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SA proposeSTiew online 
course evaluation system 

by Nathan Black 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Student Association Pres ident 
James Lloyd is considering creating 
an SA-run system of online course 
evaluations if students continue to be 
prohibited from seeing the written com-
ments on the official evaluations. 

The SA system, either administered 
by the SA Senate or by a private com-
pany, would use a different evaluation 
form and would allow students to view 
written comments about courses. I Joyd, 
a Brown College senior, announced the 
idea at Monday's SA meeting. 

"We've heard a lot of talk f rom 
the administrat ion about the logis-
tics [ of grant ing s tuden t s access] 
Lloyd said. "However, we believe 
that in o rder to implement [student-
accessible written] evaluations in a 
decent t ime f rame, it may be neces-

sa ry for us to develop our own." 
Lloyd said he would prefer that 

official written comments be made 
available to students and that creating 
an unofficial system is a less-preferred 
choice. He said he has started talking 
with administrators about granting 
students access to written course 
evaluations. 

Lloyd said he wants the written 
comments to be available to students 
by the time they register for Fall 2006 
classes. 

"We want to make sure that by early 
April we have a functional system, 
using either a pre-set format that is 
already out there or using people in 
the SAto design a system on the Web," 
Lloyd said. 

Provost Eugene Levy said the 
Faculty Senate would have to approve 
student access to the written portions 
of official course evaluations. 

"It is a matter on which the Faculty 
Senate ultimately must exert major 
influence," Levy said in an e-mail. 

Speaker of the Faculty Maij Corco-
ran said she does not plan to introduce 
the issue in the Faculty Senate. She said 
the senate would discuss the matter if 
another member raised the issue. 

"It's not something I'd bring up 
myself," Corcoran said. 

Corcoran also said the presence of 
an unofficial evaluation system would 
not cause the Faculty Senate to grant 
students access to the official evalua-
tions' written comments. 

Lloyd said allowing students to ac-
cess to free-response comments would 
help them choose their classes. 

'TTiat is generally the most con-
structive way to get a feel for a class," 
Lloyd said. 

Corcoran said she has concerns 
See EVALUATIONS, page 10 

Out on a limb 
MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Hanszen College sophomore Nick Bernsden studies in the treehouse in 
the Academic Quad. Fifteen people constructed the treehouse. which 
weighs about 900 pounds, Jan. 17. 

M r " 
TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Float like a butterfly 
Baker College freshman Natalie Kirchhoff swims the butterfly against Southern Methodist 
University Friday at the Rice Pool. Rice lost the meet and resumes its season Feb. 8 at the 
University of Texas. (See story, page 15.) 

Faculty Senate committee 
to revise minors proposal 

by Amber O b e r m e y e r 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Faculty Senate m e m b e r s praised a pro-
posal to add minors to the curr iculum, but the 
senate chose not to vote on the proposal 
and instead fo rmed a working g r o u p to 
refine it. 

Speaker of the Faculty Marj Corcoran said 
she will form the g r o u p by the end of next 
week. T h e g roup ' s main task will be to al ter 
the proposal so that a handful of faculty would 
be respons ib le for each minor, ra ther than 
a single professor . T h e working g roup will 
p resen t the updated proposal at the sena te ' s 
F e b r u a r y or March meet ing, she said. 

At the Faculty Senate meet ing, sena to rs 
raised a range of c o n c e r n s but ultimately 
endorsed the principle of the proposal, with 
only two senators dissent ing and almost all of 
the 28 voting m e m b e r s in a t tendance. 

T h e sena te ' s c o n c e r n s included what 
would happen to a minor if the faculty member 
in cha rge of the minor leaves Rice, whe ther 
faculty would be suff iciently invested in 
the minors sys tem and whe ther the senate 
should be a part of the approval p rocess for 
individual proposed minors . 

Dean of Unde rg radua t e s Robin F o r m a n 
initially b r o u g h t t h e minors proposal to the 
Commi t t ee on the Unde rg radua t e Curr icu-
lum. which d i scussed the proposal at its fall 
mee t ings and approved it in November . 

The proposal called for each minor to 
have a principal faculty m e m b e r who would 
de t e rmine which cou r se s compr i se the mi-
nor and would oversee its implementa t ion. 
Computer Science P r o f e s s o r j o e Warren said 
at the mee t ing that he is concerned about 
what would happen to a minor if the principal 
faculty m e m b e r were to leave the university. 
Warren sugges ted each minor instead be run 
by a commi t tee of one representa t ive f rom 
each depa r tmen t that has at least one class 
in the minor. 

Pres ident David I^eebron said he also 
favors a sys tem in which a g r o u p of profes-
sors is respons ib le for a minor. 

"This should not be a one-man or one-
woman show w h e r e a faculty m e m b e r with 
a par t icular pet a rea c o m e s in and says, 'I'd 
like to do this, '" Leebron said. "Requir ing 
four people to get toge the r c rea tes a little 
bit of a barr ier ." 

Kinesiology D e p a r t m e n t Chai r B r u c e 
See MINORS, page 5 

Wiess RA Wilson to retire after 28 years 
by Sarah Baker 

THRESHER EDfroRlAI STAFF 

Wiess College resident associate 
Bill Wilson, a faculty member since 
1972 and Wiess RA since 1978—mak-
ing him the second-longest-serving 
RAat Rice — will retire to Vermont at 
the end of the academic year. Wiess 
has begun its search for a new RA, 
the college announced Tuesday. 

Search committee members were 
selected Tuesday night, and Search 
Committee Chair Sarah Wulf said she 
expects the committee to make its deci-
sion before Spring Break. Wulf said she 
had received e-mails from 10 potential 
applicants by Wednesday afternoon. 

"I'm sure it's going to be very hard 
to narrow | the applicants] down," 
Wulf, a Wiess sophomore, said. 

Wulf said the committee does not 
have any particular criteria it will seek 
in an applicant. 

"The job is really what they put 
into it," Wulf said. "They can mold it 
around their own interests, so they 
can contribute their talents and their 
own gifts to the college." 

Wiess College Resident Associate 
Bill Wilson will retire at the end of 
the semester. 

Wiess President Jack Hardcastle 
said the committee would prefer to 
have a faculty member replace Wil-
son, who is an electrical and computer 
engineering professor. 

Wulf said Wilson has been integral 
in maintaining Wiess' traditions. 

"He's been here over 30 years, so 
he 's seen Wiess change, seen what 
works and what doesn't," Wulf said. 
"He's really been able to help Wiess 
continue to grow." 

Hardcastle said he will miss Wil-
son's experience in interacting with 
the university and with students. 

"He has been a mentor and an 
adviser for dozens of years worth 
of Wiessmen," Hardcastle, a senior, 
said. "He is not just a professor — he 
is also a friend." 

Hardcastle said Wilson has ad-
vised students about course selec-
tions, helped with Wiess' theater 
p roduc t ions and he lped s tudent 
musicians record albums. 

"He really pulls us together," 
Hardcastle said. 

Wulf said Wilson always took pic-
tures of students at events and posted 
them in the Wiess Commons. 

"He's in charge of pretty much 
all the 'tech' for any Wiess event, 
whether it be Jamfest or College 
Night or barbecues," Wulf said. "He 
is almost always the man to go to." 

Wilson said he will teach in Ver-
mont and that he decided to leave Rice 
because he was ready for a change. 

"I'm just going to miss the college 
a great deal, but everybody has to 
retire sometime," Wilson said. 

INSIDE 

Alumni game 
The alumni baseball g a m e 

will be played at noon tomorrow 
at Reckling Park. More than 90 
former varsity players will be in 
attendance. 

Academic deadlines 
Today at 5 p.m. is the deadline 

to add a course without a fee and 
without obtaining the instructor's 
permission. Also, registration PIN 
numbers expire today at 5 p.m. 

100 days 
Thursday is just one hundred 

days before graduation. The Se-
nior Committee will host a party 
at Opus, a nightclub downtown, 
for the occasion. Cover is $10. 
and shuttles will run from the 
club to campus from 12:30-2:30 
a.m. And hey, the 100 days par t y 
is actually taking place 100 days 
before graduation this year. How 
about that. 

OPINION Page 3 
Americans are innumerate 

NEWS FEATURE Page 8-9 

Honor Code: practices and Pitfalls 

A&E Page 1 1 
A unique adaptation 

SPORTS Page I S 
Women's basketball plays UTEP 

Quote of the Week 

"My class is going to require a lot of 
work. But if students can stick it out 
and make a high grade, they'll get 
one thing: my recommendation. ... 
I will move heaven and earth to get 
them what they want." 
— University Professor Malcolm 
Gillis on his return to teaching. See 
story, page 6. 

Scoreboard 

Men's Basketball 
Rice 67. Southern Miss 61 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Mostly cloudy, 60-69 degrees 
Saturday 
Thunderstorms, 52-70 degrees 
Sunday 
Showers, 49-70 degrees 
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SA course evaluation 
plan a win for students 
The Student Association has a history of great ideas, such as 

two-ply toilet paper and 24-hour card access to all colleges. We heard 
another one this week when SA President James Lloyd proposed an 
unofficial course evaluation system. (See story, page 1.) 

Like Lloyd, we would prefer that students be allowed to see the 
free-response comments from the official course evaluations online. 
If this were the case, no additional evaluation system would be nec-
essary. While we would appreciate Lloyd's unofficial system if it is 
implemented, we hope his dedication to the idea of detailed online 
feedback for students will instead encourage faculty to allow students 
to see the official comments. 

Student participation in SA-administered evaluations would be high, 
because students would actually get something out of the system: 
the ability to judge classes based on student comments rather than 
numbers that explain little. And therefore, students would be less 
likely to fill out the official evaluation forms — which are moving 
online, eliminating the in-class pressure to complete those evalua-
tions — unless they truly loathed an instructor. 

So if faculty members are not concerned about Lloyd's idea, they 
should be. The role of official course evaluations at Rice will be very 
different if his plan is implemented, and faculty members do not 
stand to benefit. 

On the other hand, whether faculty grant students access to the 
official written comments or Lloyd and the SA create their own sys-
tem, the students win. They obtain more information about classes, 
enabling them to make better choices about which ones to take. 

Either way, the issues of privacy and libel raised by opponents of 
student access to written comments can easily be alleviated—privacy 
by a consent-to-release waiver, and libel by a committee of students 
and faculty who would review questionable comments and decide 
whether they are appropriate to post. 

Incidentally, one of the justifications for the minors proposal 
discussed in the Faculty Senate this week is that minors would 
help students better choose their classes. (See story, page 1.) We 
disagree. The best way to help students better choose their classes 
is to let them see what other students thought of those classes — in 
words, not numbers. 

Jones looks forward 
with co-ed decision 

Jones College made a progressive decision by integrating its 
same-sex halls this week. (See story, page 7.) Single-sex living is 
an outdated relic of Rice's past, and few students will be sorry to 
see it go. 

Furthermore, integrating the halls at Jones will provide more 
attractive on-campus housing options. Previously, the college 
struggled to find enough people to live on the single-sex halls. But 
now those halls will be more appealing to the majority of students, 
who prefer to live in a co-ed setting. 

'Hedges': great for 
jumping, not much else 
Those of us who are graduating in May just can't wait to 

show our parents the beautiful academic quad — including that 
modern art exhibit of dead twigs lining the sidewalks around 
Willy's Statue. 

In early November, Facilities, Engineering and Planning told us 
the hedges would re-grow significantly by late spring ("Quad hedges 
to be pruned," Nov. 4). 

We are not biologists — we much prefer endless nights in 
the Thresher office to endless afternoons in protein lab — but 
we wonder whether those hedges are going to look like hedges 
by May. 

Of course, the current set-up is not without its advantages. The 
less athletic among us can finally jump a "hedge" without showing 
up in the hospital and/or the police blotter. And elderly relatives who 
come for graduation can join us in our merriment without risking 
life and limb. 

Those pluses aside, we have to say we miss those porous old 
hedges. We would never endorse steroid use, but maybe some semi-
legal supplements would do the trick. 

Oh no! 

What is it? 

They're increasing the 
squirrel population by 
30 percent next year! 

V2C 
A n n o u n c e ^ 

What will happen to our 
tight-knit community? 

We'll have to start fighting 
each other over food . 

call dibs on the South 
Servery trash bins! . 

Lovetteers 
vodka-soaked bread! 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

McCain mistakenly 
described as moderate 
To the editor: 

I have to object to Apoorva 
Shah's claim that John McCain is a 
moderate ("Middle path moderate 
party could mend partisan politics 
problem," Jan. 20). 

McCain is a pro-life, pro-death 
penalty senator who believes whole-
heartedly that U.S. troops will and 
should be in Iraq for a long time and 
that the government should work on 
giving tax cuts rather than starting 
new entitlements. And he recently 
endorsed for elected office the son 
of former presidential candidate 
George "segregation now, segrega-
tion forever" Wallace. 

I respect McCain for his candor 
and his commitment to honest gov-
ernment, and a debate about cenirism 
and political parties in the United 
States is a good one to have. 

But I think it is unfair to McCain 
and to Democrats to call him a "mod-
erate" or "the Democrats' favorite Re-
publican," especially when both the 
senator from Arizona and members 
of the left-of-center party in the U.S. 
would dispute those claims. 

Ryan Goodland 
Lovett junior 

Christianity columns 
provide proper debate 
To the editor: 

Kudos to Ames Grawert, Bill Reus 
and the Thresher editorial staff for 
finally running two columns dealing 
with a religious question ("Christ 
found through faith, not everyday 
miracles" and "Christianity uniquely 
grounded in historical proof," Jan. 20) 
that did not invoke the needless invec-

tive and rhetoric seen on the Thresher 
opinion page the last couple of years. 
Both Grawert and Reus offered their 
evidence and conclusions without 
inferring that others are ignorant, 
stupid or blind, and the combined 
presentation left the reader able to 
decide who gave the better case. 

I thank Grawert for presenting an 
honest critique of Christian thought, 
and I thank Reus for attempting to 
demonstrate the uniqueness of the 
resurrection without drowning it in 
purely Biblical arguments and by 
instead referencing the changed lives 
of Christ's disciples. I applaud both 
of them for their fair treatment of the 
question presented, and here's to see-
ing more of this in the future. 

Jacob Neu 
Martel junior 

Students will benefit 
from Rice's QEP 
To the editor: 

The Quality Enhancement Flan 
appears that it will provide great 
opportunities to students ("Rice to 
foster involvement in Houston with 
new center," Jan. 20). There are 
currently many opportunities for 
students to do research, but they are 
mostly restricted to the campus. The 
community surrounding Rice could 
benefit immeasurably from the ef-
forts of its students. 

Tying this community-based 
research into academic courses 
would allow students to enhance 
their "real-world" skills while helping 
out the community and progressing 
toward graduation. Opportunities 
for academ majors are the most 
obvious: researching, English as a 
second language classes, learning 
how non-profits run and so on. But 
the type of research would not have 
to be limited. 1 envision research 

projects on engineering problems 
around Houston; they certainly do 
enough road construction. 

1 hope the QEP provides an avenue 
for students to benefit the community 
while they develop skills in class and 
prepare for life after Rice. 

Sean McCudden 
Baker sophomore 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
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Rice Voices 

Second Century leads tour to a better Rice 
W h i l e t h e co l leges res t in tran-
quil weekend s lumber , a few stu-
den t s have always volunteered to 
do the Saturday 10:30 a.m. c a m p u s 
tour. But for t h e past 
year, I have really en-
joyed eve ry th ing about 
it: walking backwards , 

h a v i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t o u r g r o u p s s t o p to 
photograph every squir-
rel we c a m e ac ros s and 
w a t c h i n g p r o s p e c t i v e 
s t u d e n t s s q u i r m un-
comfor tably u n d e r the 
sh i r t and tie the i r zeal-
ous pa ren t s prescr ibed 
for them, as if they had 
to i m p r e s s the i r t ou r g u i d e to 
gain admiss ion. 

On these Saturday mornings, 
a lot of the questions posed and 
feedback proffered have painted a 
fairly extensive picture of how the 
outside world views Rice. So the new 
Vision for the Second Century and its 
emphasis on Rice's visibility comes 
as a welcome change for a person 
who spends his Saturdays selling 
Rice to the outside world. 

M a n y q u e s t i o n s w o u l d b e 
typical on any universi ty 's campus 
tour: "Is the food good here?" "Do 
you have wire less Internet he re 
on campus?" "Is the re unde rage 
dr inking?" O t h e r ques t i ons re-
quire more profound thought , and 
the vision s ta tement will make the 
answers more appealing. 

"Will my son get into medical 
school if he goes here?" This query 
involves two components: the qual-
ity of undergraduate education at 
Rice and the reputation the univer-
sity has with other institutions, such 
as medical schools. The proposed 
improvement of research facilities 
and programs, as well as the plan to 

Matt 
Dunn 

"foster collaborative relationships" 
with institutions in the medical cen-
ter and the Houston business com-
munity, should definitely augment 

the probability and oppor-
tunities for postgraduate 
p rogress ion . Increas ing 
the size of the student body 
will also increase the pos-
sibility of a s t rengthened 
pre-med track. 

"How many gradua te 
s tuden t s do you have?" 
I answer, "About 1,900," 
and then hope no fu r the r 
inquiries come to reveal 
my i g n o r a n c e . I t ' s not 
that the information for 

g r a d u a t e s tuden t d e m o g r a p h i c s 
or academics is not available: the 
fact is that as an undergraduate , I 
have almost zero interaction with 
g radua te s tudents who don' t play 
intramural spor ts or serve as teach-
ing assistants. So it is admirable 
that President David Leebron plans 
to include a larger dining facility 
in the Student Center , u p g r a d e 
Rice's g radua te and postdoctoral 
programs and generally encourage 
a g rea te r graduate s tudent pres-
ence on campus. Jus t because I 
love my residential college doesn ' t 
mean I can't learn a lot f rom slightly 
older s tudents with recent under-
gradua te success and significant 
geographic diversity. 

"Why are the squirrels so fat?" 
Because they eat a lot. And because 
they live among 4,200 t rees and 
shrubs maintained by the Lowrey 
Arboretum, which is sponsored by 
and works with local environmental-
ists. Projects that engage the Houston 
community and "provide educational 
and cultural resources" are a prior-
ity in the vision statement. These 
projects not only give our students 

valuable learning experiences but 
also ensure the survival of our ex-
panding squirrel population. 

"How many students do you have 
here?" There is always someone who 
asks, receives the answer and then 
responds, "Oh. I always thought 
Rice was bigger than that." Rice's 
comparatively small size doesn ' t 
make our underg radua te experi-
ence unique — that comes from the 
extraordinary sense of community 
based around the residential college 
system and proactive s tudents who 
foster that community. I have always 
enjoyed the fact that no matter what 
class I take or activity I show up 
for, I will know a few people there 
and still have new faces to meet. I 
do not think a 30 percent increase 
in student population will change 
that dynamic. 

However, a few concerns remain 
for prospective students — current 
students will have graduated by the 
time the increase in enrollment be-
gins —such as how so many develop-
ments can fit into our 300 acres, how 
to preserve the residential college 
system in the midst of rapid growth, 
whether increased diversity should 
diminish our Texan identity and 
whether off-campus housing should 
be subsidized for squirrels. 

An effective, coherent and com-
pelling vision is essential to positive 
change, and as a tour guide, I'm happy 
to be able to answer the harder ques-
tions by pointing to the university's 
plans for progress and growth. The 
prospective students will continue 
to frown in sleepy consternation, un-
aware of the implications of impend-
ing change, but I'm confident they will 
be happier for it in 10 years. 

Matt Dunn is a Martel College 
sophomore. 

What's wrong with this picture? 

Americans ignorant of Iraq war's true cost 
T w o w e e k s ago, Nobel Prize-
winning economist Joseph Stiglitz 
presented an estimate of $1 trillion 
for the final total cost of the war 
in Iraq. And tha t ' s the 
optimistic end of the spec-
t r u m — d e p e n d i n g on 
how long our troops stay, 
it could be double that, 
he said. 

I don ' t s u p p o s e the 
average Joe or Jane on 
the street has a genuine 
grasp of how much money 
that is. I>et's be optimistic 
and assume that the lower 
end of Stiglitz's estimate 
is correct. That 's a trillion 
dollars. With aT. $lxlOA12, or a one 
with 12 zeros after it. Many calcula-
tors do not even have enough spaces 
to represent that figure. 

Neither, I suspect, does the mind 
or the attention span of the average 
person. They see the word "trillion" 
and their brain processes it as "really 
big number," with no concept of the 
precise magnitude of such a figure. 
If I am correct in that assumption, 
then American innumeracy — the 
lack of understanding of mathemati-
cal concepts — represents a greater 
threat to U.S. democracy than ter-
rorism and gay marriage combined. 
()nly a pathologically self-destructive 
country would fail to recognize the 
magnitude of this threat. Sadly, the 
inability to grasp magnitude is pre-
cisely the problem ir question. 

With this ir. mind, I'm going to 
try to put the war's price tag in a 
more manageable context. By my 
own measurements , it takes about 
nine dollar bills to fill a square foot. 
Now, if we were to print $1 trillion in 
one dollar bills, and lie them down 
in sheets, how much space could 
we cover? T h e r e are 27,878,400 
square feet per square mile, so we 
multiply that by 9 and we get about 
250 million per square mile. Divide 
$1 trillion by that number and you 
get just shy of 4,0(X) square miles 
worth of dollar bills. 

Garret 
Merriam 

That m e a n s we could cover 
every square inch of Delaware and 
Rhode Island with $1 bills with that 
money and still have enough to 

cover Washington D.C. 
seven times. 

But there ' s more. If we 
were to lay each dollar bill 
end on end, we could wrap 
around the circumference 
of the earth at the equa-
tor 3,882 times, go to the 
moon and back 202 t imes 
or even go all the way to 
the sun. 

And if I were to give 
you $ 1,000 every second of 
every day until I reached 

$ 1 trillion, I would still be giving you 
money in 2036. 

But enough with size and distance; 
what else could we actually do with 
that money? We could give every 
man, woman and child in the United 
States $3,000, or give every man, 
woman and child in Iraq $38,000. Or 
we could pay for 40 million four-year 
scholarships to public universities, 
more than enough for every person 
in the U.S. under age 18. Or we 
could build 10 million new homes, 
providing shel ter for 100 million 
people. With $1 trillion, we could 
even provide two years worth of 
immunization, sanitation and other 
basic medical care for every human 
being on the planet. 

Several of these options would 
save at least a few million lives. When 
you compare that with the million or 
so deaths Saddam Hussein caused, 
it raises even more potent quest ions 
about the al leged human i t a r i an 
justification for the war. If saving as 
many human lives as possible was 
our t rue ambition, then the rational 
choice should be obvious. 

That said, I do not think we 
necessarily should have pursued 
any of these alternatives instead. 
My present complaint is not with 
the cost of the war, per se, nor its 
alleged justifications. Rather, my 
problem here is the lack of perspec-

tive the average voter has when it 
comes to numbers of this scale. It 
should distress all of us that most 
Americans will hear this number and 
have no concept how much it really 
is — and therefore will not be able 
to think critically about whether or 
not it is a reasonable cost. 

In a time when n u m b e r s like 
1,000,000,000,000 b e c o m e con-
crete, practical realities in our po-
litical decisions, innumeracy is no 
longer just a personal intellectual 
limitation — it is a grave threat to an 
informed citizenry and detrimental 
to democracy itself. 

Garret Merriam is a philosophy 
graduate student. 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Chain coffeehouse could 
decaffeinate Rice campus 
E d d i e I z z a r d once said he liked 
his coffee how he liked his women: 
in a plastic cup. But seriously, 
in the end, all coffee just tastes 
t h e same . Dietr ichs , 
Starbucks, those indie 
c o f f e e h o u s e s w h e r e 
wannabe elitists seek 
refuge from their prefab 
suburban lofts — shor t 
of that last cup at the 
bottom of the servery 
carafe at 11 a.m., coffee 
is coffee. 

But w h e n you 've 
had a hard day of the 
Rice routine and you 
need enough caffeine 
to let you see the sunrise from 
Fondren Library, who is serving 
the coffee can really make a differ-
ence. The businesslike attitude of 
a chain employee may be good for 
profits or efficiency, but nothing 
perks up a late night like a cup 
of coffee and a conversation with 
Rice's own Coffeehouse staff. 

A new cof feehouse in the 
planned add-on to the library may 
threaten this barrista bastion of 
the late-night Rice study scene. 
A corporate coffeehouse may be 
built in the library, which would 
compete with the beloved, student-
run, old-school, quirky one in the 
Student Center. 

The a r g u m e n t s for outs ide 
o w n e r s h i p of a F o n d r e n cof-
feehouse don't add up. Ix>w cost 
is nice, but Coffeehouse coffee 
is pretty cheap as is, especially 
compared to Starbucks ' three-
dollar variety. 

The businesslike 

attitude of a chain 

employee may be 

good for profits or 

efficiency, but nothing 

perks up a late night 

like a cup of coffee 

and a conversation 

with Rice s own 

Coffeehouse staff. 

Evan 
Mintz 

Subway ' s f a i lu res to p rov ide 
anything at all. 

A big brand may provide stu-
dents the security blanket of name 

recognition, but you can 
buy Starbucks coffee by 
the ton at Wal-Mart. We 
are unique and doing 
some good with our fair-
trade Katz coffee. 

The Coffeehouse is 
great, so why fix what's 
not broken? Come the 
opening of the library 
annex, the only contem-
plated change should 
be a physical one: mov-
ing t h e C o f f e e h o u s e 

f r o m t h e S t u d e n t C e n t e r to 
t h e l ibrary. But even tha t is 
not necessary. 

Come on, throw us a 

biscotti here. 

A cof feehouse from beyond 
t h e h e d g e s migh t p rov ide a 
window to the outs ide world. 
Then again, we all r e m e m b e r 

I r e m e m b e r tour ing J o h n s 
Hopkins and seeing their multiple 
coffeehouses, including ones in 
the library and student center, and 
realizing they had a good thing 
going, at least for this caffeine 
addict. We are trying to compete 
with Ivy League universities, so 
how about a bragging point of mul-
tiple student-run coffeehouses? 
It would be nice to debunk the 
idea that in Texas we only drink 
Lonestar, iced tea and Wal-Mart-
grade caffeinated mud. The status 
of the on-campus bagel quality isn't 
exactly helping either, but I'll save 
that for another column. 

In the end, student-run coffee 
service is something s tudents 
actually care about. Regardless 
of the minor benefits one way or 
another, the student body should 
be appeased on this issue simply 
to make us happy. Come on, throw 
us a biscotti here and keep all 
on-campus coffeehouses under 
student control. 

Give us this little victory — or 
tall victory, I suppose — and the 
s tudents should respond with 
venti thanks. It is not that big of 
an issue. But it matters to us, so 
let us keep our coffee the way we 
like it. Besides, most of the people 
who would go to the coffeehouses 
are students, and the customer is 
always right. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
sophomore and opinion editor. 
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Graduate students to 
grade composition exam 

The writing composition exam 
for incoming freshmen and trans-
fers will be administered online 
again next year. English Professor 
Linda Driskill Qones '61) said Rice 
will pay $12,000 per year to use a 
software program to administer the 
exams and that the program will 
allow instructors to assign timed 
readings and essays. 

Students who receive a "not 
satisfactory" grade on the exam 
are required to take ENGL 103: 
Introduction to Argumentation 
and Writing. 

Rice used a free trial of the 
program last year. The exams were 
graded by Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology staff, who only 
agreed to grade last summer's ex-
ams. Rice has now joined the MIT-
led consortium and will train about 
20 English graduate students to 
grade Rice's writing exams. Driskill 
said the salary for the graders has 
not yet been determined. 

Driskill said the price of the 
program will decrease if more uni-
versities join the consortium. 

In previous years, new students 
took a pen-and-paper writing com-
position exam during Orientation 
Week, and English department fac-
ulty and graduate students graded 
the exams in a single afternoon 
and evening. 

In August 2004, the English 
department voted to stop grading 
the tests, citing a need to reevalu-
ate the exam process and writing 
resources at Rice in general — and 
a belief that freshmen should re-
ceive more feedback about their 
exams. 

Driskill said faculty members 
found grading the exams to be time 
consuming. 

"Graders have to read [the 

exams]," Driskill said. "Then you 
have to enter all the grades and send 
out all the letters. That's a couple 
thousand hours of human effort, 
and all you have to show is a list. 
That was thing that made everyone 
say, This has to stop.'" 

In the summer of 2005, new 
students were notified that they 
had the option to take the exam 
online in late July or early August. 
However, Rice did not have grad-
ers, and therefore paid MIT $76 
per student to grade the exams 
and give students feedback about 
their writing. However, exam re-
sults were not returned until after 
classes began, forcing students to 
guess whether or not they should 
register for ENGL 103. 

This summer, incoming fresh-
men will probably be notified of 
the exam test dates in their spring 
acceptance letters, Driskill said. 
There will be two test dates avail-
able over the summer and a make-
up date during O-Week, she said. 

— Ruth Samuelson 

Faculty to pilot online 
grade entry system 

Select courses will pilot an online 
system that will allow instructors to 
view class rosters and enter grades. 
Instructors in yet-to-be-determined 
courses that meet for fewer than 14 
weeks will enter grades for their 
courses online this semester. 

Provost Eugene Levy said the 
new system will free up Registrar's 
Office resources. 

"The old approach is outdated 
and labor-intensive in ways not 
necessary in the 21st century," 
Levy said. 

The current system requires 
instructors to handwrite students' 
grades on a blank roster and turn 
the hard copy of the grades in to the 
Registrar's Office. Registrar's Of-

fice staff members enter the grades 
into ESTHER, and copies are then 
sent back to the instructors for 
approval. Registrar David Tenney 
(Sid '87) said the current system 
is inefficient and error-prone, 
especially since some professors 
have handwriting that is difficult 
to read. 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Olga Kantor was given an 
incorrect grade after a Registrar's 
Office staff member entered the 
wrong letter. 

"The grade my professor gave 
[the Registrar's Office] was right 
on the handwritten sheet, but 
the grade on the computer was 
wrong," Kantor said. "I think it's 
more beneficial to students to skip 
the registrar step so that there are 
[fewer] errors." 

The online system will be 
incorporated into ESTHER, and 
instructors will be able to enter 
grades from anywhere with an 
Internet connection. The online 
grade submission system is an 
extension of a new class roster 
program Administrative Systems 
is developing. 

Tenney said part-of-term cours-
es were chosen to participate in the 
pilot program because they tend to 
have smaller class sizes. 

Tenney said he hopes online 
grade submission will be ready to 
be implemented by Fall 2006. 

Currently, instructors are not 
able to see up-to-date versions of 
their class rosters online, Tenney 
said. Instead, the Registrar's Office 
generates paper rosters on the first 
day of classes, and instructors do 
not receive updated rosters until 
later in the semester. 

"This is a problem because [dur-
ing] the first few weeks of classes, 
students tend to shop around," 
Tenney said. "Instructors' rosters 
become outdated very quickly." 

— Sarah Taylor 

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Program 

i 

The Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellows Program (MMUFP) at Rice University has three goals. 

First, it seeks to increase the number of minority students, and others with a demonstrated 

commitment to eradicating racial disparities, who will pursue PhDs in core fields in the arts and 

sciences. In doing so, the program aims to reduce over time the serious under-representation on 

the faculties of individuals from certain minority groups, as well as to address the attendant 

educational consequences of these disparities. Second, it seeks to nurture these students to be the 

researchers, teachers, and mentors of the highly diverse college student bodies of the future. 

Third, it seeks to encourage study abroad experiences as part of their research agenda. The fields 

that the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has targeted for support are: Anthropo logy , Art 

History, Classics , Computer Science, Demography , Earth Sciences, Ecology, English, 

Ethnomusico logy , Foreign Languages , History, Literature, Mathematics , Musicology. 

Philosophy . Physics. Political Theory, Religion and Sociology . 

Applicants should normally be completing their sophomore year us a student at Rice University. 

Selection will be based on a number of attributes including but not limited to academic standing 

and potential, life experiences and interests, commitment to building bridges in multicultural 

settings, and interest in pursuing graduate education. Students who participate in the program 

receive a yearly stipend of $2.(XX). work closely with a faculty mentor for two years, and are also 

eligible for participation in summer fellowship programs at the end of their sophomore or junior 

years. Finalists will be interviewed. Announcements will be made in March. 

For more information and to download the application go to: 

http://professor.rice.edu/professor/Mellon Mays Index.asp 

Application deadline is Februpry 2,200$ 

CONTACT: 
Dr. Roland B. Smith, Jr. or Gloria Bean 
Office of the Associate Provost 
Rice University 
713/348-5688 

RICE BY THE NUMBERS 
Every year, the Registrar's Office compiles a snapshot of Rice on 
Oct. 1. The report, which is sent to the president, contains data 
on ethnicity, gender, geography, majors, degrees awarded and 
the freshman class. Selected categories are detailed below. 

Fall enrollment 2005 2004 
Undergraduates 2,949 2,886 
Graduates 1,983 1,922 
Fifth years 39 47 
Class III* 12 26 

Visiting 131 92 
Visiting (Tulane undergrad) 107 -

Visiting (Tulane graduate) 37 -

Students abroad 88 90 

Total 5,258 4,973 

Gender (undergraduate) 
Male 1,533 1,483 
Female 1,416 1,403 

Gender (graduate) 
Male 1,285 1,246 
Female 698 676 

•Class III students are those who already have college degrees and 
are taking courses for credit but not seeking a Rice degree. 

Top 10 Majors 
(declared by juniors and seniors) 

2005 2004 
English 112 Economics 110 
Psychology 110 English 105 
Economics 105 Psychology 99 
Political science 94 Political science 87 
Mechanical engineering 86 Managerial studies 82 
Kinesiology 84 Biochemistry 81 
Biochemistry 82 Bioengineering 76 
Bioengineering 77 Biology 75 
History 77 Mechanical engineering 68 
Managerial studies 77 History 63 

Top 10 States 

2005 2004 
Texas 1,516 Texas 1,529 
California 131 California 122 
Florida 77 Florida 70 
New York 63 Louisiana 67 
Georgia 56 Illinois 58 
Illinois 55 Virginia 56 
Louisiana 54 Georgia 53 
Virginia 52 Maryland 51 
Maryland 50 New York 49 
Oklahoma 49 Missouri 48 

KAPLAN TEST PREP AND 
ADMISSIONS 

Free Extra Prep in January 
MCAT Double your prep for FREE-up to a $1,549 va lue! " 

kaptest.com/mcatoffer 

GMAT ^u 'zBank-ava|ue! 
kaptest .com/gmat 

FREE subject test onl ine c o u r s e - u p to a $499 va lue! " 

kaptest .com/gre 

I C A T Two FREE hours of private t u t o r l n g - a $200 va lue ! " 
• 3 H I kaptest .com/lsat 

Enroll in a Kaplan course before january 31st 

to take advantage of these special offers. 

Higher tes t scores guaran teed or your money back." 

1-800-KAP-TEST | kaptest.com 
names are rtp^rw tr jdwnarks (if t?w mm* • •Mu* enroll * » Mr>T. ©MAT. ARC. or i f iAT Classroom 

Count. Premiurr Courw. cr IS, X*. or SMiou\rtutoring popvn January i and January 3' 2006 
Cannotn* r m i i H w j wffti any mtm effcr, trtMte. ' J r o u r * or pramoiMn fCcrx t tore vri toipiuotb 

• or cunpitte yui»'unte- > eNgis«ty rvquremorts vni .apteti corô ag T̂ t Sc<ye Guararcat apputs onfy 
to Kaplan c u t h \ and corrpeteti wahin Stars v a ' -jrwd* 

http://professor.rice.edu/professor/Mellon
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All in a day's work 
Two construction workers walk past the new doors installed at the back of Fondren Library. The doors are part of 
the ongoing renovation project scheduled for completion in August 2006. 

MINORS 
From page 1 

E t n y r e said o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t 
cha i r s in the School of Humani t ies 
told him at a recen t mee t ing that 
they are s t rongly opposed to the 
proposal . 

"They said minors are just another 
way of credentializing and that it 
would make students think they have 
to have a minor," Etnyre said. 

But Leebron said the proposal 
has symbolic value. 

"Most of what we ' re doing is 
send ing a signal about fos ter ing in-
terdisciplinary programs," Leebron 
said. "We want to be a dynamic 
university that fos te rs new ideas 
and creativity." 

Ear th Science Professor Dale 
Sawyer said he th inks faculty must 
create new courses in order to make 
minors cohesive . 

' T h e notion of just s t r inging six 
courses toge ther and their having a 
cohe rence or re levance is hard [to 
accept) ," Sawyer said. "To make 
it work effectively, we ' re go ing to 
have to crea te new courses , and 
to do that, we ' re go ing to have to 
have buy-in f rom our d e p a r t m e n t 
chairs ." 

However, Forman said he th inks 
specifying a g r o u p of c o u r s e s that 
const i tu te a minor could be helpful 
to s tudents . 

"The idea of a minor is that 

t he re ' s a collection that add up to 
more than the sum of their par ts ," 
Forman said. 

The proposal s tates that relevant 
depa r tmen t chairs , relevant deans , 
the cur r icu lum commi t tee and the 
provost must approve a minor for it 
to become a part of the cur r icu lum, 
but E c o n o m i c s P r o f e s s o r Pe t e r 
Mieszkowski said he th inks the 
sena te should also be a part of the 
approval process . History Profes-
sor Carol Quillen ag reed . 

"Although it could become bur-
densome, [a new minor] is a new 
academic program, and it should be 
vetted by the body that r ep re sen t s 
the faculty." Quillen said. 

Forman discussed his goal of 
large-scale cu r r i cu l a r rev iew at 
Thursday ' s full faculty meet ing. Po-
litical Science Professor Randy Ste-
venson said he thinks minors should 
be included in that process . 

"We're contemplat ing a larger 
curr icular re fo rm," Stevenson, a 
Will Rice College res ident associ-
ate, said. "Why would we do this 
now instead of making it part of 
the complete package and making 
sure it fits in?" 

However, Forman encouraged 
the sena te to p roceed with the 
proposal . 

"The curr iculum review process 

... is a multi-year process , and I'm 
reluctant to put every th ing in that 
b a s k e t , " F o r m a n said. "I th ink 
the re are a n u m b e r of i ssues , and 
Ithe minors proposal] is the first 
of many to deal with." 

'We want to be a 

dynamic university that 

fosters new ideas and 

creativity.' 
— David Leebron 

President 

Rel ig ious S t u d i e s P r o f e s s o r 
Anthony Pinn and English Profes-
sor Jose Aranda, who is also Baker 
College master , were the only two 
sena tors to vote against the prin-
ciple of the minors proposal. War-
ren — who voted for the principle 
of minors — said the senate should 
not commit to approving the task 
force ' s revised proposal. 

"I'm in favor of minors , but I'm 
not in favor of tying our hands." 
W a r r e n said . "I want to s e e a 
c o n c r e t e p roposa l t ha t we can 
vote on." 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Jan 19-24. 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess College Jan. 19 

Lovett College Jan. 20 

Martel College Jan. 20 

Wiess College Jan. 2 1 

Wiess College 

Academic Buildings 
Baker Hall 

Other Buildings 
Rice Media Center 

Parking Lots 

Greenbriar Lot Jan. 20 

Greenbriar Lot Jan. 2 1 

Greenbriar Lot Jan. 24 

Book and calculator stolen. 

Three s t u d e n t s found smoking 
marijuana. Students referred to Student 
Judicial Programs. 

Chair thrown from third floor balcony. 
Fire extinguisherdischarged in elevator. 

Student referred to Student Judicial 
Programs for public intoxication and 
minor in consumption. 

Jan. 2 3 Bicycle stolen over winter break. 

Jan. 19 Purse and wallet stolen. 

Jan. 19 Wallet stolen. 

Three motor vehicles burglarized. 

Motor vehicle burglarized. Purse and 
cell phone stolen. 

Vehicle s topped for speeding or 
Laboratory Road. Driver arrested for 
driving while intoxicated and remanded 
to Harris County Jail. 

Other Areas 
Practice field near 
Rice Track/Soccer 
Stadium 

Jan. 19 Backpack stolen. 

Main Street at Jan. 2 1 
Entrance 5 

Traffic s top. Driver a r res ted for 
possession of controlled substance 
and remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Beckman Scholars Program 

The Beckman Scholars Program provides 

support for undergraduate research for two 

students with Beckman faculty mentors in the areas 

of Chemistry. Biochemistry & Cell Biology. Bioen-

gineering, or Chemical Engineering (see 

http://natsci.rice.edu/beckman.cfm ?doc_id=5713 

for faculty list). Research is performed during two 

full-time summer sessions and part-time for the 

intervening academic year and attendance at the 

annual Beckman Symposium will he funded along 

with support for related travel and supplies. 

For application requirements, see the Natu-

ral Sciences Beckman Scholar website at http:// 

natsci.rice.edu/beckman.cfm?doc_id=5313. Appli-

cations can be sent to Dr. Kathleen Matthews. Dean 

of Natural Sciences, Rice University, MS 102. The 

deadline for application submission is February 15, 

2006. 

hey brainyboyandwickediygoodgradesgirltakeawalkonthewildside.com 

trade inyour supersonic smarty pantsfora lilsomethinto getfunkyfresh.com 

let yourbigbad brainy self sway to the beatof the h-townstreet sound.com 

http://natsci.rice.edu/beckman.cfm
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Ex-president Gillis enjoys life as researcher, teacher 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

S o m e f o r m e r Rice p r e s i -
dents have cut and run. George 
Rupp, p re s iden t f rom 1985-'93, 
l e f t to b e c o m e p r e s i d e n t of 
Co lumbia Univers i ty . Kenne th 
Pitzer, president from 1961-'68, left 
Rice to become president of Stan-
ford University. But Rice's newest 
ex-president, Malcolm Gillis, can be 
found not far from his former office 
in Lovett Hall. 

The economist, who oversaw Rice 
for 11 years and now works out of 
Baker Hall, has tried to stay out of 
university administration but has 
returned to teaching and is involved 
with many international projects. 

7 don't have to be on 
committees anymore, 
and I don't have to sit 
around in meetings. I 
don't want to do that, 
so I will do almost 
anything as long as you 
tell me I don't have to 
sit around in meetings.' 

— Malcolm Gillis 
University professor 

Former president 

After spend ing the 2004-'05 
academic year at Duke University, 
where he served as vice provost of 
academic affairs from 1986-'91 and 
dean of the faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences from 1991-'93, Gillis returned 
to the Rice economics department 
this fall as a university professor. 

Gillis said although he speaks with 
President David Leebron frequently 
and is also in contact with some of the 
deans, he has avoided serving on any 
university committees. 

| Buy/Sell/Trade I 
Used scholarly books, etc. , 

| I 
duffybooks.com 

I Or call ' 
. 281-443-9006 j 

800-699-9213 
I I 

« FREE Media Rate Shipping in the US 

| http://duffybooks.com I 

"I don't have to be on commit-
tees anymore, and I don't have to 
sit around in meetings," Gillis said. 
"I don't want to do that, so I will 
do almost anything as long as you 
tell me I don't have to sit around in 
meetings." 

However, Gillis did serve as one 
of the seven advisers to Tulane 
University President Scott Cowen 
— who he has known for about 40 
years — as Cowen made decisions 
about how to rebuild Tulane after 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Gillis said Tulane's main chal-
lenge was to transform its solvency 
problem — in which it did not have 
enough assets to pay its debts—into 
a liquidity problem, in which assets 
are sufficient but a cash shortage 
exists. 

"Tulane's existence as an institu-
tion is now guaranteed, but if they 
had not handled it so well, they 
could have spiraled into a situation 
of insolvency," Gillis said. "Right 
now, they've got a liquidity problem, 
which nobody wishes on anybody 
but is pretty easy to deal with." 

Gillis said Cowen and Tulane's 
board of directors were smart to 
eliminate struggling programs and 
preserve strong ones. 

"I was very impressed with the 
way they went about coping with the 
most serious problem that has faced 
an American research university in 
100 years," Gillis said. 

Gillis has also been involved with 
higher education abroad, particu-
larly in Vietnam and North Korea. 
President George W. Bush appointed 
Gillis to the Vietnam Education 
Foundation. 

'If you ask me what 
kind of economist I am, 
I'll tell you it depends 
on the time of day.' 

- Gillis 

Gillis said he hopes a university 
similar to International University 
Bremen in Germany, which is mod-
eled after Rice, can be established 
in Vietnam. 

"[Our job is] basically to redo 
higher education in Vietnam," Gillis 
said. "It's a White House appoint-
ment, and we have about $15-?0 
million a year to spend. We aireau* 
have students from Vietnam at Rice, 
but what's needed now is a new 
private university there just like we 
have in Bremen." 

Gillis is also co-chairing a com-

mittee for a new university in North 
Korea, which is a l ready unde r 
construction. 

"We have the land already—Kim 
Jong II has, by the only international 
deed [North Korea has] ever done, 
deeded land at the intersection of 
the only two expressways in North 
Korea," Gillis said. "It's 150 acres, 
and buildings are half complete now. 
We know that there 's not going to be 
a lot of academic freedom for a long 
time, but you've got to start getting 
people ready." 

Closer to home, Gillis is teaching 
an undergraduate class, ECON 450: 
Economic Development: Endow-
ments, Markets and Policy, this 
semester. Gillis said the class, which 
uses a textbook he first co-wrote in 
1983, is difficult. 

7 retire the day they 

walk in with a pine 

box made to my 

specifications.' 
- Gillis 

"I am one of those people who 
believes that you really value things 
when you have to work really hard 
at it," Gillis said. "I'm probably old-
fashioned that way, but my class is 
going to require a lot of work. But if 
s tudents can stick it out and make 
a high grade, they'll get one thing: 
my recommendation. I'm famous 
for my recommendat ions — if they 
do really well in my course, I will 
move heaven and ear th to get them 
what they want." 

Gillis is also doing more research, 
and he recently published an article 
on forest harvesting and taxation 
in Environment and Development 
Economics. 

"I'm back doing papers for con-
ferences in taxation, public finance, 
economic development , natural 
resources—all of economics hangs 
together for me," Gillis said. "If you 
ask me what kind of economist I 
am, I'll tell you it depends on the 
time of day." 

Gillis said he has found life as a 
professor to be more relaxing than 
life as an administrator. 

"You don't wake up every morn-
ing worried about 4,500 students and 
a like number of staff," Gillis said. 
" [As president, there are ] all kinds of 
things that can go wrong — floods, 
anthrax and all that stuff." 

Gillis said he intends to remain 
a professor indefinitely. 

"I retire the day they walk in with a 

Community Service Grant 

DOES YOUR STUDENT ORGANIZATION NEED FUNDING TO SUPPORT A 
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT? 

The Community Service Grant began in 1997, designed by a group of student 
representatives from the student service organizations at Rice, and is now 
funded through the Office of the Dean of Undergraduates. The purpose of the 
grant is to help student service organizations (such as Amnesty International, 
Habitat for Humanity, and ESL Tutoring) establish and develop their programs 
and to help other student organizations initiate community service projects. 

$12,000 is available for the 2005-2006 academic year. Applications are now 
available for the spring 2006 cycle on the Community Involvement Center web 
site at http://www.rice.edu/service. Allocation decisions are made by a 
committee of student representatives from student service organizations. 
Completed applications are due to the Community Involvement Center by 
5:00pm on Friday, February 3, 2006. 

For more information, please contact Mac Griswold by phone (713-348-6163) 
or e-mail (griswold@rice.edu). 

: 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Malcolm Gillis, a university professor and former Rice president, teaches 
ECON 450: Economic Development: Endowment, Markets and Policy. 

pine box made to my specifications," 
Gillis said. 

In the interim, Gillis is also on 
the boards of Halliburton and EDS, 
and he served two four-year terms as 
one of nine directors of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas before he 
reached his term limit Dec. 31. 

"1 became a really vocal sup-
porter of decentralization in the 
Fed — of giving more authority 
and responsibility to the regional 
banks, [as specified] in the Fed-
eral Reserve Act," Gillis said. "But 
bureaucracies always want to cen-
tralize — and this is t rue even of a 
good bureaucracy like the Fed. It's 

a fundamental law of nature." 
Gillis said he also used this ideol-

ogy when he was Rice's president. 
"When I came in, the deans had 

no authority and no funds at their 
disposal," Gillis said. "Over the 
years, I slowly devolved financial au-
thority to them. [ Previously], if they 
had money left over at the end the 
year, it was taken back. I started by 
saying, 'You can keep a third,' then, 
'You can keep 50 percent, ' then 75. 
But you have to recruit deans who 
can manage, so I didn't want to do 
it all at once. I decentralized just as 
fast as I could here, and I think it 
has worked." 

RICE UNIVERSITY 
Information Technology 

2006-2007 College Computing Associates 

Job Start Dale: Fall 2006 

Description: Provide basic computer support for members of the 
residential colleges, including network connectivity, file sharing 
and printing, anti-virus work, basic support of electronic mail and 
other applications. We have openings at Hans/en (2). Lovett (I), 
Sid Rich (1). Wiess (1). Martel (I) and Will Rice (I). 

Requirements: 
• Must be resident of college. 
• Experience with Macintosh and IBM microcomputers required 
• Good communication skills 
• Good motivation, requiring little supervision 
• Must be available the week before O Week for training and 

during O-VVeek to help set up new student machines 

Pay Rale: Flat semester fee; paid semi-monthly 

Days/Hours: Varies each week 

Job Duration: Fall and Spring 

Contact Diane Butler at dianebC" rice.edu or exl 4980 
http://www.rice.edu/it/about it/hiring/ 

http://duffybooks.com
http://www.rice.edu/service
mailto:griswold@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/it/about


THE RICE THRESHER NEWS FRIDAY, JANUARY 27,2006 

Jones cabinet votes to make all floors co-ed next year 
by Anne Hierholzer 

THRESHER STAFF 

The boundary between heaven 
and hell will be breached next year. 

Jones College's two single-sex 
floors will become co-ed, the Jones 
Cabinet decided in a 13-1 vote last 
semester. 

Since the former women's col-
lege became co-ed in 1980, Jones ' 
third floor south — known as "hell" 
— has been reserved for men only, 
and fourth floor south — known as 
"heaven" — has been reserved for 
women. T h e Jones cabinet voted 
on whether or not to keep the two 
single-sex floors every year until 
the mid-1990s, when voting stopped 
because the tradition began to be 
taken for granted. 

But Jones considered changing 
the floors' single-sex status last year, 
primarily because of logistical issues. 
A college-wide vote in the spring 
was ineffective because of multiple 
complications in the voting process, 
including confusion over whether 
the vote was binding or a survey and 
whether a constitutional amendment 
was necessary. As a result, last fall the 
cabinet formed a committee to study 
the matter, junior Leah Witus, who 
chaired the committee, said. 

"We just saw that demand for the 
single-sex floors was decreasing," 
Witus said. "The commit tee was 
formed to determine whether this 
drop in demand was just a blip in the 
system or a consistent trend." 

Jones President Breck Garrett 
said he has also observed a change 

Leadership Rice director 
Lieberman steps down 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Susan Lieberman resigned as 
director of Leadership Rice at the 
end of the fall semester. Assistant 
directors Jennifer Murray and Na-
talia Ksiezyk (Jones '01) will run 
the program until a new director is 
hired, Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said. 

'Susan Lieberman 

brought a great passion 

to the role of director 

and affected a lot of 

our students.' 
— Robin Forman 

Dean of undergraduates 

Leadership Rice offers several 
courses, including IINIV 309: Lead-
ership: Theory to Practice, which is 
taken by about 65 students each fall. 
Students in the class work on com-
munity improvement projects and are 
eligible, upon course completion, for 
$3,000 stipends to pursue program-
affiliated summer internships. 

Forman said he hopes Leader-
ship Rice will expand as it becomes 
affiliated with the new civic en-
gagement center in the fall. The 
center — being formed to facilitate 
research partnerships between Rice 
s tudents , faculty and communi ty 
organizations — will be an umbrella 
organization for l e a d e r s h i p Rice 
and the Communi ty Involvement 
Center. 

" l eadersh ip Rice will remain a 
Rice program," Forman said. "In fact, 

in demand. 
"It was a practical issue," Garrett , 

a senior, said. "People just weren ' t 
reques t ing to be on the all-guys 
floor, al though this wasn' t really a 
problem for the all-girls floor." 

'Some people who 

didn't want to live on 

single-sex floors got 

stuck there.' 
— Ieah Witus 

Jones College junior 

The commit tee studied Jones ' 
h is tory and surveyed the ent i re 

college. Gar re t t said the survey 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t m a n y s t u d e n t s 
thought the switch would improve 
the college. 

"Some people talked about the 
idea that the change would lead 
to more unity — that co-ed floors 
would heal any divisions that might 
have occurred ," Garre t t said. 

T h e c o m m i t t e e voted 5-1 to 
r e c o m m e n d tha t c a b i n e t m a k e 
the f loors co-ed. T h e cabinet then 
approved the motion. 

Some s tuden t s have rese rva-
tions about the switch. J o n e s ju-
nior Alison Morgan said she was 
opposed to mak ing fou r th f loor 
south co-ed, because she th inks it 
may lose its reputat ion as a clean 
and quiet place to live. 

"I have enjoyed the environment 

of living on this floor because I am 
m o r e comfor tab le living in c lose 
q u a r t e r s with m e m b e r s of the same 
sex," Morgan said. "I don't mind 
guys visiting the floor, but at the end 
of the day, I p re fer walking a round 
in p a j a m a s — o r going to the shower 
in a towel in a hallway filled with 
girls, where bumping into a male 
visitor is occasional ra ther than a 
near certainty." 

Witus said many s tudents were 
pleased with the change because 
they believe it will give them more 
flexibility. 

"Some people who didn't want to 
live on single-sex f loors got s tuck 
the re , " Wi tus said. ' T h e n , they 
some t imes began to feel isolated 
and like they weren' t meet ing many 
new people." 

Former Leadership Rice Director 
Susan Lieberman 

rhy hope is it will be more prominent 
and more effective than ever, now 
that it will be part of a home that can 
effectively support its mission." 

F o r m a n said l e a d e r s h i p Rice 
will o f fe r more scho la r sh ips for 
s u m m e r in te rnsh ips th is s u m m e r 
than in previous years . He said 
Lieberman a r r anged for the ad-
ditional scho la r sh ips be fo re she 
left. Fo rman said Lieberman will 
be missed . 

"Susan Lieberman b rough t a 
great passion to the role of d i rector 
and affected a lot our s tudents ," 
Forman said. 

Ksiezyk, who par t ic ipa ted in 
Leadership Rice as an undergradu-
ate, said Lieberman pioneered the 
program. 

" [ I jeberman) built a strong foun-
dation for l eadersh ip Rice and took 
the program from just a fledgling 
idea to a solid program that makes a 
difference and has a s t rong presence 
in the community," Ksiezyk said. 

Lieberman could not be reached 
for comment . 

POSTNET 
C R E A T E • D U P L I C A T E • D E L I V E R 

FEDEX, UPS, DHL, USPS, & 
Freight Shipping 

ground, next day, 
2-day, 3-day & 
international shipping 

Packaging svcs. & supplies 
Fragile and non-fragile 
Crating and custom boxes 
Pick up service available 

Private mailbox rentals & 
Mail forwarding service 

B/W & color copy service 
Notary public 
Passport photos 
Computer services 
Unibind and comb binding 

Business accts. available 

WE PROVIDE... 
SHIPPING 
PACKAGING 
POSTAL 
MAILBOX 
COPYING 
COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

Hours: 
M-F 8am to 7pm 
Sat 9am to 5pm 

Corner of Wakeforest and 
Bissonnet (one light west of Kirby) 
2726 Bissonnet St, #240 
Ph: 713-526-8890 
Fx: 713-526-8898 
postnettxl85@sbcglobal.net 

Jorge Cantu, Owner 
Steve Klaus, Manager 

10% discount with Rice U. ID Come by and say hello! 
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Honor Council saw rise in cheating accusations 
Council has cleared its months-long backlog, but perennial questions remain by David Brown 

In 1991, a spike in accusations of 
Honor Code violations was caused by 
a conspiracy. That year, the Honor 
Council found a group of 28 students 
"in violation" by cheating on a quiz 
in a lower-level science class, and 
the case drew coverage in The New 
York Times. 

In 2002, 22 students were ac-
cused and 15 found "in violation" for 
cheating on a final in a lower-level 
science class. 

No such cheat ing r ings have 
been uncovered since 2002, but the 
council did receive 59 accusations in 
the 2004-'05 academic year, up from 
26 the previous year. 

Facing an already backlogged 
docket at its changeover in Spring 
2005, the Honor Council then re-
ceived an upsurge of accusations 
about violations in spring classes, 
forcing the council to hear 16 cases 
after April 1 in the spring and a total 
of 43 cases in the fall. 

In early December , the council 
wrapped up the last of the 2004-'05 
docket. Currently, only 13 accusa-
tions have been submitted to the 
Honor Council f rom 2005-'06, a rate 
similar to previous years, and the 
backlog has been eliminated. 

Assistant Dean of Student Judi-
cial P rograms Don Ostdiek, who 
oversees the council and sits on the 
th ree -member appeals panel, said 
Honor Council m e m b e r s worked 
hard to end the backlog and that he 
was surpr ised the council finished 
its cases f rom 2004-'05 before the 
end of last semes ter . 

"You get some professors talk-
ing about this backlog, saying that 
they've heard about the backlog 
this year and T h e Honor Council 
needs to work harder, ' and that's 
just not the case," Ostdiek said. "The 
[council members ] are incredibly 
dedicated." 

To hear a case, the council first 
holds a preliminary investigation 
and then — if the panel finds enough 
evidence—convenes nine members 
along with the accused students for 
a hearing, followed by a deliberation 
that can sometimes last more than 
three hours. 

For some faculty and s tudents 
involved, last semes te r ' s hear ings 
raised quest ions about the fa i rness 
of the council 's p rocedures and 

the ramif icat ions a backlog can 
impose on accused s tudents . And 
the high n u m b e r of accusat ions 
naturally raised b roader quest ions 
about academic integrity at Rice. 

Amount of cheating 
Honor Council Chair John Horst-

man, a Sid Richardson Col lege 
junior, said last year saw increases 
across many types of violations, 
mos t notably col labora t ion and 
plagiarism. Of 39 abs t rac ts f rom 
2004-'05 obtained by the Thresher, 
8 s tudents were accused of collabo-
ration and 2 were found "in viola-
tion"; 17 s tuden t s were accused of 
plagiarism, of whom 15 were found 
"in violation." 

Horstman, Ostdiek and Internal 
Vice Chair Chr is Edwards (Will 
Rice '01) all pointed to plagiarism, 
specifically from the Internet, as 
the type of cheating that increased 
most often in 2004-'05. Edwards, 
a chemistry graduate student and 
the longest-standing member of the 
council, said he has recently seen 
several cases of students purchasing 
papers online. 

' We take our job to be 

even-handed, neutral, 

objective and just. 

Inasmuch as a penalty 

may seem harsh, we 

have to weigh the 

consequences of one 

individual versus the 

rest of the academic 

community.' 
— Chris Edwards 

Internal Vice Chair 
Chemistry graduate student 

" In te rne t p lagiar ism is more 
c o m m o n , e spec ia l ly p lag ia r i sm 
f rom a paid site," Edwards said. "I 
didn't see that at all my first year 
[on the Honor Council) . That ' s a 

Honor Code Violations 

BY THE NUMBERS 
Of the 5 9 accusations submitted to the Honor Council in 2004-'05, 

4 4 cases received hearings, 

9 were dropped at investigation and 
6 were dropped before investigation for various reasons. 

Of the 4 4 cases heard by the Honor Council, 
3 3 found students in violation. From those, 

1 0 students received an F and were suspended, 

7 received an F but no suspension, 

8 received a penalty of one letter grade or less and 
8 received various other penalties. 

Of the 1 0 students suspended, 

7 appealed to the faculty appeals board, and 

2 of those cases were upheld by the committee. 

Both cases were appealed to the president, of which 

1 case was upheld and 

1 is yet to be determined. 
5 of those appeals have not yet been heard by the faculty 

appeals board. 

Of the 3 9 case abstracts obtained by the Thresher, 

2 4 of those cases found students in violation. Of those, 

8 were in natural sciences classes, 

5 were in social sciences, 

5 were in humanities, 

4 were in engineering, 

1 was in management and 

1 was in architecture. 

Also, 

1 5 were for plagiarism, 

7 were for cheating on exams and 

2 were for unauthorized collaboration. 
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new class of violation that we ' re 
r u n n i n g into." 

Horstman said much of the in-
crease in plagiarism could be due 
to sloppy — though unacceptable 
— work by students . 

"I would say it might be careless-
ness on the s tudents ' part — just 
not being thorough in citations," 
Hors tman said. "Sometimes with 
Internet plagiarism cases, it might 
be carelessness . . . . The re have been 
lots of cases where people directly 
copy from the Internet and don't cite 
sources at all." 

Despite the number of plagia-
rism cases, Honor Council members 
say there is no convincing evidence 
that an increase in cheat ing is actu-
ally occurr ing at Rice. One possible 
reason for the increase in Internet 
plagiarism accusations, Horstman 
said, is that professors are discov-
er ing how easily they can catch 
plagiarism. 

"If a teacher is at all suspicious, 
they 'Google' one sentence, and it 
pulls up the Web site you copied 
from," Horstman said. "It is also very 
easy for the Honor Council to go 
through and look for more [copied 
sentences] , so it's very easy to find 
clear evidence that a student is 'in 
violation.'" 

Honor Council External Vice 
Chair Andrew Roller, a Brown Col-
lege junior, said he attributes the 
caseload to randomness . Horstman 
— like each council member inter-
viewed — said he is not at all suspi-
cious of rampant cheating. 

"I don't feel like [cheating] is 
on the rise to the point that it has 
become a concern or someth ing 
noteworthy," Hors tman said. "In 
no way is t he re a chea t ing scandal 
going on, and in no way is the re a 
cul ture of cheat ing across Rice. 

Level of stress 
Honor Council m e m b e r s did 

express concern, however, about 
complications from the backlog: The 
high number of cases demanded 
more of the council members ' time 
and often meant hearings were post-
poned when not enough members 
could attend. 

T w o s t u d e n t s a c c u s e d by a 
teaching assistant in their lower-
level eng inee r ing course of col-
labora t ing on a t ake -home test 
in April were not notified of the 
accusat ion until October . T h e s e 
students , one now a sophomore and 
the o ther a junior, asked to remain 
anonymous . 

The students, who were found 
"not in violation" of the Honor Code, 
said Honor Council members were 
professional, but that they had seri-
ous doubts about the fairness of the 
system. 

The junior said he was first noti-
fied of the accusation several days 
before he was expected to show up 
for the investigative meeting. He said 
he could barely r emember taking 

the test by the time the investigation 
was held. 

The junior said he had trouble 
providing evidence in support of 
his case, because he had reformat-
ted his computer and had not kept 
files from that course, and because 
too much time had passed to find a 
witness who would r emember him 
taking the test. 

"Your memory gets pretty fuzzy 
about a thing like a test," he said. 
"You take a test and move on. You 
don' t r e m e m b e r much about it. 
Each of us could barely remember 
the material." 

T h e junior said his c o n c e r n s 
about defending himself led to stress 
and insomnia, particularly when 
the case was postponed when the 
Honor Council could not assemble 
enough members for the scheduled 
hearing. 

"It was making me sick," he said. 
"After a few days, I was able to deal 
with it. When the hear ing came up, 
it started bothering me again, and 
[ when the hearing was postponed ], I 
had to go through another weekend 
of crazy stress." 

Horstman said he is aware of 
t h e d i f f i cu l ty of r e m e m b e r i n g 
events f rom many m o n t h s ago, but 
that the Honor Council 's policy of 
waiting to notify accused s tuden t s 
is designed to minimize s t r e s s by 
limiting the amount of t ime accused 
s tudents have to think about the ac-
cusation. He also said the Council 
recognizes that it is difficult for ac-
cused s tudents to provide evidence 
months after an alleged violation 
has occurred . 

"If the evidence isn't there, it's in 
the student 's favor," Horstman said. 
"If we need a student to bring a test 
in, and he no longer has the test, that 
doesn't jeopardize the student." 

Advice for accused 
T h e junior said he was unsure 

of how to defend himself at the 
hearing, at which accused s tudents 
are barred from having any legal 
assistance. Each accused student 
is assigned an ombudsman , but 
the ombudsman ' s role is simply to 
inform the accused student about 
p rocedures and to ensu re that no 
b iases a re p resen t and that no 
procedural violations occur. 

"No one in the process is there to 
advise you," the junior said. "You're 
on your own. I had to turn to people 
outside the system, like college 
masters, who were quite unfamiliar 
with the system." 

However, Horstman said the pro-
cess is simple enough that s tudents 
should not need outside advice on 
an Honor Council case. 

"The council is in teres ted in 
hear ing the facts of the case, not 
legal statues," Horstman said. "Give 
us facts and explain why you are 
'in violation' or why you are 'not in 
violation.' I don't think it's difficult 
to do that as it's set up now." 

An Honor Council m e m b e r who 
also asked to remain anonymous 
said she was concerned that stu-
dent-athletes receive advice about 
how to prepare for Honor Council 
hearings, whe reas o the r s tudents 
do not. 

The Rice University Student-Ath-
lete Handbook, which is distributed 
to all student-athletes at the begin-
ning of each academic year, contains 
information and rules, including a 
code of conduct, eligibility require-
ments and spor ts medicine policies. 
It also includes a list of 13 "Honor 
Council Do's and Don'ts." 

The section about the Honor 
Code states, "Anyone involved in 
an Honor Council case should seek 
counsel from either the Assistant 
Athlet ic D i r ec to r for Academic 
Services or the Director for Student 
Advising." 

The Honor Council member said 
she thinks student-athletes are more 
prepared for hearings as a result of 
this practice. 

"[Advisers] discuss what to say, 
how to say it, and whether to plead 
'in violation' or 'not in violation,' 
depending on specific details of the 
case," the member said. "They are 
prepped much more than a normal 
student." 

She also said s tudent-athletes 
plead "in violation" more often than 
other s tudents . 

"Lots of t imes when [student-
athletes] say 'I'm in violation,' they 
know the Honor Council appreciates 
cooperation and honesty," the mem-
ber said. "They know it could mean 
the difference between suspension 
and just an F in the course." 

The Honor Council member said 
panel member s are often aware of 
whether or not an accused student 
is a student-athlete, but that she 
has never seen that status affect the 
panel's adjudication. 

Ostdiek said he does not notice 
whether or not an accused student 
is also a student-athlete unless Assis-
tant Athletic Director for Academic 
Services Julie Griswold or another 
Athletic Depar tment adviser tells 
him. 

"Frankly, I don't check to see 
if they're athletes," Ostdiek said. 
"Sometimes I will hear from [Gris-
wold], but I have no flag, and I 
don't think the Honor Council does 
either." 

Griswold could not be reached for 
comment despite repeated attempts. 

Strictness of penalties 
A d i f f e r e n t s t u d e n t a c c u s e d 

of an Honor Code violation, who 
also requested anonymity, said he 
thought the Honor Council handled 
his case well. 

Accused of providing answers to 
a classmate on a minor homework 
assignment, the senior eventually re-
ceived a letter of reprimand from the 
council, and his c lassmate received 
an F in thecourse and a one-semester 
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suspension — which was reduced 
on appeal to an F in the course and 
no suspension. The senior said he 
thinks he was treated properly. 

"I thought it was very fair," he 
said. "I recognized immediately I'd 
done something wrong." 

The senior said the council was 
friendly and professional and that 
his ombudsman was helpful, but 
that he thought the penalty for his 
classmate was too harsh. 

"1 think what they're operating 
under is the idea that [council 
members] should err on the side 
of being too harsh so the program 
is respected by the faculty," the 
senior said. "We spoke with our 
professor after the initial hearing, 
and when she was told the student 
had been suspended, she was 
shocked. She didn't want him to 
be suspended." 

Edwards said he is confident 
the council's penalties are fair and 
that serious penalties are neces-
sary to maintain the integrity of the 
system. 

"We take our job to be even-
handed, neutral, objective and 
just," Edwards said. "Inasmuch as 
a penalty may seem harsh, we have 
to weigh the consequences of one 
individual versus the rest of the 
academic community." 

The senior said he thought mi-
nor violations such as his should 
not have to be referred to the 
Honor Council. 

"I felt it was small enough we 
could have met with the professor 
and said, 'We really messed up. Can 
you just give us an F in the assign-
ment? We are aware of the violation 
and won't do it again,'" the senior 
said. "I don't think grand appeal to 
justice needs to be invoked for the 
smaller cases as well." 

However, Honor Council mem-
bers said permitting professors 
to address potential violations on 
their own would be destructive to 
the honor system, because defin-
ing a minor violation would be 

difficult. Horstman said any breach 
of the Honor Code should be taken 
seriously. 

" [ Even ] if a student submits work 
that does not cite sources properly, 
that's submitting fraudulent work, 
and that's a violation," he said. 

Input of faculty 
Other professors have been 

dissatisfied with Honor Council 
rulings. Of five professors randomly 
interviewed, three said they had 
submitted accusations to the Honor 
Council. Three also said they have 
dealt with cheating directly with 
students. 

'We spoke with our 

professor after the 

initial hearing, and 

when she was told 

the student had been 

suspended, she was 

shocked. She didn't 

want him to be 

suspended.' 
— Senior student 

Psychology Professor Geoff 
Potts, who is in his eighth year 
at Rice, said he generally trusts 
students to follow the Honor Code. 
However, he said the Honor Coun-
cil's rulings in cases he submitted 
were unsatisfactory, leading him to 
handle cases on his own. 

"One student had clearly pla-
giarized and the council found 
that they didn't," Potts said. "I 
don't know if the council felt it was 
something to do with intent, but the 
student had obviously plagiarized, 
and they found them not guilty. 

In another case I dealt with, the 
student was punished, but I felt it 
was an arbitrary punishment that 
had no remedial solution.... I don't 
think it helped." 

By contrast, one of the inter-
viewed professors, in the electrical 
engineering department, said he has 
not yet suspected a student of cheat-
ing, but that if he did, he would have 
no reservations about submitting the 
case to the Honor Council. 

Ostdiek said he is aware some 
faculty handle Honor Code viola-
tions outside of the system but that 
he does not think it is a widespread 
occurrence. He said the large num-
ber of accusations last year shows 
faculty are using the Honor Council. 
However, he said the system would 
work better if faculty were more 
informed about the system. 

"There definitely needs to be 
more outreach and training to fac-

ulty," Ostdiek said. "I don't mean that 
as a slam against the Honor Council. 
The more involvement we have with 
faculty and [discussion about] what 
the Honor Code means, the better 
the system will be." 

Ostdiek said it is essential that 
faculty members have clear Honor 
Code policies in their classes. Horst-
man said departments could also 
develop their own citation criteria 
and publicize them to students. 

Horstman said the Honor Council 
may consider changes to its struc-
ture to improve its efficiency. The 
council is considering proposing 
a constitutional amendment — for 
the March General Election — to 
reduce the hearing panel size from 
nine members to seven, a measure 
Horstman said he supports because 
it would ease the burden on council 
members and decrease the number 
of hearing postponements. 

But a more telling assessment of 
the Honor Code—in terms of faculty 
support for it — will likely come in 
May. With the end of self-scheduled 
exams and the elimination of the 
50-student minimum for scheduled 
exams, dozens of faculty who for-
merly offered self-scheduled exams 
will face a choice between take-home 
exams and scheduled exams. 

Horstman said having take-home 
exams is one of the greatest ben-
efits of having an effective honor 
system. 

"I hope professors won't think 
they need to give scheduled exams to 
make sure students aren't cheating," 
Horstman said. "Even though there 
was an influx of cases [last year], a 
lot of them weren't very serious, and 
a lot of them weren't test situations. 
Nothing has supported the idea that 
there's a complete undermining of 
the system going on." 

Start your summer off right by making a difference in the lives of 

a community in need! 

2006 International Service Project 

Guatemala 

May 14-27 

Applications online NOW 
Deadline February 10 

www.rice.edu/service 

sponsored by the Community Involvement Center 

I ® TXU 
Looking for a great career 

opportunity? 
TXU has what you*r£Sdoking for! 

TXU is looking for undergraduates of all majors for both intern and full-time 
positions to begin in Summer-2006. 

Career opportunities with TXU include: 

- Financial Analysis & Planning 
- Market Strategy & Profitability 

Analysis 
- Commodity Valuation 
- Risk Reporting 
- Database Design and Management 

Please drop by our booth 
at the career fair on 
January 31, 2006. An 

informational session will be 
held on March 22, 2006 
and interviews for these 

positions will be on 
March 23, 2006. Please 

submit your resume through 
Ricelink. 

For more information please contact Jason Buck atjason.buck@txu.com 

http://www.rice.edu/service
mailto:atjason.buck@txu.com
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EVALUATIONS 
From page 1 

about making written c o m m e n t s 
available to students because some 
of the comments are erroneous or 
defamatory. 

"Avery small percentage of them 
are very abusive," Corcoran said. 
"Some of them are simply not true. 
I don't feel you can post those. You 
could have someone screen them, but 
then you have to worry about who's 
doing the screening." 

Lloyd said the unofficial evalu-

ations would be primarily free-re-
sponse, and that numerical questions 
— such as "rate the quality of this 
professor from 1 to 5" — would 
include a space for comments . 

He expects the questions to differ 
from those in the official evaluations, 
since students judge classes differ-
ently than faculty, who use official 
evaluations as part of the promotion 
and tenure process. 

"What students look for in evalu-

3 OPEN 
POSITIONS 
Deliver Girl Scout program 
at various schools. 

P/T Work 
Minimum of 10 hours/wk. 
$10/hr. 
Will start January 2006 
713-292-0287 

at ions is m o r e about h o w they 
would fit into a class, whereas the 
administration's goal is to evaluate 
how a professor would teach a class," 
Lloyd said. 

Lloyd does not expect comments 
on the unofficial evaluations to be 
skewed. 

"I still s e e that there will be a 
range [of c o m m e n t s ] , " he said. 
"However, what will g o into these 
evaluations will be more focused on 
what students find important." 

Lloyd also said he does not expect 
the presence of unofficial evaluations 
to alter participation in official evalu-
ations. 

"If there were two systems, [stu-
dents'] reasons for doing either one 
would be different," h e said. "In the 
case [of official evaluations], s tudents 
are doing a service to overall teaching 
and quality of education at Rice. If there 
is an independent system, the impetus 
to do the evaluation will be centered 
more on helping other students. . . . 
They can coexist if necessary." 

But Corcoran said the response 
rate for official evaluations might drop, 
regardless of any unofficial system, 
when the official system goes online 
this spring. 

"Would [an unofficial system] make 
that problem worse?" Corcoran said. "It 
very well could. [ But the response rate ] 
may very well go up online." 

Lloyd said the SAmight initially of fer 
incentives to s tudents for participating 
in the unofficial system. 

IJoyd said h e prefers to set up an 
independent system and not use a 
private vendor. 

"I think ItheSA] has the technologi-
cal capabilities to do it and the ability to 
fund it if necessary," Lloyd said. 

1 Joyd said the system would cost, at 
most, the price of set t ing up a Web site. 
It could be set up for f ree if a student 
is willing to do it, h e said. 

A O N E - D A Y C O U R S E I N H O U S T O N A N D A U S T I N 

PRESENTING DATA A N D I N F O R M A T I O N 

given entirely by EDWARD TUFTE, author of three wonderful 

books on analytical design. Everyone taking the course receives all 

three books as well as Tufte's famous essay on PowerPoint: 

S E C O N D E D I T I O N 

T h e Visual Display 

o f Q u a n t i t a t i v e I n f o r m a t i o n 

EDWARD K TUFTE 

Edward R . Tufte 

E n v i s i o n i n g I n f o r m a t i o n 

V , ¥ y y M | V V | | 

I'V1 'T' 4 - " IT 

E D W A R D R TUFTE 

VISUAL E X P L A N A T I O N S 

o * * 

lY'DINCI AND NAMATiVt 

TOPICS COVERED IN EDWARD TUFTE'S ONE-DAY COURSE INCLUDE: 

• fundamental strategies of information design • use of PowerPoint, video, overheads, handouts 

• evaluating evidence used in presentations • multi-media, internet, and websites 

• statistical data: tables, graphics, semi-graphics • design of information displays in public spaces 

• business, scientific, legal, financial presentations • animation and scientific visualizations 

• effective presentations: on paper and in person • design of computer interfaces and manuals 

THE ONE-DAY COURSE WILL BE OFFERED ON FOUR SEPARATE DATES: 

MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2006 
S h e r a t o n H o u s t o n B r o o k h o l l o w 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 1, 2006 
S h e r a t o n H o u s t o n B r o o k h o l l o w 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2006 
H y a t t Regency Aust in 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2006 
H y a t t Regency Aust in 

For information about Edward Tufte's course,'Presenting Data and Information,' 

or about the books, call 800 822-2454 or visit w w w . e d w a r d t u f t e . c o m 

Graphics Press LLC Post Office Box 430 Cheshire, Connecticut 06410 

Essay by Edward Tufte on how PowerPoint presentation slideware corrupts thought. 
'The Cognitive Style of PowerPoint,' available from Graphics Press, $7. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• SA President James Lloyd, in a presentation about SA goals for the 
spring semester, said finding a way to make online course evaluations 
available to students is his top priority. (See story, page 1.) Lloyd 
said the SA should do whatever it can to either influence the faculty 
to make free-response course evaluations available or provide the 

service itself. 

• Lloyd, a Brown College senior, said he would like the SA to increase 

collaboration with the Graduate Student Association, to hold more 

events for the entire student body and to work on issues such as 

student health insurance. 

Lloyd's goals also include discussing business and economics pro-

grams in the curriculum, arranging lunch and dinner meetings between 

students and administrators and improving alumni relations. 

• Lloyd said the SA has extra money available. He suggested the SA 

consider planning a campus-wide event. He also asked the senate 

about holding a contest to create a new Rice cheer for athletic events, 

for which the winner would receive a prize. 

• The senate discussed other ideas for the semester. SA Internal Vice 

President Ames Grawert suggested the SA work to get the Office of 

Admissions to improve recruitment materials. A student suggested 

advocating that a student speak at commencement. Lloyd also said the 

SA could develop proposals for the 2007-'08 academic calendar. 

• SA Technology Director Mike Holcomb announced that the SA is de-

veloping a new Web site. New Student Representative J.D. Leonard 

said he would like to create a feature for the Web site that would 

combine all textbook trading sites on campus and allow students to 

compare prices of all used textbooks on campus with Amazon.com 

and other online booksellers. 

• Lloyd announced that senior Jake Winter is Hanszen College's new 

senator and that freshman Harriet Dao is Brown's new senator. 

• Lloyd announced that at Monday's SA meeting, the senate will discuss 

the Quality Enhancement Plan for a new civic engagement center in 

the fall. The Feb. 6 meeting will be a forum on student adjudication, 

focusing on the role of University Court. 

The next SA meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 
The Faculty Senate met Wednesday. The following were discussed. 

• Speaker of the Faculty Marj Corcoran said she will work with Lin-
guistics Professor Nancy Niedzielski to resolve outstanding issues 
regarding how final exams will be conducted this semester, since 
self-scheduled exams have been eliminated. 

• Corcoran announced that Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman 
was to discuss curricular review with the full faculty at its meeting, 
which was held Thursday. 

• Political Science Professor Randy Stevenson introduced an amend-
ment to the bylaws calling for the speaker of the faculty to be elected 
every year. Previously, the bylaws called for the deputy speaker to 
become the speakerautomatically. Theamendmentwasunanimously 
approved. 

• Psychology researcher Phil Kortum and Management Professor Randy 
Batsell were nominated to fill two open positions on the Nominations 
and Elections Committee. The committee is chaired by the deputy 
speaker, French Studies Professor Deborah Harter. 

• The senate discussed the proposal by the Committee on Under-
graduate Curriculum to add minors to the curriculum. (See story, 
page 1.) 

The next Faculty Senate meeting will be Feb. 15. 

Come and 'Enjoy 

&MARK£I 
V I L I R c E 

ZONE 

_ • Dine-in Cafe 
• Catering 
•Lunch 

"<*• 10-6 Mon- Sat 

2512 Rice Blvd. @ Kirby 
10%0ff your Meal caiiFor 
With Rice University I.D. ,)etai,s 

w w w . r i c e v i l l a g e . l o g a n f a r m s . c o m 

http://www.edwardtufte.com
http://www.ricevillage.loganfarms.com
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

* FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 3,2006. 

EDITORS' 
p i c k s 

f r i d a y 

? 

1 

PARTY WITH 
KTRUAND 

VIKINGS 

KTRU hosts a lawn 

party for all students in 

the afternoon outside 

Valhalla. Local, critically 

acclaimed honky-tonkers 

Sean Reefer and the 

Resin Valley Boys start 

their set at 4:30 p.m. 

W e d n e s d a y 

SEX, DRUGS AND 
COVER BANDS 

Sid Vicious and Johnny 

Rotten rise again at the 

Meridian downtown. The 

performance features four 

live musician-actors rec-

reating the"Never Mind 

the Bollocks" tour. The gig 

starts at 7 p.m., and 

admission is $10 in ad-

vance or $15 at the door. 

o n g o i n g 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY, 

WOLFIE 

On this day a quarter of a 

millenium ago, Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart was 

born. Ever since, musi-

cians have been stereo-

typed as having question-

able morals. To celebrate 

the child prodigy's 

achievements, DaCamera 

Jazz is kicking off a 

Mozart-heavy season. 

For ticket information, 

visit www.dacarmera.com. 

New World gives life, poetry to Pocahontas story 
Margaret Tung 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A safe assumption in Hollywood is 
that if Disney has already produced 
a movie about a certain historical 
tale, then the story soon becomes 
overkill. So it was pleasantly surpris-
ing that Terrence Malick's The New 
World, based upon the "discovery" 
of Jamestown and the love story of 
Captain John Smith and Pocahontas, 
was not only compelling enough to 
separate itself from the animated 
version but also a brilliant film that 
shines with its stunning cinematog-
raphy, powerful performances and 
overlapping narratives. 

The film begins from the view-
point of the English settlers. John 
Smith {Alexander's Colin Farrell) is 
immediately introduced as more of a 
rebel than a leader. He has a couple 
close brushes with death — one of 
which results in a dramatic rescue 
by Pocahontas (played by newcomer 
Q'Orianka Kilcher) —but somehow 
manages to stay alive and fall in love 
with the free-spirited princess. 

Their courtship is a rather inno-
cent one, as Malick chose to portray 
the lovers' kinship as primarily spiri-
tual. Both share a desire for explora-
tion and a curiosity for other cultures, 
shown by Pocahontas' eagerness to 
learn English and Smith's career as 
a discoverer of new lands. 

As their romance develops, so 
does Pocahontas' voice. She begins 
to question the new feelings she has 
and the meaning of her forbidden 
love. At one point, a battle ensues 
between the two peoples, separating 
the often sweeping — sometimes 
languid — first half of the film 
from the real-time feeling of the 
second half. 

The first half is characterized by 
wide shots of the untouched land 
and revolving camerawork around 
Smith and Pocahontas. From the 
big screen, the film's aesthetic state-
ments translate into an ode to both 
nature and love. Both forces seem to 
affect the pair, as they are as much 
entrenched in each other's eyes as 
they are delighted to be frolicking 
between the grassy stalks. 

H r 

__ 
COURTESY NEW LINE CINEMA 

John Smith (Colin Farrell) embraces Pocahontas (Q'Orianka Kilcher) in The New World. The film reinterprets the classic 
story into a poetic, documentary-like, visually stunning film. 

The plot unfolds with voiceovers 
of Smith and Pocahontas. The Native 
American characters' dialogue is in 
a synthetic language composed of 
aspects of Algonquian from John 
Smith's historical records and in-
terviews with Chesapeake Bay-area 
Algonquian speakers. 

However, by wisely choosing to 
portray the story via action rather 
than dialogue, Malick emphasizes 
the abundance of scenic moments 
and treats the film as a sequence of 
on-camera paintings. 

The second half of the film 
is prompted by Smith's sudden 
decision to leave Pocahontas and 
represents Smith's departure from 
the film's narrative. To the viewer 
and Pocahontas, his death is repre-
sented by a similarly abrupt end to 
his voiceovers. 

Symbolically, the story becomes 
Pocahontas', as she grows older and 

further asserts her own voice. This 
shift in narrative is depicted through 
her new life with husband John Rolfe 
{Batman Begins Christian Bale) and 
revealed in her final voiceovers, in 
which she no longer questions the 
choices she has made. 

The films aesthetic 
statements 
translate into 
an ODE to both 
nature and love. 

Kilcher's Pocahontas is reminis-
cent of Ada from Jane Campion's The 
Piano, in that both women escaped 
the barriers of spoken language by 
making decisions marked by matu-
rity and unwavering resolve. 

In a larger perspective, the shift in 

narration lets the audience see both 
the New and Old worlds through 
foreign eyes. 

Just as viewers are first awed 
by the picturesque Chesapeake 
Bay-area landscape that enthralled 
Smith and the Englishmen, they will 
later marvel as Pocahontas steps 
away from her native United States 
to enter the strange and exciting 
streets of London. From the open 
street markets of hanging poultry 
to the ornate gates of Buckingham 
Palace, everything is once again new 
and exotic. 

The film is not a statement about 
depicting the social reality of the 
times; rather, it is a love story. It is 
a story about the love Malick has 
for re-creating the wonderment of 
nature, the love Pocahontas eventu-
ally begins to understand and the 
love we all have for learning and 
discovery. 

Actors share on-set memories 
Margaret Tung 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Director Terrence Malick's revolu-
tionary take on the story of Pocahontas 
and John Smith, lite New World, opened 
in theaters Jan. 20. 

The Thresher spoke with four actors 
from the film — newcomer Q'Orianka 
Kilcher, who plays Pocahontas, The 
Royal Tenenbaums' Kalani Queypo, 
who plays Parahunt, Iron Will's August 
Schellenberg, who plays Powhatan, and 
The Ixist of the Mohicans' Wes Studi, 
who plays Opechancanough — to take 
a closer look at their experiences on 
the set. 

What was it like working with Malick 
as a director? 

Studi: He is a legend. ... There's a 
certain amount of spontaneity (in his 
creative process] that'savailableforyour 
use. . . . It's almost stage-like. 

Queypo: It's very dangerous, ... 
because it's not a conventional way of 
shooting. I The New World] was kind of 
documentary-style, maybe, or reality-
style. I loved it. 

Can you describe the process behind 
Malick's style? 

Kilcher: Terry would come to me 
... and give us like 
four or five pages of 
dialogue and I say I, 
"You know, just try to 
learn this until later." 
... We'd sit there and 
fry our brains to learn 
it. Then we'd go on 
set to do it and Terry 
would be like, "You 
know, ... Q'Orianka, 
ju s t say th i s one 
line, and don't say 
anything else." 

Studi: You have to be ready for 
whatever, and there is no place safe on 
set. (The camera] just continues to roll, 
[and] I think I heard "cut" perhaps six 
times throughout the entire filming of 
The New World. 

Were you surprised when you saw the 
film and saw how little dialogue made 
it to the screen? 

Schellenberg: After all the angst we 
went through to learn the ancient Algon-
quian language, I was surprised, yes. 

Kilcher: I was so glad because I 
thought, "Oh God, what if I don't learn 
| the Algonquian pronunciations]? 
Then I'm screwed." I think the silence 
conveyed (the story] in a more intimate, 
pure way. 

Would you have done things 
differently if you had known so much 
of the dialogue was going to be cut? 

Queypo: I wouldn't have done any-
thing differently. I'm really happy that 
people get the story and ... ideas and 
feelings without all the dialogue. 

Kilcher: [Filming was] probably the 
funnest time I've ever had in my life. 
Even though I was walking through 
bogs with leeches and running through 
very tall grass and stepping on every 
prickly thing [imaginable], I would do 
it all again. 

How was the on-set chemistry between 
the actors? 

Schel lenberg: One of the first 
scenes I did was with Kalani, Wes and 
Q'Orianka. It was at this point, where 
I was just feeding them lines, [that] 
I looked at these two beautiful young 
people, and I got tears in my eyes. 

Queypo: That [scene] is a moment 
that is etched into my memory that I 
will always hold on to, and I get to see it 

on film. I get to look and say, "That — I 
remember that time." It's a wonderful 
story, and it's just a moment, one mo-
ment. of this epic film. 

Kilcher: Colin ... was really, in a 
sense, like a John Smith: very free 
spirited, and he found beauty and was 
delighted in the simplest things, like 
grasshoppers jumping. Christian Bale 
... was more ... mature, and he was 
more of a fatherly figure. 

Were there any expectations or nerves 
going into this film? 

Queypo: Q'Orianka and I were there 
for a couple of weeks [before filming 
began |, and we were doing training and 
whatnot. And the very first take — the 
very first shot — we were so excited 
and nervous that we took off before 
Terry actually called "action." 

Q'orianka, you had your tirst kiss on 
set, on screen. How was that? 

Kilcher: [Colin and I] knew when 
we were going to do the kissing scene, 
but we weren't exactly sure when it was 
going to happen [in the scene]. So we 
were doing a take and Terry says, "Now, 
Colin, kiss her!"... I had butterflies in 
my stomach a little bit, but it wasn't 
too scary. 

How do you feel about the final, on-
screen product? 

Studi: It's a comment on how-
empires have been torn down and 
built, because of love, infatuation or 
the mixture thereof. 

Queypo: After one of the screenings 
somebody said " that t u r t l e was 
amazing." You know, the turtle that 
runs across me after I'm dead. I 
thought that was so funny. Here I was 
pouring my heart out. and the turtle 
was amazing. 

ALL PHOTOS BY TAYLOR JOHNSON 

From top: Q'Orianka 
Kilcher. Kalani Queypo, 
August Schellenberg 
and Wes Studi. 

http://www.dacarmera.com
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The three figures in David Ellis' Conversation gather at Rice Gallery. The installation features a rhythm-driven soundtrack In 
addition to Its eccentric visual component. 

, Rice Gallery debuts multifacted Conversation 
Marshall Robinson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

David Ellis' latest installation, 
Conversation, presents an enter-
taining combination of eye-catching 
aesthetics and upbeat music in an 
invitingly unpretentious fashion. 
This exhibit transcends traditional 
installation by seamlessly integrating 
sound and motion. 

From the monolithic talking fig-
ures to the multi-colored walls, the 
visuals are captivating, but more im-
portantly, it is the exhibit's ubiquitous 
soundtracks invite visitors to partici-
pate in a unique and overwhelming 
creative experience. 

The noise seems uncharacteristic 
of an often-austere gallery setting, 
and its integration into Conversation 
makes the avant-garde installation 
even stranger and more appealing. 

Every 15 minutes the gallery 
gains a beating pulse, as a 16-piece 
percussion set slowly builds a wall of 
sound. The cacophony of noise has 

an underlying rhythm reminiscent 
of a classic rap anthem, looping and 
building upon itself. Starting with 
just the tapping of loose change, the 
noise snowballs until the walls of 
the gallery spew resonating sounds 
off everything from goatskin snare 
drums to bunches of nutshells. 

'david ellis: 
conversation' 

Rice Gallery 
Rating: • • • • (out of five) 

In the midst of this onomatopoeia-
friendly symphony at the center of the 
gallery sit two grey grouses — Ellis' 
grotesque, fur-clad representations 
of animals from his childhood 
fantasies. One figure, standing ap-
proximately 6 feet tall, wears a set 
of Ellis' tattered painting scrubs 
and yammers high-pitched gib-

berish that reverberates through 
the gallery. 

The second grouse, towering over 
the first in a warrior-like pose and 
almost reaching the gallery ceiling, 
responds to its counterpart's babble 
in similarly unintelligible but lower-
pitched cries. 

The second creature's suit of 
armor, fashioned from loose change 
from different countries, pairs with 
a set of sharp claws to create an in-
timidating visual. Standing stiff and 
stoic with their hands at their sides, 
these figures appear whimsically 
twisted in silence and seem even 
more ridiculou s when they open their 
mouths and speak. 

The pair would make a fine 
stand-alone installation, but Ellis 
fully incorporates the grouses into 
Conversations panoramic landscape 
of sight and sound. Each has a per-
cussion instrument to play over its 
speech — the smaller one emits an 

See CONVERSATION, page 14 

WELCOME BACK TO RICE! 

We hope you had a restful unci relaxing break. Remember, the 
Wellness ("enter has a resource library with books on all kinds 

of health and wellness topics...stop by and cheek it out! 

Because it's a new year, why don't you... 

CGet a massage? Treat yourself to our New Year Special! 

Buy three massages and get a 30 minute "vacation" 

massage FREE! 

^ Stick to your resolutions! Make an appointment with our 

nutritionist and make a healthy eating plan, or get help 

losing weight! Rice students get three app(>intments for 

FREE! 

Try something NEW... 

Acupuncture treatments cost only S15 

Acupuncture can help with stress, soreness, 
asthma and mam digestive disorders. 

T M C P l C C * f . L l N t S S C t N T t * 

To schedule your 
appointment, or receive more 

information call the 
Wellness ("enter 

(713) 348-5194 or email: 
wcllness@rice.edu 

iiomirow \ 

Audience reaction to 
film cause for concern 

After seeing Brokeback Moun-
tain in a total of three states and 
two time zones, we have witnessed 
varying audience reactions with 
varying degrees of open-minded-
ness. We each saw the film for the 
first time in our respective home-
towns, Baltimore and 
Indianapolis, and again 
together in Houston. 

All three viewings 
were in non-mainstream 
theaters, where hipsters 
and intellectuals flock 
to see the newest inde-
pendent film and start 
thoughtdul conversa-
tions about the movie 
over coffee afterward. 

However, the en-
vironment in Houston 
was hardly contem-
plative. The audience 
treated many of the sen-
sitive physical scenes in Brokeback 
as lightly as if they were intended 
to be comedy on par with Fun With 
Dick and Jane. 

Some particularly funny 
scenes for them: The first time 
Ennis Del Mar (The Patriot's 
Heath Ledger) and his lover Jack 
Twist (Jarhead sJakeGyllenhaal) 
have sex — a scene full of repres-
sion and discomfort that probably 
never reached these viewers 
through their giggles—the scene 
when Ennis' wife Alma (But I'm a 
Cheerleader's Michelle Williams) 
catches Ennis and Jack in the act 
and the scene when a ranch hand 
sees the two men making out, 
signifying potential death for both 
of them. Ha. Ha. Ha. 

While this audience found the 
first gay sex scene hilarious, we 
both found it quite painful and 
serious, as did our hometown 
audiences. We were not only 
confused by the reaction here, but 
disheartened and more than a little 
frustrated. 

In this scene and throughout 
the film, Ennis' manic emotions 
often manifest in his interac-
tions with Jack, from kisses to 
fistfights. Both characters know 
their relationship is damned and 
damning if it is not meticulously, 
desperately hidden, and this is 
the real drama of the film. This, 
not the more frequently discussed 
presence of explicit homosexual-
ity, should have been the focus of 
viewers' attention. 

We do not mean to stereotype 
here. Obviously not everyone in 

Annie 
Conderacci 

& Trevor 
Pittinger 

Texas will react so flippantly. After 
all, Rice's own Larry McMurtry 
(MA *60) co-wrote — and won a 
Golden Globe for — Brokeback's 
screenplay. It simply shocked us 
that such a mob-like mass disre-
gard for the film's message and 

art could occur. 
Why, then, did our 

Houston audience find 
so much humor in 
the movie's treatment 
of homosexuality? Al-
though we realize the 
connection may be 
widely unpopular, it 
seems more than co-
incidental that Housto-
nians would laugh at a 
drama depicting homo-
sexuality the same year 
76 percent of voters in 
Harris County favored 
a constitutional amend-

ment banning gay marriage. 

An audience watching a contro-
versial film about a homosexual 
romance is hardly an accurate 
representation of the city or state's 
populous, but the problem is such 
an audience would actually be one 
of the more left-leaning crowds 
in the area. It was puzzling that 
the ostensibly liberal audience 
seemed strangely uncomfortable 
with the idea of a homosexual 
romance. Even as they left the 
theater, people felt the need to 
joke to deal with their unease. 
Some viewers we talked to said 
they would joke the same about a 
heterosexual couple. Even if this 
were entirely true, to equate the 
experience of the differing sexual 
orientations is not only ignorant, 
it is wrong. 

Homophobia by no means 
starts and ends in Texas. Ameri-
cans are so used to seeing gay 
men in a comediccontext—think 
Will and Grace and Queer Eye for 
the Straight Guy — that it might 
have seemed to them that to laugh 
was the appropriate reaction. 
We must ask ourselves: Are we 
ready to accept homosexuality as 
something immediately present in 
our culture rather than as a joke 
or spectacle? The fact that this 
movie is so "controversial" when 
the only controversy is two men in 
love is a testament to the progress 
we have yet to make. 

Annie Conderacci is a Lovett Col-
lege sophomore. Trevor Pittinger is 
a Ijfvett freshman. 

m SPRING 2006 
HOURS: 
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m.-Midnight 
Friday 

8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 

10:00 a.m.-4:00'p.m. 
Sunday 

4:00 p.m.-Midnight 

R I C E C O F F E E H O U S E 
We now proudly brew 

« f l T Z * ( O f f « 
It's 100°o certified 
organic, fair-trade 
coffee. 

And it's really good. 

mailto:wcllness@rice.edu


THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, JANUARY 27,2006 13 

ROCKIN* mi i rhs 

Indie rockers Of Montreal 
thrive in live performance 

COURTESY DREAMWORKS PICTURES 

Nola Rice (Scarlett Johansson) forces Chris Wiiton (Jonathon Rhys-Meyers) to make a life-changing decision in Match Point 

Woody Allen's Match Point serves 
up unpredictable, witty love story 
Tasha Chemplavil 
THRESHER STAFF 

A departure from his trademark 
idiosyncratic comedies, Match Point, 
the latest release from writer/direc-
tor Woody Allen, is an intriguing 
romantic drama. While at times the 
plot digresses non-linearly, viewers 
who stick with the film will enjoy a 
surprising and entertaining story 
about the importance of luck in life 
and love. 

'match point' 

In theaters 
Rating: • • • 1 /2 

(out of five) 

Match Point is the story of a 
former professional tennis player, 
Chris Wilton tAlexanders Jonathan 
Rhys-Meyers), whose new job as 
a tennis pro in London initiates a 
series of events that forever alter his 
life. Through one of his clients, Tom 
{Chasing Liberty's Matthew Goode), 
Chris meets Chloe Hewitt (lively & 
Amazings Emily Mortimer). 

Chris and Chloe develop a 
relationship that speeds toward 
marriage and provides incentive for 
Chloe's father {Troy s Brian Cox), a 
successful business mogul, to offer 
Chris a place in his company. But 
Tom's fiancee, Nola Rice (/« Good 
Company's Scarlett Johansson), has 
caught Chris' eye. Chris and Nola 
engage in a flirtation that quickly 
escalates into a full-blown affair, 
providing both of them an escape 
from their daily stresses. 

Everything's peachy — as much 
as such a scandal can be — until 
Nola asks Chris to leave his wife for 
her. As her pleading becomes more 
insistent, Chris must determine the 
best course of action, or at least the 
one that allows him to retain more 
material pleasures. 

Chris's ultimate decision becomes 
dependent on sheer dumb luck. Al-
len repeatedly teases viewers back 
into their seats with the promise of 
revealing Chris' fortune at the hands 
of fate, one of Match Point's central 
motifs. The movie starts out with a 
quote about luck, there is a dinner 
conversation surrounding the topic, 
the word is constantly and noticeably 
mentioned and the leading actors 
themselves have an incidental, hap-
penstance chemistry. 

Rhys-Meyers and Johansson give 
decidedly different but equally con-
vincing performances. Rhys-Meyers 
is quiet and calculating as the ex-ten-
nis-pro adulterer and Johansson's 
manic persistence as the object of 
his desire provides a contrast to his 
calm, collected facade. 

It is never clear whether Chris 
is motivated by a desire for love 
or for wealth, and the uncertainty 
of his motives is a testament to 
Rhys-Meyers' acting. His stoic face 
provides an air of ambiguity that 
makes viewers want to delve into 
his thought processes. 

Allen provides only the tini-
est number of hints necessary 
to deduce key elements of the 
plot and masterfully constructs 
a thoroughly engaging film. The 
observant viewer will find meaning 
in even the most mundane details, 
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such as the characters' choice of 
music and reading materials. 

Just when such seemingly random 
traits and scenes begin to exasperate 
the audience with their frequency 
and incoherence, their significance 
reveals itself and viewers cannot 
resist becoming utterly engaged in 
a series of unexpected plot twists as 
Chris' situation becomes increas-
ingly desperate. 

Directed by a Hollywood hero 
of lesser genius, Match Point would 
have been confusing and tiresome. 
But in the hands of Woody Allen, it 
thrives as a compelling tale about 
the importance of luck and the 
consequences of not having any. 
Halfway through the film, viewers 
may think they know how it will 
end, but surprises reign supreme 
in this gem of a movie. Woody does 
not disappoint. 

Bryce Gray 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The crowd last Saturday at Num-
bers looked like a catalog of indie-
hipster stereotypes, all standing about 
nervously and feigning indifference as 
they waited for the show to begin. 

Skinny boys wearing slip-on Vans 
and Weezer glasses milled around, 
bumming Marlboros off each other 
and staring at the ground. Artsy girls 
talked in clumps, clutching messen-
ger bags and pausing every once in 
a while to wipe their iron-straight, 
cropped black hair away from their 
eyes. The air hung thick with an-
ticipation and two hours' worth of 
secondhand smoke; the crowd was 
apprehensive and restless. 

Although Of 
Montreal may 
not be ripe for 
commercial radio, 
the band does 
seem PRIMED 
to break into the 
mainstream. 

But when Kevin Barnes, the 
front man of Athens, Ga.-based Of 
Montreal, pranced onto the stage, 
he dissipated the apathetic, tense 
smog with a wave of his hand and 
a wink of a glittery eyelid. Clad 
in a wedding gown — complete 
with veil — and wielding a large 
bottle of cider, Barnes possessed 
an incredibly dominating stage 

character. He quickly stripped out 
of his dress and replaced it with an 
electric guitar — complete this time 
with a butterfly adorning the fret 
board — and the band wasted no 
time in launching into "So Begins Our 
Alabee," a dancy, synth-driven track 
from Of Montreal's latest album, The 
Sunlandic Twins. 

Of Montreal's latest work has 
been increasingly experimental. I.ast 
year's The Sunlandic Twins blends 
classic rock influences with upbeM 
electronica. It may not be a conven-
tional recipe for success, but Barnes 
has an uncanny ability to write catchy 
melodies. His nonsensical lyrics and 
well-crafted riffs propel the band's 
recorded material to the pinnacle 
of indie-rock perfection. Barnes is 
almost solely responsible for defining 
the band's distinctive sound; besides 
writing the lyrics and melodies on The 
Sunlandic Twins, he also played most 
of the instruments himself. 

Although Of Montreal may not be 
ripe for commercial radio, the band 
does seem primed to break into the 
mainstream. Both Sunlandic Twins 
and 2004's Satanic Panic in the Attic 
are filled with poppy, disk-jockey-
friendly hits. The band's disco-in-
fluenced "The Party's Crashing Us" 
was even featured on guilty-pleasure 
television drama The O.C. 

On stage, it was obvious Barnes 
was the star of the show. His energy 
was electric and inescapable as he 
playfully belted his way through 
"Forecast Fascist Future." 

As he sang, "Boredom murders 
the heart of our age while sanguinary 
creeps take the stage," even the most 
jaded members of the audience could 

See MONTREAL page 14 
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Grad student hurls Beowulf saga 
into new instrumental CD release 

CONVERSATION 
From page 12 

Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Clever. If there is one word to 
describe the new CD release by 
Computational and Applied Math-
ematics graduate student Anthony 
Kellems (Hanszen '05), clever would 
have to be it. 

'beowulf: epic of 
the grendels layer' 

Anthony Kellems 
Rating: • • • • (out of five) 

The title alone, Beowulf: Epic of 
the Grendelslayer, screams of that 
almost frustratingly intellectual, witty 
humor so beloved by Rice students 
and alternative — take care not to 
read "emo" here — musicians. And 
in case listeners were about to write 
off the literary reference as merely 
a coincidental one, the title track 
proves otherwise. 

This instrumental, almost lyrical 
metal ballad is divided into nine 
distinct sub-tracks, each narrating 
a portion of the ancient English 
saga th rough progress ive lead 
guitar — courtesy of Jan Kimmel 
(Brown College *05) — synchro-
nized inventively with fascinating, 
suspense-building drum and key-
board layers. 

The epic track would make a fine 
release by itself, and at 13 minutes, 
35 seconds it is longer than some 
recently produced singles. But Be-
owulf continues with 12 more cuts 
that delve into the diverse genres 
of classic-rock guitar and blues, as 

well as the aforementioned lyrical 
metal tracks. 

Beowulf is an almost completely 
instrumental experiment with the 
exception of the last track, "Decade," 
a nostalgic rap laid over a techno 
beat. The lyrics commemorate the 
friendship between Kellems and Ari-
zona State senior William Johnson, 
whose own musical endeavors show 
up as the ninth track of Beowulf. 

On the page, the poetry in the 
track has few similarities with main-
stream rap and indeed seems fairly 
trite. Once the words have a beat, 
though, the song's atypical subject 
matter takes on a fluid melody which, 
when combined with the Penguin 
Cafe Orchestra-esque guitar, cleverly 
compensate for the shortcomings 
in diction. 

[Beowulf\ creates 
powerful, and 
yes, CLEVER, 
imagery for its 
listeners almost 
entirely without 
the aid of the 
spoken word. 

Beowulf s only real misstep is the 
10th track, "Mach 4," which sounds 
distorted and out of sync to the point 
that it is difficult to concentrate on 
any melodic or rhythmic progres-
sion. Perhaps the track simply 
needs cleaning up to realign the 

jarring beats into something less 
offensive, but if so, it will take a 
thorough overhaul. 

Luckily, the ins t rumental do get 
tighter as the track progresses, and 
its sonic assault can be quickly forgot-
ten with the start of the next song. 

Kellems does another number 
with his own piano and Kimmel's 
guitar in the sixth track, "Summer 
Heat Blues." It is hard not to imagine 
the old Peanuts cartoons in which 
Snoopy played Schroeder's piano, 
but this track has an intense, grungy 
undertone. The piece's title also 
evokes the restless, dusty energy of 
Kimmel's melody. It seems Kellems 
has a certain aptitude for clever 
titling, too. 

Overall, Beowulf succeeds in 
doing what too many instrumental 
releases try to do bu< fail: It creates 
powerful, and yes, clever, imagery for 
its listeners almost entirely without 
the aid of the spoken word. 

The more narrative tracks, such 
as the title ballad and the third cut, 
"Rock Blues in G," make for espe-
cially standout experiences, while 
Beowulf s more rhythm-based cuts 
such as Johnson's "Escape" and the 
eerie, haunting "Ghost Castle" wash 
entirely new moods over their listen-
ers with casual ease. 

Beowulf: Epic of the Grendelslayer, 
for all the humor in its title, is a 
serious and successful assembly 
of cleverly arranged, widely varied 
musical experiments. 

Beowulf: Epic of the Grendelslayer is 
an independent, private release. For 
purchase information send an e-mail 
to tkellems@rice.edu. 

occasional sporadic jingle and the 
larger carries on a well-tempered, 
steady racket. 

Their performance is monitored 
by a gigantic, genderless face peering 
at them through the paint on the oil 
drums piled on the back wall of the 
gallery. From the corners of its tightly 
pursed lips comes a multi-colored 
ribbon of painted smoke that flows 
around the gallery's perimeter. Other 
painters' supplies follow these lines 
over the gallery's walls; paint cans 
adorn one side while the other has 
paint buckets. All the objects are 
brightly colored, and many contain 
noisemakers. 

The transcendent face adorning 
the oil barrels produces the domi-
nating noise, thereby contributing 
to the polyphonic cadence. Each 
sidewall has an assigned beat; the 

paint cans on the north wall start 
clanking before the noisemakers 
in the paint buckets begin to rattle. 
But when the oil drums on the rear 
wall finally join to pound out a bass 
line, the dissonance dissipates into 
a well-defined rhythm, and the two 
creatures fall into beat with the rest 
of the symphony. 

The true meaning of the piece is 
disguised behind Ellis' private sense 
of symbolism, but the resulting sight 
and sound is a treat for anyone's 
senses. Much of Ellis' other work 
is focused on the creative process 
and is very short-lived, as he con-
stantly changes a piece or discards 
it all together. But this installation 
is founded in musical and visual 
repetition, falling into an enduring 
cycle of creation and destruction for 
all to experience. 

MONTREAL 
From page 13 

not help but start tapping their Con-
verse sneakers. Barnes seemed to be 
out to prove he was no sanguinary 
creep, and he managed to amplify 
the band's energy for the live stage, 
making sure everyone left the show 
both exhausted and sated. 

Of Montreal is the kind ofband that 
refuses to take itselftoo seriously, and 
their stage show was an u napologetic 
good time. After rocketing through 
a sped-up rendition of "Requiem For 
O. M. M.2," a blend of 1960s rock with 
a new-wave heart, Barnes danced 
without direction while the band 
played a cover of Europe's 1980s hit 
"The Final Countdown" with mock-
serious intensity. 

An hour into the show, the band 
showed no sign of slowing down. 
While the crowd caught its collective 
breath, Barnes told a story over a 
repetitive guitar riff, divulging scraps 

of nonsensical wisdom such as, "You 
know when you're young you do 
crazy, ridiculous, mean things, and 
you don't even think about it? I would 
like to think that I've matured a little 
bit." Barnes' stage presence and 
songwriting have indeed matured 
during Of Montreal's long and prolific 
career—the band appeared polished 
and professional. 

In an unexpected moment of 
sincerity, he confided to the crowd 
that he enjoyed thinking up "esoteric 
song titles" that had nothing to do 
with the songs themselves in order 
to "confuse people." 

Of Montreal might often confuse, 
but on Saturday, their ability to 
entertain was at the forefront. The 
band played a monster set that did 
not hold any punches, ensuring that 
all of the skinny boys and artsy girls 
got their $14 worth. 
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Swimming to face UT in final meet 
before C-USA Championships 

by Brian Mothersole 
THRESHER STAFF 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Freshman Natalie Klrchoff competed in the swim team's meet against SMU Friday. The Owls lost 
135.5-69.5 to the Mustangs and will face No. 10 UT in Austin Feb. 8 In their final meet before the 
C-USA Championships Feb. 22-25 at UH. 

The swim team lost to eighth-ranked 
Southern Methodist University 135.5-69.5 
at the Rice Pool Friday, in a meet that was 
much closer than the score indicated. SMU 
won all 11 events, but Rice swimmers placed 
second or third in all but one and were often 
a second or less behind. 

' The UT meet should be a lot 

like the SMU meet in terms of 

racing one of the top teams in 

the country.' 
— Diane Gu 

Freshman swimmer 

Rice, now 5-4 in dual meets this season, 
will next compete Feb. 8, when the Owls 
will swim at lOth-ranked University ofTexas 
in their final meet of the regular season. 
The Longhorns will be the Owls' last 
test before the Conference USA Champion-
ships, which begin Feb. 22 at the University 
of Houston pool. 

T h e UT meet should be a lot like the 
SMU meet in terms of racing one of the top 
teams in the country," freshman Diane Gu 
said. "We'll have to really focus on performing 
our best so that we can meet our team goal of 
a top-two finish at C-USA. The UT meet will 
help us into a racing mindset as our biggest 

meet of the season approaches." 
The meet against SMU was the final home 

meet for the team's two seniors, Meghan 
Brown and Laura Healey, who were honored 
before the meet began. 

"1 don't think it has hit me yet that I am 
almost done," Healey said. "I was happy with 
my performance at the meet, but 1 am ... sad 
that my competitive career is almost over." 

Sophomore Brittany Massengale broke 
her own school record in the 1,000-yard 
freestyle with a time of 9 minutes, 56.59 
seconds. Massengale's previous mark was 
9:58.72, set last February at the Western 
Ath le t i c C o n f e r e n c e C h a m p i o n s h i p s . 
F r e s h m a n Caitl in W a r n e r and jun io r 
Jenni Whitcomb finished third and fourth in 
the race, respectively. 

Massengale would later go on to finish 
third in the 500 freestyle with a time of4:54.83. 
The quartet of sophomore Amy Halsey, 
junior Andrea Hum, freshman Skylar Craig 
and Healey combined to finish second in the 
200-yard medley relay, less than a second 
behind the SMU squad. 

"It is important to not back down against 
teams like SMU and be confident that some-
day we will beat them," Healey said. 

Despite the loss, Gu said the meet will help 
the team prepare for the C-USA meet. 

"Although it was a little intimidating, swim-
ming against SMU was a great experience 
because we had a chance to race the best team 
of the conference a month before the actuafl 
meet," Gu said. "It definitely strengthened 
our team because we had to step up our ef-
fort in order to compete at their level. We 
didn't let ourselves feel defeated at any point 
during the meet." 

Women's basketball hosts 
UTEP at Autry tonight 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF' 

The women's basketball team 
concluded a difficult road trip 
with losses to the University of 
Tulsa and Southern Methodist 
University. Rice (6-11,2-4 C-USA) 
is currently on a four-game los-
ing streak, but those four losses 
came on the road against four of 
the top five teams in Conference 
USA The Owls, who went 17-1 
in home conference games over 
their last two years in the West-
ern Athletic Conference, hope to 
establish some momentum with 
a four-game home-stand begin-
ning tonight at 7 p.m. against the 
University of Texas-El Paso at 
Autry Court. 

Rice has lost to UTEP (11-7, 
3-3) just once in 14 meetings 
since joining the WAC for the 
1996-'97 season. The Miners sit 
one game ahead of the Owls in the 
conference standings, but Rice's 
main challenge will probably be 
internal. After losing sophomore 
guards Maudess Fulton and Whit-
ney McCauley to season-ending 
injuries in November, junior guard 
Krystal Frazier, Rice's leading 

scorer, tore her Achilles tendon 
Sunday against SMU and will miss 
the remainder of the season. 

"The team took it pretty hard 
when she went down, but we can't 
dwell on it," sophomore guard 
Kadie Riverin said. "We just have 
to pull together and hope that 
people will come off the bench 
and step up." 

With senior Amber Cun-
ningham and Riverin already 
in the starting lineup, the Owls 
only have four guards on the 
bench: seniors Latrice Elder and 
Rosyland Jeffries and freshmen 
Catherine Flores and Tiondra 
Wright. Elder is the only one of 
the four to average more than 10 
minutes per game, but she is a 
pure point guard, so it is unlikely 
she and Riverin would be on the 
floor together for extended peri-
ods of time. 

After Friday's game against 
UTEP, Rice will play Tulane at 
Autry Court Sunday at 1 p.m. 
The game will be the teams' first 
meeting since 1995. 

On Sunday, the Owls suffered 
their third loss in four years at 
SMU. Rice led 20-19 with seven 

See WOMEN, page 17 

Men's tennis sweeps UTS A in opener 
by Dylan Farmer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a hard-fought weekend at 
the Rice/Met Indoors Jan. 20-22, the 
men's tennis team soundly defeated 
the University of Texas-San Antonio 
in its first dual match of the 20()6 
season. 

On Friday, the 35th-ranked Owls 
will be back in action with a pair of 
matches at the Downtown Club at the 
Met. The first, against Prairie View 
A&M, will take place at 1 p.m., and 
the second, against Texas Southern, 
will follow. 

"This weekend is just another tune-
up before the season really kicks off," 
assistant coach Efe Ustundag (Baker 
'99) said. "[The matches] should really 
help us get the lineup and some new 
doubles pairings [prepared!." 

Head coach Ron Smarr said this 
weekend's matches will help ready 
the team for a more difficult Febru-
ary schedule. 

"These matches will give us some 
confidence, and hopefully give every-
one [the chance to play] before we 
face Michigan and Michigan State 
on the road," Smarr said. 

Neither Prairie View nor Texas 
Southern is ranked, but sophomore 
Ralph Knupfer said the team is stay-
ing focused, even after a successful 
weekend. 

"It's always dangerous to play a 
so-called 'bad' team," Knupfer said. 

"Sometimes we don't play seriously, 
and then we lose the match." 

At the Rice/Met Indoors, the 
Owls' opponents included several 
talented teams, including 7th-ranked 
Baylor University, 13th-rankedTexas 
A&M University, 18th-ranked Ohio 
State University, 22nd-ranked Univer-
sity of Texas, 27th-ranked Clemson 
University and 36th-ranked Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi. 

After fourth-seeded senior Robert 
Searle was upset by Ohio State's un-
ranked Steven Moneke in the second 
round of A-flight singles and junior Ben 
Harknett was forced to withdraw from 
play after injuring his back, Knupfer 
emerged as the Owls' weekend stand-
out despite nursing an injured arm. 
He defeated Clemson's sixth-seeded 
Sander Koning, Moneke and Clement 
Reix, also from Clemson, before losing 
in the championship match to Baylor's 
third-seeded Michal Kokta. 

Sophomore Filip Zivojinovic, who 
also lost in the first round, advanced 
to the finals of the A-flight consola-
tion bracket before the final match 
was cancelled because of inclement 
weather. 

"The first day [of the tournament] 
was disappointing at times," Ustundag 
said. "We had a few losses here and 
there that I think could have been 
avoided. However, we definitely played 
better as the weekend went along." 

In the B-flight singles, fourth-seeded 
junior Jason Mok defeated several op-

ponents, including Abilene Christian 
University's Casper Steenkamp and 
UTs Bernhard Deussner, before losing 
7-6, 6-1 in the finals to A&M-Corpus 
Christi's third-seeded Jose Zunine. 
In consolation play, senior Rodrig# 
Gabriel defeated senior Roland Robk 
and Abilene-Christian's Ryan Hudsos 
on his way to the finals. That match, 
like the A-flight consolation final was 
not played. 

Against UTSA Sunday, the 
team won all six of its single# 
matches — doubles was not playei 
— taking most of them easily. At the 
number one spot, 37th-ranked Searle 
rallied from a first-set loss to win his 
match in three sets, and Knupfer won 
at No. 2 in a third-set tiebreaker en 
route to becoming the Conference 
USA Player of the Week. Seniors 
Tony Haerle and Gabriel both fought 
to tough 7-6 first-set victories before 
dispatching their opponents with 
decisive second-set wins. Mok and 
Zivojinovic also won their matches 
in straight sets. 

"They performed better in the 
dual match [than in the tournament]," 
Ustundag said. "And that's what we'd 
like to see this semester." 

Ustundag said the team has rnfl 
yet fulfilled its potential. 

"We still have to improve our con-
ditioning, strategy and mentality," 
Ustundag said. "The improvement 
really will not stop until the end ud 
the year." 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE W E E K IN S P O R T S 
Friday 1 /27 1 p.m. Men's Tennis vs. Prairie View A&M (Downtown Club at the Met) 

TBA Men's Tennis vs. Texas Southern (Downtown Club at the Met) 
Match to immediately follow Rice vs. Prairie View A&M 

7 p.m Women's Basketball vs. UTEP (Autry Court) 

Saturday 1 /28 12 p.m. Baseball Alumni Game (Reckling Park) 
6:05 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. Tulane (Autry Court) 

Sunday 1 /29 1 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. Tulane (Autry Court) 

BY THE NUMBERS 
There will be 

48 
alumni playing in the biennial varsity-alumni baseball game Saturday at Reck-
ling Park. It will be the team's only preseason game before the season opener 
Feb. 4. 
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Women's track finishes second at UH 
by Katy Miller 

THRESHER STAFF 

The women's track team placed 
second in its first scored meet of 
the year, the Leonard Hilton Memo-
rial meet held at the University of 
Houston Friday. The Owls finished 
behind only defending national 
champion University of Texas in the 
field of 13 teams. 

Head coach Jim Bevan said he 
is pleased with the Owls' progress 
so far. 

"We're right on schedule," Be-
van said. "Things are going very 
wel l—we're about 90 to 95 percent 
healthy. There are a few aches and 
pains, and there are a few things 
we have to contend with, but in 

general we're ... headed in the 
right direction." 

The distance runners turned in 
several strong performances. Rice 
swept the top three spots in the mile, 
with sophomore Callie Wells winning 
in 4 minutes, 57.22 seconds, followed 
closely by senior Anna Reeve and 
junior Brandi Armstrong. The Owls 
also took three of the top four spots 
in the 5,000 meters. Junior Kate 
Gorry won with a time of 17:26.79, 
while sophomores Laura Kelley and 
Lea Garcia were third and fourth, 
respectively. 

Normally a spr in ter , senior 
Funmi Jimoh copeted in the five 
events of the pentathlon for the 
first time at the Hilton Memorial. 
Her best showing was a third-place 

finish of 19 feet, 6.25 inches in the 
long jump. 

Senior Nina Mayes ran the 60-
meter dash in 7.49 seconds, placing 
fifth overall. Mayes also took seventh 
place in the 200 with a time of 25.22 
secconds, just 0.14 seconds behind 
sophomore Desarie Walwyn. 

Mayes said she expects the Owls 
to improve after their second meet of 
the season. 

"It was a warm-up meet, and we're 
looking to perform much better," 
Mayes said. "There are a few things 
that we have to do — I personally 
and others as well — but we should 
be OK." 

Rice will run at UH again for its 
next meet, the Houston Invitational, 
Feb. 4. 

Women's tennis sweeps dual matches 
by Adriene Giese 

FOR THE THRESHER 

The women's tennis team swept 
the first two dual matches of its 
season last weekend at Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium, beating Lamar 
University andTexasA&M Univer-
sity-Corpus Christi by respective 
6-0 and 7-0 scores Saturday. 

Head coach Roger White said 
the team could have a historic 
year. 

"The highest ranking women's 
tennis has ever had was 19th in the 
nation, and the team definitely has 
the potential to be in that range 
this year," White said. "I think in 
terms of talent they could be the 
best women's tennis team Rice 
has ever had." 

After playing at 12th-ranked 
University of California-Los An-
geles yesterday, 51st-ranked Rice 

will face 28th-ranked Pepperdine 
University in California today at 
3:30 p.m. Pepperdine defeated Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State University 
in its season opener before beating 
the University of California-Irvine 
Saturday. 

Las t w e e k e n d , t h e Owls 
began the day against Lamar. 
Despite an early doubles loss with 
sophomore Tiffany Lee, senior 
Blair DiSesa led the Owls to five 
straight singles wins with a 6-3, 
6-1 victory over the Cardinals' 
Andrea Martinez. 

In her first career match at the 
second position, sophomore Chris-
tine Dao won handily, 64,6-0. Three 
other Owls—Lee, freshman Alanna 
Rodgersand senior Amy Cao—won 
their matches in uneventful straight 
sets, while sophomore Kimberly 
Patenaude's match was not com-
pleted because of rain. 

"Personally, I felt that for the 
first match there seemed to be 
a lot of rockiness and nervous-
ness," DiSesa said "But I was 
really impressed at how the 
team came out and played really 
well." 

Against A&M-Corpus Christi, 
Rice dominated in both doubles and 
singles — the Islanders won only 
12 total games in 15 sets. 

DiSesa, who is ranked 31st 
nationally, again turned in a solid 
performance to set the tone at the 
top of the lineup, defeating Felippa 
Figueiredo 6-0, 6-1. Dao, Rodgers 
and Lee all won their matches in 
straight sets. 

"I think that we had a very 
strong performance," Rodgers 
said. "Even though the teams were 
not the best in the country, we still 
took care of business and played at 
a high level." 
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Redshirt freshman guard Rodney Foster dribbles in a game against UT Dec. 5. 
Rice piays Tulane tomorrow at Autry Court. The game starts at 6:05 p.m. 

Men's basketball splits road 
games, hosts Tulane tomorrow 

by Chris Pasich 
THRESHER STAFF 

The men's basketball team split its 
two Conference USA games on the 
road last week, losing at Southern 
Methodist University 80-69 in over-
time Sunday before defeating the 
University of Southern Mississippi 
67-61 Wednesday. 

Rice returns to Autry Court this 
week, facing Tulane University Satur-
day. Rice defeated the Green Wave in 
New Orleans Jan. 14, winning 60-57 on 
a buzzer-beater from junior Morris Al-
mond. After theTulane game, the Owls 
will not play again until Feb. 4, when 
they face the University of Memphis 
— currently ranked third nationally. 

Rice's 67-61 win against Southern 
Miss (7-12, 1-3 C-USA) Wednesday 
was only the Owls' (9-9, 3-2 C-USA) 
second victory away from Autry 
Court this season. 

Rice shot 59 percent from the field 
for the game, including a stunning 
8-10 from three-point range. Almond 
led the Owls in scoring with 21 points, 
and junior Lorenzo Williams chipped 
in 15 points, going a perfect 3-3 from 
the three-point line. 

Against SMU (10-7, 2-2 C-USA), 
the Owls lost a seven-point lead 
with less than a minute left to play. 
Rice did not score in the last 1:37 of 
regulation, allowing the Mustangs to 
score seven straight points, including 
a line drive three-pointer with less 
than one second left to tie the game 
and force overtime. 

Rice was outscored 16-5 in the 
extra period, going just 2-14 from 
the field and missing all seven of its 
three-point attempts. The Mustangs 
only hit two field goals but had 16 
free throws, making 12. 

The Owls' upperclassmen led 

the team in the game. Junior Morris 
Almond had another good night of-
fensively, scoring 32 points. Senior 
J.R. Harrison had his best perfor-
mance of late, scoring 20 points, 
and junior Lorenzo Williams had 10 
assists while turning the ball over 
only three times. 

"J.R. especially has been a good 
role model for a lot of us younger 
guys," sophomore Patrick Britton 
said. "He's been [talking] to us the 
entire season. Morris has really 
stepped up lately as far as scoring. 
They have been a pillar for us to lean 
on when we get down in some situ-
ations or just need someone to look 
to for leadership." 

Britton and redshirt freshman 
Matt Hagen have provided the Owls 
with strong minutes on the inside. In 
his second season, Britton has started 
every game, and Hagen started his 
seventh straight game against the 
Golden Eagles. Almond said Hagen's 
primary contributions are not re-
flected in the box score. 

"He's surprised everybody with 
his play," Almond said. "He does the 
little things you need. He doesn't 
score a lot, but he's diving on the floor, 
banging underneath, at 6-foot-9, 245 
[pounds]. That doesn't show up on 
the stat sheet, but you need that." 

Rice has been noticeably better at 
Autry Court than on the road, going 
7-2 at home, but Wilson said he hopes 
the road losses will make the team 
more resilient in the long run. 

"You learn from [road losses] and 
you grow from [them]," Wilson said. 
"It's not something that's painless 
— on the contrary, it's painful,... but 
I think when you go through these 
kinds of things you develop a resolve 
that you're not going to repeat your 
mistakes from the past." 

JuEZZATlinE 
s p o r t s b a r & I O l I I I U « 

F R I D A Y J A N U A R Y 2 7 T H 
SPIN THE SHOT WHEEL FOR SPECIALS • S5 FAJITA NACH0S 

SATURDAY J A N U A R Y 2 8 T H 
GILLIGAN'S ISLAND AFTER DARK PARTY! 

S U N D A Y J A N U A R Y 2 9 T H 
STEAK NITE: $11 NY STRIP, FRIES, & A PINT 

M O N D A Y J A N U A R Y 1QTH 

TUESDAY J A N U A R Y I1ST 
S2.50 U-CALL-IT DRINKS 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 1ST 
EXTREME KARAOKE • $2.50 BIG MEZZ BEERS 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 2ND 
I 5 

2200 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY #150 NOOSTON. TX 77000 
(oo OrooRirtar M w o m McIhmmI a Nwy 50) 

www.mezzanineloMnne.com 

http://www.mezzanineloMnne.com
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Three from men's track 
win at season-opening meet 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The indoor season started on a 
high note for the men ' s track and 
field team. T h r e e athletes won their 
events at the season-opening Leonard 
Hilton Memor ia l , held Friday at 
the University of Houston, as Rice 
f in i shed 5 th a m o n g 13 s c h o o l s 
despite sending only 15 athletes to 
the meet. 

"We had very much a skeleton 
crew, but for the most part things 
went really well," head coach Jon 
Warren (Jones '88) said. "All I want 
to see is good effort , and [that they 
are] doing so intelligently — I think 
they lived up to that." 

T h e Owls f inished with only 52 
points, well beh ind the 135 points 
meet-winning University of Texas 
had, but t h e mee t s e rved as more 
of a w a r m - u p for b i g g e r m e e t s 
later in t h e season . Rice will take 
th is w e e k e n d off f rom competi t ion 
before h e a d i n g back to UH for the 
Hous ton Invitational Feb. 4. Junior 
Pablo Solares , who won the 800 
me te r s with a t ime of 1 minute, 
51.79 seconds , said the Owls will 
approach the i r next mee t the same 
way they did the i r season opener . 

"The next meet we're going to 
have at UH is going to be another 
p repara t ion meet , so we should 
keep training the way we have been 
— because it's working," Solares 
said. 

Rice will send a larger contingent 
of runners to its next m e e t Freshman 
Chuck Franklin will make his debut 
in t h e t r iple j u m p and r e d s h i r t 
sophomore Omar Nava will compete 
in the high jump. T h e team will also 
send more participants in the pole 
vault and distance races. 

"Well have a much larger team, 

and hopefully they'll put in the same 
effort ," Warren said. "If the effort 's 
there, wel l see good performances 
across the board." 

S o p h o m o r e Char les Hampton 
won the 5,000 m e t e r s in 14:57.08 
at the Leonard Hilton Memorial , 
edging out the second-place runner , 
Frank Bwambale of the University 
of New O r l e a n s , by a lmos t 10 
s e c o n d s . T h e s h o w i n g w a s an 
improvement on Hampton ' s victory 
in the s ame race last season, when 
as a f r e s h m a n at UT, h e f inished 
the 5,000 in 15:16.10 to win by five 
seconds . 

"There 's still a lot that can be 
improved upon, bu t it 's good to 
get your feet wet at the start of the 
season," Hampton said. 

Senior David Axel also raced in 
the 5,000 at UH, placing placed third 
behind Hampton and Bwambale. 
Axel said he expected to perform 
well given the small n u m b e r of 
competitors — 19 — in the race. 

"That was a small meet," Axel 
said. "We were hoping to finish one-
two, and [Bwambale] was a random 
variable. [There was] not that much 
competition." 

Senior Bahnsen M iller ran the 400 
in 50.02 seconds, which was good for 
fourth. Sophomore Colby Keithan 
placed 13th out of 41 runners in the 
mile, finishing in 4:30.05. 

In t h e field events , senior Jason 
Powell won the triple j ump easily, 
jumping 49 feet, 9.75 inches to beat 
second-place Elliot O 'Hare of UT 
by m o r e than one-and-a-half feet . 
Junior Devon Fanfair f inished fifth 
in the s a m e event, j umping 47-9.75. 
Senior Luke Stadel placed fifth 
in the shot put, th rowing 52-2.5, 
while s o p h o m o r e Tyle r Whi tham 
cleared 15-1 in the polt vault to 
take ninth. 

SAI .i CT SHAH/THRESHER 

Junior forward Samantha Stovall goes for a loose ball In a game against Texas Tech Nov. 2 1 Rice will play its first home game 
in 19 days tonight when it faces former WAC and current C-USA rival UTEP at Autry Court. The game starts at 7 p.m. 

WOMEN 
From page 15 

minutes remaining in the first half, 
but SMU ended the period with a 
15-1 run to take a 34-21 halftime lead. 
The Owls pulled to within five points 
twice in the last six minutes of the 
game, but both t imes the Mustangs 
responded with a three-pointer on 
their next possession, eventually win-
ning 67-58. Riverin, who led Rice with 
14 points in the game, said the team 
needs to do a better job of preventing 
opponents' runs. 

"We need to communicate more 
as a team and play an entire game of 
basketball," Riverin said. "We can't 
take breaks and have lapses like we 

have been. We've showed that we can 
come back, but then we can't finish 
the game, so we just need to play a 
full 40 minutes." 

Two days before losing to SMU, 
Rice played at Tulsa. Entering the 
game, the Owls had won a tTulsa jus t 
once in the last six years, and the futil-
ity continued Friday. Despite trailing 
by as many as 17 points in the second 
half, Rice closed to within three with 
about three minutes remaining. But 
the Owls went just 1-5 from the field 
in the game's last th ree minutes and 
lost 58-53. 

Last season, Rice began its confer-

ence season with a 2-3 record before 
winning 15 of its next 16 games and 
a share of the regular-season confer-
ence tide. Riverin said she thinks 
the team has the potential to go on 
another late-season run this year. 

"We knew it was going to be a 
tough four games on the road because 
we played some of the top teams in 
our conference," Riverin said. "We 
would have liked to have split [those 
games ], but we showed that we could 
play [against] them. And hopefully 
now wel l start getting some wins, 
because we're h o m e , . . . and get our 
confidence back up." 

PROJECT: 

MORE FOR LESS. 
RESULT: 

All Scions come well equipped with loads of standard features 

S C I O N xA SCION tC ; ' - v ra it SCION xB >ta tina at 

$14,570 $13,270 $16,740 

Standard f e a t u r e s for a l l include 

- > A /C 

- > Power w indows, door locks and m i r ro rs 
- > 5-year, 60,000-mi le Power t ra in wa r ran ty ' 

-> Pioneer CD stereo 

-> iPod* and MP3 capable 

-> Satel l i te radio ready 

-> Ant i - lock brakes 

To find your nearest Scion dealer visit scion.com or call 1-866-70-SCION 
what moves you MCM0H Mt# •*** »fXl ft?tqtn? 

F<MKt«nin| MftriMvwM amp* ft*** rM»N* art Mto»to«nw« Mr «•**«•»•# v* $*•<«» 1WW T « £ U V * i-v j o=* .* •* i 
tft $r*1trttentark of Ton*4fcoOwpw•»<»•> <aU ' $06-''NH 

on r#t aparnapartt *»»r o» tini prom,n«or 
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Thro®-point goals — Rice 4-15 (Williams 0-3, Almond 
4-9, Harrison 0-2, Pflleger 0-1), SMU 7-18 (Pearson a t 
Willlngham 1-2, B. Hopkins 3-11, Roberts 3-4) 

Rebounds — Rice 37 (Brttton 10), SMU 3 9 (Pearson, 

Roberts 7) 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 5 8 >Mli 8 7 
Jan. 22 , 2 0 0 6 — Moody Coliseum, Dallas, Texas 

Assists — Rice 16 (Williams 10), SMU 12 (Wi' ing-

ham 4) 

Attendance — 4 , 1 1 2 

Rice 
SMU 

21 37 — 58 
34 33 — 67 

MEN'S TENNIS 

TEXAS-SAN ANTONIO 0 BICE 6 
Jan. 2 2 , 2 0 0 6 — Downtown Club at the Met, Houston 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

BICE 87 SOUTHERN MISS 6 1 
Jan. 25 , 2 0 0 6 — Reed Green Coliseum 

Mattiesburg. Miss. 

Not played 

Rice 
Southern Miss. 

37 30 — 67 
31 30 — 61 

Rice (9-9, 3-2) 
Harrison 4 -11 0-0 10, Britton 0-2 0 0 0 , Hagen 0-0 

1-2 1, Wil l iams 5-7 2-2 15, Almond 8-13 4-5 2 1 , 

Packevicius 0-0 0 0 0 , Foster 2-2 3 4 9 , Moore 2-3 

frO 4, Kill ings 3-3 1-2 7 

Totals: 2 4 - 4 1 1 1 - 1 5 6 7 

Southern Miss (7-13,14) 
Forte 3-6 4-8 10, Singleton 1-7 0 0 3, Cornwell 3-6 4-5 

11, Hall 0 -1 0 0 0 , Beasley 7-12 2-3 18, Ambres 4-4 

1-2 9 , Lamonte 1-3 1 -1 3 , Craft 3-5 0-2 7 

Totals: 22-44 12 2 1 6 1 

Three-point goals — Rice 8-10 (Harrison 2-4, Will iams 

3-3, Almond 1 1 , Foster 2-2), So. Miss 5-17 (Singleton 

1-5, Cornwell 1-2, Hall 0-1, Beasley 2-4, Lamonte 

0-2, Craft 1-3) 

Rebounds — Rice 1 9 (Almond 5), So. Miss 2 5 

(Forte 8) 

Assists — Rice 17 (Williams 7), So. Miss 14 (Forte, 

Beasley 4) 

Attendance — 3 , 4 7 6 

BICE 89 SMU 80 QT 
Jan. 21 , 2 0 0 6 — Moody Coliseum, Dallas, Texas 

Rice 
SMU 

35 29 5 — 69 
39 25 16 — 80 

Rice (8-9, 2-2) 
Hagen 0 -1 0 0 0 , Will iams 3-10 O l 6 , Almond 11-

2 6 & 6 32 . Harrison 9-17 2-3 20 , Britton 2-7 2-2 6 , 

Packevicius OO 0 0 0, Foster 1-3 0 0 2 , Killings 1-4 

1-2 3 , Pftieger 0-2 0-0 0 

Totals: 27-70 11-14 6 9 

Southern Methodist (9-7, 2-2) 
Morris 1 -41 -2 3, Pearson 2-6 3-3 7, Will ingham 3-6 OO 
7, B. Hopkins 4 1 3 6-9 17, Fall 4 7 4 7 12 . Ofoegbu 
3-3 0 - 1 6 , Killen 1 - 1 OO 2, Roberts 7-8 6-6 22 , R. 
Hopkins OO OO 0 Rackauskas 2 4 OO 4 
Totals: 27-52 19-28 8 0 

1. Robert Searle (RU) d. Anthony Portois (UTSA) 4-6, 

6 - 3 , 6 4 

2. Ralph Knupfer (RU) d. Andre Moreira (UTSA) 6-3, 

4-6, 7-6 

3 . Tony Haerle (RU) d. Rubin Fernandes (UTSA) 

7-6, 6 -1 

4. Filip Zivojinovic (RU) d. Shawn Steward (UTSA) 

6-1, 6-2 

5. Jason Mok (RU) d. Adam Becker (UTSA) 6-2 ,6-2 

6. Rodrigo Gabriel (RU) d. Joe Olfindo (UTSA) 7 - 6 , 6 4 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

TEXAS A&M-CC 0 RICE 7 

Jan. 2 1 , 2 0 0 6 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. DiSesa/Rodgers (RU) d. Figueiredo/lriate (A&M 

CC) 8 0 

2. Egic/Patenaude (RU) d. Abeaboeru/Schmidt (A&M-

C C ) 8 0 

3. Dao/Lee (RU) d. Brahim/Burton (A&M-CC) 8 0 
Singles 
1. Blair DiSes.) (RU) d. Felippa Figueiredo (A&M-CC) 

60,6-1 

2. Christine Dao (RU) d. Carmen Abeaboeru (A&M-CC) 

6-3 ,6 -2 

3. Alanna Rodgers (RU) d. Erika Iriate (A&M-CC) 6 0 , 

6-1 

4. Tiffany Lee (RU) d. Lana Burton (A&M-CC) 6 0 , 6 0 

5. Medeja Egic (RU) d. Amanda Brahim (A&M-CC) 

60,6-1 

6. Emily Braid (RU) d. Lauren Schmidt (A&M-CC) 6-1, 

6-3 

LAMAR Q RICE 6 

Jan. 21, 2 0 0 6 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. A. Mart inez/Shelander (LU) d. DiSesa/Rodgers 

(RU) 8 6 

2. Egic/Patenaude (RU) d. Roberts/P Martinez (LU) 9 8 

3. Dao/Lee (RU) d. Guiterrez/Gibbs (LU) 8-3 

Singles 
1. Blair DiSesa (RU) d. Andrea Martinez (LU) 6 -3 ,6 -1 

2. Christine Dao (RU) d. Tara Shelander (LU) 6 4 , 6 0 

3. Alanna Rodgers (RU) d. Tanya Roberts (LU) 6 -2 ,6 -1 
4. Tiffany Lee (RU) d. Pamela Martinez (LU) 6 0 , 6 - 1 

5. Kimberley Patenaude (RU) v. Mariatonietta Guiterrez 
(LU) 4-6 .2-3 (suspended due to rain) 
6 . Amy Cao (RU) d. Kendall Gibbs (LU) 6 -3 .6 -1 

Rice (6-11, 2-4) 
R i v e r i n 4 9 6 6 1 4 , Neaves 4 -156-814 , Berezhynska 2-3 

OO 4, Frazier 2-7 2-2 7, Cunningham 0-2 OO 0, Flores 

0 -1 OO 0, Stovall 3 - 5 1 - 2 8 , Carter OO OO 0, Elder 0 -1 

OO 0, DuPont OO OO 0, Loggins 4 1 0 2-2 1 1 

Totals: 19-53 17-20 5 8 

Southern Methodist (10-9, 5-2) 
Shead S 8 0 0 1 3 , Gross 5-9 0 0 1 5 . Cobb 3 1 0 OO 7, 

Dodds 5-14 4 9 1 4 , Davis 5 - 8 1 - 1 1 1 , Shepherd 0 - 1 0 0 

0 , Colli 2-5 OO 5, Gates OO OO 0. Barker 0-3 2 4 2 

Totals: 25-58 7-14 6 7 

Three-point goals — Rice 3-12 (Riverin 0-1, Neaves 

0-1, Frazier 1-3, Cunningham 0-1, Flores 0-1, Stovall 

1-2, Loggins 1-3), SMU 10-21 (Shead 3 5, Gross 5-8, 

Cobb 1-3, Davis 0-2, Colli 1-3) 

Rebounds — Rice 3 8 (Neaves 16), SMU 3 2 (Davis 

9) 

Assists — Rice 12 (Frazier 3), SMU 15 (Shead 6) 

Attendance — 2 , 1 8 3 

RICE 53 TULSA 88 
Jan. 2 0 , 2 0 0 6 — Donald W. Reynolds Center 

Tulsa, Okla. 

Rice 
Tulsa 

23 30 — 53 
27 31 — 58 

Rice (6-10, 2-3) 
Neaves 0-3 OO 0, Berezhynska 2 4 1 - 2 5, Riverin 5-7 2-2 

12, Frazier 5-13 4-4 14, Cunningham 0 -1 OO 0, Flores 

0-2 OO 0, Stovall 1 4 OO 3, Carter OO OO 0, Elder OO 

2-2 2 . DuPont 2-2 OO 4, Loggins 5 -11 2-3 13 

Totals: 2 0 4 7 11-13 5 3 

Tulsa (13-4, 4-2) 
Robbins 8-17 1 - 1 18, Jaskowiak 4 9 OO 8, Moody 5-

12 0-0 11, Pongonis 2 4 2-2 7, Mays 3-10 2-3 8 , Idlet 

1-3 OO 2, Dreiling 1-2 2-2 4 , Merriweather 0 -1 OO 0, 

Wagoner 0-2 0-2 0 

Totals: 2 4 6 0 7 1 0 5 8 

Three-point goals — Rice 2-10 (Riverin 0-1, Frazier 

0-3, Cunningham 0-1, Flores 0-1, Stovall 1-3, Loggins 

1-1), Tulsa 3-12 (Robbins 1-2, Moody 1-5, Pongonis 

1-2, Mays 0-2, Merriweather 0-1) 

Rebounds — Rice 2 9 (Neaves 7), Tulsa 3 8 (Rob-

bins 15) 

Assists — Rice 12 (Elder 5), Tulsa 1 6 (Pongonis 7) 

Attendance — 1 , 5 7 9 

These boxscore* brought to you by: 

Frosted animal crackers and smoothies 

2 0 0 6 coed Softball champs to be: The Thresher 

Musically-themed away messages 

Sister Hazel 

But you're gonna have to follow through 

If you beat the Colts, you deserve a Super Bowl 

ERRONEOUS. ERRONEOUS on BOTH counts! 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Old school 
Former Rice shortstop Paul Janish, who is currently in the Clncinatti 
Reds organization, hits in the 2004 alumni baseball game. Janish will be 
among the players participating in the 2006 alumni game tomorrow at 
12 p.m. at Reckling Park. 

Jones jumps out 
to lead in coed flag 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER KDfTORlAL STAFF 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

# A 1 Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

4 ± A ? Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

+±AO * order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 
# R 1 Large 1-topping 

pizza and three 
12-oz Cokes® 

# B 2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

Medium Cheese 
Pizza and 5 Buffalo 

Wings 

#B3 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby C>r. 
H o u r s 11 a m to 2 a m - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
€>2004 D o m i n o ' s Pizza LLC. Not valid with a n y o t h e r offer, al id at par t i c ipat ing 
s tore on ly . Pr ices m a y vary. C u s t o m e r p a y s s a l e s tax . Our dr ivers carry l e s s 
t h a n $ 2 0 . De l ivery area l imited to e n s u r e sa fe del ivery. D e e p D i s h Extra. 

Fresh off of a 31-0 mercy-rule 
shutout of Baker (0-2) Jan. 18, Jones 
(2-0) maintained its winning ways 
Wednesday with a close 15-6 win over 
Hanszen (0-2) to take a commanding 
lead in the Blue Ix*ague standings. 
Wiess (1-0) had a bye this week after 
beating Hanszen 21-6 on Jan. 18. 
Ix)vett (1-0) opened up Blue l eague 
play Wednesday with a 26-0 victory 
over winless Baker. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

Due to rain, all Grey League 
games on Jan. 22 were canceled and 
will be rescheduled for a later date. 

Men's soccer 
P r e m i e r Division play began 

with a bang last Saturday as Will 
Rice and Brown faced off in the 
only close g a m e of the weekend . 
Will Rice took a 1-0 lead early in 
the f irs t half , but Brown c a m e 
back with two unanswered goals 
to take the lead late in the second 
half. In the waning s e c o n d s of the 
second half, Will Rice conver ted a 
penalty kick to knot the score at 
2-2. Over t ime could not break the 
tie, and the g a m e ended 2-2. Wiess 
was the lone winner on the day in 
the P remie r Division, shu t t ing out 
Baker 4-0. Wies s will squa re off 
with Will Rice tomorrow. 

In the Championsh ip Division, 
Jones s teamrol led its way to an 8-2 
victory over Lovett. Sid Richardson 
followed suit with a 4-0 win over 
Hanszen. 

envision grants 
make your v is ion a real i ty 

$200-$2500 
for individual 

student projects 
that involve service, 
leadership, creativity 
and sustainability. 

Now accepting applications: 
Round II Deadline - Feb 9 
Round III Deadline - Mar 9 

janus award 
$2500 summer stipend to explore 

a complex environmental or scientific issue 
from multiple perspectives 

Application Deadline - Feb 9 

The Envision Grant program and Janus Award are 

administered by Leadership Rice Details and 

application information at: www.rice.edu/leadership 

http://www.rice.edu/leadership
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p.m. in Kelley Lounge. If you 
lean blue, this is clearly the 
place to watch the address. 
Fifty bucks says Fox News will 
not be the channel of choice. 

FRIDAY 2 
FRIDAY 2 7 
Just win, baby 

Members of all eight colleges 
and Martel are invited to par-
ticipate in a gigantic capture 
the flag extravaganza. Teams 
will be north "colleges" versus 
south colleges. The fun starts 
in Ray Courtyard at 9 p.m. and 
runs until 11 p.m. There will be 
live music and food, so really, 
even if you lose, you win. 

Really. Big. Screen. 

See the premiere of Roving Mars 
in the Wortham IMAX theatre. 
While Martians aren't guaran-
teed, interesting scenes are prom-
ised. For showtimes and more 
information, go to wwmhmns.org 
or call (713) 6394629. 

Roundball classic 

Why is it basketball got the 
distinction as "roundball?" Last 
I checked, base, bowling and 
incredi balls are all also round. 
At any rate, as mentioned last 
week, the Lady Owls still face 
UTEP at 7 p.m. at Autry Court, 
and I'm still pretending UTEP 
is bringing Chico's Tacos to the 
first 300 fans. 

Morris Almond Is good at 
basketball 

On the other hand, so is the rest 
of the Rice men's team. Join the 
Autry Army in some raucous 
heckling as the Owls take on 
Tulane in a Conference USA 
match-up. The game starts at 
6 p.m. at Autry Court You know 
you have no excuse not to make 
it to a game Saturday evening at 
6. In fact, you can use the game 
to get your blood running for the 
nighfs festivities. 

Glchi glchl, ya ya da da 

Lovett Casino Party 2006, the 
Moulin Rouge: Come to the 
greatest party Rice has ever seen, 
complete with a windmill, a mural 
of gay Paris and a swimming pool 
full of JelK). I may not have told 
the truth about the JelK) pool, but 
how cool would that be? Outland-
ish costumes are encouraged and 
appreciated. Gambling, booze and 
cocktail waitresses — what's not 
to love? The party starts at 10 p.m. 
and runs until 2 a.m. Don't miss 
any of it 

THURSDAY 2 
Didn't I celebrate this In 
Kindergarten? 

The Senior Committee is host-
ing its 100 days party downtown 
at Opus Night Club. The fun 
starts at 10 p.m. and runs until 
2 a.m., and cover is $10. Take 
the METRORail downtown to 
the Preston stop to get there. 
Shuttles run back to Rice. 

Hoop It up 

If you love basketball, or if you 
hate the University of Houston 
or if, as in the perfect world, 
both are the case, come to the 
women's basketball game at 
7 p.m. at cozy Autry Court. 
Games against the Coogs always 
prove to be a great place to go 
with a few friends. Put on your 
navy and gray and come early, 
be loud and stay late. No, I can't 
take credit for that one, but I do 
believe ifs one of the catchier 
cliches around. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 

E-mail: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 

Campus Mall: 
Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed 
on a space available basis. 

TUESDAY 3 1 
SATURDAY 

Beat the old folks 
Itching for baseball season? 
Come watch your 2006 baseball 
team take on your pre-2006 
baseball team in the annual 
alumni game at Reckling Park. 
The game starts at noon. 

Fa, so, la, ti 

At 8 p.m., head to Stude Concert 
Hall to take in a performance by 
your favorite voice majors. Atten-
dance is free — you can't argue 
with that. 

Politikin' 

Join the Rice Young Democrats 
at their State of the Union Ad-
dress watching party at 7:30 

Rotary Club Community Service Scholarship 

To promote and recognize community service by Rice students, the Rotary 
Club of West University offers an annual $2,500 scholarship in the spring of 
each year to a continuing student at Rice University. The scholarship money 
will be remitted directly to the recipient's account at Rice University. The 
student winning the scholarship will have a record of community service 
outside the Rice campus community that embodies the Rotary motto of 
"Service Above Self." First-year students are not eligible to apply. Other 
requirements include a cumulative CPA of 3.2 or higher and at least one full 
year of undergraduate education at Rice remaining. Finalists will be 
interviewed and the recipient will be asked to talk to the Rotary Club about 
his/her service. Jennifer Werdenberg, a senior at Jones College, was the 
recipient of the 2005 scholarship. 

Application information for the 2006 scholarship is currently available on the 
Community Involvement Center's web site at http://www.rice.edu/service. 
Completed applications and a copy of the applicant's transcript are due to the 
Community Involvement Center by 5:00pm on Tuesday, February 28, 2006. 

J W K W e s t U 
*1 { 3HnSx i lie 1 "% i c 

CSC S 

S ri C a r rFa rs 

TUESDAY. JANUARY A 2006 

t ~ R M C , Grand Hall-
rice collegiate job fair 

2PM-5PM 

•summer-
opportunitiesFair 

7PM-9PM 
Who'S TheRe? 

foR More inFo, 
visit 

Mtp://careers.rice.edu 

•h \ r» 

The Summer Jobs Program 

Events <& Workshops 

sHeLl d a l l a , ISO 

Ama2on.com 

^ deloitteConsulting 
WeiLGotshal&Manges Bp EnerGy ibm 

lyondell DraPeR tab ScheringPlough DuPont 
Teach4America Kids EntertainMent Group 

National Instruments Enterprise MORE 

Jan. 24 - Resume 
Workshop (4PM -
Farnsworth Pavilion) 

Jan. 30: Finding A 
Summer Job (4PM -
Miner Lounge) 

Jan. 31 - Summer Jobs 
Fair (7-9PM - Grand 
Hall) 

Feb. 13: Interviewing 
Skills For A Summer 
Job (4PM - Miner 
Lounge) 

Feb. 28: Making The 
Most Of Your Summer 
(4PM - Career 
Services Center) 

Mar. 8: Making 
Connections: 
Developing Networking 
Skills (4PM - Career 
Services Center) 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.rice.edu/service
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Leebron goes on vision quest to find vision statement 
Smokes peyote to see Vision for the Second Century 

President David Leebron originally 
intended to go on a spiritual vision 
quest to find a vision statement for the 
university with help from the world's 
spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama (rhymes 
with gamma). Yes, originally the Lama 
was going to teach Leebron the key to 
nirvana, which the Backpage assumes 
somehow involves increasing enroll-
ment by 30 percent 

However, a higher power inter-
vened and the Lama was diverted. 
Who was the higher power? The 
Backpage does not know, but as-
sumes either Knight Rider or former 
president Malcolm Gillis. 

A year ago, Gillis descended to 
Duke upon a chariot of fire, but now 
he is Risen! The Second Coming of 
Gillis has overcome the campus, 
filling Leebron through his nostrils 
and into his soul. So Leebron had to 
try something else. 

Originally the Lama 
was going to teach 

Leebron the key to nir-
vana, which the 

Backpage assumes 
somehow involves 

increasing enrollment 
by 30 percent. 

Recently, Leebron invited the 
Backpage to see the true Vision for the 
Second Century. To find this vision, 
which sets priorities for the university, 
Leebron spent three days smoking 
peyote and other drugs. What he expe-
rienced over the three days influenced 
his creation of the 10-point Vision for 
the Second Century. 

"At first, I felt the spirits of former 
presidents flow through me, leaving 
behind bits of knowledge," l eeb ron 

said. "I tried to contain it, but couldn't, 
and all the sudden I exploded in a 
h u n d r e d tentacles, which spread 
out everywhere, moving things and 
helping people." 

He then started scrawling out 
his Vision for the Second Century, 
but the Backpage was distracted by 
var ious . . . distractions. 

Anyways. As Leebron cleansed 
his mind of the chattering masses, 
the truth came clear. All question 

marks became periods, and 
all conversa t ions ended . 
T h e r e is only the Vision. 

US 

association. 

"So these stars, are they in the 
galaxy or the solar system?" 

Overheard in ASTR 202 

" . ' • • •* 

* 

SSSffis 

gHgf 

Leebron's vision for Rice 
Behold, the Vision for the Second Century. It is wrought with truth and knowledge, expansion and interaction and infrastructure and a serpent devouring itself and 
spirit guides. What do you see? What is there? Do you know? How will this affect Rice? No alcohol. Does that mean no in the future or no change necessary you 
paranoid bastards who are convinced that Leebron is somehow out to get you? Maybe if you read the fucking paper you'd actually know what's going on. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HOUSING 

R O O M M A T E W A N T E D . NEW 
condo, private bathroom, off-street 
parking, washer/dryer, full kitchen. 
Want a non-smoking, quiet, mature 
student. All utitilties paid! $425 a 
month. Call (281) 386-8379. 

M U S E U M DISTRICT. GRAI) 
students — don't live in the lab. One 
bedroom apartments in small quiet 
building at 4001 Greeley. Hardwood 
floors, lots of closet space, window 
unit air, on site laundry. Bike to Rice. 
$515 with lease and deposit. Andover 
(713) 524-3344. 

WILLY'S PUS 
EST. 1975 

CHANGING 
PEOPLES 
LIFESTYLES.. . 

M0N., 30TH 

Open Mic Night 

T U E S , 31ST 
Hanszen Pub Night 

WED., 1ST 
Trivia Niqht. 

This week: MUbIC 

THURS. 2ND 
CLOSED for 100 Days 

FRI. , 3RD 
Qose at 3 p.m. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. GRAI) students 
-don't live in the lab. I^irge two bedroom, 
two bath aparUnent in small building at 
4200 Mt. Vernon. Central air, hardwood 
floors, assigned garage parking, on site 
laundry. Bike to Rice. $945with lease and 
deposit. Andover (713) 524-3344. 

HELP WANTED 

B A R T E N D E R S WANTED! $250 
per day potential. No experience 
necessary. Training provided. Age 18+ 
OK. (800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

KIDS ENTERTAINMENT GROUP is 
seeking camp directors and counsel-
ors who are motivated education or 
recreation majors, looking to gain 
experience and skills working with 
kids in a creative and diverse program. 
We will be at the Summer Job Fair on 
January31st in the Grand Hall of the Rice 
Memorial Student Center from 7- 9 p.m. 
Apply online at www. kecamps. com or call 
(8(X)) 627-CAMP for more info. 

VISUALLY IMPAIRED PSYCHOL-
OGY resident looking for a driver 
to work one night a week and some 
other occassions when needed. Fa-
miliarity with Houston required. Pay: 
$12/hr. If interested, please contact 
Adam at (832) 822-3713 or by e-mail at 
atschmid@texasrhildrenshospital.org. 

MUSIC T E A C H E R N E E D E D ! 
Montessori School, near Rice Univer-
sity. Also needs Subs and assistants. 
Flexible hours possible. Call Tara at 
(713) 520-0738. 

EARN EXTRA MONEY ON YOUR 
own time. Rice student wanted to 
assis t in writing grant proposal. 
Call (713) 927-5267. 

FEMALE TUTOR N E E D E D for 
homework help and test prep for 
female fourth grader at AOS, once 
or twice a week, conveniently resides 
near Rice. (713) 521-7961. 

LIFE GUARDS AND swim instructors 
needed! Montessori School, Near 
Rice University. Also needs Subs and 
assistants. Flexible hours possible. 
Call Tara at (713) 520-0738. 

LOCAL T E C H N O L O G Y FIRM 
seeking student for part-time work 
updating websites. Knowledge of 
html, ess, adobe photoshop required. 
Please call (713) 432-0654. 

NOW HIRING ALL p o s i t i o n s . 
Gymnastics/cheer coaches, customer 
serv ice , chi ldcare , and b i r thday 
p a r t i e s . P l e a s e call D i scove r 
Gymnastics (713) 680-0045. 

FIND OUT WHY it's more fun in 
the Ra! Energetic, upbeat sushi con-
cept opening early February at High-
land Village. Hiring for managers, 
bartenders, servers, hosts, bussers, 
kitchen, and sushi chefs. Check us out 
and fill out an application at www.rashusi. 
com or send resumes and questions to 
houstonapplications@rastishi.com. 

HIRING A DRIVER/SITTER for 
tweenagers in the West University 
area. M-F 3:30-5:30. Must have own 
t ranspor ta t ion and good driving 
record. $10 per hour plus gas. Call 
Carolyn at (713) 664-4415. 

L I V E - I N / O U T FEMALE h o u s e 
sitter to work in a Christian home, 
non-smoker , f lexible hou r s , up 
to $800 /mo . (713) 647-0501 or 
lmiller@houston.rr.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

PICK UP YOUR YEARBOOK. Hie 
2004-05 Campanile has arrived. If you 
were an undergrad du ring the 2004-'05 
academic year, you've already paid 
for it! Drop by the Campanile office 
or the Clubs office, 2nd lloor, Ix-y 
Student Center. Previous editions are 
also available. 

GOT90 HOURS? Then you can order 
your class ring anytime at the campus 
store. $50 deposit. 8-12 weeks for 
delivery. 

PI AY ADULT RFC SOCCER. Coed 
and women's leagues, Sundays and 
Mondays, mostly West Houston. See 
www.hwsa.org. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are a s follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 

Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:atschmid@texasrhildrenshospital.org
http://www.rashusi
mailto:houstonapplications@rastishi.com
mailto:lmiller@houston.rr.com
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