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MOB makes national headlines in wake of Hilsa outrage 
by Sarah Rutledge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Marching Owl Band has a 
longstanding tradition of mocking 
their opponents, but after Saturday's 
football game, the University ofTulsa 
feels the halftime show went too far, 
and filed a complaint to Conference 
USA Monday. The show, entitled 

"Todd Graham's Inferno," lambasted 
former head coach Todd Graham's 
decision to leave Rice last year for 
a head coaching position at Tulsa. 
Graham verbally agreed to a contract 
extension with Rice on Jan. 9, and 
the next day Graham signed a new 
contract with Tulsa Jan. 11. 

"At this point, all I'm going to say 
is we have filed a complaint with the 

conference office," Don Tomkalski, 
Tulsa's assistant athletics director 
of media relations, said. "We've put 
it behind us, and we're over with it 
now." 

Tomkalski declined to comment 
fur ther on the situation. 

T h e complaint made national 
news and has been covered by the 
Associated Press. 

T h e show, loosely s t ruc tured 
around Dante's Inferno, featured the 
band members searchingfor Graham 
in multiple levels of hell, including 
among the adulterers, the greedy and 
avaricious, the flatterers and traitors. 
Moving past Dante's original 9 levels 
of hell, the show followed Graham's 
descension to the 10th circle, Tulsa. 
The show announcer concluded the 

performance with a joke: "A priest, a 
nun and a rabbi walk into a bar. Now, 
I forgot how the rest of it went, but 
I think in the end Todd Graham is a 
douchebag." 

Director of Bands Chuck Th-
rockmor ton said the use of the 
word "douchebag" has resulted in 
complaints from both sides for family 

see MOB, page 6 
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In the wake of? ntroversial performance that mocked its current head football coach, Todd Graham (left), the University of Tulsa filed a formal complaint to Conference USA on Monday against the March-
ing Owl Band, le~ oy Director of Bands Chuck Throckmorton (right). The performance took place during halftime of the football team's 48-43 loss to the Golden Hurricane at Rice Stadium Saturday. 

Faculty Senate looks to extend winter 
break, debates mid-term spring recess 

By Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER El>TI OR1A1. STAFF 

After months of deliberation by the 
Faculty Senate, students and faculty 
may finally get their wish for a longer 
winter break. Unfortunately, for most 
juniors and seniors, this plan will not 
come into effect until the 2(X)9-'1() 
academic year. 

The Faculty Senate discussed the 
calendar Wednesday as efforts to 
revise the academic calendar came 
to their conclusion. They will vote to 
approve a final version at a meeting 
Jan. 23. 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biol-
ogy professor Evan Siemann, Reg-
istrar David Tenney (Sid '87) and 
Associate Dean of Architecture John 
Casbarian finalized two proposed 
calendars for 2009-'10 and future 
years. The proposals are identical 
except for the retention of the spring 
mid-term recess. 

For both proposed calendars, the 
fall semester will start on the fourth 
Monday of August, and the spring 

classes would start on the second 
Monday of January. There will be four 
study days followed by six exam days 
at the end of each semester, and the 
separate exam dates for degree and 
non-degree candidates in the spring 
will be eliminated. Commencement 
will be held on the second or third 
Saturday of May, depending on cir-
cumstances. 

Tenney said the changes to the 
calendar would not prevent students 
from being certified by the Registrar's 
Office before walking at commence-
ment, despite the gl owing number of 
students and less time than the current 
calendar to certify. 

"It's been a long-standing tradition 
at Rice that will continue,"Tenney said. 
"It is absolutely expected that we will 
certify all students before commence-
ment. No onewiilks across that stageon 
commencement day unless they have 
been certified to graduate." 

Under the calendar, grades for 
graduating seniors are due in before 
other students. Siemann said the mid-
term spring recess was at die forefront 

of the debate in the last Faculty Senate 
meeting. 

A poll on the Student Associa-
tion Web site showed 92 percent of 
students prefer to keep the mid-term 
spring recess. Siemann said he would 
like to hear more compelling academic 
reasons for keeping the break, since 
it creates complications for science 
laboratory courses and reduces the 
number of instructional days in the 
spring from 69 to 67. 

SA I n t e r n a l Vice P r e s i d e n t 
Matt Youn said he plans to crea te 
a new poll on the mid-term spring 
recess and dis t r ibute it dur ing the 
first week of c lasses in J anua ry so 
he can sha re the resul t s with the 
Faculty Senate be fo re they vote 
on it Jan. 23. 

French Studies professor Deborah 
Harter said the Faculty Senate was 
working on a compromise to keep the 
spring recess wherecourses that need 
the instructional days would have 
an opportunity to announce in the 
course catalogue that their courses 

see CALENDAR, page 7 

Police apprehend suspect 
in strong-arm robbery case 

by Dale Swartz 
THRESHER STAFF 

Police apprehended a suspect in 
the strong-arm robbery of Martel 
College sophomores David Downing 
and James Bookhout. Three remain 
at large. 

Downing and Bookhout were 
confronted on the Inner Ix>op in front 
of the Sallyport on Nov. 15. After 
knocking Downing unconscious, the 
thieves fled with several hundred 
dollars worth of personal property. 

Around 10:00 p.m. that night. 
D o w n i n g and B o o k h o u t w e r e 
re turning to the North Colleges 
from Autry Court. As they passed 
in front of Lovett Hall on the Inner 
Loop, a t ruck pulled in front of 
them. Four Hispanic males jumped 
out of t h e veh ic le and moved 
towards t hem. One approached 
Downing and muttered something 
inaudible. 

"Before David could even do 
anything, the guy punched him 
in the face and knocked him out," 
Bookhout said. 

With Downing lying uncon-
scious on the ground. Bookhout 
said the thieves, looking panicked, 
approached him to demand he 
hand over his belongings. He com-
plied, turning over his backpack, 
sweatshirt, wallet, and racquetball 
racquet. Luckily, Bookhout said, he 
managed to convince them that he 
did not have a cell phone. 

"One of the guys padded me 
down, but he missed my phone," 
Bookhout said. "Once they'd left. I 
knew I would need it to call the police. 
I was pretty freaked out at that point, 
but all I could think about was David. 
He was lying there passed out ... I 
just hoped he was OK." 

After taking Bookhout 's belong-
ings, the suspects fled in the truck. 
Immediately, Bookhout called the 
Rice Univers i ty Pol ice Depar t -
ment and flagged down a passing 
runner for help. He said RUPD 
arrived promptly, followed by Rice 
EMS. They attended to Downing, 
who had regained consciousness 
by that point, and took him to 

see ROBBERY, page 5 

INSIDE 

Celebrate World AIDS Day Now, what do you really think? 
Drop by the RMC Saturday between 11 

a.m. and 9 p.m. and you'll find numerous 
events hosted by ADVANCE, BSA, CAPP, 
CSS, HuMed, Q+A, RASA, RSVP, and SAS in 
commemoration of World AIDS Day. Events 
planned include free HIV/AIDS test ing 
between 12:30 and 3:30 p.m., "The Age of 
AIDS" docummentary 2 to 6 p.m., "Journey 
Through AIDS" performance from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. and a viewing of clips from AIDS-
related films from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Lunch and 
dinner will be provided. 

Fall 2007 course and instructor evalua-
tions are now available online via ESTHER, 
' l l iose with completed evaluations will be 
placed into a drawing for prizes, including two 
Wiis and a Special Halo Edition X-Box 360. 

Vamonos Posada! 
HACER's annual La Posada Carnival, 

featuring authentic food, dance and song 
will be today in the Grand Hall of the RMC 
at 7 p.m. 

OPINION 
Inevitable apathy 

P a g e 3 

A&E 
Beowulf shows butt 

Page 10 

SPORTS 
Welcome back, Graham 

Page 13 

Quote of the Week 
"The thing people are focusing on is a misun-
derstanding of what a 'your mom' joke is. We're 
not insulting Todd Graham's mother, it's actually 
insulting your mother." 
— Chuck Throckmorton, Director of Bands 

Scoreboard 
Women's Basketball 
Colorado 72, Rice 55 
Men's Basketball 
Arkansas-Little Rock 59. Rice 52 
Football 
Rice 43, Tulsa 48 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Partly Cloudy, 59-73 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly Cloudy, 65-79 degrees 
Sunday 
Isolated T-storms, 47-78 degrees 
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the Rice Thresher 
Calendar conclusion 

After months of worrying, Student Association polls and Thresher 
editorials, the Faculty Senate has narrowed down academic calendar 
proposals to two similar plans (see story, page 1). Given its long-term 
stability and sheer simplicity — making commencement a week 
later and winter break a week longer — we support the proposal 
wholeheartedly and encourage the Senate to vote for Plan A, which 
maintains the two-day spring recess, at its next meeting. 

There has been some faculty opposition to the spring recess 
because the resulting incomplete week does not give lab classes 
enough time to finish full experiments. One proposal to fix this 
problem is to allow these courses to simply hold classes over the 
break — something that could be announced in the course 
description so student would know in advance. While we worry 
about discrepancies between courses, some courses already have 
mandatory meetings over weekends. And if this compromise will 
save the spring recess for most students, then it certainly seems 
like a wise decision. We merely hope that this habit of required 
meetings during breaks becomes a rare move, used only when 
absolutely necessary. 

After all, students have expressed passionate support for spring 
recess in the SAonline forum. Fur thermore , eliminating this break 
would probably require expanding and moving the week-long spring 
break — a reorganization that would require too much effort to be 
completed before Rice's deadline for a new calendar plan. Therefore, 
any discussion of the spring recess should be held off. 

Over (he past year, we have proposed a calendar plan that would 
extend winter break by gaining days via eliminating the requirement 
that students ' graduation status be confirmed before commence-
ment ("Calendar conversation," Oct. 12). We made this proposal 
under the assumption that Rice's growing student body would make 
this requirement too great a burden on the Registrar's Office and 
would eventually be eliminated no matter what the calendar. Fur-
thermore, the proposal was intended as a stopgap measure until 
the typically static commencement date could be moved ("Longer 
winter break, that 's all we need," Nov. 9). We are very glad to see 
that the calendar could be jumped to this end goal without having 
to undergo any unnecessary changes, as long as the Registrar's 
Office can handle the growing student body in the shor ter amount 
of time allotted under the new calendar. 

On another note, we would like to remind readers that ideas 
expressed in editorials are intended to reflect the opinion of the 
Thresher editorial staff, not overall student opinion, as was implied 
in the academic calendar proposal. 

Nice job MOB 
Over the past week, the March ing Owl Band has made 

national news for their performance at the halftime of the foot-
ball team's game against the University of Tulsa last Saturday 
(See story, page 1). What did the MOB do that was so amazing? 
They did their job — entertaining Rice while acting as a thorn in 
the side the opposing team. We could not be prouder. 

Unfortunately, Tulsa does not feel the same way and has filed a 
complaint to Conference USA about the MOB's performance for 
calling their head coach, and former Rice head coach, Todd Graham 
a douchebag at the end of a Dante's Inferno themed show. 

This complaint is utterly ridiculous. Todd Graham is a big boy, 
not to mention a public figure, and he should be able to take a few 
dirty words. This perverted idea of sportsmanship as censorship has 
gone too far, and the MOB should be rewarded for its performance, 
not punished. After all, one of the great parts of sporting events 
is demonizing the opposing team — Yankees-Red Sox games are 
certainly a lot more fun than Nationals-Marlins games. 

We encourage the MOB to keep up the good work — stay funny, 
relevant and mean. After all, the Texas A&M message boards all 
currently filled with praises of the MOB, and when Rice and A&M 
agree, you know you have a winner. But, in exchange for these 
entertaining shows, Rice should make sure that the MOB does not 
face any financial trouble handling potentially imposed fines. A few 
thousand bucks is a small fee to pay for pride. 

Men's Resource Center 
Hanszen College has opened a Men's Resource Center. No, it 

is not a joke. At least we hope not. Rice guys need a place to seek 
help and offer support concerning the many oft-ignored trials and 
tribulations of the male life. During a time when third-wave feminism 
tells women that they can do anything, men still often have to deal 
with strictly confined social roles, which often include not seeking 
help when it is needed. We encourage the use of the new MRC and 
look forward to the day when it has a permanent location in the 
Rice Memorial Center. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

„.W)HV WOULD 
THBY UJAWT 

T o "DO 
THAT? 

HOW UiOULD 

THEY DO 7W*T.? 
So rue 
weu-MESs 
CEWTCR. WANTS 
to tfeDUce 

lJUflMA 
USA€»e 8V 
1H% AMD 
08£5<TY 
ey 3% 

OL' UMCLE LfCeKOM'S COCA 
LEfiF B A S f P SWAKf-OlL 
CUte-PiLL*. OtJLY 111.11/ 

THERE'S SoWETU'tffc 
NOT SUITE KK»HT AGOUT 

SHUT UP MP 
drink Y o u r coca me. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Cartoon poorly paints 
nature of Questions 
To the editor: 

I am writing in response to the car-
toon by Dan Derozier criticizing the 
Questions of the Ages, open discus-
sions sponsored by Cainpus Crusade 
for Christ (Cartoon, Nov. 16). 

Derozier's cartoon expressed a 
common misconception among Rice 
students concerning the Questions 
of the Ages discussions: Namely, 
that the discussions are simply 
a deceptive maneuver intent on 
"proselytism." As a facilitator for 
Questions of the Ages I can vouch 
that this is not the case. The open 
discussions promote the exchange 
of ideas which are shared and criti-
cally examined as a group. 'Hie Ques-
tions of the Ages program provides 
an environment where people are 
free to express their opinions and 
question each other's ideas. Each 
person should leave the discussion 
with a better understanding of why 
other people hold their beliefs and 
what those beliefs really are. 

Even Christians have widely 
differing viewpoints on the issues 
discussed and do not claim to have 
all the answers. If any Christian had 
the complete answer for the prob-
lem of evil then he or she would be 
the first in 2,000 years of Christian 
history. Everyone can benefit from 
explaining their own reasoning and 
listening to others' perspectives, so 
why don't you give it a chance? 

David Gorrell 
Brown sophomore 

Questions forum does 
not act as conversion 
To the editor: 

The comic in the Nov. 16 issue of 
the Thresherhas put me in the awk-
ward position of writing to defend 
the Questions of the Ages series put 
on by an organization with which 
I am at fundamental odds, both 
in terms of metaphysics — I am an 
atheist — and ethics — I find J udeo-
Christian morality degrading. 

The problem that I have with 
the opinion put forth in the comic-
is that it is a deep mischaracteriza-
tion of the purpose and nature of 
the series, one that seems more 
founded on some sort of assumption 
about what such a series could be 
like than on the actual dynamic of 
the series in practice. It is wrong 
to say that the series is a "setting 
to conceal proselytism." I have had 
the occasion to attend many of the 
meetings in the series and have 
yet to be asked to convert or to be 
threatened with fire and brimstone. 
In fact, I think it is fair to say that the 
skeptical amongst us get more than 
their fair share of speaking time. 

And discussions, although often 
dealing with points of emotional 
contention, have never veered off 
into preaching to the choir or dia-
tribe. I encourage all to attend and 
see for themselves before passing 
hasty judgments and passing over 
some good discussions. 

Arturo Munoz 
Hanszen sophomore 

RUPD criticism sells 
its mission short 
To the editor: 

I found Jackie Amnions' recent 
column criticizing the Rice Univer-
sity Police Department to be both 
untrue and disrespectful to RUPD's 
officers and the work they do ("Lack 
of parking reduces RUPD to meter 
maids," Nov. 16). 

First, RUPD's primary role is 
not to give students "an escort back 
from the gym late at night," like Am-
nions believes. While night escorts 
certainly help reduce campus crime, 
when these calls come up they are 
usually assigned to the night escort 
driver. Police officers prefer to be 
out responding to emergency calls 
and looking for those who may wish 
to commit crimes on campus. 

To that end, stopping someone 
for minor infractions is not a waste 
of resources. Many of RUPD's 
arrests for DWI or outstanding ar-
rest warrants start off with traffic 
stops for these so-called "trivial 
mistakes." On the other hand, if the 
driver of the vehicle is doing nothing 
wrong — like Amnions was — 
that person is usually let off with 
a verbal warning, which to me 
sounds exactly like the "reward" 
Amnions wants RUPD to give for 
good behavior. 

Finally, it is worth noting that 
Amnions has a naive view of campus 
safety. Unfortunately, the hedges 
are not a magical wall that keeps 
criminals out — Rice is just as 
susceptible to crime as other areas 
of Houston are. The reason our 
crime rates are so low is completely 
thanks to RUPD. Their diligence 
and dedication — including stop-
ping people for minor offenses on 
the off chance that they may also 
be committing a more serious crime 
— helps to keep all members of the 
Rice community safe. 

Ian Feldman 
Sid Richardson junior 

Will Rice students 
only support college 
To the editor: 

I am completely disgusted by 
certain students representing Will 
Rice College at the Tulane-Rice tail-

gate and football game on Nov. 17. 
Their maroon college t-shirts were 
completely inappropriate and did 
not inspire any Rice spirit for the 
team or the fans. To reinforce the 
idea that they had no Rice spirit, 
they separated themselves from 
the student section by five rows and 
talked to each other during the entire 
game instead of cheering for our 
team. It also did not help that they 
abandoned the team immediately 
after they heard that they won the 
tailgating prize. 

Sammyjust wrote the most inspir-
ing column about '^e'ting involved at 
Rice and they responded by stealing 
$1,000 from true Rice fans ("Rice 
spirit needs community audience, 
says Sammy," Nov. 16). We as Rice 
students should not have to be 
bribed into coming to Rice events, 
and that is exactly how they treated 
this event. The reason that we lost 
that game is not a problem with the 
football team — it is because "fans" 
like those from Will Rice did not 
come to support the team. 

Will Rice, if you had any decency 
you would return the money to the 
Athletics Department and apologize 
for treating our Rice Owls like the 
Will Rice Phoenixes. 

Bill Kazmierski 
Baker Junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Let ters to the edi tor 
should be sent to the'Uiresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice. edu. 
letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• I-etters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
Hie Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for space, 
content and length. 
• T h e Thresher a l so 
reserves the right to place 
letters on our Web site. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advert isements. 
Adver t i sements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. I'lease con-
tact our advertising man-
ager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-uds@rire.edu for 
more information. 

mailto:thresher-uds@rire.edu


THE RICE THRESHER OPINION FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30,2007 

Guest column 

Apathetic attitude unavoidable at Rice 
Think of one word to describe ev-
ery undergraduate on this campus. 
Finished? Already? 

My first choice was "Loves-
FreeChipotle," but you 
probably thought of some-
thing equally creative like 
"ugly," "drunk," "smart" or 
something with fewer than 
two syllables. But I bet that 
if you tallied all the words 
Rice students might use to 
describe themselves, the 
A-word would be at the top 
of the list. Kyle 

Apathetic. Barnhart 
It rolls off the tongue. 

The word "apathy" is Rice's 
colloquial hacky-sack, kicked around 
between students to describe the 
underwhelming amount of geneial 
concern for the big issues. You prob-
ably have an involved suitemate who 
is constantly bemoaning the fact that 
"no one on this campus cares" while 
plastering your door and littering the 
ground with awareness fliers promot-
ing some tasty endangered animal 
or global warming or whatever it is 
people care about right now. Apathy 
is about as synonymous with Rice 
culture as going to Willy's Pub on 
Thursday nights and re-hashing the 
"good old days when Malcolm Gillis 
was President" even though you were 
not actually around for that. 

But why does Rice gt t the bad rap 
when it comes to involvement? For 
one, unrealistic expectations play a 
pretty big role. Rice has 3,(XX) students 
all buried up to their sternocleidomas-
toid in papers and problem sets. Do you 
honestly think we have the time to be 
the next militant liberal revolutionar-

the time to demonstrate and demonize 
and denounce, you would still have to 
consider that our population puts us 
at a comparative disadvantage. Large 

state universities — which 
actually get press when 
their students throw anti-
war protests or burn paper 
money in support of the 
gold standard—havehuge, 
diverse pools of feeble-
minded hippies, Paultards, 
vegetarians, young Republi-
cans and gun fanatics ready 
to raise a ruckus. We have 
about three of each here 
at Rice. It takes more than 
just brains to get a campus 

involved: It takes momentum. 
Rice's size disadvantage aside, we 

live in an age that legitimizes being lazy 
by using something called the Inter-
net. Sites such as MoveOn.org have 
petitions to end the War in Iraq, on-
line message boards are aflame with 
armchair experts and chickenhawks 
ready to argue their contrived beliefs, 
and I think you can even burn effigies 
of Dick Cheney online. But how can 
you make a difference when you are 
just another anonymous face in the 
blogosphere? Here is the sad fact: Rice 
activism and involvement begins and 
ends with the "Join Group" link next to 
your favorite cause on Facebook and it 
changes nothing. How many students 
are in some sort of Stop Ashby High 
Rise group? More than the entire 
population of metro Houston? With 
all apologies to those who associate 
Facebook group size with overall 
support, that is ridiculous. 

Personally, I would be willing 
to deal with an inbox full of hate 

ies? And even if students were to find mail in exchange for high-rise 

apartments, millions of dollars and 
the knowledge that my family was 
financially set for life. And I think 
you would, too. But that is not the 
point. The Internet should be an 
avenue to organize a real display 
of protest and concern, not a place 
where lazy nerds spend their free 
time starting arguments. And hav-
ing a link on your MySpace profile 
to some worthwhile cause is not the 
same as promoting that cause on 
the streets of downtown Houston. 
I do not believe Rice students are 
necessarily apathetic when it comes 
to the big issues. We are smart and 
generally informed and we all care to 
some degree. Rice apathy is nothing 
more than the reality of our time 
and place — a small school with 
busy students. 

And that is not all bad, either. Rice's 
size and connectivity guarantee that 
the right kind of promotion can get 
the entire campus involved, with the 
North-South energy competition serv-
ing as a great example. Awareness was 
raised, an impact was made, and all it 
required was that students get in the 
habit of turning off lights when they 
leave a room. Want to apply that same 
formula to recycling awareness? See 
which colleges can build the biggest 
beer can pyramid. Rice students like to 
be creative, too. Once clubs and orga-
nizations start branching out from the 
"free pizza and obscure guest speaker" 
mentality, attendance will pick up. 

With a little luck, Rice students 
might lose the "apathetic" moniker 
and replace it with the other A-word. 
Activists. 

Kyle Barnhart is a Will Rice 
College junior. 

From the man upstairs 

Candidates campaign against attention spans 
W h e n itcomestopolitics, Americans 
seem to have a general opinion: We do 
not know and we do not care. 

Actually, that is not an opinion, 
that is a fact. Voter turnout 
in presidential elections 
routinely hovers around 50 
percent, and on the state 
and local levels it is far 
worse. I mean, how many 
Texans among us can name 
a single thing Rick Perry 
has done in his seven years 
as governor? Or how often 
our state legislature meets? 
Or anything even remotely 
relevant about their city 
governments? 

I>et's face it: We're no) exactly avid 
followers of the political scene. 

I know, I know. This column 
sounds like it is going to be one of 
those rants bemoaning American 
apathy that I am sure so many of you 
are tired of reading right now, but that 
is not the case. Despite overwhelming 
evidence to the contrary, I believe that 
Americans care a lot about politics. 
In fact, I believe we care too much. 
And to support this claim of mine, I 
need look no further than the 2008 
presidential election. 

I am as big of an American political 
junkie as there is, and already I have 
had my fill of election news. With 
five weeks remaining before the 
Iowa caucuses, the Democrats and 
Republicans have held a combined 27 
debates. Almost all of these debates 
have been televised on a major cable 
or broadcast news network. For the 
better part of a year now, it has been 
commonplace to hear talking heads 
obsess over that latest two-point surge 
in the polls and the most insignificant 
statements from the candidates. Did 
you hear what John Edwards had to 
say about Hillary Clinton's dress? 
Well, if you didn't it will probably be on 
Anderson Cooper360later tonight— 
or the 0 'Reilly Factor if that floats your 
boat. It seems that everywhere I turn, 
someone is holding a panel discussion 
on whether or not Arthur Branch. . . 

Stephen 
Whitfield 

er, Fred Thompson's trophy wife will 
hurt him in the general election. This 
is pure madness. 

One could look at the insane 
amount of media cover-
age and say that it is 
just a byproduct of the 
t imes we live in, with 
24-hour news dominating 
the landscape. But the 
media only responds to 
public interest. If people 
did not care about the up-
coming election so much, 
networks like CNN would 
not bother covering it. 
And really, what are they 
covering? At this point, 

the election is nothing more than a 
dog-and-pony show. No politician in 
his or her right mind is going to say 
anything of relevance a year before 
the election. When I see a debate with 
eight people on stage each trying to 
describe policy in 30 seconds, I can-
not possibly take it seriously. 

Eager to have a greater say in 
the nominating process, states are 
moving their primary elections ear-
lier and earlier — 36 states will hold 
primaries or caucuses before the 
end of February, essentially locking 
up the nominations before Spring 
Break. Candidates are now forced 
to enter the race much earlier than 
before. Hillary Clinton all but entered 
the race on Jan. 20, a solid two years 
before the next president's inaugural. 
Her husband, Bill Clinton, didn't an-
nounce his candidacy for the 1992 
election until Oct. 3, 1991. 

The front-runners have already 
raised staggeringamountsofmoney. 
When the fourth quarter reports 
come out in January, Clinton and 
Barack Obama will probably have 
raised a combined $200 million be-
tween them. Compare that to just 20 
years ago, when all 18 candidates for 
the Democratic nomination raised a 
whopping $ 149 million combined — 
adjust for inflation and that would be 
just over $250 million by that same 
point. Just think what that kind of 

money could do to help solve some 
of the problems in our country. 

I am not saying that it is wrong for 
Americans to take any kind of active 
interest in politics, of course not. I am 
just worried that we are failing to see 
the larger picture here. With so much 
going on in the world right now, it is 
very worrisome for America's political 
leaders to be devoting so much time 
and energy to an election this early. 
Sooner or later, we will be in a state of 
perpetual elections where candidates 
declare themselves for the presidency 
almost as soon as the old president gets 
sworn in. It would be a travesty, but 1 
guess I could look on the bright side. 
If so many people care about choosing 
our leader this much, perhaps others 
will stop calling us apathetic, right? 

Stephen Whitfield is a Sid Richardson 
College senior and editor in chief. 

Grits and gesundheit 

Svelt, silent Santa a sign 
of politically-correct times 
The lifestyle police are at it 
again. 

No longer content with man-
dating the choices and thoughts 
of their peers, society's 
self-proclaimed saviors 
have expanded their fo-
cus. This holiday season 
the political-correctness 
crowd has a new target: 
Santa Claus. 

Apparently, Santa 
Claus is setting a poor 
example for the millions 
of children world-wide 
who so love and admire 
him. While I would have 
expected the use of 
non-unionized elf labor to be the 
first complaint levied against the 
jolly icon, the Daily Mail last week 
broke the news: Santa must deal 
with his weight problem. 

Throughout the United King-
dom, malls and shopping centers 
are demanding that Santa watch 
his diet and maintain a more 
svelte figure. This movement 
is in r e sponse to a recently 
released medical repor t that 
predicted more than 50 per-
cent of the United Kingdom's 
population would be obese by 
the year 2050. While this is an 
unfortunate statistic, mandating 
Santa's pant size is a far cry from 
a practical response. 

Caroline 
May 

When jolly old Saint 

Nick is deemed a bad 

influence on children 

something has gone 

terribly wrong. 

Simply put, children idolize 
Santa not because they want to be 
him, but because he gives them 
toys. Enterprisingchildren hoping 
to emulate Santa would sooner 
don a red suit, give gifts and get 
a pet deer before attempting to 
gain a hundred pounds. But Fiona 
Campbell-Reilly, a spokeswoman 
for the Bluewater Shopping 
Centre in Greenhithe, Kent, re-
mains oblivious, instead offering 
confused children this nugget of 
"wise" consolation: "He will still 
be the same lovable jolly man, but 
will be fitter and healthier." 

This development speaks to 
a larger problem, namely the 
belief that the citizenry is irre-
sponsible and must be shielded 
from anything that could poten-

tially be deemed harmful. Such 
a nanny-state mentality asser ts 
and propagates the insidious 
myth that people cannot think 

for themselves . The 
d a n g e r s of obes i ty 
are well known and it 
is the responsibility of 
the individual to look 
out for his or her own 
well-being. It is absurd 
to believe that Santa 
Claus's weight would 
have any effect, either 
positive or negative, on 
anyone's health. 

While the Brits are 
f o r c i n g San ta on to 

treadmills, the Australians are 
giving Santa sensitivity lessons. 
In the post-Imus era, it seems the 
"ho" hysteria has made its way 
to the Southern hemisphere . 
The Sunday Mail reported that 
Santas employed and training 
with Australia's largest Santa 
supplier, Westaff Operations, 
were ordered not to use the 
traditional Santa laugh because 
"we were told it [ho] was a de-
rogatory term for females and 
can upset people." 

Instead of his normal, jovial 
chuckle, Santas were moved to 
woo admirers with a lackluster, 
but enunciated, "Ha, Ha, Ha." 

Thankfully some Australians 
have maintained their sanity. 
Dr. Jackie Cook, senior lecturer 
of communications at the Uni-
versity of South Australia, said 
that any banning of "ho, ho, ho" 
would be nonsense: "Can v e 
use a garden hoe anymore? Do 
we have to remove that? ... Ho, 
ho, ho from Santa is going to be 
everywhere. It's going to be in 
books, on Christmas cards and 
kids are going to come across it 
sooner or later." 

Westaf f ' s decision, thank-
fully, elicited a great deal of 
international criticism. Public 
opposition has since encouraged 
Westaff to reverse its mandate 
and once again allow Santas to 
use their traditional greeting of 
"ho, ho, ho." 

Western nations pride them-
selves on their tolerance and 
freedom. Such restrictions on 
the thoughts, appearances and 
attitudes of the members of soci-
ety and, of all people, Santa, are 
a dreadful harbinger of things 
to come. When jolly old Saint 
Nick is deemed a bad influence 
on children something has gone 
terribly wrong. 

Caroline May is a Will Rice 
College junior. 
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Job market for grads stays consistent 
by Diana Lee 

THRESHER STAFF 

Togetajob or not to get a job. That 
seems to be the eternal question for 
graduating seniors. And the answers 
seem split down the middle. The Ca-
reer Services Center hosts two career 
fairs at O'Connor House each year to 
facilitate students'job searches. 

The2007Post Graduate Survey re-
ported that 52 percent ofrespondents 
planned to start working immedi-
ately upon graduation, comparable to 
2006's 51 percent. In 2007,39 percent 
of respondents were planning on at-
tending graduate school in fall 2008, 
a decrease from 41 percent for re-
spondents in the 2006 Post Graduate 
Study. The remaining percentages for 
2007were distributed across students 
planning to travel, volunteer or focus 
on fellowships after graduation or 
were undecided. Last year, 79 percent 
of the graduating class had definite 

plans by the time of graduation, such 
as attending graduate or professional 
schools or having accepted job offers. 
Although some students do decide to 
work immediately after graduation, 
there is a trend for the majority of 
Rice students to go back to obtain 
advanced degrees in the future. 

Students without definite plans 
can attend any one of the two career 
fairs hosted by Career Services. 
Career Services Center Assistant 
Director Heidi Glantzberg said 
88 companies are recruiting on cam-
pus this year, which is comparable to 
89 companies last year. 

The Rice Career Expo, which 
takes place in September, is primarily 
focused on full-time jobs. The Rice 
Collegiate Job Fair and Summer 
Opportunities Fair, scheduled for 
Jan. 29, is composed of two segments. 
The first half, called the Rice Collegiate 
Job Fair, is for permanent positions, 
while the evening session is geared 

towards summer opportunities that 
are available to non-seniors. 

The companies that come on cam-
pus are typically large corporations, 
such as ExxonMobil, Microsoft and 
Schlumberger. 

Studentslookingtogointo publish-
ing, journalism or human resources 
may not be able to find those types 
of companies at Rice because they 
typically lack the resources needed 
for on-campus recruiting, Glantzberg 
said. However, since every company 
has a sales, marketing or human 
resources aspect, Glantzberg said 
companies tend to hire approximately 
equal numbers of science & engineer-
ing and liberal arts students. 

Glantzberg said she encouraged 
employers to take a holistic approach 
when evaluating applicants. 

"Career Services tells employers 
not to focus on the Rice major but to 
look at the skills sets that are neces-
sary for the job," Glantzberg said. 

POST-GRADUATION INTENTIONS OF 2006 AND 2007 SENIORS 

Attend graduate 
program 

Enter the 
work force 

Other* 
8% 

9% 

"Those responding other include students planning to travel, volunteer or focus on fellowships after 
graduation, and those who were still undecided. 
** Data from the 2006 and 2007 Post Graduate Survey show plans of graduating seniors for the 
upcoming year. • 2007 • 2006 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Construction 
springs leak in gas 
tine near Duncan 

A gas leak occurred near the 
sites for Duncan and McMurtry 
Colleges Tuesday, Nov. 20. While 
Linbeck subcontractors were 
working, a clump of dirt fell on an 
old gas pipe and bent it, stripping 
the threads and causing a gas leak. 
The construction team called Rice 
University Police Department, 
Houston Fire Department and the 
Department of Health and Envi-
ronmental Safety. Environmental 
Safety monitored the air around the 
leak and shut off the air intake at 
Duncan Hall until the line was shut 
off two hours later at 2:15 p.m. 

Facilities, Engineering and 

Planning External Project Man-
ager Ed Bailey said the gas pipe 
served Lovett Hall in the past and 
is around 50 years old. Bailey said 
the construction team has been 
working around the pipe, which 
was left underground even though 
Lovett Hall had stopped using gas. 
He said the steel covering of the 
pipe caused it to split apart rather 
thanbreakentirely. Since no source 
of ignition was present the gas dis-
persed quickly without putting the 
area in danger of explosions. 

Bailey said Martel College 
Coordinator Maria Byrne and 
Associate Dean of Engineering 
Bart Sinclair have been added to 
the emergency contact list and 
that people in the buildings close 
to the work site will be advised 
immediately of potentially danger-
ous situations. 

— Sarah Rutledge 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
T i e following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
tor the period of Nov. 15-28. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College Nov. 16 
Brown College Nov. 16 
Wiess College Nov. 20 
Sid Richardson College Nov. 2 1 

Academic Buildings 
Ryon Lab Nov. 15 
Herzstein Hall Nov. 16 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall Nov. 2 1 

Burglary of a habitation 
Theft 
Theft 
Theft 

Theft 
Theft 
Criminal trespass 

Other Buildings 
Willy's Pub 

Parking Lots 
West Stadium Lot 

Nov. 2 1 Consumption of alcohol by a minor 

Nov. 17 Theft 

Other Locations 
Founder's Court Nov. 15 
CRC Construction site Nov. 16 
Greenbriar & Rice Blvd. Nov. 17 
Entrance #3 Nov. 17 
Off Campus Nov. 18 
Entrance # 1 Nov. 2 1 
Entrance it5 Nov. 2 1 
Entrance # 1 Nov. 24 
Entrance # 1 Nov. 25 
Off Campus Nov. 28 

Robbery 
Disorderly conduct 
Driving while intoxicated 
Driving under the influence 
Theft 
Possession of marijuana 
Driving while intoxicated 
Criminal mischief 
Burglary of a motor vehicle 
Theft 
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Rondelet dance to return in spring 
by Margeux Clemmons 

THRESHER STAFF 

After a year without Rondelet, Rice 
Program Council decided Tuesday to 
bring back the dance. The traditional 
spring formal, Rondelet has usually 
been held after Beer-Bike since 1947. 
RPC cancelled it last year to concen-
trate on Esperanza after they noticed 
a decrease in attendance in both its 
formal dances in past years. 

But because of Esperanza's recent 
success, RPC President MaggyTaylor 
said she thought holding Rondelet 
was feasible. 

"We feel like the Rice community 
now embraces formals more than they 
did a fewyearsago," Taylor, a Will Rice 
College junior, said. "So we want to 
embrace that and have formals every 
semester like we used to." 

Taylor asked council members 
to collect opinions about hosting 
Rondelet at their residential colleges. 
RPC representatives found out that 
most students would be interested 

in attending Rondelet only if it were 
off-campus, RPC Formals co-Chair 
Michelle Kerkstra said. 

'That's the one [party] 
that makes people put 
clothes on instead of 
taking them off.' 

Natalia Salies 
Lovett College sophomore 

Taylor said RPC discussed hosting 
Rondelet last year, but did not have 
enough time to organize the event 
by the time they made the decision. 
RPC approached Esperanza this 
year with the hopes that its success 
and their overall budget would allow 
them to host Rondelet in the spring, 
Taylor said. 

The budget is pending, but the 

maximum expense for the venue will 
be around $4,000and the total amount 
spent on the dance will likely be ap-
proximately $7,000, Kerkstra said. 

Plans for Rondelet are also still 
underway, but Kerkstra, a Will Rice 
sophomore, said possible locations 
include the Angelika Film Center, the 
Hard Rock Cafe and Magic Island, 
an entertainment venue with magic 
shows located on Greenbriar Drive. 

Kerkstra also mentioned that at-
tendance goals for the semi-formal 
dance will be less ambitious due 
tu the cheaper venue and smaller 
budget: RPC hopes to have at least 
300 attendees. 

Lovett College sophomore Natalia 
Salies, who attended Esperanza this 
year, said she will consider purchasing 
a Rondelet ticket. 

"I think people at Rice just enjoy 
dressing up," Salies said, comparing 
her experience at Esperanza to a more 
formal on-campuspar ty. "That's the one 
[party] that makes people put clothes 
on instead of taking them off." 

ESPERANZA 

900 

2002 

2006 

RONDELET 

RPC DANCE 
ATTENDANCE 

Esperanza Rondelet 

1,000 2000 No data 

1,000 2001 700 

900 2002 500 

700 2003 485 

700 2004 300 

400 2005 312 

580 2006 100 

550 2007 Not held 

Brown College opens new fitness center 
by Jocelyn Wright 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The half-mile walk to Autry Court 
is over for Brown College students, 
who celebrated the opening of their 
own fitness center on Tuesday. 

The Brown Fitness Center has a 
cross trainer, bike machine, rowing 
machines, and Smith machine, along 
with free weights, Pilates and yoga 
mats and a flat-screen television. 
The equipment and television are all 
Energy Star Certified, meaning they 
use little energy when they are off or 
in stand-by mode. 

Brown sophomore April Iind said 
the f itness center is only open to Brown 
students and resident associates. 

"It's a Brown College improve-
ment, and we don't want things stolen 
because we've invested a lot of time 

and money into it," Lind, a member of 
the Permanent Improvements Com-
mittee, said. 

Lind said those wishing to use 
the facilities must sign a form out-
lining guidelines for conduct in the 
fitness room. 

The facility cost approximately 
$11,00(3, and has been a project in the 
works for several years, lind said 

"It's something we've been toying 
with for two and a half to three years," 
Brown President Robert Plummer, a 
senior, said. "I pretty much came in 
with the mindset that tire money is 
there, so let's use it It's nice to see the 
money students are paying being put 
to good use, and there's no better use 
than something students want" 

Brown spent $4,000 from its per-
manent improvements budget on the 
fitness center, and another $4,000came 

from matching funds from Housing 
and Dining. The remaining cost was 
covered by the H&D Ambiance Fund, 
money set aside for the improvement of 
the general appearance and ambiance 
of each residential college. 

"It's something that has been in the 
works for a number of years but for 
some reason has never gotten off the 
ground [with anything] more than a 
12-inch TVin there and some weights," 
lind said. "We're the farthest from Au-
try but very active in sports, so we have 
a huge student population that would 
love to have a place to work out" 

Brown sophomore Andrew Dav-
enport said he appreciated the fitness 
center's convenient location. 

"Now I don't have an excuse not to 
work out," Davenport said. "I have a 
friend who's been asking to work out 
and now I can't say if s too far away." 

ROBBERY 
From page 1 

Memorial Hermann-TMC for ob-
servation, where he was released 
without significant injury. 

"The first thing I remember after 
being punched is waking up in the 
grass, with James repeating some 
strange number over and over," 
Downing said. 

That number turned out to be 
the license plate number for the 
truck the suspects were driving 
This information led RUPD to the 
registered owner of the vehicle at a 
house 12 miles away. By 1:00 a.m., 
three hours after the attack, RUPD 
had one of the suspects in custody. 
They also impounded the truck used 
in commission of the robbery, a blue 
Ford F-250 pickup truck. 

Police Chief Bill Taylor said a 
sweatshirt belonging to Bookhout 
was recovered in the truck in addi-
tion to other items that could have 
been stolen in other incidents. 

The suspects charged about 
$300 to Bookhout's credit cards at 
several service stations and fast-
food restaurants before they were 
canceled. Bookhout estimates 
several hundred dollars worth of 
losses, including books and other 
belongings. 

Manolo Gonzalez, one of the 
suspects, was arrested and booked 
at the RUPD station. loiter that night, 
Downing and Bookhout positively 
identified him as one of the four who 
robbed them. After being processed 
at the Harris County Jail, Gonzalez 
posted $10,000 in bail Nov. 17 and 
is currently free, awaiting a pre-trial 
hearing Dec. 14. 

The Harris County District At-
torney's office is charging Gonzalez 
on one count of robbery with bodily 
injury, which carries a sentence of 
five years to life in prison. 

The other three suspects remain 
at large. 

"[Gonzalez] didn't really cooper-
ate with us," Taylor said. "He gave 
us names, but they were either first 
names or nicknames, basically John 
Does. He clearly knows who they are 
but won't give them up." 

The other suspects are described 
as being 20 to 25 years of age with 
military-style haircuts, wearing dark 

hoodies. Two are believed to be 5'6" 
to 5'8" and one 6'3". 

At least one other strong-arm 
robbery has been reported in the 
area around Rice recently. A man 
jogging on Rice Blvd. by die Outer 
Loop N ov. 8 was severely beaten and 
kicked by several suspects. Before 
another runner chased them off, 
the suspects took the man's iPod 
and wallet. RUPD is investigating 
possible connections between the 
two incidents. 

Strong-arm robberies refer to 
offenses like muggings where no 
weapon is used, but strong-arm 
tactics — the use of personal weap-
ons such as hands, arms, feet, fists, 
teeth, etc. — are employed or their 
use is threatened to deprive the 
victim of possessions. 

"Right now there's some specula-
tion that this is gang-related, but we 
can't say that at this point," Taylor 
said. "[Gonzalez] doesn't appear to 
be in a gang, but of course we don't 
know about the others." 

The last on-campus armed rob-
bery occurred about four years ago. 
There were several incidents on the 
perimeter of campus—at Entrance 4 
and Brown College lot — in which 
people were robbed under the threat 
of violence, though no one was at-
tacked in those cases. 

Jones College junior Mike Me-
hlman said he finds the incidents 
disconcerting. 

"I live off-campus nearby and 
bike to and from school, so safety 
around here at night is important 
to me," Mehlman said. "Ultimately, 
though, this was an isolated inci-
dent, so I'm not planning on chang-
ing my habits." ' 

Downing said the incident has 
changed his perspective of campus 
safety. 

"I get kind of scared whenever 
I go out at night, still shaken up 
from it," Downing said. "We're not 
as safe on campus as we thought 
we were." 

Bookhout said the incident has 
led him to be more cautious when 
walking on campus at night, though 
he acknowledged the event as a freak 
occurrence. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• SA President Laura Kelley announced the University Parking Committee 
will meet Wednesday, Dec. 13. Kelley, a Brown College senior, announced 
the SA will have an online poll this month regarding parking issues. 

• SA External Vice President Sarah Baker announced the President's Study 
Break will be held before finals start on Sunday, Dec. 9 from 6 -10 p.m. 
The theme for this year's study break is "Treasure Island." 

• SA Internal Vice President Matt Youn announced the formation of the 
South Colleges Renovation Committee. The committee members are 
Baker College junior Ariela Schachter, Lovett College sophomore Erin 
Fin, Will Rice College sophomore Kyle Clark, Hanszen College junior Ted 
Wieber and Jones College junior Chris Warrington. The committee will 
meet at the beginning of next semester. 

• Director of Technology JD Leonard announced that in addition to a 
parking poll, environmental issues will also be featured in this month's 
online poll. 

The SA will meet next Monday at 10 p.m. in the Farnsworth Pavillion. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Brown College senior Evan Davies sits on an elliptical machine decked out In attire to complement the the col-
lege's cabinet theme Tuesday, "Let's Get Physical," In celebration of the opening of the Brown Fitness Center. 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 
The Faculty Senate met Wednesday. The following were discussed: 

• Vice President for Enrollment Chris Mufioz said he is compiling 
information on athletes admission rates for the next Faculty Sen-
ate meeting in January. 

• Associate Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness John Corn-
well said he will present the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools report at the Faculty Senate meeting in January. 

• Ecology and Evolutionary Biology professor Evan Siemann pre-
sented two plans for future academic calendars, featuring a longer 
winter break and a later commencement. 
Siemann said the Academic Calendar Committee is still trying to 
figure out whether or not to have spring mid-term recess. 

• Director of Sustainability Richard Johnson explained the President's Cli-
mate Commitment and the Greening of Rice to the Faculty Senate. 

The next Faculty Senate meeting will be 12 p.m. Wednesday. Jan. 23 
in the Founder's Room in Lovett Hall. 
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Wellness Center announces 
short-term goals in report 

by Margeux Clemmons 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Wellness Center recently 
published its goals to improve a 
diverse range of health issues on 
campus by 2010 in its annual report, 
and future assessment is just what 
the doctor ordered to affect student 
wellness. 

At first glance, the goals for 
changes from 2006 to 2010 seem 
sporadic: a 24 percent decrease in 
reports of students using marijuana, 
a 23 percent increase in condom 
use by sexually active students, a 3 
percent decrease in the amount of 
students identified as obese and 
other more qualitative initiatives 
such as increasing awareness about 
eating disorders, depression and 
spirituality needs. 

However, the objectives were in-
spired by the Healthy Campus 2010, 
a document created by the American 
College Health Association. Based 
on a similar document designed by 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Healthy Campus 
establishes a set of baseline targets 
for universities to reach in regard 
to physical, mental and emotional 
health, Wellness Center Director 
Emily Page said. 

"Some of them are very ambi-
tious, but when it comes to student 
health and well being, I think it's good 
to have ambitious goals as long as we 
are being strategic," Page said. 

She said assessment is important 
for the center's future programming. 
The Wellness Center, which operates 
independently from other campus 
resources such as the Counseling 
Center and Health Services, plans 
to take part in a national study for 
the first time. 

In 2006, the Wellness Center's 
Student Alcohol and Drug Survey 
polled over 1,200 undergraduate 
students and revealed that 20-year-
olds accounted for the majority 
of the 10 percent of students who 
classified themselves as "heavy 
drinkers." Students who classified 
as heavy drinkers also reported a 
higher rate of prescription drug 
abuse and, on average, had a lower 
cumulative GPA. 

The Wellness Center used the 
data to improve its programs educat-
ing students about high-risk drink-
ing, and in the 2006-'07 academic 
year, it trained 153 students with the 
C H O ICES About Alcohol prevention 
program. 

Currently, most programs are 
designed for perceived needs, but 
the Wellness Center hopes to utilize 
more research-based assessments, 
such as its alcohol survey, as well 
as more qualitative assessments 
and focus groups to allow increased 
student input about the health issues 
to address on campus, Page said. 

Some of the Wellness Cen-
ter's programs include the new 
Noontime Nirvana, a led medita-
tion practice in the chapel ev-
ery Wednesday at 12:30 p.m.; 
Backrub 101,aprofessionally-taught 
session for people who want to learn 
to give massages that will be held 
Dec. 1 from 5:30-6:30p.m. and Dec. 10 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Wellness Center; 
and Condom Olympics, which will 
provide information about various 
contraceptive methods. 

Will Rice College junior Colleen 
Mallea, a member of the Wellness 
Center sponsored Peer Health Orga-
nization, said she would like to see 
more involvement from the center 
in student-run health groups and 
more creative methods of publicizing 
wellness events. 

"Sometimes the new [ideas] are 
dismissed. Past programs that have 
proved successful have an advan-
tage," Mallea said. 

Page said she thinks Rice stu-
dents are healthy overall, due to read-
ily available resources and student 
groups, but she said the Wellness 
Center will continue to assess and 
identify goals to increase student 
resiliency and wellness. 

WELLNESS CENTER 
2010 GOALS 

The following are the Wellness 
Center's goals for the Rice 
student body by 2010: 

• 11% decrease in students 
who exceed the warnings for 
low-risk alcohol consump-
tion. 

• 24% decrease in reports of 
marijuana use. 

• 10% decrease in cigarette 
smoking 

• 30% increase in attempts 
to quit smoking cigarettes. 

• 2% decrease in the use of 
smokeless tobacco. 

BCM 
Btokc C.oi b e of S k k m 

Do you have asthma? 
Baylor College of Medicine is currently recruiting volunteers for an 
astfima study. If you are between 18-60 years of age. with mid 
asthma and are not currently on oral or inhaied steroids, you may be 
eligible to participate m this study. Y c h j wil be compensated for your 
time and travel 

For more information contact: 
Baylor College of Medicine 
Phone-713 8220257 
E-mail asthma@bcm.edu 

MOB 
From page 1 

appropriateness at the game. 
"If s a mild vulgarity," he said." 

We'relookingforwhatwe'regoing 
to say about Graham that has some 
sort of emotional edge to it but isn't 
too dirty for the kids." 

The word "douchebag" often 
appears on television shows with 
a TV-14 rating, such as "Saturday 
Night Live." 

' When you do 
satire, some 
people are going 
to get offended 
because they don 't 
understand or it 
hits too close to 
home.' 

Jake Neu 
MOB script coordinator 

Throckmorton approves each 
script before the show can be 
performed, and he said he will 
reevaluate these shows at the end 
of the season to determine what 
the viewers deem appropriate so 
he can take these concerns into 
account for future shows. 

Throckmorton said additional 
complaints stemmed from a mis-
understanding of a joke in the 
beginning of the show. The script 
reads: "We started our search 
in the second circle of Hell. We 
didn't find Todd Graham among 
the adulterers, but your mom 
suggested we go lower." 

Throckmorton said Tulsa fans 
took this as an attack on Graham. 

"The thing people are focus-
ing on is a misunderstanding of 
what a 'your mom' joke is," he 
said. "We're not insulting Todd 
Graham's mother, it's actually 
insulting your mother." 

Jake Neu, the script coordina-
tor for the MOB, said Graham 
is a topical issue for Tulsa and 
they take him seriously, whereas 
the shows seek to poke fun at 
these issues. 

"When you do satire, some 
people are going to get offended 
because they don't understand 
or it hits too close to home," 
he said. 

Neu, a Martel College senior, 
said he knew this week's show 
was important for students who 
felt betrayed after Graham left 
Rice for Tulsa. 

"All the Rice fans were looking 
forward to us doing something 
about Todd Graham," Neu said. 
"[Originally] we didn't know 
how to approach it, but Dante's 
Inferno had just the right amount 
of satire and just having fun with 
the show." 

During the show, Neu said he 
did not notice excessive booing 
from Tulsa during the show or 
any animosity during the second 
half of the game. 

The MOB started performing 
satirical shows in 1970, and while 
shows are frequently negatively 
received by some audience mem-
bers, a game between Rice and 
Texas A&M remains the most 
extreme case, Throckmorton 
said. The band came onto the 
field in various hats and rubber 
boots, mocking the corps' strict 
military uniform, and made a fire 
hydrant formation on the field, 
playing "Where, Oh Where Has 
My Little Dog Gone?" in refer-
ence to A&M's collic mascot, 
Reveille. 

After that halftime perfor-
mance, A&M fans assaulted 
two band members, tore Rice 
flags from stadium poles and 
surrounded the band. The MOB 
had to be escorted by police to 

'Ml 

a tunnel and wait for the Aggie 
fans to exit the stadium before 
they could leave. 

Throckmorton said the intent 
of the shows is to entertain the 
crowd without hurting feelings, 
which happened at the Rice-
University of Houston game in 
2001 when the MOB's showmade 
fun of the university's quality of 
education as being sub-par. 

"I've taken a little bit of direc-
tion from that show, and that's 
why we generally try to use, like 
I thought we were doing with this 
show, a couple of misdirection 
segments," he said. "Then, in the 
end, it's about them." 

Throckmorton said this show 
differed from the usual perfor-
mance in that it focused on one 
subject, Graham. MOB perfor-
mances do not typically devote 
the whole show to one subject, 
and instead provide misdirec-
tion in a couple of segments by 
making fun of Rice, politics or 
the news. Throckmorton said 
this show, however, was tem-
pered by not having all punch 
lines directed at Graham — the 
show included jabs at recently-
depar t edTexas A&M roach 
Dennis Franchione. 

"If you can imagine what just 
the random Rice student standing 
at the game could've made up to 
say, it would have been much 
edgier than what the band said, 
as an understatement," Throck-
morton said. 'The general feel of 
tilings is that [Tulsa is] shocked 
that a band would make fun of 
somebody. I'm surprised anyone 
can be surprised." 

He said it remains to be seen 
what this complaint will mean for 
the band. Rice has been in C-USA 
for three years and this is the first 
complaint the band has received 

The sense I've 
gotten is that 
[students] view this 
as one of the more 
entertaining shows 
the MOB has done 
recently.' 

Robin Forman 
Dean of Undergraduates 

in the conference. 
Throckmorton said he has 

received three e-mails so far, one 
of which is from a Tulsa student. 
He said he normally receives 
complaints every couple of shows, 
and he expects to receive more 
letters in the mail or through 
the President's Office or Athletic 
Director Chris Del Conte. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said Tulsa's Athletic Di-
rector Bubba Cunningham called 
Del Conte to express his displea-
sure with the show's content, but 
no one from Tulsa has contacted 
him about the performance. The 
response from Rice, however, has 
been positive, he said. 

'The sense I've gotten is that 
they view this as one of the more 
entertaining shows the MOB has 
done recently," Forman said. 

Martel College junior Matt 
Feaga said the show was edgier 
and more cohesive than the MOB 
shows he sees at most games 
without being overly offensive. If 
the MOB functions to represent 
students' opinions, he said they 
did the issue justice. 

"Maybe I'm biased, but I 
thought it didn't really cross any 
lines except for maybe when 
they called him a douchebag at 
the end," Feaga said. "I think 
[Tulsa] is being overly sensitive 
about it." 

LOVE IT OR HATE IT 
People's reactions toward the 
Marching Owl Band's Rice-Tulsa 
half-time show have been wide 
and varied. 

InsMeTMsaSports message 
board: 

The entire show was uncalled 
for and I was shocked to see it 
occur. You can be sure that TU 
will not take this sitting down. 
Completely uncalled for and so 
bush league. 
I am a sticks and stones kind of 
guy, but this was beyond that and 
was an attack of a level that I 
NEVER expect from a University. 
As soon as I say that, I get a 
phone call from a colleague and 
TU alum and he stated, "What 
else do you expect from the one 
of the MOST liberal Universities 
in the country?" 
— TulsaGoldenBoy 

Dante's infemo is entertain-
ing????????? 
Get a life NERD!!!!!!!!! 
— dave944 

Rice Parliament message board 

I haven't seen the opposing fans 
boo the MOB since the Aggies 
used to do it back in the SWC 
days. 
— Owl-88 

The MOB halftime show was a 
true classic! 
I, for one, hope that Tulsa fans 
whine and complain incessantly, 
especially to the NCAA or any oth-
er appropriate authorities. Then 
the show will get the publicity it 
deserves. No better way to keep 
it alive than to have mindless 
wits praddle on and on about it in 
the media, especially those call-
ing for an official "investigation" 
or "sanction." 
The amount of reaction it has 
drawn is a testament to its value. 
— ColOwl 

Texags.com Texas A&M mes-
sage board 

The MOB pisses everyone off 
at one time or another, and 
apart from the '73 incident and 
the whistle thing, I was at the 
'88 game where the girl in the 
mascot suit thought it'd be funny 
to run through the FTAB ranks 
and mess up the routine. So we 
retaliated by having a yell practice 
during the MOB show. Still ticks 
me off today that I didn't get to 
enjoy the show, but they got what 
they deserved. 
All negatives aside, I DO miss 
seeing the MOB in action. 
— Sabreman 

Hornfans.com UT message 
board 

After reading about Todd Gra-
ham's sleazy contract rene-
gotiation, the MOB should be 
congratulated for calling him a 
douchebag, because he is one. 
That's a funny incident, though. 
Some places don't take too 
kindly to being needled. 
— accuratehorn 

Houston Chronicle online 
(chron.com) 

The MOB did the same thin^with 
the Coogs this year when they 
portrayed Shasta getting beat up 
by an inflatible duck. 
It was tasteless and out offline. 
With the emphasis on sporcs-
manship this year, something 
should be done about the losers 
in the band. 
If they want to be actors, go join 
the acting club. Plav you music, 
wallow in your teams total inabil-
ity to play football and shut up! 
— BringDaFunk 

mailto:asthma@bcm.edu


CALENDAR 
From page 1 
may require attendance during the 
mini-break. 

Youn said he felt this was a decent 
compromise because the break was 
critical for students' mental health. 

"It's a weekend that's essential to 
helping students regroup in prepara-
tion for the final stretch of the school 
year," Youn said. "It's a time where 
students are very close to burning 
out, and the weekend is key to helping 
them remain sane." 

Also up for debate is the starting 
date of the spring semester. The 
calendar may be revised to start 
on the first Monday of January in 
cases where the second Monday 
was significantly late, Siemann 
said. The Senate was also inter-
ested in how the number of contact 
hours—time spent in the classroom 
per credits given for a course — at 
Rice compared to those at other 
institutions. 

Included with the calendar is also 
a proposal to reduce the shopping 
period for courses from four weeks 
to two weeks to add courses and 10 
weeks to four weeks to drop classes. 
Har ter requested that the reduction of 
the shopping period be made separate 
from the discussion of the academic 
calendar so that an appropriate body, 
such as the Undergraduate Cur-
riculum Committee, could examine 
it carefully. 

Tenney said there were many 
reasons for shortening the shopping 
period. 

"For many faculty they are unable 
to determine who's really going to be 

in their class until the fifth week,"Ten-
ney said. "I've been told son-e faculty 
save their best lectures for after the 
fourth week because there's so much 
movement in the first four weeks." 

While Youn a c k n o w l e d g e d 
the logistical problems with the 
l eng thy s h o p p i n g per iod , he 
said a long shopping period was 
important for students, especially 
those in seminars that meet once 
a week. 

"I'm also concerned about having 
a drop deadline that would be after 
four weeks because in most classes 
you have no idea how hard it's go-
ing to be until the sixth or seventh 

week when you have a big test or 
something," Youn said. 

Despite the current debate, this 
should be the last major change to 
the calendar for several years. This is 
because the calendar was completely 
matrix-driven, meaning that it keeps 
dates from being assigned arbitrarily 
from year to year and makes it possible 
to plan for academic calendars 10 to 
20 years in the future. 

'Today, the way it works is we have 
a calendar for two years, and then it 
changes and changes again," Tenney 
said. "I like the fact that the calendar 
that we have proposed actually sets a 
formula for future years." 

SA A C A D E M I C C A L E N D A R P O L L 
Legend 

Yes / Last week of c lasses* No / Final exam period* Not applicable* 

NOTE: Responses marked with an asterisk (*) apply to question four only. Due to rounding, not all total 

percentages equal 100 percent. 

67% 

58% 

3a 
96% 

3b 
92% 

48% 

29% 

33% 90% 

41% 55% 

50% 

74% 

10% 

45% 

50% 

26% 

5a 

5b 

5c 

22% 

At left is a graph representing responses given by students for a Student As-
sociation poll on the academic calendar. 619 undergraduates responded to at 
least one question in this poll, which ran from Nov. 5 to Nov. 9. 

Questions 
1. Do you support the current Rice policy that graduating seniors have had their 
degrees guaranteed and their honor status determined before graduation day? 

2. Do you believe that the final exam schedule should be modified to prevent pos-
sible grade discrepancies? 

3a. In order to have a common final exam period for all students, would you be will-
ing to come back earlier from Winter Break? 

3b. In order to have a common final exam period for all students, would you be will-
ing to give up Spring Recess? 

4. In previous semesters, which has been more stressful for you: the last week of 
classes or the final exam period? 

5a. Do you agree with current policy that students should not have to take more 
than two final exams in two days? 

5b. Would you be willing to take more than two final exams in two days in order to 
have a longer Winter Break? 

5c. Would you be willing to take more than two final exams in two days in order to 
retain Spring Recess? 

6. Would you be willing to arrive at Rice one week earlier in the Fall if it meant having 
a longer Winter Break? 
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HOUSTON, TX 
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PRESENTED BY 

MEN'S COLLEGE 
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TEXAS VS SICE 
DECEMBER 8, S 0 0 7 

7 : 0 0 P M 

TOYOTA 
CENTER 

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 
YATES vs POST ARTHUR MEMORIAL 

DUNCANVILLE vs MADISON 

Watch four premiere Texas high school basketball programs face off at 
Toyota Center beginning at 1pm on Saturday, December 8. 

YOUR TICKET FOR THE UT VS RICE GAME WILL GET YOU IN FREE! 

TICKETS OH SALE HOW!!! 
Tickets available at TOYOTACENTERTIX.COM by phone at 1 8 6 6 . 4 H 0 U T I X 

at Toyota Center Box Office and select Houston area Randall's locations. 
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Jones named Texas Professor of the Year 
by Hajera Blagg 

FOR THE THRESHER 

As a mathematics professor at Rice 
for 46-years, Frank Jones (Wiess *58) 
has taught and inspired thousands of 
students. So it is no surprise that the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching honored Jones with 
the prestigious Texas Professor of the 
Year Award last week. 

The Carnegie Foundation annu-
ally bestows the award to a professor 
from each state who, according to the 
program's Web site, "excels in teach-
ing and positively influences the lives 
and careers of students." Jones was 
chosen from over 300 nominees in 
the United States from every field of 
study at a wide range of universities 
across the nation. 

Sid Richardson College junior 
Preston Smith said Jones was one 
of the most approachable teachers 
at Rice. 

"Whenever I had questions about 
homework or anything, I just had to 
knock on his door and come in," Smith, 
a former student of Jones' who took his 
Honors Calculus IV class last semester, 
said. "The only time he couldn't help 
me was when he was busy helping 
someone else." 

Smith also said Jones reaches out 
to students even in non-academic 
matters. 

"Last semester, I played tennis with 
him, and he was the one who asked me 
to play," Smith said. 

Math DeparUnent Chair Michael 
Wolf said he was everyone's favorite 
professor. 

"When I once emailed (Jones'] for-
mer students for recommendations for 
a different award, I received responses 
within minutes," Wolf said. "And these 
were students from every decade that 
he taught." 

Wolf also said Jones was enthu-
siastic in helping everybody learn, 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Mathematics professor and alumni Frank Jones received the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching's Texas Professor of the Year. 

Boniuk Center changes 
co-sponsorship policy 

byAlexDinur 
THRESHER STAFF 

whether they be undergraduates or 
high school students or people in the 
community who simply want to know 
more about math. 

During the summer, Jones works 
with undergraduates in a scholarship 
program helping them solve new 
problems in math. 

"He learns along with them," Wolf 
said. "I also know that he has been 
helping a community businessman, 
who is an amateur mathematician, 
prove a difficult theorem." 

Jones said he was thrilled and 

humbled to receive the award, but 
that the most rewarding experience 
is teaching students. 

"I love the students, and I love the 
subject," said Jones. "It amazes me 
every year to see my students achieve 
and progress so much within a single 
semester. That is why I teach." 

Outside of the classroom, Jones 
is an involved both with his church 
and his family. Jones calls himself 
an enthusiastic student of the Bible, 
and he teaches a Bible course at a 
local church. 

The Boniuk Center for the Study 
and Advancement of Religious Tol-
erance has changed its guidelines 
on providing sponsorship to groups 
that are hosting a speaker or holding 
an event. If a group asks the Boniuk 
Center to co-sponsor a speaker, the 
center will only do so if the speaker 
is invited by at least two groups 
representing at least two different 
constituencies. 

Carol Quillen, Director of the 
Boniuk Center, said the first draft of 
the revision began to be used in mid-
October, but the guidelines are still in 
the process of being revised. 

Quillen said she originally hoped 
the neutrality of the Boniuk Center 
would be enough to make an event 
available to a broad audience. 

"What we found was that we 
weren't having that effect," Quillen 
said. "People were attending events 
that they expected to agree with. We 
felt that that wasn't the best way to 
accomplish our mission." 

Quillen said the new policy is an 
improvement for two reasons. First, 
the center gets so many requests for 
co-sponsorships that the center does 
not have enough funds to sponsor all 
of them. Secondly, it encourages dif-
ferent groups that do not usually work 
together to do so. 

Quillen said she hoped this new 
policy would facilitate discussion in a 
secular environment. 

"As a secular university, we are a 
neutral player in terms of religious 
tradition so we can create a place 
where people who strongly disagree 
can come together and explore their 

disagreements," she said. 
Since the center was founded in 

2004, it has co-sponsored various 
events. Quillen said the center gets a 
lot of requests for co-sponsorship and 
to provide administrative support and 
money for an event that is handled 
primarily by other organizations. 

Quillen said the center co-sponsors 
speakers to create a context in which 
people who disagree can confront their 
disagreement safely and respectfully. 

The change has not yet inoculated 
the center against controversy. A talk 
given by Joseph Massad, associate 
professor of Modern Arab Politics 
and Intellectual History at Columbia 
University, on Nov. 1, which was ar-
ranged before the change, attracted 
critique from the local Jewish com-
munity. The talk, which was part of 
the "Arab World: History, Politics and 
Culture Lecture Series," included 
the controversial issue of relations 
between Arabsand Jews in Israel and 
in the Middle East. 

Michael Duke, a reporter for the 
Jewish Herald-Voice, reported that Mas-
sad agreed with sentiments comparing 
Jews to Nazis. When an audience 
member asked about Palestinian ter-
rorism during the question-;ind-answer 
session, Duke wrote that Massad 
responded by justifying attacks on the 
Jewish community. 

However, Quillen said she thought 
the question-and-answer session was 
a legitimate exchange and that the 
speech had been misquoted. 

The Boniuk Center was founded 
in 2004 when Milton Boniuk, whose 
father lost his family in the Holocaust, 
gave Rice a $5 million endowment to 
create a center for religious tolerance 
and peace. 

MAKE UP FOR A LACK OF IMAGINATION. 
WITH GOOD TASTE. 

i L \. 

h 

ACTUALS THE G i n M k S COUNT 

The Chipotle gift card. 
Load them up from 
SI0 to $250. 
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K I R B Y & N O T T I N G H A M 
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CLASSES RECCOMENDED TO YOU BY THRESHER 
STAFF FOR THE SPRING SEMESTER 2008 

CLASSES THE THRESHER STAFF THINKS RICE 
SHOULD BE OFFERING, BUT DOESN'T 

if 

ENGL 321 
SHAKESPEARE 

Meredith Skura 
11-11:50 MWF 

CRN: 21485 

We read a variety of Shakespeare's plays, both well-known and ob-
scure. Dr. Skura's lectures were comprehensive and the class discussion 
was extremely inviting and stimulating. The highlight of the course was 
the final: performing a scene(s) from one of Shakespeare's plays and 
explaining choices for costume, staging, and character development. 
This was a great course for beginners as well as those well-versed in 
Shakespeare's works. — Amanda Melchor, Opinion Editor 

HUMA 251 
PRINCIPLES OF 
TYPOGRAPHY & DESIGN 

Jen Cooper 
11-12:15 MW 

CRN: 20941 

This class is a gem of design at Rice; it offers something for students 
with all levels of design experience, whether you've been designing 
yearbooks and newspapers for years or you're looking to break into 
this exciting field. The workload is extremely manageable, too, so don't 
worry about this class taking up too much extra time in your schedule. 

— Sean McBeath, Design Editor 

ARTS 205 
PHOTOGRAPHY I 

Paul Hester 
1-4 TR 

CRN: 22315 

There is nothing greater than the thrill of developing your photos in the 
dark room in the chemical baths and watching them appear on the 
photo paper. It's fun to play with them until they turn out the way you 
want them to look. And of course, arts classes are really soothing and 
stress-relieving. — Lily Chun, News Editor 

Prof. TBD 
9:25-10:40 TR 

CRN: 22753 

p u l l o n e 

INTRO TO THEORIES / 
PRACTICES OF SCIENCE 
& TECHNOLOGY STUDIES 
At a university full of aspiring scientists and engineers, it is extremely 
important that students experience a direct study of science from 
an external and internal perspective. It may be scary to face a 
harsh analysis of the concept of scientific objectivism, but it is 
absolutely necessary for the sake of ensuring proper understand of 
what science is. — Evan Mintz, Executive Editor 

Emily Gordon 
2:30-5:30 R 
CRN: 22509 

ENGL 305 
CREATIVE WRITING: 
PERSONAL ESSAY 
Or, Creative Non-Fiction. They say to "write what you know" and 
students learn how to put the events in their lives into thought-
provoking context. Students also get to read personal essays by 
"real writers," which are not only short, but you probably won't read 
them in any other class. Plus you get to learn the secrets of all your 
classmates. — Nikki Metzgar, A&E Editor 

Baruch Brody 
2:30-3:50 TR 
CRN: 21584 

PHIL 311 
PHILOSOPHY OF 
RELIGION 
I haven't taken this class yet, but everyone I talk to says it's one of the 
best at Rice. I'll be taking it next semester, so if you take it you'll have 
the double reward of getting to hang out with me, Dan. 

— Dan Derozier, Cartoonist 

HUMA 318 
HITCHCOCK 
This course would ideally screen several of Hitchcock's films including Rear 
Window, North by Northwest, Vertigo, and The Birds. The course would dis-
cuss recurring themes in the films as well as their impact on American culture 
and philsophical thought. — Amanda Melchor, Opinion Editor 

LPAP 126 
ADVANCED SOCCER 
With the enormous soccer-playing population at Rice, why are there 
only two soccer LPAPs a semester? And both are supposedly for "be-
ginners," when a large portion of the players in the class are for beyond 
that level. Come on, LPAP department; it's time to come to your senses 
and recognize an "Advanced Soccer" level course. 

— Sean McBeath, Design Editor 

THEA 400 
FASHION DESIGN 
I know they offered a class on "draping" — what fashion designers do — a 
couple years back, but it's not being offered anymore. They should straight 
up offer a fashion design class. How cool would that be? And seriously, Rice 
needs this class. Have you seen the way people dress around here? (Just 
kidding ... not really.) — Lily Chun, News Editor 

BIOS 338 
DINOSAURS! 
Learn about dinosaurs. Obsess over the Mesozoic like you did back in fifth 
grade. Take field trips to the museum and South Dakota. What else is there 
to say ... Dinosaurs! — Evan Mintz, Executive Editor 

ENGL 322 
WOODY ALLEN 
Three things will come once in your life: sex, death and this class. This course 
would focus on Allen films like Annie Hall, Manhattan and Hanna and Her Sis-
ters, analyzing the works within a cultural and historical context. There would 
also be studies of his filming technique and some of his written works. 

— Evan Mintz, Executive Editor 

COMM 400 
COCKTAIL PARTY CONVERSATION 
Or, How To Look Intelligent While Holding A Glass of Alcohol. I need a 
comprehensive guide to classical music, important cinematic moments, 
political theory, and art history so that I can show up to parties and impress 
people with not only my acerbic wit but my extensive knowledge about, 
well, everything. — Nikki Metzgar, A&E Editor 

POLI 397 / ARTV 397 
POLITICAL CARTOONING, 
PAST & PRESENT 
This course would cover political cartooning in America, tracing the 
development of the medium as both an art form and political expres-
sion through the revolutionary period to the present day. Cartoonists 
covered would include Thomas Nast, Bill Mauldin, Herbert Block, and 
Garry Trudeau, as well as modern-day artists such as Ruben Boiling 
and Tom Tomorrow. In addition, students would be asked to produce 
political cartoons of their own on both past and current issues. 

— Dan Derozier, Cartoonist 
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SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
November 30. 

A R T 

James Turrell 
Skyspace 

People tell you to never stare 

directly into the sun, but 

people do dangerous things 

for love. Every Friday the 

Quaker Meeting House opens 

its roof so that guests can 

experience the sunset in a 

non-religious setting, although 

the experience may be rather 

spiritual. Doors open 

20 minutes before sunset and 

the roof remains open until the 

sky is completely dark. Exact 

t imes are online. 

Live Oaks Friends Meeting 

House 

1318 West 26th St. 

www.friendshouston.org 

Yale Street Arts 
Market 

This Heights market is where 

Houstonian and Texan art ists 

display and sell original 

works while local musicians 

entertain all day. This small 

art fair only happens on the 

first Saturday of every month, 

from 1 1 am-6pm. 

Wind Water Gallery 

548 West 19th St. 

www.yalestreetmarket.com 

TALK 

A Conversation 
With Dame Julie 

Andrews 

The hill-less cityscape is 

alive with the voice of Julie 

Andrews. As part of the 

Brilliant Lectures Series the 

legendary star will speak and 

answer questions Monday 

at 7 pm. Tickets and student 

discounts are available online. 

Hobby Center 

800 Bagby St. 

www.briltianttectures.com 

Nudity does not save predictable Beowulf 
by Ingrid Norbergs 
FOR THE THRESHER 

When Beowulf previews first 
popped up, the obvious certainty 
was that Hollywood had really run 
out of ideas. The same Beowulf that 
students skimmed in 11th grade 
does not really seem like movie 
material. 

As it goes, hero kills monster. 
Hero kills monster's mom—a rather 
progressive, if misogynistic, idea. 
They live happily ever after—except 
the monsters. The original version, 
however, does not include a nude, 
evil, dripping wet temptress fitting 
Angelina Jolie's description. 

'Beowulf' 

• 1 / 2 of five 

now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

In the film, the aging king 
Hrothgar (The Silence of the 
Lambs s Anthony Hopkins) leads 
a riotous, booze-filled life that is 
shattered by the arrival of Mon-
ster Number One, also known as 
Grendel. Suspect priest Unferth 
(Being John Malkovich's John 
Malkovich) asks King Hrothgar if 
they should pray to Jesus Christ, 
"the new Roman god," to deliver 
them from the monster and the 
king replies, "The gods will do 
nothing for us that we will not do for 
ourselves. What we need is a hero." 
Enter Beowulf (The Departed's 
Ray Winstone). 

The movie proceeds more or less 
according to the Old English epic, 
with some Hollywood twists and 
good-looking actors thrown in to 
raise the tale to modern standards 
of interest. Robin Wright Penn (The 
Princess Bride), Alison Lohman 
(Matchstick Men) and Angelina Jolie 
(Mr. and Mrs. Smith) bring the sex 
appeal, big names and decent acting 
but fail to make Beowulf anything 
extraordinary. 

COURTESY PARAMOUNT PICTURES 

Based on the 3,182 lines of Old English verse, the movie's Beowulf (The Departed's Ray Winstone) must kill the 
vengeful monster Grendel (Epic Movie's Crispin Glover) who is wreacking havoc on wenches and warriors everywhere. 

The plot is a little dull by 21st 
cen tury measures . Mons ters 
need motives. "People taste good" 
doesn't work for anyone except 
zombies nowadays. And frankly, 
heroes and monsters? It has been 
done. Here is the secret: The 
hero wins. 

The attempts to jazz things up 
would have helped if not for the fact 
that even the supposed twists are 
almost blindingly predictable. 

Scenes of barbarians cavort-
ing in a drunken melee, cracking 
jokes about bodily functions, 
disrespecting women and kicking 
slaves take place with little to no 
judgment from the filmmakers 
attached. The result is not only not 
funny but also rather upsetting. 

The only interesting part of the 
film was the intriguingly unclear 
religious agenda. 

T h e C h r i s t i a n s , led by 

Unferth, take over the settlement. 
The film implies that the tale is not 
at all a fantasy, but rather a portray-
al of how things were before Jesus 
got rid of the demons. A church 
burns and a character blames the 
"the sins of the fathers." 

Failing the plot twists, the film-
makers had one last ace up their 
sleeve to spice things up — boobs. 
For audience members not in the 
know, yes, Angelina Jolie's breasts 
appear on screen. Not to mention 
Beowulf's shapely bare behind 
and his just barely strategic-
foreground-object-covered front. 
These scenes would serve to 
just barely redeem this movie's 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t v a l u e , 
except for the small detail 
that the delectable parts are 
computer animated. 

Except for any problematic 
feelings prompted by appreciating 

the cartoon nudity, the animated 
format was overall a success. Some 
of the action scenes looked a little 
like a high-quality video game. 
But the still shots were flush with 
detail, each tender hair waving 
individually in the wind and each 
bead of hard-earned sweat slither-
ing down our hero's temple. By 
the end of the film the moviegoer 
barely notices that these are not, 
in fact, real people. 

There have been worse movies 
than Beowulf. But the story lacks 
and the animation, while good, did 
not serve a battle-heavy action movie 
as well as real-life acting with some 
well-assimilated computer graphics 
would have. However, Grendel's 
descriptions within the original Be-
owulf-were less than verbose, so the 
film offers the rare opportunity of 
figuring out what he looks like. That 
is, if you are even interested. 

New Futurama flick scores big with old diehard fans 

'Bender's Big Score' 

j j • • • • 
now available 

by Evan Mintz 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Good news, everyone, Futurama 
is back. After four years out of 
production and headlining Adult 
Swim, that loveable, subtle, chock-fulla 
chunks o' tunny is 
once again show-
ing just how much 
life in the year 3000 
is exactly like life 
now, but with aliens, g y H P 
r o b o t s , n u d e 
beaches and Dr. Zoidberg. The series' 
first foray back into the world's televi-
sions and hearts is the feature-length 
"Bender's Big Score." 

Futurama follows in the footsteps 
of that other renewed series, Family 
Guy, and spends the first few minutes 
mocking the network executives who 
cancelled the show. But unlike Family 
Guy, the joke doesn't stop at the open-
ing credits. Rather, the executives are 
punished by beingground intoTorgo's 
Executive Powder. This serves as a 
fine reminder throughout the film 
that those "smartest jokes on TV" you 
are now enjoying were cancelled by 
Fox after years of being preempted 
by professional football, all to make 
way for such classic shows as "The 
War at Home." 

The plot starts out a little forced, 
with the Planet Express gang falling 
for a bunch of e-mail phishing scams 
and Bender getting a virus. Alien 

spammers thus gain 
control of Planet Ex-
press and, through a 
plot device known as 
spr ungers, detect the 
key to paradox-free 
time travel, which is 
tattooed on Fry's butt. 
Since the key can only 
send people back in 
time, the spammers 
send Bender back to 
steal treasure from 

throughout history and then wait until 
the future modern day to give it to them. 
ITius, Bender's big score. 

But a more appropriate title 
would be "The Time Travel Trials 
of Fry and Leela's Love." The last 

episode of Futurama, 
"The Devil's Hands 

-are Idle Playthings," 
left fans wondering 
what would become 
of the warrior cyclo-
pean captain and the 

1,000 year old delivery boy. The 
fact that you can know that yes, 
they hook up, and not have it be a 
plot spoiler is certainly praise of the 
film. And the fact that said hooking 
up involves a narwhal is certainly 
proof that Futuramas silly but so-

of five 

on DVD 

phisticated humor did not wane 
while it was off air. 

Of course, you cannot enter the 
Futurama universe without encoun-
tering President of Earth Richard 
Nixon's head, Zapp Brannigan, the 
Nibblonians, the entity which may 
or may not be God, the Harlem Glo-
betrotters, A1 Gore, and so forth. But 
as characters go, there is a little too 
much Barbados Slim and not nearly 
enough Zoidberg. 

Recognizing that some of the 
show's greatest moments were the 
musical numbers, the film does not 
skimp on singing. But unlike "Robot 
Hell" or "Stamp it, file it, send it over 
night," these songs do not seem to fit in 
with the rest of the plot, often slowing 
down the quick-moving cartoon action. 

On a positive note, one of the songs 
does finally give some camera time to 
Kwanzabot and Hanukkah Zombie. 

At 80 minutes, "Bender's Big Score" 
drags towards the end. But plans are 
in the works for the full film to be cut 
into episodes and aired on Comedy 
Central, turning it into four bite-sized 
cliffhangers. Combined with the other 
three upcoming Futurama films, "Hie 
Beast with a Billion Backs," "Bender's 
Game" and "The Wild Green Yonder," 
that will be enough for a fifth season. 

So at a time when The Simpsons is 
ready to be taken out to pasture, Family 
Guy doesn't know the meaning of the 
word subtlety, and Adult Swim start s to 
go even further off into the deep end, 
it is a grand relief to have Futurama 
back and just as good as ever. 

COURTESY 20TH CENTURY FOX 

Bender uses the key tattoed on Fry's butt to pillage treasure through the ages and bring it back to the modern day. 

http://www.friendshouston.org
http://www.yalestreetmarket.com
http://www.briltianttectures.com
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Counting the best pop 
culture moments of 2007 

The air outside is crisp and cold 
and it makes me think fondly of the 
year that is now coming to an end. 
2007 is the year I turned 21, the 
year I first wore a fake 
mustache, and the year 
Rachael Ray got bitten 
by a dog while protect-
ing her pooch Isaboo. 
A million "Best of 2007" 
lists have already been 
published, which I think 
actually qualifies them as 
pop culture. So I won't 
t r y and f igh t it, and 
instead make my own. 
Britney, Anna Nicole, and 
celebrity jail-time did not 
make the cut, which only serves to 
underscore what a great year in pop 
culture 2007 truly was. 

The Spice Girls are back: Reunion-
tour tickets sell out in seconds. Posh 
comes to America along with Becks 
and Scary Spice gets impregnated 
by Eddie M u r p h y — w h o makes her 
take a paternity test. I really wish I 
could have afforded a concert ticket. 
Really really wanna zigazig ah. 

Heidi and Spencer of The Hills 
make a music video: Can you imag-
ine having your fiancee videotape 
you while you writhe around in the 
sand to the sound of your own voice 
coming out of a cheap boom box? 
Yeah me neither, but that is why we 
are not Heidi Montag. Surely they 
could have gotten Brody Jenner to 
foot the bill so that Spencer would 
not have to be the lone cameraman. 
Or they could have given a couple of 
bucks to the fisherman sitting next to 
Heidi to move down the shoreline a 
bit. Celine Dion this girl is not. 

Nicole Ritchie gets pregnant: Not 
everyone is a fan of The Simple Life, 
but they should be. Nicole Ritchie is 
hilarious. Now that she 'sgot a bun in 
the oven, her rack looks amazing. 

I Know Who Killed Me: 1 probably 
don't need to mention it again, but 
this movie was easily the best I've 
ever seen. Twin Lindsay Ixihans, 
prolonged gratui tous sex scene, 
robotic a rm — I didn't make that 
up. See it. Now. 

Nikki 
Metzgar 

J . K . R o w l i n g a n n o u n c e s 
Dumbledore is gay: As if you hadn't 
already thought it But at New York's 
Carnegie Hall Rowling officially outed 

the world's most powerful 
wizard as part of her U.S. 
book tour in October. Does 
Hogwarts have a "Don't 
ask, don't tell" policy? Did 
Dumbly and Grindelwald 
have a more-than-friends 
relationship? My god, the 
possibilities are endless! 
Justtype "Dumbledoregay" 
in the Google search bar to 
get the news on this. 

M o r e a b o u t 
Dumbledore : Also this 

quote from David Yates, director 
of Harry Potter 5, "[J.K. Rowling] 
leaned over to me and said, 'You 
know Dumbledore's gay, don't you, 
David?' And I thought *Wow that's 
pretty cool.'" Cool indeed. 

Amy Winehouse pulls Kleenex 
out of beehive: The beehive on her 
head, that is. Sure, a lot has gone on 
this year with Ms. Winehouse, like 
the bloody domestic battle going 
on with her husband and all that 
nasty d rug business that may be 
considered more "relevant" or "sig-
nificant" news material. But consider 
this — can and does she store 
gummy fruit snacks in her hair? 

Alanis Morisset te covers "My 
Humps": In a failed attempt at irony, 
or perhaps merely at being Fergili-
cious, Alanis s ighs the lyrics — as 
is her wont — while a guy smacks 
her ass in slow motion. The effect 
is a l together creepy and shudder 
inducing. When she sings, "They 
give me all these ices," it sounds 
like "Icees" and I can't help but 
think, "Huh. I would totally be 
glad if a guy bought me a c h e r r y 
Icee because of my humps." Al-
though the grea ter issue he re is 
why anyone would spend valuable 
r e sou rces on the production of 
such a music video — instead of 
Heidi's, of course. 

Nikki Metzgar is a Baker College senior 
and arts and entertainment editor. 

& 

COURTESY WARNER BROS PICTURES 

August Rush is a unique musical experience 
by J a c k i e A m m o n s 
THRESHER STAFF 

August Rush is n o t y o u r 
typical movie. It is based on sounds 
instead of visual imagery, but with 
no choreographed numbers it is not 
a musical. Rather, the film makes 
a para l le l c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n 
sounds people encoun te r every 
day and the relat ionships we share 
with each other. 

'August Rush' 

• • • • of five 
now playing at AMC and 

Edwards theaters 

August Rush is the s tory of 
eleven-year-old Evan (A Good Year's 
Freddie Highmore) , who desper-
ately wishes to meet his parents, 
a talented cellist (Waitress' Keri 
Russell) and an Irish rock singer 
(.Mission: Impossible IITs Jonathan 
Rhys Meyers) . Evan believes that 
his parents will find him if he learns 
how to make music, so he goes 
to New York to follow the sound. 
The re he encounters a congenial 

social worker (Pride's Te r r ence 
Howard) and a threatening musi-
cian (License to Wed's Robin Wil-
liams) in the mold of Oliver Twist's 
Fagin, who r u n s an underground 
circuit for homeless children. 

While August Rush features a 
cellist, a boy band and a young 
prodigy, the film's hear t is rhythmic 
sound, music of any form, whether 
in the quiet, rust l ing grasses of a 
country field or the busy s treets of 
New York City. This distinctive take 
on perception and music makes 
August Rush stand out. The vibrant 
music is a metaphor for Evan's 
desire to be with his parents, and 
the rhythm of the city s t reets and 
the calm countryside contrast the 
different lifestyles. 

The unique theme is even bet-
ter served by the excellent acting. 
Highmore convincingly plays the 
adorab le mus ica l p rod igy with 
a wis t fu l ly d e t a c h e d a t t i t u d e , 
whi le Russel l is ideal for the 
sweet and innocent young mother 
ripped away from her child. Rhys 
M e y e r s c o m p l e t e s th i s family 
portrait by adding rugged rebel-
l iousness to its o therwise flawless 

charm. Audiences actually grow 
to fear and hate the red-toupeed 
Williams, along with his multiple 
p ierc ings , r h ine s tone -enc rus t ed 
vest, and constant manipulation of 
the homeless children under his 
care. His role is a bit bewildering, 
but Williams does a great job. 

The film also gives a broad view 
of urban America. Set in New York 
City, Chicago and San Francisco, 
August Rush also touches on the 
d i f f e ren t e t hn i c and e c o n o m i c 
backgrounds of Irish-Americans, 
t h e New York h o m e l e s s and 
privileged musicians. The film even 
delves into the subsets of the music 
industry, with the Philharmonic 
Orchestra , s tudents at Julliard and 
hard rock bands. 

The only chink in this mov-
ie's a rmor is its length. While 
it h a s a m a z i n g m u s i c a n d 
s t i m u l a t i n g v i sua l s , t h e smal l 
a m o u n t of d i a l o g u e m a k e s 
August Rush seem rather long, its 
two-hour durat ion feeling more 
like three. Anticipation is built up 
dreamily throughout the entirety of 
the film, only to end quickly without 
a satisfying resolution. 

«Q 
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I wonder who 
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1. 
DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHER STAFF 

The only tiling more frigid than 
the weather during the football 
team's game against with the Uni-
versity of Tulsa last weekend was 
the crowd. And considering that 
this game marked the return of 
Todd Graham, Rice's head coach 
last season who bolted for Tulsa 
after verbally agreeing to a con-
tract extension with the Owls, the 
crowd's reaction was expected. 

In spite of the horrific weather, 
the game proved to be an offensive 
explosion, but junior quarterback 
Chase Clement 's 604 yards of to-
tal offense were not enough as the 
Owls (3-9,3-5 Conference LISA) fell 
to the Golden Hurricane 48-43. 

Clement threw for 541 yards 

and ran for 60 more against Tulsa, 
setting a C-USA single-game re-
cord for total offensive yards. In 
the process, the quarterback also 
passed Tommy Kramer (I>ovett 77) 
for Rice's all-time career and single-
season total offense marks. While 
his stats were impressive, Clement 
said he was anything but satisfied 
with his offensive performance. 

"We did so many good things, 
but when you don't pull out the 
win, it doesn' t matter if you put up 
a thousand yards or a hundred," 
he said. 

A week af ter being torched 
on the g round in a 45-31 home 
loss to Tu lane University, Rice's 
de fense once again s t ruggled, 
t hough this t ime Tulsa exploited 
the Owls with deep passes down 
the middle of the field. Tulsa 

quar te rback Paul Smith threw 
five touchdown passes and aver-
aged 20 yards per completion. 

IN FOCUS: FOOTBALL 
Record: 3-9 

C-USA record: 3-5 (tied-7th) 

Last week: Rice lost 48-43 
at home against Tulsa. 

What made the difference: 
Tulsa recovered an onside 
kick with 1:15 left to end 
Rice's comeback attempt. 

The game started well enough, 
as Rice went 72 yards in nine plays 
on its opening drive to give the Owls 

a 7-0 lead. Tulsa followed with Tan-
ner Antle's kick return to the Wee 
49-yard line and a subsequent touch-
down pass by Paul Smith on its first 
play from scrimmage. But senior 
George Chukwu then blocked the 
Tulsa point after attempt, which the 
Owls returned 97 yards on a play 
with two laterals. 'Hie rarely seen 
defensive two-point conversion made 
the score 9-6. 

Tulsa rebounded and continued 
to score quickly as Rice's offense 
sputtered, going ahead 27-9 to start 
the second quarter as the Owls punt-
ed on three straight possessions. 
However, Rice scored on a touch-
down run by sophomore running 
back C.J. Ugokwe and a touchdown 
reception by junior wide receiver 
Jarett Dillard to take the score to go 
into halftime trailing 27-22. 

For most of the second half, it 
seemed as if neither defense both-
ered to show up. 'Hie teams traded 
touchdowns with ease, notchin i; 
three apiece. 

Aside from porous defense, poor 
special teams play also hurt the Owls. 
With the coverage teams struggling, 
the Golden Hurricane consistently 
had good starting field position. Also, 
Wee twice went for it on fourth down 
and short conversions, and both 
times failed to convert. 

With 1:44 left, senior receiver Joel 
Armstrong caught a touchdown pass 
to pull the score to 4843, but senior 
kicker Luke Juist's onside kick at-
tempt was recovered by the Golden 
Hurricane. Interestingly, Armstrong's 
touchdown — Rice's last touchdown 
of the year—was the first one scored 

Sec FOOTBALL, page 15 

Early woes continue for men's basketball Women's cross finishes 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

HIRESHEK STAFF 

The men's basketball team has 
had a tough start to its season. Af-
ter suffering two straight blowout 

striking distance of its next two op-
ponents — Richmond University 
and the University of Arkansas-
Little Rock — before ultimately 
falling in close contests. 

This weekend the Owls will 
losses, Rice (0-4) stayed within travel to Iowa City, Iowa, to take 

DEIAN TABAKOV THRESHER 

Freshman guard Jasen Williams adjusts while attempting a layup in Rice's 
61-55 loss to Richmond Nov. 20. The Owls will look for their first win today 
against Eastern Illinois. 

part in the Hawkeye Challenge. 
They will open against the Univer-
sity of Eastern Illinois (1-4) today 
at 5:45 p.m., and the winner of that 
game will face host University of 
Iowa (5-3) on Saturday. 'Lhe loser 
takes on the University of Louisi-
ana-Monroe (2-4). 

"It's a 'get-well' tournament for 
all of the teams involved," head 
coach Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) 
said. "Eastern Illinois is in the 
same position as ours and we 
feel like this is a game that's very 
winnable for us." 

Rice's 59-52 loss to Arkansas-
Little Rock (5-0) on Tuesday was 
close throughout . The two teams 
went back and for th for much of 
the g a m e before the Trojans put 
the g a m e away in the closing min-
utes. Following a 12-0 Arkansas-
Little Rock run that pushed its 
lead to 41-34 midway through the 
second half. Rice bounced back 
with a 13-5 run of its own to take 
a 47-46 lead with seven minutes 
to play. 

After the Trojans grabbed 
back the lead, the Owls took a 
52-51 lead with just four minutes 
remaining on a three-point shot 
by junior guard Cory Pflieger. 
However, the team then went into 
an offensive drought , plagued by 
missed shots and errant passes as 
Arkansas-Little Rock scored the 
last eight points of the game to 

See HAWKEYE, page 18 

16th at harsh NCAA meet 
by Justin Hudson 

THRESHER STAFF 

Facing an injury to its top run-
ner and a blistering pace that 
taxed every runner on the course, 
the women's cross country team 
still managed to place 16th at the 
NCAA Women's Cross Country 
Championship. 

Held Nov. 19 in T e r r e Haute, 
Ind., the national meet capped 
an amazing year for the Owls, 
which saw the team go f rom an 
unknown, unranked chal lenger to 
winners of the Conference USA 
title and, eventually, their first-
ever South Central Regional title 
on Nov. 10. 

Individual winner Sally Kip-
yego of Texas Tech University set 
an astounding pace on her way to 
a 19 minute, 31 second finish over 
the six kilometer course. Stanford 
University took the team title with 

145 points. 
Unfortunately for the Owls, 

who were used to running more 
conservatively, the pace was too 
fast for their liking. 

"I wanted us to run at the same 
rhythm we've been going out at," 
head coach Jim Bevan said. "[The 
field of runners] got sucked out 
fast, and at that juncture it becomes 
a survival type of a race." 

Hie Owls indeed found them-
selves in a very tough light right 
from the start. Rice was not far off 
from its goal of placing in the top 
10, as its 413 points were only 26 
points from 10th place University 
of Iowa. 

In fact, a top-10 finish would 
have been likely had it not been 
for the t remendous pace. Senior 
Callie Wells, normally a top-five 
finisher for the Owls, actually col-
lapsed due to the strain of the race 

See NATIONALS, page 18 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Wednesday, Dec. 5 Thursday, Dec. 6 

• Men's Basketball vs. Texas State 'Women's Basketball vs. TCU 
7 p.m. — San Marcos, Texas 7:30 p.m. — Sharp Gym (HBU) 



14 THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2007 

Women's basketball cools off with losses to Clemson, Colorado 
by Justin Hudson 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

On the road for the third 
straight weekend in a row, the 
women's basketball team dropped 
both of its games last weekend 
at the Coors Classic in Boulder, 
Colo. Last Friday, Rice (5-3) was 
unable to overcome a double-digit 
deficit as it lost 62-59 to former 
coach Cristy McKinney and Clem-
son University. The next day, Rice 
failed to capitalize on a great start 
and fell 72-55 to host University of 
Colorado. 

The Owls will once again be on 
the road this weekend. Tonight at 
6 p.m., the Owls will take on Fur-
man University (2-3) in Greenville, 
S.C. Rice will then travel to Win-
ston-Salem, N.C., to take on Wake 
Forest University (5-1) at noon 
Sunday. Last weekend, the Demon 
Deacons upset lOth-ranked Texas 
A&M University en route to a vic-
tory in the Paradise Jam Tourna-
ment Nov. 24. 

Rice began its recent road 
swing in impressive fashion by 
winning two of its first three 
games — the Owls won 81-55 over 
the California State University-
Northridge on Nov. 16 and 49-39 
over the University of Arkansas-
Little Rock on Nov. 20, and they 
lost 79-71 to the University of Cal-
ifornia-Los Angeles on Nov. 18. 

However, Clemson (4-3) proved 
to be perhaps the most intriguing 
opponent on the road trip. McK-
inney guided Rice to two NCAA 
tournament appearances during 
her 12-year tenure at the univer-
sity. 

Head coach Greg Williams 
(Hanszen '70) attributed the Owls' 
early struggles against Clemson to 
the nervous energy of McKinney's 

recruits—which includes the senior 
trio of center Valeriya Berezhynska, 
guard Kadie Riverin, forward Tiffany 
Loggins — going into the contest. 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 
Record: 5-3 

Last week: The Owls strug-
gled at the Coors Classic 
in Boulder, Colo., dropping 
games against Clemson and 
Colorado. 

What made the difference: 
Struggling from the field in 
both games, the Owls relied 
on a tough defense to keep 
their opponents within 
striking distance, but it was 
not quite enough. 

Up next: Rice will continue its 
second extended road trip of 
the season, heading to Green-
ville, S.C., to take on Furman 
today at 6 p.m. and Wake 
Forest on Sunday at noon in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. The Owls 
will then return home to face 
TCU Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m. in 
HBU's Sharp Gym. 

"It was a difficult game, be-
cause. ... there was a lot of adren-
aline [and] a lot of emotion," Wil-
liams said. "It was hard for them 
to settle down and focus on relax-
ing [and] just letting the game 
come to them." 

The Owls struggled mightily 
from the field in the first half, shoot-
ing only 22 percent. Berezhynska 
started the game 0-11, and junior 
guard Maudess Fulton — another 

McKinney recruit — went only 1-6. 
However, Rice stayed in the 

game because they held the Ti-
gers to 31 percent shooting on 
their own. The Owls made a run in 
the second half, cutting a 12-point 
Tiger lead with 8:04 left down to 
four with under ten seconds left. 
Riverin, who had to sit out the 
Arkansas-Little Rock game with a 
sore ankle, then sent a crisp pass 
to Fulton, who drained the three-
pointer to bring the Owls within 
one. But on the ensuing foul, 
Clemson's April Parker put in two 
free throws, and the Owls could 
not set up a game-tying three-
point shot. 

Once again, Rice seniors led the 
way down the stretch. Berezhynska 
again stepped up in the second half, 
scoring 16 of her 21 points down 
the stretch. The center was also 13 
from 15 from the free throw line. 

The comeback was also sparked 
by 15 points from a healthy Riverin, 
who had sat out the Arkansas-Little 
Rock game with a sore ankle. 

In the consolation game against 
Colorado (2-2), Rice played poorly 
on both sides of the ball, even 
though they started the game with 
a 13-4 lead. However, a 21-2 run 
by the Buffaloes would build up a 
double-digit lead from which the 
Owls could not recover. Rice fal-
tered on offense, shooting only 29 
percent in the second half, while 
Colorado shot 47 percent. 

Furthermore, Loggins, Ber-
ezhynska and freshman center 
Melissa Wittmayer all fouled out 
against a physical Buffalo team. 

"[That was] probably our most 
disappointing performance of the 
season," Williams said. "[We] start-
ed the game out g r e a t . . . and then 
we stopped executing offensively. 
Foul trouble hurt us." 
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DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Senior center Valeriya Berezhynska, who leads the Owls with 19.4 points per 
game, puts up a shot in Rice's Nov. 20 win over Arkansas-Little Rock. 
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FOOTBALL 
From page 13 

by a senior all season. 
While fans and the media played 

up the motivation the Owls had in 
playing their former coach, play-
ers discounted that this played into 
their motivation for the game. 

"I did not lake note that that was 
my ex-coach over there," Dillard 
said. "It was just another coach on 
the other side of the ball." 

Dillard, who led C-USA with 14 
touchdowns and 7.5 catches per 
conference game, was named to the 
first team All-C-USA for the second 

year in a row. Clement also received 
all-conference honors, being named 
second team All-C-USA along-
side senior lineman Robby Heos, 
junior linebacker Brian Raines, 
and sophomore defensive back 
Andrew Sendejo. Four newcomers 
were also selected to the C-USA All-
Freshman squad: tight end James 
Casey, lineman Scott Mitchell and 
defensive ends Scott Solomon and 
Cheta Ozougwu. Casey was also 
named to Rivals.com's Freshman 
All-America second team. 
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DEI AN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Senior receiver Joel Armstrong, here preparing to make a catch in last 
Saturday's loss to Tulsa, recorded the only touchdown by a senior all season. 

A CLOSER LOOK 
Final statistics for the 2007 season 

RICE OPPONENTS 

Scoring 377 515 

First downs 279 289 

Rushing yardage 1,331 2,381 

Rushing attempts 383 501 

Average yards per rush 3.5 4.8 

Average yards per game 110.9 198.4 

Rushing touchdowns 20 30 

Passing yardage 3,517 3,749 

Pass att-comp-int 526-311-17 438-254-12 

Average yards per pass 6.7 8.6 

Average yards per game 293.1 312.4 

Passing touchdowns 29 37 

Total offense 4,848 6,130 

Kick returns-yards 67-1,223 52-1,082 

Punt returns-yards 23-125 26-288 

Interception returns-yards 12-233 17-165 

Fumbles-lost 19-11 21-14 

Penalties-yards 67-524 92-880 

Fourth-down converslons-att 8-18 14-21 

Sacks 19 30 

Touchdowns scores 51 68 

Field goals-attempts 7-12 12-18 

Onside kicks-attempts 0-5 3-4 

Red-zone scores-attempts 46-54 54-62 

RICE FOOTBALL RECORDS BROKEN BY CHASE CLEMENT 
Statistic 
Pass attempts, season 

Pass completions, season 

Old record 
501 

266 

3,317 

.586 
M ^ W y •,//"//4rSBHSS ' , • 

touchdowns, season 21 

Completion pet., season 

Pas 

Total plays, season 

Total yards, season 

Total touchdowns, season 

Total yards, game 

Passing yards, game 

Touchdowns, game 

Total yards, career 

562 

3,272 
25 

398 

409 

6 
* ' J ' V<-

6,336 

Held by 
Tommy Kramer 

Tommy Kramer 

Tommy Kramer 

Joel Armstrong 

Tommy Kramer 

Tommy Kramer 

Tommy Kramer 

Tommy Kramer 

Tommy Kramer 

Tommy Kramer 

Griff Vance 

Tommy Kramer 

New Record Set in 

3,377 

3,912 

1976 

1976 

6,741 1973-76 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Junior quarterback Chase Clement, who started all 12 games for the Owls this season, set numerous Rice 
records during the 2007 campaign as the Owls stumbled to a 3-5 conference record. 
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Sid ends rocky year with fifth consecutive powderpuff title 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

In a season ful! of upsets and 
wild finish^, Sid Richardson once 
again cai ne < ,ut on top. Sid (7-3) de-
feated Jones (64) 7-0 in the powder-
puff championship 6 ame late Mon-
day night. Played at Rice Stadium, 
the game was hardly perfect, but 
thanks to some timely defense and 
ball-control offense, Sid was able 
to cap off a difficult season with its 
fifth-straight championship. 

Following a turnover on downs 
by Jones to start the game, Sid 
took over on its own 36-yard line 

and promptly began to move down 
the field. Senior quarterback Lind-
say Balthrop converted twice on 
third down and found senior wide-
out Andrea Dinneen on an eight-
yard strike to give Sid an early 7-0 
lead on an 11-play, 64-yard drive. 

"Their wide receivers ran some 
precise and surgical routes on that 
drive," Jones head coach Matt Mc-
Donell said. "They were able to use 
the double move and confuse our 
defensive backs." 

In the second quarter, Balthrop 
was picked off by senior cornerback 
Caitlin Goodrich to give Jones the 
ball on Sid's 30-yard line. But Jones 

could not muster any momentum on 
the drive, turning the ball over on 
downs yet again. 

Later in the quarter Jones had 
the ball on its own 27-yard line with 
fewer than two minutes remaining. 
After a roughing-the-passer pen-
alty on a third-down play prolonged 
the drive, senior quarterback 
Theresa Ring broke a big run to the 
outside and made it all the way to 
the five-yard line. With enough time 
remaining for only one play, Ring 
threw a pass into the end zone that 
was picked off by junior cornerback 
Marisa Gonzalez to end the half. 

Following an eventless third 
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Sid junior Emily Mills, seen here making a catch in the powderpuff championship game, helped Sid take the title for 
the fifth consecutive year after shutting out Jones 7-0 last Monday under the lights at Rice Stadium. 

COMPENSATION 
$100,000 

This ad is being placed for a particular client 
and is not soliciting eggs for a donor bank or 
registry. We provide a unique program that 
only undertakes one match at a time and we 

do not maintain a donor database. 

Please visit 

www.elitedonors.com 
for full program details 

quarter, Sid produced one of the 
most productive non-scoring drives 
of the season when its offense used 
16 plays to go 60 yards, milking 
nearly 12 minutes off the clock. 
A controversial pass interference 
call on fourth-and-six extended the 
drive and essentially put the game 
on ice. After recovering the ball, 
Jones was left with only 20 seconds 
and no time outs. Jones ran just two 
plays before the game ended. 

A team that relied the outside 
running of Goodrich and Ring all 
season, Jones looked to have an 
advantage heading into the match-
up as Rice Stadium's field is wider 
than that of a customary intramural 
field. Nevertheless, Sid was ready 
for Jones ' game plan. 

"We though t [the field] would 
be more open to run the sweeps," 
McDonell said. "But Sid defended 
it ve ry well and we were s tubborn 
to keep on t ry ing it. If I were to 
do it all over again I would run it 
up the middle and do more shor t 
passes." 

The latest championship for Sid 
has been their toughest yet. After 
a three-game losing streak in the 
middle of the season dropped them 
to sixth in the standings, Sid had to 
win all three of its remaining regular 

season games and needed Hanszen 
to lose in the last week of the regu-
lar season to garner the fourth and 
final spot in the playoffs. 

"After the third loss in a row I 
told the girls that the playoffs start 
right now," Sid head coach Cassius 
Mensah said. "The seniors became 
really vocal and it carried through 
to the rest of the team." 

This season, Sid also saw 
Balthrop develop from a game 
manager to the focal point of the of-
fense. The converted wide receiver 
only attempted seven passes in the 
season opener against Baker on 
Sept. 15 but was 17 for 25 passing 
for 128 yards in the championship. 

Although Sid's four previous 
championship teams were bet ter 
on paper, Balthrop said this par-
ticular team stands out f rom the 
rest , especially consider ing that 
Sid lost Christi Disch (Sid *07), 
the most explosive player in pow-
derpuff last year. 

"I'm more proud of this team 
than any o ther team I've played 
on," Bal throp said. "Knowing 
who we lost last year, no one ex-
pected us to be he re . We would 
have been happy just to make the 
playoffs, but to win it all again is 
jus t great ." 

Past Powderpuff championship scores 

2007 2004 
Sid 7, Jones 0 Sid 13, Wiess 6 

2006 2003 
Sid 13, Hanszen 12 Sid 24, Lovett 7 

2005 2002 
Sid 19, Jones 7 Wiess 15, Sid 7 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Volleyball falls in 
C-USA quarterfinals 

The volleyball team's youth 
finally caugh t up with it last 
week as Rice was ous ted by 
Tulane University 3-0 in the sec-
ond round of the Conference USA 
T o u r n a m e n t , which was held 
Nov. 16 in Huntington, W.V. 

Early on, neither team could 
establish a solid lead, with six 
ties leading to an 11-11 deadlock. 
At that point, Tulane was able to 
put together a slight advantage, 
pulling away 24-18. Rice fired 
back and came within two of the 
Green Wave at 25-23, butTulane 's 
s trong hitting was too much for 
the Owls to overcome. 

After Rice established a 4-1 
lead in the second game, Tulane 
fought back with a five-point run 
to go ahead 6-4. A nip-and-tuck 
battle ensued, but following a 22-
22 deadlock, Tulane pulled away to 
take the second frame 30-26. 

Trailing 2-0 in the match. Rice 
managed to take an early 8-3 
advantage over the Green Wave. 
However, Tulane was not deterred 
and quickly tied the game up at 
nine. Once again, the teams were 
neck-and-neck throughout the 
middle portion of the game. But 
Tulane was able to stymie Rice's 
attempts, and grabbed the 30-28 
win to end Rice's season. 

Although this season ended 
prematurely, f r eshman middle 
blocker Caroline Ciill said she has a 
positive outlook for next season. 

"I think the season went well," 
Gill, who along with f reshman 
libero Tracey Lam was named 
to the C-USA all-freshman team 
Nov. 18, said. "We might not have 
finished every game as well as we 
could've, but I think it was a great 
building block for next year." 

Head coach Genny Volpe said 

she also sees next year 's season 
shaping up well. 

" [ I am ] definitely pleased with 
how we p rog res sed and how 
we finished was pretty strong," 
Volpe said. "If we can start the 
spring like we finished the fall 
and continue to grow, then there 
are definite positive s igns for 
next season." 

— Natalie Clericuzio 

Swim team takes 
fourth in California 

The swim team finished in 
fourth place at the Nike Cup last 
Saturday in Long Beach, Calif. 
Notching 727 points, the Owls 
could not overcome the University 
of California-Los Angeles, which 
won with a total of 1,498.5 points. 

Rice's most notable perfor-
mances were in the dis tance 
and backstroke events. Senior 
Brittany Massengale won the 500-
yard freestyle in four minutes, 51.2 
seconds, and the mile freestyle 
in 16:37.65, posting NCAA pro-
visional qualifying times in both 
events. Junior Caitlin Warner and 
freshman Karen Gerken also did 
well in the mile, placing fourth 
and ninth respectively. 

The 400 free relay team of 
jun iors Carlyann Miller, Keri 
Hyde, Diane Gu and sophomore 
Pam Zelnick posted a season-
best time of three minutes, 26.29 
seconds, good for second out of 
40 teams. Freshman Kait Chura, 
led Rice in the backstroke, plac-
ing eighth overall. Junior Skylar 
Craig and sophomores Angela 
Wo and Justine Lin also finished 
in the top 20. 

The Owls will next compete 
in the West Florida Relays on 
Dec. 29, although their opponents 
have yet to be announced. 

— Tracy Dansker 
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Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston,Texas 77030 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 
Houston, Texas 77030 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 
1515 Holcombe Blvd. 
Houston,Texas 77030 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
6100 Main Street 

Houston, Texas 77005 

ALL students & employees -
1/2 deposit 

Waived admin fee 
No application fee 

Any resident transferred with school or company can give 
a 30-day notice and will be released from the lease contract. 

Letter from employer or school required. 

Mon - Thurs 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm 

Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 

www.alexanmainstreet.com 

http://www.alexanmainstreet.com
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FOOTBALL 

Rice — Armstrong 36 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 

Final Stats Tulsa Rica 
First Downs 
Rushing Yard 

28 38 First Downs 
Rushing Yard 151 159 
Passing Yards 441 541 
Total Yards 592 700 
Return Yards 442 327 
Punts • Avg. 6-37.3 5-35.6 
Time of Possession 25:23 34:37 

TULSA 48 RICE 43 
Nov. 24, 2007 — Rice Stadium 

20 7 7 14 
9 13 7 14 

48 
43 

Talbert 24 pass from Clement (Fangmeler 

Tulsa 
Rice 

Rice -
kick) 
Tulsa — Marion 49 pass from Smith (Tracy kick 
blocked) 
Rice — King PAT return 
Tulsa — Marion 31 pass from Smith (Tracy kick) 
Tulsa — Johnson 29 pass from Smith (Tracy kick) 
Tulsa — Smith 2 run (Tracy kick) 
Rice — Ugokwe 12 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Rice — Dillard 25 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Tulsa — Madison 2 pass from Smith (Tracy kick) 
Rice — Hill 5 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Tulsa — Williams 13 run (Tracy kick) 
Rice — Ugowke 6 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Tulsa — Johnson 19 pass from Smith (Tracy kick) 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Tulsa — Adams 24-146, Williams 113, Whitmore 2-3, 
Smith 6-0, Chamberlain 1-0. 
Rice — Clement 17-60, Ugokwe 11-45, Hill 7-45, 
Casey 2-9. 
Pasting 
Tulsa — Smith 39-22-1-441. 
Rice — Clement 66-40-1-541, Armstrong l-O-O-O. 
Receiving 
Tulsa — Marion 7-244, Johnson 5-85, Clay 5-57, Meyer 
2-29, Adams 1-19, Toliver 1-5, Madison 1-2. 
Rice—Casey 11-110, Dixon 7-63, Dillard 6-89, Armstrong 
5-109, Ugokwe 5-52, Henderson 2-44, Welch 2-22, Hill 
1-28, Talbert 1-24. 

Attendance —11,742 

TP LANE 45 RICE 3 1 
Nov. 17, 2007 — Rice Stadium 

Tulane 
Rice 

3 14 
0 7 

7 21 
7 17 

45 
31 

Tulane — Thevenot 38 field goal 
Rice — Dillard 13 pass from Clement (Fangmeier kick) 

NATIONALS 
From page 13 

and did not finish. 
Bevan said he was proud of his 

team's efforts in light of the harsh 
circumstances. 

"I thought we gave a great ac-
counting of our team and how 
good a team we are because we 
beat a lot of good schools, and a 
lot of good schools beat us," Be-
van said. "But we fought, and we 
hurt, and we ran as hard as we 
could. [. . .] In fact, you can even 
say we ran harder than we could 
because Callie didn't even finish. 
She ran harder than she could 
actually run." 

For the second straight race, 
senior Marissa Daniels, the Owls' 
top runner, was hampered by inju-
ries. The calf cramps that afflicted 
Daniels at the regional meet led to 
further injury. Daniels felt better 
Monday after struggling through 
the weekend, but decided to run 

with the team instead of taking 
her customary spot among the 
leaders. Her determination paid 
off, as she finished second for 
Rice and 62nd overall with a time 
of 21:27. 

With Daniels hurt, freshmen 
Becky Wade and Allison Pye would 
once again carry the Owls. Wade 
edged Daniels with a time of 21:23 
for first place on the team and 53rd 
overall. Pye would finish third on 
the team with her time of 21:33, 
good for 71st place overall. 

The rest of the Owls did not 
finish far behind the top three. 
Sophomore Nicole Mericle fin-
ished in 21:44, eleven seconds after 
Pye. Sophomore Britany Williams 
rounded out the scoring for Rice 
with her time of 22:08. Lastly, se-
nior Lennie Waite finished with a 
time of 22:24. 

Tulane 
TUIane 
Tulane 
Rice -
kick) 
Tulane 
Rice — 
Tulane 
Rice -
kick) 
Tulane 
Rice -
kick) 

— Forte 46 run (Thevenot kteK) 
— Forte 1 run (Thevenot kick) 
— Forte 5 run (Thevenot kick) 
— Dillard 6 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 

— Forte 1 run (Thevenot kick) 
— Fangmeier 30 field goal 
— Forte 13 run (Thevenot kick) 
— Casey 61 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 

— Tuyo 1 run (Thevenot kick) 
— Casey 6 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 0 TUIANE 3 

UTEP 27 17 2 0 
Rice 3 0 3 0 3 0 

Nov. 16, 2007 — Huntington, W.V. 

Rice 
Tulane 

26 26 28 
30 30 30 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yard 
Passing Yards 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Tulane 
28 
151 
441 
592 
442 
6-37.3 
25:23 

Rica 
38 
159 
541 
700 
327 
5-35.6 
34:37 

Tulana 
65 
21 
145 
.303 
62 
3 
56 
6.0 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Tulane — Forte 39-194, Scelfo 2-55, Tuyo 8-24, Elliott 
1-4, Williams 1-2, Moore 1- -12. 
Rice — Clement 8-26. Hill 1-3, Ugokwe 4-1, 
Randoloph 1- -9. 
Passing 
Tulane — Scelfo 12-5-1-63. 
Rice — Clement 54-34-0-345, Casey 1-1-0-8. 
Receiving 
Tulane — Williams 4-11, Batiste 361, King 2-59, Forte 
1-51, Blackwelder 1-6. 
Rice — Dillard 9-87, Casey 6-113, Henderson 6-56, 
Armstrong 4-35, Dixon 3-27, Wardlow 2-17, Ugokwe 2-3, 
Talbert 18, Goodson 1-8, Welch 1- -1. 

Attendance — 11,539 

Final Stats Rice 
Kills 46 
Errors 14 
Attempts 133 
Attack Percentage .241 
Assists 44 
Service Aces 4 
Digs 48 
Blocks 9.0 

Individual Stats 
Kills 

Rice — Holderness 10, Bogan 10 
Tulane — Radosevic 22, Vlaskovic, Wells 11 

Assists 
Rice — Schamun 37 
Tulane — Rebrovic 28, Lindelow 24 

Digs 
Rice — Lam 18 

Tulane — Miller 22, Radosevic 11 

Attendance — 202 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

UTEP 
33 
18 
131 
.115 
31 
5 
55 
2.0 

Rice 
43 
13 
116 
.259 
39 
10 
67 
4.0 

UTEP 0 RICE 3 
Nov. 15, 2007 — Huntington, W.V. 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Tulsa — Mooney 7, Murphy 7 
Rice — Bogan 12, Holderness 10 

Assists 
Tulsa — Jarmoc 28 
Rice — Schamun 31 

Digs 
Tulsa — Blanco 14, Sanders 11 
Rice — lam 16, McClean 12, Holderness 11 

Attendance — 125 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
This was a pretty short issue this week. Sweet.. 
LedgerJoker. Empire magazine. Read it. 
Stephen is to Papa John's as Luke Skywalker is to 
Emperor Palpatine. 
Where did the 3% increase in condom use come 
from? 
I want some more turkey. 
And I want my Christmas music! 
Amanda just said "Hitchcock." Heh. 
And now she wants Dan to get her pregnant? Weird. 
Only good thing about NBA Live 2008: Greg Oden. 

HAWKEYE 
From page 13 

seal the win. 
"We turned the ball over a cou-

ple times in key areas," Wilson said. 
"We just missed some shots that, 
had we made, the outcome would 
have been a lot different." 

Pflieger and freshman guard Ja-
sen Williams led the team with 13 
points apiece, and junior forward 
Paulius Packevicius continued his 
consistent play with nine points 
and 10 rebounds. 

To add injury to insult, the 
Owls will have to deal with the loss 
of sophomore guard Chris Hagan 
for the remainder of the season. 
Hagan, who played in each of 
Rice's 32 games last season and 
started the first two games this 
year, ruptured a patella tendon 
in his right knee in Rice's 61-55 
loss to Richmond Nov. 20. With 
Hagan sidelined, Rice will look to 
highly touted sophomore guard 

Bryan Beasley to fill the void. 
In four games this season Wil-

son has employed four different 

starting lineups, with Packevicius 
the only player to have started in 
every game. 

Date Opponent Score Leading Scorer 

Nov. 2 0 Richmond 61-55 (L) Pflieger (14) 

Nov. 27 Ark-Little Rock 59-52 (L) Wil l iams/Pfl ieger (13) 

Date Opponent Location Time 

Nov. 3 0 E. Illinois Iowa City, Iowa 5 :45 p.m. 

Dec. 1 Iowa or ULM Iowa City, Iowa TBA 

Dec. 5 Texas State San Marcos, Texas 7 p.m. 

Dec. 8 Texas Toyota Center 7 p.m. 

Dec. 22 Lamar Beaumont, Texas 2 p.m. 

A ONE-DAY COURSE IN HOUSTON A N D AUSTIN 

PRESENTING DATA A N D INFORMATION 
given entirely by E D W A R D TUFTE, author of four wonderful books 

on analytical design. Everyone taking the course receives all four books, 

including Tufte's latest book, Beautiful Evidence. 
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S E C O N D E D I T I O N 

T h e Visual Display 

of Quantitative Information 

EDWARD R. TUFT1-

Edward R. Tuft? 

Envisioning Information 
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EDWARD R. TUFTE 

VISUAL EXPLANATIONS 

« S t 

T O P I C S C O V E R E D I N E D W A R D T U F T E ' S 

•fundamental strategies of information design 

• evaluating evidence used in presentations 

• statistical data: tables, graphics, semi-graphics 

• business, scientific, legal, financial presentations 

• effective presentations: on paper and in person 

O N E - D A Y C O U R S E I N C L U D E : 

• use of PowerPoint, video, overheads, handouts 

multi-media, internet, and websites 

• design of information displays in public spaces 

animation and scientific visualizations 

design of computer interfaces and manuals 

T H E O N E - D A Y C O U R S E W I L L BE O F F E R E D O N F O U R S E P A R A T E D A T E S : 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2007 
Hous ton J.W. Mar r i o t t 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2007 
Hous ton J.W. M a r r i o t t 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2007 
Aust in Double t ree Hote l 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2007 
Aust in Doublet ree Hote l 

Spec ia l c o u r s e r a t e s f o r f u l l - t i m e s t u d e n t s . 

F o r i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t E d w a r d Tu f te ' s c o u r s e , ' P r e s e n t i n g D a t a a n d I n f o r m a t i o n , ' 

o r a b o u t t h e b o o k s , ca l l 8 0 0 8 2 2 - 2 4 5 4 o r v i s i t w w w . t u f t e . c o m 

G r a p h i c s Press L L C P o s t O f f i c e B o x 4 3 0 C h e s h i r e , C o n n e c t i c u t 06410 DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Senior forward Paulius Packevicius leaps for a layin during the Owls' Nov. 20 
contest with Richmond. Packevicius currently leads Rice with 39 total rebounds. 

http://www.tufte.com
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FRIDAY 30 
Light up with Mayor Bill 
White and Santa 

Calm down, it's just a 
Christmas Tree . Houston 
Mayor Bill White will welcome 
the Honorable St. Nicholas, 
aka Santa Claus, the Jolly Old 
Elf, Kris Kringle, and all his 
other nicknames to Houston 
for the annual lighting of the 
Christmas Tree at Houston 
City Hall in a celebration 
of America's separation of 
government and organized 
religion (like Christianity). 
Tradition and legend hold 
that the square, known to the 
locals as Hermann Square, 
is decorated and lined with 
booths offering ref reshments 
and holiday crafts. Hermann 
Square is located at 900 Smith 
Ave downtown and the light-
ing ceremony begins at 6 p.m. 

Posada, by HACER 

It sounds somewhat like a 
perfume, but it's actually HAC-
ER's (Hispanic Association 
for Cultural Enrichment at 
Rice) fall event, defined as: "a 
night of hot dancing, amazing 
singing and delicious food." 
In a celebration of diversity, 
Posada will be hosted in the 
same venue as all other Rice 
cultural group events: The 
RMC's Grand Hall, 6-9 p.m. 

Bah Humbug 

"A Chris tmas Carol — A 
Ghost Story of Christmas" 
re tu rns to Houston's Alley 
Theat re this year (it actu-
ally opened last week). The 
classic Dickens tale shows 
Thursday through Sunday at 
7:30 p.m. every week through 
Dec. 29, with 2:30 matinees 
on the weekends. Tickets 
start at $21. For more info, 
go to www.alleytheatre.org. 

SATURDAY 

Meanwhile at the John C. 
Freeman Weather Museum 

It's odd enough that Houston 
has a weather museum, since 
the weather is the same all 
the time, forever. But it gets 
weirder: They're opening an 
exhibit on ICE STORMS IN 
TEXAS. Perhaps they seek to 
make it seem more appealing 
and mysterious by playing 
hard-to-get with this cryptic 
description: "Learn about sig-
nificant ice s torm and snow 
btorm events across Texas 
throughout history." It's 
intriguing enough to make 
one want to discover what ice 
s torms had significance in 
Texas history. The exhibit 
opens today and runs through 
Feb. 29, 2008; so there ' s no 
rush to satisfy your undoubt-
edly overwhelming curiosity. 
(The museum is located at 
5104 Caroline.) 

AIDS by AIDS west 
If you've been in the RMC 
recently, you've probably no-
ticed the giant timeline on the 
wall by Farnsworth. It's part 
of World AIDS Day, which 
is today. It's taking place 
at "multiple locations int eh 
RMC." Translation: Multiple 
places in the RMC. The offi-
cial running time is 11 a.m.-9 
p.m., with lunch and dinner 
provided. The Rice Acronym 
Squad (TRAS) is hosting the 
events: ADVANCE, BSA, 
CAPP, CSS, HuMed, Q+A, 
RASA, RSVP, and SAS. 

Le Premiere de Comedie 
Sketch alia Rice 

The Rice Sketch Com-
edy group / troupe / 
dudes&dudettes/ 

THURSDAY £ 

premieres tonight from 7 
p.m.-8:15 p.m. in the RMC's 
Grand Hall. In the tradition of 
sketch comedy's creative spirit, 
they have named the event: 
Rice Sketch Comedy GRAND 
PREMIERE. (Note creative use 
of capital letters.) Domino's 
Pizza will be provided. 

SATURDAY _ 

An Age-Old Question 

"Have you always wanted to 
see an iridium flare or the 
International Space Station in 
under an hour?" If you said 
yes, you're in for a wonderful 
surprise! Because this Sun-
day, between 5:40 and 6:40 
p.m., you can see both; there 
is a predicted iridium flare at 
5:55 a.m. with a magnitude 
of -5, and the International 
Space Station (ISS) will pass 
overhead around 6:40 a.m. 
And if you understood all of 
that, you're probably already 
going to go to this. If not, 
show up and maybe someone 
can explain it to you. Every-
thing is going to be set up 
on the Will Rice Tower. For 
more info, email Dillon Miles 
at dhml@rice.edu. 

TUESDAY 

In touch with your inner child 

In an original musical written 
for young audiences, the 
Hobby Center ' s Thea t re Un-
der the Stars presents "The 
Shoemaker and the Christ-
mas Elves," a comical s tory 
of the shoemaker ' s mad rush 
to finish his work before the 
party and the elves' helping 
out! This is probably the 
cheapest show you'll ever see 
at Hobby: Tickets are all $6. 
It opens today with shows 
at 9:30 and 11 a.m. All show 
t imes are in the morning; 
there are 11 a.m. showings 
every day through Dec. 11, 
and 9:30 a.m. showings on 
Dec. 4, 5, 10 and 11. For 
t ickets or more info, go to 
www.tuts. com. 

Wild Winter Weather Days 
Isn't alliteration fun? So are 
weather-type learning adven-
ture activities at the Weather 
Museum! Do fun holiday 
th ings like making your own 
snow-globes, snowflakes and 
snow (say "snow" ten t imes 
fast) . But this is a limited-
time offer: 2-4 p.m. every 
Thursday, s tar t ing today 
th rough the end of February. 

The Man with Many Names. 
And his Partay. 

The St. Nicholas Christmas 
Party, hosted by the Czech 
Cultural Center Houston, is 
tonight, 7:30-9 p.m. It's a bit 
pricey ($35 admission) and 
you have to make a reserva-
tion with Valerie at (713)528-
2060. The party features 
delicious desser ts , seasonal 
punch, and a cash bar along 
with Christmas Carols sung 
in Czech, Polish, Croatian 
and Ukrainian. 

Shepherd-ismas-stranza! 

It's short for the Shepherd 
School's Christmas 
Extravaganza, which is to-
night 8-9:30p.m. at the 
Shepherd School. Come see 
the Shepherd School Cham-
ber Orchestra and Rice Cho-
rale perform, including some 
special Christmas music to 
warm your heart . 

FRIDAY _ 

A NOTICE TO FRESHMAN 
WHO ARE FAILING 

Guess what: You can still 
drop that class. But you 
have to go to the Registrar's 
Office and turn in the drop 
form by 5 p.m. today. (Trans-
fers who matriculated this 
semester also get off easy.) A 
CAVEAT: You don't get this 
privilege next semester, so 
don't count on it. You're a 
second semester freshman 
now. Buck up. Plus, it's the 
last day of classes. Yay. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 
Calendar submissions are like uni-
corns: They are extremely rare and 
they make me really happy when I 
see one. So, if you want to make 
my day and get into the calendar 
(regardless of how widespread 
interest in your event it), send it in! 
On a side note, everyone please 
tell Amanda Melchor to stop say-
ing "woot." Thanks for your time. 

L.ow Cost Veterinary Care 

Dog, Cat, Puppy, Kit ten Vaccine Pkg. $25 
Heartworm Treat (Complete Series) $175 

Dr. Gordon Parham Dr. Joe Mandola 
Open Mon-Sat 713-592-9977 2501-D W. Holcombe 

Between Kirby and Greenbriar 

Guatemala 
1 1 . Leader 

Service 
The Community Involvement Center is looking 
for a dedicated student to serve as the Student 

Coordinator for the International Service 
Project to San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala this 
summer (Approximately May 11-25, 2008). 

Help coordinate and plan this 
amazing 2-week service 
immersion experience! 

Check out the CIC's web-site 
(http://www.rice.edu/service) for more 

information and to apply. Applications are 
due by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, 

December 5 th 

Questions? Please contact Christa Leimbach 
(lcimbach@ricc.edu)/(713 348-6044) 
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Who bn-ew 
a school would be 
such wimps as to go 
tattle over some 
namecalling? 

— . * 

who jb^i-eW 
a faculty member 
would go out of his 
way to insult 
students in a ( 
calendar proposal? 

U/ho bin-ecU 
it would take 
a university 
95 years to start 
a severely needed 
PR campaign? 

Wil'f'i If"' MOB c.'itltKl ItxlfJ 
<if.i'Min "itj.ifj. ihf.-y 
-iirln'l iruir.l' nn<- rrt.iti. Ttif>y 
mor.kud .in urtivorf,ity 
fly *;hfJWin<J thnt ruls.i f•»11• -
A/rijilfJ oyorri-.ir.t to WW! 

n.inn-r uIIiikj. H'<- MOIJ 
ihowi.'d (ijr.t wh it tji(| 

*.?.»sri u <<. KStViiy wi*rii HfiW 
fittiiKj tli.it they vj ' irn not 
iri ' iuliod by the ovorall 
Uiinto 'i Inicrno inot.iphO' 
What'-, 'siiily funny is tli.it 

tlioir r(;li(|ioy, 
vi'»ws of Hot! pn ttmt work ot 
f i f j t i i i i i Coino oi l , D.jntii 
•/vroff; ttial '>1111 in tiki- a weok 
just to rri;.iko ' .oni f monoy. 
Danto (jdfta got paid1 

IJ'J 
0 

' m 
mk 

Whon a (acuity mornbor 
actively opposi'". stui lmlt 
(injiimi;, oven in light ot 
ovorwfiolrrtitu) opinion ami 
potonti.i l compromises, 
you ru.illy havo to question 
faculty comrriitmont to tho 
t indofyradualp body. And 
if a .facility rnornbor doos 
not understand tho 
purpose of .in editorial, 
l ie or she is probably is not 
smart onouqh to realize 
that lying about the 
Thresher will ijot you on 
tho Backpage faster than a 
tunny Powdorpulf photo 

RICE 
Convention*! Backpay— 

XAl'J I t • 

,3 Hail Maiy pass 
could lead to a 
touchdown on 
the moon? 

Rice University, is that 
some sort ot agricultural 
school? Never hoard of 
it Considering the fai t 
that many college rank 
ings are based on selec-
tivity. you would think 
that a university would 
want as many people to 
apply as possble 
Instead, we've spent our 
history dedicated to tho 
idea of remaining some 
sort ot cheap secret. 
Then wo decide to actu-
ally do something and 
everyone freaks out Just 
don't ask how long it 
took to hold Rice's 
fundraising campaign. 

ConvenntMUU Ottckp#g*»* 

Student saves Darfur by wearing t-shirt 
LastT uesday millions of Americans awoke to the 

news that genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan 
had officially ended thanks to Martel sophomore 
Kal Edgstudent wearing his "Save Darfur" t-shirt 
Apparentiy, public awareness finally reached the 
critical threshold at the instant Nor th Servery worker 
Sophie Montanamos saw the shirt, immediately halt-
ing the violence in the troubled Darfu " a gion. 

In an official press conference by the United Na-
tions, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon announced 
the end, amidst cheers and applause, thanking Edg-
student for "raising so much awareness" by wearing 
his t-shirt. "At these moments in history," he stated, 
"we realize the power of public knowledge to defeat 
global problems. This is just like in the 1960s when 
everyone became aware of racism. And now look... 

there's no racism anywhere!" 
Scientists at MIT are working round the clock 

to analyze data collected from public awareness 
gauges to find a numerical relationship between 
awareness and the end of genocide. 'Traditionally, 
we always assumed genocide and disease epidemics 
were complex socio-political issues that required 
multilateral cooperation by a variety of local and 
national actors," Professor Dis Bealeef confides. 
"Boy, don't we feel silly." 

Students all over campus are responding by 
spurring even more production of trendy cause 
t-shirts, jumping on the "I want to look like I care 
about global issues that I don't actually do anything 
for" bandwagon. Even the student government 
association plans to get in on the action by making 

cause t-shirts for cause t-shirts and selling CauseS-
trong rubber bracelets to remind people of the role 
they play in global politics by their casual attire. "We 
just want to make sure causes will be around for 
our children, " President I^tura Kelley said. "They 
deserve that from us." 

When asked what he planned to do next, Edg-
student, whose personal role model is U2's Bono, 
modestly remarked, "Well, I can't say for sure, but 
I was thinking of wearing my breast cancer ribbon 
on Thursday, and maybe my AIDS t-shirt Friday 
This has really given me a purpose, and now I really 
know what I want to do with my life." 

This article is written by Bonner Reed, 
not Evan Mintz. Bonner Reed. 

The Wellness Center's health 
report seems nice, but it 
doesn't really apply to me. Ad-
mittedly, my biggest problems 
are that I don't eat enough 
and don't get enough sleep. If 
only there were something out 
there that would help. If only 
there was something I could 
do that make me hungry for a 
nosh then help me get to bed. 
But what? What makes you 
hungry and chill? Please, help 
me Wellness Center, you're 
my only hope. 

The Backpage is satire and is written 
by Evan Mintz 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

EGG DONATION. Earn $5,000 to 
$30,000 helping couples. Based on your 
age, health, genetic makeup, education, 
aptitude, and other attributes. You can 
earn up to $30,000 by donating your 
eggs to help infertile couples' dreams 
come true. To learn how you can help, 
visit our website @ www.primgen.net or 
call 281-265-1403. 

NOVELISTNEEDSresearcher. Requires 
basic knowledge of genetics and genetic 
engineering, and an understanding of 
what goes on in the labs. Fees negotiable. 
E-mail doug@honestarwriers.com. 

SOUTHGATE FAMILY seeking Rice 
student to play sports and engage in other 
recreational activities with 5-year-old son 
one or two afternoons a week. Pease call 
Marcie at 713-515-7822. 

1 1 * i i § 

M[ 12/3] Closed @ 8PM 
T[12/4] Willy's Waffles 

W[12/5] Christmahariukwanzica Trivia 
TH[12/6] Hanukkah Pub Night 

Hosted by Hillel 9-11PM 
Christmahariukwanzica Party 11-2AM 

F[12/7] Wiess Last Day of 
Classes Party 8PM-12AM 

c V <[WILLY'S PUS 
f 1ST 1975 

n ^ 

An nwpsoinc placc to 

cclchrat o the holiday season. 

WORK FLEXIBLE HOURS at a fun, 
rewardingjob! Private Montessori school 
in the museum district seeks part-time 
and full-time help. Children range in age 
from infant to upper elementary. Contact 
Tara at 713-5204)738. 

PART-TIME ASSISTANT video editor 
needed. Must be a self-starter, enthu-
siastic, organized, and willing to learn. 
Computer literate and familiarity with 
editing software are preferred. Please 
write to resume@amindseyefilm.com or 
call 713-218-9522. 

MICHAELYNDON SALON in the Gal-
leria area is looking for an energetic, 
professional and polished individual to fill 
aFTclient coordinator position. 1722 Post 
Oak Blvd HoustonTX 77056. Call 713-963-
9121 and ask for Tasha or Jeremy. 

SEEKING FULL-TIME NANNY for 
sweet, tiny baby. This position may last 
from6monthstoayearand ahalf, depend-
ing on your availability. $500.00 a week. 
Paid vacation included. 832-8514)500. 

HUSBAND AND WIFE attorneys 
looking for a babysitter for nights and 
weekends. Experience with babies a plus. 
$10 per hour. I x>cated between downtown 
and the heights. 832-8514)500. 

PART-TIME POSITION near campus. 
Excellent position for students con-
sidering law school. Search firm that 
places attorneys seeks detail-oriented 
self-starter with strong work ethic to join 
our Research Team and work 15+ hours 
per week (flexible hours). Research 
Team members become familiar with 
law schools, law firms, and practice areas; 
help maintain proprietary database; and 
handle research and other special proj-
ects. The work environment is relaxed 
(but professional), and casual attire is ok. 
Starting pay is $9.00/hr. Call 713-807-
8500 and ask for Amy (Sid *99) or email 
anelson@mslegalsearch. com. 

EGG DONORS Needed. Earn $5,(XX>-
$10,000. Nation Wide Egg Donation 
is currently looking for egg donors in 
Houston. For more info please log onto 
http://www. nation wideeggdonation. com/ 
donors.htm or call (888)5884)933. 

HOUSING 

1 BEDROOM Available NOW. 4<X )1 ( free-
ley near Montrose blvd. Biking distance 
to Rice. Hardwood floors, windowunitair, 
gas heat, on-site laundry. Small privately 
owned building with a small courtyard. 
$565 with lease and deposit. Andover 
713-524-3344. 

LOOKING FOR AN affordable place to 
stay near campus? Help me locate your 
next apartment. Call me at 713 291 5543. 
Email me at info@hashir.com .Get a free 
gift card with your lease. 

APARTMENTFOR RENTwith one bed-
room and one bath. Fur nished. Bills paid. 
Montrose/museum district. Student 
move-in special. $350.00deposit-$695.00 
per month. Call us at 713-942-7550. 

OTHER 

ABOLISH DEATH PENALTY. Texas 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty 
will meet Thursday at 6 PM Dec. 6 in 

the first floor meeting room of the Freed-
Montrose Library 4100Montrose. Guest 
speakerwill be Reverend Carroll Pickett. 
His topic will be "My Experience With 
Lethal Injection". Reverend Pickett was 
chaplain in the Texas death house in 
Huntsville during 95 executions. As 
such he is uniquely qualified to share 
his experiences with the lethal injection 
process. Picket is author of the book, 
Within These Walls: Memoirs of a Death 
House Chaplain. 

SPRING BREAK VACATION. Bookyour 
spring break vacation to South Padre 
Island, Cancun, Puerto Vallarta, and 
Jamaica. Don't forget to purchase your 
VIP party and club packages! North Star 
Travel. Call Scott at 1-866-5414958. 

EXAM SI AM DUNK- patent pending 
program that helps students kick it up 
a notch! Suitable for all subject and 
educational levels. This is NOT tutor-
ing! Some college students jumped an 
entire letter grade after working through 
EXAM SI AM DUNK EXAM SI AM 
Dl JNK has a special section for students 
being educated in English as a Second 
Language. This proactive program only 
costs $24.95. Available for purchase and 
download at www.examslamdunk.com. 
Email: examslamdunk@sbcglobal. net. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 
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