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S A blocks 
green tax vote 
Proposed sustainability 
blanket tax kept off ballot 
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Kerry keynotes 

climate conference 
by Sarah Kutlrdtfe 
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A proposal to place a $10 blanket tax for 
renewable energy on the Student Associa-
tion ballot this year was rejected by a narrow 
vote at the SA meeting Monday. However, 
the Renewable Energy Fund Committee, the 
committee that would have received the tax 
money, was approved. 

'Hie tax, proposed by the SA Environmental 
Committee, would be used to provide renewable 
sources of energy to campus, Brown College 
Senator Patrick McAnaney said. At first, the 
only goal of the tax was to fund the installation 
of solar panels on the Rice Memorial Center. 
McAnaney, a Brown sophomore, said they 
decided to make the wording more general 
because Sustainability Director Richard John-
son pointed out it was important to maintain a 
flexibility in the wording of the blanket tax to 
keep their options open if they decided t<) pursue 
other sources of renewable energy. 

McAnaney said that a lot of other universi-
ties, including University of Illinois and Har-
vard University, have similar student renew-
able energy fees that were met with student 
approval. He said anything less than $10 per 
student would not raise sufficient funds for a 
project like putting solar panels on the KMC. 

'Die blanket tax required two votes: one to 
establish the Renewable Energy Fund Commit-
tee and one to put the $10 blanket tax on the 
ballot. The first required a simple majority, while 
the other required a two-thirds vote in favor. The 

see TAX, page 6 
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Perhaps MassachusettsSenatorJohn Kerry 
faded from the public eye after his unsuccess-
ful run for the presidency in 2001. but in a 
sjx'ech last Saturday at file James A. Baker 111 
Institute lorftiblicPolicy. he said he has turned 
his attention to bigger, more global issues. 
As keynote sjx'aker of the "Beyond Science: 
Fhe Economies and Polities of Responding 
to Climate Change" day-long event, Kerry 
higliligTited the importance of address ing 
global climate change today. 

see KERRY, juage «S 

Student mugged at gunpoint north of campus 
by Jocelyn Wright 
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Thanks to Counterstrike, police may be abit 
closer to capturing the man who robbed Jones 
College senior Bryan Rutherford at gunpoint. 
Relying upon his days playing the video game, 
Rutherford was able to identify the gun his 
attacker used as a Glock pistol. 

But the computer games do not end there, 
with Rutherford's description of his attacker 
leading to a computer-generated image of 
the perpetrator. 

"He got a pretty good look at him," RUPI) 
Captain Dianna Marshall said. "We generated 
a computer image and the student was very 
satisfied and thinks it's a good rendition." 

Rutherford described his attacker as a 
five-foot, eight-inch heavy set African-American 
male who wore a black hooded sweatshirt and 
gym shorts. 

Rutherford was walking to his 9 a.m. 
class south on Wilton Street near Sunset 
Boulevard when the man approached him 
and demanded his wallet. Rutherford asked 
the perpetrator to let him keep his IDs, but 
the suspect refused and demanded again 
that he give him his wallet. He then ordered 
Rutherford to walk north on Wilton. Ru-
therford did as instructed and then turned 
around the corner and called RUPI) on his 
cell phone to inform them that he had just 
been robbed and that it looked as though 

see THE Ft", page 1 
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RUPD compiled this computerized sketch of 
Rutherford's attacker. 

TAYlOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Life in plastic...it's fantastic! 
Brown College sophomore Rita Diaz and Baker College junior Ashley Russell dance at 
Archi-Arts Saturday. The theme for this year's party was "Plastic." Each year, the 
sophomore architecture students host the event in order to raise money for their spring 
break trip to Paris. 

Candidates face off in internal debate 
bv Lilv Chun 
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Candidates for Student Association Presi-
dent, External Vice President and Internal Vice 
President gathered for an SA sponsored debate 
Monday in Farnsworth Pavilion to discuss why 
they felt they were the strongest candidates for 
the respective positions. 

SA Elections Committee Chair Andrew Bo-
w( 'ii. who m< (derated the debate with SA I 'resident 
1 .aura Kelley, began the discussion by asking the 
candidates to describe the Rice student body in 
30 seconds or less. 

SA Internal Vice President Matt Youn said he 
thinks Rice students are unique. 

"We're a quirky bunch, and I love it," Youn, 
a Brown College junior said. "We're a group of 
very intelligent students but at the same time, 
we keep it real." 

SA External Vice President Sarah Baker said 
she thinks students worked hard but also knew 
how to have fun. Baker, a Lovett College junior, 
said she was happy with the different types of 
students on campus. 

SA Parliamentarian Christopher Warrington 
also said he valued the variety of people at Rice. 

"We're a diverse group of students in our 
bonds, and we're cemented together by the 

college system," Warrington, a Jones College 
junior, said. 

Next, Kelley asked the candidates to each 
describe one leadership strength and one leader-
ship weakness. 

Baker said she is very good at gauging stu-
dent opinion. 

"I've had experience with [the College As-
sistance Peer Program J," Baker said. "I really 
value that in myself." 

Baker said her weakness is that she takes on 
too much and needs to learn how to delegate. 

Warrington saidhisbestleadershiptraitisthat 
he is good at managing large long-term projects. 
He said his weakness, however, is that he can get 
tunnel-visioned on a particular issue. 

"I'll overcome that," Warrington said. "Every-
day I look over what happened, see what tilings 
I got done and what things I didn't" 

Youn said his greatest strength is his ability 
to collaborate with different people on projects. 
Youn said he aided others to make online course 
evaluations public and helped with figuring out 
the academic poll. 

"That shows I've worked with others and also 
had to gauge student opinion," Youn said. 

Youn joked that his weakness was that he 
occasionally worded phrases awkwardly. 

see DEBATE, page 5 

INSIDE 

I)o you <3 Rice Vaginas? 
Come see the Vagina Monologues at 8 

p.m. tonight in the Jones Commons. Tickets 
are $5 for Rice students and $7 for others. 
You can also pick up an "1 <3 Rice Vaginas" 
button during lunch. Proceeds go to the 
Houston Area Women's Resource Center. 

Hope and freedom 
Soul Night 2008 is coming to the (irand I lall 

oftheRMC on tomorrow The fun-filled evening 
lasts from 6:30 - 9 p.m. It is sponsored by the 
Black Student Association and the Caribbean 
Student Society. 

Watch the SA debates 
The annual Student Association Election 

1 )ebates will take place at 10 p.m. in the RMC. 
Come hear the candidates sjx-ak and get to 
know their views on student issues. Or sit on 
your couch and turn on R IV5, which will be 
broadcasting the event live. 

OPINION Page 2 

A&E Page 9 
Zombies! Zombies! Zombies! 

SPORTS Page 15 
Men's tennis defeats Miami 

"This was like [saying], 'Let's walk in and quietly 
rob the one teller with a plastic gun.'" 
— IT Director William Deigaard on the simplicity 
of the phishing attempt, Story on page 8. 

Scoreboard 

Women's Tennis 
Rice 7, Stephen F Austin 0 
Rice 4, Alabama 3 
Men's Tennis 
Rice 5. Miami 2 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Thunderstorms, 54-71 degrees 
Saturday 
Thunderstorms, 41-61 degrees 
Sunday 
Showers. 41 65 degrees 
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SA should let 
the students vote 

Claims that there is a severe gap between the Student Associa-
tion and the rest of the student body are cliche. But at Monday's 
meeting, the SA played that same old tune, blocking students 
from being able to vote on an environmental blanket tax — a tax 
that more than 80 percent of students supported, according to 
an SA poll from last year (see story, page 1). 

Brown College senator Patrick McAnaney and SA Environ-
mental Committee Chair Lauren Laustsen made the proposal, 
which would have created a Renewable Energy Committee 
within the SA to use the money — around $30,000 a year — to 
fund environmental and sustainability improvements to campus. 
After a year of unprecedented environmental activism on campus, 
this proposal would have allowed students to lead the charge for 
themselves. After all, students had already shown in poll results 
that they wanted such a program, and the SA should have given 
them a chance to vote on one. If the plan had problems, then 
students themselves could have voted it down. 

Admittedly, the proposal was a little vague on the specifics. 
However, McAnaney did assure the SA that Director of Sus-
tainability Richard Johnson was overseeing the plan. And if SA 
members wanted more details about the plan, they should have 
asked for them, rather than voting it down without knowing all 
the facts. 

In fact, the entire voting process was marked by SA members' 
confusion over the proposal and the election process. If students 
are going to get elected to these positions, they should at least 
know how the government works. 

However, McAnaney and Laustsen should not view the SA's 
rejection of the blanket tax as a permanent setback. They should 
use the time before the next election to flesh out their current 
project and plan others for years to come. If McAnaney and 
Laustsen make the plans concrete enough, then approval for 
blanket tax funding would be nothing more than a formality, 
ready to be voted upon by students. 

20 years necessitates 
blanket tax adjustment 

When s tudents vote in the Student Association elections, they 
will find a ballot filled with Constitutional Amendments galore 
and one very important blanket tax adjustment — increasing 
the Thresher blanket tax from $7.60 to $14.30. We cannot s t ress 
enough the importance of this change. 

It has been 20 years since the last Thresher blanket tax 
increase, and our budget is s tar t ing to feel it. After all, those 
20 years have seen an increase in inflation, in printing costs and 
in the overall amount of money it takes to run a newspaper. We 
have done everything we can to keep costs down and advertis-
ing revenue up, but after a certain point c i rcumstances just go 
beyond our control. 

We are not seeking any inordinate increase in the amount of 
funding. Rather, we are simply adjust ing for 20 years worth of 
rising prices and changing markets — a dollar does not go as 
far as it used to, and adjusting for inflation, this tax increase will 
keep us right on track. If we could, we would merely ask that the 
blanket tax be tied to the cost of living or some other s tandard, 
but the cashier ' s office insists on increases in block amounts . 

In the end, s tudents are still get t ing a great deal, paying only 
$14.30 for a product that o therwise would cost $60 per year. 

So, come election day, we hope students vote to support t he Thresher. 
It is your newspaper, and it needs your support. 

The writers stike has 
been hard on us ... 

For the past several months, students have had to suffer reruns 
and reality shows as the Writers Guild of America has been on strike 
to gain better compensation for their work. But as producers and 
union members finalize an agreement, we believe that students 
should celebrate the eventual return of our favorite shows, which 
often serve as escapist breaks from our stressful lives. 

So while students may have to wait until April for new episodes 
of The Office, campus can get a jumpstart today by celebrating 
"That's What She Said" Day. It may be hard to wait, and it is long, 
but we know it would make us feel good in the end. Michael Scott 
would be proud. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Endowment, tuition 
argument mistaken 
To the editor: 

Kurt Wilson recoils at the fact 
that universities charge high tuition 
but give plenty of aid ("Endowment 
image, not altruism," Feb. 8). Would 
his head explode if tuition were 
$1 million with an average aid pack-
age of $984,000? He even finds it 
deplorable that in 2050 perhaps only 
Bill Gates' grandson will be able 
to pay Harvard's tuition. But that 
means nearly everyone is not paying 
full price. While talk of tuition may 
make sense when most students pay 
that figure, it does not when almost 
nobody does. The average indebt-
edness after graduation at Rice in 
2007, for example, was $15,876. If 
Harvard students feel they are not 
getting their money's worth, they are 
perfectly free to come here. 

Alex Perrone 
Brown junior 

Co-ed rules retain 
viability not sexism 
To the editor: 

Î ast week's column on co-ed flag 
did not accurately depict die reasoning 
for the rules ("Co-ed flag example of 
sexist system and gender standards," 
Feb. 8). 

For the past three years I have 
played on Brown College's co-ed team 
and for the past two I have tried to quit. 
Thegameisnotfunformebecauseasa 
female I get pushed to the side. The only 
reason I remain on the team is because 
we cannot find enough females to play. 
The rules are not as they are because 
women are inferior. They are designed 
to encourage men to let women take 
part in the plays. Even with the current 
open-closed rules, every girl on the 
field can be ignored as long as a team 
has a quality female quarterback. I do 
not doubt that the males on my team 
know I can catch the ball; they have 
come to my powderpuff Raines and 
they have seen me catch at practice. 
This does not mean that they will 
choose to pass to me. 

ll could be that they would rather 
throw to their friends or maybe they 
really do believe that males can catch 
the ball better, but either way the 
girls are ignored. In previous years 
powderpuff plays that are known to 
work are foregone for guys who want 
to just throw long ;md hope we catch 
it. Even though we lost multiple games 
using tiiis philosophy, we kept playing 
that way, no matter how m;iny girls 
threatened to quit. 

While die current rules do imply 
a sense of sexism, they should not be 
interpreted tiiat way. 'I hey are in place 
to encourage males to include women 
in plays — and until the female role 
in the game changes — these rules 
will remain without a sexist nature. 

Kristen Hild 
Brown junior 

SA partially strips 
student vote on issues 
To the editor: 

During the last Student Associa-
tion meeting, the Senate — College 

Presidents, Senators and the Ex-
ecutive Committee — voted not to 
let the student body vote on a bill 
regarding the creation and funding 
of the Renewable Energy Commit-
tee in the upcoming election. 

The main point of contention 
was a $10 increase in the blanket 
tax that would be needed to fund 
any sort of meaningful renewable 
energy project on campus. I know 
that many people are sick of hear-
ing about environmental initiatives, 
and you will be glad to know that 
my point has nothing to do with 
them. I am pissed that democracy 
was taken away from the students. 
More than a few people who were 
elected to represent the voice of the 
students decided to take away the 
most powerful way in which that 
voice can be heard: the vote. 

I would be a little more under-
standing if the proposed bill were 
something completely inane, but 
Brown College Senator Patrick 
McAnaney and Environmental 
Committee Chair Lauren Laust-
sen did their research before 
proposing this. You may or may 
not remember a poll that the SA 
conducted to gauge how much 
students would be willing to pay 
for renewable energy. When the 
majority of over 300 responses 
showed that students might be 
willing to pay significantly more 
than$10peryear, they met with the 
right people at Rice to figure out 
that $10 was the minimum needed 
to get anything done and went with 
it. Whether or not I consider this 
poll to be the most valid measure 
of student opinion ever conducted, 
I strongly believe that it provides 
enough evidence to warrant a vote 
on the matter to find out for sure. 
Now we will never know. 

In my opinion, several people 
jumped on the wording of the bill 
as a superficial excuse to nix it and 
promote personal opinions with 
limited outside input. Even though 
the Senate was almost split, it made 
me very uncomfortable to be part 
of a vote that took away your vote, 
especially when the same group of 
people unanimously agreed to let 
an almost $7 blanket tax increase 
make the ballot immediately after-
ward. My main point is this: When 
College and SA candidates tell you 
every day for the next few weeks 
that they care most about what you 
think, make sure that they actually 
believe it before casting your ballot. 
Apparently you are voting for your 
right to have a vote next year. 

Matt Feaga 
Student Association Treasurer 

Mart el junior 

District race helped 
by student suffrage 
To the editor: 

The congressional seat for the 
7th District of Texas, where Rice 
resides, is being hotly contested 
in a race that could install the 
first Democrat since 1966 to hold 
this seat. 

Michael Skelly, the amiable en-
trepreneur sitting two desks away 
from me at Horizon Wind Energy, 
has thrown his hat into politics 
for the first time, promising fresh 
energy. He co-founded Horizon 
and is widely admired within the 

company. He refuses the corner 
desk or the fancy office and will 
make time to listen to anyone, no 
matter where they sit on the corpo-
rate totem pole. His values shaped 
our company's open culture that 
respects employees, communities 
and the natural environment. 

The incumbent, Republican 
John Culberson, is part of the mis-
placed priorities in Washington. 
He has referred to the Iraq war 
as "the fight to preserve American 
civilization." He voted against the 
energy bill, against the State Chil-
dren's Health Insurance Program, 
and against stem cell research. He 
has an irrational obsession with 
border control above and beyond 
other issues. 

Skelly calls for an increased 
diplomatic surge in Iraq. He calls 
for a reasonable minimum wage and 
supports healthcare for all children. 
He advocates a balanced energy 
portfolio where oil and renewables 
play their respective parts. He is 
capable, having graduated from 
Notre Dame and Harvard Business 
School, served in the Peace Corps, 
and succeeded in business, turning 
Horizon Wind Energy into a multi-
billion dollar company. 

So get involved. This is our 
neighborhood, and our national 
representation. If your home state 
is remotely "safe" for president, then 
vote here where it counts more for 
congress. Reach out to people you 
know who can help give Skelly an 
audience. Join Skelly on Facebook. 
Talk to people in online forums. Tell 
your friends and colleagues about 
the race. Let's get a worthy leader 
to represent our community. 

Stephen Dictor 
Martel '07 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher®rice.edit. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
'Hie Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• T h e Thresher a lso 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
m We accept display and 
classified advertisements. 
Advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our advertising man-
ager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Dirty money requires clean elections 
Like most of you, I gravitate 
toward The New York Times or The 
Wall Street Journal to enjoy with 
my cereal each morning, but an 
article on the front page 
of The Houston Chronicle 
caught my attention this 
past Monday. I s tarted 
reading because of its ri-
diculous title, "Texas is a 
cash cow for political can-
didates," but my shock at 
the content of the article 
hooked me past the front 
page. In brief, it discusses 
cash contributions from 
Texas citizens going to 
public officials who are 
outside of the state. 

It started in 1978 when Texas oil-
men devised a plan to spread their 
influence to Washington and push 
for deregulating the gas industry. 
However, do not get the idea that 
this is a partisan or a corporate is-
sue. Money is pouring out of Texas 
at a lopsided ratio, with $30 million 
this past year going to conservative 
and liberal legislators and execu-
tives. Why? Because it works. 

The more important question 
is, why should you care? For one, 
because the issue of private do-
nations in campaigns permeates 
every issue, meaning it influences 
what you care about, whether it is 
environmental legislation, health 
insurance, education, tax laws or 
foreign policy. 

To present both sides, a number 
of voters feel that the privilege to 
donate money to campaigns is a 
form of f ree speech granted by 

Laura 
Kelley 

the first amendment; this view was 
supported by the Supreme Court 
case Buckley v. Valeo. Many other 
citizens, including myself, feel that 

this system makes the 
votes of some Americans 
count more than others. 

So what can be done 
about this special interest 
money that gums up our 
elections? For one, there 
is the option of public 
financing for campaigns. 
Senator Richard Durbin 
of Illinois has heard vot-
ers ' frustrations and now 
is standing up to the pow-
ers that have controlled 

Washington for too long. On March 
15,2007, Durbin introduced a Sen-
ate bill that would create a federal 
system of what would be called 
"Clean Elections" — for those of 
you interested in the presidential 
elections, Senators McCain and 
Obama are co-sponsoring this bill. 
This system is designed to make 
our government fairer by giving 
an equal grant to congressional 
candidates who agree to accept 
no private contr ibut ions larger 
than $5. 

"Clean Elections" is a reform 
that will combat the influence of 
large political contributors. For 
example, the student loan industry 
has kept interest rates artificially 
high for college students. "Clean 
Elections" candidates will be able 
to work on legislation that benefits 
all of us as opposed to just their do-
nors. And with "Clean Elections," 
more cit izens — including our 

generation — without connections 
to high-dollar donors would be able 
to run for office. 

"Clean Elections" has proved 
that it works. In Arizona, Con-
necticut, Maine, North Carolina, 
Portland, Ore. and Albuquerque, 
N.M. — where "Clean Elections" 
has been voted in — the system has 
brought more voter choice, more 
diverse candidates , g r a s s roo t s 
campaigns and cit izens access 
to their representatives. "Clean 
Elections" creates a deeper and 
more responsive democracy for 
all of us. 

"Clean Elections" 
creates a deeper 

and more responsive 
democracy for 

all of us. 

You can help make this innova-
tive system a national reality. I am 
founding a chapter of the national 
nonprofit Democracy Matters at 
Rice this semester to lobby for this 
change. Join me in creating a more 
robust political process. Together 
we can take back our democracy 
from big funders and powerful 
special interests. 

iMura Kelley is a Brown College 
senior and Student Association 
president. 

Guest column 

Texas primary prime for Democrats, Obama 
N o t l o n g ago, many political ob-
servers wrote off the importance of 
states that held their Presidential 
Primaries after Feb. 5, dubbing 
places like Texas a mere 
epilogue to the extrava-
ganza of Super Tuesday's 
contests. I would talk to 
fr iends around the coun-
try as they nonchalantly 
recounted attending inti-
mate political rallies and 
mee t ing the i r favori te 
presidential candidates. 
They reassured me that 
someday I would get the 
c h a n c e to see Barack 
Obama or Hillary Clinton 
outside of my college-salary-sized 
television. Well, as every gun-tot-
ing-cattle-herdingTexan will soon 
find out, my friends were right. 

Hundreds of campaign staffers 
are on their way, millions of dol-
lars will be spent on rallies and 
adver t i sements , and candidates 
will be making final pleas to the 
citizens of Texas. Throughout this 
exciting time, I urge us students 
to approach the next three weeks 
with an inquisitive and grounded 
mentality. It can be easy to im-
mediately jump over to whichever 
campaign presents the simplest 
and most idealistic solutions, yet, 
as any politician or economist will 
tell you, there are no easy solutions 
to our health care crisis, to fight 
terror or to immigration reform. 

I was at a Baker Institute event 
earlier this week where the Junior 
Senator from Massachusetts was 
speaking about the politics of the 
environment. As the 2004 Demo-
cratic nominee for president, John 
Kerry gave a compelling argument 
for moving beyond the science 
of climate change and combating 
global warming with American inge-
nuity and innovation. After Kerry's 
speech, I had the opportunity to 
ask him a question: "How do we get 
students more educated and more 
involved in this movement?" 1 le took 
a few seconds before answering 
with two familiar words: "Barack 

Hamblev 

Obama." Coming from a man who 
has partnered with A1 Gore since 
1987 on some of the most progres-
sive envi ronmenta l legislation, 

these two words mean a 
great deal. 

When choosing a pres-
idential candidate to sup-
port, the two questions at 
the forefront of my mind 
are: Who will be the best 
for our country, and who 
will best represent my val-
ues and ideals? Although 
Barack ()bama has under-
gone much scrutiny and 
criticism throughout this 
primary, the one argu-

ment I do not hear from any side 
is that Barack Obama will not best 
serve and unite our generation. 

Obama strongly advocates for 
extensive education reform and for 
providing sufficient financial aid to 
allow more Americans our age to 
attend college. No other candidate 
has spent as much time working 
with our age group. 1 le has student 
chapters at 600-plus college and 
high school campuses across the 
nation, including 20 throughout the 
state of Texas. Obama — the only 
candidate running who is not a 
baby boomer — counts on our age 
group as a major constituency and 
will be obligated to protect our 
rights and needs. 

The third and final viewpoint 
I will put forward is that Barack 
Obama has a unique opportunity 
to unite our country. A look at who 
has voted for him so far shows that 
he counts on support from a di-
verse coalition of white, black, old, 
young, democrat, independent and, 
yes, republicans. Can you imagine 
what America could accomplish 
if an overwhelming majority sup-
ported the president?The last time 
this was the case, America helped 
bring an end to the Cold War. 

Of course, there is no perfect 
candidate running for President. 
You will have to make the choice 
on more experience versus better 
judgment, on smaller versus big-

ger government, on older versus 
younger. If we can keep a grounded 
and curious mindset, I have no doubt 
that each one of us will come to the 
right decision on who will best rep-
resent ourselves and our country. 
As we have seen in two of the pri-
maries thus far — New Mexico and 
Missouri — the fight for delegates 
can be decided by a few people and 
our campus could very well have a 
reverberating say in who are the 
presidential nominees. If you are 
planning on traveling over spring 
break you can still make your vote 
count by voting early, starting Feb. 
19. Our state has an open primary, 
meaning that you do not have to be 
a member of any party to vote for 
their nominee. 

Nick Hambley is a Will Rice College 
senior and the Western Regional 
Coordinator for the student wing of 
Obama for America. 

Grits and gesundheit 

Inept Republican president 
better than Democratic one 
A s the election returns rolled in 
on the night of Super Tuesday, my 
heart sank lower and lower. My 
worst nightmare was coming true: 
Senator John McCain 
was gaining a significant 
lead in the Republican 
delegate count. 
I maintained my opti-
mism through Wednes-
day and the following 
morning, vicariously 
enjoying Super Tues-
day's results through 
the glee of my Obama-
s u p p o r t i n g f r i e n d s . 
I was forced to face 
reality on Thursday, 
however, when Mitt Romney, 
the last hope for conservative 
Republ icans , s u s p e n d e d his 
Presidential bid. I am currently 
grappling with the fact that John 
McCain is now — gulp — likely 
to be the Republican nominee 
for President. 

What is it that makes the 
conservative movement dread a 
McCain nomination? In a nut-
shell, he is not a conservative 
Republican. Indeed, in the last 
Presidential election he actively 
considered running as Senator 
John Kerry's vice president. The 
list does not stop there. As political 
commentator Charles Krautham-
mer accurately stated on Special 
Report with Brit Hume, "McCain's 
apostasies are too numerous to 
actually count." 

McCain has a terrible habit of 
co-sponsoring nationally damaging 
legislation with liberal Democrats. 
Irrespective of the offensive com-
ponents. the names of these bills, 
say it all: McCain-Feingold, McCa-
in-Kennedy, McCain-Lieberman 
and McCain-Kennedy-Edwards. 
Conservatives do not begrudge 
McCain for attempting bipartisan 
legislation. Right-wingers do take 
issue with the fact that these bills 
represent an absolute abandon-
ment from the conservative prin-
ciples they hold dear. 

In addition to his attacks on 
free speech (McCain-Feingold), 
attempts to grant amnesty to 
illegal immigran t s (McCain-
Kennedy) , promotion of economy-
stifling global warming initiatives 
(McCain-Lieberman) and an 
increase in medical liability suits 
(McCain-Kennedy-Edwards) , 
John McCain also voted against 
the Bush tax cuts in 2001. 

The list does not end there, 
either. Many a conservative Repub-
lican could go on voicing disagree-
ments with McCain on his desire 
to shut down Guantanamo, loosen 
restrictions on federally funded 

Caroline 
May 

stem-cell research and even his 
participation in the "Gang of 14" 
during the Senate showdown over 
Supreme Court nominees. I will 

spare you from monoto-
nous lists, although I am 
sure that by continuing 
I will pique the inter-
est of many wavering 
Democrats. 

My c o n s e r v a t i v e 
b r e t h r e n and I now 
stand at a crossroads, 
and though the inven-
tory of grievances with 
McCain is painfully long, 
I am loath to think that 
the only other options 

come November will be Senators 
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama. 
Conservatives throughout the 
country are reacting to the McCain 
nomination in a number of ways, 
some positive, many negative. In 
this situation, with the movement 
seemingly in disarray, the worst 
thing conservatives can do is sit 
out this election, or worse, vote 
for the Democratic nominee out 
of spite. Instead, Republicans must 
ask themselves what they believe 
is in America's best interest. 

The course of the country is 
not a joke, and media pundits like 
Ann Coulter do nothing but harm 
when, for shock value, they seek 
attention by advocating support 
for Hillary Clinton or not voting 
at all. A McCain presidency is bet-
ter than surrendering the helm to 
either Clinton or Obama. 

The fact that the Republic jn 
candidate is not a conservative 
does not mean the movement has 
ended. Rather, it provides an impe-
tus for conservatives everywhere 
to get active and enthusiastically 
fight for change at the grassroots 
level. If the president does not fully 
represent the ideology, then let's 
saturate our local and state gov-
ernments with conservatives and 
elect conservatives to the House 
and Senate. Michelle Malkin put 
it well, "If you can't stomach John 
McCain, channel your support and 
energies to Republicans who do 
represent your values and who 
have treated the conservative base 
as allies instead of enemies." 

All A m e r i c a n s h a v e a 
voice — it is up to us whether or 
not we chose to use it. If conser-
vatives play an active role in the 
various campaigns nation-wide, 
they can maintain a presence and 
continue to build and preserve the 
movement through and long past 
a McCain presidency. 

Caroline May 
College junior. 
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IT prevents e-mail phishing attack 
by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A hacker originating in Australia 
attempted to gather Net IDs and 
passwords with a fraudulent e-mail 
sent to part of the campus Tuesday. 
The message, which purported to be 
from Information Technology, asked 
recipients to reply with their password 
to prevent their account from being 
deleted permanently. 

Networking,Telecommunications 
and Operations Director William 
Deigaard said someone with this 
information could log into e-mail 
or various campus services such as 
Owlspace. 

This type of attack, called phishing, 
is an attempt to obtain other people's 
personal information by masquerad-
ing as a trustworthy entity. 

IT was alerted to the e-mail when 
some of its staff received it, Deigaard 
said. IT then put a filter into the 

THEFT 
From page 1 

the perpetrator was headed to the 
Rice campus. 

Marshall said RUPD estimates it 
was notified just two minutes after the 
incident. RUPD notified the Hous-
ton Police Department, the South 
Neighborhood Watch and Precinct 
One — all of whom were on the 
scene within five to ten minutes. 

Although RUPD has gotten some 
calls from neighborhood residents 
reporting potential sightings of the 
suspect, Marshall said they have not 
been able to respond quickly enough 
to find him. 

Rutherford described the experi-

webmail system that looked for mes-
sages going back to the sender of 
the fraudulent e-mail and discarded 
them so that nobody's personal 
information was sent to the hacker. 
Deigaard said the filter has stopped 
five responses to the e-mail so far. 
IT told those respondents to change 
their passwords. 

While many phishing attacks 
have complicated HTML mockups 
of actual Web pages designed to fool 
victims into thinking they are look-
ing at the actual Web site, Deigaard 
described this attack as a low-level, 
rudimentary attempt. He said this is 
part of the reason ITs spam filters 
were unable to catch the message. 

"I'd say most phishing attempts 
are the equivalent of deciding to 
rob a bank and saying, 'Let's get the 
schematics of the bank and the floor 
plans and all the different information 
about how the alarm system works 
and develop a master plan to get in 

ence as surprising, mostly because 
it happened very quickly. 

"While it was going on, it actu-
ally felt sort of uneventful," Ruther-
ford said. "You see the gun and you 
hear the demand, and you think 
the thing to do is give the wallet. 
It's very fast, very straightforward, 
very mechanical, so it oddly didn't 
feel like much at the time." 

Marshall said she hoped the 
incident would make students more 
aware and careful and follow RUPD's 
crime-prevention tips. 

"Be aware, be alert," Marshall 
said. "If something makes you in any 
way uncomfortable, listen to your 
gut instincts." 

Marshall also advised students 
to reduce their chances of being a 
victim by traveling in pairs, taking 
the shuttle, or using a security 

the bank'," Deigaard said. "This was 
like [saying],'Let's walk in and quietly 
rob the one teller with a plastic gun.' 
It was sort of just so low-key that it's 
relatively successful because of its 
lack of complexity." 

Deigaard said the message got 
past anti-spam filters more easily 
because it did not have a gigantic 
list of recipients but was a more tar-
geted set going to a smaller number 
of people. 

"These anti-spam filters key off of 
seeing the exact message 500 times, 
but if you send just three or four or five 
or ten, you can probably sneak past 
the automated filter mechanisms," 
Deigaard said. 

IT was unaware of why the e-mail 
went to some staff and students but 
not others, Deigaard said. 

Deigaard said students and staff 
should remember that IT will never 
ask for personal information, espe-
cially not via e-mail. 

escort when the shuttle is not run-
ning. She also said students should 
look out for blue light emergency 
phones, of which there are over 
200 on campus. 

"There are plenty of common 
sense things you can do that don't 
cost any money," Marshall said. 
"Think of what you can do to make 
yourself less of an opportunity for 
someone looking to victimize you." 

Rutherford said that the experi-
ence, while disturbing, had not 
entirely shaken his confidence. 

"I'm not completely sure of myself 
yet," Rutherford said. "I could try to 
get a ride from people, but I don't 
want to impose. I like walking, but 
it certainly sort of brings it home. It 
sort of makes things that you hear 
about real again." 

Coal call-in successful 
Sierra Club hoping for effective follow-up 
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by Stephanie Jennings 
THRESHER STAKE 

The Sierra Student Coalition to 
Rice, a student chapter of the Sierra 
Club, will have a second call-in to 
Houston-based Dynegy Corporation 
next Thursday to halt the develop-
ment of approximately 100 coal plants 
inTexas, Nevada, Georgia, Michigan, 
Iowa and Arkansas. This call in is 
a follow-up to the Jan. 29 call-in to 
Dynegy CEO Bruce Williamson. 

The Feb. 20 call-in will differ from 
the previous one in that Sierra Club 
members from 20 different states 
will participate. Previously, only 
Sierra Club members who lived in 
states where coal plants are planned 
made calls. Additionally, the call-in 
will be a competition between Sierra 
Student Coalitions to see which 
chapter has the highest participa-
tion. The university with the highest 
participation will receive a free study 
break with food sponsored by the 
Sierra Club. 

A rally hosted by the Sierra Club 
and open to the public will also be 
held at Dynegy headquarters in 
downtown Houston that day 

"This is the perfect opportunity 
for busy college students to make a 
difference," Emily Stone, organizer 
of the Sierra Student Coalition to 
Rice, said. 

According to Stone, about 400 
students participated in the Jan. 29 
call-in, making their calls 20 percent 
of the 2,000 made to Dynegy head-
quarters. 

"()ur call-in day was so successful, 
the company has been calling hun-
dreds of people back and expressing 
their concern," she said. "They're truly 
listening to what we're saying. If we 
can triple or quadruple the number of 
calls, we can make a huge impact." 

The volume of calls received on 
J an. 29 forced Dynegy to shut down its 
phone linesearly. Stone said the issue 
of coal plants is an important issue 
because if just half of the proposed 
power plants were built, it would 
increase overall carbon emissions in 
the atmosphere by 25 percent. 

"Especially with an issue like 
global warming, it's important to hold 
these companies accountable," she 
said. "There are so many other alter-
natives that are good for jobs, public-
health and companies worldwide. 
Moving investments in to alternative 
energy and renewable sources is re-
ally beneficial for the company." 

Stone said she was amazed by the 
student turnout since the original goal 
was for 250 students lo participate in 
the campaign. 

The campaign is focusing on Dyn-
egy because it has proposed six new 
coal plants, currently the greatest 
number proposed by any company 
in the country. The closest proposed 
plant is in Riesel, Texas, about three 
hours northwest of Houston. 

Stone said the next step in the 
campaign will depend upon Dyn-
egy's response. Publicity for the 
campaign will continue by speaking 
to Texas newspapers and with rallies 
around the state. 

Larger investment firms such as 
Citigroup, JPMorgan and Morgan 
Stanley are imposing more stringent 
environmental standards that will 
make it harder for companies like Dyn-
egy to receive coal plant financing. 

"(They're doing this] because 
coal is a bad decision," Stone said. 
"It's the technology of the past, 
it's dangerous, in terms of climate 
change, asthma rates, autism rates, 
and there are so many negative 
things associated with coal. This is 
something more and more institu-
tions are coming to realize." 

The Sierra Coalition will plan an 
event for the Dynegy shareholders 
meeting on May 12. 

Stone said that Rice students and 
faculty are critical to the success of 
the campaign. 

"Rice students are so critical in 
the fight for a healthy future," she 
said. "It's exciting to see students 
making a huge impact on an issue 
critical to our future and our planet. 
There's been a huge surge of student 
activism. Rice is a great example of 
students taking action and pushing 
the envelope on the issue." 

Lovett College senior Dave Dallas 
became involved in the campaign after 
meeting Stone in the Rice Memorial 
Center and hearing about it. He said 
he felt the cause was important. 

"It feels really nice to do some-
thing instead of just reading about it 
and do something active in order to 
encourage change," he said. "1 think 
it'sa really important issue for global 
warming and 1 just like the chance 
to do something." 

I )allas said he was surprised by the 
numberof studentsinvolved, given tin-
general apathy around campus 

"I was very surprised at the first 
meeting I went to and there were 30 to 
40 people," he said. "1 think that part 
of it is because the environmental 
movement is such a big issue right 
now — look at all of the environmen-
tal events oil-cam pus that are hap-
pening now. 1 think people see this 
as something that needs to happen 
and are willing to volunteer their time 
to make something happen." 

Healthy People Needed for 

Clinical Research Study 

Researchers at Baylor College of Medicine need healthy, 
adult volunteers to participate in a research study to 
evaluate Norwalk Virus, a common cause of short-

term vomiting and diarrhea illness that occurs in our 
community (commonly known as intestinal tin or the 

cruise ship virus). 

Study requirements involve an inpatient hospitalization 
(March 13-17), frequent outpatient visits that extend for 
6 months and specimen collections. Participants should 
expect to become ill for at least a day or more. Criteria 
for participation are strict. Enrollment is restricted to 
qualified subjects and participation is associated with 

some risks. 

Compensation will be paid according to the degree of a 
subject's level of participation (up to ~$ 1400). 

For further information contact study staff at: 
713-798-0956 ore-mail NORWALK@BCM.EDU (best) 

W' 
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DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

The Student Association elections were kicked off by an internal debate for the presidential and vice presidential candidates. SA President Laura Kelley and Director of Elections Andrew Bowen moderated 
the presidential debate between SA Internal Vice President Matt Youn, SA External Vice President Sarah Baker and SA Parliamentarian Chris Warrington. Martel College freshman Nicholas Muscara and 
Lovett College freshman Alexander Wyatt debated for the position of SA External Vice President. The 7Jires/ier-RTV5 debate will be held Monday at 10 p.m. in the RMC and can be viewed live on RTV5. 

DEBATE 
From page 1 

Bowen then a sked t h e can-
didates what the most press ing 
i s sue for s t uden t s is and what 
each candidate, respectively, will 
do as pres ident to add re s s this 
conce rn . 

Warrington 
said he th inks 
i n t e g r a t i n g 
t h e new Mc-
M u r t r y a n d 
D u n c a n Col-
l e g e s will be 
t h e b i g g e s t 
i ssue for stu-
dents . 

" W e ' v e 
l e a rned a lot 
from Martel, and 
we will not make 
the same mis-
takes we made 
back then,"War-
rington said. 

W a r r i n g t o n 
people who are 

Jones College junior Christopher 
Warrington 

s u g g e s t e d t ha t 
very dedicated 

to the college system invite their 
f r i ends and move into the new 
colleges. 

Baker said she thinks safety 
is the most important issue on 
campus at the moment . 

"I th ink all of our op in ions 
c h a n g e d about the p reempt ive 
s t e a l i n g m e a s u r e s g o i n g on ," 
Baker said. "It's important for the 
SA to broadcas t what the purpose 
of these actions are." 

Baker said she wants to make 
the campus safer. 

"It 's a big problem [if you] don't 
feel safe walking across campus," 
Baker said. "Uite at night, people 
walk home, and that 's whe re the 
cr ime has been." 

Baker said she th inks reviving 
an old off-campus t ransportat ion 
p rogram would be a good idea. 

Youn said he th inks s tudent 
life on campus has declined 
a r e s u l t of t h e 
const ruct ion. He 
sugges ted bet ter 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
be tween the ad-
ministrat ion and 
s t u d e n t s so stu-
d e n t s a r e k e p t 
a w a r e of c o n -
struct ion updates 
and changes . 

"At the least, 
t h e r e c o u l d b e 
more understand-
ing about the con-
s t ruc t ion ," Youn 
said. 

To show each 
candidate ' s prob-
lem-so lv ing s tyle , Kelley gave 
a hypothet ical si tuation, ask ing 
the candidates what they would 
do if the administration began to 
sell passes for the Recreational 
Cente r to people not associated 
with Rice. 

Youn said while ge t t ing the 
administrat ion to just repeal mem-
bersh ip would not work, s tudents 
could find out information as to 
what they can do. 

"We can work on finding out if 
it's a year-long membership ," Youn 
said. "We can say we don't want that 

Baker College junior Sarah Baker 

to be a year-long membersh ip . ... 
Also, if s tuden t s were given more 
benefits , then at least we'd be hap-
pier with the crisis at hand." 

Warrington said s tudents would 
first need to find 
out more informa-
tion to figure out 
what the effect of 
creat ing member-
ship has been and 
find out how much 
t h e R e c r e a t i o n 
C e n t e r is be ing 
over-utilized. 

" S o m e t i m e s , 
c e r t a i n i s s u e s 
s h o w u p , a n d 
t h e y ' r e a l i t t l e 
i n f l a t e d , " War-
rington said. 

W a r r i n g t o n 
said a p o s s i b l e 
solution could be 

to look into set t ing aside specific 
t imes at the Rec Center for stu-
dents . 

"There are t imes when s tudents 
aren' t going to be using the Rec 
Center so much dur ing the day," 
he said. "Maybe we could prioritize 
equ ipment . I would hes i ta te to 
s e g r e g a t e the Rec Center , but 
maybe we could have it so every 
other day we ' re coming back to a 
t imeshare ." 

Baker said she ag reed with 
the two candidates that s tudents 
should be consul ted first. 

"We need to poll the s tudents , 
find out what s tudents really want," 
Baker said. "To be fair, though, 
Autry used to have [a membersh ip 
fee 1, so it may be feasible to look at 
that and see what we can do about 
it, but I do think we need to talk 
to s tudents ." 

Next, Bowen asked the can-
d ida tes what could be done to 

the SA's visibility and 
presence. 

Baker said 
the SA presi-
dent and the 
v i c e p r e s i -
d e n t s C O u 1 (1 
e a t l u n c h at 
d i f f e r en t col-
l e g e s e v e r y 
week or go to 
different clubs 
to advert ise. 

Youn said 
he thinks sena-
tors and presi-
d e n t s shou ld 
act a s d i r ec t 
l i a i sons with 
s tudents . 

"[They could accomplish this 
by] using bulletin boards , get t ing 
them up in the commons , using 
enve lopes so people can input 
c o m m e n t s and knowing who their 
sena tors and [New Student Repre-
sentat ives] are," Youn said. 

Warr ington said he thinks the 
shor t - te rm goal of the SA should 
be to move its weekly mee t ings to 
the residential colleges. He said he 
thinks the SA should utilize current 
r e sou rces like its Web site and he 
would like to see more of the SA's 
p re sence dur ing O-Week. 

as increase 

Warrington said as a long-term 
goal, the SA should cons ider the 
increase in the s tudent population 
and increase the size of the SA 
accordingly. 

"We need to increase the size 
of t h e s e n a t e so we can have 
more ideas in this room bouncing 
off each o the r so we can make 
sure eve ryone ' s voice is heard ," 
Warr ington said. 

For the final quest ion, Kelley 
asked the SA presidential candi-
dates how they viewed the cu r ren t 
relat ionship be tween the SA and 
the college governments . 

Youn said the SA is current ly 
finding that balance. He suggested 
college gove rnmen t s work on is-
sues that affect solely their own 
col leges and that the SA work 
toge ther with them on university-
wide issues. 

"I don't want [the colleges and 
presidents] to think we're trying to 
be a superior organization," Youn 
said. "At the same time, there are 
things that are more university issues 
like athletics and construction." 

Warrington said he thinks the 
root of the jurisdiction issues this 
year have been a lapse in com-
munication from the time some-
thing happens to when a tangible 
action occurs. 

"The SA meets once a week, and 
that can cause a delay," Warrington 
said. "Lots of times, there are issues 
that seem to be isolated to one col-
lege, but when you pull back, you see 
that they are campus issues." 

Baker said she th inks the SA is 
still t ry ing to figure out what its 
jurisdiction is but that overall the 
SA should improve the quality of 

life of s tudents . College pres idents 
will be key in helping figure out the 
SA's boundar ies . 

"I s ee col lege p r e s i d e n t s as 
pa r tne r s in making Rice a bet ter 
campus ," Baker said. "There are 
things they definitely handle bet ter 
than us. I think the SA should be 
a r e source to college pres idents 
whenever they 
need us." 

T h e p res i -
dential debate 
was fo l lowed 
by the debate 
for t h e can -
didates of SA 
i n t e r n a l a n d 
e x t e r n a l vice 
p r e s i d e n t s . 

The candidates 
i n t r o d u c e d 
t h e m s e l v e s 
a n d B o w e n 
asked the can-
d i d a t e s w h a t 
they thought the most important 
i s s u e w a s lo r v ice p r e s i d e n t s 
next year. 

Mar te l College f r e shman Nich-
olas Muscara , who is runn ing for 
external vice pres ident , said he 
thinks the Hedgehopper card will 
be the biggest issue. 

"I want to put a d ining and 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t g u i d e with the 
Hedgehopper card." Muscara said. 
"I think s tuden t s would use the 
Hedgehopper card more if they 
were more informed [about the 
places they were going to]." 

Lovett Col lege f r e s h m a n Al-
exander Wyatt, also a candidate 
for external vice president , said 
he th inks the SA must spread its 

Jones College junior Matt Youn 

name to its peer inst i tut ions and 
plan events in conjunct ion. 

Brown junior Akshay Dayal, an 
internal vice pres ident ia l candi-
date, said he wants to make sure 
all lines of communicat ion are open 
within the university. 

For the last quest ion, Kelley 
asked the cand ida tes to descr ibe 

t he i r l e a d e r s h i p 
s t r e n g t h s a n d 
weaknesses . 

W y a t t s a i d 
h e t h i n k s h i s 
s t r e n g t h s a n d 
w e a k n e s s e s are 
one and the same 
—hisen thus i a sm 
for Rice. 

"I ge t so ex-
cited that I just 
ramble on about 
Rice and no point 
is made," Wyatt 
said. "I hope to 
t o n e that down 

by ge t t i ng Rice ' s n a m e out to 
the country." 

M u s c a r a said h e t h i n k s h i s 
s t rength is organizat ion and h.'s 
weakness is that h e does not listen 
as well to o t h e r s as h e should. 

"I think organizat ion will drive 
and de t e rmine the success of the 
nex t e x t e r n a l v ice p r e s i d e n t , " 
Muscara said. 

Dayal said he th inks h is willing-
ness and drive to work with people 
were his s t r eng ths . He said his 
weakness is that he takes on too 
much and does not delegate well. 

"I like to see how you can fix a 
situation in a cons t ruc t ive way for 
both part ies ," Dayal said. 

A Little Business Sense 
Can Help¥)u Make More 

Dollars And Cents. 

SUMMER 
BUSINESS INSTITUTE 

A Business 
Cert i f icate Program For 

Non-Business Majors 

Location: Southern Methodist 
University Cox School of Business 

June 1 -2 / , 2 0 0 8 

Save $500-App ly by March 31, 2008 

www.exed.cox.smu edu/college 
or 214.768.2918 

Enhance your business savvy. Get the 

competi t ive edge. Learn practical business 

skills. In shor t , acquire a head for 

bus iness in a f u n bu t in t ense p rogram. 

Learn the basics in key areas such 

as Accounting, Finance, Market ing, a n d 

Opera t ions M a n a g e m e n t . Become 

more marketable in just one m o n t h wi th 

this cert if icate p rogram offered to 

juniors , seniors, and recent g r adua t e s . 

Enroll in t h e S M U Cox S u m m e r 

Business Institute and give your education 

an exclamation point. 

SMU m cox 
S C H O O L O F B U S I N E S S 

SMU will not discriminate on the basis ol race, color religion, national origin, sen apt disability 01 
veteran status SMU's commitment to equal oopottiinity includes nondiscrimination on ttie basis <it semial orientation. 

http://www.exed.cox.smu
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Question: 
3) Othe r univers i t ies have f u n d e d their 

r e n e w a b l e energy ini t ia t ives th rough 

s tudent fees . W h a t is the highest annual 

hous ing f e e increase you 'd accept in o rder 

to have r enewab le energy? 

R e s u l t s : 

52 N o n e 

27 $25 

50 $50 

58 $100 

17 $150 

67 $200 

Fee f o r Renewab les 

* 5 2 % of s t u d e n t s w o u l d b e wi l l ing to 

a c c e p t a fee of a t leas t $100 a n d 8 1 % 

w o u l d b e wi l l ing to accep t a fee of a t 

leas t $ 2 5 

None $50 $100 

Amount 

Results from a poll last year on sustainability showed that students said they were willing to pay increased fees for 
renewable energy on campus, the topic of a blanket tax proposal rejected by the Student Association. 

TAX 
From page 1 

first vote to establish the committee 
was tied and so, for the first time 
this year, SA President I .aura Kelley 
acted as a tiebreaker, voting in favor 
of the committee. The second vote to 
put the blanket tax on the ballot was 
also tied until JonesCollege President 
Terry Bucher changed his vote from 
abstain to against. 

Bucher refused to comment. 
Kelley, a Brown senior, said she 

thought the SA Senators were con-
fused when they were voting, and 
that some senators thought they 
were voting to put the blanket tax on 
the ballot with the first vote. 

The Senate first voted on whether 
or not to establish the committee, and 
then voted on whether or not to put 
the blanket tax to fund the committee 
on the ballot. 

m 

"The way it was presented was 
maybe a bit unclear," Kelley said. 

Kelley said requests to increase or 
create a new blanket tax were fairly 
uncommon, the last one being in the 
2005-'06 school year to increase an 
existing blanket tax for University 
Blue by 35 cents. It was rejected. 

"In general students are always op-
posed to a blanket tax going up most ly 
because of the worry that for students 
who are financially stretched to go 
to Wee this will impact them," Kel-
ley said. 'There were senators who 
did not want to vote for the increase, 
because they were not sureof theway 
it might affect some students." 

Kelley said the relative permanence 
of blanket taxes meant that students 
were less likely to approve them. 

"Once you [establish] blanket 
tax it's pretty permanent and pretty 
hard to take it off," Kelley said. "I 
think people were wondering why 
this money needed to come from 
students and why it couldn't come 
from the administration." 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Barack Obama will sweep 
Will Rice College President Roger Sharpe talks to channel 13 KTRK-TV 
about his support for U.S. Presidential candidate Barack Obama. 

SA Environmental Commit tee 
Chair Lauren Laustsen said she 
thought the Environmental Commit-
tee had changed the proposal suffi-
ciently to reflect some of die concerns 
people had voiced after diey presented 
it at previous SA meetings. Laustsen, 
a Sid Richardson College senior, said 
they had decreased die amount of the 
fee and proposed letting the fee be 
used for a greater variety of renewable 
energy proposals. 

laustsen said she was surprised 
the SA voted not to put the tax on the 
ballot, especially since a poll conducted 
last year said that 81 percent of 290 
student s polled would be willing to pay 
a fee of at least $25 for environmental 
projects. H i e results of this poll were 
not broken down by residential col-
lege, which polls normally are. 

"All along we'd had a little bit of 
opposition to the idea for having a fee 
for renewable energy," Laustsen said. 
"But we didn't really feel there was 
any opposition to the idea of letting 
students vote on it. We were sort of 

surprised diat it didn't pass and that 
students don't have a chance to voice 
their opinions." 

McAnaney also said he felt students 
should have had a chance to voice their 
opinions. 

"I certainly can't go out and say 
students want diis to happen because 
I'm not in the position to do that," 
McAnaney said. "Only students diem-
selves could that, but I diink students 
diemselves would like to be able to vote 
on this. It was a little undemocratic." 

No matter what, McAnaney said 
lie wanted to put the proposal on 
the General Election Ballot because 
blanket taxes require a two-thirds 
approval of at least 20 percent of the 
student body. He said even though 
the SA voted not to put the blanket 
tax on the ballot, the Environmen-
tal Committee would continue to 
attempt to get it passed, perhaps 
through a referendum, but that it 
would be more challenging to get 
the required 20 percent turnout for 
a referendum. They might be able 

to get the blanket tax on the ballot 
for the Spring Elections. 

"Now we hopefully can look it over 
and figure out what die issues were," 
McAnaney said. "We'll try to make the 
proposal a little more clear but there 
really is no way we can get it approved 
unless the college presidents and 
senators and the SA executive council 
are willing to approve it." 

M a r t e l C o l l e g e s o p h o m o r e 
Sarita Panchang said she thought 
that the $10 blanket tax was a 
worthwhi le investment . 

"Given the amount by which tu-
ition has been rising in the past year 
or so an extra $10 on my tuition bill 
would be something that I wouldn't 
mind paying because it's towards a 
pretty legitimate cause," Panchang 
said. "If they were really worried 
about its efficacy they could see if it's 
creating a difference and then take 
it off if it wasn't working but really 
I think 10 dollars for something like 
this in the face of a several thousand 
for my tuition is not a big deal." 
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Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston, Texas 77030 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 
Houston, Texas 77030 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 
1515 Holcombe Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 77030 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
6100 Main Street 

Houston, Texas 77005 

ALL students & employees -
1/2 deposit 

Waived admin fee 
No application fee 

Any resident transferred with school or company can give 
a 30-day notice and will be released from the lease contract. 

Letter from employer or school required. 

Mon - Thurs 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm 

Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 

www.alexanmainstreet.com 
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KERRY 
From page 1 

Kerry said time has not made the 
problem of global warming disap-
pear, likening those unwilling to 
accept climate change to ostriches 
with their heads stuck in the sand. 

Kerry said the problem is esca-
lating, with Antarctica, which holds 
90 percent of the world's ice, melt-
ing at a faster rate than predicted. 
He said the North Pole is predicted 
to have its first ice-free summer in 
2013, even though it was a stable 
ice sheet in 1990. 

To save the e n v i r o n m e n t , 
Kerry said governments need to 
cap trade and instate mandatory 
emissions rates restraints. He cited 
Portland, Ore. as having Kyoto 
levels of production and being 
energy efficient. While Kerry said 
he hopes to impose restraints on 
each car to average 30 miles per 
gallon by 2020, he mentioned that 
China will already impose a 35.6 
mile per gallon automobile restraint 
next year. 

To begin to catch up to other 
nations in energy efficiency, Kerry 
said he wants to institute a stronger 
climate change science program, 
provide more money for research 
studying acidification of oceans and 
pass a cap-and-trade bill that calls for 
80 percent reductions in emissions 
by 2050. He said smaller, less devel-
oped countries generally feel left out 
by these expensive measures, but he 
wants the United States and China to 
lead this movement and encourage 
these countries to share and differ-
entiate responsibilities. 

K e r r y m e n t i o n e d t h e 1990 
amendment to the Clean Air Act, 
which called for $2 billion in two-
and-a-half years against cl imate 
change. He said if scientists are 
wrong about global climate change, 
the worst that can happen under 

this bill is the creation of new 
jobs, an improved economy, more 
sustainability and lack of depen-
dence on corrupt Middle Eastern 
governments. This would involve 
a fair amount of money, but Kerry 
said this is not unheard of, espe-
cially given the country's involve-
ment in the Iraq War. He said the 
government could install pumps 
for alternate fuel sources in every 
gas station in the country with the 
money spent in a week on Iraq. 

'It was refreshing to 
be in the audience 
with a group of people 
on the same page that 
climate change 
is real.' 

— Laura Kelley 
SA President 

Kerry said the re are several 
economic benef i t s to striving for 
energy efficiency. He cited the man-
agement of a National Ins t ruments 
company in Dallas that looked at 
the bui lding plan, consol ida ted 
the building to two floors instead 
of three , so the building takes up 
less space and uses less energy, and 
used straight pipes in the construc-
tion of the interior for energy con-
servation. This move kept 80,000 
jobs and saved over $3 million per 
year for the company. 

"This allows people to see one 
of the success "tories in the Clean 
Air Act, and unders tand that this 
doesn ' t have to be as destructive 

as some of the naysayers want you 
to believe," Kerry said. 

Kerry said there is a substantial 
difference between the United 
States and European countries in 
conserving energy, with European 
people more concerned with turn-
ing off lights and escalators when 
not in use to save energy. 

"Here in the United States, our 
escalators go 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year," Kerry 
said. "Lights are on all night. We are 
unbelievably wasteful. . . yet we are 
spending millions of dollars need-
lessly as a consequence of that." 

He attributed Europe ' s ef-
ficiency to its smaller geography 
and generally lower energy con-
sumption in comparison to the 
United States. 

Brown College senior Laura Kel-
ley said she was glad Kerry spoke 
at the event and that she enjoyed 
being surrounded by others at the 
speech who truly found climate 
change alarming. She said it was 
a drastic change from the recent 
Student Association debates about 
the environmental blanket tax as 
well as the general lack of concern 
from students about Orientation 
Week's common reading and cli-
mate change lecture. 

"It was re f resh ing to be in the 
audience with a g roup of people on 
the same page that climate change 
is real and requires collective action 
from the academic side, because 
no unified effor t is coming f rom 
Congress and the presidential ad-
ministration," Kelley, the Student 
Association president , said. 

Kelley said she found the new 
stat ist ics about cl imate change , 
including the projected 20 foot in-
crease in the sea level in the next 100 
years, and the initial discounting of 
Greenland's ice sheet , surprising. 

"1 was pretty terr if ied," Kelley 
said. "I left kind of inspired and 
wanting to keep suppor t ing initia-
tives to reduce climate change." 

Call and you could save. 
Class dismissed. 

Convenient local office 

Money-saving discounts 

Low down payments 

Monthly payment plans 

24-hour service and claims 

Coverage available by phone 

Local Office 

C A L L F O R A F R E E R A T E Q U O T E . 

Geico Direct 
5404 Bellaire Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77401 

713-665-4667 
Some discounts. owwagirv payment plan?, are) featwes am not available in all sums 01 in ad GFCO companies. (*M*nfiwnt f.mploym 

Insurant* C.o OF.K'O General Insurance Co. tif ICO Indemnity Co. GF.ICO Casualty Co. It*w companies at* sulwiclianes ot BerVsfuie Hathaway Int. 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period of Feb. 8-14. 

Academic Buildings 
Humanities 
Abercrombie 

Other Locations 
Off Campus 
Entrance #1 
Entrance #23 
Off Campus 

Feb. 7 Theft 
Feb. 10 Assault 

Feb. 9 Driving while intoxicated 
Feb. 10 Possession of marijuana 
Feb. 10 Theft 
Feb. 11 Aggravated robbery 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• Eric Max, University Parking Committee student representative, 
said the committee was looking to update its fees. Max, a Han-
szen College senior, said the committee was taking the results 
of the SA poll from Dec. 12 on parking issues into consideration. 
The poll said students want graded parking rates, which makes 
rates for upperclassmen lower than those on sophomores and 
freshmen, to be implemented. Students also said they wanted 
to lower the parking rates for off-campus students. Sugges-
tions, comments or questions about parking can be e-mailed to 
emax@rice.edu. 

• The Senate voted on which constitutional amendments and by-laws 
would be included in the ballot for the 2008 General elections. 
They voted to put a correction of the definition of majority, to 
replace the Director of Publications with the Director of Com-
munications, and an update of the duties of the secretary. The 
proposed by-law amendment to increase the Thresher blanket 
tax was approved. The student body can vote on these issues 
during the election. 

• A Senate bill to form the Renewable Energy committee was ap-
proved. the Senate voted against the bill's request for a $10 
blanket tax to be placed on the ballot, failing in a roll call vote. 

• The Senate also voted to update the duties of the president and 
Director of Publications, to remove the Who's Who Award Com-
mittee, to correct a cross reference in by-law E and to update the 
Senate publications. 

• Martei College senior Mithun Mansinghani and Martel College junior 
Zach Marshall requested that the Election Committee reconsider 
their eligibility in the upcoming General Elections after the committee 
ruled them ineligible due to their late submission of the petition for 
candidacy. The Senate voted not to overturn the committee's deci-
sion. Mansinghani and Marshall will have the opportunity to appeal 
for eligibility in the following SA meeting. 

• Internal Vice President Sarah Baker said the men's basketball game 
against University of Houston will be on Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. at Hofheinz 
Pavilion at UH. Shuttles will run between Rice and UH from 6 p.m. 
until the game ends. 

• The Senate approved KTRU's request for an $80 donation to fund 
the 13th Annual KTRU Outdoor Show, which is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 13. 

Thresher SA debates will be held in the Grand Hall at 10 p.m. next 
Monday. 

Stress About Homework!!! 

Not About Healthcare!!! 

Student healthcare programs starting 
at $149.00 per month. 

Medical, Dental, Vision Prescription, 
Doctor Office Visits, and 

Accidental Injury!! 
EVERYONE'S APPROVED!!! 

For More Informat ion contact Essent ial C h o i c e at 

1-866-910-6170 or v is i t 

w w w . e c h o i c e . f c p l a n s . c o m 

mailto:emax@rice.edu
http://www.echoice.fcplans.com
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weekly 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' £ 

recommendations for * 
arts and entertainment ™ 

around Houston through | 
-< 
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I 

February 22. 

CONCERT 

Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo 

Remember in Mean Girls 

when Lindsay Lohan ditches 

her parents to throw a party 

for Aaron Samuels? Well, the 

concert she missed was this 

South African a capella group 

that is performing in Houston 

on Saturday at 8 p.m. They 

combine the tradition of Zulu 

harmony singing with gospel 

and reggae. 

Jones Hall 

615 Louisiana 

www.spahouston.org 

Cex with Satin 
Hooks, Extra Man, 

& Maidenstorm 

If you are a man who likes to 

wear women's skinny jeans 

you will be in good company 

at this concert. If not, the 

music will still be good. The 

Satin Hooks have previously 

performed on campus and will 

again at the Mink this 

Friday at 8pm. The show is 

21+. 

The Mink 

3718 Main 

www.themink.org 

MIXED MEDIA 

Cabaret Unkempt 

Eat that cake. Wear those 

sweatpants. Jennylin Duany 

pays homage to "unkempt 

women" through projection, 

poetry and music Friday and 

Saturday. Duany examines 

her role as a woman of size 

in a society that expects 

otherwise. 

Diverseworks 

1117 East Freeway 

www. diverseworks. org 

More than just gore in Romero's Diary of the Dead 
by Evan Mintz 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEE 

For the past 40 years, George 
A. Romero has made his distinct, if 
gory, cultural commentary through 
films featuring stumbling, dead-
eyed zombies. Night of the Living 
Dead reflected upon the conflict and 
racial struggle of the '60s. Dawn of 
the Dead was a blunt satire of con-
sumerism, with zombies trapping 
people in a mall. And the recent 
Land of the Dead was a wonder-
ful Marxist interpretation of the 
post-9/11 world. 

*Diary of the Dead' 
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now playing at AMC and 
theaters 

While the symbolism of these 
films may have been bluntly obvi-
ous to audiences, the characters 
seem oblivious to the overarching 
metaphor, as fictional characters 
are wont to do. Not so in Romero's 
latest installment, Diary of the Dead. 

Following in the footsteps of 
Romero himself, a group of young 
filmmakers head out to the forest 
to make a zombie movie just at 
the moment of a great zombie 
apocalypse. Soon enough, their 
innocent movie turns into a video 
document of their at tempts to 
escape the zombies and find their 
families. How meta! 

Diary is supposed to be a 
retroactive continuity change of 
Romero's zombie canon, and ap-
propriately so. The last several 
years have seen resurgence in 
zombie lore largely centered on 
Max Brooks's books Zombie Sur-
vival Guide and World War Z. But 
this resurgence did not develop in 
a cultural vacuum. The events of 
9/11 certainly cemented the fear 
of the insurgent other, living right 

•Mr 

COURTESY WEINSTEIN COMPANY 

Chris Violette and Joe Dinicol battle the undead in George Romero's latest zombie flick Diary of the Dead. 

under our noses, ready to destroy 
the world we know. And it is in this 
world of the War on Terror where 
Diary of the Dead takes place. 

While the original Night of the 
Living Dead filming style was 
reminiscent of a war-era newsreel 
or documentary, Diary is explicitly 
a blog entry placed on the charac-
ters' MySpace. Indeed, at the midst 
of the zombie outbreak in Diary, 
people find themselves turning to 
the Internet for facts, with the main-
stream news unwilling to accept 
that, yes, the dead are returning 
to life. It almost suggests that the 
official 9/11 reports are lies and 
that we should reconsider those 
conspirator ia l Paultard videos 
about (he melting point of steel. 
Now who is the real zombie? 

In her photo series "Elevator Girls," artist Miwa Yanagi critiques the conformity 
imposed upon the Japanese women who work as elevator girls. 

Yanagi photo exhibit makes 
colorful commentary 

Yanagi, 

by Lolley McConnell 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Miwa Yanagi's diverse new 
exhibition at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston integrates theatrical 
elements with cutting edge tech-
niques to render visually charming 
photographs. 

former performance 
artist, was selected 
as Deutsche Bank's 
2004 "Artist of the 
Business Year." Her 
exhibition, which 
s tar ted in Berlin 
several years ago, 
has grown into three 
bodies of work. The 
show spans from 
highly manipulated, 
contemporary color 
works to darker , 

Diary d o e s not sk imp on 
Romero's usual racial imagery, 
either. The use of news footage of 
mobs during Hurricane Katrina 
matched with utter government 
ignorance of the zombie outbreak 
is certainly no kind metaphor for 
the Bush Administration. 

However , t h e s e s y m b o l i c 
threads all weave one main ques-
tion throughout Diary. Why do we 
film? Why do the characters feel 
such a need to record events? Why 
do people post their daily lives on 
the Internet? Is it the drive of each 
individual to scream out, "I'm here, 
look at me, I exist?" If you are not 
on camera, are you real? The irony 
is that in striving to be recognized, 
each person merely falls into the 
moaning mob of YouTubers, each 

stumbling to recreate but another 
My New Haircut parody. 

Of course, all this deep meaning 
is hard to take seriously when com-
bined with Romero's thoroughly 
entertaining gore, which combined 
with the first-person perspective, 
gives the movie a startlingly ac-
curate video game feel. But when 
Diary does not feel like the game 
"House of the Dead," it feels like 
a student film, which may or may 
not be a good thing. 

Admittedly, fans of World WarZ 
will be somewhat let down by the 
lack of massive scale implied by 
Brooks's false history. But this 
is not CNN International; it is 
a YouTube video. After all, that 
is how people get their news 
these days. 

A&E heartpatch for those 
post-Valentine's blues 

more traditional prints. Although vi-
sually diverse, the three works share 
the underlying theme of women's 
struggle within society. 

line tirst piece,"Elevator Girls," 
comments on this social phenom-
enon: In Japan, department stores 
hire young women to operate their 
elevators. These women are chosen 
both on the basis of their pleasing 
physical appearance, necessarily 
light-skinned and small-framed, as 
well as their willingness to carry 
out management's orders. They are 
required to wear matching uniforms 
and even memorize lines that they 
repeat verbatim for hours on end to 
hordes of shoppers with matching 
expressions of disinterest. 

The backgrounds are sterile 
public spaces and are almost always 

Sec YANAGI, page 11 

Toni Braxton's "Unbreak My 
Heart" blares in the background, 
a sadly undignified response to 
loneliness, and it's just another 
Day-After Valentine's. 
A day strewn with the 
wreckage of miscom-
munication, unequal 
expectations and un-
expressed sentiments, 
what we really need on 
the highly anticipated 
DAY — as compared to 
the dreaded Valentine's 
Day itself — is to plain 
ol' pick ourselves up. 

Here is where the 
entertainment industry 
swoops in, a silver needle in one 
of its cartoonish, white, Mickey 
Mouse hands and a little plaid 
patch in the other, ready to 
mend what is broken. Namely, 
thy heart. 

But if the Toni Braxton wasn't 
enough of an indication, not the 
hearts of men. No, on this DAV, 
men whose aspirations for love 
were stomped on by cruel, soul-
less lovers receive no sympathy. 
Because today those cruel, soul-
less lovers are our champions. 

I love female villains because 
they make for excellent role 
models. To all those women who 
are feeling helpless, adrift at sea 
without a paddle, not having been 
asked out on a date for the big day, 
please stop. Ix)ok to Glenn Close 
from Fatal Attraction or Uma 
Thurman from Batman and Robin. 
They took what they wanted from 
the men that they wanted and then 
maimed them horribly. 

Think of all the times a well-
placed, "Well, what am I supposed 

Metzgar 

to do? You won't answer my calls, 
you change your number. I'm not 
going to be ignored!" a la Fatal 
Attraction would have sealed the 

deal and scared that 
weak-willed man into 
taking you on a movie 
date. Follow that up 
with some light stalk-
ing. a faked pregnancy 
and felony kidnapping 
and you, too, could 
have yourself a hus-
band. Glenn died at 
the end of the movie 
— only after rising out 
of the bloody bathtub 
to frighten Michael 

Douglas one last time — so her 
code of conduct might not be the 
ideal paradigm. For one. Glenn 
could have considered the old 
adage, "You can catch more flies 
with honey than vinegar," vinegar 
being terror tactics. 

Uma's Poison Ivy knew how-
to use her beauty as a weapon. 
Once a bookish nerd. Poison Ivy 
blossomed into a femme fatale 
after being crushed under a shelf 
of plant toxins. She completely 
disrupts a date auction by mist-
ing pheromones — a completely 
underutilized asset in real life — 
driving the men into a bidding 
frenzy over her. Her kiss kills men 
instantly, which doesn't serve 
our purposes, though I think it's 
worthwhile to interpret our own 
kisses as dangerously seductive 
in a less literally fatal light. 

My favorite femme fatale 
has always been Xenia ()natopp 
from Goldeneye, played by Famke 
Janssen, who has a penchant 

See VALENTINES, page 11 

http://www.spahouston.org
http://www.themink.org
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Jumper is no special effect 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRFSHER 

Inside Antidote Coffee, all manner of edible and drinkable temptations including coffee, beer, wine and baked goods are 
available for guilty consumption. 

Antidote Coffee medicinal in excellence 
by Ingrid Norbergs 
THRESHER STAEE 

If a caffeine cure is what you 
seek, there is no better place to 
go right now than the aptly named 
Antidote. Open since early No-
vember, this new Heights hangout 
fea tur ing coffee , beer, wine, food 
and f ree WiFi is far more than the 
s u m of its par ts . 

T h e c o f f e e — which c o m e s 
straight to you from Big Bend Cof-
fee Roasters in Marfa, Texas — is 
100 percent fair t rade and organic 
yet surprisingly inexpensive. The 
staple double latte costs less than 
almost anywhere else in town, and 
when ordered for enjoyment in 
the shop, is served in an attractive 
f rosted glass with an eco-friendly 
foam jacket. The drink's appear-
ance is only the beginning of its 
charms , for the taste is even better. 
T h e ideal amount of foam tops off 
t h e not too hot milk and a well-
pulled shot. 

On top of that, there are at least 
12 delicious flavors of loose-leaf 
t e a s to c h o o s e from, including 
peach oolong, Moroccan mint and 
an intriguing "Post-Tox" blend. The 
menu also features French-pressed 
coffee , Cajeta Lattes — goat ' s milk 
latte with Mexican caramel — and 
V i e t n a m e s e c o f f e e — F r e n c h -
p r e s s e d cof fee over condensed 
milk — as some of the more unique 
op t ions . Organ ic h o r m o n e - f r e e 
milk or soymilk can be subst i tuted 
for regular milk in any drink, and 

whole bean co f f ee can be pur-
chased to take home. 

If a double e sp res so does not 
have enough of a kick. Antidote 
also se rves bottled beer and wine. 
T h e r e is a wide variety of both, as 
well as daily specials. Happy hour 
lasts from 4-7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. There , cus tomers can order 
$2 Shiners , $4 house wine or $1 
double e sp res so shots . 

All these 
excellent foods 
and drinks are 
BEAUTIFULLY 
complemented 
by the chic and 
comfortable 
surroundings. 

T h e food se lec t ion goes far 
beyond the expected biscotti and 
muff ins — a decadent-looking Ger-
man chocola te cake and a variety 
of qu iches are artfully a r ranged on 
the counter alongside the fruit bas-
ket and cookie jars, one of which is 
filled with hand-sized peanut but ter 
and M&M cookies that are locally 
made and delicious heated up. A 
n u m b e r of sp reads — red pepper 
h u m m u s and chicken liver pate, 
for example — and cheese plates 

by Arpan Bhowmik 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Take $100 million, been-there-
done-that special effects, a panoramic 
world tour, a disappointing plot with 
major holes, a successful director, 
popular actors and mix them together. 
The result is Jumper. 

'Jumper' 
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featur ing rotat ing selections, all of 
which come from Texas dairies, are 
also of fe red . 

All t hese excellent foods and 
d r i n k s a r e beau t i fu l ly comple-
mented by the chic and comfort-
able s u r r o u n d i n g s . Despi te i ts 
unobtrusive location in a small strip 
of s tores , the owners have made 
it quite the hip spot, taking this 
fo rmer Laundromat with exposed 
br ick walls and floor-to-ceil ing 
windows and filling it with cozy 
re t ro couches and s turdy bu tcher 
block tables pe r fec t for lounging 
or working. A selection of worn 
board games , a shelf of novels and 
copies of the New York Times and 
Free Press Houston s trewn about 
encourage s t ress- f ree lingering. 
A record player somet imes pro-
vides subt le background music, 
but mostly the only sounds are 
in termit tent chat t ing and turned 
newspaper pages . 

It is an ideally calming com-
bination that is quiet enough for 
s tudying yet not so h u s h e d as 
to be awkwardly silent, a quality 
the local Heights crowd of biking 
hips ters and young laptop-toting 
s tuden t s and professionals take 
advantage of. 

Antidote is located at 729 Stude-
wood Street , between 7th and 8th 
Avenues and is open 6:30 a.m. to 
midnight , seven days a week. Visit 
www.myspace.com/antidotecoffee 
for m o r e information. 
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now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

Based on the series written by 
Steven Gould,/wmper is a big budget, 
sci-fi adventure thriller where geneti-
cally mutated humans have the ability 
to teleport from one place to another. 
The skill is unglamorously called 
"jumping," and the theme is strik-
ingly unoriginal. (A'-Men anyone? Or 
for the trivia-minded. The Tomorrow 
People?) One would hope that at least 
the teleportation effect would look 
cool or new, but the movie reiterates 
the distinctly similar special effect 
from X2 witb a dark blurry web of 
spiraling smoke and an accompany-
ing pop sound. 

For a movie advertised as a special 
effects extravaganza, Jumper was a 
major disappointment. Apart from a 
few of the visually engrossing scenes 
— one in particular taking place 
atop a Sphinx — there was nothing 
captivating throughout the rest of the 
movie. The fight scenes especially 
were uncomfortably blurry, making 
it very hard to keep track of just what 
was going on. 

Even the star power leaves a lot 
to be desired. Hayden Christensen 
from Star Wars: Episode 111 Revenge 
of the Sith is David, the protagonist 
of sorts, and is just as flat and clisaj> 
pointing as viewers remember. Rachel 
Bilson (The O.C.) is Milie, David's 
hapless crush. Her role is typical and 

she does nothing to bring freshness 
to it. Samuel L. Jackson (Snakes on 
a Plane), who portrays the baddie 
Roland, the fundamentalist leader 
of The Paladins who basically have 
hated the Jumpers since the dawn 
of time, is quite formulaic, too. The 
only respite comes from Jamie Bell 
(King Kong) as Griffin, who is expert 
at jumping and evading The Paladins. 
His effortless and entertaining acting 
makes some of the boring bits worth 
sitting through. 

It is already obvious from the trail-
ers that the movie is about telepor ting. 
Add to that some chase scenes and 
a burdensome love story, and that is 
pretty much the entire movie, which 
any viewer can experience in the two 
minutes it takes to watch the commer-
cial. Even the simple plot becomes 
confusing owing to the over-reliance 
on special effects, which leaves very 
little time for details and forcing the 
audience to overheat those brain cells 
trying to piece things together. 

ITiere were a few things that 
could have made the movie more 
interesting, but they just fall Hat. 
For example. Jumping rips space-
time continuum (another echo from 
X-Men) and occasionally leaves a 
"jumpscar" hanging in the air that 
can sh red any th ing o t h e r than 
another Jumper that touches it but 
not enough is done with this. Also, 
the audience is not given a clear-cut 
hero, complicating the interests of 
the characters fur ther , but while 
such complexities might have added 
a novel touch, director I )oug 1 iman of 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith and The Bourne 
Identity fame fails to deliver. 

Jumper is an hour-and-a-half-long 
movie made longer owing to hack-
neyed form. The plot is unoriginal, 
the characters largely uninspiring 
and the effects mighty disappointing, 
especially for a movie advertising 
them as its backbone. 

" — — 

COURTESY FOX 

Hayden Christensen faces a unique fate with his ability to transport through space. 

AN ANTI-ABSTINENCE PLAYLIST 
by Nikki Metzgar 

What undermines true love more than the reckless expres-
sion of our pure carnal desire? In honor of another bygone 
Valentine's Day, or rather, in spite of it, l isten to these 
songs to inspire an another unproductive magnet ism to a 
person you hardly even know. 

1. "Magic Man," Heart 

2. "Ain't Nothing But Mammals," The Bloodhound Gang 

3. "Love to Love You,' Donna Summer 

4. " I 'm a Slave for You," Britney Spears 
5. "You Can Do It," Ice Cube 

6. "Destiny," Zero 7 

7. "Don' t Stop," The Brazilian Girls 

8. "Ring My Bell," Anita Ward 

9. "Sexual Healing," Marvin Gaye 

10. "What's Your Fantasy," Ludacris 

11. "Love Rain," Jill Scott 

12. "Give It To You," Jordan Knight 
13. "Destroy Everything You Touch," Ladytron 
14. "Too Little Too Late," Metric 
15. "Darl ing Nikki," Prince 

If the playlist gets any longer, you're just being opt imist ic. 

ERRATUM 

On Feb. 8 the Thresher 

printed an art icle about 

the Five-A 12th Annual 

Citywide African-American 

Art Exhibition that was in 

acuality a review of the 

Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston's permanent 

collection. The MFAH is 

not actually a venue for 

the exhibit. The exhibit ion 

is on view at the follow-

ing locations: Contem-

porary Arts Museum, 

Houston, Cova at 5 6 0 0 

Kirby, the Museum of Cul-

tural Arts, the University 

of St. Thomas, as well as 

the Farnsworth Pavillinn 

here at Rice. For more 

information please visit 

www.mfah.org. 

http://www.myspace.com/antidotecoffee
http://www.mfah.org
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Here Comes the 123 s more than a 10 YANA6I 
by Julie Armstrong 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The new cliildren's album by alter-
native rock duo They Might Be Giants, 
Here Come The 123s, is not meant to 
be ironically good. Co-produced by 
Disney like itsgold-record predecessor 
Here Come the ABCs, this edu-tainment 
installment provides a hip, cohesive 
and poppy collection of twenty-four 
largely upbeat songs that appeal to 
more than elementary school tots. 

'Here Come the 123s' 
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Available at amazon.com 
for $12.99 

Arriving shortly after the band's 
2007 adult rock release, The Else, Here 
Come the 123s follows in the imagina-
tive style that John Flansburgh and 
John linnell established back in 1982, 
only with much simpler songs. Rich 
in harmony ;ind quirky instrumenta-
tion, they move sequentially to cover 
the numbers one through ten before 
branching into mathematical concepts 
such even numbers. Hie album finish-
es with a few less numerically-oriented 
songs, such as the band's theme song 
for 'IJie Mickey Mouse Clubhouse, a 
reinterpretation of the original Mickey 
Mouse Club theme. 

M;iny of the songs include backup 
vocals and conversational interludes 
performed by children. The bluesy 
"One Dozen Monkeys" even spot-
lights a self-identified eleven-year-old 
girl. From the Shrek-esque bathroom 
humor and comedic narrative poetry 
a la Shel Silverstein of "Pirate Girls 
Nine" to the instructional repetition 
of "Figure Eight," the songs seize the 
listener's attention and encourage her 
to learn. 

But most important, especially 
for a children's album, is that these 
songs are not dumbed down. Morose 
and horn-rich, "Seven" compares the 
number 7 to an irritating party guest, 
embracing ratherthan invalidating the 
negative and even destructive emo-
tions that children share with adults. "I 
Can Add" features a Spanish lesson in 
numbers, and "Nonogon" reaches be-
yond the elementary level to describe 
a variety of geometric shapes. 'Hie 

m-

COURTESY OF THEVMIGHTBEGIANTS.COM 

The members of They Might Be Giants goof around — a skill evidenced by the 
playful nature of their second children's album Here Come the 123s. 

theatrical "Nine Bowls of Soup" stars 
an ichthyosaurus, an extinct reptile un-
doubtedly absent from the vocabulary 
of many college students. 

living up to their well-established 
reputation for eclecticism, They 
Might Be Giants set their catchy 
songwriting to a complex musical 
background. Heavy rhythm and 
dance-punk basslines accompany the 
highly catchy number "High Five" 
while funky "Infinity" makes use of 
dissonance. "Figure Eight" features 
distorted guitar reminiscent of Hie Pix-
ies and "Eight Hundred and Thirteen 
Mile Car Trip" rocks out with Green 
Day-style punk drumming. "Heart of 
the Band" even addresses music in its 
lyrics, indirectly encouraging children 
themselves to explore the world of 

music performance. 
They Might Be Giants have sold 

over four million records during their 
career, and they show no sign ofbecom-
ing less prolific. A 2003 documentary 
directed by AJ. SAlthough they are 
currently continuing their tour to 
promote The Else, a third children's 
album focusing on science may appear 
as early as 2009. 

Hip, modern and mature, Here 
Come Uie 123s is unexpectedly apt for 
the jaded and media-soaked youngster 
as well as for the disillusioned adult 
looking for some optimism, innocence 
and 47.8 minutes of dance mania and 
enthusiastic high-fiving. Never miss-
ing a beat or a chance to educate, the 
thirteenth album of this dynamic team 
is anything but unlucky. 

From page 9 

presented in mirror images, as if no 
matter where one ofYanagi's women 
would turn, they could never escape 
the sameness of themselves and their 
environment. The photos comment 
on the current perception of women: 
the idea that they should all strive for 
the same ideal of beauty. 

In contrast to the highly color-
ful and modern "Elevator Girls," 
the prints in "Fairy Tale" are done 
entirely in black and white and draw 
on legends that the Western world is 
familiar with. Among the old favorites 
like Hansel and Gretel, Yanagi inter-
jects two tales from this century. 

One is Kobo Abe's "The Woman 
in the Dunes," a story that Yanagi 
uses as the basis for a video which 
is one of only two works in the series 
that are not a large-scale photograph. 
The models of the video — all of 
whom are between 10 and 12 years 
old — depict women of all ages, as 
Yanagi uses masks to represent 
the elderly. 

However, with young limbs often 
sticking out of the costumes, there 
is some ambiguity with regards 
to the characters' ages. The older 
women of t hese stories act as either 
the villain or the guide while almost 
always the young portray the pro-
tagonist in this series. Since we can 
never ascribe any definite age to 
Yanagi's characters, we are forced 
to look at the tales more closely 
and examine what roles maturity 

and innocence represent. 
The third series, "My Grandmoth-

ers" is a project that Yanagi says 
"visualizes the self-perceived notions 
of several young women when asked 
to imagine what type of women they 
themselves might become 50 years 
later." The photos resemble "Eleva-
tor Girls" with their vibrant, unnatu-
ral color schemes, where the typical 
graying hair of a woman is instead 
bright pink or neon blue. 

In "Hiroko," a young porn star is 
lectured by her grandmother figure 
against the backdrop ofa messy hotel 
room. The actress's suitcase is open 
in the middle ol the floor and spews 
clothes along with an S&M gag. By 
tackling the porn industry, an area in 
which women often lack individual 
identity, Yanagi clarifies that even 
in this situation a woman must gain 
strength from her predecessors 
and respect what they have done 
in the past. 

Yanagi's commentary about the 
role of women evolves throughout 
the works. The very criticism that is 
present in "Elevator Girls," gradually 
softens and becomes less evident in 
"Fairy Tale," requiring a closer look 
at some of the stories that many of 
us have heard since childhood. "My 
Grandmothers" challenges us to 
look forward, to where women will 
be 50 years from now, and serves to 
remind us how far our predecessors 
have came. 

VALENTINES 
From page 9 

for murdering lover-foes with her 
toned thighs. After luring Admiral 
Chuck into the sack aboard a yacht, 
she scratches and bites him before 
squeezing him to death between her 
legs. Truly, there is nothing like luring 
a man into an erotic situation and then 
taking his life from him right when he 
is expecting gratification. Sure, men 
might label you a "tease," but that is 
only because they are afraid. 

It is true that it's a bad sign these 
villainous women are so highly sexu-
alized, whereas male bad guys never 

are, but Xenia was a high ranking 
official in her nefarious crime orga-
nization, and Poison Ivy was first. 'nd 
foremost a scientist. So whether our 
strengths lie in our lips, thighs or, just 
as powerfully, our minds, the moral of 
this DAV is empowerment. And even 
for those grief-stricken men, there is 
consolation in the fact that your cruel 
lovers are not quite as bad as these 
particular characters. 

Nikki Metzgar is a Baker College senior 
and arts & entertainment editor. 
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Besides, I make eating look] 

as easy as that blonde 

girl from House who used 

to be a brunette... J 

I could easily pass 

o f f as a bald guy 

wearing a metal 

suit. That's not 

such a strech. 

Okay, so that shirt didn't 

exactly suit me, but I think 

you are underestimating 

my ability to blend in 

with you multicellular j" 

knee-biters. J 
Cameron 

m 



THE RICE THRESHER SA ELECTION BLURBS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2008 

VOTING BEGINS FRIDAY, FEB. 22 
AND ENDS WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2J 
VOTE ONLINE AT SA.RICE.EDU 

There are currently four offices for 
which no nominations were submitted 
in the first round of elections: 

• Campanile Editor-in-Chief 
• U-Blue Editor-in-Chief 
• RSVP Chair 
Ei RSPV Secretary 

These positions are typically filled in 
a second round of elections later in 
the Spring semester. 

SA SECRETARY SA TREASURER 
PAIGE BAILEY 
for SA Secretary 

My n a m e is Paige Bailey, and this pas t 
semester it was my pleasure to be one of 
Sid Rich's New Student Representat ives 
for the Student Association. I loved being 
involved in all the growth Rice hopes to ac-
complish and providing a voice for my fel-
low s tudents , and I hope to serve a larger 
role in the upcoming semester. 

Handl ing correspondence, keeping 
files, and doing clerical work for the Stu-
dent Association is a huge responsibil i ty --
one that I know I would be able to achieve 
(with the aid of caffeine, of course). I am 
very organized, and in high school filled 

DENVER GREENE 
forSA Secretary 

My n a m e is Greene. Denver Greene. 
Some guy f rom UT's improv t roupe said 
my n a m e s o u n d s like a secret agen t . Who 
wou ldn ' t w a n t a secret agent r epresen t -
ing them in the S tuden t Associa t ion? I 
will t ake out any th ing tha t gets in the 
way of my secre ta r ia l du t ies . 1 know how 
to work u n d e r p re s su re a n d I k n o w w h a t 
1 n e e d to do to get the job d o n e . 1 am 
easygo ing , a p p r o a c h a b l e , and get a long 
well with o the r people . I'll have no prob-
lem wi th keep ing records of the c lubs 
a n d peop le in cha rge of them. My pseu-
do-obsess ive /compuls ive n a t u r e makes 
it easy for m e to keep track of mee t ings 
a n d keep a c c u r a t e , organized no tes . I 

LUZ PLMENTEL 
forSA Secretary 

Hello, my name is Luz Pimentel and 
I am a sophomore at Will Rice. Why do 1 
want to be your new SA secretary? Well, 
first, I love being a s tudent at Rice and 
believe there is no better way of serving 
the communi ty that has already done so 
much for me. 1 believe that the SA has 
made great contr ibut ions to the s tuden t 
body and I want to help cont inue this 
t rend. Also, I serve as a leader in several 
organizat ions across campus , including 

governmental posi t ions in the S tudent 
Council, the Drama Club, the Debate 
Team, and many others . Serving as the SA 
Secretary would be a t r emendous honor , 
one tha t I would strive to fill to the best of 
my ability. 

1 encourage you all to vote in the upcom-
ing election, and thank you for reading! 

will l i s ten to p e o p l e and m a k e su re the i r 
ideas a re r ep re sen t ed . Did I m e n t i o n tha t 
I may or may not k n o w severa l types of 
mar t ia l ar ts? 

Do you th ink it is a co inc idence tha t 
Secret Agent and S t u d e n t Associat ion 
s tar t with the s a m e let ters? 

When 1 was a senior in high school 
I wen t on a trip to Washington D.C. for 
underpr iv i leged s t uden t s (because I was 
one) , where I l is tened to rich, f amous 
peop le talk about how they b e c a m e rich 
a n d famous . Two n a m e s that are probably 
famil iar are Buzz Aldrin and Oprah Win-
frey (she is really nice in person too). 

You might have even seen me a r o u n d . 
Last year my fr iend who g radua ted gave 
me her pink bicycle, which I r ide basically 
everywhere . I doub t there are many guys 
on a pink bike out there. Vote Denver. 

Vice-President for the Rice Salseros, as 
well as serving as a secretary in two of my 
high school organizat ions . If elected to 
be the new SA secretary, 1 would not only 
serve my posit ion with en thus i a sm, but 
also use my posit ion to encourage o thers 
to become more involved a round c a m p u s . 
With this, I would a lso like to see a more 
central ized venue for informing s tuden t s 
about events and oppor tun i t i e s across 
campus . Please, when it comes time to 
cast your bal lot , vote me as SA secre-
tary and prepare yourself for an amazing 
school year. 

HILARY DOWDY 
for SA Treasurer 

Hi, I'm Hilary Dowdy and I am a rising Ju-
nior at Martel College. I have been involved 
with the Student Association for two years, 
serving both as a New Student Representative 
and a Senator. I believe 1 am the right candi-
date for the position of treasurer because of 

my experience with the SA, my organizational 
skills, and my motivation and dedication to fu-
ture SA success. As treasurer, I promise to have 
updated accounts of the budget, as well as a 
detailed record of each expenditure. I believe 
that it is important for the entire student body 
to have access to budget information, and I 
promise to make the best recommendations 
to the Student Association regarding budget 
requests. Please vote for me! 

ANDREW FISCHER forSA Treasurer 

TIFFANY W u 
forSA Treasurer 

Hey Rice! My name is Tiffany Wu and I am 
running for Student Association Treasurer. 
Through my involvement as a New Student 
Rep this past year, I have seen the SA fund a 
campus-wide reception at Sammy's Picnic, 
provide a warm welcome for alumni during 
Homecoming weekend, and even introduce 
students to an exciting assortment of food 
at Taste of Houston. If elected treasurer, I 
will continue and expand upon this tradi-
tion of bringing you new and exciting events 
throughout the year. 

As Rice students, we pay a good chunk 
of change to be here; therefore, I think it is 
important that we are aware of where our 
money is going. I would like to initiate a sys-
tem where SA expenditures are published 
and made available to the s tudent body ev-
ery couple of months. With an understand-
ing of how we spend, I not only will keep 
you informed, but also (more importantly) 
will work toward getting benefits from that 
paid blanket tax back to you, the students! 
From cross-campus events to a variety of 
student gifts, I want you to enjoy every 
penny that goes into your time here at Rice. 
You deserve it! So please vote Tiffany Wu for 
SA Treasurer! 

SA EXTERNAL VP 
NICHOLAS MUSCARA 
for SA External Vice President 

Why am I running? The Student Associa-
tion has a real opportunity to impact and con-
tribute to numerous social events that occur 
in and around Rice. As External Vice Presi-
dent (whose duties range from assembling 
the Hedgehopper Card to planning "Families 
Weekend" to coordinating the "Homecoming 
Tailgate"), I want to use these social events 
to engage the student body to participate in 
events on and off campus. If this means using 
the tailgate events to pump the student body 
up about football games, or using the Hedge-
hopper card to promote getting off campus to 
hang out with friends, I want the Student As-

sociation to do a much better job of listening to 
the social needs of the students. 

What do I plan on doing? I want to work 
with the student body to rework the benefits 
of the Hedgehopper card. Taking this joint vi-
sion, it is important for the surrounding com-
munity to know the value of the Hedgehopper 
card to the Rice student body. 1 am committed 
to ensuring that the Hedgehopper card pro-
vide students with new and exciting discounts 
that allows them to get off Campus and enjoy 
the community! Further, 1 want to make social 
events such as "Families Weekend" and the 
"Homecoming Tailgate" more dynamic to re-
flect school excitement and pride on campus. 
Breaking out of the current trend, I want the 
Student Association to be at the forefront of 
planning campus-wide social events. 

SA INTERNAL VP 
AKSHAY DAYAL 
for SA Internal Vice President 

Over the pas t th ree years, I have con-
t r ibu ted to the S tuden t Association as a 
n e w s t u d e n t r ep resen ta t ive , as t reasurer , 
a n d as the co-cha i r of the SA Academics 
Commit tee , and I am excited to con t inue 
se rv ing the s t u d e n t body next year as SA 
In te rna] Vice-Pres ident . 

The SA has worked ha rd this year to 
e s tab l i sh m e a n i n g f u l r e l a t i onsh ip s with 

a variety of univers i ty off ices and organi 
za t ions . Next year , I will m a k e it a prior 
ity to work with g roups from across cam 
pus in a cons t ruc t ive m a n n e r to enac 
real change on c a m p u s based on s tuden 
d e m a n d s . Addit ional ly, the SA IVP is re 
spons ib le for the SA's new s tuden t repre 
senta t ive program, and I am commi t t ed 
to making the program more success fu l 
and more reward ing than in years pas t . 
When the e lec t ions begin in a few weeks , 
I would def ini te ly apprec ia t e your vote 
of suppor t ! 

ALEXANDER WYATT 
for SA External Vice President 

Hey y'all! I'm Alexander Wyatt. I'm a fresh-
man from Lovett and I would love to become 
your External Vice President next year. I am 
running for this position to better Rice events, 
by taking input from y'all and working with 
the SA to create a visible impact on campus. 
I have been able to see through experience 
as a New Student Representative how the 
SA works at its best, how the members in-
teract so readily, and been able to work with 
members of all colleges on various projects. 
The position functions to be the representa-
tive of the university both on campus and to 
other universities. I know that have what is 

necessary for the position: the experience of 
working in the SA, and the spirit and deter-
mination to represent Rice how we should be 
represented. Both my opponent and I have an 
amazing opportunity that I intend on taking 
full advantage of, in being able to represent 
Rice over the next year. I also have experience 
representing Rice serving on SAC as an over-
night host, and informational visitor to my 
former high school promoting our remark-
able university. In this election make sure 
that you vote for experience, and 1 hope that 
you consider casting your vote for me. I can't 
wait to make On-Campus events even more 
amazing next year! Feel free to contact me 
on Facebook if you have any questions and I 
look forward to serving y'all next year! Have a 
great day and VOTE WYATT! 
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SARAH 

BAKER 
for Student Association 

President 
Hi! I'm Sarah Baker, a junior at Lovett College, and I want 

to be your next Student Association President. 
Why vote for me? I have lots of experience in the SA. Dur-

ing my freshman year, I served as a New Student Representa-
tive. During sophomore year, I served as SA Secretary, and 
I currently serve as the External Vice President. All of this 
experience means 1 know what works and what doesn't in 
the SA. My leadership experience is not limited to the SA, 
however. 1 have served on the Student Admissions Council, 
Rice Program Council, and am currently a Co-Coordinator of 
CAPP. 

All of that means I know who's doing what around cam-
pus. Finally, I know lots of people on campus- administrators 
and s tudents . I've made these contacts through my work in 
the SA and other campus organizations over the past years. 
These relationships mean that I know who to go to in order to 
get things done. 

And there are plenty of things to be done! I'm proud of the 
SA's successes this year - Hedgehopper cards, Academic Polls, 
more late-night food options - but there is plenty left to do. So 
how do we prioritize? By listening to you! The SA should poll 
s tudents this spring and let you decide the priorities. 

The most SA experience, most connections, and strongest 
commitment to listening to you: that 's why you should vote 
Sarah Baker for SA President. 

CHRIS 

WARRINGTON 
for Student Association 

President 
We have interesting times ahead of us: two new colleges 

are being constructed, the s tudent body is growing, and new 
buildings are popping up everywhere. 

The SA and the residential colleges will have to take charge 
if we want to make sure that these changes happen on our 
terms. Who knows best how to populate the new colleges? Who 
knows best how to renovate the South Colleges? Students! I am 
the candidate who will make sure students ' views are heard. 

Personally, I want to involve more s tudents in the day-
to-day workings of the SA. Too often, action in the SA comes 
from the top. I cannot be everywhere. I want more input and 
action from you. 

So, I want to start holding SA meeting at the colleges 
themselves. I will come to you, instead of you coming to me. 
I'd also like to increase the size of the Senate (2 per college? 9 
per class?): more Senators, more advocates. 

This past year, the SA has worked hard to make sure that your 
views are made known on issues ranging from construction to 
the academic calendar to parking. We must continue this! When 
we can say that 96% of students want something, people listen. 
Just look at the recent Spring Recess decision. 

As SA Parliamentarian these last two years (and an active at-
tendee my freshman year) I have learned the ins and outs of the 
SA and the various University departments I'll be working with. 

Together, we have power! 

MATT 

YOUN 
for Student Association 

President 
Do you like Rice better now than when you first got here? 

The SA President should make sure current students ' under-
graduate experiences are not compromised by long-term 
plans. I have seen students ' displeasures with construction, 
fee increases, etc., and I have fought to make things better. If 
elected, { would continue to make sure the undergraduate ex-
perience is as good as it can be. 

As SA Senator and Internal Vice President, I have brought 
back the use of Resolutions, which have conveyed student 
opinions about construction, environmental policy, and aca-
demic changes. Working with Senators, Committee Chairs, 
and NSRs, among others, we have succeeded in keeping Spring 
Recess and making course evaluations public. Now, we are 
working on lowering parking fees and gaining earlier notice 
on construction projects. I have also helped create a partner-
ship between the Faculty Senate and the Student Association; 
I hope to create a partnership with the Board of Trustees by 
the semester's end. I am open to hearing all ideas and plan on 
going to College Government meetings and lunches at serveries 
during my term to reach out to all students. 

In my time, the SA has made vast improvements, and I 
believe I am the candidate who can best continue this trend. 
Vote for me starting 2/21 at 11:59 P m at sa.rice.edu. Call me 
at 410.948.7421. Email me at Matt.Youn@rice.edu. Join my 
Facebook group. Let's make our voice heard. 

RICE PROGRAM COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT 
MICHELLE KERKSTRA for RPC President 

SAMMY THE OWL 
EROL BAKKALBASI for Sammy the Owl 

MIKE CLENDENEN 
for Sammy the Owl 

Hey Rice! My name is MikeClendenen, and I 
want to be your next Sammy the Owl. For those 
of you who don't know me, I'm a freshman at 
Brown College (feel free to Facebook search me). 
If elected, I will see to it that the Rice spirit con-
tinues to abound around campus. I will attend 

every athletic event and help our teams look 
good (while making the foes' teams look bad). 
I'm a very energetic person, I can be extremely 
enthusiastic, and I know how to Crank Dat 
Soulja Boy. Over the past year I've come to 
regard Rice sports as one of the most fun and 
unifying aspects of this community, and if you 
elect me, I will be sure to lead the way to vic-
tory. So vote for me, Mike, as your next Sammy 
the Owl. To Rice be true! 

RICHARD ROMEO for Sammy the Owl 

THRESHER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
DYLAN FARMER 
& LILY CHUN 
for Thresher Editor-in-Chief 

If l h ad to descr ibe Dylan Farmer and 
Lily Chun, all I would have to do is but 
whisper a word: Love. 

Yes, my f r i ends , love. 
With eyes of spir i t a n d hea r t s of gold, 

th is sou l fu l d u o is the only pair capab le 
of f i l l ing the s h o e s tha t S tephen and 1 
have worn over the pas t m o n t h s . But 
whi le the t r eads wear th in and insoles 
st inky, Dylan a n d Lily will br ing for th 
a f resh new scent tha t will m a k e people 

say: "Yes, my f r i end , they are gell in ' . 
Gellin' on love." 

So when you s t ep in to the voting cubi-
cle, vote for Dyly Charmer . And whatever 
you do, don ' t wri te- in vote for the Back-
page for Thresher ed i tor - in-chief . 

— Evan Mintz 

RTV5 PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
CHARLES LENA for RTV5 Program Director 

RSVP INTERNAL VICE CHAIR 
CONNIE FOO 
for RSVP Internal Vice Chair 

As the RSVP Internal Vice Chair, I will 
work with the RSVP College Representa-
tives to increase awareness and participa-
tion. 1 hope to provide more volunteer op-
portunities to those individuals who enjoy 
volunteering, but who are unable to commit 
on a long-term basis. Since middle school, 
I have been volunteering throughout the 
Houston area. During high school, I coor-
dinated and organized various volunteer 
opportunities, varying from a one-day com-
mitment opportunity (e.g. volunteering at 
the Houston Ifest) to long-term projects. At 
my high school, I established a mentorship 
program to address the lack of concern the 
administration had for providing informa-
tion or guidance to students. When I find a 

problem, I work hard to find a solution. This 
year, I served as a Brown College Represen-
tative, so I am familiar with the duties and 
responsibilities that this position entails. I 
also maintained the RSVP Google Calendar. 
I gained valuable experience as the agency 
coordinator for RSVP's Fall Outreach Day 
2007. Currently, I am the Children's commit-
tee chair. RSVP is an amazing organization. 
I hope to continue the work we have accom-
plished this year "lease vote for me! 

KTRU STATION MANAGER 
NICKSCHLOSSMAN for KRTUStation Manager 

RSVP EXTERNAL VICE CHAIR 
ALICE TSAO for RSVP External l ice Chair 

RSVP TREASURER 
FRANCIS AN for RSVP Treasurer 

mailto:Matt.Youn@rice.edu
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UNIVERSITY COURT 
CLASS REPs (PICK 2 CANDIDATES PER CLASS) 

HONOR COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

(PICK 4 SENIORS) 
(PICK 3 JUNIORS) 

(PICK 3 SOPHOMORES) 

BEN (THOMAS) CARSON 
for U Court Settlor Rep. 

U Court deals with crimes ranging from 
Minor in Possession and destruction of prop-
erty to DUI. Being on the Court, one thing you 
learn fast is that 9 out of 10 cases deal with 
alcohol. It has been a sad realization for me 
that Rice is in the process of destroying one of 
its greatest assets: the alcohol policy. Whether 
you drink or not, I think we can all agree that 
the policy is crucial in fosteringa safe environ-
ment and an open dialogue. It combats the 
dangers ofunderground drinking that have 
resulted in tragic deaths at otherschools. Un-
fortunately, it represents a huge liability to 

the school. I can't fault President Leebron 
for trying to crack down on drinking. He's a 
lawyer and his job is to look out for Rice's li-
abilities. But I think he's missing the bigger 
picture: Underage drinking is here to stay, 
and if RUPD continues to push hard on it,the 
drinking will go underground. It's foolish to 
think you can stop it or even slow it. Anyone 
who thinks you can has never been around-
college kids. And the only result will be that 
one day, a normal Rice kid, it might be you or 
me, will be presented with a toughchoice: call 
RUPD and risk getting in trouble or do nothing 
and risk losing your friend's life. If you want 
to chat about this, please shoot me an email at 
ben.carson@rice.edu. 

Rising seniors, vote Carson for Court. 

JENNI CLELUCH for Honor Council Senior Rep. 

AUSTIN MUELLER for Honor Council Senior Rep. 

MIKE NELSON for Honor Council Senior Rep. 

RICHARD ROMEO for Honor Council Senior Rep. 

KATHERINE GOMER for U Court Senior Rep. 

TED WIEBER 
for Honor Council Senior Rep. 

Hailing from the friendly Duluth suburb to 
the northeast of Atlanta, Ted enjoys chess, jug-

gling, table tennis and being a Rice tour guide. 
A Hanszen History major, Ted has been an ac-
tive member of the Honor Council for the last 
two semesters, and hopes to build on his expe-
rience and continue to uphold Rice's academic 
integrity as a Senior Class Representative. 

ALEX DINUR for U Court junior Rep. 

KATIE ORTBAHN for U Court junior Rep. 

CHRIS RIZK 
for U Court Sophomore Rep. 

MynameisChrisRizkandl'llbeasophomore 
at Martel next year. 1 would really appreciate the 
opportunity to serve on the Honor Council and 
University Court as a Sophomore Class 

Representative. I haven't had a chance 
to serve on these councils before but 
I think this would be a good opportu-
nity for me to serve the Rice community. 
U-Court and Honor Council are great institu-
tions because they are run by the students 
for the students. I hope you will enable me to 
serve on one of these two institutions. 

SHUMAILA SARFANI L 1 Court Sophomore I 

BHARAT SRIVASTAVA for U Court Sophomore ft 

MICHAEL TAYLOR 

JACKIE AMMONS 
for Honor Council junior Rep. 

Jackie Ammons is excited to run for re-
election to Honor Council as a Junior Class 
Representative! Having served as an elected 
Honor Council officer, Secretary, Sophomore 
Representative, and Freshman Representa-
tive for the past two years, Jackie is whole-
heartedly dedicated to the Honor Council, 
one of Rice's oldest traditions. As a member 
of Brown College, Jackie is an economics 

IVAN CARABENCIOV 
tot or C Rep. 

Hey. I'm Darin Ivan Carabenciov, a sopho-
more from Hanszen. I'd reallylike the oppor-
tunity to serve the Rice community through 
the Honor Council. Though my name sounds 
suspiciously foreign, I assure you that my 
loyalty lies to Rice University and its integ-
rity. In all seriousness, I think the honor 
code is an important part of the Rice experi-
ence. I've never served on the Honor Coun-

and English major and enjoys writing for the 
Thresher, babysitting, eating chocolate, and 
spending time with friends and family. 

J 

cil before, but it's something that 1 feel very 
passionate about and something to which I 
pledge my time and enthusiasm. 

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

JUSTINE LIN / Honor Council junto 

BEN (THOMAS) CARSON 
for University Council Rep, 

Today, Rice is in flux. Tuition and enroll-
ment are on the rise. Theentire campus feels 
like a construction zone. The alcohol policy 
ison its way out. In this atmosphere, it's im-
portant to make sure thatour concerns are not 
ignored. I want to make sure that our voice,the 
student voice, is heard. Last year, the Faculty 
Senate made thehorrible decision of reducing 
winter break from a leisurely month toa measly 
two weeks. That's unacceptable, but it's a result 
of theapathetic student environment here. A 
year ago, no one was electedto represent the 

JASDEEP MANGAT 
for University Council Rep. 

This past year, I have been fortunate to serve 
as an undergraduate representative on the Uni-
versity Council, an advisory board to the Presi-
dent that weighs in on important university 
policy decisions. This position has given me 
the opportunity to actively voice student opin-
ions, and I know this experience has provided 
me with the momentum to continue effectively 
serving the student body for the next academic 
year. Moreover, I have gained a great deal of 
experience for this position through other cam-
pus activities by serving as the co-chair of the 
SA Academics Committee and a representative 
to the Committee on the Undergraduate Curric-
ulum. In these positions, I have helped collect 
and voice students' opinions on issues like the 

(PICK 2 CANDIDATES) 

students on the university council. This 
year,important issues are at stake. What will 
we do about the abysmalstate of on-campus 
parking? What will happen when construc-
tionconflicts with student interests? What 
rights do students have indealing with increas-
ing enrollment and tuition costs? How can we-
make sure that new minors are implemented 
to the advantage ofeveryone? What we decide 
about these issues will affect Rice studentsfor 
decades to come. I have loads of ideas about 
these issues, but inthe interest of bringing the 
voice of the entire student body to thetable, I 
will seek a student consensus on the issues. 1 
encourage youto continue this discourse by 
shooting me an email at ben.carson@rice.edu. 

business minor and the academic calendar. 
If re-elected, I will continue to go straight 

to the student body to hear their thoughts and 
will work with the SA whenever the need arises. 
I will make sure to weigh every option carefully 
and continue to provide President Leebron 
with useful and productive advice in order to 
make Rice a home for us all. So on February 
21st, when the general election opens, please 
vote to re-elect Jasdeep Mangat as University 
Council representative. 

PAUL TUCKER for University Council Rep. 

EILEEN ONG HO> nor Council iumo 

KATIE ORTBAHN for Horn >r Council iumo 

ERIN WALLER for Honor Council fun ior Re 

DARREN ARQUERO /-< 

ANDREW BRIGGS 
for 1 • mor O HJUCH Sophomore Rep. 

Have you ever heard of the Blue Book? Are 
you aware of Honor Council procedures? Did 
you know that both the Blue Book & Honor 
Council procedures are available at honor. 
rice.edu? It's likely you are not the only person 
who is unfamiliar with the Honor system and 
Honor Council at Rice University. Fortunately, 
there are individuals like myself who under-
stand the Honor Code. I was appointed to the 
position of Honor Council Freshman represen-
tative in the 07-08 academic year, and during 
that time I was tasked with acquainting stu-
dents and faculty with the Honor System. 

Experience is an important part of suc-
cess as an Honor Council member. Each 
case I have participated in has furthered my 
understanding of the Honor System, allow-
ing me to both create and validate my judg-
ments objectively. 

I hope to continue to serve on the honor 
council because I believe that no student 
should have an unfair academic advantage 
over other students. Accordingly, I hold the 
Rice Honor System in high regards because 
it is a reflection of trust among students at 
this institution. This trust allows us flexibili-
ty in course work and examinations. Vote for 
me, and 1 will continue to protect the mutual 
trust and respect that facilitates academic 
flexibility at our University. 

NORMAN PAI for Honor Council Sop 

BENJAMIN CUTHRELL OR 

nomore Rep. 

CHRIS RIZK 
for Honor Council Sophomore Rep. 

MynameisChrisRizkandl'llbeasophomore 
at Martel nextyear. I would really appreciate the 
opportunity to serve on the Honor Council and 
University Court as a Sophomore Class 

for Council Sophomore Ret). 

Representative. I haven't had a chance 
to serve on these councils before but 
I think this would be a good opportu-
nity for me to serve the Rice community. 
U-Court and Honor Council are great institu-
tions because they are run by the students 
for the students. I hope you will enable me to 
serve on one of these two institutions. 

KELSEY ZOTTNICK for Honor Council Sophomore Rep. 

mailto:ben.carson@rice.edu
mailto:ben.carson@rice.edu
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Rosa spurs men's tennis to easy victories over Arizona, No. 24 Miami 
Sophomore runs unbeaten streak in singles to thirteen straight matches as Owls move to 3-0 at Jake Hess this season 

by Casey Michel 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

C o n t i n u i n g a t h e m e f r o m t h i s y o u n g 
s e a s o n , the m e n ' s t e n n i s t e a m d o m i n a t e d in 
s i ng l e s play to easi ly h a n d l e No. 24 Univer-
sity of Miami in a 5-2 win Sunday. T h e win, 
W e e ' s fifth in a r ow and th i rd s t r a igh t over 
a r a n k e d o p p o n e n t , c a m e abou t in d r a m a t i c 
f a sh ion , two d a y s a f te r a 5-2 de fea t of un-
r a n k e d Univers i ty of 

IN FOCUS: MEN'S TENNIS 
Record: 5 1 

Last week: In their first home action 
of the year, Rice held off Arizona 5-2 
before trouncing No. 24 Miami (Fla.) 
by the same score. 

This week: The Owls travel to 
the Virginia to take on No. 42 Old 
Dominion tomorrow and No. 43 Wil-
liam and Mary on Sunday. 

Arizona at J a k e H e s s 
T e n n i s S t ad ium. 

R i c e ' s r o u g h 
s c h e d u l e c o n t i n u e s 
th is w e e k e n d as t h e 
t e a m faces No. 43 Old 
Dominion Universi ty 
t o m o r r o w at 11 a.m. in 
Norfolk, Va. T h e Mon-
a r c h s a re no s t r ange r s 
to good compet i t ion, 

but that is not neces-
sarily a good th ing for 
t h e m — t h e i r previous 
two m a t c h e s against 
top-25 teams , No. 20 
U n i v e r s i t y of Okla-
h o m a and No. 11 Wake Fores t University, 
both resul ted in losses . 

Sunday, t h e Owls travel n o r t h to Will iams-
b u r g , Va., to s q u a r e off with t h e Col lege of 
Will iam and Mary . T h e 45 th- ranked T r i b e 
a r e cu r ren t ly r id ing an impress ive hot s t r eak , 
hav ing won six of the i r last seven con tes t s , 
inc luding t h r e e agains t r a n k e d o p p o n e n t s . 

Arizona is not in the top 75, however , but 
the Wildca ts still p r e s e n t e d their fair s h a r e 
of p r o b l e m s to the* Owls. While t h e d u o of 
junior Tobias Scheil and s o p h o m o r e B r u n o 
Rosa no tched an 8-4 win at No. 3, senior 
Filip Zivojinovic and s o p h o m o r e C h o n g Want; 
s t rugg led against B r u n o Alcala and Ravid Hazi 
in t h e Owls' 8-3 loss at No. 2. At the top of t h e 
l ineup, senior Ralph Knupfe r and Chr i s toph 
Mul ler batt led Claudio Chr i s ten and Jay Gold-
m a n into a t iebreaker , w h e n t h e Wild' ar duo 
out las ted t h e Owls with a 9-8 (4) win to take 
t h e doub les point. 

D e s p i t e h i s l o s s in d o u b l e s , No . 45 

K n u p f e r w o u l d no t be d e n i e d in s i n g l e s 
a n d d r o p p e d on ly o n e g a m e in h i s win 
o v e r P e t e r Z i m m e r at No . 3 to e v e n t h e 
s c o r e . Rosa c o n t i n u e d h i s d o m i n a n c e in 
s i n g l e s play, p u t t i n g No. 37 C h r i s t e n a w a y 
7-6 (10) , 7-5 at t h e top of t h e l i n e u p to g ive 
t h e O w l s a l ead t h e y wou ld no t r e l i n q u i s h . 
A f t e r W a n g a n d fe l low s o p h o m o r e D e n n i s 
Po lyakov t o o k t h e i r m a t c h e s in s t r a i g h t 
s e t s , Z ivoj inovic s h o o k off h i s d o u b l e s l o s s 

to d r o p A n d r e s Car-
r a s c o 7-6 (5) , 6-2 to 
g ive t h e O w l s t h e i r 
s e c o n d win o v e r an 
u n r a n k e d o p p o n e n t 
t h i s s e a s o n . 

'Hie Owls ' c o n t e s t 
with Miami w a s the i r 
t h i r d m a t c h u p with 
a top 25- ranked op-
p o n e n t in two w e e k s . 
M o s t t e a m s m i g h t 
h a v e given l e s s than 
a full e f f o r t , bu t with 
K n u p f e r and Mul le r 
d o w n 7 -5 t o t h e 
No. 30 pair of Vall-
v e r d u and S u n d b e r g , 

Rice w a s in t h e ma tch . On set point , t h e Hur-
r icanes double-faul ted, g iv ing Rice b r e a t h i n g 
r o o m . However , m u c h to t h e c h a g r i n of t h e 
()wls, t h e cha i r umpi r e r e v e r s e d t h e call and 
a w a r d e d the H u r r i c a n e s t h e d o u b l e s point . 

But instead of rolling over, t he Owls s tar ted 
a resil ient c o m e b a c k that took the H u r r i c a n e s 
by surprise. Knupfer led the c h a r g e into singles 
with a 6-1, 6-3 throt t l ing of Vivek Subrama-
nian to knot up the score at 1-1. Wang then 
cont inued his s t rong play as h e g r a b b e d his 
th i rd-consecut ive straight-set s ingles victory, 
th is t ime against Keith r r o w l e y by a score 
ol 6-3, <)-2. 

T h e H u r r i c a n e s were not done , as Sun-
d b e r g h a n d e d Zivojinovic a s traight-set loss 
to even the s co re at 2. However, Mul ler gave 
the m o m e n t u m back to Rice with a 6-1, 7-5 
win over No. 97 Rosenfeld for his first v ic tory 
over a r anked foe. 

Then , in what can only be charac te r ized 

See TENNIS, page 18 
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Sophomore Bruno Rosa prepares to return a backhand against No. 7 Daniel Vallverdu of Miami last 
Sunday. Not only did the unranked Rosa notch his third win over a ranked opponent, but his win 
helped the Owls clinch a 5-2 victory over the then-No. 24 Hurricanes. 

Reece returns to lead women's track at Bayou City 
by Natalie Clericuzio 

THRKSHER HI>!T<)RIAL STAFF 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Freshman Allison Pye, center, and sophomore Nicole Mericle, right, run the mile in 
last Friday's Bayou City Championships. Mericle and Pye finished third and fourth 
in the event, respectively, while senior Lennie Waite won with a time of 4:49.26. 

S o p h o m o r e S h a k e r a R e e c e 
was r id ing high as the s u m m e r of 
2007 began . She had posted NCAA 
o u t d o o r qual i fy ing t imes in both 
the 100- and 200-meters . and she 
e a r n e d C o n f e r e n c e USA N e w c o m e r 
of the Year honors . But be fo re she 
could revel in he r accompl i shments , 
Reece su f fe red a hip flexor in jury 
that kept h e r inactive for m o r e than 
half a year. 

Now, though , Reece 's in jury is 
no m o r e than a distant memory , and 
that news could not have c o m e any 
soone r for the w o m e n ' s t rack and 
field t eam. Compe t ing in h e r tirst 
meet s ince the NCAA ()utdooi Track 
and Field Championsh ips last June , 
Reece was in full force at the Bayou 
City Championsh ips , held last week-
end at t h e University of Hous ton ' s 
Yeoman Field House . T h e Ba rbados 
native took first place in the 60-meter 
dash , one of seven first place m a r k s 
Rice secured at the meet . 

Head coach J im Bevan said Re-
ece ' s r e t u r n is a we lcome sight . 

"Spr in ters a re like s p o r t s cars ," 
Bevan said. "They have to be ve ry 
finely tuned , t h e r e ' s so m u c h fo rce 
and power that [ the sprint I h a p p e n s 
so qu ick and that if anyth ing ' s g o n e 
wrong, then you can cause a lot m o r e 
p rob l ems . We won't know for su re 
(if s h e ' s heal thy] until she ' s go t t en 
a few m o r e m e e t s underway , but 1 
think she' l l be line." 

T h e Owls travel to Fayetteville, 

Ark., today to c o m p e t e in the Tyson 
Invi tat ional . Held at the Randal 
T y s o n T r a c k Center , p e r h a p s the 
p remie r indoor t rack facility in the 
c o u n t r y and a regular hos t of the 
NCAA Indoor Track and Field Cham-
pionships , th is mee t will f ea tu re 
s o m e of the top t e a m s in the country, 
inc lud ing t h r e e top-five f in i she r s 

f rom last year ' s NCAA. Champion-
ships: Louisiana State University, 
the University of T e n n e s s e e and the 
University of Georgia . In addition to 
the tough collegiate competition, the 
Owls will face a hos t ol una t tached 
r u n n e r s , j u m p e r s and th rowers who 
are in the midst of preparation fo r the 

Set WOMEN, page 18 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Friday, Feb. 15 
•Women's Tennis vs. UTA 
3 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Saturday, Feb. 16 

• Men's Basketball vs. UCF 
2 p.m. — Reliant Arena 

• Women's Tennis vs. Northwestern State 
10 a.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Sunday, Feb. 17 
•Women's Tennis vs. No. 26 Texas 
Noon — Austin. Texas 

Monday, Feb. 18 

•Golf at Rice Intercollegiate 

All Day — Westwood Golf Club 

Tuesday, Feb. 19 

•Golf at Rice Intercollegiate 
All Day — Westwood Golf Club 
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Patience pays off for women's basketball with win over Ttilsa 
by Justin Hudson 

THRESHER STAFF 

With the prospect of a lost sea-
son slowly turning into a reality, 
the women's basketball team may 
have just caught its footing. Play-
ing in a nip-tuck game against the 
University of Tulsa, Rice went on 
an 11-0 run over the final five-plus 
minutes in the second half to beat 
the Golden Hurricane 69-59 and 
secure its first home conference 
win of the year. 

The Owls (9-15, 2-8 Conference 
USA), may be just one game out 
of the cellar in the C-USA stand-
ings, but the team's fortunes could 
change dramatically over the final 

three weeks of the season. Yester-
day, Rice faced Tulane University 
(13-10,3-7 C-USA) in New Orleans, 
La., to start a crucial four-game 
road stretch. Tomorrow, the Owls 
take on probably their toughest 
opponent of the season, the 24th-
ranked University of Texas-El Paso 
(19-2,10-0 C-USA). 

While it is unlikely to expect the 
Owls to defeat both, or even one, of 
these teams—Rice lost by 23 to each 
team in their previous meetings this 
season—if they were to come away 
with victories, the Owls would be in 
good position to move up in the con-
ference standings and gain a higher 
seed heading into the conference 
tournament next month. 

\]#X 

% 

DEIAN TAQAKCV/THRF.SHER 

Freshman forward Morgan Mayse muscles up a shot in Rice's 69-59 win over 
Tulsa last Saturday. Mayse's 1 8 points and seven rebounds helped the Owls win 
their first game in over three weeks. 

ACADEMY AWARD N O M I N A T I O N 
BEST A N I M A T E D FEATURE 

E D W A R D S GREENWAY 
A N G E U K A F ILM C I M T I R GRANO PAIACI STADIUM 14 c * u Jn

H
0

EATRE 

510 Texas Avenue N of SW Frwy on Weslayan 
(713) C A L L AFC 800 FANDANGO (370) SHOWTlMES 

AMPAS MEMBERS. VOUB MEMBERSHIP CARD W i l t AILOW YOU AND A GUEST TO ANY PERFORMANCE I 

VIEW THE TRAILER AT W W W . P E R S E P O L I S M O V I E . C O M 

Dude Ranches 
National Parks 
Theme Parks 
Resorts 

APPLY NOW 
w w w . s u m m e r j o b s 0 8 . o r g 

SUMMER 
JOBS 

Head coach Greg Williams 
(Hanszen 70), however, is not look-
ing too far ahead in the schedule. He 
said that, while the Owls' upcoming 
opponents pose plenty of challenges, 
the team's recent finishes have cre-
ated a newfound sense of poise. 

"We have four tough road 
games — it does not get any easier," 
Williams said. "But certainly our kids 
can gain a lot of confidence from the 
Tulsa win." 

That confidence did not come 
about easily. Friday, Rice suffered a 
potentially devastating 70-68 loss to 
Southern Methodist University (17-6, 
7-3 C-USA) in overtime. After rallying 
from an early 19-9 deficit, the Owls 
went into halftime trailing 31-25. 

The second half was much the 
same story — Rice found itself 
down or tied most of the way. The 
Owls struggled from the field, 
at one point going five minutes 
without a basket. But the shooting 
of sophomore guard Tara Watts, 
who had 14 of her career-high 19 
points in the half, kept the Owls 
afloat. Her three-pointer with 3:50 
remaining tied the game at 53, but 
SMU regained control with a quick 
scoring burst that put them up five 
with three minutes left. 

Luckily for the Owls, the seniors, 
who had lain dormant for much of 

the game, finally stepped up. Point 
guard Kadie Riverin and center 
Valeriya Berezhynska combined for 
the next six points to give the Owls 
a 59-58 advantage. A free throw by 
SMU's Delisha Willis then knotted 
the score at 59 with a minute left, 
but neither team found the bottom 
of the net after that and the game 
went to overtime. 

In the extra stanza, the Owls 
actually held the Mustangs to a 
paltry 1-5 shooting. However, it did 
not matter, as SMU went 9-10 from 
the free throw line in overtime to 
cap a 24-29 night from the charity 
stripe. With the Owls down by two 
and Berezhynska fouled out late 
in the game, Williams was forced 
to look for Watts or Mayse for the 
potential tying or go-ahead basket. 
Coming off a screen with the clock 
winding down, Watts was tied up 
by Brittany Gilliam, who forced a 
turnover with 1.4 seconds left to seal 
the Owls' fate. 

"Berezhynska was out of the 
game, and we were trying to go to 
our trying to go to our two best of-
fensive players, and that's Morgan 
and Tara," Williams said. "We had 
many golden opportunities that we 
didn't take advantage of." 

The Owls did not seem fazed 
the next day, though they soon 

found themse lves in ano the r 
back-and-forth game. Rice once 
again struggled from the field 
in the first half, shooting only 32 
percent. With Berezhynska limited 
to five minutes in the half due 
to foul trouble, Chanel Johnson 
dominated the post for the Golden 
Hurricane, putting in 17 points and 
seven rebounds. However, Rice 
built a slight 32-29 lead as the teams 
headed into halftime. 

A johnson layup gave Tulsa a 
56-53 lead with 6:30 in the second 
half, but a jumper by junior for-
ward Emery Carter and a Riverin 
three-pointer gave the Owls the 
lead. After a three-pointer by Tulsa 
center Kara Vaughan with 5:11 left, 
Rice pulled away with a dominating 
11-0 run to finally take control of 
the game. 

Mayse and Carter made up for 
Berezhynska's absence in the post 
and effectively took Johnson out of 
the game in the second half — the 
Tulsa center was limited to four 
points down the stretch. Mayse 
finished with 18 points and seven 
rebounds, while Carter had eight 
points and 10 rebounds. And, though 
struggling from the field, Watts 
dished out a career-high eight as-
sists and had five steals to lead the 
Owls' defense. 

Men's basketball's streak hits 13 in a row 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

The first one is always the hard-
est. For the men's basketball team, 
the first win of 2008 will have to come 
another day. Winless since early De-
cember, Rice (3-20, 0-10 Conference 
USA) dropped a 69-60 contest against 
the University of Alabama-Birming-
ham Wednesday at Reliant Arena. The 
loss pushed Rice's season-long losing 
streak to an abysmal 13 games. 

Leading the way for the Owls in 
defeat was senior forward Patrick 
Britton, who scored 18 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds. Since UAB 
(17-7, 7-2 C-USA) was playing with-
out Robert Vaden, the conference's 
fourth-leading scorer, the Blazers 
rode point guard Ed Berrios's 15 
points and five assists to the win. 

Rice returns to action tomorrow 
afternoon at 2 p.m. against the Uni-
versity of Central Florida at Reliant 
Arena. The Golden Knights (12-11, 
54 C-USA) boast the conference's 
second-leading scorer—junior guard 
Jermaine Taylor, who is averaging 
21.7 points a game. This is the two 

squads' first meeting of the year. I.ast 
season. Rice avenged a home defeat 
to UCF with a tight 53-51 win in the 
quarterfinals of the C-USA tourna-
ment, but that Rice squad was noth-
ing like this year's group — not only 
did the Owls lose Morris Almond 
(Martel '07) and Ixirenzo Williams to 
the NBA and the NBDL, respectively, 
but the team has been decimated by 
injuries nearly all season. 

If they hope to break the los-
ing streak, the Owls will need to 
get out to a quicker start than they 
did Wednesday. UAB jumped out 
to a quick 12-2 lead but fell prey 
to a pair of deep three-point shots 
from walk-on junior guard Chris 
Szalay, who helped Rice cut the 
lead to just 23-20 midway through 
the first half. Before they could 
get any closer, however, the Owls 
went cold from the field and the 
Blazers closed the half with a solid 
40-31 lead. 

'The first four minutes [of the 
half] we were pretty lethargic," junior 
guard Rodney Foster said. "After the 
first timeout we came together and 
brought the energy level up." 

Despite their slow play going into 
halftime, the Owls came out quickly 
to start the second half. Sophomore 
guard Lawrence Ghoram scored six 
points in under two minutes to cut 
UAB's lead to 40-37 and bring Rice 
back into the game. 

After a back-and-forth stretch, 
Rice finally pulled into the lead 
when a Ghoram jumper made it 
54-53 with 6:38 to go. A UAB bas-
ket just nine seconds later, howev-
er, erased that lead for good. Two 
missed free throws by freshman 
center Scott Saunders, as well as 
sloppy defense and weak rebound-
ing by the Owls, allowed the Blaz-
ers to go on a 10-0 tear over the 
next five minutes that all but se-
cured them the win. 

Despite the nine-point deficit, 
head coach Willis Wilson (Will 
Rice '82) said he thinks the Owls 
are coming closer to finally break-
ing through and winning their first 
game in nearly two months. 

"We're putting ourselves in posi-
tion to win," Wilson said. "We were 
in control of the game. ... Now we 
just need to convert." 

* t ^ 

Ye olde ball game 
DAVID ROSAl ES/THRFSHER 

No, these are not Wayne Graham impersonators — Rice baseball alumni from across the country converged on 
Reckling Park Feb. 2 for the biennial Alumni game. Following the geriatrics' matchup, Josh Rodriguez's 
(Martel 06) six home runs bested sophomore Aaron Luna's one In the Alumni-Varsity Home Run Derby. Rounding 
out the events of the day, the Blue-Gray scrimmage gave fans a glimpse at the 2 0 0 8 season. 

http://WWW.PERSEPOLISMOVIE.COM
http://www.summerjobs08.org
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Women's tennis preps for tough Sunday contest with Longhorns 
by Rhodes Coffey 

T H K K S H K R S T A F F 

When following college athletics, 
it is easy to forget that the athletes 
are, in fact, students just like every-
one else on campus. Last Friday, 
senior Dominique Karas, a regular 
at the top of the lineup for the wom-
en's tennis team, was out for Rice's 
match against Mississippi State Uni-
versity because of a medical school 
interview. Nevertheless, the rest of 
the team picked up the slack, push-
ing the Bulldogs to the limit before 
falling 4-3. Two days later Rice re-
bounded by staving off the Univer-
sity of Alabama by a 4-3 margin. 

Now the Owls return to Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium for what 
will be a busy weekend. Today at 
3 p.m., Rice plays the University of 
Texas-Arlington, and tomorrow, the 
team will face Northwestern State 
University at 3 p.m. But those two 
matches are just a prelude for the 
real test, a showdown with No. 25 
University of Texas Sunday at Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium. The Long-
horns will be a formidable oppo-
nent, especially in doubles, where 
they sport the 25th-ranked duo of 
Marija Milic and Vanja Corovic. 

The Longhorns may be one of 
the few ranked teams Rice faces all 
season, but that may not be a bad 
thing for the Owls, who struggled 
in their match with Mississippi State 
from the outset. Although sopho-
more Julie Chao and senior Tif-
fany Lee paired for a win at No. 1 in 
doubles, the Owls could not hold on 
for another win. Alter the Bulldogs 
evened the doubles score at 1-1, 
Radka Ferancova and Renee Joseph 
downed sophomore Rebecca Lin 
and freshman Varsha Shiva-Shankar 
8-5 to clinch the doubles point. 

ITie Owls rebounded in singles, 
however, as senior Christine Dao 

earned her first singles victory of 
the spring with a 64, 6-1 thrashing 
of Elna de Villiers at No. 4. Rice then 
took the lead when junior Emily 
Braid overpowered Daniela Juskova 
6-4, 64, although MSU quickly tied 
the match at 2 with a win at No. 2. 
The momentum remained in flux as 
Shiva-Shankar won in straight sets 
to give Rice the lead, but then Feran-
cova proved to be too much for Lin 
in yet another straight-set matchup. 

THIS WEEKEND 

Rice vs. 
No. 25 Texas 

When: Sunday, Feb. 17 
at 11 a.m. 
Where: Jake Hess Ten-
nis Stadium 
History: The Owls have 
yet to claim their first win 
over their in-state 
rivals, going 0-19 all-time 
against the Longhorns. 

All eyes then turned to cen-
ter court, where sophomore Julie 
Chao, ranked 99th in the country, 
was battling Martina Banikova at 
the top of the ladder. After drop-
ping a tiebreaker in the opening 
set, Chao could not find the come-
back path and lost 7-6 (4), 6-3. With 
this last key point sliding the wrong 
way, Rice lost the dual match to 
MSU by a narrow margin. 

Fortunately for the Owls, Karas 
was back in the lineup Sunday 
when they faced the Crimson Tide. 
After Shiva-Shankar and Braid 

muscled out an easy doubles win, 
Chao and Karas combined to take 
a close 8-6 victory to give the Owls 
the doubles point. 

But despite their early momen-
tum, Rice once again faced a tight 
battle in singles. Lee fell to Ala-
bama's Alice Tunaru 6-0, 6-4, but 
Shiva-Shankar regained the lead 
for Rice with in a 6-2, 6-3 win over 
Andrea Brenes. However, the lead 
changed hands again when Karas 
lost in three sets and Lin subse-
quently fell in two to give the Crim-
son Tide a 3-2 advantage. 

In a tiebreaker, Braid lost the 
first set of her match with Bianca 
Svensson but managed to hang on 
to win the second. With the mo-
mentum on her side, Braid put the 
nails in Svensson's coffin by taking 
the third set to win 6-7, 6-4, 6-3, and 
once again put the final decision in 
Chao's hands. 

"[Svensson] was playing her 
best," Braid said. "TTieir whole 
team was playing well. She really 
gave me nothing. It was exciting 
to finish my match and watch Julie 
complete the win." 

Chao did not start off strong 
enough in the first set against Tiffany 
Welcher, losing 4-6, but she evened 
things up by taking the second-set 
tiebreaker. Chao then pulled ahead 
in the third set, but a questionable 
line call at 40-love, shifted momen-
tum, and Welcher came back to force 
a tiebreaker. Once again Chao dug 
deep, dominating the tiebreaker 7-1 
to clinch a 4-3 win for the Owls. 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Junior Dominique Karas, seen here preparing to serve, was absent for the Owls' 
4-3 loss to Mississippi State last Friday. However, she returned two days later 
to help the Owls defeat Alabama by the same 4-3 score. 

ATTORNEY 
II, HARRASSMENT 
_dwi/duildrugs_ 
281-984-5050 

8200 S. Main 
713-665-0011 
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acrim from Super Target. 

Show your Rite II) card 
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Teach For America 
Final Application Deadline 

February 15, 2008 

TEACHFORAMERICA 
www.teachforamerica.org 

m • 

http://www.teachforamerica.org
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
Feb. 7-13 

Assists — Rice 14 (Foster 6, Szalay 3, Beasley P 2); 
UAB 11 (Berrios 5, Davis Jr. 2. Johnson 2). 

SMU 64 BICE 48 
Feb. 0 2008 -

SMU 
Rice 

Dallas, Texas 

23 45 
34 19 

64 
45 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

UAB 69 RICE 60 
Feb. 13. 2008 — Reliant Arena 

Rice 
UAB 

32 37 — 60 
31 26 — 69 

Rice (3-20, 0-10 C-USA) 
Britton 6-13,6-818. Foster 4-10,2-3 12, Ghoram 4-9, 
0-2 10, Szalay 3-4, 0-0 8, Saunders 3-4, 0-2 6. 
Totals: 23-46, 10-17 60. 

UAB (17-7, 7-2 C-USA) 
Berrios 5-9, 0-5 15, Toney 2-8, 6-8 12, Kinnard 3-12, 
4-7 11. Crawford 3-4, 2-2 8, Mayfield 3-5, 1-3 7. 
Totals: 20-49, 21-30 69. 

Three-point goals — Rice 4-13 (Foster 2-8, Szalay 
2-3); UAB 8-15 (Berrios 5-8, Toney 2-4). 

Rebounds — Rice 32 (Britton 10, Perka 7, Ghoram 
4, Saunders 3, Foster 3); UAB 32 (Kinnard 7, Holmes 
5, Mayfield 4, Huffman 4, Berrios 3). 

WOMEN 
From page 19 

Olympic Trials in June. The Tyson 
Invitational should be the Owls' 
toughest meet of the season before 
the C-USA Championships. 

At the very least, today's meet 
should be a lot tougher than the 
Bayou Championships, where Rice 
main competitors came solely from 
Texas. The Owls dominated from the 
beginning, as sophomore Eunique 
Hamilton grabbed two top spots 
in the both the high jump and the 
triple jump, with jumps of five feet, 
6.5 inches and 40 feet, 3.25 inches, 
respectively. In addition to her gold 
medals, Hamilton's triple-jump finish 
was a lifetime-best length. Rice also 
garnered a field event gold when 
freshman Ari Ince cleared 12-01 on 
the pole vault. 

Senior Desarie Walwyn also took 

Rice (3-19, 0-8 C-USA) 
Britton 6-12, 2-5 14, Foster 3-13, 4-4 11, Ghoram 
5-13, 0-0 10. Perka 4-7, 0-0 8, Foster 2-4, 0-1 4, 
Talbert 2-2, 0-0 4. 
Totals: 23-56. 6-10 45. 

SMU (8-13, 2-6 C-USA) 
Roberts 6-9,5-5 20, Walker 3-3,3-612, Fall 4-7,3-311. 
Killen 1-4, 8-8 11, Dia 3-9, 2-2 8, Harp 2-4, 1-2 6. 
Totals: 19-43, 22-23, 64. 

Three-point goals — Kice 1-14 (Foster 1-10,); SMU 
8-17 (Walker 3-5, Roberts 3-5, Harp 1-2. Killen 1-3). 

Rebounds — Rice 29 (Ghoram 6. Britton 5, Foster 
3, Braimoh 3, Beasley P 3, Perka 3, Saunders 2); 
SMU 31 (Dia 9, Fall 4, Harp 3, Malone 3, Roberts 
3, Killen 2). 

Assists — Rice 8 (Ghoram 4, Foster 3, Perka 1); SMU 
11 (Killen 5, Walker 5, Malone 1). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

Total*: 22-57,18-21 69. 

Tul»a (9-14, 5-5 C-USA) 
Johnson 9-13,3-3 21, Williams 6-10,1-113, Jackson 
3-11, 0-0 7, Vaughn 2-4, 0 0 5, Beer 2-9 2-2 4. 
Totato: 22-67, 16-19 62. 

Three-point goals — Rice 7-19 (Fulton 2-2, Mayse 
2-3, Riverin 2-6, Watts 1-6); Tulsa 2-11 (Vaughn 1-2, 
Jackson 1-3). 

Rebounds — Rice 35 (Carter 10. Mayse 7, Fulton 
5, Berezhynska 4. Riverin 2, Loggins 2); Tulsa 35 
(Johnson 14, Williams 8, Brooks 4, Jackson 3, 
Phillips 2). 

Assists — Rice 14 (Watts 8, Riverin 2, Fulton 2, 
Berezhynska 2); Tulsa 12 (Beer 4, Vaughn 2. Phil-
lips 2). 

SMU 70 RICE 68 
Feb. 7. 2008 — Sharp Gym 

SMU 
Rice 

31 28 11 — 70 
25 34 9 —68 

RICE 56 TULSA 62 
Feb. 8, 2008 — Hofheinz Pavilion 

Rice 
Tuisa 

32 37 — 69 
29 30 — 59 

Rice (9-15, 2-8 C-USA) 
Riverin 4-13,10-10 20, Mayse 7-12,2-218, Fulton 4-7, 
0-0 10, Carter 3-4, 4-5 8, Berezhynska 2-5, 2-2 6. 

second in the 200 meters with a time 
of25.05 seconds, beating sophomore 
Sarah Lyons by only .06 seconds. 

Not to be outdone by their team-
mates, Rice's distance runners also 
stifled the competition. Senior Len-
nie Waite, who took first in the 800 
at the Houston Invitational Feb. 2, 
switched gears to take first in the 
mile with a time of 4 minutes, 49.26 
seconds. Four other Owls rounded 
out the top five in the mile, as well. 
Sophomore Victoria Walker took the 
800 this time around, clocking in at 
2:15.01. Rice also swept the medal 
stand in this event, with sophomore 
Nicole Mericle coming in second 
at 2:16.32 and junior Claire Shorall 
placing third at 2:16.69. Additionally, 
senior Marissa Daniels also ran in 
her first meet back after suffering 
an injury, taking second in the 3,000 
with a time of 10:01.37. However, 
Daniels could not keep up with 
freshman Becky Wade, who grabbed 
a win in the 3,000 in 9:58.35. 

Rice (9-15, 2-8 C-USA) 
Watts 6-12,5-619, Berezhynska 7-17,2-7 16, Riverin 
5-11, 1-2 11, Mayse 4-10, 0-0 9, Fulton 1-4, 2-4 4, 
Loggins 2-5, 0-0 4. 
Totals: 22-63, 24-29 68. 

SMU (16-6, 6-3 C-USA) 
Gilliam 5-16, 7-8 18, Wills 5-7, 5-8 15, Samuels 3-8, 
3-3 10, Cobb 1-5, 6-6 8, Day 2-2 3-4 7. 
Totals: 27-66,11-21 70. 

Three-point goals — Rice 3-13 (Watts 2-2, Mayse 1-5); 
SMU 2-9 (Gilliam 1-2, Samuels 1-4). 

Rebounds — Rice 46 (Berezhynska 11, Riverin 7, 
Mayse 6, Loggins 6, Carter 4, Watts 3, Carmon 3); 
SMU 43 (Dodds 8, Wills 6, Severin 5, Samuels 4, 
Hill 3, Day 3). 

Assists — Rice 18 (Riverin 7, Berezhynska 5, Fulton 
2. Loggins 2); SMU 15 (Shepherd 4, Gilliam 3, Dodds 
2, Samuels 2). 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
The first one is always the hardest. 
Happy That's What She Said Day! 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Senior Filip Zivojivonic swats at a deep ball against Miami on Feb. 10. The Owls 
are set to face-off with Old Dominion University next on Saturday in Norfolk, Va. 

TENNIS 
From page 15 
Rosa defeated Vallverdu, who is 
ranked seventh in the nation. Vall-
verdu had already beaten the No. 
8 and No. 4 players in the nation 
before running into Rosa, who 
tallied his third win over a top 100 

challenger this season. After grab-
bing an easy 6-2 win in the first set, 
the Brazilian native found himself 
down 5-4 in the second set. 

Rosa, who was named Confer-
ence USA Player of the Week 
Tuesday, promptly rattled off wins 
in three straight games to beat 
Vallverdu and clinch the contest 
for the Owls. 

MEN'S TENNIS UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

Opponent Date Location Time History 

Old Dominion Feb. 16 Norfolk, Va. 10 a.m. First meeting 

Will iam & Mary Feb. 17 Will iamsburg, Va. 9 a.m. 0 -1 

Texas Feb. 2 4 Jake Hess 1 p.m. 2-22 

San Diego St. Mar. 3 San Diego, Calif. TBA 3-2 

UCLA Mar. 5 Los Angeles, Calif. 3 :30 p.m. 0 -1 

UC-lrvine Mar. 7 Irvine, Calif. 3 :30 p.m. 1-6 

Florida State Mar. 1 1 Jake Hess 1 :30 p.m. 3-2 

LSU Mar. 18 Jake Hess 1 :30 p.m. First meeting 

Rice Invitational Mar. 21-23 Jake Hess TBA 

Tulsa Apr. 2 Jake Hess 1 :30 p.m. 6-6 

LIVE ON THE BIG SCREEN 
AT YOUR LOCAL THEATRE 

Monday, February 18 at 8 :00pm 

n V / 

DIGITAL HD PROJECTION 

Powered by D LP 
C I N E M A 
TtXAS INSlKlMfKTS 

Presented Commercial Free by 
c a n i H D 

rder Tickets Now! 
ESPNDigitalCinevna.com 

Rave Yorktown 15 
f i t IAN TAfjAKOV/ fHRt SHFfV 

mm ravemotionpictures.com Sophomore sprinter Eunique Hamilton extends in the triple jump Feb. 16. Rice's 
next meet is the Tyson Invitational in Fayetteville, Ark., on Saturday. 
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CALENDAR 
feb. 15 - 22 INTERNATIONAL EDITION! 

FREITAG 15 SATURNI 
Thus spake she 

I have a humble request for 
the students of Rice campus: I 
want "That's what she said" to 
be proudly represented during 
every class meeting today. It's 
not that hard. (That's what 
she said.) See? Piece of cake. 
Represent — it's National 
"That's what she said" Day. 
So make fun of every 
unintenuendo (unintentional 
innuendo) you hear. 

Four score minus seventy years ago 
It's the tenth anniversary 
of V-Day; so with that in 
mind, it's time for the Vagina 
Monologues. They're showing 
tonight at 8 p.m. in the Jones 
Commons. $5 tickets for Rice 
students and $7 otherwise. 
And if you're wondering when 
you can get one of those "I <3 
Rice Vaginas" buttons, your 
time has come — they're being 
sold during lunch at the col-
leges and at the door. Pro-
ceeds go to the Houston Area 
Women's Center and V-Day, 
though I'm not sure how you 
donate to a calendar day... 

A little political 
Directors Molly Bingham and 
Steven Connors bring you 
Meeting Resistance, a film from 
the Project Iraq Film Series. 
The film tracks actual resis-
tance fighters in Iraq and will 
be followed by a discussion 
with the directors. The screen-
ing is at 8 p.m. in the Rice 
Media Center's Film Auditorium. 

46 
"The immaterial part of a person" 

It's Soul Night 2008, brought 
to you by the Black Student 
Association and the Caribbean 
Student Society. The theme is 
"Hope & Freedom"; 6:30 - 9 
p.m. in the RMC's Grand Hall. 

Distinctly distinguished 
The Friends of Fondren 2008 
Distinguished Guest Lecture 
will be given by journalist and 
historian Garry Wills today at 7 
p.m. in the RMC's Grand Hall. 
Wills' studies in the past have 
focused on American 
politicians — including George 
Washington, Richard Nixon, 
Ronald Reagan and the Kenne-
dys — and religion in America. 

TORSDAG 
Wild by Wild West 

O O 
MBflfeK 

WEDNESDAY 
Total Eclipse of the 

^0 

Lasso some fun at Jones' annual 
Wild West! thang. Party off into 
the sunset from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 

$ 1 to the first 
person who 
calls me on 
Saturday. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: sgm@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

LUNEDI 

Come see these Master Debaters 
It's the annual Student Associa-
tion Election Debates, hosted by 
the Rice Thresher and broadcast 
live by RTV5. That means you 
can watch from the comfort of 
your own home. They're at 10 
p.m. in the RMC. For the safety 
of the participants, the location is 
not being disclosed at this time. 
Or watch Live of Five (live broad-
cast on RTV5, which is coinci-
dentally channel 5 on campus). 

Be like Platinum 

The deadline for research 
article abstracts for the first 
issue of Catalyst, Rice's 
Undergraduate Science 
Review magazine, is today. 
For more info, visit 
www. ruf. rice.edu/~rur/ 

MARDI 49 
Roll in the Dough 

The Jones School Entrepeneur-
sliip Club is hosting an open talk 
at 6 p.m. in McNair Hall's Shell 
Auditorium. Come learn how you 
could get a $1(),(MX) scholarship. 
RSVP to dyer@rice.edu. 

The Rice Observatory is open 
to the public (that includes you, 
whoever you may be) from 
7-11 p.m tonight to view the to-
tal lunar eclipse. The eclipse is 
scheduled to begin at 7:43 p.m. 
and end at 9:01 p.m. But the 
moon is a bit of a diva, so those 
times are approximate. For 
more info, go to www.ruf. rice. 
edu/~ruco/observatory.html. 

VIERNES 

Why so sad? 
The Rice Player's spring 
production, Melancholy Play, 
opens tonight at 8 p.m. in Ham-
man Hall and also plays Friday, 
Saturday, Monday and Tuesday. 
It's all about angst and stuff, so 
it should be somewhat familiar 
to a lot of people. Tickets are 
$5 for Rice students, $8 for 
non-Rice students, Rice faculty 
and staff and seniors, and $10 
general admission. For more 
info, go to www.rice.edu/players. 

Love reprisal 

I/)vett's mysterious 1 Love You, 
You 're Perfect, Now Change 
starts its second week tonight at 
8 p.m. It's also showing Friday 
and Saturday nights at 8 p.m. 

Owl Days 
Needs You! 
TO DESIGN A T-SHIRT LOGO! 
Should Incorporate "Owl Days 2008" 

. PRIZES: 

- Free Shirt (with 
your design on it!) 

- Gift Card 

- Immortality 
(pending 
administration 
approval) 

- Deadline: Feb. 19 

n T p r . SUBMISSIONS & 
J t \ j L V ^ £ QUESTIONS: 

STUDENT . Kevin (kms2@) 
ADMISSION . „ 
COUNCIL - Jerini (jdc@) 

You can still win!!! 

Check your email and click on your unique URL to 
complete the 2008 National College Health Assessment 
(NCHA-WEB). You will be automatically entered to win. 
Prizes will be awarded on February 27th. Questions? Email 
wellness# or visit wellness.rice.edu/howrudoing.html. 

mailto:sgm@rice.edu
mailto:dyer@rice.edu
http://www.ruf
http://www.rice.edu/players
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D O N ' T VOTE FOR CANDIDATES W H O DID NOT S U B M I T BLURBS! 
WHY WON'T THEY TELL YOU THEIR POSITIONS? INSTEAD, VOTE FOR WRITE-IN CANDIDATES! 
We're running candidates' blurbs in this week's Thresher. But some candidates, mostly uncontested ones, did not submit blurbs. They are running for office but refuse to 
tell you their positions. They do not deserve your votes. You should not vote for candidates who are keeping their positions secret. Instead, cast a write-in vote for someone 
whose positions you do know. Show those elitist douchebags that they'll have to earn your vote and not just slide in to another resume-filling position. 
AFTER ALL, A FAKE CANDIDATE IS BETTER THAN A DOUCHEBAG CANDIDATE. So please accept the Backpage's recommendations. 

U. Court Senior Rep. 
Neither candidate submitted a blurb. What are their positions? Why won't they tell 
you? Instead, vote for this guy, whose positions are clear. 

DR. REP. RON PAUL 
for U, Court Senior Rep. 

Hey, I'm Ron Paul. You should vote 
for me for U. Court Senior Rep. 

Currently, U. Court is an unconsti-
tutional breach of power that needs to 
be limited to the original views of the 
founding students. They are in league 
with the Federal Reserve and Bilder-
berg to trick you into buying useless 
pastes and appliances. And I would 
know. I'm a vagina doctor. 

So 111 make sure the federal SA 
government stays out of your busi-
ness and relegate most trials to college 
courts, where your case will probably 
just get thrown out. 

I support the United States switching 

over to a Gold Standard, which means I 
also support the Golden Rule, so if you 
ever get called before U.Court, I'll treat 
you like how I'd like to be treated. 

Plus, come on, its not like I'm 
going to be elected president, so make 
your idiot friends happy by electing 
me U. Court Senior Rep. You may just 
get a ride in my awesome blimp or 
hear some stories about my days as a 
vagina doctor. 

RTV5 Program Director 
MICHAEL CERA 
for RTV5 Program Director 

Oh. 
Um... 
Hi, I'm Michael. 
But, you can call me Mike, if you 

want. 
Not really. 
Um ... 
So yeah, you should vote for me 

for RTV5 Program Director. I've been 
on TV shows and I think I'd do a good 
job. So yeah. 

Sorry, I kinda said "so yeah" twice. 
You know what, I'd do a great 

job. I have lots of experience, prob-
ably more than anyone else here. 
I would have some great ideas for 
shows and would know exactly how 

& 

people should make them and write 
them and produce them and I'm bet-
ter qualified than anyone else here so 
you should vote for me. 

Sorry for getting all worked up 
there. 

So yeah, uh. 
Hey, do you like the Moldy Peach-

es? We could get KTRU to play them 
and put it on air. 

Yeah. 

HELVETICA 
for KTRU Station Manager 

. . - . .• • 

Don't like the fact that KTRU doesn't 
always play songs you like? Well don't 
worry! If you elect me, Helvetica, as KTRU 
Station Manager, then the station will be 
whatever you want it to be. Our airwaves 
will be a blank slate of perfection, allow-
ing you to impose whatever meaning or 
music you most enjoy. KTRU noise will be like air: non-existent yet all-encom-
passing. It will be modem, yet post-modern. It will be... perfect. 

The1234 
TheABC567890 
DEFGHIabcdefhij 

JKLMNOklmn 
PQRSTUstuvwxyz 

VWXYZofMate 
of Materialist Dia 

rialist Dialectics, 
lectics. 

Rice Program Council Pres. 
LARA CROFT 
for RPC President 

For years I have brought entertainment and 
joy to young boys around the world, whether 
beating bad guys in Bangkok or [cliched fol-
low-up joke about masturbation goes here], 
and now I'll bring that entertainment to Rice. 

In the past, the RPC picked unfortunate 
places to party. If elected, I will hold Esper-
anza in an underwater cavern in Kazakhstan. 
And students don't buy enough enough tick-
ets, I will find the Spear of Longinus and use its 
powers to compel students to attend and enjoy 
themselves. Or my boobs. I'll use my boobs. 

Don't forget to watch the Thresher-sponsored SA debates, 
Monday at 10 p.m. on RTV5. 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

A 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

WILLY'S PUS 

f -

BROWN 
COUfcot 

Monclay. Feb. IS 

Vision Pub Night 

Tuesday E £ H 

^ w 3 

Brown College Pub Night 

WatJrrerfay F £ 2Q 

Family Guy Trivia 

Fek 21 
American Gladiators Pub Night 

Fri^y" FeE 22 

Phil 's Phr iday 

HELP WANTED 

CUSTOMER SERVICE SALES REP: 
Responsibilities: greeting customers, pa-
perwork, explaining Co benefits. Hiring 
for full and part-time positions. Flexible 
hours avail. Call 281-433-7373. 

LOOKING FOR ARGENTINE Tango 
Dance Partner Female wanted as my 
partner for professional dance lessons 
given by ArgentineTango dance instruc-
tor. Weekly private lessons & Sat evening 
Tango party. Ill cover costs. Dance exp. 
Helpful but not req'd. Inside loop. Call 
Prof. Brian Peskin, 713-298-8783. 

PART TIME PET sitter needed for 
growing business. Applicants must pass 
background check & supply references. 
Contact Alexis at alexis@cubbiesbone. 
com or 832-338-8307 for more info. www. 
cubbiesbone.com. 

HUMANISM is a life-philosophy based 
on concern for fellow human beings, 
but without supernatural beliefs. Ijearn 
more about our many events promoting 
reason, science, ethics, and fellowship. 
Hit man istsOfHouxton.org. 

LOOKING FOR a Summer Job? Office 
assistant needed in Rice Village. Train 
now 5-10 hours per week t hen work 25-30 
hours in the summer. Flexiblehours-$10 
per hour. Email resume or contact infor-
mation to: LVS«i'chartermites.com. 

PART-TIME ASSISTANT in translating 
English and Vietnamese. Fluent in Eng-
lish and Vietnamese. College Education. 
Knowledge of both cultures. Computer/ 
MS Office Skills. Must be able to type in 
Vietnamese. Email/InternetCapabilities. 
careers@languageusa. com. 

EARN $800-$32(X)a month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. www. 
AdCarClub.com. 

HOUSING 

CONDOFORSALE! 7575Kirby. Beauti-
ful 1/1. Great location close to campus. 
Hardwoods in kitchen/living rooms, 
appliances included, lots of amenities. 
$163,500. Available immediately. Please 
call 832-274-8547. 

2BD/2BAFURNISHEDcondoforlease-
9 month lease only - 2(X)8/09 school year. 
Next door to Wee Campus. $1400/mo, 
all utitlites pd. No i>ets or smoking. Call 
713-521-0141. 

UPPER KIRBY. 2 bedroom, one bath apt. 
Small building at 2301 Norfold. Hard-
wood floors, central air and heat, on-site 
laundry, limited access gates at building. 
No Dogs Please. $750with one-uear lease 
and deposit. Available mid to late Febru-
ary. Andover 713-524-3344. 

OTHER 

GLADIATORS WANTED. Fight to the 
death forourenjoymentWeaponsprovid-
ed. I jfe insurance a must. Email Thomas 
or Joseph thresher-ads«>:rice. edu. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36 -70 words: $30 
71 -105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon 
sibility for the factual content 
of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu

