremely flexible and 
fun environment. Call 713-529-3300. 

PART TIME PET sitter needed for 
growing business. Applicants must pass 
background check & supply references. 
Contact Alexis at alexis@cubbiesbone. com 
or 832-338-8307 for more info, www.cub-
biesbone.com. 

EARN $800-$3200a month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. www. 
AdCarClub.com. 

LOOKING FOR students interested in 
working in the Rice University Athletic 
Department for the Spring Semester 
and beyond either in Sports Medicine 
or Athletic Equipment. Scholarships 
available ASAP Contact Richie Valdes at 
rvaldes@rice.edu for information. 

LOOKING FOR a Summer Job? Office 
assistant needed in Rice Village. Train 
now 5-10 hours j)er week then w< >rk 25-30 
hoursin the summer. Flexiblehours-$10 
per hour. Email resume or contact infor-
mation to: LVS@charternotes.com. 

HOUSING 

CONDOFORSALE! 7575Kirby. Beauti-
ful 1/1. Great location close to campus. 
Hardwoods in kitchen/living rooms, 
appliances included, lots of amenities. 
$163,5(X). Available immediately. Please 
call 832-274-8547. 

2BD/2BA FURNISHEI) condo for lease-
9 month lease only - 2(X)8/09 school year. 
Next door to Rice Campus. $14(X)/mo, 
all utiUites pd. No jx t̂s or smoking. Call 
713-521-0141. 

UPPER K1RBY. 2 bedroom, one bath 
apt. Small building at 2301 Norfolk. 
Hardwood floors, central air and heat, 
on-site laundry, limited access gates at 
building. No Dogs Please. $750 with 
one-year lease and deposit Available 
now. Andover 713-524-3344. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content 
of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:rvaldes@rice.edu
mailto:LVS@charternotes.com

