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Sid speaks 
Sid Richardson College sophomore Elizabeth Ericson voices her opinion at Sid's diversity forum last 
Thursday. The forum — held in response to 40s Party and incidents of racist vandalism at the college — was 
moderated by Director of Multicultural Affairs Catherine Clack, and featured students, alumni and visitors 
from the Houston community. See story, page 11. 

Students aim for solar-powered house by 2009 
by Jennifer Luo and Jocelyn 

Wright 
THRESHER M A I ! 

A team of Rice students recently 
received a $100,000 grant from 
the U.S. Department of Energy to 
design and build an entirely solar-
powered house by fall 2009. The 
Rice team is one of 20 selected to 
participate in the Solar Decathlon 
Competition, a national competi-
tion held every two years to build 
the best solar-powered house. This 
is the first time a team from Kice 
is participating. 

Wiess College junior Roque 
Sanchez formed the Rice team last 
fall. "Hie team consists of twenty-five 
students majoring in engineering, ar-
chitecture and environmental policy. 
Sanchez, an engineering student, 
said he was inspired to participate in 
the project when he read an article 
about the competition in his fresh-
man year. 

"1 thought Ibis would be just a 
great capstone project," Sanchez 
said. "These are schools with a lot 
less experience and a lot less clout 
than Rice has. I knew there was 
interest in projects like this about 
renewable energy and building 
systems at Rice so I figured that 
the waters were good for this sort 
of project to go on." 

The first two courses involved 
in the project were student-run 
courses. Sanchez said they col-
laborated with professors from the 
civil engineering and architecture 
departments, as well as Director 
of Sustainability Richard Johnson. 
Sanchez gained approval to begin 

a one-credit civil engineering class 
at Wiess last fall with the goal of 
creating a team to compete in the 
Solar Decathlon Contest. Since 
then, more students majoring in 
architecture and engineering have 
joined the project. 

Sanchez said they looked for stu-
dents from various backgrounds. 

'IHouston I is the 
energy capital of the 
world. This is a place 
where I think there 
should he a pretty big 
interest in trying to 
work on affordable 
housing.' 

— R o q u e S a n c h e z 
Wiess College junior 

"We're always looking for a very 
diverse skill set because most college 
students have never built a house or 
designed one or managed a research 
grant," Sanchez said. 

The students divided tasks into 
three smaller divisions that are in 
charge of the architecture, engi-
neering and development aspect 
of the project. Professors from the 
arc hitecture and engineering depart-
ments at Rice will also help guide 
the project. 

The team is collaborating with 
Rice Building Workshops, a group 
in the School of Architecture that is 
working with Project Row Houses 
in Houston's Third Ward to provide 
affordable housing. The School of 
Architecture has worked with Proj-
ect Row Houses in the past through 
Rice Building Workshops and other 
projects where students designed 
two-story single family homes. 

The medium-income net worth 
for the neighborhood is $30,000 per 
household, so Wiess sophomore 
AlexTseng stressed the importance 
of designing affordable, eco-friendly 
housing for people in the Third 
Ward. 

"Our three guiding principle for 
design are 'People, Environment, 
and Economy' which can also be 
translated as 'Social, Sustainable, and 
Affordable,'"Tseng, an architecture 
major, said. 

Despite the $100,000 grant, the 
project needs over $200,000 more 
funding to cover overall costs. The 
Department of Energy's grant can 
only be used for non-material costs 
so that it cannot buy anything 
physical the school could have after 
the competition. Sanchez said the 
money would be used for student 
in ternships to get the project 
designed and for transportation 
of the team and the house up to 
Washington, D.C. for judging in 
October 2009. 

The team plans to raise funds by 
asking local corporations for spon-
sorship and hopes to find sponsors 
to donate the solar panels needed 
for construction. 

see HOUSE, page 9 
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CSL proposes first 
language-only minor 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Speaking Spanish is no doubt a 
major necessity for living in Texas, 
so it will be no surprise if it becomes 
Rice's first minor. Proposed by The 
Center for the Study of Languages, 
the minor will differ from the Hispan-
ic Studies major by giving students 
the opportunity to focus exclusively 
on improving their Spanish language 
skills without the literature and cul-
ture requirements of the Hispanic 
Studies major. 

CSL Director Deborah Nelson-
Campbell said she hopes the minor 
would give some of the 386 students 
who take Spanish classes in the CSL 
every year an opportunity to get 
credit for their work without complet-
ing a Hispanic Studies major. 

A group of CSL Spanish lecturers 
proposed the Spanish language mi-
nor as a response to multiple student 
requests and student enthusiasm for 
the program. 

"I told one of my classes we were 
thinking of a Spanish language minor 

and asked who would be interested," 
Spanish lecturer Victoria Arbizu-
Sabater said. "All the students in the 
class raised their hands." 

The process for approval began 
in November when the proposal 
was sent to Nelson-Campbell. She 
forwarded her letter of support to 
Dean of Humanities Gary Wihl, 
who approved it and sent it to Dean 
of Undergraduates Robin Forman. 
The proposal is currently at an Un-
dergraduate Curriculum Committee 
subcommittee, which will review 
the proposal and present it to the 
Faculty Senate. 

S p a n i s h L e c t u r e r P a t r i c i a 
Brogdon-Gomez said she hopes 
the minor will increase students ' 
proficiency in Spanish with a high 
level of participation in interactive 
classes. Brogdon-Gomez said she 
hoped it would give students in pro-
grams with heavy workloads, such 
as engineering, an opportunity to 
pursue Spanish language skills. 
She said she also hoped to the mi-
nor program would pique students' 

see SPANISH, page 9 

Construction delays force 
KTRU to move Outdoor Show 

by Dale Swartz 
THRESHER STAFF 

A delay in construction on the 
Brochstein Pavilion and landscape 
work in the central quadrangle 
behind it has left KTRU searching 
for an alternate venue for its annual 
Outdoor Show on April 13. 

Originally scheduled for comple-
tion in mid-March, construction on the 
pavilion will be completed by April, but 
not in time for the concert. 

"All along we've had the Grand 
Hall at the RMC as a backup in case 
of rain, but we didn't have a backup 
outdoor site in case the construction 
wasn't done," Outdoor Show Orga-
nizer Rachel Orosco said. 

Facilities, Eng inee r ing and 
Planning is working with KTRU 
to find an alternate venue and will 
pay for at least some of the costs. 
A tentative agreement to relocate 
the show has been reached to hold 
it on one of the intramural fields to 
the north of Jesse E.Jones Gradu-
ate School of Management. 

"Everyone has been really flex-
ible and agreeable," Orosco, a Jones 
College sophomore, said. 

Ixist September, KTRU Station 
Manager Nick Schlossman went to 
Vice President for Administration 
Kevin Kirby, who signed off on the 
event and said KTRU could use the 
open space adjacent to the new pa-
vilion. He was assured construction 

would be complete by then. But then 
the weather got in the way. 

Project Manager I^arry Vossler 
said Houston saw the wettest July 
and August since 1942 last year with 
forty-eight inches of rain — twenty 
inches more than normal. 

In an effort to catch up on the 
days of lost time, construct ion 
crews worked weekends, including 
Sundays. Once December arrived, 
contractors began to doubt the fea-
sibility of finishing by April. 

Part of the difficulty with com-
pleting the project in time was in 
the nature of the project, which is 
essentially split into two compo-
nents: First is the pavilion itself, 
the glass-encased structure behind 
Fondren Library that will house a 
new coffeehouse and have a large 
outdoor plaza. 

The second portion is a major 
renovation and landscaping of the 
grassy central quadrangle between 
Herring Hall and the Rice Memorial 
Center, where the Outdoor Show-
was scheduled to take place. When 
it is completed, it will contain new 
grass, new sidewalks, an elm grove, 
fountains and seating. 

In an effort to control the flooding 
issues that occur in that section of 
campus, a new irrigation and drainage 
system is also being constructed. 

Consultants concluded that the 
grass and landscape features would 

see KTRU, page 9 

Kerry speaking 
John Kerry will be the keynote speaker at 

the Conference on Energy and Climate Change 
at the Baker Institute. The conference will run 
from 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. Saturday, so get there 
early to check out Kerry! 

Cold, hard, shiny plastic 
Archi Arts is tomorrow from 10p.m.-2am. 

at the Meridian. Buy your tickets at lunch today 

for $10 or at the door for $13. T-shirts are also 
available for $10. All proceeds raised from the 
party willgo to fund the sophomore architecture 
students' trip to Paris. 

Philosophy discussion 
Arche, Rice's inagural undergraduate phi-

losophy conference, starts today. Discuss ideas 
on philosophy ranging from Aristtole to Albert 
Camus. Talksare from 9:30 a.m.- 12:30p.m. and 
from 2-5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. - noon, 
on Sunday in HUMA117. 

OPINION 
Wall on the border 

A&E 
Lieutenant of Inishmore 

Page 2 
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Scoreboard 

SPORTS Page 15 
Men 's Tennis jumps in rankings 

Men's Tennis 
Rice 6. Lamar 1 
Rice 4, North Carolina 3 
Women's Tennis 
Texas A&M 4, Rice 3 

Weekend Weather 
Quote of the Week 

"No matter how much money you make — even if it's 
a million dollars — you only eat three meals a day; 
you only wear one suit a day." 
— Dolores Huerta on why wealthy people should 
help the poor. See story, page 8. 

Friday 
Sunny, 50-76 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny. 48-74 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny, 52-65 degrees 
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The students have spoken: 
Change PIN procedure 

Two weeks ago, the Student Association held an online poll 
about Registration, Drop/Add PINs and academic advising, and 
the results were not surprising (see story, page 12). The overall 
student opinion seems to be that advisors are just a step to getting 
an RDA PIN, with the current advising and registration process 
being nothing more than an inconvenient bureaucracy. 

The vast majority of students polled stated that they only saw 
their advisors to get their PINs, rather than for any actual advis-
ing. And to further highlight the current system's failures, there 
were more students who believed that the meetings are not a 
worthwhile experience than those who did. Given these views, 
it is no wonder that a majority of students would not meet with 
their academic advisors if it were not required. 

We have previously supported updating the advising system, 
and we stand by those recommendations, and judging by com-
ments from the poll, students agree ("End PIN Paternalism," 
Nov. 16, 2007). 

Beyond freshman year, meetings with advisors should be vol-
untary. After all, Rice's course structure is not so complex that 
it requires more than one year of hand-holding from an advisor. 
And as expressed in the poll, students often know more than 
advisors. Students are smart enough to register on their own if 
they want to. 

We know that some faculty and administrators are worried that 
eliminating mandatory advisor meetings will result in a horde of 
senior students stopped at the Sallyport because of unfulfilled 
graduation requirements. But we feel these fears are unfounded. 
If the poll results show anything, it is that students are not get-
ting anything out of their advisors besides unnecessary stress. 
Instead, ESTHER should employ an active checking system to 
show students which requirements they have met and which 
ones they have not. Advisors are already just doing the job of a 
computer, so why not use a real one? This would save students 
and faculty a great deal of time and effort. 

Undergraduates are allotted a great degree of trust from the 
university, from college governments to the alcohol policy to 
the honor code. It is time to extend this trust to classes and let 
students dictate their own lives without the currently required 
PINs from mommy Rice. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

FE&P ensures July showers 
won't threaten April rock 

The Brochstein Pavilion is, rather obviously, a project under 
construction. But by April 13, the green fence wrapping paper 
will be removed, giving students the gift of a new campus center 
in a grand opening marked by KTRU's annual Outdoor Show. 
Unfortunately the show has been cancelled on account of rain — 
nine months ago (see story, page _). Heavy summer rains have 
delayed completion of the Pavilion project and forced the KTRU 
Outdoor Show to relocate, probably to the Intramural fields north 
of the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management. 

This latest construction inconvenience is a cherry on top of 
the sick, inverse sundae that has been served to students over 
the last few years, where the stomachache comes before any 
sweet delight. 

After months of early-morning construction, those ubiquitous 
green fences and promises of a wonderful new campus, students 
are finally feeling the effects of construction on a macro scale. 

But Facilities, Engineering and Planning is also beginning to 
recognize the massive burden placed upon students, working 
with KTRU to help relocate the concert, even helping to cover 
some of the costs. 

We are very glad to see FE&P help out students deal with the 
severe construction inconveniences, actively contributing rather 
than holding forums that, while playing an important role, could 
be dismissed by jaded students as being too passive. FE&P could 
have just considered the issue a weather-related inconvenience, 
something out of their hands and ignored it, but instead they 
took responsibility, letting campus know that, yes, Rice does care 
about undergraduates. 

So to those about to rock come April, and FE&P, we salute you. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff, 

Sid Rich apologizes 
for 40 s Party fiasco 
To the editor: 

As Sid Richardson College Presi-
dent, I would like to apologize on 
behalf of my college for the hurtful 
events that occurred during the Martin 
Luther King, Jr.weekend. Sidin noway 
condones racism, and we share the 
concerns of the Rice African-American 
community, which felt personally tar-
geted by the events. 

In addition to the disgusting rac-
ist comments and vandalism in our 
college coordinator's office, a group 
of students gathered in the Sid base-
ment and held "40s Party." While I 
do not believe it was the intention of 
these students to attack any group 
of people or make a racial statement, 
our community now understands the 
insensitive timing and substance of 
the party. These actions deeply hurt 
many in the Rice community, and for 
that I would like to apologize to each 
individual affected. 

Over the past two weeks, Sid has 
partnered with university resources 
and organizations, such as the Black 
Student Association and the Office 
of Multi-Cultural Affairs to address 
cultural insensitivity and diversity is-
sues. As a result of our introspection 
as a college, I do not believe that any 
Sidizen will condone another event like 
40s Party in the future. It is my hope 
that we can make positive changes as 
a result of this experience, and that 
Rice University will join Sid in moving 
forward as one united community. 

Sean Monks 
Sid Richardson senior 

Sid events provoke 
presidential response 
To the editor: 

As proud Sidizens and former col-
lege presidents, we wanted to express 
our shock and sadness over the events 
that took place during the week of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. The 
vandalism that occurred is highly out 
of character for any Sidizen that we 
ever knew and we are confident that 
it is not a true reflection of the major-
ity of attitudes within the present Sid 
family. 

College traditions are fed to us 
without much thought to their origin 
or intended meaning. Unfortunately, 
one of the weak points of a tradition 
is its lack of ongoing examination. 
We assume that because something 
has taken place before that it should, 
without question, take place again. 
Sadly, the 40s Party has fallen victim 

to this lack of examination. 
Sid now has the opportunity to 

abandon an offensive and lackluster 
tradition and create a new one that 
embraces die dynamism of its diverse 
Sidizenry. Beyond tiiat, all of the col-
leges on campus have the occasion 
to take a closer look at their tradi-
tions and evaluate the impact they 
have on their student membership. 
In the end, we hope tiiat Sid will not 
continue trying to defend a tradition 
that reflects so poorly on what Sid 
really is. Rather, Sid should focus on 
its richest tradition, namely the one of 
upholding and supporting each other, 
especially in our differences. Sid Rich 
Rules! Deatii from Above! 

iMura Sawyer 
former Sid president 

Sid Richardson '05 

Becca Schendel Norris 
former Sid President 

Sid Richardson '04 

Charlotte Albrecht 
former Sid president 

Sid Richardson '03 

Students mistakenly 
attack, critique RUPD 
To the editor: 

Last week's letter of complaint 
to the editor on Rice University 
Police Department's bike policy was 
unnecessary and simply childish 
("RUPD bike policy not part of job 
description," Feb. 1). 

The arguments made were equiva-
lent to arguing that because shootings 
and robberies occur, the police should 
not worry about speeding and DWI 
tickets. After all, by the same logic, 
how an individual decides to use his 
personal property, i.e., the car, is up 
to him. 

While RUPD is under attack for 
implementing certain measures 
recently in response to the thefts and 
assaults on and near campus, we seem 
to have forgotten one important detail. 
We live in Houston — in the heart of 
a large metropolitan area. Few people 
can deny that if we were to walk a block 
off campus, we would be a great deal 
less safe than we are on campus. Why 
not take a minute to stop and think 
why that is? 

Campus crime statistics for die 
2006calendar year show a total of 4 sex 
offenses, 1 aggravated assault, 47 bur-
glaries and 6 motor vehicle thefts on 
campus. Nowcompare these statistics 
to those of our cross-town rivals, the 
University of Houston, in which there 
had been 6 sex offenses, 4 robberies, 
4 aggravated assaults, 27 burglaries, 
and 29 motor vehicle thefts reported 

in 2006. We find that comparatively 
Rice is doing much better. This does 
not seem to me to be speaking nega-
tively towards the "competency" of 
our police department. 

We as students complain that RUPD 
is not doing its job when our bikes 
are stolen by drug dealers wanting a 
quick high. We then turn around and 
complain when our bikes are taken as 
a preventative measure.The only right 
I see being violated here is my right to 
be a victim of theft, and tiiat is one right 
I am okay with relinquishing. 

That being said, while I encourage 
cooperation from die student body, 
I also encourage RUPD to be more 
receptive with the Student Associa-
tion's proposed resolution, specifically 
in establishing an online database for 
confiscated items. While it may be ar-
gued such a database would encourage 
laziness on die part of the student, this 
is simply not the case. Just as one's car 
would not be towed witiiout some indi-
cation of wrongdoing, bikes (amongst 
other possessions) should not be con-
fiscated without due warning. 

Liang Liu 
Brown sophomore 

See LETTERS, page 4 
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Guest column 

* 

Image, not altruism, defines endowment 
Just recently, the Senate Finance 
Committee mailed out letters to ev-
ery university, public or private, with 
endowments over $500million. The let-
ters requested information 
about endowment growth, 
spending rates and finan-
cial aid policies from each 
respective college. Before 
this is written off as another 
publicity stunt by a Con-
gress more content to tackle 
steroids in baseball than real 
issues, allow me to examine 
causes for concern. 

The past decade has 
witnessed -stratospheric 
growth in both the endow-
ments and the tuition of elite universi-
ties. Harvard University endowment 
now stands at near $35 billion, more 
than the annual state budget of Mas-
sachusetts. For the sake of my column, 
I will use Harvard synonymously to 
describe trends affecting all elite, 
private institutions. 

Although Harvard should be ap-
plauded for its fundraising efforts, 
much of this enormous wealth has 
been achieved through tax breaks on 
capital gains for non-profit institutions. 
Even more alarming, Harvard, unlike 
most non-profits in the United States, 
has no mandate on the spending rate 
of this endowment. Harvard is not 
legally required to spend any of this 
money on anything, let alone for the 
purpose of reducing the tuition burden 
on students. Sensing the growing 
scrutiny, Harvard, in an act of either as-
tounding coincidence or clairvoyance, 

Kurt 
Wilson 

announced an overhaul of its financial 
aid policies a little more than a month 
before the congressional inquiry. 

Harvard's new "middle income" 
initiative eliminates loan 
burdens for students with 
household incomes under 
$60,000 and reduces costs 
for those with incomes of 
$120,000 to $180,000. In 
a prime example of one-
upmanship,^Yale University 
went so far as to include 
incomes up to $200,000. 
Never mind that the me-
dian income in the United 
States is $48,(XX) and that 
an income of $180,000puts a 

household solidly within the top 5 per-
cent of the entire country, Harvard is 
now helping out the "middle class." 

Charging a price so incomprehen-
sible to the average person allows 
Harvard to maintain an exclusive 
image while at the same time tout its 
generous aid policies. A full two-thirds 
of students at Harvard are already on 
financial aid of some sort, and this was 
prior to the new initiative. 

'Hie impetus for the recent drastic 
increase in tuition prices is twofold: 
Revenue growth and brand loyalty. On 
the surface, the first reason appears 
simple enough. Charging a higher 
cost brings Harvard more money, 
right? Wrong. Remember, the major-
ity of students at Harvard are already 
beneficiaries of aid. For every student 
able to pay the increased cost, there are 
two who cannot. So, Harvard actually 
loses revenue by raising costs? Wrong 

again. To truly understand what is at 
work here, a closer examination of the 
financial aid system is needed. 

Charging a price so 
incomprehensible to 
the average person 
allows Harvard to 

maintain an exclusive 
image while at the 
same time tout its 

generous aid policies. 

Take for example, your average 
Johnny Farmer. Johnny is just a 
country boy, born and raised in south 
Des Moines, Iowa (cue Americana 
music). Johnny excels in school, and 
receives a letter of admission from Yale. 
Through a complex methodology in-
volving his household income, assets, 
and the value of his grandmother's 
antique collection, Yale ascertains 
that Johnny can afford to pay $35,000 
a year to attend. This is also the cost 
of attendance, so he does not benefit 
from aid this year. The following year 
tuition increases costs to $42,(XX) and 
Johnny is hopeful of finally benefiting 
from aid. His financial package arrives 
and he is shocked to find that Yale has 
offered him a work-study opportu-

see ENDOWMENT, page 4 

Guest column 

Border wall slashes through Texas' soul 
O n a Saturday afternoon, I ride 
my bike through the streets of 
downtown Brownsville, Texas. 1 
pass old brick storefronts on both 
sides with boarded second 
stories and wrought iron 
balconies, tr ibutes to a 
city that boomed in the 
late 19th century Between 
streets that bear the names 
of U.S. presidents — Ad-
ams, Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe — is a crumbling 
c e m e t e r y with g rave-
stones dating far back into 
Brownsville's past. The 
concrete walls are worn 
to expose rusted rebar, 
but the cemetery is aflutter with 
eye-catching fabric flowers, bright 
as the day they were dyed. 

I pass through Washington I 'ark and 
smile, knowing that it will be packed in 
a few weeks with musicians and fans, 
that tejano, grupero and mariachi 
will wail at a three-day party, Charro 
Days — the South Texas equivalent 
of Mardis Gras or Carnival. 

Along International Boulevard 
I pass Fort Brown, where in 1846 
General Zachary Taylor's soldiers 
fought to take this land for the United 
States, now occupied by students of 
the University of Texas at Browns-
ville. Between the aged buildings 
of the fort, a striking new campus 
stand s along the river and palm trees 
dot Spanish-styled courtyards. Inter-
national Boulevard ends at Interna-
tional Bridge, which is crowded with 
cars and pedestrians. Some may be 
Mexican nationals returning home 
from work or shopping and others 
may have U.S. or dual-citizenship, 
residency or temporary visas. 

It is, of course, impossible to tell 
by looking. I count three Border 
Patrol trucks within eyesight as I 
turn onto Elizabeth Street and ride 
to the end of East 13th street. I lay 
my bike on the ground under live 
oaks and mesquites and stare out 
at the Rio Grande. 

Two summers ago I moved to the 
Texas-Mexico border after receiv-
ing my placement from Teach For 
America — the Rio Grande Valley, 
Brownsville the city that describes itself 
as "on the border, by the sea." I teach 

Elizabeth 
Stephens 

U.S. Government to 12th graders in 
one of the five public high schools in a 
city where 44 percent of the residents 
fall below the federal government's 

pover ty level and 92 percent 
are Hispanic. 

For my students, the 
border is not a political 
boundary, a feature or a 
phenomenon — it is their 
world. Many of my students 
live with family in Mexico 
and cross from Matamoros 
to Brownsville daily to 
attend school. Others are 
not lucky enough to have 
their families so close, and 
live alone or with distant 

relatives in this country where they 
may only technically belong. 

I recently helped a talented 
young man in my class apply to Rice, 
and he explained that his mother has 
only a border resident's legal status 
and will not be able to visit him if he 
goes to college in Houston. I teach 
many students who shy away from 
questions about college applications 
because of the cost or because they 
do not have a Social Security number 
or fear a parent or relative might be 
found to be an illegal citizen. 

When we study segregation, 
Brown v. Hoard of Education, the 
civil rights and Chicano movements 
I tell my students that laws are only 
government-enforced rules and may 
or may not have any basis in morality, 
equality or justice. I tell them that 
laws can be passed in hatred, in fear 
or in a desperate attempt to cling to 
the status quo. I teach that it is the 
responsibility of the minority to be 
courageous, to point out these unjust 
laws and fight for their destruction 
and the destruction of the beliefs that 
create them. This is what comes to 
mind when I hear the word "illegal" 
applied to a human being, and this is 
what I think of as I look at the river, a 
sluggish ribbon of green that bends 
out of sight in the brush, and try to 
imagine this place if a certain law. 
the Secure Fence Act of 2006, were 
to come to realize its aims here. 

When he signed the Secure 
Fence Act into law on Oct. 26,2006, 
President George W. bush said that 
"this bill will help protect the Ameri-

can people. This bill will make our 
borders more secure." 

These words show a callous lack 
of understanding for the reality of 
the border, where melding cultures 
cross the river with no regard to the 
political boundary it represents. The 
act itself authorizes the building of 
more than 700 double-reinforced 
concrete wall that will stretch in 
segments along the border at many 
of the most active access points. The 
proposed plan shows the wall as an ir-
regular line of dashes, cutting across 
the private properties of landowners 
in its path and even walling out large 
sections of UT-Brownsville's land 
and campus. 

For those who heed the political 
and media-sponsored drumbeat ral-
lying Americans to fear oncoming 
waves of illegals, drugs and terror-
ists, the idea of a wall may create a 
sense of security, but it is only a false 
sense. A glance at the porous plans, 
drawn without regard to the human or 
natural environments they will impact, 

see BORDER, page 4 

Guest column 

Co-ed flag example of sexist 
system and gender standards 
I love equality. In all the world, 
I do not think there is anything I 
love more, except for maybe peace. 
What I do not love, however, is 
when people and institu-
tions decide to enforce 
a "separate but equal" 
standard and call it equal-
ity. Itwasdecided in 1954 
that this standard for 
equality is absurd, but 
it was clear far before 
Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion that institutions that 
enforce separate rules 
for separate sets of the 
population are violating 
a basic right to be judged 
by the same standards. 

Co-ed flag football is one such 
institution. Do not get me wrong; 
I think co-ed flag has got it right in 
some ways. For example, flag re-
quires that a team of eight consist 
of four men and four women. This 
rule makes sense, as the purpose 
of the game is to include both men 
and women. 

However, the other rules are 
a little more dubious. One such 
rule is the open/closed play rule, 
which requires that every other 
play involve either a female passer 
or a female receiver. The rules 
mandate nothing about when a 
play must include a male passer 
or a male receiver. The inher-
ent stereotype contained in this 
rule — that, if given a chance 
men would bypass women to 
only involve their male counter-
parts — is offensive and a product 
of an overly politically correct 
society that feels women must be 
protected from a supposed male 
advantage in everything. 

Not only this, but it does not 
effectively protect men from the 
same sort ofball hogging by women. 
While the co-ed flag rules state that 
every otherplay"must involve either 
a female passer or a female receiver," 
it also explicitly states that "there are 
no other restrictions concerning a 
male passer completing forward 
passes to a female receiver, or female 
to female." 

By not extending the same 
protection to men as to women, co-
ed flag football implies something 
inherently aggressive about the 
nature of men and inherently pas-
sive about the nature of women. 
By doing so, it helps neither. 

Running rules contain another 
kind of inequality: "The offensive 
team males cannot advance the ball 
through their scrimmage line. 

Essentially, this means that if a 
rusher passes the line of scrimmage, 
a male quarterback cannot run the 
ball, while a female quarterback 

Julia 
Lukomnik 

can. When asking around about 
this rule, I was given the explana-
tion that men are inherently faster 
than women, and allowing a male 

quarterback to run the 
ballwould not be fair. I am 
not going to argue with 
the fact that most college 
men can run faster than 
most college women, but 
this issue of fairness is 
something I find unfair. 
The rule provides fe-
male quarterbacks with 
a course of action that 
it does not allow male 
quarterbacks, all on the 
basis that a male running 

quarterback would be unstoppable 
by theopposingteam. If the assump-
tion is that men can run faster than 
women, there are still, by virtue 
of previous rules, four men on the 
opposing team who can catch the 
male quarterback. 

The last rule I take issue with 
regards scoring: If a female player 
scores a touchdown, the point 
value is nine. If a female player 
throws a legal forward pass and 
a touchdown is scored by any of-
fensive team member, the point 
value is nine. However, if a male 
quarterback throws a touchdown 
to a male receiver, or a ball is run 
by a male runner for a touchdown, 
the point value is only six. 

This rule is unjustifiable. It as-
sumes that women are less able 
than men to score. It assumes 
that women's skills are inherently 
less than those of men's, so their 
efforts should be rewarded more. 
And it assumes, once again, Jiat 
men are more likely to pass to men 
as opposed to women. 

First off, ask any Powderpuff 
team if they feel women can score, 
whether against men or women, 
and I bet they will answer with 
a resounding yes. Then ask the 
women who play co-ed flag if 
they feel they need some sort of 
crutch, and I bet the answer will 
be a resounding no. Lastly, ask the 
men who play co-ed flag if they 
would rather pass to a man or to 
someone, regardless of gender, 
who is open to catch a touchdown 
pass. I am pretty sure they will 
choose the latter. 

I am not in any way advocating 
for an end to co-ed flag football. 
I love intramural sports and the 
community they build. What I am 
advocating is a change to outdated 
and sexist rules that mistake 
men as chauvinists and women 
as passive. 

Julia Lukomnik is a Baker College 
sophomore. 
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COURTESY MATTHEW WEBSTER 

The Rio Grande river (above) and its flourishing flora and fauna risk total 
destruction when the Secure Fence Act is finally put into action. 

BORDER, from page 3 
confirms my own fears that our policy 
makers in Washington have no idea 
what their policies means for those 
to whom they will matter most. The 
damage to the local ecosystem, the 
damage to the lands of local property 
owners, and the damage to our image 
as a nation of opportunity and liberty, 
not segregation and suppression, 
seem to far outweigh the benefits of 
staggered sections of fencing, where 
those who do wish to circumvent the 
law will no doubt take advantage of 
the large, literal gaps. 

While a student at Rice, I was 
engaged by political issues of all 
kinds and cherished the impromptu 
late-night ideological debates that 
took place in dorm halls, kitchens 
and common rooms. For all that 
those impassioned conversations 
had in idealism and verve, however, 
they lacked action. As a student, I 

was learning and finding my voice. 
As a teacher, as an example to my 
students and as a member of the 
border community, I know that now 
is the time to act. f 

On March 8 of this year, I will 
catch a ride up the border, 126 miles 
west, to Roma, Texas. From there, 1 
will walk for nine days with a group of 
activists, religious and civic leaders, 
local educators and students back to 
downtown Brownsville as a form of 
nonviolent protest against the wall. 

Although such a walk may seem 
like a small, even futile ges tu re 
against the power of the president 's 
pen, I have begun to realize the 
impact this ges ture can have as 
I collaborate with fellow activists 
who are coordinating the protest 
and will be making the journey with 
me. For many, inspiration is drawn 
from the civil rights movement of 
the 1950s and '60s, and the words of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: "Our lives 
begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter." 

Or, more directly, a favorite 
phrase of the Highlander Folk 
School — the organization that 
trained activists like Rosa Parks and 
others—"You've gotto move!" What-
ever the impact may be, it never will 
be felt without an initial motion. 

I will move for my students, the 
many who struggle to establish their 
personal identities in this climate of 
division, split between two places 
they feel they do not fully belong, 
and for whom this wall will smack 
of a clear message from the Anglo-
North: We do not want you. 

I will move for my students ' fami-
lies, who already face lives filled with 
unimaginable hardship, who suffer 
deep poverty and lack even basic 
education and medical care — and 
for whom the wall will add insult and 
fur ther injury. 

I will move for Brownsville, where 
so much conflict has already claimed 
this piece of land "on the border, by 
the sea," despite the obvious t ruth 
that it belongs to those on and from 
both sides of the Rio Grande who 
call it home. 

I will move because I fear for my-
self if I do not practice what I teach. 
And 1 will move so that I can look my 
students in the eyes when I teach them 
the difference between that which is 
illegal and that which is unjust. 

I would like to invite any mem-
bers of the Rice community who 
feel that they too must move to join 
me for the walk, for a weekend, 
even for a day or a few hours. A 
moment spent at the border can be 
a transformative and eye-opening 
experience and such a moment is 
something I believe all who live in this 
country — a country that has begun 
to build walls—should experience. 1 
invite you to stand with me downtown 
at the curved end of East 13th Street 
and look out at the Rio Grande and 
across into Mexico, and to imagine 
a world where such a simple action 
would not be possible because the 
simple actions required to prevent it 
were not taken soon enough or with 
enough courage. 

Elizabeth Stephens graduated from 
Will Rice College in 2005. For more 
information about the walk, please 
e-mail elizstephens@gmail.com. 

ENDOWMENT, from page 3 
offered him a work-study opportu-
nity and a loan. Although rarely 
publicized, the first portion of aid 
offered almost never comes in the 
form of grants. Yale has essentially 
extracted another $6,000 beyond 
what they calculated Johnny could 
afford. By ensnaring a larger pro-
portion of their student population 
into its aid programs, institutions 
expand outside revenue sources. 

Even more revealing, many 
top students, particularly minori-
ties, are beneficiaries of outside 
scholarships such as the Gates 
Foundation that promise to meet 
the entirety of a student's demon-
strated financial need. Financial 
need is, of course, the difference 
between whatever price the school 
chooses and what the student can 
reasonably' afford. Additionally, 
federally subsidized work-study 
programs and Pell grants squeeze 
money from taxpayers, allowing 
schools to spend endowment 
revenue on more important things, 
such as luring that Nobel laureate 
away from a rival institution or 
financing debt for construction, 
as is the case for Rice. 

The second reason for higher 
costs is far more surreptitious 
and likely much more controver-
sial. By churning out graduates 
feeling personally indebted to its 
aid program, schools increase 
alumni loyalty. Although I do not 
have statistics, I would bet that 
these graduates are more likely to 
donate in the future, particularly 
to scholarship programs, freeing 
up more endowment revenue for 
the school. 

Outlandish tuition and endow-
ments are uniquely American phe-
nomena. Cambridge and Oxford, 
granted they are public schools, 
have tuition costs capped at $6,000 
a year. 'Hie I .evel of federal funding 
to top private schools in this coun-
try for student aid alone, however, 
brings any university's claim to 
complete private status into ques-
tion. The time for change is now, 
before current t rends become 
irreversible. What will Harvard do 
with $50 billion? $1(X) billion? Will 
the entering class of 2050 be such 
that only one student, Bill Gates' 
grandson, pays full freight, with 

the remainder of students subject 
to aid schemes? 

One of the greatest ideals of this 
country is the ability and freedom 
to make a living on your own. The 
great American writer, William 
Faulkner, captures this message 
in a powerful scene in Intruder in 
the Dust. The novel's protagonist, 
Lucas Beauchamp, is a black man 
wrongfully accused of murder in 
the American south. After being 
acquitted, Lucas is insistent on pay-
ing his white lawyer, a man reluctant 
to represent him in the first place. 
After much prodding, Mr. Stevens, 
the lawyer, sets the billforthe entire 
trial at two dollars. In the last scene, 
Lucas unravels a bandanna of spare 
change in the lawyer's office and 
Mr. Stevens hesitantly accepts the 
payment. The book cloSes with 
Lucas still standing in the office and 
Mr. Stevens visibly annoyed. In the 
final line, Lucas explains that he is 
waiting on "my receipt." 

Although I am not suggesting a 
racial connotation, many parallels 
can be drawn from thjs story. Even 
an uneducated man recognized 
the value of a simple economic 
transaction to destroy decades 
worth of subjugation. Not too long 
ago, middle class students had no 
place in elite education. By employ-
ing aid programs that subject the 
vast majority its students to forms 
requiring information down to the 
slightest financial detail, Harvard 
and other universities reinforce 
this stereotype by suggesting that 
most students can attend only at 
the school's benevolence. 

Harvard's recent announce-
ment is certainly a step in the right 
direction, but it seems more of a 
publicity stunt intended to diffuse 
a rising tide of public opinion. The 
United States is home to the best 
universities in the world. These top 
institutions, despite their massive 
endowments, charge sticker prices 
that are unreasonably high and 
continue to raise costs at a faster 
rate than inflation. Congressional 
inquiry is need and should help 
raise the level of transparency and 
dialogue in the debate surround-
ing affordable higher education. 

Kurt Wilson is a sophomore at Sid 
Richardson College. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
LETTERS, from page 2 

RUPD earns unfair 
attacks for bike policy 
To the editor: 

I have been reading a lot of "Letters 
to the Editor" in the Th reshercondemn-
ing RUPD's preemptive bicycle theft. 
I, for one, appreciate all of RUPD's 
effort. I would like to personally thank 
the police officer who was injured on 
Wednesday morning trying to stop a 
Wiess bicycle theft. The fact of the mat-
ter is that all of RUPD is going above 
and beyond to keep our campus very 
safe. Our police force's hard work is the 
reason our biggest safety concern is 
bicycle theft and not being shot orraped 
on the way from West lx>t. Thank you, 
RUPD. Keep up the great work. 

Michael Foree 
Will Rice junior 

Racial recruiting via 
athletics problematic 
To the editor: 

The obvious answer to Vice Presi-
dent of Enrollment Chris Munoz's 
apparently rhetorical question "Why 
are we saying [our assumption that 
black male students are athletes] is 
awful?" is that a high proportion of 
black male students in athletics im-
plies a low proportion in majors that 
are difficult to combine with athletics 
("Enrollment growth matches V2C 

plans," Feb. 1). Our current admis-
sions policy of "diversifying through 
football" means that we are even less 
diverse than admissions statistics 
would have us believe. Also, because 
we tie scholarship money to athletics 
we reduce the academic options of 
both current and prospective students 
who would be unable to pay tuition 
without such scholarships. 

To say, "Rice as a community has 
to wrestle with the negative stereo-
types of athletes" misses the point 
entirely. The problem is not that we 
have too many black athletes. 'Hie 
problem is that we are not letting in 
black non-athletes. We are fools if 
we believe that the policy of racial 
recruiting via athletic recruiting is not 
problematic. "Diversifying through 
football" is really code for keeping the 
majority of white students away from 
black students while cleverly making 
ourselves look more diverse for U.S. 
News and World Report. 

Hen Herman 
Haker senior 

Duncan needs better 
emergency planning 
To the editor: 

On Monday, Jan. 28, at approxi-
mately 1:40 p.m., tiie piercing sound of 
an alarm rang through the corridors of 
Duncan Hall. As I exited the building 
together with the other occupants, I 
found the emergency preparedness in 
my building somewhat lacking. There 
was no indication what kind of danger 

it was from which I was escaping; was 
it fire, natural gas or anthrax? At the 
opposite end of my forced exposure 
to daylight, there was no message 
regarding whether it was safe to re-
enter the building again. Like a sheep, 
I just followed the herd of professors, 
administrators, and students back 
into the building. Worst of all, though, 
was the absolute impossibility to 
continue my work on the outside of 
the building. 

In order to improve the safety and 
productivity of the occupants of Dun-
can Hall, I have the following three 
suggestions. First, the alarm sound 
should contain a bilingual message by a 
female voice, indicating the peril: "Fire! 
Please exit the building. Fuego! Saiga 
por favor del edificio." Second, there 
should be tents, benches, tables, and 
most importantly weather-resistant 
power outlets underneath the tents 
so the crucial research going on in 
Duncan Hall can continue with only 
minimal interruption. Third, while it 
did not seem to be a problem today, 
the administration should ensure that 
wireless access extends all the way to 
the tents to be set up. 

Finally, I would like to impress 
upon Dr. Keith Cooper, professor and 
chairman of the Computer Science 
department, that he should leave the 
building as well. However much he may 
love Duncan Hall, the chairman does 
not have to remain with the burning 
building like a captain ought to stay 
aboard his sinking ship. 

Mathias Ricken 
Computer Science graduate student 

Sports editor lacks 
school pride, loyalty 
To the editor: 

I would like to briefly talk about 
a key point that was left out of Casey 
Michel 's article on team loyalty 
( "Whether f rom North Carolina or 
the North Pole, go Tar Heels!," Feb. 
1), and that is school pride. 

Michel failed to ment ion that 
Pa t r i ck M c A n a n e y ' s f a t h e r at-
tended the University of Nor th 
Carolina, giving him ample reason 
to support the Tar Heels. While 
p ro fes s iona l s p o r t s t e a m s ' fan 
bases are mainly based on proxim-
ity, colleges draw fan bases f rom 
both people who live nea r the 
campus and people who a t tended 
the school. It s eems obvious that 
someone would chee r for the col-
lege they are a t tending or a re as-
sociated with over one f rom their 
hometown. So it does not seem odd, 
or even a case of bandwagoning, 
when Patrick cheered for UNC. 

But what is s t range, and even 
sad, is when a Rice s tudent chose 
to root for the University of Oregon 
over Rice when the two t eams met 
in a men ' s basketball game at Autry 
Court last season. Who is this fiend 
with no connection to the Ducks 
o ther than place of bir th? It is the 
Thresher's own spor ts editor, Casey 
Michel. 

Daniel Mollengarden 

Brown sophomore 

Rice students train to 
battle climate change 
To the editor: 

Global warming is gaining more 
due attention every day. Now, the 
choice is left to each student, faculty 
member, and staff member whether 
they will join the growing movement 
and be a force for positive social and 
environmental change or whether 
they will stand by and ignore the 
catastrophic ef fects that climate 
change will have on our world. 

1 am proud to say that Rice stu-
dents are stepping up to the chal-
lenge and leading the way forward. 
This weekend, Rice students will 
join hundreds of others in Austin 
for Re-Energize Texas, the largest 
ever youth climate change confer-
ence in Texas. Thanks to generous 
grants from the Center for the Study 
of Environment and Society and the 
Dean of Undergraduates Office, Rice 
holds the distinction of sending the 
most students to the conference out 
of any schools outside of Austin. 
Together, we will learn about solu-
tions to global warming, become 
trained in organizing strategies, and 
brainstorm ways to continue build-
ing the rising climate movement 
here at Rice. 

The time for bold action on cli-
mate change is now. Rice students 
will be ready to lead the charge. 

Karen I^u 
Wiess senior 
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Campus prepares 
for RecycleMania 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While many Rice students may 
treat the blue bins in the corner of 
their dorm rooms like ordinary trash 
eansthe RecycleManiacontesthopes 
to change this. 

RecycleMania is a 10-week na-
tionwide intercollegiate recycling 
competition that started last week. 
Rice is entered into the paper, alu-
minum, glass and plastic recycling 
categories, as well as the waste 
minimization category. Rice is in 
its third year competing in Recy-
cleMania, one of 400 colleges and 
universities participating across the 
nation this year. 

During the competition, at the end 
of each week the Facilities, Engineer-
ing and Planning department collects 
the respective categories of recycling 
and weighs them. The data is then 
compiled and reported to the Recy-
cleMania coodinators by Director of 
Sustainability Richard Johnson. ITie 
college "with the highest recycling 
rate wins the competition. 

WHAT RICE 
RECYCLES 
Rice is one of 400 compet-
ing colleges and univer-
sities currently in the 
RecycleMania contest 
nationwide. Rice is entered 
in following five categories: 

• paper 

• aluminum 

• glass 

• plastic 

• waste minimization 

"RecycleMania provides us with 
the opportunity to compare our cur-
rent recycling performance*versus 
previous years, while also allowing 
for some friendly rivalries to develop 
amongst in-state and peer institu-
tions," Johnson said. 

Johnson said he is discussing 
the possibility of making this year's 
RecycleMania a competi t ion be-
tween residential colleges with the 
EcoReps. This idea is still in the early 
stages of planning, so there is no 
set proposal yet, Johnson said. Rice 
had a 27 percent recycling rate for 

the first week, which Johnson said 
is a good rate. 

"My experience with RecycleMa-
nia is that it takes several weeks 
before you get a sense of how you'll 
do versus other colleges," Johnson 
said. "Nevertheless, if we were to 
maintain a recycling rate of 27 per-
cent, we'd do well." 

The Environmental Club held a 
study break last Tuesday to promote 
a w a r e n e s s abou t Recyclemania 
with cinnamon rolls and recycling 
information. Sid Richardson Col-
lege junior Jessica Coe, an Eco-
Rep who is working to organize 
RecycleMania, said the club plans 
to hold another study break in the 
next few weeks. 

"It can get confusing what types of 
plastic and what types of cardboard 
to recycle," Coe said. "We're just try-
ing to let people know what they can 
recycle by getting that information 
out there." 

In an effort to raise awareness 
a b o u t was t e min imiza t ion , the 
Environmental Club collected the 
disposables students used at both 
the North and South serveries in 
one meal. 'Hie club made a sculpture 
out of the discarded disposables to 
show students the amount of waste 
from a single meal. 

"All of those materials were things 
people took in the cafeteria and just 
threw away," Coe said. "They weren't 
really using them for their purpose as 
take-out dishes, so we were just trying 
to raise awareness about that." 

Coe said the EcoReps were also 
responsible for raising awareness 
about RecycleMania at their indi-
vidual colleges. 

Johnson said when Rice partici-
pated in RecycleMania three years 
ago, it was the only school in the 
state of Texas to do so. This year, 
Texas has the third largest number 
of participants in RecycleMania, with 
22 schools. 

"I think this is indicative of the 
deepening environmental awareness 
at colleges across the [U.S.], includ-
ing Texas," Johnson said. 

Wiess College f r e shman Kait 
Chura said she was excited Rice was 
participating in RecycleMania. 

"I think recycling is really impor-
tant for everyone in general and if 
this brings awareness to recycling 
there's no reason for it to be discour-
aged," Chura said. "It's a really good 
opportunity for students of Rice to 
learn how to utilize the recycling 
we have." 

National Engineers Week 

on the sp«t 
engineering competit ion 

Open to all Rice students 
Wednesday, February 20, 3-5:30pm 

First pn.se $300 

Second prize $200 

Third prLfe $ 1 0 0 

Teams of three will compete to solve a problem 

under competition rules. Details of the problem 

and a list of the materials provided to solve it 

will be distributed to team captains about a 

week before the competition You can find 

information about last year's problem at 

forum.rice.edu. 

Register at forum.rice.edu by February 13th 

The number of teams is limited 

Soonsored by the Rice Global Engineering & Construction 

t-orum, Hour Corp. ana the George R. Brown School 

of Engineering 

§ j R O 

PIZZA 

1 Xlarge 2-Topping Pizza £ 
four 20oz. Coca-Cola products 

18.99 
Valid only at Kirby location 
Delivery charges may apply 

(713)432-7272 
Expires 5/31/08 
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www.canvashouston.org 
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S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• Internal Vice President Matt Youn said the Super Monday game 
tournament that the SA had organized went well. 

• Martel College senior Jeffrey Middleton proposed the formation of 
the Rice Eulers, a math club which hopes to host a tournament for high 
school students in February as well as faculty lectures. The SA approved 
the Rice Eulers as a club. 

• Will Rice College freshman Ye Jin Kang proposed the formation of an 
undergraduate science review called Catalyst. Kang said most major 
universities have some sort of science review and Catalyst will further 
Rice'sresearch university legacy. She said the issue will be 40 pages. She 
talked to Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman and plans to continue 
the publication next year. The SA approved the publication. 

• Martel College freshman Chris Kopczynski proposed the Investing 
Club. This club would focus on stock market trading and investing and 
would be separate from the current Business Club. The SA approved 
the club. 

• Treasurer Matt Feaga reviewed the SA budget. Last September, the 
SA had an income of $7,105 and total expenses of $12,597.93. 
Currently, the balance is $1974.63. Feaga, a Martel junior, said the SA 
plans to spend $1,100 of the budget on food for the next meetings, 
$50 towards a donation to College Assistance Peer Program and $150 
in election reimbursements. 

• Brown College senator Patrick McAnaney said he would like to see 
a more routine overview of the SA budget to keep tabs on how the SA 
spends its money. 

• Environmental Committee chairs Patrick McAnaney and Lauren 
Laustsen said they hope to institute a $10 blanket tax for environmental 
measures in the student tuition. McAnaney said the committee looked 
into other ways of raising money and considered a lower blanket tax, 
but the $10 is lowest cost to enact real changes on campus. The SA 
will vote to put the proposal on the student general election ballot 
next week. 

• Hanszen senior Evan Mintz proposed a by-law amendment to increase 
the Thresher blanket tax. Mintz, Thresher Executive Editor, said the 
Thresher would like to increase either $6.40 or $2.40 to the current 
$7.60 annual blanket tax monies it receives as a routine cost of liv 
ing increase, given the last one was 20 years ago. The SA will vote 
on the by-law at its next meeting. 

• Director of Elections Andrew Bowen presented the proposed 2008 
General Election Elections Code, which the Senate approved. Bowen, 
a Martel senior, also proposed the 2008 General Elections ballot, 
which the Senate also approved. 

• Warrington said the Student Center Advisory Committee met \ to 
discuss the possibility of holding an additional study break during 
the semester. Comments or suggestions for the mid-term study break 
can be emailed to External Vice President Sarah Baker at sbaker@ 
rice.edu. Warrington also said vending machines and microwaves 
would be installed in the 24-hour study lounge in the bottom floor of 
the Rice Memorial Center. He also announced the opening of the 
new pavilion has been postponed (see story, page 1) 

• Director of Technology JD Leonard said a sub-committee of the 
Information Technology Advisory Committee met Wed to discuss 
collaboration of IT and student clubs to create web sites and ways 
to improve their services. 

The Student Association will meet next Monday in the Farnsworth 
Pavilion at 10 p.m. 

www rice.edu/coHeehouse 

wOOt!!1! i pwnd ur a$$ 

stfu. i gotta make a 
squirrel stop 

squirrel stop? wtf? 

coffeehouse, u nOOblet 

tired kitteh sez 
"i can haz koffe?" 

Rice participates in sustainability fair 
Leebron, Houston Mayor White among panelists at Focus the Nation forum 

by Yan Digilov 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Rice joined over a thousand uni-
versities across America last Thurs-
day in FocusThe Nation, acampaign 
to create a national discussion on 
global warming solutions. The event 
featured a student-run sustainability 
exhibition followed by a forum that 
included President David Leebron 
and Houston Mayor Bill White. 

Among the exhibitions at the sus-
tainability fair in the Ley Student Center 
was an example of an energy efficient 
dorm room. The room featured LED 
and compact fluorescent lights, which 
last longer and use less energy than 
regular light bulbs, and decorations 
made of recyclable material. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Lauren Laustsen also stressed the 
huge role laundry could play in a 
sustainable lifestyle, because it uses 
so much energy and water. She said 
she recommends using ecological 
laundry detergent and drying clothes 
on a dry rack. 

Community Garden, Engineers 
Without Borders and the Biodiesel 
Initiative also setup booths at the fair. 
The Biodiesel Initiative, which has 
been converting cafeteria grease into 
biodiesel with the 70-gallon reactor 
behind Sid, attracted a large crowd. 
The initiative currently powers all the 
lawnmowers on campus and hopes to 
expand to powering vehicles driven 
by the facilities staff and even an 
inner loop shuttle. 

"ITie whole premise is that it is 
renewable and sustainable," Lovett 
C ollege sophomore N atalia Salies, who 
is involved in the project, said. 

Rice's — and the state of Texas's 
— only participant in this year's Solar 
I? 'athlon was also represented at the 
fair. The Solar Decathlon is a competi-

tion sponsored by the Department of 
Energy in which 20 teams of college 
and university students compete to 
design a solar-powered house. 

Wiess College junior Roque 
Sanchez, a member of the Solar 
Decathlon team, said the project 
was a joint venture between the ar-
chitecture and engineering school. 
Sanchez said they were shooting for 
a house that cost $120,000. 

The stone age did 

not end for the lack of 

rocks...The oil age will 

not end for the lack of 

oil.' 
— John Hofmeister 

President of Shell Company 

The home is going to be designed 
not just for the contest, but as a part 
of Project Row Houses, an art and 
cultural organization based out of 
Houston's Third Ward. The Rice 
team hopes to have its final design 
for the house by the end of February, 
and they will be ready by the fall of 
2009 to ship the entire building to 
Washington D.C. There, it will be 
judged with 19 other models from 
across the country. 

Students were not the only ones 
who set up booths at the fair. Custodial 
and Grounds Director Eusebio Franco 
was also present, discussing the new 
initiatives taken by the facilities team 
to reduce Rice's carbon footprint. For 
ten years, Franco said the custodial 
team has held itself to high standards 
to reduce the number of chemicals 
they use, minimize the use of water 

and paper towels, and clean during 
the day to keep the lights off at night. 
Franco said he hopes that the Housing 
and Dining department will followtheir 
lead as soon as possible. 

After the fair, students, faculty and 
members of the community flocked 
to the student center for the forum on 
carbon emissions. The forum included 
Neal lane, Science Advisor to Former 
President Clinton, President of Shell 
Oil Company John Hofmeister, Mayor 
White and Leebron. 

Ijeebron began the night by reaf-
firming the university's dedication to 
environmental education and aware-
ness. He noted that the new Duncan 
College will be certified under the gold 
certification of leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED). 

White called attention to the urgent 
national issue of sustainability. 

"If we do not alter our course, 
there is no doubt that there will be 
consequences to pay," White said. 

White also said Houston could be 
a leader in sustainability and climate 
change prevention. Although Houston 
isone of the hydrocarbon capitals of the 
world, White said the city uses the high-
est percentage of wind power in the 
nation and will continue to push itself 
ahead of the sustainability curve. 

Hofmeister stressed the impor-
tance of active involvement in ad-
dressing climate change. 

"The stone age did not end for the 
lack of rocks," he said. "The oil age 
will not end for the lack of oil." 

Brown C ollege senior Jeremy T ullis 
said he was impressed with the quality 
of the speakers, but felt that some of the 
conversation was too limited. 

"I felt like some of the main 
themes were personal responsibility 
and reliance on technology. At times, 
these messages even felt somewhat 
exclusive," he said. 

Call and you could save. 
Class dismissed. 
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Monthly payment plans 

24-hour service and claims 

Coverage available by phone 

Local Office 

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE. 
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5404 Bel J a ire Blvd. 
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CM rights leader Huerta emphasizes importance of political action 
by lily Chun 

THKKSHEK KDITOK1AL STAFF 

Before civil rights leader Dolores 
Huerta went up to make her speech, 
English professor Jose Aranda intro-
duced her as a "troublemaker," but 
it was hard to believe that a short, 
78-year-old woman with 11 children 
proclaims to be the most-jailed person 
in the United States. 

Huerta, thecofounderofthe United 
Farm Workers of America, who worked 
with Cesar Chavez during the Chicano 
movement in 1960s, spoke Wednesday 
at Duncan Hall's McMurtry Auditori-
um. Her speech focused on civil rights, 
current issues involving farm workers 
and how students can help them. 

Huerta urged students to support 
farm workers by voting for legislation 
and candidates who would help create 
change. Unions and organizations left 
out farm workers in the past because 
they were mostly comprised of ethnic 
and racial minorities, Huerta said. 
Before the UFW, farm workers did not 
even have access to drinking water or 
toilets in the fields. 

"When people aren't treated right, 
it's a disservice to the whole nation," 
Huerta said. 

Huerta said farm workers built 
the country and helped the rich 
become wealthy. 

"It's the people that work with 
their hands that create the wealth," 
Huerta said. 

She said most c o l l e g e 
students—who will likely obtain high-
paying, powerful jobs — must in turn 
help farm workers in any way possible, 
including through monetary means. 

"No matter how much money you 
make — even if it's a million dollars— 
you only eat three mealsa day; you only 
wear one suit a day," Huerta said. 

Huerta said the plight of the farm 
worker was unjust when compared 

BRENDA RANGEL/THRESHER 

Chicano Movement leader Dolores Huerta speaks to a group of students about what they can do to help the civil rights 
movement. Huerta, a contemporary of Cesar Chavez, spoke Wednesday in the McMurtry Auditorium. 

to that of the businessmen because 
wealthy chief executive officers re-
ceived money for being fired, whereas 
farm workers are receiving minimum 
wage without benefits for hours of 
hard work. 

"When you read the newspaper, 
look at the business section — I call 
that the crime report," Huerta said. "It 
is wrong when you have people making 
obscene amounts of money." 

Huerta said it was important to get 
rid of the Right-to-Work Act in Texas, 
originally enacted in 1993. The act 
states that workers do not have to 
join a union if they choose not to. If a 
union goes on strike, companies can 
hire people to take the place of workers 
on strike, effectively weakening labor 
unions. Huerta said this was the differ-
ence between states like California and 
New York, where all workers are part 
of a union, compared to Texas, where 
few workers join unions. 

Huerta also talked about women's 
rights. She said women — especially 
thoseofcolor—are taught to keep their 
place socially and thus are trivialized 
because they are told from a young 

age that men will always be around to 
protect them. 

"In real life, Walt Disney comes 
around and tells you Prince Charming 
will come around and wake you up 
with a kiss, and youll get married and 
have kids, and then what happens?" 
Huerta said. "Hell leave you for a 
trophy wife." 

4 Where are your tax 
dollars going? To 
schools or prisons? ... 
President Bush works 
for us. Councilmen 
work for us.' 

— Dolores Huerta 
Civil rights leader 

Huerta urged women to be tough 
and become involved in the important 
decisions in the world. 

Huerta said sexism and racism 
must change on a personal and univer-
sal level. Undocumented immigrants 
and homosexuals are currently the 
political scapegoats, Huerta said. 

"If Thelma and Louise get mar-
ried, does that affect your paycheck?" 
Huerta said. 

Huerta said it was important to re-
spect other peoples' rights. She pointed 
out that the United States was once the 
province of Native Americans, and that 
many Mexicans have Native American 
ancestry, even though kids are taught 
differently in school. 

"We didn't cross the border; the 
border crossed us," she said. 

Huerta emphasized that people 
should consider themselves as one 
species regardless of their racial or 
ethnic differences. 

"We're all Africans of different kinds 
and colors," Huerta said. "We only have 
one race: homo sapien. TTiey may be 
lighter or darker, but all people are 
Africans in this world. Muumuu men, 
KKK, get over it: You're African." 

An audience member asked Huerta 
why she endorsed Hillary Clinton as 

the Democratic candidate for die 2008 
presidential election, to which Huerta 
answered that Clinton has intelligence, 
experience and integrity. Huerta said 
Clinton sponsored 30 pieces of labor 
legislation and was against dumping 
waste in Nevada. 

Huerta said Barack Obama, 
the other major candidate for the 
Democratic nomination, did not have 
the history that Clinton did with 
labor legislation. Huerta referred 
to an instance Obama was asked to 
visit a city from which a Mexican 
woman was about to be deported, 
but refused. Huerta also said when 
two Latinos were in jail, the Latino 
community soughthelp from Obama 
when he a senator in Illinois, but 
he refused to help or meet with the 
community. 

Another audience member asked 
how college students could help the 
civil rights movement. Huerta said 
that college students would have more 
power so they must politicize and orga-
nize their communities to raise money 
for political candidates. 

"It's all a matter of money," Huerta 
said. "Where are yourtax dollars going? 
To schools or prisons? . . . President 
Bush works for us. Councilmen work 
for us." 

Lovett College senior Tess 
Elmore said she thought Huerta 
was motivating. 

"The way she puts things and is so 
adamant about what's wrong made her 
really convincing," Elmore said. 

However, Elmore said she was 
surprised at how few people attended 
the lecture. 

"I wish more of Rice could've 
been here," she said. "It's so un-
fortunate that more people aren't 
here. When the Clinton and the 
Dalai Lama came to Rice, there 
were a lot of people. There might 
not have been a lot of publicity." 
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C C E FELLOWS PROGRAM 
Now accepting applications for 

summer 2008! F5 H i l l 3 * 1 - H i l l 

W H A T ARE YOU DOING THIS SUMMER? 

The CCE Fellows program provides undergraduate students with a $4000 
stipend to complete a research or design project during the summer. 

The project must be faculty-supervised and in collaboration with a Houston-based 
community partner. Students from all fields of study are encouraged to apply. 

Past projects have included designing a public park at a local detention basin, 
investigating the reluctance of private physicians to switch from paper-based 
medical records to electronic records, and analyzing the impact of red light 

cameras in the city of I Iouston. 

PROJECT PROPOSALS ARE DUE FEBRUARY 2 9 , 2 0 0 8 . 
PLEASE VISIT THE C C E WEBSITE AT 

HTTP: / /CCE.RICE.EDU 
TO DOWNLOAD THE APPLICATION PACKET. 

The Center for Civic Engagement promotes a culture of civic engagement across the Rice academic community through 

research, service, and leadership. It connects Rice faculty and students with each other and with Houston-based partners. 

For additional information, please visit *http://cce.rice.edu or contact the CCE at cce@rice.edu or 713-348-2223. 

http://cce.rice.edu
http://cce.rice.edu
mailto:cce@rice.edu
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POLICE BLOTTER 
The following were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Feb. 1-7. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College 

Other Buildings 
Jones School of 
Management 

Other Areas 
Greenbriar Lot 
Off Campus 

Feb. 3 Public Intoxication 

Feb. 2 Theft 

Feb. 1 Theft 
Feb. 3 Driving while intoxicated 

SPANISH 
From page 1 

interest in Hispanic Studies. 
Patterson said the minor would 

also help students interested in medi-
cine or law who wished to be more 
proficient in Spanish to interact with 
future clientele. Brogdon-Gomez 
said this goal fit in with President 
David Leebron 's Vision for the 
Second Century, which includes 
expanding and strengthening ties 
to Latin America. 

T h e p roposed Spanish Lan-
g u a g e m i n o r will r e q u i r e six 
courses in Spanish at the 300 level 

HOUSE 
From page 1 

"This is the energy capital of 
the world," Sanchez said. "This is a 
place where I think there should be 
a pretty big interest in trying to work 
on affordable housing." 

Sanchez said the team was work-
ing on an especially tight budget 
because it wants to make the 
house affordable for low-income 
families. 

"We're working on a shoestring 
budget compared to what other 
teams have done in the past," San-
chez said. 

The team has been working on 
the schematic design for this proj-
ect since last semester. The next 
stage of the project will be design 
development. The deadline for the 
competition is October 2009. The 
completed houses will be displayed 
as part of a big solar village at the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
and will be available to the general 
public for touring. 

Tseng said this meant the team 
would need to ship the project to 
Washington, D.C. for evaluation 

KTRU 
From page 1 

be too new and fresh to sustain 
an event of that size. KTRL1 was 
informed about the situation two 
weeks ago. 

"(By mid-April] you or I could 
walk across that grass, but if we 
brought 1,000 of our best friends, 
we would just ove rwhe lm it," 
Vossler said. 

The 17th Annual KTRU Outdoor 
Show, envisioned as an opportunity 
for Rice s tudents and community 
members to enjoy live music of all 
sorts, will be held April 13 from 
noon to 9 p.m. It will start early with 
a family-oriented children's act, 
followed by jazz, blues, a cultural 
act and hip-hop. The Rice Battle 
of the Bands winner is featured 
as well, and the night ends with a 
nationally-famous headliner. 

"And we think there ' s going 
to be free beer — that 's always a 
plus," Orosco said. 

A T T O R N E Y 
Fl. HARRASSMINT 
_ d w i / p u i l d r u g s _ 

128^-984-5050 

or higher. Courses at the 100 and 
200 level can count as prerequi-
sites, but will not count towards the 
minor. Students can either take all 
six of these courses at the CSL, or 
they can take four of the six with 
the CSL and use two courses from 
the Hispanic Studies department, 
provided they are taught in Span-
ish. Students who study abroad will 
also have the opportunity to get 
up to half of the credits required 
for the minor if they follow an ap-
proved program. 

and then bring it back to Houston 
after the competition is over, mak-
ing cost of transportation an im-
mensely costly factor in the overall 
scheme of the project. However, 
Tseng said the main incentive for 
participating in the competition 
was to provide affordable housing 
to Houston and give back to the 
Houston community. 

Sanchez said the team was 
hoping to complete the project 
before commencemen t in 2009 
so that s tudents and their families 
could tour the houses to help 
the team practice giving tours of 
the house before they took it to 
Washington, D.C. 

Students interested in following 
the progress of the project can 
check its web site riceso\ardecath~ 
lon.org, which Sanchez said will 
be up and running in a couple of 
weeks. 

I he Houstgh Frecthought Alliance presents: 

2 0 0 

Saturday, February 9th 
2:00 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

Rice Universi ty 
Anderson Biological Labs Room 131 

Charles Darwin's brilliant insights have forever changed our 

understanding of the biological world. Come celebrate the legacy of 

modern biology's founder with presentations about his life, the field 

of evolutionary biology today, and much more. 

www.HoustonDarwinDay.org 

ricethresher.org 

l app l 

The Professional Science Master's Program at Rice offers 
cuttirig-edge science education, management skills, 
and work experience in less than two years! 

Choose from M.S. Degrees in: 

Nanoscale Physics* 
Subsurface Geoscience* 

Environmental Analysis and Decision Making 

* 
Available to Rice Undergraduates as a 5th year 

> . • • 

mmm 
Apply in your junior year! 
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For more information visit our web site: 
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http://www.HoustonDarwinDay.org
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versity forum at Sid fosters dialogue in wake of vandalism, 40s Party 

, V 
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by Sarah Rutledge 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L STAKE 

In the weeks following the racist 
vandalism incident at Sid Richardson 
College, it has become increasingly 
apparent that everyone has an opin-
ion to voice. Members from Rice and 
from the Houston community met in 
the Sid commons last Thursday for a 
diversity forum to address the issues 
of racism and diversity, as well as oth-
ers relating to diversity training. Led 
by Director of Multicultural Affairs 
Cathi Clack, the forum featured stu-
dents, faculty and alumni speaking 
on the vandalism, 40s Party—which 
supposedly mocked the stereotype 
that poor people drink 40-ounce 
bottles of malt liquor — and what it 
means to be a minority at Rice. 

After Sid Master Michael Or-
chard started the discussion with a 
general introduction, Sid senior Kelli 
Newman said she felt students forget 
about diversity after Orientation 
week, when new students attend a 
diversity training panel provided by 
students and faculty. 

Forward said African-Americans 
feel increasingly isolated living on 
campusand move offin large numbers 
by sophomore or junior year. She 
said being aware of these patterns 
and involving everyone in the college 
community would help ensure that no 
group feels disconnected. 

Sid senior Lindsay Balthrop 
thought that Sid students felt dis-
criminated against themselves in the 
days following the vandalism. 

"Some of the ways it was pre-
sented across campus, it was like it 
was an attack, then, on all of Sid and 
that all of Sid was responsible for 
it," Balthrop said. "We feel like we 
weren't happy with what happened 
either, yet a lot of people felt like it 
was our one college that committed 
this act together, and I know a lot 
of us felt like we were victims, too, 
because of that." 

Orchard said the forum, especial-
ly in regards to fostering better race 
relations at Rice, may have yielded 
more questions than answers. He 
said knowing that something is 
wrong is an important first step. 

* 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

Sid senior Lindsay Balthrop said she felt the campus reaction to the vandalism 
and 40s party incidents were unfairly targeted towards Sid. 

"I think it's something that we do 
during O-Week and then we kind of 
go on about our life," Newman said. 
"And I think unless you're a minority, 
it doesn't necessarily come to your 
mind [everyday]." 

"Dealing with issues of dive 
Monique Forward (Will Rice '95), 
president of the Association of Rice 
University Black Alumni, said a gen-
eral lack of knowledge about what is 
offensive pervades student campus life 
and that this ignorance is not unique 
to Sid. Instead, she said it is a result of 
different individuals' backgrounds. 

"I don't think [Sid is] different 
from any other college in the Rice 
community," Forward said. "Even 
when I was at Rice, that just tended to 
be what the Rice community settled 
with — just not thinking about it." 

"It is often the case that at [diver-
sity forums] people want to hear an-
swers, but oftentimes the best thing 
is just to care," Orchard said. 

"Dealing with issues of diversity 
on all sorts of levels is something that 
has to be an ongoing interest," Clack 
said. "This is going to be something 
that you're going to deal with for the 
rest of your life, and it's going to be 
a growing process." 

Martel College senior Alley 
Lyles said having a productive con-
versation about diversity is difficult, 
especially with different races. 

"I feel as though, for instance, if 
I'm going to talk to a white person and 
say, 'Hey, how do you feel about racial 
profiling?' the conversation automati-
cally stalls because that person feels 
as though I'm white-bashing them," 

Lyles said. "That's really not what I'm 
trying to do. [White people] feel as 
though you're made out to be the bad 
person, and because of that, you can't 
participate in the conversation." 

Clack said having an open mind 
while dealing with different cultures 
and races can be difficult, and no one 
should expect to leave the forum with 
an easy fix or a clear solution. She 
said she struggles daily with diversity 
issues and entrenched beliefs. 

Clack said the conversation about 
the 40s Party could stall because of 
a misnomer. She said the vandalism 
incident was racist, but the 40s Party is 
not racist. She said the party resulted 
from a lack of awareness of the social 
connotations of poor blacks drinking 
from 40-oz. malt liquor bottles. 

"A 40s party in and of itself is 
not a racist thing," Clack said. "But 
if you have it in conjunction with 
the [Martin Luther King, Jr.] holi-
day, can we see how that might be 
considered insensitive? Whether 
we want to admit it or not, 40s has 
a cultural connotation. I defy you to 
go to the country club and tell me 
you're offered a 40 when you ask 
for a beer." 

Clack said the group who held 
the party is not being sanctioned 
for the 40s theme, though it was 
insensitive. The group instead is in 
trouble because they held a public 
party in a public space — in the Sid 
basement — and called it a private 
party, she said. 

Although the students at the 
forum did not know how long the 
40s Party tradition has been at Rice, 
it usually falls on the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day weekend. 

Very few of the individuals in-
volved in planning the party attended 
the forum. Clack said she wanted 
insight in their motivation for holding 
the party on that weekend. 

One student said instead of fo-
cusing on a particular incident, the 
forum should focus on diversity. She 
said if there had been complaints 
about the 40s Party in previous years, 
she never heard them. 

Balthrop, who herself was not 
involved in the planning of the 40s 
Party, said she doubts the party will 
continue next year due to the outcry 
this year. 

"I think that, after this, I don't 
know if we would ever have a 40s 
party again," she said. "It's not worth 
... alienating some of the members 
of our community for that. I can't 
fathom any situation in which 40s 
Party in any form or fashion will be 
welcomed or attended or pursued in 
the manner that it was this year." 

Jan West (Brown '73) said she 
entered Rice in 1969 and would 
not have been surprised to see a 
racist slur written on the wall then. 
But hearing about the recent racist 
vandalism at Sid still shocked her, 
she said. 

"I'm African-American, and I felt 
embarrassed and ashamed," West 
said. "It feels really bad to enter 

into a room [of people at a party], 
and they want to know, 'Hey, what's 
up with Rice University?' and I 
don't know what to say. We all get 
the blame, we all have to deal with 

isn't a passive process." 
Lovett College sophomore Allie 

McGrath, a diversity facilitator for 
O-Week, said the forum highlighted 
racial tensions at Rice. McGrath said 
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Director of Multicultural Affairs Cathi Clack moderated the forum, held last 
Thursday in the Sid Richardson College commons. Clack said that it was 
important for students to come together and communicate openly with those 
from other ethnic and racial backgrounds. 

the consequences when one or two 
people do something that is not 
about diversity but is ... completely 
unacceptable." 

However, the issue still remains 
unclear for some students. Sid sopho-
more Sergio Jaramillo said he did not 
know where to draw the line between 
insensitivity and racism. 

"When you sit down at a table at 
Thanksgiving, how do you think a 
Native American feels?" Jaramillo 
said. "We're all guilty of being insensi-
tive, in a way. Even something small, 
like if you're having a huge steak, 
and sitting by a vegetarian, that's 
insensitive to somebody." 

Newman said these situations 
are not analogous to the amount of 
insensitivity from the 40s Party. 

"When you eat meat next to a 
vegetarian or when you have Thanks-
giving, you're not making fun of any 
group of Americans and you're not 
making fun of vegetarians," she said. 
"But when you have the 40s Party, 
you're making fun of the stereotype. 
You're making fun of an image that is 
negative to the black community." 

Clack said if students felt margin-
alized or offended by the 40s Party, 
that should be sufficient reason to 
discontinue the party. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said he feels that black 
students at Rice have a different 
experience than do other groups. 

"The reality is, Rice has something 
of a shameful history when it comes 
to the African-American community," 
Forman said. "It's a belief of the uni-
versity, a core of the university, that 
we are a multicultural community in 
which a wide range of ideas and per-
spectives are welcome. It's a core part 
of what we do, and we believe there's 
a value in it. And that value comes at 
a price. You have to fight to ... keep 
this a campus which is welcoming to 
everybody, and welcoming someone 

Rice should look to set up more fo-
rums in the future, even if there was 
no clear resolution at this forum. 

Lovett senior Jeeyun Lim, who 
served as an O-Week diversity facili-
tator for two years, said she agrees 
that the current O-Week diversity 
training is not ideal. She said she 
finds it difficult to present diversity in 
a way that will speak to students. 

"During O-Week. people are so 
excited about having fun, and the 
truth is, this kind of conversation 
has you leaving, feeling a little 
uncomfortable," Lim said. "So you 
don't necessarily want to focus on 
that during O-Week, but how else 
are you going to do it?" 

Lim said students complained 
during the forum about diversity 
training focusing solely on groups' 
differences instead of their similari-
ties. She said these complaints were 
ill-founded because the training 
would accomplish nothing if groups 
spoke only of their similarities. 

McGrath said the most important 
issue for students at the forum was 
to accept that everyone has a dif-
ferent point of view due to cultural 
backgrounds. 

"I feel like people are having 
trouble understanding that," she 
said. "They try to be like, 'We're 
sorry, and we feel it too,' but we 
can't teel it. You have to realize that 
I cannot understand where you 
come from." 

Clack ended the forum by urging 
students to communicate openly with 
each other so as to prevent potentially 
hurtful misunderstandings. 

"1 hope that [people] don't think 
about the incident in the office here 
as a 'black' incident," Clack said. "It 
may have targeted a specific group 
in that writing, but . . . remember, this 
is something that happened to your 
community. Let's see if we can find 
a way to come together." 

f 

DAVID ROSALES / THRESHER 

Students, faculty and administrators gather last Thursday night In the Sid Richardson College commons to discuss racism and diversity on campus. Topics ranged from racism and diversity to 
the 40s Party. 
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Summer-long grove construction near south colleges begins today 
by Sarah Rutledge 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Today, the residents of south college 
can enjoy a new view from their rooms: 
construction fences.Thecovered chain 
links alongthe south side of the college 
are the first step in the grove project, on 
trackfor completion by the end of J une. 
Facilities, Engineering and Planning 
Project Manager Larry Vossler said the 
expected $1 million project, a gift from 
an anonymous Hanszen alumnus, will 
beautify the grove and make the area 
more accessible for students. 

FE&PCommunications Manager 
Susann Glenn said the project has 
been in the works since April 2006. 
After going through various approval 
and design phases, FE&P presented 
the plan to the south college presi-
dents on Jan. 22. Afterward, FE&P 
conducted a question-and-answer 
session with students on Jan. 30 to 
address potential concerns. 

The planned location of the grove 
current ly suffers from standing 
water, poor drainage and mosqui-
toes, Glenn said. The project will 
include replacing and elevating the 
sidewalks around the grove, which 
are too low. Many students were 
wary of the project's proposed use 
of decomposed granite on the area's 
sidewalks, which is also used in the 
temporary walkways by the con-
struction fences at the north colleges 
and behind Fondren Library, Glenn 
said. She said this material provides 
ecological benefits. 

"It's much better for trees and is 
|xjr vious for water, so water and air can 
penetrate the granite," Glenn said. "But 
we heard from the students that their 
concerns were about shoes and bicycle 
tires and that it gets muddy." 

Because of student complaints, 
Glenn said FE&P is currently looking 
at [K'a granite, a type of concrete, for 
the sidewalks. Hie pea granite will be 
more costly, but cost is not the decid-
ing factor, she said. Glenn s;iid they 
are examining options to expand the 
sidewalks. 

FE&P will look for student input 
in putting benches in the grove, but 
Glenn said most students want to 
keep the grove as open as possible to 
provide easier access across the south 
colleges. 

Additionally, FE&P plans to install 
more light fixtures down the center 
of the grove. 

Construction on the grove will start 
no earlier than 7 a.m. on workdays. 
Glenn said the noisier work will occur 
after 8a.m. and demolition will happen 
after 9 a.m. during those days. 

"The noise from this type of 
construction is much different from 
the type of construction taking place 
elsewhere on campus," Glenn said. 

"This noise we're talking about — 
smaller machines—a lot of this work 
is going to be done with shovels, so 
we are not using jackhammers to 
take out the sidewalks." 

Since the grove is a smaller 
project than the construction of the 
two new residential colleges, there 
will be fewer construction workers 
on site. Vossler said there will be no 
cranes or huge equipment. 

Because the demolition has to oc-
cur before the plants can be laid down, 
Glenn said the project is starting now 
to make sure the planned garden is 
grown in before next fall. 

Glenn said FE&P seriously consid-
ers student complaints and has modi-

' fied the project accordingly. 
"Even though fencing is going 

up, that doesn't mean that we're not 
taking their input into consideration," 
she said. 

Hanszen President Court Jackson 
said students were initially confused 
as to the grove's function. 

"Students were very upset at first 
and there were a lot of concerns about 
thefunctionofthegrove.whetheritwas 
a place where people hang out and talk 
or a place to throw a Frisbee," Jackson, 
a senior, said. 

He said FE&P planners have 
changed their design for the construc-
tion project after talking to students. 
Hanszen has had two forums so far 
dealing with the grove. 

Jackson said the most immediate 
concern for Hanszen is construction 
and the closing off of pathways dur-
ing die day. 

"In the long term, [the grove is] 
something that Hanszen will be able 
to use," Jackson said. "It might be-
come a second quad since it's closer 
to us than to the other colleges. I 
hope that students ... use their free 
time there." 

Hanszen freshman Will Randall 
said the grove should brighten up the 
;irea between die south colleges. 

"Right now, it's kind of a dark hole 
on campus and it feels very out of 
place," Randall said. "It's not inviting 
and it looks like it should be a major 
thoroughfare, but it's not." 

Randall said thegrove construction 
is an unplanned inconvenience for the 
students from die south colleges. 

"I think people arejust tired of green 
fences," Randall said. "They're tired of 
construction, especially freshmen. We 
didn't exactly sign up for this." 

Glenn said FE&P plans to meet 
with students every month to voice 
their concerns and she will send 
a weekly e-mail to students in the 
south colleges detailing the construc-
tion's progress. Glenn encouraged 
students with questions to visit the 
Construction Information Center at 
Alumni Drive and College Way. 
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COURTESY FACILITIES. ENGINEERING AND PLANNING 

The grove will be located on the south side of campus near the south colleges. Construction will begin today and is 
expected to continue through the summer. 

Korean ambassador speaks on implications of U.S.-Korea relations, free trade 
by Hannah Ixm 

F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

South Korea Trade Minister 
Hvun Chong Kim said North and 
South Korea are on the path to 
reunification. 

In his speech entitled "Beyond 
the Alliance: Hie Future of Repub-
lic of Korea-U.S. Relations," Kim 
highlighted the economic benefits 
that free trade between the two 
countries could bring, as well as 
the political gains of a stronger 
bilateral relationship. Kim's speech 
was provided under the first joint 
sponsorship between the Office of 
the President, Baker Institute for 
Public Policy, and the Chao Center 
for Asian Studies. 

Kim served as minister of trade 
in the Republic of Korea's Ministry 
of Foreign Af fairs and Trade for four 
years and was instrumental in creat-
ing the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agree-
ment before moving to his current 
post as ambassador and permanent 
representative of South Korea to the 
United Nations in 2007. 

"Theeffectsofthe Korea-U.S. Free 
Trade Agreement are not limited to 
economic gains, but will result in 

cementing our military alliance and 
spreading democracy in the Northeast 
Asia region, creating and constructing 
a framework for peace and security," 
Kim said in a speech delivered at Baker 
Institute last Thursday. 

"The Free Trade Agreement will 
effectively eliminate all barriers to 
trade from investment, remove tariffs 
on 95 percent of consumer and in-
dustrial products within three years 
and deliver a wide range of benefits 
to both sides," Kim said. 

Kim said South Korea could have 
half a million new jobs and a two 
percent increase in GDP as a result 
of the agreement and the US could 
gain $24 billion. Texas especially 
stands to gain since South Korea 
is its fourth-largest trading partner, 
Kim said. 

The KORUS FTAis an important 
means of economic reform and 
liberalization for Korea for the sake 
of competition with booming econo-
mies and also for the sake of better 
adjusting to political changes on the 
home front, Kim said. 

With increasing collaboration 
between the two Koreas—most nota-
bly the joint economic developments 
in the Kaesong Industrial Region. 

a special administrative industrial 
region of North Korea, — and the 
possibility of reunification in the near 
future, Kim said he hopes growth 
stemming from the KORUS FTA will 
cushion the economic impact of such 
an upheaval on the world. 

Korean ambassador Hyun Chong Kim 

Kim said a democratic market 
economy with nearly 80 million 
people would be seen as positive 
across Europe and Asia. 

"We need to encourage North Ko-
rea to transform itself," Kim said. 

Kim also called the KORUS FTA 
one of the most significant bilateral 

agreements since the Mutual De-
fense Treaty — which essentially 
recognized the Republic of China, 
or Chinese Taipei, as the t rue 
governor of China — in 1954 be-
cause it will reinforce a U.S.-Korea 
partnership and provide valuable 
incentives for resolving the North 
Korean nuclear issue. 

The two nations have worked 
together in the Six-PartyTalks which 
urged North Korea to abandon its 
nuclear weapons and existing nuclear 
program. To encourage the denucle-
arization of the Korean peninsula, the 
international community has offered 
a package of incentives, including 
economic and energy assistance, 
the establishment of diplomatic talks 
between Washington and Pyongyang, 
and the termination of the Trading 
with the Enemy Act, a law passed in 
1917 to restrict U.S. trade with hostile 
countries, Kim said. 

North Korea has disabled five of 
its nuclear facilities since 2007. 

"A peaceful, prosperous and 
democratic Northeast Asia is the 
same goal that Korea and the U.S. 
want to achieve through both their 
alliance and the FTA," Kim said. 
"Through this agreement, which 

is an embodiment of the ideas of 
economic and political freedom, I 
believe we can move from an alliance 
built on deterring a common threat 
to a true partnership and spread 
democratic values in the world 
against all odds." 

Following his speech, Kim an-
swered questions from the audience. 
He also addressed his priorities 
as South Korea's newly appointed 
representative to the U.N., including 
raising awareness of climate change 
and furthering the Millennium De-
velopment Goals. 

Wiess College sophomore Tif-
fany Kim said that she was surprised 
that Kim described the reunification 
between North and South Korea as 
imminent. 

"Nonetheless, as an American-
born Korean, it was fascinating to 
listen to the different perspective 
that he delivered on the issue," 
Kim said. 

Will Rice College freshman J i Hye 
Park also found Kim's speech very 
informative. 

"It definitely made me think 
about trade, alliances and political 
stability on a more macrocosmic 
level," she said. 
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A D V I S I N S : 
A WORD TO 
THE WISE? 
Results from the Student Assocatbn poll on 

the Academic Advising and RDA PiN system. 

WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE? 
The Student Association conducted a poll about 

academic advising last month. The poll asked about 
student's experiences with academic advising and 
RDA PINs and how the system could be improved or 
ought to change in the future.Three hundred and nine-
teen undergraduates responded to at least one ques-
tion in the poll. 

The results will be used by the SA Academics 
Committee to voice students' concerns and com-
plaints about the current system. Students wishing to 
leave additional feedback can leave it in the RDA PINs 
and Academic Advising forum topic on the SA Web 
site, sa.rice.edu. 

Most students said that they did not find the aca-
demic advising expereince valuable. Seventy percent 
of students said they met with their advisor only to 
obtain a registration PIN. Only 31 percent of students 
said they found their meetings with their academic 

advisors worthwhile experiences. 
Students were more split on whether they would 

meet with a faculty advisor if the meeting was not 
mandatory. Only slightly more than half of the respon-
dants, 56 percent, said that they would elect not to 
meet with their academic advisors if the meeting was 
not required. 

Students seemed more concerned with improving 
the quality of the adivsiing experience and reducing 
the number of required meetings per year. Many said 
they found the system with the RDA PINs frustrat-
ing, as they were difficult to obtain and easy to lose. 
One student suggested having the same RDA PIN for 
all four years at Rice. Students were also generally 
underwhelmed by the quality of the academic advi-
sors. They complained that it was difficult to schedule 
meetings with their advisors, and that their advisors 
often knew little more than they did. Several students 
said they would like to be able to pick their own advi-
sor instead of having one assigned to them. 

QUESTION #1 A) 70% 
Which of the following describes your most recent 
meeting with your academic advisor? (All that apply) 
a) I went with the intent to obtain a signature for 

registration, not to receive advice 
b) The meeting was not a worthwhile experience 
c) My advisor and I discussed my plans looking beyond 

the upcoming semester 
d) The meeting was a worthwhile experience 
e) The advising I received was valuable, and the type of 

advice that I could not have obtained from my peers 
f) I sought advice from more than one faculty member 

regarding my course selection 
g) My advisor did not seem interested in dispensing 

academic advice 
h) My advisor convinced me to change the course sched-

ule that I had initially proposed or was thinking about 
j) My advisor alerted me to degree requirements that I 

was not previously aware of 

B) 40% 
C) 33% 

D) 31% 
E) 23% 

F) 18% 
G) 17% 

H) 9% 
J) 4% percent of 316 votes 

Most students said their meetings with advisors were only to obtain a reg-
istration PIN (70%) and were generally not worthwhile experiences (40%). 
31 % of students responded that their meetings were worthwhile. 

MORE WRITE-IN RESPONSES 

QUESTION # 3 continued 

"My advisor doesn't even remember my name." 

"I think good advising will be helpful if it came from an assigned, knowled-
gable person who has open office hours." 

"Advisors know what will happen. Other students know what has hap-
pened." 

"If the meeting were not required, I still may want advice from a faculty 
member and I would arrange one with one who cared." 

"Meetings are more convenient on our own time, when we deem neces-
sary, but dealing with the rush-period is a neusance." 

"Academics advice is very valuable and I would seek it out regardless." 

QUESTION #2 
I would not meet with a faculty academic advisor if 
the meeting was not required. 
a) True 
b) False 

QUESTION #3 
Please explain your response to Question #2. 

"I think they could be helpful, but they're just overwhelmed 
when 60 people are waiting in line (no hyperbole) for their 
signature." 

"Academic advising is important, but the advising system 
does not encourage students to seek advice nor encourage 
faculty to give." 

"My advisor tried to move me in a direction I did not want 
to go." 

A) 56% 
B) 44% 

QUESTION # 4 continued 

I would be more likely to meet with a faculty 
academic advisor if they were able to provide 
information and advice regarding... 

"...anything that is actually useful, ie not just a pin number." 

"...advice in future education." 

"...the relative difficulty of potential courses, or future value of courses in my 
chosen career." 

"...none of these-1 just don't feel that I need them unless I have a specific 
question." 

percent of 313 votes 

QUESTION #4 
I would be more likely to meet with a faculty 
academic advisor if they were able to provide 
information and advice regarding... 
a) internship opportunities 
b) career choices 
c) scholarships and fellowships 
d) research opportunities 
e) professional organizations, symposiums & conferences 
f) community service opportunities 

QUESTION #5 
Which of the following describes your utilization of 
faculty (major) advisors? (All that apply) 
a) I'm not a Freshman — I met with a major advisor and had 

no significant problems with the quality of their advice. 
b) I'm not a Freshman — I met with a major advisor and it 

wasn't helpful. 
c) I'm not a Freshman — I have never met with an advisor 

for my major. 
d) I'm a Freshman — I have never met with an advisor for 

my major. 
e) I'm a Freshman — I was not aware that the RDA PIN 

could be obtained from a major advisor. 
f) I'm not a Freshman — I was not aware that the RDA PIN 

could be obtained from a major advisor 
g) I'm a Freshman — I met with a major advisor and had no 

significant problems with the quality of their advice. 
h) I'm a Freshman — I met with a major advisor and it 

wasn't helpful 

QUESTION #6 
What is the most significant problem with the current 
RDA PIN registration system? 
a) It is difficult to track down my academic advisor. 
b) There is no significant problem with the RDA PIN system. 
c) It is difficult to get a hold of my college coordinator at the 

necessary times 
d) It is easy to lose/misplace my RDA PIN. 
e) It is a waste of time. 

QUESTION #7 
Please explain your response to Question #6. 

"My college coordinator is out of the office A LOT. Even if my 
advisor is timely, I always worry about her reliability." 

"Having to get approval to make routine schedual changes 
wastes time and can be frustrating/scary close to dealines."" 

"My college coordinator is out of the office A LOT. Even if my 
advisor is timely, I always worry about her reliability." 

E) 32% 

F) 21 % 

A) 77% 

B) 71 % 

C) 63% 

_ D) 60% 

percent of 290 votes 

A) 43% 
B) 22% 
C) 15% 
D) 12% 
E) 8% 
F) 6% 
G) 5% 
H) 3% 

percent of 298 votes 

A) 39% 
B) 18% 
C) 13% 
D) 12% 

percent of 295 votes 

QUESTION # 7 continued 

"I have to set up a meeting, to get a form, to get a number, just so I can 
drop a class....That make PERFECT sense." 

"Difficult to find academic advisor AND easy to lose pin. The pin should be 
validated in Esther after meeting w/advisor." 

"Faculty advisers (NOT major advisors) generally are indifferent, hard to find, 
and uninterested in giving advice." 

"It is unnecessary bureaucracy." 

"Being OC makes it harder to go by my college coordinator's office, but it's 
not that big of a deal" 

"Having to get approval to make routine schedual changes wastes time 
and can be frustrating/scary close to dealines" 

"Too many people want the same advisors because some of the advi-
sors are awful." 

"If one finds a class to be difficult or not worthwhile, why should we 
need to get another pin?" 

"My academic advisor for freshman year stood me up three times and 
just stopped answering my e-mails." 

"It seems like an unnecessary burden on both the student and the 
advisor to schedule a meeting in which little information is gained." 

"I found it hard to keep track of small signed sheets of paper and 
sticky notes with the pin." 

QUESTION #8 
If you had the power to change one thing about academic advising 
(not registration), what would you change? 

"Have more advisors available in my major (architecture) so that I can 
actually meet with someone and not just receive signature." 

"I would like to be able to pick my advisor within the department!" 

"Some advisors just look at gen. ann. for advising. Have them provide 
info beyond that." 

"Have pre-professional advising as well as major advising." 

"I would make it optional. Rice students are smart; they know when 
they need help." 

"I would make advising more available; faculty advisors never contact 
you and peer advisors are not well known or approachable." 
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o 
Sarah C. Reynolds \ 

Huh. So Houston has an art 

scene. Author of Houston 

Reflections: Art in the City, 

1950s, 60s, and 70s, Reynolds 

will share her book on 

how Space City became a 

metropolitan arts center on 

Monday. The reading goes 

from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Brazos Book Store 

2421 Bissonnet 

www.brazos.booksense.com 

L E C T U R E 

Brilliant Lecture 
Series: Diana Ross 

Stop! In the name of love for 

this legendary diva. The love 

child of soul will talk about 

her struggle to the top, from 

fronting the Supremes to her 

solo career, on Tuesday at 

7:30 p.m. Tickets range from 

$18-$75. 

Hobby Center 

800 Bagby 

www.briiliantlectures.com 

M O V I E 

Rocky Horror 
Picture Show 

A mental mindfuck can be 

nice. The longest-running 

midnight movie of all time 

will have an audience lined 

up outside once again on 

Saturday. Costumes strongly 

encouraged. Tickets $6 for 

students. 

River Oaks Theatre 

2009 W Gray St. 

www. landmarktheatres. com 

COURTESY ALLEY THEATRE 

m A violent showdown involving a cat-killer, the cat-owner and the crime's red herring reaches its climax on the Neuhaus Stage. 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Only Martin McDonagh could 
turn a cat's death inlo a comedy. His 
blood-spattered The Lieutenant of 
Inishmore, which opened at the Alley 
Theatre Jan. 30 and runs until Feb.24, 
and performed by Alley company 
actors, is a splendid satire that is as 
gruesome as it is brilliant. 

'Lieutenant of Inishmore' 

• • • • • of five 
Playing until Feb. 24 at 

Alley Theatre 

Set on the island of Inishmore, 
a satire about the Irish Liberation 
Army, the play begins when Wee 
Thomas, the precious cat and only 
friend of Padraic (ChrisHutchinson), 
a loopy, rifle-toting and torture-loving 
officer, is found dead. Padraic returns 
home to see his beloved pet and sets 
the rest of the slightly absurd plot 

in motion. 
The hilarity that ensues is thanks 

to the snappy dialogue, impeccable 
direction and creative use of the 
Neuhaus Stage, the intimate theater 
in the round that keeps the audience 
dangerously close to being spattered 
in blood themselves. 

McDonagh's greatest gift is 
unquestionably his knack for dia-
logue. McDonagh is masterful in 
the way his characters hold ordinary 
conversations under circumstances 
that are anything but. He puts his 
characters in the most absurdly ma-
cabre situations, but provides them 
with dialogue that brings them into 
the realm of reality. Whether his char-
acters are dangling by their legs from 
a chain or slipping in pools of blood, 
their lines are never forced, and flow 
as though McDonagh was recording 
an actual event, rather than one of his 
twisted imagination. The characters' 
lines flow so perfectly, it is easy to 
forget they are reciting a script. 

Each character, no matter how 
despicable, is crafted with a loving 
bemusement that makes them oddly 

sympathetic. From the naive Davey 
(Brandon Hearnsberger), who is 
haplessly dragged into action when he 
comes across Wee Thomas in a crum-
pled heap on the road, to his spunky 
sister Mairead (Elizabeth Bunch) 
whose dreams of joining the IIA are 
hampered by its sexist leaders, to the 
conniving Christy (Todd Waite), each 
character adds new depth and dimen-
sion to the story. Hutchinson plays Pad-
raic with the per feet degree of insanity 
without overacting and thus keeping 
him credible. 

The BLOOD that 
drips off the set is 
incidental to 
McDonaghs 
larger point. 

The little details are what ulti-
mately makes the play a masterpiece. 
Davey rides a bicycle that looks like it 
should belong to his little sister, and 

cultivates a mop of hair that he prizes 
more than anything in the world. 
His little sister walks around with a 
.22-rifle singing the Irish liberation 
song and shooting cows' eyes out from 
a distance of 60 feet. Padraic wants to 
form a splinter group from the splinter 
group that is the I IA 

Essential to bringing Inishmore to 
life, though, is the directing. Artistic 
Director Gregory Boyd, who was 
also in charge of McDonagh's equally 
engrossing work, The Pillow man, 
fearlessly embraces the gore and 
violence that is integral to the story 
and is not afraid of going to extremes. 
Boyd did not shrink from having to 
put a warning in the playbill about the 
violence and loud explosions. 

'Hie intimacy of the space makes 
the violence all the more repugnant 
and shocking, which is exactly what 
McDonagh wants his audience to 
realize. The blood that literally drips 
off the set is incidental to Mcl )onagh's 
larger point. The violence of the 1IA 
is pointless and ends up hurting them 
just as much as it ensnared much 
of Ireland. 

Good-looking Fool's Gold has little below the surface 
by Liz Mallet 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Fool's Gold, director Andy Tennant's 
latest film, is a movie that incorporates 
many genres but succeeds at none. 
As a romance it is often tense and 
unfulfilling, and as an adventure film, 
it is cartoonish and improbable. Ilie 
movie is best in itscomedic moments, 
but they are not worth experiencing 
the rest of the film. 

Tool's Gold' 

• • of five 

now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

Kate Hudson (You, Me andDupree) 
and Matthew McConaughey (Failure 
to Launch) co-star as l e s s Finnegan 
and Ben 'Finn' Finnegan, a pair of 
history buffs on the verge of divorce. 
Tlie movie begins as the divorce is 
finalized, and from then on follows the 
pair as they find themselves thrown 
together on a quest for lost treasure in 
the Caribbean. 

Naturally they have diametrically 
opposed personalities — Tess is re-
sponsible and well-educated; Finn is 
irresponsible, immature and deeply in 
debt to a local thug and rapper named 
Bigg Bunny (Scary Movie 4s Kevin 

Hart). But the unhap-
py couple is reunited 
through freak chance 
mid a common fas-
cination with find-
ing an 18th-century 
ocean treasure called 
the Queen's Dowry. 
With the help of an 
eccentric billionaire 
named Nigel Hon-
eycutt {Pride and 
Prejudice's Donald 

I 

COURTESY WARNER BROS 

Unexpectedly thrown together, recent divorcees Hudson and McConaughey team up to find a lost treasure. 

Sutherland), hisditzy daughter Gemma 
(Sex and Breakfast's Alexis Dziena) 
and an accompanying cast of blatantly 
stereotyped minor sidekicks, they 
embark on their quest. 

Fool's Gold dwells on the tension 
between Finn and Tess for too long. 
This slows the first half of the movie, 
making it clear why the couple di-
vorced initially but also hard to accept 
the existence of chemistry between 
the pair. Some of the best moments 
of the Fool's Gold transcend this .11-
too-accurate portrayal of the antipat hy 
of divorce, but at times, Tennant 
tries to create chemistry with cheap 
sexual innuendos. 

Even worse is that the main char-
acters simply are not well-developed. 

Hudson's character does not realisti-
cally come across as a Ph.D. candidate, 
no matter how much jargon spouts 
from her lips. McConaughey looks fan-
tastic in all of his scenes, but he doesn't 
have the likeability of peer actors like 
Owen Wilson or Vince Vaughn, either 
of whom might have pulled of his air of 
insouciant irresponsibility with more 
charm and humor. 

T h e suppor t ing ac tors of Fool's Gold 
do a fine job of filling in the gaps left 
by the main stars despite the limited 
range of character they are given 
with the script. Dziena is absolutely 
hilarious: Hunk Paris Hilton's cheer-
ful dimwittedness combined with the 
incoherent ear nestness of Teen Miss 
South C arolina. Sutherland is convinc-

ing and sweet in his familiar role as a 
doting father, drawing perhaps more 
sympathy from the audience than the 
two protagonists. 

On the positive side, the movie fea-
turesbeautiful scenery—muchofthe 
filming was done in the Bahamas — 
complemented by a cast that even at 
its worst is relentlessly gorgeous and 
bikini-clad. The soundtrack is another 
saving grace, featuring classic reggae 
hits by artists like Bob Marley. In fact, 
given that Fool's Gold is essentially a 
repetition of every strategy employed 
by romantic comedies already in 
existence, the audience could easily 
experience the positive characteristics 
of this film by simply listening to a reg-
gae CD in a comfortable chair. 

http://www.brazos.booksense.com
http://www.briiliantlectures.com
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Zoes Kitchen, which opened a month ago, is located at 3701S. Shepherd and serves up healthy food with a Greek influence. 

Note to Zoes: Feta a good meal does not make 
By N ikk i Metzgar 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

We obviously do not live in New 
York City. So although the ladies of 
Sex and the City (my most extensive 
experience of the Big Apple, sadly) 
wait in line for hours outside a hip 
new eatery, or flirt their way to the 
front of the crowd, Houstonians have 
no equivalent for this experience. 

T h e closest Houston ge t s to 
this is the highly stylized sandwich 
shops in the Montrose and lower-
Shepherd area that are so popular. 
Zoes Kitchen, which opened on 
S. Shepherd a month ago, is one 
such restaurant. With a modern, 
industrial feel, sunny green and 
orange decor and the tagline "Eat 
Smart . Eat Fresh," Zoes' outward 
appearance appeals almost perfectly 
to denizens of the area. 

Unfortunately, the food itself is 
neither creative nor tasty. The fast-
casual menu is Greek-influenced, 
which in reality translates to covering 
most of the food with feta cheese. 
The slaw, Zoes' signature side, con-
sists of shredded cabbage, scallions 
and heaps of feta, all marinated in 
vinaigrette. The flavor is there, but 
only if you like feta. 

The Greek Pita, composed of 
grilled chicken, some pallid lettuce, 

tomatoes and caramelized onions, is 
also sprinkled with the ubiquitous 
feta. While the sandwich does not 
taste bad, it is also not anything 
special. The cold, thin pita could have 
come from anywhere and once you 
eat away the toppings, only slightly 
bland chicken remains. 

The Chicken Roll-ups are the 
best-selling sandwich and although 
the menu mentions feta, the sad-sack 
tortillas are only plumped slightly 
with chicken. The accent ingredients 
are mysteriously M.I.A. The salsa 
that comes with it is comparable to 
Picante sauce, and who does Zoe 
think she's kidding? We live inTexas. 
Impostor salsa is almost absurd in 
this setting. 

The potato salad side is actually 
likeable, especially for those in the 
mayonnaise-eschewing minority. 
The mashed red potatoes and the 
g r een scall ions c rea te a festive 
concert of color and the salad has a 
lemony zing to it that is refreshing. 
Zoes does stick to its healthy eating 
angle, but unfortunately perpetuates 
the misconception that food that is 
good for you is unsatisfying to the 
palate and belly. 

In the face of these options, it 
makes sense to ask someone who 
works there and is more familiar with 

African, American art 
shatters MFAH restraints 

a n - w h a t \ VJOJU 
AD ftter i R u e A 
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the food to make a recommendation. 
The Chicken Salad Sandwich, "our 
fave," is the answer one receives 
to such a question but sadly, no'r to 
one's desire for satisfying provisions. 
The chicken salad is overiy-wet and 
tasteless, although the 7-grain bread 
it sits on is delicious. 

Too bad, friendly counter-guy, 
the c h i c k e n salad is not qui te 
worthy of favorite status. Actually, 
everyone who works at Zoes is very 
affable and seems to genuinely want 
customers to be happy. But even 
that is not quite worth the rest of 
the excursion. 

Despi te the food b e i n g only 
mediocre, the restaurant 's ordering 
system requires buying a meal with 
sandwich, a side and some point-
less chips for $7.45. For that kind 
of money a full, warm lunch can 
be had in countless establishments 
across Houston. For that matter an 
authentic Greek meal or a better 
sandwich can be as well. 

Perhaps the many ladies-who-
lunch need to hear this information 
but most likely they would continue 
to dine at Zoes anyway because it is 
the type of place that benefits more 
from the neighborhood in which 
it resides than anything it actually 
has to offer. 

By Margaret Diddams 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Silent cries and muffled drums 
hang so thick in the exhibit halls of the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston that it 
feels as though living men stand in wait 
behind sooty masks. 

With contributions by both Af-
rican and American ar t i s ts , t he 
Five-A 12th Annual Citywide African 
American Art Exhibition feels out 
of place behind closed doors. After 
all, these are not just works of art, 
but socially-loaded artifacts from 
unique cultures. Here in dimly-lit 
hallways and sterile cases, horns, 
jugs, swords and headdresses — 
signs of wealth and status, military 
prowess and accomplishment — all 
scream of another time and place. 

The first room holds perhaps the 
most interesting material of the entire 
display. linguist staffs have carved 
wooden tops that depict parables in the 
customs of the Akan, a tribe in Ghana. 
Traditionally heldbythe diplomats and 
intellectual authorities, most linguist 
staffs were intended to inspire awe and 
reinforce the legitimacy of the rulers. 
Atop one staff sit two men at a table. 
A placard explains the staf f s message: 
"The food is for the man who owns it, 
not for the man who is hungry." 

Masks, pendants and gold hoop 
earrings that each weigh over half a 
pound make up the rest of the exhibit. 
One of the five galleries showcases a 
life-size model of a chief as he would 
sit before his people in gold and 
feather regalia. Throughout, large 
photographs and paintings of lead-
ers and village markets provide a 
two-dimensional context for all of the 
sculptures and trinkets. 

If you look beyond the wood, 
earthenware and beading you will 

discover the tumultuous history of a 
rich integration of cultures. Reliefs of 
native African animals adorn velvet 
European-style headdresses. Jewelry 
and amulets incorporate British coin-
age and text from the Quran. It is in-
credible to witness the lasting religious 
and linguistic impact of colonizing 
cultures upon the continent. 

Some objects have even passed 
in the opposite direction, influencing 
the Western image of Africa. You'd 
recognize the jet-black female figures 
if you saw them — stocky bodies with 
enormous flat heads. These fertility 
dolls, or akua'ba, are used by Ashanti 
women to bring luck to a pregnancy. 
You can now buy them as mass-pro-
duced souvenirs in jewelry shops and 
gift stores for about $20. 

Theexhibit reflects America today 
and Europe in the 1800s, the peak of 
the Roman Empire, trade along the 
Congo River and racism in South 
Africa. Every mask, musket and mold 
whispers a line in the story of Africa. 
The organized arrangement of the 
pieces belies the chaos found in the 
world from which they originate. 

Though the images and materials 
differ from one tribe to the next, the 
artwork paints a coherent likeness 
of Africa. It struggles with the gap 
between imperial wealth and prevail-
ing poverty. The leaders depicted 
clamor for political support, hoping 
to legitimize their rule with approval 
from traditional gods and acceptance 
in a modern, capital-driven world. The 
art covets the native territory, treasures 
fruitful women and idolizes strong 
men, yet engages in battles and rituals 
of bloodshed and tragedy. 

The exhibit is a compelling union of 
history and art, expression and culture 
that demands a second glance. 

FIVE-A 12TH ANNUAL CITYWIDE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN ART EXHIBITION 
• On view until Feb. 2 9 in the MFAH, 1 0 0 1 Bissonnet 

• Admission is free with a Rice ID 
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Men's tennis faces early test in No. 24 Miami Sunday at home 
Coming off crucial road wins over No. 10 UNC and No. 20 NC State, Owls prepare to face Arizona today at 1:30 p.m. 

by Casey Miehel 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Pride — one of the many intangibles that 
sports has to offer. For the men's tennis team, 
pride was something they had been lacking, 
especially after their season-opening loss to 
unranked University of Southern Florida Jan. 
27. But with last week's astounding wins over 
North Carolina State University and University 
of North Carolina, two 
teams ranked in the 
top 20 nationally, it is 
safe to say that Wee 
has every reason to 
feel confident. 

T h e Owls , who 
jumped from 41st to 
23rd in the rankings 
Tuesday, now return 
home for their first 
action of the season 
at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. In today 's 
match, Rice will square 
off with the University 
of Arizona at 1:30 p.m. 
T h o u g h u n r a n k e d , 
Arizona is a squad that 
could potentially slow the Owls' momentum — 
the Wildcats have yet to lose a match this year, 
thrashing the likes of Gonzaga University and 
the University of San Francisco on their way to 
a 5-0 record. 

Rice will then host No. 24 University of 
Miami (Fla.) on Sunday at 11 a.m. in a matchup 
of top-25 teams. The Hurricanes boast the No. 
7 player in the nation, Daniel Vallverdu, and the 
18th-ranked doubles pair ofVivek Subramanian 
and David Rosenfeld. 

Rice should have plenty of momentum, espe-
cially after winning both of its road matches last 
week in the deciding third set. Friday in Raleigh, 
N.C., the Owls came out firing in doubles play 
against N.C. State. Sophomore Bruno Rosa and 
junior Tobias Scheil struck first, downing Rob 
Lowe and James McGee 8 4 at No. 3. After Rice 

IN FOCUS: MEN'S TENNIS 
Record: 2-1 

Last week: After losing to unranked 
South Florida to open the season, the 
Owls rebounded with impressive wins 
over No. 20 NC State and No. 10 
UNC to jump to 23rd in the nation. 

What made the difference: Clutch 
performances. Both contests ended 
4-3, with each clinching match 
ending in three sets. 

lost at No. 1, the tandem of sophomore Chong 
Wang and senior Filip Zivojinovic pushed their 
contest with Derek Stephens and Christian Welte 
into a tiebreak. It did not take long for the Rice 
pair to grab the momentum, and they quickly 
won 7-2 to seal the doubles point. 

The tight play in doubles was indicative 
of how singles would fare, as live of the six 
singles matches went into tiebreakers. Stephens 
quickly evened up the score with a 7-6 (6), 6-2 

win over Zivojinovic, 
but sophomore Chris-
toph Miiller, who was 
named C o n f e r e n c e 
USA Player of the 
WeekT uesday, battled 
back from a first-set 
loss to win 2-6,6-3,6-2. 
However, the Wolfpack 
would not be denied— 
Jay Weinacker beat 
No. 45 Ralph Knupfer 
at No. 3 to knot the 
score at 2. 

The seesaw battle 
continued at the top 
of the ladder as Rosa 
gutted out a 4-6, 7-6 
(7), 6-4 win. But before 

the Owls could clinch, Wang dropped a three-
set match, at which point all eyes turned to 
sophomore Dennis Polyakov. 

Polyakov, in his first competition of the sea-
son, could not hang on in the first set against 
Eric Turner and dropped the tiebreaker 8-6. 
Bouncing back with a 6-3 win in the second set, 
Polyakov looked to put the match away with a 
4-1 lead in the third. Turner quickly broke and 
brought the score to 4-3, and was serving at 
40-0 before Polyakov won five straight points 
to go ahead 5-3. 'Hiat resurgence disheartened 
Turner, and Polyakov easily won the final game 
to earn the win for the Owls. 

Assistant coach Ffe Ustundag (Baker '99) 
said the win was a result of the team's frustra-
tion from the loss to South Florida. 

See MEN, page 18 
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Senior Ralph Knupfer's decisive three-set victory clinched a 4-3 win for the Owls over No. 10 UNC 
last Sunday. The triumph came two days after Rice downed No. 20 NC State by the same score. 

Seniors lead women's track at 
Houston Indoor Invitational 

by Natalie Clericuzio 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Before its season began, the 
women's track team knew it would 
have to rely on its seniors if it was 
going to have any success during 
the indoor season, and last week-
end they did not disappoint. Hie 
dynamic senior duo of Lennie Waite 
and Callie Wells grabbed individual 
gold medals in the 800 meters and 
3,000 meters , respectively, to lead 
Wee last weekend at the Houston 
Indoor Invitational. 

Wells' first-place finish resulted 
f r o m h e r s e a s o n - b e s t t ime of 
9 minutes , 42.71 seconds while 
Waite — who also finished fifth in 
the 3,000 — posted a career-best 
time in the 800 with 2:12.83. 

Rice's next competition comes 
tomorrow at the Bayou City Classic, 
held at the University of Houston Ath-
letics/Alumni Center. ITiis venue has 
essentially become a second home to 
the Owls, who have competed there 
now three weeks in a row. 

Tomorrow's meet will be smaller 
than last week's competition, but will 
still provide Rice with an opportunity 
to improve its times before the Con-
ference USA Indoor Championships 
at the end of the month. Sophomore 
Shakera Reece and senior Marissa 
Daniels—the ()wls' top cross country 
runner in the fall—will attempt return 
from injuries this week. 

Al though last weekend ' s meet 
was non-scor ing — both collegiate 

and non-collegiate a th le tes par-
ticipated — the medal-clinching 
p e r f o r m a n c e s f r o m Waite and 
Wells were part of a t rend across 
the Rice track team. Sophomore 
E u n i q u e Hami l ton placed first 
among collegiate compet i tors in 
the high jump with a regional-
qualifying height of 1.73 meters , 
a personal best . 

In addition, sophomore Nicole 
Mericle 's fourth-place finish in the 
800 marked a personal-best t ime for 
her, and fellow sophomore Britney 
Blodget logged four personal bes ts 
in he r five events . F re shman Alli-
son Pye achieved a personal best 
in the 3,000, placing second behind 
Wells with a t ime of 9:47.17. Pye 
was not the only silver-medalist 
for Rice, as s o p h o m o r e Amanda 
Reineck came in second in the 
5,000 at 18:56.68. 

Following her provisional-qual-
ifying weekend two m e e t s ago, 
senior Rachel Greff medaled again 
this weekend, placing second in 
the pole vault with a height of 3.80 
meters. Freshman Ari Ince placed 
a close third at 3.65 meters in her 
collegiate debut. Ince was not the 
only freshman to start the season 
well, as Becky Wade also garnered a 
third-place finish for the Owls in the 
mile with her time of 5:05.28. 

Outside of individual events, Rice 
performed above expectations in the 
relays as well. The Owls won the 
distance relay with a time of 12:09.47 

See UH, page 18 

Swimmers prep for C-USA meet with easy win 
by Tracy Dansker 

THRESHER STAFF 

At a meeting before the start of the 
swim team's meet last Friday against 
the University of New Orleans, head 
coach Seth Huston made an enticing 
offer. Looking to motivate the Owls 
against a weaker opponent, Huston 
promised to give the team an extra day 
off from practice if they accumulated 13 
season-best times during the meet. 

"We presented the team with 
some chal lenges [to try] to get 
season best times," he said. 

Three days after their 131-60 
thrashing of the Privateers, the Owls 
had their day off. 

Rice will now spend the next three 
weeks resting and training for the 
Conference USA Championships, 
which will run Feb. 27 through 
March 1 at the University of Hous-
ton's Natatorium. hist year the Owls 
secured second place but finished 
nearly 300 points behind conference 
champion Southern Methodist Uni-
versity. After falling to the 14th-ranked 
Mustangs on the road last month, 
the Owls hope to overtake them this 
time around. 

However, Rice will still have 
to contend with Eastern Carolina 
University and UH, which finished 
third and fourth, respectively, at the 
conference title meet last year. 

" f U H ] was one of our biggest 
competitors last year and the year be-
fore, but we beat them [this yearl so 
they're really not much of a worry," 
Kirchhoff, a co-captain, said. "It's 
going to be SMU and ECU, Iwhich] 
was really close to us last year." 

In order to earn a first- or second-

place finish, Rice will need to obtain 
a few more season-best times, much 
like last Friday. Ten swimmers in eight 
different events notched 13 season-
best times as the Owls won all but 
one event against New Orleans. These 
swimmers include juniors Caitlin 
Warner, Skylar Craig and Kirchhoff, 

sophomores Angela Wo, Allyson 
Lemay and Justine Lin and freshmen 
Sarah Korellis, Ashten Ackerman, Kait 
Chura and Karen Gerken. Wo also set 
a personal-best time of 58.33 seconds 
in the 100-yard backstroke. 

"We're excited," Hallmark said. 
See SWIM, page 18 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday, Feb. 8 
•Men's Tennis vs. Arizona 
1:30 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Saturday, Feb. 9 
•Women's Basketball vs. Tulsa 
5 p.m. — Sharp Gym 

•Women's Track at Bayou City Classic 
All Day — UH Athletics/Alumni Center 

Sunday, Feb. 10 
• Men's Tennis vs. Miami (Fla.) 
11 a.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Wednesday, Feb. 13 

• Men's Basketball vs. UAB 
7 p.m. — Reliant Arena 

•Women's Tennis vs. Stephen F. Austin 
3 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Thursday, Feb. 14 
•Women's Basketball at Tulane 
7 p.m. — New Orleans, La. 
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Winless weekend worsens women's basketball's woeful season 
by Justin Hudson 

THRESHER STAFF 

The women's basketball team 
was unable to close the first half 
of Conference USA play on a high 
note last weekend, dropping a 
pair of games to the University 
of Alabama-Birmingham and the 
University of Memphis. 

But even though Rice (8-14, 1-7 
C-USA) is tied for last in the confer-
ence, help is on the way. Senior cen-
ter Valeriya Berezhynska, who has 
been out since early January with 
an ankle injury, returned last night 
when the Owls took on Southern 
Methodist University at Sharp Gym 
on the campus of Houston Baptist 
University. Berezhynska is the 
team's leading scorer and rebound-
er, and her presence will benefit a 
team that is last in offense during 
conference season. 

Rice will complete its homestand 
tomorrow as it hosts the University 
of Tulsa at 2 p.m. in Hofheinz Pa-
vilion on the University of Houston 
campus . The Golden Hurr icane 
(9-12, 5-3 C-USA) has one of the 
s taunchest defenses in the confer-
ence, allowing a paltry 61.1 points 
per game. 

For head coach Greg Williams 
( H a n s z e n '70) , B e r e z h y n s k a ' s 
re turn will begin what he hopes 

will be a successful turnaround for 
the team. 

"[We will] get Berezhynska 
back in, start getting our rotation 
down a little bit [and] hopefully 
we can have a strong second half 
and get ready for some kind of 
run in the [C-USA] tournament," 
Williams said. 

Last Friday in Birmingham, Ala., 
the Owls were unable to overcome 
early foul trouble and turnovers as 
they lost to UAB, 76-64. Two days 
later in Memphis, Tenn., Rice held 
the lead for most of the second half, 
but fell victim to a decisive 11-0 
Tiger run down the stretch and 
lost 62-56. 

The Owls started out their con-
test with UAB (10-11,6-2 C-USA) in 
the worst possible way. First, senior 
point guard Kadie Riverin picked 
up her second foul just under four 
minutes into the first half. With 
sophomore point guard Shyrelle 
H o m e out with a shoulder injury, 
Williams had no choice but to use 
two freshmen shooting guards, Brit-
tany Hudson and Memri Carmon, 
at the point. 

With two inexperienced guards 
running the offense, the Owls were 
forced into 13 turnovers during the 
half. The Blazers scored 18 points off 
turnovers and logged 26 points in the 
paint as Rice turnovers turned into 

easy UAB layups. The Blazers went 
on to shoot 64 percent in the half as 
they ran out to a 41-27 lead. 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 
Record: 8-14,1-7 C-USA 

Last week: The Owls dropped 
a pair of road games with 
UAB and Memphis. 

What made the difference: 
Turnovers and early foul 
trouble spelled doom for Rice 
against UAB, while an 11-0 
Tiger run late in the second 
half sealed the Owls' fate 
against Memphis. 

But even with the early struggles, 
the Owls shot 40 percent in the 
half thanks to f reshman forward 
Morgan Mayse and senior forward 
Tiffany Loggins. Mayse ended the 
first half with seven points and 
seven rebounds, while I^oggins tal-
lied nine points on 4-6 shooting in a 
reserve role. 

The UAB lead grew to as many as 
22 in the second half, but Rice closed 
the gap during the last 10 minutes of 

the game. Riverin hit two free throws 
to start a 13-2 run that brought the 
Owls within 11 with about five min-
utes left. But Rice was not able to get 
any closer — UAB made 10 of its 12 
free throw attempts during the final 
5:03 to hold on for the win. 

"We made a run in the second half 
and played hard all the way through, 
so [that] was an improvement," Riv-
erin said. "But we were just down too 
much to come back." 

Despite the loss, a few bright 
spots shone through. Mayse had 
career h ighs with 17 points and 13 
rebounds en route to her second 
career double-double, and Riverin 
was able avoid foul trouble in the 
second half to score a game high 20 
points on 6-8 shooting from the field. 
Riverin's free throw at the 14:17 
mark in the second half gave he r 
1,000 points for her career, making 
her one of only 14 Owls to achieve 
that mark. 

Riverin then played the full 40 
minu te s two days la ter aga ins t 
M e m p h i s in an a t tempt to give 
the Owls the offensive spark they 
needed. She again scored 20 points, 
this time on 8-16 shooting from the 
field. Loggins also had 15 points 
in he r new role off the bench , and 
r e d s h i r t junior gua rd M a u d e s s 
Fulton, who broke out of a shoot-
ing s lump with a 4-9 night f rom the 

field and 10 points along with nine 
rebounds, helped lead the way for 
the Owls. The game was a back and 
forth affair throughout the first half 
and the beginning of the second, 
but with 8:01 remaining it looked 
as if the Owls gained a five-point 
lead and looked poised to run away 
with the game. 

However, the Tigers came roar-
ing back with a run that all but sealed 
the loss for the Owls. Jessica Hall 
scored seven straight points over 
the next 1:14 help the T igers go on 
an 11-0 run that swung the momen-
tum in the their favor. Twice within 
the last three minutes Rice cut the 
Memphis lead down to th ree points, 
but both times the Tigers responded 
with timely buckets . With 2:52 left, 
Memphis center Jessica Jackson hit 
a line drive 18-footer that s tunned 
the Owls. 

Despite the p e r f o r m a n c e s of 
Riverin, I^oggins and Fulton, Rice 
s t ruggled f rom the field against 
Memphis. The Owls shot 32 percent 
in both halves, and missed numerous 
scoring opportunities. 

"It was a very winnable game 
[and] we're disappointed that we 
lost," Williams said. "We didn't fin-
ish shots. We had some really good 
fast break opportunities [and] we 
attacked their press well — we just 
didn't convert some easy buckets." 

Seminoles sweep women to end win streak Two-sport stars' sprint efforts 
propel men's track to victories by Rhodes Coffey 

THRESHER STAFF 

If last week 's Super Bowl was 
any type of fo reshadowing , the 
w o m e n ' s t e n n i s t eam probab ly 
realized the difficulties in attain-
ing perfect ion. After a pair of road 
losses to Florida State University 
and Texas A&M University, Rice's 
hope for a per fec t season came 
to an end. However, the team did 
not come away winless on its road 
swing, beating No. 75 Jacksonville 
University last Sunday. 

Looking ahead to this weekend, 
Rice travels to Starkville, Miss., today 
to face Mississippi State University 
at 1:30 p.m. and the University of 
Alabama Sunday at noon. Although 
both squads are unranked, the Owls 
will have to contend with No. 67 
Renee Joseph, who is the top player 
for the Bulldogs. 

Since Rice faces so few ranked 
opponents in its upcoming schedule, 
head coach Roger White said the 
Owls will need to capitalize against 
their soft opponents. 

"Just believing that [winning] is 
doable is a huge thing," White said. 

"We don't have as many big bites 
at the apple this year at the top-tier 
teams. We really need to take ad-
vantage of it." 

T h e t o u g h e s t s t r e t ch of the 
season s tar ted last weekend as 
No. 74 Rice was swept 7-0 by No. 21 
FSU. The 21st-ranked Seminoles 
came out strong, capturing all three 
doubles matches to earn the first 
point. Maintaining that momentum, 
FSU made quick work of the Owls 
and finished all singles matches in 
straight sets. 

While the Semino le s played 
well, Rice came into the match 
shor thanded , having only seven 
available p layers on the roster . 
Senior Christ ine Dao and fresh-
man Varsha Shiva-Shankar have 
both su f fe red minor in jur ies in 
the past couple of weeks and have 
traded off playing t ime to recover. 
Dao tried playing aga ins t FSU 
but withdrew after the Seminoles 
clinched the win. 

Despite the lopsided loss, the 
Owls focused on t ry ing to salvage 
a victory in the Sunshine State. On 
Sunday, the team star ted quickly 
against Jacksonville with an 8-0 

Owl Days 
Needs You! 
TO DESIGN A T-SHIRT LOGO! 

Should Incorporate "Owl Days 2008" 

• PRIZES: 

- Free Shirt (with 
your design on it!) 

- Gift Card 

- Immortality 
(pending 
administration 
approval) 

- Deadline: Feb. 19 

n \r^ r • s u b m i s s i o n s & 

r v l V ^ L Q U E S T I O N S : 
S T U DEN f _ Kevin (kms2@) 
ADMISSION 
C O U N C I L - Jenni (jdc@) 

victory in doubles by sophomore 
Julie Chao and junior Dominique 
Karas . Senior T i f f any Lee and 
sophomore Rebecca Lin then fol-
lowed suit with an 8-3 t r iumph to 
seal the doubles point. 

In singles, Chao and Lee de-
molished Lena Willi and Tatiana 
Soldatova, respectively, by scores of 
6-1, 6-1. Lee and junior Emily Braid, 
who was studying abroad in the fall, 
then prevailed to give the Owls a 5-2 
dual match win. 

H a v i n g spl i t r o a d m a t c h e s 
against their Florida opponents , 
Rice re tu rned home Wednesday 
to face 27th-ranked Texas A&M. 
The Owls looked sluggish against 
the tough Aggies, dropping the 
doubles point with victories in the 
first two matches . 

Singles did not fare much bet-
ter. Dao had to withdraw after re-
aggravating her shoulder injury, and 
Braid dropped her match 4-6, 0-6 to 
put the Owls in a tough spot. 

But the contest was not over. 
Karas, Lee and Lin all notched 
key victories to tie it up. Chao, 
ranked 99th in the nation, took 
on Anna Blagadorova, who was 
ranked as high as No. 23 in the 
fall. Blagadorova honed in and 
focused on hitting spots, grazing 
the line multiple t imes to pick up 
momentum-shif t ing points. 

Chao managed to come from 
behind to take a 5-4 lead in the first 
set, but could not pull off crucial 
points in long rallies and ended 
up dropping the set. Blagadorova 
then picked up steam in the second 
set and took the match 7-5, 6-1 to 
clinch the victory for the Aggies. 
The loss dropped the Owls to 3-2 on 
the year, while Texas A&M moved 
to 3-0 this season. 

by Brody Rollins 
THRESHER STAFF 

In what was a welcome change, 
the senior sprinting trio of Gary An-
derson, JonTurnerand Bubba Heard 
carried the men's track and field team 
last weekend at the University of 
Houston Indoor Invitational. 

Rice, a squad that typically gets 
very little production out of its 
sprinters during the indoor season, 
can expect more of a boost in that 
a rea—Turner . Heard and Anderson 
are all in great shape after playing 
football in the fall, and the work they 
have done in the past few weeks 
should begin to show in the Owls' 
next meet, the Husky Invitational 
Feb. 16 in Seattle, Wa. 

Although there was little r iding 
on last week 's races, overall, the 
Owls came out with a hot s tar t 
behind Turne r , who grabbed a win 
in the 60 me te r s with a personal-
best time of 6.86 seconds , just .06 
seconds ahead UH's Ed Turner . His 
time was .02 seconds faster than 
two weeks ago, when he finished 
in second place at the Leonard 
Hilton Memorial on the UI1 cam-
pus. In addition, T u r n e r tu rned 
in a fourth place finish in the 200 
mete r s with a time of 22.51, which 
was also .02 seconds faster than his 
previous finish. 

Heard kept the momentum going, 
coming in first place in the 200with a 
time of 21.99 to defend his title from 
two weeks ago when he won with a 
time of 22.12. Anderson also placed 
fifth in the 60 hurdles with a personal-
best time of 8.22 and seventh in the 
200 with a time of 22.49. 

Anderson's success should come 
as no surprise to his teammates, as 
last year he recorded the Owls'fastest 
indoor time in the 60 and the second-
fastest time in the 200. This year he 
has added the hurdles, which looked 
to be a weakness for the team at the 
beginning of the season. 

Sophomore Phillip Adam also 
contributed to Rice's success last 
weekend when he scored a school-
record 5,113 points in the heptathlon, 
an impressive 298 points ahead of the 
second-place finisher and just short of 
the NCAA provisional mark of 5,300. 
And, though he will not compete in the 
heptathlon at the Husky Invitational, 
he will be ready for the Conference 
USA championships three weeks 
from today. 

In other events, freshman Ugo 
Nduaguba placed second in the 
triple jump with a total of 48 feet, two 
inches and the pole vaulting duo of 
sophomore Jason Colwick and fresh-
man Shea Kearney finished third 
and fourth with vaults of 16-2.75 and 
15-09, respectively. 

Senior Charles Hampton also 
competed last weekend, finishing 
11th overall and topping all Rice run-
ners in the 3,000 in only his second 
distance event of the year. Hampton 
had missed the entire cross country 
season due to a back injury, so his 
high finish came as a pleasant sur-
prise to teammates. 

"Charles was a real big surprise 
in the 3,000, which was real nice to 
see," junior Aaron Robson said. "It's 
exciting to see him improving week 
to week and if he keeps going like 
this he should be in really good shape 
come championship time." 

WOMEN'S TENNIS UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
Opponent Date 

Mississippi St. Today 

Alabama Feb. 10 

Stephen F. Austin Feb. 13 

Texas Feb. 15 

Northeastern St. Feb. 16 

LSU Feb. 20 

Sam Houston St. Feb. 22 

TAMU-CC Feb. 23 

Cal State-Northridge March 3 

UT-Pan American March 8 

Location 

Starkville, Miss. 

Starkville, Miss. 

Jake Hess 

Jake Hess 

Jake Hess 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Jake Hess 

Jake Hess 

Northridge, Calif. 

Jake Hess 

Time 

1:30 p.m. 

Noon 

3 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

10 a.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

History 

First meeting 

Alabama leads 3-2 

Rice leads 9-0 

Texas leads 19-0 

First meeting 

LSU leads 5-4 

Rice leads 14-0 

Rice leads 4-0 

First meeting 

Rice leads 5-0 
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Men's basketball drops road contests against ECU and Tulane 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHERSTAFF 

At the beginning of the season, 
the men's basketball team knew 
that it would go through the grow-
ing pains that young and inexperi-
enced teams often do. But no one 
expected things to get this bad. 
Before facing conference rivals Tu-
lane University and Eastern Caroli-
na University last week, the team's 
leading scorer and rebounder, se-
nior forward Paulius Packevicius, 
suffered a knee injury last Friday 
during practice and is expected to 
miss at least a month of action. 

In Packevicius' absence, Rice 

(3-18, 0-8 Conference USA) lost its 
tenth straight game to Tulane (15-7, 
5-3 C-USA), falling by a score of 84-
77 Saturday night at the "Merrell 
Center in Katy, Texas. Four days 
later, the Owls headed on the road 
still in search of their first confer-
ence win only to be greeted rudely 
with a 64-45 loss at the hands of ECU 
(8-12,2-5 C-USA). 

The Owls, who are dead last in the 
conference in scoring offense, will 
now head to Dallas to take on South-
ern Methodist University tomorrow 
at 7 p.m.. The Mustangs (7-14, 1-8 
C-USA) have also struggled this sea-
son — currently holding the second-
worst scoring offense in C-USA 

Head coach Willis Wilson (Will 
Rice '82) believes that the improved 
play of his team and the favorable 
upcoming schedule should end the 
Owls' 11-game losing streak. 

"In so many instances, we've 
been our own undoing," Wilson said. 
"We're playing better basketball but 
we're not playing good enough to win 
just yet. We haven't been affected by 
crowds or affected by venues." 

Rice's offensive woes were de-
layed for a bit last Saturday. Rice 
grabbed a 21-16 lead against Tulane 
midway through the first half on a 
layup by freshman forward Sulei-
man Braimoh. However, the Green 
Wave quickly gained traction and 

outscored the Owls 23-12 over the 
rest of the half to take a six-point lead 
into halftime. 

In the second half the Owls 
battled back and found themselves 
down 42-41 after a layup by freshman 
guard Bryan Beasley. But the Green 
Wave proceeded to go on a W) run, 
which was enough to pull away and 
seal the 84-77 victory. 

Despite the defeat, Wilson said 
he believes his team played as well 
as they have all season. 

"It was one of our most complete 
games of the year, considering the 
circumstances," Wilson said. "I'm 
extremely proud of the way the guys 
played [...] We just couldn't make 

shots down the stretch." 
However, the contest with ECU 

on Wednesday was anything but 
complete. Instead, a lack of a legiti-
mate offensive threat plagued the 
Owls, who failed to keep up with 
ECU's 12-1 run in the middle of the 
first half. The Pirates' lead swelled 
to 27-14, and they would go into the 
half with a 33-21 advantage. 

The Owls went on a brief 7-0 run 
in the second half, as junior guard 
Rodney Foster nailed a three-point-
er and fellow junior forward Aleks 
Perka put in a layin to cut the lead 
to 46-37 with eight minutes left. The 
Pirates then pulled away en route to 
"the blowout victory. 

IN FOCUS: FOOTBALL RECRUITS 
Name Position Height Weight 
Eric Ball Offensive Line 6'3" 270 lbs. 

Jarrett Ben Defensive Back 5'10" 160 lbs. 

Derek Clark Wide Receiver 6'2" 170 lbs. 

John Gioffre Defensive Line 6 '1" 293 lbs. 

Clay Hebert Offensive Line 6'3" 290 lbs. 

Chris Jammer Defensive Back 6 '1" 175 lbs. 

Ryan Lewis Quarterback 6'3" 200 lbs. 

Roddy Maginot Wide Receiver 5 ' ICT 170 lbs. 

Kyle Martens Punter/Kicker 6'6" 190 lbs. 

Stefan Nazar Offensive Line 6 '5" 290 lbs. 

Michael Patterson Wide Receiver 5 ' i r 170 lbs. 

Michael Smith Defensive Line 6*1" 270 lbs. 

Shane Turner Running Back 5'9" 170 lbs. 

Denzel Wells Wide Receiver 5 ' i r 180 lbs. 

Xavier Webb Defensive Back 5 '11" 200 lbs. 

Jared Williams Tight End 6'3" 230 lbs. 

Luke Willson Tight End 6 '5" 240 lbs. 

Football nets talented Texans on signing day 
by Nathan Bledsoe 

THRESHER STAFF 

The football team effectively be-
gan its 2008 season last Wednesday 
as its signing class of 17 athletes was 
announced. The class features two 
members of the Houston Chronicle's 
'Texas Top 100" — running back 
Shane Turner and defensive back 
Xavier Webb. 

Turner, a product of Cy-Falls 
High School in Houston, is arguably 
the Owls' top-ranked recruit — he 
is ranked 28th in the nation among 
all-purpose backs according to scout, 
com. Webb, a dual-threat at quarter-
back during his high school days 
in Montgomery, Ala., will switch to 
safety with the Owls. Both players 
should bring much-needed quick-
ness and agility to the roster. 

"When we started, we knew we 
wanted to increase the athleticism 
of this team, we wanted to increase 
our speed, we wanted to increase our 
size, and we think he fits our needs," 

Bailiff said. 
For the second year in a row Rice 

recruited north of the border, this 
time bringing in two commitments 
from Canadian players. Stefan Nazar 
and Luke Willson bring size to the 
offensive line — both are six feet, 
five inches. However, Willson, a 
tight end, may still have to adjust to 
American football. 

"We'vegot to teach [Willson] some 
American rules," Bailiff said. "He's 
running to wards the line of scrimmage 
before the ball is snapped—well have 
to retool that a little bit." 

Rice's Canadian connection is 
in part due to new running backs 
coach D a r r y l P a t t e r s o n , who 
played for several years in the 
Canadian Football League and 
still maintains several contacts in 
the country. 

Only two other incoming players 
hail from out-of-state, but they are 
two of the most interesting members 
of this year's class. Punter/kicker 
Kvle Martens comes to Rice from 

Spearfish, S.D., as the seventh-
ranked punter in the nation. Ryan 
Lewis, a quarterback from Baton 
Rouge, La., attended Catholic High 
School—the same school as former 
Rice offensive coordinator and cur-
rent Texas running backs coach 
Major Applewhite. 

The remaining recruits all hail 
from Texas, including nine from 
the Houston area. Defensive line-
man John Gioffre comes in as a 
well-rounded athlete—he currently 
ranks second in the state in his wres-
tling weight class, and is currently 
undefeated and unscored upon. 

One recruit has particularly im-
pressive bloodlines. Corner Chris 
Jammer from Sweeney, Texas, is 
the cousin of former Rice pitcher 
Kenny Baugh, University of Texas-
El Paso wide receivej; Johnnie Lee 
Higgins Jr. and former University 
of Texas defensive back Quentin 
Jammer, who is currently playing 
for the National Football League s 
San Diego Chargers. 

m 

V A GOURMET BURRiTO. 
IT'S KENDA LIKE A 
LUXURY PICKUP TRUCK. 

M E X I C A N G R I L L 

T A N N I N <5. D R Y D E N 
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From page 15 
and placed second in the 4x400with a 
time of3:48.86, helped by sophomore 
Sarah Lyons' first-leg lead. 

After this past weekend's meet, 
head coach Jim Bevan feels the 
team is where it needs to be at this 
point in the season, especially in 
relation to last year's Conference 
USA title season. 

"We're ahead of we were last year at 
this time, as a whole," Bevan said. 

From page 15 
"Things look good. This meet [... ] 
started the ball rolling and got 
the momentum going for the next 
three weeks." 

Other impressive swims that 
scored crucial points for Rice in-
cluded senior Brittany Massengale's 
first-place finishes in the 200- and 
500-freestyle. Following her lead 
in the 200, junior Carly Miller and 
sophomore Pam Zelnick took second 

and third place, respectively. Mas-
sengale did not make an appearance 
in the 1,000-freestyle, but the duo of 
Warner and Gerken managed to land 
the top two spots for the Owls. The 
50-freestyle was dominated by junior 
Diane Gu and sophomore Megan 

Land, who also took the top two spots 
in the event In the 100-freestyle, Gu 
was barely edged out by Zelnick, 
where the Owls went one-two as 
well. Rice then dominated the relays, 
sweeping every one. 

Kirchhoff said the team's success 

derived from the team-first mentality. 
"If somebody doesn't do as well 

as they want to then it's the next 
person's responsibility to get up and 
set the tone," Kirchhoff said. "It's 
not individual races, you swim every 
individual race as a team." 
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FREE 
PRACTICE 

TEST How would you 
score on test day? 
Take a free Practice 
Test and And out! 

Saturday, February 16,h 

1 0 : 0 0 A M I Registration begins at 9:30 S p a c e j s ym j t e c | 

O n c a m p u s a t R i c e U n i v e r s i t y ! Register today! 

1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com/practice 

Kaplan. The smarter way to prep. 

"Test rum<?s are registered trademarks of »h*»ir reswidhtf owners. PGR01607 
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DEI AN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Sophomore Justine Lin swims backstroke at last Friday's meet against New Orleans. The Owls demolished the struggling 
Privateers 131-60 in Rice's final home meet of the year, and will now prepare for the C-USA Championships in three weeks. 

Urban Immersion 2008 
An intensive, service-oriented summer 

program designed to introduce new 
Rice students to the urban issues, 
social needs, and cultural diversity 

of Houston. 

Coordinators will work together to shape the focus 
of this year's program, plan service projects, 
organize meetings with community leaders & social 
service agencies, and explore possibilities for 
entertainment & dining. 

We seek s t u d e n t s who a r e c r e a t i v e , t a k e 
i n i t i a t i v e , and demonst ra te d e d i c a t i o n t o 

s e r v i c e & s o c i a l i s s u e s . 

For a complete description of the program & to 
fill out an application, please visit: 

www.rice.edu/service 
Coordinators will be compensated up to $600 or will 
receive summer campus housing (May, June, and half of 
July). Assistance can also be provided to help find 
complementary campus jobs. 

DEADLINE for applications is 5-00pm on Friday, February 29. 

TENNIS 
From page 15 

"It was just a matter of guys 
responding from a really, really bad 
start," he said. "There were a couple 
of question marks, and the team really 
did a fabulous job of responding to it. 
1... I They took responsibility for it and 
came out really, really fired up." 

While this match was emotion-
ally tiring, the Owls did not seem 
fatigued as they faced IJNC two 
days later at Chapel Hill, N.C. Again, 
strong doubles play set the tone for 
the rest of the match. At the No. 1 
position, Miiller and Knupfer met 
their toughest competition of the 
year: Taylor Fogleman and Chris 
Kearney, ranked No. 3 in the nation. 
After the Owls and Tar Heels split 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 45 ECU 64 
Feb. 6, 2008 — Greenville. N.C. 

Rice 
ECU 

21 24 — 45 
33 31 — 64 

Rice (3-18, 0-8 C-USA) 
Foster 412,0-0 11, Britton 2-13,5-89, Saunders 3-9, 
1-2 7, Perka 3-8,0-0 6, Beasley B. 2-4.0-0 4. Ghoram 
1-3,1-2 3, Szalay 12 , 0 0 3, Braimoh 1-2, 0 0 2. 
Totals: 17 59, 7-14 45. 

ECU (8-12, 2-5 C-USA) 
Legan 6-15, 2-2 17, Hinnant 5-11, OO 15, Blair 2-5, 
5-8 9, Wynn 2-2, 
Totals: 22 48, 29-43, 77. 

Three point goals — Rice 4-7 (Foster, 3-6, Szalay 1-1); 
ECU 9-25 (Legan 3-10, Hinnant 5-8, Jenkins 1-2). 

the other two doubles matches, the 
German duo battled Fogleman and 
Kearney into a tiebreaker, and, just as 
Zivojinovic and Wang had done two 
days prior, the Owls took it 7-2. 

The Tar Heels rebounded with 
wins at Nos. 5 and 6 before Rosa and 
Miiller grabbed wins of their own. 
And to secure the victory, Knupfer 
finally earned his first singles win 
of the year, dropping Kearney 5-7, 
6-2, 6-4. 

Ustundag noted that after the 
team's disheartening loss to I JSF, last 
week's matches brought newfound 
confidence to the team. 

"What we didn't see the week 
before was when we were down a 
set we didn't fight back — we rolled 
over," he said. "This t ime the guys 
actually showed some pride, and 
that 's really what it came down to: 
playing with pride. Nobody quit." 

4, Talbert 4, Beasley P 3. Beasley B 3. Foster 2. 
Braimoh 2. Sazlay 1); ECU 36 (Blair 11, Wynn 5, Field 
5. Abrams 4, Farmer 3, Jenkins 3, Evans 2. Joyner 1, 
Young 1. Legan 1). 

Assists — Rice 11 (Foster 5, Ghoram 2. Britton 2. 
Beasley B. 2); ECU 17 (Young 6. Jenkins 5. Farmer 
2. Blair 1, Legan 1). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 56 MEMPHIS 62 
Feb. 3. 2008 — Memphis, Tenn. 

Rice 2 5 3 1 — 5 6 

Memphis 2 4 3 8 — 6 2 

Rice (8-14,1-7 C-USA) 
Riverin 8-16,4-5 20, Fulton 4-9 2-2 10, Loggms 5-15, 
2-2 15, Mayse 3-11. 0 1 6, Watts 2 9. 1-2 5. 
Totals: 22 68. 9 14 56. 

Memphis (6-15, 3-5 C-USA) 
Winchell 6-15. 5-6 18, Jennings 3-7, 8-8 15. Leonard 
5 14. 0-1 10, Thornton 2 7, 2 2 6, Ellis 3-3, 0-0 6, 
Jackson 1-4,0-0 2, Winchell 1-6, 0 0 2. 
Totals. 22 67, 1619 62. 

Three-point goals — Rice 3-12 (Loggins 3-6): Memphis 
2-12 (Jennings 1-3, Hall 1-5). 

Rebounds — Rice 42 (Watts 10, Fulton 9, Log 
gins 6. Riverin 5. Carter 4, Loggins 4, Hudson 2): 
Memphis 52 (Thornton 10, Leonard 7. Jennings 
5, Hall 5, Ellis 5, Bullard 5, Copeland 5. Jackson 
5, Winchell 1). 

Assists — Rice 12 (Watts 6, Riverin 3, Fulton 3); 
Memphis 9 (Winchell 3, Leonard 2, Hall 2, Thornton 
1, Bullard 1). 

Rebounds — Rice 29 (Britton 5, Saunders 5, Ghoram These boxscores brought to you by: Cookie dough 

http://www.rice.edu/service
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feb. 8 - 1 5 

FRIDAY & 
OWLtastic 27th 

Fast Warp's OwlCon starts 
tonight at 6 p.m. in the RMC 
and runs all day for the rest of 
the weekend. Piqued? You 
can check it qut for free; and if 
you decide you want in, it's all 
half-priced for Rice students, 
faculty and staff. Go to www. 
owlcon.com for more info and 
see what catches your eye in this 
list dealer rooms, movie rooms, 
board games, card games, 
role-playing games, miniature 
painting, live-action role-playing 
(LARP). Official hours: Friday, 
6 p.m. - 1 a.m. Saturday, 
10 am. - 1 a.m. Sunday, 
9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

"Startling erotic film" 
That's a description of 
Lust, Caution, the first film to 
show in this year's Asian Film 
Festival. It will play following the 
Opening Night Reception in the 
VADA Gallery of the Rice Media 
Center. Yu Lihua, a novelist and 
friend of Eileen Chang, on whose 
novel the movie is based, will dis-
cuss the adaptation. The Recep-
tion starts at 6:30 p.m. I predict, 
based on two-hour standard run 
times, that Lust, Caution will start 
around 7:15 p.m. 

Like a quartet but with five? 
All, "quintet." Actors from 
the London Stage, a quintet 
hailing from some of Britain's 
most prestigious theatres, will 
perform something having to do 
with Shakespeare tonight and 
tomorrow 7:30 p.m. in Hamman 
Hall. You've already missed the 
Thursday show, but you've got 
two more chances. At this point, 
it's probably not worth calling, 
but ticket info is available at (713) 
34H4005. It's not free. Sorry. 

SATURDAY 

Think aboot it 
Arche, Rice's inaugural under-
graduate philosophy confer-
ence, starts today. Eight un-
dergraduates from universities 
across America present their 
ideas on philosophy, ranging 
from Aristotle to other things. 
Talks run at 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m and 2-5 p.m. on Saturday 
and 10 a.m. - noon on Sunday, 
all in HUMA 117. For more 
info, email burstenj@rice.edu 
or go to philosophy.rice.edu 
and click "News" then "Under-
graduate Conference." 

Beagle by Beagle-west 
Odds are if you're attending Hous-
ton Darwin Day 2008, you got the 
reference. If not, go to Anderson 
Bio Labs 131 from 2-5:30 p.m. 
today and ask someone there. 
Hosted by the Secular Students of 
Rice, Darwin Day celebrates Eras-
mus Darwin's famous grandson, 
Charles (the guy who wrote On 
the Origin of Species). Even if you 
don't buy into the theory of evolu-
tion, the guy led a pretty interest-
ing life you could learn about 

WELL HUNg 
(I didn't C9me up with that. 
It's totally official.) One night 
only at Winter Street Studios 
(2101 Winter St.), see the 
work of local Houston art 
handlers from 5-9 p.m. No 
charge for tickets. For more 
info, call (713) 862-0082. 

Life In PLASTIC, it's fantastic! 
The sophomore Archis' an-
nual Archi-Arts fundraiser 
is tonight from 10 p.m. - 2 
a.m. at the Meridian (1503 
Chartres). Put your money to 
good use; after all, someone's 
going to Paris on your dollar. 
You've got one day left (i.e. 
right now) to get your t-shirt 
and ticket for $10 each from 
your local Archi representa-
tive or you can get tickets for 
$13 at the door. Shuttles will 
run from somewhere on cam-
pus (usually the Sallyport) 
to the Meridian — for free. 
Let's recap — Theme: Plastic. 
Tickets: $10 now, $13 at the 
door. Shirts: $10 now $? later. 
Time: 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. Place: 
The Meridian. Why: Because 
Archis want/need to go to 
Paris, France. 

SUNDAY 

Totoro! 
It's a classic. One of four movies 
that are part of the Asian Film 
Festival, hosted by the VADA 
Dept., Rice Cinema and the Rice 
Players. They play Saturday at 
3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m in Rice 
Media Center Film Auditorium. 
My Neighbor Totoro plays today 
at 3:30 p.m. and Deepa Mehta's 
Earth follows at 6 p.m. Tickets 
aren't free but I don't know the 
exact price. But that just adds a 
little excitement to your life, so 
I'm not too broken up over it. 

WEDNESDAY J O 

78 Days, actually 
In theory, you now have exactly 
1(X) days to celebrate with your 
senior friends. Commemorate 
the night at 100 Days. It's at the 
Roc Bar —530 Texas Ave., an easy 
walk from the Preston light rail 
stop — 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. Eighteen 
and up only, $10 at the door. Cur-
rent Rice students get a free ride 
back to campus with a Rice ID. 
(There are already more than 400 
people attending this event, i.e. 
it's going to roc.) 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 
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ACADEMY AWARD N O M I N A T I O N 

B E S T AIM I IVl A T E D F E A T U R E 

f- •' "LIKE N O T H I N G YOU'VE EVER SEEN!" ? 
-IVter Trovers, ROLLING STONl 

P E R S E P O L I S 
A FILM BY MARJANE SATRAPI AND VINCENT PARONNAUD 
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THURSDAY 14 
SEX Panic and the 
Punitive State 

It's a lecture by Roger Lancaster, 
a Professor of Anthropology and 
Cultural Studies from George 
Mason University. If the word 
"SEX" caught your eye, you 
should go to Sewall Hall 570 
from 12:15—1 p.m. Maybe 
someone will explain why that 
happened. 

Shrouded in mystery 
Once again, 1 present to you a 
mystery: What is I Love You, 
You're Perfect, Now Change 
actually about? I leave that ques-
tion to you. The most surefire 
way to answer that question is 
probably to go to Lovett tonight, 
tomorrow or Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and see whatever-it-is (my mon-
ey is on "musical with romantic 
overtones"). Other than that, 
you're on your own here. 

Crush'd 
Find your perfect match with 
RPC's Crush Survey. Twenty 
easy questions gets you your 
top matches at Rice! Fill it 
out at mymeetsheet.com/ 
CrushSurvey_08 before 
9 p.m., Feb. 13. Stop by Willy's 
Pub in the RMC from 
10 p.m. - 2 a.m. to get your 
results and do Valentines-y stuff. 

GOT ONE 
n n n i o F H n H 

THESE? 

FRIDAY 

More talks by people 
"China and the World: The 
Enigma of Transnational 
Contact." By Jonathan Spence, 
Sterling Professor of History, 
Yale University. Shell Audito-
rium, McNair Hall, 4-6 p.m. 

o n I 
dPNl 

Do you want to make a difference 
after you graduate? 

Apply online by 
February 29 

O n - C a m p u s 

Informat ion Sess ion 
As a City Hall Fellow, you get 
to be part of local policy 
decisions, from creation to 
evaluation to implementation. 

Tuesday 
February 12 

4 pm 

Miner Lounge, 
RMC/Ley 

g Student Center 

Our fellowship is 

PAID 
FULL-TIME 

12 MONTHS LONG 
NON-PARTISAN 

2008-2009 Host Cities 

Houston, TX & San Francisco, CA 

H A L L 

F E L L O W S 
www.cityhalifeliows.org 

mailto:burstenj@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://WWW.PERSEPOLISMOVIE.COM
http://www.cityhalifeliows.org
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Hey ladies, looking for a Valentine's Day date? 
Well look no further! Mistress Lily has all the hunky men 
you could ever want, right here in the Thresher office. 
So take Mistress Lily's patented match-maker quiz 
and see which Thresher editorial staff member is your 
Mr. Right. Screw the RPC dating quiz, take this one now! 

1. What is your idea of a perfect 
first date? 

a. Football and wings, followed 
by U.S. Presidential trivia. 

b. See the dinosaurs at the mu-
seum, followed by dinner at 
a restaurant that's fancy, but 
not fancy shmancy. 

c. First-and-a-half base: under 
shirt, over bra. 

d. Cuddling. 

2. It's that special moment in a 
relationship. Your date looks 
deep into your eyes and says... 

a. I'm the ghost of 
Sam Houston. 

b. Boobies? 
c. Fuck! 

d. Nothing. He just looks adorable. 

3. What is your idea of the per-
fect Valentine's Day gift? 

a. A copy of: The Making of a 
President: 1964 

b. Something from Tiffany's 
c. A personalized drawing 
d. Fuzz. 

5. Its a private party, what's 
your drink of choice? 

a. Party? Sleep time. 
b. Tom Collins. 
c. Gin Martini. 
d. Carrot Juice. 

7. What are you blasting in your 
car? 

a. Hall and Oates. 
b. The Mathletes cover Neutral 

Milk Hotel. 
c. Contemporary jazz. 
d. The Bunny Hop. 

8. Which character on the West 
Wing do you think is the 
hottest? 

a. President Jed Bartlet. 
b. Danny Concannon. 
c. Josh Lyman. 
d. Zoey Bartlet. 

12. What song describes you as 
a woman? 

a. Maneater 
b. Short Skirt/Long Jacket 
c. Bootymeat 
d. The Bad Touch 

13. What's your whoopie fetish? 
a. Getting off on technicalities 

during mock Congress role-
playing. 

b. You want I should talk dirty 
to you? I wanna have lots of 
children by you. I want for 
our children to go to private 
schools. Abraham will go 
to Yale. Little Isaac will go 
somewhere Ivy League, 
maybe Vassar. And everyday, 
I want you to tell me what to 
do, when I should do it, and 
how I should live my fucking 
life. 

c. Anything that results in ink 
stains. 

d. Screwing like rabbits. 

15. Favorite ancient Greek phi-
losopher who isn't Aristotle, 
Plato or Socrates. 

a. Thales. 
b. Diogenes of Sinope. 
c. Anaximander. 
d. Kuniklos. 

Mostly As: You should go on a date 
with Thresher Editor in Chief Stephen 
Whitfield. Just don't get stuck in his 
craw or he may go 'roid rage on your 
ass. But treat this gentle giant with 
respect and you may just spend all 
night singing sweet Stephen's 
Badasssss song, which is probably 
Hall and Oates or some '80s pop. 

A 

Mostly Cs: You should date Thresher 
cartoonist Dan Derozier. He's buff 
and rough with his beardy scruff, 
plus, he's totally won awards for his 
cartoons, and that's some bragging 
you can bring home to mama. Be 
careful, though, or you may just end 
up in sarcasm city. 

Mostly Ds: You should date 
Snuggles the Bunny. He's adorable. 
And a bunny! 

Mostly Bs: You're probably meshug-
gena because you should go on a 
date with Thresher Executive Editor 
Evan Mintz. He's the jewy side to the 
racist and Voids tag-team duo, so be 
prepared for a night of neutroticism 
and being bought things. Make it far 
enough and you may even get to stroke 
his ego. No shiksas, though, unless 
you're Dianne Keaton or Soon Yi. 

FE&P receives mysterious shipment of matches 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

In an odd event, FE&P received 
an unexpected shipment of 10,000 
matches. 

"We have no idea where these 
came from or who they were inteded 
for," shipping manager Andrew Tan 

said. "But whoever bought them must 
really want to burn something." 

The only clue as to the purpose of 
the matches was a receipt made out 
to one Ewan Moonts, a name not held 
by anyone at Rice or Houston. 

"S 

. 4 

CLASSIFIEDS 
classilieds@rice.edu 

(713) 348-3974 

4 WILLY'S PUB 

MONDAY 
SENIOR PUB N I C H T 

COME EXPERIENCE THE FINEST BARTENDERS @ PUB!" 

TUESDAY 
W I L L RICE COLLECE PUB 

N I C H T ! 

WEDNESDAY 
A F R I C A N A M E R I C A N HISTORY 

T R I V I A 

THURSDAY 
RPC CRUSH PUB N I C H T ! 

W H E N LOVE IS NOT MADNESS, IT IS N O T LOVE" 

FRIDAY 
PHIL'S PHRIDAY- 4 P M - 7 P M 

. QUIZNOS IAI API NOPOPPI US AVDOTIU'R 
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HELP WANTED 

CUSTOMER SERVICE SALES REP: 
Responsibilities: greeting customers, pa-
perwork, explaining Co benefits. Hiring 
for full and part-time positions. Flexible 
hours avail. Call 281433-7373. 

Attention: Working mom is looking for 
a responsible Mother's Helper to pro-
vide babysitting, afterschool care, and 
transportation to afterschool activities for 
delightful and fun-loving children several 
afternoons a week. Prior experience and 
references requested. $15/hour. Contact 
Kathy at w.j0065@sbcglobal.net. 

Part time pet sitter needed for growing 
business. Applicants must pass back-
ground check & supply references. 
Contact Alexis at alexis@cubbiesbone. 
com or 832-338-8307 for more info. www. 
cubbiesbonc.com. 

Part-Time Assistant in translating Eng-
lish and Vietnamese. Fluent in English 
and Vietnamese. College Education. 
Knowledge of both cultures. Computer/ 
MS ()ffice Skills. Must be able to type in 
Vietnamese. Email/Internet Capabilities. 
careers@languageusa. com. 

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive brand 
new cars with ads placed on them. www. 
AdCarClub.com. 

HUMANISM is a life-philosophy based 
on concern for fellow human beings, but 
without supernatural beliefs. I .earn more 
about our many events promoting 
reason, science, ethics, and fellow-
ship. II uman is.tsOfHouston. org. 

The Department of Statistics is look-
ing for undergraduate graders for 
STAT 280, pay $10/hr. Ii interested, 
please contact Margaret Poon at 
poon@rice.edu. 

I vookingfor ArgentineTango Dance 
Partner Female wanted as my part-
ner for professional dance lessons 
given by Argentine Tango dance 
instructor, weekly private lessons 
& Sat. eveningTango party. I'll cover 
costs. Dance exp. Helpful but not 
req'd. Inside loop. Call IVof. Brian 
Peskin, 713-2988783. 

HOUSING 

2BD/2BA furnished condo for lease 
- 9 month lease only-2008/09 school 
year. Next door to Rice Campus. 
$1400/mo, all utitlitespd. No pets or 
smoking. Call 713-521-0141. 

UPPER KIRBY. 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
apt. Small building at 2301 Norfolk. 
Hardwood floors, central air and 
heat, on-site laundry, limited access 
gates at building. No Dogs Please. 
$750witl 1 one-vear lease and det x >sit. 
Available mid-February. Anclover 
713-524-3344. 

CONDO FOR SALE! 7575 Kirby. 
Beautiful 1/1. Great location close 
to campus. I Iardwoods in kitchen/ 
living rooms, appliances included, 
lots of amenities. $163,500. Avail-
able immediately. Please call 832-
274-8547. 

Remeber to recyle the Thresher! 

I coking for a Summer Job? Office as-
sistant needed in Rice Village. Train 
now 5-10 hours per week then work 
25-30 hours in the summer. Flexible 
hours - $10 JXT hour. Email resume 
or contact information to: LVS® 
charternotes.com. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36 -70 words: $30 
71 -105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348 5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 

mailto:classilieds@rice.edu
mailto:w.j0065@sbcglobal.net
mailto:poon@rice.edu

