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Alumnus donates $1.1 million for political research program 
by Margeux Clemmons 

FOK THK THKKSHKR 

If you are more interested in the 
ou tcome of the presidential elec-
tions than who was elected to Hous-
ton city council last week, Rice alum-
nus Douglas Harlan (Hanszen '64) 
is spend ing $1.1 million to change 
your perspective. 

Harlan recent ly c rea ted and 
funded a Rice program devoted to 
s tudying state and local politics. 
T h e Douglas S. Harlan Program 
in State Elections, Campaigns and 
Politics will have three main com-
ponents to expand Rice's Political 
Science Depar tment : an archive 
collection of campaign materials; 
r e sources for faculty, g raduates , 

a n d u n d e r g r a d u a t e r e s e a r c h 
and training opportuni t ies and a 
$100,000 scholarship for a political 
sc ience undergradua te . 

Harlan said he hopes the pro-
g ram ' s scholarship will create a 
curriculum at Rice for studying local 
politics and that s tudents apply this 
knowledge to run for local office or 
to manage campaigns. 

"I want s tuden t s and scholars 
to unders tand and part icipate in 
[campaigns] as campaign workers , 
even though they are far less 'sexy' 
t h a n p r e s i d e n t i a l c a m p a i g n s , " 
Harlan said. 

Will Rice College junior Dana 
Hoffman, a political science major, 
said the program will increase the 
Polit ical Sc ience D e p a r t m e n t ' s 

visibility and pres t ige and comple-
ment the Baker Insti tute 's focus on 
international politics. Hoffman said 
Rice's location m a k e s it a sensible 
choice for state politics r e sea rch . 

"It's good for Texas," Hoffman 
said. "We're in the South, in the 
cen te r of Texas state pride. T h e 
program will be a good r e sou rce 

see CAMPAIGNS, page 5 

SA to test late-night food options 
during trial run next month 

by Lily Chun 
I HRKSHKK KDITORIAI.STAFF 

Engineering a DREAM 
Austin High School students look on during DREAM'S engineering design competition Sat-
urday in the engineering quad. DREAM, a program where Rice engineering students mentor 
AHS students. Mechanical Engineering Assistant Professor Brent Houchens and Wiess Col-
lege senior Laura Campo coordinated the event. 

Local food vendors such as Chipotle, Buf-
falo Wild Wings, Jason's Deli and House of 
Pies could begin selling their food on campus 
during late-night hours as early as next spring. 
The Student Association will host a late-
night food event Tuesday, Dec. 11 in the 
Rice Memorial Center. Vendors from Ben 
and J e r r y ' s and J immy J o h n ' s will sell 
ice cream and sandwiches , respectively. 
The SA will buy 8250 worth of food and 
subsidize $150. 

"We can get a good idea of how many 
people would be interested," SA student life 
committee chair Jen Zhan said. "If the event 
is successful, we'll think about continuing this 
next semester." 

Zhan, a l.owtt College sophomore, said 
the SA will consider hosting a late-night food 
event every month or every week. The event 
would most likely be held in the new Brochstein 
Pavillion next semester, Zhan said. 

Fondren Library will also be a hub for late-
night food by next semester, with a vending 
machine and a coffee machine on the fourth 
floor. Zhan said the food in the vending ma-
chine will depend on Fondren's budget. The 
SA will meet with Fondren officials before the 
semester ends to discuss Fondren's budget for 
food in the vending machines. 

Zhan said the SA decided to give late-night 
food options a try after 60 percent of s tudents 
said in an SA poll that they would be willing 
to pay for them. 

Baker College sophomor 
said she thinks having late-r 
is a good idea but is 
in the vemiin.tr mad 

worn 
lines 

Julia Lukomnik 
;ht food options 
1 that the food 

Fondren will 
be limited. 

' T h e only thing I'd be worried about with 
the Fondren stuff is that it seems like- it'c'fbe 
pretty unhealthy." Lukomnik said. "Generally, 
what you get from those machines are pastries 
and stuff. At night you're prone to eat such 
crap and in such quantities that just having it 
there seems dangerous." 

Women's cross wins NCAA 
Regional Championship 

bv lustin Hudson 
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I>ast Saturday was a historic day 
for the women's cross country team. 
(ioing up against one of the best teams 
in the nation, the lOth-ranked Univer-
sity of Arkansas, Rice pulled out its 
lirst-ever victory at the NCAA South 
Central Regional Championships. 'Hie 
Owls edged the Razorbacks 54 to 70 
to gain an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Cross Count ry Championsh ips in 
Ter re Haute, Ind., next Monday. 

The Razorbacks, former Southwest 
Conference members with the Owls 
before moving to the Southeastern 
Conference, have dominated regional 
and national cross country since the 
1980s. In fact, Arkansas was 22-0 in 
head- to-head compet i t ion aga ins t 
the Owls before Saturday. Despite 
Rice's emergence among the nation's 
elite, very few observers would have 
pegged the Owls to beat Arkansasonits 
home course. 

"[The win] was really awesome 
because everybody just built up Ar-
kansas to be so amazing," freshman 
Allison Pye said. "Although they are 
very good, I think it was just a big 
thing for us to be able to beat them. 
It shows that we're capable of some 
good things as well." 

Rice, which jumped to 11th in 
the U.S. Track and Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association poll, 
was virtually a lock to gain at least an 
at-large bid to Nationals. From the very 
beginning of the race, head coach Jim 
Bevan had his team go after Arkansas 
and 30th-ranked Baylor University, the 
other top team in the region. This strat-
egy was a departure from Rice's usual 
conservative approach of gradually 
attacking the field. With the pressure 
of qualifying for the national meets 
absent, Bevan said he wanted to use 
the race as a dress rehearsal. 

"We went out and mixed ourselves 
up with Arkansas and Baylor right off 

see NATIONALS, page 19 
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The women's cross country team takes first at NCAA South Central Regional Championships last 
Rice's first ever at the regional meet, guarantees a spot for the Owls at the NCAA Championships 

Saturday. The victory, 
in Terre Haute. Ind. 

INSIDE 

Register... or pay! 
Make sure you've registered by 5 p.m. for 

at least \2 credit hours (if you're a full time 
student). Today's the (leadline for registration 
for the spring semester. Failure to register on 
time will result in a $70 fee. 

Last call for Last Call 
Rice Dance Theatre's Fall show. List 

Call, opened Wednesday and will run until 
tomorrow. There will be a show tonight at 
8 p.m. and tomorrow at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

Thanksgiving's a'coming 
The Thresher will be a taking a break next 

week for Thanksgivingbreak. I.ook for our next 
issue on Nov. 30. 

For those of you needing a ride home, 
holiday shuttle services will provide rides to 
1 lobby Airport Wednesday, departing from the 
circular drive outside of the RMC at 9 and 10:30 
a.m., and 12,1:30,3, and 4:30 p.m. Shuttles will 
run from Hobby back to Rice Sunday, depart-
ing from baggage claim area at 1,2:30,4,5:30, 
7, and 8:30 pm. No services will be provided 
Thursday and Friday. Night escort services 
will resume Sunday evening. 

OPINION P a g e 3 
Philosophy students and elitism 

A&E Page 11 
The messiah comes to Brown 

SPORTS Page 15 
More homecoming heroics 

Quote of the Week 

"When I was a freshman, I was really pessimistic 
about our viewer base. We've just upped the ante." 
— Will Fischer, Will Rice Junior. RTV5 Technical 
Advisor, See story, page 11. 

Scoreboard 
Football 
Rice 43, SMU 42 
Men's Basketball 
Rice 49. TCU 76 
Women's Basketball 
Rice 63, Winthrop 54 
North Texas 65, Rice 69 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Sunny, 56-73 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 61 78 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly Cloudy. 60-80 degrees 
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e Rice Thresher 
End PIN paternalism 

O n e of the great th ings about Rice is that s tudents are treated 
like adults. From the Honor Code to the alcohol policy, s tudents are 
al lowed to live their l ives with little faculty or administration interfer-
ence . We wish this policy would extend to registration. 

In order to receive a PIN to register for c lasses , s tudents are 
required to ge t the s ignature of an academic advisor. 

Th i s current s y s t e m is a broken one. T h e method of advising 
within each department is inconsistent — s o m e majors des ignate 
faculty m e m b e r s for each class, while others allow students to c h o o s e 
any faculty m e m b e r as an advisor. On top of that, many s tudents 
and faculty alike s e e m to avoid m e e t i n g altogether, e x c h a n g i n g PIN 
re lease data via e-mail without any actual advising. 

In light of these ongo ing problems, it is clear that the s y s t e m 
n e e d s an overhaul. 

Advisors are supposed to provide two services: Offer advice on 
what c la s se s to take and m ake sure students m e e t major and gradu-
ation requirements . Both of t h e s e serv ices can be better provided by 
other sources . Fel low students , peer academic advisors and online 
course evaluations offer insight into c la s se s from people w h o have 
actually attended t h e m and k n o w what is important to students . And 
if s tudents want advice from faculty, they can always s e e k it out. 

Also, s tudents can c h e c k their major and graduation requirements 
either by looking at their own transcripts or through online d e g r e e 
audits. After all, s tudents do not n e e d advisors to make sure they do 
their h o m e w o r k or g e t e n o u g h s leep. T h e y should not n e e d t h e m 
to register for c lasses . 

After freshman year, m e e t i n g with faculty advisors should be 
voluntary. Whi le f r e s h m e n may n e e d a little guidance to understand 
Rice's course structure, there are only so many t imes you can hear 
which c l a s s e s are g o o d and which are not. 

To act as a safety net, ESTHER should employ an active c h e c k i n g 
sys t em to s h o w students what graduation requirements they have 
met and which they still need. Programming this c h e c k i n g s y s t e m 
would not b e difficult and would relieve advisors from doing the 
job of a computer. 

And with s tudents al lowed to register without compulsory advis-
ing, there is no need for multiple PINs. All s tudents should need to 
register is their usual ESTHER log-in PIN. 

Admiss ion to Rice should be suff ic ient ev idence that s tudents are 
smart e n o u g h to make the right choices , and someth ing is wrong 
with the university if s tudents need multiple PINs to prove that point. 
So let's put an end to this academic paternalism. 

Give students power over 
distribution status 

S t u d e n t s do not h a v e to m a k e fun of Rice's dis tr ibut ion 
s y s t e m — it already m a k e s a m o c k e r y of itself. After all, it cannot 
be taken seriously that, for s o m e random reason, HIST 295: T h e 
American South counts for distribution credit, while HIST 265: 
American Revolution d o e s not. 

Many c l a s s e s do not count for distribution credit not b e c a u s e 
they lack the n e c e s s a r y qualities, but because professors simply do 
not submit the applications for their courses to receive distribution 
status. After all, it is students, not professors, who are affected by 
distribution status. So, s tudents should do the work: T h e y should 
have s o m e say in a class' distribution status. 

T h e r e n e e d s to be an infrastructure put in place for s tudents to 
appeal for c l a s s e s to be given distribution status. We s u g g e s t that if 
a majority of s tudents in a class s ign a petition before midterms, the 
c lass must undergo the distribution approval process . This s y s t e m 
would fix the s e e m i n g l y random allocation of distribution credit and 
allow s tudents to take c l a s s e s based on what interests t h e m rather 
than arbitrary distribution credits. 

One way or another, the distribution sys tem n e e d s to make sense . 
And the best method would be one that follows the Rice tradition of 
putting responsibil ity in students' hands. 

Thresher giving thanks 
Thursday is Thanksgiving, and the Thresher has a lot to be thank-

ful for. We are thankful for the Rice University Police Department , 
who k e e p us safe. We are thankful for the Rice E m e r g e n c y Medical 
Service, w h o make Rice's wet c a m p u s policy possible. We are thank-
ful for the administrators w h o uphold the wet campus policy. We are 
thankful for our loyal readers, columnists , writers, photographers 
and editors. We are thankful for the late-night pizza, cook ie s and 
cof fee , which get us through that weekly all-nighter. 

And most of all, w e are thankful that w e have a break from the 
Thresher this week. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. 

Mintz's columns 
thought-provoking 

To the editor: 
In response to Scott Berger 's 

letter: Piease do not fire Evan Mintz 
("Evan Mintz should be fired imme-
diately," Nov. 9). 

Mintz is not afraid of dealing with 
hot potatoes. I am not surprised 
that the views he has put forth in 
his articles have angered a large 
number of readers. On occasion, 
I have been irked by what he has 
written. At the same time, though, 
Mintz often deals with controversial 
issues that are commonly avoided. I 
am convinced that this style has also 
garnered him a group of supporters 
who look forward to reading his 
articles every week. 

Mintz has wri t ten about on-
campus affairs, NOD and nudity, 
politics, religion and abortion. I 
have not always agreed with his 
views, but I have accepted them 
as valid, well-researched positions. 
Firing Mintz would rob Thresher 
readers of daring, well-written and 
often entertaining articles that can 
broaden horizons. 

Reading an opinion article about a 
controversial issue is an opportunity 
to evaluate one's own position, and 
perhaps to find mistakes in one's 
reasoning. If opinion articles were 
not controversial and just pleasing 
to the crowd, they would not be 
worth reading. 

Cutting out articles that are not 
loved by some of the readers is a 
poor choice, the equivalent of trying 
to lose weight by eating nothing. If 
you want to improve the Thresher's 
opinion articles, increase the paper's 
metabolism by hiring an opinion 
editor with a radically different point 
of view. 

Mathias Ricken 
Sid Richardson '04 

Removal of editor 
detrimental to paper 
To the editor: 

Scott Berger 's call for the firing 
of Thresher Executive Editor Evan 
Mintz is patently absurd for a few 
reasons. 

The first is that Berger seems 
to have forgotten how a newspaper 
works. 

As executive editor, Mintz deals 
with the staffing, business and edito-
rial aspects of the paper. Firing an 
editor should only happen if they 
have mishandled these duties and 
Berger fails to warrant as to why this 
might be the case. 

Second, firing Mintz for any per-
ceived lack of writing ability would 
be a journalistic version of the Sedi-
tion Acts and as a 77tresher alumna 
myself, I find that impermissible. A 
more nuanced solution might have 
been to ask the opinions editor who 
edits Mintz's columns to encourage 
him to moderate his tone. 

Th i rd , the le t ter itself dem-
onstra tes more of the pejorative 

language Berger claims to dislike 
than Mintz's column itself. In fact, 
the point of Mintz's column was that 
in-person communication is more 
constructive than blanket slogans. 

The fact that the Thresher pub-
lished this letter proves that Mintz is 
doing his job as executive editor, no 
matter how much some people might 
disagree with his opinions. The last 
time I checked, newspapers were 
supposed to guarantee and engender 
the exercise of free speech. 

Kirti Datla 
Sid Richardson senior 

Critique should not 
cause disagreement 
To the editor: 

The irony of the attack on Evan 
Mintz was that it was "childish" and 
"insecure." Berger 's opinions were 
changed in reaction to infantile 
logic and expression? Damn. I like 
infants and middle-schoolers but I 
am secure enough in my beliefs to 
resist their sophistry. 

To the point, though, I opened 
up the Backpage last Friday to find 
that it was a send-up of philosophy 
majors ("Backpage," Nov. 9). I am 
a philosophy major. 1 thought it 
was hilarious. 

Suppose that I was offended, 
though — how dare he suggest 
that philosophy butters no bread! 
I wouldn't reconsider my opinions 
unrelated to the Backpage, "those 
which I held, frequently in agreement 
with him," because I was suddenly 
the subject of his satire. 

I thought I wanted a longer winter 
break until I read his quote about 
philosophy and masturbat ion of 
the ego on the Backpage ( " l i n g e r 
winter break, that's all we need," 
Nov. 9). Well, fuck you Evan Mintz, 
an academic calendar is all we do 
not need! 

Jacob Nelson 
Baker freshman 

Columnist tarnishes 
Satanism and its style 
To the editor: 

You know, I have always kind of 
looked up to Evan Mintz, the guy who 
continues to churn out Backpage 
articles, even though he knows only 
a handful of students on campus will 
ever think they are funny. 

So imagine my surprise when I 
open the IJiresher to find an article 
publicly blasting my religion ("Stu-
dents: You know you are a Satanist 
if...," Nov. 2). Evan's shoddy article 
suggesting that a good majority of 
the public is Satanist is a mockery 
of my life's work. 

Little does Evan know, Rice Sa-
tanists have been planning a large 
Satan campaign to give the religion a 
more legitimate public face. Just like 
the homosexuals adopted the word 
"gay" and atheists adopted the word 
"bright" to make their causes more 
socially acceptable, we are planning 

to adopt the phrase "people who 
agree to disagree with God." 

On top of that, we have finally 
robbed enough people that we can 
afford to make "WWSD" brace-
lets, print "Not without my Satan" 
T-shirts, and stamp "You just made 
baby Satan laugh" buttons. 

All in all, we are a simple people: 
We just want to kill a few minorities 
on the weekend and drink their blood 
while we sing Satanic hymns by fires 
burning aborted babies. 

Let me apologize if I seem haughty, 
because I'm not perfect. Sometimes 
I say kind words inadvertently, 
without thinking about their impact. 
However, I try to live my life to fulfill 
Satan's purpose as best I can. I have 
spent many a night torturing and kill-
ing people aimlessly, so that I might 
secure myself a good place in Hell. 

Satanists also contribute greatly 
to life at Rice. Though we keep it 
quiet, we are actually responsible 
for many social aspects of this com-
munity. We started Wiess College's 
Night of Decadence, we suggested 
the distribution credit system, we 
hired Todd Graham (and David 
Leebron) and we also created the 
syllabus for CAAM 210. What thanks 
do we get? A nasty little column in 
our school's newspaper suggesting 
that it is easy to be a Satanist. 

Thanks to this Evan Mintz charac-
ter, our movement is set back another 
hundred years or so, another century 
that we will have to keep our hobbies 
private, unable to truly be ourselves. 

Mintz, 1 hope you cannot sleep 
at night thinking of all the innocent 
people you have saved from certain 
pain and brutality. 1 hope you are 

See* LETTERS, page 4 
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Guest column 

Philosophy students trapped by elitism 
A s a philosophy major, I know that 
there is a certain stigma surround-
ing the study of philosophy. There 
are likely to be playful jabs from 
fr iends and c lassmates 
that phi losophy never 
accomplished anything, 
and that once one wades 
through the quagmire of 
semantics, philosophers 
are little more than idle 
minds who muse about 
unanswerable questions. 

I take slight offense 
to this view. Philosophy 
students do not spend their 
waking hours cogitating 
and contemplating trivial 
platitudes. Rather they analyze, 
criticize and interpret questions 
and arguments that have persisted 
through out the ages. This view 
that the field of philosophy is law-
less, trivial and equivalent to "make 
believe" is juvenile and uninformed, 
and 1 feel that most philosophers 
ignore it. 

However, having gained an in-
sider's perspective, 1 would like (o 
offer my own criticism ofwhat I have 
seen of philosophy undergraduate 
students at Rice. 

1 will try to be blunt: I believe that 
there is a certain tendency among 
philosophy majors at Rice to act more 
like Enlightenment-era socialites 
than university students. Let me paint 
a brief picture of the two to see how 
they compare. The socialite spends 
his or her time gossiping about the 
newest movements within the court 
or salon, feels that he or she is above 
the common peasant — both intel-
lectually and socially — and makes 
everyone around him or her acutely 
aware of that knowledge and/or re-
lationships with figures of authority, 
wealth or power. 

The philosophy student at Rice is 
guilty of many of the same tenden-
cies. The philosophy major makes 
catty remarks about persons whose 
work he or she has read and name 
drops others in order to impress 

Brett 
Snider 

those around him or her. The philoso-
phy student has an air of intellectual 
snobbery or elitism that seems to 
stifle discussion in a classroom set-

ting, especially in classes 
outside the philosophy 
department. This is not 
what I would expect from 
the average university 
student, and I admit to the 
reader that I cannot escape 
my own criticism in many 
respects. I have found 
myself makingjudgments 
about class readings based 
on the traditions they arise 
from, much like a socialite 
gossips about one's ances-

try or noble ties, and 1 would like 
to posit that perhaps the history of 
philosophy as a discipline lends itself 
towards this type of thinking. 

There is a certain 

tendency among 

philosophy majors at 

Rice to act more like 

Enlightenment-era 

socialites than 

university students. 

()ne cannot deny that many of the 
fathers of philosophy were outright 
elitists. From the ancient Greeks, 
to the scholastics, and even the 
enlightened Europeans, the fathers 
were enamored with the idea that 
they had somehow grasped a truth 
that none outside of their circle had 
accessed. This exclusivity naturally 
lent itself toward philosophies and 
ideas that formed hierarchies within 
society, which unsurprisingly placed 
the philosopher at or near the top. 
Philosophers themselves were nota-
bly high on the pec king order: Many 

of them spent their leisure time in a 
court of nobility that favored their 
ideas, and the discipline was consti-
tuted almost entirely of upper-crust 
white males. 

This characterization of philoso-
phers persists to this day. Although 
the aspects of wealth and chauvinism 
have been mitigated to some extent, 
the philosophy students and philoso-
phers of the 21st century are still 
very culturally and racially homog-
enous. It seems that the traditions 
of old, the salons of France and the 
courts of Germany and England still 
bleed through our contemporary 
notions of social equality and egali-
tarianism. I would hope that at this 
point in the history of philosophy. 
One would be able to divorce the 
taint of elitism and exclusivity from 
the notions of truth or enlightened 
thought, but I think this is wishful 
thinking. Without self-realization 
and reflection on these problems 
of elitism, whether unconscious or 
inherited from the tradition, these 
issues will persist through many 
more generations of philosophical 
thought and thinkers. 

So to the philosophy student at 
Rice, ask yourself if you fall victim 
to these generalizations. Are you 
eager to dismiss others with a flippant 
remark about their philosophy or 
writings? Do you hold yourself above 
those non-philosophy students in dis-
cussion or just in general? Have you 
mentioned Heidegger, Nietzsche or 
any other authoritative mind in order 
to exclude and impress rather than 
inform or further discussion? 

I believe that this endeavor 
should not be taken as insulting or 
hurtful, but rather an outgrowth of 
the tradition of criticism in which 
philosophy students are raised. I 
take this criticism of philosophers 
seriously, and I encourage the reader 
to question my assumptions and of-
fer their own criticisms. 

Brett Snider is a 
College senior. 

Hanszen 

Guest column 

Lack of parking reduces RUPD to meter maids 
R i c e U n i v e r s i t y police officers 
need more to do. 

Imagine this scene: It is midnight 
on a Friday, and I am just driving back 
into Rice to dropoffagroup 
of friends from an evening 
of bowling—a nonalcohol-
ic evening. 1 have dropped 
of f my friends and am about 
to pull into Ix>vett Lot to 
park my car when 1 see a 
police car's lights flashing 
and a loud megaphone 
screaming: "Please pull 
your car over." I honestly 
cannot think of anything I 
have done wrong: My car is 
moving at about live miles 
an hour in the parking lot, and 1 am 
just parking. 

I stop and wait for the officer 
to approach and announce my 
dreaded fate: "You did not use your 
turn signal when you pulled into the 
parking lot." To my look of utter 
surprise — red and blue lights 
flashing, the dramatic pullover just 
for a little turn signal — the officer 
quickly adds: "And you look like 
you have been drinking — your 
eyes are bloodshot." 

I/*t's just say that Rice students' 
eyes are bloodshot a lot of the 
time — and not just from drinking. 
We sometimes get only four hours of 
sleep per night, study for eight hours 
straight or eat too much spicy Tex-
Mex. For this officer to suggest that 
I was drinking because my eyes were 
bloodshot — and thus forgot to use 
a little flashing light — is ridiculous. 

Hut that is beside the point. The 
point is that Rice police officers 
need more to do than take out their 
boredom on students. I admit that 
working at Rice is probably not the 

Jackie 
Amnions 

most exciting law enforcement job 
in the world — except on Wiess 
College's Night of Decadence. Once 
inside the hedges, life is relatively 

calm and peaceful. 
However, this does 

not justify giving out an 
obscene number of park-
ing tickets for idling in 15-
minute loading zones or 
pulling over a student for 
trivial mistakes. Instead, 
officers should be grate-
ful for the overall good 
behavior of the students 
and reward us by cutting 
us a little slack for not 
completely stopping at 

the stop sign or leaving our car in 
a loading zone for a few minutes. 
This also means that officers will be 
available when my car gets broken 
into or I need an escort back from 
the gym late at night. 

three quarters of a mile to West Lot 
during the day on weekends. In ad-
dition, there are very few short-term 
options. Students usually put on their 
flashers and pray that the parking 
gods will have mercy on them while 
they put groceries up in their rooms 
for a few minutes. 

Sadly, there are no smiling poking 
gods — just the merciless police of-
ficers who will be out to get me for a 
rolling stop after I write this column. 

Jackie Ammons is Brown College 
sophomore. 

Leads the Way 

Rice spirit needs community 
audience, says Sammy 
H i , I am Sammy the Owl. 

Two weeks ago, as the football 
team put together a historic come-
back against University of Texas-
El Paso, I peered up at 
the student section to 
discover that most stu-
dents had already left. I 
was shocked. Forget the 
bowl game, forget all of 
last season, and all of 
recent football history 
— Rice missed one of 
the greatest moments 
in program history. 

With only a couple 
of diehard fans remain-
ing, I could not "lead 
the way" for the s tudents to rush 
the 50-yard line. The re were 
hardly any students to stand, 
cheer or even drink more beer. 
I understand that we were down 
by twenty points in the fourth 
quarter, but what happened to 
the "Rice! Fight! Never die!" 
spirit? 

After mulling over recent 
events from my roost in the 
owlery, I believe that it is my duty 
to remind the Rice community, 
and the student body in particu-
lar, why they should be excited 
about all things Rice. 

Regardless of whether you 
a re an u n d e r g r a d , g r a d u a t e 
s tuden t , faculty, a l u m n u s / a , 
staff, extended community or 
any other individual associated 
with Rice, you are an Owl. The 
Rice Owl is the one thing that we 
all have in common — it binds 
us together as a community, 
and we should take pride in 
being Owls. 

Stephen 
Rooke 

the Conference USA Champion-
ships and the NCAA Midwest 
Regional Championships. 

But it does not end with ath-
letics. Rice s tudents 
p r o d u c e and act in 
n u m e r o u s t h e a t e r 
productions each se-
mes te r . Rice Dance 
T h e a t r e , a s tuden t -
choreographed mod-
ern dance company, 
en r i ches our under-
standing of movement 
and art. The Philhar-
monics and Low-Keys 
harmonize. Spontane-
ous Combustion goofs 

off on stage to make us laugh. 
The Baker Inst i tute Student 
F o r u m a d d r e s s e s impor tan t 
global issues. The Student As-
sociation and college cabinets 
provide student leadership. And 
students collaborate to discover, 
among other topics, cancer cures 
from zebrafish, better tools for 
carbon-neutrality and new meth-
ods of passing legislation in West 
African nations. 

It is important 

that we create a 

strong tradition of 

supporting our peers. 

What happened to 

the "Rice! Fight! 

Never die!" spirit? 

In spite of being one of the 
smallest Division-I a th le t ics 
programs, Rice's sports teams 
have had incredible success. 
The baseball team rallied to 
finish first at the end of the 
regular season and third in the 
NCAA College World Series. The 
swim team recently won Rice's 
second-ever national champion-
ship at the 2007 Open Water 
Swimming Collegiate National 
Championships. The women's 
cross-country team surprised 
eight nationally ranked com-
pet i tors at the Not re Dame 
Invitational, and then followed 
that up with victories in both 

To borrow from the Public 
Af fairs depar tment, who knew be-
ing a Rice Owl meant so much? 

Thus , I, Sammy, challenge 
every Rice Owl to never miss 
another great moment in Rice 
history. Attend Shepherd Cham-
ber Orchestra performances. 
Peruse posters presented at the 
Rice Undergraduate Research 
Sympos ium. Chee r for your 
favorite powderpuff, softball and 
ultimate frisbee teams. 

Rice s tudents already par-
ticipate in a wealth of activities, 
but we need to do a better job 
as fans. It is important that we 
create a strong tradition of sup-
porting our peers. 

I unders tand that not ev-
eryone loves football, classical 
music, architecture or politic. I 
know, however, that someone on 
this campus does and we should 
take it upon ourselves to be in the 
audience to encourage them. 

Most of all, be spirited and 
stay until the end. 

Stephen Rooke is a Hanszen 
College senior. 

Rice police officers 

need more to do than 

take out their boredom 

on students. 

On the other hand, maybe this is 
more of an issue that the Rice admin-
istration needs to deal with. Maybe 
this problem is less of a product of 
police officers' boredom and more a 
result of the lack of parking options. 
With the Abercrombie Ix)t gone 
for North College students and the 
limited spots available in the U>vett 
Ix)t, Rice students have the options 
of either getting a ticket or walking 
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Guest Column 

Make a public commitment to end the occupation of Iraq 
T h e w a r in Iraq is over. It ended, 
as journa l i s t T h o m H a r t m a n n 
wrote in 2006, when "George W. 
Bush stood below a 'Mission Ac-
complished' sign aboard 
the USS Abraham Lincoln 
and correctly declared 
that we had 'victoriously' 
defeated the Iraqi army 
and o v e r t h r o w n the i r 
government." 

With that job accom-
plished, what the United 
States is doing now in 
Iraq is no longer a war. It 
is an occupation, a deadly 
one for both sides. The 
year 2007 has been the 
deadliest year for U.S. troops in Iraq, 
with the death toll reaching 3,860 
soldiers and an additional 28,451 
more wounded. 

The deaths on the American 
side are just a drop in the bucket 
compared to the violence suffered 
by the Iraqis. New figures show that 
the number of displaced Iraqis has 
quadrupled under the so-called U.S. 
troop surge that began earlier this 
year. According to the Iraqi Red 

Sarah 
Tavlor 

Crescent, 2.3 million people have 
been forced to flee their homes. 
What is more, the Iraqi Health 
Ministry estimates 100,000-150,000 

deaths of Iraqi civilians, 
but according to opinion-
based research of Iraqi 
families, the toll could be 
as high as 1.2 million. 

In light of these num-
bers, we have to wonder 
why. Weapons of mass 
destruction? That excuse 
has become a joke to all 
of us. The real reason for 
these long-term occupa-
tions has nothing to do 
with the fear-mongering 

threat of terrorism, the establish-
ment of democracy in other coun-
tries or supposed humanitarian aid. 
If that were so, why are women are 
better educated and have more 
rights in the enemy states of Iran 
and Syria than in most Gulf Arab 
states? There is more democracy in 
the Palestinian territories, Lebanon 
and Iran than in the Bush-friendly 
countries of Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
and Kuwait. 

The real cause of our continued 
presence in these countries is the 
military-industrial complex. 

There are so many 
ways for students, 

faculty and staff to 
take a stand. 

The phrase military-industrial 
complex was first used by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in his fare-
well address to the nation. A military 
-industrial complex is formed when 
the government contracts industries 
to build weapons. These industries 
then sell their weapons to military 
organizations both at home and 
abroad. The government and weap-
ons industries become caught in a 
self-perpetuating cycle or complex 
of the industry and become depen-
dent on each other for success. On 
Jan. 17,1961, Eisenhower said: "The 
potential for the disastrous rise of 

misplaced power exists and will per-
sist ... Only an alert and knowledge-
able citizenry can compel the proper 
meshing of the huge industrial and 
military machinery of defense with 
our peaceful methods and goals, 
so that security and liberty may 
prosper together." 

Looking back, almost 47 years 
later, Eisenhower's words now seem 
forebodingly prophetic. We have 
seen direct evidence of the "disas-
trous rise of misplaced power." But 
where is our "alert and knowledge-
able citizenry"? 

Did you know that a new study 
shows that a quarter of the homeless 
are veterans, 400 of whom fought in 
Afghanistan or Iraq? Or that the war 
and occupation have thus far cost 
about half a trillion dollars to the 
federal government, equivalent to 
almost half the total defense budget? 
Bush has requested a record $190 
billion for next year, twice as much 
as in 2004. There is no end in sight 
to this madness. 

In the end, I do not need to spout 
off statistics in order to convince you 
that Iraq is a debacle: Statistically, 

two-thirds of you already oppose the 
United States' presence in Iraq. So 
what do I have to do to convince you 
to act? Other citizens already are. 
Just in the past two weeks, 18 anti-
war activists were arrested in Iowa, 
protesting outside the campaign 
offices of Rudy Giuliani and Hillary 
Clinton, both of whom supported 
the war. In Olympia, Wash., at least 
a dozen people were arrested as 
they tried to block military cargo 
shipments arriving from Iraq. 

This spring will mark the fifth 
ann iversa ry of our invasion of 
Iraq. There are so many ways for 
students, faculty and staff to take 
a stand. First, we need to educate 
ourselves. Next, we can call our 
representat ives in Congress, we 
can stage vigils and protests and 
we can sign petitions. Join student 
groups like Rice for Peace and 
Justice and Amnesty International 
and become more vocal on campus. 
Together we can make the peace 
movement stronger. 

Sarah Taylor is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
LETTERS, from page 2 

haunted by every gentle embrace 
you see that could have been a knife 
wound if we had our way. In short, 
go to heaven. 

Bonner Reed 
Jones sophomore 

May fails to support 
argument with facts 
To the editor: 

Caroline May's column on smok-
ing was factually inaccurate and 
makes her come off sounding like 
a nut ("Smoking bans nothing but 
political hot air," Nov. 9). She obvi-
ously buys into right-wing framing, 
"nanny-state" and all. Ann Coulter 
would be proud. 

Who, precisely, are these "liberal 
politicians" who stand to gain profit 
from smoking bans? Last I heard, the 
tobacco lobby had far more money 
than any anti-smoking group could 
ever put up. There is no liberal 
conspiracy to ban smoking because 
society 'vilifies' smokers. Obviously, 
we're too busy waging the War on 
Christmas. 

Also, she claims that the World 
Health Organization has issued a 
statement saying that secondhand 
smoke causes no ill effects. I'm 
sorry, is this the same WHO that said 
that "involuntary smoking involves 
exposure to the same numerous car-
cinogens and toxic substances that 
are present in tobacco smoke"? 

And that "more than 50 studies 
of involuntary smoking and lung 
cancer risk in never-smokers, espe-
cially spouses of smokers, have been 
published during the last 25 years. 
These studies have been carried out 
in many countries. Most showed an 
increased risk, especially for per-
sons with higher exposures"? 

And that the existence of the ill 
effects of secondhand smoke are 
accepted by the Center for Disease 
Control, the U.S. Surgeon General, 
the National Cancer Institute, the 
American Medical Association, the 
American Uing Association, and just 
about every other medical organiza-
tion of note? 

Perhaps Caroline, like her ap-
parent model Ann Coulter, ought 
to check her facts before making 
baseless assertions. Banning smok-
ing in places where other people are 
forced to inhale it makes sense and 
protects the public. 

Travis O'Rear 
Brown freshman 

Nonsmokers reserve 
right to comfort 
To the editor: 

Caroline May's column has some 
good points. May points out that 
there are a number of scientific 
studies that support the notion that 
secondhand smoking is not as bad 
as most people are lead to believe. 
Not being able to find these reports, 
or having done any myself, I cannot 
really comment on them. 

I, for one, support smoking bans 
because of the discomfort it causes 
me. I have faint memories of going into 
restaurants as a kid and getting major 
headaches from secondhand smoke 
across the room. Even to this day, my 
allergies flair up when someone who 
was smoking half an hour before is 
in my general vicinity. I do not say 
anything: It is their right to smoke, 
and it is my prerogative to leave the 
room. But it is also my right to, say, at-
tend smoke-free classes. Or, perhaps, 
work in a smoke-free office. 

1 am not advocating a complete 
ban on smoking. If I go into a bar, 
I know quite well that it will reek 
of cigar and cigarette smoke. That 
is cool. It is a bar. You smoke, I 
drink — everyone is happy. 

Perhaps the solution is not so 
cut and dry as "smoking is banned, 
period" or "smoke everywhere, when-
ever you feel like it." Maybe the next 
step would be to improve upon the 
"smoking section" concept with high 
volume ventilators or something. 'Dial 
way, smokers can smoke inside, and 
others do not have to sneeze. 

Michael Foree 
Will Rice junior 

Free-market concept 
not akin smoking 
To the editor: 

Anytime I hear someone advocat-
ing a free-market approach to a public-
issue, particularly a public health 
issue, I check to see if they are look-
ing to pick up a check as a lobbyist. 
In Caroline May's case, it is more 
likely part of her ongoing audition 
to replace Ann Coulter. 

But to the larger issue: Free-
market approaches to governing 
simply do not work. All one has to 
do is look at how deregulation has 
negatively affected the public to 
know that. Deregulating the savings 
and loan industry in the 1980s was a 
multi-million dollar disaster. Anyone 
paying a light bill or boarding an air-

liner can tell you how well deregulat-
ing those industries has gone. 

The free market is predisposed only 
to look at the bottom line as rationale for 
any decision. If five or ten waitpersons 
at a restaurant contract lung cancer or 
emphysema because of secondhand 
smoke inhalation, well heck, there is 
always someone else willing to take 
the chance, huh Caroline? 

R.T. Castleberry 
Rice University Purchasing Agent 

Column's reasoning 
ignores others' rights 
To the editor: 

How does condoning smoking 
under the guise of individual rights 
not violate my right of not having 
to gag on smoke-filled air when I 
am simply trying to study outside 
the Rice Memorial Center or run 
on the Outer Loop? By citing a 
scientific article that claims sec-
ondhand smoke is only marginally 
detrimental to health, Caroline May 
seems to imply that there is no gray 
area between killing me and simply 
pissing me off. 

I guess she would not mind if we 
relocated the Sid tower speakers to 
outside her bedroom window while 
we are at it? After all, we apparently 
have a right to do whatever we want 
as long as the "free market" allows 
it—whatever that means. Having to 
put up with a little extra noise when 
you are trying to study is not going 
to kill you, now is it? 

How about my right not to have 
to pay higher insurance premiums 
to support a health care system that 
spends $73 billion annually to treat 
the single most preventable cause of 
death in the United States? 

Or my right not to pull more than 
my fair share at a workplace where 
smoking coworkers on average 
spend twice as long on breaks during 
the day and take twice as many sick 
days, and then stink up the entire 
office when they return? 

Or my right not to live in a room 
that smells like an ash tray because 
the former tenant "exercised his 
individual rights" so frequently? 

What about everyone's right to 
live on a campus as beautiful as Rice's 
that's not spoiled by cigarette butts, 
the single largest source of litter in the 
United States and one of the largest 
sources of water pollution? 

If smoking actually did something 
good for anyone, besides feeding a 
chemical addiction, I would fight 
just as hard as the next person to 
allow it; but no one has the right to 

breathe carcinogens into the faces 
of people around them, dump heavy 
metals into our water supply, and 
recklessly endanger themselves and 
those around them at the sole benefit 
of the tobacco companies. 

Dane Powell 
Jones senior 

SAC clarifies article 
on Owl Days panel 
To the editor: 

As Student Admission Council 
Directors, we appreciate last week's 
coverage of our Owl Days panel discus-
sion; however, we would like to offer 
clarification of several points ("SAC to 
replace Owl Weekend with Owl Days 
for prospectives," Nov. 9). 

ITie decisive factor in replacing 
Owl Weekend with Owl Days was 
the difficulty of accommodating 
500-plus prospective students on 
campus, especially with plans for in-
creased growth. Contrary to popular 
belief, the reason that the program will 
take place early in the week is because 
previous prospective students wanted 
greater focus on attending classes, not 
because we want to discourage party-
ing during the program. Owl Days, we 
hope, will have much of the same feel 
and focus on personal interactions as 
did its multi-day predecessor, while 
allowing admitted students more 
flexibility in choosing which date to 
come visit campus. The overnight 
component is not lost, just shortened 
to one night. We expect positive re-
turns from this new setup. 

We would also like to respond to 
your suggestion of two Owl Weekends, 
one for the "party ()wls" ;md one for the 
"more academic Owls," which simply 
cannot be taken seriously ("Changes 
to Owl Weekend," Nov. 9). Please do 
not make the mistake of assuming that 
some Owls are only interested in aca-
demics and some are only interested 
in the Rice social scene; undoubtedly, 
are interested in both. 

The article also mentions asking 
prospective students to stay in a hotel 
Sunday night prior to the Monday-
Tuesday Owl Days program. This 
was an idea discussed at the meet-
ing on Wednesday and is currently 
under intense scrutiny by SAC based 
on the criticism of the students who 
attended. Programming and logistics 
for this year's ()wl Days are still being 
formulated, and we remain open to 
suggestions from Rice students, who 
may contact us by emailing the SAC 
account at ricesac@rice.edu or even 
joining our On Campus Programs 
Committee, which is in charge of 

planning Owl Days. We hope that 
with the enthusiasm of the Rice stu-
dents, our Owl Days program will be 
even more successful this year than 
programming in the past. 

Claire Shorall 
Sid Richardson junior 

Student Admission Council Co-Director 

Casey iMngwith 
Sid Richardson junior 

Student Admission Council Co-Director 

Students not above 
doing patriotic acts 
To the editor: 

This past Friday, I hoisted our 
country's flag up the RMC flagpole 
and rendered a salute as our national 
anthem played. The Veteran's Day 
ceremony was going great. 

But halfway through the anthem, 
a solitary Rice student walked right 
by the ceremony, refusing to merely 
stop and stand until the anthem fin-
ished — in front of over 100 veterans. 
He was just in too much of a hurry, 1 
guess, or perhaps he was ignorant of 
the proper protocol. 

N either is an excuse for such a poor 
display of citizenship. What is worse-
is that I am not surprised. At Rice, we 
seem to think that patriotism means 
merely voting and perhaps engaging 
in some sort of pseudo-intellectual 
activism. Standing with one's hand 
over one's heart when our national 
anthem plays, standing and remov-
ing one's hat as the flag passes in 
parades, knowing how to display and 
fold the flag — somehow these are 
too cheesy or unsophisticated for us 
educated elite. 

But that is an entirely incorrect 
a t t i tude. What o the rwi se well-
intentioned Rice students need to 
remember is that it is never wrong to 
enforce these standards. Patriotism 
is not something to be trivialized — 
its true demonstration speaks to the 
character of the individual. 

Every one of us has profited from 
the freedom and opportunity the 
United States affords its people. While 
we live safe and cushioned lives, others 
are sacrificing theirs for us. It is not too 
much to ask, at least for their sakes, to 
show a bit of the same devotion to our 
country that they show? 

"For your country. . . and for that 
flag ... never dream a dream but of 
serving her ... though the service 
carry you through a thousand hells." 
— E.E. Hale 

Josh Kirlin 
Hanszen sophomore 

f" 

I 

mailto:ricesac@rice.edu


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16,2007 

he 
So 
ou 
re. 
nti-
wa, 

ted 
'HSt 

as 
rgo 

Ifth 
of 

for 
ike 

ate 
our 
we 
ind 
?nt 
ind 
n a 1 
)US. 

act 

sou 

hat 
stu-
be 

han 

rail 
ior 

dor 

vith 
ior 

dor 

nir 
Dole 
nal 
)ay 

of 

we 
ans 

Rice turnout overflows 
GoCrossCampus servers 

by Jocelyn Wright 
I H R h S H K K I I H T O R I A I . S T A F F 

Rice en thus ias t s of GoCross-
Campus, a f ree online RISK game 
developed by s tudents from Yale 
University and Columbia Univer-
sity, may have been disappointed 
to find the g a m e put on pause 
Nov. 3. The game should be up and 
runn ing again after Thanksg iv ing 
break, Brad Hargreaves, one of the 
game ' s developers, said. 

Hargreaves said the root cause 
of the problem was the combined 
effect of the unexpected popular-
ity of GoCrossCampus at Rice as 
well as that of two g a m e s launched 
b e f o r e it, o n e at R e n s s e l e a r 
Poly technic and an Ivy League 
Championship . Approximately 30 
percent of Rice s tuden t s signed 
up to play in the first th ree days, 
someth ing Hargreaves said was 
unprecedented with games at other 
campuses . 

"At RPI we had maybe that level 
in two or th ree weeks and in the 
Ivy League Championship after two 
weeks we got up to like 15 percent ," 

Hargreaves said. "So in th ree days 
get t ing maybe 5 or 10 percent is 
reasonable, get t ing 30 percent is 
ridiculous. It's awesome, but it 's 
ridiculous." 

The heavy traffic f rom these 
games made the site lag, some-
times taking as much as 10 minutes 
to load a page, Hargreaves said. 

"Rice deserves a better quality of 
game than that, so we decided to put 
the Rice game on pause and relaunch 
it when we can make sure that we 
have the infrastructure in place to 
deal with it," Hargreaves said. 

GoCrossCampus was the brain-
child of Hargreaves, Sean Mehra , 
J e f f r y R e i t m a n and M a t t h e w 
Brimer, all from Yale, and Columbia 
student Isaac Silverman. 

W i e s s C o l l e g e j u n i o r A lex 
Mainor said GoCrossCampus was 
a fun way to procrast inate . 

"I definitely enjoyed playing 
it," he said. "It's sad that it 's gone 
because I checked it like 20 t imes a 
day. But I look forward to it coming 
back because then I can have more 
th ings to distract me from real life, 
which is always nice." 

CAMPAIGNS 
From page 1 

Alumnus Douglas Harlan 

for me. 1 know a lot of majors will 
use it." 

With a collection of campaign 
and other political materials to train 
budding politicians, Harlan hopes 
the p rogram will influence politics 
itself. He eventually wants Rice 
and o ther universi t ies to offer a 
certification program that prepares 
prospective school board member s 
to be knowledgeable about bonds , 
operational funding and relation-
ships with political executives. 

After major ing in English at 
Rice, Harlan ea rned a mas t e r ' s 

from Duke University along with 
a doctorate in political science and 
a law degree from the University 
of Texas. Later, he entered local 
politics, serving as deputy cam-
paign manager for Paul Egge r s in 
the 1970 Texas gubernator ia l race 
and manager for D.C. Norwood ' s 
congress ional campaign. 

In addition to runn ing his own 
campa igns for C o n g r e s s in the 
early 1970s, Harlan served on the 
Alamo Community College District 
board and as Just ice of the Peace 
in Bexar County Precinct 3. 

"He's certainly one of my most 
favorite and memorable s tudents ," 
Political Science Professor Gilbert 
Cu thber t son said. "In a way, he 
represented what we may call the 
old Rice, and he ranks among the 
Rice alumni I most respect ." 

Harlan said he will work to 
give more money to the p rogram 
in the future . 

Dean of Social Science Lyn Rags-
dale will oversee the program. While 
program details such as w h e r e the 
collection materials will be housed 
remain in progress , Cuthber t son is 
confident it will be successful . 

"I think | the program] will be a 
very special opportuni ty for Rice 
s tudents to become active and in-
terested in the political process ," 
Cu thber t son said. 

The fol lowing i tems were reported to the Rice University Police 
Depar tment for the period of Nov. 8-14. 

Residential Colleges 
Martel College Nov. 10 Posession of marijuana 

Academic Buildings 
Baker Hall Nov. 9 Theft 
Shepherd School Nov. 9 Theft 

Cox Building Nov. 12 Theft 

Jo1 es School Nov. 13 Theft 

Parking Lots 
South Lot Nov. 9 Burglary of a motor vehicle 

South Lot Nov. 9 Burglary of a motor vehicle 

West Lot Nov. 9 Burglary of a motor vehicle 

Lovett Let Nov. 9 Criminal mischief 

South Lot Nov. 11 Burglary of a motor vehicle 

Entrances 
Entrance 3 Nov. 1 1 Harassment 

Other Areas 
College Way Nov. 10 Posession of marijuana 

College Way Nov. 1 1 Driving while intoxicated 

L 
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Dance with the Birds of Prey 
Will Rice College junior Robbie Fraleigh and Hanszen College sophomore Emilia Stepinski dance a waltz at the I 
Rice Social Dance Society's "Dances with Owls 2007," held Sunday in the RMC's Grand Hall. 

1 XLarge Mopping Pizza $• 
four 20oz. Coca-Cola products 

m 

S 18.99 
Valid only at Kirby location 
Pelivery charges may apply 

(713)432-7272 
Expires 12/31/07 
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Bikers meet in the Academic Quad Friday in protest of the recent closing of the Beer-Bike track to accomodate addi-
tion parking for construction crew. 

Campus unites to protest closing of 
Beer-Bike track for additional parking 

by Sarah Rutledge 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

In the first Beer-Bike, students 
rode around the Inner Loop. So 
when 30 students and Beer-Bike 
coordinators rode their bikes in 
the Inner Loop Friday to protest the 
closure of the Beer-Bike track, they 
were treading familiar ground. 

The protest began at Willy's 
statue where protestors signed a 
petition to open the track, which is 
closed until January. 

Wiess College senior Brandon 
Chalifoux said he organized the 
protest as a peaceful way of calling 
attention to the closure of the track 
and a way to speak to the staff about 
keeping the track open. 

"We didn't want to make it seem 
like we were trying to be negative," 
Chalifoux said. "We decided we would 
run a friendly protest ride to show we 

have student support and there are 
more than just two or three people 
who want to use the track." 

Chalifoux said he spoke to Di-
rector of Administrative Services 
Eugen Radulescu on Tuesday about 
keeping the track open. Chalifoux 
said he wants the administration to 
either move the construction park-
ing to West Lot or to put up stop 
signs to allow parking and bikers 
on the track. 

Radulescu said moving the park-
ing for construction workers to the 
student parking lots would compli-
cate the gated parking lot system. 
He said using the track for biking 
and parking might be a viable op-
tion, though he does not predict the 
track opening before next semester. 
He said not enough students use the 
track now to justify keeping it open 
for the year. 

Wiess junior Patricia Ladd, who 

participated in the protest, said she 
will miss the bike track. 

"Everytime I pass by, there 's 
someone on [the t r a c k ] L a d d said. 
"People from the neighborhood use 
the track, so it's not just Rice people 
who use it." 

Although it was a physical work-
out for all involved, Ladd said the 
protest brought the bikers together 
in their goal. 

"We rode around the Inner Loop, 
and when we saw people on bikes we 
would scream, 'Join us!' and tried to 
sing songs of solidarity, like Queen's 
'Bicycle Race'," she said. "I'm angry 
about it being closed, but I also like 
sticking it to the man." 

Radulescu said if no change 
occurs, the track is still scheduled 
to open the first week of classes in 
January. If more construction park-
ing is needed after Beer-Bike, the 
track will again be closed. 

LAUREN SCHOEFFLER/THRESHER 

Hanszen to open new 
Men's Resource Center 

by Lily Chun 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

The Women's Resource Center 
will now have a counterpart at Han-
szen College, as students there ap-
proved a proposal for the formation 
of a Men's Resource Center. 

The MRC would be housed in 
a Hanszen quad, which would be 
furnished with three sofas and a 
big-screen TV. Each year, a differ-
ent quad will be voted to house the 
MRC. This year, the MRC will be 
housed in the quad of co-founders 
Eric Kim and Jake Araujo. Kim, a 
Hanszen senior, said having a ca-
sual environment would help guys 
address their problems. 

"We think it would be nice to 
have a comfortable atmosphere to 
sit down, relax and just talk about 
problems," Kim said. "Guys are 
usually afraid to seek out help or 
feel awkward doing so." 

Kim said the MRC plans to host 
different activities including play-
ing paintball, promoting prostate 
cancer awareness, spend time with 
underprivileged kids and having 
professors from different fields 
and backgrounds lecture on what 
it means to be a man. 

"We were thinking of having 

an Asian professor , a Hispanic 
professor and an American profes-
sor each talk about what it means 
to be a man in their cultures," 
Kim said. 

Kim said the MRC is open to 
s u g g e s t i o n s and the activit ies 
may not be the same every year, 
b e c a u s e d i f f e r e n t c o m m i t t e e 
heads will be elected each year. 
The budget for the MRC, which 
is recalculated each semester, will 
come from Hanszen. Kim said the 
MRC could potentially expand to 
the entire campus if it is successful 
at Hanszen. 

Hanszen sophomore Chris Lin 
said she thinks the biggest issue 
with the MRC is that it could 
mock the WRC if it is not taken 
seriously. 

"In the right hands, tin MRC 
will be very positive for Hanszen 
and become a good resource or 
a good place for both men and 
women to talk about mens' issues," 
Lin said. 

Kim said he wanted to empha-
size that the activities hosted by 
the MRC are never going to be 
exclusively for men. 

"We want to include women in 
our activities," Kim said. "It's not 
an exclusive thing at all." 

Lowman officially promoted 
to vice provost position 

by Dale Swartz 
F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

Sara Lowman, who has served 
as vice provost and university 
librarian in an interim capacity 
since March, was officially pro-
moted to the position this week. 
She took over for the previous 
university librarian, Chuck Henry, 
who left to head a nonprofit group 
in Washington. 

As university librarian, Low-
man is responsible for overseeing 
the Digital Media Center, Digital 
Library Initiative and Fondren 
Library's collaboration with the 
Jesse H. Jones Graduate School 
of Management 's Business Infor-
mation Center. She will work in 
planning and strategy for these 
departments. 

LAUREN SCHOEFFLER/THRESHER 

Wiess College junior Patricia Ladd signs the protest Protestors make their way to the Inner Loop to bike around for 
the closing of the Beer-Bike track. 30 minutes. 

Vice Provost and University Librarian 
Sara Lowman 

"My responsibility is to be aware 
| of what's happening on campus and 
| bring that information back to the 

library in order to improve and sup-
j port what other people on campus 
I are doing," Lowman said. 

Lowman said her tenure at Rice 
: has given her a unique perspective on 
| the library's efficacy, both now and in 
I the future. She is particularly proud 
1 of the success of the renovation that 
! was completed last year. As a result, 
i she said more students are studying 
i in Fondren than ever before. 

But, Lowman said, the library still 
has room for improvement. 

The staff is currently implement-
ing suggestions from a large-scale 
survey conducted last year. Some 
improvements will be rapid and 

tangible; others will be behind the 
scenes. For instance, the staff is 
currently working with Informa-
tion Technology to purchase more 
computers that can be linked to 
Owlnet. 

The staff is also exploring ways 
to make searching the online catalog 
and databases more efficient, and to 
put course reserves on Owlspace. 

"The library is a service organi-
zation," Lowman said. "If we're not 
meeting students' needs, we want to 
know what we can do to improve." 

The library staff is also look-
ing for other ways to market the 
library's services and show that it 
extends farther than the walls of 
Fondren, and is beginning to use 
blogs and online resource tools like 
Facebook and YouTube. 

"We hope that students continue 
to find the library relevant as their 
primary information source, and 
that it remains the intellectual cen-
ter of the campus," she said. 

A native of Iowa, Lowman ma-
jored in biology and Russian studies 
at Carleton College in Minnesota. 
After working in a lab one summer, 
she decided that she didn't want 
to be a scientist, and went on to 
earn a master's degree in library 
and information science from the 
University of Iowa. 

"I had worked in the libraries at 
Carleton and had really enjoyed it," 
Lowman said. "I thought I would 
try becoming ;i librarian. If I liked 
it, great, if not I would try some-
thing else." 

She ended up liking it. After 
moving to Texas with her husband, 
she was hired by Rice as a science 
librarian and has been here for 
22 years. 

"I never thought I'd be here 
this long, but I've really enjoyed 
working here, living in Houston, 
and being part of the Rice com-
munity," she said. 

Lowman served as director of 
Fondren from 2000 to 2007. Her 
duties then dealt with day-to-day 
internal library operations. She 
oversaw circulation, special collec-
tions and operations, in addition io 
troubleshooting. 

Before that, she served as head 
of reference at Fondren and assis-
tant university librarian for public 
services. 
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TAYLOR JOHNSON FOR THE BAKER INSTITUTE 

Words of wisdom from an old economist 
Economics professor and former Rice president Malcolm Glllis spoke at the Baker Institute for Public Policy Monday as a part of the What Matters to Our Leaders and Why? lecture series. P,illis 
spoke on the impact of unsustainable growth on the future and the state of public health education in the United States. 

5 
Move 

Thanks for using a. 

driver— 
73% of college students do! 
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R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y M A T T E R S 
A N H E U S E R B U f t C H . I N C 

National Association 

of Stat* Universities 

and Land-Grant Colleges 

According to the U S Census Bureau, the majority of college students are of legal drinking age 
However, those under 21 should not dnnK at all 

"Source: American College Health Association. 2006 
©2007 Anh^uM* Btjsch. Inc. St Louis, M O 



THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16.2007 

Campus-wide Halo tournament ends in close Martel victory 
by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While Jones and Sid Richardson 
Colleges may be focusing their 
cheering efforts for the upcoming 
powderpuff playoffs, Martel Col-
lege just gained bragging rights 
as victor in another popular Rice 
activity: Halo. 

Martel triumphed in a 5-3 victory 
over Hanszen College in the finals of 
a campus-wide Halo Tournament or-
ganized by Martel Resident Associate 
Jeff Frey and held at Willy's Pub. 

The winning team, of juniors 
Nathan Smith, Justin Maxwell and 
Jordan Davis and seniors Matthew 
Drwenski and Javier Guerro, received 
a Microsoft Xbox 360 gaming system 
and gift certificates to Best Buy. 

One team of four to five students 
from each residential college partici-
pated in the tournament. A prelimi-
nary tournament was held last week 

at the Pub to select the best team from 
each college. During the finals, the 
teams were divided into three-team 
pools to determine the seeding for a 
single elimination tournament. The 
first team to get five flag captures or 
the most flag captures in 15 minutes 
won each round. 

Guerro described the tournament 
as energetic and competitive. 

"We had a lot of fun," he said. "It's 
been a long time since I've been part of 
an event with that kind of energy and 
the games that we played were for the 
most part very tight games so there 
was never a point where you didn't 
have time to be excited about it." 

Drwenski said he hoped the suc-
cess of the tournament would make 
it a recurring event. 

"It's just like any intramural 
sport," he said. "Competition in 
Halo and other video games should 
become as permanent as powderpuff 
or flag football." 

JF§&." IAN WHtfE/TWttSHER 

Jones CoHege juniors Daniel Antworth, Jeffrey To, Raymond Chun and Chuan U compete at the Halo 2 tournament. 
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Martel College Junior Justin Maxwell, senior Javier Guerro and junior Jordan Davis show their savage side. This Martel team rolled to the championship of of Rice's first Halo 2 tournament. 
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Sing-a-long 
Cruz (left) and Adam (right) of the Studemont Project, a local down-tempo rock group, peform at KTRU's free 
concert last Friday in front of Valhalla. The Jonx, a local punk rock group, also peformed at the concert. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• Director of Technology JD Leonard said students in need of a ride to Bush 
Intercontinental Airport for Thanksgiving Break can use the Ride Finder on 
the SA website, sa.rice.edu, to organize a carpool. 

• Will Rice College Senator Kyle Clark said Game Night will take place 
Nov. 16 from 8 to 11 p.m. in the Hanszen College commons. 

• Internal Vice President Matt Youn said the deadline for applications 
to the South Colleges Renovation Committee has been extended to 
Nov. 16. Applications are available on the SA website and can be sent by e-mail 
to matt.youn@rice.edu. 

• Brown College senior Sara Lark is the student representative to the Dean 
of Natural Sciences Search Committee, SA President Laura Kelley said. 

• Rice Houston Humane Society was approved. Contact Lovett College 
freshman Lizzie Carey at lizzie.carey@rice.edu for more information. 

• Open Magazine was approved. Contact Wiess College sophomore Rachel 
Solnick at rachei.e.solnick@rice.edu for more information. 

• REACH (Rice Engaged in Area Children's Hospital) was approved. Contact 
Brown College senior Sara Lark at slark@rice.edu for more information. 

• Director of Communications Stephen Rooke presented the commemora-
tive T-shirts for the football team's Nov. 24 game against the University of 
Tulsa. They will be available for $3 during the game on Nov. 17 or for $5 
at the SA meeting Nov. 19. 

• Director of Academy and Research Computing Gary Kidney encouraged 
student input on improvements to Owlnet and student printing around 
campus. He can be reached at gkidney@rice.edu. 

• Rice University Police Chief William Taylor explained RUPD's efforts to 
address the growing number of thefts on campus. Th-j program of pre-
emptively stealing articles left unattended will now extend beyond Fondren 
Library and will be implemented throughout campus. 

• The results of the Academic Calendar Survey were presented to the 
Senate. They are available at sa.rice.edu and were presented to the Faculty 
Senate executive council meeting on Nov. 14. 

• The Senate approved the Student Life Committee's request for funds 
for a study break during finals and the Executive Committee's request to 
buy a remote control for the projector. 

The SA will meet next Monday at 10 p.m. at Farnsworth Pavillion. 

FARMERS WEAR JEANS. 
NOT LAB COATS. 

'"'a-* 

How our chicken is raised, naturally, makes all the difference. 

In fact, both the chicken and pork we serve in Texas 

are free of antibiotics and added growth hormones, 

fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely. 

We think that meat raised naturally is better. 

Serving naturally raised meat is another step in our 

ongoing Food With Integrity journey - bringing you 

the best ingredients from the best sources. 

M E X I C A N G R I L L 

SERVING A N T I B I O T I C - F R E E CHICKEN IN TEXAS 

F A N N I N & D R Y D E N 

mailto:matt.youn@rice.edu
mailto:lizzie.carey@rice.edu
mailto:rachei.e.solnick@rice.edu
mailto:slark@rice.edu
mailto:gkidney@rice.edu
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Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston, Texas 77030 ;; 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 
Houston, Texas 77030 

* 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 
1515 Holcombe Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 77030 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
6100 Main Street 

Houston, Texas 77005 

ALL students & employees -
1/2 deposit 

Waived admin fee 
No application fee 

Any resident transferred wi th school or company can give 
a 30-day notice and will be released from the lease contract. 

Letter from employer or school required. 

Mon - Thurs 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm 

Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 
• 
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weekly 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
November 30. 

MUSIC 

Peter, Bjorn 
and John 

If whistles and happy Swedes 

turn you on musically, listen 

to Peter Bjorn and John. 

Known for their single "Young 

Folks," audible from time to 

time on KTRU, this band visits 

Houston Friday, Nov. 23. Show 

starts at 9 p.m., and tickets 

are available online. 

Warehouse Live 

813 St. Emanuel Street 

www.warehouselive.com 

KPFT Fall 
Concert Series 

KPFT 90.1 FM's fall concert 

series, which encompasses 

Houston's cultural diversity, 

continues on Sunday, Nov. 18 

from 4-7 p.m. featuring Vinyl 

Spin. Performances include 

world music, turntables, hip 

hop, texas music and latino 

bands. Tune to 90.1 

for details. 

Miller Outdoor Theatre 

Hermann Park 

www.milleroutdoortheatre.com 

BALLET 

The Nutcracker 

The Houston Ballet performs 

Tchaikovsky's masterpiece 

every year, and it is one of 

Houston's great Christmas 

season traditions. Join 

Clara as she travels through 

fantasy lands when the 

production opens Friday. 

Nov. 23 . Tickets are 

available online. 

Brown Theatre 

501 Texas 

www.houstonballet.org 
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Brown's Superstar rejoices in superb performance 
by Evan Mintz 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The original Jesus Christ Superstar 
by Tim Rice and Andrew I Joyd Webber 
was a glitzy, if controversial, rock opera 
interpretation of Jesus Christ's last 
days. But in the Brown CollegeTheater 
production, director Stephan Hammel 
attempts to strip away the glitz and 
turn Superstar into a legitimate, even 
dramatic, work of theater. 

'jesus christ superstar* 

/ 

u 
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16 and 17 at Brown 
College Commons 

$5 Rice 
$7 Non-Rice 

And for all the issues that could 
come from such an experimental leap, 
for all the problems that arise from 
holding a musical in a college com-
mons, for all the usual troubles within 
any college production, Martel College 
sophomore Charlie McKean's perfor-
mance as Jesus forgives all sins. 

McKean's acting is on a messianic-
level, fully capturing Christ's internal 
struggle with his destiny, all with a 
vocal intensity that could knock Saul 
off his hor ;e. McKean captures a man 
tempted by women and power, stoic 
but unsure in his duty, which ends with 
him crucified on stage. It was enough 
to make this Jew forgive the inherent 
anti-Semitism of the passion tale. 

But the passion does not stop at 
Jesus. Mary Magdalene's (bioengi-
neering graduate student Stephanie 
Nemir) burgeoning love for Jesus is 
powerful enough to make Christ's 
sinlessness painfully obvious. King 
Herod's (Lovett College junior Paul 
Early) song and dance number had 
people rolling in the aisles. And the 
high-energy chorus imbues the whole 
production with aholy spirit that lets the 
stripped-down performance keep the 
audience's attention. 

The irony of such strong charac-

- • 
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Martel College sophomore Charlie McKean plays Jesus in Brown College Theater's production of Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber's Jesus Christ Superstar. McKean delivers a compelling performance of the doomed messiah in this rock opera. 

ters is that they take the focus off of 
Judas, who should be the focus in his 
own self-proclaimed Gospel. Lovett 
freshman Ryan Botts does an excel-
lent job of playing up Judas' frustration 
as he tries to get Jesus' attention in 
the midst of the adoring fans — and 
women. But at times he plays it up a 
bit too much, coming off more like 
a pouty emo-kid than Jesus ' truly 
concerned friend. And his scratchy 
technique does not make the teen-
emo resemblance any less. Indeed, 
it would have been nice if Judas had 
stopped spitting through his teeth and 
let out a strong musical note along 
with the rest of the cast. 

Never theless , Botts ' enuncia-
tion problems could merely be a 
metaphor for the fact that history 
did not really understand Judas' in-
tent to save what Jesus worked for 
in the midst of Christ's rising star-

dom, which results in a plan gone 
obviously awry. 

But the real star performance 
is Hammel's direction. For Ham-
mel, a Brown senior, the Christ 's 
last temptation was not power, as 
Satan offered, but sex. Whe the r 
through replacing Simon Zealots' 
(Jones College sophomore Rebecca 
Henderson) sword with a distinctly 
less phallic temptation or Mary 
Magda lene ' s cons tan t c a r e s se s , 
everyone is after Jesus ' attention. 
So when Judas gets jealous, one has 
to wonder exactly what he is jeal-
ous of. And in an amazing ending, 
Hammel reveals who actually loved 
Jesus the most. Although at times, 
Hammel seems like he is not sure 
whether he wants to play up some 
of the camp or not, leading to some 
confusion about the intimidating 
Caiaphas (Jones sophomore Alex 

Lamber t) and his Disneyesque, bum-
blingly evil sidekick priests—Annas 
(Brown College sophomore Caro-
line Turner) and other priests (Baker 
College junior Barron Stone, Martel 
sophomore Chris Lenzini and Jones 
sophomore Stephen Nelson). 

Yes, there are inevitable problems 
with clunking microphones interrupt-
ing what should be dramatic silences. 
And the often-lackluster orchestra 
had trouble creating the exciting mo-
mentum necessary for a rock opera, 
especially during the awkwardly long 
overture. But the core problem—and 
it is a stretch to point this out—is that 
this performance deserved a better 
venue than a college commons. If 
there is any theater god, Suberstar 
will stage a year-end resurrection, 
complete with an orchestra pit and 
acoustics that would let this opera 
truly rock. 

RTV5 premieres 
shows, episodes 
by Mat thew McKee 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEE 

While the screenwri ters ' guild str ike may 
have s t u d e n t s l amen t ing t h e loss of new 
episodes of their favorite network television 
programs, Rice's own television network is 
premier ing new content and new shows. 

Rice Television 5, the s tudent-run organi-
zation that manages channel 5 and s t r eams 
shows at rtv5.rice.edu, has doubled its mem-
bership over the past semester , s t reamlined 
equipment and increased content output with 
new programs and new episodes of old station 
favorites. 

Last spring, the station m e m b e r s heavily 
adver t ised their organization to new s tudents 
dur ing Owl Weekend ' s "24-Hour Show" and 
promoted their new show Top Cocktail for cur-
rent s tudents . RTVS's P rogramming Director 
Brett Snider said the effor t paid off. 

"I feel like the s t ra tegies we set up last 
year with visibility and g a t h e r i n g outs ide 
content have worked," Snider, a Hanszen Col-
lege senior, said. "It was a skeleton crew last 
year, and I feel like [this year] we ' re at least 
functionally manned and still on the lookout 
for new content ." 

For creative minds looking for an outlet, the 
staff offered its equipment and exper t ise to get 
ideas off the ground. New content has emerged 
from this push, including the new res taurant 
review series Chewston, more hos ts for the Rice 
Interview Series, in which s tudents interview 
prominent m e m b e r s o f t h e Rice community, and 
ideas for a show like Coffee Talk, where hos ts 
review coffee shops and interview interest ing 

people from Rice. 
"Mostly it was people just 

showing up with show ideas," 
Will Fischer, the station's direc-
tor of technology, said. "Most 
people don't realize how open 
RTV is." 

The station has also taken 
upon itself to film campus events 
ranging from Brown College 
Thea te r ' s Jesus Christ Superstar 
to Secular Students of Rice's 

See RTV, page 14 

Dead Guy from Wiess Tabletop gives 
lively set, somewhat unhealthy cast 
by M a t t h e w McKee 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEE 

Dead theater can come to life with just a little 
morbid humor . Scripts like The Dead Guv hit 
a golden form of comedy when a character is 
scheduled to die at the end of a play, and the 
audience laughs at him constantly. 

'the dead guv' 
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Playing Nov. 16 and 17 in 

the Wiess Commons 
$5 Admission 

WiessTabletop Theater 's performance of The 
Dead Guy has plenty of morbid jokes to throw 
around. The comedy will have the audience in 
stitches. And while the acting in this company 
lacks a pulse in too many places, a lively technical 
crew gives this production a great shine. 

Deadbea t Eldon Phelps (Wiess College se-
nior Dar ren DeFreeuw) and television producer 

Gina Yaweth (Baker College sophomore 
Linda Permenter ) open The Dead Guy in a 
res taurant , talking about Gina's new idea for 
a reaHty show. She proposes that Eldon, who 
seems to live every day like April 20, be the 
star of "The Dead Guy." He will receive $1 
million to live as he pleases for a week, but 
after seven days, he has to die in a way the 
audience chooses . After this exposition, the 
premise is set, Eldon signs the fatal contract , 
and the camera s tar ts rolling. Unfortunately 
for him, the clock also s tar t s ticking. 

Direc tors Alex Mainor and Adam Ells-
wor th , both Wiess juniors, chose to liter-
ally have a camera rolling on stage, with 
two sc reens displaying live feeds on e i ther 
side of the audience. The studio audience 
a tmosphe re captures the spectator feeling 
of reality shows, and fake commercials pro-
jected on a screen heighten that effect. This 
is a complicated electrical set-up that goes 
a long way to take the audience somewhere 

See DEAD GIT, page 14 
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Eldon Phelps (Wiess College senior Darren DeFreeuw) confronts the camera in Wiess Tabletop's The 
Dead Guy. Eldon is given $1 million and seven days to live. Here, he is pledging to live It up. 

http://www.warehouselive.com
http://www.milleroutdoortheatre.com
http://www.houstonballet.org
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FredClaus fails Christmas 
season with poor slapstick 
by Jackie Ammons 
THRESHER STAFF 

A baggy-eyed Vince Vaughn pop-
ping out of a fireplace is not a pretty 
sight. In fact, it is rather disgusting 
and downright disturbing. 

'fred claus' 

DEAIN TABAKOWTHRESHER 
Students of Rice Dance Theater perform in the company's fall show Last Call, which features nine dance sections. 

Graceful yet repetitive segments in RDT show 
by Nikki Metzgar 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice s tudents know about dance 
as much as they know about dating; 
that is, not very much. 

'last call' 

• • • o f five 

Playing Nov. 16 and 17 
in the Recreation Center 

$5 Rice 
$7 Non-Rice 

The popular presumption is that 
modern dance pe r fo rmance just 
requi res azelle-like leaps and the 
fetal position. Rice Dance T h e a t r e 
appears to agree , filling up the 
hour-long fall concer t Last Call 
with many graceful yet repetit ive 
rendit ions of both, while manag-
ing to create emotional r e sonance 
even with t h e s e famil iar body 
forms. 

Last Call is organized into nine 
separate dance segments , e ight 
of which are choreographed by 

s tudents . The o ther is the work 
of RDT director Rebecca Vails. 
T h e Fresh Rice Breakers bus t a 
hip move in the fifth set, radically 
breaking up the tone of the rest of 
the hour without ha rm. 

Much like watching a girl fi-
nagle her number into a boy's cell 
phone on the Inner Loop shutt le 
draws attention and awe, the varied 
limb stretching and balancing of 
RDT seems incredible. How do 
they do it? While the re is a lot of 
general leaping and arm swooping 
going on, none of these actions 
are simply pe r fo rmed . Th is much 
is obvious, especially when the 
s t rugg le reg i s te r s on the danc-
ers ' faces. 

The first piece, "Septembers ," 
works well as a pleasant and ac-
cessible opener with nice visuals 
and awe- insp i r ing m o v e m e n t s . 
Choreographed by Hanszen Col-
lege senior Nancy O'Connor, the 
movements are fluid and, because 
of the blue cos tuming , con ju r e 
images of moving water. In one 

of the that was cool m o m e n t s of 
"Last Call," Will Rice College junior 
Marie McKinnon hois t s herself 
upside-down onto the legs of Sid 
Rich senior Eleanor Weaver. 

T h e fou r th s e g m e n t "Places 
Parallel," choreographed by Will 
Rice jun io r Melody Munoz , is 
darker and more mechanical in 
movement and musical accompani-
ment than its p redecessors . Each 
dancer wears one maroon glove 
and leg warmer , swa rming t h e 
stage to Nine Inch Nails' "Beside 
You in Time." 

Then the Fresh Rice B r eake r s 
take the stage. In what is a b reak 
dancing tradition, although slightly 
baffl ing for the conce r tgoe r in the 
ballet context , dance r s enci rc le 
each o ther encouragingly head-
bobbing and cheer ing . Rice alum 
Marina Post (Will Rice '07) was 
a s tandout while Baker College 
f r e shman Weikei Yu mostly did the 
Robot. It was an effective cont ras t 
but tended to be repetitive 

See DANCE, page 14 
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now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

Nevertheless, this picture sets the 
scene ofFred Claus, the f i r s t Christmas 
film of this season. It follows the life 
of Santa Claus' (The Nanny Diaries 
Paul Giamatti) brother Fred {The 
Break-Up's Vaughn), a party animal 
who does not buy into tliewhole Christ-
mas tiling. The movie starts with the 
moment Fred sees his brother come 
into the world uttering "Ho, ho, ho," 
and ends with Fred helping Nick save 
the world from the evil clutches of the 
accountant Clyde (Superman Returns 
Kevin Spacey), who wants to shut 
down the Nor th Pole for some reason. 
Extensions to the plot involve familial 
tension with Fred's parents (Charlotte's 
Web's Kathy Bates and Kevin Peacock 
of "Kingdom") and his on-again-off-
again relationship with his girlfriend 
(Eragons Rachel Weisz). 

The basic problem of Claus is 
that it tries to cover too many bases. 
These divergent goals cause Claus 
to be disjointed and confusing — the 
potential talent in this film spreads 
itself thin. It wants to be funny, yet 
address serious family problems; 
it wants to be a classic Christmas 
movie, yet continually drops modern 
themes and pop culture references. 
Think of the classic It's a Wonderful 
Life, which incorporates Christmas 
themes without dabbling too much 
in reality. 

Claus, in contrast, is too realistic. It 
is not too realistic in the sense that it 
denies the existence of the North Pole 
or fails to include Santa sliding down 
the chimney on Christmas Eve. Rather, 
it takesaway the wonder children have 
at the magic of Christmas by showing 
Santa's mother's anguished screams 

in childbirth and Fred's psychological 
problems in Siblings Anonymous. 
While Claus attempts to make the film 
more hip, more up-to-date and more 
comical with these seemingly realistic-
elements, it just crashes and burns by 
confusing children and ending up flat 
on the comedy side. 

While Claus attempts to capture 
the Christmas spirit with warm, fuzzy 
family values and twinkling Christmas 
lights, it fails to capture the mood of 
a U uly heartfelt Christmas movie. It 
reduces itself to a mere screwball com-
edy that focuses more on the slapstick 
than on the Christmas theme. Actions 
like stealing money from the Salvation 
Army and knocking over department 
store Santas with children's toys make 
the comedy appropriate for anything 
but Christmas. 

l i t i s failure to capture the Christ-
mas spirit may also be due to the fact 
that Claus is too much like other holiday 
films. The movie covers the banal "let's 
save Christinas" theme of Santa Claus, 
the tired "I believe in Santa" mantra of 
Miracle on 34th Street and the worn-out 
elf jokes of Elf. 

More annoying than the un-
Chr i s tmas spirit of Fred Claus is 
Fred ' s constant babbling through-
out the film. It is as if Vaughn 
e schews the script for ineloquent, 
s tut ter ing improv. While the char-
ac te r ' s personal i ty may call for 
some uncomfor table dialogue, it 
should not be at the expense of the 
audience ' s sanity. 

On the other hand, Giamatti lives 
up to his reputation as a versatile actor. 
While he can be crazed in one film 
such as Big Fat Liar and insightful in 
Sideways, Giamatti yet again surprises 
audience with his soft-hearted and 
genuinely jolly Santa. 

Nevertheless, aside f rom Gia-
matti 's excellent acting, Fred Claus 
remains a bizarre and disjointed 
waste of time. Hie random, scat-
tered plot and fast-paced zigzags can 
grab attention superficially, but the 
film is empty and purposeless. Even 
replacing Vince Vaughn with Jimmy 
Stewart could not have saved Fred 
Claus's Christmas. 
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RTV 
From page 11 

"Ask an Atheist" forum. 
Brittanie Wallace, a Baker 

College junior, is preparing the 
new show Chewston with Fischer. 
She said the idea came to her in a 
conversation with Fischer over the 
summer and that the execution has 
been easy and enjoyable. 

Chewston shows Fischer and 
Wallace eating in different res-
taurants and commenting on their 
experiences. Three episodes have 
been filmed, and the first episode, 
a segment on the Mint Cafe located 
near the Galleria, will air soon. 

Wallace said she wanted to show 
students the restaurants around 
Houston that may not be well-known 
among Rice students. She said she 
always tries to mention prices and 
locations so students can access 
these oft-missed restaurants. 

"The [Rice] Village is not the 
most interest ing place in the 
world," she said. "There are lots 
of places in Houston that would 
do well to have Rice students' 
business . Just because some-
thing's far away doesn't mean it's 
expensive." 

This new content has not come at 
the expense of popular shows. A new 
season of the popular Top Cocktail, 

the game show where contestants 
mix drinks for judges, has been 
filmed, and a live taping is planned 
for the President's Study Break Dec. 
9. Fischer, a Will Rice College junior, 
said new equipment, such as wireless 
microphones, has made taping easier 
and more professional. 

Even with many new members 
building ideas, Station Manager Dan 
Derozier, who is also the Thresher 
cartoonist, said the core members 
of RTV5, those that helped build the 
station and launch new content, were 
inspired by Top Cocktail's success. 
This show was the station's main 
project last year, and it occupied the 
small staff's time considerably 

"Once we started doing Top 
Cocktail, we realized we could 
handle our own production a lot 
better, and we can actually do it 
really well," Derozier, a Hanszen 
senior, said. "It excites people to 
be a part of it." 

Fischer, who has participated 
in RTV5 since he came to Rice, is 
surprised and pleased with these 
new developments. 

"When I was a freshman, I was 
really pessimistic about out viewer 
base," Fischer said. "We've just 
upped the ante." 

DEAD GUY 
From page 11 

besides the Wiess Commons. It 
works well and steps out of the 
mold of the typical audience-stage 
separation. 

Unfortunately, many acting mis-
fires hinder the production. Per-
menter and DeFreeuw, the stars 
of the show, start off awkwardly. 
Maybe Rice theater has trouble 
with two-person meal scenes this 
semester, but the amateur timing 
and interaction happens around the 
staged tables all too often. 

DeFreeuw, in this scene and 
throughout the play, is as com-
pelling as an autopsy report. He 
exhibits no dramatic range. This 
could be a constructed way to 
show Eldon's loser personality, 
but as the character changes from 
drunken profligate to struggling 
philanthropist to troubled lover, De-
Freeuw never changes his flat vocal 
delivery and stiff body language. 
Because Eldon's shift is really quite 
dramatic, DeFreeuw is a major 
disappointment. He only changes 
tone in a hilarious scene when he 
is raging drunk with two hookers 
in Disneyland. If DeFreeuw had 
just let go of his inhibitions more 
often, his role would have come off 
much better. 

P e r m e n t e r ' s p e r f o r m a n c e , 

DANCE 
From page 12 

Oddly following the Breakers 
is Vall's non-student "Memoirs," 
which is an extract from "Memoirs 
of Sisterhood," a performance 
premiering at DiverseWorks in 
December. If Samuel Beckett had 
ever choreographed a dance, it 
would look a lot like this. Vails, 
who dances in her own segment, 
spends the first quarter of the 
performance ensconced behind 
a sculpture resembling a bird 
house with a bloody wedding 
dress affixed to it. Meanwhile, 
McKinnon lies on the far end of 
the stage curled up in, indeed, 
the fetal position. Once the two 
dancers begin to interact, however, 
their movements speak to the 
protective relationship between 
two women. 

Hecuba features new actors, great 
set in performance that lacks drama 
by Lily Chun 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Before watching the Depart-
ment of Visual and Dramatic Arts' 
production of Euripides' Hecuba, 
audience members have to realize 
two things. First, the production 
is composed of beginning theater 
students who have never been in 
a stage production before. Second, 
only well-seasoned actors can pull 
off boring and verbose Greek plays. 
The question one must ask, then, is 
what was the department thinking 
when it decided to give beginning 
actors such complex material? 

'hecuba' 

luckily, goes much differently. 
Gina is the play's heart. She grows 
attached to Eldon and struggles 
with the problem of killing him, 
illustrating a key theme of The Dead 
Guy. In her is the age-old conflict 
of duty and desire — here, profit 
and humanity. Permenter misses a 
few chances to tackle this conflict 
more, particularly in the scenes 
with Eldon. Permenter tends to be 
melodramatic as the overbearing 
producer here, especially when 
scolding Eldon. 

However, when Pe rmen te r 
catches her stride, she is captivating. 
A few precious night-time scenes 
show Gina at her weakest and most 
revealing, and when Permenter gets 
into those moods, sheholds the audi-
ence in the palm of her hand. Those 
scenes have a magic found in few 
college theater productions. 

The dramatic conflict in Gina 
laced with morbid jokes about 
Eldon's death comes to a climactic 
finale that makes a rather listless 
hero and mediocre cast of extras 
worthwhile. WiessTabletop might 
have spared a few moments from 
the cords to improve their cast, yet 
The Dead Guy is one this semester's 
best spoken performances. 

• • o f five 
Playing Nov. 16 and 17 in 

the Hamman Hall 
Free admission 

Baker College senior Vicki 
Romo plays Hecuba, the queen 
of the defeated Trojans, in Frank 
McGuiness' adaptation. The play 
begins with a prologue by Hecuba's 
deceased son Polydorus (Lovett 
College junior Trevor Pittinger). 
But Hecuba still has children to 
mourn, as the Greeks demand 
her daughter Polyxena (Lovett 
sophomore Alexandria Anderson) 
be sacrificed to avenge the slain 
Achilles. When Odysseus (Baker 
sophomore Jordan Jaffe) comes 
to take Polyxena away, Hecuba 
pleads for her daughter's life to no 
avail. Further tragedy strikes the 
poor Hecuba until she is forced to 
prepare the funerals for all of her 
children. 

The brochure gives fair warn-
ing to the audience: "What you 

will see can not be judged by 
the same criteria that you might 
use for a professional production 
because many of the students 
are exploring new territory, and 
this is their very first time to be 
involved in a Theatre Program 
production." Sure enough, the ac-
tors are mediocre at best. 

In a telling circumstance, the 
real star performers of the play 
are the inanimate objects. The 
jagged rocks that serve as the 
backdrop to the tragedy set an 
overall melancholic tone. Man-
nequins representing the chorus 
look intimidating with their masks 
and robes. Well-timed lighting 
transitions smoothly from place to 
place. Well-executed dry ice gives 
the play a creepy undertone. The 
costumes are also well-designed, 
with each character looking the 
part of a regal Greek. However, that 
is where substantial praise ends. 

Perhaps the most outstanding 
performance is by Pittinger, in his 
bookend roles as Polydorus and 
Polymestor. Pittinger gives excite-
ment to the play as the enraged 
ghost of Polydorus at the beginning 
and as the blinded Polymestor at 
the end. His use of gesture and abil-
ity to project puts his performance 
on par with those of seasoned ac-
tors in college theater. 

As Hecuba, Romo sticks to one 
emotion through the entire play: 
grief on the verge of breaking down 
into a pool of tears. Romo sounds 
like she is constantly fake sobbing, 
without any variance in emotion. 
Rarely do people cry so much, 
but perhaps it is because she had 
to memorize hundreds of lines of 
translated archaic Greek poetry. 

Jaffe is the same whether he 
is playing Odysseus, Talthybius 
or Agamemnon. Although he of-
fers more intonation in his voice 
than Romo, his acting is also a bit 
lackluster, and he sounds as if he 
were talking casually to his best 
friend on the phone. 

Anderson is a little better, evok-
ing pity as Polyxena pleads to her 
mother to let her bravely accept 
her fate. Furthermore, Anderson 
is able to differentiate her roles as 
both a chorus member and Polyx-
ena, successfully transforming into 
different characters. 

What was 
the department 
THINKING when 
it decided to give 
beginning actors 
such complex 
material? 

Although Hecuba was not the 
heart-rending performance that it 
could have been, the actors were 
not entirely terrible. If nothing 
else, they put forth a good effort. 
It could not have been easy for 
Romo to memorize so much, and 
it could not have been easy for 
Jaffe to play the parts of not one 
but three different characters. The 
theater brochure recognizes this. 
But the Theatre Department seems 
to forget one important thing: The 
audience — which is paying to see 
the production — wants to see a 
play, not a class experiment. 

Are You Studying or Do You Speak Arabic? 

The final dance, "Instincts" by 
Baker sophomore Lizzi Leslie, 
works as well as a closer as "Sep-
tembers" did as an opener. This 
final segment uses the largest 
ensemble in Last Call, with the cast 
dressed in either candy-cane black 
and red or powder blue. Those in 
black, who crawl bestially across 
the stage, dramatically engulf the 
dancers in blue as the segment 
progresses. The primal action 
is exciting and appealing to the 
visceral instincts. 

Like dating, everyone dances 
regardless of skill level. But some 
do it better than others. RDT does 
it better than you, and even though 
the choreography is not always 
diverse, attending the show is 
worth the effort. 

Would you like an all expense paid summer 

in the nation's capital, including travel to 

Washington, D.C., transferable college 

credits, full room and board at The George 

Washington University and an internship at 

DHS or FBI Headquarters? 

Would you like to fast track an 

exciting career with the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security 

or the FBI? 
- . a 
mgSHSL^. 

BMP*-
National Security Internship - A one-of-a-kind, 

first ever National Security and Language 

nationalsecurityinternship.com 

National Security Internship is managed by <-<iVenture purl net's 

You love movies. You love music. 
Write for A&E.thresher-arts@rice.edu 

H o m e l a n d I W r B l 
S e c u r i t y I i D l 'ifrnsV*J* 

mailto:E.thresher-arts@rice.edu
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Owls muster consecutive comebacks, take down SMU 

' * " J&f •• '•% 

M v p a p w a p 

by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESH KK STAFF 

COURTESY RICEFOOTBALL.NET 

Junior receiver Jarett Dillard wraps his arms around both the football and the 
head of an SMU defender in last weekend's 43-42 comeback win. 

If (his season is any indicator, 
t h e footbal l t eam s h o u l d only 
s c h e d u l e o p p o n e n t s on t h e i r 
homecoming weekends . After yet 
another four th-quar ter comeback, 
Rice defeated Southern Methodist 
University by a score of 43-42 last 
Saturday in Dallas,Texas. The win, 
which came on a last-second field 
goal by sophomore kicker Clark 
Fangmeier, spoiled the Mustangs ' 
homecoming and was the Owls' 
second in as many weeks. 

Rice (3-7, 3-3 Conference USA) 
prepares to close out its season 
with two straight games at Rice 
Stadium. Tomorrow, the Owls host 
Tulane University (3-7, 2-4 C USA) 
at 2 p.m. and the following Saturday, 
the University ofTulsa and its coach, 
former Rice coach Todd Graham, 
will come to town. That game will 
also begin at 2 p.m. 

The Green Wave features an of-
fense based around senior tailback 
Matt Forte, t he nation's leading rush-
er with 1,813 yards on the ground. 
Forte brings unusual strength to his 
position, so the Owls must swarm to 
the ball and make sound tackles if 
they hope to stop him. 

Tulane also features the third-
best defense in C-USA, allowing only 
30.9 points per conference game. 

Soccer falls to UCF in C-USA semifinals 
by Casey Michel 

T H K K S H K R HIHTORJAl . STAFF 

For the first time in school history, 
the soccer team lost amatchintheCon-
ference USA Tournament. Granted, 
Rice has only been in C-USA since 
2005, but still, the Owls' 1-0 semifinal 
loss to the University of Central Florida 
was a hard one to deal with. 

Rice's (11-6-2,5-3-1CT JSA) second 
trip to the C-USA Tournament started 
off well — the Owls blanked the 
University of Alabama-Birmingham 
1-0 in the quarterfinals Nov. 7. 

Top-seeded UCF (12-3-3, 7-1-1 
C-USA) provided a much tougher 
obstacle. Hie ()wls had many scoring 
opportunities in the lirst half against 
the Knights, letting loose 10 shots, 
but none of Rice's looks found the 
back of the net. On the other side of 
the ball, the ()wls were able to knock 
away four attempts by UCF. Rice's 
defense, which was fifth in C-USA 
with 1.10 goals allowed per game, 
also prevented the Knights from 
registering a single shot on goal. 

However, the defense could not 

hold onfortheentiregame.Inthe55th 
minute, the Knights were awarded a 
free kick on a Rice foul. As the set 
piece's low-curling kirk wound its 
way toward the goal, UCF midfielder 
BriannaSchooley leapt and redirected 
the ball just inside the fa. right post 
to put the Knights up 1-0. It was the 
lirst goal Rice has ever allowed in the 
C-USA Tournament. 

" [The goal I was off of a set piece, 
which we're notoriously bad with," 
sophomore defender Katelyn Osten-
dorf said. "Most of their girls were 
significantly taller than us, (but itl 
is so frustrating that their one goal 
was off of a set piece." 

The < )wls could not make up the 
one-goal deficit: Despite equaling 
UCF's seven shots in the second 
half, Rice could not get anything past 
Knight goalie Jennifer Manis. 

Ostendorf , who joined sopho-
more midfielder Shelley Wong on the 
C-USA All-Tournament team, also 
said although she and her teammates 
played their hardest, they just could 
not get the lucky breaks. 

" E v e r y o n e w a s total ly on," 

Ostendorf said. "We outshot them, we 
outplayed them, but we couldn't seal 
the deal. We couldn't finish it, which 
made it all the more disappointing.... 
We had some great opportunities, but 
as much as the game is skill, there's 
also a lot of luck." 

With their season now at an 
end, the Owls will be forced to say 
goodbye to seven seniors, all of 
whom were on the team that won 
the 2005 C-USA Tournament . Leav-
ing the Owls will be senior defender 
and co-captain Beth Martin as well 
as her twin sister, senior forward 
Clory Martin. Beth Martin, who was 
named to the 2007 All-C-USA lirst 
team, logged the most minutes on 
defense this season for the Owls. 
Clory Martin finished the season 
with nine ass i s t s , second-mos t 
in C-USA. 

Also leaving the Owls will be co-
captain senior midfielder Samantha 
Conn, who was third on the team with 
22 shots on goal. Fellow seniors mid-
fielder Katlyn Ferguson, midfielder 
Traci Fraserand defender I indsay J ag-
gers will also be leaving the team. 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Saturday, Nov. 17 
•Volleyball vs. East Carolina 

•Football vs. Tulane 1 p.m. — Fox Gym 
2 p.m. — Rice Stadium 2 p.m. — Rice Stadium 

Saturday, Nov. 24 
• Men's Basketball vs. Dequesne 

• Football vs. Tulsa 8 p.m. — Merrell Center in Katy, Texas • Football vs. Tulsa 

The Dukes will be the first home test for the Owls this season 2 p.m. — Rice Stadium 
In their final game of the season, the Owls welcome 

Tuesday, Nov. 20 back former coach Todd Graham 

• Women's Basketball vs. Arkansas-Little Rock Tuesday, Nov. 30 
5 p.m.. —• Reliant Arena 

Tuesday, Nov. 30 

The Owls play their home opener against the Trojans •Men's Basketball vs. Arkansas-Little Rock 
7 p.m. — Reliant Arena 

• Men's Basketball vs. Richmond 
7:20 p.m. — Reliant Arena 

This defense, however, is coupled 
with the third-worst offense in the 
conference. 

Tulsa (7-3, 5-2 C-USA) sports 
the most potent offense in C-USA, 
putting up an average of 39.1 points 
per game. The Golden Hurricane is 
led by quarterbaek Paul Smith, who 
has put up conference-leading 349.6 
yards of total offense per game. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
With his 364 passing yards 
and 124 rushing yards in 
last weekend's win. junior 
quarterback Chase Clement 
became the first quarterback 
in NCAA history to throw more 
than 300 yards and rush for 
100 or more yards in back-
to-back games. 

Fortunately for the Owls, Tulsa is 
also tied for second-worst in C-USA 
with a minus-eight turnover margin. 
Turnovers played a large part in 
Rice's win last week against SMU 
(1-9, 0-6 C-USA). The Owls came 
out strong with four touchdowns in 
the first half, two of them coming 
from the defense. Junior defensive 

back Brandon King and sophomore 
defensive back Andrew Sendejo 
each returned an interception for a 
touchdown. The other two scores 
came in much less surprising fash-
ion—touchdown passes from junior 
quarterback Chase Clement to junior 
receiver Jarett Dillard. 

Rice and SMU traded touch-
downs t h r o u g h o u t most of the 
first half, and although Fangmeier 
missed the extra point attempt after 
the lirst score, the Owls entered 
the break leading 27-21. But the 
third quar te r belonged to SMU. 
The Mustangs tallied three touch-
downs and shut down Rice's potent 
offense, ending the quar ter with a 
42-27 advantage. 

J ust like in last week's comeback 
over the University of Texas-El 
Paso, Rice was to shake off SMU's 
late lead behind the leadership of 
Clement, l i r e San Antonio native 
ran for two touchdowns in the fourth 
quar te r and set up Fangmeier ' s 
game-winning field goal. 

Af te r b r ing ing the s c o r e to 
42-40 on a six-yard Clement run 
with 10:01 left, the Owls failed to 
convert on a two-point conversion 
that would have tied the game. 
However, the defense stepped up 
once again, forcing the Mustangs 
to punt. Then, with just 2:29 remain-
ing, Clement engineered a 10-play, 

See FOOTBALL, jage 22 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Vision for the next century? 
How about men's soccer? 

I've said it before, and I'll 
say it again: I'm pretty blessed 
when it comes to my spor t s 
teams. Take last weekend for ex-
ample. Ohio State's football team 
I inally realized that it's not 2( X)6any-
more and folded like a lawn chair 
against a measly Illinois squad. 

Now, I ha te the 
Buckeyes as much as 
the next guy, but this 
loss was extra sweet 
b e c a u s e it vaul ted 
t h e U n i v e r s i t y of 
Oregon — my be-
loved Ducks — into 
the second spot in the 
Bowl Championship 
Series standings. For 
the first time since 
t h e g l o r y d a y s of 
Joey Harrington, the 
Ducks in their resplendent uni-
forms will have a legitimate shot 
at a national championship. 

And how about Rice football? 
Just when it looked like the Owls 
were about ready to mail in the 
season, junior quarterback Chase 
Clement 's heroics helped the 
Owls nail UTEPon homecoming 
weekend. I am proud to say that 
1 saw both the beginning and 
the end of that amazing game 
(although after we went down 
20 points I may or may not have 
decided my PlayStation would be 
more entertaining). And then just 
last week, the ()wls one-upped the 
Ponies of SMU in f/;c/>homecom-
ing game. Noticing a trend? 

But the th ing that topped 
all of these games was a differ-
ent type of football. You may 
have heard of this thing called 
soccer — surely you saw that Da-
vid Beckham fellow on the cover 

Casey Michel 

of US Weekly a couple of weeks 
ago? It's more common in Europe 
than body odor, more popular in 
South America than socialism, but 
about as wide-spread in America 
as rabies. America's abhorrence 
of "the beautiful game" is perhaps 
the last remnant of our not-quite-

defunct isolationist 
mentality — some-
w h e r e , C a l v i n 
Coolidge is smiling. 

B u t to m a k e 
Bob Dylan relevant 
again, " the t imes , 
they are a-changing." 
With the advent of 
Major League Soc-
cer in 1996, Brandi 
Chastain's PG-rated-
s t r ip show in the 
Women's World Cup 

three years later and the U.S. 
men's team advancing to the 
quarterfinals in 2004, the game 
of soccer is latching on. 

And while it took a bit more 
time, the people of Houston are 
getting into it, too. If you were one 
of the record 30,972 fans gath-
ered at Robertson Stadium last 
Saturday, you had the chance to 
see the Houston Dynamo stamp 
its ticket to the 2007 MLS Cup 
with a convincing 2-0 win overthe 
upstart Kansas City Wizards. 

I got to see tha t m a t c h , 
although I'm not sure if I count 
toward that final attendance tally 
because I was up in the press box 
working for the MIJS Web site. 
And while I will always be grateful 
forthat opportunity, this may have 
been the one time 1 wanted to be 
in the stands instead of eating the 
free pizza up top. When I looked 

See SOCCER, page 18 
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W H E R E T H R E S H E R S P O R T S E D I T O R S A R E TOO L A Z Y T O N O T RIP O F F E S P N 

OR, HOW L LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE THE LIGHTER SIDE OF S P O R T S 

2007-'08 Thresher NBA Predictions 
By Justin Hudson, Kobe fan 

Western Conference Eastern Conference 
1. Dallas Mavericks: Mark Cuban is rumored 
to be interested in purchasing the Chicago Cubs. 
Which is cool, because both the Mavs and the Cubs 
know a thing or two about playoff collapses. Oh 
wait, I think 1 just saw Baron Davis dunk on Erick 
Dampier again. 

2. Phoenix Suns: Is this the year Steve Nash 
and Co. learn to play defense? Nope. 

3. San Antonio Spurs: Yawn. The NBAs 
most boring dynasty looks to add another champion-
ship. Wake me up when this is over. 

4 . Utah Jazz. The wealthiest member of Rice's 
class of '07, Morris Almond, looks to help keep the 
bench warm. Meanwhile, Andrei Kirilenko's days of 
spying for Putin come to an end when the Russian 
"opts out" of his contract. 

5. Houston Rockets- The squad may finally 
make it to die Promised Land (the second round). 

6. Denver Nuggets. Two superstars who like 
to score. On the same team. What could go wrong? 

7. New Orleans Hornets: The only team 
more homeless than Rice basketball. 

8 . Golden State Warriors: Too bad they 
can't play rhe Mavericks in every playoff series 

9. LA leakers: Kobe continues his extended 
tryout lor "Days of our Lives." 

10. LA Clippers: Ix>ok up "Shaun Livingston 
Knee Injury" on YouTube — that's basically what 
the Clippers' season will be. 

11. Portland Trail Blazers: Greg Oden will 
dominate ... at collecting Social Security checks. 

12. Memphis Grizzlies: Third best team in Ten-
nessee. Behind the Volunteers and the Tigers, that is. 

13. Sacramento Kings: Good news: Ron 
Artest hasn't snapped yet. Bad news: Whole lotta 
season left. 

14. Minnesota Timberwolves: Your wel-
come, Boston! Now... 

15. Seattle Sonics: ...let's just hope Microsoft 
doesn't follow the Sonics to Oklahoma Citv. 

1. Boston Celtics: At long last, a good sports 
team in Boston. Who would have thought? 

2. Detroit Pistons: Hopes will ride on keeping 
mercurial forward Rasheed Wallace happy and 
technical foul-free. I'd bet against them. 

3. Orlando Magic: The Magic should really 
play J.J. Redick. Dick Vitale would love that. 

4. Cleveland Cavaliers: Forgetting that 
they live in Cleveland, Cavt> fans were shocked 
(shocked!!!) when they were swept by the Spurs in 
the 2006 "Finals." 

5 . Chicago Bulls: Joakim Noah on draft night = 
Dermis Rodman acid trip gone bad. 

6 . Miami Heat: If the most we see of Dwyane 
Wade this year are those adorable l -Mobile com-
mercials with Charles Barkley, the Heat are in 
trouble. 

7. Toronto Raptors: Raptors decide to switch 
to retro 1995 cartoon jerseys. Canada experiences 
largest riots since Maple shortage of 1802. 

8. New Jersey Nets: Vince-anity re turns 
to the slam dunk contest, only to find that it's not 
?000 anymore and breaks his arm while doing the 
rim hang. 

9. Washington Wizards: Brendan Haywood 
is the starting center. It's going to be a loooong 
season. Hibachi! 

10. New York Knicks: Million dollar ques-
tion: Did Isiah Thomas sexually harass Stephon 
Marbury? 

11. Milwaukee Bucks: Yi struggles with 
overpowering dairy air. 

12. Indiana Pacers: Well, Pacers fans ... at 
least the Colts are still playing. 

14. Adanta Hawks: The Hawks' strategy of 
fielding an all-small forward team fails miserably. 
Again. 

14. Charlotte Bobcats: NBA basketball can't 
get much worse than this... 

15. Philadelphia 76ers:.. .actually, it can. 

— Here are 
ULTERIOR MOTIVES/or 
recognizing your favorite 

teacher. 
N o m i n a t e y o u r m o s t i n s p i r i n g t e a c h e r fo r a FEE 

E x c e l l e n c e in E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p E d u c a t i o n A w a r d a n d 

e a r n a c h a n c e t o w in a $ 1 , 0 0 0 s c h o l a r s h i p . 

Visit fcexcellfmce.org/nominate today to complete your nomination. 

FEE Excellence in Entrepreneurship 
Education Awards 

Nominations accepted until 
November 2'J. 2007 

Winners announced on 
December l. 2007 fee FOUNDATION I OK 

I N I RI.I'RI NI UKIAI 
l.XCI I I I NIT 

GET TO KNOW YOUR ATHLETES 

-

Jarett Dlllard 
Wide 

Receiver 

Marissa 
Daniels 

Cross Country 
Runner 

v • wag. 
•,' ' ' i •.'»'''$./$& <• 

Halt Chura 
Swimmer 

Favorite 
scandal of 

2007? 
Barry Bonds Michael Vick 

Britney 
Spears losing 

her kids 

. . 

Worst movie 
you've ever 

seen? 
Date Movie A/arc 

Napoleon 
Dynamite 

v. 

Song stuck 
in your 
head? 

" I 'm So Hood-
by somebody 
1 can't make 

out on the 
recording 

"Shake It Off" 
by Mariah 

Carey 

"Bohemian 
Rhapsody" 

Guilty 
pleasure? 

Chocolate 

1 like to sit at 
home and tel l 

people I 'm 
doing 

something 
important 

Movies 

If your coach 
was an 

animal, what 
would they 

be? 

Bailiff is a 
rhino 

Coach Bevan 
walks like 

a duck 

Seth is a 
lemur. Jada 

would be 
something 

strong...l ike a 
monkey 

P E N T H A T M A I L 

In response to Page 2.5's "What happens when Cowboys 

meet baguettes?" column Oct. 12, Dylan Farmer 's grand-

parents would like to share these following thoughts: 

_ _ — — — : 
mmmSmm 1 I?*; 

, 

gral|| 

"First is a picture of a five year old 'Cowboy Fan' and his 
guitar, and the second is a 'banner' he made after the 
1993 Super Bowl. We told Dylan we were going to send 
them to the Thresher, and he thought it was a cool idea." 

(Dylan's response: "I resent this.") 
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Volleyball splits final home matches, advances to C-USA tourney 
by Natalie Clericuzio 

THRESHER STAFF 

If indeed the volleyball team's 
season is still going by tomorrow 
morning, it will be due to the fact 
that the Owls knocked of f two teams: 
one which does not pose much a of 
a threat, bu t . i .e other who was one 
of the toughest teams in the confer-
ence. After an easy 3-0 victory over 
the University of Texas El-Paso in 
the first round of the Conference 
USA Tournament, Rice (13-16, 7-9 
C-USA) will take on Tulane Uni-
versity today at 11 a.m. All C-USA 
Tournament matches will be held 
in Huntington, W.V. 

The seventh-seeded Owls had 
had their way with the lOth-seeded 
Miners (9-19,3-14 C-USA), sweep-
ing them in both of their matches 
this season. Their opening-round 
match was no different. Although 
UTEP put up a fight in the first 
game, staying with Rice through-
out before eventually falling 30-27, 
they never challenged in the other 
two games. The Owls won the sec-
ond game 30-17 on the strength of 
14 kills and six aces and they won 
the third game by a comfortable 
30-20 margin. 

Freshman libero Tracey Lam led 
all Owls with 16 digs agaisnt UTEP, 
while sophomore middle blocker 
Natalie Bogan and junior outside 
hitter Jessica Holderness combined 
for more than half of Rice's 43 kills. 
Holderness also contributed with 
11 digs, one of four Owls to reach 
double-figures in that category. 

Now Rice will face its tough-
est challenge of the season. The 
second-seeded Green Wave (26-5, 
14-2 C-USA) has given the Owls fits 
all year. Rice played arguably its two 
best matches of the season against 
Tulane and came away with losses 
both times. Rice nearly pulled off an 

upset in its first matchup with the 
Green Wave Oct. 14, falling 3-1 but 
losing two games by a 30-28 margin. 
In the season rematch, Rice pushed 
the bout to five games but dropped 
the final frame 15-10. 

Unsure of their seeding going into 
last weekend's play, the Owls came 
out slugging at Fox Gym, starting 
last Friday against the University of 
Tulsa (24-8,11-5 C-USA). In the open-
ing game, neither team took control 
of the tempo as they both remained 
close through a 21-21 tie. A pair of 
three-point runs by Rice allowed the 
Owls to take the game. 

However, the Golden Hurricane 
rebounded to win the second frame 
30-23. The third game was the 
most hotly contested of the match, 
with neither team breaking away 
until the very end. The game went 
through nine ties before either 
team reached double-digits. Rice 

then maintained a lead until the 
Tulsa knotted it up again at 24. The 
Golden Hurricane then took the 
helm to sail to a 30-26 win. 

Down two games to one, Rice was 
unwilling to go down in four games, 
posting point after point to take a 19-7 
advantage. Tulsa cut the lead to six 
at 26-20, but Rice forged ahead to 
force a decisive fifth game. 

Once again, neither team built a 
lead early on, with each team trad-
ing points to a 10-10 deadlock. But 
thanks partly to three Rice errors, 
Tulsa notched five straight points 
to take the game and match. 

The match was very defense-
oriented, with the two squads 
combining for a collective 212 digs. 
Lam led Rice's defense by posting 35 
digs, only one shy of the Rice record. 
Offensively, junior outside hitter 
Karyn Morgan put up 18 kills, one 
of five Owls hitters to post double-

digits in kills. 
Despite these gaudy statistics, 

head coach Genny Volpe said it was 
tough to see her squad fall after such 
a well-played match. 

"There were a lot of things we did 
really well, [but] I honestly would 
just like to see us finish a five-game 
match," she said. 

Rice was more successful against 
Southern Methodist University on 
Saturday. Although the Owls were 
unsteady at first, freshman setter 
Meredith Schamun posted a service 
ace to tie the first game up at five. 
Following another tie at 17, Rice took 
control and never trailed again, win-
ning 30-23. After winning the second 
game handily, the Owls looked to 
clinch the sweep. 

Game three was the closest of the 
match, with both teams playing well 
on each side of the ball. SMU got the 
upper hand early on, but Rice came 

back to tie it up at 11. The teams tied 
six more times in the game until the 
score was 26-26. The Mustangs then 
yielded ground to the Owls as Rice 
went ahead to take the game 30-28 
for the sweep. 

Sophomore outside hitter Jessie 
Boulavsky had a breakout match 
for the Owls, leading the team with 
a .476 hitting percentage. On the 
defensive end, Lam also posted 25 
digs and averaged 7.50 digs per 
game in the match. Her combined 
weekend numbers were enough to 
earn Lam her second C-USA De-
fensive Player of the Week honors 
this season. 

I^m also earned a spot on the 
All-Conference freshman team last 
Wednesday, along with fellow fresh-
man middle blocker Caroline Gill. 
Holderness and Bogan were also 
named to the All-Conference second 
team the same day. 

LAUREN SCHOEFaER/THRESHER 

Freshman setter Meredith Schamun sets the ball for a teammate in last Satur-
day's 3-2 loss to Tulsa. Schamun led the Owls this season with 1,238 assists. 

A CLOSER LOOK 
Regular season statistics for the volleyball team during the 2007 season 

RICE OPPONENTS 

Kills 

Errors 

Assists 
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Aces 

1,670 

717 
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4,356 
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4 , 2 4 1 

1 7 1 

Digs 

Solo blocks 

Total blocks 

Block errors 

2 ,094 

39 
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60 
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65 

252 .0 

57 
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Sid, Jones set to meet in Powderpuff final this weekend 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRKSHER STAFF 

In the end, numbers are just 
that — numbers . And in pow-
derpuff, rankings are apparently 
meaningless as well. As heavy un-
derdogs against league juggernaut 
Brown (7-2), Sid (6-3) relied on a 
tough, physical defense and late 
game offensive heroics to earn a 
12-6 upset win in double overtime 
last Tuesday. In the other semifi-
nal the day before, third-seeded 
Jones (6-3) overcame a late rally 
by second-seeded Will Rice (6-3) 

to win 13-6 and punch their ticket 
to the championship game. 

The first t h ree q u a r t e r s of 
Brown's game against Sid featured 
sloppy play from both teams. Penal-
ties, turnovers and three-and-outs 
were the norm, and neither team was 
able to take advantage of good field 
position, thus resulting in a score-
less tie heading into the half. 

Sid, a team that needed help 
to sneak into the playoffs on the 
final week of the regular season, 
made a crucial adjustment in the 
second half. Head coach Cassius 
Mensah decided to play bump-

and-run coverage, thus slowing 
down Brown's receivers at the line 
of scrimmage and limiting their 
vaunted aerial attack. 

The third quarter saw the same 
lack of scoring as the first two, but 
at the start of the fourth, Brown put 
together the first sustained drive of 
the game. Brown marched 76 yards 
in 13 plays and milked more than 
nine minutes off the clock before 
junior quarterback Tori Gascoyne 
found junior wide receiver Kristen 
Hild for the five-yard touchdown 
reception. Gascoyne was a per-
fect 9-9 passing for 67 yards on 

m 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

Sid Rich sophomore Ashley Thompson evades Brown defenders in last weekend's powderpuff semifinal. Sid came from 
behind to win the game 12-6 in double overtime and will face Jones in the powderpuff final. 
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the drive, and Hild hauled in four 
passes for 22 yards on the drive 
to give Brown a 6-0 lead with only 
two minutes to play. 

Sid responded with senior quar-
terback Lindsay Balthrop orchestrat-
ing a quick six-play, 65-yard scoring 
drive that took just a minute and a 
half. The drive ended with Balthrop 
throwing a pass to sophomore wide 
receiver Ashley Thompson, who 
evaded two Brown defenders and 
took it 33 yards to the end zone. 

Balthrop, who had been inter-
cepted three times in the game, 
made good decisions on the drive 
by not forcing passes and scram-
bling when necessary. The senior 
completed all three of her passes 
on the drive for 48 yards and ran 
three times for 17 yards. 

Sid could not to convert the extra-
point attempt and the game went into 
overtime at 6-6. 

In powderpuff, overtime is struc-
tured similarly to college football. 
Each team gets a chance to score, 
with the ball being placed at the 
opponent's 25-yard line. After a 
scoreless first overtime, Balthrop 
found freshman wide receiver Sa-
lome Vanwoerden open in the flat 
on the first play of double-overtime. 
Vanwoerden then raced to the end 
zone to give Sid a 12-6 lead. 

On the first play of Brown's pos-
session, Gascoyne threw a lob pass 
that was hauled in for a 13-yard 
gain. But a run for no gain and three 
straight Gascoyne incomplete passes 
sealed Sid's trip to their seventh-
straight championship game. 

Sid's history of success has both 
weighed down and reinvigorated 
this team. 

" [Our history has] been a burden 
and a blessing," Balthrop said. "We've 
had to live up to that tradition, but at 
the same time we don't want to be 
the team that ends the streak I of con-
secutive championship games]." 

Brown head coach Bryan Hodge 
was humble in defeat and gave all the 
credit to Sid. 

"Sid played a great game," Hodge, 
ajunior, said. "They were able to slow 
us down, and we just couldn't pull the 
flags on that last drive." 

The other semifinal game was full 
of action in the first halt. Will Rice had 
the ball twice in the red zone during 
the first two quarters — including 
a second and goal at the one-yard 
line — but was unable to score. 

Senior quar terback Theresa 
Ring and senior running back 
Caitlin Goodrich paced the Jones 
offense, but it was freshman phenom 
Maria Failla who came up with the 
big plays. Failla caught a 37-yard 
touchdown pass from Ring in the 
second quarter to give Jones a 6-0 
lead and also scored on a 52-yard 

SOCCER 
From page 15 

down at the sea of Dynamo orange, 
I saw the Texian Army and El Bat-
talion raise flags with the intensity 
of actual brigades. I saw your typical 
middle-class families joining those 
football fanatics in the screaming as 
Houston piled on the shots. I saw tens 
of thousands of people stay 10,20,30 
minutes after the game, raucously 
applauding the unmitigated efforts 
of their team. 

And it got me thinking — where 
is this at Rice? 

We have a women ' s soccer 
team — a very successful one at 
that — but no men's team. Why? 
Why has the athletic department 
dropped the ball, failed to see the 
opportunity, and deprived us of the 
fastest-growing sport in America? 
Where is the uproar among the 
student body? 

I t ' s not l ike it would be 
difficult — we have the facility at the 
ready. After a couple calls to Nike 
for uniforms (yes, I want to support 
the Portland economy) and a year 
or two to let the program gel, we 
could become a legitimate threat 

interception return foratouchdown. 
With those two scores, Jones took a 
13-0 lead into halftime that it would 
not relinquish. 

"Maria had a great game," Jones 
head coach Matt McDonnell said. 
"She knew that ]the Will Rice defend-
ers] weren't giving her much space 
so she made the adjustment and beat 
them on the long pass." 

Will Rice was able to score late in 
the fourth quarter on a touchdown 
run by sophomore Marie McKinnon, 
but it was too little, too late as Jones 
held on for the win. The victory 
avenges their opening week 20-19 
overtime loss to Will Rice. 

POWDERPUFF FINAL 
Jones vs. Sid Rich 

(6-3) (6-3) 

When: TBA 

Where: Intramural Field 7 
Playoff history: In 2005, 
Sid beat Jones 19-7 in the 
championship game to win 
its third straight title. In the 
2006 semifinal. Jones fell 
to Sid 13-0 in a game that 
was closer than the score 
indicated. 

"We had a lot more experience 
this time around," Ring said. "The 
freshmen came in with only three 
weeks of practice for that first game 
against Will Rice. Now they've had 
over two months [and] the team has 
gotten better over time." 

The championship game marks 
the third straight year Sid and 
Jones have met up in the playoffs. 
In 2005, Sid blew past an upstart 
Jones team 19-7 to clinch its third 
straight powderpuff title, and last 
year Sid pulled away in the fourth 
quarter en route to a 13-0 semifinal 
win. This year, Jones beat Sid 6-0 in 
Week 5. Since that defeat, Sid has 
gone 4-0 and is averaging almost 
three touchdowns a game while 
limiting their opponents to just six 
points a game. 

"We're always good under pres-
sure, so we're ready for the challenge," 
Mensah, a junior, said. "1 saw Jones 
playyesterdayand [thechampionship] 
is going to be a great game." 

While Mensah has a zen-like 
calm and confidence about his team, 
McDonnell takes a more cerebral 
approach to the championship. 

"Our girls want it more than any-
one else," McDonnell said. "We've 
got a lot of seniors on this team and 
this is our last chance." 

against the other nine Conference 
USA teams. Really, it wouldn't be 
that hard. I swear. 

"But Casey, what about Title IX? 
You know, the law saying that the 
university needs to demonstrate a 
continual expansion of athletic op-
portunities for the underrepresented 
gender?" you may ask. Well, I'm not 
going to go into that right now—let's 
just wait until softball season for me 
to give my answer. 

Nearly all of my friends, from 
academs and S/Es, grew up with 
soccer. When they were kids, they 
had the soccer moms, the soccer 
vans and the Capri .Suns. 'ITiey have 
soccer in their veins, and they want 
men's soccer to come to Rice. 

Hopefully, in the near future, 
a bored Rice student can head to 
the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 
and catch a glimpse of the future 
MLS stars playing right under his 
nose. And, hopefully, he will feel as 
blessed as I do. 

Casey Michel is a Brown College 
sophomore and sports editor. 
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Depleted men's cross team 
finishes eighth at regionals 

by Brody Rollins 
T H R E S H ICR STAFF 

Competing without its top three 
runners, the men's cross country 
team knew it would need a borderline 
miracle if it wanted to do anything 
positive at last Saturday's NCAA 
South Central Regional Champion-
ships. That miracle did not come. 
Rice's lack of depth proved too big an 
obstacle to overcome, and the Owls 
finished eighth at the regional meet, 
held in Fayetteville, Ark. 

The Owls' 201 points were just 
13 points more than fifth-place 
finisher Louisiana State University. 
The University of Arkansas, ranked 
seventh in the nation in the U.S. 
Track and Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association poll, claimed 
the top spot with 37 points, followed 
in second place by the University of 
Texas' 52. Those two schools will 
represent the South Central region 
at the NCAA National Champion-
ships on Nov. 19. Shadrack Songok 
of Texas A&M-Corpus Christi won 
the individual title with a time of 29 
minutes, 16.3 seconds. 

Hie regional meet was the end 
to a season that saw more injuries 
than any other since Jon Warren 
(Jones '88) took over as Rice's head 
coach in 2001. There were signs of 
potential doom even before the season 
began. Sophomore Simon Bucknell 
mid junior Charles Hampton were 
forced to sit out the entire season with 
injuries after impressive seasons last 
year. The next to join them was junior 
Aaron Robson, Rice's top finisher at 
last year's Conference USA cham-

pionships and this year's Islander 
Splash Invitational. Robson has been 
s'Helined with a calf injury since the 
Ch .le Pepper Festival on Oct. 13. 

Even with the eighth-place finish, 
the team . cemcd to respond well to 
the change in strategy Warren em-
ployed before the meet. With only 
six runners competing, the Owls 
ran aggressively, taking chances 
whenever they could instead of 
staying together and advancing as a 
pack in the latter stages of the race. 
Sophomore Brad Morris regained 
his form on the course that caused 
him the most trouble this season 
and moved up 24 spots from his 
finish at last year's meet en route to 
a 24th-place finish. Morris's time of 
31:03.01 was good enough for him 
to earn the only All-Region honors 
for the Owls. 

"For Brad to finish All-Region, 
that was a little bit of a surprise," War-
ren said. "He has really established 
himself as a solid runner." 

Junior Brett Olson finished 30 
seconds later in 38th place, followed 
by sophomore Scott Zivick in 47th. 
Junior Justin Maxwell and senior 
Colby Keithan finished 50th and 
67th, respectively. 

As the Owls look toward next year, 
they will return five of the six runners 
that competed on Saturday as well as 
the three that are injured. Warren 
said he believes the potential for the 
returning squad will be great. 

"The thought is right now that 
we're going to put more eggs into the 
cross country basket for next year," 
said Warren. "We are returning a 
group that could be outstanding." 

NATIONALS 
From page 1 
the bat," Bevan said. "We ran out 
and we ran hard. We ran the way we 
[will] run at nationals." 

The Owls won despite having 
senior Marissa Daniels fail to score 
for the first time in her career. Daniels 
has occasionally struggled with de-
bilitating calf cramps throughout her 
career, especially in high school. And 
since the surface in Fayetteville was 
particularly unforgiving due to dry 
conditions, Daniels began to break 
down physically after the first mile, 
fading from fifth to 17th place and 
finishing in 21 minutes, 31 seconds. 

Willi Daniels struggling, Pye took 
over the top spot for the Owls. Hie 
freshman finished the six-kilometer 
course in 20:55, to finish in sixth 
place. Sophomore Nicole Mericle 
finished ninth with a time of 21:09, 
her best performance since winning 
Freshman of the Year honors at last 
year's Conference USA Champion-
ships. Freshman Becky Wade con-
tinued her strong season by finishing 
tenth with a time of 21:11. 

Bevan said he was especially 
excited about Mericle, who has 
elevated herself to become one of 
the team's leading runners. 

"She's improved the most from the 
beginning of the season to now," Bevan 
said. "She was our sixth runner just a 
few weeks ago, then our fifth runner 
[at the conference meet], then she 
came Hying in at the end and ended 
up being our second runner." 

Seniors C allie Wells, Lennie Waite 
and Daniels all finished within the 
top 20. Wells finished 13th at 21:22, 
and Waite crossed the finish line 
six seconds later to place 16th and 
round out the scoring. Every Owl that 
finished within the top 25 received 
All-Region honors. 

Rice will now make its third trip of 
the year to Indiana to compete in the 
national meet In their previous trips, 

the then-unranked Owls shocked 
themselves and the cross country 
establishment by besting eight ranked 
opponents to win the Notre Dame 
Invitational on Sept. 28. The team 
also turned in a solid performance 
to finish seventh at the Pre-Nationals 
Meet on Oct 13. 

COURTESY SHAWN PRICE 

Freshman Allison Pye helped the Owls win their first South Central Regional Cham-
pionship last weekend, placing sixth individually with a time of 20:55.01. 

Women's basketball opens season with sweep at Winthrop Classic 
by Justin Hudson 

TORFSHER STAFF 

The women's basketball team 
star ted its season taking three games 
in three days to win the Winthrop 
Adidas Classic, held last weekend 
in Rock Hill, S.C. Despite playing 
with a limited roster — the team 
dressed nine players for the entire 
tournament and its star center was 
recovering from an injury — Rice 
held off the United States Naval 
Academy, the University of North 
Texas and host Winthrop University 
to start 3-0. 

The Owls will travel to Califor-
nia this weekend to face California 
State University, Northridge and 
the University of California-Los 
Angeles (1-0). Cal State Northridge 
(0-4) has struggled early, com-
ing off two blowout losses to the 
University of San Diego and Pep-
per dine University. 

The key player of this weekend's 
games was undoubtedly senior 
center Valeriya Berezhynska, who 
was coming off an ankle injury 
that had kepi her out of practice 
for two weeks and caused her to 
miss Rice's 82-72 exhibition win 
against Houston Baptist University 
on Nov. 1. Berezhynska was also 

kept out of last Friday's 63-52 win 
against Navy to avoid having her 
play all three days. 

However, the senior finally 
saw action on Saturday, albeit in a 
reduced role. Berezhynska made 
the most of her minutes, scoring 22 
points in 22 minutes against North 
Texas. Even playing with four fouls, 
the senior center scored eight points 
in the last eight minutes, helping 
the Owls overcome a late deficit to 
win 69-65. 

Berezhynska saved her best 
performance for the final day of the 
tournament against Winthrop. None 
of her 31 points were bigger than a 
three-pointer with 20 seconds left 
that sent the game to overtime, tied 
at 52. The senior also snagged ten 
rebounds on the day for her first 
double-double of the season to help 
the Owls beat the Eagles 63-54. For 
her efforts, Berezhynska won not 
only the tournament MVP but was 
also named Conference USA Player 
of the Week. 

Head coach Greg Williams 
(Hanszen '70) was very complimen-
tary of his starting center. 

"She's very focused," Williams 
said. "[I'm] proud of her dedication 
and what she's done over the sum-
merwith lifting and her conditioning 

IN FOCUS: BASKETBALL TEAM LEADERS 
Games played: 8-way tie (3) 

Games started: 4 way tie (3) 

Minutes: Fulton (111) 

Avg. Minutes: Fulton (37.0) 

FG: Berezhynska (18) 

FGA: Fulton (43) 

FG Pet.: Home (1.000) 

3-pt FG: Fulton (6) 

3-pt FGA.: Fulton (14) 

3-pt FG pet.: Home (1.000) 

FT: Berezhynska (16) 

FTA: Berezhynska (22) 

FT Pet.: Loggins (.900) 

Off. Reb.: Loggins (12) 

Def. Reb.: Loggins (13) 

Total Reb.: Mayse (25) 

Avg. Reb.: Tacker (2) 

PF: Loggins (12) 

Assists: Fulton (11) 

Turnovers: Fulton (12) 

Blocks: Wittmayer (4) 

PPG: Berezhynska (26.5) 

and it's nice to see her get these 
quick of results to start the season, 
which should be a huge confidence 
builder for her." 

Berezhynska was not the only 
upperclassman who stepped up 
last weekend for the Owls. Senior 
forward Tiffany Loggins scored a 
career-high 22 points and grabbed 
11 rebounds in the game against 
Navy, and senior point guard Kadie 
Riverin helped kill a late Navy rally 
with four free throws in the game's 
final 35 seconds. 

Redshirt junior guard Maudess 
Fulton tallied double figures in points 
in all three games, including 14 points 
and four steals against Navy and 17 
points against Winthrop. She nearly 
claimed a triple-double in the contest 
with North Texas, scoring 16 points, 
corralling a career-high 11 rebounds 
and eight assists. 

With such a young team — the 
Owls have no fewer than four fresh-

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 
Record: 3-7 
C-USA record: 0-0 

Last week: The Owls downed 
Navy, North Texas and host 
Winthrop to win the Winthrop 
Adidas Classic and start the 
season undefeated. 

What made the difference: 
Center Valeriya Berezhyn-
ska's 31 points in the final 
game against Winthrop 
sealed the win. The senior's 
all-around play also earned 
her C-USA Player of the Week 
honors, as well as tourna-
ment MVP honors. 

Up next: The Owls travel to 
the Golden State to take on 
Cal State Northridge (0-4) 
today and UCLA (1-0) on 
Sunday. The Bruins' lone win 
came over the Matadors last 
Wednesday. 

men who expect to see significant 
playing time—Berezhynska said the 
upperclassmen will have to do more 
than their fair share to keep the team 
afloat early in the season. 

"There is definitely pressure on 
the starters because everybody com-
ing off the bench isyoung," Berezhyn-
ska said. "We got to stay out of foul 
trouble and we can't have off nights 
on [offense] because we have to help 
out our younger [teammates]." 

Production off the bench was 
limited for most of the tourna-
ment. Against Navy, f reshman 
forward Morgan Mayse and center 
Melissa Wittmayer had solid out-
ings. Mayse had 10 points and five 
rebounds in her first career start, 

while Wittmayer had five points, 
five boards, and three blocks in 17 
minutes. However, in the last two 
games, Wittmayer, Mayse, fellow 
freshman guard Brittney Hudson 
and sophomore guard Shyrelle 
Home combined for only seven 
total points. 

Though Williams said he wants 
more production from the bench, he 
also said he knows the situation will 
eventually get better as the freshmen 
gain experience. 

"We're trying to bring the fresh-
men along," Williams said. "They're 
going to have to start giving us a little 
bit more time on the court, hope-
fully, as they get more confidence 
and experience." 
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MEN'S BASKETBALL 
STORY BY KUSH SHRINATH 
LAYOUT BY CASEY MICHEL 

Owls look to overcome loss of both superstar and Autry 
For the men's basketball team, 

losing one of the most prolific scorers 
in Rice history was already enough 
of a challenge to overcome this year. 
Add to that a vastly improved Confer-
ence USA and the absence of a real 
home court advantage and you have 
the makings for a brutal season. 

And make no mistake about it: 
With only four upperclassmen on 
the roster, head coach Willis Wilson 
(Will Rice '82) will trot a very young 
Rice squad onto the court for die 
2007-'08 season. For these Owls to 
make any kind of run at a postseason 
berth would be a miracle of Fab Five 
proportions. 

But after 15 years on the Rice 
bench, Wilson prefers to focus on 
the positive side of things. While 
other would look at the departures 
of Morris Almond (Martel '07) and 
Lorenzo Williams—two players who 
accounted for more than 50 percent 
of the Owls' offense last year — and 
see nothing but disorder, Wilson sees 
it as an opportunity to start anew. 
Gone are the isolation sets designed 
to get Almond — a first-round draft 
pick by the National Basketball As-
sociation's Utah Jazz this year — the 
ball. In its place is a motion offense 
that offers a less restricted, more up-
tempo style of play that emphasizes 
spacing, cutting and setting screens 
rather than set plays. 

Wilson said he feels this offense 
will suit his personnel better. 

"Ayear ago we ran sets for Morris 
to get shots, but this year it will be 
more of a team effort," Wilson said. 
"We're going to try to play a more wide 
open style [and] continue and run and 
put pressure on the defense." 

The style of play should result in 
plenty of open shots, at which point 
junior guards Cory Pflieger and 
Rodney Foster will need to continue 
their sharp shooting from last year. 
Pflieger was second on the team last 
year with 49 total three-pointers, and 
Foster was fourth with 25. 

Of course, Rice is going to need 
solid play from the point if the offense 
is to be successful. Sophomore Chris 
Hagan, a year removed from being 
Williams' understudy, looks ready 
to fill that void. 

The frontcourt will be shored 
up by the lone seniors on the team, 
forward Patrick Britton and forward 
Paulius Packevicius. Packevicius 
led the Owls in scoring in their only 
game thus far, putting up 15 points 
in a 76-49 loss to Texas Christian 
University last Wednesday. 

The Owls will also be aided by the 
arrival of redshirt freshman Bryan 
Beasley, a transfer from Texas A&M 
University. A highly touted recruit 
out of Pflugerville, Texas, Beasley 
was ranked as the top point guard 
in the state by Rivals.com during his 
senioryear of high school, as well as 
a Top-150 player nationally. 

"The one thing that Bryan gives 
us is quality depth," Wilson said. 
"He's already shown an ability to 
step in and be productive, and once 
he gets used to our system and the 
way we do things his confidence 
will grow and we'll be a better team 
as a result." 

Wilson said he believes three 
other f reshmen — center Scott 
Saunders, guard Jasen Williams and 
forward Suleiman Braimoh — will 
make an impact this year. 

"Saunders is physically skilled 
and talented enough to make a con-
tribution," Wilson said. "Williams 
is a smooth, steady player who will 
make agood contribution.Braimoh is 
another guy who isagreat playmaker. 
He'll find a way to contribute when 
he's on the floor and it's not always 
reflected in points. He'saguy that will 

block shots, defend, and rebound." 
Before kicking off their confer-

ence schedule on Jan. 9 against 
Marshall University, Rice will have 
to deal with a brutal non-conference 
schedule that includes games against 
the University of Texas as well as 
road games at Texas A&M Univer-
sity, Vanderbilt University and the 
University of Oklahoma. 

OWLS ON THE AIR 
The following games are 
scheduled to be broadcast on 
national TV this year: 

Dec. 8 at Texas (CSTV) 
Jan. 12 vs. UTEP (CSTV) 
Jan. 19 at Tulane (CSTV) 
Feb. 6 at East Carolina (CSTV) 

Games are subject to change. 
More coverage may be added 
or subtracted as the season 
progresses. 

Wilson said he believes such a 
challenging schedule will prepare 
his team for C-USA play. 

"Wc will not play anybody else 
better in our league except for the 
University of Memphis," Wilson 
said. "And with [the Owls' non-
conference opponents] we really get 
a sense of what it takes to compete 
in college basketball." 

After f inishing the 2006-'07 
campaign with a 16-16 overall 
record, including 8-8 in C-USA, 
Rice is likely due for a step back in 
the standings in their its-improved 
conference. Memphis is ranked near 
the top of nearly every major poll 
and Wilson expects improvement 
from conference rivals University of 

Alabama-Birmingham, the Univer-
sity of Houston and the University 
of Central Florida. 

"There's a fine line between 
rebuilding and going out and compet-
ing at a high level every day," Wilson 
said. "I think the realistic goal for our 
team is to try and win our next game 
each and every time we go out there 
and be playing our best basketball 
come tournament time." 

The difficulties of dealing with 
the losses of Almond and Williams 
as well as the implementat ion 
of a new offense will be further 
escalated by current renovations 
taking place at Autry Court. The 
renovations leave Rice without a 
true home court and the team will 
play its home games in the Reli-
ant Arena and the Merrell Center, 
which is in Katy, Texas. 

"I don't know what impact the 
loss of Autry Court will have on the 
team," Wilson said. "It's really hard 
to talk about that until we go through 
it a bit. Hie thing that I can tell you 
is as a coach I've been doing this for 
a number of years and it's a luxury 
having a locker room, a home court 
and the student body in full force the 
way we're accustomed to." 

The influx of young talent and the 
adoption of a novel of fense has ushered 
in a new era of basketball at Rice. This 
season could possibly lay the founda-
tion for the beginnings of a successful 
period of basketball, regardless of 
how die team finishes in die win-loss 
column. In the long run, success will 
be measured by how much die players 
improve both individually and in the 
framework of the team. 

"We don't have a superstar that we 
can lean on anymore, so we have to 
lean on each other," Wilson said. "But 
I really feel that once we go through 
some of these growing pains we will 
be able to become a pretty good bas-
ketball team by season's end." 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/ THRESHER 

When Morris Almond (Martel '07) left, so to did the focus of Rice's offense. Junior 
shooting guard Cory Pflieger will be looked to to pick up the offensive slack. 

Non-conference schedule 
DATE OPPONENT TIME LOCATION 

Nov. 13 TCU 7:00 p.m. Fort Worth 

Nov. 17 Duquesne 8:00 p.m. Merrell Center* 

Nov. 2 0 Richmond 7:20 p.m. Reliant Arena 

Nov. 2 7 Ark.-LR 7:00 p.m. Reliant Arena 

Nov. 30 E. Illinois $ 5 :45 p.m. Iowa City, Iowa 

Dec. 1 Iowa or ULM $ TBA Iowa City, Iowa 

Dec. 5 Texas State 7 :00 p.m. San Marcos 

Dec. 8 Texas 7:00 p.m. Toyota Center 

Dec. 22 Lamar 7 :00 p.m. Beaumont 

Dec. 29 TCU 2:00 p.m. Merrell Center 
Dec. 3 1 Texas A&M 1:00 p.m. College Station 
Jan. 3 Vanderbilt 7 :00 p.m. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jan. 5 Oklahoma 2 :00 p.m. Norman, Okla. 

Conference USA schedule 
DATE OPPONENT TIME LOCATION 
Jan. 9 Marshall 7:00 p.m. Reliant Arena 
Jan. 12 UTEP 7:05 p.m. El Paso 
Jan. 16 Memphis 7:00 p.m. Reliant Arena 
Jan. 19 Tulane 5 :00 p.m. New Orleans, La. 
Jan. 23 Houston 7:00 p.m. Reliant Arena 
Jan. 26 Southern Miss 4:00 p.m. Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Feb. 2 Tulane 7:00 p.m. Merrell Center 
Feb. 6 ECU 7 :00 p.m. Greenville, N.C. 
Feb. 9 SMU 7:00 p.m. Dallas, Texas 
Feb. 13 UAB 7:00 p.m. Reliant Arena 
Feb. 16 UCF 7:00 p.m. Reliant Arena 
Feb. 20 Tulsa 7 :00 p.m. Tulsa, Okla. 
Feb. 23 Houston 7 :00 p.m. Hofheinz Pavilion 
Mar. 1 UCF 6 :00 p.m. Orlando, Fla. 
Mar. 5 ECU 7:30 p.m. Merrell Center 
Mar. 8 SMU 2:00 p.m. Merrell Center 

The C-USA Tournament will be held in Memphis, Tenn., 

TAYI OR JOHNSON/1HRF. SHER 

Forward Patrick Britton. here seen shooting a free throw, will join fellow forward 
Paulius Packevicius as the only seniors on the team this season. 

from March 12-15 

BOLD denotes a home game in or around Houston 
* Merrell Center located in Katy, Texas 
$ denotes Hawkeye Challenge 
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W 

en his baseball career begai 
23-year-old freshman James Casey 

turned a delayed dream... 
7 

...into a reality. Opponents, beware the 

HAMMER OF THOR STORY BY NATHAN BLEDSOE 
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY IAN WHITE 

LAYOUT BY CASEY MICHEL 

While remaining near midfield 
after a grueling practice, Thor, a 23-
year old former minor league baseball 
player so well put together his coaches 
named him after a Norse god, hurls 
a football to the back-line of the end 
zone. TTie throw is fairly impressive, 
but nothing out of the ordinary for a 
Division I quarterback ... assuming 
that quarterback is standing up. 

But Thor does this from one knee. 
Regularly. 

Split personality 
While Thor is a bruising, multi-

talented football player who could 
conceivably play almost any posi-
tion on the field, James Casey is 
a soft-spoken, impeccably polite 
gentleman from small-town Texas 
who likes nothing more than to make 
his wife laugh. Case> addresses his 
coaches by saying "yes, sir" and "no, 
sir" without fail, and is sure to greet 
anyone he's ever been around with 
a smile and a hello. 

No player in recent memory 
has captured the fascination of fans 
quite like Thor has. The bruising 
freshman, who is listed in the media 
guide as a tight end but really plays 
receiver, quarterback, running back 
and defensive end, has his own cult 
following — a group of students 
who sport Thor T-shirts and sound 
resounding battle cries any time he 
touches the ball. However, according 
to Casey's wife Kylie, Thor is not his 
first nickname. 

"In the minor leagues they called 

him Curvebal l Casey because 
he had an amazing curveball ," 
she said. "They also called him 
Hercules — when they'd call him 
in out of the bullpen, they'd flex 
their arms." 

Casey's baseball career spanned 
four minor-league seasons. He was 
drafted into the Chicago White 
Sox' organization in the seventh 
round, 202nd overall, in 2003. 
Life in the minor leagues was 
different — Casey lived off an $850 
monthly stipend, and was pretty 
much left to take care of himself. 

However, the menial life soon 
began to take its toll, and after three 
years without promotion and a year 
of independent ball, Casey was ready 
to move on. 

A shift in his game 
After the baseball experiment 

did not go according to plan, Casey 
was forced to set his sights on 
other endeavors. He got together 
with high school coaches and put 
together a packet with a tape of old 
game film and a cover letter, which 
is the status quo. What separated 
this packet from the norm was the 
inclusion of a photo of himself and 
his muscular physique. 

"If someone told you a baseball 
player wanted to play football and you 
couldn't see him, you just might not 
know what I look like," Casey said. 
"A lot of baseball players are smaller 
type guys." 

So out the tapes went—to the Uni-

versity of Houston, Texas Christian 
University, the University of North 
Texas, several junior colleges, and to 
current Rice junior Dustin Hufsey, a 
former teammate ofCasey's. Hufsey, 
who was playing defensive back for 
the Owls at the time, took Casey's 
tape to the football office. 

Rice coaches liked what they saw 
and invited Casey to visit the school. 
When Thor walked through the door, 
he was offered a scholarship on the 
spot, but he had to accept quickly. 

"My uncle talked to Houston on 
the phone, [and] they wanted me to 
come talk to them," he said. 'It was 
going to be right after [visiting Rice], 
but [Rice] offered me a scholarship 
here. And with the university and the 
academics, I wanted to come here." 

The same week Casey arrived on 
campus, former head football coach 
Todd Graham left for the University 
of Tulsa. As Casey tried to adjust to 
being in school for the first time in 
four years, he said he had no idea 
what his future held. 

"I didn't know how I was going to 
do, if I was going to pass my classes, 
if I was even going to remember 
any math or anything," Casey said. 
"Then that week Coach Graham 
comes in on a Thursday morning 
at 6 a.m. and says that he's leav-
ing. I didn't know the rules about 
scholarships or anything like that, 
so I was like 'Oh no, am I going to 
have to leave?"' 

Luckily for both Casey and Rice, 
his scholarship was already set. 

The legend grows 
According to his growing mythol-

ogy, Thor can play every position 
at once, throw a football into outer 
space and hurl a baseball 95 mile s pe r 

hour—and that last claim h actualiy 
true. When head coach David Bailiff 
was asked about what plans he had 
for Thor before seeing him play, his 
response was humorous. 

"Well, I don't know exactly what 
we're going to do with him, but I do 
know if he had a muscle spasm he 
might die," Bailiff said. 

What Thor can actually do is 
spend an extra 20 or 30 minutes after 
every practice going over things like 
switching his ball hand or catching 
quick dump passes from junior quar-
terback Chase Clement after every 
practice. He also takes 18 hours this 
semester. Yes, this semester. 

During football season. 
In his first semester at Rice, 

'Dior's GPA was a 4.0. 
Aside from football and hitting 

the books, Casey spends most of 
his time with his wife, whom he has 
known for nearly ten years. James 
and Kylie met on the first day of 
their junior year of high school in 
an art class. Kylie had previously 
lived in the West Texas town of 
Muleshoe, but moved to Azle to 
play basketball for her aunt, the 
school's head coach. Kylie's uncle 
was James ' football coach, and 
he didn't think his niece should 
be dating anyone, even his star 
quarterback. 

"My uncle wasn't too happy 
about it at first," she said. "He didn't 

want me dating anyone, but James 
was a good guy, so he got over it 
pretty fast." 

In spite of the fact that James 
Casey is 23 years old, married, and 
has been out of high school since 
2003, he is still a true freshman on 
the field. And perhaps strangest of 
all, he and his teammates do not see 
the difference. 

"I view him just like I view any 
other freshman, 18 or not," Clem-
ent said. 

While playing all over the field 
has been fun for Thor, he and his 
coaches know where he hopes to 
ultimately end up — taking snaps 
as an e v e r y d a y q u a r t e r b a c k . 
However, until Clement is gone 
and Thor is ready, the fans should 
expect to see him continue to shine 
at whatever position can showcase 
his athletic ability. 

"He's going to be a quarterback 
here eventually," offensive coordina-
tor Tom Herman said. "Until his time 
[comes,] we're going to continue to 
use him any way that we can." 

While James Casey may be shy 
around strangers and devoted to 
the idea of family life, he is also 
the man who puts on a helmet and 
runs over linebackers as if they 
were on junior varsity high school 
squads. It's the combination of the 
two that makes J ames C asey who he 
is, and why his wife spends most of 
her time with James. But she likes 
being married to Thor, too. 

"I do have some Thor shirts my-
self," Kylie Casey said. "I wear them 
around the house sometimes." 

mm® 

AYIOH JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Since joining the Owls this season, 23-year-old freshman James Casey has created a cult following on campus. 
The former minor league baseball player Is third on the Owls with seven touchdowns scored. 
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www.greenmountaln.com 

mailto:Texasiofe1s@C31reer1IVIoMntair1.com
http://www.greenmountaln.com


SMU — Willis 31-13-2-165. BY THE 
NUMB 
Nov. 9 - 1 1 

THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16,2007 

Rice — Dillard 13-128, Case/ 5-67, Armstrong 4-42, 
Dixon 442, Welch 4-30, Henderson 2-18, Hill 2-15, 
Norris 1-22. 
SMU — Sledge 568, Fleming 3-37, Robinson 2-22, 
Sanders 1-16, Givens 1-6. 

Attendance —13 ,902 

FOOTBALL 

BICE 43 SMU 42 

RICE UCF 

Nov. 10, 2007 — Dallas, Texas 

Rice 
SMU 

13 14 0 
14 7 21 

16 
0 

43 
42 

Rice — King 30 interception return (Fangmeier 
kick failed) 
SMU — Sledge 21 pass from Willis (Morstead kick) 
SMU — Sledge 15 pass from Willis (Morstead kick) 
Rice — Dillard 13 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Rice — Dillard 25 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Rice — Sendejo 3 1 interception return (Fangmeier 
kick) 
SMU — Willis 3 run (Morstead kick) 
SMU — Sledge 6 pass from Willis (Morstead kick) 
SMU — Sanders 16 pass from Willis (Morstead 
kick) 
SMU — Butler 1 run (Morstead kick) 
Rice — Clement 8 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Rice — Clement 6 run (Clement pass failed) 
Rice — Fangmeier 31 field goal 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yard 
Passing Yards 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Rice — Clement 12-124. Hill 7-22, Ugokwe 2-19. 
Casey 4-17. 
SMU — Martin 16-143. Willis 13-170. Butler 6-64, 
Mapps 11-40. Rhodes 1-8. Givens 1-6. Sanders 
1-4. 
Passing 
Rice — Clement 52-35-1-364, Casey 1-0-0-0. 

Nov. 9, 2007 — El Paso, Texas 

Rice (12-7-2): Erkel, Schugart, Petric, Edwards, Taylor, B. 
Martin, Robbins, Ostendorf, Wong, Jaggers, C. Martin; 
Substitutes: Scott, Conn. 

UCF (14-3-3): Manis, Whidden, George, Thomas, Orr, 
De Leon, Wilde, Moore, Kravec, Schooley, Begley; 
Substitutes: Martorana, Halbert, Newport, Jackson, 
Dos Santos, Ofuani. 

Goals: Schooley (6). 
Assists: Thomas. 
Cautions: Taylor 41'. 
Ejections: None. 

Rice SMU 
30 25 
181 320 
364 165 
545 485 
106 98 
6-35.7 5-45.0 
29:04 30:56 

Final Stats 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 252 

VOLLEYBALL 

S M l i i L A I C E ^ 

Rice UCF 
17 11 
8 1 
1 8 
4 6 
6 6 
1 2 

Nov. 10, 2007 — Fox Gym 

SMU 23 22 2 8 

Rice 3 0 3 0 3 0 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

SMU 
40 
26 
147 
.095 
38 
2 
61 
10.0 

Rice 
54 
24 
153 
.196 
52 
6 
69 
12.0 

FOOTBALL 
From page 15 

60-yard drive down to SMU's 14-
yard line to set up Fangmeier's 
31-yard game-winning field goal 
as time expired. Fangmeier earned 
C-USA Special Teams Player of the 
Week honors. 

The game-winning kick was not 
without controversy, as it appeared 
to the SMU bench and crowd that 
time expired following freshman 
running back Justin Hill's run to 
the 14-yard line. However, head 
coach David Bailiff called for a 
timeout before time expired. The 
referees placed one second back on 
the clock, allowing for Fangmeier's 
31-yard kick. 

Clement continues to impress as 
a dual-threat quarterback, this week 
throwing for 364 yards while rushing 
for 124 yards. With this performance, 
he became the first quarterback in 
NCAA history to pass for at least 300 
yards and run for at least 100 yards 
in consecutive games. 

Defensively, the Owls surren-
dered no points in the fourth quarter, 
holding SMU to a pair of punts and 
a missed field goal attempt. 

"At the end of thegame, we've come 
together and done what we needed to 
do for the last two weeks," senior cor-
nerback Gary Anderson, Jr. said. 

Bailiff said the team effort allowed 
Rice to pull away with the win. 

"[For] the defense to step up 
there at the end to give the offense 
the ball back with two and a half 
minutes was what we needed to 
happen," he said. 'To get back-to-
back wins in conference is really 
increasing our confidence in what 
we can accomplish." 

Although many teams may suf-
fer under pressure, the Owls are 
growing accustomed to these types 
of close wins. 

"[It was] another nail-biting fin-
ish," Clement said. "That's just kind 
of the Rice Owl fashion." 

POWDERPUFF PREDICTIONS: FINALS 

Sid W. Richardson College (6-3) 
vs. 

Mary G. Jones College (6-3) 

Casey Michel 
Sports Editor 

"Listen, we all know who the real winners 

are: The fans. Except if you are a fan of 

Sid. Then you will be very, very sad." 

Stephen 
Whitfield 

E.i.C. 

"Obviously Sid's going to win. That's not re-

ally the question. The real question is by how 

much. It's going to be such a butt-kicking 

that 1 will actually go out and watch it." 

Evan Mintz 
Executive 

Editor 

"Jones was the first women's college. Sid 

was the last to go co-ed. I'm going to have to 

give it to history and say that Jones has more 

experience with it." 

Matt McKee 
A&E Editor 

"America loves underdogs. It's a common 

trope in sports stories. But 1 hate that trope. 

And 1 love my fast women. And 1 know that 

they're going to dominate Sid." 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
SMU —Rainbird 12, Peters 9 
Rice — Bogan 12, Morgan 122, Boulavsky 11 

Assists 
SMU — Kons 20, Wilkerson 13 
Rice — Schamun 43 

Digs 
SMU — Davis 21, Wilkerson 13 
Rice — Lam 25, Dennemann 13 

Attendance — 315 

3. SMU 
4. UAB 
5. UTEP 
6. Tulane 
7. UCF 
8. ECU 
9. Memphis 
10. Marshall 
11. Houston 

105 
118 
124 
152 
196 
196 
214 
267 
280 

TULSA 3 RICE 2 

30 20 15 
26 30 10 

Tulsa Rice 
68 81 
27 29 
214 225 
.192 .231 
62 73 
9 6 
101 111 
12.0 9.0 

Nov. 9, 2007 — Fox Gym 

Tulsa 26 30 
Rice 30 23 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Tulsa — Nepomuceno 21, Ridley 14, Boyle 11 
Rice — Morgan 18, Holderness 14, Bogan 14 

Assists 
Tulsa — Silva 52 
Rice — Schamun 60 

Digs 
Tulsa — Grove 26, Silva 21, Wood 17 
Rice — Lam 35. Schamun 18, Dennemann 15 

Attendance — 351 

12. Southern Miss302 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
Thansgiving turkey... 
...and Portland rain 
And now for an entire column's space for your beloved: 
Tool Points Leaderboard! 
Stephen: Who's Stevie Nicks?? 
Sean MacBeath: 100,000,000, to become Miss 
America Tool Points Leader. 
Riry Chun: 6,000, because you just gave me the 
middle finger. 
Matt McKee: 756. Mozart sucks. 

Sarah Rutledge (LOSES): Only 300, because she 
friended me on Facebook. 
Jocelyn Wright: 250 because she's Canadian 
Anna Wilde: 222. She hits me. And it hurts. 
Daniel Money-garden: 221 (bags of gold). I hear NBA 
Live 2008 sucked. Crap. 
4th floor freshmen: Tell Natalie to turn down her 
music already. 
Valarie, our boss: (I just want to see if she reads 
this). 
Amberlynn Liu: 200, because that's about how much 
strippers usually make a night (thanks for the spelling 
tips btw Riang) 
Ferras Vinh: 2, because it's the number of losses 
that the Colts have. 
Dylan Rumph: 0, because it's the number of losses 
the Patriots have (take THAT Ferrasl) 
Evan Mintz: -.69 
Teri-fic McKee: -5. What a mom. 
Nikki Metxgar: Because sh'es never had any tool points 
before, I'm not really sure what to give her... 
Time to watch Heroes! 

MEN'S CROSS 

NCAA SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONALS 
Nov. 10, 2007 — Fayetteville, Ark. 

1. Arkansas 
2. Texas 
3. Texas A&M 
4. Lamar 
5. LSU 
6. Baylor 
7. TAMU-CC 
8. Rice 
9. UALR 

37 
52 
101 
122 
188 
193 
200 
201 
239 

10. North Texas 262 

WOMEN'S CROSS 

Nov. 10, 2007 — El Paso, Texas 

1. Rice 
2. Tulsa 

26 
54 

H 

Call and you could save. 
Class dismissed. 

• Convenient local off ice 

• Money-saving discounts 

• Low down payments 

• Month ly payment plans 

• 24-hour service and claims 

• Coverage available by phone 

GEICO 
Local Office 

& 

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE. 

Geico Direct 

5405 Bellaire Blvd. 

Houston, TX 77401 

713-665-4202 
Some (fccsurts, ruwwjn pajwmt plans and k M s arc not available in aR in ail Gf ICO cwnpaniev Oovwnm»m fanptajm 

Insurance Co. GflCO GeneNl W i m to 6EK.0 tnderimtiy (o (>FK 0 Casualty Co. R*se iompantes at? subsidiaries of 8«ksiiit« Hatlkway In 

<SCKX> auto insutance s not available in MA Of ICO: Washington, DC 20076. to (007 GBCO The GEICO gecto image C Of ICQ W9 .'00/ 
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SATURDAY 

This is actually important 

For those of you who are "too 
cool for school" and haven't 
registered for classes yet, now's 
the time. The Registrar will 
fine you if you haven't signed 
up for the appropriate number 
o fhour sby 5 p.m. today. For 
full-time students, that's at least 
12 hours. 

Peace by Peacewest 

Rice for Peace & Justice and 
Amnesty International will host 
an "End the Iraq Occupation!" 
event during lunchtime 
(12-1 p.m.) today. There will 
be music and free lunch, in ad-
dition to speakers from Military 
Families Speak Out, Iraq Veter-
ans for Peace and Arab History 
Professor Dr. Ussama Makdisi. 

Oh so SAS-y 

The South Asian Society's 
annual fall show, Dhamaka!, 
opens tonight. A "night of 
dancing, singing and South 
Asian splendor" begins at 
6:30 p.m. in the RMC's Grand 
Hall. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
— tickets cost $6 for Rice 
students, faculty and staff and 
$9 for non-Rice. An Indian 
buffet dinner is included in 
ticket price and immediately 
follows the show. Dhamaka! 
also shows tomorrow night 
at 6:30 p.m. 

ROT's "Last Call" 

Rice Dance Thea t re ' s fall 
show, Last Call, will hold its 
last th ree shows tonight at 
8 p.m. and tomorrow at 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m. in the Harjo 
Dance Studio inside the 
Rec Center. Email ricedan-
cetheatre@hotmail.com to 
make reservat ions (be sure 
to specify n u m b e r of seats) . 
Tickets est $5 for s tudents 
and $7 general admission. 

And now for The Main Event 

Houston's Main Event will hap-
[x-n again tonight and tomor-
row, downtown on Main Street 
between Congress and Capital. 
Every weekend, outdoor cafes, 
street performers (of the classy 
variety), vocalists, light shows 
and odier attractions set up for 
your enjoyment. 

Salsa Salsa Revolution! 

Join the Rice Salseros for a 
Salsa Social in Farnsworth 
Pavilion. Don't dance? The 
Salseros will teach you how, 
with lessons starting at 9 p.m. 
$3 for Rice students and $5 for 
non-Rice. 

M-E-D-l-A 

It's a complicated acronym 
that stands for something, as 
acronyms usually do. But the 
general idea is a technotronic 
dance party thrown in Ander-
son by the Archis, for you! And 
it's free! "Lasers, booze, sick 
jams, dancing, and full on fun." 
MEDIA will lie in Anderson 
Hall (the Architecture build-
ing) from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. And 
wear that stuff that glows in 
the dark. That's always fun. 

MONDAY 

Two bits 

Get snazzed up before head-
ing home to see the folks. 
RPC's Barber Days = cheap 
haircuts. It s tar ts at 10 a.m. 
and sets up in an undisclosed 
location in the RMC — usu-
ally near the front doors. 

Russell Means speaks at Rice 

The famous Lakota activ-
ist will visit Rice today. 
Means' speech, "Colonialism 
perfected on the American 
Indian: now exported to the 
American Citizen," will be 
given from 3-4 p.m. in the 
RMC's Grand Hall. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

THE RICE THRESHER CALENDAR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16,2007 

We are looking for a special egg donor. 

COMPENSATION 
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 

This ad is being placed for a particular client 
and is not soliciting eggs for a donor bank or 
registry. We provide a unique program that 
only undertakes one match at a time and we 

do not maintain a donor database. 

Please visit 

www.elitedonors.com 
for full program details 

M M 20th Anniversary 1987-2006 

• P P i H H 

JET 
The Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
Live and Work in J upon • Make Friends around the World • Do Something Different * TEACH 

Experience a New Culture * Make a Difference in Local Communities • Represent the United States 

JET is a Japanese government sponsored program that seeks to enhance 
internationalization in Japan by promoting mutual understanding between 
Japan and other nations. The program also aims to improve foreign 
language education in Japan and to encourage international exchange at 
the local level by fostering ties between Japanese and foreign youth. JET 
participants work either as Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs) or 
Coordinators for International Relations (CIRs). 

Japanese language ability not required 
(for ALTs) 
Annual salary of ¥3, 600. 000 
(appx $32, 000) tax-free 
Round-trip airfare provided 
Medical and accident insurance 
Pension fund savings program 
Round-trip airfare 

Occupation and language training 
10-20 paid vacation days per year 
Strong support network 
International living and work experience 
Friends from many countries and cultures 
Must complete Bachelor's Degree by 
July 2008 to apply this year 

Application Deadline: 

December 3, 2007 
For more information and online application, please visit 

http://www.embjapan.org/JETProgram/homepage.html 
or contact Alex Maciulaitis. JET Program Coordinator 

phone: (713)652-2977 x 2114 email: jetcoord@cgjhou.org 

Proudly Sponsored by the Government of Japan 

mailto:cetheatre@hotmail.com
mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.elitedonors.com
http://www.embjapan.org/JETProgram/homepage.html
mailto:jetcoord@cgjhou.org


".sasssT 

-

• 

THE RICE THRESHER BACKPAGE FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16.2007 

hresher fires scapegoat 
The Rice Thresher 

f i r ed a s c a p e g o a t 
today in r e s p o n s e 
to complaints about 
E x e c u t i v e E d i t o r 
Evan Mintz. Editor 
in Chief S t e p h e n 
Whitfield made the 
a n n o u n c e m e n t at 
a press conference 
b e f o r e Thresher 
reporters . 

The goat, which 
had been Mintz's su-
perior, was accused 
by Whitfield of lying 
down on the job, not 
fulfilling his duties 
of overseeing Mintz, 
and also eating a tin 
can. 

"1 delegate respon-
sibility here at the 
ThresherWhitfield said. "And if 
someone doesn't do their job or 
angers readers, then they should 
not be working here. So I had to 
fire the goat." Whitfield then went 
into a Voids induced rage. 

Thresher Editor in Chief Stephen Whitfield fired a goat in response to complaints about 
Executive Editor Evan Mintz. The goat was accused of not fulfilling its duties as Mintz's 
superior and also eating a tin can. 

S t u d e n t s have e x p r e s s e d 
relief with the firing of the goat. 
"This is supposed to be the Rice 
Thresher, not the Goat Thresher," 
Sid senior Andrew Brantley said. 
'That goat just thinks that it can 
do whatever it wants. Well, now it 

has to face the consequences." 
The goat did not take the fir-

ing lightly. 
"Bah! Baaaaaa," the goat said. 

"Baaaaa!" Then the goat ate a 
tin can. 

Did you know that you can take classes taught by undergrads for actual, factual credit? 
For reals, those schmucks wno won't shut up in class now have their very own venue to ramble 
about whatever it Is they think they're an expert in. Wait a minute, I'm a schmuck who loves the 
hear the sound of my own voice. Maybe I should teach a class! Alas, none are for distribution. 

' " " " ny - - /V ' , '. , 

EVAN 225: Drawing Evan I 
EVAN 321: Race, Gender, Evan and Technoscience 
EVAN 332: Evan's Abnormal Behavior 

. 

EVAN 408: Evan Capstone Design Project 
EVAN 481: Evan and Hurricane Risk Assesment 

•• % v . \ 

EVAN 100: Intro to Evan 
EVAN 101: History of Evan 
EVAN 109: Evan Physical Fitness Training 
EVAN 131: Modern Myth, Modern Evan 
EVAN 140: Intro to Ballroom Dancing with Evan 
(women) 
EVAN 201: Inro to Lesbian. Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Evan Studies 
EVAN 202: Who is (not) Evan? 
EVAN 221: Evan and the Reformation 

;• v 
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EVAN 490: Supervised Reading with Evan 
EVAN 577: Buddhism, Gender, Society, and Evan 
EVAN 645: Evan's Investments and Portfolio 
Management 
EVAN 800: Evan Research and Thesis 

Mentally challenged student 
unable to comprehend irony 

Resea rche r s in the Texas 
Medical Center released a study 
today report ing the discovery 
of a new mental disorder — the 
inability to comprehend irony, 
satire, and other forms of dry 
wit. The only victim of the dis-
order so far is a Rice University 
student. 

Sanders, as he is known, was 
turned over to hospital authori-
ties by his family with hopes of 
finding a cure. 

D o c t o r s c o m p a r e t h e 
disorderto Asperger's syndrome, 
except it is limited purely to the 
inability to r e c o g n i z e when 
words express something other 
than their literal intention. 

"He was just sitting in the com-
mons, ranting about how Nikki 
Metzgar 'scolumnthe other week 
was completely wrong and that 
Lindsay Lohan was actually a bad 
actress," a fellow student said. 
"Then two orderlies just dragged 
him into an ambulance. I guess 
it's for the best." 

Indeed, Sander s ' d i sorder 
gave him great difficulties inter-
acting with the rest of the Rice 
community. 

"He would always complain 
about 80s Party because of the 
unfashionable clothes everyone 
wore," ano ther s tudent said. 
"Now it all makes sense." 

Sander's disease even gave 
him troubles in his classroom. 

"I remember when we had 
to read A Modest Proposal," his 
classmate said. "He wouldn't 
shut up about how it was wrong 
for Jonathan Swift to 'write a 
silly' because 'it demonstrated 
a lack of respect for the ideas of 
others and tarnished the Irish 
reputation.'" 

Doctors hope that one 

day Sanders will be 

able to appreciate the 

humor of Flight of the 

Concords, Sarah 

Silverman and The 

USA PATRIOT act 

Doctors hope that one day 
Sanders will be able to appreci-
ate the humor of Flight of the 
Concords, Sarah Silverman and 
The USA PATRIOT act. 

"I always knew that something 
waswrongwithhim,"his brother 
Jay said. "I guess I never really 
noticed things until he started a 
campaign to boycott The Colbert 
Report because of Stephen Col-
bert 's right-wing hate speech." 

The Backpage is satire and is 
written by Evan Mintz 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

NOVELISTNEEDSresearcher. Requires 
basic knowledge of genetics and genetic 
engineering, and an understanding of 
what goes on in the labs. Fees negotiable. 
E-mail doug@honestarwriers.com. 

PART-TIME ASSISTANT video editor 
needed. Must be a self-starter, enthu-
siastic, organized, and willing to learn. 
Computer literate and familiarity with 
editing software are preferred. Please 
write to resiime@amivdseyefilm.com or 
call 713-218-9522. 

H a l o T o u r n a m e n t 

C o n t i n u e s 

A 
I l \ M o n d a y H o n e s ] 

K T R U P u b N i n t l t 

W a r a\ 
e n j R u b l N 

T u e s d a y I L o v e t t i 

H a n s z e n R u b l N i g h t 
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H a i l o w e e w r i v i a l 

a d e J o s M u e r t o a 

BpiiH N i g l i t l 
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W()RK FI.EXIBLEHOU RS at a fun, re-
wardingjob! Private Montessori school 
in the museum district seeks part-time 
and full-time help. Children range in 
age from infant to upper elementary. 
Contact Tara at 713-520-0738. 

STUDENTS NEEDED to help Mom 
work with developmental^ delayed 
child. We will be doing a variety of 
programs and exercises to work the 
brain! 15-20hrs/week. Flexible sched-
ule. $12/hr to start. Call 713-906-2749 
for more info. Great opportunity to 
help a child. Montrose area. 

EGG DONATION. Earn $5,000 to 
$30,000helping couples. Based on your 
age, health, genetic makeup, educa-
tion, aptitude, and other attributes. You 
can earn up to $30,000 by donating your 
eggs to help infertile couples' dreams 
come true. To learn how you can help, 
visit our website @ www.primgen.net or 
call 281-265-1403. 

PART-TIME BABYSITTER needed! 
Watch 2 yr old for few hours a day. 
Live off the rail on Braeswood. Early 
mornings maybe some evenings. Start 
January. Pay is negotiable. Call 281 -726-
5322 or email eblanco@bcm.edu. 

ESTABLISHED S( )I-TWARE company 
owned by Rice graduates is looking for 
talented software development interns 
with C# and ASPNet experience. Help 
clients implement our enterprise soft-
ware and participate in the design of 
ournewWeb 2.0 online service. Please 
send letter and resume expressing 
interest to carecrs@r7solutions.com 

MICHAELYNDON SALON in the 
Galleria a rea is looking for an en-
erget ic , professional and polished 

individual to fill a FT client coordi-
nator position. 1722 Post Oak Blvd 
Houston TX 77056. Call 713-963-9121 
and ask f o r T a s h a or Jeremy. 

L O O K I N G FOR a s t u d e n t / g r a d 
student with an interest in a n d / o r a 
background in early childhood devel-
opment education speech language or 
child psychology to help part-time with 
a 3.5 year old girl (West University 
area) with chal lenges in the areas of 
communication social skills, play and 
motor skills. Hours and pay negotiable 
but will pay TI )P $. Call Jeff of Kim 
at 832-687-9893 or email at gundone@ 
aol.com. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A S S I S T A N T 
needed for software company. Offices 
in the Rice Village. Friendly environ-
ment with other Rice graduates . Flex-
ible schedule. $14/hour . Please apply 
at careers@r7solutions.com. 

OTHER 

DO YOU have a class? I have a time 
to take care your child. I can be a tutor 

nanny. References upon inquiry, momcn-
tu m2007isabel@gmail. co »i. 

ABOLISH DEATH PENALTY. Texas 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty 
will meet Thursday at <i PM Dec. 6 in 
the first floor meeting room of the Freed-
MontroseLibrary4100 Montrose. Guest 
speaker will be Reverend Carroll Pickett. 
His topic will be "My Experience With 
Ijethal Injection". Reverend Pickett was 
chaplain in the Texas death house in 
Huntsville during 95 executions. As 
such he is uniquely qualified to share 
his experiences with the lethal injection 
process. Picket is author of the book. 
Within These Walls: Memoirs of a Death 
House Chaplain. 

HOUSING 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. 4001 Greeley near 
Montrose blvd. Bike to Rice U. Small 
one bedroom apartment. Hardwood 
floors, window unit air, gas heat, on-site 
laundry. Small privately owned building 
with a small courtyard. $565 with lease 
and deposit. Available NOW. Andover 
713-524-3344. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:doug@honestarwriers.com
mailto:resiime@amivdseyefilm.com
http://www.primgen.net
mailto:eblanco@bcm.edu
mailto:carecrs@r7solutions.com
mailto:careers@r7solutions.com

