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calendar could 
shorten final 
exam period 

by Jocelyn Wright 
THRESHER ED1TORIA1. STAFF 

A longer winter break and shorter final 
exam periods could come as early as the 
2008-'09 academic year as part of plans to 
rework the academic calendar. 

Driven by the concern that the current 
spring calendar led to discrepancies in grading 
criteria for seniors and non-seniors, Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology Professor Evan Sie-
mann is working with Registrar David Tenney 
(Sid '87) and Associate Dean of Architecture 
John Casbarian to create a new academic. 
Siemann's calendar plan was created without 
student input and were presented to students 
for the first time at the Student Association 
meeting Monday. 

'Hie 2(X)8-'()9 calendar should be finalized by 
Nov. 14. Siemann said the Faculty Senate islikely 
to vote on the final calendar at this time before 
sending it to the administration for approval. 

Changes to the calendar would be most 
noticeable in the spring semester. The spring 
calendar has always had separate exam days 
for seniors and non-seniors, which Siemann 
said can lead to differences in grading criteria 
for the two groups. 

Since professors must assign grades to se-
niors before non-seniors have taken the final, 
Siemann said they sometimes use different 
grading standards for seniors and non-seniors 
or fix a curve based on senior grades only, 
which can cause a higher inter-year variance 
in grades. 

Siemann, Tenney and Casbarian have cur-
rently proposed two solutions to this problem, 
both of which involve reducing the number of 
exam days. 'Hie current calendar has seven 
exam days in the fall and 10 in the spring. In 
order for a reduction of exam days to be feasible, 
Siemann said an Honor Code rule that prevents 
students from taking more than two exams 
every two days would need to be changed. 

"No other university has a rule like this," 
Siemann said. 

One proposed calendar for the fall '08 would 
reduce fall exam days to five, which would ex-
tend winter break by four days. In spring '09, the 
mid-term recess would be eliminated to allow 
for a common three-day study period day and 
five-day final exam period for all students. 

Senators and students at the Student Asso-
ciation meeting were not pleased with plans to 
eliminate the spring mid-term recess. 

"It comes after a long portion of the semes-
ter and a very stressful time of the year," SA 
Director of Communication Stephen Rooke 
said. "It's a great opportunity for seniors to get 
caught up on work. It's an opportunity to really 
take a break." 

Brown College sophomore Peter Steffensen 
said the break was especially important to Rice 
students since they do not get the two week-
long spring break that students at many other 
colleges do. 

see EXAMS, page 7 
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Getting more with your coffee 
Audiences look on at Black Gold, a documentary/expose on the coffee production industry, Wednesday night in the RMC's Farnsworth Pavilion. 
The showing was sponsored by Rice Coffeehouse as a part of their Fair Trade month activites. 

Concrete presents continuing construction delays 
by Catherine Bratic 

FOR THE THRESHER 

As the saying goes for campus construction, 
"Do it for Rice, do it twice." But for the water-
permeable sidewalk near Hanszen College, it 
seems like the third time will be the charm, 
as the cracking sidewalk is being rebuilt yet 
again. The sidewalk is expected to be open to 
students next weekend. 

Max Amery, Senior Project Manager 
for Facilities, Engineering and Planning, 
ordered Barziza Concrete contractors to 
replace the concrete again because he was 
unhappy with its poor quality and is turning 
to a new concrete supplier to redo the work. 
Brent Mattinson, vice president of Barziza 
Concrete, said the original supplier, Cemex, 
twice failed to produce quality material. 

In the first two pours, theconcrete had already 
partially hardened by the time it arrived at Rice, 
compromising construction of the sidewalk. 

Mattinson said the lifespan of wet permeable 
concrete is about 40 minutes. After that time, the 
material dries and becomes unusable. 

Dining the first and second pours, the mate-
rial Cemex provided was already d riedand could 
not be removed from the trucks. However, after 
a one-week delay, Custom-C rete was contracted 

to provide the concrete for approximately seven 
yards of the re-poured walkway. 

Custom-Crete will be working with Barziza 
in the upcoming re-pour. 

Mattinson said the new supplier would be 
more successful because its concrete is mixed 
on- site in a volumized mixer, eliminating 20 

See DELAY, page 12 
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Construction crews work to remove concrete from the water-permeable sidewalk near Hanszen College. 
For the third time this year, the sidewalk will be rebuilt because of reported cracks in the concrete 

INSIDE 

7 quit!' 
The Thresher design staff wants bet-

ter hours, better pay! (Health insurance 
benefits would be nice too, while we're at 
it.) As consolation we will be takingabreak 
this upcoming week for Midterm Break. 
Keep an eye out for the next issue of the 
Thresher to be distributed Oct. 26. Hope 
you enjoy the time off and stay safe this 
weekend. Classes normally held Monday 
will meet next Wednesday, and Wednesday 
classes are cancelled. 

Here comes the 'rents! 
If you didn't get enough of the rents over 

Midterm Break, make sure to prompt them to 
come visit next weekend for a number of events 
for Families Weekend scheduled the evening of 
Thursday, Oct IX through Sunday, Oct 21. 

If it ain 'tgot that swing... 
Drop by Baker next Friday for a taste of the 

blues and why not bring your p;irents and show 
them what college parties are all about. 

OPINION Page 3 
Meditation Mondays: worst pub ever 

A&E Page 14 
Sean Penn in to the wild feature 

Scoreboard 

SPORTS 
Owls eat Cougars 

Page 16 

Soccer 
Rice 2, Texas 0 
Volleyball 
SMU 3, Rice 1 
Tulsa 3, Rice 0 

was only taking 15 hours, and a lot of people 
take a heavier course load, so I don't think it's 
going to be feasible to get away with five days 
of exams." 
— Wiess College President Jon Harris Maurer 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Sunny, 64-85 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 65-86 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly Cloudy. 70-86 degrees 
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the Rice Thresher 

Calendar conversation 
It may be cliche at this point, but the theme of recent campus develop-

ment has been conversation. If there are going to be major changes at 
Rice — whether new buildings, new students or new policy — students, 
faculty, administrators and everyone affected need to discuss the issues 
and find a solution agreeable to all parties. Which is why we are very disap-
pointed with the calendar that Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Professor 
Evan Siemann, who has been spearheading calendar changes, presented 
to the Student Association last Monday (see story, page 1). His dismissive 
attitude toward student concerns bordered on insulting and the proposed 
calendar changes seemed specified to fix a few unimportant issues with no 
regard for effects potentially detrimental towards students. 

The calendar certainly needs a change, and we recognize the current 
proposal is nowhere near permanent. But considering that students are 
the group most affected by the academic calendar, we feel that student 
concerns should be taken very seriously. With that in mind, we would like 
to comment directly on some of the proposed changes and propose our 
own calendar. 

Concerning seniors 
One of the key issues Siemann addressed was the fact that graduating 

seniors have different exam dates than other students. Siemann stated that 
this was a problem because it meant seniors in a class could potentially 
be graded on a different curve than their peers. We do not view this as a 
problem nor do we see any reason why it should be changed. 

We assume that professors can use their own judgment to standardize 
grades. If seniors receive higher grades because of a scheduling discrep-
ancy, which Siemann said was the usual problem, then so be it. They have 
worked hard enough and probably deserve some eased treatment in their 
final semester. 

The actual reason behind senior final-date discrepancy, however, seems 
rather silly. According to the Faculty Senate constitution, students have to 
be officially approved before graduation. This means that there has to be 
a significant gap between the end of senior finals and commencement. We 
find this rule to be an unnecessary relic — the only people who benefit from 
the cum laude announcement at commencement are overachieving parents. 
Besides, the growing student body will probably make this rule impossible 
to follow in a few years, as the senior class will become too large for the 
registrar's office to approve in time for commencement. 

The required gap is needless regulation that takes up time on the calen-
dar. In fact, the proposed plan to synchronize senior finals by pushing finals 
back by a week reduces the number of days that could be added to winter 
break or test days. On the other hand, if the rule were changed, senior 
finals could be synchronized by moving them later, actually increasing the 
number of days that could be applied to breaks or finals. 

Concerning finals 
Ideally, the faculty would show their support for the Honor Code and 

eliminate all scheduled exams in favor of take-home exams. We have encour-
aged this plan before, arguing that it would grant students the flexibility to 
set their own schedule while circumventing any problems concerning room 
space ("Exam proposal snubs students," Dec. 3, 2004). 

However, if professors do not believe in the Honor Code, then the finals 
period should still work for students. We recognize that room space gets 
tight during finals, but eliminating the rule that set a maximum of two finals 
per two days is unacceptable. Students need time to study and to recover 
between exams. We feel it is very possible to maintain the number of exam 
days while keeping the two exam per two days rule, even with the expand-
ing student body — especially given the elimination of the limited seating 
rule for finals seating. 

Concerning faculty 
When explaining the reasons behind the calendar changes, Siemann 

expressed a desire to match Rice's calendar with that of Houston public 
schools so that faculty would have the same breaks as their children. While 
we sympathize with family issues, being a professor is a job. Doctors, law-
yers and managers all seem to deal with not having the same vacations as 
their children — or not having any vacations at all. Faculty should look at 
the calendar primarily as it affects campus issues. And if starting classes 
earlier or ending later can fix calendar problems, then the faculty should 
fully embrace such a plan. 

The overall problem with the current proposed calendar stems from the 
fact that — Registrar David Tenney (Sid '87) excluded — the professors 
drawing up the calendar seem to have very little insight into students' con-
cerns. In this light, college masters are the faculty best suited to head up 
calendar changes. Masters are familiar with both worlds and would be able 
to bridge the gap between the needs of faculty and students. We know that 
masters are very busy and probably do not have time to attend all Faculty 
Senate and committee meetings, but we believe that they would be the best 
professors for the job. 

Thresher's calendar 
For our proposed 2008-'09 calendar, classes would start on Aug. 24, with 

Dec. 6 through Dec. 8 as study days and exams ending Dec. 15, granting 
three study days and seven exam days. Finals would remain the same, with 
the "two finals for every two days" rule enforced. 

For the spring calendar, classes would start on Jan. 7. The long spring 
break would remain the same, with the shorter one moved to after Beer-
Bike weekend. Study days would be from April 25 through April 28 and 
exams would end May 6, with commencement remaining on May 9. This 
calendar would extend winter break to a proper length while maintaining 
the current finals arrangement, spring breaks and other holidays. All that 
professors need to do is eliminate the antiquated rule that seniors must be 
directly approved by faculty before commencement — a rule that many 
other universities have already abandoned. 

This plan would create more break time for students and professors 
alike, give the registrar's office more flexibility at the end of the year, and 
synchronize senior examinations with the rest of campus. We hope the 
faculty will consider it. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

'80s fallout shows 
need for conversation 
To the editor: 

I reread Julia Lukomnik's col-
umn ("Sid socials overlook Jewish 
students," Sept. 21, 2007) and the 
accompanying Thresher editorial 
("Socials: Party on Purim," Sept. 
21) in view of a sarcastic letter by 
Mithun Mansinghani ("Parties must 
yield to all religions," Sept. 28,2007) 
and an angry response by Daniel 
Abrahamson ("Anger at party date 
pretentious, unfair," Oct. 5, 2007). 

Lukomnik and the Thresher edi-
tors simply asked for religious and 
cultural sensitivity in the scheduling 
of parties. Mansinghani mocked 
this idea by taking it to an absurd 
extreme. Abrahamson lashed out 
against Lukomnik and the Thresher 
editors for daring to suggest any 
accommodation to Jewish stu-
dents on Yom Kippur. Phrases like 
"pious sense of entitlement" and 
"overblown persecution complex" 
reflect the tone of this letter. The 
message I got was that members of 
minority religious "sects" like Jews 
and Muslims had better keep quiet 
and stay in their place. I grew up 
in the South 50 years ago and recall 
vividly how this same message was 
conveyed to any blacks or J ews who 
were getting "uppity." 

A decade ago (Nov. 21, 1997), 
the Thresher innocently published 
an advertisement by Holocaust 
deniers. The editors and others in 
the Rice community did not initially 
understand why the advertisement 
was so offensive, and the ensuing 
discussion was edifying. Perhaps 
the recent offensive letters can have 
a similar positive effect. 

Bill Wilson 
Biochemistry and Cell Biology 

Research Scientist 

Red Cross column 
missing information 
To the editor: 

I just read your column by Brett 
Snider in a news brief prepared by 
America's Blood Centers, a coopera-
tive professional association created 
by almost all of the blood centers in 
the United States ("Red Cross blood 
drives homophobic," Sept. 28,2(X)7). 
I am employed by a blood center in 
Louisiana in the area of compliance 
and regulatory affairs and feel that 
I have some knowledge to speak to 
Snider's comments. I am very disap-
pointed that some of the comments 
he made are simply wrong. 

The most grievous error is to 
attribute the deferral of homosexual 
men to the Red Cross or to Gulf Coast 
Blood Center. This is a regulation that 
has been implemented by the FDA 
As a matter of fact, the blood centers 
represented by ABC and the Red Cross 
both petitioned the FDA to remove 
that requirement this year. Hie FDA 
specifically refused and gave their 
rationale in a guidance document that 
can be found on the FDA Web site. 

Another senous error in his com-
ments is with the statement that an 
intravenous drug user can give in a 
year The actual regulation states that 
anyone who took any drug by needle 
that was not prescribed by a physi-
cian is permanently deferred. 

Although he didn't mention it, 
probably because it wouldn't sup-

port his argument, the blood centers 
have been most affected by the CJD 
deferrals (mad cow disease). In this 
case, anyone who traveled to Europe 
and stayed for various amounts of 
time are also permanently deferred. 
This is for a disease that might be 
transmitted by blood as opposed 
to HIV, that is certainly transmitted 
by blood. 

'Hie whole thing boils down to the 
patient who is to receive the blood. 
The FDA has mandated, correctly I 
think, that the patient has a right to 
receive blood that is as risk-free as pos-
sible, but no one has a constitutional 
right to donate blood. Blood donation 
is supposed to be for the patients, and 
it is not the time nor the place to make 
a social statement. 

Emmett Jones 

Course evals fail to 
include department 
To the editor: 

While perusing through the paper 
today, I noticed that the CAAM (Com-
putational and Applied M at hematics) 
department was left out entirely 
from the Course Evaluation sec-
tion of last issue ("Course Evals 2," 
Sept. 28, 2007). 

1 am not sure if this was an error 
in layout or if something was miss-
ing from the original information 
the Registrar provided. Either way, 
I wanted to bring my concerns to the 
involved parties' attention. 

Ivy Gonzalez 
CAAM Academic and 

Web Coordinator 

Evaluations helpful, 
require correction 
To the editor: 

I certainly endorse the effort by 
the Thresher to bring faculty evalua-
tions into the open. The evaluations 
are very useful for faculty as they 
allow us to make adjusUnents in the 
way we teach and the material we 
offer. Hopefully the evaluations will 
be helpful to students as well. 

With an undertaking this large, 
some errors creep in. In Political 
Science, the Thresher incorrectly 
reported that Professor Marschall 
taught POLI 395: Introduction to 
Statistics. She did not. The two sec-
tions of POLI 395 were taught by 
graduate students. 

Rick K. Wilson 
Political Science Chair 

Fondren Web site 
revamp earns praise 
To the editor: 

These letters are often, with 
reason, a forum for lambasting the 
University on issues in which it has 
failed. Every now and then, however, 
Rice deserves getting credit for what 
it has done well. I am proud to say 
that they finally got it right on the 
Fondren Library Web site. 

Those of you who have used the li-
brary — for research—will undoubt-
edly be aware of how frustrating 
and inadequate Fondren's Web site 
once was. It was difficult to navigate, 
poorly organized, slow and just plain 

ugly. Considering Rice's place as a 
premiere research university, this 
was a pitiable showing. 

But if you have not yet visited the 
site in the last few weeks, you are in 
for pleasant surprise. As the Th resher 
reported, Fondren's Web site has 
just received a major makeover. 
It is a whole new animal: logically 
organized and neatly displayed. 

That is not to say there are not 
further improvements to be made. In 
tlie world of Google, the Rice catalogue 
search engine is a broken relic of the 
past. More archived jour nals made digi-
tally available could not hurt either. 

But overall, the long-needed im-
provements are appreciable. Hats off 
to the Fondren staff, IT and the admin-
istration .Our days of researching will 
no longer be quite so frustrating. 

Dana Hoffman 
Will Rice junior 

FE&P committed to 
campus sustaimbilit)• 
To the editor: 

My sincere apology for not provid-
ing recycling containers as requested 
for the Sammy's Picnic ("SA urges 
students to support sustainability," 
Sept. 7, 2007). This was our first 
request for containers for an outdoor 
event and we did not have any. I have 
placed an initial order for ten contain-
ers to use at future events. 

Requests for recycling units at 
outdoor events should be made 
through our Facilities Service Cen-
ter. Please allow 48 hours for us to be 
sure we have the units available. 

FE&P is committed to sustain-
ability and I welcome input from our 
students and the Rice community. 

Eusebio Franco 
Director of Custodial and Grounds 
Facilities Engineering & Planning 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
m Let te rs to the edi tor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
bye-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
let ters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• le t ters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $60 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advert isements. 
Adver t i sements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please con-
tact our advertising man-
ager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Pub meant for football, not meditation 
As someone who has spent a lot 
of time in Willy's Pub over the last 
four years, I was truly disappointed 
when I rolled in last Monday to watch 
the second half of Monday 
Night Football, but was 
unable to do so. 

Pub is normally a great 
location for folks to have 
a beer and watch a game. 
But that night, Pub was 
silent, the music was off, 
the televisions were off, 
and the bar tender whis-
pered to take my order. 
A group of maybe ten 
people sat in a circle on 
the couches, not drinking 
or hanging out, but meditating. 

After a quarter or more of silent 
football, the leader of the meditation 
finally called it quits. 'Hie group filed 
out of Pub, giving me dirty looks as 
I watched the game. Hie entire time 
I was there, the only sales to justify 
the two bartenders working were 
the four or five beers my buddy and 
1 had. Meditation Monday, the new 
Monday (un) attraction, has taken the 
cake for worst Pub promotion ever. 

While Mondays are traditionally 
pretty quiet nights in the student center 
basement, people meditating in a circle 
is a little too quiet for Pub's sports bar 
atmosphere. Meditation is not a bad 

Lucas 
Marr 

bar at prime time. Managementhasits 
eyes closed, lost too deep in thought 
to realize what it has done. 

If the Pub managers want to draw 
in a crowd that will actually 
buy food or drinks, they 
need to open their eyes. 
During football season, 
Monday Night Football 
has the potential to make a 
big night for Pub business. 
Besides, there are plenty of 
other locations on campus 
where meditating would be 
more suitable. The library 
never closes and is already 
quiet. Meditate there, and 
you will not have to deal 

with assholes like me who just want 
to have a beer and watch a game. 

Had Pub management shot down 
the idea of Meditation Monday and 
created a Monday Night Football 
promotion instead, the activity and 
revenue in Pub on Mondays would 
surely grow. Pub would not have to 
give away free beer or slash prices, 
just advertise like they normally 
do for any other event. People all 
over campus watch Monday Night 
Football — why not bring them 
together, play up the rivalries and 
get fans excited? Pub needs to focus 
on getting people to use Pub as a 
pub. Do not turn it into a center for 

tiling at all, but it does not belong in a cosmic enlightenment. 

looking back on the successful 
promotions Pub has sponsored, I 
see Wednesday night trivia as a great 
example. It is interactive, fun and gets 
people excited to come out to Pub on 
a non-traditional night. A similar ap-
proach should be taken for all events 
at Pub, especially for Monday nights. 
Create a list of 20 over-unders as a 
competition, make a football squares 
grid or separate seating for each team's 
fans. If Pub does not want to put in that 
much effort, just turn on the televisions 
and let the music play—it will certainly 
be better than Meditation Monday. 

After football season, Pub should 
look for another promotion that will 
keep people excited about coming out. 
Basketball is coming soon. Pub should 
be used to its fullest potential and 
management needs to take advantage 
of sporting events. This does not mean 
there is no time for mediation or other 
quiet activities, but these should not be 
the focus of a night time promotion. 

If Pub managers continue to 
ignore the huge mistake they have 
approved for their Monday promo-
tion, you can be assured that this 
Pub Rat will not be there. And in the 
meantime, if you do go to meditate, 
show your support for Pub and please 
buy a beer. I usually buy three. 

Lucas Marr is a Lovett College 
senior. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Post modern judgment vs. Dada activism 
N e w s h e a d l i n e s have been all over 
the place lately, from Blackwater's 
killings to Britney Spears' kids. But 
for student journalism, four words 
have dominated the recent 
news cycle: "Taser This . . . 
Fuck Bush!" 

On Sept. 21, The Rocky 
Mountain Collegian, the 
Colorado State Univer-
sity's student newspaper, 
ran an editorial that simply 
read those four nonsensi-
cal words. The editorial 
came on the heels of the 
incident at the University 
of Florida where a student 
was tasered after barging 
to the head of the line at a ques-
tion and answer session with John 
Kerry, refusing to leave. And while 
I personally believe anyone who ut-
ters the phrase "don't tase me, bro," 
even ironically, deserves a good 
beating, the event did bring up the 
question of freedom of speech. 

The editorial was not meant as an 
attack on Bush, but merely to rouse 
students around the issue of the First 
Amendment. Indeed, if written two 
years from now, it probably would 
read "Fuck Obama." It was Dada 
ineaninglessness, an experiment in 
the First Amendment — an experi-
ment that blew up in the editor in 
chief's face as he was faced with 
threats of being forced off the news-
paper and even suspension while the 
self-funded newspaper lost $50,000 
in advertising revenue. 

Th i s exper iment tu rned out 
to be more like a Rorschach test, 
with administrators, students and 
political activists nation-wide giving 
their own views of what the editorial 
meant. They saw a specific meaning 
in the nonsense that was freedom of 
speech, and demanded response to 
the imposed meaning. 

It was like deja vu all over again. 
Over the summer, this same sort of 
event made it to the Supreme Court 
in Morse v. Frederick — also known 
as the Bong Hits 4 Jesus trial. In the 
case, an Alaskan high school student 
asserted that his First Amendment 
rights were violated when the school 
principal forced him to take down a 
banner stating "Bong Hits 4 Jesus." 
The student had erected the banner 
across from the school when classes 
were let out for the arrival of the 
200H Winter Olympic torch. 

Evan 
Mintz 

Whether or not the event was an 
official school activity is an arguable 
point. Nevertheless, judicial precedent 
states that students do not shed their 

constitutional rights at the 
schoolhouse gate. Schools 
do have the power, how-
ever, to prevent students 
from disrupting the school 
environment — say, by 
encouraging drug use in a 
mannerthat isnot protected 
political activism. 

But as the student ar-
gued, the sign was neither 
political nor encouraging 
drug use. It was Dadaist 
nonsense, an experiment 

in the First Amendment. Someone re-
ally should make MSDS guidelines for 
these experiments, as the Supreme 
Court overturned the Ninth Circuit 
Court and ruled that the student 
was not protected in the matter. The 
sign was essentially gibberish, and as 
Justice Souter put it, "just a kid's pro-
vocative statement." But in an ironic-
twist, self-proclaimed originalist Chief 
Justice John Roberts found meaning 
where the original author said there 
was none, insisting that the sign was 
"promoting illegal drug use." 

Both the Bong Hits and Fuck Bush 
cases were the equivalent of hanging 
a literary urinal on the wall and hav-
ing it called obscene. Both sayings 
were supposed to force people to 
think about the first amendment in 
an exploration of our constitutional 
freedoms. They had no actual mean-
ing, but in this post modern world 
everything has meaning, even Dada 
activism. But apparently, anything 
can be censored, even something that 
is not supposed to be anything. 

So what does this have to do with 
our own university? Recently, the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education lowered Rice's rating from 
Yellow to Red, claiming that Rice's 
policies violate and restrict freedom 
of speech. However, the rating seems 
off. During my time at the Thresher, I 
have wifiiessed—and been the cause 
of — several columns and Backpages 
that could easily be construed as 
violating Rice's policies prohibiting 
sexual harassment, unwelcome ob-
scenities and disruption of campus 
activities, all without any official 
repercussions. (Thank you.) 

Undeniably, the Rice administra-
tion has had censorship issues in the 

past, notably the Allison Fine scandal 
and KTRU shutdown. But while Rice 
is a private institution, its recent ad-
ministrators have made it clear that 
they do not want to have to police stu-
dent issues—it is not their job to hunt 
the obscene boogeymen that lurk on 
campus. Instead, students have to file 
complaints to start the process, with 
administrators merely acting as ves-
sels for students' desires. 

So the real question is whether stu-
dents push for censorship. Students 
certainly have pushed regulation to 
prevent the creation of a hostile cam-
pus — such as with Jones College's 
Hustle and Mo Week or Baker Col-
lege's What Would Jesus Brew—and 
sometimes deservedly so. But the line 
is hazy between creating a better cam-
pus and putting a clamp on student 
speech, especially considering the 
prospect of meaningless expression. 
So while administrators may be the 
primary target for attacks should a 
Dadaist expression on campus go 
misconstrued, remember, students 
are the ones must look at the urinal on 
the wall mid accuse it as obscene. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
senior and the Executive Editor. 

Guest column 

Foot-and-mouth disease part 
of larger global conspiracy 
What dangers lurk beyond the 
walls of our safely surveilled cities? 
Maybe it is a clan of redneck mass 
murderers or a pedophile hiding 
in the forest. Maybe you 
will freeze to death on a 
mountaintop or perish 
in a forest fire. I am 
sure the government 
would love for you to 
remain safe and sound 
and watched in the 
city, instead of risking 
your life — and risk 
running a red light not 
equipped with a surveil-
lance camera — out in 
the countryside. 

Horror movies and lost Boy 
Scouts on the news notwith standing, 
America has got nothing on Britain 
when it comes to rural disaster. 
After all, Britain has the wonderful 
horror known as foot-and-mouth 
disease — often called hoof-and-
mouth in the United States. 

I>et me say right here that foot-
and-mouth is not a faked epidemic. 
It is an old disease and it occurs 
across the globe. In some countries 
it is far more endemic than it is in 
Britain. But it does seem to have a 
massive effect on British govern-
ment which has nearly all of its four 
million-plus surveillance cameras 
aimed on Ixmdon streets. 

In 2001, an outbreak of foot-
and-mouth spread rapidly across 
England, Scotland and Wales, 
forcing a delay in parliamentary 
elections. The election delay was 
due to travel restrictions in rural 
areas, which are mandatory during 
foot-and-mouth epidemics. Large 
red signs posted along the highway 
warned drivers that they should 
not get out of their cars. Farm 
visits, horseback riding, hiking and 
other natural entertainments were 
temporarily abolished. 

What caused the outbreak?That 
is unknown, but earlier that year a 
vial containing the foot-and-mouth 
disease had been removed from a 
government lab, never to be seen 
again and presumed stolen. The 
government's line on the missing 
vial was that it was stolen by animal 
rightsactivists. Surely, they must be 
kidding. The last thing an animal 
rights activist would do is steal a 
biological weapon and use it to harm 
human and animal life. 

Morals aside, foot-and-mouth 
disease is a highly-dangerous 
biological agent. This vial in 
particular was stolen from a 
lab containing many extremely 
dangerous biological agents , 
and therefore was under military 
guard. We are now getting a 

lan 
Ragsdale 

little beyond the range of animal 
rights activists. Meanwhile, the 
whereabouts of this vial remain 
an unsolved mystery. 

In Aug. 2001 the Unit-
ed Kingdom government 
initiated three inquiries 
into the foot-and-mouth 
crisis. Although the r e 
ports were made public, 
the inquiries themselves 
took place entirely in 
private. The lack of a full 
public inquiry so angered 
fanners, business lead-
ers and media that they 
lodged an appeal to the 
High Court in response 

to the government's failure to hold 
such an inquiry. 

America has nothing 
on Britain when 
it comes to rural 

disaster. 

This summer, foot-and-mouth 
cameback.Theculprit? Again, itgoes 
back to a laboratory. Although the 
laboratory—the Institute for Animal 
Health — denies any responsibility 
for the outbreak, the strain of foot-
and-mouth was the same strain that 
was being stored in the lab. 

It might be hard to blame LAH 
for its shortcomings. Funding for 
the lab fell from £9.1 million to £7.6 
million between2004-'06. In the pa'jt 
five years, the lab has lost 22 per-
cent of its workers. las t year. 1AH 
wrote to Parliament that its equip-
ment was "in desperate need of 
investment." All this, even though 
a report from back in 2002 had 
already made serious criticisms of 
the state of the institute, which had 
prompted environment secretary 
Hilary Benn to state that the facili-
ties were being redeveloped. 

It is odd that a lab dealing with 
deadly biological elements was 
so shockingly under funded. It is 
also curious that the lab is located 
in the county of Surrey, one of 
the most popular destinations in 
Southern England for outdoor 
leisure activities. 

However, what is most curious 
is that Surrey borders the famous 
county ofLondon, where most of its 
tourists originate. So when foot-and-
mouth breaks out, Londoners have 
to stay home — and stay watched. 

Ian Ragsdale is Hanszen College 
senior. 
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Moving the community garden fro will help provide organic foods to students and serveries 

i 

Top: Student volunteers show their commitment and their handiwork at the Green Rice 
Community Garden planting outside Wiess College on Sunday. Oct. 7. Above: Wiess sophomore 
Joel Khan digs into a pile of dirt to fill the new 375-square foot space while other student volun-
teers help move the dirt in wheelbarrows. Right: Wiess sophomore Rachel Solnick puts some 
finishing touches on a soilbed in the new garden. (Photos by Ariel Shnitzer) 

EASY ON THE 

WORLD 
E A S Y O N Y O U R 

WALLET motor scooters 
H 

Full l ine of 5 0 c c 
and loOcc s c o o t e r s 

Clean and e f f ic ient 
4-stroke e n g i n e s 

100+ MPG 

Check the 
student special! 

*100 DISCOUNT ON ANY 
SCHWINN SCOOTER 

O N L Y A T 

South Houston, Texas- ? 

A N D 713-944-7951 
1210 College Avenue 
S. Houston, TX 77587 

www.gulfcoastmotorcycle.com 

*00 OF ACCESSORIES 
OR SERVICE 

by Lily Chun 
THRl'SHKK i niTORIAL STAFF 

Students can expect to find 
organic vegetables and herbs in 
their serveries from the Rice Com-
munity Garden as early as January. 
H i e groundbreaking event for the 
garden was held Sunday at thesouth-
west corner of Wiess College. 

But the community garden is 
nothing new to Rice. When it was 
created in 1999, the garden was 
located behind the Mudd labora-
tory in front of Hicks Kitchen. 
The garden had to be moved to a 
375-square-foot plot of land at Wi-
ess this year because the kitchen 
is undergoing renovations. 

'Hie community garden is being 
tended to primarily by students in 
BIOS 204: Environmental Sustain-
ability: Hie Design & Practice of 
Community Agriculture — a one-
credit hour class newly offered this 
semester. Students in the class are 
required to volunteer at the garden 
each week. 

Facul ty Club D i r ec to r Ann 
Swain — who teaches BIOS 204 
along with Ecology and Evolution-
ary Biology professor Jennifer 
Rudgers — said students in the 
class will learn basic elements of 
gardening design, soil types and 
composting systems. 

Swain s t a r t ed the F a r m e r ' s 
Market at Rice, which brings local 
farmers to the Rice campus every 
Tuesday. She said the Farmer 's 
Market helped her realize that Rice 
needed to grow its own organic 
produce, too. 

"I was so spoiled from eating 
things that literally had just come 
out of the ground," Swain said. 
"I thought, 'We need to do this 
ourselves, right here . ' So after 
that I got together with [Director 
of Sustainability] Richard Johnson 
and a couple other people, and it 
got started that way." 

Swain said she was surprised at 
the number of students who showed 
up to the first class of BIOS 204. 

"At the first meeting, we had 40 
kids there: a huge turnout," Swain 
said. "We weren't listed in any cata-
logues [like ESTHER], It was just 
word of mouth and on the Web." 

Jeremy Caves, who is co-student 
coordinator of the garden along with 
Wiess junior Roque Sanchez, said 
the club was popular during its first 
two years, but in recent years, there 
have been fewer volunteers. 

"Since I got involved my fresh-
man year, there haven't been a whole 
lot of active volunteers, maybe five,'' 
Caves, a Wiess junior, said. 

But Caves said he believes the 
decline in volunteers was due to 
poor advertising. 

Having more volunteers will 
allow garden volunteers to com-
municate with the serveries to find 
out what organic foods people want. 
Additionally, volunteers will be able 
to expand the garden to different 
parts of the campus. There are 
already plans to break ground for 
a 200-square-foot garden near Sid 
Richardson College. 

At the moment, carrots, onions, 
bok choy, charred lettuce, beets, ba-
sil and garlic are being grown in the 
garden. Caves said students recently 
discussed what other vegetables and 
herbs to grow in the garden. 

"Hopefully we'll plant within 
the week so by next semester, 
stuff should start appearing [in the 
serveries]," Caves said. "And it'll be 
a heck of a lot tastier." 

http://www.gulfcoastmotorcycle.com
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Design by 
LIANG LIU and YUEKAI SUN The days 

they are a-changm' 
Proposed changes to 2008-'09 
academic calendar 

Reporting in Monday's Student 
Association meeting, Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology Professor Evan 
Seimann represented the Faculty 
Senate proposing changes to the 
academic calendar that would affect 
the upcoming school year. Seimann 
reported on the current thinking 
of a faculty senate working group 
which includes Registrar David Ten-
ney and Architecture Professor John 
Casbarian. Proposed changes in-
cluded modifying final exam days and 
eliminating 'mini-spring break.' 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period of Sept. 21-28. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College Sept. 30 Consumption of Alcohol by a Minor 
Baker College Commons Oct. 5 Theft 
Wiess College Oct. 5 Student charged with public 

intoxication and referred to 
Judicial Affairs 

Academic Buildings 
Anderson Biology Oct. 1 Theft 
Fondren Library Oct. 4 Theft 
George R. Brown Hall Oct. 5 Theft 
Shepherd School Oct. 6 Theft 
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North Lot Annex Oct. 3 Failure to stop and give information 
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EXAMS 
From page 1 

"I think a lot of us look forward to all 
the three-day and four-day weekends 
we can get," Steffensen said. "A long 
span from break to break without any 
kind of short period where we can take 
a few days and relax might cause a few 
problems." 

An alternate spring '09 calendar 
would keep the spring break, shorten 
the study period and reduce Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday class instruc-
tional days by one. To accommodate 
the needs of architecture students, 
classes would end on a Friday. 

In both cases, dates for Orientation 
Week, commencement, the first day 
of classes, Martin Luther King Day, 
fall break and Thanksgiving would 
remain unchanged, although these 
dates would be more flexible in future 
calendars. 

'/ think a lot of us 
look forward to all the 
three-day and four-day 
weekends we can get. A 
long span from break to 
break without any kind 
of short period where 
we can take a few days 
and relax might cause a 
few problems.' 

Peter Steffensen, 
Brown College sophomore 

Since the major dates for the 
2008-'09 calendar— such as com-
mencement and O-Week—are already 
set, it would be difficult to make any 
majoradjustmentstothecalendar until 
fall '09, Siemann said. 

At the Student Association meeting 
where Siemann presented these op-
tions, senators and students stressed 
the importance of preserving a longer 
exam period. 

"My main concern is that a lot of 
this seems to be done without a lot of 
consideration of the mental health of 
students," Rooke, a Hanszen College 
senior, said. 

WiessCollege Presidentjon Harris 
Maurerrecalledaparticularly stressful 
final exam period where he had four 
exams on four consecutive days. 

"I was only taking 15 hours and a 
lot of people take a heavier course load, 
so 1 don't think it's going to be feasible 
to get away with five days of exams," 

Maurer said. "You could conceivably 
have two sets of 15-page papers [due 
in addition to the exams]." 

Steffensen said the longer exam 
period would make final exams even 
more stressful. 

"It's a period where everyone gets 
stressed out even with seven to ten 
days," he said. "Having gone through 
a couple of exam periods, I personally 
definitely enjoy having time between 
exams to gather myself and recuperate 
from the previous exam before I try 
to tackle another one." 

Some s tudents , like Hanszen 
sophomore Emma Bauer, did not think 
shortening the exam period would be 
problematic. 

"If it's going to extend winter break, 
why not?" she said. " I feel there's 
enough faculty respect for students 
that they will accommodate student 
needs with take-home exams and 
flexible due dates." 

At the SA meeting, Director of 
Elections Andrew Bowen suggested 
starting classes a week earlier in fall to 
lengthen winter break while keeping 
the longer exam period. 

Siemann said this would be dif-
ficult for professors with school-aged 
children, since the Houston Indepen-
dent School District must follow a law 
that public schools start on the fourth 
Monday in August. 

"If we moved Rice's calendar up, 
I would have to be here teaching a 
week before my kids have to get back 
in school," Siemann said. "We already 
get out before our kids and spring 
break never matches, so from a faculty 
perspective, starting earlier is bad." 

Further scheduling difficulties for 
the springcalendarcome from Section 
Five of the Faculty Senate Constitu-
tion, which requires the faculty to 
meet and approve the candidates for 
graduation on the day prior to spring 
commencement . This allows aca-
demic designations such as Summa 
Cum Ixiude or Magna Cum I^aude 
to be announced at commencement. 
Since the proposed spring calendars 
were designed with this in mind, they 
created a week-and-a-half-long gap 
between the end of classes and com-
mencement. Normally, commence-
ment takes place a couple of days after 
final exams finish. 

Jones College President Teddy 
Bucher said he did not like thischange 
to the calendar. 

"Having extra exam days is an 
incentive to stay a few extra days and 
see your friends graduate," Bucher, a 
senior, said. "If there was a week and 
a half [between final exams and com-
mencement ], a lot of people might not 
stay and would just go home." 

I l l 

AMERICA'S #7 SANDWICH DELIVERY! 

2 4 0 1 W . H 0 L C 0 M B E B L V D . 

7 1 3 . 7 4 1 . 0 6 0 0 

JIMMVJOHNS.COM 

1 

•a at t 
P J C f ; 

r>r f? 
R ! s \ W 

> 

— * 1 " f i i T ' ^ r 

You cannot pass 
TAYLOR JOHNSON/THHtSHER 

Barricades block the path between Hanszen College and College Way as construction workers continue their 
efforts to complete this section of walkway. The special semipermeable concrete that is being installed has 
presented numerous problems in the past weeks. (See story, page 1) 

* i w— i a f m n r— f " i - * 

NEW CAREER 
r- , '5 > P St??',Mr 

OPTIONS FOR 
SCIENCE STUDENTS! 

The Professional Science Master's offers 
cutting-edge science education, 

management skills, and work experience . . . 

... in less than 2 years. 

Choose from M.S. degrees in: 

Nanoscale Physics 
Subsurface Geoscience 

Environmental Analysis and Decision Making 

Get a master's degree focused on practical 
application instead of research. 

www.profms.rice.edu 

http://www.profms.rice.edu


8 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2007 

1 i — 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

Director of Technology J.D. Leonard announced that the Student 
Association Academics & Student Life Poll was posted and 
encouraged people to voice their opinions, particularly on the 
question dealing with propositions for new minors. 

/ V. 
I The Art Committee was formed and has seven members who are 

currently writing a proposal to paint construction fences. The 
committee will meet with the university curator to discuss when 
they can start painting. 

I The Commencement Speaker Committee will form shortly and 
will work with Assistant to the President Mark Davis to select 
someone for this spring. 

I Director of Communications Stephen Rooke and Brown College 
Senator Patrick McAnaney announced that there will be an anti-
Todd Graham T-shirt design contest for the Rice-Tulsa football 
game. Designs are due next Friday. 

I It was announced that Spirit Week will take place the week before 
Homecoming weekend which begins Friday, Nov. 2, and will have 
differently themed days: Monday will be pajama day, Tuesday will 
be twin day, Wednesday will be trick-or-treat day, Transvestite 
Thursday will follow and Friday will be Spirit Day. 

I It was also announced that a New Student Representa-
tive project will be starting an academic bowl competition 
between colleges. 

Linguistics Graduate Student Sarah Lee proposed an Objectivism 
Club for persons interested in studying Ayn Rand's philosophy. 
Approximately 40 students have expressed an interest in par-
ticipating in meetings, and six students are interested in being 
officers. In response to questions from senators, the club will 
not be affiliated with a larger national club and does not wish to 
be a part of the philosophy club because the club will focus on 
Ayn Rand. The club was approved. 

Baker College sophomore Bradley Houston was approved as the 
Gay Lesbian Bisexual and Transgender Representative. 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology professor Evan Siemann pre-
sented several proposals for a new academic calendar, (see 
story page 1) 

The SA will not meet next Monday. Voting on the SA Environmental 
Resolution will take place the following Monday, Oct. 22 at 10 p.m. 
in the Farnsworth Pavillion. 
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Sing like everyone's listening 
ARIEL SHNITZER/THRESHER 

Will Rice sophomore Kyle Clark sings with the Phils at the Spontaneous Combustion/Phils Extravaganza, last 
Friday in the Lovett Undergrounds. 
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Leebron presents State 
of the University address 

by Sarah Rutledge 
THKKSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

1 Xlarge 2-Topping Pizza 6 
four 20oz. Coca-Cola products 

« 

S 18.99 

In his annual State of the Univer-
sity Address Oct. 4, President David 
Leebron spoke about this year 's 
funding, faculty recrui tment and 
s tudent statistics. He emphasized 
his Vision for the Second Century 
to make Rice more nationally rec-
ognized by increasing the s tudent 
population and number of faculty. 

This year, Leebron said he plans 
to increase diversity, fundrais ing 
and visibility in addition to enhanc-
ing r e sea rch and creat ing a larger 
faculty with 51 tenure and tenure-
track recru i tments . 

L e e b r o n w a s u n a v a i l a b l e 
for comment . 

Leebron spoke first about the 
new faculty appoin tments . Last 
ycir , 22 m e m b e r s of the faculty 
res igned or retired, and this year 
33 new faculty m e m b e r s w e r e 
hired. Seven of these h i res are 
As ian /Pac i f i c Islander, up f rom 
five over t h e last fiscal year, one 
is African American, a decrease 
f rom the two hired last year, and 
25 are Caucasian. This year, there 
were no Hispanic m e m b e r s added 
to the faculty. 

The n u m b e r of Asian s tudents 
rose f rom 84 in 2000 to 171 last fall 

and 153 this year. T h e n u m b e r of 
African-American s tuden t s in the 
enter ing f r e shman class increased 
from 32 last fall to 58 this year. 

Total undergradua te enrollment 
this year is 3,002, up f rom 2,933 in 
2004, 2,988 in 2005 and 2,995 last 
fall. En te r ing f r e s h m e n n u m b e r 
742, compared to last fall's 713. 
This year, 235 f r e s h m e n entered 
the Engineer ing School and 205 
e n t e r e d t h e School of Natura l 
Sciences. 

Leebron pointed out that dur ing 
their t ime at Rice, some s tuden t s 
in the e n g i n e e r i n g and natural 
sc ience schoo l s c h a n g e ma jo r s 
and the n u m b e r of s tuden t s in the 
human i t i e s and social s c i ences 
schools increases . 

I n c r e a s i n g g r a d u a t e s tuden t 
enrol lment r emains a critical part 
of Leebron ' s agenda . T h i s year 
saw an 8.2 percent increase to 384 
enter ing g radua te s tudents . Of the 
enter ing gradua te s tudents , 57 per-
cent are science and engineer ing. 
International s tudent enrollment 
has also been on the rise since 
fall 2004. 

Hie Annual Fund h a s increased 
from $4.07 million in 2004 to $5.51 
million this year. Leebron plans to 
reach $8.2 million by the 2011 fiscal 

see STATE, page 12 

Valid only at Kirby location 
Delivery charges may apply 

(713)432-7272 
Expires 12/31/07 

LEEBRON'S VISION: RICE IN 2012 
Undergraduate enrollment/applications 
Fall 2007: 3,002 / 8,974 
2012 goal: 3 , 7 7 0 / 14,040 

Graduate enrollment 
Fall 2007: 3,035 
2011 goal: 3,510 
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"As an Associate, I helped 
Macquarie acquire 
Duquesne Light Holdings 
a $3.1 billion deal." 
Aditi 

At Macquarie, we offer exceptional opportunities to accelerate your career. A diversified 

international provider of investment banking and specialist financial services around the 

world, Macquarie is a forward-thinking, fast-growing organization. 

We are looking for talented and ambitious individuals who want to be part of our growth and 

accelerate their potential with speed and passion. When you join one of our business groups 

in the Americas—Investment Banking, Treasury and Commodities, Real Estate, Funds 

Management, Banking and Securitization, Equity Markets, Finance, Information Services 

or Risk Management—you'll encounter opportunities without limits. 

Join over 10,700 people worldwide who are part of Macquarie 

Visit us on campus at our Information Session: 
Monday, October 22, 2007 - 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
O'Conner House I R9om107 

www.macquarie.com/ 

FORWARD t h i nk ing 

http://www.macquarie.com/
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Wiess College offers first student-taught courses at Rice 

1 
n * 

by Joyce Yao 
THRESHKR STAFF 

The old saying goes that students 
learn the most from their peers. 
Wiess College has taken this idea to 
a whole new level, offering student-
taught college courses. The first of 
their kind at Rice, the three one-hour 
credit Wiess College courses offered 
this fall are Mathematics of Aesthetics, 
Zombies in Fiction and Film and The 
History of Jazz. 

The student teachers receive 
course practicum credit for teach-
ing the course. The courses are 
graded on the basis of satisfac-
tory/unsatisfactory, and do not 

contribute toward the fulfilling of 
university requirements. 

The courses were initially re-
stricted to Wiess students, but were 
opened up to the rest of campus 
after the first week of school, junior 
Patricia Ladd said. Currently, only 
Wiess students can propose courses, 
but there is a possibility that this 
program will be expanded to enable 
students from other colleges to teach, 
Wiess Master Mike Gustin said. How-
ever, expanding the program could 
present financial difficulties. 

"The committee [that mentors and 
selects student teachers] consists of 
people that volunteer to look at propos-
als," Gustin said. "Nobody is getting 

paid to do this, so sustaining a bigger 
program may get tricky." 

Gustin said other col leges 
should start their oarn student-
instructor programs if enough 
interest is generated. 

Gustin, who often has his under-
graduate biology students hold their 
own recitation and review sessions, 
said he saw student-taught courses as 
a good way for like-minded students 
to meet each other. 

"We had been looking to see activi-
ties within the college that promoted 
non-academic yet intellectual activities, 
as an alternative to parties," he said. 

The idea first came to Gustin 
when he discovered that the Univer-

The search for campus-wide Beer Bik^ 
coordinators has been reopened^ 

If you are interested in taking charge of Rice's biggest campus-wide activity, 

stop by the Student Activities Office to pick up an application. 

Applications are available today. Teams are encouraged to 
apply together. The deadline for submit t ing an application is 

Wednesday, October 24th by 5pm. 

Additional information can he obtained by contacting Heather Masden, 
Director of Student Activities, at x-4097 or hmasden@rice.edu 

Interviews will be scheduled upon receipt of application. 

sity of Virginia offers 10-15 student-
taught courses a semester. 

"I thought it was a great idea," 
Gustin said. "My impression is that 
undergraduates are amazing teach-
ers, and teaching is also a great way 
to learn." 

When Gustin proposed the idea 
at a Wiess cabinet meeting, students 
showed a lot of interest. Those 
who wished to teach a course were 
required to give a 15-minute presen-
tation to a committee of students and 
faculty members, present a syllabus 
and explain why they were interested 
in teaching. Students must have at-
tended Rice for at least one semester 
before proposing a course and must 
meet regularly with Gustin and a 
faculty sponsor. 

Matt Schumann, a sophomore 
who is teaching The History of Jazz, 
said he wanted to teach this course 
because he wanted to explain a 
genre of music he did not think many 
people understood. 

"I love jazz music, and I took the 
opportunity to be able to teach," 
Schumann said. "I wanted to impart 
the passion I have for jazz music to 
others, and to help others make a 
connection with the music." 

His class is mainly discussion-
oriented, focusing on short reading 
assignments about the history of jazz 
and the music that students listen to in 
class. Grades are based on participa-
tion, including attendance and in-class 
discussions, discussion papers and a 
short final paper. 

Wiess junior Sam Chang, who is in 
The History of Jazz, said he enjoyed 
the laid-back class atmosphere. 

'The workload is light, and the 
class is fun," Chang said. "All we do 
is listen to music and discuss the 

history of the music such as artists 
and styles of jazz." 

Although Schumann admits that he 
does not see himself as an authority 
on jazz history, he said he is still really 
enjoying the teaching experience. 

"I don't want people to think of 
me as on a pedestal," he said. "1 try to 
create a relaxed environment while 
staying within the requirements. 
This way the students can voice their 
fundamental reaction to music." 

Ladd said her course, Zombies in 
Fiction and Film, is also very relaxed 
and discussion-based. 

"People usually establish a 
distance between them and the 
professor, but when the instructor 
is someone your age it's not as big a 
deal to talk in class," she said. "1 feel 
like my class has a lot more dynamic-
discussion than other classes do." 

Ladd's course involves viewing 
zombie films and discussing the 
general trends and changes of zombie 
movies over time. An English major, 
Ladd employs skills typically used in 
an English class to analyze the course's 
movies, which allows her students, 
who are mainly not English majors, to 
develop their own analytical skills. 

She said that the workload in the 
course is light, entailing three response 
papers covering any three films and a 
final creative assignment on how to 
survive a zombie attack at Rice. 

Ladd said she realized it was 
much harder being a professor than 
it initially seems. 

"Just writing the syllabus was dif-
ficult," she said. "It requires you to 
plan ahead. I had to examine other 
professors' syllabi to write mine. You 
have to know exactly what you think 
about things, and you can't just go to 
class and wing it." 

WIESS COLLEGE COURSES 
WIES 100: Mathematics of Aesthetics, Sean Wilkinson 
WIES 101: Zombies in Fiction and Film, Patricia Ladd 
WIES 102: The History of Jazz, Matt Schumann 
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Rice hires Government 
Relations Director 

by Caroline May 
T H R E S H E R STAFF 

Ray Martinez began work as 
Director of Government Relations 
in Rice's Office of Public Affairs 
Oct. 8. 

Martinez will work to increase 
the financial resources available 
to Rice by accumulating grants 
from state, federal and private 
entities. 

"I want to focus on establishing 
a more coordinated effort with 
regard to how we deal with pub-
lic officials," Martinez said. "We 
need an effective and organized 
approach toward seeking funds 
from all areas." 

Martinez said he will act as an 
ambassador for Rice, raising and 
maintaining the school's status and 
reputation in the public and private 
sectors. Dividing his time between 
Houston, Austin and Washington, 
D.C., Martinezwillactasavoicefor 
Rice's interests at both the federal 
and state levels. 

Prior to his position at Rice, 
Martinez ran a government affairs 
business in Austin. 

"Rice has asked me to take my 
experience on the state and fed-
eral level and use that knowledge 
to achieve an ambitious agenda 
aimed at increasing the school's 
portfolio," he said. 

Martinez said his first task will be 
to familiarize himself with Rice. 

Building relationships through 
the community and through all 
ranks of government will be vital 
to enacting Rice's visions for the fu-
ture. Martinez said that networking 
and communication are essential 
to that end. 

"I am concerned with more than 
just funding," Martinez said. "We 
need to make sure key officials, 
federal, state and philanthropic 
grant-making bodies get to know 
Rice and our capabilities. The 

Public Affairs team is the face of 
Rice, and it is our job to represent 
the University." 

Martinez said he is enthusiastic 
about getting involved with the 
community and listening to ideas, 
suggestions and concerns. Despite 
his position as an administrator, 
Martinez said he does have plans 
to f requent residential college 
dining halls and become familiar 
with students. 

COURTESr OF RICE NEWS 

Director of Government Relations 
Ray Martinez 

Martinez has had experience 
in government relations ranging 
from the state to federal level. 
He is a lawyer by training, with a 
law degree from the University of 
Houston. He worked for Bill Clin-
ton's presidential campaigns and 
served on Clinton's White House 
Staff twice. 

While under Clinton, Martinez 
worked with Donna Shalala, Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. His 
earlier jobs include working for 
Texas State Representative Sylves-
ter Turner and the Texas Attorney 
General Greg Abbott. 
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ENJOY BETTER 
HEALTH TODAY 
MAHARISHI AYURVEDA 

For a healthy, happy, enlightened America 
Now available at 

Maharishi Invincibility Center of Houston 
2403 Sunset Blvd.. Houston, TX 77005 

Tel. (713) 529-9502 

— and other health stores 

AtuER- ik A m r i t 
Defense * P 

M A H A R I S H I A Y U R V E D A herbal supplements are ancient, 
authentic, time-tested formulas for promoting health 
and well being, without negative side effects . Pro-
duced with naturally organic wild-crafted herbs, these 
supplements are manufactured according to the high-
est international standards of purity. 

M A H A R I S H I A Y U R V E D A herbal supplements, as shown 
by scientific research, are exceptionally elfective in 
promoting physiological balance, the basis tor pre-
vention and good health. 

Visit our website at www.niapi.com 
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He's like Paul Bunyan 
ARIEL SHMTZER THRESHER 

Except that he's not thirty feet tall. Chris from The Blades works his axe at KTRU's free concert, Saturday 
Oct. 6 in Farnsworth Pavilion. The Gowns also played, but A Pink Cloud — though scheduled — did not appear. 

Win an iPod touch! 

Or one of these prizes: 
HP Digital Camera (CDW-G) 

$100 American Express gift card (Sigma Solutions) 

MAT LAB (Mathworks) 

Scientific Workplace (MacKichan Software) 

Adobe Font Collection (Adobe) 

Drop by 

(T TECH FAIR 
Thursday, October 18th 
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 P.m. 

RMC Grand Hall 

Meet technology vendors! 

See the latest gadgets! 

Enter the prize drawing! 

| P RICE 
Off i ce of the Vice P r o v o s t for I n f o r m a t i o n T e c h n o l o g y 

http://www.niapi.com
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Pull the plug 
Construction workers look on as a crane lifts a 100,000 pound tree free from its earthly bonds outside Autry Court. The relocation process cost $50,000. 

Petroleum Geo-Services (PGS) is a leading worldwide geophysical company. PGS provides an extensive 
range of seismic services and products for the petroleum industry, including data acquisition, processing, 
reservoir analysis and interpretation. The company also possesses the world's most extensive multi-client 
data library. 

With its headquarters in Oslo, Norway, the company has offices in 22 different countries with larger regional 
offices in London, Houston and Singapore. The company is listed on the Oslo stock exchange (OSE). 

A Clearer Image - of Your Future 

We Don't Wear Ties! 
but we did $1.3 billion last year. 

Petroleum Geo-Services (PGS) is now interviewing 
upperclassmen in the fol lowing majors: 

• Electrical engineering 

• Mechanical engineering 

• Optical engineering 

• Mathematics 

• Physics 

• Geophysics 

• Geology 

JOIN US!! 
Thursday; October 18, 2007 
Space Science Room 106 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. - Information session presentation 
Friday, October 19, 2007 
Rice Memorial Center - Blair Lounge 
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Interviews 

PGS' value is our people. Start your career where YOU count. We offer competitive benefits, technical and commercial 
training, as wel l as challenging careers and development opportunities worldwide. 

For details and application to any current vacancies, please visit www.pgs.com/careers/graduate_opportunities 

A Clearer Image 
www.pgs.com 

STATE 
From page 8 

year. Leebron spoke about expand-
ing t h e s tudent body, faculty and 
resident ia l co l leges in his Vision 
for t h e Second Century. In the next 
few years , h e said h e hopes to see 
a la rger applicant pool while retain-
ing a small student-to-faculty ratio. 
Last year, 8,974 s tudents applied to 
Rice. By 2012, Leebron hopes to see 
14,040 applicants and an increased 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e populat ion f rom 
this year ' s 3,002 to 3,770. 

Renovation of older colleges and 
addit ion of new ones will provide 
h o u s i n g for t h e l a rge r s tudent 
populat ion. F rom 2008 to 2011, 
Leebron predic ts an increase in 
g radua te enro l lment f rom 3,035 
to 3,510. 

Rice is c u r r e n t l y t ied with 
P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y fo r t h e 
second- lowest student-to-faculty 
ratio nationally, at five s tudents for 
every professor . Leebron plans to 
increase faculty size s ta r t ing this 
year to accommoda te the increas-
ing s tudent body. 

L e e b r o n p l a n s to f o c u s on 
internationalizat ion and will seek 
col laborat ive re la t ionsh ips with 
China , Indian, Latin Amer ican , 
Mexico, Israel and Britain in the 
fu ture . Current ly, the Chao Center 
for Asian Studies and the Americas 
Research Cen te r are in the plan-
ning s tage but will be part of this 
internat ional collaboration. 

Leebron said the Vision for 
the Second C e n t u r y will m a k e 
Rice's r e sea rch more global and 
far-reaching and will make the uni-
versity the top-choice for s tudents , 
faculty and staff. 

Faculty Senate Speaker Debo-
rah Har te r said Leebron presented 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n a n d t h e 
faculty was general ly conce rned 
with p lans fo r t h e e n d o w m e n t 
and diversity but asked ques t ions 
primarily for clarification. 

She said th is year ' s a d d r e s s 
d i f fered f rom Leebron 's two pre-
vious a d d r e s s e s by focusing on 
more issues. 

"1 think what this sor t of event 
does is lay a g roundwork ," Har te r 
said. "I also think that his presenta-
tion may reflect his sense that there 
are lots of good th ings happening 
with the university and that he ' s 
exci ted to talk about those . Of 
course , whenever information is 
p r e sen t ed in a very condensed 
way, that kind of presentat ion can 
also have its drawbacks ." 

DELAY 
From page 1 

minu te s of t ravel t ime and allow-
ing the c r ews m o r e t ime to pour 
be fo r e the mater ia l h a r d e n s . 

"I'm very conf ident that once 
th is is done r ight , it will exceed 
e v e r y o n e ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s , " said 
M a t t i n s o n . " T h i s was n o t h i n g 
that m e or my company could 
prevent . " 

Amery said he was happy with 
t h e work that Barziza had done , 
but d i sappoin ted with C e m e x ' s 
quality. Rice h a s done most of 
its past c o n c r e t e b u s i n e s s with 
Barziza. 

S tuden t s e x p r e s s e d pa t ience 
with t h e p r o c e d u r e . 

"It 's wor th the hass le , " Baker 
Co l l ege f r e s h m a n Cindy Dinh 
said. "The original envi ronmenta l 
p u r p o s e is wor th all t h e t rouble 
that it 's c a u s e d us." 

A m e r y said Rice has p lans to 
implement p e r m e a b l e c o n c r e t e 
in its pa rk ing lots. He also said 
F E & P is open to s tuden t sugges-
t ions for how to be t t e r implement 
t h e pro jec t in the fu tu re . 

"We ' r e c o m m i t t e d to do ing 
m o r e of th is b e c a u s e it 's environ-
mental ly fr iendly," A m e r y said. 
"I 'm conf iden t in this , but I want 
to apologize to the s t u d e n t s for 
t h e inconven ience that all of th is 
h a s caused . " 

http://www.pgs.com/careers/graduate_opportunities
http://www.pgs.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12,2007 THE RICE THRESHER 

w e e k l y 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
October 26. 

THEATER 

WiessTabletop 
Freshman One-Acts 

Fresh Wiessmen take on 

professional short plays 

next weekend. Performances 

include "Witch, please!" by 

Wiess alum Particia Ladd and 

"Sure Thing" by David Ives. 

The fun opens Thursday, 

Oct. 18 at 8 p.m., and 

admission is $5. 

Wiess College Commons 

MUSIC 

Unusual Animals: 
Houston, Our Ears 

Depend on You 

Join the hip team behind this 

celebration of Houston's 

local bands Saturday, 

Oct. 20. Artists Moth! Fight!, 

The Wiggins, Cryptacize, 

Space City Gamelan, Future 

Rapper and Hearts of Animals 

are presented by Asthmatic 

Kitty, Diverseworks and Rice's 

own KTRU. The show, starting 

at 2 p.m., is free and 

open to all ages. 

Diverseworks Gallery 

1117 East Freeway 

www.diverseworks.org 

READING 

David Sedaris 

Bestselling author, and Time 

magazine's 2001 "Humorist 

of the Year," David Sedaris 

puts Houston in stitches 

Thursday. Oct. 25. The show 

runs from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Tickets start at $22. More 

details available online at the 

web address below. 

Jones Hall 

615 Louisiana 

www.houstontheaterdistrict.org 

by Claire Newman 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Sean Penn is a bit of a hippie. 
So it makes sense that he wrote 
and directed Into the Wild, the true 
story of a young man's search for 
absolute freedom by escaping from 
society. Penn's 04// the King's Men) 
personal investment in the message 
adds strength to the film, which 
urges viewers to step outside their 
comfort zones. The movie is a tale 
not only of a nature-lover, but of a 
well-coordinated effort from Penn 
as director and Emile Hirsch (The 
Girl Next Door) as actor. It presents 
the theme of removal from the 
social order through the moving 
story of a single man who leaves 
everything to face nature. 

Into the Wild is based on Jon 
Krakauer's novel about Christopher 
McCandless' unorthodox journey 
across continental America and 
into the Alaskan wilderness. After 
graduating from Emory University, 
Chris (Hirsch) opts to give his life's 
savings away to charity and venture 
out completely on his own. He 
travels across America by car, foot 
and kayak — whatever means 
pos s ib l e — and m e e t s many 
people along the way. Chris fi-
nally makes his way to Alaska, and 
viewers watch as his life slowly 
disintegrates. This slow descent 
into loneliness is poignant and 
well-directed, a solid example of 
character development. 

Getting the crew together 
Penn worked on the project for 

ten years and the reason that the 
film has only just been released is 
the McCandless family's reluctance 
to see a movie made about Chris. 
Also, as time passed, the family 
found more aspects of Chris' life 
to focus upon. 

"The process was like a dance 
between the family and [the film-
makers]," Penn said in an inter-
view with the Thresher. "We had 
to balance sensitivities with the 
responsibilities of truth." 

Penn emphasized the involve-
ment of Chris' sister Carine (Cold 
Mountain's Jena Malone), whose 
letters confirmed a deep bond be-
tween the two siblings that needed 
to be accurately portrayed. Hirsch 
credited Carine as his motivation 
for his daunting role. 

w/j 

COURTESY PARAMOUNT VANTAGF 

Emile Hirsch (The Girl Next Door) plays Chris McCandiess in the new film Into the Wild. Hirsch and director Sean Penn (All 
the King's Men) joined a small crew in Alaska to put together the tale of a student who left everything for nature. 

"The love she had for him 
(Chris) made me want to tell his 
story," Hirsch said. 

Hirsch has come a long way from 
running naked down suburban 
streets with The Girl Next Door 
co-star Elisha Cuthbert. In fact, he 
asserts that he needed this role for 
his own development, even though 
it entailed hefty physical and emo-
tional demands. His unhappiness 
with his own life, combined with 
urges for adventure, led him to 
personally connect with Chris' way 
of living. Penn knew that Hirsch 
was the right man for the role after 
seeing him in an earlier role. 

"I saw the mischief in his face 
in Lords ofDogtown," Penn said. "I 
thought I could relate to him." 

Penn tried bringing in another 
notable name associated with the 
film, Eddie Vedder, lead singer of 
Pearl Jam. Vedder composed the 
original music for the film, giving 
it a grunge vibe that is fitting for 
the gritty nature of the movie. 

"I structured the movie around 
IVedder's] songs," Penn said. "I 
wanted one voice to be the soul of 
Emile's character musically." 

Escape to nature 
The abundance of criticism 

embedded in the movie is also 
rather overwhelming, commenting 
on everything from domesticity to 
welfare to American values. The 
overpowering presence of condem-
nation confounds the true message 
of the film, although Penn urges 
audiences not to focus on these side 
points. This aspect of the story is 
supposed to take a back seat to the 
theme of the search for freedom, 
yet this objective is not altogether 
clear in the film itself. 

The messages may seem didac-
tic, but Penn was so affected by 
KraKauer's novel and his experience 
in Alaska that he wanted to com-
municate some of what he learned. 
Filming there involved only Penn, 
Hirsch and a small crew, so they 

were free to indulge in exploration of 
both wilderness and themselves. 

"We had authentic experience 
of being in wilderness," Penn said 
This made him re-evaluate his own 
materialism, he said. 

Viewers will sense an obvious 
call for societal reform in Into 
the Wild. Although Penn read 
Krakauer's book in his younger 
years, he finds its activist message 
advocating pure freedom increas-
ingly important today. 

"As a 47-year-old, [I have a] frus-
tration with the growing sense of 
apathy in the youth," Penn said. 

Ultimately, Penn's objective was 
to stay true to a story that he felt 
called to tell in honor of a modern-day 
martyr for freedom. But Into the Wild 
is more than a biography. The under-
lying principle, although ambiguous, 
is that modern society needs a push 
in the right direction. 

"If pursuit of freedom isn't nec-
essary," Penn said, "I don't know 
what is." 

Museum's new jewelry exhibit shows off bling, lacks shine 
by Rachel Green 
THRESHER STAFF 

Any fan of a certain blonde 
bombshell will recall that dia-
monds are supposedly a girl 's 
best friend. But diamonds are 
tossed out the window in favor of 
daring new materials and forms of 
ornamentation in the Museum of 
Fine Art, Houston's new exhibit, 
Ornament as Art: Avant-Garde 
Jewelry from the Helen Williams 
Drutt Collection. 

'ornament as art' 

V - -
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On view at the MFAH 
through Jan. 21 

Made from everything from 
plastic and enamel to precious stones 
and metals, most of the jewelry in 
Ornament as Art would not be out 
of place in an haute couture runway 
show, where practicality gives way to 
curiosity.Justasin high fashion, these 
collectible pieces are not necessarily 

meant to be worn but 
rather to showcase 
the extremes of a 
world of ornament 
from which the rest 
of fashion draws its 
inspiration. 

Ornament as Art 
is arranged in three 
acts: First, a chrono-
logical analysis of the 
influence of 20th cen-
tury art movements 

on the microcosmic world of jewelry. 
This first part of the exhibit tells the 
tale of the correlative progression 
of jewelry and contemporary art in 
the western world throughout the 
20th century, yet the storyline is 
somewhat lost on the viewer. The 
West Coast "Funk" philosophy of 
the 1970s is manifest in the colorful 
works of Merrily Tompkins, Ken 
Cory and J. Fred Woell, while Tone 
Vigeland's silver square necklace 
reveals minimalist undertones. But 
beyond these examples, pieces fail 
to make a lasting impression. 

The second section of the exhibit is 
an examination of the impulse toward 
the narrative in ornamental objects. 
Here, the conventional figural images 
and symbolic motifs range from kitsch 
to cluttered. A few pieces, such as 
Bernhard Schobinger'sBroken Pieces 
from Moritzplatz Berlin, break the 
mold of the expected, juxtaposing 
antique crystal beads with broken 

The size and 
variety of objects 
in this exhibit 
overwhelms 
to the point of 
INDIFFERENCE. 
bits of a German Coke bottle, yet by 
this point in the exhibit it becomes 
easy to lose interest in a detailed 
examination of each piece among the 

myriad examples. However, detailed 
drawings showing the planning of 
jewelry that accompany some pieces 
in the exhibit are intriguing. 

The sheer volume of objects 
is slightly overwhelming, dulling 
the impact of more impressive 
individual pieces. The exceptions 
to this come at the third and final 
part of the exhibit, where a series 
of large necklaces by various artists 
are displayed on mannequin heads. 
This forms an exploration of the 
ritualistic and humorous aspects of 
interactions between the body and 
"performance jewelry" 

Presenting the necklaces as 
wearable ornamentation rather than 
objects removed from their utilitarian 
aspect invites the viewer to explore 
the ways in which jewelry responds 
to the body it adorns and how the 
body reacts to its decoration. While 
the first and second sections of the 
exhibit approach the objects with a 
more academic mindset, this third 
section is perhaps most successful 
because it requires the observer 
to think about the jewelry solely in 
relationship to himself or herself. 

Ornament as Art is surely engag-
ing for the concluding duration of 
the observer's visit—women crowd 
around display cases, gesturing to 
each other guesses of how one might 
dare to wear a certain necklace or 
brooch. Observers pass quickly 
from one piece to the next, amazed 
at how such a large amount of beauty 
can fit into such a small object. Yet 
afterward, visitors are left grasping 

for recollection of what was just 
seen. Rarely does a single object 
make visitors pause and wonder how 
it might be pertinent to their own 
experiences—rarely does an object 
become committed to memory to be 
described to a friend later. Boasts 
of size and variety in Drutt's collec-
tion would have certainly educed 
the envy of her friends, but in this 
exhibit they overwhelm to a point 
of indifference. 

MUSEUM OF FINE 
ARTS, HOUSTON 

1 0 0 1 Bissonnet 
At Museum District 
MetroRail stop 
(713) 639-7300 

Normal Hours: 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday 
Open until 9 p.m. Thursday 
Open until 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday 
12:15 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Sunday 

STUDENT ADMISSION 
General admission and entry 

to Ornament as Art is free 

with Rice I.D. 

http://www.diverseworks.org
http://www.houstontheaterdistrict.org
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Bleak, slow situations mar 
humor in King of California 
by Brian Reinhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

King of California features a 
strange family, goofy storyline and 
brilliant actors, and while it tries 
to mimic Little Miss Sunshine, it is 
not half as entertaining. The fdm's 
pace is too slow for too long and 
despite the hilarious second half, 
it might not be worth the wait. 

'king of California' 

• • o f five 
Now playing at 

the Angelika 

The film unites one of the most 
talented actors of the last genera-
tion with one of the best actresses 
in the next. Michael Douglas (Basic 
Instinct) plays Charlie, a crazy man 
with absurd facial hair who was 
committed to a mental asylum so he 
would stop thinking so much. 

Unfortunately, it had the op-
posite effect, as he delves into the 
hospital library, discovering that 
Spanish explorers had left a huge 
treasure somewhere in his subur-
ban hometown. Upon returning to 
the free world, he forces his daugh-
ter, Miranda (Across the Universe's 
Evan Rachel Wood), to join him on 
a hopeless quest for the gold. 

During the first half of the movie, 
the two characters experience a 
great deal of tension that bogs down 
any comedic momentum. The first 
full hour of the film is nothing more 
than the pitiful Miranda getting 
pushed around by her father. A 
cashier at a McDonald's, Miranda 
is shown repeating "Welcome to 
McDonald's" until that pathetic 
phrase seems to carry an under-
tone of "Please help me." Unfortu-
nately, this bleak opening is more 
depressing than entertaining. For 
a self-proclaimed comedy, the first 
half is surprisingly laughless. 

Fortunately, the final scenes, 
in which Charlie puts his plan 
into action by trying to dig up the 
gold under a local Costco, a re 
uproarious. The spectacle of the 
madman attacking the aisles with 

a j a c k h a m m e r is hilariously 
funny, but for much of the audi-
ence it may come too late. Those 
not willing to wait patiently for 
the laughs will greet the scene 
with snores. 

Charlie 's quest reaches an 
extravagantly wacky, though 
ambiguous, conclusion. Ulti-
mately it may not be as impor-
tant as the fact that when the 
end is near, Miranda finally 
puts aside her misgivings and 
conscience and devotes herself 
to her fa ther ' s crazy quest. The 
film may, in part, be attempting 
to illustrate the ties that bind 
families together. But it fails, 
with these kind of additions 
s e e m i n g l ike u n n e c e s s a r y 
bells and whistles on the core 
comedy. 

Fortunately, the 
final scenes are 
uproarious, but 
for much of the 
audience, they 
may come too late, 
Those not willing 
to wait will end 
up SNORING. 

Douglas is t remendous in 
the role of Charlie, nailing ev-
ery lunatic joke. As for Wood, 
she is extraordinary here as 
the exasperated daughter for 
whom life was easier before 
Charlie came home. But mostly, 
King of California just seems 
like an excuse to be silly and 
irrelevant. Sometimes the i' kes 
pay off, but too many w. fiat 
or fade among the ploi ^ther 
purposes. The viewer who can 
sit through Charlie's t i resome 
manias during the film's first 
half will be rewarded, but it 
takes a great deal of patience 
and caffeine. 

i 

COURTESY METRO<jOLDWYN MAYER 

Harry Stephenson (Evan Almighty's Morgan Freeman) gives advice to Chloe (The Chronicles of Rlddlck's Alexa Davalos), a 
member of one of the many poorly portrayed sex-obsessed couples in the new film Feast of Love. 

Sex-charged Feast of Love induces gag reflex 
by Risa Gordon 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Trite t ruisms seem to be all 
filmmakers have to offer in Feast 
of Love. 

'feast of love' 

0 of five 
ing at AMC and 

dwards theaters 

Feast focuses on the romantic 
struggles of multiple couples with 
Bradley (Little Miss Sunshine's 
Greg Kinnear) at the center. He 
is an oblivious coffee shop owner 
who just cannot catch a break 
when it comes to women. The 
movie follows Bradley's 18-month 
struggle through two marriages 
and divorces before he comes 
across 'The One" under bizarre 
circumstances. 

Although similar to Ij)ve Actually 
in approach, Feast features none of 
Ijive Actually s emotional resonance 
or engaging storylines. In contrast. 
Feast of Live is really only about love 
if love equals sex and nudity. 

The movie's "tell, do not show" 
methodology — except when it 
comes to sex — inhibits a viewer's 

connection with the film. Unrealisti-
cally, characters spill their deepest 
thoughts upon first encountering 
a romantic prospect. And without 
any r e l a t i o n s h i p deve lopmen t 
beforehand, the act of sex that is 
supposed to stand as an expression 
of the characters ' love becomes 
merely a cheap device that robs the 
characters of the depth produced 
through conversation. 

Feast of Ijwe fails most in its sim-
plified presentation of people. Both 
Bradley and the women with whom he 
is involved are caricatures of romantic 
stereotypes— Bradley as the innocent, 
devoted lover and the women as unin-
terested in his affection. 

Take Bradley's first wife, Kath-
ryn (Legally Blonde's Selma Blair) 
for instance. The initial scenes of 
the movie set up the premise of 
Kathryn as a withholding grump, 
whi le Brad ley is h e r c a r i ng , 
faithful husband. Within a few 
scenes, Kathryn is sleeping with 
another woman. And when Kath-
ryn explodes at Bradley and walks 
out — after he has put together a 
thoughtful bir thday celebration 
for her, of course — the viewer is 
made to understand that Kathryn 
just does not appreciate the love 

Bradley has for her. 
Another romantic entanglement 

involves Chloe (Alexa Davalos of 
television's "Reunion") and ex-
drug addict Oscar (The Covenant's 
Toby H e m i n g w a y ) . However , 
their relationship is a simplified 
representation of the perfect re-
lationship in which a star-crossed 
couple struggles against Oscar's 
evil, drunken father. 

In contrast to Love Actually's 
couples, with whom the viewer de-
velops a relationship despite their 
brief screen time, viewers never 
emotionally connect with any of 
Feast's characters or feel invested 
in their romantic relationships. 
What is supposed to be the heart-
wrenching climax of Chloe and Os-
car's relationship falls fiat because 
their relationship lacks realism in 
its simplified perfection. 

There is nothing here wo: |:h see-
ing. Oscar-winning director Robert 
Benton and screenwriters Allison 
Burnett (Kramer vs. Kramer) and 
Charles Baxter (author of the novel, 
Feast oflj)ve) water down or emulate 
movies that actually work, presenting 
love as worthwhile and heartfelt only 
in sex. Ultimately, Feast of Love is 
nothing more than empty calories. 
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Hilariously re-dubbed ] 

cartoonsU 

I t s more like 

a series of tubes 

n 

Well, your " fr iends" only managed 

to play with us f o r 2 hours 
Hmm My oxygen 

is gett ing low 

I ' m going to have 

to set you up 

with a computer 

so we can use 

the internet to 

communicate 

and i t 's ful l 

of really great 

things! Like 

Message boards 

dedicated to 

creepy fetishes1 

And animated 

gtf images of all 

of your favor i te 

scenes f rom any 

TV show1 

So What is 

this " internet" 

you talk so much 

about"> I s i t like 

a bunch of 

dumptrucks 

moving digital 

f i les around? 

0 
you mean 

I could actually 

f ind an animated 

gif of tha t Sccnc 

f rom House where 

that ktd crashes 

his ATV into a 

ball of FIRE? 

thought 

gonna 

THIS IS THE 
HAPPIEST DAY 

OF MY LIFE!!! 
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Soccer dominates UH in 2-0 win 
Owls to take on defending C-USA champions UAB tonight at home 

by Bobby McFarlane 
THKKSHER STAFF 

Every team has a defining game 
in its season, and for the soccer team 
that game was last Friday. Having 
struggled to beat 
inferior teams all 
season, Rice put 
a stranglehold on 
the University of 
Houston in its first 
Conference USA 
game of the year, 
allowing only four 
shots en route to 
a 2-0 victory. 

T h e t u r n -
around comes at 
an ideal time for 
the Owls (7-3-1, 
1-0 C-USA), who 
will host defend-
ing C-USA cham-
pions University 
of A l a b a m a -
Birmingham to-
night at 7 p.m. 
and p e r e n n i a l 
conference con-
t e n d e r Univer-
sity of Memphis 
Sunday at 1 p.m. The Owls are only 
1-1 all-time against the Blazers. 
However, Memphis beat Rice 4-3 
in double-overtime in their first 
and only meeting last year. 

IN FOCUS: SOCCER 
Record: 7-3-1 

C-USA record: 1-0 (tied-3rd) 

Last week: The Owls opened 
up their conference schedule 
with a 2-0 home win against 
UH. 

What made the difference: 
Rice outshot the Cougars 
24-4, with two shots by 
freshman Kate Edwards find-
ing the back of the net. 

Up next: The Owls face UAB 
(8-2,1-0 C-USA) at home 
tonight at 7 p.m. The Blaz-
ers currently have the best 
overall winning percentage in 
the conference. 

Both opponents are noted for 
their speed, which will make the 
transition game more difficult. 

"Getting the ball from defense 
to offense will be very important 
this weekend against two tough 

t e a m s , " h e a d 
c o a c h C h r i s 
Huston said. 

It wil l b e 
t o u g h to t o p 
the display of 
talent the Owls 
showed last Fri-
day against the 
Cougars. Once 
again, freshman 
midfielder Kate 
E d w a r d s sup-
plied the scor-
ing, netting both 
g o a l s to g ive 
her a team-high 
eight on the sea-
son. Edwards is 
now second on 
R ice ' s s ing le -
s e a s o n g o a l 
scoring list. 

The first goal 
of t h e n i g h t 
came in the 21st 

minute after sophomore defender 
Kellen Schugar t blasted a f r ee 
kick against the top crossbar. The 
deflection found an open Edwards, 
seven yards out on the left side of 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Powderpuffs profile 
calls for better protection 

Powderpuff? 
Seriously? 
When 1 first saw that the 

Threshers sports section covered 
powderpuff, I scoffed. What self-
respecting newspaper 
such as this would cov-
er a mundane, laugh-
able, wholly fringe 
sport like powderpuf f? 
How could anyone 
possibly take this pa-
per seriously? 

You see, I l ike 
to think I know a 
thing or two about 
sports — why else 
would my bosses have 
hired me? I'm a power 
hitler when it comes to baseball 
info, a sophomore sensation when 
it comes to hardwood acumen and 
at least a Zamboni driver when 
it comes to hockey knowledge. 
To me, these are the sports that 
matter, because these are the 
sports 1 know. 

But powderpuff? 
I actually thought I had a grasp 

on what powderpuff entailed. 
Granted, I had never been to a 
game before, nor had 1 ever really 
seen one played, but my glory 
clays of freshman flag taught me 
a thing or two about that type of 
football. The game has as much 
contact as a croquet tournament 
and the only ones who took it 
seriously were the senior (a.k.a. 
washed-up) coaches living vicari-
ously through the frosh. 

Powderpuff uses flags, so it 
has to be the same, right? 

Wrong. 

Casey Michel 

I finally went to my first Pow-
derpuff game this year (I've only 
just shed my high school haugh-
tiness). There were the dainty 
little ladies, all dressed up in 

jerseys and matching 
uniforms — glorified 
Halloween costumes, 
how cute, 1 thought. 

Again, wrong. 
The second the 

whistle blew, a pall 
of agg res s ion en-
compassed the entire 
field. Eye-black re-
placed mascara, and 
guttural grunts and 
growls took the place 
of tittering laughs. 

The linemen could have made 
a mountain lion cower in fear. 
With an intimidating, foreboding 
gleam in their eyes, they made 
me question what femininity 
truly meant. 

Some strange sort of female 
ferocity has replaced the play-
fulness that pervades the game 
at other institutions. These girls 
hit harder than the inevitable day-
after-NOI) hangover, and dole out 
less mercy than Jack Nicholson in 
The Departed. Some sort of rage, 
concealed behind their sweet 
exteriors, is unleashed between 
the chalk-lines. 

And when talk of a Thresherpow-
derpuff spread — and subsequent 
betting ring—arises, when people 
get heated over the powderpuff 
predictions box, or when a Brown 
coach and a certain Sid quarterback 
go at each other in the middle of 

See POWDERPUFF, page 18 

the goal. The freshman needed 
only a quick trap and tap to give 
the Owls a 1-0 lead that they would 
not relinquish. 

Edwards cont inued her im-
pressive performance in the 64th 
minute when senior forward Clory 
Martin spun a right corner kick into 
traffic near the goalkeeper 's box. 
Edwards cleared through traffic, 
made a read on the ball, and net-
ted a dramatic header from eight 
yards out. 

With that insurance goal and a 
tight performance from the defense, 
Rice coasted to its first conference 
win and improved its all-time record 
against UH to 4-0-1. Sophomore 
midfielder Shelley Wong notched 
another strong performance in the 
victory, placing two shots on goal 
alongside stellar defense. For the 
game, the Owls outshot the Cougars 
24-4 and logged seven corners to 
Houston's four. 

Huston said she was impressed 
by the Owls' effort . 

"We've been having t rouble 
playing as a team and giving 100 
percent for 90 minutes," Huston 
said. "That was the first time we 
played up to our t rue potential." 

In her second shutout in a row, 
f r e s h m a n g o a l k e e p e r Meghan 
Erkel made a pair of saves in the 
game. The defense was stellar in 

See EDWARDS, page 19 
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ARIEL SCHNITZER/THRESHER 

Senior forward Clory Martin leaps to stop the ball in last Friday's contest with UH. 
Martin notched her team-leading seventh assist in the 64th minute when fresh-
man Kate Edwards directed Martin's corner kick into the net. 

Volleyball's road struggles continue 
Natalie Clericuzio 

T H R K S H K R S T A F F 

In two hody contested matches last 
weekend, the volleyball team beat its 
opponents in nearly every category 
except one: points. Rice came up short 
in two five-game matches on the road 
against Southern Methodist Univer-
sity and the University of Tulsa. 

Tonight, the Owls (8-10,1-5-3 Con-
ference USA) will try to improve 
their conference record by taking 
on the University of Texas at El Paso 
at 7 p.m. in Fox Gym. The last-place 
Miners (6-12, 0-7 C-USA) struggled 
last season against the Owls, losing 
both matches. UTEP did not have 
much more success against the rest 
of the conference, failing to qualify 
for the C-USA tournament after go-
ing 2-14 in conference play and 7-25 
on the season. Hie Miners are also 
currently ranked last in assists and 
second-to-last in kills. 

On Sunday, Rice will continue its 
home stand playingTulane I Jniversity 
(17-4, (3-1 C-USA) at 1 p.m. in Fox Gym. 
The Green Wave has been dominant 
this season, winning its first five 
matches in conference play before fall-
ing last weekend to first-place Marshall 
University (13-7,6-0 C-USA). Addition-
ally, TulaneleadsC-lJSAin kills, assists 
and hitting percentage. 

Although SMU has not had 
as much success in C-USA as the 
Owls, Rice could not pull out the win 
despite winning nearly every major 
statistical battle. 

The Owls came bursting out 
of the gates and took an early 9-2 
lead, thanks in part to three kills by 
sophomore middle blocker Natalie 
Bogan. 'Hie Mustangs never caught 
up and Rice took the first game 30-20. 
However, SMU took the second game 
to even the score. 

The third frame started out as a 
struggle for both squads, until eight 

consecutive points — ending with a 
service ace from freshman defensive 
stopper Tracey I>am — gave Rice a 
14-8 lead. The Mustangs (12-8,2-4 C-
USA) would not give in, coming within 
three at 19-16. But the Owls held on 
thanks to two aces from Lam and 
one from junior outside hitter Jessica 
Holderness, winning 30-21. 

The Owls looked to put away 
the match in game four, but SMU 
played nip-and-tuck throughout , 
pulling away to win 30-27, forcing 
a deciding fifth frame. 

While neither team gained an early 
edge in the final game, SMU went on 
a decisive four-point run to take a lead 
they would not relinquish lead on the 
way to their 15-10 game five win. 

Against the Mustangs, four Owls 
had double-digits in kills, including 
18 from both Bogan and sophomore 
outside hitter Jennifer McClean. Rice 
played defensively as well, with five 

See ROAD, page 19 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Friday, Oct. 12 

• Soccer vs. UAB 
7 p.m. — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

• Women's Cross Country vs. HBU Invitational 
7 p.m. — Houston 

•Volleyball vs. UTEP 

7 p.m. — Fox Gym 

Saturday, Oct. 13 

• Football vs. Houston 

2:30 p.m. — Robertson Stadium 

Sunday, Oct. 14 

•Soccer vs. Memphis 
1 p.m. — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

•Volleyball vs. Tulane 

1 p.m. — Fox Gym 

Saturday, Oct. 20 

• Football vs. Memphis 
2 p.m. — Rice Stadium 

• Men's Tennis — Omni Hotels Region VI 
All Day — Austin, Texas 

Sunday, Oct. 21 

•Men's Tennis — Omni Hotels Region VI 

All Day — Austin, Texas 

Monday, Oct. 22 

•Men'sTennis — Omni Hotels Region VI 
All Day — Austin, Texas 
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W H E R E T H R E S H E R S P O R T S E D I T O R S A R E T O D L A Z Y T O N O T R I P OFT E S P N 

O R , H O W I L E A R N E D T O S T O P W O R R Y I N G A N D L O V E T H E L I G H T E R S I D E O F S P O R T S M 
LAYOUT BY 

CASEY MICHEL 

DAVID ROSALES/THRESHER 

What happens on the powderpuff field, stays on the powderpuff field. 

Greg Oden, the Soulja Boy 
Thus begin the lyrics to "Crank 
Dat," made famous by Soulja 
Boy, as rewritten by Greg Oden. 
(Accompanied dance: Same as 
"Soulja Boy," but grab knee and 
grimace instead of "Superman-
ning that, um, girl" as the final 
motion.) 

Chorus : 
Oden up in th ' NBA 
Watch me dunk it 
Watch me play 
Ain't no one can ball 
like me, 
Wait, what happened 
to my knee? 

I t f e e l s l i k e 
OWWWW 
( C r a n k dat G r e g 
Oden!) [repeat 4x1 

[Chorus] 

With the season over they said 
I can't 
Play as well as Kevin Durant 
But don't even matter, I blocked 
out those sounds: 
That fool can't lift 185 pounds! 

The lottery came and 
Portland got top, 
And C e l t i c s f a n s ' 
d r eams made a col-
lective drop. 
T h e t e a m k n o w n 
for having the most 
players in jail; 
T h e state all I know I 
learned from playin' 
"Oregon Trail." 

Greg Oden 

My name is Greg, if 
you don't know me, I'm bout as 
tall as a big oak tree 
I'm from the land of good King 
James 
Maximus is one of h i s k id ' s 
names. 

But I digress. I'm here today 
To tell you what I want to say. 
I'm kind of special, yeah, you see. 
They say I am a prodigy. 

I am a Buckeye, through and 
through 
'Cept I only did a year of schoo' 
We ended up facing a crowd of 
Gators, 
Man, they ain't nothin' but a 
bunch of haters 

Yeah we lost that final game 
But all the punks, they knew my 
name. 
They said, "He's powerful, like 
a boa. 
Plus he ' s got be t te r hair than 
Joakim Noah!" 

I knew that I'd be 
number one, 
(Because I n e v e r 

touched a gun) 
But also 'cause, hell, I am a ham, 
And I look as old as Wayne 
Graham 

Not a ham in the sense of being 
a pig, 
But a ham in the sense of dancin' 
big, 
And playing that DDR all night 
long, 
Did you know that "Umbrella" is 
my favorite song? 

But alas this year wasn't mean t 
to be, 
Since I tore somethin ' up inside 
my knee , 
I don' t know what to do, or 
whe re to go, 
So I guess I'll just have to Super-
man that CENSORED. 

[Chorus] 

As serenaded to MC Casey Michel, 
Blazers fan. 

Quote of the Week 
Me: "Jackie, you're like the Michael Vick of Powderpuff." 
Jackie: "Yep! I guess I am!" 
Me: "So, do you like dogs?" 
Jackie: "Wait is he the one who did those things to the dogs? Oh no no 
no I'm not Michael Vick!" 

? 

What happens when Cowboys meet baguettes? 
I've been a Cowboys fan for the 

better part of my life, with the 52-17 
trouncing of the Buffalo Bills in Super 
Bowl XXVII being the first game I can 
actually retrieve from my memory. 
I can't recall the exact date—Wikipe-
dia tells me it was Jan. 31, 
1993—but I do remember 
sitting • <n the floor in front 
of my grandparents' TV 
screen and watching the 
glory unfold as Dallas put 
on the most spectacular dis-
play of football my five-year-
old self had ever seen. 

Until that day, I had 
been a halfhearted fan in 
NFL franchise-less San 
Antonio , sp l i t t ing my 
admiration between the 
Cowboys and the soon-to-be-dead 
Houston Oilers. But after that game, 
as the Cowboys marched off with 
scalps and the spoils of war, my mind 
was forever decided. From that point 
on, I bled blue and silver. 

It wasn't just the final score, 
either, that turned me into a Cowboys 
fan — everything just seemed right 
with the world that day. Still a year away 
from his infamous murder trial, foot-
ball legend O.J. Simpson was on hand 
for the coin toss. A quirky but not-yet 
noseless Michael Jackson performed 
at halftime. And the triplets — Troy 
Aikman, Michael Irvin and Emmitt 
Smith—were just hitting their primes 
on the field. 

In short, the I Jallas clubhouse was 
a perfect fit for a bandwagoning kid 

Dylan Farmer 

looking for a football home. So I signed 
over my allegiance to America'sTeam, 
and at the beginning, at least, it seemed 
that nothing could go wrong. 

Unfortunately, I was not prepared 
for Dallas' inevitable fall. You would 

think the football gods 
might have some pity 
on a little kid obviously 
reaping so much joy from 
the success of his favorite 
football team. You would 
think they might find it 
in them to forgo their 
demand for repayment, 
or at least suspend it until 
the innocent little boy 
had discovered the cruel 
ways of the world on his 
own. Alas, the football 

gods are sadists. 
For 12 years now, I have been put-

ting up with their wrath. Since their last 
playoff appearance in 1996, the Cow-
boys have posted exactly three winning 
records—one in 1998, one in 2(X)3 and 
the other just last year. Since that sea-
son they have been to die playoffs a to-
tal of just four times, without winning a 
single postseason game. After years of 
futile mediocrity, I accepted that Dante 
himself — probably a closet 49ers 
fan — had created for me my own 
circles of football hell, and left me to 
wander in them as a colossal joke. 

That is, until this year. 
The N FLseason is five weeks old, 

and Dallas has five victories in the 
books. I don't know exactly what's 
going on, but the football gods have 

decided to give at least some sort of 
reprieve to a team they have tortured 
for over a decade. 

Sure, Dallas could lose every game 
left this season and I still would not be 
that surprised, but for now, the gods 
are showing what looks like sympathy 
for the millions of fans who have been 
dragged through the mud. With Dallas 
heading into this week's match-up with 
Super Bowl favorite New England, for 
the first time in a long time I am at least 
confident in their chances of winning 
(that's right — Bill Simmons, I'll take 
your bet...). 

Of course, the football gods are 
not without their sense of irony. 
Right now, I'm living it up in France, 
which is great except for one thing: 
Nobody here cares about American 
football. At most, I get the Monday 
morning write-up and maybe some 
file photos. Seriously though, these 
are no substitute for the Sunday 
a f t e rnoons I could be spending 
crowded around the TV with my 
Redskins-loving roommate, shoving 
Dallas' domination in his face with 
every snap of the ball. 

But if this is the way it has to be, 
if I have to be half a world away for 
the Cowboys to have a shot at Super 
Bowl glory, then so be it. I've been 
suffering in one form or another for 
12 years — one more is well worth 
the price of another trophy. 

Dylan Farmer, Hanszen College junior, 
was a Tliresher sports editor, but now 
he's living the good life in France. 

U/ho 
aircraft were 
into self-help? 

Rice University scientists are using 
carbon nanotubes to develop "smart" 
materials that may help aircraft of the 
future repair themselves in mid-flight. 
The unique electrical properties Of 
nanotubes may allow future planes 
to change their shape in flight, much 
like a bird shifts its wings to catch 
the air. All this flexing will require the 
help of a powerful, shape^conscious 
brain, too. One day. maybe these 
planes will even writq their own self-
help books about how taeTnpower 
themselves for positive change. 

know more at rice.edu 

RICE 
Unconventional Wisdom 
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[m Brown maintains top spot in Powderpuff with win over Sid 
by Kushagra Shrinath 

THRESHER STAFF 

With an impenetrable defense 
and a receiving corps that looks 
like it was born for the gridiron. 
Brown (4-1) came away with a well-
deserved 14-6 win over Sid Richard-
son (2-3) to reaffirm their position 
at the top of the league standings in 
last Saturday's Powderpuff Game 
of the Week. 

T h e f irst half of th is much-

anticipated matchup was a defensive 
s t rugg le . Brown ' s d e f e n s e was 
particularly stingy, forcing Sid to 
four straight three-and-outs and 
limiting them to minus seven yards 
of total offense. 

"They say defense wins champion-
ships," Brown sophomore corner-
back/wide receiver Mary Chapman 
said. "We were really excited for this 
game and we knew that defense would 
be a big part of it . . . we had been work-
ing on it all week at practice." 

After an early stalemate. Brown 
was able to come up with a big play 
in the middle of the first quarter. Fac-
ing a third and seven near midfield, 
sophomore Jackie Amnions flew 
past the Sid secondary, caught a 
pass over the top from junior quar-
terback Tori Gascoyne and raced 
to the end zone to give Brown an 
early 7-0 lead. 

With under two minutes left 
in the half, Sid appeared to even 
the score when junior cornerback 

£ 

Marisa Gonzalez returned a Gascoyne 
interception 64 yards for a touch-
down. However, the two offsetting 
penalties—roughing thepasseronSid 
and an illegal block on Brown — nulli-
fied the play, allowing Brown to enter 
the half with a 7-0 lead. 

Brown came out strong in the 
second half, putting together an 
eight-play, 65-yard drive that ended 
in a 43-yard touchdown pass to Am-
nions. On a second and 10 from the 
Sid 43-yard line, Gascoyne found Am-
nions at the sideline. The sophomore 
wideout then beat two Sid defenders 
en route to the end zone. 

Amnions had her best game of the 
year, catching eight passes for 163 
yards and two touchdowns. 

"Our game plan coming into this 
game was to try and get Jackie into 
some isolation coverage," Brown 
head coach Bryan Hodge said. "We 
knew that they were either going to 
double her up or she was going to 
catch a lot of balls." 

Sid's first drive of the half was not 
as successful with senior quarter-
back Lindsay Balthrop getting picked 
off by Brown senior cornerback 
Sara l a rk . However, Sid was able to 
get the ball back and mount its first 
prolonged drive of the game, going 
75 yards in 14 plays to get on the 
scoreboard. Balthrop threw a one-
yard touchdown pass to sophomore 
wide receiver Emily Jacob to cut the 
lead to 14-6. 

Sid's defense then forced Brown 
to a three-and-out and got the ball at 
its own 31-yardline. 

Despite being stifled offensively 
and burned through the air courtesy 
of Gascoyne and Amnions, Sid still 

had a chance to force overtime, trail-
ing only by eight. But Brown held 
firm, and four incomplete passes 
from Balthrop forced Sid to turn the 
ball over on downs. 

GAME OF THE WEEK 
Wiess vs. Hanszen 
(1 -3 ) (3 -1 ) 

When: Oct. 20 at 1 1 a.m. 

Where: Intramural Field 6 

Last Year In Week 5, Wiess 

edged Hanszen 6-0 with a 

touchdown on the final play. 

Brown's defensive unit per formed 
marvelously throughout the entire 
game, limiting Balthrop to 7 of 20 
passing for only 57 yards. leading the 
way for Brown defensively was senior 
defensive tackle Jessica Simon, who 
had three sacks and forced countless 
hurried throws. 

Despite the loss, four-time defend-
ing champion Sid still remains posi-
tive about the rest of the season. 

"We lost two in a row last year 
and we still won the championship," 
Balthrop said. "We're not any worse 
off right now ... we ' re going to 
come af ter it." 

However, Sid's losing s t reak 
ran to three in a row the next day 
as it fell 6-0 to Jones (3-1). In other 
games around the league, Martel 
(3-1) shut out Wiess (1-3) 13-0, 
Hanszen (3-1) held off Ix>vett (0-3) 
7-0 and Will Rice (3-1) outscored 
Baker (0-5) 27-13. 

IVY ASHE/THRESHER 

Brown junior quarterback Tori Gascoyne gets hit as she tosses the ball to sophomore Mary Chapman in Brown's match-
up against Sid last week. Brown remained in first place with its 14-6 victory. 

POWDERPUFF 
From page 16 

ARE YOU IN THE DAILY 200? 

CCL) Y<£*5 a n d X & a r n e . d / o / ~ 

' * 5 a j & c i / y t 

C £ ) Y & s a n d £ a f~aci&£<=>c>j(f 

( d ) Y & S . X p / a y e . d y eL<zrne.d a j i d t A j o n / / ? 

- h i d j r o U f ? 0 / 7 

c / ) ) A / / o - f a & o V e . 

class because she accused a saint-
like Brown sophomore of faking her 
marvelous exploits—preposterous, I 
know — a corner has been turned. 

Powderpuff has become more 
than it needs to be. While seeing 
those women go at each other like 
South American soccer fans is un-
believably entertaining, their safety 
has been marginalized. Shouldn't 
something be changed when a player 
receives concussions in successive 
games? Or when a block in the back 
crumples a girl like an autumn leaf 
and ends with a torn ACL? 

I can see only two solutions 
to this problem: Scale back the 
amount of contact or accelerate 
the evolution. While flat-out tackle 
football may be a bit much, it is not 

too much to ask for pads and mouth 
guards . T h o s e in cha rge — coordi-
nators, coaches and administrators 
alike — need to make a decision, 
and make it soon. 

We all just need to step back, take 
a breather from the "Pain Train" 
and rethink our goals. Hie women 
are out there to support the college 
and, while some of them may look as 
dangerous as Britney Spears around 
her kids, we need to make sure we 
protect them. They are giving their 
all, and we should make sure that 
they can continue. 

Once again: Powderpuff? 
Hell yeah, powderpuff. 

Casey Michel is a Brown College 
sophomore and sports editor. 

C H A S E O 
MCEBOOK.COM/PIUS1 

t l , e O N L y t - . l , , , , 

y o u ' I ' e v e r n e e x i i 

uLl&SSikaea 
© 2007 JPMorgan Chase & Co 



THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY, OCfOBER 12, 2007 19 

EDWARDS 
From page 16 

their sixth shutout of the year last With the win the Owls remained 
Friday, as senior defender Beth undefeated at home, moving to 6-0 
Martin logged her eighth consecu- when playing at the Rice Track/ 
tive 90-minute performance. Soccer Stadium. 
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ARIEI. SCHNITZER/THRESHER 

Freshman midfielder Korey Taylor shields the ball from a UH defender last Friday. 
The Owls will remain at home to welcome UAB today at 7 p.m. 

S P O R T S N O T E B H i 

# 

Pair of Owls notch 
wins at All-American 

Senior Ralph Knupfer played his 
way to the main draw and junior 
Christoph Miiller qualified for the 
consolation draw at last week's Polo 
Ralph Lauren 1TA Ail-American 
Championships in Tulsa, Okla. 

Knupfer, ranked 81st in the 
country, opened the tournament 
in the Qualifying Draw, needing 
three wins to make it to the main 
draw. 'Hie senior easily defeated 
his first opponent, the Lfniversity 
of Southern California's Jason 
McNaughten, in straight sets 
6-2,6-3. He then staved off Jordan 
Rux of Baylor University 7-5, 
4-6, 6-2 before squaring off with 
Drake University's DaliborPavic. 
Knupfer held fast for the 7-5, 6-4 
win to qualify for main draw, the 
first time he has done so at the 
Ail-American Championship. 

Facing fifth-seeded Luke Shields 
of Boise State University, Knupfer 
stepped up his game and won in 
three sets 6-1,4-6,6-3. But Knupfer's 
run ended there, as he dropped a 
6-2,7-5 decision to the University of 
South Alabama's Jack Baker. 

Although he did not make 
it quite as far as his teammate, 
No. 86 Miiller nonetheless played 
well in his early matches. After 
easily winning his first match, 
Miiller faced Lenny (Julian of 
the University of North Carolina. 
Gullan, who had beaten the No. 15 
seed the day before, was no match 
for Miiller, who demolished the 
Tar Heel 6-0, 6-0 in a match that 
lasted only 42 minutes. 

Unfortunately, Miiller fell just 
short of qualifying for the main 
draw, losing a tough 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3) 
match to Baylor's Denes Lukacs. 
But Miiller qualified for the con-
solation draw. His first opponent. 
No. 14 PierreMouillonofthe Univer-
sity of Califc >rnia-Berkeley, dropped 
quickly to the wayside as Miiller 

won 6-1, 6-4. However, Midler's 
run ended there, as he was unable 
to rally from an early deficit and 
lost 62,4-6, 7-5 to the University of 
Kentucky's Bruno Agostinelli. 

The two also competed in 
doubles, notching an 8-6 win 
against the University ofVirginia's 
Î *e Singer and Sanam Singh 
before bowing out against Jean 
Yves Aubone and Clint Bowles of 
Florida State University. 

Rice next competes in the 
Midland Racquet Club Invita-
tional in Midland, Texas, today 
through Sunday. 

— Casey Michel 

Golf finishes 10th 
in Memphis 

The golf team finished 10th out 
of 15 teams in the Memphis Intercol-
legiate last Tuesday in Memphis, 
Tenn. 'Hie tournament was held at 
the Colonial Country Club, a par 72 
course of 7,334 yards. 

'Hie Owls shot 604,32 strokes 
behind tournament champion 
University of Mississippi. The 
team was 11th after the opening 
round but cut six strokes off of 
its first-day total to leapfrog the 
University of Nebraska. 

Rice was led by sophomore 
Christopher Brown's three-over 
score of 147. Brown, who shot 
73 on Monday and 74 on Tues-
day, finished tied for 18th in the 
field. Fellow sophomore Michael 
Buttacavoli also helped the Owls, 
finishing tied at 34th with a six-
over 150. Sophomores Zach Wil-
son and Tim Pawul and freshman 
Michael Whitehead rounded out 
the Owls' top five finishers. 

Hie final round of the tourna-
ment was canceled due to inclem-
ent weather. 

The team will head to Choud-
ranl, La. next Monday to compete 
in the Squire Creek Invitational. 

— Casev Michel 

ROAD 
From page 16 

players in double-digits in digs. 
Lam and senior outside hitter 
Kristina Dennemann combined 
for 44 digs, showing why Rice's 
defense is ranked 11th in the 
nation. Unfortunately, it was not 
quite enough for the win. 

Rice's defense was solid again 
two days later against the Golden 
Hurricane (16-5, 4-2 C-USA), 
posting a season-high 109 blocks, 
including 25 from Lam and 20 from 
McClean. Sophomore outside 
hitter Jessie Boulavsky broke her 
career record for blocks with six, 
along with six each from Bogan 
and freshman middle blocker 
Caroline Gill. 

Both teams battled back and 
forth in die opening game. But 
with the score tied at 29, a quick 
kill from Bogan followed by an 
ace from McClean gave Rice the 
31-29 win. The teams continued 
to trade points early in game two 
until the Golden Hurricane broke 
ahead to a 20-15 advantage. Unable 
to catch up, die Owls dropped the 
game 3028. 

After Tulsa took the third 
game, Rice evened the score at 
2-2 with a 30-22 victory in the 
fourth game. 

'Hie Owls then appeared set to 
take the match, posting an 8-3 lead 
early in the fifth game. However, 
five straight Tulsa points tied 
the score at eight, and Rice was 
never able to regain momentum, 
falling 15-11. 

Despite the two losses, head 
coach Genny Volpe said she saw 
some positives from the matches. 

"The entire team, the entire 
coaching staff walked away know-
ing we're playing really good vol-
leyball," she said. "We just need to 
clean up the little things." 

IN FOCUS: VOLLEYBALL TEAM LEADERS 
GP: Holdemess/Schamun (68) 

Matches played: 5-way tie (18) 

Matches started: Schmn (18) 

Kills: Holdemess (236) 

Kills/gm: Holdemess (3.47) 

Errors: Holdemess (112) 

Kill pet: Brewczyk (.400) 

Assists: Schamun (758) 

Service aces: McCleari (24) 

SA/gm: Dennemann (0.40) 

SE: Schamun (41) 

Digs: Lam (250) 

Digs/gm: Lam (3.79) 

Blocks: Gill (79) 

Blocks/gm: Shammah (1.14) 

Points: Holdemess (269.5) 

Come to the Rice University 
Law School Fair! 

Come meet and ask questions of representa-

tives from prestigious law schools from around 

the country. This year's participants include 

Duke University, Cornell, 

Stanford, Columbia, Boston College, New York 

University, Baylor and many more! 

Tuesday, October 30,2007 
11:00am - 3:00pm 

Ley Student Center Fa rns wor th 

Open to al l Interested students. 
Admission is free. 

Sponsored by 
Student Judicial Programs and Legalese 

THE FINEST STRAIGHT-UP ROCK BAND IN AMERICA" -The Village Voice 
mmwmmm 

M WllK FEELS LIKE A NATURAL PROGRESSION- 6RATIFYINGLY STRONG."- Entertainment Weekly 
mmm 

"AN ICONIC AMERICAN SOUND" - Billboard 

WALK CLUB V, HOUSTON 
O c t 26 th a t 8 p m 

Tickets from $27.50 

www.ticketmaster.com 
HANSON.NET IN STORES NOW 

http://www.ticketmaster.com
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Preferred Student & 
Employer Program 

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

1 Baylor Plaza 

Houston, Texas 77030 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 

HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT HOUSTON 

7000 Fannin Street 

Houston, Texas 77030 

MD ANDERSON CANCER CENTER 
1515 Holcombe Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 77030 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

6100 Main Street 

Houston, Texas 77005 

ALL students & employees -

1/2 deposit 

Waived admin fee 

No application fee 

Any resident transferred wi th school or company can give 

a 30-day notice and will be released from the lease contract. 

Letter from employer or school required. 

Mon - Thurs 10 am - 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm 

Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 

www.alexanmainstreet.com 
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Owls look to youth to exceed last season's impressive finish 
by Tracy Dansker 

FOR T H E T H R K S H E R 

For most swim teams, starting 
almost every m ?et 32 points down 
before the meet even began would 
be a bit disheartening. But for 
Rice, whose lack of a diving team 
will cost them those 32 points, this 
disadvantage just adds fuel to its 
competitive fire. 

l l i e Owls travel to their first meet 
today in I^s Cruces, N.M. against 
the U niversity of Nor thern Colorado 
and New Mexico Stale University 
before swimming against five teams 
at the Phill Hansel Duals at the end 
of this month. However, according 
to head coach Seth Huston, the 
toughest meets will come toward 
the end of the season. 

"Our conference meet is undoubt-
edly kind of big because that's typi-
cally where we want to, at minimum, 
get second," Huston said. "We'd like 
to try to narrow the gap [and] feel 
like we have a shot at winning it. If 
all goes well that's also the place 
where we expect to qualify people 
to go to NCAAs." 

I.ast season ended on the highest 
of high notes as Rice finished second 
at the Conference USA Swimming 
and Diving championships, its best 
finish in any conference meet since 
1976. This year, however, the Owls 
have a long way to go if they are 

to expect a repeat performance. 
The team lost two of its top scorers 
from conference: Andrea Hurn is 
no longer eligible and senior Jen-
nifer Hill redshirted after suffering 
a shoulder injury. With only one 
other senior on the roster and five 
freshmen coming in, Rice will field 
a very young team in 2007. 

Junior Diane Ciu, one of Rice's co-
captains, said she is not worried about 
the Owls' youth. Rather, she said the 
freshmen have made a positive impres-
sion heading into the season. 

"They come to practice with a 
really positive attitude every day 
and of tent imes they ' re leading 
the lanes," Gu said. "Coming in as 
freshmen, they just want to impress 
us. They want to fit in and they're 
doing just that." 

Rice fans will have plenty to 
look out for this year. The Owls' 
lone senior, Brittany Massengale, is 
also one of the top swimmers in the 
conference, if not the nation. One 
year removed from representing 
the United States at the World ()pen 
Water Championships, Massengale 
took third in the mile and fourth in 
both the 200-and 40((-freestyle at the 
C-USA championships last season. 
She will handle the long distance 
freestyle events for the Owls along 
with junior Caitlin Warner. 

Like Massengale, Warner quali-
fied for the 10-kilometer swim at the 
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Junior Diane Gu, one of the swim team's co-captains, will compete with fellow 
junior Carlyann Miller and freshman Sally DeWitt in freestyle sprints this year. 

Date Meet Time 
1 0 / 1 2 New Mexico State 5 p.m. 
1 0 / 1 2 Northern Colorado 5 p.m. 
1 0 / 1 3 New Mexico State 1 1 a.m. 
1 0 / 1 3 Northern Colorado 1 1 a.m. 
1 0 / 2 6 Phill Hansel Duals 5 p.m. 
1 0 / 2 7 Phill Hansel Duals 1 1 a.m. 
11 /15-17 Speedo Cup all day 
1 2 / 2 9 West Florida Relays all day 
1 / 1 1 Texas A&M 2 p.m. 
1 / 1 8 SMU 6 p.m. 
1 / 1 9 North Texas 1 1 a.m. 
1 / 2 5 Houston 5 p.m. 
1 / 2 5 LSU 5 p.m. 
1 / 2 6 Houston 1 1 a.m. 
1 / 2 6 LSU 1 1 a.m. 
2 / 1 New Orleans TBA 
2 / 2 7 - 3 / 1 Conference USA Championships all day 
3 /4 -6 American Long Course Championships all day 

3 / 2 0 - 2 2 NCAA Championships all day 

Home tournaments/dual matches in bold. 
All t imes central. 

2007 World Open Water Champion-
ship Trials later this month. This 
meet will give them the opportunity 
to compete for a spot on the U.S. na-
tional team that will head to Beijing 
for the 2008 Summer Olympics. 

If the Owls are to make any head-
way in C-USA this year, Massengale 
and Warner will have to score big. 
But Rice is also looking to freshman 
Karen Gerken, a Texas all-state h on-
oree, to score in distance freestyle, 
(iu and fellow junior Carlyann Miller 
will lead the freestyle sprints and 
may be joined by freshman Sally 
DeWitt. Other veteran freestylers 
include juniors Skylar Craig and Keri 
Hyde and sophomores Megan Land, 

Stephanie Eberhardt, Pam Zelnick 
and Erin Mattson. 

Mattson, the conference champion 
in the 2(X)-yard butterfly last year, will 
lead the butterfly for die Owls again 
this year. Craig, who took third in the 
200-backstroke at the C-USA meet, is 
also looking to produce for Rice. 

The Owls competed well in the 
backstroke last season, placing 
four girls in the top nine of the 
100-yard and four in the top six 
of the 200-yard in the conference 
tournament. Hyde and sophomores 
Angela Wo and Justine Lin will 
continue to compete in this event 
in addition to f reshmen Kait Chura 
and Sarah Korellis. Senior Amy 

Halsey will miss this season due 
to a back injury. 

The individual medley is by far 
the most unpredictable event in 
terms of who will swim. Eberhardt 
and junior Natalie Kirchoff did well 
last year, but this may be an event 
where freshmen dominate — spe-
cifically, Chura, Korellis and Ashten 
Ackerman, all of whom competed in 
IM in high school. 

Considering all of the individual 
talent, it comes as no surprise that 
there are great expectations for this 
year's relay teams. Both the freestyle 
and medley relays had good finishes 
last year and all of those swimmers 
will be returning this season. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Sophomore Erin Mattson will return to compete in the freestyle in the upcoming season. The Owls' first meet of the 
year starts today in Las Cruces, N.M. against Northern Colorado and New Mexico State. 

KAUST Discovery Scholarship 

Full scholarships for science and 
technology students 

The King Abdul lah University of Science and Technology (KAUST), a 21st 

century graduate- level , research university, is o f fer ing scholarships for 

fu tu re leaders in science, engineer ing, and technology. 

The benef i ts of the KAUST Discovery Scholarship inc lude: 

• Full t u i t i on at cur rent ins t i tu t ion 

• Living st ipend, book and computer a l lowance 

• Upon graduat ion, admission and ful l scholarship for the KAUST 

master's degree program at the University 's Red Sea campus 

The KAUST campus opens in September 2009 . H igh ly ta len ted 

students w i t h one to three years remaining in first university degree 

programs can apply now. 

Visit www.kaust.edu.sa/discovery, or email 

scholarships@kaust.edu.sa. 

KAUST 

CONTACT: 

KAUST Scholarships c/o HE 

520 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 740 

Houston, TX 77027 

Phone: 713.621.6300 x23 

http://www.kaust.edu.sa/discovery
mailto:scholarships@kaust.edu.sa
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POWDERPUFF PREDICTIONS: WEEK 5 

Casey Michel 

I H H I ! Brown 
Brown 'We're so 

much better 
than anyone" 

•v V,V. * •, < | - HI 

Stephen 
Whitfield 

E.I.C. 

Brown 
(longwinded 
story about 

powderpuff his-
tory) 

Sarah 
Rutledge 

News 

1S! 1 I 

Lovett 
"Make some-

thing up" 

Jocelyn 
Wright 

More news 

1 don't know 

1 jjg v I 
Yuekal Sun 

Too many 
news people 

Lovett 
"Because girl-
on-girl is not 

OK" 

Wiess H a n S 2 e n 

r 'Ryan «• 
Dansker. 

Hanszen* V!. . 
Yikes. 

Wiess 
"We need 
upsets in 

powderpuff" 

Hanszen 
Wiess 
"Duh" 

Wiess 

Jones J o n e s 

n •Baker 
scored last 

week!" 

mm * . 

„ . . Martel 
"But Martel 

WRC needs better 
cheers" 

Jones 
"I'm not 
dumb" 

WRC 
"Up is down, 
left is right" 

Baker 
"1 really like 

their library" 

Martel 
"Martel!" 

Baker 
"1 hate Jones, 
but don't say 

that" 

WRC 

Baker 
"But Jones will 

score" 

WRC 

Hanszen 
Hanszen "Will Sack-

vs. A-Balthrop 
Sid campaign 

continue?" 

Sid 
"We're gonna 

get off the 
schneid" 

Hanszen 1 don't know. 
Again. 

Sid 

Wiess 
Wiess 

i ««-.•* ' h°Pe 

L0V6tt 

Nobody 
deserves to 

win 

Lily is a 
slave-driver 

Wiess 
"Love it, hate it, 
burn it down." 

Wiess 

•denotes Thresher Game of the Week 
**The Thresher EIC would like to apologize to Baker for being so mean 

V 
THE 

FIUBU6 
^ m m m 

SHOT 

Tuesday, October 16th 

11:00 am- 4:00 pm 
Kelley Lounge 

The Methodist Hospital 

Wellness Services will offer an 

immunization clinic for Rice 

students. There is no need to 

schedule an appointment. 

Students will pay the day 

of the clinic using CASH or 

CHECK only. Make checks 

payable to The Methodist 

Hospital Wellness Services. 

For more information visit: 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/-wellness/immunizations 2007.htm 

' 

BY THE 
NUMBE 
Oct. 5-0ct. 9 

Digs 
RU — Lam 25, McClean 20, Holderness 16 
Tulsa — Grove 36, Boyle 16, Silva 15 

Attendance — 117 

RICE 2 SMU 3 
Oct. 5 ,2007 —Dallas, Texas 

Rice 30 28 30 27 10 
SMU 20 30 21 30 15 

Oct. 5,2007 — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

UH (4-5-1): Scott, Baker, Geyer, Conrad, Byrne. Cannon, 
Rathweg, Rodriguez, Echeverria, Booker. Beyelia; 
Substitutes: Pfeiffer, Nieva, Babb. 

Rice (6-3-1): Erkei, Conn, Schugart, Taylor, B. Martin, 
Robbins, Ostendorf, Wong, Jaggers. C. Martin; 
Substitutes: Scott, Petric, Holloway. 

Goals: Edwards 2 (7, 8). 
Assists: Schugart, C. Martin. 
Cautions: Geyer 72'. 
Ejections: None. 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Clocks 

Rice 
77 
30 
203 
.232 
72 
13 
94 
11.0 

SMU 
63 
27 
206 
.175 
57 
6 
86 
9.0 

Final Stats 
Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 628 

UH 
4 
2 
4 
4 
14 
2 

Rice 
24 
6 
2 
7 
9 
1 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
RU — Bogan 18, McClean 18. Holderness 16 
SMU — Peter 16. Rainbird 15, Wilkerson 15 

Assists 
RU — Schamun 6 1 
SMU — Kons 5 1 

Digs 
RU — Lam 23, Dennemann 21, Holderness 17 
SMU — Davis 30, Rainbird 17, Wilkerson 16 

Attendance — 232 

GOLF 

MEMPHIS INTERCOLLEGIATE 
Oct. 8-9, 2007 —Memphis, Tenn. 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 2 TULSA 3 
Oct. 7, 2007 —Tulsa. Okla. 

Rice 31 28 27 30 11 
Tulsa 29 30 30 22 15 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Rice 
72 
31 
216 
.190 
68 
8 
109 
14.0 

Tulsa 
68 
37 
221 
.140 
63 
7 
103 
11.0 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
RU — Holderness 15, Boulavsky 14, McClean 12 
Tulsa — Nepomuceno 27, Ridley 15. Stout 11 

Assists 
RU — Schamun 58 
Tulsa — Silva 57 

1. Mississippi 572 
2. Southern Miss 580 
3. Memphis 583 
4. Penn State 584 
t5. Mississippi State 591 
t5. Wisconsin 591 
7. Xavier 595 
8. South Alabama 598 
9. Arkansas State 599 
10. Rice 604 
11. Louisiana-Lafayette 608 
12. South Florida 610 
13. Nebraska 611 
14. Tulsa 612 
15. Southeastern III. 612 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
I need to go back and watch "Heroes." 
I'm pretty sure there should be a 12-step program for 
"Heroes" addicts. Me and Mark could be buddies. 
However, "Heroes" isn't quite as good as "Desperate 
Housewives" yet (what's up with the new neighbors??) 
Rockies-Indians World Series. Please. 
At least the Yankees are out of it. Now I can make fun 
of my assis'^nts/copy editor to my heart's content. 
A-Rod: Chicago Cub 2007-2010, Boston Red Sock 
(along with Lou Piniella) 2010-2014. 
They say pitching wins championships. Therefore the 
NL does not stand a chance this year. 
Go Mariners! 
At least we've still got Ichiro. 

POWDERPUFF S T A N D I N G S : WEEK 5 
Rank Team Record Point Diff 

1 Brown 4-1 33 

2 Martel 3-1 39 

3 Hanszen 3-1 26 

4 Jones 3-1 18 

5 Will Rice 3 1 17 

6 Sid Rich 2-3 19 

7 Wiess 1-3 -19 

8 Lovett 0-3 4 7 

9 Baker 0-3 -86 

Do you have ACNE on 
your face? 

We are looking for participants who have 
moderate to severe acne on the face to 
participate in a research study of a new 

Photodynamic Therapy (PDT). 

Participants must be: 
•18 to 35 years of age with moderate to severe acne 
•In good general health 

Qualified participants will receive. 
•Study-related care 
•Study medication 
•Compensation for time and travel 

To find out more information about the study, please call: 

713-985-0210 ext. 113 

Suzanne Bruce and Associates, P A 
Dr Suzanne Bruce 

Dermatology 
1900 St James Place, Suite 650 

Houston, TX 77056 
www.sba-skincare com 

• Center f o r 

in Research 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/-wellness/immunizations
http://www.sba-skincare
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ALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY 47 
Psych! It's Monday! 

Today's classes run on a Monday 
schedule. No, it's not an evil plot 
to screw you over, it's supposed 
to even out the number of class 
meetings during the semester. 

THURSDAY 

Ring a ling ling 
The President's Fall Town Hall 
Meeting is this morning in 
Baker Hall's Doe Commons, 
9-10:30 a.m. 

FRIDAY 

America's treasured political 
debate which is always there 
even when other things are in 
the public eye 

Two Wee alums, Stephen Fell 
and Will Thompson, went deep 
into the continuing debates on 
abortion in the United States. 
Hie result: "Unborn in the USA: 
Inside the War on Abortion." 
The Rice Media Center will 
be showing the film tonight, 
tomorrow and Sunday at 8 p.m. 
Student and staff tickets are $5, 
general admission $6. 

Bring your mom. 

Baker Blues is tonight. Don't 
be afraid to show your folks 
the lighter side of Rice while 
they're here. I'm sure they'd 
be happy to know that you don't 
spend all of your time toiling. 
All work and no play does make 
you a dull boy/girl. Be classy 
for mom and dad, for just four 
hours: 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

SUNDAY 

Dirty dirty. 

The Houston Roller Derby finals 
are tonight! The 2006 defend-
ing champs, the Psych Ward 
Sirens, will face off the Bayou 
City Bosses in what is sure to be 
a fantastic contest of whatever. 
6 p.m. in the Verizon Wireless 
Theater (right by the Angelika). 
Tickets are $10. For more info, 
go to houstonrollerderby.com. 

MONDAY 

Two bits 

RPC Barber Day begins at 10 a.m. 

THURSDAY 

O Boy O Books! 
Friends of Fondren Library will 
host a book sale in the RMC's 
Grand Hall, 5-9 p.m. This 
pre-sale is open for a $10 admis-
sion. The alternative is to go on 
Friday, Oct. 26 between 10 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. at no charge. Paper-
backs: 50 cents. Hardbacks: $2. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 

space available basis. 

FU n n i e s t m a n a l i v e . Time Out New York 

8 pm I Thurs, Oct 25 
JONES HALL 

L3T3D 

- - Wm I 

I , 
m > 

t ickets: 713.227.4SPA spahouston.org 
wmm G R O U P S OF 15 OR M O R E . CALL 7 1 3 . 6 3 2 . 8 1 13 . 

MYSTERY-FREE MEAT. 

How our chicken is raised, naturally, makes all the difference. 

In fact, both the chicken and pork we serve in Texas 

are free of antibiotics and added growth hormones, 

fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely. 

We think that meat raised naturally is better. 

Serving naturally raised meat is another step in our 

ongoing Food With Integrity journey - bringing you 

the best ingredients from the best sources. 

M E X I C A N G R I L L 

SERVING ANTIBIOTIC-FREE CHICKEN IN TEXAS 

F A N N I N & a D R Y D E N 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
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US! 
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M H H 1 

CHME 

LEGEND 

ELEC: 
"I wouldn't consider myself anywhere near the most attractive girl in the world, 
but let's just say I spend every ELEC class I have trying to come up with a new 
word to describe how ugly all the guys are." 

These results are compiled from the student evaluations 
conducted by the office of the Backpage, spring 
semester 2007. As a result, only students that were on 
campus during that semester will appear in these charts. 
Graduate students are not included in these results. 

Students were ranked on a scale of one to five on two 
different scales: One scale measured the physical 
attractiveness of the person, the other the probability 
of the person putting out. A vote of one indicates an 
more attractive person or sluttier attitude. A vote of five 
indicates an unattractive person or prudish attitude. 

These graphs are arranged in descending order, 
so the hottest and easiest students will always 
appear at the top of the list. Quotes are taken from 
anonymous student comments and are chosen to reflect 
overall student comments toward a department. 

STUDENT COMMENTS 
ENGL: Im a S/E, so the only time I really get to see attractive guys 
is when I walk by the athlete table in the south servery at lunch. 
But I took a english class for distro and was overwelmed. I have 
never had a guy talk to me before accept in grunts and problem 
sets. They may not be athletes but I do'nt care. HOT! 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

DVDA 
MUSI 
SOCI 
FREN 
HART 

PHIL 
ARCH 
RELI 

• 

DVDA: 
"I was playing the violin for a play, and the actors were all DVDA majors. I wouldn't 
say they were the most attractive people ever, but my purity score dropped by 
70 points at the cast party. Be assured, it is called DVDA for a reason." 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

I 

HELP WANTED 

WANTED: UNDERGRAD STUDENT 
to tutor 2nd g rade r 3 h r s / w k (Tues, 
Thurs , 1 weekend hr) , West Univ. 
Email Jason.lori@retetra.com for 
m o r e info. 

1BARTENDING! $250/ DAY Potential. 
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. (800) 965-6520. 

MOTHER'S HELPER WANTED to 
provide care, fun, and transportation 
for 2 delightful children. Part-time after-
noons, evenings. Sundays noon-5. 
$12/hr. Email kathy. welch@tpi. net. 

FULL AND PART-TIME help wanted. 
2429 Rice Blvd. (713) 529-2891. 

BONIUK CENTER WEBSITE/Pro-
duction Assistant. Work 10 hours a 
week updating Center 's website/as-
sisting in the production of bimonthly 
radio program/podcast . Requires pro-
ficiency in Mac and PC, particularly in 
Garageband software. $10/hr. Contact 
bjsmith@rice.edu or (713) 348-4536 

RICE PRO F SEEKS occasional evening/ 
weekend/vacation sitter for delightful 
5-yr-old boy/girl twins. One mile from 
c a m p u s . T ranspo r t a t i on provided 
if necessary. $10/hr. Please contact 
heinken@rice.edu. 

AMAZING SITTER NEEDED for after 
school care of our 9 & 11 yr old children. 
Must be reliable, fun, energetic, with 
dependable • car and clean driving record. 
Must loveworkingand playingwith chil-
dren. M-F3-6pin. (832) 444-1331. 

WANTED: RICE STUDENT who 
would be available every Monday-
Thursday from 4pm - 7:30pm to help 
out a busy house of 4 boys (ages 10 and 
down) with daily homework, reading 
skills, games and occasional football/ 
baseball practice transportation. Job 
pays $12 /hour and we would like 
someone to start as soon as possible. 
Our home is located in Bellaire. I Mease 
call Scott at (713) 332-4400 or Jennifer 
at (713) 664-1511. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNINGS, a 
private tutorial service, needs part-
time tutors in Mathematics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, French. Spanish, 
English, Economics , and Finance. 
Flexible hours. Excellent pay. No house 
calls. Office located close to campus. 
(713) 528-7085. 

HOUSING 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. BIKE to Rice. 
1200 Mt Vernon. Large two bedroom, 
two bath apar tment . Hardwood floors 
with c a r p e t e d b e d r o o m s . On-si te 
l aundry . Cove red p a r k i n g . Small 
owner managed building. Available 
mid October. $995 with lease and 
deposit . Andover. (713) 524-3344. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348 5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 

m 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:Jason.lori@retetra.com
mailto:bjsmith@rice.edu
mailto:heinken@rice.edu

