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Serveries to offer Saturday dinner 
by Sarah Baker 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Saturday evening adventures in search of 
off-campus food may soon become an event of 
the past. Starting tomorrow, the North College 
and Hanszen/Wiess College serveries will pro-
vide Saturday night dinners instead of Saturday 
morning breakfast. 

Additionally, all serveries will use the same reci-
pes cind will follow a six-week menu cycle, during 
which each entree will only be served once. 

Director of Residential Dining Angela Riggs 
said few students attended Saturday breakfast. 
Riggs said she made the change because she 
wants to give students the 19 meals per week 
the plan provides. 

Riggs said kitchen staff will prepare food in 
smaller batches Saturday evenings until they 

determine how many students will eat Saturday 
dinners. The grill, deli and salad bars will be 
open, and staff will prepare a meat entree, a 
vegetarian entree a vegetable dish and a starch. 
Riggs said there may be one fewer entree option 
than is available the rest of the week. 

"It's more like comfort food that well be 
giving you on Saturday," she said. 

Riggs said Saturday dinner will cost $8.39, 
the same as d inners on other days. Lunches 
cur ren t ly cost $6.22, and b reakfas t s cost 
$5.14. However, the change will not affect 
meal plan prices because Dining Services 
will use money previously allocated for new 
equipment to make up the dif ference. 

Wiess College senior Austin Bratton said he 
thinks he will not stay on campus for Saturday 
dinner. 

"I alwaysenjoyedthattheydidn't serve meals 

on Saturday because it forced everybody to 
get out into town," Bratton said. "I'm afraid 
that it might cause people to just always hang 
around campus a lot." 

Di rec tor of Adminis t ra t ive Serv ices 
Eugen Radulescu said the Rice Village shuttle 
service will remain the same unless ridership 
decreases significantly. Any changes would 
not be made before the spring semester, 
Radulescu said. 

"We really want you to have a choice to 
go for shopping, dining and entertainment 
in the Village, so dining is only one piece of 
the part," Radulescu said. 

Shuttles currently run to the Village from 
5:30p.m.-12:30 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, 
with a shuttle leaving every 15 minutes. 

Will Rice College sophomore Rahul 
see DINNER. Page 5 
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Offensive and defensive lines square off on Rice Stadium's new FieldTurf in preparation for 
the season opener at home against University of Houston tomorrow night. Coming off a 1-10 
season, are the Owls' new coach and new schemes enough for a football renaissance? 

See full preview, pages 9-12 

Dean revives 
college courts 

by Risa Gordon and Sarah Baker 
THRESHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

Changes to the Student Code of Conduct by 
Assistant Dean of Student Judicial Programs 
Don Ostdiek may revive college courts. Class 
II violations — minor violations that primarily 
concern breaking college rules or damaging 
college property — have been renamed "col-
lege infractions." A college has the authority to 
determine how it adjudicates such infractions, 
which could be before the college court. Most 
colleges have a framework for a college court, 
but the courts are mostiy inactive. 

Students found to have committed a college 
infraction will be subject to a fine, restitution or 
loss of privileges within the college, but the find-
ing will not be recorded on a student's internal 
transcript. Graduate schools and employers 
often ask students to disclose such disciplinary 
records on their applications. 

Assistant Dean of Student Judicial Programs 
Don ()stdiek said he made the changes after meet-
ing with college presidents and chief justices in 
May. Ostdiek said students wanted the ability to 
better enforce discipline within the colleges and 
did not want college court rulings to be included 
on internal transcripts. The students thought 
the colleges would be more willing to impose 
sanctions if the sanctions were not included on 
an internal transcript, Ostdiek said. Giving the 
colleges more self-governance power is positive, 
Ostdiek said. 

"1 wouldn't want to not do it because it 'night 
fail," Ostdiek said. "IThe college presidents and 
chief justices] came to me and said they want to 
do it, so I want to ... support that." 

Ostdiek said each college will determine 
how it runs its college court and that he did not 
impose a uniform method of handling cases 
because each college has a unique way of op-
erating. The Student Code of Conduct allows 
many of the same procedures for college courts 
as for University Court, such as the rights of a 
student in a proceeding. A student found to have 
committed a college infraction may first appeal 
the decision to the college master and then to 
Ostdiek. Student Judicial Programs can place a 
judicial hold on a student's account if he or she 
does not abide by the sanction. 

"The colleges need to come together and 
decide," Ostdiek said. "It's a good opportunity 
for the colleges as a community to decide what 
community they want to be. [This way, ] the chief 
justices are enforcing what the college wants and 
not some arbitrary outside authority." 

With the exception of Brown College, which 
has a functioning college c o u r t the other col-
leges are in the process of discussing how to 

see INFRACTIONS, Page 4 

Fire causes little permanent damage 
by Sarah Baker 

THRESHER EDtTORlAI. STAFF 

A base chemical bath caused a fire 
in the organic chemist ry laboratory 
on the third floor of George R. Brown 
Hall Aug. 24. The fire started when 
the postdoctorate associate working 
in the lab left the room. There were 
no injuries. 

Rice University Police Chief Bill 
Taylor said a smoke alarm detected 
the fire at 3:48p.m., which alerted the 
Rice University Police Department 
dispatcher to call the fire depart-
ment. When RUPD arrived, people 
had begun to evacuate the building. 
Taylor said the fire was put out within 
minutes after firemen arrived. 

"There was no secondary fire," 
Taylor said. "The one fire that was 
there was put out very rapidly." 

Director of Environmental Health 
and Safety Katlu yn Cavender said 
the fire was contained to one side 
of the lab. 

Water used to put out the fire can sed 
most of the damage to the building, 
including carpet damage to the second 
and tiiird floors, Cavender said. 

"There was some soot that was 
cleaned up from the hallways when 
they came in and wiped down the 
halls," she said. "All the fire dam-
age was isolated to one bench in 
the lab." 

Cavender said the fire department 
broke a window in the lab to ventilate 
the area. She said ceiling tiles, a cabinet 
and a lab bench need replacement. 

Risk Manager Renee Block said 
monetary damage assessments of the 
building are not complete. 

"What we need to do is get a 
contractor in there, [and then] we'll 
be able to put together a scope of 
work on what needs to be replaced," 
Block said. "After we have that scope 
of work, that will provide us with an 
indication of what the estimated dam-
age will be." 

Cavender said determining pre-
ventative measures for the future is 
difficult because she does not know 
why the fire started. 

"The problem is [in not] having a 
cause," she said. "It's hard to change 
a procedure because we don't know 
what went wrong." 

Cavender said Blackman Mooring 

Steamatic Catastrophes, Inc., the 
company hired to clean up the fire 
damage, finished by 8:00 p.m. the 
day of the fire. Rice hired another 
company, Seafour Environmental, to 
handle the chemical damage. 

"Now we're just waiting for [Rice] 
to hire a contractor to finish removing 
the cabinets from the lab," Cavender 
said. "Then well rebuild it." 

C h e m i s t r y P r o f e s s o r Ed Bil-
lups, who runs the lab, said the fire 
destroyed all the instruments and 
reagents nearby. 

"We lost chemicals and time." 
Billups said. "We recovered all of the 
information from the computers that 
were there, so in that sense, we didn't 
lose any work." 

Billups, whose research involves 
nanotechnology and organic chemis-
t ry said his students will work in other 
labs until the damage is repaired. 

Taylor said the si tuation was 
handled smoothly. 

"It was pretty straightforward," 
Taylor said. "There was a fire, it was 
put out, and then it was over. It always 
takes longer to clean up than it takes 
for it to burn." 

I N S I D E 

Football Saturday 
Join the War Owls s tuden t 

section at Rice Stadium tomorrow 
as the football team takes on the 
University of Houston Cougars. 
Kickoff for the first football game 
of the season is at 8 p.m. 

Activities fair 
Want to ride ponies on the 

w e e k e n d s with the Equestr ian 
Club, think of show ideas for RTV5 
or practice early morning tai chi? 
Stop by the Grand Hall in the Rice 
Memorial Center from 12-4 p.m. 
today for information about these 
clubs and others. 

Labor Day 
There 's nothing like a holiday 

after the first week of school. So 
relax, and have fun Monday. Go 
for a picnic, a roadtrip or just get 
a head start on that paper due in a 
few weeks. 

OPINION Page 3 
Little help in studying abroad 

AAE Page 13 
Clerks: Uncut. 

SPORTS Page I S 
Football fans: have patience. 

Scoreboard 

Soccer 
Mississippi State 2. Rice 3 
Volleyball 
Nicholls State 0, Rice 3 

Quote of the Week 

"Now there's more focus on the col-
lege deciding and knowing what it's 
going to do other than running the form 
around. That's a big change." 
— Assistant Dean of Student Judicial 
Programs Don Ostdiek. See Story, 

Page 5. 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Sunny, 72-94 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy. 73-93 degrees 
Sunday 
Isolated storms, 73-89 degrees 
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Power to the college 
courts, with caution 

The newly revamped college courts should benefit partiers, non-
parties and administrators alike — as long as chief justices work 
together to maintain consistent enforcement of their new responsi-
bilities from college to college. (See story, page 1.) 

While this new system may seem to add a level of bureaucracy to 
Rice's student conduct policies, it merely shares the administrative 
oversight of Class 2 violations. We believe it is about time college 
chief justices and court members were enabled to suitably serve 
their colleges. 

The changes will allow colleges to handle minor alcohol-related 
infractions internally, preventing them from showing up on students' 
permanent disciplinary records and potentially easing the workloads 
the Rice University Police Department. Additionally, chief justices 
will have the power to enforce the threats they are forced to make 
when parties become too rowdy. 

However, we have a few reservations about the courts' abilities 
to organize themselves, create penalty policies and enforce the deci-
sions they are expected to make, especially at the beginning of this 
new system: Chief justices will have to work together to set uniform 
standards for each college's penalty framework. We believe regular 
communication between chief justices will improve the effectiveness 
of each of the courts and ensure that comparable penalties are being 
assessed at each college. 

The policy of handing out monetary fines for minor, alcohol-
related offenses makes perfect sense. It is a concrete threat 
that should get the immediate attention of intoxicated students, 
and if it is enforced correctly, the policy will hopefully result in 
campus-wide benefits. 

This sudden power and responsibility may overwhelm unused 
courts and underworked chief justices. Colleges should make sure 
to fill these positions wisely. But with proper formation and leader-
ship, these courts can provide an increased level of self-governance 
for colleges. 

Saturday meal swap 
unhelpful to students 

Housing and Dining's proposal to eliminate Saturday breakfasts 
and instead offer Saturday dinners concerns us. Saturday evening 
servery closures drove students off campus. While some saw 
this as an inconvenience, the weekly exodus from the hedges 
forced students to explore Houston. And weekend shuttles to 
the Rice Village, coupled with 13th Street's Saturday evening 
hours, continue to alleviate dining anxiety for transportation-
impaired students. 

Saturday night outings have become a central issue with 
the implementation of President David Leebron's ambition for 
students to interact more with Houston. Rice already babies 
students enough — the last thing we need is another excuse to 
stay inside our bubble. 

If turnout at Friday dinners is any evidence, weekend dinners are 
already unpopular. Adding another will just waste students' board 
dues, especially in comparison to the economically sound Saturday 
morning continental breakfast. And as much as this new dinner 
will not be needed, the eliminated breakfast will be missed. While 
not that many students actually use this early morning breakfast, 
going out on the town for a bowl of cereal is not as easy as heading 
out for dinner. 

We hope H&D will reconsider its decision and restore the 
compulsory Saturday night out that is part of Rice students' 
culture — and restore the nutritional breakfast early risers need 
to have a healthy, productive morning. 

Go to football game 
this Saturday 

Rice students have a habit of ignoring football games, but this 
Saturday's game may prove to be something worth seeing. With 
a renovated stadium and reorganized team, it will be a whole 
new ball game — so if you have never been to a game, now is 
the time. Visit the beer tent, eat a hot dog and cheer on that big 
guy who sits next to you in class. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

What's the deal 
with the War Owls? 
To the editor: 

What Bush-loving, Iraq-ecstatic 
Republican committee changed our 
mascot to "War Owls?" How can this 
even be done without us knowing it 
was going to happen beforehand? 
Shouldn't we have some input? 

I realize that it seems like a small 
change to embrace "War Owls" 
instead of our actual official "Owls" 
mascot, but the connotation is signifi-
cantly different. Instead of standing 
for wisdom, conflict resolution and 
knowledge—something the Middle 
East could use a lot more than more 
war — our mascot now represents 

us as predators that attack in the 
dead of night while the innocents 
are sleeping. Our image just changed 
dramatically, especially with the mice 
of the world. Instead of someone 
who can solve conllicts between the 
mice, we are the ones who wage war 
against them. 

Even more alarmingly, there is no 
such thing as a "War Owl." I realize 
that our school spirit isn't up there 
with the Longhorns or — thank 
heavens — the Aggies, but it's not as 
nonexistent as our new pseudo-mas-
cot implies. Rice students like to deal 
in the real world. Why not let us have 
a mascot that isn't imaginary? 

The only hit that Google gave 
me for "War Owls" that made any 
sense is a World War II poster 
which u rges soldiers to remain 

silent. I would really prefer for our 
school not to be associated with a 
poster urging anyone to keep from 
expressing themselves. 

I realize it sounds more aggres-
sive, but why change our unusual, 
traditional mascot? We are brains over 
brawn. The Mob proudly marches to 
the beat of its own drummer. Why 
should the other symbols of our 
school spirit conform? Yes, the "Owls" 
seems tamer than the Longhorns or 
the Bulldogs on the surface. But in 
all the old fables, which animal do the 
others go to when they can't figure 
things out? 

Rice is a unique university. Let us 
keep our unconventional mascot. 

Katy Mulvaney 
Baker sophomore 
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Guest column 

Rice should rejuvenate film studies program 
A s t h e y peruse the course catalog, 
new students will behold a cornuco-
pia of courses, an abundance of aca-
demia, a superfluity of scholasticism. 
Newfour-letterwords, and 
not the kind so beloved 
to chanting Lovetteers, 
begin to enter their ver-
nacular : Huma, Orgo , 
Diff-E. However, there is 
one four-letter word that 
is conspicuously scarce 
in this sea of scholarly 
terminology: Film. 

During the fall semester, 
discerning students can 
manage to find one film 
c l a s s c r o s s - l i s t e d in 
English and Art History, two produc-
tion classes in Visual Arts and one 
course offered in the English depart-
ment as "Global Media Studies." To 
be fair to the dozens of students fluent 
in Spanish, Chinese or Russian, film 
courses also exist in those depart-
ments. However, this represents a 
miniscule opportunity set, a total of 
about 100 student enrollment spaces 
for an undergraduate population of 
nearly 3,000. Frustrated freshmen 
will be further dismayed to learn 
that there is not even an introduc-
tory-level film class included among 
these. So, Joey Freshman asks him-
self: Why the dearth of offerings? 

Hard as it may be to believe, film 
studies courses were plentiful only 
a few years ago. There was serious 
talk of film becoming a major, or at 
least a track within the art history 
major. However, a recent exodus of 

Luke 
Stadel 

faculty has led to a sharp decline in 
the number of film courses in the 
humanities curriculum. 

The 2005 retirement of world-
renowned art historian 
Tom McEvilley, as well 
as the departures of Asian 
Studies Professor Hajime 
Nokatr i and Hispanic 
Studies Professor Rafael 
Selaberry, have thinned 
the number of film courses 
presently available. How-
ever, the most significant 
departure occurred over 
the summer, when Art 
History Professor Hamid 
Naficy decided to leave 

Rice for Northwestern. His move 
eradicated the four courses he would 
have taught this academic year, 
including HART 280: History and 
Aesthetics of Film. 

Naficy is a world-class scholar and 
prolific writer, with five books to his 
credit. This total includes his upcom-
ing history of Iranian cinema, a subject 
on which he is probably the world's 
leading authority. Having a person of 
his caliber teaching film at Rice for 
more tllan a decade was a great boon to 
the school. His loss should represent 
an equally great disappointment. At 
least one of his classes, HART 4K4: 
Exile and Diaspora Cinema, cannot 
be taught by anyone else. And unless 
someone is hired to fill his position in 
the Art History department, all the 
others will not be taught. 

It is important to consider why 
Naficy decided to leave Rice. Inas-

much as such a thing can depend on 
a single factor, the Art History depart-
ment's rejection of the Art History film 
major track—a plan spearheaded by 
Naficy and English Professor Kirsten 
Osther r—apparently was somet hing 
he saw as a harbinger of a bleak future 
for film studies at Rice. ITie tenuous 
position that film studies occupies is 
made all the more unstable with every 
departure, creating the risk of a self-
fulfilling prophecy for the demise of 
film studies. The best solution to this 
problem would be for film to have its 
own major. Although financial realities 
render this impossible, for the time 
being, film is something that hides 
in nooks and crannies. Film fanatics 
willing to go over the course of ferings 
with a fine-toothed comb may find 
something right up their alley. 

Despite this, students need not 
be content with the current situa-
tion and course offerings. First and 
foremost, filling Naficy's teaching 
position with another full-time film 
person would greatly help offset the 
negative impact of his departure. 

There is no reason that film, such 
a vital part of modern academic 
study—and perhaps the most signifi-
cant expression of the last 100-plus 
years of human existence — should 
be treated as a second-class subject 
at a school committed to being at 
the forefront of the academic world. 
Students must demand improvement 
in the film curriculum. 

Luke Stadel is a Brown College 
senior. 

Guest column 

Rice to blame for difficulties studying abroad 
I n light of my own recent experience 
overseas, I've realized that Rice's 
study abroad program, contrary to 
what the flyers might suggest, is only 
in its infant stages. I believe 
Rice is on the right track 
by encouraging students 
to study abroad without 
imposing many bureau-
cratic difficulties. Unlike 
at some other universities, 
s tudents here have the 
freedom to study anywhere, 
not just with a handful of 
pre-approved programs. 

However, Rice's ap-
proach is too hands-off, 
and it can make studying 
abroad more frustrat ing than it 
needs to be. 

My first study abroad went off 
without a hitch. This was mostly by 
chance, since Rice does not provide 
much direction for traveling to Nica-
ragua. However, while I was there, 
I was able to meet representatives 
from other universities who had 
come to evaluate the program. I 
am unaware of Rice staff evaluating 
study abroad programs in person—I 
know for sure they did not evaluate 
my program in Nicaragua—and it is 
about time they started. This would 
allow them to recommend programs 
or advise against them based on 
their own evaluations. Rice could 
even recommend certain programs 
for certain majors or warn against 
programs that offer ridiculously 
easy courses and shelter students 
from experiencing the local culture. 
Further, it could inform students that 
certain departments have approved 
certain foreign schools' curriculum 
for class credit. These steps are 
currently the responsibility of the 
student. For liberal arts majors, 
this is generally acceptable. But 
engineers may be condemned to an 
extra semester if they fail to transfer 
courses taken abroad — a risk many 
choose not to take. 

Right now, 1 am studying abroad in 
Santiago, Chile with the Institute for 
International Education of Students 
(IES). This experience has allowed 
me to see some of Rice International 
Programs' shortcomings. First of all, 
no one at Rice could tell me which 

Steve 
Dictor 

study abroad programs in Santiago 1 
would benefit most from. I have had 
several frustrations with IES, and I be-
lieve Rice is responsible because of its 

hands-off approach. While 
other exchange prognims 
gave the foreign studentsat 
my university their student 
I. I ).s right away, I had to face 
a long delay. Also, in the IES 
program, I was a second-
class study abroad citizen. 
(ieorgetown I 'Diversity has 
evaluated the IES program 
and made particular ar-
rangements for its students, 
who can take classes simul-
taneously at the two main 

universities in Santiago and opt out of 
an IES course that is difficult to obtain 
transfer credit for in favor of extra local 
courses. I had registration difficulties 
that wouldn't have happened if I had 
this arrangement. 

Another frustration is the discon-
nect between International Programs 
and academic departments. At Rice, 
with our lax advising system, I couldn't 
think ofwho would lookovenny cours-
es, and sent emails to the economics 
department to no avail. While other 
students had advisors at their home 
university reviewing their schedules, 
I didn't feel like anyone at Rice even 
knew when my registration week was. I 
;un currently studying at the Pontificate 
Catholic University, which is reputed 
for its economics program. Rice should 
not only encourage economics majors 
to study here, but should work with 
oneofthe study abroad programs here 
to make arrangements that suit Rice 
students' needs, like (ieorgeU>wn d< >es. 
I think this is even more important for 
engineering and pre-med students. 
Rice should proactively find programs 
that are ideal for their courses of study. 
I'm sure more of them would study 
abroad if they were guaranteed the 
transfer of their credits and the support 
of their departments. 

I know Rice cannot scout out every 
corner of the globe. However, if Rice 
wants to promote Latin American 
studies, as it says it does, it should at 
least scout out programs in Monter-
rey, Mexico City, Santiago, Sao Paulo 
and Buenos Aires. The same idea ap-
plies to other regions; if Rice thinks it 

Guest column 

is a good idea for students to study in a 
certain area, then it should help make 
particular arrangements for students 
in their chosen region of study. 

In the end, since Rice doesn't evalu-
ate the independent programs that 
offer study abroad, it is difficult for 
students to know what they are getting 
into. I would ask the administration to 
put itself in students' shoes and think 
of ways study abroad can improve the 
overall quality of education. 

In short, I believe Rice's study 
abroad needs to become much more 
proactive. The changes I am sug-
gesting here are not small, but more 
akin to a revamping of the current 
system. Freedom is good, but here is 
a case where too much freedom can 
actually be a bad thing. We all want 
Rice to be the best university it can 
be, and the more honest we are about 
our weaknesses, the sooner we can 
become that much better. 

Steve Dictor is a Martel College senior. 

New college squeeze ruins 
paradigm of Northness 
Perhaps s tudents haven't 
noticed, but over the summer 
President Leebron was apparently 
swapped with a sadistic robot clone, 
since the latest plans for 
Pice's expansion call for 
two new colleges to be 
crammed into the north 
college area, obliterating 
the popular and beloved 
A b e r c r o m b i e f ie ld , 
Abercrombie parking 
lot, North Founder 's 
Field and the tennis/bas-
ketball courts by 2009. 
Not that I am bitter. 

To be fair, I respect 
President Leebron and 
his plans for expanding 
Rice, so I will not mention that 
the plan would make the lacrosse 
fields the nearest fields for North-
erners, more than a quarter of a 
mile away. I also will not talk about 
how demolishing the Abercrom-
bie parking lot will leave the north 
colleges — already strapped for 
parking — with only 37 parking 
spaces. Finally, I will not note that 
being all the way across campus 
from Autry would not be so bad, 
except that the lone basketball and 
tennis courts will be demolished to 
make way for a new servery. 

Zach 
Marshall 

If Leebron and the 

Board of Trustees 

will not consider 

spreading the north 

colleges a little more 

thinly, I ask Rice 

students to hand 

together and do what 

all great Americans 

have done in times of 

strife — complain. 

Most of all, I will not even 
touch the fact that the five north 
colleges will be in such close 
proximity that one lone idiot 
blasting "Black Magic Woman" 
from his room at Jones at 3 a.m. 
will be able to wake up everyone 
in the north colleges. However, 
this is great news for Club 13, 
which will be able to smear every 

window of five colleges without 
even moving. 

The real issue is that build-
ing two new north colleges in 

their present layout 
would be unfa i r to 
the o t h e r co l l eges . 
The triple entente of 
Northness — my own 
dear Martel , Brown 
and , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
J ones — is already way 
too awesome. 

Cons t ruc t ing col-
l e g e s d i rec t ly next 
to Jones and Martel 
will exceed the physi-
cally a l lowable lev-
el of ove rwhe lming 

coolness for one area . It is 
like having John Wayne and 
Clint Eastwood in the same 
Western — it just can't be done. 

T h e n o r t h co l l eges rock 
the south colleges at literally 
everything we do. Capture the 
cone, broomball, flag football, 
you name it — we represent. Wre 
have the newest buildings, the 
best food. Plus, we get to live 
right next to the head honcho 
himself, President David Le-
ebron. Speaking of people with 
big backyards, have you seen the 
size of Leebron's backyard? 

Hey, why don't we put one of 
the new colleges there? It is almost 
as big as the Abercrombie Lot. 
And to make up for parking, we 
could park in Leebron's driveway. 
Or better yet, build the second 
college right on his driveway! 
No, that would be stupid, who 
in their right mind would stack 
two colleges in such a tiny area? 
I mean ... urn ... 

I'm no H e n r y Kiss inger , 
but I think there are slightly 
better places to put the new 
colleges — namely, not on the 
Abercrombie field and parking 
lot and not quite as close to the 
three amigosofthe North. And if 
leebron and the Board ofTrust-
ees will not consider spreading 
the north colleges a little more 
thinly, I ask Rice students to 
band together and do what all 
great Americans have done in 
times of strife — complain. I 
challenge you to join me in my 
quest to passively change the 
administration's mind by foster-
ing an attitude of complaining and 
constant, cynical nagging. 

Zach Marshall is a Martel College 
sophomore. 
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700 students register 
on improved network 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With the help of an improved 
network, all new students registered 
for classes simultaneously during 
Orientation Week for the first time. 
In the iirst 15 minutes of registra-
tion Aug. 25, about 700 students 
logged on to ESTHER without a 
system slowdown, Associate Reg-
istrar for Student Records Ellen 
Everett said. 

However, students had trouble 
registering for LPAP courses, as well 
as freshmen seminars if they have 30 or 
more Advanced Placement credits. 

Registrar David Tenney (Sid 
'87) said registration ran smoothly 
in part because O-Week advisers 
and coordinators helped familiarize 
new students with ESTHER before 
Friday. By logging on earlier in the 
week, new students knew their PIN s 
and could identify any account holds 
before registration. 

"One thing that was dramatically 
different this year...is the fact that 
we had such help from the O-Week 
advisers,"Tenney said. "They helped 
us by encouraging the freshmen to 
log on early in the week." 

Only 17 new students had not 
accessed their ESTHER accounts 
Thursday afternoon, Everett said. 

In addition, the Registrar's Office 
gave college coordinators, O-Week 
coordinators and Peer Academic 
Advisers information about where 
students should go to resolve ac-
count holds. In the past, students 
often went to the Registrar's Office, 
which is usually not the office re-
sponsible for placing holds. 

"[Students] could go right to 
the source of the hold and could 

figure out what the problem was," 
Everett said. 

New students were unable to 
register for LPAP courses early in 
the day. During registration in the 
spring, courses were capped below 
capacity to save spaces for freshmen. 
However, the cross-listed for-credit 
LPAPs were not uncapped by the 
start of registration, preventing reg-
istration in any LPAP Everett said the 
problem was resolved by 10 a.m. 

Students who entered with 30 or 
more AP credits were classified as 
sophomores and denied registration 
for freshman seminars. Tenney said 
from speaking with professors, he 
understands that all freshman who 
could not register for the seminars 
due to credit hours were allowed 
to add those courses with special 
registration forms. 

Starting with Spring2007 registra-
tion, students will qualify for special 
classes, such as freshman seminars, 
based on matriculation year rather 
than number of credit hours, Ten-
ney said. However, students will still 
begin course registration based on 
credit hours, he said. 

Prior to registration, the Regis-
trar's Office load-tested the system 
and determined that it could handle 
such a high traffic volume. Regis-
tration began at 8 a.m. In the past, 
colleges were allotted registration 
times by lottery. 

Hie Registrar's Office also set up a 
hotline to Health Services to resolve 
any Health Services holds on student 
accounts, so students did not have 
to walk to the Wellness Center from 
the Allen Center, Everett said. Health 
Services holds are issued for health 
issues such as lack of insurance or 
immunizations. 
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On the campaign trail 
Jim Henley, a Democrat running for the House of Representatives in Congressional District 7, explains his 
opinions to Will Rice College freshman Joyce Yao at a campaign event for Texas candidates. The event was 
organized by the Rice Vote Coalition and held in the Grand Hall Wednesday evening. 

INFRACTIONS 
From page 1 

implement the change. Many of the 
chief justices said they would like 
to set up a consistent fine structure 
across colleges. 

Lovett College President Anish 
Patel, a senior, said the college lead-
ership has been looking at Lovett's 
Constitution. He said the college 
hopes to have a system in place within 
a few weeks. 

J ones and Will Rice colleges' lead-
ership have begun talking about set-
ting up a system for adjudicating col-
lege infractions, while other colleges 
have not yet begun the process. 

Jones Chief Justice Johnny 

Hanson said he is pleased colleges will 
be able to enforce their sanctions. 

Ostdiek said citations issued by 
Rice University Police Department 
officers will still be referred to Student 
Judicial Programs. He said in practice, 
the number and types of cases sent to 
his office will not change because Class 
11 violations were not being reported 
previously. Ostdiek said similarly, he 
does not think University Court's case 
load will change because most of their 
cases—which are initially referred to 
Student Judicial Programs — come 
from areas other than the colleges. 

However, Ostdiek said he hopes 

giving college leadership the abil-
ity to enforce college rules and the 
Alcohol Policy will reduce RUPD 
involvement. 

"If by doing this, they can prevent 
RUPD from even becoming involved, 
then we've been successful in my 
book," Ostdiek said. 

Ostdiek said he will meet with the 
college masters this week to discuss 
the changes. Creating functional 
college courts and adjudicating infrac-
tions wit bin the colleges will be a work 
in progress this year, Ostdiek said. 

"I've offered to help any of the 
colleges that want help, and I will of-
fer again," Ostdiek said. "But I don't 
want it to be something I come in and 
impose. The colleges have to want to 
do it and have to decide themselves 
how to do it." 

I 

Come Worship with Us! 
West University Baptist Church invites you to worship, the study of 

God 's Word, and fellowship. 

We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday worship services, as well as a 
college-level Sunday school class that is attended by many Rice University and Medical 
School students and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served in the class, 

along with an opportunity to take the Lord's Supper each Sunday morning. 

We are located 2 miles directly west of campus, 6218 Auden between University and 
Rice. Free round-trip shuttle service is provided each Sunday morning leaving at 8:15 
AM and 9:15 AM on the loop in front of Rice's Allen Center. See www.wubc.org for 

more details, or call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 AM 

http://www.wubc.org
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Ostdiek updates Alcohol Policy; 
Party approval process goes online 

by Risa Gordon 
THRKSHKK KDITORIAI. STAFF 

In the annual revisions to the 
Alcohol Policy, Assistant Dean of Stu-
dent Judicial Programs Don Ostdiek 
—after consulting with students and 
staff — centralized party approval 
to his office and altered the Alcohol 
Policy Advisory Committee. 

Ostdiek said college presidents 
and chief justices wanted the public 
party approval process to be less 
bureaucratic. Beginning next week, 
a Web site will allow party planners 
to submit an event plan online. In 
the past, students had to use a paper 
form to obtain approval from the 
assistant dean, the Rice University 
Police Department and the Wellness 
Center. Planners also had to consult 
with the Environmental Health and 
Safety Department. Organizations 
had to get a signature from the Stu-
dent Activities director. 

Now, students will submit the 
online form to Student Judicial 
Programs, and Ostdiek will decide 
whether other approvals are required. 
A master's approval is still required 
for events at a college or sponsored 
by a college. 

On the Web site, party planners 
will provide the names of certified 
alcohol servers, caregivers and hosts, 
as well as a security plan and a descrip-
tion of how alcohol will be purchased. 
The planners must also include how 
IDs will be checked and what types 
of alcohol will be served. 

As in the past, Rice funds — with 
the exception of the per capita funds 
provided to each college annually 
— are not allowed to be used for 
alcohol. In an addition to the Alcohol 
Policy this year, a statement explicitly 
prohibits misrepresenting how funds 
are used. The policy states that the 
assistant dean can require informa-
tion after an event to show plans and 
the policy were followed. The online 
form states that alcohol receipts will 
be required. 

Ostdiek said the more extensive 
form will require college and orga-
nization leadership to plan events 
more carefully. For planning large 
parties, college leadership, the mas-
ters, the chief justice and college 
RUPD officers should be involved, 
Ostdiek said. 

"It was [previously] viewed as a 
bureaucratic exercise instead of a 
way to plan a safe and sensible party," 
Ostdiek said. "Now there 's more 
focus on the college deciding and 
knowing what it's going to do other 
than running the form around. That 's 
a big change." 

Ostdiek said he consulted stu-
dents, Rice Counseling Center Direc-
tor Lindley Doran, RUPD officers 
and Wellness Center staff about the 
general concepts in the changes, but 
did not consult them about the exact 
language of the changes. 

"None of them had input on the 
specific language, but they all had tre-
mendous input on what they wanted 
to have happen," Ostdiek said. 

Hie policy also changes the Al-
cohol Policy Advisory Committee's 
role. In the past, the policy required 

DINNER 
From page 1 

Agrawal said a l though h e likes 
leaving campus on Saturday nights, 
the on-campus meal allow students 
without transportation to find food 
more easily. 

"Not eve ryone has a car, and 
it 's kind of inconvenient some-
t imes when you don ' t know when 
or w h e r e you ' r e go ing to eat ," 
Agrawal said. 

Agrawal also said he thinks an 
on-campus weekend dinnerwill allow 
students to attend on-campus events 
more easily. 

APAC — which was composed of 
three masters, several student leaders 
and staff members—to meet annually 
to review the Alcohol Policy. The cur-
rent policy states that the document 
should be reviewed annually but does 
not specify by whom. The list of people 
who make up APAC has now been 
eliminated, and instead, the Dean of 
Undergraduates has the authority to 
convene APAC to give input on policy 
implementation and revisions. 

Other changes to the Alcohol 
Policy include expanding Ostdiek's 
discretion about the fines that can 
be assessed if colleges try to get 
around public party approvals by 
holding many large private parties. 
The fines were changed from a mini-
mum of $250 to "significant fines." 
Changes also allow Ostdiek to use his 
discretion in assessing required dry 
periods to colleges due to a second 
violation. 

Another change is that Ostdiek will 
consult with Rl IPD to determine the 
number of RUPD officers required 
for an event. The Alcohol Policy used 
to require that RUPD determine 
whether at least two uniformed of-
ficers were required for any party 
expected to exceed 200 attendees. 

Ostdiek said the change resulted 
in part from a discussion with presi-
dents and chief justices about requir-
ing officers at Pub nights. Ostdiek said 
he would assess whether an officer 
needs to be stationed outside Willy's 
Pub during college pub nights rather 
than always requiring an officer to 
be present. 

Ostdiek also added language to 
the Alcohol Policy that points to the 
role students have in enforcing the 
policy. 

"In addition, the Rice community 
supports the concepts of shared re-
sponsibility and shared governance 
with students," the policy states. 
"Therefore students will have an 
important role in the execution and 
enforcement of this Policy. The role 
of college leadership ... is vital for 
this policy to succeed." 

The policy also newly emphasizes 
that Rice does not condone underage 
drinking. 

"The Rice Alcohol Policy does not 
and has not allowed students under 
the legal drinking age to consume 
alcohol ... Thus it is the university's 
policy to prohibit consumption of 
alcohol by those under 21," the policy 
now states. 

Come on in & 
interview for the HOTTEST job in town! 

Saturday, September 9th • Noon - 3pm 
Great Pay! Flexible Hours! 

Tuition assistance, modeling opportunities & nurre! 

Hooters of Humble Hooters of Northwest Freeway 
(28}) 446-9464 (713)659-4668 

Hooters of Seabrook Hooters of Suaar Land 
(281)474-4629 (281)242-9464 

Visit www.hooferstexas.tom for directions 

The Office of the Dean of Undergraduates Presents 

CONVERSATIONS ON THE 
COMMON READING 

Sept. 5: Thomas Haskell, Samuel G. McCann 
Professor of History: A Conversation on 
Objectivity and the University (7:00pm, McMurtry 
Auditorium) 

Sept. 6: Christopher Kelty, Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology: "The Influence of Technology on 
Scientific Theory" (7:00pm, Herzstein Hall 210) 

Sept. 14: Neal Lane, Malcolm Gillis University 
Professor and Professor of Physics and Astronomy: 
"Scientific Theory: The Practitioner's 
Perspective" (7:00pm, McMurtry Auditorium) 

Sept. 13: Thomas Haskell, Samuel G. McCann 
Professor of History: A Conversation on 
Objectivity and the University (7:00pm, McMurtry 
Auditorium) 

* 7 V > take full advantage of this opportunity, please refer to the Common 
Reading at http://rieeoweek, com/undergrad. cfm 

*For more information, contact Matt Taylor (.\4997; ptt(d rice.edu) 

http://www.hooferstexas.tom
http://rieeoweek
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Beer sold outside Rice Stadium 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHER KDtTORIAl. STAFF 

Beginning this season, beer will 
be sold outside Rice Stadium for two 
hours prior to home football games. 
The beer will be available in a tent 
called the Roost adjacent to the West 
Lot stadium gate. 

The concessions contractor for 
Rice athletics events, Hospitality Food 
Services, will manage the tent, Senior 

Associate Athletic Director David 
Sayler said. The revenue will be split 
between the concessions contractor 
and athletics, he said. 

Associate Vice President of Hous-
ing and Dining Mark Ditman said the 
tent will also have a grill similar to the 
one at Reckling Park. Alcohol will not 
be allowed in the stadium or outside 
the tent due to NCAA policy, Sayler 
said. Ditman said the beer will be 
priced similarly to beer sold at other 

Houston sporting events, although it 
may be slightly less expensive. 

He said the sale of alcohol will 
also help the concessions contractor, 
which has difficulty covering conces-
sion expenses at football games. The 
contractor will also provide security for 
the tent, Ditman said. 

In another change students will also 
be able to use Tetra points to purchase 
food at the concession stand closest to 
the student section. 

Love is the most wonderful thing in the world. 
We just want to help keep it that way. 

• Birth control 

• Emergency contraception 

• Tests & treatments for sexually 
transmitted infections 

• Pregnancy tests 

• Well-woman exams 

Planned Parenthood 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

A plan you can love with. 

1.800.230.PLAN 
pphouston.org 

$10 off your 
next office visit! 

(Offer good for office visit only. Not good 
for supplies or with any other discount.) 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Aug 17-Aug 27. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College Aug 17 

Brown College Aug 2 1 

Sid Richardson Aug 27 
College 

Lovett College Aug 27 

Will Rice College Aug 27 

Sid Richardson Aug 27 
College 

Academic Buildings 
Herman Brown Aug 18 

George R. Brown Aug 24 

Other Buildings 
Marion Hicks Kitchen Aug 18 

Cohen House Aug 19 

Parking Lots 
South Stadium Lot Aug 19 

Other Areas 
Travis Street and 
Dryden Road 

Entrance 8 

Entrance 22 

Rice University 

Aug 18 

Aug 24 

Aug 24 

Aug 25 

Bicycle stolen. 

iPod stolen. 

Assault . Subjects referred to 
student judicial services. 

Laptop stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 

Cell phone stolen. 

Bicycle tire stolen. 

Fire in room 310. 

Vacuum cleaner stolen. 

Vehic le hi t t ree and was 
abandoned. 

Rice affi l iated minor arrested 
for driving under the influence 
and remanded to the custody 
of a caregiver. 

Officer observed cab parked on 
lawn. Dr iver ran for s h o r t 
distance but stopped and was 
i ssued a c r im ina l t r e s p a s s 
warning. 

Minor car accident. 

Car window broken. 

Harassment complaint. Subject 
i s s u e d c r i m i n a l t r e s p a s s 
warning. 

You've heard 
about Opus 
Dei. Now what 
does that have 
to do with Rice 
and the Rice 
Community? 
O r d i n a r y peop le t ry ing to live by t he 

spir i t of St. J o s e m a r i a Escr iva , 

the F o u n d e r ot O p u s Dei 

/4 short video presentation followed by 
testimonials and a Q& A session. 
All are welcome. 

Thursday, September 7th. 
8:00pm in the Farnsworth Room 
of the Rice Memorial Center 
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Theater added to 
visual arts major 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Department of Visual 
Arts merged with the theater 
program July 1 to form the De-
partment of Visual and Dramatic 
Arts, giving theater s tudents 
their own major track. 

Students majoring in VDAcan 
take a studio arts or a theater 
track, both of which require 12 
courses. Regardless of their ma-
jor track, VDA majors must take 
six of the same courses, such as 
basic drawing. The two tracks also 
have abbreviated double-major 
requirements. 

Visual and Dramatic Arts 
Department Chair Karin Broker 
said she and Theater Program 
Director Trish Rigdon decided 
to pursue the new department 
in April because of the overlap 
between the programs. She and 
Rigdon presented the idea to Eng-
lish and Visual Arts Department 
faculty, who voted unanimously to 
move the theater program to the 
Visual Arts Department. Theater 
classes had been a part of the 
English Department. 

"We worked really hard to get it 
done, but everybody was so excited 
about it that we didn't have to con-
vince anybody," Broker said. 

Broker said the final pro-
posal for the new department 
was ready in May. 

"In basically two months 
we figured out the curr icu-
lum, wrote everything for the 
catalogue, did the budgets, did 

everything," she said. 
Broker said 44 students are 

currently declared VDA majors, 
and she expects the number to rise 
to 50 or 60 by the end of the year. 
Broker said her goal is to have about 
90 VDA majors. 

Rigdon said the theater major 
will better prepare students to 
pursue theater professionally. 

"Those [students who] are 
interested in moving along and 
going to graduate school will now 
have the ability to take courses for 
their major that allow them to be 
competitive," she said. 

Broker said the Shepherd 
School of Music rejected the origi-
nally proposed name—the Depart-
ment ofVisual and Performing Arts 
— because the faculty felt it would 
misleadingly refer to them. 

Rigdon said she is glad the 
theater program joined the Visual 
Arts Department because she 
thinks the two are more similar 
than many realize. 

"One of the things that I don't 
think students understand about 
theater is that it's visual," she 
said. "We don't just worry about 
emotional content between two 
actors onstage. We [also] worry 
about how two actors look in 
space onstage." 

Rigdon said early interest 
from students has given her 
confidence in the department's 
future success. 

"When the re ' s that much 
positive energy behind [the new 
department], it's got to be the 
right thing to do," she said. 

Four ENGL 103 sections added 
by David Brown 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman and Director of Managerial 
Communication Deborah Barrett 
both suspected the difficulty of this 
year's English Composition Exam 
— available for new students to 
take online this summer — could 
increase the number of failures. But 
neither of them expected a third 
of incorung students to fail, a rate 
twice as high as usual. 

So when grade results become 
apparent two weeks before Orienta-
tion Week, Barrett, who directed the 
exam, and Forman had to scramble 
to find enough instructors and class-
rooms to add four additional sec-
tions of ENGL 103: Argumentation 
and Writing, the course required for 
students who fail the exam. 

7 took a look at a 
few of the essays to 
see what the grading 
standards were, and I 
was very comfortable 
with them.' 

— Robin Forman 
Dean of Undergraduates 

Three Rice graduate students, all 
of whom helped grade the exams, 
and one University of Houston 
professor have been hired to teach 
the additional sections, for a total 
of eight sections this semester. 
With seven sections expected to be 
offered in the spring, all students 
who failed the exam should be able 
to complete the course this year. 

In most recent years, the English 
department offered three sections 
of ENGL 103 in the fall and two in 
the spring. 

This year was the second time 
Rice has offered the writing exam 
online during the summer through 
an MIT-based consortium, rather 
than on campus during O-Week. 
Different from last year, however, 
was an additional, second essay 
and more complex topics. Students 
were able to choose from three 
different weeklong timeframes to 
take the exam: one in June, one 
in July and one in August. About 
a third of students failed, about 55 
percent received a "low pass," and 
about 15 percent received a "pass," 
Forman said. 

When Barrett observed addi-
tional ENGL 103 sections would be 
needed, she notified Forman, who 
got approval from Provost Eugene 
I^evy to hire the instructors, some of 
whom Barrett recommended from 
having worked with them grading 
the exams. 

Forman said he was surprised 
by the number of failures but still 
pleased with the quality of grading. 

"I talked to [Barrett] to be sure 
these exams were graded conscien-
tiously," Forman said. "I took a look 
at a few of the essays to see what the 
grading standards were, and I was 
very comfortable with them." 

English Department Adminis-
trator Marcia Carter said the little 
time available to arrange for the 
extra sections proved difficult for 
the English depar tment . About 
three-quarters of students took the 
exam in July. 

"From an administrative point 
of view, this has been extremely 
taxing, mainly because no one had 
any clues as to what the number 
of sections would be," Carter said. 
"It's just one of those things that 

happens in transit ional period. 
Certainly nobody would pretend 
this was smooth and the way we 
would want it to go." 

'My hope is we 're 
moving towards not 
thinking of writing as 
a remedial process but 
something everyone 
would benefit from 

— Helena Michie 
English department chair 

Carter said in order for the course 
to be set up properly, the number 
of sections should be known by the 
beginning of August. She said since 
there is no textbook for the course, 
instructors should have considerable 
time to prepare. 

Partly for that reason, Barrett 
said she would like to eliminate the 
August testing date for next year 
and add a May test. This would 
also allow students who travel for 
the entire summer to take the exam 
before graduating from high school, 
she said. 

Engl i sh D e p a r t m e n t Cha i r 
Helena Michie said students should 
not consider ENGL 103 to be a 
remedial course. 

"My hope is we ' r e moving 
towards not thinking of writing as 
a remedial process but something 
everyone would benefit from, and 
my hope is that people who *pve 
failed the exam will see it as part 
of a very positive process, as Rice 
taking their writ ing seriously," 
Michie said. 

Leadership Rice 
helps me. . ..bring together future scientists, 

engineers, architects, and thinkers to form something 

stronger than talent—a team. In the Solar Decathlon 

Team, we are working to design and build a solar-

powered home to bridge the gaps not only between 

sustainability and livability, but between vision and 

results as well. Leadership Rice teaches how to focus 
v 

dreams and bring individuals together for a shared 

purpose and passion, and that only by learning how 

to use our strengths and weaknesses to serve a team 

can we become leaders and bring about change. 

Roque Sanchez 
Rice Solar Decathlon 
Civil Engineering & Hispanic Studies 
Wiess '09 * 

Build your capacities for leadership. Start your involvement with Leadership Rice by enrolling in LEAD309: Leadership Theory to Practice, 

offered fall semesters only. For additional information about the Leadership Certificate visit our website at www^ce.edu/leadership. 
oG • 
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One World. One Store. 

Get schooled on saving. 
Save an extra 10% with your Student ID* 

• • 

Framed Art 
imiiniiiiiiir-iiriiitrii 

Studio Day Sofa 
3-iri-l sofa, chaise lounge and bed 
Natural slipcover included. 

^ Assembly required. 

Shag Floor Cushions, 
Pillows & Ottomans 

NEW Colors! 
Selection varies by store. 

World Market® 
Snack Tubs 

t l U ) 
K4ARK 
WHHWJF** n-

Savings 101: 
Get more for your money 
You're free at last but now you're footing your own 
bills. So do your homework before you deck out 
your dorm room. With our additional 10% student 
discount you can afford to make campus life more 
comfortable. From cool furniture and solutions for 
organizing your stuff to sweets and snacks for your 
all-nighters, we've got all your must-haves at prices 
that are right on the money. Savings solved. 

World Market' 
Candy Tubs 

m Ready-Made 
" Meals 

'kt.i) 
M \kk't , 
warn. / 

the world at worldmarket.com 
'Must present valid student ID for discount. Offer good through 10/8/06. N o t valid on alcohol or gift cards. Offers good while supplies last 

Call 1 8 7 7 - W O R L D MARKET (1-877-967-5362) for locations and hours or visit us at vvorldmarket.com 
Associate use Club 2 discount mode. Discount code: 271. Enter code S T U D E N T 0 6 in your shopping cart to redeem online. 
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Passing attack, stack defense to debut against UH 
A trailer in front of Rice Stadi-

um has "Renaissance Rice," 
the athletic department's 
new slogan for football, 

printed on the side. Surrounding 
the title are pictures of big names 
from big eras in Rice football, from 
Jess Neely, Rice's winningest coach, 
to Tommy Kramer (Lovett 77), an 
All-American quarterback who shat-
tered passing records in the 1970s. 
Along the bottom of the mural on 
both sides is the phrase "We Will 
Win" in large, block letters. The 
coaches' and players' attitudes are 
no different: The team ends many of 
their preseason practices by yelling 
"conference champs" in unison. 

Renaissance or not, tomorrow's 
season opener against the Univer-
sity of Houston indeed marks a 
historic day for Rice football. In 
addition to being head coach Todd 
Graham's first game, tomorrow will 
welcome a new playing surface, 
new aluminum bleachers and a new 
jumbotron scoreboard. Rice will 
also debut its radically new spread 
offense and 3-3-5 stack defense, 
with many Owls having learned 
new positions — or at least new 
responsibilities. 

After the game against Houston, 
picked to finish third in the Confer-
ence-USA West by the conference 
coaches poll, Rice will face an 
extremely difficult non-confer-
ence schedule, with games against 
the University of California-Los 
Angeles, the University of Texas 
and Florida State University. 

Originally, tomorrow's season 
opener was scheduled much later 
in the season. However, having a 
home game at Rice Stadium early 
on was important to the coaching 
staff, since the next game in the 
stadium is October 14 against 
UAB. They successfully moved the 
liayou Bucket, which holds more 
uncertainty and anticipation than 
those in years past. College Sports 
Television (CSTV) recognized that 
by choosing the game for national 
broadcast. 

Rice, although picked to finish 
last in the Conference-USA West 
division, unveils its new system, and 
Houston looks to finally capitalize 
on potential it has shown for the 
past two seasons. 

The Houston athletic depart-
ment is hyping quarterback Kevin 
Kolb as a Heisman candidate, and 
UH is eager to start its season 
against an Owl team equally eager to 

disprove its low preseason ranking. 
Both teams enter the season with 
the lofty goal of winning the West 
division and going on to the Dec. 
1 conference championship game 
televised on ESPN. 

The obstacles Rice faces as 
it t r ies to rebound from last 
year's disastrous 1-10 season seem 
insurmountable. However, teams 
more maligned than the Owls have 
overcome similar circumstances. 
The Army team Rice plays in week 
five lost 16 straight games before 
its four game winning streak near 
the end of last season. 

The game in West Point against 
Army will be crucial, as it is the 
lone game between the three 
powerhouses and the beginning 
of conference play. Another game 
fans may find interesting comes 
Nov. 11, when the Owls travel 
to Tulsa to face the Golden Hur-
ricane team that Graham helped 
build into last year's conference 
champion. The season finale is a 
home game against longtime rival 
Southern Methodist University, a 
game that historically has proven 
to be competitive. 

The western division winner of 
Conference-USA looks to repeat 
as champion over the Eastern 
winner, but even the loser of the 
championship game should make 
a bowl, with C-USA having four 
bowl tie-ins. However, with Rice's 
small enrollment and alumni base, 
the team would likely have to win 
the C-USA title game to be invited 
to a bowl game. 

In offensive coordinator Major 
Applewhite's new spread offense, 
sophomore Chase Clement takes 
the reigns as the starting quarter-
back. Former starting quarterback 
junior Joel Armstrong remains 
in the starting lineup at the slot 
receiver position, but he has taken 
some snaps at quarterback through-
out the preseason. 

Armstrong is not the only player 
forced to play a new position. Even 
players listed at the same position 
as last season have had to learn a 
completely new set of techniques 
and responsibilities—like the wide 
receivers, who often serve more 
as blockers in an option offense. 
Expect to see a constant shuffle 
of jerseys at the receiving spots, 
as every receiver has a chance to 
see playing time. Four of the new 
recruits are wide receivers, and no 
redshirts have been declared. 
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TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Several players begin their conditioning In preseason practice workouts in newly renovated Rice Stadium while coach-
es look on. First-year head coach Todd Graham has raised and spent about six million dollars on a new Fleidturf playing 
surface, Jumbotron scoreboard, new bleachers and other general renovations. The season opener is at home tomorro' j 
at 8 p.m, and the game will be broadcast on College Sports Television. 

"All four [freshmen wide re-
ceivers] have a chance to play," 
Applewhite said. 

While many teams redshirt most 
recruits to give them time to learn 
the playbook, all of Rice's players 
are learning a new system at once, 
so that particulrr rationale does not 
necessarily apply. 

UT TICKET INFO 
Student tickets for the Sept. 
16 game against the Univer-
sity of Texas will go on sale 
Sept. 11 at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Rice Ticket Office. The tickets 
will be available until Friday 
Sept. 15 during normal busi-
ness hours, 8:30 a.m-5 p.m. 
Students are encouraged to 
take the light rail to Reliant 
Stadium since transportation 
will not be provided by the 
athletic department. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Starting wide receiver Jarett Dillard prepares to turn upfleld after catching a 
pass In practice. Dillard, who led the Owls with 35 receptions and 524 yards 
last year, will be an Integral part to head coach Todd Graham's spread offense. 

Changing the schemes of the 
offense and the defense may be a 
large task, but the transition has not 
discouraged the team or the coach-
ing staff. Graham said he believes 
the players have the capacity to 
absorb the new system. 

"A big thing in camp is we're 
going to ask these guys to under-
stand a lot schematically," Graham 
said. "Our greatest asset here at 
Rice is we have smart kids with 
great character." 

Although practice is open, the 
team has been understandably 
reluctant to disclose information 
about the new offense and defense, 
hoping to surprise early season op-
ponents. In order to succeed, the 
team must stay healthy, as depth 
is a definite concern. 

"The number one thing for this 
team is that we don't have a lot of 
depth, so we have to stay healthy." 
Graham said. 

Second-team all conference 
running back senior Quentin Smith 
returns for the Owls, as do all-con-
ference freshman team members 
wide receiver Jarrett Dillard and 

offensive lineman Austin Wilkin-
son. Wilkinson also garnered 
honorable mention freshman all-
American honors. 

In the new system, look for Dil-
lard to shine. Coming off a season 
in which he made 35 catches for 524 
yards, Dillard has the coaching staff 
singing praises for his hard work, 
raw ability and growing understand-
ing of defensive coverages. Also, 
look for Smith to take full advantage 
of the wider running lanes the new 
scheme should create. 

The most notable departure on 
either side of the ball is defensive 
end John Syptak, an all-conference 
player and the Owls' leading tackier 
a year ago. Improving upon defense 
is critical, as defensive struggles 
plagued even the best Rice teams 
of recent years. 

"We've got to play championship 
defense," Graham said. "We have to 
be able to stop people and get the 
ball back for our offense." 

Defensive players looking to 
make immediate impact in the new 
stack defense include sophomore 
linebacker Brian Raines, a former 
safety who put on 25 pounds over 
the summer in order to make the 
position switch. True freshman 
Andrew Sendejo will start at the 
spur safety position Saturday night, 
and seniors Chad Price and Andray 

Downs have made a combined 59 
consecutive starts in the defensive 
backfield. 

An entirely new coaching staff 
also means an entirely new phi-
losophy on special teams. With the 
new staff, look for players from the 
starting sets to make contributions 
to the special teams squads. 

"Our best players are going to 
be on our special teams," Phillips 
said. 

Playing the best athletes in spe-
cial teams can give teams a serious 
edge, to which Frank Beamer at 
Virgina Tech and Bob Stoops at 
Oklahoma can attest. Both of these 
successful coaches of BCS contend-
ing programs pride themselves on 
making a difference through the 
special teams and playing their best 
players on the special teams. Look 
for the Owls to do the same. 

"We have good special teams 
type players," Phillips said, "Our 
deep snappers are NFL [skill level] 
guys." 

Senior punter Jared Scruggs has 
consistent ability that makes him a 
potential NFL prospect — his 42.6 
yard per punt career average is the 
highest in Rice history. Junior place 
kicker Luke Juist must improve 
his consistency from past seasons, 
but his leg strength is well above 
average. 

2 0 0 6 F O O T B A L L S C H E D U L E 

Date Team Time 
9 / 2 Houston 8 p.m. 
9 / 9 UCLA 9 p.m. 
9 / 1 6 Texas (Reliant Stadium) 5 p.m. 
9 / 2 3 Florida State TBA 
9 / 3 0 Army TBA 
10 /7 Tulane 1 p.m. 
1 0 / 1 4 Alabama-Birmingham 5 p.m. 
1 0 / 2 1 Central Florida 3 pm. 
1 1 / 4 Texas-El Paso 8 p.m. 
1 1 / 1 1 Tulsa 2 p.m. 
1 1 / 1 8 East Carolina 2 p.m. 
1 1 / 2 5 Southern Methodist 2 p.m. 

Home games in bold. 
All t imes central. 



THE RICE THRESHER FOOTBALL PREVIEW FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 1,2006 

mm 
V $ ' • A ' 

'< "̂V | f 

\ | T **' 

•r W $ v & 1 <: 

» $ $ p 

Owls enter '06 with new passing attack 
Outdated option to be used sparingly in shotgun-based offense 

"Balance" is not a term Owl fans „ A , . . . u„. . win u „ „ „ » * u: u 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Sophomore starting quarterback Chase Clement fine-tunes his form 
during preseason workout drills. Clement takes over as the full-time starter, 
replacing junior Joel Armstrong, who shifts to a slot receiver position in the 
redesigned Rice offense. 

"Balance" is not a term Owl fans 
associate with the option-based 
offense of former head coach Ken 
Hatfield. Last season, Rice ran the 
ball on 74 percent of its offensive 
plays. And although nine starters 
are returning from last year's squad, 
fans will see an offense that looks 
completely different. 

The familiar faces will be in 
unfamiliar positions Sophomore 
Chase Clement will be the clear-cut 
starter at quarterback, and former 
quarterback junior Joel Armstrong 
has moved to slot receiver, as have 
some of the running backs, like 
senior Mike Falco, whose big-play 
ability and lateral quickness have 
impressed coaches in camp. 

Despite the focus on opening 
up the o f fense , new of fens ive 
coordinator Major Applewhite said 
he will run the ball if necessary. 

"Our offense is all about balance, 
and balance to us is not about num-
bers, it's about points." Applewhite 
said. "If we have to throw it 50 
times we'll throw it 50 times. If we 
have to run it 50 times we'll run it 
50 times." 

While Clement made one start in 
2005 and saw considerable playing 
time, tomorrow is his first game as 
a full-time starter. Applewhite said 
Clement impressed him in drills. 

"[Clement] has played extremely 

OFFENSIVE DEPTH CHART 
Position First String Second String 
Wide Receiver Jarret Dillard Dustin Hufsey 
Slot Receiver Joel Armstrong Mike Falco 
Left Tackle Lute Barber Preston Thompson 
Left Guard Robby Heos Jimmy Miller 
Center Austin Wilkinson David Perkins 
Right Guard David Perkins Robby Hamilton 
Right Tackle Rolf Krueger Chance Talbert 
Tight End Will Moss Scott Austin 
Slot Receiver Tommy Henderson Jeremy Goodson 
Wide Receiver Gary Anderson John Welch 
Quarterback Chase Clement John Sheperd 
Tailback Quinton Smith Bio Bilaye-Benibo 
Kickoff Receiver Andray Downs Marcus Knox 
Place Kicker Luke Juist Jared Scruggs 
Holder Jared Scruggs Joel Armstrong 

well," Applewhite said. "He's made 
good decisions with the football. 
I He has) gotten better and better 
at learning how to take care of the 
ball." 

Clement will need to showcase 
that ability in order to score points 
in 2006. 

"Our offense is all 
about balance, and 
balance to us is not 
about numbers, its 
about points." 

— Major Applewhite 
Offensive coordinator 

Big-play ability looks to be a 
s e r i o u s a s s e t in t he s p r e a d 
offense, which runs on a completely 
different set of principles than the 
double-wingback option attack Rice 
ran in the past. The option-based 
attack often utilized three running 
backs and at least one tight end. This 
forced the defense to crowd the line of 
scrimmage to defend the run. When 
eight, nine or ten defenders are in this 
space, the offensive linemen are faced 
with complicated blocking schemes, 
and the field gets congested. 

Conversely, in the spread of-
fense, usually only one running back 
is in the backfield, and a standard 
set includes no tight end. This leaves 
four receivers spread across the 
field, thinning the defense and mak-
ing it easier for offensive linemen to 
decipher their responsibilities. 

"Spread principles are all the 
same," Applewhite said. "You're 
trying to clean looks up for the 
offensive linemen, give them base 
fronts. The more guys we bring into 
the box, the more guys they bring 
into the box and the more looks 
you're getting." 

While the position is not part 
of the base set, the tight end is not 
eliminated from play in the spread 
offense. In fact, Rice has used the 
tight ends heavily in preseason 
workouts. Look for sophomore 

SPREAD OFFENSE 

INSIDE/SLOT RECIEVERS 

Usually match up with 
safties or linebackers. 
Former backs often 
flourish here. 

OFFENSIVE LINE 

Offensive linemen stand 
further apart in a spread to 
open running and passing 
lanes. 

TIGHT END 

In a wide-open spread, TE-
sized players often draw 
favorable matchups.The tight 
end usually replaces a slot 
reciever in the formation. 
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WIDE RECIEVERS 

Often match up one-on-
one with cornerbacks. 

QUARTERBACK 

Standing in the shotgun 
aiiows him a better vantage 
point for the passing game. 

TAILBACK 

In a standing two-point stance 
next to the quarterback, vision 
is greatly improved and blocks 
are easier to read. 

Will Moss to put up big numbers 
this season. 

One characteristic of the spread 
offense is the countless positioning 
and personnel combinations. By 
varying offensive formations, a team 
is able to create mismatches in both 
running and passing situations. 

Today's college game holds the 
spread offense in high esteem, with 
teams drawing influences from 
Texas Tech head coach Mike 
Leach's "Air Raid" scheme and Uni-
versity of Florida head coach Urban 
Meyer's spread, which garnered na-
tional attention when he coached at 
the University of Utah. Applewhite's 
previous two stops were at Syracuse 
and Texas, two schools that run 
some sort of spread. 

Despite the new scheme, do not 
expect the Owls to abandon the 
option completely. With the return-
ing players used to option football, 
the team would be wasting some of 
its strongest assets by eliminating 
this attack. However, the option 
now serves as a change-up rather 
than the base play. Also look for 
the team to occasionally revert to 
under-center formations from its 
base shotgun alignment. 

Running the ball often out of 
the shotgun is popular in college 
football currently, as Texas did 
with quarterback Vince Young and 
running back Jamaal Charles last 
season. While elements of such an 
offense may exist in the Rice offense, 
do not expect Rice to merely be a 
collection of the newest trends in 
college football. 

'"ITiere are a lot of people who do 
the spread offense well — it's just a 
thought process you go through," 
Applewhite said. 

With the popularity of the spread 
offense expanding, many teams find 
themselves running a collection 
of interesting plays rather than 
a cohesive playbook, a situation 
Applewhite said he wants to avoid. 

"There's a fine line between 
cutting edge and bleeding edge," 
he said. 

Applewhite explained that while 
the offensive playbook is expansive, 
it is not overwhelming by Division 1 
standards. Offensive success for any 
team moving to a new system relies 
on an elusive element: Consistency. 
More specifically, offensive consis-
tency relies on two components: 
The play of the offensive line and 
the decision making of the quar-
terback. Both the blocking scheme 
and the quarterback's responsibili-
ties are completely different than 
they have been in years past, and 
it is crucial that the five offensive 
l inemen make a smoo th and 
complete transition. 

"We run a zone-based [blocking! 
scheme. . . . We just try to get them 
out of option blocking, always block-
ing down — it's been a process," 
Applewhite said. "This offensive line 
looks completely different than they 
did in the spring." 

Zone-based blocking, while in 
itself probably the least complicated 
blocking scheme that exists, allows 
a team the most flexibility. Simply 
put, offensive linemen in a zone 
scheme block the first person to 
appear in a space rather than block-
ing an individual person. Senior 
offensive tackle Rolf Krueger said 
the offensive line has handled the 
changes well. 

"I personally feel very comfort-
able with the new system," he said. 
"We have practiced and worked 
very hard to become comfortable 
with it." 
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Blitzing key to new speed-based scheme 
In 2005, opposing teams steam-

rolled the Rice defense for an 
average of 40.5 points and 454.5 
yards per game. This off-season, 
head coach Todd Graham and 
defensive coordinator Paul Ran-
dolph faced the daunting task of 
creating a new defensive front from 
the ground up. 

While many football fans today are 
fairly familiar with the spread offense, 
Rice's new defense, the 3-3-5, which 
the coaching staff simply calls "the 
stack," is fairly new in the college 
football scene. Like any defense, it 
has strengths and weaknesses, but 
Rice coaches are hoping its reliance 
on speed over brawn will make it a 
better lit for the Owls' undersized 
personnel. 

The stack, popularized at West 
Virginia — where Graham was a 
co-defensive coordinator — is a 
revolutionary approach that helps 
defenses keep up with offensive 
adaptations of recent years. The 
formations create a more fluid 
alignment that allows squads to 
outmaneuver the multiple forma-
tion offenses currently popular at 
the collegiate level. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Owls were the only team 
in Conference USA that did 
not have a player average 
more than seven tackles per 
game last season. Defensive 
end John Syptak (Jones '06) 
led Rice in tackles, averaging 
6.5 per contest. 

The stack defense moves the 
team to a three-man line, which 
will require constant defensive 
line rotation. Behind the linemen 
are three l inebackers and five 
defensive backs. More conven-
tional defensive sets have four down 
linemen, three linebackers and four 
defensive backs. The stack allows 
the defense to take advantage of 
difficult blocking angles and the 
ability to blitz from anywhere on 
the field. The linebackers stand 
directly behind the defensive line-
men, which makes it difficult for 
offensive linemen to read and pick 
up blocks. 

While tliis stacked look is the base 
of the defense, the linebackers and 
safeties move around against differ-
ent situations, providing confusion 
for the opposing offenses. 

Defensive coordinator Paul Ran-
dolph said that the stack will allow him 
to vary personnel and positioning, but 
some options are limited. 

"No matter what scheme you're 
running, you're going to get to a four 
man front once the ball is snapped," 
Randolph said. 

What this means is that regard-
less of the number of linebackers 
and safeties, four defensive players 
will usually commit to the line of 
scrimmage for both pass rush and 
run support. The stack defense 
greatly increases the possibilities 
of where players can attack the 
line from, with both linebackers 
and safeties available to become 
the fourth man. With the new 
responsibilities, many players have 
changed positions and techniques, 
but the defense began to gel at the 
close of the summer. 

Several players have had impres-
sive preseason workouts — junior 
George Chukwu and seniors William 
Wood and Dejuan Cooper will see 
extensive playing time at the nose 
guard position. Keeping defensive 

linemen fresh will be a key, especially 
since active defensive linemen are 
required to protect the undersized 
linebackers from offensive linemen. 
However, Randolph said protecting 
the linebacking corps is not the 
defensive line's first responsibility. 

'Every defense has 
to have the threat of 
sending pressure, and we 
have a threat... looming 
at all times.' 

— Paul Randolph 

Defensive coordinator 

"Sometimes the linebackers will 
have to fend for themselves, but we 
want our defensive line to be playmak-
ers too," Randolph explained. 

The defense enters the season 
with not only a new scheme, but 
also a new philosophy to support 
it. Randolph was most recently 
the defensive ends coach at the 
University of Alabama, where his 
staff had one of the most talented 
and productive de fenses in the 
nation. With their high discipline 
level, the Crimson Tide was a blitz-
heavy defensive team, pressuring 
the quarterback and making big 
plays. The Owls hope to employ 
the blitz effectively as well. 

However, while blitzing keeps 
offenses on their heels, it also puts 
a burden on defensive backs and 
linebackers in pass-coverage situ-
ations, usually leaving defensive 
backs in man-coverage against 
receivers. A defense less aggres-
sive in pressuring the quarterback 
allows teams to play more zones, 
which lets them utilize angles and 
posit ioning to defend the pass 
and keep corners and safeties 
from getting beat by speedy, taller 
receivers. 

But the threat of the blitz and the 
ability to mix and mask coverages and 
blitzes is just as effective as actual 
pressure and sending extra rushers. 
Randolph said that to be successful. 

a team must mix up when they blitz 
and when they drop extra defenders 
into pass coverage. 

"Every defense has to have the 
threat of sending pressure, and we 
have a threat of sending pressure 
looming at all times. (Playing] man 
versus zone is situational. Looking at 
our group, we can play both and be 
good at both," he said. 

The threat of the blitz alone forces 
offensive linemen to adjust their 
blocking responsibilities and affects 
the play calling of coaches and the 
pre-snap reads a quarterback makes. 
Being able to mix zone and man 
coverage — and more importantly 
disguise those coverages — is key 
to defensive success. 

If effective, Rice can expect more 
quarterback sacks with defensive 
pressure from players all over the 
field, especially the linebackers and 
defensive ends like senior Courtney 
Gordon, sophomore linebacker Brian 
Raines, and defensive backs sopho-
more Ja'Corey Shepard and senior 
Andray Downs. 

One of the most unique aspects 
of the stack is that the two strong 
safeties, called the bandit safety and 
spur safety, also play an integral part 
in the run game and pass rush. True 
freshman Andrew Sendejo gets the 
starting nod at the spur position, 
opposite veteran senior Chad Price 
at the bandit spot. 

ItfCg. J i i i V 

Sophomore defensive back Ja'Corey Shepherd looks to help improve a sceond-
ary unit that gave up nearly 2 5 0 pass yards per game and notched only fhr ( 

interceptions last season. 

Position First String Second String 
Defensive End Jonathan Cary Victor Brooks 
Nose Guard George Chukwu William Wood 
Defensive End Courtney Gordon Dietrich Davis 
Spur Safety Carl Taylor Justin Abt 
Strong-Side Linebacker Marcus Rucker Jared Gilbert 
Middle Linebacker Vernon James Lance Luedeker 
Weak-Side Linebacker Rolf Krueger Chance Talbert 
Bandit Safety Brian Raines Casey Marchbanks 
Cornerback Ja'Corey Shepherd Lance Byrd 
Free Safety Andray Downs Aubrey White 
Cornerback Brandon King Jon Turner 
Punter Jared Scruggs Luke Juist 
Punt Returner Brandon King Mike Falco 
Deep Snapper Drew Clardy 

i 

3-3-5 "STACK" DEFENSE 

LINEBACKERS 
The positioning directly behind 
the linemen gives the defense its 
"stack" name. Look for blitzes from 
here and the safety spots. 

CORNERBACKS & FREE SAFETY 
Corners cover wide receivers, 
and free safety is "quarterback 
of defense" and makes 
coverage calls. 

© 
X 

BANDIT & SPUR SAFTTES 
Spur lines up on the strong side, bandit 
on the weak side, and both play some-
thing somewhere between strong safety 
and linebacker in a more traditional 
defense. 

© 
® 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 
The stack employs a three man line, with 
the nose gaurd playing directly over or 
slightly offset from the center. 

X 
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Right from the start, you'l l k>« making a 
vatvabte contribution to exciting 
projects Your ideas wil l be taken on 
boatd, yout talent recognized and 
achievements rewarded. 

Wi th tne wind bohind you and open, 
space oht jad, there's no limit to the 
possible directions youi career could 
take And ut Shell, we' l l support you 
all the way. 

So if yoy want to achieve more in your 
career, yet logetfier with Shall. You 
con make your online appl icat ion right 
now - just visit Our career website. 

Our approach is collaborative 
matching our business needs with 
your training needs, our global 
opportunities with your career 
aspirations. We aim to build a 
win-win partnership between you 
and Shall. 

Shell is an Equal Qppoitvmty 
Employer 

Achieving more together 

the Rice Thresher 
Subscribe to the Rice Thresher, 

Rice's student-run weekly 
newspaper since 1916. For $50, you'll 

receive a full year of 
campus news, opinion, humor, 

campus theater reviews and 
Rice Owls sports coverage you 

can't find anywhere else. 

YES. 
I'd like to subscribe to the Rice Thresher, 
Rice's student-run newspaper. 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone #: ( 

State: 

Payment: 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION HATE 

$50 Domestic 
$125 International 

PLEASE MAIL FORM TO 

the Rice Thresher 
Attn: Subscriptions 
P.O. Box 1892, MS 524 
Houston, TX 77251-1892 

ZIP: -

C h e c k (payable to The Rice Thresher) 

Credit Card 

Type of card: Visa MasterCard American Express 

Number: 

Exp. Date: / 

Discover 

Signature: Date: 
Cardholder agrees to perform the obligations set forth in the Cardholder's agreement with the Issuer. 

PAST FOOTBALL RESULTS 
2005 
Date Place Outcome 
Sept. 10 at UCLA (L) 21-63 
Sept. 17 at Texas (L) 10-51 
Oct. 1 at UAB (L) 26-45 
Oct. 8 at E. Carolina (L) 28-41 
Oct. 15 Tulsa (L) 21-41 
Oct. 22 Navy (L) 9-41 
Oct. 29 UTEP (L) 31-38 
Nov. 5 at SMU (L) 7-27 
Nov. 12 Tulane (W) 42-34 
Nov. 19 UCF (L) 28-31 
Nov. 26 at Houston (L) 18 35 

2004 
Date Place Outcome 
Sept. 5 Houston (W) 10-7 
Sept. 18 Hawaii (W) 41-29 
Sept. 25 at Texas (L) 13-35 
Oct. 2 at San Jose St. (L) 63-70 
Oct. 9 SMU (W) 44-10 
Oct. 16 at Nevada (L) 10-35 
Oct. 23 at Navy (L) 13-14 
Oct. 30 at Tulsa (L) 22-39 
Nov. 6 Fresno State (L) 21-52 
Nov. 13 at UTEP (L) 28-35 
Nov. 29 La. Tech (L) 14-51 

2003 
Date Place Outcome 
Aug. 30 at Houston (L) 14-48 
Sept. 13 at Duke (L) 24-27 
Sept. 20 Texas (L) 7-48 
Sept. 27 at Hawaii (L) 21-41 
Oct. 4 San Jose St. (W) 28-24 
Oct. 18 Navy (L) 6-38 
Oct. 25 at Fresno St. (L) 28-31 
Nov. 1 Nevada (W) 52-42 
Nov. 8 Tulsa (L) 42-34 
Nov. 15 at SMU (W) 40-21 
Nov. 22 UTEP (W) 45-14 
Nov. 29 at La. Tech (W) 49-14 

BEST RECORDS SINCE 1966 
2001 8-4 
1996 7-4 
1997 7-4 
1992 6-5 
1993 6-5 
1972 5-5-1 
1970 5-5 

Come to the Rice University 
Law School Fair! 

Come meet and ask questions of representatives 
from prestigious law schools from around the 

country. This year's participants include Stanford, 
Columbia, University of Chicago, University of 

Michigan, University of Pennsylvania, University 
of Virginia, Northwestern, University of Texas-
Austin, University of Houston, Vanderbilt, and 

Washington University in St. Louis. 

Friday, September 8, 2006 
Grand Hall in the RMC. 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Open to all interested students. 
Admission is free. 

Sponsored by 
Student Judicial Programs and Legalese 
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weekly 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
September 9, 2006 

DANCE 

Salsa, tango at 
Salento 

Salento Coffee hosts free 

salsa dancing, complete with 

live music, Saturdays at 

9 p.m. Additionally, the wine, 

tapas and single-origin coffee 

bar has free tango lessons 

and dance-hall style dancing 

Wednesdays at 9 p.m. 

Salento Coffee 

2407 Rice Blvd. 

OUTDOORS 

Everybody comes 
to Bollywood, they 

wanna make it in 
the neighborhood 

As the summer movie season 

comes to a close, celebrate 

it with one last hurrah, Indian 

style — "Bollywood Blast" 

at Miller Outdoor Theater. 

Live performers act out 

Bollywood's best on Sunday 

and dance numbers are 

guaranteed. 

Admission is free. 

Miller Outdoor Theater 

100 Concert Dr. 

wwH.milleroutdoortheatre.com 

Keep Austin 
Weird? No! Keep 

Houston Dirty 

Celebrate Houston's 

amazingly beautiful sprawl 

with a live graffiti 

show tonight. "Keep Houston 

Dirty" features 20 local graffiti 

artists and a local DJ rocking 

it inside the buildings to be 

tagged. Tickets cost $5. 

The G.R.A.B. 

809 Pierce St. 

COURTESY THE SHYS 

The Shys lounge in a bathtub. From left, keyboardist Alex Kweskin, lead guitarist/vocalist Kyle Krone, drummer Mike Walker and bassist Chris Wulff. 

Shys' garage cut Astoria lacks boldness, originality 
by J o s e p h Rodd 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The garage rock revival is old 
news. Five years after the release 
of The Strokes' Is This It, the back 
to basics genre that many believe 
"saved rock n' roll" has its page in 
the history book. 

'astoria' by the shys 

rating • • o f f i v e 

The Shys play Houston 
Sept. 23 at 8 p.m. 

Walter's on Washington 
4215 Washington Ave. 

Garage rock bands no longer have 
to fight for radio airtime, but they do 

have to struggle to stand apart from 
the crowd of copycat groups. 

California's latest contribution 
to the movement is 'Hie Shys, with 
their major label debut Astoria. 
Led by front man Kyle Krone, 'Hie 
Shys' album clearly pays homage 
to more established and popular 
bands. Perhaps "pays homage" is 
a bit generous. 'Die proper phrase 
might be "rips off." 

Krone doesn't sound exactly 
l ike S t r o k e s front man Julian 
Casablancas, and guitarist /bassist 
Chris W'ulff's riffs definitely didn't 
c o m e from The White Stripes'Jack 
WTiite's f ingers, but Astoria fee ls 
like a quilt of little p ieces taken 
directly from other, more original 

artists and st iched together into a 
passable album. 

The Shys' style is 
not only borrowed 
from modern 
GARAGE ROCK, 
but there are also 
nods to The Rolling 
Stones and New 
York Dolls. 

Hie first single off the album is 
titled "Call in the Cavalry." The song 
opens with a standard pulsing bass 

beat that is quickly eclipsed by an 
attempt at a catchy guitar line. 

The track e x p l o d e s into the 
anthem-like chorus and disappears 
just as quickly into another roi 'nd of 
breakdown and verse. As a single it 
sounds tired. It is not surprising that 
"Call in the Cavalry" has not made 
it onto the radio. 

Their "Having it Large" is a little 
less lethargic, but it still sounds too 
familiar. Krone's vocal styling is 
eerily similar to that of the Hives' 
Pelle Almqvist, and the distorted vo-
cals only add to the resemblance. 

Astoria is not without bright 
spots. The Shys' style does not only 
borrow from modern garage rock, 

See SHYS, page 15 

i Clerks II stars go on record, off topic with Thresher 
Clerks II, Kevin Smith's most recent direct ing feat, hit 
theaters July 2 1 to a largely apathet ic box-office 
response. While the bloggers and cult-movie buffs 
of the nat ion were busy preparing for the release of 
cer ta in other, more Samuel L. Jackson-fil led f i lms, the 
Thresher sat down with Clerks II's Brian O'Halloran 

and Jeff Anderson, who reprised their Clerks roles as 
Dante Hicks and Randal Graves, respectively, to talk 
about their careers with and without Kevin Smith, the 
return of the Clerks cult to the public eye and the 
meri ts of cusswords in college newspapers. 

by Evan Mintz 

Thresher: What have you guys been up to be-
tween the two films? 

Brian: I was frozen in carbonite. I was a stage 
and theater actor beforehand and continued 
afterwards, and 1 was in pretty much every 
other Kevin Smith film bes ides Jersey Girl. I've 
been in four other independent f i lms and just 
continued as a working actor. 

Jeff: The past few years has been strictly writing. 
I wrote and directed Now You Know, which the 
Weinstein company is putting out, and just fin-
i shed another script that I hope to just direct. 

Thresher: What is it about? 

Jeff: It's about a guy who's trying to kill himself , 
but he doesn't have the guts to go through with 
it. He m e e t s a girl who needs money, so they 
strike up a deal whereby they'll get married and 
pretend to be married and then she'll kill him 
for the insurance money. But he just doesn't 

want to know when or where it's 
go ing to happen. And obviously 
they can't just get married and 
then [have] her kill him, because 
the insurance company would 
notice, so they have to pretend 
to be married. During that t ime 
he falls in love with her. And 
she's like, "No, this is a bus iness 
arrangement," and she's trying 
to kill him. 

Thresher: I think I k n o w a 
couple marriages like that. So, 

how did you g u y s feel about doing the Clerks 
cartoon series? 

Brian: Best time I ever had in a production, 
although [Clerks / / ) is coming in c lose. ... My 
heart broke, I mean broke, when we found out 
they cancelled it, 'cause I was thinking, wow, this 
could be a Simpsons career — working on this 
until I'm like 80, just doing the stupid voice and 
col lect ing a check. ... The only thing we didn't 
get to do is we wanted to [record) an episode 
entirely in our underwear. 

Jeff: The animated series is like one of those jobs 
you can't believe you get paid for. In one of the 

episodes we had showed up for, they had changed 
the times, so I had to come in and record just my 
lines. I was in and out in like half an hour. 

Brian: People had tried to save it through Car-
toon Network, but at the time Cartoon Network 
was still very young and budget-wise. I mean, 
the episodes of South Park, before the renego-
tiation, were very cheap to make. But for some 
reason our ep isodes cost like a quarter million 
dollars each. So now that people are craving for 
it, it's interesting to s ee if [Cartoon Network is] 
going to pick it up. 

See CLERKS, page 14 

s f 
r , 

COURTESY VIFW *SKEW PRODUCTIONS 

Jeff Anderson, left, and Brian O'Halloran starred in Clerks II this summer as Randal Graves and Dante Hicks. 
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Beerfest less super than Troopers 
by Kim Hartson 
FOR THE THRESHER 

B r o k e n Lizard , t h e c o m e d y 
troupe that amassed a cult following 
with the release of Super Troopers 
and Club Dread, returns with its most 
advertised release to date: Beerfest. 

'beerfest' 

rating • • 1 / 2 of five 

tying at AMC and 
Edwards theaters 

The film follows brothers Todd 
CSuper Troopers' Erik Stolhanske) 
and Jan (Super Troopers' Paul Soter) 
Wolfhouse as they journey to Ger-
many during Oktoberfest to spread 
their grandfather's ashes at the family 

plot. Once there, the two are led to an 
underground drinking games compe-
tition called Beerfest. The brothers 
find themselves in over their heads 
and vow to return the following year 
to defend their family's honor. 

This premise sets up the film to 
offer an interesting and entertaining 
satire of the feel-good sports mov-
ies the Hollywood filming factory 
continues to turn out. Unfortunately, 
the film falls short of this vision and 
ends up being more of a lackadaisical 
tribute to the sports hero film than 
an offbeat comedic parody. 

The film does not take itself 
seriously enough to find purpose 
and makes itself too serious in its 
refusal to digress from the plot's 
parameters to be billed as a Super 

Troopers-esque series of meandering 
inside jokes. Viewers are left with 
a film in which many of the jokes 
are forced and the plot contrived 
— not dissimilar to Super Troopers 
and Club Dread. But unlike Broken 
Lizard's earlier films, where viewers 
laughed too hard to care about plot 
holes, Beerfest forces viewers to sit 
through feeble narrative dribble in 
order to get to every punchline. 

The film does have its moments 
of one-liner and slapstick hilarity that 
make audiences laugh out loud, but 
these moments, while often quote-
worthy, are too few and far between 
to carry the film. Instead, Beerfest 
appears to rely on the viewer 's 
ability to relate to the characters ' 

See BEERFEST. page 15 

Baker Institute Intern Program - Fall 2006 

The James A. Baker 111 Institute for Public Policy is now accepting applications for 
undergraduate student interns for the fall 2006 semester. This is your chance to work directly 
with Institute Fellows and Rice Faculty on exciting areas of research. This semester, we are 
looking for interns interested in the following research programs: Science and Technology 
Policy. Tax Policy, and Asian Policy (fluency in Chinese a plus). These are paid internships 
that require working up to 10 hours/week - the work may involve research, writing, editing, 
and office work including copying, filing, etc. 

Applicants must provide the following: 
> Letter stating areas of interest and why you would like to intern for the Institute 
> Resume 
> Official Sealed Transcript 
> One Letter of Recommendation 

Applications will be considered on a first come, first served basis. 

Completed applications should be addressed to: Baker Institute Intern Program, Attention 
Jason Lyons. Senior Research Coordinator, Baker Institute MS-40. Questions may be sent to 
je 1 v on s («' alu m n i. ri ce.edu. 

FREE PIZZA 
Buy any Large Pizza at regular 
Menu Price and receive a 2nd 
Pizza of equal or lesser Value 

Valid only at Kir b y locat ion. Coupon required. Delivery 
c h a r g e s my apply . 

(713) 432-7272 
Expires 09/15/2006 

Socialites, bookworms 
co-mingle on campus 

You know what I love about 
Rice that is hard to find at most 
high schools and many universi-
ties? Hanging out with friends and 
pleasure reading do not have to be 
mutually exclusive. 

M o r e o f t en than 
not, social butterflies 
and bookworms can 
coexist symbiotically. 
And as someone who 
embraces both these 
insectual personality 
stereotypes, I have to 
appreciate thiscampus' 
acceptance of both the 
social and antisocial in 
group settings. 

For instance, some-
times books simply make better 
m e a l t i m e c o m p a n i o n s t h a n 
people. The written conversations 
good authors start are often more 
intellectually stimulating than 
gossip about Dis-O. And while you 
may not learn who hooked up wi th 
whom last weekend from the lat-
est Thomas Friedman bestseller, 
you will pick up u seful information 
about the world around you. 

You know, the one outside 
Rice's bubble. It may not have 
been cool in high school to be 
the kid sitting alone with a novel 
at the lunch table, but finding a 
bookworm-friendly corner in a 
Rice commons should never be 
a difficult or shameful pursuit. 
And it is rare to be the only one 
reading instead of talking over 
breakfast. Although, let's face it, 
many students are just using that 
time to catch up on homework. 

Personally, I have spent the 
week eschewing Ix>vett College's 
usua l lunch d i s c u s s i o n s for 
Clifford Pickover's Sex, Drugs, 
Einstein and Elves. Pickover, 
who has spent most of his adult 
life publishing science fiction and 
nonfiction, invites his readers to 
read leisurely and stop often to 
look at pictures and wordplay 
lists as he explores the anthro-
pology of hallucinogens, how 
people's native languages affect 
their abilities to understand sci-
ence and hunt small game, how 
Jesus would have done math, and 
whether aliens have smellable 
art. Although I've gotten a little 
grief from my friends for not 

Julia 
Bursten 

joining in the debate on whether 
South or Nor th S e r v e r y h a s 
better food, Rice s tudents gen-
erally understand and respect 
their peers ' desires for literary 

companionship. 
Normal ly , I love 

participating in Lovett 
c o m m o n s conversa-
tions, in l a rge par t 
b e c a u s e they of ten 
m a n a g e to t u r n to 
topics similar to the 
ones in my Pickover 
book. But it is really re-
freshing to have cited, 
published references 
instead of well-aimed 
pro jec t i l e c r o u t o n s 

backing up claims like, "[T]he 
Sapir-Whorf hypothesis suggests 
that the structure of a language 
colors some aspects of percep-
tion a n d t h e way we approach 
reality." And when the occasional 
inquisitive tap on the shoulder 
does interrupt my reading and 
prompt me to explain the passage 
I last read, I am usually just as 
happy talking about the books I 
read as I am reading them. In fact, 
I've started more conversations 
than I've ended by sitting down 
at a table full of people with my 
nose buried in a book. 

The phenomenon goes the 
other way, too. Everyone likes 
s tudy b reaks , and many im-
promptu study breaks result from 
one or two partiers who stumble 
into a roomful of students doing 
homework. The respite is usually 
welcome, and it often results in 
higher productivity once the stud-
iers return to their problem sets 
and papers, if for no better reason 
than that they are more pressed for 
time. When students are caught 
up in pre-midterms cramming, 
it is not uncommon to see study 
groups meeting at Willy's Pub or 
students talking chemistry over a 
keg at a public party. 

So embrace Rice's unusually 
accepting environment, and open 
a book in a roomful of people. At 
least when I'm around, you won't 
be the only one. 

Julia Bursten is a Lovett College 
junior and lifestyles and arts and 
entertainment editor. 

CLERKS 
From page 13 

Thresher: Correct me if I'm wrong, 
but Brian, you made out with Kevin 
Smith's wife for Clerks II. 

Brian: Kevin east his wife as I )ante's 
fiance and there is a long make-out 
scene , which was m a d e longer 
because of the technical camera 
shot that s tar ts that scene ... We 
had like 13 takes, something on the 
rail. So we were making out and 
making out and making out. 

Jeff: Th at was me bumping the 
camera. That was funny. Do it again, 
pucker up! 

Brian: And you ' re a little uncom-
fortable because you're thinking, 
"She 's s t raddl ing me on the swing 
set," whe re you don't want the 
"launch sequence" to s tar t and 
then get even more uncomfor t -
able. But we talked it out and we 
were fine. And Kevin had come 
over to me at s o m e time when he 
was watching what was going on 
and was like, "You know, you've 
made out with my wife longer 
than I've ever made out with my 
wife before my pants reached my 
ankles. Because after two minu tes 
making out with my wife I'm like, 
"Oh you ' re going to fuck me right 
now!" And I'm like, "Really, thanks 
for the details." 

Jeff: Can you say "fuck" on the page? 

Thresher: It's a col lege paper and 
we ' re quot ing you, so yeah, but 
my edi tor may not love me for it. 
How do you feel about playing the 
cha rac te r s that you do? Do you 
think you're s tereotyped by people 
on the street? 

Brian: It's not a negat ive thing. It 
can get a bit daunt ing — like at 
Comic-Con, w h e r e you ' re ge t t ing 
a whole bunch of, "Dante! Dante! 
Hey, Dante ," but for the mos t 
par t it 's a cha rac te r that ' s kind 
of allowed. 

Jeff: It's not an issue for me either. 
I rarely get r ecogn ized on the 
s treet , and when I do it 's usually 
nothing but good th ings . People 
want to talk about the movie or 
tell me about their favorite line. 
It's nice. It's always been a good 
thing, never had a bad exper ience 
with it. Except for when I'm dat ing 
a chick and she realizes I'm Randal 
and then r u n s like hell. But o the r 
than that its been nice, and tha t ' s 
sor t of why I didn't want to do 
Clerks II and make a really bad 
sequel , so all the sudden instead 
of ge t t ing nice compl iments now 
you ' r e get t ing , "Man you g u y s 
fucked that up." And that ' s why 
I didn' t just jump on board and 
want to open myself to chang ing 
the dynamic 1 had. 
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)URTESY WARNER BROTHERS PICTURE? 

The American beer pong team celebrates a hit against Germany in Beerfest. 

BEERFEST 
From page 14 

antics. Audiences are expected to 
find themselves reminiscing mid-
film about drinking game victories 
and the trouble "beer goggles" have 
gotten them into — perhaps this is 
why the plot is so thin. 

For some viewers, this sense 
of camaraderie and nostalgia does 
carry the film, but for most, even 
the memories of their own triumphs 
in Beirut will not suffice to make the 
$7.50 theater ticket worthwhile. 

The film ends with a plug for 
Broken Lizard's next film, Potfest. 

SHYS 
From page 13 

but there are also nods to The Roll-
ing Stones and New York I )olls. I~he 
work of keyboard man Alex Kweskin 
is consistent and solid, especially on 
"The Resistance." After an extended 
opening, Kweskin paints each verse 
with a descending syth line, truly 
making the song. 

The Shys' album 
CLEARLY pays 
homage to more 
established and 
popular bands. 
Perhaps"pays 
homage" is a bit 
GENEROUS. 
The proper 
phrase might be 
"rips off." 

"Never Gonna Die," the first 
track off Astoria, is also enjoyable. 
Like "Call in the Cavalry," it is a 
high-powered pop-rock arrange-
ment with a peppy chorus. With 
better drumming the song might 
even be danceable. 

lu fact, the d rums could use 
some major improvement through-
out the album. Drummer Michael 
Walker certainly is a driving force 
behind the group 's sonic energy, 
but his ideas lack originali ty. 
Sharpening tlit* d rum sound dur-
ing the mixing p roces s might 
have allowed Walker to emerge 
as a musician rather than simply 
a muffled timekeeper. 

Personally, I expect a good 
final track from every good album. 
Unfor tuna te ly , the Shys c lose 
Astoria with the anemic "Open 
Up T h e Sky." 

The song sounds just like any of 
the o ther t racks off of the album, 
only slowed down and dragged 
out. The band also chose to throw 
in a barely intelligible spoken 
word section that does nothing 
for the track. 

Those who really like garage 
rock should not be scared away 
from the album or from the Shys' 
upcoming Houston show. After all, 
Astoria is not a bad CD — simply an 
unmemorable one. 

Its an empty promise endorsed 
by Willie Nelson, along the lines 
of Mel Brooks ' History of the 
World, Part II. Unfortunately, this 
unproduced film sounds much 
more interesting than the one it 
preceded. For longtime fans of 
Super Troopers' quick (if idiosyn-
cratic) wit, Beerfest's slow start, 
slower pace and incomplete end-
ing raises quest ions as to whether 
Snakes on a Plane may have been 
a better investment of time, money 
and popcorn. 

A 'v -V . -

GRANDE 

B I G B I M I T O S . O Ckipctb 
K I R B Y & N O T T I N G H A M 

FALL SHUTTLE SCHEDULE 
The Rice University Shuttle System operates as follows: 

INNER LOOP ROUTE 
Monday thru Friday - 6:00 am to 10:45 pm every 5 minutes 

GREENBRIAR ROUTE 
Monday thru Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm every 5 to 8 minutes 

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER 
Monday thru Friday 8.00 am to 5:00 pm every 30 minutes except 1:00 pm to 1:30pm 

From the west stadium stops and the bus stops on Collegeway in the Inner Loop 

RICE VILLAGE 
Friday and Saturday 5:30 pm to 12:30 am every 15 minutes from the bus stops in the 
Inner Loop. Stops in the Rice Village, are located at University at Kelvin and Kelvin at 

Rice Boulevard near Kinkos 

UNDERGRADUATE SHOPPING SHUTTLE 
Saturday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm every 30 minutes from the bus stops in the Inner Loop 

GRADUATE APARTMENTS ROUTE 
Monday thru Friday 7:30 am to 10:30 pm every 15 minutes from the Graduate 

Apartments 

G R A DU ATE A PA RTM E M S 
SHOPPING SHUTTLE 

Saturday 10:00 am to 1:30 pm every 30 minutes from the Graduate Apartments 

NIGHT ESCORT SERVICE 
Sunday thru Thursday 10:00 pm to 6:00 am call the dispatcher at ext.6000 or 3333 

On Friday and Saturday evening, call the dispatcher at ext. 6000 or 3333 

For additional information, call ext. 5223 or 5996 or visit our website at 
http://www.parktrans.rice.cdu. 

T H A N K Y O U FOR USING THE RICE S H U T T L E SYSTEM. 

M 

http://www.parktrans.rice.cdu
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~~ THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Owl fans must show 
patience with football 

Head coach Todd Graham has given Rice something 
other major college football programs take for granted: 
an electric atmosphere surrounding the football team. 

I cannot recall a moment 
during my two-plus years at 
Rice when so many people 
were excited about the football 
team. One could dismiss this 
attention as mere curiosity, a 
passing fancy for a brand new, 
high-energy coach. 

I do not think this is the 
case . G r a h a m ' s o f f - season 
s a l e s p i t ch h a s e v e r y o n e 
believing that Rice football 
is on the verge of what h e 
is calling a renaissance . He 
t a l k s a b o u t c h a n g i n g t h e 
att i tude people have towards football at Rice with such 
conviction that anyone l istening h a s little choice but 
to get beh ind the Owls. 

But the hype also creates high expectations. If the 
coach says the fans won't support a team with a 6-6 record, 
then should those same fans have every right to expect a 
team that finishes with a record better than 6-6? 

That pressure to perform is one of the reasons opening 
the season against the University of Houston tomorrow 
night at Rice Stadium is such a big deal. The Owls' 2005 
season was doomed so quickly because they started off 
with two games in which they could not possibly compete: 
road contests against the University of California-Los An-
geles and the University of Texas. Rice lost those games 
by a combined score of 114-31. Watching the Owls suffer 
through such embarrassing losses did nothing to endear 
them to the dwindling fan base. 

This year 's non-conference schedule looks even more 
brutal, with games against UCLA, Texas and Florida 
State University, three perennial national-championship 
contenders who last year had a combined 31-7 record. 
Even the most devoted Rice optimist cannot like the odds 
against the first three non-conference opponents. 

The team may be more competitive than last year, 
but most likely those three games are going to leave a 
sour taste in the mouths of Owl fans. In the near future, 
the athletic department will, as Graham recently told 
the Houston Chronicle, "stop prostituting the program 
to pay the bills" ("Rice coach Graham restoring players' 
confidence," Aug. 27). For now, though, the best way to 
minimize the potential damage is to schedule a winnable 
game first and promote the living daylights out of it. That 
is exactly what transpired over the off-season. 

I have no problems with the heavy promotion of 
tomorrow's game. In fact, I think Rice should open every 
season against UH, our only serious rival, and that both 
schools should hype the game extensively just to generate 
excitement before the season. Unfortunately, most hype 
for this game has come primarily from the Owl camp, 
creating the impression that we're pinning all of our hopes 
on winning this game. In a sense, we are. Everyone knows 
there is pressure on the athletic department to increase 
revenue in the near future. In this part of the country, 
the best way to do that is through a successful football 
team. A coach with enough enthusiasm and determina-
tion can raise a lot of money by himself — and Graham 
has certainly done that since he took the head coaching 
job — but the one thing that makes fundraising efforts 
easier, I'm sure, is consistent success on the field. 

I hope that the fans do not lose interest if the sea-
son begins in less-than-stellar fashion. Graham has 
this team headed in the right direction, but rarely in 
college football do we see the rebuilding p rocess bear 
immediate fruits . New coaches usually need a couple 
years to put the right players in place to fit their new 
schemes . Personnel-wise, this is pretty much the 
same team that finished 1-10, with 9 offensive s ta r te rs 
and 6 defensive s ta r te rs re turning. Objectively, one 
cannot expect a sudden t ransformation into a 10-win 
powerhouse . It would not be surpris ing to see the Owls 
b e c o m e regular con tenders for the Conference USA 
championsh ip in a few years — but not this season. 

Given the fickle nature of the non-diehard Rice fans, 
taking slow steps toward progress might not be good 
enough. I expect tomorrow's game will be packed with 
Rice fans eagerly awaiting the debut of the new staff, but 
what about when the ()wls come back to Rice Stadium to 
face UAB October 14? Will the fans be there then even 
if the team hasn't won a game? I hope the answer to that 
question is yes. 

Stephen Whitfield is a Sid Richardson College sophomore 
and co-sports editor. 

Owls rally for 3-2 win in home opener 
by Matt McCabe 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Winning on the road was a rarity for 
the soccer team in 2005, but Rice wasted 
no time in trying to buck that trend with 
an opening 1-0 shutout at Texas Christian 
University (0-2) August 25. However, 
the most gratifying game of the week 
was the Owls' comeback 3-2 win over 
Mississippi State University (0-2) with 
only 10 players August 27. 

"We went down a goal, our starting 
goalkeeper was knocked out, and then 
we had a kid ejected from the game," 
head coach Chris Huston said. "All of a 
sudden we're sitting in a position where 
we're down 1-0 playing a man short. Then, 
coming back from a 2-0 hole just shows 
that they have a lot of character." 

Undefeated Rice (2-0) will begin a 
two-game road trip in West Point, NY 
against Army and will continue Monday 
in Philadelphia, Penn. against the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. With two wins 
on the road, the Owls would match their 
road win total from a year ago. 

"This is definitely going to be this 
group 's first real road trip," Huston 
said. "It's going to be a good test for our 
girls to see how well they can handle 
the travel." 

Penn is coming off of an 8-6-3 season 
and returning all but one player from its 
2005 team. Army is a team anchored in 
the Rice record books. The Black Nights 
were the Owls' first ever opponent at the 
Rice Track/Soccer Stadium Aug. 31, 
2001, and Rice won 3-2. The Owls also 
won another match against Army but 
will face a host of returning players from 
Army's 2005 team, which went 12-6-1. 

Freshman defender Kellen Schugart 
said the road trip will help the team bond. 

"If our chemistry continues to grow as 
it has and we can put it back out on the 
field and win those games on the road, 
we're going to be way ahead of where 
we were last year." 

Rice's home opener provided ample 
d r a m a for t h e 543 in a t t e n d a n c e . 
Adversity struck early and often for the 
Owls, who lost just one match at home 
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TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Sophomore midfielder Ashley Lucas passes during an exhibition game against North-
western State Aug 18. Playing a man down, Rice came back from a 2-1 deficit in the 
second half to beat Mississippi State 3-2 in its home opener. 

in 2005. Mississippi State scored first 
with a goal in the 37th minute, the lone 
goal in the first half. After the goal, Rice 
had to replace senior goalkeeper Amy 
McClintock, who collided with a Mis-
sissippi State player on the play. After 
sophomore forward/midfielder I^auren 
Stanley was given a red card in the 41st 
minute, Rice had to play a man down for 
the remainder of the match. 

Senior goalkeeper Kristina Hoban, 
formerly the setter for Rice's volleyball 
team, was thrown into her first Division I 
soccer game to keep the Bulldogs' shots 
in check. However, a header by Treena 
Ferguson in the 50th minute put Missis-
sippi State up 2-0. 

"It was really nerve-wracking," Hoban 
said. "It's always intense in volleyball, but 
you can't lose the game for your team with 
one play like you can in soccer." 

'Hie Owls swung the momentum 

quickly when junior midfielder Samantha 
Conn scored off a pass from sophomore 
midfielder Ashley Lucas in the 54th 
minute. Fewer than ten minutes passed 
before Rice scored again to tie the score 
at 2-2. Junior midfielder Traci Eraser 
headed a pass from freshman midfielder 
Shelley Wong into the back of the net in 
the 63rd minute. 

In the 78th minute, the Owls captured 
the lead with a line-drive shot from over 20 
yards out by sophomore forward Caitlin 
Robbins, her first goal of the season. 
Robbins scored 14 times in 2005, a single-
season goal-scoring record for Rice. 

The last 12 minutes of the match were 
scoreless, giving the Owls their second 
win of the season. Huston said she was 
very pleased with the performances of 
the freshmen players. 

"I think Katelyn Ostendorf, Kellen 
See SOCCER, page 18 

Volleyball opens season losing two of three at LSU 
by Dylan Farmer 

THRFSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In an inauspicious start to their sea-
son, the volleyball team opened play last 
weekend with only one win out of three-
matches at the D)usiana State University 
Tiger Classic held in Baton Rouge, La. After 
falling to LSU in four sets Friday evening, 
Rice took one of two matches Saturday. 
The Owls lost to No. 2. Penn State early in 
the afternoon but rebounded and swept 
NichollsState behind strong performances 
from veteran senior middle blocker Tessa 
Kuykendall and sophomore outside hitter 
Karyn Morgan. 

This weekend, the team hos t s the 
Rice Invitational, the only home tourna-
ment of the year. As in last weekend ' s 
tournament , the Owls will test their 
endurance with th ree matches in two 
days, opening with DePaul University 
today and finishing with the University 
of Texas - San Antonio and Illinois 
State on Saturday. 

Head coach Genny Volpe said she 
expects the toughest competition to 

come from Illinois State and UTSA—who 
played in the Southland Conference's 
championship match last year. 

"UTSA is tough every year." she 
said. "They're a very strong team with 
a very good defense ... Illinois State is 
very competitive, and they've got a great 
coach, so I expect a lot of big things from 
them, as well." 

Both UTSA and Illinois State are com-
ing offwinning weekends—UTSA swept 
SMU in three sets, and Illinois State took 
four to defeat Northern Illinois. 

In last weekend's final match against 
Nicholls State, the ()wls relied on clutch 
serv ing from Kuykendall down the 
stretch, which fueled a KM) run. Strong 
finishes from Morgan clinched the win, 
and she ended with a team-best 12 kills. 
In addition to an efficient defense, which 
accumulated seven team blocks to Nich-
olls State's two, Rice's offense stepped up 
with a .304 team hitting percentage to 
Nicholls State's .071. 

In their three-set loss to Penn State, 
however, the ()wls started sluggishly, tally-
ing only four kills and six points in the first 

set. Although they improved throughout the 
match — even hiking a 19-18 lead at one 
point in the third set — the team finished 
with an abysmal.()63 hitting percentage, far 
lower than the Nittany Lions' .374. 

Volpe said the Owls will have to 
improve in several areas if they want to 
compete with tougher opponents. 

"Our hitting efficiency has to improve 
if we want to win matches," she said. "We 
made a lot of unforced hitting errors, and 
we really need to focus on a tougher serve 
and run a quicker attack than we did. 
We also need to make better and more 
disciplined defensive moves." 

Once again, Morgan led the squad 
with 11 kills, and junior setter Rachel 
Lopez added 28 assists. 

On Friday, the Owls rebounded from 
a bad two-set start against LSU to eke 
out a victory in the third set, using fresh-
men OH Jennifer McClean, OH Jessie 
Boulavsky and MB Natalie Bogan off the 
bench. Lopez won the set with one of her 
three kills of the match, but Rice couldn't 
hold the momentum, and dropped the 
fourth set by six points. 

Friday 9 / 1 

Saturday 9 / 2 

Wednesday 9 / 6 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN S P O R T S 
7 p.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
6 p.m. 
8 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

Volleyball vs. DePaul (Autry Court) 
First game of the Holiday Inn Select/Rice Invitational 

Volleyball vs. UTSA (Autry Court) 
Volleyball vs. Illinois St. (Autry Court) 
Football vs. UH (Rice Stadium) 

Volleyball vs. TSU (Autry Court) 
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Volleyball aims for C-USA crown 
by Dylan Farmer 

THKKSHEK KMTORIAl. STMT 

One year after finishing confer-
ence play with a disappointing live-
set loss to Tulane University in the 
opening round of the Conference 
USA tournament, the volleyball team 
looks to rebound this season with 
live returning starters and a talented 
freshman class. 

However, the Owls have to 
compensate for the departure of 
senior hitter Olaya Pazo and setter 
Kristina Hoban, who exhausted her 
volleyball eligibility last year but now 
plays goalie for the soccer team. 

The Owls opened their non-
conference schedule with matches 
against No. 2 Penn State, Louisiana 
State University and Nicholls State 
at last week's Tiger Classic at 
Baton Rouge, La., and they continue 
this weekend with the Rice Invita-
tional at Autry Court. Similar to last 
season. Rice faces a number of 
notable Division 1 teams before 
conference play begins, including 
18th-ranked Arizona, the University 
of Michigan — which defeated the 
()wls two years ago in the first round 
of the NCAA tournament — and 
the University of Texas at San 
Antonio, which lost in the title 
match of last year's Southland 
Conference Tournament. 

"I think playing teams that aren't 
very competitive won't help us at 
all, so the idea is for us to see re-
ally strong competition early | in the 
season]," head coach (jenny Volpe 
said. "That way, we can gauge where 
we need to make improvements and 
see where we stack up against some 
of the best teams around." 

Even when the Owls begin 
conference play, however — they 
face Univers i ty of A l a b a m a -
Birmingham in Birmingham Sept. 
22 — winning will be a daunting task. 
In the C-USA coaches' poll, Rice 
was fifth out of 12 teams, picked to 
finish behind Southern Methodist, 
Tulsa, the University of Houston 
and C-USA defending champion 
Marshall, which rode a 12-match 
winning streak en route to a 15-1 
conference record in 2005. The ()wls 
finished 17-12 overall last year, and 
8-7 in C-USA. 

Despite the rankings, Volpe 
said she expects Rice to be at the 
top of the C-USA standings by the 
season's end. 

"There's no team out there that 
can just dominate C-USA—any given 
team can win on any night," she said. 
"1 think right now that's probably a 
true ranking, but to be honest I know 
we're going to finish higher." 

To do that, the team will look 
to veteran leadership from its lone 

senior, team captain and middle 
blocker Tessa Kuykendall, along 
with returning juniors Rachel Lopez 
and Yvette Kirk, the libero. Kuyken-
dall, who finished the 2005 season 
with 364 kills and 137 blocks, was 
named to the 2005 C-USA Preseason 
All-Conference team in early August. 
She was a third-team all-conference 
choice last season. 

"She's great at the net and a big 
part of the offense," Volpe said. "She 
doubled her kills last year, and we're 
looking to keep her very actively 
involved this season." 

Co-captain Lopez, who shared 
time as a right-side hitter last 
season, moves thisyear into the setter 
position, where she had been a 
backup to three-year starter Hoban. 
Even though Hoban finished her 
career ranked second on Rice's 
all-time assists list, Volpe said Ixipez 
should fill the void easily. 

"I think Rachel is going to have 
a great year," Volpe said. "She just 
needs some really good matches to 
get some experience. She's really 
athletic, not afraid to run quick 
sets, and I'm only looking for her 
to improve." 

Kirk, who has started every 
game as the Owls' libero since she 
arrived, has become critical to the 
team's defense. She led the team 
in digs in both her freshman and 
sophomore seasons, finishing last 
year with 371. 

Sophomore Karyn Morgan, who 
started every match last year at 
outside hitter, will be a crucial part 
of the offense in the wake of Pazo's 
departure. She finished the season 

THIS WEEKEND 
Volleyball hosts Rice 
Invitational 

Where: Autry Court 

When: Friday at 7 p.m.. 

Saturday at 12 p.m.. 6 p.m. 

2 0 0 6 V O L L E Y B A L L S C H E D U L E 

The volleyball team's 16-match Conference USA schedule is evenly 
divided, with 8 matches at home and 8 on the road. The Owls had an 
8-7 C-USA schedule last season. Their regular-season schedule: 

Date Opponent 9 / 2 9 Tulane (C-USA) 
9 / 1 DePaul 1 0 / 1 UTEP (C-USA) 
9 / 2 UTSA 1 0 / 4 Houston (C-USA) 
9 / 2 Illinois State 1 0 / 6 UCF (C-USA) 
9 / 6 McNeese State 1 0 / 8 South Miss (C-USA) 
9 / 8 Montana State 10 /13 UTEP (C-USA) 
9 / 9 Bradley 10 /15 Tulane (C-USA) 
9 / 9 Arizona 10 /20 E. Carolina (C-USA) 
9 / 1 5 New Hampshire 10 /22 Marshall (C-USA) 
9 / 1 6 IPFW 1 0 / 2 7 SMU (C-USA) 
9 / 1 6 Michigan 1 0 / 2 8 Tulsa (C-USA) 
9 / 2 2 UAB (C-USA) 11 /2 Houston (C-USA) 
9/24 Memphis (C-USA) 11 /10 Tulsa (C-USA) 
9 / 2 7 Lamar 11 /12 SMU (C-USA) 

Home games denoted in 
bold 

McClean and Jessie Boulavsky, and 
middle blocker Natalie Bogan all 
saw playing time during last week's 
tournament, and middle blocker 
Ix*ah Duncan and setter Channing 
Grigsby round out the class. 

Kuykendall said the freshmen 
should have an immediate impact 
on the team. 

"It's exciting to have a new, fresh 
team with a lot of strong freshmen 
coming in," she said. 'They've got 
a lot of talent and we've got a lot of 
chemistry, so I think that after only the 
first couple of preseason tournaments 
we're really going to pull it together 
and have a great season." 

The team stayed sharp with pre-
season workouts starting in early 
August, so all the new and returning 
players have had time to develop 
into a cohesive unit. Volpe said she 
expects her players to show experi-
ence, despite the comparative youth 
this team displays. 

"It may take us a bit to execute the 
game plan that we want to run, but it's 
not a concern, just a growth process," 
she said. "We're going to have a lot 
of depth, which is something that 
we haven't had in the last few years. 
We're hoping to take some strides 
early on and come up with some good 
wins, and I honestly think that we'll 
finish higher than last year. We may 
not have the experience that other 
teams have, but young teams can still 
be extremely successful." 

Arm /fitzurio m x i o 

Sh 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Sophomore outside hitter Karyn Morgan goes for a kill shot in last year's 
Oct. 28 win over UTEP. Morgan joins senior middle blocker Tessa Kuykendall ' 
and junior setter Rachel Lopez in the front row this season. The Owls host the 
Rice Invitational this weekend, facing DePaul University tonight at 7 p.m. 

third on the team with 348 kills. 
She will be joined by fellow sopho-
more Jessica Holderness, who is 
returning to her natural position after-
spending time at middle position last 
season. She will be unavailable for 
play for at least a few weeks because 
of a quad injury. Junior Kristina 
Denneman is still recovering from 
last season's foot surgery, but she is 
also expected to provide support at 
the outside hitting position. 

J oining the team this year are 1 ive 
true freshman and redshirt fresh-
man middle blocker Ekaette Ibok, 
who missed all of last season with a 
torn ACL. Outside hitters Jennifer 

Welcome Back! 
Volunteer for SAC! 

CatnPuS Tours! 

inh SchoolVisits! 

Hi# 

Online 
Chats' 

Want to have an impact on the future of Rice? 
Help recruit the Rice Class of 2011! 

Volunteer for the Student Admission Council! 
Come to the Activities Fair or sign up online. 

Go to http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~ricesac/ to sign up! 

Questions? Email: ricesac@rice.edu 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~ricesac/
mailto:ricesac@rice.edu
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1 30 30 30 
6 17 27 

Penn State 
RiceH BY THE 

aug. 25-27 

1 

MISS- STATE 
Conn 54' 

Fraser 63' 
Robbins 78 

Final Stats 
Rice 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Buttrey 37' 
Ferguson 50' 

Aug. 27,2006 — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

Mississippi State (0-2): Holland; Moore, Frazier, But 
trey; Fancher, Harden, Shelledy, Hood; Ferguson, Tyler 
Graben; Substitutes- Parker, Ayers, Ondra, Goblirsch 
Stein, Harrison, Turpin. 

5 Rice (20): McClintock; Coralli, Schugart, Barber, B. 
Martin; Serrano, Petric, Lucas; Scott, Robbins, C 
Martin; Substitutes: Hoban. Crain, Conn, Fadool 
Stanley, Ostendorf, Wong. Fraser, Ferguson. 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
PSU — Hodge 11, Salyer 10, Fawcett 10 
Rice — Morgan 11 
Assists 
PSU — Glass 29 
Rice — Lopez 28 
Digs 
PSU — Price 12. Holehouse 10 
Rice — Kirk 12 

«S VOLLEYBALL Assists; Miss. State; Stein, Frazier; Rice: Lucas 
Wong. 
Cautions: none 
Ejections: Stanley 41' 

MSU RU 
5 14 RICE 0 LOUISIANA STATE 3 

Aug. 25, 2006 — Pete Maravich Center 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 543 

Martin 26 

Aug. 25, 2006 — Garvery Rosenthal Stadium 
Fort Worth. Texas 

RICE 3 NICHOLLS STATE 0 
Aug. 26, 2006 — Pete Maravich Center 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Rice 30 30 30 
Nicholls State 20 23 23 

Final Stats 
NSU 
Kills 4 0 

Errors *2 
Attempts 9 2 

Attack Percentage 304 
Assists 38 
Service Aces 9 
Digs 35 
Blocks 7.0 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Morgan 12 
NSU — Porter 16 
Assists 
Rice — Lopez 33 
NSU — Whitehead 20 
Digs 
Rice — Kirk 13 
NSU — Ford 15 

PENN STATE 3 RICE Q 
Aug. 26, 2006 — Pete Maravich Center 
Baton Rouge. La. 

23 30 24 
30 28 30 

Rice LSU 
41 61 
29 27 
144 160 
.083 .213 
38 58 
4 11 
60 67 
3.0 11.0 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 
Individual Stats 
Kills 

Rice — Kuykendall 10 
LSU — Washington 16. Skender 14, DeGirolamo 
13, Clark 11 
Assists 
Rice — Lopez 32 
LSU — Romero 49 
Digs 
Rice — Kirk 13, Morgan 12. Lopez 12 
LSU — Mikulik 20, Romero 12, Skender 11, 
Washington 11 

Rice (1-0): McClintock; Coralli, Schugart, Barber, 
B. Martin; Conn, Fadool, Lucas; Scott, Robbins, 
C. Martin; Substitutes: Serrano. Petric, Stanley, 
Ostendorf, Wong, Ross, Fraser, Ferguson. 

Texas Christian (0-1): Buchanan; Kaldheim, Starns, 
Schneider, Johnson; Hill, Pope, Batten, Nguyen; 
Karoly. White; Substitutes: Faerber, Glass. Parkinson, 
Paulson, Vross. 

Assists: Rice: Petric. 
Cautions: C. Martin 89'. 
Ejections: none. 

FREE SUB!!! ft/Hipfe. 
Buy one 6" sub and get one FREE 
(of equal or lesser value - limit one) 

2260 Holcombe @ Almeda - 5 min from campus 
(713) 795-0404, M-F 8 - 8 , Weekends 9 - 5 
FREE delivery with $10 min purchase 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 1,216 

RU 
14 

8 
9 
6 

18 
2 

TCU 
15 
10 

3 
4 
9 
0 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
HWKA! 
The birth of a powderpuff dynasty 
The Irish are so much better than Ohio State 
It's 4:38 a.m. - do you know where you'd rather 
be? I know I do... 
War Owls! 
Yay for more space 
Stephen using the phrase "happy dappy stats" 
The rec center has a job for you 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Freshman forward Erin Scott dribbles around defenders in Rice's 2-1 
preseason win over Northwestern State Aug. 18. The Owls, who take on 
Army tonight at 6 p.m. in West Point, NY, had an 11-1-1 record last year 
at home, including three wins in the 2005 C-USA tournament. 

SOCCER 
From page 16 

Schugart and Shelley Wong have 
come in and worked hard right off 
the bat," Huston said. 'TTiey came 
in very well prepared and fit. That 's 
the reason you're seeing them with 
lots of minutes. They've adjusted 
very well to the college game in 
just two games." 

Rice began the season with a 
gratifying 1-0 win in Fort Worth in 

front of more than 1,200 Horned 
Frog fans. The Owls' only goal 
came from junior forward Clory 
Martin in the 26th minute, and 
McClintock earned her first win 
as a starter in goal, posting nine 
saves. Martin's goal is a good sign, 
as her sophomore campaign only 
yielded two goals after a seven-goal 
freshman season. 

Needed for Fall :>oo6. 

Stop by the Ope ra t ions Desk in the Rec 

Cen te r for an applicat ion, or contact 

Deirdre Joseph at deedeejo(a;rice.edu for 

more in fo rmat ion . 

Fitness 

Rice Fitness P rograms is looking for G r o u p 

Fitness Ins t ruc tors in all areas. 

If interested or if you have quest ions , 

please e-mail Hea the r T h o m p s o n , Assis tant 

Director for Fitness, at heather t (iljrice.edu 

for more in fo rma t ion . 

+ www. r i ce . edu / f i t nes s 

Outdoor Programs 
R O P E (Rice O u t d o o r Programs and 

Educat ion) is looking for f a l l O u t d o o r T r i p 

Leaders. 

Please e-mai l Liz H a r w o o d , Assis tant 

Director for Aquat ic and O u t d o o r Programs, 

at harwood(a)rk e.edu for more in fo rmat ion . 

I www. r i ce . edu / rope 

RICE 
RECREATION 
C E N T E R 

Intramural Sports 
Intramural Sports Officials 

N o experience necessary. You will be t rained 

th rough the in t ramura l Sports Off ice . Off i -

cials are responsible for sport off ic ia t ing and 

game managemen t , 

Intramural Sports Office Assistant 

Off ice ass is tant ' s dut ies include the day-to-

day support of the in t ramura l sports program 

t hrough an array of tasks. Knowledge of web 

browsers and web page design is desirable. 

*•* Please contact Evan Stein, Assistant 

Director for In t ramura l Sports , at 

estein(a)rice.edu, or call at (71?) *48-2739. 

t www. r i ce . edu / in t r amura l spo r t s 

Aquatics 
Lifeguards and S w i m Lesson Ins t ruc tors are 

needed for Fall 2006. Re-certification may be 

arranged. 

** Please e -mai l Liz H a r w o o d , Assis tant 

Di rec tor for Aquatic and O u t d o o r P rograms , 

at harwood(a>rice.edu for more in fo rma t ion . 

+ www.r i ce . edu /aqua t i c s 

http://www.rice.edu/fitness
http://www.rice.edu/rope
http://www.rice.edu/intramuralsports
http://www.rice.edu/aquatics
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CALE5JDM 
SATURDAY 2 TUESDAY 

WootI Woot! Wooooot! 
Rice's new superstar football 
team takes on The University of 
Houston, a.k.a. "Cougar High," 
at Rice Stadium at 8 p.m. Bask 
in the glory and iridescent light 
of the 233.68 million Japanese 
yen Jumbotron. Tailgate before 
the game and make War Owl 
noises in between gulps of 
warm Lonestar. Start dreaming 
about the Orange Bowl! 

Team ... no theme 
After the game Wiess Cllege 
hosts its "First Party of the 
Year," a.k.a "The Party With 
no Theme," a.k.a. "War Owl Vic-
tory Celebration Bash, Woot!" 
People of legal age can stand 
inside a fenced off enclosure to 
procure alcohol in the Acabowl 
from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. Younger 
people cannot. There is no 
theme, but you should dress 
like a frat pirate, a ninja or a 
schoolgirl. 

S Drinking! Hell Yeahl 
Baker College hosts Pub Night 
tonight from 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 
Ostdiek wanted seven kegs. 
Baker wanted five. There will 
probably be six. Don't worry, 
they will probably float by 
1 a.m. anyways. Go help them 
achieve this noble goal. 

FRIDAY * 
If you haven't gone to the class 
yet, drop It like It's hot. Drop It 
like It's hot. Drop It like It's hot. 

Today is the last day to add or 
drop courses online without 
a fee, convert a Spring 2006 
Pass/Fail course to a letter 
grade. Your PIN expires at 
5 p.m. Today is also country 
music legend Patsy Cline's 
birthday. 

MONDAY 4 
Un-Labor Day 

Classes should not be on your 
to-do list today, unless you have 
a particularly sadistic profes-
sor. Don't be "that guy" alone 
in Keck Lec. at 9 a.m. Sleep in 
and drop any classes that told 
you to to show up on your day 
off. Think of it like halftime 
between the game on Saturday 
and the semester's first pub 
night tomorrow. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: 

Calendar Editor 

Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 

on a space available basis. 

PLACES 
row MOM BY 

AVTBY 
M i t i r s 
STATUE 

HELP DESK 
(MVOD103) 

RJCE 

Contact the IT Help Desk for computing assistance: 
713-348-HELP(4357) or helpdesk@rice.edu 

Adobe Irs all academic! 

now only . . k 
mmikn-

Academic SRP $399 

Student license includes full versions of 

Photoshop CS2 * lnDes ignC52 

Illustrator C 5 2 * G o L i v e C S 2 

Acrobat 7.0 Professional 

Academic 

SRP $599 

Academic 

SRP $399 

AfterEHects 7 0 Pro 

Premiere Pro 2 0 

Photoshop C S 2 

llustrator C S 2 

Audit ion 2.0 

Encore D V D 2 0 

Dreamweaver 

Flash Pro 8 

Fireworks 8 

Contr ibute 2 

Flash Paper 2 

Go shopping at: shoptrc.com/esite/adobe/savings 
(Note: You will be asked to fax or email your student ID or class schedule as proof of eligibility.) 

IMPORTANT : ORDERS DUE BY 9 / 2 2 / 0 6 
For questions or more information contact Will Synan. Email: wsynan@gotrc.com Phone. 800.517.2320 x221 

This offer is available through a contract between your school and Adobe1M. Since minimum order quantities have to 

be met, all orders will be held and will ship the week of 9 / 2 2 / 0 6 . If you miss this buy-in period, the next order deadline 

A 1 
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James Baker III organizes arms trade with War Owls for Iraq War support 
Recent investigations have revealed James Baker III 

to have engaged in trading arms for support from the 
War Owls to help the war in Iraq. 

As the head of the Iraq Study Group, Baker has been 
charged with delivering an independent assessment of 
the situation in Iraq. 

"The leading cause of failure in Iraq is the lack of 
support in America, rather than the opposite cause 
and effect," Baker said. "The rapacious War Owls can 
provide the sort of domestic support we need to defeat 
the insurgency in Iraq." 

To gain War Owls support, Baker has encouraged the 
Bush administration propose pork-laden bills to benefit 
the War Owls. Most recently, tax dollars have gone to 
providing a new JumboTron, complete with lightcycle 
and artificial intelligence master control program. 

Current War Owls have a mixed, but generally opti-
mistic, reaction to the arms trade. 

"I wasn't sure at first," War Owl Nathan Bledsoe 

said. "But I guess this does emphasize the war part of 
War Owls." 

Some War Owls have been practicing switching their 
usual "Go War Owls!" cheer to "Go War in Iraq!" One was 
even overheard attempting a "Give me a W! Give me a 
ARINIRAQ!" cheer. 

Experts predict that a rise in Iraq War cheers by 
the War Owls will result in a corresponding fall 
in civilian deaths, bridging of centuries old clan 
spectrification and rise in oil output. 

"It's kind of like Bill and Ted," 
Baker said. "How the Wyld Stallyns 
brought peace and prosperity to the 
world. War Owls can do that." 

With this plan, War Owls can 
prove to be an important weapon in 
the American military arsenal and 
social panacea for the protesting 
Peace Owls. 

Owls lose official mascot status 

About 2,500 representatives 
of the sports community meet-
ing in Prague voted to strip the 
Rice Owls of their official mascot 
status. The voters said that the 
mascot failed to dominate the at-
tention of its fans the way other 
mascots can. 

"The Owls simply had not 
cleared the neighborhood," James 
Brantley said. "This means that 
there were teams of the same sport 
in the same neighborhood that had 
much greater popularity." 

Many other football teams, in-
cluding high school, powderpuff 

and a local West University middle 
school girls football team known 
as the Xenas, have developed a 
fan base that overshadows that 
of the Owls. 

"The recent discovery of the War 
Owls also lends credence to this 
conclusion," Dr. W. Arowls said. 

The recent gravitation effects 
of the War Owls was the final 
force to push the Owls out of their 
mascot status. 

In Roman mythology, the Owl 
is a representative of Athena, 
the goddess of wisdom, crafts 
and war. 

James Baker's arms trade plan 
Step 1: Bush administration proposes 
pork bills (probably proposed by Ted 
Stevens). 

>tep 2: Rice gets JumboTron 
welded into the stadium with an 

ENCOM laser. 
Step 3: War Owls cheer in sup-

port for War in Iraq, 
fixing all prob-
lems there. 
Step 4: Party at 
Wiess. Make out 
with that really 
cute freshman. 
Watch James 
Baker do a keg 
stand. 

•- j 
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Misclass 
"Do you mind if my boobs are 
lake?" 
— Freshman about to hook-up 
with a sophomore 

"I want these motherfucking 
snakes out of my motherfuck-
ing urethra!" 
— Will Rice student 

Give me a W! Give me a 
AROWLS! What does that 
spell? WAR OWLS! 

"Boo Misclass. Cut it." 
— EJC 

Please send all good Misclass 
to Backpage@rice.edu. Please 
send all bad Misclass to 
President@rice.edu. 

E 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

AFTERSCHOOLCARE needed for 10 
yr twin girls Tu-Thur 3:10-5:30 p.m., 
references required, excellent pay, 
Bellaire area. (713) 628-4373. 

SINGLE MOM NEEDS a personal 
assistant to file, organize, run errands, 
very computer literate, make dvds and 
scrapbooks, knowledge of latin and 
accounting a plus. Afternoons. (713) 
621-9000. 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 
per day potential. No experience 
necessary. Training provided. Age 18+ 
OK. (800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING2, 
a private tutorial service, needs 
part-time tutors in Mathematics, 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, French, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and 
Finance. Flexible hours. Excellent 
pay. No house calls. Office located 
close to campus. (713) 528-7085. 

COFFEEHOUSE 
WELCOME BACK. 

Mon-Th 830 AM-midnight 
Fri 830 AM-5 PM 
Sun 8 PM-midnight 

www.ruf.rice.edu/~coffee/ coffee@rice.edu 

ESPRESSO. COFFEE. MIGHTY LEAF TEA. 
FREEZES. ITALIAN SODAS. WALLY 
BISCOTTI. OTIS SPUNKMEYER COOKIES. 
MUFFINS. BAGELS. 20 SYRUP FLAVORS. 
MUSIC. CUTE EMPLOYEES. AND MORE. 

TUTOR NEEDED FOR high school 
calculus and other subjects. Live very 
near campus. (832) 597-1359. Rates 
negotiable. 

SEARCHING FOR STUDENTS 
in te res ted in babysi t t ing and 
helping with driving after school or on 
weekends. Live 10 minutes from 
Rice, up Sheperd, north of 59. 
Call Liz at (713) 562-2102 or write 
liz@fallonhouse.com if interested! 

TUTOR FOR $15-$30/hr. Required: 
capable in all core high school subjects 
(Math, Science, English, History, 
Spanish or French): Min. GPA 3.0; 
Min. 72 hours college credit; Reliable 
vehicle; Available weeknights. (713) 
664-8085. 

A SOFTWARE PUBLISHING 
company in Rice village looking 
for a dependable Rice student to 
process/package orders and manage 
web operations. Some knowledge of 
htm! necessary; php a plus. Contact 
Michael at barlow@athel.com. 

PART TIME GIRL Friday to assist 
Oil and Gas Explorationist. Lite ad-
min work, library research, errands, 
and general office work. Rice Village 
location. Flexible hours. Must have 
dependable car. Call for more details. 
(713) 529-7050. 

LOOKING FOR A female tutor for a 
10th grade student. Math, physics, 
science. Flexible hours, offering very 
good pay or even housing. Call (281) 
568-5144. 

CHILDREN'S TUTOR NEEDED in 
Southwest Houston at the Advance 
Academy Afterschool Enrichment 
Program. Needed for tutoring children 
in math and english (2nd to 9th grade). 
3:30-6:30 daily (negotiable). $8.00/ 
hour (negotiable). E-mail resume to 
mrsartsusan@gmail.com. 

SEEKING TIJTOR/MENTOR for 2 
high school students. Needed several 
nights per week at home in Memorial 
Area. Assist with homework, SAT prep-
aration, and mentoring. Please send 
e-mail to mfahid@aol.com. Resume 
preferred. Also include day/times 
available and hourly rate. Or call Leight 
Ann at (713) 526-2442. 

PRIVATE MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
near Rice University is looking for part-
time assistants and substitutes. Great 
if you are needing flexible hours and 
wanting an enjoyable and rewarding 
job. Call Tara at (713) 5200738. 

EARN EASY MONEY...1. Rice 
English Major wanted to oversee 
manuscript corrections and act 
as sounding board for ideas. Call 
(713) 927-5267 2. Rice student typist 
(Microsoft). Call (713) 927-5267. 

SEEKING STUDENT TO drive two 
children home from middle school three 
afternoons a week, supervise home-
work and afternoon activities. Close to 
Rice campus. Call (713) 562-2876. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY FIRM, 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n on p r o v i d i n g 

af fordable solar light to the developing 
world, seeks volunteer and interns 
for office, marketing and ad work. 
Potential to move to compensated 
employment, 10-15 hours/week. 
O f f i c e o n B i s s o n e t , 
n e a r R ice U. E - m a i l to 
steven@sunnightsolar.com. 

HOUSING 

APARTMENT FOR RENT. 2br/2ba in 
fdur-plex 1 mile from Rice and perfect 
for roommates. Hardwoods, 1050 sf, 
dishwasher, disposal, central air, on-site 
laundry, quiet tenants. Water and waste 
included. $1050/mo. qln@alumni. 
rice.edu. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. BIKE to 
Rice. One bedroom apartment at 
4001 Greeley. Hardwood floors, win-
dow unit air, on site laundry. $545 
with lease and deposit. Andover 
(713) 524-3344. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

RECYCLE THE THRESHER when 
you are done reading it. Keep Rice 
beautiful. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not. take respon-
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 
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