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Football coach Hatfield 
resigns after 12 years 

by Matt McCabe and Amber Obermeyer 
THKKSHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

Head Football Coach Ken Hatfield resigned 
after 12 years at Rice, announcing his decision at 
a press conference Wednesday afternoon. The 
football team had a 1-10 record this year and 
lost its last six games in 2004. Hatfield's future 
m Rl ' b e "*"• ntral noint of debate among 
the team's lai. ' 1 ** 4f"Hd said 
he hopes his resignation »..u un. 
team's supporters. 

"More than anything, what is needed is the 
vigor of all the fans and the people who have 
followed Rice," Hatfield said. "Right now is the 
time for everybody who ever claimed to be a 
Rice football fan to back up what you say" 

Hatfield had multiple years remaining on 
his contract, which paid him about $550,000 
in fiscal year 2002-'03, the most recent year 
for which data are available; Athletic Director 
Bobby May (Will Rice '65) declined to com-
ment on tbe contractual terms of Hatfield's 

severance. 
May said he maintained a good relationship 

with Hatfield throughout the discussions about 
his future. 

"The decision Ken [announced] is his own," 
May said. "It is totally unselfish and what he felt 
was in the best interest of the program. Discus-
sion surrounding his decision was amicable 
and never adversarial." 

Board of Trustees Chair Jim Crownover 
' lanszen '65) said he hopes Hatfield's depar-

e will invigorate the football program. 
"I know from business, in many cases, 

you're really sorry to see someone go, but 
you've got a chance for a new leader and new 
ideas and new energy," Crownover said. "I'm 
hopeful that we'll see that here." 

May said the search for a new coach will be-
gin immediately and will proceed as quickly as 
possible. Some candidates had already inquired 
about the job by Wednesday, May said. 

Hatfield informed the team of his decision 
See HATFIELD, page 8 

TIAN YANG/THRESHER 

Dancing the night away 
t jvett College senior Amy "Jgoletti dances a traditional Indian folk dance during Dhamaka. the 
South Asian Society's annual to" show, held Nov. 17 and 19 in the Rice Memorial Center. 

Faculty Senate to consider 
final exam changes for spring 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDrPORIAl. STAFF 

A proposal to eliminate self-scheduled 
final examinations beginning next semes-
ter will be considered by Faculty Senate at 
its Dec. 7 meeting. The proposal also calls 
for the addition of a 7-10 p.m. examination 
period each day. 

In addition, the proposal sets times, 
based on classes' meeting times, at which 
professors can either schedule a final exam 
or set as the earliest due date for take-home 
exams. The proposal stipulates that students 
should not be required to take more than two 
exams in a 24-hour period and thus would be 
able to reschedule additional exams. Exam 
schedules would be announced before the 
start of classes each semester. 

Speaker of the Faculty Marj Corcoran, a 
physics and astronomy professor, said the 
senate will vote to approve or disapprove the 
proposal at its meeting. The senate's recom-
mendation will then be sent to President 
David I^eebron, who will decide whether 
to implement the changes. Provost Eugene 
Levy said. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman 
said he is optimistic the proposal will be 
passed by the senate and implemented next 
semester. Forman said he has generally re-
ceived positive responses about the proposal 
from those who have seen it. 

This is the sixth version of the proposal, 
which has been formally discussed by 
the Teaching Committee, the Enrollment 
Office and the Registrar's Office since 
March 2004. Forman said fur ther revi-
sions could be made if the senate finds 
flaws with the proposal. Forman said he 
is glad a decision about the proposal will 
be made about the proposal. 

"At some point, we need to decide as a 
university what our view is about the exams 
and take a stand, because too many commit-
tees have taken up too much time talking 
about it, and now we have to get on to other 
issues," Forman said. 

At its Nov. 21 meeting, the Student As-
sociation voted 25-2 against the proposal in 
a straw poll. 

SA President James Lloyd said he and 
other students are concerned that the pro-
|x >sal makes toe> many changes at once. I Joyd, 
a Brown College senior, said he would like to 

MAJOR POINTS IN THE 
PROPOSAL 
• Eliminate self-schedule exams. 

• Assign all courses a scheduled 
exam time at which faculty can 
require students to take an exam. 
Faculty can also require take-
home exams be due anytime 
during or after this exam slot. 

• Add a 7-10 p.m. exam time. 

• Assign exam times for all classes 
before the semester begins. 

• Allow students to reschedule an 
exam if they have more than two 
in 24 hours. 

be able to send a final proposal to students via 
e-mail, collect student comments and send 
them to the senate, Ijevy and Forman. 

"I would rather not have an academic 
decision of this magnitude driven by logisti-
cal concerns [about the Registrar's Office]," 
Lloyd said. "I would rather work those out 
without such a far-reaching proposal, and I 
do believe that is possible." 

Teaching Committee Chair Michael Gus-
tin, a biology professor, said Corcoran asked 
for comments from committee members. 
Gustin said he compiled the comments and 
relayed them to Corcoran. but the committee 
did not make a collective decision. 

Gustin said committee members' overall 
responses were favorable, although mem-
bers did have concerns about some aspects 
of the proposal, such as how many faculty 
members would give scheduled exams, 
how courses with multiple sections would 
schedule exams and how the schedule would 
be modified for graduating seniors. 

Gustin said he generally likes the changes 
the proposal would implement. 

Corcoran said she also generally likes 
the proposal but hopes some aspects of it 
will be clarified. Corcoran said the issues 
that need to be addressed include those 
raised by the Teaching Committee and the 

See EXAMS, page 5 

Khan named 2006 Rhodes Scholar 
One of 32 selected nationwide, will study attitudes on Muslim veiling 

by Anne Hierholzer 
THRESHER STAFF 

Noorain Khan, a Martel College 
senior, has been named one of 32 
Rhodes Scholarship recipients in 
the United States for 2006. Universi-
ties across the country nominated 
applicants for this year's award, 
which covers tuition at Oxford Uni-
versity for two years, with possible 
extensions to a third year. Khan 
will seek a master of philosophy 
in migration studies. 

Khan will study the attitudes of 
Pakistani immigrants in London to-
ward the veiling of Muslim women. 

"It will be wonderful to do re-
search in England, since Europe has 
a lot of hot-button issues pertaining 
to immigration," Khan said. "It will 
be like studying my topic from the 
inside, so to speak." 

Khan's interest in the subject 
began prior to college when she 
worked in the Muslim community, 
for which the Girl Scouts of America 
named her a "Young Woman of Dis-
tinction." Khan said her interest in 
the Muslim community persisted at 
Rice, where she has taken classes 
relating to Islam. 

Khan — a women and gender 
studies, religious studies and political 
science triple major — is working on 
her senior thesis, which discusses the 
ethnography of Houston-area Muslim 
women who choose to wear a veil for 
religious reasons. 

"Muslim women veil for more 
r easons than people genera l ly 
assume," Khan said. "For many 
American Muslim women, it is more 
about assertion of identity than 
about religion, and for the purposes 
of my research, it's important to 
examine how external views of 
Muslims in society shape individu-
als' outward manifestations of faith, 
like veiling. While conducting my 
fieldwork in Pakistan. I found that 
veiling was often times a very class-
based phenomenon." 

As a Mellon Mays Undergradu-
ate Fellow, Khan has done fieldwork 
in Karachi, Pakistan, comparing 
the a t t i tudes of women t h e r e 
toward veiling to the attitudes of 
women who have emigrated. She 
has interned with the U.S. Senate, 
the Middle East Institute and Am-
nesty International. Khan is also 
the chair of the Baker Institute 
Student Forum. 

INSIDE 

Martel College senior Noorain Khan, a 
Rhodes Scholar. 

Religious Studies Professor David 
Cook, one of Khan's faculty advisers, 
said Khan's award was deserved. 

"Noorain is extremely passionate 
about what she does," Cook said. "She 
studies her topic very thoroughly and 
really puts her heart into it. She is a 
true advocate." 

Khan said she plans to attend law 
school after Oxford and is consider-
ing focusing on immigration law. 

Set RHODES, pane I 

Call to Conversation 
T h e Board of T r u s t e e s 

will discuss President David 
I.eebron's final Call to Conversa-
tion proposal at its meeting Dec. 
14-15. Check our Web site at 
http://u'ww.ricethresher.org for 
any updates. 

Ijist issue of semester 
This is the last issue of the 

Thresher for the semester. Our 
next issue will come out Jan. 20. 
Good luck on finals! 

La Posada 
HACERwill host its annual cul-

tural show, I a Posada, Saturday in 
theRMC.Ticketsare$4forthe Rice 
students, faculty and staff and $6 
for others. A procession will begin 
from Brown College at (> p.m. Din-
ner will be served at 6 p.m., and the 
show will start at 7:30 p.m. 

Chill out 
The Leebron/Forman study-

break will be held Sunday from 
9-1 1 p.m. in the RMC. 

OPINION Page 3 
Embrace Rice dating scene 

A&E Page 11 
Battle of the Rands recap 

SPORTS Page 14 
Men's basketball to play No. 2 UT 

Quote of the Week 

"If the college system is a problem, 
then we should be living on campus 
trying to fix it. But it's hard when you 
don't feel welcome." 
— Lovett College junior Kenitra Brown, 
on black student life at Rice. See 
story, page 9. 

Scoreboard 

Football 
Rice 28, Central Florida 31 
Houston 35. Rice 18 
Volleyball 
Louisville 3, Rice 0 
Notre Dame 3. Rice 0 
Women's Basketball 
Rice 62, Washington 68 
Men's Basketball 
Rice 67, Prairie View A&M 58 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
A few showers 66 74 degrees 
Saturday 
Cloudy, 63 83 degrees 
Sunday 
Thunderstorms. 42 71 degrees 
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Exam proposal should 
be more student-friendly 

We have been calling for the death of self-scheduled exams for 
years. (See story, page 1.) We have said they are a burden to the 
Registrar's Office, a burden to the Student Association and inconsis-
tent with the Honor Code. Now the Faculty Senate has a proposal to 
do away with self-scheduled exams. We like the main thrust of the 
proposal, as well as the addition of a 7 p.m. finals period, the earlier 
determination of exam times and the fact that the new system would 
probably encourage professors to move exams rjid final projects 
out of the last week of classes and into finals period. 

However, parts of the current proposal are unacceptable and 
need to change. Attendees at the Nov. 21 Student Association 
meeting voiced their disapproval of the proposal in a 25-2 straw 
poll vote, and we share some of the concerns raised at that meet-
ing. The problems with the proposal are significant, but they can 
be fixed by the alterations we suggest. 

The main problem with the current proposal is the elimina-
tion of the rule that only classes with more than 50 students can 
have scheduled exams. Without this rule, students could have 
to take many more scheduled exams, which would hamper their 
preparation for their finals. 

We think the best way to keep those floodgates mostly shut 
is to give students the option of taking their exams earlier than 
their scheduled dates. Every exam should be a take-home due 
on a date set by the Registrar's Office. But if a professor thinks 
students could benefit from being able to ask questions during the 
test — as Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman has suggested 
as a reason for having for scheduled exams — the professor 
could also offer a scheduled exam on the designated due date, 
so students could use that option if they desired. 

So a student with an exam on Thursday at 2 p.m. could pick up 
the exam from his professor on the last day of classes and either 
take the exam as a take-home anytime between the last day of 
classes and Thursday at 1:59, or show up at 2 for the scheduled 
option. We understand, of course, that some exams must be 
scheduled and cannot be take-home — those requiring audio or 
visual equipment, for example. 

If this policy cannot be implemented, the Faculty Senate should take 
another measure to ensure students will not have too many scheduled 
exams in a short time period. This could be done by keeping the 
50-student minimum and increasing from 24 hours to 27 hours the 
period in which students cannot have more than 2 exams. 

This alternative solution would not give students as much 
flexibility as our first, preferred idea, but would still prevent 
students from having exams at, say, 9 a.m. Wednesday, 2 p.m. 
Wednesday and 9 a.m. Thursday. Such unreasonable demands 
on students are going to be made quite frequently if the current 
proposal passes unchanged. 

If all exams are not made take-home, the proposal would also 
need other alterations. First, the Faculty Senate should make 
9 a.m. the overflow exam period and 2 and 7 p.m. the standard 
periods — students would prefer this set-up to having standard 
exams at 9 and 2 and overflow exams at 7. 

Second, the current proposal tends to assign common class 
times — 10 a.m. Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:50 a.m. Tues-
day/Thursday — to close-together finals periods. The finals 
schedule should instead alternate between common class times 
and uncommon class times, such as 3 p.m. Monday/Wednesday/ 
Friday and 7 p.m. Thursday. Again, this would keep students from 
having too many exams in short periods of time. And common 
class times should not be scheduled early in the finals period; if 
students are going to have exams in clumps, they would rather 
have later clumps than earlier ones. 

Finally, the proposal should specify that the schedule for gradu-
ating seniors needs to be the same as it is now — all of their work 
should be due one week after the last day of classes. 

Once these changes have been made, the Faculty Senate will 
have a good proposal, the passage of which we will applaud. 

Enjoy the break 
We are off to study for our finals and do all the other work we 

tossed during the semester in favor of producing one of these news-
papers every week. 

Whatever you have been putting off, we hope it doesn't take 
you too long to finish. And we hope you have a relaxing, safe and 
Thresher-free winter break. (We know it will be Thresher-tree, but 
you're on your own for the other two.) We will be back on January 
20,2006, with plenty of articles we have written and schoolwork we 
have blown off. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

How Not to Study at 
Go to your college's 
Coffeehouse Night: 

Recommended for good fun! 

Check your e-mail incessantly: 
Not encouraged, but you're 

going to do it anyway. 

Work for the Thresher. 

NO NO NO 
GET OUT NOW! 

The cartoon is OK, 
but it needs more 

velociraptors. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Columnist neglects 
same-sex marriage 
To the editor: 

Based on experience, I agree 
with much of what Miriam Howland 
said about sex — namely, tha» it is 
a "wonderful" and "highly pleasur-
able experience" that can be (and 
for me is) the "physical expression 
of a deep emotional bond between 
two people" and "the ultimate ex-
pression of love and commitment" 
("Sex amazing, but should be saved 
for marriage," Nov. 18). 

However, in light of the recent 
passage of Proposition 2, which 
amends the Texas constitution to 
deprive homosexuals of the civil 
right to marry, Howland's letter 
extolling marriage as the only 
proper context for sex implicitly de-
means the loving and monogamous 
sexual relationship I have with my 
life partner, as well as the sexual 
relationships of all other gay and 
lesbian couples. 

I do not know if this was her 
intention. If it was, she should 
be more forthcoming and should 
address the implications of her 
statements. If it was not, then I hope 
that she, who seems to understand 
that sex is about more than pro-
creation, will join the gay, lesbian, 

bisexual and transgendered com-
munity as it fights for equality. 

Mary Zimmer 
Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools reaccredidation 
project manager 

PhD '04 

Gay couples should 
be able to enjoy sex 
To the editor: 

In her guest column, Miriam 
Howland extolled the value of sex as 
"wonderful," "the closest form of inti-
macy," "inherently good" and "highly 
pleasurable," but wished to limit this 
splendid experience to marriage. 

What may sexual minorities do 
under such circumstances, seeing 
as how mean-spirited Texans, in an 
incredible display of bigotry, have 
just refused yet again to allow them to 
marry? Are gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and the transgendered to be denied 
access to this "loving, selfless and mu-
tually edifying experience?" Do these 
human beings deserve no chance to 
love and to know "the most beautiful 
sexual experience possible?" 

Sue Null 
School of Continuing Studies 

language consultant 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Letters to the editor should 
be sent to the Thresherbye-mai\ 
to thresher@rice.edu. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$125 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified advertisements. Ad-
vertisements must be received 
by 5 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to a Friday publication date. 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at (713)348-3967 or 
thresher-ads@rice. edu for more 
information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Guest column 

My three wishes for the Bush administration 
A s w e close out 2005 with finals 
and a long winter break, it is worth 
looking back on a year that ha s 
shown how t rue the phrase "what a 
d i f ference a year makes" 
really is. T h e Astros won 
the pennant, the Catholic 
Church has a new pope, 
we finally found out who 
"Deep T h r o a t " is and, 
mos t impor t an t of all, 
Brad and Jen broke up. 

Perhaps the starkest 
d i f f e r e n c e , t h o u g h , is 
the changing landscape 
of American politics. Last 
year, President George 
W. Bush claimed to have 
political capital and a mandate after 
defeating Senator John Kerry. His 
Republican party had fortified its 
hold on Congress, gaining seats in 
both houses while knocking off the 
Democrats ' leader in the Senate, Tom 
Daschle. Indeed, the 2004 election 
was ostensibly an affirmation of either 
conservative policies or the lack of 
alternatives to them. 

And then came 2005. A worsening 
situation in Iraq, the government 's 
handling of Hurricane Katrina and 
the indictment of "Scooter" Libby 
brought Bush's approval ratings to 
Nixonian lows. 

But with t h r e e y e a r s of h i s 
presidency remaining, Bush's second 
term can still be salvaged, and with it 
his legacy. In order to do so, he must 
pursue something in the spirit of the 
following blueprint or something 
similar to it. 

First , he should replace Vice 
President Dick Cheney with Sec-
re tary of State Condoleezza Rice. 
When then-candidate Bush chose 
Cheney to be his running mate, he 
knew Cheney would provide valu-

Billy 
Freeland 

able foreign policy wisdom and could 
help navigate Washington's rocky 
political waters. In that regard, the 
Cheney vice presidency has been a 

success. But Cheney has 
also been a symbol of scan-
dal in the White House. He 
has become an albatross 
dragging down the Bush 
administration. 

Bush should ask the vice 
president to resign and then 
promptly seek to replace 
him with Rice. A recent Wall 
Street Journal poll shows 
Rice enjoys the approval 
of a majority of Americans 
and the trust of President 

Bush — a rare combination these 
days. Fur thermore , the appeal of 
the first female and minority vice 
president might resonate positively 
with Americans. 

T h e m o v e would s h o w c a s e 
Bush as a man willing to pain-
fully confront the p rob lems facing 
his pres idency and admit major 
c h a n g e s are necessary . He must 
find a way to do this without agi-
tat ing his conservat ive base, while 
appealing to modera tes and left ists 
who are eage r to see a shake-up in 
the pres ident ' s inner circle. 

Second, Bush should fire Karl 
Rove. Dubbed "Bush 's brain," Rove 
has unquest ionably been a crucial 
ally and friend to Bush. But, like 
Cheney, Rove's public image has 
been tainted by the CIA leak inves-
tigation. And al though he was the 
archi tect of Bush ' s re-election, the 
"boy genius" may be burned out, 
as evidenced by the Harriet Miers 
nomination fiasco and p lummet ing 
approval ratings. 

The Bush administration cannot 
have a f resh s tar t if Rove is still on 

the payroll. While the right-wing 
const i tuency might be displeased 
by his firing, at th is point in Bush ' s 
presidency, it is more important for 
Bush to secu re h is legacy than to 
sho re up his base. 

T h i r d and mos t important ly , 
Bush s h o u l d c h a n g e d i rec t ion 
in Iraq. T h e public c a r e s most 
about cha r t ing a new course for 
our foreign policy and will vote 
accordingly in the 2006 elections. 
With suppor t for the war eroding, 
Bush mus t begin speaking monthly 
with the American people, detail-
ing p r o g r e s s and se tbacks in Iraq. 
He should also reach out to the 
Democra t s to c rea te a viable exit 
s t ra tegy that does not include risky 
t ime tab les for t roop withdrawal 
but which does include substantial 
t roop reduct ion by 2006. 

In short , he must make Congress 
more involved in Iraq policy. Perhaps 
a positive step would be to reach out 
to Senator Joe Biden, a Democrat 
who supported the war and who 
be l i eves i m m e d i a t e wi thdrawal 
would be a mistake. By joining forces 
with Biden, Bush could temporarily 
regain Democratic support for the 
war, whi<-h will be critical given this 
month's Iraqi elections. 

For the next three years, President 
Bush must focus on improving his 
legacy, instead of appeasing his base. 
There are risks to this approach, but 
it is far more risky to continue on a 
path where mistakes are ignored and 
repeated. If the president changes 
course in time for the 2006 midterm 
elections, perhaps a year from now 
we will all again be saying, "What a 
difference a year makes." 

Billy Freeland is a Livett College 
freshman. 

Rice Voices 

i Black Friday frenzy replaces freedom fight 
O n T h a n k s g i v i n g n ight , re-
f reshed from a tryptophan-induced 
nap, I ventured out into the Min-
nesota cold to take in a late-night 
film with a friend. After 
the movie, we drove by 
a recent ly opened Best 
Buy. 'Hie parking lots of 
retail megas tores are typi-
cally dark and deser ted at 
midnight, especially dur-
ing the bitter Minnesota 
winters. But this time I 
was shocked to see a line 
of peop le , h u d d l e d up 
in their warmest winter 
o u t e r w e a r b e n e a t h t h e 
bright yellow glow of the 
Best Buy sign. They looked like a 
crowd of middle-aged hooligans out 
way past their bedtimes. 

I glanced at my watch; it was 11:58 
p.m. They actually were out past their 
bedtimes, his t time I checked, Black 
Friday — the infamously busy shop-
ping day after Thanksgiving — did 
not officially begin for at least another 
five hours. 1 shook my head in dis-
belief. A $2 laptop couldn't lure me 
anywhere close to a store on Black 
Friday, much less five hours before 
the crack of dawn. 

On Friday, 1 eventually woke up 
and switched on the day's headline 
news. There was no mention of Bush, 
Cheney or even Iraq. Instead, CNN 
rolled footage of a store manager 
frantically shouting, "Civilized! Civi-
lized!" as he attempted to regulate a 
door-busting stampede of custom-
ers at what looked like everybody's 
favorite store, Wal-Mart. 

It tu rns out sales on Black Friday 
totaled approximately $8 billion in 
the United States, which is about 
equal to Kyrgyzstan's annual gross 
domes t i c product . T h e National 
Retail Federation estimated 130 mil-
lion people nationwide shopped over 
Thanksgiving weekend, hunting for 
the latest bargains in electronics, 
clothing and books. 

I just don't unders t and the rush . 
T h e bus ies t shopping day of the 
year used to be the last Saturday 

Jo 
Kent 

But 

be fo re Chr i s tmas . Tha t actually 
makes some sense . It s e e m s point-
l ess to fight t h e T h a n k s g i v i n g 
t ryp tophan only to face end less 

c rowds and relentlessly 
agg re s s ive s h o p p e r s . I 
t h o u g h t s h o p p i n g was 
supposed to be a s t ress 
r e l i e v e r , no t a s t r e s s 
inducer. 

Partially it's the econ-
omy, s t u p i d . T e n s of 
thousands of people are 
willing to camp out all 
night and fall over each 
o ther in a s t ampede to 
score some digital gizmo 
for half price. 

think there is an additional 
weird dimension to this masochistic 
practice. It's also about sensational-
ism and joining the spectacle. Based 
on the articles and interviews aired 
from retail centers on Black Friday, 
the people in line are in love with the 
attention and the excitement. They 
want to be part of the all-American 
consumer-driven extravaganza. At 
least the Saturday before Christmas 
is busy for a reason, given the mad 
rush to purchase those forgotten 
presents . But Black Friday is all 
hype. 

T h e p e o p l e i n t e r v i e w e d re-
minded me of why so many people 
crowd into T imes Square on New 
Year's Eve or why Star Wars fans 
d res s up to attend movie openings 
a week in advance. The frenzy itself 
mat ters as much as the actual event. 
And the more who join the show, the 
bet ter it will be. 

Judging from Black Fridays and 
other consumer-driven spectacles 
in recent memory, consumer fanati-
cism might just be America's new 
form of demonstration. Despite an 
unpopular war and the fact that our 
civil l iberties are at stake, American 
citizens seem to be less present in 
the process of democracy and more 
active in propelling product-based 
m a r k e t s . T h e e n e r g y and t ime 
once invested in political activism 
in the U.S. has been displaced by 

a g rowing propens i ty to satisfy 
personal consumer desires quickly 
and completely. 

T h e r e is nothing wrong with 
this trend, but it should not go un-
noticed. If insatiable consumerism 
and consumer-driven spectacles are 
the new American populism, Ameri-
cans should ask if their priorities 
are best for the United States and if 
our behavior is conducive to long-
term economic and political health. 
T h e s e are integral questions as our 
economy rapidly globalizes and our 
political ideology shifts. 

But I'm probably the wrong per-
son to ask. I was fast asleep for most 
of Black Friday. 

Jo Kent is a Baker College senior. 

Sex, books and carbohydrates 

Students should enjoy Rice 
dating scene, or lack thereof 
Welcome to Rice, w h e r e a 
weekend is an e x c u s e to ge t 
trashed and where you can m e s s 
around without messing up your 
GPA. Youll dance three 
songs with a guy before 
he a s k s your n a m e , 
say three words to a 
guy before he has his 
hand on your ass and 
have three drinks with 
a guy before walking 
all the way back to your 
own room sounds like a 
bad idea. This state of 
affairs may not be per-
fect, but it gives us the 
opportunity to explore 
our sexuality. 

Arianne 
Urus 

So dance and be 

danced with. 

Hit and get hit upon. 

Enjoy discovering 

your sexuality 

as you navigate 

your independence. 

Before coming to Rice, I had 
always heard that there are two 
extremes here: the married couple 
and the random hook-up. I had 
been told repeatedly not to come to 
Rice looking to date that guy I met 
in my PSYC class; instead, I should 
come expecting to bump and grind 
my way into him on a Friday night, 
wake up in his room Saturday 
morning and thereafter awkwardly 
say "hi" as I walk past him on the 
way to the Rice Memorial Center. 
That, or move into his dorm room 
and wake up 10 years later in a 
quaint suburban h o m e to find 
myself Mrs. PSYC, mother to his 
four children. 

It's t rue . At Rice, t he r e will 
be no casual Iattes at C o f f e e 
House and no weekly d inne r s at 
the South Servery. Ei ther he'll 
drop you faster than he d ropped 
o rgan ic c h e m i s t r y a f t e r that 
miserable midterm, or he'll s tar t 
placing his tighty-whities next to 
your totally cute Victoria's Secret 
low-rise bikinis in your drawer . 
It's one ex t reme or the other, and 
it's up to us to pick the lesser 
of the two evils — whatever we 
find it to be. 

Pe rhaps the absence of casual 
dat ing isn' t actually that evil at 
all. College is a t ime for f reedom: 
in te l lec tua l , r e c r e a t i o n a l and 

sexual. Mom and Dad 
aren ' t nagging you to 
do your homework any-
more, and they won't be 
the re to "accidentally" 
walk in on you doing 
your gir lfr iend instead. 
T h e y a l s o w o n ' t b e 
the re to see h e r waking 
up in your bed the next 
m o r n i n g . W e ' r e b ig 
kids now — we can fi-
nally ge t what we want. 
And for most of us, that 
m e a n s ge t t ing laid. 

We should cherish this new-
found sexual f reedom in any way 
we choose. Maybe it's not that bad 
to dabble in our sexual encounters 
the same way we dabble in the 
courses we take. It might be Sid 
Richardson one weekend, Will 
Rice the next and Harry Hanszen 
the one after that before we find 
the guy we're willing to let see us 
without eyeliner. Maybe then we'll 
be ready to "get married." 

Similarly, our intended major 
might be mechanical engineer-
ing one semester , chemis t ry the 
next and sociology by the t ime 
we finally graduate . We experi-
ment with our courses , so why 
not with our sexual par tners , too? 
Let 's go sexplor ing until we find 
what sui ts us bes t . 

We're big kids 

now — we can finally 

get what we want. 

And for most, that 

means getting laid. 
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Number of vehicle 
burglaries increases 

Nine motor vehicle burglaries and 
one attempted burglary have been 
reported on campus since Nov. 14. 
Typically about one vehicle burglary 
is reported per week, Rice University 
Police lieutenant Phil Hassell said. 

Hassell said thefts often occur in 
spurts when burglars focus on an 
area. Nobody responsible for the 
thefts has been arrested, Hassell 
said. 

Hassell said vehicle burglaries 
are also increasing at other nearby 
campuses and in the Medical Cen-
ter. RUPD has increased parking lot 
patrols, but has not stationed officers 
in any lots because the thefts have 
occurred in many different campus 
lots, Hassell said. 

RUPD has not been able to deter-
mine when most of the burglaries 
occured because vehicle owners 
often do not discover the burglaries 
until some time after they happened, 
Hassell said. 

Hassell said thefts in the Green-
briar Lot probably occur in the morn-
ing and late afternoon when joggers 
park there. 

Hassell said students or anyone 
else should call RUPD if they see 
anyone suspicious in the parking lots, 

N E W S I N B R I E F 
since officers are not always present 
in the lots. 

Many thefts could be prevented 
if vehicle owners locked their doors, 
rolled up their windows and hid their 
valuables, Hassell said. Also, some 
burglaries occur because joggers 
hide keys around their cars while 
they jog, Hassell said. 

"People often become their own 
worst enemies because they make 
themselves an easy target," Hassell 
said. 

— Risa Gordon 

New Web site to debut 
in January 

Students logging onto the Rice 
Web site in January will encounter a 
new design featuring photographs on 
each page. A Flash banner across the 
top of each page will allow users to 
view animated graphics on all brows-
ers, Web and Print Communications 
Director Suzanne Stehr said. 

Stehr said adding Flash to the 
Web site sets the new site apart from 
other college Web sites and will more 
fully communicate Rice's status as 
a top-tier research university in a 
major city. 

"Lots of the other institutions are 
scared to use Flash, but we really want 
people to be able to see Houston and 

%r* 4 
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Deep in thought 
Jones College sophomores Nick Stepankiw and Danny Schonfeld 
contemplate their next moves in Axis and Allies, while Jones sophomore 
Adam Guerra looks on at the Fastwarp games kick-off Nov. 19. 
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see the research and level of profes-
sionalism here," Stehr said. "People 
should see that Houston isn't a bunch 
of tumbleweeds." 

Assistant Web Editor Brenda 
Robey said the site's content will 
remain the same but will be more 
consistent across different brows-
ers and platforms. The site will also 
retain audience-specific pages that 
can be accessed from the main Web 
site portal. 

Robey said users will be able 
to find specific information more 
quickly because they will not need 
to search the entire Web site. 

Stehr said the Web site's pictures 
use the archives created by Rice's two 
staff photographers and will give visi-
tors a more candid look at Rice. 

"The site will show real students," 
Stehr said. "You can never under-
estimate the power of showing the 
students themselves." 

Stehr said the site redes ign 
was inspired by similar redesigns 
at Dartmouth College and SUNY-
Buffalo. She said the change was 
necessary to reflect technological 
improvements. 

'Technology moves so quickly 
and the laws of useability change so 
quickly — we just need to keep up," 
Schter said. "The new site is more 
appealing and exciting." 

— Melissa Waitsman 

RHODES 
From page 1 

"My future plans are still being 
shaped — there is nothing definite 
yet," Khan said. "What I do know is 
that 1 hope to be an advocate for a 
marginalized community, whatever 
that community may be." 

Khan, who is from Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, u n d e r w e n t a two-day 
in terview p r o c e s s in N o v e m b e r 
before learning that she was one of 
two winners from her region, which 
iscomprised of Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Minnesota. 

'It will be wonderful 

to do research in 

England since Europe 

has a lot of hot-button 

issues pertaining to 

immigration. It will be 

like studying my topic 

from the inside, so to 

speak.' 
— Noorain Khan 

Martel College senior 

Rhodes Scholar 

Khan said she thought she was 
a long shot to receive the award. To 
apply, students must first submit an 
application to their schools, which 
then endorse chosen candidates to 
the national process. 

T h e Rhodes Scholarship was 
es tabl ished by Cecil Rhodes and 
s e l ec t s s tuden t r ec ip ien t s f rom 
around the world based on aca-
demic success, integrity, character, 
leadership potential and physical 
vigor. 

"1 went in with no expectations," 
Khan said. "I just told myself that I 
was expressing what 1 cared about, 
so if the judges cared about my pas-
sions as well, then that was great, and 
if not, oh well." 

Khan said she would have found 
the scholarship process worthwhile 
even if she had not been selected as 
a recipient. 

"There's funding out there for 
nearly anything you want to pursue," 
Khan said. "Because the application 
process helps you define your goals 
and plans, it's valuable even if you 
don't win." 

Rice's last Rhodes Scholar was 
Bobby Azamian (Hanszen '99) in 
1999. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Nov. 14-29. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College 

Hanszen College 

Sid Rich College 

Wiess College 

South colleges 

Martel College 

Will Rice College 

Jones College 

Academic Buildings 
Rayzor Hall 

Herring Hall 

Herman Brown Hall 

Herman Brown Hall 

Other Buildings 
Valhalla 

Fondren Library 

Willy's Pub 

Autry Court 

Parking Lots 
West Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

West Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

Abercrombie Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

West Lot 

Lovett Lot 

West Lot 

Greenbriar Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

South Colleges Lot 

Other Areas 
Entrance 3 

Nov. 15 Computer stolen from room. 

Nov. 17 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 17 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 19 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 19 Officer received information about 
illegal activity. 

Nov. 20 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 22 Possible assault reported. 

Nov. 28 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 22 Projector stolen. 

Nov. 23 Underage intoxicated Rice student 
urinated on tree. Subject became 
belligerent with officers and refused 
escort to his college. Subject arrested 
for public intoxication and remanded 
to Harris County Jail. 

Nov. 23 Laptop stolen. 

Nov. 23 Textbooks stolen. 

Nov. 15 Group of bar patrons drinking outside 
after hours. One intoxicated graduate 
student refused to pour out ner beer. 
City citation issued for drinking after 
hours. Officer spoke with bartender, 
encouraging him to better monitor 
customers. 

Nov. 18 Electrical equipment stolen. 

Nov. 22 Caller stated Rice student started a 
fight with five subjects, punching one 
and pushing another to the ground. 
Bar patrons and bartender tola officer 
they did not see anything. 

Nov. 28 Computer stolen. 

Nov. 14 Vehicle door handle tampered with in 
attempted burglary. 

Nov. 14 Burglary of motor vehicle. 

Nov. 15 Bicycle stolen. 

Nov. 17 Vehicle broken into. 

Nov. 17 Theft report. 

Nov. 18 Vehicle stereo stolen. 

Nov. 18 CD player and two CD cases with about 
100 CDs stolen from vehicle. 

Nov. 20 Subject injured by parking gate arm on 
Nov. 17. 

Nov. 20 Theft report. 

Nov. 20 Cash and credit cards stolen from car. 

Nov. 28 Burglary of motor vehicle. 

Nov. 29 Stereo stolen from vehicle. 

Nov. 14 Subject asleep or passed out with crack 
pipe and other narcotic paraphernalia 
in his pockets. Non-Rice subject 
arrested and remanded to Harris County 
Jail. 

1932 Dryden Rd. Nov. 15 Officers searched Rice-owned vacant 
house with door pushed open and 
found two damaged doors and signs 
transients had been living there. 

Entrance 1 Drive Nov. 15 Vehicle drove on parking lot curb 
and the wrong way on Entrance 1 Drive. 
Non-Rice driver and passenger were 
intoxicated. Driver arrested and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 
Passenger allowed to take cab home. 

Rice University Nov. 16 Trees on Main Street between Entrances 
1 and 3 spray-painted with initials 
"RTL." City to be contacted. 

Entrance 1 Drive Nov. 20 Radio and cellular telephone stolen 
from vehicle. 

2301 Main St. Nov. 21 Officer stopped by female subject who 
claimed to nave been assaulted. Officer 
able to detain male subject until 
Houston Police Department arrived. 

Officer saw subject standing outside 
Rice-owned abandoned house. Officer 
recognized subject as having a current 
criminal trespass warning. Non-Rice 
subject arrested and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 

Vehicle drove wrong way. Underage 
student was intoxicated. Subject 
referred to Student Judicial Programs. 

Vehicle stopped for speeding. Underage 
non-Rice driver was intoxicated. Citation 
issued for minor DUI, driver's license 
seized for revocation and vehicle towed. 
Escort provided to subject's home. 

Nov. 25 Vehicle driving without headlights would 
not stop for officer in South Colleges 
Lot. Minor driver with provisional 
license and no proof of insurance was 
driving after allowed time. Drug 
paraphernalia found in vehicle. Juvenile 
taken into custody and released to 
parents. 

1922 Dryden Rd. Nov. 22 

Laboratory Road Nov. 23 

Laboratory Road Nov. 23 

College Way 
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EXAMS 
From page 1 

lack of specification of whether final papers 
and projects will be assigned due dates just 
like final exams. 

"I think in general it's a good idea," Corcoran 
said. "I think the main issue is eliminating the 
self-scheduled exams, which have really been 
very problematic." 

Corcoran said the senate is responsible for 
setting the academic calendar. She said main-
taining the four-day reading period before finals 
begin will be important in setting the calendar. 

Self-scheduled exams 
Last semester, only 38 classes — or four 

percent of all classes — had self-scheduled 
finals. In Fall 2004, five percent of classes had 
self-scheduled exams. 

Levy said self-scheduled exams present 
multiple problems for the Registrar's Office, 
including finding student proctors, locating 
exams that students do not turn in and contact-
ing professors who do not deliver their exams 
to the Registrar's Office for distribution. 

The proposal states that in Fall 2004, 
students failed to register for six percent 
of self-scheduled exams by the registration 
deadline. 

"There is a very high cost to running this 
boutique system with all of these very special 
cases and that takes a great deal of time and 
effort on the part of the Registrar's Office, which 
is understaffed to begin with," Levy said. 

Levy said the Registrar's Office has to 
handle other work-intensive tasks during the 
final exam period, including processing course 
evaluations and entering grades. In the spring, 
the Registrar's Office also has to calculate final 
GPAs for graduating seniors, Forman said . 

Lloyd said he likes self-scheduled exams 
because they give students flexibility. 

Forman said he recognizes both the flexibil-
ity self-scheduled exams offer students and the 
burden they place on the Registrar's Office. 

"(Proposing the elimination of self-sched-
uled exams) is the kind of call we have to 
make all the time," Forman said. "There's a 
certain benefit that comes to self-scheduled 
exams, but it comes at a cost. And we just 
have to figure out what the benefit is worth 
and whether there's another way to achieve 
those same aims that's a little more efficient." 

Scheduled exams 
Under the current system, a faculty member 

is allowed to schedule exams if his or her final 
exam has circumstances that necessitate an 
entire class taking an exam at once — such 
as the presentation of audio or visual material 
— or if he or she teaches a class with 50 or 
more students. 

I.ast semester, 8 percent of classes hacl 
scheduled exams, including 70 percent of 
classes with 50 or more students. In Fall 2004, 
about 9 percent of exams were scheduled, 
including 60 percent of classes with 50 or 
more students. 

Enrollment Administration Director Diane 
1 lavlinek said the proposed exam schedule (see 
box, right) is an outline demonstrating stag-
gered due dates could work, but that it could 
change to accommodate special circumstances, 

such as separating large courses. 
Levy said he does not think there would be 

a large increase in faculty choosing scheduled 
exams if the proposal is passed. 

"I think it's almost inconceivable there 
will be zero increase (in scheduled exams], 
but the best estimates from talking to (faculty 
members] is that that's not what the domi-
nant consequence will be," Levy said. "The 
dominant consequence will be more flexible 
take-home exams." 

Levy said he thinks faculty members' trust 
in the Honor Code will result in more take-
home exams. 

"My feeling with the Honor System — if we 
truly believe in it — is that take-home exams 
are a much more flexible mechanism," I^evy 
said. 

Levy said the 50-student minimum for 
scheduled exams was eliminated in the proposal 
because it was an arbitrary number with no 
ideological underpinning. 

Havlinek said she understands students 
for the most part will have less flexibility in 
choosing exam times. However, Havlinek said 
students will benefit from knowing before the 
start of the semester when their final exams 
will be scheduled so they can better plan their 
vacation schedules. 

Forman said he thinks professors some-
times choose to give scheduled exams because 
they would like to answer questions that might 
arise during the exam and thus would like their 
whole class to take the exam in the same loca-
tion at the same time. 

Forman said he expects faculty members 
would move the due dates of some end-of-
semester assignments from the last week of 
classes to the final exam period, becau se facu lty 
would have more flexibility in choosing exam-
period due dates. 

Forman said the scheduled dates for finals 
would encourage faculty who are concerned 
about having enough time to grade their ex-
ams to give more take-home finals. Under the 
current system, take-home finals can be due 
no earlier than the last day of the final exam 
period. 

"One of the things that 
stops faculty from giving 
more take-home finals is 
the fact that they are not 
due until the last day of 
finals period, which makes 
grading a crunch time," 
Forman said. "I think if 
we give faculty more flex-
ibility about when they can 
make take-home projects 
due, we'll see finals time 
being used for its intended 
purposes." 

Levy said even though 
the proposal does have 
some disadvantages, im-
plementing it would be 
beneficial overall. 

"(Faculty I see that, in 
fact, it's a set of puts and 
takes in which, in the 
end, we end up being able 

PROPOSED EXAM SCHEDULE 
Under the proposal, all courses are assigned a final exam time, at which faculty can require 
students to take an exam or set as the earliest due date for take-home exams. Here is a 
proposed exam schedule based on course meeting times: 

Exam Time 

Exam Day 9 a.m. 2 p.m. 7 p.m. 

1 (Wednesday) MWF (9 a.m.) MWF (1 p.m.) MWF (8 a.m.) 
9 a.m. or 1 p.m. OF 

2 (Thursday) TR (9 a.m.) TR (1 p.m.) TR (8 a.m.) 

3 (Friday) MWF (10 a.m.) MWF (2-3 p.m.) 10 a.m. or 2-3 p.m. OF 

4 (Saturday) TR (11 a.m.) TR (2 p.m.) 1 1 a.m. or 2 p.m. OF 

5 (Monday) MWF (11 a.m.) MWF (4-7 p.m.) 1 1 a.m. or 4-7 p.m. OF 

6 (Tuesday) Overflow/Conflicts TR (3-7 p.m.) Overflow/Conflicts 

7 (Wednesday) Overflow/Conflicts Overflow/Conflicts Overflow/Conflicts 

SAMPLE EXAM SCHEDULES 
Two examples of exam schedules under the proposal based on common course schedules: 

Course schedule 

MWF TR 

10 a.m. 9 :25 a.m. 

1 1 a.m. 1 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

Exam Day 9 a.m. 2 p.m. 7 p.m. 

Wednesday EXAM 

Thursday EXAM EXAM 

Friday EXAM 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday EXAM 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Course schedule 

MWF TR 

9 a.m. 10:50 a.m. 

10 a.m. 

1 1 a.m. 

2 p.m. 

Exam Day 9 a.m. 2 p.m. 7 p.m. 

Wednesday EXAM 

Thursday 

Friday EXAM EXAM 

Saturday EXAM 

Sunday 

Monday EXAM 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

to work more effectively and actually create 
some flexibilities that balance out some of the 
changes," Levy said. "Ultimately (it will] allow 

us to have a more effective exam structure 
and schedule and allow students to plan their 
semesters more effectively." 
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Masters committee seeks opinion 
by Sarah Baker 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

The Committee on Masters and 
Resident Associates hosted forums 
this week at W i e s s and Martel col-
l eges to d i scuss the role of faculty 
members in the col lege system. 

At Tuesday's forum at Wiess , 
History Professor Ira Gruber, who 
chairs the committee appointed by 
President David Leebron and Dean 
of Undergraduates Robin Forman, 
led the discussions. 

Gruber , who was Hanszen Col-
lege mas t e r f rom 1968-73, posed 
ques t ions about t he role of faculty 
as mas te r s . RAs and faculty associ-
ates within the col leges , as well as 
the select ion p r o c e s s for m a s t e r s 
and RAs. 

" W h a t w e ' r e i n t e r e s t e d in 
hea r ing is how the col leges are 
working and what doesn ' t s e e m to 
be working," G r u b e r said. "We've 
noticed s o m e th ings f rom the out-
s ide already." 

G r u b e r said co l leges di f fer in 
the total n u m b e r of faculty associ-
a tes and that t h e r e is a dispari ty 
be tween co l l eges in t he n u m b e r 
of d e p a r t m e n t s faculty assoc ia tes 
r e p r e s e n t . 

'What we're interested 

in hearing is how the 

colleges are working 

and what doesn't 

seem to he working. 

We \e noticed some 

things fron the outside 

already 
— Ira Gruber 

History professor 

Commit tee on Masters and 

Res ident A s s o c i a t e s chair 

"Some co l leges have 22, and 
some col leges have 12," G r u b e r 
said. T h e r e ' s s o m e t h i n g tha t ' s not 
quite right about that, 
s ince t h e non- res i -
dents are supposed to 
be par t of an advising 
s cheme . " 

G r u b e r sugges ted 
t h e c o l l e g e s w o r k 
t o g e t h e r to s m o o t h 
out s o m e of t h e s e 
d i sc repanc ies . 

G r u b e r said t h e 
c o m m i t t e e a lso no-
ticed that the emphasis 
on scholarly work at 
Rice has discouraged 
younger faculty mem-
be r s f rom becoming 
involved in t h e col-
leges. He said some 
deans and depar tment 

JAE-HEE SCHIN/THRESHER 

Wiess College junior Malcolm Eckel speaks at a forum on the roles of masters, 
resident associates and faculty associates Tuesday in the Wiess Private Dining 
Room. A similar forum was held Wednesday in the Martel PDR. Both forums 
were hosted by the Committee on Masters and RAs, which was appointed by 
President David Leebron and Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman. 

chairs are wary of faculty get t ing 
deeply involved with the col leges 
early in their careers . 

"Everybody knows at Rice the 
emphas i s is on scholarship, then 
teaching and then service to the uni-
versity, in descending order," Gruber 
said. "That means that if you have a 
young person he re who is t rying to 
get tenure, he or she is under a lot 
of pressure to take care of research 
and teaching and, if the re is any time 
left over, some kind of service to the 
university" 

The committee consists of 13 mem-
bers (see box, below), including three 
masters, one RA and five students. 

G r u b e r said t he c o m m i t t e e was 

mean t to be r ep resen ta t ive of all 
n ine col leges as well as t h e k i n d s 
of people who have contact with the 
college. T h e commi t t ee was divided 
into five s u b c o m m i t t e e s . 

"The subcommit tees have gone 
off to explore the nature of o ther 
residential college sys tems in the 
United States, to see how the ad-
ministration views the colleges at 
present and what they think of the 
faculty in them, to see how the faculty 
think, and, of course, to see how the 
s tudents think," Gruber said. 

G r u b e r said the commi t t ee a ims 
to p r e s e n t r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to 
F o r m a n and Leebron shor t ly af ter 
winter b reak . 

COMMITTEE ON MASTERS AND RESIDENT ASSOCIATES 
Ira Gruber, chair History professor 
Luis Arandia Martel College senior 
Carolyn Aresu Lovett College master 
Evan Colton Sid Richardson College senior 
Meredith Fallon Will Rice College junior 
Rudy Guerra Jones College master 
Matthias Henze Religious Studies professor 
Mary Ellen Lane Biochemistry and Cell Biology professor 
Brandon Mack Wiess College junior 
Kevin MacKenzie Brown College resident associate 
Wes Morris Hanszen College master 
Taryn Roos Lovett College senior 
Matthew Taylor Assistant to the Dean of Undergraduates 
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S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were dis-

cussed. 

• SA Internal Vice President Ames Grawert announced volunteers 
are still needed to proctor self-scheduled exams. Interested students 
should sign up with college senators. 

• The senate approved two new clubs. Campus Girl Scouts at Rice 
University helps students volunteer to facilitate events at Rice for local 
Girl Scout troops and is open to males and females (interested students 
should contact Noorain Khan at nkhan@rice.edu). "Owlchemy" is a 
club for students interested in chemistry. The group is already active 
and regularly gives science demonstrations at the Houston Museum 
of Natural Science (contact Erica Flor at elaraine@rice.edu). 

• SA President James Lloyd proposed approving a document he wrote 
to send to President Leebron endorsing the Call to Conversation. After 
voting to remove one paragraph from the document, the senate approved 
the endorsement with no votes against and two abstentions. 

The approved endorsement states, "The Call to Conversation actively 
engaged students in a dialogue on the future of Rice University. Students 
have expressed a sincere interest ... and appreciate that President 
Leebron included students in an open dialogue." The document states 
Leebron welcomed the feedback from students and encourages Leebron 
to use students' opinions in his "vision for the university." 

During discussion that preceded the vote, Lovett College New Stu-
dent Representative Nikka Landau said she thought the document 
did not represent the opinion of the student body. In response. SA 
Secretary Laura Kelley emphasized the endorsement is just to rec-
ognize the fact that Leebron consulted students, not to support any 
of his opinions. 

Grawert, a Lovett senior, said the senate should consider inserting 
remarks about the content of the Call to Conversation that would 
represent most students — for example, supporting a small student 
body size and a focus on undergraduates. Lloyd, a Brown College 
senior, said it was unnecessary to try to represent overall student 
opinion since Leebron sought feedback from all students. 

Lovett President Evan Ross made a motion to remove a paragraph 
that began: "The Student Association commends President Leebron's 
commitment to personally engaging students in the conversation. 
... Students were incorporated into the process and encouraged to 
freely respond." Ross, a junior, said the paragraph was not appropriate 
because many students believe the forums about the Call to Conversa-
tion were more like lectures than conversations. The senate approved 
the motion by a vote of 18-4. 

The SA also met Monday, Nov. 12. The following were discussed. 

• The senate discussed Provost Eugene Levy's and Dean of Under-
gratuates Robin Forman's proposal to eliminate self-scheduled exams. 
(See story, page 1.) Lloyd summarized the proposal to the senate and 
quoted opinions from faculty members on the Teaching Committee. 
Some students agreed self-scheduled exams are an unnecessary 
burden on the Registrar's office, but disagreed with various points 
in the proposal. 

Sid Richardson College President John Stubbs said rather than moving 
up due dates for exams for some classes to allow faculty members 
more time to grade the tests, the deadline for submitting grades to 
the Registrar's office should be moved back. 

Grawert said he supports the idea of removing self-scheduled exams, 
but only for the reason of enabling more exams to be take-home, which 
would be consistent with the Honor Code. Students also voiced sup 
port for requiring a class to have 50 students to have a scheduled 
exam under the new system. 

In a straw poll, the senate voted 25-2 not to support the proposal in 
its current form. 

• The senate discussed Lloyd's suggestion to endorse the Call to 
Conversation. Wiess College President Jack Hardcastle said almost 
everyone agrees with the way Leebron said he would consult students, 
but that he did not agree with an endorsement because Leebron still had 
not visited four colleges. Leebron visited those colleges this week. 

Some students said the senate should wait to comment until Leebron 
announces his proposal for the future of the university. 

Hanszen junior Stephen Rooke suggested sending a document with 
the senate's opinions on the content of the Call to Conversation to 
the Board of Trustees as well as Leebron. 
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Pages, Thompson fill two RA openings at Baker 
by Nathan Black 

fflKKSHKRHDriTIKIAl. STAFF 

Wellness Center Director Emily 
Dexter Page, her husband, Eric, 
and Assis tant F i tness Di rec tor 
Heather Thompson were chosen as 
Baker College resident associates, 
search committee chair Aryn Sub-
hawong announced Wednesday. 
The Pages will replace cu r r en t 
RAs Katie Beth Higgins and Adam 
Gottlieb, once Higgins and Gottlieb 
move out. Thompson will replace 
Community Involvement Center 
Director Mac Griswold, who will 
leave the college in July. 

Page has been visible recently as 
a promoter of alcohol-free activities 
at Rice. She was instrumental in 
creating the "Real Rice" campaign, 
which hosted the Big Owl Bash at 
the end of Orientation Week and 
which seeks to provide alternatives 
to on-campus events with alcohol. 

Page said her involvement in 
the Real Rice campaign might af-
fect students ' perceptions of her. 
She said she will strive to keep 
her RA and Wellness Center roles 
separate. 

"I'm going to be very diligent 
[about ensuring that] s tudents can 
come to me as an RA," Page said. "I 
don't see my role as an RA as having 
direct bearing on my role as direc-
tor of the Wellness Center. I don't 
want to be hypocritical, though. I 
will still be concerned about student 
well-being as an RA." 

'Even though both RAs 

will he relatively new, 

the transition will he 

very easy because they 

both already know 

about student life.' 
— Ryan Peacock 

Baker P res iden t 

Baker President Ryan Peacock, 
who served on the search commit-
tee, said he welcomes Page's bal-
anced approach to student life. 

"Some of the student percep-
tion is that she 's only promoting 
non-drinking activities," Peacock, a 
senior, said. "But in fact , . . . she just 
encourages intelligent activities." 

Subhawong, a senior, said the 
search committee asked Page about 
her involvement in recent debates 
about alcohol, and her answers were 
acceptable. 

% 

f 
COURTESY EMILY DEXTER PAGF 

Wellness Center Director Emily Dexter Page and her husband Eric were 
announced as Baker College resident associates Wednesday. Assistant 
Fitness Director Heather Thompson was also selected as an RA. 

"Several.. . people at Baker have 
had dealings with her that may have 
shed some doubt ," Subhawong 
said. "But she addressed those 
concerns very well, and she and 
Eric removed all doubt." 

Peacock also said the Pages 
complement each other well and 
should collectively be able to ac-
commodate all Baker students. 

"As a couple they balance each 
o t h e r out and a re ve ry much 

welcoming to all kinds of differ-
ent social styles on this campus," 
Peacock said. 

Finding complementary RAs 
was a high priority for the search 
committee, which chose to fill its 
two RA openings simultaneously. 
Peacock said this approach was 
effective since the committee had 
a sufficiently large and qualified 
applicant pool. 

"It was really nice to be able 
to consider who would work well 
together," he said. "Interviews [for 
both positions] were fresh on our 
minds. [We] really focused on find-
ing a good team ... and were able 
to find a good balance." 

Subhawong also said the process 
was effective and the only disadvan-
tage was that the Pages were not 
be able to give their input on the 
second RA, since Thompson was 
hired simultaneously. 

Page said she and Thompson 
are well-matched because they both 
work in student affairs. 

Peacock said their involvement 
in student affairs will make it easier 
for them to become accustomed to 
the college. 

"Even though both RAs will be 
relatively new, the transition will 
be very easy because they both 
already know about student life," 
he said. 

Page said she and her husband 
have been Baker associates for 
about a year. 

"We felt a special tie to the col-
lege already," she said. 

Page said she thinks her job 
and her relatively recent gradua-
tion from college will make her a 
good RA. 

"I have a sensitivity toward stu-
dent life because of the fact that I 
work in student affairs," she said. 
"I also remember my college days. 
... We can still empathize with what 
s tudents deal with." 

Subhawong said Thompson ' s 
enthusiasm will enrich the college 
next spring, even though she will 
not become an RA until July. 

"The first thing she asked me 
was, 'Would it be possible to come 
to the college and see the kids 
and interact with them [in the 
spring]?"' Subhawong said. "And 
I said, T h a t ' s exactly what we're 
looking for.'" 

T h o m p s o n was out of town 
W e d n e s d a y and could not be 
reached for comment. 

S u b h a w o n g said the search 
committee considered one gradu-
ate student but the student did not 
advance to the interview process. 

"We felt that we weren't looking 
for a graduate student," Subhawong 
said. 

TIFFANY YEH/THRESHER 

AIDS Memorial Quilt 
Visitors view the AIDS Memorial Quilt, currently on display in the Grand Hall of the Rice Memorial Center. The quilt is being displayed in conjunction with 
World AIDS Day, which was Thursday, and will remain in the RMC until Saturday. 

2 OPEN 
POSITIONS 
Deliver Girl Scout program 
at various schools. 

P/T Work 
Minimum of 10 hours/wk. 
$10/hr. 
Bilingual a plus. 

Will start January 2006 
713-292-0287 

Baker Institute Summer in DC Intern Program 

T h e James A. Baker HI Institute for Public Po l i cy is s eek ing appl icants for its 2 0 0 6 Jesse 

Jones Leadership Center S u m m e r in W a s h i n g t o n D C Pol icy Research Internship Program. 

T h e program wil l prov ide s t ipends suf f ic ient to support a se lect group o f R ice 

undergraduates c o n d u c t i n g p o l i c y - m a k i n g research at g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s , private think 

tanks, and N G O s in D C in s u m m e r 2 0 0 6 . T h o s e accepted must be currently enrol led as 

fu l l - t ime undergraduates through fall 2 0 0 6 . T h o s e se lec ted wil l attend a seminar on 

publ ic po l i cy and global af fa irs c o t e r m i n o u s with their internships, and wil l write a 

research report for publ icat ion. Appl i cants are individual ly respons ib le for se l ec t ing and 

es tab l i sh ing internships and res idency in DC. Interested students s h o u l d send the 

f o l l o w i n g materials by January 31 to Dr. S teven L e w i s . Wash ing ton Internship 

C o m m i t t e e . Baker Institute. M S - 4 0 : 

1. A letter o f appl icat ion wi th your c a m p u s and h o m e addresses , t e l e p h o n e number 

and e - m a i l ; 

2. A short e s s a y o f n o more than 6 0 0 w o r d s descr ibing your career goa l s , y o u r 

internship plans ( inc lud ing the organizat ions to w h i c h y o u h a v e appl ied or wil l 

apply) , and h o w these tie in wi th the m i s s i o n and po l i cy research programs o f the 

Baker Institute; 

3. A resume; 

4 . An o f f i c i a l , s ea led transcript; 

5. O n e letter o f r e c o m m e n d a t i o n from an individual w h o can d i s c u s s your ability to 

c o n d u c t po l i cy research. 

Q u e s t i o n s should be addressed to svv lewis@rice . edu 
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HATFIELD 
From page 1 

in a meeting Wednesday before the 
press conference. Brown College 
senior Adam Herrin, a linebacker on 
the football team, said team members 
were surprised when they heard ru-
mors Hatfield might resign. Herrin 
said he enjoyed playing for Hatfield. 

"I've been here five years, and 
I have a personal relationship with 
him," Herrin said. "But it has really af-
fected the guys who are coming back. 
It's been tough and unfortunately, 
they're just going to have to adapt and 
look forward to next season." 

Hatfield held his usual end-of-
season news conference Tuesday, at 
which he spoke about looking forward 
to next season. May said answering 
questions that way was necessary be-
cause Hatfield had not yet resigned. 

"Something of this magnitude 
takes time," May said. "There's a pro-
cess involved, and until that process 
is brought to conclusion, there is no 
change that you can discuss.... Ken 
would not have been in a position to 
make comments [Tuesday]." 

Search process 
A search committee including 

player and staff representatives will 
be formed soon, May said. May will 
probably work with President David 
Leebron in forming the search com-
mittee, Crownover said. Crownover 
will not be formally involved in the 
search process. 

May said one of his main concerns 
is finding a coach who understands 
Rice's culture. 

"We need someone who eats, 
sleeps and drinks football but who 
understands the academic challenges 
that student-athletes will face at 
Rice, and who is prepared to come 
in knowing all that and feels they 
can be successful here," May said. 
"1 absolutely believe ... we can find 
someone who can meet the challenge 
here in every respect." 

May said he admires Hatfield's 
integrity and character and hopes to 
find a new coach with similar traits. 

"Successful programs build 
character, develop leadership skills 
and prepare student-athletes for life 
after athletics," May said. "As we as-
sess candidates, we feel can build a 
winning program on the field, [and] 
these additional components will not 
be overlooked." 

May said Rice's selling points 
include its 70,000-seat stadium, its 
international reputation and its foot-
ball tradition. 

May said finding a new head 
coach will be easier because Hatfield 
resigned shortly after Saturday's 
season-ending game against the 
University of Houston. 

"I think the timing — and you 
can thank Ken for that — is going 
to give us our largest window," May 
said. "We'd like to [find a new coach] 
before the end of the bowl season." 

The new head coach will make his 
own decision about whether or not 
to retain any of Rice's nine assistant 
football coaches. May said. 

Hatfield at Rice 
Although the football team has lost 

16ofitslast 17games, Hatfield coached 
Rice to three of its five winning seasons 
since 1963. Hatfield replaced Fred 
Goldsmith in 1994, and Rice defeated 
the University of Texas and earned a 
share of the Southwest Conference 
title that season. Hatfield said that 
game against UT is one of his favorite 
memories from coaching at Rice. 

"It was on national TV ... on Sun-
day night, and it was unopposed by 
any other sporting event," Hatfield 
said. "We hadn't won [against UT] 
in 25 years. ... To see N.D. Kalu 
(Baker '02), who's still playing for the 
Philadelphia Eagles, have two sacks 
late in the game, and for us to go on 
to tie for the Southwest Conference 

championship in the first year, was 
monumental." 

Hatfield said another of his favor-
ite moments came in 1996, when Rice 
defeated an undefeated University of 
Utah team at home. 

"We played a Utah team that was 
ranked 16th in the country and was 
6-0, and we beat them 51-6," Hatfield 
said. "It was a thrashing—they didn't 
know how to stop us." 

"Football is the 
financial driver of the 
athletic department, 
and that's what we're 
having to address now." 

— Bobby May (Will Rice '65) 
Athletic director 

In 1997, Rice went 7-4 in the West-
ern Athletic Conference and won 
games against defending WAC cham-
pion Brigham Young University and 
two-time defending Big 10 champion 
Northwestern University. Hatfield said 
he wishes that team would have been 
selected to play in a bowl game, since 
the opportunity to play another game 
would have given Rice the chance to 
become the only school ever to have 
three 1,000-yard rushers. Michael 
Perry (Brown '00) finished that sea-
son with 1,034 yards, fourth all-time 
at Rice, while Chad Nelson had 953, 
sixth all-time, and Benji Wood (Jones 
'98) ran for 936, tenth all-time. 

More recently, Rice went 8-4 in 
2001 but again did not receive a bowl 
bid despite being eligible for the third 
time in six years. 

Hatfield said he hopes he has 
instilled leadership and a team-first 
mentality in his players. Even when 
they lose games, the players practiced 
with intensity, Hatfield said. 

"You see them on Saturday when 
the score was not in our favor, but I 
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saw them when they came out on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday," 
Hatfield said. "With a heart of a cham-
pion, they prepared to be the best they 
could be that day. They put behind 
them what had happened last week 
and they tried to be better." 

Herrin said Hatfield's focus on 
leadership distinguishes him from 
other coaches. 

"One of the differences he brings 
to the table that maybe some other 
coaches don't is a strong foundation for 
leadership," Herrin said. "He brings 
that type of nurturing mentality and 
encourages us not only to be good 
football players but also to be good 
students and good people. I think that's 
missing in college football today and 
is one of his great attributes." 

Hatfield said he is not currently 
pursuing any other coaching jobs 
and is unsure whether or not he will 
coach again. 

Athletics at Rice 
After Hatfield resigned, ques-

tions from fans and the local media 
centered around the athletic depart-
ment's budget, both for a new coach 
and for potential facilities upgrades 
in order to attract better candidates. 
May said he will work to make the 
Rice job sought after. 

"We need to get our ducks in a row, 
and we need to present the best face 
we can to the people who will have an 
interest in thisjob," May said. "We need 
to make as many commitments as we 
can in order to make this job compel-
ling. I think we have so much going for 
us — it's a great institution with great 
history and a great new conference 
— and we need to capitalize." 

The McKinsey Report on In-
tercollegiate Athletics, which was 
released in May 2004, stated the Rice 
athletic department had a deficit of 
more than $10 million in fiscal year 
2(K)2-'03. The board committed to 
supporting Division 1-A athletics 
shortly after the McKinsey Report 
was completed, but Crownover said 
that commitment also required the 
athletic department to do a better 
job of managing its budget. 

"We are supportive, and we re-
ally hope that they are successful," 
Crownover said. "But just like any 
other part of the university, it's going 
to be up to the leadership and the 
volunteers who support it to make 
it successful. We wish them all the 
luck, but that's their job." 

Crownover said the board has 
been pleased with the success of 
other sports teams. A former part-
ner with McKinsey & Company, 
Crownover said Rice's athletic pro-
gram is somewhat similar to an 
investment fund. 

"At any time in an athletic pro-
gram, just like in a business portfolio, 
some [elements] are going to do 
well and some will not do so well," 
Crownover said. "Over a period of 
time, there are going to be some that 

Former football coach Ken Hatfield 

always do better than others." 
May said he hopes football will 

someday generate more revenue. 
"Football is the financial driver of 

the athletic department, and that's 
what we're having to address now," 
May said. "That's why we need to get 
somebody who can excite the com-
munity, excite the alums and excite 
the former players so that they will 
indeed want to be in Rice Stadium on 
Saturday afternoons." 

Another way to generate revenue 
is by playing road games against op-
ponents that sell out their stadiums 
and pay Rice to play them. Next year, 
the football team's non-conference 
schedule includes games at the 
University of California-I>os Angeles 
and Florida State University as well 
as a game against the University of 
Texas at Reliant Stadium. 

"When you have directives from 
the board that you have to meet 
[revenue] targets, then you have to 
take the action that will enable you 
or give you the best shot at meeting 
those targets," May said. "But at the 
same time, you have to try not to put 
your coach and your team regularly at 
a disadvantage. ... We have to show 
that we're going to deliver on what 
we said we were going to do." 

Crownover said the board is not 
involved in day-to-day athletic depart-
ment operations. 

"We're supportive of the program, 
and we help finance the progi am, but 
that's where the board [drops] off," 
Crownover said. 'TTiere seems to be 
some sort of misunderstanding that 
somehow we're intimately involved 
in all aspects of the program." 

Despite media and fan perception 
to the contrary, May said the ath-
letic department has the necessary 
resources. 

"We feel that we have the support 
here from the university that we need 
to be successful," May said. 

However, Hatfield began his 
statement in the press conference 
by calling for support. 

"I hope the Rice administration, 
the board, the faculty and all the fans 
will rally around this new opportunity 
and give the current players and the 
future recruits the supi>ort needed to 
be successful in Conference USA," 
Hatfield said. 
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BSA holds forum on issues facing black Rice students 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Black Student Association mem-
bers and other students identified 
Orientation Week, the large number 
of upperclassmen minorities living 
off campus and the small number 
of non-athlete black students at Rice 
as problems the university faces at a 
discussion Tuesday evening. 

BSA President Daniel Anderson 
began the event, entitled "Black Rice 
past, present and future: evaluating 
Rice's responsibility to black students 
and black students ' responsibility to 
the university," by introducing His-
tory Professor Alex Byrd (Sid '90), 
who began by speaking about Rice's 
image in black communities. 

"A good number of black leaders 
have perceptions about Rice that 
are completely at odds with reality," 
Byrd said. "They think Rice is a tough 
place for black people to go because 
it is so expensive and that it is one of 
the most expensive colleges, which 
is at odds with the reality, at least 
[compared to other] private, selec-
tive colleges." 

Turning to matters within in the 
Rice population, Byrd said students 
have always had problems with cer-
tain aspects of the college system. 

"Most of the complaints have to 
do with the way that the colleges tend 
to become what they're explicitly de-
signed not to become," Byrd said. "We 
have colleges because we don't want 
to encourage the type of behavior that 
goes along with selective fraternities 
or sororities." 

Byrd said black students should 
work together to identify the most im-
portant problems at the university. 

"Black students need to take on 
one or two issues, develop a strategy 
for attending to those issues and take 
the responsibility for passing those 
issues on to the s tudents who come 
after them," Byrd said. "There are 
problems that you can identify that 
need to be solved at Rice, but they're 
going to take more than your four or 
five years." 

Black students can continue to 
help Rice after they graduate by giv-
ing money, even if the donations are 
nominal, Byrd said. 

"When the alumni office looks at 
black giving, they need to see high 
percentages," Byrd said. "That shows 
we have a stake in the institution, and 
when you show you have a stake in 

the institution, you're taken very 
seriously." 

Next to address the group, Ander-
son, a Martel College senior, wrote 
"safe space" on the blackboard. 

"When I re turn to campus to 
celebrate my 20th reunion, . . . I hope 
that Rice will be a safe space for black 
people," Anderson said. 

Ander son said h e th inks the 
university 's most significant flaw 
is the exclusiveness of the college 
system. 

'Black students need 
to take on one or 
two issues, develop a 
strategy for attending 
to those issues and take 
the responsibility for 
passing those issues 
on to the students who 
come after them 

— Alex Byrd (Sid ' 9 0 ) 

History professor 

"Especially dur ing O-Week, it 
seems like there are no alternative 
[events] sometimes, and people just 
feel like they're forced to do things," 
Anderson said. 

But one of Rice's most endearing 
aspects, Anderson said, is the sense 
of community among black faculty, 
staff and students. 

"Older black women on campus 
treat me like they're my mom," An-
derson said. "I feel like it's like home 
away from home. . . . They helped me 
find my niche." 

Will Rice College junior Chrystal 
Obi spoke next and began by discuss-
ing why she chose to attend Rice. 

"1 resented the fact that a lot of 
educated black people kind of es-
caped by going to school up north," 
Obi said. "I thought there was a real 
dearth of educated black people here, 
and I wanted to bring about change 
in Houston." 

Obi said Rice has not focused 
enough on issues important to black 
students. 

"At other universities, they have a 

black office that 's closely tied to their 
version of the BSA," Obi said. "We 
have the office of multicultural affairs. 
. . . I think that 's a wonderful thing, 
but it creates a problem because the 
issues of different minority groups 
are different." 

Obi said she and the BSA have not 
adequately raised race-specific issues 
to the general campus population. 

"[In] my year, I think we have two 
non-athlete black males, and that 
creates a problem, because it feels 
like Rice is not willing to accept many 
black male students unless they're 
playing a sport," Obi said. "That's 
probably not the case, but it feels that 
way to me, and I've never actually 
spoken to anyone on the faculty or 
staff about it." 

After the speeches, the 20 people 
in attendance at Sewall Hall discussed 
the issues that had been raised. 

Associate Provost Roland Smith 
said one reason Rice only has one 
office of multicultural affairs is the 
university's small size. Increasing 
the undergraduate population would 
allow additional offices to be created, 
he said. 

However , Smith said h e h a s 
philosophical concerns about having 
a black affairs office, because other 
universities that have one have seen 
decreased interaction between black 
students and other students. 

Baker College senior Nina Mayes 
said she thinks black students can 
help dispel myths about Rice by 
connect ing with s tuden t s at t he 
University of Houston and Texas 
Southern University. 

"Black students at Rice need to 
network with black students at UH 
and TSU," Mayes said. "If black 
students at those universities see we 
are accessible, then the face of elite 
universities will change." 

Will Rice College senior Sean 
Davis said he has often been mistaken 
for a varsity athlete. 

"I can't count the number of times I 
was asked what spor 11 played before I 
was asked my name, like that was my 
ticket into Rice and my sole reason 
for being here," Davis said. 

Much of the discussion focused 
on the col lege sys tem and how 
some black students feel excluded 
because of social cliques or a culture 
of drinking. 

Lovett College junior Kenitra 
Brown said she thinks the college 
system discourages many black stu-
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History Professor Alex Byrd (Sid '90) discusses Rice's image in the black 
community during a forum hosted by the Black Student Association Tuesday. 
During the forum, students identified problems facing black students at Rice 
and identified possible solutions. 

dents from living on campus. 
"If t h e c o l l e g e s y s t e m is a 

problem, then we should b e living 
on c a m p u s t ry ing to fix it," Brown 
said. "But it 's hard when you don' t 
feel welcome." 

Geology graduate student Mark 
Little said he prefers the residential 
system at Harvard University, where 
he was an undergraduate. At Har-
vard, f reshmen form groups with 
their friends, and these groups are 
randomly assigned to houses, which 
include sophomores, juniors and se-
niors. Freshmen live separately. 

Hanszen College senior Cameron 

McGrif f said he has been involved in 
college government, which h e ha s 
enjoyed. McGrif f said h e hopes black 
students at the colleges will follow the 
model of campus Christian groups 
and have smaller, college-centric 
meetings or lunches. 

Martel College President Luis 
Arandia said he hopes black students 
realize they can effect change by 
becoming involved in the college 
system. Arandia, a senior, said he cut 
socials funding this year in attempt 
to reduce the prominence of alcohol 
in events and make the college more 
inclusive. 

On-campus job offers increase 
34 percent more positions available over last year 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER STAFF 

Graduat ing seniors looking for employ-
ment have a good chance of receiving an 
offer this year in the ongoing rec ru i tment 
and in t e rv iew s e a s o n . A s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
economy and r ebound ing job market a re 
r easons for an increase in oppor tuni t ies and 
the most aggress ive round of h i r ings at Rice 
since 2000. 

This fall, 79 companies came to Rice to 
recruit for 101 openings, compared to HI com-
panies with 75 openings last year. On-campus 
interviews and presentat ions increased 14 
percent from last year. 

Career Services Director Cheryl Matherly 
said consulting firms, information technology 
corporations and gas and oil companies recruit 
heavily at Rice. 

"With the economy improving, there are a 
lot of companies that haven't been involved in 
campus recruiting [for a while] now getting 
active again," Matherly said. 

In addition to the increase in recruit-
ing, Matherly said companies are making 
job of fers earlier than they had in the past 
five years. 

"Job of fe rs are s ta r t ing to come pretty 
early," Matherly said. "That was a trend we 
star ted noticing last year when [the economy ] 
s ta r ted picking back up. We s ta r ted hear-
ing about the first round of o f f e r s in the 
middle of October, and we're in [another] 
window now where people are going to start 
hear ing back." 

Matherly said she expects the job market 
lo stay strong and is optimistic about prospects 

for the senior class in the spring. 
"There are jobs, and there are going to 

continue to be [jobs] for those seniors who 
have not accepted a job opportunity or who 
haven't really gotten into the job search yet," 
Matherly said. "We're going to see a lot more 
places come in to recruit in the spring. It's a 
good time to be graduating." 

According to the most recent postgraduate 
sur vey, 48 percent of students plan t< > go directly 
into employment. However, Matherly said this 
percentage does not necessarily reflect t rends 
in the job market. 

"One of the things that I think has been sur-
prising [is that] the number of students going 
to graduate school and the number looking for 
jobs really have not changed that much [from 
year to year]," Matherly said. 

Matherly said s tudents considering going 
onto thejob market should spend time thinking 
about what they really want to do. 

"Just because there are more opportunities 
with certain types of companies and industries 
doesn't mean that [those are) the right jobs for 
everybody," she said. 

Daniel Wu, a Martel College senior ma-
joring in electrical engineering, said he has 
received several job of fers and is pleased 
with both Career Services and the job market 
in general. 

"I think [Career Services] is doing a very 
good job and [has connections with] a lot of 
companies," Wu said. T h e j o b market's looking 
very good right now, especially for engineers. 
... I'd like to see more companies come, but 
one downside is we're such a small school and 
some companies aren't willing to commit the 
resources to come to Rice." 
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Swing for the fences 
A child takes a cut at a wiffleball at the Rice Tailgate Games Nov. 19. The event was 
organized by students in the class KINE 366: Event and Facility Management. The class 
was given $1,000 to plan an event for its end-of-semester project. 



mm* 

THE RICE THRESHER ADVERTISEMENT FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2,2005 

oking for a job for 
next semester? 

• • 

e visit. 
Just fill out this form and bring it to the Thresher 
office on the second floor of the Student Center. 

Name 

College 

Major _ 

Year 

E-mail 

Phone # 

Preferred pizza 

What section(s) are you interested in? 
• News • Photo • A&E • Ads/Business 

• Sports • Opinion • Copy • Backpage 

Briefly describe or list relevant experience. 

Why do you want to work for the Thresher? 
(In 30 words or less.) 
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Rice has great musicians. With a 
top-five-ranked music school, finding 
someone who can sight-read a sonata or 
compose a concerto on a whim has never 
been a problem. But despite the many 
events each week at Alice Pratt Brown 
Hall, Rice does not host rock concerts 
frequently, and many students do not 

get a chance to show off their musical 
talents. 

Enter KTRU and the second annual 
Rice University Battle of the Bands, 
which gave students an opportunity to 
show off their skills to both fans and 
strangers Nov. 19 at the Lovett College 
Undergrounds. Five bands competed 

and Moxie walked away with a brand-
new, bumper-sticker-laden guitar. 
The event left its mark on the Rice 
community as a venue for fresh talent 
to make its debut. The Thresher 
interviewed each of the bands in the 
battle to get a closer look at the 
rock star side of Rice. 

Moxie 
Sid Richardson College 
sophomore Jordan Myska 
Allen|guitar, vocals 
Brown College sophomore Evan 
Davies j guitar, vocals, piano 
Sid sophomore Aaron 
Taffet\bass, vocals 
Brown junior Andy 
Whitten| drums, vocals 

How did you meet? 
JA: It was a dark and stormy Monday 

when Evan, out of the blue, searched 
facebook.com for others with the interest 
"the NBA on NBC song." Naturally, he 
found me. 

After a long game of phone tag we 
ended up at Taco Cabana together, along 
with my roommate Aaron. After this initial 
meeting, we searched relentlessly for a 
drummer, to no avail. 

At this time, Andy was playing d rums 
with another band, Siddharth a.k.a. The-
saurus a.k.a. Hungry Band Eats I.ai la i ' s 
a.k.a. Fat Boy Raids the "Cookie" Factory 
a.k.a. Signal Ridge. 

The majority of this polynombic band 
graduated; fortunately Andy did not. Andy 
and I were casually drinking "stale grape 
juice" from the bottle when it dawned on 
us: Andy was bandless and we were drum-
merless. The rest is Moxie. 

Who are some of your musical influences? 
We pretty much only listen to the NBA 

on NBC song. 
What is your favorite memory with the 
band? 

The night after our very first show, we 
went to Taco Cabana. We had just taken 
first at the 2005 KTRU battle of the bands 
(and a sweet KTRU guitar) and we were so 

Plane of 
Existence 

proud of it — and the car would not lock — 
that we brought it into the dining establish-
ment. Shortly thereafter, the second-place 
band showed up at the restaurant. We fell 
like assholes. 

We decided then and there to change 
our name to "The Doucheb***." 

What is your favorite original song? 
"Don't (Death to Pancakes)" because it 

contains ever-widening circles of meaning. 
Is there anything else you want to tell the 
Thresher? 

Yes. 
Upcoming gigs: 

President's study break, Dec. 4. 

Wiess College sophomore John 
Kehoe|guitar, vocals 
University of Texas sophomore Zach 
Boston | drums 
Texas State University sophomore 
Jason Lockhart|bass 
UT junior Dietrich Schmidt|guitar, vocals 

When did you get together? 
JK: We have been playing together since 

Fall 2001. We all went to the same middle 
and high schools, and since we were all good 
friends before we were bandmates, we have 
been a really cohesive group. 

Who are some of your musical influences? 
My biggest influences personally are Jeff 

Buckley and Nirvana. 
As a group, our biggest influences also 

include the Goo Goo Dolls, A Perfect Circle, 
Muse, the Foo Fighters and Incubus. 

What is your favorite memory with the 
band? 

My personal favorite memory with the 
band was recording our most recent album 
at Lowlight Sound Studios in downtown 
Austin. It was great to just hang out with the 
other guys and our engineer all day long and 
really perfect the songs. 

\ 

Anything else 
you want to tell 

the Thresher? 
In high school, 

we did no t t a k e 
ourselves too seriously and when 1 
told the guys I was going to college 
in Houston, we thought that was 
the end of the band. 

For the first semester it was, 
but over winter break 1 realized it 
would not be that hard to come to 
Austin once a month or so. 

Since then, things have been 
different : We have shared the 
stage with acts like Bob Schneider 
and Monte Montgomery, and our 
music is on iTunes Music Store. 

Upcoming gigs: 
Dec. 4, the pre-game show for 

the U T / D u k e men's basketball 
game at the Frank Erwin Center 
in Austin. 

We will be performing in Hous-
ton again at the Scout Bar sometime 
over winter break, or early in the 
spring semester. 

In general, we play once or twice 
a month, so the best way to keep 
up with us is to join our 
facebook.com group at Rice. 

'<rf% 

Mattie & the Space Commanders 
Will Rice College sophomore Jesse Chanjguitar 
Baker senior Matthew Escarra| drums 
Will Rice senior Ted John|i>ass guitar 
Hanszen College junior Nathan Liang\lead guitar 
Hanszen senior Matthew Rigney|iead vocals, guitar 
Hanszen senior Daniel Wang|guitar 

Little 
Boogie 
2Shoes 
Baker College junior Elliot 
Cole|bass, vocals 
Wiess freshman Danny 
Kamins|baritone sax 
Architecture student Julien 
Jaworski (Baker '05)|drums 

When did your band form? 
EC: las t week. 
DK: You're not supposed tell 

them that! 
EC: Crap. We formed in 1982 in 

East St. Ixtuis. If you haven't heard 
of us yet, it's because we are really 
freaking underground. 

DK: Thank you. 
How did you meet? 

EC: Julien and I a re actually 
cousins. 

JJ: Well, a while back, in a line 

somewhere. Ellis Island. 
DK: I just go to school here. 

What is your favorite original song? 
DK: "Eggs In Dabordik." 
EC: That song sucks. 
JJ: "Get Out Of My House." 
EC: Bo-ring! 
DK: That's all our songs, dude. 

What are your musical 
influences? 

DK: Soul Coughing 
is the obvious one, 
I guess. 

JJ: We don't like 
them, though. We're 
above them. 

EC: True. What 
about Morphine? 

DK: Yeah, people 
will definitely think of 
Morphine. 

JJ: But just because 
of our ins t rumenta-
tion. Our style actually 
goes way back, though, 
to Louis Armstrong and 
the Verve. 

How did you meet? 
ME: Dive at first sight. 

Who are some of your musical influences? 
Delirious?, Switchfoot, Matt Redman, Lifehouse, U2, Goo 

Goo Dolls, Dream Theater, Anberlin 
What is your favorite original song? 

"Separated." Hie song is light, but the words are heavy. 
This song takes on a different personal meaning for each 
one of us. 

Resultsoftheshow:Moxietookfirst,Planeof Existence 
came in second and Little Boogie 2Shoes walked away 
with third. The Thresher contacted each of the bands for 
an interview; Team Awesome declined to comment. 

clockwise from top 
The first-place trophy: an electric guitar 

covered in KTRU bumper stickers 
UT junior Dietrich Schmidt sticks his tongue out 

at a bandmate during "Escape." 
The KTRU-bot poses as one of three judges for 

the evening. 
Little Goodie 2Shoes mellows out the crowd 

with jazzy instrumental and eccentric 
costumes. 

Sid Richardson College sophomore Jordan 
Allen clutches his guitar as he plays a 
harmonica solo during "Existential Funk." 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 
HOUSTON THROUGH 
DECEMBER 16, 

2005. 

EDITORS 
p i c k s 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

? 1 

I ALWAYS 
WANTED TO BE 
ATENENBAUM 

Wes Anderson's sprawl-

ing ensemble comedy 

The Royal Tenenbaums 

is this week's midnight 

movie. 

Tonight and tomorrow at. 

midnight. 

The River Oaks. 

2009 West Gray. 

Please call 

(713) 866-8881 for 

more information. 

d e c . 1 0 

VIDEO 1, 2, 3 

Student visual instal-

lation work will be on 

display along with the 

openings of exhibits 

I Love You Baby Office 

Party and artist Mlchele 

Monseau's Meet and 

Greet Welcome Pot Luck. 

Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. 

Commerce Street Artist 

Warehouse. 

2315 Commerce St. 

d e c . 11 

OUT OF THE 
SHADOW 

Bay area indie rock group 

Rogue Wave plays with 

Mazarin and 

The Red and White. 

Dec. 11. The Proletariat. 

903 Richmond. Please 

call (713) 523-1199 for 

more information. 
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'Flux' transforms Theron into futuristic action hero 
Jonathan Schumann 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The last time an actress really 
wowed audiences in a skin-tight 
super-vixen costume, a Democrat 
occupied the White House, Britney 
Spears was in elementary school 
and Madonna gave in terv iews 
without the slightest hint of a Brit-
ish accent. 

That was 1992, when Michel le 
Pfeiffer achieved iconic s ta tus as 
the c inemat ic incarnat ion of DC 
Comics ' f e m m e fatale Catwoman 
in Tim Bur ton ' s Batman Returns. 
And al though o the r ac t r e s se s have 
a t tempted to set the sc reen ablaze 
whi le b r ing ing two-dimens iona l 
s u p e r h e r o e s to life ( think Halle 
B e r r y in both X-Men f d m s and 
h e r own i l l -fai ted Catwoman), 
Char l ize T h e r o n ' s p e r f o r m a n c e 
in Aeon Flux h a s been the first to 
r ise to the s tandard Pfe i f fer set . 
T h e film, an on-screen adaptat ion 
of Pete C h u n g ' s animated MTV 
s e r i e s f r o m Girlfight d i r e c t o r 
Karyn Kusama, gives h e r good 
g roundwork , too. 

Since playing Keanu Reeves ' 
t e r r i f ied S o u t h e r n b r ide in the 
bloated Satanic thriller The Devil's 
Advocate, Toby Maguire 's girlfriend 
in The Cider House Rules and Matt 
Damon's love interest in the sopo-
rific The legend of Bagger Vance, 
Theron has graduated f rom arm 
candy to full-fledged Hollywood star. 
She took home an Oscar for her 
searing portrayal of real-life serial 
killer Aileen Wournos in Monster 
two years ago. This fall, she proved 
that performance was no fluke with 
her endearing portrait of a woman 
battling sexual harassment in a Min-
nesota coal mine in North Country. 
While Country is just the type of film 
that wins actresses Oscars—pundi ts 
expect Theron to nab a nomination 
— she said awards-baiting is not a 
factor when choosing a role. 

BROADWAY BOUND 

"Given an Oscar or no Oscar, for 
me as an actor the most important 
thing has just been to be true to 
myself and to do work that really 
means something to me—whether 
it has a social message or whether 
it is just an entertaining film," 
she said. 

Aeon Flux, a slick, action-driven 
spectacle, probably falls into the 
lat ter ca tegory. T h e r o n s t a r s in 
the title role of a myster ious rebel 
assassin who sets out to over turn 
a cor rupt government . And even 
though the film takes place 400 
years in the future, Theron said 
it still presents issues relevant to 
today's audier es. 

"I think she was very much a 
woman conflicted in the same way I 
think a lot of women are," she said. 
"And yet you know the story takes 
place 400 years in the future and her 
circumstances are very different." 

It may be easy to b r u s h off the 
film as just ano ther in a ser ies of 
superhero adaptat ions. Last year 
alone, audiences saw Rober t Rodri-
guez bring Frank Miller 's Sin City 
to the screen, as well as a financially 
successful but critically s lammed 
Fantastic Four f\\m adaptation. Next 
year, X-Men director Bryan Singer 
will bring the man of steel back to 
the screen in Superman Returns. 

While Theron sees Flux as a 
thrilling action film with impressive 
technical merits and CGI effects, 
she also sees Aeon as a politically 
compelling character. 

"Aeon is that q u i n t e s s e n t i a l 
character who stands up against the 
government and does not give in and 
does not live in a gilded cage and 
[does not just stay] quiet," Theron 
said. "She believes in the freedom of 
speech and individual rights The 
whole film is really about question-
ing your government and I think ... 
the majority of America is doing that 
right now." 

SV RICE GALLERY 

Charlize Theron stars a futuristic assassin in Karyn Kusama's Aeon Flux. 

In addition to being seen in the-
aters in North Country and Aeon Flux, 
which opens today, Theron has been 
on the small screen in a recurring 
role on the just-cancelled Arrested 
Development. She said Monster di-
rector Patty Jenkins, who directed 
a few episodes in the show's second 
season, connected her with Arrested 
creator Mitchell Hurwitz. 

"We were having dinner and I was 

like 'Oh,' because I really loved the 
show," Theron said. "It is one of the 
few things on television that I think 
is just written so well. I said to her. 
'Oh my God, will you please tell them 
I am a huge fan and I would love to 
do anything with them?'" 

This fall, Theron played a five-
episode arc as Rita, the British love 
interest of Michael Bluth (Jason 
Bateman). 

'Rent' proves some stories should stick to stage 
Evan Mintz 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With Thanksgiving gone, movie 
theaters now enter the inescapable 
season of holiday flicks. Enter Rent, 
a New-Year's-centric film adaptation 
of the popular Broadway play by 
Jonathan Larson, which is based 
on the Puccini opera Im Boheme. 
For those who have not seen the 
Pulitzer- and Tony-winning musical 
during its past decade on stage. Rent 
portrays the lives of friends living 
in New York City during the early 
1990s — kind of like Friends, but 
everyone has AIDS instead of a job, 
is a smack addict and cannot ever 
afford the oppressively overdue rent. 
The musical was revolutionary in its 
raw treatment of such controversial 
issues, as well as its presentation as 
a rock operetta. 

Unfor tunate ly , d i rec tor Chr i s 
Columbus should have left it on the 
stage, given his 525,600 missteps 
in making this Frankenstein of a 
cinematic adaptation. 

.Anthony Rapp plays Mark, the 
filmmaker struggling to make that 
perfect movie even at the expense 
of a job. His roommate Roger (the 
Broadway Rent's Adam Pascal) is 
a former rock star recovering from 
recreational drugs, coping with HIV 

and trying to write 
one per fec t song 
to leave a mark on 
the world before 
AIDS kills him. But 
darn it. that seduc-
tively sensual coke 
f i e n d , HIV-posi -
tive stripper Mimi 
(Sin City's Rosario 
Dawson) who lives 
downstairs, keeps 
in t e r rup t ing with 
tempting offers. 

Meanwhile. Mark's ex-girlfriend 
Maureen (the Broadway Rent's Idina 
Menzel) tries to protect homeless 
people from Mark and Roger'syuppie 
ex-roommate Benny (Fquilibrium's 
Taye Diggs) by protesting neighbor-
hood development with performance 
art. Maureen dates Joanne (Trade 
Thorns), a civil rights lawyer and 
the only employed bohemian in the 
cast — besides Tom Collins (Jesse 
L. Martin from "I>aw and Order"), a 
computer science teaching assistant 
who has recently quit his day job 
and who makes money by hacking 
into ATMs. 

This whiny crop of characters 
who refuse to grow up and get jobs 
reaps a mediocre response at best 
from moviegoers, in contrast with the 
intense affection they sowed in many 
theater patrons. The change most 
likely results from the difference 
in the story's venue: people accept 
over-the-top, absurd and unrealistic 
si tuations in Broadway musicals 
much more readily than they do in 
film. And besides, singing actors look 
preposterous when telephoto lenses 
show their faces up close. Columbus' 
unnecessary scene cuts and skewed 
camera angles only detract fur ther 
from the film's musical appeal. 

To top it off, the highly specialized, 
technical sound-mixing spin doctors 
added their own blunders to the heap. 
At times, Larson's exquisite lyrics are 
barely audible over the supposedly 
background electric guitar, and even 
the cast's lip sync seems to be off. 
This fault seems rather odd given 
that most of the actors are from the 
original stage production and should 
at least be singing their own parts 
in line with their mouth movements 
on screen. 

Despi te ba lance and syncing 
difficulties, the songs from Rent are 

COURTESY COLUMBIA PICTURES 

Rosario Dawson stars as Mimi in director Chris Columbus' film adaptation of the 
Broadway musical Rent. 

golden, as any theater buff can attest. 
Unfortunately, Columbus and the 
film's producers simply do not have 
the necessary scenery to make the 
showy musical numbers really shine. 
The opening "Rent" and "Tango 
Maureen" are the only songs that 
are appropriately over the top, but 
jumping camera angles keep them 
from developing completely and fully 
ruin "La Vie Boheme," which could 
have used a few more rehearsals 
and a lot more inspiration. One song 
was entirely unsalvageable: "Over 
the Moon," with the insufferable 
Maureen, should be launched into 
low earth orbit. 

Some individual scenes are well 
done, but these are merely rented 
from an evasive landlord of genius 
for whom Columbus has been a 
poor tenant. Sure, individual char-
acters ' romances are well-played 
and en ter ta in ing — they almost 
have to be, since most of the actors 
were cast directly from the same 
Broadway roles - but a musical 
is supposed to be about style and 
panache in addition to the necessary 
love, fr iendship and eventual death 
or wedding. T r u e Rent fans should 
enjoy this film adaptation, but only 
if they do not throw up at some of 
the ha r she r butchering. 
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Owls defeat Prairie View A&M 
Rice to host Utah tomorrow at 3 p.m., plays No. 2 Texas Monday 

by Chris Pasich 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Behind career-best performances from 
senior forward J.R. Harrison and redshirt 
freshman guard Rodney Foster and 15 points 
from senior forward Jamaal Moore, the men's 
basketball team defeated Prairie View A&M 
University 67-58 Tuesday at Autry Court. 

Rice now faces perennially strong Utah 
University Saturday before a game against 
second-ranked University of Texas at the 
Toyota Center Monday. Free student tickets 
for the UT game are available at the Rice ticket 
office in Autry Court until Friday. 

'You look at [freshman guard] 
Cory [Pflieger] and you don yt 
expect to get those kinds of 
things out of him, but he gives 
you a lot of intangibles.' 

— Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) 
Head men's basketball coach 

The Panthers (1-2) led only once early in the 
game, but played tenacious defense throughout 
the contest to stay within striking distance until 
the end of the game, when the Owls pulled 
away. Rice (2-3) shot 50 percent from the field 
and from the three-point line and held Prairie 
View A&M to only 38 percent shooting. 

"We came out early and seized control of the 
game and really did a good job of dictating the 
tempo,"head coach Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) 
said. 'They wanted to hurry us up with their 
press, but I felt like we did a really good job of 
handling it, staying within ourselves and not 

getting too anxious." 
Harrison had a double-double for the Owls 

with 11 points and a career-high 14 rebounds. 
He was the team's leading rebounder, and he 
said he focused on pounding the boards com-
ing into the game. 

'That 's been the emphasis in practice 
— just box out and try to get rebounds," Har-
rison said. 

Harrison and sophomore forward Patrick 
Britton controlled the paint on offense for most 
of the night, posting up and getting good looks 
on multiple possessions. They both had solid 
nights on the defensive end as well. Britton 
complemented Harrison'sreboundingwith four 
blocks, multiple altered shots and an overall 
presence on defense until he picked up his 
fourth foul late in the game. 

"[Britton] got his hands on some balls, 
catching things a lot for us, and had a couple of 
tip-ins," Wilson said. "He looks like he's starting 
to mature as a basketball player — playing up 
above the rim, running and jumping and just 
showing a lot of bounce. Now he's able to do 
it close to 30 minutes a night." 

Rice played good defense, forcing 16 
turnovers, grabbing 6 steals and blocking 6 
of the Panthers' shots, but also had solid of-
fensive play against an aggressive defense. 
Foster scored a career-high 10 points off the 
bench and contributed valuable minutes in a 
fast-paced game. 

'Hie Owls were constantly under pressure 
from Prairie View A&M's trapping and press-
ing defense but only had 15 turnovers. Rice's 
guards were successful in breaking down the 
Panther defense and finding the open player for 
most of the night, and freshmen guards Cory 
Pllieger and Foster consistently helped junior 
guard I>orenzo Williams break the press. 

" [Their defense was J tough, and as the game 
goes on it gets more challenging," Wilson said. 
"You combine pressure defense with a couple 

P " 

CHLOE FRANKLIN/THRESHER 

J.R. Harrison attempts a jump shot in Rice's 87-75 win over New Mexico Highlands Nov. 22. The 
Owls will host Utah tomorrow at 3 p.m. at Autry Court and will play No. 2 Texas at the Toyota 
Center on Monday. Students can pick up free tickets to the UT game at Autry Court until Friday. 

of shots that go down on their behalf, and all 
of a sudden you get tight and a little bit tenta-
tive. 1 thought we did a good job of not falling 
into that [trap]. They cut the lead to five at one 
point, but we didn't panic." 

Pllieger started for the Owls in place of 
junior guard Morris Almond and responded 
by shooting 2-4 on three-pointers and hitting 

both his free throws. He also had two steals 
and contributed valuable minutes on defense 
in his first start. 

"He just plays with a little bit of spunk and 
spirit," Wilson said. "A great example was the 
offensive rebound he had early in the ballgame. 
You look at Cory and you don't expect to get 

See BASKETBALL, page 16 

Volleyball falls at Notre 
Dame, finishes year 17-12 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The volleyball season ended 
last weekend with two losses to 
top-10 teams at the Irish Thanks-
giving Invitational in South Bend, 
Ind. Rice finished the season with 
a 17-12 record. 

"I talked with the younger 
players about using this tourna-
ment as a stepping stone for the 
years to come," head coach Genny 
Volpe said. "This is the level that 
we want to be at in the future. [I 
told them] to take a good look at 
these teams, and realize that we're 
going to be there one day and not 
settle for anything less." 

Rice's quest to advance to the 
NCAA tournament for the second 
straight season was foiled by an 
upset-minded Tulane University 
(5-16) in the first round of the 
Conference USA tournament 
Nov. 17at Autry Court. The Green 
Wave, which was displaced after 
Hurricane Katrina, put its best 
foot forward against the host and 
sixth-seeded Owls. The teams 

split the first four games, and 
the fifth game started with two 
teams trading points. But Tulane 
grabbed the upper hand with a 4-0 
rally to steal Rice's momentum 
and went on to win 15-13. The 
1 lth-seeded Green Wave would 
go on to upset 3rd-seeded Tulsa 
in the second round before falling 
to the University of Houston in 
the semifinals. 

"[Tulane's] record doesn't re-
ally indicate how good of a team 
they are," Volpe said. "At the end 
of the year, they all came together. 
Sara Radosevic was amazing. She 
was a big key for them." 

Radosevic, the C-USA fresh-
man of the year, had a match-high 
26 kills for Tulane against Rice. 
Star freshman outside hitter 
Karyn Morgan tallied a career-
high 24 kills to lead the Owls, 
and junior middle blocker Tessa 
Kuykendall had 20 kills. 

The Owls were hampered by 
an injury to senior outside hitter 
Olaya Pazo. Pazo made brief ap-
pearances late in the match but 

See VOIJJiYBALL page 17 

Football loses to Houston, ends season 1-10 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRESHER STAFF 

The football team fell to arch-nem-
esis University of Houston 35-18 at 
Robertson Stadium Saturday to end 
its final season under head coach Ken 
Hatfield. (See story, page 1.) 

Rice (1-10, 1-7 Conference USA) 
finished its worst season since 1988's 
0-11 campaign, while UH (6-5, 4-3) 
became bowl eligible and retook the 
Bayou Bucket with the win. 

' What makes me feel 
better is that I don V 
regret anything. I put 
my heart and soul and 
everything into it, so I 
don 'r feel bad at all.' 

— John Syptak 
Senior defensive end 

The Owls jumped out to an early 
10-0 lead on the strength of a 10-
yard Quinton Smith run in the first 
quarter and was driving for a second 
touchdown in the second quarter 

when sophomore fullback John Wall 
fumbled on the Cougar two-yard 
line. UH drove the ball 98 yards for a 
score and added another touchdown 
before halftime to take a 14-10 lead 
into the break. 

"If it's 17-0 and we're up three 
scores, it changes the complexion of 
the whole ball game," Hatfield said. 
"They've got to score three times 
then.... As it is, we're on the one, we 
don't hold them [and that] let them 
back in the game." 

The Cougars added two more 
touchdowns in the third quarter to 
make the score 28-10. But freshman 
quarterback Chase Clement then 
led the Owls on an 80-yard drive, 
capped by a 51-yard touchdown pass 
to freshman receiver Jarett I )illard. A 
two-point conversion pass to junior re-
ceiver Andy Hall brought Rice within 
10, but the Owls would get no closer 
before UH added a final touchdown 
to secure the victory. 

"I'm very disappointed," sopho-
more quarterback Joel Armstrong 
said. "It seems like the way we played 
is the same story week in and week 
out. We improved in some aspects, 
but overall, as a team, we still had the 
same downfalls we had all year." 

Smith led the Rice rushing attack 
with 112 yards and a touchdown on 
just 14 carries — for an average of 

eight yards per carry — while I )illard 
had six of Rice's eight receptions and 
96 of its 110 receiving yards. Smith 
finished the season with 902 rush-
ing yards, including five 100-yard 
games, and the llth-best rushing 
total in Owl history. His 6.4 yards 
per carry average were the best in 
C-USA and 13th-best in Division I-A. 
Dillard ended the season with 35 
catches for 524 yards — both highs 
for a Rice receiver under Hatfield 
— and five touchdowns. 

Senior defensive end John Syptak 
ended his career by recording a 
team-high 11 tackles and a sack. The 
sack was the 16th in his career and 
his 38th tackle for loss, leaving him 
third all-time at Rice in both catego-
ries. Syptak and the nine other Owl 
seniorsended their Rice careers with 
a combined 13-32 record. 

"What makes me feel better is 
that I don't regret anything," Syptak 
said. "I put my heart and soul and 
everything into it, so I don't feel 
bad at all." 

ITie UH defeat ended a season that 
began with eight consecutive losses. 
Although the defense improved 
throughout the season — allowing 
at least 40 points in its first six games 
and less than 40 in ils last five — Rice 
still allowed the second most points 

See FOOTBALL page 17 

W L 0 0 K - THE W E E K IN S P O R T S 

Friday 12 /2 7 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. Davidson (Autry Court) 

Saturday 1 2 / 3 3 p.m. Swimming at Texas A&M (College Station) 
3 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. Utah (Autry Court) 
TBA Women's Basketball (Autry Court) 

Gene Hackerman Invitational — Ow/s vs. La. Tech/UTSA 

Monday 12 /5 7 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. UT (Toyota Center) 

BY THE NUMBERS 
Former Rice head coach Ken Hatfield currently has 

168 
wins in his coaching career, which was the fifth most among active Division 1A 
coaches. Hatfield resigned on Wednesday after 12 years at Rice. 

[ 
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Thinking outside the box 

New football coach should infuse program 

Nathan 
Bledsoe 

Rice football is at a major cross-
roads. The person the university 
brings in to replace the recently de-
par ted Ken Hatfield 
symbolizes much more 
than a routine hiring. 
The new coach will 
show the direction the 
university desi res to 
take its program. 

T h e r u m o r mills 
and fan Web sites have 
been c h u r n i n g with 
talk of R.C. Slocum, 
former head coach at 
Texas A&M University, 
coming in to steer the 
Owls to success. But as a loyal and 
knowledgeable fan, I do not believe a 
well-respected candidate who is past 
his prime is the appropriate hire. 

Rice is an unorthodox 

place for a Division I-A 

football team, and to 

win in our situation, a 

coach must be willing 

to do things differently. 

Those of you familiar with foot-
ball history may recall that, similar 
to Slocum, Ken Hatfield was an 
established football coach who let 
a big program (Clemson) slip into 
mediocrity. Ken Hatfield's 168 ca-
reer wins — which were lifth-most 
among Division I-A coaches when 
he resigned — attest to the fact 
that while he may not have fit Rice 
well, he was a good football coach. 

Hiring an elder statesman held in 
high esteem by the coaching com-
munity for his past achievements 

does bring stability, but 
it probably does not bring 
success. 

Rice is an unorthodox 
place for a Division I-A 
football team, and to win in 
our situation, a coach must 
be willing to do things dif-
ferently. Hatfield was an ex-
perienced coach faced with 
a game th it has changed at 
a pace he was not able to 
keep up with, and an older 
coach could be faced with 

the same issues next season. 
Instead, Rice should pursue one 

of two paths in assembling its next 
coaching staff, and these options are 
not mutually exclusive. Hireayoung, 
promising assistant from one of the 
high-octane passing circuses, or take 
the gamble frowned upon by many 
football minds and mine the high 
school ranks for the best head coach 
in Texas. College football fans are 
eternally leery of hiring a head coach 
straight from a high school. Often, 
this process has yielded disastrous 
results, but Ihis has not always been 
the case. Art Briles, former state 
championship winner at Stephen-
ville High School, has won at the 
University of Houston; his Cougars 
are bowl-eligible this year. 

A high school coach from a 
proven Texas program would bring 
a commitment to winning and a 
deep understanding of the mindset 
of incoming players from Texas. 
Furthermore, the social network 
among high school coaches in Texas 
is exceedingly intricate, and the re-
cruiting benefits of having a coach in 

touch with the big-time high school 
coaches cannot be underestimated. 
Texas has some of the strongest 
high school football programs in the 
country, and a coach who is familiar 
with them would know where to go to 
find some of the lesser-known talents 
that major college programs always 
seem to find. 

The lower-risk option for the 
Owls would be to hire an offensive 
coordinator or rising assistant from 
somewhere likeTexas Tech. Hiringa 
coordinator would give Rice someone 
in tune with the college game, and 
would prevent the university from 
having to go head-to-head with the big 
names to compete for an established 
head coach. 

The biggest problem with hiring a 
young assistant is that once he starts 
winning, he will probably leave Rice 
for more money and a bigger school. 
'Iherefore, Rice would have to offer 
a contract for a larger-than-desirable 
sum to give the coach a reason to 
stay. But with the renewed dedication 
to Division I-A after the McKinsey 
Report in 2004, it would be refresh-
ing to see a proportional financial 
commitment 

The ultimate solution would 
be a young head coach from the 
college ranks paired with one, or 
two, coordinators from Texas high 
schools. ' Ihe recruiting benefit of 
having coaches on staff from state 
high schools is paramount. And the 
excitement and desire to succeed of 
a vibrant young head coach could 
create a fantastic football atmosphere 
at Rice that would help re-establish a 
winning tradition. 

Nathan Bledsoe is a I/wett College 
freshman. 

A look ahead 

Men's basketball has much room to grow 

Stephen 
Whitfield 

With all of the focus centering on 
the disappointing football season, 
it's easy to forget that our basketball 
teams actually began playing two 
weeks ago. Yes, it is that time of the 
year for the sports fan, the time when 
basketball dominates 
the national landscape. 
Of course, most college 
basketball fans would 
say the season does not 
begin in earnest until 
February, when teams 
are deep into their con-
ference schedules. But 
it is still never too early 
to start evaluating our 
performance. 

The women's bas-
ketball team will play its 
second home game of 
the season tonight against Davidson 
as part of the Gene Hackerman Invi-
tational. Rice is coming off a Western 
Athletic Conference championship, 
and with the primary core of that 
team still in place, the Owls should 
be in the hunt for a championship in 
Conference USA this year, provided 
they don't lose any more players to 
injury — two are already out for the 
season. 

The more intriguing story defi-
nitely lies with the men's basketball 
team. I-ast season. Rice lost in the 
semifinals of the WAC tournament 
and earned a berth in the National 
Invitation Tournament. But the three 
seniors who led last year's team 
— Michael Harris (Wiess'05),Jason 
McKrieth and Brock Gillespie—are 
gone, and now we have an interesting 
mix of youth and experience on the 
court. Rice has four true freshmen, 
three redshirt freshmen and two 
sophomores on the roster, but the 
starting lineup still includes two 
seniors and a junior. 

A roster like Rice's requires a little 
bit of patience from fans. The Owls 
have only been playing for a couple 
of weeks, and two weeks certainly 
do not make a season in any sport. 

especially for a young team just get-
ting acquainted with each other. It's 
going to take some time for the Owls 
to round into form, and even then, 
they probably will not be as good as 
they've been in recent years. 

Given Rice's situation, 
one might think a 12-point 
win in the home opener 
would make an Owl fan 
feel ecstatic. Heck, if our 
football team beat some 
Division 11 opponent by 12, 
there would be rioting in 
the streets (or maybe not). 
With tough games against 
Oregon and UT looming 
on the schedule, an easy 
victory should have been 
a great confidence booster. 
But on this night, I was not 

feeling so happy. 

A roster like Rice's 

requires a little bit of 

patience from fans. The 

Owls have only been 

playing for a couple of 

weeks, and two weeks 

certainly do not make a 

season in any sport. 

You see, we beat New Mexico 
Highlands University, a Division 
II school that has gone 21-38 over 
the last two-plus seasons. The head 
coach of those mighty Cowboys, 
Greg Berry, has previously served 
as the head coach for Athletes in Ac-
tion — one of those semi-pro teams 
that major college programs demol-
ish in their pre-seasongames—and 
as Softball coach at New Mexico 
State University. Clearly, we were 

not playing a national powerhouse 
like Duke or Connecticut. 

N.M. Highlands lived up to its 
reputation against the Owls, at 
least in the first half. Besides seem-
ingly not having a player taller than 
6-feet-5, the Cowboys made some 
of the most hor rendous decisions 
I have ever seen. Passes were fly-
ing all over the place. N.M. High-
lands could not shoot to save their 
lives for most of the game. Their 
defensive lapses were a sight on 
their own. I could have probably 
gathered four other people from 
the crowd to play the Cowboys and 
beaten them by 5-10 points. 

And yet, despite the Cowboys' 
appalling per formance, they played a 
relatively competitive game through-
out. Sure, Rice took a 22-point lead 
midway through the second half, but 
then something weird happened. 
N.M. Highlands suddenly started 
hitting shots. The Owls' inability to 
box out on missed shots may not 
have mattered in the first half, but in 
the second half the Cowboys started 
rebounding and getting second-
chance points. 

Rice's defense got lazy, and soon 
that 22-point lead was down to 10 
points with two minutes remaining. 
In the end, N.M. Highlands dug 
itself too deep a hole. The Cowboys 
shot 53 percent from the field in the 
second half, but they were fighting 
too great of an uphill battle to actually 
win the game. 

I was disappointed by this lapse, 
but the game against N.M. Highlands 
was not an indication of a terrible 
future for Rice men's basketball/Hie 
freshmen look really good, and they 
should only get better as the season 
progresses. Patience is a virtue, as 
the old adage goes. And by the end 
of winter break, I suspect Owl fans 
will be very virtuous, indeed. 

Stephen Whitfield is a Sid Richard-
son College sophomore and co-sports 
editor. 

Trouble in Owland 

Everyone must share 
blame for athletic problems 

Matt 
McCabe 

Recently, Houston Chronicle 
writer MK Bower, who covers 
Rice athletics, wrote a short piece 
asking the Rice student body to 
back their fellow classmates by 
go ing to a th le t ic 
events, particularly 
senior days, citing 
the dismally attend-
ed Nov. 19 football 
game against Cen-
tral Florida ("8,267 
— write it down, 

remember it, add to 
it," Nov. 22). After 
an impromptu con-
versation with Bow-
er, I must advocate 
the same stance in 
some respects. 

The truth of the matter is that 
varsity sports at Rice are a mixed 
bag of tricks. There are many 
reasons for the inadequacies of 
the program. There are many 
different groups of people to be 
blamed here and many issues that 
contribute to the roadblocks the 
program confronts. There is no 
one root to the problem. 

To begin, the administration has 
an obvious stake in the program. 
Ihose who believe the athletic pro 
gram is solely under the control of 
Athletic Director Bobby May (Will 
Rice '65), you are misled. 

To say that the athletic pro-
gram is hindered by the Board 
of Trustees would be an under-
statement. 

If the administration and the 
Board of Trustees want to run the 
athletic program into the ground, 
they can continue doing what they 
are — pinching the athletics bud-
get. Few universities in Division 
I-A net a profit from their athletic 
programs. In fact, the vast majority 
of schools plan on a small athlet-
ics deficit. Rice boasted the best 
athletic program in the Western 
Athletic Conference in its last two 
seasons in the conference. Sure, 
this is Texas and football is king, 
but in the grand scheme of things, 
Rice is an exceptional school for 
athletics considering its size and 
recruiting hindrances, such as 
admissions standards and the four 
Big 12 schools in Texas. 

If the administra-

tion and the Board of 

Trustees want to run 

the athletic 

program into the 

ground, they can 

continue... pinching 

the athletics budget. 

While discussing the student 
body, I must also discuss two is-
sues that can often be overlooked, 
but are certainly not negligible. I 
attended high school in Wichita 

Falls, Texas at a school 
with a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
equal numbers of black 
and whi te s t u d e n t s . 
Obviously, this is not 
true at Rice. I find the 
mere thought of racism 
at such an educated 
and advanced campus 
as Rice to be ridiculous, 
but it is difficult to ignore 
that some sports teams 
consis t ing of mostly 
black athletes receive 
lower student support 

than those that do not. Need an ex-
ample? Consider two conference 
champions: soccer and women's 
basketball. 

If there is any element of this 
racism on campus, I suggest you 
get over yourself and realize that 
our ability to respect all cultures 
and viewpoints is one aspect of 
Rice culture that makes our uni-
versity great. 

It's much more fun 

to attend a sporting 

event if you know a 

few of the athletes on 

the court, regardless 

of the final outcome of 

the game. 

Second, the s tudent body 
shares blame as well. It is under-
standable that many Rice students 
are not the most sports-friendly 
individuals, cons ider ing that 
many of them spend their lives 
cooped up in a lab or confined 
to the library. However, for that 
faction that does enjoy sports, I 
appeal to you to make an effort 
not only to go out and support our 
fellow student-athletes, but also 
to reach out and include them in 
the college system. Much of the 
barrier between s tudents and 
student-athletes lies in athletes' 
clear avoidance of the college sys-
tem. If a general rapport between 
students and the student-athletes 
would develop in the colleges, that 
would be a definite step in the right 
direction. 

And, it is also extremely sad 
that the only way Rice can get 
g rea te r support from its stu-
dent body is for the game to be 
televised or for food to be given 
away. Students should make use 
of the athletic fee they pay every 
year. It's time to revive the art 
of homefield advantage at Rice 
University, and it s tar ts with the 
students. 

Third, athletes are also at fault 
for our attendance difficulties. 
With rigorous practice schedules, 
set by their coaches, that often 
run through the scheduled meal 
times at the colleges, it is difficult 
for Rice's student-athletes to plug 
themselves into their respective 
colleges, especially given practice 
conflicts with O-Week. Many ath-
letes move off-campus after their 
first year. If athletes would give 
on-cainpus life more of a chance, it 
would create agreat support group 
for their sport from their peers at 
the residential colleges. In other 
words, athletes must seek involve-
ment in their respective colleges in 
order to gain the respect of their 
student peers. It's much more 
fun to attend a sporting event if 
you know a few of the athletes on 
the court, regardless of the final 
outcome of the game. 

Bower was right. It is unfair to 
all individuals involved that very 
few students attended the last 
home game of a group of seniors 
that has ground out a football 
season that was. no doubt, as 
painful for them as anybody. In 
reference to all of the criticism 
from within the university and 
from outside sources, put up or 
shut up! It's time to look inward 
and evaluate what you've done 
lately to fix the above problems 
and those problems that you 
personally may have. 

Matt McCabe is a Will Rice College 
sophomore and co-sports editor. 
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those kinds of things out of him, but 
he gives you a lot of intangibles." 

Despite the win, the Owls have 
much room for improvement. Rice 
shot just 59 percent from the free-
throw line and the Owls were out-
rebounded 36-33 by the smaller 
Panther lineup. 

"When our offensive woes have 
kicked in, it's largely because we 
get away from what we do," Willis 
said. "We haven't been consistently 
staying within our system. We've 
had an emotional letdown on the 
defensive side, so we don't have 
as much energy on the offensive 
side. That's been very much the 
case this year, [but] I thought to-

night we were a lot more consistent 
throughout." 

Before Thanksgiving, the Owls 
lost at Marquette 82-65 Nov. 18 and 
against IUPUI 58-56 Nov. 19, both 
in the Blue and Gold Classic, before 
defeating New Mexico Highlands 87-
75 at Autry Court Nov. 22. The Owls 
then traveled to Oregon, where they 
lost 84-60 Nov. 26. 

The Owls have non-conference 
games against Palm Beach Atlantic, 
Texas Southern, Yale,and Princeton 
at home and games at Arkansas and 
Murray State over winter break. Rice 
opens Conference USA play against 
cross-town rival UH at Autry Court 
Jan. 11. 

PRESIDENT'S CUP UPDATE 
The President's Cup Standings 
(freshmen sports and powderpuff not included) 
1. Hanszen 12 points 
1. Will Rice 12 points 
3. GSA 10 points 
4. Brown 7 points 
4. Sid Richardson 7 points 
7. Martel 6 points 
7. Jones 5 points 
8. Lovett 3 points 
9. Baker 1 point 
10. Wiess 0 points 

(freshmen sports and powderpuff included) 
1. Will Rice 17 points 
2.Jones 15 points 
2. Sid 15 points 
4. Hanszen 12 points 
5. Martel 10 points 
5. GSA 10 points 
7. Brown 7 points 
8. Lovett 3 points 
8. Wiess 3 points 
10. Baker 1 point 

Sport Winner 2nd Place 
freshman Basketball Jones Sid 
Women's Basketball Sid Will Rice 
Billiards Hanszen GSA 
Cross Country Meet Will Rice Brown 
Freshman Flag Football Will Rice Jones 
Powderpuff Football Sid Jones 
Men's Swim Meet Martel Lovett/Hanszen 
Women's Swim Meet Hanszen Jones 
Coed Ultimate Frisbee GSA Brown 

Scoring 
Each college gets four points for a first-place finish in a sport, three 
points for a second-place finish, two points for a third-place finish and 
one point for a fourth-place finish 

Perspectives 
On The World Christian Movement 

A 15-week course that will challenge you to determine and 
engage in Sod's activity for your life according to His purpose! 
His purpose - to redeem a people from every tribe, tongue, and 
nation for the glory of His name1 

For 30 years, Perspectives has changed the lives of more than 
60,000 alumni through insightful Bible study and weekly lectures 
by some of todays most dynamic and influential leaders in Bible 
study and evangelistic strategy 

Perspectives is a course of vision - a vision that mobilizes and 
equips the people of God to live a life of passion and purpose as 
Jesus did. Perspectives is definitely a course to motivate 
students toward career missions among unreached peoples and 
thereby help them link their lives in strategic obedience to 
Christ. The goal of Perspectives is to give each student a 
practical vision of a lifestyle and life plan that will glorify God 
and contribute to Sod's global purpose of world evangelization. 

Are you ready to discover your role in God's global vision? 

Houston First Baptist Church Houston Second Baptist Church 
Wednesdays: Jan 11- May 10 Tuesdays January 10 - May 9 

6:30 m the Green Room 6:30 Room 4112 

Course offered at two churches in North Houston as well. 

www.nersncctives.com 

Owls beat then-No. 13 Texas Tech 73-70 
Rice hosts Davidson, La. Tech, UTSA at Hackerman Invitational 

by Clint Rendall 
FOR TOE THRESHER 

The women's basketball team 
notched an important non-confer-
ence win Nov. 21, defeating then-
13th-ranked Texas Tech University 
73-70 at Autry Court. The victory 
came three days after the Owls 
suffered a 47-point loss at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi. 

"It was a huge win," junior for-
ward Lauren Neaves said. "Coach 
told us we needed to forget about 
the game at Mississippi [and pre-
pare] for Texas Tech instead." 

Rice will host the Gene Hacker-
man Rice Invitational this weekend 
at Autry Court and will take on Da-
vidson today at 7 p.m. LouisianaTech 
University, who the Owls faced in the 
last two Western Athletic Conference 
championship games, will play the 
University of Texas-San Antonio 
today at 5:30 p.m. The winners of 
the two games will meet tomorrow 
at 7:30 p.m.; the losers will play at 
5:30 p.m. 

Rice and La. Tech are both 
heavily favored in today's games, 
so tomorrow's game should be a 
rematch of the longtime WAC rivals. 
Rice defeated La. Tech at home 
March 3 on its way to tying the 
Techsters for the regular-season 
WAC title, and the Owls rolled to 
a 20-point victory over La. Tech in 
the WAC tournament final. 

With that WAC championship, 
Rice advanced to the NCAA tour-
nament but received a low seed 
because the Owls did not have 
any wins over highly regarded 
opponents. But the victory over 
the Red Raiders should go a long 

way toward rectifying that problem 
this season. 

After trailing Texas Tech 31-23 at 
the half, the Owls fought back into the 
game early in the second half, tying 
the score at 39. Junior guard Krystal 
Frazier and junior forward Samantha 
Stovall contained the Red Raiders' 
Erin Grant and Alesha Robertson, 
both dangerous players. 

'No matter who we're 

playing, we need to 

come out with the 

same intensity and 

aggressiveness.' 
— Kadie Riverin 

Sophomore guard 

"Krystal and Samantha did the 
bulk of the work in our new de-
fense," head coach Greg Williams 
said. "It was a great opportunity to 
play a ranked team on our home 
court, and we came up big." 

Neaves scored a game-high 27 
points and grabbed 18 rebounds, 
while sophomore guard Kadie Riv-
erin and sophomore center Valeriya 
Berezhynska added 13 and 11 points, 
respectively. 

"We started hitting shots in the 
second half, which really helped," 
Riverin said. "1 try to be aggres-
sive on offense, because if I start 
hitting then it opens up options 
down low." 

Despite the encouraging win, 

Neaves said she knows the Owls 
need to continue to play well to 
have a successful season. 

"We need to take care of one 
game at a time," Neaves said. "We'll 
have to win a whole lot more to 
make it to the postseason." 

After the Texas Tech game on 
Monday, the Owls went to Seattle 
to play in the Washington Husky 
Classic. Momentum in hand, Rice 
opened the tournament with a win 
over the University of Pennsylvania, 
beating the Quakers 59-54. Neither 
team shot well, but the Owls' de-
fensive progress was apparent, as 
they held the Quakers scoreless 
for the first 5 minutes, 46 seconds 
of the game. Neaves finished with 
17 points and 10 rebounds for her 
second consecutive double-double, 
and Riverin added 13 points and 
4 assists. Riverin said the team 
made sure to stay focused despite 
the emotional high of the win over 
Texas Tech. 

"No matter who we're playing, 
we need to come out with the same 
intensity and aggressiveness," 
Riverin said. 

The win put the Owls into the 
tournament final against the host 
team, the University of Washington. 
Rice fell behind early and never 
recovered, shooting just 33 percent 
from the field in the loss to the 
27th-ranked Huskies. Frazier led 
Rice scorers with 13 points, and 
Neaves added 10 while hauling in 
7 rebounds. 

After the tournament, Neaves 
was named to the Husky Classic 
All-TournamentTeam. She was also 
named Conference USA Player of 
the Week for her efforts. 

Sid wins third straight Powderpuff title 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Sid Richardson won its third 
consecutive Powderpuff champi-
onship and extended its winning 
streak to 30 games with a 19-7 win 
over Jones Nov. 18. 

Early on, Sid (10-0) appeared 
to be on its way to an easy victory. 
Sid scored on its second play from 
scrimmage off a 68-yard touchdown 
run from junior quarterback Christi 
Disch to take a 6-0 lead. And Sid 
extended its lead to 13-0 when Disch 
capped a 10-play, 70-yard drive with 
an 11-yard touchdown run early in 
the second quarter. 

Jones (9-1) failed to score on its 
subsequent possession but, having 
advanced to Sid's 8-yard line, put Sid 

in a tough position. Disch led Sid to 
its own 40 with four runs for 26 yards 
and a six-yard pass to senior receiver 
Paula Steinhauser, but after losing 
seven yards on a sack, Sid coach Joey 
Stiegler decided to let the clock run 
out on the first half, leading 13-0. 

The tide turned for Jones on 
its only drive of the third quarter. 
Sophomore halfback Theresa Ring 
converted a 4th-and-l play with a 
32-yard run to advance Jones to the 
Sid 17-yard line. Four plays later, 
senior quarterback Alex Paul threw 
a six-yard touchdown pass to sopho-
more halfback Caitlin Goodrich to 
cut Sid's lead to 13-7. 

Jones forced a three-and-out 
from Sid to start the fourth quarter, 
getting the ball at its own 39-yard 
line. Two plays and a 10-yard Sid 

RESTAURANT 

Make your holiday money and still 

have time to enjoy the season! 

LITTLE SITO'S 
WAITSTAFF 

Full and part-time shifts available. 
No experience? No problem! 

Apply Tue. - Fri., 3 - 5 p.m. 
2635 Richmond at Kirby 

EOE 

penalty later, Jones was at the Sid 
37. Jones could only muster three 
yards on its next four plays, how-
ever, and turned the ball over on 
downs when Goodrich's pass fell 
incomplete on 4th-and-7. 

Sid put the game away on its 
next possession, taking a 19-7 
lead with an 11-yard touchdown 
run from Disch — her third of the 
game — with just under a minute 
remaining. Disch ran three times 
for 32 yards and completed a 21-
yard pass during the drive. After 
forcing another turnover on downs, 
Sid ran out the clock and claimed 
the Powderpuff title. 

The championship game was 
almost a repeat of the two teams' 
first meeting of the season, when 
Sid fought a last-minute Jones 
charge to pull out a 12-6 victory 
Oct. 18. As in that game, Jones 
could not overcome its slow start 
in the championship. 

The loss to Sid ends what was 
otherwise a turnaround season 
for Jones, which won three more 
games this season than it had in the 
last two seasons combined. With 
just three seniors graduating, Jones 
should be in position to compete 
for a championship in 2006. Jones 
offensive coach Kendall Spence, 
a junior, said he was proud of his 
team's performance this year. 

"There are seven other teams that 
wish they were sitting in our spot 
right now," Spence said. "We made 
it to the championship. That's a [big] 
improvement. I was happy to get our 
seniors there." 

Like Jones, Sid will return most of 
its players next season, losing only 
five seniors and Stiegler. Sid has not 
lost since falling to Wiess in the 2002 
championship game. Stiegler said he 
would not be surprised if Sid won a 
fourth straight title next season. 

"I don't see any reason why we 
can't do it again," Stiegler said. "It's 
not necessarily our players—it's the 
way we practice and how seriously we 
take the game that [leads to] wins. 
This team is not nearly as talented 
as teams in previous years, ... but 
we stuck to our plan and it worked 
the whole way." 
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MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Junior running back Quinton Smith attempts to evade two Central Florida 
defenders in the Rice's 31-28 loss to the Golden Knights Nov. 19 at Rice 
Stadium. Smith led the Owls in rushing this season with 902 yards and was 
named to the all-C-USA second team. 

FOOTBALL 
From page 14 

in Division I-A. 
Despite the difficult season, 

several Owls were honored for their 
individual achievements this week. 
Syptak was named to the all-C-USA 
first team and Smith was named to 
the second team. Clement, Dillard 
and center Austin Wilkinson were 
named to the all-freshman team. 

With almost 90 percent of the 
players returning and with the team 
playing Texas-El Paso and Central 
Florida close this year, Hatfield said 
he thinks the team will be bet ter 
next year. 

"It's hard to put a value on experi-
ence, and there ' s no way of gett ing 
experience without just playing," 

Hatfield said. 
After going 0-11 last year, UCF 

finished the regular season 7-1 in C-
USA and will likely go to the Liberty 
Bowl with a win over Tulsa tomor-
row in the C-USA championship 
game. Hatfield said he thinks Rice 
can have a similar turnaround. 

"[UCF] went 0-11," Hatfield 
said. 'They went to work in the 
offseason to improve and get bet-
ter, and then what happened? They 
lost the first two games of the year. 
Then all of a sudden they turned it 
around, and now they're playing in 
the [C-USA] championship game. 
In sports, it's not that far from one 
end of the spectrum to the other." 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Swimmers compete at 
Texas A&M Saturday 

The Rice swim team finished in 
fourth place at the Georgia Tech 
Invitational held Nov. 18-20 in 
Atlanta, accumulating 516 points 
in the 3-day, 18-event meet. 

This weekend the Owls will 
compete in a dual meet against 
Texas A&M University in College 
Station, Texas. After that meet, the 
team will compete in the three-day 
University of Nevada Las Vegas 
Invitational Dec. 17-19 to end its 
fall season. 

Despi te winning only two 
events, the Owls ended on a posi-
tive note in the Georgia Tech Invi-
tational, as the 400-yard freestyle 
relay team of freshman Carlyann 
Miller, senior I^ura Healey, junior 
Andrea Hum and freshman Diane 
Gu took first place in the final event 
of the meet with a combined time 
of 3 minutes, 27.98 seconds. Earlier 
in the meet, sophomore Brittany 
Massengale won the mile with an 
NCAA provisional qualifying time 
of 16:40.50, eleven seconds ahead 
of the next finisher. 

Sophomore Amy Halsey also 
contributed with a third place fin-
ish in the 200-backstroke. Gu swam 
the 100-yard freestyle in a time of 
51.06 seconds to finish third, and 
teammate Healey finished about 
a second and a half behind her to 
take seventh. 

The Owls finished ahead of the 
University of New Orleans, Gard-
ner-Webb, Miami and Western 
Kentucky, but fell to powerhouse 
Florida State, Georgia Tech, and 
Florida Atlantic. 

— Brian Mothersole 

Women's cross takes 
25th at national meet 

The women's cross country 
team finished 25th out of a field 
of 31 teams at the NCAA Cham-
pionships held Nov. 21 in Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

The meet was the final com-
petition for the Owls in 2005, a 
capstone to a successful season 
that included a first place Con-
ference USA finish and a third 
place finish at the South-Central 

Regional Championships. It was 
also the last collegiate meet for 
seniors Kate Gorry, Anna Reeve 
and Sarah Yoder, all of whom 
are in their last year of eligibil-
ity. This year's finish indicated 
an all-around improvement for 
the team, who last year had only 
Marissa Daniels qualify to run at 
the national meet. 

Daniels, a sophomore, fin-
ished in 58th place at this year's 
national championships and was 
the top Owl finisher for the second 
meet in a row. She and Gorry, who 
finished 79th, paced the team to 
a 598-point finish, 67 points be-
hind Butler University and seven 
points ahead of the University of 
Virginia, which was ranked 20th 
to Rice's 27th in the final Fin-
ishLynx NCAA Women's Cross 
Country Coaches Association 
poll. Stanford University finished 
in 1st place with 146 points. 

Sophomore Callie Wells finished 
in 102nd place, followed by fresh-
man Lea Garcia in 174th, Yoder in 
185th, sophomore Laura Kelley in 
196th and Reeve, who was 198th. 

— Dylan Farmer 

VOLLEYBALL 
From page 14 

those kinds of things out of him, but 
he gives you a lot of intangibles." 

Despite the win, the Owls have 
much room for i m p r o v e m e n t . 
Rice shot just 59 percent from the 
free-throw line and the Owls were 
out-rebounded 36-33 by the smaller 
Panther lineup. 

"When our offensive woes have 
kicked in, it's largely because we 
get away from what we do," Willis 
said. "We haven't been consistently 

staying within our system. We've 
had an emotional letdown on the 
defensive side, so we don't have 
as much energy on the offensive 
side. That 's been very much the 
case this year [but] 1 thought to-
night we were a lot more consistent 
throughout." 

Before Thanksgiving, the Owls 
lost at Marquette 82-65 Nov. 18 and 
against IUPUI 58-56 Nov. 19, both 
in the Blue and Gold Classic, before 

defeating New Mexico Highlands 
87-75 at Autry Court Nov. 22. The 
Owls then traveled to Oregon , 
where they lost 84-60 Nov. 26. 

The Owls have non-conference 
games agiinst Palm Beach Atlantic, 
Texas Southern, Yale,and Princ-
eton at home and games at Arkan-
sas and Murray State over winter 
break. Rice opens Conference USA 
play against cross-town rival UH at 
Autry Court Jan. 11. 
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Women's'.Basketball 

hosts the Hackerman 

Invitational 

Friday at 7 pm, facing Davidson in the first 

round of the Gene Hackerman Invitational 

at Autry Court. 

Rice wi l l face either former Western 

or Texas-San Antonio on Saturday at 5:30 

or the championship game at 7:30pm 
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BY THE 
W J M B E 
nov. 17-29 

KM) 
Neaves 7-16 3-4 17, Frailer 2-1144 9. Berezhynska 
3 3 0 0 6, Riverin 5-7 3-4 13, Cunningham 1-2 0 0 2. 
Stovall 3-7 0 0 7, Caiter 1-11-2 3, Jeffries O l OO 0. . 
Elder O l OO 0. Loggins 1-4 0 0 2 
Total*: 23-59 11-14 59 

UH — Evans 4 run (Bell kick) 
UH — Gilbert 5 run (Bell kick) 
UH — Evans 6 run (Bell kick) 
RU — Dillard 51 pass from Clement (Hall pass from 
Clement) 
UH — Marshall 80 pass from Kolb (Bell kick) 

Three-point goats — Pennsylvania 2-9 (Naltner 1-3, Flnal Stats RU UH 
Rhoads 0-3, Franklin 1-3), Rice 2-9 (Neaves 0-1, Frazier First Downs 23 27 
1-2, Cunningham 0-1, Stovall 1-4, Elder 0-1) Rushing Yards (net) 289 273 

Passing Yards (net) 110 222 
Rebounds — Pennsylvania 34 (Fleischer 11), Rice Total Yards 399 495 
40 (Neaves 10) Return Yards 84 81 

Punts - Avg. 340.7 5-39 
Assists — Pennsylvania 6 (Pears 2), Rice 15 (Rlv- Time of Possession 28:25 31:35 
erin 4) 

Attendance — N/A 
Individual Stats 

TEXAS TECH 70 RICE 73 
Nov. 21, 2005 — Autry Court 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

Nov. 27, 2005 — Bank of America Arena 
Seattle, Wash. 

Rice 25 37 — 62 
Washington 34 52 — 86 

Rice (2-2) 
Heaves 5-17 02 10, Berezhynska 2-8 1-2 5, Riverin 
1-4 OO 2, Frazier 4-9 4-10 13, Cunningham 3-5 OO 
7. Flores O l 5-6 5, Wright 0 3 OO 0, Stovall 1-4 1-2 
3, Carter 1-2 1-2 3, Jeffries O l 2-2 2, Elder 1-1 2-2 
4, DuPont O l 4-4 4, Loggins 2-4 02 
totals: 2060 2034 62 

Washington (5-0) 
Plouffe 8-13 1-117, Florence 5-7 1-3 13, Hicks 3-10 
2-2 8, Banks 2-4 1-2 6. O'Neill 1-3 1-13, Bell 1-4 2-2 
4, Croddock 0 6 OO 0 Watson 14 6-10 8, Schelly 1-1 
0 2 2. McNeill 1-1 O 2, Castro 2-2 OO 4, Burt 5-11 
O l 14, Jones OO OO 0, O'Hara 2-3 1-4 5 
Totals: 32-69 15-29 86 

Three-point goals — Rice 2-7 (Berezhynska O l , Frazier 
1-1, Cunningham 1-3, Flores O l . Stovall Ol) , Washing-
Ion 7-22 (Plouffe 02, Rorence 2-3, Hicks 03, Banks 
1-2, O'Neill 0-2, Craddock 0-3, Burt 4-7) 

Rebounds — Rice 42 (Neaves 7), Washington 46 
(Plouffe 10) 

Assists — Rice 12 (Neaves. Berezhynska 3), Washing 
ton 15 (Florence, O'Neill 4) 

Attendance — 2,245 

PENNSYLVANIA 54 RICE 59 
Nov. 26, 2005 — Bank of America Arena 
Seattle, Wash. 

Pennsylvania 21 33 — 54 
Rice 27 32 — 59 

Pennsylvania (1-2) 
Naltner 9-17 OO 19, Fleischer 5-14 2-2 12, Pears 0-3 
2-2 2, Rhoads 4-110-18, Franklin 2-80-0 5, Mannion 
0-0 0-0 0, Wilson 0-0 0-0 0, Popovici 0-0 0-00, Biemer 
O l 0-10, Gray 3-4 2-3 8 
Totals: 23-58 &9 54 

Texas Tech 
Rice 

31 39 — 70 
23 50 — 73 

Texas Tech (1-2) 
Davis 12-252-4 26,Robertson5-120113,Myrick211 
3-4 7, Grant 3-9 O l 7, Henderson 1-8 OO 2, Baughman 
OO OO 0, Rowers O l 1-2 1, Smith 6-8 0-0 14 
Totals: 29-74 6-12 70 

Rice (1-1) 
Neaves 1017 7-11 27, Berezhynska 5-14 1-1 11. 
Riverin 4-6 4-4 13, McCauley 0 3 OO 0, Frazier 1-7 
5-6 7, Rores O l OO 0, Stovall 1-2 1-6 4, Carter 1-2 
OO 2, Elder 0 0 OO 0, Cunningham 1-4 OO 3, Log-
gins 2-4 2-4 6 
Totals: 25-60 2032 73 

Three-point goals — Texas Tech 6-10 (Robertson 3-5, 
Grant 1-1, Henderson 02, Smith 2-2), Rice 3-12 (Neaves 
O l , Riverin 1-2, McCauley 02, Frazier O l , Rores O l , 
Stovall 1-2, Cunningham 1-3) 

Rebounds — Texas Tech 43 (Davis 10), Rice 45 
(Neaves 18) 

Assists — Texas Tech 16 (Grant 11). Rice 17 (Riv-
erin 4) 

Attendance —1,044 

RICE 63 MISSISSIPPI HQ 
Nov. 18, 2005 — Tad Smith Coliseum, Oxford, Miss. 

Rice 31 32 — 6 3 
Mississippi 48 62 — 1 1 0 

Attendance —1,214 

Rice — Smith 14-112, Wall 1667, Armstrong 1562, 
Falco 3-23, Henderson 3-20, wood 2-4, Cates 2-4, 
Bilaye-Benibo 1-0, Clement 2-(-3). 
UH—Gilbert 13-76, Kolb 11-75, Evans 1360, Marshall 
2-31, Battle 5-30, Alridge 1-9, Taylor 2-(-5). 
Passing 
Rice —• Armstrong 3-9-2 26, Clement 5-8-1-84. 
UH — Kolb 16-250-222. 
Receiving 
Rice — Dillard 6-96, Henderson 1-8, Hall 1-6. 
UH — Marshall 6-125, Avery 3-45, Briles 217, Gilbert 
2-10, McDaniel 1-12, Bassler 1-7, Taylor 16. 

Attendance —12,125 

CENTRAL FLORIDA 31 RICE 28 
Nov. 19, 2005 — Rice Stadium 

UCF 
Rice 

9 0 
7 14 

7 15 
0 7 

31 
28 

UCF — Prater 37 field goal 
UCF — Burnett 58 punt return (kick blocked) 
RU — Smith 8 pass f n r Armstrong (Landry kick) 
RU — Wall 5 run (Landry Rick) 
RU — Dillard 6 pass from Armstrong (Landry kick) 
UCF — Walker 26 pass from Moffett (Prater kick) 
UCF — Peters 27 run (Marshall pass from Moffett) 
RU — Falco 80 pass from Armstrong (Landry kick) 
UCF — Marshall 18 pass from Moffett (Prater kick) 

Final Stats UCF RU 
First Downs 23 22 
Rushing Yards (net) 149 237 
Passing Yards (net) 205 214 
Total Yards 354 451 
Return Yards 233 41 
Punts Avg. 4-40 3-45.7 
Time of Possession 31:08 28:52 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 18 HOUSTON 35 
Nov. 26. 2005 — Robertson Stadium, Houston. Tex. 

Rice 10 0 0 8 
Houston 0 14 14 7 

RU — Smith 10 run (Juist kick) 
RU — Juist 21 field goal 
UH — Kolb 4 run (Bell kick) 

18 
35 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
UCF — Peters 14-77, Smith 1658, Moffett 6-16, 
Wilcox 1-3. 
Rice — Armstrong 17-108. Wall 18-60, Falco 630, 
Smith 7-24, Clement 1-15. 
Passing 
UCF — Moffett 19-29-1 205. 
Rice — Armstrong 6-12-1185. Clement 2 4 1 29 
Receiving 
UCF—Johnson 6-53, Marshall 4-61. Walker 3-44, Ross 
3-22, Jackson 110. Merritt 1-9, Francis 16. 
Rice — Falco 3-120, Dillard 3-48, Aranda 1-38, 
Smith 1-8. 

Attendance — 8,267 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 

# A 2 

#A3 

Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.3 
mi 

0 Value Meals 
Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 davs 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
€ 2 0 0 4 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at participating 
store only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
than $20. Delivery area limited to ensure safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

JUCJLfiZ-
Nov. 29, 2005 — Autry Court 

Prairie View 
Rice 

24 34 — 58 
29 38 — 67 

Prairie View A&M (1-2) 
Clementino 04 0 0 0, Oha 4-8 4412 , Scott 5-161-1 
13, Wiley 1-4 1-4 3, Thompson 6-10 0 0 14, Gaines 
2-4 1-2 5, Ellison 0 0 0 0 0, Sharpe 0-2 0 0 0, Breck 
enridge 0-1 OO 0, Davis 1-5 0 0 2, Franks 2-3 OO 4, 
Hawthorne 2-2 OO 5, Louh 0-1 0-2 0 
Totals: 23-60 7-13 58 

Rice (2-3) 
Moore 4-5 7-10 15, Harrison 4-11 2-2 11, Britton 2 5 
1-4 5, Williams 3-7 0-3 6, Pflieger 2-4 2-2 8, Packevi-
cius OO 1-2 1, Foster 3-7 2-2 10, Almond 3-4 1-2 8, 
Perka 1-11-2 3 
Totals: 22-44 17 29 67 

Three-point goals — PVAM 5-19 (Scott 28, Wiley 0-2, 
Thompson 2-5, Gaines 0-2, Davis 0-1, Hawthorne 1-
1), Rice 6-12 (Harrison 1-1, Williams 0-3, Pflieger 2-4, 
Foster 2-3, Almond 1-1) 

Rebounds — PVAM 36 (Scott 9), Rice 33 (Harrison 
14) 

Assists — PVAM 14 (Wiley 7), Rice 15 (Williams 6) 

Attendance —1.444 

OREGON 84 RICE 60 
Nov. 26, 2005 — McArthur Court, Eugene, Ore. 

Rice 
Oregon 

25 35 — 60 
42 42 — 84 

MCB M IllPtH M 
Nov. 19,2005 — Bradley Center, Milwaukee, Wise. 

Rice 
IUPUI 

3 1 25 — 56 
34 24 — 58 

Rice (0-2) 
Moore 2-4 1-15, Harrison 4-10 0 0 9, Britton 0-3 OO 
0, Williams 3-8 0 0 6, Almond 8-17 0 0 21, Hagen 
0 0 0 0 0, Foster 1-5 3-4 6, Pflieger 2-7 1-2 7, Perka 
1-2 0 0 2 

Totals: 21 56 5-7 56 

IUPUI (1-1) 
Swoope 0-3 OO 0, Cole 4-16 0-2 10, Vavrek &2 1-2 
1, Hill 5-14 6-7 16, Barlow 3-4 2-2 10, Burks 1-3 OO 
3, Bytes 0 6 2-2 2, Conner OO 2-2 2, Smith 5-9 4-6 
14, Cameron OO OO 0 
Totals: 18-57 17 23 58 
Three-point goals — Rice 9-25 (Harrison 1-2, Wil-
liams 0-2, Almond 5-9, Foster 1-5, Pflieger 2-7), IUPUI 
5-17 (Swoope &2, Cole 2-8, Barlow 2-3, Burks 1-3, 
Bytes 0-1) 

Rebounds — Rice 28 (Harrison 9), IUPUI 48 (Smith 
13) 

Assists — Rice 14 (Williams 8), IUPUI 10 (Bytes 5) 

Attendance — N/A 

RICE 65 MARQUETTE 82 
Nov. 18, 2005 — Bradley Center, Milwaukee, Wise. 

Rice 
Marqette 

Attendance — 11,218 

32 33 — 65 
39 43 — 82 

Rice (1-3) 
Almond 3-8 0 0 6, Harrison 4-13 0-2 8, Britton 1-7 OO 
2, Williams 8-15 2-4 19, Moore 4-11 3-4 12, Hagen 
0 0 OO 0, Foster 2 7 3-4 8, Pflieger 2 5 OO 5, Bridges 
OO OO 0, Perka OO OO 0 
Totals: 24-66 8-14 60 

Oregon (4-0) 
Hairston 4-9 5-8 14, Leunen 1-2 (K) 3, Schafer 3-4 
0 2 6, Brooks 4-7 1-2 13, Taylor 3-8 4 4 11, Kent 0 1 
1-2 1, Short OO OO 0, Love O l OO 0, Lincoln 1-5 OO 
3, Stelly OO 0-0 0, Oguchi 4-9 2-2 14, Zahn 4-4 OO 9, 
Johnson 4-8 2-2 10 
Totals: 2&58 15-22 84 

Three-point goals — Rice 418 (Almond 0-1. Harrison 
0-2, Williams 1-5, Moore 1-3, Foster 1-3, Pflieger 1-4), 
Oregon 13-28 (Hairston 1-2, Leunen 1-2, Brooks 46, 
Taylor 1-3, Kent 0-1, Lincoln 1-3. Oguchi 49, Zahn 
1-1, Johnson Ol ) 

Rebounds — Rice 31 (Britton, Harrison 8), Oregon 
44 (Leunen 13) 

Assists — Rice 8 (Williams 3), Oregon 18 (Brooks 7) 

Attendance — 7,481 

NM HIGHLANDS 75 RICE 87 
Nov. 22. 2005 — Autry Court 

NM Highlands 22 53 — 75 
Rice 38 49 — 87 

New Mexico Highlands (1-2) 
Weaver 5-7 2 214, Lopez 4-13 2-4 9. Franklin 1015 2 4 
23, Gonzales 0-2 0-0 0, Gonzales 4-12 4 4 15, Lujan 
0-3 OO 0, Martinez 0-1 OO 0, Fuller 0 0 0 0 0, Romero 
1-11-3 4, Gray 4-7 2-2 10, Howell 0-2 OO 0 
Totals: 28-63 12-17 75 

Rice (1-2) 
Almond 4-13 OO 8, Harrison 819 3-3 19, Britton 3-7 
1-2 7, Williams 10-15 2-2 27, Moore 5-8S7 15, Hagen 
0-1 OO 0, Culver OO 4 4 4, Foster 0-2 OO 0. Pflieger 
1-3 2-3 5. Bridges OO OO 0. Perka 1-1 OO 2 
Totals: 32-69 17-21 87 

Three-point goals — NMHU 7 25 (Weaver 2 4, Lopez 
0-5. Franklin 1-2, Gonzales 0-1, Gonzales 39, Lujan 0-2. 
Romero 1-1, Gray 0-1), Rice 616 (Almond 0-3, Harrison 
0-3. Williams 5-6, Moore 0-1, Pflieger 1-3) 

Rebounds — NMHU 37 (Franklin 11), Rice 40 (Har 
rison, Britton 9) 

Assists — NMHU 16 (Gonzales 7), Rice 18 (Foster 
6) 

Attendance — 447 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 0 LOUISVILLE 3 
Nov. 26, 2005 — Joyce Center, South Bend. Ind. 

Rice 16 15 18 
Louisville 30 30 30 

Final Stats Rice Louis. 
Kills 36 51 
Errors 21 5 
Attempts 112 112 
Attack Percentage .134 411 
Assists 36 43 
Service Aces 1 6 
Digs 48 47 
Blocks 0.0 9.0 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Morgan 9, Hoban 9 
Louisville — Ustymenko 17 
Assists 
Rice — Hoban 27 
Louisville — Pilnikova 19, Craven 17 
Digs 
Rice — Morgan 12, May 10 
Louisville — Bateman 11, Ustymenko 10 

Attendance — 235 

Nov. 25. 2005 — Joyce Center, South Bend. Ind 

Rice 20 20 13 
Notre Dame 30 30 30 

Attendance —1,321 

TULAN£2R1CE2 
Nov. 17, 2005 — Autry Court 

Tulane 31 30 30 18 15 
Rice 3 3 23 27 30 13 

Attendance — 347 

These boxscores brought to you by: 
The undefeated Indianapolis Colts 
Not organic chemisty 
Winter break 
Dave Mansouri's mom 
The athletic ... err... drama program 
Fallstown 
Fire in the hole 
Meats 
I think it's pronounced with a soft "j" 
Risa's guy problems 

New and better Rice Coffeehouse travel mugs 
New and better coffee roasters make for our 
new and better coffee. 

Come see what it's all about; 
it's all available TODAY at the Holiday Bazaar. 
Get your free samples. 
Grand Hall, RMC. 
9 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

I 

f 
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SATURDAY 

La Posada 

The Hispanic Association for 
Cultural Enrichment at Rice 
presents I-a Posada 20()5, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. in the Grand Hall. 
Tickets cost $4 for student, fac-
ulty and staff and $6 for others. 

Jazzy night out 

The Richard Vella Experience, 
a jazz group composed of five 
Rice students, plays at Ovations 
Night Club at Times Boulevard 
and Kirby Drive in the Rice 
Village. The show begins at 
8 p.m. and cover is $5 for Rice 
students, $10 for others. 

SUNDAY 

School's out for the ... winter 

OK, not really for those of us 
who have finals, but at least 
now pesky things like attend-
ing class will not interfere with 
schoolwork for the rest of the 
semester. Also, first semester 
students, this is your last chance 
to drop a class or designate a 
course pass/fail. 

Friday Night Live, with civil 
liberties 

The Houston chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
hosts a gala at 7 p.m. at the First 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
at 5200 Fannin St., featuring for-
mer Saturday Night Live writer 
A1 Franken as a guest speaker. 
Tickets cost $75 per person. 

4 
President's study break 

President David Leebron and 
Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman hold a study break in 
the Rice Memorial Center from 
9 p.m. to 11 p.m. The study 
break has a "Chill" theme 
and features live music, free 
massages, crafts, free food and 
smoothie samples. 

MONDAY 

Spend your holidays selling 
your school 

The Student Admissions Council 
asks students to pick up 
information packets for holiday 
break home visits, available 
beginning today in all college 
coordinators' offices. 

completely monopolized 
December and today is a nation-
ally recognized holiday to sort 
kids onto Santa's naughty or 
nice list. I am going to make it 
easy for Rice students with a 
quick sorting question: Do you 
remember the night of NOD? 

WEDNESDAY 7 

TUESDAY 

Santa's List day 

1 only wish I were kidding. The 
greeting card companies have 

Exam period begins 

You may put down the egg nog, 
pick up a No. 2 pencil and start 
testing. Scheduled finals begin 
today and end Dec. 14 at 5 p.m. 

A little day music 

The Sam Dinkins III Quartet 
performs a free concert of 
holday-themed jazz at 12 p.m. 
at the Wortham Theater Center 
downtown. It's kind of like 
"Picnic with the Pops," but 
cooler, because it's jazz. 

FRIDAY H 

Chicks, politics and a friendly 
game of pick-up sticks 

Hmmm, I may have fibbed about 
that last part... but it rhymed, 
didn't it? That has to count for 
something. The Houston chapter 
of the League of Women Voters 
hosts its annual holiday lun-

cheon at 11:30 a.m. at the Briar 
Club, 2603 Timmons Ln. The 
event honors newly elected 
officials and costs $30. 

HOLIDAYS MORE 
REAL THAN 
SANTA'S LIST DAY 

Dec. 16-24: Las Posadas 

Hispanic celebration honoring 
Mary and Joseph's search for 
lodging in Bethlehem. 

Dec. 21: Winter solstice 

Shortest day of the year. Espe-
cially if you live in Alaska. 

Dec. 25: Christmas 

That day Hallmark lives for. 

Dec. 26-Jan. 1: Kwanzaa 

A celebration of African culture, 
traditions and family. 

Dec. 26-Jan. 2: Hanukkah 

It actually begins the evening 
of Dec. 25, in case you were 
confused by that sundown thing. 

RICE ATHLETICS 

Friday, Dec. 2 

7 p.m: Women's basketball vs. 
Davidson 
Autry Court 

Saturday, Dec. 3 

3 p.m: Men's basketball vs. Utah 
Autry Court 

5:30 or 7:30 p.m: Women's 
basketball vs. LA Tech. or UTSA 
Autry Court 

Monday, Dec. 5 

7 p.m: Men's basketball vs. UT 
Toyota Center 

Thursday, Dec. 15 

7:05 p.m: Men's basketball vs. 
Palm Beach Atlantic 
Autry Court 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 

Fax: 
(713) 348-5238 

E-mail: 
thresher-calendar@rice.edu 

Campus Mail: 
Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 

space available basis. 

treebeards.com 

WANT TO BE 
PUB 

NATIONALLY 

The Baker Institute Student Forum 
Journal of Public Policy is seeking 

submissions for its 1st annual edition. 

Submit any policy related papers—original work or class 
submissions 
All subject areas accepted; no major requirements 
Cash prizes for top articles 
Journal will be available nationally 
Book reviews will be accepted 

E-mail dalex9reen@gmail.c0m to make your submission today!!! Or e-mail 
daQreen@rice.edu for more information on submissions or book reviews. 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
mailto:dalex9reen@gmail.c0m
mailto:daQreen@rice.edu
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Who should replace Hatfield as football coach? 

A philosophy professor preps the team before a game 

Ancient Philosophy Professors 
For those who feel that Rice football as a whole is 

utterly pointless, rather than urge dropping to Division 
III, you should endorse the philosophy department 
as our new football coaches. With ancient philosophy 
professors, players will learn to care for their soul and 
morals, not money, reputation or even body, as they sit 
on the sidelines and recognize how little they actually 
know about football. Indeed, recognition of what one 
does not know is a mark of true wisdom. 

While Socrates' teachings may not inspire the team 
to do its best, they allow for a completely new field 
of play. Fans can watch the football team question 
their opponents' lives, using logic to lead them into a 
state of aporea. While the opposing team stomps off 
in anger and confusion, our players will simply carry 
the ball into the end zone and win the game with no 
resistance as the toga-clad cheerleaders root along 
the sidelines. Not that any of it matters anyway. 

John Ashcroft 
Rice is known for being a very 

a apolitical campus , but with 
fo rmer Attorney General John 
Ashcroft out of a job, h e could 
head up our football team. We can 
use politics to our advantage. 

With Ashc ro f t l ead ing t h e 
Owls, they'll be able to secret ly 
access computer files and l ibrary 
r e c o r d s and c o m m i t u n w a r -
ranted s e a r c h e s of opponen t s 
and use the sec re t ly and no 
longer illegally obtained infor-
mation to blackmail any team 
into forfeit ing. 

Plus, any team that ha tes u s 
ha tes America and thus is a ter-

rorist . It would be pret ty ha rd 
for UT to beat us by 40 points if 
all the i r players a re held in jail 
without access to a lawyer. How's 
that for homeland securi ty? 

With Ashcrof t coaching t h e 
team, football g a m e a t t endance 
will be at an all-time high, with 
non-at tendees forced to go to 
Football Re-education Class at 
black s i tes in Eas te rn Europe . 
Sure , we may give up a few 
f reedoms , but we'll do any th ing 
for Rice to win a game . 

Besides, who can resist cheer-
l e a d e r s with b lond ha i r over 
o therwise empty heads , like Ann 
Coulter? So let the eagle soar! 

Hire Fatfield: 
Recently, you may have noticed students and alumni at 

football games wearing "Hire Fatfield" shirts. It turned out 
these were not a play on the ' T u c k Fexas" shirts, but in fact 
a call to hire famed football coach Zebediah Fatfield. 

While some coaches try to create a quick and nimble team 
to outmaneuver opponents, Fatfield takesadifferentapproach. 
Fatfield will bulk up our players to overwhelm opposing teams. 
With so many obese people these days, huge players just follow 
an all-American trend, and if you hate America, you must be a 
terrorist. Zebediah Fatffield's fat plan is flawless. 

Of course our new big, beautiful cheerleaders may turn 
off fans at first. But hey, you know you want some fatty, fatty 
boombalaty — all night long! 

Z o m b i e J o h n W. H e i s m a n 
Did you know John W. Heisman, of Heisman Trophy renown, used to coach football at 

Rice? It's true! Did you also know that he has been deau i n c e 1936? But time is no match for 
our Nanotubefacilitated zombification system. With a couple sprinkles of goat's blood and a 
pentagram made out of salt Heisman will be up and ready to coach our team to victory. With 
Rice's great supply of brains—sweet, delicious brains—Heisman will love coaching here. Sure, 
Zombie Heisman eat brains, but Zombie Heisman will not swallow Rice's losing record. 

He may be a little out of touch given the addition of the forward pass, non-leather helmets 
and non-WASP players since 1936. But we're sure Zombie Heisman has the moxie to make 
Rice football the bees' knees. 

Plus, our zombie flapper girl cheerleaders will have you saying gee-wilikers until the 
cows come home, or until they tear youi flesh and curse you to walk the ear th as an empty 
shell of a being. 53 skidoo! 

Veloc i raptor 
Try to imagine yourself in 

Rice Stadium. You get your 
first look at this "six foot 
turkey" as you enter the field. 
He moves like a bird, lightly, 
bobbing his head. And you 
keep still because you think 
maybe his visual acuity is 
based on movement like T-
Rex, so he'll lose you if you 
don't move. But no, not the 
Rice football coach. You stare 
at him, and he just s tares right 
back. And that 's when the 
attack comes. Not from the 
front, but from the side, from 
the two assistant coaches you 
didn't even know were there. 

Because the Rice football 
coach is a pack hunter, you 
see , he u s e s coord ina ted 

"HP 
Roboraptof 
THislovwble 
and moedy dwKKotx 
tomr, to lite with 
ntiifkial mtt&gcme 
371 long. 

(SOTS) 7041H J 

attack patterns and he is out 
in force today. And he slashes 
at you with this ... a six-inch 

retractable claw, like a razor, 
on the middle toe. He doesn't 
bother to bite your jugular 
like a lion, say ... no, no. He 
s lashes at you here ... or 
here ... or maybe across the 
belly, spilling your intestines. 
The point is ... you are alive 
when they start to beat you. 
So, you know ... try to show 
a little respect. 

And with the inf luence 
of R a p t o r c o a c h , l a r g e r 
c h e e r l e a d e r s will a s s e r t 
dominance over any o ther 
females who threaten their 
power in the pack. And you 
know you want women who 
play rough . 

Really, Really Gay Guy 
Watch your Rice football 

team go from flop to fabulous 
as Really, Really Gay Guy 
b e c o m e s our new coach . 
Sure, in the past, Hatfield 
made some very insulting 
comments about gay people, 
which damaged the football 
team's reputation on campus 
for years to come. Now is out-
chance to make up for it! 

To make up for extremity 
of Hatfield's comments , the 

new coach will have to be 
really gay. Really, really ri-
diculously, flamboyantly gay. 
So gay wc don't even have to 
make any jokes about football 
terms, and you know there are 
a lot of the . >ui to mention 
the ubiquitous ass-slaps. 

Yup, those jokes are en-
tirely unnecessary as Really, 
p'>a1lv r,av Guy will use psy-
c h o l o g i c . ..u. Tare to defeat 
opponents. If o ther players 
think our team is gay, they 

will be afraid to tackle our 
team for fear of being called 
gay themselves. As our oppo-
nents cower in homophobia, 
our team can skip its way into 
the end zone. 

While our new coach may 
attract some whiny middle-
aged women with men trou-
bles as our cheerleaders, he'll 
make sure they have the best 
pseudo-fashion styles straight 
f rom the resale shops on 
Westheimer Road. Super! 

Editor's note: If you buy me that Roboraptor for Hanukkah I will let you do a Backpage. 

President Ijeebron 
For those of you who heard Hatfield's 25 minutes of consecutive thank-yous at his farewell 

press conference, you may h ive noticed one name conspicuously missing: Leebron's. 
Hatfield left him out on pi-">ose because Leebron's football coaching skills go far above 

and beyond Hatfield's abilities, leaving Hatfield feeling threatened. 
Only Leebron has the pure chutzpah to lead our football team to victory. 
Plus, you know you want to see Forman and l^evy in cheerleader uniforms. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 per 
day potential. No experience necessary. 
Training provided. Age 18+ OK (800) 
965-6520 ext. 289. 

TWO ADORABLE CHILDREN look-
ing for a kid-friendly and fun-loving 
Rice student to be a Mother's helper, 
providing babysitting and transporta-
tion to afternoon activities. $12/hr. 
Contact kathy.weleh@tpi.net 

FwftL?s puil 

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF WILLY'S PUB WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS THAT 
ALLOWED FOR THE PUB TO BE SAVED 

R i c k y B u s t a m a n t e 
D a n i e l H o l m a n 

L o g a n G r e « r 
S o f i a L i n a r t e 
Jen W e s s e ! 
K r i s t i a n L u m 

G i l l i e S e r b y 
M a r t e l G i r l s 
J. Rod 
T h e U l t i m a t e F r i s b e e T e a m 

NEEDED: MATH TEACHER for 4th-
12th grade students. Want someone 
familiar with Number Sense and Math-
Counts math programs. Also, want 
someone who can use chess to teach 
math skills. Good teaching skills re-
quired. Needed from 01/07/2006 to 
05/14/2006 on Saturdays or Sundays. 
Good pay. Call 281-300-6054. 

LIVE-IN FEMALE house-sitter, 
flexible hours, up to $875/mo plus car. 
713-647-0501, Memorial/Galleria area. 

GIRLS IACROSSE COACHES need-
ed for Lanier Middle School Lacrosse 
team. For details, contactTerri at 713-
480-1101 or ktlh2@houston.rr.com 

NEED: MOTHER'S HELPER for chil-
dren (ages 9,10, and 12) for transport 
to activites, childcare and homework 
help four or five afternoons a week, 
inside the Ixtop not far from Rice. 
You will need references and reliable 
transportation. Contact Laura at 
713-524-3344 (Daytime) 

WATER SAFETY INSTRUCTOR and 
lifeguards needed for small private 
school for summer 2006. Good pay, 
good hours, low ratios. Must enjoy 
children ages 3-12. Please call 
(713) 520-0738, ask for Tara. 

FIND OUT WHY it's more fun in the 
Ra! Energetic, upbeat sushi concept 
opening early February at Highland 
Village, hiring for managers, bartend-
ers, servers, hosts, bussers, kitchen, 
and sushi chefs. Check us out and 
fill out an application at www.rashusi. 
com or send resumes and questions to 
houstonappticatinns"'rasushi.com. 

BIZW1ZNLEDED. Non Profit Power, 
a charity driven energy brokerage, 
needs help in refining our business 
plan. Income Potential: thousands of 
dollars and equity. Please call Chris 
Hixson at 800-959-3231 for details. 
www.nonprofitpower.org 

DRIVER WITH CAR wanted. Call 713-
218-0645. 

HOUSING 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. GRAD stu-
dents - don't live in the lab. One 
bedroom apartment in small, quiet 
building at 4001 Greeley. Hardwood 
floors, lots of closet space, window unit 
air. on site laundry. $525 with lease and 
deposit. Andover (713) 524-3344. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. GRAD 
students- don't live in the lab. One 
bedroom apartment in renovated 60's 
builing at 1301 Richmond. Central 
air, hardwood floors, off-street park-
ing. Bike to rice. $550 with lease and 
deposit. Andover (713) 524-3344. 

ROOM FOR RENT for Rice Gradu-
ate student at nearby condominium; 
$650 per month, all bills paid. Con-
tact Teddy Petrou (832) 877-3611: 
Petrou@rice.edu. or call Steve 
Petrou 832-859-1216 

ROOMMATE WANTED. NEW 
condo, privet bathroom, off-street 
parking, washer/dryer , full-kitchen. 
Want a non-smoking, quiet, mature 
student. All utitilties paid! $425 a 
month. Call 281-386-8379 

MISCELLANEOUS 

PICK UP YOUR YEARBOOK. The 
2004-'05 Campanile has arrived. If you 
were an undergrad during the 2004-
'05 academic year, you've already paid 
for it! Drop by the Campanile office 
or the Clubs office, 2nd floor, D»y 
Student Center. Previous editions are 
also available. 

GOT 90 HOURS? Then you can order 
your class ring anytime at the campus 
store. $50 deposit. 8-12 weeks for 
delivery. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates aie as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
71 -105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St.. MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
mailto:kathy.weleh@tpi.net
mailto:ktlh2@houston.rr.com
http://www.rashusi
http://www.nonprofitpower.org
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