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Massive server failure leads to campus-wide e-mail outage 
by Dan Derozier 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Students, faculty and staff 
found themselves without e-mail 
for several hours this week when a 
massive e-mail outage struck Rice. 
On Tuesday afternoon one of two 
storage servers containing e-mail 
data went offline, cutting off half 

of campus e-mail users from their 
mailboxes. 

Users of Rice WebMail logged 
in to find empty inboxes, users of 
e-mail clients were unable to access 
their e-mail at all and incoming 
e-mails sent to affected addresses 
bounced back to their senders. 

By Wednesday evening, Vice-
Provost of Information Technology 

Kamran Khan said recovery was 
nearly complete and that IT was 
testing the systemis readiness to 
go back online. 

The problems began around 2 
p.m. Tuesday, when IT noticed file 
system errors on one of the RiceMail 
storage servers. Khan and his staff 
quickly determined that the errors 
were caused by a much lower-level 

problem: file fragmentation and 
corruption. After being unable to 
rebuild the data directly, IT turned 
to the backups at 4 p.m. Tuesday 
to find that they, too, had been 
corrupted. 

"What we discovered was that 
both the primary and the redun-
dancy [backups] had the same 
problem," Khan said. "It has to do 

with the file system, and it's one of 
those very rare occurrences." 

Khan said the size of the mail 
system meant that it took nearly 
30 hours of re-creating lost mail-
boxes from a series of magnetic tape 
backups made between Sunday and 
Monday to recover all the data from 
the backup system. 

see E-MAIL, page 5 
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Throwing caution to the wind 
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Members of FE&P and Wiess College sow the seeds of environmentalism. planting wildflowers in the drainage ditch along IM Field 7. For more 
on Rice's push for sustainability, see story, page 5. 

RUPD launches 
controversial 
anti-theft policy 
Pre-emptive stealing a 
response to recent spike in 
on-campus theft 

by Dale Swartz 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The number of personal property thefts have 
spiked since the beginning of the school year. 
Rice University Police Department is beginning 
to resort to new and drastic tactics to ensure stu-
dents protect their property from theft: stealing 
before the robbers have a chance to. 

Fondren library staff and RUPD developed the 
procedure to decrease personal property thefts. 

Officers conduct sweeps of the library look-
ing for personal items left unattended and bring 
them to the circulation desk. Besides the library, 
unsecured bikes and backpacks from other build-
ings will be relocated to the police station. 

"If we spot something sitting out unattended, 
it's better that they come get it from us than for 
it to be stolen by someone else," Police Chief 
Bill Taylor said. "Nothing gets moved without 
documentation." 

Taylor said RUPD does not have any leads or 
suspect descriptions to account for the crimes, 
except that the thief has been able to move freely 
throughoutthecampus without being questioned 
bv s tuden t s , 

Continued construction causes increased NOD security 
by Joyce Yao 

THRESHER STAFF 

Break out the men in tights, Wiess College's 
annual Night of Decadence, themed ANight in 
NODdinghani: Bring YourStiffest Arrow, will be 
held tomorrow in the Wiess commons. Tickets 
will be sold for $8 in advance and $10 at the 
door. T-shirts are also available for sale. 

Wiess Social Matthew Schumann said 
the expected attendance for the party is 
around 1,500 people, which is more than 
half the number of undergraduates. Student 
volunteers, police officers, Rice Emergency 
Medical Services and Students Organized 
Against Rape escorts will be present at 
the party. 

"With so many people coming to the party, 
it is our responsibility as hosts to do everything 

possible to take precautions," Schumann said. 
Decorating for the event started over fall 

break. Trees and stone walls painted on die 
windows of Wiess commons will be part of the 
casde of Noddingham and Sherwood Forest. 
Partygoers will cross a drawbridge to enter the 
Wiess Acabowl and find a castie in the commons 
with food and drink. 

The biggest change is that a student will 
be DJing. Wiess sophomore Kevin Johnson is 
a professional DJ who has had several gigs in 
different clubs around Houston. 

Security has also been enhanced due to 
construction that is taking place outside 
the South Servery. Schumann, a sopho-
more, said the administration is primarily 
concerned with students interfering with 
the construction on campus. A designated 
walkway will be sectioned off, connecting 

the North Colleges to Wiess to prevent 
people from getting lost or wandering into 
the construction sites on their way to and 
from Wiess. 

"[The construction] poses a different safety 
and security situation than what we've had to face 
in the past," Schumann said. 

Rice Universi ty Police D e p a r t m e n t 
Lieutenant Dianna Marshall said there will 
be two more officers than usual at the party, 
making a total of twelve police officers present. 
One of these officers will be designated to 
patrol the construction site in order to prevent 
students from wandering in. Hie other officer 
will be a dispatcher responsible strictly for 
incidents at NOD, while the rest of the officers 
will be in charge of all the events occurring 
across campus. 

There will also be two student volunteers and 
see NOD, page 6 

staff or RUPD 
officers. 

T h e num-
ber of personal 
property thefts 
have increased 
since the be-
ginning of the 
school year. In 
a typical month, 
five to ten items 
are repor ted 
stolen, but in 
September 17, 
items worth a 
total of more — — — — 
than $ 11 .000were stolen. Most of the items stolen 
have been small pieces of personal property like 
wallets, backpacks, purses and laptops. 

However, the new crime awareness procedure 
has met with opposition from some students. 

Baker College sophomore Samuel Jacobson 
said he thought RUPD should let students learn 
on Uieir own. 

"Although I appreciate what RUPD's doing 

see THEFT, page 8 

4 We 're so used to a 
trusting community 
where we don 'f 
have to worry 
about things 
being stolen.' 

Kathy Deng 
Baker sophomore 

(JTSIDE 

Closet bookworm? 
The Friends of Fondren Library will be 

holding its biannual book sale today and 
tomorrow in the Grand Hall of the RMC. 
Stop by between 10 a.m.-6 p.m. today and 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. tomorrow and check out the 
wide selection of books, music scores, mu-
sic CDs, recorded books and VHS movies. 
Fifty-cent paperbacks and $2 hardcovers? 
(More expensive books will be individually 
priced.) It's an opportunity well worth your 
time and money. 

Club registration deadline 
The deadline for clubs to re-register is 

5:00 p.m. on October 31, 2007. Please visit 
www. ruf. rice. edu/~stact/registration.htm 
for more information. 

NODy but NOIce? 
So you don't want to be a part of the weekend 

extravaganza taking place al Wiess? Gymania 
will be at Autry, and the Night of Innocence will 
be at Sid, both 10 p.m.-2 a.m. Saturday. 

OPINION Page 3 
Don't rape anyone 

A&E Page 13 
Rice online military 

SPORTS Page 17 
Football loses Bayon Bucket 

Scoreboard 

Soccer 
East Carolina 1, Rice 0 
Marshall 1. Rice 3 
Volleyball 
Rice 3, UAB 0 

Weekend Weather 

"When I came in, I was a northeastern Ivy-
League lawyer. What could be worse?" 
— President David Leebron providing anecdotes as 
they relate to his lecture on leadership. 
See story, page 9. 

Friday 
Sunny, 50-76 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 54-77 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny, 51 74 degrees 
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the Rice Thresher 
RUPD: Stop stealing 

Since September, there has been an increase of thefts on campus, 
and we are glad to know that the Rice University Police Department is 
on the case. However, the current crime deterrence method of fake-
stealing students' bicycles and property in the library is one measure 
too extreme (see story, page 1). 

Of course, students should not be so naive as to leave their belong-
ings where they can be easily stolen. But RUPD's current plan only 
makes the situation worse. 

Students go to the library in moments of extreme stress, whether 
studying for tests or scrambling to write a paper. The last thing they need 
is for RUPD to play some sort of practical joke as a learning experience. 
Learning for classes can be demanding enough without having a note 
filled laptop swiped during a bathroom break. 

The problems do not end at the doors of Fondren. Busy schedules fill 
every day with cross-campus treks, and construction does not make it 
any easier. An unnecessary trip to the police station to recover a bicycle 
or backpack would not only make any day a bad one, but could raise 
more hatred against RUPD than a college pub night police bust. The 
last thing we want is for students to mistrust RUPD. 

We agree that students need to be made aware of risks on campus, 
but not in a manner that makes RUPD looks like the bad guys. So instead 
of the current plan, in which RUPD officers take students' property and 
leave notes stating where they can be found, we recommend that they 
simply leave notes. A note along the lines of 'Tour property could have 
been stolen! Be more careful" would certainly suffice. 

Of course, students could always embrace the mantra of "If you can't 
beat 'em, join 'em." Whenever you see a RUPD bicycle or golf cart that is 
not properly secured, move it and leave a note. After all, it is better that 
they come get it from students than have it stolen by someone else. Then 
again, stealing something that is not yours is always wrong, isn't it? 

jkaY A/^XT ohJ The 
,$ A)£W a . US APPROVALS. 

^ Tt/AA//? YOU. I 'M 
7t> PROfiC>S£ 

TH6 
p f j e c w w 

BUT... Rice M«£ADY HAS AN 
V OSjeCT/V/ST 

J KNO'JJ. We S£LlBV£ TUAT 
/)YAJ XAAJP'S I.I8ERT/Itf/AN 

IPEfit- (V/t-L /?£ 

HJH&M 7 ME 
rvtA/ztCEr MS 
COrfPeT/T/otJ-

tO/i-L 

"NATUKAU-Y, This 
ClOVeZKMeNT BLOAT Of 
£up[> i Rice ems must 
SB eufr!H*~rep- IMC 
fAZVfCT AfJ eFFtaeKT 

MAKKBT 
SOlMTtOfiJ MIL? 

I'm 6,LAP you fiSKBfr 
Pfi5SJA/a OUT COPIES o f 
t'THE K ) U N 7 # / I ¥ 
"we V/tzrueoP sblF/SM-
fi/eSS" / s th/a/6, 
$UT W/L-L- /)C7t//)LLV 
pur /A/7O 

p#A)cr/s&~- /f> 

"also, -rug He>ruo< 
Cove J5 AJ<?7J//A/6i Bur 
UAJPUS 6tO\/6W>VfV~r 

INTRUSION ///TO P/?H/A7£ 
JAFFA/eS-/WHY SMCuiAt/T 
%TU OUR SfTifiRTtST ANV 

ww/t 
Ci/W 

AMV DOAJ'T e\/e*J/ 

6,£T MB $~/Aer$ 
A&MT rue 
ei A Nicer rA> 

Want to read the rest of 
the punch line? send $10 to 

Cartoonist 
The Rice Thresher 
6100 Main Street 

Houston, TX 77005 
and help as spread Objectivist values at Rice 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

E-mail failure, solutions 
Last Tuesday around 2:30 p.m., about half of students and several 

faculty members lost their RiceMail e-mail accounts (see story, page 1). 
To adopt corporate-speak, e-mail is a mission-critical system. It is a main 
mode of communication, and when those lines collapsed, classes were 
postponed, schedules disrupted and students thrown into disarray. 

Functioning e-mail is necessary for a university campus. Students 
should be able to expect that their university will provide a functioning 
e-mail service. It cannot fail. But it did. 

While it does not make the situation better, it is reassuring to know 
that there was redundancy across the board — failures just happened 
to occur on all levels simultaneously. And we are glad to know that 
Information Technology quickly implemented its contingency plans, 
which it had drawn up for such disasters. 

While the responsibility should not fall on them, we encourage stu-
dents to create their own levels of redundancy. First, always keep old 
emails you would like to save in a folder on your hard drive. Second, use 
Gmail, Yahoo! Mail or another reliable email service as your primary 
email account and just forward everything from your Rice account. 
This way, even if RiceMail fails, you can still send and receive emails, 
and access old emails. 

After all, even the best-laid plans of mice and keyboards oft go wrong 
and leave us naught but grief and pain for promised emails. 

Homecoming oligarchy 
Rice students have a proud tradition of voting for preposterous 

homecoming kings and queens. When Rice was in the Southwest 
Conference, ether schools marched their best beauties to the 
50-yard-line for all to see, while we would give the crowds a refrigera-
tor. For years, the results of our Homecoming Elections represented 
a grassroots effort by students to mock the outdated practice and 
promote the Rice Zeitgeist. But now those grassroots have been 
replaced by Astroturf (see story, page 11). 

Homecoming Elections should be an open democracy—students 
should be allowed to choose any candidate they desire. But the deci-
sion to ban write-in votes stifled this student voice. Furthermore, the 
switch to basing elections out of college commons excludes students 
who live off campus or do not eat at their colleges. 

We find it quite disturbing that New Student Representatives, who 
have only been at Rice for two months, and an unelected Director 
of Elections, who spent last year abroad, have been put in charge 
of campus opinion. 

Homecoming Elections should be run like every other election in 
the Student Association: candidates placed on a ballot after enough 
signatures are submitted, followed by online elections via preferen-
tial voting and a write-in option. This method would ensure that the 
homecoming king and queen elections truly reflect majority student 
opinion. But for the time being, the rest of us will have to wait while 
the SA clique decides homecoming court for the rest of us. 

Homecoming king? Hah. More like homecoming despot. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. 

SA Environmental 
resolution necessary 
To the editor: 

While I was glad to see the 
Thresher's devotion to environmental 
issues in last week's edition, I found 
your editorial piece somewhat puz-
zling ("Environmentalism does not 
end at carbon, " Oc t 5, 2007). Your 
staff seemed to imply that Rice was 
well on its way to fully addressing its 
energy issues and that our efforts 
were not necessarily "worthy of the 
university's time and money." 

Rice has certainly taken steps to 
tackle its carbon emissions, and the 
Student Association Environmental 
Committee is very happy with the 
university's commitment. Never-
theless, the issue of Rice's carbon 
emissions is far from settled and to 
suggest that further improvement is 
not necessary is blatantly ignorant. 
The purpose of our resolution is to 
show student support for the issue 
and open up more dialogue between 
students and the administration so 
we can begin to make tangible prog-
ress on the matter, seeing as Rice has 
a long way to go before it could be 
considered carbon neutral. 

Also, we have placed so much 
emphasis on carbon emissions not 
"because of its popularity," but be-
cause of its importance. Mercury, 
sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen oxide all 
constitute significant environmental 
dangers. And many of our initiatives, 
such as buying renewable energy, 
would address these problems as well. 
But the urgency required to seriously 
address global warming means that 
we must prioritize. If we treat global 
warming as just another environmen-
tal issue, there is no way we will ever 
be able to muster the resources in 
time to effectively combat it. 

Patrick McAnaney 
Brown sophomore 

Climate commitment 
earns commendation 
To the editor: 

We want to commend President 
Leebron for signing the President's 
Climate Commitment, which pledges 
Rice to create a university-wide plan 
to become carbon-neutral. Leebron 
has taken a courageous step in mak-
ing Rice one of the few prestigious 
research universities to sign onto this 
commitment and we truly thank him 
for being a leader in this regard. 

This pledge demonstrates that 
the Rice administration treats climate 
change as a dire issue and is willing 
to invest the necessary time and 
resources in minimizing our univer-

sity's role in contributing to climate 
change. By promising to reduce its 
carbon emissions to zero, Rice has 
shown its deepconcern for the serious 
potential social and environmental 
consequences of global warming. 

We look forward to the next two 
years as the administration develops 
the institutional plan to reduce our 
greenhouse gas pollution. We are 
certain that with improved efficiency 
measures, the purchase of clean, 
renewable energy and the collective 
efforts of Rice students, faculty and 
staff to conserve resources, we can 
make tremendous progress towards 
reaching this goal. 

Thanks again to President Lee-
bron and the Rice administration 
for taking the initiative to create 
a better world for ourselves and 
future generations. 

Karen Leu 
Wiess senior 

Member of Rice Environmental Club 

Late professor truly 
part of Rice family 
To the editor: 

1 attended Alan Grob's retirement 
party in 2002, which is why 1 was so 
surprised, two years later, to hear 
from my cousin that she was taking 
Shakespeare from him. 

I had been at the retirement party 
Heard the kind words about his long 
and distinguished career. Seen the 
goodbyes said. And yet, her report 
was vivid: Dr. Grob in front of a class 
of students, getting sad-eyed over the 
deaths of Romeo and Juliet, again, 
to a roomful of breathless under-
graduates. In another class, he was 
reportedly still sighing over John 
Keats' passion and Wordsworth's 
bucolic Ixike District. 

1 wrote him a note, and he wrote 
back: "I also shamefully confess 
that the rumors about my pseudo-
retirement and continued teaching 
are true," he said. "Like an addict, I 
cannot lay off the stuff." 

Dr. Grob's death is a terrible loss 
for Rice. He made you swoon for 
Matthew Arnold, yes, but more im-
portantly, he was a tremendously in-
teresting faculty member who made 
it his business to know and care about 
undergraduate students. He was fre-
quently at lunch at Hanszen; he was 
always happy to shoot the breeze or 
debate the future of Rice. Whichever 
you were in the mood for. 

It is impossible to properly me-
morialize Dr. Grob's devotion to 
undergraduate education without 
contrasting it with the current tack 
of the university administration, 
which seems hell-bent toward larger 
and larger freshman classes, more 
focus on graduate studies, and less 
interest in undergraduates. But I 

think Dr. Grob — who was famous 
(infamous?) for his passionate ora-
tion (rants?) at faculty meetings — 
would not mind. He cared so deeply 
about how Wee's academic policies 
and programs affected students 
that after he had a heart attack in 
2000, he said he had to quit going to 
faculty meetings for the sake of his 
blood pressure. I do not exaggerate. 
His namesake scholarship and fund 
for Shakespeare in performance are 
both fine ways to remember him, 
but the best way to honor Dr. Grob's 
legacy is for both students and faculty 
to get to know each other, in the hope 
that more professors develop the kind 
of warm relationships with students 
that he had. He always showed up for 
lunch, and we were glad for it. 

Elizabeth Jardina 
Will Rice '01 

Nestle Waters cares 
about environment 
To the editor: 

Nestle Waters shares Karen Leu's 
concern for the environment, and our 
company has taken many steps to 
reduce its footprint ("Bottled water 

See LETTERS, page 4 
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Guest column 

Ashby high-rise inconvenient but crucial 
Over the past few days, I have 
been quite amused by the posters 
that have sprung up on the way 
from my apartment to Rice: "Stop 
the Tower of Traffic." I 
am amazed at the level of 
student support for these 
protests, especially con-
sidering Rice's usually 
apathetic campus. I do not 
write, however, to join the 
throngs of student protest-
ers. In fact, I disagree with 
them. The Ashby high-rise 
is a step in the right direc-
tion for Houston, and I am 
entirely in support of it. 

Most people oppose 
the new high-rise because they 
think it will increase the volume of 
neighborhood traffic and ruin the 
aesthetic beauty of the area. Also, 
they fear the high-rise will bring 
lower property prices, the greatest 
nightmare of every homeowner. 
These are all valid reasons for op-
posing the construction, but despite 
the arguments, the long-term ben-
efits of projects such as this one far 
outweigh the costs. 

The current model of American liv-
ing is not sustainable in the long term, 
with the world facing an imminent re-
source crunch. In cities like Houston, 
large numbers of middle-class dwell-
ers live in large houses in suburbia. 
These houses consume large amounts 
of energy for both heating and cool-
ing, due to sheer volume. In addition, 
it necessitates long commutes to the 
city center, for both work and pleasure, 
guzzling fuel and time and clogging 
highways all around. 

Raj 
Bandvopadhyav 

Cities all around the world have 
adopted high-rises as an effective 
solution to urban sprawl. Firstly, 
they are extremely resource ef-

ficient. Today's "green 
high-r ise" t e c h n o l o g y 
can minimize waste by re-
cycling water, harvesting 
rain and reducing energy 
costs using economies of 
scale. The Ashby tower's 
LEED Silver rating will 
only further ensure en-
ergy efficiency. 

Secondly, the c loser 
people live near the city 
center , the lower the 
commuting costs . Also, 

public transport b e c o m e s a far 
more viable means of conveyance 
in this model. 

Thirdly, h i g h - r i s e s prov ide 
many amenities within their con-
fines, including shops, gyms and so 
on, further minimizing the need for 
people to drive those extra miles. 
In a world with a rapidly expand-
ing population, particularly in the 
middle class, high-rises are the 
way of the future. The quicker we 
Houstonians accept it, the better. 

Of course, my support for edi-
fices like this tower does not come 
without a word of caution. High-
rise construction cannot proceed 
uncontrolled. The increased traffic 
around these buildings has to be 
planned for. More importantly, we 
have to make sure there are enough 
"green spaces," such as public 
parks, to make up for the los s of 
our beloved individual backyards. 
These i ssues can be resolved by 

careful planning. But oppos ing 
high-rise construction altogether 
is not the solution. 

In the case of the Ashby high-
rise, the protestors will most likely 
succeed. This is an upper-class 
neighborhood, and the politicians 
will listen. As with other cities, the 
developers will probably move to 
poorer neighborhoods and build 
there. The gentrification process 
will relegate those poor people 
further to the fringes of the city 
and society. 

In world with a 
rapidly expanding 

population, high-rises 
are the way of the 

future. The quicker we 
Houstonians accept it, 

the better. 

High-rises are inevitable in the 
future of every big city on this plan-
et, and they should be welcomed 
as an environmentally friendly and 
sustainable alternative to urban 
sprawl. Beautiful backyards and 
sunlit neighborhoods c lose to a 
city center are hard things to give 
up, but in the big picture, I believe 
that it is a small price to pay. 

Raj Bandyopadhyay is a computer 
science graduate student. 

Grits and gesundheit 

Competitive healthcare necessary for quality 
brunt—while the rich travel abroad 
for medical treatment at the first sign 
of a sore throat. 

If poor-quality healthcare, high 
costs and the like do not turn you 
off, perhaps this will: With the gov-
ei.iinent footing the bill for your 
doctors visits and medical needs, 
this leviathan now has an increased 
interest in your lifestyle. Universal 
healthcare is thus the death knell 
of individual privacy. 

The potential nationalization 
of America's medical industry is 
a complicated and messy subject 
and, I concede, far too complex to 
scrutinize fully within the confines 
of an opinion column. Nonetheless, 
it is a relevant issue worth keeping 
in mind. I offer this merely as a 
light-hearted topic for contemplation 
while waiting in line, this morning, 
for that essential cup of coffee. 

Y o u k n o w the morning scene at 
the Wee Memorial Center: a line, 
15-plus deep, stretched past 13th 
Street, with the forward momentum 
of Ron Jeremy going to 
church. Coffee, the veri-
table lifeblood of college 
students everywhere, is 
a morning necessity for 
the majority of the Rice 
campus. The university 
response to these day-
break-coffee-cries is the 
Rice Cof f eehouse . The 
cubbyhole that comprises 
this campus enterprise is 
the sole location, within 
about a half-mile radius, 
from which study-weary students 
can buy a decent cup of coffee. 

With no other options, the bleary-
eyed students inch, ever so slowly, 
forward in line. Caffeine-deprived 
and anxious, it is incumbent upon the 
continually time-constrained under-
grad to wait while one or two visibly 
exhausted and overworked coffee 
clerks fill orders that can take up to 
a minute to dictate. Compounding 
the matter, the individual who wants 
no more than a single, easy cup of 
coffee must wait, while the "mocha, 
chai tea, half soy, half skim, with half a 
tablespoon of sugar and three shakes 
of cinnamon" makes his order. With 
no competition, there is little incen-
tive for efficiency or improvements 
to this system. 

'Hie same phenomenon is present 
at 13th Street. While the line does 
not usually stretch out of the door, 
somehow it is possible for there to be 
a packed store, three cash registers, 
and yet, a client turnover rate of about 
one every five minutes. 13th Street 
has no directive for performance 
because, as the only snack option, 
there is no need. In this dichotomy, 
the customer is an afterthought, 
because, the customer has no choice. 
At 13th Street, the rule "the customer 
is always right" does not apply. Hie 
preferred motto at this bastion of 
incompetence isinstead: '"Hie clerks 
will overcharge you at their leisure, 
and if you play your cards right they 
just might eke out a smile." 

Caroline 
May 

Now that I have put any ability 
for me to get a snack at the RMC 
anytime soon in jeopardy, I will 
get to the point. My purpose in 

detailing the inefficien-
cies, incompetence and 
inconveniences inherent 
to monopolies, such as 
those present at the RMC, 
is to provide an example 
of an environment with-
out competition and, by 
extension, the results of 
such a model. The nation-
alization of healthcare in 
America will lead to this 
very lack of consumer 
choice and, in so doing, 

the degradation of the country's 
overall medical system. 

Americans need only look at such 
high-minded countries as Canada 
and the European nations to see the 
follies ofthis type of vast government 
expansion. Since surrendering their 
medical industries to the state, these 
nations have been wholly unable to 
fulfill their lofty, yet well-intentioned, 
goals. Huge waiting lists and long 
wait times for consultations with and 
treatments by medical profession-
als, outdated medical equipment, 
increased costs, poor care and an 
overall atmosphere of dissatisfaction 
are just a few of the problems ravag-
ing these monopolistic systems. 

To what, however, can we attri-
bute these failures? To answer that 
question we must first remember 
that there is nothing in this world 
that is free — all things have a cost, 
be it money, time, health and so forth. 
And no matter how vital healthcare 
may seem, no man has the right to 
force others to pay for his necessi-
ties. Universal healthcare requires 
just that, by way of the taxpayer. 
Secondly, no longer spending their 
own money, patients do not have any 
incentive to seek out the best cost. 
In that same vein, doctors and drug 
companies, no longer accountable to 
consumer demand, lack compelling 
motivation to perform at their high-
est level. Without competition, the 
overall quality of care decreases and 
the average citizen is left bearing the 

Caroline May is a Will Rice College 
junior. 

Guest column 

Security should come before 
democracy in Pakistan 
F o l l o w i n g t h e Oct. 18 suicide 
bombings in Karachi, Pakistan, 
a New York Times editorial en-
dorsed U.S. support for former 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, the target of the 
attacks, in her attempt 
to reestablish democ-
racy in the country. 
While the return of 
democracy to Pakistan 
is important, the United 
States should first aid 
the establishment of 
security in this polar-
ized nation. Violence 
is suffocating political, 
economic and social 
progress as militant forces attempt 
to radicalize a moderate Islamic 
nation. Immediate restoration of 
democracy could lead to the elec-
tion of these radicals in the January 
parliamentary elections. 

As the U.S. should have learned 
from Hezbollah in Lebanon, le-
gitimately elected reactionaries can 
worsen global safety and stability. 
Instead of blindly pushing for de-
mocracy, the United States should 
maneuver the country's compli-
cated political environment and 
provide Bhutto and other moderate 
allies the resources necessary to 
secure their country from terror-
ists and insurgents. 

Bhutto is no saint, and a record 
of corruption will challenge her 
legitimacy as she attempts to return 
to Pakistani government. Never-
theless, her widespread popularity, 
especially among the poor, makes 
her a critical factor for security and 
stability in Pakistan. Bhutto and 
General Pervez Musharraf wield 
the influence to preserve moderate 
democracy, but the United States 
must oversee their progress close-
ly. A political deal between the two 
leaders could quickly collapse, and 
enemies of Musharraf and Bhutto 
will pounce on any opportunity to 
destabilize Pakistan. 

President George W. Bush and 
Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice should move Pakistan higher 
on their list of national security pri-
orities. With the threat of a nuclear 
Iran, a resurgent Taliban in Afghan-
istan and continued challenges 
in Iraq, U.S. foreign policy may 
devote insufficient time to aiding 
Pakistani stability. This would be 
a mistake, and the repercussions 
could haunt our country for many 
more years. 'Hie War on Terror is 
futile if Pakistan is not safe. 

Hie ills of Pakistan are three-
fold. First, as exemplified by the 
recentconllict between Musharraf 
and the Pakistani Supreme Court 
and by the arrest order for former 

Apoorva 
Shah 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif dur-
ing his return from exile, political 
disarray stifles progress in the 
country. The world must wait 

apprehensively until 
January's parliamen-
tary elections to see if 
Bhutto and Musharraf 
can establish order. 

Secondly, Pakistani 
d e v e l o p m e n t n e e d s 
have been placed on the 
backburner. Education 
expenditure rates are 
among the world's low-
est. And this year, the 
country's world rank in 
ease of doing business 

dropped three places, from 73 to 
76, according to the World Bank. 
Poor public education leads to the 
creation of radical madrassas, and 
continued lack of economic op-
portunity will only propagate the 
radicalization of Pakistan's poor. 

Thirdly, both politics and de-
velopment are overshadowed by 
the ominous lack of security in 
the country. Al-Qaeda and Taliban 
insurgencies simmer near Paki-
stan's border with Afghanistan, 
and cities such as Karachi have 
b e c o m e death-traps. Without 
security, economic development 
remains at a standstill. Few busi-
ness owners will leave their shops 
open in violent environments, and 
continued unemployment breeds 
discontent. Furthermore, political 
progress could be quickly neutral-
ized with the assassination of a 
single high-level leader. 

If Pakistan is overtaken by radi-
cal Islamists, the threat of terror , 
to the United States, Europe and 
India will escalate. The military, 
diplomatic, and financial means of 
establishing security in Pakistan 
should be determined in a joint 
collaboration between the United 
States, India, Pakistan and other 
interested parties such as the Euro-
pean Union. America cannot let one 
foreign policy disaster weaken its 
acuity in addressing other serious 
national security concerns, but it 
must also understand that overt en-
gagement in Pakistan will inflame 
isolationists in the U.S. as well as 
radicals in the Middle East. 

The New York Times editorial 
staff is correct in endorsing U.S. 
support of Pakistani moderates, 
but America cannot aid democracy 
in Pakistan without first assuring 
its security. The means for doing 
so merit significant deliberation 
from high-level officials in the 
U.S. government. 

Apoorva Shah is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 
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Night of Decadence: Friends don't let friends become rapists 
A s W i e s s College's Night Of 
Decadence approaches every year, 
Students Organized Against Rape 
and other dedicated organizations 
pull increasingly frequent 
all-nighters to prepare for 
the onslaught of sexual ex-
pression that defines many 
Rice students' only night of 
decadence. Unfortunately, 
the combination of heavy 
boozing and sexual inex-
perience that climaxes with 
NOD entails in what many 
would downplay as simply 
"sketchy behavior," but 
what I and the law would 
call sexual assault. 

At this point, I could tell female 
readers that they should pay close 
attention to their drinks (who pours 
them and how many are downed), 
their company (avoid being cornered 
by or alone with suspicious males), 
what they choose to wear (the more 
you reveal the more you are at risk!), 
and have a buddy at all times. Or I 
could take a radically new approach: 
Hey guys and girls, this NOD week-
end, make sure you and your friends 
do not rape anyone. 

Aghast, you may recoil at my use 
of the word "rape" — that violent 
back-alley cr ime committed by 
strangers and sadistic criminals, an 

Whitney 
Alsup 

been ingrained in the back of your 
mind as a crime that neither you 
nor any of your friends could ever 
possibly commit. How wonderful 

the world would be if this 
specific rape paradigm ac-
counted for the 25 percent 
of women who have been 
victims of sexual assault 
during their lifetimes. 
How wonderful the world 
would be if we could 
believe that we as intel-
ligent individuals were 
above this most base and 
despicable crime. 

How sad does it make 
you, then, to hear that out 

of the 37 sexual assaults identified by 
last year's Sex at Rice survey, only 
two were perpetrated by strangers? 
Why can Rice not come to terms with 
the fact that sexual assault happens to 
a lot of us and, conversely, that many 
of the people among us are capable 
of committing sexual assault? 

The real problem is that most 
people do not actually know what 
constitutes a sexual assault. Wiki-
pedia, which we all know and love, 
def ines sexual assault as "any 
physical contact of a sexual nature 
without voluntary consent." 1 place 
my emphasis on the idea of volun-
teering one's consent to a sexual 

or not at all. If you find yourself spend-
ing any time trying to convince your 
partner to engage in a sexual act, they 
are not volunteering their consent, 
you are attempting to coerce it out of 
them. If your partner says no or even 
nothing and you choose to ignore 
this lack of consent, you are sexually 
assaulting them. If you find yourself 
pursuing a partner who is intoxicated, 
you are attempting to prey on an 
individual who cannot consent. 

Most people do not 
know what constitutes 

a sexual assault. 

image of horror that has undoubtedly encounter — it is either given freely 

Lefs do a replay for the home 
team: If an individual is intoxicated, 
they cannot legally consent to sex no 
matter how many times you ask. If you 
find yourself shadowing a girl back to 
her room at Lovett with the knowledge 
that she is intoxicated and the intent 
to have sex with her anyway, you are 
premeditating a rape. However, if you 
get drunk with the subconscious or 
overt intention of lessening your re-
sponsibility for acts you may commit 
that night, whether or aggressive or 
passive, you should re-evaluate why 
you need to drink to hook up. 

If this new definition of rape 
throws your world into hell in a hand 
basket, that is all right, because now 
you know better. And now that you 
know better, you can help be part of 
the solution instead of the problem. 
Only you can prevent forest fires. 

This idea that I have an active 
responsibility to stop rape in my every-
day life is actually one that I arrived at 
solidly in the last two weeks, because 
in the last two weeks I both failed to 
prevent the rape of my dear friend and 
possibly averted that similar fate for 
someone else at Rice. 

The first time I made the mistake 
of ignoring my gut instinct that my 
friend was not safe alone in a room 
with her male friend, I guess because 
I did not want to embarrass her by 
presuming that she was not in control 
of her actions. 

'Ibe second time I looked harder at 
a drunk boy and girl having a "tickle 
war" on the ground in a crowded room 
of people and saw that he was trying 
to grab her breast as she pushed him 
with increasingly nervous laughter 
and agitation. I asked out loud if any-
one thought we should do anything, 
to which one person responded 
that we should "let them make their 
own mistakes." 

I failed to prevent my friend's rape 
because I was afraid to prevent her 
from making her own mistakes—but 

this time I directly asked the girl if 
she was okay and they both relaxed. 
I do not think that boy meant to do 
any harm—but once the idea that he 
could potentially be doing harm was 
brought to his intoxicated attention, 
he took notice. 

Our blase attitude of letting 
people make their own mistakes 
when it comes to rape and sexual 
assault needs to end here. People 
do not benefit from making these 
mistakes for themselves because 
generally, they learn nothing except 
that their behavior was either excus-
able, acceptable, or even worthy of 
congratulations—man, you got some 
ass! If anything, allowing our friends 
to make these mistakes jades them 
to the reality of sexual assault and its 
incredibly damaging consequences. 

We as a group need to stop being 
worried about social embarrassment 
and speak out when we know some-
thing is wrong. It is a gut-wrenchingl v 
brave thing to do standing up to your 
friends — something that takes true 
courage. So be safe and say NOd to 
rape this weekend while you keep 
your best interests, your special 
friend's best interests and the best 
interests of everyone you know 
in mind. 

Whitney Alsup is a Martel College 
sophomore. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
LETTERS, from page 2 
on campus contradicts sustainability," 
Oct. 5). Our Ozarka Eco-Shape bottle 
has the least plastic content of any 
half-liter bottle currently on store 
shelves. Even though plastic water 
bottles make up less than one-third of 
one percent of municipal solid waste, 
we advocate for progressive recycling 
programs that would keep a greater 
number of all plastic containers — 
regardless of what they contain—out 
of landfills, with greater convenience 
for people. 

Leu's concern about bottled 
water quality, however, ignores sig-
nificant differences in the volumes 
of water being processed. Most 
Food and Drug Administration and 
Environmental Protection Agency 
quality tests are based on the same 
standards, and Nestle Waters meets 
or exceeds all FDA product safety 
regulations. In addition, we also test 
our water every hour. 

Missing from the article is the fact 
that bottled water isacalorie-free, eas-
ily accessible alternative to sodas and 
other sugared beverages. Consider-
ing beverage calories have added a 
whopping 82,000 calories per year to 
our diets within the last decade, we 
should encourage all Americans to 
make a healthier lifestyle choice and 
drink more water, whether it comes 
from a bottle or a tap. 

Jane iMzgin 
Director, Corporate Communications 

Nestle Waters North America 

Exam schedule not 
under Honor code 
To the editor: 

After readingyour story on changes 
to the academic calendar and exam 
scheduling, I thought 1 should clarify 
the statement that "in order for a 
reduction of exam days to be feasible, 
Siemann said that an Honor Code rule 
that prevents students from taking 
more than two exams every two days 
would need to be changed" ("New 
academic calendar could shorten final 
exam period," Oct. 12). 

While I can understand Dr. Sie-
mann's confusion since the Honor 
Council sets a number of policies 
on exam conduct, the rule he refers 
to is actually part of the General An-
nouncements, not the Honor Code. 
To the best of my knowledge, the 

Honor Council had nothing to do with 
the creation of this rule. Additionally, 
we would not be responsible for 
changing it, nor do we have any plans 
to suggest any changes to it. 

Ryan Stinnett 
Sid Rich senior 

Honor Council Chair 

Museum assets open 
to student research 
To the editor: 

I read with interest Rachel Carl-
son's on the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science article ("Marvels 
from Ethiopia and China on view 
at HMNS," Sept. 21). I found her 
opening statement rather interest-
ing: "Unless you belong to that rare 
breed of zealous museum types, it is 
unlikely that the Human Museum of 
Natural Science ever crosses your 
radar screen. Rice students live in 
a city that contains more weekend 
opportunities than can till even the 
most ambitious of admissions bro-
chures. So when we do peek over 
the hedges, it is not usually to look 
for a "wild frogs" exhibit or collection 
of ancient wine pitchers." 

llie museum offers more than 
exhibits on wild frogs and assorted 
ancient wine pitchers. It is my 
understanding that Rice university 
students participate as volunteers 
with chemistry demonstrations. As 
Curator of Anthropology, I would 
also like to point out that there are 
opportunities for faculty and students 
alike to study artifacts from our col-
lections. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the museum and see if we 
have an object from a culture you are 
considering writing a paper about. 
You might be pleasantly surprised. 
Students from other universities 
have done so already. 

Dirk Van Tuerenhout 
Curator of Anthropology 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

'80 Party response 
letters send message 
To the editor: 

This letter is in response to a letter 
by Bill Wilson ("'80s fallout shows 

need for conversation," Oct. 12). I 
hardly think that the message that 
Mansinghani and Abrahamson con-
vey in their letters can be compared 
to the message "conveyed to any 
blacks or Jews [in the 1950s south] 
who were getting 'uppity'" ("Parties 
must yield to all religions," Sept. 28, 
"Anger at party date pretentious, 
unfair," Oct. 5). Wilson goes further: 
He tacitly compares these so called 
"offensive letters" to "an advertise-
ment by Holocaust deniers." If there 
was any doubt before that Wilson 
is being insincere none can remain 
when we compare, rationally. Holo-
caust denial, the ensuing outrage 
and a perfectly justifiable point: 
No religion has any more right to 
be considered than any other and 
that considering all of them leads 
to "absurd extremes." 

The point of Mansinghani's clever 
satire was precisely that since the 
option of taking all religious beliefs 
under consideration in the planning 
of events (or servery menus) is 
absurd we should instead consider 
none. The message is not that Jews 
and Muslims should "keep quiet and 
stay in their place" but rather that 
Jews and Muslims have no more 
right to demand that the rest of us 
(a group which contains a sizeable 
number of non-believers) observe 
their religious practices than does 
anyone else. 

Arturo Munoz 
Hanszen sophomore 

Students need public 
administration classes 
To the editor: 

The late Congresswoman Barba-
ra Jordan once said, "It is a privilege 
to serve people, a privilege that must 
be earned, and once earned, there 
is an obligation to do something 
good with it." 

Students at Rice University, due to 
the immense potential and talent they 
possess, are obligated to serve the 
community in any possible means. 
The university provides the outlets 
to serve others with its various vol-
unteer organizations, but also trains 
individuals to be more aware of the 
world's needs. Yet, more can be done 
by establishing a public administra-
tion program for undergraduates 
and graduates. 

Unlike creating a law school from 
scratch, Rice University already 
possesses the resources to sustain 
a top-notch program that can groom 
leaders with the practical skills in 
improving non-profit organizations 
and government agencies. The need 
today has never been greater with 
the challenges we face from health 
care to education to the environment. 
Even if this proposal is discarded, 
all members of the Rice family must 
strive to make Rice's tagline "A De-
gree of Difference" a reality. 

Leonard Chan 
Ij>vrtt '07 

Myriad of resources 
offered at Rec Center 
To the editor: 

Hie Rice Recreation Center spon-
sors Intramural sports free for stu-
dent sand staff to satisfy any curiosity. 
()ur fitness programs, while not free, 
are certainly nominal in cost com-
pared to commercial fitness centers 
in Houston. When something is free 
and good for the health, what does it 
take to get people to use it? Perhaps 
easier access to these resources? ()r 
maybe a straight walking path that 
doesn't involve cranes, backhoesor 
eerie chain link fences? Maybe it's 
the poor air circulation, power out-
ages or a lack of running water that 
deter interest. Or maybe it's just a 
wake up call that your health is more 
than what you're left with at age 50; 
it's what you put into it now. 

I've been watching the trends of 
student participation in recreational 
sports and fitness programs this 
semester and it's pretty abysmal, 
at least compared to when I was a 
student at Rice. What exactly are 
students doing to get in their recom-
mended daily activity? 

The American College of Sports 
Medicine recommends 30 minutes of 
moderate to rigorous intensity activi-
ties at least 5 days a week, and a side 
bar that more is better. That adds up 
to a mere 150 minutes a week. We've 
got over 10,(XK) minutes in a week to 
play with. Sure, sleeping is also very 
important to health but a sedentary 
lifestyle has shown to be just as, if not 
more, detrimental than lack of sleep, 
especially in college-age populations. 

What's written in large letters 
on this soapbox is that working out 

and resistance exercise is incred-
ibly important to your mental and 
physical health. While it's become 
a way of life on campus, hopefully 
construction and its inconveniences 
will not continue to deter students 
from getting the recommended 
healthy dose of physical activity. As 
a means to getting those not yet in-
terested in braving the construction 
jungle, we're offering a free week 
of fitness classes at the Rice Rec 
Center. Come and check out what 
we have to offer Oct. 29 - Nov. 3. 
We're trying out two new formats, 
Nia and a Group X Sampler, and 
have the regular standbys — yoga, 
Pilates, sculpt and hilo. 

' fhe group fitness schedule and 
more is always online and up to date 
at www.rice.edu/fitness. 

AJ Moore 
Interim Director of Fitness Programs 

Rice Recreation Center 

Missing flamingos 
should be free for all 
To the editor: 

At the beginning of the school 
year there was a festive flock of fake 
flamingos relaxing in the Will Rice 
garden. This fraternizing foursome of 
feathers sadly lost one of its members 
after the first weekend of school lea\ 
ing the tearful threesome to tussle 
for tissues. Hiis distressing disap-
pearance however was just the begin-
ning as the next two weeks brought 
about the departure of a pair of pink 
prizes. The remainingFhoenicopterus 
retreated behind the jalapeno bush 
in hopes that the heat would hide its 
home but alas, last weekend the final 
flamingo was filched. 

I am not writing to get the flamin-
gos returned; instead I am proposing 
that whoever has a friendly flamingo 
cooped up in their room let it free. Put 
it outside in some random place where 
it can hopefully make people crack a 
smile as they crawl to class, and if the 
f lamingo decides to depart to another 
location let it go elsewhere and make 
others on a different route rosy. My 
hope is that one day all four flamingos 
will flock together at Rice once again 
if only just for a short while and make 
people really flocking happy. 

Eastman iMndry 
Will Rice junior 

http://www.rice.edu/fitness
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Leebron signs 
climate commitment 

Pres iden t David Leebron 
reaffirmed Rice's commitment 
to combating global warming and 
creating a greener campus by 
signing the American College and 
University Presidents Climate 
Commitment last week. 

As a signatory, Rice will strive 
for carbon neutrality through 
greener construction and re-
duced energy usage. This com-
mitment builds on a policy Rice 
adopted March 2004 to encourage 
sustainability and environmental 
friendliness on campus. 

Leebron said he signed the 
commitment for several reasons, 
including his recognition that 
global warming is a serious issue, 
the wish to set an example for 
other universities and to reflect 
the strong student interest in 
sustainability and environmental 
responsibility. 

"We've taken such signifi-
cant steps over the last several 
years that this seemed to be the 
logical outgrowth of things we've 
decided to do," Leebron said. 
"We've made a range of envi-
ronmentally friendly decisions 
already, so we've found that the 
additional potential burden of 
signing a commitment is not 
especially large." 

Leebron stressed that student 
involvement and enthusiasm 
would be vital to making Rice a 
greener campus. The Student As-
sociation was considering passing 
a resolution requesting Leebron 
to sign the commitment over the 
past months. 

"I think that student enthusi-
asm and support for this was very 
important," he said. "I imagine in 
the future we'll be turning to the 
students to ask for their help in 
implementing campus sustain-
ability." 

—Joyce Yao andJocelyn Wright 

Student victim of 
armed robbery 

A Rice student was a victim 
of an armed robbery 11:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 at the corner 
of Stockton and Southgate, a mile 
south of campus. 

The student was walking 
alone when a man drove up, got 
out of the car and demanded the 
student's backpack and cell phone 
at gunpoint. 

In an e-mail Police Chief Bill 
Taylor sent the following day, he 
said the suspect was described as 
The suspect was described as a 5 
ft. 7 inches tall African-American 

male with a stocky build and 
short hair. 

"This is a significant and dan-
gerous situation,"Taylor said. "By 
putting this [crime alert] out, we 
hope to prevent other community 
members from getting involved in 
[dangerous situations]." 

— Dale Swartz 

Examiner releases 
details of Redman's 
death, autopsy 

After addi t iona l t e s t i ng , 
the Har r i s County medica l 
examiner released information 
pertains to the death of Baker 
College junior Parker Redman. 
The medical examiner has clas-
sified Redman's death as an ac-
cidental combined toxic effect 
of morphine and alprazolam. 

Morphine, a s t rong pain-
killer and component of opium, 
is usually taken intravenously 
and can produce euphoria and 
relaxation in the user. Alpra-
zolam, commonly known as 
Xanax, is an anti-anxiety drug 
in pill form. 

The combination of the two 
drugs and their high concentra-
tion in Redman's system led to 
his death. 

Redman was found uncon-
scious in his room at 7 a.m. 
Mar. 31 and declared dead of 
unknown causes at Memorial 
Hermann Hospital at 8:35 a.m 
that morning. All residential 
colleges postponed their Beer-
Bike activities. 

The Medical Examiner did 
not release additional details. 

— Sarah Rut ledge 

Beer keg shatters 
RMC glass door 

One of the glass doors at the 
Rice Memorial Center entrance 
was shattered last Tuesday when 
a Budweiser keg fell off a dolly. 
Facilities Coordinator Timothy 
Abraham said a new glass door 
has already been ordered but 
will take two weeks to arrive 
because it needs to be specially 
made. Budweiser will pay for 
the replacement glass door. 
A wood panel has been put in 
temporarily. 

"You can't go in and out, but it'll 
be totally secure," Abraham said. 

He said students did not seem 
too upset about the doors and 
that most just wanted to know 
what happened. 

— Lily Chun 

wmmmmmmmmmm 
P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period of Oct. 18 -25 . 

Residential Colleges 
Sid Richardson College Oct. 20 
Hanszen College Oct. 20 

Criminal mischief 
Theft 

Academic Buildings 
Abercrombie 
McNair Hall 
Jones School 
Shepherd School 

Parking Lots 
Greenbriar Lot 
South College Lot 
West Lot 

Other Areas 
College Way 
Entrance #18 
Main & Pressler 
Entrance #4 
Off campus 
Football stadium 
Autry Court 

Oct. 18 Theft 
Oct. 18 Theft 
Oct. 20 Theft 
Oct. 23 Theft 

Oct. 19 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 21 

Oct. 18 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 23 

Rice Blvd. & Greenbriar Oct. 25 

Driving while license suspended 
Failure to stop and give information 
Driving while intoxicated 

Criminal Trespass 
Driving while intoxicated 
Outstanding warrant 
Theft 
Credit/debit card abuse 
Theft 
Theft 
Driving while intoxicated 

E-MAIL 
From page 1 

Khan said the IT staff worked 
through the night to restore lost 
messages. In the meantime, IT 
provided temporary mailboxes for 
corrupted accounts by Wednesday 
morning, allowing affected users 
to send and receive e-mails while 
inboxes were being recovered. 

Students had mixed reactions to 
the outage. To some, it was a mere 
inconvenience. 

"It's not like someone did it on 
purpose, but I did lose a whole lot 
of e-mail," Wiess College freshman 
Adrian Frimpong said. 

Other s tudents experienced 
greater frustrations. Hanszen College 
senior Austin Vickers said he was 
unable to turn in a project for his on-

campus job because of the outage. 
"I don't know if it's ever been 

down for that period of time," Vick-
ers said. "They had spent all kinds of 
money getting it revamped so stuff 
like this shouldn't happen.... I can 
see why it would be a real problem 
for some people." 

Exams for some classes, such 
as SPAN 101: Introduction to the 
Spanish Language, had to be pushed 
back due to the confusion, and many 
students found themselves with ex-
cuses not to turn in assignments. 

The RiceMail system has been 
in place for about a year and a half 
without any major problems. It 
united and replaced the old e-mail 
systems after the university's grow-

ing storage requirements exceeded 
the systems' capacity. 

Khan emphasized the rarity of 
Tuesday's outage, given the failure 
of multiple redundant systems. 

"We have four redundancies," 
Khan said. "Usually, the problem 
only happens in the primary [sys-
tem], but it's really weird that it 
happened in both [primaries and 
secondaries] at the same time. I've 
never seen something like that." 

Investigations into the exact 
cause of the failure will continue. 
Khan said he believes the experi-
ence was valuable, even though the 
outage inconvenienced people. 

"It's a good exercise," Khan 
said. "We didn't want this exercise, 
but I think we came out pretty 
well... I think we will probably look 
a little closer at somehow trying to 
see how we can recover [lost data] 
much faster." 

* * * * * * * * 

EVAN MINTZ/THRESHER 

A slight miscalculation 
The battered remains of one of the RMC's glass doors are swept away after it fell victim to a stray keg of Budweiser. 

.Q O" 

(//ho bn-eoj 
pondering a malted 
milk ball could lead 
to a cancer cure? 

v 

Dr. Naomi Halas and her graduate 
students at Rice have discovered that 
nanoshells, similar in construction to 
malted milk balls, might be a better 
way to fight tumors. Nanoshells 
consist of a thin, gold shell with a 
sand-like core (sadly, no chocolate). 
They work by absorbing light and 
efficiently converting it to heat. Once 
inside a tumor, nanoshells help kill 
the cancer cells by raising their 
temperature. The finding may lead to 
a cancer cure and proves inspiration 
can come from anywhere — dven 
little, round, chocolaty treats 

know more at rice.edu 

W RICE 
Unconventional Wisdom 
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Wiess seniors Frank Havlack (left) and Tim Burke (right) take on an engineering feat: the building of a castle to serve 
as a prop through which bartenders will serve NOD-goers throughout the night. 

NOD 
From page 1 

two police officers at each entrance to 
the Wiess Acabowl. 

"We are there to act as backup to 
the student volunteers, unless we see 
something that requires immediate 
action," Marshall said. 

Marshall also mentioned that 
private parties are a bigger problem 
this year than last year, and that 
another concern of RUPD is what 
occurs on the perimeter of the party. 

"We don ' t want p e o p l e 
congregating on balconies outside 
private parties, because as soon 
as that happens it makes the party 

public, "Marshall said. "Those that are 
in charge of these private parties will 
have to control this on their own." 

Officers will issue a warning the 
first time this occurs, but Marshall 
said if they have to visit a private 
party a second time in order to 
contain it, they may have to shut 
it down. Officers will be patrolling 
on bikes around the perimeter to 
ensure people do not arrive at the 
party intoxicated. 

W iess Social N atalie Alderson also 
voiced her concerns about students 
arriving to the party safely. 

"Our main concern is witli students' 
walk from their pre-party to Wiess," 
Alderson, a junior, said. "We want 
people to arrive at NOD responsibly 
and have fun at the actual party." 

The Wiess Socials have been 

working with all nine chief justices, 
who are responsible for monitoring 
private ga the r ings , to reach 
this goal. 

Brown College sophomore Chris 
Chen said he did not think NOD was 
any different from any other public 
party but still planned on attending 
because he had fun last year. 

"I do think that the people that are 
planning the party are doing a really 
good job of security, such as with 
the student volunteers, EMS and the 
police officers," Chen said. 

Will Rice College freshman 
Abhishek Nag said he plans on being 
part of the NOD Security team. 

" I wanted to experience N O D, bu 11 
wasn't sure that I wanted to strip down 
for it," Nag said. "Being part of NOD 
Security solves this problem." 

Call and you could save. 
Class dismissed. 

• Convenient local office 

• Money-saving discounts 

• Low down payments 

• Monthly payment plans 

• 24-hour service and claims 

• Coverage available by phone 
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Wiess recognized for 
environmental sensitivity 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAF F 

Wiess College received a plaque 
in a ceremony Wednesday for its 
commitment to the environmental 
projects of the Lynn R. Lowery Arbo-
retum and the Facilities Engineering 
and Planning Department. 

Wiess is the first residential 
college to receive such an honor. 
The presentation followed the 
annual planting of wildflowers 
along the path leading to Autry 
Gymnasium. 

"Let it be proclaimed that the 
students of Wiess C ollege have set an 
example of environmental sensitivity 
and sustainability and are honored 
with the presentation of this procla-
mation," read a letter of recognition 
from the Lynn R. Lowery Arboretum 
and FE&P. 

The letter also thanked Wiess 
for assisting in the wildPower plant-
ing, for housing the Wiess College 
Grove and for accommodating 
the relocation of the community 
garden. 

"This has never been done be-
fore," Associate Vice President of 
FE&P Barbara Bryson said. "We 
all thought it would be appropri-

ate to recognize this very special 
contribution." 

Wiess houses the community 
garden, which grows fruits, veg-
etables and herbs used by the 
servery and the Wiess College 
Grove, which was completed in 
Spring 2006. The Grove showcases 
approximately 40 different species 
of trees. Since 2005, the college 
has planted wildflowers along the 
path to Autry in what has become 
a tradition for Wiess students. 

"We're really excited to have 
the opportunity to embrace these 
projects," Wiess College President 
Jon Harris Maurer said when he 
accepted the plaque on behalf of 
the college. "As a college we've ap-
preciated the opportunities FE&P 
has given us to get involved." 

Wiess Master Mike Gustin said 
he hopes the garden's new location 
will encourage other students to 
get involved. 

"I, for one, am excited about 
the garden beside Wiess," Gustin 
said. "People who would have been 
involved in the garden in the past 
had to be exceptionally dedicated 
to find it. This new location reduces 
the barrier to get other people 
involved." 
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TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

FE&P Vice President Barbara Bryson presents a plaque honoring Wiess for 
its commitment to environmental projects including the community garden to 
Wiess College President Jon Harris Maurer. 

W e . . . r e a l l y . . . . w i l l 

GIVE YOU 
MONEY!! 

Awards vary up to several thousand dollars! 

Applicat ions are sought for the 
D r . Bi l l W i l s o n S t u d e n t 
I n i t i a t i v e G r a n t . T h e f u n d 
s u p p o r t s i n n o v a t i v e s t u d e n t 
p r o j e c t s tha t wil l i m p r o v e 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e l i f e at R i c e . 
Emphasis is given to improving 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r s t u d e n t - r u n 
a c t i v i t i e s , b u t a n y t h i n g 
wor thwhi le except salaries and 
t r ave l wil l be c o n s i d e r e d . 
Submit 6 copies of a short (2-3 
page) p roposa l , with de ta i l ed 
budget and project descr ip t ion 
to: 

Dr. Bill W i l s o n Grant 
c / o M i k e Gust in 

Master, W i e s s C o l l e g e 
M S 7 3 8 

P r o p o s a l s d u e N o v e m b e r 2, 
2007 by 4:00 PM. 
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Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston, Texas 77030 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 
Houston, Texas 77030 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 
1515 Holcombe Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 77030 

<as* 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
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Rice receives $1 million 
for digital archiving project 

by Diana Lee 
THRESHER STAFF 

Rice recently received a National 
Leadership Grant for Building Digi-
tal Collections from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. The 
IMLS is a government institution 
supporting libraries and museums 
th rough grants , research , and 
publications. 

IMLS and Rice have contributed 
a total of $2 million for the devel-
opment of digital resources that 
will help students search, browse, 
analyze and share electronic texts 
through the Our Americas Archive 
Partnership. 

The archive consists of elec-
tronic texts about the social, 
economic and cultural histories of 
the Americas. Rice will make these 
documents open to the public for 
free. Additionally, the university 
will hire more researchers, trans-
lators and scanners for the OAAP, 
Director of Humanities Research 
Center Caroline Levander said. 

"Creating a digital database 
would be crucial to the develop-
ment of [hemispheric studies] 
because many of the researchers 
tend to be from the international 
community," Levander said. 

Levander said it was important 
to acquire this because the docu-
ments are rare and that the collec-
tion will be open to everyone in the 
near future. 

"This project will allow students, 
including undergraduates, to gain a 
new view of studies on the Americas 
from what has traditionally been 
taught," Executive Director of the 
Digital Library Initiative Geneva 
Henry said. 

About 15 percent of the archive 
currently has both English and 
Spanish translations, and the vast 
majority of the remaining docu-
ments are either all in Spanish or 
all in English. In the future, Rice 
hopes to add French, Portuguese 
and other translations. Translation 
will be a continuing process but 
starts with funding from the three-
year National Leadership Grant, 
Levander said. 

The Early Americas Digital Ar-
chive at the Maryland Institute is 
a complementary archive to Rice's 
OAAP. The Maryland Institute's 
EADA concentrates on the time 
period between the 1500s and late 
1700s while Rice's project picks up 
from the late 1700s and extends 
to the era of the Panama Canal, 
Levander said. 

Henry said it is important take 
advantage of resources to get the 
full sweep of information with a 
wider historical reach. 

"Building infrastructures such 
as for OAAP allows researchers 
to span these individual digital 
collections in a seamless way," 
Henry said. 

In t h e c o m p l e t e d p r o j e c t , 
researchers will be able to use 
geospatial interfaces similar to 
Google Maps. Henry said they 
will be able to point to a specific 
region of the Americas on a map 
and be able to pull out all related 
digital resources. 

Documents are assigned official 
library descriptions, but research-
ers will be able to go in to tag ad-
ditional relevant key terms that will 
facilitate the search process. 

Lily Chun contributed to this article. 
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Newest proposed academic calends 
features longer break, rescheduled finals 

by Rachel Carlson 
FOR TOE THRESHER 

The newest proposals for the 
academic calendar will primarily 
affect the spring semester with a 
later start date to lengthen the winter 
break and a common exam period 
for all students. 

Several factors may impact future 
revisions. Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology professor Evan Siemann said 
key Rice policies may be debated, 
such as commencement occurring 
on a Saturday, the spring mid-term 
recess, and the two exam per two 
day rule. 

Sieinann, Registrar David Tenney 
and Associate Dean of Architecture 
John Casbarian worked with Student 
Association President Laura Kelley 
and the SAto revise the calendar. Sie-
mann said the team hopes to finalize 
the 2009-'10 calendar for the Faculty 
Senate meeting Nov. 14. 

The need for modifications stems 
from by protests regarding the earli-
nessof spring semester'sj anuar y start 
date. Siemann said the changes also 
respond to complaints that different 
finals weeks for seniors and non-
seniors cause discrepancies in 
grading criteria. 

These changes are proposed 
for spring '09, Siemann said. 'Hie 
semester would start Jan. 12 instead 
of the Jan. 5 and the term would 
consist of 67 instructional days as 
opposed to the current 70. Siemann 
said reducing instructional days 
would allow classes to start later 
in the spring while preserving the 
mid-term recess. 

'Hie proposed academic calendar 
for spring '10 would include a Jan. 11 
start date, with days off for Martin 
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S 18.99 
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CALENDAR CHANGES 

Among several plans, the following changes to the academic cal-
endar were proposed at the Faculty Senate meeting on Oct. 24: 

• The number of instructional days per semester would 
go down from 70 to 67. 

• The spring semester, which currently starts the first 
week of January, would start a week later. 

• All students would share a common finals period and 
a common study period for the spring semester. 

The proposed changes would not take effect until the 2009-'10 
academic year at the earliest. The Faculty Senate plans to vote on 
a new academic calendar at its next meeting Nov. 14. 

Luther King Jr. Day, spring break 
and mid-term recess, Siemann said. 
There would be a common study 
period for all students and a common 
finals period. 

Siemann said that spring '09 is too 
soon to implement a common finals 
week for seniors and non-seniors, 
but that 2009-'10 is far enough in the 
future to permit such revision. 

Typically, seniors take finals 
beginning the day after the end of 
classes, while non-seniors are grant-
ed a five day study period. Siemann 
complained that professors must 
assign senior grades before non-
seniors have taken exams, leading to 
discrepancies in inter-year grading 
criteria. Siemann said senior grades 
are sometimes used to set the entire 
class's curve. 

One problem with implement-
ing a common finals week is that 
it would have to occur later in the 
spring to leave room for a five day 
study period, reducing the time be-
tween finals and commencement. 
This would violate Section Five of 
the Faculty Senate Constitution, 
which requires all seniors to be 
approved by faculty prior to the 
ceremony. The shortened period 
between finals and commence-
ment would limit the time for this 
screening process. 

Siemann, Casbaraian.andTenney 
envision two scenarios to address 
this difficulty. In the first, com-
mencement would take place as 
scheduled with non-certified gradu-
ates participating in the ceremony, 
Siemann said. 

Or, in an alternative schedule, 
commencement would be delayed 
until the third Saturday in May, one 
week after its traditional day. Resi-
dential colleges would remain open 
for all students for an additional week 
after the end of finals. 

Jones College senior David 
Brown said he would want to be certi-
fied before commencement. 

"If I'm going to walk across the 

THEFT 
From page 1 

Jacobson said. "I don't need 
RUPD to play mommy for me." 

On the other hand, Baker sopho-
more Kathy Deng said she appreci-
ated RUPD's efforts. 

"Since we're so used to a trusting 
community where we don't have to 
worry about things being stolen, 
it's kind of a shock so it's good that 
we're trying to bring awareness to 
this," Deng said. 

However, some students have to 
face the problem of real burglaries. 
Jones College junior Esha Mankodi 
had her wallet stolen from her 
backpack last week while studying 
in Fondren Library. Mankodi said 
she thought she had misplaced it 
but soon found out that someone 
had spent $300 on purchases from 
Target and CVS Pharmancy. 

"You feel like you don't have to 
take care of everything as much 
because it will magically take care of 

stage, I want to make sure that it 
means something," Brown said. "I 
would hate to have my parents and 
grandparents watch me graduate, 
and then find out that I'm ineli-
gible." 

In order to occupy students who 
are staying for a later commence-
ment, Siemann proposed an "out-
reach week" coordinated through 
the Center for Civic Engagement. 
This program would involve students 
in community service activities in the 
Houston area. 

The option of staggering dead-
lines for final grades is also being 
explored. Currently, final grades 
are due from professors on a uni-
versal date. Siemann said if grades 
were due at a set time after a final 
instead of on a common date, more 
seniors could be approved before 
commencement. 

Siemann said he referred to 
other prominent institutions when 
making the calendar. He said that 
Rice's cu r ren t spring calendar 
includes an abnormal number of 
instructional days when compared 
to other prominent institutions. 
The academic calendars for Princ-
eton, Harvard, Yale and MIT have, 
respectively, 60, 64, 65 and 63 
instructional days in the spring. 
Siemann said Rice historically had 
between 67 and 68 instructional 
days in its spring calendar. It began 
a 70-day schedule in 2004. 

"Reducing instructional days 
would put us more in sync with the 
schedules of other institutions," 
Siemann said. 

Siemann said Rice's short winter 
break is a common grievance. 

"One thing that we hear from 
everybody across the board is that 
winter break is too short," he said. 

Martel sophomore Rose Cahalan 
agreed. 

"My friends at Ivy league schools 
have a month off," Cahalan said. "We 
need to extend winter break. Right 
now, it's ridiculous." 

itself which I'm now finding is false," 
Mankodi said. "I'd heard about the 
thefts at college meetings, but it 
didn't really hit home." 

Taylor said s tudents should 
keep personal items secure at all 
times, not let anyone into campus 
buildings, not walk alone at night, 
be aware of their surroundings and 
use common sense. Taylor said 
his concern is that students are 
too complacent within the hedges 
and feel that their property is safe 
as well. 

Deng said she tries to be careful 
with her personal belongings. 

"If I know I'm not going to be at 
the library for more than a couple 
minutes, I probably find someone to 
look over my stuff for me or take it 
with me," Deng said. 

Sarah Kutledge and Lily Chun contrib-
uted to this article. 
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Leadership through the lens of Leebron 
Speech series continues with Rice President discussing his experiences 

by Lily Chun 
THRKSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

P r e s i d e n t David Leebron of-
fered s o m e insight into his job 
in a lec ture about leadership last 
Wednesday, ranging f rom inspira-
tional to bluntly hones t . 

"People say I'm t ry ing to make 
Rice into Harvard ," Leebron said. 
"I 'm just not that stupid." 

T h e lec ture , titled "What Mat-
t e r s to You and Why?" focused on 
charac ter i s t ics and values impor-
tant to a leader, which Leebron did 
by discuss ing his role as president. 
T h e lecture was a part of the "What 
Mat ters to Our Leaders and Why?" 
ser ies p resen ted by the J a m e s A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy, 
L e a d e r s h i p Rice, the G r a d u a t e 
S tudent Associat ion, the Off ice 
of I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d e n t s and 
Scholars and the Rice International 
Student Association. 

Leebron focused on the impor-
tance of people realizing that the 
world is domina ted by change , 
and react ing properly, putting it 
in the context of the Vision for the 
Second Century . 

'People say I'm trying 

to make Rice into 

Harvard. I'm just not 

that stupid.' 
David Leebron 

President 

"People ask, 'Why can't we keep 
Rice the way it is?"' he said. "The 
answer is that every th ing around 
us is changing . Will we still be one 
of the top universi t ies if we don't 
change? Th ings that were success-
ful 10 years ago are not necessari ly 
successfu l today." 

Leebron also pointed to integ-
rity as ano the r quality essential 
to fulfilling his role as university 
pres ident . 

"It 's about hones ty in t e rms of 
deal ing with people and an institu-
tion," Leebron said. "What 's the 
one thing I'm unwilling to lose?The 
one thing 1 hope to c a r r y with me 
wherever I go? Integrity." 

Balance and perspect ive were 
o t h e r q u a l i t i e s L e e b r o n sa id 
w e r e i m p o r t a n t in h is ro le as 
pres ident . 

"I don ' t get to spend as much 
time with mv family," Leebron said. 

"But it mus t be put in perspective 
with the job." 

Leebron also discussed quali-
ties he valued in people that made 
them good leaders. He said some 
of these qualities included intelli-
gence, diligence, humility, an inter-
est in the world and compassion. 

"People define compassion as 
ending some place," Leebron said. 
"For me, compassion doesn' t end 
some place." 

Rice President David Leebron 

Leebron pointed to the political 
realm as an area in need of grea te r 
compassion, specifically illegal im-
migration issues. 

"Yes, i l legal i m m i g r a t i o n is 
wrong," Leebron said. "But these 
are families we ' re talking about. I 
listen to the radio, and it doesn ' t 
sound like they ' re talking about 
people. It just drives me crazy." 

Leebron moved on to talk about 
the th ree basic ways in which lead-
e rs could conduct organizations 
such as Rice: through a hierarchy, 
through fear and th rough commu-
nication and teamwork. 

"The hardes t part of this job is 
keeping the flow of communica-
tion," Leebron said. "Most people 
complain, 'no one told me.'" 

Leebron took questions after his 
speech. One quest ion was about 
the pros and cons of Rice be ing a 
small university. Leebron said pros 
included the opportuni ty to build 
a sense of community. 

L e e b r o n said tha t the c o n s 
included prob lems with visibility 
and having a smaller alumni net-
work compared to those of o ther 
research universities. He said the 
pr imary reason Rice loses faculty 
m e m b e r s is because they go to 
insti tutions where the re are more 
col leagues that do what they do. 
However, he did not encourage any 
sort of massive growth, stating that 
Rice's ideal size would be between 
tiny and small. 

"Right now, we ' re the second 

smallest r e sea rch university," Lee-
bron said. "After we grow, we will 
still be the second smallest." 

But he also explained that Rice 
was not originally intended to be 
a tiny university, with the size of 
the university not ment ioned in 
the founding documen t s of Edgar 
Odell Lovett. He cont inued to ex-
plain that growth was not unusual , 
especially given the 50 percen t 
s tudent population growth in the 
1960s. 

Leebron said Rice had to grow 
just l a rge e n o u g h to ove rcome 
issues such as r ec ru i tmen t and 
national at tention. 

In r e sponse to a quest ion about 
how he b e c a m e motivated to come 
to Rice, Leebron said the idea of 
being at a r e sea rch university was 
exciting to him. 

But Leebron also a d d r e s s e d 
the problem of coming to Rice as 
an outsider. 

"When 1 came in, I was a north-
eas te rn Ivy-League lawyer," he 
said. "What could be worse?" 

Leebron said he had to realize 
he was new and had to learn about 
the institution, talk to people and 
involve everyone associated with 
the university in the decision mak-
ing process . 

Students came out of the speech 
with a c learer view of how their 
university pres ident operated. 

"He has a very clear vision for 
Rice and also s e e m s to be very 
good at expla in ing what it is," 
Jones College sophomore Chris 
Ertel said. "I've got a couple of 
ques t ions and reserva t ions about 
some direct ions he ' s taking Rice 
in, but I'm sure his s teer ing will 
be more than competent ." 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• President Laura Kelley said the commencement speaker commit-
tee, which is in charge of securing the commencement speaker, 
has been formed with four seniors. The committee will meet in 
the next few weeks to begin planning next May's speaker. 

• Homecoming Elections will take place in college commons. Due to 
limited online participation, students will vote at senators' tables 
at lunch. This year, there will be no write-in votes. Instead, New 
Student Representatives have made nominations and the ballots 
are pre-printed. 

• External Vice President Sarah Baker said the theme for the Presi-
dent's Study Break will be pirates. She said the SA is taking ideas 
for food and activities. 

• Internal Vice President Matt Youn said university committee 
representatives, comprised of four south college students and 
one north college student, will search for the new dean of natural 
sciences. He said they will work approximately one hour every two 
weeks during the second semester. Applications can be found 
online at the SA Web site and are due Tuesday, Nov. 6. 

• Will Rice College Senator Kyle Clark and Student Life Committee 
Chair Jennifer Zhan discussed their plans for a lounge in the 
library equipped with vending machines. They met with Fondren 
Library staff and were given a fourth floor spot, a budget for fur-
niture, vending machines and a coffee machine. Furniture will 
be installed next fall. Clark and Zhan said they want to form a 
student committee that will voice concerns to the library. Those 
interested can e-mail Zhan at jwzl@rice.edu. 

• Academics Committee Chairs Akshay Dayal and Jasdeep Mangat 
said the poll on academic life is posted on the SA Web site. The 
SA Web site poll of possible minors will be taken to Faculty Sen-
ate Speaker Deborah Harter to see if departments are willing to 
offer the minor. 

• Director of Communications Stephen Rooke said students were 
polled to determine why they attended athletic events. Seventy-
two percent came to events because their friends attended, 68 
percent came for free t-shirts and 54 percent came for the free 
food. 

• The SA passed a by-law amendment to have the EVP be the SA's 
representative on the Residential Colleges Management Advisory 
Committee. 

The next Student Association is Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

i FREAKY 

FUST! 

Cr 

A student-run coffeehouse 

A campus-wide recycling program 

A flight around the world 

WHAT'S YOUR VISION? 

Tlie Envision Grant. 

Fall (leadline: November 3 0 , 2 0 0 7 

Multiple awards available: $ 2 0 0 - S 2 o 0 0 

Leadersh ip R I C E 

v at www.rice.edu'leaders 

mailto:jwzl@rice.edu
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A panel of lawyers and legal professionals talk about their profession at the law panel held Wednesday, Oct. 17. 

by Sarah Rutledge 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Pre-law students came out in 
full force Wednesday, Oct. 17 as 
Rudy Ramirez hosted a law panel 
at Sewall Hall. Ramirez, a former 
lawyer who teaches Introduction to 
Law and coaches the Mock Trial 
Team, said he organized the event 
to better inform students about law 
school and legal professions given 
the limited opportunities for pre-
law students at Rice. 

The panel was composed of 
Criminal Defense Attorney Brian 
Warren, Litigation Attorney Edward 
Adams (Will Rice '91), a partner at 
Fulbright and Jaworski, U.S. District 
Judge David Hittner, Olga Moya, 
an environmental law professor at 
South Texas College of Law, As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Vernon Lewis, 
Eva Guzman, justice of the Texas 
Fourteenth Court of Appeals, Brett 
Busby, Partner at Mayer Brown law 
firm and intellectual property lawyer 
Robert Riddle. 

The panelists discussed the 
pros and cons of working at large 
firms and private practices. War-
ren, who practices at Capitaine, 
Shellist, Warren and McAlister, 
said he enjoys being able to set 
his own hours. However, Riddle, 
an associate at Baker Botts law 
firm, said he puts in fewer hours 
than he would if he were practicing 
independently. 

Guzman, who said she was 
inspired to enter law after her 
parents lost a $5,000 investment 
because they failed to obtain the 
title, said law is not a career to 
enter lightly. 

"It's something you must be pas-
sionate about," Guzman said. 

Lewis stressed the importance 
of taking advantage of opportuni-
ties Rice offers to get a glimpse 
of the legal profession. By seeing 
what the job entails, students can 
determine whether being a lawyer 
is right for them, he said. 

Hittner said the name of the 
law school carries some weight 

in getting a job, but anything that 
sets a student apart from others will 
help them to secure competitive 
jobs. Hittner, who receives about 
200 times more applications than 
he has jobs available, said the pro-
cess often comes down to minute 
details. 

Hittner said when applying for 
jobs after law school, applicants 
must have something to set them 
aside from the rest, such as the 
ability speak foreign languages. He 
advised students not to hesitate to 
put anything down that would set 
them apart. He said an especially 
difficult decision came with two 
candidates with high test scores 
and good grades. Since Hittner is a 
hockey fan, he said one applicant's 
involvement in her college hockey 
team jumped out at him. 

"All else being equal, I went with 
the hockey player," Hittner said. 
"You pick the absolute best." 

Moya said ge t t ing the best 
grades possible, which may require 
20 hours of studying each day, is a 

good academic investment to help 
a student stand out in law school. 
She said after the first year of law 
school, one should seek outside 
employment to gain experience 
and make contacts. 

Moya said students with 4.0 
GPAs and no job history often do 
not secure jobs because of their 
lack of practical experience. Out-
side employers can write recom-
mendations for their future jobs, 
she said. 

Moya said involvement in mock 
trials and dispute resolution provides 
useful experience for later employ-
ment, she said. Adams said he looks 
for applicants with writing skills. He 
recommended getting on the law 
journal or law review during law 
school to hone these skills. 

"If you can write clearly and con-
cisely, it will serve you well through-
out your career," Adams said. 

Riddle said that in large state 
schools, students have to be ranked 
high in their class to be considered 
for recruitment in law firms, which 
results in an extremely competitive 
environment. There is a tradeoff 
between state schools and harder 
law schools, where one may be able 
to get away with having a lower 
GPA, he said. 

The panelists also discussed 
how they balanced their social 
lives with their careers. Although 
on paper, a lawyer works 40 hours 
a week for 50 weeks a year, Adams 
said the numbers are misleading. 
Work demands occur around the 
clock and affect lawyers' social 
lives, he said. 

"You're at work longer than 
9-5," Adams said. "It doesn't mat-
ter what plans you have with your 
spouse." 

Riddle said younger lawyers 
are increasingly looking for alter-
natives to billable hours at work, 
including working from home. 
Guzman said as more lawyers are 
looking to work until 6 p.m. on 
weekdays and take weekends off, 
it has become easier to find a job 
in the public sector that fit those 
needs. Hittner said the best part of 
being a judge is the ability to control 
his schedule. 

Louis said burnout often occurs 

when professionals fail to balance their 
personal and professional lives. 

"Law is a m a r a t h o n , not a 
sprint," Louis said. "If you're a 
young associate, it's easy to focus 
only on your job and lose perspec-
tive, especially when the financial 
rewards are great." 

An audience member asked the 
panel their thoughts on students 
taking a break from school before 
entering law school. Hittner said 
students should go immediately to 
law school from college. Warren, 
who spent a year in London, said 
he had a better perspective after 
going abroad. Riddle said taking 
a year off to work could help with 
jobs like his, which are largely 
based on outside experience. Ap-
plicants can use this mini-career 
as leverage when applying for 
jobs, he said. 

An audience member asked the 
panelists their opinion about stu-
dents entering law school without 
the intent to practice after. Moya 
said for many, understanding law 
helps them better understand busi-
ness. Many CEOs of banks have law 
degrees to improve the way they do 
their jobs, and a law degree can open 
doors for those in other professional 
arenas, she said. 

Warren said getting a law de-
gree may be a good investment 
even for those outside the legal 
professions, but that it is a large 
investment everyone might not be 
able to make. 

"It's the best education I've 
ever had," Warren said. "It's also 
very expensive." 

Will Rice senior Anna Valkovich, 
a pre-law student, found the dif-
ferent views offered by the panel 
informative. 

"It's always helpful to get as 
many perspect ives as possible 
from those who have practiced," 
she said. "What I personally like 
is hearing about all the differ-
ent experiences the lawyers and 
judges were relating to their own 
backgrounds that helped them 
and influenced their career, who 
they are and how they wanted 
to practice." 
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Former Indian President looks to the final frontier for hope 
THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26,2007 

by Nick Schlossman 
THRESHKK F.DITOK1A1. STAFF 

Humanity's challenges necessi-
tate a bold vision for exploring and 
harnessing the potential of space, 
former President of India and noted 
scientist A.P.J. Abdul Kalam said 
Thursday. Kalam spoke as part of 
the President's Lecture Series at the 
Baker Institute for Public Policy. 

"The problems facing humanity 
and life on earth of protection and 
sustainability of the environment 
require many areas of research," 
Kalam said. "They require integrated 
global approaches and the synergy 
of all spacefaring nations." 

Kalam, an aeronautical engineer, 
helped to develop India's first national 
satellite vehicles and launch system. 
In his speech, Kalam evaluated the 
past successes and future challenges 
of developing in space. Kalam empha-
sized that there is a need for continuing 
inspiration to innovate. 

"Inventions and discoveries have 
emanated from creative minds that 
have been constantly working and 
imagining the outcome in the mind," 
Kalam said. "With [visionary plan-
ning] and constant effort, all the 
forces of the universe work for that 
inspired mind, thereby leading to 
inventions and discoveries.' 

Kalam said he hopes for space 
science to play a role in resolving 
many of the world's hotly-debated 
issues, including environmental pro-
tection, forecasting climate change 
and earthquakes, achieving energy 
sustainability and finding solutions 
to water problems. 

"What we need is a global vision 
that would attract the imagination of 
young and inspire them to their own 
dreams to achieve," he said. 

Spacefaring nations should coop-
erate to overcome these obstacles, 
with individual nations and institu-

tions leveraging their resources and 
unique skills, Kalam said. 

"The question is whether the 
international cooperation is consis-
tent with the challenges of the next 
fifty years," Kalam said. "(We must] 
graduate in the ensuing years to part-
nership missions among spacefaring 
nations for the benefit of humanity 
using the core competencies of mul-
tiple nations." 

To reach these goals Kalam 
explained his World Space Vision 
2050 and its components — large 
scale societal missions, low-cost ac-
cess to space, comprehensive space 
security and space exploration and 
current application missions built 
upon international cooperation. 

Kalam emphasized the need to 
bring more cargo into orbit at lower 
cost and as a larger percentage of 
the total bulk of a given spacecraft. 
Putting one or two tons in space re-
quires more than 100 tons of launch 
weight, he said. 

Kalam proposed reducing pay-
load costs by increasing the payload 
fraction of spacecraft through the 
development of reusable launch ve-
hicles able to take offs carrying only 
a fraction of their needed fuel. 

"Scientific breakthroughs in air 
breathing propulsion systems may 
lead to a revolution in space transpor-
tation," Kalam said. "Spacecommuni-
ties of the world have a huge stake 
in such breakthrough research in 
advanced interdisciplinary and inter-
institutional collaboration." 

As a second component of his 
World Space Vision, Kalam said 
that space must be free of weapons 
to preserve its the existing infra-
structure. 

"We must recognize the necessity 
for the world space community to 
avoid terrestrial geo-political con-
flict to be drawn into outer space, 
thus threatening the space assets 

Write-in votes not accepted 
in Homecoming Elections 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A new system of nominating 
homecoming king and queen and 
the promise of a pizza study break 
are part of the Student Associa-
tion's e f fo r t s to increase student 
participation in homecoming vot-
ing. Voting started Wednesday and 
ends today. 

The homecoming king nomi-
nees are the Master Chief from 
Halo, the Green Fences, English 
P r o f e s s o r Denn i s Huston and 
G. Chr is topher Warrington. The 
Rainbow Building, Virgin's Walk, 
Todd Graham and Warr ington 
a r e t h e h o m e c o m i n g q u e e n 
nominees. 

Unlike previous years, write-in 
votes are not permitted. Instead, 
the New Student Representatives 
from each residential college com-
piled nominee suggest ions and 
sent them to Director of Elections 
Andrew Bo wen. 

Bowen, a Martel College se-
nior, worked with the senators 
and Parliamentarian Chris topher 
Warr ington, Secre tary Cristina 
Abedrabbo, Director of Technol-
ogy J D. Leonard, SA President 
Laura Kelley, T r e a s u r e r Matt 
Feaga, Internal Vice President 
Matt Youn, External Vice Presi-
dent Sarah Baker and Director of 
Communicat ions Stephen Rooke 
to narrow down the list to the four 
candidates that appeared on bal-
lots this week. Baker said. 

"We went through the list and 
chose the ones that came up more 
than once and kind of were cute 
and were somewhat appropriate," 
Baker, a Lovett College junior, 
said. 

1-ast year, the SA put up posters 
in the colleges calling for homecom-

ing king and queen nominations. 
Baker said. Students wrote their 
nominations on the posters and 
the SA generated a ballot based on 
these suggestions. 

Write-ins, permitted last year, were 
eliminated for this election in the hope 
of more accurately reflecting students' 
views, Baker said. 

"There has been a problem with 
voting in the past in that we don't 
get a ton of people out voting so 
write-ins can win with like 20 votes," 
Baker said. "We wanted to eliminate 
that possibility and do a better job 
of getting good candidates on the 
ballot to begin with in order to get 
student opinion that way." 

Bowen said t h e r e were no 
specific ru les on how homecom-
ing king and queen should be 
nominated. 

"We felt this was the best way 
to get candidates that s tudents 
would be interested in voting on," 
he said. 

2007 
Homecoming 

Ballot 

Candidates for King 
a) Master Chief from Halo 
b) The Green Fences 
c) Dennis Huston 
d) Chris Warrington 

Candidates for Queen 
a) Rainbow Building 
b) Virgin's Walk 
c) Todd Graham 
d) Chris Warrington 

TIAN VANG/THRESHER 

Former Indian President Abdul Kalam speaks on the topic of space development at the Baker Institute for Public Policy 
Thursday, Oct. 18. Kalam said he hoped space science would help resolve some controversial environmental issues. 

belonging to humanity," Kalam said. 
"Any unilateral action which upsets 
the stability of space is against the 
interest of the entire humanity." 

As a third part of his Vision, Kalam 
called for a paradigm shift in the har-
nessing of space, using experiences 
with partnerships between India and 
Russia, and between United States 
and E.U. nations. 

"Such an accomplishment of a 
goal (of large scale international 
cooperation] would enable taking 
up mass missions that were not in 
the realm of individual nations," 
Kalam said. 

Kalam suggested the creation of a 
World Space Council to implement his 

World Space Vision, creating a unified 
approach and allowing for a jump in 
space science and technology. 

Concluding his speech, Ka-
lam described the outcomes of a 
successfully implemented Space 
Vision, including worldwide equi-
table distribution of energy, clean 
safe water and knowledge through 
solar power and communications 
satellites, and a clean environment 
derived from exploiting extrater-
restrial resources and solar power 
gathering satellites. 

"Planet Earth will be transformed 
to prosperity without poverty, peace 
ful without fear of war and a happy 
place to live for the whole humanity 

using space technologies as one of 
the prime movers," Kalam said. 

Lovett College junior Viren Desai 
said Kalam impressed him with the 
boldness and sincerity of his aspira-
tions, even if some of the details of 
Kalam's World Space Vision were 
unrealistic. 

"I enjoyed the fact that we heard 
a dash of idealism coming from 
someone who has run a country that 
is deep in a capitalistic push to catch 
up with the West," Desai said. "I don't 
know how practical his ideas would 
be, but it's nice to know that some of 
the leaders of India still have a rosy 
picture of the future, anu a vision of 
how to get there." 

Thanks, Owls... 

You took the first step at the Good Works Fair 

Opportunities for Social Change. 

Now, i t 's time to act. 

Take the pledge 

Share your story 

Tell a friend 

Join the Divided We Fail Movement. 

Lurking around your corner will he a Divided We Fail reverse "Trick-or-Treat" event 

coming soon to a residence hall near you. 

For more information on how to gel involved with Divided We Kail on campus. contact Ashley Schmidt at d.schmkliia'aarp.ory or 
visil w w w . D p , idcdWcKail.oru. 

http://www.Dp
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! RMC Visual Arts Coordinator mobilizes student art 
SCENE! First exhibit opens in Farnsworth Pavilion, future shows from Rice artists planned 

w e e k l y 

Thresher editors' 
recommendations for 

arts and entertainment 
around Houston through 

November 2. 

MUSIC I 

KTRU Steel 
Lounge 

KTRU continues its 

Steel Lounge series at the 

Contemporary Arts 

Museum, Houston. KTRU 

DJs will provide the hip tunes 

so attendees can dance the 

night away in the company 

of good art. The event starts 

Friday night at 8 p.m., and 

admission is free. 

Contemporary Arts 

Museum, Houston 

5216 Montrose 

www.ktru.org 

Spoon, the New 
Pornographers and 

Emma Pollock 

Three popular musical 

groups bring the chill to 

Warehouse Live Thursday 

night. Experience the band 

who brought you such albums 

as Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga when the 

doors open at 7 p.m. and 

the concert begins 8 p.m. 

Tickets start at $25 and can 

be purchased online. 

Warehouse Live 

813 St. Emanuel 

www.warehouselive.com 

READING 

Nick Hornby 

Author of such popular 

novels turned movie as 

High Fidelity and About a Boy, 

Nick Hornby will read from his 

first young adult novel, Slam, 

kicking off the 2007-'08 Cool 

Brains! Inprint Readings for 

Young People. The reading 

starts at 2 p.m. on Sunday. It 

is free and open to the public. 

Jones Hall 

615 Louisiana 

www.houstontheaterdistrict.org 

by Rachel Green 
THRESHER STAFF 

Art in the Rice Memorial Cen-
ter seems limited to Coffeehouse 
installations and photographs of 
major donors. But with a new stu-
dent coordinator, the RMC will now 
serve as a gallery for student art. 

Sid Rich junior Natalie Almog 
was hired over the summer as the 
visual arts coordinator for the RMC. 
Almog's inaugural exhibit, News-
print Manifesto, opened Oct. 12 and 
features the works of fellow Sid Rich 
junior Amy Hill. 'Hie exhibit runs 
through Nov. 19. 

"All of the art in the RMC is my 
responsibility," Almog said. "I would 
love to eventually redo everything 
and change a lot of the older art in 
the building, but right now my focus 
is organizing the student shows." 

David Stagg, graphic and Web 
designer for the Rice Memorial 
Center and Recreation Center and 
the administrative head of the visual 
arts program, said the coordinator 
position was created in 1999, when 
the visual arts program began. 

COURTESY AMELIE HILL 

Students mingle in the Oct. 12 opening of Sid Rich junior Amelie Hill's Newspaper Manifesto in Farnsworth Pavilion. Sid Rich 
junior Natalie Almog, the new visual arts coordinator for the RMC, organized the opening and has planned future openings. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

RMC Visual Arts Coordinator and Sid 
Rich junior Natalie Almog 

"We've re-vamped the program 
with a very specific direction in mind: 
To give Rice student artists an op-
portunity to showcase their art on a 
campus where outlets for exhibition 
are extremely limited," Stagg said. 

S t u d e n t s , F a r n s w o r t h and 
campus art 

Alinog sees her position as a 
way to reach out to the Rice student 

body that might not visit galleries or 
museums on a regular basis. 

"Approaching my responsibili-
ties with a student mentality is criti-
cal for a position like this — more 
so than in a proper gallery," Almog 
said. "I hope that these student ex-
hibitions make art more approach-
able for students, that they regard 
it on an intellectual level just like 
a chemistry major might with his 
lab work." 

Almog chose Farnsworth Pa-
vilion as a venue for a student art 
shows in an attempt to reach a 
broader audience than a typical 
gallery space would. Yet the room 
provides more than a few problems 
to which she and the artists she 
chooses must adapt. 

"Farnsworth is a multipurpose 
room, so you have a lot of varied 
audiences, from yoga classes to 
physicists," Almog said. "But the 
fact that it is not a gallery space 
makes it a really challenging space 
to work with.... 1 think it brings me 
better artists." 

In addition to exposing students 
to works of art in a more familiar 
context, Stagg hopes that the newly 

revitalized visual arts program will 
aid student artists as well. 

"Gett ing [ar twork] into an 
'established' gallery in Houston 
is extremely difficult, and Rice 
University isn't particularly known 
for its art programs," he said. "But 
with the visual arts program, we 
can offer that exposure while si-
multaneously supporting the arts, 
student artists, and art at Rice 
University." 

Although the visual arts pro-
gram is just now gaining the vis-
ibility its members desire. Rice 
students seem supportive. 

"I think this program is a good 
thing," said Lovett College senior 
Annie Conderacci . "It ref lects 
Rice's increasing appreciation for 
the arts in a typically science- and 
engineering-oriented environment, 
which will ultimately benefit the 
university and its students." 

Farnsworth Art: Present and 
Future 

Almog resorted to a traditional 
college method to find the right art-
ist for her first show of the school 
year: She posted an open call for 

art ists on the Facebook group 
Arts@Rice and hoped someone 
would respond. 

Her method worked. Hill, a fel-
low visual arts major, was willing 
to show her work. Her exhibit, 
Newsprint Manifesto, is on view 
until Nov. 19 and features an array 
of collages, drawings, and paint-
ings. Hill's mixed media pieces, 
the mainstay of her body of work, 
incorporate found objects and dis-
posable materials into a traditional 
two-dimensional canvas setting 

"This show in particular is sup-
posed to be about 'cheap art,'" Hill 
said. "[Much of Newsprint Mani-
festo] is inspired by inexpensive 
and disposable materials." 

After Hill's show comes down, 
Farnsworth Pavilion will feature its 
only non-student show of the year, a 
small exhibit sponsored by the Hon-
duran Consulate of Houston that 
will bring the works of 16 Honduran 
artists to Rice's campus for three 
days. Following the Honduran 
consulate show, works from Paul 
Hester's photography classes at the 
Rice Media Center will be displayed 
throughout winter beak. 

Residential colleges go to war in new online strategy game 
by Matthew McKee 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Armies will f ill the Academic Quad 
next week. Battles will rage over the 
Rice Memorial Center. Hanszen Col-
lege should watch out; they might 
be Hanked by Wiess College or Will 
Rice College. No one is safe—online, 
that is. 

GoCrossCampus , an online 
strategy game based on conquer-
ing territories on maps, will open 
a game for Rice students Monday. 
Undergraduate students will be able 
to join forces with other members of 
their residential college to command 
virtual armies and take over sections 
of an online campus map. College 
rivalries will become simulated mili-
tary encounters—online versions of 
what Beer-Bike water balloon fights 
always want to be. 

The nine teams, one for each 
of the nine colleges, will be com-
prised of individual members who 
command their own armies and a 
team commander, elected by team 
members before the battles begin, 
who dictates team strategy via the 
game's online interface. Each turn 

of the game lasts 
one day, so each day 
players can log on, 
see what strategy 
their team is follow-
ing and move their 
armies. 

Ihe analogy to 
the board game Risk 
is tempting, but Yale 
University senior 
Brad Hargreaves, 
who created GXC 

with a small group of people, said there 
is a key difference. 

"Calling us Risk creates a lot of 
confusion," Hargreaves said. "Each 
person in this game controls their own 
armies.... It's not the strategy of any 
one person that's important; it's really 
the whole of anyone on the team." 

GXC also features tools for player 
coordination and communication. 
Team commanders can e-mail their 
team and give orders via text wikis 
so individual players can know how 
to move their armies. The game also 
uses live chat for all players in a game 
so team members can joke and rib 
one another. 

The game was provided to Rice for 
free, and students do not have to pay 
anything to sign up. 

Student Association President Lau-
ra Kelley said I hirgreaves contacted 
her in June about the possibility of 
opening a GXC game for Rice. Kelley, 
a Brown College senior, said she sup-
ported the idea and is excited about 
what it could do for students. 

Kelley said Rice's Student As-
sociation plans on advertising the 
game as much as it can because the 
game appeals to students who do not 
attend the SA's usual tailgates and 
sports events. 

"The one thing I've been trying to 
do this year is reaching out to students 
that we haven't reached out to much 
in the past," she said. 'This will be one 
way to engage the campus in an inter-
college competition in something that 
is non-athletic." 

Hargreaves said he asked Kel-
ley about bringing GXC to Rice 
because Rice's strong culture of 

college competition supports a 
casual game like this. 

With housing systems similar 
to Rice, campuses like Harvard 
University and Yale University 
have participated in GXC, and 
Hargreaves said students on those 
campuses had no problem jumping 
into the competition. 

"When we just pair up dorms, 
it doesn't behave with insanity and 
doesn't become a phenomenon like 
it does on campus with colleges," 
he said. 

On GXC's online blog, Har-
greaves writes that competition 
becomes seditious, as well. He 
points out that in the game currently 
going on for students at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, students are 
offering to sell team secrets for real 
money in acts of espionage. Students 
at other campuses have also tried to 
hack the game in order to sign up 

dummy players so their team could 
have more armies. 

Hargreaves said that half of stu-
dents at Yale and Harvard signed up 
to play the game when it featured their 
campuses, and players have spent 
from two minutes to two hours a day 
on the GXC Web site. 

Kelley said the game appeals not 
just to hardcore gamers, and she also 
wants to see casual players who do not 
want to invest much time online but 
want to support their college become 
involved. For students who like to have 
fun without sacrificing too much time, 
participation in GXC is possible. 

"I'm hoping that it won't adversely 
affect grades for anyone, that's for 
sure," Kelley said. 

Registration for Rice's GXC 
game begins Monday, Oct. 29, at 
www.gocrosscampus. com and students 
can sign up at any time their team is 
still in the game. 

COURTESY GOCROSSCAMPUS 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute's campus map was converted to a virtual 
batleground. In this portion of the map, players have progressed nine turns. 

http://www.ktru.org
http://www.warehouselive.com
http://www.houstontheaterdistrict.org
http://www.gocrosscampus
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COURTESY SONY BMG FEATURE FILMS 

C.C. (Illegal Tender's Zulay Henao) performs with an unnamed dancer In the decidedly un-dancey Feel the Noise. C.C. is a 
loose dancer who, In this shot, is accompanied by a strange atmosphere characteristic of the film. 

Bizarre Noise needs more dancing, less drama 
by Lily Chun 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

According to its tagline, Feel the 
Noise is a movie about achieving 
your dreams, but really it is a movie 
that seems as confused as the teen-
age audience it was intended for. 
The film is not meant to enlighten 
viewers. Some cool dance moves 
would have been nice considering 
the film's topic, but the audience 
is left without even that. In fact, 
the audience leaves without much 
of anything. 

feel the noise' 
• of five 

ing at AMC and 
'dwards theaters 

In Feel the Noise, Omarion Grand-
berry (You Got Served) plays Rob 
Vega, an aspiring rapper in New York 
City who gets sent to Puerto Rico 
because a gang is out to get him for 
stealingtire rims. There, Robmeetshis 
long-lost father, Roberto Vega (Racing 
Daylights Giancarlo Esposito), who 
used to be a musician. From there, 
Rob and his step-brother Javi (Lords 
of Dogtown's Victor Rasuk) find out 
they share a love of music, and they 
both become interested in Reggae-

ton, a music genre with Latin and 
African influences. 

Eventually, the two are offered 
a record deal by an American pro-
ducer thanks to a promiscuous dancer 
named C.C. (Illegal Tender's Zulay 
Henao) who doubles as Rob's love 
interest. But when the record label 
listens to the demo, they decide to 
change the song completely. Rob and 
Javi call it quits, saying they want to 
make music their own way, and the 
movie follows them on their journey 
to make it as Reggaeton stars. 

On one hand, the previews make 
it seem as if this film is another movie 
about showcasing awesome dance 
moves like in You Got Served or 
Honey — movies that were inter-
esting solely because they had 
awesome dance moves. Instead, 
Feel The Noise seems more like an 
opportunity to cash in on the popu-
larity of hip-hop culture. 

Grandber r y's performance as Rob 
is lacking. In You Got Served, he had 
his energy to redeem him. But in Feel 
the Noise, Rob is a sullen, moody teen-
ager who gets hot-tempered when his 
girlfriend postpones a date with him 
to do something for her career. Acting 
aside, Grandberry's hair is typically 
atrocious — pigtails in Served and a 
pufffball-like hairstyle in Noise — to 

the point that it makes him seem like 
a ridiculous character. 

Not surprisingly for a lame and cli-
che movie like this, there is violence, 
and it does nothing to further the plot. 
Crime and gore follow Rob wherever 
he goes without any explanation. The 
entire film is fraught with tension, as 
if an assailant is constantly ready to 
jump out from behind a bush. This 
was perhaps in part because of the cin-
ematography: a trembling, handheld 
camera that seems more at place in 
an action film or documentary. 

Feel the Noise is as 
CONFUSED as 
the teen audience 
it is intended for. 

Uncomfortably sweaty and raun-
chy dance scenes that punctuate the 
movie transport the viewer to a dirty 
club where dancers are being felt up. 
The colors are so bleak and washed 
out that the audience can always see 
the perspiration on the characters' 
faces. In fact, the shaky, dark aura 
over constant Reggaeton — the music 
being the single saving grace of the 
movie — inspires moviegoers to go 
to a club instead. 

Book Club sheds chick flick 
conventions for original story 
by Jackie Ammons 
THRESHER STAFF 

Chick flicks are a dime in a 
dozen. Boy meets girl, they fall 
in love, have some complications 
and live happily ever after. 

austen book club' 
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ow playing at 
the Angelika 

As the newest addition to this 
genre, the independent film The 
Jane Austen Book Club brings a 
twist to the typical plot by adding 
an intellectual aspect through 
the element of literature and 
a unique focus on women and 
friendship rather than the usual 
boy-girl relationship. 

The Jane Austen Book Club 
follows the lives of a teacher 
(The Devil Wears Prada's Emily 
Blunt), a housewife (The Last 
Will's Amy Brenneman), a dog 
breeder (Flicka s Maria Bello) 
and an eccentric divorcee (All 
the King's Men's Kathy Baker). 
Joining this cast are a young 
adventurer (The Fog's Maggie 
Grace) and a tech assistant 
(Blood and Chocolate's Hugh 
Dancy) who is also the only 
male in the book club. They 
form friendships by reading 
Jane's Austen's six books in six 
months, and, as the premise of 
the film plays out, each of their 
lives mirror a facet of Austen's 
books in some way. 

The film provides a breath 
of fresh air from Hollywood 
conventions. Unlike most chick 
flicks, it is not always happy, 
but when it is sad, it is not the 
end of the world. And, the film 
dismisses the modern popular 
conception of groups of women 
as cliquish, crude and catty. The 
friends in The Jane Austen Book 
Club support and encourage 
each other — earning the film 
originality points. 

In tribute to Austen's style, 
The Jane Austen Book Club ad-

dresses controversial issues. Just 
as Austen touches society's scorn 
for extra-marital affairs in Mans-
field Park and underage marriages 
in Pride and Prejudice, the film also 
looks at a teacher contemplating an 
affair with a student and a lesbian 
experiencing hear tbreak — minus 
society's derision. 

This reinvention within the 
film stays t rue to the treatment of 
Austen's stories as well, which are 
left open to interpretation as they 
pertain to the lives of the charac-
ters. The film succeeds in captur-
ing the spirit of the novels without 
limiting itself to the novels' plots. 
In this way, the movie manages to 
be original, even though it draws 
from an overused source. 

The film's focus 
on literature, 
deep exploration 
of characters 
and ARTFUL 
presentation push 
the movie to a 
level of freshness 
that few films 
achieve. 

Knowledge of Austen's plots is 
not absolutely necessary to enjoy 
the film, but an audience will not be 
able to fully appreciate the art and 
irony without reading or at least 
knowing about the novels first. 

Despite being a chick flick, 
The Jane Austen Book Club feels 
like a truly fresh film. Its focus on 
literature, its deep exploration of 
characters and its artful presen-
tation push the movie to a level 
of quality that few films achieve. 
And this is a good thing because 
it challenges the audience to think 
beyond the happily-ever-after tale 
that is usually emphasized even in 
Austen's novels. 
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Fortune-teller Ulrica (Ewa Podles) guides the seated Amelia (Tamara Wilson) 
in the Houston Grand Opera's production of Giuseppe Verdi's A Masked Ball. 
Ulrica's prophesies spin out a complicated plot and, eventually, a tragedy. 

Verdi's Ball a performance 
of heartfelt story and skill 
by Brian Reinhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

Forbidden passion, a grand 
cast of characters and a love duet 
in the shadow of a guillotine high-
lighted the Houston Grand Opera's 
season-opening performance of 
the Giuseppe Verdi's A Masked 
Ball (Un ballo in maschera). The 
inspired acting and singing make 
this classic opera come to life in a 
blaze of color, orchestral force and 
emotional power. 

v 'a masked ball' 
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Now playing at the Brown 
Theater in the Wortham Center 

As with many operas, the plot 
in Masked Hall is somewhat con-
torted. It involves King Riccardo's 
(Ramon Vargas) secret desire for 
his chief advisor's wife, a dreadful 
prophecy by a fortune-teller, assas-
sination plots and a grand climactic 
costume ball. The busy story makes 
sense, for the most part, although 
it relies occasionally on noticeably 
absurd suspensions of disbelief, as 
when the advisor, Renato (Carlo 
Guelfi), and his wife, Amelia (Ta-
mara Wilson), sing to each other in 
one scene but do not recognize each 
other's voices. Viewers are easily 
able to forgive such questionable 
writing, though, due to the beauty 
of Verdi's music. 

The score begins gently and in 
good humor, but this seemingly 
cheery beginning should not fool 
anyone. As the story progresses, 
the singing and orchestral playing 
gradually become more intense and 
dramatic until the scenes in the 
third act, which are so emotionally 
charged as to be absolutely grip-
ping. The concluding scene, the 
zenith of all this build-up, provides 
a superb emotional catharsis, as 
one character intentionally shoots 
another at the costume ball. 

The singers' performances are 
generally superb, although Vargas, 
a tenor, is a bit of a letdown in the 
role of King Riccardo. His voice 
is refined but not special, and it is 
occasionally drowned out by the 

A NIGHT AT THE OPERA 

The Houston Grand 
Opera will perform Verdi's 
A Masked Ball until Nov. 2. 

Performance and ticket infor-
mation is available online at 
www.houstongrandopera.org 

Student rush tickets can be 
purchased on the day of the 
performance for $10 each 
with Rice I.D. 

GETTING TO THE THEATER 

The HGO per fo rms in the 

Brown Theater at the Wortham 

Center in downtown Houston. 

Rice students can use their 

Metro Q Cards to take the 

LightRail downtown and get 

off at the Preston stop. The 

Wortham Center is a short 

walk down Preston, and the 

center will be on the left. 

Wilderness of disorganization at photo exhibit 
by Lauren Schoeffler 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Although Houston occasionally 
feels like a wilderness of steel, concrete 
and rainbow buildings, the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston's new photog-
raphy exhibit Houston Wilderness: A 
Collaboration highlights the other 
wilderness, the one of a more natural 
variety. A collaboration between the 
MFAH and the non-profit organiza-
tion Houston Wilderness, the exhibit 
attempts to emphasize the tensions 
created by urban expansion. 

'houston wilderness: 
a collaboration' 

ANDREW CLOUD TOR THE HOUSTON GRAND OPERA 

orchestra, which is a bad sign for 
a lead role in an opera. However, 
the rest of the cast excels. Wilson 
brings tremendous sorrow to the 
role of Amelia, conveying a rare 
understanding of her character's 
inner turmoil. She does a wonder-
ful job with both her singing and 
acting. Guelfi, as Amelia's husband, 
is also a fascinating character, 
and the Italian baritone conveys 
Renato's conflicting emotions suc-
cessfully through voice alterations 
and body language. 

Amid all of these great per-
formances, contralto Ewa Podles 
really steals the show as Ulrica the 
fortune-teller. Taking the role of the 
predictor of Riccardo's death, she 
astonished the audience and awed 
listeners like no other performer. 
Podles has a voice that is unique 
in its depth and richness and has 
such an enormous ran^e that she 
can sound more masculine than the 
tenors if necessary. She regularly 
shifted from a near-baritone sound 
all the way up to soprano seemingly 
without effort, and her emotional 
power, a crux of the opera's plot, 
was astounding. 

The performance also sported 
dazzling set design and lavish 
cos tumes , a hallmark of HGO 
performances. Every scene takes 
place in a different locale, from the 
foot of a menacing guillot ine where 
Riccardo and Amelia declare their 
secret love for each other to Renato's 
medieval castle home. The stage 
is always a wonder to behold, and 
often the chorus becomes part of the 
decoration by freezing, statue-like, 
into positions in the background. 
Even if there were a dull moment 
in the musical score — and there 
is not — the colorful goings-on 
onstage would be enough to sustain 
the viewer's attention. 

A Masked Ball makes for won-
derful entertainment and a fantastic 
start to the HGO's season. Viewers 
willing to overlook occasional plot 
implausibilities will find much 
to love, and the scenes featur-
ing Podles are worth the cost by 
themselves. Shows like this one 
are why so many people enjoy "a 
night at the opera." 
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On view at the MFAH 

through Jan. 6 

Filled with images from the 
24 Texas counties of the Hous-
ton Wilderness Area depicting 
10 different ecosystems, Houston 
Wilderness offers a wide range of pho-
tographs — perhaps loo wide. From 
vacationers on Galveston Beach to 
skyscrapers to single magnolias, the 
exhibit loses focus in its grandiose 
effort to represent the entirety of 
the nature versus city clash. While 
many of the individual photographs 
capture their subjects beautifully, the 
sub-par organization ruins the mes-
sage and experience of the exhibit 
as a whole. 

The arrangement of Houston 
Wilderness especially displays its 
ineptitude with the poorly executed 
themes of individual rooms that 
make little effort to flow into one 
another. Comprised for the most part 
of images of the beach and water, 
the first room presents the most 
cohesive attempt at theme. After 
viewing Will von Overbeek's scenes 
of Barton Springs in Austin and Liz 
Ward's series From the Lighthouse, 

the viewer approaches ill-placed 
scenes of the Texas plains and one 
photo of a bird. 

When an exhibit is planned, 
rooms are usually arranged in an 
easy-to-comprehend fashion, such 
as chronological order or theme con-
nection. However, the images of this 
exhibit's first room jarringly flow into 
the second room, with juxtapositions 
of Houston and its natural surround-
ings with detailed shots of animals 
on the opposite wall. Again, while 
independently cohesive, the two 
themes make no attempt to reach 
each other, no concrete attempt to 
progress from one to the next. 

The third room presents the best 
example of this lack of purposeful 
progression. It matches woodsy im-
ages of nature — such as David N. 
Gibson's three photos playing with 
fog and sunlight and Robert Bruce 
Langham 11 l's skinny oaks of Overcup 
Oaks, Little Sandy — with 0 . Rufus 
Invert's scenes of country life in 
V c( ping Mary,Texas. Perhaps most 
indicative of this room's randomness, 
however, is its first image: Tom 
Ryan's Hook Blueberries, a photo 
of two nearly foot-tall blueberries 
stacked on each other. 

Progression implies nuance — a 
characteristic Houston Wilderness 
largely neglects in lieu of a fairly 
politicized message. Comparing 
Geoff Winningham's vibrantly col-
ored and commercialized depiction 
of vacationers in Galveston Beach 
1986 with Jeffrey DeBevec's omi-
nously dark and rigidly horizontal 
look out to sea in Galveston Bay 
bluntly invites a connection between 
the commercialization of nature 
and its ominous future. Likewise, 
and even less subtly, the placard 
accompany ing Keith C a r t e r ' s 
Fireflies—adepictionoftwoboysmar-
veling over fireflies caught in a glass 
jar—laments the exodus of fireflies 

from Houston due to the spraying 
for mosquitoes. 

Despite the lack of purpose-
ful arrangement and any attempt 
at nuance, the individual images 
themselves manage to redeem 
Houston Wilderness. Franco Fon-
tana's Texas presents a wonderfully 
startling compartmentalization of 
the coastal prairie with 11 differ-
ent horizontal gradations of color. 
The pairing of Sally Gall and E.F. 
Kitchen's depictions of Houston's 
Nor t h Boulevard—North Boulevard 
and North Boulevard looking West, 

While individual 
effforts do 
somewhat 
SAVE Houston 
Wilderness, they 
cannot balance 
the frustrating 
disorganization. 
respectively — smartly encourages 
discussion on the different styles 
of the artists themselves and their 
respective views on the aesthetics 
of the live oak. Scott Canterbury 
Campbell's Daffodil Farm, Kilgore, 
Texas also stands out with its radical 
use of texture. Prickly grass, soft daf-
fodils, rough tree bark and spindly 
tree limbs all lend a tension to the 
photo and to nature itself. 

While these individual efforts do 
somewhat save Houston Wilderness, 
they cannot wholly balance the frus-
trating disorganization of the exhibit. 
With Houston Wilderness, the MFAH 
seems more concerned with appear-
ing fashionably conscious about the 
environment than with presen' j.ng an 
exhibit of actual artistic merit. 
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All ftlce University students interested In all aviation career within the U.S. 

Marina Corps are invited to attend! a Marine Corp* Flight Orientation Program 
< . ' brief at ' : " 
E l l i n g t o n F i e l d o n O c t o b e r 3 0 a n d 3 1 , f r o m 1 0 A M - 3 P M 

each attendee will receive one free ticket to ride on a King Air C-SO aircraft after 
the orientation. There will he a question and answer period with a Marine corps 

SII pilot. ». 
To reserve your seat and for more Information, 

call Cap*. Tamersen Crltchlow-Olenn or Gunnery Sgt. Joshua Gutting 
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like coed football; club sports such as rugby, soccer and badminton; and canoeing trips on the 
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br\*eoJ UAio \J making phone calls could be fun and profitable at the same time? Apply 
now to work as a Student Telefund Ambassador and earn one of the highest student wages on 
campus. To request an application, contact Liju Mathew at liju.mathew@rice.edu. 
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Football drops close shootouts 
Owls to face winless Marshall for the first time ever tomorrow 

Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHER STAFF 

Some say that close losses h u r t a team 
far worse than blowouts. If that is the case, 
the football t eam's last two g a m e s s tung far 
worse than their non-conference defeats . 
With their 56-48 loss to the University of 
Houston two weeks ago and a 38-35 defeat 
at the h a n d s of the 
University of Mem-
phis last Saturday, 
the Owls' hopes for 
a s econd - s t r a igh t 
bowl ber th a re now 
in serious j eopardy 
The Owls must now 
win all of their re-
maining games just 
to qualify for a bowl 
game, and even that 
is no guaran tee . 

Rice (1-6, 1-2 
C o n f e r e n c e USA) 
will now look to 
r e b o u n d a g a i n s t 
Marshall University 
t o m o r r o w at 3:30 
p.m. in Huntington, 
W.Va. This is the first t ime the Owls have ever 
faced the Thunder ing Herd (0-7,0-3 C-USA), 

IN FOCUS: FOOTBALL 
Record: 1 6 

C-USA record: 1-2 (5th in West Division) 

Last week: The Owls fell 38-35 to Mem-
phis at home. 

What made the difference: Despite 
record-tying afternoons by junior quarter-
back Chase Clement and junior receiver Jar-
ett Dillard, the Tigers used three field goals 
from Matt Reagan to pull out the win. 

Up next: Rice travels to West Virginia to face 
Marshall for the first time in school history. 

one of the worst teams in the conference. 
However, given Rice's performance so far this 
season, senior cornerback Gary Anderson 
Jr. said the team cannot afford to overlook 
any opponent. 

"Marshall is a really good team — they're 
0-7, but that's not how they play," Anderson said. 
"We definitely need to come out and prepare this 
week and not take them lightly at all." 

But for Rice to 
compete with Mar-
shall, the o f fense 
will need to allevi-
ate the o f fens ive 
a i l m e n t s h a s en-
countered the past 
f ew g a m e s . F o r 
one, Rice has had 
t rouble s t re tch ing 
the field vertically. 
T h e O w l s a v e r -
a g e d j u s t s e v e n 
yards per at tempt 
against the Tigers , 
a number that must 
go up to keep the 
of fense scor ing at 
a fast rate. 

Rice has done a 
good job utilizing receivers bes ides junior 

See TIGERS, page 20 
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TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Freshman quarterback James Casey falls into the endzone, but it was not quite enough to overcome 
Memphis last weekend. The Owls will face Marshall tomorrow, looking to even their conference record. 

Women's cross heads to 
C-USA title meet as favorites 

by Justin Hudson 
T H K K S H K K S T A F F 

Coming off their stunning victory 
at the Notre Dame Invitational, the 
women's cross country team once 
again took control at a major na-
tional invitational, finishing seventh 
at the Pre-Nationals Meet on Oct. 
13 in Ter re Haute, Ind. The Owls 
competed against 38 other teams, 
including 11 ranked squads, in the 
six-kilometer race. 

THIS WEEKEND 

Conference USA 
Championships 

When: Sat., Oct. 26 

Where: El Paso, Texas 

History: Then-junior Marissa 

Daniels finished second in 

the race, but the Owls lost 

by a single point to UAB. 

Rice is the lone ranked team go-
ing into the C-USA Cross Country 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s t o m o r r o w in El 
Paso, Texas. In addition to being 
the favorites, the Owls are motivated 
by their narrow defeat at last year 's 
conference meet to the University 
of Alabama-Birmingham. This year, 
senior Marissa Daniels said she 
and the rest of the upperclassmen 
seek to reconcile the disappoint-
ing loss. 

"We're definitely kind of out for 
revenge," Daniels, the individual 
runner-up at last year's meet, said. 
" |The loss] was really bitter last 
year. ... This year, I think we are a 
lot s tronger and we just really want 
to go out there and dominate." 

The Owls seem to be peaking at 
the right time of the year. The C-USA 
meet will be the first of a series of 
championship meets that will hope-

fully culminate in an appearance in 
the NCAA Championships Nov. 19. 
Though expecting tough competi-
tion from the University of Tulsa 
and UAB, head coach Jim Bevan said 
he believes his team will be focused 
enough to avoid any letdowns. 

"I'm confident that our young 
ladies will lay it on the line and I'm 
confident that we're fit," Bevan said. 
T h e y are hungry and they want 
to win." 

Rice's performance in Notre Dame 
allowed Bevan to be more conserva-
tive in his training regimen leading 
up to Pre-Nationals. Traditionally, 
coaches of unranked or teams cut 
back on their runne r s ' miles in 
hopes of a strong performance at 
Pre-Nationals to qualify their team 
for the national meet. 

But instead of tapering off the 
Owls' miles, Bevan was able to 
maintain the Owls' regular routine 
and used the race more as a preview 
of the national meet. 

" IPre-Nat ionals] is to t ry to 
get points to later on qualify for 
nationals," Bevan said. "We got so 
many points at Notre Dame that 
we were in good shape. We got a 
good race, but we also did not get 
a break in training." 

Unlike the Notre Dame meet , 
where the Owls s tar ted the race 
conservatively and moved up in 
position th roughout the race, Rice 
ran out with the front pack at Pre-
Nationals. Rice runners maintained 
the close proximity that has been 
the hal lmark of the team's recent 
success . 

Dan ie l s aga in f in i shed f i r s t 
a m o n g Owls and 17th overa l l 
with he r t ime of 20 minutes, 46 
seconds. The gap between Daniels 
and the rest of the team continued 
to shr ink, with every other Owl 
ending within a minute and th ree 
seconds of the lead. 

Rice faced stiff competition at Pre-
Nationals. Hie nation's top-ranked 
team, Stanford University, won the 

See WOMEN, page 19 

Soccer suffers first loss in conference play 
by Bobby McFarlane 

T H R F S I I K K STAFF 

T h e soccer team steamrol led 
into last S u n d a y ' s m a t c h u p at 
East Carolina University without a 
loss in Confe rence USA play. But, 
t hanks to some timely defense , 
the Pirates saw to it that Rice did 
not leave town unsca thed , taking 
the match 1-0. With the loss, the 
Owls (9-4-2, 3-1-1 C o n f e r e n c e 
USA) finished thei r weekend road 
swing 1-1, having handily defeated 
Marshal l University 3-1 the previ-
ous Friday. 

T h e Owls will be back on the 
road this weekend, facing in-state 
rival Southern Methodis t Univer-
sity on Saturday in Dallas, Texas, 
before traveling to Tulsa, Okla., 
to take on the University of Tulsa. 
Both the Mus tangs (5-7-1, 1-5 C-
USA) and the Golden Hurr icane 
(3-12-1, 1-5 C-USA) are near to 
bottom of the confe rence stand-
ings, and SMU is current ly riding 
a five-game losing s t reak. 

Senior midfielder Samantha C onn 
and freshman forward Korey Taylor 
led Rice under the lights against 
Marshall (4-9-1, 1-3-1 C-USA) with 
a goal apiece. 

H i e scoring began on an own-
goal set up by Lindsay Jaggers. 'Ilie 
senior defender blasted a shot from 
10 yards out that was conveniently 
deflected into the net by an out-of-
place Marshall defender. Then, with 
just 36 seconds remaining in the first 
half, Rice senior defender Beth Mar-
tin found Taylor on a long crossing 
pass from the left side. Taylor broke 
free in front of the goal and headed 
the ball from six yards out to beat 
Marshall goalie Liz Orton on the 
right side. Taylor's third goal of the 
season gave Rice a 2-0 lead going 
into the half. 

However, Marshall would not go 
down without a fight, and in the 79th 
minute Thundering Herd midfielder 
Mollie Lee converted from short-
range off a cross. 

But before Marshall could gain 
any momentum from this goal, Rice 

put the game out of reach. Conn shot 
a penalty kick in the 84th minute 
so hard off Or ton ' s outstreched 
hands that she was able to corral 
her own deflection and net an easy 
store. The kick was set up by senior 
forward captain Clory Martin, who 
was tackled to prevent a one-on-one 
breakaway. 

Two days later against East Caro-
lina (9-2-3,3-1-1 C-USA), Rice was held 
scoreless for just the second time this 
season. The Owls' best chance came 
in the 75th minute when sophomore 
midfielder Shelley Wong hit the left 
goal post with a strong shot. 

Junior forward Caitlin Robbins 
also had a great goal-scoring op-
portunity wben she fired a hard 
shot right to Pirate keeper Amber 
Campbell in the 88th minute. Her 
shot on goal came less than a minute 
after ECU netted the lone goal of 
the contest, a well-placed shot from 
Amanda Broz. 

The Owls held the advantage in 
corner kicks on the game, 8-1, but 

See ROAD, page 21 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Friday, Oct. 26 

•Soccer at 
7 p.m. -

•Swim 
5 p.m. — 

•Volleyb. 
7 p.m. — 

Saturday, 
•Swimming at Phill Hansel 
11 a.m. — UH Rec Center Natatoriui 

FROM THE EDITOR' 

Sunday, Oct. 28 

teams 
t Duals 

. HBU (preseason) 
Gym 

The men's cross country team will be putt ing on the Ricc 5K Fur, Run/Walk Set next Thursday. 

Beginning at 6 p.m., the course will take part ic ipants through the Rice campus to the finish at 

Rice Stadium. Proceeds from the race will benefit the men's cross country team, and registra-

t ion can be found at www.r/ceow/s.com. 

http://www.r/ceow/s.com
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Swimming starts season smoothly with double dual victories 
by Tracy Dansker 

TOR THE THRESHER 

The only thing that could have 
disappointed the swim team last 
weekend was an overnight flight 
delay that stranded the squad in 
Corpus Christi, Texas. Rice won all 
four double dual meets in Las Cruces, 
N.M., offsetting any airline troubles 
with an impressive showing against 
New Mexico State University and 

Northern Colorado University. 
The Owls will now face less 

stringent travel strains as they 
face Brigham Young University, 
Florida International, New Orleans, 
and cross-town rival University of 
Houston at the Phill Hansel Du-
als. The meets will be held at the 
University of Houston Recreation 
Center Natatorium on today at 5 
p.m. and tomorrow at 11 a.m. 

Last Friday's meet opened with 

the 400-yard medley relay, where 
Rice finished third and fifth. How-
ever, the Owls quickly picked up 
the pace and took seven first-place 
finishes in the remaining 10 swim-
ming events. Senior Brittany Mas-
sengale dominated her competition 
in the 1,000-freestyle, finishing in 10 
minutes, 11.23 seconds, more than 20 
seconds faster than anyone else. 

Scoring key points behind Mas-
sengale were junior Caitlin Warner 
and freshman Karen Gerken, who 
took third and fourth place, respec-
tively. Massengale also finished 
first in the 500-freestyle, followed 
closely by second-place teammate 
Caitlin Warner. 

Junior Carlyann Miller took first 
in the 200-freestyle by a slim margin 
with a time of 1:55.24 — teammate 
and junior Keri Hyde slipped in 
behind her at 1:55.94. Miller also 
took first in the 100-freestyle in 
52.52 seconds. 

Rice's scoring was not limited to 
upperclassmen. Freshman Ashten 
Ackerman clinched first place in the 

400-individual medley, closely fol-
lowed by fellow freshman Kait Chura, 
who took third. 

T h e freshmen really were tough 
and showed a lot of strength out there 
swimmingalotofdifferentevents," as-
sistant coach Jada Hallmark (Sid '01) 
said. "They were very versatile, and 
we can rely on them a lot to be com-
petitive and score some points." 

NEXT WEEKEND 
The Owls face BYU, FIU, New 
Orleans and host UH at the 
Phill Hansel Duals tonight 
at 5 p.m. and tomorrow at 
11 a.m. at the Houston Rec 
Center Natatorium. 

Sophomore Angela Wo secured 
herself first place in the 200-butterfly, 
while Hyde grabbed second, only 
0.19 seconds behind, to round out 
Friday's action. 

Zelnick, Wo and juniors Diane Gu 
and Skylar Craig took second-place 
in the 200-medley relay to start Sat-
urday's meet. The squad then domi-
nated the 1,000-freestyle, as Mas-
sengale, Gerken, freshmen Sarah 
Korellis and Chura took first, second, 
third and fifth, respectively. 

"The girls in the middle of the 
lane of the pool were surprised to 
have this girl on the outside beat 
them," Hallmark said. 

The 200-butterfly and 500-free-
style were also strong events for 
the Owls as they earned first- and 
second-place in both. Later, sopho-
more Justine Lin got first place in 
the 200-backstroke with a time of 
2:09.93. Sealing the win, the team of 
Gu, Hyde, Zelnick and Miller took 
first place in 200-freestyle relay with 
a time of 1:37.21. 

"The most pivotal moment was 
when we won that last 200-free relay," 
Gu said. "If we just kept going the way 
we were going we probably wouldn't 
have won, but we stepped it up and 
overcame them." 

Zivick leads the way at Chile Pepper Festival 
by Brody Rollins 

THRESHER STAFF 

Injuries do not always have to be 
gruesome to cost a team a win. The 
men's cross country team was one 
sore calf away from putting together 
its best outing of the season at the 
Chile Pepper Festival in Fayetteville, 
Ark., on Oct. 13, as they placed 11th 
in a very strong field with 32 teams 
and over 300 runners. 

The Owls were able to beat peren-
nial in-state powerhouses Baylor Uni-
versity and the University of Texas, 
but it was the eighth ranked Univer-
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sity of Arkansas team that claimed 
the victory with 47 points. Abilene 
Christian University, the top-ranked 
team in Division II, finished in second 
place with 74 points and VirginiaTech 
came in third with 162. 

For the Owls, last week's results 
were a step in the right direction as 
the top four finishers on the team 
finished within 13 seconds of one 
another. As they look forward to 
the Conference USA Cross Country 
Championships tomorrow, the squad 
knows it will need a near-perfect 
performance if they are going to 
have any shot at winning. 

The conference features two of 
the top teams in the country: third-
ranked University of Texas El Paso 
and 17th-ranked University ofTulsa. 
UTEP is led by five outstanding 
runners, namely Patrick Mutai, the 
two-time defending C-USA Cross 
Country Athlete of the Year. Mow-
ever, the Miners' roster, unlike the 
Owls', lacks depth. 

Barring a collapse by the Miners, 
the Owls will need to overtake a sur-
prisingly strongTulsa squad that has 
been running consistently all year. 
Tulsamadethe national rankings for 
the first time ever in school history 
earlier this week after defeating eight 
teams ranked in the top 30 at their 
last race. The Golden Hurricane's 
top runner is Edwin Henshaw, who 
won the senior New Zealand cross 
country title on Aug. 4. 

The job of pacing the team at the 
conference championships looks to 
be much more difficult given the 
high elevation in El Paso. Runners 
who start fast will have to adjust to 
quicker oxygen loss, and the Owls 
will need to make this recovery to 
stay in contention. 

"We'll try to run as a pack, hold 
back a little bit because it'sat altitude 
and unleash them after people in the 
last couple miles," head coach Jon 
Warren (Jones '88) said. 

The Owls will also need junior 
Aaron Robson to recover from a calf 
injury that kept him out of last week's 
race. If Robson, Rice's top runner so 
far, is unable to perform on Saturday, 
the load will fall on the same six who 
finished the race last week. 

Sophomore Scott Zivick led the 

YOU KNOW? 
The highest the Owls have 

ever finished in the C-USA 

cross country championship 

was two years ago at Disney's 

Wide World of Sports Complex 

in Orlando, Fla. Rice, which 

finished second overall, was 

led by then-senior Marcel 

Hewamudalige (Baker '05), 

who placed second individual-

ly with a time of 23:27.27. 

Owls at the Chile Pepper Festival 
with a 56th-place finish. It is the 
first time Zivick has posted Rice's 
lowest time this season. However, 
three other Owls finished within 
13 seconds of his time. Senior Brett 
Olson came in 57th, followed by 
junior Justin Maxwell in 58th, and 
sophomore Brad Morris in 63rd. 

Although sophomore John 
Buck came in 110th, he played 
a unique role usually associated 
solely with cycling. 

"We had John Buck take us 
through three miles,Tour de France 
style, as a domestique," said Olson. 
"The deal was for us to sta,r together 
for that and John would drop off and 
try to finish well." 

In previous races, there was not a 
designated runner setting the pace, 
leading the pack to fall apart early in t In • 
races. But this strategy, as evidenced 
by the tight finish, seems to work. 

SPORTS NOTEBOOK 
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Golffinishes 16th at 
Squire Creek 

Hie golf team's strong start 
to the season was hampered by 
a 16th place finish in the par-72 
Squire Creek Country Club on 
Oct. 16. The tournament, held 
in Choudrant, Louis., pitted the 
Owls against 17 other clubs from 
around the country, including 
eventual champion University of 
Mississippi and host ix>uisiana 
State University. 

The Owls struggled from the 
beginning, finding themselves in 
last place with 310 strokes after 

the first round. Sophomore Chris 
Brown and freshman Michael 
Whitehead led the team with 
78, and sophomore Michael But-
tacavoli finished with 77. 

But Rice improved as the 
tournament went on, shooting300 
in the second round and only 294 
in the final round. The Owls were 
led by Buttacavoli's three-day 
total of 221. Brown finished tied 
for 45th with 223 and Whitehead 
ended with 224. 

The Owls continue their sea-
son this Monday at the Herb 
Wimberly Intercollegiate in 
Cruces, N.M. 

— Casey Michel 

x l S 
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Men's tennis concludes fall schedule in Austin 

by Natalie Clericuzio 
THRESHER STAFF 

In volleyball, like any sport, resil-
ience is a necessity for success. And 
after following a pair of disheartening 
losses with a £() thrashing of the 
University of Alabama-Birmingham 
in Birmingham, Ala., this past week-
end, the Owls proved that they know 
how to bounce back. 

However, this past weekend, Rice 
(10-12, 5-5 Conference USA) fell to 
the University of Memphis 3-0 before 
downing UAB by the same score. 

Tonight, the Owls hope to upset 
Conference USA-leader Marshall 
University at 7 p.m. in Fox Gym. 
Marshal l (16-8, 9-1 C-USA) has 
dominated C-USA opponents this 
season, losing only to UAB in a 
five-game match. After winning the 
conference championship two years 
ago, the Thundering Herd swept the 
Owls in the two teams' only meeting 
of the season. 

Marshall will be Rice's tough-
est test of the C-USA season. The 
Thundering Herd is highly ranked 
in the C-USA in assists, kills and hit-
ting percentage. Marshall's biggest 
threat comes from their three-time 
Ail-American senior outside hitter 
Kelly-Ann Billingy, who is second 
in the conference with 4.99 kills 
per game and seventh in hitting 
percentage. 

"Marshall hasagood block, they've 
got Billingy on the team, and they've 
just got a lot of experience," head coach 
GennyVolpe said. "I'm glad we're com-
ing up against a good strong opponent 
that's going to test us." 

Rice will also host East Carolina 
University at 1 p.m. in Fox Gym 
Sunday. ECU (12-13,3-7 C-USA) has 
struggled against conference oppo-
nents this season and is currently 
ranked ninth in C-USA standings. 
Hie Pirates are also near the bottom 
of the pack in nearly every major 
statistical category. 

Returning home from a brief road 
swing, Rice began last weekend's 
matches with a slow start against 
Memphis (18-9, 7-3 C-USA). The 
match began with both teams trad-
ing points until the score was tied 
at 12. However, Memphis nabbed 

by Casey Michel 
THRI SHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Junior outside hitter Jessica Holderness spikes a ball back to UTEP in Rice's 
Oct. 12 contest against the Miners. The Owls swept the match 3-0. 

Volleyball takes on top 
team in C-USA tonight 

the lead with four straight kills and 
maintained their advantage to take 
the opening game. 

After dropping the second frame 
30-23, Rice kept pace with the Tigers 
in the third game until freshman set-
ter Meredith Schamun put together 
five straight points to give Rice the 
first significant lead of the match at 
20-15. However, Memphis would not 
be deterred, and responded with its 
own offensive attack to take the game 
30-28 and the match 3-0. 

Hie of fense was mediocre against 
M e m p h i s , h i t t ing a season-low 
.020 as a team. Sophomore middle 
blocker Natalie Bogan was the lone 
bright spot for the Owls, hitting .381 
overall with 12 kills. 

On Sunday, Rice appeared much 
more focused in their 3-0 sweep of 
UAB (17-7, 7-3 C-USA), who at the 
time had the second-best record in 
the conference. Bogan once again 
led the Owls, posting 17 kills and 
hitting .448 alongside sophomore 
outside hitter Jessie Boulavsky's 
14 kills and .443 hitting percentage. 
On the other side of the ball, junior 
outside hitter Karyn Morgan and 
freshman libero Tracey Lam each 
posted 18 digs. 

Two weeks ago, Rice split two 
road matches, starting with a 3-0 
sweep of the University of Texas-El 
Paso. Junior outside hitter Jessica 
Holderness ' s t rong play on both 
sides of the ball and led the Owls to 
victory over UTEP (8-14,2-9 C-USA) 
two weekends ago, contributing 12 
kills and 20 digs to Rice's effort. 
Despite falling behind in the third 
game, Rice came back to complete 
the shutout over the Miners in three 
straight games. 

T h e c o n t e s t aga ins t T u l a n e 
(21-5, 9-2 C-USA) two days later 
was a much greater challenge for 
the Owls. 'Hie loss was not for lack 
of effort , as Lam posted a career-
high 27 digs in the match, helping 
to g a r n e r he r C-USA Defensive 
Player of the Week honors Oct. 15. 
Bogan, Holderness and sophomore 
outside hitter Jennifer McClean all 
had double digits in kills offensively. 
However, Tulane, which is currently 
second in the C-USA, was just too 
much for Rice to handle. 

T h e men's tennis team wrapped 
up its competitive fall schedule last 
weekend, performing well in the 
ITA South Central Regional Cham-
pionship in Austin, Texas . Rice 
advanced deep into the tournament 
in both singles and doubles before 
heading home this weekend for a 
three-month hiatus. The Rice Re-
union Classic, a friendly tournament 
involving alumni, will be held Nov. 3 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

The Owls came sprinting out 
of the gate last Saturday, taking 
nearly all of their ma tches on the 
first day of competi t ion. In singles, 
junior Christoph Midler and senior 
Ralph Knupfer easily disposed of 
their foes, both f rom University of 
Texas, in the opening round. 

Sophomore Chong Wang also 
won his opening match, downing 
Texas Christian University's Casey 
Powers in straight sets. Senior Filip 
Zivojinovic and f reshman Vishnu 
Rajam got first-round byes, although 
Rajam fell in three sets to Texas 
A&M University's Chris Chirico. 

The only Owls to lose in the open-
ing round were senior Hoony Shin 
and sophomore Dennis Polyakov. 

The Owls were just as success-
ful in doubles. After an opening 
round bye, the third-seeded tan-
dem of Midler and Knupfer won 
8-2, while Wang and Zivojinovic 
paired to hold on for two 8-6 vic-
tories to earn a spot in the Round 
of 16. T h e duo of Polyakov and 
Shin also earned an 8-5 win after 
a first-round bye. 

However, Sunday opposi t ion 
nullified any momen tum accrued 
from the first day. Once the day 
was over, Midler was the only Owl 
left s tanding in singles. He swept 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christ i 's Jose 

Zunino 6-2, 6-1, before t rouncing 
top-seed Bojan Szumanski o fTexas 
Tech University 6-3, 6-3. 

Zivojinovic could not hold on 
aga ins t T e x a s ' Kellen Damico , 
d r o p p i n g a 6-3, 6-2 d e c i s i o n . 
Knupfer and Wang also lost in 
straight sets. 

D o u b l e s s t r u g g l e d a l o n g -
side singles, as two of the three 
p a i r s w e r e e l i m i n a t e d . W a n g 
and Z i v o j i n o v i c b a t t l e d wi th 
TAMU-CC's Dmitry Novikov and 
Mike Pavlov to an 8-8 stalemate 
before dropping the t iebreaker 7-5. 
Polyakov and Shin did not even get 
that far, losing 8-4 to Baylor Univer-
sity's Matt Brown and Jordan Rux. 

Midler and Knupfer were the 
only pair to notch a win, winning 
8-3 to face Novikov and Pavlov in 
the quar ter f ina ls . 

While the Owls were still repre-
sented in the quarterfinals, assistant 
coach Efe Ustundag (Baker'99) said 
he thought others had opportunities 
to advance. 

"We battled well, had quite a 
few opportuni t ies that we couldn' t 
take advantage of," Ustundag said. 
"We just weren ' t clutch enough to 
br ing it home." 

Af t e r wa i t ing ou t an ear ly-
morn ing ra ins torm the next day, 
Midler and Knupfer gut ted out 
a 9-8 nail-biter over Novikov and 
Pavlov. With the score knotted at 
8-8, the duo found themse lves fac-
ing a 5-1 deficit in the t iebreaker. 
But they did not give in, rattling 
off six straight points to win the 
t iebreaker 7-5. 

In singles, Midler ' s quest for a 
title ended at the h a n d s of Damico. 
Midler s t ruggled early, dropping 
the first set 6-0 in only 25 minutes 
b e f o r e s t o r m i n g back to t ake 
the second set 6-4. But Damico 
s lammed the door in the final set, 
winning 6-1. 

"Even t hough Chr is toph got 
to the quar ter f ina ls , I thought his 
pe r fo rmance was a little bit below 
par," Ustundag said. "[Damico] was 
a terrif ic player — he hadn' t lost 
a match this ent i re fall until that 
tournament . But for Chris toph to 
lose those two sets 6-0,6-1, it wasn't 
quite the level of play that he was 
capable of playing." 

Rounding out the tournament, 
Knupferand Midler fell 8-5 to Michael 
Breler and Sinisa Markovic ofTexas 
Tech in the doubles semifinals. 

WOMEN 
From page 17 
race with 102 points. Eleventh-
ranked Florida State University 
finished second with 123 points, 
while four other ranked teams 
would edge the Owls. 

Rice finished seventh with 224 
points, dropping from seventh 
to 16th in the c ross count ry 
coaches ' poll. 

Bevan said he was particularly 
happy with the Owls' per formance, 
especially after their fast start. 

"It's different when you come 
in as a marked team versus com-
ing in as an underdog team," 
Bevan said. "We're a marked team 
now, but [ our performance at Prp-
Nationals) proves we're good. 

§<AY 'A'l-I'D L'ZS'BTAli 
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S C tfOLTYRS i f l T 

WHAT? A $ 1 0 0 0 scho la r sh ip endowed by Rice Gay and Lesbian 
Alumni 

WHY? The Rice Gay and Lesbian Alumni Scholarship is designed 
to e n c o u r a g e a n d r eward l eade r sh ip a n d service to t h e GLBTQA 
communi ty , both on c a m p u s and in the communi ty at large. 

WHEN? The deadline for appl icat ions is: SUNDAY, NOV. 11, 2007, 

AT 5:00 PM. 

WHO? The scholarship is open to all Rice s tudents , both undergradua te 
and graduate , without regard to race, gender, color, ethnicity, age, 
nat ional origin, disability, or sexual orientation. Scholarships will be 
awarded on the basis of service to the GLBTQA community, with special 
emphas i s on contr ibut ions to the Rice community. S tuden t s can qualify 
for a scholarship through a wide range of activities, including leadership 
in organizations, scholarly research, and personal involvement in i ssues 
of concern to the GLBTQA communi ty . 

HOW? Applications may be submit ted online at:. 

h t tp : / /www. ru f . r i c e . edu /~s t ac t / ga l a scho l a r sh ip .h tm 

CONTACT? Philippa Angelides, Office of S tudent Activities, X4097, 
pangel@rice.edu, for more informat ion. 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~stact/galascholarship.htm
mailto:pangel@rice.edu
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l Hanszen uses staunch defense to shut out Wiess 18-0 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

They may share the South 
Servery, but in Saturday's Pow-
derpuff Game of the Week it was 
Hanszen that served up Wiess, 
winning 18-0. 

Hanszen (4-2) looked sharp in 
its first drive, marching 65 yards in 
10 plays and jumping to a 6-0 lead in 
the first quarter. The push picked 
up with Hanszen facing a third and 
10 from their own 48 when junior 
quarterback Kate Schaeffler found 
sophomore receiver Katherine 
Pouns in the middle of the field for 
a 23-yard reception. 

Hanszen converted on another 
third down on Wiess's 20-yard line 
courtesy of a Schaeffler seven-yard 
scramble. The quarterback then 
found Pouns again on a 13-yard 
touchdown reception that, though 
tipped by a Wiess defensive back, 
found its way into the sophomore 
wideout's hands. 

"We established ourselves again 
on the first possession on offense," 
Hanszen head coach Chris Revell 

said. "It was a really big key for us 
to put one in on that first drive and 
get momentum." 

GAME OF THE WEEK 
Brown vs. Jones 
(5-1) (4-1) 

When: Oct. 28 at 5 p.m. 
Where: Intramural Field 7 
Last Year Jones opened up 
the season with a 27-7 win over 
Brown. While Jones went on to 
make the playoffs, Brown barely 
finished with a .500 record. 

Hanszen then forced Wiess 
to a quick three-and-out, stuffing 
two inside runs before pressur-
ing Wiess freshman quarterback 
Laura Barg-Walkow to throw an 
incomplete pass. 

The second drive of the game for 
Hanszen was a mirror image of their 
first—methodical and time consum-

ing. Going 73 yards in 14 plays and 
milking more than 10 minutes off the 
clock, Hanszen scored a touchdown 
on a six-yard scramble by Schaeffler 
to go up 12-0. A roughing the passer 
penalty on Wiess on a third-and-8 
extended the possession. On the 
drive, Schaeffler carried the ball three 
times for 20 yards and was 3-6 for 41 
yards through the air. 

After another three-and-out by 
Wiess, Hanszen looked to score 
again right before halftime. How-
ever, Wiess senior cornerback Kate 
Hicks intercepted an errant throw 
by Schaeffler. 

With just a few seconds re-
maining in the first half, Wiess 
had a golden opportunity deep 
in Hanszen territory, but Barg-
Walkow was intercepted by sopho-
more cornerback Jaime Wirth, 
who ran 67 yards on the return 
for Hanszen's third touchdown of 
the half, extending the lead to 18-0 
heading into halftime. 

"They had been running it for a 
while and we knew that they were 
going to pass it," Wirth said. "I just 
saw the ball, took it, and got some 
great blocks in front of me to go down 
the field and score." 

The second half, unlike the first, 
was scoreless and uneventful. Both 
teams were able to put together 
mini-drives and pick up first downs, 
but their failure to convert on third 
downs resulted in a half that had a 
combined four punts. 

In the final minutes of the game, 
Wiess put together a decent drive, 
going 58 yards in six plays to get 
to the Hanszen 23-yard line before 
W irth got her second interception, 
picking off a pass from freshman 
Tiffany Gill on the final play of 
the game. 

"[Hanszen's] got great players," 
Wiess coach Jake Schornick said. 
"They made some amazing catches 
out there. We had some girls missing 
and playing outside of their positions 

but we still played hard ... it was a 
learning experience." 

Despite outplaying Wiess in 
almost every facet of the game, 
Hanszen fell short when running 
the ball, getting only nine yards on 
six carries. 

"[Wiess has] averystoutdefensive 
line," Revell, a resident associate, said. 
"Our offensive line just wasn't opening 
up the holes today." 

Hanszen took on Sid the next 
day, in a rematch of last year's 
thrilling championship game. 
Although they have struggled so 
far this season, Sid (3-3) shook off 
their three-game losing streak to 
win 19-6. 

In other scores around the league, 
Will Rice (4-1) edged Martel (3-2) 
by a score of 13-7, Jones (4-1) beat 
Baker (0-6) 19-12 and Lovett (1-4) 
shut out Wiess (1-5) 6-0 for its first 
win of the year. Brown (5-1) also got 
the better of Lovett 20-13 to remain 
atop the league standings. 

Rank Team Record Point Diff. 

l Brown 5-1 40 

2 Jones 4-1 S f f i 25 
3 Will Rice 4-1 23 

• • • • • 4 - , g§8 ,,;x ' 

Hanszen 4-2 3 1 

5 Martel 3-2 17 

6 Sid Rich 3-3 33 

7 Lovett 1-4 -48 

8 Wiess 1-5 -43 

9 Baker 0-6 -93 

TIGERS 
From page 17 

Jarett Dillard the past two weeks, 
and must continue to do so to keep 
making strides. 

However, the Owls' struggles 
are not limited to offense. Rice has 
suffered through a rough two-week 
stretch on the defensive side of the 
ball, namely due to injuries. Junior 
linebacker Brian Raines was a game-
time decision against Memphis, and 
although he played, the team was 
still short-handed enough that two 
senior safeties had to play at the 
linebacker spots. 

"We were down to Raines, 
[sophomore Robert] Calhoun, and 

[sophomore Terrance] Garmon 
at linebacker, which forced us to 
move two safeties to linebacker ... 
to try and teach them what to do in 
a crash course," head coach David 
Bailiff said. 

This health issue is obviously a 
difficult one to resolve, but it is not 
the only problem the defense must 
correct. Blown assignments and 
coverage breakdowns continue to 
plague the Owls. 

Understandably, the fact that 
defensive players chronically find 
themselves playing out of position 
or in new spots helps to create these 
issues with technique, but Rice will 
still hope to correct mistakes as the 
season progresses. 

Offensively, junior quarterback 
Chase Clement looked strong 

against the Tigers, throwing for 289 
yards and four touchdowns—three 
of which went to Dillard. 

The Owls garnered 418 total 
yards on offense, and nine different 
Owls made receptions in the game. 
Senior Joel Armstrong, who missed 
the first half of the season with a 
foot injury, paced all receivers with 
eight receptions. 

Defensively, the Owls had very 
few bright spots to focus on this 
week. However, in one series that 
took place in the second half, Ander-
son defended three straight pass 
attempts from Memphis to receiver 
Carlos Singleton. Anderson, who 
at six feet tall is a full eight inches 
shorter than Singleton, forced 
Memphis to kick a field goal on 
the possession. 

j g j g 
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DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

Senior defender Beth Martin spears the ball in Rice's Oct. 14 game against 
Memphis. Martin recorded the Owls' only assist in the 1 -1 tie. 

ROAD 
From page 17 

once again had difficulty converting 
on goal opportunities, a problem 
that has plagued them throughout 
the season. 

The week before, Rice faced two 
difficult opponents at home and 
came away without a loss: The Owls 
beat defending Conference USA 
champions University of Alabama-
Birmingham 2-1 Oct. 12 and tied 
a tough Memphis team 1-1 in two 
overtimes two days later. 

Against UAB, the midfield tan-
dem of Wong and fellow freshman 
Kate Edwards scored the goals. In 
the game, Edwards set the Rice 
freshman mark for goals in a season 

Women's tennis finishes fall schedule 
By Rhodes Coffey 

THRESH KK STAFF 

with nine as she scored on a free 
kick from outside the 18. Wong's 
goal came in the 57th minute when 
she corralled a Clory Martin corner 
kick from 12 yards out and beat the 
defender to the open net. 

"ITie Blazers went to the NCAA 
Tournament last year, so we knew we 
had to come out focused and ready 
to work," head coach Chris Huston 
said. "This is the best game we've 
played all year." 

At Memphis, it was the Martin sis-
ters who added the fireworks, tying 
the game in the 82nd minute when 
Beth found Clory on the left side of 
the field for a dramatic equalizer. 

"There was no doubt in my mind 
she wasn't going to make the pass," 
Clory Martin said. 

However, neither team could put 
a shot in the net in overtime, ending 
the game in a tie. 

The women's tennis team gets 
to start its winter break two months 
early — on the court, that is. After 
competing last weekend at the ITA 
Southwest Regional Championships 
in Lubbock, Texas, Wee is now done 
with its competitive fall schedule. 
The Owls will return to dual-match 
play in the spring. 

'Hie Owls started the ITA meet 
well, winning nearly all of their 
matches on Friday. Senior Tiffany 
Lee played an impressive first two 
contests, downing Alexandra Dyck-
man of Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
and Marina De Lucaof the University 
of Texas at El Paso while losing only 
five total games. 

Meanwhile, freshman Varsha 
Shiva-Shankar earned a tough vic-
tory over laiuisiana State University's 
Kylie Adamek, taking the tiebreaker 
to win 7-6 (4), 6-3. Shiva-Shankar 
then cruised to a 6-4, 6-2 win over 
University of Texas-Pan American's 
Giana Oliveira. 

In doubles, junior Dominique 
Karas and sophomore Julio Cliao 
overcame multiple match points to 
beat UTEP's Megan Pritchard and 
Weronika Bloczynska in a 9-7 victory. 
Sophomore Rebecca Lin and Shiva-
Shankar then paired for an 8-6 victory 
over Sara Pesic and Sofya Iifanova of 
t he University of Texas. 

In the only loss of the day, senior 
Christine Dao and Lee failed to hold 
on against TAMU-CC's Nina Ciric 
and Alexandra Dyckman, coming 
up short by a 9-7 deficit. 

Continuing into Saturday, Shiva-
Shankar and Lee continued their 
momentum from the previous day as 
both notched straight-set victories. 
Sophomore Julie Chao, the top-
seeded Rice athlete, also earned a 
straight-set win. 

However, in the first round of the 
main draw, Shiva-Shankar fell 6-4 (3), 
6-7,3-6 to No. 4 seed Anna Sydorska 
of Texas Christian University. 

As for the other four Owls in the 
main draw, things did not quite go 
their way either. Karas, Lin, Dao and 

Lee were all defeated by seeded op-
ponents in straight sets. 

Doubles play on the second 
day was also stellar. Lin and Shiva-
Shankar were resilient in coming 
back from a 7-1 deficit to earn an 
improbable victory. 

Chao and Karas had a bit of an 
easier time than their teammates, 
holding on for an 8-5 win. The third 
Rice duo, Lee and Dao, had the day 
off from doubles play and started 
consolation matches Sunday. 

Overcoming their tough early 
competition was quite impressive, 
head coach Roger White said. 

"Overall, Lubbock was a challeng-
ing environment to play in and the 
girls did a great job," White said. "It 
is tough, but it is the same level of 

toughness for everyone competing, 
so you just have to learn to embrace 
the change." 

On the final day of competition, 
Chao started her first singles match 
in a hole against Baylor's Karolina 
Filipiak and could not quite recover 
from losing the first set. After a 
nerve-racking third frame, Chao lost 
1-6,64,5-7. Karas, on the other hand, 
was victorious 6-2, 6-0 in consolation 
play. Lin also moved on due to a default 
while Dao and Lee lost in challenging 
consolation competition. 

However, Sunday was not a 
good day for Rice in doubles. 
Shiva-Shankar was forced to with-
draw due to a minor injury, and 
the other two doubles teams were 
both defeated. 

JOIN YOUR REPS AT THE FIRST 

SA H A L L O W E E N 
F U N R U N * 
OCT. 31 I 10PM I B A K E R Q U A D 

COSTUMES OPTIONAL 
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OWLS GET ON TO 
THE FIELD! 

STOP BY AND SEE HOW ON 
NOVEMBER 1ST. 
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Hit up the GMAC Team at Ray Courtyard for a shot at 
some great giveaways, a chance to win a $1,000 
scholarship and two ways to enter for a chance to win 
a new set of wheels from GMAC! 

- GAME DAY EVENT -
November 3rd, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 

outside Gate 4 of the Stadium 

\ 
GET YOUR GAME FACE ON 

V . . y . ' • ,V.N •. . • • .-X ' 

Show off your moves in the GMAC Bowl Right Stuff Challenge by suiting 
up tn co l l e t gridiron gear as fast as you can. Battle fierce competition 
from your fellow students for a chance to win a $1,000 scholarship. Then 
you'H have a chance to be drawn at random to advance to the finals at 
the GMAC Bowl in Mobile, AL for your shot to win a 2008 Chevy Malibu! 
Only the first 450 students to sign up will have a run at the scholarship. 

• The winner must be present so don't forget to show up to the game 
^nd rfi^ster lor your chance to win< 

G M A C F I N A N C I A L S E R V I C E S 

& U 5 A 6MACFS.COM 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY FULL-TIME 5TUDENTS ENROLLED At PARTIC1PATING SCHOOLS IN THE Mill-AMERICAN CONFERENCE, THE WESTERN ATHLETIC 

CONFERENCE OS CONFERENCE USA WHO ARE LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE FIFTY UNITED STATES (INCLUDING DC), 18 YEARS AND OLDER AND HAVE A VALID STUDENT 

ID AND A VALID DRIVER'S LICENSE, VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Must enter by December t . 2007. For Official Rules prm- descriptions, tree method of entry and odds 

disclosure. visit h t t p X ' « m K 3 m » £ c w i . 3 ) n t at the GMAC pic game area a! a p * t K i p » # r , j V A C W A C or C-USA iMt t ta i ! Oime S<k»iso< GMAC f (MiKiat S s i IOC 

Renaissance Center Oetruil. Ml 48765. 

> 2007 GMAC All Rights Reserved GMAC is a registered irademark The Chevrolet Emblem and Chevy are register f the GMC 
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POWDERPUFF PREDICTIONS: WEEK 6 

Casey Michel 
Sports Editor 

< 

Brown 
"Jones 

hugs goats" 

Lovett 
"Tracy's 
dad is 

intimidating" 

Lovett 
"But, in all 

seroiusness, 
Baker will 

score" 

Martel 
"Sorry for my 

sexist 
column" 

WRC 
"But Baker 
will score!" 

Whftfield 
E.LC. 1 Copy 

Jones 
"I'll bet on 

phsyicality" 

WRC 
"Wwwwww-
what???? 

9999'' 

Baker 
"It's a sad, sad 

world" 

Sid 
"They need 

the win" 

Hanszen 
"Just so 

Hanszen won't 
whine!" 

Brown 
"Because 

Dumbledore is 
gay" 

WRC 

Ooo, Lovett? 

Martel 
"You should 

say Sid. 
see what 
happens," 
says Sean 

WRC 
"Kate got 

injured. Wait 
that's not 

funny. LOL" 

•denotes Thresher Game of the Week 
* *The Thresher Sports Editor would like to thank Copy. Except Anna. 

BY THE 

Oct. 12-21 

FOOTBALL 

MEMPHIS 38 RICE 35 
Oct. 20, 2007 — Rice Stadium 

Memphis 
Rice 

13 8 

7 14 

10 
7 

14 

2 9 

Memphis Rice 
30 22 
247 105 
324 313 
571 418 
59 129 
4-14.8 4-30.8 
38:12 21:48 

High-yield investment. 

Our average CMAT score improvement is 92 points.* 

Our average GRE score improvement is 2.10 points.* 

That s solid ROI. Classes start soon. 

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com 

/Ti 
( £ 

The 
Princeton 

Review 
Tetf mm are ;he trademarks of their respfietiv* own#a. who are not affiliated with The Plimpton Review The Princeton Review and The Princeton %«ew logo me 

trademarks '.A The Princeton Review Ire. wh f th« no: aviated v-/i;h ftnirston i ̂ iverjj?,-

BICE 4 8 HOUSTON B8 
Oct. 13 ,2007 — Robertson Stadium 

Rice 
Houston 

1 4 

28 
2 0 1 4 

0 7 

0 

21 
48 
5 6 

Memphis — Russell 10 pass from Hankins (Reagan 
kick) 
Rice — Dillard 5 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Memphis — Reagan 22 field goal 
Memphis — Hinds 6 pass from Hankins (Reagan 
kick) 
Rice — Dillard 9 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Memphis — Reagan 24 field goal 
Rice — Dillard 42 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Memphis — Doss 15 run (Singleton pass from 
Hankins) 
Rice — Clement 7 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Memphis — Reagan 22 field goal 
Memphis — Jones 45 pass from Hankins (Reagan 
kick) 
Rice — Casey 20 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yard 
Passing Yards 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Memphis — Doss 24-179. Barnes 10-48, Malouf 
8-26, Pitts 4-13, Hinds 1-0. 
Rice — Clement 6-41, Casey 2-22, Ugokwe 3-21, Hill 
5-16, Smith 1- -2. 
Passing 
Memphis — Hankins 32-21-1-306. Malouf 6-4-0-18. 
Rice — Clement 44-28-2-289, Casey 1-1-0-24. 
Receiving 
Memphis — Black &61, Russell 5-28, Calhoun 4-119, 
Jones 3-74, Hinds 3-22, Singleton 3-21, Williams 1- 1. 
Rice — Armstrong 8-71. Dillard 5-85. Casey S60, 
Smiter 3-34, Tommy 3-21, Dixon 2-14. Wardlow 1-12, 
Hill 1-9, Ugokwe 1-7. 
Attendance — 1 1 , 1 2 2 

Houston — Avery 77 pass from Joseph (Lawrence 
kick) 
Houston — Alridge 7 run (Lawrence kick) 
Rice — Knox 1 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Rice — Dillard 18 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Houston — Harvey 18 pass from Joseph (Lawrence 
kick) 
Houston — Avery 67 pass from Joseph (Lawrence 
kick) 
Rice — Fangmeier 4 1 field goal 
Rice — Wardlow 5 pass from Clement (Fangmeier 
kick) 
Rice — Casey 2 run (Fangmeier kick) 
Rice — Fangmeier 46 field goal 
Rice — Henderson 15 pass from Clement (Clement 
pass failed) 
Houston — Alridge 8 run (Lawrence kick) 
Rice — Hill 7 run (Wardlow pass from Clement) 
Houston — Keenum 2 run (Lawrence kick) 
Houston — Alridge 33 run (Lawrence kick) 
Houston — Alridge 50 run (Lawrence kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards 
Passing Yards 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Rice — Clement 11-36, Hill 14-23, Knox 4-16, Casey 
4-6, Armstrong 1-5. 
Houston — Alridge 24-205, Ganaway 9-46, Keenum 
5-30, Williams 1-5, Joseph 4- -10. 
Passing 
Rice — Clement 44-24-1-355. 
Houston — Keenum 18-15-1-156, Joseph 18-11-
1-318. 
Receiving 
Rice — Dillard 7-133, Dixon 4 70, Casey 4-54, Wardlow 
3-29, Henderson 3-25, Armstrong 2-11, Smiter 1-33. 
Houston — Avery 13-346, Harvey 5-93, Hafner 3-27, 
Alridge 3-1, William 2-7. 

Rice Houston 
23 28 
86 274 
355 474 
4 4 1 748 
42 113 
6-45.5 2-44.5 
28:49 31 :11 

Attendance — 26,514 

SOCCER 

RICE ECU 
Oct. 21, 2007 — Greenville, N.C. 

Rice (9-4-2): Erkel, Scott, Conn, Schugart, Edwards, B. 
Martin, Robbins, Ostendorf, Wong, Jaggers, C, Martin: 
Substitutes: Petric, Taylor, Holloway. 

ECU (9-2-3): Campbell, Keller, Nikas. Pierce. Norris, 
Dickerson, Swanson. Moore, Heffner, Broz. Szilard; 
Substitutes: Sigler, Vanloon, Sandke, Foltz, Tufts. 
Wilcox, Cunningham. 

Goals: Broz (3). 
Assists: Moore. 
Cautions: None. 
Ejections: None. 

Final Stats 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 325 

Rice 
6 
1 
4 
8 
6 
1 

ECU 
5 
5 
1 
1 
6 
2 

RICE 3-1 MARSHALL 
Oct. 19, 2007 — Huntington, W.V. 

Rice (9-3-2): Erkel, Scott, Conn. Schugart. Edwards, B. 
Martin, Robbins, Ostendorf, Wong, Jaggers, C. Martin: 
Substitutes: England, Petr ic , Taylor, Gowda. 
Holloway, Nesbit. 

Marshall (3-9-1): Orton, Axelsson, Snead, Berquist, 
Johnson, Lizotte. Harrison. Hollman, Wetzel, Lee, 
Leconte: 
Substitutes: Bush. Burdick. Duncan. Jackson. 
Ahrens, Gordon. 

Goals: Taylor (3), Lee (1), Conn (2), 
Assists: B. Martin, Hollman. 
Cautions: None. 
Ejections: None. 

Final Stats 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 2 0 1 

MEMPHIS 

Rice Marshall 
15 7 
7 5 
4 4 
4 4 
11 12 
4 2 

0-1 RICE 
Oct. 14, 2007 — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

Memphis (8-3-2): Briones, Murphy, Dalton, Bakker, Hayes, 
Barrett, Strnadova, Someya, Schwab. Sullivan, Smith; 
Substitutes: Fanni, Laufenberg, Olszewski, Baldwin, 
Kerr, Turner, Hancock, Berra. 

Rice (8-3-2): Erkel. Conn, Schugart, Edwards, Taylor, 
B. Martin, Robbins, Ostendorf, Wong, Jaggers. C. 
Martin: 

Substitutes: Scott, Petric, Gowda. Holloway, Nesbit. 

Goals: Schwab (4), C. Martin (5). 
Assists: Someya. B. Martin. 
Cautions: None. 
Ejections: None, 

Final Stats 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 303 

Memphis Rice 
16 16 
7 8 
5 6 
9 5 
25 12 
0 0 

UAB 1-2 RICE 
Oct. 12,2007 — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

UAB (4-61): Blankenship, Marple, Blair, Henricks, 
Hartigan, Barsalona, Porto. Gockel, Palmer, Yempuku, 
Chapman; 
Substitutes: Liverpool. Haney, Meyer, Belsterling. 

Rice (8-31): Erkel, Conn, Schugart, Edwards, Taylor, 
B. Martin, Robbins, Ostendorf, Wong, Jaggers. C. 
Martin; 
Substitutes: Scott, Petric. 

Goals: Edwards (9) Porto (1), Wong (3). 
Assists: Haney, C. Martin. 
Cautions: None. 
Ejections: None. 

Final Stats 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 4 7 6 

VOLLEYBALL 

UAB Rice 
14 12 
8 5 
3 7 
7 7 
9 14 
4 0 

RICE 3 UAB 0 

3 0 

2 4 

Rice UAB 
55 46 
2 1 25 
156 151 
.218 .139 
48 44 
6 2 
67 69 
14.0 5.0 

Oct. 21, 2007 — Birmingham, Ala. 

Rice 30 
UAB 2 1 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Bogan 17, Boulavsky 14, Dennemann 9 
UAB — Domingos 12, Dent 1 1 

Assists 
Rice — Schamun 4 1 
UAB — Stefanov 43 

Digs 
Rice — Lam 18, Morgan 18. McClean 13 
UAB — Galvin 20, Vojovic 1 1 

Attendance — 210 

RICE 0 MEMPHIS 3 
Oct. 19, 2007 — Memphis, Tenn. 

Rice 21 23 28 
Memphis 30 30 30 

Final Stats Rice 
Kills 32 
Errors 30 
Attempts 99 
Attack Percentage .020 
Assists 28 
Service Aces 6 
Digs 28 
Blocks 4.0 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Bogan 12 
UAB —Burton 12 

Assists 
Rice — Schamun 22 
UAB — Cote 38 

Digs 
Rice — Lam 9. Holderness 8 
UAB — Bach 12. Bury 10 

Attendance — 245 

TULANE 3 RICE 1 

Memphis 
46 
17 
97 
.299 
4 1 
5 
31 
13.5 

3 0 3 0 

3 2 2 8 

Tulane Rice 
73 64 
22 28 
192 205 
.266 .276 
68 62 
4 5 
100 85 
10.0 8.0 

Oct. 14, 2007 — Fox Gym 

Tulane 3 0 3 0 

Rice 2 8 18 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Tulane — Radosevlc 19, Wells 19, Rebrovic 18 
Rice — Bogan 19, McClean 17, Holderness 16 

Assists 
Tulane — Rebrovic 33, Lindelow 29 
Rice — Schamun 53 

Digs 
Tulane — Miller 30 . Lindelow 14. Radosevic 13 
Rice — Lam 27. Schamun 15, Holderness 15 

Attendance — 178 

UTEP PRICE 3 

2 9 

3 1 

UTEP Rice 
38 5 1 
25 13 
146 132 
.089 .288 
34 48 
5 7 
58 72 
4 0 10.0 

Oct. 12. 2007 — Fox Gym 

UTEP 17 21 
Rice 30 30 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
UTEP — Sanders 14. McAnelly 9 
Rice — Holderness 12, Bogan 12, Gill 1 1 

Assists 
UTEP — Jarmoc 27 
Rice — Schamun 43 

Digs 
UTEP — Murphy 14, Chavez 13 
Rice — Holderness 20, Lam 12, Dennemann 10 

Attendance — 274 

These boxscores brought to you by: Mrs Ryan rules 
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CALENDAR 
oct. 26-nov. 2 

FRIDAY 

FRIDAY 2 6 
SUNDAY 

Free music. 
KTRU is hosting one of its 
trademark Free Concerts 
outside Valhalla, 6 - 9 p.m. 
The co Free Radicals and 
The Television Skies. 

The 17th Street 
Even if you missed RPC's 
cheap Avenue Q tickets, you 
can still go. T h e puppet play 
will be showing at the Hobby 
Cen te r t h r o u g h Nov. 4 and 
t ickets s tar t at $23 for gal lery 
seat ing. (Saturday mat inees 
were the bes t deal I found.) 

Bookwormed 

Friends of Fondren Library is 
hosting a book sale today in 
the RMC's Grand Hall, 
10 a .m.-6 p.m. Paperbacks: 
50 cents. Hardbacks: $2. 
Other library-like stuff (i.e. 
maybe DVDs of the History 
Channel, 1 don't know), will be 
on sale for various prices. 

2& 
WS%W 

SATURDAY 

NOD by NODwest 

Tha t ' s right. Wiess College 's 
36th annual Night of Deca-
dence kicks off at 9 p.m. This 
is the night when Wiessmen 
show us that just because 
they have the same O-Week 
t h e m e every year and don't do 
Beer Bike sh i r t s don't mean 
that they ' re not cool. So get 
your Robin Hood on and have 
a "Night in NODingham." 

Or Not 

But if NOD isn't your style, 
the re are o ther options. Sid 
Rich usually hos ts NOI (Night 
of Innocence) , but this year 
1 can't find evidence of its 
exis tence. It's pretty awe-
some (read: PJs, cookies, and 
Disney movies). And 
Gymania ("Ecstasy has a 
name") for those who want 
to burn some calories with 
their c lo thes on. Gymania 
s ta r t s at 10 p.m. and r u n s till 
2 a.m. Night of Innocence is 
in some ne the r realm where 
no information about it exists, 
but it 's somet ime while NOD 
is go ing on. 

Miller Nlte 
Miller Outdoor Theatre shows 
KPFT 90.1's Fall Concert, with 
music capturing Houston's 
cultural diversity. H i e show 
starts at 4 p.m. Featured bands 
include Mixteco Ballet Folkrico, 
Dimension Hidaluense, Colec-
tivo Madretierra and Son de 
Mexico. 

WEDNESDAY 

All Hallows' Eve / Nudity 

Technically, nudity refers to 
artistic or aesthetic lack of 
clothing, but I think that we 
can agree "nakedness" is an 
awkward word. Either way, 
unclothed people will be about 
tonight. Don't worry, they don't 
want your candy, just your eyes' 
virginity and your windows' 
cleanliness. Small prices to 
ask for freezing themselves all 
night. But if you would stand 
and fight, make a name for 
yourself in the annals of Rice 
history, well... good luck, I 
guess, (p.s. You're going to be 
outnumbered.) 

THURSDAY 

Run , run! 

The fourth annual Rice Owls 
5k Fun Run/Walk starts at 
6 p.m. at the Bike Track in 
Greenbriar Lot. Registration is 
f ree for Rice students, faculty 
and staff; just make sure to 
bring your ID when you pick 
up your stuff before the race. 
[For those not metrically 
inclined: 5k = (5 kilometers) x 
(.621371192) miles per kilome-
ter = 3.1 miles = approximately 
1 Outer Loop.] 

In Willy We Trust 

For everyone who's ever want-
ed to see that movie, The Trust, 
about how our founder was 
MURDERED, but didn't want 
to pay $20 in the bookstore, 
listen up. The Trust will be 
screening tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
in O'Connor House. Writer 
and director Doug Kilgore 
(*69) will be there to answer 
your questions, also. Score! 

Come to the Rice University 
Law School Fair! 

Come meet and ask questions of representa-

tives from prestigious law schools from around 

the country. This year's participants include 

Duke University, Cornell, 

Stanford, Columbia, Boston College, New York 

University, Baylor and many more! 

Tuesday, October 30r 2007 
11:00am - 3:00pm 

Ley Student Center - Farnsworth 

Open to all interested students. 
Admission is free. 

Sponsored by 
Student Judicial Programs and Legalese 

2 
Come Home! 

Rice Homecoming and Reunion 
2007 starts today! Yay. There 
are too many things to put in 
here. For more info, go to 
www.ruf.rice.edu/~events/ 
homecoming/index.html. Seri-
ously. Check it out. 

'Nuts! 
Hanszen College Theater 's fall 
production of You're a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown opens 
tonight in the Hanszen Com-
mons at 8 p.m. That means put 
away your kite and football for a 
night and sit down. If you can't 
make it, the show will play Sat-
urday at 7 p.m. and next Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m. 

Last call. 

Today is the last day for you to 
designate a course as "Pass/ 
Fail" for the Fall Semester. Just 
go onto ESTHER, print out 
the special registration form 
and turn it in before 5 p.m. No 
teacher or advisor signatures 
required. And the best part: if 
you pull an A anyways, you can 
"take o f f ' the Pass and get the 
GPA points. Totally tubular. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher. MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 

space available basis. 
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^Jhe Broadway Musical 
WINNER! BEST MUSICA 
m ' f 0 0 4 TONY AWARD8 

STUDENTS WITH VALID STUDENT ID RECEIVE A SO% 'DISCOUNT! 
Purchase the day of the performance at the Hobby Center Box Office. 

'Available for all performances except Friday and Saturday Evening. All price levels 

OCT. 23-NOV. 4 • HOBBY CENTER 
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com 

SIH; or call: 7 1 3 - 6 2 9 - 3 7 0 0 
m 

BROADWAy ACROSS AMERICA 
HOUSTON 

HOUSTON CHRONICLE 
Ou* to the nature of I've entertainment datei timei. prices, shows, actors venues and on sales are subject to chonoe without notice Ail ticke" subject to convenience charges 

AVENUEQ.COM 
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY ROBERT lOPEi A JEFF MARX BOOK BY JEFF WHtTTY BASED ON AN ORIGINAL CONCEPT BY ROBOT LOPSt t JEFF MARX DIRECTED BY JASON MOORE 

Original Broadway Cast Recording Available on Masterworks Broadway. 

AVENUE 0 MAS NOT BEEN AUTMORUED OR APPROVED M ANY MANNER? BY THE JW HEWSON COMPANY OR SESAME WORKSHOP WWCH HAVE NO RESPOMSWIITY FOR ITS CONTENT 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~events/
mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
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One of the benefits of working for a newspaper is that companies are always sending us shwag to try to 
get us to write about them. One of the best was a big box of condoms from Trojan. So in honor of NOD, 
we used them to make a diorama of Wiess College. See, strip of orange condoms is the servery, the one 
grey condom is the trampoline, and the boxes are the college building. I give it an A+ 

Ostdiek, RUPD officers yet again forced to attend NOD for their jobs 
As part of their job requirements 

to ensure student safety and regulate 
the alcohol policy, Dean of Judicial 
Affairs Don Ostdiek and various 
Rice University Police Department 
officers were forced yet again to 
attend Wiess College's Night of 
Decadence party. 

Standing outside the Wiess com-
mons late Saturday night, the lights 
from the dance floor shone in the face 
of an obviously weary Ostdiek. 

"Every year I wait on campus to 
ensure everyone gets to bed safely," 
Ostdiek said with a sigh, while two 
half-naked freshman girls started 
making out behind him. "I'm glad 

that students enjoy themselves, but I'd 
really rather just be at home, Conan 
O'Brian should be on." 

Despite his own desires, Ostdiek 
explained that he had to come to 
NOD. 

"I have to show that the adminis-
tration supports the alcohol policy," 
Ostdiek said as a staggeringly drunk 
Lovett junior began to feel up some 
chick from his chemistry class. "And 
NOD is the best expression of that 
policy. But I would be lying if I said 
I wouldn't rather spend the evening 
with my wife and kids." 

Ostdiek then let out a big yawn, 
leaving to get some coffee while 

avoiding a pack of male students 
gawking at a girl in a sheer body-
suit. 

RUPD officers express a similar 
sentiment. Staring down at the dance 
floor, Officer Anderson rested his 
head in his hands, obviously bored. 

"Tonight is usually my poker 
night," he said while two and a half 
couples were having sex in the light 
box. "I know that I need to be here 
to help with safety, but after a while 
it just gets monotonous." 

He looked at his watch and rolled 
his eyes. 

"Oh boy, another two hours to 
go." 

Just then two football players be-
gan to grind with a Mar tel sophomore 
while giving each other high-fives. 

But Anderson was not the only 
officer with his eyes half-shut. 

Leaning against the drawbridge at 
the entrance to the Wiess Acabowl, 
Officer Alvarado attempted to stay 
alert. 

"You have no idea how much I 
could use a good Earl Grey tea about 
now," Alvarado said as a Baker senior 
removed her bra to flash people walk-
ing to get in to NOD. 

"This is way past my bedtime. 
By now I'm usually half-way into a 
good book, or half-way into a good 

dream." 
The Baker senior who removed 

her bra was now joined by a male 
friend who was covered only by a 
Medieval themed thong. 

As the night grew to a close, Ost-
diek seemed most relieved that the 
event had ended. 

"Another year, another NOD," 
he added with a sigh, as a Will Rice 
junior ran up to him, lifting her shirt 
while yelling "Hey Ostdiek, get a load 
of these!" 

Ostdiek let out yet another sigh. 

The Backpage is satire and is written 
by Evan Mintz 
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CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

DESPERATELY SEEKING a Fabulous 
Assistant to help me with bookkeeping 
(data entry), organizing and reduce the 
stress in my life. Please call Jenni at 
713-385-7963. Owner of Jenni's Noodle 
House so you can eat great meals while 
working. 

BONIUK CENTER W E B S I T E / 
Product ion Assistant: Work 10 
hours a week updating Center ' s 
website/assisting in the production 
of bimonthly radio program/podcast. 
Requires proficiency in Mac and PC, 
particularly in Garageband software. 
$10/hr. Contact bjsmith@rice.edu or 
713-348-4536 

Halo Tournament 
Continues 

Tuesday iLovettl 

Monday [Jon 
KTRU Rub Night ""~"1 

ria\^ 
Wednesday [Marten 

HalloweenVTrivia 

DmteiSuertos 
Starting @| 

Willy® ¥ m t — I D ! * at 

Phil's PhridayOTpm 
OCs Comin 

k t r u 91*7fin 
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[BARTENDING! $250/ DAY Potential. 
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. 800-9656520. 

GEOMETRY AND BIOLOGYTUTOR-
ING help needed at least 2 nights a 
week for 9th grade boy who loves 
sports. Prefer freshman. Home about 
1.5 m from university. 713-540-0987. 

RICE VILIAGE OFFICE is taking appli-
cations for a part-time office assistant. 
Flexible hours to fit your schedule. 
$10/hour. Please send your resume 
or contact information in confidence 
to: LVS@charternotes.com. 

BOOSTER JUICE @ West U is now 
hiring happy smoothie makers for our 
new store! If you are an upbeat team 
player who realizes the importance of 
a healthy lifestyle, we want you to work 
for us! Call Valerie for your interview 
at 713-569-9215. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING2, 
a private tutorial service, needs part-
time tutors in Mathematics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, French, Spanish, 
English, Economics, and Finance. Flex-
ible hours. Excellent pay. No house 
calls. Office located close to campus. 
713-528-7085. 

BUTLER WANTED FOR Rice stu-
dents living in Hanzen 80s. Must be 
proficient in cooking and providing late 
night transportation to Taco Cabana. 
Competitive pay! Nice perks and op-
portunity to work with Great Men. Call 
Thomas at 480-612-4583. 

WORKFLEXIBLEHOURSatafun, re-
warding job! Private Montessori school 
in the museum district seeks part-time 
and full-time help. Children range in 
age from infant to upper elementary. 
Contact Tara at 713-520-0738. 

POSITION AVAILABLE. American 
husband, wife and 3 year old son seek 
mature, highly responsible female for 
live-in, full time, long-term nanny/ 
house manager. Candidates must 
speak/write fluent Mandarin Chinese 
and some English. Substantial Annual 
Salary, Health Insurance, Retirement 
Plan. All living accommodations and 
dining. New car provided. Travel. Appli-
cants submit resume to alexandjane@ 
houston.rr.com. 

PART-TIME/HO LI DAY HELP vil-
lage Greenery & Flowers. Corner of 
University and Greenbriar. Apply in 
person. 

RECREATIONAL DANCING from 
Around the World. In Houston since 
1974!!! Walking distance from Rice! No 
experience necessary! Rice Students 
and faculty welcome! Every Friday 
Night! 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m.„ 5200 Fan-
nin at Southmore. $4.00. First time is 
FREE!!! Visit: www.folkdancers.org. 

SHEPHERD SCHOOL STUDENTS: 
fun, rewarding job with an elementary 
school program teaching music to 
children ages 6 to 12 part-time. Contact 
Tara 713-520-0738. 

HOUSING 

HOUSE FOR SALE. Braeswood Place 
UA 65ft x 125ft house. 1920 Sq.ft. 3BR 
2BA 2 car garage plus qtrs. 4mi to Rice. 
New streets drainage. 2 new schools. 
Cash only. Alum 713-665-8703. 

BIKE TO RICE! 1301 Richmond Ave. 
near Montrose Blvd. Updated one 
bedroom apt. Hardwood floors, central 
air and heat, on-site laundry. Limited 
access gates, pool, assigned off-street 
parking. Available late October. $600 
with lease and deposit. Call Andover 
at 713-524-3344. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

RECYCLE THE THRESHER! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
71 -105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:bjsmith@rice.edu
mailto:LVS@charternotes.com
http://www.folkdancers.org

