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Ragsdale named 
social sciences dean 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

T h e School of Social Sciences 
will soon have a new dean to 
begin the division's transition into 
a n^w building. Lyn Ragsdale, 
tl" e /lead of the political science 
depa r tmen t at the University of 
Illinois-Chicago, was announced 
as the new dean Wednesday and 
will begin Aug. 1. 

A fo rmer editor of Political 
Research Quarterly and noted 
scholar of the presidency, Rags-
dale will head 85 faculty m e m b e r s 
in one of Rice's smallest academic 
divisions. But Search Commit tee 
Chair Allen Matusow, a his tory 
professor , said it is a rapidly 
changing division. 

T h e social sc iences division 
is at a critical moment in its his-
tory," Matusow, also the associate 
director of the J ames A. Baker III 
Institute for Public Policy, said. 
"It is unders ta f fed , n e e d s space, 
and there is lots of potential in the 
faculty. What it needs is a s t rong 
leader to take those cha l lenges 
and make them oppor tuni t ies , 

7 

Newly-flamed dean Lyn Ragsdale 

and we think Lyn Ragsdale is a 
person who can do that." 

In addition to Ragsdale, the 
pol i t ica l s c i e n c e d e p a r t m e n t 
will add h e r husband , J e r ro ld 
Rusk, to its faculty Rusk s tudies 
political parties, voting behavior 
and presidential e lect ions in the 
United States. 

Ragsdale will succeed Bob 
Stein, also a political s c i ence 
professor, who had planned to 

See DEAN, page 12 

Walking on sunshine 
LIZ KIM/THRESHEF 

Hanszen College senior Nancy Ku shows off her graduation tube after Tiice's 93rd Commencement Saturday. 
Houston Mayor Bill White gave the commencement address. (See graduation pullout, pages 13-16.) 

Health Services adds physician 
by Sarah Baker 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

When flu season begins, sick 
students will likely be able to get 
appointments at Health Services 
more quickly. A full-time doctor 
and full-time nurse will be added 
to the clinical staff in the fall. 
Health Services Director Mark 
Jenkins said he also wants to hire 
a nurse to replace one who left in 
September. 

The existing clinical staff will 
continue working the same num-
ber of hours during the academic 
year, Jenkins said. Current ly the 
clinic has two full-time doctors, 
one full-time nurse and one-full 
time medical assistant. 

Dean of U n d e r g r a d u a t e s 
Robin Forman said the additional 
staff members will be paid for by 
an increase in the student health 
fee, from $350 to $388. Forman 
said he expects the fee to remain 
relatively stable after this year's 
increase. 

Jenkins said hiring more staff 

members is the second step in the 
process of expanding the health 
clinic. The first was moving the 
clinic from its previous location 
at Hanszen College to its present 
location next to Brown College. 

"I c a m e to R i c e in 
1992," Jenk ins said. "It was 
c lea r then that we n e e d e d 
m o r e s t a f f , and you can ' t 
have more staff without more 
space." 

Hea l th S e r v i c e s Assoc i -
ate Director Stacy Ware said 
the planned increase in the 
n u m b e r of u n d e r g r a d u a t e s 
also led to the decision to h i re 
additional staff members . Ware 
said President David Leebron 
asked Health Services what it 
would need to accommoda te 
the enrol lment increase. 

"It was another physician 
because we already have a hard 
enough time keeping up with 
appointment demand ," Ware 
said. 

Jenkins said the new staff 
members will increase available 

appointment times by 50 percent 
and d e c r e a s e i n e f f i c i e n c i e s 
caused by the triage system, in 
which patients who walk into the 
clinic with serious ailments are 
given priority over patients with 
scheduled appointments. 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Allison Cregg said the larger staf f 
will be helpful. 

"That is a really good thing 
because every time I 'veevergone 
to [ Health Services], they've nev-
er been able to help me because 
it's always busy," Cregg said. 

The transistion to an elec-
tronic medical records system 
will also improve appointment 
scheduling and communication. 
Jenkins said. 

"If [ pa t i en t s ) h a v e t h e i r 
information online about how to 
contact them, we might be able 
to then send out very specific an-
nouncements to a specific group 
of patients," Jenkins said. 

Jenkins said there are no defi-
nite plans to expand the clinic's 

See HEALTH, page 10 

Faculty Senate passes 
minors guidelines 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFT 

Soon a student may graduate 
from Rice with a major in history 
and a minor in Spanish or econom-
ics. While no minors have been 
added to the General Announce-
ments yet, the Faculty Senate unani-
mously approved the guidelines for 
creating undergraduate minors at 
its May 10 meeting. 

The approval of three propos-
als allows the creation of depart-
mental minors, interdisciplinary 
minors and minors in departments, 
schools, programs and centers that 
do not offer majors. 

Minors will usually consist of at 
least six three-or four-hour courses, 
and the completion of a minor will 
be noted on students' transcripts. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said minors will benefit 
s tuden ts by offer ing increased 
academic flexibility. 

"A primary benefit is that it's one 
more option to offer our faculty as 

they think creatively about the cur-
riculum," Forman said. "It also allows 
for the development of more, and 
more rewarding, ways for students 
to experience the curriculum." 

The General Announcements 
are published in the spring each 
year so it is possible that individual 
minor programs will be approved 
but a lag will exist between their 
approval and when they enter the 
General Announcements. Forman 
said he is not sure whether graduat-
ing seniors will be able to declare 
a minor after it has been approved 
but before it appears in the General 
Announcements. 

Forman said he does not expect 
departments or other programs to 
adopt minors unless they have the 
resources to sustain them. 

"This proposal isn't a mandate," 
Forman said. "It's simply for those 
who are in the position to take 
advantage of the option. Individual 
faculty members and departments 
are always put in the position of 

See MINORS, page 4 

Summer construction to begin 
on Hanszen and Inner Loop 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Facilities, Engineering and Planning is 
supervising 75 construction and renova-
tion projects this summer. They include an 
upgrade of the heating and cooling system 
in Hanszen College's Old Section and the 
replacement of the sewer system along 
College Way, the part of the Inner Loop that 
runs past the south colleges. 

Project Management and Engineering 
Assistant Vice President Doug Tomlinson 
said the number of summer projects is some-
what higher than in past years, but the total 
expense of the projects is similar. 

"As people are starting to prepare for the 
growth of the university, more [projects] are 

coming that need to be done, so this is the 
first of several summers of increased activity," 
Tomlinson said. 

The sewer system between Sewall Hall 
and Herring Hall will be replaced with a 
straighter line of pipes at a lower depth. 
Const ruc t ion — rescheduled from last 
summer — will begin June 12 and, weather 
permitting, should mostly finish by Aug. 15, 
Project Manager Max Amery said. While the 
system is being replaced. College Way will 
be closed, and labora tory Road — the part 
of the Inner Loop that runs past Keck Hall 
and Anderson Hall—will be a two-way s t ree t 
Parking will not be allowed on labora tory 
Road. Amery said FE&P will accommodate 
all essential deliveries to buildings along 

See SUMMER, page 6 

INSIDE 

Tourney time 
Rice will host the Conference USA 

baseball championship tournament May 
24-28 at Reckling Park. Fight teams will 
play in the tournament, in which Rice 
is the top seed. The Owls' first game is 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. Come cheer on the 
team as it fights for one of eight national 
seeds in the NCAA tournament. 

Have a great summer! 
This is the last issue of the Thresher, so 

we hope you have a fun summer whether 
you are working at an internship, relaxing 
on the beach or taking extra classes. Con-
gratulations, Class of 2006, and we will see 
everyone else for the Aug. 25 Orientation 
Week issue. 

OPINION 
Student stadium seating 

A&E 

College theater awards 

SPORTS 
Rice wins Silver Glove 

Page 3 

Pages 18-19 

Page 23 

Quote of the Week 

"[Our current network] is like a one-lane dirt 
road on the information superhighway." 
— Systems. Architecture and Infrastructure 
Director Barry Ribbeck. on the necessity for 
this summer's updates to the information 
technology network. See Story, Page 8. 

Scoreboard 

Baseball 
Rice 6, LSU 3 
Rice 13, UH 3 (7 innings) 
Rice 7. UH 4 
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Minors programs call 
for proper treatment 

We are disappointed the Faculty Senate unanimously 
approved the framework necessary to create minors at its 
meeting May 10. (See story, page 1.) However, we hope faculty 
will adopt minors in a careful manner, recognizing potential 
effects of the new programs. 

We are concerned departments will feel pressure to create 
departmental and interdisciplinary minors in order to keep 
up with other departments. We hope departments do not, as a 
result, devote resources to minors to the detriment of majors. 
A rise in demand for required introductory level classes — to 
satisfy minor requirements—could force faculty to divert time 
away from more specialized classes, much to the chagrin of 
major candidates. 

To help with the infrastructure change of adapting depart-
mental minors, departments should modify major require-
ments. Rice students already have a tendency to seek multiple 
majors, with relaxed requirements for second majors helping 
to feed this habit. For example, students who have religious 
studies as a second major are required to take six fewer hours 
than primary majors. This two-tiered system makes sense, 
given Rice's previous lack of minors. But departments that 
adopt minors should do away with this system and simply 
create one standard for majors and one for minors. 

Minors also threaten to create harmful discrepancies 
between departments and programs. Languages that of-
fer minors will probably see an increase in students, while 
languages without a minor may lose students. Therefore, 
deans should ensure consistency in minor creation in 
similar departments. 

Faculty should also limit bureaucratic hindrances resulting 
from minors. Interdisciplinary minor advisers threaten to cre-
ate more red tape as students register for classes. 

Students also have a duty to ensure minors function prop-
erly. While there is no limit on the number of minors one can 
get, students should resist the temptation to pursue countless 
minors. Wise use of the programs will help reduce negative 
consequences. If a student has three classes in a department, 
the reward of a minor may encourage her to take three more. 
But students should recognize whether classes in another area 
of study might be more beneficial. 

Growth spurt helps 
Health Services 

We are pleased to learn a much-needed full-time doctor and 
full-time nurse will join the Health Services staff. Most of us can 
relate stories of difficulties in scheduling appointments — who 
wants to wait a week to see a doctor when you have a 72-hour 
flu? — and whiling away afternoons in the waiting room. 

This expansion will certainly help Health Services provide 
necessary care for students. And it is a step toward the medical 
staff growth that will be necessary to keep up with expected 
growth in the student population. 

For a scant $38 increase in the student health fee, we can 
bid farewell to Health Services horror stories and expect fully 
functioning medical services. However, Health Services' job 
is not simply curing illness, but preventing it as well. That is 
why we applaud the expected transition to electronic medical 
records. This change will help speed up appointments and 
allow Health Services to contact s tudents with specific 
announcements — a necessary step in helping to prevent ill-
nesses on campus. 

We hope that staff additions will allow an expansion of 
hours to more convenient times for students, such as lunch. 
But for now, while we dread getting sick, we look forward to 
the improved Health Services. 

Have a fun summer 
While summer adventures of going down to the ol' fishing 

hole may be but a memory of lost youth, we hope that every-
one finds time to take a break from whatever internship or 
slave wage summer job they have to have some summer fun. 
Go to the beach. Camp in the woods. Watch ice melt on the 
sidewalk. Just remember, because it's 80 degrees in January 
at Rice doesn't mean you can't appreciate the heat. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Students still survive 
with single language 
To the editor-

In response to Apoorva Shah's 
opinion article, may I simply say, he 
is wrong ("Monolinguism prevents 
student achievement," Apr. 28). 
While it is true that I, like many of my 
peers, have spent very little time at 
Rice — comparatively — studying 
a foreign language (three semes-
ters of Spanish), my degree is not 
worthless. I also find it incredibly 
offensive that Shah finds my pas-
sion for education so trivial. 

As an anthropology major, 
I have studied other cultures 
in my most comfortable lan-
guage. It is not fair to say that 
I am oblivious or uneducated 
about the world around me. But 
even a four-year study of any 
language is not enough to truly 
understand the culture through 
that language. I do recognize 
that my minuscule attempt to 
learn Spanish is far inferior to 
the necessary education to be 
fluent, but further Spanish classes 
would prevent me from learning 
other things that are vital for me 
to know. Not all of us have the ad-
vantage of being able to major in 
Hispanic studies. 

People should learn languages 
if they have the time, but the 
Portuguese, Hindi and Arabic 
classes Shah recommends do not 
relate to anything I am going to do 
with my life. My most important 
asset is my relationship to those 
who speak my language, not lan-
guages of countries thousands of 
miles away. 

And while I appreciate those 
who help the world through their 
multilingual knowledge, those who 
have not learned a new language 
are still a very valuable asset to 
the world. A Rice degree means 
more than chemistry, mechanical 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
m Letters to the editor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice. 
edu. letters must be received 
by 5 p.m. on the Monday 
prior to a Friday publication 
date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptionsare 
available for $50 domestic 
and $125 international via 
first class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advertisements. 
Advertisements must be 
received by 5 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. Please 
contact our advertising 
manager at (713)348-3967 
or thresher-ads@rice.edu for 
more information. 

engineering or anthropology — it 
means the dedication needed to 
learn. So if you ever have the op-
portunity to learn more, do not 
shy away — but know that without 
another language you are still 
quite valuable. 

Amanda Anglin 
Lovett senior 

"Iron Wall" ad 
distorts reality 
To the editor: 

I am writing concerning the ad 
entitled The Iron Wall" regarding 
the security fence between Israel 
and the West Bank (Apr. 21). That 
Israel has built and is continuing to 
build a wall is common and mislead-
ing conception. 

It is a security fence — a 
non-violent, defensive measure to 
keep terrorists out of Israel. People 
are allowed to travel across the 
fence, albeit via specific security 
checkpoints. It is not intended to 
create permanent borders. Only 
four percent of the fence that is 
actually a "wall", or specifically, a 
concrete barrier. Only eight percent 
will be upon the fence's completion. 
A concrete wall is only being built 
where sniper fire has been a persis-
tent problem — such as along the 
western edge of Tulkarem. 

The ultimate purpose of the 
security fence is not to cut of f Pales-
tinians from their land, but rather 
to try to control the infiltration of 
numerous terrorists into Israel. 
The Israeli Supreme Court even 
ruled in 2005 that the initial route 
of the fence be modified so as to 
prove less intrusive. 

A security fence has existed 
around Gaza since 1996, and as a 
result, almost none of the more than 
117 Palestinian terrorists who have 
infiltrated Israel in the past three 
years have been from Gaza. The 
vast majority of these who carried 
out suicide bombings and other 
terror attacks in Israel have been 
from the West Bank. 

Altogether, the terrorists who 
carried out attacks over the past 
few years have murdered close to 
500Jews, Arabs and Christians and 
wounded thousandsof others. Since 
the security fence was erected, 
there have been 30 percent fewer 
attacks and nearly 50 percent fewer 
people killed in those attacks. 

I do not wish to ignore the 
plight of Palestinians, whose lives 
are made more difficult as a result 
of the security fence, but evidence 
proves the fence is necessary. 

Ambreen Tour 
Wiess senior 

Democrat Cohen 
best for State House 
To the editor: 

After reading a recent column 
on Rice's Libertarian candidate for 
state representative, I can most 
definitely tell you it would be not be 
a good idea to vote for Mhair I)ek-
mezian ("M hair Dekmezian: Texas 
House candidate," Apr. 21). 

Our state government faces 
a pretty important issue this 
year — how to pay for our public 
schools. Compared to other states, 
Texas ranks 40th in per-pupil spend-
ing. yet our legislature is currently 
more preoccupied with cutting 
property taxes than adequately 

funding our public schools. Public 
education is at its essence the 
most basic form of a commitment 
to social good, not just libertarian 
social indifference. 

Our current representative, Re-
publican Martha Wong, thinks tax 
cuts are a higher priority than our 
public schools, and judging from 
the recent Thresher article describ-
ing his strong libertarian beliefs and 
"aversion to property taxes," Mhair 
Dekmezian does too. 

I have met Ellen Cohen, the 
Democratic candidate, who has 
been involved in service to the 
Houston community for the past 
three decades, serving since 1991 
as president of the Houston Area 
Women's Center. And I can tell you 
she is committed to an adequately 
funded system of public schools 
in Texas. 

I have known Mhair for years 
now; I went to high school with 
him. He is a nice guy, but I am not 
sure he is committed to adequately 
funding our public schools. 

Texas children deserve a 
top-tier public education. That is 
why I am voting for Ellen Cohen. 

Ryan Goodland 
Lovett junior 

Rice Young Democrats president 

Professor proud of 
Rice Chorale 
To the editor: 

I would like for the entire Rice 
community to know that it is a 
genuine honor to make music 
with so many students, faculty and 
staff colleagues at this university 
through the Rice Chorale. This 
esteemed ensemble is, I have 
been told many times in the past 
18 years, the oldest performing 
musical organization at Rice. Its 
total per-semester membership is 
usually composed of more than 
50 percent non-music majors. 
Though the singing experience 
often has precious little to do 
with one's major, it does have 
something to do with the sharing 
of talent, time, spirit and heart. 

When I first joined the Shepherd 
School faculty in Fall 1988, the 
ensemble, as well as the Shepherd 
School in general, was in a teeming 
state of growth and to some extent 
disarray by the very nature of its 
nomadic existence. However, the 
Chorale went from zero-to-sixty 
in no time flat. And the rest of the 
story continues to speak rather 
quietly for itself. 

I rarely experience a perfor-
mance of the Rice Chorale during 
which, somewhere deep inside, I 
do not remember so many souls 
who have made singing great 
choral works possible through 
the years. This personal aware-
ness can come from something as 
seemingly simple as the incredible 
resonance of the acoustical miracle 
that is called Stude Concert 
Hall, the challenges of a rather 
still-nomadic existence for the 
choral ensembles, or the unspoken 
pride that goes along with the 
sharing of beautiful music with an 
audience of any size. 

I hope that my musings have 
not been too terribly sugary. I only 
wish to say thank you to those who 
now sing and the thousands who 
have sung. 

Tom Jaber 
Music professor 

Rice Chorale director t 
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Guest column 

Consider football student section options 
If you have been to a football 
game at any time during your 
years at Rice, you may have noticed 
that the student section is not on 
the home team side. 
Instead, it is directly 
behind the opposing 
team's bench — all the 
way across from Sammy 
the Owl and the sideline 
with seemingly small 
people in blue. To the 
average football fan, it 
does not seem logical 
to sit on the opposite 
end of the field from the 
home team. 

Since new head coach 
Todd Graham arrived in January, 
there have been many changes 
to the football program. Now we 
are about to experience another 
one. This year, Conference USA 
mandated that all schools must 
move their student seating away 
from the visiting team's bench. Ac-
cording to C-USA, we are forbidden 
to jeer or give offensive gestures 
to the visiting players right in 
front of us. 

The new C-USA Principles 
And Standards Of Sportsmanship 
prohibits "obscene, profane, 
demeaning or unduly provocative 
language, gestures or actions" 
and "public criticism of or publicly 
disparaging statements" about the 
other team. 

As we look forward to the 
much-anticipated football season, 

Althea 
T\ipper 

it is important that we think about 
where we will sit — or stand. 
Although it might seem as if we are 
backed into a corner, this policy 

actually gives students 
more options: There 
are in fact three options 
to consider. 

In past years, the 
s tudent sect ion has 
been 306-307 on the 
east side of the lower 
deck, between the 30 
and 40-yard line. Our 
first option is give up 
the first 15 rows in our 
section. This would al-
low us to stay where we 

are, but we would be further back 
and without the chance of moving 
to the first few rows. The first 15 
rows would be open seating for 
fans of the visiting team. 

Or we could move to the seat-
ing to section 308-309, which 
is still on the same side of the 
stadium, between the end zone 
and 10-yard line. This would only 
require students to move over 
one section. 

The third option is to move the 
student section to the lower half of 
sections 102-104 — the west side 
of the lower deck, on the home 
team side, between the end zone 
and 30-yard line. Here, we would 
sit with alumni and families of 
the football players. If we move 
to the home side of the stadium, 
we would have 32 rows of seating 

in sections 102-103 and 103-104, 
totaling 700 seats. 

Whatever the decision, the 
Athletic department will add 
plaques to identify the new 
student area. This will provide 
the new seating section with 
greater visibility. 

Without the support 
of the students, 

the new section will 
be meaningless. 

After all, we 're the 
ones who will be 

sitting there. 

According to C-USA policies, 
our student section has to change, 
but we are not entirely powerless. 
It is extremely important to get stu-
dent input on this change. Students 
can add their voice to the discussion 
by writing letters to the Thresher or 
sending e-mails to sapres@rice. edu. 
In the end, without the support of 
the students, the new section will 
be meaningless. After all, we're the 
ones who will be sitting there. 

Althea Tupper is a Hanszen 
College junior and Student 
Association president. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Seek social universe through college education 
Having s p e n t the last few weeks 
engaging in that academic bulimia 
known as studying for finals, I can-
not help but reflect on all I learned 
in my classes. Or more 
accurately, all I was able 
to cram in and regurgitate 
in a two-day span. Alas, 
this binging and purging 
has very little nutritional 
value — and it makes me 
wonder whether class 
knowledge is the sort 
of stuff I want filling 
my brain. 

Some students were 
lucky enough to have 
a high school educa-
tion that covered all the big 
events — world history, U.S. his-
tory, physics, chemistry, biology, 
calculus, etc. Sometimes it seems 
that by the end of high school, most 
of the world's historical narrative 
and the universe's inner workings 
are decently within grasp. When 
you can integrate the function of 
Ibn Batutta's rate of travel, the world 
is no longer much of a mystery. 
When 101s are knocked out of the 
way before freshman year, there is 
nothing new to behold besides get-
ting a little more specialized. And 
specialization is for insects. 

Even if we do have a question 
about the universe, that's what 
wikipedia.org and booksmart, 
socially awkward friends are 
for — mine is named Carl Onak. 
Either way, the macrostructure of 
theuniverse, history and everything 
is pretty much all out there, at least 
to the extent we can perceive it. 

Evan 
Mintz 

suitable level of understanding of the 
physical world, perhaps we should 
start to focus on the personal world. 
And that is where college succeeds. 

How do I make a 
proper argument? Why 
do we do what we do? 
And just how do I get that 
cute girl in philosophy 
class to like me? We can-
not forget that the first 
academy was formed 
simply to answer the 
question, "How then 
shall we live?" 

These are the sorts 
of questions that cannot 
be answered in class 

but only through personal experi-
ence. And by thrusting students 
into a world of constant social 
interaction, college helps stu-
dents find these answers. 

Roommates, lab 
partners, Beirut 

buddies — every person 
with whom we interact 
teaches us just a little 
more about how the 

world actualIx works. 

inquiries cannot be answered 
on wikipedia.org or by calling 
a smart but awkward friend. In 
fact, the latter may actually be a 
horrible idea. 

While a pre-med has insight 
into the functions of life, history 
majors have a grasp of the past 
and philosophy majors have in-
tricate moral theories, weekend 
parties may provide a much better 
medium for finding applicable 
knowledge. And procrastina-
tion on Facebook may reveal 
more about humanity than the 
supposed real work of studying 
class notes. 

Of course, these steps may just 
lead to severe GPA deflation. But 
also we receive grades on under-
standing people — it is called life. 
And that is something one would 
not want to fail. 

Evan Mintz is a Han*zcn 
College sophomore and opinion and 
Backpage editor. 

Rice Voices 

Mixtape masterpieces 
marred by manly mayhem 
Last summer, I had me some 
loving, and it was a rollicking 
good time. These summer days 
would transition breezily into, 
uh oh, those summer 
nights. Our respective 
f r iends would ask 
us to recount our 
adventures, making 
inquiries as thought-
ful as whether we 
were getting intimate 
in our relationship 
or whether I was a 
vehicle owner. 

I could continue 
to toss snippets of 
juicy anecdote toward 
the eager audience, as kibbles 
and bits before a puppy, but 
all you have to do to find the 
rest of the story is watch the 
first five minutes of Grease 
and listen to the song "Sum-
mer Nights," which — rather 
than any actual personal experi-
ences — inspired the above. 

Apparently, my brain has 
already gone into the screen-
saver mode that characterizes 
summervacation and has there-
fore lost the capacity for original 
thought. One of the few original 
thoughts I do have, though, 
is that the Grease soundtrack 
could potentially make a horrific 
road trip experience. 

Academ, archi or engineer, 
everyone eventually encounters 
the same eternal, excruciating 
enigma once summer t ime 
arrives: Precariously, pains-
takingly piecing together the 
perfect, painless playlist for a 
long car trip. 

In a way, it is a liberating 
process of self-discovery. No 
one but you and one to five 
passengers will ever know the 
potentially eccentric or embar-
rassing selections you set aside 
for the miles of empty highway. 
No one will see you pack your 
4-Runner with lacrosse gear 
and beef jerky for the journey, 
then rock out to 'Total Eclipse 
of the Heart." No one would 
ever guess that my family and 
I typically sing along to the 
entire Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
soundtrack multiple times. And 
expressing yourself musically 
when no one can judge you is 
certainly an integral part of that 
self-discovery. 

Consider the climactic, 
cathartic sequence in Harold 
and Kumar Go to White Castle 
where the two protagonists 

Matt 
Dunn 

realize a valuable lesson to the 
lyrical urgings of, "Hold on for 
one more day." 

This epiphany of amateur 
DJ-dom could fail, 
however, when trav-
eling in the com-
pany of men. The 
w o r r y inevi tab ly 
arises: Will there be 
a snitch or informant 
in the midst? Who 
will make a McCar-
thyist report of my 
Madonna penchant 
to all my friends? 
Will I be blocked on 
AIM and un-friended 

on Facebook? Better then 
to stick to the fundamentals 
of good music taste — The 
Beatles, Red Hot Chili Pep-
pers and Led Zeppelin — over 
and over for hundreds of miles. 
Or better yet, go for a continu-
ous alternation of "Free Fallin'" 
and "Hotel California." 

Who will make a 
McCarthyist report 

of my Madonna 
penchant to all my 

friends? 

Whether time wins over 
and your true musical taste 
emerges at an abandoned gas 
station or your tolerance for 
the "na-na-na" section of "Hey 
Jude" withstands the test of 
time engenders a fascinating 
dynamic into any road trip 
that could keep potentially 
narcoleptic drivers awake for 
hours at a time. Maybe you 
actually do like classic rock 
and you don't have a secret 
Hilary Duff cache in your duf fel 
bag. And perhaps you too can 
experience the great American 
paradigm of self-discovery on 
the open road. 

Any way you slice it, road 
trips must never, ever seem 
long or boring. As a preventative 
measure to liven up the adven-
ture, I recommend slipping in 
some horrific selection like 
Grease into the CI) player and 
seeing what happens. Happy 
highways. 

Matt Dunn is a Martel College 
sophomore. 

Procrastination on 
Facebook may reveal 
more about humanity 

than the supposed 
real work of studying 

class notes. 

I know I don't know everything. 
I'm sure my grades this semester 
will reflect that. But once we reach a 

Students leave home and 
head out into a hedge-bordered 
world of people with different 
backg rounds . The previous 
social patterns no longer apply 
to these new people with new 
experiences. Roommates, lab 
partners, Beirut buddies—every 
person with whom we interact 
teaches us just a little more about 
how the world actually works.The 
unwritten rules and social games 
people play become more than 
games when a job or relationship 
is at stake. 

As we walk from class to class, 
perhaps we should pay a little 
more attention to the people than 
the squirrels. We are going to 
have to spend our lives with these 
hairless apes, and humanistic 
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MINORS 
From page 1 

having to make choices. There is a constant 
tension — and this is independent of any 
question about minors — between all the 
things we would like to do and the constraints 
imposed by our finite resources." 

Interdisciplinary minors 
The proposal states that "the intent of 

the interdisciplinary minor is to foster new 
ideas and creativity in the curriculum and 
to provide additional value to students over 
and above current departmental and other 
program offerings." 

Interdisciplinary minors would in-
clude required courses in more than one 
department. 

The approval and administration pro-
cesses for interdisciplinary minors and 
minors in schools, departments, centers and 
programs that do not offer undergraduate 
majors are the same. 

For each minor, a committee of fac-
ulty members will develop a plan specifying 
courses, advising the students who declare 
the minor, and appointing a chairperson and 
undergraduate adviser. A committee is in 
charge of each minor so the program does 
not dissolve as it might if a single key faculty 
member were in charge of it. 

ERRATA 
The article "Activists to camp on IM fields" in the April 28 issue incorrectly stated Rice 
University Police Lieutenant Dianna Marshall would allow less experienced officers to 
work at the Global Night Commute event. Marshall actually told event coordinators that 
officers who are paid less would work at the event because they would be available to 
do so. Also, the method by which RUPD determines the number of officers necessary 
at an event includes consideration of the type of event, whether alcohol will be served 
and the group's history at on-campus events. 

The article "Parking rates rise, new surcharges for juniors," in the April 28 issue should 
have said college lots are not included in the Night Owls pass for graduate students. 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 
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Forman said the collaboration of faculty 
members will provide valuable academic 
opportunities for students. 

"It is clear that there are some faculty 
members who are in a position to be able 
to organize themselves and offer a really 
interesting collection of courses that add up 
into something bigger than the sum of the 
parts," Forman said. 

Interdisciplinary minor proposals will be 
submitted to the Dean of Undergraduates 
and then evaluated by the Undergraduate 
Curriculum Committee, which will make a 
recommendation to the Faculty Senate. The 
senate has final approval. 

Faculty Speaker Maij Corcoran, a physics 
professor, said the senate will not just rub-
ber-stamp minors proposals. 

"We intend to look closely at them to 
make sure they're reasonable proposals 
and they have enough [faculty] support," 
Corcoran said. 

The proposal must include letters of sup-
port from the deans of the schools involved 
and the relevant department chairs or pro-
gram heads. The proposal states, "These 
letters must include a commitment by the 
department that the relevant courses will 
be offered with sufficient frequency that all 

students registered will be able to fulfill Jhe 
requirements within a four-year period." 

The minors must be re-approved every 
five years in a process identical to the ap-
proval process. However, the re-approval 
must also demonstrate student demand 
for the minor and that courses have been 
offered often enough. In the event that a 
minor is not re-approved or that the Dean 
of Undergraduates determines there is not 
enough faculty support for the minor, new 
enrollment may be suspended and the minor 
phased out Students who have declared the 
minor at that time will be allowed to graduate 
with the minor. 

Student Association President Althea 
Tupper, a Hanszen College junior, said 
she thinks interdisciplinary minors will be 
popular among students since interdisciplin-
ary majors, such as managerial studies and 
policy studies, are popular. 

Departmental minors 
The Faculty Senate will not be involved 

in the approval process for departmental 
minors, which will be administered by 
individual departments. Only department 
chairs — with approval from the school's 
dean — can propose a departmental minor, 
which will then be considered by the Cur-
riculum Committee. The proposal states that 
only in extraordinary circumstances should 
these minors be denied. 

The proposal outlines few specifications 
for departmental minors, other than that the 
minors will usually consist of six three- or 
four-hour courses. Also, it states that gen-
erally departmental minors should require 
three or four core courses and several elec-
tives that can be chosen from a larger list. 

While the Undergraduate Curriculum 
Committee did not favor the adoption of 
departmental minors, the Faculty Senate 
working group that considered the minors 

proposals did recommend its adoption. 
Corcoran said departmental minors will 

probably be most beneficial for students who 
major in science or engineering and whose 
majors have too many required courses to 
allow *» second major. 

Student support 
The Student Association conducted 

an informal, non-scientific survey at each 
residential college in the spring. When 
former-SA President James Lloyd, a Brown 
College senior, and Tupper met with Corco-
ran to discuss minors, Lloyd presented the 
survey results. The survey showed that 
62 percent of students surveyed favored 
undergraduate minors. Slightly more stu-
dents responded that they would be more 
interested in departmental minors than in 
non-departmental minors. 

Tupper said it is a good idea to offer 
minors in order to gauge their popularity 
among students. 

"If [a minor] is underutilized by students, 
then it should be re-c ̂ aluated," Tupper said. 
"But why not try it? If it gives students more 
options then it's a great idea." 

Nearly 70 percent of the students sur-
veyed responded that they would add at least 
one minor to the majors they already have 
— not decreasing the number of majors. Of 
those surveyed, 61 percent had only one 
major. 

Tupper said she thinks adding minors will 
bring Rice more in line with other universi-
ties where students have one major and one 
minor rather than multiple majors. 

Tupper said offering minors allows stu-
dents to experiment academically. 

"Students can take a wider variety of 
courses," Tupper said. "It allows more flex-
ibility for students who want to take courses 
based on their interests rather than just 
fulfilling major requirements." 

MINORS STUDENT SURVEY 
Student Association new student representatives conducted a survey this spring to 
gather student opinion on adding minors to the curriculum. The results of the survey were 
relayed to the Faculty Senate. Below, non-departmental minors include interdisciplinary 
minors and those offered by programs that do not currently offer majors. The number 
of students who answered each question is in parentheses. 

I currently have or plan to have majors. (248) 

61% 1 
34% 2 
4% 3 
1% 4 or more 

would the offering of academic minors at Rice. (251) 

62% support 
23% be indifferent to 
15% not Support 

If academic minors are offered, I would be more interested in 

57% departmental minors (biology, history) 

( 2 6 6 ) 

43% interdisciplinary minors (communications, African-American studies) 

If I could add minors, departmental or non-departmental, I wouid probably choose to 
have . (251) 

14% the same number of majors as I currently have and no minors 
69% the same number of majors and one or more minors 
12% fewer majors and one or more minors 
5% other 

If only non-departmental minors were available. I would probably choose to have . 
(242) 

37% the same number of majors as I currently have and no minors 
53% the same number of majors and one or more minors 
6% fewer majors and one or more minors 
4% other 
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Women's issues 
advocates awarded 

by Sarah Baker 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Women's Resource Cen-
ter gave Impact Awards to seven 
individuals who have worked 
to raise awareness of women's 
issues or have served as role 
models for women in April. 

Student Activities Director 
Heather Masden said 15 people 
were nominated for the yearly 
award. Recipients included 
three undergraduates, one grad-
uate student, two staf f members 
and one faculty member. 

"We always have high qual-
ity nominees, and it's a hard 
process to figure out who is 
selected," Masden, who is also 
the WRC adviser, said. "You can't 
honor everyone who deserves 
to be honored." 

Baker College junior Aman-
da Cruess was recognized 
for her role as co-president 
of CSters, the club for under-
graduate women interested in 
computer science. 

Cruess also helped organize 
a 2004 trip to Chicago for the 
Grace Hopper Celebration 
of Women and Computing 
conference, she works as a 
teaching assistant for COMP 
210: Principles of Computing 
and Programming and mentors 
middle school and high school 
girls through presentations on 
computing at conferences. 

"It's easy to feel overwhelmed 
when we're such a minority in 
the field," Cruess said. "It's 
important to always encourage 
more women to consider study-
ing, not just computer science 
but all kinds of engineering." 

Baker College junior Russell 
Schafer was honored for his 
work in Students Organized 
Against Rape and Rice for Life, 
for w hich he organized fundrais-
ers for the Crisis Pregnancy 
Center. Schafer, one of two 
men to receive an award this 
year, said he appreciated being 
recognized for his work. 

"Often people don't realize 
that there are men who do things 
like try to work for the feminist 
cause," Schafer said. 

Hanszen College junior Al-
thea Tupper, who is also one of 
the WRC's programming direc-
tors and the Student Association 
president, was recognized for her 
role as co-producer of the Vagina 

Monologues this spring. The 
production, sponsored by the 
WRC, raised over $4,000 for the 
Houston Area Women's Center. 

"It was fantastic because 
it impacted so many people's 
lives,"Tupper said. "People who 
went said they never would have 
gone if a friend hadn't been in 
it ... but it brought up a lot of 
issues for them, especially for 
men who attended." 

Psychology graduate stu-
dent Amber Raley won the 
award forherwork asagraduate 
student liason with GATHER, 
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender resource center 
on campus. Raley's graduate 
research focuses on issues that 
impact women's careers, par-
ticularly the balance between 
work and family life. 

Biology Professor Janet 
Braam won an Impact Award 
for her mentorship of graduate 
students — six of whom have 
earned Ph.D.s — and for her 
involvement in the Century 
Scholars Program, the Under-
graduate Scholars Program 
and the Standing Committee 
on Faculty Women. 

Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity and Affirmative Action 
Director Russell Barnes was 
recognized for his promotion 
of an online sexual harassment 
prevention course offered in the 
spring. He gives presentations 
to staff about sexual harassment 
prevention and helps people file 
on-campus sexual harassment 
complaints. 

Glynda Cumby served as 
Hanszen College coordinator 
for nearly 20 years, during 
which time she gave advice to 
and helped many female stu-
dents. Cumby also has traveled 
to Washington, D.C. and Austin 
to advocate women's rights. 
She was active in the college 
coordinators' attempt to gain 
salary increases. 

Award winners were invited 
to an off-campus dinner. 

Masden and a committee of 
WRC volunteers selected the 
winners. The Impact Awards 
were first given to women in 
1998, and were opened to men 
two years later. 

Risa Gordon contributed to 
this report. 
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Beinecke, Presidency fellows named 
Herrera to study Brazilian literature, Escobar U.S. foreign policy 

l-SOO-GO-GUARD • www.l-8OO-GO-GUARD.com 

By Stephanie Jennings 
THRESHER STAFF 

Brown College junior Alberto 
Herrera won Rice's first Beinecke 
scholarship since 2000—the sixth 
in Rice's history — and Wiess 
College sophomore Tito Escobar 
received the Center for the Study 
of the Presidency fellowship. 

Valued at $32,000,20 Beinecke 
scholarships were awarded this 
year to juniors who will attend 
graduate school in the humani-
ties or social sciences and who 
demonstrate financial need as 
undergradua tes . Each of the 
106 participating universities is 
allowed to nominate one student 
for the scholarship. Director of 
scholarships and fel lowships 
Mauro De Lorenzo said four 
s tudents applied for the Rice 
nomination. 

Herrera, a Hispanic studies 
major, plans to pursue a Ph.D. in 
comparative literature and latin 
American studies at the University 
of Cilifornia at Berkeley starting in 
the fall of 2007. 

Herrera said he wants to focus 
on "literatura de cordel," a form 
of Brazilian literature circulated 
in pamphlet form that addresses 
political and social topics. Herrera 
became interested in the topic while 
studying abroad in Brazil in the 
fall. A native of El Paso, he is also 
interested in Mexican-American 
border literature. 

"I see 1 my studies 1 as a great way 
to merge social justice, education 
and arts — which I care deeply 
about — into something I can 
teach or organize others around," 
he said. 

De Lorenzo said Herrera was a 
competitive candidate because of 
his passion. 

"[Herrera] is someone who's 
going to be both a scholar and an 
activist," De Ixirenzo said. "His 
students are going to be very lucky 
to have someone who's so intense 

about his work." 
The CSP Fellowship allows 

undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents to do mentored research and 
present an original paper on the 
presidency. CSP Fellows travel to 
Washington D.C. for conferences 
in November and April. 

De Lorenzo said Escoba r 
deserves the award because of his 
experience and commitment. 

"[Escobar] was the clear choice 
because he impressed the commit-
tee with his extraordinary breadth 
in government and public service," 
De Lorenzo said. "For someone 
who's a sophomore, he has a wide 
range of experience and is very 
well-spoken." 

Escobar, a Hispanic studies, 
political science and policy studies 
major, has worked for Congress-
man Charles Gonzalez, D-Texas, 
and will work for him again in 
Washington this summer. 

Escobar will r esearch the 
president's Latin American policy 

and will be mentored by Political 
Science Professor Paul Brace. 

"I have a vast background in 
congressional network, but I'm 
lacking in the executive branch," 
Escobar said. "I feel this will help 
me approach policy problems 
I'm interested in from another 
perspective." 

Escobar will begin his research 
this summer and work through 
the fall semester. Escobar said he 
plans to attend law school, pos-
sibly get an M.B.A and work in 
public office. 

Selection criteria for the CSP fel-
lowship include academic achieve-
ment and a commitment to public 
policy. The fellowship has no 
monetary award, but Rice pays 
for all transportation to Washing-
ton, and the program pays for all 
other costs. 

Each participating university is 
allowed to nominate one student. 
De Lorenzo said a record seven stu-
dents applied for the fellowship. 
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SUMMER 
From page 1 

College Way. 
The 80-year old sewer system 

will be re-layed deeper and in 
a straighter line than it is now, 
Amery said. A lift station will be 
put in at the corner of Alumni 
Drive and College Way to connect 
the new piping with the existing 
line in front of Baker Hall, Amery 
said. The lift station will raise the 
new piping from 15 feet to the 6-
foot depth of the piping to which 
it will be connected. 

The current two-pipe heating 
and air conditioning system in 
Hanszen's old section will be re-
placed with a four-pipe system, al-
lowing residents to control room 
temperature more precisely. The 
project, which began May 15, is 
scheduled to finish Aug. 5, Project 
Manager Eric Knezevich said. 

Tomlinson said the project will 
cost about $1.1 million. 

"[Hanszen's] heating and air 
conditioning system is old and 
hard to repair," Tomlinson said. 
"It didn't lend itself to a lot of 
occupant comfort." 

Knezevich said the carpet 
and some of the wood flooring 
throughout the college's Old 
Section will be replaced. 

Housing and Dining Director 
Mark Ditman said Baker College 
and Lovett College will be the 
next to receive the heating and 
air conditioning upgrades. He 
said only one college can receive 
air-circulation renovation each 
summer because each project 
takes up a large part of the yearly 
capital budget. 

A four-person suite on the first, 
floor of Hanszen's old section will be 
remodeled to make it handicapped 
accessible. Ditman said the change 
is part of the plan to make as much 
of the campus handicapped acces-
sible as possible. 

Ryon Laboratory's $10 million 
remodeling project will begin 
with the demolition of the wave 
tank in the building's basement 
in mid-June and wall demolition 
to create dry lab space. 

Several construction projects 
already in progress will continue 
over the summer. Cohen House's 
three-year renovation will con-
clude with exterior renovations 
and kitchen work. 

O'Connor House's renovation 
will finish in June, and Alumni 
Affairs and Career Services will 
move into the new space in July. 
Fondren Library 's renovation 

will finish in the early fall, and 
most of the summer construction 
emphasis will be on the fifth and 
sixth floors. 

Work on Anderson Biological 
Laboratories will continue with 
the completion of five greenhouses 
in August and the remodeling of 
the basement and third floor to 
create lab space The third-floor 
project will continue into the 
fall. The construction cost of the 
project is about $4.98 million, 
Tomlinson said. 

The improvements to Rice 
Stadium will be completed before 
August. The Athletics Depart-
ment is installing field turf and 
a new scoreboard, renovating 
the men's restrooms on the west 
lower concourse and replacing 
some of the wooden bleachers 
with aluminum ones. 

Senior Associate Athletic Direc-
tor Steve Moniaci said the bleacher 
changes do not have a scheduled 
start day, but he anticipates con-
struction will be completed before 
the start of football season. Athlet-
ics fundraising is funding all of the 
changes to the stadium. 

While construction takes place, 
Rice stadium will be closed to run-
ners and visitors. 

Rice's preparation for Hurricane 
Rita resulted in the discovery of 
other improvement needs. The 
windows in Baker College Com-
mons and Alice Pratt Brown Hall's 
organ hall will be replaced with 
hurricane-proof windows. 

Di tman said Baker ' s win-
dows would be replaced because 
the building structure is strong 
enough to provide shelter for at 
least the residents of Baker who 
may choose to remain at Rice dur-
ing a hurricane. 

"Baker Commons will be around 
for a long time, so it seems like that 
investment will make great sense 
because Baker needs a space like 
that," Ditman said. 

Ditman said new construction 
projects will include spaces designed 
to provide hurricane shelter. 

Other work at the colleges 
includes minor pump work in 
the North and Wiess/Hanszen 
serveries, and replacements of 
thermostats, sinks and under-
cabinet piping at Jones College. 

Additionally, a dozen class-
rooms in George R. Brown Hall, 
Hermann Brown Hall, Herzstein 
Hall and Sewell Hall will receive 
technology upgrades. 

// 
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Schmoozing with the president 
President David Leebron speaks with music graduate student Sean Bayntun and his family during a recep-
tion after the Class of 2006 Convocation and Presidential Concert Friday, May 12 in Alice Pratt Brown Hall's 
Stude Concert Hall. Bayntun performed Beethoven's Sonata in F. Minor, op. 57 in the concert. 

700 sign petition in support of 
Latin American studies program 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

About 700 students signed a 
petition calling for the formation 
of a committee of administrators, 
faculty and students to study the 
viability of a Latin American studies 
program at Rice. 

Lovett College sophomore Caro-
lyn Fornoff, who helped organize 
the petition, said many Latino stu-
dents and Hispanic studies majors 
became concerned about Rice's 
investment in Latin American stud-
ies with the departures of History 
Professor Joel Wolfe and Sociology 
Professor Katharine Donato at the 
end of the spring semester. 

"(President David Leebron] had 
said in his [Vision for the Second 
Century] that he wanted increas-
ing amounts of resources put into 

Latin American and Asian studies," 
Fornoff said. "We were concerned 
that with all these faculty leaving his 
promise wouldn't be made good." 

Fornoff said the lack of a Latin 
American studies program prevents 
professors with a common interest 
in Latin America from collaborating 
across departments. 

"That's what we're hoping the 
commission can do—create a com-
munity where there can be dialogue 
and where teachers and students 
studying Hispanic studies can see 
how to best create a strong depart-
ment at Rice," Fornoff said. 

Martel College junior Steve 
Dictor, an economics and Hispanic 
studies major, said Hispanic studies 
offers several courses on the his-
tory of Spain, but few focusing on 
Latin America. 

"I'm doing two study abroads 
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in Latin America, but I've had no 
courses in my [Hispanic studies] 
major that have taught me about 
the culture, society or history of 
Latin America," Dictor said. 

Dictor, who also helped orga-
nize the petition, said Rice should 
improve its study abroad programs 
and relationships with universities 
in Latin America. 

Dictor said when he was pre-
paring to study in Chile, he had 
to model his plans on Harvard 
University's guidelines. He said the 
Study Abroad Office provides little 
information about how courses 
taken in other countries fit into 
Rice's curriculum. 

Fornoff said she hopes the 
commission will help form a Latin 
American studies minor or major 
so that students are not limited 
to courses offered by history or 
Spanish professors. 

"A minor is the prefect way to 
start a Latin American studies pro-
gram soon, because the approval 
process is going to be quicker," 
Fornoffsaid. "That way we can start 
off small and create connections 
between teachers and go from 
there. If students are taking an inter-
est in the minor, (it could] eventu-
ally be made it into a major." 

Dictor, Fornoff, Wiess College 
junior Leslie C iuevara. Brown College 
junior Alberto Herrera and Baker 
College junior Karolina Murguia 
took the petition to Leebron, Dean of 
Undergraduates Robin Forman and 
Dean of Humanities Gary Wihl. 

"All three have seemed very 
supportive of making Latin Ameri-
can studies better at Rice, so we're 
really encouraged by that," Fornoff 
said. "We understand that it will be 
a long process and we might not 
even see the benefits | while we are 
students |, but we're really glad that 
the administration is behind us." 

Fornoff said Rice's location and 
demographics make it an ideal 
university to host a strong I>atin 
American studies program. 

"It's a hub in terms of South and 
Central American business and 
immigration, and there are a large 
number of Hispanic students at 
Rice," Fornoff said. "I think it's re-
ally important that the administra-
tion takes this upon themselves." 

David Brown contributed to this 
report. 

http://www.invent.org/collegiate
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Sociology Professor Michael 
Emerson won the George R Brown 
Prize for Excellence in teaching at the 
faculty meeting May 10. The George 
R Brown Award for Superior Teach-
ing was awarded to six professors: 
Electrical Engineering Professor 
Richard Baraniuk, Economics Profes-
sor James Brown, History Professor 
Alexander Byrd, Biology Professor 
Michael Gustin, Chemistry Profes-
sor John Hutchinson and Political 
Science Professor Rick Stoll. 

Acommittee chooses the profes-
sors based on a survey completed 
by about 1,200 alumni who gradu-
ated two and five years ago. The 
winner of the Excellence in Teach-
ing Award receives a $6,500 prize. 
Winners of the Superior Teaching 
Award each receive $2,000. 

Emerson won the Superior 
Teaching Award in 2003. He said 
he felt honored but was surprised 
at receiving the award. 

"I didn't even know I was eli-
gible," he said. 

Emerson has been at Rice 
since 1999 and has taught courses 
in race and ethnic relations, reli-
gion, urban sociology and statistics 
and methods. 

Emerson said his favorite as-
signment to students is par t of SOCI 
309: Race and Ethnic Relations. 

"I have [students] pair up with 
someone of another race," Emerson 
said. "They go out and try to do the 
same thing, like shop, try to buy a 
car or rent an apartment.. . and see 
if they're treated the same." 

Hutchinson came to Rice in 
1983. He said he wants students 
in his CHEM 122: General Chem-
istry class to learn how to evaluate 
problems themselves. 

"What I want students to do is 
develop knowledge from observa-
tions and experiments rather than 
[have] me tell them what they 
need to know and then applying 
it," Hutchinson said. 

Hutchinson has now won the 
Superior Teaching Award six times 
and the Excellence in Teaching 
Award twice, in 1997 and 2004. 

Baraniuk came to Rice in 1993 
and currently teaches ELEC 301: 
Introduction to Signals and ELEC 
631: Topics in Signal Processing. 

Professor Michael Emerson 

Baraniuk, who has won the 
Superior Teaching Award twice 
before, said he most enjoys the 
project students submit at the end 
of his ELEC 301 class. 

"I will get mail many years 
later from companies and profes-
sors all around the world who 
want more information about the 
project, so these are projects that 
really make a real world impact," 
Baraniuk said. 

Stoll has been a professor at 
Rice for 27 years. He currently 
teaches POLI211: Introduction to 
International Relations and POLI 
378: American National Security 
Policy. 

Stoll said his favorite assignment 
makes a lasting impression on 
students — he asks them to plot a 
first-strike nuclear attack between 
the United States and Russia. 

"I've had several students come 
up to me ten or twelve years after 

they did the assignment, and they 
can remember parts of it," Stoll said, 
"When that happens, you know that 
i f s working." 

This marks Stall's sixth Superior 
Teaching Award. He won the Excel-
lence in Teaching Award in 1990. 

Byrd (Sid '90) specializes in Afri-
can American history and has been 
a professor at Rice since 2001. 

Byrd said he tries to give as-
signments that require students to 
work together. 

"Ifs important not to be the center 
of the class even though you're the 
teacher," Byrd said. "Someofthemost 
important work ... in the classroom 
[comes from] things thatthe students 
do and the conversations that they 
have with each other." 

Gustin has taught BIOS 201: 
Introductory Biology for 13 years 
and won the Superior Teaching 
Award in 2002 and the Nicholas 
Salgo Distinguished Teaching 
Award in 2005. He said he tries to 
bring a small-class atmosphere to 
his larger classes through group 
discussion. 

Gustin said he recently encour-
aged students to use analogies to 
clarify concepts. Gustin said an anal-
ogy of meiosis made by a student in 
his BIOS 201 class was particularly 
memorable for him. 

"One student in the class said 
that his analogy for the separation of 
chromosomes during meiosis was, 
'When I think of the chromosome 
separating, I think of the scene in 
Braveheart where Mel Gibson was 
pulled apart,'" Gustin said. 

Brown could not be reached for 
comment. 

Online course evaluation 
response rates dip slightly 

MAJOR TEACHING AWARDS 
George R. Brown Prize for Excellence in Teaching 

Michael Emerson, sociology 
George R. Brown Award for Superior Teaching 

John Hutchinson, chemistry: Richard Baraniuk, electrical 
engineering: Richard Stoll. political science; James Brown, 
economics; Alex Byrd, history; Michael Gustin, biochemistry 
and cell biology 

Charles Duncan Junior Faculty Achievement Award 
Carlos Jimenez, architecture 

Phi Beta Kappa Teaching Prize 
Lisa Meffert, ecology & evolutionary biology 

Presidential Award for Mentoring 
John Boles, history; Kyriacos Athanasiou, bioengineering 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In the first semester in 
which end-of-semester course 
evaluations were only avail-
able online, the response rate 
dropped slightly. The response 
rate for course evaluations was 
48 percent, and the response 
rate for instructor evaluations 
was about 45 percent, Enroll-
ment Administration Director 
Diane Havlinek said. 

In past years, when course 
evaluations were handed out 
on the last day of classes, 
rates were between 50 and 60 
percent, Havlinek said. 

Students submitted a to-
tal of 8,526 course evalua-
tions and 8,973 ins t ruc tor 
eva lua t i ons on l ine u s i n g 
ESTHER — t h e n u m b e r 
of instructor evaluations is 
higher because sometimes 
multiple ins t ruc tors teach 
the same class. Responses 
for musif and architecture 
classes were lower than other 
classes, as they have been in 
the past. 

Havlinek said about $6,000 
was spent on the 95 gift cards 
and 10 iPods raffled off as 
incentives for students to com-
plete evaluations. She said she 
thinks the incentives worked 
and that they will likely be 
used again. 

Havlinek said her e-mail 
reminders to students were 
also effective. On days when 
s tudents received messag-
es reminding them to fill 
out course evaluations, the 
number of submitted evalua-
tions increased by 6-7 percent. 

The evaluations will be 
available to faculty by the mid-
dle of the summer. In previous 
years, they have not been avail-
able until the beginning of the 
following semester. 

Several aspects of the on-
line course evaluations may 
change in the future. Havlinek 
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said she will consider allowing 
students to complete them up 
until the end of final examina-
tions. It has been Rice's policy 
to take course evaluations 
before students receive their 
grades so they do not influence 
the evaluations. 

Also, Havlinek said she 
will better communicate to 
students that the evaluations 
are anonymous. 

The Student Association 
also launched an online course 
evaluation site on its Web site 
this semester. About 950 evalu-
ations had been submitted as 
of Wednesday. 

SA President AltheaTupper, 
a Hanszen College junior, said 
the response was a good star t 
for the f irst-year p rog ram. 
She said the SA encourages 
students to fill out both its 
eva lua t i ons and t h o s e on 
ESTHER. 

Tupper said the SA evalu-
ations help students choose 
classes because, unlike the 
eva lua t ions c o m p l e t e d on 
ESTHER, students can view 
their peers ' responses . She 
said the evaluations will be es-
pecially beneficial to freshmen 
when they register for classes 
during Orientation Week. 

'This just gives students 
one more source to check so 
they can be sure the courses 
they take are the right ones [for 
them] or the teacher is suited 
for them," Tupper said. 

Tupper said most evalu-
ations have given relevant 
information about courses , 
commenting on the quality of 
instructors and coursework. 
She said she has not heard 
that any evaluations have had 
to be removed for inappropri-
ate content. 

Havlinek said she has not 
heard of students forgoing the 
ESTHER evaluations because 
they filled out course evalu-
ations on the SA's Web site 
instead. 
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IT summer upgrades 
to speed up network 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

LIZ KIM/THRESHER 

Not quite the Fourth 
Brown College senior Andre Moreau, Baker College junior Janine Moreau, and their family take in the fireworks 
display outside Alice Pratt Brown Hall May 12. The display celebrated the Class of 2006's graduation the 
next day. 

When s t u d e n t s r e t u r n to 
campus in August, they will have 
faster, safer, more reliable Inter-
net and network connections, 
more e-mail and storage space 
and access to a new customizable 
Web site. 

Informat ion Techno logy ' s 
summer upgrades will cost $22 
million, Director of Network-
ing, Telecommunications and 
Operations William Deigaard 
(Wiess '92) said. Deigaard said 
e-mail and storage upgrades will 
accompany the network hardware 
replacement this summer. 

"The network [upgrade] is 
composed of t h r e e th ings , " 
Deigaard said. "New copper 
wiring within the buildings and 
[fiber optic cable] between the 
buildings, new electronics and 
renovating the closets where the 
electronics live." 

As part of the upgrades, every 
network port on campus will be 
replaced with ports that support 
data transfer rates of up to 1,000 
megabits per second, Deigaard said. 
The new ports will allow access to 
on-campus resources — such as 
personal storage space, campus 
Web sites and Language Resource 
Center streaming video—up to 100 
times faster. 

Students will also be able to 
access the Internet at speeds 
40 to 50 times faster than they 
could before and will have faster 
connection speeds to research 
networks at o ther academic 
institutions, Deigaard said. 

Deigaard said the new wiring 
will increase the network's reli-
ability by adding redundancy to 
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the network connections. 
"In your room you'll still 

have a single connection to the 
network," Deigaard said. "But 
that thing that you're attached to 
—all the way through the campus 
network core and all the way to 
Rice servers — will have more 
than one path that it can take." 

Systems, Architecture and 
Infrastructure Director Barry 
Ribbeck said the hardware 
changes are necessary to provide 
a reliable, modern network. 

"[Our current network] is 
like a one-lane dirt road on the 
in format ion superh ighway," 
Ribbeck said. "We can't provide 
consistency across the institution 
to provide the level of networking 
capabilities and reliability that are 
required." 

Network Security 
This summer, IT will begin 

using a program called Clean 
Access to protect the network 
f rom c o m p u t e r s tha t pose 
security risks. 

"Its goal is to make sure that 
all of the machines that are on our 
community network are able to 
defend themselves," Information 
Security Officer Marc Scarbor-
ough said. "It can do a basic scan 
to make sure that a system is run-
ning a virus scan or is up to date 
on patches, [and] ifnot.it can help 
them get those resources." 

When network users first open 
their Internet browser, Clean 
Access will scan the computer for 
malicious software or vulnerabili-
ties. Machines that pass the scan 
will be allowed to access the Rice 
network and parts of the Internet, 
while those that fail will be blocked. 
Blocked users will be directed to 
Web sites where they can download 
fixes for their problem. 

IT has not yet determined how 
often they will check computers 
on the Rice network. Scarborough 
said computers will be scanned 
often enough to keep users safe but 
not every time they log on. 

Scarborough said computers 
will only be immediately blocked 
if there are major security prob-
lems. Otherwise, users will be 
advised to download patches in 
a given timeframe. 

Web Portal 
Enterprise Applications Direc-

tor Andrea Martin (Jones '79) said 
the purpose of the Web portal is to 
provide access to many Web utilities 
on one page, such as ESTHER and 
Webmail. Martin said the portal 
is flexible and allows students to 
rearrange and replace information 
on their pages. 

In addition to Rice resources, 
students can view syndicated 
headlines, known as RSS feeds, 
from outside Web sites. 

"Students can tailor this to 
whatever they want," Martin 
said. "You can add your own 
channel. You can change your 
own templates. You can do just 
about anything with it... There's 
an announcement channel that 
you can't get rid of, but just about 
everything else you can." 

IT ran a Web portal pilot at 
Martel College in the spring. 
Eeedback from participants will 
help determine what will be avail-
able when the portal is released 
in the fall. 

So far, suggestions have in-
cluded access to ESTHER and 
Webmail that does not require 
users to sign on again, as well 
as a connection to Facebook. 
Martin said although the portal 
is not yet ready for everyone to 
use, students can test it and give 
feedback over the summer. 

The portal can be accessed at 
my.rice.edu. 

http://langcenter.rice.edu/
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Five named Fulbright scholars 
by Stephanie Jennings 

THRESHER STAFF 

Thanks to Fulbright scholar-
ships, five Rice students and 
one staff member will study a 
variety of subjects abroad, such 
as Tibetan in Nepal, energy policy 
and women's rights in China, 
and youth volunteerism in China 
next year. 

Wiess College senior Jason 
Lee, Baker College senior Jo 
Kent, Jones College senior Ian 
MacCormack, music graduate 
student Brian Viliunas, alumnus 
Tariq Tapa (Lovett '03), Lead-
ership Rice Interim Director 
Natalia Ksiezyk Oones '01) and 
December graduate Kelly Wright 
(Brown '05) won this year's 
Fulbright scholarships. Wright 
declined the Fulbright for the 
Zeff Fellowship. 

Both Lee, a biochemistry and 
policy studies major, and Kent, an 
Asian studies, history and policy 
studies major, will study in China. 
MacCormack, a mathematics and 
religious studies major, will study 
in Nepal. Viliunas will study in 
Norway. Ksiezyk, a psychology, 
cognitive sciences and policy stud-
ies major, will study in Argentina, 
and Tapa will study in India. 

Lee plans to take classes and 
study Chinese energy policy at 
Beijing University for an aca-
demic year. He will leave for 
China in mid-July to travel and 
will begin research in September. 
Lee said he first became inter-
ested in the topic while doing 
research at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies in 
Washington, D.C. 

"China is undergoing some 
extraordinary changes , and I 
don't think there's a better way 
of learning more about them than 
going straight to the source," Lee 
said. "China's growing energy 
demand is at the top of a laundry 
list of China's future challenges, 
and it's a complex topic that I have 
loved exploring." 

Kent will research the effec-
tiveness of legal aid to women's 
rights in Beijing at Beijing Univer-
sity Law School and its affiliated 
nongovernmental organization, 
Women's Watch. Kent became 
interested in the i s sue after 
interning at a U.S. law firm in 

Beijing last summer and research-
ing the topic as a Mellon Mays 
undergraduate fellow. 

"Knowing your legal rights 
is something that we in the U.S. 
take for granted," Kent said. "It's 
important to examine the rule of 
law and how it's developing in a 
large, growing country like China. 
How the law influences the rights 
of a minority is a significant indica-
tor of the direction in which China 
is moving." 

Kent said she plans to go to law 
school in the future and that this 
experience will allow her to improve 
her Chinese language skills and gain 
international law experience. 

MacCormack will work on 
projects involving Tibetan transla-
tion and Buddhism at Katmandu 
University. He will begin research 
in August and plans to remain in 
Nepal for a year. 

" [As a religious studies major], 
my primary interest was Buddhist 
philosophy," MacCormack said. 
"It's an area that I find really 
interesting, and I have a lot of 
unanswered questions that I'd 
like to pursue." 

Ksiezyk will spend half of 
her year in Argentina teaching 
English as a Second Language 
and the other half studying civic 
engagement among Argentinean 
youth. Because most of Ksiezyk's 
recommendat ions were from 
outside Rice, former Scholarships 
and Fellowships Director Patty 
Bass recommended she apply 
at-large. 

"I was actually very surprised 
when 1 was told that I got it be-
cause Argentina's very competi-
tive," Ksiezyk said. 

Ksiezyk said she decided to be a 
teaching assistant because she had 
previous teaching experience, it fits 
well with her career plans and the 
Argentina program accepted non 
Ph.D.-seeking students. 

Ksiezyk said her project idea is 
based on her master's thesis. 

"Argentina and other Latin 
American countries had oppres-
sive governments," Ksiezyk said. 
"Democracy is a much newer 
concept to them, and civic engage-
ment is something that emerges 
from this." 

Director of Fellowships and 
Scholarships Mauro De Lorenzo 
said two other students have 
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been named Fulbright finalists, 
and whether they win will be an-
nounced by the end of June. 

The Fulbright Program is spon-
sored by the U.S. State Depart-
ment and allows seniors, recent 
graduates and graduate students 
to do research or teach English 
in a foreign country. The amount 
of the scholarship depends on 
where the student is studying and 
is worth at least $20,000. 

The selection criteria include 
academic record, strength of es-
say and recommendations, lead-
ership experience and language 
experience. 

De Lorenzo said the exact 
number of students who applied for 
the award is difficult to determine 
because applicants have the option 
of either applying through Rice or 
at-large. Eighteen students applied 
through Rice and at least two—Ks-
iezyk and Tapa — did not. 

"I wasn't surprised that any 
of them won," De Lorenzo said. 
"They're all at the top of their game 
academically and have developed 
an area of expertise." 

De Lorenzo said he has tried 
to increase awareness of the 
Fulbright among students. 

"Students think to be competi-
tive, they have to have a 4.0," De 
Lorenzo said, "I would say any-
one with at least a 3.5 is a good 
candidate." 

Ksiezyk said students should 
not be afraid to apply. 

"I think that most Rice students 
are qualified to get a Fulbright," 
she said. "I would encourage 
students to not be discouraged by 
the prestige of the Fulbright and 
apply. There are some countries 
that are more competitive than 
others, but just do your research 
and choose wisely." 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

The Faculty Senate met May 10. The following were discussed. 

• Faculty Speaker Marj Corcoran, a physics professor, announced 
the Fall 2 0 0 6 senate meetings will be Sept. 6, Sept. 27, Oct. 
18, Nov. 15 and Dec. 6. Political Science Professor Randy 
Stevenson will be the senate's parliamentarian. 

• Psychology Professor Dave Schneider presented the recom-
mendations of the senate's Committee on University Com-
mittees. The recommendations include posting online a list 
of all university committees. Senate-nominated committees 
will be required to provide annual reports to the senate, and 
the senate can request reports from non-senate-nominated 
committees. 

• Head Football Coach Todd Graham introduced himself and 
answered questions. He said he wants to integrate student-
athletes into campus life. Also, each of the nine football 
coaches will be an associate at a residential college and will 
eat meals with the players in the colleges. 

• Corcoran sought nominations for speaker, deputy speaker and 
an executive committee slate. Corcoran and Deputy Speaker 
Deborah Harter, a French Studies professor, were nominated 
for their current positions. Nominations will also be taken 
before voting at the first senate meeting in the fall. 

I Harter discussed the senate's Nominations and Elections 
Committee. The committee is charged with running elections, 
handling nominations, finding candidates when not enough 
people run and selecting university standing committee mem-
bers. Harter said in the future, the committee will discuss how 
close votes are resolved. 

• The senate unanimously approved three undergraduate minors 
proposals calling for the creation of departmental minors, 
interdisciplinary minors and minors in departments, schools, 
programs and centers that do not offer undergraduate majors. 
(See story, page 1.) 

• President David Leebron gave an update on the reaccredidation 
process. Leebron said the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools' site visit April 18-20 went well and that the visi-
tors were impressed with the Center for Civic Engagement. 
Leebron discussed the Vision for the Second Century and 
said the presentation at the Board of Trustees' meeting May 
24-25 will outline resource needs as a result of the V2C. 
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Rice's Intramural Fields 6 and 7 served as the Houston location for the Global Night Commute April 29-30. The demonstration sought to raise awareness about Ugandan children forced to sleep 
In cities to avoid kidnapping and impressment into the army. During the night, participants found ways to pass the time. Left: Activists express themselves through music. Right: Wiess College 
freshmen Roque Sanchez (left) and Bo Qiu (right) read protest letters. 

About 1,100 participate in Global Night Commute 
by Beko Binder 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Over 1,100 people—including 
more than 400 Rice students — 
participated at Rice in a national, 

overnight cam pout to raise aware-
ness of child soldiers in Uganda's 
civil war. Intramural Fields 6 and 
7 served as the Houston location 
for the Global Night Commute 
April 29-30. 
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Invisible Chudren, a non-profit 
group, organized the nationwide 
demonstration. 

Fewer than 500 people had reg-
istered online for the Rice campout 
a few weeks earlier, but the number 
nearly doubled by the night before 
the event. Will Rice College junior 
Achala Talati, who organized the 
event at Rice with Will Rice senior 
Preetha Kurian, said she was glad 
students showed enthusiasm for 
the campout. 

"The Rice campus was so mobi-
lized for this, and it was really excit-
ing because Rice is usually called an 
apathetic campus," Talati said. 

Participants were given infor-
mation packets about the war in 
northern Uganda when they signed 
in. The packets also contained 
materials to help participants send 
letters to President George W. Bu sh, 
Senator John Cornyn, R-Texas, and 
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson, 
R-Texas, encouraging the United 
States to act in Uganda. 

Participants at the Houston loca-
tion wrote about 1,000 letters to the 
senators and president, Talati said. 

Some people also created 
journal entries of their reactions 
to the situation in Uganda for a 
book to be published soon, some 
bought bracelets made by Ugandan 
children, and others chose to play 
frisbee, soccer and other outdoor 
games throughout the night. 

Not all of the people who signed 
in stayed the whole night outside. 
Talati said about half of the par-
ticipants left during the night when 
temperatures dropped. 

"I think people weren't expect-
ing [the cold J,"Talati said. "Maybe 
between 500 and 600 actually spent 
the whole night there, but in terms 
of awareness, just getting around 
1,100 people to come out to the field 

is pretty remarkable. I think Rice 
can be really proud of that." 

Brown College sophomore Car-
los Enriquez said the event's atmo-
sphere impressed him. "Everyone 
involved was really committed, and 
everyone fully supported the cause 
that it was going towards — I could 
feel that everyone was really into 
it," Enriquez said. 

Talati said the local ABC televi-
sion channel KTRK covered the 

event on its morning news April 
30, and the Houston Chronicle 
published an editorial about Rice's 
involvemi nt in the movement. 

Talati said the event cost about 
$3,000, which was covered by dona-
tions from Rice Program Council, 
Rice Student Volunteer Program, 
Community Involvement Center, 
Rice Amnesty International, Sal-
seros, Wiess College and Wiess 
Resident Associate Bill Wilson. 

f ] L Y I N G D O W N . 
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Activists gather on Intramural Fields 6 and 7 to document their participation 
for a video camera in the nationwide demonstration, Global Night Commute. 
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HEALTH 
From page 1 

working hours, although he and 
Ware are discussing increasing 
lunchtime appointment times. 

Jenkins said he has begun a 
search to fill the positions and 
would like the new hires to be 
working by Orientation Week. 

Health Insurance 
The only major change to the 

health insurance plan provided to 
students by the Chickering Group 
is that the dental savings plan is 
now free. Assistant Dean of Student 
Affairs for Health Programs Lindley 
I )oran said. In the past, students who 
have signed up for the dental savings 
plan have been charged a fee. 

I)oran said thecost of the health 
insurance plan increased this year. 
Since graduate students are the pri-
mary purchasers of the insurance, 
Rice's graduate student subsidy 
also increased. 

http://www.ricecampanile.com
http://www.I
http://www.tmhairadditions.com
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period April 24- May 17. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College 

Baker College 

Martel College 

Martel College 

Brown College 

Lovett College 

Lovett College 

Baker College 

Will Rice College 

Will Rice College 

April 24 Ca l l e r r e p o r t e d i n d i v i d u a l 
masturbating in computer lab 
and in Fondren Library. Subject 
referred to Rice Counseling. 

April 2 6 Two s tuden ts c o n f e s s e d to 
smok ing mari juana in room, 
wh ich t r iggered f i re a l a rm . 
Students referred to Student 
Judicial Programs. 

April 29 Of f i ce r o b s e r v e d underage 
student carrying beer. Student 
referred to Student Judicial 
P r o g r a m s f o r m i n o r in 
c o n s u m p t i o n and m inor in 
possession. 

April 30 Bike seat reported as stolen 
found. 

May 1 Bicycle stolen. 

May 6 Car seat dropped from sixth loor. 

May 1 1 Suspicious subject reported. 
Subject a r res ted for parole 
violation outside Louisiana with 
full extradition. Subject remanded 
to Harris County Jail awaiting 
extradition. 

May 12 iPod stolen. 

May 12 Bicycle stolen. 

May 13 Debit and credit card stolen. 

Academic Buildings 
George R. Brown Hall April 26 Fraudulent c red i t card use 

reported. 

Fondren Library April 27 Computer hardware stolen. 

Fondren Library April 28 In te rna l pa r t s s t o l e n f r o m 
computer. 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall May 9 

Mechanical May 16 
Engineering Building 

Other Buildings 

Student Center May 13 

Greenbriar Building May 16 

Parking Lots 
South Colleges Lot April 26 

Greenbriar Lot April 26 

Greenbriar Lot April 26 

Greenbriar Lot May 2 

Greenbriar Lot May 5 

West Lot May 5 

South Colleges Lot May 13 

Car vandalized. 

Two credit cards stolen. 

Cell phone stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 

Vehicle burglarized. Subject in 
possess ion of s to len i tems 
arrested at bus stop. 

Accident involving RUPD unit 
and Capp Electric vehicle. 

C a l l e r r e p o r t e d s u b j e c t 
masturbating. Subject gone on 
arrival. 

Vehicle burglarized. 

Two vehicles burglarized. 

Vehicle window shattered by rock 
thrown by a weed eater. 

Driver struck unattended vehicle 
and left scene. Subject located 
and issued city citation. 

Greenbriar Lot 

Other Areas 
College Way 

Entrance 1 

President's Drive 

College Way 

May 15 Vehicle burglarized. 

April 27 Subject pulled over for speeding. 
a r r e s t e d for d r i v i n g w h i l e 
intoxicated and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 

May 10 Officer observed subject driving 
wrong way. Subject disregarded 
officer's order to stop and drove 
away during contact . Off icer 
followed subject for four blocks 
before he stopped again. Subject 
remanded to Harris County Jail 
for evading arrest and detention 
with a motor vehicle 

May 14 Lamp post knocked over. 

May 17 Officer observed subject driving 
wrong way. Driver arrested for 
driving with a suspended license 
and remanded to Harris County 
Jail. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Don't get a big head, now. 
Baker College freshman Barron Stone has his caricature drawn at the Leebron-Forman study break April 30 
in the Student Center. The theme of the study break was "Escape the Grind." 
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RAGSDALE 
From page 1 

step down last year but extended 
his term to raise funds for a new 
social sciences building. Stein said 
he hopes to soon announce a donor 
and building site—likely the space 
between Herring Hall and the 
Student Center—so Ragsdale can 
concentrate her efforts on what 
will go inside the building. 

"My sense is that her activi-
ties will be focused on the new 
building, getting funding for 
new programs and a clear idea of 
where the departments will go," 
Stein said. "She will probably be 

on the road 10 times more than 
I have thought of being." 

Stein will stay at Rice and 
continue to teach political sci-
ence. He said he also hopes to 
be involved in the new Center for 
Civic Engagement, working with 
students to conduct community-
based research. 

Ragsdale is the fifth new dean 
of an academic division in just 
over three years, and all five have 
been hired from outside of Rice. 
Matusow said the search commit-
tee, which included faculty from 
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each social science department, a 
Rice Board of Trustees member, 
and a graduate and undergradu-
ate student, conducted a national 
search. 

' What [the School of 
Social Sciences] needs 
is a strong leader to 
take those challenges 
and make them 
opportunities, and we 
think Lyn Ragsdale is 
a person who can do 
that.' 

— Allen Matusow 
History professor 

Search committee chair 

"There was an implicit assump-
tion it would be good to have an 
outside person," Matusow said. "I 
think it's because somebody from 
the outside brings a different per-
spective, new ideas and is more 
likely to generate a lot of initial 
energy and excitement." 

President David Leebron said 
Ragsdale stands out because of 
her ambitious vision and ability 
to work practically and coop-
eratively. He said those skills 
are important for the school at 
its current stage. 

"I do think there will be some 
significant growth in the School 
of Social Sciences," Leebron said. 
"We are seeing more and more 
students interested in the social 
sciences." 

In 2005, the school was home to 
four of the top five most common 
undergraduate degrees awarded. 

Ragsdale said a pr imary 
reason she accepted the posi-
tion is that Rice separates its 
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social sciences departments 
— anthropology, economics, 
political science, psychology and 
sociology—from the humanities 
departments. Ragsdale said she 
wants to improve the way those 
five departments work together. 

"One of the things I hope to 
accomplish is to make social sci-
ences as a whole larger than the 
sum of its parts," Ragsdale said. 
"The other challenge is develop-
ment — raising money for more 
endowed chairs or the building 
or other projects." 

Ragsdale said she will deter-
mine the best configuration for fac-
ulty — which departments should 
go in what buildings — based on 
how to best encourage collabora-
tion while still giving everyone 
enough individual workspace. Cur-
rently, the economics and political 
science departments share Baker 
Hall with the Baker Institute. The 
anthropology, psychology and 
sociology departments are housed 
in Sewall Hall. 

Administration is not new to 
Ragsdale. She brings five years 
of experience as the head of a 
department of 20 faculty and 
50 graduate students. But most 
of her career has focused on 
teaching and research. Stein said 
that Ragsdale, who he attempted 
to hire in the political science 
department about 15 years ago, is 
highly respected among political 
scientists. 

Before moving to Chicago, 
Ragsdale spent 19 years on 
the University of Arizona fac-
ulty, where she published three 
books: The Elusive Executive: 
Discovering Statistical Patterns 
in the Presidency, Presidential 
Politics and Vital Statistics on the 
Presidency, Washington to Clinton, 
which won the American Library 
Association's award for the best 
reference work in 1996. 

Ragsdale is currently work-
ing on two more books. One on 
the American nonvoter analyzes 
different types of people who do 
not vote in presidential elections 
because ne i t he r cand ida te 
appeals to them, Ragdale said. 
The other examines why presi-
dents tend to make decisions 
too quickly. 

"Presidential advisers race 
each other to compete for which 

option the president chooses," 
Ragsdale said. They do so very 
quickly without considering 
[enough] information, and they 
foreclose their options. The 
pattern starts with [Harry S.) 
Truman and goes all the way to 
George W. [Bush]." 

Ragsdale said she uses a quan-
titative angle in her research. 

"I have sort of made my career 
on gathering quantitative data on 
the presidency that didn't exist 
before," she said. "The [presi-
dential] decisions book relies on 
archival data from presidential 
libraries." 

Stein said Ragsdale's research 
of the presidency will prove 
valuable in dealing with other 
disciplines in the social sciences. 
Since there are few presidencies 
to study, Stein said this research 
must also include historical, 
sociological and psychological 
approaches. 

"[Ragsdale's] work clearly 
shows subtle appreciation for 

4 One of the things I 
hope to accomplish 
is to make social 
sciences as a whole 
larger than the sum of 
its parts.' 

— Lyn Ragsdale 
Newly-named Social Sciences 

dean 

different methods, theories and 
approaches," Stein said. 

At UIC, Ragsdale teaches 
undergraduate courses on the 
American presidency and the U.S. 
Congress. In her classes, Rags-
dale said she likes to use simu-
lations of presidential decisions 
and the legislative process. She 
also teaches graduate courses 
in American politics, political 
institutions and a course on how 
to get research published. 

Ragsdale earned her bache-
lor's degree from Arizona State 
University and her master's and 
doctorate from the University of 
Wisconsin. 
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Left: Graduating Baker College senior Emily Hannah celebrates as she receives her diploma tube. Second center: Graduating Martel College senior Kelly Duerr sings "Veni Creator Spiritus" as 
a wreath Is laid on William Marsh Rice's tomb. Bottom center: Lovett College master Bernard Aresu adjusts his mortar board while he reads graduates' names. Top right: Electrical englnerring 
professor William Wilson presents the ceremonial mace to the commencement crowd as President David Leebron prepares to Introduce commencement speaker Houston Mayor Bill White. 
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Scenes from Commencement 
2006. This page, clockwise from 
above: NROTC members present 
the American flag to begin the 
ceremony. The crowd in the academic 
quadrangle from the top of Lovett 
Hall. Graduating Wiess College senior 
Van Pham waits for the ceremony 
to begin. Students wave goodbye to 
their lives as undergraduates and 
await their walk through the Sallyport 
Eager family members anticipate their 
relative's arrival. Graduating Baker 
College senior Adam Meier shows off 
his diploma tube. 
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Clockwise from top right: Family and friends gather outside 
the Sallyport in hopes of the perfect photo opportunity. An 
architecture graduate looks back through the Sallyport as she 
leaves the ceremony. Ph.D. candidates use their programs to 
keep cool. Lovett College president Anish Patel presents the 
college banner. 
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Houston Mayor Bill White speaks at Rice's commencement May 13. His speech to the graduates, printed below, called for them to give back to their communities through public service. 

White urges graduates to lead through public service 
Thank you, David. You know this 

is the second commencement I've 
attended with your president. The 
first one was file commencement 
of our own graduating class. We 
were in the same class together, 
and from that commencement 
address I learned something I will 
never forget: Just because you won 
a Nobel prize and are a famous 
author does not mean you are a 
good speaker. 

Those of us who give com-
mencement speeches and those 
who are privileged to join their 
loved ones or be in a graduating 
class got to realize commence-
ment speeches are tough, you see, 
because this is a very memorable 
and important day in the lives 
of people here. And it's fit that 
we talk about important things. 
Important things are not usually 
original. That's why sometimes 
it can sound like a string of plati-
tudes. This is made worse by the 
fact that, at a great university like 
Rice, people have their appetite 
whetted for things that are complex 
and interesting and novel. But the 
most important things are often 
clear and old. 

So I tell you what: I'll make a deal 
with you. If you let me speak plainly 
about some obvious things, by the 
end. I'll talk about something that's 
not as obvious and is a little hard 
edged. How about that? 

A lot of people here — the 
graduating seniors — have big 
dreams. You sure ought to. I mean 
if you look at the tens of billions 
of people on this planet, that have 
lived on this planet since Neolithic 
times, then you are among the top 
ten thousandths, one hundred 
thousandths of one percent in terms 
of the opportunities that you have. 
Amazing. You're part of an impor-
tant, educated elite — important 
for your contributions to taking 
this civilization forward, but it 
doesn't mean you're more impor-
tant than any other person. It does 
mean you have a lot more to be 
grateful for and need to show that 
through some element of public 
service—public service and public 
leadership. Let me tell you a few 
things about that. 

Public service can take all sorts 

of forms. People can make it a habit 
as part of their weekly and monthly 
routines. Some service can occur 
simply in your employment, in the 
marketplace. That's the genius of 
the free market system — that it 
rewards people who do something 
desired by someone else. But some 
of the greatest forms of service have 
nothing to do with the remunera-
tion of the market. Some have to 
do with how good a family member 
and friend you are in times of need. 
Others have to do with random 
acts of kindness, and still others, 
those people who I encourage 
you to be one of, who decide that 
part of every week, every month, 
part of who they are is going to be 
something in selfless work for the 
benefit of others. 

Our nation and 
the other nations 
throughout 
this world will 
never be able to 
PROSPER as 
much as they 
can if we settle 
for less for those 
who serve us. 

There lare] different ways that 
you can do this work. Many people 
continue in the private sector and 
set aside some time. And there's a 
myth about making public service 
part of your life—service to others 
I'm talking about. And that myth 
that is perpetuated by the popular, 
commercial, secular culture is that 
somehow doing service to others 
without remuneration is some 
heroic sacrifice. 

Those who do it and make it 
a habit and weave it into their life 
find that that's simply not the case. 
You get more rewards by helping 
another person and doing it con-
sistently — especially helping 
someone who is a stranger who 
doesn't expect it — than just about 
anything you could achieve in the 

marketplace. And so I encourage you, 
as a token of the gratitude for this 
great gift and opportunity, starting 
with your life each morning, to weave 
service to others into your life. 

Now there's a special form of 
public service, and that is service in 
government. Not all will be called 
into service to government, but I 
want to make a pitch to those people 
who are the graduating class who 
may consider making whole or part 
of their life in this great country or 
the country of your origin in serving 
your fellow human beings in public 
service. Government service can 
range from anything from being a 
teacher or law enforcement officer 
or someone in the military to the 
highest elected officials, judiciary, 
those who make and interpret laws. 
And I'm encompassing all of that. 

But you have the talent in this 
class to make a good deal of dif-
ference in public service. And you 
see in this country and in many 
nations—here's the hard edge—I 
think that we've grown to expect 
too often that somehow service 
in government or those serving 
in government are not the most 
qualified to accomplish tasks within 
a community. Too often we settle 
and are content by public service 
that looks bureaucratic. 

Of course there's a reason why 
there are often low expectations and 
not always the prestige that is war-
ranted by the public leadership in 
a great country. The market forces 
themselves force some kind of per-
formance in the private sector, but 
so often government is supported 
by revenues taken by coercion and 
does not have that same account-
ability. And the ultimate promise 
that the democratic government can 
perform at the very highest level is 
the values and the self-motivation of 
those who participate in it. 

I want to encourage you to do so. 
You don't need to make a lifetime. 
But make some time in your life, 
and consider seriously serving 
others in the public sector. The 
citizens here who are not among 
those graduating should be proud 
and encourage those citizens who 
seek to work in any way at any office 
in our government. Our nation and 
the other nations throughout this 

world will never be able to prosper 
as much as they can if we settle for 
less for those who serve us. 

And finally, I want to talk a little 
bit about public leadership and 
what we should expect and what I 
hope some in this graduating class 
may aspire to. I have a strong view 
about this, and that is that we should 
not settle for less than the best in 
public leadership. Too often we're 
content to think we should settle in 
public leadership for those people 
who would never be able to get a 
job managing anything else beside 
what they're elected for. Too often 
we settle for words rather than per-
formance. Too often we cut people 
some slack by having a cynical 
attitude that government service is 
such an ordeal that we should not 
expect the best to be in it. 

But we can look over the his-
tory of great democracies, and 
we can see singular examples 
of executive leadership, which 
could be replicated, which are not 
surpassed in the public or private 
sector, academics or clerical institu-
tions. I'll give you two that have a 
lot in common. Winston Churchill 
during the wartime years — great 
book, Martin Gilbert [Winston 
Churchil l 's biographies] . And 
Lincoln during our Civil War. Doris 
Kearns Goodwin's book and many 
others' reflect on those times. 

Each of those two individuals 
were people successful at their craft 
and profession — very successful 
outside of government. Though 
neither was a business executive, 
they all followed four simple prin-
ciples from how they conducted 
their business—principles that are 
applicable in any institution and set 
a standard for excellence. 

First, they recruited the best to 
serve with them regardless of their 
politics or even whether they liked 
them. Second, they had detailed 
knowledge of the government. 
(Government is not for dilettantes, 
and they used that knowledge to 
set specific goals and hold them and 
others accountable for those goals. 
Third, they articulated plainly and 
often to those within the government 
and those in the public the goals and 
strategies of the government. And 
fourth, they worked tirelessly, day in 

and day out, without long vacations 
in order to accomplish each of the 
three above objectives. 

That is a model for leadership 
that works well. Those are not two 
among ten billion individuals. I have 
seen plenty of people who have the 
capacity to do those four things and 
do them well. There are people in 
this undergraduate class who have 
the capability to do so. 

Never can you see the appli-
cation of these old principles in 
action as well as you did when so 
many community leaders came 
together and took some time for 
extraordinary public service during 
the Katrina evacuation. What is re-
markable is not how the hundreds 
of thousands of citizens involved in 
that relief effort performed. What 
was remarkable (was) they simply 
applied those four basic principles 
of sound leadership and manage-
ment. What's remarkable is how 
few people in other parts of the 
country were applying those four 
basic principles of good manage-
ment, so that Houston stood out 
as an island of compassion and 
confidence in a sea of chaos. 

This is a special time. I started 
by saying that you're fortunate and 
should be grateful. You in many 
ways on this special day, as well as 
those others who are graduating 
from the great — the great univer-
sity institutions — are right now 
the luckiest people on the planet. 
You are not self-made. None of 
us are. That's a delusion. I do not 
know by what rights we deserve 
the gift of life, whether like this, an 
opportunity for a great education, 
parents like many of you have or the 
opportunity to live in the greatest 
city in the greatest country in the 
history of the world. 

But I tell you what: If you feel 
grateful for that, if you do not think 
that those big words are an exag-
geration, if you calculate the odds 
of how lucky you are in terms of 
your future compared to the tens of 
billions who have come before you 
on the planet with low life expectan-
cies and lives without dignity, then 
there's one way you can repay that. 
And that is making public service 
and public leadership part of what 
you aspire to. 

I 
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FRESHMAN SEMINARS: TICKET TO THE HUMANITIES 
Why take a freshman seminar? First year students at Rice have the opportunity to take small classes in the seminar format on a variety of 

subjects in the Humanities. Seminars are small, generally around 15 students or fewer; students are all first year. The professor in charge has 
chosen a topic of lively interest that will be approached from an interdisciplinary perspective. Seated around a table (this is not a lecture course!) 
students will develop their skills in using evidence, developing arguments, and expressing their ideas through discussion and written 
work—while exploring an exciting topic that appeals to them. In addition to reading widely, students may have the opportunity to watch and 
discuss films, visit museumfc'artd archaeological sites, or meet with visiting scholars. The professors in charge are experts in the seminar topics, 
and they will work closely with students on their writing assignments and on seminar presentation. 

Freshman seminars are a wonderful opportunity for new students to get to know a professor, develop an intellectual community with their 
peers, and learn important skills in a structured and stimulating learning environment. Most important of all, they will open your minds to new 

and exciting worlds waiting to be explored. Freshman seminars are an opportunity not to be missed! 

THE LEGEND OF KING ARTHUR IN THE 
MIDDLE AGES 

FSEM 126 / GERM 126 / MDST 126 

Prof. Sarah Westphal 
Distribution Group 1 Credit. 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday 2:()0 - 2:50 p.m. 

We will examine the tradition of King Arthur that arose in late 
Roman Britain and continued evolve until the end of the Middle 

Ages. Our objective is to achieve a thematic, historical, and 
structural insight into some of the best examples of medieval 

storytelling and understand why they continue to cast a spell over 
readers today. The course also lays a foundation for the study of 

pre-modern literature, the medieval and early modern world, and the 
national cultures of France. Germany, and Britain. Study includes 

the knights of the Round Table, chivalry and the philosophy of love 
and warfare, the grail story, tales of Merlin's magic. Queen 

Guinevere, and the biography of Arthur, with particular emphasis on 
the fall of Camelot and the death of a king. 

LITERARY LOVE AFFAIRS: LOVE AND 
PASSION IN EUROPEAN LITERATURE 

FSEM 129/GERM 129 

Prof. Uwe Steiner 
Distribution (.roup I Credit. 

Tuesday/Thursday 1:00-2:20 P.M. 

According to the German philosopher Hegel (1770-1831), 
love is the most prominent topic in modern, i.e.. "romantic" poetry. 
His description of modern love-stories, however, doesn't seem to 

favor them. In his view, they are usually about a young fellow vvlio. 
like a modern knight, seeks the ideal girl. In most cases, the 

philosopher observes, "at last he gets his girl and some sort of 
position, marries her, and becomes as good a Philistine as others". 

The course invites students to examine this philosophical wisdom by 
reading select stories and theoretical texts about love and passion by 

European authors from the time of Shakespeare to the present. 

AMERICA THROUGH FRENCH EYES 
FSEM 133/FREN 133 

Prof. Julie Fette 
Monday 01:00PM - 04:00PM 

The United States has always been a source of fascination -- both 
attraction and revulsion - for the French. This course aims to 

understand American culture and identity as revealed by transatlantic 
encounters with the French. We will study French intellectuals' 

observations from Tocqueville to Simone de Beauvoir as well as 
images of America in French popular culture. 

SOUTHERN REBELS 
FSEM 173/HIST 173 

Prof. Alexander Lichtenstein 
Wednesday 2:00-5:00 p.m. 

The "South" is often understood to be the most conservative region 
in the U.S. This seminar will use selected autobiographical texts by 
"southern rebels" to challenge that idea, and examine the tradition of 

dissent in the culture and history of the American South. Topics 
considered will include civil rights, socialism, populism, interracial 

unionism, feminism, sexual freedom, and religious radicalism. Texts 
include Revolt Among the Sharecroppers. Killers of the l)ream. 

Outside the Magic Circle. Bastard out of Carolina and Narrative of 
Hosea Hudson. 

THE CULTURE OF WAR: VIOLENCE-
CONFLICT-REPRESENTATION 

FSEM 128 /GERM 128 

Prof. Christian Emden 
Distribution Group I Credit. 

Tuesday/Thursday 10:50 a.m. - 12:05 p.m. 

The beginning of the twenty-first century is surprisingly marked by a 
return of war and military conflict as defining categories of political 

life. The rapidly changing political and cultural environment after 
the Cold War -- globalization, terrorism, religious conflict, new 
genocides - requires a new understanding of "war." Taking into 

account the history of war as well as recent intellectual debates, the 
seminar will examine the politics and perception of war. ranging 

from early modern Europe to most recent events. Not for the faint-
hearted, topics include: destruction, ruins, refugees, the enemy, just 

war, massacres, terrorism, victims, spaces of battle, anxiety, 
trenches, and violence. 

THE HERO AND HIS COMPANION: FROM 
GILGAMESH TO SAM SPADE 

F S E M 151 / H I S T 151 

Faculty: Michael R Maas 
Wednesday 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

How does presentation of heroic action illustrate the basic values of 
a society? Students will examine a variety of historical materials: 

ancient literature in translation, modern mystery stories, and a 
number of films. Ancient sources w ill be paired with modern ones to 
show the development of a tradition of heroic action stretching from 

the beginnings of civilization to the present day. The course will 
explore how ideas of service to the community often link heroism to 

alienation, examine the gendered character of heroic action, and 
discuss changes in attitudes in modem fiction. Skills will be 

developed in writing history as students learn the basics of thinking 
and writing like historians. In sum, this course is an extended 

invitation to the pleasures of the study of history. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION, AND THE USES OF THE 

PAST 
FSEM 160 / H I S T 160 

Prof. Ira Gruber 
Distribution Group I Credit. 

Tuesday 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Seminar will focus on three dimensions of Thomas Jefferson's life 
and legacy: first, what he said and did in the American Revolution: 
second, how he has been understood by historians; and third, how 

his words, ideas, and actions have been used by successive 
generations of Americans. 

BROWN V. BOARD 
FSEM 163 / H I S T 163 

Prof. Alexander Byrd 
Monday 2:00-5:00 p.m. 

A first year seminar examining the origins and legacies of the civil 
rights case that all but defined the parameters of modern American 

society and race relations. Where did the case come from? How w as 
it argued and decided? What have been its consequences? 

S»«lrfi 
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summer 

SCENE 
Thresher editors' 

recommendations for 
arts and entertainment 

around Houston through 
August 2006 

CAMPUS 

Rice Gallery 
summer window 

Rice Gallery's fourth 

installation c? the summer 

window series, Lisa Hoke's 

"Light My Fire" opens t o d a y . 

The installation can be viewed 

through the Gallery's main 

window, and the gallery itself 

will remain closed all summer. 

Rice Gallery 

Sewall Hall 

GALLERIES 

Alumnus goes pop 

David Chien (Hanszen '02) 

exhibits "Popunation," an 

installation of stylized, 

lighthearted pop art, at 

Art League Houston through 

June 2 3 . Admisison is free. 

Art League Houston 

1953 Montrose Blvd. 

MUSIC 

Snow Patrol 

The Irish indie rockers will sing 

for Houston May 27 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets cost $20. 

Verizon Wireless Theater. 

520 Texas Ave. 

Pat Benetar 
Once an '80s diva, Benetar 

will hit the city with her best 

shot July 7 at 8 p.m. Benetar 

will perform with Neil Giraldo, 

and tickets ccst $39. 

Verizon Wireless Theater. 

520 Texas Ave. 

the best of Rice theater 
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Ever since 1980, the Thresher arts and entertainment 
editors have assembled an annual list of campus theater's 
superlative performances, both in the limelight and behind 
the scenes. From this ballot, volunteers from Rice's group of 
actors, directors, production crews and theater enthusiasts 
vote to bestow the Sammy Awards — the best of the best 
from this year's campus productions. 

The ballot divides into three categories: spoken performance, 

spoken 
performance 
best production, full length 

nominees 
• Cymbeline (Baker) 
• Closer Qones) 
• Design for Living (Players) 

winner 
• Midsummer Night's Dream (Brown) 

musical performance and production. In the case of close races, 
runners-up are listed, as are popular write-in nominees. 

The Sammy Awards also feature an award for this year's 
graduates who have made significant contributions to campus 
theater programs during their time as students. Recipients are 
nominated by students who have worked closely with them 
for the past few years. 

And now, without further ado, the 2006 Sammy Awards: 

best production, shorts 
nominees 
• "The Whole Shebang" 

Freshman One Acts (Wiess) 
• "The Morpheus Quartet" 

Freshman One Acts (Wiess) 
• "Moaning," The Vagina Monologues 

(Women's Resource Center) 

winner 
• "The Flood," The Vagina Monologues 

(Women's Resource Center) 

best director 
nominees 
• Malcolm Eckel, Foreigner (Wiess) 
• BenBur ford, Aunt Dan and Lemon (Players) 

winner 
• Ben Burford, Midsummer 

Night's Dream (Brown) 

best actor 
nominees 
• Nathan Bledsoe, Matthew Harrison Brady 

Inherit the Wind (Lovett) 
• Michael Curtis, God, "The Whole Shebang" 

(.Freshman One Acts, Wiess) 

runner-up 

• Chris Turner, Iachimo, Cymbeline (Baker) 

winner 
• Trevor Pittinger, Larry, Closer (Jones) 

EMMA HOWELL/THRESHER 

Above: Baker College junior Phil Redman (center) poses as the donkey-headed Bottom with a flock of 
fairies in Bown College's Midsummer Night's Dream. The role won Redman this year's best support-
ing actor in a spoken performance, and the play took honors for best full-length production and best 
director. Below left: Best supporting actor runner-up Jon Levy, a Hanszen College senior, attempts to 
ignore harrassment In Design for Living. Below right: Lovett College freshman Trevor Pittinger, who 
won best actor, threatens a stripper in Closer. 

best actress 
nominees 
• Michelle Moller, Imogene, Cymbeline (Baker) 
• Claire Sudolsky, Aunt Dan, Aunt Dan 

and I^mon (Players) 

write-in 
• Natalie Navar, l^emon 

Aunt Dan and I^mon (Players) 

winner 
• Kate Flanagan, Ruck, Midsummer 

Night's Dream (Brown) 

best supporting actor 
nominees 
• Trevor Murphy, E.K. Hornbeck, Inherit the 

Wind (Lovett) 
• Michael Curtis, Reverend David 

Foreigner (Wiess) 

runner-up 

• Jon I>evy, Ernst, Design For Living (Players) 

winner 

• Phil Redman, Bottom, Midsummer Night's 
Dream (Brown) 

best supporting actress 
nominees 
• Jessica Simon, Hippolyta, Midsummer Night's 

Dream (Brown) 
• Shira Bolster, Sarah 

Inherit the Wind (Lovett) 

winner 
• Cat Coombes, Oberon, Midsummer 

Night's Dream (Brown) 

IVY ASHE/THRESHFR 1AYLOR JOHNSON/THRf 

m 
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musical 
performance 
best production 

nominees 
• Return to the Forbidden Planet (Martel) 
• Baby (Wiess) 

runner-up 

• Ruddigore (Hanszen/Rice Light Opera) 

winner 
• Bat Boy (Sid) 

best director 

nominees 
• Meghan Leach, Return to the Forbidden 

Flanet (Martel) 
• Nickey Rodin, Baby (Wiess) 

wnner 
• Ben Burford, Bat Boy (Sid) 

best actor 

nominees 
• Zach McLemore, Albin, Im Cage Aux 

Folles (Hanszen) 
• Geoff Copper, Murgatroyd 

Ruddigore (Hanszen/Rice Light Opera) 

runner-up 
• Diego Tucker, Thomas Parker 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

winner 
• Dan Williamson, Bat Boy 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

m 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Above: A scene from this year's best musical, Bat Boy. Sid Richardson College sophomore Drew McUsic, who won best supporting actor, points 
a gun as best supporting actor nominee Paul Early, a Lovett College freshman, attempts to detain him. Below, left to right: Bat Boy's choreogra-
phy also took a Sammy, as did director Ben Burford and three cast members. Sid Richardson senior Lauren Bertanzetti, who was nominated for 
best supporting actress, begs on her knees in Ruddigore. Best supporting actor runner up Bobby Anderson, a Martel College freshman, shows 
off stellar moves In Return to the Forbidden Planet. 

best actress 

nominees 
• Marisa Young, Lizzie, Baby (Wiess) 
• Nickey Rodin, Arlene, Baby (Wiess) 

runner-up 
• Ryan Stickney, Shelley 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

winner 
• Hayley Brown, Meredith 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

best supporting actor 

nominees 
• Paul Early, Sheriff Reynolds 

Bat Boy (Sid) 
• Andrew Reich, Richard, Ruddigore 

(Hanszen/Rice Light Opera) 

runner-up 
• Bobby Anderson, Dr. Prospero, Return 

to the Forbidden Flanet (Martel) 

winner 
• Drew McUsic, Rick Taylor 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

best supporting actress 

nominees 
• Liz Blair, Miranda, Return to the 

Forbidden Planet (Martel) 
• I^auren Bertanzetti, Rose, Ruddigore 

(Hanszen/Rice l ight Opera) 

write-in 
• Gillian Smith, Mad Margaret. Ruddigore 

(Hanszen/Rice Light Opera) 

winner 
• Ava Moursund, science officer, Return 

to the Forbidden Planet (Martel) 

Significant contributions to Rice theater 
spotlight: Ben Burford 

Jul ia Burs ten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Few students enter Rice with a clear 
idea of where they will be in four years, and 
Brown College senior Ben Burford was no 
different. When he arrived in Fall 2002 from 
Birmingham, Ala., he had no idea he would 
be making an extracurricular career out of 
his campus theater involvement. 

"1 was in one play my senior year of high 
school and two in middle school," Burford 
said. "I guess I was kind of a late bloomer." 

While his dramatic talent may not have 
developed fully before he got to Rice, Bur-
ford made up for lost time once he arrived. 
Participating in multiple shows with the Rice 
Players and Brown Theater, Burford found 
himself quickly moving from acting roles to 
directing ones. By the time he graduated, he 
had participated in 11 shows — directing or 
assistant directing 5, acting in 7 and doing 
both for 77if iMramie Project. 

But the count has not ended: Burford 
is staying in Houston and directing Into 
The Woods for the Players this fall. It will 

be the troupe's first musical in more than 
a decade. 

Burford has helped the Rice Players 
achieve other firsts as well. He directed 
Aunt Dan and Lemon last fall, and entered 
the show in the Ken-
nedy Center American 
College Thea te r Fes-
tival. The show went 
farther in the competition 
than any previous Rice 
Players show — it was 
selected as one of seven 
productions to perform 
in the festival's Region 
VI finals in Tulsa, Okla., 
where Burford was the only student director. 

"Everyone else had fancy, faculty-directed 
productions with huge budgets and theater 
programs backing them up," Burford said. 
"We came in with our $200 show and we 
didn't win, but we got far." 

And Burford said he does not regret going 
to a university with a more casual, smaller 
theater program. For one, it cuts down on 
the number of pretentious actors. 

"Rice is actually a great place to theater 
because [students who are active in theater 

other honorees 

Jared Blakely, Baker 
Hayley Brown, Baker 
Elyse Freeman, Baker 
Kyle Ragan, Brown 
Diego Tucker, Will Rice 

from 7-10 [p.m.] 

programs] are not quite so obnoxious as at 
fancy conservatories," he said. "I just like 
the fact that everyone is doing theater 
because they want to and are passionate 
about it, but they're also smart, down-to-

earth, cool people." 
Having an agreeable 

group of peers has been 
key to Burford's desire 
to get involved with 
campus theater, espe-
cially because his theater 
cohorts tend to be the 
friends with whom he 
spends the most time. 

"I'm busy with shows 
sometimes 7-11, Monday 

through Friday," Burford said. "Since that's 
socializing time being taken out for theater it 
just sort of bleeds over into hanging out with 
theater people." 

Even when he is not hanging out with other 
actors himself, Burford has a knack for bring-
ing them together — in more ways than one. 
He played a behind-the-scenes Cyrano as he 
directed The Shape of livings in Fall 2004. 

"I'm normally a sort of lax director, but I 
see BIFRFX)RI). pa«e 20 
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production 
best instrumentation and 
musical accompaniment 

nominees 
• Elliot Cole, Baby (Wiess) 
• Hsing-Hui Hsu, Ruddigore 

(Hanszen/Rice Light Opera) 

runner-up 
• Robert Plummer, Midsummer 

Night's Dream (Brown) 

winner 
• Sean Bayntun 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

best choreography 

nominees 
• Ben Burford, Claire Sudolsky and 

Natalie Navar, Midsummer Night's 
Dream (Brown) 

• Nickey Rodin, Baby (Wiess) 

runner-up 
• Cameron Cooper and Chris Turner, 

Cymbeline (Baker) 

winner 
• Jenny Narrod 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

best set design 

nominees 
• Alice Chai, Midsummer Night's Dream 

(Brown) 
• Kyle Ragan, Aunt Dan and Umon 

(Players) 

write-in 

• Cat Coombes, Cymbeline (Baker) 

winner 

• Stephanie Zimmerman. Ruddigore 
(Hanszen/Rice Light Opera) 

best costume design 

nominees 
• Travis Bost and Claire Krebs, Design 

for Living (Players) 
• Meghan Leach, Return to the Forbidden 

Planet (Martel) 
• Jenny Narrod 

Bat Boy (Sid) 

winner 
• Elyse Freeman, Midsummer Night's 

, , , Dream (Brawn) , , *, 

I 
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Exhibition shifts perceptions of still life 
/>7<7V. II <>\l<* llll 

HUAXCI: IU:\M 

Caitlin Topham 
FOR THE THRESHER 

SCU life. The term implies a 
portrait of the world — objects 
captured and frozen in a specific 
moment of time. But really, still life 
does not often capture actual still 
frames of reality. After all, no one 
believes artists actually happen on 
innumerable, cloth-covered bowls 
of fruit or flower arrangements as 
they are looking for subjects. 

'robert kinsell: 
realities' 

Tng • • • 1 / 2 of five 
McMurtrey Gallery 

3508 Lake St. 

So in the McMurtrey Gallery's 
latest exhibit, Robert Kinsell 
explores this idea and reinvents 
what constitutes a still life. In Im-
posed Realities, Kinsell combines 
painting techniques of 17thcentur y 
Dutch masters with the contempo-
rary vegetable and fruit art found 
on greeting cards to form still lifes 
with their own realities. 

Kinsell arranges fruit and veg-
etables on simple bases (concrete 
blocks, bricks and wood slabs) 
against deep, richly colored back-
grounds. Doing away with drapery, 
glassware and other conventional 
still life components, the produce 
sits whimsically on the canvas and 
is often personified. 

In Litter, for example, twigs act 
as legs for an eggplant, which cre-
ates a mother figure overlooking 
a litter of lemons that are spread 
out below her. Similarly, in Air 
Ball, two yellow gloves invoke the 
spirit of Mickey Mouse. Here, the 
gloves, also sitting on twigs, appear 
to volley a red balloon up in the 
air. Reconfiguring how audiences 
perceive still life objects, Kinsell 
overhauls the often serious genre 
of painting by incorporating quirky 
and creative elements. 

Kinsell's juxtaposition of the 

fleshy, organic and living produce 
with dead twigs offers an interest-
ing comparison. He forces viewers 
to question whether the chosen 
objects are in fact living or even an 
accurate representation of reality. 
In short, he tests the very nature 
of still life. 

Combining painting and draw-
ing, Kinsell includes sketches in 
many of his compositions, creating 
scenes and contexts for the fruits 
and vegetables. Often primitive in 
nature, the drawings add a new 
element to the traditional still life 
format. In Tropical, a pineapple is 
suspended in front of a chalk-drawn 
island scene on a rich, eggplant 
colored wall. In Primitive Science, 
a stick arrangement nailed into the 
wall spells out nr2, while a drawing 
of a circle with the lines of its diam-
eter and radius playfully illustrates 
the equation. 

The success of Kinsell's pieces 
results from his ability to give per-
sonality to the objects he chooses. 
He often parodies their innate 
characteristics or attributes, and 
the most amusing pieces of the 
show feature eggs. In Survivor, one 
egg sits perched on a set of nails, 
while three runny brown stains 
and empty nails hint at the egg's 
fallen comrades. In Blocked, an 
egg perched in a twig sits in front 

of a wall-drawn game of tic tac toe. 
Occupying the only empty square 
left on the game board, it becomes 
a barrier to the end of the match 
and an active game participant. 
Imbued with personality, Kinsell 
highlights his personfication of the 
egg as a playful subject by placing 
the food in situations that allow it to 
take on competitive characteristics. 
The idea is original, insightful and 
delightful for viewers. 

However, three pastoral land-
scapes prove less successful. The 
pieces are beautifully executed, and 
eachglows with a soft, hazy aura. But 
they simply do not fit with the other 
pieces, compositionally or subject-
wise, and lack the wonderfully comic 
pei-sonality found in the still lifes. 

Irony is key to Kinsell's work. 
His pieces tempt smiles from audi-
ences members as they take in the 
often-witty titles and gaze on the 
associated whimsical paintings. 
The playful nature of the pieces 
makes experiencing the exhibit 
enjoyable and demands that view-
ers reconsider a painting genre that 
can often lack personality. Kinsell 
revives the still life and, in doing 
so, creates visual puns. Within 
these richly hued canvases, he 
rearranges fruit and vegetables to 
allow them to create and impose 
their own realities. 

New Bendinger film lacks 
humor, coherence, meaning 

* 

Survivor, shown here, exemplifies Kinsell's idiosyncratic take on still life. 

Rice Social Dance Society presents 

the Fall 2006 dance classes! 

No Partner Needed! 

One Low Fee Allows You to Take All Classes! 

First Lesson FREE!!! 

Weekly ballroom and swing 
lessons. 

Lessons for all skill levels, 
from raw beginners to advanced 

students. 

Connections with larger dancing 
groups off campus. 

It's fun, it's relaxing, and it's a 
great study break! 

Check out www.ruf rice.edu^rsds or email r8ds@rice.edu for more info 

Nikki Metzgar 
THRESHER STAFF 

Dripping pink paint spells 
out the opening credits to the 
distorted strains of an electric 
guitar, revealing almost every-
thing audiences need to know 
about Stick It. This movie is for 
girls — girls who are hardcore. 

rating 

'stick if 
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' in theaters 

Or at least this is what Jes-
sica Bendinger , the creat ive 
force behind Bring It On, wants 
viewers to think. In reality, Stick It 
is little more than a strange amal-
gam of kaleidoscope montages and 
bizarre puns with a punky edge a 
la Avril Lavigne. 

Hilary Swank look-a-like Haley 
("Smallville"'s Missy Peregrym) 
crashes into a window during a 
gnarly bike accident, proving girls 
are as good as boys — at being 
punks and idiots during their 
teenage years. Due to the rampant 
destruction at the scene, Haley is 
forced to choose between military 
school or gymnastics camp. She 
chooses the latter for seemingly 
mysterious reasons. But once she 
arrives, viewers learn Haley was 
once on the track to Olympic 
fame—until she walked out on her 
team in the middle of a competition. 
The plot's biggest hole lies in ratio-

nalizing this move, and throughout 
the movie this bit of Haley's past 
remains unexplained. 

Stick It does manage to generate 
a little visual thrill with music video 
segments and stirring athletic per-
formances. But only in the last half 
hour does the t rue—and infinitely 
more interesting — conflict finally 
show. Haley's reaction to being 
back in the sport helps to reveal 
competitive gymnasts' dependence 
on the ability to conform to arbi-
trary rules over pure athleticism. 
Overcoming this unfair struggle 
becomes the primary motive for 
the rest of the film. 

Still, some of the elements of 
Stick It simply do not stick together. 
Viewers will find themse lves 
caught between a laugh and a 
frown at the poor comedic timing 
of strange puns such as, "Don't be 
such a pariah Carey," and, "I'm so 
sure I'm practically deodorant." 
Scenes with inappropriate sexual 
tension also litter the film, and flat 
ethnic stereotypes frequent the 
cast, most notably in a perpetually 
dumbfounded Asian gymnast 
and an uptight Eastern European 
assistant coach. 

Because Stick I f s primary pro-
motional gimmick is that it's the fol-
low up to Bring It On, a viewer might 
expect it to be something along the 
lines of comical satire with showy 
visuals mixed in — and it is. But 
Stick It does not manage to imbue 
audiences with the feel-good comic 
fuzzies of its predecessor. Instead, 
it just leaves viewers puzzled. 

COURTESY MCMURTREY GALLERY 

BURFORD 
From page 19 

was so insistent on the fact 
that [ the lead actors' ] kisses 
were not hot enough that I 
kept making them do it over 
and over and over again," he 
said. "After the show, they 
ended up dating." 

While he is a demanding 
director, Burford said his di-
recting style is fairly adaptable, 
depending on both shows and 
casts — his only goal is to tell a 
show's story as clearly as possible. 
Many times, he will simply allow 
actors to figure out their own block-
ing. But occasionally, such as in this 
fall's Midsummer Night's Dream, 
he has to step in as a fight cho-
reographer. Although he showed 
his cast how to take precautions 
so they would throw punches and 
fall cleanly, many of the actors got 
caught up in the moment. 

"The thing I'll probably remem-
ber most about Midsummer is the 
astonishing amount of bruises my 
cast kept getting," Burford said. 
"By closing night, all four of my 
lovers had giant bruises all over 
each other. It was kind of awesome 
and highly unprofessional." 

The Midsummer cast never 
followed directions as closely as 
his other casts, so Burford was 
not surprised at their interpreta-
tion of his fight scenes. He said he 
never saw a group of actors take so 
much ownership in a production, 
which was "both mortifying and 
really fun." 

"Everything got gayer and gayer 
as the show went on," Burford said. 
"Only the fairies were supposed 
to be lesbians, but every single 
damned character in the play ended 
up gay by closing night." 

Fortunately, the innovative 
interpretation fit with Burford's 
philosophy when it comes to select-
ing productions, and the show's 
prevalent homosexuality explored 
aspects of Shakespearean literature 
that many high school produc-
tions would have banned. Burford 
explained this was a consequence 
of his show-selection process. He 

COURTESY ALEX NELSON 

looks for scripts that evoke emo-
tional responses in him, but also 
ones that are relevant to college 
students' experiences. 

"At some point it seems silly to 
put on irrelevant theater," Burford 
said. "It doesn't have to be life-
changing, but something that has 
a chance of connecting." 

Burford has changed the face 
of Rice theater. In addition to his 
other accomplishments, he revived 
Brown's theater program and 
hopes to unite the campus theater 
community with Into the Woods. 
But despite all this dramatic suc-
cess, Burford does not often get 
to play successful or heroic roles 
on stage. 

"I almost always play fuck-ups, 
actually," he said. "That's like my 
typecast role. And recently, I've 
been a few bad father figures." 

Burford has unquestionably 
improved the state of Rice theater 
programs over the past four years, 
and the Flayers will still benefit 
from his contributions this fall. 

"Acting was something that 
started out as a hobby," Burford 
said. "I just really got so into it and 
liked it so much that I started doing 
more and more. Then I woke up one 
day and found that I was completely 
a theater person, by accident." 

http://www.ruf
mailto:r8ds@rice.edu
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Sophie Scholl (Julia Jentsch) struggles against her Gestapo captors at the 
University of Munich atrium in Sophie Scholl: The Final Days. 

Final Days proves ultimate 
poignant summer film 
Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Ask students from American 
schools to name a female hero of 
the Holocaust. 

'sophie scholl: 
the final days' 

rating • • • • • of five 
at the angelika 
510 Texas Ave. 

7 p.m., 9:40 p.m. 

If they have not yet reached 
junior high, they will probably say 
Ann Marie Johansen from Lois 
Ix)wry's Number the Stars. Other-
wise, Vie Diary of Anne Frank will 
have crossed their required reading 
lists, and the young German girl's 
plight will spring to mind. The 
stories have become recognizable 
symbols of young women in the 
Holocaust. But they do not tell audi-
ences much about the lives of col-
lege-age students — especially not 
female ones — during that time. 

T h a n k f u l l y , d i r e c t o r M a r c 
Rothemund and the cast of Sophie 
Scholl: The Final Days have broad-
ened the subject a little for the 
public. A German film billed as a 
documentary—though it only fitsa 
very liberal sense of the term — lite 
Final Days tells the story of the title 
character's life-ending dedication to 
the Nazi resistance group the White 
Rose. The Him is heart wrenching, 
beautiful and definitely made for 
audiences more mature than those 
of Number the Stars. 

The Final Days tells a short and 
sad story in gory detail. It begins 
in winter 1943 with the members 
of the White Rose planning their 
next course of action: Sophie (The 
Edukators' Julia Jentsch) and her 
brother Hans (Gun Shy's Fabian 
Hinrichs) are both Protestant stu-
dents at the University of Munich, 
where they are to distribute flyers 
that publicize and decry the Nazis' 
death toll statistics. The strategy is 
daring, rash and ingenious — all 
the marks of a college student's 

The story 
intrigues as 
it expands 
awareness of 
a previously 
unsung heroine 
of HOLOCAUST 
resistance. 
political demonstration. 

The distribution takes place 
February 18,1943. Hans and Sophie 
get caught, arrested, interrogated, 
incarcerated and executed by 5 p.m. 
on February 22. They each tell care-
ful cover stories, which synchronize 
with each other's perfectly, and So-
phie even seems to form a respectful 
relationship with her interrogator 
Robert Mohr (77te Downfall's Ger-

United 93 opens emotional wounds, 
memorializes American heroes 

COURTESY ZEITGEIST FIMS 

Searcy Milam 
THRESHER STAFF 

With sub-par movies be ing 
released a dime a dozen, many 
moviegoers rely on the previews 
for the momentary suspense, the 
visual stimulation and the visceral 
excitement transmitted so much 
more quickly in trailers than in fea-
ture films. But United 93 screenings 
offer no previews. When viewers 
enter the somber theater, they will 
realize they are in for an unadul-
terated film experience in which 
frivolous previews — and the faint 
of hear t — have no place. 

'united 9 3 ' 

aid Alexander Held) that reveals a 
disturbingly humane side of Hitter's 
Gestapo. But Hans and Sophie's ef-
forts are to no avail. 

After the Scholls' arrest, a large 
portion of the film takes place in 
Mohr's office with Sophie in the hot 
seat. This affords Jentsch and Held 
a lengthy opportunity to interact 
closely and results in highly complex 
and fascinating character chemistry. 
Jentsch and Held build off each 
other, visible in their facial expres-
sions and inflections as Mohr tests 
Sophie's story to its limits. As the 
interrogation evolves into a philo-
sophical debate on human rights and 
ethics, the actors' portrayals become 
even more impressive. The duo's 
dramatic strength redoubles when 
viewers r emember this bizarre 
relationship is based in truth. 

The film 
is HEART 
WRENCHING, 
beautiful and 
definitely made 
for audiences 
more mature 
than those of 
Number the Stars. 

While the chemistry between 
Jentsch and Held certainly out-
matches any other relationship in 
The Final Days, Hinrichs and The 
Miracle of Bern's Johanna Gastdorf, 
who plays Sophie's cellmate Else 
Gebel, should not be discounted. 
Both seem to silently acknowl-
edge that their roles in the film 
are secondary, and they exude an 
intangible deference to Jentsch as 
her character struggles on screen. 
Else and Hans never appear to be 
flat charac ters — but Hinrichs 
and Gastdorf maneuver carefully 
around Jentsch 's limelight. 

In addition to the supporting 
cast's contribution. The Final Days' 
crew plays a key role in creating 
a convincing and tear-jerking nar-
rative. Composers Reinhold Heil 
and Johnny Klimek score the film 
with dramatic ins t rumenta l that 
add brilliant tension to the story 
without overpowering its dialogue. 
And cinematographer Martin l i nge r 
04 Handful of Grass) assembles a 
dynamic fusion of close-ups and pan-
oramas that combine perfectly with 
the film's color tones and lens filters, 
creating the impression of a two-hour 
series of vintage photographs. 

The Final Days epitomizes the 
idea of a documentary as an artful 
retelling of a true event, and the 
story intrigues as it expands aware-
ness of a previously unsung heroine 
of Holocaust resistance. Even after 
they have outgrown Number the 
Stars, audiences shouki be happy to 
add this narrative of Sophie Scholl 
to their understanding of women in 
the Holocaust. 

rating • • • • o f f i v e 

in theaters 

United flight 93 was one of four 
planes hijacked by Muslim terror-
ists on Sept. 11,2001. Destined for 
the Capitol building, it was the only 
plane that did not meet its mark. 
Directed by British f i lmmaker 
Paul Greengrass (The Bourne Su-
premacy), United 93 tells the story 
— based on accounts from victims' 
family members and the 9/11 Com-
mission Report — of what took 
place on that plane and within the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

Everyone knows the fateful end-
ing: United 93 crashed into a field in 
Pennsylvania and left no survivors. 
This film attempts to piece together 
the hijacking of the plane, the heroic 
ef forts made by passengers and the 
astounding logistical failures that 
took place on the ground. 

The film opens with the four 
terrorists bound for flight 93 pray-
ing together in a hotel room. The 
FBI identifies them as Ziad Jarrah 
(newcomer Khalid Abdalla), Saeed 

al-Ghamdi (Get the Picture's Lewis 
Al samar i ) , A h m e d al-Haznawi 
(Kasbah's O m a r Berdouni) and 
Ahmed al-Nami (newcomer Ja-
mie Harding). Jarrah is the team 
leader, it seems, as he takes over 
the cockpit after the four murder 
flight 93's pilots. 

The passengers remain anony-
mous, distinguishable only by physi-
cal differences: The heroic men who 
stage an attack on the terrorists 
include a businessman, an athlete 
and an ex-pilot They are ordinary 
people who proved themselves 
extraordinary that day. Although 
they saved no lives, they stood up 
for the right to live. Above all, the 
film celebrates that courage. 

Nine F.A.A. m e m b e r s and 
mil i tary pe r sonne l play them-
selves, which creates a fascinating 
intersection between fiction and 
reality. Perhaps these men did 
not t rust actors to portray them 
respectful ly and appropriately; 
perhaps they wanted to be a part 
of the project for closure or vin-
dication. Whatever the reason, 
they lend an authoritative tone 
to the film, embodied primar-
ily by Ben Sliney, the opera-
tions manager who was running 
the F.A.A. command center on 
September 11th. 

Sliney f inds himself at the 
cen te r of an u t ter b reakdown 
of communica t ions . Suddenly, 
it becomes painstakingly clear 
that our country has no internal 
s t r u c t u r e s in place to hand le 
an attack of 9 /11 ' s nature and 
magnitude. T h e r e is no effective 
liaison between the F.A.A. and 
the military: One body is made 
aware of the hijackings, but an-
other hears nothing for 10 or 15 
minutes. In such crises, minutes 
mean lives. United 93 is a harsh 

and much-deserved critique of 
the count ry ' s internal response 
to the crisis. 

After Greengrass opens with 
the tranquil scene of the terror-
ists praying, he moves into cool, 
quiet shots of the passengers in 
the waiting area. It is a typical 
scene made chilling only by the 
audience's knowledge of what is to 
come. On board, the takes quickly 
become very choppy. Greengrass 's 
rough editing and raspy, muddled 
dialogue create an effective docu-
mentary approach to the story. 

The camera movement within 
the c r a m p e d cabin cons t an t ly 
reminds audiences t h e r e is no 
way out. As passengers realize the 
terrorists ' t rue intentions, some 
display fear and others submission, 
panic or indignation. Unpolished 
angles and jerky camera move-
ments combine with the emotional 
turbulence to give viewers an out-
s tanding headache . T h e plane 
plummets, and Greengrass moves 
quickly f rom one praying pas-
senger to another. Nearing death, 
they turn to the calm and comfort 
of the Lord's Prayer, echoing the 
terrorists' prayer circle at the film's 
beginning. The screen goes black 
when the plane goes down. 

Does the film exploit the suffer-
ing of those on board? Yes. But it 
does so with a greater purpose in 
mind. The film begs the public not 
to forget 9/11. It honors the pas-
sengers on board, and it demands 
that the United States rectify the 1 

logistical frustrations that plagued 
that morning. After the closing 
credits, most viewers will want 
to take some time remember ing 
where they were when the planes 
struck the towers and the Penta-
gon — and experience anew what 
they felt then. 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
Fall 2006 - New Courses 

His t 134 2 0 T H C E N T U R Y C H I N E S E W O M E N 

H I S T O R Y F R E S H M A N S E M I N A R : C H I N E S E W O M E N IN T H E 2 0 T H C E N T U R Y 

A n n e C h a o , G r a d u a t e I n s t r u c t o r 

W r i t i n g s e m i n a r in h i s to ry w h i c h e x p l o r e s t h e v a r i o u s ro l e s o f C h i n e s e w o m e n as 

in te l lec tua ls , r evo lu t ionar ies , May Four th wr i te rs , m ig ran t w o r k e r s and pol i t ical ac t iv i s t s . 

L i m i t e d e n r o l l m e n t . 

M W F 1 1 :00 A M - 1 1 : 5 0 A M 

H i s t 135 A M E R I C A & T H E W O R L D 

H I S T O R Y F R E S H M A N S E M I N A R : A M E R I C A A N D T H E W O R L D 

A n n Z i k e r , G r a d u a t e I n s t r u c t o r 

Wr i t i ng s e m i n a r in history w h i c h o f f e r s an ove rv i ew of A m e r i c a n Fore ign pol icy and 

o v e r s e a s mi l i ta ry in t e rven t ions in the 20 th cen tu ry . Special e m p h a s i s will be p laced o n 

ri t ically app ra i s ing the na ture , a ims , and uses of A m e r i c a n power in the m o d e r n world. 

T o p i c s will inc lude U.S. po l i cy in Sou theas t Asia, the Middle East and Cent ra l A m e r i c a . 

L imi t ed e n r o l l m e n t . 

T T H 1 : 0 0 P M - 2 : 2 0 P M 

His t 2 6 5 A M E R I C A N R E V O L U T I O N 

N O R T H A M E R I C A IN T H E A G E O F R E V O L U T I O N . 1763-1789 

R e b e c c a G o e t z , A s s i s t a n t P r o f e s s o r 

An ove rv i ew o f the A m e r i c a n Revo lu t ion f r o m its beg inn ings as a co lonia l p ro tes t to its 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n in to a m o v e m e n t s eek ing i n d e p e n d e n c e f r o m Bri ta in . A l so e x a m i n e s 

d i f f e r e n c e s o v e r the m e a n i n g and legacy o f the Revo lu t ion in the new Repub l i c , wi th 

cons ide ra t ion of its s i gn i f i cance fo r the At lan t ic W o r l d as wel l . 

M W F 1 0 : 0 0 A M - 1 0 : 5 0 A M 

His t 3 2 5 M E X I C A N A M E R I C A N H I S T O R Y 

J o s e P a s t r a n o , C S C P o s t d o c t o r a l F e l l o w 

L e c t u r e c o u r s e will e x a m i n e M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n s in the con t ex t o f the i r every day l ives 

to recons t ruc t their wor ldv i ews , va lues , a n d hab i t s in o rder to e v a l u a t e the i r r e s p o n s e t o 

the c h a n g i n g e c o n o m i c , socia l , and po l i t i ca l r e l a t i ons d e t e r m i n e d by t h e e v o l u t i o n o f 

A m e r i c a n cap i t a l i sm. 

T T H 1 :00 P M - 2 : 2 0 P M 
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RICE 
See you in the fall! 

While you are away this summer, IT will be working hard for you 

New Network Storage and Email - IT will begin wiring the colleges 
for the new network this summer. The new network provides the 
opportunity for increased email quotas and personal file storage space. 

A place for your stuff! 
From email to essays, you will have a secure, electronic storage area. 

New Network "Clean Access" - IT is taking a big step towards substantially 
reducing the effect of viruses and worms on our network. To protect our 
computers and ultimately the network we all share, we are installing a new 
network admission system called "Clean Access." Computer systems will 
be added to this service as buildings are connected to the new network this 
summer. http://www. rice.edu/it/resources/security/ 

Cnmpus Portal - The campus portal will be available to in-coming 
freshmen this fall. The Rice student portal is still in its pilot stage and we 
welcome student input, http://my.rice.edu 

'•%s: 
jtpg-
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More space for 
your stuff! 

0 

OWL-Space - Check out the new online environment for course 
management, collaboration and personal workspace. Log in with your 
NetID this fall and access course documents, discuss your courses with 
your classmates, review your course syllabi, read class announcements 
and more. OWL-Space also offers personal storage space for your course 
files, papers, drawings, presentations, etc. http://owlspace.rice.edu 

( Student Discounts - Visit http://www.rice.edu/niarket/ for student 
1 discounts on computers, cell phones, iPods, and more. computers phone 

Help While You Are Away - Go to http://helpdesk.rice.edu/ox call us help,— 
at 713-348-HELP (4357). • » « ' Q e s k 

New to Rice? - Watch for a web announcement later this summer to start using your Rice 
email account with your NetID. http://www.rice.edu/it/new_students.html 

Future Announcements will be posted on: http://www.rice.edu/it/updates.shtml 

Information Technology 
Rice University 

http://www
http://my.rice.edu
http://owlspace.rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/niarket/
http://helpdesk.rice.edu/ox
http://www.rice.edu/it/new_students.html
http://www.rice.edu/it/updates.shtml
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Baseball clinches C-USA title with wins over Cougars 
by Matt McCabe 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The top-ranked baseball team clinched 
its 11th straight conference championship 
against Conference USA and city rival 
No. 16 University of Houston Sunday at 
Reckling Park. The Owls also won their 
sixth-straight Silver Glove, awarded annu-
ally to the winner of the Rice-UH baseball 
series since 1998. 

Despite being shut out for the first time 
this year by UH star pitcher Brad Lincoln, 
Rice (43-10, 19-2 C-USA) came back to 
win the final two games of the series. The 
seven inning 13-3 mercy-rule victory Sun-
day wrapped up the C-USA regular season 
title. Including the Owls 6-3 victory over 
LSU Tuesday, they have won 25 of their 
last 27 games. 

"We didn't let [Friday's loss] affect the 
whole weekend, so we were able to rebound 
from a great outing from Lincoln," assistant 
coach David Pierce said. 

The team received bad news Sunday 
when junior catcher Travis Reagan went 
down with a broken ankle from a freak 
accident. Reagan's injury is season-ending 
and will force sophomore Danny Lehmann 
and redshirt freshman Adam Zornes to do 
all the catching. Lehmann usually shares 
the starting job with Reagan. 

Following the final C-USA series of the 
year at Marshall (22-27, 6-15) Thursday 
through Saturday, Rice will return home for 
the C-USA Tournament. Rice has already 
clinched the number one seed, UH is the 
two seed and Tulane is the three seed. 

Despite having the conference cham-
pionship in hand, the Owls will play with 
a purpose at Marshall as they seek one of 
eight national seeds for the 64-team NCAA 
tournament. Most projections, including 
Baseball America's, have Rice tabbed for 

the top national seed, which would allow 
the Owls to not only host a first round 
regional but also a super-regional if they won 
the host regional. But the Owls must play 
well against the Thundering Herd, which 
is battling for the final spot in the confer-
ence tournament, -as only the top eight of 
the nine C-USA teams qualify. 

Pierce said the team should show up to 
play because of the national seed at stake. He 
said Rice should try to continue what it has 
done to position itself for a No. 1 seed, 

"What really benefits us is that we don't 
just do it with the long ball, we don't just 
do it with the small game and we don't just 
do it with pitching," Pierce said. "The nice 
thing about this team up to this point is 
that we've been able to respond in different 
areas of the game." 

Rice will open the conference tourna-
ment with the third of four first round games 
Wednesday, scheduled to begin at 4 p.m. 
The tournament has an eight-team double 
elimination format, and the championship 
game May 28 at 1 p.m. will air nationally 
on CSTV. 

In a rematch of the 2005 Baton Rouge 
regional, the Owls played Louisiana State 
University (33-20) at Zephyr Field Tuesday, 
winning their third straight over the Tigers 
6-3. Rice was behind early following a three-
run third inning by LSU against sophomore 
right-hander Will McDaniel. But in the 
seventh inning, sophomore centerfielder 
Tyler Henley tied the score with a deep 
drive over the right field wall for a three-run 
home run. Of Henley's six home runs, three 
have come at Zephyr Field — the other two 
were against Tulane. 

The game remained tied until the 
ninth inning when sophomore shortstop 
Brian Friday extended his hitting streak 
to a career-long 17 games with a single up 
the middle scoring sophomore outfielder 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Junior right-hander Craig Crow delivers a pitch in Rice's 13-3 mercy-rule victory over rival UH 
Sunday. With the win, the Owls won the Silver Glove Series for the sixth consecutive year 
and clinched the Conference USA regular season title. 

Derek Myers and Henley. Friday went on to 
score the Owls' sixth run on back-to-back 
wild pitches. 

Senior right-hander Bryce Cox made the 
6-3 lead stand after coming in for the eighth 
and ninth innings to relieve sophomore 
left-hander Bobby Bramhall, who pitched 
three scoreless innings in which he struck 
out three. Cox earned the win, his second 
of the season, striking out four in his two 

innings of work. Cox has vastly improved 
his control and could be an important factor 
in Rice's postseason run. 

"We made a little change in his arm slot 
and pretty much laid down the gauntlet 
with him," Pierce said. "He's increased the 
compactness of his delivery. I think you're 
going to see a different guy. He is going to 
show some consistency." 

See BASEBALL, page 26 

Injury-plagued 
Rice falls to Texas 

by Dylan Farmer 
THRESHER EDriDRlAL STAFF 

After falling 4-1 to the Univer-
sity of Tulsa in the champion-
ship match of the Conference 
USA tournament, the men's 
tennis team came back with a 
4-1 win over the University of 
Ixmisiana-Lafayette Saturday 
and seemed poised for a run 
deep into the postseason. How-
ever, for the third time in four 
years, the University of Texas 
ended those hopes, crushingthe 
Owls 4-0 in a weather-delayed 
match that spanned more than 
six hours in Austin Sunday. 

Despite playing without 28th-
ranked senior Robert Searle, 
who was suffering from a foot 
injury, the Owls dominated the 
match against Louisiana-Lafay-
ette. Senior Tony Haerle and 
junior Jason Mok started the 
scoring for the Owls, taking an 

84 victory at No. 3 doubles. The 
Ragin' Cajuns grabbed a 7-4 lead 
over junior Ben Harknett and 
freshman Christoph Muller at 
No. 2, but sophomores Ralph 
Knupfer and Filip Zivojinovic 
clinched the doubles point 
with an 8-4 victory at the first 
position. 

In singles, Rice was just as 
resilient, allowing Louisiana-
Lafayette only three set wins 
out of ten played. Zivojinovic 
provided the first singles vic-
tory at No. 4, cruising to a 6-3, 
6-4 win over Dusan Tabak. Mok 
followed at No. 6, easily handling 
Matt Turong 6-2,6-0. However, 
Amanjot Singh struck back for 
the Cajuns, defeating Harknett 
— who replaced the injured 
Searle—in straight sets at No. 1. 
With the score 3-1, Muller pulled 
out a tight 7-5,7-5 victory at No. 
5 to secure the dual match. 

See TENNIS, page 25 

Eggert ends 38-year career as trainer 
by Dylan Farmer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Assistant athletic director for 
medical services and head athletic 
trainer Allen Eggert (Will Rice '63) 
announced his retirement two weeks 
ago at Rice after being at Rice for 
38 years. 

At the recommendation of head 
football coach Todd Graham and 
through the approval of Athletic 
Director Bobby May (Will Rice '65), 
the athletic department hired Clint 
Haggard, former assistant football 
trainer at the University of Alabama, 
to replace Eggert Haggard gradu-
ated from the University of Georgia 
in 2002 with a bachelor's degree in 
s()ort science and received a master's 
degree in health sciences from Ala-
bama in 2003. 

" [ Eggert ] had a signif icant impact 
on all the athletes' lives," assistant 
athletic trainer Jimmy Roton said. 
"For some people he was a father 
figure, for others he was a brother 
or an uncle, but for most he was a 
friend. He was the biggest fan of Rice 
students and the biggest defender of 
Rice athletes." 

Only the second head aUiletic 

trainer in Rice history, Eggert trans-
ferred to Rice from Kilgore Junior 
College after then-trainer Eddie 
Wojecki offered him a scholarship 
for athletic training. After graduat-
ing, he took a job as athletic trainer 
at San Diego's California Western 
University. But he returned to Rice 
in 1968 when Wojecki's death left the 
head athletic trainer position open. 
In 1997, he accepted the position of 
assistant athletic director for sports 
medicine, narrowing his duties to the 
football team. 

'He was the biggest 
fan of Rice students 
and the biggest 
defender of Rice 
athletes.' 

— Jimmy Roton 
.Assistant athletic trainer 

Eggert served under 9 athletic 
directors, as well as 11 football coach-
es — beginning with Jess Neely as 

an undergraduate and finishing with 
Ken Hatfield last season. Despite the 
upsand downsofRice athleticsduring 
Eggert's tenure, his work in athletic 
training brought him national recog-
nition, and in 1989 he was inducted 
into the Southwest Athletic Trainers 
Association Hall of Fame. 

"You had a respect for Allen 
because he took care of the play-
ers," Athletics Executive Associate 
Barbara Tolar said. "He's brought a 
lot to athletic training, and I think that 
you 11 find he's well-respected for his 
abilities around the country, and not 
just in Texas." 

Eggert's retirement comes amid 
a series of departures in the athletic 
department—Graham replaced Hat-
field in January, and May announced 
his retirement a month ago. Eggert 
said he hopes the training office con-
tinues to provide similar care. 

"We've been able to give our 
athletes health care that's second to 
none," he said. "I've often felt that the 
real measure of sports medicine is not 
what you can accomplish when an 
athlete is 19,20,21 years old — what 
counts is what happens to him when 
he's my age, and I hope they just 
continue that tradition " 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN S P O R T S 

Wednesday 5 /24 4 p.m. Baseball at Conference USA Tournament (Reckling Park) 
Tickets will be free for Rice students with valid student ID 

Thursday 5 /25 all day Baseball at Conference USA Tournament (Reckling Park) 

Friday 5 /26 3 /6 .30 p.m. Baseball at Conference USA Tournament (Reckling Park) 
all day Men's and Women's Track at NCAA Regional (Austin) 

Saturday 5 /27 TBA Baseball at Conference USA Tournament (Reckling Park) 
all day Men's and Women's Track at NCAA Regional (Austin) 

Sunday 5 /28 TBA Baseball at Conference USA Tournament (Reckling Park) 

BY THE NUMBERS 
The baseball team has won 

11 
consecutive conference championships dating back to the Southwest 
Conference championship in 1996. Rice won all nine Western Athletic 
Conference titles from 1997-2005 and clinched the Conference USA 
regular season championship with a 13-3 win over UH Sunday. 
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Robinson sets new record in discus 
Miners sneak past Owls to take second place at C-USA title meet 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The women's track and field 
team knew it would be in for a chal-
lenge at the Conference USA Out-
door Championships last weekend 
in El Paso, but par t of the challenge 
came from an unexpected team. 
Rice led for the first two day s of com-
petition but finished in third place 

with 108.5 po'mts, just 0.5 points 
behind surprise second-place fin-
isher University of Texas-El Paso. 
The University of Houston won its 
fifth C-USA title in seven years by 
scoring 125 points. 

Heading into the final event of 
the meet, the 4x400 meter relay, 
the Owls only needed to finish fifth 
or higher to secure second place. 
However, a disappointing eighth-

F A L L 2 0 0 6 C O U R S E 

• . • , ' r : & 

writing for 
print media 
HUMA 250 
Introduction to news gathering 

& writing, including in-depth reporting 
assignments, critiques and discussions 

of the role of decision-making 
in shaping the news 

Monday/Wednesday, 7 - 8:30 pm 

place finish left the door open for 
the Miners, generally thought to 
be one of the weakest teams in 
the conference, to sneak through. 

"I expected us to be first or 
second, but half a point — you 
can't really do anything about that, 
sophomore Marissa Daniels said. 
"I think everybody tried as hard as 
they could." 

The end of the meet overshad-
owed a good weekend for Rice. 
Senior Krystal Robinson broke 
her school record in the discus, 
throwing a first-place 183 feet, 6 
inches. She is one of several Owls 
who will head to Austin in two 
weeks to take part in the NCAA 
Midwest Regional Championships. 
Robinson's performance at C-USA 
is the third-best in the region, and 
she should easily earn one of the 
automatic spots in the NCAA Cham-
pionships next month. 

Head coach Jim Bevan said Rob-
inson, who set the school record 
last April en route to a victory at 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Championships, is far ahead of her 
opponents. 

"[Robinson] really didn't have 
anyone to compete against," Bevan 
said. "She steps in the ring and 
keeps bettering herself. ... She's 
an awesome competitor." 

Robinson finished 30 feet, 5 
inches ahead of second-place Sivan 
Aballiofthe University of Memphis, 
marking the third consecutive meet 
she has won by at least 20 feet. 
Robinson said she did not anticipate 
an easy win. 

"I don't think you can go out 
there thinking you're just going 
to kill everybody," Robinson said. 
"Since the last meet, I hit my goal, 
and 1 think it was just a little easier 
to go out there and further that." 

Operations Assistants/ 
Facility Managers 
Needed for b o t h S u m m e r and Fall ion6. 

Stop by the Operat ions Desk in the Rec 

Center for an application, or contact 

Deirdre Joseph at deedeejo@rice.edu tor 

more information. 

Fitness 

Rice Fitness Programs is looking for Group 

Fitness Instructors in all areas. 

** If interested or if you have quest ions, 

please e-mail Heather T h o m p s o n , Assistant 

Director for f i t n e s s , at heathert@rice.edu 

for more information, 

t www.r i ce . edu / f i tne s s 

Outdoor Programs 
ROPE (Rice Outdoor Programs and 

Education) is looking tor Fall Outdoor Trip 

Leaders. 

Please e-mail Liz Llarwood, Assistant 

Director for Aquatic and Outdoor Programs, 

at harwood@rice .edu for more information. 

+ www.r ice . edu /rope 

RICE 
RECREATION 
CENTER 

i I 

IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

Sophomore Callie Wells runs In the 1,500 meters at the Rice Twilight 
Meet April 29. Wells won the 1,500 at the C-U34 Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships last weekend and is one of eight Owls who will compete In 
the NCAA Midwest Regional Championships May 26-27. 

Another area of success for 
the Owls was the distance races. 
Daniels won the 5,000 meters with 
a time of 17 minutes, 9.48 seconds. 
She had earlier placed second in the 
10,(XX) meters, the event she will 
run at the regional meet, by run-
ning a 30:07.01. Sophomore Callie 
Wells won the 1,500 by just 1.22 
seconds, and sophomore Lennie 
Waite placed fifth in the event. 

Bevan said he thinks Wells, who 
currently holds the fastest 1,500 time 

r 

)U. 
V s T • 

in C-USA and the ninth-fastest in the 
Midwest Region, has become a domi-
nant middle-distance runner. 

"She's controlled the last two 
conference championships, indoor 
and outdoor," Bevan said. "People 
are looking to her to see what she's 
going to do, and so the race is 
dictated [by whether or not) she's 
going to set a pace or not." 

Junior Kate Gorry turned in 
the best performance among the 

See C-tlSA. page 27 

Intramural Sports 
Intramural Sports Officials 

No experience necessary. Y o u will be trained 

through the Intramural Sports Off ice . Off i -

cials are responsible for sport off ic iat ing and 

game management . 

Intramural Sports Office Assistant 

Off ice assistant's duties include the day-to-

day support of the intramural sports program 

through an array of tasks. Knowledge of web 

browsers and w e b page design is desirable. 

Please contact Evan Stein, Assistant 

Director for Intramural Sports, at 

es te in@rice .edu, or call at (713) 348-2739. 

i www.r ice .edu/ intramuralsports 

„.,.. 

Aquatics 
Lifeguards and S w i m Lesson Instructors are 

needed for S u m m e r and Fall 2006, especial ly 

for th e summer. Re-certification may be 

arranged; summer hous ing available. 

** Please e -mai l Liz Harwood, Ass is tant 

Director for Aquatic and Outdoor Programs, 

at harwood@rice .edu for more informat ion. 

1 www.r i ce . edu /aquat i c s 

mailto:deedeejo@rice.edu
mailto:heathert@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/fitness
mailto:harwood@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/rope
mailto:estein@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/intramuralsports
mailto:harwood@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/aquatics
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Wright ties high jump record, Owls finish a distant third at C-USA 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER EDfTORIAl. STAFF 

Despite a host of top-three finish-
es, personal-best times and a school-
record performance, the men's track 
and field team finished a distant third 
place at the Conference USAOutdoor 
Track and Field Championships May 
11-13 in El Paso. 

Sophomore Omar Wright tied a 
Rice record in the high jump, and 
senior Ryan Walsh automatically 
qualified for the NCAA Champion-
ships in the decathlon by winning 
the event. 

The University ofTexas-El Paso 
won the meet, dominating in both 
the sprints and the jumps to score 
225 points and top the University 
of Houston's 218.5 points. Rice 
was the only other team to score 
more than 100 points, finishing 
with 104.5. Head coach Jon Warren 
Oones '88) said many Owls had a 
successful meet. 

"We felt that if we had a decent 
meet we would be third place," 
Warren said. "If we can put some 
things together with some more 
bodies, we'll have a shot to win in 
the future, but as far as the people 
that were there this weekend, we 
had a phenomenal meet." 

Junior Pablo Solares won the 
1,500 meters, setting a new con-
ference record with a time of 3 
minutes, 44.3 seconds. Solares also 
raced a third-place 1:50.4 in the 800 
and ran the anchor leg of the 4x400 

relay team, which placed fourth 
with a time of 3:14.30. 

Sophomore Charles Hampton 
placed third in the 3,000 steeple-
chase, fourth in the 10,000 and 
sixth in the 5,000. Sophomore Tyler 
Whitham ran a personal-best 14.40 
in the 110 hurdles to finish third 
and cleared a personal-best 16 feet, 
0.75 inches to finish second in the 
pole vault. Whitham finished two 
spots ahead of freshman Curtis 
Porter, who came out of nowhere 
to vault 15-1. 

The Owls' best performances 
were in the jumping events. Senior 
Jason Powell finished second in 
the triple jump, posting a wind-
aided mark of 53-0.25, currently 
the seventh-best outdoor mark in 
the country. Junior Devon Fanfair 
finished one spot behind Powell, 
leaping51-0.75. Fanfair also jumped 
23-4 in the long jump to place sixth. 
The most noteworthy performance 
in the jumps, however, came from 
Wright, who cleared 7-2.25 to finish 
second in the high jump and tie 
the Rice record set by Chad Kopp 
(Brown '96) in 1995. 

Wright is one of five Owls 
who will compete in the NCAA 
Midwes t Regional Champion-
ships in Austin May 26. This 
will be Wright 's second trip to 
the regional meet. Last season, 
he surprisingly qualified at the 
Dogwood Invitat ional in late 
April af ter missing the ent ire 
year with an ankle injury. This 

season, Wright is one of the fa-
vorites to advance to the NCAA 
Championships in June. His high 
jump at C-USA is currently the 
seventh-best mark in the region. 
Wright said he has a much more 
competitive outlook heading into 
regionals this year. 

"Hopefully, I'll make top-five or 
at least top-eight in a worst-case 
scenario, but I would say that I'm 
definitely a lot more confident 
because I'm jumping a lot higher," 
Wright said. "Last year, I was on 
really short notice. I had only done 
three competitions, and I was just 
thinking, 'I want to do my best. 'This 
year... I'm going there to compete 
and to win." 

One Rice athlete who will not have 
to worry about the regional meet is 
Walsh, who automatically qualified 
for nationals by scoring 7,196 points 
in the decathlon. Walsh, who also won 
the heptathlon at the C-USA Indoor 
Championships, set personal bests 
in five events en route to a 241-point 
victory over second-place Jarrett 
Flax of UH. 

Walsh's total score was also a 
personal best, 419 points better 
than the 6,777 he scored to win 
the Western Athletic Conference 
outdoor title last year. With his 
collegiate career coming to a close, 
Walsh said he approached the 
C-USA meet with a greater sense 
of urgency. 

"I really did feel different be-
cause, since this was the last meet, 

I felt like I couldn't leave anything 
on the track," Walsh said. "Going 
into the 100,1 just knew it was my 
last time to do everything ... so 
I gave it that much more effort 
The funny thing is now I have one 
more meet" 

As a team, Rice could not have 
expected to score much higher 
than it did. As with the indoor 
season, the Owls did not have the 
depth or the individual talent to 
match up with UTEP and UH, two 
teams expected to compete for the 
NCAA team title thisyear. Because 
of less strict recruiting standards, 
the Miners generally seek older 
foreign transfers, like Mickael 
Hanany, who received the High 
Point award at the C-USA meet 
by winning the high jump, long 

jump and triple jump. The Cougars 
also have a built-in advantage with 
their large roster. UH can usually 
enter far more athletes in any given 
event than other schools, and this 
allows them to accumulate a lot 
of points without a lot of strong 
individual finishes. 

With these trends likely to 
continue, Warren said the Owls 
cannot use them as excuses if they 
want to compete for C-USA titles in 
the future. 

"We cannot overcome seven 
pole vau Iters, nor can we overcome 
the fact that we cannot recruit 
UTEPs kids," Warren said. "We 
just have some more limitations. As 
coaches, we have to do a better job 
of taking the kids that we have and 
making them more focused." 

TENNIS 
From page 23 

"Thiswasagood win," head coach 
Ron Smarr said. "Rob [Searle] didn't 
play, and Ralph [Knupfer] wasn't 100 
percent, so considering we won the 
match 4-1 the way we did, I was very 
pleased." 

Sunday's match against Texas 
started under cloudy skies, but before 
the match was delayed the first time 
by lightning, the Dmghorns took 
the doubles point Travis Helgeson 
and I>uis Barriga defeated Mok and 
Haerle 8-5 at No. 3, and before the 
29th-ranked duo of Callum Beale and 
Miguel Reyes Varela could complete 
their victory over Knupfer and Zivoji-
novic at No. 1 .Texas had already won 
the point with an 8-6 win at No. 2. 

"We had our chances in those 
doubles matches," Smarr said. "We 
just didn't play well to finish out the 
matches." 

Before last weekend, the Owls 
had only lost the doubles point five 
times the entire year, but only in 

one of those dual matches did the 
Owls come back to win. That record 
haunted them, as Texas swept 
three straight singles matches 
amid scattered rain delays to take 
the dual match 4-0. 35th-ranked 
Roger Gubser made quick work 
of 79th-ranked Knupfer at No. 2, 
allowing him just two game wins 
in a 6-2, 6-0 victory. Zivojinovic 
followed with a straight set loss at 
No. 4, and Mok fell 6-4, 6-1 at No. 
6. Although Harknett seemed to 
be making a comeback at the first 
position, when Texas clinched the 
win, the Owls had failed to win a 
single set. 

"Texas isa very legitimate number 
three team," Smarr said. 'They're a 
tough team to beat as it is, and even 
more so when we're not completely 
healthy." 

Rice, which at one point was 5-5, 
finished the season at 19-8. Although 
the team is done for the year, Searle 

and Haerle — ranked 18th — won a 
bid to the NCAAdoublestournament 
Smarr said Searle is planning to play 
barring any further injuries. 

Searle also received a bid to the 
singles tournament — his fourth 
straight—but he will decide whether 
to participate on May 23rd, the day 
the draw is released. 

TANNIC SP6 
- H O U S T O N ' S 

P & E M I E A E . T A N N I N E 

E V P E f t J E M C E l ! 
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Great Trucks, Great 
Service, Great Value! 

Local • One Way • Do-it-yourself Moves 

WF.'l.l. TAKE VOt WHERE YOl \ \ AN T TO <•<). | fHEMSKE | 

Truck Rents! 

• Low Rates 
• Full Line of Moving Accessories 
• Free Unlimited Mileage on One-Way Truck Rentals 
• Full Range of Clean, Fuel-Efficient Trucks 
• 24-hour Emergency Road Service 
• Automatic Transmission and Air Conditioning Available 

10% student discount with coupon below. 

Receive a 10% discount WITH THIS COUPON | 
on your next Local or One-Way Truck Rental. • 

Call 1 . (800) GO- PENSKEI 

1 0 | / w K S r f | 1 0 i 
DISCOUNT ^ | D I S C O U N T 

Truck Rantm/ ^ 
Affordable new cleen truckft at convenient rental locations 
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Sunboard XTT 
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BASEBALL 
From page 23 

After falling SO in game one of 
Glove Series and battling back 
to win game two 7-4, Rice was in 
position to claim another confer-
ence and Silver Glove title against 
UH Sunday. 

Sunday's game marked the 
return of sophomore left-hander 
Joe Savery to the starting pitch-
ing rotation. Savery pitched just 
2.2 innings, allowing six hits and 
three runs, but he made up for 
his shaky outing with a 3-4 day 
at the plate, which included a 
two-run home run and five runs 
batted in. 

Junior r ight -hander Craig 
Crow did what Savery was unable 
to — silence the Cougar bats. 
Crow, who had been the Sunday 
s t a r t e r in Savery 's absence , 
earned his sixth win of the season, 
pitching 4.1 scoreless innings and 
striking out four. 

Friday also had a big day Sun-
day with three hits and three RBI. 
Friday is the most improved play-
er on the team since last season. 
He has doubled his stolen base 
output from 7 to 14, improved his 
batting average from .256 to .382 
and improved his fielding percent-
age from .876 to .958. 

"The biggest thing that Brian 
dealt with was that he put so much 
pressure on himself coming in last 
year," Pierce said. "He knew he 
was a good player, and he wanted 
to prove to everyone that he was a 
good player.... [Now] he can accept 
that he's made an error and that's 
part of the game." 

'The nice thing about 
this team up to this 
point is that we've 
been able to respond 
to different areas of 
the game.' 

— David Pierce 
Assistant baseball coach 

In Saturday's 7-4 win over UH, 
sophomore right-hander Bobby 
Bel'i maintained his undefeated 
career record with a five-inning 
effort, giving up three runs on 
six hits. Sophomore left-hander 
Cole St.Clair allowed just one 

Citysearch 2005 Best Sports Bar & College Scene • Yahoo 2005 
Best Sports Bar • Houston Chronicle 2005 Best Sports Bar 

Join us for three Texas Hold 
Em' Tournaments every day 
in May and win a chance for 
a free trip to Las Vegas 

A 
BUFFALO W I L D W I N G t 
^ » GRILL & BAP * ^ 

Free WiFi Available! 
Bring your 

Study Group Here 

Bring in your Rice student ID and get 15% off your dine-in or 
take Out meal. Not valid on Tuesdays 

350 Wings on Tuesdays • 50c Legs on Wednesdays • 50* Boneless on 
Thursday • Logo Glass Wednesday get $2.50 Domestic refills 

2525 Rice Blvd • 713-521-1100 

run in the last four innings of the 
game to earn his team-leading 
ninth save. 

The top five hitters in the Owl 
order accounted for all the runs 
batted in. Henley was 2-4 with two 
RBI, senior second baseman Greg 
Buchanan knocked in one, Friday 
notched a hit and an RBI, junior 
third baseman Josh Rodriguez was 
2-3 with two RBI and Savery hit a 
solo home run. 

In the first game of the series 
Friday, the Cougars rode a com-
plete-game shutout from Lincoln. 
He outdueled previously unde-
feated senior right-hander Eddie 
Degerman, who went 8.2 innings. 
Degerman allowed three runs 
on four hits, struck out eight and 
walked three in the 3-0 loss. 

The loss marked the Owls' 
second in C-USA play after a 
streak of 17 straight conference 
wins dating back to March 25. 
Degerman's earned run average 
remains among the country ' s 
best at 1.36, second nationally 
among s tar ters who qualify for 
the ERA title. 

Rice secured its 12th consecu-
tive 40-win season with an 11-2 
win over Lamar (32-19) May 10. 
It was the Owls first game since 
returning from the finals break. 
Prior to the break, Rice swept 
Central Florida in Orlando, Fla. 
April 28-30. 

Savery earned C-USA hitter of 
the week honors for his perfor-
mances last week against UH and 
Lamar. He was 9-18 with two home 
runs and nine RBI. 

Savery and St .Clair were 
among the first 20 players invited 
to try out for the 2006 Team 
USA baseball squad. Savery and 
Rodriguez were members of the 
2005 team. 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 

#A2 

# A 3 

Large Cheese or 
l-topping pizza 

Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

58,30 Value Meals 

#B1 Large l-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discount?! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 

• € 2 0 0 4 Domino ' s Pizza LLC. Not valid with any o ther offer, alid at par t ic ipat ing 
s to re only. Pr ices may vary. C u s t o m e r pays sa les tax. Our dr ivers carry less 
t h a n $20 . Delivery a r ea limited to e n s u r e safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra . 

Women's tennis run ends 
in NCAA first-round match 

by Dylan Farmer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Three weeks after upset-
ting Southern Methodis t 
University for Rice's first 
women's tennis conference 
title, the 65th-ranked team 
ended its season with a loss 
to 16th-ranked Texas Christian 
University in the first round of 
NCAA regional play last Friday 
in Fort Worth. 

Senior Blair DiSesa is the 
only Owl slated to compete in 
the NCAA singles champion-
ships, which begin May 23 in 
Palo Alto, Calif. Her opponent 
will be named when the draw 
is released May 22. 

"This is something that I've 
worked toward for four years," 
DiSesa said. "And I'm glad I get 
to finish my career ... playing 
against the top players in the 
country. It really is a privilege 
to make it this far." 

DiSesa, ranked 78th nation-
ally, is the first Rice woman 
to compete in the national 
singles championships since 
Wendy Wood (Will Rice '86) 
made the singles champion-
ship in 1986. With three wins 
in the conference tournament, 
DiSesa improved her career 
record to 92-60, making her 
only the fifth Owl to net over 
90 career wins. 

Head coach Roger White 
said he believes DiSesa can 
get the three wins she needs to 
move into a tie for fourth place 
on Rice's all-time leaders list. 

"This is a well-deserved 
chance for Blair to show how 
good she is," White said. "The 
opportunity to compete at the 
team event was wonderful for 
her to gain experience, and she 
played tremendously against 
some top-ranked players, so I 
think she'll do well." 

Against TCU, the Owls fell 
into an early 1-0 hole after 
dropping the doubles point. 
Sophomores Tiffany Lee and 
Chiistiiu Dao lost 8-0 at No. 
3, but DiSesa and fellow senior 
Medeja Egic were up 4-3 at the 

top spot before the Horned 
Frogs clinched the point with 
an 8-1 win at No. 2. 

Rice did not improve in 
singles, as four of the six play-
ers lost their first sets. Helena 
Besovic continued the scoring 
for TCU, dropping Dao 6-1,6-2 
at No. 2, and teammate Gloriann 
Lopez followed with a straight 
set victory over freshman Emily 
Braid at No. 6, giving the Frogs 
a 3-0 match lead. 

Freshman Alanna Rodgers 
forced a tiebreak at 6-6 in her 
first set at No. 5, and DiSesa 
was only down 5-6 to 17th-
ranked Nicole Leimbach at 
the first position as the Owls 
aimed for a comeback, but 
Anna Cetnick swept Egic 6-1, 
6-0 at No. 4 to give TCU the 
4-0 team victory. 

Despite the unceremoni-
ous ending, DiSesa said the 
match was a good learning 
experience. 

"The experience was in-
valuable, especially for the 
freshmen," she said. "It was an 
amazing opportunity for them 
to have a year like this so early 
in their careers, and they'll 
use it to their full advantage 
next year." 

The loss gave the Owls a 
13-13 team record, marking 
the first time in six years 
Rice has notched consecutive 
non-losing seasons. This year 
was filled with ups and downs, 
which included a ten-loss road 
streak before the team took 
the Conference USA crown. 
This was the Owls' first NCAA 
team appearance since 1998, 
but White said he expects 
the team to return for another 
next year. 

"I think we have a solid shot 
[to make next year's tourna-
ment]," White said. "We've 
been building momentum for 
a few years — we've come 
from being unranked to being 
ranked as high as 29, and each 
year we've progressed fanner 
and farther into the conference 
tournament, so it's definitely 
something very attainable." 

^Mnvision 
th« r u t u ' « Through in fant* C /«» 

Rice University Infant Study 

Is your baby between 3 and 6 months of age? 
Science needs your baby! 

• Study on the development of visual attention 
• It's one visit to the lab for about 30 minutes 
• Visit scheduled at your convenience 
• You're with your baby at all times 
• Siblings welcome 
• Parking is on us 
•We pay $10 for your transportation 
• You'll get a free T-shirt (or book) to show the 
world your newborn scientist 

Contact us now! It's fun! 

713-348-4486 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~invision 

Our research is funded by a #runt from the S'ulUmaJ Institute of Child 
Health and Unman Development, and this research has been approved 
by the Rice I niversity Institutional Review Hoard for Human Subjects 

RICE 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~invision
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B Y T H E 

a p r i l 2 8 - m a y 1 6 

BASEBALL 

May 16. 2006 — Zephyr Field, Metairie, Louis. 

Mo* (43-10) LSU (33-20) 
Nam*(pos) ABR H Bl Name (pos) A B R H B I 
Henley cf 4 2 2 3 Sprowl If 3 1 1 1 
Buchanan 2b 5 0 1 0 Mayer l b 3 0 0 0 
Friday ss 5 1 1 2 Wise 2b 3 0 0 0 
Rodriguez 3b 4 0 0 0 Stewart rf 3 1 1 2 
Savery l b 4 0 1 0 Waguespck dh 4 0 0 0 
Dodson rf 
Zornes c 
Luna If 
Ford dh 

4 0 1 0 
4 0 1 0 
3 1 1 0 
2 0 1 0 

Myers pr-dh 1 2 1 0 
Totals 36 6 10 5 

Harris 3b 
Bogany cf 
Pontiff ph 
Hollander ss 
Lara c 
Totals 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 2 0 

31 3 4 3 

Scots by inning R H E 
Rice 000 000 303 — 6 10 0 
LSU 003 000 000 — 3 4 2 

E — Sprowl (1). Wise (5); DP — LSU 2; LOB — Rice 
9, LSU 6; 2B — Henley (15); 38 — Lara (1); HR 
— Henley (6), Stewart (22); HBP — Harris; SH 
— Dodson (7); SB — Henley (5). 

McDaniel 
Bramhall 
Cox W (2-1) 
LSU 
Cahill 
Coleman 
Wllhite 
Shaffer 
Dardar L (5-3) 

Attendance — 5,306 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
4 4 3 3 2 4 18 

0 1 3 10 
0 1 4 8 

3 0 
2 0 
IP H R ER BB SO BF 
3 1 
3 3 
0 2 
2 1 
1 3 

4 2 14 
0 2 11 
0 0 2 
0 1 8 
1 1 7 

HOUSTON 3 BICE 1 3 (7 INN.) 
May 14, 2006 — Reckling Park 

UH (35-19,18-6) 
Name (poa) ABR 
Stewart If 4 1 
Garcia 2b 3 1 
Weston rf 3 1 
Lincoln dh 3 0 
Kingsbury 3b 3 0 
Stirneman l b 3 0 
Tully cf 2 0 
Frrngtn ph-cf 1 0 

Logan c 3 0 
Cougot ss 3 0 
Ta.sls 28 3 

Rico (42-10,19-2) 
H Bl Nam* (poo) AB R H Bl 
0 0 Henley cf 
2 0 Buchanan 2b 
2 3 Friday ss 
1 0 Rodriguez 3b 
1 0 Savery (xlh 
1 0 Luna If 
0 0 Lenmann c 
1 0 Lembeck rf 
0 0 Dod'on ph-rf 
1 0 Reagan l b 
9 3 Totals 

1 3 2 
2 2 1 
3 3 3 
2 1 0 
1 3 5 
1 1 1 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
2 1 0 
O i l 

311.31513 

Scots by taming R H E 
Houston 201 000 0 — 3 9 0 
Rice 200 415 1 — 13 15 1 

E — Reagan (5); DP — UH 1; Rice 1; LOB — UH 
4; Rice 6; 2B — Garcia (10), Henley (14). Savery 
(17), Luna (11); 3B — Farrington (1), Buchanan 
(4); HR — Weston (14), Friday (3), Savery (6); HBP 
— Buchanan. Luna, Lehmann; SH — Reagan (6); 
SB — Kingsbu'y (14), Stirneman (6). 

Houston 
Flores L (5-3) 
Brown 
Laird 
Glos 
Rice 
Savery 
Crow W (6-1) 

Attendance — 4,817 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
3 8 6 6 0 1 17 

5 1 1 13 
1 1 0 4 
1 1 0 4 

>PN R ER BBSO BF 
2 .26 3 3 0 1 12 
4.1 3 0 0 0 4 16 

2 1 4 
2 1 
.1 2 

HOUSTON 4 RICE 7 
May 13, 2006 — Reckling Park 

UH (35-18,18-5) 
Nam* (pos) ABR 
Stewart cf 4 0 
Garcia 2b 4 1 
Lincoln dh 3 1 
Weston rf 4 1 
Farrington pr 0 1 

Kingsbury 3b 4 0 
Stirneman l b 4 0 
Floras If 
Tully pr 

Logan c 
Cougot ss 
Pounds ph 

Totals 

4 0 
0 0 
4 0 
2 0 
1 0 

344 

Rlcs (4110,18-2) 
H Bl Nam* (pos) AB R H Bl 
1 0 Henley cf 
2 0 Buchanan 2b 
1 0 Friday ss 
2 3 Rodriguez 3b 
0 0 Savery l b 
1 0 Zornes dh 
0 0 Myers pr-dh 
2 1 Ford ph 
0 0 Lembeck pr rf 1 
0 0 Luna If 4 
0 0 Lehmann c 3 
0 0 Dodson rf-lf 2 

1 2 2 
1 0 1 
1 1 1 
0 2 2 
1 2 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 2 0 
1 0 0 

9 4 Totals 31 7 107 

Houston 
Hargrove L (7-5) 
Hancock 
Boone 
Rlcs 
Bell W (7-0) 
St.Clalr S (9) 

Attendance — 4,126 

IP H 
3.2 5 
3.1 2 
1 3 
IP H 
5 6 
4 3 

ER BBSO BF 
4 4 3 21 
2 1 5 15 
1 0 0 6 

ER BBSO BF 
3 0 1 20 
1 2 3 16 

HOUSTON 4 RICE 7 
May 13. 2006 — Reckling Park 

UH (35-17,1B-4) 
Nam* (pos) ABR 
Stewart If 3 0 
Garcia 2b 4 1 
Lincoln p 3 0 
Weston rf 3 2 
Farrington rf 0 0 

Kingsbury 3b 3 0 
Stirneman l b 4 0 
Floras c 3 0 
Tully cf 2 0 
Cougot ss 3 0 
Cougot ss 2 0 

0 0 Henley cf 
1 0 Buchanan 2b 
0 0 Friday ss 
2 2 Rodriguez 3b 
0 0 Savery l b 
0 0 Zornes dh 
1 1 Myers pr-dh 
0 0 Dodson rf 
0 0 Luna If 
0 0 Reagan c 
0 0 Ford ph 

Pounds ph 1 0 0 0 U h m m n c 
34 4 0 4 

0 0 0 0 
32 0 5 0 

Soom by hmtng R N B 
Houston 010 002 000 — 3 4 1 
Rice 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 — 0 5 0 

E — Kingsbury (12); DP — Rice 1; LOB — UH 4; 
Rice 7; 2B — Henley (12); 3B — Stirneman (3); HR 
— Weston (12); HBP — Lincoln; SH — Kingsbury 
(4). Tully (6). 

IP H R ER BBSO BF 
Lincoln W (11-1) 9 5 0 0 2 9 34 
Mo* IP H R ER B8S0 BF 
Degerman L (9-1) 8.2 4 3 3 3 8 33 
Cox .1 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Attendance — 4,793 

P H I m M M M 
Crow 
St.Clair W (5-2) 
OCT 
Bordwloe 
Brooks 

Petracca L (21) 

Attendance — 643 

RICE 2 UCF 1 

7 .14 
1.2 0 
IP H 

6.2 5 
.1 0 
2 3 

3 4 3 30 
0 0 3 5 
CR M M BF 
1 2 5 27 

WOMEN S TRACK MEN'S TRACK 

CONFERENCE USA OUTDOOR CONFERENCE USA OUTDOOR ^ 

May 1113.2006 — Kidd Field. El Paso. Texas May 11-13, 2006 — Kick) Field. El Paso. Texas 

April 29,2006 — Jay Bergman Field, Orlando, Fta. 

Scot* by Inning It H E 
Rice 000 000 200 — 2 1 1 1 
UCF 000 000 010 — 1 7 0 

L A M A R 2 I M C E 1 1 
May 10, 2006 — Reckling Park 

Attendance — 818 

RICE 2 UCF Q 

i (12 
1. Houston 
2. fexas-EI Paso 
3. Rks* 
4. Southern Miss 
T5. Alabama-Birmingham 
T5. Tulsa 
7. Southern Methodist 
8. Memphis 
9. Central Florida 
10. Tuiane 

125 
109 

85 
74 
74 
61 
46 
45.5 
38 

T*s«n w a i t s ( • 1 
1. Texas-El Paso 
2. Houston 
3. Nos 
4. East Carolina 
5. Memphis 
6. Tulsa 

•» 
222 
218.5 

75 
73 
57 

The** boxacors* broutf* to you by: 
The road to Omaha 
This is over my head but underneath my feet 

r (31-19) 
Nam*(poa) ABR 
Kanaby If 3 0 
Haney3b 4 0 
DeLome rf 4 0 
Hernandez l b 4 0 
Henderson dh3 0 
Ebarb c 4 0 
Lambeth cf 4 1 
Baker 2b 3 1 
Crawford ss 2 0 

Rlc* (40-9) 
H Bl Nam* (poa) 
0 1 Friday ss 
1 1 Buchanan 2b 
4 0 Savery lb-p 
0 0 Rodriguez 3b 
0 0 Dodson rf-lf 

AB R HBI 
2 1 0 
1 2 4 
1 3 3 
0 3 1 
0 0 0 

April 28, 2006 — Jay Bergman Field, Orlando, Fla. 

Scot* by Inning R H E 
Rice 000 000 002 — 2 8 0 
UCF 000 000 000 — 0 4 1 

Attendance — 1,018 

0 0 Sperring ph-lf 1 0 0 0 

Totals 

2 0 Zornes dh 
2 0 Myers pr-dh 
0 0 Reagan l b 

Luna If 
Lembeck rf 

Lehmann c 
Henley cf 

31 2 9 2 Totals 

1 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 1 
3 4 1 

MEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 0 TEXAS 4 
May 14, 2006 — Penick-Allison Tennis Center 
Austin. Texas 
NCAA tournament second round 

Scot* by Inning 
Lamar 000 020 000 
Rice 101 201 60X 

R H E 
2 9 2 
11 16 0 

E — DeLome (1), Crawford (18); DP — Lamar 1; 
Rice 2; LOB — Lamar 5; Rice 11; 2B — DeLome 
(14), Friday (19), Rodriguez (15), Henley (11); 3B 
— Savery (1); HBP — Zornes, Luna, Henley; SH 
— Friday 2 (6), Buchanan (8), Luna (3); SF—Kanaby 
(2); SB — Lambeth (9), Baker (2); CS — Haney 
(3), Baker (2). 

DeLage L (9-3) 
Meyer 
Macfarland 
Gordon 
Piatt 
Harrington 
Rlc* 
McDaniel W (6-1) 
Bramhall 
Crow 
Savery 

Attendance — 3.030 

RICE 6 UCF 3 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
4.2 8 4 4 2 3 25 

1 0 0 3 
0 1 1 4 
3 0 0 4 
2 1 0 2 
1 0 3 8 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
5 .16 2 2 2 6 22 

0 0 3 6 
0 0 1 3 
0 0 3 3 

.2 1 

.2 1 

.1 2 
0 1 

1.2 3 

1. Beale/Varela (UT) vs. Knupfer/Zivpjinovic (RU) 
6-3, DNF 
2. Chodkiewicz/Gubser (UT) d. Harknett/Muller 
(RU)&6 

3. Helgeson/Barriga (UT) d. Mok/Haerie (RU) 8-5 

Single* 

1. Helgeson (UT) vs. Harknett (RU) 6-4,1-3, DNF 
2. Gubser (UT) d. Knupfer (RU) 6-2, 6 0 
3. Beale (UT) d. Haerle (RU) 6-2, 4-2, DNF 
4. Mihailovic (UT) d. Zivojinovic (RU) 6-1, 6-3 
5. Varala (UT) d. Muller (RU) 7-6 DNF 
6. Venus (UT) d. Mok (RU) &4, 6-1 

U LA.-LAFAYETTE 1 RICE 4 
May 12, 2006 — Penick-Allison Tennis Center 
Austin, Texas 
NCAA tournament first round 

1.2 2 
1 1 
1 0 

April 30, 2006 — Jay Bergman Field. Orlando, Fla. 

Rlc* (39-9,17-1) 
Nam* (pos) ABR 
Henley cf 4 0 
Buchanan 2b 5 1 
Friday ss 4 2 
Rodriguez 3b 4 0 
Savery l b 3 0 
Dodson rf 
Lehmann c 
Myers pr 
Reagan c 

Luna If 
Ford dh 
Lmbck pr-dh 0 1 

Totals 33 6 

3 0 
3 1 
0 0 
1 0 
3 1 
3 0 

UCF (22-24, 
H Bl Nam* (pos) 
0 0 Ray 2b-3b 
1 0 Auercf 
2 2 Horwath dh 
1 1 Bono c 
0 0 Vazquez l b 
1 1 DiNatale rf 
0 0 Williams If 
0 0 Stropp 3b 
0 0 Kash 2b 
2 2 Kallstrom ss 
1 0 
0 0 
8 6 Totals 

5-10) 
AB R H Bl 
3 0 0 0 

1 2 1 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 0 0 
1 2 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

1. Knupfer/Zivojinovic (RU) d. Singh/Tabak (ULL) 8-4 
2. Ley/Ellison (ULL) vs. Harknett/Muller (ULL) 7-4, 
DNF 
3. Mok/Haerle (RU) d. Domoney/Corduneanu 
(ULL) 8-4 

Singles 
1. Singh (ULL) d. Harknett (RU) 7-5, &2 
2. Knupfer (RU) vs. Corduneanu (ULL) 7-6, 0-1, 
DNF 
3. Ley (ULL) vs. Haerle (RU) 6-3, 5-5, DNF 
4. Zivojinovic (RU) d. Tabak (ULL) 6-3, 6-4 
5. Muller (RU) d. Ellison (ULL) 7-5, 7-5 
6. Mok (RU) d. Turong (ULL) 6-2, &0 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

C-USA 
From page 24 

distance runners. She won 
the 3,000 steeplechase and 
finished second in the 5,000. 
Gorry's steeplechase victory 
was remarkable considering 
she had never run the event 
before. Bevan elected to enter 
Gorry because senior Sarah 
Yoder, the conference's top 
performer in the steeplechase, 
was at graduation. 

"[Gorry] ran a smart race," 
Bevan said. "She laid off the 
pace for two or three laps and 
then she moved up, took the 
lead and actually got stronger 
and did better over the bar-
riers and the water jump in 
the second half of the race. 
To do that at altitude is quite 
an accomplishment the first 
time out." 

Rice was relatively quiet 
in the sprints. Sophomore 
Desarie Walwyn, the only Owl 
to compete in any of the sprints, 
finished seventh in the 100 
and sixth in the 200. Walwyn 
will compete in the 100 at the 
regional meet. 

"In the prelims, I'll do my 

best to make it to the finals, 
and in the finals hopefully 111 
do well enough to make it to 
nationals," Walwyn said. 

Injuries partly contributed 
to the Owls' finish. Sophomore 
Chandra Ewing, a runner on 
the 4x100 and 4x400 meter 
relay teams — and Rice's best 
chance to score in the 400 
hurdles — suffered a stress 
fracture just before the con-
ference meet and could not 
participate. Red shirt fresh man 
Andrea Jackson, the Owls' lone 
entry in the heptathlon, was 
forced to drop out of the meet 
with her own stress fracture. 

Those two injuries could 
have been the difference be-
tween a championship and a 
third-place finish, but Bevan 
said those injuries could have 
been overcome. 

"We weren't really 100 per-
cent," Bevan said. "[Ewing and 
Jackson] were two big injuries. 
We were missing some points, 
but that's not to say other teams 
weren't missing some points. 
That's part of the season." 

28 3 4 3 

Score by Inning R M E 
Rice 000 020 013 — 6 8 0 
UCF 000 111 000 — 3 4 2 

E — Vazquez (6). Stropp (1); LOB — Rice 8, UCF 
5; 2B — Friday (18), Williams (6); HR — Luna (11); 
HBP — Henley; SH — Savery (1). Lembeck (4), Bono 
(6), Vazquez (2), Stropp (3); SF — Dodson (3); SB 
— Friday (13); CS — Myers (2). 

RICE 0 TEXAS CHRISTIAN 4 
May 12, 2006 — Friedman Tennis Center 
Fort Worth, Texas 
NCAA tournament first round 

Doubles 
1. DiSesa/Egic (RU) vs. Besovic/Cetnik (TCU) 4-3 
DNF 
2. Morgado/Sydorska (TCU) d. Patenaude/Rodgers 
(RU) 8-1 

3. Leimbach/Nichols (TCU) d. Lee/Dao (RU) 8-0 

Singles 

1. DiSesa (RU) vs. Leimbach (TCU) 56. DNF 
2. Besovic (TCU) d. Dao (RU) 6-1, 6-2 
3. Sydorska (TCU) vs. Lee (RU) 6-0, 3-4 DNF 
4. Cetnik (TCU) d. Egic (RU) 6-1. 6 0 
5. Rodgers (RU) vs. Nichols (TCU) 6-6, DNF 
6. Lopez (TCU) d. Braid (RU) 6-1,6-1 

Alcohol and Drug State 
Certified Awareness Classes 

MIR * DWI * Tobacco Awareness • Drug Offender 

2 8 1 . 2 0 0 . 9 1 1 3 

303 Jackson Hill Street 
Houston, Texas 77007 

"t-eCDunciL/ 
alcohol drugs 

Score by Inning R H E 
Houston 300 000 001 — 4 9 2 
Rice 130 010 02X — 7 10 1 

E — Logan (1), Cougot (16). Rodriguez (9); DP 
— UH 1; Rice 2; LOB — UH 5; Rice 11; 2B — Gar 
cia (9), Henley (13), Rodnguez (16); 3B — Friday 
(3); HR — Weston (13). Savery (5); HBP — Friday, 
Rodriguez, Zornes; SF — Buchanan (4), Rodriguez 
(6); SB — Friday (14), Rodriguez (9), Lembeck (5). 

Rlcs (40-10.17-2) 
HBI Nam* (pos) A B R H B I 

0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 00 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

M a y 2 4 - 2 8 , 2 0 0 6 H H o u s t o n , T X 

H o s t e d b y R i c e 

F R E E A D M I S S I O N F O R 

R I C E U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T S 

A L L R i c e s t u d e n t s ( u n d e r g r a d u a t e a n d g r a d u a t e ) w i l l b e a d m i t t e d t r e e t o 

t h e 2 0 0 6 C o n f e r e n c e U S A B a s e b a l l T o u r n a m e n t w i t h t h e i r v a l i d R i c e I D . 

T h e t o u r n a m e n t w i l l t a k e p l a c e M a y 2 4 t h - 2 8 t h a t R e c k l i n g P a r k . C o m e o u t 

a n d c h e e r t h e t o p r a n k e d R i c e O w l s B a s e b a l l T e a m t o v i c t o r y 

Y o u r l o y a l s u p p o r t i s g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d b y t h e p l a y e r s a n d c o a c h e s . W e 

h o p e t o s e e y o u o u t a t R e c k l i n g P a r k ! ! ! F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n p l e a s e c a l l 

7 1 3 - 5 2 2 - O W L S . 
I l l l n i i i i i n i i i i n i i i • : i t < > » M t ^ . T T T T T T " T i T 
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Faculty Senate approves Miners 
Students begin work in newly reopened gold mines 

In a unanimous vote, the Faculty 
Senate decided to approve miners 
and reopen Rice's long abandoned 
mines, which once served as a 
source of income for the Rice Insti-
tute. However, now the mines will 
be used by students searching for 
gold to make gilded diplomas. 

Many students have seen their 
classes and social scene deteriorate 
as they spend increasing amounts 
of time in the mines. 

"Sure, it doesn't really mean any-
thing," Baker College sophomore 
and miner candidate Julie said. "But 
I want my diploma to be all pretty 
and gilded. It makes me feel good 
about myself." 

This seems to continue an un-
explainable obsession that some 
Rice s tuden t s have with thei r 
diplomas. 

Most notably, former Wiess 
College president Jack Hardcastle 
loves his diploma so much that he 
has spent the last three weeks in the 
Rice mines so that he could cover his 
diploma entirely with gold. 

Some students claim that they 
mine for gold because they love 

to mine, rather than to gild their 
diplomas. But students' previous 
lack of interest in mining in the 
mine areas hints otherwise. 

The faculty's reopening of the 
mines and the students' adoption of 
the miner life has left many experts 
bewildered. 

"I don't understand the change," 
Dr. Brock Takeshi said. "Rice shut 
down the mines because it wanted 
to shift to major industries, like 
biotech. Resorting to miners is just 
trite and silly." 

However , P r e s i d e n t David 
Leebron has embraced the new 
change. 

"I think reopening the mines 
was a grea t idea," Leebron said 
while playing with his 24K gold 
model of Harvard Square. "And 
the s tudents just love be ing min-
ers . Now if you'll excuse me, I 
have to be some un informed, 
d r u n k guy ' s scapegoat for any-
th ing wrong at Rice." 

While the Faculty Senate did 
approve the change unanimously, 
many depar tments have begun to 
see detrimental effects of reopen-

ing the mines. Specifically, the 
Earth Science department has seen 
demand for classes skyrocket as 
student miners have created artifi-
cial demand for certain classes. 

"Last semester no one took my 
class," said Professor Andre Drox-
ler. "But now I am overwhelmed 
with incoming miners . I can ' t 
devote time to student geologists 
and majors like I used to." 

Indeed, as students spend more 
time in the mines, smirching for 
gold so they can decorate their 
diplomas, social interaction has suf-
fered as well. Students who would 
often take a break fromtheirnormal 
classes now spend hours practicing 
their miner skills. 

"I hate these new miners," one 
anonymous student said. "All they 
want is gold on their diploma." 

Under the strain of their new-
found work in the mines, many 
s t u d e n t s have e n d u r e d s t r e s s 
related il lnesses, including th ree 
dea ths . T h e s e mine dea ths were 
covered on RTV5 instead of dis-
cussion of a Student Association 
cor rup t ion scandal. 

THE "screw you guys, I'm going home" MISCLASS 
"When the Texas Penal code ... heh, penal 
.. . is worse than the cockmonster, you know 
you've got a p rob lem. . . . What? You're obli-
gated to laugh when someone says penal! 
— Random Rice students at House of Pies 

"Velociraptors, duuuude." 
— COMP314 professor, while smoking an 
imaginary doobie. 

"OK, um, you place money on this animal." 
"Prostitute!" 
— Game of Taboo at Jones College 

"Hey, you're that masturbation and 420 guy. 
You're like our god!" 
— Drunk Martellians, reminding me why I 
hate my job 

"Rice has got good toilets. You could put a 
live baby in one and rip it to shreds" 
— Hanszen senior 

"I eat other mammals ' eggs." 
". . . Mammals don't lay eggs." 
"Platypus eggs." 
— Hanszen sophomore and junior 

Ode to my tube non-diploma 

Tubey, or not tubey: That is the question 
Whether tis better in the family picture 

With kisses and hugs of outrageous relatives 
Or to hold by arms in a sea of debauchery 
And by dropping it? A fine to pay no more. 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

INSTITUTION DEDICATED TO THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF AND 1 

LEARNING AND THE PROGRESS OF 

IN UTTERS AND 

AND ENDOWED 
pemivi veti 

Latin pkrau 

nam* (M, dead guy> 

IN FREEDOM FOR 
*onn 

P E R s W 
M N H N adftctit* 

nonn (pretention*) MOMM (pretentions) mmn (pretention*) 

AND TO AIL HIGH CONSECRATED 

WOULD HAVE A1J BY THESE 
plum! mmn 

THAT IN THE PRESENCE OF THE 

AND 

plural mmn 

OF THIS UNIVERSITY 
-pkrai MM 

CONVOCATK )N ASSEM BLED 
adl/rtjir* 

T H E ! HAVE UPON 

name 

OF THE UNIVERSITY 
noun 

THE DEGREE OF „ OF 
JqrttTei*l area ofstniiy 

WITH ALL THE 

APPERTAINING TO THAT 

write in your minor of ckotct kerr 

H r r S t s -

Angry that you didn t get your dead sheep diploma on the day of 

graduat ion? Well have a Backpage diploma inastead . Its just as 

good! Plus, you get to fill it out yourself, so give yourself that 

tr iple-major you totally earned. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
( 7 1 3 ) 3 4 8 - 3 9 7 4 

HELP WANTED 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL NEAR Rice 
University looking for part time and 
full time teacher assistants for the 
summer. Subs also needed. Call Tara 
at (713) 5200738. 

PART TIME PERSONAL assistant 
for a home office. Must be extremely 
organized. Very computer literate. 
Accounting knowledge very help-
ful. Flexible hours this summer 
and next year. Must have car. 
(713) 621-9000 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

2 0 % O F F 

RICE DIPLOMA FRAMING* 
Offer j>ood through August 31. 2006 

Our expert framers will preserve your 

sheepskin diploma in a beautifully crafted frame 

selected by you and our talented designers. 

# 
yiLLAGE p R A M E Q A L L E R Y 

2 5 2 8 Rice Bou leva rd » 7 1 3 5 2 8 2 2 8 8 

*ljKir mx included • Not valid »irh ,my iithcr ntfcr 

LIFEGUARDS AND SWIM instruc-
tors needed to fill 2 positions by the 
end of May. We'll pay for training. 
Montessori School near Rice Uni-
versity. Flexible hours possible. Call 

Tara at (713) 5200738. 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 
per day potential. No experience 
necessary. Training provided. Age 
18+ OK. (800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

A F T E R N O O N NANNY FOR 
Southampton family: Children ages 
7 and 9. Responsibilities: driving to 
after-school activities, cooking, 
homework, cleaning, and organizing. 
Monday-Friday 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. (15-20 
hours). Please call (713) 745-2203 day 
or (713) 528-2676 eve. 

EDUCATIONALCONSULTINGANI) 
tutoring business located in the Hous-
ton Galleria area needs experienced 
tutors for Education Consultant'soffice 
in the following areas: SAT, SAT II and 
ACT preparation; English (reading 
comprehension and writing), Math, 
Science, History and Spanish. The 
applicant must be proficient in SAT & 
ACT prep and academic subjects; have 
excellent communication skills that 
would appeal to middle school, high 
school and/or college bound young 
adults and have reliable transportation. 
It is a part time position with flexible 
hours ($25.00/hr). Please e-mail r£-
sum£ to twilson&shumsky. net or fax to 
(713) 784-9565, Attn: Terrell Wilson. 

EARN EXTRA MONEY. Need 
typist for manuscript corrections. I 
also need a person to help with grant 
proposals. Call (713) 927-5267. 

BABYSHTER WANTED FOR one 
toddler in West-U (2 miles from 
campus). Flexible hours or occa-
sional work. Pay negotiable. Must 
be experienced, responsible, and 
outgoing. References and transporta-
tion required. Call Monique at (713) 
3490934. 

GREAT SUMMER JOB. Great 
r e s u m e b u i l d e r . D e -
s i g n t h e w e b s i t e f o r 
Yogaretreat.com. Please call Jeff 
Meyer for details. (713) 353-6689. 

MBA (OR SIMILAR discipline) 
s t u d e n t for p r o d u c t develop-
ment . MountainKing Potatoes, 
a nat ional food m a n u f a c t u r e r 
and m a r k e t e r s e e k s an MBA 
s tuden t to work par t - t ime on 
new product R&D consumer food 
marketing. Must have excellent re-
search skills and be mature, self mo-
tivated, and capable of independent 
work. Resume and class schedule to 
Pat Goolsby, pgoolsby@msn.com. 

HOUSING 

WEST UNIVERSITY 1BR condo 
balcony $97,000 Bissonet, Weslayan, 
59. Renovated. W/D gated parking. 
Agen (713) 942-6824. (832) 289-5006 
ginny@greenwoodking.com. Cheapest 
home for sale in 77005 zip. Identical 
unit sold for $115,000 in 2005. 

RICE U/WEST U area duplex for 
lease. Two bed/one & 1/2 bath. 
Hardwood floors throughout. Updated 
kitchen. Washer/dryer included. Ask-
ing $1,100 per month. Please call 
(713) 447-0999. 

FURNISHED ROOM FORrentin West 
U; convenient to bus line, med center. 
Rice & Greenway Plaza. $400/month. 
$200 deposit, $50 elec/gas/water. 
Please call Mary at (713) 839-9045. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

HAVE AN AMAZING summer! Well 
miss you! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay 
merit must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston. TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take respon 
sibility for the factual content of 
any ad. 
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