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Beer-Bike 
track closed 
until January 
Construction workers 
to use track area for 
additional parking 

by Lily Chun 
THRESHER EDITORIAl. STAI'K 

T e a m s looking to p repare early for Beer-
Bike will find a "traek closed" sign when 
they get to the Beer-Bike track. 

D i r e c t o r of Admin i s t r a t i ve S e r v i c e s 
f lugen Radulescu ordered the track in the 
Greenbr ia r Lot to be closed Friday so addi-
tional parking spaces inside the track could 
be opened up to cons t ruc t ion workers . T h e 
track will re-open in January so s tudents can 
p repa re for Beer-Bike and will close again 
af ter Beer-Bike. 

Police Chief Bill Taylor said the track 
was closed because the re is no way people 
can park in the center of the track without 
c ross ing the track itself. 

"It makes no sense for people to r ide 
bicycles in the same place that people a re 
go ing to be driving and parking their cars ," 
Taylor said. 

Taylor said he was not surprised Radules-
cu made the decision to close the track. 

"I was anticipating this [earlier] when I 
knew we were going to have so much const ruc-
tion on campus from the amount of visitors, 
community people with parking permits and 
the number of construction people parking 
[in Greenbriar Lot]," Taylor said. 

Radulescu said he did not think many 
col leges would be pract icing for Beer-Bike 
be fo re January. 

"It will be affecting a few people who are us-
ing the bike track right now," Radulescu said. 

O n e c o l l e g e t ha t is p r e p a r i n g fo r 
Beer-Bike early is Brown College. Brown 
Beer -Bike co-Captain P e t e r S t e f f e n s e n 
said a l though he feels having a track close 
by is convenient , h e unde r s t ands why the 
Greenbr ia r track was closed. 

see TRACK, page 1 
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Is this a trick or a treat? 
Students from across campus joined in on the fun for the annual Halloween edition of Baker 13. The runners deck out in shaving cream to cover 
their essentials and make a tour to all corners of campus. Here the runners gather at Will Rice College. 

Student-athlete graduation rates remain high 
bv Sarah Rutledge 
THRFSHFR EDITORIAL STAFF 

According to the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, Rice's s tudent-athlete 
graduat ion rate is among the h ighes t in the 
nation. In a s tatement posted on the NCAA's 
Web site Tuesday, the universi ty 's gradu-
ation rate was listed at <S1 percent , which 
is comparable to recent years . 

The graduat ion ra tes are calculated by 
taking s tudents with athletic scholarsh ips 
in the 2000 enter ing class to see how many 
have graduated by 2006 c o m m e n c e m e n t . 
This format allows for 6-year p rograms such 
as archi tec ture but d i scounts any t ransfer 
s tuden t s or midyear s tudents , because it 
focuses only on matr iculants from the year 
2000. T h e four-class average, which looks 
at the 1997 to 2000 enter ing c lasses and 

their graduat ion ra tes six years later, is 78 
percent , the same as it was last year. 

Assistant Athletic Director for Academic 
Services ju l ie Griswold said these statistics 
may also be mis leading because , given 60 
to 75 a th le tes per class, having just five 
athletes fail to g radua te could strongly 
influence the number s . Additionally, these 
statistics only take into account a th le tes on 
financial aid and thus do not account for 
every athlete on campus . 

Rice ranked seventh last year in four-
year average graduat ion rate among Divi-
sion I-A schools , and Griswold said she 
expects this rate to rise again. She attr ibutes 
this fluctuation to an abe r ran t year. 

The graduat ion success rate for student-
athletes, which takes into account t ransfer 
s tudents to Rice and midyear s tudents , is 
92 percent . T h e graduat ion success rate 

for all Rice s tuden t s is 91 percent . 
This spring, the NCAA will post the 

academic p r o g r e s s ra te for each school. 
In this sys tem, each athlete can earn a 
m a x i m u m of four d e m e r i t points each 
school yea r—one for eligibility, one for 
re ten t ion and one each semes t e r . T h e 
score for each player on a team is added up 
and taken out of 1,000. Generally, a score 
below 925 resu l t s in a scholarsh ip penalty 
by the NCAA. T h e NCAA penalizes each 
low-APR team for each athlete who leaves 
the school without good academic stand-
ing in the amount of scho la rsh ips they can 
award the following year. 

Griswold said no teams at Rice are close to 
this penalty, and that coaches instead try to en-
sure their team gets among the top 10 percent 
of APR scores in the country. Last year, 11 of 

see GRADUATION, page 10 
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Players putting out 
Take a break from your busy schedule and 

check out some productions put on by college 
theater groups across campus. 

• Cafe and Comedy: 
Lovett College, today and Saturday 
7:30-9 p.m. 

• You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown: 
Hanszen C ollege, today 8-10p.m., Saturday 
7-9 p.m., and Nov. 9-10,8-10 p.m. 

• Jesus Christ Superstar. 
Brown College, Nov. 8-10 and 15-17, 
8-10 p.m. 

Message from the Registrar 
Deadlines are approaching! Today at 5 p.m. 

is the deadline for dropping courses with a fee 
and designating a course status as "Pass/Fail." 
The second RI)A PIN for Fall 2007 expires and 
online registrationisdisabledfondl undergradu-
ates at 5 p.m. today. 

Vote for real... and SA 
Don't forget to vote in Tuesday's election. 

And also, don't forget to voice your opinion about 
the academic calendar in the Student Associa-
tion's online poll at sa.rice.edu from Nov. 5-9. 

OPINION Page 3 Scoreboard 

A&E Page 13 
Stephen Colbert is America 

SPORTS Page 15 
Women dominate C-USA title 

Soccer 
Rice 1. Tulsa 0 
Football 
Marshall 34, Rice 21 
Volleyball 
Marshall 3, Rice 1 
East Carolina 3, Rice 2 

"If they have to close it to accommodate for the 
construction, that's fine if it gets construction done 
faster." 
— Brown College sophomore Peter Steffensen on 
the temporary closure of the Beer-Bike track. 
See story, page 1 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Mostly Sunny, 55-79 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 51-79 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny, 53-80 degrees 
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Open West Lot 3, not 
bike track, to parking 

Adding to the list of sacrifices students are making for 
construction, it looks like we will now lose our Beer-Bike track 
(see story, page 1). We understand the need for more parking for 
construction workers, but we feel that there are ways to provide 
more parking without having to close the track. 

Instead, Rice should let construction workers park in West Lot 
Three, the Resident Student Parking lot, which is never filled to 
capacity. Part of the lot along Rice Boulevard could be sectioned 
off from the rest of the lot, with an entrance on the street. This step 
would provide convenient parking for construction workers without 
disrupting the bike track. 

While these changes may require some effort, we feel that they 
would be beneficial in the long run. The current track has been 
quite an investment, built in 1985 for $11,000 and repaved in 1998 for 
$70,000. Having cars drive over the track on a regular basis would 
damage this investment and potentially require further costly repairs 
before the track is reopened in January. However, these repairs 
would only be until parking is again allowed after Beer-Bike, which 
would necessitate yet another round of repairs. Opening West Lot 
three would render these repairs unnecessary and provide increased 
parking even during Beer-Bike. And at a time when Rice is already 
spending a lot of money on construction, campus planners should 
do whatever they can to prevent unnecessary construction. 

Furthermore, the Beer-Bike track serves as a resource not just 
for students, but for people throughout the community as well. If 
there is a way to provide parking without closing the track and clos-
ing this connection with the rest of Houston, then campus planners 
should embrace it. 

Students are already inconvenienced by construction, but they 
adjust their plans because of the long-term benefits. We hope that 
construction planners will take the same attitude. 

Gonzales' Rice award 
should not be revoked 

In last Sunday's Houston Chronicle, William P. Hobby Professor 
Emeritus of History Harold Hyman wrote a column stating that 
Rice University should rescind Alberto Gonzales' (Lovett '79) Dis-
tinguished Alumnus award. We disagree. 

We recognize Gonzales' failures as attorney general, not only 
because of his treatment of the U.S. Constitution, but also because 
of his politicizing of the Justice Department. If Rice were to repeal 
Gonzales' award, it would be guilty of a similar crime. 

The Distinguished Alumni awards are not political and should not 
become political. When Gonzales received his award in 2002, he had 
a distinguished career as Texas secretary of state, member of the 
Texas Supreme Court and counsel to President George W. Bush. 
This was an impressive record for a Rice alumnus, Republican or 
Democat, and worthy of recognition. Any step to revoke his award 
would merely be an act of buyer's regret. 

Furthermore, rescinding Gonzales' award would set a precedent 
for revoking awards after the fact for any recipient. Should Rice go 
through its records and see if some deceased alumni committed 
crimes in their time? We do not think Rice should have to deal with 
such reducto ad absurdum possibilities. 

Rice is not in a position to commit retroactive finger waving. 
Gonzales is already shamed enough in the eyes of the nation, and a 
much better way to react to this would be discussions and lectures 
about the problems with and consequences of his actions as attorney 
general. Proper discussion could actually have some effect. Revoking 
his award would prove nothing 

No matter what steps are taken, Gonzales will always be tied to 
the university, and that is a fact that faculty, students and alumni all 
must live with. 

In the end, Gonzales' award will serve as a reminder that gaining 
power and prestige is one thing — it is what you do with that power 
that really matters. 

Vote on Tuesday 
You may not be aware, but Tuesday is Election Day. Since it is a 

mid-mid-term election, it may not seem that too much is at stake, 
especially given the comfortable position of Mayor Bill White and 
most city council officials. However, there are some interesting 
propositions on the ballot. So do a little research, vote on Tuesday 
and make sure that Rice students' voices are heard. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

RUPD thefts promote 
student awareness 
To the editor: 

Last week the Thresher presented 
two pieces that drew attention to the 
recent upswing in personal property 
thefts that our campus has been ex-
periencing ("RUPD: Stop stealing," 
Oct 26; "RUPD launchescontroversial 
anti-theft policy," Oct 26). Both Dale 
Swartz's piece and the editorial piece 
certainly highlight the need for us all 
to be more aware and participate in 
our efforts to reduce crime on campus. 
Rather than become a partner in that 
effort, the Thresher seems to have 
misunderstood the intention of the 
University Police Department, terming 
our efforts to curtail theft as "some 
sort of practical joke" or accusing the 
officers of theft I firmly believe this is 
a misunderstanding and want to bring 
some clarity to the situation. 

First, I would like to commend 
the Fondren Library staff for being 
a front-runner in efforts to reduce 
crime in their building and on campus. 
They have had an active Crime Watch 
Program for several years. Members 
of the "Watch" were concerned for the 
students when they noticed a rise in 
the number of thefts occurring in their 
building. They approached the Uni-
versity Police Department and asked 
to work with us as a team to minimize 
this problem. With that cooperation, 
we began to identify personal property 
left unsecured and unattended. Rather 
than just put a note or card on the prop-
erty to "flag" it to potential thieves, the 
property was taken to the Circulation 
Desk to be secured and later claimed by 
its owner. Working witli the Fondren li-
brary staff, we were able to accomplish 
several things that are more than 
educational—they are practical. Most 
importantly, the property is returned 
to its owner rather than ending up in 
thehandsofathieforsomepawn shop. 
Secondly, we reduce the potential for 
theft by taking opportunity out of the 
equation. 

Finally, it is not part of the University 
Police Department's mission nor is it 
our intention to "play mommy" to any-
one. Ourhopesandeffortsare invested 
in protecting the campus from crime. 
By utilizing an active theft reduction 
program in the library, we have planted 
a seed that hopefully will continue to 
grow across the rest of the campus, 
making a safer environment for all. 

William F. Taylor 
Rice University Chief of Police 

Police Department 

Write-in elimination 
done for convienence 
To the editor: 

After hearing comments around 
campus regarding the lack of a write-in 
option for the Homecoming Election, I 
would like to explain the background 
behind our elections process ("Home-
coming oligarchy," Oct 26). 

The Homecoming Election is not in 
the Student Association Constitution, 
so we have to play it by ear somewhat. 
List year, we used paper ballots in 
college commons. Previous online 
elections had very low turnout so we 
continued with paper in an attempt to 
increase turnout. In retrospect we see 
that this process excludes off-campus 
students and needs to be improved. 

The nominees were selected from 
ideas that New Students Representa-
tives gathered from students at their 
respective colleges, 'litis process was 

more universal than in recent years, 
when executives and senators alone 
brainstormed nominees. We chose not 
to have a write-in option because paper 
ballots get higher voter turnout but it 
is difficult to count write-ins efficiently 
during manual tabulation. I apologize 
if this decision disappointed students 
and ask for your feedback regarding 
future Homecoming Elections. 

If you have comments or think the 
Homecoming Election should be put 
into legislation to achieve continuity 
and/or fairness, please come to the 
SA meeting on Nov. 5 at 10 p.m. in 
Farnsworth to voice your opinion. 

I also want to emphasize that the 
General Election in the Spring will be 
held online using preferential voting 
with a write-in option, like usual. I look 
forward to your comments at our next 
meeting. 

Laura Kelley 
Brown senior 

Student Association President 

Healthcare column 
lacks facts, has bias 
To the editor: 

This is in response to the opinion 
column about coffee on campus which 
also mentions that "universal health 
care is the death knell of individual 
privacy"("Competitive healthcare 
necessary for quality," Oct 26). 

Before disagreeing, let's introduce 
a whole new dimension to the argu-
ment — facts! 

The few things that were mentioned 
about the health care system thus 
become quickly challenged. Let's put 
the high-minded European countries in 
the wild context of facts. If the author's 
claim s are correct then why would the 
World Health Organization rank those 
countries' systems higher than the 
37th-ranked U.S. health care system? 
A quick glance at the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment Health Statistics 2007 provides 
the facts-based answer: Our system 
is inefficient, inequitable and lacking 
incentives to improve health outcomes. 
In terms of cost, the United States is a 
clear outlier, with health spending per 
capita double the OECD median. 

As for technology, the United States 
adopts new medical technology before 
other nations do because we do not 
conduct a cost-benefit analysis for 
innovations. As a matter of fact, many 
nations employ more technology in 
their systems than we do, once their 
cost-benefit analysis proves positive. 
Also, according to factual evidence, 
Americans wait longer for general 
practitioners than the citizens of other 
OECD nations, although we do have 
shorter lines to see specialists and 
receive elective surgeries. 

The most important fact is that cost, 
quality and access are three major 
interdependent factors in health care 
systems. For instance, costly systems, 
such as ours, limit both access to and 
quality of care. This occurs in many 
aspects: Care becomes unaffordable, 
appropriate care is at odds with costs 
and private hospitals' revenues, etc. 
Similarly, if access is expanded, costs 
become easier to control as treatment s 
such as tobacco cessation and preven-
tive clinical servicesareprovided wide-
ly. Quality also increases, as feasibility 
of virtually coordinated care (read: 
electronic records) becomes higher. 
An illustration oftliis interdependence 
is t Ik • Ai nerican Cancer S< K-iety's recent 
campaign for universal health care. 

1 listory shows that all developed na-
tions started off with a predominantly 

private health care system such as 
ours and moved on to comprehensive 
systems, which allow improvement 
of quality, access and cost Today, the 
United States compares unfavorably 
with most European nations in life 
expectancy, infant mortality, chronic 
disease management and medical 
error rates. 

Framing the health care crisis as 
an issue of a political ideology and 
individual rights is an easy and costly 
mistake to make when discussing 
policy. The United States has much to 
learn from other nations' experience 
with health care systems. Once we iso-
late the issue ofhealth care reform from 
fervent political claptrap and focus on 
the per formance of the system instead, 
we can bring about real change. 

Igor Gorlach 
Wess senior 

Leebron office hours 
ideal for discussion 
To the editor: 

I can think of many good reasons to 
participate in one or more of President 
Leebron's open office hour sessions for 
students. The sessions are good op-
portunities to get to know someone of 
whom you may have only heard stories. 
They are also good for gaining clarity 
about university decisionsyou may not 
fully understand or perhaps with which 
you do not initially agree. 

If you are passionate about some-
thing on campus, whether it's diversity, 
environmental affairs or Rice's impact 
on the surrounding community, these 
sessions are ideal occasions to learn 
of President Leebron's beliefs on and 
ideas about the same topic. 

The next office hour is thisTuesday 
from 3-4 p.m. on the fourth floor of the 
Allen Center in the president's office, 
and more will follow next semester. I 
plan to be there, and I hope to see many 
more of you join me. 

Alicia Burns-Wright 
Jones senior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the 'Ihresher 
bye-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be 110 lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advertisements. 
Advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our advertising man-
ager (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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False Flag News 

Students face future of Transhumanism 
I n f i v e years, you might have sex 
with a robot. 

So says artificial intelligence re-
searcher David Levy, who also predicts 
that by 2050, marriages 
with robots will be legally 
recognized by states. 

Welcome to the world of 
Transhumanism, a future 
where scientists success-
fully merge the complemen-
tary aspects of nanotechnol-
ogy, artificial intelligence, 
cloning, simulated reality 
and genetic engineering — 
creating a pace of change 
so rapid human beings can 
barely comprehend or cope. 
Futurists like Levy and Ray Kurzweil 
predict we will eventually upload our 
"consc iousness" into computers , 
achieving near immortality. 

Don't laugh. In 2002, a report from 
the National Science Foundation pro-
claimed: "Think Vulcan mind-meld. 
We would perhaps become more of 
a hive mind — an enormous, single, 
intelligent entity." 

That seemingly unthinkable hy-
pothetical is creeping ever closer. A 
few weeks ago, bioengineers at Keio 
University in Japan demonstrated 
control of the computer game Second 
Life using a non-invasive "brain-
computer" interface. Cyberonics, a 
Houston-based company, markets 
an implantable brain chip that was 
recent ly approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration to treat 
depression. 

Of course depression isjust one of 
many human ills theTranshumanists 
promise to eliminate — along with 
cancer, AIDS, Alzheimer's, baldness, 
poverty, global warming, aging and 
ultimately death. 

Perhaps the futurists' predictions 
are too wild, and their time scale 
overly ambitious. Surely human ineffi-
ciency, religious reticence and global 
political instability could slow down 
the transformation. But ultimately, 
we are quibbling over when, not if, 
it will happen. 

For now. Western enthusiasm for 

Dan 
Abrahamson 

technology is almost religious. We 
seem to greet almost every new inven-
tion with optimism, astonishment, and 
the general assumption that it will make 

life better, not worse. But 
while technophilesclaim ev-
ery new gadget is "ethically 
neutral," in fact the opposite 
is usually true — most new 
technologies are inherently 
political, especially in their 
implementation. 

Take electricity for ex-
ample. A 2005 report from 
the International Energy 
Agency declared: "Some 
1.6 billion people, about 
one quarter of the world's 

population, have no access to electricity 
today." If we cannot spread basic power 
to the world's poorest areas, how will 
we distribute life-extension technology 
or cloning? 

Given today's cold, efficient ma-
chinery of imperialism, and the stag-
gering inequalities in global wealth, 
we must ask: will the forthcoming 
technological "convergence" bridge 
the gap between the masters and the 
masses? Or will these breakthroughs, 
like so many before them, be hijacked 
and manipulated to wage new wars, 
expanding the divide between rich 
and poor? 

Tellingly, many of the world's 
top supercomputers reside at clas-
sified weapons laboratories like Los 
Alamos, Lawrence Livermore and 
Sandia. Much of the "Brain Machine 
Interface" work is conducted by sci-
entists working for Defense Advance 
Research Project Agency, a secretive 
military agency busy crafting the 
future of human warfare. 

So will nanotech, artificial intel-
ligence and genet ic engineer ing 
become the modern incarnation of 
the "Guns, Germs and Steel" that 
enabled Europeans to conquer and 
enslave the known world? Could 
dominant governments and corpora-
tions create a high-tech surveillance 
and eugenics dystopia? 

Will the Transhumanist future 
be open-source, like Java, Linux, 

Firefox and Wikipedia, where the 
programming codes are available 
for public input and editing? Or will 
a faceless coterie of technocrats play 
God inside the machine, hoarding 
the science for profit and microman-
aging every decision? 

As an elite r e s e a r c h univer-
sity with government funding. Rice 
should begin tackling these ethical 
questions. Classes like COMP 300: 
Society in the Information Age and 
COMP301: Identity Theft to the iPod, 
which examine the political and social 
implications of emerging technology, 
could be expanded and perhaps 
become part of a larger mandatory 
grouping for all students—especially 
engineers and scientists. 

With tools like nanotechnology, 
the Rice geeks of today will be playing 
Gods on earth tomorrow. Rice has a 
responsibility to ensure these lab coat 
wizards do not become compartmen-
talized, apolitical worker bees who fail 
to fully consider the vast, permanent 
consequences of their work. 

The road to hell is usually paved 
with good intentions. When nuclear 
weapons scientists like Robert Oppen-
heimer and Albert Einstein expressed 
remorse for their work on the Manhat-
tan Project, it was too late — the genie 
was already out of the bottle. 

Rice students, many of whom 
graduate with debt, are vulnerable to 
attractive starting salaries offered by 
private corporations and government 
agencies swooping in to cherry-pick 
the best minds. For the vast majority 
of these institutions, profit and control 
are the motives—ethics, morality and 
negative externalities are something 
for the lawyers to handle. 

The future masters of the Tran-
shuman universe should consider 
the advice of Arthur Cebrowski, the 
recently retired director of Force 
Transformation at the Department 
of Defense: "Either you create your 
future, or you become the victim of the 
future someone creates for you." 

Dan Abrahamson is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Students: You know you are a Satanist if... 
S a t a n i s m d o e s not get a lot of 
respect on the Rice campus . With 
so many Christ ian g roups study-
ing for Bible tes ts and hand ing 
out f ree food, it is hard 
to talk about Satanism 
wi thou t be ing shou t ed 
down with various refer-
ences to Dante ' s inferno. 
But if you look around, 
whe the r they know it or 
not, a lot of people at Rice 
prac t ice Satanism on a 
regu la r basis. 

When I say Satanism, I 
do not mean animal sacrific-
ing, biblical beasts or bad 
deathmetal bands, I mean 
The Church of Satan, as founded 
by Anton I^iVey in 1966. Under this 
Church of Satan, people are sup-
posed to follow Satan and what he 
represents — indulgence, revenge 
and overall personal gratification. 

Why, just look at last week ' s 
Night of D e c a d e n c e . It was a 
literal orgy of s tudents seek ing 
physical and emotional fulfillment. 
Heck, any party can eventually be 
reduced to people fulfilling their 
physical and emotional needs , just 
as Satan c o m m a n d s il. 

Even s tuden t s who prefer to 
seek out their pleasure iu more 
a c a d e m i c r e a l m s , w h e t h e r re-
search ing in a lab or working in a 
library, walk in the s teps of Satan. 
After all, the Dark Lord suppor t s 
mental gratification as well and, 
specif ical ly , undef i l ed w i sdom. 
Given all t he c lasses , r e s e a r c h 
and intellectual pursuit on our fair 
campus , we are certainly a bub-
bling hotbed of demonry. 

Evan 
Mintz 

Even Rice Stadium is h o m e to 
the Prince of Darkness , especially 
at the Rice vs. Tulsa game. All 
the anger and desi re for revenge 

aga ins t f o r m e r c o a c h 
Todd Graham must truly 
make the fallen angel 
proud. Fur the rmore , the 
pure muscu la r demon-
stration of the spor t ing 
event ce r ta in ly s h o w s 
that man i s j u s t ano ther 
animal, and a cruel one 
at that. And don't get me 
s tar ted on Baker 13. 

M o s t i m p o r t a n t l y , 
Rice s tudents follow the 
Satanic line on what is 

sinful. T h e cardinal sin of Satanism, 
and, arguably, of Rice, is stupidity. 
Stupidity is not just ignorance, but 
a will ingness to accept one ' s own 
ignorance. Damned by professors , 
s tuden t s and the Devil, stupidity 
truly is the ult imate sin. 

So ra ther than reject Satanism, 
s tudents should seek it out as a new 
religion. Read up on the 11 Satanic 
Rules of the Ear th , the 9 Satanic 
Sins and the 9 Satanic Sta tements . 
Sure it may be nothing more than 
a petty recycling of Randian Ob-
jectivism, but people are already 
handing out Atlas Sh rugged like 
it's the Bible, so why not take the 
next s tep to a t r ue religion based 
on individuality? 

And if you doubt Sa tan i sm 's 
prominence on campus, just look at 
what many s tudents were celebrat-
ing last Wednesday. No, not Hal-
loween, but their own b i r thdays . 
Satanism is the worship of one ' s 
self, and your b i r thday is the re fo re 

the g r ea t e s t ce lebrat ion. Think 
about it, every t ime you blow out 
the candles , you are pe r fo rming a 
Satanic ritual. 

So if you give into sin as long as 
it benef i t s you, if you help people 
if it he lps you, or even if it leaves 
you neutral, and if se l f i shness is 
your ult imate concern , you may 
be a Satanist. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
senior and executive editor. 

Guest column 

U.S. medical care needs 
new persepctive, structure 
W h e n w e talk about health 
c a r e , we a r e t a l k i n g a b o u t 
people 's lives. 

T h e United States is the only 
industrialized nation in 
the world where not all 
citizens have access to 
health coverage. Every 
single one of our coun-
te rpar t s ranked higher 
than us in the World 
Health Organization's 
r epor t on heal th sys-
t e m s th roughou t the 
w o r l d . T h e r e p o r t 
r a t ed na t i ons based 

o v e r a l l l eve l of on 
health, distribution of 
health in population, 
responsiveness and distribution 
of financing. The United States 
came in 37th, right in front of 
good old Slovenia. 

But we do have something to 
brag about: We spend more on 
heal thcare than any other na-
tion, approximately 16 percent 
of our GDP, a number that is 
expected to rise to 20 percent 
by 2015. 

T h e r e are a lot of myths about 
universal healthcare. Americans 
often spend just as much time 
as Canadians waiting in line at 
hospitals . T h e Canadian system 
is often viewed as inefficient, but 
given the fact that we spend one 
in four of our heal thcare dollars 
on the administrative affairs of 
insurance companies, we are the 
ones wast ing our money. If we 
adopted a single-payer system 
and maintained our level of fund-
ing, we would surely be ranked 
first in the world. 

Rather than having a pre-
scription d r u g market based on 
the individual, universal systems 
require national governments to 
funct ion as the consumer . This 
mainta ins the market s t ruc tu re 
and p r o m o t e s innovat ion by 
f o r c i n g d r u g c o m p a n i e s to 
compe te for inclusion in gov-
e rnmen t d r u g formularies. Due 
to their size, gove rnmen t s can 
effectively negotiate lower d rug 
prices. T h e r e is also a belief that 
pat ients cannot choose which 
doctor they want to see, but 
Canadians have an unrestr icted 
choice of doctors or hospitals 
and are far happier with their 
system than we are. 

I cannot bear hear ing people 
say that regard less of how vital 
heal th care may seem, no man 
has the right to force o thers 
to pay for his necessi t ies. Well 
then why do we have public 
school systems? As a nation, we 
accept education as a fundamen-

Alex 
Bonnel 

tal r ight that provides individual 
as well as collective benefi ts . 
Jus t as an educated public hr'<>> 
everyone, so does a heal thy elic-

it is es t imated that the 
Un i t ed S t a t e s l o s e s 
be tween $65 and $130 
billion dol lars eve ry 
year in lost productiv-
ity due to illness and 
i n j u r y ; s o o n a f i f th 
of our G D P will be 
spent on an inefficient 
me thod of providing 
heal th care . 

To any fore igner , 
the concept of turn-
i n g away a p a t i e n t 
w h o n e e d s c a r e is 

comple te ly un th inkab l e . T h e 
prevalent American at t i tude is 
"Why should I care about you?" 
But why should an ill person 
be punished or ignored for the 
u n f o r t u n a t e c o n s e q u e n c e s of 
their condition? Instead, we have 
managed to link one 's wealth 
to one 's heal th, resul t ing in a 
two tier system: T h o s e who can 
pay and those who cannot . The 
fo rmer receives state-of-the-art 
care while the latter receives less 
care overall and is allowed little 
access to cut t ing edge technolo-
gies. Medicine is viewed as a 
commodity, not a right. 

Maybe heal th care should 
be modeled after the education 
system. There would be a publicly 
financed system of health care 
that is open to all Americans. 
In order to provide incentive to 
innovate, some health coverag ? 
might be delivered by agencies 
modeled on private schools. Such 
schools are privately and indepen-
dently run and must compete for 
enrollees based on service and 
quality. Additional services might 
be offered for those who wish 
to pay privately, similar to after-
school tutoring. The key point 
of this s t ruc ture is to discourage 
insuring only the healthiest pa-
tients and to maintain impartiality 
along with innovation and free-
dom of choice. 

I think we need to reevaluate 
our att i tude towards health care 
in this nation. We are so set on 
competit ion and individualism 
that we view the need to con-
tr ibute to society as a secondary 
goal. Before we can take pr ide 
in our capitalist society, we need 
to make sure everyone has the 
c h a n c e to compe te , and one 
of the biggest obstacles is the 
disparity in health care. 

Alexander Bonnel is a Mm College 
sophomore. 

the Rice Thresher 
Stephen Whitfield 

Editor in Chief 

Evan Mintz 
Executive Editor 

NEWS 
I.ily Chun, Editor 
Sarah Rutledge, Asst Editor 
Jocelyn Wright. Asst. Editor 
Liang Liu. Designer 
Yuekai Sun, Designer 
Sean McBeath, Designer 

OPINION 
Amanda Melchor, Editor 
Dan Derozier, Cartoonist 

SPORTS 
Casey Michel, Editor 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

Matthew Me Kef. Editor 
Nikki Metzgar, Asst Editor 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Taylor Johnson. Editor 
Marcus Roman, Assignments Editor 
lan White, Asst Editor 

COPY 
Nick Schlossman. Editor 
Ryan Stickney, Editor 

BUSINESS 
Adam Benaroya, Manager 
Rob McAuliffe, Asst. Manager 
Jessie Huang, Subscriptions Manager 
Sarah Mitchell. Payroll and Office Manager 
Joe Passaro, Distribution Manager 
Sean Monks, Distribution Manager 
Rachel Kinney, Office Manager 

ADVERTISING 
Joseph Ramirez, Ads Manager 
Thomas Yeh, Asst. Ads Manager 
Tiffany Kuo, Classified Ads Manager 

CALENDAR 
Sean McBeath, Editor 

Julia Bursten. Staff Coordinator 

The Rice Thresher, the official student 
newspaper at Rice University since 1916, is 
published each Friday during the school year, 
except during examination periods and holidays, 
by the students of Rice University. 

Editorial and business offices are located 
on the second floor of the I>ey Student Center. 
6100 Main St., MS-524. Houston, TX 77005-
1892. Phone (713) 3484801. Fax (713) 348-5238. 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu. Web page: www. 
ricethresher.org. 

Annual subscription rate: $60 domestic, $ 125 
international. Nonsubscription rate: first copy 
free, second copy $5. 

The Thresher reserves the right to refuse 
any advertising for any reason. Additionally, the 
Thresherdws n< >t take responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. Printing an advertisement does 
not constitute an endorsement by the Thresher 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority 
opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. All other 
opinion pieces represent solely the opinion of the 
author. The Backpage is satire. 

Hie Thresher is a member of the Associated 
Collegiate Press. Casey - best sports editor. 

©COPYRIGHT 2007. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2,2007 

Speech and debate team 
remains undefeated 

by Caroline May 
THRESHER STAFF 

The George R. Brown Forensics 
Society, Rice's speech and debate 
team, stands undefeated about one 
third of the way through this year's 
scheduled competitions. 

The team came in first out of 
64 at its most recent tournament, 
the James Johnson Forensics Invi-
tational, this weekend at Colorado 
College in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
The team is currently ranked sixth 
in the nation. 

The team is composed of 14 
students. Director of Forensics 
and team coach David Worth said 
members devote over 12 hours a 
week to debate practice, training 
and research. 

"We have a very successful 
program due to the hard work and 
focused efforts of the students," he 
said. "Their achievements are what 
make this team one of the country's 

top ten competitive debate teams." 
In North Newton, Kan., Rice beat 18 

teams to finish first at the Sunflower-
Sooner Swing. Rice triumphed over 
25 teams at the Forum in the Forest 
Regional Invitational competition in 
Kingwood the first weekend in Octo-
ber. In its first debate of the year, the 
team was first out of 112 teams at the 
Top of the Rockies Invitational tourna-
ment in Cheyenne, Wyo. 

To garner these four cumulative 
victories, the team has won a total of 
124 individual debates. 

Will Rice College senior Ted 
Torous said he is pleased with the 
team's accomplishments. 

"It is really rewarding when you 
and all the people around you put so 
much work into your craft and the 
results pay off," he said. 

Will Rice senior Anna Cole said 
she is especially pleased with the 
team's success. 

"It is always good to see Rice do 
well in any program," she said. 

WINNING STREAK 
Rice's speech and debate team has been undefeated this 
season. They competed in the following events: 

• Top of the Rockies Invitational (Cheyenne, Wyo.) 
Sept. 15-16: 1st of 112 teams 

• Sunflower-Sooner Swing (North Newton, Kan.) 
Oct. 12-14: 1st of 18 teams 

• Forum in the Forest (Kingwood, Tex.) 
Sept. 28-30: 1st of 25+ teams 

• James Johnson Forensics Invitational (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.) 
Oct. 26-28: 1st out of 64 teams 

G R K E N B f t l V R I O T PAR K I M * 
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Bikers headed to the Greenbriar Lot Beer-Bike Track will see this "track temporarily closed" sign. The track has been 
closed in an effort to prevent vehicle/bike accidents from the increased traffic associated with construction workers' 
parking needs. 

TRACK 
From page 1 

"If they have to close it to ac-
commodate for the construction, 
that 's fine if it gets construction 
done faster," Steffensen, a sopho-
more, said. 

Steffensen said practicing on 
the path along Buffalo Bayou was 
a possible alternative to using the 
Beer-Bike track. 

"A lot of the more experienced 
bikers have used the bayou," Stef-
fensen said. "The problem is that 
it's fairly dangerous to get through 
the Texas Medical Centerand have 
to dodge traffic to get there." 

Steffensen said other options 
include the inner loop and the 
Rice Stadium as well. 

"We're not extremely limited 
to just training on bikes," he 
said. "[The situation] is easy 
to work around. The problem 
is that we lose the convenience 
and safety of having [the track| 
on campus." 

U/ho bn-eoj 
amoebas were 
a blobby bunch 
of do-gooders? 

Rice University researchers have 
identified an altruistic "do-good" 
gene in single-cell amoebas In a 
Petri plate experiment, amoebas 
feeding on bacter ia pul led 
together for survival when food 
became scarce. Some even gave 
their lives so others could live 
Understanding the social behavior 
of amoebas could help shed light 
on the activities of cancer cells 
and prove that even slimy little-
blobs might have big hearts 

know more at rice.edu 

RICE 
Unconventional Wisdom 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were 
discussed: 

• President Laura Kelley announced that the SA will sponsor a 
"Dodgeball Study Break" next Monday. Nov. 5 from 7-9 p.m. 
in the Grand Hall. 

• External Vice President Sarah Baker said the homecoming 
tailgate will be Saturday, Nov. 3 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. The 
Rice Program Council and Graduate Student Association 
will provide alcohol for those of age. College serveries will 
close at 11 a.m. 

• Internal Vice President Matt Youn said an online poll about 
the academic calendar will be posted Nov. 5-9. The Faculty 
Senate will vote on the academic calendar Nov. 28. 

• Brown College Senator Patrick McAnaney said the Envi-
ronmental Committee will sponsor a lecture from a guest 
speaker from the Jesse H. Jones School of Management 
during lunch Nov. 5 in the Grand Hall. The lecture will focus 
on how industrial companies are trying to become more 
environmentally conscious and how effective they have 
been. 

• Vice President for Public Affairs Linda Thrane presented 
the Unconventional Wisdom campaign. Thrane said the 
campaign aims to increase Rice's visibility nationally and 
internationally. 

• The American Red Cross was approved as an official club. 
For more information, contact Will Rice College freshman 
Christine Bohne at christine.a.bohne@rice.edu. 

• The Rice Energy Club was approved as an official club. For 
more information, contact Martel College senior Matt Meyer 
at mgmeyer@rice.edu. 

• The SA approved Resolution No. 2: President's Commitment 
to Climate Change by a roll call vote. 

The next SA meeting will take place Monday, Nov. 5 at 10 p.m. 
at Farnsworth Pavillion. 

Erratum: 

In last week's issue, the Thresher wrote in the Student As-
sociation box that the committee for the Dean of Natural 
Sciences will consist of four south college students and one 
north college student. This requirement was in reference to 
the South College Renovation committee. 

mailto:christine.a.bohne@rice.edu
mailto:mgmeyer@rice.edu
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Natural gas scare forces evacuation of Baker College 
by Cindy Dinh 
WW THK THRKSHKR 

Baker College residents had an 
unexpected start to their weekend 
Friday night, as they were evacuated 
due to what was initially reported as 
a gas leak in the colleges' kitchen. 
However, it was revelaed lo be merely 
a blown out pilot light. 

At 9:17 p.m., Baker President 
Karen Spitzfaden repor ted the 
smell of natural gas to Facilities, 
Engineering and Planning Depart-
ment, who sent representatives to 
the scene. 

"Our room is over the servery, 
so everyone in my room thought 
the smell must be from the kitchen," 
Spitzfaden said. 

Students in rooms closest to the 
servery were evacuated first. 

However, to ensure all residents' 
safety, Rice University Police Depart-
ment later ordered an evacuation of 
the entire college. 

"The only thing that worried me 
was when one of the RUPD officers 
said that pulling the fire alarm might 
set off a spark and blow the whole 
place up," Spitzfaden said. 

RUPD went door-to-door to make 
sure students did not mistake the 
fire alarm for a drill. Students evacu-
ated to the Allen Center or to Ixivett 
College commons for no more than 
half an hour. 

"Everyone was good natured in 
evacuating and brought food and 
drinks to camp out at Ixwett Col-
lege," Baker College Master Jose 
Aranda said. 

As a matter of safety protocol, a 
slew of agencies arrived quickly on 
the scene. Employees from FE&P 
and Housing and Dining first veri-
fied the claim. RUPD later called the 
Houston Fire Department, which 
responded with five fire engines, 

JOHN SANDERS/THRESHER 

Houston Fire Department firefighters respond to a call about a gas leak in the ki tchen of Baker College Friday night. Representatives from Facilit ies, Engi-
neering and Planning were the first to arrive on scene, and Rice University Police Department ordered an evacuation of the entire college. 

and Centerpoint Energy Entex 
conducted a final assessment of the 
situation and switched off the gas. 

"Fortunately, it wasn't a real 
gas leak," Rice University Police 
Captain Phil Hassell said. "All the 
agencies were called out to the 
scene to follow protocol." 

Instead of a gas leak from a bro-

ken pipe, the natural gas smell was 
caused by a blown out pilot light on 
one of the gas-burning appliances 
in the kitchen. Most commonly 
found in water heaters, pilot lights 
continuously emit a small flame and 
serve as the ignition source for gas 
burners . If the flame is blown out, 
natural gas begins to leak. 

"There really wasn't any dan-
ger," Housing and Dining Tenant 
Services Manager Mark Chaszar, 
said. "It takes a very long time for 
the pilot light, which emits a mi-
nuscule amount of gas, to do any 
real harm." 

Af te r C e n t e r p o i n t shu t off 
the gas, k i tchen windows and 

doors were opened for ventilation 
and the pilot light was reignited. 
Before evacuating, Baker senior 
Robert Smith played WeDidn't Start 
the Fire on loop over the college's 
loudspeakers. 

"We were reasonably confident 
our commons wouldn't blow up," 
Smith said. 

CHICKEN. NO PRESCRIPTION NEEDED. 

H o w ou r chicken is raised, naturally, makes all the difference. 

In fact, both the chicken and po rk we serve in Texas 

are free of ant ibiot ics and added g r o w t h hormones, 

fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely. 

W e think that meat raised naturally is better. 

Serving naturally raised meat is another step in ou r 

ongoing Food With Integrity journey - bringing you 

the best ingredients f rom the best sources. 

M E X I C A N G R I L L 

- SERVING ANTIBI01IC-FREE CHICKEN i« TEXAS -

K I R B Y & N O T T I N G H A M 
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THE RICE DOUGH? 
PAGE DESIGN BY SEAN McBEATH -

ANALYSIS 
Even though presidential elections 

are a year away, the nation is already 
wrapped up in the seemingly endless 
election cycles. And Rice is right on 
track, with students wearing Obama 
t-shirts and professors jumping right 
into the fundraising hootenanny. With 
still a year left until the 2008 elections. 
Rice has already given more money 
than was given in the entire 2002 
election season. 

If fundraising trends show any-
thing, it is a distinct reaction to the elec-
tion of President George W. Bush, and 
specifically, the War in Iraq. Donations 
during the 2000 election cycle, while 
obviously leaning Democratic, had 
distinct Republican showings. Since 
then, Democratic donations have 
dominated the Rice political scene. 
While the2002 numbers may not seem 
that impressive, donors to Democrats 
completely shut out any other political 
orientation. Even more impressively, 
those donors for a mid-year election 
nearly outspent all Rice donors for the 
2000 presidential election cycle. 

However, contributions skyrock-
eted for the 2004 election cycle, the 
first major election since the beginning 
of the War in Iraq. While Republican 
donations were nearly $2,(XX) greater 
than those from the 2000 election, 
Democratic donations grew by nearly 
$44,000 over the 2(XX) election results. 
These Democratic numbers remained 
high though the 2006 election, which 
was a nation-wide boon for the Demo-
cratic Party as voters expressed their 
discontent with the Republican Con-
gress and the War in Iraq. Indeed, in 
the 2006 election cycle, Rice donated 
more money to alternative parties than 
to the Republican party — however, 
this is due to a single $5,(XK) donation 
to the Green Party. 

As the 2008 election continues, 
trends seem solid for the continued 
Democratic domination that I^ice has 
seen since2004. However, theelection 
is still a year away, and if the past years 
have shown anything. Rice still has a 
lot of money to give out. 

STORY AND DATA BY EVAN MINTZ ILLUSTRATION BY DAN DEROZIER 

EXPLANATION 
For this article, we searched statis-

tics for 2000-'06 elections compiled on 
opensecrets.org, a Web site maintained 
by The Center for Responsive Politics, 
and FundRace for 2008 elections. 
We specifically searched for dona-
tions since the 2000 election cycle by 
people who listed Rice University as 
their place of employment — this 
group included professors and staff 
alike. However, we chose to not list 
specific names of donors because we 
felt it would be an unnecessary violation 
of privacy and would not contribute to 
the overall article. 

There are some flaws with our 
search method. First, it is possible 
that someone who works at Rice 
did not list Rice as his or her em-
ployer. However, the Thresher does 
not have a large enough staff to search 
individually for every person listed 
in the Rice directory in a reasonable 
amount of time. For the time being, 
our current method provided the most 
accurate results possible. 

Second, only contributions of $200 
or more are included in the statistics. 
This is due to the fact that the only 
people who have to be reported are 
those who give donations of $2(X) or 
more to a federal candidate committee 
in an election cycle. Therefore, these 
statistics potentially overlook many 
small contributions. 

Third, it is possible that faculty 
or staff made contributions to soft 
money or issue-based institutions that 
would not have to disclose campaign 
contributions. Our statistics do not 
take these into account. 

Fourth, we did take some liberties 
and classify certain groups as 1 demo-
cratic or Republican even though they 
are not officially associated. In these 
circumstances, we made calls based 
on the groups' policies. For example, 
we feel it is safe to count a donation to 
the National Abortion Rights Action 
League as a Democratic donation. 

Finally, we compiled the 2008 
statistics on Oct.. 22, so numbers may 
have been updated since then. 

Candidates, Senators, Representatives, 
and political organizations have been 
placed into one of three categories for the 
purpose of comparison in these statistics. 

These categorizations reflect the leanings 
of candidates and organizations, not nec-
essarily their official or stated affiliation. 

(D): Democratic Party / Blue leanings 
(R): Republican Party / Red leanings 
(O): Other parties / leanings 

$ 50,221 

GOOD BETS 
Rice employees have donated to these 
organizations in 3 or more election cydes. 

1.DNC Services Corp (D) 
$25,050over 3 cycles—avg: $8,350/yr 

2. EMILY'S Ust(D) 
$24,450over 4 cycles—avg: $6,112.50/yr 

3. Democrat* Congressional Campaign Committee 
$2,910 over 3 cycles—avg: $970/yr 

4. Democratic Party of Texas (D) 
$ 1,725over 3 cydes—avg: $575/yr 

$36,818 

$ 6,450 
$ 3,750 
$ 0 

$ 8,050 
$0 

a 

2000 2002 

$5,700 
$ SCO 

$ 5,000 
$ 3,700 

2004 2006 
— B — DEMOCRATIC DONATIONS REPUBLICAN DONATIONS OTHER DONATIONS 
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1. George W. Bush (R) $2000,4donors 
2. Bill Bradley (D) $1500,2donors 
3. Natl Republican Senatorial Committee $1250,1 donor 
4. Al Gore (D) $1050,3donors 
5. Ken Bentsen (D) $1000,1 donor 
6. Democratic Party of Texas $1000,1 donor 
7. EMILY'S List (D) $1000,1 donor 
8. DNC Services Corp (D) $700,3 donors 
9. Natl. Abortion Rights Action League (D) $500,1 donor 
10. Natl. Committee for an Effective Congress (D) $450,2donors 
11. Debbie Stabenow (D) $250,1 donor 
12. Peter Wareing (R) $250,1 donor 
13. James Inhofe (R) $250,1 donor 

2002 DONATIONS 
1. EMILY'S List (D) $2750,1 donor 
2. Ken Bensten (D) $2250,4 donors 
3. Chris Bell (D) $1000,2donors 
4. Democratic Congressional Campaign Commitee $750,1 donor 
5. Ron Kirk (D) $550,2donors 
6. Walter Moridale (D) $500,1 donor 
7. David Wu (D) $500,1 donor 
8. Lois Weinberg (D) $500,1 donor 

2004 DONATIONS 
1. DNC Services Corp (D) $ 15600,24donors 
2. John Kerry (D) $ 13471, 14 donors 
3. EMILY'S List (D) $9000,3 donors 
4. America Coming Together (D) $3000,3 donors 
5. George W. Bush (R) $2950,4 donors 
6. Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee $2250,2donors 
7. David Wu (D) $ 1500,1 donor 
8. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R) $1500,1 donor 
9. Moveon.org (D) $1250,3 donors 
10. Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee $ 1000,1 donor 
11. John Culberson (R) $1000,1 donor 
12. Democratic Party of Harris County $750,1 donor 
13. Democratic Party of Ohio $500,1 donor 
14. Chris Bell (D) $500,1 donor 
15.80-20 PAC (O) $500,1 donor 
16. Richard Morrison (D) $400,1 donor 
17. Democratic Party of Texas $250,1 donor 
18. Dollars for Democrats $250,1 donor 
19. Betty Castor (D) $250,1 donor 
20. Wesley Clark (D) $250,1 donor 
21. John Cornyn (R) $250,1 donor 

2006 DONATIONS 
1. EMILY'S List (D) $11700,3 donors 
2. DNC Services Corp (D) $8750,9 donors 
3. Green Party of Luzerne County (O) $5000,1 donor 
4. Barbara Radnofsky (D) $4233,7 donors 
5. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R) $2500,1 donor 
6. David Wu (D) $ 1750,1 donor 
7. Sherrod Brown (D) $ 1500,2 donors 
8. John Culberson (R) $ 1200,2 donors 
9. Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee $1160,3 donors 
10. Nick Lampson (D) $1000,1 donor 
11. James Webb (D) $ 1000,3 donors 
12. Democratic Party of Harris County $750,2 donors 
13. Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee $750,1 donor 
14. Harold E. Ford, Jr. (D) $750,3 donors 
15. Evan Bayh (D) $500,1 donor 
16. Karen Carter (D) $500,1 donor 
17. Gabrielle Giffords (D) $500,1 donor 
18. Democratic Party of Texas $475,1 donor 
19. Francine Busby (D) $250,1 donor 
20. James Berk Henley (D) $250,1 donor 
21. Amy Klobuchar (D) $250,1 donor 
22. Claire McCaskill (D) $250,1 donor 
23. Robrt Menendez (D) $250,1 donor 
24. Nikki Tinker (D) $250,1 donor 

TOTAL DONATIONS 

$10,200 
HARD MONEY (D) $3,800 (R) $2,500 
SOFT MONEY (D) $3,650 (R) $1,250 

HARD MONEY SOFT MONEY 

H I i W I I I V 

TOTAL DONATIONS 

$ 8 , 0 5 0 

During the 2000 election 
cycle, 17 registered Rice 
employees made donations. 

DEMOCRATIC: $6,450 / REPUBLICAN: $3,750 / OTHER: $0 
(D) 63.2% (ft) 36.8% (0 )0 .0% 

ELECTION 2002 
HARD MONEY SOFT MONEY 

HARD MONEY (D) $5,300 
SOFT MONEY (D) $2,750 

TOTAL DONATIONS 

$ 5 6 , 4 2 1 

During the 2002 election 
cycle, 11 registered Rice 
employees made donations. 

DEMOCRATIC: $8,050 / REPUBLICAN: $0 / OTHER: $0 
(D) 100.0% (R) 0.0% (O) 0.0% 

ELECTION 2004 
HARD MONEY SOFT MONEY 

HARD MONEY (D) $16,371 (R) $5,700 
SOFT MONEY (D) $33,850 (O) $500 

During the 2004 election 
cycle, 50 registered Rice 
employees made donations. 

DEMOCRATIC: $50,221 / REPUBLICAN: $5,700 / OTHER: $500 

ELECTION 2006 
HARD MONEY 

D) 89.0% (R) 10.1% 

TOTAL. DONATIONS 

$ 4 5 , 5 1 8 

HARD MONEY <D) $13,233 (R) $3,700 
SOFT MONEY (D) $23,585 (O) $5,000 

During the 2006 election 
cycle, 50 registered Rice 
employees made donations. 

DEMOCRATIC: $36,818 / REPUBLICAN: $3,700 / OTHER: $5,000 
• m m a p m • IIP — 

SOFT MONEY 

TO DATE 
1. Hillary Clinton (D) $7,900 — 2 donors 
2. Barack Obama (D) $ 1,500 — 3 donors 
3. Rudy Giuliani (R) $500 — 1 donor 
4. John Edwards (D) $300 — 1 donor 

So far in the 2008 
election cycle, seven 
Rice faculty and staff 
have made donations 
to political campaigns. 

TOTAL DONATIONS TO DATE 

$10,200 

OBAMA 

EDWARDS 
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Mention this ad to receive 1 month free! 
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www.alexanmainstreet.com 

Mon - Thurs 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm 

Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 

ALL students & employees -
1/2 deposit 

Waived admin fee 
No application fee 

Any resident transferred wi th school or company can give 
a 30-day notice and will be released from the lease contract. 

Letter from employer or school required. 

Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston, Texas 77030 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 
Houston, Texas 77030 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 
1515 Holcombe Blvd. 

Houston, Texas 77030 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
6100 Main Street 

Houston, Texas 77005 

http://www.alexanmainstreet.com
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Students dance at Wiess College's Night of Decadence, A Night In NODdlngham, Saturday night. Wiess Master Mike Gustin said this year's NOD was more subdued than in par/ years. 

Fewer arrests, EMS calls reported at NOD this year 
by Jocelyn Wright 
THRRKHKR E D I T O R I A L STAFF 

Perhaps the biggest surprise 
surrounding Wiess College's annual 
Night of Decadence Saturday was 
the lack of activity. By all accounts, 
this year's NOD was tame. 

None of the private parties this 
year were shut down, and only two 
NOD-related arrests were made. 
One involved a student who at-
tacked a police officer, and the other 

involved an inebriated non-Rice 
student who did not leave NOD 
when asked. 

Wiess Social MatthewSchumann 
said although five of the six parties 
were on the fourth floor, there were 
very few complaints about people 
on the balconies. 

Schumann said a t t endance 
was on par with previous years. 
Attendance decreased by about 
300 people from last year's NOD, 
which 1,391 people attended, Wiess 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The fol lowing i tems were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period of Oct. 26 -31 . 

Residential Colleges 

Wiess College 

Wiess College 

Wiess College 

McMurtry & Duncan 
Colleges Site 
Wiess College 

Other Areas 
Entrance # 1 Drive 

Oct. 26 Subject charged with trespassing 
violation. Criminal arrest made. 

Oct. 27 Subject charged with assault of a 
public servant. Criminal arrest made. 

Oct. 28 Subject charged with trespassing 
violation. Criminal arrest made. 

Oct. 28 Subject cnarged with trespassing 
violation. Criminal arrest made. 

Oct. 28 Minor in consumption referred to 
judicial referral. 

Oct. 28 Burglary of a motor vehicle 

AMERICA'S #7 SANDWICH DELIVERY! 

2 4 0 1 W. H 0 L C 0 M B E B L V D . 

7 1 3 . 7 4 1 . 0 6 0 0 
* t 

J I M M V J O H N S . C O M 

Master Mike Gustin said. 
Two extra Rice University Police 

Department officers attended NOD 
due to construction, and there was 
also an increased Emergency Medi-
cal Services presence, Gustin said. 
He said he was impressed with RUPD 
and its judgment, but there may have 
been more officers than necessary 
given the number of students at 
the party. 

"It's unclear to gauge how much 
RUPD and EMS support is needed," 

Gustin said. "EMS didn't seem to 
have much to do. The numbers of 
RUPD and EMS might have been 
planning more for last year's party. 
There seemed to be a much smaller 
frequency of incidents this year." 

Schumann said he also felt NOD 
went smoothly and without any 
major incidents. 

"Basically, everyone considers it 
to be extremely successful," Schu-
mann said. "The people 1 talked to 
said people had fun, the decorations 

were good, and [Wiess sophomore] 
Kevin [Johnson] did a phenomenal 
job at deejaying." 

Gustin said he found NOD to be 
an interesting social phenomenon 
that brought the campus together, 
albeit unconventionally. 

"It brings a lot of attention to cam-
pus," Gustin said. "It makes people 
aware of risk and looking out for each 
other. Everyone tries to be protective 
of each other. I think it in a b< zar re way 
brings Rice closer together." 

*"•» • i l W t w K l i t MI HUtvf0 

Alternative Spring Preak 20OS 
Interested in service? 

Looking to do something meaningful over spring break? 

Apply to be a participant on owe of the tew 
Alternative Spring Break trips this spring! 

• American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) ASB - Bronx, NY 

• Community Involvement Center (CIC) ASB - Reynosa, Mexico 

• Environmental Club ASB - Miami, FL 

• Habitat fo r Humanity ASB - Tacoma, WA 

• Humanitarian Medical Outreach (HuMed) ASB - Oaxaca, Mexico 

• Rice Outdoors Club (ROC) ASB - Boulder Creek, CA 

• Teach fo r America / CIC Service Council ASB - Moorhead, MS 

• Rice Pre-Medical Society (RPMS) ASB - San Miguel de Allende, 

Guanajuato, Mexico 

• Rice Student Volunteer Program (RSVP) ASB - Eagle Butte, SD 

• Rice Women's Resource Center (RWRC) ASB - Washington, DC 

For wore information and to apply, please visit the 
Community Involvement Center's website 

http://www.rice.edu/service 

Applications are due at 5:00 pw on Monday, November 5th! 

I f you have questions piease contact ASB Student Coordinator, Sanna Ronkainen 
(sanna@rice.edu) 

http://www.rice.edu/service
mailto:sanna@rice.edu
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TIAN YANG/THRESHER 

Book sale 
The Friends of Fondren Library hosted its biannual book sale Friday and Saturday in the Grand Hall of the RMC. 
The book sale ran for most of the day and featured 50 cent paperbacks and $2 hardcovers. A wide selection of 
books, music scores, music CDs, recorded books and VHS movies were on sale. 

. 'c> 

K 
' 

' 

L A U R E L T H A T C H E R U L R I C H 

T H U R S D A Y , N O V . 8 , 2 0 0 7 , 7 : 3 0 R M 

Paid self-parking is available near the event 

I or location, patkinn details and download 

able maps, go to hup / /www, r i ce .edu/map; 

GRADUATION 
From page 1 

Rice's 16 athletic teams were honored 
as being the in the top 10 percent, and 
overall ranked third nationally, behind 
Yale and Dartmouth. 

"At Rice, we expect every student 
athlete to graduate," Griswold said. 
"As an athlete they have a dual role 
with academics and athletics." 

Griswold said she meets with 
coaches each semester to plan out 
an academic support system for 
each team, where they decide what 
regulations to implement. 

"That's kind of a coach-by-coach 
decision on what makes the most 
sense for their team," she said. "We 
talk about a program to stay on track 
for graduation each semester and 
we meet with students once a week 
especially when they are freshmen to 
talk to them about what's going on in 
their classes." 

She said the Athletics Depart-
ment and the residential college 
mentoring programs work together 
to find tutors if student-athletes need 
help in a particular subject. 

Jones College sophomore Tara 
Watts, who is on an athletic scholar-
ship for basketball, said coaches and 
professors are understanding when 
athletes have tests or away games. 

Watts said Rice is not alone in its 
efforts to increase student-athlete 
graduation rate through academ-
ics. She said athletes choose Rice 
for the athletic opportunity and its 
academic environment. 

"Athletes who come to Rice 
know they'll have to work hard and 
expect a good education whereas 
with other schools, they go there 
for the athletics," Watts said. 

• 

MICHAEL ROG THRESHE f' 

A recent National Collegiate Athletic Association report stated that Rice 
graduated 92 percent of its student-athletes in 2006. Rice has a structure to 
ensure that student-athletes like Brown College senior Chase Clement (above) are 
on track to graduate. 

| ( A P | A N ) TEST PREP A N D 
L n " V A D M I S S I O N S 

FREE 

Medical School Clinic 
THE RIGHT PRESCRIPTION FOR P R E - M E D S 

At Kaplan's Medical School Clinic event, you can 

learn f rom a panel of doctors and admiss ions exper ts 

about pract ic ing medic ine , careers in medic ine, 

and inside t ips on medica l school admiss ions . 

T u e s d a y , N o v e m b e r 13 t h 

6:00-8:00 PM 
Houston Kaplan Center I 2 5 0 0 D u n s t a n R d 

Call or v is i t us o n l i n e today to register . 

1-800-KAP-TEST j kaptest.com/clinic H t g h e r M C A F s c o r e 

g u a r a n t e e d o r 

y o u r m o n e y b a c k / 

is • regfcwrtf tr*d*mark of the Ar socutfton cf Amenr»r> Mert»c»l Cirflege* tCondit ions ,wt ' e s t a p o h 
<jom«•*>»«•*) rmmtrntrnm ivnvhvy The au*»» G-jm*«twe only S 

corr^piefec w«hir tt#» Uotted StiHe* f ' j U t Rico C«wv» t,i Me>- o the Urvted ^ngdrxo. v*J f!r«r»ce 
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PIZZA 

1 XLarge 2-Topping Pizza £ 
four 20oz. Coca-Cola products 

S 18.99 

Lots of treats 
A Rice student plays with an elementary school kid Saturday in the 
Will Rice College Quad as a part of Rice Student Volunteer Program's 
Project Pumpkin. The annual event provided disadvantaged children 
with the opportunity to have Halloween fun. Activities included face 
painting, a haunted house and carnival games. 

Valid only at Kirby location 
Delivery charges may apply 

(713)432-7272 
Expires 12/31/07 

!VE YSUic 
!FE AT THE !EED OF 
AND EARN OVER $70,000 

WHILE STILL IN SCHOOL. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
A? leas* 18 yea's o« age 

• United States Cittfen 

• Ptryvcaliy qualified according to Na«y Standards 

• Enrolled m an accredited four year college or 

urtiwmty with at least 30 sememe# hours completed 

. Must have a cumulative CPA of at least 3.0 on a 4,0 scale 

BENEFITS: 
. A monthly impend of at least $2,000 

FuM med«al a^d dental coverage 

• No uniforms or drills 

NAVY 
a c c e l e r a t e your l i fe™ 

11 you quality, tfce Navy's Baccalaureate Degree Completion Program provides you with a 

monthly shpened. year-round, during your last two yeats oi college (up to 36 months for 

technical majors). After you graduate, you will attend Navy Offxer Candidate Schoos m 

Pensacota, Florida, receive your commission as Naval Officer, and proceed to professional 

training dependent on your chosen career. Officer Professions include amattOft, personnel 

management, business, navigation, operational panning, communications, administration, 

engineering, intelligence, inventory contra and retail sales 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
1.800.853.6600 navyoHicermfo#cnrc navy mil 
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SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
November 9. 

MUSIC 

Rinaldo 

The Shepherd School only 

puts on a performance like 

this once a semester. 

This is a great chance to see 

a classic opera performed 

by professionally trained 

artists who happen to be your 

peers. The production opens 

Wednesday a t 7:30 p.m., and 

student tickets are $8. 

Aiice Pratt Brown Hall 

music.rice.edu 

Regina Spektor 

The quirky indie songstress 

whose most famous album is 

Begin to Hope will showcase 

her flutey vocals and offbeat 

lyrics Wednesday. Doors open 

at 7 p.m. and tickets are 

available online. 

Warehouse Live 

813 St. Emanuel 

www.warehouselive.com 

MOVIE 

Italian Stallion 

What was once hardcore 

pornography is now known as 

the monumental breakout film 

for beloved actor Sylvester 

Stallone. Italian Stallion will 

play this Friday and Saturday 

at the River Oaks Theater 

Midnight Movie event. Tickets 

are available online. 

River Oaks Theater 

2009 West Gray 

www.landmarktheatres.com 
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ARIEL SHNITZER / THRESHER 

Sylvia (Lovett sophomore Erin Finn) and Henry (Lovett senior Trevor Murphy) sit at an awkward date waiting for there food in Michael Maiello's "Night of Faith." 
This is the second of two comedic one-acts performed in Lovett College's Cafe and Comedy. 

by Matth iw McKee 
THRESHLP EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice college theater does not 
require professional level acting. 
Many plays are just fun, creative 
outlets for drama-inclined s tudents 
and light en ter ta inment for audi-
ences. However, even with softened 
standards, the re is such thing as a 
below average per formance . 

'cafe and comedy' 

• • o f five 
1 2 and 3 in the 

Lcwe t Underground 
$3 Rice 

$5 Non-Rice 

Lovett College's Cafe and Com-
edy, which contains two shor t one-
act plays, presents such pedestrian 
fare. The two comedies in the shor t 
hour-long event —"Waiting for Ju-
lia" by George Freek and "Night of 
Faith" by Michael Maiello — offer 
some cheap humor but are plagued 

by the common, unfor tunate symp-
toms of hesitant interpretation. 

Both plays center on a par t of 
a date gone completely wrong. In 
"Waiting for Julia," Peter (Lovett 
senior Trevor Murphy) has to deal 
with the crazy parents of his girl-
friend Julia (Jones f reshman Alicia 
Hernandez) while waiting to pick 
her up for the senior prom. Julia 's 
alcoholic father (Lovett sophomore 
Spencer Johnson) gives diatr ibes 
on the problems of today's youth, 
and he r overly-flirtatious mothe r 
(Lovett s o p h o m o r e Erin Finn) 
comes on to Peter very overtly as 
he tries to make a good impres-
sion. Th is situation lends itself to 
so many funny interpretat ions, but 
only a few are realized. 

As the parents pontificate to Peter, 
Murphy's facial expressions are price-
less. Yet the cast presents an other-
wise uninspired reading, constrained 
by actors who seem afraid to take too 
many risks. This comes at the cost of 

many potentially laugh-filled minutes. 
Julia's father, for instance, drinks 
heavily as the scene p rogresses 
and could easily be a raging drunk 
by the end of the performance. In-
stead, Johnson acts rather reserved, 
only becoming slightly more active 
through the rampant cursing in the 
script and some wobbling when he 
could have easily built up to a fury 
of drunken stupor. 

Conventional timingand stiffbody 
language reflect the cast's reluctance 
to go out on dramatic limbs. The 
actors often stand still when others 
are speaking when they could easily 
be reacting with gesture and facial 
expression. Luckily, the dialogue 
and situations offer some humor, but 
script only carries a reading so far. 

The same fearful acting is found 
in1*Night of Faith," in which Sylvia 
(Finn) and Henry (Murphy) are 
going on a date. With the simple 
situation of a two-person dinner, 
Finn and Murphy can show some 

chemistry , but they keep them-
se lves within ce r t a in d r a m a t i c 
boundar ies that become bor ing 
very quickly. As '.hey exchange 
witty dialogue of a run-and-chase 
game of seduction, they merely oc-
cupy limited emotional states when 
the script o f fe rs so much more . 

T h e i r wa i t e r (Lovett s en io r 
Adam Williams) is the only actor 
h e r e who goes all-out for the melo-
d rama appropriate to the comedy. 
His confident vocal del ivery and 
explicitly sensual body language 
make his s tage p resence consid-
erable, allowing him to steal the 
limelight f rom his col leagues for 
all-too-brief moments . 

Co-directors Annie Cond ^racci, 
a Lovett senior, and Eric Doctor, 
a Lovett sophomore , br ing little 
experience to this production, and 
it shows in the fog of hesitancy 
around this year 's Cafe and Comedy. 
Amateur actors can have fun, but the 
stage demands bravado, as well. 

Hit or miss comedy in new presidential candidate's book 
by Brian Reinhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

'Hie publishing world is abuzz and 
the Colbert Nation is filled with glee 
because fake television pundit and 
real presidential candidate Stephen 
Colbert has finally written a book. As 
one might expect, I Am America (And 
SoCan You!) is a hilarious extension of 
the comedy style featured in Colbert's 
television show, and while it will disaj> 
point readers looking for truly insight-
ful political satire, fans of Colbert's 
ridiculous television personality will 
love this book. 

'i am america 
(and so can you!)' 

• • • of five 
Now available at 
local bookstores 

I Am America was designed as a 
place for Stephen Colbert to put all of 
the opinions he does not have time to 
expound on hisComedy Central show. 
His range of arguments in the book is 
staggering. It covers everything from 
his fear that wild animals are trying to 
corrupt the nation's youth to a recom-
mended set of dance moves for first 
dates. These types of appeals to the 
absurd occur frequently and create 
many of the funniest moments. 

Some of the best passages come 
when Colbert describes his views on 

science. For exam-
ple, the comedian's 
explanation of why 
he supports ocean-
ography is a riot. 
"I've never trusted 
the sea," he says. 
"What's it hiding un-
der there?" He also 
says that physics, 
with its rigid set of 
laws, is the ultimate 
Big G o v e r n m e n t 

conspiracy, and that scientists should 
"just let the free market decide what 
is possible for matter." 

More classic moments come, as 
one might expect, in the chapters 
entitled "Religion" and "Sex." Colbert's 
views on both subjects are highly 
charged and hilarious. "After Jesus 
showed up, the Old Testament basi-
cally became a way for Bible publishers 
to keep their word count up," he says 
in the chapter on religion which also 
contains a handy and silly guide to all 
the major religions in the world. 

The chapter on sex is even better. 
It includes a personality quiz similar 
to those on the sites eHarmony and 
Match.com, to help readers find the 
love of their lives. Colbert also has dat-
ing advice and general thoughts on the 
subject. "Sex is like the death penalty," 
he says. "One outcome, so many dif-
ferent ways of carrying it out." 

Most readers who pick up the book 
already know they will like it because 
they enjoy the television show. Col-
bert's style is always weird and wacky, 
but sometimes thejokesare too strange 
or stupid for his own good. Two entire 
chapters, entitled "Old People" and 
"Animals," are distinctly unfunny. "Old 
People" in particular relies too much on 
cliched gags, like extra-large font sizes 
and jokes about elderly readers forget-
ting where they left their keys. 

I Am America is meant to be read 
in small bites—getting through more 
than one chapter in a sitting is a chore 
because the comedy style is focused 
so much on one-liners and Colbert's 
incredibly self-indulgent style. Amus-
ing pictures of the comedian can be 
found on nearly every page. In the 
actual text, though, there is no real 
extended satire. None of the chapters 
clearly identify a target and make fun of 
it in a focused, convincing way. Unfor-
tunately, although Colbert is funny, he 
is still not in the same league as master 

satirists like Christopher Buckley, 
author of 77tank You For Smoking, or 
even Matt Stone and Trey Parker, the 
creators of South Park. 

On the other hand, now that Col-
bert has announced his presidential 
candidacy, the book takes on a new 
comic dimension. After all, politi-

cians' literary works are notorious for 
being awful. In writing I Am A merica, 
Stephen Colbert might have been 
trying to beat politicians at their 
own game of self-glorification. This 
book is so narcissistic that it could 
be viewed as the best presidential 
memoir in decades. 

COURTESY HMCHETTE BOOK GROUP 

Comedian Stephen Colbert glares menacingly from the cover of his new 
book I Am America (And So Can You!). Colbert recently announced his presi-
dential candidacy on his television program. 

http://www.warehouselive.com
http://www.landmarktheatres.com
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COURTESY FOCUS FEATURES 

Dan (Evan Almighty's Steve Carell) takes a moment from his column writing to sit with Marie (Chocolat's Juliette Binoche) in 
the new film Dan In Real Ufe. In this romantic comedy, Dan has trouble balancing his love life, family life and newspaper life. 

Carell carries mediocre Dan in Real Life 
by Lily Chun 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEE 

In the popular television show 
The Office, Steve Carell's character 
Michael Scott is notorious for perpe-
trating comedy that falls horribly flat. 
The same could be said of Carell's new 
movie Dan in Real Life. This movie is 
more like a disheartening dramedy 
than a lighthearted comedy, despite 
the presence of genuine characters. 

'dan in real life' 

• • 1 / 2 of five 

Now infaying at AMC and 
ilii Edwards theaters 

In Dan in Real Life, Carell stars 
as Dan Burns, an advice columnist 
and a single father with three girls. 
Dan's three girls, 17-year-old Jane 
(Confessions of a Teenage Drama 
Queen's Alison Pill), 14-year-old 
Cara (Frank's Brittany Robertson) 
and 9-year-old Lilly {Flightplan s 
Marlene Lawston), all get into the 
father-daughter disagreements typi-
cal of their respective ages. So when 
the four go to a family get together, 
Dan goes to a bookstore to give his 
daughters some space. There, he 
meets Marie (Chocolat's Juliette 
Binoche), and they subsequently fall 

for each other. But, surprise, Dan's 
brother Mitch (Good Luck Chuck's 
Dane Cook) is already dating Marie. 
The two keep their interest a secret 
and try to forget about each other 
until neither can hide it any longer. 
As Dan tries to avoid Marie, he finds 
himself becoming a hypocrite to his 
daughters. Dan has to find a way to 
win back his daughters and get the 
girl as well. 

In spite of the 
MEDIOCRE plot, 
Carell makes the 
best of things with 
his performance. 

This plot has two major flaws. 
First, though one would think 
Dan's job as a columnist would be 
essential in showing how different 
he is when it comes to his family, 
the movie barely makes any refer-
ence to it. 

The second major flaw is the fact 
that everything in the world unre-
alistically works against Dan. It is 
impossible not to feel sorry for him, 
which is basically an easy tactic on 
the part of moviemakers to create 
a likeable character. He is a caring 

father that tries his best to be a good 
single dad, doing his daughters ' 
laundry and drawing smiley faces 
on bread while he makes their 
lunches. Yet throughout the entire 
movie, his kids shoot him down, his 
family gets angry with him and a 
series of unfortunate events keep 
happening to Dan that make the 
plot unrealistically fatalistic. 

It is bad enough that Dan is a 
widower. It is bad enough that he falls 
for his brother's girlfriend. He does 
not need to be the victim of a string 
of unlikely happenings that seem to 
be thrown in to the movie without a 
purpose. Does Dan really need to be 
pulled over by a cop twice for acciden-
tally passing the stop sign because he 
is pining after Marie? Does he need 
to be stuck sleeping in the room with 
the loud, rickety dishwasher? 

In spite of the mediocre plot, C arell 
makes the best of things with his per-
formance. Carell uses his wide range 
of emotions to make Dan a pleasant 
and even funny character. Though the 
movie elicited few audible laughs, it 
definitely had its momentss—specifi-
cally, moments that remind the audi-
ence of Vie Office. When C arell retorts 
and laughs to the police officer who 
has pulled him over, one immediately 
thinks of Michael Scott. 

Train's Monahan unsuccesfully 
attempts solo sound in Seven 
by Sean McBeath 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Train fans waiting with bated 
breath for Pat Monahan's debut solo 
album, Last of Seven, should now 
exhale. Despite his tenure as Train's 
lead singer, Monahan fails to carry 
over much of Train's musical majesty. 
Rather, he seems to spend time avoid-
ing the sounds that have made him 
successful in the past 

'last of seven' 
by pat monahan 

• • 1 / 2 of five 

It is unclear whether Monahan took 
a large bribe from the Choir Singers' 
Union when he was recording Last of 
Seven or if he simply fell on his head. 
Either way, an overabundance of a 
background choir drags this album 
to the depths. Given the variety 
of styles with which he filled this 
release, Monahan probably thought 
that the choir would help distinguish 
his sound from Train's. But it merely 
distractsfrom Monahan'sown singing, 
randomly punctuating lines with no 
special meaning and filling minute-
long instrumental gaps that would 
have been better off left alone. 

That is not to say that Monahan's 
experimentation is not refreshing, as 
he takes on styles from rock to piano 
ballads to something in the range of 
hip-hop. But even though audiences will 
appreciate Monahan's forays into new 
territory, disorganization within the 
album makes it feel merely jumpy. 

After a brief and troubled opening, 
ImsI of Seven settles into a relative 
monotony of somewhat predictable 
and dull numbers. 'Hie single from 
this album, "Her Eyes," is nowhere 
near the finest offering here. It has a 
sound redolent of Jason Mraz's 'The 
Remedy (I Won't Worry)," but Mo-
nahan's rhymes and delivery have 
neither the catch nor the skill to make 
it believable or worthwhile. Lines 
like "She's got the kind of strength 
every man wishes he had / She loved 
Michael Jackson up until he made 
Bad"bringinto question whether his 
rhyming dictionary was lost. 

Given the grace with which 
Monahan and Train handled the 
love song genre with refreshingly 
original lyrics and soundtracks, this 
track feels hollow. 

But Monahan does manage to 
convert even the sappiest of songs 
into something bearable. "Cowboys 
and Indians," which opens with the 
lines "Cowboys and Indians / heteros 
and gays / blacks and whites / and 
all of their ways / they're all dancing 
underneath the moon," is perhaps 
the sappiest song written since John 
Lennon's "Imagine." Despite the 
maudlin nature of its lyrics, "Cowboys 
and Indians" does something that 
Monahan manages only once on this 
album: Use choir vocals effectively 
Rather than flooding his choruses 
with their chanting, they join in only 
at appropriate times. 

The standout tracks on this album, 
not surprisingly, are those that stay 
close to Train's well-wrought style. 
'Two Ways to Say Goodbye" and 
"Pirate on the Run" both rise above 
the drab offerings that make up the 
rest of the album. 

'Two Ways to Say Goodbye," the 
only track that Monahan authored 
alone, follows more in the footsteps 
of previous efforts like "All-American 
Girl" and "I )roos of Jupiter" in its lyrics. 
Monahan sounds at home in this style 
of song — unlike the more divergent 
tracks. "Pirate on the Run" should 
probably have been the single released 
from this album; unfortunately, it 
would serve as poor advertising. 
Monahan, while not bad, is quickly 
eclipsed by Brandi Carlile's outstand-
ing vocals in this duet. The "Pirates" 
arrangement is nothing grand or new, 
but stays simple and does not distract 
from the lyrics, which are the true 
value of this number. 

Last of Seven is a valiant effort as 
a freshman album; its variety keeps 
it exciting enough to allow audi-
ences to forgive the lark of value 
in some of its songs. Ultimately, it 
feels as if Monahan was rushed into 
a sound that is not his. Regardless, 
the album makes for some good 
listening, but do not bother listen-
ing too closely. 

" — ••••• — " 
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Daniels paces Owls to C-USA title 
by Just in Hudson 

THRKSHER S T A R 

Revenge, although not always 
admired, can sometimes be very 
sweet. The women's cross country 
team got to experience a bit of 
revenge last weekend, wresting 
the Conference USA title from the 
defending champion University of 
Alabama-Birmingham at the C-USA 
Cross Country Championships in 
El Paso, Texas. 

The Owls, currently ranked 16th in 
the nation by cross country coaches, 
left little doubt about who was the 
top team in the C-USA In the most 
dominant performance in conference 
meet history, Rice's score of 26 points 
was far better than second-place Uni-
versity of Tulsa's 54, to say nothing 
of Southern Methodist University's 
third-place score of 105. UAB finished 
fourUi in its title defense. 

Rice also bested the previous 
record of 29, set by former members 
Marquette University in 2002. 

Tine team will now take aim at 
a much higher goal: the NCAA 
South Central regional champion-
ship. Held Nov. 10, Rice will travel 
to Fayetteville, Ark., to compete 
against perennial favorite and host 
University of Arkansas, which is 
ranked 10th in the nation. Head 
coach Jim Bevan, who won coach 
of the year honors with his team's 
championship, said he believes the 
Owls will be confident enough to 
challenge the Razorbacks. 

"We look forward to the chal-
lenge, like we looked forward to 

everything this year," Bevan said. 
"I'm confident that we will give a 
good accounting of ourselves racing 
the [field]," Bevan said. 

The Owls will enter the regional 
championships as a team that is 
getting constantly stronger as the 
season progresses. The gap between 
Rice's top runner, senior Marissa 
Daniels, and the rest of her team-
mates has continued to shrink as the 
season progressed. Rice placed all 
five scoring runners within the top 
ten, with each scorer finishing within 
36 seconds of each other. 

mm YOU KNOW? 
With the i r impress i ve 
victory at last weekend's 
C-USA Cross Count ry 
Championships, the Owls 
earned their second confer-
ence title in three years. 
In 2005, Rice was led by 
then-senior Kate Gorry 
(Lovett '06), who finished 
second overall to help 
the Owls clinch the title 
in their first year in the 
conference. 

Comingin behind only conference 
champion Alex Becker of Tulsa and 
C-USA Freshman of the Year Silje 
Fjortoft of Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, Daniels placed third overall 

Volleyball heads on the road 
for rematch with Tulane 

by Natalie Clericuzio 
T H R K S H E R STAFF 

Sometimes, the team with the bet-
ter stats does not always come away 
with a win. Unfortunately for the vol-
leyball team, that situation happened 
last weekend. Despite dominating 
both Marshall University and East 
Carolina University at home, Rice 
lost both matches to fall back in the 
Conference USA standings. 

The ()wls (10-14,5-7 C-USA) hope 
to even t he season score witli Tulane 
University tonight at 7 p.m. in New 
Orleans, La. Rice fell to Tulane ear-
lier this season in a 3-1 loss. Tulane 
(23-5, 11-2 C-USA) is current ly 
second in Conference USA, having 
only lost to the University of Houston 
and conference-leader Marshall. The 
Green Wave leads the C-USA in hit-
ting percentage, assists and kills and 
is riding a six-game winning streak 
heading into the weekend. Despite 
Tulane's formidable resume, fresh-
man libero Tracey Lam said the 
team's size will help stymie their 
opponent's hitters. 

"I think we're a good match with 
Tulane because they have really big 
hitters and our blocking's been start-
ing to pick up, so it'll be interesting to 
see how that turns out," she said. 

Rice will then travel to El Paso, 
Texas, to take on the Univer-
sity of Texas-El Paso on Sunday at 
1 p.m. UTEP (8-16,2-11 C-USA) has 
struggled for most of the season, 
and now finds itself near the bottom 
of the conference standings, ahead 
of only the University of Southern 
Mississippi and University ofCentral 
Florida. Hie Owls and the Miners 
have already met once this season: 
Rice dominated their in-state foes 
3-0 on Oct. 12. 

Home for the second weekend in 
a row, Rice started slowly against the 
top team in the conference, Marshall 
(18-8, 11-1 C-USA) last Friday. The 
Thundering Herd opened strong, 
scoring the first three points of the 
match to build an 8-3 lead. But Rice 
refused to give in, coming back to 
take the lead at 27-26 before closing 
out the game 30-28 with consecutive 
kills from sophomore middle blocker 
Natalie Bogan and freshman setter 
Meredith Schamun. 

Rice then came out and grabbed 
a quick 8-4 lead in the second game, 
which they maintained until Marshall 
garnered a 28-27 advantage. Despite 
coming back to tie the game at 29 and 
30, the Owls was unable to subdue 
the Thundering Herd, falling 32-30. 
Marshall was back in control at the 
start of game three, going on a 6-0 
run and another 7-0 run midway 
through to win 30-24. 

The fourth game was far and away 
the most hotly contested as each 
team traded points without anyone 
gaining a definitive lead. However, 
Marshall established a four-point 
lead at 27-23 and maintained the 
advantage to take the game. 

Head coach Genny Volpe said 
despite the eventual score, her 
team competed well with the con-
ference leaders. 

"We played great defense, and 
that's typically been our forte for this 
year," she said. "I was really proud 
of the team's focus coming in. ... It 
was nice to see them come in, play 
confidently, attack them hard and 
play great defense." 

On Sundav. Rice hoped to finally 
defeat ECU (13-14,4-8 C-USA) after 
losing to the Pirates in five straight 
games over the past two seasons. 

See VOLLEYBALL, page 19 

with a time of 17 minutes, 50 seconds. 
Freshman Allison Pye followed in 
fourth place with a time of 18:07, with 
fellow freshmen Becky Wade finish-
ing fifth with a time of 18:20. 

OntopofBevan'shonor Idee also 
had six runners gain all-conference 
honors. Daniels, Pye and Wade 
received first-team all-conference 
honors for their top five finishes, 
while seniors Callie Wells and Ixnnie 
Waite and sophomore Nicole Mericle 
received second-team honors with 
their finishes within the top 10. 

Pye's and Wade's first-team all 
C-USA honors are all the more im-
pressive considering diat both were 
running in their first conference meet. 
However, Wade believes the calming 
inl luence of the team's upperclassmen 
helped the duo settle into form. 

"We were pretty nervous, because 
this was our first conference meet 
ever," Wade said. "But having the 
upperclassmen there helped a lot 
and being able to run with each 
other and with the older girls who 
had already run in conference before 
helped a lot, too." 

T h e Owls ' u p p e r c l a s s m e n 
helped to solidify the dominat-
ing performance. Wells finished 
sixth with her time of 18:22, while 
Mericle ended the race only four 
s econds later to place e igh th , 
rounding out the scoring. Waite 
garnered the last of Rice's all-
conference honors with her time 
of 18:48, placing her tenth. 

The key to Rice's success was 
the same conservative strategy that 

Sec CONFERENCE, page 21 
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COURTESY CONFERENCE USA OFFICE 

Senior Marissa Daniels races in last weekend's C-USA Cross Country Cham-
pionships. Daniels' third-place finish helped the Owls win their second C-USA 
title in three years. 

Soccer snaps scoreless streak with win over Tulsa 
by Bobby McFarlane 

T H R E S H E R SI AIT 

Last Sunday was a good day for 
the soccer team. In addition to get-
ting a 1-0 win on the road against 
the University ofTulsa, Rice ended a 
scoreless streak of over 200 minutes 
and in the process clinched a spot in 
the Conference USA tournament. 

The Owls (10-5-2, 4-2-1 C-USA) 
will wrap up the regular season at 
home this weekend, starting tonight 
against Colorado College (9-4-3,4-2-1 
C-USA). The Tigers have displayed 
the second-best defense in C-USA 
this year, allowing only 0.81 goals 
per game to their opponents. Rice 
then wraps up its regular season 
against the University of Texas-El 
Paso Sunday at 1 p.m. at home. 
The Miners (10-6-2, 4-2-1 C-USA) 
barely edged the Owls 1-0 in their 
last matchup. 

"We're out for revenge against 
UTEP for last year's loss," head 
coach Chris Huston said. "It's such 
a big rivalry, it's always going to be 
a good game." 

If the Owls hope to have any shot 
at knocking off these tough confer-

ence opponents, they must be able 
to convert on scoring chances. In a 
2-0 loss last Friday against Southern 
Methodist University, Rice was once 

IN FOCUS: SOCCER 
Record: 10-5-2 

C-USA record: 4-2-1 (tied-3rd) 

Last week: Rice lost 2-0 to 
SMU on Friday before re-
bounding with a 1-0 win over 
Tulsa two days later. 

Up next: The Owls face 
Colorado College tonight 
at 7 p.m. before finishing 
the regular season Sunday 
against UTEP at 1 p.m. Both 
matches will be at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium. 

again hindered by its inability to 
capitalize on easy scoring chances, 
a problem that has plagued the team 
all season. Even though they out shot 
the Mustangs 11-5 and had three 

corner kicks to SM U's one, they failed 
to find the net on a single shot. 

"We create so many opportuni-
ties, but finishing them has been 
frustrating," freshman goalkeeper 
Meghan Erkel said. "We've been 
working on that as a team, taking 
corners and shots." 

SMU's goals both came in the 
second half, the first by forward 
Caitlin Carter and the second by 
forward Brittainy Vice. Carter ' s 
goal came in the 56th minute off a 
direct free kick by midfielder Allison 
Brill, who served the ball from the 
Rice endline into traffic near the 
Rice goal, allowing Carter to break 
free and blast a shot from nine yards 
out. Vice's insurance goal came in 
the 77th minute off a direct free kick 
near the Rice endline. 

"We didn't come prepared to play 
against SMU," Huston said. "We 
weren't the better team on that day. 
Had we come out with our A-game, 
it wouldn't have been a competition, 
much less a loss for us." 

Against Tulsa, all the scoring the 
Owls needed came on a sixth minute 
one-timer from freshman midfielder 

See SOCCER, page 19 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Friday, Nov. 2 

•Soccer vs. Colorado College Sunday, Nov. 4 
7 p.m. — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

•Powderpuff: Lovett vs. Wil l Rice 

Saturday, Nov. 3 1 p.m. — IM Field 7 Saturday, Nov. 3 
The two teams meet in the final week of the regular season 

• Football vs. UTEP 
2 p.m.. — Rice Stadium •Soccer vs. UTEP 

i p.m. - Rice TracK'Soccer Stadium 
•Men's Tennis in Rice Reunion Classic The Owls wrap up their C-USA schedule against Miners 
All Day — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
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WHERE T H R E S H E R S P O R T S EDITORS A R E TOO LAZY TO NOT RIP OFF E S P N 
LAYOUT BY 

O R , H O W L L E A R N E D T O S T O P W O R R Y I N G A N D L O V E T H E L I G H T E R S I D E O F S P O R T S CASEYJNUCHEL 

Time to grow up, baseball 
Baseball needs to evolve. Like a shor t 

giraffe, it is beautiful but flawed, a game 
whipped by a glorious tradition that staunchly 
opposes change. I'm not calling for metal 
bats, a four th strike, or any exorbitant rule 
change. I just want to see the bes t team 
win — I want instant replay. 

I'm fed up with 
people saying bad 
calls are "part of the 
game" and that in-
stant replay would 
eliminate human er-
ror. What ' s so great 
about mistakes? In 
an age w h e n my 
cell phone can find 
m e t h e b e s t sea-
food res taurant in 
Anchorage, there ' s 
no excuse for bad 
calls. 

Every October in 
recent memory has 
had ques t ionab le , 
series-altering calls. 
From umpire Don 
Denkinger snatch-
ing a World Series 
v i c t o r y f r o m t h e 
Cardinals in 1985 to 

Jeffrey Maier corralling Derekje ter ' s would-be 
double in the 1996 American League Cham-
pionship Series, controversies are as much a 
part of October baseball as Tim McCarver. 
But they shouldn't be. And while the book 
may be closed on these controversies, fans 
deserve better. 

Talk to any San Diego Padres fan and 
they'll tell you that Matt Holliday never 
touched home plate in the 14th inning of 
that wild card play-in game. Hell, ask any 
Rockies fan — they'll give the same answer. 
He didn't. Not even close. The proof is there, 
on video, in the press box, on my iPhone 
and shining on the big sc reen in Denver. 
But the Rockies got into the playoffs and 

even advanced to the World Series (no, re-
ally, they did). 

This is no diatribe against umpires or the 
sanctity of the baseball. As someone who's 
umpired before, I'll admit to countless bad calls. 
And I regret each one. Instant replay would 
have saved me the relentless harassment of 
coaches and parents who claimed better van-
tage points than my own. As an ump, I would 
love instant replay. 

What 's more, the g a m e wouldn' t lose 
a single fan if it 
a l l o w e d i n s t a n t 
rtplay. It wouldn't 
s t a r t some tech-
n o l o g i c a l c h a i n 
r eac t ion l e a d i n g 
to magnetic gloves 
o r b a l l - l o c a t i n g 
sunglasses and — 
breathe, Mr. Schil-
ling — it wouldn' t 
calculate balls and 
str ikes or requi re 
a r o b o t nex t to 
every base. Sure, 
it w o u l d a n g e r 
the hoards of tra-
d i t i ona l i s t s w h o 
treat baseball like 
a L o u v r e - b o u n d 
masterpiece, but they will survive. 

Just like in the NFL, m a n a g e r s should be 
allowed to chal lenge a few calls each game, 
eating up five minutes per g a m e at most . It's 
not as though baseball doesn ' t have enough 
flow-stopping in te r rup t ions as it is. Should 
a game go to extra innings, the booth could 
call for chal lenges . 

So, Mr. Selig — or whoever tied the knot 
with the 19th century — get over it. Take the 
advice of Charles Darwin and evolve. Allow 
instant replay reviews. For the umps, for the 
players and. most of all, for the fans. 

Bobby McFarlane is a hivett College junior and 
fervent believer in technology. 

If it ain't broke, don't film it 
Is nothing sacred in tliis world anymore? First, 

BattlestarGalactica gets canceled, then my mom 
addscinnamon to her chocolate chipcookies and 
now people are actually debating whether or not 
to put instant replay in baseball. Has there ever 
been anything so preposterous? 

You see, instant replay belongs in baseball 
just about as much as Mick Jagger needs 
to lose weight. There is no need or room 
or place for it, and we would only recoil 
in horror if we ever saw it. Baseball has 

su rv ived — no, 
thrived—for nearly 
150 years without 
the n igh tmare of 
instant replay. Why 
s tar t now? Sure, 
some may say that 
bad calls should 
be eliminated, but 
where they see bad 
calls I see a little 
thing called "fate." 

Let's look at this 
year's playoffs—dis-
counting thejoke of 
a World Series — as 
an example. The 
highlight of this post-
season was, without 
a doubt, the inspiring 

saga of die Colorado Rockies. Fans throughout 
the region, normally depressed because of the 
fact that John Elway still isn't coming back, were 
uplifted by Rocktober all because of their "little 
team that could." Would you really want to deprive 
these frost-bitten fans by pointing out that yeah, 
maybe Matt Holliday didn't quite touch home 
plate in the play-in game against the Padres, thus 
depriving that franchise of the greatest moment 
of its history? Really? 

But let's say that Bud Selig, in his infinite wis-
dom, listened to those folk who think technology 
should take over thegame. ()h, wait a second, he's 
already done that—it was called Questech. Yup, 
employing machines that "know" the strike zone 
in order to "evaluate" the umpires — that went 

over well. The umpires and the players were actu-
ally united on this one: T! le men in blue whined to 
die public and Curt Schilling went Juan Marichal 
(look it up) on one of the machines. 

Even if the players' and umpires' unions 
somehow agreed to be put under fur ther scrutiny, 
what could be challenged? Certainly not balls and 
strikes: 'Hie Questech 
debacle pretty much 
ruled that one out. 
Therefore, an inci-
dent like A.J. Pier-
zynski ' s quest ion-
able third strike in 
2005, which some 
knuckleheads have 
argued necessitates 
instant replay, would 
be remain as is. 

And when was 
the last time that you 
saw a home run that 
was fair get called 
foul? Still scratching 
your brain for an-
swers? Don't worry, 
you didn't pull an Al-
berto Gonzalez and 
forget — you can't 
remember because 
something like this 
neverhappens. Seriously. A fair ball will be called 
foul about as often as a family court judge will 
side with Britney Spears. Not gonna happen. 

Lastly, for the fan's sake, the games do 
not need to last any longer than they already 
are. If I were to ever turn on the television in 
mid-June and see Te r ry Francona toss out a 
red rosin bag to challenge whether or not Carl 
Crawford was out at second, I would probably 
cry. There are 162 games left to be played, and 
that one call will not make any sort of differ-
ence in any team's season. 

Casey Michel is a Brown College sophomore, 
sports editor and someone who actually believes 
instant replay belongs in baseball. 

Now presenting: Spin the Casey! 

James Casey, the 23-year old freshman phenom, has 
done many things on the football field this year: He's thrown 
touchdown tosses, caught passes downfield, even knocked 
down the opposing quarterback! 

But Casey needs your help deciding what he should 
do today. Spin the wheel and help the freshman pick his 
next position! 

A Student-athlete! 

Batman! A Pirate! 

LET? MtMO *>»Ht f'MT 

'On 1V-V>V 

3 t m L m 
B P V 

An Elvis impersonator! A Bear! A Tootsie Roll! 

Baker Institute 2008 Summer in DC Intern Program 

I lie James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy is seeking 
appl icants for its 2008 Jesse Jones Leadersh ip Cen te r 
S u m m e r in Washington DC Policy Research In te rnship 
Program. The program will provide stipends sufficient to 
support a select group of Rice undergradua tes conducting 

policy-making research at government agencies, private think tanks, and NGOs 
in DC in summer 2008. I hose accepted must be currently enrolled as full-time 
undergraduates through fall 2008. I hose selected w ill attend a seminar on public 
policy and global affa i rs coterminous with their internships in DC, write a 
research repor t for publication and presenta t ion before Rice faculty and 
researchers at the beginning of fall semester 2008, and also organize a public 
policy educat ion activity for academic yea r 2008/2009. Appl icants a re 
individuallv responsible for selecting and establishing internships and residency 
in DC. Interested students should send the following materials by January 28 to 
Dr. Steven Lewis, Washington Internship Committee, Baker Institute, MS-40: 

1. A letter of application with your campus and home addresses, telephone 
numbers and e-mail addresses; 

2. A short essay of no more than 600 words describing your career goals, 
your internship plans (including the organizat ions to which you have 
applied or intend to apply), and how these tie in with the mission and 
policy research programs of the Baker Institute; 

3. A resume; 

4. An official, sealed transcript; 

5. One letter of recommendation, preferably f rom a Rice faculty member or 
researcher, who can discuss your ability to conduct policy research. 

Questions should be addressed to svv lewisft?'riee.ed>» 

NOTE: AN INFORMATION SESSION ABOUT THE PROGRAM WILL BE 
HELD FROM 6:30 TO 7:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 

KELLY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENC FACILITY, BAKER HALL 

"4 
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Brown holds on to top spot with win over Jones 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

It is a shame there is no such 
thing as Fantasy Powderpuff, be-
cause Jackie Amnions would make 
her owners look like geniuses. The 
sophomore receiver/cornerback 
scored all but one of Brown's points 
in a thrilling 27-24 victory against 
north college rival Jones (4-2) on 
Sunday The win puts Brown ((>1) 
in the driver's seat to clinch the top 
seed heading into the final weekend 
of the regular season. 

GAME OF THE WEEK 

Lovett vs. Will Rice 
(1-5) (5-2) 

When: Nov. 4 at 1 p.m. 
Where: Intramural Field 7 
Last Year Will Rice earned its 
first victory of the year over 
Lovett 19-12. 

The action in the highly anticipated 
matchup of the two top teams in pow-
derpuff started off quickly as Jones 
went on a quick four-play, 65-yard scor-
ing drive to start the game. The drive 
was capped off by a touchdown pass 
from seniorquarterbackTheresa Ring 
to freshman receiver Kayla Dunbar. 

Brown responded with a solid 
drive of its own, featuring a spec-
tacular 25-yard reception by fresh-
man receiver Jecca Steinberg on 
a third-and-10 play to prolong the 
possession. Junior quarterback Tori 
Gascoyne finished the drive with 
a 14-yard touchdown pass to Am-
nions, giving Brown a 7-6 lead. 

Following a Uiree-and-out by both 
teams to begin the second quarter, a 
poor punt gave Jones good field posi-
tion near midfield. ()n the second play 

of the subsequent drive, Ring hit Goo-
drich on a swing pass, who then flew by 
four Brown defenders en route to the 
end zone to put Jones ahead 12-7. 

Later in the quarter, Jones would 
put itself in position to take a com-
manding lead as it marched down the 
field with ease. But on a first-and-goal 
for Jones at the one-yard line, Am-
nions put on an impressive display of 
defensive prowess. She intercepted 
a pass in the endzone and sprinted 
to the sideline untouched all the way 
to the other endzone, giving Brown a 
13-12 lead heading into halftime. 

"It's a game of inches," Jones 
coach Matt McDonell said. "We're 
on the one-yard line and we [went] 
from an almost certain score to a 
touchdown the other way.... It was a 
big momentum swing for sure." 

Brown later extended its lead to 
19-12 thanks to a quick screen pass 
to Amnions. 

Jones responded on the first play 
of its next possession as Goodrich ran 
a sweep 65 yards for a touchdown to 
cut the lead to 19-18. However, as 
Jones attempted to even the score on 
the point-after conversion, Ring was 
picked off for the second time in the 
endzone by Amnions, who ran the 
interception back to score a safety 
and give Brown a 21-18 lead. 

Brown then went on another 
solid scoring drive. Gascoyne was a 
perfect 3-3 for 40 yards, including an 
11-yard touchdown pass to Amnions 
that gave Brown a comfortable 27-18 
lead. Although Jones was able to cut 
the lead to 27-24 in the fourth quarter, 
it was too little, too late as Brown ran 
out the clock to preserve the win. 

Amnions was the high offensive 
performer for either team, finishing 
with nine receptions for 183 yards 
and three touchdowns. 

"I think what gives me an ad-
vantage out there is that I'm tall," 
Amnions said. "But it's really a team 
effort. Tori made some great throws 

P O W D E R P U F F S T A N D I N G S : WEEK 7 
Rank Team Record Point Diff. 

1 Brown 6-1 43 

2 Hanszen 5-2 45 

3 Will Rice 5-2 16 

4 Jones 4-2 22 

5 Sid Rich 4-3 38 

6 Martel 3-3 27 

7 Lovett 1-4 -67 

8 Wiess 1-6 -50 

9 Baker 1-6 -74 

a 
woohoo! 

i just turned 21! 

/ 
• 

and the O-line blocked well up front 
to give her time." 

Brown, which had allowed only 
31 points in its first five games, has 
given up 37 points in its last two. 
Leading the way for Jones was senior 
running back Caitlin Goodrich with 
12 touches for 206 total yards and 
two touchdowns. 

"Caitlin [is] a monster out 
there—she beat us on a few plays," 
Brown coach Bryan Hodge said. 
"We really need to work on [defend-
in *] sweeps so we don't have those 
problems next week." 

In other scores around the league, 
Hanszen (5-2) jumped into second 
place with a 20-6 win over Will Rice 

(5-2), which remained in third place. 
Hanszen needs to beat Brown on 
Sunday to make the playoffs. Sid 
(4-3) knocked off Martel (3-3) 60, and 
Baker (1-6) earned its first win of the 
year over Lovett (1-5), winning 26-7. 
Listly, Will Rice finished its double 
header with a 7-0 overtime win over 
Wiess (1-6). 

BRENDA RANGEL/THRESHER 

Brown junior Kristen Hild attempts to evade the Jones defenders in Brown's 27-24 win over its north college rival lasj 
Sunday. With the win, Brown remains the lone one-loss team in powderpuff. 
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TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 
Junior Jessica Holderness leaps for the ball in last Sunday's match with ECU. Hold-
erness leaads the Owls with 305 kills and a 3 . 5 1 kills/game average. 

VOLLEYBALL 
From page 15 

But it was not to be, as the Owls once 
again went the distance only to fall 
in the final game. 

In g a m e one, Rice built an 
early 12-5 lead and maintained an 
advantage throughout the frame on 
the way to a 30-23 win. Game two 
began similarly, with Rice coming 
out to an 11-6 lead. However, ECU 
made a comeback, tying the game 
up at 27. After a second tie at 30, 
ECU hit two consecutive kills to 
take the game. 

The match shifted in the third 
game, with the two teams trading 
points to an 18-18 deadlock. The 
Pirates then went on to score five 
straight points, and, although the 
Owls came back within one, ECU 
took the game 30-27. 

SOCCER 

Down two games to one. Rice 
came out in the fourth game with 
a vengeance, blasting their way to 
a 7-1 advantage. Despite a couple 
sparse threats from ECU, Rice 
pushed through for a 30-21 win, 
forcing the match to live games 
once again. 

The Owls took an early 7-2 lead to 
start the final game. However, ECU 
bounced back and tied the game at 
nine points apiece. Unable to harness 
the momentum in their favor, Rice 
dropped the last game 15-13. 

"ECU's such a scrappy team 
and they always have been," Volpe 
said. "They've beaten us the last 
two years in five games and ... it's 
frustrating to let them beat us like 
that in our home gym." 

From page 15 

Korey Taylor.'Hie freshman attacked 
senior defender Beth Martin's direct 
kick — which had been deflected 
right in front of the goal — netting 
it past a diving keeper for her fourth 
goal of the season. 

It was the team's sixth shutout on 

the season and the third game in a 
row in which the defense gave up five 
shots or fewer. 90-minute games by 
sophomore defenders Katelyn ()sten-
dorf and Kellen Schugart and senior 
defenders Martin and I indsayjaggers 
anchored the lock down effort. 

OWL WEEKEND HAS BEEN 
CHANGED TO OWL DAYS! 

WHAT: AN OPEN FORUM 
WHO: ADMISSION OFFICERS 

WHEN: WED, NOV 7 @ 7p 
WHERE: McMURTRY AUD. 

RLCE 
STUDENT 
ADMISSION 
COUNCIL 

Football's defensive woes continue 
Owls lose 34-21 to Marshall, welcome struggling UTEPfor homecoming 

Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHER STAFF 

Last year, the football team 
took advantage of every bounce 
of the ball and staged its fair share 
of dramatic comebacks on its way 
to a bowl berth. Apparently, that 
team was using this year's supply 
of good fortune. Despite a late rally, 
Rice (1-7, 1-3 C-USA) was unable 
to overcome an early lead from the 
previously winless Marshall Univer-
sity (1-7,1-3 C-USA) to fall 34-21 last 
Saturday in Huntington, W.V. 

It was not the only thing that Rice 
lost: Any chance of a repeat bowl ap-
pearance was washed away with the 
loss, since the Owls are guaranteed 
to finish with a sub-.500 season. 

However, the season will con-
tinue, and Rice hopes to rebound 
against struggling University of 
Texas-El Paso (4-4, 2-2 C-USA) to-
morrow at 2 p.m. in Rice Stadium. 
The Miners come into the game with 
an outside shot at staying in the hunt 
for a conference championship, and 
beating the Owls is imperative if 
they want to compete for the C-USA 
crown. With their own postseason 
hopes gone, Rice now assumes the 
role of spoiler. 

Beating UTEP hinges on a few 
crucial points for the Owls. Offen-
sively, the Miners rank in the top 
five in C-USA in rushing, passing 
and total offense. They are also 
tied for second in scoring with 
35.8 points per game. This does 
not bode well for a struggling Rice 
defense, which is last in the confer-
ence with 41.5 points allowed per 
game. However, the game could 
turn into a high-scoring affair — 
Rice is the only team in C-USA 
allowing more passing yards per 

game than the Miners. 
While Rice has struggled on 

both sides of the ball this year, 
the team has been able to avoid 
penalties. Rice is first in the confer-
ence in penalty-yard average this 
season, both in avoiding penalties 
themselves and inducing them from 
their opponents. 

THIS WEEKEND 
Rice vs. UTEP 

Homecoming weekend 
When: Nov. 3 at 2 p.m. 
Where: Rice Stadium 
History: The Owls and the 
Miners have split their ten 
all-time matchups. Last 
year, the Owls spoiled the 
Miners' homecoming with a 
37-31 victory. Running back 
Quinton Smith (Baker '06) 
led the offense with three 
touchdowns and 243 ail-
purpose yards. 

On the other side, UTEP is 
the most penalized team in the 
conference, which may provide 
m o r e oppor tun i t i e s which the 
Owls can take advantage of. Rice 
was unable to profit from almost 
anything last weekend against 
Marshall. The Thunder ing Herd, 
which was riding an eight-game 
losing streak stretching back to 
last season, piled on the Owls early, 
jumping out to a 24-0 lead before 
junior quarterback Chase Clement 
sprinted for a 20-yard touchdown 

with just over a minute left in the 
third quarter. 

Marshall answered with a 22-
yard field goal to push the lead to 
27-7, but the Owls did not roll over 
quietly. Freshman receiver James 
Casey caught an 11-yard touchdown 
pass from Clement with seven 
minutes remaining, adding to his 
career-best seven-catch, 101-yard 
day. Then, after forcing Marshall 
to a three-and-out, the Owls drove 
down to Marshall's two-yard line. 
Clement then found sophomore 
wide receiver Toren Dixon wide 
open for another touchdown to make 
it a two-score game. 

But the Thundering Herd was 
able to move the chains on its sub-
sequent possession and eat up time 
before running back Kelvin Turner 
found a crease for an eight-yard 
touchdown run to seal the win. 

A large part of the loss was due 
to Rice's failure to stop Marshall 
on third downs in the second 
quarter — the Thundering Herd 
picked up the first down seven out of 
eight times en route to 17 points. 

While the defense struggled, 
the receiving corps once again per-
formed well. In addition to Casey's 
seven catches, junior receiver J arett 
Dillard also snagged seven balls for 
99 yards. 

S o p h o m o r e de fens ive back 
Andrew Sendejo, who has already 
received C-USA Defensive Player 
of the Week honors once this year, 
had a career-high 18 tackles—three 
individual — from his free safety 
spot position However, he said he 
was displeased with the defensive 
performance. 

"We've got to make plays, get off 
the field [and] give our offense a short j 
field so they can score," he said. 

/ 
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Swimming continues strong start at Phill Hansel Duals 
by Tracy Dansker 

FOR THE THRESHER 

Although often seen as an indi-
vidual sport, the collaborative effort 
of the Rice swim team this past week-
end demonstrated the importance of 
teamwork even in the water. 

Rice blew Florida International 
University, the University of New 
Orleans and cross-town rival Uni-
versity of Houston out of the water, 
improving its record to 7-1, and falling 
only to Brigham Young University 
this past weekend at the Phill Hansel 
Duals Meets. 

"We were very competitive with 
that team — we just kind of got out-
swam," assistant coach Jada Hall-

mark (Sid '01) said. "And if it were 
a different point in the season, when 
we had a little bit more rest behind 
us, it would be a closer meet." 

Despite this loss, the Owls are in 
good spirits, especially having beaten 
UH (3-2) after they failed to do so 
last year. Of the four teams, UH is 
the only Conference USA team and 
thus the only team Rice faces again 
this season. 

"We thought we did a great job 
and set the momentum to go into 
conference," co-captain and junior 
Natalie Kirchhoff said. "We let UH 
know that we are on top of our 
game and they better get with it 
because we are a force to be reck-
oned with." 

A deeply funny chronicle 
of male adolescence." 

—Entertainment Weekly 

South Africa's 
#1 fastest and 

bestsefling book! 
"Hilarious." 

—Best Life 

"South Africa's 
Catcher in the Rye\" 
—Alexander McCall Smi th , 
author of The No. 7 Ladies 

Detective Agency 

"Seewu like 
wherever 

I go, madness 
isn't far behind ' 

—John *S(Kid* 

O n sa le n o w 

Razorbill Books 
A division of Penguin Young Readers Group 

www.razorbillbooks.com fc»«ll 

The swim team now has two 
weeks off to rest and get ready for 
the Speedo Cup in Irvine, California 
on November 15-17. There, the Owls 
will face around 15 teams, all mainly 
from the west coast. Because no 
other C-USA teams will be compet-
ing, there is not the same pressure, 
however, they are still going in to the 
meet looking to swim their best. 

"At a meet like this, you go in, 
much less focused on winning the 
meet overall, but really looking to 
get an overall feel for how you're 
doing in the season and get some 
fast times," Hallmark said. "Who we 
beat isn't as important." 

This past weekend Rice made 
use of its enormous depth in order 
to finish second overall at the Phill 
Hansel Duals, which were held at the 
UH Recreation Center Natatorium. 
Posting only one first place finish, the 

team relied upon its members to snag 
second, third, and fourth place finishes 
to gain significant points. Lone senior 
Brittany Massengale finished first in 
the 1,000-yard freestyle with a time 
of 10 minutes, 3.18 seconds. Junior 
Carlyann Miller contributed as well, 
scoring key points in the 200-yard free-
style, 50 freestyle and 1(X) freestyle as 
the top finisher for Rice. Strong swims 
from teammates junior Keri Hyde 
and co-captain and junior Diane Gu 
in the 50-yard freestyle and 100-yard 
freestyle, respectively, supplemented 
Miller's performance. 

Freshman Kait Chura and soph-
omore Pam Zelnick also both 
had impressive finishes in their 
events - Chura took third in the 
100-yard backstroke and second 
in the 200-yard backstroke, while 
Zelnick took third in the 200-yard 
breaststroke and second in the 100-

yard breaststroke. Finishing second 
in all four of the relay events helped 
the Owls score crucial points. 

"Our relays were really a big 
improvement from our last meet 
and really I think made a difference 
this time compared to last time," 
Hallmark said. 

Both freestyle relays, the 200-
yard and 400-yard, were made up of 
Hyde, Zelnick, Gu and Miller. The 
fact that the Owls were able to finish 
second and third in the 4(X) freestyle 
helped with overall point totals. The 
third-place team was composed of 
sophomores Stephanie Eberhardt 
and Megan I .and, Massengale, and 
junior Catilin Warner. 

Gu, Zelnick, sophomore Angela Wo 
and junior Skylar Craig swam the 200 
medley, finishing in 1:48.29and Chura, 
Hyde, Zelnick and Miller swain the400 
medley relay, finishing in 3:58.26. 

ARIEL SCHNITZER/THRESHER 

Sophomore Pam Zelnick placed second in the 100-yard breaststroke in last weekend's Phill Hansel Duals Meet. The Owls 
went 3 -1 in the meet, beating UH, FIU and New Orleans. 
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Men's cross finishes third 
at C-USA championships 

by Brody Rollins 
THRESHER STAFF 

While it is always nice to see 
history being made, there is noth-
ing quite like the sting of having 
something historical happen at your 
expense. The men's cross country 
team experienced this painful feel-
ing last Saturday as third-ranked 
University of Texas-El Paso scored 
a perfect 15 points en route to its 
second-straight Conference USA 
Cross Country Championships. 

Rice will now take a week off, 
after which the team will head to Fay-
etteville, Ark., for the NCAA South 
Central Regional Championships 
on Nov. 10. The Owls have already 
competed in Arkansas once before 
this season—they placed 11th at the 
Chile Pepper Festival on Oct. 13. 

There will be only two teams 
ranked in the top 30 at the regional 
meet: No. 7 University of Arkansas 
and No. 16 University ofTexas. How-
ever, this lack of ranked competition 
will not rmike things much easier for 
the Owls, as they still have to go up 
against Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, 
which, behind first-place finishes of 
lead runner Shadrack Songok, has 
already outrun Rice twice this year. 

I^ast week, UTEP runners put 
on a clinic as they clocked the top 
five individual times, breaking the 
scoring record they set only one year 
ago. Stephen Samoei, the two-time 
defending Conference USA Athlete 
of the Year in cross country, won the 
individual title by a wide margin of 
over twenty seconds. 

But UTEP was not the only squad 
to meet expectations. The University 

of Tulsa, ranked 17th in the country, 
continued to have its best season ever 
after pacing second with 42 points. 

Although Rice finished a distant 
third with 110 points, the spread be-
tween the top four runners was only 
42 seconds. Junior Brett Olson placed 
17th at 26 minutes, 48.6 seconds. 
Sophomore Brad Morris placed 18th, 
six seconds behind, and junior Justin 
Maxwell crossed the 1 inish line in 21 st 
place at 27:15.5. Sophomore Scott Ziv-
ick and senior Colby Keithan finished 
23rd and 39th, respectively. 

One factor that hindered the 
Owls' chances of victory was the 
harsh weather — not, as most ex-
pected, the high altitude in El Paso, 
Texas, where the meet was held. 

"The altitude was a factor that ev-
eryone was concerned about," Morris 
said. "But we weren't really ready for 
the other conditions. The sun was 
beating down and it was dry as could 
be. Everyone had chapped lips." 

The Owls' was also once again 
hampered by injuries, which have 
plagued the team all year. ()n Satur-
day they were without junior Aaron 
Robson, their top runner, who was 
held out of a second straight race 
with a sore calf. 

But even with the injuries, the 
results from the race on Saturday 
proved that the conference is one of 
the strongest in the nation. 

"If we had all those guys healthy, 
everybody on the team that hadn't 
been running, then we would have 
finished third," head coach Jon War-
ren (Jones '88) said. "Even if we had 
a team that was top 30, top 25 in the 
nation, we still would have been third 
at this meet." 

SPORTS N0TEB I I I 

Owls finish Nth at 
Herb Wimberley 

'Hie golf team finished 14th 
at the Herb Wimberly Intercolle-
giate last Monday in Las Cruces, 
N.M. Rice was led by freshman 
Michael Whitehead, who f inished 
tied for 23rd with a one-over 214. 
Texas Tech University won the 
tournament with a score of 831. 

IIle Owls started the tourna-
ment , which was held at the par-71 
New Mexico State Golf Course, 
strong — they shot their lowest 
one-round total of the season, 
252, in the opening round. They 

concluded the first day with a 
299 in the second round, ending 
the day in 14th place. Rice's final 
score of 885 is the squad's lowest 
three-round tournament total so 
far this year. 

Whitehead and sophomore 
Chris Brown then helped the 
Owls maintain their position on 
the second day. Whitehead shot 
a career low three-under 68 and 
Brown shot only one-over at 72 to 
finish the tournament tied for 38th 
place overall with 218. 

The Owls will now travel to 
Stockton, Calif., to compete in the 
Pacific Invitational Nov. 5-7. 

— Casey Michel 

( Is it you? 
One person 
makes a difference 
when the mission of Christ 
meets the world. 

Be that person. Join us. 

For more information about 
becoming a Maryknoll Priest 

or Brother, contact: 

Ft. Gerry Kelly, MM 
2360 Rice Blvd. 

Houston, TX 77005-2652 

email: mklhouston@maryknoll.org 
phone: (713) 529-1912 
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CONFERENCE 
From page 15 

helped them win the Notre Dame 
Invitational on Sept. 28. last Saturday, 
the Owls fell behind as a group early, 
only to collectively move up later in the 
race. This strategy especially proved 
beneficial in the high elevation of El 
Paso, where a fast start could spell 
disaster for even the most well-condi-

tioned teams. Bevan said he thought 
that the team's mental toughness and 
cohesion helped the Owls focus on 
sticking to the race strategy. 

"In the heat of battle, this is a very 
cool, calm group," Bevan said. "They 
have a lot of belief in each other." 

While Bevan said he believes the 

team ran its best race of the year last 
Saturday at the conference meet, he 
thinks the best is yet to come. He said 
he knows his team is on a mission 
to prove they are among the nation's 
elite teams. 

"Since [Notre Dame]. we've had a 
common goal of [being] the absolute 
best we can be this year," Bevan said. 
"You don't always have the chance and 
opportunity like we do. [We have] to 
take this as far as we can take it, and 
they have gotten better and better." 

I 

COURTESY CONFERENCE USA OFFICE 

From left to right, freshmen Becky Wade and Allison Pye and senior Lenny Waite all contributed strong times to help R l:e 
win the C-USA crown. All five scoring runners finished within 36 seconds of each other. 
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FOOTBALL 
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Oct. 27 ,2007 — Huntington, W.V. 

Rice 
Marshall 

0 7 
17 7 

14 
10 

21 
3 4 

Marshall — Bernard 9 run (Binswanger kick) 
Marshall — Turner 2 run (Binswanger kick) 
Marshall — Binswanger 42 field goal 
Marshall — Morris 26 run (Binswanger kick) 
Rice — Clement 20 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Marshall — Binswanger 22 field goal 
Rice — Casey 11 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Rice — Dixon 2 pass from Clement (Fangmeier kick) 

Marshall — Turner 8 run (Binswanger kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yard 
Passing Yards 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual S ta ts 
Rushing 
Rice—Clement 11-76, Armstrong2 18, Ugokwe 5-18, 
Hill 3-13, Casey 5-11. Henderson 1- -6. 
Marshall — Morris 13-120, Small 9-74. Marshall 
16-39, Turner 6-16, Slate 2-5. 
Passing 

Rice Marshall 
24 22 
130 254 
298 227 
428 4 8 1 
128 59 
5-40.0 5-36.8 
26:10 33:50 

Rice — Clement 48-29-1-281, Armstrong 1-1-0-17. 
Marshall — Morris 33-15-0-227. 
Receiving 
Rice — Casey 7-101, Dillard 7-99, Dixon 6-31, Ugokwe 
4-29, Armstrong 3-17, Henderson 1-10, Talbert 1-8, 
Hill 1-3. 
Marshall — Slate 341 , Lauzon 2-56, Passmore 2-45, 
Edmonson 2-32, Small 2-14, Wynn 2-9, Spann 1-26, 
Marshall 1-4. 

Attendance — 31,768 

SOCCER 

RICE 1 - 0 TULSA 

POWDERPUFF PREDICTIONS: WEEK 7 

Brown 
vs. 

Hanszen 

• • 1 

Brown 
1 want it to be 
so bad, Dylan 
Farmer cries" 

Stephen 
Whitfield 

E.l.C. 

Brown 
"1 couldn't live 

in a world 
without Sid in 
the playoffs" 

Timothy 
Danjer Faust Matty McKee 

Dunno A&E Dude 

Brown 
BROOOOWN "Two words: 

Saint Jackie" 

Ian White 
Photo 

extraordinaire 

1 don't know 

Wiess 
vs. 
Sid 

' 

Sid 
"Guess who 

caught a pass 
(in practice)?" 

Sid 
"We suck, but... 

dammit we 
always pull 
through!" 

Wiess 
Nor Brown, 1 « s / d s e e m s 

don't care sick. As in. 

like, ill" 

Um, Sid 

Lovett 
vs. 

WRC* 

WRC 
"59-0" 

Lovett 
"Who cares? 
Really, who 

cares?" 

WRC 
Not Brown, 1 "Because they 
don't care have strong 

women" 

WRC 
"Wiess just has 
bad women," 

says Matt 

Martei 
vs. 

Jones 
• 

•/ - ' 

Martei 
"But Sean will 

find a 
way to lose" 

Martei 
"When good 
plays evil, 1 
always pick 

good" 

Not Brown, 1 J o n e s 

don't care " J o n e s 

LOVES goats" 

Jones 

vs. 
Martei 

Baker 
"Hey, they 
won last 
week..." 

Baker 
"Baker with 

two wins would 
be a pretty 
fun world" 

Uh, Martei Hans Graf 
Once again, 1 
don't know 

Jones 
vs. 

Jones 
"We beat you 

last week" 

Lovett 
"Assuming the 

spread is 17.5" 

Jones 
Not Brown, 1 "Those are 
don't care some faaast 

women" 

Prolly Jones 

•denotes Thresher Game of the Week 
**The Thresher Sports Editor would like to say that he finished with the best record of predicting Powderpuff 

Oct. 28, 2007 — Tulsa, Okla. 

Rice (10-5-2): Erkel, Conn, Schugart, Edwards, Taylor, 
B. Mart in, Robbins, Ostendorf, Wong, Jaggers, 

C. Martin; 
Substitutes: Petric, Gowda, Holloway, Nesbit, Ross. 

Tulsa (3-13-2): Harclerode, Fitzsimmons, McElrath. 
German, Neilsson, Bahn, Chadney, Dodd, Johnson, 
Kacergis; 
Substitutes: Hart, Locke, Ricker, Rapp, Robinson, 
Taylor, Andra. 

Goals: Taylor (4). 
Assists: B. Martin. 
Cautions: Fitzsimmons 32 ' , Neilson 59 ' . 
Ejections: None. 

Final S ta ts 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 144 

Rice Tulsa 
17 5 
8 3 
3 7 
7 3 
15 13 
1 0 

RICE 0 -2 SMU 
Oct. 26 ,2007 — Dallas, Texas 

Rice (9-5-2): Erkel, Conn, Schugart. Edwards, Taylor, 
B. Mart in, Robbins, Ostendorf. Wong, Jaggers. 
C. Martin; 
Substitutes: Petric. Gowda, Holloway. 

SMU(6-7-1):Gunter. Peabody. Bailey, Schieda. Shep-
herd, Raad, Vice. Carter, Brill, Leonard; 
Substitutes: Medeiros, Phillips. 

Goals: Carter (2). Vice (3) 
Assists: Brill, Bailey. 
Cautions: None. 
Ejections: None. 

Final S ta ts 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 555 

Rice 
11 
7 
0 
3 
7 

0 

SMU 
5 
2 
7 
1 
9 
1 

VOLLEYBALL 

ECLL3JUCEJ2 
Oct. 28, 2007 — Fox Gym 

ECU 23 32 
Rice 30 30 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

30 21 15 
27 30 13 

ECU Rice 
63 80 
29 32 
207 206 
.164 .233 
58 77 
10 11 
83 102 
15.0 14.0 

ADVANCE presents 

f m 
CULTURE Q U E S T ZOO/ 

CHywide cultural scavenger hunt. 

friends... f 
a mission! 

« « » f map. . . and 

j M 

T-shirts! 

Saturday, November t Oth, 1 2 - 6 pm 
Register in advance at http://www.ruf.r ice.edu/~advance/ 

or in Kelley Lounge on Saturday. 
Sign up fee only $2 per person! 

Individual Stats 
Kill* 
ECU — Wermery 22, Thompson 13 
Rice — Morgan 18, Holderness 18. Bogan 16 

Assists 
ECU — Koop 52 
Rice — Schamun 68 

Digs 
ECU — Penker 18, Monroe 15, Turner 12 
Rice — Lam 31, Holderness 22. McClean 17 

Attendance — 183 

MARSHALL 3 RICE 1 
Oct. 26. 2007 — Fox Gym 

Marshall 2 8 3 2 3 0 3 0 
Rice 3 0 3 0 2 4 2 5 

Final S ta ts 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Marsha l l Rice 
70 
23 
177 
.266 
68 
12 
65 
1 1 . 0 

6 9 
23 
166 
.277 
66 
5 
73 
11.0 

Individual S ta ts 
Kills 
Marshall — Billingy 26, Cahill 18 
Rice — Bogan 18. McClean 18, Holderness 18 

Assists 
Marshall — Fleming 62 
Rice — Schamun 54 

Digs 
Marshall — Arias 16, Marcum 14, Cahill 13 
Rice — Holderness 23. Lam 18, McClean 11 

Attendance — 2 2 1 

CROSS COUNTRY 

2007 WOMEN'S C-USA 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Oct. 27, 2007 — El Paso. Texas 

1. Rice 
2. Tulsa 
3. SMU 
4. UAB 
5. UTEP 
6. Tulane 
7. UCF 
8. East Carolina 
9. Memphis 
10. Marshall 
11. Houston 
12. Southern Miss 

26 
54 
105 
118 
124 
152 
196 
214 
267 
274 
280 
302 

2007 MEN'S C-USA 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Oct. 27, 2007 — El Paso, Texas 

1. UTEP 
2. Tulsa 
3. Rice 
4. Marshall 
5. Houston 
6. UCF 
7. East Carolina 
8. Memphis 

GOLF 

15 
42 
110 

116 
128 
131 
201 
206 

HERB WIMBERLY 
INTERCOLLEGIATE 
Oct. 30, 2007 — Las Cruces, N.M. 

1. Texas Tech 831 
2. Texas 835 
t-3. Nevada 844 
t-3. Kansas State 844 
5. Ball State 856 
6. Loyola Marymount 859 
7. ULM 862 
t-8. New Mexico State 864 
t-8. Miami (Ohio) 864 
10. Cal Poly 866 
11. South Alabama 868 
12. Washington State 873 
13. Northern Colorado 883 
14. Rice 885 
15. UTEP 8 9 1 
16. Nebraska 9 0 1 
17. Towson 916 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
Mandy asks, "Why is there a Playboy in here?" 
And now she's looking at it. 
Whysoserious.com is absolutely amazing. 
Happy Halloweeeen 
How does Sarah hate Halloween?? 
5th floor cheats. They cheat sooo hard. 
A Rod to the A-Royals! 
Lamarcus Aldridge will put up such monster num 
bers this year. 
South Park trilogy ends TONIGHT. 
Baker 13 ends TONIGHT 
Tonight will be the night box scores reign supreme. 
Lily is Mrs. Ugmo? 
Brown Defense went spectacularly tonight. Bodies 
flew, water balloons exploded, and Maureen chased 
around Pierre. It was a good night. 
Did everyone hear that Stephanie Rice is almost 
seven months pregnant? 
Matt Youn came by tonight ... I wonder if he's going 
to read this. 
Tool Point Leaderboard coming soon. 
The Spurs suck. 
Abbie Ryan made me get a "This is what a feminist 
looks like" t shirt. How do I break the news to my 
parents? 
We should start a spread for Powderpuff 
Favorite Underdog 
Brown 4.5 Hanszen 
Sid 10.5 Wiess 
WRC 0.02 Lovett (GOTW 
Jones That Martei 

McMurtry 
crane 

Martei 106.5 Baker 
jones 17.5 Lovett 
I miss Greg Oden. So very much. 
Spiderman 3 is out on DVD ... what could have 
been. 
I am America (So can you!) 
What was the name of the Daily Show's book? 
I have to go finish my paper on Ralph Nader ... 
I should be trick or treating right now. I would Ro 
dressed as Peter Petrelli. Or Hiro. Yeah, Hiro. 

I 
I 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~advance/


CALENDAR 
nov. 2- nov. 9 

THE RICE THRESHER CALENDAR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2,2007 23 

FRIDAY 2 
Le deadline di Registrar 

Today is the last day to drop a 
class (with a fee) and the last 
day to turn in your Pass/Fail 
form for this semester. Do it 
by 5 p.m. (The Registrar's Of-
fice is on the first floor of the 
Allen Center and the Pass / 
Fail form is on ESTHER.) 

Cafe and comedy 

Lovett College Theatre 
presents two comedies, 
Waiting for Julia and Night of 
Faith, in one cafe-style pro-
duction. Rice Coffeehouse 
will provide refreshments . 
The show starts at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight and tomorrow in the 
Lovett Undergrounds. 
Tickets are $3 for Rice 
students and faculty, $5 for 
general admission. 

Brown by Brownwest 

It's also time for Hanszen 
Theatre 's production of You're 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown. 
The show opens tonight at 8 
p.m. in the Hanszen Lower 
Commons and will also run 
tomorrow, next Friday and 
Saturday. Tickets are $5. 

SATURDAY 3 
Look at the stars 

The Rice University Campus 
Observatory is holding an 
open house from 8 p.m. to 
midnight so you can get some 
serious stargazing in. Comet 
Holmes, discovered 115 years 
ago, recently underwent some 
unusual activity which has 
made it visible to the naked 
eye, even in Houston. In the 
event of cloudy weather, the 
open house will be resched-
uled for Sunday. For more 
info, go to www.ruf.rice. 
edu/~ruco/open _houses.html. 

Two minutes in heaven is 
better than one minute in 
heaven. 

RPC's annual fall formal, 
Esperanza, will be hosted at 
Minute Maid Park at 10 p.m. 
The official theme is "Minute 
Maid in Heaven: Hit It or Quit 
It." Tickets are $20 from your 
RPC rep beforehand and $25 
at the door. 

WEDNESDAY 

Nelson Periera dos Santos 

'ITie Rice Media Center is 
showing three films by the 
Brazilian director Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for Rice students 
and faculty, $6 for general ad-
mission. Wednesday's showing 
is 'Tent of Miracles," 'lliurs-
day's "The Amulet of Ogum" 
and Friday's "The Third Bank 
of the River." 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348 5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

THURSDAY g 
Jeebus! 

Brown College Theatre's Jesus 
Christ Superstar opens tonight 
at 8 p.m in the Brown Com-
mons. Tickets are $5 for Rice 
students and faculty and $7 for 
the general public. Jesus will 
also make appearances Nov. 9, 
10,15,16 and 17. (Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday of this 
week and next.) 

ARE YOU MORE 
CREATIVE THAN THIS? 

FRIDAY 

Hecuba 

The Rice Theatre department 
presents Euripides' Hecuba, start-
ing tonight. A reception, catered 
by Niko Niko's Greek and Ameri-
can Cafe, will begin at 6:30 p.m. in 
Hamman Hall. The show starts 
at 8 p.m. For opening night only, 
the reception and show admis-
sion are free. The show runs 
Nov. 9-10 and Nov. 15-17. For 
more info, call the Theatre Box 
Office at 713-348-7529. 

nOF^ rFNTFRFnTFXT 
mtMEm «•# \»E»IN1 I Ei i\EL I C#V I 

MAKE YOU MAD? 

then email sgm@rice.edu and join the # 
Thresher design staff. 

Creating Leaders B E Y O N D T R A D I T I O N A L B O R D E R S 
RICE U N I V E R S I T Y 

The Beyond Traditional Borders Initiative offers a unique, multi-disciplinary curriculum challenging students to reach 
beyond the usual geographic & disciplinary experiential borders and gain the knowledge and skills necessary 
to foster the creation of global health technologies that appropriately address the pressing health needs of the 
developing world by integrating scientific, engineering, health, policy and economic perspectives. 

An initiative for the advancement of appropriate, 
high-value innovations in global health biotechnology 

J 

BIOE3Q1: Bioengineering & World Health BIOE260: Intro to Global Health Issues 
BIOE362: Bioengineering for 

Global Health Environments 

Key Course Concepts 

Key Course Concepts 

• Health & Economic Challenges 
Faced by Developing Countries 

• Case-studies of the Development 
& Implementation of Innovative 
Solutions to those Challenges 

• A Design Project to Develop a 
Realistic Solution to a Health 
Challenge of a Developing Country 

• Eligibility for International 
Internships working to further your 
Health Challenge Design Project 

PERMISSION REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION! 

FOR AN APPLICATION E-MAIL 

beyondtraditiohalborders<<? rice.edu 

f o 

Leading Causes of Death in 
Developed & Developing Countries 

Emerging Technologies to Improve 
World Health , including: 

Vaccines for HIV/AIDS 
Artificial Hearts 
Cancer Imaging Systems 

Clinical Trials & Ethics 

Collaborating institutions 
• Baylor College of Medicine 

• University of Texas Health Science Center 

• University ofy Texas School of Public Health 

• UT MD Anderson Cancer Center 

• & partner institutions abroad reaching 

from Mexico to Botswana to India 

3 
"O 
o 

In i t iat ive is made possible by a grant to Rice University from the Howard Hughes 
Medical Inst i tute through the H H M I Undergraduate Science Education Program www.beyondtraditionalborders.org 

http://www.ruf.rice
mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
mailto:sgm@rice.edu
http://www.beyondtraditionalborders.org
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The Backpage chooses Homecoming Court 

Ugmo: Mutant potato beast, abandoned by all, merely seeks love in 

the world. Is that too much to ask? IS THAT TOO MUCH TO ASK?! 

Cleveland Sewall: Major donor to Rice University in its 

formative years, friended many a young bachelor and 

was (and still is) Rice's biggest queen. 

Vibrating Ring: Trojan sent us this fun vibrating ring, 

with enough battery time to last 2 0 minutes. You can 

also put it on a tabletop and race it! 

Andrew Bowen: SA Director of Elections. 

As dainty on his feet as he is maneuvering his 

way through the realm of politics. 

for no reason, 
some funny pictures 

A noble defender falls before a naked onslaught. 

• 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

NEEDED BABYSITTER and driver 
for two seventh graders..must be 
able to help with homework...nights 
and weekends..about ten hours per 
week..713-529-8679. 

GOT TIME? Hiring smart, respon-
sible, trustworthy tutors for all 
subjects (i.e. math, chem. , phs, 
sat,act,mcat,sat,engl,engl).$9-$15/ 
hour. Flexible hours. Please send 
resume to testsprep@hotmail.com 
a++review &tutoring 3503 elgin@scott 
713-650-608. 

S a t u r d a y N o v e m b e r 10 th , 2007 

No Cover Before 11PM 
Dress to Impress 

W I L L Y 
Live DJ's Provided By KTRU 

Hoppin Dance Floor 

Exclusive VIP Section 

PART-TIM E ASSISTANT video editor 
needed. Must be a self-starter, enthu-
siastic, organized, and willing to learn. 
Computer literate and familiarity with 
editing software are preferred. Please 
send your resume to resume@amind-
seyefilm.com or call 713-218-9522. 

WORK FLEXIBLE HOURS at a fun, re-
wardingjob! Private Montessori school 
in the museum district seeks part-time 
and full-time help. Children range in 
age from infant to upper elementary. 
Contact Tara at 713-520-0738. 

RICE VILLAGE OFFICE is takingappli-
cations for a part-time office assistant. 
Flexible hours to fit your schedule. 
$10/hour. Please send your resume 
or contact information in confidence 
to: LVS@charteryiotes.com. 

AS PART OF our expansion pro-
gramme, a small company is looking 
for part time Work from home account 
managers and sales representatives, it 
pays $2000 a month plus benefits and 
takes only little of your time.Please 
contact us for more details. 2-3 hours 
access to the internet weekly Must be 
over 22 yrs of age. Must be Efficient 
and Dedicated. If you are interested and 
need more information,Please send 
e-mail to smith4ray@yahoo.com. 

WANTED: RICE STUDENTS who 
would be available every Monday-
Thursday from 4pm - 7:30pm to help 
out a busy house of 4 boys (ages 10 and 
down) with daily homework, reading 
skills, games and occasional football/ 
baseball practice transportation. Job 
pays $12/hour and we would like 
someone to start as soon as possible. 
Our home is located in Bellaire. Please 
call Scott at 713-332-4400 or Jennifer at 
713-664-1511. 

SHEPHERD SCHOOL STUDENTS: 
fun, rewarding job with an elementary 
school program teaching music to 
children ages 6 to 12 part-time. Contact 
Tara 713-520-0738. 

RENT A DRESS. Now open Rental 
Couture, a boutique at Tribecca Lofts 
where those coveted designer dresses 
can be rented. Featuring evening, cock-
tail and trendy dresses as well as shoes 
and accessories. Current finds include 
an Anna Molinari tiered lace dress, 
Alberto Makali sequined gown, Dolce 
+ Gabbana silk slip, as well as ankle 
booties, stilettos, clutches, double 
sided tape + jewelry . Open Tues-Sun 
11 AM-7 PM. Rental Couture. 1210 W. 
Clay Loft 18. 713-523-4954. 
ww w. Ren talCoutu re. com. 

NOW HIRING host/hostess position. 
Neighborhood restaurant within walk-
ing distance of Rice. FT/PT. Please 
apply in personTues. to Fri. 2:00 to 5:00 
PM.The Raven Grill, 1916 Bissonnett. 
713-521-2027. 

EXPERIENCED MICROSOFT AC-
CESS Programmer needed for contract 
work. Please fax your information to: 
713-963-8650. 

WE WANT YOUR MOTHER (or aunt) 
American husband, wife and 3 year old 
son seek mature, highly responsible 
female for live-in, full time, long-term 
nanny/house manager. Candidates 
must speak/write fluent Mandarin 
Chinese and some English. Substan-
tial Annual Salary, Health Insurance, 
Retirement Plan. All living accommo-
dations and dining. New car provided. 
Travel. Applicants submit resume to 
a I ex a ndjane «'/h ouston. rr. com. 

SELL FOR ME on ebay. I have embroi-
dered picture, vases, historical editions, 
autographs, and other valuables. Please 
contact Frances 713-571-9552. 

HOUSING 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. 4200 Ml. Ver-
non. Bike to Rice U. I.arge two bed-
room, two bath apt. Hardwood floors 
with carpeted bedrooms. Ixirge patio 
accessible thru the master bedroom. 
On-site laundry and covered parking. 
Small owner managed building with a 
small courtyard. Available now! $995 
with lease and deposit. Andover Prop-
erties 713-524-3344. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:testsprep@hotmail.com
mailto:LVS@charteryiotes.com
mailto:smith4ray@yahoo.com

