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Bowling in the Big Easy 
* 

t{ 

Staffer pleads 
guilty to Taliban 
conspiracy 

by Beko Binder and David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL ST AFF 

DEIAN TABAKOV/THRESHER 

Exuberant players and fans storm the field at Rice Stadium after the varsity football team's 31 -27 victory over Southern Methodist University 
Nov. 25 . The win earned Rice an invitation to play at the R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl Dec. 22. 

Owls to play in first bowl game since 1961 
by Nathan Bledsoe 
THKESHKK EDITORIAL STAFF 

With another come-from-behind victory, 
the football team secured its first bowl berth 
in 45 years Saturday with a 31-27 victory 
over Southern Methodist University (6-6, 
4-4). Rice (7-5, 6-2 Conference-USA) has 
since accepted an invitation to play in the 
R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl Dec. 22 at 
7 p.m., which will be televised on ESPN2. 
While getting to a bowl game is a feat many 
thought impossible at the beginning ol the 
season. Head Coach Todd Graham said the 
Owls are not satisfied. 

"We want to be bowl champions," Graham 
said. "We don't want to go to a bowl, we want 
to win a bowl." 

Rice must wait until tomorrow night to find 

out who its bowl opponent will be. The bid is 
automatic for the champion of the Sun Belt 
Conference. Currently, Troy University (6-5, 
5-1), located in Troy, Ala., controls its own 
destiny, needing only a victory over winless 
Florida International University to secure a 
trip to the Louisiana Superdome. Should Troy 
lose. Middle Tennessee State University will 
head to New Orleans. 

Want more Owl football coverage? Watch for 
next week's Thresher for an eight-page season 
recap and bowl preview. 

For yet another week, sophomore receiver 
Jarett 1 )illard shone, carrying the ()wl offense 
in the absence of sophomore quarterback 
Chase Clement, who watched the game in a 
sling due to an injured collarbone. Dillard, one 

of three finalists for the Biletnikoff Award — 
given to the top receiver in the nation—caught 
6 passes for 145 yards and 3 touchdowns. His 
last touchdown, which came off of a spectacular 
catch over Mustang cornerback Jonathan 
Lindley with 4:05 remaining in the fourth 
quarter, was the game winner. 

Dillard also extended his touchdown 
reception streak to 14 consecutive games, 
moving him into sole possession of second-
place on the all-time list. The catch also tied 
him for the national record of 12 consecutive 
games with a touchdown reception in a season. 
Hecan take sole possession of that record with 
a touchdown catch in New Orleans. 

For his performance, Dillard was named 
C-USA offensive player of the week. With 
Clement out, Dillard said he tried to do more 

so. FOOTBALL, Page 13 

Kobie Williams, a former technician in Rice's 
Civil and Environmental Engineering depart-
ment who worked frequently with students 
and professors, surrendered himself to the 
FBI Tuesday and pled guilty to one count of 
conspiracy to provide support to the Taliban. 

According to the indictment, Williams alleg-
edly conspired with Adnan Mirza — a Pakistani 
citizen in the United States on an expired student 
visa — to aid the Taliban by sending $350 to 
Taliban fighters and their families, engaging 
in firearms training and planning to travel 
to the Middle East to fight against U.S. and 
Coalition forces. 

The indictment 
alleges that Williams 
and Mirza trained 
with firearms in six 
different locations 
in Harris, Mont-
gomery and Walker 
counties. The weap-
ons charges involved 
three rifles, a shot-
gun and more than 
1,(HX) rounds of am-
munition. 

Will iams, who 
was also studying 
computer science at the University of Houston-
Downtown, is scheduled for sentencing Feb. 
23 and faces a maximum penalty of five years 
in prison and a $250,000 fine. Mirza faces the 
same penalty but was also separately charged 
with three counts of illegal possession of 
firearms because illegal aliens and individuals 
possessing nonimmigrant visas are not allowed 
to own weapons. He faces a possible 10 years 
in prison per count and a possible total of 35 
years in prison. Yesterday, HCC officials said 
Mirza's 1-20 form showed him to still be in the 
United States legally. 

Williams' attorney. John Floyd, said he has 
been working with his client for about six weeks 
and cannot disclose whether or not Williams had 
cooperated with authorities prior to his plea. 
However, Floyd said he and government lawyers 
had discussed the indictment beforehand. 

"The fact that he entered a plea on the 
same day the case was unsealed makes clear 
there was communication (between lawyers]," 
Floyd said. 

NICK DE LA TORRE/ CHRONICLE 

Former CEVE lab tech-
nician Kobie Williams 

sec WILLIAMS. Page 4 

Esperanza attendance increases by 200 INSIDE 

by Perry Factor 
TIIKKSHKK STAPI' 

Rice Program Council's at-
tempt to revitalize Esperanza with 
an enticing venue and reduced 
ticket prices paid off. About 580 
people attended the Nov. 18 dance, 
an increase of about 200 people 
over last year. The dance was 
held the night of the homecoming 
football game in the Downtown 
Aquarium's Nautilus Ballroom 
with a "Carp-e Diem" theme. 

RPC Treasurer Lizzie Snyder, 
a Will Rice College junior, said the 
organization spent about $16,000 
on the event. RPC Formals Com-
mittee co-Chair Stephanie Swingle 
said ticket sales earned about 
$13,000. 

About $12,000 of the cost was 
spent on the venue and catering 
from Landry's, Swingle, a Brown 
College senior, said. The costs 
were necessary to increase atten-
dance, she said, and extra funds 
used to set up the event came from 
the RPC budget. 

"We felt like we needed to get 
everyone excited about Esperanza, 
so we made a big investment with 
the Aquarium," Swingle said. 

In addition to the upscale loca-
tion, RPC hoped that lower ticket 
prices would increase attendance, 
Swingle said. Tickets for this year's 
Esperanza cost $20 before the event 
and $25 at the door, both $5 less 
than last year's prices. 

Swingle said about $980 worth 
of tickets were purchased prior to 
Esperanza, most of which came 
from lunchtime sales at the resi-
dential colleges. In addition, about 
$2500 worth of tickets were sold 
at the door. Swingle said the high 
last-minute turnout exceeded her 
expectations, and she speculated 
the attendance could have stemmed 
from excitement over the football 
team's 18-17 victory over East 
Carolina that afternoon. 

RPC also made two major logisti-
cal changes from last year. To avoid 
last year's transportation delays, 
private coaches from the university 
to the Aquarium were replaced by 

Rice shuttles, which was both less 
expensive and more flexible with 
scheduling. Swingle said. Secondly, 
$5 drink cards guests b< night at the 
door replaced a cash bar — which 
was cheaper. 

RPC hired a new disc jockey 
because of many complaints about 
last year's disc jockey. Swingle said 
thisyear'sdisc jockey was receptive 
to student requests and played a 
variety of music. Attendee views 
on this year's disc jockey were 
mixed. 

"The way he chose the music 
wasn't that great," Mabel Chan, a 
IxjvettCollege freshman, said. "He 
played slow country music at the 
beginning and got the order [of 
music style] reversed." 

Swingle said although ticket 
sales did not cover the costs, the 
event was a success. 

"It was pretty packed — people 
weren't just coming for a little while 
and then going off," Swingle said. "I 
couldn't have imagined (the night 1 
going more smoothly." 

see E S P E R A N Z A . Page 5 

Tell professors what 
you really think 

Online course evaluations will be 
available on EST!IER through I )ec. 12. 
The Provost's Office is fiindingan inter-
college competition with monetary 
prizes to be awarded to colleges 
with high response rates. Standings 
in the competition will be posted on 
the Registar's Web site and updated 
regularly during the competition. 

The three top-responding colleges 
will each be awarded $500 for their 
general college fund, as long as the 
colleges have a response rate of at 
least 50 percent; the next two colleges 
will receive $250, and the sixth place 
college will be awarded $100. 

Celebrate Posada 
I jet the cold snap and H ACER's 

Posada show get you into the winter 
spirit. Head over to the Grand Hall 
Saturday at 7 p.m. or join in the proces-
sion by the colleges starting at 6 p.m. 

O P I N I O N 
Racism at Rice? 

Page 3 

Page 9 A&E 
Craig's Bond deserves merit 

SPORTS Page 12 
Sid Powderpuff wins fourth title 

Quote of the Week 

"For seniors who are still looking, there are 
still a lot of jobs out there." 
— Career Services Assistant Director 
for Recruiting Patricia Payton on the job 
market. See Story, Page 4. 

Scoreboard 

Football 
Rice 31, SMU 27 
Women's Basketball 
TCU 81, Rice 67 
Men's Basketball 
Utah 80, Rice 64 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Sunny, 35-56 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy, 38-61 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 34 58 degrees 
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KPRC distorts truth 
KPRC Local 2 N e w s ran a s to ry Sunday that c laimed Rice s tuden t s 

receive preferent ia l t r ea tment over t hegene ra l public w h e n caugh t driv-

ing a f te r d r ink ing ("Investigation: Rice s tuden t s ge t pa s s for dr inking, 

driving?" Nov. 2 6 , 1 0 p.m.). KPRC Investigative Repor t e r Amy Davis 

narra ted a television segmen t full of misleading and narrowly r e sea rched 

"evidence" that accuses c a m p u s police of excess ive leniency w h e n 

s topping s tuden t s for d r u n k driving. Davis p r e s e n t e d a r ep rehens ib ly 

biased view in t h e gu i se of balanced investigative repor t ing . 

Davis did not, fo r example , d is t inguish b e t w e e n Publ ic Intoxicat ion 

violations and Driving Whi le In tox ica ted /Dr iv ing U n d e r t h e In f luence 

violat ions w h e n a s s e m b l i n g h e r s tat is t ics . T h e major i ty of r e c o r d s in 

t h e R U P D blo t te r f r o m J a n u a r y to O c t o b e r — t h e t i m e f r a m e Davis 

u s e d — tha t involve s t u d e n t s a n d a lcohol d o not involve dr iving, b u t 

th i s fact is s u p p r e s s e d by t h e r e p o r t ' s lack of specificity. F o r a r e p o r t 

on d r i n k i n g and dr iving, no t ing w h e t h e r o r no t a violation involves 

bo th d r i n k i n g a n d dr iv ing is p re t ty c ruc ia l . 

Davis a lso h igh l i gh t ed t h e fact tha t s t u d e n t o f f e n s e s a r e o f t en 

r e f e r r e d to U. C o u r t , w h e r e a s non - s tuden t o f f e n d e r s a r e o f t en sen t 

to H a r r i s C o u n t y Jail for Publ ic In toxica t ion , D W I or DUI . Davis did 

not m e n t i o n tha t U. C o u r t c a n n o t a d j u d i c a t e n o n - s t u d e n t o f f e n s e s 

or tha t all c i ta t ions r e f e r r e d to "U. C o u r t " in t h e R U P D b lo t t e r a r e 

p r o c e s s e d t h r o u g h S t u d e n t Judic ia l P r o g r a m s . 

Dav i s m a y h a v e s imply b e e n ina t tent ive in h e r r e s e a r c h . But 

KPRC ' s r e q u e s t to t h e Thresher for a copy of o u r f e a t u r e on t h e 

s t u d e n t judicial s y s t e m ("Student jus t ice : H o w c o n d u c t i o n viola-

t ions a r e ad jud ica t ed , " Oct . 28, 2005) s u g g e s t s Davis had a thor-

o u g h l y d e v e l o p e d p ic tu re of Rice 's a lcohol - re la ted c o n d u c t inf rac t ion 

p r o c e d u r e s — s h e jus t c h o s e not to p r e s e n t it. 

T h e s e g m e n t o p e n s with v ideo cl ips Dav i s a n d h e r c r ew f i lmed 

of a pr ivate g a t h e r i n g at W i e s s Col lege d u r i n g N igh t of D e c a d e n c e 

Oct . 28. In an e-mail e x c h a n g e with H a n s z e n Col lege f r e s h m a n 

C a t h e r i n e Brat ic , Davis said s h e a t t e n d e d N O D . It is u n c l e a r — and 

susp ic ious — h o w Davis let herse l f into t h e pa r ty wi thou t b e i n g 

s topped by N O D secur i ty officials. W i e s s Social Miche l l e K e r n e r 

said KPRC Local 2 N e w s did not con tac t any N O D officials abou t 

ob ta in ing p e r m i s s i o n to e n t e r N O D , a pr ivate pa r ty for wh ich non-

Rice g u e s t s m u s t b e p re - r eg i s t e red . In t h e e-mail Davis also said that 

t h e c a m e r a t a k ing b r o a d c a s t foo tage w a s "in full view at all t imes ." 

Lovett Co l lege s en io r Jacki Cra ig said s h e ident i f ied herse l f in t h e 

KPRC video bu t w a s comple te ly u n a w a r e of b e i n g f i lmed at N O D . 

T h e lies b roadcas t on KPRC are insult ing, and the r epor t ing 

was unethically done . Facts that a re spliced with opinions intended 

to p e r s u a d e an aud ience h o w to view an i s sue have a place in 

j o u r n a l i s m — i t is in the opinion section, not in the gu ise of balanced and 

disinterested investigation. But the skewed r e sea rch resul ts presented in 

Davis' s tory should not appeal* anywhere in a respectable press institu-

tion. And none of the evidence presen ted in that s egmen t convinced us 

that our p rocedures for handl ing alcohol infractions are insufficient. 

Improve class eval returns 
Last sp r ing , t h e Reg i s t ra r ' s Off ice- run c o u r s e eva lua t ions m e t 

two n e w obs t ac l e s . T h e Regis t ra r c o n v e r t e d to an onl ine sy s t em, 

which failed to g a r n e r r e s p o n s e ra tes s imi lar to in-class eva lua t ions . 

Addit ionally, t h e S t u d e n t Associat ion c r e a t e d its own onl ine evalu-

at ion p r o g r a m , t h e SA C o u r s e Guide , w h i c h a r o s e f rom s tuden t 

d e m a n d to s e e t h e i r p e e r s ' wri t ten c o m m e n t s a b o u t p r o f e s s o r s and 

c o m p e t e d for s t u d e n t s ' a t tent ion with t h e Reg i s t r a r ' s evaluat ions . 

Only 45 p e r c e n t of s t u d e n t s filled out t h e Reg i s t r a r ' s i n s t r u c t o r 

evaluat ions , o n e of t h e lowest r e t u r n r a t e s in y e a r s . 

Last year 's r e sponse rate is simply unacceptable: T h e s e evaluations 

a re necessa ry to improve the quality of our unde rg radua t e teaching, and 

s tudents need to realize that our c o m m e n t s on t he se evaluations directly 

p re se rve and enr ich the quality of our faculty. T h e Registrar 's Office's 

decision to extend the evaluation period until the end of the reading period 

should help, but pitting the residential col leges against each o ther in a 

competit ion to comple te the mos t evaluations is just ano the r material 

reward. Instead, t h e Registrar 's Office should let us benefi t academically 

for contr ibut ing to the university's academic evaluations. 

If we are g ran ted access to our peers ' c o m m e n t s on the Registrar 's 

evaluations, w e will have an incentive to fill out evaluations ourselves 

that is based in scholastic, not material, gain. Allowing us to s ee what 

past s tuden t s have said about a course or a p rofessor would provide 

unmatchab le incentive to fill out the evaluations ourse lves — the 1,075 

r e sponses publ ished on the SA Course Guide attest to s tudents ' desire for 

such a service. Plus, the SA Course Guide would no longer b e needed, 

and s tuden t s would only have to fill out o n e set of evaluations. 

H o w e v e r , if t h i s c a n n o t b e d o n e — o r at l eas t no t d o n e 

immed ia t e ly—we r e c o m m e n d a different incentive that has been floated 

by the Faculty Senate: Allow s tudents w h o have comple ted course evalu-

ations to see their g r a de s earlier than s t uden t s w h o have not reviewed 

their professors . Ei ther way, reward u s for t h e academic diligence of 

complet ing cou r se evaluations with academic , not commercia l , gains. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the T h r e s h e r 
editorial s t a f f . 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Yoo headline hides 
reality of torture 
To the editor: 

Carelessly selected words can do 
grave harm, even when none is in-
tended. For a case in point, consider 
the Theshe/s recent story about the 
visit of John Yoo to the Baker Institute 
("Berkeley prof Yoo: Harsh interro-
gation OK for terrorists," Nov. 10). 
Yoo is one of the principal authors 
of the infamous "torture memos," 
drafted in the Justice Department 's 
Office of Legal Council and leaked 
to the press in 2002. He is one of the 
lawyers who originated the perverse 
vocabulary that the Bush administra-
tion has used ever since, a discourse 
of calculated deception that covertly 
defines "torture" so narrowly that 
only the most fiendish abuse would 
ever result in prosecution. This is 
what enables Bush and his admin-
istration to keep a straight face as 
they assert in public that "America 
stands against torture," even while 
routinely inflicting torture on mere 
suspects who have been secretly 
incarcerated and deprived of any 
adequate opportunity to establish 
their innocence. 

For the president to deliberately 
play fast and loose with a word like 
to r tu re is unforgivable. But the 
Thresher's, headl ine for the Yoo 
story also does harm by interpreting 
Yoo's message to be "Harsh Inter-
rogation OK for Terrorists." These 
euphemistic words do not do justice 
to the heedlessness of the practices 
being carried out in the name of the 
American people. Inadvertently they 
give aid and comfort to the torturers. 
Suspicion is no guarantee of guilt. In 
the absence of due process, neither 
Yoo nor anyone else has adequate 
g rounds for confidence that the 
prisoners are indeed "terrorists." Still 
more to the point, what Yoo approves 
as "OK" is not just "interrogation," 
which need not be vicious, but tor-
ture, plain and simple. Let us call 
things by their right names. Not to 
do so is to embolden evil and clothe 
ii in a spurious respectability. 

Thomas L. Haskell 
Professor of History 

Armenian conspiracy 
spreads genocide lie 
To the editor: 

To read Mhai r Dekmez ian ' s 
column is disturbing ("Armenian 
genocide must not be denied," Nov. 
17). For 90 years, Armenians have 
been propagating their biased view of 
the tragic events that befell Muslims 
and Armenians in Eastern Ottoman 
territories between 1890 and 1923. 
Allegations are always subjective and 
based on hearsay, never backed by 
hard evidence. Infusing huge sums 
into the genocide lie, Armenians 
effectively control the propaganda 
network — movie industry, aca-
demia, media and politics — and lies 
become truth. Conversely, Turks 
argue that distortion of history can-
not fool anyone. 

The outcome? Newspapers pub-
lish pro-genocide articles, rejecting 
Turkish protest letters. Television 

stations air Armenian-sponsored 
documentaries, refusing to show 
balancing productions that stress 
the Armenian revolt. High school 
k ids a re a s s i g n e d h o m e w o r k s 
on the "first genocide of the 20th 
century," but principals, superinten-
dents and education boards ignore 
parents' protests. 

TheTurks ' challenge is to oppose 
smear, prejudice and injustice on 
purely scholarly grounds, avoiding 
the very tactics used by Arme-
nians. Every word they pronounce 
should be backed by hard archival 
material, plenty of which exists in 
the Ottoman, Russian, British and 
American archives. 

Had Dekmezian wanted to apply 
similar scrutiny to his arguments, he 
would have asked himself why the 
New York Times published 145 anti-
Ottoman and not one pro-Ottoman ar-
ticle in 1915—a textbook example of 
censorship. Consequently, he would 
have seen the suspicious relationship 
between the then New York Times 
owner Albert Ochs and the then 
U.S. Ambassador to the Ottoman 
Empire, an arch-Arinenophile, Hen-
ry Morgenthau. He would have read 
the Mayewsky and Hamlin reports 
to understand that not just "two Ar-
menians leading czarist battalions," 
but whole divisions of Taslmak and 
Hinchak fighters revolted against 
the legitimate Ottoman Government, 
massac r ing Musl ims , a iming to 
create an Armenian majority there. 
He would have seen the letters by 
Boghos Nubar, head of the Armenian 
delegation to the Paris Peace Confer-
ence, saying that "Armenians have 
been de facto belligerents since the 
beginning of the war" and showing 
that of the 700,000 Armenians relo-
cated, 390,000 had been accounted 
for in postbellum, restricting total 
losses due to disease, massacres 
and war to 310,000, one-fifth of 
what Dekmezian claims. Finally, 
he would have seen the Ottoman 
and Russian Archives for evidence 
of 600,000 Muslims slaughtered by 
separatist Armenians. 

I hereby challenge our Armenian 
friends to stop their demagogy and 
produce hard data about their claims. 
But, please, do not use the Andonian 
le t te rs attributed to Talaat Pasha 
anymore, for they have been proven 
to be forgeries. 

Ozgur Inal 
Economics graduate student 

Backpage, genocide 
reactions hypocritical 
To the editor: 

I want to call attention to two 
events this s emes t e r in relation 
to the Thresher. First , a se r i e s 
of mildly offensive jokes that ap-
peared on the traditionally scan-
dalous Sept. 15 Backpage . T h e 
administration and several s tudent 
groups responded with letters, de-
manding investigations, apologies 
and resignations. They also set up a 
highly publicized fo rum to discuss 
discrimination and diversity. 

Let us compare this to a letter 
that was published in response to 
an article about Harvard University 
Professor Samantha Power's lec-
ture on present and past genocide 

("Armenian genocide a historical 
fallacy," Nov. 10). ITie letter was 
written by graduate student Ensen 
Erdemir, who described why Turks 
believe that there was no genocide 
in their country at that time. There 
were three responses to that letter: 
a column by Mhair Dekmezian and 
two letters written in agreement with 
Erdemir's perspective ("Armenian 
genoc ide must not be denied ," 
"Lecture addressed Turks unfairly" 
and "Thresher exhibits admirable 
neutrality," Nov. 17). 

Where was the administration 
then? And faculty m e m b e r s and 
student groups like AI)VANCE?This 
near complete lack of response, in 
contrast to the earlier incident, only 
serves to sabotage the legitimacy 
of the goals of these groups and 
individuals. They are essentially 
affirming the factually incorrect , 
discriminatory and insulting letter 
published as serious content in a 
university-affiliated paper. 

Actively denying a historical fact 
is not something that should go un-
noticed at an academic institution. 
Texas is one of the few U.S. states 
that has not publicly used the term 
genocide to describe the tragedy 
that resulted in more than one mil-
lion dead Armenians. Let us set an 
example and condemn those who 
try to justify such actions. Rather 
than ignoring hate speech, let us 
stand up in defense of the Armenian 
people and compensate for all these 
years of silence. We owe them and 
the countless victims of other geno-
cides so much for our negligence. 
We can begin right here and at 
every institute of higher learning in 
America, to show that we value truth 
and justice. 

Alice Townes 
Will Rice sophomore 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice. edu. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher r ese rves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptions a re 
available for $50 domestic and 
$125 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and clas-
sified advertisements. Adver-
tisements must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to a Friday publication date. 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 
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Guest column 

Racism colors treatment of Hispanic Studies 
Could there be institutional 
racism at Rice? Surely not, we would 
like to think. And there is no way our 
quality administration could hold 
racist views, much less 
put them into action. 

I beg to differ. There 
actually is a worsening 
tradition of preventing 
growth of Hispanism at 
Rice. In 2001, there were 25 
professors with academic 
interests in Latin America, 
but these positions have 
dwindled to fewer than 
10. Those professors who 
left are not being replaced 
with other I^atin American 
tenure-track professors. Not only 
does this detract from Rice's depth 
academically, but it also reflects that 
Rice is an institution uninterested 
in true diversity for benefit of all 
its students. 

Marina 
Post 

Hispanic culture 
is crucial to our 

community in 
Houston and Texas, 

and Rice needs 
to attract students 

and professors 
who will represent 

the community. 

One might also look at the stu-
dent body racial make-up for some 
clues. Twelve percent of the Rice 
student body is Hispanic. However, 
43 percent of Texas is Hispanic. If 
Rice is to really impact the com-
munity, a service President David 
Leebron promoted in his Vision 
for the Second Century, then we 
have to respect and represent the 
cultures of the community propor-
tionally. Hispanic culture is crucial 

to our community in Houston and 
Texas, and Rice needs to attract 
students and professors who will 
represent the community. 

Unfortunately, there 
is a pervasive stereotype 
of Hispanics: that they 
are second-rate because 
they are seen occupy-
ing jobs of lower status, 
such as c leaning and 
construction — and they 
are associated with ille-
gal immigration. As the 
stereotype goes, the only 
reason to learn Spanish 
is to communicate with 
these supposed lower 

classes. The discrimination is so 
strong that even Rice students can 
be heard saying "I don't want to learn 
to speak 'maid.'" Just compare this 
to the elitist attitudes about learning 
French or German, less commonly 
spoken languages. While French 
and German literatures are praised, 
Hispanic literature goes ignored and 
dismissed. 

On an institutional level, admin-
istrators follow these racist biases. 
Asian and European studies are 
increasingly being supported at Rice, 
with, for example, a Focus Europe 
program, but Latin America has 
actively been ignored. 

Even beyond the growing His-
panic population and institutional 
racism, the lack of support for 
Hispanic Studies is entirely unjusti-
fied. Hispanic Studies is the third 
most popular major in the School of 
Humanities. Despite this demand, 
the department has gone from 20 
faculty and lecturers in 1996 to 5 
tenure-track positions and 2 visiting 
faculty. The deparUnent has no Ph.D. 
program, in spite of many attempts by 
donors and faculty to start a Hispanic-
Studies Ph.D. All of Rice suffers 
from this stagnation. For example, 
now that Professor Rafael Salaberry 
has left, master's students will not 
be trained to teach the overflowing 
classrooms of Spanish 101. 

Currently, the Hispanic Studies 
Department is facing its harshest 

blow yet. Plans are being discussed 
for a merger of the Classical, French, 
G e r m a n and Hispanic S tud ies 
Depar tments . No rationale has 
been provided for why the merger 
should take place. Hispanic Studies 
is the department that would bring 
the most students to the merged 
department but would also suffer 
the greatest loss: It should be larger 
and have more resources than those 
of other departments. No promises 
have been made to Hispanic Stud-
ies to give it higher representation 
after the merger. Tlius, we perceive 
the merger as a great threat to 
the quality study of Hispanic lit-
erature and culture, and especially 
to the study of Latin American 
cultural contributions. 

Even Rice students 
can be heard saying 

"I don't want to learn 
to speak 'maid. 

Hispanism at Rice, def ined 
here as Latin Americanism, is not 
at square one. It simply needs to 
be freed of current suffocating 
factors — and instead supported. 
The proposed merger should not 
take place with the lack of rationale 
given so far. Also, the administration 
needs to make a significant effort 
to keep professors in Latin studies 
and to fulfill the lost chairs. Rice 
needs stronger support for studies 
involving I^atin America, including 
travel grants and more faculty. Also, 
the Hispanic Studies Department 
needs a Ph.D. program. Greater 
support of I^itin studies can make 
Rice stronger in general and more 
attractive — especially to Hispanic 
students, who need to be fairly rep-
resented and supported at Rice. 

Marina Post is a Will Rice College 
senior. Alberto Herrera, a Brown College 
senior, contributed to this column. 

Guest column 

Educate for prevention on World AIDS Day 
A r o u n d t h i s time of year, most stu-
dents get so caught up in academic 
work, social lives and extracurricular 
activities that we lose sight of the 
world around us. How-
ever, World AIDS Day is 
not a day that should be 
regarded with only a pass-
ing glance, like so many 
o t h e r c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
holidays. Just look at Labor 
Day, which is recognized 
by most students as merely 
an extra day to sleep in. 
While the timing is incon-
venient for Rice students, 
Dec. 1 is set aside as one 
day out of the year for us to 
stop and recognize the impact that 
AIDS has on society. 

Sanna 
Ronkainen 

24,000 Houstonians 
are HIV positive. 

According to UNAIDS, the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV 
and AIDS, approximately 39.5 mil-
lion people worldwide are infected 
with HIV. That number translates 
to approximately 11,286 times the 
population of Rice, or eight times the 
population of Houston, In this past 
year alone, 2.9 million people have 
died from AIDS-related illnesses. To 
put that number in perspective, this 
figure is approximately four times I he 
total number of U.S. combat deaths 
since the Revolutionary War. 

This year marks only the 25th an-
niversary of the discovery of AIDS, 
when a few doctors in the Los An-

geles area recognized an abnormal 
immunodeficiency in a small group 
of homosexual males. The actual 
date and location of the origin of the 

disease are unknown, but 
for something only a few 
years older than most of 
us, AIDS has had a dev-
astating effect. 

While 63 percent of 
those infected are miles 
away in Africa, the epi-
demic is spreading into 
Rice's backyard at an 
alarming rate — 24,000 
Houstonians are HIV posi-
tive, and rates of infection 
are not declining. Being 

inside the hedges and the bubble in 
which most of us live, many at Rice 
never consider that this disease can 
affect them. But in today's world it 
is increasingly uncommon not to be 
somehow impacted by AIDS. 

This general lack of knowledge 
about HIV is true for much of the 
population, and even many of those 
who are at high risk for HIV infection 
do not even know the basic facts. 
According to the Centers for I )isease 
Control, approximately 25 percent of 
those who are infected do not even 
know they are HIV positive. For this 
epidemic to stop, we need a public 
that is informed about HIV. 

As well-educated future leaders, it 
is imperative that we. Rice students, 
educate ourselves about HIV/AIDS 
now to protect ourselves not only 
from the disease but the common 
misconceptions and the stigma that 
1IIV/AII )S bears. So, take some time 
this World AII )S I )ay and learn some-
thing new about HIV/AIDS. Educate 

yourself on HIV transmission, cost 
of treatment or the physiological ef-
fects of the disease. Maybe in your 
lifetime you will be lucky enough 
to not be confronted directly with 
AIDS, but that would put you in the 
fortunate minority. 

Sanna Ronkainen 
College junior. 

is a Mart el 

Guest column 

Put students behind counter 
to solve 13th Street woes 
I love the idea of having a sand-
wich shop on campus as a readily 
available alternative to servery 
food. I applaud 13th Street as the 
only on-campus food 
provider open to the 
general public for ex-
tended hours — unlike 
Sammy's and Willy's 
Pub, which have limited 
hours. However, over 
the last few months, I 
have become more and 
more dissatisfied with 
the quality of food and 
service at 13th Street. 

When 13th Street 
opened at the begin-
ning of the Fall 2005 semester, 
both the quality and selection of 
sandwiches were excellent. These 
days, the six varieties of sturdy, 
square buns have been replaced 
by a series of inferior alternatives. 
First there were overly crumbly 
white and wheat bread and impos-
sible-to-bite-into ciabatta rolls. 
And now there is the type of sand-
wich bread bought by the loaf in a 
store or offered in the serveries' 
make-your-own-sandwich bars. 
The buns themselves would not 
prompt this complaint were it not 
for the blatantly less-than-fresh 
lettuce, tomatoes, tuna salad and 
other ingredients. Lettuce is often 
noticeably browned—even more 
so than servery salad at 7:15 p.m. 
And the tuna salad is not only 
spread sparsely, but it also rarely 
tastes fresh. 

However, even with less-than-
wholesome ingredients, I would 
not have an issue with 13th Street 
were it not for the lackluster 
service. 13th Street is the only 
fast-food-type eatery I know where 
a customer has to wait at least 10 
minutes for her order regardless 
of whether there are 10 or 0 other 
customers present. This makes 
patronizing 13th Street hardly 
convenient for Rice students, 
faculty, employees and other folks 
in a time crunch between classes, 
work or other engagements. 

The bad service from 13th 
Street offers more for anecdotes 
than it does for sandwiches. In 
addition to employees losing or-
der forms somewhere in the trip 
between the customers' hands and 
their hands, I have put up with in-
correct condiments—including a 
piece of filter paper stuck to a slice 
of cheese—and general confusion 
over simple sandwich requests. 

Emilia 
Calvaressi 

In one case, I had an employee 
ask me if I did indeed want two 
sandwiches since I handed him 
two order forms. 

What do I suggest 
the management of 13th 
Street do to ameliorate 
these issues? I pro-
pose they place more 
emphas i s on quality 
ingredients and quality 
service. Although there 
are signs prominently 
displayed in the store 
providing an e-mail ad-
dress and phone num-
ber to which comments 
should be directed, the 

comments I sent via e-mail in early 
November have gone unacknowl-
edged. Afriend who also sent com-
ments about 13th Street's service 
did not receive a response. This 
forces me to assume that their 
customer feedback mechanisms 
need to be restructured or given 
more weight. 

A Thresher article about 13th 
Street mentioned that while em-
ployees would initially be people 
from off-campus, the manage-
ment would consider hiring Rice 
students ('"13th Street' to replace 
Subway," Aug. 19,2005). I believe 
the time to start hiring students 
is now and that this would be the 
ideal way to improve service. 
Rice students are generally a 
hardworking, motivated and witty 
crowd, and incorporating them 
into the staff of 13th Street would 
integrate students' opinions and 
perspectives into the establish-
ment. Throw in some perks like 
free sandwiches, snacks and 
smoothies, and I am sure there 
will be takers. 

Overall, 13th Street is a fine 
establishment that provides a 
valuable service to Rice students, 
faculty and staff. However, with 
some additional consideration and 
work on the part of the manage-
ment, it has the opportunity of 
becoming a great or even excellent 
establishment that will serve Rice 
well into the future. It is my hope 
that the staff of 13th Street will 
consider customer feedback to 
improve the quality of their food 
and service and start hiring Rice 
students as employees as a way 
to more fully work itself into the 
Rice community. 

Emilia Calvaresi 
College sophomore. 

is a Jones 
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Gaming, gaming and more gaming 
Fondren Library staff member Sid Byrd joined in on the fun in the 12-hour-long Second Annual National Game 
Day Event on Saturday, Nov. 18 hosted by Rice's gaming club, FAST WARP. 

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM HOUSTON PRESENTS 

The Lester and Sue Smith Distinguished Lecture Series 

WOLF BLITZER 
discusses 
the 

WORLD TODAY 

For more than two decades, Wolf Biitzer, CNN television journalist and author, 
hos reported on a wide range of major breaking news stories around the world. 
He joins us to discuss the current affairs of the world toady. 

Sunday, December 3, 2006 - 7:30 p.m. 
, • , ' ' ' ' . . • . • 
Cuilen^heater/Wortham Center 
501 Texas Street 
Houston, TX 77002 

FREE ADMISSION. TICKET REQUIRED. 

General admission tickets available from Holocaust Museum Houston only. 

To register online, visit www.hmh.org/register.asp?event=9. 

This lecture is generously underwritten by 

The Lester & Sue Smith Foundation 

Special thanks to Con t i nen ta l S3| 
A i r l i nes 8S i 

Offiool Airline of Hofexowt Museum Houston 

J i 
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM HOUSTON 

Education Center and Memorial 

713-942-8000 / www.hmh.org 

WILLIAMS 
From page 1 

Floyd also declined to say if Wil-
liams had helped authorities or if he 
had led them to Mirza. Floyd said he 
thinks Williams pled guilty because 
he decided he had gone too far and 
wanted to ensure no one got hurt. 

"My belief is that Kobie had a 
change of heart during this affair," 
Floyd said. "[1 think] through intro-
spection he decided that what he 
was doing was an improper way of 
expressing his beliefs and decided 
for the safety of Americans he should 
come forward and tell the authorities 
what he knew." 

Director of News and Media 
Relations BJ Almond said Williams 
resigned from Wee last week for 
personal reasons. 

Faculty, staff and some students 
who worked with Williams declined 
to comment, but other students 
expressed their shock of the indict-
ment. They described Williams as 
friendly and always helpful. 

"[He was a] very nice, quiet, mild 
mannered guy who was fun to talk 
to and was very good natured and 
friendly," Civil and Environmental 
Engineering graduate student Ross 
Gordon said. 

Gordon, who interacted with 
Williams through several labs and 
projects, said Williams is a good per-
son who was always willing to help on 
projects. Gordon said as a department 
technician, Williams helped CEVF 
professors run their labs; he was 
also responsible for helping profes-
sors with computing and mechanical 
needs for research projects. Gordon 
said Williams had been at Rice since 
Gordon began attending Kit e four 
and a half years ago. 

An undergraduate student, who 
requested to remain anonymous, 
said he reacted with disbelief when 
he heard about Williams' arrest and is 
reluctant to draw any conclusions. 

"I'm giving the benefit of doubt 
to a friend and trusted teacher," lie 
said. "He couldn't hurt a fly. He's 
really nice guy, and I still believe 

that. Obviously, I haven't seen 
testimony — I could stand to be 
corrected, but it's not likely." 

The student said he interacted 
often with Williams, who would help 
students on projects on his own 
time. The student said that he knew 
Williams is a Muslim from several 
conversations but that he never dis-
cussed his political views. The student 
said he hopes the indictment reflects 
a bargain with investigators rather 
than a true confession. 

Floyd said he believes Williams 
has shown significant remorse and 
a transformation in his beliefs and 
that he should not have to spend any 
time in prison. 

"Kobie's a good guy," Floyd said. 
"Everyone makes mistakes and gets 
carried away. He's someone who 
truly deserves a second chance—at 
this point in his life, he is absolutely 
no threat to anyone. He's truly a 
good guy always willing to lend a 
helping hand." 

Floyd said he h a s b e c o m e 
acqua in ted with the American 
Muslim community through vol-
unteer work for the American Civil 
Liberties Union, in which he helped 
Muslims solicited for interrogation 
by the FBI. 

"There is a certain segment of 
the Muslim population, especially 
among younger men, who are very 
upset about affairs in the Middle 
East and the current administration's 
handling of those affairs," Floyd 
said. "They truly believe that de-
fending those Muslim countries 
invaded by outsiders is not only 
justified under Islamic law but is 
obligatory. I can't tell you whether 
Kobie reached that level, but I know 
from researching these issues that 
it's not a widespread or commonly 
held belief among Muslims in this 
country, but does exist among a 
certain small segment of the youth." 

—Risa Gordon contributed to this 
article. 

ESPERANZA 
From page I 

Will Rice freshman RyanThaner 
said lie was impressed by the event 
and enjoyed the evening. 

"The whole presentation of the 
dance was really professional and 
inviting," he said. "Everybody 
seemed to have a good time and said 
they can't wait to go next year." 

Esperanza was a significant mon-
eymaker and student attraction for 
RFC as recently as three years ago. 

The decline in profitability resulted 
from a decline in attendance. The 
2001 Esperanza at the NASA Space 
Center attracted 1,000 students, 
while last year's event at the Grand 
Room Event Center drew only 400. 
Esperanza lost $4,000 in 2005. The 
event earned $2,000 in 2003 when it 
was held at the Koch Building and 
lost $2,000 in 2004 when it was held 
at the Westin Galleria. 

Free Laser 
Treatment 

Males over 18 years 
old, in good health, with 
oily facial and forehead skin. 

Study involves 6 visits 
over 6 - 8 months. 

You will receive a stipend 
for participating in 
the study 

Call Sarah at 
713-791-9966 

http://www.hmh.org/register.asp?event=9
http://www.hmh.org
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Nov. 14-Nov. 25. 

Residential Colleges 
Sid Richardson College Nov. 14 

Brown College Nov. 16 

Sid Richardson College Nov. 17 

Brown College 

Brown College 

Nov. 25 

Nov. 25 

Academic Buildings 

Herman Brown Hall Nov. 14. 

Bicycle stolen. 

S u b j e c t s o l i c i t i n g m a g a z i n e 
subscriptions reported. 
Two students reported being solicited 
for magazine sales and complained 
of possibly being ripped off. 
Student reported peephole removed 
and reversed in her door while she 
was in the shower. Subject fled scene 
with peephole assembly before being 
confronted by resident. 
Two sub jec ts ar res ted for credi t 
c a r d f r a u d a n d r e m a n d e d t o 
Harris County Jail. 

Vacuum cleaner stolen. 

Other Buildings 

Mudd Lab 

Parking Lots 

North College Lot 

West Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

Other Areas 

Main St. and 
University Blvd. 

Graduate Apartments Nov. 17 

Off Campus Nov. 17 

Off Campus 

Off Campus 

Off Campus 

Off Campus 

Entrance 17 

Rice Stadium 

Nov. 22 All-terrain vehicle stolen. 

Nov. 8 Motor vehicle burglarized. 

Nov. 14 Bus involved in accident. 

Nov. 17 Unattended vehicle struck. 

Nov. 2 1 Off icer observed two s tudents 
running by Sid Richardson College 
with a baseball bat. Officer took 
possession of bat and released 
students. 

Nov. 15 Driver of car parked in right lane 
wanted in Montgomery County. 
Subject arrested and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 

Conference table stolen. 

During off-campus escort, officers 
observed subject sitting in driver's 
seat of vehicle during off-campus 
escort. Subject released to friend 
and instructed to stay in caretaker's 
apartment. 

Nov. 17 Subject rode bicycle around university 
for over an hour. Officer spoke with 
subject after seeing him ride on city 
sidewalk. Non-Rice subject arrested 
for failure to identify and possession 
of marijuana and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

Nov. 17 Subject tampered with parked car. 

Nov. 19 Shots fired in area. Witness reported 
shots originated from 5615 Chaucer 
Drive, a Rice-owned house. 

Nov. 20 Vehicle damaged at Chaucer. 

Nov. 22 Escort driver reported two vehicles 
driving recklessly and racing down 
Entrance 17. One subject arrested 
for unlawfully carrying nine millimeter 
handgun. Both subjects arrested 
for driving while intoxicated and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Nov. 22 Wallet stolen. 

Financial modeling minor 
moves to Faculty Senate 

by Stephanie Jennings 
niKI-SHI K STAI I-

The Committee on Undergraduate 
Curriculum voted Monday to send 
a proposal for a six-course financial 
modeling minorto the Faculty Senate, 
recommending the minor's approval. 
'Hie Faculty Senate will vote on the 
proposal at its I )ec. 6 meeting. 

Committee chair Terrence Doody 
said members of the committee who 
support the proposal do so because 
it is unique. 

"They think that it will provide a set 
of skills that the market finds very valu-
able that no other department offers," 
Doody, ;in English professor, said. 

If approved, the minor will be a 
joint venture between the economics 
and statistics departments, and a com-
mittee of representatives from both 
departments will oversee it. 

Doody said some commi t t ee 
members expressed concerns that the 
minor would be redundant for econom-
ics and mathematical economic analy-
sis majors. They also asked whether 
students would declare the minor 

Leebron's salary ranks high 
compared to peer institutions 

by Natalie Kone 
THKEKHKK STAPH' 

Even during his sabbatical year 
spent at Duke University, former 
President Malcolm Gillis was Rice's 
top salary earner — making more 
than David Leebron did in his first 
year as president—with a total com-
pensation package of $791,451 forthe 
f i seal year2004-'05.1 x'ebron, who was 
inaugurated in July 2004, made 
$712,877 that year, according to a 
survey by the Chronicle of Higher 
Education. 

Published last Friday, the annual 
salary report lists top-paid executives 
at 670 private colleges and 183 public-
colleges—125 more institutions than 
last year's report. The most recent 
figures from private institutions are 
compiled for fiscal year 2004-'05 
and are based on public information 
released by the IRS. Figures from 
public institutions are from 2006-'07. 

A c c o r d i n g to the Chronicle, 
Leebron's full compensation package 
was just $717 less than that of Gillis 
during Gillis'final year as president, 
but Leebron's salary was $603,931, 
up from Gillis' salary of $550,000. 
Leebron's compensation for fiscal 
year 2004-'05 also includes the costs 
of relocating to Houston and double 
the normal retirement contribution 
because Rice's retirement plan oper-
ates on the calendar year, Director 
of News and Media Relations BJ Al-
mond said. These extras accounted 
for $50,000 of the figure reported. 

Next in rank on Rice's payroll 
was Vice President for Investments 
and T r e a s u r e r Scott Wise, who 
made $510,680 in pay and $92,552 

in benefits, Almond said. Provost 
Gene Levy made $389,000 in pay and 
$90,235 in benefits, and Computer 
Science Professor Ken Kennedy 
received $393,333 in compensation 
and $35,359 in benefits. Then-foot-
ball coach Ken Hatfield did not make 
the top five list. 

Almond said Rice salaries for 
top earners fall in line with those at 
comparable schools. The Compen-
sation Committee of the Board of 
Trus tees is responsible for approv-
ing the salaries of the president and 
other top university officials. 

"As a general rule, we find that 
salaries for Rice officials tend to fall in 
the middle range of our peer group," 
he said. "Like its peer universities, 
Rice annually goes through a series 
of steps, including participating in 
salary surveys, to ensure that we 
are paying senior administrators 
appropriately." 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Shelby Joe said he thinks Leebron's 
salary is appropriate. 

"I would say it's completely in 
line with what an executive should 
be paid. He r u n s a top- t ie red 
university," he said. 'To attract the 
best people, you have to pay them 
accordingly." 

Wiess College senior Maureen 
Johnson said she thinks the univer-
sity may be paying I^eebron more 
than it should. 

'That sounds like a lot to me," 
s h e said. "I g u e s s my b igges t 
concern is that there is an external 
fairway of setting salaries.The price 
sounds high." 

Across the nation, the number 
of college presidents earning more 

than $500,000 in salary and benefits 
surged 53 percent over the year, 
according to the Chronicle. Five 
college presidents made more than 
$1 million. 

T h e m o s t m a r k e d s a l a r y 
increase was among public-institution 
p r e s i d e n t s . T h e n u m b e r of 
public universities who paid their 
presidents at least $500,(XX) almost 
doubled, from 23 to 42, the Chronicle 
reported. 

T h e top ea rne r for fiscal year 
2004-'05 was the fo rmer pres ident 
ofWilmington College in Delaware, 
Audrey Doberstein, who ea rned 
a total of $2,746,241. She s tepped 
down in June 2005 after 26 yea r s 
as president . 

"As e v i d e n c e d in Chronicle 
story, the competition for university 
presidents, both at private and public 
institutions, is very keen, and the 
job of a university president is grow-
ing in complexity and demands," 
Almond said. 

Columbia and Tulane universi-
ties paid their presidents more than 
$600,000 in salary and benefits in 
2004-'05, the Chronicle reported. 
Former Harvard University Presi-
dent Lawrence H. Summers was 
paid $595,871. 

The median compensation for 
presidents of public research univer-
sities and public-college systems is 
$374,846, up this year by 4.1 percent, 
the Chronicle r epor ted .The Univer-
sity ofTexas at Austin is paying cur-
rent President William C. Powers 
Jr. $599,727 in salary and benefits. 
University of Houston President 
Jay Gogue is making $591,863 this 
vear. 

PRESIDENTIAL SALARIES 

Y a l e 
Richard Levin * 

Rice 
eehrnn ' 

salary: St tS.S22-

total compensation: $778,935 

David Leebron 

P r i n c e t o n 
Shirley Tityhman 

H a r v a r d 
Lawrence Summers 

D u k e h * 
Richard Brodhead • 

total compensation; $712.877 

total compensation: $595,982 

total compensation: $595,871 

m e d i a n 
for all colleges • 

total compensation: $532 672 

total compensation $374.846 

solely to pad their transcripts. 
"There wasn't much opposition to 

the minor since it is so specialized," 
Doody said. 

He said there was a larger dis-
cussion on the role of minors in the 
undergraduate curriculum, which 
included how to prevent students 
from collecting multiple majors and 
multiple minors. 

" [ People are asking whether | Rice 
is moving toward majors and minors 
versus double majors," Doody said. 
"Since Rice's requirements are very 
high in the humanities, a double ma-
jor does not expand possibilities — it 
doubles requirements and limits the 
possibility of electives, especially in 
the senior year." 

The committee also heard from 
Jesse H. Jones Graduate School 
of Managemen t r ep resen ta t ives 
Monday about the possibility of 
a business minor. Doody said the 
committee will discuss the minor at 
its next meeting in mid-December 
and then vote on whether to send it 
to the Faculty Senate with or without 
a recommendation. 

F R E E E C ! D e c e m b e r 6 . 2 0 0 6 

We're celet>rating increased access to emergency contraception ( E C ) ! 

EC can safely and effectively prevent pregnancy if started 
within five days of unprotected sex. Everyone, regardless of age. 

can get EC at Planned Parenthood® — and now, for people 18 and 
older, EC is available over the counter. 

Stop toy Planned Parenthood at 3601 Fann in 
starting at 9am on December 6. 2006 and receive 

FREE EC* to keep cat home — just in case. 

P l a n n e d P a r e n t h o o d 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc 

A plan yow can /ove with. 

pphouston. org 
7 1 3 . 5 2 2 . 3 < ? 7 6 

"one por p«rson. wliilo supplies lost photo II ) rBcitiimd 
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Hungry f o r a night 
Brown college sophomore Bonny Chang, Lovett College junior Kathleen Hanson and Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Laura Shepard eat out of a bin of rice at the Hunger Banquet Nov. 18. The banquet, organized by the Rice Stu-
dent Volunteer Program, exposed students to simulated living conditions of people who live below the poverty line. 

Baker Institute 2007 Summer in DC Intern Program 

The James A. Baker ill Institute for Public Policy is seek-
ing applicants for its 2007 Jesse Jones Leadership Center 
Summer in Washington DC Policy Research Internship 
Program. The program will provide stipends sufficient to 
support a select group of Rice undergraduates conducting 
policy-making research at government agencies, private 
think tanks, and NGOs in DC in summer 2007. Those ac-
cepted must he currently enrolled as full-time undergradu-

ates through fall 2007. Those selected will attend a seminar on public policy and global 
affairs coterminous with their internships in DC. write a research report for publication 
and presentation before Rice faculty and researchers at the beginning of fall semester 
2007, and also organize a public policy education activity for academic year 2007/2008. 
Applicants are individually responsible for selecting and establishing internships and 
residency in DC. Interested students should send the following materials by January 2l> 
to Dr. Steven Lewis, Washington Internship Committee, Baker Institute. MS-40: 

1. A letter of application with your campus and home addresses, tele-
phone numbers and e-mail addresses; 

2. A short essay of no more than 600 words describing your career 
goals, your internship plans (including the organizations to which 
you have applied or intend to apply), and how these tie in with the 
mission and policy research programs of the Baker Institute; 

3. A resume; 

4. An official, sealed transcript; 

5. One letter of recommendation, preferably from a Rice faculty 
member or researcher, who can discuss your ability to conduct 
policy research. 

Questions should be addressed to swlewis@rice.edu. 

Medical examiner releases 
Lloyd's cause of death 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e Harris County M e d i c a l 
Examiner's Office determined exer-
tion and possession of sickle-cell trait 
contributed to the death of Lovett 
College freshman Dale Lloyd Sept 25. 
Lloyd, a defensive back on the foot-
ball team, collapsed at a conditioning 
workout the day after Rice's g a m e 
against Honda State University and 
died the following morning. 

Chief Investigator Beverly Begay 
said Lloyd died of acute exertional 
rhabdomyo lys i s assoc ia ted with 
sickle-cell trait. 

According to a 1995 article in the 
Journal of Athletic Training by Uni-
versity of Alabama Team Physician 
James Robinson, acute exertional 
rhabdomyolysis is characterized by 
the release of enzymes into the blood 
by muscle cells damaged by vigor-
ous exercise. These enzymes break 
down into products that are harmful 
to the kidneys and cause imbalances 
in blood constituents. Severe cases 
of the condition can result in sudden 
collapse, and the disturbances in 

blood chemistry can result in heart 
problems and cardiac arrest. 

The study also found that ath-
letes who pos se s s sickle-cell trait 
are more susceptible to exertional 
rhabdomyolysis. Other risk factors 
include extreme heat and humid-
ity, high altitude, exercise-induced 
asthma and fatigue due to illness or 
s leep deprivation. 

Weather was mild the day Lloyd 
collapsed. 

Athle t ic D i r e c t o r Chris Del-
C o n t e said the autopsy resu l t s 
provide a s e n s e of c losure for the 
Rice community . 

"At least [we ] now have an 
understanding of what happened," 
DelConte said. "The not knowing 
makes it tougher for kids aged 18 to 
20 when you don't think about your 
own mortality. Now you can begin 
the true healing process." 

D e l C o n t e sa id t h e f o o t b a l l 
t eam h a s carried Lloyd's spirit 
with them. 

'"Hie season has been dedicated 
to [Dale] ," De lConte said. "His 
pass ing . . . galvanized this team. No 
other way can explain it." 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• SA President Althea Tupper, a Hanszen College senior, announced the 
senior committee will host a black, white and red-themed reception 
at President David Leebron's house Dec. 12 from 8-10 p.m. Seniors 
will receive invitations in their mailboxes. 

• SA Sports and Health Committee Chair Lindsay Zwiener, a Brown 
College sophomore, announced the Powderpuff all-star game will 
be Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. on Intramural Field 7. 

• SA External Vice President Ceci Mesta thanked the college presidents. 
Residential Dining Director Angela Riggs, the SA executive board and 
new student representatives for putting together the SA's pre-Home-
comingfootDall game tailgate. Mesta. a Martel College sophomore, 
said abuut 900 people attended the tailgate. Brown Senator Matt 
Youn said there was not enough tood at the tailgate, and Tupper 
said next year's tailgate will have more food because Housing and 
Dining will be able to estimate attendance more accurately. 

• Professor Emeritus of Sociology Chandler Davidson led a discus-
sion about the undergraduate experience at Rice. Davidson is the 
chair of the Committee on the Rice Undergraduate Program, which 
is seeking to articulate a vision for the undergraduate experience. 
Topics addressed included interdisciplinary courses, the division 
between science and engineering majors and other students, and 
the benefits of the college system. 

• Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman said the KPRC Local 2 news 
story ("Investigation: Rice students get pass on drinking, driving?" 
Nov. 26), contained misinterpreted information about police response 
to undergraduate drinking. (See editorial, page 2.) 

• Brown senior Vicky Pridgen announced the Rice Program Council 
calendar scheduling meeting for the spring semester will be Monday 
from 9-11 p.m. in Miner Lounge in the Student Center. 

The Student Association will not meet again until January. 

This 

STUDY BREAK 
IS 

OFF THE HOOK 
Monday, 

December 4 
8:30-11 PM 

Kelley Lounge 
Food, Fun,& 
No Studying 

Hosted by RUF 
No Gimmicks, Just Grub 

mailto:swlewis@rice.edu
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Admissions challenges continue post 
Grutter with civil rights complaint 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Supreme Court's2003 Grutter 
v. Bollinger decision — which allows 
universities to use race in admissions 
decisions provided they have consid-
ered race-neutral policies — led to 
changes in Rice's admissions policies, 
as well as a civil rights complaint 

The Department of Education's 
Office for Civil Rights is still investigat-
ing a 2004 complaint about Rice's use 
of race and ethnicity as "plus factors" 
in admissions decisions. The Center 
for Equal Opportunity, a conservative 
Virginia think tank headed by a Rice 
alumnus, filed the complaint which 
claims Rice is able to achieve sufficient 
diversity without using such factors. 

In compliance with Grutter 
— which calls for institutions to 
periodically review their admissions 
procedures to determine whether 
sufficient diversity could be obtained 
through race-neutral means — Rice 
is starting a periodic re-examination 
of its admissions policies. However, 
the review is not in response to the 
complaint, General Counsel Richard 
Zansitis said. The review will include 
representatives from the President's 
Office, the Dean of Undergraduates' 
Office, the Faculty Senate, the Pro-
vost's Office, the General Counsel's 
Office and the offices of Admissions 
and Financial Aid. The review will 
continue through the academic year 
and will also seek student and alumni 
input, Zansitis said. 

"(The review will ask,] 'How 
does diversity further Rice's ed-
ucational goals?'" Zansitis said. 
"'Does Rice have a critical mass 
of minority students? Are there 
addi t ional r ace -neu t r a l prac-
t ices Rice could be doing?'" 

The court shift 
Following the 1996 5th Circuit 

Courtof Appeals decision in Hopwood 
v. Tietasprohibitingtheuseofraceasa 
consideration in admissions decisions 
in I^ouisiana, Mississippi and Texas 
schools, Rice began using race-neutral 
procedures. But after Grutter, which 
overturned Hopwood, Rice and other 
institutions, including the University 
of Texas, changed their policies. 

Then-President Malcolm Gillis was 
quoted in an Aug. 9, 2003 Houston 
Chronicle article suggesting Rice 
would return to considering race 
and ethnicity in admissions, and die 
CEO filed a complaint against Rice 
Aug. 16, 2003. But Rice said it had 
not formally decided its admissions 
policy about race, so the Office for Civil 
Rights dismissed thecomplaint CEO 
President and General Counsel Roger 
Clegg (Will Rice 77) said. 

The Board of Trustees issued a 
diversity resolution Oct. 2, 2003, and 
Rice issued a press release Nov. 24, 
2003, announcing that after studying 
the alternatives it would return to a 
consideration of race and ethnicity as 
one of many "plus factors" in admis-
sions decisions. TheCE() then refiled 
its complaint, Clegg said. 

Rice was notified of the complaint 
in February 2(X)5 when OCR decided 
the complaint warranted further in-
vestigation. At the end of 2005, 
Rice was notified that OCR wanted 
documentation about Rice's decision 
to reintroduce race and ethnicity in 
admissions decisions, and the uni-
versity responded in February 2(X)6, 
Zansitis said. 

Should the OCR find Rice has 
violated die ruling, the agency would 
then seek to work out a resolution to the 
problem, he said. In the extreme case 
diat die resolution process does not 
work, the office could begin proceed-
ings to terminate Rice's federal funding 
or the Justice Department could file a 
lawsuit. Zansitis said he does not recall 
a case in which a university has had fed-
eral funding cut off for such a violation. 

H i e c o m p l a i n t 
Clegg said CEO filed thecomplaint 

because using race and ethnicity in 

admissions is a form of racial discrimi-
nation, making it both morally wrong 
and illegal. He said using data on stu-
dents found on Rice's Web site, Rice 
appeared to be able to achieve diver-
sity using the race-neutral guidelines it 
had to use pre-Grutter, because there 
was more diversity at Rice than at the 
University of Michigan, the institution 
sued for admissions discrimination in 
the Supreme Court case. Clegg said 
Rice declined to release admissions 
data beyond what was already avail-
able to CEO, so it was unable to run 
detailed analyses on Rice's admissions 
data before it made the complaint 

Clegg said racial and ethnic diver-
sity is overemphasized although it is 
important. 

"It certainly is not a bad thing to 
have that kind of diversity," Clegg 
said. "1 think that its value is greatly 
overrated. I don't think it justifies 
something as divisive and unfair as 
racial discimination." 

Zansitis said racial and ethnic 
diversity is an important aim for Rice, 
particularly since the college system 
breaks students into smaller groups. 
An institution's educational goals are 
not simply confined to the classroom, 
but also include interacting with those 
of different experiences on campus 
and in the colleges, he said. A 2003 
working group determined using race 
and ethnicity as "plus factors" were 
necessary to achieving Rice's goals. 

"It is important for what we do 
and for [President David] Leebron's 
vision for the future that we obtain 
a level of diversity so that students 
can interact in a multicultural world 
and become leaders in this diverse 
society," Zansitis said. 

But Clegg said assuming that racial 
and ethnic minorities have diverse 
backgrounds furthers stereotypes. 

"If a college wants to admit people 
from different socioeconomic back-
grounds or with different life experi-
ences or different perspectives, you 
can do all that, but it doesn't have to 
use race or ethnicity," Clegg said. 

Clegg said an ideal admissions 
policy would judge students solely 
on their merits. 

Associa te Genera l Counse l 
Carlos Garcia said the complaint 
does not truly center on Rice's 
implementat ion of admiss ions 

policies based on Grutter. 
"We're confident about how we're 

interpreting the details [of Grutter], 
but it's a political issue," he said. 

Rice is not the only university 
against which CEO has filed com-
plaints. The organization has filed 
admissions complaints against North 
Carolina State University and the 
College of William and Mary's law 
school, as well as schools in Texas, 
Clegg said. He declined to identify 
the other schools in Texas. 

The CEO has also filed complaints 
against other institutions alleging dis-
crimination in non-academic contexts, 
such as in summer programs, intern-
ships and scholarships. Clegg said 
complaints againstthe Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and Virginia 
Tech University have been successful. 
In these instances, the Department 
of Education investigation led to the 
programs being opened to students of 
all races and ethnicities, he said. 

DIANA YEN/THRESHER 

Need an Esperanza date? 
Jones College seniors Klrsten Doyle-Cooney and Aaron Holleman talk 
during Rice speed dating Nov. 16 in the Martel College Commons. The 
event was organized by a Leadership Rice group. 

Early Decision applications down 
by Amy Liu 

FOR THE THRESHER 

Early Decision applications 
declined 14 percent this year, 
down to 507 applications from 
last year's record-high 587. 

The decline comes as the 
Office of Admissions seeks to 
increase applicants so it can 
admit a 30-percent larger class 
in 2009 — and despite expecta-
tions that the number of Early 
Decision applications would con-
tinue to increase. Last year. Dean 
of Undergraduate Enrollment Ju-
lie Browning said she expected 
a national t rend of s tudents 
applying through Early Decision 
programs to continue. 

But Vice President for Enroll-
ment Chris Munoz said a reverse 
trend may be in effect. 

"We have several thousands 
of applications to go through 
yet," Munoz said. "I think it's 

really too early, [and] it's not 
that helpful in predicting what 
is going to happen [in this year's 
admissions process]." 

The drop may reflect a changing 
attitude toward universities' early 
admissions policies, and such a drop 
is not unique to Rice, Munoz said. 

"In the high school counselor 
world, there are counse lors 
concerned about high school 
students making commitments 
[by applying early]," he said. 

Munoz said several universi-
ties around the country, includ-
ing Harvard Universi ty and 
Princeton University, eliminated 
their early admissions programs 
this year, which may have dis-
couraged some students from 
applying early decision else-
where. Rice plans to continue 
its Early Decision program, 
Munoz said. 

"The main question about 
Early Decision is [whether] 

people of financial means were 
advantaged [by being able to 
apply early]," Munoz said. "But 
when we looked into the distribu-
tion, we saw that that concern did 
not hold true at Rice." 

Underrepresented minorities 
make up a larger percentage 
of this year's early admissions 
applicants than last year, Munoz 
said. Last year, about 5 percent of 
the Early Decision applicant pool 
was black and about 13 percent 
was Hispanic. Munoz declined 
to comment specifically on this 
year's demographic figures. 

"More African-Americans and 
Hispanics applied Early Decision 
at a higher rate compared to earlier 
years, but we're talking about small 
numbers of students," he said. 

Munoz said the drop in Early 
Decision applications does not 
necessa r i ly re f lec t any th ing 
about the Interim and Regular 
Decision pools. 

©o you have a s thma 
and reflux? 

Volunteers are needed to participate 
in a research study of an 

investigational medication for people 
with asthma and heartburn. 

Research Trial Participants must: 
• be 18-70 years of age 
• be taking an inhaled corticosteroid and long acting bronchodilator 

for asthma on a daily basis for at least the past 3 months 
• currently have symptoms of heartburn 

Eligible Participants will receive: 
• study related medical exams and study medication at no charge 

• compensation for time and travel 

Allergy & Asthma Associates of Houston Research Division 
Laura L. Somerville, MD, PhD 

(713) 797-6716 
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President's study break 
features western theme 

by Matthew McKee 
THRESHER KDHX 1R1A1. STAFF 

With a long and winding trail of 
finals to ride down before Winter 
Break, students will have the chance 
to saddle up and head west for the end-
of-semester study break. The Offices 
of the President and the Dean of 
Undergraduates will host the "Cowboy 
Up" Study Break Dec. 10 from 9-11 
p.m. in the Student Center. 

The western theme was chosen at 
the October meeting of the Student 
Center Advisory Council. 

"We came up with a phrase 
that would be western and right 
for finals," Director of Student and 
Recreation Centers Boyd Beckwith 
said. "People need to cowboy up in 
terms of finals, too." 

All of the food at the study break 
is provided free of charge, and the 
selection will include Frito pie. whole 
fruit, cookies, nachos, buffalo wings 
and sundaes. 

"One time we tried to get a little 
too healthy," Beckwith said. 'The 
student response was, 'We know we 
need to eat healthy, but finals isn't 
time to do it.' This year, we tried to 
do a combination of both, so we have 
whole fruit as well as Frito pie." 

Students will also be able to 
enter a lasso contest, attend a self-
relaxation class and receive free 
10-minute massages. 

Director of Rice Bands Chuck 

Throckmorton chose the music for 
the RMC Grand Hall, and performers 
will include the Rice Symphonic 
Band and "Music Everywhere" 
chamber ensembles. 

P r e s i d e n t David L e e b r o n 
normally attends end-of-semester 
study breaks, but he will not go the 
study break this semester because of 
another engagement, Beckwith said. 
However, Dean of Undergraduates 
Robin Forman will attend. 

Beckwith said he expects about 750 
student s to attend but cannot compare 
this number to previous years. 

'Typically, the fall [study break] is 
better attended than the spring one," 
Beckwith said. 

Beckwith would not specify the total 
cost of the Cowboy Up Study Break. In 
the past, end-of-semester study breaks 
have cost around $10,000. 

Wiess College sophomore Sam 
Horn believes that the price tag is 
unimportant. 

"I think that a lot of students 
deserve it," Horn said. "Rice isn't 
short on funds, and it doesn't go 
unappreciated." 

Baker College senior Gabe Francis 
has attended end-of-semester study 
breaks in the past, and he intends to go 
the Cowboy Up Study Break, as well. 

"They're typically very good," 
Francis said. "It's hard to turn down 
free food ... [The event is] pretty 
packed, and there's usually long lines 
waiting for the food." 

BILL OF RIGHTS DAY 
December 15<h 

Harris County Libertarian Party Presents 
Dinner and Discussion 

7:00-9:30pm 
Ninfa 's Gulf Freeway (at Monroe) 

Fajita Buffet: $20 

RSVP by 12/12icrystaimeadowsfr/ yahoo.com 

www.Iptcxas.org/harris 

Laser T reatment 
for Acne 
Research Study 

Looking for patients 18 and older 
with moderate to severe facial acne 
(approximately 20 lesions) willing 

to participate in our research study. 

Treatment for research related 
procedures will be offered at 

no charge to you. 

For further information, 
call Sarah at 

713-791-9966 

www.ricethresher.org 

* 
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Preparing for c\ '.struction 
The Collaborative Research Center, a joint project between Rice and the Texas Medical Center, will soon be 
built on the corner of Main Street and University Boulevard. The research tower has been designed to accom-
modate Rice students who will be able to use the tower's second floor class and seminar rooms. The building 
features meeting facilities, coffee bars, open stairways conducive to inter-floor interaction, and a continuous 
column-free laboratory bench and support designed to accommodate a wide range of research procedures. 

Tob market improves for current senior 
class as more companies recruit at Rice 

by Gary Johnson 
I'OK THK IHKESHKK 

This year's seniors have a better 
chance of landing a job than those 
from recent years, and their start-
ing salaries are likely to be higher 
as well. 

Career Services Assistant Direc-
tor for Recruiting IJatricia Payton said 
more companies are recruiting on 
campus this year due to an expand-
ing job market. 

"There are companies that have 
not recruited here at Rice for a 
number of years that are returning," 
Payton said. 

She said about 125 companies are 
recruiting on campus this year, up from 
about 100 companies last year. Compa-
nies have conducted 1,091 interviews 
on campus as of Tuesday. 

Career Services Associate Direc-
tor for Career Education Jackie Ming 
said more companies are learning 
about Rice — along with the job 
market — which partially explains 
the increase in recruiting on campus. 
At thisyear's Career Fair, held in Sep-
tember, more companies attended 
than in any year since 2000. 

Payton said many job offerscome 
from oil and gas, energy, consulting, 
technical and nonprofit companies. 
In addition to hiring science and 
engineering majors, energy and 
technical companies are hiring lib-
eral arls graduates to lill analyst and 
technical writing positions. 

Hing said il is not unusual for 
companies in the same industry to 
compete for students. 

Payton said many graduating 
seniors have been offered salaries 

that are, on average, $3,000-5,000 
higher than offers last year. 

Uing said a typical career path 
for many students is to work for two 
or three years and then go to gradu-
ate school. She said many pursue 
an M.B.A or a law degree. While 
the job market affects on-campus 
recrui t ing for employment , the 
number of students going directly 
to graduate school remains at about 
40 percent. 

"The percentage of s tudents 
goingto graduate school has remained 
consistent whether it is a bad job mar-
ket or a good one," Hing said. 

In the class of 2006, 51 percent 
of bachelor's degree recipients said 
they would immediately take a job, 
and 41 percent said they would 
immediately enter a graduate or 
professional school. 

Brown College senior Tommy 
Jackson, who plans to apply for entry 
into the University of Texas I .aw 
School next fall, said many students 
are stressed out about finding jobs. 

"Everyone is having to crunch 
to find a job and maintain grades," 
Jackson said. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
John Horstman has already signed 
with Wachovia, an investment bank-
ing company, and said many other 
students seem to have jobs lined 
up as well. 

"I felt like there were a lot of 
opportunities for Rice students," 
Horstman said. 

Career Adviser Megan Scarbor-
ough, a Brown sophomore, said 
many science and engineering majors 
already have jobs because oil and gas 
companies sign new hires early. 

Jackson said seniors are more 
w o r r i e d a b o u t b a l a n c i n g job 
searches with schoolwork than 
the offers alone because the com-
bination of searching for a job and 
homework is so time-consuming. 
Many students will not give up on 
their job search but will settle for 
a lower offer or the first thing that 
comes around, he said. 

Career Adviser Sabina Bharwani. 
who is applying for entry into the 
master's of public policy programs 
at Harvard and Columbia, said 
many seniors want to have fun and 
graduate, but the combination of 
applications, interviews and recom-
mendation requests is as tough as 
taking another class. 

"A lot of people are asking them-
selves 'What can 1 do with my ma-
jor?'" Bharwani, a Will Rice College 
senior, said. "It is more important 
to look for what you really want to 
do... instead of getting a job with the 
highest pay." 

Payton said there are still o|> 
portunities for full time work with 
companies recruiting on campus in 
the spring. 

"For seniors who are still looking, 
there are slill a lot of jobs out there," 
Payton said. 

Hing said students looking for a 
job should be confident about what 
they are looking for and should try 
to gain experience in possible career 
fields before senior year. 

"The sooner students can get 
introduced to Career Services and 
all that we have to offer and meet 
the staff, [the more confident] they 
can approach their senior year of job 
searching," Hing said. 

http://www.Iptcxas.org/harris
http://www.ricethresher.org
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Thresher editors' 
recommendations for 

arts and entertainment 
around Houston through 

December 8, 2006 

M U S I C 

Mates of State 

If you are free tomorrow 

night you should walk, bike 

or drive on down to Numbers 

night club. Adorable indie-

pop couple Mates of State 

will be performing a full set 

of melody-infused jams. 

New York-based Asobi Seksu 

opens, and everyone wins. 

The show is at 8 p.m. 

and tickets cost $12 at 

Craig creates more complex, less suave Bond 

www.superunison.com. | 
</> 
•H 
C 
( f t 

Numbers m 

33 
300 Westheimer St. m 

i o 

FILM 

El Perro 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

7 p.m. the Museum of Fine 

Arts, Houston will screen El 

Perro (The Dog). The movie, 

the product of Argentenian 

director Carlos Sorin, tells the 

story of a down-on-his-luck 

mechanic who starts to dream 

big after his puppy takes 

first place at a local dog 

show. Tickets cost $6 

for Rice students. 

Museum of Fine Arts. Houston 

1001 Bissonnet St. 

THEATER 

A Christmas Carol 

Having trouble getting in the 

holiday spirit? Do not be a 

Scrooge: Go see Charles 

Dickens' A Christmas Carol. 

There is a show tonight at 

7:30 p.m., and the production 

runs through Dec. 27. 

Tickets start at $38 

Alley Theater 

615 Texas Ave. 

by Matthew McKee 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

In the opening action sequence 
of Casino Royale, Daniel Craig (Mu-
nich), the new James Bond, chases 
a terrorist lackey through a con-
struction site in Africa. T h e two run 
through metal building frames, jump 
between tall cranes and dodge flying 
bullets. Craig has many ungraceful 
moments , col lect ing bruises and 
narrowly making dramatic leaps. 
Where his predecessors would dive 
through a window with unrealistic 
ease, Craig plows through a wall. 
Casino Royale offers a fresh take 
on one of the oldest characters in 
film — moviegoers witness a more 
human, more believable, but still 
breathtaking Bond. 

'casino royale' 

• • • • of five 

now playing at AMC and 

Edwards theaters 

Casino Royale, the 21st film in the 
Bond franchise, g ives the character 
s o m e m u c h - n e e d e d reconstruc-
tion by taking on the plot of one 
Ian Fleming's early Bond novels. 
In the film, Bond has just earned 
his l icense to kill and must learn 
how to use it. Only the role of M, 
played by the intractable Judi Dench 
(Goldeneye), r e m a i n s intact — 
but really, who else could deliver 
Dench's trademark quips? 

In this film Bond tries to take 
down a terrorist money chain. He 
fumbles by storming an embassy 
and getting caught killing a man 
on film. After stopping a related 
bombing attempt at an airport. Bond 
tracks down the rich malefactor 
behind the terrorists, Le Chiffre 
(King Arthur's Mads Mikkelsen). 
Desperate to recoup his losses, Ix 
Chiffre brings together s o m e of 
the world's wealthiest gamblers — 
inc luding a g o v e r n m e n t - b a c k e d 

COURTESY COLUMBIA PICTURES 

Daniel Craig (Munich) offers a fresh take James Bond and takes more abuse than his predecessors in Casino Royale. 

Bond — in a poker match with a $5 
million buy-in. Without giving away 
the rest of the movie, the last act 
takes s o m e unexpected twists away 
from the poker, defying the usual 
kiss-and-go endings of many previ-
ous Bond films. 

Casino Royale l ingers on the 
type of scenes that previous Bond 
movies would have quickly g lossed 
over. Some of the action scenes feel 
overwrought, but the long poker 
scene exemplif ies how this tech-
nique can work. It takes a long time 
for important hands to play out, but 

See BOND, page 10 

COURTESY SONY PICTURES 

Will Ferrell (Elf) shows off his serious side in Stranger than Fiction. 

Fiction delivers the laughs 
by J a c k i e A m n i o n s 
THRESHER STAEE 

Stranger Than Fiction is quite 
s trange — but in an interest ing, 
intriguing and funny way. 

stranger than fiction' 

• • • 1 /2 of five 

now playing at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

T h e m o v i e i s 
not a masterpiece 
or a c lass ic , but it 
d o e s m a k e view-
e r s t h i n k a n d , 
most importantly, 
laugh. The plot is 
based on a device: 
Author Kay Eiffel 
(Love Actually's 
Emma Thompson) 
is writing a book. 
As s h e types, Har-

old Crik (Elf's Will Ferrell) can 
hear her vo ice in his head. Eiffel 
unknowingly ho lds the fate of IRS 
auditor Crik in her hands and at 
the mercy of her typewriter: Her 
words de termine Crik's act ions 
and hold control over h is fate. 
W h e n she writes that C rik b r u s h e s 
78 t imes , Crik b r u s h e s 78 t i m e s — 
he is forced to do whatever Eiffel 
c o m m a n d s whi le l i s tening to her 
lilting British vo ice narrate his 
life. However, Eiffel d e c i d e s s h e 
n e e d s to stir up s o m e interest 
in her novel and b e g i n s to plan 
Crik's death. 

To figure out the identity of the 
vo ice in his head and to avoid his 
foreshadowed doom, 1 larold s e e k s 
the help of Engl i sh professor and 
local l i feguard Jules Hilbert (The 
Graduate's Dust in Hof fman) . 

Such an odd plotline leads the 
v i e w e r to ant ic ipate that other 
a spec t s of the movie will also be 

See FICTION, page 10 

Music collection triggers 
some serious introspection 

Music is an easy way to identify 
with others. It is how I have found 
some of my friends. But Rice is 
strikingly different from many col-
leges: Music is not such a strong 
part of most students' 
identities. When I ask r 
people what they listen 
to a very common an-
swer is, "Everything. 
Well, everything but 
country." I think that 
this is the same re-
sponse that I would 
give before music elit-
ism became ingrained 
in my mind. 

While examining 
my music collection 
on iTunes I came across some 
disturbing statistics. I have no 
fewer than 4,208 songs, about 11.2 
days of music. 1 have listened to 
65 percent of these songs at least 
once and average only 23 songs 
a day. So why on earth do I have 
so much music? 

This is a collection I have 
built up over years, but it has 
been growing at an exponential 
rate. Buying music has become 
incredibly convenient. With the 
availability of music on the Web 
today, you do not even have to go 
to a physical record shop—there 
is a direct link to the iTunes store 
in the iTunes library. 

I bought my first CD, Sixpence 
None the Richer, back in middle 
school. I listened to it many times 
over and knew it by heart — it 
was also my only CD for about 
half a year. 

Since then, 1 have dramatically 
increased my rate of purchasing; 
I bought eight CDs over this past 
summer alone. I will admit that 
it was, in part, a direct result of 
desiring to be in the know of all 
the cool up-and-coming bands 
before everyone else. 

Does my wasteful acquisition 
of music stem from the call of 
consumerism? Is it a product ot 
my desire to be well versed in 
underground music or simply 
e v i d e n c e of my poor m o n e y 
management skills? 

Although my problem might 
stem from a combination of these 
causes, 1 feel the pull of my peers 
most strongly in this matter. Even 

Tiffanv 
Siu ' 

in middle school it was cool to 
know the lyrics to the newest song 
before everyone else. 

This kind of one-upmanship 
is still around, perhaps most 

easily identified with 
W 1 the indie k ids w h o 

take pride in listening 
to bands most people 
have never heard of. 
I started listening to 
music because I liked 
it. not because I wanted 
to seem cooler than my 
peers. Unfortunately, 1 
eventually slipped into 
music elitism. 

In the beg inn ing 
I was a newbie who 

listened to the mainstream edges 
of what is labeled indie-rock — 
think Death Cab and Postal Service. 
But my friends soon introduced me 
to much, much more. 

Some of the music sounded 
really bad to my pop-pampered 
ears. I forced myself to listen 
to it nonetheless. Eventually it 
grew on me, and I wanted more 
and more. At some critical point 
1 started acquiring more songs 
than I could listen to. My time 
was mostly spent in a continual 
search for new bands instead 
of listening to the ones I had 
just discovered. 

Why did this quest take over 
my life? I believe that what a per-
son listens to is an integral part of 
a person's identity, as important 
as clothes or ideologies. Music 
makes for immediately accessible 
stereotypes. Hippies listen to The 
Grateful Dead, wear tie-dye and 
love the earth. Punks listen to 
The Ramones, wear tight pants 
and hate authority. The list g o e s 
on and on. 

1 think it was Rice's blase at-
titude towards music that finally 
allowed me to step back and take 
a good look at my slightly ri-
diculous music situation. 1 have 
decided to take a break, to stop 
trying to find the next big band 
and spend my time on more press-
ing issues, like finals and breaking 
my new vice: Facebook. 

Tiffany Stu is a Mart el College 
freshman and assistant arts & 
entertainment editor. 

http://www.superunison.com


10 THE RICE THRESHER ARTS ft ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY. DECEMBER 1,2006 

x A . \ i C n R n T 

i t ' s A S < * » « . £ 

-THAIT^V IS^TVJX^CP, A F C £ 

^ o o s n c u 6 A - n * 4 & -

P U O C , » T H l i ^ V C N / O u ' f c t 

p # > V \ C t t l o T O 

- T ^ V P T B ^ H A ^ ' 

O H M 6 A H , T H A T ' S 

T H £ - S > T O f - P 

S £ f e N o o i * - » A 

C o o P u G . o f H o o R S . . 

J Ar>4 H u s J S x t ^ O 

A / l O f C H > t « 4 ^ > 

| t o V ^ T C V V 3 

I , * . 

0 $ o £ L \ C \ Q O 

C A * * V T 

WEVE OCT TO BUILD 
THIQ MOPEL OF HOUSTON. 
BEQIPE4..JJ THIS SCALE 
WE MANAQEP TO FIT A 

MINIFRIPOE INQH>E 
THE LYRIC CENTER! 

Ml THE TURKEY 
MUST BE REAP/! 
LET ME 00 OFT 
rraJT OF THE 

PENNZOIL 
BUILDING. 

REMIND ME AGAIN 
WW WE'RE 3TA/IN0 

OVER BREAK? 

WHAT WAS 
THAT? 

I S ' Hfljk* ' 
'• "'ih tin § m m v k 

•' ' ./••'• 
- . - v 

MMJE VIS 
A F W H ^ U 

AUWC* 
\ ^OU JAY&-

V J 

S T U D E N T S ARE I N V I T E D T O 

F O N D R E N LIBRARY 

FRIDAY, D E C E M B E R L, 2 0 0 6 

3 : 0 0 TO 5 : 0 0 PM 

C E N T R A L Q U A D R A N G L E 

BOND 
From page 9 

these moments enhance the sense 
of both victory and defeat, savoring 
the taste of crucial moments. 

Character development has never 
been considered a strength of the 
Bond movies, but Casino Royale turns 
that preconception on its head. Some 
stock characters like Q and Mon-
eypenny are conspicuously absent in 
order to make room for a more well-
developed Bond and Bond girl, f ierce 
Brosnan (Goldeneye), the previous 
incarnation of Bond, took the suave, 
witty agent persona over the top. Craig 
portrays a more burly and struggling 
Bond. This007 has trouble with quips, 
actually damages his formal outfits— 
and forms a real romance with Bond 
girl Vesper Lynd (The Dreamers' 
Eva Green). Lynd is not treated as a 
disposable toy, and Craig's character 

FICTION 
From page 9 

odd and misplaced. They are, and 
pleasingly so. 

C h o o s i n g F e r r e l l to play a 
ser ious part was a gamble . Luck-
ily, it paid off. For once, Ferrel l 
manages to not seem obnoxious 
and over-the-top — he actually 
shows g l impses of se r ious acting 
talent. Ferrel l s t icks to tasteful 
and appropr ia te h u m o r and even 
s h o w s s o m e s e r i o u s e m o t i o n , 
evoking m e m o r i e s of Jim Carrey 
in The Truman Show: Crik cr ies 
convincingly when Eiffel reveals 
that she in tends to let h im die the 
next day. 

T h e res t of the cast is stellar 
as well. T h o m p s o n convincingly 
plays h e r part as an eccen t r i c 
a u t h o r . T h e v e t e r a n H o f f m a n 
adds a few l aughs to the movie as 
a l i terature p ro fessor and faculty 
l i feguard who e n c o u r a g e s the 
elderly to stay afloat at the local 
pool. Maggie Gyllenhaal CDonnie 

is made more human by his love for 
Lynd. Their relationship becomes a 
central focus of the movie. 

Obviously, Casino Royale self-
consciously stakes new ground. The 
trademark Bond gadgets are limited to 
cell phones and laptops: There are no 
watch-hidden lasers or missile-hiding 
headights. After an upsetting hand of 
cards, Bond even tells a bartender he 
does not care if his martini is shaken 
or stirred. 

This film's secret agent busi-
ness is as much a discovery for 
Craig as it is for the audience. Old 
lines — "The name's Bond, James 
Bond" — feel fresh and revitalized. 
Casino Royale trims the fat off of the 
franchise, leaving the audience with 
a leaner, more interesting and more 
entertaining Bond. 

Darko) p e r f o r m s adequa te ly as 
F e r r e l l ' s ado rab l e , qu i rky girl-
fr iend, and Queen Latifah (Chi-
cago) plays an encourag ing but 
smug wri ter ' s ass is tant . 

T h e i n t e r e s t i n g s c r e e n p l a y 
enables Ferrel l to take a shot at a 
serious acting role. T h e only incon-
gruity isin the romantic s toryl ine— 
Ferrel l and Gyllenhaal m a k e an 
unconvincing couple. Ferre l l , an 
awkward IKS agent , s e e m s out of 
place with Gyllenhaal, a ca re f r ee , 
ta t too-bearing baker . 

T h e s o u n d t r a c k l e n d s y e t 
a n o t h e r favor to the film. T h e 
s teady r h y t h m s of an acous t i c 
gui tar parallel the pace of Har-
old's life and ironically belie his 
impending dea th . 

Stranger Than Fiction won't win 
Best Picture, and it won't become 
a cult classic. But tin- movie will 
deliver what moviegoers crave the 
most — en te r t a inmen t . 
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In last year's 65-64 loss at Texas A&M, senior forward Samantha Stovall 
scored just 5 points in 26 minutes of play. This year, the Owls seek to 
avenge that loss when they face the Aggies tonight at 7 p.m. 

Women's basketball to host 
No. 10 Texas A&M tonight 

by Justin Hudson 
T I I N I SHI R S T A F I 

Having just completed a four-
game stretch with it s share of blow-
outs and nail-biters, die women's 
basketball team will face its two 
toughest opponents of the season 
this weekend at Autry Court. 
Tonight at 7 p.m., Texas A&M 
University will travel to Rice for t he 
first time in six years. Marquette 
University, the runner-up at last 
year's Women's National Invitation 
Tournament, will take on the Owls 
Sunday at 2 p.m. 

THIS WEEKEND 
Women's basketball 

hosts Texas A&M 

When: Tonight at 7 p.m. 

Where: Autry Court 

Rice (4-2) should be well-rested 
for tonight's game with the Aggies, 
who are currently ranked tenth in 
the nation by the Associated Press. 
The Owls' last game was a 91-48 
win over Sam Houston State Uni-
versity on Monday. That win was 
the second for the team at Autry 
this season — the Owls beat the 
University of Mississippi 92-91 in 
double overtime Nov. 17 on a layup 
by junior point guard Kadie Riverin 
with seven seconds remaining. 

In between those two wins, 
Rice lost to the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock 54-46 and 
to Texas Christian University 81-
67, both on the road. 

The game against Ole Miss 
(6-2) was the ugliest game of the 

season so far. Rice won the game 
despi te shoot ing 1-14 behind 
the three-point line and turning 
the ball over 33 times. It didn't 
hurt that the Rebels took 101 
shot attempts, the most ever by 
a Rice opponent, but only shot 
34 percent from the field. Not 
surprisingly, the Owls, led by 
superior forward play, grabbed 46 
defensive rebounds, the second-
most in school history. 

The win over Ole Miss was 
an important one for the Owls. 
Last year, in Greg Williams' 
(Hanszen'70) first game ascoach, 
Rice lost 110-63 at Ole Miss, a 
game in which Rebels star guard 
Armintie Price had 23 points and 
12 rebounds. 

H i is year, the Owls' superior-
ity in the paint and the steady play 
of Riverin helped them overcome 
Ole Miss's athleticism and full-
court defensive pressure. Rice 
also held Price to 9 points and 4 
rebounds. Senior forward Lauren 
Neaves led the way with 28 points 
and 16 rebounds, while Riverin 
had 18 points, 6 rebounds and 5 
assists on top of her game-win-
ning shot. 

Neaves said the game was an 
indication that the team is coming 
together faster than last year. 

"We're so much better at this 
stage of die year than we were last 
year," she said. "We're playing much 
better as a team, being [stronger] 
with the ball. After having a whole 
year of playing together under die 
new coaches, we're very familiar 
with die game plan." 

The Owls had shooting prob-
lems of their own against the 
Rebels — they shot 36 percent 

See TEXAS A&M, page 13 

Almond scores 42 in Owls' loss at Utah 
Rice looks to end losing streak tomorrow against Texas Permian-Basin 

By Chris Pasich 
T H R E S H K R STAFF 

The out-of-conference schedule 
continued to give die men's basketball 
team problems over the weekend as 
diey lost to die previously winless Utah 
Utes, 80-64. This latest defeat came five 
days after Rice (34) watched a 10 point 
lead slip away in the final two minutes 
of tiieir 79-73 overtime loss to Oregon 
at Autry Court. 

Senior guard Morr is Almond 
seemed to be the only ()wl unaf fected 
by the slump — he led the team in 
scoring in both games, tallying 42 
against Utah, and was named Confer-
ence USA player of the week. 

The Owls face the University of 
Texas-Permian Basin (2-3) on Sat-
urday at 7:05 p.m., the first of three 
consecutive home games before Rice 
heads to California for the Shamrock 
Office Solutions Classic. At that 
tournament, scheduled for Dec. 28-
29, Rice will face Belmont University 
and either Saint Mary's University or 
Western Carolina University. 

In Salt I^ake City, Almond had a 
career-high 42 points on 13-16 shoot-
ing from the field and 12-14 shooting 
from the free throw line. On the 
night, he was the only C)wi with more 
than seven points and the only Owl 
to make more than two shots. The 
rest of the team combined for only 
22 points on 8-31 shooting. 

"(Almond is] not pressing and 
taking the game to the defense, he 's 
making the defense come find him, 
and I think that's really good for him," 
head coach Willis Wilson (Will Rice 
'82) said. "In contrast to that. I think 
the rest of our team has got to let the 
game come to us a little bit." 

The Owls were ahead by nine 
points at the half, helped in part 
by their 54 percent shooting from 
the field. However, the Utes simply 
dominated in the second half, as they 
outscored the Owls 50-25. Rice only 
shot 35 percent in the half compared 
to 58 percent for Utah. 

"We didn't stay with our game 
plan — we weren't the aggressors." 

sophomore guard Cory Pflieger 
said of the Rice second half. "They 
came out more aggressive, pushed 
us out of what we do and came out 
with a win." 

The Utes outrebounded the Owls 
36-23, marking the fourth time out 
of six games Rice has been out-
rebounded by their opponents and 
the second time the opponents have 
had at least 13 more rebounds. Rice 
has only outrebounded NAIA school 
Paul Quinn and the University of 
North Texas this season. 

For the year. Almond lead s the team 
in rebounding in addition to scoring, 
and he contributed four rebounds in 
die loss. Senior center Greg Killings 
led the Owls with five rebounds. 

"We've got to find our man," 
PIlieger said. "We lose our man when 
the shot goes up, we don't always 
box [him out], we just run straight 
to the goal." 

The previous week, die Owls lost 
at home to Oregon. Rice appeared 
to have die game all but wrapped up 
when Ducks guards Aaron Brooks 
and Tajuan Porter combined for tiiree 
three-pointers in the f inal minute of the 
game to force overtime. After the Owls 
scored first, Oregon responded with a 
7-0 run that put the game away. In both 
games, the Owls had opportunities to 
take control, but they could not capital-
ize on any of them. 

"We're just learning how to not get 
content when we have a lead — and 
learning that just because you have a 
lead, it's not over with,"Almond said. 
"We learned that with Oregon, and 
we learned that against Utah. It's 
learning how to compound a lead 
instead of getting too comfortable 
when we get a lead." 

Almond had 28 points with 13-25 
shooting. Almond is currentiy averag-
ing 29.3 points per game, second in the 
nation behind only Trey Johnson of 
Jackson State University. After shoot-
ing poorly in die preseason National 
Invitation Tournament — he shot 4-15 
in an88-50loss to 21 st-ranked Gonzaga 
University—Almond is averaging34.8 
points over his last four games. 

"I'm just learning how teams are 
starting to play me," Almond said. 
"It's a little different from last year. 
You learn from each game, and you 
go back and look at yourself on tape. 
I realized I can't do all the dribbling 
and everything; when I catch it, I've 
got to be ready to shoot it, because 
they're keying on me." 

The key for the Owls heading 
into this Saturday's match-up and 
through the rest of the season will 
be playing well for the duration of the 
game, and not just in spurts. With 
consistent play, the Owls will likely 
be able to get the victories they need 

See UTES, page 13 

ALMOND'S SCORING THIS SEASON 
Senior guard Morris Almond's game-by-game offensive statis-
tics this season. He currently ranks second in the nation in 
scoring average: 

DATE OPPONENT RESULT PTS FG-FGA 

1 1 / 1 1 vs. Paul Quinn W 118-66 24 7-11 

1 1 / 1 4 at Gonzaga L 88-50 13 4-15 

1 1 / 1 5 at Colorado St. W 70-61 3 1 6-18 

1 1 / 1 8 vs. North Texas L 71-69 38 15-29 

1 1 / 2 0 vs. Oregon L 79-73 (0T) 28 13-25 

1 1 / 2 5 at Utah L 80-64 42 13-16 

0WL00K - THE WEEK IN SPOHTS 
Friday, December 1 
•Women's Basketball vs. Texas A&M University 
7:00 p.m. — Autry Court 

Saturday, December 2 
•Men's Basketball vs. University of Texas - Permian Basin 
7:05 p.m. — Autry Court 

•Women's Swimming vs. Texas A&M University 
12:00 p.m. — College Station, Tex. 

Sunday, December 3 
•Women's Basketball vs. Marquette University 
2 :00 p.m. — Autry Court 

Wednesday, December 6 
•Men's Basketball vs. Lamar University 

7:05 p.m. — Autry Court 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Since Rice's last post-season appearance in the 1961 Bluebonnet Bowl (45 seasons ago), the football 

team has had just six seasons with winning records and three seasons with seven or more wins prior 

to this year's 7-5 performance. The best record during this span was an 8-4 mark in 2 0 0 1 under for-

mer head coach Ken Hatfield. 

The football team's overall record since the 1961 season is 151-327, meaning the Owls would need 

83 more 7-5 seasons to achieve a .500 winning percentage since the Bluebonnet Bowl apperance. 
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COURTESY DEIAN TADAKOV 

In one of the most intense matches of the season, Sid defeated Hanszen 13-12 in the Powderpuff championship game Tuesday night after Hanszen failed to convert an extra-point attempt in overtime. 
The win gave Sid its fourth consecutive title, during which the team has compiled a 38-2 record. 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Sid Richardson won its fourth-
straight Powderpuff championship 
Tuesday night, beating Hanszen 
13-12 in an overtime thriller. Hanszen 
sophomore quarterback Kate Schaef-
fler pulled her team within a point in 
the overtime period thanks to a 
15-yard touchdown pass to junior 
receiver Rachel Greff. Poised to send 
the game into a second overtime, 
Schaeffler ran a bootleg sneak on 
extra-point attempt, but was stopped 
behind the line of scrimmage by 
senior defensive lineman Meaghan 
Jeffcoat to seal the victory for Sid. 

For the first time ever, the champi-
onship game was held at Rice Stadium 
instead of on one of the intramural 
fields. The atmosphere was unlike any 
other Powderpuf f game this year, with 
the bookstore providing fans with free 
t-shirts and a field-goal kicking contest 
taking place at halftime. 

"It was a lot of fun," Sid quarterback 
Christi Disch, a senior, said. "1 was 
really glad to see fans from both Sid 
and Hanszen come out and support 
us. It was cool seeing the surround-
ings, and taking pictures afterwards 
with the stadium and the lights in the 
background was awesome." 

In their only other meeting of the 
season Oct. 30, Hanszen (5-5) led for 
the first three quarters before Disch 
came off the bench and led Sid (H-2) 
on agame-winningtouchdown drive in 
the fourth, and Sid won 7-6. In the title 
game, Hanszen again took a lead early 
thanks to a 15-play, 65-yard drive that 
took up nearly the entire first quarter. 
Freshman running back Chris Lin 
scored on an easy six-yard touchdown 
run to give Hanszen a 6-0 lead. 

After both teams went three-and-
out on subsequent possessions, Sid 
answered with a long touchdown 
drive of its own that started midway 
through the second quarter. Starting 
from midfield after a Hanszen punt, 

Sid marched down the field, utilizing 
a wide-open passing attack that, up 
until that point, hadn't been effective. 
Aided in part by a 15-yard illegal con-
tact penalty on Hanszen, Sid scored 
with just over two minutes left in the 
first half on a 9-yard touchdown pass 
to senior receiver Lyssa Allen. With 
the missed extra point, the two teams 
were tied at 6. 

Hanszen responded to Sid's score 
with yet another sustained drive. 
The naked bootleg, a play in which 
the quarterback fakes a toss in one 
direction and runs unprotected in the 
other direction, proved very effec-
tive against Sid's overly aggressive 
defense. Schaeffler gained 44 yards 
on three big runs, leading Hanszen 
to Sid's 10-yard line. 

"We noticed the last time we played 
Sid that they had a pretty packed de-
fense that we managed to get around 
with a lot of misdirection plays [and] 
play action," Hanszen coach Dylan 
Farmer, a sophomore and Thresher 
co-sports editor, said. "We kept using 
dives up the middle and sweeps to 
die outside. ... It worked pretty suc-
cessfully for most of the first half, so I 
decided to stick with it." 

However, just as the half was 
coming to an end, Sid defensive back 
Kristen Rogers, a junior, snagged an 
interception in the end zone to keep 
Hanszen from taking the lead going 
into halftime. 

In the third quar ter , Sid's 
passing game lit up Hanszen's 
defense — Disch completed passes of 
27,19and 13yards—but could not get 
in the end zone. On both of its posses-
sions, Hanszen's defensive line forced 
punts from near midfield, getting two 
key sacks on third down. 

Disch said she thought she 
was the weak link in the offense's 
performance. 

"Seven of the eight of fensive players 
played amazing, but die quarterback 
did not," she said. "I feel like I did as 
much good as bad. ... The receivers 

caught everydiing that I threw to diem 
diat was catchable, they blocked and 
they ran their routes." 

A LOOK BACK 
Past Powderpuff 

championship scores 

2006 
Sid 13, Hanszen 12 

2 0 0 5 

Sid 19, Jones 7 

2 0 0 4 

Sid 13, Wiess 6 

2 0 0 3 

Sid 24, Lovett 7 

2 0 0 2 

Wiess 15, Sid 7 

I 
Perhaps one of the major turning 

points in the game came early in the 
fourth quarter. Facing fourth-and-4 
from Hanszen's own 30, Farmer 
opted to go for it. Calling another 
bootleg, Schaeffler easily picked up 
the first down with an eight-yard run. 
Farmer said his offense felt confident 
it could get the first down. 

"I went into the huddle, and every-
one just wanted to go for it," Farmer 
said. "My defensive coordinator wasn't 
so sure. I just felt like we could get it. 
That was the best game our offense 
had had all season, and I felt that with 
the success we'd been having with the 
running game and the misdirections 

diat we could do it, so we called that 
boofieg and Kate took if a lot farther 
dian we needed." 

Though they failed to score on the 
drive, Hanszen managed touseenough 
clock to prevent Sid from mounting 
any kind of charge late in the fourdi. 
With just over a minute remaining, Sid 
advanced to its own 41, but an inter-
ception by sophomore safety Adriene 
(iiese ensured overtime. 

Sid had the ball from the 20-yard 
line to start the overtime period and 
quickly dug a deep hole, losing five 
yards on second-and-10 after Disch 
slipped and fell. After an incomplete 
pass, Sid facedfourth-and-15. Disch's 
pass to Allen on fourth down was 
incomplete, but a holding call on 
Hanszen gave them a first down. 
Two plays later, Disch avoided the 
pass rush and scored on a nine-yard 
touchdown run. The extra point gave 
Sid a 13-6 lead. 

Hanszen then had to score a 
touchdown and convert an extra 
point in its overtime possession in 
order to keep the game going. After a 
five-yard run by Lin, Schaeffler rolled 
left, avoided a sack by Rogers and 
threw a strike to Greff for the touch-
down. With the failed extra-point, 
though, Hanszen became the fourth 
different team to lose to Sid in the title 
game in the past four years. 

The championship game marked 
just the third time all season Hanszen 
scored more than one touchdown. 
They made it to the finals primarily 
due to a tenacious defense that re-
corded five shutouts this year. The 
defense should return intact next sea-
son, losing only defensive end Eliza-

beth Fomby, a sixth-year architecture 
student, and safety/linebacker Myra 
D'Souza. With a first-year coach and 
a roster comprised primarily of first-
time players, Hanszen was definitely 
not one of the favorites to make it to 
the championship game at the begin-
ning of the season. 

"Before the season, when we 
were making up plays and making up 
defenses, I would have never guessed 
that we would have this much success," 
Fanner said."()ur defense carried usall 
year. I couldn't say anything more about 
them. Towards the end of the season, 
they gave our offense the confidence 
we needed to get here." 

For Sid, this year's champion-
ship team took a different route 
than the previous three. This was 
the first time in five years that Sid 
has lost more than once during a 
season — they lost consecutive 
games to Jones and Martel Oct. 21 
and ()ct. 22. Also, Sid adapted ;i more 
wide-open passing attack than in 
previous years, something that took 
the better part of the season to get 
adjusted to. The core of Sid's roster 
should also remain intact next year 
as well, though Disch and Jeffcoat, 
one of the leaders on defense, will 
both be gone. Disch said she was 
pleased to maintain a high level of 
success despite the changes. 

"We've had a lot of different 
coaches these past four years, and 
especially this year, our offensive 
scheme was completely different 
from anything we'd done before," 
I )isch said. "It'sexciting to know that 
we can change things up and still do 
just as well." 

The Best Choice of Sports Bars • Yohoo 2006 Best Sports Bar • 

Houston Chronicle 2006 Best Sports Bar 

BUFFALO WILD WIN01 
» GRILL & BAR 

Free WiFi Available! 

Bring you 

Study Group Here 

Buy 12 Wings 
Get 5 Free 
With this ad 
Expires 01/07 
Not valid on Tuesdays or with 
any other coupon or offer 

Now accepting the Silver Saver Card, get 15% off your dine-in or take 
OUt meal. Not valid on Tuesdays 

35C Wings on Tuesdays • 50C Legs on Wednesdays • 50C Boneless on 

Thursdays • Logo Glass Wednesday get $ 1.50 Domestic refills 

2525 Rice Blvd - 713-521-1100 

POWDERPUFF CHAMPIONSHIP 
Sid 13, Hanszen 12 (OT) 
Key moments 

• With less than two minutes remaining in the first half and the score tied at 6, Hanszen 

quickly moved down the field with an efficient 55-yard drive. On first-and-10 from Sid's 

10-yard line, Hanszen quarterback Kate Schaeffler's pass was intercepted by Sid 

defensive back Kristen Rogers, halting any potential go-ahead score. 

• Early in the fourth quarter, Schaeffler converted fourth-and-4 from Hanszen's own 30 

with an 8-yard bootleg run. Hanszen didn't score any points off the drive, but they 

used up enough time to prevent Sid from mounting a game-winning drive of their own in 

regulation. 

• Facing fourth-and-15 from the 25-yard line in overtime, Sid quarterback Christi Disch's 

pass to receiver Lyssa Allen fell incomplete. However, Hanszen was flagged for a 

controversial holding penalty that gave Sid a first down. Two plays later, Disch scored on 

a 9-yard touchdown run. 
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FOOTBALL 
From page 1 

than usual against the Mustangs. 
'Today was the one game where I 

felt whatever the case may be ... just 
throw the ball up there," he said. "I jet's 
play backyard football." 

Junior Joel Armstrong started 
at quarterback in place of Clement, 
finishing with a career-high 205 
yards passing. Normally a receiver, 
Armstrong said he had no problem 
switching positions. 

"They told me before the season 
what 1 was going to be doing, and 
I'm doing it every week, just trying 
to help the team, trying to make 
plays," he said. 

Senior running back Quinton 
Smith had another strong outing, 
rushing for 79 yards and a touchdown 
on 15 carries. Smith moved into sole 
possession of second place on the 
Owls all-time rushing yards list, his 
2,501 yards only trailing former Doak 
Walker Award winner Trevor Cobb 
(Jones '93), who rushed for 4,948 
yards during his collegiate career. 

Sophomore linebacker Brian Raines' 
11 total tackles led the defensive per 
formance last week. Raineswas named 
C-USA defensive player of the week, 

and was named to tfie all-conference 
first team along with Dillard. 

Saturday's game started in un-
usual fashion, with junior kicker Luke 
Juist forcing a fumble from SMU's 
Bryan McCann on the opening 
kickoff. The fumble was recovered 
by redshir t sophomore Brandon 
King and returned 17 yards to the 
SMU 17. Three plays later, freshman 
Clark Fangmeier missed a 38-yard 
field goal. However, Rice bounced 
back to score 17 points in the opening 
quarter before quickly surrendering 
24 points in the second quarter to 
head into halftime trailing 24-17. 

"We could come out the second half 
and play our game and stay in the fight, 
and we were going to give ourselves a 
chance to win, and that's pretty much 
what we've done all season," senior 
receiver Mike Falco said. 

Rice opened the second half with a 
10-play, 83-yard drive capped by a 20-
yard touchdown reception by Dillard, 
his second of the contest. 

For the second week in a row, the 
()wls relied on their defense late in the 
game, holding the Mustangs to three 
points in the second half. No play bet-

IN FOCUS: THE BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
The Biletnikoff trophy is given each year to the top receiver in college 
football. Named for former college and then-NFL great Fred Biletnikoff, 
the award was instituted in 1994 by the Tallahassee Quarterback Club 
foundation. The finalists for this year's award are Calvin Johnson of 
Georgia Tech University, Jeff Samardzija of Notre Dame University, and 
sophomore Jarett Dillard of Rice. The award presentation will be televised 
nationally on ESPN Thursday, Nov. 7. at 6:00 p.m. 

A CLOSER LOOK 
The candidates' season statistics: 

JOHNSON SAMARDZIJA DILLARD 

Receptions 59 70 82 

Receiving Yards 899 958 1176 

Yards per catch 15.2 13.7 14.3 

Long 66 51 65 

Touchdowns 13 11 20 

The candidates' season highlights: 

Johnson: Seven catches for 111 yards and a touchdown as the Yellow 
Jackets gave Notre Dame a scare in the first game of the season. 

Samardzija: Caught the 45-yard game winning touchdown pass with 
27 seconds remaining to complete the Irish comeback over UCLA 

Dillard: Three touchdowns in the Owls' win over SMU. including the 
go-ahead score in the fourth quarter, which assured Rice a bid to its 
first bowl birth in 45 years. 

I 
(in assoc ia t ion w i th Sqo i r re lz i l la ) 

help you 
take down 

finals 
in a caffeine-fuelled 

BLAZE of FURY 

ter demonstrated the defense's effort 
than the tackle Raines made on SMU 
running back DeMyron Martin with 
just under five minutes left in the third 
quarter. The Mustangs caught the 
defense still adjusting, and Martin took 
a handoff 64 yards, but Raines caught 
him from behind and stopped Martin at 
the one-yard line.''I he f )wl defense held 
firm and allowed only a field goal. 

"We were trying to do a lot of dif-
ferent things, and they caught us in 
the midst of trying to get [adjustments 
made] before the snap, and I felt like 
I gave a pretty good effort the whole 
game, and it was my responsibility to 
go get him," Raines said. 

The defensive success of the past 
two weeks has come because Rice has 
finally figured out a way to stop the 
ground attack. It has simply taken a 

full season of learning and adjusting for 
the coaches to fully understand how to 
best align their personnel. Saturday, the 
Owls held the Mustangs to 140 yards 
rushing, tied for the third-lowest total 
allowed all season. 

Even so, the defense needed an-
other big play to keep the ()wls in the 
game. Leading27-24 late in the third 
quarter, SMU had a lirst down on 
Rice's 32 after a 16-yard reception by 
Mustang receiver Bobby Chase, Fol-
lowing a short run by quarterback 
Justin Willis, on second down, senior 
lineman Courtney Gordon sacked 
Willis, forcing a fumble in the pro-
cess. SMU recovered, but not before 
taking a 12-yard loss that ended the 
drive. The score would hold until the 
fourth quarter, when Dillard scored 
the go-ahead touchdown. 

UTES 
From page 11 

to remain competitive for the 
rest of the season. 

"At times, we look amazing 
— we look like a really good 
basketball team — and at 
other times, we just look bad," 
Pflieger said. "We just need to 
come out and play to our ability 
the whole game, which I think 
we can do. And hopefully that 
will start this Saturday." 

This Jump brought to you by: 
Fruits and vegetables 

TEXAS A&M 
From page 11 

from the field in the second half. Poor 
shots became more apparent on their 
road trip. At Arkansas-little Rock the 
()wls shot only 33 percent. Riverin's 
17 points and Neaves' 14 points could 
not overcome an athletic Trojan 
team that forced 20 turnovers and 
used a deliberate offense to protect 
an early lead. 

Matters grew worse less than 
a week later in Fort Worth, where 
Rice struggled against TCU. The 
usually consistent Riverin man-
aged only 3 points, while starting 
center Valeriya Berezhynska also 
struggled to 3 points. While shoot-
ing over 40 percent, the Owls were 
hurt by poor three-point and free 
throw shooting; the team only 
shot 31 percent from beyond the 
arc and 60 percent from the line. 
Worse yet, the Owls turned the ball 
over 26 times, a staggering number 
considering the Horned Frogs did 

not pressure the Owls like Ole Miss 
and Arkansas-Uttle Rock did. 

Williams said he was particularly 
frustrated with his team's lack of 
intensity during the road trip. 

"We were very disappointed in our 
last two games," Williams said. "Our 
effort, for some reason, was not very 
good. Our energy was not very good. 
We just weren't the same team. We 
can't figure out why we're tired." 

The Owls rebounded from their 
disappointing road trip with the 91-48 
blowout victory over Sam Houston 
State. The game was effectively 
over after the opening tip, when 
sophomore forward Emery Carter 
made a quick layup. They were the 
first of a career-high 20 points for 
Carter, who was making her first 
career start. The Owls dominated 
the Bearkats in every facet of the 
game, shooting 54 percent from the 
field while forcing 31 turnovers and 

holding Sam Houston to 26 percent 
from the field. Rice led 52-17 at the 
half and would lead by as much as 
50 points before the Bearkats began 
to close the gap. 

Though happy with the much-
needed win, the Owls still have 
some glaring weaknesses. The 
team struggled against the press of 
the smaller and quicker Bearkats. 
Also, defensive breakdowns were 
common towards the latter part of 
the second half, and the Owls had 
21 fouls. 

In order to beat Texas A&M, a 
team that beat Rice by one point 
last year in College Station, and 
Marquette, a team that beat the 
Owls to by 25 last year in Milwau-
kee, Williams knows the Owls must 
improve upon their most recent 
performances. 

"I told them at halftime, we had 
a big lead, but I saw so many things 
that we can't get away with [ against 
better opponents]," Williams said. 
"We really got to clean it up. I think 
our players understand we have to 
play much better this week." 

• ; 

1 XLarge Mopping Pizza £ 
four 20 oz. Coca-Cola products 

m 

S 18.9 
Valid only at Kirby location. 
Delivery charges may apply. 

( 7 1 3 ) 4 3 2 - 7 2 7 2 
Expires 3/31/07 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 

21-25 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 64 UTAH 80 
Nov. 25, 2 0 0 6 — Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Rice 
TCU 

29 38 — 67 
38 43 — 81 

Rice 
Utah 

39 25 — 64 
30 50 — 80 

FOOTBALL 

SMU 27 RICE 31 
Nov. 2 5 . 2 0 0 6 — Rice Stadium. Houston, Tex. 

SMU 
FSU 

0 24 
17 0 

27 
31 

RU — Smith 7 run (Fangmeier kick) 
r u — Dillard 46 pass from Armstrong (Fangmeier) 
RU — Fangmeier 38 field goal 
SMU — Givens 33 pass from Willis (Morstead kick)l 

SMU — Dorsey 5 run (Morstead kick) 
SMU — Bonds 0 fumble recovery (Morstead kick) 
SMU — Morstead 33 field goal 
RU — Dillard 2 0 pass from Armstrong (Fangmeier) 

SMU — Morstead 25 field goal 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 

Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
SMU Mart in 15-103, Willis 16-61, Dorsey 7-31. 
RU — Smith 15-79, Falco 2-5. Armstrong 23-1. 
Passing 
SMU — Willis 19-8-2-137 
RU — Armstrong 21-13-2-205 
Receiving 
SMU — Givens 2-39, Chase 2-29, Martin 2-26. DOrsey 
1-31. Sanders 1-12. 

RU — Dillard 6-145, Falco 4 4 8 , Henderson 2-6. 

Attendance — 12 ,867 

Armstrong (Fangmeier) 

SMU RU 
1 1 15 

140 78 

137 205 
277 283 

159 138 

5-41.8 4-35.2 

28 :15 31 :45 

Rice (2-4) 
Almond 13-16 ,12-1442, C. Hagan 2-6,2-2 6. Pflieger 

2-8, 0-0 6. Britton 2-6. 0 -1 4. 

Totals: 2 1 - 4 7 . 1 4 1 8 64 

Utah (1-3) 
Bryant 7-12.11-13 28, Nevill 7-9,6-9 20. Green 6-12. 
2-2 17. Weigh 1-4, 2-4 4. Borha 2-3, 0 -1 4.. 
Totals: 24-49. 26-37 80. 

Three-point goals — Rice 8-16 (Almond 4-6, Pflieger 
2-6, C. Hagan l -2 ,Crac iun 1-1, Foster 0-1); Utah 6-18 
(Bryant 3-7, Green 3-7, Borha 0-1). 

Re lx j n d s — Rice 23 (Killings 5, Almond 4); Utah 36 

(Nevill 10, Deane 8). 

Assists — Rice 13 (C. Hagan 3, Pflieger 3); Utah 

18 (Bryant 7) 

OREGON 79 RICE 73 
Nov. 20, 2 0 0 6 — Autry Court 

Oregon 27 39 13 — 79 
Rice 31 35 7 — 73 

Oregon 
Brooks 10-16, 7-10 30, Porter 6-12, 0-0 15, Leunen 
6-11, 2-3 15, Taylor 1-7, 8-12 11. 

Totals: 26-69, 17-28 79. 

Rice (1-2) 
Almond 13-25, 2-2 28, Pflieger 4-10, 0-0 10, Killings 
3-4, 2-6 8. Britton 2-3, 3-4 7, Foster 2-3, 2-6 7. 
Totals: 27 -58 ,16 -30 73. 

Three-point goals — Oregon 8-29 (Brooks 2-5. Porter 3-
5, Leunen 1-3. Taylor 1-3): Rice 3-13 (Pflieger 2-7). 

Rebounds — Oregon 44 (Taylor 12, Leunen 12); Rice 
4 2 (Britton 8, Killings 7, Almond 5). 

Assists — Oregon 12 (Brooks 7); Rice 14 (C. Hagan 
7. Pflieger 3). 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 67 TEXAS CHRISTIAN 81 
Nov. 25. 2 0 0 6 — Salt Lake City. Utah. 

Rice (3-2) 
Neaves 5-9, 7-10 17, Fulton 6-15, 2-2 16, Stovall 
3-5, 2-2 8. 
Total*: 24-59, 15-25 67. 

TCU (2-3) 
Ross 10-17, 2-2 24, Davis 8-15, 0-0 19, Roden 
3-6, 7-8 14. 
Totals: 30-63. 15-25 81 . 

Three-point goals — Rice 4 13 (Fulton 2-7. Frazier 
1-2, Loggins 1-2); TCU 6-12 (Davis 3-6, Ross 2-3, 
Roden 1-2). 

Rebounds — Rice 4 3 (Loggins 7, Carter 7, Stovall 6 , 
Neaves 5. Frazier 5); TCU 38 (Butler-Rayford 5, Lohse 
5, Roden 4, Ross 4). 

Assists — Rice 12 (Riverin 4, Fulton 3); TCU 1 1 
(Roden 4). 

SAM HOUSTON 48 RICE 91 
Nov. 27 , 2 0 0 6 — Autry Court 

SHSU 
Rice 

17 31 — 48 
52 39 — 91 

SHSU (3-3) 
Harris 4-10, 2-5, 11. Smith 2-11, 4-4 9, Homesley 
3-8, 0-0 7. 
Totals: 17 -66 ,11 -19 48. 

Rice (4-2) 
Carter 9-12,2-4 20 . Neaves 7 -12 ,0 -015 , Berezhynska 
6-9, 3-5 15, Riverin 2-4, 5-5 9, Stovall 4-6, 0-2 8.. 
Totals: 38-71, 14 -21 91 . 

Three-point goals — SHSU 3-16 (Smith 1-2, Harris 
1-4, Homesley 1-5); Rice 1-4 (Neaves 1-2). 

Rebounds — SHSU 4 1 (Smith 7, Harris 4); Rice 5 0 
(Neaves 9, Stovall 8 , Berezhynska 7, Fulton 5). 

Assists — SHSU 7 (Parker 2); Rice 19 (Riverin 3, 
Frazier 3, Watts 3) 

These boxscores brought to you by: 

Hi, Mrs. Ryan! 
Sketchy punt spott ing 
Uncalled sacks 
The most dubious of holding calls 
Inadvertent whistle number one 
Inadvertent whistle number two 
One extremely proud offensive coach 
Quite a few extemely proud defensive coaches 
The best team I could have possibly asked for 
Fomby and Myra - world's most hardcore seniors 

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Program 

Dr. i&msaBW? Mays 

The Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Program (MMUFP) at Rice University has three goals. 

First, it seeks to increase the number of minority students, and others with a demonstrated 

commitment to eradicating racial disparities, who will pursue PhDs in core fields in the arts and 

sciences. In doing so. the program aims to reduce over time the serious under-representation on 

the faculties of individuals f rom certain minority groups, as well as to address the attendant 

educational consequences of these disparities. Second, it seeks to nurture these students to be the 

researchers, teachers, and mentors of the highly diverse college student bodies of the future. 

Third, it seeks to encourage study abroad experiences as part of their research agenda. The fields 

that the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has targeted for support are: A n t h r o p o l o g y , Art 

History, Classics, Computer Science, Demography, Earth Sciences , Ecology, English, 

Ethnomusieology, Foreign Languages, History, Literature, Mathematics , Musicology, 

Philosophy, Physics, Political Theory, Religion and Sociology. 

Applicants should normally be completing their sophomore year as a student at Rice University. 

Selection will be based on a number of attributes including but not limited to academic standing 

and potential, life experiences and interests, commitment to building bridges in multicultural 

settings, and interest in pursuing graduate education. Students who participate in the program 

receive a yearly stipend of $2,000, work closely with a faculty mentor for two years, and are also 

eligible for participation in summer fellowship programs at the end of their sophomore or junior 

years. Finalists will be interviewed. Announcements will be made in March. 

For more information and to download the application go to: 

hUp://professor.iice.edu/professor/Mellon Mays Index.asp 

Application deadline is January 22. 2007 

CONTACT: 
Dr. Roland B. Smith. Jr. or Gloria Bean 
Office of the Associate Provost 

Rice University 

713/348-5688 
mmmmmmmimm 

thresher-sports @ rice. edu 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Swimming strong at 
Indiana Invitational 

At the Indiana University 
Open Invitational Nov. 17-19, 
the swim team improved times 
dramatically, and junior distance 
swimmer Brittany Massengale 
provisionally qualified for the 
NCAA championship tourna-
ment in the 1650-yard freestyle. 
Massengale finished third in the 
mile with a time of 16 minutes, 
47.10 seconds, just under 6 sec-
onds faster than the provisional 
qualification time of 16:53.04. 

Freshman Justine Lin also 
earned a third place in the 
200-yard backstroke at 2:03.14, 
trailing the leader by a mere 
half-second. Earning another 
third place finish was sophomore 
Carlyann Miller, who beat 52 
other swimmers in the 100-yard 
freestyle with a time of 51.72 
seconds. Miller also swam into 
second place in the 200-yard 
freestyle with a career-best pace 
of 1:50.73, only 0.43 seconds over 
the provisional NCAA qualifica-
tion time of 1:50.30. 

The Owls improved in nearly 
all events, with sophomores Diana 
Gu and Skylar Craig, along with 
freshman Megan I .and earning 
season best times in the 50-yard 
freestyle. The freshmen breast-
strokers Pam Zelnick, Stephanie 
Eberhardt and Erin Mattson 
all posted season-best times in 
the 100-yard breaststroke, with 
Zelnick earning 10th out of the 
34 competitors. 

While the Indiana Invitational 
was not a team-scored meet, the 
Owls faced fast competition from 
all teams at the meet, especially 
12th-ranked Indiana University. 
The invitational served as good 
preparation for the Owls' next 
tough competition, a swimming-

only dual-meet tomorrow in 
College Station, Tex. against fifth-
ranked Texas A&M University. 

— Taylor Johnson 

Volleyball finishes 
with loss to UH 

The volleyball team closed out 
its season with a three-game loss 
to the seventh-seeded University 
of Houston in the first round of 
the 2006 Conference USA tourna-
ment Nov. 16. The Cougars, who 
upset second-seeded Marshall 
University (20-12, 12-4 C-USA) a 
day after upending lOth-seeded 
Rice (12-19, 5-11), lost to tourna-
ment runner-up Memphis Univer-
sity in the semifinals. 

Senior middle blocker Tessa 
Kuykendall was named to the C-
USA all-conference second team 
prior to the match, and her 546 ca-
reer blocks set a new Rice record. 
Freshman middle blocker Natalie 
Bogan was named to the all-fresh-
man team after leading rice with 
a .262 hitting percentage. 

In the 30-27,30-28,30-23 match, 
the Owls fell to a barrage of Hous-
ton rallies. Each time Rice took a 
lead in games one and two, the 
Cougar defense solidified, helping 
the offense to counter rallies and 
putting the Owls down 2-0 at the 
break. In game three, UH pulled to 
an early 11-5 lead, and by the time 
Rice furiously battled to an 18-18 
tie, the team had no energy to put 
together a finishing run. 

Bogan and outside hitter Jen-
nifer McClean contributed 10 kills 
apiece, one shy of team leading 
sophomore Karyn Morgan's 11. 
Sophomore outside hitter Jessica 
Holdernessled Rice with 19 digs, 
and freshman Channing Grigsby 
had 43 assists. 

— Dylan Farmer 

IN FOCUS: PRESIDENT'S CUP 
Standings as of Nov. 28: 

Including Freshman sports 
and Powderpuff 

Not including Freshman 
sports and Powderpuff 

Will Rice 9 Will Rice 9 

Sid Rich 8 Baker 7 

Baker 8 Jones 4.5 

Hanszen 7 Hanszen 4 

Jones 5.5 Brown 3 

Brown 5 Martel 2 

Martel 4 GSA .5 

Wiess 3 Lovett 0 

GSA .5 Wless 0 

Lovett 0 Sid Rich 0 

PAGE 3 PRESENTS... 
So here at Page 3, we've decided to ask ourselves a question 

for the ages: What would happen if our beloved Rice football team 
engaged in a friendly match with a burly NFL bunch, say ... the Arizona 
Cardinals? Let us posit the game's timeline: 

5:00 — Pretty-boy Matt Leinart begins his ballroom dance routine. 
6 :00 — Brent Musberger starts the NBC preview. 
6 :15 — Brent realizes he doesn't work for NBC. 
6 :30 — Larry Fitzgerald threatens Dillard for imposing on his turf. 
6 : 3 1 — Edgerrin James glances at the Owls' 0-Line and back at 

his own before thinking, "Wow, I wish I was on that team." 
7 :00 — Leinart sacked by Brian Raines. 
7:13 — RUPD arrests Ken Hatfield for streaking. 
7 :20 — Shepherd 99 yard strike to Dillard, who sort of floats into 

the endzone from around the 50. The world looks in wonder. 
7 :21 — Clark Fangmeier takes 50 yard PAT try - "for the hell of it." 
7:30 - 9 :15 — Time flies when you're having fun. 
9 :30 — With Rice trailing 10-9, defensive linemen Courtney Gordon 

and George Chukwu chase Leinart around with an angry 
picture of Paris Hilton. Leinart ballroom dances into the 
endzone for a safety — Rice wins! 
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CALENDAR 
olec. 1 -8 

FRIDAY 

First is first 
1 

Today is First Friday, and Friday 
the first First Friday, the capital-
ized variety, is Rice Program 
Council's talent and event show 
in Ray Courtyard and the 
adjacent field this afternoon. 
This month, First Friday is pair-
ing with World AIDS Day, which 
takes place all day in Kelley 
Lounge in the Student Center. 
AIDS Day coordinators host a 
benefit concert from 3 - 6 p.m. 
with free T-shirts while they last. 

Hullabaloo canek, canek 
Yeah, I don't get it either, but the 
Fightin' Texas Aggies of Texas 
A&M sure do. Tonight, the Lady 
Owls basketball team takes on 
the No. 12 Aggies at 7 p.m. at 
Autry Court in the biggest non-
conference game of the season. 

The Owls are picked to win 
Conference-USA, so come watch 
a potential tournament preview. 

SATURDAY 

Conspiracy of Silence 

Conspiracy of Silence: HIV/AIDS 
in the Black Community takes 
place today from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
in the Grand Hall of the Rice 
Memorial Center. Three panel 
discussions are planned, with uni-
versity and community activists 
and experts attending, including 
Religious Studies Professor Elias 
Bongamba and Houston council-
woman Ada Edwards. Lunch will 
also be provided. 

iViva! 

Everybody loves salsa. 
Actually, I knew a guy that was 

allergic to cilantro, so he didn't 
particularly care for salsa, since 
oftentimes it made him violently 
ill. I digress. Tonight from 
9 p.m. - 1 a.m, Wiess College's 
commons will be like happy 
hour at your favorite Mexican 
restaurant, complete with 
margaritas, chips, salsa and 
dancing. jQue rico! 

dubbin' 

With Willy, that is. Tonight in 
Willy's Pub is the second-ever 
Club Willy, when your favorite 
on campus drinking establish-
ment becomes your favorite 
on-campus dance club. From 
10 p.m. - 2 a.m, you can do all 
that cool stuff and take some 
sweet pics that all your nifty 
friends can post in their 
Facebook albums. 

Posada 

Tonight a procession around 
campus for HACER's fall show 
Posada begins at 6 p.m, with 
dinner and the show to follow at 
7. Tickets cost $4 for Rice folk 
and $6 for everybody else. 

BUDHAVARA € FRIDAY 8 
Hindi 

Hindi is one of two national 
languages for the country of 
India, the other being English. 
India boasts oi." of the oldest 
civilizations in the world, and 
the cultural history also includes 
many other languages still 
spoken in the 28 Indian states. 
India has benefitted greatly from 
economic globalization in recent 
years. As India's economy 
continues to become more and 
more advanced, the former 
crown jewel of the British 
Empire's work week becomes 
more and more Westernized. 
As anyone who has ever had to 
make a phone call to tech sup-
port can tell you, whether you 
take a sack lunch with a ham 
and cheese sandwich or a garlic 
and cheese paratha, hump day, 
or Budhavara, leaves you a '" tie 
more likely to make a phone call 
to a slightly disgruntled and most 
definitely worn-out 
service associate. 

That's ail, folks! 

Today is the last day of classes. 
For many of you, today is also 
the first day of ultra-cramathon 
2006, where you study so hard 
you actually forget to breathe 
and blink for several minutes 
at a time. I suggest taking a 
few hours to breathe and relax 
today before you throw yourself 
into finals mode. 

SUBMIT AN EVENT 
Deadline is Monday at 12 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 
Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: threshercalendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions printed on 
a space available basis. 
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HOUSTON - Note: The following story is a verbatim transcript of something 
we made up from casually perusing the KPRC Local 2 News Web site, aka, 
the same techniques they used for reporting on Rice. 

Although it is one of the nation's largest media markets, KPRC is one of the worst 
local news networks in the country. It's trashy and lowbrow (Radar the weather 
dog? News reports on the anchor's kids?! What the f$%*?!!). But KPRC investiga-
tive reporters may think that their standards can be as low as the common denomi-
nator to which this network seems to aspire. 

There are quotes taken out of context and overly made up. There were shots of 
"investigative reporter" Amy Davis typing away on an unplugged computer in a 
darkened room. But in the end, her mistake wasn't misleadingly grouping PI, DUI 
and DWI charges. It wasn't pasting together answers from misleading questions 
to create a story where there was none. It wasn't misrepresenting a simple Google 
search as investigative reporting. And it certainly wasn't portraying Rice students as 
rich kids who bribe the police to get away drunk driving. Her mistake wasn't going 
far enough. 

Investigation: KPRC Reporter 
Gets Pass For Bad Reporting, 
Affair With Canine Co-Worker? 

By using the same selective placement techniques as Amy Davis, 
and not letting facts get in the way of a good story, we were able 
to provide a night vision picture of Davis' relationship with 
coworker, Radar the weather dog. 

For example, if you're going to selectively show a Web site as evidence, take ad-
vantage of it. Did you know that if you use the Click2Houston.com site search for 
"amy davis' sexual relationship with radar the weather dog," you get 77,654 results? 
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Results for: amy davis' sexual relationship with radar the weather dog 

about 7 7 6 5 4 results found, scored using date , 
top 5 0 0 sorted by r e l e v a n t 

6 1 % Meet It n<f*r, Cf. mkv! jl'* Wrnther liog 
6 8 % Meet ftlMtor, ?,'% Weather 
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6 5 % Radar T« v «no Stt.g« For His Graduation 
6 4 % Amy: Vehicle Damaged By Tow Truck 
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And if we cut and paste pictures, much like she cut and 
pasted two-second-long interviews, we can provide clear 
photographic evidence of this sweet, forbidden inter-
office love. 

We didn't ask KPRC if we could sit in on the editorial 
meetings that would discuss Davis' trans-species rela-
tionship with her more talented canine coworker, but we 
assumed that all meetings were confidential. 

However, Davis' biography on Click2Houston.com was 
proof enough: "Amy said the favorite part of her job is ... 
exposing ... and letting the little guy's voice be heard." 
Obviously, she means pleasuring Radar — affectionately 
known as "the little guy" — until he howls. But Davis gets 
pleasure out of it, too. "I love ... shouting." And we're sure 
that Radar makers her shout all night long. 

See, now that's investigative reporting! 

• 

The Backpage is satire and is written by Evan Mintz. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

i WILLY'S PUS 
Erf. 1975 

Wednesday 12/6— Trivia Night 

Thursday 12/7— Holiday Pub Night 

But before all that... 

1 9 1 ... 
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;t want to miss this... 

HELP WANTED 

PART-TIME HOSTESS needed for 
fine dining restaurant . Pleasant work-
ing environment. Looking for strong, 
motivated, professional person. Apply 
Tues-Fri 2pm-5pm 1728 Post Oak Blvd 
(713) 840-1111. Denisse Osorio. 

PART-TIME OFFICE assistant needed. 
Flexible hours available with good 
hourly pay. Nice work environment and 
training provided. We are located in the 
Rice Village within walking distance of 
campus. Please send your resume via 
email to: LVS@charternotes.com 

STUDENT OFFICE ASSISTANT for 
Earth Science Dept.; general office 
duties: filing, faxing, campus errands, 
data entry, other duties as assigned. 
$8.50/hr. Call (713) 3484880. 

UPSCALE BOUTIQUE SALON in the 
heart of West University is seeking 
someone who is computer savy, weli 
spoken, and has great people skills for 
a receptionist position. Please contact 
Jennifer via email at: JAE1967@aol. com, 
resumes preferred. 

PRIVATE MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
near Rice University is looking for part-
time assistants and substitutes. Great 
if you are needing flexible hours and 
wanting an enjoyable and rewarding 
job. Call Tara @ (713) 5200738. 

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION: 
Rice alumni looking for part-time as-
sistant to do SEO, will train. Work can 
be done remotely with flexible hours. 
Send resume to: JJF@AffordableTours 
com or fax: (281) 269-2696. 

RETAIL SALESPERSON NEEDED 
at Houston Ski & Board. Experience 
required. (8(X)) 766-0214. 

HOUSING 

2 / 1 NEWLY RENOVATED apart-
ment, Montrose area, $900/month. 
(713) 825-9348. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. BIKE to Rice. 
Large two bedroom, two bath apart-
ment in updated building at 4200 Mt. 
Vernon. Central air, hardwood floors, 
off street parking, on-site laundry. 
$975 with lease and deposit. Andover 
(713) 524-3344. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

F O L D I N G TABLES: (2) LIGHT-
WEIGHT, white $20/ea.; (2) heavy, 
wood grain $25.00/ea. Size 48'x24"-
per feet conditions. Great for computer 
and extra work space. Can deliver to 
dorm curbside. (713) 523-1599. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are a s follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $ 1 5 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $ 3 0 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $ 4 5 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6 1 0 0 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348 -5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any reason 
and does not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. 
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