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Campus power outage 
causes little disruption 

by Risa Gordon and Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EPrTORlAL STAFF 

All of campus lost power for about two 
hours Wednesday morning when three 
transformers shut down off campus. The 
power loss disrupted Internet and e-mail 
service for several hours after power was 
restored. 

At 2:17 a.m., an insulator failed at 
Centerpoint Energy's Garrett substation, 
Assistant Vice President for Project Man-
agement and Engineering DougTomlinson 
said. The failure shorted out two of the 
substation's four transformers, and another 
transformer shut down for safety reasons, 
Tomlinson said. Centerpoint restored 
power at about 4:15 a.m., Tomlinson said. 

Information Technology 
After power outages during an August 

thunderstorm and during Hurricane Rita in 
September, ITs old Uninterruptable Power 
Supply units were replaced. UPS units allow 
IT systems to funcdon during brief power 

surges — which Vice Provost for Information 
Technology Kamran Khan said have occurred 
six to eight times since the units were installed 
at the beginning of the fall semester. 

The UPS units can provide power for about 
15-20 minutes, Khan said. 

"It allows us to shut off some systems, so 
when the power does come back, the services 
or servers come up very cleanly," Khan said. 

Most IT systems were restored between 5:30 
and 7:30 a.m. Wednesday, Khan said. 

"This is a much improved time for restora-
tion of our core services," Khan said. "By 8:00, 
most services, including e-mail and Web, were 
available to the campus." 

However, Khan said he hopes IT will become 
more efficient at shutting off systems. 

"We weren't able to shut all of them down, and 
we can do a better of job of logging in remotely 
and doing more of them," Khan said. 

Khan said essential systems — such as 
the network, e-mail, Web services and ad-
ministrative systems — are shut down and 
restarted first. 

See POWER, page 7 

Life on the light rail 
MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Students crowded onto the METRORail Feb. 2 to attend the annual 100 Days party, held at 
Opus nightclub. For more opportunities to hop the METRORail and see the Houston scene, 
turn to the Lifestyles section, pages 11-13. 

IAN WHITE'THRESHER 

You 've got a prayer against Memphis 
Lovett College senior Jamaal Moore drives to the basket for a lay-up against third-ranked 
University of Memphis Feb. 4 at Autry Court. The Owls were down 15 points in the second 
half but came within three points of the upset. (See story, page 14.) 

Masters reject Beer-Bike 
theme after complaints 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAI, STAFF 

Baker College voted for "What would Jesus 
brew?" as its Beer-Bike theme Jan. 26, but 
Baker College masters Jose Aranda and Krista 
Comer overturned that theme Tuesday after 
some students complained and no compromise 
could be reached. 

"We ask that the Beer-Bike coordinators 
reopen the whole process for selecting a Beer 
Bike theme," Aranda, an English professor, 
read from a prepared statement at the cabinet 
meeting Tuesday. "We wish them not to accept 
any theme that might prove significantly divi-

sive for the college to entertain. 'What would 
Jesus brew?' is not a viable theme." 

Aranda also sent the statement to the entire 
college via e-mail after the meeting. 

After discussions with the masters, the Beer-
Bike coordinators announced at the cabinet 
meeting that Bakerstudentscould submit new 
theme ideas within 24 hours. The coordinators 
said they would send all of the proposed ideas 
to college members, who would have another 
24 hours to voice objections before any of the 
themes were placed on a new ballot. 

On Wednesday night, the Beer-Bike 
coordinators sent the e-mail containing all 

See THEME, page 4 

Student detains suspected thief 
after backpack taken at party 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER El >rn>RLAL STAFF 

A student detained a suspected 
thief Feb. 4. The non-Rice suspect 
was fou nd with belongings that had 
been reported missing during the 
Jones College "Carnival" public-
party that night. 

Rice University Police Depart-
ment lieutenant Phil Hassell said 
RUPD received three different 
complaints from students who 
had belongings stolen after leaving 
them near the party's disc jockey. 
One of the complainants was 
Will Rice College junior Sabrina 
Bartlett, who went to the party 
after an EMT shift at Memorial 
Hermann Hospital. 

Bartlett said she was returning 
to Will Rice when she saw a man 
with a backpack talking on a cell 
phone near Duncan Hall. Bartiett 

said she recognized the backpack 
as hers. 

"I flew into a rage and ripped it off 
the guy," Bartlett said. 

Bartlett then held his shirt to 
prevent him from leaving, took his 
wallet, called RUPD and read his 
name to them. 

"I had this death grip on his 
shirt, and I told him he wasn't going 
anywhere, because I was so angry," 
Bartlett said. 

Bartlett said she held the suspect 
until RUPI) officers arrived and hand-
cuffed him. 

Bartlett said the suspect had bor-
rowed another Rice student's cell 
phone to place a call to his friends, who 
then called back on the cell phone after 
the phone was returned to its owner. 
The student answered and found out 
where the suspect's friends were 
located on campus, Bartiett said. 

Hassell said RUPD officers later 

arrested the friends. Two males were 
arrested for cocaine possession, and 
two females were given criminal 
trespass warnings and city citations 
for minor in consumption and curfew 
violations. 

Hassell said the suspects — none 
of whom go to Rice — tested positive 
for cocaine in their noses but told 
officers they had not done cocaine 
while at Rice. 

Bartlett said officers found two 
other people's belongings in the back-
pack. Some of Bartlett's possessions 
iiad been removed from the backpack, 
but they were all eventually found, 
Bartiett said. 

Bartlett said she was so angry to 
see someone with her backpack that 
she did not consider the consequences 
before confronting him. 

"It probably wasn't the safest thing 
to do, but 1 didn't really think about 
it," Bartlett said. 

INSIDE 

Academic deadlines 
Today is the deadlilne to drop 

courses without a fee or to add 
courses. It is also the deadline 
to complete late registration. 
Be sure to talk to your major 
or divisional adviser to get your 
alternate PIN. 

Vagina Monologues 
Join in the global campaign to 

raise awareness about violence 
against women by watching the 
V gina Monologues tonight or 
Saturday. The performances will 
take place in the l>ovett Under-
grounds at 8 p.m. Tickets cost $5 
for Rice community members and 
are available from the Women's 
Resource Center or at lunch. 

Sing and joke 
T h e P h i l h a r m o n i c s and 

Spontaneous Combustion are 
performing tonight at Hamman 
Hall at 9 p.m. 

OPINION Page 3 
Bush cannot connect ihe dots 

LIFESTYLES 
Exploring OuilCon 

Page 1 1 

SPORTS Page 14 
Houston Baseball Classic preview 

Quote of the Week 
"Human rights cannot be dropped 
on people like cluster bombs. You 
cannot export democracy like a 
commodity to other countries." 
— Nobel Peace Prize Winner Shirin 
Ebadi on Iraq. See story, page 5. 

Scoreboard 
Men's Basketball 
Rice 78. Marshall 75 (0T) 
Women's Basketball 
East Carolina 65, Rice 73 
Baseball 
McNeese State 2, Rice 6 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Rain, 43-66 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 33-58 degrees 
Sunday 
Sunny. 37-60 degrees 
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Baker Beer-Bike theme 
suggestions inconsiderate 

The diversity of the colleges is one of the most compelling reasons 
to have them. For almost 60 years, Rice has built a residential system 
that aims to be inclusive and supportive of all students. Without it, we 
might as well be living in faceless dorms or exclusive fraternities. 

But the kind of diversity for which the college system strives does 
not come automatically, as evidenced by problems with minority flight 
and the alienation of other non-majority groups—non-drinkers come to 
mind—from on-campus life. A diverse environment requires respect for 
fellow college members and a sensitivity to what may be offensive. And it 
requires student leaders who uphold these ideals. On Wednesday night, 
Baker College failed to meet these standards. (See story, page 1.) 

After a contentious debate over the Beer-Bike theme — What 
Would Jesus Brew? — that won the college's vote and that offended 
some Baker students, the masters rejected the theme and asked the 
college to reopen the selection process. Students responded with 
100 themes, which were compiled and sent by e-mail to the college 
listserv Wednesday night. Most of the new themes lashed out at the 
students who objected to the original theme. Among the most of-
fensive were: Transfer to Baylor Bike, Campus Crusade for Cognac 
and Religious Organizations Should Be Censored Bike. 

These themes and many others conveyed a profound lack of respect 
for a minority opinion. They mocked the objections to the original theme 
and essentially said: Agree with us, or you are not welcome here. 

Every undergraduate is invested in the college system, because 
all undergraduates give their colleges money, time and trust. That 
means every student has the right to object to a Beer-Bike theme, 
and all college leaders should err on the side of caution when using 
the college's mass e-mail resources to send official messages. 

Of course, such intolerance could have come from any college. So 
we hope every college — and particularly every college's leadership 
— will take steps to ensure such material does not get sent to other 
college listservs. 

The executive committee of every college should have — and 
use — the power to veto offensive themes for any college-wide event 
before they are disclosed to the college at large. 

Outage well handled 
At around 2:30 a.m. Wednesday, the first thought that crossed our 

minds was: "Crap. The power's out. We're going to be without campus 
Internet access for hours. Our Facebook accounts will go dormant 
and our WebCT assignments will be left undone." 

We are delighted to have been wrong. 
Information Technology acted quickly Wednesday morning to 

minimize the disruption to essential services. IT rightly prioritized 
getting network and e-mail systems back up — the department 
took care to minimize the damage to these systems and repair 
them swiftly. 

Facilities, Engineering and Planning did their part too, recovering 
the campus from a massive outage — the occurrence of which was 
beyond their control — in less than two hours. 

Compared to August's outage, we are impressed with the im-
provements IT and FE&P have made in their response times and 
effectiveness. When the next outage hits, our first thought will 
surely be: "Let's forget Facebook and WebCT and go play flashlight 
tag for a while." 

Bush: Give us a day off 
Valentine's Day used to be something meaningful. It used to be 

a day when we could cuddle up with our significant others and gaze 
longingly into each other's eyes. It used to be about love. 

OK, that's a lie. Actually, the best thing about the Valentine's Day 
of old was that there was usually a College Classic baseball game 
scheduled downtown that evening. It made for a perfect date. But 
now the games are two, three and four days prior. 

And, to make matters worse, the Hallmark holiday falls on a Tues-
day this year. Even if we wanted to use the evening for activities such 
as those described in our schmaltzy first paragraph, we wouldn't be 
able to — thanks to homework and class. 

There is only one solution: President George W. Bush must declare 
Valentine's Day a national holiday, to be observed on a Monday or 
a Friday in a labor Day-esque fashion. Then we will have time to 
make the day special, either by canoodling with a special someone 
or heckling IJT (or both simultaneously). 

While we await a response from the White House, we encourage 
you to make the best of a less than ideal situation and take your date to 
the UT game on Saturday. Or OwlCon. Whatever floats your boat. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Separate church and 
state, not culture 
To the editor: 

Our g o v e r n m e n t m a n d a t e s a 
separation of church and state, not 
church and pop culture. If someone 
can use the Napoleon Dynamite 
phrase as a catchy theme for Beer-
Bike, why is it a problem for him 
or her to use it as a catchy way 
to express religious beliefs ("God 
goods insulting to religious, secular 
groups," Feb. 3) ? I am a Christian and 
while 1 would not necessarily design 
or buy a shirt that says "Jesus died 
for Pedro," I do not see why it is a 
problem if someone else does. 

I do not mean to sound cliche, but 
we practice freedom of speech in this 
country and that means people will 
get offended. For example, the 2004 
Wiess College Night of Decadence 
theme "NOD Bless America" both-
ered me, but I do not feel I have the 
authority to tell the NOD planning 
committee that they must exclude 
all religious references when com-
ing up with a theme. 

The use of a pop culture phrase in 
a religious context does not weaken 
the image of the Christian church. 
Some people expect Christ ians to 
live up to this "holier than thou" 
ideal. We have fun, too. Many of the 
youth church re t reats I have gone 
to use themes that relate to pop 
culture because the youth can relate 
to them. It makes the image of the 
Christian church s t ronger because 
it shows that as society changes 
with time, the same convictions of 
the Bible are still pert inent in our 
lives today. 

Dam Ufot 
hivett junior 

Columnist mistaken 
on Jesus' thoughts 

To the editor: 
Please correc t Julia Burs ten 's 

column, which implies that Jesus 
had in mind anyone in particular as 
he walked through Jerusalem carry-

ing the cross. It was the early church 
— not Jesus — that depicted him as 
the sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
Please let her know that there are 
Protestants who believe that Jesus ' 
death was not his idea — or God's 
idea — at all. 

In fact, Jesus ' death did away with 
the entire sacrificial system of the 
Temple — rendered it moot — but 
that 's another story. Actually, I liked 
Burs ten 's column. I think Pedro 
should be left fictitious. And Jesus 
should not show up on T-shirts. 

Nadine Hundertmark 
Mother of a Lovett freshman 

Frustrated students 
should take action 
To the editor: 

Every day I hear s tudents moan 
about the futility of the Iraq invasion 
and criticize President George W. 
Bush's rampant abuse of executive 
power. I applaud Rice students for 
being informed about current events 
and voicing their opinions, but unfor-
tunately lunch table conversations 
are not productive. If you disagree 
with the U.S. politics, do something 
about it. 

In the 1970s, evangelist Chris-
tians abhorred the United States' 
liberal policies. Not only did they 
vote for conservative politicians, but 
they also galvanized their supjK>rters 
to impact politics at the grassroots 
level. For example, Phyllis Schlafly 
mounted the successful campaign 
to defeat the Equal Rights Amend-
ment. Although I disagree with the 
religious right's message, I admire 
that g r o u p ' s tenaci ty toward its 
cause—within 30years the religious 
right capitalized upon grassroots 
power to control all th ree branches 
of government . 

Politically disgruntled Rice stu-
dents should imitate the tactics of 
the religious right. Political change 
is poss ib le but only if s t u d e n t s 
get involved. 

T h e r e a re n u m e r o u s Rice c lubs 
dedicated to impacting politics but 
practically no club m e m b e r s . Al-
though many s tuden t s a re against 

the Iraq war and despi te the dedica-
tion of the c lub 's leadersh ip . Rice 
for Peace is practically de func t 
b e c a u s e so few s tuden t s bo the r to 
a t tend meet ings . 

A p a t h y is c o m m o n a m o n g 
many liberal clubs. As the ACLU 
pres ident , I am f rus t ra ted by Rice 
s tudents ' lack of des i re to volunteer 
within the Houston communi ty or 
even to attend one-hour on-campus 
meet ings . In lieu of complaining, 
take action. 

Jordana Mosten 
Rice ACLU president 

Will Rice senior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Letters to the editor should 
be sent to the Thresherby e-mail 
to thresher@rice.edu. l e t t e r s 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• l e t t e r s should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
T h e Thresher r e s e rve s the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$125 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advertisements. Ad-
vertisements must be received 
by 5p.m. on the Monday prior 
to a Friday publication date. 
Mease contact our advertising 
manager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-adsMrice. edu for more 
information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Guest column 

Bush's poor logic fails to connect the dots 
I remember the workbooks we 
had as kindergarteners. Some pages 
were for coloring, some pages were 
for mazes and some pages were 
for connecting the dots. 
P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e W. 

Bush seems to remember 
them as well, because he 
has been using the phrase 
" c o n n e c t t h e d o t s " a 
lot lately. 

When I listened to his 
State of the Union ad-
dress, I hoped he would 
connect some of his poli-
cies with lines of logic 
for me. Instead, I'm even 
more confused than I was 
before the speech. 

Where is the line connect ing 
the intent of the Constitution and 
expanding executive power? T h e 
p res iden t said t h e au thor i ty to 
enact his new wiretapping policies 
comes from the Constitution. What 
he means, according to Attorney 
General Alberto Gonzales (Lovett 
79) , is that when Congress autho-
rized the use of force against ter-
rorism, it meant h e could use any 
means necessa ry to achieve those 
goals. I do not see the connection 
between Congress authorizing a 
limited use of force in response to 
terrorist at tacks on our soil and a 
domestic wiretapping policy five 
years later. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , Bush ha s been 
advocat ing his u se of the line item 
veto. Essential ly, t h e p re s iden t 
wants to be able to sign a law 
passed by C o n g r e s s while s tr iking 
cer ta in par t s . I fail to see the line 
connec t ing the c h e c k s and bal-

Kirti 
Datla 

ances laid out by the Const i tut ion 
and the ability of a p res iden t to 
ignore an act of Congress . 

W h e r e is t h e l ine b e t w e e n 
Bush ' s ene rgy p romise s 
and d e p e n d e n c e on Saudi 
Arabia? In h i s s p e e c h , 
t h e p r e s i d e n t sa id t h e 
United States is addicted 
to oil and cal led fo r a 
75 percen t reduct ion in 
U.S. oil impor t s by 2025. 
T h e next day, Nat ional 
Public Radio repor ted that 
the pres ident told Saudi 
Arabia he did not really 

mean what h e said. A tax 
cut for r e s e a r c h is not 

e n o u g h — U.S. oil companies have 
to know that t he r e is a credible risk 
of dec reased foreign oil impor t s 
be fo re they change the i r ways. 

Where is the line between the No 
Child Left Behind Act and our poor 
international education ranking?The 
president cited rising test scores as 
proof of the program's success. I 
wonder if he knows passing grades on 
the tests are being lowered, teachers 
are teaching to the test and student 
inquisitiveness is not being served. 

W h e r e is t h e l ine b e t w e e n 
denouncing isolationism and pur-
suing a go-it-alone foreign policy? 
T h e president called isolationism a 
false comfort , and his policies have 
proven that t rue . Our foray into 
democracy-building in the Middle 
East has earned us the label of an 
isolationist country . T h e United 
Nations char te r was signed in the 
U.S., but we shunned both its main 
principles, peace and consensus , 
when we went to war. 

And now that Iran has violated the 
Nuclear N on-Proliferation Treaty, we 
find it odd that others are hesitant 
to join the U.S. in condemning an-
other nation. Perhaps the president 
was so busy connecting the dots 
that he didn't have t ime to read 
The Boy Who Cried Wolf 

W h e r e is t h e l ine b e t w e e n 
s p e a k i n g our m i n d s and b e i n g 
immoral? T h e Pres ident ' s speech 
was peppered with heavy words: 
values, morals, courage, f reedom, 
enemies . He said the deba tes of the 
past do not mat ter and that the only 
option the U.S. has is to cont inue to 
fight. When m e m b e r s of Congress , 
r epor t e r s or s tudents compare this 
war to wars of the past, we are told 
his tory holds no lessons for us. It 
worr ies me that if the courageous 
option is to fight, my quest ioning 
t h e logic of my l e a d e r s m a k e s 
me a coward. To me, courage is 
th inking—not with a herd n teutality 
but with individualism, a value on 
which this count ry was founded. 

I respect those with d i f ferent 
opinions as long as they justify them. 
If there is no justification, then there 
can be no valid debate. All I want, 
as a Democrat and more simply as 
a citizen, is to have a president who 
makes rational and logical policy. I 
might not always agree with it, but at 
least then I would understand it. 

I think 111 have to send Bush a con-
nect-the-dots book for his birthday. 
Hopefully I can find one with animal-
human hybrids — even Republicans 
like a good joke. 

Kirti Datla is a Sid Richardson College 
sophomore and news page designer. 

Rice Voices 

Miss America misses target of promoting merit 
F o r m o s t of my generation, the 
Miss America scholarship — yes, 
scholarship — competition is just 
another television show awash with 
beautiful women and real-
ity show qualit ies. Like 
Groundhog Day, it happens 
every winter without much 
notice, and few would call 
the resul ts newsworthy. 

Anions the friends I asked, 
few had ever seen t h e 
pageant in its entirety. Jen-
nifer Barry of Oklahoma, 
crowned this year's winner 
in January, is certainly no 
household name. But well-
known or not, the pageant 
is a backward institution of American 
culture that needs to change. 

Despite being a self-proclaimed 
scholarship competition, the Miss 
America competition was and is a 
delicate balancing act. It objectifies 
women while providing them with 
exciting educational opportunities 
and promotes traditional roles while 
encouraging independence. And Miss 
America glorifies women's intellectual 
capacities while displaying highly ste-
reotypical ideas of female sexuality. 

The original Miss America pageant 
hit the stage in 1921 as a promotional 
gimmick designed by Atlantic City 
business owners who hoped to stretch 
the tourist season until I^aborDay.The 
pageant quickly evolved into a jx>wcr-
ful cultural institution. Being crowned 
the country's most beautiful woman 
was a small town girl's one-way ticket 
out of domestic dependency and into 
fame, freedom and limitless opportu-
nity in any field. As ambitious young 
men aspired to be president of the 
United States, young girls dreamed 
of being Miss America. 

In 1945, the Miss America pageant 
became one of the first organiza-
tions in the country to offer college 
scholarships to women. By the 1960s, 
more than 40 percent of American 
households tuned in to cheer on their 
state's leading lady. 

Along with the instant fame came 
a sizeable cash-in. Miss America 1926 
reportedly made more than $100,000 
in speaking fees during her reign, 
which surpassed the annual incomes 

Jo 
Kent 

of Babe Ruth and the U.S. president. 
Miss America 1984, then-controversial 
Vanessa Williams, pulled in $125,(XX) 
beyond her scholarship winnings in 

less than 10 months. 
Since then, the compe-

tition ha s fallen f rom its 
pedestal and b e c o m e a 
stale, obl igatory U.S. tra-
dition with a sizable but 
consis tent ly d e c r e a s i n g 
cash prize of $292,500. 
In despera t ion for view-
ers . the competi t ion now 
shameless ly appea ls to 
sex with skimpy bikinis in 
the swimsuit competi t ion 
and a sho r t ened broad-

cast length — mostly squeez ing 
the talent port ion of the show. T h e 
pageant failed to make the airwaves 
in 2005, and niche channel . Count ry 
Music Television will show it in 
2006 and 2007. 

Unlike most Miss America critics, 
I am not condemning to extinction 
this television tradition, which suj>-
porters claim is the nation's most 
venerable scholarship competition. 
Instead, I question the legitimacy 
of the competition itself and the 
message it sends women, especially 
young girls. 

A scholarship competition should 
be based primarily on a candidate's 
academic and intellectual merits . 
With Miss America, however, the 
mini-interview and talent competi-
tion seem like mere formali t ies. 
This scholarship competition values 
beauty far beyond intellectual talents 
and as a result is not about a well-
rounded Miss America. 

The winner of Miss America 
receives a scholarship to continue 
her education, but almost every 2006 
finalist tap danced, ballet danced or 
sang to win. These skills are admi-
rable indeed, but not one of the con-
testants who advanced to the talent 
competition was pursuing music or 
arts-related professions. 

This is not to say that Miss America 
contestants are unintelligent women. 
They seem bright and ambitious dur-
ing the three minutes of conversation 
the audience and judges hear. But the 
ability to prowl the catwalk in high 

heels and a bikini has nothing to do 
with intelligence or scholarship. 

To Miss America's credit, pageant 
officials introduced a new competition 
in 1989 called "the platform," which 
required contestants to demonstrate 
an ongoing commitment to a social 
problem and back it up with commu-
nity service. C all me crazy, but I would 
also like to see these talented young 
women present the ideas behind their 
service platforms. Barry said her top 
priority as Miss America will be fight-
ing drunk driving, but viewers saw no 
presentation given nor articles written 
on that topic. 

The truth is that beautiful bodies 
and perfect hair take precedence over 
the supposed scholarly nature of Miss 
America. If so, then fine. Just don't call 
it a scholarship competition. 

Jo Kent is a Baker College senior. 

Guest column 

Vagina Monolouges gives 
women expression, hope 
This weekend, in honor of 
V - D a y — a n a t i o n a l c a m -
paign to s top violence agains t 
women — Rice is hos t ing The 
Vagina Monologues. 
A l t h o u g h t h e p l ay 
openly d i scusses sex 
and sexual i ssues , it 
actually helps stop vio-
lence against women 
in t h r ee ways. First , 
it s e n d s the m e s s a g e 
that women can and 
s h o u l d ta lk o p e n l y 
about the i r sexuality. 
Second, it h ighl ights 
important issues relat-
ed to violence against 
women th rough both the content 
of the mono logues and V-Day 
spot l ight campaigns . And th i rd , 
The Vagina Monologues finan-
cially empower s local g ras s roo t s 
organiza t ions that work to s top 
violence against women. 

The award-winning play by Eve 
Ensler includes scenes of women 
orgasming loudly on stage and 
flaunting their shor t skirts. Sit-
ting in the audience, one might 
legitimately wonder how watching 
a woman climax in front of 150 
awkward audience members helps 
stop violence against women. 

The answer is that The Vagina 
Monologues allows women to talk 
about their own sexuality in a real 
and uncensored way. 

Vaginas, and all things associ-
ated with them, are not exactly 
a socially acceptable topic. By 
confronting the topic of female 
sexuality, The Vagina Monologues 
breaks down barr iers that prevent 
women everywhere fromhonestly 
sharing their sexual experiences, 
both good and bad. While many 
of the monologues do not include 
expl ici t r e f e r e n c e s to s exua l 
or domestic violence, all of the 
monologues — whether they deal 
with short skirts, sexual pleasure 
or traumatic rape — help end this 
violence. If it becomes easier for 
women to talk about sex, even 
pleasurable sex, then it will be 
easier for them to come forward 
and talk about rape and other 
violent sexual acts. 

The play also highlights the sto-
riesofwomen who have experienced 
sexual violence. Their stories are 
painful to hear, but hearing them 
helps emphasize that horrible vio-
lence against women — including 
rape, battery, incest, female genital 
mutilation and sexual slavery—still 
occurs today. Sometimes it is neces-

Kim 
Swanson 

sary to hear the stories to be forced 
to ac t And act we mus t 

Each year, V-Day spotlights a 
group of women who are or have 

expe r i enced violence, 
to raise awareness and 
money. This year's V-Day 
spotlight, as mentioned 
in the play's program, is 
on the "comfort women," 
who were forced to offer 
sexual services to the Jap-
anese military between 
1932 and 1945. Between 
50,000 to 200,000 women 
were sexually violated. 
Survivors in South Korea 
have protested in front 

of the Japanese embassy weekly 
for more than 10 years, but the 
Japanese government still denies 
legal responsibility. 

Vaginas, and all 
things associated 
with them, are not 
exactly a socially 
acceptable topic. 

As survivors die without repa-
rations, V-Day has joined with 
organizat ions across East and 
Southeas t Asia to launch the 
"Global V-Day Campaign for Jus-
tice to 'Comfort Women.'" 

In addition to raising awareness. 
The Vagina Monologues also raises 
money to help stop violence against 
women. Ensler requires any group 
performing The Vagina Monologues 
to donate all proceeds to awomen's 
charitv. Rice's proceeds will go to 
the Houston Area Women'sCenter, 
so by coming to the show, you can 
help a local charity that spends 88 
cents of every dollar donated on 
client services. 

The Vagina Monologues s ends 
a m e s s a g e of sadness . It r eminds 
us that until the violent c r imes 
that plague women are openly 
c o n f r o n t e d , v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t 
women will never end. But it 
a lso g i v e s us h o p e , b e c a u s e 
if w o m e n c o n t i n u e t a l k i n g , 
p e r h a p s one day the world will 
listen and act. 

Kim Swanson is a Sid Richardson 
college senior. Althea Tupper. a 
Henszen college junior, contributed 
to this column. They are co-directors 
of The Vagina Monologues. 
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THEME 
From page 1 

proposed themes to the Baker list-
serv. There were 100 in total, and 
about 70 of the themes referenced 
either Christianity or the complaints 
about "What would Jesus brew?" 
Proposed themes included "FUN-
damentalism bike," "My way or the 
highway bike," "What wouldn't Jesus 
brew?" and "Jesus drank beer bike." 
Also included were unrelated themes 
such as "Little shots of horror" and 
"April boozeday." 

Baker Beer-Bike Coordinator 
Patrick Steed, a sophomore, said 
he and the other coordinators were 
surprised by the number of theme 
suggestions. Steed said they decided 
to forward most of the list to the col-
lege because the coordinators had 
said they would include every pro-
posal. Baker President Ryan Peacock 
said he also saw the list of themes 
and approved of the coordinators' 
decision. He said some suggestions 
were removed from the list. 

"There were a couple that were 
submitted as a joke and were clearly 
not going to have any chance of pass-
ing," Peacock, a senior, said. 

Comer, also an English professor, 
said she and Aranda were displeased 
that the e-mail contained offensive 
themes. 

"We explicitly asked people not to 
submit divisive themes at cabinet," 
Comer said. 

She said the e-mail did not comply 
with the agreement she and Aranda 
reached with the coordinators and 
that was sent to the college listserv 
after cabinet. 

"It was not in the spirit of commu-
nity," Comer said. "We'll be working 
with the Beer-Bike coordinators to 
straighten things out." 

Baker's process of selecting a 
Beer-Bike theme began when the 
coordinators asked for suggestions 
in a Jan. 22 e-mail. After receiving 
ideas at the J an. 24 cabinet meeting, 

the coordinators sent an e-mail to the 
listserv, asking for ideas again and an-
nouncing the eight already-proposed 
themes that would be on the ballot 
later that week at lunch. 

No more themes were submit-
ted, and about 100 of the approxi-
mately 300 Baker students voted 
Jan. 26. The college used a pref-
erential voting system, and "What 
would Jesus brew?"—which had 31 
first-place votes to the runner-up's 
12 — emerged as the winner but 
was not immediately announced to 
the college. 

Baker Beer-Bike Coordinator 
Karen Spitzfaden said she and the 
other coordinators had reservations 
about the theme. 

"We almost didn't want the 
theme to win," Spitzfaden, a sopho-
more, said. "We were concerned 
about it." 

Steed said the committee asked 
campus-wide Beer-Bike coordinators 
Erin Sozanski and Nicole Velasquez 
about the theme and that they ap-
proved it. 

After speaking with Sozanski, a 
Martel College junior, and Velasquez, 
a Martel senior, the Baker coordina-
tors announced the theme at the Jan. 
31 cabinet meeting. According to the 
minutes from the meeting, the cabinet 
discussed concern over the "What 
would Jesus brew?" theme. Aranda 
and Comer encouraged students to 
consider that Beer-Bike is intended 
to create spirit and unity, and Peacock 
asked students to send him anonymous 
e-mails if they had complaints. 

Peacock said he received four 
e-mails expressing opposition to the 
theme and three supporting it. Steed 
said the opposition wasn't enough to 
change the theme. 

"We decided to keep the theme 
because we set up a process, and we 
wanted to stick to it," Steed said. 

Comer said she thought the 

"What would Jesus brew?" theme 
would raise concerns. However, 
Aranda said he and Comer wanted 
the cabinet to handle the situation. 
But opposition to the theme in-
creased quickly, Comer said. 

"People came to speak with us 
one-on-one and then there were 
group e-mails," Comer said. "There 
got to be what we considered a large 
enough number to be in need of a 
meeting, because there were too 
many to field one-on-one." 

Baker junior Russell Schafer laid 
out his objections to the theme in 
an e-mail, which he said reflected 
the views of several other Baker 
students. 

"While the intentions of the col-
lege members who voted for this 
theme were probably benign, this 
group believes that all religious 
traditions should be treated with 
respect by Rice University and 
Baker College," his e-mail states. 
"Because this theme is offensive to 
those students holding Christian 
beliefs, it will divide Baker as a 
college. ... A theme that pokes 
fun at Jesus Christ isolates many 
Christians who feel uneasy about 
rallying behind a theme that be-
littles their beliefs." 

The Monday meeting included the 
masters, the students who had voiced 
concern about the theme, Peacock 
and the Beer-Bike coordinators. 

Comer said a debate emerged 
between Christians who approved of 
the theme and those who did not. 

"It was between people who have 
different visions of how to lead a 
Christian life," Comer said. "Some 
people thought it was funny, and other 
people thought it was sacrilegious." 

Aranda said he had originally 
hoped the students would find a 
solution themselves. 

"Once [the theme] was voted on, 
our role was to facilitate discussion," 
he said. "It never entered our minds 
that we would step in. We were com-
pletely confident in the coordinators 
— that the students could negotiate 
through this controversy." 

Peacock said he was surprised by 
the number of people who attended 
the meeting. 

"Unfortunately, word got passed 
around, and instead of a small 
group about 20 people showed up," 
Peacock said. 

He said many of the people who 
showed up at the meeting opposing 
the theme should have expressed 
their opinions sooner. He said the 
coordinators had done everything 
they could to be inclusive. 

"[The debate] was 
between people who 
have different visions 
of how to lead a 
Christian life. Some 
people thought it 
was funny, and other 
people thought it was 
sacrilegious." 

— Krista Comer 
Baker College master 

English professor 

"The real problem was apathy 
from the people who didn't like 
the theme," Peacock said. 'The 
theme was well publicized, and we 
had a vote. Up until that meeting 
most [people opposed hadn't said 
anything]." 

Peacock said that if he had gotten 
a single complaint about the "What 
would Jesus brew?" theme before 
the vote, he would have taken it off 
the ballot. 

However, sophomoreTara Grigg, 
Spitzfaden's roommate, said she did 
voice opposition to the theme before 
it was put to a vote. 

"That they said nobody said 
anything [before the vote] doesn't 

stand," Grigg said. "I said something 
before it was put on a ballot. Two of 
the coordinators asked me about it, 
and I said, i don't like it at all — it 
offends me.'" 

Grigg said she thought the Mon-
day meeting was handled well. She 
said the meeting was tense but that 
everyone at the meeting had the 
chance to speak and that the students 
made progress toward finding a 
middle ground. 

Aranda said he was sympathetic to 
the Beer-Bike coordinators' position 
in the debate. 

"They became increasingly iso-
lated from the two camps and caught 
in the middle," Aranda said. "They 
were less and less able to move 
forward in preparing for Beer-Bike. 
We were concerned about them, 
and when it became clear they had 
reached an impasse, they looked to 
us for some guidance." 

Comer said the masters decided 
to intervene at a meeting with the 
coordinators before the cabinet 
meeting. 

Peacock said he was disap-
pointed with the outcome. 

"It shows that if you're a small 
minority, you can wait until after the 
vote and get your way," Peacock 
said. "We understand the neces-
sity of changing the theme, but we 
wish they had [spoken upl at the 
appropriate time." 

At the cabinet meeting Tuesday, 
which was attended by about 60 
students, Aranda announced that the 
college must choose a new theme. 

"In the interest of college unity, 
Beer-Bike and maintaining the 
college's tradition of caring for each 
other's thoughts and feelings, we 
now think it is prudent for the col-
lege to choose a different theme for 
Beer Bike," Aranda said. 

The Beer-Bike coordinators then 
gave their plan for selecting a new 
theme, which had been developed in 
discussions with the masters, Peacock 
said.Thecoordinatorsreceived the 100 
theme suggestions between the cabinet 
meeting and 10 p.m. Wednesday. 
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Nobel Laureate Ebadi: Islam misunderstood, misinterpreted 
by Nathan Black 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

When Nobel laureate Shirin Ebadi 
denounced the U.S. invasion of Iraq 
Friday, the audience in the Grand 
Hall erupted in applause. 

"The Western countries should not 
misuse democracy and human rights 
in order to attack and invade other 
countries," Ebadi said through an 
interpreter at this semester's second 
President's Lecture Series address. 
"Human rights cannot be dropped on 
people with cluster bombs. You cannot 
export democracy like a commodity 
to other countries. Democracy and 
human rights are only achievable by 
the will of the people." 

The audience applauded through-
out the event, sometimes clapping 
before the interpreter could translate 
Ebadi's sentences. 

Ebadi, an Iranian judge and 
internationally renowned human 
rights advocate, became the first 
Muslim woman to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2003. She won the 
prize for her support for the rights 
of women, children and political 
prisoners in Iran. 

She did not focus her speech 
on her sharp and well-received 
critiques of U.S. foreign policy but 
rather on perversions and misper-
ceptions of Islam. 

"The Islam which respects democ-
racy, the Islam which respects the 
culture of pluralism, the Islam which 
believes in human rights — the true 
Islam — is under attack from two 
fronts," she said. "One [front is] the 
fundamentalists, and the other side 
is the people who are trying to use 
the misbehavior of others ... to say 
that this is the real Islam." 

Ebadi began her lecture by 
asking whether Islam and human 
rights are compatible. 

"The big question is whether the 
religion of Islam is in contradiction 
with human rights,... whether Islam 
gives a sword to the hand of govern-
ments in order to fight human rights," 
she said. 

Ebadi ,no ted that oppress ion 
of women is c o m m o n p l a c e in 
many Islamic count r ies , includ-
ing her own. 

"[In Iran], the value of a life of a 
woman is half of the value of a life of 
a man," she said. 

However, Ebadi said, women 
have achieved significant freedoms 
in other Islamic countries such as 
Bangladesh, Indonesia and Pakistan. 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi speaks at the 2006 President's Lecture Series 
speech Friday. Ebadi discussed common misconceptions about Islam and advo-
cated the advancement of democracy and human rights. 

Islam itself does not call for the in-
equality of women, she said. 

"Islam is the religion of fraternity 
and equality," Ebadi said. "In this 
religion, all creatures are created 
of God, and there is no distinction 
between them." 

Also, Ebadi said, people should 
not conclude that Islam is inherently 
undemocratic because some Islamic 
countries are not democracies. 

"We see ideologues who argue 
that Islam is in contradiction to 
democracy," she said. "But in some 
other countries like Malaysia, they 
have a relatively advanced democ-
racy. ... The religion of Islam was 
established based on democracy and 
participation of citizens." 

Hie problem is that Islam is being 
misinterpreted to serve malicious 
ends, she said. 

"A lot of governments have been 
hiding behind the shield of Islam to 
justify their suppression ... with the 
wrong interpretation of religion," 
Ebadi said. 

And at the same time, enemies of 
Islam use the political systems and 

human rights records of some Islamic 
countries against the religion, she 
said. Ebadi said Muslims must stop 
misperceptions about Islam. 

"The duty of each intellectual 
Muslim ... is to paint the true face of 
Islam, which is saturated in compas-
sion," she said. 

Meanwhile, people should real-
ize that the Islam of terrorists is not 
genuine, she said. 

"The misbehavior of people 
should be separa ted f rom the 
religion or the culture that people 

belong to," Ebadi said. "If they kill 
an innocent person or if they adhere 
to terrorism by the name of Islam, 
you should be sure that they are 
misusing the name of Islam.... When 
the state of Israel tries to ignore the 
resolutions of the United Nations,... 
we never try to say [that behaviorj 
belongs to Judaism." 

Ebadi closed her speech, which 
was the annual Mart in Luther 
King, Jr. memorial lecture, with a 
dream reminiscent of the one King 
depicted. Ebadi's dream was of a 
world without poverty, discrimi-
nation and violence, and in which 
people are conscious of each other's 
problems. 

"Having a d r eam is a ve ry im-
p o r t a n t pa r t of h u m a n h i s to ry , " 
Ebadi sa id . "Our c h a l l e n g e ... 
is to be prac t ica l and d e m a n d 
t h e imposs ib l e . " 

Following the lecture, an audi-
ence member asked what Iranian-
Americans should do. Ebadi said 
Iranian-Americans should work to 
set up Iranian studies centers at U.S. 
universities — she had said in her 
speech that she hoped Rice would 
soon have such a center. Ebadi added 
that people should voice their opposi-
tion to the Iraq war, again drawing 
applause. 

Another attendee asked what 
Ebadi meant when she said, "Hu-
man rights cannot be dropped on 
people with cluster bombs." Ebadi 
said she was referencing the U.S. 
invasion of Iraq. The attendee then 
asked, "What about terrorists at-
tacking the United States?" 

Ebadi said she felt sorrow over 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001 but that the U.S. should have 
known such an attack was possible 
when it helped the Taliban come 
to power. 

"When you are helping the undem-
ocratic governments, you are putting 
a gun to your head," she said. 

Another question concerned how 
the United States should respond to 
the current Iranian regime. 

"The U.S. and Iran should be in 
direct dialogue," Ebadi said. 

Mariam Chughtai (Lovett '05) 
said Ebadi 's opinions on Islam 
were re f resh ing . 

"The duty of each 

intellectual Muslim 

...is to paint the 

true face of Islam, 

which is saturated in 

compassion." 
— Shirin Ebadi 
Nobel laureate 

"I think she voiced something 
that we in the educated Muslim 
community in the United States have 
been waiting [for]," Chughtai said. 
"Muslims in the U.S. need to come 
out and express their opinion about 
Islam — that we are not a terrorist-
oriented religion and that our religion 
has been hijacked." 

Chughtai said she liked how 
Ebadi equated women's rights with 
human rights. 

"The best thing was that she talked 
about [how] she's not for women's 
rights — she's for human rights, 
because women are human beings," 
Chughtai said. 

B a k e r Co l l ege s o p h o m o r e 
Salman Ahmed said he agreed 
with Ebadi 's s tance against ex-
port ing democracy. 

"[Democracy] is something that 
has to be earned," Ahmed said. "If 
you spoil a child, it's not going to 
have good consequences." 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• The senate approved a new club, the Rice chapter of the Apostolos 
Campus Ministries, a non-denominational Christian group that holds 
Bible studies on Tuesday nights. Interested students should contact 
Wiess College freshman Christian Holmes at ceholmes@rice.edu. 

• SA president James Lloyd announced he is looking for a student 
to fill a vacant position on the Committee on Examinations and 
Standing, which reviews petitions relating to university aca-
demic guidelines. Interested students should send an e-mail to 
sapres@rice.edu. 

• Lloyd, a Brown College senior, proposed amending the by-laws to 
change how campaign rule violations in the spring elections are 
handled. According to the proposal, a candidate will be warned 
for a first violation, and for a second violation, the candidate will 
go before the elections committee. 

• Lloyd announced the SA will begin designing its own Web site for 
course evaluations. He said similar sites at other universities, such 
as Dartmouth, and student suggestions will be incorporated into 
the design. Students with ideas should send an e-mail to Lloyd 
(sapres@rice.edu) and SA Elections Chair John Kehoe [jkehoe@rice. 
edu) this week. 

• University Court Chair Nate Shaw discussed topics relating to U. 
Court with the senate. Shaw, a Wiess College senior, said U. Court's 
most significant change this year was shifting from community 
service-based penalties to fines, and the money now goes toward 
alcohol-free events on campus. Shaw also said Assistant Dean of 
Student Judicial Programs Don Ostdiek has given U. Court more 
cases this year than he did last year. Some students expressed 
interest in having college courts handle more cases. Shaw said he 
would like for the college courts to take more cases but pointed 
out the difficulty in ensuring parity across the different courts. 

• Lloyd announced, as an advisory to students, that Facebook.com 
can be used by university officials prosecuting students and that 
employers have also viewed the site. 

The next SA meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 
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Rice Engineers Without Borders to host national conference 
by Anne Hierholzer 

THRESHER STAFF 

The Rice chapter of Engineers 
Without Borders will host the 2006 
EWB International Conference at 
McNair Hall Feb. 16-18. About 300 
people are expected to attend the 
event, at which students, business 
professionals and sponsors will at-
tend workshops and seminars. 

EWB chapters partner with de-
veloping areas to improve quality 
of life through engineering service 
projects. Such projects may include 
building water treatment systems 
and working to improve local citi-
zens' technical skills. 

The Rice chapter of EWB, which 
currently has about 60 active mem-
bers, was started in the spring of 
2003 by three students, and the 
club is entirely student-run, EWB 
President Alex Gordon said. 

Gordon, a Martel College senior, 
said the organization has grown 
rapidly since its founding. 

'We installed solar 
panels in a church for 
a town that has no 
electricity. This allows 
them to use the church 
building as a community 
meeting place.' 

— Deepa Panchang 
Martel College junior 

EWB internal vice president 

"We've grown from about 10 mem-
bers to 60," Gordon said." |We\have 
gone from having no budget at all to 
managinga$40,000-per-yearbudget." 

International conference 
Gordon said he does not have 

any complicated plans for the 
conference. 

"We want to help the national 
group achieve their objectives," 
Gordon said. "We plan to do all that 
we can to ensure that the conference 
runs smoothly and successfully." 

I>ast year, members of the Rice 
EWB chapter attended the national 
conference in Colorado. The team 
working on a project in Mexico gave 
a presentation at the conference 
and was asked to present again in 
Washington, D.C. They worked 
with the executive director of EWB 
in giving this presentation and as a 
result were asked to host the national 
conference this year. 

EWB External Vice President 
Joe Mendez said he thinks the 

conference will strengthen the Rice 
chapter. 

"We hope that hos t ing the 
conference will help us cultivate a 
better relationship with the national 
group so that they are more easily 
approachable for us," Mendez, a 
Hanszen College junior, said. "We 
also want to create and build on 
our relationships with the Houston 
community, and we hope to get 
the message about EWB out to the 
Rice campus." 

Most decisions regarding the 
conference, including the speakers 
and the theme, were made by the 
national EWB office. However, as 
hosts, the Rice EWB chapter in-
fluenced the conference's themes. 
Rice's main responsibilities will be 
to make introductions and arrange 
food and housing. 

Rice faculty members, including 
George R. Brown School of Engi-
neering Dean Sallie Keller-McNulty, 
will speak at the conference. 

Mendez said the conference 
will also benefit Rice's academic 
reputation. 

"We felt that hosting the EWB 
conference would give Rice some 
good publicity on the national stage," 
Mendez said. "It is our hope that the 
conference will promote our Rice 
engineering department and that it 
will better EWB's relationships with 
Rice faculty and students." 

The conference consists of a 
series of workshops. An opening 
address will be followed by the 
introduction to the conference's 
four main "pathways," which cover 
subjects such as building, teaching 
and learning. 

The three-day conference will 
make use of hands-on learning meth-
ods and collaborative discussion. 

Rice EWB 
The Rice chapter of EWB cur-

rently has four work sites: two in 
Nicaragua, one in Mexico and one in 
El Salvador. The chapter has previ-
ously completed a project in Mali. 

The team in El Salvador built a 
40,000-liter water storage tank and 
distribution system in San Jose Vil-
lanueva and continues to examine 
methods of addressing water contam-
ination issues in the community. 

The Mexico team is also work-
ing on water purification and on 
conducting land and health surveys 
in Piedritas. 

One of the Nicaragua teams is 
working in Panama and Aragon to 
design a bridge, and the other team 
— the newest of the four — plans 
to install solar power and water 
purification facilities in Bernardino 
Diaz Ochoa. 

"One problem we commonly 
run into is a lack of fresh water," 
EWB Internal Vice President Deepa 

Earning a Master's Degree can add 
over $1 million to your lifetime earnings 

MBA 
Rawls College off Business 
Texas Tech University 

No work-experience requ i rement 

Fifty $3,000 Scholarships available 

($1,000 each semester, renewable for up to three semesters) 

Contact Us Today: 
Graduate Services Center, Lubbock, TX 79409-2101 

Tel: 1 -800-882-6220 Fax: 806-742-3958 
K-mail: mba'a ba.ttu.edu Web: http://mba.ba.ttu.edu 
Also, ask about our MS, MSA and PhD programs 

COURTESY ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS 

Tamar Losleben (Lovett '04) helps with Engineers Without Borders' relief effort in El Salvador in 2004. 

Panchang said. "When we test water 
samples in the communities we 
visit, there are often high levels of 
bacteria, which cause a variety of 
health problems. So we often find 
ourselves planning water purifica-
tion systems." 

'It is important 
not to impose our 
Western culture on the 
communities we come 
into contact with. We 
want to meet their 
needs, not Westernize 
them.' 

— Jessie Gill 
Baker College junior 

EWB sustainability coordinator 

Before beginning a project, EWB 
members do preparatory field work. 
First, an exploratory trip is made, 
on which team members explore 
different communities and assess 
their needs. Then the members 
undertake a survey trip, which is 
a more in-depth look at the chosen 
community. 

"One thing to stress about our 

work is that we specifically go and 
ask people what they need — we're 
not trying to impose anything on 
them," Panchang, a Martel junior, 
said. "We work and build together 
with the people we meet, stressing 
community, responsibility and em-
powerment." 

After the two trips, EWB mem-
bers work in the United States, de-
signing their project. Then students 
travel back to the communities and 
implement their work. 

"We try to take on practical 
projects, meeting basic community 
needs," Panchang said. "Recently, 
we installed solar panels in a church 
for a town that has no electricity. 
This allows them to use the church 
building as a community meet-
ing place or maybe as a location 
for classes." 

The group takes care to ensure 
cultural differences are taken into 
account. 

"It is important not to impose 
our Western culture on the com-
munities we come into contact 
with," Jessie Gill, a Baker College 
junior and EWB sustainability co-
ordinator, said. "We want to meet 
their needs, not Westernize them. 
So we make sure that we work 
closely with communities and build 
relationships with their inhabitants." 

Engineers and volunteers 
Panchang said EWB is different 

than typical community service ac-
tivities because it exposes students 
to practical applications of engineer-
ing skills. 

"We have a dual mission," Pan-
chang said. "We both address the 
basic needs... of the communities we 
encounter, and we give students inter-
national engineering experience." 

EWB often has a lasting effect 
on its participants, who cite inter-
national development and non-profit 
work as future career choices. 

"The experiences EWB offers 
are one-of-a-kind — they simply 
cannot be had elsewhere," Gordon 
said. "The work you do with us will 
shape you and deeply impact your 
future." 

(iill said EWB has made her more 
aware of world issues. 

"I believe that everyone owes 
at least two years of public service, 
either to their country or to the 
world," Gill said. "EWB offers stu-
dents a hands-on, practical way of 
giving back." 

Although its name suggests oth-
erwise, EWB is open to students who 
are not engineering majors. 

"We are not just a group of engi-
neers," Ciill said. "We need manag-
ers, translators, organizers, problem 
solvers and thinkers. Anyone can 
learn the technical skills we use, 
like pouring concrete. All that we 
require is that people be able to think 
outside the box." 

Vision Weekend welcomes 130 
prospective students to campus 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

The first of three weekends for 
prospective students begins Sunday. 
About 130 students are expected to 
attend Vision Weekend, the minority 
recruitment event that lasts through 
Tuesday, Assistant Admission Direc-
tor Laura Villafranca (Sid '95) said. 

Vision Weekend is usually held 
on a Thursday through Saturday in 
February. 

Student Admission Council Mi-
nority Interest Committee co-Chair 
Luis Arandia said past prospective 
students have complained that they 
did not experience enough of the aca-
demic side of Rice during a Thursday 
through Saturday weekend. 

"This year, they'll get to see 
students studying or doing problem 
sets or going to class," Arandia, 

Martel College president and a 
senior, said. 

Villafranca, a Brown College 
resident associate, said in addition 
to classes, prospective students can 
participate in programs designed to 
introduce them to Rice and Houston 
activities. 

Prospective students and their 
hosts will be given tickets to the 
Rice vs. Texas Christian University 
baseball game at Minute Maid Park 
Sunday, Villafranca said. They will 
also receive METRO Rail passes and 
$15 in AstroBucks for food. 

In the evening, prospective stu-
dents can attend a study break and 
listen to an introduction to various 
cultural organizations. They can 
attend classes and meet with deans 
and department chairs during the 
day Monday and have dinner with 
faculty and alumni at Cohen House 

in the evening. SAC will also host the 
Rhythms dance party at Willy's Pub 
from 9 p.m.-12 a.m. Monday. 

Arandia said about 100 under-
graduates have signed up to host 
prospective students. 

Villafranca said Vision Weekend 
and the two Owl Weekends are 
important for recruiting prospec-
tive students — usually more than 
half of the students who participate 
choose to come to Rice, compared to 
37 percent overall in 2005. 

"We want everyone to be excited 
about the students coming," Vil-
lafranca said. "[Rice students will] 
hopefully enjoy [the prospective 
students] in class, be friendly, show 
them what an amazing place Rice is 
and encourage them to come to the 
university. These are kids that we 
do want to have in our next fresh-
man class." 

http://mba.ba.ttu.edu
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POWER 
From page 1 

"Those are the key things that 
everybody needs," Khan said. "When 
people wake up, the first thing they 
want to do is get to their e-mail." 

Khan said IT staff members were 
on-site when power went out 

"We have operations people who 
were here—they were working franti-
cally to communicate with everybody," 
Khan said. "That's just the nature 
of their position when they're here 
when something like this happens." 

Facilities 
Tomlinson said the campus emer-

gency generators came on asexpected, 
and the outage did not cause any long-
term damage. However, boilers were 
without power, so there was no steam 
pressure—and therefore no hot water 
or heat—on campus. Tomlinson said 
starting a back-up generator large 
enough to run the boilers is compli-
cated. He said Centerpoint Energy 
employees continually told Facilities, 
Engineering and Planning workers 
that power would be restored shordy, 
so FE&P did not start the generator. 

"Had we known it was going to be 
two hours [without power], we might 
have made the decisions differently," 
Tomlinson said. "But when (Center-
point) kept telling us, 'It's going to be 
fixed, just give us a few more mintues,' 
it was not worth it to go through all 
that effort." 

Tomlinson said steam pressure was 
fully restored by about 6:45 a.m. 

Tomlinson said no students re-
ported being stuck in elevators during 
the outage. 

In the event of a thunderstorm, 
Tomlinson said more staff members 
would stay on campus to prepare for 
and deal with any outages. However, 
he said FE&P always monitors power 
systems thoughout campus. 

"Rest assured, we have people 
here 24 hours a day, so we didn't 
have to wait for somebody to show 
up at 7:(X) [the next] morning going, 
'Hey, the power's out — I wonder 
what happened,'" Tomlinson said. 

Future 
The phone system runs on a 

backup generator during a power 
outage, and Khan said he is in the 
process of securing funding for a 
similar generator for the network and 
email systems. 

"We hope to get a generator the 
same size as the one for our phone 
system," Khan said. "Then we can 
keep critical systems up, so they will 

never go down during an outage." 
Rict.! as also been leasing a backup 

data center downtown since the fall 
semester, and Khan said the site 
would be used during an extended 
power outage. 

'Rest assured, we have 
people here 24 hours a 
day, so we didn't have 
to wait for someone to 
show up at 7:00 [the 
next] morning going, 
"Hey, the power's 
out — I wonder what 
happened."' 

— Doug Tomlinson 
Assistant vice president 

for project managing and 
engineering 

"We would need that [in the case 
of] a major event that would disrupt 
services for a long period of time—say 
a day or more," Khan said. "The other 
site would have the replicated data, 
and people could connect to it and 
continue to do business." 

Tomlinson said Rice can currently 
receive power from two circuits: a 
primary circuit that only serves Rice 
and a secondary circuit that serves 
the surrounding neighborhood but 
that Rice can use if its other circuit 
fails. Both circuits orginate from the 
Garrett substation. Because of the 
number of transformers that failed 
at the substation, both circuits were 
without power Wednesday. 

Tomlinson said FE&P may con-
sider using power from a different 
substation as enrollment increases 
and more buildings are added to 
campus. 

"This isn't going to happen over-
night, or even in the next year prob-
ably, but as we grow, ... instead of 
just keeping the tie-in to this existing 
substation, we're going to try to bring 
power in from another substation," 
Tomlinson said. "Ultimately, we would 
tie our systems together on campus, 
so that if this ever happened again, we 
would just isolate that system and take 
power off a different substation." 

A gala tent was set up east of Alice Pratt Brown Hall for the Feb. 4 Shepherd School event. 

Violinist Perlman helps Shepherd 
School raise $2.2 million at gala 

by Ted Wieber 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Shepherd School of Mu-
sic celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary Feb. 4 with a gala featuring 
world-renowned violinist Itzhak 
Perlman. Perlman conducted and 
played with the Shepherd Symphony 
and Chamber orchestras in Stude 
Concert Hall. 

The sold-out gala raised $2.2 
million, which will be used to 
endow scholarships for Shepherd 
School students, Shepherd School 
Dean Robert Yekovich said. Tickets 
were priced from $500, although 
Shepherd School students received 
free admission. The concert was fol-
lowed by dinner and dancing in a tent 
east of Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

Associate Shepherd School 
Dean Gary Smith said he was 
pleased with the gala's musical and 

financial performance. 
"We felt it was a success from 

every standpoint," Smith said. 
"It was a highlight in the 30-year 
history of Shepherd. It was one of 
those nights everyone affiliated 
with the Shepherd School will 
always remember." 

At the gala, Yekovich also 
announced the creation of the 
Itzhak Perlman Scholarship in 
Violin, an award that will be given 
annually to a top returning violin 
student. Yekovich said Perlman 
was surprised by the honarary 
scholarship. 

Perlman — whose daughter, 
Ariella, is a Jones College senior 
— agreed to attend the gala after 
a conversation two years ago dur-
ing a visit to the Shepherd School, 
Yekovich said. Perlman's decision 
was partly based on the amount of 
respect he had for the Shepherd 

School orchestras, Yekovich said. 
T h e S h e p h e r d Symphony 

Orchestra began its performance 
with Christopher Rouse's "The 
Infernal Machine," conducted by 
Music Director Larry Rachleff. 
Perlman performed next as the 
soloist in Mozart's Violin Concerto 
No. 3 in G Major, accompanied by 
the Shepherd Chamber Orchestra. 
For the final piece of the evening, 
Perlman conducted the Symphony 
Orchestra in Tchaikovsky's Sym-
phony No. 4 in F Minor. 

Baker College sophomore Glen 
McDaniel, a violinist who played 
at the gala, said Perlman is one 
of the world's most famous and 
knowledgeable musicians. 

"Playing with Itzhak was one of 
the greatest experiences a student 
could have," McDaniel said. "It was 
... an experience that none of us 
witt ever forget." 

Heavy Menstrual Bleeding 

Do you experience 2 to 5 days of heavy bleeding? 
Does heavy bleeding keep you from your normal 

activities? 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Feb. 2-5. 

Residential Colleges 
Jones College Feb. 4 
Jones College Feb. 4 
Lovett College Feb. 5 

Academic Buildings 
Sewall Hall Feb. 3 

George R. Brown 
Hall 
Alice Pratt Brown 

Hall 

Other Buildings 
Lovett Hall 

Feb. 3 

Feb. 4 

Parking Lots 
Continuing Studies Feb. 3 
Parking Lot 

Other Areas 
Entrance 13A Feb. 2 
Laboratory Road Feb. 3 

Backpack stolen. 
Keys and ID card stolen. 
Laptop computer stolen. 

Tools missing from woodworking 

shop. 
Criminal mischief to laboratory door. 
Possible attempt at forced entry. 
Watch stolen. 

Feb. 3 Wallet stolen. 

Vehicle hit gate arm. 

Accident involving RUPD patrol car. 
Theft suspect apprehended. One 
male subject arrested for theft.Two 
female subjects given criminal 
trespass warnings and city citations 
for minor in consumption and curfew 
violations. Two addit ional male 
subjects arrested for possession of 
a control led substance. Males 
remanded to Harris County Jail and 
females released to parents. (See 
story, page 1.) 

If you answered yes, you may qualify for a research study 
of a non-hormonal investigational drug for heavy menstrual 
bleeding. 

You must: 
• Be between 18 & 49 years of age 
• Have regular cycles with heavy bleeding 
• Be healthy and not have any bleeding disorders 

Qualified participants will receive study drug, a physical & 

eye exam at no cost. 

Compensation is provided for time & trouble. 

ADVANCES IN HEALTH, INC. 
713-795-5964 
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEBRUARY 10, 
2006 

EDITORS 
p i c k s 

f r i d a y & 
S a t u r d a y 

COMPOSERS' 
CONCERTS 

The Shepherd School of 

Music hosts a series of 

instrumental and choral 

concerts debuting or 

honoring new pieces 

by rising composers. 

Performances begin 

between 11 a.m. and 

8 p.m. For a complete 

concert listng, visit 

www.r ice.edu/~musi / 

calendar/ sc i_2006.html 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

BARRmORE 

Theatre LaB Houston 

presents a semi-bio-

graphical play about the 

life of Hollywood hero 

John Barrymore, father 

of Charlie's Angels' 

Drew. Performances 

start at 8 p.m. Friday 

and Saturday and 5 p.m. 

Sunday. For tickets call 

(713) 868-7516. 

s u n d a v 

BYE-BYE 
BASQUIAT 

The Museum of Fine 

I Arts, Houston, closes its 

Basquiat exhibit. Hurry 

to see the revolutionary 

artist's creations while 

you still can. 

Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston 

1 0 0 1 Bissonnet St. 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Scenes from Eve Ensler's Vagina Monologues. From left: Wiess College sophomore Natalie Gwilliam describes the plight of Native American women, Wiess freshman 
Meltem DeMirors introduces the show by explaining Ensler's interview process and Brown College senior Jennifer Wessel lists slang terms for the vagina. 

Monologues addresses squirm-worthy 
subject with simplistic straightforwardness 
Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Graphic imagery is often a gim-
mick in performance art trying 
to be edgy. The trend predates 
Shakespeare's era and does not show 
signs of letting up soon. So when Eve 
Ensler's 1998play, The Vagina Mono-
logues, debuted on Broadway, no one 
expected a tame two hours. 

'vagina monologues ' 

8 p.m. Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Lovett College Undergrounds 

$5 in advance/$7 at door 
for Rice community; $7 in 

advance /$10 at door for others 
Rating: • • • • (out of five) 

Even so, few audiences could 
have been prepared for the play's 
sheer bluntness and significant 
cultural commentary. 

Although Monologues has been 
performed at Rice before, no cam-
pus group put on the show last 
year. This prompted co-directors 
Kim Swanson, a Sid Richardson 
College senior, and AltheaTupper, a 
Hanszen College junior, to revive the 
performance at Rice with the help 
of the Women's Resource Center. 
Ensler founded an international 
campaign to end violence against 
women in conjunction with Mono-
logues' debut, and the Women's 
Resource Center joined the fight 
this semester. 

The show begins with a brief, 
three-person introduction detailing 
the history of the sketches that 
follow amidst a formidable slew of 
slang terms for the vagina — in-
cluding the Rice-specific and only 
questionably tasteful "Owls' nest." 
The trio explains that Ensler and a 

troupe of interviewers questioned 
women of almost every imaginable 
ethnic and religious background, age 
group and sexual orientation about, 
well, their vaginas. 

No aspect of the female genitalia 
went unmentioned in the interviews, 
from menstruation and menopause 
to shapes and sizes to masturbation 
and orgasm. Ensler used the informa-
tion to dramatize common response 
themes in a series of monologues 
from which each cast can customize 
its own show. 

The Rice cast kicks off the evening 
with "Hair," performed by Hanszen 
junior Becky Thilo. 'Hie monologue 
details a woman's reaction when her 
husband requested that she shave 
her vagina. Thilo tells her story 
of psychotherapy, humiliation and 
razor burn very rhythmically and 
matter-of-factly, suspending its im-
pact until she reaches a fermata-like 
pause in the script. 

The show 
begins with ... a 
formidable slew of 
slang terms for the 
VAGINA — 
including the 
Rice-specific and 
only questionably 
tasteful "Owls' nest." 

Thilo welcomes audiences to 
open their minds to the rest of the 
play's evocative narrative. She has 
disarming posture and projection 
just loud enough that listeners want 
to lean in to hear more. Even the 

male members of the audience may 
sympathize with this universally aj>-
pealing performance. 

While the tone she sets remains, 
Thilo's gal-on-the-street appeal fades 
from viewers' minds as the stories get 
more shocking and the characters 
more stylized. 

One particularly unforgettable 
performance—"The Fkxxl"—comes 
from the evening's only non-stu-
dent narrator. Multicultural Affairs 
Director Cathi Clack assumes an 
engagingly surreal is t ic , upper-
middle-class New England accent 
to polish off the character she cre-
ates. Her story relates a 72-year-old 
woman's reluctance to orgasm, and 
Clack emphasizes the visuals in this 
narrative with a poise that is at once 
jarring and hilarious. 

"The Flood" is the first scene of 
the night that will probably disturb 
squeamish audience members . 
While the word "vagina" alone in 
conversation is enough to make 
many college s tudents of both 
genders feel awkward, the cast's 
comfort with their subject matter 
carries most viewers safely through 
the earlier scenes. 

But the Monologues takes a radical 
turn away from most comfort zones 
after these introductory narratives, 
addressing topics such as menstrua-
tion, rape and female masturbation in 
minute and often poetic detail. Wiess 
College sophomore Natalie Gwilliam 
tells an especially tear-jerking tale of 
Native American women's subjection 
to sexual abuse, while Sid senior Pau-
la Steinhauser's "My Angry Vagina" 
closes the first act on a humorously 
aggressive, empowering note. 

After intermission, the cast intro-
duces another controversial issue: 
lesbianism comes up explicitly in 
two monologues. 

Martel College senior Sheena 
Barbour proves the best casting 
pick of the evening — she domi-
nates the stage, enumerating the 
different climactic sounds women 
make and detailing just how to 
elicit them. 

After intermission, 
the cast introduces 
another 
controversial issue: 
LESBIANISM 
comes up explicitly 
in two monologues. 

The graphic nature of this and 
each scene contrasts starkly with 
the minimalist set and costuming. 
The cast dresses almost entirely 
in black on a black stage floor. The 
only disruptions to the monochro-
matic scheme are the red or pink 
ribbons each character wears, the 
red velvet stool on which many of 
them sit and the abstract pink, red 
and black panels that serve as an 
uninspired if aesthetically pleasing 
attempt at scenery. 

The Vagina Monologues does 
not exactly make l igh thear ted 
evening entertainment, and those 
with inhibitions about graphic dis-
cussion of the vagina may want to 
steer clear. But the play sends an 
empowering and important mes-
sage to audience members of both 
genders. In addition to its goal of 
ending sexual violence, it forces 
viewers to confront and react to a 
wide variety of opinions on female 
sexuality, which is a noble and lofty 
task to undertake. 

All the world's a stage... 

Make the stage a part of your world. 

Arts & Entertainment is seeking theater critics. Send inquir ies to thresher-arts@rice.edu 

http://www.rice.edu/~musi/
mailto:thresher-arts@rice.edu
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Iranian culture, art 
revealed at film festival 

After paying my $5 admission, 
I was promptly dropped into the 
Persian Sea, just off the coast of 
Iran. There I met the profound char-
acters in Iron Island, one of several 
films featured at the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston's 13th annual 
Iranian film festival. 

This was my first en-
counterwith Iranian film 
and several questions 
swam in my mind. What 
sorts of issues would the 
movie explore? Would 
censorship from the 
Iranian government 
remove critical parts of 
the movie? And would 
the film be too serious to 
be accessible to me, the 
champion of romantic 
comedy in all its forms? My res-
ervations were quickly dispelled, 
and within the first 10 minutes I 
was immersed in the rich and often 
humorous storyline. 

Written and directed by Mo-
hammad Rasoulof, the film docu-
ments dozens of homeless families 
living on a rusting, overcrowded 
tanker under the guidance of 
Captain Nemat (Stone Lion's Ali 
Nassirian). The decrepit ship, 
which Nemat's crew of men and 
children disassemble for scrap 
metal, is a self-sustaining city with 
a barter system and a school. As 
the ship disappears from under its 
inhabitants, the audience becomes 
more intimate with them. 

With compassion and comedy, 
Rasoulof sketches an illustration 
of people who do not have a place 
in the outside world. He intro-
duces a child who spends his days 
at the bottom of the ship searching 
for trapped fish before lovingly 
freeing them. Meanwhile, an old 
man stands watch every day, star-
ing into the sun and waiting for a 
sign of life beyond the ship. 

But the plot takes a more seri-
ous and distinctly un-American 
turn when the camera focuses on 
Ahmad (Hossein Farzi-Zadeh). 
He loves a girl who dishonors 
her family by loving him back, and 
she is saved from execution only 
by Captain Nemat's offer to have 
her marry a wealthy man. 

The girl's name remains un-
known throughout the film and 
her face, like that of all Iron Island' s 
women, stays hidden behind a 

Nikki 
Metzgar 

burka. The girl was not stereotypi-
cally objectified or ridiculed for her 
burka, nor was she a champion 
of feminism beneath the veil. She 
was simply an Iranian woman 
as an Iranian man saw her, and 
American culture has no equiva-

lent relationship. 
I was also struck 

by the subtle presence 
of war in the film. A 
teacher uses chalk 
molded from bullet cas-
ings and children ask 
questions about fight-
ing the "enemy" Seeing 
the subject discussed 
in the open and paired 
with an innocent setting 
was both unsettling and 
strangely refreshing. 

As Hollywood continues to 
be dominated by sequels and 
remakes, other worlds of film 
pick up the slack and provide an 
attractive alternative. 

Would the film 
be too serious 
to be accessible 
to me, the 
CHAMPION 
of romantic 
comedy in all its 
forms? 

Movies such as L'Atiberge 
Fspagnole and Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon have already 
in t roduced foreign films to 
mainstream cinema. And al-
though many of us can relate to 
Audrey Tatou's delight as she 
daydreams her way through 
Amelie stealing garden gnomes, 
a brush with Iranian cinema 
left this American cinemaphile 
feeling like she had stepped 
into a foreign world of possible 
conflicts and emotions. 

So next time I'm in line for a 
movie and the box-office smash is 
When a Stranger Calls, I'll opt for 
the foreign film and treat myself to 
some subtitled cultural insight. 

Nikki Metzgar is a Baker College 
sophomore. 

R I C E C D F F E E H D U S E 
We now proudly brew 

KflTZ * 
It's 100% certified 
organic, fair-trade 8 
coffee. J 

And it's really good. 

M o n d a y - T h u r s d a y 
8:30 a.m.-Midmght 

Fr iday 
8:30 a.m.-5:00 p-m. 

Saturday 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 
4:00 p.m.-Midnight 

Happy 
Valentine's 

Week! 
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Annapolis: painfully dull, predictable 
disappointment from capable director 
Margaret Tung 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Going into Annapolis, there were 
red flags that it would be a bomb: a 
stale, flat "hero" in underdog Jake 
Huard (Spiderman's James Franco), 
a trite obstacle — a notoriously dif-
ficult academic institution — and a 
tired conflict, his father's (Munich's 
Brian Goodman) opposition to his 
lifelong dream. 

'annapol i s ' 

in theaters 
Rating: • 

(out of five) 

Unfortunately, the cliches do not 
end there. Director Justin Lin's An-
napolis is wrought with everything 
that made 1980s movies like Top 
Gun and Rocky awesomely bad. But 
unlike those previous films, Franco 
has neither Tom Cruise's charisma 
nor Sylvester Stallone's strangely 
addicting bravado. Not even his 
James Dean-like looks can save 
this disaster. 

The movie begins with Jake's dull 
life as a riveter and sometimes-ama-
teur boxer. Then, quick cuts through 
a series of dialogue-free images give 
audiences an unwelcome synopsis 
of the story to follow. Jake and his 
mother shared the same dream—for 
him to attend the Naval Academy 
— but since her death, he has settled 
for the more practical occupation of 
building ships with his distant and 
critical father. 

Set to prove everyone wrong, J ake 

lands admission from the academy's 
waitlist and heads to Annapolis. 
There, more obstacles and — gasp, 
shock — a love interest greet him. 
Tyrese Gibson (Four Brothers) 
plays Cole, a harsh and demanding 
lieutenant who immediately singles 
out Jake as his new scapegoat. 
Luckily and unsurprisingly, another 
superior, Ali (The Fast and the Fu-
rious' Jordana Brewster), defends 
Jake because of the sexual tension 
between them. 

Ridiculously, skinny and doe-
eyed Brewster is cast as Jake's su-
perior, and they engage in a flirtation 
within the academy's strict confines. 
But the film's plot later weaves itself 
into an even stranger place: the box-
ing ring. Despite all the attention 
given to the Navy's physical and 
mental demands, the movie ends in 
a climactic boxing match between 
Jake and Cole. 

Annapolis' unsound story not 
only makes for a lackluster film, it 
also leaves 1980s-esque loose ends 
that the script and characters pre-
tend not to notice. Jake sometimes 
jokingly brings up "the war," and 
even when Cole mentions he has 
been a soldier before, audiences are 
never given the name of the war or 
where Cole fought. More frustrat-
ingly, viewers begin to wonder why 
the movie preoccupies itself with a 
boxing tournament in the midst of 
this anonymous war. 

Perhaps the film would have 
been more compelling had it cen-
tered on Jake's roommate, Twins 
(Hart's War's Vicellous Shannon). 
Coming from a small town where 
he received a handshake from 

the mayor and a parade for being 
admitted to the Naval Academy, he 
seems to have much more at stake. 
His problems are much more rent-
able and realistic than Jake's angsty 
father issues. 

Annapolis' unsound 
story not only 
makes for a lack-
luster film, it also 
leaves 1980s-esque 
LOOSE ENDS 
that the script and 
characters pretend 
not to notice. 

In the end, the movie's only 
accomplishment is that it is the 
testosterone-laden equivalent of a 
made-for-Lifetime original. Even 
more disappointing, though, is that 
the same person who created the 
gutsy film Better Luck Tomorrow 
directed it. 

Lin has devolved from the pio-
neering venture of exposing a dark 
subculture of over-achieving Asian-
American teens to a movie that 
compares help to sex — one should 
take the opportunity whenever it is of-
fered and repeat as much as possible. 
The harsh reality Annapolis ends up 
showing audiences is that the film-
making industry sometimes requires 
uninspiring albeit well-paid jobs in 
order to support the real gems. 
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NEW SHUTTLE SERVICE 
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START 
OwlCon, Rice's annual gaming convention, 

begins today at 6 p.m. and lasts until Sunday at 
8 p.m. Funded by Rice's gaming club FastWarp, 
the convention has taken over parts of campus 
annually since 1981. 

This year, the event will include approximate-
ly 350 events and more than 500 attendees, Owl-
Con director Angelo Benedetto (Ph.D. '00) said. 

The convention's Web site, www.owlcon.com, 
lists the complete schedule of events. 

To find out more, roll your die 
and move to the number 

you rolled. 

2Most students 
have one of two 

impressions when they 
hear the word "gamer.'' 
Some think of eyesore, sleep-
deprived video-game lovers, Fast-
Warp vice president Nick Eckenstein, 
a Baker College freshman, said. Others 
picture people wandering around campus in 
costume late at night. Most people at OwlCon 
do not fit into either of these categories. 

"This is only the second year we have any 
video game action," Benedetto said. "We only 
have two video game events, a Halo 2 tourna-
ment Friday night and free-form [local area 
network! gaming in Herring Hall Saturday 
and Sunday." 

Most of OwlCon's events are strategic 
creations of science fiction, fantasy, superhero 
or historical situations. Players either 
compete against each other or work together 
against a common enemy, Benedetto said. 
Card and board games with this structure 

Let's play a game. Players will need a die as well as 
a poker chip, coin or piece of candy to mark their 
places - or, at the very least, a little imagination. 
Your objective: Learn more about the gaming 
subculture that infiltrates campus this weekend. 
To set up the game, lie this page on a flat surface 
and place your marker on Start. Then read the 
directions on each space as you move your marker 
around the board. In the immortal words of Wayne 
Campbell, "Game on!" 

include Magic: 
The Gathering, Munchkin and 
Crockinole, and the best-known RPG is D&D. 
Miniatures games such as Warhammer 
are highly tactical, somewhat like Risk on 
steroids, Benedetto said. 

Additionally, the convention sponsors a 
few LARPs such as Vampire, which requires 
participants to act out a scenario instead of 
playing on a board or with a deck of cards. 

"There are the kids who take Vampire too 
seriously," Eckenstein said. "They don't come 
out during the day." 

Ilt all started because of Dun-
geons and Dragons. Benedetto 

said the convention began during 
the national gaming fervor of the 
1980s as a means to bring together 
large groups of D&D and role-play-
ing game fans. 

As the gaming craze died 
down, OwlCon had a near-death 
experience in the late 1990s, Fast-
Warp president Matt Drwenski, a 
Martel College sophomore, said. 
In 2000, the shrinking convention 
passed by unknown to many Hous-
ton gamers, including Benedetto 

and Michael Casavant (Ph. 
D. '02). 

If you roll a one or two, 
move ahead one space. 

If you roll a three or four, move 
ahead two spaces. 

If you roll a five or six, turn the page 
and read about alumnus Steve Jackson 
(Sid '74), who revolutionized the gaming 
industry. Then come back and keep rolling 
until you get a four or lower. 

Benedetto said he and Casavant, 
then both graduate students, revi-
talized the convention beginning in 
2000. 

Now OwlCon is celebrating its 
25th anniversary, and this year's 
convention offers more than 140 
varieties of games in six major 
categories — card, board, RPG, 
miniature, live-action role playing 
(LARP) and video. 

To read more about the types 
of games, move forward one 
space. 

To read more about this year's 
convention, move forward two 
spaces. 

To save yourself the trouble of 
making a decision, roll the 
die. If you roll an odd number, 
move forward one space. If 

you roll an even number, 
move forward two 

spaces. 

3"Whatever gaming scene there 
is (in Houston], OwlCon is 

definitely the focus of everyone's 
year," Drwenski said. 

The convention scene this week-
end is ready to accommodate Owl-
Con's expected 500 participants. 

The Student Center will be 
packed with players, but events 
will also take place in Her-
ring Hall, Sewall Hall and the 
Lovett College Commons. An 
anime screening room has been 
reserved in Anderson Hall. 

With the exception of two 
scheduled 12-4 a.m. IJVKPs in 
Sewall Hall, all gaming events end 
at 12 a.m. 

In between events, gamers can 
grab caffeine at the Coffee House 
until 12 a.m. each night, and Kith 
Street will have extended hours, 
Drwenski said. Cult classic films 
such as Serenity and Monty 
Python and the Mean-
ing of Life will 

play continuously in Kelley Lounge, 
and 14 companies will have booths 
in the Grand Hall. 

Eckenstein said Willy's Pub is 
also participating in the conven-
tion. The pub will host the Halo 2 
tournament Friday and a party for 
OwlCon attendees Saturday from 
12-2 a.m. 

For ticketing and prize package 
information, move forward 
one space. 

Otherwise, roll the die. If you 
roll an even number, go to any 
section you have not yet read. 
If you roll an odd number, 
move forward two spaces. 

4OwlCon is a open to the public 
and free of charge. However, 

participants must pay admission to 
participate in scheduled events. 

General admission is $16 for the 
weekend or $14 per day in advance. 
At the door, admission is $20 for the 
weekend or $16 per day. 

All students receive 50 percent 
off admission fees, and Rice 
students receive an additional 
50 percent off student admission 
prices. To participate in certain Role 
Playing Gamers Association events, 
an extra fee will be charged. 

More than $4,000 in prizes 
have been donated to this year's 
OwlCon, and individual 

event prizes are worth $5-50, 
Benedetto said. 

The highest-placing team of 
Rice students in Friday's Halo 2 
tournament will receive trans-
portation and lodging to at-
tend a national tournament at 
Austin's South By Southwest 
music and film festival. 

Move forward 
one space. 

1 / 

turn to page 13 

5Two gaming enthusiasts play 
Crockinole at OwlCon 2004. Stop 

staring at the picture already. Gosh. 

Go to whatever number ycu roll and 
see if this game is realty just an 
endless loop, or if there is a way 
out on one of the spaces. 

f , 

COURTESY MATT DRWENSKI 

http://www.owlcon.com
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How to appreciate 
art as a 
Marshall Robinson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

It was the best times, it was the worst of 
times. ... It was a Friday night on campus, 
and while hordes of students wanted to go 
beyond the hedges, no one wanted to splurge 
on concert tickets or fancy dinners. 

Thankfully, the solution is closer than 
London or Paris. It is still possible to go out 
in Houston for free and even find free drinks 
and hors d'oeuvres. Multiple public and pri-
vate art galleries open new exhibits practical-
ly every weekend, and most of them happen 
to be near Rice. These events allow people 
to experience a broad range of art — from 
pop to traditional ethnic and from brilliant to 
dreadful — and have a good time doing it. 

As with any social scene, people need to 
know what they are getting into before just 
showing up. When done right, a night hop-
ping from gallery to gallery can feel just like 
going to a series of high-end bars, minus the 
21-and-up restriction. This primer contains 
everything students need to know about par-
tying with Van Goghs before getting in the 
van and going. 

Art appreciation is a new form of enter-
tainment for many students. Gallery exhibits 
in any form can be intimidating, and some 
students may not think they understand the 
art as well as some snooty old man with a 
monocle on his nose. Openings, which al-
most always feature music, food and drink, 
are generally a more relaxed, pleasurable and 
inviting way to get acquainted with visual aes-
thetics than an austere museum full of kinder-
garten field trips. 

But it is not necessary to know a Bierhaus 
from the Bauhaus to have a successful eve-
ning of hopping: Art is designed to be inter-
esting to look at regardless of the viewers' 
education. The geometric aesthetic of Miro's 
brightly colored circles might appear simply 
beautiful instead of symbolic of the plight of 
women, but the piece can be enjoyed all the 

same. The more art is experienced, the better 
viewers become at appreciating the pieces. 
So capital, bold, bullet-point No. 1: It does not 
take an art history degree to enjoy art. 

As with any good night on the town, an 
excursion must be well-planned so time does 
not melt away before you get to that last Dali 
exhibit. Searchable online calendars such as 
those at houstonpress.com and glasstire.org 
are great resources for locating a given week-
end's next big openings. Try to gather your 
gallery-hopping group around the time your 
first gallery of the evening begins its open-
ing celebration; doing so ensures you will be 
fashionably late. 

Speaking of fashion, remember that you 
will be leaving the comfortable, free-shirt-
and-jeans atmosphere of campus for the real 
and often pretentious art world. That does not 
necessarily mean you have to change out of 
your O-Week tee; rather, it would pass quite 
well for a struggling artist's attire. But if you 
want an excuse to put on some pearls or a 
tie — or both — a gallery hop can become 
a haute-couture event. No matter how you 
dress, a pack of students can shoulder-rub 
with Houston's artsy elite, which makes for 
excellent people-watching if the exhibit itself 
gets dull. 

Once you get dressed and to the galler-
ies, make sure you hear more than what 
the armchair art critics have to say about 
the art. Try to meet the brains behind the 
exhibits. Many Houston galleries feature 
living artists' works and often, at gallery 
openings, the live artists who created them. 
Most artists are more than happy to discuss 
their work, and an artist or gallery curator 
may have an explanation for why the artist 
painted her father as a cat. 

If sparking a conversation with a world-re-
nowned creative mind seems overwhelming, 
at least discuss what you like and dislike with 
your friends. Even non-architecture students 
have interesting things to say about art. 

COURTESY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, HOUSTON 

Basquiat's Untitled (Head) wilt be on display this weekend at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston's 
"Beats of Basquiat" gallery hop. The event will also feature dancing and music by New York City 
legend Grandmaster Rash. 

This weekend, the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston, has done half your gallery-
hop planning for you. The MFAH hosts its 
monthly Starbucks Music Series event Sat-
urday. In honor of the impending close of the 
museum's Basquiat exhibit, The Beats of the 
Basquiat will feature a dance-friendly perfor-
mance by Grandmaster Flash, a preeminent 

name in early New York hip-hop. The last 
event in this series drew a crowd and line 
that extended more than a block long, but 
a Rice II) will get you in behind the velvet 
ropes of the member's line and right into 
Flash's presence. So adventuresome social-
ites unite and toast to the idiosyncratic sub-
culture of Houston's art scene. 

Exploring the METRORail: Preston Stop 
This is the first in a series of Lifestyles reviews. Each review will focus on student-friendly places at a Houston METRORail stop. 

Jenni fer Quereau 
THRESHER STAFF 

Houston's neonatal light rail 
system does not often come to 
the forefront of most students ' 
social schedules. Common criti-
cisms include METRORail's limited 
number of destinations and the 
sketchiness factor associated with 
waiting around at a rail stop. 

But the light rail has a lot going 
for it. It saves money and liberates 
car-less students from mooch-
ing off friends. It winds between 
two of the city's biggest cultural 
nodes: the museum and theater 
districts. And for students of legal 
drinking age, the rail system pro-
vides a cost-free designated driver 
and access to the densest 
concentration of bars and 
clubs in town. 

To help students take 
full advantage of one of 
the best ways to leave 
campus and get into the 
city, the Thresher details 
five activities accessible 
from one of the light rail 
stops, beginning with Pres-
ton in the heart of down-
town. Not many students 
can go out every night of 
the week, but everyone 
needs something more ac-
tive than Facebook.com-
stalking once in a while. 

1. Monday: Cheap date 
night at the Angelika 
Film Center 

Every Monday, the An-
gelika includes free large 
popcorn and large soda 
in its already inexpensive 
student price of $6. Not 
only is it cheap, but the 
movies are more interest-
ing fare than what your av-
erage Cineplex provides. 
The Angelika selects in-
dependent and art films as 
well as critically acclaimed 

films from major studios. 
This week's films: On the Out, 

Marebito, Good Night and Good 
Luck, Ms. Henderson Presents, Trans-
america, Three Burials, Match Point 

2. Tuesday: Trivia night at Flying 
Saucer beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

Get a team of up to five friends to-
gether and test your trivia knowledge 
against the Baylor College of Medi-
cine students who flock to this down-
town smorgasbord of brew. Between 
the 15-20 rounds of free — after cover 
— general knowledge trivia, kick 
back a few of the Saucer's 185-plus 
types of beer. Or, if the choice proves 
overwhelming, try one of seven 
Flights — 5-ounce sampler platters 

of several regionally themed beers. 
The bar is clean and comfortable, 
with cushy couches, darts and a loft 
upstairs with a pool table. The soar-
ing ceiling is decorated with dozens 
of plaques listing the names of regu-
lars who have achieved the milestone 
of trying 200 different beers. 

3: Tuesday: Jam night at the Red Cat 
Jazz Cafe beginning at 8:30 p.m. 

While the Red Cat has jazz seven 
nights a week, Tuesday is the only 
night you can toot your own horn. 
The no-cover jam night allows art-
ists 18 and older to get a little free 
public exposure. If you are not ready 
to pick up the groove yourself, you 
can at least witness the spontane-

ous collaboration of musicians from 
around Houston and New Orleans. 

Valentine's Day hint: Have musi-
cal talent? Think about taking your 
Valentine to the Cat and singing 
him or her something sweet. 

4. Wednesday: Live disc jockey at 
Dean's Credit Clothing 

Dean's has a smooth, hipster-
friendly atmosphere and smooth, 
wallet-friendly cocktails. Mainly a 
bar with moderately priced beer, 
wine and mixed drinks, Dean's also 
serves as a vintage clothing store 
that holds nationally recognized 
fashion shows a few times a year. 

The clothing, eerie mannequins 
and funky artwork lend the bar a 

3: Red Cot Jazz Cafe 
924 Congress St. 
(713) 226-7870 

1: Angelika Film Center 
510 Texas Ave. 
(713) 225-1470 

PRESTON 

914 Prairie St. 
(832) 606-013C 

4: Dean's Credit Clothing 
316 Main St. 
(713)227-3326 

Congress 

unique, swanky style, but it avoids 
pretentiousness with no cover and 
no dress code. 

Even the lighting and sound are 
well done: The amber glow relaxes 
patrons and the live DJ's music is 
unusual and ear-catching but not so 
loud as to drown out conversations. 
And if Dean's is too low-key, Clark's 
next door is darker, encouraging 
dancing to its techno DJs. 

5. Thursday: Ruby Room 
Pass through the fratty Boston-

Irish Pub and climb the stairs to 
the Ruby Room on the right. This 
tiny dance bar has a Thursday night 
special of $2, high-proof well drinks 
and Bud Light to attract college 

students and recent gradu-
ates. The garnet walls sport 
graffiti and hip-hop influenced 
artwork, which seems only a 
little incongruous after a few 
hours' dancing to Top 40 hits 
from the last few years. If the 
dance floor cools off, it can be 
just as entertaining to people-
watch from the patio overlook-
ing Main Street. 

Preston 

5: Ruby Room 
509 Main St. 
713)222-1033, 

2: Flying Saucer 
705 Main St. 
(713) 228-PINT 

Prairie 
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0, hookah and 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

6. Thursday: 
oxygen bar 

After you have gotten your 
fill of the generous drinks 
at Ruby Room, take a deep 
breath at 0 „ an oxygen and 
hookah bar. Each inhalable 
costs $10 for a given amount 
of time and comes in multiple 
fruity flavors. 0 2 also has a 
regular bar with a pushy owner 
who will encourage you to take 
extremely weak $2 vial shots. 

The main room is tiny, but 
something in the air at (), 
makes the atmosphere feel 
friendly instead of cramped. 
The crowd is eclectic and ca-
sual — the small space forces 
dancers to groove to the up-
beat tunes four feet away from 
the mellow hookah smokers. 
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OWLCON 
From page 11 

6"When all is said and done, 1 can look around and see over 

400 people having a really good time," Benedetto said. 
Every gaming event at OwlCon has a Game Master, to 

moderate and answer questions. GMs also ensure events 
are fair and competitive among all players. This way, 
participants can be novices and do well in about 90 percent 
of OwlCon's events, FastWarp secretary Robert Anderson, 
a Martel freshman, said. 

Drwenski worked as a GM at last year's convention. He 
created an RPG in which Rice-student-based characters 
battled corrupt Houston politicians and rival superheroes 
from the University of Houston to destroy a doomsday 
device that would fill the city with permanent smog. 

"It's like writing a story, but a really open-ended one," 
Drwenski said. "You just have to come up with a problem 
and some potential solutions." 

Many games have spin-offs or expansions with new 
characters governed by the same sets of rules. For 
example, Steve Jackson Games' card game Munchkin 
has 18 published expansions or sequels in card and 
RPG formats, broadening its appeal. 

Anderson said such games are ideal learning tools for 
beginning players. 

"From 8 p.m. Friday to [3 p.m.] Sunday, every event 
time has some form of Munchkin," he said. "If you get the 
rules for one game, you can play them [all] — but Super 
Munchkin is the best." 

Game loyalties run deep among many enthusiasts, but 
most gamers are happy to try new games, he said. 

"You get the hardcore tacticians who only play World War 
II miniatures," Anderson said. "But most of us like to learn new 
games from other people or with them." 

Drwenski said FastWarp's main purpose is to encourage 
gamers to play a variety of games together. To achieve this goal, 
the club has more than 100 games stored in lockers across campus 
that it lends to students free of charge. 

Ready for a new game? Check out FastWarp's Web site, 
www.rice.edu/warp, for suggestions or head to the Student 
Center for weekend gaming. 

Otherwise, roll the die. 
If you roll a four or lower, go to that space. 
If you roll a five or six, go to five. 

Gaming guru Steve 
Jackson returns to Rice 

Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

This year's OwlCon will feature a spe-
cial, tongue-in-cheek face familiar to cam-
pus and to the gaming industry. Steve Jack-

son (Sid '74), founder of the satirical and 
creatively titled strategy game company 
Steve Jackson Games, will be playing his and 
other games alongside convention attendees. 
Additionally, Jackson said he hopes to use 
OwlCon participants as a test audience for some 
of his newer games. 

When asked where he gets 
INSPIRATION for such comi-
cal aspects of a game's 
design, Jackson said, "It's 
what I do. I'm a smartass." 

This year will not be the first time Jackson 
returns for the convention. Jackson said he 
tested one of his earliest board games, Car 
Wars, using volunteer players at one of the 
earliest OwlCons, which set a positive prec-
edent for his future experiences there. 

"The Car Wars play-test was good 
enough that we illustrated the winner as 
a crazed driver on the back of the first 
edition of the game," he said via e-mail. 

Originally published and distribut-
ed in Ziploc bags, Car Wars has come 
a long way and has a history as long 
as OwlCon itself. It was named Sci-
ence Fiction Board Game of the Year 
in 1981 and has since been released 
as the computer game Autoduel and 
as a role-playing game using Steve 
Jackson Games' Generic Universal 

Role-Playing System (GURPS). 
Car Wars' early fame coincided with the 

foundation of his enterprise in 1980, which 
Jackson said rendered his degree in biology 
and political science degree less useful than 
his extracurricular activities — working for the 
7hresher and war gaming. 

Currently, he divides his time evenly between 
company administration and game designing. 

Jackson said the game designing process 
for his company's products varies greatly from 
game to game, even within a given genre. 
However, he said, designing board, card, min-
iatures or role-playing games takes a much 
smaller team than designing a computer game. 
A tjame production team usually consists of a 
designer, a developer and troubleshooter, a 
few illustrators, a graphic artist and volunteer 
gamers to test the creation. 

Jackson's early successes with such teams 
ensured the enduring presence of games like 
Car Wars and his 1977 board game Ogre. His 
more recent collaboration with illustrator John 
Kovalic, author of the Dork Tower comic book 
series, produced a new wave of parody games 
— most notably the award-winning Chez Geek 
and Munchkin game sets and expansions. 

The cards in such games double as single-
frame comics with senses of humor, seemingly 
influenced by everything from "Calvin and 
Hobbes" to J.R.R. Tolkien to Monty Python's 
Hying Circus. For example, one of Munchkin's 
treasure cards is a bonus that allows a player to 
use T h e Boots of Running Really Fast." 

When asked where he gets inspiration for 
such comical aspects of a game's design, Jack-
son said, "It's what I do. I'm a smartass." 

A representative of Steve Jackson Games 
will run OwlCon events Friday at 10 p.m. and 
Saturday at 10 a.m. and 10 p.m., and Jackson 
will be at the convention all weekend. 

Hank's Ice Cream scoops treasure trove of flavors 
J a n i n e Moreau 
THRESHER STAFF 

Hank's Ice Cream parlor is one of the 
best — and best-kept — secret sweet spots 
in Houston. Few Rice students frequent this 
local, family-owned business that has been 
open more than 20 years. And that means 
many students are missing out on some of the 
finest homemade ice cream, most innovative 
flavors and most hospitable Southern-style 
service around. 

Hank's Ice Cream \ 
9291 Main St. • 

10 customer favorites 
Banana pudding 
Orange chocolate chip 
Almond Joy 
Oreo cookie 
Black walnut 
Sweet cream 
Guinness 
Lemon 
Coffee 
Amaretto 

With its primary location not far from the in-
dispensable Main Street Super Target, Hank's 
parlor is never short on customers despite the 
dearth of students. Peering over the other ice 
cream lovers' heads to take a look on the walls, 
observant customers will see they are littered 
with pictures of famous faces, including pro-
fessional athletes and performers. 

When asked if he had a favorite regu-
lar customer, owner Hank Wiggins said the 
international pop divas of Destiny's Child 
definitely made the list. 

Beyonce and the girls are not the only 
Houstonians addicted to the uniquely crafted, 
exquisite taste of Hank's ice cream. An adult 
customer once cried in the store when Hank's 
was out of her favorite, lemon ice cream, 
Wiggins said. 

"Some people just get attached to certain 
flavors," he said. "They can sometimes over-
react a little bit." 

What is it about Hank's that attracts such a 
loyal and star-studded fan base? Quite possibly 
the expansive flavor assortment. Hank has a 
recipe list that stretches more than l(K) flavors 
long, with 20 usually available on a given day. 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Hank Wiggins, owner and namesake of Hank's Ice Cream Parlor on Main Street, scoops a waffle cone full of sweet cream ice cream and hands it to a 
customer. Hank's specializes in serving homemade French pot ice cream in bizarre but popular flavors, such as Guinness and orange chocolate chip. 

They all have a rich and creamy, home-
made French-pot texture and taste exactly 
like the wide variety of foods after which they 
are named. For example. Hank's sweet potato 
pie ice cream, made with real sweet potatoes, 
tasted just like the pie on my dinner table last 
Thanksgiving. 

While [Hank] Wiggins 
goes great things with 
traditional ice cream 
flavors, he specializes in 
ECCENTRIC tastes. 

The final product's great taste comes 
from the care and attention Hank and 
the family put into the ice cream-making 

process. One of my favorites. Hank's but-
ter pecan, contains pecans that the Wiggins 
family roasts in the store. 

And unlike Baskin-Robbins and grocery 
store butter pecan ice creams that contain 
only a few pieces of pecans — if any — 
Hank's has the fresh-roasted pecan halves 
in every bite. 

While Wiggins does great things with tra-
ditional ice cream parlor flavors, he special-
izes in eccentric tastes. If flavors like Grape 
Nuts and Guinness still do not satisfy an 
idiosyncratic ice cream lover's taste buds. 
Wiggins will create custom flavors on re-
quest, starting at three-gallon batches. 

Ice cream has been flowing through Wig-
gins' veins for longer than he can remember, 
and the sweet-tooth gene runs in his family. 
When he was younger, his mother had a small 

cafe that served cakes, pies and ice cream. 
"As a child, I fell in love with the taste of ice 

cream and making ice cream," Wiggins said. 
So when he went into business. Wiggins 

returned to his childhood passion. His neph-
ew, also bitten by the dessert-serving bug. 
opened another location of the unconvention-
al ice cream parlor — the only other one so 
far — in Atlanta. Ga. 

Customers have a hard time finding any-
thing to criticize about the beloved ice cream 
shop, but Hank's could benefit from more 
seating. And its appeal to the student crowd 
would increase if it were open 24 hours. 

But the ice cream is worth standing up for. 
so next time a sweet tooth hits before 9 p.m.. 
try Hank's instead of the traditional Ben and 
Jerry's or Cold Stone Creamery, l ike the sign 
in the parlor says, "It's all good." 

http://www.rice.edu/warp
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Women's basketball 
can still claim C-USA 

A funny thing happened at the women's basketball 
game against East Carolina Monday. The Owls held 
a 65-47 lead with about eight minutes remaining in 
the second half, and with the 
Pirates shooting somewhere 
around 25 percent from the 
field, it looked like the lead 
was only going to increase. 
Having already witnessed a 
51-point thrashing of the Uni-
versity ofTexas-El Paso About 
a week before, I felt safe in pre-
dicting yet another blowout. 
I told a friend of mine at the 
game that Rice would score 
70 points before the Pirates 
made another basket. 

East Carolina then went 
on a 14-2 run to cut the lead to 67-61. So much for my 
prognostication skills. 

This brief sequence of events represents the story 
of Rice's season, a rollercoaster ride that has included 
five wins of 10 or more points, four losses of 20 or more 
points, three players going down for the season with 
leg injuries, two wins away from Autry Court and one 
s tar ter remaining from a team that won the Western 
Athletic Conference title last season. That player, junior 
forward Lauren Neaves, is averaging 13.7 points and 
10.6 rebounds per game, both improvements on her 
averages from a season ago, when she earned second 
team all-WAC honors. Neaves has averaged 22 points 
in Rice's last three games. 

I remember writing back in December that "the Owls 
should be in the hunt for a championship in Confer-
ence USA this year, provided they don't lose any more 
players to injury" ("Men's basketball has much room 
to grow," Dec. 2). Even though Rice lost its leading 
scorer, junior guard Krystal Frazier, for the season 
with a torn Achilles' tendon, there 's no reason the Owls 
cannot win the conference title come March. 

Looking at this team three weeks ago, it seemed 
like the season was lost. Rice was mired near the bot-
tom of the C-USA standings, beginning a four-game 
homestand while in the midst of a four-game losing 
streak. But true to form, the Owls subsequently won 
three of the four games at home, and in that one loss 
Rice led by 12 points in the second half. 

Heading into a short two-game road trip this 
weekend, the Owls sit in the middle of the pack in 
the C-USA standings, three games behind confer-
ence-leading Tulsa. With plenty of games left to play 
in the season, the conference is still very much up 
for grabs. None of the top 10 teams in the conference 
has really distinguished i t se l f—Tulsa and SMU have 
played the most consistently all season, but they're 
hardly invincible. Both lost to that same UTEP team 
Rice blew out, and they combined to beat the Owls 
by just 12 points at home. 

Any team can go on an extended run at any time 
before the C-USA tournament, and despite its injury 
problems, Rice has as good a chance as any team to 
finish on top. The Owls endured a brutal non-confer-
ence schedule this year, with road games against Mis-
sissippi, Washington, Stanford and Marquette. While 
they won none of those games, the experience gained 
from playing in those tough environments should help 
the team in critical games late in the season. 

Of course, Rice will have to fix a few things to 
win the conference title. Alhough they are gener-
ally not a turnover-prone team, the Owls have had 
careless stretches recently. And with Frazier out, 
Rice will have to develop a consistent second scoring 
option. 

Against East Carolina, the Owls too often tried to 
give the ball to Neaves inside, passing up easy shots 
of their own. While that strategy may have worked 
against the Pirates that night, Rice cannot possibly 
expect Neaves to continue scoring 25-30 points a night, 
especially against teams with good low post defend-
ers. The Owls have a few players capable of scoring 
10 points each night, and those players should try to 
get more involved in the offense. 

Finally, Rice is going to have to win on the road. 
Moral victories are nice, but they are ultimately 
meaningless. Rice needs to show it can hang around 
with a team at its place and eventually close the game. 
If these things happen, there 's a good chance our 
rollercoaster season will make a repeat stop at the 
NCAA tournament. 

Stephen Whitfield is a Sid Richardson College sophomore 
and co-sports editor. 

Owls face defending NCAA champion UT 
Freshmn Luna leads offensive charge in season-opening wins with 3 HR, 6 RBI 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After solid wins against Central Mis-
souri State University — the No. 2 team 
in Division II — and McNeese State 
University at Reckling Park last week, the 
baseball team will set its sights on one of 
the biggest non-conference tournaments 
in the country. The Houston College 
Classic at Minute Maid Park will feature 
perennially strongTexasTech University, 
Tulane University, University of Houston, 
Texas Christian University and the Uni-
versity of Texas. 

' We don't expect [Luna ] to 

carry us all the time, but 

there's no questioning his 

ability.' 
— Wayne Graham 

Head baseball coach 

Rice (2-0) will open the College Classic 
with a 3:30 game against Texas Tech (3-
0) this afternoon. Texas Tech is coming 
off of a three-game sweep of Louisiana-
Monroe in which the Red Raiders scored 
a total of 46 runs but gave up 20. In two 
games, Rice has given up just two runs 
while scoring 15. 

But the marquee matchup of the 
weekend is a clash between the fifth-
ranked Owls and seventh-ranked UT, 
the defending national champion, at 7 
p.m. Saturday. The I^onghorns (1-3) are 
reeling following a three-game sweep at 
the hands of then-unranked San Diego. 
UT pitching was roughed up in the series 
—including an injury to ace right-hander 
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Sophomore left-hander Joe Savery makes a pickoff throw to junior first baseman Travis 
Reagan in Rice's season-opening 9-0 win over Central Missouri State Saturday. The Owls 
will take on Texas Tech, UT and TCU this weekend at Minute Maid Park. 

Kyle McCulloch, who was hit on the ankle 
with a line drive. 

"When you go in facing Texas and 
Texas Tech, [which] are always up there 
in the baseball polls, they're going to be 
ready," freshman designated hitter/third 
baseman Aaron Luna said. "It's a Rice-
Texas game. It's always a shootout." 

UT, like Rice, has a legendary coach 
in 67-year-old Augie Garrido, who has led 

his teams to five national championships 
and is the all-time winningest coach in 
Division I history. Head coach Wayne 
Graham emphasizes the significance of 
playing UT to his team. 

"Coach Graham puts UT on a pedestal 
as the figurehead of who we are supposed 
to beat," sophomore left-hander Cole 
St.Clair said. "I think we are all psyched to 

See BASEBALL page lfi 

Men's basketball defeats Marshall in 78-75 in OT 
by Chris Pasich 

THRESHER STAFF 

After splitting its two games last week, 
Rice will play the second of back-to-back 
games on the road Saturday at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa. 

Laiv week, the Owls defeated Mar-
sha University in Huntington, West 
Va. in overtime Wednesday after losing 
in an iniei.~e game at home against the 
University of Memphis Saturday. 

After Saturday's game against Tulsa, 
Rice returns home to face East Caro-
lina University Wednesday. The Owls 
have six games remaining before the 
Conference USA tournament March 
8-11 in Memphis, Tenn. Rice looks to 
mirror its effort from the game against 
third-ranked Memphis last week. 

"We just need to come with the same 
levelsof intensity,"Williams said. "It'sjust 
a mental effort. There's nothing physical 
about it, there's nothing too hard to think 
about, you've got to just come and do it.... 
If we can play every game like we played 
against Memphis,... I think we'll do great 
in the second half of conference." 

last week, the ()wls defeated Marshall 
78-75 to bring their record back to .500 in 
conference play. Rice controlled the entire 
game, and junior guard Morris Almond 

led the Owls in scoring with 36 points. 
Rice led by six points with less than 

a minute to go in regulation, but the 
Thundering Herd made a 7-1 run at the 
end of the game to force overtime. The 
Owls were ahead by three points with 2.6 
seconds remaining and fouled Marshall 
with the intent of giving the Thundering 
Herd two free throws and thus preventing 
them from tying the game. After Marshall 
guard Chris Ross made the first free 
throw, he intentionally missed the second. 
Marshall got the rebound, however, and 
scored to tie the game. 

Junior guard Ixirenzo Williams had 
seven points in overtime and fifteen points 
on the game for the Owls, in addition to 
nine assists and six rebounds. 

Against highly touted Memphis Satur-
day, the Owls put up a strong fight, led by 
30 points from Almond. Almond hit only 8 
of 21 shots from the field, but he made 11 
of 13 free throws. Williams had 14 points to 
go along with 8 assists on the night while 
directing the Owls' offense. 

"[Almond's] been doing a good job 
of putting the ball in the hole for us," 
said Williams. "It's something that we 
need. For me, as far as scoring, I don't 
look to score too much — I just look 
to distribute the ball. I feel that, in any 
game, if I can get eight assists, we 

should be able to win the game." 
Rice played in a zone the entire game, 

forcing the Tigers to shoot 31 three-point-
ers on the night. Rice was down by 15 
points midway through the second half, 
but a switch to a different zone and an 
increase in focus and intensity brought 
the Owls within three points with 2:03 
remaining in the game. Senior forward 
J.R. Harrison hit a jumper that brought 
the score to 78-75, but the Owls would get 
no closer down the stretch as Memphis 
went 4-4 from the charity stripe to close 
out the game. 

"When we went to the media timeout 
with eight minutes to go, I just told every-
body that we're down right now, but we 
have a run in us," raid Williams. "Even-
tually, shots started to fall, we started to 
get stops, and we found ourselves back 
in the game." 

Harrison had 20 points on the night 
and led Rice with 8 rebounds. Almond, 
Harrison and Williams, who lead the 
Owls in points, rebounds and assists 
respectively, have been the catalysts for 
the Owls this season. 

"That's our job," said Almond. "We're 
upperclassmen. If not us, who? Consis-
tency is a big thing. We just have to make 
sure we have our mind correct, each and 
every night." 

Friday 2 / 1 0 12 p.m. Men's tennis vs. Oklahoma State (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
3 p.m. Women's tennis vs. Mississippi State (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
3:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Texas Tech (Minute Maid Park) 

Part of three-day Houston College Classic 

Saturday 2 / 1 1 7 p.m. Baseball vs. UT (Minute Maid Park) 

Sunday 2 /12 12 p.m.. Men's tennis vs. Miami (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 

6 p.m. Baseball vs. TCU (Minute Maid Park) 

Wednesday 2 /15 7 p.m. Men's basketball vs. East Carolina (Autry Court) 
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Sophomore guard Kadie Riverin drives to the basket in Rice's 79-72 loss to UH Friday. The Owls will play at UTEP tonight 
at 8 p.m. before traveling to New Orleans, La. to play Tulane Sunday at 2 p.m. 

Women's basketball falls to UH, beats ECU 
by Amber Obermeyer 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

After a disappointing loss to the 
University of Houston Friday, junior 
forward Lauren Neaves scored 29 
points to lead the women's basketball 
team to a victory over East Carolina 
University Monday at Autry Court. 
With the split at home, the Owls 
(9-12, 5-5 Conference USA) are now 
in a tie for fifth place in the knot-
ted-up C-USA standings — 8 of the 
league's 12 teams have four, five or 
six losses. 

Rice plays two of those eight 
teams on the road this weekend, fac-
ing the University of Texas-El Paso 
(12-10, 4-6) tonight at 8 p.m. and Tu-
lane University (10-9, 4-6) Sunday at 
2 p.m. Earlier this season, the Owls 
rolled to a 51-point win against UTEP, 
which lost at conference doormat 
University of Memphis (3-18, 1-9) 
Monday. However, the Miners de-
feated both conference-leadingTulsa 
University (17-4, 8-2) and second-
place Southern Methodist University 
(12-10, 7-3) at home in January. 

Williams said he has been trying 
to keep the team from being over-
confident. 

"I asked the team, 'How would 
you feel if we had gone to UTEP and 
lost by 50 and now they're coming 
to Autry Court?'" head coach Greg 
Williams (Hanszen '70) said. "But it's 
hard for them to accept that. They'll 
sit there and nod, but in the back of 
their mind, they're thinking, 'Come 
on, coach, we beat them by 50.'" 

Earlier this month against Tulane, 
the Owls went ahead by 28 points 
early in the second half. But Rice's 
lead dwindled to six points late in the 
game, and Williams said he expects 
a close game this weekend at Tulane 
(12-9, 5-5). 

"All Tulane is saying about our 
first game is the clock just [ran out] 
too soon," Williams said. 

I-ast week, Rice dressed only 
four guards — including senior 
I .at rice Elder, who is battling a nag-
ging knee injury and was limited to 
one game. Sophomores Maudess 
Fulton and Whitney McCauley and 
junior Krystal Frazier have all had 
surgery after suffering major injuries, 
and freshman Catherine Flores and 
senior Rosyland Jeffries were also 
out of the lineup last week. Williams 
said he hopes Flores will be able to 
play Feb. 17 against SMU. 

Williams has been a coach for 
about 30 years, and he said he cannot 
remember ever having a team with 
so many injuries to guards. 

"It's really strange," Williams said. 
"Usually your post players get hurt, 
especially with ankle twists. In our 
individual work now, the gym tilts 
— we've got all the post players at 
one end and not enough guards to 
balance the court." 

Monday against East Carolina 
(13-8,5-5), Rice sustained a 26-10 run 
over the game's last nine minutes. 
During that stretch, the Owls went 
0-7 from the field and had seven turn-
overs against the Pirates' press, but 
Rice went 10-12 from the free-throw 
line to seal the victory. The Owls were 
36-41 from the line on the game. 

Sophomore guard Kadie Riverin 
had played all 77 minutes of the Owls' 
games last week until she fouled out 
with about three minutes left in the 
ECU game. But Elder stepped in ca-
pably, going 7-8 from the free-throw 
line. Williams said he had hoped he 
would not to have to use Elder in the 
second half of the game. 

7 saw fear in our eyes, 

and I'm sure [ UH J saw 

it too — it 's like a shark 

smelling blood.' 
— Greg Williams (Hanszen '70) 
Head women's basketball coach 

"I didn't want to play her in the 
second half because we're trying 
to rest her knee — we don't know 
how her knee's going to react and 
whether she's going to be able to play 
this weekend or not," Williams said. 
" I But I she gave us stability when we 
were really scrambling at the end. 
It's huge to have a point guard who 
you can get the ball to who's going 
to make free throws when |the op-
ponent is] fouling." 

Elder's steady hand helped the 
Owls survive the game's final min-
utes, but Neaves had a career game 
on both ends of the floor. Despite 
playing just 30 minutes, she tied a 
career high with 29 points and added 
10 rebounds and 3 blocks. On the 
game, Neaves made 11 of 15 shots, 
or 73 percent, while the rest of the 
team shot just 22 percent. 

But the team has been able to use 
its post play to draw fouls, going to 
the line enough to compensate for 
missed field goals. 

"Early on, it looked like they were 
going to struggle guarding us inside, 
so we absolutely wanted to go inside," 

Williams said. "Some of the fouls were 
a byproduct of going inside, and go-
ing inside is certainly our strength 
right now with our thinness on the 
perimeter." 

In Friday's game against UH 
(9-12, 64), Rice led early in both 
halves, but the Cougars put together 
a 25-4 second-half run to take a nine-
point lead. Rice cut the margin to six 
with about four minutes remaining 
in the game, and the Owls appeared 
to have stopped the Cougars on 
their next possession, playing good 
perimeter defense and eventually 
forcing a loose ball. But UH's Tye 
Jackson scrambled to the ball and 
called a timeout with three seconds 
left on the shot clock. The Cougars 
then executed their out-of-bounds 
play perfectly — Sha'Ratta Hawkins 
nailed a three-pointer to put the game 
effectively out of reach. 

"At halftime, we said. This game 
is probably going to be won by the 
team that's the mentally toughest for 
the next 20 minutes,' and that was 
shown," Williams said. "They out-
hustled us for loose balls. When we 
were down six, Jackson kind of lost 
the ball, and she's the only player who 
dives on the floor. Two white jersey 
Rice players were right there, and we 
don't get on the floor." 

In contrast to the teams' Jan. 
15 game, when Jackson scored 37 
points to lead the Cougars to a 79-72 
victory, UH won Friday's meeting 
with superior all-around guard 
play. The Cougars used a full-court 
press to disrupt the Owls' rhythm 
offensively, amassing 17 steals on 
the game. Rice has superior interior 
players — Neaves and Berezhynska 
combined for 25 points — but the 
team's guards struggled to get them 
the ball against the UH press. 

'"ITiere's a saying in basketball, 
and it's pretty legit: You're only as 
good as your guard play," Williams 
said. "1 saw fear in our eyes, and I'm 
sure they saw it too — it's like a shark 
smelling blood." 

Only eight Owls played eight 
or more minutes in the game, and 
three played at least 36 minutes. But 
Neaves said being short-handed is 
not an excuse against the Cougars, 
who only had eight players enter 
the game. 

"We both have small lineups right 
now, so it was just a matter of who 
could fight the fatigue more," Neaves 
said. "They apparently wanted it 
more. We'd get a lead and play re-
ally well for a stretch, and then we'd 
just fall apart on defense and make 
needless fatigue turnovers." 

Jimoh breaks school 
record in pentathlon 

by Katy Miller 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

The women's track and field 
team had a successful meet at 
the Houston Indoor Invitational 
last Friday at the University of 
Houston, winning all of the dis-
tance events while also turning 
in strong performances in the 
field events. 

'I'm happy with how 
I did last week. But I 
definitely feel, given 
the chance, that I 
could have an even 
better performance.' 

— Funmi Jimoh 
Senior pentathlete 

The Owls travel to Seattle, 
Wash, this weekend to compete 
in the Husky Classic Saturday. 
Dempsey Indoor Stadium at 
the University of Washington 
is known for having one of the 
best indoor tracks in the nation. 
Head coach Jim Bevan said he is 
looking forward to both the new 
venue and competition. 

"Three of the last four weeks 
we've seen similar teams," Be-
van said. "It'll be good to get 
out and compete against fresh 
faces." 

Rice will be rested going into 
the Husky Classic and will be 
ready to take advantage of the 
facilities known for faster times. 
Senior Flo Nwagwu said the 
Owls are going to be focusing 
on their individual goals. 

"As long as I can keep my 
game intact and make sure that 
I'm doing what 1 need to regard-
less of which teams show up, I 
know how I perform and how I 
compete," Nwagwu said. 

At the Houston Invitational, 
senior Funmi Jimoh won the 
pentathlon with 3,937 points, 
more than 200 better than UH's 
Rachel Easley. Jimoh trailed 
Easley going into the final event, 
the 800 meters, but finished 
fourth in the race with a time 
of 2 minutes, 30.12 seconds, 
well ahead of Easley and good 

enough for a victory. Jimoh 
bested the school record in the 
pentathlor, pi ?viously held by 
Ruthann Gairdner (Will Rice 
'04), by 61 points, <JI with just 
seven days' rest instead of the 
standard two to three weeks. 

Friday marked just the sec-
ond time Jimoh has ever com-
peted in a pentathlon — she 
placed third with 3,625 points 
at the Zia Classic Multis Jan. 27 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Jimoh may not compete in the 
event at the Conference USA 
Indoor Track and Field Champi-
onships Feb. 24-25, but she has 
provisionally qualified for the 
NCAA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships in March with 
her performance at UH. 

Jimoh, who was named the 
C-USA w o m e n ' s t r ack and 
field athlete of the week for 
her efforts, said she can still 
improve. 

"I'm happy with how I did 
last week," she said. "But I 
definitely feel, given the chance, 
that I could have an even better 
performance." 

Three of the last four 

weeks we 've seen 

similar teams. It'll be 

good to get out and 

see some fresh faces.' 
— Jim Bevan 

Head women's track 
and field coach 

The distance runners were 
similarly dominant, continuing 
a season-long t rend. Senior 
Kate Gorry ran the 5,000 in 17 
minutes, 28.58 seconds, placing 
first and setting the meet record. 
Junior Leah McKay finished 
second in the event with a time 
of 19:44.16. 

Sophomore Marissa Dan-
iels won the 3,000 in 9:47.07, 
and the Owls also took four of 
the top six spots in the mile. 
Sophomore Callie Wells placed 
first in 4:54.25, senior Anna 
Reeve followed in second place 
in 5:03.69, sophomore Lennie 
Waite finished fourth and junior 
Brandi Armstrong took sixth. 

1 / A P I A N ) T E S T P R E P A N D 
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YOU'RE I N V I T E D TO A 

SPECIAL 
PRACTICE TEST 

EVENT 
G M A T I G R E I LSAT I MCAT I DAT I OAT I P C A T 

Take a FREE practice test at this event and you'll receive a detailed 
score analysis and exclusive strategies to help you prepare for Test Day! 

Saturday, February 25th 

10:00 AM 
Rice University 

ENROLL 
TODAY 

Limited seats are available. Call 1-800-KAP-TEST 
or visit kaptest.com/practice. 
•Tes t n a m e s are reg is tered t rademark! , o f their r e s p e c U w owners 6PGA0C 
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BASEBALL 
From page 14 

beat them. I didn't think they were 
really that good last year. They were 
just one of those teams that get hot 
at the right time." 

UT beat Rice in both of the teams' 
games last season, winning 7-0 March 
9 in Austin and 7-6 April 20 at Reck-
ling Park. 

Rice will round out the College 
Classic by facing No. 21TCU Sunday 
at 6 p.m. The Owls took two of three 
from the Horned Frogs last year at 
Reckling Park. 

After an opening-day shutout of 
Central Missouri State on Saturday, 
Rice brought the same pitching men-
tality to its 6-2 mid-week win Tuesday 
against McNeese State. Owl pitchers 
combined to strike out 17. Sophomore 
right-hander Bobby Bell earned the 
win with a short four-inning outing 
in which he allowed just one run and 
struck out six in Rice's 6-2 victory. 

After homering in his first two col-
legiate at-bats Saturday, Luna struck 
again with a three-run home run to 
straight-away centerfield in the first 
inning. Sophomore centerfielder 
Tyler Henley and sophomore third 
baseman Brian Friday had reached 
base to lead off the inning. 

"This [was] only my second game, 
so obviously I'm still a little nervous 
playing in front of the home crowd, 
trying to represent [my] school," 
Luna said. "After the first at-bat in 
the Central Missouri game, I kind 
of calmed down." 

In just four official at-bats, Luna 
is 34 with three home runs and six 
runs batted in. He also has two walks 
and has been hit by a pitch, which 
translates into an on base percent-
age of .857. 

After McNeese State closed the 
gap to one run against sophomore 

GSA takes lead in 
Premier Division 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In a battle of unbeaten teams, 
GSA (2-0) shut out Wiess (2-1) 
by a 2-0 score Friday in Premier 
Division action. The win puts GSA 
alone at the top of the division, 
followed by Wiess, Will Rice and 
Brown. After a hard-fought 1-0 
loss to Wiess, Will Rice (1-1-1) 
took out its wrath on Baker (0-2) 
winning by mercy rule 7-0. 

COUE6E SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

The Championship Division 
saw Jones (2-0) down Hanszen 
(0-3) by a 2-1 margin and Lovett 
(2-1) defeat Martel (0-2) Sunday 5-
2. This Sunday features a matchup 
between the two teams at the top of 
the division, as Sid Rich (2-0) will 
take on Jones for a playoff berth. 
The loser will battle for a spot in the 
final week of the regular season. 

Women's soccer 
With the exception of GSA's 

4-1 win over Jones in the Saturday 
league, the women's college soccer 
season has been competitive so far. 
In the Saturday League, Will Rice 

and Martel battled to a 1-1 tie after 
overtime, and Lovett and Hanszen 
ended in a 1-1 tie in Sunday League 
action. Wiess was disqualified from 
playoff contention by virtue of a 
forfeit to Sid Sunday. 

Women's softball 
In a rematch of last year's final, 

Hanszen and Will Rice squared 
off in a nail-biter Monday in the 
Grapefruit League. Extra innings 
saw Will Rice score two runs in 
the top half, but Hanszen quickly 
answered, tallying three runs in 
the bottom half of the extra frame 
to win 10-9. Wiess lost to Sid by 
forfeit Monday. 

In the Cactus league, Lovett 
dominated Jones, winning 23-1 
on Saturday. Martel won by forfeit 
over Brown in the other Cactus 
League game. 

Coed flag football 
In the lone Grey League game, 

Martel (2-0) topped Will Rice (1-2) 
20-14 to grab a share of the league 
lead with Sid. 

Wiess (2-1) played two games 
Wednesday in the Blue League, fall-
ing by a score of 16-9 to Jones (3-0) 
before a 15-0 win over Baker (0-3). 
In the other Blue league game 
Wednesday. Hanszen (1-2) outdu-
eled Lovett (1-1) by a 7-0 score. 

Come and Tnjoy 

Dine-in Cafe 
Catering 
Lunch 

1 0 - 6 Mon- Sat 

f g j 2512 Rice Blvd. @ Kirby 
10% Off your Meal c»n i<m-
With Kicc University 1.1). "ctails 

Free Wt Fi Available 7 1 3 . 5 2 0 . 5 9 9 3 
w w w . r i c c v i I l a g e . l o g a n f a r m s . c o m 

right-hander Kurt Pessa in the top of 
the seventh, St.Clair came in to get 
the final out of the inning. St Clair also 
pitched a scoreless eighth, striking 
out all four batters he faced on the day. 
Rice expanded its lead to four runs 
before senior right-hander Bryce Cox 
came in to seal the victory, holding the 
Cowboys scoreless in the ninth. 

"Cox and StClair both have the 
ability to pitch one, two or three in-
nings of relief," Graham said. "If they 
command their pitches, they can beat 
anybody. Cox's ball moves a lot and 
StClair has deception that [hitters] 
don't pick up. If we can keep them 
healthy and in the right frame of mind, 
it's [going to be] hard to beat those 
two at the end of a ballgame." 

On Saturday, Rice opened its 
season with a convincing 9-0 win over 
Central Missouri State. The Owls 
pounded out 14 hits while allowing 
just three behind the pitching of 
sophomore left-hander Joe Savery, 
senior right-hander Eddie Deger-
man, St.Clair and Cox. Savery got 
the win, allowing just one hit while 
striking out five. 

The Owls' third basemen led the 
team offensively as Luna, who was 
the designated hitter in this game, 
connected for two home runs and 
three RBI in two at-bats, and Friday 
went 3-for-5 with an RBI and a stolen 
base. 

"[Luna] really gives us, with Ro-
driguez and Savery, a good middle of 
the lineup," Graham said. "We don't 
expect him to carry us all the time, 
but there's no questioning his ability. 
He's got talent, but he's also got the 
demeanor." 

Graham made four lineup substi-
tutions in the field against the Mules, 
and he said he expects to continue 
experimenting this weekend. 

"It's early in the year — just like 
Texas out in San Diego, [we] really 
haven't solidified anything with the 
lineup yet," Graham said. "I'm sure 
Texas will be out to right their ship 
[ Saturday ]. We want to play the game 
well, and I don't think that there is 
anybody in the country that we can't 
play well against." 

IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

Senior second baseman Greg Buchanan takes a pitch in Rice's 9-0 shutout 
of Central Missouri State Saturday at Reckling Park. Rice returns to the 
diamond this weekend for the Houston College Classic at Minute Maid 
Park. Rice will face Texas Tech today at 3:30 p.m., UT tomorrow at 7 p.m. 
and TCU Sunday at 6 p.m. 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Swim team prepares 
for conference meet 

The swim team won 6 of the 
11 events in a dual meet against 
eighth-ranked University of Texas 
at thejamail Swim Center in Austin, 
Texas Wednesday but lost the meet 
114-89. Rice is now 5-5 in dual meets 
this season. 

"I felt like we had a good shot 
at winning a number of events, and 
we did," head coach Seth Huston 
said. "I really feel like we've got a 
lot of momentum right now." 

The Owls are currently tapering 
for the Conference USAChampion-
ship, to be held at the University of 
Houston Feb. 22-25. This transition 
means a change in workout rou-
tine, moving away from grueling 
workouts and toward shorter, less 
taxing workouts. 

"We're kind of in a phase where 
we are leaving the hard work 
behind and trying to recover," 
Huston said. "Initially, when you 
recover, you don't always feel so 
good. People didn't feel that great 
swimming, but they swam really 
well. [The UT dual meet] gave us 
a good feel for where everyone 
is at and what areas we need to 
work on." 

Sophomore Brittany Massen-
gale won the 200-yard freestyle—in 
a season-best time of 1:51.13—and 
the 500 freestyle at the meet against 
UT. Freshman Diane Gu also won 
two individual events, taking the 50 
freestyle and the 100 freestyle, and 
contributed to the Owls' winning 
200 and 400 freestyle relays. 

Freshman Carlyann Miller, like 
Massengale, also swam a season-
best time in the 200 freestyle, 

finishing just .18 seconds behind 
her teammate. 

"This meet was definitely a 
transition meet," Huston said. 
"We are two weeks out of confer-
ence, and in swimming we train 
a long period of time to peak for 
one or two meets at the end of the 
season — and that's conference." 

— Matt McCabe 

Golf takes third in 
local tournament 

At the sixth annual Rice Intercol-
legiate tournament this week, the 
golf team finished in third place 
out of a field of fourteen teams, 
and junior Heon Young Lee took 
fifth place individually at the Wil-
lowisp Country Club in Missouri 
City, Texas. 

The Owls improved on last year's 
mediocre sixth-place performance 
at the Rice Intercollegiate, when 
torrential weather forced a prema-
ture end to the competition. 

With sophomore Jeff Kra-
kowiak leading the squad with a 
148 through two rounds, the Owls 
jumped to their third-place standing 
on the first day of the tournament 
and never relinquished it. 

The team shot a disappoint-
ing third-round 300 on day two 
to finish nine strokes behind 
first-place Santa Clara University 
and four strokes behind Colorado 
State University. The Owls held 
off fourth-place University of 
Texas-San Antonio by one stroke. 
Tulane, the only other Confer-
ence USA school participating 
in the tournament, finished in 
last place. 

"We came in with the mindset 
that we could win it all," fresh-
man Kyle Kelley said. "And on 
the last day we had a chance, but 
things just didn't go our way on 
the back nine." 

Krakowiak finished tied for 9th, 
Kelley and sophomore Addison 
Awe tied for 16th, senior Parker La-
Barge tied for 41st and sophomore 
Kaz Hoffman tied for 48th. 

In addition to the main team 
lineup, Rice had three players 
competing individually: Lee, fresh-
man Erik Petersen and sophomore 
BobbyThomure. Lee finished with 
a score of 10-over-par 220, only one 
stroke behind a four-man champi-
onship playoff that was eventually 
won by Brian Grossman of Stephen 
F. Austin State University. 

"(Heon) played a solid week of 
golf, and he has a good chance to 
make it into the starting lineup," 
Kelley said. 

Petersen ended the tourna-
ment tied for 48th, and Thomure 
finished 66th. 

Overall, Kelley said, the tour-
nament boosted the team's con-
fidence heading into the spring 
season. 

"I think we've got the most talent 
Rice has seen in a while," he said. 
"And now we really feel like we 
can compete with higher-ranked 
teams." 

The Owls next compete at 
the Roadrunner Intercollegiate 
tournament, hosted by UTSA Feb. 
20-21. In San Antonio, they will face 
several familiar teams besides the 
Roadrunners, including Stephen 
F. Austin, Baylor, Lamar, and Sam 
Houston. 

— Dylan Farmer 
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Men's track wins medals, sets records at Houston Invitational 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER KDmiRlAl. STAFF 

After a week off from competi-
tion, the men's track and field team 
returned to action last weekend at 
the Houston Indoor Invitational at 
the University of Houston. At the 
meet, senior Ryan Walsh set a Rice 
indoor record while finishing fourth 
in the heptathlon, freshman Alex 
Solomon won the first race of his 
collegiate career and junior Pablo 
Solares breezed past the competition 
to win the mile. 

Today the Owls will compete at 
theTyson Invitational in Fayetteville, 
Ark. It is Rice's final meet before 
the Conference USA Indoor Track 
and Field Championships Feb. 
24-25 at UH. 

Walsh's 5,035 points in the hep-
tathlon set a record, although he 
was just the third Owl to compete in 
the event. The pentathlon was run in 
the past, but the NCAA switched to 
the heptathlon two years ago. Junior 
Gary Anderson set the previous 
record of 4,505 points at last year's 
Western Athletic Conference Indoor 
Championships. Sophomore Tyler 
Whitham also broke the record last 
weekend, finishing seventh with 
4,807 points. 

Walsh's eighth-place finish in the 
long jump and thirteenth-place finish 
in the high jump prevented him from 
winning the heptathlon, and he said 
he needs to improve in those two 
events over the next few weeks. 

"After the last event was over, I 
was surprised with my final score, 
because overall I didn't compete the 
best I possibly could," Walsh said. 

Walsh and Whitham's successes 
create a dilemma heading into the 
C-USA indoor meet. The seven events 
of the heptathlon are spread out over 
the two days of the meet and are run 
separately from their correspond-
ing individual events, so an athlete 
who competes in the heptathlon 

essentially does so at the expense 
of all other events. Walsh will almost 
certainly compete in the heptathlon at 
the C-USA meet, although he is only 
entered in the pole vault this week-
end. ButgivenWhitham's dominating 
performance in the 60-meter hurdles 
— he won his section by almost half 
a second last weekend — the Owls 
could fare better at the conference 
meet with him running in that event 
individually. This weekend, Whitham 
will compete individually in the pole 
vault and hurdles and in the mile relay 
with Solares, senior Bahnsen Miller 
and senior Eric Spear. 

Head coach Jon Warren (Jones 
'88) said the decision of where to 
run Whitham at the C-USA meet will 
be difficult. 

"We're probably looking at Ryan 
doing [the heptathlon] at confer-
ence," Warren said. "With Tyler, 
we're not sure, because he's such 
a strong hurdler. We'll just have to 
see what's best for the team — even 
though he'll definitely be one of the 
best heptathletes in the conference, 
so that's a strange decision we're 
going to have to make." 

Solares' finish in his first mile 
run of the year — 4 minutes, 9.25 
seconds, almost four seconds faster 
than second-place Westly Keating of 
UT-Pan American — was somewhat 
expected. The real surprise came 
from Solomon, who took over the 
lead in the 5,000 at the 2,000-meter 
mark and did not relinquish it, win-
ning with a time of 15:51.81. Solomon 
may have benefited from a weaker 
field. Many of the stronger runners 
participated in the 3,000 meters ear-
lier in the day, including sophomore 
Charles Hampton and senior David 
Axel, who finished fourth and fifth 
in that race, respectively. Warren 
said Solomon's performance was 
still very impressive. 

"Granted, [Solomon] knows it 
wasn't the fastest heat in the world, 
but at the same time a college race 

Women's tennis falls 
short in LSU upset bid 

by Adriene Giese 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The Rice women's tennis team 
fell just short of an upset of 43rd-
ranked Louisiana State University 
on Saturday in Baton Rouge, La. 
The match marked the team's 
third consecutive loss on the 
road. 

Today the 55th-ranked Owls 
face 66th-ranked Mississippi State 
University at 3 p.m. at Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium, where they have 
not played a match since wins 
against Texas A&M University-Cor-
pus Christi and I^amar University 
Jan. 21. 

"It is important to have a 
home- court advantage after losing 
three away matches in a row," head 
coach Roger White said. "We are 
really looking forward to playing 
with a supportive fan base." 

I am confident that the 

team is in shape and 

mentally prepared to 

compete.' 
— Medeja Edic 

Senior tennis player 

Mississippi State, previously 
ranked 33rd nationally, is trying 
to rebound from season-opening 
losses atthehandsof72nd-ranked 
University of Houston and 73rd-
ranked Troy University 

"I look forward to the match," 
senior Medeja Egic said, "It's going 
to be tough, but after a solid perfor-
mance last weekend, I am confident 
that the team is in shape and men-
tally prepared to compete." 

— -

ANNA WHITMIRE/THRESHER 

Senior Eric Spear runs a leg of the 4 x 400-meter relay during last season's UH Invitational. The Owls will next participate in the 
Tyson Invitational meet held in Fayetteville, Ark. Feb. 10-11. 

is a college race with Division I 
athletes," Warren said. "The sur-
prising part [was seeing] how solid 
he ran through every facet: sitting, 
leading and then being able to pick 
it up significantly in the end to take 
the victory." 

Solomon will not compete again 

until the C-USA meet. He said he is 
focused on running a fast enough 
time to score points at that meet. 

"I really would like to place at 
conference," Solomon said. 'To do 
that, I really have to run a little bit 
faster. ... If I can make top-eight in 
conference and score a point or 

two, that would definitely be good 
for me." 

In other events, sophomore Omar 
Wright finished third in the high jump, 
clearing six feet, eight inches, and se-
nior Luke Stadel threw a season-high 
54 feet, 4.75 inches on his way to a 
sixth-place finish in the shot put. 

Against LSU, the Owls dropped 
all three doubles matches by a 
score of 8-4 before improving their 
play in singles. Senior Blair DiSesa 
provided a highlight win at the first 
position with a straight-set defeat of 
Mykala Hedberg, and sophomore 
Tiffany I>ee and Egic won in three 
sets at the fourth and fifth spots, 
respectively. 

'It's hard to feel the value 

of a good match when 

you don V come home 

with a win.' 
— Roger White 

Head women's tennis coach 

However, sophomore Christine 
Dao lost at the second position, and 
freshman Alanna Rodgers fell in 
straight sets at the third spot. The 
()wls still had a chance for an upset, 
but LSU's Camila Caliari defeated 
sophomore Kimberly Patenaude 
at the sixth position to secure the 
win for LSU. 

"I think that everyone showed 
a lot of heart, which is a great 
stepping stone for the rest of the 
season," DiSesa said. 

The LSU match should provide 
valuable experience for the Owls, 
who now face six straight matches 
against ranked opponents. 

"I think that both teams played 
fair, and it was a nice opportunity 
for us to compete," White said. "But 
it's hard to feel the value of a good 
match when you don't come home 
with the win." 

Two weeks ago, Rice lost at 
UClAand Pepperdine, ranked 15th 
and 25th, respectively. 
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Men's tennis splits 
road dual matches 

BY THE 

by Dylan Farmer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The men's tennis team lost a 
dual match for the first time this 
season last weekend, losing at the 
University of Michigan before re-
bounding to win at Michigan State 
University and improve its record 
to 4-1 on the season. 

This weekend, the 40th-ranked 
Owls host a pair of tough dual 
matches at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. Today, Rice faces 22nd-
ranked Oklahoma State University, 
a team that has suffered a few key 
injuries but has won its only dual 
match this spring. On Sunday, the 
Owls take on 30th-ranked Univer-
sity of Miami, an Athletic Coast 
Conference power whose 2-1 record 
includes a 7-0 sweep of 38th-ranked 
Florida State. Miami's only loss so 
far was a 5-2 defeat at the hands of 
No. 1 Florida. 

"It's a weekend that can either 
erase last weekend's loss or just 
make the season that much lon-
ger," assistant coach Efe Ustundag 
(Baker '99) said. "We hope it'll put 
us on the right track." 

In Ann Arbor, Mich, last week-
end, the Owls opened the match 
against 42nd-ranked Michigan with 
a lethargic start and never recov-
ered, losing to the Wolverines by 
a final score of 5-2. After the 37th-
ranked tandem of seniors Robert 
Searle and Tony Haerle lost at No. 
1 doubles, Michigan secured the 
overall doubles point with a tie-
break win over sophomores Ralph 
Knupfer and Filip Zivojinovic at the 
second position. 

Searle, ranked 37th nationally, 
provided the Owls with a lift in 

singles play, defeating 58th-ranked 
Matko Maravic in straight sets. 
Haerle contributed the only other 
singles victory, defeating Andrew 
Mazlin in three sets. 

"We started out a little bit tense 
and timid, and we [made a rally] 
a little too late," Ustundag said. 
"By then, the match was already 
decided." 

The match against Michigan was 
the team's first against a ranked 
opponent. 

"We're still in an adjustment 
period," Ustundag said. "But that's 
no excuse. I think we were just 
outfought — they wanted the win 
more than we did that day." 

Against 75th-ranked Michigan 
State in East Lansing, the Owls 
regrouped and played better. Al-
though Searle and Haerle again lost 
at No. 1 doubles, the Owls' other 
two teams both won their matches, 
giving Rice the doubles point. 

"We lost the doubles point the 
first day and came very close to 
losing it on the second day, so it's 
something we need to work on," 
Ustundag said. "We have a good 
six players [in the doubles posi-
tions], but the teams will take a 
little while to gel." 

Rice dominated singles play 
against the Spartans. Searle, Knup-
fer, Haerle and Zivojinovic all won 
in straight sets, while junior Ben 
Harknett came back from a 1-6 
first-set loss to win his match in a 
super-tiebreaker. 

"1 think we responded well [to 
the first loss] by beating Michigan 
State fairly easily," Ustundag said. 
"But as far as results go, it's disap-
pointing to come away from the 
weekend with a 1-1 record." 

feb.3-8 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 78 MARSHALL 75 OT_ 
Feb. 8, 2006 — Cam Henderson Center 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Rice 25 44 
Marshall 21 48 

9 — 78 
6 — 75 

Hey, 
Rice 
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Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 

#A2 

# A 3 

Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 
f f D I Large 1-topping 

pizza and three 
12-oz Cokes® 

# B 2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

Medium Cheese 
Pizza and 5 Buffalo 

Wings 

#B3 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 davs 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
€)2004 Domino 's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at part icipating 
s tore only. Prices may vary. Cus tomer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
t h a n $20. Delivery area limited to e n s u r e safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 

Hagen OOOOO, Packeviclu* O- l 2-2 2, Foster 1-13-4 
5. Moore 2-4 2-3 6, Parka 0 0 0 0 0 
Total*: 26-59 23^28 70 

Three-point goals - Memphis 9-31 (Carney 3-13, 
Douglas-Roberts 2-3, S. Williams 0 2 , Washington 
2-8, Anderson 2-4, Allen 0-1), Rice 4-9 (Harrison 0-3, 
Williams 1-2, Almond 34 ) 

Rebounds — Memphis 37 (Dorsey 9), Rice 35 (Har 

rlson 8) 

Assists — Memphis 16 (3 tied with 4), Rice 14 

(Williams 8) 

Attendance — 3,710 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

EAST CAROLINA 85 RICE 73 
Feb. 6, 2006 — Autry Court 

HR — Luna (3); HBP — Landry, Leatherwood, Henley 
2, Luna, Savery; SH — Hays (1); SF — Lembeck (1); 
SB — Landry (4), Font*not (4), Friday (2), Buchanan 
Cl). 

Bleeker L (0-1) 

Chandler 
Blacksher 

Bell W ( lO) 

St Clair 

IP H R E R B 8 BO BF 

3 4 3 3 2 2 18 
0 1 
2 2 
0 0 
1 0 

IP H R ER B 8 SO BF 
4 2 1 1 3 6 17 

2 . 2 1 
.2 2 
.2 0 
1 2 

0 10 
1 6 
1 2 
1 5 

1 0 
1 0 
.2 2 
1.1 0 

1 0 

Attendance — 2,550 

ECU 
Rice 

23 42 — 65 
48 25 — 73 

Rice (10-11, 4-4) 
Moore 1-5 3-6 5, Britton 2-6 5-6 9, Hagen 0-0 0-0 0, 
Williams 7-111-115, Almond 13-23 8 8 36, Packevi-
cius OO 1-2 1, Foster 2-3 1-2 5, Harrison 2-8 3-4 7, 
Perka 0-0 0 0 0 
Totals: 27-56 22 29 78 

Marshall (9-12, 2-6) 
Humphrey 5-13 OO14, Carter 1-1OO 2, Patton 11-13 
4-4 26, Ross 1-7 1-2 3, Whitted 3-13 3-4 11, Aikens 
4-16 2-6 10, Lamb 0-1 OO 0, Zimmerman 0 2 0-0 0, 
Bro Grebe OO OO 0, Dorris 4-12 0 0 9 
Totals: 29-78 10-16 75 

Three-point goals — Rice 2-5 (Williams 0-1, Almond 2-3, 
Harrison 0-1), Marshall 7-34 (Humphrey 4-10, Patton 
0-1, Whitted 2-10, Aikens 0-7, Limb 0-1, Zimmerman 
0-2, Dorris 1-3) 

Rebounds — Rice 40 (Almond 10), Marshall 44 (Pat-
ton. Aikens 9) 

Assists — Rice 15 (Williams 9). Marshall 15 (Ross 

11) 

Attendance — 3.572 

MEMPHIS 84 RICE 79 
Feb. 4. 2006 — Autry Court 

Rice 46 38 — 84 
Southern Miss. 41 38 — 79 

Memphis (21-2, 7-0) 
Carney &16 OO 13, Dorsey 4 4 3-5 11. Douglas-Roth 
erts 8 1 3 3-3 21, S. Williams 2 6 6-6 10. Washington 
3-14 4-4 12, W. Williams 0-0 OO 0, Dozier 2-2 6 6 10. 
Anderson 2 5 0-0 6. Allen O l 1-2 1 
Totals: 26-61 23-26 84 

Rice (9-11, 3-4) 
Harrison 9-14 2-3 20, Britton 1-2 OO 2, Killings 0-4 
OO 0, Williams 5-12 3-3 14, Almond 8 2 1 11-13 30. 

East Carolina (13-8, 5-5) 
Horton 0 8 5-6 5, Mills 2-8 5-8 9, Young 5-15 4-4 15, 
Manning 2 10 0 0 4, Slack 4-13 OO 10, Coley 0-1 2-2 
2. Person 0 0 OO 0, Terry 7-16 OO 15, Downey 0 0 OO 
0, Honesty 0 3 2-4 2, Days OO 3-4 3, Mills 0-1 OO 0, 
Husarova 0-2 0-0 0 
Total*: 20-77 21-28 65 

Rice (9-12, 5-5) 
Stovall 2 6 1-4 6, Neaves 11-15 7-8 29. Berezhynska 
1-7 8-8 10, Riverin 1-4 2-2 4, Cunningham 0-7 OO 0, 
Wright OO 2-2 2, Carter 0-1 OO 0, Elder OO 9-10 9, 
DuPont 1-1 2-2 4, Loggins 2-6 5-7 9 
Total*: 18-47 36-41 73 

Three-point goals — ECU 4-17 (Young 1-4, Slack 2-10, 
Terry 1-1, Honesty O l , Husarova 0-1), Rice 1-9 (Stovall 
1-4, Berezhynska 0-1, Cunningham 0-4) 

Rebounds — ECU 43 (Mills, Terry 7), Rice 48 (Ber 
ezhynska 17) 

Assists — ECU 8 (Young, Terry 2), Rice 13 (Riverin, 
Elder 3) 

Attendance — 340 

H0USI0R7£_RlC£fi2 
Feb. 3. 2006 — Autry Court 

MEN'S TENNIS 

Feb. 5, 2006 — MSU Indoor Tennis Center 
East Lansing. Mich. 

Doubles 
1. Adam Monich/Joseph McWilliams (MSU) d. Tony 
Haerle/Robert Searle (RU). 9 8 (4) 
2. Ralph Knupfer/Filip Zivojinovic (RU) d. Michael Row-
ers/Alex Forger (MSU), 8-1 
3. Ben Harknett/Cristoph Muller (RU)d. John Allare/Scott 
Rasmussen (MSU) 9-7 

Singles 
1. Searle (RU) d. Monch (MSU), 6 1 , 6-2 
2. Harknett (RU) d. Allare (MSU), 1-6, 7 6 (5), 108 
3. Knupfer (RU) d. McWilliams (MSU), 6-1,6-1 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Rowers (MSU), 6-2,6-3 
5. Forger (MSU) d. Muller (RU), 7-5, 7-5 
6. Zivojinovic (RU) d. Rasmussen (MSU), 6 1 , 6 2 

RICE 2 MICHIGAN 5 
Feb. 3, 2006 — Varsity Tennis Center 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Houston 
Rice 

29 46 — 75 
33 29 — 62 

Houston (9-11, 6-3) 
Glover 9 1 9 OO 18, Fryters 3-3 OO 6, Hankins 4-16 4-6 
13, Meyers 4 8 1 2 9, Jackson 10-24 OO 24. Gibson 
OO OO 0, Creel 2 4 OO 5. McKinney OO 0 0 0 
Totals: 32 74 5-8 75 

Rice (8-12, 4-5) 
Stovall 5-12 2 2 13, Neaves 6 1 1 3 3 15. Berezhynska 
3-9 4-4 10, Riverin 3-8 OO 7, Cunningham 3-9 OO 8, 
Wright O l OO 0, Carter OO OO 0, DuPont 0-1 2-2 2, 
Loggins 3-8 0-0 7, 
Totals: 23-59 1 1 1 1 62 

Three-point goals — UH 6-17 (Hawkins 1-6, Meyers 
O l , Jackson 4 8 , Creel 1-2), Rice 5-15 (Stovall 13 . 
Riverin 13 , Cunningham 2-6, Loggins 1-3) 

Rebounds — UH 36 (Hawkins 8), Rice 44 (Neaves 
17) 

Assists — UH 18 (Jackson 8), Rice 16 (Riverin 6) 

Attendance — 1,311 

Doubles 
1 Brian Hung/Matko Maravic (UM)d Robert Searle/Tony 
Haerle (RU), 8-5 
2. Ryan Heller/Andrew Mazlin (UM)d. Ralph Knupfer/Filip 
Zivojinovic (RU), 9 8 (4) 
3. Ben Harknett/Cristoph Muller (RU) d. Scott Bruck 
man/Steve Paretz (UM), 8 5 

Singles 
1. Searle (RU) d. Maravic (UM), 6-2, 6-2 
2. Hung (UM) d. Harknett (RU), 6 3 , 6 4 
3. Heller (UM) d. Knupfer (RU) 4-6, 6-3,6-2 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Mazlin (UM) 6 7 , 6 4 , 7-6 
5. Peretz (UM) d. Muller (RU). 3 6 , 6 - 3 , 6 3 
6 Peter Aarts (UM) d. Zivojinovic (RU). 61 . 6-4 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 3r LOUISIANA STATE 4 
Feb. 4, 2006 — W.T. Robinson Tennis Stadium 
Baton Rouge. La. 

Doubles 
1. Lauren Seaman/TiffanyTucker(LSU)d. Blair DISesa/ 
Alanna Rodgers (RU), 8-4 
2. Manna Chiarelli/Mykala Hedberg (LSU) d. Medeja 
Egic/Kimberley Patenaude (RU), 8-4 
3. Camila Caliari/Anastaiya Dubova (LSU) d. Christine 
Dao/Tiffany Lee (RU). 8 4 

Singles 
1. DiSesa (RU) d. Hedberg (LSU).-62, 7-5 
2. Seaman (LSU) d. Dao (RU), OO, 6 2 
3. Chiarelli (LSU) d, Rodgers (RU), 6 1 , 6 1 
4. Lee (RU) d. Dubova (LSU), 2-6, 7-5,11-9 
5. Egic (RU) d. Tucker (LSU), 62 . 1-6, 6 2 

CENT. MISSOURI ST. 0 RICE 9 
SWIMMING 

BASEBALL 

Feb. 4, 2006 — Reckling Park 

CMS (1-1) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Berg cf 4 0 0 0 
Hunt 3b 4 
Milauskas rf 3 
Armstrong If 2 
VanMatre l b 3 
Baker c 3 
Pesch c 1 

Paul dh-p 3 
Mochizuki 2b 3 
McBryde ss 4 

0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 

Rice (1-0) 
Name (pos) AB R 
Henley cf 4 1 
Buchanan 2b 5 1 
Luna dh 2 2 
Rodriguez ss 3 0 
Friday 3b 5 1 
Lehmann c- lb5 0 
Lembeck rf 3 1 
Bramhall rf If 1 0 

RICE-TEXAS DUAL MEET 
Feb. 8, 2006 — Jamail Swim Center. Austin, Texas 

H Bl 
1 0 
0 0 
2 3 

1. Texas 
2. Rice 

114 
89 

Totals 30 0 3 0 

Reagan I b c 
Myers pr If 

Dodson If 
Zornes c 
Savery pph 

Totals 

0 0 
0 0 

3 1 
0 0 
3 2 

37 9 

Score by Inning R H E 
CMSU 000 000 000 — 0 3 0 
Rice 212 301 00X — 9 14 2 

E — Rodriguez 2 (2); LOB — CMSU 10, Rice 9; 
2B — Friday (1), Dod son (1), Savery (1); 3B—Rodriguez 
(1); HR — Luna 2 (2), Lembeck (1); HBP — Henley, 
Reagan; SH — VanMatre (1); SF — Rodriguez (1), 
SB — Friday (1); CS — Armstrong (1). 

CMSU 
Williams L (O l ) 
Turmail 
Pyatt 
Radliff 
Paul 
Rice 
Savery W (1-0) 
Degerman 
St.Clair 
Cox 

Attendance — 4,485 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
2 3 
2 6 
2 2 
1 2 
1 1 

3 0 
5 1 

0 0 
0 1 

1 11 
0 13 
1 8 
1 5 
1 5 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
4 1 0 
3 2 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

0 3 5 16 
0 2 6 14 
0 0 1 3 
0 1 0 4 

Feb. 7, 2006 — Reckling Park 

McNeese St. (2 
Name (pos) AB 
Landry ss 4 
Fontenot If 3 
Faul cf 3 
Dugas l b 4 
Zabansky ph 1 

Hays rf 2 
Hulett c 2 
Cornejo pr 0 
Broussard c 1 

Leatherwd 2b 3 
Knowles 3b 4 
Totals 29 

H Bl 
0 1 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 2 0 
0 1 1 
2 4 2 

Rice (2-0) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Henley cf 3 1 
Friday 3b 5 2 
Luna dh 2 2 
Rodriguez ss 5 1 
Savery l b 2 0 
Lembeck rf 2 0 
Lehmann c 2 0 1 
Reagan c 2 0 1 

Buchanan 2b 4 0 1 
Dodson If 3 0 1 

Totals 

RICE INTERCOLLEGIATE 
Feb. 6-7. 2006 — Willowisp Country Club 
Houston, Texas 

Team Standings (14 teams) 
1. Santa Clara 889 
2. Colorado State 894 
3. Rice 898 
4 Texas San Antonio 899 
T5. Pacific 904 
T5. Louisiana Lafayette 904 
7. Louisiana-Monroe 908 
8. Miami (Ohio) 909 
9. Sam Houston State 910 
10. Richmond 912 

Rice individual results (field of 75) 
T5. Heon Young Lee 220 
T9. Jeff Krakowiak 223 
T16 Kyle Kelley 225 
T16. Addison Awe 225 
T41. Parker LaBarge 231 
T48. Kaz Hoffman 233 
T48. Erik Petersen 233 
T66. Bobby Thomure 239 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
Cutting Bevo's horns after Rice knocks off UT 
Luna the Big Kahuna 
Baker Quakers 
Dylan's villains 
Lance Berkman 
Supersize me? 
"Perez'ident 
Master Batters 
Dr. Pepper 
The number 100 
Douchebag college elites 
First the Autry Army, then the Reckling Rowdies 
Afraid of heights? 
Can you take me higher? 
Time will open doors for you 
Wishes spent make dreams come true 

Score by inning R H E 
McNeese St. 010 000 100 — 2 4 0 
Rice 300 000 21X — 6 9 1 

E — Lehmann (1); DP — McNeese St 1; LOB — Mc 
NeeseSt. 8; Rice 11: 2B — Rodriguez (1), Dodson (2); 

thresher-sports^ rice.eihi 
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MONDAY 4 3 

FRIDAY 4 0 SATURDAY 

Beautiful day for baseball 
— let's play three 

T h e first g a m e of th ree for 
the Owls in the Minute Maid 
Classic is against Texas Tech 
University at 3:30 p.m. at 
Enron ... err , Minute Maid 
Park. T icke t s for s tudents with 
a Rice ID are $6 for any of 
the th ree days. Rice plays UT 
at 7 p.m. Saturday and TCU 
Sunday at 6 p.m. With weather 
the way it's been lately, do you 
really have an excuse not to 
make at least two? 

Vaginas, anyone? 
Both Friday and Saturday 
(and Thur sday if you have a 
magic t ime machine) , you can 
see the Vagina Monologues 
at 8 p.m. in the Lovett Under-
g r o u n d s and hear anything 
and every th ing about vaginas. 
T icke t s a re $5 for s tudents , 
$8 for o the r s in advance ($7 
and $10 at the door), and all 
p roceeds benefi t the Houston 
Area Women 's Center. 

You sunk my battleship 
OwlCon begins its assault on 
the universe — 1 mean gaming 
extravaganza — on Friday. 
OwlCon encompasses not just 
Halo 2 and o the r electronic 
pursui t s but everyth ing down 
to Dungeons and Dragons and 
Risk as well. The convention 
r u n s th rough Sunday, and 
game des igner Steve Jackson 
(Sid 70) will be on hand in the 
Student Center. Be the first to 
accomplish global domination. 

4 4 
Beat Texas 

T h e Owls take on the 
University of Texas in the fine 
spor t of baseball in the Minute 
Maid Classic at 7 p.m. While 
this may have been men-
tioned in the Friday section, 
it should be noted that this 
g a m e is against No. 1 UT, and 
a t tendance should reflect this. 
T icke ts a re $6 for s tudents 
with a Rice ID. If you can 
heckle be t te r than I can, I'll 
buy you a cookie, or maybe a 
pizza or maybe even a car. 

This just in: Descartes is still 
dead 

I think, t he re fo re I am sure 
that instead of mourn ing the 
356th year since the death of 
the famed mathematician and 
philosopher, I will be prepar-
ing myself for the baseball 
g a m e versus UT with my 
s tandard rituals. 

Mark your calendars 
No, not th is calendar, silly 
— the ca lendar on your wall. 
Four w e e k s f rom today, you 
will be on spr ing break. 

TUESDAY 4 4 

SUNDAY 

Give me some candy 
It's not Halloween, but rather the 
much more socially awkward 
candy exchange holiday: 
Valentine's Day. Ask that fly 
honey or radical bro out to dinner 
and a movie, or a movie and din-
ner, or some other exciting eve-
ning pursuit. Anyone in need of a 
Valentine's date: A friend of mine 
likes long walks on the beach, 
small romantic bistros, puppies 
and a good game of footsie. 

Rice-a-thon 
Tell people you love Rice. Eat 
free food. Feel good about your-
self. The Student Admission 
Council needs excited students 
to call newly admitted students 
and tell them how nifty Rice 
is. Interested students should 
show up at the Admission 
Office in Lovett Hall Tuesday, 
Wednesday a n d / o r Thursday 
from 6-10 p.m. 

Creative foods day 

Today, all students must accept 
this challenge: Make an edible 
creation from only ingredients 
found in your college servery. 
Make a mashed potato, banana 
and cheese surprise or something 
somewhere close to decenL 

Roses are red ... 

Feeling down after a sub-par Val-
entine's Day date? Still on a high 
from the best Valentine's Day 
ever? The Rice Review hosts a 
reading of love letters, real and 
otherwise, at 8 p.m. in Sammy's 
Cafe. Laugh, cry, live, love. 

Hoop K up 

The women's basketball team 
faces Conference USA and 
in-state opponent SMU at 7 p.m. at 
Autry Cour t Instead of trying to 
get that laundry done before the 
Sunday masses hit the machines, 
you should come out and watch. 

Learn them kids good 

If your grammar is better than 
that and you want to do the 
world a favor, you should apply 
for Teach for America. Friday is 
the deadline. Contact 
Lulu.Roller@teachforamerica. org 
with any questions. 

THURSDAY 1 0 
Pencils down 

Today is the last day to submit 
anything to the Rice Review, a 
literary magazine. Submissions 
should be in by 5 p.m. to the 
English department office on the 
second floor of Herring Hall. Try 
to hold off on the bad haikus. 

FRIDAY 

Vision 
Vision Weekend students arrive 
on campus and meet their hosts, 
and then, if their hosts are cool, 
go to the baseball game versus 
TCU at Minute Maid at 6 p.m. 
Tickets are free to the visiting 
students and their hosts. Other 
Vision Weekend activities 
include the Rhythms dance 
party at 9 p.m. in Willy's Pub. 
Vision Weekend runs through 
Tuesday morning, when 
prospies leave in time for their 
hosts ' hot Valentine's dates. 

WEDNESDAY 4 
R-l clap, clap C-E clap, clap 

Uncle Sammy wants you to 
join the Autry Army at Autry 
Court at 7:05 p.m. when men's 
basketball takes on East 
Carolina University. Students 
who have made the past few 
games understand how much 
fun the Army has become. 
So come wear navy blue with 
pride, and give the team a t rue 
home field advantage. 

Get out now 
Today is the last day to add a 
class, or drop one without a fee. 
Students taking more than 15 
hours should drop a class now 
or seek professional help. 

What is a Sooner anyway? 
Actually, it's some sort of squat-
ter celebrated in Okie lore for 
some reason. At any rate, head 
over to Reckling Park at 
4:30 p.m. to watch Rice base-
ball defeat yet another Big XII 
power. I say "another" power 
because the team will be fresh 
off its victories over both Texas 
Tech and UT in the Minute 
Maid Classic. Cocky? Nah. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: 

Calendar Editor 
Thresher. MS-524 

Submissions are printed 
on a space available basis. 

Buy/Sell/Trade I 

Used scholarly books, etc. 

duffybooks.com 
Or call 

281-443-9006 | 

800-699-9213 

I 
FREE Media Rate Shipping in the US 

h t t p : / / d u f f y b o o k s . c o m \ 

Teach For America corps members 

John Carey and Crystal McQueen 

' • • ' r 

t . 

F I N A L A P P L I C A T I O N D E A D L I N E : 

FEBRUARY 17, 2006 

TEACH FOR AMERICA 
www.teachforamer ica.org 

Full salary and health benefits. Seeking all academic majors. 
No education courses or experience required. 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://duffybooks.com
http://www.teachforamerica.org
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f M n y l M M V I w ' i 

I was studying in the libiary and you smiled at me. 
You, a girt, at me, a guy at Rice. Of course I don't 
have the balls to come up and talk to you — can 

we Just converse via IM? W 

Saw you at Esperanza. You were 
wearing a red dress and I had 

Tk a tux. We were the only 
people there. We must 

be soulmates. Call 
% me? 

Looking for a date this Valentine's 
Day? Well look no further! Take 
this Backpage test and find which 
Thresher editor is right for you. 

1. What is your idea of a good first date? 
a. Out of the office. 
b. Two free press passes to a 

crappy movie. 
c. Go to a Rice football game so we can 

be alone. 
d. Dinosaur exhibit at Houston Mu-

seum of Natural Science. 
e. Hook up at Ultimate Frisbee tour-

ney in Las Vegas. 
f. A random Baker Institute speaker. 

2. What do you think of making 
whoopee? 

a. Keep a pica between us at all times. 

B 
This week, Rice will see two completely opposite 
events: Valentine's Day, for those with social skills, and 
OwlCon, for those without. Luckily, the Backpage is 
ambidexterous, or two issue fighting for those who enjoy 
Backpage 3.5. So chose your fate: Suffer at the hands of 
Halmarkian emotion or in the claws of the Tarrasque. 

b. You get three stars just for try-
ing. 

c. If you don't do well, ovulzone.com 
will hear about i t 

d. There's a time and place for ev-
erything, and it's called college. 

e. As long as someone takes pictures. 
f. I need a good lead-in to get 

anywhere. 

3. You swoon when someone says,.. 
a. That is wack! 
b. Arcane references. 
c. Something mean. 
d. Whatever they damn well please. 
e. Creepy things. 
f. Something smarmy. 

4. At a party, do you ... 
a. Sleep. 
b. Sneak off under the bleachers 

and smoke cigarettes. 
c. Come because you were ran-

domly invited on Facebook.com. 
a. Dance!!! 
e. Hook up with the Ultimate 

Frisbee team. 
f. Act practically perfect in every way. 

pome of you may 
remember the 

Thresher home Game 

(Sept. 9X Well, in 
honor of OwlQm, here 

is a special limited 
edition Booster Pack 
of former Thresher 
editor tn chief and 

calendar editor 
(which was on 

: Nrnf FtUitHrtn#. iXaxv a 1/1 
Gamer counu r into play. 
If you ck> not *acrifice #1/1 cn atun 

trthif turn. Hn'Sitnt 
will *121* Sin*- J*ck«urt 

the Backpage) 

Steve Jackson. 
Alrf* /arkw* Ihr<*«h«T tlUmmolt 

The Backpage 
un* ~ . _ 

Periodical Chaotic Good 

Voltare Menken 

fSSH 

Tabloid' 90 Thanks character recojo sheet 
"'"Neutrogena ; wpc» 

The 
"Keen Bastard Sword" 

Misclass 
1 learned how to dance! It's really 
simple: cat /dev/urandom > /dev/ 

motordevices." 
—Anonymous student proving Rice has the 

biggest nerds in the world 

"So say I pee on Herzstein — that'd be 
different than if, say, I pee on Jones." 

— Anonymous SA 
president, who apparently likes to 

pee on buildings 

"Suck my monads!" 
— Overheard in HIST370 

T m so sick of vaginas. I'm about ready 
to just grow a penis!" 

—Anonymous Vagina Monologues 
actress 

"Would you like a protein boost with 
that shake...?" 

— An ex-Smoothie King employee while 
unzipping his pants. 

5. What is your favorite music? 
a. Noise-cancelling headphones. 
b. Pretentious angst. 
c. Whatever is on the iPod. 
d. The Mathletes. 
e. iPod make-out playlist. 
f. Ludacris 

6. What was your favorite Back-
page? 

a. The P.C. Backpage of Lovett Hall 
b. Ode to D. Wayne Leebron 
c. Anything with the Lama. 
d. The ones that haven't been pub-

lished due to censorship. 
e. Ones that used a lot of Photoshop. 
f. Tom DeLay purity test. 

7. What sort of birth control? 
a. Monogamy. 
b. Lifestyles. 
c. One that works, damn it! 
d. The condom of social awkward-

ness. 
e. Creepiness and metrosexuality. 
f. Mere thought of parenthood. 

8. What are you looking for in a 
Valentine's Day Card? 

a. Proper spelling. 
b. Something pretentious. 
c. Something with balls. 
d. A velociraptor joke. 
e. A good picture. 
f. I hate Valentine's Day. 

If you chose mostly ... 
a You should go on a date with editor 

in chief Amber Obermeyer. Shell 
be mean and tell you what to do. 
luickily, she's already taken. 

b. You should go on a date with A&E 
editor Julia Bursten. Not nearly as 
awesome as Jon Schumann, but 
shell have to do for now. She is 
also a stupid fatty fat head. 

c. You should go on a date with 
sports editor Matt McCabe. His 
brute, rude demeanor will win 
you over . . .or not. 

d. You should go on a date with 
opinion editor Evan Mintz. You 
are probably crazy or desperate 
or work at the Coffeehouse or 
all of the above. 

e. You should go on a date with 
photo editor Marshall Robinson. 
Maybe he'll take you some-
where hipster before hitting on 
someone else. 

f. You should go on a date with 
co-news editor David Brown. 
Judging by the number of times 
he's made me change this, he 
must be really desperate to look 
good for women. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

EVENTS @ WILLY'S PUS N E X T WEEK 

V I S I O N W E E K E N D E V E N T 
PROSPtIS & THIER HOSTS ONLY AFTER 10PM 

m 4 

RPC CRUSH N I G H T ! 
^ N O T A PLAYER I JUST CRUSH A LOT* 

Meet the new football coaches 
(a) 9PM followed by sports trivia 

C R A Z Y HATS 
w * PUB NIGHT 

"SILLY HATS ONLY" 

OUIZNOf. CMtCRIN WINCV AND OTHIR PtlKKM/i 
foot) rriMt smvto i i a m - i a m m o n . , 
1 1 AM-1AM TUCt-THURi.. I f *1 foil IUNCH 

HOUSING 

WEST U GARAGE apartment for 
lease. All bills included. Small. $500 
monthly. Call (713) 230-2314. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. GRAI) 
students- don't live in the lab. I^rge 
two bedroom, one bath apartment 
in small quiet building at 4200 Mt. 
Vernon. Hardwood floors, central air 
and heat, assigned garage parking, 
on site laundry. $945 with lease and 
deposit. Andover (713) 524-3344. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. GRAD 
students- don't live in the lab. 
One bedroom apartment in quiet 
building at 4001 Greeley. Window 
unit, hardwood floors, lots of closet 
space, on site laundry. Bike to Rice. 
$515 with lease and deposit. Andover 
(713) 524-3344. 

HELP WANTED 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 
per day potential. No experience 
necessary. Training provided. Age 18+ 
OK. (800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

HEIGHTS EAMILY SEEKS babysitter 
for 3 afternoons per week. Days of 
work can be arranged around student's 
schedule. Please provide references. 
Car required. If interested, please call 
Laura at (713) 802-1699. 

TUTOR NEEDED TO help 13-year-old 
middle school student with homework 
on weekday afternoons. Bellaire 
area. Please call Elizabeth. (832) 
282-2202. 

LOCAL TECHNOLOGY EIRM 
seeking student for part-time work 
updating websites. Knowledge of html, 
ess, adobe photoshop required. Please 
call (713) 432-0654. Pay:$10-$14/hour. 
bryanjsnow@sbcglobal. net. 

WANTED: MATURE STUDENT with 
vehicle to drop of and pick up two 
teenage girls from middle and high 
school daily. $200 weekly. Must 
have own vehicle. School within 5 
miles of Rice. (713) 820-2218. No 
weekend/holidays. 

HIRING A DRIVER/SITTER for 
tweenagers in the West University 
area. M-F 3:30-5:30. Must have own 
transportation and a good driving 
record. $10 per hour plus gas. Call 
Carolyn at (713) 664-4415 evenings 
or weekends. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

LOVESEAT AND BLACK slipcover 
for sale. Perfect condition. Very 
clean. $175 (over $600 value.) Call 
Heather: (512) 773-6189. 

RECYCLE THE THRESHER. Help 
keep rice clean and beautiful. 
When you are done reading, please 
recycle. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu

