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The cons of coal 
LAUREN SCHOEFFtER/THRESHER 

Mike Roberson from the American Lung Association of the Central States addresses the adverse affects of coal 
burning on public health. Roberson spoke at the Sierra Club meeting Wednesday at Sammy's. (See story, page 7) 

Faculty senate approves 
new calendar for fall '09 

by Sarah Rutledge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

Racially-charged vandalism strikes Sid 
by Lily Chun 

THRKSHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

Over the past week, Sid Richardson College h a s 
been the target of two incidents of vandalism involving 
food waste, racial slurs and public urination. 

In the first incident, Sid College Coordina tor 
Kelly Penrod s tepped into h e r office at 7:50 a.m. on 
the Mart in Luther King Jr. holiday last Monday and 
discovered that he r office had been vandalized with 
food waste and a written racially charged attack. In 
the second incident on Tuesday night, more Oreo 
c r u m b s were found in Penrod ' s office and ur ine was 
found on the photo copy machine. 

"All I know is I came to work to pick up something, 
and the re were Oreo cookies stepped on all over 
the floor just t rashed everywhere , and there were 
Oreo cookies s tuffed in keyholes of the mailboxes," 
Penrod said. 

Mother responsible for 
Wilson Facebook activity 

T h e racial slur consisted of two sentences , using 
"fuck" and "nigger ."The racist r emark was written on 
a slip of paper on Penrod ' s door that notifies s tudents 
when they receive packages. 

In response to the incident, P res iden t David Lee-
bron, Dean of Undergradua tes Robin Forman and Sid 
Chief Just ice Arash Shirvani sent e-mails express ing 
their shock and anger with the vandalism. 

In his e-mail, Forman said, "I want to say this as 
clearly as I can, so that there is no confusion — Hateful 
speech of this sort will not be tolerated at Rice." 

In his e-mail, Leebron also expressed his disgust, 
saying, "I wanted to express my own condemnation of 
such behavior." 

Assistant Dean of Judicial Affairs Don Ostdiek is 
investigating the incident and possible leads. Ostdiek 
did not disclose whe ther or not he thought the vandal-
ism was performed by a Rice or Sid student or someone 

see SID, page 4 

Students haunted by the threat 
of having spring break revoked 
with a new a c a d e m i c c a l e n d a r 
may rest assured now — the b reak 
will stay. 

T h e new ca lendar , approved 
almost unanimously by the Fac-
ulty Senate Wednesday, will also 
have an extra week for the winter 
break and a common week-long 
exam period for seniors and non-
seniors. The common examination 
period for all s tuden t s will go into 
effect next spring. The rest of the 
academic calendar, however, will 
not take effect until fall 2009. 

The Faculty Senate passed the 
calendar, called Plan A, with one 
"no" and th ree abstent ions in the 
vote. The al ternative plan, Plan B, 
was identical to Plan A, but did not 
include the spr ing recess . 

Under Plan A, fall c lasses s tar t 
the Monday between Aug. 20 and 
Aug. 26. Midterm recess will occur 
Monday and Tuesday of the eighth 
of the semester , with the same 
Thursday and Friday Thanksgiv-
ing break obse rved . Fall s emes t e r 
will be 15 weeks long. After the 
last class, sen iors as well as un-
de rg radua tes will have Saturday 
th rough T u e s d a y as s tudy days in 
preparat ion for final exams. 

In the spr ing s emes t e r of the 
2009-'10 school year, the calendar 
proposes the last day of c lasses on 
Apr. 17. Finals will last one week, 
from Apr. 22 to Apr. 29. 

Because finals for all s tuden t s 
end before May, the reg is t ra r ' s 
office will cont inue to calculate 
graduat ing s tudents ' g r ades and 
academic distinctions, including 
the cum laude titles, before they 
walk across the s tage to receive 
their diploma. 

Wi th the c u r r e n t a c a d e m i c 
calendar, deg ree candidates are 

not allotted s tudy days be fo re final 
exams in the spr ing and have six 
days for finals. 

Registrar DavidTenney (Sid '87), 
a member of the academic calendar 
commit tee along with Ecology and 
Evolu t ionary Biology p r o f e s s o r 
Evan Siemann and Associate Dean 
of Archi tec ture John Casbar ian, 
said the s tudy days would prove 
invaluable to d e g r e e candidates , 
who also need t ime to p repa re for 
exams. 

"Now e v e r y b o d y g e t s s tudy 
days, not just f r e shmen and sopho-
mores , but now seniors , who in 
many instances need it t he most ," 
Tenney said. "I think the reason 
this hasn ' t come up before is be-
cause they gradua te and are gone. 
I think if any [graduated s tudents ] 
were to come back they'd say it 
isn't fair. We wanted to give them 
the same opportuni t ies the o ther 
underg radua tes have." 

Siemann said he th inks every-
one is satisfied with the vote. 

"In some sense, it was the notion 
that I was out to get spring r( ces s 
at all costs and that 's a mischarac-
terization," Siemann said. "I prefer 
Plan B, but everyone in the Faculty 
Serial ; was happy with [Plan A], 
am i don't think anyone ' s u'pset 
at this point." 

Faculty Senate Speaker Debo-
rah Har te r said the spring r eces s 
was a n o t h e r con ten t ious issue, 
with the fear of losing spring recess 
being a common concern among 
s tudents and faculty. 

Har te r also said s tudents may 
have been alarmed because they 
thought decis ions were already 
being made about the calendar. 
However, she said noth ing was 
d e c i d e d un t i l t h e c o m m i t t e e 
presented the academic calendar 
proposals. 

Some c l a s ses , inc lud ing lab 
c o u r s e s , o f t e n m e e t d u r i n g 

see CALENDAR, page 4 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITOR1AI STAKE 

Students who thought they found 
a lead in missing Hanszen College 
junior Matthew Wilson's case when 
activity appeared in his Facebook ac-
count on Jan. 17 are mistaken. 

This activity was not Wilson's 
doing, but that of Cathy Wilson, his 
mother, who said she has been log-
ging into his Facebook account for 
the past week. 

Using his Facebook account, 
Wilson's mother has joined several 
groups, including "Find Matthew 
Wilson," "Four guys, one destina-

tion, one mission: Suicide Preven-
tion" and "Men." Wilson's mother 
also added the Top Friends and Daily 
Horoscope applications, and edited 
his political and religious views. 

Wilson's mother said she used 
her son's Facebook to contact some 
of his f r iends and joined g roups to 
keep Matthew's name alive and out 
in the Rice community. When she 
was contacting his friends, she said 
she clarified that it was he r and not 
Wilson speaking. 

"It's just a despera te mother ' s 
plea," Cathy Wilson said. "Matthew 
is too important to be forgotten." 

see WILSON, page 7 

Fondren opens 24-hour coffee and snack lounge 
by Lily Chun 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAI E 

The new 24-hour coffee lounge 
on the fourth lloor of Fondren 
Library opened Wednesday to 
coffee lovers of all stripes. 

So far, the machines have 
been an unqualified success. The 
library had originally planned 
to offer free samples of coffee 
through Friday, but due to an 
overwhelming demand it ran out 
of coffee to serve people by late 
Thursday evening. Coffee service 
resumed this morning, but at a 
cost of $1.00 per customer. 

TIAN VANG/THRESHER 

Sid Richardson College senior Taylor 
Goodhart enjoys coffee from Fondren. 

While some people feel that the 
introduction of a coffee machine in 
the library is a great idea, others 
feel that it could do more harm than 
good. Fondren Web Developerjeff 
Koffler, who worked on marketing 
for the coffee lounge, said some 
librarians were unhappy with the 
idea of having a coffee machine 
within the library. 

"We have s o m e s e a s o n e d 
veterans in the library, and this is 
new to let a library allow student 
beverages inside," Koffier said. 

Whether or not the coffee ma-
chine stays depends on whether 

see LOUNGE, page 5 

INSIDE 

Office petitions due 
Wanna be a balla? Shotcaller? Or maybe 

Sammy the Owl? If so, Friday, Feb. 1 is the 
deadline to turn in your petition f you're 
interested in running for Sammy the Owl 
or positions within the Student Assocation, 
Honor Council . UCour t , Rice P rogram 
Council, RTV5, UBlue and Rice Student 
Volunteer Program. For more information, 
go to sa.rice.edu. 

Want to withdraw? 
Tired of school? If you decide to give up on 

school, today is the last day to withdraw with a 70 
percent refund of tuition. Good luck, dude. 

Partayyy! 
Hanszen College is hosting "Frat Party" 

tomorrow night from 10p.m.-2p.m.Getoutyour 
togas, loosen up and get your Greek on! 

OPINION 
Yes. Houston has a downtown 

A&E 
Farewell. Proletariat 
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SPORTS Page 1 1 
Women's track opens with win 

Quote of the Week 

"But as long as there's love inside, that's all 
that I care about." 
— Brown College sophomore Tim Faust on what 
should be put into vending machines. See story, 
page 1. 

Scoreboard 

Women's Swimming 
Rice 154, North Texas 134 
Men's Basketball 
UH 69. Rice 60 
Tulane 61, Rice 56 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Rain, 43-44 degrees 
Saturday 
Cloudy. 48-62 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly Sunny, 56-67 degrees 
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Rice, race, athletics 
and statistics 

For the year2005-'06, Rice had 200black undergraduates, constitut-
ing 7 percent of the undergraduate student body. Of these, 99 were 
male full-time students. Subtracting the 47 who were scholarship 
athletes leaves 52 non-athlete black men (see story, page 4). Divide 
the number by four — for the four years of college — and then by 
nine — for the nine residential colleges. By these numbers, Rice 
can be a very lonely place for non-athlete black men. 

One-third of incoming non-athlete black males will be alone at their 
college, at least demographically. And while Orientation Week may try 
to bond all new freshmen under the banner of their new college and 
adopted home, one cannot deny the inevitable discomfort of having 
no one with whom to share a similar background or experience. 

So given these inherent problems at Rice for the black community, 
given the recent history of racial tensions at Rice, and given the 
events at Sid Richardson College over the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. holiday weekend, one can only wonder: What can Rice do? (see 
story, page 1). 

Is there anything the Office of Multicultural Affairs can do? Is 
there anything the Admissions Office can do? Is there anything the 
colleges themselves can do? It seems that racial problems at Rice 
are the inevitable result of a small population divided by athletics 
and split through the college system. So until a time when the black 
population at Rice grows or the college system shrinks, it will fall 
upon students to ensure that just because an ethnic demographic 
is geographically isolated on campus, it does not mean that they 
are alone at Rice. 

Fondren, food 
and the pavilion 

Fondren Library's fourth floor has begun featuring accoutrements 
besides the usual leather bound volumes and graduate students, with 
Wednesday's opening of a new coffee bar and lounge. 

It seems a little odd that a building with a sign on the front door 
warning against food or open drink containers would have its own 
room for students to buy those banned items. Of course, the idea is 
that students cannot leave the new lounge with their food and cof-
fee, but that seems a little unrealistic. Anyone walking the stacks, 
especially at finals time, knows that students bring food and drinks 
into the library — the new lounge just makes it easier. 

Furthermore, the lounge will probably not be conducive to keep-
ing the library quiet. A general rule of thumb seems to be that the 
higher the floor, the quieter the library should get, and a room of 
snacking non-studiers on the fourth floor will not help. It would 
make a lot more sense for the lounge to be on the first floor, away 
from quiet zones and closer to student traffic. 

Of course, as we have previously recommended, the best plan 
would be to place the coffee machine and future vending machines 
in the Brochstein Pavilion once it is completed ("Pavilion success 
relies on students, machines," Oct. 5). Students in the library would 
have no trouble just walking to the building next door, and there 
would be little, if any, concern over coffee-stained books and disrup-
tive snackers. 

Besides, the pavilion is supposed to be the future center of campus, 
not the fourth floor of the library. 

Thank you, 
Faculty Senate 

Faculty Senate, we would like to thank you for preserving student 
sanity. On Wednesday, the Faculty Senate finally passed the new 
academic calendar, expanding winter break by a week and keeping 
the two-day spring recess that students have come to rely on as a 
break before finals (see story, page 1). It has been a long, drawn-out 
process, but we are glad to see it come to a close that everyone can 
agree with, establishing a calendar that will hopefully be in place 
for many years to come. Now students and faculty can take time 
to relax, knowing they have the next few months to make beach 
plans for April. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

'Light'piece ignores 
environmental issues 
To the editor: 

Caroline May is right ("Light bulb 
law dictates consumer choices," Jan. 
18). An ignorant and apathetic citi-
zenry is one of the greatest threats 
that America faces. Unfortunately, I 
believe it is naive to think that ban-
ning inefficient lights signals the 
end of consumer freedom and even 
capitalism. Unless you can argue that 
you have trouble pursuing happiness 
or living a healthy, productive life 
under fluorescent lights, I am hesi-
tant to say that any of your rights are 
actually being taken away. 

Sadly, May completely ignores 
the real issue behind the light bulb 
law — global warming. Energy effi-
ciency needs to be the topmost prior-
ity, which I hope people agree is more 
important than getting to choose 
which light bulbs to buy. Fluorescent 
lights save energy significantly and if 
individual actions and the market are 
not making them widely enough, the 
government needs to step in. 

If we really want to study indi-
vidual freedoms, let us consider the 
effect of global warming on people's 
choices. People living in coastal cities 
and island nations will be forcibly 
displaced from their homes. Greater 
droughts and changing weather 
patterns will threaten food supplies. 
Climate change presents a greater 
threat to people's rights — the 
right to food, water and a place to 
live — than banning inefficient light 
bulbs ever will. 

We need to put aside petty argu-
ments and work towards the greater 
goal of stopping climate change. 
Americans and our freedoms will 
escape unscathed by this law. I 
have enough hope that the "beauty-
conscious girls" will too. 

Karen l*u 
Wiess senior 

CFLs cute, efficient 
and full of variety 
To the editor: 

In her column last week, Caroline 
May expressed concern and frustra-
tion about the upcoming switch to 
compact fluorescent light bulbs. 

Fortunately, as a satisfied cus-
tomer of these wonderful new lights, 
1 can attest that none of her fears are 
valid. Most of her alarm is based on 
simple misunderstanding. 

The main problem is that May 
has mistaken the old fluorescent 
bulbs, those long pole things with the 
annoying buzzing sound and yellow 
light, with the new lights. 'ITie new 
ones are cute little squiggly things 
in the shape of a normal Edison light 
bulb, except that they are cute and 
squiggly. These new fluorescent 
lights are brighter, whiter and better 
than any other light bulb I have ever 
seen. By the way, they are produced 
in different shades of white so that 
picky buyers will neither be blinded 
nor left in the dark. 

I come from a home that has been 
using all-new fluorescent lights for 
over a year and honestly miss them. 
It is obvious that May has never used 
the light bulbs that she so cheerlessly 
insults. So I have a proposition to 
make: Caroline May, go out and buy 
some bright , white, unbelievably ef-

ficient new fluorescent lights. Install 
them wherever you live and give 
them a trial run of a week or two. 
Then tell us what you think. 

Or as the old TV cereal commer-
cials said, 'T ry it! You'll like it!" 

Brian Reinhart 
Wiess freshman 

May focuses on less 
pressing rights abuse 
To the editor: 

If Caroline May wants to criti-
cize a government that abuses the 
f reedoms of its citizens, perhaps 
she should be talking about the 
Bush Administration's assertion 
that it has the right to wiretap our 
phones and use ex t raord inary 
rendition to detain us in overseas 
prisons for indefinite intervals. 
Such a debate would certainly be 
more productive than lambasting 
a law that creates reasonable ef-
ficiency s tandards designed to 
prevent an impending energy crisis 
to which so many Americans are 
still completely oblivious. 

Patrick McAnaney 
Brown sophomore 

Backpage distorts 
Ron Paul, supporters 
To the editor: 

I was surprised when I found 
an e n t i r e p a g e in t h e l a tes t 
Thresher devoted to attacking my 
favorite president ia l candidate 
("Backpage," Jan. 18). Published 
were some grainy photos intended 
to attack the character of Dr. Ron 
Paul, a ten-term congressman. 

If the author spent more than 
two m i n u t e s r e s e a r c h i n g the 
subject, he would know that some-
one else had written the texts in 
question, yet Paul still took moral 
responsibility for not keeping tabs 
over the content. This issue was 
discussed and buried as irrelevant 
over a decade ago, but is now being 
dug up as the only way to attack 
a man who has gained the grass-
roots support of millions across 
the country. 

1 suppose 1 should be proud to 
support a candidate whose big-
gest flaw is what someone else 
wrote decades ago, who has the 
largest number of contributions 
from blacks among all the Republi-
cans, who consistently has spoken 
against all forms of institutional-
ized discrimination. 

The larger problem is the jour-
nalistic dishonesty on the part of 
the edi tors . Yellow journal ism 
labeled as satire still serves to 

- exploit and sensationalize. Know-
ingly publishing false statements 
using the name of Rice University 
is a violation of the t rust placed in 
the editors by the student body. 
In addition, attacking the many 
students who support Paul, im-
plicitly accusing them of "racism 
by proxy," should not be allowed 
to stand. 

If our newspaper editors want to 
print personal attacks, let them do 
it under their own names, not under 
the banner of the university. 

Mhair Dekmezian 
Brown senior 

Shuttles unnecessary, 
promote laziness, fat 
To the editor: 

Who knew walking from Wiess to 
Brown burns 80 calories? 

Located within a city consistently 
ranking amongst the fattest in the 
nation, it comes as no surprise 
that Rice University spends thousands 
of dollars cultivating what I like to call a 
"tolerance of indolence." One can walk 
the entire perimeter of our campus and 
not cover three miles, yet we support 
a fleet of buses? 

Ignore the irony of our environ-
mentally savvy campus supporting 
80-hour work weeks for diesel engines, 
and overlook the costs of fuel, mainte-
nance, insurance and drivers' salaries 
as our tuition increases. Disregard 
that our campus has one-third the bus 
routes of our peer institute, Stanford, 
yet 1/28 the acreage. 'Hie greatest 
problem these buses pose is seen in 
a student body that takes elevators to 
classes on the second floor and toler-
ates a bus that does nothing but circle 
a football stadium 10 hours a day. 

This quiet to lerance ripples 
through our country — a country 
that spent more last year on cosmetic 
surgeries than the GDP of 40 percent 
of the world's countries. We care-
lessly put on the pounds and choose 
the laziest routes to remove them. 
Last year alone, Americans spent 
twice Rice's operating budget on 
liposuction, removing over 1.5 million 
pounds of fat. 

Owls, it is time to recognize that 
our 300-acre campus does not need a 
bus system. Get off the bus and regain 
pride in your beautiful campus—and 
yes. Honey, that bus does make you 
look fat. 

Mike Matson 
Chemistry graduate student 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Le t t e r s to t he ed i to r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
bye-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
le t ters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• le t ters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• T h e Thresher a l s o 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified adver t i sements . 
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s mus t be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our advert is ing man-
ager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 
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Guest column 

RUPD bike policy violates student rights 
Announcements were made 
as usual when I ate lunch last week. 
But what was unusual was a Rice 
University Police Department officer 
giving one concerning bike 
thefts. He explained that a 
bike thief had been found 
recently, but because the 
stolen bikes had not been 
registered with RUPD, they 
could not prove the bikes 
were really stolen property, 
so the thief was released. 
The officer explained that 
to help prevent this sort 
of thing from happening 
again, RUPD was going to 
great lengths to get people 
to see the importance of registering 
and securing their bikes: They were 
collecting unlocked bikes. 

Having first-week-of-classes wor-
ries and not being a bike owner, 1 
thought nothing more of it for the 
moment But the next day at lunch I 
again heard a conversation roughly 
like so: "Dude, they took my bike. My 
bike is at RUPD." 

"What? Forget that" 
And it hit me that this final 

part of the exchange was the right 
emotional response. 

You have probably seen the flyers 
or received an e-mail explaining the 
"Bike Theft Alert," but just in case you 
have not seen the message, it reads: 
"Recently, the University has been 
plagued by a rash of bicycle thefts. The 
University Police Department is work-
ing diligently to catch these thieves. In 
addition, we are collecting and securing 
unlocked and unregistered bicycles 
from Jill across campus." 

Why should RUPD feel ethically 
responsible to remove our legal prop-
er ty? It is not RUPD'sjob to baby-sit our 
things and take care of them. We are 
the owners of our bikes; it is not their 
business to mess with our property. 

Vanessa 
Johnson 

RUPD's collection of bicycles is in 
itself pseudo-stealing, even if it is with 
good intentions. 1 sympathize with the 
frustration RUPD feels as they come up 

with ways to deter crime. 
I understand that it is a 

good idea to register your 
bike so if it is stolen it can be 
identified as yours and con-
firmed to be stolen property. 
However, that does not jus-
tify this measure of "collect-
ing and securing unlocked 
and unregistered" bikes 
in an attempt to suggest 
they become registered. 
It is shocking that RUPD 
feels they can relocate our 

property when these belongings are 
certainly causing no harm or offense 
to anyone. 

Why should RUPD 
feel ethically entitled 

to remove our legal 
property? It is not 

RUPD's job to hahy-sit 
our things. 

And why should we be so strongly 
urged to registering our bikes? 
Everyone is entitled to make "bad 
decisions" if they want, such as eat-
ing ice cream sandwiches instead of 
vegetables, running Baker 13 in the 
rain or skipping a test. The conse-
quences of these actions are confined 
to those who made the decision to 
perform the actions, and as such 
should not be regulated by society, 
or specifically those we call the 
"authorities." When consequences 

for actions extend beyond the indi-
vidual — such as murder, libel or 
other forms of harassment — it can 
then be appropriate for society to 
regulate such behavior. Deciding to 
not register a bike hurts no one; the 
only potential serious consequence 
is regretting not having done so if a 
criminal gets away with keeping your 
bike because it could not be proven 
to belong to you. 

I do not intend to show any disre-
spectto RUPD, just disrespect for their 
actions in this matter. What I hope 
they will opt to do instead is just leave 
notes on the bicycles they target, as 
the Thresherh'dd suggested back when 
RUPD was relocating belongings left 
unattended in the library, which would 
be much less invasive ("RUPD: Stop 
stealing," Oct 26,2007). 

I know if a thief is found with an 
unregistered stolen bike, it is hard to 
prove that it is stolen and therefore 
the criminal can be released, but 
what is more important than letting 
petty criminals run free is maintain-
ing everyone's individual righ h;, and 
1 see RUPD's taking up bikes as an 
example of a threat to such rights. 

Even beyond the hedges, I hope 
that this event can serve as a small-
scale example of what happens when 
people surrender up responsibilities 
for safety. Yes, I know RUPD does not 
aim to become the Big Brother who 
tells us 2 + 2 = 5 in the style of George 
Orwell's 1984, but the mindset is the 
same/The authorities are taking care 
of the people. 

As Benjamin Franklin said, 
"Anyone who trades liberty for se-
curity deserves neither liberty nor 
security." An individual is entitled 
to the "bad decision" of flying a kite 
in the rain. 

Vanessa Johnson is a Will Rice 
College sophomore. 

Esoteric references 

A philosophical theory of professorial passion 
With t h e Latin American Studies 
debacle of the past couple of semes-
ters, a few humanities and social 
sciences professors have taken the 
stage in some less-than-
flattering spotlights. 

Professors are blamed, 
sometimes deservingly, for 
causing discontent among 
their students and their 
peers. People around cam-
pus talk a lot about problems 
they have with distribution 
and minors, and students 
often get frustrated to learn 
that the distribution buck 
stopsat their professors'will-
ingness—or lack thereof— 
to engage in Rice bureaucracy. Amidst 
this winter of discontent, students and 
faculty alike rarely take time to reflect 
on the positive impact Rice professors 
can have on their students. 

Professors who specialize in small-
group seminars and active of fice hours 
at Rice seldom get the recognition they 
so thoroughly deserve. But for the next 
few hundred words, I want to reverse 
that trend. This column is dedicated to 
one of those pillars of Rice's schools of 
humanist studies. His name is Mark 
Kulstad, and he has two great pas-
sions in this world: Gottfried Wilhelm 
Leibniz, and his students. Kulstad 
has taught philosophy at Rice since 
1975, and he chaired the department 
during the first Bush's presidency. 
Since 1 arrived at Rice, he has been 
the department's undergraduate major 
advisor, and he was thefirst philosophy 
professor I ever had. 

Kulstad's enthusiasm in that first 
philosophy class, a survey of the later 
history of the field, was absolutely irre-
sistible. He flew across the chalkboard, 
spilling clouds of dust and praise for 
the natural philosophers of the early 
Modern period. He narrated the prob-
lem of Descartes' evil demon with the 

Julia 

Bursten 

and the intensity of a hungry Labrador 
puppy. The combination of straight-
forward explanation and pleading for 
participation enraptured die class, and 

as we students walked out 
of the classroom, we would 
whisper to each other 
our guiltiness about not 
reading the assignments 
closely enough. 

As the semester went 
on, I expected Kulstad to 
drop the act The passion 
he brought to every class 
seemed exhausting: He 
occasionally lost control of 
hischalk, his gesticulations, 
or the volume of his voice 

in the midst of a rapturous retelling of 
Berkeley's idealism or Hume's theory 
of the passions. 

But when I began visiting Kulstad 
during his office hours, I realized 
he had not relented in his feverish 
performance because there was no 
act to drop. I have never quite been 
able to get over how much this man 
simply loves teaching philosophy, or 
how rewarding it is to find myself on 
the other end of that infatuation. His 
eagerness is literally infectious, and 1 
was particularly susceptible. 

I have been plopping down in Kul-
stad's office chair a couple of times 
each month since that first philoso-
phy class, and my motivation to pur-
sue my own doctorate in philosophy 
always rekindles itself before 1 
leave. The conversations 1 have 
from that chair often begin as chats 
about classes—although not neces-
sarily his courses — but the talk is 
easily diverted from curricular wor-
ries. 1 have found invaluable counsel 
on switching majors, dealing with life 
as an undergraduate and selecting 
graduate programs from my seat at 
Kulstad's desk. 

The moral of these stories is that 

die course of my life and he has kept me 
going on that new course. When I walk 
out of the Sallyport in a few months 
and point my diploma in philosophy 
toward graduate school, I will know 
exactiv who to thank—and I will wave 
a tearful goodbye to his office as I go. 
And witii all die passionate professors 
diat populate Rice's humanities and 
social sciences departments, 1 am 
fairly sure I will not be die only one 
mourning die loss of a mentor. So 
thanks, Professor K, and thanks to all 
the professors who devote their lives 
to changing those of their students. 1 
hope I can join you someday. 

Julia Bursten is a Ijwett College senior 
and former Editor in Chief. 

Weird turned pro 

Downtown a hidden gem 
of opportunity and hijinks 
i f i say the word "Houston," 
what first comes to your mind? 
If you had asked me that ques-
tion two years ago, I would have 
responded, "well, there 
is Rice, a Chipotle in 
the Medical Center, 
Target, and you can 
take the METRORail 
to see cheap movies on 
Monday nights." 

For some Rice stu-
dents this humble de-
script ion does well 
enough until gradua-
tion. Believe it or not, 
though, that painted 
skyline that looks down 
upon Willy from the northeast is 
more than just a picturesque land-
scape to make students feel more 
urban. They call it Downtown. 

The relat ionship between 
downtown Houston and Rice 
University is intriguing, perhaps 
due to the contrast between the 
two. Most people think of New 
York City when they hear the 
word urban. Maybe you are like 
me, conjuring images of street 
vendors selling unpronounce-
able foreign foods to yuppie Wall 
Street twentysomethings before 
they take the Subway to their 
SoHo apartment and jump in 
their Egyptian cotton sheets. That 
does not jive with the definition 
of urban that Rice students come 
to know during their time here. 
Rice knows an oversimplified, 
urban Houston that separates 
its culture into neighborhoods. 
There is intellectual indulgence 
in the Museum District, trendy 
restaurants dotting the Montrose 
and Westheimer area and normal 
people basically everywhere else. 
We know urban in terms of urban 
sprawl. We know blue collar, 
Texas urban. 

It is unfair to dismiss Down-
town Houston just because it is 
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has a large and unique library 
that you have never been to be-
fore. Historic buildings like the 
Rice Hotel stand in contrast to 

newer developments 
such as the Houston 
Pavilions that are just 
now starting to take 
shape in the constantly 
renovated area. 

Cons ider ing how 
hard Rice pushes its 
students to experience 
life outside the hedg-
es, it is a bit depress-
ing that Rice students 
do not venture there 
more of ten. Par t ies 

like 100 Days and annual tradi-
tions such as Esperanza have 
been held at downtown venues 
in recent years. Rice's Passport 
to Houston program even goes 
as far as giving everyone a map 
of Houston and free METRO fare 
at the beginning of every year. 
And yet the message still hasn't 
quite permeated our gooey Rice 
brains. What's missing? 

Despite these depress ing 
realities, 1 think Rice is ready 
and waiting. Spending Friday 
and Saturday nights confined to 
Rice Village and on-campus par-
ties gets tedious if not downright 
boring after a couple of years. 
We're anxious to find a new place 
to recklessly spend hard-earned 
money besides Two Rows and 
Urban Outfi t ters . Downtown 
Houston just needs to signal us 
with some targeted advertising 
and word-of-mouth marketing. 
Potentially, Houston Pavilions 
could be the shopping and party-
ing destination to attract us away 
from the Village and into the city. 
Think of it as the new Galleria, 
except there is a free, fast way 
to get there at any conceivable 
hour of the evening. 

There is a certain unique 
not the Carrie Bradshaw-urban aesthetic that clings to that 
we know and love from televi-
sion. Downtown has all the 
charm and grandiose fervoryou 
would expect from menacingly 
tall buildings and paved side-
walks, with a few twists and turns 
that make it unique to Houston. 
Nearly all Rice s tudents are 
familiar with the three-block 
walk from the METRORail to the 
Angelika, which is honestly not 
the most incredible part of the 
city at 9 p.m. on a Monday night. 
But walk a few blocks north of 
Bayou Place and suddenly you 
are standing at the crossroads of 
a jazz club, an upscale restaurant, 
and a hookah bar. For those of 
you into reading, yes, downtown 

Downtown Houston skyline. 
Maybe it's the monolithic stature, 
with JPMorgan Chase Tower 
inching ever-so-slightlv past an 
ocean of rounded glass and sharp 
precipices. It is a pity that such a 
beautiful image must be admired 
from inside the security of the 
hedges rather than from inside 
the concrete jungle itself. When it 
conies to Rice students and Hous-
ton, I think Paul Wall said it best, 
"You don't know nuthin' bout my 
town." We should probably take 
that as a challenge and venture 
into it a little more often. 

Kyle Barnhart is a Will Rice 
College junior. 
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CALENDAR 
From page 1 

holidays, including dur ing spring 
break, Siemann said. He said this 
p r e s e n t s a p r o b l e m and o f t en 
c o m e s as a shock for s tudents en-
rolled in t he se courses , especially 
whom did not plan to spend their 
b reak s tudying. In keep ing the 
spr ing break, he said the course 
c a t a l o g s a n d sy l lab i in t h e s e 
courses will m o r e clearly inform 
s tuden t s of this possibility. 

"A n u m b e r of c lasses mee t on 
b reak days because of the partial 
weeks ," Siemann said. "So what 
do you do when your lab falls on 
break? Ins t ruct over the break. 
Probably some people who find out 
they ' re going to be taking a class 
meet ing over break days and are 
not happy about it can plan their 
lives around it." 

Tenney said the committee usually 
decides upon an academic calendar 
in the fall. The reason for the delay 
in reaching a consensus this year, 
he said, had to do with a painstaking 
effort to thoroughly meet as many 
students' and faculty members' needs 
as possible. Tenney said the calendar 
planning committee went through 
decades of Rice history to research 
past academic calendars from the 
1950s through the 1970s in reaching 
their proposals. 

T h e new academic calendar is 
matr ix driven, which means that 
it ad jus t s itself automatically by 
year, account ing for leap years and 
c h a n g e s in weekdays . The matrix-
driven ca lendar prevents against 
possible e r ro r s , like moving the 
first day of c lasses to Jan. 8 if the 
first Monday happens to be Jan. 1. 
Tenney said the new calendar will 
be helpful in its matrix format , 
which will allow the reg is t ra r ' s 
office to post academic calendar up 
to two years ahead of the cu r ren t 
school year. 

Representat ives f rom the Stu-
dent Associat ion, including the 
Academic Commit tee, presented 
their own academic calendar pro-
posal to the Faculty Senate at the 
meet ing. This proposal included 

resul ts f rom their poll earlier this 
year about the proposed Plan A 
and Plan B for the academic cal-
endar. Of the 701 s tudents who 
part icipated in the poll, 94 percent 
suppor ted Plan A, with the spring 
recess , and six percent suppor ted 
Plan B. 

Tenney said the SA poll resul ts 
had a s t rong influence on the sen-
ate 's decision to vote for Plan A. 

"I particularly appreciate the fact 
that they got student involvement 
and input on the issue," he said. "It 
means a lot when a person can say, 
Th i s is not the way I feel but the 
way 700 people feel.'It 's like signing 
a petition. It's helpful to get the full 
story from students, and I think the 
fSA is] to be commended." 

SA Pres ident Laura Kelley said 
she t h o u g h t the mee t i ng went 
very well. 

' T h e sena tors took the resolu-
tion at face value," Kelley, a Brown 
College senior, said. "There were 
a few of u s [s tudents] the re at 
the meet ing, but the fact that 700 
s tudents answered the poll was 
more significant. Hopefully this will 
bolster input on fu ture polls." 

Jones College junior Chuan Li, who 
took par t in the SA's academic calendar 
poll, said he is glad the Faculty Senate 
voted to keep spring recess. 

"I really wouldn't mind s tar t ing 
earlier in August or s tar t ing earlier 
in the spring," Li said. "I totally sup-
port that. I would hate to have that 
gone because I'm doing alternative 
spring break . So it is a break, but I 
would still like to keep that o ther 
four-day weekend ." 

Har te r said some m e m b e r s of 
the faculty senate were bothered 
by the different amounts of instruc-
tional days in both semesters . The 
fall s emes t e r will have 69 teaching 
days and 67 in the spring semester . 
She said some m e m b e r s of the 
senate were in favor of adding two 
days to the spring semester , but 
current ly there are no solid plans to 
change e i ther semes te r ' s number 
of instructional days. 

SID 
From page 1 

outside the Rice community. 
However, Penrod said she does 

not think anyone at Sid vandalized 
her office. 

"I just know all my students, and 
I just don't think anybody would do 
such a thing," Penrod said. "I just 

can't think of anybody at Sid that 
would write something like that." 

Sid Master Michael Orchard and 
Sid President Sean Monks said the 
overall reaction to the incident so far 
has been shock, especially in light of 
the holiday. 

"There's really no place for that here 
at Rice or here at Sid," Orchard said. 

RICE NEEDS YOU 
TO tn 

SA.RICE.EDU 

RUN FOR OFFICE 
PETITIONS DUE NEXT FRIDAY 

Report shows half black males at 
Rice are scholarship athletes 

undergraduates black 

47 athlete 

52 non-athlete 

numbers from 2005-'06 academic year 

By Stephanie Jennings 
THRESHER STAKE 

Rice may have been named 2006's 
university with "Lots of Race/Class 
Interaction" by The Princeton Re-
view, but the numbers behind this 
claim may not be telling the whole 
truth, according to a new article by 
Inside High erEd. com. 

The Jan. 11 story, "Diversify-
ing through Football," states that, 
according to data taken from the 
N atio nal Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion's annual survey for graduation 
rates, scholarship athletes make up 
at least 20 percent of the full-time 
black male undergraduate popula-
tion at 96 of t he 330 schools that play 
Division I sports. 

At Rice, 47 of 99 black male full-
time undergraduates are scholarship 
athletes. In particular, 35 out of these 
47 are football players. While black 
students comprise 99 of the total 
1,539 male undergraduate popula-
tion, they account for 47 of the 161 
scholarship athlete population. 

According to the study, for which 
data was taken from the 2005-'06 
school year, this trend is evident 
in two types of schools: smaller, 
selective private institutions that 
compete athletically with larger 
state schools and public schools in 
states with small black populations. 
These schools mosdy recruit locally 
or regionally, as with Montana State 
University, where 88 percent of its 
full-time black undergraduates are 
scholarship athletes, or Boise State 
University, with 37 percent scholar-
ship athletes. 

The NCAA study did not include 
data from either Ivy League universi-
ties or military academics, since the 
study only examined scholarship 
athletes and neither group of schools 
award athletic scholarships. 

The study highlights the ongoing 
issue of increasing diversity at col-
leges nationwide and the possibility 
of schools increasing their black 
enrollment through athletics. 

"I know there was talk in the past 
of getting rid of Division 1 Athlet-
ics at Rice," Moreko Griggs, a Sid 
Richardson College senior, said. "1 
wonder if that had happened, what 
the black male enrollment at Rice 
would be?" 

"That's not an unusual statistic, 
especially if we're talking about 
top-tier univers i t ies ," Ca ther ine 
Clack, Office of Multicultural Affairs 
Director, said. 

Clack, who is also the Assistant 
Dean of Undergraduates, said that 
the statistic is affected by alarge num-
ber of social and economic factors, 
including an overall smaller percent-
age of black males than black females 
who attend college. According to 
the NCAA, black students make up 
9.4 percent of undergraduates at 
Division I schools, compared to 12 
percent for black females. At Rice, 
they make up six percent of the male 
undergraduate population. 

"In the past, African-American 

s t u d e n t s have pointed out th i s 
enrollment pattern to enrollment 
management, not because they have 
a problem with black male athletes, 
but because they want to be sure the 
admission office isn't using athletics 
to bolster black enrollment," Clack 
said. "I don't feel like Enrollment 
Management is slacking on their 
job — they're doing a great job." 

Black Student Association presi-
dent Alicia Burns-Wright said she 
believes the black student athlete rate 
has some impact on students inter-
ested in applying to Rice, however. 

"If you think about the spread of 
the black non-athlete males, there are 
only a few at each college," Burns-
Wright, a Jones College senior, said. 
"It's really hard for them to find each 
other across campus. That's not to 
say that athletes, non-athletes and 
people of different races can't hang 
out together, but a black non-athlete 
is definitely having a dif ferent experi-
ence than everyone else." 

Clack disagrees. 
"I think prospective black stu-

dents overall look at the overall 
number of black students and who 
they could interact with terms of 
black students and not how many 
are athletes and how many aren't," 
she said. 

'During O-Week, when 
everyone s supposed 
to see all of the new 
students in the college, 
a lot of black male 
athletes are missing 
when they would see 
the rest of the black 
males participating 
within the college.' 

Alicia Burns-Wright 
Black Student Association 

President 

Burns-Wright said she did not 
think there was any tension between 
black athletes and non-athletes, but 
that most of the separation between 
the two groups she observed was 
because of differing schedules. 

"Just as one may more easily 
make friends within their college, 
it's easier for athletes to befriend one 
another and non-athletes to befriend 
one another, unless the connection is 
somewhere else," she said. "Because 
99 black students in a population of 
2,800 isn't a large number, what are 
the chances that athlete and non-
athlete black males will bump into 
each other in a different setting?" 

B u r n s - W r i g h t said t ha t s h e 
thought the divisiveness between the 

two groups started with the relative 
lack of athlete involvement during 
Orientation Week. 

"During O-Week, when every-
one's supposed to see all of the new 
students in the college, a lot of black 
male athletes are missing when they 
would see the rest of the black males 
participating with in the college," she 
said. "But it's a problem that's hard to 
fix overall — it's not like the athletes 
can't just not practice so both sides 
can be buddies." 

Burns-Wright said Rice could 
potentially lose black applicants in 
the future due to Wee's lack of a 
cohesive black student athlete and 
non-athlete community, 

Burns-Wrigh t said that with 
schools such as Harvard offering 
tuition breaks for certain income 
groups, prospective black students 
may attend higher-ranked schools 
with larger non-athlete black male 
populations than Rice. 

Clack, however, said she did not 
encounter this issue while working 
with admissions. She said the only 
people asking for a further demo-
graphic breakdown of athletes versus 
non-athletes were academicians or 
researchers. 

J o n e s s o p h o m o r e Max Paul 
said he has noticed a clear division 
between black athletes and black 
non-athletes. 

"Sometimes I feel like I'm trying 
harder to be their friend," he said. 
"But I think it's a mindset of both 
sides, not having enough time to go 
beyond busy and differing schedules 
and be friends." 

Paul said that, for the most part 
as an electrical engineering major, 
he has not had professors mistake 
him for an athlete, but that could be 
due to the small number of athletes 
majoring in engineering overall. 

"I've had one professor in a 
Spanish class ask me how a foot-
ball g a m e went," Paul said. "But in 
engineer ing classes , I don' t think 
professors think I'm an a thle te be-
cause it's so uncommon for athletes 
to major in engineer ing ." 

He said that the overall diversity of 
the campus and percentage of minori-
ties was a greater factor in his college 
selection than the percentage of black 
students who were athletes. 

"I knew that since Rice had Divi-
sion 1 Athletics, there'd be a signifi-
cant number of athletes," he said. 

The study highlights the ongoing 
issue of male minority college recruit-
ment. According to Burns-Wright, 
17 non-athlete black male freshmen 
enrolled at Rice this school year. 

"The n u m b e r s in t h e s tudy 
are from 2005-'06, and we drasti-
cally improved our situation in this 
academic year," Burns-Wright said. 
"The admiss ions off ice and the 
administration should really be com-
mended for all of the effor t they put 
behind that increase in non-athlete 
black males and the Black Student 
Association hopes they stay com-
mitted to maintaining and fur ther 
increasing these numbers ." 
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Blair Lounge becomes RMC copy center 
By Rachel Carlson 

THRESHER STAFF 

Hoping to address the short-
comings of the former Rice Kinko's, 
a newcopy center will open today in 
the Blair Lounge at the Rice Memo-
rial Center. The new copy center 
will have two major functions: to 
offer basic copy services to the 
Rice student body and to streamline 
printing and publishing activities of 
faculty and administration. 

The center will have color copy-
ing, high-speed black and white 
copying, poster and sign printing, 
and binding and finishing options. 
The copy center will also offer 
shipping and packing via USPS, 
FedEx and DHL. Customers will 
also be able to submit custom 
requests to the copy center online 
Director of Campus Development 
for University Copy Center Drew 
Helmey said. 

The process of installing a new 
copy center in the RMC began last 
May. After Kinko's left, Stone met 
with President of Campus Docu-
ment Systems Richard Helmey, 
and his son Drew Helmey, who is 
a graduate student at the Jesse H. 
Jones School of Business, and Rice 
Business Process Consultant Daniel 
Fu. The group evaluated the need 
foracopycenterbyusing software to 
track the paper volume used around 
campus. They also examined the 
printing purchases from faculty 
and administration and evaluated 
the past activities of Kinko's. A posi-
tive demand for a copy center was 
determined and the Blair Ixtunge 
was selected as a location. 

The copy center will use its own 
employees, but may hire students 
for part-time jobs during surge 

seasons of copying and printing (i.e. 
back-to-school or finals periods), Drew 
Helmey said. 

The shop will be a satellite of 
University Copy Center, a subsidiary 
of Campus Document Systems, acom-
pany that has eight locations within 
the University of Houston System, 
Houston Community College System 
and Rice University. Richard and Drew 
Helmey arecooperatingwith Business 
Finance Manager Kenneth Stone to 
install the copy center at Rice. 

The shop will offer a small assort-
ment of office supplies, but Richard 
Helmey said he does not seek to 
compete with the Rice University 
Bookstore. 

"We don't want to duplicate items 
already provided," he said. 

Another facet of University Copy 
Center services will be fleet manage 
ment, or the handling of document 
demands from faculty and administra-
tion. Huge amounts of paper and copy 
materials are processed into handouts, 
class texts and administrative docu-
ments by Rice staff each year, Richard 
Helmey said. 

Stone said Rice's current printing 
practices are inefficient because they 
vary between buildings. He said hav-
ing a single provider of these services 
will regulate Rice printing, reducing 
operational costs. 

The copy center's agenda for 
fleet management, organization of 
the vehicles it operates, is extensive. 
The shop will assist in the purchas-
ing of university printing supplies 
and also format, bind and publish 
course packs for professors. The 
center will also produce live manuals 
and out-of-print texts, and perform 
custom publishing and copyright 
management, Helmey said. 

Currently, University Copy Center 

publishes over500small-scale titles 
a year. It plans to help professors 
publish course packs, textbooks, 
and other supplements. 

The new copy center aims to 
address shor tcomings of the former 
Rice Kinko's, which withdrew from 
campus lastyear. Stone said Kinko's 
obscure location in the downstairs of 
the RMC and lack of fleet manage-
ment, marginalized its importance 
to the Rice community. 

Many students, like Wiess ju-
nior Emelia Perfetti, were unaware 
of Kinko's existence. 

"1 didn't really know that 
Kinko's was there until I heard 
about it leaving," she said. 

Kinkos moved to the basement 
from Blair Lounge in 2000. 

University Copy Center should 
not suffer from Kinko's problems 
because of its fleet management 
services and better location in the 
Blair Lounge, a former conference 
room that is located next to the 
RMC information desk. 

Perfetti said she thinks the new 
copy center will get more use. 

"Ill probably use the new copy 
center fairly frequently, because 
the copy machines in the library 
are not that convenient for me," 
said Perfetti. 

Brown College junior Connie 
Foo disagreed. "I never needed 
the services of Kinko's," she said. 
"If I need posters printed, 111 just 
go to the Mudd Lab." 

Foo said that she likes the in-
troduction of convenient shops and 
services to the Rice campus, but is 
wary of too many external compa-
nies entering the Rice campus. 

"Overall, I like the growth, as 
long as we keep our Rice identity," 
she said. 

LOUNGE 
From page 1 

or not people abide by the rules of the 
library, he said. One such rule is that 
people must keep their coffee within 
the coffee lounge. If there are problems 
with spillage and mess, Koffler said the 
coffee machine might be removed. 

Koffler said Fondren staff are 
concerned about people taking 
coffee cups around the library, not 
cleaning up after themselves and 
spilling coffee on tables. 

'This is new to let a 
library allow student 
beverages inside... 
there's the danger 
of destroying 
priceless books.' 

Jeff Koffler 
Fondren Web Developer 

"The librarians think [the coffee 
lounge] is a great idea, but there's 
the danger of destroying priceless 
books," Koffler said. 

Though librarians have already 
noticed people taking coffee out of the 
lounge to the rest of the library, they 
are not saying anything about it 

"We want to see how students 
treat this resource," Koffler said. "If 
it turns out to a sticky mess, we're go-
ing to have to make restrictions." 

According to Koffler, the ma-
chine had to be refilled within two-
and-a-half hours of its opening on 
Wednesday. 

"We didn't think there would 
be lines of people, but we have had 
lines," Koffler said. 

Wiess College sophomore Tif-
fany Kim, who sampled free coffee 
on Wednesday, said she liked the 
concept of a coffee lounge. 

"The idea is kind of overdue," 
Kim said. "If anything, you can use 
an extra adrenaline push when you're 
studying, so it makes a lot of sense 
to have a coffee machine." 

But Coffeehouse employee 
Megan Hermance said the coffee 
lounge will not be taking the place 
of Coffeehouse any time soon. 

'To be honest with you, everyone 
I've talked to said [the coffee] is re-
ally bad quality," Hermance, a Baker 
College senior, said. "I'm not really 
concerned aboutit because everyone 
I've talked to said it's awful." 

Nonetheless, Brown College 
sophomore Tim Faust, also a Coffee-
house employee, said he appreciated 
the library's effort to provide late 
night-food and beverages. 

"It's desperately needed, and 
[the coffee lounge is] a step in the 
right direction, so I appreciated that 
they're making an effort," Faust said. 
"I just think that there are other ways 
they could have gotten more done in 
a better way." 

Along with coffee samples this 
week, students could fill out com-
ment cards on what the price of coffee 
should be and what should be offered 
in the vending machines, which will 
arrive in about two weeks. 

Koffler said people have been vot-
ing for coffee to be $1-1.25 per 12 oz. 
cup. However, Koffler said Housing 
and Dining will determine the price 
after evaluating comments. 

Faust suggested that instead 
of offering chips and snack food, 
macaroni or vegetable soup should 
be offered in vending machines. 

"But as long as there's love inside, 
that's all I care about," he joked. 
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Religion vs. Morality 
presented by Ayn Rand scholar 

Dr. Andrew Bernstein 

Thursday, February 7th 

7:30 pm Sewall Hall 309 
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Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston/Texas 77030 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 

HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 

Houston,Texas 77030 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 
1515 Holcombe Blvd. 

Houston, Texas 77030 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

6100 Main Street 

Houston, Texas 77005 

ALL students & employees -

1/2 deposit 

Waived admin fee 

No application fee 

Any resident transferred with school or company can give 

a 30-day notice and will be released from the lease contract. 

Letter from employer or school required. 

Mon - Thurs 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm 

Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 
• ( 

www.alexanmainstreet.com 

http://www.alexanmainstreet.com
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Anti-coal group begins activism on campus 
Sierra Student Coalition plans on lobbying Houston-based Dynegy energy 

by Joyce Yao 
THRESHER STAFF 

More than fifty people from Rice 
and the greater Houston community 
filled Sammy's on Wednesday to 
learn about how to get involved at 
the Sierra Student Coalition to Rice. 
The coalition, spearheaded by Em-
ily Stone, a member of GreenCore, 
a field school for environmental 
demonstrations, is working to stop 
the development of approximately 90 
coal plants across the country. 

Since the greatest number of 
proposals are by a Houston-based 
company, Dynegy, Stone said the 
coalition is uniquely positioned to 
decrease the number of proposals 
for plants nationwide. 

Stone stressed the importance 
of Rice student involvement in the 
campaign against the power plants. 

"Since Dynegy's headquarters 
are located in Houston, it's very 
important that Rice students get 
involved," she said. "This will be-
come a major national campaign, 
and the best way to get involved 
is to help build the campaign to a 
critical mass." 

Stone is optimistic that this cam-
paign will work. 

"The likelihood for success is 
huge," Stone said. "We are focusing 
on strategic public pushback that 
will emphasize the inefficiency of 
coal, and to tell the energy compa-

nies not to engage in a coal rush 
but rather invest money in energy 
efficiency and renewable energy, 
like wind and solar power. The 
campaign will be formulated in the 
best interest of Dynegy as a market-
based campaign, and we will do this 
by convincing the energy companies 
to switch to more efficient, alterna-
tive forms of energy." 

Citing the successful push by 
the Sierra Club, Public Citizen, the 
Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil, Houston Mayor Bill White and 
Dallas Mayor Tom Leppert against 
an energy company called TXU in 
retracting all eight of its plant propos-
als, Stone said the campaign against 
Dynegy will be even stronger than 
it was against TXU. Prior to these 
retractions, TXU was the largest 
proponent of new coal plants. 

At Wednesday's meeting, Susan-
nah Hook Rodgers, Houston Sierra 
Club Campaign Organizer, Andre 
Droxler, director of the Center for 
the Study of Environment and Soci-
ety (CSES) and Mike Roberson, an 
advocate from the American Lung 
Association of the Central States 
spoke about the potential effects of 
the power plants. 

Most climatologists and Demo-
cratic presidential frontrunners 
Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton 
and John Edwards advocate an 80 
percent reduction of global warm-
ing emissions by 2050. This goal 

would be impossible even if half of 
the proposed power plants are buili, 
since it would increase the country's 
emissions by 25 percent. 

The group's next activity, a 
campus-wide call-in day to the CEO 
of Dynegy, Bruce Williamson, was 
organized for next Tuesday. 

The coalition's goal is to be as ag-
gressive as possible against Dynegy 
before the company holds its share-
holder meeting on May 12. The coali-
tion has spread the plan throughout 
the Rice, University of Houston, 
Baylor University and Texas South-
ern University campuses. 

A student leader in the Sierra 
Club's campaign, Kendall Hollis, 
said she joined because it seemed 
like the right thing to do. 

"I met Emily at the RMC, saw 
the signs, and thought it was a good 
idea to join," Hollis, a Martel College 
sophomore, said. "I think any logical 
person who knew the facts would be 
all for [the cause]." 

Margaret Diddums, who has 
worked with Hollis to lead the 
campaign, also said she feels it will 
be successful. 

"I think the issue with students 
is that most of the people are in-
terested, but don't know how to 
create change," Diddums, a Lovett 
College freshman, said. "But as 
long as the interest is there we 
should have no problem recruiting 
students for the campaign." 
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Q&A with the man himself 
Matt Youn, a Brown College junior, listens to President Leebron speak during Leebron's office hours Wednes-
day. Leebron answered questions from students about the Board of Trustees, Rice's new slogan, construction, 
Rice's debt, competition with other universities, tuition and movies. Students also asked questions about the 
interaction between the largely glass Pavilion and shaving cream from Baker 13. 

WILSON 
From page 1 

Wilson's mother said she had 
spoken with Rice University Police 
Chief Bill Taylor and clarified that 
the activity on Wilson's Facebook 
account was her doing. 

()ne student who agreed to speak 
anonymously said that although 
finding Wilson was important, his 
mother's attempt to spread aware-
ness through Facebook might not 
be the most effective strategy. 

"I think she basically confused a 
lot of people because they thought 
he was b.'«k," the student said. "It's 
just kind o! confusing when you're 
[getting on Facebook) under the 
name of a missing person." 

Kymberlee Wilson, Wilson's sis-
ter, subsequently logged back into 
Wilson's Facebook and removed 
his membership from the "Find 
MatthewWilson"groupand changed 

his religious and political views back 
to the way they were originally. She 
posted in the group to explain what 
had happened and changed Wilson's 
Facebook password to prevent oth-
ers from logging in the future. 

On the FindMattWilson mes-
sage boards, Wilson's other sister, 
Kelly Wilson, apologized for any 
confusion her mother's actions 
may have caused. 

"Mom is having a very hard time 
right now and is not herself," Kelly 
wrote in a message. 

Although RUPD still does not 
have any new leads in the case, 
Wilson's mother said she will never 
give up looking for her son. 

"I will do this until the day I die," 
she said. "Matthew is my world. 
And I will never give up on finding 
Matthew. Never." 

She said there needed to he 
more flyers around campus and 
in the surrounding area. Wilson's 
mother advised nev techniques 
for getting Wilson's name in the 
area such as putting flyers on pizza 
delivery boxes. 

The FindMattWilson forum has 
been filled with arguments about 
Rice's and students' dedication 
and effort to finding Wilson, and 
whether they have done enough. 
One specific argument focused on 
a student's comment questioning 
what students who never knew 
Wilson could do. 

As part of her continuing efforts 
to keep her son's name and face in 
the public eye, Wilson's mother did 
an Interview with the television show 
Inside Edition, which she said will be 
airing in a few days. 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Jan. i o - 2 3 . 

Residential Colleges 
Sid Richardson College Jan. 17 
Wiess College Jan. 20 
Wiess College Jan. 23 

Academic Buildings 
Hermann Brown Hall Jan. 22 

Other Buildings 
Rice Memorial Center Jan. 16 
Rice Memorial Center Jan. 18 

Theft 
Theft 
Assault on a Public Servant 

Theft 

Theft 
Criminal Tresspass 

Other Areas 
Off Campus Jan. 1 8 Driving while intoxicated 

r R i c e C o f f e e h o u s e c u s t o m e r 

I f you l ike ou r a d s , 
p l e a s e c o n t i n u e b u y i n g 
our p r o d u c t s . 

I f you d o n ' t l ike our a d s , 
p l e a s e c o n t i n u e b u y i n g 
o u r p r o d u c t s . 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

The Faculty Senate met Wednesday. The following were discussed: 

• A new interdisciplinary minor in Global Health Technologies was 
proposed. 

• Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman requested an update on the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Rice's accreditation body. 

• The Senate Working Group on Admissions took up the mandate to 
discuss current admissions processes, to consider whether and how 
the University Committee on Admissions could figure in the process 
in the future and to provide a brief statement of goals pending senate 
approval that could be used as faculty recommendations to the Admin-
istration and Office of Admissions as Rice expands its undergraduate 
population. , 

• Associate Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness John Cornwell 
gave a SACS update. SACS recommended that the university demon-
strate that more assessment plans have been created and are being 
implemented. 

• The Student Association presented the results of a poll of student 
opinion on the academic calendar. The Senate voted on the calendar 
and chose Plan A (see story, page 1). There will be amendments to 
next year's calendar to allow for a common final exam period for senior) 
and non-seniors. 

• The Senate discussed an amendment or modification to next year's 
calendar to clear up difficulties with final exam week scheduling. The 
Senate will vote on the amendment at its next meeting. 

• Committee on Admissions Chair Dale Sawyer gave a presentation 
on Athletic Admissions. 

• The Administrator Review Policy was also presented. 

The meet ing adjourned at 2 p.m. 

RICE COFFEEHOUSE 
www rice.edu/coffeehouse 

ricethresher.org 
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Athletics department takes over IM, Rec Center as part of reorganization 
by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Starting this semester, the Athlet-
ics Department will be responsible 
for both varsity and club and intra-
mural sports. It will also be in charge 
of the recreation center, which will 
be finished in fall 2009. Athletic 
academic advising will nowfall under 
the administration of Dean of Under-
graduates Robin Forman. 

This model is a common one used 
by several peer institutions, including 
Harvard, Duke and Northwestern. 
Forman said he hopes the merge will 

ensure that athletic academic advis-
ing and general academic advising-
are not working at cross-purposes 
and share a single vision of campus. 
Athletics Director Chris Del Conte 
said that the precise details of the 
administrative changes and what 
they would mean for athletes and 
students had yet to be worked out. 
He also said he hoped the merge 
would correct any misconceptions 
that Rice student athletes were get-
ting preferential treatment. 

In addition to academic benefits, 
the merge is also intended to share 
facilities in a way that offers every-

one, both athletes and non-athletes, 
more opportunities to use athletic 
facilities. Intramural teams and clubs 
will now be able to use the same 
resources as varsity teams, from 
facilities to trainers. For instance, 
powderpuff games could be played 
at Rice stadium. Del Conte said he 
also envisioned the merge spreading 
awareness of intramural sports. 

"We're looking at getting the 
names of other clubs out there so 
that we can say, 'You know what? 
We have a National Championship-
winning women's water polo team,"' 
Del Conte said. 

Especially with the creation of 
the new recreational center close by 
the Jesse E. Jones Graduate School 
of Management, Del Conte said he 
envisioned this merger facilitating 
relationships between athletes and 
non-athletes and bringing campus 
closer together. 

"There's always the perception 
that there are student-athletes and 
that's a group distinct from the 
groups created by the residential 
college system," Del Conte said. 
"What we're trying to do is create 
centers outside the college system 
where we are one group united by 

Rice University." 
Del Conte said he also hopes this 

task will also be accomplished by 
the Brochstein Pavilion scheduled 
to open in April. 

"These projects are all about 
creating a dynamic environment on 
campus," Del Conte said. 

Lovett College junior Arthur 
Jones said he was excited about the 
Athletic Department's decision to 
adopt intramural and club sports. 

"I think this merge is fantastic 
because I know the varsity soccer 
fields are so much better, and I look 
forward to using them," he said. 

LAUREN SCHOEFFl ER THRESHER 

Burn, baby, burnrrrrrrn 
Slow Burn, a long-term improvisational group made up several students from Spontaneous Combustion, perform a twenty-minute scene based on one-word inspirations from the crowd Saturday at the 
Lovett Undergrounds. Spontaneous Combustion performs tonight at 9 p.m. at the Lovett Undergrounds. 

FLUOR 
Design a better career 
As the preeminent leader in the global building services market place, Fluor designs, 

builds, maintains and operates some of the most complex facilities around the world. 

We are looking for employees who desire exciting, engaging and challenging assignments. 

ru .v. 8 ? n i l *. 
,. "for-

in Civil, Chemical 
Construction, 
Electrical and 
Mechanical 
Engineering. 
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W O R L D O F O P P O R T U N I T Y F O R W O R l D - C L A S S P E O P L E 

hous tonco l l ege@f luo r . com www. f l uo r . com/ca ree rs 

mailto:houstoncollege@fluor.com
http://www.fluor.com/careers


THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ERIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2008 

weekly 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
February 1. 

CONCERT 

Sharon Jones and 
the Dap Kings 

If you didn't come to dance, 

then you don't want the funk. 

Hailing back to the funk and 

soul of the '60s and '70s, 

Sharon Jones and the Dap 

Kings revive old musical 

forms Friday at Walter's in the 

Heights.The show is for all 

ages and tickets are $15. 

Walter's on Washington 

4215 Washington 

www.4215wa3hington.com 

DANCE 

Dance Houston 
Winter Formal 

This is no high school prom. 

On Saturday more than 150 

local artists will showcase 

hip-hop dance with krumping, 

stepping, R&B and break 

dancing. The performance 

begirs at 8 p.m. and tickets 

are $15-30. 

Wortham Theater Center 

501 Texas 

www.worthamcenter.org 

CONTEST 

One Pot 
Showdown 

It's always a good idea to 

carbo-load before drinking. 

Or in the case of St. Arnold's 

One Pot Showdown, combine 

the two in this cooking 

competition. The only rule 

is that recipes must include 

a St. Arnold's beer. Tasting 

begins at 1 p.m. Monday and 

tickets are $15. 

St. Arnold Brewing Company 

2522 Fairway Park Drive 

www.saintarnold.com 

Final events bid spirited goodbye to Proletariat 
by Evan Mintz 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

C o v e r e d in p r o m o t i o n a l mov ie 
p o s t e r s and t h e n i c k s and d e n t s 
f r o m c o n c e r t s pas t , t h e P ro le t a r i a t 
h a s bui l t u p a th ick layer of rock-
and-rol l m o s s over i ts f ive-year his-
tory. But in t h e r igh t h a n d c o r n e r 
of t h e P ro l e t a r i a t ' s f ron t w i n d o w 
si ts a smal l pos ter , a t r i bu t e no t to 
t h e v e n u e ' s pas t , b u t to its f u t u r e : 
H a n d s off R i c h m o n d . C o m e next 
m o n t h t h e P ro le ta r i a t will c l o se 
down for demol i t ion th i s s u m m e r 
in o r d e r to m a k e r o o m for t h e ap-
p rop r i a t e ly b o u r g e o i s Met roRai l 
Univers i ty Line a l o n g Ric h m o n d . 

T h i s black-walled dive only h a s a 
few w e e k s left and t h e dea th kne l l s 
h a v e a l r e a d y b e g u n to r ing . Last 
M o n d a y w a s KTRU's final DJ n igh t 
b e f o r e it m o v e s to i ts new locat ion, 
t h e M i n k , and F r iday w a s t h e final 
H o u s t o n s h o w for local m a i n s t a y 
t h e M a t h l e t e s , w h o a f t e r w a r d s 
went t h e i r s e p a r a t e ways. 

T h e c r o w d t h a t M o n d a y 
w a s w h a t o n e w o u l d e x p e c t : 
an a s s o r t m e n t of K T R U D J s , 
f r i e n d s , h a n g e r s - o n and c r e e p y 
g r a d s t u d e n t s . 

T h e n ight b e g a n with Brown 
Col lege sen io r Alice Chai sp inn ing 
t e c h n o r e m i x e s , h u d d l e d over the 
tu rn tab les in a da rkened c o r n e r with 
a KTRU 91.7 FM banner . But the 
m u s i c s e e m e d to have little e f f ec t 
on t h e KTRU c rowd that w a s grip-
ping l o n g n e c k s like life p r e s e r v e r s 
while c i rc l ing into a middle schoo l 
ca fe te r i a w o r t h of c l iques . A m o n g 
t h e d a n k f loors and pool table, this 
g r o u p of too-cool-for-ClearChannel 
h i p s t e r s was b e g g i n g for an ex-
c u s e to pu t t h o s e h ips to use . But 
w h e t h e r the conversa t ion was too 
e n r a p t u r i n g , w h e t h e r the c r o w d s 
w e r e too se l f -consc ious or w h e t h e r 
t h e t u r n t a b l e s jus t could not r e a c h 
a cri t ical m a s s of people, t h e sway-
ing h ips did not move to full-out 
booty shak ing . 

It is only appropr ia te that the 
final DJ of the n ight t h rew down 
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DAN DEROZIER/ THRESHER 

Gie Gie McGee and Joe Mathlete lead fans in an enthusiastic rock-out before the Proletariat closes to make room for the 
new MetroRail line along Richmond. 

s o m e t racks that could only b e seen 
as m e m o r i e s of a dance- t ime past: 
Disco. Eyes looked up from dr inks as 
the r o o m f o r m e d into a dance circle. 
'Hie Proletar iat may have been dealt 
a mor t a l blow, bu t it was still alive at 
that m o m e n t . 

Still, it was no th ing c o m p a r e d to 
what happened Friday. 

T h e M a t h l e t e s d e f y m u s i c a l 
label — low-fi b e d r o o m pop o r cu te 
rock a r e as c lose as you can c o m e . 
But what o n c e w a s a h igh schoo l 
s t u d e n t with a four - t rack c a s s e t t e 
r e c o r d e r h a s g r o w n into a sprawl 
band , all h e a d e d up by that or iginal 
J o e Math le t e . And Fr iday t h e band 
w a s out in full f o r m : A 20-person 
e n s e m b l e of t r o m b o n e p l a y e r s , 
mul t ip le d r u m m e r s and gu i t a r i s t s 
ga lo re , cobb led t o g e t h e r f r o m the 

L inus P a u l i n g Q u a r t e t , t h e band 
f o r m e r l y k n o w n as t h e D i m e s ( the 
Seat t le ve r s ion was m e n t i o n e d in 
Spin, f o r c i n g o u r d e a r H o u s t o n 
b a n d to c h a n g e i ts n a m e ) , and 
s o m e or ig inal M a t h l e t e s , includ-
ing e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l t e a c h e r 
t u r n e d r o c k s t a r Gie Gie M c G e e 
and Rice a l u m n u s Ryan Good land 
(Lovett '06) . 

Just as tequila sho t s s tar ted pour-
ing, the Ma th l e t e s s t a r t ed playing 
while a m a n in a Pee-Wee H e r m a n 
suit began danc ing in f ron t of the 
s tage . O h yes, this was a Math le tes 
conce r t . T h e band s o u n d e d almost 
like an o r c h e s t r a tun ing up, with the 
twenty or so i n s t r u m e n t s colliding 
into a wreck of a creat ive symphony, 
which t h e n seamless ly swelled into 
the first original song of t h e night , 

1C( 
Brown College senior Alice Chai plays the first set Monday night at the Proletariat, where KTRU had its last DJ night. 

with J o e be l t ing an u p b e a t dit ty 
about how h e always h a s to drive hi> 
f r i e n d s — i n c l u d i n g f o r m e r d i rec tor 
of In f e rna l B r i d e g r o o m P r o d u c -
t ions T a m a r i e Cooper — a round in 
his car. 

"We r e h e a r s e d four t imes," J o e 
told t h e c rowd. 

T h e r e was seemingly no r h y t h m 
or r h y m e to t h e concer t — except in 
the songs , of cou r se — with s inge r s 
r ead ing lyrics f rom cell p h o n e s and 
at least t h r e e t a m b o u r i n e p layers 
at once. But somehow, it ill c a m e 
toge ther . Like h o w t h e H o u s t o n 
sprawl can s o m e h o w give b i r t h 
to a place like the Proletariat , th i s 
u n o r d e r e d sprawl of d i sorganized 
players b r o u g h t out of c h a o s a t r u e 
rock band. But the Proletar iat is 
facing its end , and so w e r e the Math-
letes. It w a s a concer t e ight yea r s in 
the making . 

T h e energy felt that night, or even 
the M o n d a y before , was not con-
strained to the building. T h e people 
would leave once the mus i c e n d e d , 
d i f fus ing back to the i r Hous ton day 
jobs, and br ing ing the i r memor i e s , 
or m a y b e hangovers , with t h e m . It 
was a final night for t h e Math le tes , 
or at least for their c u r r e n t incarna-
tion. But as Gie Gie put it: "He'll b e 
back, you know Joe." 

T h e Math le tes have never been a 
solid band, just people with a passion 
for music . T h e band may b reak up, 
but the Math le tes will cont inue. And 
with the Proletar ia t ' s b o o k e r Dun-
nock Woolford and KTRU DJ n ights 
moving to the Mink in midtown, the 
Proletariat may be dead, but long 
live the Proletar iat . 

Two is not better than one in Alley musical Love, Janis 

I 

by Ju l ia B u r s t e n 
THRESHER STAFF 

Inner monologue does not always 
t rans la te well on s tage; s o m e t i m e s 
it n e e d s a g immick . Shakespea re ' s 
Hamle t had the benef i t of iambic 
pen tamete r and r h y m e for his bare-it-
all soliloquy. He also kept t h e speech 
u n d e r t h r e e h o u r s long, un l i ke 
Randal Myler ' s script and direction 
in t h e Alley T h e a t r e ' s product ion 
of Love, Janis. Myler ' s g immick is 
also painfully s t r e t ched : He s tages 
a vaguely Jekyll-and-Hy de por t rayal 

of two J a n i s Jop-
lins, played by two 
separa te ac t resses , 
and the t rans i t ion 
f rom Janis to Jan is 
could use a little of 
the bipolar doc tor ' s 
mag ic potion. Luck-
ily, t he produc t ion ' s 
m u s i c c a p t i v a t e s 
v iewers with a psy-
c h e d e l i c s p l e n d o r 
t h a t u n d o u b t e d l y 

saves the show. 
Love, Janis t akes its script f rom 

the book by t h e s a m e name, au-
tho red by Janis ' s is ter Laura Joplin, 
which collects Janis ' le t ters h o m e 
d u r i n g h e r j o u r n e y t h r o u g h t h e 
1960s mus ic scene . T h e p remise is 
awkward for a live show b e c a u s e the 
family 's repl ies w e r e lost in Janis ' 
d rug- induced dive into oblivion. So 

'Love, Janis' 
• • • 1 / 2 of five 

Playing Jan. 25 to Feb. 9 at 
the Alley Theatre 

t he speak ing Jan is (Marisa Ryan) 
s t r u t s a round a spa r se set speak-
ing h e r le t ters aloud as s h e wri tes 
t h e m , while t h e s inging Jan i s (Mary 
Br idget Davies on the night of the 
review; s o m e p e r f o r m a n c e s fea ture 
Katrina C h e s t e r ) wai ts in t h e wings. 
T h e n Davies ' Jan i s a t tacks a micro-

p h o n e and, with t h e he lp of Sam 
Andrew ' s musical di rect ion and a 
shockingly hones t m i m i c r y of Big 
Bro the r and the Holding Company, 
t r a n s f o r m s t h e Alley into a thump-
ing San F ranc i sco bene f i t show, 
comple te with beaded cur ta in and 
swirling neon visualizer. 

T h e two Jan i se s ' eclect ic cos-
t u m e s a re near ly identical th rough-
out eve ry c o s t u m e c h a n g e , and they 
occasionally reci te the s a m e lines 
s imultaneously. Hie doub le vision 
is jar r ing, and Myler d o e s not offer 
h is aud ience any aid for orientat ion. 
As Ryan c loses h e r first letter and 
Davies be l t s t h e gra t ing "Come on, 
c o m e on!" that opens "Piece of my 
Hear t , " the s inger ' s vividly accurate 
voice c r a c k s and f is t -pumps are all 
bu t lost in t h e aud ience ' s confus ion. 
But about two-thirds t h r o u g h the 
first act, t h e w o m e n set t le into a 
slightly less syncopated rhy thm, and 
t h e s tory beg ins to w o r k with t h e 
mus ic ins tead of agains t it. 

See JANIS, page 10 

r ALLEY THEATRf 

One Janis. played by Katrina Chester, 
commands the stage with a startlingly 
accurate rendition of Janis' music. 

http://www.4215wa3hington.com
http://www.worthamcenter.org
http://www.saintarnold.com
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Ask a groupie how she likes J A N I S 
her eggs at breakfast 

This Sunday I went to the Yeasayer 
and MGMTconcert And Ihadmyflrst 
taste of what if s like to be a groupie. 

The Yeasayer moved 
me. They have a mythologi-
cal sound, as if I'm listening 
to a prayer but with elec-
tronic beats that make me 
want to dance. 

The lead singer had on 
skinny yellow pants and 
thick black glasses. The 
guitarist's beautiful long, 
dark hair flowed in waves 
over his face. The guy who 
looked liked Crosby Stills 
and Nash with the white 
cotton headband played the bass. I 
was too short to see the drummer, but 
I know that he went shirtless during 
the second half of the set 

During a between-song shout out, 
Yellow Pants mentioned it was the 
band's first time in our fair city. Then 
it occurred to me: This is my fair city. 
I, the sweaty, boot-wearing brunette 
up front, knew this town quite well 
and if indeed the Yeasayer was 
interested in seeing it, my friends 
and I would make the perfect tour 
guides. I knew I was taking Yellow 
Pants' weak attempt at connecting 
with his audience too seriously, but I 
also knew that I was eating the best 
breakfast in Houston the next day 
and everyone loves breakfast. 

And so my friends and I schemed. 
We would invite Yeasayer to breakfast. 

The set ended and our new favorite 
band took its post behind the T-shirt 
table. My friend Marie seized me and 
together we approached. 

Before long I was talking to Yellow 
Pants. 1 told him 1 liked his pants. Yes, 
he said, they are yellow. Myeyes edged 
towards M arie, who was thankfully hav-
ing more luck with Good Hair. Feeding 
off each other's energy, Marie and 1 
built up to the breakfast invitation. We 
raved — raved! — about die potatoes 
and the chicken apple sausage. I flipped 
my hair and pursed my lips and spilled 
beer on MGMT shoelaces. 

Nikki 
Metzgar 

Oh yeah, said Yeasayer, we 
eat breakfast 

A little black book was produced 
and inside it amongst the 
names of countless desper-
ate females, I wrote my 
number. I wrote"delicious." 
And I wrote "breakfast" 

MariegotCSN-face—or 
Ira as he is more commonly 
referred to — to give her 
his number. Yellow Pants 
gave me a band button and 
showed me his tattoo. 

When you hear the word 
groupie, all kinds of bad 
associations come to mind. 

Now I wonder, does "delicious" mean 
something else when underlined three 
times? Was the expectation that Yellow 
Pants would defile me in the back of 
the band bus, or in Yeasayer's case, 
one of their two vans? 

True groupies invite rock stars to 
hip after-parties, but I really did mean 
breakfast in the literal sense. Sex aside 
though, maybe our motivations are the 
same — we are moved by the music. 
That and I need friends. 

But somehow, for any guy with 
a guitar, there are countless girls. 
Frank Sinatra started it Elvis and the 
Beatles likewise enjoyed the fruits of 
groupiedom. As I walked away from 
the T-shirt table, a halter-topped babe 
took my place right away. Groupies are 
working against terrible odds. So the 
question arises of what is so gratifying 
about the company of musicians. 

For me, it's not the tight pants. The 
music has something to do with it — 
ideally it is good. But what is really so 
attractive about guitarists, drummers 
and even cellists, is the fact that these 
men (and women) have a craft they 
are truly passionate about. When they 
strum their guitars and bite their lips 
in concentration, the burning coals 
of creative intensity are alive in their 
eyes. It's hot. 

Nikki Metzgaris a Baker College sen io r 
and Arts and Entertainment editor. 

From page 9 

The stumbling soliloquies of 
"Dear Mom" and "Love, Janis" are 
rarely interrupted, and only by 
an anonymous interviewer (Paul 
Hope) — done in voiceover that is 
far from subtle. 

The questions are not unreason-
able ones for a journalist to ask of a 
musician, but it is painfully obvious 
that they are only asked to fill the holes 
the letters leave out of her story. J anis' 
relationship with the interviewer 
evolves, beginning in deference 
and progressing through a series of 
scenes full of quippy wit and biting 
resentment Ryan's last dialogue with 
the interviewer, on the subject of Jimi 
Hendrix's fatal overdose, is the most 
poignant speech in the show. 

The production's setting, and the 
staging intended to capture it have 
split personalities of their own. For-
tunately, the double-entendre gim-
micks unfold more smoothly than the 

overarching dual-character concept 
Norm Schwab's set design allows the 
Janises to flow seamlessly from their 
San Francisco apartment to a number 
of stages around the country, and a 
convenient projector screen invokes 
the Golden Gate Bridge when it is off 
duty from displaying a trippy blob of 
psychedelic goo. 

The production's 
music captivates 
viewers with a 
psychedelic 
SPLENDOR 
that undoubtedly 
saves the show 

This impressionistic interpreta-
tion of Janis' movement around the 
country is surprisingly effective, and 
it helps the audience to suspend their 
disbelief at imaginary props such as 
the invisible dogs Ryan plays with 

throughout the production. The 
free-flowing set also reflects Janis' 
meandering, not-all-there movement 
through her musical career. 

The successes of Love, Janis 
belong to the show's production 
crew and to its musicians' ability to 
channel Janis' various bands with 
eerie accuracy. Davies flaps around 
her bands in a perfect reflection of 
Janis' idiosyncratic stage persona, 
and her guitarists (Ben Nieves, Eric 
Massimino and Stephan Badreau) 
and drummer Oim Wall) seamlessly 
transition from their roles in Big 
Brother and the Holding Company 
to Janis' later backup artists, the 
Kozmic Blues Band, making audi-
ences wish the performances were 
just concerts in themselves. 

But since the letter-writing Janis 
is a much less accessible character 
than the leather-and-feather siren of 
the '60s stage, viewers' frustration 
with the portrayal of the spoken-word 
Janis might not be such a bad thing. 
And if audiences can fight through 
that frustration, they will be treated 
to the best Janis Joplin cover band 
they have ever heard. 

Heath Ledger, 1979-2008 
Heath Ledger's death caused 

a ripple effect of shock and con-
fusion among Rice students on 
Tuesday. Within hours of receiving 
the news, many registered their 
grief on Facebook. Even some who 
were not serious Ledger fans dur-
ing his lifetime are affected by the 
news, because his death is the first 
among major actors of our genera-
tion's entertainment culture. 

Fondly remembered as tough 
and dreamy Patrick from 10 Things 
I Hate About You and later in his 
career, sensitive and grim Ennis 
Del Mar in Brokeback Mountain, 
Ledger's career transition reflects 
in some ways our personal evolu-
tion over the past 10 years. His 
characters appealed to both our 
childish admiration for charming 

foreign accents and our maturing 
intellectual concern with relevant 
social issues. For some, Ledger 
was a first crush. 

A favorite for many of us, Led-
ger did not rely on his increasing 
popularity to become Hollywood's 
next heartthrob. Instead he moved 
onto more challenging film roles 
including his latest as Bob Dylan 
in the bio-pic I'm Not There. Movie 
audiences can still expect to see 
Ledger again in The Dark Knight, 
the latest Batman installation due 
out this summer. 

Ledger's death reminds us that 
even the young are not bulletproof, 
and our generation certainly shows 
that it regrets the loss of such a 
promising artist as well as the loss 
to his friends and family. 
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Well, that was impressive 

He swam out through the broken 

helmet, and re-bigulated himself 

while holding his breath. 

He was a so naked 

Too bad really... This 

suit is trashed Now 
I t s a shame, really, since now 

nobody can even USE this one 
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Owls' momentum stifled by UCF 
Crosstown rivalry resumes tomorrow as Rice takes on UH at Sharp Gym 

by Justin Hudson 
THRESHER STAFF 

Just when it seemed the women's 
basketball team was starting to play 
to its potential, a second-half collapse 
last Sunday erased any semblance 
of momentum the Owls had gained. 
Thanks to a 24-5 run in the second 
half, Rice (8-11, 1-4 Conference 
USA) fell to the University of Central 
Florida 68-49 in Houston Baptist Uni-
versity's Sharp Gym last Sunday. 

Rice must regain its footing in 
time for tomorrow's game against the 
University of Houston, which startsat 
2 p.m. in Sharp Gym. Only two weeks 
ago, the Owls dropped a 71-66 nail-
biter to the Cougars (10-9,4-1 C-USA) 
after leading for all but three minutes 
of the game. The Cougars have now 
won four straight games in conference 
play thanks to their dominance on the 
boards — they are second in C-USA 
with 43.7 rebounds per game. 

"They are playing very good 
basketball right now," head coach 
Greg Williams (Hanszen '70) said. 
"They are going to be coming out 
with swagger and confidence." 

But the news is not all doom and 
gloom tor Rice: Three days before 
losing to UCF, Ihe Owls snapped a 
previous five-game losing streak with 
a 64-58 win at the University of South-
ern Mississippi. If the Owls hope to 
have a shot at downing the Cougars, 
they will need to perform as well as 
they did against Southern Miss. 

As in previous games during the 
losing streak, Rice hung tight with its 
opponent throughout the first half. 
The Owls found themselves down 32-
26 with 1:58 left, but senior point guard 
Kadie Riverin and freshman forward 
Morgan Mavse helped the team go 
on a 10-2 run and take a 36-34 lead 
at the break. Rice shot exceptionally 
well in the half, hitting 52 percent of 
their shots from the field. 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 
Record: 8-11, 1-4 C-USA 

Last week: The Owls finally 
earned their first conference 
victory, downing Southern Miss 
64-58 last Friday before falling 
to UCF 6 8 4 9 two days later. 

Next up: Rice welcomes 
Houston to Sharp Gym 
tomorrow at 2 p.m. 

But just as in its previous confer-
ence games, Rice went cold during the 
second half, shootinga miserable 6-28 
from the field —just 21 percent. 

But despite their offensive short-
comings, the Owls did not panic, 
opting instead to turn up the pressure 
on the defensive end. 'Hie Golden 
Eagles shot only 27 percent while 
committing 11 turnovers down the 
stretch, and Rice held Pauline Love, 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Black students unfairly 
sidelined with assumptions 

As the proud parents they are, 
my father and mother like to tell 
anyone within earshot that their 
only child attends Rice University 
in Houston, Texas. Most of the re-
sponses they receive, they happily 
tell me, are usually along the lines 
of "Oh, that's a good 
school," or "How does 
he like Texas?" 

But every once in a 
while, my father tells 
me he gets a question, 
particularly among 
those aware of Rice's 
academic rigor, of 
"What sport does he 
play?" My dad usually 
has to explain to these 
people that I actually 
got into Rice because 
of my academic merit, not my 
athletic ability. 

At its surface, the question is 
no big deal, or at least it shouldn't 
be big deal. It really should be 
an innocuous question. And 
yet, the question is based on a 
disturbing assumption — a racial 
assumption. 

If the topic of attending Rice is 
brought up I doubt that parents 
of white Rice students are asked 
what sport their children play. 
That's because it is assumed 
the student is attending such a 
prestigious school based solely 
on his academic qualifications. 
However, when a black parent 
is talking about his son attend-
ing the same institution, others 
presume that the his entrance 
exam was athletic. 

Justin Hudson 

I have encountered such 
thinking far too many times on 
the Rice campus. While walking 
into an economics professor's 
office during my first semester 
here, I was immediately asked if 
I was an athlete. Then there was 

the time I was getting 
help for a Math 102 
assignment in a class-
mate's room when his 
roommate said, "You 
play football, right?" 
And of course, there 
was the time I was in-
vited to talk to a Teach 
for America rep, who 
naturally asked, "Do 

— — you play football?" 
Such experiences 

are not uncommon 
for black males here at Rice. But 
what makes the situation harder 
for me to comprehend is my 
slight stature. I can understand 
if I were 6-4, 325 pounds of solid 
muscle like your average offen-
sive lineman, but I am 5-10, 140 
pounds on a good day, and have 
been horrendous at sports my 
whole life. Coordination, let alone 
speed, power and agility, are not 
my friends. 

Even when I wear sports ap-
parel, you'd think it should still be 
obvious I would literally be torn 
in half by any defensive back. 
The jersey, which almost reaches 
my knees, makes me look like an 
elementary school kid trying to 
mimic his favorite player. In other 
words, I'm about as unathletic 

Sec B1ACK. page 14 

the second leading scorer in C-USA 
to six points on 3-15 shooting. Hie 
Owls also made their free throws, 
hitting 15 of 19 during the half, and 
most importantly, five of she during 
the final 2:28 of the game. 

Rice was not as fortunate against 
in its next game against UCF 
(8-10, 1-4 C-USA). The first half was 
a back-and-forth affair. Sophomore 
guard Tara Watts helped pace the Owls 
with 11 points in the half while Mayse 
and fellow freshman guard Memri 
Carmon contributed five points apiece, 
and Rice trailed 27-26 at halftime. 

As the second half began the Owls 
clamped down on defense, forcing 
the Golden Knights to miss their 
first 10 field goals and holding them 
to only two points over the first six 
and a half minutes. 

Unfortunately for Rice the team 
again fell victim to offensive malaise. 
UC Fs first field goal of the half marked 
the beginning of die 24-5 run that put 
the game out of reach. 

Defensive lapses also killed 
Rice toward the end. The Golden 
Knights finished the game making 
11 of 16 as Rice lost control of the 
post and was unable to prevent easy 
UCF baskets. Any hopes of a late 
comeback were thwarted as UCF 
easily navigated Rice's pressure de-
fense, forcing the Owls to foul. The 
Golden Eagles were particularly 
potent from the free-throw line, 
going 17-20 in the second half. 

See WOMEN, page 14 
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DEIAN TABAKOV, THRESHER 

The Owls, who face UH tomorrow at 2 p.m. in Sharp Gym, will be relying on 
freshman forward Morgan Mayse if they hope to win. Mayse has been tearing 
up the court lately, averaging 13.3 points in her last three games. 

Women's track leaps to victory at UH meet 
by Natalie Clericuzio 

THRESHER El>IT()RIAL STAFF 

The women's track and field 
team reached new heights, both 
literally and figuratively last Friday 
as senior Rachel Greff's provisional 
qualifying win in the pole vault led 
the Owls to a first-place win in the 
Leonard Hilton Memorial at the 
University of Houston's Yeoman 
Field House. Rice's score of 127 
points bested the other thirteen 
competitors, including second-place 
Sam Houston State University's 95 
points and cross-town rival UH's 
91.5 points. 

'Hie Owls now get a well-deserved 
two-week break before they run in 
the University of Houston Invita-
tional, where they will again compete 
against thirteen schools, including 
a full UH squad and the University 
of Texas currently ranked 11th in 
the nation. 

Head coach Jim Bevan said he 
sees the challenge as a good oppor-
tunity for his team to prepare itself 
for meets later in the season. 

"We're just trying to get fitter 
and get a little sharper and get 
a little more technically refined 
in our field events," he said. "In 
order to finish things out, you 
need meets." 

Greff, a former Conference USA 
indoor champion in the pole vault, 
led the way at the UH meet with 
her winning vault of 3.95 meters. 
Fellow seniors I )esarie Walwyn and 
Lennie Waite started the season off 
well. Walwyn's third-place time of 
7.55 seconds in the 60-meter dash 
was a career best for her. Waite 
also had a career-best finish in the 
mile, placing second with a time 
of 4 minutes, 51 02 seconds. But 
Waite was not the only impressive 
finisher in the mile, as senior Cal-
lie Wells, junior Claire Shorall and 
sophomore Nicole Mericle placed 

third, fifth and sixth, respectively. 
Additionally, two-event competitor 
senior Lacee Carmon placed in both 
of her events, finishing second in 
the long jump and third in the 60-
meter hurdles. 

The underclassmen contributed 
to the team win as well. Sophomore 

transfer Sarah Lyons' time of 25:09 
won the 200-meter dash and fresh-
man .Allison Pye's 17:16.95 captured 
a win in the 5,000. 

The Owls also performed espe-
cially well in the relays, as taking first 
in both the 4x400 relay with a time 

Set- HILTON, page 14 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday, Jan. 25 
•Swimming vs. Houston and LSU 
5 p.m. — UH Rec Center 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
•Swimming vs. Houston and LSU 
11 a.m. — UH Rec Center 

• Women's Basketball at Southern Miss 
2 p.m. — Sharp Gym 

J*. wmS&t* 

•Women's Tennis vs. UCF 
3 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
The Owls begin their dual-match season against the Mean Green 

Sunday, Jan. 27 
•Women's Tennis vs. Lamar 
1:30 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Monday, Jan. 28 
•Women's Tennis vs. UTSA 
3 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

FROM THE EDITOR S DESK 
Last Wednesday's game between the men's basketball team 

and UH, held at Reliant Arena, marked the first time since 

1984 that the two teams played at a location other than an 

on-campus venue. To put that in persepective. the top movie 

23 years ago was Ghostbusters, the top song was Prince's 

"When Doves Cry" and the Owls finished the season with a 

13-17 record. 
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Swimmers split road meets, prepare to face Houston and LSU 
by Tracy Dansker 

THRESHER STAFF 

On the road for the first time in 
2008, the swim team struggled to 
keep pace with the defending Con-
ference USA champions, Southern 
Methodist University, falling 125-75 
to the 12th-ranked Mustangs last 
Friday. Despite the disappointing 
performance against SMU, Rice ral-
lied to beat the University of North 

Texas by a 154-134 margin the next 
morning to begin its longest road 
swing of the year. 

The Owls do not have far to travel 
this weekend. Today and tomorrow, 
Rice (84) will take on the University 
of Houston for a two-day meet at the 
UH Rec Center. Today's meet begins 
at 5 p.m. and tomorrow's begins at 
11 a.m. Having met the Cougars 
once already at the Phill Hansel 
Duals back in November, the Owls 

ARAMARK 

JOB FAIR 
ARAMARK is Nor Hiring for RODEO 
Date: Monday, January 28,2008 

Time: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Location: Reliant Center at Reliant 

Park 
(Enter Reliant Park at McNee Street and Kirby Drive, Gate 10) 

We are hiring friendly and enthusiastic people 
who would enjoy working a seasonal part-time position. 

All Applicants must be 18 years of age. 
ARAMARK is an equal opportunity employer 

are confident they can once again 
defeat their opponent. 

"Houston always puts up a good 
fight when they swim us," assistant 
coach Jada Hallmark (Sid '01) said. 
"If we can just put together some 
good, smart races and a little bit of 
speed I think we will definitely come 
out on top." 

Louisiana State University will 
also face Rice and UH at the same 
times on Friday and Saturday. Swim-
ming in the Southeastern Confer-
ence, the Tigers are ranked 24th in 
the nation. Despite that high ranking, 
the Owls do not seem fazed after hav-
ing competed against ranked teams 
over the last two weekends. 

"This week we're kind of laying 
low a little bit, trying to recuperate 
form the last couple of weeks of train-
ing and hopefully we'll have a little 
bit of rest behind us ... and some 
momentum going in to Friday and 
Saturday's meets," Hallmark said. 

Although they lost to SMU, 
the Owls performed well in many 

races. Senior Brittany Massengale, 
who was named Conference USA 
Swimmer of the Week Jan. 23, came 
in first and junior Caitlin Warner 

THIS WEEKEND 
Rice vs. Houston/LSU 

When: Today at 5 p.m., 

tomorrow at 1 1 a.m. 

Where: UH Rec Center 

History: The Owls com-

peted against the Cougars 

and the Tigers on Jan. 14, 

2006, at the UH Rec Center. 

Rice beat UH 202-145 but 

fell to LSU 196-151. 

came in second in the 1,000-yard 
freestyle. The 200-freestyle relay 
team of juniors Keri Hyde, Skylar 
Craig, Carlyann Miller and Diane 

Gu also snagged first place. In 
addition, Miller took second in 
the 100-freestyle with a time of 
52.80 seconds. Last week's C-USA 
Swimmer of the Week, senior Pam 
Zelnick, also had an impressive 
finish as she snatched second place 
away from the Mustangs in the 100-
breaststroke. 

"We probably could have swam 
better but it wasn't a devastating loss," 
Gu said. "We want to win as many dual 
meets as we can, but our main focus 
is on conference and getting ready for 
that so each weekend we're racing is 
helping us get there." 

Against North Texas (2-8) the 
next day, the Owls overcame the 30-
point deficit — stemming directly to 
their lack of a diving team — by win-
ning nine out of the fourteen events. 
Freshman Kait Chura led the way by 
claiming first in the 200-backstroke 
by just four-tenths of second. The 
Owls also grabbed victories in 400-
medley relay, 1,000-freestyle and 
200-freestyle to take the meet. 

Men's track places third to start indoor season 
by Brody Rollins 

THRESHER STAFF 

There are few two-sport stars at 
Rice, but seniors Bubba Heard and 
Jon Turner are certainly the cream 
of the multi-athlete crop for the 
Owls. Heard and Turner — both 
key contributors on the football 
team — placed first and third, re-
spectively, in the 200 meters in last 
Friday's Leonard Hilton Memorial 
at the University of Houston. 

The rest of the men's track team 
did not do quite as well overall, 
managing a third-place finish with 
64 points. The University of Texas 
won the meet with a total of 108 

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Program 

tk 

ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT 
GRADUATE STUDY LEADING TO THE PH.D.? 

IF SO, READ ON. 

T h e Mel lon Mays Undergradua te Fel lows Program ( M M U F P ) at Rice Univers i ty has three goals. First, it seeks to increase the 
number of minori ty students, and others with a demons t ra ted commi tmen t to e radica t ing racial dispari t ies , w h o will pursue PhDs 
in core f ie lds in the arts and sciences. In doing so, the p rogram a i m s to reduce over t ime the ser ious under- representa t ion on the 
facul t ies of ind iv idua ls f r o m certain minor i ty groups , a s well as to add res s the a t t endant educa t iona l c o n s e q u e n c e s of these 
dispar i t ies . Second , it seeks to nurture these s tudents to be the researchers , t eachers , and men to r s of the highly diverse col lege 
student bodies of the future . Third , it seeks to encourage study abroad expe r i ences as part of the i r research agenda . T h e fields 
that the Andrew W . Mellon Foundat ion has targeted fo r suppor t are: Anthropology, Art History, Classics, Computer Science, 
Demography, Karth Sciences. Ecology, English, Ethnomusicology, Foreign Languages, History, Literature, Mathematics, 
Musicology. Philosophy, Physics, Political Theory. Religion and Sociology. 

Applicants should normal ly be comple t ing their s o p h o m o r e year as a s tudent at Rice Univers i ty . Jun iors are invited to apply as 
Associate Fellows. Selection will be based on a number of a t t r ibutes including but not l imited to a c a d e m i c s tanding and potential , 
l ife expe r i ences and interests , c o m m i t m e n t t o bu i ld ing b r idges in mul t icu l tura l se t t ings , and interest in p u r s u i n g g radua te 
educat ion. S tudents w h o participate in the p rogram rece ive a yearly s t ipend of $2 ,000 . work closely with a f acu l ty mentor for 
two years , and are also el igible for part icipation in s u m m e r f e l l owsh ip p rog rams at the end of their s o p h o m o r e or j un io r years. 
F ina l i s t s will be in te rv iewed. A n n o u n c e m e n t s will be m a d e in March . Visi t our tab le at the U n d e r g r a d u a t e Resea rch 
Opportuni t ies Fair for more information on Thursday , January 17, 2008 in the Grand Flail, R M C at 7 :00 PM. 

For more information and to download the application go to: 
http://www.rice.edu/mellonmays 

Application deadline is February 4.2008 

CONTACT: 
Dr. Roland B. Smith, Jr. or Gloria Bean 

Office of the Associate Provost 

Rice University 

713/348-5688 

points and Stephen F. Austin Uni-
versity snuck by with 65.20 points. 

Next up for the Owls will be 
a return trip to the UH Athletics 
Center for the Houston Invitational 
on Feb. 2. While their opponents 
are not yet set, the team will once 
again undoubtedly be facing the 
Cougars, who finished fifth last 
Friday with 45.20. 

Since the conditions will most 
likely be the same for the Houston 
Invitational, the Owls can expect to 
be successful in the same events 
that they were last week. Heard fin-
ished in 22.12 seconds and Turner 
finished shortly thereafter with a 
time of 22.51 as the Owls teamed 
to dominate the 200. Turner also 
finished second in the 60m with a 
time of 6.88 seconds. 

The Owls also performed very 
well in the triple jump as they were 
led by senior Devon Fanfair, who 
jumped a full meter further than 
the team's best jump from one 
year ago. Fanfair's longest jump 
was 49 feet, 1.75 inches, enough 
to land him in first, although it 
was not by much — freshman Ugo 
Nduaguba took second place with 
his jump of 48 feet, 11.75 inches. 
Both athletes had their longest 
leap of the day on their sixth and 
last jumping opportunities. 

"The triple jump right at the end 
of the meet was great," junior Aar-
on Robson said. "We had two great 
performances and the competition 

between the two was excellent." 
However, Nduaguba was not 

the only successful freshman last 
weekend. Freshman Clay Baker 
broke Rice's all-time record in the 
weight throw by hitting the mark 
of 45-01, breaking the previous re-
cord was of 42-11, which was set in 
2004 by T.J. Fairbanks. However, 
the throw was only good enough 
for 14th place overall. 

In the longer-distance running 
events, junior Justin Maxwell fin-
ished third in the 5,000 meters with 
a time of 15:18.08. Junior Charles 
Hampton came in ninth place in his 
first race back after a back injury 
forced him to miss the entire cross 
country season. 

Robson and junior Simon Buck-
nell were unable to return to action 
this weekend, but both are expected 
back soon. 

Even without Robson and Buck-
nell, the team managed to finish 
third in the distance medley with a 
time of 10:39.63, just five seconds 
out of first place. 

While disappointed with a third-
place finish, the team does have rea-
son to be optimistic, said head coach 
Jon Warren (Jones '88). 

"We'll have some other guys 
running in the distance events 
|due to injuries]," Warren said. "I'd 
like to have better performances 
in the middle distance events as 
well, [but] right now we're as well 
rounded as we've been in years." 

DAVID ROSAI ES/THRESHER 

Running low on gas 
Senior Spencer Alexander stops for a break at the Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium last Monday, having just completed a set of sprints during 
track practice. Alexander will try to help the Owls win their first meet 
of the season next week at the Houston Invitational. 

http://www.rice.edu/mellonmays
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Loss to Cougars extends cold streak for men's basketball 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

Losing is never easy, but it al-
ways stings a little more when 
you lose to your biggest rival. 
The men's basketball team suf-
fered such a fate with a 69-60 de-
feat at the hands of the University 
of Houston Wednesday night at 
the Reliant Arena. The loss is the 
eighth in a row for Rice (3-15, 0-5 
Conference USA) and means that 
they will have lost their first five 
conference games. 

THIS WEEKEND 
Rice vs. Southern Miss 

When: Tomorrow at 4 p.m. 
Where: Hattiesburg, Miss. 
History: The Owls downed 
the Golden Eagles last year 
70-55 as Morris Almond 
(Martel '07) lit upthe court 
with 35 points and shot 67 
percent overall. 

The Owls will continue the 
search for their first league win 
tomorrow as they take on the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi at 
4 p.m. in Hattiesburg, Miss. The 
Golden Eagles (9-9,1-3 C-USA) are 
in the midst of a downward spiral, 
having lost six of their last seven 
games, but that does not mean the 
road to victory will be an easy one 
for the Owls. 

If the Owls hope to win, they 
will have to contain sophomore 
sensation Jeremy Wise, a guard 
who is fifth in C-USA in scoring 
with an 18.2 points-per-game av-
erage and is sixth in assists with 
4.2 a game. Rice won the only 
meeting between the two teams 
last season with a 70-55 victory al 
Autry Court. 

Defense was not the Rice's 
strong suit last Wednesday, but 
their offense, which is the worst 
in C-USA, finally rose to the chal-
lenge. Matching the Cougars shot 
for shot, the first half was a tight 
battle that saw nine ties and six 
lead changes. Neither team led 
by more than five and at the end 
of the frame Houston went into 
the locker room holding a slim 
39-36 lead. 

Rice then started the second 
half with a quick 7-0 run which 

included easy layups by senior 
forwards Paulius Packevicius and 
Patrick Britton to take a 43-39 
lead. However, the Owls immedi-
ately allowed the Cougars to go 
on an 11-1 run of their own to take 
a 50-44 lead with 11:35 left to play. 
Rice would never get within less 
than three and clutch free throw 
shooting by the Cougars in the 
final two minutes, including a per-
fect 6-6 by Lanny Smith, sealed 
the win for Houston. 

"We had some really good looks 
at the end," head coach Willis Wil-
son (Will Rice '82) said. "Houston 
played aggressive defense and our 
shots just didn't fall." 

Wilson said he also believes, 
however, that much of the pressure 
the Owls faced down the stretch 
was from themselves. 

"I thought tonight we just rushed," 
Wilson said. "There were times that 
we thought the game was getting 
away from us when it wasn't" 

Despite 16 points and a career-
high 20 rebounds from Packev-
icius, the Owls' mistakes were 
once again those one would expect 
from a young and inexperienced 
team. Rice committed twenty-nine 
turnovers and had a difficult time 
moving the ball against the press. 
And just like its previous games, 
Rice played two distinct halves, 
shooting 48 percent from the field 
in the first segment of the game 
but dropping to just 25 percent in 
the second half. 

The opposite trend was ac-
tually found in Rice's previous 
game — in a 61-56 loss at Tulane 
University last Saturday in New 
Orleans, the Owls trailed by as 
much as twelve in the first half, 
but held a small lead in the sec-
ond half before folding down the 
stretch. The score was knotted 
at 48 with 6:11 remaining before 
the Green Wave (13-6, 3-2 C-USA) 
swiped a pass from freshman 
Bryan Beasley and slammed an 
easy dunk to take a lead they 
would not relinquish. 

Just as they struggled holding 
onto the ball against UH, the Owls 
could not seem to get a grip on the 
basketball when they played Tu-
lane, turning it over 21 times. 

"Our nemesis continues to be 
turnovers," Wilson said. "In a 
game like [Wednesday], giving 
yourself a few possessions can 
make a big difference. Some of 
it is what we see from defenses 
and some of it is the decisions 
that we make." 

A CLOSER LOOK 
Statistics for the 2007-2008 men's basketball season (through Jan. 25) 

RICE OPPONENTS 

Scoring 1002 1252 

Points per game 55.7 69.6 

Field goals-att. 
.....J..—..-. - — 

344-945 428-1037 

Field goal pet. .364 .413 

3-polnt field goal-att. 60-226 118-373 

3-point field goal pet. .265 .316 

Free throws-att. 254-399 278-400 

Free throw pet. .637 .695 

Assists 169 280 

Assists per game 9.4 15.6 

Turnovers 388 295 

Turnovers per game 21.6 16.4 

Steals 130 188 

Steals per game 7.2 10.4 

Blocks ; 

,J: 

$ mm 
Blocks per game 3.8 3.2 

4 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Senior forward Patrick Britton fades away for the shot in last Wednesday's contest against UH. Despite Britton's 14 ( 

points and five rebounds, the Owls were unable to put away the Cougars, falling 69-60 to remain winless in C-USA. 

PIZZA gum 
t XLarge 2-Topping Pizza & 

four 20oz. Coca-Cola products 

5 1 8 . 9 9 

Valid only at Klrby location 
Pellwry c h a r t s may apply 

(7t 3) 432-7272 
Expires 5/31/08 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
Jan. 18-Jan. 23 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

TULANE 6 1 RICi 56 
Jan. 19, 2008 -

Rice 
Tulane 

- New Orleans, La. 

24 32 — 56 
36 25 — 61 

Jan. 23, 2008 -

UH 
Rice 

• Reliant Arena 

39 30 - 69 
36 24 - 60 

UH (14-3, 3-0) 
McKiver 4-16, 7-8 18, Lewis 3-8, 3-4 10, Toney 4-7, 
1-2 9, Smith 1-7, 7-8 9, Cousin 4-4,1-2 9. 
Totals: 22-67, 20-25 69. 

Rice (3-15, 0-5) 
Packevicius 5-9. 6-8 16, Britton 6-12, 2-3 14, Foster 
3-13, 5-6 14, Ghoram 4-11, 2-4 10. 
Totals: 20-57,16-24 60. 

Three-point goals — UH 5-29 (McKiver 3-8, Lewis 1-6, 
Nixon 1-1), Rice 4-18 (Foster 3-11, Beasley, P 1-2). 
Rebounds — UH 42 (William 9, Cousin 6, Lewis 
5, McKiver 5), Rice 50 (Packevicius 20, Ghoram 6, 
Beasley R 6, Britton 5). 

Assists —UH 12 (Smith 6), Rice 12 (Ghoram 3, 
Foster 3). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

MEN'S TRACK & FIELD WOMEN'S TRACK 

RICE 6 4 USM 8 8 

Rice (3-14, 0-4) 
Ghoram 6-6,3-416, Foster 5-10,1-213, Packevicius 
5-13, 2-4 12. 
Totals: 20-50, 13-20 56 

Tulane (12-6, 2-2) 
Gomez 3-7, 11-313 17, Sims 3-6, 4-4 12. 
Totals: 18-45, 20-29, 61. 

Three-point goals — Rice 3-9 (Foster 2-5, Ghoram 1-1); 
Tulane 5-12 (Sims 2-3, Wheaton 2-3, Mayhane 1-4. 

Rebounds — Rice 34 (Britton 7, Beasley, P 6, Bea-
sley, B. 4); Tulane 3 1 (Puckett 6, Gomez 5, Sims 4, 
Louisme 4 ) . 
Assists—-RicelO(Beasley,B.4,Foster4,Britton2);Tulane 
12 (Sims 5, Wheaton 2). 

UH 8 9 RICE 80 

Jan. 17, 2008 — Hattiesburg, Miss. 

Rice 36 28 - 64 
USM 34 24 - 58 
Rice (8-10,1-3) 
Carter 2-2, 2-7 9, Mayse 6-15, 2-2 8, Watts 1-3, 4-4 
7, Fulton 2-8, 3-4 7, Carter 2-7, 2-2 6. 
Totals: 20-55, 20-25 64. 

U S M (10 -7 , 1 -3 ) Helgeson 7-14, fr6 20, Barber 
3-8, 4-4 11, Reed 2-5, 4-4 9. 
Totals: 2060,16-20 58. 

Three-point goals — Rice 4-11 (Riversin 2-3, Mayse 1-1; 
USM 2-13 (Reed 1-2, Barber 1-2). 

Rebounds—Rice 36 (Carter 9, Mayse 8); USM 44 (Love 
20, Helgeson 6). 

Assists — Rice 1 1 (Watts 4); USM 15 (Barber 6). 

UCF 8 8 BICE 4 9 
Jan. 20, 2008 — Sharp Gym 

Rice 
UCF 

26 23 — 49 
27 4 1 — 68 

Rice (8-11,1-4) 
Watts 4-11, 4-4 13, Mayse 5-12, 0-0 11, Carter 4-5, 
2-2 10. 
Totals: 19-60, 8-10 49. 

UCF (8-10,1-4) 
Caldwell 5-10, 9-10 20, Lewis 7-9, 4-5 17, Daniels 
4-4, 0 0 8. 
Totals: 25-53,12-23 70. 

Three-point goals—Rice 3-15 (Mayse l-2,Carmonl-2, 
Watts 1-4); UCF 2-10 (Wiley 1-1. Caldwell 1-2). 

Rebounds — Rice 40 (Hudson 10, Riverin 7, Carter 7); 
UCF 42 (Lewis 11. Akers 6, White 6, Cannon 6). 
Assists—Rice 15 (Riverin 7, Watts 4) ; UCF 9 
(White 4). 

ACADEMY AWARD 
BEST ANIMATED FEATURE 

LEONARD HILTON MEMORIAL 
Jan. 18, 2008 — UH Rec Center 

1. Texas 
2. SFA 
3. Rice 
4. UTSA 
5. UH 
6. Prarie View 
7. Sam Houston St. 
8. Texas A&M CC 
9. Texas Southern 
10. Lamar 
11. Texas A&M 
11. Texas State 
13. Northwood 
14. Houston Baptist 
15. Texas-Pan American 

164 
65.2 
64 
57.5 
45.2 
43.2 
36.5 
34 
3 1 
27 
24.2 
24.2 
13 
6 
5 

LEONARD HILTON MEMORIAL 
Jan. 18, 2008 — UH Rec Center 

1. Rice 127 
2. Sam Houston St. 95 
3. UH 91.5 
4. Texas State 58 
5. SFA 55 
6. Texas Southern 30 
7. Texas A&M 26.5 
8. Lamar 24 
9. Texas A&M CC 21 
10. Texas 19 
11. Texas-Pan American 15 
12. Prarie View 10 
13. Northwood 4 
14. Texas Lutheran 3 

HILTON 
From page 11 
of 3:52.05 and in the distance relay 
with a time of 12:05.49. 

Other top f in ishes included 

BLACK 
From page 11 
as you can get. And yet there are 
people out there who assume I can 
play Division I football. 

These assumptions are largely 
based on the demographics of cam-
puses like Rice and many other uni-
versities across the country. Doug 
Lederman, the editor of insidehigh-
ered.com, wrote in his January 
11th article, "Diversifying Through 
Football," that Rice is one of several 
D-I universities and colleges whose 
black male population is dominated 
by athletes, and more specifically, 
football players. 

This trend is most common at 

WOMEN 
From page 11 

Watts, who finished the game 
with 13 points and 4 assists, said she 
was perplexed at the Owls' season-
long struggles finishing games. 

SWIMMING 

8MU 123 RICE 78 
Jan. 19. 2008 — Perkins Natatorium, Dallas. Tex. 

SMU 
Rice 

123 
73 

RICE 184 NORTH TEXAS 1 3 4 
Jan. 20, 2008 — Pohl Rec Center, Denton, TX 

Rice 
North Texas 

154 
134 

sophomore Eunique Hamilton, who 
placed third in the high jump, and 
sophomore Brittany Washington 
who placed fourth in the 400. 

The impressive performances 
across the board were no surprise to 
Bevan, who said he was just happy 
to see his team finally get into the 

two types of institutions — public 
universities located in states where 
blacks are few and far between and 
yet athletes are recruited nation-
ally, and selective schools such as 
Rice who are small but insist on 
staying in Division I. Rice's num-
bers are especially bad in this cat-
egory: During the 2005-2006 school 
year, 47 of Rice's 99 black male stu-
dents were athletes, and 35 of those 
played football. 

For a university that prides it-
self on its diversity, this reliance 
on athletics, and especially foot-
ball, to attract young men of color 
is unfair and disturbing. The uni-
versity should put as much effort 
into recruiting black male students 
who can do scientific research as 
the football staff does in recruiting 

"We have to figure out a way to 
keep our energy up in the second 
half like we did last game at South-
ern Miss," Watts said. "When our 
defense starts to struggle and we're 
not getting easy lay-ups like we did 
in the first half, it starts to affect the 
offense. It went downhill fast." 

Williams noted he was discour-

Thes« boxscores brought to you by: 

Mrs. Ryan is cooler than a cucumber. 
Lo-Dawg hearts her Moll Flanders lots and lots. 

swing of competition. 
"You're never sure completely 

where you're at until you star t compet-
ing, because competition's so different 
from practice," Bevan said. "But I was 
very happy with how we started and 
how many good performances we had 
at the beginning of the season." 

black male students who can help 
their team go to a bowl game. 

In the current atmosphere, only 
the university, which can boast of 
the presence of minority students, 
wins. I am personally proud of all 
our student athletes here at Rice. 
They are able to compete at a high 
level athletically while also bring-
ing honor to the university through 
their hard work in the classroom. 
Yet people must realize that many 
students of color are not here to 
pursue athletic endeavors. In fact, 
the majority of us are just as likely 
as anyone else to stand in the raf-
ters and cheer on the real athletes. 

Justin Hudson is a Martel College 
senior, women's cross country writer 
and women's basketball writer. 

aged with the lack of consistency 
his team has shown throughout the 
season. 

"We can't seem, other than 
[Mayse], to get a player to be con-
sistent from one game to the next," 
he said. "It's very frustrating, but 
we just got to keep trying to plug 
away." 

PERSEPOLIS 
A FILM BY MARJANE SATRAPI A N D V I N C E N T P A R O N N A U D 

BASED ON THE ORICINAL CRAPHIC NOVEL BY MARJANE SATRAPI 

^ ^ j l»* * 'Mr coMPtr-rr i*ftr,rroi H JTL rrifootBy] WWW.SONYClASSlCS.COM 

P G -131 I •' •ssrsssrrI S i • Wrrri SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 

EXCLUSIVE ENCACENENT ANGEUKA FILM CENTER 

STARTS TODAY <™ec-SlSST 
CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES. 

Join Us for the Rice University Spring 

Studij ALroad Fair 

February l 
l O l O O a m " ^ l O O p m 

Grand Hall 
Memorial center 

1 
t 

* • * ^ 
% %% * 
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DTI AN TABAKOV/ THRE SHE R 

Freshman guard Brittney Hudson drives for an underhand lay-up against the University of Arkansas-Little Rock on Nov. 30. 
The Owls, 8-11 on the season, face-off against Conference-USA foe and University of Houston on Jan. 26 in Sharp Gym. 

http://WWW.SONYClASSlCS.COM
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CALENDAR 
jan. 25- feb. 1 

FRIDAY 25 
It's Random, r-r-r-random 

Re-greet Spontaneous Combus-
tion, Rice's improv comedy 
troupe, in the Lovett Under-
grounds, 9-10:15 p.m. This is the 
last chance to catch all of them in 
one place, so it's actually a "once-
in-a-lifetime" event (Though 
technically everything is...) They 
claim that there is a "statisti-
cally significant chance that the 
building could explode." So, if 
you've ever wondered whether 
our favorite Vietnam-era college 
is actually bomb-proof, this might 
be a good time to find out. 

Totally-appropriate film 
reference here: 

Actors from the Alley Theatre 
(Elizabeth Bunch, Shelley 
Black, and James Belcher) will 
hold a script-to-screen read-
ing of Double Identity, by Tom 
Vaughan. I don't know with 
certainty what that is, but I do 
know that if you google "script-
to-screen," this event is the 
fifth hit. That means it's pretty 
darn important. The story is a 
murder-thriller with a "dash of 
science-fiction." Intrigued? 
7-9 p.m. in the Wee Media 
Center's Film Auditorium. 

SATURDAY 

My Village at Sunset 

Join a lot of different Rice and 
non-Rice associations at the Rice 
Media Center, 6-9 p.m. tonight, 
for a screening of lite King's Cin-
ema: My Village at Sunset, a film 
on post-Khmer Rouge Cambodia. 
Afterwards, there will be a public-
discussion with Rice faculty 
and Sichan Siv, ormer United 
States Ambassador to the United 
Nations. The event is open to 
everyone and totally free. 

Pop those collars 
A phone conversation might go 
like this (hypothetically): 
1: Dude, Hanszen Frat Party, bro! 
2: No way, dude! What's the 
dealio, dude?! 
1: Dude, it's, like, totally from 
10 p.m. - 2 a.m. in the Hanszen 
Commons! (Dude!/Bro!) 
2: Wicked! Just let me grab, like, 
six polos and I'm there, dude! 

TUESDAY 9 Q 

MONDAY 28 
Employment by employment-west 

Looking for a summer job? The 
Rice Career Services Center is 
hosting a "Finding a Summer 
Job Workshop," which might 
be able to help with that. I'll 
leave that judgment call to 
you. It's at 4 p.m. in O'Connor 
House; RSVP online through 
RICELink. (Go to careers.rice, 
edu, click "Undergraduates" on 
the left and you should see a 
link under the search bar.) 

That darned Owl-Space 
I think this is a faculty event, 
but if you want to feel really -
grown up: Owl-Space Drop-In 
Sessions! They're today, 9-11 
a.m. and 1-3 p.m., in Mudd 
I>ab room 105. So just drop 
on by and learn how to use 
everyone's favorite online 
course aid. 

Cha cha cha! 
Salsa class. Willy's Pub. 
7-9 p.m. Simple enough. 

EOLRRF 
Assuming that Lovett College 
is still standing after Friday's 
SpoCo show, it's Pub Night! 
Celebrate your freedom 
and independence from 
10 p.m. - 2 a.m. at Willy's Pub 
in the RMC. I think it'd be cool 
if everyone brought toast. You 
know, for shits and giggles. 

It's rife with opportunity 
(Or is it ripe? Who knows...) 
The Career Services Center's 
Summer Opportunities Fair is 
tonight from 7-9 p.m. in the 
RMC's Grand Hall. I feel like 
that's pretty self-explanatory. 
There are a ton of summer 
job-type things that the CSC 
does, all coming up in the next 
few weeks. Unfortunately, the 
events calendar on their web-
site is broken. But I'm sure 
you, like me, got five or six 
identical emails from them in 
the last two days, so just print 
that out and keep it. 

TH'E (j'AY ftOS/CD SJESWmtiI 
? i £ m i a s / a SOHOL'A'RSH'IT 

Conaratu Cations 
to the 

2007-2008 recipient 

Lay fa 'Afvanai 

THURSDAY 

It's a kickoff of sorts 

31 
Join Rice's Colleges Against 
Cancer for a kickoff event to 
learn about the Texas Medical 
Center's Relay for Life. Recap: 
It's a 24-hour relay event 
sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society. There 's 
actually a pretty fascinating 
history there, too; it started 
in Tacoma, Washington (the 
once-great railroad nexus 
of the Northwest — a place 
that is distinctly not Portland, 
Ore.) with one surgeon. Dr. 
Gordy Klatt ran 83 miles in 24 
hours and raised $27,000 in 
what would eventually become 
the Relay for Life. Mildly 
amusing: In the first official 
Relay for Life, 19 teams signed 
up to run the event. Together, 
they raised $33,000. Anyways, 
the Colleges Against Cancer 
kickoff event is in the 
Hanszen Upper Commons, 
9-9:30 p.m. tonight. 

FRIDAY 

A word from the wise 
The Registrar's Office has a 
few reminders for you. Today 
is, and I quote: 
• The last day to 
complete late registration 
or add courses 
• The last day to adjust 
variable credit courses 
• The last day to drop 
courses on-line without a fee 
• The last day to drop 
courses without a fee 
• The last day to designate a 
credit course as "Audit" 
or vice versa. 

Best exhibit ever (question mark) 
Kids, let's rap: We're in 
college, but museums can 
still be pretty boring. Admit-
tedly, the Houston Children's 
Museum is pretty sweet. The 
cure: the Houston Museum 
of Natural Science is opening 
a criminal forensics exhibit, 
"CSI: The Experience." On 
display Feb. 1 - Apr. 30, the 
exhibit allows you to solve 
your own crime with top-of-
the-line sciencey-stuff. 
Awesome! Go to 
www.csitheexperience.org 
for more info. Tickets are 
$12 for students with valid ID, 
$11 for groups of 20 or more 
and $5 for school groups (I 
don't know if you count for 
this, but it's worth a shot). 

(End quote.) 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 
Thanks to Smash, Mom, Fiesty, 
Tiny, Cock and Mars for an awe-
some weekend. I'd still like to 
know why my keys ended up 
behind that couch, so anytime 
someone wants to fill me in on 
that, I'd be happy to sit down and 
buy that person a coffee. Let's all 
shed a big tear for our Hungarian 
comrade. 
Egeshegedre! 

WANT 
Office Manager 
Get paid to buy soda and 
clean things! You should 
probably have a car for this 
one. Otherwise, it's a piece 
of cake. Yummy. 

WANTED 
A&E Editor 
All you have to do is tell 
people what to review 
(a.k.a. delegate) and write 
your own smarmy column! 
A little layout on the side 
and that's all. Plus, you 
can get a lot of free stuff. 

News Designer 
Have you ever dreamed of 
a job where you get money 
to sit in a cushy chair, eat 
cookies and shoot the 
breaze? It's called being a 
n«iA/«a rkxsinfViri Anrthy rv%A/ 1 ic;wo uooiyi roi: i k/»». 

thresherarice.edu 

NEED 
AN A T T O R N E Y ? 

Immigration 
Criminal 

Dn. Harrascmcnt, Drugs 

YONG J. AN ( 2 8 1 ) 9 8 4 - 5 0 5 0 

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Program 

W. Senjimift Mm 

ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT 
GRADUATE STUDY LEADING TO THE PH.D.? 

IF SO, READ ON. 

The Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Program (MMUFP) at Rice University has three goals. First, it seeks to increase the 

number of minority students, and others with a demonstrated commitment to eradicating racial disparities, who will pursue PhDs 

in core fields in the arts and sciences. In doing so, the program aims to reduce over time the serious under-representation on the 

faculties of individuals from certain minority groups, as well as to address the attendant educational consequences of these 

disparities. Second, it seeks to nurture these students to be the researchers, teachers, and mentors of the highly diverse college 

student bodies of the future. Third, it seeks to encourage study abroad experiences as part of their research agenda. The fields 

that the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has targeted for support are: Anthropology, Art History, Classics, Computer Science, 

Demography, Earth Sciences, Ecology, English, Ethnomusicology, Foreign Languages, History, Literature. Mathematics, 

Musi oology, Philosophy, Physics, Political Theory, Religion and Sociology. 

Applicants should normally be completing their sophomore year as a student at Rice University. Juniors are invited to apply as 

Associate Fellows. Selection will be based on a number of attributes including but not limited to academic standing and potential, 

life experiences and interests, commitment to building bridges in multicultural settings, and interest in pursuing graduate 

education. Students who participate in the program receive a yearly stipend of $2.(X)0. work closely with a faculty mentor for 

two years, and are also eligible for participation 111 summer fellowship programs at the end of their sophomore or junior years. 

Finalists will be interviewed. Announcements will be made in March. Visit our table at the Undergraduate Research 

Opportunities Fair for more information on Thursday. January' 17. 2008 in the Grand Hall. RMC at 7:00 PM. 

For more information and to download the application go to: 
http://www.rice.edu/mellonmays 

Application deadline is February 4.2008 

CONTACT: 
Dr. Roland B, Smith, Jr. or (iloria Bean 
Office of the Associate Provost 
Rice University 
713/348-5688 

http://www.csitheexperience.org
mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/mellonmays
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Food in Fondren a slippery slope 
A student cooks a delicious meal in the new library coffee loui 

m 

Gov. Huckabee sez: Eat some squirrel meat 
"When I was in college, 

we used to take a pop-

corn popper, because 

that was the only thing 

they would let us use 

in the dorm, and we 

would fry squirrels in 

a popcorn popper in 

the dorm room." 

— Mike Huckabee 

Hu n g r y for m e a t , but n o 

w a y to b u y or c o o k it o n 

c a m p u s ? No worries! Just d o 

w h a t Pres ident ia l h o p e f u l 

Mike H u c k a b e e s a i d h e d id 

in co l l ege . In a n i n t e r v i e w o n 

MSNBC, H u c k a b e e revea led 

t h a t in c o l l e g e h e w o u l d 

h u n t s q u i r r e l s a n d c o o k 

t h e n in a p o p c o r n p o p p e r . 

M m m - m m m g o o d ! No m o r e 

i c k y servery f o o d . 

A recipe for Redneck Squi r re l Fry, f rom 

the squ i r re l recipe page at Backwoods 

Bound: 

- Squ i r re l legs 

- 2 eggs 

- l t ab lespoon ke tchup 

- Sal t and pepper 

- 1 c a n beer 

- Drake's bat ter 

- But ter 

1. B e a t t h e eggs in a m e d i u m bow l . Add 

the ke tchup. Sal t and pepper to tas te 

Add 1/2 can of beer Mix we l l . 

2. Put some of t he Drake's ba t te r in a 

sha l low d ish . 

3. Me l t severa l t ab lespoons of bu t te r in 

a sk i l le t over m e d i u m - l o w heat . 

4. Dip the squ i r re l in to t he e g g m i x t u r e 

and t h e n ro l l in t h e Drake 's . Repeat for 

t h i c k e r c o a t i n g . 

5. Add to t he s k i l l e t and cook u n t i l 

g o l d e n b r o w n . Turn as n e e d e d . 

6. Serve w i t h m a s h e d p o t a t o e s and 

c ream corn . 

In a m o v e that t h r e a t e n s to 

d e s t r o y c iv i l i za t ion a s w e 

k n o w it, F o n d r e n Library 

h a s o p e n e d a c o f f e e l o u n g e . 

This m a r k s t h e b e g i n n i n g of 

a s l i p p e r y s l o p e , m y fr iends! 

First , c o f f e e . T h e n , v e n d i n g 

m a c h i n e s w i t h s n a c k f o o d s . 

S t u d e n t wi l l take th is a s a s i g n 

that f o o d is OK in t h e library a n d 

wi l l start b r i n g i n g their o w n . 

Currently, e v e n w i t h the n o 

f o o d ru les , s t u d e n t s still b r i n g 

food , but the ru les l e a d 

s t u d e n t s to br ing o n l y 

f o o d t h e y c a n s m u g g l e 

in. But w i t h a n e n d to 

t h e s e rules , s t u d e n t s 

wi l l just br ing in a n y 

f o o d i t e m t h e y w a n t , 

w i l l y nilly. 

N o w , its c h i p s a n d 

fruit, but s o o n s t u d e n t s 

w i l l b e d r a g g i n g in 

hamburgers , b a r b e q u e 

or a turkey d inner c o m -

p l e t e w i t h all the trim-

m i n g s . A n d w h a t is to 

s t o p t h e m from wip-

i n g the ir m o u t h s o n 

t h e b o o k s or b u r n i n g 

b o o k s to heat u p food , 

or u s i n g b o o k s to s o a k 

u p b l o o d w h e n t h e y 

t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f a 

food- f r i end ly l ibrary to 

sk in a deer carcass . 

A n d w h a t t h e n ? All 

t h e b o o k s , b o o k s that are t h e 

b a s i s of w e s t e r n c iv i l i za t ion , 

they ' l l all b e r u i n e d for s tu-

A graduate student skins a deer carcass 
strung up in the stacks, taking advantage of 
new leniency on food rules. 

d e n t s ' c u l i n a r y e x p l o i t s . 

To Kill a Mock ingb ird? More 

l ike to eat a m o c k i n g b i r d ! 

j p f p p i r a p 
m~: Sr!? USSS 

i s « 

A Lovett junior sneaks a turkey dinner, complete with all the trimmings, in preparation for a night of studying in 
the library. 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

. 
> 

I 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

WILLY'S PUB 

MONDAy, JAN. as 
S e n i o r P u l l N i f f l i l 
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H E L P W A N T E D 

WANT AN easy way to make a little 
extra money? The Thresher is looking 
for a new office manager. Only a couple 
hours a week commitment. Must have 
transportation to get to and from the 
grocery store once a week. Come be 
part of the Thresher*. Contact Sarah at 
thresher-biz@rice.edu or 713-348-3971. 

HELP WANTED. We need a student 
to help in the clinic on Mondays and 
Fridays. We will train you. $10 an hour. 
Call Dee 713-269-1167 for interview ap-
pointment 

HUMANISM is a life-philosophy based 
on concern for fellow human beings, 
but without supernatural beliefs. Learn 
more about our many events promoting 
reason, science, ethics, and fellowship. 
HumanistsOfHouston.org. 

HELP WANTED. Student with good 
organization/clerical skills to work 
part-time, flexible hours. Duties include 
organization and maintenance of records 
and files for a retiree in small of fice. Rich-
mond Ave./ Buffalo Speedway area. Pay 
$ 15.00 per hour. Please call 713 201 -7449 
for appointment and interview. 

I.()()KIN( i F( )R part-time help in caring 
for 3 year old boy and 7 month old girl in 
West University Area. 1 />ving family. Pay 
well. Contact Jennifer at 832-594-7107. 

REAL ESTATE INTERN. Free training, 
Flex hours, Rice area office. Houston 
Area Realty 713-254-2624. 

EARN $22 PFR hour tutoring! Varsity 
Tutors LI X' is looking for bright Rice stu-
dents to tutor local high school students 
in calc, chem, & bio. Please send resume 
and AP/SAT/ACT scores to Andrew@ 
VarsityTutors.com. 

H O U S I N G 

UPPER KIRBY. 2 bedroom, one bath, 
townhousestyle apt. Small building at 
2301 Norfolk. Hardwood floors, cen-
teral air and heat, on-site laundry, limited 
access gates at building. NO DOGS 
PLEASE. $795 with one-year lease and 
deposit Andover 713-524-3344. 

BIKE TO RICE from house in nice, quiet 
neighborhood. Haveyourown bedroom 
in house with Rice student and alum. 
Wireless internet, cable, w/d, can be 
furnished if necessary. $450 + split bills. 
Justin 713-881 -7327. jcrow62@rice. edu. 

O T H E R S 

PREGNANT? Professor mom wants to 
give your baby a loving home and a life 
of full of fun and adventure. Call Kelly at 
281462-0095. Certified and approved by 
AAA(), a licensed child-placing agency. 

THE HOUSTON GREATBooksCouncil 
is holding, on Sunday, January 20th, 
a discussion of Martin Ixither King's 
"I setter from a Birmingham Jail," upstairs 
at Central Market, Westheimer at Wes-
leyan, 1:00-3:00 p.m. Please come! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are a s follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $ 1 5 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $ 4 5 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6 1 0 0 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 7 7 0 0 5 - 1 8 9 2 

Phone: (713) 348 -3974 
Fax: (713) 3 4 8 - 5 2 3 8 « 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-biz@rice.edu

