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Board approves two new colleges 
Alumni couple 's $32 million gift largest in Rice's history 

by David Brown 
1HRESHER EDfTURIAL STAFF 

At its May meeting, the Board of 
Trustees approved a $140.5 million 
budget to build two new colleges 
and a connecting servery on the 
north side of campus. A $32 mil-
lion donation, the largest in Rice's 
history, will be used to help finance 
what will be Rice's largest-ever 
housing expansion. 

Longtime Rice donors Burt Mc-
Murtry ('56) and his wife Deedee 
('56), whose gift President David Le-
ebron announced June 15, pledged 
part of the sum to a new long-term 
operating and maintenance fund for 

the residential college system. In 
recognition, Rice will name one of 
the new colleges "Burt and Deedee 
McMurtry College." 

Rice News reported that McMur-
try College will be built on the field 
south of Jones College and west of 
the O'Connor House. The other col-
lege will be west of Martel College 
and partly occupy what is now the 
Abercrombie Parking Ijot A servery, 
to be located where there is currently 
a basketball and tennis court, will 
connect the colleges, Senior Project 
Manager Eleni Barzouka said. 

Each college will house 325 stu-
dents, about 80 more than Brown Col-
lege, currently the largest of the nine. 

The donation 
Burt McMurtry, a venture 

capitalist who co-founded several 
early Silicon Valley partnerships, 
said the gift is partly devoted to 
the colleges because that is what 
Leebron and the board said Rice 
needed most. 

"It was very clear that to 
accomplish some of the near and 
intermediate-term goals they have 
for Rice, getting a couple new colleg-
es in place is very important," he said. 
"Student housing in general is often 
a fairly hard thing to finance." 

Deedee McMurtry said the 
couple likes to fund education 

see MCMURTRY, Page 4 

New AD DelConte 
to focus on revenue 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

According to new Athlete 
Director Chris Del Conte, 
students can look forward to 
Powderpuff games and movie 
nights at Rice Stadium, a more 
competitive non-conference 
football schedule and a renova-
tion to Autry Court. 

President David Leebron an-
nounced Del Conte, the former 
University of Arizona senior 
associate athletic director, Rice's 
14th athletic director June 22. 

Del Conte succeeds Bobby 
May (Will Rice '65), who an-
nounced his retirement April 
18 after 17 years as athletic 
director. 

For other athletics department 
staff changes, see page 9. 

Del Conte said his experi-
ences with fundraising suit the 
Athletics Department's need to 
reduce its cost to the university. 
In its May 2004 evaluation of 
athletics at Rice, the Board of 

see DIRECTOR. Page 8 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Where have all the hitters gone? 
Sophomore outfielder Chad Lembeck, junior pitcher Craig Crow, sophomore catcher Danny Lehmann and senior outfielder Chase Taylor look 
out of the dugout in disbelief. The Owls fall just short of the finals of the College World Series after capping a 57-13 year with 23 scoreless 
innings and two straight losses to Oregon State University, the eventual champions. See story, Page 24 and photos, Page 29. 

One third of 
freshmen fail 
writing exam 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

About twice as many new students failed 
the English Composition Exam as usual after 
a revamped online test challenged students 
with an additional, second essay and required 
analyzing complex topics. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin Eorman 
said Wednesday that while some of the exams 
had not yet been graded, about a third of new 
students failed the test, about 55 percent 
received a grade of "low pass" and about 15 
percent a grade of "pass." 

Last year — the first year the exam was 
offered online and before orientation — 17 
percent failed, 40 percent received a "low 
pass" and 43 percent received a "pass." In 
most previous years, somewhere between 10 
and 20 percent of students failed the exam. 

Students who fail are required to take 
ENGL 103: Argumentation and Writing to 
graduate. 

Last year the exam was scored by graders 
affiliated with the MIT-based consortium that 
runs the online exam, and the grades were 
not returned before students registered for 
fall classes. This year. Rice graduate students 
graded the exams and provided in-depth 
feedback to each student. 

see WRITING, Page 11 

0-Week runs smoothly with new events 
by Beko Binder and David Brown 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A rejuvenated Rice Rally, a 
dynamic diversity speaker and 
a consolidated health and safety 
presentation were some of the 
new O-Week features that many 
new students said they liked. And 
aside from a concern that caused 
JonesCollege O-Week coordinators 
to change their theme, "Hustle and 
Flo-Week," to "Jones' Best O-Week 
Ever" mid-summer, O-Week and all 
its jacks, scavenger hunts and advis-
ing passed without any calamity. 

Student Director of Orienta-
tion Week Mark Wanek said good 
communication and flexibility made 

this year's O-Week run smoothly. 
"It was my intent that by keeping 

plans as transparent and as clear 
as possible, when people came to 
advise they actually would know 
the O-Week they were advising," 
Wanek, a Hanszen College senior, 
said. "I made a very hard effort to 
communicate with faculty, and a lot 

For faculty address, color 0-Week 
photos, see pullout, page 15 

of departments were more involved 
with the planning than they were 
in the past." 

Wanek said one of the most suc-
cessfu 1 event s of this year's ()-Week 
was »he Rice Rally, a new event held 

at Rice Stadium to generate student 
support for the athletic program. 

"The Rice Rally really was about 
unifying students on a larger scale," 
Wanek said. [Head Football Coach 
Todd Graham and Athletic Direc-
tor Chris Del Conte] identified 
the need to bring students to the 
game as something to base a rally 
on. Cheering at sporting events is 
a way to show our enthusiasm for 
being at Rice." 

Brown College freshman Roxa-
na Daneshjou said she was excited 
by the rally. 

"I really enjoyed it," Daneshjou 
said. "I usually don't get riled up 
about athletics, but I'm definitely 

see ORIENTATION, Page 8 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THESHEP 

A Wiess College O-Week group takes an easy hedge hop In the Academic Quad 

INSIDE 
Fire! 

A fire in George R. 
Brown Hall brought 
more than a dozen 
emergency vehicles 
to campus Thursday 
(see photo, page 10). 

Quote of the Week 

"We make sure we're supporting the data in the 
best possible way, but everybody else is doing 
this as well. The story of the rankings is as much 
that there are more universities that set higher 
standards rather than Rice is falling. 
— President David Leebron on Rice's #17 ranking 
in US News and World Report.(See box Page 4) 

O P I N I O N P a g e 2 
The ebb and flow ofJones' Hustle and Flo 

A & E P a g e s 1 0 - 1 1 
Fall Museum exhibits in full bloom j 

SPORTS P a g e 15 
Soccer Preview: championship repeat? 
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the Rice Thresher 

O-Week: The good, 
the bad and the boring 

Orientation Week has always been a time of transition, and the 
orientations themselves often undergo revisions from year to year. 
O-Week 2006 saw changes in student conduct and safety orienta-
tions, the revamping of the Rice Rally, new academic department 
lunches, new speeches during adviser training and O-Week and a 
common reading program for new students, (see story, page 1) 

Student Judicial Programs, Honor Council, Rice University 
Police Department and Rice Emergency Medical Service have 
run their lengthy presentations separately in the past, creating 
logistic problems. This year, they were combined into a single 
presentation. We applaud this increase in O-Week efficiency. 

Additionally, the Tuesday evening Rice Rally was a marked 
improvement over previous O-Week athletic events. Increased 
student participation and a greater focus on athletes as college 
members made the rally more entertaining, and new students' 
response to the football rally bodes well for the War Owls. 

The speakers brought in from outside the university got mixed 
reviews. Motivational speakers Joe Bertolino and Bil Teipold 
during adviser training were mostly irrelevant and occasionally 
patronizing, and their presentation took away valuable time from 
the already-crammed schedule. However, Affirmations in Action 
president Steve Birdine's diversity speech during O-Week was 
engaging and informative, if a little long. 

The common reading program also aimed to increase new 
students' intellectual engagement, and we believe the scheduled 
forums will do just that. But these will not occur for another few 
weeks, and we have not seen much focus on the readings during 
O-Week. Perhaps presenters similar to Birdine whose speeches 
tie into the common reading topics would be more relevant and 
interesting to new students. 

We are impressed with the competent and mostly glitch-free 
implementation of so many new programs during O-Week 2006 
and hope future orientations run as effectively. 
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Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Rice relevance key to quality opinion page 

New writing exam 
efficient and effective 

For years, the English composition exam was one of the most 
painful parts of O-Week. Last year's exam posed an even greater 
inconvenience when MIT graders failed to score the tests in time 
for registration. But with the help of Director of Managerial Com-
munication Deborah Barrett, Rice has recovered with an efficient, 
effective and self-sustained system (see story, page 1). 

Paying graduate students to grade this year's test empowered 
Rice to customize the exam and grading standards. And the 
explanatory evaluations actually help students with their writing 
much more than the black box with a "pass," "low pass" or "fail." 
And while we still worry about students taking the test before 
Honor Code orientation, the efficiency and quality demonstrated 
in this year's exam seem to outweigh that risk. 

The test was more difficult than in past years, indicated by 
an increase in failures and low-passes. But these results reflect 
preparedness for intensive collegiate writing. Rice has needed 
to revamp its writing program for years, and this seems to be a 
step in the right direction. We hope administrators continue this 
improvement by expanding writing-intensive freshmen seminars 
in multiple departments. 

Offering the test once per month during the summer certainly 
helped fit students' varying schedules. However, a choice of two 
topics should be offered for each essay, as many students found 
their prompts boring. Overall, we support the changes to the 
composition exam. 

Global health program 
looks promising 

We commend Bioengineering Department Chair Rebecca 
Richards-Kortum and everyone else who helped bring Beyond 
Traditional Borders to Rice. (See story, page 10) This new program 
seems ready to tackle Rice's poor record with interdisciplinary 
programs and will build a bridge between academs and S/Es. 
The mentorship program and sponsored trips to developing 
countries will help students apply what they learn, with the world 
to benefit 

Opinions are like assholes 
— everyone has one, and not 
everyone wants theirs printed in 
the Thresher. But every week, the 
Thresher opinion section 
finds three people willing 
to moon the Rice campus, 
journalistically speaking. 
Those three are brave 
enough to put a column 
out there, slap an ugly 
mug shot on it, and wait 
for readers' reactions 
Friday morning. 

Early last year, one 
bold freshman wrote 
an excellent column 
about the benefits and 
pitfalls of the anxious pre-frosh 
e-community. This look at LiveJour-
nal was insightful, relevant and, 
most importantly, entertaining. For 
some reason this column provoked 
the hatred of one upperclassman, 
who felt it was his duty to address 
this columnist—via a condemning 
personal e-mail rather than a con-
structive letter to the editor. 

Letters to the editor are an 
important part of the opinion page. 
They provide a way for readers to 
respond to columns or address 
issues that do not require a full 
column. But this letter went outside 
the realm of reason and became 
a personal attack, which can be 
especially resonant on Rice's small 
campus. I'm the sort of person who 
takes twisted pleasure in receiving 
Thresher-refated death threats, but 
most other columnists do not take 
hate mail so well. 

While some issues — sex, 
drugs or religion — are sure 
to strike a nerve, sometimes an 
angry response just appears to 
come from nowhere. It seems the 
root problem is a misunderstand-
ing of the Thresher opinion page. 
The opinion page is not a forum 
for philosophical tirades. It is not 
a stage for stump speeches. And 
it is certainly not always fair and 
balanced. But the opinion page 
is about Rice. 

Evan 
Mintz 

So for the three opinion col-
umns every issue, I try to make 
sure that one addresses issues 
outside the hedges, one stays on 

campus and one takes a 
whimsical edge — and 
that all stay relevant to 
Rice or college life. 

Sure, it is fun to feel 
important and ramble 
about international 
affairs, national scan-
dals and political fol-
lies. But these sorts of 
opinions are plethoric 
throughout other news-
papers, not to mention 
the blogosphere. And 

with such a small paper, actual 
results from addressing interna-
tional issues are questionable. 

Anyone can write a 
column, magically 

turning dinner table 
complaints into 

campus-wide critique. 

The Thresher has the position 
available to few other mediums to 
affect Rice directly, something of 
which students should take advan-
tage. Of course, when issues get big 
enough they inadvertently grab the 
attention of Rice students. Thafs 
not to say that a column about Iraq 
wouldn't be much more poignant 
with a "What does this mean to 
students?" spin. 

A Rice Voices columnist usually 
writes one of the pieces. These 
columnists are chosen to repre-
sent the diversity of thought and 
opinion that flourishes within the 
hedges. This sort of diversity is not 
the usual black or white, Democrat 
or Republican diversity. Instead, 
it is Rice diversity — academ or 
S/E, north or south college, drunk 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

Rice football has 
fans in families 
To the editor: 

Most Saturdays during the fall 
football season I scour the score-
boards during the University of Mi-
ami game for news on how my Rice 
Owls are doing. Saturday nights, I 
look for the ticker tape at the bot-
tom of ESPN for news of the Owl 
football results and anxiously turn 
to the College Football Sports page 
in the Fort Lauderdale Sun Sentinel 
Sunday mornings for news of the 
Rice Owls football game score. 

How our Rice Owls kept up their 
spirits and prepared for games 
week after week last year leaves 
me in awe. My hat is off to them, 
and my hear t goes out to them each 
week as they show up for the next 
game. To all you Owl football team 
members, I want you to know there 

or sober, campus crusader or 
atheist agenda. Rice isn't like the 
rest of the world, and neither are 
our demographics — columnists 
should reflect that. 

While one column is always 
reserved for Rice Voices, the other 
two are wide open to everyone else. 
All a column requires is at least 550 
well-chosen words on an interesting 
and relevant topic submitted by the 
5 p.m. Sunday deadline. Anyone can 
write a column, magically turning 
dinner table complaints into cam-
pus-wide critique. With one good 
column, a student can have a real 
impact on Rice, not to mention be-
coming "that Thresher guy /girl" at 
parties. And considering I only get 
to experience the schadenfreude 
of editorial rejection about once a 
semester, there is no one stopping 
you but yourself. 

In the end, if we cannot get 
enough writers, we turn to an 
editor, usually me. As much as 
I love ranting about sex, drugs 
and rock and roll, I only write 
when other people do not Con-
trary to previous accusations, the 
opinion page is not my personal 
soapbox — that's the Backpage. 

So if you've got an idea and the 
time, drop us a column now and 
then — you can make Rice a more 
interesting place, get your face in 
the paper and a big, fat 10-dollar 
check for your hard work. And if 
beer money isn't enough, I don't 
know what is. 

EvanMintzisaHanszen College junior 
and opinion and Backpage editor. 

are families like mine, sitting in For t 
Lauderdale, Fla., and across the 
country, who are paying attention 
to what you do and rooting for you, 
in absentia, every weekend. 

I am worried about the Owls 
2006 season, when you are 
scheduled to meet significant op-
ponents such as UCIA Families 
across the country are supporting 
you. We hope the administration 
and faculty at Rice can be equally 
enthusiastic in 2006, because 
our team deserves enthusiasm. 
Athletic team support builds 
camaraderie on a campus and 
a cohesive institutional spirit, 
all of which benefit the student 
body and the institution as a 
whole. To the administration and 
student body: since we fund a 
team, let's support them without 
reservation. We families across 
the country do. Go Owls! 

Susan HorOvitz Maurer 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher®rice, 
edu. letters must be received 
by 5 p.m. on the Monday 
prior to a Friday publication 
date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptionsare 
available for $50 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
m We accept display and 
classified advertisements. 
Advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please 
contact our advertising 
manager at (713)348-3967 
or thresher-ads@riee.edu for 
more information. 

I 
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Guest column 

Jones theme change averts racial tension 
According to the 0-Week Web 
site, the purpose of O-Week is to 
"assist new students in the transi-
tion to academic and social life at 
Rice University, with the 
two primary functions be-
ing: to provide academic 
advising and to introduce 
and incorporate new 
students into their resi-
dential colleges." 

T h e r e is also an 
underlying assumption 
that advisers should foster 
inclusiveness, comfort and 
camaraderie. New stu-
dents' O-Week activities 
are their introduction to 
their home for the next four years. 

Considering these goals, it is a 
wonder so many months passed 
before anyone contested the con-
troversial material in Jones Col-
lege's originally proposed O-Week 
theme — Hustle and Flo-Week: 
Everybody Gotta Have a Dream. 

Jones' Hustle and Flo-Week 
had potential to be quite a clever 
handle, especially if students had 
taken it as a paean to hip-hop, as 
the Jones coordinators intended. 
But the message got lost, and the 
coordinators changed this theme 
and, most importantly, the group 
names, to avoid embarrassment 
and student alienation. 

Monikers like Baby Daddies, 25 
to life, Gold Diggers, Grillz and My 
Lovely I^ady Lumps were some of 
those original groups. Certainly some 
names were fittingly clever and fol-
lowed the parodic custom of previous 
O-Weeks. Butaship-hopcultureoften 
implies black culture, others struck 
a nerve. And what many may have 
thought cute and clever was, in fact, 
offensive and hurtful. 

As one Hanszen junior poignant-
ly wrote, "Embracing prison life, 
sexual promiscuity, degradation 
of women and exalting other social 
problems related to socioeconomic 
status is not embracing hip-hop 
culture, and by extension, black 
culture and values." 

From June 21-26, many people 
at Rice, especially the black com-
munity, advocated changing the 

' t 

Kenitra 
Brown 

Jones theme to prevent alienating 
students of color and those from 
lower socioeconomic levels. 

For some, the subtitle "Everybody 
Gotta Have a Dream" and 
the group names "25 to 
life" and "Baby Daddies" 
hit close to home. These 
may seem funny, but they 
comment on actual social 
problems plaguing black 
and Latino communi-
ties. Furthermore, these 
themes made it seem like 
Rice students aspire to a 
life in prison, to own grills 
for their mouths or to be-
come gold diggers. 

As people recognized the 
problem with the theme, they rec-
ognized potential consequences. 
New students would have received 
a negative first impression of Rice's 
social tolerance. New students of 
color may have had to spend their 
first days on campus defending 
their culture or themselves against 
unwarranted attacks. And every-
one would have had to sit by and 
uncomfortably watch non-black 
students act out what they think 
black culture is in some resurrected 
form of blackface minstrelsy 

The voiced concerns were 
not personal attacks on the Jones 
coordinators or advisors. Rather, 
the buck stops at the administra-
tion. While administrative cen-
sorship is never desirable, some 
oversight is necessary to guarantee 
that the university does not sponsor 
deeply offensive activities. 

I sympathize with the Jones O-
Week personnel. Planning O-Week 
is excruciating and time-consum-
ing, and having to redo most of 
that work mid-summer could not 
have been cheap or pleasant. But 
I fervently believe that calling at-
tention to the theme was the right 
thing to do. As current students at 
Rice, we must improve Rice culture 
for all who come after us. We have a 
responsibility to incoming students, 
to make them fee' -velcome and ac-
cepted. Whatever work we must do 
to ensure that is a small price to pay 
for their peace of mind. 

Calling attention to Jones ' 
original O-Week theme sparked 
the kind of dialogue that students 
concerned about diversity have 
hoped to have for years. With the 
start of the fall semester, hopefully 
the dialogue will grow and the uni-
versity can notice issues minority 
communities experience every day 
at Rice. The dialogue needs to hap-
pen, if for no other reason than to 
give minority students, especially 
black students, the feeling that they 
belong on this campus — and not 
just among other minorities. 

Jones'Hustle and 
Flo-Week had potential 

to be quite a clever 
handle, especially if 
students had taken 

it as a paean to 
hip-hop} as the Jones 

coordinators intended. 

It will be hard for current 
students to be committed to their 
alma mater — either financially or 
through recruitment — if they do 
not think Rice is invested in their 
interests and well-being. Rice 
already has enough trouble recruit-
ing students of color, if discrepancy 
between the number of students 
who come to Vision Weekend and 
the number who come to O-Week 
is any indication. 

If the administration is at all con-
cerned about prospective minority 
interest in Rice, it must actively 
engage current students, alumni 
and future students with sincere 
attempts to make sure the activi-
ties, dialogue and opportunities on 
campus are friendly for all. 

Kenitra Brown is a Lovett College 
senior and Black Student Association 
president. Phillip Moore, a Lovett 
senior, contributed to this article. 

Guest column 

Counseling, riflery provide fulfilling summer 
T h i s s u m m e r , while my peers 
found "real jobs" or resume-building 
internships, I went to summer camp. 
For seven weeks, 1 worked as a coun-
selor at Camp Mystic, first 
for 14-year-olds, then for 
8-year-olds. I didn't do 
it for the prestige, and I 
certainly didn't do it for 
the money. I did it because 
I feel camp provide more 
life lessons and experienc-
es than an ordinary job 
or internship. 

Before working as a 
counselor, I was a camper 
at Camp Mystic for many 
years. Those summers 
helped mold me into the person I 
am today. That is why 1 signed up to 
be a counselor—to be able to help 
little girls get the same amazing 
experience out of camp that I did. 
For a few weeks every year, camp 
takes children out of their comfort 
zones and, through fun activities 
and a very consistent daily routine, 
helps them learn to be at ease away 
from the familiar. 

Teaching eight-year-olds to keep 
their cabin clean, much less to clean a 
shower or mop a floor, is like herding 
cats. But parents really appreciate it 
when campers return home making 
their own beds and cleaning up after 
themselves. Camp teaches discipline 
and independence to the campers, 
as weli as the counselors. Hanging 
out with a bunch of little girls, I was 
able to get back in touch my inner 
child. But being the one responsible, 
I grew and matured as an adult. 
When your primary responsibility 

Sarah 
Mitchell 

is taking care of children, you have 
to put personal comfort aside and 
focus on the needs of others. 

In addition to being a coun-
selor, I was a riflery 
instructor—not the usual 
role for your average Jew-
ish Austinite. By showing 
campers how to use a rifle 
and respect firearms, I 
taught skills that campers 
probably would not get 
anywhere else. Ai id in our 
ADD-addled world, noth-
ing helps teach teenage 
girls concentration like 
taking careful aim at a 
target 25-yards away. 

Camp also helpschildren meet dif-
ferentkindsofpeople. My Louisianan 
cocounselor brought a certain Cajun 
flair to our otherwise subdued cabin. 
The friendships I had as a camper 
were some of the strongest, longest 
lasting friendships I have ever had. 

While mosquito bites and messy 
campers are their own reward, it 
doesn't hurt to have an impres-
sive grad school or job application. 
Graduate school admissions of-
ficers and employers love seeing 
camp counselor on a r£sum£. It 
shows responsibility, creativity 
and the ability to manage a room 
of people who act like children — a 
skill necessary in many offices. 

Working at camp also shows the 
ability to do something different 
and defy pressure to work at intern-
ships. Getting coffee and answering 
phones just isn't for everyone. 

Overall, the camp experience 
is truly invaluable. I recommend 

that everyone give counseling 
a try. While a hefty paycheck 
or air-conditioned office may 
be nice, camp gives the oppor-
tunity to have a real impact on 
children's lives. 

Sarah Mitchell is a Hanszen College 
sophomore and classified ads and 
payroll manager. 

Guest.column 

Bed, Bath and Beyond 
explains 0-Week cult 
S i x d a y s before the start 
of O-Week, my older brother 
passed on to me some necessary 
college knowledge — the rules 
of the game popularly 
known as beer pong 
or beirut 

"Absolutely vital 
information," he in-
sisted. I didn't get it. 

Oh, but how clue-
less I was. Although 
several months ago 
Rice a d m i s s i o n s 
deemed me prepared 
to attend their institu-
tion, as my summer 
drew to a close I real-
ized I was far from ready. 

First, I would have to spend 
the greater part of July learn-
ing the peculiar Rice lexicon. 
What my other friends knew 
as orientation, registration or 
fish camp was O-Week to me. 
Residential halls were colleges. 
Cafeterias were serveries. And 
pure, unadulterated torture was 
referred to as the English Lan-
guage Composition Exam. 

My O-Week book, a 124-
page long manifesto courtesy 
of Brown College, guided me 
in my efforts to understand 
what I would experience a few 
weeks hence. The manual was 
a perverse, though artfully 
assembled, hybrid of campy, 
rah-rah enthusiasm and just 
plain creepy propaganda. 

The more I read, the more 
confused I became. O-Week was 
lauded as the best time of every 
Rice student's entire undergradu-
ate stint A current Rice student 
spoke to me about O-Week as 
though she were a veteran soldier 
reminiscing about a tour of duty 
in peacetime Thailand. 

This blew my mind. How 
could one week of what sounded 
more like a seven-day cult retreat 
be my most enjoyable collegiate 
experience? 

It was not until August that I 
began to understand the appeal 
of O-Week. It was really very 
simple: The few days preced-
ing O-Week were so incred-
ibly anxiety-inducing that, in 
comparison, O-Week could be 
nothing but awesome. 

I was absolutely sure of this 
when I first walked through the 
doors of Bed, Bath and Beyond. 
Don't let the cute alliterative name 
fool you. If kitchen, bedroom 
and bath accessories could die. 
this would be their hell. I am 
convinced that Bed, Bath and 

Hajera 
Blagg 

Beyond is designed to test con-
sumer intelligence and willpower 
against buying useless shit A 
bottle of brush shampoo, an 

iPod pillow and a cap 
rack later, my mother 
and I failed those 
tests miserably. 

Luckily, the Face-
book j u g g e r n a u t 
helped temper the 
anticipation of start-
ing college. Thanks to 
Facebook, my room-
mate was my "friend" 
weeks before we were 
even paired. I knew 
exact ly what she 

looked like, where she lived 
and what music she listened to. 
I "met" dozens of fellow fresh-
man, all as excited and curious 
about Rice and its idiosyncrasies 
as I was. 

A current Rice student 
spoke to me about 

O-Week as though she 
were a veteran soldier 

reminiscing about 
a tour of duty in 

peacetime Thailand. 

Facebook and official Rice 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e answered 
many of my questions, but 
plenty of college unknowns still 
lay ahead. My brother attempted 
to fill one of these blanks — the 
inscrutable beer pong. But it 
wasn't until I actually played the 
game that it clicked. Employ-
ing the basic arc technique, I 
felt invincible when I made my 
first shot. Things become much 
clearer once you apply the infor-
mation you're being fed. 

As the pingpong ball flew 
through the air, all my reserva-
tions about starting at Rice dis-
appeared. I knew once Sunday, 
Aug. 20 rolled around, everything 
would instantly make sense. 
O-Week would be a blast. My 
college would be the best col-
lege, and I would believe it too. 
Community bathrooms would not 
shatter my naive, pre-frosh no-
tions of personal hygiene. Heck. I 
might even use my cap rack. 

Hajera Blagg is a Brown College 
freshman. 
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MCMURTRY 
From page 1 

and housing, and that this donation encom 
passes both. 

"We feel very strongly that Rice is 
a very worthy institution and gives a 
great education to lots and lots of people 
from different walks of life," Deedee 
McMurtry said. 

Rice has yet to announce a donor for the 
other college but is planning to build the two 
simultaneously beginning in July 2007, with 
the goal of completion before the Fall 2009 
semester, Barzouka, who will represent Rice 
to the architect, said. 

The expansion is part of Leebron's goal 
to increase undergraduate enrollment by 
30 percent, as laid out in his Vision for the 
Second Century. The V2C calls for the ex-
pansion of south colleges to accommodate 
the remaining 350 beds needed to complete 
the expansion and increase the percentages 
of students guaranteed on-campus housing 
from 71 to 80 percent. 

Leebron considered building both new 
colleges in the north after gathering stu-
dent opinion in the Call to Conversation 
last fall. 

"I think it will create an environment that 
is overall much more positive," Leebron said. 
"It will create a village of colleges up in the 
north that is more defined than it has been 
in the past." 

The McMurtrys have previously given 
smaller donations that will also go towards 
the residential college fund. Burt McMur-
try said the couple did not stipulate how to 
spend the remainder of their gift. He said 
Leebron's V2C influenced the couple's 
donation and their decision to let Rice plan 
how to spend it. 

"We are very positive about [Leebron's] 
leadership and the rest of what is going on," 
Burt McMurtry said. "We are very pleased 
he engaged in this Call to Conversation, and 

COURTESY RICE NEWS 

Donors Burt and Deedee McMurtry ('56). 

we're highly supportive of the objectives that 
have come out of that." 

The McMurtrys met at Lamar High 
School in Houston and began dating while 
at Rice. Burt was Student Council president 
while Deedee was vice president. Although 
the couple graduated a year before the 
beginning of the college system, Burt was 
the student representative on a university 
committee that helped plan the college 
system. 

The colleges 
Leebron and the Housing Steering Com-

mittee chose to present the north colleges 
plan to the board over several other possible 
arrangements, some of which included a new 
college on the former site of Wiess College 
that would attach to the north end of the 
Hanszen/Wiess servery. 

Leebron said preserving that space now 
leaves it open for other uses in the future. 

"One of the good things about [deciding to 
build two north colleges] is that itkeeps open 
the possibility that we might decide that that's 
a better space for an academic building," 
Leebron said. "If we build those two colleges 
in the north, any further college building is 
so far down the list of priorities." 

While Leebron said a 12th college is 
unlikely in the near future, he does want 
to look into student interest in off-campus 
university housing. 

Leebron said loss of parking will not 
constrain construction. 

"Some people may have to walk a little 
fiirtherto their parking space," Leebron said. 
"Well have to figure out what to do about the 
parking, but... moving around that piece of 
parking doesn't concern me." 

Barzouka said the Parking Committee 
has commissioned a consultant to study the 
long-term parking situation. 

Designs for the new colleges are still 
months from completion, as the board has 
not yet selected an architect. Barzouka said 
depending on when builders break ground, 
she may direct them to speed construction 
in order to finish by fall 2009. 

Barzouka said some goals for the colleges 

have been outlined. They will likely be four 
stories tall in most wings, 36 percent of their 
rooms will be singles and hallways will be 
inside, she said. 

"Itwasaconsensusfrom the student hous-
ing survey that [interior hallways] promote 
more community," Barzouka said. "And it's 
more economical." 

Barzouka said the Board also approved 
making the buildings LEED certified. LEED 
certification signifies that a building meets 
specific sustainability criteria. Leebron said 
he would like to consider LEED certification 
for every new Rice building in the future. 

"This issue's just much more important 
now," Leebron said. "That doesn't mean 
we will do it without regards to whatever 
the cost is, but I think to start with that is a 
pretty high priority in terms of the message 
we want to be sending." 

The LEED green building rating system 
is designed to promote design and construc-
tion practices that reduce negative environ-
mental impacts. Barzouka said planners 
will try to earn points for the certification 
with mechanisms that will yield long-term 
savings on energy, such as power-saving 
devices for lights. 

Sunset 
Boulevard 
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Massive campus construction to begin spring semester 
by Sarah Baker 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The sounds of bulldozers will 
ring in students' ears beginning in 
2007 when construction begins on 
two new colleges, a Central Quad 
pavilion and a shared servery 
for Lovett College and Will Rice 
College. The Board of Trustees 
approved these buildings at its 
May meeting. 

University Architect David 
Rodd said the construction of a 
pavilion attached to the west side 
of Fondren Library will begin in 
2007 and should be finished by 
the end of the calendar year. The 
pavilion will feature a coffee shop 
run by an outside company, Hous-
ing and Dining Director Mark 
Ditman said. The coffee shop will 
have limited food service and is 
expected to be 6,000 square feet. 
The project will also extend Fon-
dren's covered walkway around 
the entire building. 

The pavilion, which is sched-
uled to be finished by the end of 
next year, is the key feature in a 
plan to renovate the Central Quad 
to promote activity in the area. 
Landscaping is the only other 
change planned for the Central 

Quad, although other yet-to-be-
determined buildings will be 
renovated or constructed in the 
future, Rodd said. 

Rodd and Facilities, Engineer-
ing and Planning is searching for 
an architect to design the new 
colleges. The Board of Trustees 
will make the final decision. 
Construction on the $140-million 
project is expected to start next 
summer or fall and finish by July 
or August 2009, Rodd said. 

Rodd said f u r t h e r renova-
tion and possible destruction 
of South College buildings to 
accommodate growth is also 
being discussed. However, the 
Board of Trustees has not yet 
approved any plans. 

"We're looking at all the col-
leges for opportunities... to either 
replace some of the buildings or 
add onto them," Rodd said. 

Rodd said the old winp« of 
Baker, Will Rice and Hauszen 
Col leges will r emain intact . 
Additions to Lovett College and 
Sid Richardson College would be 
considered rather than demoli-
tion, Rodd said. 

Rodd said Lovett and Will Rice 
Colleges' shared servery will be 
built in the loading dock area be-

tween the colleges and that both 
commons will remain intact. 

T h e thought was that if we 
take the space that those facilities 
are in now and renovate them 
and then add onto them, we can 
provide a combined kitchen or 
servery, much like you have over 
at [Hanszen/Wiess] servery or 
North Servery," Rodd said. 

No start date for the construc-
tion has been set, and the project 
is expected to cost $23 million, 
Rodd said. 

The university began a parking 
study over the summer in an effort 
to examine how to accommodate 
construction projects and the 
growth of the undergraduate popu-
lation, Rodd said. Gerald Salzman 
of Desman Associates/Chicago is 
the consultant for the study, which 
should be finished in September. 
Salzman has been analyzing park-
ing data and gathering opinions 
from the members of the University 
Standing Committee on Parking. 

Rodd said construction on the Col-
laborative Research Center—located 
at the corner of University Boulevard 
and Main Street — will begin in the 
fall, possibly in October. Researchers 
from Rice and the Texas Medical 
Center will share the center. 

The $200-million project is 
expected to be completed in De-
cember 2008, Rodd said. 

Summer Construction 
Assistant Vice President of 

Project Management and Engi-
neering DougTomlinson said rain 
caused some delays in summer 
construction projects, but most 
projects were completed without 
problems. 

The largest construction proj-
ect of the summer was the re-
placement of the sewer system 
beneath College Way between 
Herring Hall and Sewell Hall. 
College Way — part of the In-
ner Loop — was closed for most 
of the summer, and Laboratory 
Road — the other side of the Inner 
Loop — functioned as a two-way 
road. Major construction was com-
pleted Aug. 18, allowing College 
Way to reopen. Additional work on 
the sewer system will continue into 
September, Tomlinson said. 

The construction of greenhous-
es between Dell Butcher Hall and 
the Anderson Biology Building is 
scheduled td finish Aug. 31. 

Tomlinson said renovation of 
the third floor of the Anderson Bi-
ology Building throughout the fall 

semester will cause some closures 
of walkways. The changes will turn 
the floor into laboratory space, and 
an exterior walkway is being con-
verted into an interior one. 

Tomlinson said the conver-
sion of the sixth floor of Fondren 
Library to a study area will be 
finished in October. 

A $2-million project installed 
new four-pipe air conditioners and 
restored some of the original hard-
wood floors in Hanszen College's 
Old Section rooms, Ditman said. 

Ditman said Lovett College 
received double-fixture fluorescent 
lights and new shower heads and 
valves. The central section of Jones 
College received new bathroom 
sinks, faucets and air conditioning 
modifications to improve air quality. 

Tomlinson said the conversion 
of the basement and parts of the 
first floor of the Ryon Engineering 
Building to dry lab space will last 
more than a year. 

Tomlinson said upcoming 
projects include the conversion to 
dry lab space in the Mechanical 
Engineering Building beginning 
after Jan. 1. Improvements to the 
visitors center at Lovett Hall, such 
as carpet replacement and paint-
ing, will begin in September. 

W h a t do Courses in 
Poverty, Social Just ice, and 
H u m a n Capabil i t ies Offer? 

C h a l l e n g i n g A c a d e m i c s 

Women & Gender Studies 422: Gender and Global Economic Justice 
Instructor: Strassmann, Fall 2006 
Th i s course explores the persistence of gender inequality in societies 
around the world. W h a t arc the causes of this inequality? More 
generally, how can we best measure and understand poverty and human 
well-being? D o measures of national output and income status, such 
as gross domestic product ( G D P ) help us understand individual well-
being? 
T h e concept of human capabilities, developed by Amartya Sen and 
Mar tha Nussbaum, provides a new way of theorizing human well-being. 
T h e course examines this theory, and considers how gender relations 
and the organization of domestic life and work may contribute to the 
persistence of gender inequalities. 1 he course also examines connections 
with other inequalities, such as class, ethnicity, caste, race, and sexual 
orientation. Selected readings throughout the course consider policies 
designed to improve standards of living around the world and to enhance 
gender equity and women's political empowerment . 

Sociology 470: Urban Life and Systems 
Instructor: Emerson, Fall 2006 
Study of urban development, its systems, and life experiences of 
urbanites. Wil l pay particular attention to ways in which cities generate 
inequality, wealth and poverty. Course uses readings and weekly 
time spent in assigned neighborhoods. Students will conduct urban 
ethnographies and analysis through a series of guided assignments. 

English 342: T h e Nineteenth-Century Novel 
Instructor: Michic, Spring 2007 
A survev of the many genres of the nineteenth-century novel, this course 
will try to come to terms with some of the insistent questions posed by 
and through the fiction of the period, including responses to poverty and 
class conflict and the tension between public and private spheres. 1 his 
year we will emphasize the genre of the aptly named "social problem 
novel," writ ten to alert (usually middle-class) readers to the plight of the 
poor and disadvantaged. We will also he looking at the detective novel, 
the marriage plot novel, and the sensation novel on their own terms 
and for the insight they offer into social problems. Although this is a 
three-credit course, 1 will be offering a one-credit trailer, open to all but 
especially designed for students interest in the study of poverty, where 
we will look at non-fict ional sources dealing with various social problems 
and will think through their relation to the novel. 

History 468: Women and the Welfare State: Sexual Politics and 
American Poverty 
Instructor: Sneider, Spring 2007 
This course in the history of women and welfare focuses our attention 
on women's contributions to the growth of the welfare state and how 
welfare has been shaped by understandings of gender, race, and class. We 
begin by considering the history of women's benevolent associations and 
charity organizations prior to the Civil War. We then turn our attention 
to post-Civil War women's involvement with sett lement houses, unions, 
and missionary societies. Finally, we investigate the construction of need 
and ent i t lement through the Progressive era and the New Deal and pay 
particular attention to battles overprotective labor legislation and the 
institutionalization of welfare programs at the federal level. 

Summer Internships 
Students who have taken one of the four 
classes may apply for a summer internship 
that will allow them to combine course 
study and practical experience in the field 
working for a non-profit organization or 
charity. 
For the summer of2007, we will 
offer a number of paid internships o f 
$3,500 each. The internships will offer 
nationwide placement and the selection 
process will be competitive. 

These courses in Poverty, Social Justice, and Human 
Capabilities at Rice University offers a combination 
of academic studies and practical experience, focusing 
on fostering human development to alleviate poverty. 
Students who complete these courses are not only 
sensitive to the serious problem of poverty but also 
know what questions to ask so that their decisions 
as professionals and engaged citizens will impact 
favorably on impoverished communities and persons. 

These courses in Poverty, Social Justice and Human 
Capabilities are being assembled at Rice in an 
interdisciplinary manner for the first time this year. 
This approach was begun with support from the 
Bridgeway Foundation in Houston, Texas and in 
collaboration with the Shepherd Program for the 
Interdisciplinary Study of Poverty and Human 
Capability at Washington and Lee University. These 
courses are designed to supplement all majors and 
fulfill Rice University's mission to "[contribute] to the 
betterment of our world." 

School of Humanities 
Rice University 
MS 33 
P.O. Box 1892 
I Jouston, Texas 772S1-18t>2 RICE 
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Campanile editor in 
chief steps down 

Jones College junior Knstina 
McDonald has resigned es ( jn-
panile editor in chief. McDonald 
notified Student Media Adviser Jen 
Cooper (Will Rice '90) and 2005-'06 
Editor in Chief Teddy Bucher of 
her decision in a June e-mail. At 
the time, the editorial staff was 
completing the 2005-'06 yearbook, 
and work had not yet begun on this 
year's Campanile. 

McDonald, who was elected in 
February's General Elections and 
was Jones section editor for two 
years, said she stepped down for 
personal reasons. 

"I just did what I had to do be-
cause I thought it was the best thing 
for the Campanile," McDonald said. 
"I wanted them to have a good year-
book, and I wasn't sure that I was 
the right candidate anymore." 

The Student Associat ion's 
bylaws do not have a procedure 
about how to elect or appoint a 
blanket-tax head — such as the 
Campanile editor in chief—if one 
resigns. The bylaws also require an 
editor in chief to have at least one 
semester of experience working on 
the Campanile staff. 

SA Parliamentarian Chris War-
rington said without a procedure 
for this situation, a motion will 
be introduced at the SA Senate's 
first meeting to amend the bylaws 
to allow the SA president to fill 
a blanket-tax head vacancy by 
appointment. A bylaws change 
must be introduced at least five 
class days before senators vote 
on it. and a four-fifths approval by 
the senate is required to pass the 
motion. 

Warrington, a Jones College 
sophomore, said an appointment 
is preferable to a special election 

so blanket-tax organizations can 
fill vacancies more quickly. 

Cooper said Hanszen College 
•Mphomore Joseph Ramirez, who 
worked with her as a student 
media intern this summer, is the 
only student who has expressed 
interest in the position to her. 

Ramirez said he wants to be 
editor in chief because he enjoyed 
his work on the Campanile over 
the summer. 

— Risa Gordon 

English Professor 
named new Lovett RA 

English Professor Joshua 
Gonsalves was named Lovett 
College's newest resident associate 
Aug. 18 in a listserv e-mail Masters 
Bernard and Carolyn Aresu sent to 
the college. Gonsalves replaces RA 
Rick Spuler, a German lecturer, who 
announced in March he would end 
his term July 1. 

Lovet RA Joshua Gonsalves 

Lovett senior Jacki Craig, who 
was on the search committee, said 
the committee interviewed about 10 
candidates and submitted its topthree 
choices to the Aresus in April. 

N E W S I N B R I E F 

Although the committee had 
less time than usual to select its top 
candidates, Craig said she and the 
othermembers are happy with their 
choice. She said Search Committee 
Chair Taryn Roos (Lovett '06) put 
together a group that worked well 
together. Members conducted 
interviews during lunch and made 
the selection process a high priority 
during the last month of school, 
Craig said. 

Craig said Gonsalves' outgoing 
personality and humor impressed 
the committee. 

"He defini tely was really 
excited," Craig said. "He's fairly 
new to the Rice community, so he 
didn't really know about the college 
system, but he was very eager to 
learn about our traditions." 

Gonsalves, who has taught at 
Rice for one year, said he applied 
primarily because he wants to 
learn more about undergraduate 
life and the college system. Last 
semester, Gonsalves taught ENGL 
338: Survey of British Romanticism. 
He will teach ENGL 539: British 
Romantics this fall. 

"I just wanted to understand the 
culture of the students a bit more 
and not be separated from the 
campus as much," Gonsalves said. 
"[I want] a more unified experience 
as a teacher.. . a researcher... and 
an adviser." 

Gonsalves said he is looking 
forward to helping Lovett plan 
college events. 

"It seems there are a lot of 
complicated parties and events 
that have to be organized ," 
Gonsalves said. "I like the logistical 
organization process." 

Craig said Gonsalves' affinity for 
bikingwill benefit thecollegeduring 
Beer-Bike. She said Gonsalves also 
suggested holding a monthly movie 
night and discussion for the college. 
Gonsalves said he also likes to cook 
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Indian, Mexican and vegetarian 
dishes. 

Gonsalves moved in Aug. 17. 
— Risa Gordon 

Konisky to retire 
Jordan Konisky will retire as vice 

provost for research and graduate 
studies in June 2007. Konisky is in 
charge of all graduate studies pro-
grams, the Office of International 
Students and Scholars, the Office of 
Sponsored Research and the Office 
of Technology Transfer. 

Since he came to Rice in August 
1996, Konisky's job has changed to 
include more offices, and a further 
restructuring of the position is pos-
sible after his departure, President 
David Leebron said. 

"[Konisky! has done a great job 
of building the foundation, but as 
we move forward, we just want to 
make sure we have the best organi-
zation possible," Le ebron said. 

Leebron said he will probably 
conduct a national search for Koni-
sky's successor. The search does 
not have a set timeline, but a new 
vice provost will be hired before 
Konisky leaves, Leebron said. 

While Konisky was vice provost, 
sponsored research increased 
from $44 million to $75 million 
per year. Konisky said the growth 
of the sponsored research and 
technology transfer offices helped 
the faculty raise the additional 
money. 

Konisky also helped make 
commencement more meaningful 
for graduate students by adding a 
separate hooding ceremony the day 
before commencement at which 
faculty advisers hood their gradu-
ate students. In addition, graduate 
students now sit by department 
rather than alphabetically at com-
mencement. 

"The faculty seemed more 
excited than the students that they 
were hooding their own students," 
Konisky said. "1 remember 1 was 
hooded by my mentor, which 
meant a lot to me." 

Konisky said he also helped 
improvegraduate student life outside 
theclassroom. Heput in place gradu-
ate student parental leave policies and 
subsidies to help graduate students 
with Rice's health insurance plan. He 
also established a minimum salary 
for postdoctoral fellows and helped 
add them to Rice's retirement plan. 

Quillen named to vice 
provost position 

Increasing faculty diversity and 
defining new academic initiatives 
are the focuses of History Profes-
sor Carol Quillen's new position as 
vice provost for academic affairs. 
Quillen, also the director of the 
Boniuk Center for the Study and 
AdvancementofReligiousTolerence, 
succeeds Walter Isle, who will now 
cochair the Center for the Study of 
the Environment and Society. 

Quillen said the programs she is 
responsible for stem from President 
David Leebron's Vision for the 
Second Century. 

"I [will work] with faculty to 
clarify what our Asian Studies 
initiative should be and what our 
Latin American initiative should 
be," Quillen said. "I [will also be] 
learning more and more about what 
our energy initiative might be and 
thinking about how the university-
wide initiatives are going to work." 

Quillen said she also aims to 
improve communication between 
administrators, faculty and alumni. 

"We're a pretty small commu-
nity, but a lot of times communica-
tion between administrations and 
faculty and alumni isn't as good 
as it could be," Quillen said. "[It] 
will become really important as 
we move forward with some of the 
opportunities President Leebron 
and the provost are anxious to move 
forward on." 

Vice Provost for Research and 
Graduate Studies Jordan Konisky 

"Jordan has been an effective 
advocate for the graduate students, 
particularly, for example, around 
the issues of healthcare and health 
benefits, which have been a particu-
lar concern," Leebron said. 

Konisky said he is most proud of 
the visibility he brought to graduate 
students. 

Duringhisterm as vice provost, 
Konisky's position expanded to in-
clude several new offices. Until July 
1997, the Office of International 
Students and Scholars was part of 
Student Affairs, but it moved under 
the vice provost because many 
graduate students and postdoctoral 
fellows are international students, 
Konisky said. 

Konisky also created the Office 
of Technology Transfer in August 
1998, which helps Rice inventors 
license their inventions. 

— Sarah Maker 

Vice Provost of Academic Affairs 
Carol Quillen 

Provost Eugene Levy said 
improving diversity is a new com-
ponent of Quillen's position. Quil-
len said she will consider different 
kinds of diversity that affect faculty 
and students. 

"I'm thinking about diversity in 
all of its dimensions — everything 
from the compositional diversity 
of the student population to the 
importance of giving our students 
international experiences to the 
importance of recrui t ing and 
retaining faculty from underrep-
resented domestic minorities," 
Quillen said. 

Levy said a search committee 
of faculty and administrators chose 
Quillen from four Rice candidates. 

"(Quillen has] done an extraor-
dinary job pulling [the Boniuk 
Center] together, not only get-
ting it started but getting it well 
established and very effective," 
I^evy said. 'The other aspect in the 
selection was primarily the degree 
of thoughtfulness and clarity with 
which she was able to grapple with 
the challenges that will be part of 
her position." 

Isle could not be reached for 
comment. 

Quillen said she will continue to 
be the Boniuk Center's director but 
will not teach more than one course 
each semester. She said she is 
excited to join Rice's administration 
while it is implementing the V2C. 

"Rice is a great place, and we 
have the opportunity to become 
even better — it's fun to be a part 
of that," Quillen said. 

I jevy said Quillen's responsibilities 
also include improving the quality of 
the campus work environment. 

Qui l len jo ined t he Rice 
faculty in 1989and has taught classes 
including "ICarly Modern Europe," 
"(iender and Society in Early Mod-

http://www.AmperorDirect.com/Rice
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Many changes were made to the campus bookstore over the summer, 
including the addition of shelving, downstairs registers and a large window 
that faces Laboratory Road. 

Student center gets 
summer facelift 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The sweatshirt-wearing man-
nikins in the window of the 
Bookstore aren't the only new 
additions to the Student Center. 
Overhauls of the Bookstore and 
Sammy's Cafe top the list of 
summer changes to the Student 
Center. 

Bookstore renovations, fund-
ed mostly by Barnes and Noble, 
began after commencement and 
ended in early August. The store 
added a window to the exterior 
wall facing Laboratory Road, and 
administrative offices moved to 
the store's basement. 

Bookstore Manager Helen 
Williams said the renovations 
create a more friendly, profes-
sional atmosphere and are the 
best changes in ten years. 

"It's a cleaner look, a more 
Rice look," Williams said. 

Four cash reg i s t er s were 
installed in the basement of the 
store, which will allow textbooks 
to be purchased more quickly, 
Housing and Dining Director 
Mark Ditman said. People will 
also be able to enter and exit the 
store in the basement. 

Student Center Director Boyd 
Beckwith said extra space will let 
families visit the Bookstore dur-
ing orientations more easily. 

"In the past, it's always been 
horrendous to pack all the par-
ents in there at once," Beckwith 
said. "Now I think it'll be a little 
bit better because there's a lot 
more room to walk around. It 

looks a lot more befitting to a 
school like Rice than the previous 
space did." 

Rice paid for several renova-
tions that had not been initially 
planned. Ditman and Williams 
declined to comment on the total 
cost of the renovation. 

The first renovation to Sam-
my's Cafe since the late 1990s 
began after c o m m e n c e m e n t 
and ended Aug. 1. Renovations 
included new flooring, brighter 
lighting and fresh paint. 

Beckwith said Sammy's ser-
vice will expand in the fall to 
include dinner and more food 
options. 

Ditman said retained earnings 
from Thirteenth Street and Sam-
my's funded the renovations. 

With the move of Career Ser-
vices and the Office of Alumni Af-
fairs from the second floor of the 
Student Center to the O'Connor 
House, several other offices will 
take their place. 

The Community Involvement 
Center and the Center for Civic 
Engagement will move into Ca-
reer Services' old space by the 
end of the fall semester, Beckwith 
said. 

The Student Center's admin-
istrative offices will move into 
Alumni Affairs' old office, mak-
ing room for a 24-hour graduate 
student lounge in the basement 
of the Student Center. 

Other Student Center changes 
include the re-upholstering of the 
furniture outside Willy's Pub and 
the addition of a ping-pong table 
and a foosball table to the Pub. 

Coming Fall 2006 

The Department of 

Mechanical Engineering & Materials Science 

MECH 524 
Engineering Mathematical 
and Numerical Methods 

Elements of linear algebra, linear operators, systems of linear 

differential equations for discrete physical systems, calculus 

of variations, partial differential equations, Green's functions, 

examples from solid and fluid mechanics, discretization of 

continuous systems, finite element method. 

Instructor 
Professor Ray Bowen 

Distinguished Visiting Professor of Mechanical L ngineenng, 
Rice University 

President Emeritus, Texas A&M University 

For more information please contact the Mechanical 

Engineering and Materials Science Office at 713.348.4906. 

Rice's first Cooke scholars 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Breck Garrett Qones '06) and 
Mariam Chughtai (Lovett '05) were 
named Rice's first recipients of the 
Jack Kent Cooke scholarship July 
3. The scholarship provides up to 
$50,000 per year for up to six years 
of graduate school. 

Any U.S. college or university 
can nominate two candidates to the 
foundation, which then chooses 77 
winners. This year, Rice and the 
University of Washington were the 
only schools with two recipients. 

The scholarship was estab-
lished in 2000 through the will of 
Jack Kent Cooke, a media mogul 
most well known for his ownership 
of the Los Angeles Lakers and the 
Washington Redskins. 

The selection criteria include 
academic strength, extracurricu-
lar activities and financial need. 
The amount awarded to each stu-
dent varies with other financial aid 
awarded and the cost of graduate 
education. 

Garrett, former Jones College 
president, will use the scholarship 
for law school at Indiana University. 
Garrett graduated with degrees in 
history and sociology, and as an 
undergraduate, he held interviews 
and led tours for the Admissions Of-
fice and was a disc jockey for KrRlJ. 
He also conducted sociology re-
search on the death penalty. 

Garrett said his work experi-
ence contributed to his selection. 
While in elementary school, he 
began working at his parents' 
shoestore and has been working 
since. 

"[The foundation] is just look-
ing for hard workers," Garrett 
said. "[Cooke] was a door-to-door 
salesman and eventually became 
a multi-millionaire." 

Former Fel lowships Direc-

— — -

Breck Garrett 

tor Mauro D e Lorenzo said 
Garrett's leadership experience 
also helped. 

"It's just really clear how strong 
and natural a leader [Garrett] is 
and how much adversity he has 
overcome in his life to succeed at 
a high level," De Lorenzo said. 

Chughtai will use the schol-
arship to complete a one-year 
master's degree in international 
education policy at Harvard Uni-
versity and then obtain a doctoral 
degree. Chughtai said having the 
grant will allow her to work for a 
non-profit while she is in school. 

In the year since she graduated, 
Chughtai has worked with the 
Pakistani government on primary 
school reforms and as the fund-
ing coordinator for the Al-Shifa 
Foundation of North America, a 
non-profit that treats the indigent 
blind in Pakistan. 

Chughtai, who came to Rice 
from Pakistan, said she wants to 
study education in developing 
countries, particularly South Asia 
and Pakistan. She said she wants 
to help educate poor people who 
cannot afford to go to college in 
western countries. 

Mariam Chughtai 

Chughtai said her award and 
future work will be a reflection on 
her learning at Rice, both within 
and outside the classroom 

"Whatever change I make, Rice 
University and the Rice students I 
have known will have a part in it," 
Chughtai said. 

De Ixirenzo said six students 
applied to his office for the scholar-
ship nomination. Some interested 
students did not apply because of 
the foundation's strict financial 
need criteria, he said. 

A faculty committee evaluated 
the applicants and selected Garrett 
and Chughtai as the two with the 
strongest academic records and 
greatest commitment to public 
service, De Lorenzo said. 

Garrett said he encourages 
students to apply for scholarships 
even if they do not have perfect 
academic records. 

"The qualifications are that you 
have to have a 3.5 GPA, so I would 
encourage everyone to apply," Gar-
rett said. "In the past, people felt 
that if they didn't have a 4.0, they 
couldn't apply, but I certainly didn't 
have a 4.0. Anyone who can apply 
should apply." 
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Trustees committed to remaining 
in Division I-Abut also announced 
Rice's annual support for athletics 
should be gradually reduced. Presi-
dent David Leebron said athletics 
currently spends about $12 million 
more than it earns annually. 

Del Conte said his background 
in business and development will 
build upon the foundation May 
laid for athletic success by hiring 
talented coaches. 

"Athletics now has become 
more of a business model," Del 
Conte said. "My talents mirror the 
needs and wants of Rice today, and 
Bobby's talents met the needs and 
wants of Rice's yesteryear." 

Del Conte has a master's degree 
in education administration from 
Washington State University and 
a bachelor's degree in sociology 
from the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. 

Search Committee and Board of 
Trustees member Bucky Allshouse 
(Wiess 71) said the committee 
considered about 45 candidates. 
Allshouse said he could not com-
ment further on the search due to 
a confidentiality agreement Search 
Committee Chair Bobby Tudor 
(Hanszen '82) could not be reached 
for comment. 

Del Conte declined to comment 
on the terms of his contract. 

Allshouse said Del Conte's 
age — he is 38 years old — and 
energy will help him raise money. 

"We have to manage our budget 
and costs like everyone does and 
raise funds, and we have to get 
people enthusiastic and back in the 
stadiums," Allshouse said. 

Assistant Associate Athletic 
Director for Development Paul 
Sutera said he is looking forward 
to working with Del Conte because 
he has a vision and understands 

Athletic Director Chris Del Conte at Rice Stadium. 
MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Sutera's daily challenges as a 
fundraiser. 

"We'll have a strategic plan in 
place, and so we'll have measurable 
goals to achieve and steps and ways 
to get there," Sutera said. 

Athletics 
Del Conte started working for 

Arizona in 1999. While he was 
there, he raised $6.5 million in 
varsity athlete scholarships and 
supervised fundraising to build a 
$13-million athletics pavilion with 
workout rooms, a medical treat-
ment room and athletics honors 
displays. Del Conte also oversaw 

many of the athletic department's 
revenue operations, such as mar-
keting, corporate sales and the 
ticket office. He led "Campaign 
Arizona for the Student-Athlete," 
which raised more than $120 mil-
lion in six years. 

In 2003, Del Conte was pro-
moted to one of three senior 
associate athletic director positions, 
and his responsibilities expanded to 
include co-management of varsity 
sports daily operations and supervi-
sion of external operations. 

At Arizona, athletics oper-
ated a $40 million budget, and 
when Del Conte left, athletics 

Rice University Career Services Center 

o « , v e A 
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Proudly Announces the 

2006-2007 
Career Advisors 

o n , v 

Baker 
Meredith Chu 

Dionella Martinez 

Oliver Phillips 

Caitlin Rexses 

Julia Siple 

Sara Zampierin 

Brown 
Geng Chen 

Allison Conner 

Kavi Devulapalli 

Sara Hampton 

Claire Randall 

Megan Scarborough 

Jessica Schancupp 

Rahul Suresh 

Hanszen 
Elaine Chang 

Nancy Lin 

Brian Mothersole 

Heather Pearce 

Kirby Pulikowski 

Althea Tupper 

Jake Winter 

Diana Yen 

Jones Lovett 
Laura Arjona Pamela Mathai 

Emilie Chu Mariko (Victoria) Wei 

Josh Hesterman* Schuylcr Woods 

Sally Johnson Yi-Lun (Diana) Wu 

Kirstin Doyle-Cooney 

M artel 
Matt Hutchinson 

Alley Lyles 

Julie Mani 

Deepa Panchang 

Rachel Trube 

Geraldine Young 

Sid Rich 
Denise Bear 

Julie Liao 

Tony Liu 

Cleo Sham 

Nicole Vera 

Wiess 
Tiffany Abdullahi 

Lrika Allen 

Laura Campo 

Adrielle Fry 

Will Rice 
Sabina Bharwani 

Clint Corcoran 

Maggy Taylor 

Susel Perez 

~Career Advisors serve as peer counselors in their colleges an J as resources 
for career and campus recruiting information. * Head Coordinator 06-07 

Don't miss having your resume reviewed at RESUMANIA in 
the RMC Lobby September 5 f \ 6,h, 7th from 3-5PM and 

September 5,h 6-8PM at O'Connor House. 

was generating $28 million of it, 
about twice the amount as when 
he started, Del Conte said. 

Del Conte said he wants to 
create conditions for teams to win 
championships. For this reason, 
one of his primary goals is renovat-
ing 56-year-old Autry Court Such 
a renovation would enable the 
basketball teams to win more and 
generate more revenue, he said. 

"(A sport] becomes a revenue 
sport if you treat it first class," 
Del Conte said. 

While Del Conte was at Arizona, 
the men's basketball team made 
a trip to the NCAA Final Four in 
2001 and became one of the top 
five revenue-producing programs 
in Division I-A. Del Conte said 
Rice sporting events can become 
a more popular destination among 
Houstonians. A better experience 
at Rice athletic events will cause 
visitors to return for more games, 
Del Conte said. The experience not 
only includes winning, but also the 
quality of the facilities, restrooms 
and concessions. 

"We need to make [Autry 
Court] a beacon of what Rice is 
about," Del Conte said. "(Right 
now], it's not indicative of world 
class. It's not indicative of what 
this university stands for." 

Del Conte said the football team 
will be more successful when it 
plays games against school® like 
Rice, such as Stanford University, 
Duke University, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and Wake Forest University. 
Currently, the non-conference sched-
ule is so difficult it risks injuries and 
does not help the team prepare for 
conference games, Del Conte said. 

"We have to play Texas every 
year because [President] Kennedy 
told us to [in his 1962 speech at 
Rice Stadium] — other than that, 
we have to play like schools," Del 
Conte said. 

This year, the football team will 
face the University of California-
Los Angeles, 3rd-ranked Texas 
and llth-ranked Florida State 
University in its second, third and 
fourth games of the season. I-arge, 
high-profile programs pay athletics 
more money for a game than do 
smaller programs. 

Del Conte said he will begin 
phasing out games against high-
profile teams but must set up a 
new revenue source first. As Rice's 
teams win against similar teams, 
attendance will increase, replacing 
the lost revenue from high-profile 
programs, Del Conte said. 

Increasing attendance at athletic 
events is an area with which Del 
Conte has experience. Between 
2003 and 2004, the ranking of Arizo-
na's football attendance increased 
from No. 50 to No. 33. 

Del Conte said a personal ap-
proach to marketing can help 
increase attendance and the team's 
revenue, both through ticket sales 
and donations. Early this month, 
football, soccer and volleyball players 
went door-to-door in neighborhoods 
near campus offering residents cou-
pons for discounted football tickets. 
At Arizona, more than (30 percent of 
donors are non-alumni community 
members, Del Conte said. 

At Arizona, Del Conte set a goal 
of trying to raise 360 monetary gifts 
per year, and he said he will set simi-
lar goals for Rice's fundraisers. 

"What we were able to do at 
Arizona ... was putting an em-
phasis on the idea that you need 
to get out from behind the chair 
and go ask and go meet people and 
sell your vision, sell your vision." 
Del Conte said. "There's nothing 
magical about it — it's just making 
it important." 

But in addition to raising rev-
enue, Del Conte said his foremost 
responsibility is to varsity athletes. 

"[Athletic directors] provide 
[coaches] with all the tools necessary, 
because the coaches work for the 
student-athletes," Del Conte said. "We 
always put theathletesfirst, and what-
ever they need to be successful on tin-
playing field or in theclassroom is the 
responsibility of the coaches and my 
responsibility to them." 

Arizona Athletic Director Jim 
Livengood said this concern for 
athletes will make Del Conte a 

good athletic director. 
"He's an incredible student-ath-

lete advocate," Livengood said. "He 
really cares about the students." 

Del Conte said the most impor-
tant measures of success to him are 
the varsity athlete experience at 
Rice — including graduation rates 
and quality of education — and 
the way in which athletes conduct 
themselves on and off the field. 

President David Leebron said 
Del Conte's emphasis on varsity 
athlete education makes him a 
good fit for Rice. 

" ( D e l C o n t e ] r e c o g -
nizes our c o m m i t m e n t to 
the scholar-a th le te — that 
is, [athletes] who are really stu-

dents and who are going to gradu-
ate," Leebron said. "He's focused 
on winning, but winning in the 
context of Rice values." 

Student Involvement 
Del Conte said he hopes to 

increase student interest in and 
involvement with varsity athletics, 
and he already has plans to do so. 

"One of the things I've learned is 
we need to do a better job in Athlet-
ics of allowing the students access 
to the facilities," Del Conte said. 

To that end, with the Recre-
ation Center closed for yearly 
maintenance Aug. 5-20, Del Conte 
opened the varsity athlete weight 
room to students weekdays in the 
late afternoon during that period. 
In addition, Del Conte said he is 
open to intramural teams using Rice 
stadium and other athletics venues 
when they are available. 

"You can use those things be-
cause we're one Rice," Del Conte 
said. "We're reaching out to say, if 
you need to use one of our athletic 
facilities — as long as student-ath-
letes are not in there—they shou Id 
be used by our students." 

Del Conte also said athletics will 
play moviesThursday nights on the 
stadium's new Jumbotron for stu-
dents and community members. 

Leebron said he thinks Del 
Conte will bring varsity athletes 
and other students together. 

"We are in a position to integrate 
athletics into the experience as a 
whole," Leebron said. "We're not a 
campus with athletics ... as some 
separate endeavor with separate 
kinds of students. I think he found 
that exciting." 

Del Conte said he will encourage 
varsity athletes to get more involved 
in campus life. For example, in-sea-
son varsity athletes participated in 
Orientation Week activities more 
this week than they have in past 
years. At the rally held at the sta-
dium Tuesday, football players from 
each college handed out T-shirts 
and introduced themselves to the 
new students at their colleges. 

Recruitment 
Del Conte said Rice's high aca-

demic standards are a recruiting 
strength, and one of his goals is to 
convince academically and athleti-
cally talented students that they can 
be admitted to Rice. 

"[If] you want to play at the 
highest level, compete at the high-
est level, then Rice should be your 
option," Del Conte said. "That's my 
vision — my belief that if a kid is 
a phenomenal football player and 
wants to compete at the highest 
level academically and athletically, 
the choice should come down be-
tween Rice and Stanford." 

Del Conte said he was eager 
to take the job at Rice — even 
though his family was settled in 
Arizona — because Rice combines 
excellent academics with competi-
tive athletics. His wife, Robin Ward, 
was a mathematics professor in the 
University of Arizona's College of 
Education, and the couple has two 
daughters, five-year-old Sienna and 
three-year-old Sophia. 

"Wehadagood time there—it's 
b i t t e r swee t that we leave 
Arizona — but it's the right time 
for us," Del Conte said. "It's a 
great institution, we enjoyed our 
time there, but the future is bright 
here at Rice." 

Dylan Farmer contributed to 
this report. 
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Del Conte brings new faces to senior staff 
by Dylan Farmer 

1HRESHKR EDrTORIAL STAFF 

Athletics Director Chris Del 
Conte is not the only senior employee 
new to the Athletic Department this 
summer. David Sayler is the new 
senior executive athletic director, 
replacing Steve Moniaci. Russell 
Dean replaces former Marketing 
Director Mike Pede, and Chuck Pool 
replaces former Sports Information 
Director Bill Cousins. 

Del Conte said he hired people 
who bring their own ideas to athlet-
ics. 

"What you don't want to do is 
bring in people who are tyes' people," 
Del Conte said. "You want to bring in 
people who are team people." 

In his new position, Sayler works 
directly with coaches and adminis-
trators and manages daily internal 
affairs and budget operations. He 
began July 26. 

Sayler was previously the associ-
ate athletic director for business op-
erations at Oregon State University. 
For two years, he was responsible for 
OSU's athletic budget and managing 
the costs and revenues of individual 
sports. Before that, Sayler worked 
for two years at Bowling Green State 
University, overseeing athletic busi-
ness operations. 

Sayler said he aims to help 
improve Rice's reputation nation-
ally while spending within the 
department's budget In addition, he 
said he will work on improving the 
interactions between varsity athletes 
and other students. 

"We want to involve people," 
Sayler said. "We don't want campus 
to end when you get to the football 
stadium." 

Del Conte announced Wednesday 
the athletic department had hired 
Chuck Pool to be Rice's sports infor-
mation director. Pool has experience 
with professional and college athletics 
programs. For five years, he worked 
in the University of Nebraska's sports 
information department, where he 
was involved with gymnastics and 
swimming media relations. He then 
worked in minor league baseball for 
the media relations departments of 
the Houston Astros and Florida 
Marlinsorganizations. Most recently, 
he has worked on the committees of 
the Rotary Ijombardi Award for col-
lege football linemen and the Roger 
Clemens Award for college baseball 
pitching. 

Pool said he is looking forward 
to the challenge of competing with 
Houston's professional sports teams 
for fans. 

"We really have to get the story 
out about what's going on in the 
Athletics Department and let that 
story be told in a very competitive 
market," Pool said. 

Dean worked with Del Conte 
at the University of Arizona for two 
years before he came to Rice. As 
marketing director, he will focus on 
expanding Rice's fan base in Houston, 
especially among West University 
residents. 

"There are so many people so 
close to campus that we can fill up 
all of our facilities without having to 
venture over very far. and that's an 
incredible opportunity," Dean said. 

Dean said he had success in-
creasing ticket sales while working 
at Tulane University, where he 
doubled football ticket sales be-
tween the 2(X)2 and 2003 seasons. 

Outgoing staff 
Del Conte said he asked Cousins, 

Moniaci and Pede to resign. Athlet-
ics announced the resignations 
July 19. 

"All three of them are great 
people," Del Conte said. "They were 
here a long time, but [we had) to 
make changes. ... I asked them to 
leave in the context that it was not 
that they did a bad job. it was to ... 
move forward and make changes 
that were right for Rice." 

Moniaci worked at Rice 26 years, 
beginning as the promotions director 
and executive director of the Owl 
Club. He was promoted to operations 
director and in May2001, former Ath-

ASTANFORDI . I 

1 biodesign 

ANNOUNCING: 

Senior Executive Athletic Director 
David Sayler 

letic Director Bobby May (Will Rice 
'65) named Moniaci senior associate 
athletic director, the number-two 
position in the department 

Moniaci said his views and others' 
were becoming incompatible in the 
time before his departure. Moniaci 
said he enjoyed working as associate 
athletic director because he liked 
interacting with varsity athletes. 

"I had a pretty open door policy, 
and a lot of athletes would stop by my 
office, and I'd see how they were d o 
ing and check up on them," Moniaci 
said. "That's the reason I came to 
Rice and the reason I stayed there 
for 26 years." 

Marketing Director Russell Dean 

Cousins was a 23-year Rice 
employee who began as assistant 
SID before becoming SID in 1984. 
Cousins said he enjoyed working 
at Rice because of its emphasis on 
educating varsity athletes. 

"I liked working at a place where 
I didn't have to apologize for mis-
conduct of student-athletes every 
day," Cousins said. "I liked working 
at a place that had the priority of 
education." 

Pede was at Rice for nearly 13 
years, beginning as the marketing 
director. His job expanded to include 
media relations, licensing, athletic-
promotions, radio and television. 

2007-2006 Biodesign Innovation 
Fellowships 

Learn the process of biomedical technology 
innovation through an intensive fellowship at 
Stanford University. 

Fellows learn - by doing - the key stages of the 
biodesign process: identification and verification of 
clinical needs, invention, prototyping, patenting, 
early-stage testing, regulatory and reimbursement, 
planning and financing. 

Application Deadlines: 
Clinicians: September 30, 2006 
All Others: November 30. 2006 

Apply Online: http://innovation.stanford.edu/ 

Further information contact: 
biodesiqn@stanford.edu 
[Tel: 650 736 1160 
Fax: 650 724 8696 

History Department - Fall 2006 - New Courses 

Hist 134 20TH CENTURY CHINESE WOMEN 
H I S T O R Y F R E S H M A N S E M I N A R : C H I N E S E W O M E N IN T H E 2 0 T H C E N T U R Y 

Anne Chao, Graduate Instructor 
W r i t i n g s e m i n a r in h i s t o r y w h i c h e x p l o r e s the v a r i o u s r o l e s o f C h i n e s e w o m e n as in te l l ec tua l s , 
revo lut ionar ies , Mary Fourth writers , migrant w o r k e r s and pol i t ica l act iv is ts . L i m i t e d enro l lment . 

M W F 1 1:00 AM - 1 1:50 AM 

Hist 135 AMERICA & THE WORLD 
H I S T O R Y F R E S H M A N S E M I N A R : A M E R I C A A N D T H E W O R L D 

A n n Z i k e r , G r a d u a t e I n s t r u c t o r 

Wri t ing s e m i n a r in h i s tory w h i c h o f f e r s an o v e r v i e w o f A m e r i c a n Fore ign p o l i c y and o v e r s e a s mi l i tary 

in tervent ions in the 20th century. Special e m p h a s i s will he p laced on crit ical ly apprais ing the nature, a ims , 

and uses o f A m e r i c a n p o w e r in the modern world. T o p i c s wil l inc lude U.S . p o l i c y in Southeas t As ia , t h e 

Middle East and Central Amer ica . Limited enrol lment . 

TTH 1:00 PM - 2 : 2 0 PM 

Hist 137 SCIENCE & RELIGION 
H I S T O R Y F R E S H M A N S E M I N A R : S C I E N C E A N D R E L I G I O N 

Carl P e a r s o n , L e c t u r e r 

Freshman writing seminar will examine the relationship between science (conceived broadly) and religion in western history. 
Topics include the trial of Galileo, arguments about God's relationship to the world, natural theology and design arguments, 
"scientific" linguistics and the science of racc, animal-human hybrids, "stewardship o f the earth" environmentalism, 
technologies of conception and Jewish law. Limited enrollment. 

TH 2:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

Hist 227 COLONIAL LATIN AMERICA 
Lopcz-Alonso, Visiting Assistant Professor 

Survey of Latin America from I4 l)2 to the 1820's, including the European background and major New World indigenous 
ci\ ili/ations. Primary focus on the region s economy, society, culture and politics by examining pre-C olumbian societies, 
impact of conquest and colonization, colonial political econom). s la \e systems and indigenous peasantries, and the collapse 
of Iberian colonialism. 

MWF 9:00 AM - 9:50 AM 

Hist 265 AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
N O R T H A M E R I C A IN T H E A G E O F R E V O L U T I O N . 1 7 6 3 - 1 7 8 9 

R e b e c c a G o e t z , A s s i s t a n t P r o f e s s o r 

A n o v e r v i e w o f the A m e r i c a n Revo lu t ion from its b e g i n n i n g s as a co lonia l protest to its t rans lormat ion i n t o 

a m o v e m e n t s e e k i n g i n d e p e n d e n c e Irom Britain. A l s o e x a m i n e s d i f f erences o v e r the m e a n i n g and legacv of 

the Revo lut ion in the new Republ ic , w ith cons iderat ion o f its s i g n i f i c a n c e for the Atlantic World as we l l . 

MWF 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM 
i 

Hist 325 MEXICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
Jose Pastrano, HRC Postdoctoral Fellow 

Lecture course will examine Mexican Americans in the context of their everyday lives to reconstruct their 
worldviews, values, and habits in order to evaluate their response to the changing economic, social, and 
political relations determined by the evolution of American capitalism. 

TTH 1.00 PM - 2:20 PM 

' L 

http://innovation.stanford.edu/
mailto:biodesiqn@stanford.edu
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Sims named new 
fellowships director 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Former Truman Scholar 
Kellie Sims Butler (Ph.D 
'04) has discovered a way to 
turn her hobby into a career. 
Butler is the new director of 
fellowships and research, 
following Mauro de Lorenzo, 
who left Aug. 1 as he planned 
when he took the job one 
year ago. 

While a political science 
professor at Pennsylvania 
State University, Butler found 
time to help inner-city stu-
den t s with scho la r sh ips 
and college preparat ion. 
Butler said she is eager 
to share her passion for 
working with students by 
helping Rice students, par-
ticularly those interested in 
studying abroad. 

"In each stage of my life, 
as I've grown from an experi-
ence and benefited from an 
experience, I've wanted to 
share that with others who 
came behind me," Butler 
said. Butler was named a 
1994 Truman Scholar as 
an undergraduate at Texas 
A&M University. 

Adviser to the Dean of 
Undergraduates MattTaylor 
(Ph.D. '92), who chaired 
the search committee, said 
Butler has a unique mix of 
experiences as a scholarship 
winner, faculty member and 
Rice graduate student. He 
said Butler's background as 
a professor will help her. 

"She has the ability to 
work with faculty to identify 
students who might be good 
candidates,"Taylorsaid. "[De 
Lorenzo] partnered with fac-
ulty, [which had] a dramatic 
impact on students who won 
major awards. [Butler] will 
have instant legitimacy with 
the faculty and will be able to 
do the same thing." 

In the year De Lorenzo 
was director, five students 
won Fulbright scholarships, 

three won Watson Travel 
fellowships and another won 
a Rhodes scholarship. The 
previous year, three students 
won Fulbrights, but none 
received Rhodes or Watson 
Travel awards. 

Butler will be able to relate 
to Rice students in particular, 
Taylor said. 

"She has an appreciation 
for research, and she has 
a great enthusiasm for un-
dergraduates," Taylor said. 
"We really tried to focus in 
on someone who would have 
the sort of energy and inter-
est in working with students 
one-on-one." 

Taylor said 31 people 
applied for the position, of 
which about 15 were seriously 
considered. The committee 
conducted eight phone in-
terviews and invited three of 
those candidates to interview 
on campus, Taylor said. 

The research component of 
Butler's job is new to the posi-
tion.TaylorsaidtheFellowships 
Office will be home to a Web 
site database listing research 
opportunities across campus, 
and he hopes the database 
will be active early in the 
fall semester. 

Students are not required 
to visit Butler to locate or 
begin a research opportunity 
on campus, Taylor said. 

Butler said she looks 
forward to helping students 
discover their career goals 
and interests in the course 
of completing scholarship 
applications. 

"Even previous applicants 
would agree that it's not really 
the winning, but it's the pro-
cess of going through the ap-
plication and self-evaluation 
[that is most rewarding]," 
Butler said. 

Butler said shealso intends 
to strengthen connections 
with other student services, 
such as academic advising, 
career services and the study 
abroad office. 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Where there is smoke damage... 
Mid-afternoon Thursday, a third-floor chemistry lab in George R. Brown Hall caught fire. A member of the lab 
quickly pulled a fire alarm, and the occupants evacuated immediately. The Houston Fire Department arrived 
quickly and was able to contain the blaze before It caused any major damage to the building. The cause of 
the fire and extent of the damage are under investigation. 

Grant to fund global health courses 
by Sarah Baker 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

International health problems 
will br ing S / E s and academs 
together beginning this fall. 

Rice is beginning the Beyond 
Traditional Borders program, a 
series of four courses that will 
challenge students to design solu-
tions to global health problems. 
The Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute will fund the first four 
years of the program through a 
$2.2 million grant. The grant will 
also allow some of the program 
participants to travel to develop-
ing countries. 

"Our goal was to come up with 
real challenges and to have stu-
dents addressing them throughout 
their whole time at Wee," Bio-
engineering Department Chair 

ACTIVITIES FAIR! 
Friday, September 1st, 2006 

12:30 PM-4 PM 

STUDENT CENTER 
GRAND HALL & RAY COURTYARD 

Stop by to learn about the clubs and 
activities available to you at Rice! 

DON'T MISSIT! 
For more information, e-mail Holly Williams 

at hollyw@rice.edu 

Rebecca Richards-Kortum, who 
applied for the grant, said. 

The program will begin with an 
introductory class open to all stu-
dents from all years and majors. 

"The goal of the [introductory] 
class is to give an overview of 
global health problems and how 
you design new solutions to those 
problems," Richards-Kortum said. 

After completing the one-semes-
ter introductory course, continuing 
students will be divided into two 
groups — one for engineering 
and science majors and one for 
other majors — for one-semester 
second and third-year courses. The 
courses for science and engineer-
ing students will be Metabolic 
Engineering for Global Health En-
vironments and Bioengineering 
for Global Health Engineering. 
The courses for non-science ma-
jors will be Bioengineering and 
World Health and Introduction to 
Biotechnology. All the courses are 
still being developed. Participants 
will come together as seniors to 
complete group projects during a 
year-long course. 

Richards-Kortum said she will 
apply to the Faculty Senate to make 
the program a minor. 

The introductory course will 
be offered in the spring, and the 
second- and third-year classes 
will first be offered in Fall 2007, 
Richards-Kortum said. The se-
nior course is being offered this 
semester without prerequisites, 
Richards-Kortum said. 

Wiess College junior Christina 
I^gos, who took Richard-Kor turn's 
BIOE 301: Bioengineering and 
Global Health class, which will 
become one of the courses in 
the program, said a defined set 
of global health courses will help 
students. 

"I've taken classes in inter-
national health at Rice, some of 
which were very hard to identify 
because there was never really a 
major track," I.agos said. 

Professors from different dis-
ciplines — including humanities 
and social sciences — as well as 
professionals from M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center, Baylor College of 
Medicine and the University of 
Texas School of Public Health will 
be guest lecturers for the courses, 
Richards-Kortum said. 

Lagos said the program will 
help bridge the gaps between 
students in different majors. 

"Sometimes there's a concep-

tion that there's a division between 
the science and humanities stu-
dents," Lagos said. "This is one 
of the first ways that we're going 
to be able to collaborate." 

Richards-Kortum said the prob-
lems presented to the students will 
be realistic. 

"We've worked a lot with some 
of the international health outreach 
programs in the medical center to 
identify real design challenges 
that come from clinics in Africa 
or Eastern Europe or Mexico, so 
the students get a real problem," 
Richards-Kortum said. 

Richards-Kortum said young 
doctors working in developing 
countries with the Baylor School 
of Medicine Pediatric AIDS Corps 
will mentor students enrolled in the 
senior-level design course. Each 
student will study a problem in his 
or her mentor's country. 

"When students have questions 
about what are the constraints 
in Malawi, we've got a person in 
Malawi who's agreed to mentor 
them and be in contact with them," 
Richards-Kortum said. 

Students in the program will 
also have the opportunity to travel 
to those countries. Richards-Kor-
tum said the grant provides fund-
ing to send 25 students overseas for 
a summer mentorship program. 

Dean of Engineering Sallie 
Keller-McNulty said the program 
will help students understand the 
engineering and cultural issues in 
global health. 

"It's one thing to have a new 
gadget that you can use in a diag-
nostic way, and it's another thing 
to take that gadget into Africa and 
into a clinic in Africa under the 
conditions there and actually get it 
to work," Keller-McNulty said. 

Richards-Kortum said the pro-
gram will also help graduate stu-
dents and post-doctorate fellows 
practice teaching as some of the 
grant money will pay the salaries of 
those who teach the global health 
courses at Rice. 

The grant also provided mon-
ey for an outreach component 
through which Rice faculty have 
designed global health courses 
for middle school and high school 
students. Over the summer, teach-
ers from Houston Independent 
School District schools were given 
a professional development course 
about teaching global health. This 
fall, two HISD schools will offer 
the course. 

mailto:hollyw@rice.edu
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WRITING 
From page 1 

a Rice classroom during Orientation 
Week and received grades without 
any comments. 

Forman said enough sections of 
ENGL 108 will be added between this 
semesterand next semesterfor every 
new student who failed the exam to 
take the course this year. Forman 
said he was very pleased with the 
way the exam went this year. 

"I'm convinced that more atten-
tion was paid to every single essay 
this year than has ever happened in 
the past and that our freshmen will 
get more helpful comments than they 
received in the past," Forman said. 

In April, Forman selected Direc-
tor of Managerial Communication 
Deborah Barrett to take over the 
English Composition Cxam from 
the English Department. Barrett 
also works with the CAIN Project, 
which aims to improve engineering 
students' communication skills. 

Barrett decided to keep Rice 
enrolled in the MIT project — in 
order to use the program's online 
technology. MIT offered the use of 
its graders last year as a favor to Rice 
in its first year in the consortium, so 
Barrett decided to use Rice graduate 
students as graders this year. Barrett 
selected 21 graduate students of 32 
who applied based on resumes and 
writing samples. Mostofthegraders 
were from the history department, 
butthe English, philosophy, econom-
ics and linguistics departments were 
also represented. When the English 
department ran the exam, only 
English graduate students graded. 
This year, Barrett said, graders were 
paid $40 an hour and spent 30 to 40 
minutes grading each essay. 

Using its own graders allowed 
Rice to not only set its own grading 
standards, but also to use its own es-
say topics. Last year and in previous 
years, the exam called for students 
to write one argumentative essay 
on a popular topic covered in given 
articles. This year, another essay was 

added. Students were asked to read a 
set of articles and write an analytical 
summary. 

In another change, students were 
able to choose from three different 
weeklong timeframes to take the 
exam: one in June, one in July and 
one in August, Barrett said. Students 
first registered online on a specified 
day. Two days later, they downloaded 
articles for both essays. Two days 
after that, they would sign on to get 
their writing prompts. Finally, two to 
three days later, they uploaded their 
essays. The question topics varied 
each month, Barrett said. The three 
argumentative essay topics were on 
radio frequency identification, com-
puter technology in the classroom 
and podcasting. The analytical essay 
topics were sleep and adolescence, 
nutrition and health, and robotics in 
space exploration. 

Barrett said all but about 50 of 
the incoming students required to 
take the test did so in one of the 
three summer periods. Those who 
did not made up the exam during 
Orientation Week and will not re-
ceive the results of the exam until 
after classes begin. Barrett said the 
analytical summary was more dif-
ficult than the argumentative essay, 
and its addition contributed to this 
year's drop in scores. Nevertheless, 
both assignments were demanding, 
she said. 

"The articles they had to use 
were different and tended to be on 
topics we felt students should know 
something about, but they tended to 
be pretty complex," Barrett said. 

Forman said the increase in the 
number of failures is not reflective 
of the overall abilities of incoming 
students. 

"This exam tests the students' 
ability to write a certain type of aca-
demic essay, and need not be at all 
reflective of their ability to do other 
types of writing or other creative or 
scholarly activities," Forman said. 

Testimonials from recent Materials Science alumni: 

Ozzy O. • "Everything / know about heavy metals and 
microstructure of guitar strings I learned in MSC't class" 

Mr. T • "I pity the fool who can't properly age harden an 
aluminum baseball bat" 

Katie H. & Tom C. ~ "We want the best for our daughter, and 
naturally that includes a good understanding of substitutional 
solid solutions" 

Top Reasons to Maior in Materials Science: 
Plentiful jobs, challenging jobs, good salaries, opportunities for travel abroad and graduate studies too. 

Many r n g t e n a b j d g n c e ^ a d u ^ s i i M i j t t ^ 

Semiconductors, OH&C&s, Aenspace. RiomaterMs, XwoUxhrKikw. 

Micro-Electro-Met hanka! Systems, Consulting, Ckwenunent Service, Academin, 

Automotive X Heavy Equipment Industries, dec the Power. I Hsk Storage 

for details see: www.owlnet,rK*.edu/~m3a301 /TopTcn.rtf 

Come to our Materials Night festivities Wed. Sept. 6 

7:00-8:00 pm in Duncan Hall 1070 Meet the facultyl Talk about jobs! 

See the Materials Magic Showl Munchies & beverages! 

For additional information contact MSCI advisor Jun Lou: jiou@w«.edu or ext. 3573 

The Rice University Student Association 
thrilled to brinajguSammy's Picnic, 
a university-wjjHMk-off to the school I 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 

All college dining facilities 
will be closed for the event 
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Iskander leaves President's 
Office for Planned Parenthood 

Sarah Baker 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

When President David Le-
ebron came to Rice in July 
2004, entirely new to the cam-
pus, he hired former two-term 
Student Association President 
and Rhodes Scholar Maryana 
Iskander (Wiess '97) to help run 
his office. 

After two years as Leebron's 
right-hand woman, managing 
projects f rom the Passpor t 
to Houston to the Quali ty 
Enhancement Plan, Iskander 
has left her position as Adviser 
to the President to become 
Executive Vice President of 
Planned Parenthood in New 
York City. 

Iskander's last day was Aug. 
17, and she begins work at 
Planned Parenthood Monday. 

Iskander said she will miss 
her colleagues and working with 
students. 

"I'm sad about leaving Rice, 
and 1 definitely think that Rice is 
on a great trajectory," Iskander 
said. "I would have been excited 
to stay and continue to be a part 
of it, but this is ... a chance to 
really get involved with issues 
on a national level." 

Director of Alumni Affairs 
Mark Davis has already started 
work as I skander ' s replace-
ment. Davis' title will be Assis-
tant to the President, and his 
role will be slightly different 
from Iskander's. Davis will not 
head the Passport to Houston 
program, which the Center for 
Civic Engagement will now run. 
Davis will also retain his role as 
Alumni Affairs director. 

Maryana Iskander 

Iskander became involved with 
Planned Parenthood in March 
when she traveled to New York to 
work on a volunteer project with 
Planned Parenthood President 
Cecille Richards. 

Iskander said she was not 
looking for another job. She said 
the opportunity to work with 
Richards, who is the daughter 
of former Texas Governor Ann 
Richards, was one reason she took 
the position. 

"We just got into conversation 
about what her plans were and 
what she wanted to do, and she was 
really dynamic," Iskander said. 

Iskander will work closely with 
Richards to help run the central 
office in New York and coordinate 
the work of the development, 
communications and public policy 
departments. 

Iskander said Planned Parent-
hood is often misunderstood. 

"Four percent of what they do is 
abortion, which probably doesn't 
match people's broad perception 

of their work," Iskander said. 
Leebron said Iskander's knowl-

edge of Rice helped him signifi-
cantly in his first two years. 

"I couldn't have had, I don't 
think, anybody better in this 
office," Leebron said. 

Leebron said he chose Davis 
because of his experience work-
ing at Rice and his management 
skills. 

"I think there 's a lot that 
goes on in the President's of-
fice that [involves] logistics and 
process," Leebron said. "That 
means ... there ' s organizing 
meetings, figuring out who you 
need to consult and really listen-
ing to people to see what their 
concerns are. Mark has shown 
himself very good at all of those 
things." 

Leebron said recent changes 
in the Alumni Of fice staff will help 
Davis manage both positions. 
Former Associate Director in 
charge of regional and school-
based strategies Ann Peterson 
(Brown '86) will assume the new 
position of Director of Alumni 
Services. Chad Benedict (Baker 
'01), who was the assistant direc-
tor for alumni affairs, will take 
Peterson's old job. 

Davis said the Alumni Office 
underwent the changes before 
Iskander announced her departure. 

Davis said he is looking 
forward to the range of topics he 
will address as assistant to the 
president. 

"I've worked with the deans 
and others mostly as it relates to 
alumni," Davis said. "This allows 
me to interact much more with the 
students, the faculty, the deans 
and others." 

EVERY VOTE COUNTS 
(RIGHT?) 

SPECIAL COURSE 
Election Systems, Technologies, and Administration 

COMP 435 / POLI420 / PSYC 480(2) 

D 

LOCATION: Baker Hall 114 

TIME: 11am-12:30pm MWF 

How do we conduct elections to enhance 
participation, to accurately measure the will of 
the elctorate, arid to convince all parties of the 
outcome (especially the loser)? 

We will examine how voters interact with voting 

technology (from punch cards to touch-screens), 

how voting really works (and whether it fulfills 

our goals for democratic elections), and how voting 

technologies are (or are not) engineered to be 

accurate and secure. 

A central requirement for this course will be group 

research projects, many operating in our 

community, built around the November 2006 

election. 

Open to all students; no pre-requisities. We are 

especially interested in getting students with a 

wide variety of backgrounds and interests! 

FACULTY: Mike Byrne (Psychology) 

Robert Stein (Political Science) 

Dan Wallach (Computer Science) 

For more information, see the course Web site: 

http://sys.cs.rice.edu/election-systems/ 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period May 18-Aug. 21. Because of the length 
of the period, some reports have been omitted. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College May 25 

Lovett College June 7 

Brown College June 14 

Baker College June 17 

Martel College July 22 

Will Rice College July 28 

Academic Buildings 
Jesse H. Jones May 22 
Graduate School of 
Management 

Keck Hall June 10 

George R. Brown Hall July 22 

Duncan Hall 

Herman Brown Hall 

Other Buildings 
Autry Court 

Autry Court 

Aug 7 

Aug 14 

May 22 

May 29 

Student Center 

Autry Court 

Cohen House 

Parking Lots 
North Lot 

June 23 

Greenbriar Lot 

West Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

Lovett Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

Other Areas 
College Way 

Off Campus 

University Police 

Bassoon stolen. 

Masters reported excessive noise 
from Main Street construction. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Weapon and ammuni t ion 
recovered from room. Student 
referred to Student Judicial 
Services. 

Disturbance reported. Caller 
directed RUPD units to suspect. 
Subject committed to Neuropsych-
iatric Care Center for evaluation. 

Video game unit vandalized and 

burglarized. 

Laptop stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Subject reported living in 
statistics library. 

Laptop stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Subjects reported playing inside 
closed and locked building. Seven 
Rice students referred to Student 
Judicial Programs and two non-
Rice subjects issued criminal 
trespass warnings. 

Wallet stolen. Unauthorized 
transactions reported. 

July 17 Bicycle stolen. 

July 20 Television stolen. Officers 
retrieved two latent fingerprint 
samples. 

May 26 Non-Rice subject arrested for 
outstanding Universityof Texas 
Police Department-Austin and 
U.S. Marshals warrants and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

June 16 Officers observed and stopped 
suspicious vehicle. Subject 
arrested for possession of drug 
paraphernalia, felony possession 
of marijuana, possession of 
codeine cough syrup and 
possession of cocaine. Subject 
transferred to Herman ER for 
codeine overdose, released and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

June 26 Bicycle stolen. 

July 6 Vehicle burglarized. 

July 24 White male reported lying down 
in parking lot. Subject arrested 
for cr iminal t respass and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Aug 11 Suspicious subject reported 
looking into car and under hood. 
Subject found to have permission 
to be in car but had outstanding 
warrant for arrest. Subject 
arrested and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

May 29 Officer observed vehicle facing 
wrong way. Subject stopped and 
arrested for three Houston 
warrants, three Pasadena 
warrants and driving with a 
suspended licence and remanded 
to Harris County Jail. 

July 3 Rice student in line at Jamba Juice 
was approached by male subject 
who touched her inappropriately 
and fled. Officers found the subject 
outside a nearby restaurant and 
arrested him for the assault. 

July 6 Graduate student reported 
harassing e-mails and phone 
calls from non-Rice subject. 

http://sys.cs.rice.edu/election-systems/
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International student yield up 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHES EDITORIAL STAFF 

The number of international 
students in the freshmen class 
more than doubled this year, to 
49 from 19 last year. This year's 
class is the first to matriculate 
since President David Leebron 
released the Vision for the Sec-
ond Century, a ten-point plan 
for Rice's future. Drawing more 
international students is one of 
the goals in the document. 

Leebron said admitting more 
international students gives Rice 
a better worldwide reputation 
and broadens students' views. 

"A lot of students want to 
go abroad and study in Russia, 
China or wherever, and that's 
great," Leebron said. "But that 
sense of an international envi-
ronment of people who bring 
different perspectives ought to 
be part of the everyday experi-
ence at Rice. That is what a great 
university offers its students." 

The five Chinese students 
in the Class of 2010 are the 
most from one foreign coun-
try. New students from four 
countries—Bulgaria, Lebanon, 
Nicaragua and Spain — are 
the first from their countries 
to attend Rice, Dean for Un-
dergraduate Enrollment Julie 
Browning said. 

Browning said Ping Sun, 
I^eebron's wife, sent e-mails to 
theten students from China who 
were admitted. 

A record-high 8,777 students 
applied this year, an 11-per-
cent increase from last year. 
As with last year, Rice admit-
ted 24 percent of freshmen 
applicants. Of transfer students, 
27 percent were admitted. 

For the second straight year, 
the yield — the percentage of 
admitted students who matricu-
late — for freshmen declined. 
In 2004, the freshman yield 
was 40 percent. In 2005, the yield 
was 37 percent, and this year, it 
was 35 percent 

Browning said the yield 
decrease is not significant and 
re f l ec t s Rice recru i t ing 
more geographically diverse 
students, particularly interna-
tional students. 

M A T R I C U L A N T S 

Top 5 states 
1. Texas 
2. California 
3. New York 
4. New Jersey 
5. Florida 

Ethnicity Percentages 
Caucasian 47 
Asian 24 
Hispanic 14 
African American 5 
Native American 1 
Did not report 1 

This year, 718 freshmen 
matriculated, compared to 728 
in 2005 and 727 in 2004. 

The number of matriculating 
transfer students also decreased 
from last year, from 66 to 59. 

The percentage of females in 
the freshman class climbed to 
50 percent an increase from last 
year's 47 percent. In the two pre-
vious years, more females than 
males matriculated, a departure 
from Rice's trend of admitting 
more males than females. 

The percentage of Asian 
freshmen increased from 18 
percent to 24 percent, and the 
percentage of Caucasian stu-
dents decreased from 53 percent 
to 47 percent. The percentage 
of Hispanic students remained 
14 percent, and the percentage 
of African American students 
decreased from 7 percent to 
5 percent 

'Hie freshman class includes 
449 high school varsity athletes 
and 134 student government 
members. As in past years, the 
middle 50 percent of freshmen 
scored between 1350 and 1510 
on the SAT. 

New coffee shop highlights pavilion 
by Beko Binder 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Coffeehouse will face com-
petition when the cyber pavilion 
behind Fondren library opens in 
a few years. 

Director of Housing and 
Dining Mark Ditman said Rice 
is negotiating a contract with 
an outside coffee company to 
operate in the pavilion. Ditman 
said financial concerns played a 
significant role in the decision to 
bring in an outside vendor. 

"Whoever we ultimately con-
tract to operate (the pavilion cof-
feeshopj, there 's a large capital 
investment they will need to 
make," Ditman said. "That opera-
tion is also going to have to help 
service the debt associated with 
the building. It won't carry the 
whole building, but there is a very 
significant financial requirement 
for the company that operates out 
of that space." 

S tuden t Cen t e r Ass i s tan t 
Director Pamelyn Shefman said 
she hopes that the student-run 
coffeehouse will continue after 
the construction of the pavil-
ion. 

"It's a great opportunity for 
our students to be able to man-
age, run and facilitate an opera-
tion that's their own," Shefman 
said. "There's definitely a dif-
ferent feeling between having 
to go to a shift because that 's 
your job versus |when] it's your 
coffeehouse." 

Ditman said he thinks the 
s tudent-run Coffeehouse will 
be able to compete with the new 
operation by offering different 
menu items. 

"I think there 's some frozen 
desser t possibilities that may 
be an interesting thing to offer 
(at Coffeehouse]," Ditman said. 
"Chef Roger and I were in a 
conference and we saw a crepe 
operation that was really interest-
ing and well received. I know the 
coffee is interesting and should 
continue to be a product of the 
product mixup, but 1 do think 
some complemen ta ry th ings 

would help it compete in a posi-
tive way in the market." 

Ditman also discussed pos-
sibilities for student-owned and 
run organizations after future 
renovations to the Student Cen-
ter. Ditman said one option is for 
students to compete for a space 
in the Student Center, with the 
winner allowed to run a food 
enterprise the following year. 

"I think that it's a possibility 
to replace or complement (Cof-
feehouse)," Ditman said. "I think 
there are a lot of possibilities that 
are worth looking into." 

Ditman said C o f f e e h o u s e 
will remain competitive as long 
as it continues to offer creative 
menu items. 

"The coffeehouse certainly 
has improved their product over 
the past year — they've done a 
great job," Ditman said. "People 
need a reason to show up. It's got 
to be interesting and effective, 
and I think so long as all those 
operations do that, they can re-
main financially viable." 

Shefman said the Coffeehouse 
student managers decided to 
keep working this summer. In 
the past, the Coffeehouse closed 
d u r i n g f ina ls and r ema ined 
closed until its staff was available 
to work. 

Coffeehouse General Man-
ager Mara Courtney said the 
Coffeehouse's hours this sum-
mer were similar to those of the 
Student Center. 

In May, Coffeehouse hired 

a full-time professional barista, 
Heather Villalobos, which Court-
ney, a Baker College junior, said 
helped allow for the extended 
hours. 

"She'sbeenalifesaver,"Courtney 
said. "She's been able to get there 
and open the coffeehouse at 7:30, 
which is sometimes quite hard for a 
student to do." 

Shefman said the addition of 
Villalobos will not decrease the 
number of student employees at 
the Coffeehouse. 

"(Heather's] role is to help 
facilitate the operation — be a 
professional barista," Shefman 
said. "We've actually hired new 
s t u d e n t emp loyees over the 
summer." 

Shefman said Coffeehouse 
customers were pleased with the 
new hours. She said she hopes 
to extend Coffeehouse's hours 
in the fall, as well. 

"They're trying to open before 
8 a.m. so that people who have 
an 8 a.m. class can actually get 
to the coffeehouse beforehand" 
Shefman said. 

Courtney said Coffeehouse 
will continue its environmental 
and political awareness campaign 
in the fall. 

"We moved to 100 percent 
free-trade certified coffee last 
year, and that's been a real big 
success," Courtney said. 

Courtney said she will lobby 
the Housing and Dining staff 
to brew free-trade coffee in the 
serveries. 

FREE SUB!!! Qlimpie. 
Buy one 6" sub and get one FREE 
(of equal or lesser value - limit one) 

2260 Holcombe @ Almeda - 5 min from campus 
(713) 795-0404, M-F 8 - 8 , Weekends 9 - 5 
FREE delivery with $10 min purchase 
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If you didn't buy your 
textbooks at Half.com, 
you paid too much. 
Half.com has all the 
textbooks you need 
like chemistry, 
astronomy and history 
for a lot less. 

FOR A LIMITED TIME. 
SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $5 ; 
ON PURCHASES OF $50 ; 
OR MORE. SIMPLY USE \ 
THIS CODE: SAVEBIGNOW • 

half. com 
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RICE IN THE RANKINGS 
2007 University 2006 U.S. News and World Report re-

1 Princeton 1 leased its annual college rankings 
2 Harvard 1 Friday. Rice remained steady at 
3 Yale 3 17th, again. In the last 10 years, 
4 Cal Tech 7 Rice's lowest ranking was 18th 
4 MIT 7 in 1999, and its highest ranking 
4 Stanford 5 was 12th in 2002. 
7 Penn 4 -
8 Duke 7 The most significant factors in 
9 Columbia 9 the ranking are peer assessment 
9 Dartmouth 9 (25 percent); faculty resources 
9 Chicago 15 (20 percent); graduation and 
12 Cornell 13 retention rates (20 percent) and 
12 Wash U. 11 student selectivity (15 percent). 
14 Northwestern 12 
15 Brown 15 Category 
16 Johns Hopkins 13 2007 

4.1/5.0 17 Rice 17 Peer assesment 4.1/5.0 
18 Emory 20 Faculty resources 15 
18 Vanderbilt 18 Student/faculty ratio 5:1 
20 Notre Dame 18 % of faculty full-time 92% 
20 Emory 20 Selectivity 11 
20 UC-Berkeley 21 Acceptance rate 25% 
22 Carnegie Mellon 22 Alumni giving 13 

Math chair Wolf and wife, Krisko, 
named new Will Rice masters 

by Sarah Baker 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Princeton Review annually releases college rankings on academics, 
student life and other categories based on student surveys, which are 
conducted for each school at least every third year. 

The 2006 edition, released Monday, includes 361 colleges ranked in 62 
categories. Rice made the top 20 in four categories, detailed below. 

Category 
school 
Best quality of life 
Lots of race/class interaction 
Their students never stop studying 
Best overall academic experience 
for undergraduates 

Best college newspaper 
Toughest to get into 
Party school 
Most politically active 
Dorms like palaces 
Dorms like dungeons 
Least happy students 
Stone-cold sober school 

Rice's rank 

1 
1 
16 
3 

Toprartafd 

Rice 
Rice 

Cal Tech. 
Chicago 

Yale 
MIT 

Texas 
American 

Smith 
Coast Guard 

Merchant Marine 
Brigham Young 

Mathematics Department Chair 
Michael Wolf and his wife, Paula 
Krisko (Ph.D. '94) joined the new 
faces learning about Will Rice dur-
ing Orientation Week as they began 
their five-year term as masters. 

Will Rice Pres ident Brian 
Schwab announced Wolf and 
Krisko as the college's new masters 
June 9 in an e-mail to the college 
listserv. Wolf and Krisko follow Joel 
and Traci Wolfe, who announced 
in March they would leave after 
Commencement 2006. 

The couple has a 13-year-old 
daughter, Lilianna, and a 10-year-
old son, Stephan. The family also 
includes a dog, Sally. 

Search Committee Chair Mer-
edith Fallon, a Will Rice senior, said 
Wolf, who is outgoing, and Krisko, 
who has a quieter personality, will 
cater to different types of students. 
Search committee member Whit-
ney Morgan, a sophomore, said the 
couple will relate to students well. 

"We really just wanted some-
one that we could look to as a 
friend — someone who could 
get along with the students, who 
would interact with the students 
and be there for the students," 
Morgan said. 

Will Rice senior Vivek Gopalan, 
a search committee member, said 
Wolfs years of experience at Rice 
will make him a good representative 
with administrators. 

Will Rice had to c h o o s e 
its masters quickly. A search 
was planned for this fall, but 
when Joel and Trac i Wolfe 
announced they were leaving 

With (he wind behind you and open 
space ahead, there's no limit to the 
possible directions your career could 
take. And at Shejl, we'll support you 
all the way 

Right from the start you'll be making a 
valuable contribution to exciting 
protects. Your ideas will be token on 
board, your talent recognized and 
achievements rewarded 

So if you want to ochieve more in yotir 
career, get together with Shell. You 
can make your online application right 
now - just visit our career website 

Our approach is collaborative -
matching our business needs with 
your training needs, our global 
opportunities with your career 
aspirations. We aim to build a 
win-win partnership between you 
and Shell 

SMI is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer 

. . v. , , 

ASSET MJUNOMANCZ 
MOJCCT/FACntTWS 

Achieving more together 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Michael Wolf and Paula Krisko, with their children Ulianna and Stephan, 
replaced Joel and Traci Wolfe as the masters of Will Rice College. 

Rice — cutting their term a year 
sho r t — the college faced a 
tighter schedule. 

Fallon said the commit tee 
was initially concerned about the 
timeline but that the committee 
worked hard and was able to get 
four applications. 

"We sort of had to pull it together 
a little bit quicker and ... actually 
actively recruit and convince [can-
didates] that it was in their best 
interest as well as ours for them 
to move [into Will Rice] in two 
months," Fallon said. 

Wolf said he and Krisko pre-
viously considered applying to 
be masters and were surprised 
when the position at Will Rice 
became available. 

"We weren't sure at that exact 
moment that this was what we 
wanted to pursue, but we very 
quickly came around to seeing 
that this was really a wonderful 
opportunity for us," Wolf said. 

Krisko works in the orbital 
debris department at Jacobs Sver-
drup, a contractor for NASA John-
son Space Center. She examines 
objects from orbit understand how 
objects collide in space. Her group's 
goal is to make space safer for 
travel, satellites and telescopes. 

Wolf has been a professor 
at Rice s ince 1988 and h a s 

served as the mathematics de-
partment chair since 2005. He 
teaches MATH 221: Honors Cal-
culus and co-teaches MATH 699: 
Mathematical Sciences. 

In a June listserv message to the 
college, Wolfwroteheand Kriskolike 
to travel, eat ethnic food and listen 
to opera. 

In his new role outside the 
classroom. Wolf said he most looks 
forward to learning from and inter-
acting with students. 

"Undergraduate life is a time 
of substantial change for many 
people," Wolf said. "The challenge 
is to create an environment in which 
people can explore who they want to 
be and what they want to be." 

Wolf said he and Krisko have 
ideas for college events. But want 
to discuss them with Will Rice stu-
dents before announcing them. 

Morgan said she appreci-
ates Wolfs willingness to listen 
to students. 

"We didn't want someone to 
come in and kind of tell us how it 
was supposed to be done," Morgan 
said. "We wanted someone who 
would work with us and with the 
students." 

Fallon said later this month the 
college will begin planning a formal 
introduction of Wolf and Krisko to 
Will Rice. 

Love is the most wonderful thing in the world. 
We just want to help keep it that way. 

• Birth control 

• Emergency contraception 

• Tests 4 treatments for sexually 
transmitted infections 

• Pregnancy tests 

• Well-woman exams 

0 Planned Parenthood 
of Houstor ana Sourest T«k»v Inc 

A plan you can love mth 

1.800.230. PLAN 
pphouston.org 

sio off your 
next office visit! 

(Offer good for office \nsrt onty Not good 
foi supplies or with any other discount.) 

www.ricethresher.org 

http://www.ricethresher.org
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Zammito encourages path of discovery 
By Sarah Mitchell 

THESHER STAFF 

In his Orientation Week 
address to new students, His-
tory and German Professor 
John Zammito urged students to 
guide their university experience 
using the vision of Wilhelm von 
Humboldt. He explained that 
the German Romantic emphasis 
on individuality and the whole 
person in academic and extracur-
ricular pursuits mirrors the ideal 
university experience. 

"I thought that since I know O-
Week very well from my years at 
Rice, that it's time for you to have 
a dose of pure academicism, so 
that you don't get the impression 
that it's strictly a party university," 
Zammito said. 

Zammito said von Humboldt's 
quest for wholeness also repre-
sents the ideal function a univer-
sity. In this way, von Humboldt's 
philosophy helps preserve the 
idea of universities, Zammito 
said. 

"The point of the university 
experience is to discover who 
you are in the process of discov-
ering something about the world 
around you," Zammito said 

Zammito said von Humboldt 
combined teaching and research, 
an integral part of the Rice expe-

" Utopian socialists 
asserted that sexual 
liberation and 
emotional intimacy 
were indispensable 
ingredients in the 
paradise man was now 
to make for himself out 
of the world." 

— John Zammito 
History and German 

Professor 

rience. Zammito said students 
should be active learners, and 
teaching should not just preserve 
knowledge but also add to it. 

"Humboldt articulated the 

idea of the university of schol-
arship not so much as a body 
of knowledge but as a spirit of 
shared discovery," Zammito 
said. 

Romanticism's teachings are 
connected to a wide variety of 
human experiences, Zammito 
said. 

"Utopian socialists asserted 
that sexual liberation and emo-
tional intimacy were indispens-
able ingredients in the paradise 
man was now to make for himself 
out of the world," Zammito said. 
"From Romanticism we have 
inherited ringing affirmations 
of a vast number of ideas and 
values: emotion, imagination, 
creative genius, rebellion, dyna-
mism, organicism, and above all, 
wholeness." 

In his conclusion, Zammito 
said students should engage with 
Rice's learning and nonacaJemic 
environment in order to preserve 
culture. 

"What the Romantics believed, 
what Humboldt instituted in the 
University of Berlin is a cultural 
heritage worth upholding," Zam-
mito said. "Welcome to Rice 
where I hope you will join me in 
keeping it alive." 

I 
W ' 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

History Professor Zamltto delivers the faculty address to new students 
Tuesday In Stude Hall. 

Orientation Week 2006 
Leebron, Forman, Tupper 
offer matriculants advice 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

New students take the ritual candal lit walk from the matriculation ceremony to the Sallyport on the first night of 
Orientation Week. August 19th. 
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by Risa Gordon and Evan Mintz 
THRESHER EPrTORlAl STAFF 

At their matriculation ceremony, 
new students were advised to build 
connections in what they learn and 
with others, to explore diverse inter-
ests and to utilize all Rice has to offer. 
Before walkingthrough the Sallyport 
and being treated to fireworks, new 
students heard words of welcome 
and advice from President David 
Leebron, Dean of Undergraduates 
Robin Forman and Student Associa-
tion President Althea Tupper. 

Leebron greeted new students 
Sunday night in Stude Hall by defin-
ing matriculation, the way he has 
begun matriculation since 2004. 

"It does not mean merely to be-
gin," Leebron said. "It means, rather, 
the official admission to membership. 
Thus, this evening celebrates not just 
the beginning of your education here, 
but rather your becoming a member 
of the community." 

Leebron used stories of his sum-
mer travels to China and Greece to 
illustrate his advice. He cautioned 
students to learn from their peers by 
describing the origin of "idiot," which 
he learned in Greece. 

"Idiot actually does derive from 
a Greek word, which literally means 
someone who kept to themselves, 
who didn't interact with others," 
Leebron said. "In other words, not 
interacting and engaging with others 
makes one ignorant and therefore an 
idiot. So my primary advice to you is: 
don't be an idiot; take advantage of 
many people here at Rice, and learn 
from them." 

Leebron told students to broaden 
their views while in college. 

"Exploration and change may be 
uncomfortable," Leebron said. "So 
let me say this: If you start finding 
your experience here entirely com-
fortable, you are doing something 
wrong" 

Forman added to I^eebron's 
advice by encouraging students to 
build connections that will improve 
their lives after graduation. 

"[Whatl I wish for you lis] that 
your Rice experiences help you learn 

notjusi what you want to be, but who 
you want to be — and give you the 
knowledge and the skills to help you 
get far along the path to becoming 
that person," Forman said. 

He advised students to develop 
their academic lives by integrating 
nonacademic interests. For example, 
if students are interested in a course 
that is not offered, they can discuss 
it with their masters and try to form 
a college class. 

Forman also encouraged students 
to pursue academic interests outside 
the classroom through independent 
study and research. 

"Don't wait until you graduate to 
begin to put classroom knowledge 
into action because that transi-
tion poses its own challenges," 
Forman said. 

Forman also said students should 
make connections with other stu-
dents and faculty. 

Tupper, aHanszen College senior, 
advised students to take advantage 
of the many nonacademic activities 
offered at Rice and in Houston. While 
the college system can provide a core 
group of friends and social events, 
Tupper said students should explore 
other aspects of Rice. 

"One of the most important 
complements to a Rice degree is the 
experience you gain from learning 
outside of the classroom," Tupper 
said. "Be an agile learner, and soak 
upeverythingyou can. Ijearn through 
unconventional methods. Forceyour-
self to try different types of problem 
solving techniques whether that be 
on the intramural fields, in college 
government or on a larger university 
level." 

Tupper said students are attend-
ing Rice at a time of change, and 
they have the ability to shape Rice's 
future. 

"The choices you make affect the 
generations of tomorrow," Tupper 
said. "And as Rice steps gracefully into 
its second century, think about where 
you want Rice to go because you are 
all the future of the university." 

In a change from past matricula-
tion ceremonies, the Honor Council 
chair did not speak. 
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Top Left: Students watch fireworks illuminate the night sky after matriculation. Top Right: Brown College freshman 
Karen Cooper looks down on her O-week group as they traverse 45*. Above: (left to right) Sid Richardson College 
senior Zaven Sargsyan, Sammy the Owl, Sid sophmore Bhavika Kaul and Hanszen College junior Nancy O'Connor 
lead new students in the fight song at an athletics rally at Rice Stadium. Below Left: Wless College reminds 
Hanszen which college they are from with a timeless cheer. Below Right: Hispanic Studies Professor Lane Kauff-
mann and Hanszen freshman Nathan Lilly converse at an academic fair In the Hanszen commons. 
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Baker College's late night Jack hit Sid Richardson College right between the wia 

Stu<l**s 

TAYUJP JOHNSON/THRESHER 
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Top: Martel College junior Matt Drwenski counts 
cheese balls in disgust as he picks through Martel 
freshman Rose Cahalan's hair during Martel's late-
night Maptek event. Above: Students race across the 
intramural fields during a carnival sponsored by the 
athletic department. Right: Will Rice College junior 
Caitlin Thomas gets some water-soluble college pride 
on her arm in preparation for a bitter battle of Lovett-
Will Rice Tea Trike. Below: Lovett freshman Natalia 
Salies gets backboarded by Rice EMS with a smile; 
after all, she was just a volunteer for a demonstration. 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

right between the windows, hanging lots of blue balloons from a second-floor balcony. 
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MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 
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Baker Institute Intern Program - Fall 2006 
» 

The James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy is now accepting applications for 
undergraduate student interns for the fall 2006 semester. This is your chance to work directly 
with Institute Fellows and Rice Faculty on exciting areas of research. This semester, we are 
looking for interns interested in the following research programs: Science and Technology 
Policy, Tax Policy, and Asian Policy (fluency in Chinese a plus). These are paid internships 
that require working up to 10 hours/week - the work may involve research, writing, editing, 
and office work including copying, filing, etc. 

Applicants must provide the following: 
> Letter stating areas of interest and why you would like to intern for the Institute 
> Resume 
> Official Sealed Transcript 
> One Letter of Recommendation 

Applications will be considered on a first come, first served basis. 

Completed applications should be addressed to: Baker Institute Intern Program, Attention 
Jason Lyons, Senior Research Coordinator, Baker Institute MS-40. Questions may be sent to 
ielvons@alumni.rice.edu. 

GOT A COMPUTER VIRVS? 
M O T S U R D 

Free Student Computer Scanning 
and Cleaning 

O-Week and first week of class 

3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday-Friday 

Mudd Building Lobby 

Bring your laptop or CPU to the Mudd Lobby any 
afternoon during O-Week or the first week of class and 
we'll scan it for viruses and clean it for free. We'll also 
install Clean Access and make sure you can connect to 
the new Rice network. 

rA Contact the IT Help Desk for computing assistance: 
713-348-HELP(4357) or helpdesk@rice.edu 

Get published. 

the Rice Thresher 
recruiting meeting 

Thursday, August 31 at 9 p.m.. 

Miner Lounge in the Student Center 

ORIENTATION 
From page 1 

going to go out to the game Sept 
2 against [the University of Hous-
ton]." • 

Rice University Police Depart-
ment, Rice Emergency Services and 
Student Judicial Affairs also held a 
joint presentation this year. 

"The presentation provided avery 
comprehensive view of emergency 
services at Rice," Wanek said. "It's 
important for students to know that 
[the departments] are not working 
against each other and not working 
against the student" 

Becky Elliott, a Jones College 
sophomore transfer student said 
she felt the combined RUPD, REMS 
and Student Judicial Programs pre-
sentations made the topics easier to 
remember. 

"People remembered what was 
said, and they could connect it to-
gether," Elliot said. "If it was separate, 
people would have a harder time 
connecting it" 

James Bartlett a Lovett College 
freshman, said he thought the EMS 
and RUPD presentations were well 
coordinated but the Student Judicial 
Affairs portion seemed discon-
nected. 

"It was like having two separate 
presentations, just in the same place 
one after another," Bartlett said. 

Will Rice College freshman Alex 
Dinur said some of the activities 
gave O-Week a summer camp at-
mosphere. 

"[We were] shepherded from 
place to place like sheep for a whole 
week with not very much sleep," 
Dinur said. "But the social gain is 
good." 

Will Rice College freshman Abhi-
nav Khanna said that O-Week was a 
unique experience compared to ori-
entation offered at other colleges. 

"For my friends at other schools, 
orientation consisted of arriving on 
campus, getting an ID, keys and a 
send-off like 'good luck, have a nice 
next fouryears,"'Khanna said. "Butat 
Rice, it's different because everyone 
cares a lot [about new students]." 

Common reading 
New students were asked this 

yearto read a "common reading" over 
the summer, which consisted of a set 
of articles on two themes: scientific 
theory and objectivity. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said that although the com 
mon readings were not otficially an 
O-Week activity, they were assigned 
to stimulate intellectual dialogue 
between new students. 

"We view [common, readings] as 
a way to introduce students to the 
culture of inquiry and scholarship 
that lies at the heart of what we are as 

a campus, to provide a common lan-
guage and set of questions students 
have thought about before arrive 
and to create opportunities to have a 
stimulating conversationaboutthese 
concepts," Forman said. 

Many new students r, aid they had 
not yet read the assigned articles. 

Jones O-Week 
While O-Week itself ran smoothly, 

Jones College O-Week coordinators 
Matt McDonnel, Emily Coleman and 
Valerie Lewis quickly redid much 
of their planning after deciding to 
change their original theme, "Hustle 
and FlO-Week," in mid-June. 

Jones elected their coordinators 
before selecting a theme, and in 
March, the coordinators proposed 
Hustle and FlO-Week to the Jones 
Cabinet which approved the theme 
unanimously. 

Hustle and Flow is a 2005 film 
about a streetwise Memphis hustler 
attempting to develop a career as a 
rapper. 

McDonell said a concerned stu-
dent not affiliated with Jones—who 
the coordinators declined to name 
— sent them an e-mail in mid-June 
to inquire about the Jones theme 
and group names, McDonell said. 
Soon thereafter, the student called 
the coordinators. 

"He took issue with the theme 
and told us that" McDonell said. "He 
didn't ask us to change it" 

Forman, who also received e-
mails about the issue, said concerns 
went beyond the theme. He said the 
adviser bios in the book contributed 
to a document that left some students 
uneasy. 

"Concerns were not just with 
the theme," Forman said. There 
were concerns about the way it was 
carried out and presented in the [O-
Week] book." 

McDonell said three daysafter be-
ing initially contacted by the student, 
the coordinators decided to change 
the theme. 

"We were into the parts of OWeek 
planning like roommate pairing and 
group matching," McDonell said. 
"But we decided it was in the best 
interest of the new students to over-
haul our work." 

Forman said the coordinators 
made the change on their own. 

"They responded wonderfully 
once they became aware of some of 
the implications," he said. "... They 
decided to change things and did a 
remarkable job of putting together a 
new theme and O-Week book in very 
short order." 

Lewis said changing the theme 
put the coordinators far behind in 
planning, butthat they caughtup and 

Coming Fall 2006 

The Department of 

Mechanical Engineering & 

Materials Science 

Send an e-mail to 
thresher@rice. edu 

for more information. 

MECH 499/599 
Legal Themes in Engineering Practices 

Introduction to fundamental legal concepts of the American 

legal system for upper level undergraduate students and 

graduate students; primarily aimed at what engineers, 

scientists and other professionals could expect to encounter 

in their professional careers. The main focus is 

to provide students with the basic tools to understand and 

interact with lawyers. 

Coordinated by: 
Dr. Pot Spanos 

LB. Ryon Professor in Engineering, Rice University 
& 

David Warden 
Adjunct Lecturer, Rice University 

For more information please contact the Mechanical 

Engineering and Materials Science Office at 713.348.4906 

mailto:ielvons@alumni.rice.edu
mailto:helpdesk@rice.edu
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RESHMAN SEMINARS: TICKET TO THE HUMANITIES 
First year students at Rice have the opportunity to take small 

classes in the seminar format on a variety of subjects in 

the Humanities. Freshman seminars are a wonderful 

opportunity for new students to get to know a professor. Seminars 

are around 15 students or fewer; students are all first year. Seated around a 

table (this is not a lecture course!), students will develop their skills in using evidence, 

developing arguments, and expressing their ideas through discussion and written work —while 

exploring an exciting topic that appeals to them. 

THE LEGEND OF KING ARTHUR IN THE MIDDLE 
AGES 
FSEM 1 2 6 / G E R M 126/ MDST 126-Distr ibut ion 1 
Prof. Sarah Westphal. MWF 2:00 - 2:50 p.m. 
We will examine the tradition of King Arthur that arose in late 
Roman Britain and continued to evolve until the end of the 
Middle Ages. Our objective is to achieve a thematic, historical, 
and structural insight into some of the best examples of medieval 
storytelling and understand why they continue to cast a spell over 
readers today. The course also lays a foundation for the study of 
pre-modern literature, the medieval and early modern world, and the 
national cultures of France. Germany, and Britain. Study includes 
the knights of the Round Table, chivalry and the philosophy of 
love and warfare, the grail story, tales of Merlin's magic, Queen 
Guinevere, and the biography of Arthur, with particular emphasis on 
the fall of Came lot and the death of a king. 

THE CULTURE OF WAR: VIOLENCE-CONFLICT-
REPRESENTATION 
FSEM 128 / GERM 128-Distr ibut ion I 
Prof. Christian Emden. TTH 10:50 a.m. - 12:05 p.m. 
The beginning of the twenty-first century is surprisingly marked b> a 
return of war and military conflict as defining categories of political 
life. The rapidly changing political and cultural environment after 
the Cold War — globalization, terrorism, religious conflict, new 
genocides — requires a new understanding of "war." Taking into 
account the history of war as well as recent intellectual debates, the 
seminar will examine the politics and perception of war, ranging 
from early modern Europe to most recent events. Not for the 
faint-hearted, topics include: destruction, ruins, refugees, the enemy, 
just war, massacres, terrorism, victims, spaces of battle, anxiety , 
trenches, and violence. 

LITERARY LOVE AFFAIRS: LOVE A N D PASSION 
IN EUROPEAN LITERATURE 
FSEM 1 2 9 / G E R M 129-Distr ibut ion I 
Prof. Uwe Steiner. TTH 1:00 - 2:20 p.m. 
According to the German philosopher Hegel (1770-1831), love is 
the most prominent topic in modern, i.e. "romantic." poetry. His 
description of modern love-stories, however, doesn't seem to favor 
them. In his view, they are usually about a young fellow who, like a 
modern knight, seeks the ideal girl. In most cases, the philosopher 
observes, "at last he gets his girl and some sort of position, marries 
her, and becomes as good a Philistine as others." The course invites 
students to examine this philosophical wisdom by reading select 
stories and theoretical texts about love and passion by European 
authors from the time of Shakespeare to the present. 

AMERICA THROUGH FRENCH EYES 
FSEM 1 3 3 / F R E N 133 
Prof. Julie Fctte, M 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
The United States has always been a source of fascination — both 
attraction and revulsion— for the French. This course aims to 
understand American culture and identity as revealed by transatlantic 
encounters with the French. We will study French intellectuals' 
observations from Tocqueville to Simone de Beauvoir as well as 
images of American in French popular culture. 

LATIN AMERICAN SHORT FICTION 
FSEM 150 /SPAN 150 
Prof. Maarten van Delden, TTH 9:25 - 10:40 a.m. 
Around the middle of the twentieth century , writers from Latin 
America, a continent long perceived as being on the periphery of 
Western culture, began producing some of the most innovative 
works in world literature. We will analyze and evaluate the new 
understanding of literary art expressed in the short fictions of two 
Argentine masters. Jorge Luis Borges and Julio Cortazar. as well 
as the impact of their work on later writers such as Carlos Fuentes. 
Juan Rulfo and Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Taught in English. 

THE HERO A N D HIS COMPANION: FROM 
GILGAMESH TO SAM SPADE 
FSEM 151 / HIST 151 
Prof. Michael Maas, W 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. 
How does presentation of heroic action illustrate the basic values of 
a society? Students will examine a variety of historical materials: 
ancient literature in translation, modern mystery stories, and a 
number of films. Ancient sources w ill be paired w ith modern ones to 
show the development of a tradition of heroic action stretching from 
the beginnings of civilization to the present day. The course will 
explore how ideas of service to the community often link heroism 
to alienation, examine the gendered character of heroic action, 
and discuss changes in attitudes in modern fiction. Skills will be 
developed in writing history as students learn the basics of thinking 
and writing like historians. In sum. this course is an extended 
invitation to the pleasures of the study of history. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION, A N D THE USES OF THE PAST 
FSEM 160/ HIST 160-Distr ibution I 
Prof. Ira Gruber, T 2:30 — 5:30 p.m. 
Seminar will focus on three dimensions of Thomas Jefferson's life 
and legacy: first, what he said and did in the American Revolution; 
second, how he has been understcxxl b\ historians; and third, 
how his words, ideas, and actions have been used by successive 
generations of Americans. 

BROWN v. BOARD 
FSEM 163/ HIST 163 
Prof. Alexander Byrd. M 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
A first year seminar examining the origins and legacies of the civil 
rights case that all but defined the parameters of modern American 
society and race relations. Where did the case come from? How was 
it argued and decided? What have been its consequences? 

SOUTHERN REBELS 
FSEM 1 7 3 / H I S T 173 
Prof. Alexander Lichenstein, W 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
The "South" is often underst<xxi to be the most conservative region 
in the U.S. This seminar w ill use selected autobiographical texts by 
"southern rebels" to challenge that idea, and examine the tradition 
of dissent in the culture and history of the American South. Topics 
considered will include civil rights, socialism, populism, interracial 
unionism, feminism, sexual freedom, and religious radicalism. Texts 
include Revolt Among the Sharecroppers. Killers of the Dream, 
outside the Magic Circle, Bastard out of Carolina and Narrative of 
Hosea Hudson. 

HTTP:/ /HUMANITIES.RICE.EDU 
I» * • f 

http://humanities.rice.edu
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SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
September 1, 2006 

CAMPUS 

Come chill with the £ 
Thresher staff g § 

As we gear up for a new year, 

the Thresher editorial staff 

invites you to learn more 

about the process behind the 

product. The product, in case 

you were wondering, is the 

stuff you are reading right now. 

If you are interested in making 

money by writing or getting 

free concert and movie tickets, 

come meet your friendly 

neighborhood A&E editors this 

Thursday at 9 p.m. 

Miner Lounge 

Rice Memorial Center 

FILM 

Kung fu for you 

Landmark River Oaks Theater 

screens Bruce Lee's infamous 

martial arts classic. Enter the 

Dragon, tonight and tomorrow 

at 12 a.m. as part of its 

Midnight Movies series. 

Landmark River Oaks Theater 

2009 West Gray 

OUTDOORS 

Zoo party 

The Houston Zoo celebrates 

the fifth birthday of Chafu the 

meerkat Saturday between 

10 a.m. and 3 p.m. I kid 

you not. Five hour meerkat 

birthday party. 

Houston Zoo 

1513 N. MacGregor 
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Colors of the Season: Fall Museum Preview 
Caitlin Topham and Bryce Gray 

Lisa Hoke's My Fire," part of the Rice Gallery's Summer Window series, will be on display through Aug. 31. 

The Museum of Fins 
Arts, Houston 

1001 Blsaonnet St. 
www.mfah.org 

With its constantly rotating exhib-
its, lectures and films, the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston always has 
something to see. Located a block 
from Rice on Main Street, the main 
exhibition halls — the Caroline 
Wiess Law and Audrey Jones Beck 
Buildings — house the museum's 
permanent collection along with 
traveling shows and temporary 
installations. Pay especially close 
attention to the photography, I^tin 
American art and contemporary art. 
The Asian galleries will be reinstalled 
later this year. Admission to the 
museum is free for Rice students, 
and film tickets are discounted. The 
MFAH also has a restaurant. Cafe 
Express, located in the lower level 
of the Beck Building. 

Thla Ml at tha MFAH 
"Best in Show: The Dog in 

Art from the Renaissance to 
Today" 

Oct. 1, 2006 - Jan. 1. 2007 

This exhibit features an abun-
dance of work by artists ranging from 
Titian to Warhol. While centering a 
show on such a simple theme may 
seem juvenile or inappropriate for a 
fine arts museum, do not be fooled: 
Sophisticated artistic and cultural 
commentary often reveals itself more 
clearly when an exhibit's subject 
matter is constrained. 

"The Modern West: American 
Landscapes, 1890-1950" 

Oct. 29 - Jan. 28, 2007 

Work by Ansel Adams, Georgia 
O'Keefe and Jackson Pollock ex-
plores the influence of the Western 
landscape in this show. 

Contemporary Arts 
Museum, Houston 

5216 Montrose Blvd. 
www.camh.org 

Located across the street from 
the MFAH, the Contemporary 
Arts Museum, Houston features 
travelling shows and installations. 
While the CAMH houses a minimal 
permanent collection, it is famous 
for house-curated installations. 
The museum continually runs a 
"Perspectives" installation series 
that offers viewers a unique look 
at a wide variety of subjects, artists 
and periods. 

Group and theme shows are 
common outside the "Perspectives" 
exhibits, but do not discount the 

museum's displays 
on specific artists. 
Also, the museum 
shop o f f e r s an 
eclect ic assor t -
ment of jewelry, 
literature, posters 
and cata logues , 
and its proximity 
to campus makes 
it a great last-min-
utegift destination. 
Admission is free. 

TMa Ml at tha CAMH 
"Perspectives 153: Demetrius Ofcer" 

Sept. 15 - Nov. 26 

Oliver, a Houston-based art-
ist, opens his first solo show at a 
museum this fall. It will feature the 
artist's trademark, slightly cynical 
cultural commentary. Lump, for 
example, shows a black man's 
mouth dripping saliva as he bites 
on a piece of coal. In addition to his 
two-dimensional work, Oliver will 
present pieces in both sculpture 
and performance. 

"Pipilotti Rist" 
Oct. 14, 2006 - Jan. 14, 

2007 

This exhibit includes two new 
video installations and a feature film 
by the Swiss video artist Pipilotti Rist. 
Rist's work the impact of societal influ-
ences on women's self-esteem. 

Ths Msnll Collection 
1515 Sul Ross Blvd. 

www.monH.org 

The Menil Collection is the private 
collection of John and Dominique 
de Menil. The Menils pooled their 
oil wealth in order to assemble one 
of the world's largest — and most 
important — private collections of 
art. Tucked away from the street 
in Houston's Montrose district, the 
large main gallery displays only a 
fraction of the Menils' collection at 
any time. 

The museum's collections of 20th-
century French surrealism, African art 
and modern pieces an* especially im-
pressive. The Menil offers free access 
to works by Matisse, Rothko, Picasso, 
Warhol and other tremendously influ-
ential artists. Located next door are 
the Rothko Chapel and the Byzantine 
Fresco Chapel Museum. 

COURTESY THE RICF GALLERY 

This fall at tha Manll 
"Chanoe Encounters: The formation 
of the de Menil's Afncan coBecbon" 

Now - Sept. 10 

This exhibit offers more history 
than art, which makes it appealing and 
distinctive among current Museum 
District exhibits. The title might 
sound like the beginnings of a dry 
high school field trip, but an attentive 
presentation reveals fascinating con-
texts for the intensely primal pieces 
"Chance Encounters" explores. 

"The Imagery of Chess: Revisited" 
Sept. 8. 2006 - Jan. 7, 2007 

"The Imagery of Chess" recre-
ates a 1945 exhibition of work by 
American and expatriate artists 
centered around what the Menil's 
public relations department calls 
"this ancient game of combat 

Smith explores body's beauty, filth 
Caitlin Topham 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Both delicate and heavy, the sculptures emerge 
from every corner in bronze, wax, plastic and paper. 
In the Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston's 
latest retrospective, "Kiki Smith: A Gathering, 
1980-2005," organic sculptures of the human form 
gain new life through innovative installations. 

'kiki smith: a gathering' 

rating • • • 1 /2 of five 

Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston 
through Sept. 24 

"Gathering" explores the body's form, texture, 
organs, fluids and temporality. While most of it 
is beautiful. Smith unabashedly reveals the less 
tasteful sides of the human body as well. Some of 
her pieces are deeply disturbing and almost inap^ 
propriate. In Untitled. (1987-1990), for example, 
Smith has plated the inside of 12 glass water jugs 
with silver. On the outside, each is etched with the 
name of a bodily fluid — mucus, pus and diarrhea 
are among the silvered menu. The words evoke im-
agesof the actual substances, as well as a disgusted 
fear that the fluids are actually in the jugs. 

But sometimes this manipulation of the 
unknown works well. One of the best pieces in 
the show is Skins. From across the gallery, its 
two aluminum wall panels appear to be simple 
rectangles. But body parts emerge as the viewer 
approaches the sculpture: Smiths casts models 
of skin, organs and limbs, cuts them into smaller 
squares and rearranges them, l ike a puzzle ask-
ing to be solved, the panels playfully demand that 
viewers try to identify each body part. 

Upside-Down Body with Beads is equally 
piecemeal, though for different reasons. The 
sculpture's seams remain visible. The fragmented 
body seems cast before the artist could finish it, 
and this unfinished quality adds a unique texture 
to the figure. The unexpectedly beautiful result 
reveals something of the artist's process: Smith 
is defiant in pronouncing it a finished piece. 

Smith's work can be pretty, too. Untitled (1992) 
has unrealistically long arms and folds in on itself 
on the floor in a yoga pose, poised to slide out and 
lay on the floor. The releasing tension in the figure's 
posture gives way to gentle, soothing curves ak>ng 
the impossible arms, back and legs. 

In the center of the gallery is a smaller room 
dubbed Wunderkammer. This cabinet of curiosities 
is a welcome break from the larger exhibit — it is 
filled with objects Smith "selected expressly for this 
exhibition as a unique way of framing the eclectic 
yet interconnected threads of her work," according 
to the wall label. Inside, vitrines display pieces, that 
represent different stages in Smith's work. The body 
is still central and the space is interesting to view. It 
is a biography of Smith's work as she chooses to tell 
it, through found sculpture instead of words. 

Another area set off from the exhibit is hidden 
behind a temporary wall. Entering this smaller 
gallery, viewers happen on Daughter, one of the 
creepier pieces in "Gathering". A small sculpture. 
Daughter resembles Iittk' Red Riding Hood ... with 
a beard. The initial reaction is disturbance, especially 
when the automated sound track kicks in and the 
doll-like little girl begins emitting haunting melodies 
and dog-yelps. The piece insinuates that Daughter 
could be the offspring of the wolf and Little Red 
Riding Hood herself. This potential is fascinating, 
and contemplating the consequences it implies 
will root viewers to the spot, though only until the 
soundtrack becomes overbearing. 

Smith's displays are usually integral to her pieces, 
and "Gathering" proves no exception. Figures hang 
from, crawl down, or sit on the gallery walls. Defy-
ing gravity, such as in IMith, where a female figure 
crawls down the wall, the figures engage the viewer 
in new and intriguing ways. The success of these 
pieces and of Daughter illustrate Smith's talent for 
using the space she's given fully and creatively. 

The least successful piece in "Gathering" can be 
found on the floor. Dewbow, an uncharacteristically 
unorganic construction of raindrop-shaped fumed 
glass, lays near the entrance to the Daughter room. 
The piece appears machine-made and shows no sign 
of the human touch, unlike many of Smith's other 
pieces. The CAMH's installation of Dewbow is also 
distracting and unattractive:The wood stripping that 
surrounds the piece, protecting it from disturbances 
like visitors' feet, restricts the piece, preventing it 
from defining the space surrounding itself. 

Overall, the breadth of work is overwhelming for 
a one-room gallery. "Gathering" is incredibly varied, 
and while her sculpture steals the show, a delightfully 
detailed array of prints and drawings make a fine sup-
porting cast. Smith has paid a tot of attention to both 
the body and to space around it, and the provocative 
results should not go underappreciated. 
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and courtly love." Robert Calder, 
Max Ernst, Man Ray and Marcel 
Duchamp are among the 32 artists 
selected by curator Larry List for 
this Dada-influenced show. 

The Rice Gallery 
Sewall Hall 

www.ricegpllery.org 

Students often overlook the Rice 
Gallery, despite its convenient, on-
campus location on the south side 
of the academic quadrangle. The 
two-room gallery opens only during 
the academic year, although it has 
regularly hosted a two-dimensional 
summer exhibit in its front window. 

Lisa Hoke's "Light My Fire" is this 
summer's w/indow show and will be 
displayed through Thursday. 

"Rip Curl Canyon" 
Sept. 2 1 - Oct. 2 9 

A landscape created by archi-
tects Benjamin Ball and Gaston 
Nogues uses computer generated 
curves and precision-cut cardboard 
to create a space designed to make 
viewers reconsider their everyday 
interior environments. 

The opening reception, includ-
ing a speech and question and 
answer session with the artists, 
will take place Sept. 21 at 5:30 p.m. 

: 
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COURTESY THE MENU COLLECTION 

The Menll Collection's 20th century art galleries house works by Picasso and Warhol. 

~ 
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COURTESY ICON FILMS 

Stephane (Gael Garcia Bernal, left) combats his coworker Guy (Alain Chabat) in The Science of Sleep. This and 
many scenes from film incorporate animation and special effects to Illustrate Stephane's daydreamy view of reality. 

Director Gondry awakens spectacle, 
whimsy in Science of Sleep 

A fiery w-otorcycle crash, jasoi*. B-, 

age Ztsi, suffers, bur^s, head tkvjK-ry, 
U S E M > 

sfuotee tiA-halatiOkv ItypovoUmxc 

sloocte. what do health profession-als 

aiA-d vibioeiA.gi^eers v^ttd to teww to '•* * * > v 

•pull jaso i t through this % \ 

em.ergeiA.cy? what vvew advances- iw> research a^.d techwol 

ogy are w^i-provxrcgjasoiA/s chai^ces for a f u l l recovery? 

BIOE 430: Quantitative Anatnmy a Physiology I 

Jason's s t o r i j p rov ides t h e hac l cd rop for B I O E 4 ^ 0 : 

Q u a n t i t a t i v e A n a t o m y & p h q s i o l o g q I, a new f ree 

elect ive o f f e r e d in fal l 1006. T h e new ser ies o f B I O L 

cou rses ( Q A P II will be o f f e r e d in s p r i n g 2 0 0 7 ) uses pa t i en t 

cases t o e x p l o r e t h e l inks be tween basic science, mathemat -

ics a n d cl in ical medicine. T h e c o - i n s t r u c t o r s - f a c u l t y f r o m 

C.1T M. D. A n d e r s o n C a n c e r C e n t e r - in tegra te expe r t i se in 

medicine, mathemat ics , a n d ana tonu j a n d pru js io logq. 

• C lass schedu le : T h u r s d a y s , - f - 7 p . m . 

• C lass room: k e c k Hal l IOI 

• Prerequis i tes: BIOET: know ledge o f d i f f e ren t i a l 

equa t i ons 

• f o r f u r t h e r in fo rmat ion : C o n t a c t D r . k a t h r q n Peek, ( 70 ) 

792- JJb'y, kpee lc@mdanderson .o rg 

Ann Wang 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Filmmakers who choose com-
mon storylines know they risk 
producing cliched work. The start-
ing ingredients for The Science of 
Sleep are familiar: the unattainable 
girl next door, the dead-end job, 
romantic Paris and a few crazy 
dreams. As usual, director Michel 
Gondry (Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind) takes this straw 
fodder and spins it into gold. 

'the science of sleep' 

rating • • • • o f f i v e 

at Arigelika Film Center 
beginning Sept. 29 

The film's greatest s t rengths 
are its eye-candy visuals and com-
plex main characters. For most of 
the film, Gondry traps viewers in 
the head of protagonist Stephane 
Miroux (77te Motorcycle Diaries' 
Gael Garcia Bernal) — literally. 
References to Stephane's altered 
perception of reality abound, and 
scenes frequently cut to a room 
with eyelids for curtains. 

The film thrives on these sur-
real, detailed sets — and on inge-
nious animation, the likes of which 
Gondry has produced regularly 
in films, commercials and music-
videos for bands such as Bjork 
and the White Stripes. For The 
Science of Sleep, Gondry takes care 
to maintain a childlike, handmade 
crudeness in each animated scene: 
Cardboard cities and roughhewn 
stuffed animals trot and fly jerk-
ily through the film's cartoons. 
But viewers should not interpret 
the unsophisticated animation as 
carelessness. Rather, these sto-
rybook visuals underscore one of 
the film's most prominent themes: 
childhood imagination and wonder-
ment with life. 

Hie daydreaming Stephane is 
fully ensnared in this wonderment, 
so much so that he fails to distin-

guish his real life from fantasy. He 
often sleepwalks or dozes in and 
out of waking dreams, which gets 
him into comic trouble at work and 
with his love interest Stephanie (21 
Grams Charlotte Gainsbourg). 

In a memorable scene, Stephane 
presents Stephanie with a set of 
3D glasses. Bewildered, Stephanie 
asks, "Isn't life already in 3D?" The 
dejected Stephane, lost in his dream 
world and hur t by Stephanie 's 
rejection of it, does not realize 
that Stephanie does love him and 
relate to him. The two are otherwise 
similar, but Stephanie struggles to 
cope with Stephane's disengage-
ment from the real world. 

This is the first feature-length 
film that Gondry has directed 
solo, and the absence of Charlie 
Kaufman, his partner on Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, 
seemed foreboding. As usual, 
Gondry manufactures a pleasant 
surprise: The script is hilarious. 
Stephane puts on a Seinfeld-worthy 
series of linguistic confusions a s he 
alternates between Fnglish, French 
and Spanish. The situations are 
often so discomfiting that viewers 
do not know whether to laugh at or 
with the daydreaming joker. 

Storybook visuals 
underscore one 
of the film's 
most prominent 
themes: childhood 
imagination and 
WONDERMENT 
with life. 

Bernal delights viewers with 
a quirky, impish awkwardness as 
he plays Stephane, a rare treat not 
seen in his more prominent roles as 
heroes, bad boys and womanizers. 

see SLEEP, page 23 

Rice Canterbury 
Invites You 

WEEKLY EVENTS: 

Sunday Church Service and free dinner: 
Where: At Autry House across from Lovett 
on Main Street 

When: Sunday at 5 pm. 

Compline 
Where: Ray Courtyard at the RMC 
When: Wednesday at 9 pm. 

Bible Study 
Where: Upper Hanszen Commons 
When: Friday at 12 pm. 

Rice Canterbury is the Episcopal Church's 
Campus Ministry 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~autry 

http://www.ricegpllery.org
mailto:kpeelc@mdanderson.org
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~autry
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VIHA 

FREE PIZZA 
Buy any Large Pizza at regular 
Menu Price and receive a 2nd 
Pizza of equal or lesser Value 

Valid only at Kirby location. Coupon required. Delivery 
charges my apply. 

(713) 432-7272 
Expires 09/15/2006 

New Students, 
Welcome to Rice! 

On Campus Day! 

i -y l eek^ 1 

0,1 Week* 'A v . v> 

Camp"5 •fours' 

High Schoo 

Onlinec f ia ts ! 

I Visits! 

Want more students from your hometown at Rice? 
Want to help recruit the Rice Class of 201 I ? 

, Junteer for the Student Admission Council! 

G •> to http://wvvvv.ruf.rice.edu/~ricesac/ to sign up! 
Questions? Email: ricesac@rice.edu 
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COURTESY NEW LINE CINEMA 

Samuel L. Jackson's famed and fouimouthed outbursts contribute to 
the B-movie glory of Snakes on a Plane. 

Snakes, planes usher 
return of B-list cinema 

jL 

After months of anticipation 
and thousandsofweb references, 
Samuel L Jackson finally said it 
on the big screen. Yes, he has 
had it with those motherfuckin' 
snakes on that moth-
erfuckin' plane. 

By now, every-
one knows the basic 
plot. A guy witnesses 
murder, Samuel L. 
Jackson escorts him 
via plane to testify, as-
sassins put snakes on 
the plane, and Jack-
son goes medieval 
on their collective 
reptilian non-asses 
and curses profusely. 

Of course, the actual movie is 
much deeper. Red Bull product 
placement and explanations of 
how the assassin sprayed the 
plane with hormones to make 
the snakes hyper-aggressive 
really help flesh out the film. 
Also, boobies. 

Hypothetically, the movie 
could be taken seriously. Il 
certainly conjures memories 
of terrorist threats after this 
summer 's Flight 93 and cable 
news' own "water bottles on 
a plane" coverage. Bloggers 
have already commented that 
the film is a proper metaphor 
for the irrational fear driving 
the war on terror. And Lou 
Dobbs may see the movie as 
a metaphor for illegal immi-
gration, with phallic foreign 
c r e a t u r e s t h r e a t e n i n g our 
women and c h i l d r e n . But 
Jackson himsblf put it best: 
"It's not Gone with the Wind. 
It's not On the Waterfront. It's 
Snakes on a PlaneV 

Sure, ironically 
enjoying a movie 
rather than 
actually enjoying 
it can get tiring 
after a while. But 
it is about time 
people realize 
that most movies 
these davs are 
HORRIBLE and 
just go with it. 

But like those films, Snakes 
on a Plane is a rare success. 
So, inevitably, o the r movie 
studios will try to copy it. Iliis 
may very well usher in a new 
era of the B-movie ... Although 
given recent horror movies, 
it may very well already have 
begun. Saw. also starring one 
Samuel L. Jackson, was just 

Evan 
Mintz 

horrible enough to be hilarious— 
and merit two sequels. And 
a prequel to the remake of 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre has 
finished production, which is 

another example of 
a title lending credit 
and camp to a film. 

It seems as if Hol-
lywood jus t gave 
up on making good 
m o v i e s . But t h e 
public reaction has 
certainly shown that 
people don't want 
good movies. They 
want violence, curs-
ing and, well, boo-
bies. The B-movie 

is back. If only the films would 
still play at d r ive- th rough 
thea te r s with previews en-
couraging the old duck and 
cover — or the purchase of 
tarps and duct tape. 

What makes Snakes on a 
Plane unique is that New Line 
Cinema recognized demand 
and embraced the movie 's 
suckiness. A post-production 
reshoot added more cursing, 
violence and nudity to bring the 
film up to fan expectations — 
and an R rating. This is best 
captured in a single scene where 
a young, hot couple has sex in 
the airplane bathroom, smokes 
a joint and gets attacked by a 
pheromone addled poisonous 
snake—which bites the woman 
right on her naked, silicone-
infested breast. 

That entertainment is only 
topped by the next scene, where 
a snake latches onto a peeing 
gentleman's own black mamba. 
Cinematic genius. If only the 
filmmakers had realized that 
many snakes see heat rather 
than our own visual spectrum: 
Where would ratings have gone 
if Snakes on a Plane included a 
Predator-e sque hunt? 

It is hard to straddle the line 
between hilariously bad and 
just bad: Snakes on a Plane was 
possibly one of the worst films 
I have ever seen, and it was 
B-movie brilliance. Sure, ironi-
cally enjoying a movie rather 
than actually enjoying it can get 
tiringaftera while. But il is about 
time people realize that most 
movies these days are horrible 
and just go with it. 

In the end, my pa ren t s 
thought it was hilarious, my 
10-year-old brother thought 
it was hilarious and you will 
probably think it is hilarious. 
So go — go with purposely low 
expectations, but go — and 
watch some mor ther fuckin ' 
snakes on a mothe r fuck in ' 
plane, motherfucker! 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
junior and opinion and Backpage 
editor. 

Rob 
Wood 
Sunc 
2009 
$25 

Mael 
Wedf 
813 
$13 

http://wvvvv.ruf.rice.edu/~ricesac/
mailto:ricesac@rice.edu
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Listen up: Houston fall concert guide 
Today new students celebrate the end of mandatory button-wear-

ing with Houston Night Out, the first opportuntiy for many of them to 
spend time off campus. But most Friday evenings are not pre-planned 
for students by campus organizations. So, sooner or later they will have 
to start finding their own entertainment. To facilitate this process, the 
following listings cover a variety of musical tastes and offer an alternative 
to Willy's Pub trips and dinner-and-a-movie routines. 

compiled by Ju l ia B u r s t e n 

Gorilla Biscuits at Meridian 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 
1503 Chartres St. 
$15 in advance/$17 at the door 

Rob Zombie and Godsmack at 
Woodlands Pavilion 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 
2005 Lake Robbins Dr. 
$25 - $49.50 

Mae at Warehouse Live 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
813 St. Emmanuel St. 
$13 

3 1 1 at Woodlands Pavilion 
Sept. 1, 6:30 p.m. 
$25 - $35 

Ludo at Warehouse Live 
Sept. 1, 7 p.m. 
$10 

Roseanna Vitro at Cezanne 
Sept. 8, 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. 
4100 Montrose Blvd. 
$15 

Darren Kozelski at Firehouse 
Sept. 9, 9 p.m. 
5930 SW Freeway 
$8 

Ben Kweller at Meridian 
Sept. 13, 9 p.m. 
$20 

Guster at Verizon Wireless Theater 
Sept. 16, 8 p.m. 
520 Texas Ave. 
$35 

KT Tunstall at Meridian 
Sept. 16, 9 p.m. 
$15.25 

Shakira and Wyclef Jean at 
Toyota Center 
Sept. 19, 7:30 p.m. 
1510 Polk St. 
$19.50 - $85 

SLEEP 
From page 21 

While Stephane may be improbably 
puerile and slightly insane, he is 
first and foremost human. When 
Stephanie rejects him for the first 
time, he pouts, "It's not my fault that 
I have feelings," and later says that 
she is "at once all the women who 
broke his heart." As the frustrated 
Stephanie, Charlotte Gainsbourg 
pulls off her role effortlessly and 
immediately wins viewers' sym-
pathies. 

The only downside to this film-
reel gold is that those unfamiliar with 
Gondry's work may be unsettled by 
the film's the bizarre, disjointed 
nature. Even those who sat through 
all 400 minutes of the collection 
Ihe Work of Director Michel Gondry 
will find enduring this film a visual 
and mental strain, and they may 
remain dazed in the theater as the 
credits roll. Somewhere between 
the cellophane streaming out of the 
faucet and the tufts of cotton that 
hang in the air as clouds, viewers 
realize that they also can no longer 
distinguish reality from fantasy. 

That, of course, is Gondry's 
intent. The film's fantastical at-
mosphere is further maintained 
by a playful soundtrack. In one 
dream sequence, Stephane and 
his officemates do a cover of I>ou 
Reed's "If You Rescue Me" dressed 
up in furry cat suits. And even this 
is not the most outlandish image 
in the film. 

A bittersweet stream of con-
sciousness, The Science of Sleep 
reminds viewers just how unscien-
tific and illogical love and dreams 
can be, especially when they are 
mixed together. 

Architecture in Helsinki at 
Warehouse Live 
Sept. 20, 9 p.m. 
$13 

South Austin Jug Band at Last 
Concert Cafe 
1403 Nance St. 
Sept. 22, 8 p.m. 
$10 

Chris Brown at Woodlands Pavilion 
Sept. 22, 7 p.m. 
$25.50 - $59.50 

Reverend Horton Heat at Meridian 
Sept. 28, 9 p.m. 
$5 

Live at Verizon Wireless Theater 
Sept. 28, 8 p.m. 
$29.50 

Mark Towns Latin Jazz Quartet 
at Cezanne 
Sept. 30, 9 p.m. 
$10 

Zombie reanimated for 2006 U.S. tour 
Kim Hartson 
FOR THE THRESHER 

After two stints in the movie industry, Rob 
Zombie returned to music with the March release 
of Educated Horses, his first album of all-new mate-
rial in five years and the inspiration for his Sunday 
concert at Woodlands Pavilion. The concert is 
a stop on Zombie's U.S. tour with rock veterans 
Godsmack and begins today in Dallas. 

Neither fans nor critics knew what to expect 
from Zombie's return to his native industry, but 
Horses has proven that this epic and multitalented art-
ist still has a few tricks up his sleeve. Zombie shared 
his struggles with his return to rock in a phone 
interview with the ITtresher. He said he was as ap-
prehensive about the return as his audience. 

"I thought it would be such a culture shock, and 
it was," Zombie said. "It was actually very difficult. I 
never realized what a different mindset [the music 
industry] is [compared to the movie industry]." 

Zombie's long absence from music drew criti-
cism from fellow artists as well as concern from 
fans. 

"They can come out on the road and travel on a 
bus for a year and then tell me I don't love music," 
Zombie said. "I wouldn't be on tour and making 
records if I didn't still love it." 

But Horses has not fully halted the criticism. 
Some fans and music publications have labeled 

the album "far too mellow" and "lacking heart." 
This hasty billing does Horses and Zombie a grave 
injustice — the album is this prolific artist's most 
wide-ranging cut to date. Zombie explained that Horses 
illustrates the diversity of his musical talent. 

"I feel it breaks down where a third of the record 
is heavy, a third ot the record is sort of in the 
middle, and a third of it is sort of more mellow, 
and that's what 1 wanted to do," Zombie said. "I 
feel that records that are just 100 percent fast and 
heavy become monotonous." 

From the catchy, electronic "Foxy, Foxy" to the 
more hard-hitting "Let it al I Bleed Out" and "American 
Witch," the album succeeds in spanning a range of 
tempos and intensities. Sure, some songs are mellower 
than what Zombie fans are used to, but Zombie says 
this serves a purpose. 

"I think [more varied albums] have a longer life 
because songs sort of make themselves apparent at 
different times," he said. "You listen to it, and you 
love this song. Maybe you don't like that song, but 
then maybe you kind of get into it in a different way, 
at another time." 

In addition to the musical innovations in Horses, 
Zombie said he hopes to bring changes into his live 
performance with his current tour. While he would 
not release any specifics of stunts or pyrotechnics, he 
said he hopes to revive the giant stage show tradition 
ofhard rock. 

MEDICAL HUMANITIES 
Fall 2006 

What is M e d i c a l H u m a n i t i e s ? We de f ine the term "medica l humani t i e s" broadly to inc lude an interdiscipl inary 

field o f humani t i e s (l iterature, ph i losophy , e thics , history and re l ig ion) , soc ia l s c i e n c e (anthropo logy , cultural 

s tudies , p s y c h o l o g y , s o c i o l o g y ) , and the arts (literature, theater, film, and visual arts) and their appl icat ion to 

m e d i c a l educat ion and pract ice . T h e humani t i e s and arts provide ins ight into the h u m a n c o n d i t i o n , su f fer ing , 

p e r s o n h o o d , our respons ib i l i ty to each other, and o f f e r a historical perspec t ive o n m e d i c a l pract ice . At tent ion to 

literature and the arts h e l p s t o d e v e l o p and nurture ski l l s o f observat ion , ana lys i s , empathy , and se l f - re f l ec t ion 

-- ski l l s that are essent ia l for h u m a n e medica l care. ( N Y U M e d i c a l H u m a n i t i e s Webs i te ) 

PHIL 206 The Ethical Nature and Limits of Professionalism in Medicine 
Faculty: Laurence McCullough 

Meeting: 2:30pm—3:50pm TR RH 106 

T h i s course wil l cri t ical ly e x a m i n e the ethical nature o f m e d i c i n e as a p r o f e s s i o n and e th ica l ly just i f ied l imits on 

medica l p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m in the context o f contemporary ethical and publ ic p o l i c y controvers ie s . 

PHIL 336 Medical Ethics 
Faculty: Baruch Brody 

Meeting: 1:00pm - 4:00pm W SS 106 

A ph i lo soph ica l e x a m i n a t i o n o f s o m e o f the fundamenta l i s sues in c l in ica l e th ics , inc lud ing in formed consent , 

c o m p e t e n c y , conf ident ia l i ty , end o f l i fe d e c i s i o n making , the def in i t ion o f death, a l locat ing scarce medica l 

resources , and the role o f e c o n o m i c ana lys i s in c l in ical d e c i s i o n making . R e a d i n g s drawn from cl in ical and 

ph i losophica l literature. 

ENGL 272 Literature and Medicine 
Faculty: Susan Wood 

Meeting: 10:50am - 12:05pni TR HE 224 

D e s i g n e d for. but not l imited to, s tudents interested in the medica l pro fe s s ion , this course in troduces the study 

o f m e d i c i n e through reading imaginat ive literature-- n o v e l s , p lays , e s s a y s p o e s m s - b y and about doctors and 

patients, f o c u s i n g on understanding ethical i s sues and on d e v e l o p i n g critical and interpretive ski l ls . 

For m o r e in format ion p lease contact Baruch Brody, A n d r e w W. M e l l o n P r o f e s s o r in Humani t i e s , at 

7 1 3 - 3 4 8 - 2 7 2 1 or b b r o d y @ b c m . t m c . c d u 

mailto:bbrody@bcm.tmc.cdu
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Matt 
McCabe 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Why freshmen will 
love Rice athletics 

As O-Week closes, you have just been swamped with 
as much information as you could imagine about Rice and 
your next four years. Well, I'm not going to add too much to 
what you've already learned. But any introduction to Rice is 
not complete without a discussion of the best ways to avoid 
studying: watching and playing sports. 

This year carries a lot of promise for Division I's second 
smallest school, Rice. I am certain that many of you fol-
lowed the Owls on national television at the College World 
Series in Omaha, Nebraska in June. It's true: baseball is 
the most successful sport at Rice. 
It's the only sport with a national 
championship — in 2003 — and 
it's one of two teams that yielded 
all-Americans last season, three 
of them. 

I had the privilege of going to 
Omaha as a broadcaster for Rice, 
and the series ignited a fire in me 
for Rice athletics. After two quick 
wins in the CWS, Rice was clearly 
the home team for the Omaha 
fans. I saw more Rice hats around 
town and in Rosenblatt Stadium 
than I've even seen. Those people remember when Chris 
Kolkhorst (Brown '04) ran into a wall to make "the catch." 
They remember when Rice beat Stanford 12-2 in the final 
game of the championship series in 2003. The fans of Omaha 
and the boys of summer are true fans. True fans are what 
all Rice sports need this season. 

The Owls have new life in football with the arrival of 
Todd Graham. During eight short months, Graham has 
sparked enthusiasm for change. Rice Stadium has new 
turf, overhauled bathrooms, better seating and will soon 
have a new scoreboard with a jumbotron. Graham has also 
revolutionized thefootball team'sconditioning, mentality and 
drive. Rice Stadium will be as lull as I've ever seen it Sept. 2 
when the Owls take on their crosstown rivals, the Houston 
Cougars. If there's one rival the Owls can't stand losing to, 
and vise versa, it's the Cougars. Rice-UH games are electric, 
especially when Rice wins. The Owls are on a mission to win 
the Bayou Bucket back! 

What you may not know is that Rice is one of the best 
overall sports schools in Conference USA Soccer won 
the C-USA title last season and advanced to its second 
consecutive NCAA tour nament. Soccer is a blast to watch 
at Rice, and it is a lesson in heckling that you will need 
before joining the Autry Army in November. 

The Autry Army is the boisterous student cheering 
section at men's and women's basketball games. The men 
have a sure-fire ail-American this year in returning senior 
forward Morris Almond, who led C-USA in scoring last 
year. The women are poised to continue their run this 
season under second year head coach, Rice's own Greg 
Williams (Hanszen 70). 

In addition, Rice boasts one of the best volleyball teams 
in C-USA which you have the opportunity to watch all fall. 
The same is true of the cross country and tennis teams. 
Swimming will host three meets this year and returns 
four swimmers who competed at the USA Championships 
against Olympians. 

All of these sports come free to you, courtesy of one of 
the many fees you paid before showing up. As a student, 
you get in free to every home game. All you need is your 
student ID card. And you can get further involved with 
varsity sports by joining the Rowdy Owls or the Student 
Owl Club. Make your voice heard as a fan and as an 
advocate. We are privileged to have our caliber of athletics 
given our size. Take advantage of it. 

Pride in your university is great, but college pride is 
the focal point of the Rice experience. That college pride 
can extend into the college sports realm where you have 
the chance to play for the glory of your college in pursuit 
of the President's Cup, awarded to the overall most victori-
ous college. College sports include flag football, soccer, 
basketball, volleyball, Softbal l , billiards, table tennis and, 
of course, Beer-Bike. 

I also encourage you to take part in the freshman 
sports like freshman flag football. Freshmen flag got 
my competitive juices going, and those games under 
the Friday night lights have kept me enamored by the 
college sports scene. 

College sports are great opportunities to get to know 
the people at your college. Heck, I dropped orgo lab 
sophomore year because of two flag football games. 

Don't let your first semester go by without getting 
involved in athletics. There's a sport for you, whether 
it be as a spectator or as a participant. You're paying 
for your education and your experience at Rice. Don't 
get sold short by missing out on sports, one of the best 
experiences Rice has to offer. 

Matt McCabe is a Will Rice college junior and comports editor. 

Football shows new looks on new field 
by Nathan Bledsoe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The football team capped its sum-
mer workout sessions with a scrim-
mage on Rice Stadium's new turf 
Saturday in preparation foi its season 
opener against the University of Hous-
ton Sept. 2. The contest came at the 
end of two months of schooling and 
conditioning, all part of a program that 
is new to Rice but now commonplace 
among Division I-A programs. 

"As far as I know, all the teams in Divi-
sion I have a summer school program in 
place, head football coach Todd Graham 
said. "But they certainly don't all get a 
100 percent participation rate. We even 
had our (incoming) freshmen out here 
with us." 

Players spent a taxing few months 
taking up to six hours per summer 
term while undergoing intense work-
outs with strength and conditioning 
coach Yancy McKnight. In addition 
to the workouts, the team ate and 
spent leisure time together, with the 
intent of building camaraderie and 
team spirit. 

Players said they were pleased with 
the outcome of the training sessions, 
which served as a much needed confi-
dence boost before preseason workouts 
began August 7th. 

"The days were so long, but we all 
really worked hard," redshirt fresh-
man defensive end Travis Mason said. 
"You can really see the results." 

The team, faced with learning new 
schemes on top of physical prepara-
tion, is adjusting well. Graham has 
held one or two practices a day, with 
walk-throughs and position meetings 
throughout the day. 

On Saturday, the team brought 
in Conference USA officials for an 
intrasquad scrimmage in front of Rice 
Orientation Week advisers. The team 
gave old Western Athletic Conference 
jerseys to advisers of new recruits. 

The game was marked by penalties, 
which is normal for preseason play. 
The defense looked slightly ahead of 
the offense, but both sides showed 
flashes of promise, as well as streaks 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Freshman defensive lineman Victor Brooks hits a blocking sled during practice 
Wednesday. The Owls begin their first season under new head coach Todd Graham 
Sept. 2 at home against crosstown rival UH. The game starts at 8 p.m. 

of ineffectiveness. 
The Owl defense showed a wide 

variety of fronts and personnel sets, 
and the offense similarly varied forma-
tions—both under-center and shotgun 
sets were shown with various player 
combinations. 

Sophomore starting quarterback 
Chase Clement showed sound deci-
sion-making when pressured in the 
pocket. Despite the penalties, both the 
offensive and defensive lines adjusted 
well to their new responsibilities. The 
option play that characterized former 
head coach Ken Hatfield's offense did 
appear in the scrimmage, but it was 
used as a change-up and not as the 
basis of the offense. 

In addition to the progress made on 

the field, the football team welcomed 
a new look to Rice Stadium. The seats 
in both end zones have been removed, 
dropping the capacity from about 
70,000 to less than 50,000. The spaces 
formerly filled by the old bleachers 
have been partially covered in black 
tarps. At some point, the spaces may 
be converted to event areas or other 
usable space. All of the wooden bleach-
ers have been replaced with the metal 
ones, and the entire stadium has been 
power-washed. 

While the renovations are notice-
able, the project is an ongoing one, as 
there are supports awaiting bleachers 
in the upper deck. Graham's raised 
close to $6 million so and said the 
renovations will continue. 

Beaver shutouts end Owls' CWS run 
by Matt McCabe 

THRESHER EDITORIAI. STAFF 

Had head coach Wayne Graham 
known entering the 2006 season that 
the baseball team would make its fifth 
College World Series appearance in 
Omaha, Nebraska without the left 
arm of sophomore Joe Savery in the 
starting rotation and junior catcher 
Travis Reagan, the team leader, out 
with a broken ankle, he would have 
been astonished. 

"Prior to the season, I didn't think 
that would be possible," Graham said. 
"A lot of people stepped up and did 
pretty well." 

Ranked first in the nation. Rice 
began the CWS with promise, winning 
its first contest in thrilling 6-4 fashion 
over the University of Georgia. All-
American senior right-hander Fddie 
Degerman held the Bulldogs hitless 
for six innings, but was pulled in the 
seventh after allowing his first hit 
and seventh and eighth walks of the 

game. Four consecutive singles off 
&>phomore left-hander Cole St.Clair 
and sophomore righthander Bobby 
Bell put Georgia ahead 4-2 heading 
into the bottom of the seventh. But the 
Owls responded by batting around in 
the home half of the inning to retake the 
lead for good 6-4. Senior right-hander 
Bryce Cox notched the win for Rice, 
working 2.2 scoreless innings and re-
tiring the final six batters. The victory 
was the Owls' first in the CWS since 
the 2003 national championship. 

SEE C W S PHOTOS 

PAGE 2 9 

Rice followed itsopening-round win 
with a 3-2 decision over the University 
of Miami. Another stellar performance 
by Cox highlighted the game. Cox got 
out of a one-out jam in the ninth inning 
with runners on first and third base 
by striking out top hitters Jon Jay and 

Danny Valencia, the three- and four-
hole hitters in the Hurricane order. 
St. Clair got the win by throwing five 
strong innings and allowing just one 
unearned run. 

Following its two consecutive 
wins, the Owls needed just one win to 
advance to the championship series to 
face North Carolina, but the Oregon 
State Beavers, the team of destiny in 
2006, stood in Rice's way. The Beavers 
shut out the ()wls in consecutive games 
5-0 and 2-0 to advance to the champion-
ship series where they would top the 
Tarheels in three games to win their 
first national championship. 

Rice ended the season in a 23-in-
ning scoring drought with a record 
of 57-13, the third-highest win total 
in the program's history. Hie Owls 
concluded the year ranked third in 
most polls and with the second-best 
RPI in Division 1 baseball. 

With all but two position players 
and a host of pitchers returning, the 

See CWS, page 28 

Friday 8/25 7 p.m. Soccer at TCU (Ft. Worth) 
7 p.m. Volleyball at LSU (Baton Rouge, La.) 

First game of the LSU Tiger Classic tournament 

Saturday r ">6 1:30 p.m. Volleyball vs. Penn St. (Baton Rouge, La.) 
5 p.m. VoNeybaH vs. Nlcholls St. (Baton Rouge, La.) 

Sunday 8/27 1 p.m. 
. **-*1 

Soccer vs. Mississippi St. (Rice Track/Soccer Stadium) 
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Robinson repeats as All-American 
Third-place finish in discus best among Owls at NCAA Champbnships 

THE RICE THRESHER FRIDAY. AUGUST 25,2006 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDfTORlAL STAFF 

Senior Krystal Robinson led five 
members of die women's track and 

I field team competing in the NCAA 
Outdoor Track and Field Champi-
onships with a third-place finish in 
the discus, securing All-American 
honors for the second time. Sopho-
more Rachel Greff came within one 
bar of qualifying for All-American. 
The meet was held June 7-10 in 
Sacramento, Calif. 

Robinson's entire collegiate 
career has been defined by nu-
merous dominant performances, 
leading to school records in both 
the discus and the hammer throw. 
The end of her career was no 
different, as she became the first 

Rice female athlete to place in 
the top three in the discus at the 
national meet. Robinson surged 
to the lead in the second round 
by throwing 178 feet, 5 inches. 
That lead held for the next three 
rounds, until eventual champion 
Dace Ruskule from the University 
of Nebraska threw 180-10 to take 
the lead. 

Robinson's performance at the 
national meet was impressive given 
her physical condition — she has 
had severe back problems. She 
had surgery last fell, but it barely 
helped the injury. By the NCAA 
outdoor meet, Robinson's back was 
at its worst, and it wore on her late 
in the meet 

"At nationals, [my back] was as 
bad as it had ever been, pre-surgery 

I 

RICE A L L - A M E R I C A N S 

The women's track and field team has had at least one 
outdoor All-American in seven of the past ten years. The 
Owl outdoor Ail-Americans since 1997: 

1997 Andrea Blacklett, 400-meter hurdles 
Andrea Blacklett, Melissa Straker, TaNisha Mills, 
Elizabeth Fox, 4x100 relay 

2000 Shaquandra Robinson, 800 
Shaquandra Robinson, 1,500 

2001 Alison Beckford, 400 
Alison Beckford, 400 hurdles 
Alice Falaiye, long jump 

2002 Alison Beckford, 400 
2003 Alison Beckford, 400 

Nina Mayes, 100 
2004 Alison Beckford, 400 
2005 Krystal Robinson, discus 
2006 Krystal Robinson, discus 

national champions denoted in bold 

or post surgery," Robinson said. 
"I was very tired.... I don't think 
I had the strength to come back 
and win it as I would have maybe 
if I wasn't hurt" 

With the third-place finish, 
Robinson became the first Owl to 
win outdoor All-American standing 
in consecutive years since Alison 
Beckford (Lovett '03) four years 
ago. But given her chance to win 
the discus and become Rice's first 
national champion in any event 
since 2002, Robinson said she was 
frustrated by the outcome. 

"I wish I had done better, but I 
knew I couldn't have done any bet-
ter than I did," she said. "I went in 
there and threw as hard as 1 could 
throw, and so ... I ended my col-
legiate career the best way I could 
under the circumstances." 

Robinson was not the only Owl 
to turn in a strong performance. 
Greff, who won the pole vault 
at the Conference USA outdoor 
championships in May, would 
have tied for sixth at nationals 
had she taken just one attempt 
to clear 13-5. However, because 
she took two attempts to clear the 
bar, she finished in tenth place, 
two spots short of All-American 
honors. Last year, Greff finished 
in 18th and did not even qualify 
for the finals. 

"Rachel continues to get better," 
head coach Jim Bevan said. "Ayear 
ago, she cleared the opening bar 
and that's it. This year, she cleared 
a couple of bars and made it to the 
second day.... She's just knocking 
on the door of All-American. She 
has a chance to score next year, 
and she has a chance to medal 
next year." 

None of the other three Owls 
See NCAA, page 28 

Leadership Rice 
h e l p s 1T1C...facilitate communication 

among teams planning Rice O-Week. 

Through my participation in the program, 

I've learned to consistently make effective 

requests of other people and have increasingly 

recognized the importance of learning agility. 

O-Week results from hundreds of people's 

work; my position necessitated interaction 

with most of them and allowed me to employ 

leading capacities I learned in LEAD 309. 

Wright, Walsh come 
up short at nationals 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

For the first time in two 
years, the men's track and 
field team sent athletes to the 
NCAA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships, held June 7-10 
in Sacramento, Calif. Despite 
coming into the meet off of re-
cord-breaking outdoor seasons, 
none of the four Rice competitors 
earned All-America status, which 
requires a top-eight finish. 

Sophomore Omar Wright's 
ninth-place finish in the high 
jump was the only top-ten mark 
of any Owl, and senior Ryan 
Walsh was the only other Owl to 
place in an event — 17th in the 
decathlon. 

Wright turned in the best 
performance by a Rice athlete by 
clearing 7 feet, 1. 5 inches, less 
than an inch shorter than the 
school record he tied en route 
to the Conference USA title in 
May. Head coach Jon Warren 
Qones '88) said the high jump 
was unusually competitive. 

"It was arguably one of the 
best events of the whole meet," 
Warren said. "He jumped well. It 
was just the other guys jumped 
[higher]." 

Junior Pablo Solares, an auto-
matic qualifier in the 1,500 meters 
who broke the conference outdoor 
record at the C-USAmeet, did mot 
make the final round at nationals. 
Unlike Wright, Solares fell victim 
to a sluggish field. Solares' heat 
was a full eight seconds behind 
the other heat Solares led the 
heat with 300 meters left, but he 

could not maintain his pace and 
finished tenth with a time of 3 
minutes, 50.64 seconds. 

The first heat went outblazing 
fast, and that led you to believe the 
second heat was going to really do 
something, but the second heat 
came out crawling," Warren said. 
"It was a long race, and he got out 
a little too soon and got swallowed 
up in the homestretch." 

YOU KNOW? 

The men's track and field 
team has had five differ-
ent outdoor All-American 
honors since 2000, 
but none since 2004. 
That year, Ryan Harlan 
(Hanszen '04) won the 
national championship 
in the decathlon. 

The two seniors who went to 
Sacramento finished their careers 
on low notes. Jason Powell, a 2004 
All-American in the triple jump, 
suffered from an ankle injury 
that flared up during the NCAA 
Midwest Regional meet the week 
before and failed to qualify for 
the finals. 

Walsh's 17th-place finish in 
the decathlon was one of the most 
unfortunate stories of the competi-
tion. Heading into the sixth event, 
the 110 meter hurdles, Walsh was 
tied for 11th and only four points 
behind eighth place, with an All-
American finish within reach. 
However, Walsh crashed into the 

See MEN, page 28 

Mark T. Wanek 
O-Week Student Director 
Social and Cultural Anthropology/Policy Studies 
Hanszen '07 

Build your capacit ies for leadership Start your involvement with Leadership Rice by enroll ing in LEAD309: Leadership Theory to Practice 
offered fall semesters only For addit ional information about program opportunit ies visit our website at www.rice.edu/leadership. 
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http://www.rice.edu/leadership
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Owls picked third in C-USA coachers poll 
by Matt McCabe 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

For the first time in its five-year 
history, the soccer team finished 
atop its conference with the 2005 
Conference-USA Championship, 
clinching its second consecutive 
N CAA tournament berth. With nine 
starters returning and a highly-
regarded recruiting class in place 
for year six, the 2006 season could 
yield even better results. 

"This team has the potential 
to defend the championship," 
head coach Chris Huston said. 
"When we're on, we can compete 
with anybody. I think this is our 
strongest team yet, [and] as we 
gfow together and gel, anything 
can happen." 

Sophomore forward Caitlin 
Robbins said the players have high 
expectations. 

"We set a standard when we 
came in, and we knew what we 
wanted," Robbins said. "It's never 
going to be enough unless we get 
back to where we've been. There's 
no reason not to." 

The Owls open their season 
tonight at 7 p.m. with a match at 
Texas Christian University, a team 
that is returning eight starters from a 
6-11 season. The Horned Frogs' lone 
meeting with Rice last year was can-
celled due to Hurricane Rita. The last 
time the teams met was in For t Wor th 
in 2004, and the Owls won 1-0. 

Despite an overall 13-7-1 record. 

Rice won just two of seven games 
away from Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium in 2005. In 2004, Rice 
was 7-1-2 in road games, and with 
10 regular-season matches away 
from home, the Owls will have to 
reclaim success on the road if they 
want to improve. 

"[Winning on the road] is a men-
tal toughness issue," Robbins said. 
"Sometimes we got complacent 
when we jumped out to a lead." 

& THIS WEEKEND 
Soccer vs. Mississippi State 

Where: Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium 

When: Sunday at 1:00 p.m. 

Unlike last year, Rice will not be 
able to vie for the C-USA tide on its 
home field, as Southern Methodist 
University will host the conference 
tournament. The Owls shut out all 
three of their C-USA tournament 
opponents last season. 

C-USA coaches picked Rice to 
finish third behind SMU and the 
University of Central Florida, two 
teams that the Owls have on their 
home schedule. Rice has 3 of its 
first 4 games on the road to start 
the year and 10 out of 18 overall. 
Junior defender and co-captain 
Beth Martin said that the team 
must set the tone early. 

"What [playing on the road] can 
do to your brain and to your body is 
something that you have to break 
through. We need to make a state-
ment," Martin said. 

In two exhibition matches this 
year, the Owls fell to Texas A&M 
University 8-0 but beat Northwest-
ern State University 2-1. 

"The preseason has gone pretty 
well," Huston said. "I don't think we 
came in as prepared as we should 
have been. We've had a lot of tough 
practices, and there has been no 
complaining." 

Martin, the coaches' pick for 
C-USA preseason defensive player 
of the year, will share the captain's 
duties this season with sophomore 
defender Alexa Coralli and sopho-
more midfielder/forward Lauren 
Stanley. She said the intensity of the 
preseason helped. 

"Our schedule has been packed 
a lot more," Martin said. "Last year 
at this same time, we didn't have 
two games like this. We were able 
to see flaws early on." 

Junior forward Clory Martin, 
Beth Martin's sister, said the team 
has already gotten off to a better start 
than past years. 

"Already I feel like we've gotten 
a head start on last year," Clory 
Martin said. "Everybody seems 
to be waiting for our good talent 
to come to a stand still. There's a 
lot more at stake this every year. 
We're just hoping to take it game 
by game." 

Rice Social Dance Society presents 
the Fall 2006 dance classes! 

No Partner Needed! 

Shall we Dance? 
Qub Dues: $15 Students and Rice affiliates. Smoothers 

Or»to« teeatows you to taka al ctos&«$ 

MONDAY NIGHTS 

Ballroom 
t ie Grand Hal in Ihe RMC 
7 pm Beginner 
9 pm Intermediate 8. 

Technique classes 

THUHSDAY NIGHTS 

Swing 
at wily"s Pub 

7 pm Beginner 
8 pm intermediate 8. 

Advanced 

First lesson free!! 

Stay tuned for upcoming events 
Swing workshop (Sept t o 1 * ) & Hcrv est Moon Bail (Sept I61*) 

Check out wwwxvt rice edu/^tsds or email rsdigrice edufor more info 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Junior defender Beth Martin dribbles during last Friday's 2-1 exhibition vic-
tory over Northwestern State. Martin, the C-USA preseason defender of the 
year, joined Junior forward Caitlin Robbins on the preseason all-conference 
team. The Owls begin their season tonight at TCU. 

Come to the Rice University 
Law School Fair! 

Come meet and ask questions of representatives 
from prestigious law schools from around the 

country. This year's participants include Stanford, 
Columbia, University of Chicago, University of 

Michigan, University of Pennsylvania, University 
of Virginia, Northwestern, University of Texas-
Austin, University of Houston, Vanderbilt, and 

Washington University in St. Louis. 

Friday, September 8,2006 
Grand Hall in the RMC. 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Open to all interested students. 
Admission is free. 

Sponsored by 
Student Judicial Programs and Legalese 
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RICE SOCCER 2 0 0 6 

Keys to improvement lay in scoring, goalkeepiug 

f " 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

If there's one thing Rice soccer 
teams have been known for, it's 
defense. The team won its first 
conference championship with 
three consecutive shutouts in the 
2005 Conference-USA Tourna-
ment, beating three opponents by 
a combined score of &0. 

Goalkeepers Lauren Shockley 
(Martel '05) and Adriene Giese 
have been critical to that defense. 
However, Giese, the 2006 C-USA 
Tournament defensive MVP, left 
the team for undisclosed reasons. 

Giese's departure leaves a hole 
in the back of the Owl defense, one 
that has yielded opportunity to 
two seniors, three-year letterman 
Amy McClintock and first-year 
senior Kristina Hoban, formerly 
a setter for the volleyball team. 
McClintock has played in just four 
regular season games in her career 
at Rice — without a start — and 
Hoban was drawn to the team due 
to her sheer athleticism. Their in-
experience leaves a huge question 
mark for the 2006 squad. 

"With Amy McClintock and Kris-
tina Hoban both wanting to start, they 
;ire really pushing each other," head 
coach Chris Huston said. "Hoban has 
been an unbelievable leader on team 
already. She went out this summer 
and was serious about her training. 
The girls respect her and she's an 
elite athlete." 

With the seniors sharing the 
goalkeeping spot, Huston only had 
to fill one position by recruiting: 
the one vacated by senior defender 
Erin Droeger, one of the best soc-
cer players in the team's six-year 
history. Freshman defender Kellen 
Schugart is the early favorite to 
start on the back line. 

"Our defense has always been 
solid," redshirt sophomore forward 
Caitlin Robbins said. "It's a shame to 
lose Droeger, but Schugart is very 
strong on the ball. She makes runs out 
of the back like Droeger used to." 

Two of the three returning de-
fenders are team captains. Junior 
Beth Martin, a second-team all-C-
USA selection in 2006, was voted the 
preseason defensive player of the 
year by C-USA coaches. Martin is 

joined by senior Laura Barber and 
sophomore captain Alexa Coralli 
on the defensive front. 

Martin said she does not like to 
be a very vocal leader. 

MI don't feel so comfortable 
being put in the spotlight," Martin 
said. "Leading by example is being 
confident in the air, making runs 
up, making plays on the outside 
and being part of the act. It's hard 
for the freshman transferring from 
club ball to Division I ball. Showing 
them how to play at that speed is 
something that I can show them." 

While defense is the banner of 
Rice soccer, the midfield has been 
an area of depth, and that will not 
change in 2006. The Owls returns 
all starting midfielders. Senior 
Vanessa Serrano, junior Samantha 
Conn, sophomore Ashley Lucas 
and sophomore forward/mid-
fielder Anne Candee return to 
the midfield, which should be a 
strength for the Owls. 

YOU KNOW? 

Last year, Caitlin Robbins 
became the first player in 
the six-year history of Rice 
soccer to score more than 
10 goals in a season. 

Candee, the offensive MVP 
of the 2006 CTJSA Tournament 
and Rice's assist leader last year, 
scored three goals and notched 
two assists in the tournament. 
Lucas, a member of the C-USA 
all-freshman team, should improve 
her offensive output in the middle 
of the field this year with a season 
under her belt. 

The depth of the midfield is ap-
parent. Senior Maria Fadool, who 
has played a team-high 63 games 
in her Rice career, will be the first 
off the bench if she does not start. 
JuniorTraci Fraser and sophomore 
Christine Petric will also vie for 
playing time. Freshmen Stephanie 
Crain, Katelyn Ostendorf, Jessica 
Ross and Shelley Wong will all look 
for time in the middle as well. 

The Owls return two explosive 
players at the top of their formation. 
Robbins and junior Clory Martin 

Information Technology 
Rice University 

Lab & Classroom Update 

• Ryon 102 is closcd for remodeling (front and 
back rooms merging) and will open in the 
spring as a Linux lab. (Need Unix workstations? 
go to Her/stein 221) 

• New in the Mac and PC labs is the application. 
Deep Freeze, which adds new management and 
security features to our systems. 

• The Her/stein 210 classroom received a major 
technology makeover during the summer. 
Instructional technology was also added to 12 
new rooms, 

• For podium training, see: http://www.rice.edu/it/ 

a b o M j J t / o g w > / p o d i u o i t t 4 i n i o t f «towl 

carry different mentalities, which 
works in the team's favor. Clory 
Martin uses above average speed 
and explosiveness to get to the 
outside, whereas Robbins' strength 
is goal scoring. 

"When I'm on, I'm really good," 
Clory Martin said. "But I'm terribly 
inconsistent. That's probably why 
I'm entertaining to watch." 

Robbins totaled 35 points last 
season with a team-leading 14 goals 
and 7 assists. Nine of her goals came 
in C-USA play, and many of them were 
in pressure situations. Robbins led 
C-USA with 5 game-winners. 

"What we knew about Caitlin 
when we recruited her was that 
she is an unbelievable goal scorer," 
Huston said. 

After a s tandout f reshman 
campaign with seven goals, Clo-
ry Martin's production dipped 
considerably in her sophomore 
year with just two. However, 
she pe r fo rmed exceptionally 
well against Northwestern State 
Aug. 18 in an exhibition match, 
scoring an early goal. 

"If anybody watched our game 
against Northwestern, it's the old 
Clory back," Huston said. "She had 
a great game." 

Clory Martin said pressure af-
fected her drop off last season. 

"Sophomore year 1 plum-
meted," she said. "It was a lot of 
pressure to do just as or better 
I than freshman year ]. "I had noth-

ing to lose as a freshman." 
Senior Brandy Bellow and fresh-

man Erin Scott should also see time 
atforward. Scott scored a goal in the 
Owls last exhibition match against 
Northwestern State. 

Beth Martin said she feels high 
expectations for the 2006 squad. 

This is definitely the best team 
talentand skill wise that Rice has ever 
seen," she said. "If s an exciting and 
terrifying thing at the same time. The 
thing that runs around in my mind 
the most this week is the pressure of 
expectation. We must take the steps 
that we need to get there." 

2 0 0 6 S O C C E R S C H E D U L E 

The soccer team will play 10 of its 18 games and the Conference 
USA Tournament on the road this season. The Owls ae 21-19-
3 all-time against thist year's opponents. Their regular-season 
schedule: 

Date Opponent 
8/25 TCU 
8/27 Mississippi State 
9 /1 Army 
9/4 Penn 
9/8 Houston Baptist 
9/10 Texas 
9/13 Texas Southern 
9/17 Stephen F. Austin 
9/22 Texas State 
9/29 UCF 
10 /1 Southern Miss 
10/6 Colorado College 
10/8 UTEP 
10/13 Tulsa 
10/15 SMU 
10/20 Memphis 
10/22 UAB 
10/27 Houston 

Home games denoted in bold 

Staying well at Rice! 
There are lots of great things going on in the Wellness Center this 
semester! Check out some of our services and upcoming events... 

Get a massage! Get a relaxing massage at discounted 

price. Available Tuesday and Friday. Call to make an 

appointment. 

^ • A v o i d gaining weight! Make an appointment with our 

dietician and make a healthy eating plan, get help losing 

weight, or learn how to eat for better performance! Rice 

students get three appointments for FREE. 

Try something NEW... Acupuncture! 

Your first appointment is FREE, and only $7 after that 

Acupuncture can help with stress, soreness, asthma, 
headaches and many digestive disorders 

Immunization Clinic 
Wednesday, August 30 

Rich Morton Health & Wellness 
Center 

See www.rice.edu/wellness 
for more information 

f < ^ w e l l 
T h e W e l l n e s s C e n t e r 

NEW WEBSITE! 
www.rice.edu/wellness. 

x x -f 
To schedule your 

appointment, or receive 
more information call the 

Wellness Center 
(713) 348-5194 or email: 

wellness#rice.edu 

http://www.rice.edu/it/
http://www.rice.edu/wellness
http://www.rice.edu/wellness
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*1 Searle, Heark lose 
early at NCAAs. 

After the men's tennis squad 
fell short of a team champion-
ship with a second round loss 
to the University of Texas in 
the NCAA Tournament , the 
18th-ranked senior tandem of 
Robert Searle and Tony Haerle 
tried their hand in the NCAA 
doubles tournament, held May 
25-29 in Palo Alto, Calif. 

After defeating the defending 
champions No. 15 John Isnerand 
Antonio Ruiz of the University of 
Georgia in straight sets, the pair 
fell 7-6, 7-6 in the round of 16 to 
the University of Miami's Luigi 
D'Agord and Daniel Vallverdu. 
The Rice duo finished with a 17-
7 record during a year that also 
saw them awarded Conference 
USA outstanding doubles team 
honors. 

Searle also competed in the 
s ingles t ou rnamen t for the 
fourth-straight time, but after the 
33rd-ranked senior easily handled 
Oklahoma State's 13th-ranked 
Daniel Byrnes 6-2,3-0 (ret.) in the 
opening round, he fell in a hard-
fought marathon 6-2, 6-7, 6-7 to 
Texas' 38th-ranked Callum Beale. 
The loss closed Searle's stellar 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 
four-year career—during which 
he was ranked as high as 11th and 
amassed a 104-44 record. 

On the women's side, senior 
Blair DiSesa was Rice's lone repre-
sentative in either the NCAA sin-
gles or doubles championships. 
DiSesa, who won Conference USA 
player of the year honors after 
leading Rice to an improbable 
conference title, was the first Owl 
to play in the singles tournament 
since Wendy Wood (Will Rice'86) 
in 1986. She lost to Tracy Lin of 
UCLA 6-1,6-2. 

— Dylan Farmer 

Four Owls swim at 
USA Nationals 

Four Rice swimmers com-
peted at the USA Swimming 
National Championships Aug. 
1-5 in Irvine, Calif. Juniors 
Brittany Massengale and Amy 
Halsey, along with sophomores 
Skylar Craig and Diane Gu, 
competed for their respective 
club teams at the meet. 

Massengale finished 54th 
of 71 in the 400-freestyle and 
37th of 79 in the 800-freestyle 
with a time of 8:55.72. She will 
compete for the United States 
at the FINA Open Water World 

Championships in Naples, Italy 
Aug. 29-Sept. 3 as a member of 
the five-kilometer team. 

Halsey finished 72nd of 84 in 
the 100-backstroke and 68th of 
81 in the 200-back stroke with a 
time of 2:22.79. 

Craig finished 87th of 92 
in the 100-butterfly and Gu 
finished 57th of 103 in the 50-
freestyle. 

Swimming starts its season 
Oct. 13 in a dual meet against 
the University of Denver. Rice 
will host three meets this season 
against SMU, New Mexico State 
and Miami. 

— Matt McCa.be 

Rice GPA average 
tops in C-VSA 

Rice was awarded the Insti-
tutional Excellence Award Aug. 
8 for its varsity athletes having 
the highest grade point average 
of the 12 schools in Conference 
USA The Owl teams maintained 
a combined GPA of 3.096, with 
a C-USA record 9 of 17 teams 
holding the top GPA for their 
respective sports. 

Baseball, men's basketball, 
men's cross country, football, 
men's golf, women's tennis, men's 

and women's track and field, and 
volleyball held the top GPA in 
their sport. 

— MattMcCabe 

Rice warned about 
low attendance 

In the wake of a 2005 season 
that saw the football team win 1 
of 11 games and draw an all-time 
Rice low 10,072 fans per game, 
the NCAA sent an official letter 
of warning to the Athletic De-
partment in early August. 

The letter, which was 1 of 
12 sent to division I-A schools, 
cautioned the department that 
another year of a home atten-
dance average below 15,000 
could open the door for sanc-
tions, such as the loss of bowl 
game eligibility and the removal 
of Rice football's Division I-A 
status. 

However, athletic director 
Chris Del Conte said new mar-
keting efforts, combined with 
attendance at the Sept. 16 Rice vs. 
Texas game at Reliant Stadium— 
which can count as a home game 
underNCAAprovisions—should 
bolster the average enough to 
avoid NCAA sanction. 

— Dylan Farmer 

Rice Symphonic Band 

Per form the f inest in c o n t e m p o r a r y and 

t rad i t iona l w i n d l i terature 

Aud i t ions are in fo rmal , and used for chair 

p lacement on ly 

Credi t is avai lable - s ign u p for MUSI 340 

Rehearsals are 4-5:30 p m o n Thursdays. 

(Tuesday and Thursday in t h e the spr ing) 

Quest ions? Contac t Chuck T h r o c k m o r t o n at: 

(800) WHY - RICE (or) (713) 348 - 2346 

cthrock@rice.edu 

Music Everywhere (ME), single genderless Rice student organization, seeking 
college-age major and non-major music lovers of all experience (e.g. musicians, 
composers, patrons, inventors) who enjoy meeting like-minded peers, chamber 
ensemble study (informally or formally through MUSI 340 Section 2: Chamber Music 
for Non-majors), free coaching, campus performances, outreach concerts, innovative 
music, long walks on the beach, and some sweet music-lovin'. 

Contact by phone (713 348 2346) or by e-mail (cthrock@rice.edu). 

£iee ton Smo 
- Two different jazz ensembles: A Big Band and a Jazz Combo 
- Auditions are informal, and used to place students in the jazz 

ensemble that most matches their interests and abilities 
- Each ensemble performs at least twice each semester. 

Performances and rehearsals feature the opportunity to 
interact with the top jazz professionals in the city of Houston. 

- Jazz instructor Larry Slezak is the leading tenor player in 
Houston.He performs regularly with the national touring 
musical arts, Broadway shows, and with the Houston 
Symphony. 

- Credit is available- Sign up for MUSI 342 

$ Questions? Contact Larry Slezak at: 
(800) WHY - RICE (or) (713) 348 - 2346 
tenorone@rice.edu 

cws 
From page 24 

Owls have a great shot at return-
ing in 2007, with CWS experience 
under their belts. 

"It's incredibly difficult to get 
to Omaha," Graham said. "We're 
certainly aspiring to that since we 
have a great returning class." 

The Owls advanced to the 
CWS with a super-regional win 
in three games over the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma June 10-12 at 
Reckling Park. Rice's lone loss to 
the Sooners in the super-regional 
series came as result of a com-
plete-game effort by Oklahoma's 
Daniel McCutchen, who has since 
been suspended 50 games by 
Minor League Baseball for using 
illegal performance-enhancing 
supplements. 

The American baseball Coach-
es Association voted Graham the 
South Central Region Coach of 
the Year. It was the third time that 
he had been named a regional 
coach of the year. Graham led the 
Owls to their 11th consecutive 
championship and first in Confer-
ence USA with a 22-2 conference 
record. 

"It's always meaningful when 
your peers vote for you," Graham 
said. "I didn't vote for myself. 
This year, I felt like voting for 
the Prairie View coach [Michael 
Robertson.]" 

Rice had three all-Americans 
on its 2006 team, inc lud ing 
Degerman as a starting pitcher, 
St.Clair as a relief pitcher and 
s o p h o m o r e s h o r t s t o p Brian 
Friday. Degerman and St.Clair 
were both finalists for the awards 
given out for their respective 
specialties — Degerman for the 
Clemens Award and St.Clair for 
the Stopper of the Year Award. 

Savery, who was hampered by 
a nagging shoulder injury, under-
went successful shoulder surgery 
and is expected back healthy by 
January. 

MEN 
From page 24 

ninth hurdle, and while trying to 
regain position, he accidentally 
knocked over the tenth hurdle 
with his hands. That disquali-
fied him in the event and ended 
any hopes for an Ail-American 
finish. 

Though he notched consecu-
tive four th-place finishesin the final 
two events—the pole vault and the 
1,500 — Walsh said the fall in the 
hurdles is what he will remember 
the most. 

"My family was in the crowd, 
and I saw my mom and dad crying," 
Walsh said. "I was just really shaken 
because I knew my dream of [being 
an] Ail-American was just gone, so 
for the rest of the meet I competed 
for pride, and it turned out to be 
a great meet. ... The hurdles will 
definitely be haunting me the rest 
of my life." 

NCAA 
From page 24 

who went to nationals came close to 
making Ail-American. Sophomore 
Callie Wells did not make the finals 
of the 1,500 meters despite running 
a personal-best time of 4 minutes, 
22.36 seconds in her preliminary 
heat. Sophomore Marissa Daniels 
and junior Kate Gorry failed to 
qualify for the finals in the 10,000 
meters, finishing 15th and 19th, 
respectively Bevan said the experi-
ence gained at the national meet, 
however, should help them in the 
coming years. 

"Just making it to nationals is a 
big accomplishment," Bevan said. 
"Everyone except for Krystal is 
coming back next year, so perhaps 
it'll bode well for them having more 
experience.'' 

mailto:cthrock@rice.edu
mailto:cthrock@rice.edu
mailto:tenorone@rice.edu
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ALL PHOTOS BY MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

The Boys of Summer 
Only eight teams in Division I baseball each year play in Omaha, Nebraska, the 
Mecca of college baseball. For the fifth time, Rice made that hallowed trip. 
Though the Owls didn't return with their second national championship, they left 
it all on the field and paved the way to return in 2007. Here are a few memo-
rable moments from the week in Omaha. 
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B Y T H E 

may 29-june 22 

June 21 .2006 — Rosenblatt Stadium 
Omaha Nebraska. 2006 Cottage World Series 

Rice 200100000 
001 000 100 

R 
— 3 
— 2 

H I 
7 3 
1 0 2 

Rtoe (87-12) 
Name (pes) M R H B I Name (pee) 
Henley cf 4 0 2 0 Barney ss 
Lembeck cf 0 0 0 0 Wallace rf 

Buchanan 2b 4 0 0 0 GiHespie If 
Friday ss 4 0 0 0 Row* l b 
Rodriguez 3b 4 0 2 0 Graham cf 
Savery l b 3 0 0 0 Canhamc 

2 0 1 0 Kunda 2b 
4 0 0 0 Mcfeely 3b 
3 0 0 0 Santschi dh 
2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

30 0 5 0 

Luna If 
Lehmann c 
Dodson rf 
Zomes dh 
Ford ph 

(47-15) 
M i l H M 
3 0 0 0 

1 1 0 
2 1 0 
1 2 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 0 1 
1 3 1 
0 0 0 

E — Buchanan (6). Friday (14). Rodriguez (16), 
Atonso (4). Ga (1); OP - Rice 2. Miami 2; LOB 
— Rice 6. OSU 11; 2B — Lehmann (12). Wtoeks 
(18); HR — Henley (8); HBP — Buchanan. Luna; 
SH — Friday 2 (10). Lehmann (6). Dodson (8); SF 

St.Clair W (7-3) 
Bell 
Co* S (4) 

St.Clair 
COKW(S-1) 

Attendance —19.885 

•» M 
6 . 1 1 
0 2 
2 .2 2 

BASEBALL 

O W E a O M S T A T E 2 B I C E 0 

June 22, 2006 — Rosenblatt Stadium 
Omaha Nebraska. 2006 College World Series 

Soon by Inning R 
Rice 000 000 000 — 0 
Oregon St. 003 001 10X — 5 

28 5 7 5 

4 E 
> 0 
r o 

Oregon St. (48-15) 
Name (pee) M R H 
Barney ss 2 0 0 
Wallace rf 
Gillespie If 
Rowe l b 
Graham cf 
Canham c 
Kunda 2b 
McFeely 3b 
Santschi dh 

4 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 1 1 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
4 1 1 
3 0 1 
3 0 0 

Totals 28 2 3 

Rice (57-13) 
Bl Nana (pee) 
0 Henley cf 
1 Buchanan 2b 
0 Friday ss 
0 Rodriguez 3b 
0 Savery l b 
1 Luna If 
0 Lehmann c 
0 Dodson rf 
0 Myers dh 

Ford ph 
Zomes ph 

2 Totals 

R H Bl 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 2 0 

DP — Rice 2. OSU 2; LOB — Rice 7. OSU 7; 2B 
— Rodriguez (21); 3B - Gillespie (5); HR — McFeely 
(4): HBP — Luna 2. Gillespie. Graham. Canham; SF 
— Rowe (6); SB — Buchanan (13), Barney (15). 

Crow L (8-3) 
Bramhall 
McDaniel 
Oregon State 
Turpen W (3-0) 
Paterson 

Gil L (4-3) 
Lane 
McLean 
Perez 

Attendance — 22,283 

GEORGIA 4 RtCE 6 

Friday (8). 

<? H R 

SI 

s B
 BF 

t> 3 1 0 2 6 22 
1 . 1 4 1 I 0 2 8 

2.2 3 0 0 0 2 10 

W H R ER BBSO BF 
6.2 5 3 1 1 6 27 
.1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
1 0 0 0 0 2 3 
1 1 0 0 0 2 4 

June 12, 2006 — Redding Park 
Houston Super Regional 

Oklahoma (45-22) Rice (55-11) 
Name (pee) M R H Bl Name (pee) 
Caufield rf 4 1 1 0 Henley cf 
Raley 2b 5 3 3 1 Buchanan 2b 
Rohlirtger 3b 3 0 1 1 Friday ss 
Smith l b 2 0 1 2 Rodriguez 3b 
Rodriguez dh 4 0 0 1 Savery l b 
Kaiser If 4 0 0 0 Luna If 
Reza ss 4 0 1 0 Ford dh 
Williams c 4 0 0 0 Zornes ph 

2 1 1 0 Dodson rf 
1 0 0 0 Lehmann c 

33 5 8 5 Totals 

H ( K M B O B r Buchanan 2b 4 0 1 0 Raley 2b 5 1 1 0 
3 3 8 9 26 Friday ss 4 0 0 0 HohUnger 3b 4 2 3 2 
1 1 0 0 2 Rodriguez 3b 4 0 0 0 Smith l b 5 0 2 2 
0 0 0 1 10 Savery l b 4 1 2 1 Rodri»jez dh 5 1 1 0 

Luna If 4 1 1 0 Kaiser If 5 2 2 1 
Zomes c 3 1 0 0 Reza ss 3 2 1 0 
Myers pr 0 0 0 0 WWiams c 4 2 2 2 

Dodson rf 4 0 1 0 Ftughes cf 3 0 2 1 
Ford dh 4 2 2 3 

36 5 9 5 Totals 391116 9 

Hughes cf 
Moss ph 

M R H M 
4 2 1 0 

2 2 0 
0 0 0 
2 3 5 
1 1 3 
1 2 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 3 0 

June 17. 2006 — Rosenblatt Stadium 
Omaha Nebraska. 2006 College World Series 

IP H R ER B8 SO BF 
2 4 3 3 3 3 14 

4.2 2 2 2 0 2 17 
1.1 1 0 O i l 5 
IP H R ER BBSO BF 

6.2 5 0 0 1 3 26 
2 . 1 0 0 O i l 8 

Georgia (47-22) Rice (96-11) 
Name (pee) M R M Bl Name (pos) 

Score by Inning R 
Oklahoma 201 010 100 — 5 
Rice 200 105 10X — 9 

34 9 1 2 9 

H E 
8 0 
12 0 

Attendance — 30,335 

Score by Inning R H E 
Oregon St. 010 010 000 — 2 3 0 
Rice 000 000 000 — 0 2 0 

DP — OSU 1; LOB — OSU 5; Rice 4; 28 — Rowe 
(22), Savery (20); HBP — Rowe; SH — Graham (6); 
SF — Canham (6); SB — Luna (4). 

June 21, 2006 — Rosenblatt Stadium 
Omaha Nebraska, 2006 College World Senes 

Wyatt If 
Side cf 
Beckham ss 
Morns l b 
Felmy rf 
Jacobsc 
Olson dh 
Keen ph 
Robbins ph 

Peisel 3b 
Dunn 2b 
Totals 

4 0 1 1 Henley cf 
5 0 1 1 Buchanan 2b 
4 0 1 0 Friday ss 
3 0 0 0 Rodnguez 3b 
1 1 0 0 Savery l b 
2 1 0 0 Luna If 
0 0 0 0 Lehmann c 
1 0 0 0 Dodson rf 
1 0 0 0 Zornes dh 
4 1 1 1 
4 1 1 0 

29 4 5 3 Totals 

M R HBI 
4 0 0 0 

1 2 0 
1 2 1 
2 2 0 
2 3 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 2 2 
0 0 0 

Oregon State IP H R ER BBSO BF 
Nickerson W (13-4) 7.2 2 0 0 3 9 27 
Gunderson S (19) 1 .10 0 0 0 1 4 
Rice IP H R ER BBSO BF 
Degerman L (13-2) 4.2 3 2 2 3 5 20 
Cox 4 . 1 0 0 0 0 6 14 

Attendance — 1 9 , 1 6 1 

Rice (57 11) Miami (42-23) 
Name (poe) M R H Bl Name (poe) M R HBI 
Henley cf 4 1 2 1 Weeks 2b 
Buchanan 2b 3 1 1 0 Giles rf 
Friday ss 2 0 0 0 Jay cf 
Rodriguez 3b 4 0 1 0 Valencia 3b 
Savery l b 3 0 0 1 Raben If 

3 1 1 0 Menendez dh 
3 0 1 0 Tekotte ph 
2 0 1 0 Alonso l b 
4 0 0 1 Rodriguezc 

Tomas ss 
2 8 3 7 3 Totals 

Luna If 
Lehmann c 
Dodson rf 
Ford dh 

1 4 0 
0 2 0 
0 1 0 
O i l 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 

Score by inning R 
Georgia 000 000 400 — 4 
Rice 000 10140X — 6 

33 6 116 

H E 
5 1 
1 1 1 

Oklahoma IP H R ER BBSO BF 
Mottern .2 1 2 2 3 0 6 
Browned L (5-1) 4 . 1 4 3 3 5 2 2? 
Savage 1.2 6 4 4 0 2 12 
Rollins 1 1 0 0 1 0 5 
Conaway .1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Rice IP H R ER B8 SO BF 
Crow .2 1 2 2 1 0 5 
St.Clair W (62) 5 . 1 5 3 3 0 3 22 
Cox S(3) 3 2 0 0 0 4 11 

E — Side (7). Rodriguez (15); DP — Rice 2; LOB 
— Georgia 7, Rice 10; 2B — Friday (22); HBP — Hen 
ley, Luna 2; SH — Jacobs (2); SF—Lehmann (4); SB 
— Henley (6); CS — Wyatt (4), Felmy (2). 

Totals 38 2 102 

Georgia 
Brown 
Warren L (8-3) 
Fields 

IP H 
5 . 1 5 
1.2 5 
1 1 

ER BBSO 
2 3 6 
4 0 3 
0 0 2 

Attendance — 3,613 

RICE S OKLAHOMA 11 
June 11, 2006 — Reckling Park 
Houston Super-Regional 

Rice (54-11) Oklahoma (45-21) 
Name (poe) M R H Bl Name (pee) M R HBI 
Henley cf 5 0 2 1 Caufield rf 5 1 2 1 

THE MOB 
W e ' r e N O T y o u r high schoo l march ing band... 

R i c e U n i v e r s i t y 

M a r c h i n g O w l B a n d 

W E DON'T MARCH . E V E R . 

There aren't 30 hours in a day. You have work. 
We have work...so marching practice 2 hours a 
day every day isn't an option. By meeting twice 
a week, we can put on awesome shows, sans 
marching. 

W E ' R E A PERFORMANCE-SPIRIT GROUP 
The MOB is more than just your average 
spirit group. We're performers at heart! 
Each game is our opportunity to show our 
musical and theatrical talent in a script 
written by MOBsters, as well as cheering on 
our athletes as one of the largest and 
loudest spirit groups at Rice. 

BRING A N Y INSTRUMENT 
We're serious. We have 
keyboardists, electric guitars, 
and string instruments, among 
others. Never been in a band 
before? No problem! Want to 
try something different? We're 
here to help. Don't play an 
instrument? Check out our SAs. 

W E HAVE SHOW ASSISTANTS 
SAs that is. This unique group doesn't play instru-
ments, except kazoos. Instead, they build the props 
and act out the scripts that make the MOB unique. 
And after an hour with them, you'll be amazed at what 
they can do with duct tape, PVC pipe, and cardboard. 

O U R MUSIC ROCKS! 
Literally. Our music folder 
is brimming with all kinds of 
rock. From Dave Matthews 
Band to AC/DC to Santana 
to our theme song, "Louie, 
Louie." 

INTERESTED IN BEING PART OF A 

COOL-FEDORA WEARING, NON-MARCHING, 

ROCK-PLAYING BAND? 

W A N T TO LEARN MORE? 
Then fill out the reply card and mail it to us. 

Or email us at: 
recruitment@ mob.rice.edu 

And don't forget to come to our Open House during 
O-Week See you there! 

Rice 
Oklahoma 

0 1 1 3 0 0 000 
100 500 4 IX 

R H E 
5 9 3 
11 16 0 

E — Buchanan (5). Friday (13). Dodson (2); 
LOB — Rice 5, OU 7; 2B — Henley 2 (26), Ford 
(3), Rohlmger (16), Smith (18), Kaiser (16); 3B 
— Hughes (1); HR — Savery (8), Ford (1), Rohlinger 
(13). Kaiser (7): HBP — Re/a; SH - Hugies (4); 
SF — Rohlinger (7); S8 — Caufield (19), Raley (6); 
CS — Smith (2). 

LOB — OU 6. Rice 13; 2B — Smith (19), Reza (12). 
Luna (13); HR—Raley (2). Rodnguez (11). Savery (9), 
Luna (16); HBP — Caufield, Smith, Hughes. Friday. 
SH — Lehmann (5); SF — Smith (5), Rodriguez (8); 
SB — Raley (7). 

Rice IP H R ER BBSO BF 
Bell 3 . 1 6 5 5 0 0 18 
Bramhall L (4-2) 2 2 1 0 0 1 9 
McDaniel 1 . 1 4 4 4 0 2 8 
Pessa .1 4 1 1 0 0 5 
Gunderson 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Oklahoma IP H R ER BBSO BF 
McCutchen 9 9 5 5 1 9 37 

Attendance — 4,120 

June 10. 2006 — Reckling Park 
Houston Super-Regional 

Oklahoma (44-21) 
Name (poe) M R 
Caufield rf 5 0 
Raley 2b 4 1 
Rohlinger 3b 5 1 
Smith l b 4 0 
Moss dh 3 0 
Rodriguez ph 1 0 

Kaiser If 4 0 
Reza ss 3 1 
Williams c 2 1 
Rooker ph 1 0 
Shackelfrd c 0 0 

Hughes cf 3 0 
Totals 35 4 

H Bl 
0 0 
1 0 
3 1 
1 1 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
7 3 

Rice (54-10) 
Name (poe) M R H Bl 
Henley cf 
Buchanan 2b 
Friday ss 
Rodriguez 3b 
Savery l b 
Luna If 
Zomes dh 
Dodson rf 
Lehmann c 

2 0 
4 1 
1 4 
1 1 
0 0 
1 1 
2 0 
1 0 
2 2 

Totals 3 4 1 0 1 4 9 

Score by Inning R H E 
Oklahoma 020 000 200 — 4 7 1 
Rice 420 100 30X — 10 14 1 

E — Reza (1). Friday (12); DP — Oklahoma 2; LOB 
— OU 8, Rice 7; 2B — Rohlinger (15). Smith (17). 
Henley (24), Zornes (4). Lehmann (11); HR — Friday 
(9), Rodriguez (10). Luna (15), Lehmann (3); HBP 
— Williams, Henley, Friday; SF — Friday (5); CS 
— Buchanan (3). 

Oklahoma IP H R ER B8 SO BF 
Guerra L (11-4) 1.2 6 6 6 1 2 12 
Brownell 3.1 4 1 1 2 0 14 
Sandoval 1 2 1 1 1 1 7 
Hammons 1 2 2 2 0 1 3 
Rollins 1.2 0 0 0 0 2 5 
Rice IP H R ER BB SO BF 
Degerman W (13-1) 6.2 6 4 3 2 8 30 
Cox 2.1 1 0 0 1 4 9 

Attendance — 4,975 

BAYLOR 4 RICE X 
June 5. 2006 — Reckling Park 
Houston Regional 

Baylor (37-26) 
Name (pos) ABR 
Russo 2b 4 1 
Fortenberry If 5 1 
Weems ss 4 1 
Dillon c 
Jackson l b 
Pankratz dh 
Gerdes cf 
Sevigny rf 
Bias 3b 
Jeffcoat ph 
Linebaugh pr 0 0 

Totals 34 4 

3 0 
4 0 
4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
2 1 
1 0 

Rice (53-10) 
H Bl Name (pos) 
1 0 Henley cf 
1 0 Buchanan 2b 
1 1 ftiday ss 
1 2 Rodriguez 3b 
0 0 Savery l b 
0 0 Luna If 
1 0 Zornes c 
0 0 Dodson rf 
0 0 Lehmann l b 
1 0 
0 0 
7 3 Totals 

R HBI 
2 4 0 

1 0 
0 0 
2 3 
1 0 
1 0 
1 2 
3 2 
0 0 

33 7 13 7 

Score by Inning R H E 
Baylor 003 000 100 — 4 7 0 
Rice 005 110 00X — 7 13 0 

LOB — Baylor 8, Rice 7; 2B — Fortenberry (10). 
Henley 2 (23), Zomes (3). Dodson (16); 3B — HR 
— Fnday (9), Rodriguez (10). Luna (15), Lehmann 
(3); HBP — Williams. Henley, Friday; SF — Friday 
(5); CS — Buchanan (3). 

Oklahoma IP H R ER BBSO BF 
Guerra L (11 4) 1 .26 6 6 1 2 12 
Brownell 3.1 4 1 1 2 0 14 
Sandoval 1 2 1 1 1 1 7 
Hammons 1 2 2 2 0 1 
Rollins 1.2 0 0 0 0 2 5 
Rice IP H R ER B8 SO BF 
Degerman W (13-1) 6.2 6 4 3 2 8 ) 

Cox 2.1 1 0 0 1 4 9 

Attendance — 4.975 

R I C E 7 A A Y L O R 2 
June 4, 2006 — Reckling Park 
Houston Regional 

Score by limine R H E 
Rice 310 000 300 — 7 8 1 
Oklahoma 000 200 000 — 2 5 2 

Attendance — 4,097 

June 3. 2006 — Reckling Park 
Houston Regional 

Score by Inning R H E 
Prairie View 005 000 000 — 5 9 0 
Rice 012 000 021 — 6 10 1 

Attendance — 3,726 

HOUSTON 8 RICE 11 
May 28, 2006 — Reckling Park 
CUSA Championship 

Score by Inning R H E 
Houston 200 300 000 — 5 7 2 
Rice 010 324 01X — 11 13 1 

Attendance — 3,732 

Tkeee boxecoree liniught to yon by: 
A new era in Rice athletics 
Dis-0 
So yeah. I talked to your proctologist on the phone 
yesterday 
Oh yeah? 
He told me he found your head 
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CALENDAR 
aug. 25- sept. 1 

FRIDAY 1 
SATURDAY 2$ 
Schlep 

At 12 p.m. today, students not 
involved in Orientation Week 
may officially move back on 
campus. To put things in 
perspective, while many new 
students are off serving the 
greater good at Outreach Day, 
you can serve your greater 
good by unpacking your 
underwear. Moving in can be 
accomplished in three easy 
steps: Get a roomie. Get a 
dolly. Get your stuff. 

because what's cooler than 
saying you were in a quantum 
mechanics class when you're 
an English major? Saying you 
dropped a quantum mechan-
ics class and picked up a yoga 
LPAP. Regular registration 
continues through Friday for 
undergraduate, graduate and 
visiting students. 

PIN-be-gone 
Quick reminder Today is the 
last day of regular registration. 
Therefore, if you wait till after 
today to add or drop a class, 
you'll need to get an add/drop 
PIN before doing so. Try to 
avoid causing yourself, and the 
registrar, unnecessary pain 
and suffering. 

WEDNESDAY 30 

SUNDAY 

No headbutts here 
27 

The women's soccer team 
plays their home opener at 
1 p.m. in the track and soccer 
stadium. The team is coming 
off a berth in the NCAA 
tournamen* and would love 
your support, so float, walk, 
or drive on over to the pitch. If 
you find yourself walking over 
with Zidane, don't insult 
his mother. 

Hump day 

Today, fine readers, is the 
very first Wednesday of this 
semester, making it the last 
first Wednesday of the final 
fall semester of 2006. While 
this may seem essentially 
inconsequential to many, it 
probably seems completely 
inconsequential to most; I feel 
differently. Since I write the 
calendar, I suppose in this 
situation my opinion matters. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 
on a space available basis. 

Coming Fall 2006 

The Department of 
Mechanical Engineering & Materials Science 

MECH 524 
Engineering Mathematical 
and Numerical Methods 

Elements of linear algebra, linear operators, systems of linear 
differential equations for discrete physical systems, calculus 
of variations, partial differential equations, Green's functions, 

examples from solid and fluid mechanics, discretization of 
continuous systems, finite element method. 

Instructor: 
Professor Ray Bowen 

Distinguished Visiting Professor of Mechanical Engineering, 
Rice University 

President Emeritus, Texas A&M University 

For more information please contact the Mechanical 
Engineering and Materials Science Office at 713.348.4906. 

THURSDAY 21 
MONDAY 28 
And now I've got my boots 
laced up tight... 

Oh, back to school, back to 
school to show my mom I'm 
not a fool. I digress, but today 
does mark the first day of 
classes in the fall 
semester. This editor 
recommends taking full advan-
tage of the shopping period, 

War Owl Rally 

Join the newly-named War 
Owls (the student section at 
home football games) at the 
Student Spirit Rally at 8 p.m. 
in Rice Stadium. Come by to 
get free T-shirts, free food, a 
look at the renovated stadium 
or just a chance to walk on the 
new playing surface. The rally 
gives students a chance to 
meet the team and coaching 
staff. There will be a movie 
shown on the JumboTron 
immediately following the 
rally, pending its installation. 

AMERICA READS 
I l J I O R I N C i P l i O G R A M 

Are you a work-study student? 

Are you interested in helping children? 
Stop by the Communi ty Involvement Center 
n the Rice Memor ia l Center t o apply for the 
America Reads Tutor ing Program, a federal 
work-study program designed t o enhance 
the reading and math skills of elementary 
school children. Tutors are matched w i t h 
children at the Nehemiah Neighborhood 
Center and Whar ton Elementary School. 

Starting Salary $9/ hour 

Make a positive impact on a 
child's future 

Information and applications 
are available online: 
http://www.rice.edu/service 

Information Session - Tuesday, August 29 @ 7:30pm in Farnsworth Pavilion 

Come Worship with Us! 
West University Baptist Church invites you to worship, the study of 

God's Word, and fellowship. 

We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday worship services, as well as a 
college-level Sunday school class that is attended by many Rice University and Medical 
School students and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served in the class, 

along with an opportunity to take the Lord's Supper each Sunday morning. 

We are located 2 miles directly west of campus, 6218 Auden between University and 
Rice. Free round-trip shuttle service is provided each Sunday morning leaving at 8:15 
AM and 9:15 AM on the loop in front of Rice's Allen Center. See www.wubc.org for 

more details, or call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 AM 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/service
http://www.wubc.org
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MOMMY, 

WIHERE d o 

BAckpAqes 

COME fROM? 
Well just follow these six easy 

steps, and you too can have a 

hilarious satire section. And if it's 

not funny, Photoshop it until it is! 

Step 1 Step 2 

Step 3 
Uh-oh! Realize it is 
5:46 a.m. and with 
nothing to show. Drink a 
sixth Mountain Dew and 
put on a thinking cap. 

Step 4 
Throw darts at 

a board with 
random words 

written on 
it — just like 

how James Joyce 
wrote Ulysses. Of 

course, his was 
much bigger. 

t , i 1 v L. 

p. 

—^—-A-

Le«.\ [•*& i sri'-' 
^u> | 

/* If- Pi rt 1 
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i 
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Va»VA 

•TV j*4 j 

! a^i,. ng2*TS 

j# 1 |MB 
ifevW1' h*®1 

Step 5 
Contemplate 
what sort of 
Backpage can 
be made from 
"Evan," "Stag-
gers," "Jews," 
and "Blacks 
Jews again." 
If only you 
got Jim Tour, 
lesbians and 
anal beads, this 
would be a lot 
easier. 

Step 6 
Snakes on a 

Backpage! 
The movie was 
hyped by Blog-
gers, made by 
Jews, starred 
n Ififlin lou/c Dluvlw JUWI) 

again, and now 
incorporates the 

Thresher. But 
wait! Snakes on 

a Backpage turns 
out to be inap-

propriate. Give up 
and go to sleep. 

Huzzah! You made a Backpage, and you were only in the Thresher 

off ice for 1 8 hours straight. Now get some sleep and look forward 

to everyone tel l ing you how bad it is on Friday morning. 

Come up with a great idea. Eureka! Put In hours 
of work, and hope Classifieds doesnt 
unexpectedly need more room at the last minute. Have E1C David Brown reject Backpage because It Is horribly 

insulting/ractet/not funny. Leave before he starts ranting 
about "War Owls!" 

"I don't mean to be crass, but 
do you have any loose friends?" 

— Overheard at El Continent 

"No! The answer to the Wronsky 
of the matrix is not perns." 

— Overheard at House of Pies 

Please send all good Misclass 
to Backpage@rice.edu. Please 
send all bad Misclass to 

it@rice.edu. 

I 

Last Thursday, Rice Provost 
Eugene Levy was fired from his job 
at NASA for speaking out against 
Bush administration budget cuts 
in science programs (Really, read 
the news!). We imagine it looked 

something like this, at 
Guantanamo Moon Base. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HOUSING 

HOUSE FOR LEASE. The Colquitt 
House. Student Housing-Colquitt 
House. 4 bedrooms, 2 bath, 2 kitchens, 
living room, dining room, and study 
area. 2 central air units, hardwood 
floors, washer/dryer, stoves, and 
refrigerators. Less than one mile from 
campus. Suitable for 4 or 5 students. 
Water and natural gas included. $1990 
per month plus electricity. Better and 
cheaper than living in dorms. (713) 
806-9228 or (713) 806-9230. 

RF2NT FREE TO student (male) 
Junior or above. Private home of Rice 
Alum, bedroom and private bath, non-
smoking, 4+ miles to Rice campus. 
References (713) 665-8703. Should not 
be fearful of or allergic to dog. 

WALK TO RICE! Four bedrooms, 
3 car garage, 2 bath Southgate 
D u p l e x . F u l l y R e m o d e l e d . 
Landscaped yard, beautiful hard-
wood, tile. Washer/dryer/new GE 
appliances. Rice alumnus landlord. 
2007 Sheridan. 2.159 sq. ft. $1950. 
Contact Clayton at (713) 662-0001. 

KICK THE YEAR 
OFF RIGHT. 

Grab as much 
coffee as you 
can at Rice 
Coffeehouse. 
NEW Fall hours: 

Mon-Thurs 
7:30 a m.-Midnight 

Friday 
7:30 a .m.-8 p.m. 

Saturday 
10 a .m.-8 p.m. 

Sunday 
1 p m.-T^dhlgTit 

Located in the Student Center, 

www. rice, edu/coffeehouse 
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HELP WANTED 

RENEWABLE ENERGY FIRM, con-
centration on providing affordable 
solar light to the developing world, 
seeks volunteer and interns for office, 
marketing and ad work. Potential 
to move to compensated employ-
ment, 10-15 hours /week. Office 
on Bissonet, near Rice U. E-mail to 
steven@sunnightsnlar.com. 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 
per day potential. No experience 
necessary. Training provided. Age 
18+ OK. (800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

WANTED: STUDENT TO monitor 
homework for sixth grade boy in 
West U. on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday from 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m.- times flexible. $100/week. 
Call (713) 661-8336. 

HELP WANTED WITH small 
publishing company in Rice Village, 
looking for a dependable Rice student 
to process and package orders and 
to manage websites. Knowledge of 
html necessary: php a plus. Contact 
Michael at barlow@athel.com. 

TUTORS WANTED. LEARNING2, 
a private tutorial service, needs 
part-time tutors in Mathematics, 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, French, 
Spanish, English, Economics, and 
Finance. Flexible hours. Excellent 
pay. No house calls. Office located 
close to campus. (713) 528-7085. 

ATTN. ACCOUNTING MAJORS!! 
P/T fuil-charge bookkeeper for small 
off ice with multiple companies. 
Approximately 20 hrs per wk/$20 
per hour, flexible hours, close to 
campus. Heavy A/P, payroll, quarter-
ly reports, A/R, general ledger, tax 
renditions,etc. Must know Peachtree 
or Quickbooks. Send resume to 
houstonbookkeeperfiyahoo.com or tax 
(713) 840-1319. 

SEARCHING FOR S T U D E N T S 
interes ted in babys i t t ing and 
helping with driving after school or on 
weekends. Live 10 minutes from Rice, 
upSheperd, north of 59. Call lizat (713) 
562-2102 or write liz@fallonhousc.com 
if interested! 

TUTOR FOR $15-$30/hr. Required: 
capable in all core high school 
subjects (Math, Science, English, 
History, Spanish or French); Min. 
GPA 3.0; Min. 72 hours col lege 
credit; Reliable vehicle; Available 
weeknights. (713) 664-8085. 

PART-TIME SOFTWARE contrac-
tor and/or Neighborhood Garage 
Apartment with DSL. Interested in 
Medical Software Collaboration? 
Hours flexible and negotiable. Will 
barter I A M P contracting for rent. 
Please call Kirt Walker, MEE (Rice 
'70) MI) (713) 523-3697. 

COMPANY O W N E D BY Rice 
g r a d u a t e s s e e k s r e s e a r c h & 
market ing intern for t h e fall 
semester; Must have exce l lent 
communication skills and atten-
tion to detail; Experience not re-
quired; Located in Greenway Plaza; 10 
to 20 hours per week; send resume to 
careers@r7solutions. com. 

MALE TUTOR NEEDED for 11-
year-old sixth grade boy to assist 
with homework and projects. Two 
days per week, 4 hours weekly. 
Bellaire location. Call Bernadette 
(713) 666-8375 in the evening. 
References required. 

LAURIER CAFE AND Wine, 3139 
Richmond, needshostand experienced 
servers. Apply in person, 1 l-3Tuesday 
through Friday. 

DOG WALKING AND pet sitting 
positions available for dependable 
and service oriented individuals. 
Servicing area 5 mile radius of Rice 
Village. Reliable transportation a 
must! Compensation from $500-
$1000 monthly. Contact Rice Village 
Pets at (713) 874-0537. 

PRIVATE MONTESSORI SCHOOL 
near Rice University is looking for 
part-time assistants and substitutes. 
Great if you are needing flexible 
hours and wanting an enjoyable 
and rewarding job. Call Tara at 
(713) 520-0738. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CLASS OP" 2010: welcome to Rice and 
have a great year! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay 
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348 5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon 
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 
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