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Man faked student 
status for over a year 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A 20-year-old Houstonian who 
pretended to be a Rice student for 
three semes te rs was ar res ted at 
Baker College last week. 

The Rice Police ar res ted David 
Javani Vanegas Sept. 13 for criminal 
t respass and an outstanding traffic 
warrant and remanded him to Har-
ris County Jail. Vanegas admitted 
to RUPD officers that he had been 
eating at the Hanszen /Wiess Serv-
ery, at tending classes and sleeping 
at Baker College. 

RUPD Chief Bill Taylor said 
Vanegas a t tended la rge c lasses 
where he could not be picked out and 
convinced students to let him sleep in 
their rooms by telling them that he 
lived off campus but was too tired to 
drive home. Vanegas also frequently 
claimed to have forgotten his ID so 
students would let him into buildings 
and help him get food. 

"He admits to gett ing food from 
the se rvery and gett ing places to 
sleep by deception," Taylor said. 
"His idea was that the worst that 
could happen to him is that he would 
get warned for t respassing." 

Sergeant Gary Spears, one of 
two officers who made the arrest , 
said Vanegas initially lied to RUPD 
about his s tatus as a student. 

"[Vanegas] claimed that he was a 
Rice student," Spears said. "He told a 
tall tale about his family being an inter-
nationally wealthy family and how he 
had to attend Rice under a fake name, 
which is why we would find no record 
of him on any Rice database." 

Spears said the o f f i ce r s got 
Vanegas to confess by taking him to 
Baker College Master Luis Aranda. 
When Aranda did not recognize 
Vanegas and the police dispatcher 
could not find any record of him, 
the officers made the arres t . 

"[Vanegas] said that he applied to 
Rice and was accepted but couldn't 
attend," Spears said. "He said that 
it would break his mother ' s hear t if 
he didn't attend Rice, so he carried 
out this ruse for th ree semesters , 
showing up he re every day." 

Taylor said in addition to the 
t respass charge , RUPD is t rying 
to get the District Attorney's office 
to press theft of services charges . 
Vanegas could face felony charges if 
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David Javani Vanegas. 

it is proven that he stole more than 
$1,500 in room, board and tuition. 

"We will work with Housing and 
Dining to de te rmine the values [of 
the services]," Taylor said. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Daniel Rasheed made the call to 
RUPD. 

Rasheed, who t r ans fe r r ed to 
Rice from the National University 
of Singapore in Fall 2005, said he 
was fr iends with Vanegas. 

"He used to eat lunch with [my 
group of friends] probably daily for 
the past year and maybe longer," 
Rasheed said. "I just joined Rice 
last year, and he s tar ted coming 
to Rice about six months before 
I joined. Whenever we went out 
we usually went out with him, like 
to the cinema or various concer t s 
and stuff. He was an integral part 
of our group." 

Rasheed said he became suspi-
cious because Vanegas never had 
an ID card, never studied and did 
not have the class selection of a 
political science major, which he 
claimed to be. 

"[My suspicions] have been off 
and on for probably six months or 
so," Rasheed said. 

Rasheed said he c o n f r o n t e d 
Vanegas a f te r inves t igat ing his 
Facebook profile — Rasheed and 
a friend discovered that the e-mail 
address Vanegas used to create the 
account was not his. 

"I asked him point blank, 'Do 
you go to Rice?'" Rasheed said. 
"He said 'yes. '" 

Rasheed and his friend asked 
Vanegas to prove that he was a 
student by showing his ID card or 

see VANEGAS, Page 5 

RTV5 to increase programming 
with help of advanced equipment 

by Lily Chun 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Later t h i s s e m e s t e r , w h e n 
s t u d e n t s flip to c h a n n e l 5 on 
campus , they will be more likely 
to see a powderpuff game or new 
programs than cycles of RTV5 
commercia ls . 

Station Manager Dan Derozier, 
a Hanszen College junior, said 
the blanket-tax organization h a s 
plans to overhaul its image and 
programming. 

Derozier said the station will 
begin filming and airing college 
sporting events and will eventually 
move to a programming schedule 
with a dif ferent slate of shows every 
night. Colleges will be encouraged 
to use equipment borrowed from 
RTV5 to film their own sports , 
which the station will then air. 

He said the s ta t ion is still 
finalizing its p rog ramming but 
will begin p roduc ing a s h o r t , 
semi-weekly news show and a 
bi-weekly spor t s show featur ing 
interviews with varsity coaches 

and athletes . T h e staff is also 
consider ing sketch and scripted 
comedies, and RTV5 will continue 
to produce its reality show, "Screw 
Your Roommate," which sets up 
s tudents on blind dates. 

Derozier said RTV5 will also 
work with theVisual and Dramatic 
Arts Depar tment to air s tudent 
film projects. He said the station 
is open to new ideas as well. 

"We would encourage people, 
if they have ideas, to go to RTV, 
and we can help make it happen," 
Derozier said. "As much as we 
want to emphasize our own in-
house content , we want to be a 
resource for people who want to 
make their own stuff." 

Within the next few weeks , 
RTV5 will spend about $3,000 to 
pu rchase wire less audio-visual 
equipment and more cameras. The 
new equipment will allow the sta-
tion to film and air more programs 
with a l imited s taff , Deroz ie r 
said. Currently about 10 people 
are consistently involved in the 
organization. 

"We're going to buy a whole 
lot of equipment to do d i f ferent 
th ings ... that [o therwise would] 
require a lot of people and time," 
Derozier said. 

P rogramming Director Bret t 
Snider, a Hanszen junior, said h e 
wants to increase the stat ion's vis-
ibility this year. He said h e would 
like to publish the station's weekly 
p r o g r a m m i n g l i n e - u p in t h e 
Thresher once it is developed. 

Snider said he hopes the pro-
gramming changes will encour-
age more s tuden t s to join the 
organization. He said all s tudents , 
even those without audio-visual 
experience, are welcome to join. 

"We're willing to give tutorials 
on ... filming, editing, any of the 
steps along the way," Snider said. 
"RTV is there to help you realize 
what you want to do." 

Snider said he is excited about 
the changes . 

"There 's really a new era of 
RTV people who are just pump-
ing new blood into the group," 
he said. 
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Hey, that's me! 
Will Rice College junior Nicolle Nonken and Wiess College sophomore Alex Mainor glance through the pages of the 
2005-'06 Campanile. The latest yearbook can be picked up in the Campanile Office, the Clubs Office or the Office of 
Student Media during business hours. All students pay for a copy of the yearbook through student activities fees. 

Faculty to discuss diversity at Rice INSIDE 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Faculty members will come together in a 
forum Wednesday to discuss diversity at Rice. 

Assistant Dean of Students Cathi Clack 
is organizing the forum in response to the 
Princeton Review's recent ranking of Rice 
as the university with the most "race/class 
interactions" and the Sept. 15 Backpage, which 
presented jokes about racial stereotypes. 

DIVERSITY FORUM 
When: Wednesday, Sept. 27 from 4-6 p.m. 

Where: Farnsworth Pavilion, Ley Student Center 

Confirmed Panelists: 
History Professor Alex Byrd 
Sociology Professor Chandler Davidson 
Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman 
Sociology Professor Bridget Gorman 

Clack said the forum is designed as a cam-
pus-wide discussion about diversity, a subject 
already being discussed in smaller groups. 

"Everything we're trying to do isabout open-
ing dialogue," Clack, who is also the director of 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs, said. 

The faculty members who have confirmed 
they will participate in the panel discussion are 
History Professor Alex Byrd, Sociology Pro-
fessor Emeritus Chandler Davidson, Dean of 
Undergraduates Robin Forman and Sociology 

Professor Bridget Gorman. 
Clack said a group of students 

she consulted chose to invite these 
faculty members to discuss ethnic 
and gender diversity on campus, 
as well as related historical and 
sociological issues. 

Clack said she will consider the 
forum a success if the students who 
were most upset about the Back-
page have a chance to share their 
thoughts and hear those of others. 
She also hopes the forum will be 
educational and enlightening for 
all who attend. 

Academic deadlines 
Today at 5 p.m. is the deadline to add 

a course or to complete late registration. 
Today is also the last day you may drop 
a course without a fee and the last day to 
designate a credit course as "audit" or 
vice versa. 

Movie Screening 
Rice Cinema presents a Murfee Wor-

sham screening of Animal House, a 1978 
comedy today at 5 and 8 p.m., and Saturday 
and Sunday at 8 p.m. in the Grand Hall in 
the RMC. 

OPINION 
Reactions to last week's Backpage 

Page 3 

NEWS Page 5 
Honor Council changes 

A&E Page 8 
Bluegrass goes solo 

SPORTS Page 12 
Women s tennis preview 

Scoreboard 

Soccer 
Rice 5, SFA 0 
Football 
Texas 52, Rice 7 
Volleyball 
Rice 0, Michigan 3 
IPFW 3, Rice 2 

"It looked like the judges not only ate all of 
the food but loved the sauce so much that 
they cleaned the plate with pieces of bread." 
— Hanszen/Wiess Servery Chef Edward Castillo 
on the judges' reaction to his meal at a national 
competition. See story, page 7. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Isolated thunderstorms, 79-91 degrees 
Saturday 
Isolated thunderstorms. 75-92 degrees 
Sunday 
Scattered thunderstorms. 66-85 degrees 
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Welcome back RTV5; 
show us what you've got 
We may be biased, but we think student media is one of Rice's 

most necessary and influential institutions. That is why, when 
channel surfing, we tend to pause somewhere between the 
televangelists and C-SPAN 3 to check out Rice's own television 
network — RTV5. For nearly 10 years, Rice's television has 
aired student rants, campus films, news coverage of the KTRU 
shutdown and other excellent shows. So, we are thrilled to see 
RTV back in action and implementing a programming schedule 
that will include new shows (see story, page 1). We applaud 
the organization's revamping efforts, and we hope to see fresh, 
relevant and regular programming soon. 

As a blanket tax organization that collects $4 from every under-
grad annually, RTV should consistently provide its viewers with new 
and regular programming. Students should be able to hold RTV to 
a reasonable programming standard — after all, it operates on their 
money. As the RTV Web site states, the more than $10,000 it collects 
from undergraduates annually is intended to "provide campus with 
a variety of new programming." 

There should have been no need to resuscitate the station 
from a catatonic state. The station's past leadership should have 
ensured continuity from year to year, which would have precluded 
the flux between glorious reigns and dark ages. Now, as the 
station rises out of a coma, we hope RTV's current leadership 
will take it upon themselves to draw up such plans. A few core 
programs that do not rely on actors or scripts could be continued 
year after year, regardless of changes in leadership. Interview, 
sports and news shows are all in the works, and making a solid 
anchor will ensure a base audience for when RTV creates more 
labor-intensive shows. Even low-budget, low-manpower coverage 
of campus happenings such as Willy's Pub trivia nights, Baker 
Institute events, public parties and Student Association meetings 
would drastically improve RTV's usefulness on campus. 

Furthermore, the changes may spur interest in RTV as a student 
organization, helping to recruit the manpower necessary to create 
a fully effective station. Campus interest in video communication 
is already on the rise, and the Film Club's recent activity could 
mesh well with RTV's new production agenda. We have no doubt 
that this campus is capable of producing new programming to 
a reasonable standard with the resources RTV has to offer, but 
student interest will make or break the cause. 

We wish RTV the best of luck in renovating its image and improv-
ing its programming schedule, and we hope students will step up 
to support their television station with more than just their blanket 
tax dollars. 

Rice should provide mass 
transit when needed 

Last week's University of Texas-Rice football game at Reliant 
Stadium saw Rice students frustrated even before the Owls took 
the field. Transportation to the game was a mess. Students taking 
the METRORail to Reliant before the grime were lucky to make it 
in under an hour. 

The trains were running normal weekend schedules and 
stopping by campus once every 18 minutes, passengers bliss-
fully unaware of the throngs awaiting them at the Hermann 
Park/Rice University and Memorial Hermann Hospital/Houston 
Zoo stations. Some students waited more than half an hour for 
an open car. 

In general, students should rely on public transportation, 
especially when it is provided without a charge, and free use of the 
METRORail is a wonderful thing — we hope students continue to 
take advantage of it. But e\pecting more than 1,000 students and 
their families to squeeze onto the light rail for a football game is 
absurd. It taxed Rice fans' spirits and the city's resources unneces-
sarily, and it could have been remedied with a simple shuttle service 
from campus to Reliant, as the Athletic Department provided for the 
UT-Rice game in 2003. 

Rice's small size prevents the need for regular mass tranit — but 
should make it easier to obtain when necessary Select sporting 
events, 100 Days parties and other campus-uniting outings deserve 
better than long lines and cramped METRORail cars. The Athletic 
Department and other university event planners should recognize 
the huge difference this small service can make. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

An 
Adventure in 

Weekend 
Morality 

presented by 

Dan Derozier 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Failed Backpage 
sparks conversation 
To the editor: 

In pursuing its goals of humor 
and satire, the Backpage of the 
Thresher often flirts playfully with the 
boundaries of good taste, and, in the 
eyes of some beholders, occasionally 
crosses into the terr i tory of the inap-
propriate. However, the Backpage 
on Sept. 15 was something different 
and very troubling. No subject is 
beyond the reach of satire, but to be 
effective, or even just funny, satire 
requires imagination and insight, 
which were absent from this effort . 
T h e result reinforced some very 
hur t ful stereotypes. Diversity — in 
all its forms and in all segments of our 
population — lies at the very hear t 
of our aspirations as a university 
and as a community, and we proudly 
promote this aspect of our vision. 
Some who have come to Rice to join 
the pursuit of that vision have found 
that we have a measure to go before 
fully realizing it. For many member s 
of the Rice community who have 
worked so hard to make Rice a more 
welcoming and supportive home for 
all, that Backpage seemed like a taunt 
and felt like a body blow. 

This episode serves as a stark 
reminder that there is still much 
work to do in creating a campus in 
which everyone feels fully valued. 
To be successful, this effort must 
res t on a founda t ion of mutua l 
understanding that can only result 
from free and open communication. 
T h e edi tors respons ib le for this 
Backpage quickly recognized their 
e r ror in judgment and apologized 
to the Rice community. It is unfor-
tunate, but perhaps inevitable, that 
productive conversations often occur 
most easily following moments that 
seem to many like setbacks, but I am 
optimistic, based on the experiences 
of the last few days, that we will be 
able to create from this moment 
significant progress towards one of 
our most cherished goals. 

Robin Forman 
Dean of Undergyaduates 

Ranking merits pride, 
but look to improve 
To th" editor: 

I imagine that the 7hresher will 
(as it should) receive a great deal 
of mail about last week's misguided 
Backpage, but I wanted instead to 
address myself to Stephanie Jen-
nings ' very though t fu l piece on 
Rice's diversity ranking ("Diversity 
rank deserves closer look," Sept. 15). 
While I don't agree with everything 
she says, 1 completely share her 
conclusion that significant issues 
continue to surround diversity at Rice. 
We can take pride in the ranking by 
the Princeton Review regarding race 
and class interaction and note that 
some things supporting our diversity 
work extremely well here, while also 
acknowledging that there remain real 
and important issues to be addressed 
now and in the coming years. 

Al though p e r h a p s not widely 
noted, last year we added for the 
first t ime to Rice's miss ion state-
men t our aspirat ion to cultivate "a 
diverse communi ty ." Succeed ing 
at that will r equ i r e ha rd work and, 
mos t of all, a c o m m i t m e n t and 
wil l ingness to d i scuss the i s sues 
even apar t f rom any specif ic event 
that a r o u s e s our pass ions . 

1 look forward to working with 
Stephanie, o ther s tudents and the 

many const i tuents in our commu-
nity to a s sure that the neces sa ry 
conversat ions and improvemen t s 
take place. It 's g rea t to b e ranked 
n u m b e r one, but somet imes that 
just isn't good enough . 

David Leebron 
President, Rice University 

Apology not enough 
for insulted students 
To the editor: 

I am a s h a m e d tha t a p a p e r 
purportedly representative of this 
student body and Rice University 
would print a Backpage so blatantly 
offensive. While m e m b e r s of the 
Thresher staff have sent wri t ten 
apologies to Rice students, the apol-
ogy — or an apology by itself — is 
insufficient and does little to atone 
for the damage the Backpage has 
caused the Rice community. 

The Backpage went much farther 
than "undercut [ ting] serious efforts to 
make Rice a welcoming and support-
ive community for everyone" — the 
Thresher made a mockery of recent 
hurtful and divisive issues on campus, 
such as racial profiling by RUPD, the 
Jones College O-Week theme and the 
deplorable behavior of Sid Richardson 
College advisers during this year's 
O-Week Diversity workshop. ITiese 
are instances in recent memory that 
have made many students, especially 
those in a minority, feel as if they have 
no place at this institution. 1 want you 
to know that many Rice students co[X' 
with and fight against the stereotypes 
presented in the Backpage on a regular 
basis and that it has been a degrading 
experience seeing their peers laughing 
along with these stereotypes because 
they believe them to be true. 

If the 77/ resheris truly "committed 
to involvement" in a "dialogue about 
tolerance and diversity at Rice," I 
expect the Thresher staff to partici-
pate in a face-to-face open forum in 
which they explain their intentions 
behind printing the Backpage and 
hear directly from the s tudents they 
have insulted. 

Jacqueline Dan 
Martel senior 

Vice-Chair, Asian Pacific 
Americans for Social Action 

(APASA) 

Hackneyed jokes 
not a problem 
To the editor: 

Last w e e k ' s Backpage saw a 
bit of backlash. Apparently, some 
people don't appreciate making light 
of racial s tereotypes, especially on 
Families Weekend. I unders tand the 
reasons behind the reactions, but I 
don't feel the same way. It s eems the 
article 's equal (if subtler) mocking 
of the people giving answers to 
the quest ions got lost. T h e people 
holding this mini-symposium on the 
Backpage come off as dense idiots. 
That doesn' t lend itself to honest 
perpetuation of s tereotypes — it 
makes people who actually think 
this way sound stupid. 

I also don't see why any subject 
should be off-limits, so long as the 
humor isn't mean-spirited. Nearly 
every joke plays off of some pre-
conception, from blonde jokes to a 
script f rom "The Boondocks" (my 
favorite I V show) or "South Park," 
which caught a lot of flak over the 
same issue. What exactly is fair 
game? W h e r e is the line drawn? 
"South Park" touched on this in its 

Car toon Wars episodes — ei ther 
every th ing is OK to m a k e fun of, 
or nothing is. Given the racial and 
socioeconomic issues , I can see 
how the h u m o r pushed the lines of 
acceptability. I just don't see why 
mature , intelligent people can be 
seriously offended by a ser ies of 
hackneyed jokes. 

The one indisputable criticism is 
that Families Weekend wasn't the best 
time to run this. But then we have 
to ask when the Thresher has ever 
been meant for anyone other than 
the student body. My parents have 
had a subscription to the Thresher tor 
the past two years. Should we censor 
anything in our student-run newspa-
per because our families might see it? 
I'd rather offer insight into how Rice 
operates while they're gone. 

I suppose my main point is, if you 
want to get angry about last week 's 
400-odd words on the Backpage, 
you'd better be saying something 
about "Chappelle's Show," "South 
Park," "The Boondocks," "Family 
Guy" and any o ther mass media 
or person that uses humor based 
on any s t e r e o t y p e . My b i g g e s t 
problem with that Backpage is that 
it didn't include any jokes about 
Hispanics — my friends and family 
back home would've loved it. 

Adam Guerra 
Jones junior 

Attacks on religion 
merit resignations 
To the editor: 

I am writing as a member of the 
Rice University staff and as a former 
Rice graduate student in religious 
studies to express my disappointment 
in the Backpage's lame attempts at 
humor at the expense of diversity. 
From beginning to end the item was 
tasteless, humorless and offensive. 

I am par t icular ly appal led at 
t he at tack on the "Pa in t ing for 

Sec LETTERS, page 1 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to th reslter@rice. edu. 
l e t t e r s must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length 
The Thresher r e s e r v e s the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscr ipt ions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$125 internat ional via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept aisplay and clas-
sified advert isements . Adver-
tisements must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to a Friday publication date. 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu f o r 
more information. 

mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Stereotyping jokes have no place on campus 
Satire is a difficult medium to mas-
ter. And when used improperly, it can 
actually be quite hurtful, which wri-
the resounding result of bst week's 
Backpage. First off, (he 
article was poorly written, 
and although the "answers" 
to the stereotyping ques-
tions are supposed to be too 
utterly ridiculous to be taken 
seriously, the message is lost 
in the inconsistent structure 
and lack of parallelism in 
the responses, resulting in 
clusters of insults. Racial ten-
sions still exist on campus, 
which constricts the flexibil-
ity of a publication represent-
ing the university to attempt to make 
jokes on the matter. Of all the topics in 
the world to poke fun at, why are we 
constantly prodding a subject that is 
bound to hurt someone, intentionally 
or otherwise? No matter how hard we 
try to avoid it, everyone has biases, and 
validating stereotypes, in joke form or 
not, does not help eliminate them. And 
unfortunately, if we are not helping 
to eradicate stereotypes, then we are 
authenticating them. 

To start with, I do not appreciate 
the misleading parallel being drawn 
between black students and crime 
on campus. Though there was an 
attempt to call attention to the real 
problem of racial profiling on this 
campus, mocking the issue was in 
poor taste, especially considering the 
highly unfortunate and rather embar-
rassing incident of racial profiling that 
occurred last year. Whether meant as 
a joke or not, drawing this deceptive 
correlation demeans the reputation 
of black students because it further 
implants the stereotype of their be-
ing more inclined to commit crime. 
Additionally, including the inappropri-
ate rap lyrics was unnecessary,distaste-

Tiffany 
Abdullahi 

fill and insulting. The writer pushes a 
false sense of ownership of these lyrics 
and the lifestyle they suggest onto the 
black community by implying that 

every black person listens 
to and respects all forms of 
rap, which is certainly not 
the case. Isn't it enough that 
black students are pigeon-
holed into these stereo-
types outside the hedges? 
Rice is supposed to be a 
home of more enlightened 
minds — people who can 
think outside the box. But 
if we insist on perpetuating 
these stereotypes,we mask 
the reality of truth — even 

though the purpose of an education is 
to enlighten. 

Furthermore, ridiculing "Asian 
kids" whose "eyes are so squinty" 
does not help them feel more in-
cluded. Rather, it isolates and derides 
cultural distinctions. In fact, it is not 
an uncommon procedure for people 
of Asian descent to undergo plastic 
surgery called blepharoplasty to 
increase the crease of the eyelid and 
obtain a more "Westernized" look. 
However, I do not support the notion 
of people destroying the nuances of 
beauty that make them unique. So 
why did the Backpage feel the need 
to even mention this? Since it does 
not attempt to destroy these biases, 
it more firmly roots these narrow-
minded beliefs in societal ideals, and 
this is an unacceptable practice for 
any representative of an institution 
of higher education. If the Backpage 
editor does not want to make a point, 
then it would be best to leave poten-
tially controversial topics alone. 

Additionally, part of a complete 
education involves learning about 
other people outside of those within 
your immediate circle of friends and 

family. But articles like last week's 
Backpage make stepping out of 
these comfort zones to explore other 
cultures even more difficult, which 
ultimately impedes upon receipt of 
a comprehensive education. Ide-
ally, every student would graduate 
from Rice a little more enlightened 
about other cultures, but validating 
stereotypes opposes progression 
towards this goal. 

Lastly, I would like to leave you 
with a quote from the Rice Code of 
Student Conduct: 

"The life and work of a Rice 
University student should be based 
on integrity, responsibility, and 
consideration for others. ... By 
entering Rice University, students 
accept several responsibilities: to 
respect the welfare of all persons in 
the University community and their 
guests , . . . and to maintain an atmo-
sphere conducive to education and 
scholarship. Failure to fulfill these 
responsibilities may result in the 
suspension of specific privileges, the 
withdrawal of the student's privilege 
of attending the University, or the 
imposition of other sanctions." 

I hope the staff members of the 
Thresher firmly believe in the ideals 
outlined by the Code of Conduct, 
but I would strongly advise them to 
question themselves regarding their 
own subject matter, especially in the 
case when the articles are unsigned, 
as the Backpage is, because the views 
portrayed are understood by default 
to represent those beliefs held by the 
university. It is my hope that they always 
remember those for whom they write 
and therefore try to respect the views 
of as many students as possible. 

Tiffany Abdullahi is a Mess College 
junior and Hlack Student Association 
Executive Board Member 

W h e n I was writing the Backpage 
at four in the morning last Thursday, 
the last thing I did was think. 1 did 
not think that switching between 
ironic humor and jabbing 
sarcasm would make the 
Backpage confusing. I did 
not think anyone would 
take it seriously. I did not 
think of the consequences 
of publishing it during Fam-
ilies Weekend. And I did not 
think it would insult people. 
But people were insulted. 
It was offensive — and it 
was wrong. 

It took only a good 
night's sleep and a few 
comments from around campus to 
realize the mistake I had made. Not 
only would families not realize the 
satirical nature of the Backpage, 
but those harboring racist attitudes 
might see the Backpage not as 
mockery, but as supportive of their 
prejudices. Editor in Chief David 
Brown and I quickly agreed that the 
campus deserved an apology. Con-
trary to many accusations, this was 
not forced—or even suggested—by 
any administrators. 

Many people have asked me what 
I was going for with the Backpage. 
Over-the-top, post-ironic humor has 
been in vogue lately — just look at 
Comedy Central. You are not sup-
posed to laugh with jokes themselves, 
but at the idea that people would say 
such absurd things. This was the con-
cept I had in mind when I wrote the 
Backpage. I thought the falsehoods 
on the Backpage were so obviously 
over the top that no one could take 
them seriously. 

In his routines, famed comedian 
I>enny Bruce was known for incor-
porating every naughty word, racial 
slur and social taboo 1950s America 
had to offer. He said, "It's the sup-
pression of the word that gives it the 
power, the violence, the viciousness." 
While I have this quote on the wall 
in the Thresher office, what I do not 

Evan 
Mintz 

have is a reminder that Bruce was 
arrested for obscenity. His use of 
sexual taboos and racial slurs did not 
r e f l ec t any ac tua l h a t r e d or 

bias — but some felt 
he lent c r e d e n c e to 
racists or simply did not 
believe his style of humor 
was appropriate. 

Bruce also said, "Satire 
is tragedy plus time: You 
give it enough time, the 
public, the reviewers will 
allow you to satirize it." 
And in light of very recent 
events, this was obviously 
a very bad time for last 
week's Backpage. 

Contemporary comedian Sacha 
Cohen clarifies Bruce 's idea in 
an episode of "Da Ali G Show" in 
which his Borat character sings, 
"Throw the Jew Down the Well." 
Certainly, very few viewers take 
Cohen's character seriously, and 
laugh not only at the horrible song, 
but also at the racist rubes who sing 
along with him. Although the Anti-
Defamation league protested this 
sketch at once — another event 
I probably should have remem-
bered — Cohen has since made 
clear that he is a t t empt ing to 
expose ignorance and prejudice, 
not support them. Indeed, I believe 
America has come to a point where 
racist jokes can often be laughed 
at — not with — in the right context. 
This Backpage, however, lacked 
the right context. It was poorly con-
structed , and its content hit too close 
to home in the Rice community. 

If any good can come from this, 
I hope the Backpage can spark a 
conversation that Rice needs. I have 
heard from students who thought 
the Backpage was hilarious and 
edgy — and from students who 
thought it was horrible and insult-
ing. There is a divide of opinion 
on what are and are not acceptable 
approaches to diversity issues on 
campus. We have a disconnect on 

Esoteric references 

Letter from an editor 

Backpage was wrong, despite intended humor 
campus that needs to be bridged. 

TTie ()ffice of Multicultural Affairs 
is holding a forum Wednesday to 
discuss last week's Backpage and 
related campus diversity issues. I will 
certainly be there to participate and 
answer any questions. Hopefully the 
discussion will not simply end after 
a couple weeks, only to be remem-
bered by a small group of students, 
but will continue as everybody works 
for a better campus atmosphere. 

Although I am looking to the 
future, I cannot undo the hurt of last 
week's Backpage. I can only offer 
my explanations and apologies, and 
hope the Rice community is willing 
to accept. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College junior 
and opinion and Backpage editor. 

0-Week hazing rules pierce 
hole in Houston economy 
Once upon a time, I was a 
freshman, a stranger to Houston 
enduring the trials of Orientation 
Week. Six other members of Lovett 
College's class of 2008 
and I gathered as we 
nervously awaited our 
advisers' arrival with 
our scavenger hunt lists. 
We had no idea what to 
expect, and what we 
met were a series of fast-
food-centric purchasing 
demands, stunts involv-
ing gallons of milk or 
phallic produce and tests 
of our abilities to quickly 
create Web sites. 

It was not until the wee hours 
of Thursday morning, after one 
I >ovett freshman had been ordained 
as a minister and President David 
Ijeebron had quoted The Princess 
Bride, that I first heard of scavenger 
hunt challenges of yore. It started 
with a story about a co-adviser get-
ting "Baker, Hell Yeah!" tattooed 
on her posterior a few years back, 
and my fellow new students and I 
inquired why tattooing and pierc-
ing had disappeared from our own 
scavenger hunt lists. It boiled down 
to ()-Week decision makers worry-
ing that students might feel hazed 
by being offered the opportunity to 
permanently alter their bodies dur-
ing their first week of college. 

I accepted this response and 
thought little more of it until two 
weeks ago, when my suitemates 
and I wound up at a piercing parlor. 
I decided to get a new piece of silver 
in my right ear and was shooting the 
breeze with the piercer, Zac. 

He inquired w h e r e I was 
in school, and when I replied 
"Rice" his face clouded over. He 
hesitantly asked, "Y'all don't have 
O-Week anymore, do you?" 

I replied that we did and asked 
him how he knew about Rice's new 
student orientation procedure. The 
story he told in response was heart-
rending: He used to celebrate the 
last week of August like airlines cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving, with throngs 
of nervous new students and gig-
gling advisers padding his waiting 
room. He would watch members 
of different colleges bond over the 
experience of getting pierced or 
inked. He even knew a few of the col-
lege cheers. Plus, he made upwards 
of $500per night for every day there 
was a scavenger hunt. Clearly, this 
man had loved O-Weeks past. 

I was thrown off guard. Here 
was a guy about to ram a 10-inch 
needle into my head looking like 
a forlorn puppy as he described 

Julia 
Bursten 

the effects of my fellow students' 
neglect had had on him. Without the 
scavenger-hunt income, Zac could 
not take summer vacations, and 

he'd had to rearrange his 
August schedule signifi-
cantly once Rice students 
stopped showing up en 
masse on select Indian 
summer weeknights . 
His impression was that 
my peers and I had vol-
untarily boycotted his 
establishment for the 
past half-decade's worth 
of O-Weeks. 

Not so, my perfo-
rated friend. While the 

administration has been taking 
careful steps to ensure students 
comply with section 51.936 of 
the Texas Education Code — the 
regulations on and definitions of 
hazing — it has completely ne-
glected the effect such measures 
have on the community outside 
the hedges. 

There's a case to be made that 
the new English Composition 
Exam "adversely affects the men-
tal health or dignity" of some new 
students. But I have a hard time 
understanding some of this year's 
scavenger hunt guidelines. They 
begin with general anti-hazing 
principles, move on to examples of 
"typical hazing practices" such as 
"being forced to wear embarrass-
ing or humiliating attire in public," 
"binge drinking" and "sexual 
simulation," and end with a set 
of more Rice-specific rules such 
as "O-Week is dry and therefore 
alcohol is not allowed," "No strip-
pers or homeless individuals," "No 
stealing" and "No tattoos, piercing 
or disfiguring in any form." 

No alcohol I understand. No 
homeless individuals I am down-
right thankful for. But I do not get 
why piercing is on par with a crimi-
nal offense in the administration's 
eyes. At the basest level, one act 
benefits the Houston economy 
while the other damages it. 

Shame on you, administrators. 
While I cannot ask you simply to 
hang up your hats and go off and do 
something other than university 
governance work. I can ask you 
to reconsider the scavenger hunt 
guidelines in a broader frame of 
reference. Keep the rules against 
feces, handcuffs and prostitutes, 
but think twice about denying us 
the ability to put holes in our ears. 
Think about Zac. 

Julia Bursten is a Lovett College 
junior and senior editor. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
LETTERS, from page 2 
Peace" murals, which were hung in 
Farnsworth Pavilion and involved 
individuals from various religious 
backgrounds—including Muslims, 
Christians, Jews, Buddhists, BaTiai 
and Hindus — during its creation. 
Those murals were painted in a 
sincere attempt at seeking under-
standing and reconciliation among 
peoples. Organized by an individual 
outside the Rice community at the 
medical center, the murals have been 
honored by a number of Houston 
organizations, and have hung addi-
tionally at the Consulate of Pakistan 
in Houston, where they were treated 
with respect. 

Your piece was an unrelenting 
diatribe that provides no understand-
ing for the reader or any humor. 
However, you may be right in that 
what is really needed at the university 
is a resource center for the under-
educated, illiberal young men who 
are currently running the Thresher. 
The apology issued was not enough. 
David Brown and Evan Mintz's res-
ignations for lack of good judgment 
and common sense may be the only 
apology that can be accepted by the 
Rice community as a whole. 

Calvin N. Preece 
Boniuk Center for the Study and 

Advnacement of Religious Tolerance 
Administrative Coordinator 

Backpage untimely, 
reaction insufficient 
To the editor: 

I've been trying to figure out how 
to adequately express my feelings 
toward the Backpage in the Sept. 15, 
issue of the Thresher. I don't understand 
why anyone, in light of the climate 
surrounding the university and the 
nation regarding diversity and toler-
ance, would consider the contents of 
the Backpage appropriate. 

The most upsetting part of this 
whole ordeal is that hardly anyone 
cares. After the Orientation Week 
controversies — the Jones College 
theme, the problems the diversity 
facilitators encountered in presenta-
tions— I thought it was clear that it is 
not the time or the place for this type 
of commentary to be produced. 

Another issue with this Backpage 
is that by default, unsigned pieces in 
the Thresher represent the majority 
opinion of students at Rice to the 
community: WTiat we think is ap-
propriate or important, what we think 
is funny, what we think is offensive. 
Maybe the situation would have been 
a little bit better if someone would 
have formally taken responsibility 
for the content. 

In my opinion, this entire situation 
has shown, through publication and 
response, that the university thinks 
that the effort for diversity is just like 
the Backpage: a big joke. 

Alicia Burns-Wright 
Jones Junior 

ADVANCE'S agenda 
tastelessly mocked 
To the editor: 

I appreciate the Threshers will-
ingness to consider ADVANCE'S 
stance on the most recent Backpage. 
ADVANCE members, as well as 
fellow students and even parents, 
gathered on Friday to discuss the 
hurtful nature and implications of 
the Backpage's content. 

As s tudent coord ina tor of 
ADVANCE (Advocating Diversity 
and the Need for Cultural Exchange), 
my main contention with the satirical 
and inllammatory Backpage is that 
it mocks the missions, goals and 
endeavors of multicultural and minority 
outreach organizations. ADVANCE 
creates opportunities to recognize 
and appreciate our diversity in a safe 
space to ultimately facilitate a greater 
understanding of ourselves and others. 

We believe our differences bring us 
together, rather than create feelings 
of intimidation and distance. Thus, 
we encourage people to raise sincere 
questions and comments regarding 
different values, sexual preferences, 
racial and ethnic backgrounds, and 
religious beliefs to bridge the gap of 
tolerance and understanding. 

Although I understand the Back-
page's intentions to lampoon Rice's 
diversity ranking by the Princeton 
Review, I do not condone its exploi-
tation of polarizing stereotypes to 
crudely gloss over important issues 
concerning differences. The one-
sided question and answer dialogue 
gives the false impression that hard 
questions concerning diversity are 
taboo because certain groups can-
not handle the truth, and suggests 
that meaningful discussions are 
impossible. However, my participa-
tion in honest and stimulating dis-
cussions concerning difficult topics 
among open-minded Rice students 
proves otherwise. 

Diane Wu 
Sid Richardson senior 

ADVANCE Student Coordinator 

Apology appropriate, 
so is free speech 
To the editor: 

I truly appreciate Thresher Editor 
in Chief David Brown and Opinion 
and Backpage Editor Evan Mintz's 
apology, as I did feel most of the 
references were simply in bad taste 
and not satirical. With that being said, 
I'm a firm believer in free speech, 
whether one agrees, likes or ap-
proves. With what we see in the world 
today, particularly radical religious 
responses to inane remarks, 1 for one 
would rather have them say what 
they want rather than have an edited 
version of the Constitution. 

Reggie Clarkson 
Telecommunications Manager 

Reaction should 
focus on real issues 
To the editor: 

I wasn't surprised to see a letter 
of apology sent out by the Thresher 
over last issue's Backpage. 1 am glad 
the Thresher realizes the timing was 
poorly thought out. 

However, from listening to con-
versations on campus, students seem 
to miss the point of the Backpage. 
Though discrimination may be on 
its way out, we as students are still 
uncomfortable discussing the differ-
ences in, influences on and impacts 
of our multiracial and multicultural 
society. What this means to me is that 
the Backpage should have provoked 
dialogue on the issue. 1 wish people 
had looked at the Backpage as an 
opportunity to discuss what issues 
still remain in society — especially 
within the Rice community. 

I n s t e a d , we i m m e d i a t e l y 
assumed that the Backpage was 
solely offensive and contained no 
inherent intellectual value. I would 
disagree, because the Backpage 
made me realize two things. 

The first is that these jokes point 
out stereotypes that are actually held 
by a lot of people, though perhaps 
not to the same extent as stated. 
So the question then should have 
been, what should we as students do 
about it? I think Stephanie Jennings' 
column provides a good start to that 
dialogue. At a most basic level, we 
need to own up to the fact that these 
stereotypes do exist apart from the 
comedic realm. 

The second is that though I was 
taken aback at first, the Backpage 
did make me think about exactly why 
that happened. The "shock value" of 
something can and should provoke 
discussion and even solutions. We 
were of fended as a community because 
previously, no one had the audacity to 

showthattheseprejudicesdoexist Itis 
easier for us to retreat into the safety of 
political correctness than to take what 
we are presented with and actually 
examine its veracity and implications. 
To that end, by putting the issues out 
there, the Backpage shocks usin order 
to point out an issue we'd otherwise 
be too scared to talk about for fear of 
offending anyone. 

So while I agree with the outcry 
against the offensive nature of the 
jokes on the Backpage, rather than 
simply feeling good about ourselves 
for eliciting an apology from the 
Thresher, let's use this to discuss the 
problems of political correctness and 
the racial tensions which actually 
do exist on our campus rather than 
the Thresher's consistent inability to 
make you laugh. 

Kirti Datla 
Sid Richardson junior 
Thresher staff writer 

Equal offender a 
uniter, not a divider 
To the editor: 

I love America. The sights, the 
smells. I love every KFC-scarfing 
pastor in the South and every tight-
fisted, neurotic yoga yuppie in the 
North. And I love that I have the 
freedom to make jokes. This free-
dom, this right that I have to make 
fun of whoever I want whenever I 
want, is protected in our Bill of Rights. 
That's why I am doing my duty as a 
protector of our First Amendment 
by protesting the apology forced on 
the Thresher in the interest of a status 
quo that effects a different but still 
unacceptable form of "separate but 
equal" on everyone for the sake of 
"political correctness." 

The Backpage was brilliant, not 
because it made fun of Asians or Cam-
pus Crusade for Christ; it was brilliant 
because it made fun of everyone. 
Fairly. Don't we all have the same 
rights as citizens of this country 
to vote, live and pay unreasonably 
high taxes together? If we're truly 
united under one flag, why can't we 
make fun of Asians as much as we 
make fun of WASPS? If it's only OK 
to make fun of white people, it's still 
separate but equal. That was thrown 
out in 1954 — it's time for humor to 
catch up. 

So to those who wrote to the 
Thresher complaining about preju-
dice: Remember, jokes we make 
about each other are jokes we make 
about ourselves. We're all humans, 
if not Americans — don't worry, 
international students, I'm not forget-
ting you or your weird accents and 
customs. It is my privilege—indeed, 
my duty — to make fun of everyone 
fairly. So thanks, Thresher, for boldly 
going where every person should go 
in the interest of togetherness. 

Maria-Elisa Heg 
Martel sophomore 

Backpage humor 
same as stand-ups' 
To the editor: 

I'm sure the Thresher will get a lot 
of heat for last week's racial profiling 
Backpage — at least in words from 
your friends and enemies, if not also in 
letters to the editor. Anyone who writes 
in to the lliresher, though, should 
also seriously consider contacting his 
or her favorite stand-up comedian to 
request additional sensitivity tocultural 
identities. Playing with racial and cul-
tural stereotypes is the d;iily bread of 
comedians, as well as a familiar topic 
amongst close friends. Rather than 
deny every stereotypical thought 
that enters the brain, the Backpage, 
like all comedians, makes light of the 
differences between us to show that 
they are not such big deals after all. 

Ian Ragsdale 
Hanszen senior 

Jokes not derisive, 
nor a problem 

To the editor: 
I thought I would compose a short 

letter approving last week's Backpage, 
because it was so funny, and because 
apparently a few people were offended 
by it. I have close friends from every 
single group that was made fun of in 
the Thresher, and all of them think 
it was funny and understand and 
appreciate the satire that was last 
week's Backpage; some of them even 
think it was the funniest Backpage 
they have yet seen. Whoever got 
offended by it and wrote angry letters 
and threats really needs to take some 
time to reflect and see how secure 
they are about whatever it is that 
they got offended about — and then 
decide how offended they are about 
the harmless Backpage and write 
another letter. I personally hope it was 
a bunch of white, conservative, up-
per-middle class, straight. Christian 
males as mentioned in the Backpage, 
just because that would be the most 
ironic and funny in this context 

The difference between the jokes 
in the Thresher and jokes that one 
should be offended by is that the 
Thresher is not derisive. Derisive 
jokes dehumanize and open the way 
for bad things like persecution and 
prejudice. Non-derisive jokes lead 
only to laughter, which is part of 
being human. However, there is the 
question of tact. In this case, it was 
rather tactless to exclude Hispanics 
and Native Americans. We should be 
able to poke fun at them too. 

Ed Bonnyman 
Sid Richardson sophomore 

At least Backpage 
sparked discussion 
To the editor: 

Hie backlash over the Backpage 
is only half of the problems with 
diversity that we face at Rice. Hie 
other half are opinions like the one 
Stephanie Jennings' guest column, 
which grossly understate the diver-
sity issues facing the Jones (Menta-
tion Week theme. If the whipping up 
of an e-mail frenzy about the theme 
three months after it is announced 
and no direct contact between the 
coordinators and those protesting 
the theme to talk about it shows the 
situation was handled "smoothly 
by all involved parties," I dare not 
consider what a bumpy handling 
would look like. 

Secondly, the guest columnist 
laments our distinction of "IjOts of 
Race/Class Interaction" — not "Has 
no Diversity Issues," as she is wont 
to believe. Rice does have diversity 
issues, not the least of which when 
it tried to address them in a forum 
known for silliness without malicious 
intent — the Backpage — cries for 
censorship abounded. The mere 
fact that we have the freedom of 
speech to print what may have been 
an ill-timed Backpage sarcastically 
stereotyping all sorts of groups at Rice 
is an indicator that Rice students are 
socially aware and willing to tackle 
discussions of stereotypes, rather 
than hiding behind propriety. The 
Backpage is the discussion the Jones 
O-Week coordinators never got: the 
Backpage as a discussion sparkplug 
in a student-accessible format is itself 
representative of our diversity and 
tantamount to why we receive awards 
for our race and class interaction. 

Lyssa Myska Allen 
Sid Richardson senior 

Diversity workshops 
divide new students 
To the editor: 

I am writing in response to 
Stephanie Jennings ' column on 

diversity at Rice. Jennings talks 
about how diversity workshops 
are supposed to help our allegedly 
racist university, yet coming in as 
an international freshman three 
years ago, I was appalled by the 
way diversity workshops were 
conducted at an otherwise accept-
ing and diverse institution such as 
Rice. I walked out of that session 
aware of differences that previ-
ously I had never even thought 
about. My Orientation Week group 
walked in as a group of human 
beings and walked out as a mix 
of blacks, whites and Hispanics. I 
felt antagonized by my facilitator 
when I mentioned that even though 
I am Mexican, I do not identify with 
American Hispanics. How on earth 
this is supposed to be helpful is 
beyond my understanding. 

Jennings also went on to criticize 
a workshop that turned into an argu-
ment on world politics. I was obvi-
ously not there when this happened, 
but I'm pretty sure that this would 
not have happened if the diversity 
facilitators had exercised better judg-
ment when leading a discussion that 
touches on such sensitive issues. 
Nobody wants O-Week to turn into 
a political debate, but if people are 
put in such a situation, then of course 
they will start arguing for their posi-
tion. And the truth is that a political 
argument, in which international 
students are obviously going to have 
opinions different from their Ameri-
can counterparts, does not reflect 
a lack of "race/class interaction" 
at Rice. 

Carla Martinez Machain 
Jones senior 

Ambassador omits 
Israeli meddling 
To the editor: 

Hie Thresher reported that Israeli 
Ambassador Daniel Ayalon stated, 
"We are not meddling in Palestinian 
internal politics" ("Israeli Ambas-
sador Ayalon: Key to Middle East 
peace is modernity," Sept. 15). As 
a follow-up question, one might 
ask whether the abduction and 
imprisonment of 33 democratically 
elected members of the Palestinian 
legislative Council by Israel ought 
to be construed as "meddling." 

Carl Fearson 
Visiting professor 

History department 

Tuck Fexas shirts 
inappropriate 

To the editor: 
I attended the Rice vs. Texas 

football game on Sept. 16with family 
members, and we were dismayed at 
the number ofT-shirts with offensive 
messages worn by Rice fans. The 
fact that Rice University endorses 
the T-shirts (they are purchased by 
the Student Association) is cause 
for more concern. Free speech is 
one thing, suggestive messages 
considered offensive by a polite 
society is quite another. In any case, 
something needs to be said loud and 
clear to current students and alumni. 
The message: "Tuck Fexas" is not 
appropriate — anytime, anywhere. 

Rice is not alone. UT has been 
trying to curb unsportsmanlike 
conduct among fans at home and 
away games. The September and 
October issue of its alumni maga-
zine devotes two pages to this topic. 
I encourage people to research 
this further. Surely these two uni-
versities can do better by setting a 
high standard of propriety for our 
great state. 

As a native Houstonian, I have 
always had a high regard for Rice 
University. I hope I will have reason 
to retain that regard in the future. 

Joe Montalbano 

% 



THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,2006 

ANEGAS 
From page 1 

logging into ESTHER. 
"Eventually it came to the 

point where we said, 'Look 
David, just tell the truth or 
we're going to call the police,'" 
Rasheed said. "[Vanegas] said 
i swear I'm a Rice student.' We 
asked him if he would mind if 
we called the police to verify 
that he was a student, and he 
said, 'Yeah, sure. 'Then I placed 
the call." 

A similar episode occurred 
in 2002 when a non-Rice stu-
dent, Rodrigo Montano, ob-
tained a Rice ID card, slept on 
campus and began practicing 
with the track team. Montano 
was exposed af ter a month 
and cha rged with cr iminal 
trespass. 

Rasheed said even though 
Vanegas lied about being a 
student, he was well-liked and 
supported by his peers. 

"[Vanegas] really is a good 
guy at heart, and he was loved 
by a lot of people at Rice," Ra-

sheed said. "Even though all 
the evidence pointed to the fact 
that he wasn't a Rice student, 
[there were] a lot of people 
who couldn't believe ... that he 
wasn't a student." 

Rasheed said he did not 
expect there would be any last-
ing consequences for Vanegas 
when he called RUPD. 

"I just wanted to know the 
truth," Rasheed said. "I just 
thought that they'd be like, 'OK 
he's not a Rice student.'" 

Taylor said RUPD will focus 
on education at the colleges to 
prevent similar incidents. 

"Idon'tknowthatit's[RUPD] 
that needs to do the preventing," 
Taylor said. "It's more the stu-
dents and the people in these 
colleges that need to be more 
aware of who is and who isn't a 
student. An observant student 
picked this up. We would never 
have picked this up, because he 
looked like, acted like, lived like 
a student." 

MICHAEL ROG/THRESHER 

Mother knows best 
Hanszen College junior Stephen Rooke compliments Denise Albert, the mother of Jones College sophomore 
Andrea Albert, at Spontaneous Combustion's Families Weekend performance. The group performed Sept. 15 in 
the Grand Hall in the Rice Memorial Center. 

"In Violation" plea eliminated as mandatory penalty mitigator 
by Eric Doctor 

FOR THE THRESHKK 

When a student is found "In 
Violation" of the Honor Code, 
the Honor Council starts with a 
maximum penalty of an "F" in the 
course and a two-semester suspen-
sion. Then the hearing panel uses 
mitigating circumstances, which 
are the nature of the violation and 
cooperation with the council, to 
reduce the penalty. 

At its meet ing Sunday, the 
council unanimously modified its 
Consensus Penalty Structure to 
eliminate a plea of "In Violation" 
as a mi t iga t ing c i r c u m s t a n c e 
council members must consider 

when selecting a penalty. However, 
council members can still consider 
an "In Violation" plea as mitigation 
if they choose. 

Honor Council Chair Becky 
Thilo said the change was made so 
that accused students do not think 
they have to plead "In Violation" 
to fully cooperate with the Honor 
Council if they are truly "Not in 
Violation." 

Prior to the change, the mitigat-
ing circumstance was defined as 
"cooperation shown through full 
and truthful disclosure of relevant 
information, which may include a 
plea of'In Violation' made in good 
faith." 

" [The f o r m e r sys tem 1 was 

giving people incentive to plea 
'In Violation' even if they felt that 
they weren't 'In Violation,"' Thilo, 
a Hanszen College senior, said. 

At its closed meeting, the coun-
cil also discussed changing from a 
blanket penalty system, in which 
every non-heinous first violation 
begins at an "F" in the course and 
a two-semester suspension on to 
a tiered system that would assign 
maximum penalties based on the 
weight of the assignment in ques-
tion. The maximum penalty for 
an unprompted self-accusation 
for someone who does not have a 
previous violation remains an "F" 
in the course, which can also be 
mitigated down. 

Thilo said the council did not 
change the system because it gives 
the council flexibility. 

"The blanket system has worked 
in the past," she said. "Especially 
with the mitigating and aggravat-
ing circumstances both in there, 
that's something that allows us to 
clearly articulate why we chose a 
specific penalty." 

Aggravating circumstances are 
factors the council can use to can-
cel out mitigating circumstances. 
They include deceit of the council, 
premeditation, violation conceal-
ment and collusion with other 
students. 

Thilo said a t ie red sys tem 
would also create problems if an 

assignment's weight could not be 
determined. She said it is hard to 
determine at what percentage an 
assignment's weight should make 
the penalty more severe. 

"If [an assignment] is worth 9 
percent or 11 percent, does that 
mean that one should be suspended 
and the other shouldn't? We want 
to be able to handle this on a case-
by-case basis," Thilo said. 

She said the council 's deci-
sions were primarily based on 
the necessity of handling cases 
individually. 

"Fewer words give us more flex-
ibility to assess the penalty prop-
erly," Thilo said. "And we always 
have the ability to mitigate." 

PICK UP YOUR 
2005-2006 

YEARBOOKS 
The 2006 Campanile is available for 
pick-up in the Campanile office, the 

Clubs office, and the Office of 
Student Media. 

All undergraduates who were 
registered during the 2005-2006 

academic year are eligible to receive 
a yearbook. Previous yearbooks are 
also available for eligible students. 

Questions? Emailyearbook@rice.edu. 

www.ricethresher.org 

Earn your MPA in Environmental 
Science and Policy 

The Master of Public Administration 

Program in Environmental Science 

and Policy is a twelve-month program 

that combines Columbia University's 

hands-on approach to teaching 

public policy and administration 

with pioneering thinking about 

the environment. 

Application deadline for early 
decision: November 1 

For more information, please call 212-854-3142, e-mail: la r46(tf>colu mbia.edu, or visit our 

Web site: w w w . c o l u m b i a . e d u / c u / m p a e n v i r o n m e n t 
For information on other SIPA programs, visit WWW.S IPA.COlumbia .edu 

S C H O O L O F I N T E R N A T I O N A L A N D P U B L I C AFFAIRS 

T H E E A R T H I N S T I T U T E AT C O L U M B I A U N 1 V F R S I T Y 

C O L U M B I A U N I V E R S I T Y 

mailto:Emailyearbook@rice.edu
http://www.ricethresher.org
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/mpaenvironment
http://WWW.SIPA.COlumbia.edu
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Hedge hopping 
Ozzie, Heather and Verne lit up the big screen in an outdoor showing of DreamWorks' animation Over the Hedge 
last Friday. The Rice Program Council sponsored the Screen on the Green event as a part of Families Weekend. 

EMAILS 
VOW (HON BY 

won\@rice.edv 

mom@yahoo.com 

heipdesif@ rice.edu 

RICE 

Contact the IT Help Desk for computing assistance: 
713-348-HELP(4357) or helpdesk@rice edu it) 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following incidents were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Sept. 12-16. 

Residential Colleges 

Baker College 

Hanszen College 

Lovett College 

Wiess College 

Baker College 

Baker College 

Academic Buildings 

Sewall Hall 

Sept. 13 Officers found non-Rice male who 
had been pretending to be a student 
for three semesters . Subject 
confessed lo attending classes, 
sleeping at Baker College and eating 
in the Hanszen/Wiess Servery 
w i thou t pe rm iss i on . Subject 
ar rested for t respass ing and 
unrelated warrant and remanded 
to Harris County Jail. (See story, 
page 1.) 

Sept. 13 Intoxicated student referred to 
Student Judicial Programs. 

Sept. 15 Bicycle stolen. 

Sept. 15 Five students drinking alcohol 
near Intramural Field 6 referred 
to Student Judicial Programs. Four 
students referred for minor in 
consumption and one for providing 
alcohol to a minor. 

Sept. 16 Subject with previous criminal 
trespass warning reported at Baker 
Blues party. Subject arrested for 
criminal trespass and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 

Sept. 16 Over-21 student ordered and 
provided bourbon drink for an 
underage student at Baker Blues 
party. Both students referred to 
Student Judicial Services. 

Sept. 12 Book thief arrested in Hermann Park 
on outs tanding warrants and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Humanities Building Sept. 13 Textbooks stolen. 

Humanities Building Sept. 13 Book stolen in April 

Continuing Studies Sept. 14 

Space Science 
Building 

Parking Lots 

West Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

Other Areas 

University Police 

Willy's Pub 

Valhalla 

College Way 

Two university-issued credit cards 
missing. 

Sept. 16 Stolen golf cart reported being 
driven dangerously around campus. 
Subjects fled scene when officers 
attempted to stop them. Officers 
gave chase, and subjects detained, 
arrested and remanded to Harris 
County Jail for evading arrest and 
possessing fake IDs. 

Sept. 12 Bicycle stolen. 

Sept. 14 Driver's license and credit cards 
stolen from car using key hidden on 
rear wheel. 

Sept. 13 Sexual harassment reported. 

Sept. 15 Wiess student referred to Student 
Judicial Programs for minor in 
consumption. 

Sept. 15 Subject arrested on RUPD warrant 
and remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Sept. 16 Rice student found urinating in 
front of Baker College charged with 
public intoxicat ion and minor 
in consumption. During contact, 
Emergency Medical Services was 
summoned to check wel fare, 
and student was transported to 
Hermann Hospital by Houston Fire 
Department Ambulance. 

WE WANT YOU! Scott and Mark 
Seeking a Non-Varsity, 

Rice Affi l iated. Female . 

Sand Volleyball Ace. 

Email 

mbgodardr/ ncc.edii 

slonerganfa rice edu 

Only W i n n e r s 

Need Apply!! ! 

mailto:mom@yahoo.com


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,2006 

Hanszen/Wiess Servery sous-chef 
wins national culinary competition 

by Alex Dinur 
F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

Hanszen/Weiss Servery Sous-
Chef Edward Castillo beat out 
five other chefs from around the 
country at the end of July to win the 
National Association of College and 
University Food Services Culinary 

Challenge in Toronto, Canada. 
Competitors submitted original 

recipes containing chicken, beef 
or fish and were given an hour to 
prepare their dishes for a panel 
of judges. 

Castillo said he knew he had 
done well before the results were 
announced because he saw all the 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• Student Association President Althea Tupper discussed the problems 
with the "Tuck Fexas" shirts sold Sept. 14. The shirts arrived with 
"Tuck Fexus" on the front. The SA sold the shirts with the spelling 
error, and the printer delivered corrected shirts within 24 hours. 
Tupper said the SA has ordered $150 worth of additional shirts, 
which will be sold for $5 each. 

• The new student representatives from each college introduced 
themselves. 

• The SA approved the Rice Association of Ping Pong Players as a 
club. Interested students can contact Brown College senior Shine 
Lin (shine@rice.edu) for more information. 

• SA Secretary Sarah Baker conducted a roll call vote on the SA bylaw 
change. The change — introduced Sept. 3 — allows the senate to fill 
a vacant blanket tax organization leader's position by appointment 
or special election. It also allows the SA president to temporarily 
appoint a leader for an 18-week term over the summer. The senate 
was unanimously in favor of the change. 

• Thresher Editor in Chief David Brown and Opinion and Backpage 
Editor Evan Mintz spoke to the senate about the Sept. 15 Back-
page. They said they regretted the content. SA Technology Director 
Mike Holcomb asked what the SA would do regarding the incident. 
Brown, a Brown College senior, said the SA could help publicize any 
on-campus forums on diversity and that sena tes can discuss the 
Backpage and other diversity issues at college cabinet meetings. 

The next meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in the Farnsworth 
Pavilion. 

ANNOUNCING: 
The 2007 - 2008 Stanford Biodesign 

Innovation Fellowships 

Learn t he p rocess of b iomed ica l t e c h n o l o g y i n n o v a t i o n 

t h r o u g h an in tens ive fe l lowship at S t an fo rd University. 

Fellows learn - by d o i n g - the key stages of t h e 

b iodes ign process : ident i f ica t ion a n d ver i f ica t ion of 

cl inical needs , inven t ion , p ro to typ ing , p a t e n t i n g , early-

stage test ing, r egu la to ry a n d r e i m b u r s e m e n t , p l a n n i n g 

a n d financing. 

Appl i ca t ion Dead l ines : 

Clin ic ians : S e p t e m b e r 30, 2006 

All O t h e r s : N o v e m b e r 30, 2006 

Apply O n l i n e : h t t p : / / i n n o v a t i o n . s t a n l b r d . e d u / 

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n con tac t : 

b iodes ign ( f t s tanford .edu 

Tel: 6 5 0 736 1160 

Fax: 650 724 8696 

Write for the Thresher 
thresher@rice.edu 

entries after judges had tasted 
them. Castillo said his dish, pan-
seared chicked with mushroom 
sauce, was the only one that the 
judges ate completely. 

"It looked like the judges not 
only ate all of the food but loved the 
sauce so much that they cleaned 
the plate with pieces of bread," 
he said. 

Despite the judges' reaction 
to his dish, Castillo said he was 
surprised he won because he 
had little time to prepare for the 
competition. 

"I didn't get the chance to 
practice my recipe until a week 
before the competition," Castillo 
said. "Every other day we had to 
cook for various sports and sum-
mer camps." 

Castillo made it to the national 
contest by beating chefs at both 
local and regional levels. Rice 
chefs have won the Southern 
Regional competition for the past 
four years. 

Castillo considered playing col-
lege or major-league baseball when 
he was in high school but decided 
to become a chef after having an 
epiphany at his sister's college 
graduation and decided to pursue 
his cooking talent. Castillo began 
cooking when he was 16asa short-
order cook in his hometown of San 
Marcos, Texas. He began working 
at Rice five years ago and started 
cooking in the Hanszen/Wiess 
Servery when it opened in 2003. 

Castillo, whose favorite dish to 
prepare at the Servery is gumbo, 
said he enjoys cooking at Rice 
because he can keep more than 
500 students happy. 

— — — 

DEIAN TABAKOV 'THRESHER 

I've got the blues 
Hanszen College sophomore Emily Fortuna and Will Rice College junior 
Paul Anzel dance the night away at Baker Blues Friday. The event 
featured live music. 

Are you interested in a career in International Affairs? 
Join us to find out about International Af fa i rs Graduate Programs 

at tne 

APSIA Houston Graduate Forum 
Thursday, September 28, 2006 

5:00-8:00pm 
University of St. Thomas 

Ahern Room, Crooker Center 

Amer ican Un ivers i t y 
Columbia Un ivers i t y 
Duke Un ive rs i t y 
Georgetown Un ivers i ty 
George Washington Un ivers i ty 
Ha rva rd Un ivers i ty 
Johns Hopkins Un ivers i ty 
Pr inceton Un ivers i t y 
Syracuse Un ivers i ty 

T u f t s Un ivers i ty 
Un ivers i ty of Cal i forn ia, San Diego 
Un ivers i t y of Denver 
Un ivers i t y of Mary land 
Un ive rs i t y o f Michigan 
Un ive rs i t y of Minnesota 
Un ive rs i t y of P i t t sbu rgh 
Un ive rs i t y of Sou the rn Cal i forn ia 

APSIA 
Sponsored by the Association of Professional Schools of International A f fa i r s 

For additional information, please contact the Graduate School of Public 
and International A f fa i r s at the 

University of Pittsburgh at: gspia@pitt.edu or 412-648-7640 
or 

The Center fo r International Studies at the 
University of St. Thomas at www.stthom.edu 

or 7 1 3 - 5 2 5 - 3 5 3 0 . 

mailto:shine@rice.edu
http://innovation.stanlbrd.edu/
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
mailto:gspia@pitt.edu
http://www.stthom.edu
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w e e k l y 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
September 29, 2006 

MUSIC 

We Are Scientists 
New York's We Are Scientists 

hits the stage this Sunday, 

doors are at 9 p.m. Start 

memorizing the lyrics so you 

can sing along with dreamy 

frontman Keith Murray. South 

London's Art Brut opens with 

their own blend of art-punk. 

Tickets are on sale for $15 at 

ticketmaster.com. 

Warehouse Live 

813 Saint Emanuel St. 

MUSEUMS o 
r 

Rip Curl Canyon | </> 
CD 

Rice Gallery opens its first § 

exhibit of the semester, £ 
m 

Rip Curl Canyon, today. The 3 

installation incorporates S 

organic elements with 8 
Z 

computer-generated production m 
73 

procedures. Admission is free » 
o 

and the gallery is open § 
m 

11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tuesday 3 
"0 

through Saturday. S3 

Rice Gallery 

Sewall Hall 

ERRATUM 

In the Lifestyles article "The 

intern files" in the Sept. 

15 issue, no bylines or 

photography credits appeared 

on the page. All text was 

produced by Margaret Tung 

and the page was designed by 

Eric Doctor. Marcus Roman 

and Ian White took pictures. 

The Thresher regrets this 

error. 

Braff's star flickers, falters in Last Kiss 
by Tasha Chemplavil 
THRESHER STAFF 

Question: How did Zach Braff 
attempt to top the critical and com-
mercial success of his directorial 
and big-screen debut, Garden State? 
Answer: He didn't. Instead, the 
Scrubs star opted to take the role 
of Michael, a confused father-to-be 
given over to temptation, in director 
Tony Goldwyn's romantic comedy, 
The Last Kiss. 

'the last kiss' 
ating • • • o f f i v e 

w playing at the 

MC and Edwards-

A remake of Italy's L'Ultimo 
Bacio, which won multiple Davids 
(Italy's Oscar), The Last Kiss follows 
Michael and the people around him 
as they attempt to deal with the 
crises of being in relationships. 

Michael's dilemma begins when 
he is going on 30 and in a com-
mitted relationship with his preg-
nant girlfriend, Jenna (Poseidon's 
Jacinda Barrett). Michael thinks 
that he has finally found the per-
fect girlfriend, the perfect life, but 
his routine suddenly seems too 
confining and pre-arranged. 

So w h e n a pretty brunet te 
coed named Kim (The O.C.'s 
R a c h e l B i l s o n ) f l i r t s w i t h 
him at a friend's wedding, Michael 
contemplates cheating. 

That Michael is going to cheat on 
Jenna is obvious from the start, and 
the focus of the film becomes how 
Michael will keep his transgression 
from her and how he will win her 
back when she finds out. 

The requisite winning-her-back 
montage is reminiscent of Lloyd 
Dobler's persistence in Say Any-
thing. However, I would much rather 
watch a love-struck Lloyd standing 
in the rain holding a boom box 
blaring Peter Gabriel's "In Your 
Eyes" than the pathetic attempts 
of an undeserving Michael in an 
equally soggy setting. 

The situation between Michael 
and Jenna is mildly interesting 
but mostly contrived. Michael's 
problems stem from his unwilling-

COURTESY DREAMWORKS PICTURES 

Jenna (Ladder 49's Jacinda Barrett) gives Michael (Garden State's Zach Braff) one Last Kiss. 

ness to grow up and reluctance to ap-
preciate his significant other. Braff 
has an affinity for taking roles that 
depict affable losers, but it is hard 
to care about a guy who cheats on 
his pregnant girlfriend — even if he 
is as charismatic as Braff. 

The s toryl ines taking place 
around the central pair are much 
more captivating. They focus on 
Michael's friends and their rela-
tionships, including new parents 
trying to preserve their marriage 
and a three-decade-long marriage 
struggling to endure. 

Bilson's O.C. pedigree serves 
her well in her role as a seductive 
siren, and Ocean Twelve's Casey 
Affleck gives an admirably genuine 
performance as a loving father tired 

of his married life. He is easily the 
film's most interesting character 
because of his skillful balance of 
hopefulness and resignation to life's 
imperfections. But the real stars 
of the movie are veterans Blythe 
Danner (Meet the Fockers) and 
Tom Wilkinson (Batman Begins) as 
Jenna's marriage-troubled parents. 
Their heart-rending performances 
as a wife and husband trying to 
reignite the spark in their marriage 
provide the film with much-needed 
realism, and their wise advice 
propels the film to a higher level 
of meaning. 

Just l ike in Garden State, 
which earned him a well-deserved 
Grammy, Braff c o m p i l e d the 
soundtrack for The Last Kiss. 

However, The Last Kiss soundtrack 
fails to infuse the film with the same 
energy. 'Hie songs are distributed 
sparsely, and while they capture 
the mood of a few scenes, the rest 
of the film is left in dismal silence. 
'Hie soundtrack to The Ixist Kiss 
plays like a vaguely familiar attempt 
to recreate the magic of Garden 
State's innovative selection of ob-
scure bands. The problem is that 
now, thanks to Braff, the bands are 
already well-known. 

The Last Kiss is not another 
Garden State. But it does provide 
a capable and entertaining sup-
porting cast and displays enough 
of Braff's acting prowess to make 
viewers hope The iMst Kiss will not 
be his last bow. 

Thile hand-picks band, flat-picks mandolin 
by Derrick Huang 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Over the past seven years, 
"newgrass" band Nickel Creek has 
been credited with changing the 
face of bluegrass and revitalizing a 
genre that has not had much, if any, 
significant change during its lifespan. 
Chris Thile, the band's mandolin 
player and, of late, primary lyricist, 
has been a driving force behind 
this revolution, with his faster-
than-you-could-ever-hope-to-be 
fingers and not-afraid-to-make-you-
squirm attitude. 

'how to grow a woman 
from the ground' by 

chris thile 

rating • • • • o f f i v e 

Soon after the Nickel Creek's 
announcement that they will be 
taking a "break of indefinite length" 

at the end of 2007 
came the procla-
mations of Thile's 
newest solo proj-
ect, How to Grow 
a Woman from 
the Grounu. 

D e s p i t e hav-
ing formed Nickel 
Creek before his 
age was in the dou-
ble digits, Thile is 
no stranger to the 
realm of solo art-

istry. Only25, Woman isThile'sfifth 
solo album. 2004's Deceiver was an 
eclectic showcase of his broad range 
of talent. He not only played every in-
strument on the record, but he also 
recorded and produced the album 
entirely by himself. In Woman, how-
ever, Thile shares the spotlight with 
hand-picked accompanists: Gabe 
Witcher (fiddle), Chris Eldridge 
(guitar), Greg Garrison (bass) and 
Noam Pikelny (banjo). 

Together, Thile's outfit creates 
the effect of a traditional blue-
grass band, save Thile's edgy San 
Diego-raised tenor. After years 
of experimenting with just about 
every genre in existence, Thile 
goes back to his flat-pickin' roots. 
Flat-picking is a technique used 
primarily in bluegrass and country 
music — Thile is a master at the 
craft. The band recorded itself live 
on a two-track tape and avoided any 
dynamic compression. As a result, 
the album almost sounds like a cozy 
coffeehouse gig in the comfort of 
one's own speakers. 

Thile and his cohorts show off 
their musicianship without being 
excessive. Blazing mandolin tracks 
are balanced by sparsely arranged 
cuts, with one of the most notable 
being "If the Sea was Whiskey," a 
bluesy tune that is almost entirely a 
cappella until the band exuberantly 
enters with an accompaniment best 
described as drunken revelry. On 
the more delicate side are "You're 
an Angel, and I'm Gonna Cry" and 
"I Am Yours If You Want Me," a 

song with a simple mandolin line 
reminiscent of some ofThile's work 
on Deceiver. 

And of course, no Chris Thile 
album would be complete without 
a few cheery sounding, string-
burning jams. Thile decided to 
showcase the band as a whole 
rather than focus on his skill pick-
ing up and down the mandolin 

fretboard. Highlights include "The 
Beekeeper," which gives Garrison 
a chance to flaunt his bass skills. 
"Cazadero" lets Witcher — also a 
rising star on the bluegrass scene — 
show off his fiddle chops. 

For all of Thile's creativity and 
musicianship, however, the album 
lacks originality. Only 6 of the album's 

See THILE, page 10 

WrisTk'l 
c/t Woman 

""" Q found 

COURTESY CHRIS THILE 

Nickel Creek's hiatus does not keep Thile from writing and recording. 
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Pretense taints pandering 
pieces of present Perspective 
by Bryce Gray 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A graduate degree in art history 
should not be necessary in order to 
go to the museum — and enjoy the 
trip. But the brand of arrogance and 
pretense common at many galleries 
can only isolate and intimidate the 
casual museum visitor. 

'perspectives 153: 
cjgmetrius oliver' 

. rating *1 /2 of five 
Contemporary Arts 
Museum, Houston 

through Nov. 26 

The attraction of postmodern art 
is obvious. By rejecting the conven-
tions of traditional st> 'e and form — 
mixing the media of film, painting, 
sculpture and photography — 
contemporary artists can explore 
new ideas and issues through pow-
erful and unprecedented pieces and 
exhibitions. Some artists prefer to let 
their art stand for itself, while others 
rely on metaphor and interpretation 
to give their work significance. 

Not all contemporary art, how-
ever, is successful. Perspectives 153: 
Demetrius Oliver, a new exhibit in 
the Contemporary Arts Museum, 
Houston, falls short of delivering 
any worthwhile message. The 
exhibition's pretensions outweigh 
the aesthetic pleasure of Oliver's 
art. Perspectives is Oliver's first 
solo museum exhibition; he is cur-
rently an Artist-in-Residence at The 
Museum of Pine Ai ts, Houston's 
Glassell School. 

When visitors descend the 
stairs into the CAMH's Zilkha 
Gallery, they are forced to confront 
a curtained-off room. Inside the 
darkened room sit two slide projec-
tor installations. The first piece is 
entitled "Nomadic" and displays a 
series of 20 images that dissolve 
into each other rhythmically, each 
image pausing on the screen for only 
a couple seconds. For "Nomadic," 
Oliver sewed patterns of white but-
tons onto the back of a black jacket. 
The patterns resemble constella-
tions of stars, and their shifting 
and dissolving is interesting but not 
particularly impressive. 

However, if visitors bother to read 
the plaque for "Nomadic," they may 
quickly change their minds about the 
piece's charm. The plaque claims 
that the piece, "visually quotes the 
novel Moby Dick, referencing the 
heavy reliance of 19th-century sea 
navigation on maps and marking 
one's position by the stars." 

This explanation sounds like 
a bit of a stretch but is not com-
pletely unreasonable. However, the 
description continues to claim that 
the work also evokes "the use of 
the stars to guide runaway slaves 
into the north." This explanation 
feels completely baseless and 
trite. By ascribing to the pieces 
undeserved contexts and meanings, 
Perspectives becomes pretentious 
and inaccessible — the caricature 
of the layman's conception of con-
temporary art. 

A digital print entitled "Swell" 
is simply a picture of Oliver's hand 
inside a trash bag, but the plaque 
suggests that the shape and form 
of the bag is representative of the 
type of swell faced by Melville's 
characters in Moby Dick. This is 
clearly an exaggeration of the ex-
pressiveness of the trash bag, if not 
a bald-faced lie. 

Only one piece in Perspectives is 
particularly successful — a series of 
nine photographs entitled "Frieze." 
The work's title is a pun, as the repeti-
tive series of prints does resemble a 
classical frieze while the subject mat-
ter connotes cold temperature—the 
other kind of freeze. Each print is a 
different close-up of Oliver's index 
finger, completely coated with petro-
leum jelly. The jelly makes Oliver's 

finger look as though it is covered 
completely in ice. Aesthetically, 
"Frieze" is a satisfying piece. 

How this relates to Moby Dick 
remains unclear, although it would 
be amusing to hear an art critic 
debate the relationship between 
the artist's Vaseline-covered finger 
and Captain Ahab's search for the 
white whale. "Frieze" is successful 
not because it contains some great 
meaning or hidden analogy, but 
instead because of its creativity and 
skillful execution. 

Do not plan to spend an entire 
afternoon poring over the elitist 
descriptions of Oliver's pieces. 
The exhibit will not take the aver-
age visitor more than 15 minutes 
to view. Admission is free, and if 
Perspectives fails to inspire then you 
can always walk across the street 
to the MFAH's sculpture garden to 
get some fresh air. Maybe Oliver 
will be loitering around and willing 
to explain exactly how his hand 
inside of a trash bag becomes a 
"multisensory literary critique 
of Melville" as soon as someone 
decides to place it inside a contem-
porary arts museum. 

Zaillian's Men cannot hold together long 
by Matthew McKee 
FOR THE THRESHER 

An honest politician shows 
up about as often as a rhino in 
Dixie. Southern politicians are 
infamous for doing most of their 
business under the table. In case 
the news flash needs repeating, 
politics corrupts. Sometimes it 
kills — never take integrity into 
a senate chamber. It will not come 
out unscathed. 

'all the king's men' 

same tired lessons in a familiar 
southern drawl. 

First came the evil politicians. 
Sean Penn (Mystic River) stars 
as Willie Stark, a rural man who 

builds a grassroots movement to 
become governor of Louisiana. 
Stark seems like a good man at 
the beginning of the film, but his 

See KING'S MEN, page 10 

• • 1/2 of five 
hg at AMC and 

Awards theaters 

It might be this easy to sum 
up the theme of All the King's 
Men, but it is difficult to come 
near the amount of repetition the 
film gives these ideas. Just how 
many times do viewers need to 
see progressive ideals and good 
men trampled by unscrupulous 
government? All the King's Men 
— the remake of the 1949 Oscar 
winner of the same name and an 
adaptation of the Robert Penn 
Warren novel—beats to death the 

COURTESY COLUMBIA PICTURES 

A strong performance by Sean Penn cannot save the bloated King's Men. 

2007 CHEVY AVEO With 37 EPA estimated highway MPG.' And room to seat five comfortably. The Chevy" 
iVveo* LS Sedan is one surprisingly big car. Starting at just $12,515.f LT as shown $14,125* Go big at chevyaveo.com 
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KING'S MEN 
From page 9 
position as governor distorts 
his originally noble ideals and 
convinces him that any ends 
justify the dirty means. Ruin-
ing his own life and the lives of 
everyone around him, Stark sets 
a grim example. 

All the King's Men holds on 
to its viewers because they want 
to see just how badly things will 
become for Stark, but even mor-
bid interest can only hold on to 
an audience for so long. In All 
the King's Men politics destroys 
absolutely everything, and this 
one-note tune starts to hurt the 
ears after two hours. 

Thefilm'smusical score—writ-
ten by J ames H orner—becomes a 
second dead horse for the film to 
beat. Horner's days of yore with 
Titanic are over, and he emulates 
Klaus Badelt's uninspiring score 
from Pirates of the Caribbean 
by featuring one melodramatic 
melody throughout the film. 
While this might seem like a 
small bone to pick with a movie 
full of more important flaws, it 
emphasizes how formulaic parts 
of All the King's Men are. The 
musical theme tires out after 
two run-throughs, and the movie 
gives us about a dozen. 

All the King's Men relies on 
the few facial expressions Jude 
Law (Cold Mountain) can make, 
and, unfortunately, Law runs out 
of grimaces quickly. He seems 
to have a deck of four emotions, 
and he shuffles between them 
haphazardly. Law plays a reporter 
named Jack Burden who becomes 
Stark's lackey at the cost of his 
personal life. Unsurprisingly, 

Law cannot carry the part. He 
spoils well-written dialogue with 
a flat delivery and fails to find 
chemistry across from the film's 
female leads. 

Despite these frustrating 
facets, All the King's Men has 
a lot going for it. Penn gives a 
solid performance that includes 
dramatic and desperate speeches 
on the steps of the Louisiana state 
capitol building. He pulls off the 
transformation from humble 
country hick to cocky politician 
well, making up for Law's sub-
par acting. 

Writer and director Steven 
Zaillian, who penned the classic 
screenplay for Schindler's List, 
chose dialogue that keeps the po-
litical downfalls interesting. Zail-
lian directed a story that slows 
down a bit too much in places 
but also suffers the "took-too-
much-from-the-book syndrome." 
The plot feels overburdened at 
times, mostly because it wants 
politics to touch every single 
part of Burden's life. Some will 
fall asleep before the over-the-
top ending, which predictably 
ties up everything and manages 
to satisfy. 

Forgiving All the King's Men 
its obvious irritations, viewers 
can enjoy the film as an extended 
political drama with a solid script 
and famous faces. The fiction 
feels grounded in the cold 
reality of politics because it is. 
The original novel was at least 
partially based on '30s Louisiana 
politician Huey Long. It is too bad 
C-SPAN does not cover stories 
like this. 

COURTESY AUSTIN CITY LIMITS MUSIC FESTIVAL 2006 

The Shins crooned to a colassal crowd last Saturday on Austin City Limits' AT&T stage. 

by Tasha Chemplavil 
THRESHER STAFF 

Music fans know Austin City 
Limits never disappoints. The festival 
is a showcase for up-and-coming 
bands as well as a venue for more 
established acts to take the stage in 
front of large, enthusiastic crowds. 
Tickets for the three-day festival 
sold out before the lineup was even 
finalized. Single-day tickets went 
for $55 apiece while the three-day 
tickets cost $90-$ 115 depending on 
when they were purchased — an 
economic deal considering the num-
ber of performances. 

Every hour of the day was jam-
packed with bands, 40 to 50 per day 
all playing hit songs plus cuts from 
their newly-released or yet-to-be-
released albums. 

Stages are constructed across 
the massive expanse of Zilker Park, 
far enough away from each other to 
prevent sonic overlap. 

Sprinkled among the stages were 
26 food vendors, accommodating 
everyone from the strictest vegans 

to the most steadfast carnivores. 
Prices ranged from $3 for a spin-
ach and mushroom taco to $7 for 
coconut shrimp. There were also art 
merchants in the SoCo art market— 
a kind of temporary bazaar set up 
for the festival — hawking their 
overpriced, handcrafted wares. 

Stations equipped with misters 
and free water taps kept festival-
goers comfortable and safe in the 
93-degree heat. Considering the long 
treks between stages, these watering 
holes were a godsend. 

The Saturday performances 
included an amazingly tight set by 
The Shins and the intriguing oddity 
of Ben Kweller's nosebleed. After 
sticking a fan's tampon in his nose 
in an attempt to stop the gush of 
blood, Kweller was forced to cut 
his set short. Murder by Death's 
cello-infused rock kept afternoon 
attendees in musical bliss, while 
singer/songwriter Aimee Mann 
and Jack White's side project, 'Hie 
Raconteurs, rounded out the day's 
more notable acts. 

Willie Nelson's penultimate per-
formance was a big hit, and Willie 
tossed one of his signature cowboy 
hats to a lucky front-row fan. The field 
around his stage was packed, leaving 
no space closer than 100 feet away 
for fans who showed up late. 

An innovation of recent years for 
ACL has been its effort to incorpo-
rate technological trends. Attendees 
can sign up for text message alerts 
about new additions to the Web site 
and information about the festival. 
Schedules, artist bios and song clips 
can be downloaded to iPods and cell 
phones. Photos, blogs and setlists 
can be obtained mere moments after 
the bands perform. Those stuck 
at home without a ticket could at 
least log on to get in on a little of 
the action. 

However, the full experience can 
only be had in person. If you missed 
it this time, start saving up for your 
ti'^ki't to next year's show. No one 
kiu Wh how much a three-day pass 
will cost in 2007, but it will be worth 
the cash — and the heat. 
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YOU DOING OUT HERE, 

JAKE? 
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Love is the most wonderful thing in the world. 
We just want to help keep it that way. 

• Birth control 

• Emergency contraception 

• Tests & treatments for sexually 
transmitted infections 

• Pregnancy tests 

• Well-woman exams 

P Planned P a r e n t h o o d 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

A plan you can love with. 
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pphouston.org 
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next office visit! 
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for s u p p l i e s or wi th a n y o t h e r d i s c o u n t . ) 

THILE 
From page 8 

14 tracks are originals. The group 
covers everyone from classic Jim-
mie Rodgers to The White Stripes. 
Even the title track of the album is a 
cover—albeit a stunning cover—of 
a Tom Brosseau song. Granted, the 
covers are every bit as enjoyable as 
the original works. 

One might go as far as to say that 
Thile's rendition of The Strokes' 
"Heart in a Cage" surpasses the 
original, with a dynamic range and 
emotional power that overdriven 
guitars and studio-slick production 
could not reach. And yet, despite 
the lack of original material, Woman 
should not be dismissed as a 
haphazard patchwork quilt of 
songs that were thrown together on 
a whim. 'Hie album feels themati-
cally consistent. 

The lyrics throughout Woman 
speak of heartbreak — among 
a slew of other depressing emo-
tions — but are often belied by the 
upbeat tune of the songs, which 
Thile admits have been colored by 
his recent whirlwind marriage and 
subsequent divorce. 

Thile should be equally respected 
for venturing back to his bluegrass 

beginnings and coming out with 
an album that feels both nostalgic 
and progressive. This album proves 
Thile can make the mandolin sound 
good fast or slow, loud or soft; it also 
gives him a chance to show of f some 
of his homegrown vocal chops — 
how about that quick-switch fal-
setto in "Dead Leaves and the 
Dirty Ground" and the yodeling in 
"Brakeman's Blues." 

For all of Thile's 
creativity and 
musicianship 
[...] the album 
LACKS 
ORIGINALITY. 

At the same time he should not 
have dug so far into his creative 
influences that he felt he had to 
cover each and every one of them. 
So while How to Grow a Woman from 
the Ground is refreshingly rustic 
and easy on the ears, it leaves audi-
ences yearning for more of Thile's 
own songwriting. 

W 
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Owls to finish tough three-game stretch at unranked FSU 
by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Despite escaping the Rose Bowl with 
only a 10-point loss to UCIA Sept. 9, the 
football team suf fe red a humiliating 52-7 
defeat to then-No. 8 University of Texas at 
Reliant Stadium last Saturday. The Owls 
(0-3,0-1 Conference USA) will conclude their 
th ree-game s t re tch against top-tier schools 
when they travel to Tallahassee, Fla., to 
take on unranked Florida State University 
tomor row at 2:30 p.m. T h e game will be 
televised on ESPNU. 

IN FOCUS: FOOTBALL 
Record: 0-3 

C-USA record: 0-1 (T-5th in West 
Division) 

Last week: Lost 52-7 to the University 
of Texas at Reliant Stadium Saturday. 

What made the difference: The 
Longhorns scored 14 points in the 
first 7:34 of the first quarter to put the 
game out of reach. 

Up next: The Owls face Florida State 
University tomorrow at Tallahassee, 
Fla. The game s tar t s at 2 :30 p.m. 
on ESPNU. 

Head coach Todd Graham said he thinks 
the Seminoles (2-1,1-1 Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence) will be just as tough of a challenge as 
the Longhorns were. 

"Looking at Florida State, I see more of the 
same," Graham said. '""ITiey have guys that 
run extremely well ... they may be faster on 
defense than Texas." 

Rice faces a Seminole team in a situation 
much like the oneTexas faced last week. Texas 
came into the game against Rice fresh off a loss 
to top-ranked Ohio State University—Florida 
State lost to No. 19 Clemson University at 
home on Saturday. ITie Seminoles have had 
a sub-par season so far: they totaled one yard 
rushing in an ugly 13-10 victory over then-No. 
10 University of Miami Sept. 4 but barely held 
off Troy University 24-17 at home Sept. 9. 

'Die Rice defense may match up better with 
Florida State than it did with Texas, as the 
Seminoles have struggled to run effectively 
in the early season — their running backs 
are averaging a paltry 1.6 yards per carry this 
season. The big, physical Texas offensive line 
whipped Rice's defense, and the Owls must 
figure out a way to fight a strong, yet less-tal-
ented offensive line at Florida State. 

Offensively, Rice must genera te more 
against Florida State than it did against Texas. 
Sophomore starting quarterback Chase Clem-
ent, who injured his thumb against the Uni-
versity of Houston Sept. 2, started throwing 
again in practice on Sunday, but his status for 
the coming game is still unknown. 

Whether or not Clement plays. Rice must 
focus on the short, controlled passing game 
to be successful. If the offensive linemen are 
asked to hold blocks for extended periods 
of time against a defense as big, fast and 
talented as the Seminoles', the Owls will not 
be successful. 'Hie best way to control the 
clock in the spread offense is with this quick 
passing game. 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/ THRF < 

Senior running back Quinton Smith struggled to penetrate the UT defensive line Saturday. After 
averaging 95.5 yards rushing the first two games, Smith ran for -15 yards on eight carries in the 
Owls' 52-7 loss to the Longhorns. 

The defense must confuse the Seminoles just 
as it did at points against both Houston and UCIA 
especially in the passing game. The many looks of 
the stack defense disguise coverages, blitzes and 
blocking schemes, and this confusion must be in 
full force to give the Owls a chance to compete 
with the talented Florida State offense. 

Although the base look of Rice's stack 
defense includes only three down linemen, 

putting a fourth man on the line at times will 
give the Owls a chance to clog more gaps 
against the run. Rice will most likely incorpo-
rate the four-man front several times against 
Florida State. 

A win over the Seminoles would be tremen-
dous for the Owls, who are still trying to get over 
the drubbing Texas (2-1) gave them in front of a 

See FOOTBALL, page 13 

Soccer beats SFA to remain undefeated 
by Matt McCabe 

THRESHER STAFF 

With a 5-0 win over Stephen 
F. Austin State University last 
Sunday, the soccer team kept its 
undefeated streak alive at eight 
games and ended a streak of 17 
consecutive home wins for the 
Ladyjacks. Rice (7-0-1) finishes the 
first half of its season tonight at 7 
p.m. against Texas State University 
in San Marcos. 

Texas State, whose only win of 
the season came Sept. 1 against 
Centenary College, will look to 
kickstart their season against the 
undefeated Owls. 

"I think we're seeing every 
opponent that we have as equally 
threatening as the next," junior 
forward Clory Martin said. "We're 
seeing every team we play as 
Texas, and that's how we need to 
go out every game." 

The weather in Nacogdoches 
made Rice's trip to Stephen F. 
Austin (3-3) an adventure . At 
the four minute mark, the game 
was delayed about an hour due 
to lightning. Rice came out firing 
following the delay, and Clory 
Martin scored from 18 yards out 
in the eighth minute to give the 
Owls a 1-0 lead. 

"We s t a r t ed the f irst four 
minutes really well, and we made 
it even more in tense when we 
got back on the field," Clory 
Martin said. 

In the 23rd minute, senior 
defender Laura Barber corralled 
a c o r n e r kick f rom f r e shman 
defender Kellen Schugar t and 
scored on a 15-yard shot to give 
Rice a two-goal lead the Owls took 
to the half. 

DID YOU K N O W ? 

With its 5-0 win over 
Stephen F. Austin, the 
soccer team has now 
shut out its last five op-
ponents, tieing the longest 
such streak in the soccer 
program's six-year his-
tory. Rice also posted five 
straight shutouts in 2004 
from Oct. 17-31. 

Rice d i d n ' t t a k e l o n g to 
get warmed up in the second 
half — in less than th ree minutes, 
the Owls had expanded their lead 
to 5-0. In the 55th minute junior 

d e f e n d e r Beth Mar t in tall ied 
her first goal of the season by 
beating the Bobcat goalkeeper 
from 12 yards out, assis ted by 
sophomore midfielder Chris t ine 
Petric. Then in the 56th minute, 
the Mar t ins completed the back-
to-back goal c o m b i n a t i o n as 
Clory sent a shot into the upper 
nett ing for he r second goal of 
the match. In the 57th minute, 
f r e s h m a n d e f e n d e r / m i d f i e l d e r 
Katelyn Ostendorf scored he r 
third goal of the season off a 
Clory Martin pass to push the 
Owl lead to five goals. 

Clory Martin's two-goal perfor-
mance upped her goal total to six 
for the season, tripling her total 
from the 2005 season. She has 
now scored five goals in her last 
two games. Martin said she feels 
confident after devoting more time 
to preparation. 

"All last year, I missed the 
whole p re -game prepara t ion ," 
Martin said. "I just kind of forgot 
that I needed to do it. I've been 
focusing on it a lot more, and it's 
been making a huge difference 
personally." 

Southern Methodis t Univer-
sity, Rice's top Conference USA 
rival, beat Stephen F. Austin in 

See SOCCER, page 13 

Volleyball begins C-USA 
season at UAB tonight 

by Dylan Farmer 
THRESHER EI UTOR1AI. STAFF 

The volleyball team fell flat in its 
attempt to beat a ranked team in two 
consecutive tournaments, losing all 
three matches it played last weekend 
at the University of Michigan/Nike 
Challenge in Ann Arbor, Mich. Rice 
lost in three sets to the 19th-ranked 
Michigan Wolver ines Sa turday 
afternoon, following defeats to both 
Ind iana -Purdue Univers i ty-For t 
Wayne and the University of New 
Hampshire. 

The Owls hope to regroup this 
weekend as they leave their early-
season tournaments behind. They 
face the University of Alabama-Bir-
mingham in Birmingham tonight at 
7 p.m. to open Conference USA play 
and return home to face the Univer-
sity of Memphis on Sunday at 1 p.m.. 
Then they play Lamar University 
in Beaumont, Tex on Wednesday 
before settling in for a five-game 
conference home stand. 

UAB (12-3), which was knocked 
out of last year's C-USA tournament 
in the first round by Southern Meth-
odist University, defeated Memphis 
on Tuesday in come-from-behind 
fashion and has won nine straight 

matches since falling to Texas Chris-
tian University on Sept. 2. 

Rice will be hard-pressed to keep 
up with UAB's fast pace — the Blaz-
ers have won the first game in 14 of 
their last 15 matches, and Rice has 
only won one of six matches in which 
it has lost the first game. 

Memphis' loss to UAB Tuesday 
was just its second of the season. l i ke 
UAB, the Tigers were also knocked 
out of last year's C-USA tournament 
in the first round. 

Lamar , t h e Owls ' m i d w e e k 
opponent, has a 4-7 season record, 
but they have already beaten C-USA 
opponent Tulane and are coming off 
a convincing win over the University 
of Louisiana-Lafayette on Tuesday. 
They face the University of Central 
Arkansas tonight and Northwestern 
State University Saturday before the 
Owls visit Wednesday. 

Head coach Genny Voipe said the 
Owls need to worry about upcoming 
matches before looking too far into 
the season's future. 

"We need to get through this first 
round of conference play undefeated, 
which we believe we can achieve 
with a lot of determination and hard 
work," she said. 

See VOLLEYBALL page 13 

W L 0 0 K - THE W E E K IN S P O R T S 
BY THE NUMBERS 

Saturday 9 / 1 6 

Sunday 9 / 1 7 

1 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

5 p.m. 

Hanszen vs. Baker Powderpuff ( IM Field 7) 

Volleyball vs. Memphis (Autry Court) 

Martel vs. Hanszen Powderpuff ( IM Field 7) 

Sid Rich vs. Will Rice Powderpuff ( IM Field 7) 

Wiess vs. Brown Powderpuff ( IM Field 6) 

Jones vs. Lovett Powderpuff ( IM Field 6) 

Thresher Powderpuff Game of the Week 

The Sid Powderpuff team has won 

31 
consecutive games dating back to the 2002 season, when it lost 15-7 to Wiess in 
that season's championship game. Sid defeated Baker 9-0 in its season opener last 
Sunday. This Sunday. Sid will take on Will Rice, which lost to Hanszen and Martel 
last weekend. The game starts at 3 p.m. on IM Field 7. 
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BY DYLAN FARMER 

Veterans, freshmen strive for Owls' second C-USA title 
by Dylan Farmer 

T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A R 

After appearing in its first-ever 
conference championship two years 
ago and winning its first-ever confer-
ence championship last spring, the 
women's tennis team hopes this year 
will end only after some victories in 
the NCAA tournament. 

In his sixth straight season lead-
ing Rice is head coach Roger White, 
who was named the 2006 Conference 
USA Coach of the Year in the Owls' 
first season in their new league. 
White was also named Coach of the 
Year in 2005, Rice's last year in the 
Western Athletic Conference. 

Last season, the Owls topped an 
otherwise lackluster 9-12 regular 
season by becoming the lowest-
seeded team ever to win the C-USA 
tournament. Seventh-seeded Rice 
won the title with wins over the 
top three seeds at the tournament, 
including an impressive 4-1 victory 
over top-seeded and 51st-ranked 
Southern Methodist University. 

The team victory gave Rice its 
first ever NCAA birth, but the joy 
was short-lived as the Owls fell 
4-0 to 16th-ranked Texas Christian 
University in the first round. 

White said the team is yet to 
establish its main goal for this year, 
but he hopes this year's team ad-
vances at least as far as last year's. 

"It would be obvious to say 
we want to repeat as conference 
champions and we want to return 
to postseason play," White said. 
"Beyond that, the team and I have 
to get on the same page before I can 
talk about it." 

The biggest obstacle the Owls 
face is replacing Blair DiSesa (Martel 
'06), last year 's Conference USA 
Player of the Year, and Medeja Egic 
(Lovett '06). The two were team 
captains — DiSesa a constant atop 
the Owl lineup and Egic a motivating 
force in the No. 4 spot. 

DiSesa's 92 career singles wins 

placed her fifth on Rice's all time 
list, and she finished last year 
ranked 76th in the nation and the 
only ranked player from C-USA. 
Her ranking and 15-9 singles record 
qualified her for the NCAA tourna-
ment — making her the first Owl 
to receive the honor for singles 
since Wendy Wood (Will Rice '86) 
in 1986. 

Several players return to make up 
for the loss at the top of the lineup, 
including junior Christine Dao, who 
spent the majority of last year at the 
No. 2 spot behind DiSesa, and red-
shirt sophomore Dominique Karas, 
who was sidelined with an injury 
for a large portion of last year. Also 
returning are juniors Tiffany Lee 
and Kimberly Patenaude, and sopho-
mores Alanna Rodgers and Emily 
Braid, all of whom saw substantial 
playing time last year. 

"I think there's a lot of people who 
have the ability to lead this team, 
whether they eventually become the 
captains or not," White said. "I think 
everybody has a selfless interest in see-
ing us do the absolute best we can, and 
that's really a neat environment." 

The team's experience means 
this year 's f reshman class wil) have 
to compete for the few available 
spots. Rebecca Lin and Julie Chao, 
both recrui ted f rom San Diego, 
Calif., should be able to make a sig-
nificant impact on a team that had 
several f reshmen in the lineup last 
year. Joining them are two walk-on 
players, Jennifer Pan, from Oak 
Park, Calif., and Veronica Saqaste-
qui, from Houston. 

White said this year's new players 
should have an immediate effect on 
the team's play. 

"ILin and Chao] were ranked 
in the top 40 in the nation in their 
recruiting class," White said. "They 
I along with Pan and Saqastequil 
bring a lot of energy and just need 
some experience. They're going to 
be t remendous college players." 

The Owls have already made 

H-s" m mmmmm , ' 
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Junior Christine Dao returns a shot during last season's 4-0 loss to Texas Christian University in the NCAA tournament. 
Dao, who played at the No. 2 position for the majority of last year, is looking to lead this year's team to its second C-USA 
championship. Rice's attempt resumes Oct. 6 at the Rice Tennis Classic, held at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

a good start this season, reaching 
or winning the final match of three 
draws at the season-opening Baylor 
Fall Invitational, held last weekend in 
Waco, Tex. In singles, Chao lost in the 
semifinals of the A flight consolation 
bracket, and Lee defeated Rodgers 
in an all-Rice quarterfinal of the B 
bracket before advancing to the final, 
where she lost to SMU'sClair Rietsch 
in straight sets. Braid advanced to 
the final of the C bracket, falling to 
Ix)uisville's Jo-Ann VanAerde 6-3,6-1. 
In doubles, Patenaude and Lee lost in 
the B flight semifinals to top-seeded 
Kate Purice and Christi Baxley of 
Oklahoma. In the C flight, Braid 

and Lin advanced to the consolation 
finals, falling to Rachel Cox and Brit-
tany Baldy, also from OU. 

Dao said she is pleased with 
how the team has adapted to the 
new lineup. 

"I think eve ryone ' s afraid of 
change , but with the new team 
it's been a pleasant surprise," she 
said. "1 definitely loved the seniors 
and the chemist ry we had, espe-
cially coming off the conference 
win last year, but I feel like our new 
additions are great and our chem-
istry is still good." 

The tennis year is split into two 
semesters. In the fall, players enter 
tournaments as individuals, repre-
senting their schools but looking for 
individual honors. In the spring, the 
players compete as part of a team, 
with each player's victories contrib-

uting to an overall score. Rice has 
a relatively light fall schedule, and 
the next competition for Rice is the 
Riviera/ITA Ail-American Champi-
onships Sept. 30 - Oct. 5 in Pacific 
Palisades, Calif., followed by the Rice 
Tennis Classic ()ct. 6-8 at Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium.The ()wls then have 
one more tournament before the I IA 
Southwest Regional Championships 
in Fort Worth in mid-October. The 
Harvard Invitational, scheduled for 
Nov. 3-5 in Boston, Mass. rounds out 
the fall season. 

Dao said the team wants to set a 
positive tone for the rest of the year. 

"I think everyone wants to do her 
best and see the team do its best, 
and we all just want to get in shape 
for the spring semester , when dual 
matches start. That ' s what really 
matters." 

N * 

TRUTH OR D A R E ? 

BIG B U M S . Cl/iipotb 
K I ' R B Y & N O T T I N G H A M 

Date Meet Time 

9/30-10/06 ITA Ail-American Championships all day 
10/6-8 Rice Tennis Classic all day 
10/13-15 Midland Invitational all day 
10/19-23 ITA Southwest Regional Championships all day 
11/3-5 Harvard invitational all day 
1 /20 Baylor 3:00 p.m. 
1 /27 Sam Houston State 9:00 a.m. 
1 /27 Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 2:00 p.m. 
1 /28 Texas State 2:00 p.m. 
2/2 Tulsa TBA 
2 /3 Oklahoma State TBA 
2 / 9 Florida State 3:00 p.m. 
2 / 1 1 Auburn 1:30 p.m. 
2 /16 North Carolina State 3:00 p.m. 
2 /17 Louisiana State 1:30 p.m. 
2/22 San Diego TBA 
3/24 San Diego State TBA 
3 /3 Texas Christian 1:30 p.m. 
3/6 Utah TBA 
3 /8 BYU TBA 
3 /16 Columbia 3:00 p.m. 
3 /30 Texas-Pan American 1:30 p.m. 
3 /31 Texas A&M TBA 
4 / 6 Southern Methodist 1:30 p.m. 
4 / 9 Pepperdine all day 
4 /13 Texas-San Antonio 11:00 a.m. 
4 /13 Abilene Christian 4:00 p.m. 
4/19-22 C-USA Championships all day 
5/11-12 NCAA Regional Tournament all day 
5/17-27 NCAA Championships all day 

Home tournaments/dual matches in bold. 
All times central. 
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Strong defensive play 
leads Hanszen to 7-6 win 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e P o w d e r p u f f foo tba l l 
season began with a defensive 
s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n two near-
playoff teams from last year, as 
Hanszen defeated Will Rice 7-6 last 
Saturday in the first Powderpuff 
Game of the Week. 

Ear ly on, Will Rice (0-2) 
looked as if it was going to win 
t h i s g a m e easily. F r e s h m a n 
runn ing back Marie McKinnon 
scored on a 65-yard touchdown 
run on the first play of the game 
to give Will Rice a 6-0 lead. 
Hanszen (1-0), a team comprised 
mostly of f r e shmen , could not 
h a n d l e Will Rice ' s phys i ca l 
defensive play, losing 8 yards on 
its first possess ion and gaining 
only 11 yards of total o f fense in 
the first quar ter . 

Moving the ball inside the 
Hanszen 30-yard-line early in the 
second quarter, Will Rice seemed 
poised to take a two-touchdown 
lead. But, in what was probably the 
turning point of the game, junior 
q u a r t e r b a c k Cass i e M o o r e ' s 
short out pass was intercepted by 
Hanszen defensive end Elizabeth 
Fomby, a sixth-year architecture 
s tudent , and r e tu rned to the 
Hanszen 32. 

On its ensuing possession, 
Hanszen took a 7-6 lead when 
s o p h o m o r e qua r t e rback Kate 
Schaeffler completed a 42-yard 
touchdown pass to sophomore 
receiver Adriene Giese with two 
minutes remaining in the half. 
Sophomore running back Rachel 
Greff scored the extra point on a 
toss left to provide what would be 
the margin of victory. Will Rice 
advanced to Hanszen's33 with less 
than 30 seconds left, but freshman 
receiver Kara Burney was tackled 
inbounds on a reverse play, and 
Will Rice could not run another 
play before the half ended. 

H a n s z e n d e f e n s i v e coach 
Chris Revell, a resident associate, 
said he thought his defense could 
preserve the victory after Giese's 
touchdown. 

"When our offense eventually 
drove down and scored, we knew 
that if we could hold them, then 
we would win," Revell said. 
"Tha t ' s what h a p p e n e d . T h e 
first touchdown took the wind 
out of our sails, but we came 
back with it." 

T h e defensive play decided 
t h e s econd half. S o p h o m o r e 
safety Lauren Schaefer notched 
he r first pick of the day when she 
intercepted Moore ' s pass on the 
first play of the half and re turned 
the ball back to the Will Rice 29. 
However, the Will Rice defense 
held firm, forcing Hanszen off 
the field af ter a failed fourth-
down conversion. 

N o t h i n g e l s e h a p p e n e d 
o f f ens ive ly unti l late in t h e 
four th quar te r when, with 35 
s e c o n d s r emain ing , Hanszen 
turned the ball over on downs 
despite advancing to Will Rice's 6. 
Thanks to a wild hook-and-ladder 
play to McKinnon and a 15-yard 

SOCCER 
From page 11 

an exhibition match 5-0 earlier in 
the season. 

One noteworthy aspect of Rice's 
recent play is its defense. The Owls 
have allowed just three goals all season, 
shutting out their last live opponents. 
Senior goalkeejxT Amy McClintock has 
a 0.26 goals-against average, and the 
National Soccer Coaches Association 
of America named her player of the 
week on Tuesday. 

personal foul penalty, Will Rice 
was able to advance the ball to 
the Hanszen 42 with just under 
10 seconds left. But all hopes of a 
comeback ended when Schaefer 
intercepted Moore's pass for the 
second time. 

Debuting a new shotgun-based 
attack under first-year head coach 
Dylan Fa rmer , a s o p h o m o r e 
and Thresher co-sports editor, 
Hanszen's offense looked spotty 
throughout the game. Hanszen 
lost ya rdage on six d i f fe ren t 
occasions due to botched snaps 
and twice advanced inside the 
Will Rice 20 without scoring. 
Hanszen's defense was stellar 
after McKinnon's touchdown. It 
adjusted to Will Rice's running 
g a m e well e n o u g h to w h e r e 
head coach Roger Sharpe had to 
abandon it in favor of an inefficient 
passing game. 

"They w e r e ab le to slow 
down our runn ing game quite 
a bit as the g a m e progressed ," 
Sharpe said. "Usually Cassie 
throws pretty well but she had 
interceptions. We tried to use the 
passing game a little bit to open 
up our runn ing game, but ... 
once they had the passing game 
f igured out and the r u n n i n g 
game figured out, we were pretty 
much cooked." 

This was not the only game 
of the weekend for Will Rice. 
S u n d a y , M a r t e l (1-0) r a n 
r o u g h s h o d over Will Rice ' s 
defense, jumping out to an early 
20-0 lead that held up for the 
rest of the game. Next week, 
Will Rice will face Sid Rich 
(1-0), the three-t ime defending 
P o w d e r p u f f c h a m p i o n s . Sid 
p rese rved its 31-game winning 
streak Sunday with a 9-0 win 
over Baker (0-1) in a game that 
was not nearly as close as the 
score indicated. 

Sid scored first on a 32-yard 
touchdown run and lateral from 
s e n i o r q u a r t e r b a c k C h r i s t i 
Disch to f r e s h m a n r e c e i v e r 
Ashley Thompson to go up 7-0 in 
the first quar ter . Sid was poised 
to take a two-touchdown lead 
early in the second quar ter when 
f r e shman defensive back Kathy 
Kellert intercepted Disch's pass 
at the Baker 9. 

It was the first of multiple 
opportuni t ies Sid had to open 
up a big lead — twice the team 
drove ins ide Bake r ' s 10 but 
fai led to s c o r e , and on two 
o ther occasions Sid receivers 
dropped wide-open touchdown 
passes on drives in which they 
eventually had to punt. Baker 's 
of fense , on the o ther hand, only 
managed to c ros s midfield once 
in the game. 

In o ther action, last year 's 
runner-up Jones (1-0) s tar ted 
the season with an easy victory, 
defeating Brown (0-1) 27-7. Wiess 
(1-0) won 18-6 over Ixwett (0-
1), led by the running of junior 
halfback Natalie Gwilliam. 

Next week's Powderpuff Game 
of the Week will feature Jones, a 
team that has won 9 of its past 11 
games, against Lovett. 

FOOTBALL 
From page 11 

"home" crowd at Reliant Stadium com-
prised mostly of Longhorn fans. 

While Texas is obviously a more 
ta len ted squad , t h e Owls were 
nowhere near as competitive as their 
first two losses indicated they might 
be. The Longhorns scored two touch-
downs on 119 yards of total offense 
in the first 5:30 of the game. Five of 
Texas's seven drives in the first half 
ended in touchdowns. T h e other 
two ended with a 46-yard field goal 

from Longhorn kicker Greg Johnson 
and a fumble recovered by senior 
defensive end Marcus Rucker at the 
Rice 1. Three plays after that fumble 
recovery, Texas defensive end Tim 
Crowder stripped the ball from senior 
quarterback Joel Armstrong in the 
end zone and held on for a touchdown 
to give the Longhorns a 24-0 lead early 
in the second quarter. 

The Owls' performance was not 
helped by several key injuries, including 

VOLLEYBALL 
From page 11 

Against New Hampshire last Fri-
day, Rice's offense sputtered to a low 
.046 hitting percentage, and the Owls 
fell 30-25,30-22,30-25. The Wildcats 
took advantage of several Rice er-
rors to build a 13-9 lead in the first 
game and never let up, taking their 
momentum into the second and third 
sets to complete the sweep. 

"I think that after we played Ari-
zona ... the team allowed themselves 
to get [complacent]," Volpe said. 
"They went out just to see how the 
match would go, and if you attack 
a match like that, you're not going 
to win." 

Sophomore Karyn Morgan pro-
vided one of few bright spots for the 
Owls, recording 13 kills to reach 
double-digits in that category for the 
10th match in a row. 

Saturday morning, the Owls took 
the court against Indiana-Purdue, but 
again opened sluggishly IPFW won the 
first two games by six and eight points, 
respectively, and despite 18 kills each 
from Morgan and seniorTessa Kuyken-
dall that helped spark a two-game Rice 
comeback, the Owls could not hang on 
to win the fifth game. 

In the finale versus Michigan, 
Rice came out with their best start of 
the weekend. Only after a 7-1 run in 
the middle of the first game did the 
Wolverines pull away, but the Owls 
came back to within two points before 
finally falling 30-25. Rice was tired 

in game two and couldn't respond 
after another momentum-steal ing 
Michigan rally. The Owls lost the 
second set by 11. The third set was 
the most heated of the match, high-
lighted by 15 ties. Rice battled to tie 
the game at 25 and then take a 27-25 

one to Clement, who missed a second 
straight game due to a thumb injury. 

"We had a lot of guys not practic-
ing [lastj week," Graham said. "We 
had three offensive linemen and two 
linebackers not practicing." 

The offense was completely stifled 
by the Texas defense, with a net of 
minus-12 rushing yards for the entire 
game. The lone bright spot on of-
fense was sophomore receiver Jarrett 
Dillard's 9catch, 91-yard performance. 
Dillard also scored Rice's lone touch-
down on a six-yard toss from Armstrong 
midway through the fourth quarter. 
Dillard has now scored touchdowns 
in five straight games. 

lead, but the Wolverines composed 
themselves for a 5-1 run to take the 
set and the match. 

Volpe said that the team had a lot to 
learn from their losing weekend. 

"Hopefully it will be a blessing in 
disguise, and [the team will] under-
stand that you can't go into any com-
petition the way that they did — with 
a lack of focus and a lack of respect 
for the other team," she said. 

S P O R T S N 0 T E B III 

Three Owls compete 
at Texas A&M 

Freshman Amanda Reineck, 
sophomore Claire Shorall and 
senior Brandi Armstrong were 
the only members of the women's 
cross country team to race at the 
Texas A&M Invitational, held 
last Saturday in College Station, 
Texas. None of the runners had 
remarkable performances at the 
five-kilometer meet , but each 
finished in the top half of the 107-
runner field. 

Reineck was the fastest of the 
Rice runners, finishing 40th with 
a time of 20 minutes, 20 seconds. 
Armstrong placed 50th with a 
time of 20:46, and Shorall placed 
53rd with a time of20:53. The race 
marked the season debut for Arm-
strong, who was held out of the 
season-opening Rice Invitational 

Sept. 9 due to injury. 
Texas A&M easily won the 

team title, scoring 26 points. Rice's 
Conference USA rival Southern 
Methodist University continued 
its string of strong performances 
by finishing second with 48 points. 
Texas rounded out the top three 
with a distant 113 points. Rice, with 
only three runners, did not have 
the five runners needed to com-
pete in the team competition. 

This weekend, the Owls will 
take a full team to Minneapolis, 
Minnesota to run in the Roy Griak 
Invitational. The race, hosted by 
the University of Minnesota, is 
one of the top college meets in 
the country. The Owls will be up 
against some of the elite teams in 
the nation, including the Univer-
sity of Arizona, Baylor University, 
University of Virginia and Michi-
gan State University. 

—Justin Hudson 

Challenge 
yourself. 
Push your career to the next level 

Accen tu re is l ook ing for ou t s t and ing graduates f rom Rice Univers i ty to j o i n our 

g lobal team and help tackle some of the most comp-lex and business-cri t ical issues 

faced by businesses today. You wi l l del iver st rategic so lu t ions tha t t rans form your 

c l ient 's business and help them become h igh -pe r fo rmance organizat ions. 

Accenture Welcomes Back the Class of 2007! 

Learn more about a consulting career with Accenture. 

Watch for the following key dates: 
Information Session: October 1st 
Consulting Analyst Interviews: October 26th 
Strategy Business Analyst Interviews: November 3rd 

Choose a career at Accenture where every challenge is an opportunity. 

Aceenturq is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Clory Martin said the Owls see 
the Texas A&M exhibition match 
as the turning point in the season. 
Rice fell to the Aggies 8-0 in College 
Station Aug. 13 and since then have 
not been beaten. 

"The e n e r g y h a s comple te ly 
changed since when we played Texas 
A&M," Clory Martin said. "I'm just 
completely intoxicated with how 
we're playing." 

Visit www.cc.accenture.eom 

Consulting • Technology • Outsourcing 
[> 

accenture 
High performance. Delivered 

http://www.cc.accenture.eom
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RU — Dillard 1-2, Armstrong 1H-4) . Smith 8+10) . 

UT — C . McCoy 7-SO-124, Snead 3 30-39. 
RU — Armstrong 18-29-0-180. 

FOOTBALL 

TEXAS 52 BICE 7 
Sept. 16. 2006 — Reliant Stadium 

Texas 17 21 
Rice 0 0 

52 
7 

UT — Yourig 4 run (Johnson kick) 
UT — Charles 20 run (Johnson kick) 
UT — Johnson 46 field goal 
UT — Crowder 0 fumble recovery (Johnson kick) 
UT — Ross 46 punt return (Johnson kick) 
UT — Sweed 16 pass from McCoy (Johnson kick) 
UT — Shipley 38 pass from McCoy (Johnson kick) 
UT — Melton 5 run (Johnson kick) 
RU — Dillard 6 pass from Armstrong (Craig kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
UT — Charles 8-109, Young 15-101. Snead 6-61, 
Shipley 1-40. Melton 5-24. Ogbonnaya 2-3, M. McCoy 
2-1, C. McCoy 4-(-9). 

UT—Finley 2-39, Ogbonnaya 2-21, Shipley 1-38, Cosby 1-
21. Sweed 1-16, Pittman 1-12, Jones 1-9, Charles 1-7. 
RU — Dillard 9-91, Fentriss 360 , Falco 3-34, Smith 
3<-5). 

Attendance — 40,069 

SOCCER 

RICE S-O STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 

Sept. 17,2006 — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

Rice (7-0-1): McClintock; Coralli, Schugart. Barber, 
B. Martin; Serrano, Conn, Lucas; Scott, Wong, C. 
Martin; Substitutes: Crain, Petric, Fadool, Ostendorf, 
Fraser, Ferguson. 

SFA (3-3): Tierno; Huggins. Turner, Trifaux, Cotton; 
Schwind, Fricks, Wilson, Lackey; Pabani, Alders; Substi 
tutes: Jackson, Robison, Townsend, Bradfield, Crockett, 
Palmacci, Surkein. 

Assists: Lucas, Schugart, Petric, Crain, C. Martin. 
Cautions: none. 
Ejections: Jackson 89' . 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stat* 
Kills 
Rice — Morgan 14 
UM — Bruzdzinski 16, Miller 13 
Assists 
Rice — Lopez 35 
UM — Selsky 37 
Dies 
Rice — Kirk 15, Morgan 10 
UM — Selsky 11, Penn 10 

Attendance — 757 

IPFW 3 BICE 2 

Rice 1JM 
38 53 
25 15 
119 121 
.109 .314 
38 45 
9 6 
46 48 
4 .0 10.0 

33 25 
215 195 
.242 .190 
72 59 
7 7 
98 78 
7.0 14.0 

Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
IPFW — Martins 18, Pfister 17, Miller 15, Roehm 
11, Jackson 10 
Rice — Morgan 18, Kuykendall 18, McClean 13 
Assists 
IPFW — Dominiak 53, Reuter 10 
Rice — Lopez 54 
Digs 
IPFW — Jankowski 25, Martins 21, Pfister 14 
Rice — Dennemann 20, Lopez 17, Morgan 14, 
Kirk 12 

4 2 36 
17 3 0 
119 1 3 1 
.210 .046 
35 32 
9 4 
52 53 
7.0 8 .0 

Attendance — 412 

Sept. 16, 2006 — Keen Center, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

IPFW 30 30 28 27 15 
Rice 24 22 30 30 12 
Final Stats IPFW Rice 
Kills 85 62 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 3 RICE 0 
Sept. 15, 2006 — Keen Center, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

New Hamp. 30 30 30 
Rice 25 22 25 

Final Stats NH Rice 

Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stat* 
Kills 
NH — Blouin 13, Rehn 12 
Rice — Morgan 13, McClean 10 
Assists 
NH — Bridova 33 
Rice — Lopez 2 1 
Digs 
NH — Lahti 13, Rehn 11, Bridova 10 
Rice — Kirk 15, Lopez 13 

Attendance — N/A 

These • axscores brought to you buy: 
Not T oy Smith for Heisman 

It's only 1:13 a.m. and I'm exactly where I want 
to be 
Observe my hand 
Hanszen's D-D D D D D Unit 
More than 7 points this week 
Stain Removers 
Now it's 4:00, and it's your mom's fault 

Rice SFA 
19 8 

UT Rice 
22 11 
330 -12 
163 180 
493 168 
98 108 
2-48.5 8-38.5 
31:29 28:31 

0 
1 
0 

11 

0 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 6 
Saves 0 
Corner Kicks 8 
Fouls 14 
Offsides 2 

Attendance — 153 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 0 MICHIGAN 3 
Sept. 16. 2006 — Keen Arena, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Rice 25 19 28 
Michigan 30 30 30 

POWDERPUFF PREDICTIONS: WEEK 2 

ir Best! 

Saturday, September 30th 
University of Houston Hilton Hotel, Shamrock Room 

4800 Calhoun Street, Houston,Texas 77204 

9 a .m. -5 p.m. 
with Silent Auction 

HAAUG Members : $25 presale - $30 at the door. 

Non-Members : $30 presale - $35 at the door. 

Presented by 

HOUSTON AREA APPLE 'J5Et?5 G»OUP 

Buy tickets ONLINE @ 
www.haaug.org/macfest 

Apple User Group 

rnmmmsm 
Stephen 
Whitfield 

Sports Editor 

Dylan Farmer 
Sports Editor 

David Brown 
E.I.C. 

.. 

Evan Mlntz 
Opinion Guy 

"Bob" 
RMC info Desk 

• 

Hanszen 
vs. 

Baker 
Hanszen Hanszen Hanszen 

"Baker sucks" 
Hanszen 

"/ live there" 
Baker 

Sid Rich 
vs. 

Will Rice 
Sid Rich Sid Rich 

Sid Rich 
"Evan Stein + 
Roids = Win" 

Hanszen 
"/ live there" Sid Rich 

iones 
vs. 

Lovett* 

(declined to 
pick in favor 

of journalistic 
objectivity) 

Jones 
Jones 
"Brent 

Musburger!" 

Jones 
"1 hate Julia" 

Lovett 

Martel 
vs. 

Hanszen 
Martel Hanszen 

Martel 
"In 3 OT" 

Hanszen 
"1 live there" Hanszen 

Wiess 
vs. 

Brown 
Wiess Wiess 

Brown 
"52-7" 

Brown 
"Wiess lost non-

Rice player" 
Wiess 

*denotes 1'hresher Game of the Week 

Are you a motivated leader looking to make a 
difference over Spring Break? 

Apply to be an Alternative Spring Break Site leader! 

Select the location 
Learn about your host 
agency 
Choose the 
participants 

Arrange the work 
project 
Flan community 
involvement 
Have a great time! 

Information Session for Site Leaders 
Monday, September 25 - 8:00pm 
RMC 2nd Floor Conference Room 

Applications for Site Leaders are due by 5:00pm on September 30 
and available at http://www.rice.edu/service. 

Spring Breaks with a Purpose! 

For more information, please contact Christa Leimbach (leimbach@rice.edu) 
or Mac Griswold (xriswold@rice.edu). 

Sponsored by the Community Involvement Center 

J? ypecmf invitation 
^Discover your t r u e seifi. 

^ f a u m 

M e d i t a t i o n 
In Houston, TX 

We cordially invite you to this special one-
time seminar with honorary guest speaker, 

WOO MYUNG. 
Come join us and hear Woo Myung's message 

of the Truth, peace and happiness. 

Who is Woo Myyipfl? 
Founder of Maum Meditation Association 

Recipient of Mahatma Gandhi Peace Prize 
UN World Peace Ambassador 

Best selling author of numerous books Including 
'World Beyond World.* 

When: Sep. 28, 2006 (Thurs.), 7:00 pm 
W h e r e ; Courtyard Marriott-12401 Katy Freeway 

(On Dairy Ashford & 1*10) 
Conference Room 'Marquis' 

Contact: 832 541 3523 

FREE ADMISSION but statins is limited so pleas* 
RESERVE you seat today/ ^ 

http://www.haaug.org/macfest
http://www.rice.edu/service
mailto:leimbach@rice.edu
mailto:xriswold@rice.edu
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22 
Set In stone 

Your schedule, that is. Today is 
the last day to add a course. If 
you drop a course after today 
you will be assessed a drop 
fee. Also, today is the last day 
to complete late registration. 
If you are reading this and not 
a student, you can still fix that 
problem by heading to the 
Registrar's Office — but hurry, 
it closes at 4:30 p.m. 

S A T U R D A Y 

Lookin' for my lost shaker 
of salt 

Some people claim that there ' s 
a woman to blame, but I 
know it's my own damn fault. 
Tonight is Brown College's 
Margaritaville party, so come 
with an appetite for that frozen 
concoction that helps me 
hang on — margar i tas will 
be served, and CAPP is even 
providing the virgin variety. 
'Hie beach, I mean party, is in 
the Brown quad with plans to 
move the party — but not the 
sand — into the commons in 
the event of rain. The 
booze hits the blender at 
10 p.m., and you can head off 
with nothing to show but that 
brand new tattoo at 2 a.m. 

S U N D A Y 

Gridiron gals 

There 's a powderpuff 
quadruple header today at 
intramural fields 6 and 7 next to 
Autry Court . In the 1 p.m. game 
on field 7, Hanszen (1-0) takes 
on Martel (1-0). Two games 
kickoff at 3 p.m, with Sid (1-0) 
taking on neighboring 

Will Rice (0-1) on field 7, and 
Wiess (1-0) taking on Brown (0-
1) on field 6 in one of the two 
North-South games. 
Following the Wiess-Brown 
game, at approximately 5 p.m., 
is the prime time pairing as 
Lovett (0-1) looks to avenge its 
loss to Wiess against Jones (1-
0), fresh off a victory over rival 
Brown. With the days getting 
shorter, the 5 p.m. game, on 
field 6, may finish under the 
lights as a Sunday night classic. 

Bump set spike 

Today is the first home 
Conference-USA match for the 
women's volleyball team, as they 
take on Memphis at 7 p.m. at 
Autry Court. The match is the 
team's first at Autry since 
Sept. 6, so come out and support 
the team. 

M O N D A Y 

Free press 

The calendar editor feels like 
the clubs and organizations on 
campus do not understand the 
principle of "submitting items 
to the calendar." If your club, 
campus organization or other 
group has a legitimate event 
and you submit it to 
thresher-calendar@rice.edt4 it 
will more likely than not appear 
right here, on this lovely 
calendar. Hie submission 
deadline, like the little box at 
the end of the calendar 
explains, is today at 12 p.m. 

down in Willy's Pub. Hanszen 
has been nice enough to 
provide the libations — big 
news for a pub night — and 
all you have to provide is the 
fun. So if Hanszen stole your 
high school cheer, you could 
drink that Hanszen beer ... 
ooh, ahh. 

season will feature a movie 
night, with titles like Tommy 
Boy and Shrek 2. T h e 
concession stand is open during 
movie nights. 

FRIDAY 29 
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Spanish 

On intermittent Wednesdays for 
an undisclosed period of time, 
the calendar will 
celebrate Wednesday in 
different languages. Did you 
know that traditionally in Span-
ish-speaking countries, the 
calendar starts with Monday 
(lunes) and ends with Sunday 
(domingo) rather than the 
Sunday to Saturday alignment 
common in the United States? 
However, since the work week is 
still Monday to Friday, miercoles 
is hump day even in the Spanish-
speaking world. So whether you 
live in a house or a casa, you still 
look forward to getting back to it 
on hump day, done with the 
majority of the week. 

Club part 1 

Today is the deadline for 
existing clubs on campus 
to re-register with the clubs 
office. So if your club wants 
to retain its s tatus a n d / o r get 
its money, get yourself to the 
clubs office in the 
Student Center today. 

Club part 2 

Tonight Willy's Pub sheds its 
standard atmosphere and 
becomes "Club Willy." Pub, 
which those of you who make 
your way there on a regular 

basis know, is not normally 
open on Fridays, so those of 
you who are grinding during 
the week have a chance to see 
the Rice Landmark where your 
academ slacker friends hang 
o u t Club Willy is open from 
10 p.m.- 2 a.m. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 12 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 
on a space available basis. 

T H U R S D A Y 

T U E S D A Y 

Give me a P! Give me a U! Give 
me a B! Give it to Hanszen! 

Hanszen College has its fall 
pub night from 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

For-ev-ver 

Those of you who guessed 
that this is a reference to Vie 
Sandlot are correct. Tonight at 
7 p.m. take a blanket or chair 
over to the football stadium 
and watch Benny "The Jet" 
Rodriguez and the whole gang 
on the new Jumbotron. This 
viewing of The Sandlot is not 
a stand alone event — the 
athletic department is putting 
on a series of events during 
football season called "Rice 
Owl Movie Nights." The movie 
nights are an opportunity to 
watch a movie on a gigantically 
huge screen, enjoy the newly 
renovated stadium, and have 
a grand old time. Any non-pep 
rally Thursday during the 

(fci- *»* 
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TSSgSS*-
Some peoplec

 me... 
gut I know its on y 

The best thing since Margaritaville? 
Cappuccino-ville. 

Population: You. 
Want to visit? 

Student Center. 

Stop by our visitor's bureau: 
www.rice.edu/coffeehouse 

Microsoft IT's all academic! 

on your favorite Microsoft titles 
Purchase the latest Microsoft software for 

personal use at a fraction of the retail price. 

1792° $69 

order online today! 

www.shoptrc.com/savings/icut 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/coffeehouse
http://www.shoptrc.com/savings/icut


THE RICE THRESHER BACKPAGE FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,2006 

Do you have what it takes to be the Backpage editor? 

captions for these Thresher pictures, and we might run them if we feel like it. 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/ THRESHER 
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Please bring contest sub-

missions to the Thresher 

office on the second floor 

of the Ley Student Center. 

6 Wild On: Hanszen 
College > 
5. Women of the 
Outer Loop 
4 Who is (not) a student? 
3. Katamari 
2. The David W. Leebron 
Show 
L The RTV Ink Blot ,1 
Smile-Time Variety Hour 
featuring KTRU and the 
BBC News Experience. 

Please send all 
good misclass to 
hackpage@rice.edu. Please 
don't send bad misclass. 
The Backpage is satire 
and is written by 
Evan Mintz. Poorly. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

WANTED: A PART-TIME sitter in the 
afternoons for two energetic, fun loving 
boys, ages 5 and 10. We live in the 
Rice area and need a dependable and 
conscientious student to pick the boys 
up from school and watch them until 
we arrive home from work. Hours are 
generally from 2:30 until 6:00 M-F. Can 
be somewhat flexible with the beginning 
time and the number of days per week. 
Please call (281) 723-8554 to respond. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING2 , 
a pr ivate tu tor ia l s e rv i ce , n e e d s 
par t - t ime t u t o r s in Ma thema t i c s , 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, French, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and 
Finance. Flexible hours. Excellent pay. 
No house calls. Office located close to 
campus. (713) 528-7085. 

PRIVATE MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
near Rice University is looking for 
part-time assistants and substi tutes. 
Great if you are need ing flexible 
h o u r s and wan t ing an en joyab le 
and reward ing job. Call Tara @ 
(713) 520-0738. 

PERSON ASSISTANT, BABYSITTING, 
and tutoring. Job: Tuesday and Wednes-
day 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. Carpool, shopping, 
tutoring, and babysitting. Friday 2 to 7 
every other week. Saturday hour to be 
worked out every other week. Possible 
travel, gas paid. 

RICE ALUM SEEKS female grad 
student for help with daughter . Study 
p rep for ISBE, gene ra l tu ror ing , 
pick-up at school and take home. 
References reques ted . Please e-mail 
Virginia at vangel@angelslaw.com. 

k 
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THE PLACE TO BE. FOR ONE NIGHT. 

DRESS TO IMPRESS — 
AND COME TO DANCE. 

Sept 29 
Wil ly s Pub 
Learn more at 
w w w rice edu/pub 

C O O R D I N A T O R , C O N T I N U I N G 
E D U C A T I O N : 20 h o u r s / w e e k . 
Texas Woman's University - Houston. 
R e q u i r e s B a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e in 
Business Administration, Marketing or 
related field. One years experience in 
development and /o r implementation 
)l programs involving community or 

professional organizations preferably 
educational . Additioual job-related 
experience, particularly in area of sales/ 
marketing, may be substituted for the 
required education on a year-for-year 
basis. Interpersonal skills, financial 
management, communication (written 
and oral) skills preferred. Health care 
background preferred. Contact Colleen 
Ferguson, (940) 898-3404. 

E D U C A T I O N A L C O N S U L T I N G 
AND Tutoring Business located in the 
Galleria area needs experienced tutors 
for Education Consultant's office in 
the following areas: SAT, SAT II and 
ACT preparation: English (reading 
c o m p r e h e n s i o n , wr i t i ng ) , M a t h , 
Science, History and Spanish. The 
applicant must be proficient in SAT/ 
ACT prep and academic subjects: have 
excellent communication skills that 
would appeal to middle school, high 
school and/or college bound young 
adults and have reliable transportation. 
It is a part-time position with flexible 
hours ($25.00/hour). Please email 
resume to twilson@shumsky. net or fax to 
(713) 784-9565, Attn: Terrell Wilson. 

R E N E W A B L E E N E R G Y F I R M , 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n on p r o v i d i n g 
affordable solar light to the developing 
world, seeks volunteer and interns 
for office, marketing and ad work. 
Potential to move to compensated 
e m p l o y m e n t , 10-15 h o u r s / w e e k . 
Office on Bissonet, near Rice U. E-mail 
to steven@sunnightsolar.com. 

FAMILY SEEKS RESPONSIBLE 
Female Rice Student as Pa ren t ' s 
Helper , and H o m e w o r k superv i -
sor for child 13. This is a Part Time 
position near TMC. Safe driving record 
essential as transportation from school is 
entailed. The family offers competitive 
pay, and gas allowance. Please call 
(281) 433-0837 or send email to 
ArielFilms@earthlink. net. 

TUTOR FOR $15-$30/hr. Required: 
capable in all core high school subjects 
(Math, Science, English, History, 
Spanish or French); Min. GPA3.0; Min. 
72 hours college credit; Reliable vehicle; 
Available weeknights. (713) (364-8085. 

B A R T E N D E R S W A N T E D ! $250 
per day potential . No expe r i ence 
necessary. Training provided. Age 18+ 
OK. (800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

BABYSITTER: S E E K I N G VERY 
responsible, patient student to babysit 
energetic and adorable 15-month-old. 
Weeknights /weekends . Approx. 10 
- 15 hours /week . Walking d is tance/ 
short drive away. Undergrad /Grad . 
Education studies & dog lovers a plus. 
References required. (713) 542-2475 
or e-mail afan@houston.rr.com. 

WE ARE LOOKING for a responsible 
student with reliable transportation 
to pick up our very loving 7 year old 
Autistic son from school 3 days a week. 
The job would require watching our 
son in our home until I re turned with 
my other children. I am needing help 
Mon /Wed /Thur s . from 3:30(pick up 
time) to 5:30. If interested contact 
Stacie at (713) 305-7911. 

RICE P R O F E S S O R N E E D S an 
o c c a s i o n a l u n d e r g r a d / g r a d u a t e 
student companion for her 11-year-old 
son while out of town. Student must 
have car, and be able to stay overnight 
at the P ro fe s so r ' s home . Contact 
margarethe@rice. edu. 

TUTOR SAT AND ACT! Part time, 1-
on-1, drive to s tudents 'homes. $15/hr, 
plus paid prep and training. E-mail 
r e sumr . cover letter and test scores 
to houstoninfo<@kaplan.com. 

PART TIME ASSISTANT/GRADER 
for a f te rschool read ing and math 
program in Heights area. Mondays 
& Thursdays, 3-7 p.m. $7/hr . E-mail 
r e sume to api@kumonheights.com. 

TEACH KIDS ENGLISH in Japan! 
AEON Amity Corp. is interviewing in 
Houston the week of October 21 st, 2006. 
Amity English Schools offer salaried 
positions at each of our 70+ schools 
for dedicated professionals who have 
a BA/BS degree. Competitive salary, 
subsidized housing, comprehensive 
i n s u r a n c e , f u r n i s h e d a p a r t m e n t . 
Japanese language or teaching exp. 
not r e q u i r e d . S u b m i t r e s u m e & 
500 word essay, "Why I Want to 
Teach Kids & Live in Japan" online at 
www.amityteachers.com. Quest ions? 
E-mail: amitychi@aeonet.com. 

HOUSING 

M U S E U M D I S T R I C T : B I K E to 
Rice. I^arge two bedroom, two bath 
a p a r t m e n t at 4200 Mt . V e r n o n , 
ha rdwood floors, cen t ra l air and 
hea t , a s s i g n e d c o v e r e d pa rk ing . 
$975 with lease and deposit . Andover 
(713) 524-3344. 

2BDRM/2BATH $1100. 1535 Beall-
Heights . (832) 465-7468. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005 1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 
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