
the Rice 
] i 

Vol. XCIV, Issue No . 24 SINCE 1916 Friday, March 23 , 2 0 0 7 

War in Iraq 
h 19, 2003-present 

In remembrance Jf 
, a Kta S h e r e e C a n n o n , 2 0 

Navy Seaman 
pied October 25, 2003 

million Iraqis displaced 
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In commemoration 
Students of the Rice chapter of Amnesty International tied tributes around trees and lampposts on campus to 
commemorate the fourth anniversary of the war in Iraq and those who died in it. 

Campus gears up 
for 51st Beer-Bike 

by Stephanie Jennings 
THRESHER STAFF 

M a r c h 31 m a r k s t h e 50 th 
anniversary of Beer-Bike, an annual 
Rice tradition, and in addition to 
celebratory events including a com-
memorat ive race, there will also 
be str icter ru les to follow during 
the parade. 

Campus-wide co -coord ina to r 
T e d d y B u c h e r said b e f o r e t h e 
alumni race, there will be a tr ibute 
race with one biker from each of the 
nine colleges and the Graduate Stu-
dent Association will chug a small 
amount of beer and race around the 
track to commemora te Beer-Bike's 
50th anniversary. 

"This has no bearing on the of-
ficial Beer-Bike standings, and we've 
been trying to s t ress that this is 
something fun that the teams don't 
need to train for," Bucher, a Jones 
College junior, said. 

Bucher said the biker would pref-
erably be an alumnus of the college, 
but any member of the college over 
21 could participate. 

"We wanted to do something re-
ally special for the 50th anniversary 
of college sys tem, as Beer-Bike 
started out as competition between 
the colleges," Bucher said. 

In the original Beer-Bike race, 
bikers would chug a small amount 
of beer and then race around the 
Inner Loop. 

C a m p u s - w i d e Bee r -B ike co-
coordinator Sanya Desai said the 
commemorat ive race is going to 
be held at the track instead of the 
Inner Loop because the Inner Loop 
would not be able to be blocked off 
for the race. 

Desai, a Brown College junior, 
said the only change to the race is a 
formalization of race-stopping proce-
dures in last year 's race, when judges 
around the track had stop signs to 
use to signal racers to stop. 

In case of an emergency, the 
campus-wide coordinators would 
notify the judges to use the signs to 
stop the race. 

In the case of rain, the race will 
be run on foot, and each college 

see BIKE, Page 5 

Rondelet cancelled 
RPC blames low attendance, financial 
risk for spring format's discontinuation 

by Lily Chun 
THRESHER ICDITORIAI STAFF 

Rondelet, Rice's spring formal 
and a tradition since 1947, was 
canceled by the Rice Program 
Council thisyear due to dwindling 
attendance and a loss of profit over 
the last few years. Traditionally 
held during Willy Week, Rondelet 
usually makes less money than 
Esperanza, the fall formal. 

List year, Rondelet had a net 
loss of $3,000 after ticket sales. 

"Last year, the numbers went 
down," Formals Co-Chair Monisa 
Chakraborty said. We even had 
lower ticket prices in recent years 
trying to get students out there, 
but we're only able to subsidize 
so much." 

Chakraborty, a Brown College 
senior, said competition with the 
Senior Gala and Archi-Arts are 
possible explanat ions for the 
decreasing attendance. 

Additionally, Esperanza lost 
money thisyear, forabout the tenth 
time in a row, so holding Rondelet 
would have been more expensive 
than in previous years. 

"Doing the event is a big risk 
becauseyou're spending thousands 
of dollars in students' blanket kix 
money," Chakraborty said. 

Chakraborty said last year 
RPC heard studentsdid not really 
want a formal event. 

"Even Esperanza has become 
a semi-formal event," she said. 
"We tried to have an alternate 
event at Dave and Buster 's last 
year, and even that didn't go 
too well." 

Sid Richardson College junior 
Shinhae Lee said not many people 
seem to go to Rondelet. 

"I don't think about going 
b e c a u s e i t ' s not a s b ig a s 
Esperanza," she said. "It was 

never that appealing to me." 
Baker College sophomore 

Steven Ricondo said he was 
disappointed that Rondelet was 
cancelled. 

"I was planning on going," he 
said. "I heard they were putting 
everything in Esperanza, but I 
think it would be nice to have 
something in the spring." 

Rondelet replaced May Fete 
as Rice's spring formal in 1947 
and was held annually through 
last year. 

Chakraborty said the spring 
formal could happen again in 
the future with more student 
involvement. 

"There are only probably a 
handful of students who actually 
run all these events," she said. 
"So it kind of becomes hard [to 
plan for Rondelet! with Willy 
Week, and RPC is in charge of 
Willy Week. 

In the past, there have been 
m o r e s t u d e n t s involved, so 
it's been easier. This is what 
happens when we don't have 
enough manpower." 

Sid sophomore Reem Sabouni 
said Rondelet should be re-
instituted with some changes. 

"I think they should give it 
a facelift to try to give it more 
publicity," she said. "They could 
find a cool venue. It 's really 
important that they have good 
music like hip-hop and reggaeton 
instead of the bad music at a lot of 
the parties. The biggest thing is 
that people don't want to pay $25 
to go to it." 

Chakraborty said the money 
saved from Rondelet thisyear will 
be used for Esperanza next year. 
Possible venues for Esperanza 
next year include the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science and 
Minute Maid Park. 

Monthly student literary magazine debuts 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHER STAFF 

The Rice Standard, a new magazine des igned 
for the Rice community, was publ ished and dis-
t r ibu ted on c a m p u s March 19. T h r e e s t u d e n t s 
developed the Standard — which is not officially af-
filiated with Rice and does not have club status — as 
a monthly publication primarily printing opinion and 
literary pieces. 

Will Rice College sophomore Alice Townes, the 
magazine's editor in chief, said she. Brown College junior 
John Stallcup and Brown junior Mhair Dekmezian began 
planning the magazine last semester. But it was not until 
January that they developed a clear idea of the magazine's 
goal — to provide a means of student expression 
besides R2 and 11. Bine, the literary magazines, and 
the 77/ reslier. 

R2 and U. Blue publish student poetry and prose, 
while the Thresher is news-oriented and puts limits on 
the lengths of opinion pieces. The Standards published 
opinion pieces generally exceed the 'Threshers word 
limit, Townes said. 

"[We] started thinking about how the student body 
was going to increase in size and thinking about the gaps 
in how students could express themselves," she said. 

Townes said the magazine does not receive funding 

from Rice or other outside sources. For the first issue, 
Dekmezian, Stallcup and Townes financed the publica-
tion, but Townes said she expects advertising revenue 
will generate enough money to finance subsequent 
publications. Townes said it was surprisingly inexpensive 
to publish the magazine because the Standard owns 
printing equipment. 

Dekmezian, who is also a Web manager for the 
Thresher, said the three Standard editors attended a train-
ing session offered by the Leadership Institute before 
assembling the first issue. The Institute is an organization 
with the stated goal of identifying, training and placing 
conservatives in politics, government and media. 

For its first issue, 1,000 copies of the Standard were 
printed, and Townes said that number will probably 
increase for new issues. 

"We were surprised by how quickly the [copies] 
disappeared." Townes said. "As a new magazine on 
campus with no reputation, for 1,000 [copies] to literally 
disappear in a couple of days — and we tried to spread 
out distribution over a few days — we are going to have 
to look at publishing more." 

In addition to the number of copies printed, Townes 
said the number of submissions and length of the pub-
lication will also increase in the future. 

"It's going to definitely grow,"Townes said. "Forthe first 
see TOWNES, Page 4 

Registar's deadlines 
Today is the last day for all students to drop courses 

with a fee and to designate a course status "Pass/Fail." 
The second Registration, Add/Drop (RDA) PIN for 
Spring 2007 expires today, and online registration is 
disabled for all undergraduate students at 5 p.m. 

OPINION 
Freeing the 'fro 

FEATURES 
Cyborg social life 

Page 9 

SPORTS 
Rice needs one logo 

Page 17 

Dodgeball tournament 
The International Service Project Guatemala is 

sponsoring a dodgeball tournament this Sunday at 
noon in Autry West Gym. Students can sign up in 
teams of 10 for $30 per team. 

"The Papa John's manager will send the pizzas in hourly 
installments of 100 starting at 11 a.m." 
— Lovett college freshman Diana Lee, on pizza delivery during 
Beer Bike. See Story, Page 5. 

Baseball 
Texas A&M 10. Rice 9 
Women's Basketball 
Illinois State 71, Rice 61 

Environmental Sustainability 
Hie Rice Environmental Club, SA Environmental 

Committe, Rice for Peace and Rice Student Volun-
teer Program's Environmental Committee will host 
a conference entitled "Whose Earth is It?: People, 
Petrochemicals and Environmental Justice" Saturday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Wiess College Com-
mons. The conference hopes to promote social and 
environmental sustainability. 

Friday 
Cloudy. 61 - 79 degrees 
Saturday 
Cloudy, 6 3 - 79 degrees 
Sunday 
Isolated T-storms, 63 - 79 degrees 

Weekend Weather 

Quote of the Week 

Scoreboard 
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Formal requests 
For the first time since 1947, there will be no Rondelet this year. (See 

story, Page 1.) While we are glad Rice Program Council has finally real-
ized it was throwing away its money on the dance that refused to die, we 
do not want the decision to begin the end of formal dances at Rice. 

We want RPC to improve, for the organization's sake and students' 
benefit We think it can, with a little creativity and a little more man-
power. Here are our ideas for getting more out of the Formals budget 
and campus resources: 

• Stop feeding us: There are already enough free meals on campus, 
and we are already paying for formals tickets. We do not want to 
pay $5 more to have access to a vegetable tray, and cutting the 
food budget would both let us go out to a nice dinner beforehand 
and let RPC spend our blanket tax money elsewhere. 

• Start serving us drinks: We want an open bar for students 21 
and older, and we would be willing to pay a ticket surcharge for 
booze passes. That way, those of us who only want to dance do 
not waste our money paying for our friends to get intoxicated. 

• Keep it classy: We want our formals to be formal—no jeans—and 
we want to dance to music that reflects that mood. It would be cool 
to get a chamber group from the Shepherd School to play a set 
or two, and KTRU DJs have enough taste that we could rely on 
them not to fill the room with undanceable or just plain bad tunes. 
Additionally, we know how important a venue is to the quality of a 
dance, and we encourage RPC to use the Gala test: If a bunch of 
lawyers would host a charity event or wedding there, it passes. 

• Keep it cheap: While we realize this is not exactly cheap date 
night at the Angelika, paying more than $20 per ticket is 
ridiculous. We do not mind if parties are sponsored by the bar 
providing the alcohol or the company providing the tunes if it 
allows us to dance on a dime. 

• Keep it Rice: Archi-Arts proves every year that students can get 
things done cheaply, quickly and well—this year, about $3700 got 
about 500 students grooving at the Meridian for $10 a pop. And 
they turned a profit to boot. Imagine what $12,000 could do. 

We encourage next year's RPC Formals Committee to keep these 
suggestions in mind. 

Happy anniversary, EMS 
The dedicated undergrads of Rice Emergency Medical Services 

are integral to our way of life, and we thank them as they celebrate 
their tenth anniversary. They help to hold up Rice traditions that may 
otherwise have been left by the wayside, most notably our Alcohol 
Policy and our college and intramural sports teams. 

Knowing that a team of health professionals is always on campus 
and on call allows administrators — and parents — to sleep comfort-
ably at night when students take advantage of Rice's wet-campus 
policy. And many EMTs have answered more sports injuries than 
any other kind of call. While that means Rice students play hard, it 
also shows that we are quick to come to the aid of our peers. And at 
a university where 74 percent of students participate in IM or college 
sports—a number trailing only the military academies, nationally — 
EMS's service is the peace of mind that lets us keep playing. 

It has been a good decade, EMS. Here's to many more. 

Jackers: Get creative 
It is high time to revive a disappearing Willy Week tradition: com-

mitting jacks inventive and resourceful enough to be worthy of our 
Rice educations. 

Most jacks these days bring more shame than pride to pranksters 
and their colleges, with practical jokers stuck in a paradigm of stink 
bombs and late-night alarms. There is nothing wrong with average 
olfactory or auditory pranks — but they are just that, average pranks, 
and they can easily become more cruel than humorous. Jacks should 
not be intended to discomfort other colleges, but to release a lot of 
creativity and a little aggression in the form of college pride. 

There was once a golden age of Willy Week jacks, and it peaked with 
the jacking of our founder himself: On April 12,1988, campus awoke to 
find Willy's Statue facing away from Lovett Hall. The jack was the result 
of a coordinated and dedicated effort, and it cost the jackers only $400. 
It attracted attention from local media, who reported on Rice's quirky 
creativity — not our ability to keep underage drinking under wraps. 

We realize extensive lists of unjackable objects do limit some potential 
pranks, and jack rules seem to grow more complex every year. Colleges 
should ensure their lists are drawn up to prevent major damage, not 
merely minor inconveniences. And jackers should consider the con-
straints a challenge to their cunning and resourcefulness. They should 
still strive to create a truly original prank, instead of simply performing 
the louder or messier version of last year's. 

As we celebrate the golden anniversary of the college system and 
praise its uniqueness, students should ensure that jacks reflect that spirit 
and are worthy of that praise. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher editorial staff. 

Amnesty group 
ribbons applauded 
To the editor: 

I would like to thank the student 
group that attached yellow ribbons 
and cards with the names of Ameri-
cans and Iraqis who have died in 
the ongoing Iraq War. 

In addition to honoring their 
sacrifices, these cards also remind 
us of the necessity of continuing 
U.S. military involvement there 
until the Iraqi government is 
ready to take full control of the 
country. Although the current 
violence there is tragic, it pales 
in comparison to the carnage that 
would surely ensue if American 
forces, the most powerful force 
for peace and order in Iraq, were 
to withdraw prematurely. 

Austin Roberts 
Jones senior 

Column bashes 
Autry staff efforts 
To the editor: 

Last week's opinion section 
featured an article by Rex Hub-
bard criticizing the supposed inad-
equacy of our campus Recreation 
Center ("Gym cannot hold up to 
student strength," Mar. 16). While 
Hubbard raises some legitimate 
issues regarding the use and con-
dition of our current weight room, 
many of his claims are presumptu-
ous and unsubstantiated. 

Hubbard 's first argument is 
certainly valid — albeit somewhat 
obvious: The Recreation Center 
does not have adequate space or 
equipment for the entire student 
body and faculty. The plans for 
the new Recreation Center provide 
for a much greater area for weight 
and cardio equipment. Until then, 
however, we make do with what we 
have. So there isn't enough equip-
ment — but where would we put 
more? Creating an obstacle course 
of a weight room wou Id mean higher 
safety risks and a less comfortable 
and enjoyable workout experience. 
Recreation Center staff members 
have been fighting with this issue 
for years and hope to resolve it 
with the new building; to blame 
their supposed "complacency" is 
simply ignorant. 

I must admit that I broach the 
subject of the Recreation Center 
staff with some bias — I am in fact a 
student employee in the Intramural 
Sports Office on the second floor. 
However, I feel I can objectively 
say that the staff members are not 
the incompetent "charlatans" this 
column makes them out to be. Ev-
ery full-time program staf f member 
holds a Master's degree, and one 
has earned a Ph.D. All of the Rice 
Personal Trainers are certified by 
a nationwide association, and one 
is even a former power lifter. Cer-
tainly titles alone do not a strength 
training expert make, so I therefore 
suggest to Hubbard that he at the 
very least have a conversation with 
any one of these Recreation Center 
staf f members to gain some insight 
into how much these people actu-
ally know about what they do for 
a living. 

To write an article that is so 
dismissive of the efforts of the 
Recreation Center staff to provide 
a safe, clean and enjoyable experi-
ence with the facility they are given 
is both childish and shortsighted. 
Those who wish to pursue activities 
which the Recreation Center un-
fortunately cannot accommodate 
at this time must do so at another 
location until we are provided with 
a new and improved building. Until 
then, I suggest voicing concerns 
to the Recreation Center staff in a 
positive and constructive way to 
ensure that student opinions will 
be taken into consideration in any 
future developments. 

Rachel Green 
Ijovett junior 

Graduate outside, 
rain or shine 
To the editor: 

The graduating class of 2007 is 
now proudly less than two months 
away from its commencement. It 
is not too early to pray and hope 
for good weather on the morn-
ing of May 12, 2007. If inclement 
weather does strike, the ceremo-
nies are projected to take place in 
Autry Court. 

Although the facilities were 
found sufficient for former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, each graduate 
will only be permitted to have two 
guests for the ceremony, and I 
guarantee each graduate has more 

than two guests. I do not suggest 
the overnight construction of a 
convocation center nor do I recom-
mend moving commencement away 
from the campus. Instead. I appeal 
to my graduating class's rugged-
ness and toughness. Swarthmore 
College in Pennsylvania held their 
commencement outdoors several 
years ago despite mud and rain 
simply because of the students ' 
refusal to move and their resolve 
to allow as many people as possible 
to witness this special event. Seats 
still filled as only standing room 
remained even though umbrellas 
carpeted the scene. Rice students 
ought to follow this example. If my 
class can withstand the challenges 
of the last several years together, a 
little bit of bad weather ought not to 
scare us. Of course, good weather 
is always nice to have. 

Leonard Chan 
lj)vett senior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Letters to the editor should 
be sent to the Thresherby e-mail 
to thresher@rice.edu. let ters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 
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available for $50 domestic and 
$125 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advertisements. Ad-
vertisements must be received 
by 5 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to a Friday publication date. 
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manager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for more 
information. 
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Guest column 
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Global environmental injustice explored 
Since 1 9 5 8 , several multinational 
oil companies have extracted billions 
of dollars worth of oil from the Niger 
Delta and, in return, have devastated 
the land and impoverished 
the people. A Nigerian 
activist, Ken Saro-Wiwa, 
began organizing non-
violent marches in 1993 
to demand better envi-
ronmental practices and a 
share of the oil revenues 
for the people. In 1995, 
he and eight others were 
falsely accused of mur-
der, charged guilty and 
sentenced to death by 
hanging. In 2000, Shell 
was sued for fabricating evidence to 
support the murder charges. 

I volunteered last summer in 
Durban, South Africa. There sit two 
oil refineries, numerous chemical 
companies and one of the largest 
paper mills in the world. In total, 
about 120 smokestack industries 
produce severe air pollution that has 
a staggering health impact on neigh-
boring communities. These com-
munities overwhelmingly consist 
of poor blacks, Indians and, gener-
ally. persons of color. Investigations 
show that leukemia rates in South 
Durban are 24 times those of other 
parts of the country and a health 
study of a school located across the 
street from one of the refineries re-
vealed that half the students suffer 
from asthma. 

The situation hardly gets better 
in the United States. The city of Port 
Arthur, located two hours east of Rice, 
is 44 percent black and has a median 

Karen 
Leu 

household income of $26,455. Right 
across the street from residential 
homes are four major petrochemical 
facilities. The air pollution is so bad 

that in one particular day 
care, 20 out of 24 children 
are using nebulizers—ma-
chines that require a mask 
to be placed over the child's 
nose and mouth in order to 
facilitate breathing. 

Unfortunately, what hap-
pens in Nigeria, South Durban 
and Port Arthur is prevalent 
all across this country and 
the world — and it is almost 
always the poor and mar-
ginalized people that must 

bear the brunt of a dirty environment. 
This reality is called environmental 
injustice — a concept that explains 
the manner in which environmental 
problems af feet disadvantaged groups. 
Injustices include refineries in black 
and Hispanic communities, the danger-
ous chemicals borne through the air 
Nigeriansbreathe and the disruption of 
housing indigenous people face in the 
Amazon due to deforestation. 

Environmental injustice is also 
about unequal power structures and 
recognizing who makes environmental 
decisions for whom. Why is it that huge 
petrochemical companies, earning 
billions of dollars in profits, choose 
not to use cleaner and more efficient 
technology in their factories? Why 
do the United States and other rich 
countries get to use parts of Africa as 
their dumping grounds fortoxic waste? 
And why do communities have virtually 
no control over what happens to their 
own air, water and land? 

The environmental justice move-
ment seeks to bridge the social 
justice and environmental move-
m e n t s by f ind ing c o n n e c t i o n s 
between the exploitation of people 
and the exploitation of the ear th 
and its resources. It brings forth a 
new vision of a world that is both 
environmentally sustainable and 
socially equitable. It calls individu-
als, nations and corporate bodies 
to reconsider our relationship with 
our planet and with our sisters and 
brothers around the world. 

This movement advocates equal-
ity for all those who have been 
condemned by governments and 
corporations to live lives with dramati-
cally reduced health, with increased 
rates of cancer and on permanently 
spoiled land. To learn more, I urge 
all Rice students, faculty and staff to 
attend "Whose Earth Is It?: People, 
Petrochemicals, and Environmental 
Justice," Saturday, March 24, in 
the Wiess College Commons. This 
conference will be dedicated to 
exploring the social and environ-
mental problems in Houston and the 
world, their connection to the petro-
chemical industry and solutions to 
these injustices. 

But this is only the beginning. 
The responsibility lies on each one 
of us to better the world and protect 
the rights of others. In the words of 
Sandra Steingraber, a cancer survivor 
who was exposed to toxic chemicals 
in her drinking water, "From the right 
to know and the duty to inquire flow 
the obligation to act." 

Karen Leu is a Wiess College junior. 

Keepin' it real... mean 

Natural beauty bucks slavery mentality 
I have decided to go natural. Not 
natural in the sense of camping in 
the boondocks or letting my body 
hair grow unchecked, but natural 
in the sense that 1 will 
no longer put ~ chemical 
relaxer onto my so-called 
"nappy" roots. 

Coarse. Kinky. Unruly. 
Midnight eyes, eclipse 
black complexions and 
bristly thickets lie in the 
connota t ion of na tura l 
black hair. Tacked on to the 
black reams of African hair 
over the centuries, these 
adjectives have contrib-
uted to blacks' — and even 
whites' — perception of physical 
beauty in the context of the black 
race. Scorching hot combs, in combi-
nation with heavy, molasses-colored 
pomade, were pressed to scalps in 
the primitive years of black hair 
manipulation. By releasing steam, 
blacks hoped that their cursed in-
heritance would too evaporate. 

Schuyler 
Woods 

The manipulation 
continues today: A 

$20 splurge at Target 
can produce 

a Caucasian-in-a-can 
effect, demonstrating 

the ease and 
mainstream appeal for 

distorting one \s 
own features. 

The suppression of natural black 
characteristics and the subsequent 
exaltation of contrived white char-
acteristics began when Africans 
were first packed into cargos in 
the 1400s. Upon being chained 
into the bowels of the ship, Afri-
cans immediately recognized their 
perceived differences from their 
captors in a fundamental way: The 

Africans were animals and the cap-
tors were not. The animal-human 
paradigm was further amplified by 
the dehumanization of slaves via 

the separation of families, 
injection of fear and en-
forcement of subservient 
behavior — and most 
notably, in r e g a r d s to 
t h e d e t e r i o r a t i o n of 
black beauty, the rape 
of black women and the 
resulting production of 
mulatto progeny. 

Fine. Silky. Delicate. 
Dayl ight eyes , sunny 
yellow complexions and 
reflecting waves marked 

the master 's tawdry affairs and 
generated the new vision of beauty 
for slaves to behold. The fairer the 
skin, the straighter the nose bridge, 
and the finer the hair, the more 
attractive the slave. Grecian bone 
s t ructure denoted a less laborious 
work load. Consequently, the fairer 
race was delegated to the duties 
of the "Big House" and their dark 
counterpar ts to the tilling of cotton 
fields. This newly formed divide 
between house slaves and the field 
slaves contributed to internal rac-
ism and ironic perpetuation of the 
oppressor 's Greek ideal. 

Dehumanization and envy, due 
to the division of labor, spawned 
a trend of physical suppression 
of traditionally African traits. The 
manipulation continues today: A 
$20 splurge at Target can produce 
a Caucasian-in-a-can effect, demon-
strating the ease and mainstream 
appeal for distorting one's own fea-
tures. Black women can buy a sand-
paper brown box of Dr. Miracle's No-
I.ye Relaxer filled with the promises 
to soothe the naps on their heads for 
$6. Concealer or eye shadow just a 
touch darker than one's skin tone, 
intended to contour and minimize 
the sides of one's broad, bulbous 
nose goes for $3. And a Beyonce 
CD that features the blonde, waist-
length extension-wearing celebrity 
for about $10—on sale. Add tax. and 
you've got your very own Caucasian 
transformation underway! 

C o a r s e / f i n e . K i n k y / silky. 
Unruly/delicate. The black race, 

physically, falls into all of these 
categories. But due to historical 
preference, the persons exhibiting 
the latter descriptions reaped the 
compliment of beauty and the as-
sociated benefits. And yet, there 
has been a quiet rebellion tiptoeing 
in the background of black culture, 
which has grown to prominence at 
the millennium: a prideful revival 
of the "natural-black-is-beautiful" 
aesthetic. Today, inch wide dreads 
and braided twists abound on the 
progressive, black heads of the 
James Brown movement. Perhaps 
this countertrend will continue, so 
internal racism, which pits blacks 
against themselves ra ther than 
their former oppressors' ideals, will 
dissolve into an amalgam of mutual 
pride in the diversity of the African-
American culture. 

Schuyler Woods is a Ij)vett College 
sophomore and opinion editor. 

Rice Voices 

Talent stretched too thin 
in campus theater curtain 
Rice has entered that period that 
comes once a semester, roughly a 
month long, when we all remember 
why there should be less theater 
on campus. And that is the theater 
people talking. 

Most of the year it 
sounds like a feather 
in Rice's cap that you 
can see twelve differ-
ent shows within the 
space of about three 
weeks. Musicals and 
Shakespeare and Io-
nesco galore. 

Then comes crunch 
time. By having nearly 
every college do two 
shows a year, technical 
crews become stretched to the 
breaking point. And we all suddenly 
realize why having producers dou-
ble as costume makers is a very bad 
idea. Then the ability to go straight 
from Much Ado About Nothing to 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstem Are 
Dead loses a lot of its appeal. 

The truth is that the flourishing 
cornucopia of theater on campus is 
propped up by technical people who 
are worn down to the bone. And 
many shows have to sift through 
the student body roughs in the 
hopes of finding hidden diamonds 
to fill the casts. 

And the audiences are not in 
much better shape. If they are like 
many on campus, they have to 
juggle in three different shows per 
weekend, each starring a friend who 
will be hurt if they do net attend. 
And, in the meantime, they would 
also really like to see Urinetown and 
what that English director at Baker 
has come up with. But there is only 
so much time students can devote 
to hopping from one transformed 
college commons to the next. 

So I propose a revolutionary 
idea. Why doesn't Rice have 
fewer productions and — hear 
me out — be able to devote more 
resources and talent to them? 
Wouldn't it be better to have four 
high quality shows than to barely 
be able to put 12 on the stage? Hey, 
I would negotiate as high as six, 
and we would still have enough 
tech people to go around without 
killing themselves. 

It would be amazing to actually 
be able to unite all those actors 
who star or steal the show in the 
individual productions and let them 
all work together for once. Can you 
imagine what we could produce if 
we could pool our efforts? 

Believe me, there would still be 
plenty of places for new theater peo-
ple to get their feet wet and plenty of 
shows to delight theater-goers.The 

Katy 
Mulvaney 

productions would just actually be 
worth everyone's time. 

I don't mean to imply that any of 
the shows that I have worked on or 

seen this semester have 
been bad. But if you look 
closely at the technical 
crews, you will see either 
the dark circles reveal-
ing that they have not 
slept in a week, or the 
manic gleam that serves 
as the only warning that 
they are about to go 
mad. People are always 
going to be stretched a 
little thin on the final few 
weeksofaperformance, 
but we're wearing out 

our tech people way too much. 

And we cannot help it. After 
all, costumes have to get done, 
and the producers can sew. Lights 
need to be hung, and our designer 
knows how. Sets need to be built, 
and the Archi who designed it can 
figure it out. The assistant director 
can stage manage and someone 
needs to do it. 

But it is not working. So I pro-
pose a solution. It will not solve the 
problem overnight, but it is a step 
in the right direction. 

For starters, all the colleges 
should limit themselves to one 
production a year — either in the 
fall or spring. I encourage those who 
have both to keep their fall show for 
the time being, as it is the far less 
theater-heavy semester. 

The next step is infinitely 
harder. Colleges should get it out 
of their heads that they have to do 
a show, especially if no one has 
one that they particularly want 
to do. If a college does not have a 
qualified director—orwillnothire 
one — who has been dying to put 
on a certain show, it does not need 
to go out looking for one. Believe 
me, there is plenty of other theater 
going on around campus. 

It should be easy to get involved 
in Rice theater. But should not 
be something that students do 
unless they are passionate about 
it. Right now, besides being pas-
sionate, you have to be crazy to 
do theater on campus. After all, 
resources are stretched so thin 
that you will probably have to do 
more work than you can handle 
in order to reach opening night. 
It is not the dream environment 
that we think. It is killing our tech 
people from the inside out, and all 
of the productions are suffering 
because of it. 

Katy Mulvaney is a Baker College 
sophomore. 
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EMS celebrates tenth 
year of service with gala 

by Diana Lee 
FOR THK THRKSHKR 

Ten y e a r s ago — Oct . 
12, 1996 — Rice Emergency 
Medical Services answered 
its first cardiac arrest call at 
Cohen House. A week from 
today, EMS will hold a gala at 
the same venue to celebrate its 
service to Rice. 

T h e even t will i n c l u d e 
remarks about EMS's history 
and future, given by founders 
and o ther hono red gues t s . 
A silent auction will be held 
later in the evening, featuring 
Rice memorabilia and donated 
merchandise from stores in 
Rice Village. The Rice Jazz 
Combo will provide music for 
the celebration. 

"We expect the anniversary 
to be a memorab le event ," 
Wiess College senior and EMS 
Operations Lieutenant Dania 
Daye said. 

All f o r m e r and c u r r e n t 
Emergency MedicalTechnicians 
have been invited, including 
students presently enrolled in 
HEAL 308: EMT-Basic. EMS 
founders Mark Escott Oones 
'96) and Noah Reiter Clones '99) 
will attend, as will Alisha Young 
(Hanszen '00) — the EMT who 
first responded to the Oct. 
12 call. Rice Administrators, 
Board ofTrustees members and 
representatives from non-Rice 
organizations involved in EMS's 
founding and development may 
also attend. 

Daye said s h e e x p e c t s 
between 100 and 150 people to 

attend the event. 
In 2006, Rice EMS responded 

to 568 calls, about fifty more than 
in 2005. Most calls were made 
by undergraduate s tudents . 
The average response time for 
EMS was 3.2 minutes in 2006, 
compared with 3.8 minu tes 
in 2005. The Houston Eire 
Department has an average 
response time of 12.8 minutes. 
EMS currently has about 60 
members, including some on 
leaves of absence. 

Daye said EMS recent ly 
received funding for automatic 
external defibrillators from the 
Texas Arrhythmia Institute. 
EMS will begin setting up the 
AEDs a r o u n d c a m p u s and 
training community members 
how to use them in the case of 
a cardiac arrest. 

EMS also recently advanced 
from a basic life support to 
an a d v a n c e d l ife s u p p o r t 
first responder organization, 
which allows them to s tar t 
IVs and administer additional 
d r u g s . EMS also h o p e s to 
obtain its own Advanced Life 
Suppor t Ambulance in the 
near future. 

"We strive for excellence 
in p r o v i d i n g e m e r g e n c y 
med ica l c a r e to t h e Rice 
community," Daye said. "We 
continuously aim to push that 
standard of care to the highest 
possible level." 

The gala is open to the 
Rice public. Admission is free 
for EMTs, $15 for alumni and 
students and $20 for faculty 
and staff. 

TOWNES 
From page 1 

issue, a lot of people had trouble writ-
ing because they didn't now what we 
expected [fromwriters]. Itwashardfor 
people to understand the diversity of 
writings we would accept. Now that 
people have more of an idea, we're 
getting more submissions for the 
next issue." 

Townes said the magazine will 
accept submissions from community 
members not affiliated with Rice 
and is also looking into request-
ing submissions from celebrity 
guest writers. 

One common question she has 
been fielding about the Standard is 
why its title includes "Rice," even 
though it is not a Rice publication, 
Townes said. 

'Hie magazine was given its name 
to reflect its priority of publishing 
Rice students' work, she said. 

Director of Student Activities 
Heather Masden said she did not 
know that the Standard existed and 
confirmed that the magazine is not 
registered as a student organization 
with the clubs office. 

However, Masden said he r 
understanding of university policy is 
that the Standard' suse of Rice's name 
would only be a problem if it were 
used to publicize off-campus events. 

"If they were to sponsor an 
event ... out in the greater Houston 
community, that's when it has become 
an issue in the past," she said. 

Lovett College junior Natalia 
Vasco said she thinks the Standard 
is a good idea. 

"I know a lot of people don't 
have time to read the Thresh-
er weekly," she said. "If you 
have something that comes out 
monthly for the students, I think 
there would be a lot more incentive 
for students to read it." 

The Rice Standard's next issue 
will come out April 16. 

Free Pre-Law 
Forum 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

South Texas School of Law 

1303 San Jacinto 

Prepare Yourself for What Lies Ahead 

• Get the inside scoop on cracking the LSAT 

• Catch a glimpse of life as a "1L" with a mock law class 

• Learn from the experts about law school admissions, how to pay for your 
legal education, and employment opportunities after graduation. 

Seats are limited. Register today. 

800-2REVIEW 1 PrincetonReview.com 
*l SAT it a r<rgn»i*rp<J MMdrnwrt. o? f t * of thr !.a\v Vtiool Adm«.s«*i Council. Inr 
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PAST STUDENT PUBLICATIONS AT RICE 

TAPE 
I ' M l i : i > U K S T A N D ! 

RED TAPE 
During World War I, regula-

tions and rules to prepare stu-
dents for war essentially turned 
Rice into a military camp. By 
1918, Rice had instituted Bugle 
Call at 5:45 a.m., Taps at 11:00 
p.m., required marches and dai-
ly room inspections. Officially, 

there were 220 regulations, and 
penalties for violations ranged 
from forced marches to expul-
sion. These regulations were not 
limitedtomen: Female students 
were forced to wear military 
uniforms and drill as well. In 
January 1918, a four page 
newsletter known as Red Tape 
was published anonymously by 
students in protest of the harsh 
regulations and the essential 
suspension of Rice's stated goal 
of "the advancement of Letters. 

Science and Art." 
In addi t ion to co lumns 

t i t l ed "M i l i t a ry Sys tem a • • • • • • • • • • • • I 
Rank Failure" and "A Tragi-
cal Joke — Drill for Girls," Red Tape included a story about the 
"Salary Getters" and "Mal ic ious Mongul" who mismanaged 6 0 0 
students. Red Tape also publ ished sat ir ical poetry mocking the 
sergeants at Rice in charge of mi l i tary training. 

In response, the institute administrators sent a special delivery 
letter to the parents of every student about their "rebell ious attitude." 
However, on Jan. 2 8 , 1 9 1 8 , the board of trustees met with students 
and both sides came to compromise about the regulations, which 
included the formation of the Student Association. 

M y f 
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THE RICE SENTINEL 
The Rice Sentinel was a free 

monthly magazine published by 
Rice students from 1990 to 
1993. Citing a general decline 
in the quality of public debate 
and the "careerist oligarchy" 
that control led publ icat ions 
on campus, the Sentinel was 
created as a "monthly journal 
of opinion, news and humor 
about th ings pe r t i nen t to 
Rice." Overall, the publication 
served as conservative foil to 
campus progress in diversity 
and academic focus. 

But more casual ly, the 
Sentinel set out to — as one 
of the editors put it — "Raise 
some hell at this all-too quiet university of ours." 

This was largely accomplished via sarcastic at tacks on the 
creation of the Women and Gender Studies major, lamenting of 
perceived "poli t ical correctness" at Rice, and a strong defense 
of Rice's Division I status. Then President George Rupp was also 
frequently mocked for his liberal takes on Christianity as an ordained 
Presbyterian minister. 

The Sentinel gained readership from coast to coast, with readers 
often contributing financially to help keep the publication running. It 
also received large amounts of funding from the now defunct Madison 
Center for Educational Affairs, founded by Irving Kristol to finance right 
wing research and conservative student publications. 

-r'» 

RICE U N D E R C R A D U A T E 
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 

Poster session for undergraduate projects and research 

•th Grand Hall RMC Monday April 16 
Submit Abstracts Online by April 1s' 

Free food, cash prizes, & 
company presentations 

Come support your 
fr iends! 

http://rurs.rice.edu/ 
rurs@rice.edu 

Senior Design Project? Honors 
Thesis? Independent Research? 

Students f rom all disciplines 
encouraged to participate. 

http://rurs.rice.edu/
mailto:rurs@rice.edu
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BIKE 
From page 1 

will be allowed to have three to five 
substitutes for each biker. 

Bucher said a new rule for this 
year's parade is that participating 
students must wear their college's 
Beer-Bike T-shirt. 

"Last year, we had students from 
Baker wearing T-shirts from Will 
Rice and incurring fines for Will 
Rice," he said. 

Desai said she and Bucher have 
told the individual colleges' Beer-
Bike coordinators to be stricter 
about who can purchase a T-shirt 
at each college. 

"It could be as simple as check-
ing IDs when students buy shirts," 
she said. 

4 We wanted to do 
something really special 
for the 50th anniversary 
of college system, as 
Beer-Bike started out 
as competition between 
the colleges.' 

Teddy Bucher 
campus-wide Beer-Bike 

co-coordinator 

According to parade co-coordina-
tor Emily Fortuna, this year's parade 
will begin at 11 a.m. next Saturday 
The trucks will begin lining up 
around 10 a.m. starting on the Inner 
Ix>op with Baker College, which will 
lead the parade. 

The other colleges will line up 
behind Baker from oldest to newest. 
The parade will then follow a clock-
wise route around the Inner Loop. 
There are no changes from last year's 
fine structure. 

'This year, each college is plan-
ning to have two trucks," Fortuna, a 
Hanszen College sophomore, said. 
"Three colleges were chosen at ran-
dom to order an extra truck in case 
a college does not have a truck on 
the day of the parade so each college 
has two trucks." 

Two years ago, Wiess Col-
lege did not to participate in 
the parade because of a truck 
cancellation; last year, Hanszen 
College's truck was cancelled 
the night before, but a replace-
ment was found the morning of 
Beer-Bike. 

Parade co-coordinator Ted 
Wieber, a Hanszen sophomore, 
said Sid, Jones and Will Rice were 
chosen at random to order an 

extra truck for the parade; the 
cost of the three extra trucks was 
redistributed throughout all of 
the colleges. 

"We've taken a lot of steps to 
make sure all of the colleges can 
participate, including making sure 
colleges order trucks from different 
companies," Bucher said. "If every-
thing goes as planned, and we don't 
need the extra trucks, we'll put them 
to the side and return them after 
the parade." 

If there are fewer than 18 total 
trucks — including the three extra 
trucks—the morning of the parade, 
then a water balloon fight will be held 
on the intramural field 6 across from 
Wiess, Bucher said. 

Security co-coordinator Matt 
McLeod said he and co-coordinator 
Thomas Mings have requested that 
each college provide 20 students for 
parade security. As of Wednesday, 
180 students have signed up to 
do security. 

"We will have roughly eight 
to ten per truck, depending on 
how big the trucks are," Mings, a 
Brown sophomore, said. "There 
will be eight people on the 
smaller trucks." 

The number of people doing 
security may change depending 
on how many trucks are used for 
the parade. 

McLeod, a Wiess senior, said 
there are no changes to this 
year's security, but he wants to 
emphasize safety and make the 
parade route accessible to Emer-
gency Medical Services in case of 
emergencies. 

"We're going to have the parade 
go on the left side of the Inner l>oop," 
he said. "EMS said an ambulance can-
not be brought in because of safety 
issues, but we wanted to have extra 
space in case a golf cart needs to 
transport someone to an ambulance 
waiting nearby." 

Concessions this year will include 
pizza from Papa John's and Chipotle 
burritos. Five hundred pizzas — 250 
cheese, 250 pepperoni — and 350 
burritos will be ordered. 

Food will be delivered around 
11 a.m. Ten soda fountains with 
Coke, Sprite and Diet Coke will be 
stationed behind the track. Pow-
dered lemonade and water will also 
be available. 

"The Papa John's manager will 
send the pizzas in hourly install-
ments of 100 starting at 11 a.m.," 
Concessions co-coordinator Diana 
Lee said. "After the races start, the 
installments will drop down to 50 
per hour." 

I^ast year, 440 pizzas were or-
dered initially. Lee, a Lovett College 
freshman, said more pizzas may be 
ordered if needed. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period March 12-18. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College 

Academic Buildings 
Herman Brown Hall 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall 
Fondren Library 

Parking Lots 
Brown College Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

Other Areas 
Annex Building 
5700 Morningside 
Drive 
College Way 

Laboratory Road 

March 15 Theft. 

March 12 Theft. 
March 16 Theft. 
March 17 Theft. 

March 15 Subject arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

March 18 Subject arrested for driving while 
license suspended and remanded 
to Harris County Jail 

March 12 
March 13 

March 16 

March 18 

Theft. 
Theft. 

Subject arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 
Subject arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

Founding father 
Thomas Jefferson, portrayed by character interpreter Bill Barker, provides his opinion on the Constitutional 
principles, reflecting Americans' divided opinion on public policy. The discussion was hosted by the Baker Insti i 
tute in Baker Hall's International Conference Facility March 20. Patrick Henry, portrayed by interpreter Richard 
Schumann, also discussed the principles behind the American Revolution. 

A n n o u n c i n g the 

Jameson Fellowship 
for 

American Decorative Arts 
2007-2008 

R i c e undergraduates and graduate students interested in art history, history, or museum studies are 
invited to apply for the Jameson Fellowship in American Decorative Arts and Painting. The Jameson 
Fellow will spend the 2007-2008 academic year as an intern at the Bayou Bend Collection of the 
Museum of" Fine Arts. Houston. Bayou Bend, located in the River Oaks section of Houston, is regarded 
as the best house museum west of the Mississippi, and contains an outstanding array of American 
painting, sculpture, and decorative arts from the colonial period through the 19th century 

T h e Jameson fellow will enroll each semester for a three-credit, history of art course (HART 400 and 
401). The fellow will spend approximately eight hours per week at the Bayou Bend During the Fall 
term, the intern will concentrate on a project adapted to his or her schedule and interests, and the needs of 
Bayou Bend. In the spring semester, the Jameson fellow will spend time in a training course taught at 
Bayou Bend by the education director and curators of the collection. During both semesters, the fellow 
will be asked to assist with research, exhibitions, public relations, or other aspects of the museum 
operations. 

T h e stipend for 2007-2008 will be SIO.(KK). Additional funds (up to $1,000) are reserved for a research 

trip during the time of the fellowship. 

^Qualifications include an excellent 

academic record and an interest in American 

art and culture of the 17th through 19th 

centuries. 

Applications should consist of the following: 
• A brief (2-0 page) typewritten statement 

expressing the student's willingness to 

undertake the internship in 2(X)7-2(X)X, 

stating how the Fellowship would enhance 

your other studies at Rice, plans for graduate 

school, career goals, or general interest in 

the decorative arts. 

• Academic transcripts, (official or unofficial 

• One letter of support from a Rice faculty 

member. 

/App l i ca t i ons should be sent lo the Jameson Fellowship Committee at the Department of Art History (Herring Hall 103, 

MS-21) no later than Wednesday, April 4, 2007. Questions may he directed to Prot Joseph Manca by phone 71 .V 348 U M 

or email. mancaC" rice.edu 

In preparation lor apply ing. it is recommended that students acquaint themselves with Bayou Bend either by visiting (call 71 * 
639- 7750 for details) or looking at the catalogue of the collection by Da\ id Warren. Michael Brow n. Hmils Ballew Ncff, and 
Elizabeth Ann Coleman. American Decorative Arts and Paintings in the Bayou Bend Collection (Houston and Princeton. 1998) 
This catalogue is available in major bookstores in Houston, including the one in the Museum of Fine Arts, and is found at Rice 
in I he Brown Fine Arts Library (call number NK805.A675 1998, library use only) 



ETS to roll out new 
GRE in September 
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by Beko Binder 
IHKKSHIK I'DITOKlAL STAI'I 

TIAN YANG/THRESHER 

New moon, new year 
Dressed in traditional Japanese attire, Brown College senior Annette Turegano performs at this year's Lunar's 
New Year celebration Saturday held in the Grand Hall of the RMC. Hosted by a number of asian student 
associations, the event featured both traditional and modern dance, songs, martial arts and a fashion show all 
performed by students. 

Students who want to apply 
to graduate school next year will 
not be able to take the Graduation 
Record Examinations at the end of 
this summer. 

Educational Testing Service—the 
company that creates and adminis-
ters the GRE — announced in early 
February that it is revising the test to 
be more reflective of graduate-level 
thinking and analysis. 

The last administration of the 
current GRE will be July 31, and 
the first revised exam will be given 
Sept. 10, 15 or 16, depending on 
location. There will also be a test 
date Sept. 29. 

According to information on 
the ETS Web site, the changes will 
make the exam more secure and 
user-friendly and will reduce stu-
dents' ability to simply memorize 
answers. 

Instead of the current adaptive 
test format, where students are asked 
different questions based on their 
performance within the exam, the 
new GRE will ask the same questions 
of all test-takers. 

Each section of the exam will 
change in both format and question 
type, with testing objectives includ-
ing new, open-ended critical thinking 
and application-based problems 
in addition to traditional multiple-
choice questions. 

Sid Richardson College junior 
Steve Bryant said he is not planning 
to go to graduate school but may 
take the GRE in case he changes 
his mind. 

He said he thinks the old format 
of the test seems easier because 
he is used to more multiple choice 
questions. 

"[Askingmore open questions] is 
probably abetter way to test people," 
Bryant, a mechanical engineering 
major, said. "It's more involved, and 
my guess is you'd be able to distin-
guish candidates better. At the same 
time, I don't really like it because it 
needs more preparation." 

Jones College junior Martha 
Earnsworth said she is planning 
to take the exam before it changes 
because it will become more difficult 
in September. 

"The length of the exam is increas-
ing to four hours from two and a half," 
^arnsworth, a psychology major, 

said. "Any exam that is four hours 
is going to be miserable." 

Earnsworth also said she thinks 
the lack of tests in August will be 
inconvenient because students gen-
erally study during the first part of 
the summer. 

"It's going to shorten the amount 
of time people have to study," she 
said. "But if they need the time, then 
they need the time." 

'Hie revised GRE also comes with 
a new scoring system — the mean of 
the scores will be 150 on a scale of 130 
to 170, with 1-point increments. ICTS 
will provide a concordance table to 
correlate old and new scores. 

Registration for the revised 
GRE begins July 1. Results lor the 
first exam will be released in early 
November to allow for score calibra-
tion, but subsequent exam grades 
will be returned 15-16 days after 
the test date. 

The Owls are coming... 

REGISTER TO BE AN OWL WEEKEND 

OVERNIGHT HOST! 

Owl Weekend is Sunday, April 15th to Tuesday, April 17th. 
Sign up to be part of the action! 

Overnight Hosts get Owl Weekend t-shirts! 
The college with the most Overnight I losts 
wins a pizza party! Mmmm...pizza... 

Volunteer registration starts this Friday, March 23rd at 
http: / /www.ruf .r ice .edu/~riccsac 

Quest ions? Email owhvknd@rice.edu. 

RICE 
S T U D E N T 
ADMISSION 
C O I J N C I I 

Undergraduate Lecture Series: 

DESIGN IN ACTION! 

E d w a r d J Coy le 
P u r d u e U n i v e r s i t y , EPICS p r o g r a m 

McMurtry Auditorium, Duncan Hal! 

Monday, March 26, 2007 

4:00 prn 

Reception immediately fol lowing in Martel Hail 

Sponsored by by the Dean of the George R Brown School of Engineering, 
the Rice University Center for CIVIC Engagement, and Schlumbeiger 

for more information: 

engrrice.edu 

N G I N l NG 

Getting excited for Willy Week? 

So is the Thresher. 
Watch next week's issue for a spe-
cial feature on the 50th anniver-
sary of the college system. 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~riccsac
mailto:owhvknd@rice.edu


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2007 

••••> 

» 
• . ' * : 

Get geared up for Beer-Bike by celebrating Willy Week with these 
upccoming events. 

Willy Week 
Festivities Begin 

March 26 - March 30 

Find cash at the 
Golden Egg Hunt 

8 a.m. 

One golden egg 
will be hidden some-
where on campus. 
Whoever finds it will 
win a check for $100. 
Each day throughout 
Willy Week, a new 
clue about its loca-
tion will be posted on 
the RPC Calendar at 
my.calendars.net/ 
riceprog. 

Monday 
March 26 

History of Beer Bike 
9 p.m. 

"50 years of Beer- * 
Bike" by Student Media 

Adviser Jen Cooper 

Beer Debates 
9:30 p.m. - 2 a.m. 

Hang out with 
professors at Willy's 
Pub. Buy them a 
round of drinks and 
ask them questions 
about anything. 

Who to meet: 
Alalstair Norcross, 
philosophy; Michael 
Gustin, biochemistry; 
Bill Parsons, religious 
studies; Lisa Marie 
Meffert, ecology & 
evolutionary biology 

Tuesday 
March 27 

n S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed: 

• Student Association President Althea Tupper announced SA Spring Elec-
tions end today at 1 p.m. 

• Tupper, a Hanszen College senior, said there will be no SA meeting next 
week. The next SA meeting will be held April 2 and will be the first meet-
ing with the newly elected senate. 

• SA Academics committee chair Naweed Chowdhury, a Brown College 
senior, reviewed the resolution the SA planned to present to the Faculty 
Senate at its March 28 meeting. The resolution restates points 2,6 and 
8 of President David Leebron's Vision for the Second Century. The resolu-
tion emphasizes the implementation of professional and cultural minors, 
suggesting that integrating minors into the curriculum would broaden 
educational experiences and reinforce Rice's commitment to becoming 
an international university. The resolution also said the introduction of 
a business minor would integrate the success of the Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School of Management into the undergraduate curriculum. 

The resolution was approved with no dissentions. The presidents of Will 
Rice, Wiess, Brown, Sid and Martel Colleges abstained. 

• The SA unanimously approved Rice for Thought as a new club. Rice for 
Thought is an organization open to all undergraduates and encourages 
philosophical awareness and discussion. The group is trying to organize 
an undergraduate philosophy conference on campus next spring. 

• The SAdiscussed concerns and recommendations forthe business minor 
that will be voted on by the Faculty Senate at its March 28 meeting. 

Senators talked about the possibility that a business minor could in-
crease tuition or reduce funding for other undergraduate programs, as 
well as the potential professionalization of liberal arts that the creation 
of such a minor could cause. However, there was general consensus 
that broadening the undergraduate curriculum is a good thing. 

The SA discussed and created a list of comments about a business minor 
to be approved as a line-item list and given to the Faculty Senate: 

To increase the overall strength of the program, the Faculty Senate 
should be careful about drawing professors exclusively from the 
Jones school. 

The cost of a business minor should be take into consideration, especially 
if funding will be diverted from other programs. 

Overlap may arise between the Managerial Studies curriculum 
and that of a business minor — both programs should be taken 
into consideration. 

Pa ssinga business minor will help broaden the undergraduatecurriculum, 
which is a good thing. 

The demand exists for an undergraduate business minor. 

The addition of an undergraduate business minor will be attractive to 
potential employers. 

• The SA also voted to rescind the previously approved resolution on 
minors pending further discussion at its next meeting. 

• Rice Student Volunteer Program secretary Vicky Pridgen. a Brown senior, 
announced Outreach Day will be tomorrow. College blood drives will also 
begin next week. 

• Pridgen, who is also the Rice Program Council vice president, announced 
next week's Willy Week activities. See schedule, page 7. College server-
ies will be closed Wednesday for Willy's Picnic in the academic quad. 

The next meeting will take place Monday, April 2 at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth 
Pavilion. 

Willy's Picnic 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

In the Academic 
Quad, RPC will have a 
full-service fajita bar 
and 10 cakes lined 
up around Willy's 
statue. 

The picnic is free 
for students with 
meal plans. Tickets 
cost $5 for those 
without meal plans. 
Pick up tickets in the 
serveries beginning 
March 26. 

Wednesday 
March 28 

Schlotzsky's or Pizza I 
When you buy anv medium sandwich 

or pizza, chips & drink 

JUST SHOW YOUR RICE ID | 
OR BRING THIS AD IN 

8200 S, Main 713-665-0011 1 

I mile South of Rice campus, iust across from • 
Stipei l'argft (Offer expires 3-15-07) | 

www.ricethresher.org 

International Beer 
Night at Willy's Pub 

10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 

Willy's Pub will 
be selling beers of 
many heritages, from 
Australia to Belgium 
and Germany to 
Japan.Bottles will 
cost $1. 

Students will have 
a chance to mingle 
with faculty and 
alumni. 

| Willy Week Outdoor 
Concert 

Thursday 
March 29 

6 - 10 p.m. 

The first annual 
Outdoor Willy Week 
Concert will kick off 
with Moxie outside 
the student center 
followed by Austin hip-
hop group Tee Double 
and indie-rockers 
Okkervil River. 

Clubs and 
organizations will 
have booths set up 
with merchandise and 
showcases of their 
activity. There will also 
be free food and a 
beer garden. 

Friday 
March 3 0 

STUDENT 
PUBLICATIONS 
INTERNSHIP 
SUMMER 2007 

The Rice publications intern works on the Newcomer 's 

Guide, the Beyond the Hedges guide to Houston, the s tudent 

handbook and the campus directory'. This on-campus 

summer position offers hourly compensation for up to twelve 

weeks, approximately 40 hours per week. 

Applications are available online at www.ruf.rice.edu/~stumedia 

and in the Office of Student Media in the Student Center. 

Contact keeper@rice.edu for information. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS 
FRIDAY, MARCH 30. 

Qualify for 

Eliliii 
positions 

worldwide 

O 
o 
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Discover Peace Corps 
Rice s t u d e n t s arc invited t o d i scover the Peace Corps . Visit with 

Peace ( o r p s Represen ta t ive and f o r m e r \ o l u n t c e r i rtca C a n n o n 

w h o se rved tn the Ivorv < oast f r o m 2001 2002. C o m e and learn 

a b o u t w h a t o p p o r t u n i t i e s that await vim in t h e Peace Corps ! 

Wednesday, March 28 
Information Session & Video Presentation 

Meyer Conference Room 
Student Center, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Reserve a seat at rsvp@peacecorps.gov or (214) 253-5471 

www.peacecorps.gov • (800) 424-8580, Option 1 

http://www.ricethresher.org
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~stumedia
mailto:keeper@rice.edu
mailto:rsvp@peacecorps.gov
http://www.peacecorps.gov
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breaking news 
every week 

YES. 
I'd like to subscribe to the Rice Thresher, 
Rice's student-run newspaper. 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone #: ( ) -

State: ZIP: -

Payment: Check (payable to The Rice Thresher) 

Credit Card 

Type of card: Visa 

Number: 

Exp. Date: / 

MasterCard American Express 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE 

$50 Domestic 
$125 International 

PLEASE MAIL FORM TO 

the Rice Thresher 
Attn: Subscriptions 
P.O. Box 1892, MS 524 
Houston, TX 77251-1892 

or fax it to (713) 348-5238. 

Discover 

Signature: Date: 
Cardholder agrees to perform the obligations set forth in the Cardholder's agreement with the Issuer. 
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A few weeks before Midterm Recess 
began, Jim Doty and 

Hunter Gilbert began a social experiment. The two Jones 
College freshmen wanted to network with other Jone-
sians, but cocktails and glad-handing were not exactly what 
they had in mind. The premise was simple enough: Jones 
residents love the Friday afternoon music that is pumped 
through the North College quads by way of "The Rick and 
Prozack Show," and Doty and Gilbert wanted to expand the 
public soundtracking to Saturday afternoons. The duo's 
brainchild, however, is more than two people creating a 
playlist and letting it boom into the quads. Doty and Gilbert 
wanted everyone at Jones to have a say in the Saturday music. 

Less than a decade ago, the best way to do this would 
have been to post flyers, make Cabinet announcements and 
encourage interested residents to meet in one hot, cramped 
room to take turns requesting Fergie and Akon. The pic-
ture is far from appealing, and it is hard to say whether the 
wait to request a song would be worth the claustrophobic 

social life 
effort. So Doty and Gilbert talked about a new method. 
They approached the problem casually at first, thinking 
about how to adapt a system to the busy schedules of other 
students. Then they created an online interface that accepts 
playlist requests from students and queues music on central-
ized software, which can be easily wired to the big speakers 
that rock out Jones Friday — and Saturday — afternoons. 

"It takes requests, keeps everything organized, automati-
cally goes through the requests that it takes, and if there's 
nothing left in the queue it will randomly select something," 
Gilbert said, explaining the inner workings of the program, 
which was dubbed JACS, for Jones Audio Control System. 

Implementing this complex system took weeks, but now 
every Saturday afternoon registered Jones students can 
share their music tastes with their friends after just a few-
clicks of the mouse. Doty and Gilbert hope the experi-
ment grows to include their entire college and becomes 
another fun distraction their peers can do instead of 
homework on the weekend. continued next page 
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t ENTER FACEBOOK 

The current population of Rice students 
grew up online. Their social lives and educa-
tional careers have included technology for 
years. So, for the most part, they adapt easily 
and quickly to electronic innovations in day-
to-day routines. In fact, some might say Rice 
goes online too well. 

"I feel that a lot of people have lost real 
connections with each other," Lovett College 
sophomore Andi Gomez said. "There are a lot 
ofgreat things about what [technology] brings 
and a lot of not so great things." 

The Rice e-mail server receives about 
800,000 messages every day, an astounding 
figure even if one estimates how much spam 
hits the network. These sky-high figures do 
not end at the hedges, though. 

A survey conducted by the Minnesota Daily 
last fall found that about a quarter of students 
spend between two and three hours per day 
online. Around three-quarters of college stu-
dents own a laptop computer, and about one 
in five maintains a blog. 

Further, about three in four students 
prefer sending e-mails to teaching assistants 
and professors over visiting them in their of-
fice and about four in ten prefer resolving an 
interpersonal problem via e-mail rather than 
face-to-face. 

Students use technology now more than 
ever. In this context, Jones' new audio system 
is a logical outgrowth — another innovative 
electronic appendage for the student body. 
Socializing and relationships begin and end 
through email and the Internet, creating a 

campus with a cyborg social life — one part 
real, one part digital. 

"People are online and on computers all the 
time," Brown College sophomore John Land 
said. "[If] the Internet at Rice crashes, I think 
a lot of people would be screwed." 

Land said the Internet can even become a 
social crutch. Students access instant messag-
ing programs to chat with friends over long 
distances in real time and compulsively check 
e-mail, causing time management problems 
and dependence on new media for informa-
tion transfer. 

Also partially to blame is the use of Face-
book for social networking—users can create 
personalized profiles, groups and events, and 
send messages to notify friends about last-
minute changes of plans. Founded in 2004, 
Facebook now has over 17 million members 
worldwide, and "facebooking" is an often-heard 
gerund on campus. 

"In the Rice mentality, you're too busy to 
socialize but never too busy for a Facebook 
message," Land said. 

Users access the site so often that some of 
them have raised concerns about Facebook's 
privacy policies — as easy to personalize as 
it is to use, many Facebook accounts contain 
sensitive pictures and information users do 
not mind sharing with friends, but which 
could look like stained sheets outside their 
intended context: The gossip mill is now the 
gossip matrix. 

Employers and law enforcers have learned 
that students share a lot about themselves 
on their online social networks, as well. 
Some students have seen job offers revoked 
and charges pressed because of material 
posted online. 

Facebooking compounds these problems 
with its tendency to keep students up for hours, 
getting excited about a single message or new 
photo album. 

Land said one of his friends has a note on 
her laptop that reads: "Facebook is a soul-
sucking bitch — stop Facebooking and get 
back to work!" 

BYTES OF ACTIVITY 

Campus events and activities depend heav-
ily on electronic correspondence. Students 
organize events and disperse information 
online for most of the happenings at Rice. 
The Internet is an indispensable tool that 
complements real social interactions and helps 
make them easier to form and maintain. One 
can hardly find an event that does not have 
a corresponding Facebook event page or a 
listserv announcement. 

Carrie Ott-Holland is a Martel College 
sophomore and one of the chairs of Martel's 
cultural committee. She said publicity takes 
up more time than any other part of her job, 
and that sometimes she and her co-chairs 
will advertise an event exclusively via listserv 
e-mails and Facebook messages. 

For event coordinators like Ott-Holland, on-
line communication is so appealing because it 
saves time and reaches more people. Facebook 
groups, which many students form for mass 
communication purposes, are ubiquitous, and 
the site's mass-message feature means that 
hosts can reach large numbers of potential 
guests with only two clicks — avoiding even 
the need to compile e-mail addresses. 

As one of Brown's new Orientation Week 

coordinators, Land said he intends to use Face-
book groups to lead his groups of advisers. 

"I feel like Facebook is checked just as 
often, if not more, than e-mail," Land said. 
"It's just really easy. With O-Week, you have 
to get a large group of people together.... It's 
like herding cats." 

Over the summer, Land also plans to contact 
new freshmen via Facebook. He said incom-
ing students usually have Facebook accounts 
even before arriving on campus — the site is 
in use at many American high schools — and 
he thinks that for many students, e-mail is less 
personal than Facebook. He agreed that getting 
a Facebook message feels more casual and 
meaningful for students than e-mail, something 
that would help incoming freshmen feel more 
socially acclimated to the new environment. 

Online information dispersal is also crucial 
for campus organizations such as the Student 
Association, Willy's Pub and Coffee House — 
each of which has a Rice Facebook group. 
Martel sophomore Jordan Davis, Pub's ad-
vertising and public relations manager, said 
even though electronic advertising takes up 
about 10 percent of his time on the job, it has 
the biggest results. Davis said he uses mailing 
lists and Facebook to advertise to students, and 
he gives this advertising part of the credit for 
increasing Pub attendance this year. 

"Ifyou're like any other college student, you 
check your e-mail about every five seconds or 
Facebook every five minutes, even if nothing 
has changed," Davis said. "[We get our] mes-
sages across a lot easier because a lot more 
people check their Facebook than read the 
paper ... and see where our ad is. They prob-
ably won't remember a printed ad, but they'll 
remember a Facebook message." 
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Shadows of students social lives appear online with every minute spent on Facebook, making it difficult to discern where reality ends and the Internet begins. 
MARCUS ROMAN THRESHER 

A Look at the 
Cyber-Life of 
Rice Students 

J As of March 22, the Rice Facebook network had 7 ,008 members 

• About 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 e-mails are sent to Rice servers each day 

• www.rice.edu receives about 1 ,000 ,000 visits every month 

• In February, www.ricethresher.org averaged 226 visits per day 

• Last year, 39 percent of Rice students rated access to course-
related online audio and video streams as very important. 

According to a recent survey conducted by the Rice University Information Technology Department: 

87 
44 

percent of students use 
e-mail "very frequently." 

percent of students own 
and write in an online blog. 

percent of students use 
Instant Messaging software 
"very frequently.'" 

89 
26 
15 

percent of students have 
watched videos on YouTube. 

percent of students use social 
networking sites such as 
Facebook "very frequently.M 

percent of students do not 
use social networking sites. 

53 
27 

percent of students use a cell 

phone "very frequently." 

percent of students use a 
TiVo or similar device to 
at least some degree. 

NO I K: These results represent the findings of the survey 
two days before it closed. Percentages nta\ have 
changed with the (mat results. 

http://www.rice.edu
http://www.ricethresher.org
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Even though it seems that Facebook is 
taking over almost all social information flow, 
student organizations employ other electronic 
media as well. 

Rice Program Council president-elect 
Maggy Taylor said the online RFC calendar 
is available for all students to access and post 
events to. Like the music system developed by 
Doty and Gilbert, it will become a democratic 
logbook, accessible from anywhere. 

"RPC is a committee that every single Rice 
student is a part of, so we just want every Rice 
student to be involved,"Taylor, a Will Rice Col-
lege sophomore, said. "Who just sits on their 
computer all day and doesn't go out?" 

The calendar's convenience makes it an 
ideal tool for entertainment-hungry students, 
Taylor said, and she thinks it contributes to 
the quality of campus life. 

The first issue of The Rice Standard was 
published Monday, and its production was done 
almost exclusively online. Standard Editor in 
Chief Alice Townes led the production and she 
said staff members communicated with her 
online for the majority of the process, so they 
collaborated without face-to-face communication 
to make the publication's logistics smoother. 

"Ninety percent of the communication was 
online," Townes, a Will Rice sophomore, said. 
"It's just more efficient that way." In other words, 
the Standard, continuing in a vein common with 
Rice publications, was produced with heavy 
dependence on technology, trading people for 
computers. 

This proliferation of online socializing and 
organizing forces university administrators 
and community groups to adapt. For Rice's 
Information Technology department, the expan-
sion of Internet use called for a strengthening 
of network infrastructure and an increase in 
bandwidth available to the Rice community. 

'The struggle for us is that students (have] 
expectations," Director of Academic and Re-
search Computing Rick Peterson said. "How 
do you keep delivering services that are equal 
or better than what you get basically for free 
on the Web?" 

Other universities have outsourced e-mail 
handling and server maintenance to outside 
groups. Arizona State University, for example, 
offered student e-mail accounts to Google's 
Gmail last year. 

Vice Provost for Information Technology 
Kamran Khan believes Rice student needs are 
being met without major glitches. IT expanded 
the capabilities of the network over the summer 
by improving wireless access. 

"Our lives are dependent on technology, 
and I think it's going to continue to be that 
[way]," Khan said. "Ilie question is: How do 
you balance your social life ... with what's done 
in cyberspace? I don't think anyone has a really 
good answer to that." 

Khan said the dynamic needs of students re-
quire attention and support. In order to measure 
what students require for their online work, IT 
asked students to participate in an online survey 
that ended today. (See"ALook attheCyber-Iife 
of Rice") It included many questions about social 
devices and individual Web sites. 

Vice President for Public Affairs Linda 

Thrane emphasized the importance of Rice's 
strong Web presence to foster a collective stu-
dent identity. From her experience with students 
in her two-year tenure as vice president for uni-
versity relations at the University of Minnesota, 
she said she knows they prefer short clips of 
information presented quickly and efficiently 
to match their busy schedules. 

"Students and a whole lot of other people 
are really busy, and there's information com-
ing at us from all different directions," Thrane 
said. "We want to get it in shorter bites than 
we used to." 

Information and entertainment providers 
in Houston also see that students have pushed 
their social lives online and that they look 
for digital services as much as possible. The 
Houston Symphony began its Wavelength 
program to cater to a younger audience, and 
it communicates primarily through listservs 
and its Web site. 

Radio stations are looking for ways to reach 
the growing online audience as well. KUHF 88.7 
FM has pushed for new media initiatives, includ-
ing podcasts, high-quality Web audio streams, 
and high-definition radio. Rice's own KTRU 
91.7 FM has online music request services 
and Web streams for listeners. To keep up with 
the demand for on-demand video content that 
services like YouTube provides, Rice TV 5 will 
soon begin posting videos on their Web site for 
students to access at their leisure. 

"As the broadband revolution continues, 
it will become more and more important for 
broadcasters to continue to develop their online 
content in order to compete with their terrestrial 
competitors and the new media," KTRU station 
manager Will Robedee said. "From an economic 
standpoint, there is no choice [but | to embrace 
new technology due to the eroding audience 
for broadcast programming, even if that means 
losing money in the short term." 

The Houston Press, a local weekly, provides 
an enormous amount of online content and 
entertainment listings. It has become one of 
the digital hubs of Houston social life, and in 
the last week alone, it drew over 75,000 visitors. 
Producers of printed media also realize the 
shifting nature of social lives. 

"I think it's crucial we accept that the way 
people get their information has changed, 
and that's why we have a Web site and are 
making improvements," Press editor Margaret 
Downing said. 

Downing also said the site's blog, "Hous-
toned," is aimed to younger viewers. Its content 
caters to the Web-savvy. YouTube-watching 
readership who want to find out what concerts 
and events are around town for the weekend 
and who want to read irreverent commentary. 
"Houstoned" was voted the best local blog in 
Houston by Houston Press readers last year. 
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Online lives are less stressful than real life, 
and it is easier than ever to socialize from a 
desk all day. The future of face-to-face relation-
ships seems less certain. Doty and Gilbert 
said social identity came from more than the 
Web could offer. 

"I don't think that anything electronic or 
on the Web will be part of the Jones identity," 
Gilbert said. "That comes from something 
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Jones College freshmen Jim Doty and Hunter Gilbert designed an audio control system so fellow 
Joneslans could request Saturday afternoon music for the quad online. 

else." I )oty added that the meaningful activities 
at O-Week and Beer Bike that forged stronger 
bonds than can be forged online. 

When she organizes events for Martel, 
()tt-Holland finds online services help, but that 
they do not make events special. 

"Being with the people and seeing the event 
is the most gratifying part of my job," she said. 
'There 's something about social interaction 
that is fulfilling. ... A lot of times, you don't 
know the expression or reaction when you 
send a message or e-mail." 

At Willy's Pub. where hundreds of students 
get together to have a good time after hearing 
about events through the Internet. I )avis stressed 
his commitment to the venue's atmosphere. 

"It's about the personalities and the faces," 
he said. "That will keep the people coming." 

E-mail, Facebook and the Internet seem 
to be the social grease for a fulfilling campus 

social life. The two parts of the cyborg social 
life complement each other, helping each other 
grow and become more enriching. Student can 
still talk and learn from each other in person, 
but the Internet facilitates more relationships 
and more events, helping more people get out 
and live a great Rice life. The millions of people 
on Facebook are not automatons. Most of them 
probably even have a richer social life than if 
they went without. 

Because, in the end, real people together 
have too much fun. 

"I just don't think there's a substitute for 
hanging out," I.and said. 

It seems that students will continue to 
demand high quality online communication 
services, but naysayers need not worry about 
this cyborg. The real, human half of the cyborg 
social life lives well and prospers. No one really 
likes a robot social life. 

Cyborg theory and online minds 

SEAN MCBEATH 

To blend in, we're going to have to net like 
robots, talk like robots, walk like robots... 

perhaps even DANCE like robots! 

The word "cyborg" often brings 
to mind C-3PO or Lieutenant Com-
mander Data, but few people real-
ize that the definition of a cyborg is 
more expansive than that. Short 
for "cybernetic organism," the 
term encompasses any organic 
creature that uses technologi-
cal prosthetics to enhance its 
natural abilities. Whether the 
prosthetics are simple visual 
enhancers (like eyeglasses) 
or portals into cyberspace, if 
they are a product of inven-
tion, they are cyborgean. In 

a way, we're all cyborgs. 
Cyborg theory is a way of 

looking at the human in terms 
of its interactions with technology. 
Feminist critic Donna Haraway 
used the image of the cyborg to 
expand the very notion of what 
it means to be human, breaking 
down the traditional notion of 
the body as the center of human 

identity. For Haraway, there is 
nothing particularly sacred about 
the borders of the body, so a ham-

mer can be as much a part of a 
person as a fist. Cyborg theory is 
closely associated with Haraway's 
f emin i sm, t h r o u g h which s h e 
sought to break down the rigid 
identity classifications that begin 
with the body. Human /an ima l , 
organic/inorganic, male/female — 
all of t hese dua l i sms b e c o m e 
meaningless when the physical 
body is no longer a privileged site. 
A cyborg is about fusion and pos-
sibility fueled by transcendence of 
the body's borders. 

These boundaries are not the 
only b o r d e r s b roken down by 
some cyborg theorists. Philoso-
pher Andy Clark, past director of 
Indiana University's cognitive sci-
ence program, proposed a theory 
of cognition in which an individual 
human mind is thought to be in that 
person's notepads, phone books 
and perhaps even in his Facebook 
account, as well as in the brain in 
his head. Think Memento, and imag-
ine all of Guy Pearce's tattoos and 
photos as part of his mind. Really. 

The implications of this theory 
range far and hit hard for phi-
losophers of the mind, computer 
p rogrammers and memory- loss 
patients alike. The theory, dubbed 
either "cognitive hybridization" or 
"the extended mind." depending on 
the person writing about it, was one 
of the main subjects of Clark's book 
Natural Born Cyborgs. 

Haraway's and Clark's theories 
have important implications for a 
world that finds itself increasingly 
conflicted about its relationship to 
the tools it has created. In particular, 
the joining of the real and the virtual 
through video games, computers and 
the Internet brings cyborg imagery 
right to the forefront. How far does a 
person actually enter virtual reality, 
if we ignore the fact that the body 
stays in one place? For new media 
scholars, the cyborg human — the 
post-human — is the next step in 
evolution. 

-Amanda Phillips and 
Julia Bursten 
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New Hollywood cannot live up to old 
Bollywood in The Namesake 

OUTDOORS 

Bayou Art Festival 

Voted in the "Top 5 Fairs and 

Festivals" by Americanstyle 

Magazine readers, the Bayou 

City Art Festival is not one 

to miss. It will feature art, 

music, dance, food and even 

free samples of Burt's Bees 

products. The festival runs 

today through Sunday, from 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission 

is $10 for adults and free for 

children 12 and under. 

Memorial Park 

6 5 0 1 Memorial Dr. 

bayouartfestival.com 

THEATER 

Wicked 

Find out the story of the 

Wicked Witch of the West 

and Glinda the Good Witch 

before Dorothy appeared on 

the scene. This enchanting 

musical has won a Grammy 

and three Tony Awards. See it 

March 28 - April 15. 

Subsidized tickets are 

available from Rice Programs 

Council for April 15. Otherwise 

you can buy them in a day-of 

lottery for $25, or online at 

ticketmaster.com. 

Hobby Center 

800 Bagby St. 

CONCERT 

Switchfoot 

You may have heard this 

San Diegan band in the 

2002 tearjerker A Walk to 

Remember. If you're not 

already a fan, you will be 

after seeing them tonight at 

7 p.m. Tickets cost $20 at 

ticketmaster.com. 

Warehouse Live | 

813 Saint Emmanuel St. 2 

by T a s h a C h e m p l a v i l 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Based on Pu l i t ze r Pr ize w i n n e r 
J h u m p a Lahir i ' s nove l of t h e s a m e 
n a m e , The Namesake fo l lows t h e 
m e m b e r s of t h e G a n g u l i family a s 
they a t t e m p t to b a l a n c e t h e i r Indi-
an h e r i t a g e with an A m e r i c a n way 
of life. 

'the namesake' 
• • • • of five 

now playing at 
River Oaks 

T h e film s h o w s t h e s t r u g g l e s of 
two g e n e r a t i o n s of t h e Gangul i fami-
ly: A s h o k e (The Killer's I r fan Khan) , 
h i s wife A s h i m a (Shock 's Tabu ) and 
thei r son Gogol (Harold and Kumar 
Go to White Castle's Kal Penn ) . 

C h o o s i n g to e x p e r i e n c e t h e 
world t h r o u g h b o o k s r a t h e r t h a n ac-
tual t ravel ing, A s h o k e is qu i t e hap-
py in h is nat ive India . T h a t is, until a 
near-fatal t ra in acc iden t m a k e s h i m 
reeva lua te h i s t h ink ing . T h e f i lm's 
title c o m e s f r o m h o w A s h o k e man-
aged to su rv ive h i s t r auma t i c t ra in 
c rash . As h e lay a lmos t comple te ly 
immobi le in t h e acc iden t ' s wreck-
age, h e c lu t ched a p a g e of t h e b o o k 
h e h a d b e e n r e a d i n g on t h e train. 
T h e f lu t ter of p a p e r c a u g h t t h e e y e 
of a r e s c u e w o r k e r w h o would have 
o t h e r w i s e o v e r l o o k e d A s h o k e ' s 
ba t t e r ed body. T h e b o o k w a s The 
Overcoat by Nikolai Gogol . T h u s , 
A s h o k e n a m e d h i s son a f t e r t h e 
m a n w h o essent ia l ly saved h i s life. 
Wi th t h e line, "We all c a m e f r o m 
Gogol ' s overcoa t , " A s h o k e r e m i n d s 
t he a u d i e n c e — and h i s son — about 
how e x p e r i e n c e s s h a p e lives and 
how impor t an t family is. 

After h i s a r r a n g e d m a r r i a g e with 
Ash ima , t h e two set t le in a New York 
s u b u r b to build the i r family. A s h i m a 
longs for India, whi le A s h o k e reve l s 
in t he possibi l i t ies of t h e A m e r i c a n 
d r e a m . Gogol is just an A m e r i c a n 
kid do ing h is bes t to b lend in with 
the res t of his g e n e r a t i o n . 

D i rec to r Mi ra Nai r (Monsoon 
Wedding) h a s a h i s t o r y of m a k i n g 
movies that p o r t r a y t h e l i fes tyles of 
Ind ians and Ind ian-Amer icans . Not 
only do h e r own e x p e r i e n c e s in In-
dia and t h e Uni ted S ta tes give h e r 
a u n i q u e ins ight into h e r f i lms, b u t 
s h e m a n a g e s to t u r n h e r c h a r a c t e r s 
into real people . H e r ability to m a k e 
cul ture-cent r ic p r o b l e m s un iversa l 
and e n t e r t a i n i n g m a k e s h e r t h e 
pe r f ec t p e r s o n to d i r ec t t h e most ly 
Indian cas t of The Namesake. 

77te Namesake is well-wri t ten 
and genu ine ly e n t e r t a i n i n g . T h e 
film h a s s o m e t h i n g for e v e r y o n e . 
Al though t h e G a n g u l i s a r e Sou th 
Asian, t he i r s t o r y c r o s s e s cul tura l 
b o r d e r s and b r i d g e s gene ra t iona l 
gaps . The Namesake can b e w a t c h e d 
as easily with a f r i end a s with a fa-
ther. It is so e a s y to s e e o n e ' s own 
family in t h e Gangu l i s . 

Amaz ing p e r f o r m a n c e s f r o m 
Khan and T a b u t u r n wha t could 
have b e e n a heavy -handed fi lm 
abou t t he ass imi la t ion s t r u g g l e s of 
i m m i g r a n t s into a m o v i n g depic t ion 
of o n e family 's a t t e m p t to p r e s e r v e 
its cul tural values . T h e Bollywood 
v e t e r a n s k n o w h o w to act the i r 
h e a r t s out wi thout le t t ing t h e e f fo r t 
s h o w on s c r e e n . 

As for Penn , h e cou ld l ea rn a 
t h ing o r two f r o m h i s movie par-
en t s . G o g o l is a typical f irst-gen-

era t ion Indian-
A m e r i c a n kid. H e 
super f ic ia l ly r e b e l s 
aga ins t h i s par-
en t s , bu( u l t imate ly 
c o m p l i e s with the i r 
w i s h e s . It is a lmos t 
t h e d r a m a t i c ver-
s ion of Perm's Ku-
m a r in Harold and 
Kumar Go to White 
Castle. But as t h e 

See NAME, page 16 

$ 
COURTESY FOX SEARCHLIGHT 

New to America, the Ganguli family must learn to adapt to a way of life miles apart from their conservative Indian ways 
In The Namesake. 

Chatting with The Namesake's Kal Penn: 
The South Asian actor talks about growing up Indian, 
taking on serious roles, cheebah and cheetahs 

<r 

Tasha Chemp-
lavil interviewed 
Kal Penn at a 
press confer-
ence for The 
Namesake held 
in Los Angeles. 

What was it like for you growing 
up Indian-American in New Jersey? 
Did you face any of the stereotypes 
that the Gangulis did? 

Yeah.Thanks to the genius of "The 
Simpsons" and Indiana Jones and 
the Temple of Doom, it took a little 
bit of work to explain to people that 
I'm neither a cartoon character or 
a monkey-brain eater. 

What was it like trying to break 
out of the role of Kumar and act 
non-comedically? 

It was very welcome. ... We're 
[shooting] the Harold and Kumar 
sequel right now ... as far as break-
ing away from the Taj/Epic Movie 
disaster — I mean, scenario — it 
was a welcome change. 

What was it like working with 
director Mira Nair? 

It was awesome. She was one of 
my role models growing up — really 
inspired me to go into filmmaking. 
So to come full circle and have the 
chance to work with her was very, 
very incredible. 

Could you please comment on the 
casting process? 

[Mira's] son, who was 14 at the 
t ime, Zohran, every night before 
bed. because he was such a huge 
fan of Harold and Kumar, said, 
'Mom, why don't you audition Kal 
Penn?' And simultaneous to that, 
Mira's agent ... his son was 15 
— his name was Sam. Sam would 
say to his dad. 'Dad, I 'm tell ing 
you, you have to convince Mira to 
audition Kal Penn. I loved Harold 
and Kumar Go to White Castle. 
... So finally, after every single 
night of having her son and her 
agent's son berate her she agreed 
to audit ion me. ... So Zohran and 
Sam are like my best friends now. 

Tell me what it was like filming 
in India. 

It was intense. ... I really enjoyed 
Calcut ta. ... Contrary to the 
bullshit in movies like City of Joy, 
it's a very clean city. They have a 
communist government, so their 
literacy rate is astronomical. It's 
almost at 100 percent. Treatment 
of men and women is a lot less 
disparate than in other places. 
Because their literacy rate is so 
high they post — granted it's a 
government newspaper — but 
they post the newspaper on the 
street corners, so that everyone 
has access to the news. So it's 
a very artistic, very literate, very 
cultural, very clean city. It was 
awesome. 

What do you think about the 
eventual failure of Gogol's mar-
riage? Do you think that that 
proved that it wasn't enough to 
have the cultural similarity? 

I think it showed me that ethnic-
ity and culture have nothing to 
do with [love]. And I think that's 
summarized when they break up 
and she says, 'Maybe it's not 
enough that we're both Bengali.' 
And that thought never entered 
his mind until she brought it up. 
He's like, 'Well, that's not why 
I love you. I love you because 
you speak French. ... I don't love 
you because we're both Bengali.' 
That's bullshit. 

Did you read any books by Gogol 
during the filming? 

No, I wanted to not read [them], 
I had not read Gogol before that 
and I decided not to read any 
Gogol until after we were done 
fi lming because the character 
hadn't read him. 

There were some nice moments 
that seemed spontaneous — 
where you guys were dancing 
before the lovemaking — was 
that all spontaneous? 

No, not at all. That was all cho-
reographed. ... Up until the day 
we shot it, I felt very awkward. ... 

But as soon as we started shoot-
ing it, it felt immediately organic. 
You see this intimacy between 
the two characters. Gogol's a very 
quiet guy in public unless you 
know someone really well and this 
was an example of how well and 
intimately he trusts this woman by 
appearing foolish ... Weird foreplay. 

Did you think the adaptation from 
the novel to the script was accu-
rate and well done? 

I think so. Because the themes 
of the novel are the same as the 
themes of the film. It ends with 
a feeling of family and a feeling 
of hope. 

Coming from your comedy roots, 
was this more or less difficult? 

It's a different kind of challenge. I 
kind of approached preparation in 
the same way. Something like Har-
old and Kumar where you're ridinga 
cheetah high as a kite — there's an 
odd sense of reality in the confines 
of something so absurd. So, if you 
don't believe that you're actually 
doing those things and if you don't 
fully believe that that reality exists, 
then it's not going to exist for t h f 
audience. I think it's the same with 
a drama, except in this case you 
have a Pulitzer-winning author's 
manuscript to base it off of. 

What was it like working with the 
two Bollywood stars? 

It was great. I hadn't seen that 
much of their stuff. They had done 
mostly Bollywood films and I had 
done mostly comedies and the three 
of us met in the middle doing this 
awesome film for Mira Nair. 

What do you have [planned] in the 
immediate future? 

We're shooting the Harold and Ku 
mar sequel right now, so that' l l go 
until the middle of May. Then I'm 
doing a pilot for NBC called "The 
Call" — guys from "24" producing 
it. It's a single camera half-hour 
comedy about two EMTs in L.A. I 
play this neurotic EMT guy. And then 
we'll see after that. 



THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, MARCH 23,2007 13 

Premonition wastes viewers' time, money 
by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER STAFF 

A good score is a key to a good 
movie. Would that animatronic 
shark in Jaws be as frightening 
if the ominous "duh-dun, duh-
dun, duh-dun" did not accompany 
it? When Scarlett vows to "never 
be hungry again," would her 
words be as powerful if "Tara's 
Theme" did not swell majestically 
in the background? 

premonition' 

• • of five 

now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

Premonition features a similarly 
prominent score that is often the 
sole on-screen sound. But the mu-
sic merely calls attention to the fact 
that Premonition is just a science 
fiction drama that masquerades as 
a thriller. 

Initially, the plaintive piano and 
violin notes convey an appropri-
ate sense of impending doom. As 
housewife Linda Hanson (Miss 
Congeniality s Sandra Bullock) 
g o e s about her mundane daily ac-
tivities one morning she does not 
have a sense of the tragedy that 
will soon interrupt her life. But 
thanks to the music, the audience 
sure does. Soon, however, the score 
becomes downright silly: Time 
and again the music intensifies, 
signaling an looming horror that 
never materializes. 

T h e initial concept of the movie 
is intriguing. Linda experiences 
the week of her husband's Uulian 
McMahon of TV's "Nip/Tuck") 
death out of time sequence, which 
implies that she may be able to 

prevent it. But Premonition nev-
er ge t s past this device and the 
ultimate conclusion is shallow. It is 
as if iMutlos Mennan Yapo, direct-
ing his first major movie release, 
felt an urgency to wrap up the 
movie under two hours at the cost 
of plot development. 

Not content with a straightfor-
ward drama, Premonition tries too 
hard to be scary. Nearly every-
one with whom Linda interacts 
has an air of creepiness — even 
her mother. It might not be a bad 
idea for psychologists and psychia-
trists to put together a class-action 
lawsuit against Yapo for his depic-
tion of the unnecessarily eerie Dr. 
Norman Roth (Nacho Litre's Peter 
Stormare), conveniently the only 
psychotherapist listed in Linda's 
phonebook. Roth's inattentive and 
irresponsible therapy style is the 
hackneyed and inaccurate por-
trayal of therapists that should be 
reserved for cheap slasher flicks. 

Similarly unnecessary is Linda's 
cigarette smoking at the start of 
the movie. Since the cigarettes dis-
appear as Linda's stress mounts, 
it is hard to make a connection 
between her smoking and her men-
tal turmoil. Instead, it is just an 
inconsistency in Linda's suburban 
mom character. 

To make up for its lack of ex-
planation about the reason for 
Linda's time-traveling, the movie 
briefly tries to incorporate a les-
son about the important aspects 
of life. A late-in-the-game visit 
with a priest — who conveniently 
pulls out a book about examples of 
similar incidents — moralizes that 
Linda's lack of faith has caused the 
events. Unfortunately, Yapo's idea of 
a religious theme is poorly execut-
ed. Introduced too late and brought 

COURTESY TRISTAR PICTURES 

Linda (Miss Congeniality's Sandra Bullock) must unravel time to save her husband's life in Premonition. 

up again in hurried flashbacks, it 
becomes a failed attempt to provide 
the movie with an overall sense 
of purpose. 

Despite this lack of substance 
and its glaring inconsistencies, 
Premonition is not all bad. In fact, 
it does a lot of things right, start-
ing with Bullock. As Linda, the 
actress conveys her grief and con-
fusion without hysterics and tears. 
Similarly, excepting the lack of a vi-
sion, screenwriter Bill Kelly (Blast 

from the Past) does well moving 
the him quickly into the meat of 
the story without a lot of unneces-
sary exposition. 

The movie also excels in making 
the audience identify with Iinda's 
confusion. Viewers discover infor-
mation alongside Linda and have 
the same memories of the mixed-
up week. The only element missing 
is an emotional connection with any 
character other than Linda, which 
makes it hard to care about the 

movie's conclusion. The audience 
is invested in unraveling the mys-
tery and seeing the week through 
to the end rather than saving the 
life of Linda's husband. 

A favorable option to seeing the 
whole movie is just to watch the 
trailer. Most of the critical scenes 
are included, and some of the 
more confusing ones are omitted. 
Forgoing the movie for tl i? trailer 
will leave audiences with the same 
questions in a fraction of the time. 
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Wii's SSX Blur brings snowy slopes to Houston game rooms 
by A m a n d a P h i l l i p s 
THRESHER STAFF 

For those of us stuck in the 
balmy Bayou City because of 
classes, virtual reality makes for a 
great vacation destination. As the 
Houston heat creeps back onto 
campus, it might be time to fire up 
the old Nintendo for some refresh-
ing snowboard supercross. 

'ssx blur' 
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tor the Nintendo Wii 

SSX Blur, recently released by 
Electronic Arts Sports for the Wii, 
provides thrills, chills and snow-
board spills aplenty for the pow-
der-deprived. The newest install-
ment in the critically-acclaimed 
SSX series, Blur takes off in a 
new direction that is novel and re-
freshing at first, but soon starts to 

show the limits of its technology. 
Aesthetically, Blur has a cheesy 

pop cartoon feel that keeps up 
the high energy of the game and 
masks the Wii's limited visual pro-
cessing power. Gamers get their 
pick of avatars to hit the slopes, 
which is no easy task considering 
the selection. A dozen men and 
women hailing from destinations 
as far-ranging as Japan and Aus-
tralia fill out the stable of choices. 
The characters are brightly col-
ored and improbably dressed. 

The mountainsides are unnatu-
rally pristine. Music full of retro 
techno glory pumps throughout the 
courses changing magically with the 
actions of the player. Although over-
use of the terms "uber" and "groovy" 
in big, technicolor banners across 
the screen severely undermines 
the sense of achievement they are 
supposed to impart, the out-of-this-
world slope action speaks for itself. 
SSX Blur is one wild, goofy ride. 

This stylizing is like the rest 
of the SSX series, but what revo-
lutionizes this installment is the 
smart application of the Wii's mo-
tion-sensing capabilities. 

In Blur, the Wii Nunchuk ex-
tension is the gamer's best friend, 
enabling a surprisingly tight con-
trol over the movements of the 
zooming avatar. Players control 
basic moves with the Nunchuk's 
joystick, but jumping and carving 
with the board for more precise 
turns are both motion-sensitive. 
The result feels very natural, al-
most as if the Nunchuk hand is 
actually tracing the avatar's path 
down the mountainside. Twist the 
hand to turn left or right, tip for-
ward to speed up and add a flick of 
the wrist to launch your boarder 
into the blue — once again, Nin-
tendo's overhaul of its game con-
troller appears quite triumphant. 

Unfortunately, the learning 
curve for Blur can be a bit steep. 
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The game's tutorial mode does a 
decent job of familiarizing play-
ers with the basic controls of the 
game, but when it comes to the 
liner points of doing fun stuff like 
flips and spins, trial and error are 
a bit more effective than the in-
game instructions. 

This stylizing is 
like the rest of 
the SSX series, 
but what 
revolutionizes 
this installment is 
the smart 
application of 
the Wii's 
MOTION-
SENSING 
capabilities. 

Gone are the days of button-
mashing glory. Instead wild ges-
ticulating with the Wiimote gov-
erns the snowboarder's mid-air 
maneuvers. Be warned, however: 
Getting the boarder off the ground 
and spinning around is one thing, 
but avoiding the hysterical slow-
motion faceplant in the snow is 
quite another. Sometimes the 

frustration and unresponsiveness 
of the trick controls overshadow 
the elation of basic boarding. 

In addition, the difficulty of mas-
tering the game's most impressive 
line of mid-air maneuvers, known 
as Uber Tricks, can be a major 
turnoff for all but the most dedi-
cated snowboard game fanatics. 
Uber Tricks involve the Wiimote, 
requiring the gamer to hold down 
a button and trace specific shapes 
in the air. This is a good idea in 
theory, but the game's ability to 
recognize these symbols is quite 
inconsistent. A difficult game is 
tolerable when skills can reason-
ably improve, but SSX Blur makes 
this process downright frustrat-
ing. Whether these glitches are 
a result of poor programming or 
mechanical failure is difficult to 
determine, but these problems 
are always a risk when playing 
with wireless controllers. 

SSX Blur has its rewards and 
genuine triumphs, but glitchy 
controls always have a way of ru-
ining the moment. While the re-
cord scratching and music halting 
when you wipeout may be amus-
ing at first, but after a few dozen 
times, the fist-shaking motion 
needed to pick avatars back up 
will become more and more genu-
ine. Still, the game is not a com-
plete failure, and anyone looking 
for that snowy escape on a balmy 
afternoon might find the outra-
geous peaks to be the perfect dis-
traction from a problem set. 

Love Books? 
'This summer; begin a new chapter. Teach Reading. 

The Institute of Reading Development is seeking candidates for Summer 2007 

teaching positions We seek applicants with an undergraduate degree or higher 

from any discipline. We provide a paid training program and comprehensive 

on-going support. 

Summer teaching positions with the Institute offer the opportunity to 

• Earn more than $6000 during the summer. Teachers typically earn between 

$600 and $850 per week while teaching. 

• Gain over 500 hours of teacher-training and teaching experience with a 

variety of age groups 

• Help students of all ages develop their reading skills and ability to become 

imaginatively absorbed in books. 

The Institute is a private school that teaches developmental reading programs 

in partnership with the continuing education departments of more than 100 

colleges and universities across the United States. Our classes for students 

of all ages improve their reading skills and teach them to experience absorption 

in literature. 

We hire people who 

• Have strong reading skills and read for pleasure 

• Are responsible and hard working 

• Have good communication and organization skills 

• Will be patient and supportive with students 

• Have regular access to a reliable car 

We welcome you to submit an on-line application and learn more about 
teaching for the Institute at our website 

http://www.readingprograms.org/teachingjobs 
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Pitman Award funds students' exploration of art, identity 
by Derrick Huang 
THRESHER STAFF 

The buzz of power tools, the 
piles of sawdust and the smell of 
fresh paint that have filled the Rice 
Media Center over the past few 
weeks gave way to a polished and 
captivating art exhibit that show-
cases the work of three promising 
Rice students. 

'mav i sx . pitman award 
exhibition' 
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at Rice Media Center 
through April 10 

The Mavis C. Pitman Award, 
sponsored through the Department 
of Visual and Dramatic Arts, was 
first conceived 26 years ago when 
current art department chair Karin 
Broker and Rus Pitman teamed up 
to create a program that would sup-
port students financially in their 
work. Each year, three students in 
the department receive this award, 
named in honor of Pitman's mother, 
based on proposal and portfolio 
review. The young artists each re-
ceive $1300 to fund their displays 
for the group exhibition. This year's 
recipients are Jones College junior 
Myrth Killingsworth, Wiess Col-
lege senior Perry Papadopoulos 
and Wiess senior Eric Hester. 

The three students worked in-
dependently but collaborated in 
making use of the available space 
in the RMC. Each piece com-
mands its own section of the room, 
but they synergistically combine 
to create a thought-provoking vi-
sual experience. 

Killingsworth's "Gaia: One Body" 
graces most of the wall space in the 
exhibition. It consists of a series of 
four monochromatic paintings de-
picting a nude figure in various pos-
es, and it is accompanied by a series 
of prints. The work is inspired by 
the artist's meditations on the body, 
both physical and spiritual. 

The paintings are specifically 
influenced by the Gaia movement, 
which sees the earth as a living or-
ganism. Killingsworth chose burnt 
umber paint for its muddy tones — 
the thematically-appropriate name 
is just a perk — and applied it to 
the canvas predominantly with her 
hands and other earthy tools. 

"I want them to realize that the 
figures are made of earth," she said. 
"I want them to feel the earth inside 
of themselves." 

As further explanation of this 
theme of universal interconnected-
ness, Killingsworth says her prints 
are like notes for her spiritual ex-

ploration about the relationship be-
tween man, plant, animal and earth. 
On her portrayal of the human body 
in her work, she said, "I tried to for-
get all the anatomical drawings I'd 
seen, and I tried to draw what I felt 
under my skin." 

Papadopoulos' installation, enti-
tled "Color Bars," is also a personal 
exploration into the nature of iden-
tity. The work is inspired by a com-
bination of printmaking and digital 
techniques that the artist has been 
working with over the past year. 

Four adjustable Plexiglass plates 
are suspended from the ceiling, 
each printed with a different-col-
ored self-portrait of Papadopou-
los. The colors are based on the 
CMYK — cyan, magenta, yel-
low and black — process style of 
color printing, a pattern echoed in 
the pattern on the wall adjacent to 
the suspension. A mirror just be-
yond the color plates draws the 
audience into the piece, allowing 
them to see the piece from a differ-
ent angle. 

"I want people to be able to 
see themselves through me, and to 
see me in themselves," Papadopou-
los said. 

At various points over the course 
of the exhibition, Papadopoulos will 
return to reposition the plates so 
that the audience will be able to 
walk through the layers of the im-
age and experience it again in a dif-
ferent light. 

In "Room," Hester delves into 
memories of his childhood to cre-
ate an autobiographical sculpture 
that stands in the center of the 
room. A steel, plaster and wax 
figure stands at the entrance of 
a dark, boxy room. Inside is a 
bed, constructed from aluminum, 
and an internally illuminated wax 
carving of a child figure hiding 
under the bed. Both the figure un-
der the bed and the figure outside — 
posed in such a way that he appears 
to be lifting the covers on the distant 
bed — are modeled after himself. 
They represent his thoughts on 
growing up now that he is on the 
threshold of "real life." Essen-
tially creating its own space in the 
exhibit, this dark room creates a 
softly lit enclosure that is somehow 
both surreal and familiar at the 
same time. 

One of the strengths of this exhi-
bition is the variety of visual media 
represented in the works: The art-
ists complement one another and 
they also developed their own skills 
and abilities while working on this 
project. The students felt these de-
velopments to be a natural progres-
sion over time while creating their 
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work. Killingsworth, who has a 
strong background in drawing and 
painting, said she had originally en-
visioned a series of eight paintings. 
However, she took up printmaking 
this semester and was encouraged 
to incorporate some of her prints 
into the Pitman show. 

"/ want people to be 
able to see themselves 
through me, and to see 
me in themselves." 

— P e r r y P a p a d o p o l o u s 

Papadopoulos said his piece 
developed over time. He had 
worked with engraving similar 
color schemes last semester, but 
with landscapes. Another of his 
ideas was to actually mold plastic 
into the desired form, but he even-
tually decided to opt for the digital 
technique of color separation and 
ultraviolet hardened plastic print-
ing on Plexiglass. 

Hester said such variety is not 
uncommon in the world of art. In 
fact, it is not really considered much 
of an issue. Hester also received 
the Pitman award last year, but de-
cided to follow his current interests 
in sculpture for this year's show 
rather than to propose another pho-
tographic collection. Having grown 
up with a background in both two-
and three-dimensional art — his fa-
ther is a photographer, his mother 
an architect — he says that he is 
comfortable working with a many 
different media. 

COURTESY PAUL HESTER 

Wiess College seniors Eric Hester and Perry Papadopoulos and Jones College 
sophomore Myrth Killingsworth won $1300 apiece to create a cohesive exhibit. 

GSA AWARDS -- CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

It is time once again to recognize those outstanding graduate students, faculty and staff who do their utmost to 
enrich the lives of Rice graduate students by nominating them for the 2007 Graduate Student Association 
Awards. 

The GSA annually confers five awards, as described below I HE DEAD!.INK I O K SI BMISSIONS IS 
M'RII . 2, 2007. Letters of nomination describing why the individual is deserving of such recognition should be 

submitted to the GSA at MS-527 or. preferably, via email to the current Internal VP Nastassja Lewinski at 
iuil rice.edu. (The Sallyport Award should be submitted directly to Student-Alumni Liaison Committee at to 
I hi i nn •• riv\ edit or hard copies to MS-520). Nominations may be submitted by faculty, staff, graduate students, 
and graduate student alumni. 

The GSA awards are meant to encourage and recognize outstanding service to graduate student life and 
education at Rice. The award criteria are intentionally kept vague in order to permit recognition of the broadest 
possible range of serv ice to the Rice graduate community. 

1) I \ ( 1 I IA IT. U HING/MI M OK1NG \W VRI) Recipients are selected based on demonstrated 
commitment to graduate education on teaching graduate students at Rice. The award consists of SI.500. funded 
through the Office of the President, and a plaque. Up to two awards may be conferred each year. 

2) E U T I 1 V S I Al 1 SI R M C E AWARD Recipients are selected in recognition of efforts beyond the call of 
duty to improve the quality of life for graduate students at Rice. The award consists of a plaque. Up to two 
awards may be conferred each year. 

3) ROBERT EOWRV PATTEN AW ARD ( R ) R GRADUATE STl P K M S ) The award, named in honor of 
the GSA's faculty advisor, recognizes graduate students who may not otherwise have been honored for their 
serv ice and achievements on behalf of graduate students. The award consists of $400. funded by a dedicated 
endowment, and a plaque. Up to four awards may be conferred each year. 

4) GSA SERVICE AWARD (I OR GRADEAT E STl PEN I S) Recipients are selected based on contribution 
of time, effort, and devoted service to the cause of improving graduate student life and education at Rice. The 
award consists of $500, funded by the GSA. and a plaque. Up to two awards may be conferred cach year. 

5) I RIENI) OE RICE GRADUATE STUDENTS AWARD: Recipients are selected in recognition of 
significantly enhancing the lives of graduate students at Rice University in some way. This award is a token of 
appreciation to honor people within and beyond the Rice community w ho may not otherwise be recognized tor 
their service to graduate students. Candidates for the award may or may not be members of the Rice community, 
but they should not be eligible for the other four awards. The award consists of a plaque. 

6) SAI.EYl'ORT AW ARD is presented by the Association of Rice Alumni to recognize a deserving graduate 
degree candidate who has made contributions to the Rice community above his or her individual department and 
who may not otherwise be recognized. The winner will receive a silver bowl (with his her name and year 
engraved on it) and a stole to wear at graduation. The winner's name will also appear on a plaque in the Rice 
Memorial Center. The Student-Alumni Liaison Committee decides the recipient of this award. Therefore, please 
send a faculty letter of recommendation and a resume electronically to lblimw nee.edu or hard copies to MS-
520 to nominate a graduate student for this award. Students can also be nominated using an online form at 
Imp w vvw .nit ncc.edu • stact awardvhtinl. The deadline for the Sallyport Award nominations is \pril 2. 2007 

For more information consult the GSA webpage at: Imp gvi.ncc.edu 
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Sets impress, acting disappoints in Will Rice's Orange Lemon 
by Tasha Chemplavil 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The cast of Will Rice Players' Or-
ange Lemon Egg Canary tries hard 
to keep viewers interested in its 
magic-centric play. But a mediocre 
script and inexperienced actors may 
make audiences disappear. 

'orange lemon 
egg canary' 

• • of five 
ill Rice College 
March 23 25 

Free for students 

In Orange Lemon, magician Great 
(Wiess College freshman Dhruv 
Venkatraman) finds love in diner 
waitress Trilby (Wiess freshman 
Sarah Cook). The eager Trilby wants 
to learn everything she can about 
her new beau — including his magic 
tricks. There is one act in particular 
Trilby wants to perform. Inherited 
from his grandfather, the Hypnotic 
Balance is Great's best trick: A wom-
an hovers in mid-air supported only 
by the sharp point of a sword. 

Sprinkled between the couple's 
courting are monologues from the 

NAME 
From page 12 

fast-talking, destined-to-be-a-doctor 
Kumar, Penn was charming, com-
fortable with poking fun at himself 
and Indian-American stereotypes. 
In The Namesake, he tries too hard 
to be serious. In especially dra-
matic scenes, Penn overacts. For 
example, when he discovers his 
wife's secret he puts on his "angry 
face" — narrowed eyes, furrowed 

mysterious Henrietta (Will Rice 
College sophomore Margeux Clem-
mons). These monologues, more 
confusing than illuminating, start 
the show on the wrong foot. Alter-
nating between Great's story and 
Henrietta's soliloquies creates a 
disjointed timeline that does not get 
explained until long after viewers 
stop caring. 

The acting in Orange Ij>mon is 
part of the reason why viewers stop 
caring. The actors try, but they try 
too hard, getting corny when they 
want compelling. 

Venkatraman's facial expressions 
rarely change, making his delivery 
stilted and unconvincing. His roman-
tic chemistry with Cook is nonexis-
tent: Both are visibly uncomfortable 
when they have to lock lips. And 
while Cook could use more variety in 
her inflections — her amused tone is 
the same as her seductive one — at 
least she elicits a few audience 
laughs to break up the monotony. 

Hanszen College sophomore 
Brittanie Jenkins as Great's ex-girl-
friend Egypt is the most believable 
cast member with her casual deliv-
ery of lines, but she slips out of char-
acter when technical difficulties oc-

cur. At one point in the show, Great 
quotes his grandfather saying, "Prac-
tice makes genius." Unfortunately, 
Orange Lemon's cast didn't practice 
enough to earn it an above-average 
IQ. Clemmons speaks with an af-
fected accent that shows a desire 
to act well. Unfortunately, it reeks 
of a failure to do so. She begins one 
scene with the question, "Would you 
like to shoot a bullet at me?" My an-
swer was, "Yes. Desperately." 

Not all the blame falls on the 
actors, however — not even a sea-
soned cast could salvage the inco-
herence of the play's script. The 
mysterious woman in white is not 
identified until considerably late 
in the show, leaving the audience 
to wonder about the relevance of 
her character. A fatally wounded 
woman not only stands up after 
the blow is s t ruck — she actually 
walks away. Characters switch sex-
ualities faster than Britney Spears 
changes haircuts. It's hard to turn 
dirt into gold. 

Although the production's audio 
needs work, its visuals are praise-
worthy: Orange Lemon's ace up the 
sleeve is its set design. Simple but 
effective, props are traded in and 

brow, downturned mouth. It's as if 
he learned how to act from watch-
ing Sesame Street's Bert. Rather 
than become Gogol, Penn acts like 
Gogol. He has got a long way to go 
before he makes audiences forget 
flops such as Epic Movie and Van 
Wilder 2: The Rise of Taj. 

If a Penn-chant for Kal is your 
reason for seeing The Namesake, 

save your money. The acting chops 
that were in full force in Harold and 
Kumar are nowhere to be seen in 
this movie. But for an honest por-
trayal of cross-cultural differences 
and some phenomenal old school 
acting to boot. The Namesake hits 
the spot like a cold mango lassi on 
a hot summer day. Go see it. You 
won't be sari. 
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out to create rather convincing spac-
es. A couch atop a clothes-strewn 
floor serves as Great's apartment 
and a checkered tablecloth next 
to a black-and-red counter — com-
plete with barstools — make for an 
impressive diner. Props such as the 
sword used for the Hypnotic Bal-
ance look like they could be part of 
a professional production. Artistic 
director Katelyn Willis, a Will Rice 

sophomore, proves that sets do not 
have to be extensive or expensive to 
be believable. A little ingenuity goes 
a long way. 

Convincing art direction elevates 
the show's aesthetic to almost-pro-
fessional, but it's not enough to keep 
audiences entertained. Bad script, 
bad acting and bad audio make Or-
ange Ijemon Egg Canary a hat trick 
of disappointments. 

A generation defined by 
pizza pie and Cowabunga 

I suppose the Greatest Gen-
eration learned how to live from 
life on the street — saving every 
tea bag and pinching every pen-
ny during the Great Depression. 
But I would like to think that 
our generation also learned how 
to live from life on the street — 
specifically, jump-kicking Mous-
ers on the streets of New York 
City in the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turt les 
arcade game at the lo-
cal Chuck E. Cheese 
Pizza Time Theater. 

These days, col-
lege students ' nostal-
gia for a past barely 
gone borders on 
megalomania and 
hints at severe issues 
any therapist could 
make a killing on. But 
the Turt les had a dis-
tinct effect on American youth, 
with resonances from the food 
industry to political values. And 
with the new TMNT movie com-
ing out today, it is only proper 
that we reflect and realize this 
distinct importance. 

Reptiles, ninjas, pizza — all 
these are assumed memes 
of mid-1990s youth culture. 
Through the decade of our 
youth, America saw the rise and 
fall of Creepy Crawlies, pogs 
and after-school Tae Kwan Do 
lessons, as well as the various 
progeny of chain pizza places. 
But these were all preceded by 
the Turtles, who I claim paved 
the way for these cultural pow-
erhouses. If it were not for Mi-
chelangelo's hang-ten attitude, 
the surfer-dude character and 
all his lingo may have died out 
long before any of us dudes 
would have the chance to de-
scribe anything as gnarly, boda-
cious or even bossanova. Or is 
it Chevy Nova? Anyway, these 
four reptilian brothers were the 
primary cultural force in our 
young lives, changing American 
society — for the better. 

It all started Dec. 14, 1987, 
when the Turt les made the jump 
from comic books to cartoons 
and, yea verily, into our hearts . 

The cartoon series was not 
as gritty as the original comics, 
replacing anime with pizza and 
cursing with Cowabunga. But 
despite the pure Saturday morn-
ing cartoonishness of it all, that 
show taught us valuable life les-
sons — such as the appreciation 
of other cultures. Think about it, 
without Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, would you have any 
idea what nunchacku, katanas, 

Evan 
Mintz 

bo staffs or sais are? The car-
toon took cultural integration 
even fur ther as the lean, green 
fighting machines encountered 
beings from other dimensions 
who live just like us — even if 
they do have psychokinetic pow-
ers and are under attack from 
Colonel Gragg. Indeed, this 
family of four and their adoptive 

rat father Splinter pre-
pared us for a world 
on the edge of global-
ization. But perhaps 
the fact that we can 
think of four mutant 
turtles and a mutant 
rat as a family is an 
even greater lesson. 

In 1990, the Tur-
tles hit the big screen 
in what was one of the 
highest-grossing inde-
pendent films to date. 

Through battle and brother-
hood, Leonardo, Michelangelo, 
Donatello and Raphael fought to 
save New York City from the foot 
clan and Shredder. Shredder 's 
greatest crime was not steal-
ing mid-range electronics — it 
was destroying the Tur t le fam-
ily by kidnapping Splinter. 
Shredder condemned these 
half-shelled "freaks," but we 
knew that while they did not fit 
societal norms, their family was 
not any less real or any less lov-
ing than our own homes. Even 
before the pro- and anti-fam-
ily rhetoric of the single mom 
and gay marriage debates, the 
Turt les taught us to recognize 
the validity of households that 
may look different than our 
own — no matter what slurs so-
ciety's Shredders may espouse. 
Indeed, they proved that home 
is where the hear t is — even if 
that is in the sewers. 

So, sure, the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Tur t les may have started 
as just a one-shot satire of 
Ronin. It may have been capi-
talized on by Pizza Hut. It may 
have even given Vanilla Ice 
that horrid cameo in Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles II: Secret 
of the Ooze. But the lessons we 
learned and the show's effects 
on American society cannot be 
traded for all the pizza in the 
world. So when the new movie 
comes out today, I just hope it 
instills the same values on to-
day's youth as the original Tur-
tles cartoon and film did for us. 
And let me just close by saying: 
"I love being a turtle!" 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen 
College junior and executive editor. 
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THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Sammy, Owl logos need 
quick and drastic makeover 

Besides consistent success and 
loyal fan bases, what is the one 
other thing that links all major col-
lege programs? A distinctive and 
classy logo, that's what. Well, Rice 
University follows the 13-year-old 
girl school of thought when it 
comes to logos. Okay, 
so David Baliff did 
beat out Fergie for the 
head football coaching 
spot and you won't see 
OMG LOL scrawled 
on the jumbo-tron, 
but I'm talking about 
image and uniforms, 
not coaching staffs or 
stadium decor. 

In the public eye, 
universities are em-
bodied by their athletic logos: the 
most visible parts of most univer-
sities with Division-I athletics are 
their sports teams. I once asked 
seven students what the Rice logo 
was, and I think I got six different 
responses. Big-time universities 
pick a logo and stick with it, 
regardless of what kind of sweet 
stuff other folks start trotting out. 
Think Michigan's "M," Harvard's 
crimson "H" and even, begrudg-
ingly, Texas' Longhorn. Hie elite 
universities, academic or athletic, 
stick with what works. They don't 
update to Arena League-inspired 
trendy logos and color schemes 
every couple years. 

You know that game, 'Two 
truths and a lie"? Well, take the 
following three statements: 

1) Rice University prides it-
self on being a global university 
with a respected name. 2) Rice 
University attracts former presi-
dents, religious figureheads and 
scholars of global renown to its 
beautiful campus. 3) Everywhere, 
Rice University's timeless and 
recognizable symbol is associated 

Nathan Bledsoe 

with athletic prestige and class. 
Obviously, the last statement is 

blatantly untrue. Rice University 
is well-respected in scholarly and 
professional circles t he world over, 
but what symbol is associated with 
this greatness? 

Let's take a partial 
inventory of all of the 
logos currently em-
ployed by Rice athlet-
ics — first, there are 
the Owls. Oh, there 
are lots of Owls. There 
are Owl faces, half 
Owl faces that share 
space with a big R, 
swooping Owls ready 
to attack, Owls with 
"Rice" tattooed across 

their feathered chests holding 
banners that say "Owls" on 
them. Owls whose chests sport 
a big R that looks vaguely gothic 
(think football). 

In addition to the Owls, Rice 
teams have "Rice" in block let-
ters, "Rice" written in a sort of 
script where the R and E both 
look like they're about to fly 
away, and a few other random 
creations. Why in the name of all 
things holy would we force poor 
Sammy to suffer through these 
constant permutations? 

Oh, Sammy. Poor Sammy. 
Whatever happened to mascots 
having a shred of dignity? With his 
recent costume makeover, Sammy 
is a fat stogie away from looking 
exactly like Groucho Marx in 
[x )lyester feathers. As if perpetually 
looking bewildered is not enough, 
Sammy also must deal with some 
sort of avian-flu-esque disease that 
discolors the feathers in his wings, 
Uiking them from their healthy blue 
and gray shine to a yellow reminis-
cent of a certain bodily fluid. 

See SAMMY, page 21 
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Baseball takes three from Cal Poly 
Graham records eclipses 700-win mark in 16th season at Rice 

by Ben Jedlovec 
THRESHER STAFF 

After a weekend sweep of Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State University, 
head coach Wayne Graham moved 
to 701-278 in his 16 seasons at the 
baseball team's helm, surpassing 
yet another milestone in his storied 
coaching career. 

Athletic Director Chris Del Conte 
commemorated the event with an 
on-field presentation before No. 8 
Rice (17-8) fell to then-16th-ranked 
Texas A&M University (21-3) in 
heart-breaking fashion Tuesday. 

Graham said he prefers to focus 
not on the number of wins but on 
his .716 winning percentage with 
Rice, which ranks in the top five 
among active coaches and among 
the best of all-time. 

"[700 wins] just means you've 
coached a long time," Graham said. 
"I'm more proud of the winning per-
centage than I am of the 700." 

With the sweep, the Owls have 
now won 34 consecutive series at 
Reckling Park. The team heads to 
Hattiesburg, Miss., this weekend 
to kick off Conference USA action, 
taking on the University of Southern 
Mississippi today through Sunday. 
The Owls will then take on rival 
University of Texas, ranked tenth in 
the nation, Tuesday in Austin. 

With quick starts, Cal Poly forced 
Rice to rally in all three games, testing 
the Owls' ability to play from behind. 
In Friday's game, Rice's bullpen squan-
dered a four-run lead, but the offense 
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Junior Jordan Dodson slides back to first in the second inning of the Rice's 10-9 
loss to Texas A&M Tuesday. Dodson and the Owls could not pull off the extra-
innings victory, falling to the Aggies for the second time this year. 

scored two in the eighth and tied the 
game in the ninth, bringing sophomore 
second baseman Aaron Luna to the 
plate with junior Tyler Henley on first. 
Ixina lined a fastball into right field 
just over the Mustang fielder's glove, 
and Henley came around to score the 
deciding run in the 9-8 victory. 

Saturday, the Owls waited until the 
seventh inning to take the lead, then 
added some insurance for a 7-2 victory. 
Junior shortstop Brian Friday led the 
attack with two doubles on four hits in 
as many at-bats, and Henley and Ijjna 
added two hits each. 

See BASEBALL, page 19 

Women's tennis ends four-match losing streak 
by Casey Michel 

IH RKSHKR EI>iT( >R!AI. STAFF 

After a while, constant losing 
usually wears a team down. But for 
the women's tennis team, losing 
seems to only build resilience, as 
evidenced by their 7-0 victory over 
unranked Columbia University last 
Friday. While the Owls' win was only 
their second in six weeks, it was one 
of the most commanding wins they 
have posted so far this season. 

Rice continues its homestand 
tomorrow against Conference USA 
rival Southern Methodist Univer-
sity at 3 p.m. at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. The last time the Owls 
and the Mustangs squared off in 
the regular season was nearly 12 
months ago. Rice opened strong, 
taking the doubles point and pushing 
the lead to 3-1. But the then-53rd-
ranked Mustangs stormed back, 
taking the match 4-3. Fortunately, 
Rice got the chance to redeem this 
late-season loss when the two teams 
met in the 2006 C-USA Champion-
ships. Rice, the eventual tournament 
champions, swept the dual-match 
with a 4-0 victory, with wins contrib-
uted by then-sophomores Tiffany 
Lee and Christine Dao and then-
freshman Emily Braid. 

Although the Owls are currently 
4-11, they have been forced to play 
one of the toughest schedules in C-
USA. Ten of their last 12 opponents 
have been in the top 70, including 
four of their last eight in the top 50. 
They were in a similar situation last 
year, going 6-8 in their first fourteen 
matches. But the Owls caught fire 
toward the end of the season and 
were unstoppable all through the 
tournament, claiming their first-ever 
C-USA Championship. 

While SMU is currently un-
ranked, head coach Roger White 

said he thinks they will be tougher 
competition than the Lions. 

"SMU's had a good start to the 
year," White said. "Last year's regu-
lar season match came down to this 
wire, so I expect this weekend's to 
be a competitive one." 

Playing at Jake Hess for only 
the second time in their last five 
dual-matches. Rice stumbled early 
in doubles against Columbia — Lee 
and freshman Julie Chao could 
not hang on at No. 1. But this loss 

would be Rice's only blemish for the 
remainder of the dual-match. The 
tandem of sophomore Dominique 
Karas and freshman Rebecca Lin 
helped the Owls to rebound from this 
early deficit, posting a win at No. 2. 
In the deciding doubles match, Dao 
paired with fellow junior Kimberley 
Patenaude to clinch the point with 
an 8-5 victory. This was Patenaude's 
first action of the season — she had 
been out with a bad back. 

See COLUMBIA, page 20 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday, March 23 
•Men's Tennis vs. Oklahoma 
1:30 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
The Owls return home from a month-long road trip 

• Men and Women's track at TSU Relays 
All Day — University of Houston, Tom Tellez Track 
Meet runs through Sunday 

Saturday, March 24 
•Men's Tennis vs. William and Mary 
Noon — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

•Women's Tennis vs. SMU 
3 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Sunday, March 25 
•Men's Tennis vs. Middle Tennessee State 
1 p.m. — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
Baseball head coach Wayne Graham earned his 700th win last 
weekend. With the three game sweep over Cal Poly, Graham 
advanced his all-time record to 701-278 and winning percentage 
to .716. In 16 seasons, Graham has become by far the top coach 
in Rice's history in both categories. 
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Men's tennis finishes road trip with consecutive losses 
Rice drops clinching point against No. 67 Miami, returns home to host Rice Invitational against three ranked opponents 

by Casey Michel 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Like many other sports, tennis 
is a game of inches. Nowhere was 
this more painfully evident than 
in the men's tennis team's recent 
road trip to Florida. Following a 
stinging defeat at the hands of 
then-31st-ranked Florida State 
University 5-2, Rice found out the 
hard way that inches — and a few 
points — can determine a match, 
falling 4-3 to then-67th-ranked 
University of Miami. 

The team re turns home this 
weekend after a punishing month-
long road trip that featured seven 
ranked opponents. Now 24th in the 
nation. Rice hosts three more ranked 
foes this weekend at the 46th An-
nual Rice Invitational in Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium. The Owls will face 
No. 33 College of William and Mary 
at noon Saturday and No. 39 Middle 
Tennessee State University at 1:30 
p.m. Sunday. But Rice's most difficult 
match will be the first of the weekend, 
when they take on the underrated 
No. 52 University of Oklahoma at 
1:30 p.m. today. 

"One of our toughest matches th is 
weekend will be against Oklahoma," 
head coach Ron Smarr said. "They 
came [very close to] beating Okla-
homa State University, a top-15 team, 
9-7. ... They're definitely the best of 
the bunch." 

The Owls squared off with Florida 
State last Friday in Tallahassee, Fla., 
and came out strong to star t the dual-
match. Fven though Rice lost the first 
doubles match, senior Ben Harknett 
and freshman Filip Paroci were able 
to hold off the Seminoles'Jean-Yves 
Aubone and Bradley Mixson 8-5 
to knot up the doubles score 1-1. 

Sophomore Tobias Scheil and junior 
Ralph Knupfer sealed the doubles 
point with a win at No. 1. 

A CLOSER LOOK 
Men's Tennis 

Record: 10-6 

Record against ranked 
opponents: 5-6, including 
a come-from-behind win 
against then-No. 16 
University of Texas 

Last week: Lost 5-2 on the 
road against then-No. 31 
Florida State and 
then-No. 67 Miami 4-3 

What made the 
difference: Rice opened 
with an early lead against 
Miami, but the Hurricanes 
rallied from a set down in 
the final match to clinch 
the victory. 

Up next: The Owls return 
home to host No. 52 
University of Oklahoma, 
No. 39 Middle Tennessee 
State University and 
No. 33 College William 
and Mary at this 
weekend's Rice 
Invitational at Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium. 

However, Florida State took 
control in singles, beating all three 
ranked Owls: No. 25 Harknett , 
No. 116 Knupfer and No. 97 senior 

Jason Mok. Harknett nearly pulled 
off the comeback but fell in three 
sets, while Knupfer, facing No. 58 
Aubone, could not hold on to the early 
lead, dropping the match 2-6,6-3,64. 
Sophomore Christoph Miillergot Rice 
back into the match with a straight-set 
win at No. 4, but it was to no avail, as 
the Owls dropped the final two singles 
points to lose the match. 

Assistant coach Efe Ustundag 
(Baker '99) said the Owls did not give 
up easily, even though the Seminoles 
were a stronger team. 

"Florida State outplayed us," 
Ustundag said. "They were just 
stronger than us in certain spots. 
I really feel like the match was up 
for grabs, and they grabbed it. But 
I didn't feel like it was one of those 
that we just handed to them." 

Two days later, the Owls faced 
the Hurricanes in Miami, Fla., in a 
match that would be decided by but 
a few points. After Rice dropped the 
doubles match at No. 1, Harknett 
and Paroci stormed back at No. 3, 
powering their way to a9-7 win. But in 
the deciding match, the Hurricanes' 
1 )aniel Vallverdu and Vivek Subrama-
nian edged by Mok and Muller. taking 
the match and the point 9-7. 

The Owls soon found themselves 
in a 2-0 hole after the first singles 
contest. But once again. Muller 
would not let an early deficit affect 
how he played and won his match 
at No. 4 to pull the Owls within one. 
Mok followed Miiller's lead, tying 
the score 2-2. Harknett nearly put 
the Owls in the lead at No. 1, com-
ing perilously close to knocking off 
No. 44 Luigi D'Agord. However, 
D'Agord, who reached No. 4 in the 
nation at one point last year, won 
the final two sets to beat Harknett. 
Junior Filip Zivojinovic kept the Owls 

in the match with his victory at the 
bottom of the ladder, putting Knupfer 
in the deciding match against No. 65 
Vallverdu. Fighting his way to a win 
in the first set, the two-time C-USA 
Player of the Week looked ready 
to notch his fourth victory over a 
ranked opponent. But Vallverdu 
squeaked by Knupfer in the second, 
which provided the momentum to 

win the third set as well, taking the 
match 4-6, 7-6, 6-3. 

Despite the disheartening loss, 
Smarr said that his team competed 
just as hard as the Hurricanes. 

"It's just a lot of where the ball 
bounces," Smarr said. "The main 
thing to keep in mind is that we 
haven't quit ... we were in every 
match. We're still in the hunt." 

Laser Treatment 
for Acne 
Research Study 

Looking for patients 18 and older 
with moderate to severe acne 

(approximately 20 lesions) willing 
to participate in our research study. 

You will receive a stipend for 
participating. 

For further information, 
call Sarah at 

713-791 -9966 

-
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TRUTH OR OARE? 
DARE. 

B I G B U R R I T O S . O Ckipoile 
F A N N I N & D R Y D E N 
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BASEBALL 

I 

From page 17 

Sophomore Jess Buenger's one-
out, bases-loaded walk in the ninth 
inning of the series finale gave the 
Owls their second walk-off victory of 
the series, this time by a 6-5 score. 
Henley, who finished 9 for 18 on the 
week and raised his batting average 
to .314, again finished with two hits. 
iAina added two hits of his own, rais-
ing his average to .293 with team-lead-
ing on-base and slugging averages of 
.414 and .554, respectively. 

Starting pitching was a bright 
spot for the Owls all weekend, but 
the bullpen was uncharacteristically 
shaky. Freshman righthander Ryan 
Berry tossed six innings in his Friday 
start, allowing one run on five hits. 
Berry also struck out five while walk-
ing thre- , but did not get the win as 
the bullpen allowed the Mustangs to 
take the lead 7-4 in the eighth. Senior 
reliever Kyle Gunderson allowed a 
run in the ninth but picked up the 
win anyway. 

THIS WEEKEND 
Rice (17-8) at 

Southern Mississippi (15-6) 

When: Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday at 3 p.m. 
Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Where: Hattiesburg, Miss. 

History: Last year, the Owls 
took the season series from 
the Golden Eagles by a three-
game combined score of 
22-7 at Reckling Park. This 
year, Southern Miss is 10-3 
at home. 

Sam Houston State University 
transfer Matt Langwell pitched spec-
tacularly Saturday, allowing two runs 
on four hits in a season-high seven 
innings for his second victory on 
the season. Junior Bobby Bramhall 
dominated the Mustangs for the final 
two innings, allowing only one hit en 
route to his third save. 

langwell, whose 18 punchouts 
are low for the strikeout-centric Rice 
staff, has been working on building 
confidence in his pitch selection. The 
right-hander impressed the coaches 
enough that he is expected to stay 

in the weekend rotation and start 
Saturday at Southern Miss. 

"He's not a pitcher that tries to 
make them miss the bats," Graham 
said. "He tries to destroy timing and 
get ground balls. Nobody got to him; 
nobody hit the ball hard." 

With over a dozen scouts in at-
tendance closely eyeing his progress, 
junior lefty Joe Savery had his best 
start on the young season Sunday, 
walking only one and allowing only 
one run on three hits. Savery worked 
with incredible efficiency, needing 
only 77 pitches in his seven innings, 
comfortably within his pitch count. 
However, the bullpen again surren-
dered the lead and cost the Owls' 
starter a win, which instead went to 
senior Ryne Tacker. 

Graham was again pleased with 
his all-American's progress. 

"(SaveryJ showed some arm 
strength, not all we want out of him, 
but a lot better command," Graham 
said. "He's still progressing." 

Tuesday's rematch against Texas 
A&M got off to a rough start, as the 
Aggies took two runs from starter 
Chris Kelley before (iraham brought in 
Gunderson with no outs in the second 
inning. Despite the early relief, Rice still 
needed four pitchers to retire the side. 
The Owls responded in the third by 
loading the bases for Luna, who deliv-
ered his team-leading fifth homer and 
first grand slam of the year. The Owls 
added to their lead with two more in 
the fifth, but the Aggies reclaimed the 
lead with four more runs of their own 
in the sixth off senior Scott Ijonergan 
and sophomore Jared Gayhart. 

Two runs in the bottom of the 
eighth tied the game for the Owls, but 
a tired bullpen yielded an unearned 
run in the 11th, and the offense was 
unable to pull off another comeback 
in the l()-9loss. Henley and Savery led 
the Owls with three hits apiece, and 
Friday continued his hot hitting with 
two singles of his own. The back-and-
forth battle late into Tuesday evening 
took a noticeable toll on the team. 

"Obviously it's disappointing," 
Tacker said. "You want to win those 
games. It means a lot. If anything 
else, we fought, and that's going to 
help us down the road." 

Tacker, who allowed an uncharac-
teristic four earned runs in 2.2 innings 
over the weekend, returned to form 
Tuesday with 3.2 innings, allowing 

IN FOCUS: BASEBALL TEAM LEADERS 
Season statistics through March 23 

Offense (min. 30 AB) 

Games played: 4-way tie (25) 

Games started: 4-way tie (25) 

Avg.: Savery (.333) 

Runs: Luna (23) 

Hits: Henley (32) 

Doubles: Friday (11) 

Triples: 7-way tie (1) 

HR: Luna (5) 

RBI: Dodson/Luna (23) 

Total bases: Luna (51) 

Slg. pet.: Luna (.554) 

BB: Luna (17) 

HBP: Henley (11) 

OBR: Luna (.414) 

SH: Friday (4) 

Pitching (min. 10 IP) 

ERA: Tacker (2.04) 

Wins: 4-way tie (3) 

App.: Tacker/Gundrson (11) 

GS: Savery/Berry (7) 

CBO: Berry (2) 

Saves: Bramhall (3) 

IP: Berry (39.2) 

H: Gunderson (10) 

R: Savery (7) 

ER: Bramhall (3) 

BB: Gunderson/Lonergan (4) 

SO: Berry (41) 

HR: 5-way tie (5) 

AB: Berry (144) 

B/AVG.: Gunderson (.143) 

Single-game individual highs through March 23 

Offense 

Runs: Luna (4) 

Hits: Friday (4-twice) 

Doubles: Friday (2) 

Triples: 7-way tie (1) 

HR: Dodson (2) 

RBI: Dodson (6) 

Pitching (min. 5 IP) 

IP: Berry (7.2) 

H: Langwell. Bramhall (0) 

R.: Berry/Tacker (0) 

ER: 6-way tie (1) 

BB: 5-way tie (5) 

SO: Berry (11) 

— TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Freshman Ryan Berry pitches against Cal Poly Friday while second baseman Aaron Luna looks on. Berry pitched six innings 
and only allowed one run, but still failed to pick up the win after the bullpen dropped a 4-1 lead. Rice won the game 9-8. 

only an unearned run while striking 
out six Aggies despite taking the 
tough-luck loss. 

"Tacker just had an off weekend," 
Graham said. "What ruined his two 
outings was one pitch Sunday and a 
misplaced bunt on Friday. His stuff 
was there." 

Although the bullpen struggled 
at various points over the weekend, 
it gave the offense an opportunity 
to showcase its newfound rhythm. 
The team has made great offensive 
strides over the past few weeks, now 
hitting .287 collectively, with .380 and 
.432 on-base and slugging averages, 
respectively. The increased produc-
tion should lead to more RBI op-

portunities, and this should provide 
the pitching staff with some room 
for occasional error, (iraham said 
he thinks the walk-off victories are 
an important step towards realizing 
the team's potential. 

"Any time you establish some-
thing of a precedent of the ability 
to rally, you become confident and 
develop a true no-quit attitude in your 
team," Graham said. "You have to 
have that no-quit attitude to win the 
national championship." 

The Owls are expected to pitch 
Berry, langwell and Savery this week-
end in Hattiesburg. Graham expects 
improved conference competition this 
season, beginning with Southern Miss, 

who is ranked 28th by the National 
Collegiate Baseball Writers' poll. 

'They swing the bats well," Gra-
ham said. "They're very aggressive 
hitters. We're going to have to hit the 
pitching because it's going to be hard 
to keep them from scoring." 

In defense of last year's 22-2 confer-
ence record and championship, the 
players are also ready to start C-USA 
play with another series sweep. 

"We've got to get off on the right 
foot," Savery said. "We don't want 
to get ourselves in a hole. We want 
to be as highly seeded as possible 
[in the postseason], so we definitely 
want to come out of the gate playing 
well in conference." 

LOOK AT THIS ADVERT!! 
Participate in a pilot program for a new alcohol intervention for 
first-year students. Give us some feedback and w e l l give you a 

free chair massagel 

Space is limited. Pick one of the following sessions: 

| Session #1: Tuesday, April 3 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Session #2: Wednesday, April 11 from 3:00 - 5:00 pm 
ISession #3: Thursday, April 12 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm 

Send your RSVP to wellness@rice.edu and enjoy your FREE mas 

t . 
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Do your part to help 
first-year students 
make wise choices 

mailto:wellness@rice.edu
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Customer Service Positions 

M I L L E R « A Q J J A T I C S 

S o u t h w e s t Houston Office 

Looking for Energetic, Outgoing individuals 

Phone 713.777.7946 Fan 713.777.0077 
Email Customer.Service@MiHerAquatic8.net 

w w w . M i l l e r A q u a t i c s . n e t 

INATOR'S OFFICE 
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DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Humanities Research Center 
Undergraduate Fellowship Program 

The Humanities Research Center is delighted to announce a 
new Undergraduate Fellowship Program for the 2007-2008 
academic year. 

We expect to accept nine undergraduates in the humanities into this 
exciting new program. Each fellow will be assigned to an HRC 
faculty fellow, either a member of Rice's faculty or one of our four 
visiting scholars, and will act as a research assistant for one semester. 
Also, throughout the academic year, fellows will be expected to attend 
a series of eight evening lectures by dynamic Rice faculty and alumni 
who received their degrees in the humanities. The faculty will address 
current research trends in the humanities, and the alumni will speak 
regarding career opportunities for humanities majors. 

Each fellow will also receive a stipend of $1,000. 

We will award the fellowships to undergraduates who have demonstrated strong 
potential within the humanities. All applieants must be humanit ies majors and 
should be able to provide evidence of superior research and organizational skills. 
W e invite students of all levels to apply, but require that the fe l lows be enrolled at 
Rice for the entire 2007-2008 academic year and be available to attend all of the 
lectures that will occur throughout the year. 

T o apply, please submit a CV, names and contact information of two faculty references, 

your o w n contact information (including a current e-mail address), and a one page 

description o f your interest in the position as well as the current focus of your research to 

<•];< 1 (frrice.edu. Please include "Undergraduate Fel lowship" in the subject line of your e-

mail. Appl icat ions are due by M o n d a y Apri l 2, 2007. We will schedule interviews in the 

w e e k s f o l l o w i n g the submission deadline. If you have any questions about the fe l lowship 

or the application process please call the Center at x277() or send an e-mail to 

hmhancock ("Tice.edu. 

T h i s f e l l o w s h i p program has been made possible through the generous donations of John 

Paul Beltran. 

Freshman Julie Chao returns a volley last Saturday during Rice's 7-0 romp over 
Columbia. The Owls continue their homestand tomorrow against SMU at 3 p.m. 

COLUMBIA 
From page 17 

In singles, Rice put forth a domi-
nating display of talent. Chao set the 
pace by downing the Lions' Milena 
Kachar 7-5,6-4. Dao and Lee followed 
suit atNos.2and3, respectively, win-
ning their matches in straight sets. 
At No. 6, Braid handled whatever 
was hit her way, making a 6-4, 6-1 
victory look easy. Karas made quick 
work of Lauren Shearer, winning a 
6-3, 6-1 decision. Finally, at No. 5, 
Lin made sure the Owls earned the 
sweep, but the Lions' Anna Varnay 
would not go down easy. Dropping 

the first set, Lin reared back and 
smashed her way to a 5-7, 7-5, 10-8 
win to end the day. 

"The girls have worked this 
year and haven't had the results 
[that showed what] they've put 
in," White said. "The win is nice 
in a lot of ways. They can kind of 
step back ... and see that they are 
moving the right way. They didn't 
play the best tennis, but that's kind 
of comforting — they didn't need 
their best tennis to really dominate 
the match." 

s4te epucj 
cCeftne&iect • 

S I G N S A N D S Y M P T O M S : 

Feeling d o w n • Loss of interest in th ings • 

Changes in appet i te • Changes in sleep pa t te rns • 

C r y i n g spells 

Red O a k Psychiatry Associates is c o n d u c t i n g a 

research s tudy for people between the ages of 18 

and 7 0 with depression. If you qualify, you may 

be eligible to par t ic ipate in a s tudy involving an 

investigational medica t ion for the t r ea tmen t of 

depression at no cost to you. 

For more in fo rmat ion please call 

281-893-7559 X226 

mailto:Customer.Service@MiHerAquatic8.net
http://www.MillerAquatics.net


THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY, MARCH 23,2007 21 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Owls lose to Illinois 
State in WNIT opener 

T h e w o m e n ' s b a s k e t b a l l 
team was eliminated from the 
W o m e n ' s Nat ional Invitat ion 
Tournament last Thursday, fall-
ing 71-61 to Illinois State Univer-
sity in triple overtime. 

Rice (19-14, l()-6) started off 
the first-round game extremely 
slowly, shooting just 18 percent 
from the field, 8 percent from 
beyond the arc and 25 percent 
from the free throw line in the 
first half. Heading into halftime, 
however, the Owls only faced what 
could have been a much larger 
13-point deficit, thanks to the 
defense holding the Redbirds to 
32 percent shooting. Junior guard 
Kadie Riverin and junior center 
Valeriya Berezhynska picked up 
Rice's game in the second half, 
leading a comeback to tie the 
game at 53 at the end of regulation. 
Riverin finished the game with 23 
points, and Berezhynska finished 
with 15 points and 12 rebounds, 
scoring the game-tying layup with 
two seconds remaining. 

T h e first overt ime was a back-
and-forth affair that saw the 
Owls take their first two leads 
of the game. However, Illinois 
State forced another over t ime 
after a shot by Kristi Cirone 
with 48 seconds remaining. The 
t eams scored two baskets com-
bined in the second overt ime, 
and Riverin's jumper with 4:27 
left was the Owls' last field goal 
of the game. T h e Redbirds ran 
away with the game after that, 
scor ing ten unanswered points 
in the final period. 

T h e loss marked the final 
game for seniors Krystal Frazier, 

Lauren Neaves and Samantha 
Stovall, who were part of the first 
Rice women's basketball class to 
qualify for the postseason in all 
four of its eligible years. 

—Justin Hudson 

Peterson yAwe lead golf 
at Border Olympics 

T h e golf t eam's game ap-
peared to travel south along 
with it last weekend , as the 
Owls combined for 32 over par 
and 13th-place finish at the 56th 
annual Border Olympics, hosted 
by the University of Houston and 
held at the Laredo Country Club 
in I^aredo, Tex. 

Rice finished more than 50 
strokes behind champion Lamar 
University, which finished with a 
total score of835—29 strokes un-
der par. Sophomore Erik Peterson 
tied for 39th place to record the 
Owls' best individual finish—his 
third-round 70 tied junior Addison 
Awe for Rice's lowest individual 
round score. Awe finished tied 
for 45th with 222 total, one stroke 
behind Peterson. Sophomore Kaz 
Hoffman, who finished in fifth at 
the Rice Intercollegiate Feb. 18, 
only mustered a tie for 66th place 
in the Laredo meet. Freshman 
Christopher Brown and senior 
Heon Young Lee rounded out the 
Rice scorers. 

The team will now embark 
on a f o u r - t o u r n a m e n t April 
that begins with the Diet Pepsi 
Shocker Classic April 2-3 and 
finishes with the Conference USA 
Championships April 29-May 1. 
The Shocker Classic, hosted by 
Wichita State University, will be 
held in Wichita, Kan. 

— Dylan Farmer 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL SEASON RECAP 

Overall record: 19-14 

Conference record: 10 6 

Non-conference record: 9-8 

Home record: 113 

Road record: 6 8 

Neutral record: 2 3 

Games played: Six-way tie (33) 

Games started: Three-way tie (33) 

Total points: Neaves (449), Riverin (362) 

Points per game: Neaves (15 5), Berezhynska (12.2) 

Total minutes: Riverin (1101), Stovall (1016) 

Minutes per game: Riverin (33.4), Stovall (30.8) 

Field goals made: Neaves (163), Frazier (130) 

Field goals attempted: Frazier (353), Neaves (315) 

Field goal pet. (min. 50 shots): Carter (.544) 

3-pointers made: Frazier (38), Watts (23) 

3-pointers attempted: Frazier (128), Watts (64) 

3-point pet. (min. 25 shots): Watts (.359) 

Free throws made: Riverin (128), Neaves (122) 

Free throws attempted: Neaves (169), Riverin (161) 

Free throw pet. (min. 50 shots): Riverin (.795) 

Offensive rebounds: Neaves (98), Berezhynska (61) 

Defensive rebounds: Neaves (217) 

Total rebounds: Neaves (315), Berezhynska (207) 

Rebounds per game: Neaves (10.9) 

Personal fouls: Watts (85), Stovall (82) 

Fouled out: Stovall (5), Berezhynska (3) 

Assists: Riverin (143), Frazier (95) 

Assists per game: Riverin (4.3), Frazier (2.9) 

Turnovers: Riverin (98), Frazier (89) 

Blocks: Neaves (59), Berezhynska (23), Loggins (20) 

Steals: Riverin (50), Neaves (37), Frazier (30) 

SAMMY 
From page 17 

I'm going to go ahead and say it: 
Yellow accents could be the worst 
thingto happen to Rice University since 
the Institute began charging students 
tuition back in 1965. Wee's colors, 
defined in 1912 by President Edgar 
Odell Lovett himself, are "a blue still 
deeper than the Oxford blue" and "gray, 
enlivened by a tinge of lavender." Did 
you see "yellow" in that description? I 
didn't. Nonsensical changes of colors 
and additions of "accents" are for places 
like Multi-Directional State University 
(go Wildcats) — not for places like Rice. 
We have a history, both athletic and 
academic, and that is something our 
logo and mascot should reflect. 

Luckily, thanks to head coach 
Wayne Graham and the baseball team, 
the university has the components to 
create an image-building goldmine. 
(iraham and his players have provided 
Rice with two unbelievable gifts: the 
first is their on-the-field dominance, 
but the second, their Old-English 
Style "R," could very well prove even 
more valuable. 

At this point in time, Wee is a name 
more associated with a common grain 
than with a school in Houston, Texas. 
(iiven that obscurity, it's difficult to say 
what symbol people associate with the 
university when they hear the name. 
If you're thinking, "why, the academic 
seal, of course," you're just plain wrong. 
Unfortunately for Rice, ourteamsseem 
to be in competition for a logo rather 
than collaborating for common good, 
and no single relevant emblem has 
apjx^ared to solve the problem. 

However, there's a light at the end 
of the tunnel: the aforementioned Old 
English "R" As best I can tell, the 'R" 
is currently holding its own in an epic 
batde within the ranks of the Rice logos: 
The yellow-stained owl is grappling 
with the baseball "R" for supremacy 
in the Rice athletics domain. 

The "R" succeeds in achieving 
t imelessness in spite of the fact 
that it is a relative newcomer to the 
pantheon of Rice symbols. It is distin-
guishable without being in-your-face, 
it is unique without being cheesy. It 
is classy, concise and clear in its mes-
sage. Blue and gray is a classic color 
combination that, if paired with a clas-
sic symbol, gives Rice an undeniable 
image appeal and recognition. 

I want to sit in a spor t s bar in 
some random town and have people 
comment on my Rice baseball cap. 
At some point, when I tell someone 
I have not met yet that I go to Rice 

because he asks about my script-
R T-shir t , I want him to buy me a 
drink and talk to me about the latest 
bowl victory or O m a h a appearance 
for my alma mater . T h e r e is one 
key problem, one tragic flaw in 
my plan to get a f r ee beer and an 
hour of conversat ion — if t h e r e is 
not a unified t h e m e to Rice apparel , 
I'll just be some owl-obsessed guy 
with a dozen shi r t s , and the pride-
swelling, dr ink-shar ing conversa-
tion about my universi ty will never 
take place. 

— Nathan Bledsoe is a Lovett Col-
lege sophomore and calendar editor 

Anonymous EGG D O N Q J I S 

Needed to Help Infertile Couples 

$5000 . 
Compensation 
Requirements: 

-Age 21-31 

- Nonsmoker 

- Attractive 

- Intelligent 

(Some College Preferred) 

- Height/Weight Proportional 

s p e c i a l 

c r e a t i o n s 

For Informat ion Call 

7 1 3 - 4 5 9 - 9 7 1 4 or email 

info@specialcreationslp.com 

2007 Year-End Awards 
The Of f ice of Student Activities, the SA A w a r d s Committee, the Associat ion of Rice Alumni , 

and the Community Involvement Center coord inate their respective year-end awards that 

recognize service by students to the Rice community. Any member of the Rice community 

may submit a nominat ion. Qua l i f ied candidates may be considered for any of the five 

awards . If you have any questions please contact the Of f ice of Student Activit ies ( x 4 0 9 7 ) . 

The RICE UNIVERSITY SERVICE A W A R D , given in memory of Dean of Students Hugh Scott 

Cameron, is a w a r d e d to as many as four indiv iduals of the Rice student popula t ion, past 

and present, who have been most exempla ry in render ing service to the student body . 

The SALLYPORT A W A R D is presented by the Associat ion of Rice Alumni to recognize a 

deserving: 

(i) undergraduate degree candidate w h o has made contr ibut ions to the Rice community 

above his or her indiv idual col lege and w h o may not otherwise be recogn ized; and 

(ii) g radua te degree cand idate w h o has made contr ibut ions to the Rice community above 

his or her ind iv idual depar tment and w h o may not otherwise be recognized. 

A faculty letter of recommendation and a resume are required for the Sallyport Award. 

The O U T S T A N D I N G SENIOR A W A R D S are given to g raduat ing seniors who have 

contr ibuted the most to excel lence at Rice University. This a w a r d recognizes excel lence not 

only in service but also per formance, ded icat ion, and character. 

The MORTY RICH SCHOLARSHIP is a w a r d e d to a cont inuing student w h o has dist inguished 

himself /hersel f th rough h is /her commitment and service to Rice a n d / o r to the greater 

community. The successful candidate(s) wi l l have recognized a need in the community, 

deve loped objectives, and implemented or established program(s) that wou ld benefit the 

community and wi l l real ize no personal gain for these efforts. 

The A L A N GROB PRIZE is a w a r d e d annual ly to the Rice undergraduate who , through 

service to the larger community, has demonstrated the most devot ion to the needs and 

interests of the economical ly and cultural ly d isadvantaged. The recipient must be a current 

Rice University undergraduate , but does not have to be cont inuing (can be a g radua t ing 

senior 
You may nominate a student for one or more of the above awards at: 

http: / /www.ruf.r ice.edu/~stact/awards.html 

The deadline for nominations is 5 pm Friday, March 30th, 2 0 0 7 . 

mailto:info@specialcreationslp.com
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~stact/awards.html
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March. 15-20 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

COLUMBIA O RICE 7 

March 16, 2007 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Kachar/Donovan (CU) def. Chao/Lee (RU), 8-5 
2. Karas/Lin (RU) def. Suda/Varnay (CU), 8-3 
3. Dao/Patenaude (RU) def. Shearer/Cordell (CU), 8-5 

Singles 
1. Julie Chao (RU) def. Miiena Kachar (CU), 7-5, 6-3 
2. Christine Dao (RU) def. Nina Suda (CU), 6-1, 6-1 
3. Tiffany Lee (RU) def Carling Donovan (CU), 6-3, 
6-0 

4. Dominique Karas (RU) def. Lauren Shearer (CU), 
6-3,6-1 
5. Rebecca Lin (RU) def. Anna Varnay (CU), 5-7, 
7-5,10-8 
6. Emily Braid (RU) def. Allison Cordell (CU), 6-4, 6-1 

MEN'S TENNIS 

MIAMI 4 RICE 3 
March 18, 2007 — Miami, Fla. 

Doubles 
1. D'Agord/Cohen (UM) def. Knupfer/Scheil (RU), 
8-3 
2. Valverdu/Subramanian (UM) def. Mok/Muller 
(RU), 9-7 
3. Harknett/Paroci (RU) def. Nieto/Whitner (UM), 
9-7 

Singles 
1. #44 Luigi D'Agord (UM) def. #25 Ben Harknett 
(RU), 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 
2. #65 Daniel Vallverdu (UM) def. #116 Ralph Knupfer 
(RU), 4-6, 7-6, 6-3 
3. Josh Cohen (UM) def. Filip Paroci (RU), 6-2, 6-3 
4. Christoph Muller (RU) def. Vivek Subramanian 
(UM), 6-4, 6-3 
5. #97 Jason Mok (RU) def. J.C. Whitner (UM), 
6-3,6-3 
6. Filip Zivojinovic (RU) def. Hector Nieto (UM) 
7-6, 6-2 

FLORIDA STATE 5 RICE 2 
March 16, 2007 — Tallahassee, Fla. 

Doubles 
1. Knupfer/Scheil (RU) def. Abougzir/Sykut (FSU), 8-3 
2. Chang"/Sucupira (FSU) def. Mok/Muller (RU). 8-3 
3. Harknett/Paroci (RU) def. Aubone/Mixson (FSU), 
8-5 

Singles 
1. Ytai Abougzir (FSU) def. #25 Ben Harknett (RU), 
6-1, 4-6, 6-4 
2. #58 Jean-Yves Aubone (FSU) def. #116 Ralph 
Knupfer (RU), 2-6, 6-3, 6-4 
3. Maciek Sykut (FSU) def. Filip Paroci (RU). frO, 6-2 

Restaurant 

[STEAK 

" T B X A S T O T M « B O M B " 

Saltgrass 
S t e a k H o u s e 

is n o w seeking: 

E X P E R I E N C E D 
SERVERS 

W e offer excel lent health 

& dental benefits, paid 

vacation and super 

employee discounts! 

Please apply in person daily 

at one of our area 

locations: 

Galveston 
1502 Seawall Blvd. 

Ph: (409) 762-4261 

K e m a h 
215 K i p p A v e 

Ph: (281) 538-5441 

M e y e r l a n d Plaza 
( A t Loop 610 & Beechnut) 

Ph: (71 3) 665-2226 

Pear land 
3251 Silverlake 

Vil lage D r i ve 

Ph: (713) 436-0799 

W e b s t e r 
20241 Gu l f Freeway 

Ph: (281) 338-9778 

£0£ 

4. Christoph Muller (RU) def. Sam Chang (FSU), 
7-5,6-4 
5. Jonathus Sucupira (FSU) def. #97 Jason Mok 
(RU), 6-4, 7-5 
6. Chris Cloer (FSU) def. Tobias Scheil (RU), 6-2,6-1 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 61 ILLINOIS STATE 71 
March 15, 2007 — Redbird Arena, Normal, II. 

Rice 13 4 0 6 2 0 — 6 1 
ECU 26 27 6 2 10 — 71 

Rice (19-14) 
Riverin 7-20, 6-9 23, Berezhynska 7-15, 1-2 15, 
Neaves 2-10, 5-8 9. 
Totals: 22-80,12-21 61. 

ECU (22-10) 
Cirone 8-22, 4-5 22, Lewis 5-14, 0-0 10, Shelton 
4-5, 2-3 10. 
Totals: 29-78, 7-10 71. 

Three-point goals — Rice 5-31 (Riverin 3-10); 
Illinois State 6-17 (Cirone 2-4). 

Rebounds — Rice 60 (Neaves 18, Berezhynska 12); 
Illinois State 56 (Johnson 14, Shelton 10). 

Assists — Rice 17 (Berezhynska 4, Riverin 4, Frazier 4); 
Illinois State 17 (McCrackin 5, Cirone 4. Krick 4). 

Attendance — 1148 

BASEBALL 

TEXAS AftM 10 RICE 9 
March 20, 2007 — Reckling Park 

TAMU (21-3) Rice (17-8) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) AB R HBI 

Greene rf 0 0 0 0 Gayhart dh/p 3 0 0 0 Schafer cf 3 1 0 0 Savery p/dh 3 1 1 0 

Carter ph 1 0 0 0 Zornes dh 0 0 0 0 Desme rf 4 2 2 4 Luna 2b 3 2 2 0 

Aaron rf 0 0 0 0 Buenger dh 3 0 1 0 Morel ss/3b 4 0 1 0 Lehmann l b 4 1 1 1 

Hulett ph 1 0 0 0 Myers pr 0 0 0 0 Buschini 3b 2 0 0 0 Gayhart rf 3 0 0 0 

Ruggiano rf 0 0 0 0 Lembeck rf 5 1 0 0 Smith ss 1 0 1 1 Lembeck rf 1 O i l 

Stinson c 6 0 0 0 Kelley p Carson dh 4 0 1 0 Dodson If 4 O i l 

Dalton 2b 5 3 2 0 Gunderson p Dorrell l b 4 0 0 0 Reagan c 2 0 1 0 

Migl p Runnels p Thomas c 4 0 0 0 Myers pr 0 1 0 0 

Heard p Lonergan p Pezet 2b 4 1 1 0 Zornes c 

Renfro p Tacker p Eager p Buenger ph 0 0 0 1 

Ueckert p Langwell p Saito p McDaniel p 

Thebeau p F. Reed p Runnels p 

Rivers p E. Reed p Tacker p 

Totals 471015 7 Totals 46 9 117 Totals 32 5 6 5 Totals 33 6 115 

Score by Inning R H E Score by Inning R H E 

TAMU 220 004 100 0 1 — 10 15 5 CPSU 000 000 140 — 5 6 2 

Rice 104 020 020 00 — 1 9 0 Rice 020 010 111 — 6 11 0 

E — Stouffer(3), Brown(3), Dalton2(3), Thebeau(l); 
Savery(l), Lehmann(2). DP — TAMU 1. LOB — TAMU 
16; Rice 13. 2B — Hicks( l l ) ; Henley(3), Savery(8), 
Buenger(2). HR—-Luna(5). HBP—C. Stinson, Brown, 
Anders, Dalton; Friday, Lehmann. SH — Feltner2(6). 
SF — C. Stlnson(2). SB — Hicks(16), Feltner2(18); 
Gayhart(l). 

TAMU 
Migl 
Heard 
Renfro 
Ueckert 
Thebeau 
Rivers (1-1) 

Rice 
Kelley 
Gunderson 
Runnels 
Lonergan 
Gayhart 
Tacker(3-1) 
Langwell 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
4.0 6 5 1 1 1 21 
0.0 1 1 1 0 0 1 
1.0 1 1 1 2 0 4 
1.2 2 0 0 0 1 8 
2.1 0 2 0 3 3 13 
2.0 1 0 0 1 2 8 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
1.0 3 3 3 2 2 9 
0.0 1 1 1 0 0 1 
0.2 1 0 0 1 0 4 
3.2 3 4 3 1 6 18 
1.1 4 1 0 0 1 9 
3.2 3 1 0 1 6 16 
0.2 0 0 0 0 0 2 

E — Morel(3), Buschini(3). LOB — Cal Poly 4; Rice 14. 
2B — Desrne(7); Friday(ll), Luna(7). 3b — Lembeck 
(1). HR — Desme(9). HBP — Schaefer. SH — Luna(l). 
SF—Smith(3); Henley(l),Lehmann(l). SB—Morel(3). 
CS — Dodson(3). 

Cal Poly 
Eager 
Saito 
F. Reed 
E. Reed (1-3) 

Rice 
Savery 
McDaniel 
Runnels 
Tacker 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
5.2 8 3 3 4 2 29 
1.0 0 1 1 1 1 4 
0.1 1 1 1 1 0 3 
1.1 2 1 1 3 1 9 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
7.0 3 1 1 1 6 25 
0 .1 1 2 2 1 0 3 
0.0 0 1 1 0 0 1 
1.2 2 1 1 0 1 7 

CAL POLY 2 RICE 7 
March 17, 2007 — Reckling Park 

Cal Poly (13-12) 
Name (pos) ABR 

CAL POLY 5 RICE 6 
Hicks ss 
Feltner If 
Stouffer 3b 
Stinson dh 
Brown l b 
Coliigan cf 
Anders rf 

7 3 4 1 Friday ss 
5 2 3 0 Seastrunk 3b 
3 2 0 0 Henley cf 
5 0 1 1 Savery l b 
6 0 3 4 Luna 2b 
6 0 2 1 Dodson If 
2 0 0 0 Lehmann c 

2 0 
0 0 
3 0 
6 1 
1 4 
1 2 

March 18, 2007 — Reckling Park 

Cal Poly (13-13) Rice (17-7) 
Name (pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) ABR HBI 
Yoder If 2 0 0 0 Friday ss 4 0 1 0 
Kepner ph 0 1 0 0 Seastrunk 3b 5 1 1 0 
Lee If 0 0 0 0 Henley cf 4 0 2 1 

Smith ss 
Schafer cf 
Desme rf 
Dorrell l b 
Morel 3b 
Kepner If 
Carson ph 

Yoder dh 
Thomas c 
Pezet 2 b 

Rice (16-7) 
H B I Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
0 0 Friday ss 4 2 4 1 
1 0 Lembeck rf 2 
1 0 Gayhart ph/rf 2 
0 1 Lehmann dh 3 
2 1 Luna 2b 4 
0 0 Dodson If 4 
0 0 Zornes c 3 
1 0 Myers pr 
0 0 Reagan c 
0 0 Savery l b 

0 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 2 
1 2 0 
O i l 
0 1 2 

4 0 0 0 

Baker Institute Intern P r o g r a m 

S u m m e r 2007 

The James A. Baker 111 Institute for Public Policy is now 
accepting applications for undergraduate student interns for the 
summer 2007 semester. This is your chance to work directly 
with Institute Fellows and Rice Faculty on exciting areas of 
research. This semester, we are seeking interns for the 
following research programs: Energy Forum, Science and 

Technology Policy, Tax Policy, Foreign and Domestic Policy and Chinese Culture. These 
are paid internships on a 40 hr/wk basis. The work may involve research, writing, editing and 
office work including copying, filing, etc. 

Applicants must provide the following: 
> Letter stating areas of interest and why you would like to intern for the Institute 
r Resume 
> Official Sealed Transcript 
> One Letter oi' Recommendation 

Applications will be considered on a first come, first served basis. 

Completed applications should be addressed to: Baker Institute Intern Program, Attention 
Jason Lyons, Senior Research Coordinator, Baker Institute MS-40. Questions may be sent to 

i e 1 vonsfea 1 urn n i. ri ce.edu. 
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Leonard p Henley cf 4 1 2 0 
Slorp p Seastrunk 3b 3 1 1 0 
F. Reed Langwell p 

Bramhall p 
Totals 31 2 5 2 Total* 33 7 146 

Score by Inning R H E 
Cal Poly 000 200 000 — 2 5 1 
Rice 001 010 32X — 7 14 0 

E — Smith(8). DP — Cal Poly 3; Rice 1. LOB — Cal 
Poly 4; Rice 9 .2b — Friday2(10). SH — Seastrunk(2). 
SB — Desme(5); Friday(3). CS — Friday (3) 

Cal Poly 
Leonard 
Slorp (2-1) 
F. Reed 

Rice 
Langwell (2-1) 
Bramhall 

Attendance — 2740 

CAL-POLYILRICEJL 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
6.1 7 2 2 4 2 27 
0.1 2 3 3 2 0 4 
1.1 5 2 2 0 2 9 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
7.0 4 2 2 2 2 26 
2.0 1 0 0 0 1 7 

March 16, 2007 — Reckling Park 

Cal Poly (13-11) 
Name (pos) ABR 

Rice (15-7) 
H Bl Name (pos) 

Smith ss 
Schafer cf 
Desme rf 
Dorrell l b 
Morel 3b 
Kepner dh 
Yoder pr 

Pezet 2b 
Thomas c 
Melker If 
Nobriga p 
Saito p 
E. Reed p 

Totals 

1 Friday ss 
2 Seastrunk 3b 
2 Henley cf 
0 Savery l b 
1 Luna 2b 
0 Lehmann c 

0 0 Dodson If 
0 0 Gayhart rf 
0 1 Buenger dh 
0 0 Zornes dh 

Myers pr/dh 
Berry p 
Lonergan p 
Tacker p 
Gunderson p 

2 1 
1 0 
2 2 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
2 1 
1 2 
1 0 

0 1 0 0 

35 8 10 7 Totals 

Score by Inning R H E 
Cal Poly 000 001 241 — 8 10 0 
Rice 010 120 023 — 9 12 2 

E — Seastrunk(7), Tacker(l). DP — Cal Poly 1. LOB 
— Cal Poly 10; Rice 6. 2b — Desme(6), Kepner(4); 
Luna(6), Lehmann(7). 3b — Schaefer(l); Buenger(l). 
HR — Desme(8),Morel(3). HBP — Pezet; Henley, Lehm-
ann. SH — Smith(2), Schaefer(3), Thomas2(3); Seast-
runk(l). SF—Savery(l),Gayhart(2). SB — Desme(4), 
Yoder(4): Friday(2). CS — Dodson(2). 

Cal Poly 
Nobriga 
Saito 
E. Reed (1-2) 

Rice 
Berry 
Lonergan 
Tacker 

Gunderson (1-0) 

Attendance — 2538 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
6.0 7 4 4 2 5 26 
1.2 1 2 2 1 2 7 
1.0 4 3 3 1 1 8 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
6.0 5 1 1 3 5 26 
1.0 3 2 2 0 1 6 
1.0 2 4 3 1 0 9 
1.0 0 1 1 1 0 4 

These boxscores brought to you by: 

March 22, 2007 — Intramural Field 7 

GSA (2-2-1) 
Name (pos) ABR H 
Bio-E ss 3 0 1 
Bio Chem cf 4 0 2 
Chem-Eng rf 4 1 2 
Chris-hater l b 5 0 1 
Bio-E(2) 3b 5 0 1 
Bio-E(3) dh 4 0 3 
Bio-Chem pr 0 0 0 

Chem-Eng 2b 4 0 0 
Stats c 2 1 0 
Bio E(4) If 4 0 0 
Bio-E(5) p 
Saito p 
E. Reed p 

Totals 3 

Score by Inning R H E 
GSA 010 000 000 — 1 3 5 
Hanszen 000 100 041 — 6 12 0 

E — Bio-E(3), Bio-Chem(l). DP — Hanszen 1. 
LOB — GSA4; Hanszen 3.2b— BioChem(6),Ryan(4); 
Miller(6). 3b — Miller(l); Draper(l). HR — Cotter 
man(3), Fomby(8). HBP — Bio-E(4); Giese, Draper. 
SH — Chris-hater(l); Pouns(2), Vanlandingham(3). 
SF — Wirth(l), Pouns(2). SB — Bratic(4), Draper(4). 
CS — Stats(2). 

Hanszen (4-0) 
Bl Name (pos) AB R HBI 
1 Bratic c 5 2 2 1 
2 Pouns cf 3 0 1 0 
2 Wirth ss 4 2 2 1 
0 Fomby 3b 4 0 3 2 
1 Ryan 2b 5 1 1 1 
0 Giese l b 3 2 1 1 
0 Miller If 3 0 2 3 
0 Cotterman rf 3 0 1 0 
1 Vanlandingham2 1 1 0 
0 Zornes dh 

Myers pr/dh 0 1 0 0 
Pulikowski p 
Whoever p 
1 Happened p 
To Forget p 

7 Totals 32 9 129 

GSA 
Bio-E(l) 

Hanszen 
Pulikowski 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
9.012 6 6 8 1 38 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
9.0 3 1 0 3 5 31 

Attendance — 10 

I apologize for anyone I might have left out of the 
boxscore... I tried to remember, I really did! Maybe I 
should just get the IM sports boxscore next time... 
Softball against Will Rice in like 15 hours. 
15 hours in which I should be sleeping 
This page is whack, and will probably take quite a few 
boxscores to fill 
Snapple facts: 
#1 A Goldfish's attention span is three seconds 
#2 Animals that lay eggs don't have belly buttons 
#3 Beavers can hold their breath for 45 minutes 
under water 
#4 Slugs have four noses 
#5 Camels have three eyelids 
#6 A honey bee can fly at 15 miles per hour 
#7 A queen bee can lay 80&1500 eggs per day 
#8 a bee has five eyes 
#9 the average speed of a housefly is 4 5 mph 
#10 Mosquitos are attracted to people who just ate 
bananas 
#11 Flamingos are pink because they eat shrimp 
#12 Emus and Kangaroos cannot walk backwards 
#13 Cats have over 100 vocal chords 
#14 Camel's milk does not curdle 
#15 All porcupines float in water 
#16 The world's termites outweigh the world's humans 
l O t o l 
#17 A hummingbird weighs less than a penny 
#18 A Jellyfish is 95 percent water 
#19 Children grow faster in the spring 
#20 Broccoli is the only vegetable that is also a flower 
#21 Almonds are part of the peach family 
#22 Alaska has the highest percentage of people who 
walk to work 
#23 The San Francisco Cable cars are the only mobile 
national monument 
#24 The state of Maine has 62 lighthouses 
#25 The only food that does not spoil is honey 1 

http://www.chickenkitchenhouston.com
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Midterm grades not too hot? Whose Earth is it, anyway? 

Today is the last day to save 
your GPA the easy way. Stu-
dents wishing to drop a class 
or to designate a class pass/fail 
must do so by 5 p.m. today. 
Dropping a class requires pay-
ment of a $10 fee, but think of 
how much work you could be 
buying yourself out of doing to 
get yourself out of that hole you 
dug when you decided spring 
break just wasn't early enough. 

Giddy up Appliance 

The Rice Players' production 
of Sam Shepherd's True West 
opens tonight at 8 p.m. at Ham-
man Hall. True West is the story 
of two brothers' often comedic 
struggle for supremacy, and 
they even smash toasters. The 
play also runs tomorrow night 
and next Thursday - Saturday 
for the same price at the same 
time. For tickets, call the Ham-
man Hall box oflice at 
713-348-PLAY. 

Dibs on greed 

Seven floors of Sid, seven 
deadly sins. Coincidence? 
Perhaps, but it does make for a 
sweet party theme. Tonight is 
Sid Richardson College's Tower 
Party, and with a party on 
every floor, there's a different 
sin theme for every one. While 
most parties probably wouldn't 
benefit from a literary theme, 
this one fits nicely, so head over 
to Sid from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. and 
get your sin on. 

Head to the Wiess College 
Commons from 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. today to find out. The Rice 
Environmental Club is hosting 
an environmental conference 
today on the topic of environ-
mental justice. 16 Houston-area 
experts and leaders from envi-
ronmental groups, industries, 
and government organizations 
will join in two panel discus-
sions. Free vegetarian and 
vegan lunches are provided, 
and attendees may come for 
part or all of the conference. 

SUNDAY 

I miss middle school gym 

In order to overcome this, I 
am going play some dodgeball 
to get my fix of prepubescent 
competition. From 
12:30 - 4 p.m. today at Autry 
Court's West Gym, the Com-
munity Involvement Center is 
hosting a dodgeball tourna-
ment to benefit an internation-
al service project to Guate-
mala. Teams of 10 are asked 
to pay a $30 entry fee and sign 
up with one of the nine college 
CIC representatives, or on the 
CIC Web site, www.rice.edu/ 
service. Go get some friends 
together and help other people 
save the world by pummeling 
people with foam projectiles. 
Some colleges are sponsoring 
teams, so ask around, you may 
even be able to play for free. 

Willy Week 

Today is the first day of that 
wonderful wacky week of Rice 
tradition, Willy Week. However, 
it would take a page all to itself 
to cover Willy Week events 
thoroughly, so check out the 
schedule of events in the news 
section, and check the Rice 
Program Council Web site for 
updates throughout the week. 

Kick a cop 

You won't even get in trouble 
for it. Today RUPD is hosting 
t he Rape Aggression Defense 
Program, a program designed 
to teach women how to defend 
themselves in dangerous situ-
ations. The program is very 
popular — to date over 1500 
women have completed the 
short course. The course spans 
four sessions over two weeks, 
and to benefit one must attend 
all four sessions. To register, 
or more complete information, 
visit http://rupd. rice, edu/rad. 

THURSDAY 

FREE movie, anyone? 

Free is the most effective word 
to use when communicating 
with a Rice student. Tonight 
is Rice night at the IMAX, 
meaning any Rice undergradu-
ate student can get into the 
8 p.m. showing of Deep Sea 
3-D free of cost with a Rice II). 
Immediately preceding the film 
is an hour-long reception for 
Wee students. If you like free 
stuff, or just really want to see 
gigantic 3-D sharks, head to the 
Houston Museum of Natural 
Science tonight. 

3 0 
No subtitle necessary 

So there 's actually not a 
calendar event scheduled for 
today at all, but tomorrow is 
kind of a big day around here. 
By now, water balloons are 
filled, jacks are pretty much 
all completed, bike and chug 
teams are set in their final 
lineups, and Sid has figured 
out just how they're going to 
get themselves disqualified. 
Tomorrow is Beer Bike. 

SUBMIT AN EVENT 

Deadline is Monday at 12 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 
Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar<§rice.edu 
Campus Mall: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 
on a space available basis. 

www.nce.Bdu/caf feehGuse 

it s the most exciting tiling to happen 
in the world oi tea 

since Boston 1773-

Sun 

RICK UNIVERSITY 

CLASS OF 
_ 0 0 7 — 
A/INR*- MISSIONS TO COMPLETE 
U U F BEFORE GRADUATION 

frj MAKE YOUR SENIOR GIFT 

Senior Gifts taken @ door 

S10 Gift = Get a Senior T-shirt 

• \ 

O y f j SWIM IN GILLIS* POOL 

5 / f CLIMB 4 5 - 9 0 - 1 8 0 

JUMP THE HEDGES 

RUN RAKER 13 

, , 0 SENIOR PUB NIGHT , 

Monday, Ma r c
 1 m t 

- -s pub I 0 p ^ l a m 

a 
Wil ly 

^back) 

GO TO A R0WL GAME 

AVOID THE SALLYPORT AT ALL COSTS 

... OR THIS T-SHIRT WILL SELF DESTRUCT ON 

( senior t-shirt design shown above) 

Wear your Senior Shirt 
to Pub & get FREE Beer, 
Pizza, and Soft Drinks! 
( t-shir ts will be available for a $10 Gift at pub) 

http://www.rice.edu/
http://rupd
http://www.nce.Bdu/caffeehGuse
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Every March, people around the country get all hyped about March Madness. So what? It is only basketball, and only college basketball at that. Seriously, what col-
lege player can match Wilt Chamberlain's 20,000 women? The real March Madness should be for the Thresher's historic tradition, the second annual Tournament of 
Everything. Who will go all the way this year? Cobalt (Co)? Broccoli? Duke University? Only the Backpage knows. Will we see a 16 seed upset a first seed? Maybe, 
because the rankings don't mean anything. 

First Round Second Round Regionals National Semis A Final 

m 
Chris Warrington 

(16) Laura Kelley 
Chris Warrington 

(8) Cyborg 

121 Android 
Cyborg 

Chris Warrington 

Regionals 

George Washington 

Second Round First Round 
George Washington (1) 

George Washington 

(5) RTV5 

(12) 2) Campanile 
RTV5 

£1 The Rice Standard 

(13) The Rice Sentinel 
The Rice Sentinel 

RTV5 

Chris Warrington George Washington 

16) Sunflowers 

(H) Chocolate chip muffins 
Sunflowers 

(3! Rocko's Modern Life 

U51 
'Nilla Wafers 

'Nitla Wafers 
Sunflowers 

7) Dictionaries 

Betty Ford 
Dictionaries 

The Office (US) 

(15) The Office (UK) 
The Office (US) 

The Office (US) 

The Office (US) George Washington 

The Office (US) 

(1 ) Red Bull 

jJ6) Pampalona 
Red Bull 

,8, M"A*S*H 

(9) Mashed potatoes 
M*A*S*H 

Red Bull 

ct] Condoms 

12 Duke University 
Condoms 

(4) Antibiotics 
The magic flute from t 

(13, Super Mario 3 | 

The magic flute from 
Super Mario 3 

The magic flute from 

Super Mario 3 

Red Bull 

(6) The Amazon 

tn)Messier object 42 
Messier object 42 

3) Fugue state 

i) Jigglypuff 
Fugue state 

Messier object 42 

Super Mega Aggro Crag 

(10) Maths 
Maths 

™ Diogenes of Sinope 

Speed 
Diogenes of Sinope 

Diogenes of Sinope 

M42 

M42 

Bizzaro Jig} 

Mooninite terrorism 
Mooninite terrorism 

The Yankees J2L 

Say whaaaaaaaa?!?!?!?! 
Say whaaaaaat!?!?! 

Lando Calrissian 

Say whaaaaat!?!?! (5) 

peanutbutter (12) 

Lando Calrissian (4, 

Drudge Report (13) 

Trees 
Trees 

Trees 

Trees 

(6) 

paper towels (in 

Cobalt (Co) € 
Cobalt (Co) J2L 

Ladybugs 

Typewriters 

New Delhi 

Typewriters 

Bobble head dolls 

Ladybugs 
Mathletes 

Ladybugs J23 

Jazzerc ize 
Ubuntu 

Broccoli 

Broccoli 

Broccoli 

(1 ) 

Ubuntu (16) 

Broccoli 
Broccoli 

Vermeer (9) 

General Relativity 

General Relativity 
Eukaryotes c 

General Relativity, 

Azaleas 
Basque (4) 

Azaleas (13) 

Sour patch kids 

Sour patch kids 

Covalent bonds 

Skiing 

Sour patch kid$6) 

j Jesus Christ Superstafd i; 
s k l i n 9 

Femurs H4i 

Lemurs 
Lemurs JIL 

Covalent bonds 
Ringv J10J 

Covalent bonds 
Covalent bonds 

H The Balfour Dec la ra t ion^) 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

FLEXIBLE HOURS: WE work around 
y o u r s c h e d u l e . Pr iva te school in 
M u s e u m District needs subst i tu tes 
and assistant teachers . Call Tara at 
(713) 520-0738. 

WANTED: TUTOR FOR 9th g rader 
in organiza t iona l ski l ls and co re 
subjects .Flexible days and times: 4-6 
hours a week after 4:30pm weekdays. 
Location 1.5 miles from campus. Male 
preferred. Start immediately. Contact 
swicoff@aol.com. 

Senior Gift Event 
Ttrestiann2/27) - Beer Debates 
Wednesday (3/28) - Beer Bike Trivia 
Thursday (3/29) - International Beer Night 
Friday (3/30) - Beer Bike Happy Hour 
Saturday (3/31) - 50th Annual Beer Bike 

P / T HEI.P WANTED at Wedding Photo 
Studio in Rice Village. Edit wedding im-
ages, assemble albums, clerical duties. 
Flex hours thru week, must be available 
on Saturdays, $8.25/hr. Email resume 
to info@evokephoto.com. 

BUSINESS IS BOOMING! Texas 
Land & Cattle S teakhouse is looking 
for great people to fill all positions 
at all locations in the Houston area. 
Apply in person at any Texas Land 
& Cattle. 

LOOKING FOR SUMMER employ-
ment? Par t t ime of f ice a s s i s t an t 
needed. We will train you now 3-5 
hours per week (or more depending 
on your schedule) then work 20-25 
hours a week dur ing the summer . 
Nice work e n v i r o m e n t and Rice 
Village location. Start ing pay is $10 
per hour. Email your r e s u m e to: 
LVS@charternotes.com. 

T H E WEEKLEY FAMILY YMCA is 
looking for CERTIFIED l ifeguards to 
work mornings, afternoons, evenings 
a n d / o r weekends to join our team. 
Candidates must have CIJRRENTcer-
tifications in: l ifeguarding (YMCAor 
Red Cross) , CPR for the Professional 
Rescuer or Heal thcare Provider, and 
First Aid. Certification in AEI) and 
Oxygen Administration. Must be be 
at least 1 6 y e a r s o f a g e . Ho l ly j enk in s 
at hollyj@ymcahouston. org. 

LAWYER NEAR C A M P U S s e e k s 
part-time help: filing, word-process-
ing, e r rands , research , general office 
tasks. Please fax r e s u m e or let ter of 
interest to (713) 721-3112. 

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on 
them. www.AdCarKey.com. 

WOULD YOU LIKE to improve your 
Spanish in a fun and conversational 
way? I can help you. I'm a Peruvian 
journalist and contributor to several 
Hispanic media, who has long teaching 
experience (writing skills, oral expres-
sion) at University level. You can contact 
me at (281) 841-0114 or email me at 
paola.cairo@gmail.com. Ask for Paola. 

TWO RICE ALUMNI seek evening 
and weekend help caring for th ree 
chi ldren ages 5 ,2 and newborn. Ap-
prox 10-15 h r s / w e e k . 5 minutes f rom 
campus. Flexible schedule, good pay. 
Contact cara@alumni.rice.edu 

NEEDED: PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
to run e r rands , file, and organize. 
Flexible part- t ime hours . Send info 
to hreg@shcglobal.net. 

HOUSING 

AVOID HIGH UTILITY bills this sum-
mer. Owner pays all utilities. Two 
bedroom, one bath all bills paid apart-
ment. Central air. New carpet. On-site 
laundry. Off-street parking. Quiet 
courtyard community with pool. $850/ 
month with lease and deposit. Please 
call Andover at (713) 524-3344. 

1IOME FOR I EASE (800sq.ft). Recently 
renovated. 2 BD/ lBath , wood floors, 
w/d hookup, large fenced-in yard, close 
tocampus,45-S/Broadway, kitchen/din-
ing/living rooms. deposit(first month's 
rent)+ $750/month . (713) 301-3973 
(Grafton Street) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

$$ PAID SURVEYS $$ Get paid for 
opinions. Earn cash for 20 min. 
of your time. Visit us at: www.OtherSur-
veys. com. sales@othersurveys. com. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any reason 
and does not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. 
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