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New global health 
minor to be approved 

by Cindy Dinh 
F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

Rice campus often seems filled 
with students trying to fix global 
problems, whether through the 
Peace Corps, Engineers Without 
Boarders or the numerous alter-
native spring breaks. A proposed 
Global Health Technologies minor 
seeks to make this sort of activism 
part of the Rice curriculum. Pro-
posed at the end of last summer, 
the interdisciplinary minor has 
been approved by the Undergradu-
ate Curriculum Committee and is 
awaiting approval by the Faculty 
Senate. 

The proposal passed through 
the curriculum committee with no 
nay votes and two abstentions, and 

the minor be implemented and pub-
lished in the General Announce-
ments as soon as fall 2008. 

"Many students in the bioengi-
neering department were already 
concentrating in the global health 
initiative, so now it is finally taking 
shape as a minor," Martel College 
junior Christine Moran, who is on 
the Undergraduate Curriculum 
Committee, said. "It is definitely 
in high demand." 

Rebecca R icha rds -Kor tum, 
chair of the Bioengineering De-
partment, has spearheaded this 
propos i t ion . Richards-Kor tum 
received a grant from the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute to fund 
new classes in the Global Health 
Technologies minor via the Beyond 

see MINOR, page 4 
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Students protest free trade 
JOHN SANDERS/THRESHER 

A Rice University police officer asks members of Rice for Peace and Justice to relocate, saying that they are 
blocking traffic. 

Fondren Library purchases two self-checkout machines 
by Sarah Rutledge 
THRESHER EDITORIALSTAFF 

Some students say that Fondren library's first 
floor looks like an airport, but with the addition 
of two self-checkout stations starting Wednesday, 
it may look more like a supermarket The self-
checkout machines, located on the east entrance, 
will be available for students, faculty and staff with 
a valid Rice II) card and PIN. 

Assistant University Librarian for Informa-
tion Tec hnologies Diane Butler said the library 
decided to add self-checkout to accommodate 
students. Since the c irculation desk is on the 
west side of the library, students can save time 
by c hecking out their books themselves. 

But the machines do not mean the circulation 
desk will have nothing to do. Reduces in checking 

out books comes at a time when the desk has 
increasing amounts of work. More professors 
have started putting course materials online, as 
with Owlspace, and this evolution of technology 
has led to increased pressure on the circulation 
desk to provide technological services, Butler 
said. The circulation desk also keeps materi-
als placed on hold, stores the video mid audio 
recording collec tion and works with professors 
to pull selected chapters from books they need 
for their courses. 

"Anything that doesn't recjuire a lot to do, like 
scanning a book, takes a lot of f of [ t he circulation 
desk] that allows them to do more technological 
stuff," Butler said. 

The library tried the self-checkout process 
in 1997, but Butler said it was not received 
favorably. She said the station was antiquated 

and inconveniently located. Butler said the new 
self-checkout stations should enjoy more success 
due to better technology and their new location 
by the east entrance. 

Installing self-checkout machines in the 
library is part of a long-term plan to make the 
library more accessible to students, along with 
the recent revamping of Fondren's Web site, 
Butler said. Since most libraries in Houston 
have instituted self-checkout machines. Butler 
said this is also part of Rice's effort to catch up 
with technology. 

If the self-checkout stations are well received, 
Butler said the library staff will look into purchas-
ing more in the future. 

"They just started working today," Denton 
said. "We've had them for awhile, and we got all 
the tweaks out We're just waiting for students to 

use them and like them." 
Brown College freshman Meghan Erkel said 

she thinks the self-checkout machines are a good 
idea, as long as they are user-friendly. 

"If it's too complicated, then it won't save me 
any time," Erkel said. 

Will Rice freshman Kate Edwards said she has 
doubts about the need for the machines. 

"I feel like it's not a big deal to walk all the way 
over to the circulation desk," Edwards said. "It's 
right there. It's convenient." 

Circulation Assistant Suellen Denton said 
since the self-checkout stations will require both 
students' ID cards and their library PINs, this 
will make it more secure. She said students will 
not be able to use others' ID cards to check out 
library materials. 

Care to salsa? 
TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Wiess College seniors Ray Malapero and Sarah Coble shake their hips at Wiess Salsa Night 
on Saturday. Free Salsa lessons were offered to prepare dancers for the evening. 

President's Study Break to offer 
pirate-themed food, activities 

by Jocelyn Wright 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Eye-patches and gold coins will abound 
Sunday at the Pirates of the Caribbean-
themed President's study break in the Rice 
Memorial Center from 9-11 p.m. "Pirates of 
the Study Break" is hosted by the Offices 
of the President and the Dean of Under-
graduates, and will give students a chance 
to nibble on free food and participate in 
various activities while taking a time off 
from studying. 

The theme was selected by the President 
and Dean's Study Break Planning Commit-
tee, which consists of two to three students as 
well as representatives from the businesses 
in the RMC, Student Association External 
Vice President Sarah Baker said. 

At the study break, students can sign 
up for 10-minute massages in the chapel; 

walk the plank in Ray Courtyard; enter a 
raffle to get free textbooks next semester 
from the bookstore; decorate cookies in the 
Blair Conference Room; watch a talent show 
and a live broadcast of RTV5's Top Cocktail 
in the Grand Hall; get fake tattoos in the 
Kelley Lounge and joust in the Farnsworth 
Pavilion." 

Spontaneous Combustion and the Phil-
harmonics will be performing at Willy's Pub. 
where students will also be able to make their 
own ice cream sundaes. The Jolly Roger De-
sign Competition, a flag-decorating contest, 
will be held in the Kelley Lounge. The prize 
has yet to be determined, but Baker said the 
committee was considering a DVD player or 
Pirates of the Caribbean DVDs. 

The free refreshments will follow the 
seafaring theme, including seashell pasta 
primera with chicken alfredo and meat sauce. 

INSIDE 

Last day of classes 
Today is the deadline for first semester stu-

dents to drop a course. You must first obtain 
your second RDA pin for Fall 2007 and then 
submit a special registration request form to 
the Office of the Registrar by 5 p.m. 

Take a study break, savvy? 
Come to President Leebron and Dean 

Forman's Treasure Island study break this 
Sunday from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the RMC. 
There will be ten-minute chair massages, 

and free Coffeehouse coffee. Spontaneous 
combustion and the Phil's will also be per-
forming at Pub. 

Fill out your course evals 
The last drawings for prizes will take place 

on December 11 and 14. Fill out your course 
evaluations before then to participate. 

Merry Christmas 
The next issue of the Thresher will be 

distributed on January 11, 2008. 

OPINION 
Finals week woes 

A&E 
Cactus Music & Video returns 

SPORTS 

Page 3 

Page 8 

Page 11 

Scoreboard 

Men's Basketball 
Rice 88. Texas State 81 
Women's Basketball 
Wake Forest 79. Rice 46 
Furman 70, Rice 53 

Friday Quote of the Week 
Weekend Weather 

"I'll definitely stop by to sample the free food 
and pirate booty." 
— Rose Cahalan, Martel College sophomore, See 
story, page 1 

Friday 
Partly Cloudy, 66-82 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly Cloudy, 66-81 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly Cloudy, 61-80 degrees 

] 
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the Rice Thresher 

Do not be afraid to 
invoke finals regulations 

Finals week, a week of stress, caffeine loading and sleepless nights, 
begins Wednesday at 9 a.m. However, throughout the early morning 
cram sessions and Fondren freakouts, students should know that 
they have an ally on their side besides the baristas at Coffeehouse 
— the final exam policy. According to the General Announcements, 
students cannot be required to take more than two scheduled exams 
in two consecutive calendar days. Students also cannot be required 
to complete more than two take-home or scheduled finals exams on 
the same calendar day, unless it is the last day of exams. 

However, students often find themselves in scenarios where finals 
pile atop each other in just a day or two. They should take solace 
in the protection offered by the General Announcements and not 
be afraid to invoke its regulations to their own advantage. Students 
fought for these regulations, and they should be applied wherever 
and whenever necessary. Finals are stressful enough as is, and it is 
refreshing to know that when the world seems against you, at least 
you have something to fall back on. 

So remember, if your finals schedule violates the rules in the 
General Announcements, feel free to tell your professors and demand 
a rescheduling. After all, the rules are on your side. 

However, we sometimes wish that this regulation applied to the 
last week of classes as well, when students often face tests and 
papers just as difficult as finals without the benefit of study days 
and no classes. 

Course evaluations 
should be take seriously 

Students will have until Jan. 4 to evaluate their professors and 
classes via ESTHER, but we hope that everyone will do that long 
before then. 

Like last year, the Office of the Registrar is holding prize draw-
ings for students who complete evaluations, but this should not be 
the primary stimulus. Neither should the fact that students will be 
able to see their peers' evaluations come spring be that big of an 
incentive. Sure, this breakthrough came after years of lobbying by 
students, granting students some insight into the courses they are 
taking and showing just what it was that the administration was so 
desperate to see. It can be fun to write humorous evaluations, bad-
mouthing poor professors or praising the best, but again, we are not 
doing this for our entertainment. 

Rather, the purpose of the course and professor evaluations is to 
provide student perspectives and quantifiable data when professors 
are assessed for tenure. So while whimsical ratings may be good 
procrastination fodder and winning a Wii may fun, when filling out 
your evaluations students should remember that their responses can 
have long term effects within the university. The more thorough and 
descriptive student responses are, the more seriously they will be 
taken, and Rice can only benefit from greater student influence in 
the tenure process. So, if you really like or hate a professor, a well-
articulated response will have a much better effect than a noun, a 
verb and an expletive. 

Correction on SA 
Academic Calendar Poll 

We would like to correct errors in last week's graph of the results 
of the Student Association Academic Calendar Poll ("SA Academic 
Calendar Poll," Nov. 30). The percentages reported for questions 2, 
3a, 3b, and 5b were the reverse of the results from the poll. These 
errors resulted from our not taking into account the fact that the 
numbers corresponding with an answer of Yes or No were switched 
with every question. Therefore, several graphs had the results re-
versed. We apologize for any inconvenience or confusion this may 
have caused. 

Have a great winter break 
Hey everybody, we're taking off for winter break and so should 

you, once you are done with finals that is. So have fun, relax, say 
hi to the family and recharge your academic batteries for second 
semester. 

And please, let there be some cooler weather. We know it is 
Houston, but come on, is some sweater weather too much to ask? 

Unsigned, editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Thresher needs to be 
serious, publish daily 
To the editor: 

The 77iresfcmslanguishing.What is 
going on? When you do publish, about 
once a month? There is nothing in it 
but BeerBikeand winterbreak. Believe 
it or not, some of our peer institutions 
publish daily and, no, 1 am not talking 
about die University of Texas. 

Rice has a reputation for being 
a school of smart brats who drink 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice. edu. 
l e t t e r s must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• T h e Thresher a l s o 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified adver t i sements . 
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s m u s t be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our advert is ing man-
a g e r at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

too much and, well, I would say that 
the Thresher reinforces that notion. 
How about someth ing ser ious for 
a change? 

Want an example of a good paper? 
Ix)ok at Student Life, published at 
Washington University in St. l^ouis. 
You might even call them a peer 
institution, but I know they are a 
whole helluva lot more serious about 
school than we seem to be. 

Jon L Albee 
MBA-P 2008 

Rice basketball team 
miscredited, ignored 
To the editor: 

I was excited to see an article 
about the Rice basketball team, 
complete with photos, as I opened 
this week's Thresher, but was disap-
pointed at what I saw ("Early woes 
cont inue for men ' s basketbal l ," 
Nov. 30). 

T h e action shot identified as 
s e n i o r P a u l i u s P a c k e v i c i u s is 
actually a picture of junior Aleks 
Perka: an e r r o r that could have 
been fixed with a quick check of the 
t eam's Web site, since Aleks ' num-
ber was clearly visible in the shot . 
As a fan of the team, I was disap-
pointed — but hardly surpr ised. 

Apart f r o m the s h o d d y fact 
checking, all that this regre t table 
e r ro r points out to me is something 
I already knew: T h e r e are precious 
few s tudents at Rice who care at all 
about Rice Basketball . I am pretty 
su re the m e m b e r s of the team, 
despi te that we have not shared 
c l a s s e s or res ident ia l col leges , 
know who I am. Why? Because 1 am 
one of six s tuden t s who routinely 
shows up to chee r them on. We are 
a Division I school with talented 
players, and we are lucky enough 
to be at tending an institution where 
the a thle tes a re more a part of the 
general s tudent community than 
they are at almost any other Divi-
sion I school . So come see them, 
just the way you support campus 
thea te r or o the r events. 

Yes, the team's playing at Reliant 
this year, but it is a shor t r ide on 
the light rail and tickets to the game 
are free. Whe the r or not you want 
to join the Autry Army and jump 
up and down the whole game, our 
team could use your support . 

And that goes for s tudents and 
for the newspaper staff that is sup-
posed to be covering them. 

Alexandra Wax 
Sid Richardson senior 

MOB brings edginess, 
publicity to campus 
To the editor: 

1 still have 555 (not 666) e-mails 
f rom Texas A&M from when I tried 
to enlist t he help of the University 
of Texas to defeat A&M in an ESPN 
Battle of the Bands in 1996. If the 
MOB is not being edgy, it is just 
be ing m e d i o c r e ("MOB m a k e s 
national headl ines in wake of Tulsa 
outrage," Nov. 30.) When it pushes 
the limits, it g a r n e r s attention — 
welcome or not — and ge ts Rice's 
name out into the public eye. The re 
is no such thing as bad publicity. 
Be brave, be aggress ive , but never 
be boring. 

liev I). Blackwood II 
Lovett 84 

Tulsa overreacts to 
band half time show 

To the editor: 
I will keep this sho r t and sweet. 

I may be a bit biased, but 1 can-
not be l ieve that T o d d G r a h a m 
and T u l s a a re upse t when the 
only consequence for embar rass -
ing the college coaching frater-
nity and college spor t s in genera l 
w a s a t o n g u e - l a s h i n g f r o m a 
college band. 

Erik Nolte 
Jones '02 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Administration neglects current students 
I h a d to throw away my favorite 
pair of shoes last week. 

No, they were not expensive, 
designer shoes. They were not 
amazing st i let tos, jus t 
your basic black flip-flops 
from Target — but they 
were my favorites. 

Why did I r e m o v e 
my favorite shoes from 
my w a r d r o b e ? Was it 
because they were ugly? 
Was it because I spilled 
Coke on them? No, it 
was b e c a u s e t he new 
north college gravel path 
ripped them to shreds. 

However, my shoes are 
not really the issue—in fact, they are 
quite trivial in comparison to the real 
problem at Rice: WTiile making plans 
for future students, the administra-
tion has forgotten to look out for the 
interests of current students. 

Jackie 
Ammons 

While making plans 
for future students, 
the administration 

has forgotten to look 
out for the interests of 

current students. 

Const ruc t ion is eve rywhe re 
around campus: Virgin's Field, 
Virgin's Walk and the Abercrombie 
Lot have been decimated for the 
sake of the two new north colleges: 
College Way is blocked off for the 

Construction Welcome Center and 
the new power plant. Renovations 
are being made to Autry. And those 
unsightly green fences cut off the 

view of what once was a 
beautiful field between 
Fondren Library and the 
Rice Memorial Center. 

I am certain that all of 
these changes will end 
with fabulous, enduring 
results. The majority of 
s tuden ts will welcome 
two n e w r e s i d e n t i a l 
colleges, acof fee shopand 
a state-of-the-art Autry. I 
am also sure that it will 
be worth the wait, and 

futuregenerationsofRice graduates 
will appreciate and benefit from 
these changes. 

On the other hand, I am not so 
certain that the administration is 
taking very good care of current 
students as we endure these ugly 
construction sites — war zones that 
block our paths to class, take away 
our intramural practice fields and 
tear up my favorite pair of shoes. 

Any amenities that Rice pro-
vides will still no.t make it an ideal 
situation, but the construction will 
be here for two years or more. 
Thus, I think we should make the 
best of it. I am not asking for much: 
just a concrete, non-flooding path 
from the north colleges to the In-
ner Loop, brighter lights along the 
same path, less noise during the 
evening hours, more grace when it 
comes to parking in loading zones 
and less stench eminating from 
within the green fences. 

Another concern is how these 
temporary paths affect s tudents 

with disabilities and athletes with 
injuries. With the construction, 
students at the north colleges have 
two ways to travel to a bus stop 
or a class: via a gravel path or the 
street. Both options are less than 
desirable for students with injuries 
or for generally clumsy students 
like myself who have already done 
a faceplant on the gravel path. 

Those two years 
[of construction] will 
he the last two years 

of many students' 
experiences at Rice. 

These are not impractical or over-
ly-demanding needs—jus t simple, 
basic ones that, in some cases, have 
negligible costs. Other changes, 
such as implementing a concrete 
path, need not be expensive or state-
of-the-art, because the path will only 
be there for two years. 

But those two years will be the 
last two years of many students ' 
exper iences at Rice, and these 
years should be remembered with 
fondness, not nagged by memories 
of annoying construction. 

I am going out to buy new shoes 
this week, and I want to be able to 
enjoy them, just as I want to enjoy 
the Rice campus during this time 
of transition. 

Jackie Ammons 
College sophomore. 

is a Brown 

Sans serif soliloquies 

We all have work, so quit complaining about it 
" I d o not really have that much work, 
I am just bad at managing my time." 

These are words that you will 
never hear from a Rice student. Why? 
Because the competition 
does not end at getting 
good grades; everyone 
knows that success fu l 
students do not sleep or 
have friends. You have to be 
miserable to make your 4.0 
GPA mean anything. 

Mealtimes become com-
petitions to see who has 
the most papers and tests, 
who has slept the least this 
week and who has the most 
classes. It is almost like 
everyone forgets that we are all Rice 
students, or that they chose their own 
classes. If you have got so much work, 
spend less time complaining about it 
and more time getting it done. 

Somewhere along the line, the 
notion that successful students are 
unhappy got drilled into our collective 
consciousness. We start admiring 
people who have the ability to go a 
week without sleeping and take 25 
hours every semester. And I am not 
implying that these people are not 
praiseworthy, because what they 
accomplish is not easy. 

Sean 
McBeath 

takes to maintain balance? 
It is an epidemic at Rice, and 

I am sure it happens at o ther 
schools, too. We spend all our 

time focusing on grades 
and forget to have fun. 
College is about much 
more than your GPA. I 
am not encouraging you 
to stop going to class, 
but I would not criticize 
you too much if you did. 
Now is a time when you 
are going to meet people 
who will end up all over 
the country. If you play 
y o u r c a r d s r i gh t , in 
10 years you will have 

high-ranking connections in every 
industry across America. 

If you have so much 
work, spend less time 
complaining about it 

and more time 
getting it done. 

But 1 think we should look up to 
people who we do not see working, 
the ones who breeze through college 
without ever seeming to put pencil to 
paper. College is not supposed to be 
hell. Why do we envy the miserable 
and fail to recognize the brilliance it 

True, college is about 
getting educated. But 
it should not be at the 

expense of your 
well-being. 

Maybe you do not want any friends, 
and you are going to reminisce about 
the 98 percent you got on your Physics 
final freshman year and keep those 
grades on your refrigerator forever. 

But my guess is that pictures from 
Wiess College's Night Of Decadence 
and Sid Rich's '80s Party are going 
to make you considerably happier in 
your old age than straight-As. 

S tuden t s eve rywhere , of ten 
plagued by parents with high expec-
tations, commit themselves to ruin-
ous course schedules and then spend 
the rest of their four years trying to 
hold themselves to an unreachable 
standard. You can spot them because 
they look like zombies. I am sure that 
you know someone in your class like 
that. It is even likely you only know 

them by name and have never seen 
them in real life. 

True, college is about getting 
educated. You should learn something 
here. You should try to get good grades. 
But it should not be at the expense of 
your well-being. When you find your-
self saying, "Well, I did not sleep last 
night because I have two papers due 
Friday and three tests next week," you 
should consider the wisdom of what 
you are doing to yourself. 

So stop bragging about how much 
work you have. Start bragging about 
howmuch fun you have. Just because 
you do not manage your time or your 
schedule very well does not mean that 
everyone close enough to hear you 
should suffer for it. 

Sean McBeath is a Martel College 
sophomore, news designer and 
calendar editor. 

Serendipitous musings 

Student kindness and caring 
needed during finals period 

Amanda 
Melchor 

Once again, the most won-
derful time of the year is upon 
us. No, I am not just talking 
traditional holidays. I am talking 
about the proverbial 
coal in every student 's 
stocking: finals time. 
The time crunch be-
gins today as 16 weeks 
of work and s t u d y 
culminate in a frantic 
10 days of literal and 
figurative tests. 

For many students, 
this time does not re-
semble in the slight-
es t the usual mir th 
and g o o d w i l l t h a t 
should characterize the holiday 
season. But instead of smil-
ing and trying to focus on the 
positive aspects of the holiday, 
overworked students snap and 
snarl at each other. 

As children, many of us en-
gaged in activities that defined 
the holidays for us: watching 
Chr is tmas specials, caroling, 
cooking warm and delicious 
treats and setting up homemade 
decorations with our families. 
For me, the decorat ions and 
lights stayed up well into Janu-
ary and did not come down un-
til the t empera tu res warmed 
up. This childhood cheer and 
warmth fails to stay with many 
us as we grow up and enter 
college, especially when exam 
time rolls around. 

Generally, Rice students and 
faculty support each other in 
times of need, stress, and hard-
ship. But the holiday season at 
Rice tends not to be an occasion 
of joy and celebration, but one of 
frustration and impatience. 

Unlike other peer universi-
ties, students refrain from steal-
ing homework and books and 
purposely sabotaging o thers ' 
projects and experiments. With 
the onset of finals, however, 
unhealthy competition manifests 
itself in others ways. We argue 
about who has the most difficult 
exam and finals workload as 
though there is an honest-to-
goodness winner in the perverse 
competition of academic, physical 
and mental exhaustion. This kind 
of competition proves itself whol-
ly unnecessary and unproductive. 
Our warm nature changes under 
the pressure of exams, exactly 
at the time when that nature is 
needed the most. 

Students are naturally caught 
up in their own suffering and 
there is nothing wrong with that. 
But we should keep in mind we 
are all in the same finals boat and 

experiencing the same stress 
over different assessments. To 
put this into fur ther perspec-
tive, there are those outside 

the manicured hedges 
whose situations are 
far more serious and 
whose problems will 
not end by Dec. 19 at 
5 p.m. Some folks, who 
do not have enough to 
eat or struggle to keep 
their heat and lights 
on, are much less ca-
pable than most Rice 
students of celebrating 
the holidays with trap-
pings of food, lights 

and gifts. People with family 
and friends overseas will not see 
their loved ones for the holidays. 
Those overseas are separated 
from their families at a time when 
family and love are emphasized 
the most. 

The holiday season 
at Rice tends not to 

be an occasion of joy 
and celebration, 

but one of frustration 
and impatience. 

Though not easy, we should 
try to support each other and 
be kind to fellow examinees 
during one of the most difficult 
periods of the semester. We all 
find ourselves consumed with 
our workload, so we should try 
not to lash out at others in the 
midst of our stress. 

Just because there are finals 
does not mean finals time should 
be devoid of enjoyment. 

Take a lunch, afternoon or 
evening off and explore Hous-
ton. Hop in your car — or a 
friend's car — and see the city 
at its best, with twinkling, spar-
kling lights and the occasional 
holiday discount. Get yourself 
into the holiday spirit of giving 
and donate a new toy or clothes 
to the Salvation Army or a local 
women's center. 

Finals are a temporary suf-
fering but the kindness shown 
to others and ourselves now 
can have a deeper and more 
beneficial effect that I know we 
all need and appreciate. 

Amanda Melchor is a Hanszen 
College junior and opinion editor. 
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Cycling team returns 
after years of dormancy 
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DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

Brown College sophomore Jasper Yan meets with other cyclists Wednesday at 
Willy s Statue. Since the Beer-Bike track was closed, the cycling team uses 
the Inner Loop or goes off campus to bike. 

by Jocelyn Wright 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A R 

It often seems like most biking 
on campus is either in a rush to get 
to class or is preceded by Beer. But 
Rice's long-dormant CyclingTeam 
is start ing to put campus peddlers 
back into competition. 

The year-round club, started by 
Baker College senior J.C. Zapata 
and Brown College sophomore 
Jasper Yan this semester, meets 
several times a week to bike around 
Houston. 

Yan said the team was an ef-
fort to revive Rice's cycling team, 
which was extremely active about 
ten years ago and had road races 
with the University of Texas, Texas 
A&M and the University of Houston. 
Although the team has existed since 
then, it became less active over the 
years until Yan and Zapata decided 
to revive it this year. 

"I got into cycling this summer 
and cycled with my friend and was 
thinking we should have a cycling 
time, so I found J.C. online and we 
were like, 'We both cycle, we both 
have a passion for cycling, so why 
not just form a club?"' Yan said. 

T h e team c o m p e t e s in t he 
South Central Collegiate Cycling 
Conference and is a member of 
the National Collegiate Cycling 
Association, a standing committee 
of USA Cycling. 

The team offers recreational 
rides and training sessions for its 
16 members . Since the Beer-Bike 
track is closed until January, Zapata 
said the club bikes recreationally 
in the two-mile loop in Memorial 

PIRATES 
From page 1 

clam chowder and crackers, bagels 
and biscuits, coffee from Coffee-
house, smoothies from Smoothie 
King, cook ies , Goldf i sh , b lue 
Jell-0 with Gummyfish, and Cap'n 
Crunch Cereal, along with bottled 
water and a variety of sodas. 

The total budget for the study 
break is $10,000, with a total of 
$6,350 being spent on enough food 
to feed 750 people. 

Park on weekdays and bikes at 
Clear Lake with other cyclists on 
weekends. 

Zapata said the club expanded 
students ' opportunities to cycle 
competitively, beyond the annual 
Beer-Bike. 

"The difference between Beer-
Bike and this is that Beer-Bike is 
one day and everyone just prepares 
for that one Beer-Bike race while 
the cycling team is year-round," 
Zapata said. 

Yan, who first became inter-
ested in cycling because of Beer-
Bike, said the CyclingTeam offers 
more variety. 

"Beer-Bike is basically a one-
mile sprint around the track," Yan 
said. "Cycling can be a sprint but it 
can also be a lot more than that. 1 
found out that cycling around the 
track was extremely boring and I 
really wanted to get on the road 
and explore the road. I found road 
cycling much more dynamic than 
Beer-Bike." 

Yan and Zapata both said cy-
clists of all abilities should not be 
discouraged from joining, since 
the team is not as competitive as 
it might sound. 

"Basically the cycling team is 
open to anybody who is interested 
in cycling or has a passion for 
cycling," Yan said. 

The club hopes to participate in 
road races next year, and has secured 
sponsorship from Bike Barn, Polar, 
Accelerate and Rice Web Searches. 
Yan said students interested in 
joining who do not have a bike can 
acquire one at discounted prices 
through the team. 

Mar t e l Col lege s o p h o m o r e 
Rose Cahalan said she was amazed 
by the amount of free things at the 
President 's Study Breaks. 

"It always makes me think about 
how Rice has so much disposable 
income and just wants to make us 
happy," Cahalan said. "I'll definitely 
stop by to sample the free food and 
pirate booty." 

Students protest free-trade at Baker Institute 
by Jocelyn Wright 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

The arrival of Commerce Secre-
tary Carlos Gutierrez came a wave 
of political activism on Rice's campus 
last Friday. Rice for Peace and Justice 
gathered in front of the J ames A Baker 
Institute for Public Policy to protest 
Gutierrez's visit to speak about free 
trade. The group opposed to U.S. free 
trade agreements on the grounds that 
they help corporations at the expense of 
human and environmental rights. 

"We feel that free trade agreements 
as they stand benefit big business 
and profit other people," Jones Col-
lege junior Gislaine Williams. "Large 
transnational corporations violate inter-
national labor as well as environmental 
standards, so we're here to say that free 
trade agreements are not really promot-
ing freedom and are in fact exploiting 
people and the environment." 

Brown College senior Sarah 
McDonald said was meant more to 
raise awareness of the anti-free trade 
movement than to force any immedi-
ate change. 

"I don't think we're going to change 
the secretary's mind, but we're going 
to show that not everyone is willing 
to accept free trade," McDonald said. 
"A lot of students have walked by, so 
we're just speaking out and letting 
people know." 

Not everyone supported the 
protest. Brown junior Paul Tucker, a 
Rice for Peace member, attended the 
speech but did not join the protest be-
cause he said he felt like the situation 
was misrepresented on the listserv 
e-mail sent out to club members. 

"They made it sound like corpo-
rations ;ire evil and that free trade 
ultimately hurts host countries, which 

MINOR 
F rom page 1 

which trains students to address 
and solve global health issues. This 
four-year grant expires in Sept. 
2010, but is eligible for renewal. 

Unde r the minor , s t u d e n t s 
would take six courses along one 
of two different tracks specified 
for differing academic interests: 
one for science and engineering 
students and another for humani-
ties, social science and policy study 
students. 

The two tracks start with the 
same required course, BIOE 260: 
Introduction to Global Health Is-
sues. The paths split into differing 
requirements and electives before 
joining again with senior year 
capstone project, BIOE 461/462: 
Global Hwealth Design Challenge. 
The course would require a group 
of s tudents from differing back-
grounds to collaborate and design 
a project to apply to a real-world 
situation, such as develop educa-
tional materials, bioengineering 
devices and tools for pharmacists 
or patients to use in the develop-
ing world. 

"[The classes] give the students 
tools they can use to actually solve 
problems, and not just learn about 
them," Bioengineering Lecturer 
Maria Oden said. 

The o ther required cou r se s 
focus on building a strong back-
ground in biology while the elec-
tives are more diverse in focus, 
ranging from issues in the develop-
ing world to biology courses. 

The minor proposal states that 
all core courses will be offered 
every year, with the entry point of 
BIOE 260 open to 25-30 students. 
It also states that the required 
courses of BIOS 361: Metablolic 
Eng inee r ing for Global heal th 
Environments, BIOS 362: bioengi-
neering for Global Health Environ-
ments and BIOS 122: Fundamental 
Concepts in Biology will be devel-
oped and taught by graduate or 
post-doctoral students. Courses in 
the minor will be open to s tudents 
not along the minor path. 

JOHN SANDERS/THRESHER 

Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez speaks at the James A. Baker Insti-
tute for Public Policy about free trade on Friday. Rice for Peace and Justice 
protested against free trade outside the Baker Institute. 

is just a false lie," Tucker said. "Third 
world countries benefit. Globalization 
is not a zero sum game. More people 
get helped than hurt, so I think it's kind 
of simplistic for [Rice for Peace and 
Justice] to put this on the Department 
of Commerce." 

The protestors did not go unnoticed 
by RUPD, who asked the protestors to 
leave on one occasion and to relocate 
on another. Sid Richardson College 
senior Sarah Taylor, co-president of 
Rice for Peace and Justice, said an 
officer told the protestors they were 
a security threat to the persons inside 
and asked protestors to stand 20 to 30 
feet away from the Baker Institute to 
prevent loitering. Williams said one 
officer told him no one was allowed 
to protest on campus. 

"When I first got here, the campus 
police came up here threateningly 
sayingthere were no public demonstra-
tions allowed on campus," Williams 
said. "He came up 30 seconds after 1 

had taken out my sign and said I had 
to leave campus." 

However, the Student Code of 
Conduct does not explicitly ban student 
protest as long as it does not obstruct 
or interfere with university functions 
or activities. 

RUPD Captain Phil Hassell said 
there was no written policy against 
student protestors being on campus. 

"We're certainly going to allow 
[students] to express their opinions 
on-campus," Hassell said. "We can't 
tell them to leave campus. It's their 
campus. They live here." 

However, non-Rice protestors are 
not allowed to protest on campus. 
Hassell said in the case of Gutierrez's 
visit, security was key. 

" [ Protestors] are not allowed to dis-
rupt meetings, endangerpeople, throw 
things or use inappropriate language at 
people," Hassell said. "But if they want 
to be there, hold up signs and protest, 
that's certainly acceptable." 

GLOBAL HEALTH CONCENTRATION 
Non-science core courses 

• BIOS 122 : Fundamental Concepts in Biology 

• BIOE 260 : Introduct ion to Global Health Issues 

• BIOE 3 0 1 : Bioengineering & World Health 

• BIOE 4 6 1 / 4 6 2 : Global Health Design Challenge 

Science core courses 

• BIOE 260 : Introduction to Global Health Issues 

• BIOE 3 6 1 : Metabol ic Engineering for Global Health Environ-
ments 

• BIOE 362 : Bioengineering for Global Health Environments 

• BIOE 4 6 1 / 4 6 2 : Global Health Design Challenge 

Two other elective courses are required for both cores. For a 
list of choices, visit beyondtradltionalborders.rice.edu. 

WANNA BE A DJ? 

YOU CAN! 

y 

APPLY TO BE A KTRU DJ! 
Interest Meeting Wednesday, January 16,10 PM, 

Kelley Lounge, RMC 

Applications due January 23 

www.ktru.org or kmayer@rice.edu for details 
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Student pairs place at national 
ballroom dance competition 

MICHAEL ROG/THRESHER 

Hanszen College sophomore Emilia Stepinski dances with Will Rice College junior Robbie Fraleigh (right) and Hanszen 
junior Zhe Loy dances with Sid Richardson College sophomore Laura Liem (left) Wednesday in the Grand Hall. The two 
couples competed in the USA Dance National Collegiate DanceSport Championship in Columbus, Ohio on Nov. 17-18. 

by Cindy Dinh 
FOR T H E THRESHER 

Taking a leap of faith and some 
stylistic spins, the Rice Social Dance 
Society sent two couples to their first 
national level dance competition in 
Columbus, Ohio, and came home 
victorious. The USA Dance National 
Collegiate DanceSport Champion-
ships held Nov. 17-18 marked the 
first time Rice students competed in 
ballroom dancing on a national level 
since the 1990s. 

Will Rice College junior Robbie 
Fraleigh, Hanszen College sopho-
more Emilia Stepinski, Hanszen 
junior Zhe Ix>y and Sid Richardson 
College sophomore I .aura liem com-
peted against 90-150 other couples 
from over 40 different colleges from 
across the United States. 

Fraleigh and Stepinski garnered 
first place medals in the pre-bronze 
level for quickstep, waltz and tango. 
Ix>y and Liem finished second in 
quickstep and third in tango. 

Stepinski said the coveted prize 
is honor and glory for the dancers 
themselves as well as for the school. 
This is the first year Rice has had a 
ballroom competition dance team. 

"Ballroom competition is a dance 
sport, so like any other competi-
tion we're trying to be the best," 
Fraleigh said. 

Both couples entered the Inter-

national Standard category, which 
includes waltz, tango, foxtrot, and 
quickstep, as well as the I a tin category; 
rumba, cha cha, samba and jive. 

Relatively new to the competition 
scene, these couples have been danc-
ing for one to two years through in-
struction from the Rice Social Dance 
Society. Three of the four competitors 
began dancing last semester. 

"I don't think they expected to 
make it to the final round," Pamelyn 
Shefman, Associate Director for tbe 
Student Center and faculty dance 
sponsor, said. "I'm very ecstatic for 
them. These competitions provide 
an opportunity for the students to 
showcase how strong the program 
is here at Rice." 

Two months prior to the com-
petition, the couples trained under 
former professional dancer Philip 
Stevens, who also owns a local studio, 
The Dance Place. Besides teaching 
the beginner dance classes for RSDS, 
the couples trained weekly with 
Stevens and practiced individually 
for three to 10 hours a week. 

However, Stepinski said the 
atmosphere of ballroom dancing is 
not always strict and formal. "Ev-
eryone on the sidelines is cheering 
your number and yelling for you," 
Stepinski said. "When we were in the 
finals, people we didn't even know 
were cheering for us." 

Compared to the $50-$90 per-

Best 
rilCHI Lasagna 

in town! 

HOMEMADE ITALIAN 

$5 Lasagna 
Vegetable or Beef, Served w/ Garlic Bread 

All Day, Everyday 1 1 a m — 9 p m 

6 8 1 1 KIRBY 7 1 3 - 6 6 6 - 4 0 4 7 
pr imapastarestaurant .com 

lesson cost from local dance studios, 
learning at the university level is the 
easiest and cheapest way to learn 
how to dance, Stepinski said. For 
a RSDS membership price of $10 
per semester, students can take six 
different social dance classes includ-
ing ballroom, swing and tango, and 
classes at the University of Houston, 
which collaborates with RSDS on 
several dancing events. 

Fraleigh said RSDS were also try-
ing to expand the team and get more 
people involved so that they could of-
fer professional-quality dance classes 
for as little as $100 per semester. 

Leebron's salary, national 
presidential pay increases 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

President David leebron's salary 
increased by 9.2 percent from $550,(XK) 
in die 2004-'05 fiscal year to $661,342 
for 2005-'06. This is less than half the 
salary of economics professor and 
former president Malcolm Gillis, who 
received a salary of $1,639,419 for 
2005-'06. $1.2 million of Gillis' salary 
was deferred compensation, or money 
owed from his previous work, accord-
ing to B.J. Almond, director of News 
and Media Relations. 

In a survey released by the 
Chronicle of Higher Education 
Nov. 16, Leebron's total compensa-
tion, die combined total of salary and 
benefits, for 2005-'06 is $778,167, up 
again from $713,594 in 2004-'05. Gil-
lis's total compensation for 2005-'06 
is $1,673,889, nearly double his total 

compensation of $791,451 for the year 
2004-'05. 

Almond said Leebron's salary falls 
roughly in the middle of presidential 
salaries at peer universities. The 
Chronicle defines Wee's peer group 
as private universities with very high 
research activity. 

The Board of Trustees's Compen-
sation Committee annually reviews the 
president"s performance and examines 
the past compensation of presidents of 
other elite research universities to de-
termine Leebron's salary each year. 

John's Hopkins University Presi-
dent William R. Brody is the highest 
paid president in Rice'speergroup.with 
a salary for 2005-'06 of $1,790,364. 

Fonnerfootball coach Ken Hatfield, 
who retired Dec. 13,2005, had the third-
highest salary at the time. He received 
a salary of $495,312 for the 2005-'06 
fiscal year. 

PRESIDENTIAL PAY AT PEER INSTITUTIONS 

Duke University 

Richard H. Brodhead 

Pay 

$517,500 

Benefits 

$33,204 

Emory University 

James W. Wagner $662,350 $443,848 

Rice University 

David W. Leebron $661,342 $116,825 

Stanford University 

John L. Hennessy $618,250 $33,299 

Tufts University 

Lawrence S. Bacow $501,164 $50,482 

earn money tutorin 
high school kids 

H0 
VARSITY TUTOR! 

HillJ yurij W . JJIJJJ iiuuiJ 

Varsity Tutors, LLC, is seeking smart 
Rice students to be academic tutors. 
Sessions occur in client's homes, or 
wherever convenient. Starting pay 
is $22/hr. Please e-mail us your 
resume or contact us for more 
information. 

(832) 748-1733 
houston@varsitytutors.com 

www.VarsityTutors.com 

mailto:houston@varsitytutors.com
http://www.VarsityTutors.com
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POLICE BLOTTER 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period of Nov. 15-28. 

Academic Buildings 
Fondren Library 

Other Locations 
Laboratory Road 

Nov. 29 Theft 

Dec. 1 Driving while license suspended 

ricethresher.org 
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it you? 
One person 
makes a difference 
when the mission of Christ 
meets the world. 

Be that person. Join us. 

For more information about 
becoming a Maryknoli Priest 

or Brother, contact: 

Fr. Gerry Kelly, MM 
2360 Rice Blvd. 

Houston, TX 77005-2652 

e-mail: mklhouston@maryknoll.org 
phone: (713) 529-1912 

. 
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Bioengineering professor Jennifer West is slated to become the new bioengineering chair in July. 
DAVID ROSAIAES/THRESHER 

by Sarah Rutledge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

visit our website: www.maryknoll .org 

When Jennifer West came to Rice 
to teach bioengineering 11 years ago, 
the university had no bioengineering 
department . Two years after her ar-
rival, the bioengineering major was 
made available to undergraduates. 
And starting July 1 next year, West 
will be chair of the department . 

Though U.S. World News and 
Report recently ranked l i ce ' s bio-
engineering department ninth in the 
country, West said she is looking to 
push the department into the top five 
by expanding itww. 

"Since it's a new depar tment 
and still growing, one of the chair 's 
responsibilities is to hire new faculty 
to build and grow our program, and 
to continue to develop the curriculum 
of the undergraduate and graduate 

program," West said. 
Currently, the bioengineering de-

partment boasts 16 faculty members 
and 120 graduate students working 
on their Ph.Ds. West said she plans 
to increase the number of faculty 
members to 21 in the next five to 
seven years. 

"We want to hire top-notch people 
that con t inue excel lence in the 
teaching program and expand and 
enhance the research programs," 
West said. 

In addition to teaching, West 
serves as director of the Institute of 
Biosciences and Bioengineering at 
Rice. The institute works to foster 
cross-departmental research and 
provides a seed-grant funding pro-
gram to allow members of the faculty 
to start bioengineering research. 

West said the bioengineering 
d e p a r t m e n t is highly r ega rded 

nationally in the areas of cell and 
t issue engineer ing, biomaterials, 
optical imaging technologies and 
computational bioengineering. H i e 
depar tment is also working with 
Baylor College of Medicine on the 
National Institute of Health's Quan-
tum Grant, which focuses on tissue 
engineering strategies and neural 
regeneration after strokes. 

West said they also had a cancer 
therapy program using nanopar t ides 
that ison the verge of becoming a com-
mercial product to treat people. 

Among this departmental expan-
sion, West said she is excited about 
the depar tment moving into (he 
Texas Medical Center 's Collabora-
tive Research Center, scheduled for 
completion in 2009. The CRC will 
allow Rice researchers to work witii 
scientists from the Medical Center 
on new projects. 

MAKE UP FORA LACK OF IMAGINATION, 
WITH 6000 TASTE. 

T h e Ch ipo t l e g i f t card. 
Load t h e m up f r o m 
$10 t o $250. 

M E X I C A N D R I L L . 

K I R B Y & N O T T I N G H A M 

mailto:mklhouston@maryknoll.org
http://www.maryknoll.org
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Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston,Texas 77030 

UNIVERSITY OFTEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 
Houston, Texas 77030 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 

1515 Holcombe Blvd. 

Houston, Texas f7030 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
6100 Main Street 

Houston, Texas 77005 

ALL students & employees -
" 1/2 deposit 

Waived admin fee 
No application fee 

Any resident transferred with school or company can give 
a 30-day notice and will be released from the lease contract. 

Letter from employer or school required. 

Mon - Thurs 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm 

Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 

www.alexanmainstreet.com 
I I I 

, 

i 

http://www.alexanmainstreet.com
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w e e k l y 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
December 7. 

CONCERT 

Hometown 
Showdown 

In the history of man, there 

have been many types of 

bands. One such type is local. 

Houston musicians including 

Electric Touch, The Crisis and 

Sun Machine will perform in 

the second annual Hometown 

Showdown on Saturday. 

Tickets are $10 in advance 

and available online. 

Warehouse Live 

813 St. Emanuel 

www.warehouselive.com 

TOUR 

Candlelight Tour 

Ever since man created 

fire, man has lit candles 

for Christmas. Immerse 

yourself in such old fashioned 

traditions Friday or Saturday 

at the Heritage Society's 

annual candlelight tour 

through the Sam Houston 

Park and surrounding 

historic homes. 

Sam Houston Park 

1100 Bagby 

MOVIE 

The Rape of 
Europa 

As part of the Premieres 

and Revivals film series, this 

documentary tells the epic 

story of the theft, destruction 

and survival of Europe's art 

treasures during the Third 

Reich. Watch on Saturday to 

hear Dr. Helga Aurisch, MFAH 

associate curator of European 

art, lead a discussion 

after the film. 

Museum of Fine Arts 

1001 Bissonnet 

www.mfah.org 

An old Houston favorite gets a second chance 

•w&sas 
IS 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Cactus Music & Video is now located in Shepherd Plaza at 2110 Portsmouth, where it moved after closing down in March 2006. 

by Ann Wang 
FOR THE THRESHER 

At times, Houston can seem like 
a never-ending dese r t of cultural 
wasteland, with sprawl and strip 
malls as far as the eye can see. 
Cactus Music and Video — a bas-
tion of eclectic Houston cul ture for 
over 30 years—stood as an oasis in 
that deser t . That is, until its owners 
re t i red and closed the place down 
last March . Now, just one month 
after its pre-grand-opening reopen-
ing, Cactus is already crea t ing a 
local buzz about its reinvention. 

N o w l o c a t e d a t 2 1 1 0 
Portsmouth, only a few blocks away 
from the original location on Shep-
herd, the store has changed decor, 
axed video rentals and the incorpo-
rated visual art. 

Not only is it once again offering 
intimate in-store performances and 
a wide selection of local and inde-
pendent albums, it also boasts one of 
the city's largest vinyl collections, all 
situated in an art space that features 
music-related exhibits. 

"What 's on the walls contextual-
izes the fact that album covers can 
be art ," Quinn Bishop, Cactus 's 
general manager said. "The two 
concepts work well together ." 

Not surpr i s ing ly , t h e m u s i c 
s tore that has always been known 
for its al ternative music collection 
took the opportunity of a second life 

to reconceptualize itself. Bishop 
said he recognizes that changing 
a s tore model that people were 
a l r eady c o m f o r t a b l e and satis-
fied with would be somewhat of 
a gamble . 

However, to survive the down-
turn in record s tore business , the 
enc roachment of anti-local Hous-
ton sprawl and the ever-present 
competi t ion of online music sales, 
Cactus is pulling out all the s tops 
to utilize and cultivate the cultural 
capital of this unique and diverse 
city. Bishop said he believes that 
local music s tores like Cactus are 
ideally situated to serve as com-
munity condui ts between radio, 
ar t is ts of all types, music venues 
and a r t s patrons. 

"The first day we were open, a 
fo rmer cus tomer was int roduced 
to a local ar t i s t , and now h e ' s 
scheduled to play at this cus tomer ' s 
venue," said Bishop. 

So far, this new interdisciplinary 
model seems promising. Within 
the first three hours of the doors 
opening, over 500 people came out 
to celebrate the store's revival. Of-
ficially, Cactuswillnothold its grand 
opening until February, at which 
point the partners expect operations 
to have stabilized. The building it's 
housed in does not even have a sign 
up yet. Still, word-of-mouth is quickly 
building store traffic on a daily ba-

sis. Despite the one-and-a-half year 
sabbatical, the familiar offbeat and 
cozy a tmosphere of the original 
store remain intact. This is prob-
ably due in part to the fact that an 
overwhelming majority of the staff 
consists of former employees. 

Indeed, Cactus 's friendly, laid 
back staff has always been one of 
the s tore 's s t rongest selling points. 
Tody Castillo, a local musician and 
s tore employee, says that Cactus 
is a grea t place to hang out and 
browse because both the regular 
cus tomer s and the employees are 
ex t remely knowledgeable about 
music and keep up with the local 
mus ic s cene . T h e y a re a lways 
glad to d iscuss music and offer 
recommendat ions . 

"Most people that work there 
are musicians or were in music 
groups," said Castillo. "It's a rock 
and roll family vibe." 

Especially since Cactus is now 
conveniently located close to busi-
nesses that Rice student already 
frequent, like Amy's Ice Cream, both 
Bishop and Castillo encourage Rice 
st udents to come out and browse the 
store in their free time. In addition 
to strolling the special aisles and 
exploring the extensive collection 
of new and used music, much of 
which is not sold in other Houston 
music stores, s tudents can also take 
advantage of the planned weekly 

in-store sets by talented local and 
national ar t is ts who are releasing 
new albums. Per formances usu-
ally occur on Thursday and Friday 
nights and Saturday af ternoons, 
a re f r ee of c h a r g e and include 
complimentary beer. 

At tending Cactus events and 
choos ing to buy from Cactus are 
both ways that young Houstonians 
who care about music can contrib-
ute to the successful comeback of 
the s tore . On a larger scale, sup-
port ing local bus inesses preserves 
identity and builds community. 

"Every day someth ing is lost," 
says Bishop, r e fe r r ing to how the 
city has allowed the demolition of 
historic bui ldings, and big busi-
nesses have pushed out small, local 
bus inesses simply by su r round ing 
them and push ing up the rent . 
C o n s u m e r s who suppor t Cactus 
will also indirectly be suppor t ing 
Saint Arnold Brewing Company, a 
renowned Houston microbrewery 
founded by Rice graduates , and 
B r u c e Levy of Rice Ep icu rean 
Market , a family-owned Houston 
s u p e r m a r k e t chain — both new 
p a r t n e r s of Cactus . 

By v iewing t h e i r c o n s u m e r 
cho ices as influential acts of social 
e x p r e s s i o n , H o u s t o n r e s i d e n t s 
can very easily reward these local 
bus ine s se s for their resolve and 
creativity. 

Rice Sketch Comedy creates laughs at Rice's expense 
by Casey Michel 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

If there is one lesson that is to be 
gleaned from the premiere of Rice 
Sketch Comedy, it is thus: Never stare 
at a girl with big boobs. For, if we are to 
believe RSC'screator-director Faheem 
Ahmed, "She will think you are a ter-
rorist. And you will go blind." 

While the male members of the 
audience may patently d isagree 
with this disjointed piece of advice, 
there is little else they would find 
fault with in RSC's sketches. From 
not-so-subtle ironic racism to Drunk 
Sid Girls, RSC tried to offer a bit of 
everything that the coveted young 
male demographic desires. 

However, these were not just 
your generic poop-and-booze jokes 
— they were your generic poop-and-

booze jokes with a 
focus on the Rice 
life. Held in the Rice 
Memorial Center 's 
Grand Hall, the pro-
gram began simi-
larly to the much-
lauded Chappelle's 
Show, with Ahmed, 
a Baker junior, grab-
bing the mike to 
introduce the first 
sketch which, like 

the rest, appeared on a projector 
screen. RSC opened with a VHS-
quality infomercial that highlighted 
Rice's 2-to-l student-teacher ratio 
( 'That 's crazy! No, that's true," an 
over-confident Ahmed voice-over 
claims). This ratio creates an intimate 
relationship between Martel College 
sophomore Christopher Lenzini and 
"teacher" Austin Mueller, a Hanszen 
College junior. Mueller's motives are 
clearly not always professional, like 
when he asks Lenzini out for drinks 
right after he joined his student 
at the urinal. 

The infomercial also takes the time 
to highlight Rice's legendary diversity. 
Wiess junior Jarrod Ford, an African-
American, does his best "Where's 
Waldo?" impression by flashing a 
creepily exuberant thumbs-up when-
ever the camera finds him. 

Rice's notorious attributes are 
not the only things coming under 
fire from RSC: Stereotypes about 
the Rice Boy and Rice Girl inhabit 
many of the characters. 'The Three 
Amigos" sketch, in which three Rice 
guys compete for the affections of 
(any) girl at a party, hammers home 
many of the common views on Rice 
students. While some pigeonholes of 
male Rice students are only touched on 
briefly many other are made painfully 

COURTESY RTV5 

Members of Rice Sketch Comedy exhibit cultural diversity in the classroom during 
a "Where's Waldo?"-like skit featuring Wiess junior Jarrod Ford (third from left). 

obvious. The unsuccessful Michael 
Jackson crotch grabs of Ahmed, the 
blatant douchebaggery of Jaffe and the 
disturbing, under-the-breath muttering 
of Mueller—'TTiis is fate... um, I like 
to masturbate" — all perpetuate the 
myth of social awkwardness in Rice 
guys. But just when it looks like all is 
lost, the boys discover a IAN World of 
Warcraft party they can go to. 

As with any debut, growing pains 
were evident. Mueller's acting was 
static and most of the sketches stuck 
with the Rice stereotypes theme. But 
the lone sketch that stood above the 

rest involved only one faux character, 
and many real. Baker sophomore 
Connor Hollowwa portrays the main 
character of the "Connor O'Hoolihan 
Experience," whose host is a sleuthing 
investigative reporter who combines 
;m overly-dramatic newscaster voice 
with the eyebrow exercises that would 
make Stephen Colbert jealous. 

RSC's second volume of work will 
be shown in the spring, and while there 
are no promises that Leebron will be 
there, plans are in the works for more 
chances for the audience to go blind. 
Or, at least, so we hope. 

http://www.warehouselive.com
http://www.mfah.org
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Teeth gnaws at audiences' 
primal fears, gag reflex 

Like the size of the universe or 
the dimensions of a black ho!*?, the 
2007 Sundance Film Festival selec-
tion Teeth is difficult to wrap one's 
mind around. 

Teeth f o c u s e s on a 
subject that is rather un-
seemly, mixing the strate-
gies of B-movie ho r ro r 
and social commentary to 
create a film that is at once 
terrible and intriguing. 

T h e main character , 
Dawn (The Big Bad Swim's 
J ess Weixler), is a Catholic 
schoolgirl struggling with 
he r budd ing sexuality, 
which she mitigates through he r 
participation in the local chastity club. 
But even the promise ring decorating 
her hand is not enough to withhold 
the passions gripping young Tobey 
(Beautiful Ohio's Hale Appleman). 
The couple is messing around when 
she tells him to stop. He doesn't, and 
they both discover—to their mutual 
dismay — that she has a toothed va-
gina. No does mean no, after all. 

After Dawn realizes she was born 
with this dangerous body part, she 
goes on a man-entrapping gore-fest 
castration spree for the entire second 
half of the film. Weixler won Special 
Dramatic Jury Prize for Acting at 
Sundance for this performance. 

We have to ask ourselves whether 
to laugh, to cringe, or to tap our chins 
and go "hmm."This film has become 
some sort of reluctant fetish. I'm horri-
fied but curious, and disgusted by my 
own inquisitiveness. I want to see this 
movie so badly, and yet not at all. 

Since it became one of the "most 
talked about films" at Sundance, Teeth 
has premiered in limited release in 
several cities with a projected fur ther 
release in 2008. By then it will have 
been discussed even more. 

The movie's official Web site has 
some amusing insight to offer: "In-
dependent filmmaking is at its most 
exceptional when it defies categoriza-
tion, and Teeth isjaw-droppinglyunde-
finable."The film isalso touted as "part 
horror film, part erotic/moral debate, 

Nikki 
Metzgar 

and part outrageous assault on male 
vulnerability and fear." Say whaaa? 

The film brings up the vagina 
dentata myth — Latin for "toothed 

vagina," — that appears 
in d i f f e r e n t f o r m s in 
several cultures and is 
referenced occasionally 
in modern day, although 
perhaps not as blatantly 
as in Teeth. The myth 
relates to some compel-
ling ideas about society's 
p e r c e p t i o n of f e m a l e 
sexuality — i.e., that it is 
bad — and what the act 
of intercourse means for 

both a man and a woman. But the film 
takes some questionable approaches 
to exploring those themes. 

The trailer is hilarious. It features 
the scene in which Dawn visits the 
gynecologist sometime after the 
unpleasant incident with Tobey. She 
looks nervous so the male doctor 
asks whether it is her first visit. 
When she nods yes, he reassures 
her, "Don't worry. I don't bite."Then 
the screen goes black to the sound 
of his screams, presumably because 
his hand is getting mangled. It's so 
bad it's good, but so disconcert-
ing I'm troubled. Are biting jokes 
really appropriate? 

Maybe the giggles are just a 
nervous response, like the giggles 
from sixth-grade sex education class, 
but when one of the plot keywords 
on IMDb.com is "eating penis," one 
has to wonder. What has happened 
to America's cinematic integrity? Is 
this actually something extremely 
poignant and your laughter is an 
expected reaction that only proves 
the filmmaker's point — what that is, 
you still don't understand? 

This "outrageous assault on 
male vulnerability and fear," was 
actually written and directed by a 
man, Mitchell Lichtenstein, son of 
pop artist Roy lichtenstein, who was 
a career actor before Teeth, This is a 
film made by a man about ghoulish 
male characters, like an oversexual 

See TEETH, page 10 

Zff * 

,w.- •• .*• w 

• •}•* * V 
COURTESY NEW LINE CINEMA 

Florentino (No Country for Old Men's Javier Bardem) pines after Fermina (La bestla nel cuore's Giovanna Mezzogiorno). 

Cholera movie enough to make viewer ill 
by Brian Re inhar t 
THRESHER STAFF 

For nearly a half-century, renowned 
author Gabriel Garcia Marquez refused 
to allow any of his books to be turned 
into films. He finally relented a few 
years ago, and the adapted romance 
Love in the Time of Cholera is the result. 
After watching Uiis movie, it is safe to 
say that Garcia Marquez should never 
have caved to Hollywood. 

'Love in the Time of Cholera' 

• • o f five 

now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

The film tells a beautiful story, but 
clumsily. Javier Bardem (No Country 
for Old Men) plays Florentino Ariza, 
a young man in 19th-century Colom-
bia who swears his eternal love to a 
beautiful girl named Fermina (1M 
bestia nel cuore's Giovanna Mezzo-
giorno). She turns Florentino down 
for another man, but he spends the 
rest of his life waiting for Fermina's 
husband to die so he can mar ry her 
anyway. Florentino is confident he 
will eventually relieve his loneli-
ness and in the meantime engages 
in casual affairs with nearly seven 

hundred women. 
Garcia Marquez' novel is filled with 

sly wit and whimsy, from the very idea 
of a man sleeping with seven hundred 
women to the aging Florentine's work 
writing love letters. Unfortunately, the 
film suppresses much of this light-
headedness, instead opting for melo-
drama. ITie dialogue taken directly 
from the book is funny — like when 
Florentino is asked if he believes in 
God and responds, "No, but I am afraid 
of him." But generally the rest of the 
script is dull and filled with uninventive, 
soap-opera-style conversations. 

Making matters worse is some 
surprisingly shaky acting. Part of the 
problem is that half of Uie cast is na-
tive Spanish speakers and the other 
half has never used the language in 
their lives. The result is bizarre 
and distracting. 

In fact, there are only two truly 
convincing performances in the film. 
Fernanda Montenegro (Central do 
Brasil) shines as Florentine's mother, 
and Hector Elizondo (Georgia Rule) 
provides some comic relief as Floren-
tine's boss, at one point stating, "I am 
not a rich man. I am a poor man with 
money. There is a difference." Unfor-
tunately, this is the funniest moment 
in what could have been a much more 

light-hearted film. 
There are some other elements 

of this adaptation that just do not add 
up. Florentino narrates the movie, but 
only in the second half, as if the nar-
ration was an afterthought. Also, even 
though this movie takes place over 
several decades, some of the characters 
never seem to age. When Fermina and 
Florentino reunite five decades after 
he proposes, the only signs of aging 
on Fermina are grey hair and some 
prosthetic body fat. 

Even the soundtrack by Shakira is 
flawed, because her loud and lively 
singing style contrasts starkly with 
the movie's quiet seriousness. This 
is especially jarring at the end of the 
film, when Shakira's sharp vocals 
interrupt a beautifully calm sunset 
along a river. 

Love in the Time of Cholera is not 
all bad. It begins with a wonder f i l 
story and vivid scenery, along with 
impress ive c inematography and 
an abundance of sex scenes. The 
problem is that the movie takes itself 
too seriously, and as a result comes 
across ra ther stodgy and bland. 
This is not the rich, magical world 
of a brilliant author. No, this film 
comes from a more prosaic realm: 
formulaic, cliched Hollywood. 

PEANUTS! 
ALL IT WOULD TAKE TO MAKE 

ME HAPPY IS TO HAVE SOMEONE 
SAY HE LIKES ME... 
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Discover Heights of the Houston art scene 
More artsy and less selfconsciously 

hip than Montrose, the Heights neigh-
borhood has an old-timey, unassuming 
charm. Think old Victorian style homes 
and antique stores. If you do 
not know what I am talking 
about, then you have been 
missing out on the coolest 
area inside the loop. 

I am not the best with 
directions, so lefs just say 
if you are north and west of 
Downtown and you can see 
Heights Blvd, Washington 
Street, Yale Street, North 
Shepherd or Studewood, 
you are on the right track 

Part of this "artsiness" is embodied 
in the Yale Street Arts Market, that 
takes place on the first Saturday of 
every month. Held in a parking lot 
next to the Wind and Water Gallery, 
the market consists of decent-sized 
grouping of artists' tents, which feature 
the expected painters, photographers 
and jewelers. There is also a potter, 
a man selling orchids and a woman 
who makes wind chimes out of wine 
bottles and tea kettles (with spoons for 
chimes), among many other interest-
ing and intriguing crafters. Even if 
you would rather save your money 
for something else, there is no cost to 
just look around and it is well worth 
the trek to experience part of the local 
art scene. 

Just strolling around, it is nearly 
impossible not to get into conversation 
with the artists. One photographer 
takes pictures of found objects em-
bedded in asphalt — pennies barely 
scratch the surface of random items. 
No, he does not always walk staring at 
the ground. You get an eye for spotting 
things, he says. 

The potter is a soft-spoken middle-
aged man who throws and glazes pots 
(and mugs and plates and goblets and 
bowls) in his free time while teaching 
art to eighth graders during the week. 
While I was chatting with another pho-
tographer and talking about my own 
interest in photography, she shared 
her special method that involves an 

TEETH 
From page 9 

stepbrother — and perhaps it bears 
repeating — a woman with a toothed 
vagina. I question whether a man is 
qualified to address this subject matter. 
A man probably is, but whether he is 
doing society's perception of women 
any favors with this method of address 
is still a separate question. 

So Teeth will probably end up being 
one of two things: an intellectual explo-
ration of how femininity is constructed 

Ingrid 
Norbergs 

old camera bought of off eBay and a 
Pringles tube, and encouraged me to 
get into the Flickr photographers' com-
munity. Houston apparently has avery 

active group. 
The art is even fairly 

affordable. Yes, the larger 
works like the paintings 
were predictably out of 
my price range, but there 
were bins of affordable 
photographs, reasonably 
priced jewelry and the 
high school art teacher's 
pottery, which was the 
best deal I found. I bought 
a beautifully shaped and 

glazed mug for $9. 
The Arts Market is only one of the 

many things that gives the Heights 
its appeal. Just on 19th Street alone 
you can find Retropolis, my favorite 
vintage store and co-op of clothing 
sellers, a number of antique stores and 
an Asian-inspired design store called 
Tatsu, among a few more blocks of 
quaint stores and restaurants. 

The Heights is also home to Live 

Oak Friends Meeting, the Quaker 
congregation that lias a meeting room 
designed by James Turrell, the artist 
who designed the MFAH's lighted 
underground passage. Every Friday 
twenty minutes before sunset the 
public is welcome to come watch the 
skyscape. It is one of the most peace-
ful and inspiriting events I have ever 
witnessed. 

One of my favorite restaurants, the 
Dry Creek Cafe, is BYOB and has the 
best burgers in Houston, or so I am 
told—I do not eat beef. The Grilled Ahi 
Tuna Salad is my inevitably delicious 
pick. Its sister establishment, Onion 
Creek Coffee House on White Oak, is 
my second favorite coffee shop—after 
Rice's own Coffeehouse, of course. 
They serve Katz Coffee and have the 
cheapest draft beer 1 have seen outside 
of Valhalla and it is just a chill place to 
hang out 

How do I love the Heights, let me 
count the ways ... 

Ingrid Norbergs is a Baker College 
senior. 

To Downtown 

26* St. 

LEGEND 

A Yale St. Arts Market 
B Retropolis 
C Live Oak Friends Meeting House 
D Dry Creek Cafe 

White Oak Or. 

Dylan isn't there, but his 
image shines through 
by Hajera Blagg 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The latest Bob Dylan biopic and 
unique visual indulgence, I'm Not 
There, defies all the rules of the 
traditional biographical film. 

1 1 'I'm Not There' 
Jf • • • • • of five 

now ptey/M at AMC and 
rds theaters 

The gimmick of the film is 
that six different actors portray 
s even s t a g e s in Dy lan ' s l ife, 
and it never once spirals into an 
incoherent mess. 

In that sense, Todd Haynes' film 
then is more than just a biopic. It 
looks and feels like a narrative 
collage. It is a statement about per-
ception, obsession and cultural rel-
evance. Bob Dylan both controlled 
his public persona and unwittingly 
allowed it to be controlled by his 
fans, the media and the genera-
tion that he represented. Haynes 
expresses the idea that Dylan was 
whatever we wanted him to be. 

Dylan's six different manifesta-
tions are in some cases unusual. 
Cate Blanchett (Babel) as Dylan 
at the height of his musical career 
has garnered the most publicity, 
and despite the gender switch, 
Blanchett 's character is the most 
physically identifiable. She talks 
like Dylan, walks like Dylan and 
dresses like Dylan. At the same 
time, however, the illusion is just 
that. Look once, it's Dylan. Look 
again and it's a skilled actress who 
inhabits the Dylan character but 
never becomes him. 

As for the other depictions, Heath 
Ledger (Brokeback Mountain) plays 
the unlikable hippie, Christian Bale 
(American Psycho) gives us the folk 
singer, a young African-American 

boy, Marcus Carl Franklin (The 
Water is Wide) portrays the pre-
famous Dylan and Richard Gere 
(Bee Season) presents us with the 
Western outlaw. The sixth Dylan, 
played by Ben Whishaw (Layer 
Cake), is Dylan the poet. There are 
so many Dylans, and yet not once 
in the entire movie is Bob Dylan 
mentioned by name. 

T h i s is w h e r e the t i t le of 
the film — and the point of the 
film — comes into focus. What 
makes Bob Dylan so interesting 
beyond the great music is the great 
myth. Adept at transformation, Bob 
Dylan has reinvented himself more 
times than the George Foreman 
Grilling Machine. Thus, previous 
efforts at pinning the singer down 
— namely, D.A. Pennebaker's film 
Don't Look Back and a handful of 
unauthorized biographies — have 
failed because they were all attempts 
at unveiling the "real" Bob Dylan, 
when not a single one exists. 

For those viewers who do not 
know much about Bob Dylan's 
life, I'm Not There still has much 
to offer. The most absurd scenes, 
including the Beatles getting stoned 
for their first time and poet Allen 
Ginsberg joining Dylan in poking 
fun of a statue of Christ on the cross, 
provide a delirious brand of humor 
that pops up throughout the film. 
Haynes even transforms Dylan's 
lyrics into entire characters and 
mini-storylines that seamlessly flow 
with the narrative. 

But above all, the music, a 
carefully selected soundtrack that 
demonstrates Dylan's incredible 
lyrical and musical range, propels 
the movie forward just when it is on 
the brink of losing everyone except 
the most astute Dylan scholars. So 
even if Dylan was never there, or 
is never there, this film more than 
makes up for his absence. 

Enchanted is charming for all audiences 

not only in society, but also by women 
themselves, and what happens when 
violent revenge is thrown into the mix, 
or a disgusting, blood-soaked comedy-
horror thatwill probably make me wish 
I were never born. Iichenstein must be 
an evil genius, because undoubtedly I 
will be there to find out. 

Nikki Mctzgar is a Baker College senior 
and arts and entertainment editor. 

by Amanda Melchor 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

By pulling the audience into 
a story that will have even the 
most cynical filmgoer believing 
in happy e n d i n g s , Enchanted 
lives up to its title. A tribute to 
and a parody of past Disney films, 
this movie offers enjoyment for a 
wide-ranging audience. 

'Enchanted' 
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Mos t of D i s n e y ' s r e c e n t l y 
successfu l animated fi lms like 
Ratatouille and Finding Nemo 
feature beautifully-detailed digital 
imagery. But while these films 
were cute and appealing in their 
own way, theyalso exhibit how far 
Disney has strayed from its roots 
of hand-drawn animation that fans 
loved and embraced as children. 

In this new film, Disney does a 
great job of returning to its roots 
and expertly combines hand-drawn 
animation with live-action and CGI. 
The combination gives the film 
a unique texture that resembles 
nothing else in theaters. 

The film begins with a slow 
zoom on a jeweled book, much like 
the opening action of Disney's 1959 
Sleeping Beauty. The action starts in 
the animated world of Andalasia as 
Giselle (Junebug's Amy Adams) sings 
to her helpful and anthropomorphic 
woodland friends about her desire to 
find the man of her dreams. Enter 
Prince Edward (X-Men's James 
Marsden) who valiantly rescues 
her from a giant. Upon catching her, 
Edward and Giselle declare their 
undying affection and decide to be 
married the next day. 

Edward'sevil step-mother Queen 
Narissa (Stepmom's Susan Sara-
ndon) decides she must prevent 
Edward from marrying in order 
to retain her throne and promptly 
sends her to a place where "there 
are no happy endings:" New York 
City. Once in the Big Apple, Giselle 
chances to meet divorce attorney 
Robert Philip (Grey's Anatomy's 
Patrick Dempsey) and his daughter 
Morgan (Duane Hopwood's Rachel 
Covey) who agree to let her spend 
the night at their home. 

The real success in this movie 
lies in two things — the script 
and Adams' performance. Writer 
Bill Kelly (Premonition) infuses 
the script with delightful dialogue 
that not only moves the action 
along — as good dialogue should 
do — but entertains as well. After 
spending the night, Robert 's fi-
ance, Nancy (Rent'sliMna Menzel), 
finds Giselle wearing nothing but 
a towel in Rober t ' s apa r tmen t 
and promptly storms out. Robert 
explains Nancy's anger over her 
assumption of the previous night's 
events and Giselle, horrified, asks, 
"She thinks we kissed?" After a beat 
or two, Robert confusedly replies, 
"Something like that." 

Giselle's character progression 
is another fantastic element of the 
movie that makes it different from 
traditional animated movies. She 
t ransforms in front of the audience 
from a girl naively in love to a young 
woman who comes to question her 
values and the life she has led. 
In the hands of another actress, 
Giselle's naivete could have been 
nauseatingly annoying and would 
have made her dynamic develop-
ment less believable. 

The res t of the ensemble is 
also superbly well cast. Dempsey 
properly fulfills his McDreamy 

reputation as a handsome divorcee, 
though the chemistry between him 
and Adams is bard to believe at 
times. Marsden is perfectly cast 
as Prince Edward, a dashing but 
sweetly self-confident and simple 
man, while Sarandon expertly plots 
trouble at appropriate intervals. 

Aesthet ical ly , the movie is 
gorgeous. The sets and costumes 
are filled with rich, vibrant colors 
and textures that reflect the fun 
and beauty of the fantastic world. 
Even the dank streets of New York 
have a certain glimmer and shine 
to them that are only present in 
cinematic depiction. 

Giselle's unwavering optimism 

Even the 
dank streets of 
New York have 
a certain 
GLIMMER and 
shine to them that 
are only present 
in cinematic 
depiction. 

combined with Robert's pessimism 
regarding love and relationships 
act as a metaphorical reminder 
of the emotional balance life de-
mands: The world is filled with 
beauty and ugl iness , pain and 
love. Enchanted leaves its view-
ers with wonderfully contented 
and charmed, making it a great a 
study break or flick to watch with 
the family. 



esher S 
Page 11 THE RICE THRESHER Friday, December 7, 2007 

Owls limp home from road 
by Justin Hudson 

THRESHER STAFF 

The women's basketball team found two 
ways to lose badly last weekend. Playing at Fur-
man University on Friday, Rice (5-5) fell behind 
160 to start the game and 
never had a chance, eventu-
ally falling 70-53 to the Pala-
dins. Two days later, the 
Owls went to Wake Forest 
University and held tough 
with the Demon Deacons 
for a while. However, what 
was a three-point deficit at 
halftime quickly became 
a 33-point in the second 
half, as Wake Forest's de-
fense clamped down for a 
7946 win. 

With the loss to the 
Demon Deacons (7-1), 
Rice has now concluded 
a brutal stretch in which 
the team played nine out 
of its first ten games on 
the road. Yesterday's game against Texas 
Christian University (3-4) gave Rice an op-
portunity to bounce back against an oppo-
nent that has also had a rough start to its 
season. The game marked the Owls' first 
regular-season contest in their temporary 
home. Sharp Gym. 

The Owls will take a couple of weeks off for 
final exams, but after that they will continue 
their first homestand of the season with a game 
against Rider University Dec. 20. The Broncos 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 
Record: 5-5 

Last week: Fell on the road 
against Furman and Wake 
Forest. 

What made the difference: 
Offensive futility. The Owls fell 
behind Furman 16-0 to start 
the game, and shot 29 percent 
outscored 48-18 in the second 
half against Wake Forest. 

(3-3) have already downed one Conference 
USA team this season, beating the University 
of Central IHorida 7674 on Nov. 23. 

If the Owls hope to beat TCU and Rider, 
they will have to avoid a slow start like they had 
against Furman. Unable to get into any offen-

sive rhythm, the Owls fell 
behind quickly to the Pala-
dins (3-3), a team that shot 
54 percent and scored 19 
points off of 12 Rice turn-
overs en route to a 40-21 
halftime lead. 

Head coach Greg Wil-
liams (Hanszen '70) said 
he believes Furman's 
early hustle combined 
with Rice's lethargic play 
to set the stage for the 
early deficit. 

"[Furman was] a little 
bit more aggressive, 
maybe reacted a little 
quicker and got threes 
off of rebounds that 
could have been ours," 

Williams said. "We missed some easy shots 
land] a couple of free throws in that stretch. 
Next thing you know, it's 160." 

Despite consistent play coming out of half-
time, the Owls never got within striking dis-
tance in the second half. Junior guard Maudess 
Fulton and senior forward Tiffany Loggins 
started off the half with back-to-back baskets 
to trim the lead to 15, but Furman effectively 
took control of the game with a 19-9 run that 

See WOMEN, page 14 

I 

Sophomore guard Tara Watts, who is second on 
win two out of none games on the road to start 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHEP 
the Owis with 22 assists, has helped the Owls 
the season. I 

J 
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Men's basketball earns first two wins of season 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

After falling 14 points behind 
Texas State University in the first 
half, all signs pointed toward an-
other loss for the men's basketball 
team last Wednesday. But thanks to 
career nights from senior forward 
Patrick Britton and junior guard 
Rodney Foster, the Owls (2-5) dis-
played uncharacteristic resiliency 
to pull out an 88-81 victory for its 
second win of the season. 

Hie Owls will now return home to 
play fifth-ranked University of Texas 
(8-0) at the Toyota Center tomorrow 
night at 7 p.m. The two teams have 
not met since 2005, when the then-
No. 2 Longhorns throttled the Owls 
85-58. Following tomorrow's game, 
Rice will take a two-week-long hiatus 
before heading to Beaumont, Texas, 
to face Lamar University Dec. 22. 

If the Owls are to have any chance 
against Texas, they will need to re-
peat the offensive output they had 
last Wednesday against the Bobcats. 
'Hie 88 points Rice scored in that con-
test marked not only the Owls' high-
est point total of the young season, 
but also the first time Rice has put 

more than 60 points in any game. 
However, the early minutes of the 

game were controlled by the Bobcats 
(5-2), who built a 20-8 lead just seven 
minutes into the game. But Foster 
would not let his team slip any further, 
scoring 13 of his 17 points in the first 
half and helping the Owls claw their 
way back to a 49-42 lead at the half. 

The beginning of the second half 
was almost the polar opposite for 
Rice, as the Owls, who used a quick 
20-7 run to build a 20-point lead. 
Texas State came back, though, 
dominating the next several min-
utes to cut the lead to just 75-73 with 
five minutes remaining. 

Rice kept tilings interesting by 
making just eight of their last sixteen 
free throws to close the game. The 
poor free throw shooting allowed Tex-
as State to close to within 85-81 with 
36 seconds left following a three-point 
shot by the Bobcats' Brandon Bush. 
Nevertheless, Britton, who notched 
seven rebounds and a career-high 24 
points, and sophomore guard Bryan 
Beasley hit three free throws for the 
Owls in the closing seconds to seal 
the seven-point victory. 

Prior to the win against Texas 
State, Rice participated in the 

Hawkeye Challenge in Iowa City, 
Iowa. In the first game of the tour-
nament, Rice earned its first win 
of the season by beating Eastern 
Illinois University 55-49 last Fri-
day. The game was tight from the 
very beginning, with the Owls 
holding a slim 27-25 advantage 
heading into halftime. 

But with 2:55 left in the game, the 
Owls found themselves down 4947. 
When the Panthers' Romain Martin 
missed a pull-up juniper, the Owls 
pushed the ball up the court and into 
the hands of Britton. The senior then 
drove inside and, thanks to a three-
point play from Britton, took a 5049 
lead. On the next possession, fresh-
man guard Jasen Williams hit a three-
pointer that iced the game. Williams 
finished the night with a career-high 
20 points alongside four rebounds to 
help the Owls win 5549. 

Following the win. Rice ad-
vanced to take on the University of 
Louisiana-Monroe. The Warhawks 
(4-4), who had beaten host Uni-
versity of Iowa 72-67 the previous 
day, opened with a 21-5 run to start 
the game. The Owls could not 
gain any traction, and found 

See COMEBACK, page 13 

WEAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 
With 13 points and a career-high IS rebounds against Texas State in the 
Owls' 88-81 win last Wednesday, senior forward Pauilus Packevicius recorded 
his team-high fourth double-double. 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Saturday, Dec. 8 
•Men's Basketball vs. Texas Friday, Jan. 4 
7 p.m. — Toyota Center •Women's Basketball vs. Tulane 

Thursday, Dec. 20 7 p.m. — Sharp Gym 

•Women's Basketball vs. Rider Sunday, Jan. 6 
7 p.m. — Sharp Gym 

•Women's Basketball vs. UTEP 

•Men's Basketball vs. Richmond 
2 p.m. — Sharp Gym 

7:20 p.m. — Reliant Arena Wednesday, Jan. 9 
Saturday, Dec. 29 

•Men's Basketball vs. Marshall 

• Men's Basketball vs. TCU 
7 p.m. — Reliant Arena 

2 p.m. — Katy, Texas s 
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WHERE T H R E S H E R S P O R T S EDITORS ARE TOO LAZY TO NOT RIP OFF E S P N 

LAYOUT BY CASEY MICHEL 

OR, HOW I LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE THE LIGHTER SIDE OF S P O R T S 

You, too, can have your very own French basketball experience in your hometown 

a 

So you want to have a French-style 
professional basketball game in your 
town? Well, lucky for you, in order 
to get rid of the stomachache I got 
from eating all that crow after my last 
column — stupid New England — I 
decided to check out the home opener 
for the Pau Orthez basketball team. 
During the game, I made a list of the 
nine must-haves for accurate French 
basketball re-enactment. Feel free to 
copy them for your own enjoyment: 

1. About 300 mostly-lethargic 
fans in attendance, with an enthu-
siasm level roughly equaling that 
of a Charlotte Bobcats home game. 
At the game I attended, the stadium 
was filled to about a twentieth of 
capacity, because apparently French 
teams don't ask for a whole lot in 
terms of turnout. 

2. A hodgepodge ska/polka band 
dressed in green sequined vests 
and bowler hats (not matching the 
colors of either team). I could not tell 
if they were the official band, more 
enthusiastic than the average fans, 
or just lost. Whatever they were, they 
were entertaining. I think the MOB 
should adopt this look. 

3a. An unidentifiable purple bea-
ver/small bear/large rodent cross 
for a mascot with even less enthu-
siasm than the fans. It didn't really 
have a personality of its own — it 
was more of a large brown fuzzy blob 
that occasionally did round-offs and 
awkward somersaults on the floor. 

3b. An unidentifiable purple 
beaver/bear/large rodent cross for 

a mascot with no sense of accuracy. 
Every once in a while, the thing 
would come out onto the court with 
a huge slingshot and some wadded-
up shirts, just like in some arenas 
in the States. However, 
the art of pinpoint shirt-
slinging seemed to be a 
little out of his league. 
At least seven of the ten 
shirts he shot landed in 
the uninhabited second 
deck, and none of the 
others made it within 50 
feet of the nearest spec-
tator. Of course, the fact 
that there were about 30 
seats between fans might 
have had something to 
do with it. But my favorite was the 
shirt that made it over my head in 
the nosebleeds, out the exit door, 
and into the concession stand/bar 
outside. I guess that might take skill 
to reproduce. 

4. No more than two cheerlead-
ers in black, '80s-era spandex, and 
preferably no older than 10 years 
old — for maximum awkwardness, 
not for anything perverted. These 
cheerleaders didn't reveal any ability 
to do anything but skip — no gym-
nastics, no novelty shirt throwing, 
no jumping, nothing but skipping and 
clapping hands with all the grace of 
someone's third-grade kid sister. 5. 
No more than one group of three 
angry men who, after quite a few 
beers, break out of their lethargy by 
yelling insults and obscenities at what 

Dylan Farmer 

Call and you could save 
Class dismissed. 

Convenient local office 

Money-saving discounts 

Low down payments 

Monthly payment plans 

24-hour service and claims 

Coverage available by phone 

Local Office 

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE. 

Geico Direct 
5404 Bell aire Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77401 

713-665-4667 
Some dtewims, oweragev payment plans. aryf features ate not available » at! slates or in all CiflCO companies. Government Employees 

insurance Co. GEICO General Insurance Co. GtICO Indemnity Co. GUC0 Casualty Co. ibesv tympanies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway irn 

GfiCO auto insurance is not available in MA GtICO: Washington, 0C 20076.6 2007 GEICO. Ihe GEICO gecko image © GElCO 19» 200/ 

seems to be every person in sight. 
Make sure you get the proper insults, 
too: "Vendu, l'arbitre!" (to accuse the 
referee of being paid off), "Vas te 
coucher!" (literally "go to bed," butthe 

slang usage is more along 
the lines of "you suck!"), 
and the heavyweight, 
"Quel encule!" (rough-
ly translated as "&%!# 
that guy!"). 

6. German exchange 
students who like to talk 
about Dirk Nowitzki.That 
way, if you're a Spurs fan 
like me, you have someone 
with whom to chat about 
how badly Dallas choked 
last year in the playoffs. 

However, you do have the risk of the 
conversation turning to David Hassel-
hoff. Don't say I didn't warn you ... 

7. French students who like to talk 
about Tony Parker. With them, you 
can trash talk Dallas and Phoenix and 
chat about Eva Longoria at the same 
time. What's not to like? 

8. A halftime show that resembles 
something from a Japanese game 
show. Be sure to start it with the 
traditional half-court shot and free 
throw contests, and then regress into 
weird games as quickly as possible. 
For example, our main source of en-
tertainment was two guys connected 
by an elastic band. They had to score 
baskets on opposite sides of the court 
while attached, which proved to be 
more difficult than I thought it would 
be. One guy's pants started sagging 

uncontrollably toward the end of the 
game, but he was more than willing 
to sacrifice his dignity for the winning 
shot. The other guy hit his head on 
the floor and didn't get up. Eventu-
ally, the mascot had to drag him off 
the court by his leg to the sporadic 
applause of about 10 spectators. Like 
I said, weird. 

If your team loses, 
go on strike. 

It's France, that's 
how they do it. 

9. Finally, if your team loses, go 
on strike. It's France, that's how 
they do it. 

So, I think that about covers it. I 
might think of some more things, in 
which case I'll amend the column, 
but for now you should be able to 
accurately recreate an authentically 
trippy French basketball experience 
whenever you want. And just as a 
disclaimer, I'm not responsible for any-
one injured by poorly-aimed souvenir 
shirts or sketchy halftime games. 

Dylan Farmer is a Hanszen College 
junior and was aThxeshev sports editor, 
but now he's paying eight euros a game to 
see wei rd stuff like th is. And he prom ises 
his family that he's learning how to say 
more than profane street slang ... 

A 

I 

JOHN SANDERS/THRESHER 

Rugby is often said to be the quintessential sport. After seeing this picture, the 
Thresher sports editor would like to call that label Into question. 
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COMEBACK 
From page 11 
themselves trailing 44-25 at half. 

However, a steal and subsequent 
layup by Foster capped a furious ral-
ly that cut ULM's lead to nine with 
2:57 remaining. Foster again picked 
the Warhawks' pocket on the ensu-
ing possession, and freshman cen-
ter Scott Saunders hit a free throw 
to make the score 73-65. But with 15 
of their 16 free throw attempts going 
in down the stretch, the Warhawks 
took the game 80-67. 

ERRATUM 
The caption of the men's basket-
ball photograph below the box 
scores on page 18 in last week's 
Thresher (Nov. 30) incorrectly 
identified junior forward Alex 
Perka as senior forward Pau-
lius Packevicius. The Thresher 
regrets the error. 

N 

>) 
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DEI AN TABAKW/THRESHER 

Forward Suleiman Braimoh, who leads all Rice freshmen with 16 total rebounds, helped 
the Owls notch their second win of the season last Wednesday against Texas State. 

MEN'S BASKETBALL TEAM LEADERS 

Games played: 8-way tie (7) 

Games started: Packevics (7) 

Minutes: Packevics (217) 

FG: Packevics (30) 

FGA: Foster (72) 

FG pet.: Braimoh (.579) 

3FG: Pflieger (11) 

3FGA: Foster (38) 

3FG pet.: Pflieger (.393) 

FT: Britton (34) 

FTA: Britton (44) 

FT pet.: Beasley (1.000) 

Off. rebounds: Packevics (24) 

Def. rebounds: Packevics (47) 

Total rebounds: Packevics (71) 

Assists: Williams/Foster (16) 

Blocks: Packevics (12) 

Steals: Foster (10) 

Points: Packevics (79) 

PPG: Williams/Packevics (11.3) 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Graham earns coach 
of the year honors 

Baseball head coach Wayne 
Graham was named Division I 
baseball coach of the year by Cal 
Ripken Jr. and FieldTurf last Tues-
day at Major League Baseball's 
winter meetings in Nashville, Tenn. 
Graham led Rice to a 56-14 record 
during the 2006 season, the best 
in the nation, and the semifinals of 
the College World Series. 

This marks the fourth time 

Graham has won the award in 
his 16 years as Rice's coach. In 
2006 Graham was honored by 
the Collegiate Baseball Foun-
dation and in 1999 was named 
coach of the year by Baseball 
America. In 2003, the year the 
Owls captured the national title, 
Graham was the consensus 
coach of the year. 

Graham has also earned na-
tional coach of the year honors five 
time at the junior college level. 

— Casey Michel 

DEI AN TABAKOV/' IRESHER 

Sophomore guard Chris Hagan. who ran point before rupturing his patella tendon in the Owls' 61-55 loss to Rich-
mond Nov. 20. Since then, freshman Jasen Williams has taken over at point guard and is now tied for the team lead 
with a 16 assists and 11.3 points per game. 

—I 

t XLarge 2-Topping Pizza & 
four 20oz. Coca-Cola products 

S 18.99 
Valid only at Kirby location 
Delivery charges may apply 

(713)432-7272 
Expires 12/31/07 
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WOMEN 
From page 11 

made the score 59-34. Despite com-
ing within 14 with 1:21 left, the 
slow start, in addition to continued 
poor play on both sides of the floor, 
doomed Rice. 

Williams said he was especially 
disappointed with the team's defen-
sive play. 

"(That game] was probably one 
of our poorer defensive efforts," 
Williams said. "We had done a good 
job of defending the three prior to 
that game, we just . . . weren't con-
testing shots like we had been." 

Senior guard Kadie Riverin, se-
nior center Valeriya Berezhynska and 
Fulton contributed the bulk of the 
offense, scoring 48 points between 
them. No other Owl scored more 
than four points. Rice also gave up an 
astonishing 57 percent from behind 
the three-point line in the loss. 

Against Wake Forest (7-1), a 
team that had just recently upset 
lOth-ranked Texas A&M Univer-
sity, Rice traded leads eight times 
in the first half. Behind Fulton's 
16 first-half points, the Owls found 
themselves down only 31-28 at the 
break. Rice shot 41 percent from 
the floor, including 50 percent from 
behind the arc. 

However, their strong shooting 

ceased immediately as the sec-
ond half started. The Owls wilted 
underneath the Demon Deacons' 
defensive pressure in the second 
half, putting in a paltry 18 percent 
of their shots to finish the game. 
Rice failed to score a basket in the 
first 10 minutes of the half and 
were outscored 35-5 to begin the 
half. Rice's major strength, free-
throw shooting, also suffered in 
the half — the team missed its 
first seven free throws. 

Williams said the Owls could 
not counter Wake Forest's defen-
sive intensity. 

"If a team comes out and raises 
their level of intensity on the defen-
sive end ... you have to respond to 
that by maybe making your cut a lit-
tle bit harder, making your passes a 
little bit sharper, making your move 
a little bit stronger or quicker," he 
said. "We didn't do that and they just 
overwhelmed us with their aggres-
siveness on the defensive end." 

The Owls did receive some good 
news last weekend. Junior forward 
Emery Carter, who had been out 
since mid-season last year with a 
torn ACL, was finally reinstated in 
the lineup. Despite her early strug-
gles last weekend, Williams said he 
believes she will be able to help the 
team sooner rather than later. 

"We still saw her do some good 
things," he said. "It's like getting an-
other starter back. She'll give us a 
nice strong post rotation." 

u 

DEIAN TABAHOV/THRESHER 

Forward Morgan Mayse leads all Rice freshmen with per-game averages of 3.9 points 
per game and 20.4 minutes. The Owls face Rider on Dec. 20 at HBU's Sharp Gym. 

THIS H O.LI DAY SEASON 
a 

'could 
e this summer 

UNITED NATIONS WORLD FOOD PROGRA 
ASHOKA: INNOVATORS FOR THE PUBLIC 
ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL, TX MEDICAL CENTE 

OR OTHER CHALLENGING AND ENGAGING WORKPLACES! 

NOW OPEN TO ALL UNDERGRADUATES 
The Leadership Rice Summer Mentorship Experience 

'th ' : '• " t " ' " ' " T ; •!' • • • o 

Summer stipends range from $4,000-6,000 
for 9-week placements in HOUSTON, DC, and NYC. 

INFORMATIONAL STUDY BREAK 
Monday, December 10 4-5 PM 
Farnsworth Pavilion, RMC 

2008 APPLICATION DEADLINE - JANUARY 23 
Leadership RICE www.rice.edu/leadership 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
Nov. 29-Dec 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 67 ULM 80 
Dec. 1, 2007 
Iowa 

Rice 
ULM 

Carver-Hawkeye Arena, Iowa City, 

25 42 — 67 
44 36 — 80 

Rice (1-5) 
Foster 6-20,3-515, Britton 5-15,4-714, Williams 5-15, 
2-213, Packevicius 4-14,2-210, Saunders 92-4,f>89, 
Ghoram 0-3, 3-3 3, Braimoh 1-1,0-0 2. 
Totals: 23-74, 20-32 67 

ULM (4-4) 
Brown 6-12, 2-3 16, Payne 3-9, 6-6 15, Turner 
Hooper 5-15, 1-2 13, Turner 2-4, 9-10 12, Garrison 
0-0,1-2 1. 
Totals: 22-56, 27-33, 80. 

Three-point goals—Rice 1-15 (Williams 1-7); ULM 9-27 
(Payne 3-6, Brown 2-6, Brasher 2-7, Hooper 2-7). 

Rebounds — Rice 46 (Packevicius 12, Britton 9, Foster 
8, Saunders 5, Ghroam 4, Willis' is 3, Beasley 2, perka 
2; ULM 51 (Nweke 14, Turner 12, Brasher 5, Hooper 
4, Brown 3. Payne 3, Roberts 3, Hampton 1). 

Assists — Rice 10 (Williams 5, Foster 2, Britton 1, 
Beasley 1, Braimoh 1); ULM 13 (Brown 4, Robers 3, 
Payne 2, Brasher 2, Hooper 2). 

E ILLINOIS 49 RICE 55 
Nov. 29. 2007 — Carver-Hawkeye Arena, Iowa 
City, Iowa 

E Illinois 
Rice 

25 24 — 49 
27 28 — 55 

E I l l inois (1-5) 
Robinson 4-9.2-2 12,Catchings 4-8,0-0 9. Laser 1-3, 
5-5 8, Anthony 2-3, 2 4 6, Jolliff 3-7.0-0 6, Byrne 2-4, 
0-0 4, Martin 0-9. 3-4 4. Cisse 0-2. 1-2 1. 
Totals: 1648. 13-17 49. 

Rice (1-4) 
Williams 7-14, 2-2 20, Britton 5 7, 4-4 14. Foster 
3-10. 2-2 10, Pflieger 1-3,0-0 3, Packevicius 1-5,0-2 
2, Ghoram 1-2, 0-0 2. Perka 0-0, 2 2 2. 
Totals: 18-45, 12-17 55. 

Three-point goals — E Illinois 4-13 (Robinson 2-5, 
Laser 1-2. Catching 1-1); Rice 7-20 (Williams 4-8. 
Foster 2-8, Pflieger 13). 

Rebounds — E Illinois 29 (Cisse 9. Catchings 5, 
Anthony 3, Robinson 3, Willhite 2. Byrne 1. Laser 
1, Parrish 1); Rice 35 (Britton 8, Ghoram 5. Packev-
icius 5, Pflieger 4, Williams 4. Braimoh 2, Beasley 
2, Foster 1). 

Assists — E Illinois 9 (Anthony 3, Robinson 3, Martin 
2, Jolliff 1); Rice 10 (Foster 4, Beasley 2, Perka 1, 
Packevicius 1, Britton 1, Williams 1). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 46 WAKE FOREST 79 
Dec. 1. 2007— Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Rice 28 18 — 46 
Wake Forest 31 48 — 79 

Rice (5-5) 
Fulton 6-15,1-216. Berezhynska 3-12.3-4 9, Riverin 1-7, 
3-4 5, Hudon 1-3,2-3 4, Carter 12.0-2.2, Home 1-2,0-0 
3, Carmon 1-2, 0-2 3. Mayse 2-5. 0-2 4. 
Totals: 16 55. 9 19 46. 

Wake Forest (7-1) 
Tchangoue 5-9, 3-6 16, Groves 5-9, 3-6 13. Valentine 
4-5,35-11, Brown 3-6,0-0 8. Waters 3-3.2 2 8, Wilson 
2-3,2-36, Riddle 1-2,4 56, Roulhac 2 5.0-14, Colliers 
1-7, 2-2 4. Morris 1-3,1-2 3. 
Totals: 29-57, 17-26 79. 

Three-point goals — Rice 5-15 (Fulton (3-5): WF 4 12 
(Brown 2-4. Tchangoue 2-4). 

Rebounds — Rice 29 (Berezhynska 5, Carter 5); WF 
47 (Groves 7. Tchangoue 5. Valentine 5). 

Assists — Rice 6 (Watts 3); WF 18 (Roulhav 6). 

RICE 70 FURMAN 53 
Dec. 1, 2007— Winston-Salem. N.C. 

Rice 
Furman 

21 32 — 53 
40 30 — 70 

Rice (5-4) 
Berezhynska 615,3-3 15. Fulton S14.1-3 12,Rivenn 
4 8,2-3 11, Loggins 2-5,00 4. Watts 1-6.2-2 4, Carter 
13. 0-0 2, Home 13. 0-0 3. Mayse 0 0 2 2 2. 
Totals: 20 59. 9 12 53. 

Furman (3-4) 
Liebschwager& 10,0-015. Holtfreter4-9,1-111, Johnson 
2-8,6-810,Ptielps4 6.029.Troutman4 5,048,Stephens 
2-3, 0-0 6, Baker 2 2, 2 4 6. Opie 16. 3 4 5. 
Totals: 25 53. 12 23 70. 

Three-point goals — Rice 4-17 (Riverin 2-3); Furman 
8 14 l l iebschwager 3-6). 

Rebounds — Rice 41 (Berezhynska 8, Loggins 6); 
Furman 34 (Liebschwaager 5), 

Assists —Rice 12 (Berezhynska 3, Fulton 3. Home 
3); Fulton 18 (Phelps 8). 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
Those freshman signs are going back up (and the 
destruction of Austin shall be complete). 
Why so serious? 
Wtiy does Stephen hate Kwanzaa? 

http://www.rice.edu/leadership
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CALENDAR 
dec. 7- dec. 19 

FRIDAY 1 
Give that man a hug 

Stephen ' s be ing a big 
gr inchy-grinch. So if you 
see Stephen Whitfield, give 
him a big hug and tell him to 
chee r up. 

THIS IS THE BIG ONE 
Today is the last day of 
classes. Tha t means new 
s tudents (anyone who is 
in their first s emes te r of 
c lasses at Rice, including 
t rans fe r s — officially, "Fall 
2007 matriculants") can still 
drop a course until 5 p.m. 
today. After that, good luck 
with your peti t ions, etc. 
Jus t print out the form off 
ESTHER for special registra-
tions, pass / fa i l , and a d d / 
drop. No s ignature required 
but your own. 

Wiess Last Day of Classes 

In a continuation of their 
classic tradition of original 
naming, "Wiess Last Day of 
Classes" is today, on the Last 
Day of Classes. Actually, it 's 
their College Night. Obvi-
ously, tha t ' s 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 
at Willy's Pub in the KMC. 

Shepherd School Symphony 

The "Triple S," as I've affec-
tionately named them, will be 
hosting a free concert tonight 
at 8 p.m. in Stude Hall, which 
lies within the doors of Alice 
Pratt Brown Hall, a.k.a. the 
Shepherd School of Music. 
If anyone can explain to 
me the logic behind those 
double-names, it would be 
greatly appreciated. 

SATURDAY 

'Twas by 'twaswest 

Do you know who wrote 
'"Twas the Night Before 
Christmas"? 1 didn't either, 
but now it's on my (op 200 
list of reasons why being 
calendar editor kicks ass. 
Answer: Clement Clarke 
Moore. Jones Hall will host 
a "musical telling" of the 
classic Chr i s tmas poem, at 
10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. today. 
For more info, go to www. 
houstonsymphony.org. Tick-
ets start at around $20. 

It's a study day! 

Thanks to the generosi ty of 
our calendar, you get today 
and tomorrow off for study-
ing! So, now that you have 
no more homework until 
2008, get on that studying! 
Right now! It's officially a 
study day! I like exclamation 
points! 

Exothermic reactions of an 
unexpected nature 

Rice's own Spontaneous 
Combustion will per form 
in their Fall Finals Show 
tonight 9-10:30 p.m. in the 
Hanszen Commons . The 
pe r fo rmance of Chr i s tmas 
Carols has been posited, 
though not guaranteed , since 
it's improv. But they do 
guarantee "sick shor t for in 
improv comedy," which isn't 
very spontaneous , since they 
already know what they ' re 
going to do... The University 
of Texas ' own rival group, 
Gigglepants, will also be 
per forming. It's a double 
dose o f . . . a word for fun that 
s ta r t s with "d." I can't think 
of one, but you ' re probably 
bet ter with words than I. 

MONDAY 40 
Non dobbiamo andare alle 
lezlone oggl 

No classes today, or ever, 
for all of 2007. Monday and 
Tuesday are the last two 
"study days" for Fall 2007 
finals. The re are no finals 
today or tomorrow. 

If you think you're being Incon-
venienced 

The Civil and Environmental 
Engineer ing Dept. is host-
ing a talk by Dr. Elizabeth J. 
Wilson which sounds highly 
correla ted to global warm-
ing-type concerns . Titled 
"Deploying Carbon Capture 
and Storage: International 
Regulatory and Legal Con-
siderations," the seminar will 
focus on cur ren t internation-
al policies concern ing reduc-
tion of g reenhouse gases. It 
goes down in Mech Lab 251 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. today. 

TUESDAY 

Based on Jimmy Stewart's 
award-winning film, voted 
"Most Inspiring Movie of all 
time." 

It's It's a Wonderful Life in 
a musical adaptation, with a 
score by Sheldon Harnick, if 
that means anything to you 
(read: Fiddler on the Roof). 
Premier ing tonight at 8 p.m. 
at the Hobby Center, there 
are shows Tuesday-Sa tu rday 
at 8 p.m. with weekend mati-
nees at 2 p.m. and Sunday 
evening shows at 7:30 p.in 
through Dec. 23. 
Tickets start at around $30. 
For more info, go to 
www.tuts.com. 

Hannukah Shalom Bar Mitzvah 
Latka Challah Matzah Mazel 
Tov Yamaka Manichevitz 

These are a few of my favorite 
things. Tonight is the last night 
of Hannukah. 

WEDNESDAY 

Let's get it on 

The glory days are over. Let 
the exams begin. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: threshercalendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 
I like sunsets and long walks on 
the beach, romantic comedies 
and puppies. Just kidding. 
But seriously. I cry out of joy 
somet imes when people submit 
i tems to the calendar. In fact, 
it makes me so happy that I 'm 
going to let you in on a litt le 
secret: The calendar is about 
Rice students, so jus t about 
anything can qualify to go on 
here. Your birthday? Absolutely. 
Do you want to embarass your 
fr iends on their birthdays? Just 
send it in! What do you think 
print media was invented for? 
So join in the celebration of 
Rice-centric culture that is the 
calendar and become a piece 
of history. Or if you jus t want to 
talk, email sgm@rice.edu. 

FRIDAY 14 
Starlight, Starbrlght 

Rice's Starlight Movie 
Nights , a g rand tradit ion in 
t ry ing to get people to love 
us (and our jumbot ron) , is 
back! Th i s week: A Christ-
mas Story. It 's f r ee and ev-
e ry th ing , so if you ' re bored 
or really like th is movie, 
come watch it on a really, 
really big sc reen . Enter the 
s tadium at Gate 1, by 
Greenbr ia r and University. 
T h e magic r u n s 7 -9 p.m. 
For more info, go to 
www. rice, edu/neighbor. 

Very Merry Pops 
Who knows what that is 
supposed to mean, but it's a 
collection of holiday and yule-
tide songs from the Houston 
Symphony playing only this 
weekend in Jones Hall. Com-
ing to you from conductor Mi-
chael Krajewski, it premieres 
tonight at 8 p.m. You can also 
catch some yuletide action 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 2:30 and 8:30 p.m. 
Tickets start at $30. 
For more info, visit 
www. housto nsymphony.o rg. 

- WEDNESDAY mm 

_ . 
The horror is done. 

I think that 's self-explana-
tory. But explaining things 
that are self-explanatory is 
half of my job, so: finals are 
over. Now go home and en-
joy your break while you can. 
And look forward to it being 
longer in the fu ture when 
the Faculty Senate decides 
that we need more time off 
between semesters . 

i l l — 

m » / • : 

COMPENSATION 
$ 100,000 

This ad is being placed for a particular client 
and is not soliciting eggs for a donor bank or 
registry. We provide a unique program that 
only undertakes one match at a time and we 

do not maintain a donor database. 

Please visit 

www.elitedonors.com 
for full program details 

http://www.tuts.com
mailto:threshercalendar@rice.edu
mailto:sgm@rice.edu
http://www.elitedonors.com
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Spot the differences! tDfjot t(je t̂ resljer wants for Cfjrfetmas/ 
f o a n u R R a ( ) / R \ 5 £ ) a n 5 a a / f e 5 t i w 5 / t ' e t ? 

Are you as smart as a Jones School Professional MBA student? 
Take this easy, peasy intelligence test and f ind out! 

Has an undergraduate population of 6,200 

Offers a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Communications and Journalism, with over 40 
courses in the field. 

Has a student newspaper that is published three 
times a week and is managed by board of directors 
that includes alumni, students and faculty. 

m 

Has an undergraduate population of 2,800 

Has no journalism program nor anything resembling 
a communications program, and offers one class in 
writing for print media and one class on typefaces. 

Has a student newspaper that is published weekly 
and is managed exclusively by students. 

Stephen Whitfield, Editor In Chief 
Backpage: Stephen, what do you 
want for Kwanzaa? 
Stephen: Kwanzaa? Kwanzaa? Who 
the fuck celebrates Kwanzaa? I do 
not celebrate Kwanza. It is the most 
contrived holiday in the history of 
mankind. It is more contrived then 
President's Day, Flag Day, Easter. You 
cannot assume that all black people 
celebrate Kwanzaa. 

Casey Michel, Sports Editor 
Backpage: Casey, what do you want 
for Christmas? 
Casey: All I want for Christmas is my 
two front teeth, and for Stephen to 
stop beating me. And for Stephen to 
recognize and become proud of his 
personal heritage. 

Sarah Rutledge, 
Assistant News Editor 
Backpage: Sarah, what do 
you want for Christmas? 
Sarah: A boyfriend ... with 
a giant wang! 

Nlkki Metzgar, A&E Editor 
Backpage: Nikki, what do you want 
for Christmas? 
Nikki: Fingertips for my mittens. 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

EGG DONATION. Earn $5,000 to 
$30,000 helping couples. Based on your 
age, health, genetic makeup, education, 
aptitude, and other attributes. You can 
earn up to $30,000 by donating your 
eggs to help infertile couples' dreams 
come true. To learn how you can help, 
visit our website @ www.primgen.net or 
call 281-265-1403. 

MICHAELYNDON SALON in the Gal-
leria area is looking for an energetic, 
professional and polished individual to fill 
aFT client coordinator position. 1722 Post 
Oak BlvdHoustonTX77056. Call 713-963-
9121 and ask for Tasha or Jeremy. 

SOIJTHGATE FAMILY seeking Rice 
student to play sports and engage in other 
recreational activities with 5-yearold son 
one or two afternoons a week. Pease call 
Marcie at 713-515-7822. 

SEEKING FULL-TIME NANNY for 
sweet, tiny baby. This position may last 
from 6 months to ayear and a half, depend-
ing on your availability. $500.00 a week. 
Paid vacation included. 832-851-0500. 

WORK FLEXIBLE HOURS at a fun, 
rewardingjob! Private Montessori school 
in the museum district seeks part-time 
and full-time help. Children range in age 
from infant to upper elementary. Contact 
Tara at 713-5200738. 

1 I ..is! Dav Pun !s Often for trie Scrric ,sler t 

M[ 1/7] BCS Championship Bowl Garni 
@ PUB 8PM 

T [ l / 8 ] Coffeehouse Pub Night 
W [ l / 9 ] Villain Trivia 

TH[1/10] Moxie? Please1 

F[ 1/11 ] Phil's Phnday 4PM-7PM 
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MOTHER'S HELPER SOUGHT- Hous-
ton Heights family seeking outgoing, 
energetic young woman to care for 3 
children, 2-8 pm, M-F in exchange for 
private, independent HOUSING + STI-
PEND. Must drive (car provided). Manv 
more details: 832-496-8720. 

REAL ESTATE INTERN. Free training. 
Flex hours, Rice area office. Houston 
Area Realty 713-254-2624. 

PART TIME BABYSITTER needed in 
Rice Village area for after school care 
of two boys ages 6 and 11. Must have 
own transportation to pick up boys from 
school and take to sports practice. Can 
work 2 to 5 days per week, from 3:00 to 
6:00pm beginning in January. Call Kelly 
at 281 723-8554. 

WANTED-PART TIME A/V Media 
Technologist to work with sound equip-
ment for Sunday services and special 
occasions, approximately 10 hours 
per week. $10/hour. Contact: Palmer 
Church, 6221 Main St, Houston, 'IX 
713-529-6196. 

PART-TIME POSITION near campus. 
Excellent position for students con-
sidering law school. Search firm that 
places attorneys seeks detail-oriented 
self-starter with strong work ethic to join 
our Research Team and work 15+ hours 
per week (flexible hours). Research 
Team members become familiar with 
law schools, law firms, and practice areas; 
help maintain proprietary database: and 
handle research and other special proj-
ects. The work environment is relaxed 
(but professional), and casual attire is ok. 
Starting pay is $9.00/hr. Call 713-807-
8500 and ask for Amy (Sid '99) or email 
anelson@mslegalsearch.com. 

SEEKING STUDENT COMPANION 
for elderly parent with mild speech 
deficit but otherwise good mobility and 
mental ability. $12 per hour, located on 
campus. Own transportation is helpful, 
but not necessary. Seek help 24 hr during 
the daytime for several days per week. 
Position lasts until end of February 2008, 
except for week between Xmas and New 
Years Day. Call 713-348^025. 

EARN $22 PER HOUR tutoring! Varsity 
Tutors LLC is looking for bright Rice stu-
dents to tutor local high school students 
in calc, chem, & bio. Please send resume 
and AP/SAT/ACT scores to Houston® 
VarsityTutors.com. 832-748-1733. 

EGG DONORS Needed. Earn $5,000-
$10,000. Nation Wide Egg Donation 
is currently looking for egg donors in 
Houston. For more info please log onto 
http://www. nationwideeggdonation. com/ 
donors.htm or call (888)58843933. 

FEMALE STUDENT NEEDED to help 
attorney by picking son up from school 
(Second Baptist), getting son started on 
homework, and occasionally starting 
dinner. In exchange, room with private 
bathroom, board and gas money will 
be provided. Numerous references will 
also be provided. Student preferably 
a Christian, no drugs, alcohol etc. and 
must have permission of parents. Off 
on weekends. House is inside loop, close 
to Rice Campus. Please contact Scott at 
713-659-7617 or 713-828-2535. 

HUSBAND AND WIFE attorneys 
looking for a babysitter for nights and 
weekends. Experience with babies a plus. 
$l()perhour. I^ocated between downtown 
and the heights. 832-851-0500. 

WEST UNIVERSITY family looking for 
a babysitter with car. Required 20-30(or 
more) hours per week, and enjoys chil-
dren. Wage is negotiable-paid vacation. 
Good driving record and references 
required. Call Jaime at 281-841-0792. 

HOUSING 

1BEI )R()()M Available NOW. 4001 Gree-
ley near Montrose blvd. Biking distance 
to Rice. Hardwood floors, windowunit air, 
gas heat, on-site laundry. Small privately 
owned building with a small courtyard. 
$565 with lease and deposit. Andover 
713-524-3344. 

AI 'ARTMENT FC )R RENT with one bed-
room and one bath. Furnished. Bills paid. 
Montrose/museum district. Student 
move-in special. $350.00 deposit-$695.00 
per month. Call us at 713-942-7550. 

OTHER 

SPRING BREAK VAC A'lK )N. Bookyour 
spring break vacation to South Padre 
Island, Cancun, Puerto Vallarta, and 
Jamaica. Don't forget to purchase your 
VIP party and club packages! North Star 
Travel. Call Scott at 1-866-54 M958. 

EXAM SI AM DUNK- patent pending 
program that helps students kick it up 
a notch! Suitable for all subject and 
educational levels. This is NOT tutor-
ing! Some college students jumped an 
entire letter grade after working through 
EXAM SI AM DUNK EXAM SI AM 
Dl JNK has a special section for students 
being educated in English as a Second 
language. This proactive program only 
costs $24.95. Available for purchase and 
download at www.examslamdunk.com. 
Email: examslamdunk@sbcglobal. net. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
http://www.primgen.net
mailto:anelson@mslegalsearch.com
http://www
http://www.examslamdunk.com

