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Minors proposa 
from committee to faculty 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

In a unanimous vote Nov. 10, the University 
Standing Committee on the Undergraduate 
Curriculum approved minors. If the faculty 
Senate approves the proposal, students may 
be able to add minors to their degrees as soon 
as next year. 

Under the proposal, which was initiated 
by Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman, 
faculty members would be able to propose 
interdisciplinary minors, which would gener-
ally consist of six courses. Disciplines in which 
students can already obtain a major would not 
be permitted as minors. 

Early discussions about the minors proposal 
focused on whether offering minors would de-
crease the number of students who have too many 
majors, but Forman said he supports adding 
minors be< aut>e of how it would affect faculty. 

"The goal is to give faculty a chance to 
think more creatively about the curriculum, 
to provide the opportunity for faculty to create 
new types of academic experiences and to [en-
courage them to] think about how the classes 
they're offering relate to those elsewhere in 
the university," Forman said. 

Although the proposal has not yet been final-
ized, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Chair Bill Wilson said it is almost complete and 
he will soon turn it over to the Faculty Senate. 

Speaker of the Faculty Marj Corcoran, a 

physics and astronomy professor, said the 
Faculty Senate is not likely to discuss minors at 
its next meeting Dec. 7, its last of the calendar 
year. The Faculty Senate's spring semester 
meetings have not yet been scheduled. 

Wilson, an electrical and computer engineer-
ing professor, said he also supports the decision 
to only allow interdisciplinary minors. 

"If some departments started to offer minors 
in their discipline, other departments would 
feel defensive and say, 'Oh, we better have a 
minor too or we'll lose out,"' Wilson said. "So 
everybody would be doing more work for no 
real gain other than students getting another 
little merit badge on their transcript." 

Undergraduate committee representative 
John Kehoe said he voted for the proposal but 
also supports adding minors in disciplines that 
are currently majors. 

'There are areas in which students are 
going to take a lot of courses and would like 
some recognition," Kehoe, a Wiess College 
sophomore, said. "Minors allow them to [get 
recognition] without taking a couple extra 
courses to get a major." 

Wilson said a minor would ideally consist of 
several existing courses, as well as a few new 
courses designed for the minor. 

"You will probably have some where all the 
courses you need already exist, but I think a 
lot of the better minors will probably need one 
or two more courses," Wilson said. 

See MINORS, page 6 

Cha-cha-cha 
IVY ASHE/THRESHER 

Management graduate student Ernest Lessenger leads his partner at the Rice Social Dance 
Society practice in the Grand Hall of the RMC. 
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Bus dispute causes delays 
in shuttles from Esperanza 

bv Beko Binder 
THRESHER STAFF 

DIANA YEN/THRESHER 

A night without a home 
Brown College junior Vicky Pridgen, Wiess College sophomore Karen Leu and Sid Richardson College sophomore 
Henry Jin prepare for a cold night sleeping in Ray Courtyard. The Rice Student Voluneer Program sponsored the 
campout Wednesday night to draw attention to the condition of homeless people. 

Esperanza, held at the Grand 
Room Event Center downtown Nov. 
12, was marred by an interruption 
in shuttle service that left students 
temporarily stranded at the formal. 

Shuttle transportation carrying 
attendees to and from the formal was 
briefly suspended because of a c on-
tract dispute, Rice Program Council 
President Stephanie Swingle said. 
RPC sponsors the fall formal. 

Swingle, a Brown College junior, 
said RPC had negotiated a contract 
requiring Ace Limousine to provide 
transportation for $600. When the 
company collected payment before 
returning students to Rice, drivers 
requested an additional $600 to pay 
for the second bus. When RPC of-

ficers refused to pay the additional 
money, drivers asked students to get 
off the buses. 

Swingle said the company re-
sumed service when RPC paid an addi-
tional $600 in cash. Swingle said RPC 
will try to cancel its initial $600 check 
and has contacted General Counsel 
Richard Zansitis, Swingle said. 

"We're not sure if [the General 
Counsel's office is] going to find it 
worthwhile to take up [such a small] 
case," Swingle said. "But we're hoping 
they will and that it will get resolved." 

Ace Limousine General Man-
ager Andy Bouj said the bus drivers 
charged an amount consistent with 
the contract. 

"We did not charge any extra, 
and we did not charge any less," 
Bouj said. 

See FORMAL, page fi 

Study break to have 'chill' theme 
Dec. 4 event to feature sundaes, RTV5 show debut 

by Melissa Waitsman 
THRESHER STAFF 

After weeksof unseasonably warm weather, 
students will finally experience winter at the 
"Chill Study Break" Dec. 4 from 9-11 p.m in the 
Student Center. The semester's largest study 
break, sponsored by President David I>eebron 
and Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman, 
will include food, activities and prizes and will 
cost about $10,000, Student Center Director 
Boyd Beckwith said. 

Members of the Student Center Advisory 
Council thought of the theme at their meeting 
Tuesday. The event is expected to draw about 
1,000 students, Beckwith said. 

Food provided at the study break will include 
ice cream sundaes, popsicles and warm food, 
Rice Catering Manager Olivia Waldron said. 
Hie Coffeehouse will have free coffee and hot 
chocolate, and Smoothie King will have free 
smoothie samples, Waldron said. 

Waldron said the study break is designed 
so students will take away less food than in the 

past, as with the Gillis-Camacho study breaks 
hosted by former President Malcolm Gillis 
and former Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho. 

Farnsworth Pavilion will host sugar cookie 
decorating, coffee mug decorating and snow-
flake making. Students who bring pictures of 
something cold will be able to fish for prizes in 
a mock ice pond, Beckwith said. Beckwith said 
he thinks these activities will allow students to 
be silly and creative. 

"We really want some childlike activities 
where students can have fun and just escape," 
Beckwith said. 

RTV5 will also debut two episodes of its 
new "Screw Yer Roommate" television show, 
and various student groups, including the Rice 
Philharmonics and Spontaneous Combustion, 
will perform. Students will also be able to pick 
up their 2004-'05 Campanile yearbooks and 
take pictures for "Picture Yourself' in this 
year's yearbook. 

In Fall 2004, the Leebron-Foi man study 
See CHII1.. page 5 

INSIDE 

Thanksgiving airport shuttle 
Need a ride to the airport for your date 

with a certain special turkey? The Rice 
transportation department isoffering free 
shuttles to Hobby Airport on Wednesday 
and from the airport to Rice on Sunday. 

Wednesday shuttles depart from the 
RMC Circle Drive at 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 
p.m., 1:30 p.m., 3 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday shuttles depart from outside of 
the baggage claim area at 1 p.m.,2:30p.m., 
4 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

Self-schedule exams 
Today at 5 p.m. is the deadline to sign up 

for a time for self-scheduled exams. 

OPINION Page 3 
Don't give away your flower without a ring 

A&E Page 12 
Read these magazines in your free time 

SPORTS 
Basketball previews 

Pages 14-15 

Quote of the Week 

"I've heard from day one that through the 
college system, you really understand what 
it's like to be a Rice student, and as graduate 
students, we miss out on that." 
— Chris Revell, new Hanszen College resident 
associate. See story, page 5. 

Scoreboard 

Taking a break 

Football 
Rice 42, Tulane 34 
Soccer 
California 2, Rice 0 

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday. The 
Thresher will not be publishing an issue 
next week. Enjoy your break from classes, 
sleep in, and eat some good food. We'll 
see you in two weeks for our last issue 
this semester. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Cloudy, 40-62 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 44-70 degrees 
Sunday 
Mostly sunny, 44-72 degrees 
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Self-proclaimed gadfly 

the Rice Thresher 

Faculty Senate: Vote 
down minors proposal 

We continue to oppose minors on the basis that they would create 
false demand for classes and would worsen, not alleviate, the prob-
lem of students seeking too many certifications. (See story, page 1.) 
However, we welcome evidence to the contrary. 

When the Faculty Senate debates the issues of minors, we hope it 
will consider the Student Association's poll of undergraduates — the 
poll includes questions about how the number of majors selected by 
students would change with the addition of minors. However, given 
the logistical constraints associated with the paper SA poll, we fear 
the sample size may be too small and that its subjects will not be 
representative of the student population as a whole. If this turns out 
to be true, the Faculty Senate should conduct its own poll — pref-
erably a scientific one — rather than ignoring aggregate student 
opinion entirely. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman and Undergraduate 
Curriculum Committee Chair Bill Wilson claim the main justifica-
tion for minors is to encourage faculty to be more creative with 
the courses and programs they create. But we are not convinced 
the creativity of Rice's course offerings is a problem. Right now, 
it seems most Rice undergraduates have the opposite problem 
(albeit a good one to have): Each semester, there are many more 
interesting classes offered than they could ever hope to take. For 
a university of our size, the volume and breadth of our course of-
ferings are enormous. 

Even if more creative courses are needed in parts of the cur-
riculum, interdisciplinary minors would not be the best means to 
attain them. Degree programs of any kind force faculty to teach 
certain required classes. No matter how fascinating those classes 
might seem when created for or selected to comprise a minor, 
the fact remains that years later, a professor who wanted to teach 
other creative classes would be constrained by a class he had to 
teach — a class students would be taking as a requirement for 
a program. Faculty creativity would be hindered, not helped, by 
this system. 

And "interdisciplinary" is not a dish Rice serves well. In the 
past, degree programs involving collaborations between depart-
ments have generally not been run as effectively as single-depart-
ment programs. It is a classic principal-agent problem — those 
teaching the classes frequently are not responsible to the faculty 
who administer and coordinate the program since they are in 
different departments. 

In any case, some of the minors currently suggested — such 
as business and leadership — do not appear to include any new 
courses; they just include combinations of existing courses. The 
leadership program even exists already as a certificate. It is hard 
to get excited about a proposal that at the moment would largely 
just copy and paste courses from one General Announcements 
page to another. 

If Forman and Wilson convince the Faculty Senate that Rice has 
too few interesting courses — and that has not been our experience 
— the senate should work with deans and departments to change 
Rice's offerings. Interdisciplinary minors are a falsely enticing solu-
tion we hope the Faculty Senate sees through quickly. 

What? 

IT'S SIXTY DEGREES 
AND SUNNY OUTSIDE! 
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Republicans adopt Soviet red state policy 

Professors should 
follow finals policies 

Here's a bit of Rice trivia you won't hear on the tour: During the 
last week of classes, professors are not allowed to give exams which 
fit the university's definition of a final. 

The General Announcements state: "Final examinations that cover 
more than the material since the last examination, that are the only 
exam in the course, or that are comprehensive of the entire course 
may be given only during the final examination period. Such exami-
nations may not, for example, be labeled 'tests' and administered 
during the last week of classes." 

The General Announcements also state: "The 'due date' for all 
take-home final exams is the end of the examination period." TTiis 
year, that means no take-home exams can be due after Friday, 
Dec. 2 and before Wednesday, Dec. 14. 

We remind faculty to adhere to this policy and keep the last 
three weeks of the semester sane for everyone. We also ask stu-
dents to be vigilant and to alert their professors to any planned 
potential violations. 

Good luck on the home stretch of the fall semester. If policies 
protecting students are obeyed, these last few weeks won't be 
so bad. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

The Republ ican Party's platform 
once revolved around defeating com-
munism, though it would have been 
more accurate to say overturning the 
U.S.S.R and its allies. Now 
the Soviet Union is gone 
and no one cares about 
Cuba, but the Republican 
Party should not forget 
its Nietzsche: "Whoever 
fights monsters should 
see to it that in the process 
he does not become a 
monster. And if you gaze 
long enough into an abyss, 
the abyss will gaze back 
into you." 

Recently, Republicans 
have been quick to stare into that 
abyss and embrace the tactics of 
our old Soviet enemies. Talk about 
being a red state. 

In an act of rewriting history that 
one would expect from the Kremlin, 
President George W. Bush's staff 
has tried to alter transcripts from an 
Oct. 31 press briefing. According to 
the White House's own transcripts, 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan did 
not say, "That's accurate," confirm-
ing he had previously denied that 
Scooter Libby, former chief of staff to 
Vice President Dick Cheney, or Karl 
Rove, Bush's deputy chief of staff, 
were involved in leaking CIA opera-
tive Valarie Plame's identity to the 
press. Instead, the transcript claims 
McClellan said, "No, 1 don't think 
that's accurate," contrary to the tran-
scripts of every news source at the 
press conference. 

If McClellan intended to say differ-
ently, he could just admit he misspoke. 
Instead, the White House's transcripts 
maintain he actually said something 
different from what everyone else 
heard. Now the Bush administration 
is pushing news agencies to accept its 
version of the truth. 

Certainly, the more partisan Re-
publicans will dismiss the transcript 
alteration as a misinterpretation, 
but it does not stand alone. Then 
again, whatever happened to those 
pictures of Saddam Hussein and 
Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld during the war between Iran 
and Iraq in the 1980s? That is not 
so different from Soviet airbrushing 
of photos of political allies-turned-
enemyies. Time and again, the Bush 
administration has tried to change 
facts to fit its own view of history, 
creating a pattern of deceit. 

Since Veteran's Day, President 
Bush and the rest of the Republican 
Party has pushed two talking points: 
first, that Congress saw the same 
evidence as White House officials 
did before the invasion of Iraq and 
therefore has no right to critique the 
Bush administration; second, that in-
dependent commissions have proven 
that the Bush administration did 

Evan 
Mintz 

not misrepresent evidence. Both of 
these points are erroneous. 

First, President Bush and his 
administration had access to daily 

secur i ty b r i e f ings and 
m o r e s e c r e t e v i d e n c e 
than C o n g r e s s . Much 
of the evidence that has 
sir,(\- been proven wrong 
was filtered through the 
Bush administration be-
fore being released to 
lawmakers. Indeed, the 
defensive claims are noth-
ing more than, "You were 
wrong and it's your fault 
for trusting us." 

As to the second talking 
point, President Bush's Republican 
supporters argue that Senate investi-
gations assuaged any fears of political 
pressure on the intelligence commu-
nity to find the right evidence. Howev-
er, the only committee investigating 
this issue — the Senate Intelligence 
Committee — has not even started 
yet. And a report released earlier 
this year by Bush's commission on 
weapons of mass destruction did not 
deal with the use of intelligence by 
policy-makers. 

Hey, sometimes you 

have to torture people 

to protect human rights. 

And sometimes you 

have to he sarcastic 

to expose the horrible 

irony of situations. 

Siberia — plus, they don't have the 
pesky human rights restrictions of 
the U.S. legal system. Current and 
former U.S. intelligence officials 
and foreign sources even admit that 
about 70 percent of detainees taken 
to these black sites have little direct 
involvement in terrorism and little 
intelligence value. 

Hey, sometimes you've got to 
torture people to protect human 
rights. And sometimes you have to 
be sarcastic to expose the horrible 
irony of situations. 

Given the patterns of lying, manij)-
ulation and torture by Republicans, 
they must have gazed into that red 
abyss for much too long. I'd expect 
Republicans to ignore someone 
known for claiming, "God is dead." 
But maybe Republicans have just 
read their Nietzsche all too well, cast 
away their Christian slave morality 
and embraced the will to power. In 
that case, would Bill O'Reilly please 
stop getting pissed off when people 
say "Happy Holidays" instead of 
"Merry Christmas?" 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College 
sophomore and opinion editor. 

It is no surprise that the Bush 
administration would be slow to 
potentially critique itself, given its 
Kremlin-esque tactics. Then again, 
they could just critique themselves 
and then change the transcript. 

This sort of political manipula-
tion of historical facts is nothing 
new. Some would pass it off as the 
Bush administation just playing 
hardball, not as anything reminis-
cent of Soviet tactics. However, 
detainees tortured in secret CIA 
camps would say differently. 

According to the U.S. and for-
eign officials involved, about four 
years ago, the CIA started setting 
up secret torture bases known as 
"black sites" in Thailand, Afghani-
stan, Guantanamo Bay and Eastern 
Europe. Eastern Europe?The more 
things change the more they stay 
the same. I'm sure we've given 
some old KGB agents new starts, 
only this time they are torturing for 
democracy. And at least Thailand 
and Guantanamo are warmer than 

CONTACTING THE 
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Guest column 

Esperanza disappoints hope of sophistication 
There I was, expectant and filled 
with joy. New to Rice, right off the 
bat, I had been invited by a mem-
ber of the fairer sex to the formal 
dance of the fall — the 
beloved Esperanza. 

The very name is inspir-
ing: Esperanza. Hope. A 
noble quality. Our greatest 
stories revolve around the 
hopes for something bet-
ter in our lives. Hope be-
longs in the same category 
of emotion as love, honor 
and integrity. 

I've been a fairly socia-
ble lad through the years, 
but I had not attended a 
formal social dance before this one. 
I had adopted the attitude of "Why 
bother?" My peers in high school 
and middle school were immature 
rapscallions like most youths tend 
to be, and besides, nobody wants to 
bother with dancing while having to 
"leave space for Jesus." 

Nicolas 
Morrison 

The posters went up 
shortly before the 

event, the RPC reps 
were difficult to find 

there were few e-mails 

disseminating 
information and nary a 
mention of pop music 

being the core of a 
'Gatsbx Gala.' 

Esperanza was a gli m mer of hope 
forme—a dream ofbeing free among 

my cultured, mature fellow Owls to 
enjoy a night of class, in contrast to 
the nights of decadence more familiar 
to Rice. To seal the deal, the theme 

was the 1920s. Flappers, 
mobsters, grizzled detec-
tives, bootleggers! Swing, 
jazz, fast-paced, frenetic, 
stylishly delicious fun for 
all! 

1 did my research. I 
r ehea r sed diligently in 
my LPAP ballroom dance 
class. I dry-cleaned my 
suit, I shaved my scruff, 1 
procured a fedora from my 
MOB-memberroommate.I 
found a good place to dine. I 

even strategized the best routes to take 
via METRORail and old-fashioned 
clod-hopping walking. 

On Saturday, I made the last fate-
ful walk down Leeland Street. My 
hopes were raised: men in tuxedos! 
Women in sleek dresses! Behold, 
the Grand Room! 

Adjusting my fedora and striding 
boldly through the doors, ticket in 
hand and a beautiful woman by my 
side, mine eyes could but weep as 
they bore witness to the majesty 
of a candlelit paradise ... and the 
Black-Eyed Peas. 

What was this assaulting my 
ears? What was th is c r amped , 
congested dance floor with scores 
of our best and brightest engag-
ing in jigs to "Billy Jean"? What 
were these dark, flashing lights 
that obscured all o thers from my 
vision? Where were the flappers? 
I felt used, nay, violated. 

There is little hope for cultured, 
dignified social events at Rice if 
events like Esperanza involve the 
same musical playlist as any other 
Rice party. 'Hiis was to be the fall 
event of social bonding, of seeing 
one's friends and fellow classmates 
decked out in ravishing, snazzy garb. 

Yet on the main attraction, the dance 
floor, there was the same dark mad-
ness of a downtown club. 

Yes, I had known there was a disc 
jockey on hand controlling the music. 
Sure, there was some fear nibbling 
at my mind, placed into my head by 
last week's Backpage zinger about a 
"vegetative state" Esperanza. "Hope 
would prevail," I told myself. This 
was Esperanza, not "Don't Phunk 
With my Heart"-peranza! But Rice 
Program Council led me on with its 
fancy words and ways. 

RPC put a great deal of effort 
into Esperanza. The club is full of 
hardworking students who want to 
have fun at the end of the day, just 
like us. I salute them for organiz-
ing this event. But I hope RPC's 
advertising for future events will 
be more forthcoming about what 
should be expected. As it is, the 
pos ters went up short ly before 
the event, the RPC reps were dif-
ficult to find, there were few e-mails 
disseminating information and nary a 
mention of pop music being the core 
of a "Gatsby Gala." 

I want to see straightforward, ef-
fective promotion of what the event 
will offer us. I want more people to 
show up and be in the spirit of the 
moment. RPC, I want you to succeed 
in your hopes, your Esperanza. 

My Esperanza was not lost, 
though. My date and I danced in the 
open public space away from the 
dance floor wildly and elegantly, glee-
fully enjoying ourselves. And after 
returning to Rice, we promenaded 
under the moonlight. We had fun in 
the spirit of the night. I just hope the 
next event like Esperanza will be more 
conducive to others having that same 
formal, open atmosphere, without 
having to make it themselves. 

Nicolas Morrison isu Hanszen College 
freshman. 

Guest column 

Lazy college daze leads to life worth living 
S o m e t i m e , s o m e w h e r e I read 
that Cajunstend to be stereotyped as 
having a laid-back attitude. I'd have 
a more specific citation for you if I 
didn't fit said stereotype. 1 
often joke with my friends 
about trying to explain this 
to my professors: "Look, 
I'm lazy. I'm going to do 
work at the last minute, 
turn in papers late and do 
the absolute minimum of 
reading. I'm not going to 
worry much about your 
class and the first thing 
I'll ask when I get a grade 
is what the average was. 
Sorry, it's the way I am." 
My friends and 1 don't 
think this would go over so well. 

Devin 
Naquin 

I would personally 

be content living 

the silent, idle life, 

if only I could still 

afford those trips to 

sushi restaurants and 

concerts downtown. 

I embrace a lifestyle of valuing 
exper iences beyond papers and 
projects and resume building — a 
lifestyle involving not worry ing 
so much about what will happen 
after graduation in favor of living in 
the he re and now. My weeks with 
only a problem set or some light 
reading don't get filled with club 
meet ings or research — or worse, 
worrying about the work due the 
following week. I prefer to spend 
such free time with my friends: 
sitting around over beers, singing 
songs we miss from the 1990s or 
maybe just sitting on the couch 

listening to the latest album my 
brother recommended. 

When summer rolls around, I 
don't look around for some fancy 

internship. I just go home 
and grab a dead-end tech 
support job working for 
slightly more than mini-
mum wage — just enough 
to afford trips to sushi 
restaurants and concerts 
downtown with my sib-
lings. I certainly worry 
about my chances of one 
day actually ge t t ing a 
job, but my current way 
of life is good enough for 
the present. 

What's important about 
these choices is not the specifics, but 
the pattern I've developed of putting 
friends and family over work. We're 
all here at Rice to get an education 
and to better our lives. But in our 
attempts to become better people, 
we should not forget what makes us 
people to begin with. 

Our life's work should not be 
our main and driving force. I always 
think of it as a means of providing 
for and supplementing the life we 
would otherwise live. I would per-
sonally be content living the silent, 
idle life, if only I could still afford 
those trips to sushi restaurants and 
concer t s downtown. 

In college, we're people working 
toward jobs, but let's never let our 
lives become jobs themselves. Years 
from now, after I graduate and get 
those jobs, I don't imagine I'll come 
back and reminisce about work. 
I just can't picture sitting around 
the quad during homecoming or 
Beer-Bike with old college bud-
dies, having a conversation along 
the lines of: "Dude, remember that 
time we completely aced that math 
test?" "Yeah, man. I totally got an A 
in that class." 

Sure, I might remember that 
math test or what I learned in that 

class, but that will probably be 
much less important to me than 
the stories start ing with, "I was so 
wasted when ... ." 

I suppose I lie on the extreme 
end of the spectrum ranging from 
pre-med to slacker. I have the advan-
tage of genetics: my lifestyle might 
not be for everyone. But everyone 
should keep in mind that a busy life 
is only a worthwhile life if it involves 
certain amounts of sitting around 
doing nothing and being free from 
worry and stress. 

Devin Naquin is a Hanszen College 
junior. 

Guest column 

Sex amazing, but should 
be saved for marriage 
S e x i s a wonderful thing. It is the 
closest form of intimacy between a 
man and a woman. It is two people 
completely giving themselves 
to each other, and the 
ultimate expression of 
love and commitment. 
Sex is not inherently 
evil; rather, it is inher-
ently good. Not only is 
sex the means by which 
we bring forth life, it is 
also a highly pleasur-
able experience. 

Between two peo-
ple who love e a c h 
o t h e r and who a r e 
deeply committed to 
one another, sex se rves as a seal 
of that love and commitment . 
It is a physical expression of a 
deep emotional bond between 
two people. Having sex means 
being completely vulnerable , 
both physically and emotionally. 
When two people share love and 
commitment, that vulnerability 
only serves to bring them closer 
together . For t he se reasons , 
sex should be respected and 
not abused. 

Our cu l tu re d o e s not un-
derstand sex as it should. We 
have p e r v e r t e d t ha t which 
should be pure and beautiful. 
For example, adver t i sers sell 
products by using suggestive lan-
guage and showing near-naked 
w o m e n — and s o m e t i m e s 
men — in provocative poses. Not 
only does this devalue sex, but 
it also disrespects both women 
and men. 

Miriam 
Howland 

Marriage alone has 
the level of love and 

commitment that 
sex requires. 

Public displays of sexually 
stimulating images of women 
suggest that women are objects 
to be used and subsequent ly 
d i s c a r d e d by men for the i r 
own physical pleasure. These 
adver t isements are hurtful to 
women — consequently viewed 
as pieces of meat instead of 
people — as well as to men, who 
are socialized into believing that 
taking advantage of women is the 
cultural norm. 

Unfortunately, sex is also 
used manipulatively on a per-

sonal level. Men and women 
objectify and take advantage of 
each other for physical pleasu re, 
emotional gain or both. Instead 

of seeing sex as a gift 
given to and received 
f r o m e a c h p a r t n e r , 
it is used as a means 
to power. 

Sexual relationships 
w i t h o u t t h e p r o p e r 
levels of love and com-
mitment consti tute a 
sad exchange , of ten 
with one par tner crav-
ing physical pleasure 
and the other craving 
emotional intimacy. In 

this scenario, sex is not the self-
less giving of body and soul to 
another; rather, it is the means 
to selfish ends. 

Sex without love and commit-
ment is also emotionally danger-
ous. Since having sex means 
being completely vulnerable, sex 
in an emotionally unsafe environ-
ment only leaves people open 
to hurt . A girl who is sexually 
involved with her boyfriend is 
constantly plagued by the ques-
tion, "What if he breaks up with 
me?" And after the break-up of 
a relationship that included sex, 
a man or a woman is left alone, 
lamenting that he or she gave 
away his or her most personal 
and precious gift to someone who 
no longer cares for him or her. 
For this reason and others, non-
permanent relationships do not 
have the proper level of love and 
commitment for needed sex. 

What conditions, then, are ap-
propriate for sex? What relation-
ship provides a safe environment 
for the personal and precious gift 
of sex? Marriage. Marriage alone 
has the level of love and commit-
ment that sex requires. 

Imagine if you and your spouse 
had both saved your ultimate 
expressions of love only for one 
another . Then sex with your 
spouse would truly be something 
special, because you would know 
that you had both sacrificed and 
waited for each other. It would 
truly be a loving, selfless and 
mutually edifying experience. 

Sex outside of marriage only 
devalues its splendor, while within 
marriage it solidifies physical 
respect and emotional security, 
providing for the most beautiful 
sexual experience possible. 

Miriam Howland 
College junior. 
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YONG SHI/THRESHER 

Will Rice College freshman Neel Shah relaxes in a tar paper and twine hammock students in ARTV 390: 
Investigating Drawing constructed. 

Outer Loop robbery reported 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

An attempted armed robbery on 
the Outer Loop was reported to the 
Houston Police Department Nov. 14. 
The alleged victim—from whom noth-
ing was stolen—has given inconsistent 
reports, and HPD is still investigating 
the allegation, Rice University Police 
Lieutenant Dianna Marshall said. 

The attempted robbery occurred 
near the intersection of Main Street 
and Sunset Boulevard, Marshall said. 

The alleged victim, who is not affili-
ated with Rice, called HPD at 12:40 
a.m. to report the attempted robbery. 
He originally told HPD there were 
three suspects, but he later told the 
HPD reporting officer there was only 
one suspect, Marshall said. 

"The major difference [in his 
account] could call into question 
the whole veracity of the story," 
Marshall said. 

The alleged victim reported a 
large, black semi-automatic pistol 
was used in the attempted robbery, 

Baker Institute Summer in DC Intern Program 

T h e J a m e s A. Baker III Institute for Publ ic Po l i cy is s e e k i n g appl icants for its 2 0 0 6 Jesse 
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fu l l - t ime undergraduates through fall 2 0 0 6 . T h o s e se lec ted wil l attend a seminar on 

publ ic po l i cy and global affairs c o t e r m i n o u s with their internships, and wil l write a 

research report for publication. Appl i cants are individual ly respons ible for s e l ec t ing and 

es tab l i sh ing internships and res idency in DC. Interested students should send the 

f o l l o w i n g materials by January 31 to Dr. S t e v e n L e w i s , Wash ington Internship 

C o m m i t t e e . Baker Institute, M S - 4 0 : 

1. A letter of appl icat ion with your c a m p u s and h o m e addresses , t e l ephone number 

and e -mai l ; 

2. A short e s say o f no more than 6 0 0 w o r d s descr ib ing your career goa l s , your 

internship plans ( inc lud ing the organizat ions to w h i c h y o u have appl ied or wil l 

apply) , and h o w these tie in with the mis s ion and po l icy research programs o f the 

Baker Institute; 

3. A resume; 

4 . An o f f i c ia l , sea led transcript; 

5 . O n e letter o f r e c o m m e n d a t i o n from an individual w h o can d i s cus s your abil ity to 

conduct pol icy research. 

Q u e s t i o n s should be addressed to s w l e w i s ( « rice.edu 

Coffeehouse debuts 
organic coffee brand 

by Monica Huang 
THRESHER STAFF 

Marshall said. 
Marshall said RUPD did not 

respond to the call because it was 
not called and because HPD did not 
request help, since the attempted 
robbery was reported after it had 
allegedly occurred. 

Marshall said she has sent an 
internal memorandum to patrol offi-
cers and supervisors informing them 
of the allegation and encouraging 
increased awareness on their patrols. 
She said officers routinely patrol the 
perimeter of campus. 

Coffeehouse patrons can now 
get their caffeine fix while support-
ing fair prices for coffee fa rmers 
and organic growth. 

On Wednesday, the Coffeehouse 
began serving organically grown 
and f a i r - t r a d e - c e r t i f i e d c o f f e e 
from Katz Coffee — a Houston-
based roaster — which also sup-
plies area farmers ' markets and 
restaurants such as Empire Cafe 
and Mi Luna, Coffeehouse Public 
Relations Manager Mara Courtney 
said. Courtney, a Baker College 
sophomore, said the new brand 
costs the same amount as the old 
brand, so the prices of drinks will 
not change. 

'We've always thought 

we could improve our 

coffee. People were 

saying our coffee tasted 

like crap, but they 

drank it anyway.' 
— Katie Stephens 

Jones College senior 
Coffeehouse small inventory 

manager 

Fair-trade-certified coffee guar-
antees coffee farmers are paid a fair 
base price for their produce, and the 
organic growth helps preserve bird 
habitats by growing plants under 
shade trees, Courtney said. 

"Wethink (the coffee] tastes bet-
ter, and we believe in the fair trade 
mission," Courtney said. 'The re are 
still some kinks in the program, 
but we all agree that [fair trade is] 
something important enough to 
be a part of." 

Coffeehouse Small Inventory 

Manager Katie Stephens said the 
new coffee comes in different fla-
vors and from different countries, 
and it will be served on a rotating 
basis. 

Stephens, a Jones College se-
nior, said the Coffeehouse staff 
first thought about changing coffee 
brands when Center for the Study of 
Environment and Society Coordina-
tor Elizabeth Stephens (Will Rice 
'05) contacted the managers about 
two months ago. Katie and Eliza-
beth Stephens are not related. 

Katie Stephens said Elizabeth 
Stephens' proposal about switching 
to free-trade organic coffee and the 
managers ' desire to provide abet ter 
product prompted their decision to 
change suppliers. 

"We've a lways t h o u g h t we 
could improve our coffee," Katie 
Stephens said. "People were saying 
our coffee tasted like crap, but they 
drank it anyway." 

C o u r t n e y said C o f f e e h o u s e 
m a n a g e r s visi ted var ious local 
roasters before making the decision 
to switch suppliers last week. They 
chose Avi Katz, the owner of Katz 
Coffee, because of his enthusiasm 
for fair trade and his exper t ise in 
coffee, Courtney said. 

Courtney said the Coffeehouse 
will continue to improve the taste 
of its cof fee. The managers are cur-
rently working with Katz to improve 
their coffee-making p rocedures 
and machine maintenance. 

In other Coffeehouse changes, 
the m a n a g e r s have announced 
a contest to design a mural for 
the service counter 's wall, which 
was painted blue during recent 
renovations. The contest is aimed at 
encouraging student involvement, 
Courtney said. 

Entries, which will be judged by-
Coffeehouse managers and Student 
Center directors, are due Nov. 28. 
Managers hope to have a completed 
mural in place by Spring 2006. As 
of Tuesday, no entries had been 
submitted. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Nov. 8-13. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College Nov. 10 Computer monitor stolen. 

Other Buildings 
Autry Court 

Autry Court 

Parking Lots 
North Lot 

Greenbriar 
Annex Lot 

Other Areas 
Entrance 4 

Rice University 

Greenbriar Drive 

Wiess President's 
House 

Nov. 10 Two credit cards stolen from wallet Nov. 9. 

Nov. 10 Laptop stolen from backpack left at 
operations desk. 

Nov. 8 Vehicle hit. 

Nov. 13 Car broken into and purse stolen. $1,000 
withdrawal from debit card reported. 

Nov. 9 Gate swung closed and struck front 
of vehicle. 

Nov. 11 Money stolen from wallet two weeks ago. 

Nov. 12 One subject stumbling in road while 
walking with Rally Club from Chaucer 
House to Rice Stadium. Intoxicated 
underage Rice student issued municipal 
citations and sent back to Chaucer 
House with sober adult. 

Nov. 12 Valet damaged gate. 

University Boulevard Nov. 13 
near Entrance 8 

Subject driving with flat tires ran red light 
and sat through green light. Intoxicated 
non-Rice driver in p o s s e s s i o n of 
clenbuterol, a Mexican drug illegal in the 
United States. Subject arrested and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 
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CHILL 
From page 1 

break was held over three nights 
in a different location each night. 
Total attendance at these study 
breaks was lower than attendance 
at previous one-night study breaks, 
and Advisory Council members 
suggested the decrease was due 
to the multiple locations and dates. 
Last semester, the "Leebron-Forman 
Getaway Study Break' was held in 
the RMC on a single night and at-
tendance increased. 

Beckwith said students prefer a 
campus-wide, one-night study break 
because they are more likely to see 

their friends than if the study break 
is spread out over several nights. 

"We got the loud and clear mes-
sage that students wanted one bigger 
night," Beckwith said. 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Rathi Asaithambi said she 
was concerned the study break 
would overlap with college study 
breaks. 

"With only one night for this study 
break, there's such a good chance 
that someone's college event will 
be at the same time as the big one," 
Asaithambi said. 

CHILL STUDY BREAK 
Location 

Grand Hall 

Sammy's 

Willy's Pub 

13th Street 

Coffeehouse 

Kelley Lounge 

Miner Lounge 

Meyer Conf. 

Room 

Ley Hallway 

Farnsworth 

Pavilion 

9 p.m. 1 0 p.m. 

Variety show with Chuck Throckmorton as emcee 

Door prize raffle tickets 
distributed and drawn 
throughout performances. 
Individuals selected 
for door prizes. Must 
be present to win. 

Performers possibly including: Jack Lape Brass Quintet, 
Rice Flute Choir, Rice Symphonic Band, Jordan Allen 
(acoustic guitar/voice), Rice Chorale (or subset 
ensemble), Spontaneous Combustion teaser, Rice 
Philharmonics teaser 

Food for 750 students 

Bottled Water 

"Moxie" rock band 

Ice cream sundaes 

TBA student group 

750 12 oz. smoothies from Smoothie King 

(375 Caribbean way and 375 strawberry kiwi) 

Free coffee 

RTV 5 premiere of 

"Rice Dating Show" 

RTV5 premiere of 

"Rice Dating Show" 

Free 10-minute chair massages. There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the Information Desk after 12 p.m. Sunday for 
students to schedule massages in advance. Remaining 
slots will be first come, first serve. 

Aromatherapy Aromatherapy 

Do-it-yourself stress reduction: The Wellness Center 
will provide resources and hand-outs on stress 
management, including deep-breathing exercises. 
Books and stress toys will also be available. 

While supplies last: 

Grafitti Therapy (butcher block paper & crayons) 
Decorate your own cookies 
Snowflake making 
Decorate your own coffee mug 

Iht- Fannie and John Hert/ Foundation 

takes grea t p leasure in 

. n n o u n c i n g Fall 2 0 0 5 F e l l o w s h i p Awards 

co Rice Un ive r s i ty g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t : 

Hertz Ms. Gwendolyn Hoben 
Biotechnology/Materials .Science 

fivedom to iitnomlr 

M s . H o b e n is o n e of 1 5 

H e r t z F o u n d a t i o n Fel lows 

c h o s e n f r o m a field ot 6 6 2 a p p l i c a n t s t o receive 

a live year G r a d u a t e Fe l l owsh ip A w a r d ol u p t o $ 2 4 0 , 0 0 0 

in the 

A p p l i e d Phys ica l a n d F .ng inee r ing Sc iences . 

T h e H e r t / F o u n d a t i o n w o u l d l ike to e x t e n d its c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to 

Rice University 

to r a t t r a c t i n g th i s Fel low t o t h e i r g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m . 

See www.hert/foundation.org for more details. 

Grad student Revell named RA 
by Perry Factor 

THRESHER STAFF 

Hanszen College named Chris 
Revell, a third-year bioengineering 
graduate student, as its new resi-
dent associate Wednesday. Revell, a 
former Valhalla manager, will begin 
his term in January. 

'As graduate students, 

... you can get tucked 

away and not know a 

lot of people. It's just 

amazing that 300 people 

are... embracing me and 

want to get to know me 

as well.' 
— Chris Revell 

New Hanszen College 

res iden t associate 

No graduate students are cur-
rently se rv ing as RAs. Search 
Committee ChairTom Gray said the 
committee was initially concerned 
that graduate students would be 
too close in age to undergraduates 
to be effective mentors. However, 
the committee found Revell to be 
mature and to fit well with Hanszen, 
Gray said. 

Revell said he thinks being just 
a few years removed from being an 
undergraduate will be an asset. 

"I've been through a lot of the 
same experiences that a lot of the 
students are going through, so I have 
an ability to help, but also an ability 
to learn from them," Revell said. 

Revell said he hopes to see un-

dergraduates and graduate students 
interact more. 

"I've heard from day one that 
through the college system you 
really understand what it's like to 
be a Rice student, and as gradu-
ate students we miss out on that," 
Revell said. 

Revell said he is looking forward to 
meeting Hanszenites and experienc-
ing the college system. 

"I'm looking forward to getting 
to know 300 new faces on campus," 
Revell said. "As graduate students, 
... you can get tucked away and 
not know a lot of people. It's just 
amazing that 300 people are ... 
embracing me and want to get to 
know me as well." 

Revell said he decided to apply 
for the RA position after several 
of his undergraduate research as-
sistants from Hanszen suggested 
he do so. 

"I met a few people in the col-
lege, ended up filling out an appli-
cation [and] enjoyed the process 
tremendously," Revell said. 

Gray said Revell's approachability 
made him stand out. 

"He was so easy to interact with," 
Gray said. "Everyone instantly felt 
so comfortable with him — he has 
a mature presence. And his dedica-
tion to Hanszen was evident from 
the start." 

The search committee surprised 
Revell with the announcement of his 
selection in his laboratory Wednes-
day morning. He was formally in-
troduced to the college at Hanszen 
Cabinet Wednesday night. 

Revell, who graduated from 
Georgia Tech University, is a Ph.D. 
candidate studying cartilage regen-
eration with Professor Kyriacos 
Athanasiou. 

Revell fills the opening created 
when FE&P Business Services 
Coord ina to r Nancy Elliott re-

# # * If f It | 

Newly named Hanszen College resident 
associate Chris Revell, a bioenginering 
graduate student. 

signed in September for personal 
reasons. 

'I've heard from day 

one that through the 

college system you really 

understand what it's like 

to be a Rice student, and 

as graduate students we 

miss out on that.' 
— Revell 

Hanszen is currently searching 
for a second RA to fill the opening 
that will be created when Paul 
and Jen Sutera leave at the end 
of the academic year. Gray said 
no timetable has been set for that 
search. 

dispelmyths 
about Rice 

J 
N o v 2 1 9 p m l K e l l e y i L O u n g e 
Find out about the student admission** 
council ftfhow .toffiiltryour'Kigh*schoolfi 
over winter breaktospread the word 
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Women and Gender Studies 
adds 'sexuality' to its title 

by Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

One of Rice's majors just got a 
little sexier. 

The Program for Women and 
Gender Studies will inaugurate 
its new name, the Program for 
the Study of Women, Gender and 
Sexuality, with a reception and 
guest lecture this afternoon. 

Helena Michie, the program's 
director, said the name change was 
made to better depict the program's 
scope and direction. 

"[The program] already has 
an Introduction to Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender stud-
ies course and Queer Theory 
course," Michie, an English pro-
fessor, said. "We hope to see more 
courses on sexuality in the future, 
so it makes sense to change the 
name now." 

Michie said no new sexuality-
related courses will beoffered next 
semester, but she hopes some will 
be developed for Fall 2006. The 

program is currently offering its 
students and faculty monetary 
incentives to create such courses, 
Michie said. 

"It takes a lot of work to create 
a curriculum from scratch," she 
said. "We are willing to reward 
our members who provide us with 
those resources." 

In addition to looking for new 
courses, the program is currently 
searching for a new director. Mich-
ie said she is holding the position 
only temporarily, after former 
director Lynne Huffer left Rice at 
the end of Spring 2005 for a position 
in Emory University's women's 
studies department. Michie said 
a new director should be chosen 
by Fall 2006. 

Michie said the program is also 
looking for other new faculty affili-
ates both within Rice and outside 
the university. 

Michie she said she expects the 
change to attract more undergradu-
ate students to the major. 

Lovett College sophomore An-

nie Conderacci said she thinks the 
change has been needed. 

"It's ridiculous that I am tak-
ing WGST courses now that are 
more about sexuality and race 
than chicks versus guys," she 
said. "Adding sexuality to the 
program name can only make 
things better." 

Michie said the change will 
benefit the department, even 
though it makes the program title 
more clumsy. 

"When we first started the 
program, there was a struggle 
over the name," Michie said. 
"The acronym is already awk-
ward, and with the change we 
are probably going to be the most 
awkwardly named program at the 
university." 

The inaugura l event will 
include a lecture by Emory Uni-
versity English Professor Richard 
Rambuss, entitled "Indicatively 
male." The lecture and reception 
will take place in the Humanities 
Building, room 117, at 4 p.m. 

MINORS 
From page 1 

Forman said he imagines a minor 
being proposed by a group of fac-
ulty members from different depart-
ments. The proposal states, "Minors 
are generally created by a group of 
faculty who come together under a 
common interest and propose the 
minor and its requirements." 

According to the proposal, a minor 
would have to be approved by depart-
ments and schools that would offer a 
course in the program, as well as the 
undergraduate curriculum committee 
and the provost. The minors proposal 
also contains a "sunset" clause that 
would require individual'minors be 
re-approved every five years to remain 
part of the curriculum. 

Under the proposal, each minor 
would have one faculty member 
responsible for advising students 
and overseeing the minor's course 
offerings. As with majors, courses 
used for a minor could not be taken 
Pass/Fail, and a student would have 
to maintain at least a 2.0 grade point 
average in the minor in order to 
complete it. 

The proposal to recognize minors 
might be approved and instituted be-
fore the 2006-'07 school year begins, 
but Forman said he does not expect 
many individual minors to be added 
to the curriculum by that time. So 
far, a joint proposal by the economics 

WANT TO BE NATIONALLY 

PUBLISHED? 

The Baker Institute Student Forum 
Journal of Public Policy is seeking 

submissions for its 1st annual edition. 

Submit any policy related papers—original work or class 
submissions 
All subject areas accepted; no major requirements 
Cash prizes for top articles 
Journal will be available nationally 
Book reviews will be accepted 

E-mail dalexqreen@qmail.com to make your submission today!!! Or e-mail 
daqfeen@fice.edu for more information on submissions or book reviews. 

department and the Jones Graduate 
School of Management for a business 
minor is the only one to have been 
formally proposed. 

"Nobody should expect an on-
slaught of a dozen of minors in the 
spring," Forman said. These will take 
time to think through and organize. 
The business minor may very well 
be the only one submitted before 
next year." 

Forman said faculty members are 
considering other subjects that migh t 
lead to proposals for minors, including 
legal studies, medical humanities and 
one in engineering that would focus 
on a capstone research project. 

Kehoe, also the SA academics 
chair, said the SA is conducting a 
paper survey — being administered 
by new student representatives — to 
gauge student opinion on minors as 
well as other academic issues. Kehoe 
said he hopes 200-300 students fill out 
the survey. The SA is not using any 
scientific survey techniques, but Ke-
hoe said he expects those surveyed 
students to be an adequate sample 
of the student body. Data on minors 
from the survey will be presented to 
the Faculty Senate, Kehoe said. 

Forman said the effort to add 
minors to the curriculum is the first 
in what he hopes will be many im-
provements to the Rice curriculum 
over the next few years. 

"One of reasons for the creation of 
[the dean of undergraduates position ] 
was there was nobody whose job it 
was to keep a constant eye on the cur-
riculum," Forman said. "I'm hopeful 
that this is the first step in a full-scale 
review of the curriculum that will take 
place over the next few years." 

FORMAL 
From page 1 

RPC has not finished calculating 
the exact number of tickets sold 
and the amount of money it earned 
or lost on the event, Swingle said. 
Swingle estimated RPC sold about 
400 tickets — which cost $25 in 
advance and $30 at the door — and 
spent $10,500 on the venue, which 
included the disc jockey, security 
and catering. last year, about 700 
people attended Esperanza and RPC 
lost about $4,000. 

RPC has traditionally made money 
on Esperanza and lost money on 
Rondelet, the spring formal. 

Despite the transportation prob-
lems, Swingle said she was pleased 
with Esperanza as a whole and thinks 
the facility was a good choice. 

"[The Grand Room staff] set ev-
erything up beautifully," Swingle said. 
"I thought the DJ we hired through 
them had a pretty good selection of 
music, and the catering was great. 
They were really easy to work with 
and very accommodating." 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Manish Agrawal said the I)J was not 
satisfactory. 

"[The DJ] played this weird mix 
of music and was completely unre-
sponsive to the crowd," Agrawal said. 
"He would play a horrible song, and 
everybody would leave [the dance 
floor but ] he still let two or three songs 
of the same genre keep playing. ... I 
could do a better job." 

Hanszen College senior Amit 
Patel said this year's Esperanza was 
mediocre compared to his previous 
experiences. 

"The I)J sucked, and the place 
wasOK," Patel said. "They havedone 
better jobs with the location ... [for] 
other formals. I think the thing that 
makes Esperanza and Rondelet fun 
is the number of people who come, 
[but this year) it seems like it wasn't 
that big of a deal." 

Recent Esperanza locations in-
clude Minute Maid Park, the NASA 
Space Center, the Crowne Plaza hotel 
and the Koch Building. 

This year's theme was "A Gatsby 
(Jala at the Grand Room." Previous 
themes have included "Breakfast 
at Tiffany's," "Field of Dreams," 
"Comic Disco" and "Let the Good 
Times Roll." 

mailto:dalexqreen@qmail.com
mailto:daqfeen@fice.edu
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• SA President James Lloyd announced that in January, the Rice 
Bookstore will buy back used textbooks for 50 percent of their original 
price. Lloyd said the bookstore will probably have drawings or giveaways 
to encourage student participation. 

• Lloyd, a Brown College senior, said college senators and new stu-
dent representatives will distribute surveys about the proposal to add 
minors to the curriculum (See story, page 1) and the curriculum in 
general. The survey was created by SA Academics Chair John Kehoe, 
a Wiess College sophomore. 

• SA Environmental Chair Guyton Durnin said students are usingabout 
70 percent more paper cups and plates than last year. Durnin, a Will 
Rice College senior, said this increased paper usage has resulted 
from a shortage of plastic cups and ceramic plates in the college 
kitchens, since students are taking plastic cups and ceramic plates 
to their rooms and not returning them to the serveries. Durnin said 
Will Rice will test a program in which students can have their own 
personal cups washed twice a week to see if fewer plastic cups are 
removed from the serveries. 

• Durnin also asked the SA for $50 to pilot a program of using 
bamboo plates and sugarcane cups. Durnin said bamboo plates 
cost about the same amount as ceramic plates but do not break as 
easily. The Senate unanimously approved the funding. Durnin said 
the colleges will be put into three groups during Spring 2006 for an 
"energy challenge," to see which team can reduce its energy usage 
by the greatest percentage. Durnin said he also hopes to develop a 
"sustainability pledge," which will encourage students to commit to 
protecting the environment. 

• Lloyd said he is developing a statement about students' involvement 
in giving feedback to President David Leebron's Call to Conversation. 
Lloyd said the statement will be voted on next week. 

• The college representatives then broke into three groups — presi-
dents, senators and new student representatives — to develop a 
self-assessment of their roles in the SA. 

ONE WORLD 
ONE MISSION 

ONE PERSON 
Is it you? 

One person 
makes a difference when 

the mission of Christ 
meets the world. 

Share their lives. 

Change your life 
forever. 

For the ful l s to ry con tac t 

Fathers & Brothers 

One World, One Mission 
Fr. Gerry Kelly. M . M . 

Maryknol l Fathers & Brothers 

2 3 6 0 Rice Blvd. 

Hous ton . TX 7 7 0 0 5 - 2 6 5 2 
e-mai l : gekel lymm@aol .com 
phone: (713) 529-1912 
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$1000 for Best Papers! 
Professional Opportunity for Undergrads! 

Fame and Glory! 

(Medieval Studies program 
Undergraduate Symposium 

Hpril 20-22, 2006 Owl (jQeekend 

Call for Papers 

An award totaling $1000 for conference travel 
will be given to the two best Medieval Studies 

Undergraduate Papers at the symposium 

Submission Date: February 1, 2006 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS MOUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 
DECEMBER 1, 

2005. 

picks 
t o d a y 

FOREVER AND 
EVER AMEN 

Ever-popular singer/ 

songwriter Ben Folds 

performs live. 

Today at 6 : 3 0 p.m. 

Numbers. 

3 0 0 Westheimer. 

Please call 

(713) 5 2 6 - 6 5 5 1 for 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

BASQUIAT 

I Artist Jean-Michel 

Basquiat stars in 

Downtown 81, a gritty 

look at the New York 

art scene. 

Saturday at 8 p.m. and 

Sunday at 2 and 7 p.m. 

The MFAH. 

1 0 0 1 Bissonnet. 

Please call 

(713) 639 -7300 for 

more information. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

THE HOT LINE 
SUSPENSE 

COMEDY 

S e e Peter Sellers play 

a cast of characters in 

Stanley Kubrick's classic 

Dr. Strangelove or: How I 

Learned to Stop Worrying 

and Love the BomS. 

Tonight, Saturday and 

Sunday at 8 p.m. 

The Rice Media Center. 

LANDSCAPES 

I 

Seductive 'Domain' places nature at forefront 
Marshall Robinson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Matthew White and Frank Webb's 
new installation at the Rice Art Gal-
lery, Eminent Domain, personifies 
the never-ending battle of man versus 
nature. Their environment's mixture 
of black and white structures juxta-
posed against a gargantuan color 
landscape can not help but brighten 
a viewer's day. 

'eminent domain' 

Rice Gallery 
Rating: • • • • 

(out of five) 

White and Webb, with back-
g rounds in ballet and finance, 
respectively, are an unlikely duo 
of interior designers. They have 
garnered recent fame from a line 
of furnishings entitled the Intaglio 
Collection — intaglio is Italian for 
etchings — and their fascination 
with this lithograph-based art form 
served as a foundation for their in-
stallation at the Gallery. The graphic 
furniture pieces are covered with 
hyper-enlarged antique engravings, 
and one, Chandelier A, inspired the 
installation and serves as the center 
and focal point of the space. 

ChandelierA, the only permanent 
piece in the gallery, is constructed 
of rigid plastic adorned with a silk 
screen of a 17th-century engrav-
ing. In the center of the gallery, 
surrounding the chandelier, sits a 
small, black-and-white pavilion. The 
interiorisadorned with 18th-century 
French engravings and its floor 
is etched from the Great Mosque 
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COURTESY RICE GALLERY 

With Eminent Domain, artists Matthew White and Frank Webb have transformed the Rice Gallery into a floral wonderland. 

in Damascus, while the pavilion's 
ceiling has Italian origins. These 
elements combine to create a visu-
ally enticing, worldly space. 

The monochromatic pavilion 
houses a table below the chandelier, 
on which rests a box of pinned-
down, cardboard butterflies. Upon 
looking up from the small box of 
butterflies and out into the rest of 
the gallery, the humor of the exhibit 
becomes apparent: The stark center 
is juxtaposed with surroundings 
of gigantic, vividly colored plants 
and insects, and as viewers step 
off the sterile pavilion floor they 

are greeted with Astroturf and 
"natural" chaos. 

The walls are painted a flat, vi-
brant green to match the Astroturf 
and are decked in hand-colored, 
oversized etchings of biologically 
accurate garden life. The etchings 
a re taken f rom Maria Sibylla 
Marian's Erucarum Ortus, one of 
the earliest and most comprehen-
sive works of its kind, and are all 
so well reproduced that only after 
close examination does a viewer 
realize they are blown up copies of 
thumbnail-sized images. 

Some of the pieces lie flush with 

the walls while others jut out into the 
gallery, giving the illusion of higher 
dimensions, but the expansiveness 
of the hand coloring on each piece 
immediately catches the viewer's 
eyes. Although their work is not 
true to the original colors. White 
and Webb create color combinations 
that explode off the walls and draw 
in viewers. 

The large glass panes at the front 
of the gallery allow the installation to 
take on different characteristics as the 
light changes. At night, overhead lamp 
bulbs fill the room with flat light that 

See DOMAIN, page 12 

Players lack chemistry, showcase strong technical 'Design' 
Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Design, indeed. The Rice Flay-
ers ' fall production, Design for 
Living, has a script that thrives on 
art, characters hell-bent on design-
ing alternative moral fashions for 
themselves and, most prominently, 
a set and technical design modern 
Broadway producers could — and 
should — envy. 

% 'a des ign for 
living' 

The Rice Players 
Rating: • • • 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8 . 0 0 p.m. 
$5 students 

The show, wri t ten by Noel 
Coward in 1933 as a Broadway 
vehicle for himself and two friends, 
remains as edgy today as it was 
then , when it debuted amidst 
the Depression Era revolution in 
American theater. The premise is 
fairly simple: two guys, one girl 
... no pizza place. The male leads, 
Leo (Brown College f reshman 
William Hochstettler) and Otto 
(music g radua te s tudent Sean 
Bayntun) are both artists, and 
Gilda (Wiess College sophomore 
Haley Richardson) is their best 
friend, sometimes-roommate and 
muse. The three are the epitome of 
a menage a trios: The men wrestle 
over Gilda and then, heartbroken 

at her sudden dis-
appearance, settle 
on each other for a 
while, and viewers 
cannot help but 
wonder if love was 
never really made 
for just two people 
to share. 

As the house 
l i gh t s d im, t h e 
Players'opening of 
Design does what 

its Broadway counterpart could 
not have: coordinates the darken-
ing aisles with a digital slide show 
of the three friends goofing off 
together in Paris and a nostalgic, 
giddy soundtrack that toes the lines 
between rock, jazz and folk. 

The effect is visually stunning in 
itself, and positively overwhelming 
when contrasted with the low-tech, 
practical set of a couch, chairs and a 
table. Behind these props, though, 
is a constantly evolving bouquet 
of paintings ranging from Victo-
rian-esque cityscapes to details of 
elegant architecture. The paintings 
change as the trio flits from city to 
city across Western Europe and 
ends up in New York. These float-
ing hangings offset the stage's 
tangle of doors and windows — a 
few oversize gold picture frames 
interchangeably serve as both sorts 
of entryways and make a lovely 
border for Gilda as she poses in 
front of the boys. 

Director Troy Scheid (Baker 
'02) and her technical stage crew 
should be applauded for this 
visual imagery, and viewers who 
are distracted by its unsettling 
beauty need not feel guilty — the 
play exists much more for looks 
than for dialogue. 

The acting is not bad, it just is 
not the highlight of the show. The 
chemistry between Hochstettler, 
Bayntun and Richardson never 
quite seems to solidify and many 
lines are spoken in a terrible rush 
— whether this is the fault of 
nervous actors or an intentional 
reaction to the many unnerving 
situations in the play is unclear. 

In this chaotic troupe, one char-
acter stands out as the godfatherly 
and mildly disapproving patron of 
the pack. Hanszen College senior 
Jon Ix'vy plays Ernst, a gentlemanly 
art dealer and friend of the trio, and 
he delivers an unmatchedly calm 
performance that focuses both cast 
and audience members on the story 
unfolding in front of them. 

IVY ASHE/THRESHER 

Gilda, played by Wiess College sophomore Haley Richardson, is one third of a 
love triangle in the Rice Players' production of Noel Coward's Design for Living. 

Design for Living is an excep-
tional show that addresses interplay 
between relationships and living 
arrangements in a manner that is 
especially relevant after Proposition 
2, which bans gay marriage, was re-
cently ratified and added to the Texas 
Constitution. Its brash and crude 
approach to reactions against alterna-

tive lifestyles contrasts garishly with 
the art gallery-worthv set. The show 
is undoubtedly worth seeing, even 
after the second intermission drags 
it to a hefty two and a half hours. But 
be forewarned: The well-designed 
framework of the show will probably 
draw more applause than the art of 
the acting deserves. 
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VOX KEYS 

Relevant 'Wind' boasts two impressive lead performances 
Elizabeth Mims 
THRESHER STAFF 

Lovett College was wise to choose 
Inherit the Wind. The play's many lev-
els of meaning and current political 
relevance make it perfectly suitable 
for college audiences and college 
theater. And while two stellar lead 
performances anchor this produc-
tion, Lovett's overall execution is 
rather mediocrr. 

* i n h e r i t t h e w i n d ' 

Lovett College 
Rating: • • • 

(out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8:00 p.m. 
$1 students, $4 faculty and staff, 

$6 general admission 

Based on the Scopes trial of 
1925, the story takes the audience 
th rough the trial of a Tennessee 
school teacher who violates state 
law by teaching Charles Darwin ' s 
t heo ry of evolution. The audience 
watches as one small-town man ' s 
indictment becomes national news, 
thanks to the publicity of a famed 
reporter , E.K. Hornbeck (Lovett 
sophomore Trevor Murphy) . Al-
though the prosecut ing at torney, 
Mat thew Harrison Brady (Lovett 
f r e shman Nathan Bledsoe) and his 
ju ry of fellow fundamental is t Chris-
tians have the upper hand in cour t , 
the defense leaves a lasting mark, 
closing the play with a brilliant coun-
t e r a r g u m e n t . D e f e n s e a t t o r n e y 
Henry D r u m m o n d (Lovett senior 
Brian Doctrow) both humil ia tes 
Brady and spreads his evolutionist 
message to the town. 

Par ts of the play are reminiscent 
of the current political debate about 
intelligent design, thereby making 
a nice c o n t e m p o r a r y Amer ican 
ricochet — a shrewd pick by direc-
tor and producer Amanda Anglin, a 
Lovett senior. 

HMaMUt 

As timely as the production is, 
a cumbersome first act hinders 
the play's overall effect. Because 
Jerome Lawrence and Robert Lee 
wrote the first two scenes as chiefly 
expository, they lack drama. Fur-
t h e r m o r e , on t he Lovett stage, 
they lack a s e n s e of d i rec t ion . 
W h a t should be an e n g r o s s i n g 
introduct ion to the "buckle of t h e 
Bible Belt" town of Hillsboro ge t s 
drowned in clumsy blocking. Small 
dialogue exchanges a re awkward 
and forced, making minor charac-
te r s s eem like car ica tures miming 
the i r daily activities. And a l though 
t h e p roduc t ion m a k e s e f fec t ive 
use of the Lovett Commons ' lack 
of o f f s tage area, the large open 
spaces on s tage could be put to 
be t t e r use . 

Their closing 
arguments shy 
away from 
traditional 
orations and 
venture into 
POETIC 
monologues. 

Hints in the script let us know 
the town of Hillsboro is small, South-
ern and very Christian, yet each 
character speaks with a different 
accent — ranging from thick Deep 
South to standard American. Some 
consistency in this respect would 
help the audience develop a keener 
sense of place. 

The core of the play lies in the 
courtroom drama that fills the sec-
ond and third acts — when Lovett's 
production gains momentum. 

In Act 2, the relationship be-
t w e e n B r a d y and D r u m m o n d 
moves to the front, and the bes t 

-
ANNA WHITMIRE/THRESHER 

Attorneys Matthew Harrison Brady (Lovett College freshman Nathan Bledsoe, left) and Henry Drummond (Lovett senior 
Brian Doctrow) square off in Lovett's production of Inherit the Wind. 

m o m e n t s in the production lie in 
the exchanges between these two 
actors. Thei r roles are distinct, sym-
pathetic and confidently executed . 
Against the small-town backdrop, 
these two charac te r s shine; their 
closing a r g u m e n t s shy away from 
tradi t ional ora t ions and ven tu re 
into poetic monologues , shedd ing 
light onto each man 's personality. 
A very tangible chemis t ry fl ickers 
b e t w e e n B ledsoe and Doctrow, 
who take the i r exchanges into a 
realm that the rest of the I^ovett 
cast does not reach, demons t ra t ing 
that a t tempting careful command 
of the rich language in the play is 

a necessa ry risk. 
T h e ca s t a s a whole , whi le 

general ly dis jointed, does achieve 
m o m e n t s of co rpo rea l uni ty in 
the post-exposit ion scenes . T h e r e 
a r e s e v e r a l s o n g s t h r o u g h o u t 
the show, and the s tandout is a 
hymnal du r ing a prayer mee t ing 
led by Reverend Je remiah Brown 
(Lovett Resident Associate Rick 
Spuler) . As the reverend finishes 
the s e r m o n , m e m b e r s of the con-
gregat ion begin to close the i r eyes 
and raise the i r h a n d s in the air, 
a t t empt ing to touch the light of 
God, yelling "Amen!" and "Jesus!" 
be fo re the cast b r e a k s into song. 

Joy r ings in e v e r y o n e ' s voice, the 
cast hit t he no tes and they smile 
to each o the r back and for th like a 
town full of real people devoted to 
worship . Song, in l o v e t t ' s produc-
tion, s h o w c a s e s a ha rmon ious cast 
bond . In t h e s e m o m e n t s of music , 
the aud ience is able to exper ience 
the i r s ame visceral del ight . 

Overa l l , Love t t ' s p r o d u c t i o n 
of Inherit the Wind a l t e rna tes be-
tween poignant and mild. Because 
of several s h a r p p e r f o r m a n c e s , 
many less pe r suas ive m o m e n t s 
pale in compar i son . But the show 
is quick, funny, full of s t i r r ing prose 
and definitely wor th seeing. 

New adaptation breathes life into Austen's 'Pride and Prejudice' 
Janine Moreau 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Darcy lovers, prepare to swoon 
yet again at r omance ' s favori te 
snob in the new film adaptation 
of Jane Austen ' s popular novel. 
While Colin Fir th captured the 
hea r t s of count less women with 
his portrayal of Darcy in the 1996 
BBC miniseries adaptation, British 
television phenomenon Mat thew 
MacFadyen (Enigma) gives a per-
suasive performance. MacFadyen 
was up against the "Firth factor," 
but MacFadyen's Darcy is proud, 
impassioned and even easier on the 
eyes than Firth's. 

'pride and 
prejudice ' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • • 1/2 

(out of five) 

Opposite MacFadyen is Keira 
Knighley (Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Peart) as 
Elizabeth Bennet. the sharp, kind 
and sensible heroine of the film. 
Knightley lights up the screen as 
the lippy, strong-willed and clas-
sically beautiful Elizabeth — her 
lively t emper repl ica tes that of 
her charac te r from Bend it like 
Beckham. Elizabeth and Darcy 's 
dynamic in t e rac t ions a re filled 
with wit and callousness, and their 
relat ionship 's development leaves 
audiences smiling. 

T h e story tells of five sisters 
coming of age in Georgian Eng-
land's cliquish high society. T h e 
girls ' overbearing mother (Lovely 
and Amazing's Brenda Blethyn) 

p r e s s u r e s them to s ecu re good 
marr iages, because if they are still 
unmarr ied when their father, Mr. 
Bennet (The Italian Job's Donald 
Sutherland) dies, their family house 
will go to a distant cousin. Appar-
ently, finding her daughters good 
husbands has become Mrs. Bennet 's 
sole purpose in life. 

Wright, in his 
first feature-
length film, does 
a wonderful job 
RECREATING 
the 18th-century 
Georgian England 
Austen describes 
in her novel. 

So when a very wealthy and 
gentlemanly Mr. Bingley (British 
television actor Simon Woods) and 
his even wealthier friend Mr. Darcy 
come to the countryside, Elizabeth's 
sister Jane (Die Another Day's Rosa-
mund Pike) falls for Mr. Bingly, only 
to find her mother has made a hasty 
judgment against him despite his 
wealth. The plot thickens as gossip, 
scandal and class tensions mount. 

Shakespeare in Acid's Dame Judi 
Dench and Cold Mountains Jena 
Malone also make spirited appear-
ances as Mr. Darcy's aristocratic, 
snobby aunt and Elizabeth's plunky 
younger sister, respectively. 

The film, directed by newcomer 
Joe Wright, follows the basic plot of 
Austen's classic novel while provid-

COURTESY FOCUS FEATURES 

Kiera Knightly and Matthew MacFadyen star as Jane Austen's iconic love birds Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy in 
director Joe Wright's film adaptation of Pride and Prejudice. 

ing a youthful and fresh spin. The 
story unfolds quickly — especially 
compared to previous adaptations 
and the novel itself — and the entire 
film lasts only two hours. Thankfully, 
however, Wright 's portrayal was 
mostly consistent. Die-hard Pride and 
Prejudice fans may criticize the film 
for omitting scenes from the novel, 
but Wright maintains historical au-
thenticity in the costuming and set. 

T h e c i n e m a t o g r a p h y in t h e 
film is excel lent , h ighl ight ing a 
set full of breathtakingly beautiful 
count rys ide and estates . At t imes, 
the camera pans dizzyingly, but 
the aes thet ic resul ts counter the 
vague nausea viewers may feel. 
Each scene glows with rich color, 
which adds to the film's modern 
sense . Wright, in his first feature-
length film, does a wonderful job 

recrea t ing the lHth-century Geor-
gian England Austen descr ibes in 
he r novel. 

Pride and Prejudice falls undeni-
ably into the category of "chick flick " 
However, the humorous dialogue, 
gorgeous cast and surprisingly fast 
paced storyline enhance the film's 
appeal to male audiences, making it 
a fine weekend distraction for groups 
of guys and gals alike. 
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COURTESY WARNER BROTHERS PICTURES 

Daniel Radclrffe stars as the title hero in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. 

Anticipation for new 
Potter film runs high 
Nikk i Metzgar 
FOR THE THRESHER 

' T h e Goblet of Fire const i tutes 
a binding magical contract," pro-
claims a merchant in Harry Potter 
and the Goblet of Fire. To movie-
g o e r s eve rywhere , this p romise 
means aisles are going to be packed 
this weekend with fans who are 
bound to see this film debut. 

T h e four th instal lment of the 
H a r r y Po t t e r s e r i e s a r r i v e s in 
t h e a t r e s today. Already breaking 
r e c o r d s at the box off ice for ad-
vance sales, this movie has been 
long a n t i c i p a t e d by f ans . T h e 
movie c locks in at 2 h o u r s and 37 
minu tes — relatively shor t for a 
H a r r y Pot ter film — but it leaves 
out much of the 700-something-
page novel. 

To give a bet ter unders tanding 
of this cropped story to those who 
have not seen previous films or 
have forgotten — or never knew 
— some of the plot, he re are some 
of the details most important to 
unders tand ing The Goblet of Fire. 

The wizarding world is composed 
of good and bad wizards. The particu-
larly evil are led by Lord Voldemort, 
akathe Dark Lord.aka He-Who-Must-
Not-Be-Named (he'sjust that frighten-
ing). Voldemort killed Harry Potter's 
parents when he was a baby, but his 
attempt on Harry's life backfired and 
defeated Voldemort instead. Volde-
mort survived as a weakened shell of 
his former self, but the possibility of 
his return still looms in the minds of 
watchful wizards and witches. 

Ron Weasley and H e r m i o n e 
Granger are Harry 's two best friends 
at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry, a boarding school 
centered on teaching and develop-
ing magical abilities. The school has 
four houses: Gryffindor, Slytherin, 
Hufflepuff and Ravenclaw. Harry 
and his f r iends are all member s 
of Gryff indor and their nemesis , 
Draco Malfoy, is in Slytherin. The 
Malfoy family has a slave-like pet, 
the house-elf Dobby, who becomes 
a loyal friend to Harry after Harry 
t r i cks the Mal foys into se t t ing 
Dobby free. 

Albus Dumbledore, the kindly 
headmaster of Hogwarts, is said to be 
the most powerful wizard of all time 
and the only man Voldemort fears. 
Dumbledore becomes a mentor to 
Harry as he makes his way through 
Hogwarts. 

Teachers include the vile Profes-
sor Snape, who hates and bullies 
Har ry and his friends, strict but 
fair P ro fessor McGonagel l , and 
Hagrid, the half-giant and manager 
of magical livestock at Hogwarts 
and close friend to Harry, Ron and 

\i)urrMio\ 

'Balzac' makes smooth trip to screen 
Margaret Tung 
THRESHER STAFF 

Book-turned-movie screenplays 
usually behave like sequels to block-
buster films—the high expectations 
viewers bring to the movie often lead 
them to favor the book over the film. 
But Balzac and the Little Chinese 
Seamstress, which is set in a time 
of political unrest and the Chinese 
C u ltu ral Revolu tion, has a rare advan-
tage: It is directed and co-written by 
Dai Sijie, who authored the book by 
the same title. The on-screen Balzac, 
like the novel, gives a florid and mov-
ing commentary on rural life under 
Mao Zedong's regime, and its engag-
ing story appeals to viewers on both 
political and sentimental levels. 

'balzac and the 
little Chinese 
seamstress' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • • 

(out of five) 

Hermione. 
Sirius Black is Harry ' s godfather 

but remains on the lam from the law. 
He escaped from Azkaban, the high-
est-security prison the wizarding 
community has, af ter being falsely 
accused of murder ing a street-full 
of people and betraying Har ry ' s 
pa ren t s to Voldemort . T h e real 
perpetrator , Pe ter Pettigrew, went 
into hiding as a rat before re turn ing 
to se rve the Dark Lord. 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire 
continues to track the rise of Volde-
mort, who has regained strength 
and casts a shadow over the lives 
of good wizards everywhere. In this 
fourth Harry Potter film, Voldemort 
is finally cast as a real and really 
creepy person: Red Dragon's Ralph 
Fiennes. As he threatens to terror-
ize the countrys ide , the crew at 
Hogwarts has bigger fish to fry: the 
school has been chosen to host the 
legendary Triwizard Tournament , 
a dangerous competition between 
the top three wizarding schools in 
the world. Tasks include fending off 
dragons, an underwater race and an 
ominous maze. 

The tournament sets up an ex-
citing background for the movie, 
as it br ings in a host of new and 
different characters , creatures and 
special effects — not to mention the 
blossoming of young inter-school 
romance. New faces in the fourth 
film include Mad-Eye Moody and 
the recasting of Dumbledore due 
to the original actor 's death. 

In this fourth 
Harry Potter 
film, Voldemort 
is finally cast as 
a real and really 
CREEPY person: 
Red Dragon's 
Ralph Fiennes. 

Also, ai ming at the maturing Harry 
Potter audience, director Mike Newell 
brought in indie rock favorites guitar-
ist Jonny Greenwood and drummer 
Phil Selway of Radiohead, as well as 
Pulp vocalist Jarvis Cocker, to form a 
live band at the Hogwarts Yule Ball. 

All in all, the film is cast, written 
and set to be a great crowd pleaser. 
()nly one question remains on open-
ing night, and Harry himself said 
it best: "I was wonder ing if maybe 
you'd like to go to the Yule Ball 
with me," he asks nervously. Why, 
Harry, I would love to, but can't we 
just see your film instead? 

Luo (A West Lake Moment's Kun 
Chen) and Ma (Purple Butterfly's Ye 
Liu), best friends and sons of bour-
geois parents, are abruptly uprooted 
from the city and t ransported to 
the breathtaking landscape of the 
mountainous regions of China, which 
is captured brilliantly by the film's 
cinematography. They are there for 
"re-education," part of Mao's effort 
to eliminate any perceived elitism. 
Once they reach the tiny village, it 
is clear that the small remnants of 
freedom they once took for granted 
—such as the cookbook immediately 
sent to the burning pit — will have 
to be sacrificed. 

Ma's violin is spared, though, 

thanks to his adeptness as a musi-
cian and Luo's ingenuity. Luo tells 
the awe-stricken villagers the piece 
Ma plays is a Mozart composition 
created for Mao. This sequence is 
especially compell ing because of 
the inner conflict taking place within 
the communist-party-appointed vil-
lage chief (Blind Shaft's Shuangbao 
Wang). Even though he can see 
through the fib, the novelty of clas-
sical music is far too appealing for 
him to resist. 

Life in the country is harsh on 
the city boys, who are forced to 
ca r ry ba r re l s of watery manure 
and work in the mines. These gritty 
daily activities are captured realisti-
cally with un-retouch^d, low-budget 
filming reminiscent of documen-
tary filmmaking. Dai uses this stark 
camerawork to contrast the beauty 
of the lush landscape with political 
commentary. By mixing wide f rames 
of the a rea ' s g r e e n e r y with the 
mud-drenched sweat on the faces of 
the hard-working villagers and the 
laughable rhetoric of the proletariat 
ideals the chief espouses, he none-
too-subtly attacks the Communist 
regime in China. 

To pass the slow country time, the 
boys tell elaborate tales, and their af-
finity for storytelling earns them trips 
into the city to learn propagandized 
entertainment for the villagers. On 
one such trip. Ma and Luo meet the 
Little Seamstress (Suzhou He's Xun 
Zhou), their muse of sorts who has 
no other name throughout the film. 
Her simple beauty and playful inno-
cence bring a new optimism to the 
boys—particularly Luo, who begins 
a quiet love affair with her. 

The seemingly naive seamstress 
has a few tricks of her own, though: 
She helps Ma and Luo acquire an 
illicit bevy of European books from 

the likes of Dumas, Flaubert and, of 
course, Balzac. Luo readsto the Little 
Seamstress every day in an effort to 
transform her bucolic mind into a 
literate and introspective one. Soon, 
she seems to fall as much in love with 
Balzac as she does with Iaio, and she 
even learns to write. 

Toward the end, the love story 
between Luo and the Little Seam-
stress breaks down both in and out 
of the context of the story. A critical 
and anticlimactic narrative flaw in 
the story is only worsened by the 
lukewarm chemistry between Kun 
and Xun, and the film loses its view-
ers ' interest rapidly from that point 
forward. 

The actors do a marvelous job 
with the script they are handed, but 
the film never delves deep enough 
into the characters ' relationships 
with the a r t s and each other, and it 
sports more loose ends than a fray-
ing sweater. 

Whi le t h e e n d i n g l acks any 
much-needed c losu re , t h e well-
illustrated paradox of the movie 
is hopefully what viewers end up 
remember ing . In the i r re-educa-
tion, the boys actually teach the 
village people and the seams t ress 
how to apprecia te and love the 
very ar t s they have been sent to 
forge t . Dai adep t ly s h o w s th is 
paradox throughout the film, mainly 
th rough the village chief. From 
allowing the violin to be played 
to letting Ma off the hook when 
caught reciting The Count of Monte 
Cristo, the chief ' s act ions sugges t 
even the most s tubborn member of 
a society is not immune to the ap-
peal of music and l i terature. Balzac 
may be a foreign film and its s tory 
incomplete, but it does keep a firm 
grip on a universally cha rming and 
insightful t heme . 

T h e 

5 U O W a u G h D r i v e 

- H o u s - t o n , T V T I O I 9 

- M O U S T D N i ' S 

T A N J N J N ^ 

E V P E f t J E N J C E : ! 

j U j i v ' f m a 

Featuring top of the line beds . . . 

S-Class 

Sunboard XTT 

STUDENT SPEC! a I 

Bed for S9 99® 

Purchase 5 Sessions & receive 
2 SESSIONS FREE! 

Purchase 10 Sessions & receive 
4 SESSIONS FREE! 

Purchase 20 Sessions & receive 
8 SESSIONS FREE! 

and great specials! 

Montego Bay 
V-56 

o t i o N $ p e c , * t l 

U O T * 0 * * w n s i z e 

w r T o f l o t i o o and 
o j 0 f f ! 

r e c e d e 

Join a ViP Membership 
and receive your 

1st month 1/2 o f f ! 

So(v>e res- tnc- t ions May appl^. See salon £o r details 

P K : 1 1 3 - 5 1 8 - 1 1 ^ 8 
P e * : 1 1 3 - 5 2 - 8 - 1 1 8 1 

Visi-t us o n t K e 
vovovotKe-tanr\irv€»spo-ttnecofVi 

Mcta - Fri; lata -
Sat 4 S u n : 8 a t a - 8pi\o 



"i • • ' i , , i , ('i Wrf-v 11 f i • •/*. • • f 

12 THE R1CF THRESHER ARTS * ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18,2005 

M.\(i \ZI\E Kkh 

F r i n g e m a g a z i n e s s t i m u l a t e m i n d , p r o v i d e b r e a k f r o m m u n d a n e 
Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Let me take a minute to rein-
troduce the Rice student body to 
a grat i fying and long-lost form 
of entertainment: pleasure read-
ing. While few of us have time 
to curl up with a good epic novel 
on the weekends anymore, Rice 
s tudents actually can still make 
t ime for p leasure reading. It 's 
just a matter of finding appropri-
ately-sized articles to cram into our 
hectic schedules. 

Instead of attempting to start 
— and often failing to finish — a 
new bestseller between Friday af-
ternoon and Monday morning, I 
have found I am better off picking 
up a few magazines for the week 
and perus ing them whenever 1 
need a study break. I'm not talking 
about your typical Elle or GQ here , 
though. The magazine industry is 
teeming with intellectual, tongue-
in-cheek periodicals that sport ev-
ery th ing from the best new fiction 
or drama to the top-20 most annoy-
ing figures in world history. 

T h e s e magazines tend to be 
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g , e s s a y - a n d 
c l a s s - d i s c u s s i o n - i n s p i r i n g and 
most importantly, fun to read. So 
next time you have finished reading 
your textbooks and still need a few 
more words to stare at before your 
next class, grab the latest issue 
of one of these easy-to-approach 
l i terary gems. At the very least, 
it will give you something to read 
that hasn' t been translated from 
ancient Greek or written by an 
engineer. 

Mental_Floss • • • • • 

MentalJloss is the brainchild of 
the kids at Duke who didn't go to 
basketball games. Or at least, if they 
did, they probably spent the games 
calculating the trajectories of lay-
ups and debating the best polymers 
to put into shoe inserts to give the 
power forward an extra edge. Five 
Duke alumni started the magazine 
just after they graduated in 2001, and 
they have been wittily entertaining a 
national audience ever since. 

Mental Jloss touts itself as a 
magazine devoted to making people 
"feel smart again," and each issue is 
stuffed with useless, amusing trivia 
and articles you will want to find a 
way to fit into classroom discussions. 
Every cover sports a black-and-white 
cutout of a recognizable figure in 
intellectual history — only recently 
has the magazine stopped running 
Albert Einstein as its eternal cover 

DOMAIN 
From page 9 

brings out the artificial nature of the 
environment, and gazing out of the 
gallery's windows makes one feel 
trapped in some onerous, Wonder-
land-esque c liiositv box. But during 
thedav, thegailei y floods with natural 
lig'it and is magically converted into 
an amicable i'airv land. Every piece 
almost sings with an air of spring, and 
the desire to sit down and have a tea 
party is barely resistable. 

TTie installation's title, Eminent 
Domain, is meant to evoke questions 
of man's evolving dominion over 
nature. The artists wage the battle 
between ancient natural and modern 
artificial worlds with plants so large 
they dwarf the structure engulfing 
them. The political implications of 

such statements are not explored, 
but viewers cannot help musing over 
the tongue-in-cheek clash between 
the installation's natural and artificial 
components. 

White and Webb engage the 
viewer uniquely in Eminent Domain. 
Their fusion of the classical and natu-
ral into a collage makes unexpected, 
beautiful sense, and every piece in the 
gallery brings nature to life in a way 
that leaves many viewers questioning 
the concrete jungle of Houston. No 
matter one's thoughts on the urban 
world, though, everyone should take 
time to sit on one of the specially 
designed benches in the garden and 
take in these pretty little etchings on 
a colossal scale. 
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art — often posed in irreverent dis-
plays that make Mental Jloss easy to 
pick out at any newsstand. 

Inside, though, is where the 
real fun lies. A recent Mental Jloss 
cover article, entitled "What's the 
di f ference?" p roposes to define 
the qual i t ies m a k e s o m e o n e a 
racewalker instead of a jogger or an 
idiot instead of a moron, al though 
the two distinctions are not neces-
sarily mutually exclusive. Fast is-
sues have featured Nostradamus as 
the most annoying figure in history 
and lies parents tell their children, 
as well as political, relevant com-
mentary with a humorous spin. At 
only $5.95 per issue (cover price; 
subscriptions cost $21.97 per six-
issue year), this academic tabloid 
is an unsurpassable bargain. 

Adbusters • • • • 
There is no better way to intro-

duce Adbusters than by reprinting 
the Canadian media foundation's 
mission statement on revolution-
izing life in the information age. 
Unfortunately and ironically. I do 

not have the copyright permission 
to do so, but I recommend checking 
out www.adbusters.org and reading it 
for yourself. 

It gets people 
TALKING about 
social structures 
and political 
activism in non-
classroom 
situations. 

Adbusters is a multinational con-
glomerate of social activists aimed 
at deposing the current multina-
tional corpora te conglomerates . 
The magazine is an extension of 
the organization, which also runs 
a Web site and self-proclaimed 
"advocacy advert is ing agency." Its 
content tends toward the graphic-
heavy and makes top marks for 
bizarrely inspiring political imag-
ery — the word cartoon does not 
quite suffice, s ince entire issues 
have been composed of essay-like 
flipbooks. 

Like most leftist publications, 
s o m e of Adbusters' c o n t e n t is 
somewhat unreadable and borders 
on offensive. But the magazine's 
constant chafing at the boundar-
ies of political commentary does 
serve the organization's purpose: 
It gets people talking about social 
structures and political activism in 
non-classroom situations. Granted, 
some Rice students probably do not 
need such provocation, but for the 
rest of us it is a good way to keep in 
touch with life on the leftist margins, 
either as liberal inspiration or fuel 
for conservative fires. 

( , K A \ 

Granta • • • 

Granta is one of the best-estab-
lished name-brand publications for 
new, well-written fiction. Since its incep-
tion in 1 889at Cambridge Un iversity, it 
has published works by such notable 
authors as Sylvia Plath, Bill Bryson 
and Raymond Carver. Each quarterly 
issue is a hefty, 256-page-minimum 
mass of fiction, journalism, memoirs 
and documentary photography that 
outshines Reader's Digest in almost 
every way imaginable. 

Granta is the little black dress of rec-
reational magazines. Noissuewillevergo 
out of style—or out of print—judging by 
the publication's track record ofkeeping 
every back issue in existence available 
for readers to purchase. 

In addition to the quarterly review, 
Granta Publications — which also 
publishes the literary commentary 
journal The New York Review of Books 
— puts out "Best of ' anthologies. 
While Granta does require a longer 
attention span than most traditional 
magazines, the quality of its writing 
is well worth the quantity in which 
it must be purchased. 

M 
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Sophomore outside hitter Karyn Morgan reaches for a spike in Rice's 3-2 win 
over UTEP Oct. 28. Rice hosted Tulane in the first round of the C-USA tour-
nament Thursday. If the Owls won, they will face Tulsa in the second round of 
the tournament tonight at Autry Court. The match begins at 6 p.m. 

Volleyball hosts C-USA 
tournament this weekend 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The volleyball team ended 
Conference-USA play the way it 
had hoped to play throughout the 
season. Rice (17-9, 8-7) topped 
crosstown C-USA rival Univer-
sity of Houston (16-11, 10-4) 3-1 
on senior night at Autry Court 
Nov. 10. The Owls' win gave the 
team a taste of their capabilities 
and momentum heading into the 
C-USATournament, which began 
Thursday at Autry Court. 

' We need to respect 

all the teams that are 

coming to play us. 

This is it — if you 

lose, you're out.' 
— Kristina Hoban 

Senior setter 

"If |the UH match) taught 
us anything, it's that we're a re-
ally good team when we show 
up to play," senior setter Kristina 
Hoban said. "We've got a lot of 
young players who are really 
good, and they're getting better 
every day." 

Sixth-seeded Rice opened the 
conference tournament Thursday 
against Tulane University (3-15, 
2-13), a team the Owls defeated 
in three games twice in regular-

season conference play. With a win 
in Thursday's match, Rice would 
play third-seeded Tulsa University 
(23-7,10-5), which had a bye in the 
first round. The top four teams — 
Marshall, UH,Tulsa andTexas-El 
Paso — received first-round byes 
in the tournament bracket, which 
includes all 12 C-USA teams. Tulsa 
beat the Owls handily twice in the 
regular season. 

"1 feel really good about |a 
match against] Tulsa,"head coach 
Genny Volpesaid. "If our team has 
it in them to prove themselves, 
then we have a chance." 

As the top seed, Marshall 
University (23-5, 15-1) is the 
obvious favorite to play in the 
final Sunday at 4 p.m. Volpe said 
the Owls, who were the coaches' 
preseason choice to finish on top 
of the conference, still hope to 
make a run to the final. 

"From the minute we got the 
bid [to host the conference tour-
nament], it was my vision to see 
us in that championship match," 
Volpe said. 

Volpe said Rice needs to take 
advantage of the opportunity to 
host the tournament. 

"When we come out strong 
and on top it does so much for 
our team," Volpe said. "It gets us 
in a good mindset from the very 
beginning. Being at home and 
jumping on top is |a] two-fold 
[benefit], because you have the 
home-court advantage and you're 
ahead — that does something to 
your opponent." 

See VOLLEYBALL page16 

Owls beat Tiilane 42-34 for first win 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After 14 consecutive losses, the 
football team finally pulled out a win 
Saturday, emerging as 42-34 victors 
on homecoming weekend over Tu-
lane University at Rice Stadium. 

The combination of a season-best 
offensive performance and a fourth 
quarter defensive lockdown sealed 
Rice's (1-8,1-5 Conference USA) first 
win since October 2004. 

"The fact that we have a [win] 
right now is the greatest feeling in 
the world," sophomore running back 
Bio Bilaye-Benibo said. "It's really 
great that we finally pulled together 
as a team, and it's great that I could 
be a part of that team." 

Tulane (2-7,1-5) drew first blood 
with a field goal on its opening drive, 
but the lead changed hands six times 
after that. 

"It was one of those slugfests 
where you never could rest — you 
never had any time to," head coach 
Ken Hatfield said. 

Rice responded to Tulane ' s 
game-opening field goal with a 
69-yard drive, capped by a 25-yard 
touchdown run from sophomore 
fullback John Wall. The Owls were 
able to hold Tulane to a three-and-
out, and the first quarter ended 
with Rice ahead 7-3 — marking 
the first time this season the Owls 

have ended the first quarter with 
a lead. 

On the first play of the second 
quarter, Rice faced 4th-and-l on 
the Green Wave four-yard-line. The 
Owls had been successful on 14 of 26 
fourth-down conversions on the sea-
son to that point, and Hatfield rolled 
the dice and kept the offense on the 
field instead of attempting a field goal. 
The gamble worked — sophomore 
quarterback Joel Armstrong strolled 
into the endzone untouched on a 
naked bootleg. 

'It was just great to 

win at homecoming. 

No matter what, you'll 

remember [the] 42-34 

[final score].1 

— Ken Hatfield 
Head football coach 

"We really had nothing to lose," 
Armstrong said. "We put everything 
on the line.... I'm glad we went for it, 
because it shows [the coaches] have 
confidence in us no matter what the 
situation is." 

Tulane came storming back with 

14 unanswered points to regain the 
lead at 17-14, but Wall responded with 
a 75-yard touchdown run, the longest 
play for the Owls on the season. 

The Green Wave scored again be-
fore halftime to take a 24-21 lead into 
the locker room, but the three-point 
margin was the closest Rice has come 
to a halftime lead this year. 

Rice came out of the break firing 
on all cylinders, even getting the 
passing game involved. On the third 
play of the third quarter, with the ball 
on the Rice 40, Armstrong completed 
a pass to junior running back Mike 
Falco for 52 yards. Falco fumbled 
the ball near the end zone, but it 
hopped back up into his hands and 
the Owls ended up with the ball on 
the one-yard-line after their longest 
pass play of the season. Wall dove 
in for his third score of the game on 
the next play. 

Tulane responded with a grueling 
11-play, 80-yard touchdown drive to 
retake the lead, but junior running 
back Quinton Smith scored on a 58-
yard touchdown run — his longest of 
the season — to put Rice ahead 35-31 
on the next drive, with 6:07 left in the 
third quarter. 

Tulane had a chance to take back 
the lead one last time, with the ball on 
the Rice 39 following a failed fourth-
down conversion, but the Owl defense 
stopped the Green Wave with its 

See FOOTBALL page 17 

Soccer loses 2-0 in NCAA first-round game 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER EDITORIAL. STAFF 

I"he soccer team's season ended 
Saturday with a 2-0 loss to the Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley in the 
first round of the NCAA tournament 
in Austin. 

California (16-3-2), ranked eighth 
in SoccerBuzz Magazine's National 
Top 30 poll, scored both its goals 
during a flawless first half in which 
Rice (13-7-1) was completely over-
matched. In the 21st minute, Cali-
fornia took a 1-0 lead when forward 
Liz Eisenberg intercepted a pass and 
lofted a 25-yard shot that sailed over 
freshman goalkeeper Adriene Giese's 
outstretched hands. 

The Golden Bears extended their 
lead to 2-0 in the 40th minute, when 
midfielder I^iurie Gartrell scored on 
a rebound off the left post. 

Senior defender Erin Droeger said 
Rice's lack of attention on defense 
allowed the second goal. 

"[California] just got penetration, 
and ]we] didn't follow the shots," 
Droeger said. "They got the goal,... 
and that was completely our defense's 
fault — and mine — for not following 
[Gartrell] or the ball." 

California, the third seed in the 
Owls' and Golden Bears' quarter 
of the bracket, asserted itself in the 
first half, outshooting Rice 16-2, with 
several of those shots just missing 
high or wide. The Golden Bear 
defense was physical, and the Owls' 
primary offensive threats—redshir t 

freshman forward Caitlin Robbins 
and true freshman forward Anne 
Candee — were non-factors in the 
first half. 

Head coach Chris Huston said 
she was not surprised by California's 
performance in the first half. 

"We knew they were ... going to 
play good, California-style soccer," 
Huston said. 'They were very athletic 
all over, and they worked hard defen-
sively and offensively. They didn't 
do anything different from what we 
[had] heard all year long." 

The Golden Bears had only al-
lowed eight goals all season going 
into the game, so a 2-0 halftime deficit 
could have seemed insurmountable. 
But the Owls came out strong in the 
second half; the defense held the 
Golden Bear offense scoreless and 
allowed California few good looks 
at the goal. 

The Owls twice came close to scor-
ing off headers — one from redshirt 
sophomore defender I,aura Barber 
in the 59th minute and another from 
sophomore forward Clory Martin 
in the 79th minute. California goal-
keeper Ashley Surprizio saved one, 
and an alert Bear defender cleared 
the other shot off the goal line after 
a Rice corner kick. Rice did not seri-
ously threaten California again. 

The Owls went into their first-
round game with a young roster, 
starting five freshmen and four 
sophomores. Huston said the new 
players' inexperience may have hurt 
them against the Golden Bears, who 

had five seniors and three juniors in 
their starting lineup. 

"We had six starters on our team 
who weren't with us last year," Huston 
said. "It's a very young team, and I 
don't say that [as an excuse]; I just 
think there were probably some 
jitters there for [those] starters for 
whom it was their first-ever NCAA 
appearance." 

The loss to California ended a 
successful season for the five-year-old 
program. The Owls opened the sea-
son with a 2-1 victory over then-24th-
ranked Auburn University at home 
Aug. 26. Another regular-season 
highlight was a 2-1, double-overtime 
win at Southern Methodist University 
Oct. 9 — Rice's first win in seven 
attempts against its former Western 
Athletic Conference and now C-USA 
rival. The Owls also secured a 3-1 vic-
tory at home against the University 
of Texas-El Paso, which entered the 
game with a 16-1-1 overall record, 
Oct. 23. 

The C-USA season ended with 
Rice winning its first-ever conference 
championship, beating UTEP 3-0 in 
the title game Nov. 6. Robbins set 
Owl single-season records with 14 
goals and 35 points recorded, and 
Candee and Giese won the C-USA 
Tournament Offensive and Defen-
sive Most Valuable Player awards, 
respectively. 

Huston said she considers the 
year successful, despite losing to 
California. 

See SOCCER, page 18 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE W E E K IN S P O R T S 

Friday 11/18 5:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m 

Saturday 11/19 2:00 p.m. 

TBA 

Sunday 11/20 4:00 p.m. 

Monday 11 /21 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 11/22 7:05 p.m 

Powderpuff championship: Sid vs. Jones (IM Field 7) 
Volleyball vs. Tulsa (Autry Court) 
C-USA tournament second round if Rice advances 

Football vs. UCF (Rice Stadium) 

C-USA Volleyball semifinals (Autry Court) 

C-USA Volleyball championship (Autry Court) 

Women's Basketball vs. Texas Tech (Autry Court) 

Men's Basketball vs. New Mexico Highlands (Autry Court) 

BY THE NUMBERS 
The women's basketball team will play 

5 
games this season against teams that advanced to last year's NCAA tournament. 
The Owls will open the season on the road at Ole Miss tonight before making their 
home debut against No. 13 Texas Tech. a Sweet 16 team in 2005. Monday at 7 p.m. 
Rice will also face Louisiana Tech, Stanford and Houston this season. 
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MEN'S BASKETBALL 
l ayout h\ Stephen Whitfield 

Owls' young core hopes to lead team to successful C-USAdebut 
by Chris Pasich 

F O R T H E THRESHER 

The 2005-'06 men's basketball 
team is vastly different than in recent 
years. Having lost four letterwinners 
from last year's team, including 
all-time Owl greats Michael Harris 
(Wiess '05) and Jason McKrieth, the 
Owls have an inexperienced roster 
and different expectations than in 
previous years. The team will still 
look for success but has changed 
how it defines success. 

'As long as [the 
freshmen] continue to 
contribute, ...Ithink 
we 7/ go with them on 
the court.' 
- Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) 

Head men's basketball coach 

"With the team that we have, as 
young as we are, we need games," 
head coach Willis Wilson (Will Rice 
'82) said. "I think it's going to take us 
eight to ten games. . . before we really 
hit our stride. I fully expect that as 
we get into January and get a couple 
[of] conference games under our 
belt, we'll have enough experience 
to really gel and become a very good 
basketball team [down] the stretch 
of the conference play." 

Those opening games include 
teams such as Marquette University, 
which earned a spot in the National 
Invitation Tournament last year. 
The Owls open their season with 
Marquette today at the Blue and 
Gold Classic in Milwaukee, Wise. 
Rice will then play either Winthrop 
or IUPUI Saturday. 

Also on the non-conference sched-
ule are NCAA tournament qualifiers 
Utah and Texas, who the Owls will 
play back-to-back — at home against 
the Utes Dec. 3, a game that will be 
televised nationally on CSTV, and at 
the Toyota Center downtown to face 
the fifth-ranked Longhorns Dec. 5. 
Rice also has road games against 
Arkansas and Oregon. 

The remaining teams on the Owls' 

non-conference schedule are New 
Mexico Highlands, Prairie View 
A&M, Palm Beach Atlantic, Texas 
Southern, Murray State, Yale and 
Princeton. 

The Owls faced their first opposi-
tion in an exhibition game Friday 
against St. Edward's. Rice won the 
game 68-55 and was led by junior 
guard Lorenzo Williams' 25 points. 
As the point guard, Williams is the 
Owls' leader on the floor, and Wilson 
said Rice will need that leadership to 
be successful. 

"Lorenzo has really s tepped 
up — number one as a point guard, 
number two as an upperclassman," 
Wilson said. "He has really taken the 
reigns of the basketball team along 
with [senior forward] J.R. Harrison. 
[Senior forward] Jamaal Moore has 
been very steady for us, which is 
important — he's done a nice job of 
leading by example. But Lorenzo has 
been the guy who has been willing to 
take the reigns of the program." 

The team includes nine freshmen 
and sophomores, and only Harrison, 
Moore, junior guard Morris Almond 
and Williams saw significant playing 
time last year. The team lost its top 
three scorers and top two rebounders 
from last year's team, so the Owls will 
need junior Greg Killings, the only 
upperclassman post on the team, to 
contribute significantly this year. 

"Greg ... is the only guy 6'8" or 
bigger in the upper class," Wilson 
said. "All the others are sophomores 
and freshmen. We've got a ways to go 
when it comes to getting experience 
for those guys." 

The Owls have seven redshirt 
and true freshmen combined, as 
well as two returning sophomores in 
forwards Patrick Britton and Paulius 
Packevicius, both of whom will be 
expected to shore up a thin front line. 
Britton played in all 31 games last 
year for the Owls, starting 23, and 
Packevicius played in 25 games. 

Although the returnees are im-
portant to the growth of the team, the 
freshmen are expected to contribute 
as well. Cory Pflieger, Christopher 
Szalay, Rodney Foster and Jonathan 
Bailey are being asked to help the 
backcourt make up for the losses of 
McKrieth, Brock Gillespie and Walt 
Chancellor (Will Rice '04). 

"Rodney Foster is doing [well]," 

m E z z R r i i n E 
invites you to join us for: 

NOVEMBER 17-27,2005 
SHOW tJS YOUR STUDENT ID FOR SPECIALS! 

WE'VE GOT ESPN GAMEPLAN & ESPN U! 
DID WE MENTION THE 33 TVS? HOW ABOUT 

OUR KITCHEN THAT IS OPEN TIL 2AM!? 

11/17; BEAVIS & BlITTHEAD 0V0 RELEASE PARTY 
11/19: UFC PPV EVENT - NO COVER CHARGE 
11/24: COMPLIMENTARY THANKSGIVING BUFFET 
11/2S: OPEN AT 11AM FOR COLLEGE FOOTBALL! 
11/26: TOGA TOGA TOGA! 
11/27: WWE SURVIVOR SERIES PPV EVENT 

22ti SfiTNWIST FREEWAY #150 N99ST9N. TX 77099 
(MOT. 99 @ 9REEN9RIAR/SNEPNER0 EMIT) 

713.954.MI2Z M M M f J R 9 2 Z M i R 9 l 9 9 R 9 9 . C 9 I R 

Lorenzo Williams said. "He's a red-
shirt freshman this year, but he's 
stepped in [as] back-up point guard 
[and] done a great job of being vocal 
in the huddle and getting everybody 
going when things are not going right 
or when the energy level's down." 

Meanwhi le , f r e s h m e n Aleks 
Perka, Charles Belton and redshirt 
freshman Matt Hagen will try to 
provide depth in the frontcourt. 

Wilson said Perka, Pfieger and 
Belton each bring a different element 
to the team. 

"Aleks Perka ... has a great deal 
of talent and a great deal of upside," 
Wilson said. "He does some [incred-
ible] things for a guy his size — he 
can score, he's agile, and he moves 
extremely well. Cory Pflieger is an 
exceptional shooter — he's a guy 
[who] may be as good a freshman 
shooter as I've ever coached.. . . And 
Charles Belton ... may be the most 
complete out of the three. It would be 
nice to redshirt one of those guys. I'm 
not sure what we'll do, but as long as 
they continue to contribute and have a 
chance to play for us early on, I think 
we'll go with them on the court." 

McKrieth, Harris and Gillespie 
all started at least 17 of the Owls' 
31 games last year. Wilson said 
Harrison and Williams will likely 
start most of the Owls' games, but 
he expects the starting lineup to be 
flexible overall. 

'We're moving in the 
right direction. ...We 
just need to play games 
to tell us exactly what 
we need to do.' 

— Lorenzo Will iams 

J u n i o r guard 

"I think our lineup is going to 
change quite a bit," Wilson said. 
"We're going to try to put the guys 
on the floor who are going to allow 
us the most success. And I think 
there will be times when one if not a 
coupleof [ Moore, Harrison, Williams 
and Almond] may be asked to come 
off the bench because it makes us a 
better team. We can spread our ex-
perience out when we start to make 
our substitutions, and ultimately 
end up with that veteran group on 
the floor at the end of the game and 
of the half." 

Wilson is willing to give young 
players minutes—Britton and Pack-

ATABU 

fmmms ** mmst: 
CHLOE WALKER/THRESHER 

Junior guard Lorenzo William leads a fast break with former Owl Brock Gillespie 
(left) in a game against Hawaii Feb. 27. After two games on the road. Rice will 
make its home debut Tuesday against New Mexico Highlands. The game starts 
at 7:05 p.m. 

evicius averaged 17 and 7 minutes 
last year, respectively. 

The Owls will need their freshmen 
to step up as they enter Conference 
USA this season. Rice now join the 
ranks of the University of Alabama-
Birmingham and the University of 
Texas-El Paso, both of which ad-
vanced to the NCAA tournament last 
year, as well as perennially strong 
University of Houston and Memphis 
University. Memphis starts the sea-

2005-'06 MEN'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
November 
18 Marquette 
19 Winthrop or IUPUI 
22 New Mexico Highlands 
26 Oregon 
29 Prairie View A&M 

December 

18 UAB (C-USA) 
2 1 SMU (C-USA) 
25 Southern Miss (C-USA) 
28 Tulane (C-USA) 

February 

3 Utah 11 
5 Texas (at Toyota Center) 15 
15 Palm Beach Atlantic 18 
17 Arkansas 25 
2 1 Texas Southern 
30 Murray State March 

1 

January 
1 
4 

2 Yale 8-11 
5 Princeton 
1 1 Houston (C-USA) 
14 Tulane (C-USA) 

(C-USA) denotes a Conference USA game 

Memphis (C-USA) 
Marshall (C-USA) 
Tulsa (C-USA) 
East Carolina (C-USA) 
UTEP (C-USA) 
UCF (C-USA) 

Houston (C-USA) 
SMU (C-USA) 
C-USA Tournament 

BOLD denotes a home game at Autry Court 

son ranked 12th in the nation and will 
visit Autry Court Feb. 4. Rice faces 
cross-town rival UH Jan. 11 at Autry 
Court, and the Cougars will host the 
Owls March 1. 

The conference is deep, but none 
of its teams are unbeatable. Rice 
played UTEP close at home and in 
the conference tournament last year, 
losing 73-71 at Rice and 85-77 in the 
WAC tournament. The Owls defeated 
UH 74-73 in a non-conference game 
last year on a last-second shot by 
I^orenzo Williams. 

"The goal is to win the [C-USA] 
tournament," Almond said. "I was 
looking at some of the college maga-
zines. Some had us fifth, some had 
us sixth — in the middle of the pack. 
There are definitely teams familiar 
with us that are ranked in front of us 
and behind, but I think a top-three or 
four finish is possible." 

Rice hopes to make its first NCAA 
tournament appearance since 1942. 
Last year, the Owls got an NIT bid but 
lost in the first round. This year, the 
Owls' season will likely come down 
to the C-USA tournament March 
H-l 1 in Memphis,Tenn., because the 
winner of the tournament receives an 
automatic bid to the NCAA tourna-
ment. 

"1 think we're moving in the 
right direction," Williams said. "I 
think we just need to play games 
to tell us exactly what we need to 
work on [and] how we need to do it. 
Marquette will be a great test for us 
this weekend, and it will let us know 
a lot of things." 

f . 

I 
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Owls picked to win C-USA, host No. 13 Texas Tech Monday 
by Clint Rendall 

F O R TOE T H R E S H E R 

The women's basketball team is 
favored to win the championship in 
its debut season in Conference USA. 
Rice was picked to finish first by the 
league's coaches, garner ing seven 
first-place votes, while second-place 
University of Houston had five. 

Rice has 11 of 14 players from 
returning its record-setting 2004-'05 
season, but just 1 of 4 coaches. When 
Cristy McKinney came to Rice in 
1993, the Owls had never finished 
higher than fifth place in the South-
west Conference or advanced to the 
postseason. McKinney led Rice to six 
postseason appearances, including 
two Western Athletic Conference 
titles, before resigning April 18 to 
become the head coach at Clemson. 
Formerassis tantcoachesTodd Steel-
man and Shan ice Stephens joined 
McKinney in South Carolina. 

Under new head coach Greg Wil-
liams (Hanszen '70), a former Rice 
basketball player, the Lady Owls will 
try to surpass last year's 24-9 mark, 
including a 14-4 record in conference 
play. Williams has a 201-139 record 
as a college coach, with stints at both 
UH and Colorado State. 

Juniorforward Lauren Neavesand 
junior guard Krystal Frazier are fore-
most among the team's returnees. 
They were the team's two leading 
scorers last season. 

"Every team in America would 
love to be able to return their top 
two scorers," Williams said. "Lauren 
and Krystal are very valuable on the 
defensive end as well, so they'll be 
the ones our opponents concentrate 
on trying to contain." 

The Lady Owls also retain five 
sophomores who should contribute 
noticeably this season. T h r e e of 
them — center Valeriya Berezhyn-
ska, guard Kadie Riverin and guard 
Maudess Fulton—started the team's 
two exhibi t ion g a m e s , a l though 
Fulton tore her ACL in Friday's ex-
hibition game against the Houston 
Jaguars and will almost certainly miss 
the entire season. 

And Rice also adds three fresh-
men — forward Emery Carter and 
guards Catherine Flores and Tion-
dra Wright — who hope to replace 
the production lost from the three 
seniors on last year's roster. Annie 
Peck Oones '05), Michelle Woods 
(Baker '05) and Eshombi Singleton 
averagedacombined21.9points, 15.2 
rebounds and 5.8 assists in 2004-'05, 
but Neaves said this year 's freshmen 
are very capable. 

"We need build on last year, but 

we need to continue to move forward 
and not dwell on the past success," 
Neaves, a pre-season all-conference 
selection, said. "Last year's seniors 
will be missed, but we have plenty 
of excited underclassmen who are 
ready to fill spots. The freshmen are 
a great group of girls. They work re-
ally hard in practice, and they have a 
lot of different things to offer. They 
challenge us every day." 

The new C-USA brings together 
three conference champions from 
last year. Rice won the WAC, Marshall 
won the Mid-American Conference, 
and Central Florida took the Atlantic 
Sun Conference crown. Rice ended 
last season with an RPI of 33, meaning 
the Owls theoretically should have 
been seeded ninth in the NCAA tour-
nament. However, Wee was seeded 
11th in its region and drew a difficult 
first-round match-up against Georgia. 
Berezhynska said she hopes playing 
in the more highly regarded C-USA 
will bring the team more national 
renown. Rice did receive two votes 
in the ESPN/MSA Today pre-season 
coaches' poll. 

"The conference switch will really 
help our national rankings," Ber-
ezhynska said." [ And ], it's more fun to 
play with better teams. It's also better 
for the fans, because they prefer to 
see the better competition." 

T h e Owls have not received 
votes in a pre-season national poll 
s ince 2002, when they were ranked 
in the top 25 nationally in some 
pre-season magazine polls. Rice 
val idated th i s s e a s o n ' s recogni-
tion with a nar row six-point loss to 
Everyone ' s In te rne t — a team that 
defea ted 12th-ranked University of 
Texas 68-60 and 13th-ranked Texas 
Tech University 66-63 — Nov. 5. 

After tonight ' s season-opening 
g a m e at Mississippi, Rice has an 
early chance to establish itself as 
a national con tender with a game 
against Texas Tech Monday. The 
pre-season-ranked 2002-'03 squad 
lost by just four points to the then-
e ighth-ranked Red Raiders in the 
teams ' last meet ing at Autry Court , 
and Rice lost by only 11 points to 
the perennia l power on the road 
last year. 

Williams said he thinks playing 
at h o m e can make the d i f ference 
against quality opponents . 

"It inspires the player if we have a 
large, loud crowd, and it has the extra 
effect of [unsettling] the opponent," 
Williams said. "Autry is a small enough 
venue that the fans are practically right 
on top of the court, and [that] can be a 
huge advantage for us." 

Rice's schedule also likely in-

2005-'06 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
November 13 Marshall (C-USA) 
18 Mississippi 15 Houston (C-USA) 
2 1 Texas Tech 20 Tulsa (C-USA) 
26 Penn + 22 SMU (C-USA) 
27 Washington/San Diego + 27 UTEP (C-USA) 

29 Tulane (C-USA) 
December 
2 Davidson* February 
3 La. Tech/UTSA* 3 Houston (C-USA) 
17 Stanford 6 East Carolina (C-USA) 
19 Loyola Marymount 10 UTEP (C-USA) 
22 Wake Forest 12 Tulane (C-USA) 
30 Marquette 17 SMU (C-USA) 

19 Tulsa (C-USA) 
January 24 UAB (C-USA) 
2 Texas A&M 26 Memphis (C-USA) 
6 Southern Miss (C-USA) 
8 UCF (C-USA) March 

2-5 C-USA Tournament 

+ denotes Husky Classic (at Seattle) 
* denotes Gene Hackerman Invitational 
(C-USA) denotes a Conference USA game 
BOLD denotes a home game at Autry Court 

H 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Junior guard Krystal Frazier sets up to pass as junior forward Lauren Neaves (center) trails in a game against San Jose 
State University Jan. 29. Rice makes its home debut Monday against No. 13 Texas Tech at 7 p.m. 

eludes a home game against recent 
rival Louisiana Tech University, 
whom the Owls defeated twice last 
season en route to unseating the 
Techsters as the WAC champions. 
Both teams will have new coaches for 
this year's game — former La. Tech 
head coach Kurt Budke also left his 
mid-major school for a high-profile 
job, taking a position at Oklahoma 
State. I>a. Tech will participate in the 
Gene Hackerman Invitational at Rice 
Dec. 2-3, and the teams will meet in 
the tournament final if both win their 
first-round games. 

The Owls will host Wake Forest 

Dec. 22 in their final non-conference 
home game; non-conference road 
games include contests at Stanford, 
Marquette and Texas A&M. 

The conference season begins 
Jan. 6 for the Owls, because C-USA 
holds its women's conference tourna-
ment before the men's event—unlike 
the WAC, which hosted both tourna-
ments simultaneously. 

McKinney never scheduled the 
pre-season second-place Cougars 
after the SWC broke up in 1996, so 
the teams' only meeting in the last 
nine seasons wasaNational Invitation 
Tournament game in 2002, which 

Rice lost by two points at UH. The 
Cougars are one of five teams the 
Owls will play twice in the unbalanced 
C-USA schedule, with UH hosting 
Rice Jan. 15 at Hofheinz Pavilion 
before the teams play at Autry Court 
Feb. 3. 

McKinney's teams were marked 
by strong bench play and aggressive 
defense, and t^arly signs indicate this 
year's Williams team will also have 
those two characteristics. 

"We're going to be a very exciting 
team," Williams said. "We're going to 
be very aggressive defensively, and 
it's going to be fun to watch." 

RICE VS. TEXAS 
DECEMBER 5, 2005 
TOYOTA CENTER 

FREE ADMISSION FOR 
GRADUATE AND 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT 
ALL Rice students (undergraduate and graduate) are admitted free to all home 
sporting events by presenting their valid Rice ID. All student ID's will be 
swiped to prior to entering Rice sporting events. Visit www.RiceOwls.com for 
all sports schedules. 

Men's Basketball at Autry Court: Students may purchase two guest 
tickets at HALF PRICE IF PURCHASED IN ADVANCE ($7 per ticket) at the 
Autry Court ticket office. Student guest tickets may also be purchased on 
game day at the student entrance of Autry Court ($14). 

Men's Basketball vs. Texas at Toyota Center: The Owls will be playing the 
Longhorns on December 5th at 7pm at the Toyota Center. Students can obtain 
their ticket, starting November 28th, by bringing their valid student ID to the 
Rice Ticket Office, Monday-Friday, 9am - 5pm. while supplies last. 

Offer expires at 12pm on Monday. December 5th. 

Your loyal support is greatly appreciated by the players and coaches. We 

hope to see you at all the games this season! Please call (713) 348-4068 for 

more information. 

http://www.RiceOwls.com
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Women's cross earns 
at-large national bid 

by Dylan Farmer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The women's cross country 
team followed up its impressive 
Conference USA championship 
by taking third place Saturday at 
the South-Central Regional Cham-
pionships in Waco, Tex., earning 
its first NCAA Tournament bid 
since 1993. 

First-place Arkansas scored 45 
points and runner-up Baylor had 46 
to take the meet's two automatic 
NCAATournament bids, but Rice's 
season performance and strong 
weekend showing ear ned the Owls 
one of thirteen at-large invitations 
to the tournament. 

Rice will now travel to Terre 
Haute, Ind. for Monday's national 
meet, where it will again face Ar-
kansas and Baylor, as well as Notre 
Dame, North Carolina State, and 
Oklahoma State. 

"It's a big achievement to make 
it to the national meet" head coach 
Jim Bevan said. "We have a chance 
to make it to the top 20 if we put it 
together in every position." 

At regionals, Rice's third-place, 
78-point finish came on the strides 
of sophomore Marissa Daniels 
and senior Kate Gorry , who 
finished in third and sixth place, 
respectively. 

"We knew at the bare minimum 
we had to finish third [as a team]," 
Bevan said. "We were trying to mix 
[our runners in] with Arkansas 
and Baylor, and at the front end we 
really did. Marissa and Kate both 
had their best races of the year, 
and I think that's a sign of better 
things to come." 

The national meet will be noth-
ing newto Daniels and Gorry, both 
of whom have competed in the 
race individually. Daniels finished 
53rd at last year's nationals, when 
she was the only Rice freshman 
ever to qualify for a national meet. 
Gorry competed at nationals two 
years ago, and took seventh in a 
pre-national event last year. 

T h e national meet is twice 
as intense as pre-nationals, and 
[Daniels and Gorry] both ran 
very well," Bevan said. "It's agood 
sign that they respond to those 
conditions." 

The Owls' Oct. 15 pre-national 
meet took place on the same 
course at which they will run on 
Monday. At that meet, they fin-
ished ninth, ahead of top-30 teams 
such as Butler, Georgia, Villanova, 
Wisconsin and Georgetown—all 
of which are competing at the 
NCAA Championships. 

Bevan said the familiar course 
will give the team an advantage. 

"I think there will be a lot of 
positive vibes exerting themselves 
there," Bevan said. "It's a good 
place for us to run, [because] we 
had that great meet." 

In last weekend's regional 
meet, senior Sarah Yoder finished 
25th, freshman Lea Garcia took 
28th, sophomore Laura Kelley 
ended 37th and senior Anna Reeve 
completed the race in 44th place. 

"As a team we ran very well," 
Bevan said. "We did what we had to 
do [at regionals], and now we [can 
look back] at the whole season. 
We've had a great season — we've 
beat [some] great schools, [and] I 
think we're still getting better." 

Sid defeats Wiess 27-20 in semis 
Sid, Jones to meet in Powderpuff championship game today at 5 p.m. 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Sid Richardson p u n c h e d its 
ticket to the Powderpuff champion-
ship game Sunday with an exciting 
27-20 win over Wiess. Today at 5 
p.m., Sid (9-0) will look to win its 
third consecutive Powderpuff title 
when it plays Jones. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

The game started as an offensive 
shootout — Sid (9-0) and Wiess (5-
4) traded touchdowns on each of 
their first two possessions. Wiess 
took a 7-0 lead in the first quarter 
after an 11-yard touchdown run 
from sophomore halfback Natalie 
Gwilliam, capping an opening drive 
that saw Wiess call a Hatfield-esque 
11 straight running plays. 

Sid answered immediately on its 
first possession. Junior quarterback 
Christi Disch marched down the 
field with three runs for a combined 
32 yards and three plays later threw 
a 12-yard touchdown pass to senior 
receiver Paula Steinhauser to tie 
the game at 7 at the end of the first 
quarter. 

Wiess continued its offensive 
attack in the second quarter, tak-
ing six minutes off the clock on 
another 11-play drive that ended 
in a 9-yard touchdown pass from 
junior quarterback Allie Smith to 
Gwilliam, giving Wiess a 14-7 lead. 
Three plays later, Sid had the ball on 
Wiess' 10-yard line after a 31-yard 
option run from freshman halfback 
Claire Shorall. On the next play, 
Disch threw a second touchdown 
pass to Steinhauser. Sid missed the 
extra-point attempt, so Wiess still led 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$8.30 Value Meals 
i f D l Large 1-topping 

pizza and three 
12-oz Cokes® 

# £ 2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

Medium Cheese 
Pizza and 5 Buffalo 

Wings 

#B3 

$7.38 Value Meals 
# A 1 Large Cheese or 

1-topping pizza 

M A 7 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

A o 1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

For ail your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours I I am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
€ 2 0 0 4 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at participating 
store only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
than $20. Delivery area limited to ensure safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 

14-13 with two minutes remaining 
in the half. 

After Wiess went three-and-out 
on its next drive, Sid had the ball at 
midfield with 1:26 left in the half. 
Three incomplete passes later, Sid 
faced 4th-and-10. Sid coach Joey 
Stiegler opted to go for it instead of 
pinning Wiess deep in its own terri-
tory with a punt from Steinhauser, 
a former varsity soccer player. The 
risky decision worked out — Disch 
completed a 33-yard pass to Stein-
hauser to put Sid at the Wiess 17. 
Steinhauser later scored her third 
touchdown of the game on a one-
yard pass from Disch that gave Sid 
a 20-14 lead going into halftime. 

'On offense, when 

things don't go our 

way, we can V get 

frazzled.' 
— Joey Stiegler 

Sid Powderpuff coach 

The third quarter was mostly 
uneventfu l , save for a two-play 
s e q u e n c e in which both t eams 
scored touchdowns. On the second 
play of Wiess' first possession of 
the quarter. Gwilliam scored on a 
56-yard touchdown run to tie the 
game at 20. And on the very next 
play, Disch completed a 65-yard 
touchdown pass to freshman re-
ceiver Allie Obermeyer that gave 
Sid a 27-20 lead. 

Sid had a chance to put the 
game away in the fourth quarter, 
when Disch completed a 36-yard 
pass to sophomore receiver Emily 
Mills that looked like it would be 
an easy touchdown. But referee 
Hugham Chan, a Lovett senior, blew 
his whistle before Mills crossed 
the goal line, stopping the play at 
the 1. Sid could not capitalize on the 
field position, losing two yards on 
a run and throwing three straight 
incomplete passes in the end zone 
to give Wiess the ball at its own 3 
with two minutes remaining. 

After gaining just 10 yards in 
45 seconds, Wiess advanced the 
ball into Sid territory when Smith 
threw a 52-yard pass to Gwilliam. 
Two plays later, Gwilliam caught a 
32-yard pass to put Wiess inside the 
Sid 15. A 7-yard pass to sophomore 
halfback Bianca Caram put Wiess at 
the Sid 6 with 5 seconds left. Smith 
was sacked on the game's final play. 
Wiess coaches tried to call what they 
believed was their last timeout, but 
the re ferees—Jones junior Kendall 

Spence and Jones sophomore Matt 
McDonell — concluded Wiess was 
out of t imeouts and time expired 
with Sid winning 27-20. 

Gwilliam said she was pleased 
with Wiess' effort despite not forc-
ing overtime. 

"We enjoyed ourselves, and we 
played our best," Gwilliam said. "It 
would have been nice to go into over-
time and see what we had to give. It 
was an evenly matched game." 

Wiess relied on its running game 
all season, and this game was no 
exception. Gwilliam rushed 16times 
for 162 yards and two touchdowns. 
However, unlike in some of its previ-
ous games, Wiess also completed 
big passes when necessary — par-
ticularly on its final possession. Wi-
ess defensive coach Jack Schornick 
said he was confident in his team's 
passing game. 

"We knew coming into the game 
[that] we could run the ball, espe-
cially going up the middle," Schor-
nick said. "If Sid had a weakness, 
it was up their defensive middle. 
... It's always been a struggle this 
year to pass, because we're such a 
run-oriented team. But ... we had 
faith in them, and they had faith in 
themselves. It just came down to 
execution." 

Sid will next face a Jones team 
that had the week off after beating 
Martel in its semifinal game Nov. 6. 
In the teams' first meeting Oct. 18, 
Sid won 12-6, handing Jones its only 
defeat of the season. Sid coach Joey 
Stiegler said he expects Sid to score 
more points against a strong Jones 
defense in the title game. 

"Our defense needs to take bet-
ter angles and pull flags, and on 
offense, when things don't go our 
way, we can't get frazzled," Stiegler, 
a senior, said. "We need to keepcool, 
keep our heads. I think that given 
the way we've executed all season, 
there 's no reason we can't score 
points on Jones." 

F r e s h m a n Flag Football 
Will Rice beat Jones 19-13 in 

the championship game Sunday, 
and Rahul Agrawal was named the 
league's Most Valuable Player. 

F r e s h m a n Baske tba l l 
In the semifinals, Jones defeated 

Martel 52-27 Nov. 9 and Sid beat 
Will Rice 63-53 Nov. 10. Both teams 
advanced to the final, which has not 
yet been scheduled. 

W o m e n ' s Baske tba l l 
Sid advanced to the finals Mon-

day with a 40-20 win over Hanszen. 
Sid will face Will Rice, which beat the 
GSA52-24on Nov. 8, in th< finals. H ie 
game has yet to be scheduled. 

VOLLEYBALL 
From page 13 

In the tournament, Rice will be 
led by its two seniors, outside hit-
ter Olaya Pazo and Hoban. Hoban, 
who tallied her fifth triple-double of 
the season against UH Nov. 10, was 
named C-USA setter of the week for 
her play against the Cougars. Volpe 
said Hoban, though often overlooked, 
will be a major factor for the Owls in 
the conference tournament. 

'If our team has it 

in them to prove 

themselves, then we 

have a chance.' 
— Genny Volpe 

Head volleyball coach 

"Kristina Hoban is the quiet ele-
ment that is absolutely necessary," 
Volpe. said. "She knows her role and 
takes the pressure well." 

Pazo, who was recently named to 

the all-C-USA first team, averaged 
4.74 kills per game this season. Pazo 
said the Owls need to maintain their 
focus this weekend. 

"If we come in focused and ready 
to fight, [we can] overcome every-
thing," Pazo said. "We can definitely 
win the conference tournament." 

The conference tournament is 
single elimination, and Hoban said 
the Owls will not take any of their 
opponents lightly. 

"We need to respect all the teams 
that are going to come play us," 
Hoban said. "This is it — if you lose, 
you're out." 

In its win over UH last week, 
Rice won the first two games and 
narrowly lost the third game — the 
Cougars scored six straight points 
to win 31-29 — before taking the 
fourth game. Freshman outside 
hitter Karyn Morgan tied a career 
high with 21 kills, and Hoban netted 
a triple-double with 10 kills, 12 digs 
and 52 assists. Junior middle blocker 
Tessa Kuykendall had 14 kills and 
earned all-CUSA honors as a third-
team selection. 
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Twice is nice: football looks 
for second straight win 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRESHER STAFF 

The football team will t ry to 
extend its season-long winning 
streak of one game Saturday, when 
it takes on the suddenly formidable 
University of Central Florida at Rice 
Stadium at 2 p.m. 

Rice (1-8, 1-5 Conference USA) 
is riding a wave of confidence after 
defeating Tulane University 42-34 
Saturday. The Owls will be facing 
UCF (7-3, 6-1) for the first time. 
The Golden Knights lost their last 
4 games in 2003, went winless in 11 
games in 2004 and extended their 
losing streak to 17 games when 
they dropped their first two games 
this season. But UCF has since had 
a remarkable turnaround, winning 
seven of its last eight games, includ-
ing four in a row. 

The Owls have the youngest 
team in the country this year, start-
ing either two or three seniors each 
game. 

"We're coming in playing our last 
game for our seniors [at Rice Stadi-
um ], so we're going to be motivated," 
head coach Ken Hatfield said. "We're 
going to be ready to play." 

L inebacke r Adam Her r in , a 
senior and a leader on and off the 
field throughout the season, said 
the game's personal significance will 
only improve his preparation. 

"Going into the last home game, 
it's going to be pretty emotional for 
me and a good week for me to just do 
my best to ... get the team prepared 
and be ready to get another win," 
Herrin said. 

This week, Rice must avoid its 
tendency to start slow. Even after 
jumping out to a 14-3 lead against 
Tulane, the Owls trailed at halftime. 
Rice has been outscored by an aver-
age of 19 points in the lirst half this 
season, compared to only 2 points 
in the second half. 

"1 wish we could be a full-game 
team, but we're playing our best 
football in the second half," Herrin 
said. 

If the running game works as 
well as it did against Tulane, the 
Owls should be able to control the 
ball and prevent UCF from jumping 
out to an insurmountable early lead. 
Sophomore fullback John Wall had 
138 of his 156 rushing yards in the 
first half last week and for his ef forts 
was named the C-USA Offensive 
Player of the Week. 

Wall, who is second on the team 
with 411 rushing yards and tied for 
first on the team with six touch-
downs, said he has been pleased with 
his recovery from a season-ending 
knee injury last year. 

"I didn't really know how [well] 
I was going to come back from the 
knee surgery," Wall said. "I worked 
really hard this summer, and it's paid 
off so far. I'm just happy to have the 
opportunity to be playing." 

After breaking their nation-lon-
gest 14-game losing streak, the Owls 
were able to loosen up. Following the 
game, Hatfield jokingly teased fresh-
man Carl Taylor for b 'ing tackled 
two yards shy of the goal line instead 
of scoring when returning an inter-
ception. Such good-natured ribbing 
has not been absent from practice, 
which has kept Rice's spirits up in 
this trying season. 

"Believe it or not, we do a lot 
more [joking around] in practice 
than we do after the game," Hatfield 
said. "There are some things that 
some of the kids will do in practice 
like spiking the ball ... to make 
practice fun." 

Rice's first four home contests 
this season have drawn an average 
of just 10,524 fans, fourth-lowest in 
NCAADivision I-A. But according to 
Herrin, playing in front of a stadium 
that is 15 percent full has not been 
debilitating. 

"We have always said, 'I don't 
care how many people are in the 
stands — it's going to come down 
to us playing together," Herrin said. 
"That's what this whole season has 
been about — just playing for each 
other and playing for Rice and for 
the students and for pride." 

Swimming tops Green Wave 
by Brian Mothersole 

FOR THE THRESHER 

The swim team soundly de-
feated defending Conference USA 
champion Tulane University in a 
dual meet Saturday, winning 10 
of the competition's 14 events en 
route to a 157-105 victory. 

The Owls, who now have a 
3-0 dual meet record, head to 
Atlanta this weekend to compete 
in the Georgia Tech Invitational, 
which also includes Florida State, 
Miami and New Orleans, among 
others. 

"It's going to be a lot more 
competitive," freshman Diane Gu 
said. "We've only had one invite, so 
Georgia should [let us] see where 
the other teams are." 

Head coach Seth Huston said 
this weekend's three-day, Confer-
ence USA Championship-style 
meet will also help Rice gain 
experience for longer, endurance-
focused competitions. 

"We like to swim one or two 
meets like [the Georgia Invita-
tional] to get the feel of how we 
need to keep com ing back day after 
day and session after session and 
keep performing," Huston said. 

And the upcoming meet should 
help the Owls recover from their 
recent injury t roubles , which 
have lessened as of late, by giving 
recovering swimmers more laps 
against competition. At theTulane 
meet, sophomore Brittany Mas-
sengale, the only Owl to advance 
to the NCAA Championships last 
year, made her 2005-'06debut. Still 
recovering from a shoulder injury, 
Massengale easily won the 1,000 
yard freestyle in 10 minutes, 0.71 
seconds, just two seconds behind 
the school record she set as a 
freshman and 25 seconds ahead 
of her nearest competition. 

Huston said he will continue to 
monitor Massengale's progress. 

"She swam very well, but it 
wasn't exactly pain-free," Huston 
said. 'There are still some ques-
tion marks, but it was a bonus 
just to get her up in a meet like 
that." 

SMIJ, which won the last nine 
Western Athlet ic Confe r ence 
swimming titles, also joins Rice in 
C-USA this year, but Huston said 
the win over the defending C-USA 
champion was still significant. 

"Beating Tulane was a good 
deal," Huston said. "Any time you 

can move into a new conference 
and beat thedefendingchampion, 
that's a good sign." 

Gu said the team is more 
confident after last weekend 's 
victory. 

"We were really nervous com-
ing in because they won the confer-
ence last year, and we barely beat 
them in a dual meet last year," Gu 
said, "But we knew we were going 
to step it up, and we did." 

Sophomore Amy Halsey and 
Gu both won two individual events. 
Halsey won the 100 and 200 back-
stroke, while Gu took the 50 and 
100 freestyle. 

Sophomores Carey Hain and 
Jennifer Hill won the 500 freestyle 
and the 400 individual medley, 
respectively. Hill had an added 
incentive in the medley after finish-
ing second in the 200 breaststroke 
by .01 seconds earlier in the meet. 
Freshman Carlyann Miller and 
Hain teamed up to take first and 
second in the 200 freestyle. A 
quartet of Gu, Halsey, freshman 
Skylar Craig and junior Andrea 
H u m combined to win the 400 
medley relay. Gu, Hum, Miller, 
and senior Laura Healey won the 
200 freestyle relay. 

FOOTBALL 
From page 13 

biggest play of the year. Expertiy an-
ticipating the Green Wave's first play, 
sophomore linebacker Jared Gilbert 
forced a fumble that was recovered by 
true freshman Carl Taylor. 

"We had practiced the play they ran," 
Gilbert said. "I knew it was coming as 
soon as the first step happened." 

Rice iced the game on the following 
drive, when Armstrong completed a 
29-yard touchdown pass — his first of 
the season — to senior tight end Joe 
Don Wood. The touchdown pass was 
the lirst pass completed to a tight end 
in 175 previous pass attempts. 

Taylor finished the game with an 

interception on Tulane's last offensive 
play, returning the ball 29 yards to 
the Green Wave 2-yard-line with five 
seconds left. 

The biggest stars of the game 
were on offense, which churned out 
a season-high 392 rushing yards and 
a season-high 114 passing yards. Wall 
and Quinton Smith combined for 299 
rushing yards on 40 carries. Wall's 
156 rushing yards bettered his previ-
ous career high by 98 yards, while 
Armstrong's 103 passing yards more 
than doubled his season high. 

Bilaye-Benibo showed explosive 
speed, racking up 59 yards on 9 carries 

despite entering the game with just 15 
rushing yards on the season. 

"I felt confident coming into the 
game that I knew my assignment," he 
said. "I knew that whenever my name 
was called ... I would get a chance." 

Hatfield said the win will be a 
memory his players will recall when 
they return to Rice for future home 
comings. 

"I think it was great just to win at 
homecoming," Hatfield said. "No mat-
ter what else, you'll remember [the] 
42-34 | final score] — an exciting game 
that went down to the last seconds of 
play." 
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OMACBOWL.COM 

G O T G A M E ? 
THEN STOP BY AND GET INTO OUR GAME. 

STOBENT FROM THIS CAMPOS WILL WIN A 81,000 SCHOLARSHIP AT THE FOOTRALL OAME THIS WEEK. 

RR WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ENTER A SWEEPSTAKES FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A 2007 SATURN SKY™ ROADSTER. 

GMAC 

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES SATURN 

GAME DAY EVENT NOVEMBER 1 9 
Come and show your support Team GMAC and Saturn will be outside the football stadium this Saturday applying school spirit tattoos a couple of hours before kickoff. While you're at the GMAC/Saturn 
display, don't forget to register for the chance to participate in the GMAC Bowl Right Stuff Challenge halftime activity The first 500 students to register will receive a GMAC Bowl T-shirt. If you win the 
Right Stuff Challenge, you'll receive a S1,000 scholarship' 

You may also catch a glimpse of the 2007 Saturn SKY™ roadster. If you like what you see, be sure to enter the sweepstakes (entry form available at the display). 
No purchase necessary tor sweepstakes or events Void where prohibiten Sweepstakes open to legal residents ot the 50 United States and the District pt Columbia who are 18 years of age or older ami have a valid driver's license Sweepstakes ends 12-31/05 See saturn com tor 
official sweepstakes rules You must be a full time student enrolled at one ot the participating schools in the MAC. WAC or C-USA conference who has a current valid student ID trom that school and a valid driver s license, and He at least 1« years ot age or older at t ime ot entry to 
be eligible to participate In the event See on-site display tor event official rules 

© 2005 GMAC All Rights Reserved GMAC and GMAC financial Services are registered service marks of the General Motors Acceptance Corporation © 2005 Saturn Corporation Saturn and its logos are registered trademarks ot the Saturn Corporation 
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Untimely injuries cost men's 
cross country at NCAA regional 

by Katy Miller 
THRESHER STAFF 

Hie men's cross country team 
closed its season on a disappointing 
note at the NCAA South Central Re-
gional meet Saturday in Waco. 

Rice went into the 10-kilometer 
event hoping to advance to the NCAA 
Championship meet. Those hopes 
disappeared, though, when four 
Owl runners were unable to finish 
the race due to injuries. Sophomore 
Brett Olson suffered from both de-
hydration and asthma. Senior Marcel 
Hewamudalige, typically the Owls' 
top finisher, did not complete the 
race because of a hamstring injury. 
Senior Scott Loftin and junior Pablo 
Solares also could not finish. 

"We tried pretty much everything 
we could possibly imagine to get 
[Hewamudalige's injury] fixed last 
week, but due to the nature of ham-
string injuries, obviously it didn't 
work — there wasn't enough time," 
head coach Jon Warren Oones '88) 
said. "I could tell ... that it wasn't 
going to be a positive endeavor, so 
I actually stepped in and told him 
to stop." 

The Rice runners who did com-
plete the race turned in strong 

performances. Sophomore Charles 
Hampton finished 17th overall with 
a time of 31 minutes, 56.75 seconds, 
senior David Axel placed 27th with 
a time of 32:35.75, and sophomore 
Colby Keithan finished in 32:51.50, 
good for 32nd. 

"Charles, David and Colby were 
the three positives," Warren said. 
"The three kids who were physically 
capable of running well all did. But 
it [was] frustrating. You want to run 
well in the races that matter." 

Although he was Rice's top fin-
isher at the regional meet, Hampton 
had to battle with back problems. 
Hampton said the Owls' performance 
would have been markedly different 
without their injuries. 

"A healthy Marcel would have 
been up there contending for the win, 
and I think I could have been [in the] 
top 10 without my back being bad," 
Hampton said. "You would always like 
to run a healthy team, but you have 
to play the cards you're dealt." 

Hampton said the experience the 
Owls gained at regionals will help 
them in the future. 

"You can always take something 
positive away from the [regional] 
meet," Hampton said. "Experience 
is always a key factor. Next year, we 

will have a ... better idea of what to 
expect." 

The season overall was not with-
out its bright spots, including placing 
first in the Rice Invitational Sept. 17 
and taking second at the Conference 
USA Championships Oct. 29. 

With only three seniors on this 
year's squad, Rice is in good position 
to compete for the C-USA title in 2006 
and possibly earn a spot at the NCAA 
Championship. 

"We had enough positives to bleed 
into next year," Warren said. "Charles 
is returning, Colby's returning, 
Pablo's returning, Brett's returning. 
... From that core,... I think we can 
be in the hunt again next year." 

Rice has little time to dwell on 
the disappointing finish to the cross 
country season. With the indoor 
track season beginning in late 
January, Warren said the Owk jan 
work toward making that season 
successful. 

"We can move on immediately and 
take a frustration and turn it into a 
[success]." Warren said. "One of the 
beauties of our sport is that when 
things go great, it's wonderful and 
everybody's happy, but if things go 
badly we don't have to wait a whole 
year [to make amends]." 

INTERFAITH 

f f e a R k s g i v t a f S S e c v W 
t 
tv 

Sunday, November 20th 

5 p.m. 

Palmer Church 
Sjx)nsored by Canterbury 

To attend or volunteer contact Andrew at warejko@rice.edu 

http://www.ruf. rice.edu/~autry/tlmnksgivingserviceJitiT) 

FREE TRADITIONAL DINNER FOLLOWING SERVICE! 

j u n c Y 

Pa rticipar ing Groups 

1 lillel (Jewish) * Church of the Latter Day Saints * 

Progressive Christian Fellowship at Rue University * 

Canterbury (Anglic an) * Muslim Student Association * 

Wesley Foundation ( Methodist) * Buddhism * 

lutervarsity Christian Fellowslup (iV'CF) undergraduates 

IVCf graduate students * 

SOCCER 
From page 13 

"This year one of our goals was 
to win the conference and actually 
secure ourselves a spot in the tourna-
ment," Huston said. "We were able 
to achieve that. ... We had a tough 
schedule, and I think we learned a lot 
from that. It was one reason we were 
able to come in [to the NCAAtourna-

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
nov. 10-12 

CROSS COUNTRY 

2005 SOUTH-CENTRAL REGIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Nov 12,2005 — Waco, Texas 

Women's team results 
1. Univ. of Arkansas 
2. Baylor University 
3. Rice University 
4. Lamar 
5. Stephen F. Austin 
6. Texas A&M University 
7. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
8. Texas Christian University 
9. University of Texas 
10. Louisiana State University 

Men's team results 
1. Arkansas 
2. University of Texas 
3. Texas A&M University 
4. Texas Pan Amencan 
5. Stephen F. Austin 
6. Louisiana State University 
7. Texas Christian University 
8. Texas State University 
9. North Texas University 
Rice University 

SOCCER 

45 
46 
78 
115 
159 
193 
196 
240 
242 
266 

33 
46 
128 
147 
170 
186 
227 
230 
269 
DNF 

RICE 0 - 2 CALIFORNIA 
Eisenberg 20' 

Gartrell 39' 

Nov. 11. 2005 — Myers Track/Soccer Stadium 
Austin, Texas. 

Rice (13-71).Giese; Coralli, Droeger, B. Martin, Barber. 
Candee, C. Martin, Robbins, Serrano, Conn, Lucas; 
Substitutes: Bellow, Fadool, Waite. 

Cal (15-3-2): Suiprizio, Hamm, Hookwe. Relja, Mazura, 
Cabello. Eisenberg, Schnugg, Igwe, Schlesmger, Al-
Lami: Substitutes: Ratican.Clute, Lea, Barnes, Wieger, 
Gartrell, Wiles. 

Assists: Cal: Hamm 1. Tracy 1. 
Cautions: Rice: Bellow 38' . 
Ejections: none. 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — N/A 

Rice 
12 

4 
6 
3 
7 
0 

Cal 

26 
10 
3 
4 
12 
1 

ment] and put up a good fight." 
With only three seniors on this 

year's roster — Droeger, midfielder 
Kelly Brolan and goalkeeper Amanda 
Garrison — Rice will be in a position 
to defend its C-USA championship 
and improve on its NCAA tournament 
results in 2006. 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 3 HOUSTON 1 
Nov. 10, 2005 — Autry Court 

UH 30 26 31 14 
Rice 32 30 29 30 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — Morgan 21 , Pazo 19. Kuykendall 14, 
Hoban 10 
UH — Sartori 21, Farmer 12. Adorn 10 
Assists 
Rice — Hoban 52 
UH — Hohl 44 
Digs 
Rice — Kirk 17, Holderness 13, Pazo 12. Hoban 12. 
Kuykendall 10, Morgan 10 
UH — Gonzalez 27, Farmer 18, Hohl 12. Piva 11 

Attendance — 324 

UH Rice 
58 72 

3 1 25 
176 183 
.153 .257 
49 65 
5 9 
8 1 75 
7.0 16.0 

FOOTBALL 

TULANE ?4 RICE 42 
Nov. 12, 200b - Rice Stadium 

Tulane 3 21 7 3 34 
Rice 7 14 14 7 42 

TU — Hartgroves 22 field goal 
Rice — Wall 25 run (Landry kick) 
Rice — Armstrong 4 run (Landry kick) 
TU — Hower 15 pass from Elliott (Hartgroves kick) 
TU — Brown 68 pass from Elliott (Hartgroves kick) 
Rice — Wall 75 run (Landry kick) 
TU — Forte 18 run (Hartgroves kick) 
Rice — Wall 1 run (Landry kick) 
TU — Forte 18 pass from Elliott (Hartgroves kick) 
Rice — Smith 58 run (Landry kick) 
TU — Hartgrovres 22 field goal 
Rice — Wood 29 pass from Armstrong (Landry kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts Avg. 

Time of Possession 

Tulane 
22 
154 
298 
452 
133 
3-44.0 
32:14 

Rice 
22 
392 
114 
506 
145 
2 4 2 0 
27:46 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Rice — Wall 20-156, Smith 2 0 1 4 3 , Bilaye Bembo 
9-59. Armstrong 8-30, Cates 1 5 . 
TU — Jackson 14-83, Forte 15-59, Boudreaux 3 1 1 , 
Brown 1-5. 
Passing 
Rice — Armstrong 9 4 0 103, Clement 4 - 1 1 11 
TU — Elliott 37 22 1 298. 
Receiving 
Rice — Falco 2-64, Dillard 2-21, Wood 1-29. 
TU — Koch 6-81, Brown 4-90, Forte 2-37, Davis 2 25, 
Hooever 2 24, King 2 18, Terranova 2 11, Boudreaux 
1 7 , Guidroz 1-5. 

Attendance — 9.162 

• T f e e h o u s 
New and better Rice Coffeehouse travel mugs. 
New and better coffee roasters make for our 
new and better coffee. 

Come see what it's all about; 
it's all available TODAY at the Holiday Bazaar. 
Get your free samples. 
Grand Hall.RMC. 

9 a.m. — 4 p.m. .iffllffliMtei 

I 

www.ricethresher.org 

I m 

mailto:warejko@rice.edu
http://www.ruf
http://www.ricethresher.org
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CALENDAR 
FRIDAY 48 
Start your shopping early for 
Hanachristmukwanzaakah 

The Student Center holds its 
annual holiday bazaar from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. with shopping, 
entertainment and pictures by 
the Christmas tree. What, no 
Festivus pole? 

That's one sexy program 

The Program for the Study of 
Women and Gender changes 
its name to the Program for the 
Study of Women, Gender and 
Sexuality today. The change 
will be made official with a 
reception in conjunction with a 
4 p.m. lecture by Emory Univer-
sity English professor Richard 
Rambuss, entitled "Indicatively 
male." All festivities take place 
in the Humanities Building, 
room 117. 

SATURDAY 

Tailgate games? Like drink-the-
beer and drink-the-beer-faster? 

The sport management pro-
gram sponsors the Rice Tailgate 
Games at 11 a.m. at the rugby 
field. The games are actually 
not alcohol centered, and prizes 
include free tickets to Houston 
Aeros games as well as a base-
ball signed by Lance Berkman. 

Dhamaka 

'Hie South Asian Society's fall 
production, Dhamaka, begins 
tonight at 6:30 p.m. Tickets cost 
$7 for students and include a 
light dinner of Indian food. 

MONDAY 2 1 
Transgendered legal rights 

Houston-based attorney Phyllis 
Frye speaks on the legal rights 
of transgendered individuals. 
The lecture starts at 9 p.m. in the 
Humanities Building, room 119. 

THURSDAY 24 

SUNDAY 

Music with fish ... err, I mean, 
strings 

Jory Herman (Wiess '05) 
performs a string bass recital at 
12:30 p.m in Duncan Recital Hall 
at Alice Pratt Brown Hall. The 
concert features Flamenco style 
pieces and other contemporary 
bass literature. 

Medieval midwife 

The medieval studies depart-
ment hosts a screening of IJie 
Midwife's Tale at 3 p.m. at the 
Rice Media Center. The film is 
free and part of the medieval 
studies film series. 

Day of remembrance 

Pride and GATHER recognize a 
day of remembrance, honoring 
the politically motivated deaths 
of transgendered individuals 
worldwide. 

Want a 
date? 

How about 

365? „ 
Applications for 
next semester's 

calendar editor are 
now being considered. 

contact 
thresher-calendar@rice. edu 

c—* for more information. 

Happy Turkey Day: Don't go to 
classes today and tomorrow 

Top three things Rice students 
should be thankful for: The fact 
that our football team is not 
playing a nationally broadcast 
Thanksgiving game, Willy's Pub 
and Ping. 

FRIDAY 

Last day of classes 

Congrats, first semester 
students, you've survived this 
much of Rice. You're all so 
much older and wiser than you 
were four months ago. . . . At 
least, that's what you can look 

forward to hearing around 
family dinner tables for the next 
month. Good luck. Also, today 
is your last day to drop a class. 

ARTS ON CAMPUS 

Lovett College theater 

8 p.m. tonight and tomorrow 
Inherit the Wind 
Lovett Commons 
$3/students 

Wiess College theater 

8 p.m. tonight and tomorrow 
The Foreigner 
Wiess Commons 
$4/students 

Rice Dance Theater 

8 p.m. tonight and tomorrow 
Once Upon a Dance 
Harjo Dance Theater 
$5/students 

Rice Players theater 

8 p.m. tonight and tomorrow 
Design for Living 
Hamman Hall 
$5/students 

Chamber music festival 

Sunday, Nov. 20 
Concerts all day featuring music 
by French composers 
Alice Pratt Brown Hall 
Free admission 

Rice Art Gallery 

Through Dec. 11 
White Webb: Eminent Domain 
Sewall Hall 
Free admission 

RICE ATHLETICS 

Friday, Nov. 18 

6 p.m: Volleyball C-USA 
tournament quarterfinals 
Autry Court 

Saturday, Nov. 19 

2 p.m: Football vs. University of 
Central Florida 
Rice Stadium 

TBA: Volleyball C-USA 
tournament semifinals 
Autry Court 

Sunday, Nov. 20 

4 p.m: Volleyball C-USA 
tournament finals 
Autry Court 

Monday, Nov. 2 1 

7 p.m: Women's basketball vs. 
Texas Tech 
Autry Court 

Tuesday, Nov. 22 

7:05 p.m: Men's basketball vs. 
New Mexico Highlands 
Autry Court 

Saturday, Nov 26 

3 p.m: Football vs. University of 
Houston 
Robertson Stadium, UH 

Tuesday, Nov. 29 

7:05 p.m: Men's basketball vs. 
Prairie View A&M 
Autry Court 

Friday, Dec. 2 

7 p.m: Women's basketball vs. 
Davidson 
Autry Court 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 

Fax: 
(713) 348-5238 

E-mail: 
thresher-calendar@rice.edu 

Campus Mail: 
Calendar Editor 
Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 

space available basis. 

New Korean Healing Meditation 
An Open Invitation To All To Learn How To Get Rid Of 

Stress, Anxiety, Depression, And More Forever! 

A Special FREE Lecture By 

Won Baek 
Director of Houston Mawn Meditation Center 

Health Specialist 

For The First Time At Rice University! 
Welcome to a Special Seminar on the perfect method for finding and 
becoming the true self inside you. Just hear how all the personal problems, 
hardships and sufferings in your life build up and how to completely 
eliminate those things through the simple and proven methods of Maum 
Meditation. Maum Meditation originated in l l )% based on the teachings of 
Woo Myung, The Great Master and winner of the 2002 Mahatma Gandhi 
Peace Prize for his outstanding dedication to the service of humanity to 
bring a permanent world peace among people of all nations. 

Seating Is Free But Limited! 
Refreshments Provided! 

Call Today For Reservations! 

832-541-3523 
www.maum.org 

6:30 pm Monday 
Nov. 28 

Farnsworth Pavilion 

Student Center 

Rice University 

Sponsored By 

Houston Maum Center 
10800 Clay Rd #5107 
Flouston, TX 77041 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.maum.org
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THE RICE THRESHER BACKPAGE FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 18,2005 

In honor of Fastwarp's tournament this weekend and our beloved honorable guest, Steve Jackson 
(Sid 74), the Backpage has prepared a "choose your own adventure" story. Roll your initiatives! 

CHOOSE YOUR OWN BACKPAGE, #48 

ADVENTURE OF THE RUNAWAY DRAGON 
One day, while walking around the Outer Loop, a shadow passes over you. A DRAGON! 

This could h? dangerous. You decide to alert the student body and warn them of this beast, this 
runaway dragon. You grab your +1 sweatshirt, your flask of holy water and a mechanical pencil 
and set out on your quest. But how should you warn everyone? You could try the campus crier, 
the Thresher, or the wizard king Leebron. 

If you decide to go to the Thresher, go to A 
If you decide to go to Leebron, go to I. 

A. You walk into the RMC, looking for the Thresher office. Choose a stairway. 
If you go up the West stairway, go to B. 
If you go up the East stairway, go to C. 

B. You t rudge up the infinity stairway in almost pitch darkness. Luckily, you have a wand 
of light. Holding it against the cold stone walls, you can make out two doors: one to the alumni 
office and another to the Honor Council office. 

If you go into the alumni office, go to D. 
If you go into the Honor Council office, go to E. 
If you are afraid and want to turn around, go to C. 

C. You start to walk toward the East stairway, lamenting that Pub is closed. But a siren's 
song fills the air as you notice the stereo at the Coffeehouse. A blond vixen pulls you close with 
a come-hither finger and seductress eyes. 

If you give in to her charms, go to F. 
If you already had enough coffee today and want to go to the Thresher, go to H. 

D. Great Caesar's Ghost, an Alumni (iolem! You unsheathe your mechanical pencil, but only blunt 
weapons have any effect on Alumni Golems. Damn, if only you'd paid attention in WGST312: Golems 
and Sexuality in die 20th Century. Suddenly you are knocked unconscious. You awaken hours later, 
chained to a wall with all of your money taken, presumably as a student donation. T h e end . 

E. You walk into what appears to be some sort of holy shrine. T h e door slams behind you 
and eerie candles illuminate nine ghostly faces. "J accuse!" they yell. Suddenly you are knocked 
unconscious. You awaken hours later, chained to a wall. A woman wearing a cloak comes up to 
you. "Don't worry," she says. "Your hearing should start in about a month, so make yourself 
comfortable — you're going to be here for a while. Bwahahaha!" T h e e n d . 

F. You follow the sweet scent of coffee and honey hair of the Coffeehouse worker. She stares 
deep into your eyes. Like some intoxicating poison, you cannot escape. She licks her lips as 
she leans forward, drawing ever so near. "Hey," she says, "Can you take this coffee up to the 
Thresher office for me? Thanks!" 

If you take the coffee up to the Thresher office, go to H. 
If you jump across the Coffeehouse bar and try to ravish her right there, go to G. 

G. You knock the biscotti to the ground as you leap across the coffee bar, taking the Coffeehouse 
vixen in hand, preparing to embrace her alabaster form. Suddenly you are knocked unconscious. You 
wake up hours later in a cave with your leg chained to a rock wall and a pickaxe at your feet The once-
golden beauty is now clad in a leather body suit and stilettos, whip in h?nd. "Dig, slave!" she shouts 
with a crack of her whip. "Dig forever in our caffeine mines. Bwahahahaha!" The e n d . 

H. You make your way to the Thresher office. Finally, you have arrived. Back issues, Mountain 
Dew cans and pizza boxes litter the ground. Nothing could possibly live here. You go to the back 
room, where some small creatures at computers turn around and stare at you. Their withered 
figures and bloodshot eyes gaze into your soul. Suddenly you are knocked unconscious. You 
awaken hours later with your leg chained to a chair. "Work," one of the larger creatures yells at 

you in AP style. "Work forever as our 
Backpage slave. Don't forget to say 
Velociraptor.' Bwahaha!" The end . 

I. You trek across the wasteland 
to the Allen Center, seeking out the 
wizard Leebron. Entering the great 
stone building, you spy an elevator and 
the cashier 's office. 

If you enter the elevator, go to J . 
If you enter the cashier 's office, 
g o t o K. 

J. You walk into the elevator and push 
the button for the top floor, because that is 
where the boss always is. The doors slide 
open and suddenly you see a small red 
dragon. Oh no! What will you do? 

If you try to talk your way out of 
it, go to L» 
If you try to fight, go to M. 

K. You enter the cashier 's office and 
spy a woman at a desk. You go up to her 
and explain your dragon sighting. She 
says she can help you, but first you have 
to go to the registrar 's office. 

If you go to the registrar 's office, 
go to N . 
If you decide to leave, go to O . 

L You remember your public speak-
ing courses and try toconvincethedragon 
to step out of the way, making sure to use 
chest-high hand motions. Roll a d20 and 
add your charisma modifier to see if your words sway the dragon. 

If you get higher than ... oh, who are you kidding, there 's no way you can talk your way past 
a dragon. Its a freakin' dragon. Suddenly you are knocked unconscious. Go to P. 

M. You remember your karate LPAP and your How to Kill a Dragon class. You pull out your 
mechanical pencil and click it a couple times. "Yeaaargh!" you yell as you lunge toward the 
leathery beast. Roll a d20 and add your base attack. 

Sigh. Let me get this straight. You tried to attack a dragon with a mechanical pencil? Sigh. 
Suddenly you are knocked unconscious. Go to P. 

N. You walk across the hall to the registrar 's office and tell an employee the story about the 
dragon. He says he can help you, but first you have to go to the cashier 's office. 

If you go back to the cashier 's office, go to K 
If you give up and go to the elevators, go to J. 

O. You try to walk out of the cashier 's office when you hear the bell chimes of 3 p.m. The 
doors slam shut. Suddenly you are knocked unconscious. You could try to bribe your way out, 
but your account is delinquent. The end. 

P. You awaken tied to a chair in a huge office. Wizard Leebron sits in front of you. "So," he 
growls, "you want to stop my dragon army from seizing complete control of campus." You stare 
back in shock. "Well, there is nothing you can do!" he shouts. '"Iliere is no lacrosse team to stop 
me now." Just then, you remember your llask of holy water. You flick open the top, sending a 
few drops of holy water arching through the air. They land on Leebron's bald head. "Nooo!" he 
yells, shriveling away. Freeing yourself, you notice some holy water on your thumb and lick it 
off. That 's no holy water — that 's alcohol. But no time to party now. You have dragons to stop 
and alcohol to throw. Mechanical pencil in hand, you set out to save Rice. T h e e n d ? 

Tom DeLay elected 
Homecoming Princess, 
remanded to U-Court 

L a s t 
W e d n e s d a y 
(and the Back-
p a g e is s o 
pissed that this 
was not on the 
Backpage last 
week) Tom De-
Lay was elected 
Homecoming 
Princess. And 
no, that is not 
just the name 
he will receive 
when he goes 
to jail and mar-
r ies a rough 
t r ick n a m e d 
Lawrence. 

Upon set-
t ing foot on 
c a m p u s , De-
Lay w a s re-
m a n d e d t o 
U-Court for il-
legal fundrais-

ing and underage drinking. That is why he got 
kicked out of Baylor. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 per 
day potential. No experience necessary. 
Training provided. Age 18+ OK. (800) 
965-6520 ext. 289. 

SATURI) AY NIGHT babysitter. (ialleria 
area family with two young children look-
ing for friendly, loving Sat. night/week-
end hours babysitter. References and 
experience required. (713) 627-1680. 

WILLY'S PUB 
Est. 1 9 7 5 

Happenings at the PUB for the week of 11/21/05 

Monday 11/21 Open Mic Night 
hosted by Jordan Allen! 

Tuesday 11/22 Lovett Pub Night 
bring your rice 10 to get in' 

Closed for Thanksgiving! 

Don't go home hungry!I 

EAT PIZZA, SUBS, & BAR FOOD 

We are open t i l 1am Mondays and 
t i l 2am Tuesday - Thursday 

NEEDED: MOTHER'S HELPER 
for children (ages 9, 10 and 12) for 
transport to activities, childcare and 
homework help four or five afternoons 
a week. Inside the Loop not far from 
Rice. You will need references and 
reliable transportation. Contact Laura 
at (713) 524-3344 (daytime). 

P /T NANNY WEST U Area Mon.-Eri. 
orTues./Thurs. or MWE from 2:30-8:00. 
Responsible, experienced, references, 
like kids, clean driving record. Call Deb 
bie (832) 368-9142 or dzager@houston. 
rr.com. 

SING SONGS? TELL stories? Need 
caring, reliable nanny for 10-month old 
during weekdays. Twice a week, 9-4. 
I have scheduling flexibility. Galleria 
area. Must have reliable transportation 
and references. Call (713) 515-8381. 

JOB AVAILABLE FORbilingual (Manda-
rin/English) female to teach an 18-month 
toddler to speak Mandarin through play-
in loving home environment. Flexible to 
accommodate class schedule. Galleria 
area. Contact Jane at (713) 9064185 or 
alexandjane@houston. rr.com. 

MOTHER OF TWO toddlers (4 and 3) 
looking for a fun French native speaker 
to babysit 2-3 times a week. Both speak 
French and we are looking for someone 
with whom they can practice what they 
have learned, clalban@gmail.com. 

WATER SAFETY INSTRUCTOR and 
lifeguards needed for small private 
school for summer 2006. (iood pay, 
good hours, low ratios. Must enjoy 
children ages 3-12. Please call 
(713) 520-0738, askforTara. 

LAW OFFICE ASSISTANT needed, 
looking for a bright student with ex-
ceptional organizational and personal 
skills to assist in small law firm office. 
Flexible hours during Spring semester 
and possible summer work. Tasks will 
include regular office management 
activities such as answering phones, 
filing, and word processing. Must be 
comfoi table using a Windows platform 
computer with Microsoft Word and 
Excel. Please respond by e-mail to: 
christine@henrigibbs. com 

HOUSING 

ROOM FOR RENT for Rice Gradu-
ate student at nearby condominium; 
$650 per month, all bills paid. Con-
tact Teddy Petrou (832) 877-3611: 
Petrou@rice.edu. or call Steve 
Petrou (832) 859-1216 

FOR RENT: QUIET street... noisy 
train... interest ing ne ighborhood. 
Small, one-bedroom cottage on large 
lot (no yard work). All bills paid $650.00 
per month plus security deposit Call 
(832) 594-0627. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Grad students 
— don't live in the lab. One-bedroom 
apartment in small quiet building at 
4001 Greeley. Hardwood floors, lots 
of closet space, window unit air, on-site 
laundry. $525 with lease and deposit. 
Andover: (713) 524-3344. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Grad students-
don't live in the lab. One-bedroom 
apartment in renovated 60's building at 
1301 Richmond. Central air, hardwood 
floors, off-street parking. Bike to Rice. 
$550 with lease and deposit. Andover 
(713) 524-3344. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

PICK UP YOUR YEARBOOK. The 20<)4-
'05 Campanile has arrived. If you were an 
undergrad during the 2004-'05 academic 
year, you've already paid for it! Drop by 
the Campanile office or die Clubs office, 
2nd floor, I>ey Student Center. Previous 
editions are also available. 

RECYCLE THE THRESHER Please 
recycle this newspaper when you've 
finished reading it. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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