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Who's your valentine? 
MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Will Rice College sophomores Roger Sharpe and Uzzie Snyder view the results of their Crush 
Surveys at Rice Program Council's Crush Party Tuesday. Students filled out questionnaires 
online and received a list of their best and worst matches at the party at Willy's Pub. 

Thefts of co 
wallets rise c 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Forty non-bicycle thefts have been reported 
to the Rice University Police Department 
since Jan. 1. 

The majority of the stolen items have been 
wallets, purses and laptop computers. Last year, 
seven non-bicycle thefts were reported between 
Jan. 1 and Feb. 13. 

In January of this year, 23 thefts of items other 
than bicycles were reported, and 17 such thefts 
were reported Feb. 1-13. 

Rice Police Lieutenant Phil Hassell said 
the increase in thefts is the first of the aca-
demic year. 

Hassell said he has seen three main types of 
theft: entering unlocked offices and stealing wal-
lets and purses, taking backpacks or other items 
that are left unattended and stealing belongings 
from unlocked dorm rooms. 

Hassell said RIIPD officers are aware of the 
problem, but that it is impossible to prevent all 
thefts from offices and dorm rooms because 
there are too many to patrol. Students should 
contact RUPD if they see someone suspicious, 
Hassell said. 

"What needs to be done [to stop thefts] 
needs to be done by community members,'' 
Hassell said. 

Hassell said students, faculty and staff tend 

to be less concerned with safety precautions 
when they are on campus. 

"A college is an easy target because we feel 
safe," Hassell said. "Common sense and diligence 
would help." 

Two students' laptops were stolen from their 
rooms at Lovett College Feb. 12 while they 
were sleeping. Hassell said those thefts were 
especially concerning because the upper floors 
of Lovett should be secure. 

"Students need to lock their doors, even when 
they're in there asleep," Hassell said. 

Hassell said some of the thieves are 
college-aged or in their 20s, allowing them to blend 
in with students and attract less suspicion. 

Hassell also said faculty and staff mem-
bers should ensure that their belongings 
are secured in their offices, and everyone 
should engrave expensive belongings with an 
identification number or name. Hassell said 
students can borrow engravers from their 
college police officers. 

Rice Police Chief Bill Taylor sent an e-mail to 
all departments and students about the increased 
thefts Feb. 15. 

Taylor said one suspect in the thefts at Lovett 
has an outstanding burglary arrest warrant. 

"This underscores the need to remain alert 
to those in the environments around us — par-
ticularly in the colleges," Taylor wrote in the 
campus-wide e-mail. 

Online course evaluation 
trial yields low response 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A pilot of the online course evalu-
ation system, which will replace the 
paper system this spring, yielded low 
participation rates in the engineer-
ing school. 

The online response rate for the 
159 engineering courses involved in 
the fall semester pilot was 32 percent. 
Die response rate in Master of Liberal 
Studies classes, which also piloted the 
program, was 74 percent. 

Enrollment Administration Diane 
Havlinek said the response rate for 
engineering courses is misleading be-
cause students in 38 pilot courses also 
received paper evaluation forms. 

"Several students contacted me and 
said, 'Oh, I already filled it out in class, 
do you want me to fill it out online?'" 
Havlinek said. "I advised them 'no,' 
because at that point it's not fair that 

you get your voice heard twice." 
Havlinek said the engineering 

school had a combined online and 
paper evaluation completion rate of 58 
percent. In November, Registrar David 
Tenney (Sid '87) said the response rate 
for paper-only course evaluations is 
about 50 percent. 

Provost Eugene D-vy said during 
the first few semesters of online course 
evaluations, students might be offered 
incentives to encourage them to fill 
out the evaluations. 

"I would hope that students care 
enough about the quality of their 
courses and the quality of their 
feedback that incentives will not be 
necessary, but maybe we'll lubricate 
the start-up a little bit," Levy said. 

Havlinek said the advantages of 
online evaluations, such as shorter pro-
cessing time, make them beneficial even 
if the response rate is slightly lower. 

See EVALUATIONS, page 7 

Stump the coach 
ROSS TOMSON/THRESHER 

Head Football Coach Todd Graham participates in Sports Trivia Night, hosted by the Student Owl Club, at Willy's 
Pub Wednesday. 

Outside company will gather 
ideas for new recreation center 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

This week Rice will announce the name of 
a company that will help determine priorities 
in a new recreation center. 

The Board of Trustees has approved the 
recreation center, which will be built across the 
Inner Loop from McNair Hall, by the club sports 
fields. Assistant Dean of Students Boyd Beckwith 
said the company is not being asked to design 
the building. Rather, the firm will determine what 
sort of building will fit on the site, the square 
footage Rice can afford and what types of facili-
ties the building should include. 

"We'll have a difficult decision to make in 
terms of where to put all the money," Beckwith. 
the director of the Student and Recreation cen-
ters, said." [The company ] will talk to students, 
staff — all users of the current facility." 

Beckwi th said major i s sues for t he 
pre-design phase include whether or not to 
build an indoor track and ho w to design a new 

swimming pool. 
"I think there will definitely be a pool," 

Beckwith said. 'The current one is 56 years 
old. The question is what kind of pool — will 
there be more than one: Will it be a competi-
tion pool? An indoor pool? An outdoor pool?" 

Beckwith said the varsity swimming team 
and possibly other varsity athletic teams will be 
included in discussions about the new facility. 
However, he said, the building will be focused 
on the general student population. 

Sid Richardson College sophomore Pon-
ney Palanisamy, the Student Association 
representative to the Rec Center Advisory 
Council, announced at Monday's SA meeting 
that the company will meet with the committee 
within the next month and that the company 
will eventually hold a forum for interested 
students. 

Beckwith said there is no concrete timeline 
for the design and building process but that 
he thinks the new Rec Center will likely be 
completed in four to six years. 

INSIDE 

Election petitions due 
Election petitions for blanket tax organiza-

tion positions are due today at 1 p.m. at the 
Student Association office on the second floor 
of the Student Center. Positions on the ballot 
include SA offices. Honor Council positions 
and, everyone's favorite, Sammy the Owl. 

Pass/Fail conversion 
deadline today 

Today is the last day to convert a 
Fall 2005 "Pass/Fail" grade to a letter grade. 

Weekend of sports 
Watch the baseball team host to three 

teams at Reckling Park, starting with Okla-
homa today at 4:30 p.m. and continuing with 
Long Beach State tomorrow at 1 p.m. and 
I>amar Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Or escape the rain 
at Autry Court, where the women's basketball 
team takes on SMU today at 7 p.m. and Tulsa 
Sunday at 2 p.m. 

OPINION 
Leebron's vision askew 

Page 3 

A&E Page 9 
Rambling film a waste of time 

SPORTS Page 10 
Women vie for C-USA bye 

Quote of the Week 

"People don't explain the rules of the game 
that cause injustices. They don't tell others 
when they are being unjust." 
— Nobel Prize winner Amartya Sen, who spoke 
Feb. 9 about a theory of justice. See story, 
page 4. 

Scoreboard 

Baseball 
TCU 6, Rice 12 
Rice 4, Texas 5 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Scattered showers, 5870 degrees 
Saturday 
Showers, 47-56 degrees 
Sunday 
Scattered showers, 47 57 degrees 
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THE RICE THRESHER OPINION FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17.2006 

Online course 
evaluations need work 

The trial of the online course evaluation system this fall gave us about 
as much information y s an abstinence-based high school sex education 
class. (See story, page 1.) The mixing of paper and online evaluations 
ensured that we have no real sense of how many students will participate 
when the online system is fully implemented this semester. 

But even if the 32 percent response rate in the engineering school 
is of questionable validity, it is still concerning. We do not want tenure 
decisions being determined in par t by only one-third of the student body, 
and neither should faculty members. Somehow, student participation 
must be higher this spring. We have two ideas how. 

First, we reiterate that students are more likely to participate in an 
online course evaluation system if they are invested in that system. If 
the free-response sections from the official evaluations are viewable 
by students, there will be a positive incentive to contribute com-
ments — the more contributors, the more complete the information 
for everyone. 

Also, students who do not complete their online evaluations should 
have their grades withheld for an extra week. This is about the longest 
Rice can hold a student's grades, and it may not seem very threaten-
ing on the surface. But given the number of students who obsessively 
check and re-check ESTHER in late December and the middle of May, 
we think it would give students enough of an incentive to complete 
their forms. 

Whatever the strategy, something must be done if online course 
evaluations are going to survive. With a response rate like this — 
assuming, of course, that we can believe the trial's data — we might 
as well go back to paper. 

That said, we support the concept of online evaluations and hope a 
way to make them work can be found. 

Next Rec Center should 
go beyond basics 

We are excited for a long-overdue Rec Center. (See story, page 1.) 
Besides the standard amenities, we hope the planners will consider 
the following suggestions: 

• Most importantly, the new facility needs many treadmills and el-
liptical trainers and adequate space to house them. Right now, we 
have no idea of a good time to go to the Rec Center and actually 
find an available cardio machine. 

• Put weight training facilities in one large, open room with plenty 
of space, instead of spreading them around in smaller rooms. The 
weight room should also include ample space for mats — both 
for sit-ups and back exercises. 

• Put in a pool that students will consistently be able to use and 
enjoy — one with an easily controllable pH level. 

• A d d a rock-climbing wall. We have seen them elsewhere and think 
it would be a perfect fit for quirky Rice students. 

• Make racquetball and squash equipment more available, and 
build glass racquetball courts. 

Hey RMC, what time is 
it? Time to fix the clock 
It's 10:50 a.m. Students and faculty are scurrying across campus to 

their 11:00 classes. Suddenly, the Campanile clock in the Rice Memo-

rial Center begins chiming the hour. 

"Oh no!" students collectively cry. "I knew I shouldn't have let my 

professor in my 10:00 drone on for an extra three minutes!" 

Then we look at our watches, remember with relief that the 

chiming clock in the RMC is about 10 minutes fast and resume our 

scurrying. 

Someone should really set that clock to the right time. It was about 

four minutes behind last semester, and last week's power outage seems 

to have made it worse. Set the clock to strike the hour on the hour, 

arid the class-to-class dash will be a little less stressful. 

B K 

do it when I should be studying, 
when I should be writing papers, 
even when I could be sleeping, 
eating or showering. 

Do you feel like Facebook.com has 
taken over your life? There is help! 
Just log on to www.facebook.com 
and join the group "12 steps to beating 
your Facebook addiction." Join today! 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

Insulting egg donor 
ad cannot be justified 
To the editor: 

I have recently become concerned 
about what is deemed appropriate 
advertisement by the Thresher. In 
the Feb. 3 publication, an ad gave 
this description of what makes an 
"exceptional" egg donor: "5'8" or 
taller, blonde hair with blue eyes and 
thin, athletic build." Approving such 
a narrow-minded view as acceptable 
advertisement in a newspaper of 
higher education is demeaning to the 
entire student population. 

An editor of a newspaper knows 
how important appropriate word 
choice is, and this particular adver-
tisement is far from tasteful and is 
rather offensive. The editor in chief 
confirmed that an ad such as this one 
would not be deemed acceptable dur-
ing Owl Weekend or Vision Weekend. 
Since it has been acknowledged that 
this sort of advertisement is contro-
versial and inappropriate, why is it 
then acceptable to run the ad during 
the rest of the term? 

In the end, the question of running 
the ad or not running the ad is a matter 
of economics; run the ad since it pays 
or not run the ad and forego earnings. 
However, sometimes dignity, respect 
and ethics can be worth significantly 
more than potential earnings and 
can build a sense of reverence that is 
incalculable. 

Therefore, if the ad must be run 
again, to avoid impropriety, I must 
insist that the description of the "ex-
ceptional" candidate be omitted and 
replaced with the phrase: "Interested 
parties should call for a more detailed 
description of the characteristics 
preferred by the family." 

Tiffany Abdullahi 
Wiess sophomore 

35 other students signed this letter 

Editor's note: The advertisement will 
no longer run in the Thresher. 

Columnist mistaken 
on Miss America facts 
To the editor: 

I am very sorry that many people 
are quick to judge Miss America, 
and I would like to point out that Jo 
Kent had several facts wrong in her 
recent column on the topic ("Miss 
America misses target of promoting 
merit," Feb. 10). The Miss America 
program is so much more than just a 
"television tradition" and a scholar-
ship program. 

Being crowned the "most beau-
tiful" has little to do with Miss 
America. Miss USA on the other 
hand, is considered a "beauty pag-
eant" because its scoring is based 
on beauty and style rather than 
overall personality. While Miss 
USA goes on to compete at Miss 
Universe, Miss America spends her 
year doing community service and 
making appearances to promote her 
chosen platform. 

The Miss America program is not 
about encouraging young women to 
fit a stereotypical mold but instead 
encourages education, awareness, 

excellence and friendship. The scor-
ing is based more on talent, which 
counts for 35 percent, and the inter-
view, which counts for 20 percent, 
than on strutting down the runway 
in a swimsuit. 

Each contestant is encouraged to 
develop her onstage talent to the best 
level she can, whether it be musical, 
athletic, dramatic or visual. These 
arts take commitment, technique and 
dedication—all habits that contribute 
to the work ethic and passion of an 
individual, regardless of whether she 
chooses to pursue her chosen talent 
professionally. 

The interview lasts longer than 
three minutes. In fact, the interview 
is in-depth and personal, akin to a 
job interview — because having a 
title, especially statewide or national, 
is the equivalent of a paid full-time 
job. The interview is made up of 
questions about beliefs and outlooks, 
current events, discussion of talent 
selection and opinions on politics 
and history. 

The other scored portions, Eve-
ning Gown and Onstage Question, 
reward poise and eloquence under 
pressure. Also, each contestant must 
submit a transcript of grades from her 
university or college. What's more, any 
contestant with a shaky platform does 
not have a chance at the statewide or 
national level. 

The Miss America program is not 
about being recognized for beauty or 
even about winning money. It is about 
each participant holding herself to a 
standard of excellence, challenging 
herself to develop and being the best 
she can be. 

Katina Mitchell 
Martel sophomore 

Miss Teen California, 2002 

Students should get 
over Sid satire 
To the editor: 

I cannot believe it is happening all 
over again ("Sid minutes subject of 
harassment complaint," Feb. 3). 

I was a freshman at Sid in 2000 
when the secretaries got in trouble 
for their backpage. They happened 
to be two good friends of mine, and 
I was forced to see them go through 
legal battles and battles with the 
university, get suspended, get their 
sentences reduced and ultimately 
complete numerous community 
service hours before they gradu-
ated. All for what? A crude joke? 
So what? 

You can turn on the television 
any night and watch late night talk 
shows make fun of people in the same 
manner. Those hosts don't get sued. 
They might upset some people, but 
it's a natural side effect of being a 
humorous public figure. In the Rice 
microcosm of the real world, the 
college secretaries are public figures 
— comedians — and in doing their 
job they might step on some toes. 
Get over it. 

In the real world, people con-
stantly have to deal with offensive 
remarks, gestures and stories. All 
of the backpages are written in 
jest — there is no malicious intent 
behind their jokes. After the 2000 
incident, Sid implemented the policy 

of signing in at council meetings in 
order to prevent this kind of problem, 
only allowing the backpage to mention 
people who signed in. People know 
what they are signing up for, and if 
they are OK with it, why should other 
people care? 

I know we live in a world in which 
we can't get around political correct-
ness. But honestly, at this point you 
are in college. You are an adult and 
it's time to have some exposure to 
the world — it's only going to get 
worse and more difficult to deal with 
from here. Grow up and deal with it. 
Best of luck to the Sid secretaries. If 
history repeats itself, they are going 
to need it. 

Kelli Lilienstem 
Sid '04 

Hank's review offers 
delicious alternative 
To the editor: 

Your write-up on Hank's IceCream 
was the first entertainment article that 
1 have read in full for months ("Hank's 
Ice Cream scoops treasure trove of 
flavors," Feb. 10). I will be sure to 
visit there soon. 

Please include more stories that 
introduce Rice s tudents to cool, 
under-the-radar places in Houston 
like Hank's. Disgruntled reviews of 
terrible movies don't do much for 
me, and with the recent history of 
Hollywood's product, they have be-
come more than tedious. 

Ian Ragsdale 
Hanszen junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
m Letters to the editor should 
be sent to the Thresher by e-mail 
to thresher@rice.edu. le t ters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor must 
be signed and include college 
and year if the writer is a Rice 
student. 
• Letters should be no longer 
than 250 words in length. The 
Thresher reserves the right to 
edit letters for both content and 
length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$ 125 international via first class 
mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advertisements. Ad-
vertisements must be received 
by 5 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to a Friday publication date. 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice.edu for more 
information. 

http://www.facebook.com
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
mailto:thresher-ads@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Vision for Rice must stay true to undergrads 
Rice is not Columbia Law School. 
As such, we should not aspire to be-
come another Columbia. We should 
seek to be some th ing d i f fe ren t , 
someth ing better. Unfor-
tunately, President David 
Leebron 's Vision for the 
Second Century appears to 
be largely a call for conven-
tion, more concerned with 
Rice the institution than 
Rice's students. 

Rice has always been 
commit ted to undergradu-
ate educa t ion . Gradua te 
s t uden t s a re simply not 
the focus of Rice's pur-
pose, and those seeking a 
program tailored to their 
needs should look elsewhere. Never 
should any graduate program be 
elevated at the expense of under-
graduates . If we decide to improve 
the graduate programs at Rice, we 
mus t ensure it is done in a way that 
benef i ts undergraduates . 

David 
Axel 

National reputation 
and a high ranking are 
certainly desirable, but 
a great Rice education 

is about much more 
than the university's 
name on a diploma. 

Research must similarly serve 
undergraduates. Great researchers 
are important to any university, but 
faculty should never be recruited 
on the basis of research credentials 
alone. Even Nobel Prize winners 
are useless if their knowledge and 

experience cannot be used to improve 
undergraduate education, either in 
classes or in research groups. 

Teaching is ment ioned in the 
opening lines of the vi-
sion statement, but it is 
never add res sed . If we 
recommit to anything, it 
should be to unsurpassed 
instruction, because that 
is what makes Rice su-
perior. Some of our most 
valuable l ec tu re r s have 
been terminated to save 
money — a scandal at a 
university dedicated to ex-
cellence in education. 

There is another glar-
ing omission in the vi-

sion s ta tement . Both the Call to 
Conversation and the Vision for the 
Second Century mention a "holistic 
education," but both fail to articulate 
this vision, which should include the 
education of both mind and body. This 
omission comes less than two years 
after the latest fight about athletics, at 
the end of which the Board of Trust-
ees reaffirmed Rice's commitment to 
Division I-A. No such reaffirmation 
is made in the vision s ta tement . 
Commitment to athletics and to a 
holistic education would make both 
Division I-A spor ts and the LPAP 
program — in need of review and 
overhaul to be valuable — of central 
importance in Rice's future. 

Perhaps of greates t concern is 
how little changed from the Call 
to Conversation to the Vision for 
the Second Century. Great lengths 
were taken to assure the student 
body and alumni that they would 
be involved in shaping the future 
of this institution. Yet there is little 
indication that t hese inputs had 
much effect on Leebron 's plans. 
Significant objections to his ideas 
should have been addressed; we 

have a r ight to know the influences 
behind his decisions. 

There are certain parts of the 
vision statement that 1 agree with 
or at least grudgingly accept. But 
instead of aspiring to be yet another 
Ivy League imitator, we should strive 
to be something better. If we truly 
seek to be leaders in education, we 
should not try to follow others. We 
should be asking ourselves what can 
be done to improve undergraduate 
education in this country and then 
lead by example. 

Catering to the desires of students 
who settled for Rice after being re-
jected elsewhere is detrimental. We 
should be striving to serve the stu-
dents for whom Rice uniquely meets 
their educational and personal needs, 
and trust that students who belong 
here will continue to find their way 
to Houston. 

National reputation and a high 
ranking are certainly desirable, but 
a great Rice education is about much 
more than the university's name on 
a diploma. It is about how we grow 
in four years inside the hedges and 
about what we give to the world once 
we step through the Sallyport. I think 
Rice is already unparalleled in this 
mission and its execution, and neither 
should be sacrificed in an ill-advised 
attempt to be more like our East 
Coast peers. We should seize the op-
portunity to put Rice on the forefront 
of superior instruction rather than 
squandering it on mimicry. 

I hope to evoke some response 
from my apathetic peers and alumni. 
The fact that students only get up in 
arms over KTRU being shut down or 
gay m"Triage columns should make 
us al a '.ttle ashamed. We are talking 
abou'our school's future. It should not 
be taken lightly. 

David Axel is a Brown College senior. 

Rice Voices 

Evangelicals warm up to climate change crisis 
F o r t h o s e who regularly read 
Thresher opinion columns, it is no 
secret that the great faith debate has 
been raging for months. From intel-
ligent design to the use 
of religion as a political 
tool, Rice students seem 
to be most polarized by 
impractical and unresolv-
able issues. Just as in the 
rest of the country, we are 
divided along the lines of 
the believers, non-believ-
ers, skeptics and those who 
could not care less about 
any of this. 

A year ago, I thought 
it would take a miracle to 
bring these factions together. Well, 
that miracle may have now arrived in 
the form of a statement signed by 86 
leaders of the Christian evangelical 
community. Rather than launching 
a caustic critique of abortion or gay 
marriage, these men and women 
have united on an issue that is rarely 
associated with the religious right: 
global warming. 

The statement, released on Feb. 8, 
does hit some of the rhetorical notes 
used for decades by conservatives, 
emphasizing a "commitment to the 
sanctity of human life." But the crux 
of this fresh appeal concerns climate 
change, which the leaders acknowl-
edge has been ignored by the faith 
community for too long. 

It is especially heartening to note 
how the evangelicals'efforts combine 
religion and science. By using reli-
gious zeal and moral arguments to 
advance a cause rooted in scientific ev-
idence, leaders such as mega-church 
pastor Rick Warren have proven faith 
and fact to be compatible. 

In his bestselling book "The Pur-
pose-Driven Life," Warren quotes 
the Bible as saying, "The world and 
all that is in it belong to the Lord; the 
earth and all who live on it are his." 
Other evangelical environmentalists 
note that the book of Genesis states, 
"The Ivord God took the man and put 

Billy 
Freeland 

him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and to take care of it." These moral 
arguments fit neatly with the factual 
basis for fighting global warming. 

Unfortunately, this new 
evangelical alliance is un-
likely to p re s su re Presi-
dent George W. Bush into 
changing course on global 
warming. And there are still 
prominent members of the 
evangelical community who 
claim that the science on cli-
mate change is inconclusive. 
"The science is not settled," 
argued E. Calvin Beisner, one 
of 22 evangelicals who wrote 
in opposition to the efforts of 

Warren and his colleagues. 

While evangelical environmental-
ists may not be able to affect policy in 
the short-term, they may be able to 
make an impact on politics as early as 
the November 2006 elections. Howard 
Dean, chairman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, has spoken about 
reaching out to religious leaders, in 
a sign that he realizes the political 
efficacy of rallying the churches, syna 
gogues, mosques and other religious 
institutions. Dean has the right idea 
but has done a poor job of turning 
these outreach efforts into tangible 
progress and results. 

If he wants to s t reng then his 
party, Dean should make an appeal 
to evangelicals on the grounds that, 
under Republican leadership, the U.S. 
government has failed in its role as a 
steward of the earth. I )oing so would 
be the first step toward making the 
environment the hot-button issue of 
the Democratic Party, just as the Re-
publicans successfully rallied voters 
with a heated message on abortion 
and same-sex marriage. 

Perhaps most alluring of all is the 
prospect that a refocused evangelical 
movement could change the terms 
of debate in this country. Whether in 
the halls of Capitol Hill or the halls of 
the Humanities Building, discussions 
of religion and politics have centered 

around a few issues for which settled 
facts rarely exist and arguments are 
driven by rhetoric and opinion. If the 
evangelical environmental movement 
succeeds, the coarse debate we pres-
ently have will diminish. 

But we do not have to wait for War-
ren or Dean to change this; instead, 
we should take the initiative at Rice. 
We should expand the role of both 
faith and facts in today's discourse. 
A good start would be to embrace 
the call of evangelical environmental-
ists and talk more about the climate 
change crisis. 

Billy Freeland 
freshman. 

is a Lovett College 

Guest column 

Students can and should 
pursue elite scholarships 
H o w d o you become a Rhodes or 
Marshall scholar? It is not, as some 
seem to think, a halo that comes 
to crown the elect in December 
of senior year. Virtually 
100 percent of the most 
s u c c e s s f u l peop le in 
the United States were 
not Rhodes or Marshall 
Scholars. But neither are 
the scholarships some-
thing you can train for. 

There is no formula. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , stu-

den ts who are aware 
of the selection criteria 
and aim throughout the 
undergraduate years to 
fulfill them will make themselves 
s t ronger con tenders — not only 
for the major fellowships but 
also for jobs, graduate school 
and life. Here are some th ings 
to bear in mind. 

Mauro 
De Lorenzo 

I have already met a 

number of students 

with the potential to 

become Rhodes or 

Marshall scholars. 

F i r s t , g e t i n v o l v e d in 
research — early. Even if you 
are coding data or cleaning test 
tubes, you are part of the process. 
You are also showing professors 
you are serious. You are more 
likely to be given responsibility 
in successive semes te r s and to 
have a publication to your name 
by the t ime you graduate . 

One of the best ways to get 
involved in s u m m e r research 
is t h r o u g h the National Sci-
e n c e F o u n d a t i o n ' s R e s e a r c h 
Experience for Undergraduates 
program. The re are REU pro-
grams in almost all science and 
social science fields, in the U.S. 
and abroad — chemist ry in 
Thailand, anyone? Visit wwui.nsf. 
gov/crssprgm/reu/reu_search. cfm 
for more information. 

Second, make an e f for t to 
meet your teachers outside the 
classroom. Drop in to see them 
once or twice a semester, whether 
you are taking a class with them or 
not. Professors are here to mentor 
students, and you will find that 
they are usually delighted to spend 
time with an enthusiastic student. 
Go to your department 's seminar 

series, even if you are the only un-
dergraduate in attendance. Even if 
you do not ask a question, you will 
be noticed and appreciated. 

These practices will 
not only enhance your 
educational experience 
by an order of magni-
tude, they will also make 
it more likely that you 
will be able to get the 
detailed, personalized, 
anecdote-filled letters 
of recommendation that 
will make your applica-
tions stand o u t Don't be 
shy. The squeaky wheel 
gets oiled. 

Third, go away from Rice. If 
you have junior or senior standing 
and would like to go abroad, then 
apply for the Wagoner Foreign 
Study Scholarship by Feb. 22. It 
will pay for a semester or year 
abroad — anywhere. 

But don't think you have to 
go abroad to stand out. Every 
year, there are Rhodes Scholars 
for whom the flight to England 
is their first trip outside the U.S. 
A sustained commitment to do-
mestic public service is just as 
impressive, and Houston is one 
of the nation's best cities for social 
commitment. 

Notice that I did not talk about 
GPA, membersh ip in clubs or 
leadership positions in college. 
For the major fellowships, once 
you are in the neighborhood of 
3.75, the selection committees 
move on to other criteria. A 4.0 
does not really make you much 
more competitive than a 3.8. And 
a student with outstanding extra-
curricular achievements can be 
competitive with a 3.3. 

Finally, realize that "leader-
ship" and "public service" are not 
most effectively demons t ra ted 
by holding off ices in s tuden t 
organizat ions. Instead, be the 
one who has the vision and man-
ages the new project. Pick one or 
two things to devote yourself to 
completely, and let hobbies just 
be hobbies. Then you will have a 
story to tell. 

In the month that I have been at 
Rice, I have already met a number 
of students with the potential to be-
come Rhodes or Marshall scholars. 
If you aim for it, you won't regret 
it, even if you don't win. 

Mauro De Lorenzo is the 
scholarships and fellowships 
director. 
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O'Connor House 
renovations 

by Perry Factor 
THKESHER STAFF 

Renovations to the O'Connor 
House began Monday. When 
renovations are complete in July, 
the Career Services Center will 
move to the first floor of the former 
president's residence, and the 
Alumni Affairs Office will move to 
the second floor. 

The renovations and new fur-
niture will cost about $2 million, 
Project Manager Eleni Barzouka 
said. 

'We want to create 

a professional and 

polished atmosphere.' 
— Cheryl Matherly 

Career services director 

The house's exterior will not 
change, but interior renovations 
will convert the structure to an of-
fice building, Barzouka said. 

"It will be a very efficient office, 
but it will keep the house atmo-
sphere," Barzouka said. 

Currently, the Ralph S. O'Connor 
House is undergoing asbestos in-
spections. The interior of the house 
will be demolished, and new inte-
rior walls will be constructed. The 
house will also be enlarged by 700 
square feet, Barzouka said. 

The building will include 
interview rooms, conference 

rooms and a waiting room, Ca-
reer Services Director Cheryl 
Matherly said. Matherly said 
these rooms will be larger than 
the analogous ones in Career 
Services' current office, which 
is located on the second floor of 
the Student Center. 

Matherly said Career Services 
will benefit from increased col-
laboration with Alumni Affairs. 
The house's patio and garden will 
be used for networking events, 
Matherly said. 

"We want to create a profes-
sional and polished atmosphere, 
yet [one] the students will still 
feel comfortable coming into," 
Matherly said. 

Assistant Vice President of 
Project Management and Engi-
neering Doug Tomlinson said no 
decision has been made about what 
will move to Career Services' and 
Alumni Affairs' current offices. 

Tomlinson said Facilities, En-
gineering and Planning and rep-
resentatives from the relocated 
offices collaborated in designing 
the new offices. 

"We've worked with them on 
configuring the building to fit their 
needs," Tomlinson said. 

Tomlinson said an increase in 
construction vehicles on campus 
roads will be the only visible impact 
during the renovations. 

Miner-Dedrick Constructions, 
which also built Martel College, 
will do the renovations. 

O'Connor House was the 
president's residence from 1949 
to 2004. 

Nobel winner Sen: Aim for justice 
by Kirti Datla 

THRESHER STAFF 

Finding and agreeing on a per-
fect theory of justice may not be 
realistic, but that should not stop 
people from finding ways to make 
the world more fair, Nobel Prize 
winner Amartya Sen said to a full 
audience in McMurtry Auditorium 
at Duncan Hall Feb. 9. 

Sen, whose speech was entitled, 
"What do we want from a theory of 
justice?" won the Nobel Memorial 
Prize in economics in 1998 for his 
work on welfare economics. He is 
also known for his essays on famine 
in India and for founding the Inter-
national Association of Feminist 
Economics. Sen is an economics 
and philosophy professor at Harvard 
University. 

' We may not be able to 

understand what justice 

demands, even within a 

given society.' 
— Amartya Sen 

Nobel Memorial Prize winner 

Sen first explained why he thinks 
a theory of justice is necessary. He 
argued that ordinary people face 
moral dilemmas everyday, just as 
those in power do. 

"If you're interested in making 
policy, then some idea of the demand 
for justice must be raised," Sen said. 
"In our personal lives, we are moved 
by the question of what is the right 
thing to do." 

Sen said that while seeking 
justice, people should be aware of 
their actions' possible unjust conse-
quences, which are often ignored. 

"People don't explain the rules of 
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Nobel Memorial Prize winner Amartya Sen 
on the search for justice In society. 

the games that cause injustices," Sen 
said. "They don't tell others when 
they are being unjust." 

Sen also said people are too often 
preoccupied with determining the 
ideal just society, which causes solv-
able injustices to be neglected. 

Sen sa id a g r e e i n g on an 
ideal theory of just ice may be 
impossible. 

"We may not be able to under-
stand what justice demands, even 
within a given society," he said. 

Even so, Sen said, people should 
address what they see as unjust to 
make society better. Sen said the 
search for justice should be like 
people arguing over art. They can 
converse about two paintings and 
decide which one is better without 
knowing what the perfect painting 
would be. 

"Don't wait until the perfect sys-
tem emerges," Sen said. "You can 
focus on comparative issues." 

Jones College sophomore Hrishi 
Hari said he was glad Sen gave a 
concrete analogy. 

"The rest of the speech was ab-
stract, so (the art metaphor! gave 
me a frame of reference, which was 
nice," Hari said. 

Sen intended to discuss human 
rights, but he cut his speech short 
to answer questions from the audi-
ence. Responding to one question, 

| ( A P I A M } TPS T PKE P AND 
J / ADMISSIONS 

IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

speaks Feb. 9 In McMurtry Auditorium 

Sen said everyone will have different 
ideas about how to achieve world-
wide justice. These differences, 
however, should not prevent people 
from seeking justice, he said. 

When asked what role students 
should play in working toward a just 
society, Sen said the line between 
theory and practice is not as impass-
able as it may seem. 

"I think the object of a good 
education — as you might get at 
an institution such as Rice — is 
to broaden your horizons on such 
things as justice," Sen said. "Then 
you can put them to use." 

4People don'/ explain 

the rules of the games 

that cause injustices.' 
— Sen 

Sen was in Houston to speak to 
the Houston World Affairs Council 
on his latest book, The Argumenta-
tive Indian. His speech at Rice was 
sponsored by the President's Office, 
the Center for the Study of Cultures, 
the economics department, the phi-
losophy department and the School 
of Humanities. 
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Student criticizes Rice Police 
after being removed from class 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Will Rice College senior James 
Callahan was removed from class Feb. 
8 by two Rice Police officers. Officer 
Yolanda Avalos thought he matched 
the description of a suspected burglar 
seen earlier that day in the Humanities 
Building. Like the suspect, Callahan 
is black, was wearing black pants 
and a gray shirt and was carrying a 
black backpack. However, Callahan is 
5 feet, 10 inches tall, and the suspect 
was reported to be 6 feet, 2 inches. 
Callahan was released to class after 
a witness confirmed he was not the 
alleged thief. 

Rice Police Chief Bill Taylor said 
the alleged thiefwas spotted rummag-
ing in a Humanities Building office 
but that he escaped before he could 
be caught. Witnesses' descriptions of 
the subject were played or the police 
radio. Avalos, who was monitoring an 
event at Baker Hall, saw Callahan walk 
into the building for his 1 p.m. class. 
She contacted SergeantTina McDuell, 
her supervisor, and the two entered 
the classroom at about 1:15 p.m. to 
ask Callahan to step outside. 

Callahan said the officers told 
him to stand on the steps of Baker 
Hall with a witness about 30 yards 
away. The witness initially said 
Callahan could be the suspect but 
changed her mind when the officers 
walked him closer. Callahan said 
the officers then let him return 
to class. 

Callahan said he thinks RUPD 
handled the situation improperly and 
that he has complained to Dean of 
Undergraduates Robin Forman and 
Rice Police Chief Bill Taylor. 

"It was embarrassing to be pulled 
out in front of my peers like that, 
not knowing what the professor was 
thinking," Callahan said. "It was very 
disrespectful. I've never stolen any-
thing, and to be accused while sitting 
in class, trying to get an education, is 
kind of crazy." 

Taylor apologized to Callahan and 
his class, ECON 435: Industrial Orga-
nization, Wednesday. But Callahan said 
he was unsatisfied with the apology 
because he wants personal apologies 
from Avalos and McDuell. 

Callahan said the officers could 
have questioned him before class 
began. 

"I definitely should not have been 
pulled out of class," Callahan said. 
"They could have stopped me before 
class or come in and gotten me right at 
the beginning. They could have asked 
for my ID and could have checked to 
see if I was a real student. I still would 
have been upset, but it wouldn't have 
hit me as much." 

lI've never stolen 

anything, and to be 

accused while sitting in 

class, trying to get an 

education, is crazy.' 
— James Callahan 

Will Rice College senior 

Taylor said the officers did not 
violate any procedures. He said wit-
nesses' height estimations are gener-
ally not perfectly accurate. Taylor said 
students have stolen in the past, so 
Callahan's proving he was a student 
would not necessarily have eliminated 
him as a suspect. 

"They were within acceptable 
procedures based on circumstances, 
Taylor said. "But that doesn't mean 
we might not have a better way of 
doing it." 

Taylor said that out of his discus-
sions with Callahan, he is developing 
guidelines for officers to use in similar 
situations in the future. He said one 
option is for officers to wait until the 

class is over, but that doing so could 
pose a threat to other students. An-
other option, Taylor said, would be 
for an officer to notify a staff member, 
who would enter the classroom and 
tell the professor to ask the student 
to leave the room. 

'We try very, very hard 

to treat everybody the 

same way, and I think 

we do.' 
— Bill Taylor 

Rice Police Chief 

Forman said he has spoken with 
Callahan and Taylor and has called 
the President's Office in an attempt 
to find a solution that is satisfactory 
to Callahan. 

"I appreciate the fact that the police 
always have to make judgments in the 
moment, but I really would have liked 
to see this handled differently — in a 
way that would not have created such 

an awkward and uncomfortable experi-
ence for [Callahan]," Forman said. 

Callahan said he thinks RUPD of-
ficers have wrongfully suspected black 
students of crimes in the past. 

"I think RUPD may be quick to jump 
the gun," he said. 

Forman said Callahan's situation is 
reminiscent of past incidents at Rice 
between black students and RUPD. 

"My sense is there have been times 
in Rice's relatively recent history when 
some African-American students felt 
they were not always being treated 
with sufficient sensitivity by the Rice 
Police," Forman said. "My sense is, as 
a community we have made significant 
progress in recent years. That's one 
reason this event is unsettling. ... It 
brings memories of past events to 
the surface." 

Taylor said he was not concerned 
that the incident was discriminatory. 

"We weren't going to the class look-
ing for a black male," Taylor said. "It 
is a touchy situation because we try 
very, very hard to treat everybody 
the same way, and I think we do. If 
the description had been of an Asian 
female,... the officers would have done 
the same thing." 

Knowledge is bliss 
DIANA VEN/THRESHER 

Brown College freshmen Harriet Dao and Jennie Wilbum enjoy "What 
seniors wish they knew as freshmen," sponsored by Career Services Feb. 7. 
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Interim Decision admits up seven percent 
Out of state, international students behind increase in applications 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHES EDfTORlAL STAFF 

Rice admitted 7 percent more 
Interim Decision applicants this year, 
although the admission rate stayed 
about the same. 

The Interim Decision admission 
rate was 28 percent, compared to 29 
percent last year. This year, 931 stu-
dents were admitted, and 625 students 
were deferred to regular decision. 

Applicants submitted 3,333 Interim 
Decision applications this year, a 10 

percent increase over last year. Two 
years ago, a record 3,348 students 
applied under Interim Decision. 

Browning said the number of 
Interim Decision admission offers 
increased to allow more students to 
visit Rice during one of its two Owl 
Weekends, the firstofwhich will occur 
in March. Browning said she hopes 
current students will not advise admit-
ted students to wait until the April Owl 
Weekend but instead allow them to 
choose which one to attend. 

Out-of-state students submitted 

INTERIM DECISION ACCEPTANCES 
The following number of students were accepted under Interim 
Decision for the classes matriculating in Fall 2005 and Fall 2006. 

Category Fall 2005 Fall 2006 2006 admit rate 
(percent) 

Total 870 931 28 

Ethnicity 
African American 40 54 28 
American Indian 5 7 28 
Asian American 279 310 27 
Caucasian 378 400 27 
Foreign National 14 34 33 
Hispanic 114 104 32 
Other/Multi 40 22 28 

Gender 
Female 468 456 27 
Male 402 475 29 

Geographic 
Out of state 523 591 33 
Texas 330 310 22 
International 17 30 33 

1,803 applications, a 17 percent 
increase over last year. California, 
Florida, New York, Illinois and New 
Jersey had the most out-of-state stu-
dents admitted. 

The number of international 
students admitted almost doubled 
from 17 to 30, after the number of 
international applicants increased by 
64 percent. The admission rate for 
international students was about the 
same as last year. 

Browning said she thinks the 
increase in international applicants is 
the result of a new merit-based schol-
arship for international students and 
a more relaxed financial disclosure 
policy. Previously, the Admission Of-
fice required international applicants 
to demonstrate their ability to pay 
tuition for all four years at Rice, Brown-
ing said. The policy now requires 
students to demonstrate they can pay 
for one year of Rice tuition. 

Browning said the change was 
made because Admission Office 
staff realized the policy was stricter 
than necessary. 

"We thought that our previous 
policy was out of line with those of 
other schools and harder than the 
federal government's requirement," 
Browning said. 

More black, American Indian, 
foreign national and Asian American 
students were admitted this year. 
Browning said the increase in the 
number of minority students admitted 
was due to the increase in minority 
applications received. 

Interim Decision is a non-binding 
decision plan in which applications 
are due Dec. 1 and applicants are 
notified of an admission decision by 
Feb. 10. 

Advance screening on Thursday, Feb. 23. 
Free tickets available on a first come, first serve 

basis while supplies last. Limit one pass per person. 
To pick up tickets please see your college RPC rep. 

16 Blocks opens in theaters March 3. 
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• The SA Senate passed changes to the election code. Candidates will 
now receive a warning after their first violation, and the second violation 
will result in disqualification. University Court will have jurisdiction over 
appeals. Previously these regulations were unclear, SA President James 
Lloyd said. 

• Lloyd announced that petitions for the spring election are due today 
at 1 p.m. 

• Lloyd discussed adding a university survey to the election ballot. 
Suggested questions should be sent by e-mail to sapres@rice. 
edu. 

• Lloyd suggested the SA organize a campus-wide event, which could 
be held at the beginning of Willy Week. Ideas included a "Bowlathon" 
and a Wiffle Ball tournament. 

• Lloyd said nominations forthe Student Association Mentor Award are 
due March 3. The award is given annually to a faculty or staff mem-
ber. A 100-word statement should be sent by e-mail to sapres@rice. 
edu. 

• The Recreation Center Advisory Council reported that council mem-
bers are seeking input about what students would like to see in a 
new Rec Center. (See story, page 1.) 

• SA Secretary Laura Kelley said students interested in joining a 
committee to improve the Admission Office's recruiting materials 
should send an e-mail to her at lkelley@rice.edu. 

The next meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following incidents were reported by the Campus Police for the period 
Feb. 6-13. 

Residential Colleges 
Will Rice College Feb. 8 

Hanszen College Feb. 10 
Lovett College Feb. 12 
Wiess College Feb. 13 

Academic Buildings 
Baker Hall Feb. 6 
Anderson Biological Feb. 7 
Laboratories 
Humanities Building Feb. 8 
Herring Hall Feb. 9 
Anderson Hall Feb. 9 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall Feb. 11 
Mechanical Feb. 13 
Engineering 
Laboratory 

Other Buildings 
Willy's Pub Feb. 10 

Rice Memorial Center Feb. 10 

Parking Lots 
West Lot 
West Lot 

Other Areas 
Travis Street and 
Dryden Road 

Rice Boulevard at 
Sunset Boulevard 

Feb. 9 
Feb. 13 

Feb. 12 

Feb. 13 

Paper taped to door and set on 
fire. Smoke set off building alarm. 
Bicycle stolen. 
Two laptop computers stolen. 
Bicycle tire stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 
Stolen rare book found for sale 
online. 
Wallet stolen. 
Backpack and wallet stolen. 
Theft. 
Computer stolen. 
Four CPUs, two monitors and one 
laptop stolen. 

Subject in vehicle hit another vehicle 
and left scene. Subject stopped 
for driving wrong direction on College 
Way. Driver arrested for driving 
while intoxicated and for failure 
to stop and give information. 
Subject remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 
Food stolen from 13th Street Feb. 8. 
Subject gone when officers arrived. 

Vehicle hit parked Rice bus. 
Parked vehicle struck in rear 
passenger door. No information left 
at scene. 

Two subjects arrested for aggravated 
robbery that occurred on Fannin 
Street. Both subjects remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 
Graduate student stopped and cited 
for driving without headlights and 
with restricted dnver's license. Student 
issued university citation and referred 
to Student Judicial Programs. 

Looking for a Student Job? 
Part-Time Engineering Assistant Wanted 

BioTex, Inc. seeks fresh/soph engineering 
students to assist part-time in R&D 
and maufacturing new optically based 

medical technologies 

email jobs@biotexmedical.com 
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EVALUATIONS 
From page 1 

"(Professors who are evaluated 
online] should get their data within 
a month of the end of the semester, 
whereas right now it takes four or 
five months to get the information 
back on the written evaluations," 
Havlinek said. 

Havlinek said there are still a few 
problems with the online system, 
primarily involving independent study 
courses. 

"If, for instance, there is an inde-
pendent study course and there are 
20 people taking it but they each have 
different faculty instructors, right now 
we register all 20 people in one class," 
Havlinek said. "There's not a way to 
linkup people properly in independent 
study-type courses, so we have to ad-
dress what to do with that." 

Once all students begin using the 
online evaluations, the Registrar's 
Office will no longer handle the 
d is t r ibut ion and organizat ion of 
the forms. 

Instead, Administrative Systems, 
which is responsible for ESTHER, will 
set up the evaluations and send the 
results to the Information Technology 
department. 

Computer Science Depar tment 
Chair Keith Cooper said rapid re-
lease of evaluation results will make 
salary and tenure decisions easi-
er. However, he said evaluations 
may not reflect the sent iment of 
a class. 

"Personally, I would favor — if we 
went to online evaluations — saying 
that we won't release the student's 
grade until he or she fills out the evalu-
ation in the class," Cooper said. "That 
would guarantee that we get a repre-
sentative sample [of students]." 

Jones College senior Scott Ester-
holm said online course evaluations 
would be better than paper evaluations 
because students would not have to 
sacrifice class time filling them out. 

"I think it is better to have [the 
evaluations online!, so that we can 
use that time for class instead of 
filling out the course evaluations," 
Esterholm said. 

Lovett College senior Derek Leach 
said filling out course evaluations on-
line was convenient last semester. 

"It 's very well sui ted [to be] 
onl ine," Leach said. "It worked 
very well." 

NEW COLLEGE PRESIDENTS 

College 
Baker 
Brown 
Hanszen 
Lovett 
Will Rice 

President 
Sara Zampierin 
Sarah Hampton 
Stephen Rooke 
Anish Patel 
Brian Schwab 

Jones, Martel, Sid Richardson and Wiess colleges will elect their new 
presidents within the next two weeks. 

Heavy Menstrual Bleeding 

Do you experience 2 to 5 days of heavy bleeding? 
Does heavy bleeding keep you from your normal 

activities? 

If you answered yes, you may qualify for a research study 
cj a non-hormonal investigational drug for heavy menstrual 
bleeding. 

You must: 

• Be between 18 & 49 years of age 
• Have regular cycles with heavy bleeding 

• Be healthy and not have any bleeding disorders 

Qualified participants will receive study drug, a physical & 

eye exam at no cost. 

Compensation is provided for time & trouble. 

ADVANCES IN HEALTH, INC. 
713-795-5964 

Rice Engineers Without Borders 
Welcomes 

The 2006 EWB-USA 

International Conference 

to Rice University 

ENGINEERS r m i 0 H « 
WITHOUT B O R D I R S L^CONFtRENCE 

USA 

RICE 
M 

$ 

EWB 

Building, Teaching, Learning -
One Community at a Time 

February 16th - 18th 

For more information about EWB at Rice, 
visit ewb.rice.edu or email ewb@rice.edu 

RICE 
m 

% 
EWB 

Rice University-
Engineers Without Borders 

El Salvador Water Project: 
Rice Engineering in Action 

A presentation on the El Salvador Water Project, 

a student-run international engineering project 

completed in January, 2006. 

Thursday, February 23, 2006 
4 pm 

Duncan Hall, McMurtry Auditorium 

A reception in Martel Hall will follow the presentation. 

Faculty, staff, students, and alumni 

are invited to this free event 

mailto:ewb@rice.edu
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEBRUARY24, 
2006. 

EDITORS 
picks 

today 

WHAT THE 
BLEEP? 

The Angelika Theater 

downtown opens What 

the Bleep? Down the 

Rabbit Hole for a special 

engagement. The film 

investigates modern 

scientific and holistic 

perspectives on 

philosophy, psychology', 

neurology and physics. 

Benefit of being a nerdy 

Rice student: It's okay 

to admit that 

you're intriuged. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

BATBOY 

Sid Richardson College 

is getting a jump start 

on the college theater 

season. Sid's spring play, 

Bat Boy: the Musical, 

opens this weekend and 

continues through Feb. 25. 

Performances begin at 

8 p.m. Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday. 

Tickets cost $4 for 

members of the Rice 

community, $6 for others. 

t u e s d a y 

SCIENCE CAFE 

Salento Coffee House 

hosts Science Cafe, an 

ongoing series of lectures 

and discussions about 

the state of science in 

Houston and around the 

world. This week's topic is 

"The Unconscious Brain, 

bad behavior: ethics and 

the law." The panel of 

speakers includes 

psychology professor David 

Eagleman, attorney Doak 

Bishop and PBS producer 

Patricia Gras. Science Cafe 

is a free event and the 

panel begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Salento Coffee House 

2407 Rice Blvd. 

JULIA BURSTEN/THRESHER 

An energetic crowd responds to Grand Master Rash's directive, "Wave your 
motherfucking hands," during "Hip Hop Hooray" at the Beats of Basquiat. 

Museum revokes tradition 
to invite dancing, hip-hop 
Bryce Gray 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
is usually the perfect place to kill time 
on a quiet weekend. It is easy to spend 
hours wandering through the galler-
ies' pristine hallways, losing yourself 
among priceless works of painting and 
sculpture. Unless your visit coincides 
with a lecture or a wayward middle 
school field trip, the MFAH is domi-
nated by dense, echoing silence. 

This silence was shattered Sat-
urday. The thump of oversized sub-
woofers and the scratch of spinning 
turntables reverberated through the 
museum's main gallery. The main hall 
of the museum's Caroline Wiess Law 
Building underwent a one-night, Je-
kyll-and-Hyde transformation, turned 
upside down for the final installment 
of the Beats of Basquiat. 

A surreal scene greeted me as I 
entered themuseum 15minutes before 
the velvet ropes went down for the pub-
lic. Bartenders in black shirts and black 
ties primed coolers full of Bud Light, 
while an army of Starbucks employees 
in green aprons and visors readied 
their espresso machines and coffee-
dispensing backpacks. Projectors lit 
up the huge walls in the hurriedly 
emptied lower gallery, pointing to 
bathrooms, acknowledging sponsors 
and playing flippant, plot-free videos to 
accompany the blaring hip-hop. 

When the doors finally opened, the 
crowd snaked in and spread up the 
stairs onto the makeshift dance floor 
of the lower gallery. A disk jockey's 
booth reigned over the evening from 
upstairs by the exhibit. The turntable 
stand overlooked the dance floor and 
served as a makeshift pulpit perfect for 
delivering music to an eager congrega-
tion of hip-hop-heads and hipsters. The 
opening DJ spun a mixture of 1980s 
pop and new wave in obvious anticipa-
tion of the night's headliner, hip-hop 
pioneer Grand Master Flash. 

Even after the doors opened at 
8 p.m., a mob assembled outside in 
the evening chill. Hopeful partiers 
thronged around the block long 
after the museum closed off entry 
at about 11 p.m. Despite the sheer 
number of scenesters left out in the 
cold, the museum's temporary club 
scene pulsed beyond capacity — a 
few thousand people found their way 
in before the doors shut. 

The gigantic horde of partiers was 
surprisingly diverse and more than a 
little bizarre. B-boys in Adidas jumpsuits 

looked on with crossed arms while 
punk rockers admired each other's 
tattoos and tapered jeans. Swarthy 

t e e n a g e r s who 
looked like they 
had stumbled off 
\ht set of Growing 
up Gotti prowled 
around in packs 
a few feet away 
from pencil-thin 
s o c c e r m o m s 
clinking martini 
g lasses . T h e r e 
were even a few 
nuclear families 

walking hand-in-hand. And the indie 
elite was out in full force — a familiar 
group of thrift-store aficionados oblivi-
ous to the irony of trading repartee 
beneath a giant Starbucks logo. 

Many in attendance looked like they 
had never set foot inside the museum, 
but there was a comforting touch for 
the museum's members: The MFAH's 
familiar staf f of elderly security guards 
was on hand to keep order. They stood 
in their customary corners, watching in 
a mixture of anger, fear and disgust. 

The main hall of 
the museum's 
Caroline Wiess Law 
Building underwent 
a one-night, 
Jekyll-and-Hyde 
transformation, 
turned UPSIDE 
DOWN for the final 
installment of the 
Beats of Basquiat. 

It was not hard to understand 
their concern — drunken dancers 
stumbled perilously close to irre-
placeable Jean-Michel Basquiat orig-
inals. The exhibit itself was largely 
ignored in favor of the dance floor. 
However, Basquiat 's chaotic self-
portraits and colorful scribblings 
lent a touch of sophistication to the 
club-like atmosphere. 

When Grand Master Flash finally 
appeared at 11 p.m., the assembled 
mass erupted with a roar of approval. 
A live video feed projected on the wall 
followed his progress from the bowels 
of a parking garage to his rightful 
place behind the turntables. After 
delivering a few choice instructions 
to his public — "1. When I ask you to 
put your mother-fucking hands in the 
air, put them up, 2. Make some noise, 
3. Shake your mother-fucking ass with 
me" — Grand Master Flash started 
the party with Naughty by Nature's 
mid-1990s hit "Hip Hop Hooray." 

For the next three hours, Flash 
spun records without pause while 
video jockeys projected lights and 
animations on the lower gallery walls. 
The Starbucks employees might have 
run out of complimentary lattes and 
the bartenders might have run out 
of vodka, but the Beats of Basquiat 
refused to run out of steam. The dis-
concerted smokers sitting outside the 
museum today are probably still trying 
to catch their breath after dancing. 

Twenty short hours after the MFAH 
shooed the last drunks away from the 
bar. the exhibit closed and moved on 
to Ia)s Angeles. But while the trash 
has been cleaned up and the paintings 
re-hung, it will not be easy to forget the 
night the tranquil silence of Houston's 
most prestigious gallery evaporated, 
lost in the sounds of the club. 

BLOCK 

French furniture cures 
Japanese film blues 

Not all ideas are good ones. 
Pruning the hedges in the quad, 
for example: bad idea. But, while 
the Thresher did print an editorial 
about the unsightly shrubbery, no 
one was asked to write 
about that par t icular 
bad idea. 

. On the other hand, I 
received an e-mail last 
week asking me to write 
about The Grudge direc-
tor Takashi Shimizu's 
indie side project Mare-
bit o, released last Friday 
at the Angelika. This psy-
chological thriller was a 
very, very bad idea. 

I finished the hur-
riedly-produced, low-budget disap-
pointment and attempted to start 
a review. To no avail. Really, some 
movies simply are not worth a 
600-word critique — not even a 
scathing one. I started sometime 
around 8 p.m., and by 10 had no 
more than two paragraphs saying, 
effectively, "Don't go see this." 

Writer's block happens. Some-
times the subject is to blame, 
sometimes the writer. Sometimes 
stress gets to all of us and we have 
to blow off steam before we can 
get a story out. The good thing is 
that there are remedies, and mine 
is furniture shopping. 

Enter Ligne Roset at 5600 
Kirby Dr. I walked into the urbane, 
gallery-like showroom Monday 
afternoon in afoul disposition. The 
sleek and geometric bed I fell into 
upon arrival was deceptively cozy 
—I never expected such high-fash-
ion bed-gear to be anything better 
than atrociously uncomfortable. 

After these first five blissful 
minutes inside l igne Roset, Bruce 
Wolfe, the trilingual M idwesterner-
turned-New-York-City-fur-sales-
man- tu rned- furn i tu re -guru on 
duty, managed to wrest me from 
designer Peter Maly's signature 
bed. I wandered around the elec-
tric-bright upholstery in the store, 
wondering whom I could thank for 
finding a way to tastefully bring 
back the avocadoes and mustards 
of 1970s design. 

The shag-era influence did not 
stop at color alone. My favorite 
piece in the place was a European 
take on the ultimate, upscale bean-
bag. Togo, a line of chairs, ottomans 
and sectionals originally released in 
1973, is as humorously inviting on 
first glance as it is relaxing during 
a first lounging session. I felt the 

Julia 
Bursten 

stress of my writer's block begin-
ning to melt into this monstrously 
mushy, magnificent seat. 

As Bruce toured me through 
more of the showroom, he ex-

plained Ligne Roset's 
philosophy of "edited 
design." Pieces draw 
inspirat ion not only 
from the shag-a-delic 
1970s, but also from 
G e r m a n y ' s Bauhaus 
faction of the 1920s and 
1930s, as well as numer-
ous o ther influential 
movements in contem-
pora ry archi tec tura l 
and interior design. 

T h e more formal 
furni ture in the showroom, espe-
cially the dining tables, revealed 
another of the high-end furnish-
ings' fun and boutique-y bonuses. 
With the tables, the company's 
French her i tage — the Ligne 
ha s been family-owned since 
its inception — sur renders con-
spicuously to sleekly engineered, 
German- inf luenced functional 
kinetics. Coffee tables become 
laptop desks with a few ounces of 
pressure and then change dimen-
sions entirely to accommodate a 
six-person poker game. 

Writer's block 
happens.... The 
GOOD THING 
is that there are 
remedies, and 
mine is furniture 
shopping. 

Combined with whimsically craft-
ed dining chairs, these paranormal 
tables drove me to utter distraction 
and chased away any remaining 
misgivings about my Marebito-based 
lack of inspiration. 

I left the l igne wishing for a 
furniture fairy godmother, drag-
ging with me a bulky, dog-eared 
catalog and a good idea. And while 
actually owning a Togo chair may 
be little more than a pipe dream for 
the time being, at least now I have 
somewhere to go in Houston the 
next time I get writer's block. 

Julia Bursten is a Lovett 
College sophomore and arts and 
entertainment editor. 
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A break-dancer shows off strength and skill on the floor of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston's lower gallery. Circles of break dancers gathered Intermittently 
In the thick crowd during the hours leading up to Grand Master Rash's arrival at 
the Beats of Basquiat exhibit party Feb. 11. 
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Finicky foreign flop shows some films should stay unseen 
Tasha Chemplavil 
THRESHER STAFF 

Director Michael Haneke's Cache 
(Hidden) is a tedious tale about sins 
from a man's childhood coming back 
to haunt his adult life. The rambling 
and circular story, uninspired acting 
and confusing conclusion make this 
movie a waste of time and film. 

Georges (Pourquoi (pas) le 
Bresil?'s Daniel Auteuil) and Anne 
(Chocolat's Juliette Binoche) star as 

a husband and wife who begin receiv-
ing anonymous tapes indicating their 
family is under surveillance. 

'cache' 

in theaters 
Rating: • 

(out of five) 

As the tapes become more 

personal, Georges becomes more 
determined to discover the identity 
of the man behind the camera. 

The tapes show the family enter-
ing and exiting their home — which 
although not particularly menac-
ing is still disturbing for Georges. 
Wrapped around the tapes are ob-
scure, childlike drawings that trigger 
distressing memories. 

Initially, the tapes appear to be 
from a fan of Georges' round-table 

COURTESY STAGES REPERTORY THEATRE 

Adam (Thomas Prior) pleads with Eve (Deborah Hope) as Christianity's first couple copes with life in the garden. Searching 
for Eden chronicles an alternate version of the biblical tale at Stages Repertory Theatre through Feb. 26. 

Eden reveals paradise of theatric satire 
Margaret Tung 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Something old, something new, 
something borrowed ... from the 
Bible? Searching for Eden: The Diaries 
of Adam & Eve presents an idiosyn-
cratic and fascinating look at history's 
first and most infamous couple. 

% 'searching for eden' 

Stages Repertory Theatre 
3 2 0 1 Allen Parkway 

through Feb. 26 
Rating: • • • * • (out of five) 

Playwright James Still's script 
combines the familiarity of the biblical 
tale and the relevance of modern-day 
relationship myths. The result is a 
hilarious and touching story of two 
people discovering and then becoming 
comfortable with love. 

'Hie first act, "The Beginning of 
Time," features a whimsically deco-
rated set with vibrant corrugated card-
board and plastic representations of the 
primeval garden. ()pening the play with 
an indecipherable yelp and the inability 
to keep still, Adam, played by Thomas 
Prior, enters the stage and introduces 
the carefree nature of the first man. Not 
to be outdone, Eve, played by Deborah 
Hope, rises from the steamy abyss of 
a waterfall an'l immediately begins 
coining new words. 

Before the two even meet, the 
dichotomy of their personalities 
emerges in comical fashion — Adam 
is satisfied with just himself and the 
creatures of the garden, but Eve feels 
lonely and wonders why she is the only 
animal that does not come in a pair. 

When they finally do meet, the 
shock of seeing another human causes 
both to flee. As their courtship devel-
ops, viewers see that Still's idea of how 
Adam and Eve fell in love is not much 
different from John Gray's Men Are 
from Mars, Women Are from Venus 
conception. Adam laments that Eve 
talks too much, and Eve finds Adam 
useless but amusing. 

After their disagreements eventu-

ally escalate into an argument, the two 
go their separate ways, but — in true 
romantic comedy fashion — realize 
how much they miss each other 
and reunite. 

The second act is entitled "Thou 
sands of Years Later," although in 
the play's time, only about 20 years 
have gone by. The couple has had 
kids, Cain and Abel, whose names 
are casually brought up but never 
fully integrated. 

Adam is a therapist, while Eve is a 
multitasking mogul in the entertain-
ment industry. They return to Eden 
— now a resort — and in the nostalgic 
context of the garden and their anni-
versary, the two renew their vows. 

Compared to the pun-happy first 
act, the jokes in the second act are 
more subtle. Writer Still evokes 
satirical, Hollywood-esque imagery 
with constantly ringing cellular 
phones and costuming — the couple 
sports "E" robes at the resort because 
Eden has been shortened to the 
hipper-than-thou single letter. 

Tlie overall tone also matures in 
this act. Eve, exhausted from her 
career, focuses more on her scripts 
than on her husband. Adam has to 
bring Eve back to her former self, 
represented by the diary he gives her 
for their anniversary. 

Although the plot itself may 
sound trite, the actors and the 
playwright deserve credit, because 
nothing in this play is boring or 
dull. Still reinvigorates the roman-
tic comedy genre by centering the 

story around only two characters. 
This focus allows more time for the 
characters to develop and makes 
their arcs more believable. 

Hope has an uncanny and seem-
ingly innate ability to communicate 
with the audience and act within the 
scene — a difficult and necessary 
task when most of her lines involve 
the "invention" of word after word. 
Her counterpart, Prior, seems more 
comfortable as Adam in the second 
act than in the first. 

Adam is a 
therapist while Eve 
is a multitasking 
MOGUL in the 
entertainment 
industry. 

The play's surprising connection 
from the distant past to the present 
contributes most to its captivating 
formula. The play can go from the 
naive beginning of time to a cynical 
"Thousands of Years Iiiter" because 
some things — the differences be-
tween men and women, finding love 
and relationships—have not changed 
much at all. 

Props and costumes may come 
and go, but searching for a significant 
other has always been both challeng-
ing and rewarding. 
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discussion show. But soon the draw-
ings lead the unfortunate protango-
nist — and even less fortunate view-
ers — to the home of a childhood 
acquaintance, and Georges' past 
comes out of hiding. He believes the 
friend is embittered about his role 
in preventing his adoption. 

Georges becomes embroiled in 
trying to escape from his past and 
in the process alienates his wife 
and son. 

From the opening credits, when 
the name of each producer, director 
and lead is painstakingly typed onto 
the screen letter by excruciating letter, 
Cache is a trial of viewers' willpower. 

The movie contains a number of 
static shots of surveillance tape, and 
while the shots only last for a minute, 
they feel like they drag on for 10. 
Haneke seems determined to test his 
audience's patience and loyalty with 
these visually tiresome tableaux. 

The rambling and 
circular story, 
uninspired acting 
and confusing 
conclusion make 
this movie a 
WASTE of time 
and film. 

The few shocking scenes in the 
film momentarily break up the mind-
numbing monotony of the snail-paced 
plot. These sensationalist shots 
capture the audience's attention, but 
they do not a movie make. 

Numerous scenes are entirely un-
necessary. After waiting patiently for 
tliese scenes to become significant to 
the story, it becomes apparent they 
have no meaning. The progression of 

the story is nonexistent — it simply 
repeats itself over and over. 

As the movie rambles on, the 
scenes become increasingly less 
coherent. No real connection be-
tween the beginning of the film and 
its final scenes exists. Plotlines get 
picked up and dropped without any 
revelations. Friends are introduced 
and used as peripheral, ineffectual 
characters who were never required 
in the first place. 

Cache's final shot is especially 
exasperating. It does not depict 
anything. It does not add anything. It 
only further tries the patience of any 
viewer who sticks with this debacle 
until the end. 

Cache s characters are undevel-
oped, and Auteuil and Binoche are 
unimaginative in their portrayals 
of the stalked couple. Auteuil gives 
viewers little reason to sympathize 
with Georges, who is not especially 
kind or trusting of his family. 

Binoche's performance as the 
distraught wife is less unfeeling 
than Auteuil's but equally irksome. 
She manages to garner the slight-
est bit of sympathy for her family 
through her concern for their safety, 
but most viewers will probably 
care more about the accused stalker 
and his family than about the sup-
posed victims. 

The most believable performance 
comes from Walid Afkir (Les Rois 
Mages), who plays the son of the 
accused stalker. His brief speech in 
defense of his father makes his small 
role the bright spot in this dreadful 
excuse for entertainment. 

Cache is torturous to sit through. 
It has a beginning, a semblance of a 
middle and no ending. It is entirely 
unclear what the audience is sup-
posed to take away from viewing 
this film. 

The acting is uninspired. The 
plot is uninspired. The film is un-
inspired. Cache should have been 
kept hidden. 
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Buy 12 Wings 
Get 5 Free 
With this ad 
Expires 02/28/06 
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Free WiFi Available! 
Bring your 

Study Group Here 

Now accepting the Silver Saver Card, get 15% off your dine-in 
or take out meal. Not valid on Tuesdays 

35G Wings on Tuesdays • 50c Legs on Wednesdays • 50e Boneless on 
Thursday • Logo Glass Wednesday get $2.50 Domestic refills 

2525 Rice Blvd • 7T3-521-1100 
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Stephen 
Whitfield 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Owls led by Almond's 
Kobe-like season 

The NBA All-Star Game is coming to Houston on Sun-
day. This city will get a chance to watch some of the biggest 
stars in the game playing on the same court, executing 
dazzling passes and throwing 
down thunderous dunks. Of 
course, defense should be at 
a minimum — it has been 30 
years since an all-star team 
scored fewer than 110 points 
— but I'm still excited about 
it. The last time the All-Star 
Game came to Houston, guys 
like Michael Jordan, Charles 
Barkley and Karl Malone were 
just entering the prime of their 
careers. It's been a while. 

Of all the players traveling 
here this weekend, the one I 
really want to see is Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles 
Lakers. He has been the most intriguing story in the 
NBA so far this season. Bryant was once a key mem-
ber of those drama-filled championship teams from 
a few years back. Now, after a well-publicized power 
struggle and some less-than-amicable departures, he 
is the unquestioned leader of the team. 

Bryant leads the league in scoring and is the only 
player capable of putting up 40 points on any given 
night. He had 62 points — in three quarters, no less 
— against the best team in the Western Conference, 
the Dallas Mavericks. A few weeks later, he topped that 
performance by scoring 81 points against the hapless 
Toronto Raptors. Basketball pundits everywhere are 
seriously debating whether or not Bryant can score 
100 points in a game before he retires. And I heard Bill 
Walton, a respected analyst, boldly predict that Bryant 
will do so before the season is over. This kind of talk 
was completely ridiculous just six months ago. 

If you look on the surface, you might not see a lot of 
similarities between what Bryant is doing this year and 
what Morris Almond is doing with our men's basketball 
team. For one, I highly doubt that Almond will score as 
many as 45 points in a game, much less 81. Rice does 
not have a coach who has won nine championships like 
the Lakers' Phil Jackson. The Owls do not run Jackson's 
triangle offense, and Almond is only averaging 21.6 points 
per game, compared to Bryant's 34.9. 

However, with the longer game clocks, shorter shot 
clocks, relaxed offensive rules and higher number of 
one-on-one, isolation offensive sets, it is easier for good 
shooters to put up more points in the NBA 

As of Valentine's Day, Almond had scored 31.2 percent 
of Rice's total points while making 33.3 percent of the team's 
field goals. Bryant had similar numbers, scoring a greater 
percentage ofhis team's points while making a lowe. percent-
age of their total baskets — 34.2 and 31.9, respectively. 

Almond and Bryant are the primary scoring options 
on their teams mainly because they are the only con-
sistent shooters. The Lakers' second-leading scorer 
is a forward who has the body to post up on smaller 
defenders but who usually settles for mid-range jump 
shots. Their third-leading s ;orer is a point guard who 
makes great passes in traffic but who can be a little 
erratic at times. Sound familiar? 

I am not saying Almond is going to be the next Kobe 
Bryant. Those types of comparison games are silly. But 
I am afraid that, like the Lakers, the Owls have fallen 
into the trap of sacrificing long-term development for 
short-term success. 

Given the lack of offensive options the Owls have, if 
Almond shoots poorly, Rice can kiss any chance of win-
ning goodbye. Last week, the Owls needed 36 points from 
Almond to pull out a three-point overtime win against a 
mediocre Marshall team. And even Almond's high scoring 
does not guarantee victory. He has scored more than 25 
points in four of Rice's five conference losses. 

With four true freshmen and three redshirt freshmen 
coming into the fold this year, I thought this season would 
provide a good chance to retool the offense and work 
some of the younger guys into the lineup. At the begin-
ning of the season, it looked like this would happen, and 
it may still happen before the year is out. So far, though, 
the younger guys have not progressed much. The four 
freshmen who have played in at least two games are 
averaging a combined 10.6 points and 5.5 rebounds. 

Right now, Rice is in fifth place in Conference IJSA with 
a 5-5 record. The way the Owls are playing now, they will 
only reach a postseason tournament if they catch a lot of 
breaks and win the C-USA tournament in March —just 
in time for the Lakers to make their playoff push. 

Stephen Whitfield is a Sid Richardson College sophomore 
and co-sports editor. 

Owls fall to Longhorns on walk-off homer 
by Matt McCabe 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The baseball team was one out away 
from returning to Reckling Park this 
weekend with an undefeated record. 
But a two-out, two-run home run by 
UT freshman Kyle Russell off senior 
right-hander Bryce Cox, the Owls' 
closer, gave the Longhorns a walk-off 
5-4 victory in Saturday's matchup in 
the Houston College Classic at Minute 
Maid Park. 

The 27,134 fans at the game con-
stituted the fourth-largest crowd 
for a regular season game in NCAA 
Division I history, although that 
figure is somewhat overstated since 
it includes fans who watched earlier 
games and left. 

Rice, which had won against Texas 
Tech University in its Friday afternoon 
game, finished the tournament with 
a 2-1 record after doubling up Texas 
Christian University 12-6 in the tourna-
ment finale Sunday night. 

"Basically, we look at [the season] 
as a long sprint," assistant coach David 
Pierce said. "Kyle Russell ran into a 
pitch and beat us. [But] overall, I think 
the weekend turned out solid. We fin-
ished on a strong note." 

The Owls now set their sights on 
the Coca-Cola Classic, the first of two 
tournaments they will host. Rice (4-1) 
will take on the University of Oklahoma 
(5-1), a Big 12 team in the midst of 
a rebuilding year, today at 4:30 p.m. 
Senior right-hander Eddie Degerman 
will start. Degerman earned his first 
win of the season with a 5.2-inning ef-

IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

Sophomore infieider Brian Friday rounds second base during Rice's 12-6 comeback 
win over TCU in the final game of the Houston College Classic Sunday. The Owls will 
host Oklahoma, Long Beach State and Lamar as part of the Coca-Cola Classic this 
weekend at Reckling Park. 

fort last weekend, allowing just one run 
on two hits to lead Rice to a 5-1 victory 
over Texas Tech (4-3). 

"It felt good to be out there on Friday 
and get a win, but then you've got to 
start thinking about the next one against 
Oklahoma this Friday," Degerman said. 
"I think [I] established the fastball early 

last game, which set up the curveball. 
Anytime I can spot the fastball, it makes 
every other pitch better." 

Rice will also welcome 19th-ranked 
Ling Beach State University (4-3) to 
the Coca-Cola Classic. After beginning 
the year with a three-game sweep of the 

See BASEBALL, page 13 

Women's basketball moves to fourth in C-USA 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The women's basketball team got 
its first and second Conference USA 
road wins this weekend, moving into a 
tie for fourth place in the league. Rice 
(11-12, 7-5 C-USA) has gone 5-1 since 
losing junior guard Krystal Frazier, 
then the team's leading scorer, to a 
season-ending Achilles injury. 

Rice is now tied for fourth place with 
the University of Southern Mississippi 
in the C-USA standings. The top four 
teams receive a bye in the conference 
tournament March 2-5. Playing one 
fewer game would be especially help-
ful to tihe Owls, who are shorthanded 
in the backcourt after season-ending 
injuries to Frazier and sophomore 
guards Maudess Fulton and Whitney 
McCauley. 

"Getting a bye is very much a goal 
right now," junior forward Samantha 
Stovall said. "We're fighting fatigue, 
because we're not used to having a lot of 
players on the court for 35 minutes." 

Rice currently controls its own 
destiny because of its win over South-
ern Miss in late January, but the Owls 
have a pair of tough games at home 
this weekend. They will face confer-
ence-leading University of Tulsa (19-4, 
10-2) Sunday at 2 p.m. and second-place 
Southern Methodist University (13-11, 
8-4) tonight at 7 p.m. 

In games against SMIJ and Tulsa in 
January, Rice fell behind by more than 
15 points in the second half before com-
ing back to within five points late in the 
games. The Owls lost both games, but 
head coach Greg Williams (Hanszen 
'70) said those games should help the 
team at home, where they have gone 
a combined 8-0 against the Mustangs 
and the Golden Hurricane over the last 
four seasons. 

'There's no selfishness 

at all — we're always 

looking for the open 

players. I think we're 

playing better than we 

have all season right 

now.' 
— Tiffany Loggins 

Sophomore forward 

"We fell short in both situations, but 
the fact that we came from double-digits 
behind in the second half to get back in 
those games gives us a lot of confidence 
going into playing them at Autr y Court," 
Williams said. 

Junior forward Iauren Neaves has 
emerged as the Owls' go-to player over 
the last six games — she has been the 
leading scorer in all but one, when she 
played just 20 minutes in Rice's 51-point 
win at home against the University of 
Texas-El Paso. Neaves has averaged 21.2 
points in the five games since, but she 
will face better competition at the post 
this weekend. SMU'sJanielle Doddshas 
averaged 17.4 points per C-USA game, 
third-best in the league, although Rice 
held her to 14 points on 5-14 shooting 
earlier this year. 

Tulsa's Jillian Robbins leads the 
league with 18.8 points and 13.1 re-
bounds per game, and she and Neaves 
have traded Western Athletic Confer-
ence and C-USA honors since both were 
freshmen in 2003-'04. 

"[Dodds, Robbinsand Neaves] are the 
three premier inside players in the league, 
and I think they are probably the three 
leading candidates for player of the year," 
Williams said. "Robbins is really quick 
and athletic inside. And against us, she hit 
two important shots from around the free 
throw line, which is usually not where she 
does her scoring. She has really stepped 
up and played well in big games." 

Neaves tied a career high with 29 
points against East Carolina (14-10, 6-7) 
Feb.6. And Rice has had four other players 
set career highs over the last six games, 
including 14 from Stovall in a 6349 win 

See BASKETBAIJ., page 13 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE W E E K IN S P O R T S 
Friday 2/17 4:30 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

Saturday 2 /18 1 p.m. 

Sunday 2 /19 2 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 2 /21 4 p.m. 

Wednesday 2/22 all day 
Thursday 2/23 all day 

Baseball vs. Oklahoma (Reckling Park) 
Start of three-day Coca-Cola Classic 
Women's Basketball vs. SMU (Autry Court) 

Baseball vs. Long Beach State (Reckling Park) 

Women's Basketball vs. Tulsa (Autry Court) 
Baseball vs. Lamar (Reckling Park) 

Baseball vs. Sam Houston State (Reckling Park) 

Swimming at C-USA Championships (Houston Rec Center) 
Swimming at C-USA Championships (Houston Rec Center) 
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Men's basketball 
defeats ECU 62-54 

By Chris Pasich 
THRESHER STAFF 

The men's basketball team 
split its games last week, falling 
to the University of Tulsa on the 
road Saturday before defeating 
East Carolina University at Autry 
Court Wednesday. 

The Owls have four games 
remaining on their conference 
schedule before they head into 
the Conference USA tournament 
in Memphis March 8-11. On Satur-
day, Rice plays at the University of 
Texas-El Paso, which defeated the 
Owls by two points at Autry Court 
last season. The Miners defeated 
third-place Alabama-Bimingham 
last week by 28 points, handing 
the Blazers their biggest loss of 
the season. 

Junior guard Morris Almond 
and the rest of the Owls are looking 
forward to the challenge. 

"We know we can play with 
anybody in the league," Almond 
said. "It's just a matter of finish-
ing strong. We've got to get that 
monkey off our back. We've had 
a few overtime games, a couple 
of overtime collapses and one 
[overtime win]. Even though 
we're 5-5 right now, we feel we 
can go in the tournament and 
really make some noise if we 
get everybody clicking." 

Wednesday's victory over the 
East Carolina was the Owls' first 
win at home since their victory 
over the University of Houston in 
early January, and it was only their 
second home win in conference 
play. Almond once again led Rice, 
scoring 30 points and adding 10 
rebounds to go along with two 
stunning blocks. 

"It's a concentrated effort," 
said Almond. "With my size, it's 
one thing I can bring to the table 
— I can get in there and get on 
the glass." 

Senior forward J.R Harrison 
also had a double-double with 14 
points and 12 rebounds on the 
night. Harrison logged 32 minutes 
off the bench after playing 40 
minutes Saturday. 

"I've tried to rest my body," 
said Harrison. "It's been a long 
season, and I was feeling banged 
up. But I came out, and my legs 
were fresh and nice, so I just hit 
the boards." 

Rice played a sloppy first 
half, turning the ball over 12 
times. East Carolina led 26-24 
at halftime behind 11 points 
from forward Tyrone Beale. 
The Owls scored the first six 
points in the second half, but 
the Pirates remained close un-
til the last four minutes, when 

Rice closed the game with a 
12-4 run. 

"I think we learned from other 
games," Harrison said. "We've 
been playing OK on the road, 
pretty well at home — we've just 
been coming up short We tried to 
play the whole second half without 
any lapses." 

Although the Owls have been 
a better team on the road this year 
versus previous seasons, they lost 
a close overtime game at Tulsa 
Saturday, falling 80-73. The loss 
dropped Rice to 3-2 on the road in 
conference play. 

Eventually we've got 

to start turning some 

of those close games 

into wins.' 
— Morris Almond 

Junior guard 

Almond scored 31 points in the 
game for the Owls and also tied for 
the team high in rebounds with six. 
Junior guard I^orenzo Williams 
chipped in 8 assists to go along with 
11 points, and Harrison played 40 
minutes off the bench. 

"U-Rl is a big, big part of what 
we do ;md who we are," head coach 
Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) said. 
"And if playing him off the bench 
may give us a little different per-
spective and little bit more of a lift, 
then that's what were looking to 
do. We haven't had the luxury of 
giving him a lot of rest this year, 
and bringing him off the bench 
is one way to have him play a few 
less minutes and still be just as 
productive." 

Rice was down by 14 points 
with under 15 minutes left in the 
second half before making a run to 
close within 3. After battling back, 
the Owls tied the game on a 104) 
run at the end of regulation and 
forced overtime. 

However, the team could not 
hold the momentum — Tulsa 
took a six-point lead early in the 
overtime period. 

"It seems like it's almost the 
same story each game we play," 
Almond said. "We feel we've com-
peted, but eventually we've got to 
start turning some of those close 
games into wins. ITie comeback 
was nice, but we fell short." 

Rice faces the University of 
Central Florida Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. at 
Autry Court The first300students 
at the game will receive tickets to 
the Rice-UH game March 1 at 
Hofheinz Pavillion. 

Jersey Mike's 
Subs 

% 
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Men's track readies for C-USA meet 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The men's track and field team 
traveled to Fayetteville, Ark. last 
weekend to compete in the Tyson 
Invitational, and the Owls did not 
place high in many events. But 
with the Conference USA Indoor 
Track and Field Championships 
coming Feb. 24-25 at the University 
of Houston, Rice did get valuable 
preparation against some of the 
best teams in the country. 

Keeping with tradition, Rice will 
take this weekend off before the 
C-USA meet. Junior Pablo Solares, 
who finished second in the 800 
meters at the Tyson Invitational 
with a time of 1 minute, 51.07 sec-
onds, said the time off will help the 
team focus. 

"[The week off] helps, because 
we have to get rested," Solares said. 
"Next weekend, we'll be more ... 
enthusiastic. If you race too much, 
you get kind of tired going in. You 
don't put in the extra effort in your 
racing." 

At the conference meet, senior 
David Axel and sophomore Charles 
Hampton will compete in the 3,000 
and 5,000 meters. The two runners 
have been near the top of the confer-
ence in both races all season long. 
At the Tyson Invitational, Hampton 
finished fourth and Axel sixth in 
the 5,000 with respective times of 
14:40.80 and 14:41.34. 

At the conference meet, head 
coach Jon Warren Qones '88) said 
most athletes will partcipate in 
the same events they have been 
competing in all season. 

"It's pretty straightforward," 
Warren said. "We know what people 
can do. We don't have a giant team, 
[so] we're going to rely on the few 
guys that we have. There's not that 
many decisions to be made. ... We 
just have to figure out a few ways 
to maximize things." 

The biggest question for the 
Owls is figuring out what to do 
with sophomore Tyler Whitham. 
Despite having the conference's 
third-highest point total in the hep-
tathlon, Whitham will most likely 
compete individually in the pole 
vault and the bO-meter hurdles in 
order to maximize Rice's score. 

Whitham will also participate in 
the 4x400-meter relay with Solares, 
senior Bahnsen Miller and senior 
Eric Spear. That team ran its fastest 
time of the season last weekend at 
the Tyson Invitational, finishing in 
3:14.37, the third-best mark in the 
conference so far this year. Miller 
and Spear will run in the 800 next 
weekend. 

"The 4x400 guys ... really im-
proved well, and other than some 
tactical things that Bahnsen did in 
his open quarter, showed they're 
ready to roll," Warren said. "In 
the finals, Eric just blew past [the 
competition] in his 400." 

This year is Rice's first in 
C-USA, but the competition at next 
weekend's indoor meet will not be 
that much different from what it was 
in the Western Athletic Conference. 
The favorites to win are UH, the 
defending C-USA champion, and 
the University of Texas-El Paso, last 
year's WAC indoor champion. 

The Cougars have dominated 
the conference recently, winning 
the last three indoor titles by an 
average of 54 points. UH benefits 
from its depth — 36 athletes are on 
its indoor roster — which allows 
the Cougars to enter in far more 
events than the other teams. The 
Cougars' biggest weakness lies in 
its long distance runners. 

The Miners' strength is with 
their runners. Among C-USA run-
ners this season, UTEP has the top 
three times in the 3,000 meters, the 
top two times in the 200, 800 and 
5,000 and four of the top six times 
in the mile. UTEP is weak in the 

field events this year but returns 
jumper Mickael Hanany, last year's 
Most Outstanding Performer at the 
WAC indoor meet. 

If either UH or UTEP slips up 
at the conference meet, Rice has 
a chance to capture its first indoor 
title since 1995, when it was a mem-
ber of the Southwest Conference. 
Warren said a more realistic goal 
is to finish in the top three. 

"It's not out of the question that 
somebody else, maybe us, can 
come out and shock some people," 
Warren said. "I think a top-three 
finish would be an outstanding 
weekend." 

Junior Devon Fanfair jumped a 
season-best 47 feet, 11.75 inches in 
the triple jump in Arkansas. Senior 
Jason Powell did not do as well, fail-
ing to record a legal jump in the same 
event, and senior Luke Stadel did 
not have a legal mark in the shot put. 
Despite those results, Stadel and 
Powell are still among the top con-
tenders in their events. Powell has 
the best conference mark of the 
season in the triple jump — 54-4.75 
from the season-opening Leonard 
Hilton Memorial Jan. 20. Stadel 
threw the second-best mark in 
conference at the Houston Indoor 
Invitational Feb. 4. Warren said 
he has been impressed with their 
progress over the season. 

"[Stadel and Powell] are really 
throwing well and jumping well 
— they'll be contenders to win the 
conference title if they can get a 
legal mark," Warren said. "But it's 
negative from the standpoint that 
it doesn't make any difference. I 
could beat them right now. 

Sophomore Omar Wright, the 
only Owl to compete somewhere 
other than the Tyson Invitational, 
finished fourth in the high jump at 
the Houston/RunSport all comers 
meet Saturday, his second meet 
of the year. His mark of 6-9.75 is 
fifth-best in C-USA. 
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Women's tennis ends 
three-match slide 

by Adriene Giese 
THRESHER STAFF 

The women's tennis team 
snapped a three-match losing 
streak last weekend, defeating 
then-66th-ranked Mississippi State 
University 4-2 at the Downtown 
Club at the Met This weekend, the 
57th-ranked Owls look to add two 
more victories to their 3-3 record 
with back-to-back indoor matches 
against Purdue University and the 
University of Kentucky. 

Rice faces 41st-ranked Purdue 
at noon today and 18th-ranked 
Kentucky at 9 a.m. tomorrow in 
West Lafayette, Ind. 

Purdue enters this week-
end coming off wins against 
DePaul University and Miami 
University. 

"Purdue will be a tough team to 
play, even though we are similarly 
ranked," head coach Roger White 
said. "They are very competitive 
and predominantly play indoors 
during the spring. We've been prac-
ticing indoors [to compensate]" 

Kentucky comes into the week-
end on a three-match losing streak 
However, allofthose losses cameat 
the hands of top-10 teams, includ-
ing top-ranked Stanford Univer-
sity, eighth-ranked Northwestern 
University and seventh-ranked 
Georgia Tech University. 

Yet the Wildcats, who are in 
their first season under head 
coach Carlos Drada, barely d e 
feated 74th-ranked University of 
Louisville earlier in the season. 

"Kentucky has a new coach, 
and usually staff changes don't 
allow teams to get settled," White 
said. "They have come really close 

to losing matches against teams 
that are ranked below us, so I 
think we have a good chance to 
beat them." 

SophomoreTiffany Lee started 
off last weekend's match with a 
solid twoset victory against Polina 
Kokoulina at the No. 4 position. 
Sophomore Christine Dao added 
Rice's second victory, defeating 
Mississippi State's Renee Joseph 
in straight sets at No. 2. At the 
top spot senior Blair DiSesa lost 
her first set but recovered for a 
three-set win. Senior Medeja Egic 
dropped her first set 7-6 but came 
back to clinch her match win and 
the team victory. 

"We were all really excited 
and hungry to win after our loss 
against LSU," Lee said. "So in this 
match, we used the home court 
to our advantage and played re-
ally well." 

The Owls' losses came at the 
third and sixth spots. Freshman 
Alanna Rodgers lost in three sets, 
and sophomore Kimberly Paten-
aude fell in two. 

"The potential to sweep in 
singles play 60 was really there," 
White said. "We were up 5-3 at the 
third position but were unable to 
convertthepoint Position six wasa 
very close match as well—it could 
have gone either way." 

With the outcome decided in 
singles play, the teams mutually 
decided to cancel doubles. 

DiSesa said the team hopes to 
have similar success on its road 
trip this weekend. 

"Anythingcan happen," DiSesa 
said. "And I feel like all the girls on 
the team are excited and know we 
can get the victory." 

Wells, Jimoh win at Husky Classic 
by Katy Miller 

THRESHER STAFF 

After a strong showing at the 
Husky Classic in Seattle, Wash, 
last Saturday, the women's track 
and field team is now preparing for 
Conference USAindoor meet, to be 
held Feb. 23-25 at the University 
of Houston. 

The C-USA indoor meet will 
feature tough competition, but 
based on their times and marks so 
far, the Owls should be competi-
tive. Although she is still recover-
ing from an Achilles injury, senior 
Nina Mayes has the fourth-best 
60-meter time in the conference, 
only seven hundredths of a second 
behind the conference-leading 
mark. 

Senior Funmi Jimoh has the 
conference's best long jump and 
the third-best time in the 60-meter 
hurdles. Sophomore Callie Wells 
and senior Anna Reeve have the 
second- and third-best mile times, 
respectively, and in the 3,000 and 

5,000 meters, the Owls have four 
of the top seven in C-USA. Sopho-
more Rachel Greff, who currently 
has the top pole vault height in the 
conference, said the team will be 
ready when the meet begins. 

"It will be good for our bodies 
to get some rest this weekend," 
Greff said. "The [Seattle] meet was 
good because it was a really big 
meet with really big competition,... 
so it prepares you for other meets 
like conference where you have to 
get mentally prepared [as well]." 

The Owls are riding a wave of 
confidence after 11 runners set 
personal bests at the Husky Clas-
sic. Wells qualified for the NCAA 
IndoorTrack and Field Champion-
ships in the 3,000 meters with a 
time of 9 minutes, 25.24 seconds. 
Jimoh also qualified for the national 
meet, jumping 20 feet, 3 inches in 
the long jump. Both Wells and Ji-
moh placed first among collegians 
in their respective events. 

Rice's first three meets were all 
held at the University of Houston, 

and head coach Jim Bevan said 
he attributes the Owls' improved 
performance to the change of 
venue. 

"It was our fourth meet, and 
we're starting to come around," 
Bevan said. "I think it was good to 
get away from Houston. ... Some-
times you get a little more excited 
when it's special, when you get in 
a different facility against different 
competition." 

Other top performers in Seattle 
included sophomore Desarie Wal-
wyn, who finished third among col-
legians in the 60 meters in 7.52 and 
fourth in the 200 meters in 24.64, 
and senior Flo Nwagwu, who took 
sixth-place in the high jump with a 
mark of 5 feet, 7 inches. 

The team's distance runners 
also had a successful weekend. 
Reeve finished 18th with a 4:57.27 
mile and senior Sarah Yoder placed 
10th in the 5,000 in 16:45.51. She 
was followed closely by sophomore 
Marissa Daniels' 14th-place time 
of 17:17.43. 

Men's tennis loses two home matches 
by Dylan Farmer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The men's tennis team dropped 
both of its dual matches last week-
end, falling to 27th-ranked Okla-
homa State University Friday at the 
Downtown Met and to 24th-ranked 
University of Miami Sunday at Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium. 

The 40th-ranked Owls have now 
lost three of their last four matches, 
all against ranked opponents, 
and their schedule does not get 
easier. Rice's next three matches 
are on the road against 35th-ranked 
University of Louisiana-Lafayette, 
39th-ranked Middle Tennessee 
State University and 37th-ranked 
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Vanderbilt University. 
La.-Lafayette, the Owls' only 

opponent this weekend, has a 4-1 
record, with its only loss coming 
to fifth-ranked University of Mis-
sissippi. The Cajuns have wins 
against both 75th-ranked University 
of Oregon and 38th-ranked Florida 
State University. 

Last Friday, the Owls took 
advantage of early Oklahoma 
State mistakes. The 37th-ranked 
senior duo of Robert Searle and 
Tony Haerle ensured the Owls a 
doubles- point victory with a 9-7 win 
at the first position. In singles, junior 
Ben Harknett held off a second-set 
rally to defeat his opponent at the 
second spot, and sophomore Ralph 
Knupfer won in straight sets at the 
third position. 

' When it came down 
to it, I think we just got 
outfought.' 

— Efe Ustundag (Baker '99) 
Assistant men's tennis coach 

However, the rest of the Owls' 
matches resulted in decidedly 
worse outcomes. Searle, ranked 
36th nationally in singles, was swept 
by 27th-ranked Daniel Byrnes at 
No. 1, and Hearle and sophomore 
Filip Zivojinovic lost in straight 
sets at the fourth and fifth spots, 
respectively. At No. 6, the Cowboys 
secured their match victory when 
junior Jason Mok lost the first set 
and could not recover, losing to 
Olexsander Kotsuik in three sets. 

"As a team, we didn't play badly," 
assistant coach Efe Ustundag 

(Baker'99) said."(Oklahoma State] 
just outplayed us." 

On Sunday, the Owls began 
the day lethargically. Harknett and 
freshman Christoph Miiller lost 
8-0 at No. 3 doubles, and shortly 
afterward, Knupfer and Zivoji-
novic lost 9-7 at the second spot. 
Searle and Haerle provided a bright 
spot, winning their match at the 
top spot. 

"When it came down to it, we 
just got out-fought," Ustundag 
said. "We had a chance to win the 
doubles point [on serve], and we 
couldn't come through [with a 
victory]." 

The Hurricanes carried their 
momentum to singles and nev-
er relinquished it. Searle lost a 
hard-fought match to the Hurri-
canes' 25th-ranked Luigi D'Agord, 
fighting back from a first-set 
loss before falling in a third-set 
super-tiebreak. At No. 2, 87th-
ranked Josh Cohen defeated 
Harknett in straight sets, and 
Knupfer's opponent retired after 
losing the first set at No. 3. 

In the bottom half of the lineup, 
Haerle lost his super-tiebreak 11-9, 
and Zivojinovic and senior Rodrigo 
Gabriel fell in straight sets at the fifth 
and sixth positions, respectively. 

"It's just a matter of us not let-
ting teams get off to good starts 
and forcing us to play catch-up," 
Ustundag said. "We're making it dif-
ficult on ourselves in both doubles 
and singles." 

Ustundag also stressed the 
importance of focusing on the up-
coming matches. 

"We have to bounce back from 
those losses," he said. "We have to 
really want to fight it out, to do the 
work that's necessary for us to win 
on the road." 

PK: 1I3-518-1U8 
Pax; 1I3-5Z8-T18Z 

Visi-t us or\ -tKe voeft! 
vowvo.-tKe-tar\rvirvs,spOtirNCCOM 

Mor\ - Fri: laivo - 9pftn 
S a t 4 Surv 8ata - 8prv> 

Healthy People Needed 
For Clinicol Research Study 

Researchers at Baylor College of Medicine 
need hea l thy , adult vo lun teers t o par t i c ipa te 
in a research s tudy t o eva luate Norwalk Virus, 
a common cause of s h o r t - t e r m vomi t i ng and 
diarrhea i l lness t ha t occurs in our commun i t y 
(commonly known as in tes t ina l f l u ) . 

- Study requirements involve a brief inpatient 
hospitalization (less than one week), frequent 
outpatient visits that extend for more than 6 
months and specimen collections 

- Participants should expect to become ill for 
at least a day or more 

- Criteria for participation are strict 
- Enrollment is restricted to qualified subjects 

and participation is associated with some risks 
- Compensation will be paid according to the 

degree of a subject's level of participation 
- Next group will be studied in March 2006 

For further information contact study staff at: 
713-798-7542 or 

e-mail: NORWALK@BCM.TMC.EDU 

This research study is sponsored by the 
National Institutes of Health and Baylor College of Medicine 
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ASKETBALL 
\From page 10 

at UTEP (14-11, 6-7) Friday. With 
Frazier's playmaking ability gone, the 
Owls now have a more pass-oriented 
offense. The team's three highest as-
sist totals on the season have come in 
the last six games, including 21 and 
19, respectively, against UTEP and in 
their68-56win overTulane University 
(11-10,5-7) Sunday. 

"Roles have changed dramatically, 
and everybody is really stepping up 
theirgames," sophomore forward Tif-
fany Loggins said. "There's no selfish-
ness at all—we're always looking for 
the open player. I think we're playing 
better than we have all season right 
now, which is kind of weird because 
we have so few people." 

Outside of Neaves, the team's 
points come from different players 
every game. But the Owls' defense 
has been a constant since Frazier, 
one of the team's best perimeter 
defenders, went down. Rice has held 
C-USA opponents to just 35 percent 
shooting on the year — which is 
tied with Tulsa for the conference 
lead — and both the Miners and 
the Green Wave shot worse than 35 
percent last weekend. 

"Our defensive effort over the 
last six games has been, for the 
most part, exceptional," Williams 
said. "Theoretically, we shouldn't be 
winning this much after losing our 
leading scorer after the SMU game, 
but we've won five of six. And it was 
possibly a poor coaching decision on 
my part not to play [senior guard] 
I.atrice Elder in the Houston game, 
[the team's only loss]." 

Elder has been battling a nag-
ging knee injury throughout the 
season, but she played a combined 
36 minutes last weekend, including 
20 against UTEP 

"I can't say enough about her," 
Williams said. "We had to play her for 
more minutes in the UTEP game, so 
we didn't think she was going to be able 

to play against Tulane. When she got 
off the plane, her knee popped and we 
had to take her in a wheelchair to the 
bus. But she's just such a tough kid 
— she came back, played on Sunday 
and played really well." 

Williams said Wednesday that 
he was unsure whether or not Elder 
would be available this weekend, 
although freshman guard Catherine 
Flores is expected to be available 
for limited minutes. Flores has not 
played since Jan. 27 because of a 
partial tear to the anterior cruciate 
ligament in her knee. 

Loggins, who averaged 5.1 points 
in the team's first 15 games of the 
year and 10.5 over the Owls' last 
eight games, said Williams never 
lost confidence in the team despite 
the injuries. 

"Coach Williams makes you feel 
like you can make a shot even when 
you don't feel like you can make it," 
Loggins said. "Instead of saying, 'Oh 
my gosh, I just lost Krystal, Maudess 
and Whitney,' he said, 'All right, you go 
in and you step it up.... He didn't get 
down, and I know it helped me." 

Stovall said the injuries have 
given lesser-used players an op-
portunity to develop. 

"We all came here on scholarship 
— we're all Division I players," Stovall 
said. "Before, when [non-starters] 
were in the game, they could just let 
the starters do their thing. But now 
everyone is stepping up and playing, 
and that's what we need." 

BASEBALL 

ERRATUM 
The Feb. 10 college sports article 
incorrectly stated that the result 
of the coed flag football game 
between Hanszen and Lovett. 
Lovett beat Hanszen 6-0 
The Thresher regrets the error. 

From page 10 

University of Southern California, 
Long Beach State has had a rough 
stretch of games including losses 
to Pepperdine and California. 

Rice will round out the Coca-
Cola Classic with in-state rival 
Lamar University (4-2) Sunday 
at 3:30 p.m. 

Rice had only 12 hits in its 
games against the University of 
Texas and Texas Tech combined 
and must improve at the plate to 
be successful this weekend. 

'Last year I was 

trying to be perfect. 

This year I am just 

having fun.' 
— Brian Friday 

Sophomore infielder 

"Coach [Graham] is the best 
at saying hitting comes and 
goes, and [that] we've got to be 
solid defensively and pitching," 
Pierce said. "I think that's what 
you see — guys want to do so 
well, and they press a little bit. 
One thing we have to watch is 
having guys prepared for hit-
ting pitches [that] they can hit 
and laying off of pitches that 
they can't." 

After the 5-4 loss to UT (4-4), 
Rice bounced back with a much-
needed win over TCU (2-2) . After 
taking an early 1-0 lead, Rice fell 
behind by as many as four runs 
before mounting a charge in the 
sixth inning — fueled by a three-
run, pinch-hit home run by junior 

shortstop Josh Rodriguez. Rice 
then put up seven runs on just 
three hits in the bottom of the 
eighth to take the lead and put 
the game out of reach. Rodriguez 
reinjured his elbow, which kept 
him out of fall practices, against 
UT and will probably be limited 
to being a designated hitter this 
weekend. 

Sophomore third baseman/ 
shortstop Brian Friday led the 
Owl offense Sunday with three 
hits and a run batted in. The 
infielder, who was relegated to 
the bench midway through last 
season, now leads the team with 
a .435 batting average. 

"I really wanted to come into 
this year with a new mindset," 
Friday said. "1 had an OK sum-
mer, learned a lot and I learned a 
lot from last year.... We tinkered 
with my swing, and it helped out 
a lot. Last year I was trying to 
be perfect. This year I am just 
having fun." 

With Rodriguez limited to a 
designated hitting role, Friday 
will move to shortstop, while 
freshman third baseman Aaron 
Luna — the reigning National 
Collegiate Baseball Writers' 
Association national hitter of 
the week — will occupy the 
hot corner. 

In the game against UT, 
the Owls only had five hits 
against Kyle McCulloch, the 
Longhorns' starter, who threw 
seven innings. 

"We know we can hit a lot bet-
ter than that," Friday said. "Coach 
Graham talks about [situational 
hitting] all the time. ... We're 
very talented hitting-wise, but 
we don't always make the proper 

adjustments in games. We didn't 
start hitting until Texas took Mc-
Culloch out. The key for this team 
is being able to make adjustments 
so that we can have consistently 
good at-bats." 

'One thing we have to 
watch is having guys 
prepared for hitting 
pitches [that] they 
can hit and laying off 
of pitches that they 
can't.' 

— David Pierce 
Assistant baseball coach 

The Owls' deep bench gives 
them versatility dependingon the 
opposing pitcher. Redshirt fresh-
man designated hitter/catcher 
Adam Zornes and true freshman 
designated hitter/outfielder 
Kenny Ford were successful in 
limited at-bats last weekend. Ford 
was the designated hitter when 
Savery pitched against UT. Last 
year, Savery often functioned as 
his own designated hitter when 
he pitched. 

"[We've] got matchups where 
[we] can bring Zornes in against 
a good lefty like Furnish with 
TCU," Pierce said. "When Joe 
is pitching, it allows [Ford] to 
jump in the lineup and take the 
pressure off of Joe as a hitter so 
he can focus on pitching. The 
bench is solid." 

PROJECT: 

MORE FOR LESS 
RESULT: 

All Scions come well equipped with loads 
of standard features. 

SCION xA Starting at As shown 

$13,320 $13,985 
SCION tC Starting at 

$16,840 $18,405 
Accessories sold separately 

SCION xB Starting at As shown 

$14,570 $15,235 
A c c e s s o r * * sold separately Accvssone* «otd separately 

xA/xB/tC 
Standard features for al l include 

Pioneer CD stereo • iPod'* and MP3 capable • Satellite radio ready • Anti- lock brakes • A/C 

Power windows, door locks and mir rors • 5-year, 60,000-mile Powertrain warranty ' 

To find your nearest Scion dealer visit 

scion.com or call 1-866-7Q-SCION. 

wh&t moves you 

scion.com 
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Brown, Wiess battle for playoff berth 
in men's soccer Premier Division 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With its 9-0 mercy-rule victory 
over Baker (0-3), Brown (1-1-1) 
controls its own destiny in the 
playoff picture. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

The winner between Wiess 
(2-1) and Brown Saturday will be 
the second representative from 
the Premier Division. Should the 

i 

JOE KNOWS Food & Fun. 
So Con You! 

NOW HIRING 
full-time & part-time 

All Positions 

Applicants must have previous 

experience. We offer excellent 

health & dental benefits, 

paid vacation and super 

employee discounts! 

Apply in person daily: 

2621 South Loop West 

Houston, TX 7 7 0 5 4 

Ph: (713) 666 -2150 • EOE 

game end in a tie, Wiess will be 
the other playoff team from the 
division. GSA (3-0) punched its 
ticket to the playoffs with a 2-1 
victory in double overtime over 
Will Rice (1-2-1). 

In the Championship Divi-
sion, Jones (3-0) emerged as the 
only unbeaten team after a 2-0 
win over Sid Richardson (2-1). 
The victory guaranteed Jones a 
spot in the playoffs. Martel (1-2) 
earned its first win of the season 
with a 1-0 shutout of winless 
Hanszen (0-4). 

Women's soccer 
GSA (3-0) took a commanding 

lead in the Saturday League with 
a 2-0 win over Will Rice (0-1-1) 
and is assured of a playoff berth. 
The Sunday League featured two 
blowouts, with Sid (2-0) routing 
Hanszen (0-1-1) by a 7-0 score and 
Lovett (1-0-1) recording a 6-0 win 
over Wiess (0-2). 

Women's softball 
GSA (2-0) was the recipient* 

of two forfeit wins at the hands 
of Martel (1-1) and Lovett (1-1) 
in the Cactus League, rendering 
those two teams ineligible for the 
postseason. Jones (1-1) squeaked 
out a victory over Brown (0-2) by 
an 8-7 margin. 

In the Grapefruit League, 
defending champion Hanszen 
(2-0) continued its winning ways 
with a 5-2 victory over Sid (1-1). 
Will Rice (1-1) destroyed a short-
handed Wiess (0-2) squad 27-0. 
If Hanszen beats Wiess, the win-
ner of the Will Rice-Sid matchup 
Monday night will determine the 
second playoff team from the 
Grapefruit League. This game is 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7,38 Value Meals 

#A1 Large Cheese or 
l-topping pizza 

#A 2 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#A3 1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8,30 Value Meals 

#B1 Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours I I am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
©2004 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at participating 
store only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
than $20. Delivery area limited to ensure safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 

BY THE 
NUMB! 
feb.10-15 

Rlc« 
UTEP 

34 29 — 63 
23 26 — 49 

a rematch of last season's semi-
final, won by Will Rice. 

Coed flag football 
In a clash of college football 

titans, Martel (4-0) defeated Sid 
(2-1) by a 10-7 score to claim 
the top spot in the Grey League. 
Brown (1-2) got in the win column 
with a 16-9 win over GSA (0-3). 
After losing to Brown, GSA was 
blown out by Martel 32-0. 

In the Blue League, Hanszen 
(1-3) knocked off Baker (0-4) by 
a 21-2 score. Wiess (3-1) won 
9-0 against previously unbeaten 
Lovett (2-1), and Lovett faced 
defending champion Jones (3-0) 
yesterday to decide the two post-
season teams from the League. 
If Jones won, Jones and Wiess 
will represent the league, but 
if Lovett won, the playoff teams 
will be decided by point dif-
ferential between Jones, Lovett 
and Wiess. 

Men's flag football 
Sid opened its men's flag 

football season with a 26-6 vic-
tory against GSA in the Monday 
League. Sid won the champion-
ship last year over Martel, which 
joined Sid in the win column 
with a narrow 24-22 victory over 
Will Rice. 

Women's volleyball 
Brown opened its title defense 

with a 25-12, 25-17 victory over 
Jones in Monday League action. 
GSA also was a winner Monday 
with a 25-11, 25-12 win against 
Hanszen. 

In the lone Tuesday League 
game, Wiess took care of Martel, 
winning 25-10, 25-15. 

MEN'S TENNIS 

MIAMI B RICE 1 
Feb. 12 .2006 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

1. Tony Haerle/Robert Searie (RU)d. Luigi D'Agony Daniel 
Vallverdu (UM), 9-7 
2. Tim Krebs/Vivek Subramanian (UM) d. Ralph Knup-
fer/Filip Zivojinovic (RU), 9 7 
3. Josh Cohen/Eric Hechtman (UM) d. Ben Harknett/ 
Cristoph Muller (RU). 8 0 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

EAST CAROLINA 84 RICE 62 
Feb. 15, 2006 — Autry Court 

East Carolina 
Rice 

26 28 — 54 
24 38 — 62 

1. D'Agord (UM) d. Searie (RU), 64 ,6 -7 ,1 -0 (104) 
2. Cohen (UM) d. Harknett (RU), 6-2,6-2 
3. Knupfer (RU) d. Vallverdu (UM), 6-4, 3-1, ret. (inj.) 
4. Krebs (UM) d. Haerle (RU), 2-6,6-2,1-0 (11-9) 
5. Hechtmar. (UM) d. Zivojinovic (RU), 6-3,6-4 
6. John Hoyes (UM) d. Rodrigo Gabriel (RU), 6 0 , 7-6 

RICE 2 MICHIGAN S 

East Carolina (7-16,1-9) 
Beale 6-8 3-3 15, Rouse 3 ^ 0 4 6. Hinnant 3-12 2-2 
10, Captain 2-8 4-5 10, Hammonds 1-5 OO 2, McNeil 
O-l 0-0 0, Gagnon 0-1 OO 0, Ingram 0-4 1-2 1, King 
3-5 OO 8, Hart 1-1 O l 2 
Totals: 19-5110-17 54 

Rice (11-12, 5-5) 
Almond 9-18 11-12 30, Moore 0-2 2-4 2, Britton O- l 
0 -00, Killings 0-0 0-0 0, Williams 2-5 2-4 7. Hagen O- l 
0-0 0, Packevicius 0-1 4-6 4, Foster 1-4 0-0 3, Pflieger 
1-4 OO 2, Harrison 6-13 2-2 14 
Totals: 1 9 4 9 21-28 62 

Three-point goals — East Carolina 6-29 (Rouse 0-1, 
Hinnant 2-8, Captain 2-7, Hammonds, McNeil 0-1, 
Ingram 0 4 , King 24) , Rice 3-12 (Almond 1-3, Williams 
1-2, Foster 1 4 , Pflieger 0-2, Harrison O l ) 

Rebounds — East Carolina 27 (Rouse 6), Rice 4 1 
(Harrison 12) 

Assists — East Carolina 12 (McNeil 4, Ingram 4), Rice 
41 (Harrison 12) 

Attendance — 1 , 7 6 4 

RICE 73 TULSA 80 (OT) 
Feb. 11, 2006 — Donald W. Reynolds Center 
Tulsa, Okla. 

Rice 
Tulsa 

26 34 13 — 73 
34 26 20 — 80 

Attendance — 5,707 

Feb. 10 ,2006 — Downtown Club at the Met, Houston 

Double* 

1. Tony Haerle/Robert Searie (RU) d. Daniel Byrnes/ 
Nathan Byrnes (OSU), 9-7 
2. Ralph Knupfer/FilipZivojinovic(RU)d. Felipe Diaz/Ivan 
Puchkarov (OSU), 8 2 
3. Arstem Burmistrau/Tomas Bohunicky (OSU) d. Ben 
Harknett/Rodrigo Gabriel (RU), 8 4 

Singles 
1. D. Byrnes (OSU) d. Searie (RU), 6 - 3 , 6 4 
2. Harknett (RU) d. Bohunicky (OSU), 6 4 , 6 4 
3. Knupfer (RU) d. Diaz (OSU) 8 1 , 8 1 
4. Puchkarov (OSU) d. Haerle (RU) 7 - 5 , 8 3 
5. Burmistrau (OSU) d. Zivojinovic (RU), 8 2 , 8 1 
6. Olexsander Kotsiuk (OSU) d. Jason Mok (RU), 8 3 , 
3 8 , 8 1 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 2, RICE 4 
Feb. 10, 2006 — Downtown Club at the Met, Houston 

Doubles 
Not played 

Singles 
1. Blair DiSesa (RU) d. Anastasia Kugakolova (MSU), 
8 7 (4), 7 8 (4). 8 2 
2. Christine Dao (RU) d. Renee Joseph (MSU), 7-5, 7-5 
3. Martina Banikova (MSU) d. Alanna Rodgers (RU), 
3 8 , 8 2 , 7-5 
4. Tiffany Lee (RU) d. Polina Kokoulina (MSU), 6 4 . 8 0 
5. Medeja Egic (RU) d. Elna de Villiers (MSU), 8 7 (4), 
7-6 (6), 8 2 
6. Tatiana Feit (MSU) d. Kimberle/ ^atenaude (RU), 

RICE 68 TULANE 56 BASEBALL 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

Feb. 12, 2006 — Fogelman Arena, New Orleans, La. 

Rice 
Tulane 

29 39 — 68 
18 38 — 56 

TCU 6 RICE 12 

Rice (11-12, 7-5) 
Stovall 4-7 0-0 11, Neaves 8-11 3-5 19, Berezhynska 
0 4 OO 0, Riverin 4-6 5-8 13, Cunningham 2 4 OO 5, 
Wright OO 0-0 0, Carter OO OO 0. Elder 2 4 2-3 7. 
DuPont 0-1 0-0 0, Loggins 5-7 2-2 13 
Totals: 25-44 12-18 68 

Tulane (11-10, 5-7) 
Montagnino 5-14 4-5 14, Sands 4 10 2-2 10, Brown 
3-9 2-2 8, Langford 7-16 2 2 17, Luckhurst 3-11 OO 
7, Barnes 0 3 0-0 0, Valicevic OO 0-0 0, Staidum 0 3 
0 2 0, Philpots 0 2 OO 2 
Totals: .>2 68 1 0 1 3 26 

Three point goals — Rice 8 1 2 (Stovall 3 4 , Riverin 0 2 . 
Cunningham 1-3, Elder 1-2, Loggins 1-1), Tulane 2-14 
(Montagnino 0 4 , Sands 0 2 , Langford 1-1, Luckhurst 
1-6, Staidum O l ) 

Feb. 12, 2006 — Minute Maid Park, Houston 

Score by Inning R H E 
Texas Tech 000 042 000 — 6 10 4 
Rice 000 113 07X — 12 11 1 

Attendance — 11,512 

RICE 4 TEXAS 5 

Rebounds 
hurst 9) 

Rice 32 (Neaves 12), Tulane 35 (Luck 

Assists — Rice 19 (Stovall, Cunningham 5), Tulane 
13 (Langford 5) 

Attendance — 382 

RICE 49 UTEP 63 
Feb. 10, 2006 — Don Haskins Center, El Paso, Texas 

Feb. 11, 2006 — Minute Maid Park, Houston 

Score by Inning R H E 
Rice 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 — 4 7 1 
Texas 0 0 1 020 002 — 5 10 2 

Attendance — 27,134 

TEXAS TECH 1 RICE 5 _ 
Feb. 10. 2006 — Minute Maid Park, Houston 

Score by Inning R H E 
Texas Tech 000 0 0 1 000 — 1 2 2 
Rice 000 202 10X — 5 5 2 

Attendance — 10.193 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
I hate UT baseball and Augie Garrido 
Taking chances 
Her face is like a big red octagon 
Lance Berkman is the man! 
The waiting game 

The 
R I C l 

C O F F E E H O U S E 
needs your help! 

Please come to the Student Center on Sunday, 
March 5 around 4:00 p.m. to help build 
Coffeehouse's newest aesthetic attraction: 
an installation for the wall. Be a part 
of the Student Center's history. 

A lot of stapling will be done. 
A lot of coffee will be drunk. 
And we'll give you the coffee for free. 
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E N f M & 
are guaranteed Aaron Luna 
home run balls in massive 
quantities. 

FRIDAY 47 
MONDAY 

Beat the ponies 

Rice women's basketball takes on 
the SMU Mustangs. They really 
do call themselves the ponies — I 
can't make this stuff up. They 
make this ridiculous hand sign 
with both hands, they say "Go 
Ponies" and ... I digress. Tipoff is 
at 7 p.m. at, you guessed it, Autry 
Court. 

Make a difference 

Not the subtraction kind, but the 
kind that helps somebody out. 
Teach for America sends college 
graduates to low-income 
communities to teach. The 
deadline to apply is today. 
Questions? Send an e-mail to 
Lulu. Roller@teachforamerica. org. 

Motion to run 

This is the last day to file 
petitions to run for positions in 
the Student Association, Honor 
Council, University Court and 
a bunch of other fairly official-
sounding stuff. Contact each 
organization for particular 
specifications and restrictions. 
TTien go get signatures. Lots 
and lots of signatures. Actually, 
just 25. 

Na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na 

Bat Booooy! See Sid 
Richardson's production of Bat 
Boy: The Musical. The play 
opened Thursday and it continues 
tonight and Saturday. It will also 
run next Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. All shows start at 8 p.m. 
in the Sid Commons. The show 
comes highly recommended, so 

you should check it out. Tickets 
are $4 for Rice students, faculty 
and staff and $6 for anyone else. 

2 0 

SATURDAY 48 
Visitors from the left coast 

Head to Reckling Park to watch 
the Owls take on perennial 
power Long Beach State in a 
hardcore hardball hullabaloo. 
Game time is 1 p.m., and 
attendees are asked not to 
speak in alliteration as poor as 
the one displayed on 
this page. 

The countdown continues 

In three weeks, I hope you 
won't be reading the calendar, 
because I certainly won't be 
writing it. It is three weeks un-
til the Monday of spring break, 
when you should be drinking 
something tropical and wearing 
SPF-30 somewhere in paradise. 
Or Houston. 

days. But seriously, the real 
G-Dub had dentures made of 
hippopotamus teeth and stood 
well over six feet tall. That's 
a founding father who could 
bring some pain. 

FRIDAY 2A 

TUESDAY 2 4 

Di'a de la Bandera 

Those of you who scoff at the 
U.S. Flag Day should use today 
to make your snide remarks 
bilingual. Today is Dia de la 
Bandera, or Mexican Flag Day 
for those of you who don't 
habla espanol. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 34^5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 
on a space available basis. 

SUNDAY 1 0 
ZXL 

This is a great day to celebrate 
how wonderful it is to sleep. Con-
sider it officially mandated that 
every Rice student must take at 
least three hours out of his or 
her Sunday for a delicious nap. 
Have homework to catch up on? 
The three-hour nap will disrupt 
your sleep schedule enough that 
you can stay up until ridiculous 
hours studying. Then meet me at 
Rucci's at 3 a.m. for a delicious, 
unproductive repast. 

No, not the high school in 
River Oaks 

The baseball team takes on 
Lamar University at Reckling 
Park at 3:30 p.m. Free 
baseballs will be given to 
everyone in attendance who 
catches foul balls. Other prizes 
include hot dog wrappers and 
ticket stubs. Fans who really 
want something special should 
head to left field, where they 

Guns don't kill people — brains 
kill people 

Head to Salento Coffee House 
in the Rice Village at 7:30 p.m. 
to talk with a panel of experts 
on the connection between the 
brain and the law. Panelists will 
discuss the effects of recent 
developments in the under-
standing of the subconscious 
on the legal system. This a free 
event, open to the public, and 
attendees are asked to come 
with questions. 

WEDNESDAY 22 
Cash money 

Happy birthday, Georgie boy. 
Today marks the date of birth 
of one famous face — that of 
President George Washington. 
Sure, Washington may grace 
the likes of both the dollar and 
the quarter (Abe has pennies 
and fives, mind you), but he's 
most famous for flying that 
balloon around the world in 80 

Come and Tnjoy 
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Dine-in Cafe 
Catering 
Lunch 

10-6 Mon- Sat 

2512 Rice Blvd. @ Kirby 
Ĉ D' 

ZONE 

10% Off your Meal ca i iFor 

With Rice University I.D. Deta,ls 

Free Wi Fi Available 7 1 3 . 5 2 0 . 5 9 9 3 
w w w . r i c e v i l l a g e . l o g a n f a r m s . c o m 

Take the 30 min. Rice Online Sexual Harassment Training 
Course and complete the online mastery test by February 22 

http://training.newmedialearning 
.com/psh/riceuniv/index.htm 

and be eligible for drawings at your college for FREE \p0<f 
M a n o r and S h u f f l e * 

Upcoming study breaks for all participants with FREE B(oe 
BeM /ce Creato and Papa John's Pizza! 

You must take the course and complete the online mastery test to be 
eligible for door prizes and food. Study break dates forthcoming! 
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RICE 

Sponsored by the Offices of the President, Dean of Undergraduates and Equal Employment and 
Opportunities Programs 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
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Leebron accidentally shoots Board of Trustees chair 
James Crownover takes light rail to go duck hunting in Hermann Park, gets shot in face 

The g g p 
"Please e-mail us quotes 

that are funny" 
Misclass 

"Killing is like masturbation. You're 
looking forward to it, then you do it 

and you feel dirty afterwards." 
— Wiess senior 

"You not supposed to talk!" 
— Math professor to prospie 

Misconnections 
You were my top match on the 

Valentine's MeetSheet survey. I saw 
you in pub and you were really cute. I 
tried to catch you as you left, but you 
went too fast so I kept trying to get 

your attention as you walked back to 
Ski. You kept glancing over your shoul-
der, teasing me with your eyes. When 

you pulled out the pepper spray, i knew 
you were just playing hard to g e t I had 
to start running pretty fast to keep up, 
so I hit the ground pretty hard when 
you yelled for that RUPD guy to 

help and he tackled me. As they 
were cuffing me I asked you 
for your number—was 
that a 7 o r a l for the 

second digit? 

President David Leebron shot 
Board of Trustees chair James 

Crownover (Hanszen '65) duringaduck 
hunting trip in Hermann Park. Jimmy 
C., as he is now known to the Backpage, 
is in the intensive care unit of Memorial 
Hermann Hospital. 

While the Leebron administration 
has attempted to cover up the severity 
of the injury, doctors on the case have 
not been as optimistic. 

"He got shot in the face!" Dr. 
Goldbergmanswiegthal said. "I don't 
think I can put it much simpler. Bam! 
Shotgun right in the freakin' kisser. 
That's not OK. What's wrong with you 
people — I feel like I'm taking crazy 
pills. He got shot in the face!" 

However, Leebron's spokeswoman, 
Maryana Iskander (Wiess '97), has 
attempted to downplay the situation. 

"Now, no one pay attention to the 
fact that Leebron didn't have a hunting 
license and that he was hunting ducks 
at Hermann Park or that he had a few 
beers beforehand," Iskander said. 
"Because we all know who the real 

ri 

Map of the 
events in 

question 
1. Leebron and Jimmy C. 
depart Lovett Hall and 

head over to Medical Center light rail stop, shotguns 
in hand. 

2. Leebron and Jimmy C. board light rail. 
3. Leebron arid Jimmy C. snicker about a hobo and swing 

on the bars. They are confronted by an officer about their 
shotguns, to which they simultaneously respond. "DO YOU 

KNOW WHO WE ARE?!" 
4. Leebron and Jimmy C. depart light rail and head over to 

duck pond. 
5. Leebron shoots Jimmy C. in face. 
6. Leebron runs around in circles, totally freaking out, until he ironically runs into 
the cop he previously dismissed on the light rail. 

drunkard is around 
here: Dr. Goldbergman-
swiegthal. So don'ttrust 
anything he says." 

President Leebron 
himself has had two 
polar-opposite reac-
tions to the course of 
events, all within one 
press conference. 

"While I am sorry 
that I hit my friend, it was 
not my fault," Leebron 
said. "He was standing 
in front of me completely 
still, not shouting or 
anything. How was I 
supposed to know he 
was there? I'm praying 
for his health. I mean, 
sure, I feel horrible. I 
know he must feel bad, 
but I feel worse. This 
is the worst day of my 
life. I'm so sorry, it's all 
my fault, please feel bad 
for me." 

Supporters of the 
Leebron administration 
have brushed off the 
shooting as merely a 
grazing with a pellet gun 
and have expressed con-
cern for the emotional 
state of the president, while opposition 
holds that Leebron shot someone in 
the face with a shotgun. 

However, the Leebron administra-
tion still maintains that his actions then, 

Look out Jimmy, Leebron's packin' heat! 
Leebron goes duck hunting at Hermann Park with Jim Crownover. Remember, since 
he's the president he is always right. If he shot you, it is your fault for standing in 
the way. Besides, Jimmy C. might have been hiding kegs of mass intoxication. 

now and forever are always right. 
"It's not like these were two 

irresponsible lacrosse players doing 
shots until one of them got danger-
ously shitfaced — they deserve to be 

severely punished," Iskander said. 
"These were two responsible adults 
shooting ducks until one of them 
got dangerously shot in the face, a 
perfectly excusable mistake." 
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Artists'renditions of what Leebron saw before shooting Jimmy C. 
Although a low-resolution perception of duck hunting makes it seem like only an idiot could mistake a man for a duck, 
higher resolution makes the subtleties more obvious — allowing one to understand how Leebron could accidentally 
shoot Jimmy. Remember, switch to pistol if he gets too far away. Just hope he doesn't leave a suicide grenade. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

WILLYS PUS 
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his weeks wonderful events tit I'ul 

Tuesday, Feb 21 

RAW K PUB NIGH I 

day, Feb 2 0 
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Wednesday, Feb 22 

HA'I III 01 l l l l M XI STKIVIANK.II 

Thursday, Feb 23 

VIE S 
I'uh Night 

HOUSING 

F O R R E N T 2 B / 2 B h o u s e 
located in upper Kirby District . 
Vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors 
throughout with tile in kitchen and bath. 
Appliances include: washer /dryer , 
refrigerator, range, and dishwasher. 
Water is included. Call (832) 814-7880. 
$1400.00. 

TWO CLEAN, FURNISHED rooms 
for rent in quiet, new West U home; 
convenient to bus line, med center, 
Rice and Greenway Plaza. $400/ 
month, $200 deposit, $50/month 
electricity/gas/water. Call Mary at 
(713) 839-9045. 

M U S E U M D I S T R I C T : GRAD 
students- don't live in the lab. Large 
two bedroom, two bath apartment 
in small quiet building at 4200 Mt. 
Vernon. Hardwood floors, central air 
and heat, assigned garage parking, 
on site laundry. $945 with lease and 
deposit. Andover (713) 524-3344. 

HELP WANTED 

EARN $1000-5000 PER week in 
your own prestigious home-based 
business. Top notch products being sold 
in 30+ countries worldwide by doctors, 
students, attorneys, etc. Not MLM. Call 
(800) 5960135 for free CD. 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 
per day potential. No experience 
necessary. Training provided. Age 18+ 
OK. (800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 
CONSULTING FIRM is s eek ing 
part-time interns (upto20hrs./wk) for 
construction management and claims 
services. Responsibilities may include 
u p d a t i n g or ana lyz ing p r o j e c t 
schedules, cost estimating and quantity 
take-offs, constructability and design 
reviews, reviewing and analyzing 
project delays and productivity losses, 
and performing analysis of complex 
construction and engineering related 
claims and disputes. E-mail resume to 
employment@ticinternational.com. 

A F T E R N O O N B A B Y S I T T F R 
N E E D E D for two e l e m e n t a r y 
s c h o o l - a g e d c h i l d r e n ( i n 
Memorial area). Must be responsible, 
friendly, outgoing, and experienced. 
Responsibilities: driving children to 
after-school activities, helping with 
homework, and some errand-running. 
Pay negotiable. Greer Mendelow 
(713) 302-0174. 

WE ARE A family in need of a 
responsible student to help with 
babysitting and small errands. We 
can g u a r a n t e e several hour s of 
work each week. Having your own 
vehicle required. Call (713) 304-4689 to 
arrange an interview. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card payment 
must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. prior 
to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any reason 
and does not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:employment@ticinternational.com

