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Rescheduled race becomes Beer-Run 
by Beko Binder 

IHKFSHER EDIIORIAI STAFF 

F o r t h e s e c o n d t ime in i ts 
history, Beer-Bike became Beer-
Run w h e n a l a r g e p u d d l e on 
the south end of the bike track 
forced c a m p u s - w i d e Beer -Bike 
coordinators and m e m b e r s of the 
administration to keep bicycles off 
(he track. 

Campus-wide Beer-Bike co-coor-
dinator Teddy Bucher said he and 
the o ther coordinator, Brown Col-
lege junior Sanya Desai, waited 

as late as possible to make the 
Beer-Run decision. 

"We wanted to have the bike 
race so bad, and we know that so 
many of the teams had put in so 
much t ime practicing on bikes that 
it would be a shame to do Beer-Run 
unnecessarily," Bucher said. 

For complete coverage of the race 
and results, see story, Page 15. 

Bucher, a Jones College junior, 
said he and Desai arrived at the 

bike track at 7 a.m. race day to 
find a mostly dry s u r f a c e with 
a few leftover puddles from the 
previous night 's rain. Several col-
leges brought push-brooms and 
rollers to dry the track and were 
able to clear off most of the wa-
ter. However, Buche r said one 
p u d d l e on t h e f inal t u r n kep t 
causing problems. 

"As much as we would push the 
water off of the track, that par t of 
the track was just a little lower than 
the sur rounding area and the water 

see RUN, Page 8 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

A wet track forced rescheduled Beer-Bike to turn into Beer-Run Saturday. All colleges participated in the run. Two col-
leges teamed up to fill the team, but alumni race was not held. 

Campus responds to 
Virginia Tech violence 

by Beko Binder and 
Stephen Whitfield 
THKFSHI.k EDITORIAL STAFF 

Two days after Virginia Tech 
undergraduate Cho Seung-Hui 
killed 32 people in the largest mass 
shooting in modern U.S. history, 
Rice's Crisis Management Team 
met to discuss the school's ability to 
respond to similar emergencies. 

T h e team — led by Vice 
President for Administration Kevin 
Kirby — has representatives from 
offices across campus, including 
Public Af fairs, Health Safety, Hous-
ing and I)ining, Human Resources, 
Rice University Police Department, 
General Counsel and the Offices of 
the Provost, President and Dean 
of Undergraduates. 

While the group ordinarily 
meets quarterly to discuss current 
events and maintain updated plans 
of action, they also convene after 
student deaths and other campus 
emergencies . At Wednesday's 
meet ing, the t eam addressed 
procedures and preparation for 
responding to a situation with an 
active shooter. 

Kirby said all 28 of RUPD's 
officers are trained in crisis in-
tervention and active shooter 
procedures and have necessary 
equipment, such as body armor, 
to handle a similar crisis. 

"Officers are trained to stop the 
person who is committing the crime 
as fast as possible," he said. 

RUPD Chief Bill Taylor said all 
doors with electronic controls can 
be locked down from the police sta-
tion, and individualized lockdown 
plans exist for buildings with older 
entrances, such as Lovett Hall. 

Kirby also said Rice has a well-
established chain of communica-
tion, and several lines would be 
used in the case of emergency, such 
as campus-wide emails and phone 
messages and notification through 
college masters and coordinators. 
An opt-in text-messaging network 
and campus-wide public announce-
ment or siren systems have also 
been considered. 

Students have responded to 
the Virginia Tech shootings by 
rescheduling events and observ-
ing moments of silence. Hanszen 
College observed a national day of 
remembrance Tuesday by distrib-
uting ribbons, and Rice Program 
Council's annual Assassins game 
was canceled. Hanszen is also 
organizing students to participate 
in "Orange and Maroon Effect" 
today, a nationwide movement in 
which students wear VirginiaTech 
colors in support of the victims and 
their families. 

Hanszen freshman Alvssa Cot-
terman said she was afraid of the 
prospects of Rice experiencing 
something similar to what hap-
pened at Virginia Tech. 

"I think it's one of those things 
where you feel like it could never 

see TECH, Page 7 

Rally supports lecturer Eliot 
by Lily Chun 

THRI.SHI.H K i l l IOKIAI . STAFI 

To protest the termination of Kinesiology 
Lecturer John Eliot's contract, about one 
hundred s tudents ga thered in front of Willy's 
statue Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. Eliot, whose 
appointment was scheduled to end June 30, 
was denied an extension December 15 by 
interim Kinesiology Chair Gary Willi, who 
is also the Dean of Humanities. 

Baker College junior Eric Neuhaus orga-
nized the movement to protest Eliot's contract 
termination. In January, Neuhaus created 
a petition to Wihl to keep Eliot at Rice that 
about 300 s tudents have signed. 

Students who participated in the rally 
talked about Eliot to passersby and asked 
them to fill out let ters to Wihl about how 
Eliot impacted their lives. 

Neuhaus took a class with Eliot and felt 
Eliot left a positive impression on him. He 
said Eliot's class was more influential than 
an average Rice course. 

"Eliot came in as a guest lecturer for the 

UN IV 309 class, and it just blew my mind," 
Neuhaus said. "I pushed around my sched-
ule, and I had to take summer school to take 
his class, but it was totally worth it. He's an 
extremely effective teacher. And the thing is, 
he doesn't teach quantitative material — you 
learn a lot about yourself, your friends, the 
people around you." 

Wiess College senior James Rapore also 
took a class with Eliot and attended the rally. 

"Pvliot has given so much to the students, 
and we feel that the administration should 
recognize that and keep him," Rapore said. 
"Not allowing [him) to stay at Rice is not 
recognizing the value of education." 

According to a memo to Eliot in December, 
Wild said. "As you know from our discussions 
in the depar tment this year, revisions to the 
three program tracks are under consideration 
as we continue to develop new thinking about 
the curriculum. Faculty appointments will 
have to be based on the specific needs of each 
of the th ree depar tment programs." 

Eliot said he feels Wild's decision to 
see ELIOT, Page 5 
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Moving to the music 
Sid Richardson College junior Akriti Raju (front) and Hanszen College senior Kamna Balhara 
perform at South Asian Society Night 2007 last Saturday in the Grand Hall. The show fea-
tured modern and traditional dances choreographed by individual members. 

INSIDE 

Last day of classes 
Class concludes Wednesday April 25. 

All Wednesday classes are canceled and 
all Friday classes meet. Final exams begin 
the following day for graduating seniors and 
Monday, April 30 for all other students. 

Rosencrantz and 
Guildernstern are Dead 

Brown theater presents "Rosencrantz 
and Guildernstern are Dead" tonight from 
8-11 p.m. in the Brown commons. 

Become a hero 
President David Leebron and Dean of 

Undergraduates Robin Forman host a "Super 
Hero" Study Break April 29 from 9 - 1 1 p.m. in 
the Student Center. The event features a create-
your-own-superhero competition, a talent show, 
and lots of food. 

Last day to drop a class 
Wednesday is also the last day for all 

s tuden t s admitted for Spring 2007 to drop 
a class. S tudents must go to the Registrar 's 
Office by 5 p.m. 

OPINION P a g e 3 
Hispanic Studies misconceptions 

A&E Page 1 1 
Hot Fuzz lights up police comedies 

SPORTS Page 14 
Baseball downs Texas at home 

"I thought [our losing streak] might have to end 
at Omaha, but I'm happy it ended here." 
— Baseball coach Wayne Graham on Rice's first 
victory since 2003 over UT Tuesday. 
See Story, Page 14. 

Scoreboard 

Baseball 
Rice 11, Houston 6 
Women's Tennis 
Rice 4, Abilene Christian 3 
Men's Tennis 
Michigan 5, Rice 2 
SMU 4. Rice 3 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Partly cloudy. 61-80 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 63-81 degrees 
Sunday 
Isolated thunderstorms. 65-80 degrees 

I 
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the Rice Thresher 
Don't save Dr. Eliot 

Faculty turnover is no new thing. Groups of students protesting the 
termination of a lecturer's contract is. (See story, Page 1.) And despite 
the size of the Save Dr. Eliot campaign to extend Kinesiology Lecturer 
John Eliofs contract, we agree with Kinesiology Department Chair Gary 
Willi's decision to uphold Eliofs original contract termination date. 

We have no reason to doubt that Eliot is an inspiring lecturer or 
that he has changed the lives of more than one current student. But 
the fact of the matter is Eliot's prominence in televised media and 
positions on multiple local advisory boards do not make his courses 
in the sociology of sports and how to team-build effectively any more 
or less relevant to the university's educational mission. Sure, he is 
very successful at what he does both within the Rice community 
and outside the hedges, but what he does is not what the university 
should be focusing on as it expands. 

President Leebron's Vision for the Second Century calls for faculty 
to articulate goals for an ideal Rice undergraduate education. We 
hope faculty choose to emphasize intellectual pursuit, both as an 
individual and group process, in these goals. We do not believe the 
university's educational goals should include an emphasis on the 
process of team-building in itself, but instead team-building only as 
a means toward greater intellectual pursuits. In short, the subject 
of Eliot's most praised class — UNIV 309: Creating and Managing 
Change — should be subsumed into the curricula of classes that 
have more inherent intellectual merit. 

Part of the V2C mission is to focus faculty appointments and univer-
sity money more narrowly on programs in which Rice wants to excel. 
Rice's endowment is large, but not infinite, and cuts need to be made 
to the university's less prominent areas of study. So while we lament 
the loss of a fine lecturer, we think the decision is a step in the right 
direction. As new hires are made, we should keep both Eliot's ability 
to inspire students and the university's desire to provide a holistic 
intellectual experience in mind: Professors with Eliot's charisma can 
change lives, and we should seek them out in every department. 

Bring back paper plates 
Earth Day celebrations begin on campus today, and Sunday is the 

37th anniversary of the federal holiday. With all the recent fuss about 
the need for greener buildings on campus and Rice's initiatives to 
improve our carbon offsets, it would seem like we all have something 
to celebrate this weekend. So pat yourselves on the backs as you 
grab lunch at the serveries, and bask in the springtime sunshine by 
taking your lunch outside for a picnic — on a Styrofoam plate. 

There is something wrong with this picture. The serveries used 
to offer biodegradable disposable plates. Now, every time we over-
sleep and have to take lunch to class with us, we must dispose of the 
plates from our portable meals with heavy hearts: Many students 
know the adverse environmental impact of expanded polystyrene 
thermal insulation, and some are already aware that polystyrene 
food packaging has been banned in at least three American cities. 
They may not know why Housing and Dining has decided to switch 
to this environmentally unfriendly option — and neither do we. 

Perhaps the polystyrene is meant to guilt us into using ceram-
ics more often. So should we take ceramic plates to class with us 
and throw those out after one use? That hardly seems like a more 
environmentally friendly option. 

SA: Make us care 
The Student Association hosted a Spring Retreat Tuesday evening, 

and the concept was as thoughtful as the execution was thoughtless. 
(See story, Page 7.) SA President Laura Kelley promised a spring retreat 
during her campaign, and her follow-through produced a gathering of 
four administrators who had many ideas and university plans to share 
with undergraduates — it just did not bring it to students. 

As is often the case with student organizations, the biggest problem 
was publicity. The SA relied on posters hung in residential college 
commons and verbal announcements at college cabinet meetings 
from SA Senators — some of which were never even made — to 
advertise the event. Less than a third of the student body received 
Facebook invitations to the retreat, and any listserv e-mails were 
ineffective at best. 

The SA needs to advertise smarter. The problem is getting stu-
dents to care about what is being said at events like this retreat and 
at weekly SA meetings. The organization will draw a larger and more 
interested crowd if it can grab students' attention before meetings 
ever occur: By highlighting why students should care in advertise-
ments themselves, the SA will actually grab students' attention. 

So when students complain about campus policies or procedures, 
the SA should listen. Then it should spend its advertising energy 
explaining how it can address and solve those complaints. We all 
know the SA exists; it is time we were better informed about what 
it does — besides give out T-shirts at picnics. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Alumni regret lack 
of proper advising 
To the editor: 

With respect to Evan Mintz's 
annoyance with Rice's undergradu-
ate advising system, it is easy to 
understand both his desire to be 
treated as an adult and his frustration 
in trying to find an available faculty 
advisor ("Rice PIN process violates 
student freedoms," April 13). Before 
deciding that Rice should abandon 
faculty advising, however, consider 
an alternative perspective. 

Before 1988 advising of freshmen 
and sophomores was the responsibil-
ity of all college associates. Alumni 
surveys regularly reported that this 
advising system did not work. The ad 
hoc committee of which I was chair 
proposed in 1988 that we adopt an 
idea proposed by Dean of Student 
Affairs Ronald Stebbings — restrict 
advising to associates who enjoy 
it and presumably are good at it. 
This "divisional advisor" plan was 
an improvement but apparently has 
not solved the problem. In recent 
surveys, I am told, alumni continue to 
express dissatisfaction with advising, 
although I suspect not simply for the 
reasons Mintz raises. 

Alumni with whom I have spoken 
over the years more often complain 
that they received too little advice 
rather than too much. Some students 
clearly seek to avoid advice—some-
times, no doubt, because they do 
not wish to be asked to explain 
why they have chosen a particular 
set of courses. It may be easier 
and less stressful to pick individual 
courses haphazardly rather than to 
select them in the context of clear 
educational and vocational goals. As 
alumni, former students may regret 
that they were not asked to think 
more deeply about their choices. 

The present system clearly is 
imperfect. It is not easy to find faculty 
members with both the time and 
the ability to advise well. Recruiting 
and training faculty advisors require 
constant effort and investment. Yet, 
however valuable student advisors 
may be — and I have great respect for 
them — is it not reasonable for par-
ents who pay the bills to expect that 
their child receive academic advice 

from someone with more experience 
than an undergraduate? 

John Ambler 
Professor Emeritus of Political Science 

Tragedy should 
encourage planning 
To the editor: 

As I write this, a man at Virginia 
Tech has just shot and killed at least 
31 people, wounded many others, 
and killed himself. I saw the footage 
of the wounded being carried from 
buildings, read someone's brother 's 
instant message about how he saw 
most of his classmates shot. It is a 
horrific tragedy, one that literally 
made me sick. It also scares me; 
not with the irrational fear that we 
experience on an instinctual level, 
but with one that I felt because I kept 
coming back to a single thought: why 
Virginia Tech? This could have hap-
pened here. Are we prepared for it? 
Is there anything we can do to stop 
or deal with it better? 

We should think about the official 
University response; is there a policy 
on what to do when shots are fired on 
campus? If not, one should be made. 
If there is one, we should reexamine 
it in light of these events. 

The Tech shootings happened in 
two stages: one in the early morning 
that claimed two lives, and another 
two hours later that claimed 31. 
For some reason, Tech officials 
did not cancel classes immediately 
after the first shooting, despite the 
fact that the shooter was still not in 
police custody. This mistake cost 
30 lives — every administrator on 
duty at the time should be fired for 
this. Do we have a sensible policy 
that will be enacted immediately? 
Also, how able to handle threats of 
this nature is RUPD? I am unfamiliar 
with their resources, but they should 
be examined. If they are lacking, 
we need to make sure Houston's 
police can be quickly contacted and 
directed to the area of a crime. 

One preparation we should con-
sider is admittedly controversial. 
Like Rice, Virginia Tech has a strict 
policy against firearms on campus. 
No one can know whether a fellow 
student could have used a firearm to 

stop this massacre, but I know quite 
a few students and staff members , 
all responsible gun owners and 
citizens, who would have tried their 
best in this situation. While we can 
all agree that the world would be a 
safer place with a perfectly behaved 
police force and no firearms in any 
private citizens hands, this is not the 
case. Our f i rearms ban only applies 
within the hedges, and no serious 
measures are taken to enforce it. We 
should consider the consequences of 
an alternative policy. 

This tragedy may or may not have 
been preventable, but we must stop 
and examine our University's policies 
on such matters. 

Hobby Anderson 
Martel sophomore 
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Guest column 

Rice relies on Hispanic Studies falsehoods 
A s a graduating senior, I am over-
whelmed when I stop to think of all 
the life lessons I have learned dur-
ing the past four years. Sometimes 
the lessons are as true 
and important as they are 
difficult to accept. For in-
stance, sometimes people 
do not care about, value, 
respect or want to hear 
your opinion. And, some-
times, the ones who do not 
care are exactly the ones 
who you thought would be 
most concerned. 

Case in point: About 
one fourth of the under-
graduate student body at 
Rice signed a petition last Spring 
underscoring our concern about 
Hispanic Studies at Rice and asking 
the administration to form a commis-
sion that would help fulfill the Vision 
for the Second Century's promise to 
foster "a more significant orientation" 
toward I^atin America. Despite assur-
ances from the administration that 
it shares our concern, rather than 
seeing improvement since students' 
initial alarm, 1 feel like the university 
has regressed even further. 

Since last year, we have seen a 
proposal to merge Hispanic Stud-
ies with three other departments, 
the continued refusal of a doctoral 
program, the persistence of two 
vacancies and the departure of nu-
merous professors who specialize in 
Latin America. 

Students have spoken up. Faculty 
have spoken up. Alumni have spoken 
up. And, as always, interest in Hispanic 
culture is high: HACFR, the Hispanic 
student organization, is one of the 
largest student groups at Rice. Spanish 
language classes fill up to the brim. And 

Stephen 
Dictor 

Alternative Spring Break, Engineers 
Without Borders and Humanitarian 
Medical Outreach service trips to 
Mexico and Central America have 

become an institution. 
I can only think of one 

plausible reason that Rice 
would clip the wings of 
Hispanic Studies: People 
assume that there is a 
good program in place 
anyway, because Rice is 
"Rice." As of today, His-
panic Online puts Rice as 
the number 12 college for 
Hispanics to attend, and 
Hispanic Magazine places 
it as number 11, noting 

the 11 percent Hispanic student 
body. U.S. News & World Report's 
"America's Best Colleges" incor-
rectly lists Rice as having a I^atin 
American Studies program — Rice 
has no such program. 

I myself thought that Rice had an 
interdisciplinary Latin American Stud-
ies program before I came here, and 
I assumed that there was a doctoral 
program in Hispanic Studies. Oops. 1 
know other students who came with 
similar expectations, as well. 

The misconcept ion r e a c h e s 
beyond the hedges. When I was 
interviewing for jobs, one Boston-
headquartered company told me 
that, since it was having trouble 
finding high-caliber candidates to 
work in Latin America, they were 
going to consider recruiting at Rice 
due to its academic reputation and 
assumed strong connection to the 
region. Oops again. However much 
Rice does not want to be a regional 
university, there is something sig-
nificant and potentially advanlageous 
about our pivotal location in an 

increasingly globalized world. This 
is an opportunity to be unique and to 
stand out among other great schools, 
rather than shun the very resources 
that surround us. 

None of this is new. Faculty and 
alumni have been riding the admin-
istration for years. Many students 
wrote to the Thresher last semester, 
and many more are currently writ-
ing letters to express their outrage 
at what we see as a complete lack of 
commitment in this area. 

1 am insulted that Rice is not 
even trying to stay competitive with 
regional schools that have strong 
Hispanic Studies programs. I am 
insulted that Rice does not want to 
commit to helping me learn about 
the culture of 11 percent of my class-
mates and 38 percent of Houstonians. 
Most of all, I am insulted that Rice is 
deceiving people by saying one thing 
and yet doing another. 

Please do not just take my word for 
this—listen to theotherstudentswho 
have written public letters of protest at 
www.savericehispanicstudies.org. It 
is hard to imagine what we can say 
now that will somehow be given more 
consideration than what hundreds of 
students have already said. But see-
ing as I am leaving Rice soon, I sup-
pose there is only one thing left for me 
to say: I will put my alumni donations 
on hold until Rice demonstrates a 
true commitment to Edgar Odell 
Lovett's "Enduring Vision" — reaf-
firmed in 1997 by the Rice University 
Board—to foster a learning commu-
nity drawn from "a full range of ethnic 
and cultural traditions represented in 
Houston, our nation and throughout 
the world." 

Stepheti IHctor is a Mart el College senior. 

Guest column 

Purpose of higher education seems forgotten 
D u e t o result of my own selfish 
desire to make Rice events a reflec-
tion of my own experience, I began 
Owl Weekend by attempting to 
build a connection with 
prospective students. To 
my shame, I was not one 
of those Rice students who 
earned a snazzy red shirt. 
T h o s e were r e s e r v e d 
only for students valiant 
enough to come into direct 
voluntary contact with 
prospies. Instead, I chose 
to connect at my own 
convenience. 

Building a relationship 
with someone on the cusp 
of higher education is a delicate 
thing. Remembering just how oblivi-
ous and awkward I was at the end 
of my own high school experience, 
I tried to infuse an essential under-
standing of Rice as an accessible 
academic institution and a unique 
undergraduate experience into my 
awkwardness with this year's owls. 

But while engaged in one of these 
exchanges with prospective students, 
1 came to a disturbing realization. 
I asked this particular prospective 
student where else he was consider-
ing attending. He scoffed and told me 
"Well Cornell, 1 )uke and Columbia are 
my top choices," in a tone that would 
drive even the most levelheaded, self-
respecting Rice student to deck him for 
his arrogance. And yet, I found myself 
grinning. I knew that I had once spoken 
so arrogantly of Rice and I appreciated 
his foolish sentiment. He then said 
that he knew Rice was comparable 
to his top choices but that its lack of 
name recognition was too important 
to ignore. I was still unsurprised, but 
at tliat point, I was angry 

I feel like a rarity at an institution 
full of students for whom college was 
an expectation — not a privilege. 
For nu* college was a choice, and 
refusing it would not have been my 
death sentence in my parents' eyes. 
Most Rice students enter — and 
many leavt— with the idea that go-

Bailey 
Rodriguez 

ing to a world-renowned academic 
institution is just another step on the 
way to bourgeois upper middle class 
bliss. This is a wholly inappropriate 

way for undergraduates 
to pursue their chosen 
academic fields. The tra-
dition of the university is 
invested in academics, not 
job training or networking. 
It is a wonder that Rice 
professors — some of the 
leading scholars in their 
fields — tolerate under-
graduates who spend their 
classes going through the 
motions. These students 
trivialize the passion and 

the purpose of Rice professors. 
This is not solely a problem at Rice, 

but rather a debate that encompasses 
all American institutions of higher 
education. Americans invest in the 
struggle to reach the upper-middle 
class or maintain their upper-middle 
class status because it is viewed as 
a milestone of a happy life. As more 
people take on this effort, college has 
become a must. Thousands of stu-
dents now enter college out of need 
for a good job, rather than any desire 
for academic enlightenment. Thanks 
to scholarship and government fund-
ing alike, it is quickly becoming the 
majority view that college is right 
for all students so that they can get 
better jobs with more pay. 

My problem with this phenc >menon 
is not that people should not work to 
improve their lives. Rather, I find the 
myth that a college education is the 
only way to happiness and success in 
life to be absurd. I could point to plenty 
of overused examples of this in pAtrojx^ 
and elsewhere, but instead I ask you 
to consider career choices of everyday 
Americans who live comfortably and 
happily without a degree: small busi-
ness owners, firemen, |x>licemen, real 
estate agents and military officials, to 
name a few. Attending the nation's 
most prestigious universities is surely 
a legitimate opportunity to pursue a 
high-powered career — but it should 

be in addition, not at the expense, of 
true academic pursuit. We as a society 
call it "pursuing higher education," 
not "pursuing higher opportunity," 
for a reason. 

I recognize that one does often 
facilitate the other, but perspective is 
important. I hope Rice students who 
come to understand this issue will 
have a change in attitude, or at least 
a new respect for academia. So when 
new students matriculate next fall, we 
should make sure to teach them that is 
not about moving big fish from small 
ponds to bigger ponds, but instead 
moving from academic domination 
to a school of exploration. 

Bailey Rodriguez is a Dwelt College 
sophomore. 

Guest column 

America not ready for gun 
ownership in fearful culture 
In t h e aftermath of the tragedy 
at VirginiaTech, our nation joined 
together in mourning. At the same 
time, people ranging from political 
pundits to Rice students 
joined together in politi-
cal discourse, claiming 
that if the s tuden t s 
at Virginia Tech had 
concealed weapons , 
the massacre would not 
have occurred. 

But we live in a world 
far too complex for this 
simplistic logic. How 
do we know that people 
with guns will only use 
them in reasonable self-
defense? How do we 
know if retaliating students would 
have been able to tell friend from 
foe? Indeed, according to this ar-
gument, guns could have enabled 
someone to kill the shooter before 
he started on his murderous spree. 
In the end, if more people had guns, 
we would see a greater number of 
deaths, not fewer. 

There are 200 million domestic 
firearms in the United States. But 
that is not the problem. After all, 
on a global scale, gun possession 
does not lead to more violent crime. 
For example, over one fifth of Ca-
nadian households own firearms, 
but Canada's murder rate is much 
lower than America's. What makes 
the United States so violent? 

For starters, guns do not make 
people safer — they make people 
more dangerous by enabling them 
to take lives. When people's lives 
are in danger they protect them-
selves by matching the threat they 
face. In our culture this not only 
translates to gun ownership but 
also to the understanding thatguns 
should be used for one purpose: 
self-defense. This belief drives 
the National Rifle Association 
and other gun control opponents 
because they assume criminals will 
always have access to guns. And as 
a response, everyone else should 
have access to guns, too. Under 
this belief, the only way to be free 
is through self-protection. 

The flaw in this argument is 
that we become trapped in our 
own insecurity. We equate not 
owning a gun to being vulnerable, 
and consequently sacrifice the 
ability to define our own safety 
by conforming to the tenets of 
gun ownership. 

When the Constitution was 
written, Americans had reason to 
fear. An unsettled frontier and a 

Matthew 
Schumann 

vengeful Great Britain posed very 
real and consistent threats to our 
young republic. Therefore, the 
Bill of Rights included the Second 

Amendment By assert-
ing gun ownership as 
an unalienable right, 
the founding fa thers 
bypassed the country's 
inability to defend its citi-
zenry. How better could 
a feeble government 
protect its people than 
to have its people protect 
themselves? While these 
c i rcumstances domi-
nated the past, modern 
America is much more 
stable and entirely capa-

ble of providing domestic security. 
However, distrust and paranoia still 
persist in our society. 

Today, we live in a culture of 
fear. As a result, many Americans 
simply are not capable of using 
f irearms responsibly, reacting 
to any perceived threat with the 
ultimate punishment. Just take 
a look at the violence prevalent 
t h r o u g h o u t our society, and 
academia is no exception. Since 
1996,110 people have been killed 
in school shootings in the United 
States. During that same period 
everywhere else in the world, only 
59 died in similar incidents. 

And besides, unstable teenag-
ers certainly are not the people 
to trust with firearms. Just last 
weekend, a tight nearly broke out 
at a Will Rice College private party. 
Had guns been involved, that fight 
could have been a murder. 

Our nation has lost its privilege 
to use firearms as freely as the 
Second Amendment permits. So 
if we cannot change our attitudes, 
the United States should change its 
laws. The tragedy at Virginia Tech 
proves we need to reassess our gun 
control laws, as the shooter acquired 
his weapons legally. We need laws 
that ensure firearms will be used 
responsibly, and if this means pro-
hibiting gun ownership altogether, 
so be it. Unfortunately, the political 
clout of the Second Amendment has 
prevented lawmakers from doing so 
in the past. Very little changed after 
Columbine. Hopefully. Monday's 
events will not be ignored in 
Washington, lest we suffer similar 
tragedies in the future. 

Matthew Schumann is a Wiess 
College freshman. Garrett Schu-
mann, a Hanszen College fresh-
man, contributed to this column. 
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German, Israeli General Consuls discuss Holocaust 
by Nick Schlossman 

T H K K S H E R STAFF 

The General Consuls of Israel and 
Germany spoke to about 190 mem-
bers of the Rice community Tues-
day at "Never Again," a Holocaust 
remembrance and awareness event. 
Opening remarks were followed by 
Steven Spielberg's and James Moll's 
film The Last Days, and the event con-
cluded with a question and answer 
session with the Consuls. 

"Never Again" was organized by 
Hanszen College sophomore Kath-

erine Gomer and several graduate 
students in conjunction with the 
Boniuk Center for Religious Toler-
ance, Houston Hillel, the Holocaust 
Museum of Houston, the Graduate 
Student Association and the Office 
of Student Judicial Affairs. 

The program was partially in 
response to problems on campus in 
the past year, including an event in 
which Holocaust denial Web sites 
were sent out over a Rice graduate 
student listserv. One of the goals of 
the program was to educate Rice 
students about the Holocaust. 
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The program began with opening 
remarks by General Consul of Israel 
to the Southwest Asher Yarden, Gen-
eral Consul of Germany to Houston 
Rainer Miinzel and Boniuk Center 
Director Carol Quillen. 

Consul Miinzel said since 1945, 
Germans have asked how the 
Holocaust could be perpetrated by 
a country that had given such great 
culture to mankind and realized 
that the doctrines that inspired the 
Holocaust rose from an ideology 
of contempt, hatred and eventually 
mass murder. 

"After 1945 we, the younger Ger-
man generation, had to ask bitter 
questions of our parents," he said. 
"You, the younger generation of 
today: try to do everything possible 
that your children will never have to 
ask these same questions." 

Consul Yarden focused on the 
phenomenon of Holocaust denial. 

"For us Israelis, for us Jews, the 
Holocaust is something that we 
understand," he said. "We under-
stand it to the extent that people who 
have not experienced the Holocaust 
cannot. Holocaust denial is not 
only immoral but is also extremely 
dangerous, for the simple reason 
that it poses a danger that such 
atrocities could possibly happen in 
the future." 

Yarden said Holocaust denial 
is a phenomenon with a world-
wide base of support that seeks to 
delegitimize Israel. 

"If the Holocaust nevertook place 
or was not the same as we think it was, 
then for many people, Israel does not 
have legitimacy to exist," he said. 

Quillen said the Boniuk Center 
works to remind scholars, stu-
dents and neighbors that achieving 
a tolerant world requires active 
ongoing work. 

"I urge myself ;md all of us here 
today tr work everyday actively to 
create a world where people who are 
different can practice their religion 
freely and joyfully and without fear," 
she said. 

Quillen said she and the other 
organizers intended for the event to 
promote understanding of and appre-
ciation for the past and that they hope 
to see it become an annual event. 

Oded Hod, a postdoctoral 
researcher in the chemistry depart-
ment, spoke about the history of 
his family — which had members 
persecuted and killed during the 
Holocaust—and the incomprehensi-
bility of the events that transpired. 

"It is the duty of modern society 
to acknowledge and fully understand 
the exact sequence of events that 
lead to the most horrible episode in 
human history," he said. 

The speakers' remarks were 
followed by a screening of Steven 
Spielberg's The Ixist Days. The film 
documents the actions of Nazi Ger-
many in Hungary in the closing years 
of the war, presenting the Hungarian 
Holocaust as an effort in which it was 
more important to Nazis to carry 
out a final solution than to divert 
resources toward an increasingly 
desperate war. 

The film depicts the Hungarian 
Holocaust as a final effort to deport 
and kill the largest remaining popu-
lation of Jews in Europe. In a work 

of first-person testimony, Spielberg 
follows five survivors as they describe 
their experiences of invasion, perse-
cution, deportation and liberation. 

Following the film, the two Con-
suls, Holocaust Museum of Houston 
Board Chairman Peter Berkowitz and 
Holocaust survivor and artist Alice 
Lok Cahana discussed the film and 
the Holocaust's relevance today. 

The discussion panel focused 
initially on Holocaust denial. When 
asked which other countries had 
Holocaust denial laws, Miinzel replied 
that he knew of Austria. He also said 
that Germany, which has presidency 
ofthe European Union for six months, 
has introduced a measure to make 
denial a crime throughout the EU. 

Cahana described meeting Pope 
Benedict. She said her experience 
reminds her that people must build 
bridges between each other, and that 
she seeks to do so through her art. 

Berkowitz said it is important for 
everybody to take action and educate 
others about the Holocaust. 

"It is the young generation 
that must be educated," he said. 
"They must begin to take respon-
sibility for the collective actions of 
our society." 

Gomer concluded "Never 
Again" by reflecting on the value of 
such events. 

"We all suffer through various in-
justices," she said. "Sometimes, even 
in the 21st century, we feel like we 
are wearing a yellow star and we feel 
that it is our duty to educate and show 
other people that the Holocaust is not 
just a Jewish issue, but a human issue, 
and it is relevant in our time." 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Let's Jam! 
Wiess College senior Douglas Mata performs with Wiess 244 during JamFest, held In the Wiess Acabowl last Saturday. 

GRADUATE STUDENT A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Graduate Student Association met Tuesday. The following were discussed. 

• GSA Treasurer Michael Conteras, a civil and environmental engineering student, reviewed the budget and 
discussed the possibility of adding new furniture to the Graduate Lounge in the Student Center basement. 

• GSA President Nikhil Gheewala announced the formation of a search committee to replace Vice Provost for 
Research and Graduate Studies Jordan Konisky, who recently retired. Gheewala, a bioengineering student, said 
Konisky's position will be split in two. and students interested in serving on the search committee for either 
position should send an e-mail to riikhil@rice.edu. 

• Gheewala announced that the parking office has stopped issuing identification cards for the family members 
of students, and that there is a temporary glitch in the office's policy for students. An amended policy should 
be in place by the end of the semester. 

• Construction on new graduate housing to replace housing on Morningside Drive will be completed in 2008. 

• A childcare center on Chaucer Street sponsored by Rice will be completed and open in Fall 2008. The center 
will accommodate 85 children. 

• The Rice Crisis Management Team has historically had difficulty getting in touch with graduate students. 
Gheewala opened the floor for suggestions on how to improve the Team's ability to reach students. Suggestions 
of cell phone alert systems and departmental notifications were offered. 

• Gheewala announced the GSA Spring Picnic will be held April 27 from 4 8 p.m. 

• New departmental representatives were introduced. 

The next GSA meeting will take place May 15 at 5 p.m. at the Graduate Lounge in the Student Center. 

J 
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ELIOT 
From page 1 

reject his contract extension was 
another example of a cursori-
ly discussed decision within the 
kinesiology department. 

"Most of the [kinesiology] faculty 
was not consulted on any of the 

decisions," Eliot said. "Only one fac-
ulty member of the department was 
working with the dean to propose a 
new curriculum." 

Wihl could not be reached 
to comment. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period April 8-15. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College April 12 

Parking Lots 
Greenbriar Lot April 1 1 
Greenbriar Annex Lot April 12 
South Colleges Lot April 14 

Greenbriar Lot 

Other Areas 
Entrance 8 

College Way 

April 15 

April 14 

April 14 

Habitation burglarized. 

Motor vehicle burglarized. 
Motor vehicle burglarized. 
Subject referred to Student 
Judicial Programs for minor 
in consumption. 
Assault. Cleared by victim refusal. 

Subject arrested for driving 
without a license and remanded 
to Harris County Jail. 
Subject arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 

Thresher is hiring 
editorial staff for Fall 
2007. To learn more, 
e-mail thresher@rice.edu 

K l « ( 
vhiwWSITTi 

... <SF 

0*. (u» r 
* c t » » « s at 

IMC* & 
«MHvcRs<rr 

f -rfjlggg 
, » W tUf 

cs a t 

B R . ELIOT 
BCLOMCS a* 

RICE 
UNIVERSITY? HICfc 

«Mive» ~ g r 
®«. E l l © * 

n. mar 
f t o n e s at 

• M M P * b e l o n g s at K 

TZm H , C £ 

W W UMiVKHSITVf 

€1 

m 

o h . nwf r 

• n r" 
"*~~ mvcRSirr j p f e , ^ 

>< 

| O R . I L I O T 
B E L O M C S a t 

R I C E 

<v f-j 

I ^ U N I V E R S I T Y ! 

WL_ S 

I I 
BRENDA RANGEL/THRESHER 

Student rally for Dr. Eliot 
Students protest the termination of Kinesiology Lecturer John Eliot's contract in front of Willy's statue Wednes-
day during lunch. Eliot's appointment is scheduled to end June 30 and was denied an extention in December. 

Congratulations! 

2007 
CCE Fellows 
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Center for Civic 

Engagement 
at Rice Univers i ty 

The Center for Civic Engagement is pleased to announce 
the 2007 CCE Fellows. 

Each CCE Fellow will receive $4000 to conduct a research and/or 
design project that is faculty-supervised and conducted in 
collaboration with a Houston-based partner this summer. 

Robert Dahnke (Mar te l ) , a long w i t h his facu l t y adv isor , Professor Bob Stein, w i l l 
w o r k w i t h the Houston Police Depar tmen t t o analyze the impact of red l igh t cameras in 
the City of Houston. Rober t is a j u n i o r ma jo r i ng in Pol i t ical Science. 

Linh Dan Do (Mar te l ) w i l l par tner w i t h Page Sou ther land Page and t he W i l l ow 
Wate rho le Greenspace Conservancy to ga ther c o m m u n i t y inpu t and des ign a publ ic 
park a t the Wi l l ow Wate rho le Deten t ion Basin. She w i l l be superv ised by Professor 
Dawn Finley. Linh Dan is a sen ior ma jo r i ng in a r t h i s to ry and a rch i tec tu re . 

Kimberlv Jones (Baker ) w i l l w o r k w i t h her adv isor , Professor Phi l Bedient , and 
the Texas Medical Center to eva luate the co r re la t ion be tween soc ioeconomic s ta tus and 
f lood damage in Houston. K imber ly is a j u n i o r m a j o r i n g in Civi l and Env i ronmen ta l 
Engineer ing. 

KirSten Jones (Sid Richardson) w i l l w o r k w i t h her c o m m u n i t y par tner , Technology 
fo r Al l , t o examine how f ree i n te rne t access impac ts t h e l ives of res idents in the East 
Houston ne ighborhood of Pecan Park. The i n te rne t access is p rov ided by the TFA-Rice 
Wire less Mesh Dep loymen t . She is adv ised by Professor Chris Kel ty. K i rs ten is a 
sophomore m a j o r i n g in An th ropo logy . 

Ailev Lvles (Ma r te l ) w i l l exam ine gen t r i f i ca t i on in Houston 's Second Ward f r o m the 
perspect ives of local res iden ts and deve lopers . Al ley w i l l conduct her research in 
pa r tne rsh ip w i t h t he c o m m u n i t y o rgan iza t ion El Centro de Corazon and her facu l ty 
adv isor Professor Michael Emerson. Al ley is a j u n i o r ma jo r i ng in Sociology. 

Susan WU (Jones) w i l l j o i n her c o m m u n i t y pa r tne r , Dr. Marc Si lvers te in , and her 
facu l ty adv isor , Baker I n s t i t u t e Fei iow Chris Bronk, in inves t iga t ing the re luc tance of 
p r i va te phys ic ians t o s w i t c h f r o m paper-based medica l records to e lec t ron ic records. 
Susan is a f r e s h m a n m a j o r i n g in economics. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Future constructions, projects discussed at SA retreat 
by Paul Tucker 

THRESHER STAFF 

The Student Association hosted 
an informal retreat in the R Room 
at Rice Stadium Tuesday night to 
speak with university administra-
tors and brainstorm projects for 
the coming year. Turnout was low 
for the event. Twenty-two students 
attended, only two of whom did not 
have an official position within the 
SA Senate. 

Associate Vice President of 
Housing and Dining Mark Ditman 
began the event by briefly over-view-
ing Housing and Dining's efforts to 
combat rising energy costs in the 
colleges. He presented a counter-
plan to one the SA Environmental 
Committee had proposed, which 
suggested the purchase of renew-
able wind energy at a 20 percent 
h igher cost, with a variety of 
measures to cover the cost, includ-
ing increases in student fees and 
conservation. Ditman said Rice 
should purchase the more expen-
sive energy but then encourage 
the colleges to recover the cost via 
conservation alone. 

In an energy conservation com-
petition between Wiess and Martel 

Colleges last semester, reductions 
amounted to only about five and 
ten percent, respectively, outgoing 
Environmental Affairs Committee 
Chair Lauren Laustsen, a Sid Rich 
College junior, said. Ditman said 
creating a moral imperative to the 
average student and creating aware-
ness of rapidly growing energy costs 
is important. Rice spent 40 percent 
more on energy this year over last, 
Ditman said. 

Ditman also outlined the his-
tory of the meal plan at Rice in 
anticipation of plans to augment 
or adjust it to better fit the needs 
of undergraduates. The current 
plan was designed to complement 
the residential college system by 
reducing time spent in line and 
increasing time spent at the table 
during lunch and dinner. 

The current distribution of meal 
plan costs are modeled after com-
mercial restaurants, and a student 
on the full meal plan can be fed on 
about $12 a day, Ditman said. Plate 
waste and use of disposable plates 
and cups are among the largest 
concerns for dining, he said. 

Ditman also raised the issue of 
late-night dining on campus. He said 
no late-night plan has emerged yet 

COLLEGE CREST TSHIRTS 
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Sid Richardson College 

because no college has stepped up 
to fund such a project. 

Faculty Senate Speaker Deborah 
Harter addressed the group next, 
praising the recent collaboration 
between SA and Faculty Senate 
for course evaluations. She said 
she is optimistic about future col-
laboration and would like to attend 
at least one SA meeting per month 
to continue fostering a relationship 
between SA and Faculty Senate. 

Harter also spoke on the im-
mediacy of the minors. A decision 
will be made to approve or deny 
business minors at the upcoming 
Faculty Senate meeting April 27, 
and Faculty Senate will discuss oth-
er minors including the proposed 
sociology departmental minor at 
its May 2 meeting. 

Vice President for Administra-
tion Kevin Kirby talked about 
14 upcoming construct ion and 
renovation projects on campus. The 
plans include a building to house 
the physics department and its 
research labs, McMurtry College 
and the eleventh college, a power 
plant located behind Wiess Col-
lege, the Collaborative Research 
Center, the new recreation center, 
renovation of Autry, the Fondren 
Library Pavilion, expanded gradu-
ate housing, and a renovation of the 
grove between Hanzsen and Will 
Rice Colleges. 

Rice has launched a billion-dollar 
capital campaign to help finance 
these projects. About $200 million 
from that campaign will be dedi-
cated to construction, and the cur-
rent construction estimate stands 
around $850 million total. 

Kirby outlined the construction 
that will be occurring on the new 
"spine" of campus running from 
Dell Butcher Hall and the new rec-
reation center along alumni road to 
the Collaborative Research Center. 
Jones College President Teddy 
Bucher said the proliferation of 
buildings along the spine will ad-
versely affect students, especially 
since over half of them will be living 
on the north side of campus in the 
next ten years. Kirby said these 
concerns were taken into consider-
ation, but space limitations offered 
no viable alternatives. 

All new buildings will be LEED 
certified to at least the lowest level. 
Most audience questions to Kirby 
focused on aspects of the LEED 
certification and possibilities for 
renovation of the oldest sections 
of colleges on the south side of 
campus. Kirby said efforts were 
being pushed in the direction of new 
construction rather than renovation 
of the old buildings because there 
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is a ready donor for the newest col-
leges. There has not been a timeline 
set for any renovation of existing 
colleges, but Kirby said renovations 
will likely begin near the end of this 
round of construction in 2010. 

Director of the Student and 
Recreation Centers Boyd Beckwith 
spoke briefly about issues concern-
ing those buildings. He said the SA 
should support the ongoing survey 
of the Student Center, as it has al-
ready provided valuable feedback. 

Beckwith also addressed the 
new 100,000-square-foot recreation 
center to be constructed in summer 
2008. He talked about the improve-
ments of the new facility over 
Autry, including tripled weight 
room capacity and more than 
doubled cardiovascular machine 
space. Beckwith said the new facility 
will commit itself to student employ-
ment and student-led operations. 

The new facility will reduce the 
number of available intramural 
fields, but plans are being made to 
light others to offset the loss. There 
will be a competition-level outdoor 
pool with a recreation section. 

Director of Student Activities 
Heather Madsen also spoke. 

Hanszen College junior Eric-
Max, one of the non-affiliated attend-
ees, said he was disappointed by the 
turnout but that a lot of good ideas 
came out of the presentations. Max 
said he was surprised at the number 
of projects beginning construction 
in the next year and was amazed by 
the small amount of communication 
between the administration and 
the student body on a variety of 
issues. He also said the SA's effort 
to inform the student body was a 
well-intended one but that other 
methods would be necessary to 
educate everyone. 

BRENDA RANGEL/THRESHER 

Nerdy yet snazzy 
Baker College sophomore Bill Kazmerski tries to impress the ladies at 
the Mr. Engineering Pageant at Willy's Pub April 15. 

G S A O F F I C E R S 0 7 - 0 8 
The following are the results from the Graduate Student Assocation's 
elections for the 2007-2008 term: 

President 
Nikhil Gheewala, BIOE 

VP for External Affairs 
Kristjan Stone, PHYS 

Secretary 
Alison Harris, CEVE 

Parliamentarian 
Jordan Miller, BIOE 

Grad Lounge Manager 
Alison Harris, CEVE 

Loan Fund Manager 
Larkin Spires, CAAM 

VP for Internal Affairs 
Nastassja Lewinski, BIOE 

Treasurer 

Michael Contreras, CEVE 

Historians 

Christopher Schmidt, LING 
Deian Tabakov, COMP 

Webmaster 
Camila Cardoso, MECH 

Valhalla Managers 
Brent Carey, PHYS 
Eileen Meyer, PHYS 
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Impact Awards recognize individuals 
for service, empowerment of women 

by Jennifer Luo 
THRESHER STAKE 

The Women's Resource Center 
Awarded eight Impact Awards 
this year — annual prizes given to 
members of the Rice community 
for dedication to service, involve-
ment and empowerment of women. 
Four unde rg radua t e s tuden ts , 
one graduate student and three 
faculty members were selected 
this year. 

The undergradua te winners 
were Lovett College senior Brandi 
Braud, Lovett sophomore Nikka 
Landau, Baker College senior 
Phil Redman and Hanszen College 
senior Becky Thilo. Faculty and 
staff winners were Dean of Natu-
ral Sciences Kathleen Matthews, 
Wellness Center Director Emily 
Page and Executive Director of 
Bioengineering Veronique Tran. 
Nastassja I^ewinski, a bioengineer-
ing student, was the only graduate 
student to win an award. 

Braud was recognised for her 
involvement bolh within and out-
side the Rice community. She is a 
co-head academic fellow at Lovett, 
volunteers for the RWRC and 
organized the first-ever Lovett Un-
derground Research Symposium, 
which took place April 13. 

Landau directed the Vagina 
Monologues, the proceeds of which 
went to local and global women's 
organizations. She also volunteers 
regularly at the RWRC. 

Redman received the award for 
involvement with women's rights. 
He organized several campus 
events, and took classes focused 
on the issue. Redman was also 

the only male from Rice to attend 
the "One in Four" conference at 
the University of Houston, which 
focused on ending rape on col-
lege campuses. He co-organized 
Rice Take Back The Night as part 
of his Survey of Sexual Violence 
c lass to help end the si lence 
that surrounds issues of sexual 
violence and abuse and is also 
involved in ADVANCE and Rice 
for Choice. 

Thilo received an award for her 
role as the Student Director of the 
RWRC for the past two years. Dur-
ing that time, she initiated events 
targeted at raising awareness and 
creating a welcoming environment 
for Rice women. Thilo has also par-
ticipated in the Vagina Monologues 
for the past two years. 

Lewinski is an active member 

of the Society of Women's Engi-
neers, and her research focuses 
on developing optical imaging 
technologies and techniques for 
the early detection of cancer with 
a particular emphasis on cervical, 
ovarian and breast cancers. 

Matthews has served on com-
mittees including the President's 
F e m a l e F a c u l t y C o m m i t t e e , 
t he A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e for 
Study of Women at Rice and 
the National Science Founda-
t i o n ' s Advance P r o g r a m for 
Institutional Transformation. 

Page was rewarded for her 
contribution to the Rice Univer-
sity Wellness Center th rough 
events benefiting the wellness of 
all students on campus, includ-
ing programs addressing drink-
ing on campus and the Raising 

Resiliency at Rice program. She 
is the staff advisor to both Stu-
dents Organized Against Rape 
and Colleges Against Cancer . 
Page has also taught HEAL 498: 
Survey of Sexual Violence, in 
conjunct ion with the Houston 
Area W o m e n ' s Cen te r . P a g e 
helped produce the Love Your 
Body Monologues, which address 
male and female body issues with 
stories written anonymously by 
Rice students. 

Tran was recognized for her 
mentorship work with Biomedi-
cal E n g i n e e r i n g Society, t he 
West Harris County American 
Association of University Women, 
and the Sally Ride Event hosted 
here at Rice. 

18 individuals were nominated 
for Impact awards. 

TECH 
From page 1 

happen to you, but it's a lot scarier 
knowing that that was a student, 
and students are everywhere," 
Cotterman said. "They're your 
friends, they're your peers, and 
that someone could do some-
thing like that ... it's definitely 
scary and definitely makes me 
think about what I would do 
in that situation. Could that 
happen here? How could we 
prevent that?" 

Wiess College President John 
Maurer said the shootings made 
him more aware of the possibility 
for unexpected tragedies. 

"The event doesn't make me 
feel any less safe at Rice," he said. 
"But I think it still is a reminder 
that that really can happen seem-
ingly out of the blue." 

Julia Bursten contributed to this 
article. 

RECIPIENTS OF THE 2007 IMPACT AWARDS 
The Women's Resource Center Awarded eight Impact Awards 
individuals for their dedication to service, involvement and efforts 
to raise awareness of women's issues affecting the community. The 
winners were: 

Students: 
Brandi Braud (Lovett senior) 
Nikka Landau (Lovett sophomore) 
Phil Redman (Baker senior) 
Becky Thilo (Hanszen senior) 
Nastassja Lewinski (graduate student) 

Faculty and staff 
Kathleen Matthews - Dean of Matural Sciences 
Emily Page - Wellness Center Director 
Veronique Tran - Executive Director of Bioengineering 

N o w H I R I N G ! 
W A I T STAFF - BARTENDERS - K I T C H E N STAFF 

F L E X I B L E H O U R S - $ 1 0 + / H R . D O E 

E a r n e x t r a m o n e y f o r s c h o o l , w h i l e w o r k i n g w i t h 
H o u s t o n ' s t o p c a t e r e r s at u p s c a l e v e n u e s a n d e v e n t s . 

Applicants must have great people skills, be self motivated, 
possess an outstanding work ethic dr have a great attitude. 

Must have reliable transportation & 

pass criminal background chet 

1-2 years experience preferred. 

pass criminal background check. 

/ r r 
Training available. 

A p p l y T o d a y ! 

CARLTON HOSPITALITY 

713-691-2001) 
www. carlronhospitality services.com 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

The Student Association Senate met Monday. The following were 
discussed. 

• Student Association President Laura Kelley asked for a moment of 
silence for the victims of the shootings at Virginia Tech that morning. 

• SA Senator Kyle Clark, a Will Rice College freshman, proposed to 
add a frequently asked questions page to the SA Web site to address 
topics of interest to undergraduates, such as construction schedules 
and the status of minors. 

• Kelley. a Brown College junior, announced that a memorial service 
will be held April 26 in the Memorial Garden adjacent to the Rice Cha-
pel to honor the Rice students who have died in the last academic 
year. The event will begin at 1:30 p.m. 

• SA Internal Vice President Matt Youn, a Brown sophomore, 
announced his plans for his tenure. He said he wants to coordinate 
and improve relationships between the SA and the Rice community. 

Youn wants to improve communications between SA Senators and 
members of the colleges and introduce issue-based discussions. He 
also wants to create a timeline for Senator-led and New Student Rep-
resentative projects. He said he wants to hold an additional retreat in 
early Fall. 

• SA Treasurer Matt Feaga, a Martel College sophomore, presented 
the budget. The 2007-2008 budget will be about $7,500, with 
$15,000 reserved from previous surplus. $4,300 was budgeted for 
events, $1,500 for SA meetings and food, $900 for t-shirt subsidies, 
$400 for committees and $400 for office supplies and miscellany. 

• Senators held an open discussion on the state of minors at Rice. 
Senators discussed the idea of creating departmental minors that 
already exist as majors. Senators raised concerns about the possibil-
ity of stacking minors on top of an already large course load. Con-
cerns about consistency between minors and the minors approval 
process were also discussed. 

• The SA voted to distinguish between interdisciplinary, cultural and 
departmental minors. They also voted to disapprove of minors in 
fields that already have a major. 

• The SA approved the following appointments: Director of Communi-
cations, Director of Elections, Director of Technology, Parlimentarian, 
Chair of Student Life Committee and Chair of Environmental Commit-
tee. SA representatives to the University Standing Committees on the 
Library, Examinations, Parking, Athletics and Environment were 
also approved. 

• The SA approved the Education Club. 

The next meeting will be held at the beginning of the fall semester. 

^ 8 h t p l a c e i n Te j r 

ace 
to Live and Work. 

Odessa, Texas, located between Fort Worth and El Paso, offers very low cost-of-living 
combined with a wonderful quality of life and a great climate. 

While the economy here is robust, it is due to much more than the oil business. 
Odessa's dedication to economic diversification over the last decade has really paid off. 
Career opportunities abound here, and now more than ever is the right t ime to take 
advantage of all tha t West Texas has to offer. 

Visit us online to view current job postings and 
to apply online with participating employers. 

www. odessatex .com 
Click on the Employment 
Opportunities tab. 

Odes** / 
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BEER-RUN 
From page 1 

kept draining back in," he said. 
At about 9:15 a.m., Bucher, 

Desai, Student Activities Director 
Heather Masden, Student Activities 
Assistant Director Holly Williams 
and various other university offi-
cials decided the puddle could not 
be cleared and made conditions too 
hazardous for bikes. 

"As disappointing as it was, we 
made the call that we would have 

Beer-Run," Bucher said. "In the 
grand scheme of things, our biggest 
concern is safety, and as much as we 
really really wanted to do Beer-Bike, 
we really couldn't because it was 
too dangerous." 

Despite the changes, Bucher 
said he was pleased with student 
attendance and participation at 
the race. 

"As disappointed initially as I 

Anonymous E G G D O N O R S 

Needed to Help Infertile Couples 

$5000 . 
Compensation 
Requirements: 

-Age 21-31 

- Nonsmoker 

- Attractive 

- Intelligent 

(Some College Preferred) 

- Height/Weight Proportional 

s p e c i a I 
c r e a t i o n s 

For Information Call 

713-459-9714 or email 

info@specialcreationslp.com 

was that it had to be the foot race 
instead of the bike race, I feel like 
overall it was a amazing event," he 
said. "The student turnout was way 
more than we ever expected, and 
everyone had a good time. ' 

Rice Emergency Medical Services 
received five calls this year — down 
from 28 last year — with two cases 
requiring ambulance transport to 
a hospital. Neither of the cases 
requiring hospital visits involved 
students, and there were no alcohol-
related calls. 

REMS Captain Cameron Decker 
said one incident commander and 

two teams of four members each 
were on duty during the event, in 
addition to the standard campus 
coverage of t h r e e e m e r g e n c y 
medical technicians. 

Decker said the nature of the 
race helped keep the number of 
EMS calls relatively low. 

"With the fact that it turned into 
a beer-run, that helped to mitigate 
the potential for large traumatic 
injury seen with bike races in gen-
eral," he said. "Overall, it went 
incredibly well." 

Brown junior Charles Hampton, 
who ran for his college, said he 

enjoyed the event regardless of 
the race type. 

"I think the competition itself 
makes it excit ing, so whether 
they're biking, running or anything 
else, I love it," he said. "My team-
mates were all obsessed just for the 
competition part of it. Obviously, 
we were a little disappointed that 
there wasn't going to be any bik-
ing, but we were willing to go out 
and compete." 

Stephen Whitfield contributed to 
this article. 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Rice Undergraduate Research Symposium 2007 
Martel College junior Scarlett Boulos presents her poster to Biochemistry Professor Michael Gustin at the Rice 
Undergraduate Research Symposium Monday at the Grand Hall. 

Leadership Rice 
encourages m e . . . to bring together future 

scientists, engineers, architects, and thinkers to form 

something stronger than talent—a team. In the Solar 

Decathlon Team, we are working to design and build a 

solar-powered home to bridge the gaps not only between 

sustainability and livability, but between vision and 

results as well. Leadership Rice teaches how to focus 

dreams and bring individuals together for a shared 

purpose and passion, and that only by learning how 

to use our strengths and weaknesses to serve a team 

can we become leaders and bring about change. 

Roque Sanchez 
Rice Solar Decathlon 
Civil Engineering & Hispanic Studies 
Wiess '09 

nm t 
»< 

* 
Build your capacities for leadership through participation in Leadership Rice programs and courses. 

Leadership Rice is offering: LEAD 309 Leadership Theory to Practice. LEAD 313 Entrepreneurial Leadership, LEAD 320 The Rhetoric of Leadership and LEAD 321 

Leadership Communication: fall semesters only. For additional information about Leadership Rice programs, visit our new website at www.rice.edu/leadership. 

L .eadership RIC E 

mailto:info@specialcreationslp.com
http://www.rice.edu/leadership
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Undergrads lack financial knowledge 
by Rachel Solnick and 

Matthew McKee 
KOR T H E T H R E S H E R 

Some people could earn all the 
money in the world and would only 
stare at it blankly. Rice s tudents 
often maintain notoriously busy 
schedu le s , and with widely ac-
claimed programs in engineering, 
music and other subjects, they hope 
to leave college and make good 
salaries after their hard work. 

For basic investment advice, see 
SWAMPED STUDENTS, page 10. 

However, many s tuden t s a re 
poorly equipped to hand le the 
money they have now, let alone 
the m o n e y the i r Rice d e g r e e s 
may earn them. Rice rarely offers 
courses in personal finance, and the 
lack of teaching has not helped many 
students. 

Interviewed s tudentsexpressed 
low conf idence in their personal 
f inance skills, often rating their 
abilities with money between one 
and four on a ten point subjective 
scale. One s tudent defined a mu-
tual fund as "the money in the bank 
you don't get interest on." 

Even t h o u g h s t u d e n t s c a n 
open an Individual Re t i r emen t 
Account easily and begin accruing 
interest safely, they did not even 
know the name of the service. When 
asked to guess what IRA means, 
some s tudents did not even try 
to answer. Others ventured "In-
ternal Revenue Agency," "Income 
Rate Annually," or "Interest Result-
ing Account." 

" U m m m ... can I p h o n e a 
fr iend?" Hanszen College fresh-
man Noah Tian said. 

Students could also not iden-
tify the largest provider of student 
loans, Sallie Mae, which has come 
under fire recently for question-
able deal ings with financial aid 
officers. Students said Sallie Mae 
was "the company that does your 
t;ixes" or even "the lady that invented 
taxes — that bitch." 

T h e s e e r r o r s show ho les in 
important areas of financial knowl-
e d g e for col lege s t u d e n t s who 
often g r adua t e with t housands of 
dollars in debt. According to CNN. 
64 p e r c e n t of g r a d u a t e s leave 
col lege with an average $18,500 
debt. Government interest rates on 
s tudent loans are 6.8 percent — a 
rate h ighe r than the rate of r e t u r n 
on m o s t i n v e s t m e n t s s t u d e n t s 
can make . Thus , s tuden t s have to 
invest more money than they take 
out in loans to have funds left over 
for use later in life. 

Despi te this, many s t u d e n t s 
see their income as disposable 

and tend to spend as quickly as 
possible . Rice s tuden t s see this 
all the t ime in big private par t i es 
with lots of flowing alcohol. 

Some feel that college is not the 
bes t t ime to think about financial 
i s sues and prefer to wait and con-
s ider the i r financial situation af ter 
ge t t ing a job and fixed income. 

WHAT IS 
SALLIE MAE? 
Tfte Thresher surveyed students 
about their personal investment 
knowledge. Here are some of 
their responses to the above 
question: 

"The company that does your 
taxes." 

"That lady that 
invented taxes — 
that bitch." 

"Isn't she kind of like Betty 
Crocker?" 

"It's hard to learn how to man-
age finance unless you're work-
ing r ight in it," J o n e s Col lege 
junior Alex Solomon said. "When 
you ge t a job and are working 
and making money and saving, 
that 's when you learn to handle 
these things." 

J o n e s junior Rachel M a r c u s 
said h e r pa r en t s invest money 

and give money to her in a check-
ing accoun t , but she d o e s not 
know about handling investments 
herself or planning for the financial 
long-term. 

"I don't know how well I could 
keep track of all that," Marcus said. 
"I don't know if [finance] would get 
lost unde r all the o the r things." 

While t ime issues can constrain 
the chances many s tuden t s have 
to learn about personal finance, 
M a r c u s said some s tuden t s are 
en te rpr i s ing and t ry to make their 
money work for them. For o thers , 
she believes this is an i ssue of 
priorit ies, cit ing obsess ions with 
Facebook and e-mail. 

"I would say that we think about 
money a lot less ," Marcus said. "It 
hasn ' t really b e e n m a d e impor-
tant . We kind of don ' t real ly know 
wha t ' s impor tan t [financially]." 

Other s tudents do see their situ-
ation in a more p ruden t light and 
realize that they have to think about 
the future , especially life af ter 
re t i rement . Wies s College f resh-
man Margare t McKeehan realizes 
that comfor t in youth can mean 
mise ry later in life. 

"You need to be comfor table 
when you're old, but when you're 
young, you can suffer more," she 
said. "I can live in a shitty apartment 
when I'm young. No stress. But when 
I'm old, it's probably not a good idea." 

Even wi th a s t u d e n t ' s low 
i n c o m e , t h e r e a r e m a n y av-
e n u e s to h a v i n g m o n e y f r o m 
gifts and part-t ime jobs work for 
bet ter futures. Cert if icates of De-
posit of online savings account offer 
safe ways for easy re turns . 

Students' dilemma: Booze or Bonds': 
COMIC BY TAMISHA ANTHONY 

JUMP-STARTTO INVESTING 
student-friendly ways to start managing money with the future in mind 

Certificate of Deposit 
A Certificate of Deposit (CD) is 
similar to a short term bond with a 
bank. In exchange for above-aver-
age interest rates, funds placed in 
a CD cannot be withdrawn during 
the time period without a penalty. 
Banks require varying minimum de-
posits and minimum time periods 
for a CD. Generally, a longer time 
period yields a better interest rate. 

Online Savings Accounts 
Many banks now offer investors the 
option to control a savings account 
through the Internet rather than dealing 
with representatives in a bank for most 
operations. The option to link savings, 
checking and credit card accounts on-
line is also available with some banks. 
When accounts are linked, transfers 
and bill payments (for a credit card) can 
all be made through a bank's website. 

Roth IRA 
An investment account to put 
earned income in up to a 
certain amount each year. Returns 
vary. Withdrawing invested money 
is a little difficult, but the interest 
earned in the account is tax-free. 
If a 19-year old added $5000 
annually to a Roth IRA with an av-
erage nine percent APY, he could 
have $300,000 saved by age 65. 

KEEPING 
WALLETS 
HAPPY 

personal finance for students 
Page design by Sean McBeath 

Rising Rice amateur 
investor talks stock 

Wess College freshman Charles Lena is a full-
time student studying chemical engineering. He 
still finds time to keep up a full stock portfolio 
and shared tips so other students can, too. 

How much time do you s p e n d investing? 
I'd say that I spend at least two hours every 

day reading assorted news on the markets that 
concern me — this is not necessarily financial 
news, but just current events that may affect my 
individual stocks themselves. I currently own 

only three stocks: Apple, Raytheon and a smaller, riskier, investment 
in Genelabs, buti l - i good way for me to fu r ther understand how the 
system itself works. I started out with 14 different companies, and 
realized that for the resources I had, that was too many. I couldn't 
trade short term with that many stocks because I couldn't make up 
for the commission. 

How do you pick stocks? 
Although I've actually only been investing since Fall 2006,1 have 

been studying trends in certain stocks since 2000, watching the 
news carefully and seeing how people react to certain news in these 
certain stocks. In the end, the stock market is the t rue estimate of 
what people think they are willing to pay for something, and so being 
able to judge how that willingness changes is essential to succeeding 
in any market. 

What online trading site do you use? 
TD Ameritrade 

Why did you choose that service? 
It's the one that my mom used, so I figured that they were trust-

worthy. Also. I could always request my gifts in shares of stock if there 
was nothing else to ask for! They also had a decent program going 
at the time that gave me several free trades and $9.99 after that for 
each trade, which isn't bad. 

What sort of re turns /d iv idends can you expect to make your 
first year of investing? 

You can't expect anything, especially during your iirst year. A lot 
of investing is done off of experience — gauging the market on a 
day-to-day basis is completely different from gauging long-term hold-
ings, but both can be used to make money and both involve different 
amounts of risk. What you want to see is if you can make more than 
you would in just a traditional CD account, or else it's really not worth 
it in te rms of money. Experience gained is worth the investment of 
time and money in my mind, and I'm definitely in the green. In about 
six months, I've had about 12 percent growth. 

What tips do you have for beginners? 
Don't start trading what you can't afford to lose, because it is a 

gamble. Start yourself small and build up, and always be willing to 
ask questions to anyone willing to answer. Watch a stock and learn 
more about what the people investing in it seem to like hearing and 
don't like hearing. For example, any Apple product announcements 
generally cause an influx in the stock price, which can be used for 
a short-term gain. 

Why do you think many students do not invest? 
It does require initial funds and the initial desire to get involved. If 

you don't have both of those, it's difficult to get started. I had to used 
the majority of what I had made over the summer to get started with 
these investments. The stocks that you would normally be confident 
in cost the most. It you look at the potential gains from these, it can 
be really quite limited. The high cost of the stock can limit what you 
can do you with it later. Part of the allure of the stock market is easy 
money, but that seems to have died after 9 /11 . 
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Swamped students 
by Rachel Solnick 

FOR THK THRKSHKR 

I glance at my daily planner and 
notice that I have three hours of 
work at my campus job scheduled 
for today. Out comes the big red 
pen as I wearily make sacrificial 
slashes on my to-do list. "Autry 
with workout buddy," "cheap date 
night at the Angelika," "study for 
physics exam" — just a few of the 
items on the list that do not make 
the to-do cut for today. These activi-
ties will have to wait in limbo as 
I put my real life on hold to earn 
some cash. For anyone who has 
had to give up leisure activities or 
studying because of a job, it is time 
— not money — that becomes the 
hottest commodity. Fortunately, 
learning and working with per-
sonal finance can help you earn 
more money, more time away from 
your job and more time to enjoy 
your college experience. Here are 
some beginner 's tips for start ing 
the game and fattening your wallet. 

Credit Cards 
Many Rice students use debit 

c a r d s , but credi t c a r d s o f f e r 
another potential area of getting 
the most bang for your buck. 
Rewards cards often offer cash 
back on many pu rchases and 
points to gifts like airline tickets. 
For instance, Citibank's dividend 
platinum select card gives re turns 
on money spent on gas, grocer-
ies and drugstores. Promotional 
gimmicks such as gift cards or 
air travel credits are good ways to 
help you, the valuable customer, 
select the card that is right for 
you. In addition to the monetary 
advantages, ifyour wallet is stolen, 

investment options 
it is safer to lose a credit card than 
a debit card: According to the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act, your credit 
card company cannot hold you 
responsible for any unauthorized 
charges. On the other hand, debit 
transactions are regulated under 
the Electronic FundsTransfer Act. 
These rules are more loosely knit. 
If you notify your bank within two 
business days, you can owe up 
to $50; 2 to 60 days can cost you 
up to $500; after 60 days you owe 
everything that has been charged 
on your account. 

While the re are subs tant ia l 
benefits to credit cards, there is the 
drawback of the need for increased 
vigilance. Users who do not pay off 
the amount due each month in full 
are hit with huge interest rates. 
Interviewed s tudents general ly 
guess that if their monthly credit 
card bill was not paid on time, they 
would only be charged around five 
percent interest — a logical guess 
given that is similar to the annual 
percent yield on a Certificate of 
Deposit. Unfortunately, this is far 
from accurate. For example, on 
a Chase credit card, the default 
Annual Percent Rate (APR) is 
currently 32.24 percent and liable 
to increase. But if they always pay 
on time, disciplined consumers 
can make the most of credit cards 
without having to pay any fees. 

IRAs 
Individual Retirement Accounts 

(IRA) refer to the special accounts 
that hold your investments and 
give tax-sheltered incentives to 
encourage saving for ret irement. 
A regular IRA allows you to delay 
the payment of income tax on 
money you put into the account. 

This lowers the amount of income 
tax owed to the government each 
year you contribute to the IRA 
and delays the payment of taxes 
on money from the account until 
retirement. This is beneficial if you 
expect to be in a lower tax bracket 
when you retire, but you end up 
paying taxes on the interest your 
money earned. 

However, Roth IRAs, which of-
fer a rewarding alternative, were 
established in 1998. People who 
contribute money to a Roth IRA 
will ea rn vary ing r e tu rn s , but 
the money can be withdrawn fairly 
easily. 

Eligible investors have to earn 
less than $110,000 every year, 
which works for college students . 
Roth IRA contributions are not tax 
deductible, but money invested, 
plus all the earnings, are tax-free 
when you withdraw in ret i rement 
years. Let me reiterate: tax-free 
money. This does not sound like a 
big deal, but the annual compound-
ing savings rate, in addition to the 
tax-free feature of the account, 
adds up faster than most expect. 
According to financial advice guru 
Kiplinger.com, if a college student 
contr ibutes the minimum $4,000 
each year to a Roth IRA and makes 
an annual re turn of 8 percent, she 
will have more than $1.1 million 
saved by the time she ret ires at age 
65. Without the special t reatment 
of the Roth, taxes would reduce 
her earn ings to $810,000. 

T h e financial benefi ts of Roths 
are subs tant ia l and se t t ing up 
an account can be done online 
with minimal hassle. You can set 
up an IRA in most investment 
accounts — including "tocks, mu-
tual funds, bonds a' certificates of 

deposi ts — as long as the ac-
count is opened with the company 
specifically as an IRA. It is gener-
ally recommended to set up an 
IRA with stocks or mutual funds 
because they have the highest 
r e t u r n s and are the easiest to 
manage. Sites for start ing IRAs 
and trading stocks to put in them 
include: INGdirect.com, Fidelity, 
com, TDAmeritrade.com, Schwab, 
com, Scottrade.com, Vanguard, 
com, Zecco.com, TradeKing.com 
and Etrade.com. 

Most of these sites also have 
f ea tu res for set t ing up s table 

deposit accounts such as online 
s a v i n g s , m o n e y m a r k e t s and 
CDs . S tab le depos i t a c c o u n t s 
are a trade-off of the potentially 
h igher - than-average r e t u r n s of 
the stock market for the peace of 
mind of Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (FD1C) insured 
bank — meaning there is no risk 
of losing money. 

CDs and Online Banking 
Similar to the "credit develop-

ment" that some s tudents think 
CDs stand for, CDs are Certificate 
of Deposits in which you can invest 
money for h igher Annual Percent 
Yields (APY) than those of sav-
ings accounts. The catch is that 
money invested in a CI) cannot 
be withdrawn until a specified ma-
turity date; minimum investment 
durat ions are usually six months. 
Online banking, another invest-
ment options with re turn rates 
rivaling CDs, is growing in popular-
ity. The bank HSBC offers a six-
month CD with a 5.25 percent APY 
and an online savings account with 
5.05 percent APY. Online banks 
such as ING Direct and Chase.com 

offer a convenient feature called 
bank transfers. This feature allows 
you to t ransfer money between an 
interest-yielding savings account 
and a no interest checking account. 
When used properly, it is a useful 
tool for paying credit card bills 
online through checking while still 
reaping the benefi ts of a good APY 
savings account. 

TERMS 
TO KNOW 
APY 
Annual Percentage Yield, 
the interest earned on 
funds in an account 

APR 
Annual Percentage Rate, the 
interest rate on a loan, such 
as a car loan or credit card. 

IRS 

Internal Revenue Service 

IRA 

Individual Retirement 
Account 

FDIC Insured 
In the event of a loss 
(e.g. fire, floods, or theft), 
the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation reimburs-
es the bank for a portion of 
its investors' losses. 

Loan interest 
An amount charged to the 
loanee based on the out-
standing balance of a loan. 

Rice Students, Faculty, and Staff: 

SAC and the Admission Office 
would like to THANK YOU for 

helping to recruit the Class of 
2011! 

t 
0^ 

* Campus Tours * Message Boards * Online Chats * 
* Overnight Hosting * Logo Contest * Owl Weekend * Vision * 

RICE 
STUDENT 
ADMISSION 
COUNCIL 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~ricesac 

RICE EAYIROAIIIEATAl ClUB PRESENTS: 

EARTH DAY EXTRAYAGAAZA! 

want to turn TIME 
0 ) M o r # Y 

The Thresher is hiring for next Fall's editorial board. 

Request an application at thresher@rice.edu 

Openings for: News, Features, Opinion, Sports, A&E 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~ricesac
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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w e e k l y 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
May 17, 2007 

T H E A T E R 

Wrap it Up Quick 

Enjoy the one and only free 

performance of Wrap It Up 

Quick — an evening of 10-

minute plays and two-minute 

monologues tonight at 8 p.m. 

at Hamman Hall. The show 

features students in Acting II. 

Hamman Hall !" 

Meridian 

1503 Chartres St. 

British comedy duo does police satire right 
by Sean McBeath 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFE 

A quick once-over of Hot Fuzz's 
storyline might make audiences 
groan at the prospect of another 
Rush Hour style, east-meets-west cop 
comedy. But think twice. Hot Fuzz, 
from the creators of the horror-com-
edy Shaun of the Dead (writer Simon 
Pegg and writer/director Edgar 
Wright), manage to produce a more 
mature, sophisticated film than one 
expects from this worn-out genre. 

'hot fuzz' 

M U S I C 

Voxtrot 

Playing live at an Urban 

Outfitters near you: Voxtrot. 

Cost: absolutely free. Thank 

FreeYrRadio. a new incentive 

started by Urban Outfitters 

and Toyota Yaris that benefits 

radio stations and anyone that 

cares to listen. So ch-ch-check 

them out April 28. 

Urban Outfitters 

2 5 0 1 University Ave. 

Nickel C r e e k | < 
m 

See them tonight at 9 p.m. at 3 

the Meridian on their Goodbye £ 
m 

(For Now) Tour before they | 

take a hiatus. These lovely "5 
X 

southern Californians will be 5 
o 

missed. Tickets cost $22 at g 
c/) 

ticketmaster.com. !/> 
o 
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now playing at Angelika 

and Edwards theaters 

Nicholas Angel (Pegg) of Ix>n-
don's Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment finds himself in an uncommon 
predicament: He is too good at his 
job. As a result, Angel is promoted 
to the rank of Sergeant — and 
transferred to the small village of 
Sandford, Gloucester so that he will 
not continue making the rest of the 
police service look bad, as Chief In-
spector Kenneth (Notes on a Scan-
dal s Bill Nighy) tells him. Despite 
his complaints, Angel is forced out of 
his position with the Met and begins 
his dreary journey to Sandford. 

At this point, Hot Fuzz incorpo-
rates a number of cliches which 
could easily drag the movie down. 
The movie has every predictable 
gimmicky element from an annoy-
ingly lax Sandford Inspector to the 
clueless sidekick with delusions of 
grandeur to an entire police service 
upset and perturbed by the new 
big-city cop. 

Sandford, three-time Village of 
the Year, boasts the lowest crime rate 
in all of England. But when Angel 
starts seeing connections between 
a series of gruesome accidents, his 
big-city instincts kick in and so does 
the investigation. 

For some time Hot Fuzz reminds 

COURTESY ROGUE PICTURES 

Hot shot cop Nick Angel (Shaun of the Dead's Simon Pegg) and butterfingers Danny Butterman (Shaun of the Dead's 
Nick Frost) must band together to make a seemingly sleepy suburb crime-free. 

viewers of an incredibly mundane 
episode of "Cops." We follow An-
gel and partner Danny Butterman 
(Shaun of the Deads Nick Frost) 
through their mundane responses 
to Sandford's 911 calls, meanwhile 
learning of Danny's obsession with 
police action movies. Wright uses 
Danny to parody action movies, ex-
ploiting the character's near-infinite 
knowledge of the genre and ques-
tions like, "Have you ever fired two 
guns whilst jumping through the air0 

Have you ever fired one gun whilst 
jumping through the air?" 

And Wright mocks effectively 
without losing himself in the come-
dy of his film. He manages to avoid 
the comedic plague that makes 
films like Rush Hour and Scary 
Movie almost painful. Wright is 
distinctly aware of Hot Fuzz's rela-
tionship to the movies it mocks but 
seeks to separate his film. Rather 
than adopting the all-out ridiculous-

Houston women part of 
Warhol history at Menil 
by Rachel Green 
THRESHER STAFF 

Within the works of the Menil 
Collection's most recent exhibit, 
ANDY WARHOL: Three Houston 
Women, lies a quiet reminder of 
the now-distant artistic and cultural 
heyday the city of Houston enjoyed 
during the mkl-20th century. 

'andy warhol: 
three houston women' 

• • • • of five 
Menil Collection 

1515 Sul Ross St. 
through Aug. 26 

Three series of portraits by 
Andy Warhol comprise the ex-
hibit. ITie artist, who reproduced 
images of Marilyn Monroe, Eliza-
beth Taylor and Mao Zedong in 
loud, statement-making hues, was 
well-admired by the Houston con-
temporary art scene during the 
1960s and '70s. By the end of the 
'60s, the Houston-based de Menils 
owned one of the largest Warhol 
collections in the country. Three 
Houston Women depicts some of 

the most prominent 
figures in the col-
lecting and curato-
rial worlds of mod-
ernist art in the city 
at that time. 

Andy Warhol 
is among the most 
widely-recognized 
artists of the 20th 
century. Quite lit-
erally the "poster 
child" of Pop Art. 
Warhol was as 

ness reminiscent of the Wayans 
Brothers, Wright and Pegg create a 
comedy based on seriousness. Sur-
prisingly, Hot Fuzz is equal parts 
detective film and action film. In 
comparison to Shaun of the Deads 

relatively clear-cut — while still in-
novative — plotline, Hot Fuzz is fair-
ly complex. Creating a mystery sto-
ryline within the bounds of reason 
that is intricate enough to intrigue 

See H(rr FUZZ, page 12 

much of a cultural icon as were the 
subjects of his paintings. He began 
his career as a commercial graphic 
designer, quickly becoming well 
known in that field early before 
he decided to bring his printmak-
ing expertise to large-scale fine 
art works. His subjects range from 
Brillo Pads to Jacqueline Kennedy 
lo Muhammad Ali. Three Houston 
Women represents a continuing ex-
ploration of this signature style on a 
smaller, more personal scale. 

The largest series in the exhib-
it. a row of seven stretched linen 
squares entitled Jcrmayne MacA-
gy, greets viewers from the oppo-
site wall as they enter the gallery. 
MacAgy came to Houston in 1955 
to serve as the director of the 
Contemporary Arts Association. 
She arranged many innovative 
exhibitions in this capacity, a prac-
tice the de Menils continued after 
her death. Dominique de Menil 
commissioned this posthumous 
series of her friend and artistic 
mentor in 1968, four years after 
MacAgy died. 

Much less playful than the other 
two series in the exhibit, Jcrmayne 
MacAgy is a study of counterparts: 
negative and positive, dark and 
light, presence and absence of col-
or. Utilizing Warhol's favored print-
making technique — the process 
of photo silkscreen — the paint is 
bolder and the images more ab-
stract. For example, the viewer 
may not be able to quickly discern 
MacAgy's cigarette-holding right 
hand on first glance. 

Caroline is most indicative of 
Warhol's range of styles. Reminis-

See WARHOL, page 13 
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& 
COURTESY NINTENDO 

Latest Nintendo title proves that running a bakery is no piece of cake. 

Cake Mania fine for free, 
but not worth the cash 
by Amanda Phillips 
THRESHER STAFF 

The word mania rarely 
indicates a positive condition 
in everyday conversation, but 
somehow when it appears in a 
video game title, it is supposed 
to suggest unrestricted fun 
and excitement. 

'cake mania' 

• • of five 

for the Nintendo DS 

In the case of Cake Mania, 
however, the classic Webster 
definition might ring a bit truer. 
It is excitement manifested by 
mental and physical hyperactiv-
ity. disorganization of behavior 
and elevation of mood. The game 
certainly qualifies as hyperac-
tive, but a racing pulse does not 
always mean fun. Although it is a 
hit on the Internet, its transition 
to a handheld platform comes off 
as awkward and blatantly moti-
vated by making money. 

In Cake Mania, a fast-paced, 
popular game that made its Nin-
tendo DS debut this month, the 
gamer controls a baker named 
Jill, aiding her in the quest to meet 
the demands of impatient custom-
ers. Though the focus should be 
on the lightning-quick bakery ac-
tion. Cake Mania makes a bizarre 

attempt at integrating a narrative 
into the gameplay, telling the sob 
story of how corporate baker-
ies put Jill's grandparents out of 
business. Now. armed with her 
grandmother's recipes and an 
education from culinary school, 
Jill is out to climb the ranks as an 
independent baker and buy back 
her family's old shop. 

A traditional numerical level 
system without any narrative 
would have suited the style of the 
game well. Instead, the limited, 
cliche storyline is a poor excuse 
to divide the levels of the game 
into four years. Play occurs en-
tirely within the bakery. Custom-
ers line up. and the gamer must 
offer menus, take orders and 
bake and decorate the cakes to 
order before the clients get an-
gry and leave. 

Things start out simple at 
first, with very basic cake orders 
and a few customers in the store 
at a time. As the game progress-
es. however, more decorating 
options and different types of cli-
ents pile up to increase the heat 
on poor Jill. Turning on the TV 
or serving sample cupcakes to 
cranky customers can buy some 
time for the overworked baker, 
but expect to see a lot of faces 
purple with rage. 

Unfortunately, like the story, 
Sec CAKE, page 13 
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Young dancers get a leg up in Houston Ballet II spring show 
by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER STAFF 

The dancers of Houston Ballet II, 
the Houston Ballet's pre-profes-
sional training program, will 
show off their talent at their an-
nual Spring Showcase today and 
tomorrow. Highlighted by Katlyn 
Addison's dance in The Sleeping 
Beauty, the showcase features 
four ballets ranging from classical 
to contemporary. 

x v 

'houston ballet II 
spring showcase' 

V: Wortham Center 
7 p.m. April 20 

2:30 p.m. April 2 1 
Tickets cost 

$17-$30 

The Sleeping Beauty, the famous 
ballet whose choreography and 
music were originally created by 

Peter Ilych Tchaikovsky, will make 
up the third act of the showcase. 
HBII Ballet Master Claudio Mu-
noz re-choreographed two of the 
scenes in the ballet for Addison's 
performance. Addison, an 18-year-
old Canadian, said she enjoys the 
style of the ballet, as well as the 
classical tutu and tiara she wears 
while dancing. 

"I love classical dance because I 
find it a challenge, and I love chal-
lenges," she said. 

T h e modern Ij)ng and Winding 
Road is set to the music of the Bea-
tles. Houston Ballet Artistic Direc-
tor Stanton Welch choreographed 
the dance, and musician Peter 
Breiner orchestrated the music in 
Hie style of Johann Sebastian Bach 
?nd Antonio Vivaldi. HBII mem-
ber Erin Pritchard, an 18-year-old 
from Orlando said Long and Wind-
ing Road is one of her favorite 
numbers in the show. The dance is 

lengthy, Pritchard said, but it fea-
tures pretty choreography. 

Chairman Dances, also cho-
reographed by Welch, is a con-
temporary dance about President 
Richard Nixon's visit to China. The 
dancers will wear shirt-and-pants 
cos tumes inspired by Mao suits 
while en pointe. 

Houston Ballet II members have 
been preparing for the Spring Show-
case since August, Pritchard said. 
The students learned two dances 
at a time and then rehearsed the 
dances daily to internalize the cho-
reography Although the students 
are in dance class or rehearsals six 
days per week for nine hours each 
day, they still need to practice on 
their own to learn the choreogra-
phy. Pritchard said. 

As the pre-professional division 
of Houston Ballet, HBII m e m b e r s 
split their time between the Acad-
emy and the professional com-

LOW-COST CAR 
INSURANCE. 

00R VERSION OF 
EXTRA CREDIT. 
Auto arid cycle insurance. 

Immediate coverage by phone. 

Low down-payment. 

Convenient payment plans 

Round-the-clock 

claim service. 

CALL OUR LOCAL OFFICE FOR A FREE RATE Q U ® 

5405 Bellaire Blvd, Houston, TX 
Call (713) 665 4667 

or toll free (866) 999 4667 
Government Employee* Insurance Co. • GFICO General insurance Cc. • GEICO indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Cc 

Colonial County Mutual Ins. Co. • GEICO. Washington, DC 20076. 3> 2005 GEIC0 

pany, Pritchard said. Occasionally 
they per form with the company 
onstage, as Pritchard did in this 
winter 's Nutcracker performances . 
Per forming with the professionals 
is a valuable experience, and just 
spending time in a professional at-
mosphere is important, Pritchard 
said. T h e company members are 
proof that pre-professional danc-
ers can achieve their goals of be-
coming professional dancers. 

The road to becoming a pro-
fessional dancer is a lengthy one. 
Pritchard began dancing with the 

Orlando Ballet school when she 
was three years old and moved 
to Houston to join HBII last year. 
Addison had been dancing for 12 
years before she came to Houston 
two years ago to join HBII. Both 
will join the Houston Ballet next 
year as apprentices. Although the 
training requires long hours and 
difficult physical workouts, the two 
still have a passion for ballet. 

"[I like] the way it makes me 
feel," Pritchard said. "It's a way to 
express my emotions that I can't 
put into words." 

HOT FUZZ 
From page 11 

the viewer is no easy task, but 
Wright and Pegg's fantastic mis-
haps are just believable enough. 

That is not to say that the con-
nection between Shaun of the Dead 
and Hot Fuzz is unclear. The same 
sporadic, jumpy editing is im-
mediately apparent in both films. 
Wright's approach, while some-
times confusing — quick scene 
changes distract from the story in 
the film's opening scenes — is just 
as often satisfying. It gives insight 
into the boredom and drudgery 
that accompany Angel's life as a po-
lice officer without directly subject-
ing viewers to his pain. 

In fact. Hot Fuzz spends a lot 
of time dwelling on the juxtaposi-
tion of Angel's "real" policework to 
the kind of laughable policework 
shown in movies like Point Break and 
Bad Boys II. Small touches — such 
as moments when Danny demon-
strates his complete internalization 

of action movies — save Hot Fuzz 
from becoming another low-level 
comedy. After Angel and Danny 
watch Point Break and Bad Boys 
II, Angel has the sense to point out 
that a police officer "can't commit 
carnage on that scale without incur-
ring a large amount of paperwork." 

On the whole, Hot Fuzz man-
ages to combine two vastly vary-
ing styles of police movies: the 
detective film and the action film. 
Truthfully, Pegg and Wright have 
not conquered the task of creating 
a movie that successfully blends 
the action of John McTiernan's Die 
Hard and the intellectual plot of 
Spike Ix-e's Inside Man. But they 
have created a movie that gives a 
healthy dose of each. And while 
the story sometimes breaks the 
bounds of the plausible, it manages 
to keep the viewer captivated by 
oddly carrying a plot while continu-
ing its comedic genius. 

cteft>ie&4ecl$ 
SIGNS A N D S Y M P T O M S : 

Feeling down • Loss of interest in things • 

Changes in appetite • Changes in sleep patterns • 

Crying spells 

Red Oak Psychiatry Associates is conduct ing a 

research study for people between the ages of 18 

and 70 with depression. If you qualify, you may 

be eligible to participate in a study involving an 

investigational medication for the treatment of 

depression at no cost to you. 

For more information please call 

281-893-7559 X226 

• 

mailto:ARCMieve@fcice.eDU


THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2007 13 

WARHOL 

-m 

1 

From page 11 

cent of his Marilyns and Jackies 
with bold colors dancing around a 
black silhouette, Caroline depicts 
an elegant and fashionable Caroline 
Wiess Law, daughter of one of the 
founding families of the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston and benefactor 
to the Menil Collection. This is the 
only series owned by the MFAH 
and not the Menil Collection itself. 

Commissioned by I.aw in 1976, 
this series features a subject who 
appears to be sitting for the portrait, 
intentionally engaging the viewer 
with a stare that at once exudes 
power and femininity. Caroline is 
also the most painterly of the three. 
While Warhol's silkscreens usually 
intentionally retain no trace of hu-
man effort, the colorful geometric 

backgrounds of these canvases are 
in fact painted with wide, conspicu-
ous brushstrokes. Although Warhol 
did paint — in fact, his early Camp-
bell's Soup works were painted 
and not silkscreened — he usually 
preferred to hide his artist 's hand 
behind straight lines and a smooth 
wash of pigment. Like Jermayne 
MacAgy, this private serial portrait 
demonstrates that Warhol's lesser 
known works provided him with 
the opportunity to push his own 
creative boundaries. 

The third and smallest of the 
series, made up of only three re-
peated silkscreened images, de-
picts a laughing, sixty-something 
Dominique de Menil in delicate 
shades of pink and green. Domi-

nique, heiress to the Schlumberger 
Limited oil equipment fortune, and 
her husband John de Menil were 
avid art collectors throughout the 
mid-1960s and '70s. Houston leg-
end says Dominique was not only 
a great philanthropist and patron 
of the ar ts but also a fiercely par-
ticular woman. She briefly brought 
her collections to first St. Thomas 
University and then Rice University 
before pulling them from each cam-
pus, citing "creative differences," 
to construct the Menil Collection 
in 1987. 

Warhol's Dominique depicts a 
joyful and engaging woman, its doc-
ile pastel palette hiding any hint of 
the ruthlessly demanding personal-
ity she was rumored to have. The 
lack of black pigment and other 
bold colors, present if not dominant 
in many of the artist 's most well-
known works, renders the Domi-
nique series one of Warhol's softest 
and most human. 

Although the exhibit contains 
a total of only 14 40-by-40-inch 
square canvases on its three small 
walls, patrons will not leave the 
gallery feeling unfulfilled. 'Hie sim-
plicity allows the works to engage 
the viewer without getting lost in 
the jumble of commercialism and 
migraine-inducing hues that can 
sometimes plague Pop Art exhib-
its. It is also curiously gratifying to 
be able to actually visualize promi-
nent local figures who are other-
wise often known only through the 
buildings adorned by their names. 
The fact that Three Houston Women 

does not call for a long, introspec-
tive dialogue with the works ren-
ders it accessible to a greater audi-
ence that could not care less about 
art history. 

Three Houston Women brings 
the larger-than-life persona of art-
ist Andy Warhol down to a smaller 
scale, both through the exhibit's size 
and its treatment of local figures in 
the Houston art scene. Perhaps not 
sensational enough to draw visitors 
to the museum on its own, the small 
exhibit nevertheless provides Menil 
visitors a peek at yet another seg-
ment of a vast and varied collection. 

CAKE 
From page 11 

the cake-baking gimmick seems like 
a shallow excuse for gameplay that 
essentially consists of pressing the 
correct sequence of shapes within 
an increasingly stressful time limit. 

ITiere is some strategy involved 
in terms of upgrading the shop's 
equipment between levels, but even 
determining when to buy a new oven 
is difficult unless you have already 
played the next level. Every month, 
new types of customers discover the 
shop, and they have different inter-
ests in different types of cakes. How-
ever, unless Jill is aware beforehand 
that November's food critics will love 
frosting flowers or to save up in order 
to buy prohibitively expensive bridal 
cake toppers for the May wedding 
season, it is difficult to take advan-

tage of vital sources of income. As 
a result, gameplay degenerates into 
a tap-fest. If your stylus accidentally 
grazes the star-shaped cake before 
the circle, you are doomed. 

Such accidents are not uncom-
mon given the transfer of the game 
from ample computer screen and 
tiny mouse pointer to the compara-
tively smaller and less precise DS 
console. The touchscreen of the DS 
usually feels very natural for quick-
tapping gameplay such as this. But 
because Jill's bakery is so crowded 
with icons that fit perfectly on a com-
puter screen, the slim stylus feels 
incredibly clunky for operations 
such as choosing a cake shape or 
picking among a variety of frosting 
colors and decorations. With plenty 

of cranky customers to serve, an ac-
cidental — and irreversible — tap 
on the purple frosting instead of the 
red can spell disaster for an other-
wise smoothly operating one-woman 
assembly line. 

Despite its many failings, Cake 
Mania, true to its Web game roots, 
is incomprehensibly addictive. 
There is very little that is fun about 
multiple mis-taps in the bakery, but 
it's easy to find yourself playing for 
hours on end. The DS version's final 
insult, however, is that there is virtu-
ally no difference in content between 
the $20 card and its free online coun-
terpart. Sure, the price tag is low 
for a Nintendo title, but there are 
reasons that massive Web portals 
offer casual games like this free of 
charge. They aren't worth the Web 
space they occupy. Other than the 
convenience of being able to carry 
Cake Mania around in your pocket, 
there is little that justifies paying so 
much for a gratis game. 

K A P L A N TEST PREP AND 
ADMISSIONS 

Think about law. 
FREE LAW FORUM 

Learn about the law school admissions process. 

Get valuable test-taking tips and strategies. 

Hear from experts at a panel discussion. 

Thursday, April 26th | 6:00-8:00 PM 
University of Houston Law Center | Krost Hall 

Don't forget about out Law School Experience event on the 24lh! 

Space is limited! To register, visit us online at 

kaptest.com/law or call 1-800-KAP-TEST. 

Law Forum participants: 

Baylor Law School; SMU Dedman School of Law; South Texas College of Law; 

Texas Tech University School of Law; University of Houston Law Center; 

University of Texas School of Law; Texas Wesleyan University School of Law 

"All law forum participants many not De represented at every event 

PERRY HOMES 
I N - T O W N 

IN-TOWN 
LOCATIONS 

PERRYHOMESINTOWN.COM 
713-948-6645 

* ' • p m 
JwmMu 
mimmt 

I.,.., 

-j 

Elegant townhomes close to school in sought-after 
locations such as Museum District and near Downtown 
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Rooftop Terraces 
Gourmet Kitchens 

Views of Downtown available 

In-Town living available from th£: 
$160s 

Prices'and availability are subject .to change without notice. 2/6/07 
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Baseball upsets No. 5 Texas 
Owls beat Longhorns for first time since 2003 season 

by Ben Jedlovec 
THRKSHKR STAFF 

IVY ASHE/ THRESHER 

On a gloomy Tuesday evening in Houston, 
the memor ies of 2003 were subtle but undeni-
able. From Vincent Sinisi 's rendit ion of the 
national an them to the dominant pitching, f rom 
the combined offensive effor t to the electricity 
among Reckling Park 's sellout crowd of 5,003, 
the Rice faithful stuck through the rain to see the 
seventh-ranked Owls (30-11,10-2 C-USA) knock 
off fifth-ranked University of Texas (31-11) 
for the first time since the College World Series 
four seasons ago. 

Head coach Wayne Graham, himself a UT 
alum, had lost ten straight contests to the Long-
horns before his team brought the streak to a 
thundering end. 

"I thought it might have to end at Omaha," 
Graham said. "But I'm happy it ended here." 

T h e 7-4 victory capped a big week for the 
Owls, who reclaimed the Silver Glove trophy 
last weekend by taking two of th ree games from 
Conference USA rival University of Houston 
(19-17, 6-3). Second baseman Jess Buenger 
hit .500 over the past five games to lead the 
resurgent offense, earning C-USA Hitter of 
the Week honors for his ef for ts . Senior Ryne 
Tacker stood out for his contributions on the 
mound, shutt ing down the Cougars Saturday 
and giving the Owls the second game of the 
annual rivalry series. 

Not only did the weekend series victory al-
lowed Rice to maintain its ranking in Monday's 
Baseball America poll, but with the win Tuesday 
the Owls moved back to third in Boyd Nation's 
Psuedo-RPI report, which is a more reliable 
predictor of NCAA tournament seeding. The 

Owls also moved to 10-2 in C-USA, building a 
two-game lead over Memphis and Tulane for 
the top seed in the conference tournament May 
23-27. T h e tournament was recently moved from 
New Orleans to Greenville, NC., because the post-
Katrina repairs to Tulane University's Turchin 
Stadium will not be completed in time. 

The Owls host conference foe University of 
Central Florida this weekend and Sam Houston 
State University Tuesday before making the trip 
to the University of Alabama-Birmingham next 
weekend. The Golden Knights (18-20, 1-8) are 
coming off a series upset of the University of 
Florida and a loss to the University of Southern 
Florida. Rice swept the three-game series against 
UCF last April. 

The victory over the Longhorns took a t rue 
team effort at the plate and on the mound. Junior 
transfer Chris Kelley did his part to keep the 
powerful Longhorn offense off-balance with a 
deceptive changeup and impeccable command, 
allowing only two runs in six innings and pick-
ing up his second victory. Kelley, who took 
the loss against Texas March 27, rebounded 
with a season-high seven strikeouts while al-
lowing only four hits to end the losing streak 
against the Longhorns. 

"It was awesome," Kelley said. "I think everyone 
wants to get that monkey off our back, and I'm 
glad I was part of it." 

Another key to the victory was junior Cole 
St.Clair, who entered the game in relief of junior 
Scott Lonergan in the seventh with no outs, a 
runner on third, and the lead down to two. Facing 
the top of the order, the left-hander effectively 
dealt with the threat, escaping the inning without 
allowing another run to cross the plate. 

See BASEBALL, page 17 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Rice athletics needs scandal 
for true national success 

Rice spor ts suck, or so I hear. 
I wouldn't really know, because 
attending games is inconvenient 
for me — like when they're dur-
ing precious cartoon-watching 
time. So I will admit that most 
of my sports knowl-
e d g e c o m e s f r o m 
three places. 

Video games: Fast 
thumb reflexes equal 
a victory. 

In t ramura l soft-
ball: Cursing at the 
u m p i r e g e t s you 
tossed out of games. 

What I overhear 
from the sports desk: 
Stephen's inane rants. 

But every once in a while, I 
pick up on little tidbits of spor ts 
information, like the history of 
the Seattle Pilots, the 1986 Mets, 
and the fact that, apparently, 
Rice's cur ren t baseball team is 
pretty good. 

I had no idea that our baseball 
team was anything special. My 
only experience with them was 
pitcher/f irst baseman Joe Savery 
throwing parties in his room at 
Hanszen but not inviting anyone 
from the hall and pitcher Ryan 
Ber ry hitting on my girlfriend 
way back when. 

And come to think of it, a re 
they really any th ing special? 
They may have a grea t r ecord . 
T h e y may have s o m e g r e a t 
players. They may pass their 
courses . But that only takes a 
team so far. As Rice learned a f 

Evan M i n t z 

the beginning of the season, 
victory can be fleeting, and a 
few losses can turn a reputation 
of excellence into a supposed 
tolerance of mediocrity. 

So this brings me on to an-
other piece of spor ts 
trivia that I happen 
to know. If the base-
ball team wants to 
solidify its position 
a m o n g t h e s p o r t s 
grea ts , it n e e d s to 
gain the mark of a tru-
ly successful team: 
horrible scandals. 

Drugs , violence, 
sex: These are the 
signs of t rue champi-

ons. After all, a win is temporary, 
but a criminal record is forever. . . 
ish. 

Just look at the Dallas Cow-
boys, Kobe Bryant or, the greatest 
example, O.J. Simpson. Only a 
handful of people would remem-
ber him for his Heisman, but com-
mit double homicide (allegedly), 
and you're a cultural icon .Just for 
the record. I am not recommend-
ing that anyone on the baseball 
team commit murde r—O.J . was 
deemed innocent. 

Even in professional baseball, 
last year 's steroid scandal sent 
modern -day g rea t s r ound ing 
the bases to home, or at least to 
the House ... of Representatives, 
that is. It may be nice to break 
a home run record, but making 
the congressional record for a 

See SCANDAL, page 18 

Women's track readies for Texas Twilight 
by Dylan Farmer 

THRKSHKR EDITORIAL STAlI-

The women's track team has 
consistently been able to count on 
two things for the past few weeks: 
bad weather on meet days, and senior 
Funmi Jimoh's name in the recap 
headlines. Jimoh took first place in 
the long jump Saturday at the Brutus 
Hamilton Invitational at the University 
of California at Berkeley, and she was 
joined by Naquanza Alfred and Susie 
Barrows. The two juniors won Rice's 
two other individual first places in the 
800- and 5,000-meters, respectively. 

"Now we're starting to sharpen," 
head coach Jim Bevan said. "It's 
more about resting and refining 
right now. Now we're in a situation 

where we're looking for h igher 
quality [practices], and these last 
few meets are just to sharpen our 
particular events." 

The Owls have just three more 
meets before hosting the Conference 
USA Championships May 10-12 at 
the Rice T rack /Socce r Stadium, 
starting with the Texas Twilight at 
Austin tomorrow. Rice then hosts 
the Rice Twilight on Thursday and 
finishes the regular season with the 
Houston Invitational May 5. 

The Owls will be looking for 
their first C-USA title and their 
f i rs t c o n f e r e n c e c h a m p i o n s h i p 
overall since winning four of five 
Western Athletic Conference titles 
f rom 2000-2004. Bevan said the 
competition will be stiff between 

Rice, University of Texas-El Paso 
and University of Houston. 

"UTEP could be better than they 
were in indoors, and we only beat them 
by 4.5 points," Bevan said. "Houston 
didn't have the best indoor meet, but 
I would expect them to have a really 
good outdoor meet. It could end up 
boiling down to the last event, but that's 
exciting, that's what you want.' 

Rice has managed to stay rela-
tively healthy compared to previous 
years. Aside from some day-to-day 
injuries, the Owls have effectively 
coped with se tbacks like junior 
Marissa Daniels' strained hamstring 
earlier this year and have set them-
selves in a good position in t e rms of 
fielding healthy athletes. 

See CAL, page 16 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday, April 20 Sunday, April 22 
•Men's Tennis at C-USA Championships • Baseball vs. Central Florida 
All day — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 1 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Tournament runs though Sunday 
Tuesday, April 24 

•Baseball vs. Central Florida • Baseball vs. Sam Houston State 
7 p.m. — Reckling Park 7 p.m. — Reckling Park 

Saturday, April 21 Thursday, April 26 
• Baseball vs. Central Florida • Men's and Women's track at Rice Twilight Meet 
2:00 p.m. — Reckling Park All day — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

•Men's and Women's track at Texas Twilight 
All day — Mike. A. Myers Stadium, Austin, Tex. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
University of Texas right fielder Kyle Russell hit his 21st home run of the season in Rice's 7-4 victory 

over the Longhorns Tuesday, breaking UT's single season record in the process. However, Russell's 

current total is less than half of the 47 homers blasted in 1997 by former Owl Lance Berkman. 
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Men's tennis falls in finale, hosts C-USA tournament 
by Casey Michel 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Encountering a bump in the road 
always reveals something: whether 
the car has some spiffy brand-new 
shocks, for instance. Or, in the figura-
tive sense, it reveals whether or not 
a sports team has enough character 
to rebound from adversity. The meta-
phorical confrontation will be evident 
for the men's tennis team this week 
as they try to shake off last week's 
rough losses to then-No. 61 Southern 
Methodist University and then-No. 
18 University of Michigan. 

Rice will be tested this weekend 
as it hosts the Conference USA tour-
nament at Jake HessTennis Stadium 
for the first time. The 30th-ranked 
Owls dominated the last confer-
ence tournament they hosted, the 
2004 Western Athletic Conference 
tournament, for their first league 
title in more than thirty years. Rice, 
13-10 on the season and seeded 
second behind No. 21 University of 
Tulsa, begins play at 4 p.m. today 
against seventh-seed University of 
Memphis. If the Owls are victorious 
in the opening round, they will then 
face the winner of the University 
of Central Florida-SMU matchup 
Saturday at 3 p.m. The title match 
will be held at noon Sunday. 

Ixist year, Rice — holding the 
top seed — breezed through the 
early rounds and into the final, 
where they met third-seeded Tulsa. 
The Golden Hurricane, enjoying a 
palpable home court advantage, 
won a tough 4-1 match to take the 
title. However, the sour taste left 
by that loss is not what has the 
Owls licking their chops: Just two 
weeks ago, the Golden Hurricane 
edged the Owls by the slimmest of 
margins to win 4-3. 

For assistant coach Efe Ustundag 
(Baker '99), his squad's high ranking 
is deceptive but also a blessing in a 
very level playing field. 

"[Today,] everybody is equal," 
Ustundag said. "The rankings don't 
matter, who you've beaten, who 
you've lost to, it doesn't matter.... But 
we're definitely ready for this. I feel 
like we have less pressure [to win]. 
We don't have a big "X" on the back 
of our shirts—even though we're the 
second seed, we're underdogs." 

In order to win C-USA, Rice must 
perform better against rivals Tulsa 
and SMU, to whom the Owls fell 
last Friday. The Mustangs came to 
Houston looking for a repeat of last 
year's season finale, which they won 
4-3 in Dallas. This time around, rain 
forced the dual match indoors to the 
Downtown Club at the Met. Rice had 
many early opportunities to put away 
the match, taking leads of 2-0 and 
3-2 in singles. Sophomore Christoph 
Miiller, continuing his hot streak, got 
his team on the board early with a 
6-4, 6-2 win at No. 3. 

T h i s win was fol lowed at 
No. 4 by fellow sophomore Tobias 
Scheil's straight-set trouncing of 
Federico Murgier, giving the Owls 
a 2-0 advantage. But the Mustangs 
got straight-set wins at Nos. 1 and 
5 to knot the score. Junior Ralph 
Knupfer, then-ranked 95th in the 
nation, gritted out a 7-6, 6-4 win 
over SMU's David Kuczer to put 
Rice one point from victory. But 
fellow junior Hoony Shin could 
not hold on to an early lead at the 
bottom of the ladder and dropped 
in three sets, and the score was tied 
3-3 going into doubles. 

'Hie Owls once again charged to 
an early lead, this time behind the 
tandem of senior Ben Harknett and 
Miiller, who downed Oivind Alver 

and Robin Fahgen 8-3 at No. 2. Unfor-
tunately, this would be the final win of 
the day for Rice. The Mustangs came 
back to take Nos. 1 and 3, winning 
4-3, giving Rice it's sixth one-point 
loss of the season. 

Ustundag said his group fought 
hard against an underrated SMU 
team, but, in the end, the Owls could 
not close it out. 

"SMU always play us well, and 
have kind of a history of spoiling 
our season," Ustundag said. "I just 
don't think we played as well as we 
can — that's the bottom line. We're 
certainly competing, we're certainly 
giving the effort, but we're just not 
playing as well as we can." 

Two days later, the Owls hosted 
Michigan to close out both squads' 
regular seasons. Once again, Rice 
earned an early lead in doubles, as 
Harknett and new partner freshman 
Dennis Polyakov took care of busi-
ness at No. 3. The Wolverines tied it 
up at No. 1, placing everyone's eyes 
on No. 2, where senior Jason Mok 
and Miiller were facing Michigan's 
35th-ranked pairing of Ryan Heller 
and Andrew Mazlin. The Wolverine 
tandem burst out for a 7-4 lead, 
but Mok and Miiller would not be 
denied and in an impressive display 
of determination stormed back to 
take the point 9-7. 

Michigan quickly tied it up in 
singles with a win at No. 6, but Miil-
ler kept things interesting with yet 
another win. this time over Heller 6-4, 
6-2. The Rice sophomore improved 
his record in dual matches to 15-4 
this season, the best on the team and 
good enough to be named C-USA 
co-Player of the Week April 17. 

Miiller's win, however, would be 
Rice's final point as Michigan swept 
in the final four spots. Then-No. 28 
Harknett stayed with No. 50 Brian 

Owls end regular season with win 
by Casey Michel 

fHRKSHKK EOITOKIAI STAFF 

Every rare once in a while, mira-
cles happen. But what is even rarer 
is a No. 7 seed knocking off all three 
top seeds in a conference tournament 
to take a league title. Which is exactly 
what the 2(X)6 women's tennis team 
did nearly twelve months ago. 

As the wom-
en's tennis team 
prepares for next 
weekend'sC-USA 
tournament in 
Tulsa, Okla., they 
can look back at 
how last year's 
squad made that 
improbable run 
to the conference 
championsh ip . 
Starting with an 
open ing- rou nd 
throttling of tenth-
seeded University of Southern Mis-
sissippi, seventh-seeded Rice downed 
the top three seeds in the tournament 
to grab the title. 

This year, the Owls came into 
the tournament seeded tenth of 
eleven teams. Their first test lay 
with the seventh-seeded Univer-
sity of Houston, which Rice met 
yesterday at 2 p.m. The last time 
these two squads faced was Rice's 
4-1 upset of the Cougars in last 
year's C-USA semifinals. 

Head coach Roger White said 
the similarities between this and last 
year's squad are obvious. But this 
time around, the Owls will go into 
this weekend with only one thing on 
their mind: defense of their title. 

"We're in a very similar situation 
right now," White said. "We're going 
to look at the tournament as 'this is 
our title, we own it, and nobody's 
taking it from us.'" 

If the Owls win they will move on 
to meet No. 52 SMU today at 2 p.m. 
The semifinals of Rice's bracket are 
held tomorrow at the same time, and 
the championship match will take 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The women finished the 
regular season with a 6-.14 
record and a .429 winning 
percentage. Their best regular 
season came in 1982-1983 
when they smashed their way 
to a 20-3 record with an .870 
winning percentage. 

place at 10 a.m. on Sunday. 
White said the conference field is 

wide open, but that his team is the 
most prepared of the bunch. 

"[C-USA] is a nice conference 
in regards to there being a lack 
of powerhouses, so we can afford 
to play a really tough (regular 
season] schedule to give us the 
necessary experience," White said. 

"It's very decep-
tive because of 
the way tennis 
works. If you're 
going after the 
top teams [in 
the regular sea-
son], you don't 
get any credit 
for playing them 
close. There are 
teams like UAB, 
which play a lot 
of minor Divi-
sion 1 schools, 

and perform extremely well plus 
maybe get a better seeding. But 
in reality, they're not prepared for 
the level of competition." 

But before the Owls could focus 
on the upcoming tournament, they 
had to get through No. 6 Abilene 
Christian University last Friday, 
the first Division II opponent they 
have faced all year. Instead of 
playing in front of a home crowd 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium, rain, 
which had already canceled an 
earlier match against No. 36Texas 
Christian University, moved the 
play indoors to Chancellor's Fam-
ily Center in Houston. White said 
the indoor courts gave Abilene 
Christian an advantage. 

"The faster courts suited Abilene's 
play a bit more than we would have 
[liked]," White said. "[The Rice 
women] played with a lot of adver 
sity — the tough timing, indoor on 
fast courts, seemingly everything 
working to our disadvantage. That 
Friday the 13th thing was really 
kicking in." 

In addition to faster courts, the 

Owls also had to battle through 
injuries, as both junior Christine 
Dao and freshman Rebecca Lin 
were sidelined with neck ailments. 
'ITieir absence was most tangible in 
doubles, where the Wildcats swept 
the Owls in all three positions. 

However, Rice quickly regained 
its footing and dominated the begin-
ning of singles. Junior Tiffany Lee got 
thi ngs going with an easy straight-set 
win over 17th-ranked Irene Squilliaci 
at No. 2, evening up the team score. 
At the top of the ladder, freshman 
Julie Chao continued her dominance 
with a resounding 7-5, 6-1 victory 
against No. 20 Aina Rafolomanan-
tsiatosika to put the Owls in the lead 
for good. Sophomore Dominique 
Karas padded the lead with a sweep 
at No. 3, and fellow sophomore Emily 
Braid notched a win at No. 5 to clinch 
Rice's victory to put the Owls' final 
record at 6-14. 
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Hung at the top of the ladder, but 
could not hold on in the final frame, 
losing 6-3, 3-6, 7-5. 

Ustundag said his squad was 
hampered by injuries and sickness, 
but that was no excuse for their 
performance. 

"We couldn't play at [Michigan's] 

level," Ustundag said. "We had some 
good showings again, some good 
attitude, some good fight in us. But 
at the end of the day, just fighting is 
not enough to win matches. We've got 
to perform. You can always hustle to 
the ball, but sooner or later, you're 
got to do something with it." 

Brown men rally for last-
second Beer-Run win 

by Justin Hudson 
THRESHER STAFF 

After two weeks of delays, Rice 
held the 51st annual Beer-Bike 
races last Saturday. However, 
hazardous track conditions forced 
the usual cycling competitions to 
downgrade to footraces for just the 
second time in history. A dominat-
ing Will Rice College team won the 
women's race. The team led for 
seven of the ten laps in a women's 
race blowout, and Brown College 
used a dramatic come-from-behind 
effort in the final two laps to take 
the men's contest 

Instead of the customary two 
laps for the women's race and three 
laps for the men's, each runner ran 
one time around the track, regard-
less of gender. 

Because of logistical problems 
resulting from the rescheduling, 
the alumni race was cancelled, and 
some colleges competed with less 
than full teams. In the women's 
race, Martel and Hanszen Col-
leges combined to form one team, 
while Sid Richardson College did 
not field a team at all. In the men's 
race, the Sid squad consisted only 
of junior Jon Allison and sopho-
more Kisurb Choe, who alter-
nated chugging and then running 
a lap on the .33-mile track. 

The women's race began as a 
close contest, with Wiess College 
and Brown alternating the lead 
in the first two laps. By die third 
lap, however. Will Rice gained a 
slight lead, which eventually grew 
insurmountable. In its fourth lap, 
Will Rice increased its lead by 14 
seconds and never looked back, 
eventually expanding the distance 
to over a minute and winning the 
race widi a time of 16:22.30. 

The race for second place was 
much closer, with Jones edging 
Brown by a little over two second s 
in aback-and-forth struggle. The 
combined team of Hanszen and 

Mar tel finished fourth with a time 
of 18:15.75, while Lovett finished 
fifth with a time of 18:17.79. The 
GSA, Baker, and Wiess rounded 
out the field. 

Will Rice senior Liz Gleason 
believed her team's intense train-
ing regimen would have helped 
the team win regardless of the 
type of race. 

"We believed we would have 
won Beer-Bike," Gleason said. 
"I'm glad we had a chance to 
come in here and win Beer-Run. 
I think the key is that we were 
training hard, [so] we were 
prepared — biking and running 
have a lot in common." 

For most of the men's race, 
it looked as if Will Rice would 
indeed sweep both competi-
tions. The Will Rice men got 
out to a fast start, and by the 
seventh lap were leading by 
over 20 seconds. However, Jones 
College sophomore Daniel An-
tworth overcame the gap in lap 
eight to put his college in front. 
Meanwhile, Brown was also able 
to get within striking distance, 
and took over the race in the last 
two laps thanks to a pair of Rice 
varsity distance runners. 

Freshman John Buck took a 
slight lead over Antworth with a 
strong showing in the ninth lap, 
setting up an exciting final-lap 
duel between junior teammate 
Charles Hampton and Jones 
freshman Maxine Paul. Hamp-
ton was able to edge Paul by .6 
seconds down the back stretch 
to give Brown its fourth Beer-
Bike title with atime of 13:38.41. 
Jones finished second with a 
time of 13:39.00, and Will Rice 
and GSA provided another tight 
race with third- and fourth-place 
finishes at 13:48.92 and 13:49.43, 
respectively. Wiess, Martel, 
Baker, Hanszen, Lovett and 
Sid Rich finished well behind 
the top four. 
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Solares wins mile, C-USA Athlete of the Week honors 
by Stephen Whitfield 
THKESHER KIHTOR1AI.STA1T 

The men's track and field team got 
some good weather for the first time in 
awhile, and it showed in their individual 
performances. Senior Pablo Solares 
won yet again at the Rafer Johnson/ 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee Invitational last 
Friday and Saturday in Los Angeles, 
Calif. He came within less than a sec-
ond of breaking the four-minute mile, 
missing it by just 0.86 seconds, but the 
time was still good enough to win by 
more than two seconds. The victory 
was good enough for Conference USA 
to name him its men's track and field 
Athlete of the Week Tuesday. 

Solares' time at the L.A. meet is 

one of the ten fastest times in the 
world this year. Head coach Jon 
Warren Qones '88) said he would 
have done even better if the competi-
tion had paced him better. 

"Pablo won fairly easily," Warren 
said. "If he had any competition, then 
he would have been sub-four. No one 
came within 15 to 20 yards of him. 
As it is, though, that's a top-ten time 
in the world this year." 

Freshman Simon Bucknelltook the 
1 500 meters, winning with a personal-
oest time of 3 minutes, 50.20 seconds. 
The finish was much close than 
Solares'—less than two seconds sepa-
rated first from fifth — but Bucknell 
said it was the best race he has run all 
outdoor season. 
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"I sat through the race a lot, feeling 
comfortable all the way," Bucknell said. 
"I didn't make any quick decisions 
that led to a downfall. I just moved 
up to a good time.. . . I think the way 
I did it in L.A. is as close to perfect as 
I could get." 

Outside of Bucknell, two other 
Owls scored personal-bests in the 
distance events. On the first day 
of competition, sophomore Aaron 
Robson placed second in the 5,000 by 
running 14:18.27 and sophomore Jus-
tin Maxwell was second in the 10,000 
with a time of31:28.02, both personal 
bests. Warren said he enjoyed seeing 
the individual success. 

"It was a great meet," Warren said. 
"We won the mile, won the 1,500, got 
second in the 5k, and there were huge 
jumps in time [from previous meets]. I 
think liking the personal bests is a lot 
to like. It was our best meet outdoors 
by far. We had a few clunkers in there, 
but they 11 be fixed." 

Not every Owl went solely to Los 
Angeles. Senior Ixike Stadel competed 
in the Mount San Antonio College 
Relays in Walnut, Calif. April 13-14, 
throwing 176feet in the discus. Warren 
said he sent Stadel to the Mt. SAC meet 
because he wanted to take advantage 
of the area's typically strong winds. 
This year, however, the winds were 
fairly calm and had little to no effect 

on Stadel's performance. Stadel also 
competed at L A , finishing eighth in 
the discus with a mark of 175-10 and 
throwing 55-10.5 in the shot put to finish 
tied for sixth. 

Right now, the Owls are beginning 
to reach the home stretch in their prepa-
ration for the Conference USAOutdoor 
Track and Field Championships, which 
will take place at the RiceTrack/Soccer 
Stadium May 10-12. They still have a 
few meets to go before that weekend, 
though. Rice will first run in the Texas 
Twilight in Austin tomorrow, followed 
by the Rice Twilight at the Rice Track/ 
Soccer Stadium April 26. The Houston 
Invitational is scheduled for May 5, but 
since that is during finals period it is 
unlikely that any significant number of 
athletes will compete in that meet. 

Junior Omar Wright figures to be 
a key component to the Owls' C USA 
push in the high jump. With Devon 
Fanfair redshi r t ing this season, 
Wright, who barely missed out on Ail-
American honors last year, will have 
to score big if Rice is to have any shot 
at an outdoor title. Unfortunately for 
the Owls, though, heading into last 
weekend Wright had not seen any 
action since the season-openingTSU 
Relays March 30 thanks to adverse 
weather conditions. Warren said he 
would have liked to have Wright jump 
at L.A.. but because the meet did not 
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fit in with his training schedule, it was 
not wise to do so. Wright is now learn-
ing to use a ten-step run up instead 
of his previous eight steps in order 
to get better results on his jumps, 
and he was not ready to try out the 
new technique in meet competition 
last weekend. 

Warren said he was not worried 
about Wright, despite the lack of ac-
tion, because he has easily qualified 
for the NCAA tournament each of 
the past two years. 

"It's good and bad," Warren said. 
"You want a little bit more as far as 
looking at a conference level, but 
last year he went to nationals, so you 
look at the full length of the season, 
assuming he's qualifying for nation-
als, then he's going until mid-June, 
so he'll be fine as long as they don't 
cancel another meet." 

Realistically, Rice will need a 
miracle to finish any higher than 
second at the C-USA meet. The Uni-
versity of Houston has the strongest 
and deepest team in the conference 
right now, and with the University of 
Texas of F1 Paso redshirting a lot of 
athletes this year in preparation for a 
big year next year, the Cougars should 
face little opposition in several of the 
sprints and the field events. 

But Warren would not completely 
rule out the possibility that Rice could 
pull off a surprise upset. 

"If you want to go out on the full 
extreme that Rice could win the meet, 
then we would have to beat UH in every 
area that UTFP doesn't butt heads with 
them, and then we would need UTFP 
to beat them in areas where they don't 
beat us too bad, and then we need a 
lot of [otherl help," Warren said. "If 
everything fell into place, then it's not 
unfathomable that we would prevail, 
but it is highly unlikely." 

CAL 
From page 14 

"By and large we're fairly healthy, 
about 90 percent," Bevan said. "We 
have some people a little banged up, 
but we're a lot better off of where we 
were last year. ... We want to be as 
healthy as we can." 

Storms in the Berkeley area forced 
last weekend's meet to start two hours 
later than expected, but Jimoh was not 
bothered. Herjumpof21 feet, 2.5 inches 
was her second longest of the year but 
her best for record-keeping purposes. 
She scored her top jump, a 21-8.75 mark 
at theTexasSouthern Relays March 24, 
with the help of a 3.0 meters-per-second 
tailwind — too gusty for the record 
books under NCAA regulations. After 
last weekend, Jimoh remained the only 
Division-I long jumper to leap over 21 
feet this season. 

Jimoh also contributed a third-
place finish in the 100-meter hurdles, 
running against the wind for a time of 
14.60 seconds. 

The other sprinters also performed 
well. Junior Desarie Walwyn was run-
ner-up in the 100-meters and finished 
third in the 200, recording season-bests 
of 11.93 ;ind 24.35seconds, respectively. 
Fellow junior Chandra Fwing was run-
ner-up in the 400-meter hurdles, a 
little less than half a second behind 
Washington's Syreeta Martin. 

The Owls scored well in the mid-
dle distance events, led by Alfred's 
first place in the 800. She finished in 
2:11.97, just in front of junior Lennie 
Waite, who was third. Waite was also 
runner-up in the 1,500. 

Rice's long distance performances 
rounded out the successful individ-
ual weekend. Barrows' lifetime best 
17:20.70in the 5, OOOcapped the scoring 
in the California meet, and down the 
road at Mt. San Antonio College in Wal-
nut, Calif, junior Marissa I )aniels took 
third in the 10,000-meters at the Mt. 
SAC relays with an NCAA provisional 
qualifying time of 34:07.04. 

"Marissa was in the ideal situation 
to run the 10,000-meters, and she ran 
a mark that should get her to the na-
tional meet," Bevan said. "She ran an 
outstanding race." 

m 

http://WWW.MILLERAQUATICS.NET
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BASEBALL 
From page 14 

After St.Clair 's dramatic en-
trance, the Longhorns stood no 
chance. Last season's All-American 
closer appeared to return to his 
dominant 2006 form, tossing perfect 
eighth and ninth innings for his first 
save of the season. 

Longhorn right f ielder Kyle 
Russell, who blasted a pinch-hit, 
walk-off home run against the Owls 
in last year's Minute Maid College 
Classic, hit his Longhorn single-sea-
son-record 21st home run off Kelley 
in the sixth. By comparison, his re-
cord 21 home runs is only six fewer 
than the number boasted by Rice's 
entire starting lineup Tuesday. The 
solo shot to left cut the Owls' lead 
to 4-2, but the Rice offense made 
sure that Texas would not have a 
chance to take the lead. 

The Owls got on the board early, 
with center fielder Tyler Henley's 
triple to lead off the lirst and right 
fielder Chad Lembeck's subsequent 
sacrifice ily. Second baseman Jess 
Buenger's single in the fourth drove 
in first baseman Joe Savery for 
the Owls second run. Designated 
hitter Aaron Luna made sure the 
Longhorns regretted the decision to 
intentionally walk Savery with two 
outs in the fifth, slamming a two-run 
double down the left field line and 
pushing the lead to 4-1. 

Junior transfer J. P. Padron made 
the most of his opportuni ty to 
start at third base, driving a two-
out double to right-center in the 
sixth off of Longhorn side-arming 
pitcher Keith Shinaberry. After 
a walk to Henley, Lembeck lined 
a double down the left field line, 
scoring both runners and putting 
the Owls up 6-2. Savery capped the 
scoring with a blast to left to lead off 
the seventh, his third homer of the 
season and second of the week. 

The victory over Texas and the 
series win over Houston illustrated 
the significant improvements the 
Owls have made since opening day. 
While the offense struggled out of 
the gate this season, at this point any 
number of players can be counted 
on for offensive production on any 
given night. For example, in Sunday's 
11-6 victory, every Owl starter had 
at least one hit and either scored or 
drove in a run. Graham said he has 
been impressed with several Owls' 
individual batting improvements. 

"Since he's been back after the 
games that he was injured at East 
Carolina, [junior shortstop Brian] 
Friday's been outstanding," Gra-
ham said. "1 think Henley's coming 
around. Savery is ... Savery." 

Kelley has rebounded from a few 
rough starts to emerge as a reliable 

mid-week starter, and with St.Clair 
returning and Tacker joining the 
rotation, the already strong pitch-
ing staff gets a tremendous boost. 
Several other players, including 
infielder Jimmy Comerota and Jared 
Gayhart, have played well; unfor-
tunately, the team is performing 
so well right now that Graham has 
trouble rewarding all the players 
with appropriate playing time. 

"We addressed the issues we 
thought were hindering us," Savery 
said. "We decided that we're strik-
ing out too much, we're swinging at 
balls. We're not being a good situ-
ational team. We spent some extra 
time hitting balls off tees, doing 
some drills, and it's really starting 
to pay off for us." 

'Hie comparisons to the national 
championship team are striking. 
While no college pitching staff may 
ever approach the dominance of the 
Owls in 2003, the weekend trio of 
Berry, Tacker and Savery has the 
potential to shut down opponents at 
Omaha much like the Philip Humber, 
Jeff Niemann and Wade Townsend 
combination. Townsend had to work 
his way into the starting rotation 
in 2003, and his trademark spike 
curveball fooled enough hitters to 
lead the team in strikeouts. Tacker's 
own repertoire was on display in his 
first start of the season on Saturday, 
as he struck out a season-high nine 
Houston hitters in six innings of 
three-hit brilliance. 

"ITiey were lucky to do what they 
did, and even that was nothing," Gra-
ham said. 'Tliat's how good he was." 

Every indication from the team 
implies that St.Clair's arm is fine, 
and no one who witnessed Tuesday's 
three-inning appearance could say he 
will not continue to be every bit as 
unhittable as '03 closer and current 
Chicago White Sox reliever David 
Aardsma. The junior struck out two 
in his fifth and longest appearance 
since returning from an offseason 
weight training arm injury. While 
his velocity may not have matched 
last year's, he expects continued 
improvement with every outing. 

"My arm feels fine," St.Clair 
said. "It loosens up every time I go 
out there." 

The similarities to the national 
champions are not limited to the 
pitching staff. Neither offense stands 
out for their power hitters but for 
their collective ability to work oppos-
ing pitchers and get on base. In 2003, 
the team's on-base percentage was 
an impressive .394; this season, the 
Owls currently maintain an OBP of 
exactly .394. The current team's .447 
slugging average actually bests their 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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R I C E DIPLOMA FRAMING* 

Offer good through August 31, 2007 

O u r expert trainers will preserve your 

sheepskin diploma in a beautifully crafted f rame 

selected by you and our ta lented designers. 
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Sophomore second baseman Jess Buenger watches a ball into the glove of UH catcher Luis Flores Friday. Although the 
Owls lost the game 5-2, Buenger went 3-4 at the plate and recorded his fifth home run of the season. 

predecessors' season mark of .440. 
Outfielder and leadoff hitter Chris 

Kolkhorst posted a .483 OBP in 2003, 
including a Rice single-season record 
25 hit-by-pitches. Henley, the current 
team's leadoff and top-OBP hitter, 
broke Kolkhorst's career H BP record 
earlier this season and has been hit by 
19 pitches in only 40 games. 

Vinny Sinisi, whose father still 
frequently performs the national an-
them at Owls home games, hit third 
and played first base for the College 
World Series champions. Similarly, 
Savery serves as a high-average bat 
in the middle of a well-rounded lineup 
and solid defender at first base. 

Both teams get much of their 
power from an unlikely position: 
second base. Enrique Cruz's 10 
home runs tied Sinisi for the team 
lead in 2003, but his contributions are 
matched by the 2B/DH combination 

of Luna and Buenger. The two have 
combined for 11 home runs through 
41 games, and their respective .525 
and .518 slugging averages are team 
highs, as was Cruz's .563 mark. 

While Luna has been a staple in 
the lineup since opening day of2006, 
Buenger emerged as an important 
option at second base and designated 
hitter as this season progressed. 

"If he continues to hit, it changes 
a lot of things for us," Graham said. 
"He's been awesome lately." 

Buenger recorded three hits 
each last Tuesday and Friday and 
four hits Sunday. The transfer from 
Texas A&M has five homers on the 
season despite starting only 28 of 
the team's 41 games. 

Following the series with UCF 
and UAB, the team gets a week off for 
final exams before finishing off the 
last two weeks of the regular season 

at home. The schedule resumes May 
9 with a midweek game against Texas 
State University and a three-game 
series against 23rd-ranked Tulane. 
A midweek game against Baylor 
Universify and a three-game set with 
Memphis wrap up the regular season 
for the Owls. 

So far, Rice has continued last 
year's late season success. In 2006, 
the Owls lost only one game each 
in April and May and the momen-
tum carried the team deep into the 
postseason. With only one ranked 
opponent left on the regular season 
schedule, the Owls will have the 
opportunity to fix any remaining 
minor issues and cruise into the 
C-USA tournament. Their ability to 
maintain their intensity and bui'jd on 
last season's experience in Omaha 
will determine how long the Owls 
play into June. 

1** 

1 Xlarge 2-Topping Pizza £• 
four 20 oz. Coca-Cola products 

m 

S 13.99 
Valid only at Kirby location. 
Delivery charges may apply. 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
April 13-18 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

P l f t E A ABILENE CHRISTIAN 3 

April 13, 2007 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Rafolomanantsia/Squilliaci (ACU) def. Chao/Lee 

(RU) 8-3 
2. Lindloff/L.Pavlin (ACU) def. Karas/Braid (RU) 8-4 
3. Brown/D.Pavlin (ACU) def. Patenaude/Dao(RU) 

8-2 
Singles 
1. Julie Chao (RU) def. Aina Rafolomanantsia (ACU) 
7-5,6-1 
2. Tiffany Lee (RU) def. Irene Squilliaci (ACU) 6-2,6-1 
3. Domanique Karas (RU) def. Holly Lindloff (ACU) 
6-4, 6-3 
4. Meagan Brown (ACU) def. Kimberly Patenaude 
(RU) 6-4, 7-6 (7-4) 
5. Emily Braid (RU) def. Lana Pavlin (ACU) 6-2, 
0-6,6-4 
6. Dina Pavlin (ACU) def. Veronica Sagastegui (RU) 
4-6, 6-3,10-4 

(RU)S4 
2. Mok/Muller (RU) def. #35 Heller/Mazlin (Ml) 9-7 
3. Harknett/Polyakov (RU) def. Sroczynskl/Navas 
(Ml) 8-3 

Singles 
1. #50 Brian Hung (Ml) def. #28 Ben Harknett (RU) 
6-3, 3-6, 7-5 
2. # 68 Matko Mara c (Ml) def. # 95 Ralph Knupfer 
(RU) 6-1. 6-2 

3. Christoph Muller (RU) def. Ryan Heller (Ml) 6-4, 

6-2 

4. Andrew Mazlin (Ml) def. Tobias Scheil (RU) 6-4, 
6-1 
5. Mike Sroczynski (Ml) def. Jason Mok (RU) 1-6, 
6-4, 6-3 
6. George Navas (Ml) def. Hoony Shin (RU) 6-3, 6-0 

SMU 4 RICE 3 
April 13, 200V — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Murgier/Skrypko (SMU) def. #59 Knupfer/Scheil 
(RU) 8-4 
2. Harknett/Miiller (RU) def. Alver/Fahgen (SMU) 8-3 
3. Kuczer/Solares (SMU) def. Polyakov/Mok (RU) 8-3 

Singles 
1. #72 Alex Skrypko (SMU) def. #28 Ben Harknett 
(RU) 6-3, 6-4 
2. #95 Ralph Knupfer (RU) def. David Kuczer tSMU) 
7-6,6-4 
3. Christoph Muller (RU) def. Oivind Alver (SMU) 
6-4,6-4 
4. Tobias Scheil (RU) def. Federico Murgier (SMU) 
6-2,6-2 
5. Robin Fahgen (SMU) def. Jason Mok (RU) 6-3, 6-2 
6. Adolfo Solares (SMU) def. Hoony Shin (RU) 6-7. 
6-3, 6-0 

BASEBALL 

MEN'S TENNIS 

MICHIGAN 5 RICE 2 
April 15, 2007 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 
1. #3 Maravic/Hung (Ml) def. #59 Knupfer/Scheil 

TEXAS 4 RICE 7 
April 17, 2007 — Reckling Park 

Texas (31-10) Rice (30-11) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Danks If 5 0 0 0 Henley cf 3 3 1 0 
Wheeless l b 4 0 0 0 Lembeck rf 3 0 1 3 
Russell rf 2 2 1 1 Friday ss 5 0 2 1 

Laser Treatment 
for Acne 
Research Study 

Looking for patients 18 and older 
with moderate to severe acne 

(approximately 20 lesions) willing 
to participate in our research study. 

You will receive a stipend for 
participating. 

For further information, 
call Sarah at 

713-791 -9966 
2EEE 

Apr 20 7-9 pm • FREE TALK 
Apr 21-22 • MEDITATION RETREAT 

DOMINICAN SISTERS RETREAT HOUSE 
6501 ALMEDA ROAD • HOUSTON, TX 

Suttle 3b 3 0 1 
Mldnhauer dh 2 0 0 

1 0 0 
4 0 1 
4 1 1 
4 1 1 
4 0 1 

Prince dh 
Clark c 
Peoples cf 
Fuller ss 
Tucker 2b 
Wood p 
McCrory p 
Shinaberry p 
Harris p 
Boone p 
Posey p 

Totals 33 4 6 

0 Savery l b 
0 Luna dh 
0 Buenger 2b 
1 Dodson If 
0 Lehmann c 

2 1 1 
O i l 
O i l 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

Seastrunk ph 1 0 0 0 
Reagan c 
Padron 3b 

Kelley p 
Lonergan p 
St. Clair p 

2 Totals 

1 0 0 0 
3 2 1 0 

30 7 8 7 

Scon by Inning R H E 
Rice 100 4 0 1 320 — 11 16 0 
UH 020 003 010 — 6 11 1 

E — Presley (5). LOB — Rice 9; Houston 13. 
2B — Henley (6), Gayhart 2 (6), Friday (17), Buenger 
2 (7), Seastrunk (8); Cesario (9). 3B — Lehmann 
(1). HR — Henley (3), Reagan (2). HBP — Pounds, 
Wallace. SH — Friday 2 (7), Reagan (6); C. Joseph 
(3). Wallace (2). SF — Lehmann (3). 

Tacker(7-1) 
Bramhall 
Langwell 

UH 
Touchton 
Raviele 

Attendance — 1834 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
6.0 3 0 0 1 9 24 
1 . 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 
1 . 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
5.010 8 7 2 2 28 
3.0 5 4 3 1 0 17 

Score by Inning R H E 
Texas 000 101 200 — 4 6 0 
Rice 100 122 10X — 7 8 1 

E— Lonergan (1). LOB — Texas 6; Rice 9. 2B — Lem-
beck (3); Luna (13); Padron (2). 3B — Henley (2). 
HR — K. Russell (21); Savery (3). HBP—Suttle; Savery. 
SH — Moldenhauer (1); Lembeck (4). SF — Lembeck 
(2). SB — Tucker (17); Friday (7); Luna (4). 

Rice 
Savery 
Bramhall 
Lonergan (4-0) 
St.Clair 

UH 
Flores (1-1) 
Hancock 
Wright 
Laird 
Joseph 

Attendance — 2029 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
4.1 5 2 2 4 0 22 
1.1 3 3 3 2 1 10 
1.20 0 0 0 2 6 
1.2 3 1 1 0 2 8 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
3.1 4 4 4 1 1 15 
1.0 5 1 1 0 1 8 
2 . 0 3 3 3 0 1 9 
1 .04 3 3 2 1 9 
1 . 2 0 0 0 1 4 6 

RICE 2 HOUSTON S 
April 13, 2007 — Cougar Field, Houston,Tex. 

Rice (27-11) 
Name (pos) ABR 

Rice 
Kelley (0-2) 
Berry 
Gayhart 

Texas 
Wood (4-0) 
McCrory 
Krebs 
Boone 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
4.0 5 3 3 3 5 2 1 
1 . 1 2 2 0 1 1 8 
2.2 1 1 1 1 1 9 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
5.2 3 2 0 0 2 2 1 
0.2 1 2 0 0 1 5 
1 . 2 1 0 0 1 1 7 
1 . 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 

RICE 12 HOUSTON 0 

RICE 1 1 HOUSTON 6 
April 15, 2007 — Cougar Field, Houston,Tex. 

Rice (29-11) UH (19-16) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) AB 
Henley cf 5 2 2 2 Lormon 2b 5 
Gayhart rf 5 1 2 1 Joseph rf 3 
Padron 3b 1 0 0 0 Fanaselle rf 1 

Friday ss 3 1 1 0 Cesario If 5 
Savery p/dh 3 1 1 0 Kingsbury 3b 4 
Buenger 2b 5 2 4 2 Stirneman l b 4 
Seastrunk 3b 4 2 2 3 Flores p/dh 5 
Lembeck rf 1 0 0 0 Presley cf 4 

Dodson If 5 1 1 0 Pounds ss 3 
Lehmann l b 3 0 1 2 Wallace c 2 
Reagan c 4 1 2 1 Hancock p 
Bramhall p Wright p 
Lonergan p Laird p 
St.Clair p Joseph p 

Totals 39111611 Totals 36 

R H Bl 
1 1 2 

1 0 
0 0 
1 1 
2 1 
2 2 
1 0 
2 0 
1 0 
0 0 

April 14, 2007 — Cougar Field, Houston, Tex. 

Rice (28-11) UH (19-15) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) AB R HBl 
Henley cf 2 2 2 0 Lormand 2b 4 0 0 0 
Gayhart rf 3 2 2 3 Fanaselle dh 4 0 0 0 
Lembeck rf 2 0 0 0 Cesario If 3 0 1 0 

Friday ss 5 3 3 2 Kingsbury 3b 3 0 1 0 
Savery l b 4 2 4 3 Stirneman l b 3 0 0 0 
Buenger 2b 5 1 0 0 Flores c 3 0 0 0 
Luna dh 5 0 1 1 Wallace c 0 0 0 0 
Seastrunk 3b 2 0 0 0 Pounds ss 3 0 0 0 
Padron 3b 1 0 0 0 Presley cf 2 0 0 0 

Lehmann c 3 1 0 0 Joseph rf 3 0 1 0 
Reagan ph/c 1 0 0 0 Touchton p 

Tacker p Raviele p 
Bramhall p 
Langwell p 

Totals 37121510Totals 28 0 3 0 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 200 313 030 — 9 9 1 
UH 000 000 00X — 6 5 2 

E — Buenger 2 (9), Tacker (2); Lormond (10), Kings-
bury (12). DP — Rice 1; Houston 2. LOB — Rice 9; 
Houston 7. 2B — Gayhart (4), Friday (16), Dodson (8). 
HR — Gayhart (1). HBP — Henley 2, Padron, Lehmann; 
Kingsbury. SF — Dodson. CS — Henley (2). 

Friday ss 
Gayhart rf 
Henley cf 
Savery l b 
Dodson If 
Luna dh 
Buenger 2b 
Seastrunk 3b 4 0 
Lehmann c 2 0 
Berry p 
Lonergan p 

4 1 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
4 1 

Totals 33 2 

UH (19-14) 
H Bl Name (pos) 
1 0 Lormand 2b 

0 Fanaselle dh 
0 Cesario If 
1 Kingsbury 3b 
0 Stirneman l b 
0 Tully rf 
1 Joseph rf 
0 Flores c 

0 0 Pounds ss 
Presley cf 
Brown p 
Wright p 

7 2 Totals 

H Bl 
1 1 
1 1 
1 0 
1 1 
1 1 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 0 0 
1 1 0 

Score by Inning 
Rice 100 000 100 
UH 100 003 10X 

R H E 
2 7 0 
5 7 0 

DP — Rice 1; Houston 1. LOB — Rice 6; Houston 4. 
2B—Henley 5, Buenger (5), Kingsbury (5). HR—Buenger 
(5), Fanaselle (2). SH — Lormand (4), Pounds (3). 

Rice 
Berry (5-2) 
Lonergan 

UH 
Brown (5-2) 
Wright 

Attendance — 1547 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
7 . 1 7 5 5 3 7 31 
0.20 0 0 0 1 2 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
7.0 6 2 2 2 4 28 
2 . 0 1 0 0 0 2 7 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
All this damn text is stifling my creative genius! 
Joker's look: gray, scarred skin and ragged, patched 
clothes. Nice. 
I'm going to miss Tasha....not! 
Dylan will say something here: 
And here: 
AND here: 

Defense takes Spring Game 26-18 
by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHKK EDITORIAL STAFF 

520-792-6585 www.starintheeast.org 

The football team concluded two 
weeks of spring practices by pitting 
the of fense and defense against 
each other in the annual Spring 
Football Game. Held Saturday at 
Rice Stadium, the game itself was 
thrilling enough — the defense got 
th ree straight sacks in the game ' s 
final ser ies to p re se rve a 26-18 
vic tory — but wins and losses 
were not the main point. Rather, 
first-year head coach David Bailiff 
and his coaching staff wanted to 
evaluate how the team fared in 
g a m e conditions. 

Bailif f said he thought the defense 
showed marked improvement with 
its last-minute stand. 

"I was really excited about the 
defense," Bailiff said. "The other 14 
practices, when we've done the two-
minute drill, the offense has just run 
down the field and scored." 

F reshman defensive end J a m e s 
Casey was a pleasant surpr ise in 
the spr ing game . A 22-year-old 
who spent the past four years play-
ing minor-league baseball, Casey 
wreaked havoc in the backfield, 
cons tan t ly put t ing p r e s s u r e on 
s o p h o m o r e q u a r t e r b a c k C h a s e 
Clement . Even though he has been 
out of football for a while, Casey 
should be a good fit for the new 
4-2-5 defense Bailiff will employ 
next season. 

T h e switch f rom last y e a r ' s 
3-3-5 stack to the 4-2-5 puts one 
m o r e defensive l ineman on the 
field and removes a l inebacker. 
Having the four-man line allows 
smaller, quicker defensive ends , 
like the 6-foot, 4-inch, 245-pound 
Casey, to disrupt the edge . 

Casey said his time away from 
football will help him this season. 

"I couldn't imagine coming here 
straight out of high school," he said. 
"I'm so much more mature now." 

Moving to a four-man front should 
help against the run, but it will put a 
burden on the young players. Both 
the offensive and defensive line are 
thin this year, and new recruits must 
fill in the two-deep rosters. 

The runn ing game has attracted 
the most attention so far on offense. 
With Quinton Smith, last year ' s 
l ead ing ru she r , g r a d u a t i n g this 
semester , a three-way battle has 
emerged for the s tar t ing runn ing 
back spot . S o p h o m o r e M a r c u s 
Knox is a key competi tor — he led 
all r u n n e r s with 68 yards, including 

a 49-yard cutback scamper that was 
the longest play during the game. 
Also looking for carr ies are junior 
Bio Bilaye-Benibo and sophomore 
C.J. Ugokwe. The running game 
was inconsistent in the scrimmage, 
possibly because of a slight change 
in the blocking schemes . 

YOU KNOW? 
The Blue-Gray Game was new 
head coach David Bailiff's 
first opportunity to see the 
Owls in a simulated game. 
Bailiff comes to Rice from 
Texas State sporting an all-
time record of 21-15 in three 
years with the Bobcats. 

Although the coaching staff has 
slightly tweaked those schemes, 
fans should not expect the offense 
to look radically different from last 
year 's unit. Bailiff and offensive 
coordinator Tom Herman plan to 
continue running a spread offense 
with multiple receiver sets. 

T h e main weapon in the Owls' 
o f fense , junior Ail-American re-
ce iver J a r e t t Dillard, saw little 

playing t ime in the spring game, 
ca tch ing jus t one pass for lOyards. 
T h e c o a c h e s l imi ted Di l l a rd ' s 
playing t ime b e c a u s e they saw 
no need to risk significant injury 
for one of their prized assets . And 
Di l la rd ' s n e a r - a b s e n c e al lowed 
other receivers to shine. Clement 
competed 17 passes to 9 di f ferent 
receivers , throwing for 188 yards 
and a t o u c h d o w n . Both sen io r 
Joel Arms t rong and sophomore 
Toren Dixon played well for the 
offense , combining for 9 ca tches 
and 96 yards . 

The Owls are also concerned 
about an open punting spot. Senior 
Jared Scruggs averaged almost 39 
yards per punt last year, a huge void 
Rice needs to fill. Junior Luke Juist 
filled in for the spring game, punting 
seven times for 224 yards. 

T h e spr ing featured a new scor-
ing sys tem to fix the p rob lems 
associated with pitting the of fense 
and de fense against each other. 
T h e s y s t e m awarded points to 
the de fense for plays like sacks, 
three-and-out possess ions by the 
of fense and turnovers. The offense 
got points for explosive plays and 
drives sustained for th ree or more 
first downs, as well as normal scor-
ing plays. 

SCANDAL 
From page 14 

violations hearing is something 
to really brag about. 

So if the Rice baseball team 
wants to really take it to the big 
leagues, our players are going 
to have to make a few changes 
and learn some lessons from 
Maurice Clarett and those guys 
from Oklahoma. It could start 
off slow: Our newest pi tcher 
could be an ex-con with torn-off 
sleeves. Or maybe one of the 
practice ca tchers could get in 
trouble with RUPD for provid-
ing alcohol to a minor at Pub. 
But to be really epic, that small 
charge had bet ter turn into a 
t runk full of pot and a shotgun 
in the backseat . 

Between now and playoffs, 
the team needs no fewer than 
two players caught for posses-
sion of cocaine, at least one sex 
scandal , and doping cha rges up 

and down the roster. Finally, 
enough with the art icles about 
how Joe Savery is America 's 
swee thear t . F rom now on, he ' s 
wor th less until he ge t s caught 
with a stripper. 

Sure it may be tough, it may 
be dangerous, it may be against 
everything that Rice stands for. 
But if our baseball team wants 
t rue recognition like those state 
school teams, or if the ()wls want 
to make it to the big leagues, 
they are going to have to think 
outside the batter 's box and com-
mit some felonies. 

So when the team goes up to 
Omaha this year, let's hope that 
is it part of high speed chase. 
That 's when we'll know they've 
made it big. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
junior and executive editor. 

http://www.starintheeast.org
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SUNDAY 

FRIDAY 

Not really Earth Day 
20 

may 1 8 Mighty mouse rocks 
2 9 

MONDAY 

But the Environmental Club 
couldn't help the chance to 
advertise for an event on 4/20. 
From 3-5 p.m. at Ray Court-
yard, free food and environ-
mental awareness information 
will be doled out. Also, today 
is the Rice Program Council's 
Third Friday, which is just like 
First Friday, only not. So for 
food, First Friday that's really 
Third Friday, free T-shirts — 
did I mention the T-shirts 

before? — and environmental 
awareness, head to Ray Court-
yard this afternoon. 

SATURDAY 

Dance-off 

So it may not by the type 
of dance-off that ordinarily 
comes to mind, but a powwow 
pitting various tribes against 
one another in competition is, 
in fact, a dance off. Today 
is the ninth annual Rice 
Native American Student 
Association Powwow. From 
8 p.m. - 12 a.m. on the lit 
intramural fields dancers and 
tribes from across the nation 
will compete in a celebration 
of Native American culture. 

Wash the sheet first 

Especially if you bought it 
at Value Village. Today is 
Bacchanalia, the most kickin' 
toga party on Rice's campus 
year in and year out. While 

Bacchanalia may be the only 
toga party on Rice's campus 
year in and year out, it's still 
usually pretty kickin'. Tonight 
from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m., you can 
join your fellow Rice students 
enjoying one of the most clas-
sic college party themes of 
all time. 

TUESDAY 

Down on the farm 

Or better yet, bring the farm 
to you. A new farmer's market 
has a weekly home in the 
Greenbriar Lot Tuesdays from 
3:30 - 7 p.m., and they would 
love for you to come see what 
they have to offer. Get fresh 
produce and other farm-raised 
products without even hav-
ing to leave campus. While 
weekly selection may vary, 
you can find everything from 
goat cheese to fresh fruit, and 
all sorts of delicious samples 
await shoppers. 

But so do a bunch of other 
super heroes, I suppose. Today 
is the President and Dean of 
Undergraduates' "Super Hero" 
study break from 9-11 p.m. 
in the Student Center. l ike 
always, there will be tons of 
free food, free stuff and fun 
activities that can lead to free 
food and free stuff. Stop by for 
ten minutes or the whole two 
hours — and bonus points to 
anyone that shows up in a cape 
or a unitard. If you show up in 
a cape and a unitard, well that's 
just overkill. 

And ... I'm spent 

Finals period is over today at 
5 p.m. All those pesky take-
homes are due, and that one 
final that you just had to have 
scheduled for today at 3 p.m. 
is over, and you can focus on 
whatever you're going to do 
this summer. Like saying good-
bye to writing the calendar — 
it has been a good run, old 
friends, but I'll be leaving you 
in capable hands. 

SUBMIT AN EVENT 
Deadline is Monday at 12 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 
Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 

Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 

on a space available basis. 

MONDAY 30 

WEDNESDAY 

The end is near 

On second thought, the end is 
here. Of classes, that is. While 
lots of labs and some classes 
do not meet today, today is the 
absolute last day of classes 
for Rice students. If you're not 
graduating, you have a reading 
period until Monday — seniors 
get to start exams tomorrow, 
but I feel like most of them are 
probably okay with that, seeing 
as how they get to graduate. 

Really? 

Really really. Exams for non-
graduating students start today, 
and continue until May 7. Yes, 
to some of us this means that 
the "reading" period is over, so 
now it's time to actually start 
studying, or something like 
that. As a side note, 1 would 
like to apologize for writing 
"really really" in the calendar, 
1 just don't know what came 
over me. 

THURSDAY 

Hey, that's you 

You young alumni, you. All 
graduating students are 
invited to the Rice Alumni 
Association's New Alumni 
Picnic from 12-2 p.m. at the 
O'Connor House. It's a chance 
to meet people who are just 
like you'll be in a couple 
years. No, wait: nine davs. 

c e l e b r a t e . i 

rearm 
day 

www.r ice.Bdu/coffeehouse 

£ 

PICTURE YOURSELF HERE. 

r t T f 

use Viterbi 
School of Engineering 

INFORMATION SESSION 

Saturday, April 28 

Doubletree Hotel 
5353 Westheimer Road 

Houston, TX 77056 

8:30am or 10:30am sessions available. 

Ranked top ten by U.S. News & World 

Report 

Over 60 Master of Science programs 

Ideal Location in Los Angeles 

USC Register today! 
UNIVERSITY 

OF SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 
viterbi.masters@usc.edu or call (877) 827-5716 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.rice.Bdu/coffeehouse
mailto:viterbi.masters@usc.edu
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A 10:00 a.m.: Wake up, go to the servery and eat a waffle, grapefruit, omelet, yoghurt and Cap'n 
Crunch. Giggle mercilessly at the Wall Street Journal editorials. 

B — 10:45 a.m.: Go to Lovett Hall and stare in awe at the mysterious carvings in the columns. Notice 
that the carvings of the freshmen are all staring at the carvings of mermaid women next to them. 

C — 11:30 a.m.: Wander over to 45, 90,180 and feel just tiny. How did they get those there?! Nap. 
D — 12:30 p.m.: Short stop at Valhalla for a lunch of beer and chips. 
E — 1:10 p.m.: Walk in late to HIST 370: European Intellectual History. Bask in the glory of Zammito's 

lecture about monads. You know, Leibniz actually is starting to make some sense. 
F — 2:00 p.m.: Walk over to Lovett College Night. Hey, it really does look like a toaster! Mmm, toasted. 
G — 4:20 p.m.: Starting to feel a little down. Walk over to Hanszen old section third floor. Breathe in. 

Better. Chill on sundeck. 
H — 5;3o p.m.: Go play right field in ThresherM softball game. Let fly ball land right at your feet and 

have Dylan sprint over to throw it in. 
I — 6:15 p.m.: Friend drives you to Cici's Pizza. Listen to Belle and Sebastian on the way. Eat three 

pizzas. Delicious, delicious cardboard. 
J — 8:30 p.m.: Go to friend's room to watch Aqua Teen Hunger Force. Plaque is a figment of the 

liberal media and the dental industry to scare you into buying useless appliances and pastes. Now, 
I've read the arguments on both sides, and I haven't found any evidence yet to support the need to 
brush your teeth. Ever. 

K — 11:30 p.m.: Go to Thresher office to make the Backpage. Eat the can of whipped cream in the 
fridge and fall asleep on the couch. 

HOW TO FILL OUT YOUR ONLINE 

COURSE AND PROFESSOR EVALUATIONS 

In the past, when you filled out the written section of course evals, It was 
by hand, so you could express yourself via hand-drawn pictures. Nothing 

communicates opinions about a professor like a hand-turkey or a drawing 
of you running out of the room In celebration of the last day. But with evals 
online, drawings have become a thing of the past.. . or have they? 

Two words: ASCII ART!!! 

( • ) ( • ) — ASCII BOOBS 
This means that the professors 
was a boob: ill prepared, absent 
minded and overall bad teacher. 

o \ 
,( ' 

Y\ 
/ A \ \ \ — ASCII ROBIN 

This means that the class was 
boring, so you spent the whole 
time staring out the window at 
the robins hopping around in the 
grass. Or you had Dean Forman 

fe~£-
L \ 

: L O L : R O F L : R O F L 
A 

[ ] \ 

ROFL C O P T E R ! ! ! 

— ASCII ROFLCOPTER 
This means that the professor's 
flashbacks to buzzin' Charlie in 
'Nam were hilarious. 
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"\ A' ' ( / )) 
I J \ , / „'\ ( 
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/_(/_( /_( /_( 
— ASCII BISON 
This means that, like the North 
American Bison, government 
funding is protecting the profes-
sor's research from extinction. 

/ @| Tenure! 
/ | | Tenure! 
~| | Tenure! 

L \ — l _ l 
(* )@@@========== ========(*)(*)\ 

— ASCII TENURE TRUCK 
You just hit the professor with 
a tenure truck! This means that 
your ptofessor was so good, you 
think she should never be 
fired ... of course unless she says 
embarrassing things during the 
Beer Debates. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

FLEXIBLE HOURS: WE work around 
your schedule. Private school in Museum 
District needs substitutes and assistant 
teachers. Call Tara at (713) 520-0738. 

BUSINESS IS BOOMING! Texas 
Land & Cattle S teakhouse is looking 
for great people to fill all posit ions 
at all locations in the Houston area. 
Apply in person at any Texas Land 
& Cattle. 

WATER SAFETY INSTRUCTORS 
and Lifeguards Needed! Full t ime 
pos i t i ons with p r iva te s c h o o l in 
M u s e u m Dis t r i c t ava i lab le f rom 
the end of May th rough the first 
week of August Good pay! I>ots of 
fun with children 3-12 yrs old! Call 
(713) 520-0738. 

BEING A C C E P T E D T O Medica l 
School has never been more chal-
lenging . I can he lp with g u i d e d 
essay development, interview prep 
and an individualized applicat ion 
plan. Dr Esworthy. (607) 217-4871. 
www. esworthyconsulting. com. 

WEST U FAMILY s e e k s s u m m e r 
babysitter for 3 children, ages 7 ,9 and 
12. Must have own transportation, valid 
driver's liscense and strong references. 
Approx 30 hrs /week, flexible. $12/hr+ 
gas. Interested persons should contact 
Anne at ahc@embpc.com. 

SUMMER E M P L O Y M E N T : STU-
D E N T Office Assis tant for E a r t h 
Science Dept.; general office duties, 
campus er rands , o ther dut ies as as-
signed; 20-30 h r s / w k ; $8.50/hr. Call 
(713) 348-4880. 

you love us 

'm.m. 

EXPERIENCED BARISTA WANTED 
to help start-up and run new concept 
chain. Call (281) 829-6188 xl()8 or fax 
resume to (281) 829-6813. Immediate 
employment. 

EARN $8(X)-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with adsplaced on them. 
www.AdCarKey.com. 

PART-TIME FILER needed for medi-
cal office near the medical center. 20 
h r s / w e e k . MUST KNOW YOUR 
ALPHABET. Please contact Tammv @ 
(713) 667-8292 for interview. 

THE WEEK1EY FAMILYYMC Ais look-
ing for CERTIFIED lifeguards to work 
mornings, afternoons, evenings and/or 
weekends to join our team. Candidates 
must have CURRENT certifications in: 
lifeguarding (YMCAor Red Cross), CPR 
for the Professional Rescuer or Health-
care Provider, and First Aid. Certification 
in AED and Oxygen Administration. 
Must be be at least 16years of age. Holly 
Jenkins at hollyj@ymcahouston.org. 

GREENWAY PIAZA EARLY childhood 
center is hiring part-time teachers and 
subs for the spring and summer. Great 
experience and work environment.Call 
(713) 402-5097 or email your resume to 
kbowman@stlukes-hou. org. 

LAWYER NEAR C A M P U S s e e k s 
part-time help: filing, word-processing, 
errands, research, general office tasks. 
E-mail resume or letter of interest to: 
freddietrich @msn. com. 

ATTENTION ALL PSYCHOLOGY 
students!! Local autism t rea tment 
clinic looking for therapis ts . No 
e x p e r i e n c e r e q u i r e d . Emai l re-
sume to: tdrake@drharris.org or call 
(832) 875-8927 

P / T RECEPTIONIST M-F in the 
af ternoons and Saturday mornings. 
Duties include receptionist/clerical 
duties, calling for insurance verification 
and calling on insurance claims. Call 
(713) 522-2500 and ask to speak to Dr. 
Margaret Payne. 

NEED BABYSITTER T O pick up two 
girls, 8 and 12 years , from a Memorial 
School around 4 pm, drive home to 
Sugarland and babysit. Also needed 
during summer. Call (281)242 0875 

FREE RENT!!! WORK from home!!! 
12 m o n t h c o m m i t m e n t r e q u i r e d , 
apar tment manager needed close to 
Rice Campus, call for more details. 
7901 Cambridge Houston, TX 77054. 
Travis (832) 643-2888. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

ORDER YOUR RICE RING anytime 
in the bookstore once you have 90 
class hours or are a second-year Jones 
School student. 

MOVING OFF CAMPUS next year? 
Everything Must Go Sale! TVs, Movies, 
Games, Queen Bed, Dresser, Office 
Chair, Desk, Shelves, and more. Con-
tact rwmat1@rice.edu if interested. 

ITPAYSTOWORKFORTHETHRESH-
ER. Really. Email thresher@rice.edu if 
you want to get involved. 

THRESH ER BOUND VOLUM ES avail-
able for sale. To order, contact thresher-
biz@rice.edu. Volume will include all 
issues of the Thresher from August 
2006 to May 2007. $130 per copy. 

LEAVING RICE THIS MAY? If you want 
the 2006-07 undergraduate yearbook 
mailed to you next fall, send $7.50 
(payable to the Campanile) and your 
mailing address to the Campanile, 
MS-526. Also, if you haven't picked 
up your yearbooks for your f reshman, 
sophomore and /o r junior years, drop 
by the Clubs Office, Campanile office 
or Office of Student Media (all in the 
Student Center). 

C O L L E G E C R E S T T - S H I R T S In 
honor of the 50th anniversary of the 
college system, the books tore has 
college-specific Tsh i r t s on sale for 
only $9.99. The sh i r t s feature a col-
lege crest on the front (9 different 
styles, of course) and the anniversary 
logo on the sleeve. 

HOUSING 

TIRED OF SHARING a room? Rice 
student looking to share his house in 
nice, quiet neighborhood 3 miles from 
campus. 2 bedrooms available. $375/ 
room + split bills. Available for sum-
mer and/or next year. (832) 881-7327 
jcrow62@rice.edu. 

HOME FOR LEASE (800sq.ft). Recently 
renovated. 2 BD/lBath , wood floors, 
w/d hookup, large fenced-in yard, close 
to campus, 45-S/Broadway, kitchen/din-
ing/living rooms, deposit (first month's 
rent)+ $750/month. (713) 301-3973 
(Grafton Street) 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. BIKE to Rice. 
Two bedroom, one bath apartment in 
updated building at 1301 Richmond. 
Hardwood floors, central air and heat, 
off street parking, on-site laundry. Avail-
able now. $735 with lease and deposit. 
Andover (713) 524-3344. 

FURNISHED APARTMENT, $399 
MOVE IN SPECIAL with THIS AD 
ONLY, 7901 Cambridge Houston, TX 
77054. Studio $525, 1 Bedroom $625 
W/D, Gated complex, pool, close to Rice. 
Call (713) 729-4110 for appointment. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any reason 
and does not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. 
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