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Construction commences, 
encourages researchers 

by Stephanie Jennings 
and Matthew McKee 

THRESHER STAFF 

Construction on the Collaborative Research 
Center, a facility that will further cooperation 
between Rice and the Texas Medical Center, 
began in December after the Rice Board of 
Trustees unanimously approved its construc-
tion Dec. 14. 

Expected to be completed in the first quarter 
of 2009, the center will house the department of 
bioengineeringand other researchers from Rice 
and the TMC. Located on the corner of Univer-
sity Boulevard and Main Street, the 10-story 
building will be the largest academic building 
in Rice's history. 

Provost Eugene Levy said the CRC will allow 
collaboration on some of the most advanced 
research in die 21st century. 

"The real motive concept behind the CRC is 
the recognition that the interface between engi-
neering, physical science, biology, computation 
and medicine is going to be a critical nexus in 
research in the coming decades," Ix'vy said. 

President David I x-ebron said Rice officials 
concluded the current location was the lx>st option 
because it is close to both Rice and the TMC. 

Levy said t h e ideas for the CRC were 
met with in t r igue and interest , and a faculty 

commi t t ee s trongly endo r s ed the project 
in 2001. 

Bioengineering professor Jennifer West par-
ticipated in the faculty evaluations of proposals 
for the CRC. 

" I really felt that this was one of the most vision-
ary proposals that I had ever seen at my entire time 
at Rice," she said. "It really could fundamentally 
change the way tiiat research is done, the level 
of research we are capable of doing and the level 
of interaction with the medical center." 

Ixebron said the C RC may not be able to house 
sensitive physics experiments because of vibra-
tions from nearby streets, but researchers will be 
able to perform most biomedical experiments. He 
said logistics such as research personnel stafting 
and the nature of individual research projects have 
not been finalized. He also expressed optimism 
about the collaboration and believes the institu-
tions have a lot to offer each other. 

"What Rice to some extent brings to the 
table are the specialties that the institutions of 
the TMC need but do not have," I^ebron said. 
'They need biophysics, applied mathematics, 
computational ability and even some math 
theory. Not all of those will be in the building, 
but the goal is to have things in the building 
that will reinforce the collaborations between 
Rice and the TMC." 

sec RESEARCH, Page 5 

Constructive criticism 
MARCUS ROMAN/ THRESHER 

Will Rice College sophomore Jonathon Palazzolo and Martel College sophomore Jon Lien 
discuss their studio projects with visiting critic Michael Morrow. The Design Futures Council 
named Rice's School of Architecture the second-best in the nation in its 2007 report. 

Graham strikes deal in contract extension 
by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHER EDITORIAJ. STAFF 

TAYLOR lOHNSON/THRESHER 

Head football coach Todd Graham signals to his players at the R&L Carriers 
New Orleans Bowl Dec. 22 in the Superdome. Graham recently signed a con-
tract to remain at Rice through 2012. 

I ast Tuesday, head football coach 
Todd Graham's contract was revised 
to last through the2012 season. While 
it is technically a contract extension, 
the deal only lengthens Graham's 
original deal by six months. The finan-
cial parameters were not disclosed, 
although Athletic I)irector Chris Del 
Conte confirmed that the new deal is 
more financially lucrative. 

"As you're being successful, no 
matter what coach it is, you want to 
go back and make sure they . . . want 
to be part of your program and that 
all parties are happy," he said. "Any 
time you have a coach that comes 
in and revitalizes a program, gets in 
a position where we feel good about 
the process — it was a no-brainer to 
renegotiate the contract." 

The deal also provides a sense of 
stability to both (iraham and his staf f. 
In the notoriously tumultuous world 

of college football, they now have re-
prieve from worrying about another 
revamping of the football offices for 
at least another six years. That being 
said, it is unwise to assume that all of 
the staff members, Graham included, 
plan on spending the rest of their ca-
reers at Rice. In recent days, offensive 
coordinator Major Applewhite was 
the subject of many rumors linking 
him to job offers at the University of 
Alabama until the Razorbacks hired 
fo rmer Miami head coach Nick 
Saban as their new head football 
coach. Del Conte indicated that while 
there is no way of knowing with 
certainty, Applewhite is most likely 
staying at Rice. 

"Applewhite is a football coach 
at Rice University," Del Conte said. 
"This time of year there are always 
rumors—it ' s acoaching convention, 
it's what happens. I have not been 
contacted; there 's been no contact 
by anyone at Alabama." 

Foo tba l l is no t an i so la ted 

example. Del Conte said he looks 
to have a similar policy with all of 
Rice athletics. 

"We're bringing in people that are 
here to compete at the highest level, 
and if they move the needle from 
empty to half a tank, then [good for] 
them," he said. "If they come here 
and we have complacency for 10-15 
years. ... They're not advancing the 
cause of this institution." 

To many fol lowers of Rice ath-
letics, this c o m m e n t looks like a 
direct attack on men ' s baske tba l l 
coach Willis Wilson. Del Conte 
indicated this is not the case , say-
ing he b l a m e s s u b s t a n d a r d fa-
cilities for many of the basketbal l 
t eam's inconsis tencies . 

"Autry Court is probably the 
worst facility in the country," he 
said. "You have to do some major 
repairs to have the same expecta-
tion that you do for the new science 
building on campus [or] the new 
physics building." 

Evaluation return rate stays low 
Web-based responses fall, not rise, during their second semester 

by Perry Factor 
THRESHER STAFF 

T h e r e s p o n s e ra te for online c o u r s e 
evaluations fell to 37.4 percent last semester , 
down from 45 percent last spring. 

For the spr ing 2006 s emes t e r — the 
first s e m e s t e r for which the Regis t rar ' s 
Off ice used online evaluat ions — s tuden t s 
who comple ted an evaluation were en te red 
into a drawing for an iPod or an i Tunes 
gift card . 

Last semes te r , Political Science Profes-
sor Richard St oil chai red a faculty commit-
tee that held a competi t ion between the 
resident ia l col leges to encourage s tudent 
r e s p o n s e to t h e ESTHER-based evalua-
tions. The compet i t ion began Nov. 27. it 
was originally scheduled to end Dec. 12 
but later was ex tended to Dec. 20. the last 
day of exams . 

In o r d e r to m o t i v a t e s t u d e n t s , t h e 
Regis t rar ' s ()ff ice of fe red $500 to the t h ree 
col leges with the highest r e sponse ra tes of 
at least 50 percent , $250 to the four th and 

fifth place colleges, and $100 to the sixth 
h ighes t - responding col lege. 

J o n e s College had the h ighes t r e s p o n s e 
ra te with 59.5 percent and was t h e only 
col lege that qualified for the first prize. No 
o the r col leges had a r e sponse ra te over 50 
percen t — Baker College had the second 
h ighes t ra te with 43.4 percent and Wiess 
College had the lowest at 29.7 percent . 

Stoll said the faculty commit tee chose 
the compet i t ion incentive because it was 
easy to organize . 

" (The commit tee] took it as its high-
est priority to get the r e s p o n s e ra te up," 
he said. "We didn't have lots of time, so 
the contest was someth ing that could be 
implemented quickly." 

Stoll said increasing part icipation is vital 
for the university because a p ro fesso r ' s 
p e r f o r m a n c e is more accurately ref lected 
when more s tuden t s give input. 

When re sponse ra tes are low, s tuden t s 
who do fill out the su rveys often feel pas-
sionately one way or the o ther toward the 

EVALUATIONS, Pane 

INSIDE 

Holiday already? 
There will be no classes Monday in honor 

of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. 

Message from the Registrar 
Tuesday at 8 a.m. begins late registra-

tion. If you have not registered for any 
classes, you are charged a Late Registration 
Fee of $115.00 to add classes. 

Dean's Leeture Series 
The Dean's Lecture Series continues 

Wednesday with James Whitehurst, chief 
operating officer of Delta Airlines, speaking 
on that company's turnaround. Whitehurst 
lectures from 10:30-11:30 a.m. in Shell 
Auditorium at McNair Hall. 

Philosophy of science 
Philosophy professor Richard Bishop will 

host a lecture using philosophy to reconcile 
chemistry and quantum mechanics today 
at 4 p.m. in 1 lumanities Building 119. 

OPIN ION P a g e 3 
Rape accusations produce male victims 

A&E Page 9 
Painted Veil acting outdoes plot 

SPORTS 
Complete bowl recap 

Page 11 

Quote of the Week 

"[We] spent time taking the reins, buying new 
equipment, and now that that is all taken care 
of, we're at the stage where we can start pro-
ducing a mass amount of new content." 
— RTV5 Programming Director Brett Snider on 
changes to campus television (See story, Page 8.) 

Scoreboard 

Men's Basketball 
Rice 75. Tulane 70 
Women's Basketball 
Rice 61, Tulane 52 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Cloudy, 65-72 degrees 
Saturday 
Scattered T-storms. 64-74 degrees 
Sunday 
T showers, 38-69 degrees 
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Early Decision data has 
no excuse for secrecy 

President Leebron's Call to Conversation and the resulting Vi-
sion for the Second Century emphasize open dialogue as a key to 
improving the Rice experience for students and faculty. Which is why 
we are perplexed by Vice President for Enrollment Chris Munoz's 
decision to withhold statistical information about the demographics 
of Early Decision applicants and acceptees — information that has 
historically been made public information. (See story, page 4.) 

Such ignorance is no one's bliss. Realistically, the vague feedback 
we do have is more likely to lead to detrimental distortions of demo-
graphic facts than releasing hard statistical data would. We understand 
Munoz's concern that releasing Early Decision data, which is not 
necessarily reflective of overall admissions data, has a potential to 
mislead careless readers. But the data is certainly reflective of Rice 
applicants' responses to the changing trends in early decision pro-
grams, and so bears directly on an issue central to the future of Rice 
admissions. We believe informing the community on such issues in 
a timely manner is a duty of informed university administrators. 

As the university prepares to expand in 2009, it seems obvious that 
administrators, faculty and students alike are all committed to maintaining 
the integrity of our campus population. This commitment can be seen in 
the recent prominence of discussion on the Undergraduate Experience, 
and a vital part of that experience should be interaction with a uniquely 
diverse community of peers. We believe strongly in the importance of 
this issue, and without access to the relevant data, there is no way of 
knowing what sort of community we will face in the near future. 

Our campus community should be committed to reaching rea-
sonable demographic goals. But we will be unable to make that 
commitment if we do not know the situation at hand. We can only 
hope the Office of Enrollment's tight-lipped policy does not extend 
to prospective students who may have demographic concerns. 

The V2C sets a standard of open dialogue on campus — a standard 
the Office of Enrollment is failing to uphold. In our era of growth and 
change, administrators should be contributing to the conversation. 
Instead, Munoz is hindering it. 

Rice Athletics scores 
with Graham contract 
Head football coach Todd Graham recently received a contract 

extension through the 2012 season. (See story, page 1.) Following 
the Athletics Department 's usual protocol, the financial terms of the 
extension were not released, leaving fans in the dark as to Graham's 
compensation. Nevertheless, Rice should be commended for locking 
up the Conference USA Coach of the Year to a long-term commit-
ment. Although as of now Graham's coaching reputation is still in 
the realm of "up-and-coming," a few more successful years at the 
Rice's helm should be more than enough to make him one of the 
more alluring coaching prospects in college football. 

We are glad the Athletics Department recognb.es Graham for the 
valuable asset he is, and we hope it continues to work actively to keep 
coaches of Graham's caliber around — especially in light of the unstable 
college coach turnover rate nationally. In return, Graham should honor 
the faith placed in him by the university. It's not difficult to predict that 
Graham's coaching value will continue to increase, and we applaud his and 
the Athletics Department's commitment to the future of Rice Athletics. 

Web grade entry deserves 
A-plus, course evals fail 

We are glad to see IT and the Registrar's Office collaborated so 
successfully in implementing online grade entry last semester after 
just one pilot run. (See story, page 5.) The punctual return rate was 
very satisfactory and we were surprised — and only occasionally 
suicidal — that most of us found all our grades on ESTHER before 
the New Year. 

Hopefully, the new system was as much a relief to professors as 
it was to students. We expect it allowed everyone a little more free 
time during the break, and the overdue improvement seems to be 
more convenient for everyone. 

Unfortunately, not all of last semester 's Web-centric academic 
bureaucracy produced such fine results. Course evaluations suffered 
grossly low returns for the second semester in a row. (See story, 
page 1.) We hope the Registrar's Office will take this as a clear incentive 
to change evaluation policies next semester, and we hope next time 
the administration leaves inter-college competition to Beer Bike. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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Keepin' It Real... Mean 

Criticism of Oprah's school unwarranted 
Recently, media mogul Oprah 
Winfrey announced the opening of 
a school in South Africa for under-
privileged girls. Critics lambasted 
Winfrey for forgetting 
about American children's 
education and donating 
her money to a foreign 
nation. Initially, I could not 
help but agree. 

I was at first frustrated 
with Winfrey's decision to 
build a school that was not 
in the United States.There 
remains much work to be 
done in our urban areas. To 
saythatourhelpwasneed-
ed more elsewhere drove 
me to a level of disdain that reminded 
me of my sentiments about the Iraq 
war — why help other nations cap-
ture freedom when many groups are 
still fighting for it domestically? 

However, when I looked at 
Winfrey's responses to her critics 
and debated with friends about the 
idea of seeding money into a school 
that was not homegrown, I began to 
understand Winfrey's stance. And 
even agreed with the talk show host's 
latest project. 

There are several reasons why 
Winfrey's actions should not be 
criticized. First, it is her money, 
and she may spend it as she pleases 
given that she has broken no laws. 
It is bold to suggest that observers 
of the Oprah phenomenon have the 
right to tell her what to do. 

Schuyler 
Woods 

Secondly, if one were to make a 
xenophobic argument, then a simple 
comparison of the average American 
student to the students in Winfrey's 

school demonstrates why 
she opted to invest in 
them rather than us. The 
primary difference is 
desire. After an extensive, 
two-year long interview 
process, Winfrey hand-
picked only the most 
driven young girls to be 
enrolled in her school. 
The girls were selected 
for their assiduousness, 
vision, aspirations and, 
most of all, their desire 

to improve their society. Winfrey 
argues that these characteristics are 
somewhat deficient in our society. 
Although we Americans have the 
the best educational resouces in 
the world at our disposal, we do not 
always take advantage of them. 

Conversely, the South African 
girls, who did not have the compul-
sory education we take for granted, 
greatly appreciate the opportunity 
to step inside of a school, which 
Winfrey is benevolently offering. 
However, this is not to say that the 
American system of education is not 
flawed—it is. But someeducation.no 
matter how imperfect, is better than 
no education at all. which the South 
African children had to face.. 

Even when I look at such a 
prestigious university as Rice, 1 can 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Committee welcomes 
undergrad concerns 
To the editor: 

A recent editorial ("What Rice has 
is a failure to communicate," I)ec. 8) 
noted that the Committee on the 
Rice Undergraduate Program is so-
liciting ideas and information on the 
undergraduate experience from the 
university community. The opinions 
put forward in the editorial concerning 
interdisciplinary studies and the lack 
of intellectual environment outside 
classes are welcomed by our commit-
tee and will be among those discussed 
at one of our future meetings. 

In holding forums on campus, 
we have been struck by the wide-
spread interest among students, 
faculty, staff and alumni in discuss-
ing undergraduate education and, in 
particular, ways to improve both the 
curriculum and other aspects of the 
Rice experience. Any Rice person 
can give views on this subject via 
our Web site at http://cnhesion.rice. 
edu/adm inistration/crup. 

So far, wo have received several 
hundred responses to a series of 
questions we have posted on the site, 
and we hope to receive even more. 

Chandler Davidson 
Chair, Committee on the Rice 

Undergraduate Program 

see why Winfrey would choose to 
send her money abroad. 'Hie sheer 
political apathy that overwhelms the 
majority of our campus is dismaying. 
We take our basic rights to vote, to 
petition, to even speak, as well as 
our overall ability to affect change 
in society, for granted. Who are 
we to criticize Winfrey for helping 
others — who want to do better but 
do not have the means — when we 
do not even help ourselves? 

I am not suggesting a wildly 
radical revolution on the national 
scale or even on the small scale of 
Rice University. Rather, I suggest 
Winfrey's critics keep their mouths 
shut unless they plan on moving our 
feet about America's own domestic 
education issues. 

Schuyler Woods is Lovett College 
sophomore and assistant opinion editor. 
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Rice Voices 

Men suffer false rape accusations on campus 
O n e of the greatest legal rights that 
we have under the U.S. Constitution 
is the presumption of innocence in 
the event that we are accused of com-
mitting a crime. The Fifth, 
Sixth and F o u r t e e n t h 
Amendments provide us 
with due process, a speedy 
and public trial and equal 
protection under U.S. laws. 
Then why has the climate 
surrounding rape accusa-
tions in this country taken 
such a disturbing turn 
towards a presumption of 
guilt, particularly the guilt 
of accused men? 

'Hie Rice Wellness Cen-
ter has a Web site with invaluable in-
formation regarding rape and sexual 
assault, both on college campuses 
and outside the hedges. While the 
ubiquitous one-in-four rape statistic 
has always been grossly unreliable at 
worst nnd suspect at best, the point 
of fact remains that rape can happen 
to anyone. 1 do not dispute the reality 
of rape. To do such a thing would be 
careless and insensitive, especially 
in Rice's environment of glorifying 
binge drinking and blitzed hookups 
— a sure-fire way to raise the prob-
ability of sexual assault. 

Indeed, just this past October, 
Rice University Police Department 
Lieutenant Dianna Marshall stated at 
a sexual violence forum that about 
two or three sexual assaults were 
reported to RUPD last year. 

Hut, with the undeniable reality of 
Rice's celebratory mindset towards 
intoxicated sexual encounters, two 
or three seems like a gross underes-
timation of how many assaults may 
have occurred. 

I believe that everyone should 
educate themselves beyond the 
"No means no" rhetoric of rape 

Philip Arthur 
Moore 

talk and instead focus on the ac-
tions that actually constitute sexual 
assault — especially on Rice's wet 
campus. I do not take issue with 

g r o u p s like S t u d e n t s 
Organized Against Rape, 
which does a great ser-
vice with its education 
programs. What I do take 
issue with is the way so-
called feminist jurispru-
dence injects itself into 
the national and collegiate 
dialogue about rape and 
sexual assault. Women 
who make sexual assault 
claims against men are no 
longer treated like plain-

tiffs in a courtroom subject to the 
burden of proof. Instead, it seems 
as if rape claims are granted instant 
evidentiary value and justification. 
As a consequence, the women who 
make such claims — a number of 
which are undoubtedly bogus—are 
approached by public perception as 
demigods and victims, while their 
alleged at tackers are presumed 
guilty until proven innocent. 

In Febrary 2001, a female Rice 

Hurling bogus charges 

to excuse a lapse in 

judgment is a disservice 

to both men and actual 

rape victims. 

undergrad sent out a mass e-mail 
accusing another student of raping 
her friend. Hie e-mail warned: "Don't 
let yourself or your best girl friends 
be the next victims!" The male, a 

new student at Rice and innocent 
of any wrongdoing, was forced to 
release an anonymous statement 
to the Thresher to try to recover his 
barely-formed freshman reputation 
("Statement from accused male 
student," Feb. 16, 2001). 

What compelled the female stu-
dent to write the mass e-mail was 
neither evidence nor consent of 
disclosure from her "victim" friend. 
It was idiotic, and false, campus 
gossip — not unlike the kind Rice 
feverishly enjoys the morning after 
a booze-filled, sexually-infused 
public party. 

The Wellness Center warns us: 
"No one deserves to be sexually 
assaulted." We hear statements like 
this time and again when parties 
involving alcohol and the potential for 
drunken sex sprout up around cam-
pus. It would be nice if the Wellness 
Center would include the following 
on their Web site as well: "No one 
deserves to be falsely accused of 
sexual assault." 

Rape is terrible. But hurling 
bogus charges to excuse a lapse 
in judgment is a disservice to both 
men and actual rape victims. Like 
nearly all men, I am not a rapist. It 
is beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
I have never been and will never be 
a rapist. What is not so certain is 
that I will never be accused as such. 
In the event that this does occur in 
my life, all I want as a man is clue 
process without reactionaries call-
ing me a rapist or treating me like a 
criminal just because it feels like the 
self-righteous thing to do. 

The Constitution does, after all, 
protect that right. 

Philip Arthur Moore graduated from 
Ij>vett College in 2006. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Shock-jock senator tunes out left, turns off right 
F o r A m e r i c a n politics in 2007, the 
focus is largely on the Democratic 
Party's sweep into power on a wave 
of Republican corruption and failed 
policy. Hut just to the west 
of Rice, the deep-red Dis-
trict 7 bucked the trend, 
electing conservative talk 
radio host Dan Patrick to 
the Texas Senate. 

Patrick goes beyond the 
talk radio stereotype of the 
millionaire egocentric self-
promoter who repeats the 
xenophobic talking points 
that allow white, middle-
age males to think they are 
an oppressed minority. On 
air, Patrick cornered the market on 
attacking not just the usual political 
enemies — the growing Hispanic 
population and Democrats — but 
going after moderate Republicans 
who did not see policy differences 
as personal differences. This style 
has made Patrick more enemies 
than a satirically racist Backpage 
editor — but it has also brought him 
fame, fortune and electoral victory. 

Now Patrick will try to bring 
his slash-and-burn politics from 
Houston's radio waves to the Texas 
Senate, and very few people are 
happy, including Patrick's fellow 
Republicans. Former state Senator 
Jon Lindsay, whom Patrick is replac-
ing, has expressed extreme doubts 
about Patrick. "I think he would 
be terrible in the Senate," Lindsay 
said in an interview with the Texas 
Observer. "He'd be a difficult person 
for the lieutenant governor and the 
leadership to work with." 

After all. Patrick is going to have 
a hard time working with bis self-
declared enemies. 

Even members of the radically 
right-wing forum freerepublic.com 
are uncomfortable with Patrick, with 
a user by the alias of RedWhileBlue 
lamenting: "I also don't enjoy listening 
to him on the radio. It's |sic| his tone, 

Evan 
Mintz 

or something... like he's talking down 
to everyone." Freerepublic.com is no 
place for bipartisanship, and often 
blocks members who express views 

contrary to the majority 
1 opinion. The simple fact 

that commenters there 
view Patrick as going too 
far should be a warning to 
the rest of the Senate. 

Patrick's rage stems 
from the Senate rules 
themselves: Two-thirds 
of the 31 Senators must 
approve before a bill can 
be considered on the 
floor. Like most rules in 
the Texas government, 

its original purpose was to slow the 
legislative process and tend Texas to-
wards small government. However, 
this rule also encourages coopera-
tion and ensures that no matter who 
is in the majority, the minority's voice 
will always be heard. In other words, 
Republicans and Democrats have to 
work together. But against the opin-
ion of even his own party, Patrick is 
attempting to destroy this rare civil-
ity of the Texas Senate and replace 
it with all the dignity and common 
sense of shock-jock talk radio. 

Patrick only has to look across 
the capitol to see the consequences 
of ruling with an iron gavel. Texas 
State Speaker of the House Tom 
Craddick just had to face off a chal-
lenge from fellow Republican Jim 
Pitts. Craddick's strong-arm tactics 
of forcing votes and shutting out any 
minority opinion have finally caught 
up with him. Now Republicans and 
I )emocrats alike are uniting to elect 
a Speaker who will give every mem-
ber a full and equal voice. 

More importantly, Patrick should 
remember that Craddick was the first 
Republican Speaker in overacentury. 
Political winds are fickle, and what 
may benefit Republicans now can be 
a later tool of parliamentary revenge. 
After all, Republicans in Washington 

are kicking themselves for not passing 
Nancy Pelosi's minority party bill of 
rights when they had the chance. 

In the end, Patrick will probably 
end up learning a lesson in political 
enemy-making not from Republicans 
or Democrats, but from his own 
constituents. In only a few years, the 
rising Hispanic middle class may 
start tocall Patrick's suburban district 
their home And I am sure they would 
rather tune their political radios to 
someone who did not make hiscareer 
blaming Hispanic immigrants for the 
collapse of civilization. 

Evan Mintz is a Hatiszen College junior 
and opinion and Backpage editor. 

Political yard stick 

Activist T-shirts cannot 
dress up uninformed support 
Just before we left for winter 
break, flyers around Rice informed 
students about World AIDS Day 
events, touting the free T-shirts 
available for students 
who attended. Ill admit, 
I picked one up — after 
all, there is something 
appealing about free T-
shirts. In fact, I already 
have a pile of similar 
shirts: "I Iheart] Consen-
sual Sex" from Students 
()rganized Against Rape, 
"This Is What a Feminist 
Looks Like" from the 
Rice Women's Resource 
Center, an evolving fish 
from Secular Students of Rice, and 
so on and so forth. 

These shi r ts all represent 
issues 1 agree with but have not 
taken any major steps to change. 
It made me wonder: Instead of 
sit-ins or divestment movements, 
will our generation be defined by 
T-shirt activism? 

Kirti 
Datla 

Now is the time to 

demand more of 

ourselves than simply 

sporting a slogan. 

Mobile slogans are the logical 
extension of our modernized so-
ciety, in which we have little time 
for ourselves, much less distant 
causes. They are a way to stand 
for something without actually 
having to do anything. There is 
nothing new about the phenom-
enon — wearing a T-shirt with a 
slogan is no different from putting 
a bumper sticker on your car or a 
button on your messenger bag. 

What may be new is the sheer 
volume of causes, rapid flow of in-
formation and ease of distribution. 
Web sites such as cafepress.com 
and spreadshirt.com streamline 
the process of designing, submit-
ting and receiving shirts to sell in 
support of a cause. 

Gabriel Harvey, a student at 
Ixmisiana State University, decided 
last September that the way to 
affect presidential politics was to 
make a T-shirt with "Mark Warner 
is Good" emblazed on the front to 
support his preferred candidate. It 
has become something of a trend, 
with supporters of John Edwards 
and Barack Obama launching 

similar campaigns. According to 
Harvey's Web site, he wanted to 
make progressive politics fashion-
able. Is that it for politics? Does the 

candidate with the best 
T-shirt win? 

There is a problem 
with this form of activ-
ism that may not be 
obvious. We have come 
to think that buying a 
T-shirt means we have 
adequately supported 
a cause, but one has to 
wonder what support-
ing an issue by wearing 
a T-shirt really means. 
Instead of truly thinking 

about what it would take to resolve 
an issue, we simply say we sup-
port it. And if the evidence proves 
anything, support is not enough. 
A Jan. 2(X)6 Pew Research Center 
poll showed that a clear majority 
of Americans support pro-environ-
mental policy. But when these same 
people go to vote, environmental 
issues actually have little effect on 
which candidate they support. Dis-
connects like this are problematic 
and occur in a variety of causes. 

As students, there are oppor-
tunities available to us that most 
people do not have. We have 
courses we can take, professors 
we can consult and intelligent 
peers we can talk to. Even though 
it often seems like there are too 
few hours in the day, we have time 
to think things through and to 
develop our positions. Now is the 
time to demand more of ourselves 
than simply sporting a slogan. 

I will not deny that I picked up 
a T-shirt for World AIDS Day. But 
in my defense, I also organized an 
event and read several Congres-
sional Research Service reports on 
the lYesident's Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief. That probably is not 
enough to be well-informed on the 
problem of AIDS, but it isa start. And 
that is really the point — we each 
need to make a start. I do not have 
any delusions of influence — this 
column will not stop anyone from 
picking up a free T-shirt. However, 
I hope that it convinces people 
to try to unravel the causes and 
issues sported on their clothes. 
T-shirt activism does not have to be 
superficial as long as we can give an 
informed, persuasive explanation 
of the issue on our shirts when 
someone stops to ask us. 

Kirti Datla is a Sid Richardson 
College junior. 
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Cingular outage causes 
distress for students 

Rice students lived Generation 
Y's worst nightmare last weekend. 
C ingu la r W i r e l e s s c u s t o m e r s 
returning to campus Saturday and 
Sunday exper ienced p rob lems 
contacting friends and calling back 
home. Students had trouble finding 
strong frequencies and reported 
dropped calls and calls skipping 
to voicemail. 

Baker College senior D'yon 
Peoples said she had trouble reach-
ing friends and family. 

'It's supposed to be 

the network with the 

[fewest] dropped 

calls, and I definitely 

had a few dropped 

calls.' 
— Jessica Kubiak 

Sid Richardson Senior 

"It really interfered with phone 
calls because so many people in 
Hous ton have Cingular ," Peo-
ples said. "It was hard to reach 
my parents." 

The Rice Information Tech-
nology Help Desk sent out an 
announcement last Friday about 
the issue, saying that Cingular 
hoped to have the network patched 
before Jan. 6. 

Cingular Wire less cus tomer 
service representative Aldo Marquez 
said Tuesday that a tower outage in 
the Houston area had caused the 
service difficulties. Marquez could 
not specify the exact date or the cause 
of the problems with the tower. 

"There wasa south toweroutage," 
he said. "There could have been any 
number of things wrong with the 
tower that caused problems." 

Cingular has more than 100 
towers in the Houston area. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Jessica Kubiak said she experi-
enced dropped calls Sunday. 

"It's supposed to be the net-
work with the [fewest] dropped 
calls, and I definitely had a few 
dropped calls," Kubiak said. "It was 
really inconvenient." 

As of Tuesday afternoon, all 
service problems in the area had 
been resolved, Marquez said. 

— Natalie Kone 

Early Decision 
admissions decline 

Mirroring a decline in the num-
ber of early decision applicants, 
fewer s t u d e n t s w e r e admi t ted 
th rough early decision for the 
Class of 2011. 

About 17 percent fewer students 
were admi t ted t h r o u g h Rice's 
binding early decision program, 
d o w n to 145 s t u d e n t s f r o m 
175 admitted for the Class of 2010. 
Early decision applicants declined 
about 14 percen t to 507 f rom 
the record-high 587 applicants in 
2005. Under the Early Decision 
p rogram, applicat ions are due 
Nov. 1 and decisions are mailed 
Dec. 15. 

Vice President for Enrollment 
Chris Munoz said the decline may 
be due to national trends away 
from early decision programs. Last 
September, Harvard College and 
Princeton University announced 
they were eliminating their early 
admissions programs. Rice will 
not change its early admissions 
policies, which includes non-bind-
ing Interim Decision. 

"There are other universities of 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Rice's caliber who are also down 
fin the number of applicants], and 
the explanation that is being put 
out is that the decisions that were 
made by Harvard [has] had a sort 
of trailing effect," Munoz said. 

However, the number of interim 
and regular decision applications 
is greater this year than at this 
time last year, Munoz said. The 
target c lass size will be about 
720-730 students, the same as it 
has been over the past five years, 
Munoz said. 

Munoz declined to comment 
on t h e d e m o g r a p h i c informa-
tion of th i s yea r ' s appl icants , 
but he did say the number of 
minori ty appl icants inc reased . 
Last year, 5 African American 
and 19 Hispanic students applied 
t h r o u g h ear ly dec i s ion . Both 
were slight decreases from the 
previous year. 

— Amy Liu 

University Board selects 
two new trustees 

Rice University's Board ofTrust-
ees recen t ly e lec ted two new 
members. CEO of Advanced Micro 
Devices Hector Ruiz (Ph.D. '73) and 
Chairman and CEO of Ernst & Young 
JamesTurley (Lovett'77) began their 
terms as trustees Jan. 1. 

President David Leebron said 
board members are usually replaced 
as they leave office, but Ruiz and 
Turley were elected in January 
because there were empty slots on 
the board. The two were chosen by 
the Trustees Committee, a group of 
trustees that meets four times per 
year to discuss suggestions about 
board members. 

Turley, who lives in New York, 
earned two degrees from Rice — a 
B.A. in economics and an M.A. in 
accounting. He began working for 
Ernst & Young after he graduated 

1 Xlarge 2-Topping Pizza £ 
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New Board of Trustees members Jim Turley and Hector Ruiz. 

from Rice, and he became CEO 
in 2003. 

'They understand 

strategy and they 

understand the 

problems enterprises 

face. While we are 

not a profit-making 

business, we face a lot 

of the same issues.' 
— David Leebron 

University President 

Ruiz received a Ph.D from Rice 
in electrical engineering and became 
president of AMD in 2000. He was 

named CEO in 2002 and Chairman 
of the Board in 2004. 

Leebron said he thinks Ruiz and 
Turley bring useful experience from 
the business world. 

"They understand strategy and they 
understand the problems enterprises 
face," he said. "While we are not a 
profit-making business, we face a lot 
of the same issues." 

Leebron also said the new trustees 
i re involved in the Rice community. 

"[Turley] has been very involved 
with the J ones School and comes down 
regularly," I^eebron said. "Ruiz has 
been in touch with various people on 
campus. He actually knew a number < >f 
people in faculty on campus that he has 
stayed in touch with over the years." 

Iveebron said Ruiz, the first trustee 
whose only degree from Riceisa Ph.I)., 
plans to focus on recruiting and retain-
ing minority engineers. 

Trustees serve on the board for 
terms of four years. 

— Beko Binder 

Expires 3/31/07 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Signing support 
Fans at the Dec. 22 R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl gaze at the Jumbo-
tron during a big play. The ending score did l i t t le to dampen the spirits 
of fans who were simply celebrating the bowl experience, Rice style. 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• SA Internal Vice President Laura Kelley announced the new student 
representat ives will begin work on their projects next week. 

• Kelley, a Brown College junior, announced the SA Student Life commit-
tee will meet Jan. 2 1 at 7 p.m. in Miner Lounge. Also, the Academics 
Committee will meet Jan. 2 1 at 1 p.m. in the Brown Commons. 

• SA External Vice President Ceci Mesta, a Martel College sophomore, 
announced the Examinations and Standings Committee needs two 
undergraduate representatives. The committee meets Tuesdays at 
3:15 p.m. Interested students, contact Mesta at anacecim@rice.edu. 

• SA Director of Technology Mike Holcomb, a Marte l senior, an 
nounced old textbooks can be bought and sold onl ine at the SA 
marketplace, sa.r ice.edu/?fa=ecoop. main. 

The next meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

mailto:anacecim@rice.edu
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RACE NG/THRESH! 

Construction of the Collaborative Research Center began in December. The 
new 10-story building will bring together researchers from Rice and the Texas 
Medical Center, and it begins with this unsightly site. 

RESEARCH 
From page 1 

Levy said the value of teamwork will 
also help Rice reach its own goals. 

"The CRC will give Rice a place at 
the forefront in areas of 21st century 
research and education in ways that we 
couldn't accomplish nearly as well on 
our own,"Levy said. "TMC Institutions 
bring expertise in biomedical sciences 
of a scale ;uul breadth far greater than 
what Rice has on its campus." 

'The real motive 

behind the CRC is 

the recognition that 

the interface between 

eng ineering, physic a I 

science, biology, 

computation and 

medicine is going to 

be a critical nexus 

in research in the 

coming decades.' 
— Eugene Levy 

Provost 

Rice and the Baylor College 
of Medicine already have a joint 
M.I)./Ph.I), program and have col-
laborated on projects in multiple 
medical fields. 

Leebron said the CRC will allow 
researchers to share a common space 
and focus on common problems. 

Skidmore , Owings and Mer-
rill, LLP is the architectural firm 
designing the building. Managing 
Partner Carrie Byles said the build-
ing will be very flexible and will 
be able to support many kinds of 
research. Il will also have many 
common meeting places to actively 

Online grade entry a success 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

For the first time, professors 
were able to submit last semester's 
final grades from Europe, Australia 
or wherever else they could access 
the Internet. The Registrar's Office 
debuted online grade entry for fall 
2006 final grades after the system 
was piloted with freshmen's midterm 
grades. In the past, teachers submitted 
paper grade rosters to the Registrar's 
Office, where staff members then 
entered grades by hand. 

About 25,000 grades were sub-
mitted online, e i ther by faculty 
or a d e s i g n a t e d d e p a r t m e n t a l 
employee such as the department 
coordinator. About 10-15 percent of 
grades were not submitted by the 
deadline, Dec. 29. This was a smaller 
percentage than in past years, Associ-
ate Registrar for Technology Alana 
Lemay-Gibson said. 

Registrar David Tenney (Sid '87) 
said the transition to online grade 
entry was smooth due in part to 
the resources the Registrar's Of-
fice devoted to training faculty and 
department coordinators to use the 
system. The office offered 13 training 
sessions and set up a troubleshooting 
hotline. About 85 percent of teach-
ers submitted their own grades, 
Tenney said. 

Even though about 50 percent of 
grades were submitted on the day 
of the deadline, students were able 
to see their grades earlier than in 
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Online grade entry allows faculty members to submit grades from the comfort 
of their own homes. 

previous years because the grades 
did not have to be entered by hand. 
Tenney said. 

Due to the system's success and 
the extensive piloting program, there 
will be only minor changes to how it 
will be applied online in the future, 
Lemay-Gibson said. 

Speaker of the Faculty Mar j 
Corcoran said she thinks the online 
system is a great idea. 

"It seemed to work fine," Corco-

ran, a physics professor, said. "One of 
my colleagues in physics... couldn't 
figure out how to use it, [but] people 
will learn how to use it. Overall, it's 
a great benefit." 

French professor Deborah Nel-
son-Campbel l said s h e had no 
problems entering grades. 

"It went beautifully," she said. "I 
do not consider myself to be tech-
nologically savvy, but I followed the 
directions, and it worked." 

encourage communication. 
Byles said the facility will also in-

clude lecture and seminar rooms for 
personnel and students. 

While the extent of undergraduate 
presence in the building has not been 
finalized, West said faculty members 
are pushing hard for undergraduate 
opportunities in the CRC. 

"()ne of the important things we 
wanted to do was to make sure the 
building related [to] the campus and 
created a new social heart," Byles said. 
"[We were] trying to draw people in 
from Rice University and from the 
Texas Medical Center, and we also tried 
to make the building very porous and 
engaging at the ground level." 

The C RC will be constructed to meet 
leadership in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design standardsestablished by the 
U.S. Green Building Council. 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology 
professor Michael Gustin said he 
has followed the developments of 
the CRC plans and likes its design 
and implementation. Gustin, a Wiess 
College master, said he also believes 
his colleagues at the department of 
bioengineering will benefit from Uiis 
ambitious project 

"The working space for scientists 
and engineers over there is really first 
class, and a lot of times you w;int to 
work in a place where there's a lot of 
spirit and excitement ofthings started," 
Gustin said. 

West said she hopes the CRC 
will strengthen Rice's reputation as 
a research university. 

"I would say that we have a very 
strong research program on the cusp 
of being a really world class phenom-
enal researcwwwwh program," she 
said. "[The CRC] will allow us to do 
things that a normal institution our 
size would normally not have been 
able to accomplish." 

Nick Schlossman contributed 
to this article. 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following Items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Dec. 8 - Jan. 7. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College Dec. 9 

Jones College 
Jones College 

Lovett College 

Jones College 

Jones College 
Will Rice College 

Martel College 

Dec. 12 
Dec. 16 

Dec. 16 

Dec. 19 

Dec. 20 
Dec. 22 

Jan. 6 

Sid Richardson College Jan. 7 
Sid Richardson College Jan. 7 

Academic Buildings 
Herzstein Hall Dec. 13 
Herzstein Hall Dec. 13 

Other Buildings 
Autry Court Dec. 11 

Student Center Dec. 14 

Parking Lots 
Greenbriar Lot Dec. 11 
Brown College Lot Dec. 12 
Greenbriar Lot Dec. 13 
Facilities and Dec. 15 
Engineering Lot 
South Colleges Lot Dec. 15 
South Stadium Lot Dec. 27 

Other Areas 
Graduate Apartments Dec. 8 
Willy's Pub Dec. 18 

5510 Greenbriar Drive Dec. 19 
5615 Chaucer Drive Dec. 31 
Biology Greenhouse Dec. 31 
Off Campus Jan. 2 

Minor in consumption and public 
intoxication. Subject referred to 
Student Judicial Programs. 
Theft. 
Minor in consumption. Subject 
referred to Student Judicial 
Programs. 
Minor in possession and minor in 
consumption. Subject referred to 
Student Judicial Programs. 
Possession of marijuana. Subject 
arrested and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 
Building burglarized. 
Non-Rice subject asked for money 
near college. 
Alcohol violation. Subject referred 
to Student Judicial Programs. 
Criminal mischief. 
Suitcase stolen from room over 
break. 

Theft. 
Building burglarized. 

Subject did not identify himself. 
Subject arrested and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 
Theft. 

Motor vehicle burglarized. 
Motor vehicle burglarized. 
Motor vehicle burglarized. 
Criminal mischief. 

Criminal mischief. 
Motor vehicle burglarized. 

Motor vehicle burglarized. 
Two minors in possession and 
two minors in consumption. 
Subjects referred to student 
Judicial Programs. 
Building burglarized. 
Theft. 
Building burglarized. 
Theft. 
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DERRICK HUANG/THRESHER 

A less than silent night 
Hanszen College senior Nicola Lugosch sings in the Catholic Student Association's Dec. 9 carolling trip. 
The organization entertained audiences with traditional favorites to enliven the season. 

EVALUATIONS 
From page 1 

professor , which skews the evalu-
ations, he said. A lack of s tudent 
evaluat ions m a k e s it difficult for 
faculty m e m b e r s to a s s e s s and 
modify the i r own p e r f o r m a n c e s 
and also m a k e s it d i f f icul t for 
depa r tmen t chairs when consider-
ing s tudent opinion for t enure or 
promotion decisions. 

Registrar David Tenney (Sid '87) 
said many a d m i n i s t r a t o r s view 
evaluations as a chance for stu-
den ts to influence academic life. 

"The evaluation p rocess is a 
w o n d e r f u l oppo r tun i ty to con-
tr ibute to evolving and improving 
instruct ion on campus , and we 
encourage s tudents to take part ," 
Tenney said. 

Jones f r e shman Mary Grace 
Hager said she was motivated to fill 

out course evaluations because she 
received multiple e-mails about the 
contes t . T h e Jones mas te r s and 
res ident associa tes also of fered to 
add cash awards for the col lege 's 
genera l fund if the college won 
the contes t . 

Baker junior Dionella Martinez, 
who did not fill out any evaluations, 
said he r college did not publicize 
the contes t as much. 

"1 r e m e m b e r we had l istserv 
e-mai ls about it, but t h e r e re-
ally w a s n ' t an o v e r w h e l m i n g 
campaign," she said. 

Tenney said one potential way 
to a d d r e s s the lack of evalua-
t ions is to withhold g rades until 
a s tudent has completed online 
eva lua t ions . He said he h o p e s 
the ult imate solution is one that 

actively encourages participation 
ra the r than forces compliance. 

Tenney also said a re tu rn to in-
class paper evaluat ions is unlikely 
because it is inefficient . "Paper 
and pen evaluat ions [make] an 
ex t rao rd ina ry impact on people 's 
t ime , " h e sa id . "It b u r i e s t h e 
Registrar 's ()f fice and takes people 
away f rom far m o r e valuable ac-
tivities. In addition, it is extremely 
w a s t e f u l to u s e t h o u s a n d s of 
pieces of paper." 

Levy said the university will 
cont inue to consider new solutions 
to the low response rate. 

"It was really just an experi-
ment ," h e said. "As we move into 
a new way of doing things, we try 
to find the most effect ive way to 
e n h a n c e part icipation." 

i 

MJCHAFI ROG/THRE 

Go ahead, make my day... 
Martel College sophomore Joyce Kuo and Martel junior Alexandra Bacalao participate in a shootout game at 
the President's Cowboy Up! study break Dec. 10. Rice students had the chance to saddle up and take a shot 
at each other Intead of at finals during this event. 

http://WWW.MILLERAQUATICS.NET
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Music to your ears 
MICHAEL ROG/THRESHER 

Music graduate student Kris Becker performs Beethoven's Fourth Piano Concerto with the Shepherd School 
Symphony Orchestra during its Dec. 8 concert at Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 
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Southwest Houston Office 

Looking for Energet ic , Outgoing individuals 

P h o n e 7 1 3 . 7 7 7 . 7 9 4 6 Fax 7 1 3 . 7 7 7 . 0 0 7 7 
f mail Customer.Service<a>MillerAquatics .net 

www.Mi l le rAquat ics .ne t 

thresher-news @ rice .edu 
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Pilot Program in Poverty Studies 
T h e s e courses introduce s tudents to di f ferent 
avenues for th ink ing about and ameliorat ing 
poverty through a varietv of lenses: including 
the history of charity, debates about inequali ty 

and social just ice, capability theorv, and 
the role of race and gender in the lived 

experience oflbeing poor. 

Challenging Academics - Spring 2007 

Women and Gender Studies 250: Political Economy of Gender 
Instructors: Shehabuddin , Strassmann 
Th i s course explores women's lives and well-being in the context 
of international and domestic politics and economic processes. 
H u m a n life requires not just market work but also non-marketed 
work such as childcare. eldercare, and provision for personal 
needs. Those who work in markets still require that these activi-
ties be taken care of, either as their own extra work or by a family 
member. H o w do policies set at global and national levels influ-
ence the day-to-day lives and capabilities of women and children? 
W h y are women disproportionately represented among the poor 
throughout the world? We will examine the implications of power 
relations within the home, within nations, and between nations, 
for women in different parts of the world and at different points 
in history. T h e course will pay particular at tention to how women, 
as individuals and in organized groups, have sought to improve 
their lives. Readings will consider policies designed to improve 
standards of living around the world and enhance gender equity 
and women's political empowerment . 

English 342: T h e Nineteenth-Century Novel 
Instructor: Michie 
A survey of the many genres of the n ineteenth-century novel, 
this course will try to come to terms with some of the ' insistent 
questions posed by and through the fiction of the period, 
including responses to poverty and class conflict and the tension 
between public and private spheres. This year we will emphasize 
the genre of the aptly named "social problem novel," wri t ten to 
alert (usually middle-class) readers to the plight of the poor and 
disadvantaged. We will also be looking at the detective novel, the 
marriage plot novel, and the sensation novel on their own terms 
and for the insight they offer into social problems. Although 
this is a three-credit course, 1 will be offer ing a one-credit trailer, 
open to all but especially designed for students with an interest 
in the study of poverty, where we will look at nonfiction sources 
dealing with various social problems and will think through their 
relation to the novel. 

History 468: Women and the Welfare State: Sexual Politics and 
American Poverty 
Instructor: Sneider 
This course on the history of women and welfare focuses our 
at tent ion on women's contributions to the growth of the welfare 
state and how welfare has been shaped by understandings of 
gender, race, and class. We begin by considering the history 
of women's benevolent associations and charity organizations 
prior to the Civil War. We then turn our at tention to post-Civil 
War women's involvement with sett lement houses, unions, and 

of 
ew 

missionary sot 
need and cntitl 

:ieties. Finally, we investigate the construction < 
tlcment through the Progressive Era and the N< 

Deal and pav particular at tention to battles over protective labor 
legislation and the institutionalization of welfare programs at the 

- -

:gisiai 
-tier a I level. 

Summer Internships 

Students who have taken one 
of these courses may apply for 
a summer internship that will 
allow them to combine course 
study and practical experience in 
the held working for a nonprofit 
organization or charity. 

For the summer of2007, we will 
offer a number of paid internships 
of approximately $3,500 each. The 
internships will offer nationwide 
placement and the selection 
process will be competitive. 

Applications will be available in 
mia-January and the selection 
process will begin in February. 

These courses in Poverty, SocialJustice, and 
Human Capabilities at Rice University offers 
a combination of academic studies and practical 
experience, focusing on fostering human 
development to alleviate poverty. Students who 
complete these courses are not only sensitive to 
the serious problem of poverty but also know 
what questions to ask so that their decisions as 
professionals and engaged citizens will impact 
favorably on impoverished communities and 
persons. 

School of 1 lumaniries 
Rice University 
MS 33 
P.O. Box 1892 
1 louston,Texas 77251-1892 

http://www.MillerAquatics.net
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THEATER 

SCENE | 
$ 

Thresher editors' 3 
recommendations for § 

arts and entertainment £ 
around Houston through F 

January 19, 2007 

Orange Lemon Egg g 
Canary Auditions | 

> 

Tonight at 7 :30 p.m. and | 

tomorrow at 2 p.m. Will Rice £ 

College will hold auditions ^ 

for its spring play, Orange 3 
J) 

Lemon Egg Canary. Four parts 3 
> 

are available. No experience 5 

required. Contact Michael §5 

Rog, rog@rice.edu or Josh ° 

Levin, josh.levin@rice.edu for | 
> more information. a 

O 
z 

FILM 

The Grapes of 
Wrath 

The film The Grapes of Wrath 

shows tonight at 7 p.m. and 

again Sunday at 7 p.m. at 

the Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston. The Grapes of Wrath 

is directed by John Ford 

earning him the Academy 

Award in 1941. Tickets cost 

$6 with a Rice ID. 

Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston 

1 0 0 1 Bissonnet St. 

www.mfah.org 

ROCK 

Pink Floyd Laser 
Spectacular 

Tomorrow Pink Floyd will be 

played the way is was always 

meant to be played: with 

lasers. Doors are at 

7 p.m. and the show starts at 

8 p.m. Tickets cost $24-$27 

at www.livenation.com 

Verizon Wireless Theater 

5 2 0 Texas Ave. 

RTV5 serves up fresh fare with new 
Top Cocktail show kicking off lineup 

by Matthew McKee 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEF 

Television sets across campus 
may have avoided the local cam-
pus station lately, but the staff of 
RTV5 has announced new reasons 
to put down the remote while Chan-
nel 5 plays. 

The staff of RTV5 is implement-
ing a new set of plans to increase 
campus awareness of the station 
and encourage more students to 
create and submit their own video 
recordings . RTV5 managers will 
also begin producing more of their 
own shows, such as the new series 
Top Cocktail, which shot its first 
episode last night. 

"The idea is just to get content 
flowing in as fast as we can," Station 
Manager Daniel Derozier said. "I'd 
rather have the problem of too much 
content than too little." 
A hard year 

In the last year, RTV5 produced 
little content of their own and re-
corded fewer than 20 campus events, 
Derozier, a Hanszen College junior, 
said. Complaints c ame in about 
the lack of new content, and group 
membership dwindled to about half 
a dozen active members . 

P r o g r a m m i n g Direc tor Bret t 
Snider said the station's cur ren t 
leadership had to recover f rom 
the loss of several seniors who 
graduated last May. This cost the 
station many members and their 
invaluable experience. Further , the 
Video On-Demand system, through 
which viewers can make program 
requests online, had many glitches 
that needed attention. 

"Last semester we spent a lot 
of the time trying to build up mo-
mentum," Snider, a Hanszen junior, 
said. "[We] spent time taking the 
reins, buying the new equipment, 
and now that that is all taken care 
of, we're at the stage where we can 
start producing a mass amount of 
new content." 

RTV5 b e g a n b r o a d c a s t i n g 
on campus in 1998, and 11 om 2001-
2003, the stat ion had a lmos t 
a dozen active member s 
and shows that aired 
weekly, Senior Tech-
n ica l A d v i s o r Wil l 
F i s c h e r sa id . 
Fischer, a Will 
Rice C o l l e g e 
sophomore, said a 
weekly show re-
qu i res at least 
six hours to com-
plete each episode. With 
more m e m b e r s , RTV5 
can have shows that ap-
pear more frequently. 

Now, the station is pushing to 
have a semblance of that former 
membership with many fresh ideas 
coming in. 

"If we want to film something, 
it r equ i r e s all of RTV showing 
up somewhere and then we're still 
undermanned," Fischer said. "Peo-
ple aren't interested because they 
don't know we're even there.... We're 
not widely known on campus. It's 
really unfortunate." 
TV 2 . 0 

To entice viewers and potential 
members , RTV5 has announced 
that anyone can borrow the station's 
new cameras to film campus events. 
Individuals or clubs can borrow 
equipment for their own needs, and 

the station will put 
the content on the 
air and on DVDs, 
f ree of charge. This 
shif ts the respon-
sibility of record-
ing from RTV5 to 
t h e s t u d e n t s and 
c l u b s , t h e s a m e 
a p p r o a c h t a k e n 
by "Web 2.0," the 
buzzword used to 

DIANA YEN/THRESHER 

RTV5 brings the college back to college television as it becomes a host space for new user-generated programming. 

descr ibe user-generated content , 
and social media. 

"When I'm looking at YouTube 
and what other uni , r -sities are do-
ing with their pro,' us, it s eems to 
be a pretty commcu shift," Fischer 
said. "People would ra ther view 
their own content than something 
we do." 

Derozier said the station will air 
absolutely anything it receives, from 
Powderpuff practices to full-scale 
productions of the Rice Players. He 
believes this will give RTV5 more 
content and c rea te an effect ive 
record of the Rice community. To 

encourage the user-
generated content, 
RTV5's increased 
visibility will al-

low it to b e c o m e 
a resource for unsure 

O students. 

/ "People put 
on e v e n t s all 
the t ime, and 
they put a lot of 

work into them," 
D e r o z i e r sa id . 

"We really want 
it to be known 
to all clubs and 

ind iv idua l s that 
we will work with them 

on absolutely anything. We are a 
resource not only for our own ends 
but for theirs and for the entire 
university. Our goal is to give people 
the opportunity to record and watch 
everything that 's going on." 

Snider said he thinks most of 
the recording made by s tudents will 
relate to the residential colleges, 
including college nights and parties, 
and he believes the risks that might 
come with those events are worth 
the benefits. 

Content generated outside RTV5 
has been encouraged but not actively 
assisted in the past because of equip-
ment worries. In order to lend out 
cameras, the station had to change 
its constitution and bylaws. 

"We trust the Rice s tudents to 
at least be responsible if [an equip-
ment issue 1 arises, so we're not 
altogether worried about that right 
now." Snider said. 

Other small college television 
stations with the manpower issues 
of RTV5 could easily turn to canned 
content made by other colleges or 
sold by other distributors. Derozier 
said he believes doing this would be 

a disservice to Rice and a slap in the 
face to RTV5's mission. 

"It's really important, I think, 
that everything that airs 011 Rice 
TV be uniquely Rice, and so that 's 
why I think that everything that 
goes on on our campus is worth 
being on the air," he said. "It's Rice 
or nothing." 
New line-up 

In addition to pursuing content 
from the broader campus community, 
RTV5 will also introduce a scheduled 
line-up, Derozier said. This will de-
emphasize Video On-Demand in favor 
of set programming. It will also allow 
the station to aggressively advertise 
its programs instead of forcing it to be 
at the mercy of online requests. 

Yesterday, RTV5 also filmed 
first episode of its original series 
Top Cocktail. Iliis new project imi-
tates shows like Top Chef and Iron 
Chef. In Top Cocktail, contestants 
and judges will be people from the 
Rice community. Each episode will 
have three judges and two contes-
tants. One mystery ingredient, re-
vealed at the beginning of the taping, 
will be used to make two drinks from 
a well-stocked bar. J u d g e s will 
evaluate the drinks using categories 

such as taste, aesthetics, preparation 
and originality. 

RTV5 staff members have high 
h o p e s for th is ser ies , and they 
plan to get the word out to the 
entire community. 

'People would 

rather watch their own 

content than 

something we do.' 
— Dan Derozier 

RTV5 Station Manager 
Hanszen junior 

"I hope it b e c o m e s the new 
c a m p u s c r a z e , " F i s c h e r sa id . 
"I hope it goes up on YouTube 
and everything." 

Derozier and Snider echoed this 
exc i tement and expressed their 
own optimism. 

"I have a feeling it will be popular," 
Derozier said. "We're actively seek-
ing contestants and judges." 

Sec RTV5, page 10 

New Daily Schedule 
7 p.m. 

to 
1 0 p.m. 

" I t 's p r ime t i m e , so you p robab ly a ren ' t 

w a t c h i n g u s " b lock 

1 0 p.m. 
to 

2 a.m. 
New Con ten t 

2 a.m. 
to 

6 a.m. 

"You're probab ly d runk , so w a t c h t h i s " 

b lock 

6 a.m. 
to 

1 0 a.m. 
"Why are you a w a k e ? " b lock 

1 0 a.m. 
to 

2 p.m. 
C a m p u s H a p p e n i n g s 

2 p.m. 
to 

7 p.m. 
Daily T h e m e Prog rams 

mailto:rog@rice.edu
mailto:josh.levin@rice.edu
http://www.mfah.org
http://www.livenation.com
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Veil's admirable acting fails to save its slow story 
wife's infidelity, the cuckold Walter d u o u s j o u r n e y to t h e d i sease - sive Walter finally displays some isolation — both linguistically anc 
accepts a job in a remote Chinese vil- riddled village. chutzpah, refusing to grant Kitty a socially. The tension created by th( 

The Painted 
by Tasha Chemplavil 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In The Painted Veil, Edward 
Norton (The Illusionist) and Naomi 
Watts (KingKong) take on their roles 
as Walter and Kitty Fane seamlessly. 
But superb acting is not enough 
to o v e r c o m e th i s d i s t r ac t ing ly 
slow story. 

BasedonW.SomersetMaugham's 
novel of the same name, The Painted 
Veil tells the story of a scientist and 
his philandering wife whose 1920s 
societal s tandards prevent them 
from divorcing. As revenge for his 

wife's infidelity, the cuckold Walter 
accepts a job in a remote Chinese vil-
lage amid a cholera epidemic — and 
forces his wife to accompany him. 

'the painted veil' 

• • • o f five 

now playing at the 
River Oaks Theatre 

T h e de t a i l s of t h e c o u p l e ' s 
c o u r t s h i p and Kit ty 's a d u l t e r y 
are revealed through flashbacks 
as the pair u n d e r t a k e s the ar-

Putting the good back 
in The Good Shepherd 

I can only think of a handful 
of things that make living my 
life truly good. One is explor-
ing and discussing the limits of 
human thought and 
action; another is at-
tempting to unravel 
and give order to the 
mysteries of the world 
around me. Recently, 
I found a film that 
demanded both these 
things from its view-
ers. So I was shocked 
when the very same 
film appeared to be 
a disappointment, not 
a celebrated success, in the eyes 
of the American viewing public. 

The Good Shepherd, director 
Robert I)e Niro's pet project for 
the last decade or so, is supposed 
to tell a fictionalized story about 
the birth of the CIA and Ameri-
can intelligence-gathering. And 
it does. But under that story is a 
double-agent web of ethical dilem-
mas that hold the fates of nations 
in the balance, questions about 
the psychological boundaries of 
our understanding of human ac-
tion, and tests of trust and familial 
love in the face of war, politics and 
death. It is complex. It is moving. 
It is beautiful and sometimes mor-
tifying. And it reminds me of one 
more thing that makes life worth 
living: Really good art. 

T h e film is mainly about 
puzzles, from the life-and-death 
game of Clue that comprised the 
CIA's early days to the puzzling 
psychology of the protagonist, 
Edward Wilson (Good Will Hunt-
ing's Matt Damon). I thought De 
Niro and screenwriter Eric Roth 
collaborated with great success 
to maintain an intel lectual ly 
engaging level of suspense and 
complexity throughout the film, 
and Damon pulls off inner torture 
with almost no expression in a 
performance that makes Han-
nibal Lecter look like a simple 
case of a Freudian slip. 

So the puzzle to me is why 
The Good Shepherd has been all 
but written off by both critics and 
box offices—its grosses are trail-
ing Charlotte's Web by more than 
$10 million, for crying out loud, 
and Robert Wilonsky's review in 
The Village Voice called Wilson 
empty and barely human. How 
can I find so much where the 
American public and renowned 
critics see so little? 

The answer may simply be that 
I like puzzles more than the aver-
age moviegoer. But I can hardly 
believe that's the case, what with 
the Sudoku craze of recent years. 
It is more likely that the puzzles 
in The Good Shepherd are ones 
many viewers simply were not 
looking for. I was too wrapped up 
in the ethical, psychological and 
epistemological quest ions the 
movie raised to notice the prob-
lems Variety.com did, namely "that 
the director never finds a proper 
rhytlun to allow the viewer to 
settle comfortably into what turns 
out to be a very long voyage." I was 

Julia 
Bursten 

thinking deeply about the film as 
it was happening — not after the 
house lights came up. 

The increasing popularity of 
film studies courses 
a c r o s s the c o u n t r y 
suggests that there is 
a growing population 
of viewers who like 
to think deeply about 
movies. So it would 
seem gratifying to let 
such thought occur 
during a movie itself. 
As Wi l son fo l lows 
the dry cleaning tag 
left in a forgotten hat 

to a set of incriminating, top-
secret files, viewers should and 
do have time to consider the 
implications of mankind being 
able to carefully arrange such 
apparent coincidences. 

It made me wonder, at least, 
about the possibility that no 
such thing as coincidence ex-
ists. It that were the case, every 
strange event in our lives is part 
of a meaningful puzzle, and it is 
up to us to track down what mes-
sages we're being sent — that's 
Edward Wilson's job. It is the 
job of scholars in many religions 
and it is the job of theoretical 
physicists. It appears that most 
thinking people make a habit of 
putting order to seeming chaos, 
and The Good Shepherd provided 
just one illustration the power of 
that practice to the development 
of the modern United States. 

'Hie movie was slower than 
Casino Royale, sure, but it was 
beautifully dense and paced to . 
let viewers process the dilemmas 
Wilson faced at every turn. And 
yes, Edward's wife could have 
been any actress with a pretty 
smile and a sense of pride—using 
Angelina Jolie in the part was a 
throwaway, to be sure. But even 
her quick feint of copulation and 
conception raised interest ing 
moral and ethical ques t ions : 
Should Wilson stay with the 
deaf girl he loves or marry the 
girl he does not really know but 
got pregnant? Was it wrong of 
him to have slept with her in the 
first place? Because Wilson is so 
stoic and mistrustful of the world 
around him, The Good Shepherd 
leaves it up to the viewer, not 
the character, to begin and end 
these debates. 

Iliere's a definite trend start-
ed toward producing movies for 
thinking people. Such films often 
raise more questions than they 
answer and challenge viewers 
with complex charac ters and 
difficult, often just plain weird, 
situations. The Good Shepherd 
simply moved that trend out of 
the camp of directors like Wes 
Anderson and films like I Heart 
Huckabees, and into Hollywood. 
And, when I think about it, I 
couldn't be more grateful. 

Julia Bursten is a Lovett 
College junior and senior editor. 
This one's for professors Kulstad 
and Slier. 

d u o u s j o u r n e y to t h e d i s e a s e 
riddled village. 

Succumbing to h e r m o t h e r ' s 
pressure to settle down, the progres-
sively feminist Kitty married Walter, 
a socially awkward gove rnmen t 
scientist. Walter's job as an infectious 
bacteriologist takes Kitty and him 
out of London and into Shanghai. 
Here Kitty meets Charlie Town send 
(played by Watts' real-life beau, The 
Omen's Liev Schreiber) and the two 
embark on their illicit affair. 

When he discovers his wife's 
philandering, the normally submis-

sive Walter finally displays some 
chutzpah, refusing to grant Kitty a 
divorce and thus admit any wrongdo-
ing. Instead, he informs Kitty of his 
plans to enter the choleric commu-
nity. Once Kitty realizes her beloved 
Charlie has no plans to leave his wife 
for her, she reluctantly agrees to go 
with her husband. 

T h e once cloyingly eager-to-
please Walter now ignores Kitty, 
finding perusing paperwork pref-
erable to her dinner conversation. 
Formerly outgoing and personable, 
Kitty finds herself in a state of utter 

isolation — both linguistically and 
socially. The tension created by the 
couple's mutual disregard for one 
another is palpable. 

As Walter and Kitty become 
accustomed to their lives in rural 
China, the audience gets acquainted 
with t he i r pe r sona l i t i e s . T h e i r 
f o r m e r l y d i s p a r a t e c h a r a c t e r s 
p rove to be m o r e similar than 
they thought. 

Kitty's boredom due to social 
isolation causes her to seek activ-
ity outside of the couple's humble 

See VEIL, page 10 

COURTESY WARNER INDEPENDENT PICTURES 

Walter Fane (Edward Norton) braves a Chinese cholera epidemic in The Painted Veil. 

Miss Potter's tale not just for kids anymore 
by Jackie Ammons 
THRESHER STAFF 

C h a r m and h i s to ry p e r f o r m 
a majestic duet in Miss Potter, a 
portrait of the life of early 20th-cen-
tury children's author and illustrator 
Beatrix Potter. Hie star-studded cast, 
magnificent c inematography and 
endearing, true-to-life plotline are 
the catalysts for learning, laughing 
and even crying. 

'miss potter' 

• • • • of five 

P'ay'ng at the 
igelika Film Center 

Set in turn-of-the-century Eng-
land, M/ss Potter tells the true story of 
the renowned Potter, who defies the 
period's social norms for women and 
becomes a successful writer. The film 
starts with Potter (Cinderella Man's 
Renee Zellweger) attempting to sell 
her book, llie Tale of Peter Rabbit, 
to London publishers. Despite their 
doubt that the book will be much of 
a success, the publishers hand over 
the managing of the book to their 
younger brother, Norman Warne 
(The Island's Ewan McGregor) . 
Potter's book becomes an almost 
overnight success, astounding her-
self and her family. 

Miss Potter tells 
an entertaining 
tale without 
muddling the 
T R U E STORY 
and still captures 
the essence of 
the author and 
her work. 

Filmed on location in London, 
Scotland and England's I a k e I )istrict, 
Miss Potteris a cinematographic bless-
ing to the audience. The crowded, 
busy s treets of London contrast 
with the calm of the beautiful h ike 
District, and the juxtaposition mir-
rors Potter's mood in each place. 

The uniquely animated illustrations 
of Potter's drawings of Peter Rabbit, 
Jemima Puddle-Duck and Mr. Jeremy 
Fisher further enhance the movie's 
visual appeal. 

However, the cast is the real 
jewel of Miss Potter. Zel lweger 
plays an authentic Potter. With no 
makeup , somewha t b e d r a g g l e d 
hair and an energizing yet ladylike 
spirit, she entrances the audience. 
She manages to evoke grief-stricken 
hopelessness while still remaining 
passionate. McGregor ' s take on 
Potter's clumsy-yet-cute admirer and 
publishing manager is enjoyable to 
watch. For an independent film, the 
prestigious names in the cast are quite 
impressive and speak to the merits of 
Miss Potter. 

The movie stays surprisingly true 
to Potter's life. She did publish her 
first work. The Tale of Peter Rabbit, 

while she was in her 30s and was 
romantically involved with her pul> 
lisher. The film also shows how Potter 
made groundbreaking social moves 
for women — she was independent^ 
wealthy, eventually acquired 4,000 
acres of land and then donated the 
land to what is now the l a k e District 
National Park. 

'Hie only flaws in Miss Potter are 
a couple of momentary, awkward 
pauses in dialogue and the slow pace 
of the plot. However, the slow pace 
can be forgiven since it is reflective 
of the time period and of Potter's 
privileged life. 

The film is a unique biopic. Miss 
Potter tells an entertaining tale with-
out muddling the true story and still 
captures the essence of the author 
and her work. The endearing tale and 
trustworthy cast make Miss Potter a 
truly great story. 
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thanks to our more efficient setup 

Tea & Coffee Dorm Packs 
brew your drink of choice 

in the comfort of your own home 

Winter Drink Specials 
delicious discounts on seasonal favorites 
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QROWTHQ? IS THAT UKE 
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Uninspired casting confuses, not amuses in Night at the Museum 
by Jackie Amnions 
THRESHER STAFF 

Night at the Museum should be 
renamed Nightmare at the Museum. 
What could have been an all-star, 
high-quality movie is reduced to a 
chaotic mess of miscast actors, a 
rushed plotline and a sorry excuse 
for comedy. 

, | | 'night at the museum' 
• 1/2 of five 

playing at Edwards 
and AMC theaters 

Larry Daley (Madagascar's Ben 
Stiller), a career-hopping father, is 
out to prove his worth to his son. 
He decides to do so by becoming 
the night watchman at New York's 
Museum of Natural History and 
replacing three elderly security 

guards played by Dick Van Dyke 
(Curious George), Mickey Rooney 
(The Thirsting) and Bill Cobbs (The 
Ultimate Gift). However, once he 
takes on the position, Daley discov-
ers that the museum characters, in-
cluding a wax-filled Teddy Roosevelt 
(Man of the Year's Robin Williams), 
a cantankerous cowboy (You, Me 
and Dupree's Owen Wilson) and 
an arrogant Roman soldier (Marie 
Antoinette's Steve Coogan), come 
alive once the sun goes down. 
Daley's goal of proving his worth 
to his son becomes even harder 
as he endeavors to tame the wild 
museum characters. 

Night at the Museum's first false 
move is employing talented actors 
and placing them in roles that are 
completely unsuited for them. 
Casting Van Dyke as a bad guy 
was director Shawn Levy's great-

est mistake. A man known as the 
loveable klutz in The Dick Van Dyke 
Show in the 1950s and then as the 
cheery chimney sweep in 1964's 
Mary Poppins only confuses the audi-
ence as the grinning double-crosser 
in Night at the Museum. Similarly, 
Rooney, the boy-next-door of the 
1940s, just doesn't add up as an iron-
knuckle man. 

Stiller and Wilson play their parts 
convincingly. However, Stiller's 
stock character could be played 
by a number of equally talented 
comedians in Hollywood: He fails to 
add anything special to the part of 
the protagonist. 

The movie's plot allows for no 
pauses. It constantly pushes the 
story forward, from the dinosaur 
skeleton trashing the hallways of 
the Museum to a stagecoach chase 
through Central Park. Its constant, 

Baker Institute 2007 Summer in PC Intern Program 

The James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy is seek-
ing applicants for its 2007 Jesse Jones Leadership Center 
Summer in Washington DC Policy Research Internship 
Program. The program will provide stipends sufficient to 
support a select group of Rice undergraduates conducting 
policy-making research at government agencies, private 
think tanks, and NGOs in DC in summer 2007. Those ac-
cepted must be currently enrolled as full-time undergradu-

ates through fall 2007. Those selected will attend a seminar on public policy and global 
affairs coterminous w ith their internships in DC, w rite a research report for publication 
and presentation before Rice faculty and researchers at the beginning of fall semester 
2007, and also organize a public policy education activity for academic year 2007/2008. 
Applicants are individually responsible for selecting and establishing internships and 
residency in DC. Interested students should send the following materials by January 29 
to Dr. Steven Lewis, Washington Internship Committee, Baker Institute, MS-40: 

1. A letter of application with your campus and home addresses, tele-
phone numbers and e-mail addresses; 

2. A short essay of no more than 600 words describing your career 
goals, your internship plans (including the organizations to which 
you have applied or intend to apply), and how these tie in with the 
mission and policy research programs of the Baker Institute; 

3. A resume; 

4. An official, sealed transcript; 

5. One letter of recommendation, preferably from a Rice faculty 
member or researcher, who can discuss your ability to conduct 
policy research. 

Questions should be addressed to swlewisfa rice.edu. 

no-win situation frustrates the audi-
ence until the resolution, a strategy 
reminiscent of Jumanji or Zathura: 
A Space Adventure. 

Casting Van 
Dyke as a bad 
guy was direc-
tor Shawn Levy's 
GREATEST 
MISTAKE. 

The humor of Night at the Mu-
seum is forced. The lowbrow laughs 
garnered from Dexter the monkey 
urinating on Iar ry and the Nean-
derthals thinking fire-extinguishing 
fcam tastes like whipped cream are 
hardly enough to make this film a 

RTV5 
From page 8 

RTV5 staff members have also 
begun filming the Rice Interview 
Series. This series will bring cam-
pus celebrities into the spotlight 
and featuring student interviewers. 
Wiess College sophomore Sabrina 
Tour conducted the first interview 
with President David Leebron's wife, 
Y. Ping Sun. 

The station also hopes to revive 
the Indie Rock Show, a series high-
lighting music videos and music 
trends. Sports Tour with Sabrina, 
a series that follows Rice athletics, 
will also continue. 

Derozier said he sees these plans 

VEIL 
From page 9 

abode. She decides to volunteer at 
the local Catholic orphanage run 
by French nuns. Her volunteering 
duties allow her to see her husband 
in action, and she realizes that 
under his boring facade lies a kind-
hearted man. 

At the same time, Kitty's volun-
teering shows Walter that she is not 
the spoiled, impossible-to-please 
woman he thought she was. 

Threatening situations spurred 
by political unrest and cholera 
scares show Walter and Kitty that 
they love each other despite their 
roller-coaster history. 

While Norton and Watts' acting 
skills shine in The Painted Veil, a 
less predictable outcome would 
have been a better vehicle for 
their talents. The pair succeeds in 
making the characters' transitions 
from boring sycophant to loving 
husband and from spoiled brat to 
kindhearted wife believable. The 
metamorphosis from easy-to-hate 
to easy-to-love is difficult to achieve 
convincingly, but Norton and Watts 
pull it off famously. 

Unfortunately, subplots interfere 
with the transitions, lengthening 
the story and failing to hold the 
audience's attention. fnfamous'Tohy 

true comedy. 
However, some credit must be 

given to Night at the Museum. For 
those boys and girls who pretend 
their toys come to life or to the tired 
businessman or woman who fanta-
sizes about a more exciting job, this 
movie may be a dream come true. 
And for those who like the star-stud-
ded cast, one of the best moments 
of the film is when Rooney, Van 
Dyke and Cobbs perform a dance 
number reminiscent of their days 
as young actors. 

Night at the Museum tastefully 
intertwines action and suspense 
without involving blood and gore, 
allowing the audience an enjoyable 
action experience combined with 
an appreciation for national history. 
Unfortunately, the entertaining his-
tory lesson doesn't make up for the 
sporadic comedy. 

as a first phase for the growth RTV5. 
Snider agreed. 

The people behind the RTV5 
cameras will hold a premiere party for 
the new lineup Jan. 19 in the Hanszen 
Lower Commons. Staff members will 
be giving away RTV5 merchandise to 
celebrate the station's comeback. The 
station's new programming will begin 
airing at 5 p.m. Jan. 19. 

As students tune into Channel 5 
more often, more content will flow 
in and more broadcast enthusiasts 
will stick with the club. 

"Honestly ... the sky's the limit," 
Derozier said. 

Jones' portrayal of the straightfor-
ward Waddington is admirable, 
but the excess time spent on devel-
oping his character is unnecessary 
and distracting. 

The rarely-utilized 1920s rural 
Chinese village setting is unique 
and allows for unusual situations 
as well as eye-catching panoramas. 
But once the novelty of the setting 
wears off, much of the story be-
comes predictable. 

The conclusion of the film is al-
most perfect—with a beautiful part-
ing shot of a boat sailing away from 
the village on a picturesque river that 
gradually becomes occluded with 
fog. But an additional scene after 
this visual masterpiece dampens 
the poignancy of the river scene 
and takes away from the audience's 
feeling of resolution. What could 
have been an artistic denouement 
becomes a last-ditch effort to tie up 
long-forgotten loose ends. 

The Painted Veil illuminates a new 
historical backdrop for filmmakers 
and the acting talents of Norton 
and Watts go far in making the film 
worthwhile, but the effort it takes to 
get to the film's predictable ending 
makes the viewer contemplate the 
swift release of cholera. 
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Owls halt five-game losing skid with 61-52 win at Tulane 
by Justin Hudson 

THRESHER STMT 

Coming off a 61-52 road upset of Tulane 
University, the women's basketball team hopes 
to get on a roll at East Carolina University 
Sunday at 1 p.m. Last night, Rice (8-8, 1-2 
Conference USA) hosted Marshall University, 
a team that had won four of its last six coming 
into the game. 

Though the team has won three of its last 
four games, East Carolina (7-9, 2-1) has been 
horribly inconsistent all year. 'Hie Pirates 
knocked off Marshall, one of the top teams 
in C-USA, by 22 points Jan. 2 but lost to the 
University of Detroit Mercy and barely held 
off North Dakota State University at home. 
Guard Jasmine Young, C-USA's 2005-2006 co-
freshman of the year, and center Cherie Mills 
lead the Pirates' offensive attack. 

WiththeC-USAseasonnowunderway.theOwls, 
preseason favorites to win the conference, must 
get into arhythm with a shorthanded roster. Iliree 
players—sophomore guards Whitney McCauley 
and Catherine Flores as well as sophomore for-
ward Emery Car te r - suffered ACL tears and are 
likely out for die season, possibly longer. Senior 
forward Lauren Neaves, Wee's leading scorer and 
rebounder, went down widi a hip injury in an 83-54 
blowout loss to Kansas State University Dec. 29 
and will be out until at least next week. 

Senior guard Krystal Frazier, herself a 
victim of a season-ending Achilles' tendon 
injury last season, said the recent rash of 
injuries is disappointing but has not broken 
the team's resolve. 

"It's really hard seeing your teammates go 
down for different injuries," Frazier said. "But, 
on the good side of things, we also know that 
we're still a team regardless of if they fell or not 
and they still contribute to this team regardless 
if it's not even on the court." 

T h e injuries , coupled with a difficult 

schedule and some inconsistent play, were all 
key factors in what turned out to be a winter 
break to forget for the Owls. Rice lost five 
straight g a m e s to start the break. Of those 
five, only one — a 91-86 over t ime loss at the 
University of Houston Jan. 2 — was decided 
by single digits. 

The recen t stretch of play s tar ted out well 
enough for the Owls. Rice cruised to the 
Gene Hackerman Invitational championship 
before finals break, beat ing Alcorn State 
72-51 and then moving on to defeat Idaho 
State 88-69. Rice took control of both games 
early, allowing Williams to make extensive 
use of his bench. After the layoff, the Owls 
traveled to Ruston, La. on Dec. 21 to meet 
with old rival LouisianaTech University. Dur-
ing their final year in the Western Athletic 
Conference , the Owls chal lenged the Lady 
Techs t e r s for confe rence dominance. Rice 
knocked Ixiuisiana Tech out of the WAC 
tournament in 2005 en route to its most re-
cent conference title. Even though Louisiana 
Tech has recently s t ruggled, the Owls were 
unable to get their first win at Ruston, losing 
to the Lady Techs t e r s 86-58. Five Louisiana 
Tech players scored in double digits, while 
the Owls shot 36 percent f rom the field and 
17 percent from the th ree point line. Rice 
also had 24 turnovers . 

A week later, things went from bad to worse 
for the Owls. In Miami for the Florida Inter-
national University Sun and Fun Classic, the 
Owls fell to Kansas State and George Mason 
University. Against the Wildcats, Neaves broke 
Goya Quails' (Brown '82) school rebounding 
record despite clearly being hampered by her 
hip injury. In only 16 minutes of action, Neaves 
g rabbed th ree r ebounds and two points. 
Then, with Neaves on the bench, the Wildcats 
outscored the Owls 49-27 in the second half 
to run away with the game. While the Owls 
again struggled shooting, Kansas State could 
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Junior guard Kadie Riverin, the Owls' third-leading scorer this year, also leads the team in assists 
and free throw percentage. Battling a slew of injuries, Rice hopes to stay afloat in C-USA on the 
road against East Carolina Sunday at 1 p.m. 

not miss. The Owls were held to 31 percent 
shooting from the field and 29 percent shooting 
from behind the arc. Even free-throw shooting 
was difficult for the Owls, who were an abysmal 
9-19 from the free-throw line. Kansas State, 
on the other hand, shot 62 percent from the 

three point line, including hitting 10 out of 16 
attempts in the second half. 

Hie Owls could not rebound in the conso-
lation game Dec. 30 against George Mason, 
falling 68-58 to the Patriots. Carter and junior 

See TULANE. page 14 

Bowl experience thwarts 
Owls, caps memorable year 

by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In its first bowl game since 
the Kennedy adminis t ra t ion , 
the football team lost to Troy 
University 41-17 in the R+L Car-
riers New Orleans Bowl Dec. 
22. Troy quarterback and game 
MYP Omar Haugabook put up 
309 yards of total offense and ac-
counted for five touchdowns, four 
through the air and one on the 
ground. Hie Trojans (8-5), who 
averaged 22.8 points per game 
during the regular season, took 
a 21-7 lead in the first quar ter and 
never looked back. 

Sophomore receiver Jaret t 
Dillard extended his touchdown 
catch streak to 15 games in a row 
thanks to a one-yard score late in 
the fourth quarter, well after the 
game had been decided. Dillard 
nowtrailsonly former University of 
Pittsburgh receiver L u r y Fitzger-
ald on the all-time list. Fitzgerald, 
now an NFL receiver for the Ari-
zona Cardinals, caught touchdown 
passes in 18 straight games during 
his 2(X)2 and 2(X)3 seasons. I)illard 
led all receivers in the game with 
nine catches for 71 yards. 

Against Troy, the Owls (7-
6) were plagued by turnovers. 
Senior quar te rback Joel Ann-
strong's five interceptions over-
shadowed his 305-yard passing 
performance. One of those in-
terceptionscame on Armstrong's 
second pass of the game, as Troy 
linebacker Boris Lee advanced to 
the Rice one-yard line to set up 

the Trojans' second touchdown 
of the game. 

Not turning the ball over had 
been ins t rumental in the Owls' 
s u c c e s s d u r i n g t h e s e a s o n . 
Rice's plus-12 tu rnove r rat io 
heading into the game was good 
for seventh in the nation, but 
with Troy playing nearly flaw-
less football offensively — the 
T r o j a n s c o m m i t t e d jus t one 
turnover — the interceptions 
were too much to overcome. 
"We had too many turnovers, and 
we didn't move the ball," Dillard 
said. "Every time we got some-
thing started, we'd do something 
to stop it." 

T roy also benef i t ed f rom 
excellent starting field position. 
On average, the Trojans started 
from their own 46, while the ()wls 
started from their own 20. Rice 
won the time of possession battle, 
sustaining three drives of 10 or 
more plays while Troy had only 
one such drive. ()n the other hand, 
the Trojans' quick-strike ability 
more than made up for any lack of 
time-consuming possessions. 

The ()wls were missing some 
key players in the game , as 
sophomore quarterback Chase 
Clement dressed but did not play 
because of an injured collarbone. 
Also, separate infractions caused 
sophomore cornerbackJa 'Corey 
Shepherd's suspension and fresh-
man tight end Chance Talbert 's 
dismissal from the team. The 
natures of their infractions were 
not disclosed. While missing the 

Sec BOWL page 12 

Men's basketball wins conference opener 
by Chris Pasich 

THRESHER STAFF 

T h e m e n ' s b a s k e t b a l l t e am 
opened up its Con fe r ence USA 
schedu le with a 75-70 over t ime 
comeback win at home over Tulane 
University Wednesday night. Rice 
(7-7, 1-0 C-USA) faced a 10 point 
deficit in the second half, but man-
aged to overcome a 4-17 shoot ing 
night from senior guard Morr i s 
Almond to force over t ime. 

The Owls were down by eight 
points at halftime, but, playing with 
Almond on the bench for most of the 
second half due to his cold shooting, 
they showed the energy and intensity 
that had been lacking during their 
previous games. Freshman forward 
Charles Belton and junior forward 
Patrick Britton each saw big minutes 
off the bench and responded by 
diving for loose balls and lighting 
for rebounds throughout their time 
on the court. 

"We made a c o m m i t m e n t to 
everybody playing hard," sopho-
more guard Rodney Fos ter said. 
"If you 're not going to play hard, 
you ' re not going to see any playing 
time. Wewere jus t making sure that 
everybody had confidence. We just 
wanted to make su re that it was a 
team ef for t today, and I think we 
did that for the most part ." 

S e n i o r g u a r d L o r e n z o Wil-
liams had his best out ing on the 
season with 15 points, showing 
the s lashing and driving ability 
that was miss ing from his game 
earl ier in the year. Senior cen te r 
Greg Killings also had a very solid 
pe r fo rmance in the post, especially 
in the second half, as he grabbed 
13 r ebounds in 32 minutes of play 
before fouling out in over t ime. 

Foster and sophomore guard 
C o r y P f l i e g e r b o t h h a d sol id 

nights off the bench, with Foster 
aggravating the Green Wave on 
the defensive end of the court and 
Pflieger hitting th ree of five three-
pointers, including a three-pointer 
to give the Owls the lead for good 
in overt ime. Their intensity and 
hustle, however, was what really 
helped turn the game around for 
the Owls. 

"It was really a collective effort ," 
head coach Willis Wilson (Will 
Rice '82) said. "But it really boils 
down to five guys going after the 
ball, making that extra ef for t that 
we've been coming up shor t with 
in previous outings." 

Rice was aided throughout the 
night by a poor night from Tulane 
(7-6, 0-1 C-USA) at the free-throw 
line. The Green Wave managed to hit 
only lOof 25 free throws on the night, 
including a mere 1-7 performance in 
overtime. That poor foul shooting 
helped to counteract a 31 percent 
shooting night for the Owls. 

In spite of his poor shoot ing 

night and in spite of playing just 
over eight minutes in the second 
half, Almond led the team with 
17 points. Rice moved to 7-7 this 
season with the victory and moved 
to 5-3 at Autry Court . 

Rice goes on the road to face East 
Carolina Saturday before return-
ing home to face the University of 
Houston on Wednesday night. The 
game begins at 7:05 p.m. and will 
be televised on CSTV, the second 
of four televised games for the Owls 
on the season. 

Hie Owls wrapped up their pre-
conference schedule with a 51-28 
loss at Princeton Saturday. They 
went 6-7 against their non-conference 
opponents, including an 0-2 record 
in two road games. 

Almond lived up to his multiple 
preseason accolades over the first 
half of Rice's season. He leads the 
nation in scoring, averaging 29.7 
points per game in those contests. 
The remainder of the team, however. 

See C-USA, page 13 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Wednesday, January 17 
• Men's Basketball vs. University of Houston 
7:05 p.m. — Autry Court 
Owls have won four of their last five games against the Cougars 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

The men's basketball team will head to Greenville. N.C., to face 

East Carolina in its Conference USA road opener tomorrow at 

6:05 p.m. This may not be good for the Owls, since they're 4-10 in 

conference road openers under Willis Wilson. However, Rice has 

won two of its last three road openers, so perhaps things will start 

turning around as the team looks for momentum in C-USA play. 
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three players hurt the Owls, Dillard 
said he did not feel their absence was 
the difference maker. 

"It hurt us from the standpoint 
that we didn't have two players on 
the field, but the players that stepped 
in their place played to the best of 
their ability," he said. "Although 
[Shepherd] and Talbert weren't 
there, we were lacking in other areas 
of the field as well." 

A bright spot for the Owls was 
the play of senior receiver Mike 
Falco, who caught six passes for 49 
yards and a touchdown in his last 
collegiate game. Falco has always 
demonstrated big play ability, but his 
career has been greatly hampered 
by injuries. Dillard said the team will 
also miss his presence in the locker 
room heading into the offseason. 

"He had a good game, and we're 
really going to miss him next year," 
Dillard said. "I guess you could say 
he was the comedian of the receivers, 
but he also had a lot of technique we 
could all learn from." 

Troy's athletic defense gave the 
Owl offense fits, completely shut-
ting down the Rice rushing attack 
and sacking Armstrong five times. 
The Owls averaged only 1.9 yards 
per carry, their worst showing since 
averaging minus-0.6 yards per carry 
in a 55-7 loss to the University of 
Texas Sept. 16. 

"They stopped the run, and once 
you're able to stop the run, the pass 
hurts," Dillard said. "The run sets up 
the pass, but we couldn't get anything 
set up with the run." 

While obviously frustrated with 
the loss, the Owls were optimistic 
about how the game would shape the 
future of the program. Expectations 
have been raised for the future after 
the team notched its first winning 
season in five years. 
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Senior quarterback Joel Armstrong evades Troy defenders on a scramble during 
Rice's 41-17 loss in the R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl. Armstrong finished with 
305 yards, 1 touchdown and 5 interceptions in the defeat. 

Top 10 Rice Experiences 
# 5 Riding the rail on a date without the third wheel AKA 

your roommate/chauffeur* 

Passport to Hous ton helps you dream 

up magical evenings in downtown 

Hous ton . W i t h your Metro Rail pass 

and Rice student discounts, there's no 

need to wonder how you'll get there or 

how you'll afford a night on the town. 

W h e n President Leebron suggested 

launching the Passport to Hous ton , the 

Rice Annual Fund for Student Life 

and Learning supported the program 

financially. The Passport provides 

students a unique way to experience all that Hous ton has to offer and 

expands learning beyond the classroom. Funding good ideas like the 

Passport to Hous ton is just one of the many ways the Rice Annual 

Fund makes your Rice experience more urbane and, on occasion, 

more romantic. 

W W W . G I V 1 N G . R I C E . E D U / G I V I N G / A N N U A I . A S P 

Get paid to enhance the quality of your 
Rice experience! The Rice Annual Fund 
for Student Life and Learning is looking 

for Student Telefund Ambassadors. 

Starting pay $9/hr, evening hours, and a 

great resume builder! 

Email liju.mathew@rice.edu. 

Powered by: 

RICE 
A N N U A L 
FUND 

For Student Life and Learning 

Dylan Farmer 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Football's integrity even 
outshines season's success 

Raise your hand if you went to New Orleans for the bowl game. 
Well, actually, don't raise your hand — people around you might 
stare. Maybe you should just reminisce privately, instead. Anyway, 
I was there. I roamed the French Quarter with my grandparents, I 
ate dinner with my friends, and then I walked into the Superdome to 
watch the Rice Owls take on the underdog Trojans of Troy. 

Despite the hopeful cardboard signs 
reminding us of his tory—"T roy loses, read 
Homer!" Rice ultimately lost, and it wasn't 
pretty. But although 1 might prefer the 
memory of my fried shrimp from the Bon 
Ton Cafe to the memory of the scoreboard 
at the end of the game, the point is: We were 
there. I had a reason to be in New Orleans. 
Rice had a reason to be in New Orleans. After 
45 years, we made it to a bowl. 

For most of us, the game against Troy 
was the culmination of a run we thought 
we'd find only in our dreams. This time 

last year, our abysmal season was a fading memory in my head, 
and it was not one I was sad to lose. We finished 1-10, with fewer 
wins than even the hapless Texans, and any hopes for a winning 
future seemed dimmer than the overhead light in my dorm room. 
But then things began to change. Head coach Todd Graham filled 
Ken Hatfield's position in January, and Chris Del Conte replaced 
Bobby May (Will Rice '65) as Athletics Director two months later. 
The season started well before September, and led by sophomore 
Jarett Dillard's 20 touchdown catches, this year's team rebounded 
to win six of its last seven games and secure its place in Rice 
football lore. 

But this column isn't about that stuff. Don't get me wrung — I'm 
elated for our program and its future, but we already know that tale, 
and I'm not going to spend these column inches rehashing it. Instead, 
I want to talk about what happened outside the hedges, because 
while we were here celebrating the unlikely Rice renaissance, events 
decidedly less laudable were occurring elsewhere. 

May 15 — Austin, Tex. While Rice enjoyed a brief lull before 
preseason workouts, Bell County police had a slightly busier time 
arresting University of Texas running back Ramonce Taylor for 
possession of marijuana. At first glance, this looked like a nor-
mal, run-of-the-mill situation for a Longhorn player. I mean, it's 
Austin — who doesn' t smoke a little pot now and then? However, 
the behind-the-scenes details make this story extraordinary. The 
setting: a pecan farm. The prequel: a fight involving more than 100 
people (I think fewer combatants fought at Fort Sumter to start the 
Civil War). The comic relief: Taylor called the cops himself after 
someone broke his car window, forgetting to remove from his back 
seat the backpack containing roughly live pounds of weed. Sure, 
five pounds is far less than the 213 confiscated from former Dallas 
Cowboy Nate Newton, but it's still more than any one person could 
hope to smoke before mid-life. I guess I'm not surprised Taylor 
had already been released from UT's spring practices after failing 
to meet academic requirements. 

Aug. 3 — Norman, Okla. More than a month before Dillard 
caught his first touchdown of the 2006 season. University of Okla-
homa starting quarterback Rhett Bomar decided he was a little 
strapped for cash. Like any normal college student, he took a job 
at Big Red Sports and Imports, a local car dealership, scheduled 
for live hours a week. Unlike any normal college student, however, 
he was overpaid for it — by $18,000 dollars, according to ESPN, 
although this figure is more than likely exaggerated. After the 
NCAA investigated the allegations, Bomar was dismissed from the 
team and subsequently enrolled at Sam Houston State. 

Oct 23 — Greeley, Col. Just after Quinton Smith stole the show 
at Central Florida with 183 yards and three touchdowns, Northern 
Colorado backup punter Mitchell Cozad wasarrested and charged with 
attempted murder. His crime? Stabbing starting punter Rafael Mendoza 
in his kicking leg. Apparently Cozad wanted Mendoza's job — and 
who wouldn't, considering Northern Colorado leads the country in 
producing NFL kickers? I mean, wait. No it doesn't. Anyway, this case 
prompted legions of comparisons to the Tonya Harding/Nancy Ker-
rigan scandal from the 1994 Olympics. Doesn't Cozad read? Harding 
didn't get away with her ridiculous plot, either. 

There are other examples, too, ranging from outrageous to 
oddly stupid. The Miami/Florida International brawl left 31 play-
ers suspended — the longest sentence for any Miami player was 
a laughable one game — and made Marcus Vick's leg stomp look 
like a childish pat on the head. Two Louisville players were ar-
rested for a "drive-by paintballing" of crowds at a local haunted 
house. Putnam County police arrested a University of Tennessee 
freshman after he waved a gun at an off-duty sheriff. The gun 
turned out to be fake, but still, not the greatest idea to wave 
it at a policeman. 

The congratulations have been pouring in for our win-loss 
record and our bowl appearance, but what I want to do now is 
congratulate Rice on upholding our athletic pride. I don't enter the 
season anxious over whether or not our starting quarterback will 
get arrested during preseason. I don't expect our running backs 
to get arrested with a carload of weed. And I certainly don't think 
about how our backup punter might be waiting to knife his starting 
counterpart . These kind of fears may sit in the back of fans' minds 
at Oklahoma, or Texas or at wild-and-crazy Northern Colorado, 
but they have no tangible consequences here. 

Thank you, Todd Graham, your staff and your players for holding 
our football program to an excellent measure of self-accountability. 
You may not be the most accomplished or famous football program, 
and it may take a few years to get that bowl win, but at least you 
play the game like you're supposed to. Keep it going, and keep 
your integrity, and you will continue to make Rice proud. 

Dylan Farmer is a Hanszen College sophomore and sports co-editor. 

http://WWW.GIV1NG.RICE.EDU/GIVING/ANNUAI.ASP
mailto:liju.mathew@rice.edu
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C-USA 
From page 11 

does not have a single player averag-
ing in double figures. 

F reshman guard Chris Hagan 
said the rest of the team needs to 
step up its play to lessen the pressure 
on Almond. 

"Sometimes you get in the habit of 
leaning on Morris," sophomore center 
Matt Hagan said. "We've got to be more 
aggressive as a team, because when 
we're more aggressive [opponents] 
have to respect us, and it allows Morris 
to get even more open looks." 

While senior point guard Lorenzo 
Williams was recovering from an injury, 
Chris Hagan emerged as one of die 
more pleasant surprises on the Owls' 
roster. He started all but one game and 
led Rice in both steals and assists against 
non-conference opponents. Among his 
more impressive performances were 
a 17-point effort in an 82-65 victory 
over Prairie View A&M and a 16-point 
showing in a close 87-85 loss to the 
Belmont Bruins. 

Partially due to Williams' injury. 
Rice has been plagued by inconsis-
tency and a lack of energy throughout 
the season, especially on the offensive 
end oft he court. The loss to Princeton 
made this all the more clear — the 
Owls recorded only 10 baskets and 3 
assists on the whole night compared 
to 18 turnovers. 

"1 think the lack of consistency 
from certain guys has been a factor, 
the lack of practice time for some guys 
has been a factor," Wilson said. "loos-
ing some of the depth on the front line 
has been a factor. But nonetheless, 
we are who we are and we have to 
find a way to start becoming a more 
consistent basketball club." 

The lack of depth in the post 
includes an injury to Matt Hagan 
and the depar ture of junior forward 
Marius Craciun, who left the team 
before its game against UT-Perm-

Y* 5 

fiSSPI 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Sophomore guard Rodney Foster takes one of his eight free-throw attempts in Rice's 75-70 overtime win over Tulane last Wednesday as senior guard Lorenzo Wil-
liams looks on. The victory marked the third time in a row that the Owls have won their conference opener. The team travels to Greenville, N.C. to take on East 
Carolina tomorrow at 6:05 p.m. before hosting UH Wednesday at 7:05 p.m. 

ian Basin. The remaining forwards 
and centers on the roster have been 
forced to play more minutes, and 
sophomore forward Aleks Perka was 
forced to burn his redshirt season to 
provide some depth to the frontcourt. 
As a result, the big men have been 
forced into playing a different style. 

A CLOSER LOOK: MEN'S BASKETBALL 

"You have guys who were ac-
cus tomed to playing very aggres-
sive early in the year and playing 
limited minutes now worried about 
foul t rouble and worr ied how to 
stay in the game ," Wilson said. 
"That m e a n s they cannot be as 
aggressive." 

I 

In spite of the injuries and inconsis-
tency, the ()wls still have confidence for 
the rest of their conference schedule. 
Most of the rest of C-USA has been 
plagued by similar problems: injuries 
and inconsistent play. As a result, other 
than defending champion Memphis, the 
league has no visible powerhouse. 

"There ' s so much parity — any 
team can beat any other team on 
any given night ," Almond said. 
"The biggest th ing is finding yoiir 
ident i ty and s tay ing cons i s t en t 
to that. 1 think once we get back 
clicking, we're as good as anybody 
in the league." 

Statistics from Wednesday's game 

RICE TULANE 

Score 75 70 

Field goals-att. 21-64 27-64 

3-point field goals-att. 7-18 6-18 

Free throws-att. 26-38 10-25 

Offensive rebounds 19 18 

Defensive rebounds 26 29 

Total rebounds 45 47 

Assists 12 15 

Turnovers 13 20 

Blocked shots 4 5 

Steals 8 7 

Scoring by half 
Tulane (7-6, 0-1 C-USA) 
Rice (7-7, 1-0 C-USA) 

1st 

38 

30 

2nd OT Total 

25 7 70 

33 12 75 

Individual leaders 
Points 

Total rebounds 
Assists 
Steals 
Minutes 

Rice Tulane 
Almond 17 Louisme 19 
Killings 13 Louisme 11 
Williams 5 Three tied with 3 
Two tied with 2 Wheaton 3 
Williams 40 Puckett 36 

Last ten meetings vs. Tulane 
Date Site 
Jan. 10, 2006 Houston 
Jan. 28. 2006 Houston 
Jan. 14, 2006 New Orleans 
Dec. 6, 2003 New Orleans 
Nov. 22, 2002 Houston 
Nov. 23 ,1990 New Orleans 
Nov. 27 ,1989 Houston 
Dec. 8 , 1984 Houston 
Nov. 29 ,1983 New Orleans 
Dec. 2 ,1982 Houston 

Result 

W 75-70 (OT) 

L 70-53 

W 60-57 

L 73-67 

W 72-58 

L 76-74 

W 91-64 

W 58-55 

L 69-56 

W, 32-30 

nmUMOBAL SPOUTS 
IS LOOKING FOR 

OFFICIALS 

MAKE MONEY OFFICIATING 
INTBAMUBAL SPOBTS GAMES: 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
PAID TRAININGS AND 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 
FREE DINNER PROVIDED 

AT ALL TRAINING SESSIONS 

All you have to do is attend one general session, and then one sport-specific session 
(all room locations are in the Gymnasium Building): 

GENERAL SESSIONS 
Jan. 16 at 5 p.m., Classroom 101 
Jan. 22 at 5 p.m., Classroom 201 
Feb. 6 at 5 p.m., Classroom 101 

FOOTBALL 
Jan. 16 at 6 p.m., Classroom 101 

VOLLEYBALL 
Jan 18 at 5 p.m., Classroom 101 

SOCCER 
Jan. 18 at 6 p.m., Classroom 101 

SOFTBALL 
Jan. 22 at 6 p.m., Classroom 201 

FLOOR HOCKEY 
Feb. 6 at 6 p.m., Classroom 101 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
Dec. 22 — Jan 7 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 31 30 — 6 1 
2 1 3 1 — 52 

Rice 
Tulane 

RICE 28 PRINCETON 51 
Jan. 6, 2007 — Jadwin Gymnasium. Princeton, NJ 

Rice ( 8 - 8 , 1 - 2 C-USA) 
Berezhynska 8-16, 1-2 19, Riverin 24 . 8-12 12, 
Frazier 3 9. 2-3 10. 
Totals: 21 57, 13-21 61 

Rice 1 4 1 4 — 2 8 
Princeton 2 7 2 4 — 5 1 

Tulane ( 1 2 A 1-2 C-USA) 
Montagnino 7-15. 4-4 19. Brown 3-10, 1-2 7. Henry 
1-10, 5-6 7, Luckhurst 3-8, CK) 7. 
Totals: 19 66. 12 18 52. 

Rice (6-7) 
Almond 3-8. 2-2 9, Killings 2-2,1-3 5. Pflieger 1 4 , 2 2 
5. C. Hagan 2-7, 0-0 4, Williams 2-4, 0-0 4. 
Totals: 10-30. 6-14 28. 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Swimming wins two 
of first three meets 

The swim team opened with 
a strong start to the new year 
last week, winning two non-
conference dual meets against 
Missouri State University and 
Florida Atlantic University in a 
four-way dual meet Jan. 3 in Boca 
Raton, Fla. The Owls' only blem-
ish of the day came in a 99-70 
loss to Clemson University. 

The trio of freshman Erin 
Mattson, sophomore Carlyann 
Miller and junior Jennifer Hill 
contributed key performances 
with each claiming individual 
event wins. Mattson won the 
100-yard butterfly with a time 
of 58.40 and took second in the 
200-yard freestyle at 1:54.70 
seconds. Miller finished just 
0.13 seconds behind Mattson 
in the 200-yard freestyle to win 
third. Miller also claimed first in 

the 100-yard freestyle in 52.28, 
overcoming Clemson's Rachel 
Regone's 0.20-second first-half 
lead. Hill led the pack with a 
finish of 2:09.57 in the 200-yard 
individual medley. 

Other crucial contributions 
came from sophomore Keri 
Hyde, freshman Pam Zelnick 
and senior Andrea Hurn. Hyde 
took third place in the 100-yard 
backs t roke with a personal 
season best time of 1:00.53. 
Zelnick placed third in the 200-
yard IM and also took fourth 
in the 100-yard breaststroke. 
Hum's fourth place finish in the 
200-yard IM was just 0.42 sec-
onds behind Zelnick's time, and 
she also won fourth in the 100-
yard freestyle. 

The Owls competed last 
night against New Mexico State 
University at the Rice Pool, and 
their next meet is J an. 19 against 
the University of Miami. 

— Taylor Joh nson 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 17 TROY 41 
Dec 22, 2006 — Superdome, New Orleans. Louis. 

Rice 
Troy 

7 3 0 7 
2 1 7 3 10 

- 1 7 
4 1 

Troy — Haugabook 2 run (Whibbs kick) 
Troy — Banks 3 pass from Haugabook (Whibbs kick) 
RU — Falco 11 pass from Armstrong (Fangmeier kick) 
Troy — Terry 56 pass from Haugabook (Whibbs kick) 
RU — Fangmeier 43 field goal 
Troy — Davis 7 pass from Haugabook (Whibbs kick) 
Troy — Whibbs 25 field goal 
Troy — Whibbs 26 field goal 
RU — Dillard 1 pass from Armstrong (Fangmeier kick) 
Troy — Rutledge 5 pass from Haugabook (Whibbs) 

I I A P I A N J T E S T PREP A N D 
, V ^ r f c " ' n , V / A D M I S S I O N S 

Double your MCAT 
prep—for freel 

u p t o a $ 1 , 7 4 9 v a l u e 

Not sure wh i ch of the 19 MCAT dates is r ight for you? Enroll in an MCAT 

course in January and prepare for any 2007 test date. You' l l have un l im i ted 

access to on l ine resources and can take a second course FREE! 

Classes starting soon at the Houston Kaplan Center: 

Janua ry 20 t h | February 3 r d | February 25 t h 

Enroll by January 31st! 
7 7 H,Sher MCAT score 

guaranteed or 

1-800-KAP-TEST | k a p t e s t . c o m / m c a t yourm°neyback. 

a trademark of ttw Association o< American Mectc.* College* rMust enrol! r- sn MCAT Olas^oom 
Class »5. CM Online Cour t s of 15 55 , Of S'i hour tutoring nrog^n- Ix-weeo Jam-try 1 and January 31 2007 in the United Stales, 
Puef-o Rico or Canada Tuto-iny students may epeat the t iassroom course only Cannot fee combined with any offer rebate 
discount. ot ptoro&tion. "Conditions 3rd restrictions apply f o r compe te guarantee tjliflibifcy t e n e m e n t s v«fct fcaptestconvt-iQ 

KAPLAN STUDENTS RECEIVE U N L I M I T E D ACCESS TO ALL 8 A A M C EXAMS. 

Final Stats Rice Troy 
First Downs 19 25 
Rushing Yards (net) 39 148 
Passing Yards (net) 305 228 
Total Yards 344 376 
Return Yards 83 78 
Punts - Avg. 5-35.0 4-43.2 
Time of Possession 33:57 26:03 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
RU — Armstrong 16-35, Smith 5-4. 
Troy — Haugabook 14-92, Cattouse 12-36, Jones 
5-18. 
Passing 
RU — Armstrong 35-54-5-305. 
Troy— Haugabook 14-28-1-217, Bray 1-1-0-11. 
Receiving 
RU — Dillard 9-71, Smith 8-75. Falco 6-49. Smiter &48. 
Dixon 3-22, Henderson 2-10, Wardlow 1-30. 
Troy — Terry 2-56, Davis 2-35, Cattouse 2-19, Banks 
2-8, Hampton 1-28. Jones 1-20. 

TULANE 
From page 11 

center Valeriya Berezhynska com-
bined for 30 points to keep Rice in 
the game, but the Owls could not 
overcome terrible shooting — they 
hit only 29 percent of its shots and 
made 1 of 16 three-pointers — and 
a double-double from Patriot guard 
Tracy Ann Holness, who scored 14 
points and notched 10 rebounds. 

The shor thanded Owls shot 
markedly better against cross-town 
rival University of Houston (4-10,1-3) 
Jan. 2 but still lost in overtime. 
Berzhynska again had a big game, 
scoring a career high 31 points, 
while junior forward Tiffany Loggins 
grabbed a career high 11 rebounds. 

Princeton (9-4) 
Owings 5-9, 0-0 13, Gunn 3-6,1-2 9, Savage 3-9, 2-2 
9, Schroeder 3-6, 0-0 7, Koncz 2-6, 0-0 6. 
Totals: 19-47, 3 4 51. 

Three-point goals — Rice 2-9 (Almond 1-5, Pflieger 14); 
Princeton 10-30 (Owings 3-6, Gunn 2-5, Koncz 2-6). 
Rebounds — Rice 19 (Almond 4, C. Hagan 4, Killings 
3, Britton 3); Princeton 31 (Schroeder 6, Conway 5. 
Owings 4). 

Assists — Rice 3; Princeton 15 (Conway 6, 
Schroeder 5) 

VANDERBILT 74 RICE 69 
Jan. 2, 2007 — Autry Court 

Vanderbilt 4 5 2 9 — 7 4 
Rice 27 4 2 — 6 9 

Vanderbilt (10-4) 
Foster 11-17, 2-2 29, Cage 1-3, 8-10 11, Gordon 
3-6. 1-4 8. 
Totals: 24-46. 18-30 74. 

Rice (6-6) 
Almond 11-23. 17-19 44, Williams 2-8.1-2 5, Foster 
2-3. 1-2 5. 
Totals: 21-57. 21-27 69 

Three-point goals — Vanderbilt 8-19 (Foster 5-8): Rice 
6-20 (Almond 5-9). 

Rebounds — Vanderbilt 32 (Neltner 7. Foster 6): Rice 
36 (Almond 12, Packevicius 8). 

Assists — Vanderbilt 19 (Byars 5): Rice 13 (Williams 
7, C. Hagan 4). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 61 TULANE 52 
Jan. 7, 2006 — Fogelman Arena, New Orleans, Louis. 

Frazier scored a season-high 22 
points and junior guard Kadie Riverin 
had 17 points and 6 assists. However, 
Rice was unable to stop Cougar 
guard Tye Jackson, who scored 30 
points, including a free throw with 
5 seconds remaining in regulation 
that put the game in overtime. In the 
extra period, the Cougars jumped 
out to a five-point lead, and the Owls 
never recovered. Again, turnovers 
were the killer: 19 Rice turnovers 
led to 26 Houston points. 

The Owls finished out their 
six-game road trip against two of the 
best teams in C-USA, the University 
of Texas-El Paso Jan. 5 and Tulane 
Jan. 7. Against UTEP (14-1,3-0), Rice 
was able to stick around thanks to 
senior forward Samantlia Stovall's 
13 points and Ix)ggins' 10 point-10 
rebound performance. I .ate in the 

f ) o y o u h a v e a s t h m a 

a n d re / lux? 

Volunteers are needed to participate 
in a research study of an 

investigational medication for people 
with asthma and heartburn. 

Research Trial Part ic ipants mus t : 
• be 18-70 years of age 
• be taking an inhaled corticosteroid and long acting bronchodilator 

for asthma on a daily basis for at least the past 3 months 
• currently have symptoms of heartburn 

El igible Part ic ipants wil l receive: 
• study related medical exams and study medication at no charge 
• compensation for time and travel 

Allergy & Asthma Associates of Houston Research Division 
Laura L. Somerville, MD, PhD 

(713) 797-6716 

Three-point goals — Rice 6-17 (Berezhynska ?-3, 
Frazier 2-6); Tulane 2-9. 

Rebounds — Rice 46 (Berezhynska 19. Loggins 11); 
Tulane 44 (Philpots 11. Brown 9). 

Assists — Rice 18 (Stovall 3. Loggins 3. Berezhynska 
3, Riverin 3): Tulane 12 (Langford 5, Henry 4). 

RICE 67 TEXAS - EL PASO 81 
Jan. 5, 2007 — Haskins Center. El Paso, Tex. 

Rice 27 2 5 — 5 2 
UTEP 3 0 3 5 — 6 5 

Rice (7-8, 0-2 C-USA) 
Stovall 4 10, 3-4 13. Loggins 34 , 3-3 10, Frazier 
4-16, 0-0 10. 
Totals: 15 50, 16-19 52. 

UTEP (13-1, 2-0 C-USA) 
Hughes 6-14.3-5 19. Williams 5-15,0-0 11. Marisett 
4-11. 2-2 10. 
Totals: 25-77. 7-11 65. 

Three-point goals — Rice 6-18 (Stovall 2-4. Frazier 2-9); 
UTEP 8-24 (Hughes 4-8, Piekarska 2-3). 

Rebounds — Rice 38 (Loggins 10, Berezhynska 10. 
Stovall 5); UTEP 52 (Williams 10. Valtierra 9). 

Assists — Rice 12 (Riverin 4, Frazier 4); UTEP 20 
(Hughes 9, Taylor 4). 

These boxscores brought to you by: 

Zombie Honeymoon is a romantic horror film about a 
young married couple, madly in love, on their honeymoon. 
One day on the beach, the groom Danny is attacked 
and killed by a man who rises up out of the water with 
no explanation, leaps on top of him, and vomits blood 
into his mouth. Danny is resuscitated ten minutes later, 
and seems to look and act totally normal. However, his 
wife Denise finds out that that's not the case at all. It 
turns out that Danny has become a zombie! 

game, however, fatigue began to set 
in for the Owls. The Miners went on 
a 13-0 run in the final 5 minutes, 12 
seconds to seal a 65-53 victory. Once 
again, turnovers and poor shooting 
sealed the Owls' fate — Rice shot 
only 30 percent from the field and 
committed 22 turnovers, which led 
to 29 Miner points. 

The beleaguered C )wls finally got 
the win they were looking for at Tu-
lane (12-4, 1-2). Berezhynska again 
stepped up in Neaves's absence, 
scoring 19 points and taking down 
a career-high 19 rebounds. Rice had 
an 11 point first half lead, but Tulane 
eventually closed the gap early in the 
second half. Despite being in their 
third straight close conference game, 
the ()wls stepped up when it counted 
the most. Rice's defense helped to 
preserve the lead after junior guard 
Maudess Fulton made a three to 
give Rice a 5048 lead with 5:37 left 
in tht' game. While the Owls could 
only shoot 37 percent field goals 
and 62 percent from the line, they 
held Tulane to an impressively low 
29 percent shooting en route to their 
first win since early December. 

Williams said the win at Tulane 
helped a team that was in dire need 
of a boost. 

"With all the injuries we've had and 
the losses, it has been discouraging 
for everybody, and nothing solves 
some of those issues better than a 
win," Williams said. 

Though the odds are stacked 
against them, Rice is still confident 
that they can meet their goal of 
winning conference and a spot in 
the NCAA tournament. And such a 
comeback is not without precedent, 
bist year, the Owls overcame a slew 
of injuries and a 6-11 record to come 
within four points of a conference title. 
Riverin said the team is sure this year 
will follow the same pattern. 

"We're always confident that we 
can pull [conference] out," she said. 
"We just had a little rough past month. 
Hopefully this win against Tulane 
will start our winning roll again and 
well be fine." 

Williams said he believes efforts 
similar to those shown at UTEP and 
Tulane are key if the Owls wish to 
break out of the mediocrity that has 
plagued them all season thus far. 

"We're a struggling K-8, and 
we've been extremely inconsis-
tent," lie said. "| But I I was encour-
aged by this weekend because we 
felt like we played ... very solid, 
defensive basketball." 
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C A L E N D A R , , 
j a n . 1 2 - 1 9 

FRIDAY 12 
Did you miss us? 

Welcome back to Rice, loyal 
calendar readers. Hopefully, 
not having a calendar to tell you 
what's going on around your 
home town didn't hamper your 
break too much. But never fear, 
you're back inside the hedges, 
where you always know what's 
going on. 

Orange Lemon Egg Canary 

1 have no idea what that means, 
but I do know it is the Will Rice 
College spring play. Auditions 
for four roles take place today 
from 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. and 
tomorrow, 2 - 4:30 p.m. 'Hie 
directors ask that you RSVP on 
Facebook: Search for "Orange 
Lemon Egg Canary" and click 
on the event for either of the 
audition times. 

SATURDAY 

Thank you very much 

Tonight is Elvis Night at Sam 
Houston Race Park in north-
west Houston, in observance of 
the birthday of the king. Elvis' 
birthday is actually Jan. 8, but 
that doesn't make this event any 
less appealing. All attendees 
dressed in Elvis attire do not 
have to pay the $4 entry fee. An 
Elvis look-alike contest will pay 
its winner $1000, and a peanut 
butter and banana sandwich 
eating competition offers din-
ner for four in the racetrack's 

restaurant as the prize. As 
if this isn't enough, many of 
the Elvis look-alikes will be 
entertaining all the revelers fol-
lowing the horse race at 7 p.m. 
Get all shook up and head to 1 
Sam Houston Place, enjoy the 
$2 longnecks and the finest in 
entertainment. 

MONDAY 

MLK Day 

T h e reason you aren't in class 
today is because today is Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
Oftentimes, it is easy to lose 
sight of the reason behind a 
holiday, so here are a couple of 
interesting facts you may not 
have known about Dr. King. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
actually born Michael Luther 
King, Jr. and later changed his 
name to Martin. Also, King was 
elected senior class president 
at Crozer Theological Semi-
nary in Pennsylvania, which 
is impressive — especially 
when one realizes the class 
was largely made up of white 
students. So, kids, enjoy your 
day off. But remember why 
you get it. 

TUESDAY 

We don't need no st inking 
classes 

If this has been philosophy 
to date, please be prepared 
to now spend an extra $115. 
I .ate registration begins today, 

meaning that any student not 
yet registered for any classes 
must pay the $115 late registra-
tion fee in order to register at 
all. However, for those students 
who have already registered for 
something, the normal penalty-
free add/drop period continues 
through the end of this week. 

Baker drinks first 

Tonight is the first pub night of 
the year, and who better than 
the first college to have the first 
opportunity to rent out Willy's 
Pub and throw a big party? If 
you answered any college other 
than Baker, you're probably 
right. In spite of this, Baker 
somehow has the first chance 
to give free beer and food to 
the students of Rice University. 
Instead of, "Baker, hell no," 
you should chant "Baker, drink 
slow," so that they save more 
for you. Pub night the first 
kicks off from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 
in, where else, Willy's. Head on 
down to check it out. 

WEDNESDAY 

De-claw the Coogs 

And we're not talking about the 
pet-friendly nail trimming kind 
of de-clawing. At 7:05 p.m. at 
Autry Court tonight, the men's 
basketball team, led by senior 
Morris Almond — the nation's 
leading scorer — take on the 
University of Houston Cougars. 
If ever there was a time to bust 
ou t y o u r Jock Jams C D s a n d g e t 
yourself out for a game, this 
rivalry is it. Both teams find 
themselves hovering just 
below the .500 mark heading 
into this CSTV-televised 
Conference-USA matchup. At 
this point in the season every 
game counts mightily for 

C-USA tournament seeding 
purposes. So get all your 
fr iends to join you in the Autry 
Army, and come out to support 
the team. 

THURSDAY 48 
Graduation talk already? 

Travel on down to Willy's Pub 
for Senior Class pub night 
tonight, 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. in the 
best undergraduate pub on 
campus. The Senior Committee 
could not pick a better place to 
begin their barrage of events 
leading up to their graduation, 
so join your senior friends in 
Pub for drink specials and a 
good time. This is also a good 
time for all non-graduating 
students to begin their extreme 
jealous^' of the class that no 
longer has to try. 

professor approval first. Today 
is also the last day to "uncover" 
a course designated pass/fail 
in the fall semester to a course 
with a letter grade, as well as 
the last day to withdraw for 
this semester with a full refund 
of tuition or drop to part-time 
status and receive a refund 
of tuition money. For an even 
more in-depth description of 
academic deadlines, go to the 
Registrar's Web site, 
www.rice.edu/registrar, and 
follow the links to the 
academic calendar pages. 

FRIDAY 

Shop no more 

Today is the last day to add 
classes without a fee. This 
means that your PIN for 
online registration expires 
today at 5 p.m., and to add a 
class after today, you must get 

SUBMIT AN EVENT 

Deadline is Monday at 12 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 
Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-caiendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 
on a space available basis. 

The Best Choice of Sports Bars • Yahoo 2006 Best Sports Bar < 

Houston Chronicle 2006 Best Sports Bar 

Buy 12 Wings 
Get 5 Free 
With this ad 
Expires 01/07 
Not valid on Tuesdays or wi th 
any other coupon or offer 

BUFFALO WILD WIN6I 
GRILL & BAR * 

Free WiFi Available! 

Bring you 

Study Group Here 

Now accepting the Silver Saver Card, get 15% off your dine-in or take 
Out meal. Not valid on Tuesdays 1 

35C Wings on Tuesdays • 50C Legs on Wednesdays • 50C Boneless on 

Thursdays • Logo Glass Wednesday get $1.50 Domestic refills 

2525 Rice Blvd '713-521-1100 

Are you sick of Evan Mintz spouting off all 
nambly-pambly every week in the opinion 
section? What does he own this joint? , 

No. Hi edits it. YOU 
. I • 

r it 

So if you're not.sgMedJtake 
v some chargeTWrite us a 

column. We'll even give you 
some of your money back 

for filling our pages. 

column submissions. • 
tnKesner^oTs&rice.edu for more information. 

http://www.rice.edu/registrar
mailto:thresher-caiendar@rice.edu
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Rejected designs for the Collaborative Research Center 

. 

Architect: Haynes Whaley Associates (The people who made the Rainbow/Lantern tower) 
Project title: Memorial Hermann Medical Lava Lantern. 
Info: Actually a retro design, after the success of the Rainbow/Lantern tower, crazy, 
almost hypnotic lights are all the rage. Supported by dirty hippy baby boomer professors. 
Reason for rejection: Prototype designs all ended with the bulb burning out and 
no stores carrying the exact right kind of bulb, relegating the tower to collecting dust 
until sold at a West U. yard sale. Furthermore, scalding hot water and floating wax 
did not provide an appropriate lab setting, despite claims to the contrary by Religious 
Studies Professor Bill Parsons and others studying the effects of hallucinogens on 
Buddhism, neurobiology and vision quests. 

Architect: Those archis you hate 
Project title: Archieve 3-D 
Info: Slapped together in a 
52-hour caffeine binge over 
Thanksgiving break. Supported 
by graduate students. 
Reason for rejection: Violated 
emissions standards and fire 
codes. Building materials found 
be to extremelv carcinogenic. 
Plus, too mucn MySpace. not 
enough LabSpace. 

The Backpage 
is satire and 
is written by 
Evan Mintz 

1ECTE1 

Architect: Rice Environmental Club 
Project title: An environmentally 

positive example for the benefit of the 
— University itself, the greater Texas 
™ community and the world at large. 

Info: Not satisfied with LEED Platinum 
standards, Rice Envi Club designed a 

tower with 100 percent sustainable 
architecture, it is also a tree. 

Supported by undergrads. (The sun 
means global warming). 

Reason for rejection: No matter 
how fun, the tire swing did not meet 

most researchers' needs as a Schuler 
pendulum. However, as construction 

regulations are much less strict in Bear 
Country, the design was eventually 

purchased by the Berenstain Bears. 

. 

Illustration by Dan Derozier 

Architect: Howard Roark 
Project title: The Fountainhead 
Info: When designing the tower, Roark attempted to channel the 
true essence of Randian objectivism. It is appropriately shaped 
like a giant prick. Supported by Ph.D. students. 
Reason for rejection: Roark refused to compromise his creative 
vision, and therefore did not incorporate any of the guidelines Rice 
set when they hired him. thus rendering the building entirely 
useless as a research center. When potential tenants attempted to 
follow the blueprints of the confusing floor layouts, they were only 
left asking: "Who is John Gait, and why can't I find his office?" 
Furthermore, Roark's uncompromising vision did not include 
abiding by fire codes, health codes or stability codes. This would 
have resulted in not only millions of dollars in fines but a 
death trap that would have posed a threat to the surrounding 
buildings, inevitably killed hundreds and destroyed lifesaving 
research — effectively setting back human progress by decades. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

CHILD CARE WANTED. Respon-
sible individual for occasional care of 
17-month-old. Experience and refer-
ences required. We live close to Rice U. 
Contact Natalie at (713) 668-4563. 

THE THRESHER IS looking for a new 
Advertising Assistant Manager. Hours 
are flexible. Freshmen encouraged 
to apply as this can be a long term 
job leading to Advertising Manager. 
Contact Joseph at jir410@rice.edu for 
more information. 

NEEDED: PART-TIME nanny. Hours: 
Mon-Fri 3:00-6:00. Salary: $12 per hour. 
I need a part-time nanny to pick-up 
my daughters (ages 14 and 10) at 
St.Vincent de Paul School (Holcombe 
& Buffalo Speedway) and supervise 
after school play and activities. Job 
involves helping with homework, 
supervising play, taking kids to swim 
lessons, etc. Must enjoy kids and have 
a goodn driving record. If interested, 
please call Mary at (713) 974-5553. 

PART-TIME ASSISTANT needed. Ex-
ecutive seeks personal assistant to help 
with miscellaneous errands.Applicants 
should be trustworth, detail oriented, 
mature, dependable and discreet. Must 
have access to transportation, Internet, 
and cell phone. Very flexible hours; a|>-
prox 10/wk;$15/hr. Interested persons 
should email letter of introduction to 
PersonalAssistantWanted@yahoo.com. 

PART-TIME NANNY needed (Mon-
day th rough Thur sday 3:00-6:00 
or 7:00) for two elementary school 
children needing help with home-
work and getting around after school, 
tel. (281) 745-8193. 

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION: 
Rice alumni looking for part time 
assistant to do SEO (Search Engine 
Optimization). No experience in SEO 
is necessary. Only requirement is that 
the candidate must be very knowledge-
able about the web in general. Work can 
be done remotely with flexible hours. 
Preferably looking for a student who 
would be willing to perform this job 

full time in the summer. Send resume 
to: JJF@AffordableTours.com or fax: 
(281) 269-2696. 

PART-TIME O F F I C E a s s i s t a n t 
needed. Flexible hou r s available 
with good hourly pay. Nice work 
environment and training provided. 
We are located in the Rice Village 
within walking distance of campus. 
Please send your resume via email 
to: LVS@charternotes.com. 

PRIVATE MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
near Rice University is looking for 
part-time assistants and substitutes. 
Great if you a re need ing flex-
ible hours and wanting an enjoyable 
and rewarding job. Call Tara @ 
(713) 520-0738. 

HOUSING 

CLEAN FURNISHED ROOM for 
rent in quiet, new WestU home; 
convenient to bus line, med center. 
Rice and Greenway Plaza. $400/ 
month, $200 deposit, $100/month 

electricity /gas/water . Call Mary at 
(713) 839-9045. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WELCOME BACK TO Rice! We 
hope you had a good vacation and are 
looking forward to an exciting and 
productive spring semester. Enjoy your 
new classes! 

PICK UP YOUR YEARBOOK. The 
2005-'06 Campanile has arrived. If you 
were an undergrad during the 2005-'06 
academic year, you've already paid for 
it! Drop by the Campanile office or the 
Clubs office, 2nd floor, Ley Student 
Center. 

Please do not forget to recycle your 
Thresher! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are a s follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 

Attn: Classifieds 
6 1 0 0 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertisingfor any reason 
and does not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. 
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