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Construction 
commences 
Campus takes an aesthetic 
toll as Rice prepares to grow 

By Stephen Whitfield 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Careening into the Rice experience 
TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Wiess College freshmen maneuver a shopping cart around a sharp turn during Mock Beer-Bike, a competition between Wiess and Jones 
Colleges that is a standing Orientation Week tradition. For more on 0-Week, see the Thresher's special section, pages 14-17. 

Students moving back on campus this 
weekend will notice a university far different 
from the one they left last spring. A number 
of construction projects at Rice have given 
the campus the look and feel of a giant work 
zone, something that students will continue to 
experience for the next few years. 

Find more on summer construction inside: 
• Work order changes, page 5 
• Speaker phone updates, page 6 
• New graduate student housing, page 7 
• Emergency contact system, page 11 

Duncan College may have just received its 
new name, but work on both it and McMurtry 
College has been moving steadily throughout 
the summer. Assistant Vice President of Facili-
ties, Engineering and Planning DougTomlin-
son said construction crews recently finished 
the underground utilities work. Both colleges 
are still scheduled to be finished by May 2009 

see CONSTRlJCTION. page 6 

interim decision eliminat- Jones School proposes Ph.D. 
ea lor zuus admissions 

by Lily Chun 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L STAKE 

Prospective students to the 
class of 2012 can no longer ap-
ply to Rice via interim decision. 
The Office of Enrollment chose 
to stop offering interim decision 
applications in January. Interim 
decision enabled students to ap-
ply to Rice and receive a decision 
in February instead of April. The 
option was non-binding and began 
at Rice in the 1970s. 

Vice Pres iden t for Enroll-
ment Chris Munoz said the fact 
that top-tier schools around the 
nation dropped early decision 
had no bearing on Rice's choice 
to cease offering interim. Munoz 
said the enrollment office ceased 
to offer interim decision because 
the three decisions were exhaust-
ing application reviewers, who 
had between Feb. 18 and April 1 
to accept or reject regular deci-
sion applicants. 

"We came to the conclusion 
that with the significant increase 

in the applicant pool that we 
expect to achieve, the number 
of decisions that we are going to 
make are going to be significantly 
increased," Munoz said. 

Since Rice plans to increase 
enrollment by 30 percent, his 
office would be even more taxed, 
he said. 

"We had a number of students 
who applied under interim deci-
sion who, at the time, we decided 
we couldn't make a positive deci-
sion on," Munoz said. "But they 
were of such quality, that we 
moved them to the regular deci-
sion process. What that means is 
after we had read and evaluated 
several hundred applicat ions 
as interim, we had to re-read 
them and re-evaluate them as 
regular decision." 

Munoz said he thought it was 
unfair to make a final decision 
to accept or reject an applicant 
during the interim process. 

"We could have regular deci-
sion students who may be offered 

set' INTERIM, page 6 

by Julia Bursten and Evan Mint^» 
THRKSHKR K D I K )KtAI S I A I I 

A doctoral program in manage-
ment may soon become a reality at 
Rice. The Graduate Council unani-
mously approved a proposal for the 
Ph.D. program put forth by the Jones 
Graduate School of Management at 
the end of last semester, Graduate 
Council chair Jim Faubion said. If 
approved by the Faculty Senate, the 
program could improve the Jones 
School's international reputation, 
strengthen connections between the 

Jones School anil other academic de-
partments, and providenewresearch 
opportunities for undergraduates. 

Die Jones School is currently 
the only school at Rice that does not 
offer a doctorate, and the absence 
of a Ph.D. program has hurt the 
School's international standing. 
Jones School Dean Bill Glick said. 
Implementing the research-based 
Ph.D. would greatly increase the 
Jones School's publication volume, as 
well as satisfying a popular business-
school-ranking criterion. 

"We get dinged on it every year," 

Giick said. 
The increased visibility and 

research prestige will also help 
to attract top tier business faculty, 
who are in short supply worldwide. 
A 2003 report from the Association 
to Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business showed there is currently 
an international shortage of doctoral 
faculty in business and a growing 
demand for such faculty. The report 
inspired the Jones School to act on 
years of talks about creating a Ph.D. 
program. 

see BUSINESS, page 6 

Former Energy Secretary Charles 
Duncan namesakes 11th college 

by Lily Chun 
I H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A H 

INSIDE 

Back again... 
Classes for undergraduates 

begin Monday. Registration for 
new students begin 8 a.m. today 
and deadline for adding and 
dropping courses without a fee 
is Friday, Sept. 7 for all students. 
Time to dust off those glue 
sticks and rulers and practice 
your best sick voice. All course 
evaluations with comments 
from student s are now available 
online via Esther rather than 
posted on the SA website. 

Let's have a picnic! 
The SA hos t s Sammy's 

Picnic Thursday at Founder's 
Court. Serveries will be closed 
for dinner. 

OPINION Page 3 
Irony in Rice's power 

A&E Page 1 9 
hwe yo u r Musettm District 

SPORTS Page 26 -27 
Volleyball and soccer previews 

Quote of the Week 

"I was like 'Wow, this is way better 
than normal.' It doesn't taste like 
battery acid anymore, and that's 
good." 
— Brown college senior Sara Lark 
on fair trade coffee. See Story, 
Page 11. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Sunny, 74-95 degrees 
Saturday 
Isolated T-storms, 75-92 degrees 
Sunday 
Scattered T storms, 75-89 degrees 

Rice announced Tuesday that 
Charles ('47) and Anne Duncan 
gave $30 million to support the 
11th residential college. Duncan 
College will be the first build-
ing on campus to be gold-level 
LEED certif ied. Construct ion 
of Duncan and McMurtry has 
already begun. 

Duncan said he and his wife 
decided to be the donors for the 
college a few weeks ago, although 
they discussed the possibility 
throughout the year. 

Duncan was not himself as-
sociated with any residential col-
lege, since the residential college 
system was not established until 
1957. However, Duncan witnessed 
the residential college system 
from an administrative standpoint 
as chairman of the Rice Board of 
Trustees from 1982 to 1996. 

"We think that the college 
system has been very effec-
tive at Rice," Duncan said. "It's 
something that we believe in. 
and we think it's a key ingredient 
with the success Rice has had 
with students." 

As former U.S. Secretary of 
Energy and former chair of the 
Business Coalition for Clean Air, 

Duncan said he is a proponent 
of environmental conservation. 
He said he and his wife were 
not involved in planning the 
green aspects of the college, 
but he was pleased with the 
environmental characteristics. 

Director of News and Media 
Relations BJ Almond said the 
sustainable features of the new-
college include lights that switch 
off automatically, a classroom 
with sustainable materials and 
furnishings, automatic shut-off 
air-conditioners with open win-
dows. pre-fabricated bathrooms, 

a system to monitor energy con-
sumption, 25 percent reduced 
energy consumption, 30 percent 
reduced water consumption and 
a roof that will decrease heating 
and cooling usage. 

"We were very sympathetic 
with [constructing a green build-
ing], but a lot of the thinking 
came from the Rice community," 
Duncan said. 

In addition to funding Dun-
can College, the Duncans have 
contributed to the Duncan Hall 
of Engineering as well as the 
Shepherd School of Music. 

GREEN AMENITIES 
Rice's newest residential college. Duncan College, will sport 
a number of "green" technologies designed to conserve 
energy and cater to eco-friendly guidelines. 

• Automatic sensors wil l switch off l ights in empty rooms. 

• Classrooms will be out f i t ted with furni ture and suppl ies made 
with sustainable mater ia ls . 

• Air condi t ioning systems will detect when windows are opened 
and shut themselves off . 

• Vegetation on the roof provides natural insulat ion which miti-
gates temperature ext remes reducing energy costs. 

• Students can monitor their energy consumpt ion onl ine and can 
modify their l i festyle accordingly to be more green. 
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Management Ph.D. must 
meet university standard 

The Jones Graduate School of Management proposed a doctoral 
program in management to the Graduate Council last semester (see 
story, Page 1). While we greatly applaud this step of increasing 
research on campus, we have a big reservation about the courses 
associated with the doctorate. 

Generally, introducing a doctoral program affects little outside the 
program's department — Ph.D. students take most of their classes 
from their department alone. But the Jones School's proposal does 
exactly the opposite: In the typical proposed management Ph.D. 
student's schedule, 75 percent of the courses listed are graduate-
level courses from departments outside the Jones School, including 
economics, statistics and political science. 

Currently, the relative isolation of the Jones School from the rest 
of the university permits its admissions office, which will handle man-
agement Ph.D. candidate applications, to consider applicants based 
on the Jones School's standard — which is markedly lower than the 
university's. If management Ph.D. candidates are considered on par 
with Jones MBA candidates, departments outside the Jones School 
will suffer the consequences: Lower-caliber graduate students will 
flow from the Jones School to other university departments, take 
up space in classes and lower the quality of class discussions. And 
this will hurt the university. 

If management Ph.D. candidates are allowed to take mostly 
non-Jones School classes, their admissions standards must match 
those of the rest of the university, and there must be regulations 
imposed to ensure that those standards are being met. We urge the 
Faculty Senate to take this issue into account when they consider 
the proposed doctoral program. 

Outer Loop needs 
blue light special 

In case the massive fences and mud pits did not make the fact obvi-
ous, Rice is undergoing a surge of construction (see story, Page 1). 
But beyond the large-scale additions of the pavilion, new power 
plant and two new colleges, there are also subtler improvements 
in campus life — notably, replacing and upgrading the emergency 
phone system (see story, Page 13). 

The old phones looked like leftover props from Doctor Who, and 
they were about as functional. The new blue-light speakerphones 
will work better, and we applaud the Crisis Management Team for 
spearheading the program. However, the effectiveness of the upgrade 
is limited: Students still do not have phones along the Outer Loop, 
where they are most needed to protect against criminal threats. 

The Outer Loop is the most exposed and most poorly-lit location 
on campus. It is also where people — often in runners' trances or 
listening to iPods — are least aware of their surroundings. Given 
these circumstances, emergency phones are a necessity. If CMT 
is going to emphasize the phones' utility in emergencies, it should 
install phones where they will be used. 

We know the Rice University Police Department does a great 
job, and safety on campus is never a concern to be losing sleep over. 
But the dull blue glow from the emergency phones would reassure 
runners that, even on the Outer Ix>op, they are only a button away 
from help. 

Coffee talk 
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Guest column 

Work hard, play hard: a dangerous myth 

Two big things hit Rice's caffeine radar at the beginning of the 
semester, and both deserve a hot, steaming mug of appreciation: 

• The serveries started brewing fair trade coffee and iced 
tea from Katz Coffee (see story, Page 11). The socially conscious 
grounds warm our souls, but the real kicker is we can actually drink 
the coffee without getting suicide notes from our tastebuds. Thank 
the coffee gods, we may actually have a chance of staying awake for 
8 a.m. CAAM lectures — the first one, anyway. 

• The Student Association bought reusable mugs for all 
incoming students (See SA Briefs, Page 12), so they can down 
huge quantities of java without raising Rice's trash volume. But the 
scheme will not work unless students actually use the mugs — so 
we encourage guilt trips over throwing away Styrofoam coffee cups. 
Feel it yourself; tell a friend. Or just reuse from the beginning and 
avoid the pain. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

D u r i n g c o l l e g e , most under-
graduates undergo a process of self-
actualization, of becoming who they 
want to be. This week another class 
of talented, resourceful 
students began this jour-
ney through Orientation 
Week. Some of the nation's 
best and brightest become 
part of the Rice family 
every August, and before 
long they will become 
beloved members of the 
Rice community. 

There is an annual cam-
pus ritual, however, that 
concerns many of us within 
the Rice family, especially 
since it follows on the heels O-Week, 
of one of the best things Wee does as 
a university. The ritual I'm referring 
to is the Dis-Orientation party. 

Dis-0 happens on Saturday night 
following O-Week. Newly matricu-
lated students often express shock 
at the amount of alcohol consumed 
at the party, and since they are new 
members of the Rice community, 
many do not know whether they 
should voice outrage, quietly disap-
pear as the party unfolds or join in 
on the fun. As this informal event 
has become a Wee tradition, new 
students become oriented to a way 
of life that is not something the uni-
versity should be proud of. 

Of course, college life has never 
been just about classes and books. 
Everyone needs the chance to blow 
off some steam, but since when 
did relaxing with friends become 
equated with binge drinking and 
reckless behavior? Obviously, the 
problem goes much deeper than 
a single event. Peer pressure re-
mains long after middle school, and 
social science research shows that 
today's college students face even 
greater pressure to excel, despite the 
unprecedented financial, social, and 
personal challenges many of them 
face. But the institutional nod Rice 
gives to Dis-0 by allowing it to be-
come a tradition is not good, and its 
timing is particularly problematic. 

Dis-0 is only a part of a larger myth 
many Americans live by, especially at 
places like Rice. Many people justify 
risky behavior under the mantra of 
"Work hard, play hard." New York 
Times columnist David Brooks has 
written about this in his perceptive 
essay "The Organization Kid," in which 
he describes the incredible achieve-
ments of students at Princeton who 
have accomplished much intellectually 
and personally. 'Hie downside of lead-
ing such successful lives, however, is 
the need to "let loose" every once in 
a while. Brooks wrote that with time 
being limited, students have to capital-

D. Michael 
Lindsay 

ize on the few hours they reserve for 
sowing wild oats. 

Herein lies the premise of the 
work-hard-play-hard myth: Stu-

dents feel they must play 
with similar degrees of 
intensity that they work. 
For many Rice students, 
that is a high standard 
to meet. 

Binge drinking, ca-
sual romant ic liaisons 
and occasionally smoking 
marijuana are the most 
common activities that oc-
cur under the "play hard" 
paradigm. What's wrong 
with this, many will ask, 

especially at a place like Rice where 
so many institutional safeguards 
exist? It's true that EMS, the Rice 
Counseling Center and the norm 
of taking care of one another make 
Rice a safer place if risky behavior 
is going to occur. But the illusion of 
playing hard comes clearly into focus 
when you realize how habit-shaping 
these activities can become. We are 
what we practice. 

not often made in grand, sweeping 
fashion: the most formative choices 
occur incrementally. Like layers of 
sedimentary rock, one decision gives 
way to another. Small decisions can 
make a big difference. 

Hie goal is not to become a cam-
pus of teetotalers or moral prudes. 
But it is a bit troubling that the class 
of 201 l 's Eacebook group descrip-
tion — created by Rice's incoming 
students themselves—is "For t h u ^ 
admitted to Rice University, Class 
of 2011: The place where you work 
hard — but play harder!" It appears 
that the myth has already begun to 
spread. Wee ought to be a place 
where all forms of socializing are 
valued, and the university ought to 
encourage a spectrum of fun and safe 
party options. I urge campus leaders 
to pursue alternative activities for the 
Saturday night following O-Week in 
the years ahead, in the meantime, 
make choices this weekend that 
reflect who you are and who you 
want to become. 

D. Michael Lindsay is a sociology 
professor. 

Binge drinking, casual 

romantic liaisons and 

occasionally smoking 

marijuana are the 

most common activities 

that occur under the 

"play hard" paradigm. 

In the Wellness Center's 2004 
Rice Health Survey, over 9 in 10 Rice 
students said alcohol is a problem at 
their residential college. Thirty-five 
percent of students in the survey 
admitted to having more than 5 
drinks in one silting within the past 
two weeks, and 10 percent admitted 
to having more than 10 drinks within 
a single sitting. 

Moral courage, while not the lone 
solution, is part of the answer. Per-
sonal leadership—something to be 
valued in our students — is not just 
about organizing campus groups or 
scoring points in competition. It also 
entails making the right choices and 
refusing to bow to peer pressure 
when activities conflict with norms 
you want to live by. 

One of the luxuries students 
are afforded during college is the 
chance to consider who they want 
to become and to make decisions 
that move them closer to becoming 
that person. These decisions are 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
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Campus energy policy powered by irony 
W h e n I opened up my letter this 
summer from Dean of Undergradu-
ates Robin Forman, I was delighted 
to find that Field Notes from a Catas-
trophe had been chosen as 
the common reading. Over 
the course of my first year 
at Rice, I had often found 
that the issue of global 
warming was little more 
than an afterthought for 
most students. 

"Finally," I thought, 
"Here is an opportunity for 
students to really start talk-
ing seriously about Rice's 
role in tackling global 
climate change." 

However, I could not help but 
notice the irony in this choice of 
reading material. 

Patrick 
McAnaney 

The vast majority 
of our power on 

campus — and college 
campuses use a lot 
of power—comes 

directly from 
fossil fuels. 

Ixist year I served on the Student 
Association Environmental Com-
mittee, where renewable energy 
was our major focus. We found that 
Rice current ly derives less than 
1 percent of its energy from renew-
able sources. The vast majority of 
our power — and college campuses 
use a lot of power — comes directly 
from fossil fuels. 

Our basic conclusion was that 
more renewable energy on campus 

would be an easy, effective way to 
reduce Rice's carbon footprint 

After meeting with faculty mem-
bers and surveying the student body, 

we devised our initial plan of 
action: a student initiative to 
raise housing fees by $100 
per year that would ensure 
20 percent of energy on 
campus — approximate-
ly the amount of energy 
used by the residential 
colleges — came from re-
newable sources. In other 
words, students would 
volunteer to increase their 
fees by 0.2 percent in order 
to reduce Rice's use of fossil 

fuels by 20 percent. 
Our survey results showed that 

students overwhelmingly supported 
this plan, and we were optimistic that 
it would be able to pass a vote by the 
Student Association. However, our 
plans came to an abrupt halt when 
Housing and Dining informed us that 
such a student initiative would not be 
put in place even if passed by a formal 
vote of the student body. We were told 
that Rice had achieved its success by 
maintaining cheap student fees and 
unnecessary increases in the cost 
of attending Rice would damage its 
national reputation. 

Soon after we were informed of this 
decision. Rice announced that Room 
and Board fees would increase the 
following year by 6.9 percent. 1 could 
not help feeling slightly betrayed. 
Housing and Dining had decided to 
increase its fees by 6.9 percent, and 
yet refused to consider a voluntary 
student initiative to increase fees by 
a mere 0.2 percent more. Apparently, 
global warming was of that little im-
portance to them. 

Thus, when Forman claimed in 
his letter that "global climate change 
is real and merits our most urgent 

concern," I couldn't help but laugh. 
Of course global warming merits 
our urgent concern. Millions of the 
world's poorest people will probably 
die within the next decade from 
famine and drought. 

But when it comes down to it, the 
university seems more concerned 
with its rankings in U.S. News and 
World Report. After all, why force 
new students to read about the 
horrors of global warming if their 
university shows such little interest 
in addressing it? 

After all, what is 
the point of forcing 

freshmen to read about 
the horrors of 

global warming 
if their university 

is not willing to do 
something about it? 

It then occurred to me that the 
debate over renewable energy at Rice 
perfectly mirrored national climate 
change policy—everyone talks about 
global warming, but nothing ever 
seems to get done. As an esteemed na-
tional university, we should be leading 
by example, not following in the foot-
steps of politicians who remain content 
to address the issue with nothing but 
hollow words. We still have a chance 
to change our approach, but if we do 
not act soon it may be too late. 

Patrick McAnaney is a Brown College 
sophomore and member of the Student 
Association environmental committee. 

Guest column 

Exploring the true drains on American society 
In A m e r i c a , we have been told who 
the drains on our society are. They 
arc people on welfare, undocumented 
workers, hippies, hobos and basically 
anyone who hasn't made 
a million dollars — and 
thus hasn't demonstrated 
his or her ability to put in 
a hard day's work. Appar-
ently, in America, a hard 
day's work entitles you to a 
million dollars. 

Yeah, right. Let's wake 
up and look for the real 
drains on society. 

How about marketers? 
M a r k e t i n g e x e c u t i v e s 
spend all day th ink ing 
about which demographic responds 
best to those toothpaste commercials 
you hate so much. And what's worse, 
you fund them. Since marketing is 
paid f< n* by the salesof products, every 
product you buy inherently comes 
with an elevated price tag because of 
the money spent advertising it. 

Or what about Web marketers? 
These people make a living by 
creating and strategically placing 
those make-the-rat-eat-the-cheese 
banner ads on Web sites. Sure, I 
understand that Brian-remember-
him-from-high-school wouldn't be 
able to have his MySpace page and 
needlessly friend everyone he's ever 
met for more than a half-second if it 
were not for banner ads. And what 
a shame that would be. 

Speaking of shameless promo-
tion, what about governmental lob-
byists? A lobbyist requests that the 
government allow industries to do 
things that the government would 
not logically allow industries to do 
and that most American citizens 
would never allow industries to 
do. Essentially, the job of lobbyist 
is to turn the government against 
the people. The government is 
already against the people as it 
is; no one needs to aggravate the 

Ian 
Ragsdale 

situation. But they do, and you 
fund them. 

lobbyists are paid by organiza-
tions representing industries, which 

in turn are paid for by com-
panies within those indus-
tries, and those companies 
make their money selling 
things to you. Think about 
it; your dollars pay the 
salaries of lobbyists who 
spend all their days try-
ing to convince American 
politicians that wetlands 
are not necessary, that 
cigarettes are not being 
advertised tochildren, and 
that chemical, biological 

and radioactive waste does not need 
to be stored according to safety stan-
dards. Run that one down the garbage 
disposal, America. 

though they may be. But elected and 
appointed officials have the job of 
protecting and serving the American 
people, and when they use their power 
to hurt the people they are supposed 
to be helping, they spit in the face of 
every hobo, hippy, full-time student 
and single mother in this country. 
And that means you. 

People may complain about how 
their money goes to those social dregs 
or hobos panhandling under the free-
way. But rarely do you hear complaints 
about those big-bucks black holes who 
make a living by being a leech on the 
gilded underbelly of America. They 
are the true drains on society. 

Ian Ragsdale is a Hanszen College 
senior. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Let's give hazing a 
second chance, Rice style 

In prep school: 
President of the class. 
Valedictorian. 
Captain of football team. 
Baseball star. 
President of dramatic 
club. 
Editor of School news-
paper. 

In college: 
One of the Slimes. 

— A n o n y m o u s 
poem printed in the 
Jan. 9, 1925 issue of 
the Rice Thresher 

Evan 
Mintz 

H a z i n g g e t s a bad rap. And with 
the associated deaths, alcohol 
poisonings and homoeroticism, 
it is quite understandable that 
hazing at Rice has been reduced 
to a shadow of its former self. 
But there used to be a time when 
hazing was a grand and glorious 
tradition on campus. 

Back in Rice's formative years 
before World War II, sophomores 
spent orientation week beating 
slimes, as f reshmen were known, 
while forcing them to climb a 
greased pole. After the slimes 
accomplished this goal, or at least 
attempted it, the extravaganza of 
greased-up boys was followed 
by a forced semi-nude run down 
Main, where Rice girls would 
wait to give the slimes their first 
collegiate kiss. 

The hazing didn't end there. 
While physical hazing was banned 
during the year, a general attitude 
of slime subordination dominated 
campus. Freshmen were treated 
like pathetic animals, subservi-
ent to the demands of anyone 
else. Professors were the worst, 
humiliating the once best and 
brightest of Texas high schools 
with academic rigors that they had 
never before experienced, forcing 
them to disregard their notions of 
self-worth. And it is about time 
Rice brought hazing back. 

No, Rice shouldn't reinstitute 
physical humiliation, like those 
Owls of yore or our dear a lumnus 
A1 Gonzales. Nor should we turn 
to frat-esque challenges of spank-
ings, eating disgusting foods or 
whatever else Lacoste-bearing 
brahs do to pledges. We should 
even turn away from that Rice 
tradition of forcing freshmen to 
drink. Instead, let's bring back 
the 90-year-old Rice tradition of 
academic hazing. 

Back in the roaring '20s, the 
greatest challenge to freshmen 
wasn't the constant name-calling, 
greased-pole-climbing or buying 

on margin. It was classwork. Fail-
ing was the rule, not the exception, 
and the pain from a failed test was 
much worse than any "crossing 

the desert," "unblink-
ing eye" or "paddling 
of the swollen ass with 
paddles"—and we need 
to reclaim that pain. 

Facebook f o r u m s 
and Orientation Week 
lunch tables are fraught 
with braggartly claims 
of math awards, SAT 
s c o r e s and o v e r f u l l 
honors schedules. 

So af ter the "rah-
rah" cult r i tuals and 

hug circles of O-Week, cynical 
upperclassmen should find those 
f r e shmen who tout their petty, 
high school accompl i shmen t s 
and spank them with the paddle 
of "Shut up. I don't care. What 
have you done lately?" 

"Guess how much AP credit 
I have." 

Shut up. 
"Should I be a triple or qua-

druple major?" 
I don't care. 
"I was a national merit scholar 

my senior year." 
What have you done lately? 
We all got into Rice. We're 

all smart — or at least know a 
member of the board of U'ustees. 
No one cares. 

These slimes are too big for 
their britches, and the first week 
of classes is the best time to help 
freshmen face the facts. After all. 
the point of hazing is to break 
down new members so an orga-
nization can build them up. 

Campus is already filled with 
over-inflated egos, and the last 
thing we need is another batch of 
spare-the-rod-and-spoil-the-childs 
who think they're special just for 
being here. Well, you're not special 
until you do something here, for 
Rice. So do it already. 

Most professors are already on 
the right track, especially in Orgo, 
which seems to have the motto, 
"Please, sir. may I have another!" 

Besides, it's for f r e shmen ' s 
own good. Awards, GPAs and 
uninformed ambition will not help 
all the freshmen pre-meds whose 
medical experience is limited to 
reruns of "St Elsewhere." And a 
little academic hazing will help them 
recognize that inconvenient truth. 

So while hazing may be on the 
down and out at most campuses, 
it is time for Rice to reclaim its 
tradition of academic hazing. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
senior and executive editor. 

Or what about Web 
marketers? These 

people make a living 
by creating and 

strategically placing 
those make-the-rat-eat-
the-cheese banner ads 

on Web sites. 

But the biggest drains on society 
are those in political power who use 
their office to help themselves before 
the American people. Our taxes pay 
their salaries, furnish their offices 
and finance their pet projects, and 
our grocery money makes their 
lobbyists' bribe money. 

At least marketers, lobbyists and 
the gaggle of corporate whores are 
doing their jobs, drains on society 
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U / h o the Rice Annual Fund 
reinforces the power of friendship? 

In addition to sponsoring O-Week welcoming activities, Annual Fund dollars ensure 
that the key people who make the residential college system a hallmark of student 
life — college masters, resident associates and college coordinators — have the 
resources to support you. 

To know more about how the Rice Annual Fund 
enchances student life and learning, visit our Web site at 
www.giving.rice.edu/annual. RICE 

Unconvent ional W i s d o m 

U/ho )pv\-eoJ making phone calls could 
be fun and profitable at the same time? 

If you are excited about radical, innovative thinking and want to contribute to the 
philanthropic effort that makes it possible to challenge convention, apply now to work 
as a Student Telefund Ambassador and earn one of the highest student wages on 
campus. To request an application, contact Liju Mathew at liju.mathew@rice.edu. 

http://www.giving.rice.edu/annual
mailto:liju.mathew@rice.edu
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Remembering 
Norman Hackerman 

Former Rice University President 
Norman Hackerman, who served 
from 1970 to 1985, died June 16 in 
Temple,Texasatage95. Hackerman, 
who was Rice's fourth president, over-
sawthe founding of thejesse H.Jones 
Graduate School of Management and 
the Shepherd School of Music. 

Former Rice president Norman 
Hackerman 

Under Hackerman, Rice in-
creased faculty by 229 members and 
added 39 endowed chairs. He stabi-
lized the finances of the university, 
quadrupling the endowment and in-
stitutingthe Brown Challenge Grant, 
which provided millions of dollars in 
matching donations to Rice. 

Hackerman also served as presi-
dent of the University of Texas from 
1967 to 1970. 

Hackerman began his academic-
career at Johns Hopkins University, 
where he received his bachelor's 
degree in 1932 and a doctorate in 
chemistry 1935. During World War 
II, he worked on the Manhattan 
Project, helping to enrich uranium 
for the little Boy nuclear bomb. He 
joined UT in 1945 as an assistant 
professor in chemistry, becoming 
a full professor in 1950, department 
chair in 1952, dean of research in 1960, 
vice president mid provost in 1961 and 
vice chancellor for academic affairs 
for the UT system in 1963. 

After he left Rice in 1985, Hacker-
man served on several committees 
and advisory boards, including the 
National Science Board, the Texas 
Governor's Task Force on Higher 
Education and the Scientific Advi-
sory Board of the Welch Founda-
tion. He was also a member of the 
National Academy of Sciences and 
the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. 

— Evan Mintz 

Search continues for 
University Librarian 

News and Media Relations Direc-
tor BJ Almond released a statement 
Wednesday indicating that newly a|> 
pointed Vice Provost and University 
I jbrari an Tyler Walters withdrew his 
acceptance of the position. Hie state-
ment said Walters, whose position 
was slated for an October 2007 start, 
cited personal reasons as justification 
for his withdrawal. 

Walters will remain in his current 
position as associate director for 
technology and resource services at 
Georgia Institute of Technology. He 
could not be reached for comment 

Interim University Librarian 
Sara Lowman will remain in her 
position indefinitely, and the search 
for a permanent university librarian 
has resumed. 

—Julia Hursten 

FAMIS: new work-
order system 

In an ef for t to make work order re-
quests more efficient, Facilities, Engi-
neering and Planning has instituted 
a new management system called 

FAMIS. This program will provide 
Rice with a new and superior method 
for obtaining facilities assistance 
and maintenance. 

In the past, individuals need-
ing support had to fill out paper 
requests for work orders through 
the Facilities Service Center. Now, 
those in need of maintenance can 
request assistance online via re-
quest forms on FAMIS. This new 
Web-based system will essentially 
allow for a more accessible main-
tenance staff on campus. 

Most work orders go directly 
to the staff members who will 
carry out the requests. This avoids 
potential delays that could result 
from having to reroute work or-
ders through the Facilities Service 
Center, Director of Enterprise 
Applications Andrea Martin said. 
The new system allows users to 
check the status of their work 
requests online. 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Vanessa Johnson said she is thank-
ful for this new service. 

"It was a bit unpredictable [be-
fore] when they'd show up and as-
sess the problem," Johnson said. 

Martin said she believes 
FAMIS will facil i tate work-
order processing. 

'Think about all the buildings on 
campus," Martin said. "It is truly a 
huge facility to maintain." 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

With such a large infrastructure, 
FE&P has accepted a great chal-
lenge, and from all indications it 
seems FAMIS will be an exciting 
and useful improvement for Rice, 
Martin said. 

Students and faculty can ac-
cess FAMIS by logging onto the 
Web-based system at https:///am-
isweb.rice.edu using their Rice ID 
and password. 

— Caroline May 

Introduction of the 
Q-Card 

This year, the METRO U-Pass 
is being replaced with the METRO 
Quick Card, or Q Card, which is 
printed with students' names and 
photos. like its predecessor, the 
Q Card allows undergraduates to 
ride Houston public transportation 
for free during the academic school 
year. Students will keep the same Q 
card through graduation, and the Q 
Cards will display the photos taken 
for students' Rice ID cards. 

Unlike the flat-rate U-Pass, which 
cost the university $55 per student 
per year, Houston public transporta-
tion will charge the university more 
or less for each student according to 
how often he or she uses the Q card. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

New Q cards will replace the U Passes distributed to students every year. 

Associate Vice Presidentand Budget 
Director John Richard said each card 
starts off with an initial balance of $25 
and will be recharged automatically 
as needed so that a student's balance 
is never zero. 

"Rice undergraduate students can 
ride METRO all they want during the 
academic year and the university will 
pay for it," Center for Civic Engage-
ment Executive Director Stephanie 
Post said. 

The Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity of Harris County, Texas initiated 

the change and no longer offers the 
U-Pass. Richard said the cost ot the 
Q Card program is expected to be 
consistent with prior years' costs. 

Students can pick up their cards 
from their college coordinators be-
fore Sept. 28. At the time of pick-up, 
students will receive information on 
how to use the card and a METRO 
map. After Sept. 28, unclaimed cards 
will remain available at the CC E office 
in the Rice Memorial Center. 

— Diana Lee 

MISSING A 

P E A C E 
A B O U T Y O U ? 

J o i n us t h i s Sunday f o r our 

Young Adul ts Class and Worship. 

RICE 

F R E E R I D E T O C H U R C H 
Pick up w i n be l i t 9AM at the f o l l o w i n g l o c a t i o n s 

on Sunday J to rn in j s S r e t u r n a f t e r t l o r s h i p : 

NORTH COLLEGES: S a l l y Port 

SOUTH COLLEGES: 
Hanszen/Baker M a s t e r s ' House 

Q u e s t i o n s ? : c o r y o u n g a d u l t s S g i s a i l com 

C i t y of Refuge 1s 

a nearby church 

tha t 1s 

b i b l i c a l l y sound, 

r a c i a l l y d i ve rse 

and s o c i a l l y a c t i v e . 

i i i i f t i f c f c 

Ci t y O f R e f u g e . o r g 

3150 Y e l l o w s t o n e B l v d . Houston . TX 77054 Ph 713.664 5033 
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CONSTRUCTION 
From page 1 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Green and black fencing mark construction areas around campus. These 
fences have been the target of 0-Week jacks this week by many colleges. 

and ready for habitation by the 2009-
2010 academic year. 

Outside of routine maintenance 
work, very little changed within die 
other nine residential colleges—widi 
one major exception. Tomlinson 
said Baker College's heating and 
cooling systems received significant 
upgrades over the summer, moving 
from a two-pipe system to a four-pipe 
system. Thischange.Tomlinson said, 
should allow each room to set its 
own temperature instead of simply 

having a central climate control for 
the entire college. 

"If you were in a room on die 
western side of die building [before 
the upgrades] and you got die after-
noon sun, but the rest of the building 
was on heat you were out of luck," 
he said. "Now, depending on what 
the room is calling for, it can have air 
conditioning or heat." 

Students at Wiess College will 
arrive to a rude awakening: Alumni 
Drive is closed as work continues on 

a utilities plant intended to service the 
Collaborative Research Center. The 
plant should be completed by July 
31,2008, Tomlinson said, but Alumni 
Drive should be open for public use 
near the end of the academic year. 
Until then, the road will only be open 
to Housing and Dining vehicles to 
reach the loading dock at Wiess. 

The CRC is also progressing. 
Tomlinson said workers have begun 
pouring concrete for the first level of 
the underground parking garage. 

The pavilion next to Fondren 
Library is behind schedule. Set to 
open spring2008, construction crews 
have barely broken ground on the 
project Tomlinson blamed the tor-
rential downpours Houston received 
over the summer for the delays but 
said he believes die pavilion will still 
open on time 

"Given that we had to endure [the 
rainy season], we're not as far along 
as we want to be, but once they got 
in there and got started they're going 
gangbusters," he said. "We're still 
going to finish in the spring of next 
year, March or April of next year. I 
would like to have been far tiier along 
than we are, but well catch up. ... 
Everyone knows tiiey can't waste 
any time." 

One project tiiat will require some 
tricky maneuvering is Autry Court. 
A quick glance from the outside may 
not show any significant progress, bi it 
Tomlinson said construction crews 
have been hard at work demolish-
ing a section of athletic offices and 
training facilities that linked Autry 
and Fox Gym. The way die section 
connects to other parts of the original 
building necessitated demolition 
from die inside. Tomlinson said stu-
dents should expect to see exterior 
demolition on Autry by die end of Sep-
tember. The Recreation Center will 
remain open throughout die entire 
construction process. 

As for die new recreation center 
set to open across from die KMC on 
Loop Road, Tomlinson said officials 
are just going into the design aspect. 
No plans have been drawn up. 
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BUSINESS 
From page 1 

The highest degree the Jones 
School currently offers is a Mas-
ters of Business Administration, 
which is a non-research based 
degree. 

"The Ph.D. itself is actually 
much closer to the social scienc-
es," Glick said. "With a business 
Ph.D., I would say somewhere 
in the order of 80 to 90 percent 
gr straight into academics. With 
<oi MBA you are not going in to 
teach or research; you are going 
in to learn the business." 

While business Ph.D.s are 
academic research degrees, 
the coursework that precedes 
doctoral research is often struc-
tured differentiy than standard 
doctoral coursework. Most 
Ph.D. programs require that 
students take a majority of tiieir 
classes in their own department 
but business Ph.D.s regularly 
require a completely opposite 
class structure. 

"A [business] Ph.D. student 
typically takes 60 to 80 percent 
of the coursework outside the 
school of business," Glick said. 
"So we will have a lot of students 
sitting in [other departments'] 
Pli.I). classes." 

Sharing graduate lectures be-
tween multiple departments is not 
unheard of in most of academia, 
but it is not the norm. 

"It would be odd that more 
than say 20 percent or 15 per-
cent [of a doctoral candidate's 
coursework] would be outside 
of our department," Director 
of Political Science Graduate 
Studies Mark Jones said. "Most 
departments handle most of their 
own courses." 

Jones said he is not opposed 
to the idea of integrating business 
students into political science 
graduate courses, but he is con-
cerned that the business students 
would not have the necessary 
background. 

"Overall, it seems people 
are supportive of [the Jones 
School's proposal], but it seems 
a little strange that so many of the 
courses are outside [the business 
school]," Jones said. "It is fine if 
the students come in at the same 
level, but you don't want them 
dragging down your students." 

Glick said the integration 
works both ways, with Ph.D. 
students outside the J ones School 
being offered opportunities to 
take high-level management 
classes. 

"In [other] institutions you've 
always gotten a lot of non-busi-
ness students in the business 
Ph.D. classes," Glick said. 

He said students outside the 
doctoral program could take ad-
vantage of opportunities opened 
up by die business Ph.D. outside 
the classroom, as well. Glick said 
he is particularly interested in 
undergraduate relations with re-
search in the doctorate program. 
The newly instituted undergradu-
ate business minor will bring 
business research to undergradt i-
ates' attention, and the Ph.D.'s 
expanded research programs 
could afford undergraduate 
research opportunities. 

The Faculty Senate has not yet 
set a date to discuss the proposal, 
and if it passes, Glick said the 
earliest possible launch date for 
the program is fall 2009. 

Budget for emergency 
phone system approved 

by Sarah Rutledge 
FOR THK THRKSHKR 

The Crisis Management Team 
approved a budget in July to im-
prove the emergency phone sys-
tem located throughout the cam-
pus by providing a new method of 
broadcasting messages. Facilities 
and Engineering Electrical Super-
visor Sylvester Cantu said while 
no specific incident prompted the 
installation of the phones, in light 
of potential crises — such as the 
August 16 flooding — these new 
speaker phones will be another 
way for people on campus to re-
ceive announcements. Construc-
tion on the phones has not yet 
begun, but the team plans to have 
all phones up and running by the 
end of July 2008. 

Police Chief Bill Taylor was 
part of a team that tested a new 
speakerphone. He said the test 
message was sent out on the 
phone and successfully broadcast 
throughout campus. 

Not every campus emergency 
phone will need to be replaced, 
Taylor said. 

Cantu said the new phones 
are equipped with 40-watt con-
cealed speakers with 100-watt 
amplifiers, have 360-degree cov-
erage and can broadcas t in-
formation across a wide area. 
Cantu said the speakerphone 
demo proved successful. 

"A message was broadcast 
[from a speaker phone] near the 
police station, and we were able 
to hear it to the center bus stop in 
the stadium parking lot," he said. 
Cantu said at the m o m e n t , 
there are no plans for speaker 
phones to be installed around the 
outer loop. 

Information can be broadcast 
over all speakerphones on campus 

or individual phones, so announce-
ments on the phones will be able 
to broadcast emergencies at indi-
vidual colleges. These phones will 
be up to 12 feet tall and will have 
square posts, unlike the current 
round ones. 

Martel College sophomore 
Neil Parikh said it is important 
to have the speakers and micro-
phones for a natural disaster. 
"As long as they don't overuse the 
speakers, it's a good idea," Parikh 
said. "It's a good way to inform 
the students that something's go-
ing on, and as long as they don't 
abuse the phones with constant 
announcements , it'll be fine." 
The phones will serve as a di-
rect line to the police and are 
extensions of the new emer-
gency contact system to alert 
s t u d e n t s a round c a m p u s of 
an emergency. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

New * oeaker phones will be 
Installed to facilitate emergency 
communication around campus. 
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Demolition marks project start for 
Shakespeare Street grad housing 

by Sarah Rutledge 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The Board ofTrustees approved construc-
tion for new graduate student apartments 
earlier this year. The apartments will be 
located about a block from campus, at 2402-
2504 Shakespeare Street, and are scheduled 
for completion by January 2009. Facilities, 
Engineering and Planning Associate Vice 
President Barbara White Bryson said by 
expanding graduate housing, the university 
hopes to foster an improved graduate com-
munity at Rice. 

"The S h a k e s p e a r e A p a r t m e n t s are 
intended to make Rice a more welcoming 
and accessible university for graduate stu-
dents by expanding local living options," 
Bryson said. 

While construction has not begun, the 
buildings on the property have been demol-
ished. FE&Pis waiting on theCity of Houston 
to approve its proposed parking plan. Two-
thirds of the construction is scheduled to be 
completed by fall 2008, and graduate students 
will be able to move in at that time. 

The apartments will have layout similar 
to the existing Bissonnet graduate apart-
ments, Bryson said, with one- and two-
bedroom units and individual kitchens. The 
Bissonnet apartments contain 222 beds, 
and the new apartments will have 238. 
The four-story facility will accommodate 
137 total units, and the apartment complex 
will have a small TV and social room with 
a gathering and barbecue area outside, as 
well as gated parking. 

Like Duncan College, the building is de-
signed to be environmentally friendly, with 
sparse paving for better drainage and more 
green space. 

"'Die team is enthusiastically working to-
ward LEED certification on this project," Bry-
son said. "It's a challenge, but we think it may 
be possible to achieve that designation. Many 
of the building systems decisions have also 
been informed by the LEED process." 

'Hie design includes 100 bike racks on the 

interior with additional bike storage outside, 
and regular shuttle service from Rice to the 
apartments will be provided. Bryson said 
these features will accommodate students 
who do not own cars. 

She said while no specific committee was 
behind the planning of the apartments, the 
project has been in the making for a while. 

"The project resulted from a number of 
factors coming together, but the thinking 
about the need for more graduate housing 
began under the leadership of Jordan Koni-
sky, former vice provost for research and 
graduate studies," she said. 

Rice owned property that was being used 
for graduate housing but recently bought 
adjacent lots to expand its area. These 
nearby Shakespeare apartments will make 
graduate students feel more connected to 
Rice, Bryson said. 

"These apartments help first-year gradu-
ate students acclimate to Rice and to Houston 
socially and financially," she said. "Since the 
apartments will be just a block away from 
the university, graduate students will have 
easy access to their classes, labs and social 
activities on campus." 

The Board approved $15.5 million plus 
the cost of capitalized interest to build the 
apartments. Operating costs will be covered 
by debt and rental payments from the apart-
ments. Bryson said rental costs should be 
comparable to the Bissonnet rates. 

Martel College sophomore Katherin Sudol 
said the new apartments are a great idea. 

"By expanding graduate apar tments 
you're going to have more of a community," 
Sudol said. "People may feel closer, and get 
the feeling that they're still in college." 

While Bryson said plans for additional 
graduate housing are not currently in the 
works, she expects to look for more ways to 
enhance the graduate student experience 
in the future. 

"It will be important to start planning for 
additional opportunities to accommodate our 
graduate students after we finish the current 
building program," she said. 

Want to join 
the most 

powerful student 
organization on 

campus? 

whammy@rice.edu 
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Ac cording to the U.S. Census Bureau, the majority of college students 
are of leqa? drinkinq aqe. However those under 21 should not drink at all w a l c o h o l s t R t s 
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Athletics pursues broadcast options 
KTRU involved in contract negotiations for live game coverage 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

The athletics department issued 
a brief statement Aug. 3 announc-
ing a new radio broadcast deal 
with KFNC 97.5 FM, ESPN Radio 
affiliate in Houston. Under the deal, 
KNFC will cover all Rice football 
and men's basketball games for the 
next two years, with the school hold-
ing an option for additional years. 
In addition, each football broadcast 
will include a one-hour pre- and 
post-game show, and Head Coach 
David Bailif will have a weekly 
show that will air Mondays from 
5:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

Hitting the air waves 

Most major collegiate varsity 
athletics programs have some kind 
of flagship station—a place all fans 
can turn to for complete coverage of 
their favorite school, a place where 
every minute of every game is 
aired. Coming from the University 
of Arizona, a school with a national-
powerhouse men's basketball team, 
Athletic Director Chris Del Conte 
was accustomed to that kind of 
wall-to-wall coverage. When he 
came to Rice last June, one of the 
first things he noticed was Rice's 
lack of a strong presence in local 
sports media. 

The first thing Del Conte looked 
at was the broadcasting rights, 
which were patchy at best. Select 
women's basketball and baseball 
games aired on KTRU 91.7 FM, 
Rice's student-run radio station, 
while football and men's basketball 
games aired on KSEV 700 AM 
Houston. On top of that, games on 
KSEV were routinely pre-empted 
for other programming and moved 
to other stations. Rice fans often did 
not know where to turn to listen to 
a given sporting event, especially 
if more than one took place on the 
same day. 

"I've been here a year, so 
sometime around the middle of 
last year I saw how we were so 
f ragmented," Del Conte said. 
"Some [sports] were on KTRU, 
some were on different channels. 
We were getting bounced around 
on all these different channels on 
our outside contract." 

By early spring, Del Conte and 
Associate Athletic Director for Mar-
keting Russ Dean were discussing 
ways they could increase Rice's 
profile in local sports media. At 
the time, they had every intention 
of finishing out the deal with KSEV 
but wanted to see if there was any 
better arrangement out there — 
particularly one where they could 
broadcast all Rice varsity athletics 
on one station. The first place they 
looked was on campus. 

Approaching campus media 

KTRU has been associated with 
athletics for years — particularly 
with the baseball team. KTRU Sta-
tion Manager Nick Schlossman 
said the station was contacted 

AMERICA READS 
T I ; T O R I r \ l C , P R O O R / \ / V \ 

Are you a work-study student/ 

Are you interested in helping 
children? 

Stop by the Community Involvement 
Center in the Rice Memorial Center to 
apply for the America Reads Tutor ing 

Program, a federal work-study program 
designed to enhance the reading skills 

of elementary school children. 

Starting Salary £9/ hour 

Make a positive impact on a 
child's future 
Information and applications 
are available online: 
http://www.rice.edu/service 

Information Session - Wednesday. August 20 7:10pm in Anderson 
Biology Lab 111. Refreshments will be provided! 

by the depar .ment somet ime 
around late March or early April to 
begin discussions. 

"They basically said they'd like 
to talk with [us] for getting a new 
contract in for sports," Schloss-
man, a Jones College junior, said. 
"We only had a one-year deal in 
place, so to continue to carry 
sports on KTRU we'd have to 
reach some sort of agreement, 
whether it was to carry women's 
basketball and baseball as we have 
been doing or anything different 
than that." 

But KTRU was not prepared for 
what Del Conte had in mind. 

"From my standpoint, I knew 
we had a great station," Del Conte 
said. "Our alumni know about it. 
Everyone knows about it, so in 
a small school like Rice in a big 
media market like Houston, I want 
every single Rice fan, Rice alumni, 
Rice person to know they can go to 
KTRU [to] get anything that hap-
pens to be part of Rice." 

Del Conte also believed that uti-
lizing student media was a perfect 
way both to further connect athlet-
ics with the greater Rice community 
and to maximize visibility on- and 
off-campus. Meeting with KTRU 
representatives April 3, Del Conte 
and Dean outlined their plan to 
give the radio station broadcasting 
rights to every varsity sport. 

No formal offer was made at the 
meeting, but the two sides differ on 
the extent to which Dean and Del 
Conte discussed the idea. 

"I wouldn't even say they put a 
deal on the table," Schlossman said. 
"It wasn't a deal, as far as I perceived 
it. It was kind of a vision, an idea 
that they wanted to feel out and see 
how it felt to both parties." 

Whatever it was, it was huge. 
The athletics department wanted 
KTRU to drastically increase its 
broadcasting duties. A similar move 
in the fall of 2000 led to a bitter 
dispute that eventually resulted 
in a shutdown of the radio station. 
This time, Schlossman said the 
radio station was more amicable, 
or at least willing to explore that 
possibility. KTRU's executive board 
of directors voted unanimously to 
explore this option. 

'The board was willing to hear 
them out," Schlossman said. "They 
authorized me to sit down at the 
table with them and feel out a 
certain direction, and that certain 
direction was something akin to 
what athletics was interested in. 

Conversations with KTRU 

Even though the KTRU board 
agreed to explore the athletics 
proposal, that did not mean there 
were not some serious obstacles 
that needed to be overcome. First, 
there was KTRU's long-standing 
rule of not broadcasting more than 
one athletic event per day — a rule 
that allowed the station to focus on 
other programming. Commonly, 
however, more than one team 
plays on the same day In fact, in 
recent years the athletics depart-
ment has promoted Saturday home 
tripleheaders, where fans go to 
three different on-campus sporting 
events in one day. If KTRU were to 
become the primary carrier of Rice 
varsity athletics, it would have to 
abandon its one-a-day rule. 

Dean also said the athletics 
department wanted any future con-
tract with KTRU to be a multi-year 
deal, something the station was 
unwilling to do. Since this proposal 
would create a dramatic change for 
the radio station, they wanted the 
option to walk away from the deal 
completely after one year. Schloss-
man said that, although there were 
several other issues, those two were 
at the forefront. 

"The board of directors sug-
gested that if we were going to feel 
out this option and give any kind of 

consideration to what sports was 
laying on the table, these were a 
couple of terms that we'd have to 
hang on to," he said. 

Dean said that, while the athlet-
ics department was not pleased 
with the one-year restr ict ion, 
the station's objection to playing 
multiple games in a day was more 
puzzling to him. 

"Last year, we had a couple of 
days where we had tripleheaders 
with men's basketball, women's 
basketball and baseball," Dean said. 
"This year, my guess is that we'll 
have overlap between men's and 
women's basketball and football. 
So, if we could only do one game 
on KTRU a day, then who gets 
left out?" 

The two sides exchanged e-
mails in May, but by the end of the 
month, the conversation stopped. 
Schlossman said he has not heard 
from athletics in three months. 

Dean said he was sidetracked 
both by the baseball team's deep 
run at the College World Series as 
well as by summer break, but he 
also acknowledges the athletics 
department was discouraged by 
KTRU's stance on the number of 
games to be aired. 

Our alumni know 
about it. Everyone 
knows about it, so in a 
small school like Rice 
in a big media market 
like Houston, 

I want every single 
Rice fan, Rice alumni, 
Rice person to know 
they can go to KTRU 
[to] get anything 
that happens to be 
part of Rice. 

Chris Del Conte 
Athletic Director 

Dean said he had begun nego-
tiations with KFNC by early June, 
and as the month progressed he 
felt confident enough in the radio 
station that the athletics depart-
ment opted out of its contract with 
KSEV June 28. 

"We needed to make sure there 
was a home for [Rice] sports," 
Dean said. "looking at the last 
conversations we had with KTRU 
[regarding] one game |a day] was 
going to be an issue. We needed to 
look at other options, and 97.5 is a 
great option." 

The future 

As of late August, the only 
sports set to air on KFNC are 
football and men's basketball. 
With most other major varsity 
sports set to begin later in the 
academic year, Dean said there 
is a lesser sense of urgency to 
make any other deals. KTRU's 
agreement to cover women 's 
basketball and baseball expired 
after last year, but Dean said he 
is confident the two sides can 
reach an agreement. 

"I think KTRU [and athletics] 
have had a longstanding relation-
ship, and I think we will have a 
relationship with KTRU moving 
forward," Dean said. "They have 
done our women's basketball 
and our baseball ... for a long 
time, and we still are hopeful 
that those two sports will remain 
on KTRU." 

f 

http://www.rice.edu/service


THE RICE THRESHER ADVERTISEMENT FRIDAY, AUGUST 24 2007 

,'i 

% 

• • ? « * ' » . 

01PJO 

" " .'V "• * 

":':< • *.J~1&' •/**. 
1 IH. mm 

Wym> 

Student 

•;; ' ••• 

>'W .. , ' 

w.m^m 



10 

r.i-

THE RICE THRESHER NEWS 

Art history gets Ph.D. 
A $10 million grant is funding the creation 
of the only art history doctorate in the city 

by Rachel Green 
THRESHER STAFF 

Rice will offer a doctoral program in art 
history beginning fall 2009 as a result of a 
$10 million grant from the Brown Founda-
tion. The grant will allow Rice to accept 25 
students into the only art history doctoral 
program in Houston, funding fellowships 
for students and research partnerships 
between the art history department and 
scholars at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston and the Menil Collection. 

"There has been a steady build-up of re-
sources for this program, from the growth 
of the art history faculty to our becoming a 
separate department in 2003 to the growth 
in the museum collections to the continued 
growth of library holdings," Art History 
Chair Joseph Manca said. 

Manca said the creation of the doctoral 
program fits in President David Leebron's 
vision for Rice to become an important part 
of the Houston community. 

T h e p r o g r a m will be heavi ly re-
searched-based, necessitating close ties 
between Rice and the MFAH and Menil, 
Manca said. 

He said the program also corresponds 
with Dean of Humanities Gary Wihl's de-
sire to build the university's reputation as a 
strong humanities research institution. 

Manca said the doctoral p rog ram 
will draw upon the research and exper-
tise of professors in other departments 
on campus as well as scholars f rom 
local museums. 

"Many new courses will be taught by 
local curators, and the classes will take 
place in large part in the galleries of the 
Menil Collection and the MFAH," he said. 
"Affiliated faculty in other depar tments 
at Rice and the curators of the Menil 
Collection and the Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston will teach courses, make their col-
lections available to us, advise students and 
read theses." 

Manca said the department also plans 
to supplement its current faculty with new 
appointments in Latin American, modern 
and contemporary art. He said an expanded 
range and volume of expertise in various 
fields will also increase opportunities for 
advanced undergraduate students to study 
subjects not previously taught at Rice. 

Classes currently offered will remain 
taught by regular faculty and not graduate 
students or teaching assistants, Manca 
said. Additionally, the incorporation of the 
doctoral program will also mean expanded 
course offerings for advanced undergradu-
ate and graduate students. 

Another benefit for undergraduates is 
that an art history postgraduate program 
will raise the profile of the entire depart-
ment, putting undergraduate art his tory 
majors in a better position for jobs, intern-
ships, and gradua te study p lacement , 
Manca said. 

"Of course, Rice undergraduates will 
also have the option to continue their ar t 
history studies here and go on to earn 
their doctorates," he said. 

Brown College senior Merrill T u r n e r 
said the creation of an art history doc-
toral p rog ram is a positive move for 
the university. 

"I think the expansion of all graduate 
programs is a good thing for Rice, but being 
a humanit ies major, I am obviously very 
excited about the possibility of enlarging 
and improving our programs in the ar ts 
and literature," Turne r said. "By creating 
a Ph.D. program in art history, the depart-
ment and the university can only stand to 
gain. It's nice to see that Rice is taking 
its art history department as seriously as 
its engineering departments." 
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Stand, cheer, drink more beer! 
Wiess senior Sarah Coble, freshman Mallory Pierpoint and junior Alex Mainor (left to right) 
dance on tabletops as they wait for the start of the Jones vs. Wiess mock beer bike. 

Prilop named Director 
of Student Publications 

Beginning fall 2007, the Department of 
Visual & Dramatic Arts welcomes film 
as a new track in its undergraduate 
Visual &" Dramatic Arts major. 

The film track will allow visual 
arts majors to receive a well-
rounded education in film production, 
performance, history, theory, and 
criticism. 

For more information on the film track, 
visit http://arts.rice.edu or contact the 
Department of Visual & Dramatic Arts 
at (713) 348-4882. 

by Lily Chun 
T H R K S H K K K D I T O K I A I . S I A F I 

DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL & DRAMATIC ARTS 

Student Media Adviser Jen 
Cooper (Will Rice '90), adviser 
of student publications including 
the Rice Thresher and Campanile 
for the past 10 years, left this June 
to become Director of Marketing 
at Kicks Indoor Soccer. This fall, 
Valerie Prilop takes her place 
but with a new title: Director 
of Student Publications. Prilop 
will o v e r s e e the jou rna l i s t i c 
and b u d g e t a r y c o n c e r n s of 
various student media like the 
Thresher and Campanile as well 
as publ ica t ions like "Beyond 
the Hedges." 

Prilop comes to Rice having 
spent the last five years advising 
student media at Brazosport High 
School in Freeport after spend-
ing a year at Lamar High School 
in Houston. 

Prilop's journalist ic experi-
ence began in high school, when 
she was the yearbook editor in 
chief of Columbia High School 
in West Columbia, Texas. In col-
lege and graduate school, Prilop 
was on the newspaper staff. She 
graduated from University of 
St. Thomas. 

After college, Prilop worked 
at the Houston Chronicle from 
1997-'99 putt ing toge the r dif-
f e r e n t m u l t i m e d i a — video, 
audio, photos — for the news-
paper. She said the project she 
spent most of her time on was 
Virtual Voyager, an exclusively 
online media. 

"This was in the late '90s 
when that stuff was getting really 
popular," Prilop said. "In college, 
my degree was communications 
with an emphasis on broadcast 
journalism. So when I went to 

the Chronicle, 1 actually helped 
train them in video production 
and taught mini-classes." 

Following her stint at the 
Chronicle, Prilop went back to 
graduate school at the University 
of New Mexico to pursue another 
interest: anthropology. 

"I was interested in pursuing 
my education in school," she said. 
"I liked school. I liked being in 
school. I was really interested 
in anthropology and the [under-
graduate] university I went to 
didn't have that degree." 

Director of Student Publications 
Valerie Prilop 

Prilop said that she wanted 
to be a professor but needed 
a break and did not want to 
a t tend m o r e school a f te r re-
ceiving h e r M a s t e r ' s d e g r e e 
in anthropology. 

"The natural thing I could 
do was teach," she said. "I was 
qualified to teach journalism, so 
I came back home, and I got a 
job teaching journalism, and that 
was in 2001. I'm still basically 
doing it." 

http://arts.rice.edu
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Housing and Dining on board with fair-trade coffee 
by Julia Bursten 

THKKSHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

Wake up and smell the fair trade: 
Housing and Dining has switched 
vendors for the serveries* coffee 
services. Kate Coffee, the Houston-
based company that has provided 
Coffeehouse with coffee and supplies 
for over a year, debuted in the serv-
eries during Orientation Week. The 
new brew and its decaf counterpart 
are both fair-trade. 

The change is part of a new 
focus on socially conscious dining 
options in the serveries, Residential 
Dining Director Angela Riggs said. 
H&D's three-year contract with 
the previous vendor, Dick's Coffee 
Service, expired in May, and Riggs 
said she was not eager to renew 
that contract 

"We knew we definitely wanted to 
get out of [the contract with Dick's], 
and that is what we did," she said. "1 
think it's going to be a good thing, a 
really good thing." 

Riggs received student feedback 
last year indicating an interest in 
socially conscious dining options, 
and she said serving fair-trade coffee 
became a high priority. The switch 
raised the cost of coffee operations 
in the serveries, but Riggs said meet-
ing student demand was worth the 
price difference. 

"Our whole thing is we wanted 
to do fair trade," she said. "Our stu-
dents are going to like it, and since 
we want our students happy, this is 
what we want." 

Student managers at Coffee-
house connected Residential Dining 
with Katz Coffee during the vendor 
search. They contacted Riggs re-
questing that Residential Dining set 
up a tasting with Katz, she said. Avi 
Katz, who owns and operates Katz 
Coffee, said Coffeehouseemployees 
ran grassroots marketingcampaigns 
during the end of last semester to 
help secure the contract 

"We are a very small, small 
batch roaster," Katz said. "We grow 

slowly — it's all word of mouth... 
our involvement [with Residential 
Dining] stemmed from Coffeehouse 
and their desire to have fair-trade 
coffee on campus." 
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The serveries' new coffee logo 

Katz has been roasting for Cof fee-
house for more than a year and said 
one ofliis priorities was to ensure that 
his contract with Residential Dining 
would not hurt Coffeehouse's busi-
ness. He created a new blend for the 

serveries, separate from the blends 
available at Coffeehouse, and Riggs 
asked Coffeehouse to design a logo 
for the blend that also refers students 
to Coffeehouse for their additional 
caffeine needs. 

"[The servery blend] is a re-
ally good, general purpose coffee," 
Katz said. "It will get you through 
physics at nine in the morning, and 
then if you want some extra juice, 
you can go down to Coffeehouse 
for espresso." 

Riggs said other aspects of the 
Residential Dining coffee service 
changed to accommodate the price 
jump and to improve the nutritional 
quality of students' caffeine fixes. 
The cappuccino machines have been 
replaced with flavored creamers that 
are lower in sugar, and Katz is also 
providing two fresh-brewed iced 
teas. One is an unsweetened mint/ 
green tea blend that replaces the 
high-fructose green tea available 
last year. 

Riggs is also researching the 

possibilities for free-range, grass-
fed meats and cage-free eggs on 
campus, and she is looking into 
making one of the smaller serveries 
entirely organic. 

Lovett College junior Beko 
Binder said he likes the new coffee 
much better than the old and that the 
social consciousness of the product 
only improves the switch. 

"[Fair trade growing] is just an 
added bonus to better quality coffee, 
and it'sal so betterforcoffee farmers," 
Binder said. "The taste is certainly 
much better — many students had 
complained about the not really bland 
but not very good coffee [that used 
to be served] in the serveries." 

Some students reacted more 
bluntly. Brown College senior 
Sara btrk said she was very pleas-
antly surprised by the taste of the 
new coffee. 

"I was like 'Wow, this is way better 
than normal,"' I^rk said. "It doesn't 
taste like battery acid anymore, and 
that's good." 

Ryham replaces Worth as Lovett RA 
by I Jly Chun 

THKKSHER K1 lUXJRIAL STAFF 

Leaving behind a legacy of a book 
club and a research symposium at 
Dwett College, as well as countless 
bowls of homemade chili, former 
I/)vett Resident Associate David 
Worth left the position in July to get 
married. Mathematics instructor 
Rolf Ryham takes Worth's place 
this fall. 

"Lovett feels fortunate I )r. Ryham 
was able and willing to step in," I .ovett 
master Bernard Aresu said. 

Aresu said Ryham accepted the 
jx)sition within a week of the offer. 
I>ovett master Carolyn Aresu said 
Ryham's quick acceptance was due 
to his habitual presence at Lovett 

"He would be here every night 
during finals helping out people," she 
s;ud. "He was [around D>vett] all the 
time without even being an RA." 

Ryham, who began as a math 
instructor last August, said he was 
always around Lovett because it 
was the college he was assigned to 
when he was hired. New faculty are 
routinely assigned as associates at 
colleges when they first arrive. 

"I was doing a lot of stxiff with 
the ultimates college team and 
Beer Bike, but I just wanted to be 
in the race," he said. "1 like to eat 
over there and talk to the kids. 
A lot of people in my classes are 
from Ix>vett." 

As the new lovett RA, Ryham 
said he does not know if he plans to 
continue die Ixivett book club, but 

he has other ideas he wants to share 
with die college. 

"I was thinking to integrate 
personal tilings like classical gui-
tar," he said. "My girlfriend and 
I also like ballroom dancing, so 
it'd be cool to do a salsa night just 
to teach some dancing moves to 
the students." 

JSL 

Mathematics professor Rolf Ryham 

Although Worth has left the 
RA position, he will still be around 
teaching communication courses 
and coaching the speech and debate 
team. Worth was one of two Lovett 
RAs for four years beginning in 2003. 
List year, English Professor Joshua 
Gonsalves became an RA at Lovett 

Lovett Undergraduate Research 
Symposium and a book club are two 
tilings Worth will be remembered for, 
Carolyn Aresu said. 

Worth said a student came up 

with the idea for a book club, and 
it stayed small with around 10 
students attending. 

Worth began LURS last year in 
conjunction with theLovettAcademic 
Fellows, so Lovett students could 
see what their peers were interested 
in academically. 

"Sometimes you see people in 
the commons, and you only think 
of people in one way, and you forget 
they can do tremendous things," 
Worth said. 

To participate, students sent pro-
posals describing research projects 
they were conducting, regardless 
of what field they were studying. 
Afterwards, the proposals were sent 
to faculty associates who appeared at 
the symposium and would vote and 
accept a certain number of projects. 
Students then presented the projects 
at Lovett. Worth said many people 
attended, including President David 
Leebron and Dean Robin Forman. 

Carolyn Aresu said students re-
sponded very positively to requests 
for submissions to die symposium. 

"Fifty percent of students partici-
pated, and you have to keep in mind 
this was during crunch time — the 
end of April near f inals," she said. 

| ( A P I A N ) TEST PREP AND 
ADMISSIONS 

Enroll by August 31st and 

Double your LSAT Prep! 
Not sure which LSAT date works best? 

Enroll in an LSAT course by August 31" and prepare for e i the r -o r both—of the 

remaining 2007 test dates! You'll get unlimited access to online resources 

through December and can take a second course F R E E up to a *>1299 value! 

Classes are starting soon 
at the Houston Kaplan Center! 

8/26 I 9/1 I 9/5 I 9/15 I 9/27 

Higher LSAT score guaranteed or your money back; 

1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com/lsat 
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ACTIVITIES FAIR! 
Friday, August 31st, 2007 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period May 10-August 24. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College Jun. 8 

Academic Buildings 
Hamman Hall Jun. 2 
Humanities Aug. 20 

Other Buildings 
Autry Court Jun. 3 
Sammy's Kitchen Jul. 13 
Greenbriar Annex Jun. 7 
Building 

Parking Lots 
Greenbriar Lot Jun. 15 
Greenbriar Lot Aug. 4 

Greenbriar Lot Aug. 5 
West Lot Aug. 18 

Other Areas 
College Way Jun. 1 
Laboratory Road Jun. 2 
Off Campus Jul. 23 
Entrance #20 Aug. 4 

Theft 

Burglary 
Theft 

Theft 
Criminal trespass 
Theft and evading arrest 

Burglary of a motor vehicle 
Failure to stop and give 
information 
Indecent exposure 
Failure to stop and give 
information 

Public intoxication 
Possession of marijuana 
Sexual assault 
Public intoxication 

12:30 PM - 4 PM 

STUDENT CENTER 
GRAND HALL & RAY COURTYARD 

Stop by to learn about the clubs and 
activities available to you at Rice! 

DON'T MISS IT! 
For more information, e-mail Holly Williams at 

hollvw^rice.edu 
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Elisa Fink to serve as Rice's 
first-ever Marketing Director 

by Lily Chun 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In accordance with the first 
point in President David Lee-
bron's Vision for the Second 
Century, the university has 
added a new member to its 
marketing team to increase the 
visibility and enrollment of Rice. 
Director of Marketing Elisa 
Fink, who previously worked 
at Dell, begins this fall with 
marketing strategies aimed to 
get Rice's name recognized on a 
national and international level. 
Her position was newly created 
this year. 

Fink said her job will be to 
create a unified and integrated 
voice among different depart-
ments. "The first step was to cre-
ate the Rice Identity Standards, 
manuals that outline how to use 
the key graphic identifiers of the 
university: the Rice logo, athletic 
logos, etc.," she said. 

Fink said Rice cur ren t ly 
has a decentralized market-
ing set-up in which the mar-
ke t ing occu r s within each 
individual department. 

"People tend to create their 
own identities, which is fine 
except none of us has enough 
money to spend out there in the 
public for marketing to make the 
public aware of the [individual] 
identity alone," she said. "It helps 
for us to work together unifying 
and strengthening the voice of 
Rice rather than having a lot of 
independent voices speaking 
different messages." 

Lovett College junior Nathan 
Bledsoe agreed that it was 
important for Rice to create a 

unified identity. Bledsoe wrote 
a column in the Rice Thresher 
last year suggesting Rice come 
up with one logo to make the 
Rice emblem a familiar symbol 
to everyone. 

Fink said the marketing ar-
rangements of Rice were com-
parable to those of Dell. 

Marketing Director Elisa Fink 

"Dell was very decentralized 
in how it handled marketing as 
well," she said. "One of my last 
jobs at Dell was to move into the 
brand marketing team, and it 
was a newly created team at the 
company. Its role was to integrate 
all marketing across the globe. 
But, of course, corporate mar-
keting and collegiate marketing 
are different." 

Some of the ideas Fink has 
been working on include the Who 
Knew? campaign (http://exptore. 
rice.edu/explore/Who_Knew.asp) 
in which she collaborates with 
the university strategic market-
ing committee. Fink said the 

campaign provides visitors with 
facts and trivia they might have 
not known about Rice. She said 
the university's new tagline is 
"Unconventional Wisdom." 

"Who Knew? allows us to cap-
ture the stories that define our 
unconventional wisdom so when 
we're in the marketplace, we can 
use these stories that often people 
didn't know about," she said. "We 
can excite and energize the Rice, 
Houston, and global community 
about Rice." 

Fink said people can submit 
facts and stories on the Web 
site, but submissions must be 
true. Fink and her marketing 
team check each submission for 
its veracity. 

Additionally, Fink said she 
has ano ther adver t i s ing in-
strument, webpage templates, 
under development 

"We're working with different 
departments on how their Web 
sites are organized so that it's 
more organized for people who 
visit," she said. "In addition, 
I'll work with people and work 
the unconventional wisdom in 
their campaign." 

Even with all these advertising 
tools at her disposal, Fink said 
the effort to increase Rice's vis-
ibility will require a combination 
of efforts. 

"No one group is going to be 
able to do it alone, so I'm hoping 
to leverage what people are do-
ing globally to help get the story 
of Rice out there," she said. "I'll 
be meeting with the different 
communicators on campus so we 
can get the message about Rice 
to a larger area than Houston 
and Texas." 

Feeling a little 
TANGLED UP? 

RICE IT staff 
can Help 

Help Desk 
IT Help Desk 

staff and students 

can assist you 

with computing questions. 

xHELP 

713.348.4357 

http://helpdesk.rice.edu/ 

helpdesk@rice.edu 
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admission, and they may be 
exactly the same as those who 
applied under interim [and 
were rejected)," he said. 

The removal of interim 
decision may deter prospec-
tive minority students from 
applying to Rice, since regu-
lar decision candidates who 
attend Vision Weekend — a 
minority recruitment weekend 
held in February every year— 
would visit Rice before receiv-
ing their admissions deci-
sions. Munoz stressed that 
the elimination of interim 
decision will not impede mi-
nority recrui tment ef for ts 
at Rice. 

"We're going to have to be 
very intentional and put our 
best foot forward to compel mi-
nority students to have enough 
interest to apply and come to 
our open house programs like 
Vision [Weekend]," Munoz 
said. "Last year was one of the 
largest participations we've 
ever had, and we certainly 
want to continue that." 

Munoz said he thinks it 
is especially important to be 
hospitable towards underrep-
resented minority students. 

"You have to put it in the 
context of Rice's history [of 
denying blacks admission]," 

Munoz said. "There are people 
who haven't forgotten." 

To recruit minorities, Rice 
officials are talking with the 
Houston Independent School 
District to identify and en-
courage potential applicants, 
Munoz said. 

Munoz said he does not 
think the elimination of in-
terim decision will affect 
how many students attend 
Owl Weekend. 

Munoz also said he does not 
think the removal of interim 
decision gives an unfair advan-
tage to wealthier students. 

"We looked into that ques-
tion at Rice and found no cor-
relation," he said. 

Jones College junior Lacey 
Pyle, who was admitted via in-
terim decision, said she thinks 
getting rid of interim decision 
will discourage prospective 
students from applying. 

"I feel like the majority of 
people who don't have their 
mind automatically set on Rice 
will do interim, so if people 
don't really know where they 
want to go, it's scary," Pyle 
said. "If you're not sure you're 
going to get into Rice [and 
you apply early decision ] what 
happens if you don't get in? 
You're screwed." 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

Student Association President Laura Kelley worked with fellow SA 
officials and university administrators over the summer to set in 
motion key changes she has planned for her presidential term. 

Summer activities: 

• All incoming students will receive free reusable coffee mugs 
with the new SA logo at Sammy's Picnic Aug. 30. The mugs are 
intended to discourage the use of disposable coffee cups, Kel-
ley, a Brown College senior, said. About 700 additional mugs wi'1 

be on sale for $1 to upperclassmen, faculty and staff, and Kelley 
said she is working with Housing and Dining to set up a mug-
washing service. 

• Kelley said she plans to implement multiple on-campus re-
cycling campaigns. She said the SA will strive for improved 
maintenance and labeling on the residential college recycling 
bins, and the SA will also sponsor a campus-wide Turn Off the 
Lights drive and work with Rice Catering to eliminate Styrofoam 
and set up recycling bins at that company's events. 

• The SA Web site, sa.rice.edu. was overhauled during the sum-
mer. Additionally, the SA has created a Facebook application 
called Rice Info that provides quick links to various Rice 
Web sites of interest to undergraduates. The application ap-
pears on users' Facebook home pages and will also display 
SA announcements. 

A unifying logo marks all new SA 
efforts. The logo is part of a publicity 
effort to make SA activity more vis-
ible and accessible to all students, 
Kelley said. 

Upcoming meetings and events: 

• Sammy's Picnic, a campus-wide 
cookout for all undergraduates, will 
take place Thursday, Aug. 30 at 5:30 
at Founder's Court. 

The SA's new logo 

Incoming students who are interested in learning more about SA 
programs or in becoming members of the Executive Committee 
are invited to attend an information session Monday, Sept. 3 
at 9 p.m. at Farnsworth Pavilion. 

The first SA meeting of the year will take place Monday, Sept. 
3 at 10 p.m. at Farnsworth Pavilion. The meeting agenda 
includes a forum on undergraduate culture in the face of an 
expanding university. Kelley said she plans to create a reso-
lution reflecting student opinion on the most valuable and 
desirable aspects of Rice's undergraduate culture. 

The second meeting will take place Monday, Sept. 10 at 10 
p.m. at Farnsworth Pavilion. Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 
Carol Quillen and English Professor Jose Aranda will present 
their pian for a Latin American and Hispanic Studies Program 
to the SA and request student feedback. 

The SA will hold a forum to discuss campus recycling efforts 
and sustainability at its third meeting of the year, Monday, 
Sept. 17 at 10 p.m. at Farnsworth Pavilion. 

http://exptore
http://helpdesk.rice.edu/
mailto:helpdesk@rice.edu
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New alert system uses e-mail, phone, text messaging 
by Tiffany Siu ~ ~~' such as students, departments Diego called MIR3. Adistantbase Tropical Storm Erin forced CMT to send to everything, and once 

THRESHER STAFF
 a n t* buildings. location was purposely chosen to use the new services before the person picks up on one of 

— Qtnrlontc u/Vin nnt nut will ctill er» that it wmtlH nnt hp imnairpfl thf> n b n n p H nrart irp run in thpm stnn " hp saiH "Or \»p ran 
In response to Hurricane Rita 

and last spring's shootings at 
Virginia Tech, the Crisis Man-
a g e m e n t Team revamped its 
Emergency Management Plan 
over the summer. As part of a 
newpre-registration requirement 
this semester, students provide 
emergency contact phone num-
bers and e-mail addresses, or they 
consent to opt out of providing 
contact information. The new 
system sends alerts via text mes-
sages, calls to mobile or home 
phones and messages to non-Rice 
e-mails. The previous system 
consisted solely of notification 
via Rice e-mail and dorm or office 
phone numbers. 

Vice Provost for Informa-
tion Technology Kamran Khan 
said the new system can send 
m e s s a g e s to speci f ic groups 

such as students, departments 
and buildings. 

Students who opt out will still 
be contacted by the default meth-
ods, which are Rice e-mail and 
dorm or office phone calls. 

Brown College junior Spencer 
Crouch said he opted out of the 
text message option. 

'That's what e-mail's for," he 
said. "And I figure everyone else 
around me will have information 
about the emergency." 

Kahn said for the past six 
months , CMT d i s c u s s e d the 
bes t ways to improve Rice's 
emergency alert system. After 
deciding on the services, CMT 
in terv i ewed several vendors 
starting three months ago, Kahn 
said. CMT looked for a vendor 
that could deploy thousands 
of messages nearly simultane-
ously, ultimately deciding on an 
emergency notification software 
service headquartered in San 

Diego called MIR3. A distant base 
location was purposely chosen 
so that it would not be impaired 
by the same emergency affect-
ing Rice. 

The Office of the President 
sent an e-mail to the Rice com-
munity July 20 asking everyone 
to enter their emergency contact 
information on ESTHER. More 
than a thousand students are 
currently registered. 

Hanszen College junior Dun-
can Shepard said he was not 
worried about h is safety but 
appreciated the new system. 

"It is a smart idea," Shepard 
said. "I signed up more for my 
parents, though: They were freak-
ing out when Rita hit." 

Khan said it is important that 
students provide the means of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n that is most 
a c c e s s i b l e and c o m f o r t a b l e 
for them. 

Flood levels resulting from 

Tropical Storm Erin forced CMT 
to use the new services before 
the p lanned pract ice run in 
late September. 

"We had planned for a test 
after all the students had ar-
rived, to work out the bugs," 
Director of Systems, Architec-
ture and Infrastructure Barry 
Ribbeck said. 'That didn't hap-
pen. You do what you can in 
an emergency." 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Michelle Horng said she was well 
informed of the flooding at Rice 
during Erin. 

"They certainly covered all the 
bases," Horng said. "I got three 
phone calls on my cell, one at 
home, two text messages , three 
emails, and both my parents got 
emails, too." 

Ribbeck said he would rather 
err on the side of caution even if 
the volume of the alerts seems 
excessive. "We have the option 

to send to everything, and once 
the person picks up on one of 
them, stop," he said. "Or we can 
send it to all regardless, so people 
may get four or five phone calls 
or e-mails. But in the case of an 
emergency, it is important [to 
ensure that we reach them]." 

He a l so e m p h a s i z e d that 
this system will only be used 
in s i t u a t i o n s tha t r e q u i r e 
emergency notification. 

CMT is still working on the 
system and is open to sugges-
tions, which can be sent to suzan-
neg@rice. edu. They are currently 
considering fine-tuning options 
such as adding a name to appear 
on the caller ID of landlines, 
having the message delivered 
by a human voice instead of a 
computer and allowing contacts 
to confirm that they received 
the m e s s a g e . By doing this, 
s tudents can avoid rece iv ing 
messages repeatedly. 

Poverty, Social Justice and Human 
Capabilities Program 

The Poverty, Social Just ice, and Human Capabil i t ies Program a ims to g ive s tudents a r igorous under s t and ing of human wel l -be ing , both in 

the US and internationally. Wel l -being reflects not jus t levels of income and assets, but also h u m a n capabi l i t ies - what people are able to do 

and be. The p rogram the re fo re acknowledges the central impor tance of a variety of addi t ional in f luences on wel l -be ing , such as gender 

equali ty, racial and ethnic disparit ies, health status, educat ion, human rights, political f r eedoms , and material necessi t ies like food and shelter. 

A key goal of the program is to enrich s tudents ' unders tanding of pover ty and inequali ty, so that, regardless o f their choice o f occupa t ion , 

they will maintain a longstanding commi tment to enhanc ing the wel l -being of all people . 

This interdiscipl inary p rogram combines high cal iber undergradua te courses with 

d isadvantaged c o m m u n i t i e s and people. The s u m m e r internship p rogram places 

clients to enhance lheir capabili t ies. 

AFFILIATED COURSES FALL 2 0 0 7 
H I S T 4 5 5 H I S T O R Y O F H U M A N R I G H T S , W I L D E N T H A L 

Seminar explores the history of human rights through disciplines of anthropology 
and legal philosophy as well as historical case studies of individual states and human 
rights organizations. Students will undertake independent research on an issue, 
location, and period of their choosing. 

P H I L 3 0 7 S<>( I \ I A M I P O L I T I C AI P H I L O S O P H Y , S I I L R 

What makes a society just? On what grounds may the liberty of indi\ iduals be 
legitimately limited? What social ends may a state legitimately pursue? 

S W G S 4 2 2 G E N D E R A M I G L O B A L EC O N O M I C J I S T I C E , S I R \ S S M \ N \ 

Explores the persistence of gender inequality in societies around the w orld, and 
examines various measures of poverty and human well-being, with emphasis on the 
capabilities approach. Readings address diverse theoretical and policy topics 
designed to improve the standards of living and gender equality around the world. 

oppor tuni t ies for s tudents to work with agencies that help 

s tudents with o rgan iza t ions w h e r e they work directly with 

SUMMER ISTERSSIUPS 

Students who have taken one of these courses 
may apply for a summer internship that will 
allow them to combine course study and 
practical experience in the field working for a 
nonprofit organization or charity. 

, 

For the summer of 2008, we will offer a 
number of paid internships of approximately 
$4,000 each. The internships will offer 
nationwide placement and the selection process 
will be competitive. 

Applications will he available mid-January and 
the selection process will begin in February. 

H I S I 4 2 7 H I S T O R Y O F I H E C I V IL R I G H T S M O V L M L M 1 9 5 4 T O I I U P R E S E N T , 

( o x 
Examination of the modern ( ivil Rights movement, with emphasis on the goals and strategies of major spokespersons and leaders, as well as the 
achievements ol the campaign. Includes the extent ol its success or failure and whether or not an "unfinished" agenda needs to be completed. 

EC ON 461 I KHAN E( ONOMIC S, MlESZKOWSM 
I his course explores the nature and development of urban areas. Analy tical sections address such topics as the location of firms and households, the 
size distribution of urban areas, and the theory of land rent. ()ther sections consider policies towards poverty. racial segregation and discrimination, 
and pollution and en\ ironmental quality and a variety of other urban issues. Prerequisites: Economics 2 I I or permission of instructor. 

R E L I 3 4 0 T H E O L O G Y IN A F R I C A , B O N G M B A 

Introductory readings on theological thinking in Africa. Course addresses methodological issues as well as constructive theological work on 

enculturation. social and economic justice, gender, health, and liberation. 

S O C I 3 4 5 I N T R O D U C T I O N T O M E D I C A L S O C I O L O G Y , G O R M A N 

I his course explores the relationship between social factors and health, illness, and mortality. I opics include the stratification ot health by 

race/ethnicity, gender, and social class; environmental context and illness; lifesty le and behavioral risks (smoking, drinking, drugs, and sexual 

behavior); STD's and cross-national comparisons of health and patterns of disease. 

H I S I 3 3 5 C A R I B B E A N H I S T O R Y T O I X 3 X , C o x 

Studv of Caribbean historv IVom the arriv al of the Europeans to the abolition ol slav ery in the British \\ est Indies in 1838, \\ ith emphasis on the 

social and economic history of the region. Includes the question of why slavery and the plantation system both emerged and fell. 

E C O N 4 8 2 D I M R I B U I IYT J I M IC E , B O C . O M O I N \ I \ 

I his class introduces the formal approach to the problem of fair di\ ision ol the common property. I he course discusses mathematical models which 

attempt to formalize possible notions of just, fair, or equitable, sharing and analyze implications ot such formalizations. Prerequisites: 1 conomics 3 0 

or permission of instructor. 

* *u l o r more information contact: 
Christine Medina, Project Coordinator 

y Poverty, Social Justice and Human Capabilities Program 
U | f ~ T Journal of Feminist Economics. MS-*) 
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Hanszen College senior Parker Gregg of the Rice EMS talks to Lovett College freshman Drew 
Berger at the Rice Carnival. 

* 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Will Rice College freshmen approach the Sallyport at Matriculation Sunday night. Luminaries 
line the path to the Sallyport. 

Orientation Week 2007 
saw Rice's largest-ever matriculating class arrive on campus last Sunday: 
The class of 2011 has 744 members. New students storms—which had caused scheduling delays during 
faced an unusual challenge during move-in this year, as Adviser Training the week before — held themselves 
construction around campus closed roads and confused at bay, and new students toured and detoured around 
parents. Luckily, threats of hurricanes and tropical campus without having to dodge floods. 

A h 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Association of Rice Alumni President Charles Szalkowski (Baker *70) and 
Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman enter the Stude Concert Hall in the 
Shepherd School for matriculation. 

Campus personalities counsel 
incoming students at matriculation 

by Jocelyn Wright 

"Ask yourself if you're having the kind of expe-
riences that will make you come back and revisit 
in 10 or 20 years," President David Leebron said 
in his matriculation speech to incoming students 
Sunday evening in Stude Concert Hall. Dean of 
Undergraduates Robin Forman, Student Associa-
tion President Ixiura Kelleyand President of the 
Association of I^ice Alumni Charles Szalkowski 
(Baker 70) also offered words of wisdom to the 
new class before they walked through the Sal-
lyport amidst cheers and fireworks. 

'Take advantage of as many people as you can 
and learn from them," Leebron said. 

He said maintaining connections with family 
and friends was equally important. 

"Remember special days of family and friends 
because if you forget they will remember for a 
very long time," he said. 

Leebron shared some of his experiences from 
a family vacation in Italy. In the morning, they 
took a boat to a town that could only be reached 
by gondola or by donkey and, when they went 
to return in the evening, they were late and just 
missed the gondola that would take them to see 
a volcano. In order to catch the boat, they ran 
down the donkey path and attempted to avoid 
donkey feces. 

"Sometimes, to get where you want to go, you 
have to go through donkey dung. It's not always 

pleasant and sometimes it's pungent," he said. 
Leebron said although he and his wife could 

have avoided the experience if they had gotten 
to the gondola on time, they enjoyed the more 
than the gondola. 

"Sometimes, the path covered by donkey dung 
proves to be the best path," he said. 

l eebron also said it was important to be open-
minded to change, citing Sony's invention of the 
VCR, which was originally met with opposition by 
the movie industry though it ended up becoming 
a source of revenue. 

"Sometimes the changes that you're most 
afraid of are the ones that will lead you to new 
and better places," he said. 

I>eebron reminded freshmen that they were 
surrounded by a supportive community. 

Szalkowski and Forman picked up similar 
themes in their speeches. Kelley encouraged 
new students to try new things, saying she had 
never participated in student government before 
coming to Rice. 

"What it means to do well at Rice is [that] 
you have prepared yourself to succeed after 
Rice," he said. 

Wiess College freshman Robin Richards said 
she enjoyed the matriculation ceremony and 
found the speeches full of useful advice. 

"I particularly enjoyed ... the dean of under-
graduates saying we would mar ry someone in 
the room and the horrified silence that followed," 
she said. 
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Wiess College leaves the Wiess Acabowl Monday for cheers. 

Lane addresses common reading, 
global warming, new students 
Astronomy Professor Neal Lane gave this year's faculty address 

by Lily Chun 
IIIREStlKK FliflOWAL SI All 

For this year's Orientation 
Week faculty address, physics and 
astronomy professor Neal Lane 
discussed Elizabeth Kolbert 's 
Field Notes From a Catastrophe, 
the common reading selection for 
this year about global warming. 
The lecture took place Monday in 
Stude Concert Hall. 

Lane began the lecture by 
repudiating the claim that global 
warming is a hoax, referring to 
the 2007 U.N. Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change report 
as proof. 

"Most parts of the world have 
experienced climate change, aver-
age temperature and precipitation 
have increased, species have been 
shifting their habitat or dying out, 
glaciers have been receding and sea 
ice has been melting," lane said. 

Head of Goddard Space Science 
Institute James Hansen warned that 
scientists are underestimating how 
much the sea level will rise in the 
next several decades. Lane said. 
The rapid rise of the sea level is 
detrimental because ice reflects 
nearly all sunlight while oceans 
absorb nearly all sunlight. 

Hansen believes if the Earth 
becomes even five degrees Fahr-
enheit warmer, the sea level could 

rise 15 feet by the next century, 
Lane said. 

'Ten percent of the world's 
population lives within that zone," 
he said. "This includes London, 
New York City, Vancouver, Syd-
ney, Shanghai, much of Bangla-
desh, many islands and other 
populated areas." 

lane said potential effects of 
global warming include severe heat 
waves, stronger hurricanes and the 
release of methane gases trapped 
under the Artie tundra. He said 
droughts and flooding would cause 
food supplies to be depleted. 

lane also discussed the U.S.'s 
policy towards environmentalism 
in the past. He indicted President 
George H.W. Bush for withdrawing 
from the Kyoto Protocol. 

"The Bush Administration's 
policy is to continue pretty much 
as the U.S. has been doing for sev-
eral decades, increasing emissions 
while making more efficient use of 
energy," lane said. "The efficiency 
improvement is good, but continu-
ing to increase emissions is very 
dangerous." 

Lane said although the U.S. 
economy depends on energy at 
as low a cost as possible, we can 
decrease pollution by paying a little 
more for energy. 

"We can reduce emissions with-
out paying a high price — maybe a 

few cents more per kilo-watts per 
hour on our electric bill, $4 per 
gallon gasoline, a slightly higher 
automobile price tag and giving 
a little more attention to using 
efficient lights and appliances," 
he said. 

lane said Houstonians should 
be especially concerned with the 
rise of the sea level and help find 
a solution. 

"Houston is the energy capital 
of the world," he said. "Houston 
can be the environmental capital 
of the world. We can say we're not 
going to pollute the environment 
with greenhouse gases." 

Wiess College senior Karen Leu 
said she thought the lecture could 
not have been more timely. 

"The issue of climate change 
is the most pressing one today 
because it presents dire conse-
quences for the whole world at the 
same time," Leu said. "It's great 
the freshmen are learning about 
its importance." 

Lane said he thought the topic 
was appropriate for incoming fresh-
men to hear. 

"The environment has always 
been important to young people, 
and my attitude [when I was young] 
was the old folks are messing up 
the environment, and it's up to us 
to straighten it out," he said. "And I 
think it's absolutely true now." 

! 

WILL MOONAN.'FOR THE THRESHER 

A Lovett College freshman chugs at Tea Trike between Lovett College 
and Will Rice College. 

Martel College incoming students are welcomed as they come back to Martel after matriculation. 

2007 0-WEEK THEMES 
Baker: Worst Case Scenario Week 
Will Rice: Bellagio Week 
Hanszen: Dynamic Duo Week 
Wiess: Team Wiess 
Jones: Nintendo Wiik 
Brown: Cameo Week 
Lovett: Ye Olde Week 
Sid Richardson: Frodo Week 
Martel: Dr. No Week 



THE RICE THRESHER 0-WEEK FRIDAY, AUGUST 24,2007 

. S 5 i r i® v 

zi^m3£« 

y s p ^ f i i i 

« 
I ^ w ' 

f W V ' . ' . . ^ l 

* SR̂  

0 V « 

X . 

IE 



THE RICE THRESHER 0-WEEK FRIDAY, AUGUST 24,2007 17 

fc • •AvaSi 

T%<* 

| 
S S S P H p f f 

f | sd^ f rg 

; A - m • • 
E&MBMk. 

t:. 

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: 

Incoming students watch f ireworks 

at the academic quadrangle after 

matr iculat ing. Matt Crnkovich/Thresher 

Wiess College senior Jake Schornick 

helps Wiess f reshman Jeremiah 

Goodman maneuver in a shopping 

cart during a race against Jones 

College at Mock Beer-Bike in the Wiess 

Commons. Taylor Johnson/Thresher 

A Sid Richardson College freshman 

poses in a zip-loc bag for Lovett College 

coordinators after being borrowed f rom 

his college during Lovett's Scavenger 

Hunt. Will Moonan/ fo r the Thresher 

Baker f reshman Mart in Uwah pulls an 

apple up at the Rice Carnival Tuesday 

night as Will Rice College f reshman 

Kevin Feng watches. Taylor Johnson/ 

Thresher Baker College junior Kim Jones 

and other Bakerites charge out of their 

commons at the Lovetteers wait ing 

outside. Taylor Johnson/Thresher Martel 

College president Michaela Dennison 

(bot tom left) gets down with her new 

students during the Martel Scavenger 

Hunt. Tiffany Siu/Thresher Student 

Association President Laura Kelley gets 

dunked at the Rice Carnival. Taylor 

Johnson/Thresher 
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SHUTTLE SCHEDULE 
EFFECTIVE MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2007 

Rice University Shuttle Service will operate as follows: 

INNER LOOP: 

Monday thru Friday - 6:00 am to 10:45 pm, every 5 minutes 

GREENBRIAR: 

Monday thru Friday - 8:00 am to 6:00 pm, every 5 to 8 minutes 

1, ' 

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER: 

Monday thru Friday - 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, every 30 minutes 
except 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm 

RICE VILLAGE: 

Friday and Saturday - 5:30 pm to 12:30 am, every 15 minutes 

GRADUATE APARTMENTS: 

Monday thru Friday - 7:30 am to 10:30 pm, every 15 minutes 
except 8:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

GRADUATE APARTMENTS SHOPPING SHUTTLE 

Saturday - 10:00 am to 1:30 pm, every 30 minutes 

UNDERGRADUATE SHOPPING SHUTTLE: 

Saturday -11:00 am to 3:00 pm, every 30 minutes 

NIGHT ESCORT SERVICE: 

\ 
" 

hi 
! -• 
i t 

Sunday thru Thursday - 10:00 pm to 6:00 am 

Friday and Saturday Escort Service will be provided by the RUPD 
Call Ext. 6000 or 3333 

THANK YOU FOR USING THE RICE SHUTTLE SYSTEM! 
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SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
August 31, 2007. 

T H E A T E R 

T h e a t e r Dis t r ic t 
O p e n H o u s e 

Houston's enormous theater 

district pulls out all the stops 

Sunday afternoon by giving 

previews of just about every 

area performance to be given 

in the next year. It will be 

a massive event with free 

admisssion and lots of prizes 

and giveaways. 

Theater District 

Downtown 

O P E R A 

Madame Butterfly 

The Houston Ebony Opera 

Guild presents free 

performances of Giacomo's 

Puccini's tragic masterpiece 

Friday and Saturday. Shows 

start at 8 p.m. and are 

within walking distance of 

campus, so handkerchiefs 

might be needed for both 

sweat and tears. 

Miller Outdooor Theater 

Hermann Park 

F I L M 

Cannibal!: The 
Musical 

Trey Parker and Matt Stone, 

the creative forces behind 

South Park, knew the art of 

the musical long before they 

took satirical tunes to Oscar-

levels of hilarity. This comedy 

about a mining expedition 

turned gruesome meal shows 

it. A free showing happens 

Monday at 8:30 p.m. 

Domy Books 

1709 Westheimer 

Museum District Day brings out the art crowd 
by Mattthew McKee 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

At times, one can forget how 
wonderful the neighbors really 
are. Caught up as Rice students 
are in campus work and life, the 
Museum District next door can 
easily slip through the cracks in 
entertainment plans. 

Proving how much they deserve 
attention and favor, 14 art venues 
opened their arms wide to the 
Houston public last Saturday in the 
11th annual Museum District Day. 
Museums large and small eschewed 
admission fees for the day and saw 
thousands of visitors come to view 
exhibitions, participate in activities 
and interact with working artists. 
The day allowed art lovers to revisit 
big galleries and discover oft-
hidden gems in the district's smaller 
exhibition spaces. 

It was a good day for art in 
Houston. The Menil Collection alone 
received more than 3,00() visitors, 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
received about 18,000 visitors and 
the Children's Museum of Houston 
received about 9,600 visitors. 

Even with the hot and sticky 
weather, visitors inundated almost 
every space available. The district 
worked hard to accommodate the 
large tide: Free shuttle buses, often 
filled to capacity at every stop, ran 
to the different locations, and street 
vendors helped to mitigate the effects 
of the Houston heat. 

Houston Museum District Execu-
tive Director Susan Young said this 
year's event was one of the best. 

"This is the event that brings 
everyone together at once," Young 
said. "[Museum administrators] say 
that they are really pleased to have 
the opportunity to reach people who 
don't already know about them." 

Young said Museum District Day 
draws many families and people of 
all ages. I^ice students were in atten-
dance, as well. 

Wiess College senior Caroline 
Chiu went to the Museum District 
I )ay for the first time. She took friends 
from high school and other universi-

A visitor to the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston views works in the museum's permanent collection. Along with 13 other 
venues, the museum offered free admission to their galleries all day, encouraging families and groups to visit. 

ties and said they all had a blast Her 
group was able to go to the MFAH, 
the Houston Holocaust Museum, the 
Menil Collection and the Children's 
Museum with help from the shuttle 
service. She only wishes that she had 
had more time to take advantage of 
more of the free offerings. 

"I thought the MFA was the best 
because of the Red Hot exhibit," Chio 
said. "It had artists from China, and 
there were Japanese paintings, too. 
It was so different from the other art-
works. It was just really neat to see 
that kind of culture." 

Chiu said free admission — 
which is always available to Rice 
students at most of the district's 
large venues — gave her leverage to 
encourage friends to come. She said 
the group appreciated all the offer-
ings they were able to see, even the 
Children's Museum. 

"The friends that I brought with 
me probably would not have gone 
to [the museums] if I had not asked 
them to come," Chiu said. "The free 

admission encouraged them, as did 
the activities. They probably wouldn't 
have gone, and now they're exposed 
and say they want to go back." 

Young said she sees many ben-
efits of such an event on an individ-
ual level, as when groups on buses 
communicate the experiences they 
had to each other. This snowball, 
word-of-mouth effect is what the 
District wanted to accomplish on 
Museum District Day, Menil Col-
lection Communications Director 
Vance Muse said. 

It was a good 
day for ART in 
Houston. 

"We all kind of live in this inner 
loop Museum District bubble, and 
we think that everyone knows where 
we are," Muse said. "I do think it is 
a great day for the Museum District, 
because it's not just the Museum 
District neighborhood people that 

come. It is a broader cross-section 
of what the city is." 

Every venue offered something 
special Saturday. The Houston Cen-
ter for Contemporary Craft show-
cased its basket weaving exhibit, set 
out tables for area craft vendors and 
provided many demonstrations. Out-
side, Dave Koenig of Tudor Forge 
joked with visitors as he made metal 
tools with an anvil and hammers. 

The Contemporary Arts Mu-
seum, Houston displayed the ex-
hibit Nexus Texas which features 
Texas artists. The artists in the 
exhibit gave talks to a crowded 
room of visitors and stayed to an-
swer many questions about the 
wide variety of artworks. 

Dallas' Paul Slocum received 
much attention for his unorthodox 
choice of artworks. In one piece, he 
altered an old dot matrix printer's 
loud noises to make almost humma-
ble melodies. Beside a panel of eight 
buttons that activated different parts 
See ART, page 21 

I Sexually charged Superbad tries to mix humor, derision 
bv Sean McBeath 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

First, a warning: Superbad is 
rated K for a reason. Those who 
blush at everyday sexual innuendos 
will likely experience unspeakable 
embarrassment while viewing it. 
Utter shock is not out of the question. 
To a fault, Superbad incessantly 
flaunts sexuality and sometimes 
unabashedly tasteless descriptions 
thereof, and it does so with few 
concessions to unsettled crowd 
members. 

'superbad' 
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now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

While there is no official or narra-
tive connection to this summer's hit 
comedy Knocked Up, the humor is 
immediately reminiscent, as writers 
Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg have 
returned to add their comedic touch. 
That said, Superbad offers some of 
the year's most original and most 
crude sexual comedy, often in the 
same line. Coming out of a long tra-
dition of adolescent humor, Superbad 
is the sucker-punch that the high-
school-buddy movie had coming for 

a long time, a new 
high — or low — for 
an old genre that 
has needed a reality 
check for years. 

'Hie '80s and '90s 
saw a slew of high 
school romances 
and comedies that 
focused — na-
ively — on the the 
fairytale romances 
of Stereotype High's 
prom kings and 

queens. Rather than showing the life 
of the typical student, films focused 
on the top of the pecking order, the 
prominent figures of adolescent so-
ciety. Consider the jocks of She's All 
IJiat, the cheerleaders of Bring it On, 
and the assorted good-looking kids 
of American Pie. Occasionally, the 
scripts granted a view of those who 
interrupted the perfect lives of the 
ideal students. 

The relentless parody Not Another 
Teen Movie marked the beginning of 
a transition that led away from the 
classic high-school aristocracy flick, 
leading to a film like Superbad. Here 
thee characters are, metaphorically 
speaking, so deep in the audience of 
high school life that their story all but 
removes the fourth wall. Rogen and 
Goldberg approach the realities of 
high school life with almost reckless 
abandon. They pull no punches in 
their painful ridicule of their unlikely 
heroes, Seth (Evan Almighty's Jonah 
Hill) and Evan (Michael Cera of "Ar-
rested Development"). 

Rogen and Goldberg waste no 
time in pointing out what most guys 
would probably never admit: Sex is 
the primary motivator of the adoles-
cent male. Superbad opens on Setli's 
and Evan's discussion about which 
pornography Web site they plan to 
subscribe to. Contrasting with nau-
seously idealistic stories of finding 
love in a school's top ranks, these 
protagonists are clearly at the bottom 
of the social ladder. 

Seth and Evan are weeks from 
graduating from high school — a lo-
cale that goes unnamed, showing that 
school is not really important except 
as setting. The testosterone-filled 
stars stand months from college ma-
triculation, leaving only a short sum-
mer for them to become sexual mae-
stros in preparation for university life. 

Evan (Michael Cera of "Arrested Development") and Seth (Evan Almighty's Jonah 
Hill) in Superbad, the successor in ail but name to Knocked Up. 

For their master plan, Seth and Evan 
offer to provide the alcohol for a local 
party, hoping to lower everyone's pu-
rity scores by hooking up with drunk 
classmates. They hope to then date 
these hook-ups for the summer while 
getting "two months of solid sex" b e 
fore heading off to college. 

The force of the humor in Su-
perbad comes from the realism with 
which Rogen, Goldberg and director 
Greg Mottola ("Arrested Develop-
ment") pursue the storyline. Rather 
than glossing over the less attractive 
aspects of teenage sexual frustration, 
Superbad"s realism reaches down 
into the even most mundane conver-
sations of the lilm. Much like the cast 
of Knocked Up, the characters in Su-
perbad do not talk like a freak set of 
Ivy league-educated children; they 
sjx^ak with the words, expletives and 
insults heard outside of theaters and 
inside cafeterias and study halls. 

Far-fetched comedy sequences — 
mostly featuring the infamous "McLo 
vin" (Christopher Mintz-Plasse) 

and two police officers (Rogen and 
Knocked Up's Bill Hader) — punctu-
ate scenes where the script approach-
es its serious topic too bluntly. 

Reactions to Superbad will un-
doubtedly be polarized: Half the au-
dience will leave the theater wanting 
a refund, the other wanting a second 
showing. Much like Knocked Up, Su-
perbads intensity in its approach to 
the subject matter will at times reveal 
that the comedy masks a piercing 
criticism of its characters. Superbad 
laughs about sex a lot but conde-
scends to the oft-perverse social life 
led by American youth. It masquer-
ades as a comedy in order to cater to 
the very crowd it pillories. 

However, Rogen and Goldberg 
fail to carry their criticism to a wide 
enough audience, alienating a certain 
section with the abundaat phallus-
based humor peppering the lilm. 
Superbad would find a more elegant 
solution to the problem of commu-
nicating its point without distancing 
half of its potential audience. 
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Adams' Easy Tiger delivers mediocre variety 
by Nikki Metzgar 
THRESHER STAFF 

"Kevin Costner dot com WHAT 
THE FUCK! 2003" is a strange 
hip-hop lyric Ryan Adams spews 
on one of his many Internet-only 
releases. Performances like these 
are what characterize him, less 
as an artist and more as his self-
mythologized media entity. Still, 
Adams the musician is difficult to 
pin down as well, ranging from an 
alt-country banjo plunker to a sad 

young lover beating his acoustic 
guitar throughout his extended 
and varied discography. 

'easy tiger' 
by ryan adams 

• • o f five 

Easy Tiger, his ninth official 
album, uses all of those personas 
without really giving the listener 

Earn $ 4 0 0 / W e e k + 

Free 2-Room Apt 
...with utilities and high-speed Internet included. 

Located at Memorial and Chimney Rock 

Responsibilities include childcare, homework 

assistance, after-school activities, and driving. 

Weekday afternoons and evenings, and 

weekends. Times somewhat flexible. 

Call 
713-444-9483 

References a Must 

reason to believe in any of them, 
resulting in a less-than-spectacu-
lar mix with few emotional hits. 

Adams' jaded-by-romance mask 
is one of his best, epitomized by 
songs like "Come Pick Me Up" 
off his first album Heartbreaker 
(2000). On Easy Tiger he dons 
that role for the songs "Two," "Off 
Broadway," "The Sun Also Sets" 
and "These Girls." In "The Sun," 
Adams croons that "We are only 
one shove from the nest, there 
it is, we are only one argument 
from deaf," driving a knife straight 
through the heart of anyone who 
has seen a relationship painfully 
reach its end. 

"These Girls" is an enjoyable 
tune about the girls that break a 
guy's heart . But it elicits from the 
listener a "You go girl!" instead 
of the "Aw, poor Ryan" that was 
mostly likely intended. Although 
'Two" sounds sincere — the best 
thing about Adams is, after all, 
his raw emotion — it retains the 
flaw of using the first of several 
sloppy number-related gimmicks 
found on the album. "It takes two 
when it used to take one," 'Two 
hearts, one of them will break. 
Three words is all it takes." 

There is no question Adams 
can write a powerful and relat-
able song, especially for people 
who have been trampled on by 
love. However, verses like these 
give the impression that Adams 
might have just gotten lazy this 
time around. 

In a different vein, "Goodnight 
Rose" opens the album with some 
of Adams' upbeat alt-country 
vigor. Adams' backup band, The 
Cardinals, do well here, making 
this song reminiscent of their 
collaboration on the single "New 
York, New York" from Gold (2001) 
See ADAMS, page 23 

1 XLarge 2-Topping Pizza $• 
four 20oz. Coca-Cola products 

S 18.99 
Valid only at Kirby location 
Delivery charges may apply 

(713)432-7272 
Expires 12/31/07 

Final Potter proves series 
still only adolescent epic 

Matthew 
McKee 

The largest book release in 
history occurred last month to 
the cheers of millions. Conclud-
ing an epic seven-volume tale, 
Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows sold 8.3 mil-
lion copies in the 
United States alone 
within 24 hours of 
its release. After just 
the first day's sales, 
a m i n d - b o g g l i n g 
13 million readers 
worldwide found out 
about the boy wiz-
ard's final battle and 
tumultuous entry 
into the maturity of 
adulthood. 

S t and ing in l ine on the 
night of the release, I noticed 
that adults and children alike 
waited with bated breath to see 
Harry conquer the final trials 
of adolescence. This did not 
surprise me much, but I still 
felt a bit childish getting excited 
over this release. However, like 
many fellow readers, I sensed 
the series was reaching levels 
of matur i ty beyond s imple 
c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e . J .K. 
Rowling was using symbolism 
and themes beyond the typical 
teen fantasy, and the story's 
a t m o s p h e r e had c e r t a i n l y 
darkened with each passing 
book. The number of dead was 
mounting, and deaths were 
striking closer and closer to the 
Boy Who Lived. 

At the end of Half-Blood Prince, 
Rowling shattered Harry's world 
with the death of Dumbledore and 
left me hoping for an ending worthy 
of adulthood. I had not decided on 
my ideal ending, but I was wishing 
for more than Rowling's easy 
conclusion that put Deathly Hallows 
on the level of the most formulaic 
Hollywood blockbusters. 

I was wishing 
for more than 
Rowling's 
EASY ending 
that put Harry 
on the level 
of the most 
formulaic 
blockbusters. 

That easy way out was par-
tially the climactic confrontation 
between Harry and Lord Volde-
mort that capped the enormous 
battle on the Hogwarts grounds. 
After a lonely journey almost 
worthy of Frodo Baggins, the 
series' core trio of Ron, Hermi-
one and Harry return to fight 
Death Eaters, giants and a slew 
of other evil creatures with their 
friends and professors. Harry 
dies, sort of, but easily comes 
back to life, flogging the Christ 
metaphor to death. He faces 
Voldemort in one of those balls-
to-the-wall cage matches where, 

despite any surroundings, the 
hero and villain can suddenly 
do solitary battle while talk-
ing calmly for long minutes. 
Thesis and antithesis square 

off but, in the end, no 
synthesis is produced. 
One survives while 
the other is destroyed 
completely. Where 
is the satisfaction in 
that? How does one 
learn from such a 
simple narrative? 

It will all make a 
great film when the 
movie adaptation is 
r e l e a s e d , but only 
cheap entertainment 

goes for such a black-and-white 
approach. Good and evil are 
easily-exploited absolutes that 
make for great popcorn flicks 
and not much else. Worthwhile, 
long-lasting stories, however, 
avoid polarizing their ideals and 
instead feed on moral grey areas 
to challenge their audiences. 

What could Rowling have 
expanded to make the plot more 
interesting? Sadly, she left many 
avenues into moral gray areas 
unexplored, even when she 
had the characters to do the 
spelunking. In one of the best 
chapters of Deathly Hallows, she 
redeemsSeverusSnape through 
a flashback sequence. Snape 
could have been the entryway 
into extended discussions of 
morally ambiguous issues of 
truth and deception, but instead 
all we receive is the simple "he-
was-always-good" wrap-up. 

Rowling used the opposite 
but equally simple wrap-up for 
Peter Pettigrew with similar 
d i sappoin tments . Pet t igrew 
received so little attention in 
the series, and yet unanswered 
q u e s t i o n s tha t could lead 
to c h a l l e n g i n g a n s w e r s 
r e m a i n e d a f t e r h is dea th . 
Why did he betray his close 
friends? Why was thatwrong? 
These and many other glazed-
over ques t ions would have 
e x t e n d e d Deathly Hallows 
by hundreds more pages, of 
course. But unfortunately, it 
seems that attention spans for 
such discussions run slim in 
the wider market despite tin-
rewards of fered in lengthy 
contemplation of these difficult 
issues without easy answers. 

Deathly Hallows left me with 
a bitter taste and a profound dis-
appointment. 1 may have asked 
too much of a mass-market 
story, but the simple conclusion 
felt extremely unsatisfying and 
worthy of true teen fantasy, an 
example of typical Hollywood-
esque tripe the never quite 
grows up. It was too easy. It was 
flash-in-a-can, easily-consumed 
entertainment perceptible from 
the beginning of Sorcerer's 
Stone that has doomed Harry to 
the children's section forever. 

Matthew McKee is a Jones 
College junior and arts & 
entertainment editor. 

See. Enjoy. 
Tell. 

thresher-arts@rice.edu 

mailto:thresher-arts@rice.edu
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of the printer, an official-looking sign 
sported an amusing message, read-
ing, "Push buttons to rock out" 

At the Lawndale Art Center, 
crowds of people could use tubs of 
chalk to draw all over one wall on the 
museum, resulting in a graffiti col-
lage with names and messages such 
as "Vive la France!" Volunteers said 
the museum did not have to worry 
too much about die wall, as Houston 
rain would clean it up soon. 

The smaller museums benefited 
from the shared crowd and bundles 
of activities enormously. The John C. 
Freeman Weather Museum, which 
opened April 2(X)6, received more 
dien l.CKX) visitors in its small space. 
1he Weather Museum is the only 
one of it kind in the country, and its 
staff of working meteorologists offer 
professional tours and classes, yet it 
is one of die smaller, off-the-road ven-
ues in die large district At last year's 
Museum District Day the museum 
was not prepared for the crowds, 
but it handled things well this time 
around, Weather Museum Director 
Maureen Maiuri said. 

"This is great event for us to 
get exposed to the public because 
we are a newer museum," she said. 
"Allowing a big group of people to 
come in will show them what kind 
of programs that we offer and allow 
diem to come back. I think it's sort 
of a rolling effect" 

For residents of Houston who had 
not experienced the Museum District 
to its fullest, die day provided a great 
start Cliiu said she spent the next 
day telling her friends how great the 
event was and how sorry she was 
some could not attend. 

"There's something in die air," 
Muse said. "Maybe there's this criti-
cal mass building. People seem to be 
turning on to the fact that Houston 
has an arts scene that's open to all." 
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Come Worship with Us! 
West University Baptist Church invites you to worship, the study of 

God's Word, and fellowship. 

We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday worship services, as well as a 
college-level Sunday school class that is attended by many Rice University and Medical 
School students and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served in the class, 

along with an opportunity to take the Lord's Supper each Sunday morning. 

We are located 2 miles directly west of campus, 6218 Auden between University and 
Rice. Free round-trip shuttle service is provided each Sunday morning leaving at 8:15 
AM and 9:15 AM on the loop in front of Rice's Allen Center. See www.wubc.org tor 

more details, or call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 AM 

http://www.wubc.org
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Stardust freshens old fantasies 
by Sean McBeath 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Stardust will probably be over-
looked by movie-going crowds this 
fall. Too many cinema bums will wal-
low in the shadow cast by the much-
anticipated film adaptation of Philip 
Pullman's The Golden Compass. But 
for now, audiences are missing out 
if they opt for big-budget films like 
Rush Hour 3 over this fantasy gem. 

'stardust' 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/ JHRESHE 

Halls of knowledge 
During last Saturday's Museum District day, thousands of people flooded the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science to participate in activities and take advantage of the venue's unique offerings, including guided tours. 
Visitors of all ages took part, and children took much delight in the museum's gallery of precious stones. 
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Heated navigation 
A pair of patrons finds their way to another museum. The Museum District provided maps and free shuttle 
service for guests shuffling through the humid Houston weather. Although lines for shuttles extended dozens of 
feet, visitors rejoiced in the air-conditioned rides from museum to museum. 
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ing at AMC and 
Awards theaters 

While it does not revolutionize 
the action-fantasy genre, Stardust 
takes a fresh tack in relaying its story. 
Based on Neil Caiman's 250-page 
novel of the same tide, director and 
co-writer Matthew Vaughn {layer 
Cake) weaves die tale without the 
overwrought flashiness that all too of-
ten dominates in new movies. Radier, 
Vaughn and co-writer Jane Goldman 
("The Big Fat Quiz of the Year") fo-
cus on die development of their char-
acters. Visual effects are just that 
effects. In fact, visually speaking, 
Stardust is somewhat plain. 

The tale beings through narra-
tion. In England, it is said, near die 
town of Wall, lies a portal to another 
world. Despite an octogenarian guard 
watching over the gateway, young 
Dunstan Thorn (Split Decisions Ben 
Barnes) slips out and into the magical 
world of Stormhold. He meets a girl 
there, and one thing leads to another 
when, nine months after his return 
to England, he receives a curious 
package. Within lies the protagonist, 
Tristan (The Merchant of Venice's 
Charlie Cox). 

From here, the story follows a 
familiar path: Tristan grows up as 
the town shop boy of Wall, Eng-
land. Naturally, he also vies with 
the suave, handsome Humphrey 
(Tristan + Isolde's Henry Cavill) for 
the affections of Wall's most beauti-

ful girl, Victoria (Casanova's Sienna 
Miller). Seeking to win Victoria's 
love by tracking down a falling 
star, Tristan finds himself trekking 
across the lands of Stormhold. 

Depite a radier cliche plotline and 
somewhat typical fantasy world char-
acteristics — witches, monarchical 
government Victorian-era attire — 
Stardusfs telling works well enough 
to leave little room for complaint 
Vaughn's presentation focuses on 
small worlds of die characters, giving 
the audience a greater connection 
with them as people instead of dis-
tant mythic figures. 

Hardly a character Tristan en-
counters fails to receive at least nomi-
nal exposition. With the aid of big 
names like Venus' Peter OToole, The 
Hours' Claire Danes and The Good 
Shepherd's Robert De Niro, Vaughn 
offers some of the best character de-
velopment of any film this year. 

Even purely transitional charac-
ters, such as De Niro's Captain Shake 
speare, fit into the puzzle of die movie 
in such a subtie, elegant manner as 
to go unnoticed. Despite receiving 
about 30 minutes total screen time 
in a 130-minute film, the brief dual 
development of Captiin Shakespeare 
and Tristan works beautifully, a small 
microcosm of die larger character 
group. As Tristan becomes more like 
Shakespeare, Shakespeare becomes 
more like Tristan in a medley of bril-
liant cut-scenes with which Vaughn 
silendy communicates a wealtii of 
personal growth in both characters. 

Stardust sticks to die basics of 
great storytelling and uses individual 
people as its building blocks. It avoids 
showing itself off with an overabun-
dance of flashy effects and presents 
characters to which viewers can re-
late widiout idolizing them. It sets 
itself in a world that is just different 
enough from our own to be interest-
ing but similar enough not to become 
confusing. It is a refreshing return to 
the bread and butter of fantasy film 
diat will remind viewers why the 
genre has become one of America's 
favorite forms of escapism. 

Civic Research 
& Design 
Courses 

Fall 2007 
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Center for Civic 

Engagement 

at Rice University 

Interested in research that 
impacts Houston? 

Check out these fall 2007 courses 
NEW COURSE 

CEVE/COMP/POLI 490: 
HURRICANE RISK ASSESSMENT & DESIGN OF EVACUATION POLICIES FOR HOUSTON 
The course provides students an opportunity to learn about and apply tools and technologies from 
civil and environmental engineering, political science and computer science to evaluate plans for 
Houston's response to a major hurricane and flood hazards. The course will include field work to 
survey residential neighborhoods and visits to the state-of-the-art Emergency Management 
Operations Center of the City of Houston. 

Civic Research and Design courses 
ARCH 401: PRINCIPLES OF ARCHITECTURE IV 

BIOS 213: INTRO LAB MOD ECOLOGY & EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY 

BIOS 310: INDEPENDENT STUDY FOR UNDERGRADUATES 

BIOS 316: LAB MODULE IN ECOLOGY 

BIOS 403: UNDERGRADUATE HONORS RESEARCH IN ECOLOGY & EVOLUTIONARY 
BIOLOGY 

BIOE 461: GLOBAL HEALTH DESIGN CHALLENGES I 

CHBE 403: DESIGN FUNDAMENTALS 

SOCI 290: RESEARCH METHODS 

SOCI 470: URBAN LIFE AND SYSTEMS 

For additional information contact cce@rice.edu or 713-348-2223 or visit our 
website at http://cce.rice.edu 

mailto:cce@rice.edu
http://cce.rice.edu
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COURTESY MIRAMAX FI IMS 

Jane Austen (The Devil Wears Prada's Anne Hathaway) led a dull love life, as 
portrayed in Becoming Jane, but enlivened relationships in her fiction. 

Indie biography drags down 
Jane Austen's real passions 
by Jackie Amnions 
THRESHER STAFF 

Fans of anything pertaining to 
novelist Jane Austen will likely 
flock to see the independent film 
Becoming Jane, an attempted por-
trayal of the Romantic writer's ro-
mantic history. However, all but 
the most ardent Austenites will 
be disappointed by the film's lack 
of an Austenesque plotline, and 
other moviegoers will simply be 
bored to tears. As t rue to history 
as the film tries to be, the writer's 
love life drags on and on and en-
courages historical interest — but 
nearly no entertainment interest. 

'becoming jane' 

• • • of five 

now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

Based on the life of Jane Aus-
ten (The Devil Wears Prada's 
Anne Hathaway) and drawn from 
her letters to her sister Cassandra 
(/ Really Hate My Job's Anna Max-
well Martin), Becoming Jane fills 
in the details of Austen's brief but 
supposedly influential love affair 
Thomas Lefroy (The Last King of 
Scotland's James McAvoy). De-
spite the outcries of her father 
(Spider Man's James Cromwell) 
and mother (Harry Potter and 
the Order of the Phoenix's Julie 
Walters), Jane manages to fall in 
love with Lefroy. This movie sug-
gests that Austen's romance with 
lef roy had a substantial impact 
on her writing, yet the exploits 
of her fictitious heroines are en-
tirely different. 

Becoming Jane almost com-
pletely lacks plot elements char-
acteristic of her novels despite 
being advertised as a tale compa-
rable to Austen novels. The cre-
ators, in the interest of historical 
accuracy, make the mistake of not 
catering to their audience. Loyal 
fans of Jane Austen read novels 
and enjoy movies such as Pride & 
Prejudice, Sense & Sensibility and 
Persuasion for three common ele-

ADAMS 
From page 20 

except without the oomph of actual 
meaning. Between the "rose" that 
quivers in "I Taught Myself How to 
Grow Old" and the "Rose" that may 
here be the equivalent of "sweet-
heart," it appears as though the mu-
sician has run out of metaphors. 

Luckily, at least, the lyrics de-
velop into profundity by the final 
song. "I Taught Myself How to 
Grow Old" features melancholy 
harmonica and out-of-breath vo-
cals. Adams addresses the trite 
but true topic of how pain im-
proves character. 

Besides the sappy attempts at 
romance, it is "Halloween Head" 
and "Oh My God, Whatever, Etc." 
where Adams' personality finally 
shows through. "Oh My God" takes 
an ironic jab at his tendency to la-
ment and moan while showcasing 

inents: rich men, wittily confident 
heroines and a happy ending. Un-
fortunately, Becoming Jane lacks 
all of these features. 

First, Lefroy is without any for-
tune and depends entirely on his 
wealthy uncle for his and his fam-
ily's income. Audiences will find 
the Jane in this movie lacking the 
critical confidence found in Eliza-
beth Bennet and Marianne Dash-
wood — she promises to marry 
two men but runs away from 
both, and she quickly tears up 
her manuscript when faced with a 
slight criticism of her work. 

Additionally, the ending of Be-
coming Jane is disappointing, as 
the camera leaves an unmarried 
Jane reading Pride & Prejudice to 
her former lover's daughter. 

Aside from generally missing 
the expectations of its target audi-
ence, Becoming Jane is a beautiful 
film. Shot almost exclusively in 
Ireland, the movie contains gor-
geous long shots of landscapes 
and homesteads. Nevertheless, 
the extended sojourns on the 
countryside and montages of 
farm life — suckling pigs includ-
ed — will bore both Austenites 
and regular moviegoers alike. 
These scenes, although breath-
taking, detract from the story and 
seem to extend the monotony of 
the slow-paced plot. 

Following her cowgirl prowess 
as a Texan in Brokeback Moun-
tain, Hathaway pulls off a decent 
English accent, and her portrayal 
of a pretty and unique young 
woman subject to the criticism of 
an unforgiving, proper society is 
convincing. Lefroy, while lacking 
the wealthy-man ethos of Fitzwil-
liam Darcy and Frederick Went-
worth, becomes intriguing to the 
audience due to McAvoy's rogu-
ish looks and subliminal charm. 

Becoming Jane garners points 
for its beauty and taste. However, 
the film's appeal drops because 
it was advertised as something it 
is not: a typical Austen tale. The 
anti-Austen guise of romance will 
only confuse and disappoint audi-
ences at the end of the film. 

the velvety beauty of his singing 
voice. It's unclear what a "hallow-
een head" actually is, but when Ad-
ams cries "What the fuck's wrong 
with me?" the answering image is 
of a pumpkin for a face. Hie songs 
'Tears of Gold" and "Pearls on a 
String' also appeal to fans of the 
Ryan Adams brand of twang. 

Easy Tiger is content to be 
middle-of-the-road and plain va-
nilla. ITiere are several possible 
explanations for this. After a battle 
that lasted years, Adams recently 
quit taking drugs and has con-
ceded to more guidance from his 
record label. These are both good 
things, and the album is a turn for 
the better. But if one of his next 
songs grieved the loss of Interest-
ing Ryan Adams, his fans might be 
able to relate to that, too. 
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THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

How one series can change 
a glorious summer 

As my Rose Garden ticket 
stubs can attest, I spent the 
first 18 years of my life at the 
tail-end of the Oregon Trail, and 
I wouldn't change it for a thing. 
Sure, living in the Rose City 
has its downsides: hippies, rain, 
smelly hippies. Dar-
ius Miles and dirty 
smelly hippies. But 
in the summertime, 
when the sun is shin-
ing and The Simpsons 
Movie, the brainchild 
of Por t l and ' s own 
Matt Groening, is 
making more money 
than Tim Donaghv at 
the Bellagio, there's 
no place I'd rather be. 
Except in 2007. 

Last summer wasn't just an-
other season for me. No sir. You 
see. 1 had just completed my first 
year at Rice, and as the first one 
in my family to go off to study 
at a university — besides my 
parents, aunts, uncles, grandpar-
ents, etc. — I was the big man on 
the block. The ladies swooned, 
the old guys at the corner market 
said, "Way to go, son! You made 
it!" and my parents bought me a 
1988 Honda Accord. OK, maybe 
that last part is a lie; my parents 
would never buy me a car, let 
alone an Accord. 

Making matters even sweeter, 
all of my favorite sports teams 
were overachieving. The Jail 
Trail Blazers finally found some 
luck, landing the top spot in the 
NBA draft lottery. His Holiness 
Kevin Pritchard selected man-
child Greg Oden, who, at 19, 
is poised to become the only 
NBA player to simultaneously 
endorse Boost Mobile (catch-
phrase: "IDK, my BFF Kevin 
Durant?") and Bingo Night at 
Denny's — not because Oden 
looks like he's sixty, but because 
Grand Slam breakfasts are deli-
cious. And not only were my 
Mariners were finally winning, 
they were showing some spunk. 
During a recent road swing, the 
normally reserved Ichiro re-
marked, and this is a direct quote, 
"If I ever saw myself saying I'm 
excited going to Cleveland, I'd 
punch myself in the face, because 
I'm lying." Clearly he's not a fan 
of Drew Carey. 

However, my al legiances 
were not all geography-based. 
As a new fan of our beloved Rice 
baseball team, the start of the 
summer held seemingly limit-
less possibilities. We entered 
the 2007 College World Series 
not only as the top seed, but as 
the king of all seeds, a seemingly 
unstoppable behemoth on the 
diamond — the Jessica Alba of 
college baseball teams, if you 
will. Trendy, multi-ethnic — how 
exactly do you getthe name Diego 
Seastrunk? — and firing on all 
cylinders, the CWS title was ours 
for the taking. 

In the end, however, we 
were no Jessica Alba. In fact, it 
turned out we were little more 
than a horsehide-and-ash ver-
sion of Lindsay Ix>han: On top 
of the world a few years back 
(2003 CWS championship; The 
Parent Trap), a glorious return 

Casey Michel 

that fell tantalizingly close (2006 
semi-final losses to Oregon State; 
Mean Girls, which was plenty 
tantalizing in its own right), 
and an infuriating repeat of past 
offenses in 2007 (consecutive 
semi-final losses to UNC; another 

DUI and ano the r 
stint in rehab.) At 
least Wayne Graham 
didn't hoard and sell 
painkillers after his 
knee replacement. 

What made those 
losses to the Tar 
Heels, in their thor-
oughly un-intimi-
dating powder-blue 
threads, all the more 
painful was thei r 
context. Obviously, 

il was difficult to swallow, since 
we could feel the finals—we only 
needed one win. And since when 
doeshistory repeat itself? Is it re-
ally possible to lose four straight 
semifinal-clinching games and 
not have a curse? Or perhaps we 
do: If the Cubs can be blighted by 
a farm animal, then I suppose it's 
possible we could be hampered 
by that frozen squirrel that was 
launched off of Wiess College 
a couple years back. The Curse 
of the Frigid Furball has a nice 
ring, doesn't it? 

But beyond the situation in 
the tournament, losing in that 
semifinal prevented the cosmos 
from aligning, at least for me. 
There would be no rematch 
between Oregon State and my 
Owls, and any and all bragging 
rights would automatically go 
to my friends from back home. 
That one hurt. Even friends 
who didn't go to OSU were 
ragging on me, claiming that 
"Rice is only good when you're 
hungry and want to eat 3000 of 
something" — a blatant rip-off 
of Mitch Hedberg. 

In the end, it's safe to say I 
never caught the Beaver Fever, 
and no, contrary to my mom's 
wishes, I didn't collect the head-
lines that read" | OSU head coach 
Pat] Casey's squad wins again!" 1 
want nothing to do with the Bea-
vers, if only because you can't take 
a team seriously when their best 
player is named, quasi-ironically. 
Darwin Barney. Plus, who looks 
good in orange? However, I will 
not deign to deface the Beaver 
mascot: Although not necessarily 
the most noble creature, a beaver 
dam is by far the sweetest pad in 
the animal kingdom. 

While I don't know if my 
Blazers will make the playoffs, 
or if Ichiro will hold true to 
his word, I do know one thing: 
Rice is still improving, at least, 
when it comes to drainage of 
their ball field. Reckling Park 
was torn up this summer and a 
new d ra inage sys t em was 
installed. Maybe this will be 
enough to excise the demons that 
have plagued my team these past 
two years. But if not, hey, it's 
still Texas, and at least we're 
not overrun by hippies. Dirty, 
smelly hippies. 

Casey Michel is a Brown 
College sophomore and Thresher 
sports editor. 

Baseball's run falls short again 
Owls lose in CWS semifinals for second consecutive season 
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TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Junior pitcher/first baseman Joe Savery connects on one of his two hits in the Owls' 15-10 win over Louisville 
June 15. Savery, the 19th overall draft pick of the Philadelphia Phillies, was named Conference USA's Male Athlete of 
the Year for his outstanding campaign, during which he compiled a 2.99 ERA over 18 starts and a .356 batting aver-

by Ben Jedlovec 
THRESHERSTAFF 

After cruising through the Con-
ference USA tournament, NCAA 
regional bracket, and super re-
gional matchup with Texas A&M 
University, the baseball team fell to 
the University of North Carolina in 
the semifinals of the College World 
Series in Omaha, Neb. Rice finished 
the season ranked No. 3 by Baseball 
America and other major polls. 

For the second consecutive 
year, the Owls won their first two 
CWS games against the University 
of Louisville and North Carolina, 
putting themselves one win from 
the championship series. However, 
again they fell short, as the Tar 
Heels quickly rebounded with two 
straight wins, knocking Rice out of 
title contention. 

The Owls shrugged off their 
disappointment and reflected on 
the positives that came from the 
2007 season. 

"I thought we had a great run," 
senior closer Cole St. Clair said. "We 
played a number of very good teams 
and really demonstrated that we were 
one of the best teams in the nation 
based on our talent and heart. As for 
the final result — none of us liked to 
end our season with a loss. But in the 
big picture, we had a very good year 
by any standard, and I think that is 
what should be remembered." 

The C-USA champions again 
brought home numerous individual 
accolades in addition to their strong 
team representation. Freshman 
third baseman Diego Seastrunk was 
named to the All-CWS team, becom-
ing the fourth Owl ever to receive 
that honor and the first since the 
2003 national championship year. 
Additionally, head coach Wayne 
Graham was named C-USA Coach 
of the Year for the second time in 
the two seasons since Rice joined 
the conference. 

Junior Joe Savery was named a 
first team All-American by Baseball 
America as the top two-way player 
in the country. Savery finished 
with 11 wins and a 2.99 ERA on the 
mound and a .356 batting average 
with 6 homeruns and 60 RBI's at the 
plate. C-USA also named Savery its 
Player of the Year and Male Athlete 
of the Year. 

Fellow pitcher Ryne Tacker was 
named C-USA Pitcher of the Year, 
finishingwitha9-l record, 3.01 ERA 
and 67 strikeouts in 71.2 innings this 
season. Tacker, a senior, dominated 
opposing lineups both out of the bull-
pen and in the rotation before the un-
fortunate reappearance of the stress 
fracture that kept him out of action 
for the entire 2006 season. He was 
unavailable to pitch throughout the 

C-USA and NCAA tournaments, leav-
ing the Owls without their Saturday 
starter and making their postseason 
run even more challenging. 

()wls ace and Friday night starter 
Ryan Berry was named C-USA 
Freshman of the Year in addition to 
earning a place on Baseball America's 
All-Freshman Team. Berry finished 
with 11 wins, a 3.01 ERA and 125 
strikeouts in a team-leading 122.2 
innings pitched. He then spent the 
summer traveling internationally 
with Team USA, compiling a 1.88 
ERA in 38.1 IP against the best play-
ers from around the world. 

As expected, Rice was hit hard 
by the Major League Baseball Draft, 
held J une 7-8. 14 Owls were selected 
in the 50-round draft. As college 

See BASEBALL page 28 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday, Aug. 24 
•Volleyball vs. Louisiana Tech 
7 p.m. — Fox Gym 
The Owls open the season with the Mizuno Invitational, continue through Saturday 

Saturday, April 21 
•Volleyball vs. Lamar 
12:30 p.m. — Fox Gym 

•Volleyball vs. Oral Roberts 
7 p.m. — Fox Gym 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
When pitcher/first baseman Joe Savery was chosen by the Phila-

delphia Phillies with the 19th pick in last summer's MLB draft, he 

became the 14th first-round pick in Rice baseball history. The last 

player selected in the first round was pitcher Wade Townsend 

(Brown '05), who was actually drafted twice — as the 8th pick of the 

Baltimore Orioles in 2004, and the 8th pick of the Tampa Bay Devil 

Rays in 2005. 
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Harknett shines in 
final postseason 

After helping the men's ten-
nis team to its fifth consecutive 
NCAA postseason berth, senior 
Ben Harknett was rewarded with 
his first bid to the NCAA National 
Singles Tournament, held May 
17-22 at the University of Georgia, 
where he left them to the finals. 

Harknett then traveled to 
Athens, Ga., to compete in the 
64-man tournament. The senior 
opened up the tournament May 
23 against Philip Therp, a fresh-
man who had led his UC-Santa 
Barbara team to the Big West 
C o n f e r e n c e championsh ip . 
Harknett opened strong against 
Therp, battling his way to a first 
set win, and was able to hold 
off a late comeback to take the 
contest 0-4, 6-4. 

However, Harknett found 
trouble in the round of 32, drop-
ping a tight 7-6 (4), 7-5 contest 
with No. 6 Steven Moneke of 
Ohio State University. 

Harknett, who graduated last 
May, finished 17-14 on the year. 

— Casey Michel 

Two Owls notch All-
American honors 

The women's track and field 
team sent four representatives 
to the NCAA Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships, held 
June 6-9 in Sacramento, Calif. 
Two Owls placed well enough to 
earn All-American honors: senior 
Funmi Jimoh in the long jump 
and junior Marissa Daniels in the 
10,000 meters. 

Jimoh, one of the favorites 

to win the long jump heading 
into the meet, experienced 
some difficulty in getting her 
first Ail-American award. On 
her third attempt, she suffered 
an ankle injury that required 
significant taping. However, 
she managed to overcome the 
injury and jump 21 feet, 1.25 
inches, good for a fifth-place 
finish. Jimoh was the highest 
finisher of any Rice athlete, 
male or female 

— Stephen Whitfield 

Solares ends career 
on high note 

Pablo Solares finished his 
Rice career with the race of 
his life. Running at the NCAA 
Outdoor Track and Field Cham-
pionships in Sacramento, Calif., 
Solares flew with a Hurry over 
the final stretch to break his own 
Rice record and come within 
seconds of outdoor Ail-American 
honors. The senior ran 3 minutes, 
40.22 seconds to finish ninth. His 
time was just over three seconds 
behind national champion Lopez 
Lomong of the University of 
Northern Arizona. 

Solares was not the only 
Owl male to go to Sacramento. 
Another senior, Luke Stadel, 
competed in the shot put after 
earning an automatic berth at 
the NCAA Midwest Regional 
Championships May 26. The 
Conference USA champion in 
the event, he threw 57 feet, 
3.5 inches to place 19th in the 
preliminary round. The mark 
was not enough to qualify for 
the finals, as only the top 12 
advanced. 

— Stephen Whitfield 
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THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Infomercials pervade, skew one Owls fan's view 
So, at the end of every semester, 

when my sleep cycle is relegated 
to fewer hours than I can count on 
one hand and my typical "day" lasts 
until 4 a.m., I reach a phase I like 
to call "survival by infomercial." It's 
a state of existence dictated more 
by necessity than by any real love 
of that particular type of program-
ming, because I've discovered that 
with 10 pages of essay down and 15 
more to go by a little after dawn, 
the refreshment achieved 
by watching 15 minutes 
of washed-up celebrities 
plugging unusual prod-
ucts is even greater than 
that derived from a bottle 
or three of No-Doz and a 
few cans of Red Bull. 

Why am I sharing 
this information with 
you? Well, this is the first 
'Htresherofihe year, which 
includes, inevitably, the 
Thresher Sports Editor's 
column shamelessly plugging Rice 
athletics. Forthoseofyou who have 
read past editions of that column, 
you are familiar with t he traditional 
structure — the rant about how 
Rice athletics are both underap-
preciated and underattended. But 
this year, I decided the content 
deserved a novel and refreshing 
presentation, and as I discussed 
earlier, there's nothing more re-
freshing than an infomercial. 

[Start program with cheesy 
intro music] 

Tired of overpaying for over-
hyped state school athleticsPThink 
Texas A&M is a cult, or that the 
Longhorns' burnt orange is the 
ugliest color in the world? Wish 
you could root for sports teams 
void of drug suspensions and 
recruiting controversies? 

Dylan Farmer 
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New students! Transfers! I'm 
Dylan Farmer, Thresher sports 
editor extraordinaire. You may 
remember me from such sports 
columns as "The Vick Brothers: 
Ambassadors for sportsmanship," 
and "Cleveland, Ohio — where a 
championship is perpetually around 
the corner!" 

Today, I'm here to tell you about 
a phenomenal offer, one you'll never 
be able to turn down: How would you 

like to see bowl-caliber 
Division-I football games 
without getting sucked 
dry by admission prices? 
How about being able 
to stupport a team that 
came just one point short 
of playing for the 2006 
Conference USA cham-
pionship? How about 
watching an All-American 
receiver who doubled as 
one of three finalists for 
last year's Biletnikoff 

award — the honor presented to 
the best receiver in all of college 
football? 

Cheap, fun and drug-
suspension free, Rice 
sports are even more 
entertaining than an 

infomercial 

But wait — there's more! 
What would you say to watching 

a baseball team that has won 11 
consecutive conference titles dating 
backto 1997 and a national champion-
ship in 2003? What about a team that 
finished at No. 3 overall for the past 
two years? How about a ball club that, 
just last season, produced a C-USA 
record 14 MLB draftees, as well as 
the 14th first-round selection in the 
program's storied history? 

But wait — there's more! 
How about watching a women's 

basketball program that has re-
corded 11 straight winning seasons, 
8 of which ended with bids into post-
season play? Or what about a men's 
basketball program that produced 
the 25th overall selection in the 2007 
NBA draft? 

How much would you be willing 
to pay for this amount of Division-I 
sportage? $400? $500? At a certain 
big-name state school obsessed 

with the color maroon, you might 
pay more than $1000 just for those 
four sports alone, but here at Rice, 
the athletics department is pleased 
to offer you all three seasons' worth 
of athletics for only 90 dollars! That's 
right, just 90 dollars! 

But wait — there's more! 
As soon as you send in your one-

time fee, you'll also get a full year's 
worth of: 

— Women's track and cross coun-
try, winners of three C-USA cham-
pionships in the past two years. 
— Men's track and cross coun-
try, cons is tent p roduce r s of 
N C A A - q u a l i f y i n g a t h l e t e s . 
— Women's volleyball, which 
returns 10 of 11 lettermen and 
brings in the one of the strongest 
recruiting classes in recent memory 
— Soccer, which made the NCAA 
tournament in both 2004 and 
2005, and this year boasts the 
best recruiting class in C-USA. 
— Men's tennis, a team with five 
consecutive postseason bids ar.a 
coming off back-to-back second-
place finshes in the conference. 
— Women's tennis, just two years 
removed from hoisting the C-USA 
crown and was nationally ranked as 
recently as last year. 

But wait—the best is yet to come! 
Rice athletics has decided to do you 
a huge favor and include this $90 fee 
in your tuition! What does this mean? 
It means you've already paid it! That's 
right, you've already paid it! So there 
you have it — your full year of Rice 
athletics already paid and credited to 
your account. So what are you waiting 
for? Get out there and support ypur 
athletes today! 

[End Program] 
So there it is, your very own in-

fomercial taking away every excuse 
you have to skip going to see varsity 
sports on campus (unless, of course, 
you're one of those people who 
doesn't like sports, in which case I 
can't help you). Take my word for 
it — Rice athletes are amazing. Rice 
may be a small school, athletically un-
derappreciated on the national scale, 
but whether it's football in the fall, 
basketball in the winter or baseball 
in the spring, few experiences can 
top screaming your lungs out along-
side your fellow rowdy fans. Cheap, 
fun and drug-suspension free. Rice 
sports are even more entertaining 
than an infomercial. 

Dylan Farmer is a Hanszen College 
junior and Thresher sports editor 
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Lauded youth movement hopes to put squad back on top 
by Casey Michel 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Being a defending champion is 
never easy. With a target on your 
back, opponents work a little harder 
to knock you off your perch. Last 
season the soccer team found itself in 
this unforgiving position as defending 
Conference USA champions. 

Rice started their 2006 campaign 
on pace for ano the r success fu l 
run, winning a school-record nine 
straight games. But in the midst of 
this streak, a string of ACL tears of 
th ree top players in a span of just 
five days muted Rice's momentum. 
T h e Owls persevered th rough the 
loss of six s tar ters , but in the end 
were unable to clinch a spot in the 
C-USA tournament , going 3-7 in 
conference play. 

"I think injuries were definitely 
not an excuse, because we got a 
lot of great players that weren ' t 
injured," head coach Chris Huston 
said. "But I do think injuries did 
play a role in the flip-flop of how 
well we were doing at the s tar t to 

the disappointing end." 
Fortunately for Rice, the team is 

in a position to put last year behind 
them. Over half the players on this 
year 's team were not around for last 
season's bitter finish. The Owls wel-
come nine new f r e shmen in 2007, 
making up one of the s t ronges t 
recrui t ing classes Rice has ever 
produced — the recrui t ing Web 
site SoccerBuzz.com named Rice's 
recru i t ing class the bes t in C-USA. 
Many of the new faces played for 
some of the nation's top club teams, 
including the Dallas Sting and the 
Virginia Rockets. 

But such an influx of new mem-
b e r s can cause p rob lems , f rom 
playing t ime to ge t t ing used to 
one ano ther ' s style of play. Senior 
midfielder Samantha Conn, one of 
two captains, said the f r e shmen 
will h a v e p lenty of c h a n c e s to 
provide leadership this year. "We 
need to get them to be a little bit 
more verbal, because I think they 
don't have the opportuni ty to be 
f r e shmen , " Conn said. "They will 
be thrown in so quickly — th ree of 

Earning a Master's Degree can add 
over $1 million to your lifetime earnings 

T E X A S T E C H U N I V E R S I T Y 
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No work-experience requirement 

Fifty $3,000 Scholarships available 

($1,000 each semester, renewable for up to three semesters) 

C o n t a c t Us Today : 

G r a d u a t e Services Center, Lubbock, TX 79409-2101 

Tel: 1 -800-882-6220 Fax:806-742-3958 
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Also, ask about our MS, MSA and PhD programs 

tvv 

M m mm f 
"V * ... . . 

. . . . . i—nmn 

< M i % t ; ; ^ 

• : 
I - . - — . •••'.» j r 

- ^ ,<nro riMHWiMMmw JMJ. ̂  ~ *?'• ' 

IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

Senior Beth Martin, a 2007 selection to the All-Conference Preseason team, will hold down the defense for the fourth 
consecutive season. Martin will kick off her final season as an Owl next Friday at McNeese State. 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

An offensive powerhouse, senior Clory Martin needs seven more goals to tie Rice's 
record of 22 career goals scored, set by Sarah Yoder (Baker '05) from 2001-04. 

them will be s tar t ing. Even if not, 
they will be seeing a lot of playing 
t ime because we'll have re tu rn ing 
s t a r t e r s who won't be able to play 
90 minutes ." 

One of the key positions a fresh-
man will earn is goalkeeper. Fresh-
men Meghan Erkel and Catherine 
Fitzsimmons are both fighting for 
the starting spot, which was vacated 
by the departure of Amy McClintock 
(Will Rice '07). Erkel comes to the 
Rice after playing for the San Juan 
Spirits, and Fi tzsimmons will be 
moving on from former national 
semifinalists the Michigan Hawks. 
While keeper is one of the most 
demanding and nerve-racking posi-
tions on the pitch, Huston said she 
believes the new teammates are up 
to the challenge. 

"Our two goalkeepers have come 
in and been awesome, they're going 
to do a great job for us," Huston said. 
"It makes the level go up more in 
practice because they're competing 
against each other—they don't know 
who's going to start yet. ... I think 
the girls are going to come in and 
they're going to prove to be every 
bit of the hype." 

Although they make up the bulk 
of the squad, f reshmen should not 

have to ca r ry the load in 2007. Six 
s t a r t e r s are re turning, including 
all of the forwards . Senior forward 
Clory Martin, who is third on Rice's 
career goals scored list with 15, 
h ighl ights the trio on the frontline. 
Unlike last year, when opponents 
centered solely on shut t ing down 
Martin and held her to only six 
total goals, she will be able to share 
the ball with fellow forwards Erin 
Scott, a sophomore , and Caitlin 
Robbins, a redshir t junior. Scott will 
be looking to surpass he r first-year 
totals — a daunt ing task, since she 
placed among the C-USA leaders in 
goals. And Robbins, a former All-
Central Region honoree , will t ry 
to shake off any rust accrued from 
last year, which saw her sidelined 
with an injury only four games into 
the season. 

Conn and fellow senior Traci 
Eraser will anchor the midfield 
during this upcoming season. Like 
Robbins, Conn will try to re turn to 
her successful ways after a debilitat-
ing knee injury 10 games into last 
season. Prior to her injury, the ()wls 
were 8-0-1, but af ter Conn went 
down her t eammates could only 
muster a 3-6-0 record. Sophomore 
Shelley Wong, the only f reshman 

2 0 0 7 SOCCER SCHEDULE 
DATE OPPONENT TIME 

Aug. 3 1 at McNeese State 4 p.m. 

Sept. 2 vs. Dartmouth 11 a.m. 

Sept. 7 vs. TCU 7 p.m. 

Sept.9 vs. Stephen F. Austin 1 p.m. 

Sept. 14 at Mississippi 7 p.m. 

Sept. 16 at Mississippi State 12 p.m. 

Sept. 18 vs. Houston Baptist 7 p.m. 

Sept. 2 1 vs. Texas State 7 p.m. 

Sept. 2 3 at Texas A&M 6 p.m. 

Sept. 28 vs. Lamar 7 p.m. 

Oct. 5 vs. Houston 7 p.m. 

Oct. 12 vs. UAB 7 p.m. 

Oct. 1 4 vs. Memphis 1 p.m. 

Oct. 19 at Marshall 6 p.m. 

Oct. 2 1 at East Carolina 11 a.m. 

Oct. 26 at SMU 7 p.m. 

Oct. 28 at Tulsa 1 p.m. 

Nov. 2 vs. Colorado College 7 p.m. 

Nov. 4 vs. UTEP 1 p.m. 

midfielder to play in every game last 
season, will join Conn and Eraser. 

On the backline, the Owls will 
once again look to senior captain 
Beth Martin to lead them. Martin, a 
2006 All-Region and All-Conference 
selection, used her speed and instinct 
to help limit Rice's opponents to a 
mere 10.4 shots per game, second 
in the C-USA. 'Hie Austin native, 
who was also recently named to the 
C-USA All-Preseason team, said she 
is excited about the upcoming season 
and Rice's potential. 

"I'm super excited because I 
want to make the most of it, but 
I'm also by nature a really anxious 
person, so I have a lot inside tha t ' s 
very, very built up," Beth Martin 
said. "We need to prove what the 
beginning of last season was meant 
to accomplish. ... This season we 
need to take care of each o ther and 
we need to take care of the mental 
and the physical part of the game 
and make sure that we don't over-
think things." 

Rounding out the defense will be 
sophomores Katelyn Ostendorf and 
Kellen Schugart, one of only two players 
who started all 18 games last year. 

T h e season officially kicks off 
next Friday in Lake Charles , La. 
against McNeese State University. 
T h e non-conference schedule is 
highlighted by the Sept. 23rd match 
against Texas A&M, a contest Conn 
believes will weigh heavily on the 
tone of the season. 

"The A&M game has — not the 
ability to make or break us — but to 
completely make us," Conn said. "It 
would anyway, but coming from last 
year, beating [No. 8 University ofl 
Texas and being ranked 30th in the 
country, to losing seven starters.. . . If 
we are even able to stay with A&M, 
that'll show them that we're back, 
that we're ready to play. We have a 
lot of pride to pick up." 

Rice's conference schedule begins 
Oct. 5th against crosstown-rival Uni-
versity of Houston. Their toughest 
test should come three weeks later 
on Oct. 26th when the Owls face off 
with Southern Methodist University, 
which C-USA coaches selected as 
preseason favorite. 

As Rice looks toward this season, 
the team has one all-encompassing 
goal in mind: earn a spot in the C-USA 
tournament and so make last season's 
finish a distant memory. 

"Conference was in the bag, and 
then last year when it didn't happen 
it was a reality check," Martin said. 
"[This season] is something where 
the potential is there and everything 
we do from here to the end should be 
the same trajectory: up and up." 

mailto:mba@ttu.edu
http://mba.ba.ttu.edu
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Deep, experienced team looks for postseason berth 
by Dylan Farmer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

YOU KNOW? 
44 percent of the volleyball 
team's 2006 offense came 
at the hands of three true 
freshmen — middle blocker 
Natalie Bogan, outside hitter 
Jennifer McClean and outside 
hitter Jessie Boulavsky. They 
combined for 809 of the 
team's 1,855 total kills. 

When the volleyball team takes the court 
tonight at 7 p.m. for the first of three matches 
scheduled for this weekend's Mizuno Invita-
tional Tournament, it will do so as a squad 
already battle-tested by in tense s u m m e r 
workouts, three weeks of two-a-day practices 
and a home court change. 

At first glance, an outsider might think these 
players have already spent a season's worth of 
energy before even getting to the first serve, 
but head coach Genny Volpe said her Owls 
have not been getting tired. Instead, they are 
simply more focused on 
their goal of winning a 
C-USAchampionship and 
taking an NCAA tourna-
ment berth. 

"I've seen a s t rong 
sense of determination 
from the team, and the 
general feel is that we're 
just more confident going 
into the season," Volpe 
said. "They worked out 
and trained hard over the 
summer and [arrived! in 
really good shape. That 's 
exc i t ing b e c a u s e that 
tells me that they're serious about coming in 
ahead of the game, instead of coming in to 
play catch-up." 

Of the 14 players on the roster, 10 are re-
turning lettermen, and 5 of them have two or 
more years of playing time for Rice. Of the five 
sophomores, none played in fewer than 19 of 
Rice's 31 matches last season, and one, outside 
hitter Jennifer McClean, started every match. 
Even without senior middle blocker Tessa 
Kuykendall, who exhausted her four years 
of playing eligibility, this squad has plenty of 
experience compared to last year's. 

"Last year, for the most par t only [Kuyk-
endall) and I had a lot of cour t exper ience," 
senior libero Yvette Kirk said. "It gave the 
f reshmen a chance to learn. So even though 
we don't have a lot of years out the re still, 
we have more exper ience than we've had 
the last few seasons." 

Kirk is one of three seniors on the team, 
joining set ter/outside hitter Rachel Ix>pez and 
outside hitter Krishna Dennemann to form the 
team's trio of leaders. She has by far the most 
experience of any player on the team, starting 
345 consecutive games since the first match of 
her freshman season. I>ast season, she broke 
Rice's single-season record for digs with five 
matches to go, and finished with 569 on the 
year— 105 more than the previous mark. She 
enters this season needing just 85 to break 
the all-time career record. 

Lopez put up her own set of impressive 
numbers last season, recording 1,387 assists 
in for third-highest mark in Rice volleyball 
history. Limited in her playing t ime as a 

f reshman and sophomore , she emerged last 
season as an integral par t of Volpe's game 
plan, and with a number of athletes competing 
for the set ter position, she could see more 
time on the outside. 

Dennemann bounced back from an injury-
riddled sophomore season with a limited but 
effective junior campaign, recording nine 
matches with double-digit digs and a 0.32 
ace-per-game average — good for second on 
the team. This season, she looks to remain the 
Owls' primary passer, offering the team a good 
offensive option out of the back row. 

Volpe said she will look to the three seniors 
to provide intangible motivation, as well as 

a broad perspective on the 
team's capabilities. They are 
the only players remaining 
from Rice's 2004 NCAA tour-
nament squad. 

"I think more than any-
thing, I want [the seniors] to 
provide a sense of urgency, 
because it is their last sea-
son," Volpe said. "These 
athletes, more than any of 
them, know that we have 
what it takes to get on top, 
and they're trying to do their 
part to get us back there, on 
top of C-USA and back into 

the NCAA tournament." 
Supportingthe seniors in their drive for one 

more postseason appearance is a whole cast of 
talented teammates who, this season, are con-
tributing to one of the more deep and balanced 
teams Rice has seen in recent years. 

At outside hitter, Volpe has a number of 
options. First and foremost is Karyn Morgan, 
who has s tar ted all but one match in her 
career and last year posted 440 kills and 420 
digs, becoming just the fourth player in team 
his tory to reach 400 in both categories in a 
single season. McClean is another s t rong 
contender for a s tar t ing position, after post-
ing a 2.60 kills-per-game mark and contrib-
uting 404 digs in her inaugural season. She 
also threw in a team-leading 0.35 aces per 
game. Sophomore Jessie Boulavsky is also 
no s t ranger to the s tar t ing lineup — she 
made 14 s tar ts in 28 ma tches played last 
season, contr ibuting 173 kills for a solid 1.57 
per-game average. 

Yet another option, junior Jessica Holderness 
is in line for some possible starts. Last season, 
she demonstrated excellent potential on the 
outside before succumbing to preseason inju-
ries, returning only for the last three matches 
of the season. However, her 3.00 kills-per-game 
and 4.62 digs-per-game numbers in those three 
contests leave Volpe with plenty to consider 
when deciding her playing time. Wrapping up 
the outside hitters is newcomer Justyna Brew-
czyk, a native of Poland. The only left-handed 
hitter on the team, she could provide the offense 
with a valuable change of pace. 

The team also has plenty of depth at middle 
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MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Senior setter/outside hitter Rachei Lopez serves during last season's Oct. 16 contest against the 
University of Texas-El Paso. Lopez is one of three seniors leading this year's squad. 

DERRICK HI ONG/THRESHER 

Senior defensive specialist Yvette Kirk readies for a dig against Marshall Oct. 26, 2006. Kirk 
enters the season with 1,309 — just 85 short of Rice's career mark of 1,394, set by Leigh Leman 
(Lovett '03). She has also started 345 consecutive games for the Owls. 

blocker, where for four years Kuykendall 
anchored a stingy Rice defense. Sophomore 
Natalie Bogan made an immediate impact last 
year, starting 28 matches and contributing 
116 blocks, second on the team. She looks to 
continue that trend this season. However, also 
in close contention are redshir t sophomore 
Ekaette Shammah, who made 29 appearances 
last season, and freshman Caroline Gill, a high 
school all-American with the skills to contrib-
ute immediately at the collegiate level. 

At the setter position. Rice has two possible 
options behind Lopez. The first is sophomore 
Channing Grigsby, who made nine effective 
starts last season, finishing with 111 assists. 
The second is newcomer Meredith Schamun, 
an athletic California native with plenty 
of club experience. 

At libero, the Owls have little reason not 
to assume that Kirk will start and finish every 
game, but if needed, Volpe can ask for a contri-
bution from Tracey Lam, a freshman walk-on 
with excellent ball skills and passing smarts. 

Obviously, this year 's ros ter is full of 
talent, but even with competition at every 
position, Volpe said team cohes iveness will 
not be a problem. 

"There's a really good team dynamic," she 
said. "They work really well together. I think 
the practices have been very intense, and at 
this point they're just ready to play, to see how 
all this hard work is going to pay off." 

When Rice does takes Iloor tonight against 
Louisiana Tech University, technically it will be 
a home match, though fans might consider it an 
unfamiliar court. Fox Gym, located next to the 
Jake Hess Tennis Stadium and formerly just a 
practice location, has become the Owls' tempo-
rary home while Autry undergoes renovations. 
However, despite its lack of the usual locker-

room and athlete-support accoutrements, the 
team is accepting the change well. 

"I really think that this is going to be a 
positive for the team," Volpe said. "Fox Gym 
can potentially be the toughest place to play in 
C-USA. If the fans embrace it, if they come and 
support us, they'll find out that 100 people in the 
stands will sound like 1,000. The proximity of 
fans to players is really tight in Fox, and we're 
going to use that to our advantage." 

Rice will need that energy as they open up 
the season, especially since they have t h r e e 
NCAA-caliber opponents scheduled in the 
first two weekends of play. This weekend, 
af ter facing Louisiana Tech, the squad will 
take on Oral Roberts , which took last year ' s 
Mid-Continent Confe rence crown for an 
automatic bid to the postseason. They fell 
to the University of Oklahoma in the first 
round. Next weekend the Owls take on both 
Louisiana State University and the University 
of Illinois in the second Mizuno Invitational 
of the year, also scheduled to be held in Fox 
Gym. LSU is ranked 23rd by the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association poll, and 
last year the T igers recorded their second 
consecutive Southeas te rn Conference West 
crown by vi r tue of a 26-6 overall record . 
They fell to California in the NCAA first 
round. Illinois, a perennial Big lOConference 
contender , fell to Ohio State in last season ' s 
Big 10 tou rnamen t , but with a number of 
re tu rn ing le t te rmen and the nation's sixth-
ranked recru i t ing class, the Fighting Illini 
should be a formidable foe. 

Other opponents of note this season are 
Wake Forest University, contenders in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference, and Stephen. F. 
Austin, defending champions of the Southland 
Conference. The Owls play those team s at the 
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juniors, several of the players were 
forced to choose between turning pro 
and returning to Rice for their senior 
seasons, including Savery, who was 
selected 19th overallby the Fhilidelphia 
Phillies. Joining Savery in the profes-
sional ranks are a number of pitchers 
and position players, including three 
junior starters — shortstop Brian 
Friday, catcher Danny Lehmann and 
centerfielder Tyler Henley. 

"It's part of the business," assistant 
coach Mike Taylor said. "If you're not 
losingguys every year you're probably 
not winning a lot of games at this level 
because of the experience they bring 
and the quality of play. If you don't 
bring those guys in, you're probably 
not making runs at Omaha. 

Despite the amount of talent leaving 
campusfor the professional ranks, plen-
ty of experience and a highly-touted 
recruiting class will be on display at 

* j Reckling Park next season. 
Perhaps the biggest name re-

turning for his senior season is St. 
Clair. After a sophomore season 
in which he posted a 1.82 ERA, 11 
saves and 100 strikeouts in 74.3 
IP and was named a first team All-
American by Baseball America, the 
lefthander battled back from an 
off-season shoulder injury to throw 
only 28.3 innings during the 2007 
season. Injury concerns dropped a 
possible first-round talent into the 
seventh round, where the Cleveland 
Indians took a chance and drafted 
him. Ultimately, the August 15th 
signing deadline arrived, and St. 
Clair announced his intention to 
return for the 2007 season. 

Fellow juniors Chris Kelley and 
Jonathan Runnels will rejoin St. Clair 
on the Owls staff. Along with starters 
Berry and Matt Langwell, Bryan Price, 
Mike Ojala, and four new recruits fig-
ure to receive plenty of opportunities. 

The Owls are also expecting Bobby 
Bell to return from arm surgery and 
rejoin a staff the again figures to rank 
among the nation's best 

In the field, catcher Adam Zornes 
turned down the opportunity to play 
pro ball in favor of rejoining Seastr unk, 
Aaron Luna, Jess Buenger, and Jared 
Gayhart as regulars from the 2007 
lineup. J.P Padron and Jimmy Com-
merota will have opportunities to earn 
an increased role for 2008, but they 
might have to compete with highly 
touted freshman recruits, including 
Spring, TX natives Chad Mozingo and 
Rick Hague, speedster Joseph Paylor, 
and Nick Natale, whose Seton Hall Prep 
team was one of the best high school 
teams in the country last season. 

Reckling Park is undergoing major 
changes this summer, as the entire 
playing surface has been dug up to 
install a state-of-the-art underground 
drainage system. The construction is 
expected to be completed soon, and 
the resulting surface should be able 
withstand much more water before 
becoming unplayable. 

Reckling is not the only prominent 
figure in Rice baseball that is under-
going off-season renovations. Head 
coach Wayne Graham underwent knee 
surgery and has been home-bound 
recently, but is expected to be back at 
Reckling in the near future. 

Heading into fall practice, much 
is still up in the air. But the Owls 
are quick to warn that this North 
Carolinaertainty should not be 
mistaken for a lack of talent or a 
drop-off from two consecutive Col-
lege World Series appearances. 

"These guys have won a lot of 
games," Taylor said. "Most of them 
have played in the super regionals 
and had a couple of trips to Omaha. 
We can't wait, and we feel there's no 
reason we should miss a beat." 

> 
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Sophomore second baseman Aaron Luna tosses the ball to first in a 6-1 loss to North Carolina June 20. Luna is one of 
four regulars from last year's lineup looking to continue Rice's postseason appearance streak. 

RICE PLAYERS IN THE 2007 MLB DRAFT 
Draft Position Name Team Status 

#19 (1st round) Joe Savery Philadelphia Signed 

#98 (3rd round) Brian Friday Pittsburgh Signed 

#227 (7th round) Cole St. Clair Cleveland Returning 

#262 (8th round) Tyler Henley St. Louis Signed 

#272 (8th round) Danny Lehmann Minnesota Signed 

#551 (17th round) Bobby Bramhall Milwaukee Signed 

#737 (24th round) Adam Zornes Cleveland Returning 

#1030 (34th round) Chris Kelley Arizona Returning 

#1046 (34th round) Ryne Tacker Oakland Unsigned 

#1127 (37th round) Scott Lonergan Boston Signed 

#1303 (44th round) Chad Lembeck Colorado Signed 

#1327 (45th round) Travis Reagan Washington Signed 

#1396 (48th round) Kyle Gunderson Washington Signed 

Leading is difficult. 
Just ask the O-Week Student Director... 

If there's one thing I've learned as the Student Director of Orientation, 

it's that leadership isn't easy. If takes poise, confidence, diplomacy, 

and lots of hard work. If you want to lead, you have to be able to 

motivate others and you always have to stay a step ahead of everyone 

else. Leadership Rice equipped me with the knowledge and skills I need 

to lead effectively, and I recommend the program to all aspiring leaders. 

You'll be challenged for sure, but the reward is definrfejy worth the effort. 

Jessica Faith Carter 
Student Director of Orientation 2007 
Psychology 
Baker '08 
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ICE 
We're looking for the best, brightest, most ambitious Rice undergraduates. 
If you think you have what it takes to become a great leader, let Leadership Rice help you realize your potential. 

• Take LEAD classes on the theory a n d pract ice of leadership. 
• Apply for the pa id Summer Mentorship Experience. 
• Bring your ideas to life with an Envision Grant. 
• Practice public speaking with Toastmasters International. 
• Build your professional network a n d connec t with leaders in your field. 

Come visit our new office space in the Center for Civic Engagement 
(RMC 2 ' floor) and welcome our new director, Brad Smith. www.rice.edu/leadership 

http://www.rice.edu/leadership
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
may 29-june 22 

Flack 3b 5 2 1 0 Seastrunk 3b 4 0 0 0 
Ackley l b 5 2 2 3 Buenger dh 4 0 0 0 
Williams cf 3 0 0 0 Dodson If 2 0 0 0 
Glre 2b 3 0 1 0 Berry p 
Woodard p Kelley p 
Carnigan p Lonergan p 

Totals 3 4 6 8 6 Totals 31 1 7 1 

Score by Inning R H E 
NC 120 000 300 — 6 8 0 
Rice 000 000 100 — 1 7 2 

E — Friday (18); Luna (4). DP — NC 2; Rice 1. 
LOB — NC 10; Rice 7. 2B —Lehmann (16). 
HR — Ackley (8). HBP — Fronk; Fedroff; 
Horton 2; Gayhart. SH — Gore (5). SF — Fedroff (7). 
CS — Friday (7). 

Federowicz 1.0 1 2 2 0 3 5 

LOUISVILLE 10 RICE 18 _ 
June 15, 2007 — Rosenblatt Stadium 
Omaha, Neb., 2007 College World Series 

(9); Cates (14); Friday (28); Lehmann (14); Dodson 2 
(13). HR — Johnson 2 (15); Dominguez (13); Savery 
(6); Luna (12). HBP — Whiting; Burton; Dominguez; 
Lehmann. SH — Alfonso (9). SF — Buenger 2 (2). 
CS — Whiting (14); Dominguez (3); Luna (2). 

Louisville (46-23) Rlce(55-12) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) 

BASEBALL 

RICE 4 WORTH CAROLINA 7 
June 21, 2007 — Rosenblatt Stadium 
Omah, Neb., 2007 College World Series 

Rice (56-14) 
Name (pos) ABR 
Friday ss 5 0 
Seastrunk 3b 5 0 
Henley cf 
Savery l b 
Luna dh 
Lehmann c 
Gayheart rf 
Buenger 2b 
Dodson If 
Langwell p 

Bramhall p 
St. Clair p 

Totals 

North Carolina (57-14) 
H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
0 0 Fronk If 4 1 1 0 
1 2 Fedroff rf 5 1 1 2 

3 0 1 1 Horton ss 4 1 1 1 
4 0 0 0 Federowicz c 3 1 0 0 
3 0 1 0 Ackley l b 3 2 2 1 
4 0 0 0 Flack 3b 3 0 0 0 
3 2 1 0 Seager dh 3 0 1 2 
3 2 1 0 Williams cf 4 1 1 1 
3 0 1 1 Gore 2b 4 0 1 0 

Warren p 
Wooten p 
Carnigan p 

33 4 6 4 Totals 33 7 8 7 

North Carolina 
Woodard W (11-2) 
Carnigan 
Rice 
Berry L (11-3) 
Kelley 
Lonergan 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
7.1 6 
1.2 1 

4.2 5 
0.2 0 

1 1 2 4 28 
0 0 1 0 7 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
3.2 3 3 1 2 3 21 

3 3 1 2 2 
0 0 0 0 2 

Whiting cf 3 
Johnson 2b 6 
Burton l b 4 
Howes If 5 
Castillo dh 4 
Dominguez 3b3 
Rodriguez rf 5 
Alfonso c 4 
Cates ss 5 
Pitts p 
Logsdon p 
Hollander p 
Magnuson p 

2 2 Friday ss 
2 3 Gayheart rf 
1 0 Lmbck ph/rf 
2 0 Henley cf 
3 1 Savery l b 
1 3 Lehmann c 

AB R H Bl 
6 0 2 0 

1 0 Seastrunk 3b 5 

RICE 14 NORTH CAROLINA 4 
June 17 2007 — Rosenblatt Stadium 
Omaha, Neb., 2007 College World Series 

Rice (56-12) North Carolina (5444) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) AB R HBI 

2 0 Luna 2b 4 
1 1 Buenger dh 3 

Dodson If 5 
Berry p 
Langwell p 
Lonergan p 
Bramhall p 

Totals 39101510 Totals 43151914 
Score by Inning R H E 
Louisville 113 140 000 — 10 15 4 
Rice 004 031 16X — 15 19 0 

E — Dominguez 2(17); Cates 2 (14). LOB — Louisville 
11; Rice 8. 2B — Whiting (9); Castillo (15); Alfonso 

Louisville 
Pitts 
Logsdon 
Hollander 
Magnuson L (33) 
Rice 
Berry 
Langwell 
Lonergan 
Bramhall (7-2) 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
4.212 7 5 0 3 27 

2 0 1 7 
0 0 1 3 
5 1 0 10 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
2.2 7 5 5 0 3 17 

0 3 2 10 
1 0 3 10 

Buenger dh 2 
Myers pr 0 

Seastrunk 3b 3 
Dodson If 3 
Lehmann c 2 
Langwell p 
St. Clair p 

1.2 2 2 
0.2 0 0 
1.0 5 6 

1.2 1 0 
2.2 2 1 

Totals 32 
Score by inning 
Rice 
Texas A&M 

0 0 0 Stinson c 3 1 1 0 
1 0 0 Brown l b 3 0 1 1 
0 1 0 Feltner ph 1 0 0 0 
0 1 0 Carter 3b 2 0 0 0 
1 2 1 Ruggno ph/ 3b2 0 0 0 

Dalton 2b 3 0 0 0 
Thebeau p 
Rivers p 
Campfield p 
Starling p 

5 11 4 Totals 32 2 6 2 

R H E 
101 100 110 — 5 11 0 
000 100 010 — 2 6 1 

2.0 1 0 0 3 2 10 

RICE 5 TEXAS A&M 2 
June 9, 2007 — Reckling Park 
Houston Super-Regional 

E — Hicks (20). DP — Rice 1; Texas A&M 3. LOB — 
Rice 9; Texas A&M 7. 2B — Friday (27); J.Stinson (6); 
Brown(4). 3B — Henley (4). HR — Savery (5); Stouffer 
(12). HBP — Buenger 2; Lehmann. SH — Seastrunk 
(5); Lehmann (8). SB — Lehmann (2). 

Rice (54-12) Rice (48-19) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) 
Friday ss 4 1 2 0 Colligan cf 
Gayheart rf 2 0 1 0 Hicks ss 
Lmbck ph/rf 2 0 0 0 Stouffer rf 

Henley cf 4 1 1 0 Stinson dh 
Savery l b 5 1 3 3 Anders If 
Luna 2b 

AB R H Bl 
3 0 1 0 
4 0 1 0 
3 1 1 1 
4 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 

5 0 0 0 Greene If/ph 1 0 1 0 

Rice 
Langwell (8-1) 
St. Clair S (8) 
Texas A&M 
Thebeau L (3-6) 
Rivers 
Campfield 
Starling 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
6 . 1 4 1 1 3 7 25 
2.2 2 1 1 1 1 11 
IP H R ER BB SO BF 

3.0 7 3 3 2 6 20 
1 0 1 14 
0 2 0 3 
0 0 1 4 

4.1 4 
0.1 0 
1.10 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 002 000 200 — 4 6 2 
NC 012 130 00X — 7 8 1 

E — Friday 2 (20); Gore (6). LOB — Rice 7; 
NC 7. 2B — Henley (12); Fronk (19); Ackley (20). 
HR — Fedroff (5); Horton (9); Ackley (9); Williams (9). 
HBP — Luna; Seager. SH — Dodson (5); Flack (3). 
SB — Luna (7); Gore (2). 

Friday ss 
Gayheart rf 
Lmbck ph/rf 

Henley cf 
Luna If 4 
Lehmann c 6 
Savery p/dh 4 
Seastrunk 3b 5 
Buenger 2b 4 
Padron l b 3 
St. Clair 

4 0 2 0 Fronk If 
2 1 1 2 Steed ph 
2 0 0 0 Williams cf 
3 3 2 1 Ackley l b 

Federwicz c /p 5 
Horton ss 4 
Flack 3b 4 
Fedroff rf 4 

0 2 0 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
4 0 1 
2 2 1 
O i l 
1 1 0 

Johnson dh/c 3 0 0 0 
0 0 0 
O i l 
0 1 0 

Rice IP H R ER BB SO BF 
Langwell L (8-2) 3.1 2 3 3 1 0 16 
Bramhall 1.0 3 4 4 2 2 8 
St. Clair 3.2 3 0 0 0 2 14 
North Carolina IP H R ER BB SO BF 
Warren W (12-0) 6.0 3 3 3 3 2 25 
Wooten 0.2 3 1 1 0 0 5 
Carnigan S (18) 2.1 0 0 0 0 2 8 

Attendance — 22,344 

NORTH CAROLINA 6 RICE 1 

Shelton ph 1 
Gore 2b 3 
Seager 1 

White p 
Danford p 
Trice p 
Wooten p 
Cox p 
Facchinei p 
Catapano p 

Totals 38141413Totals 36 4 103 
Score by inning R H E 
Rice 061 220 102 — 14 14 0 
NC O i l 020 000 — 4 10 1 

E — Horton (18). DP — Rice 1; NC 1. LOB — Rice 9; 
NC 9. 2B — Friday (29); Gayhart (9); Lehmann (15); 
Savery (19); Seastrunk (11); Fronk (18); Gore (7). 
3B — Horton (6). HR — Luna (13). HBP — Henley 
2; Buenger; Padron. SH — Friday (14); Luna (5). 
SF — Gayhart (7). SB — Henley (8). 

June 20, 2007 — Rosenblatt Stadium Rice IP H R ER BB SO BF 
Omaha, Neb.. 2007 College World Series Savery W (11-1) 1.1 5 6 6 1 1 10 

St. Clair 3.0 3 0 0 1 2 12 
North Carolina (56-14) Rice (57-13) North Carolina IP H R ER BB SO BF 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) AB R HBI White L (6-6) 1.1 5 6 6 1 1 10 
Fronk If 3 1 0 1 Friday ss 4 0 2 0 Danford 2.1 3 3 2 3 0 15 
Fedroff rf 3 0 2 1 Gayheart rf 3 1 1 0 Trice 0.2 2 2 2 0 1 5 
Horton ss 3 0 1 1 Henley cf 4 0 1 0 Wooten 1.2 2 0 0 0 2 6 
Federowicz c 5 0 0 0 Savery l b 4 0 100 Co* 0.2 0 1 1 0 1 3 
Seager dh 4 1 1 0 Luna 2b 2 0 0 0 Facchinei 0.0 1 0 0 1 0 2 
Cavasinni pr 0 0 0 0 Lehmann c 4 0 2 1 Catapano 1 .10 0 0 0 1 4 

MATT CRNKO'.'ICH THRESHER 

One of many works in progress 
The renevations on Autry Court commenced this summer, one of several construction projects taking place on 
Rice campus. The $23 million project is scheduled to be completed by October 2008. 

The 1 1 i I l i o n it i r e ' s TJ on r u e if 

W W W . T H E M I L L I O N A I R E S J O U R N E Y . C O M 

R D 1 0 

Media Partner BIZ Radio Houston 1520AM 

PRESENTS 
Dr. Jack Canfield 

WWW.JACKCANFIELD.COM 
"America s Success Coach" 

Arid author of "Chicken Soup For The Soul" 
Also featured on "The Secret" DVD 

"NOW THAT YOU KNOW THE SECRET 
PREPARE YOUR MIND FOR THE JOURNEY" 

Dr. Canfield's speech will feature his 
"Success Principles" 

With Special Guests 
Mr. Johnny Wimbrey 

Motivational Specialist 
"Think Big Win Big" 
Mr. Juan Williams 

"Tax Strategies For Wealth Creation" 
Mr. Stephen Pierce 

"Internet Marketing Specialist" 

This AMAZING Seminar will be held on Saturday January 19th 2008 at The Cullen 
Performance Hall On the University of Houston's main campus. 

Doors open at 9AM- Event starts at 9:45AM until 4pm 
Tickets available online at www.millionairesjourney.com or call 1-877-441-8714 

VIP-$197-Orchestra-$147-Balcony- $97 
"YOURJOURNEY TO WEALTH STARTS TODAY" 

http://WWW.THEMILLIONAIRESJOURNEY.COM
http://WWW.JACKCANFIELD.COM
http://www.millionairesjourney.com
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Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who 
believes in me will live even if he dies." John 11:25 

Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father but through me." John 14:6 

And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has been given among 

men by which we must be saved. Acts 4:12 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. 1 John 4:15 

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name. John 20:31 

fj 

Jesus said, "Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls." Matthew 11: 28, 

29 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. John 3:16 

www.jmtour.com 

http://www.jmtour.com
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COMMUNICATE. CELEBRATE. 
0 Revoir 0-Week 

No matter how tired you 
may be from 0-Week, you 
don't want to sleep in today 
Course registration for new 
students begins at 8 a.m. 
online via ESTHER. Changes 
to schedules can be made 
without a fee until 
Sep. 7 for all undergradu-
ates. But cheer up, take a 
nap, and soon enough you'll 
be hitting the town for Hous-
ton Night Out. 

SATURDAY 
mm m 

Reaching Out 
From using hammers to 
dipping ladles, distributing 
goodies from meal boxes to 
condom bags, if you want to 
get to know a different side 
of Houston, helping out the 
community may be the thing 
for you. Signup for Outreach 
Day is available with each 
college's Outreach Day 
Liaison and online at www. ruf. 
rice, edu/-service'/programs/ 
o week/o week_s ign up07. h tm 

Campus party 
The Marching Owl Band 
hosts a reception at Sammy's 
at 5 p.m. for anyone inter-
ested learning more about 
this unique group. Then you 
can head over to the Big Owl 
Bash in the KMC anytime 
between 5:30 and 9 p.m. 

Wet again? 
O-week officially e n d s 
today at noon and all up-
p e r c l a s s m e n a re al lowed 
to move back on c a m p u s 
a f te r 10 a .m. W e l c o m e 
back! Ce l eb ra t e in what-
ever m a n n e r that su i t s 
you, but b e safe, and don' t 
let t he construction disori-
ent you during move-in. 

SUNDAY 

So you think you can dance? 

Auditions for the Rice Dance 
Team start today and run 
through Aug. 29. E-mail 
tan ^tony/Price. cdu for 
^additional details. 

Set your alarms. 
Classes start tomorrow, so 
set your alarm and hit the 
sack early. 

Back to school 

Classes begin for all under-
graduates today. 

THURSDAY 30 
Picnic in the Marshes 

Want a break from servery 
food? The serveries will be 
closed tonight so head over to 
Founder's Court for Sammy's 
Picnic from 6 - 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY 

Activities Fair 
If you have a bit too much 
free time and want to find 
something to focus your ef-
forts on, stop by the Activi-
ties Fair today in the Grand 
Hall of the RMC today from 
12:30-4 p.m. While 
you're there, why not join 
the Thresher. We pay in 
soda, pizza, prestige, 
bylines — and cash. 

Beginner's Trip 
'Hie Rice Outdoors Club is 
sponsoring an overnight 
trip to Huntsville State Park 
for a day of camping, hiking, 
canoeing and all things 
outdoorsy. Competitions and 
clinics will also be hosted on 
first aid, orienteering and 
building a fire. For 
more information, e-mail 
rocMrice.cdu. 

Volleyball Invitational 
If you want to show 
support for the Owls, come 
out to Fox Gym for the first 
g a m e s of the season. T h e 
women ' s volleyball team 
will be compet ing in the 
Mizuno Invitational today 
and tomorrow. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

Campus Media Barbeque 
IS®T@rice.eciu Aug. 31,5-7 p.m. 

Lovett College Courtyard 
Meet members of RTV5, the Thresher and | I R U . Ask questions. 

Eat [veggie or beef] burgers. Play Frisbee. Get a job. 

Love Rice? 
Want to represent Rice to prospective students and their families? 

Join the Student Admission Council! 
Wc are looking for enthusiastic freshmen through seniors who represent diverse 
hometowns, colleges, majors, interests, ethnicities, religions, and life experiences. 
You may apply for more than one position. For information about the volunteer 
positions and to download an application, go to: http://www.ruf.rice.edti/~ricesac. 

Volunteer Positions Available 

3 Campus Tour Guides (Over 50 volunteers needed!) 
4 Greeters/Lunch Hosts (New position! Over 25 volunteers needed!) 
i Online Ambassadors (New position! Over 15 volunteers needed!) 
s Overnight Hosts (Newly restructured committee! Over 50 volunteers 

needed!) 
a Program Crew (New position! Over 10 volunteers needed!) 

For details about the volunteer positions and to download an application, go to: 
h t tp : / /wn w. iuf . r ice.edu/~ricesac 

Applications are due prior to or at the time of your interview. Interviews will take place 
Monday, August 27 through Friday, September 7 Please come to the Admission Office 
(Lovett Hall, Entrance C) to sign up for an interview time. 

Tour Guide candidates must interview and submit their applications by 5 p.m. on Friday, 
August 31. Ail other interviews and applications must be completed by 5 p.m. on Friday, 
September 7. 

RICE 
S T U D E N T 
A D M I S S I O N 
C O U N C I L 

The Student Admission Council (SAC) cuds the Rice Undergraduate Admission Office in 
recruitment and yield activities. The organization strives to ensure that each incoming 
freshman class is made up of students with diverse academic, cultural, and extracurricular 
interests. 

I r t f 

Ailie was a model student in high school, 
but found herself in the wrong crowd in college, 
amongst friends who abused Computer-Science. 

Soon Computer-Science was leading Allie down 
the'w(ong path, and her world was becoming 
two-dimensional. All computery and sciencey. 

Today Allie is in prison, cut off from Computer-Science, 
where she has been turned into the entertainer for 
the other inmates. 

_T 

LEARN PROM ALLIE, 
Just because half.com is cheaper doesn't mean 
you need to buy twice as much Computer-Science. 
Use your savings for good on half .com and 
try a DVD instead. 

Then she found out about half.com, where she was 
able to get Computer-Science for half the price. 
This would prove to be her demise. \ / , 

A A - A A, A 

SAVE $ 5 
K» EVtffl158 Wi JPtiD Oil HA1£C3M~ 

Type in "overstudy" on half.com and get started 
on your subject of choice today* 

• We i*) nrt ooxtaw It® wenisc (it Computet- Swnc* or anv tut-starv-n. 
Please usn responsibly and In mottersiion 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

— # 

**$0 off promotion open to legal U.S. residents 18 years of age or older who are first time buyers on half.com. $5 off promotion good for tirsi feme purchase of $50 or more, excluding shipping and handling, on twit com only, t.imtt one offer per user ID. and 

offer may not Da combined with any other offer, coupon ot promotion. Void where prohibited, taxed or restneted. 0ft« expires September 30,2007 at 11 59 59pm PT. 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.ruf.rice.edti/~ricesac
http://wn


32 THE RICE THRESHER BACKPAGE FRIDAY, AUGUST 24,2007 

RMC claimed as Russian territory 
The Russian government 
that a continental bridge 
runs from the Russian 
continental shelf through 
the North Pole and 
directly to the RMC. 

claims 
In a surprise 

move, the Russian 
government h a s 
claimed owner-
ship of the Rice 
Memorial Center, 

declaring that the 
RMC is located 
on a continental 
bridge extending 
from Russia. 

To e n s u r e 
ownership, Rus-
sia has built a 
giant wall sepa-
rating the RMC 
from the South 
Colleges. 

In addition to 
basically trapping 
members of clubs based out of the RMC, this politi-
cal imbroglio has left economic analysts fearful of 
a complete collapse of the Tetras—Rice's mode of 
currency—due to the shutoff of the RMC, which 
is the campus' main economic center. 

"When I first saw the fence, combined with 

the mud pits filled with leaking sewage, I knew it 
was the Soviets," Brown freshman James Brantley 
said. "Who else would be so cruel and heartless? 
Before you know it, they're going to demand that 
everyone hang up a propaganda poster listing the 
points of their vision of the future." 

t h e AMERICAN S t c t t * 

JUftMCKOTO CEXWA 

„ s t em* 
<st KkMStl HI MW-- ̂  ,-1 

In the Summer of 2007, Rice 
was cut in two by a chain link wall. 
The purpose of the wall: to hinder 
the people of the RMC from fleeing 
into the normal world. The wall was 
constantly perfected and strength-
ened, transformed from a normal 
wall into a system of impassable 
technical hindrances of traps, truck 
crossings, mud pits, moats and leaky 
porta-potties, which prevents the 
RMCers from joining their college 
without even the intervention of 
obligations to their time-consuming 
clubs or the exclusionary and cliquey 
nature of their own colleges. 

But the more work, ingenuity, 
money and steel allocated to the 
further development of the wall, 
the clearer it became: Human 
beings can be contained in 
the RMC only by impenetrable 
obstructions, barbed wire, mud 
and poop. 

BACKPAGE NEW SEMESTER RESOLUTIONS: 
1. Last year the Backpage was accused of being racist 

against blacks, Asians, the gays, women, Chrfstians 
and Jews. This year, only the Irish. 

2. Last year the Thresher was threatened to be sued by 
pro-life and pro-choice organizations. This year, only one. 

3. Last year the Backpage was accused of having a 

___ 

liberal bias. This year, we'll disprove that by refer-
ring to stem cell researchers as "Hitler-loving, baby 
murderers." Also by calling Professor Makdisi an 
Islamofascist and then liberating his office. Freedom 
is on the march! 
Last year the Backpage was accused of having a 
conservative bias. This year, we'll disprove that by 

iffi unionizing the Coffeehouse workers and dedicating 
a month of Backpages to womyn's herstory. 

5. Last year the Backpage was accused of having a 
Libertarian bias. This year we'll disprove that by 
ensuring that ali Backpages conform with federal 
humor regulation 80.23C. 

' Mi "i 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

NANNY/HOUSEKEEPERNEEDED. 
This position will care for 2 young 
teenagers, ages 13 & 14. Primary 
focus will be to assist with car pool, 
running errands, transportation will 
be provided. Some housework will 
be required; live in a must, room and 
board provided; willing to work with 
student schedule flexible hours. Will 
require sitter to have a wonderful 
disposition for children. Must have 
good attendance and willing to work 
with family. Must have at least 2 
references with previous childcare 
experience. Will not accept applicants 
that are not serious about the position 
and their responsibilities. Must start 
between now and August 31. Contact 
(713) 523-0110 or (713) 791-1932. 

NEW RICE PROF seeks sitters for 2 
cheerful children, ages 4 (girl) and 
1.5 (boy); flexible day and evening 
hours. Prior experience with children 
a must. $12/hr to start. Meyerland 
(10-15 minutes from Rice). Reply to 
kimbro@rice.edu. 

FAMILY SEEKING A responsible 
person to help with the care of our 
7 month old triplet girls. Primary 
responsibilities include helping with 
feedings, safely transporting them 
and accompanying them on outings 
to the zoo, park, library, children's 
museum. You would not be alone 
with all 3; our current nanny would 
always be present, and you would 
act as a "second pair of hands." Not 
too far from Rice. Hiring someone 
ASAP; hourly wage to be negotiated. 
Deanna at (713) 825-1895. 

INSIDE THE LOOP. Par t - t ime 
nanny needed for br ight happy 
second-grader. Starting first week of 
September, Approx. 15 hours/week. 
Pick up child from school, help with 
homework and school projects, oc-
casional meal preparation. Must have 
sterling driving record, and own ve-
hicle in good repair. Gas reimbursed, 
plus $ l l / h o u r pay. Need great 
references. Graduate students pre-
ferred. Email letter of interest, avail-
ability, resume, and 2 references to 
Swackhamer@aol.com. 

WILLYS PUB 

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGISTS WHO 
are part of a multi-disciplinary group 
private practice in the Bellaire-West 
U area are looking for a responsible, 
motivated upper division undergrad 
or graduate student in Psychology 
or Cognitive Science to assist us with 
our Neurofeedback training services. 
Excellent part-time opportunity in 
a dynamic and progressive environ-
ment. Contact Dr. Costin or Dr. 
Osborne at (713) 664-1300 or email 
drsusan@capshouston.com. 

ARE YOU GOOD with computers? 
Want to get paid for it? Montessori 
school office seeking a part-time IT 
per on websites, basic computer main-
tenance, and office administration help. 
Call Tara at (713) 520-0738. 

MINT CAFE "NEAR the Galleria" is 
looking for Servers PM hours Monday 
through Saturday. Please contact us @ 
(713) 622-3434. 

WORK FLEXIBLE HOURS at a fun, 
rewarding job! Private Montes-
sori school in the museum district 
seeks part-time and full-time help. 
Children range in age from infant to 
upper elementary. Contact Tara at 
(713) 520-0738. 

PART-TIME NANNY WANTED to 
care for school age daughter and infant 
son from 2:15 pm-6:45 pm M-F. West 
University home and Ricealumn. Must 
have driver's license. $10/hr. Call 
(713) 429-1215. 

FRIENDLY FAMILY SEEKS part 
time child care for three adorable 
young children! Need 2-6 pm M / W 
and occ Friday and/or Tuesday and 
Thursday all day. Energy and enthu-
siasm a must!! Must have references 
and be able to drive. Competitive 
pay and bundles of fun! Please call 
Nicci at (713) 961-9095 or e-mail 
nicci_md@hotmail.com. 

WANTFD: RICE STUDENT to carpool 
toddler from Montessori school near 
Rice Village to home in West II at noon 
Monday through Friday. Will pay $10 
per trip. Commute is less than seven 
minutes. (713) 859-9837. 

PART-TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT 
needed. Flexible hours available with 
good hourly pay ($10/hr). Nicework 
environment and training provided. 
We are located in the Rice Village 
within walking distance of campus. 
Please send your resume and a list 
of the hours you are able to work to: 
I.VS@chartcritotes.com. 

FINE Al JTOS FOR sale, Volvos, Fords, 
Toyotas, PT Cruiser. Must see my in-
ventory at 2701 Bagby St. in Midtown 
Houston 77006.1 can also get you any 
car you want with a deposit. Ron's 
Downtown Auto Service. Member BBB 
and 1 will provide discounts for Rice 
students on an individual basis on car 
sales depending on the spread that I 
can work with on a used auto, bring ad 
in for discount, and 10% discount on all 
repairs made to any car in my service 
dept. Thanks for looking from Ron. 

EASYJOB, EASY money. Transportation 
needed for child 3 days a week MWF. 
Location - Meyerland area. Pick up at 
4:15 pm and drop off at tennis courts. 
Will pay $100 per month. Call Dale at 
(713) 865-2155 for more details. 

ENGINEERING FIRM NEAR Rice 
seeking part-time office assistant to work 
a few days a week. Flexible hours and 
3 minutes from campus. Please send 
resume to eanderson@groundsanderson. 
com or fax it to (832) 613-9799. 

BABYSITTER/NAN NY. PERFECTjob 
for student. Part-time hours 2:30-6:00 
PM M-F. Pick up children from school, 
help with homework, snack, and take 
to after school activities. Must be ener-
getic, happy, and can multi task. 

SPANISH SPF.AKFR NEEDED to 
practice conversational Spanish. Meet 
in Uptown Park Starbucks for one hour, 
two-three evenings weekly. Excellent 
compensation, gavande@aya.yale.edu 
or (203) 982-1115. 

SITTER NEEDED: T/TH 7:30-9:30 
am (1 child); Tues 4:30-7:30 pm for 8 
weeks (3 kids); Other evenings also. 
Must have car. Start 9/6/07. Call Alyson 
(713) 446-2739. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING2, a 
private tutorial service, needs part-time 
tutors in Mathematics, Biology, Chem-
istry, Physics, French, Spanish, English, 
Economics, and Finance. Flexible hours. 
Excellent pay. No house calls. Office lo-
cated close to campus. (713) 528-7085. 

MANDARIN CHINESE TUTOR 
wanted. My vocabulary is getting 
good, but my accent needs your help. 
(Woasiangyaoshoorjoongvenherng 
how.) I am flexible with my schedule. 
Please call me at (832) 282-3888. 

THE WEEKLEY FAMILY YMCA is 
looking for CERTIFIED lifeguards 
to work mornings, evenings and/or 
weekends. Candidates must have CUR-
RENT certification in: Lifeguarding 
(YMCA or Red Cross), CPR for the 
Professional Rescuer, and First Aid. 
Certification in AED and Oxygen Ad-
ministration is highly recommended, 
but not required. Please contact Holly 
Jenkins at hollyj@ymcahouston.org or 
(713) 664-9622. 

THE CITY OF West University Place 
Parks and Recreation Department is 
seeking a part-time Front Desk At-
tendant for the Community Building 
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 
3:30 to 8:00 p.m. $9.(X) per hour. Ad-
ditional hours may be available. Re-
sponsibilities include assisting callers 
and walk-up patrons with program 
registration and facility rentals. Logon to 
www.westu.orgJob Board for an applica-
tion and fax to (713) 662-5357 or call 
(713) 662-5892 for further information. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Have a great school year! Recycle the 
Thresher when you are done with it! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36 -70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 

Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 
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