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Rice not damaged 
by Hurricane Rita 

COURTESY JAE HEE SCHIN 

Graduate students take shelter from Hurricane Rita using makeshift accommodations in McNair Hall Sept. 23 . 

by Risa Gordon and Nathan Black 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Undergraduates will not have to 
make up the three class days they 
missed due to Hurricane Rita, As-
sistant to the President Mark Scheid 
(Baker'67) said. Rice sustained mini-
mal wind d a m a g e — t h e highest gust 
the Rice Weather Station measured 
was 65 miles per hour — and no 
flooding from the storm. 

Sche id said P r e s i d e n t David 
Leebron and Provost Eugene Levy 
decided class days would not be 
made up because Rice does not have 
arequired minimum numberof days. 
Scheid said Leebron and Levy were 
confident Rice students and profes-
sors would be able to catch up on any 
material missed. Undergraduate and 
graduate s tudents resumed classes 
Tuesday. The Jones Graduate School 
of Management resumed classes 
Wednesday. 

Assistant Vice President for Facili-
ties Russell Price said the only visible 
s igns of the hurr icane — which 
passed to the northeast of Houston 

but caused tropical storm force winds 
in the city — were branches and 
leaves that were blown down. Price 
said Facilities, Engineering and Plan-
ning staff were still inspecting roofs 
around campus Wednesday but did 
not expect to find any damage. 

Price said Rice spent more than 
$100,000 on labor specifically for 
hurr icane preparation. He said the 
total cost of hurr icane preparation, 
including materials and contractors' 
costs, has not yet been calculated. 

The campus did not lose power 
during the storm, although Wiess 
President 's House and the Graduate 
Student Apartments did suffer out-
ages because they rely on city power, 
Price said. FE&P staff hooked up a 
generator to provide electricity to 
Wiess President 's House within 15 
minutes of the outage eariv Saturday 
morning, Price said. 

The biggest infrastructure prob-
lem concerned Information Technol-
ogy (See story, page 1). 

Housing and Dining provided 
food for everyone who stayed on 

See HI RRICANE, page 5 

Jones School, Economics 
propose business minor 

by David Brown 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A joint proposal by the Economics Depart-
ment and the Jones School calls for the creation 
ofan undergraduate minor or certificate in busi-
ness that would be administered in the Jones 
School. The University Standing Committee on 
the Undergraduate Curric ulum discussed the 
proposal at its meeting Wednesday. 

The proposal, submitted by former econom-
ics department chair Peter Hartley and Asso-
ciate Jones Graduate School of Management 
Dean George Kanatas, suggests the business 
minor would replace Managerial Studies, an 
interdisciplinary second major comprised pri-
marily of economics and psychology classes. 

T h e program would consist of six man-
datory classes: Financial Accounting, Cor-
porate Finance, Market ing , Organizat ional 
Behavior, Business Strategy and Communica-
tions. All courses except for Communicat ions 
would be taught by Jones School faculty. 
Communica t ions would be very similar to 
the cu r r en t MANA 404: Management Com-
munication, and would cont inue to be taught 
by an ins t ruc tor ou ts ide the J o n e s School. 

The curriculum committee did not vote on 
the proposal. Instead, committee chair Bill Wil-
son said he asked Jones School Dean William 
Glick for more logistical information. 

Wilson, an electrical and computer engineer-
ing professor, said lie asked for more details to 
be provided in a future meeting. 

"We asked [Glick] and others to think about 
it some more and flesh it out and then come 
back to us," Wilson said. 

Glick said student demand for a business 
program, Jones School capacity for the program 
and a method for handling excess demand must 
be determined. 

T h e written proposal sugges t s s tuden t s 
apply for the minor p rogram, but Glick said 
underg radua te bus iness p rog rams at o ther 
universi t ies use d i f fe ren t cri teria, including 
GPA-based and lot tery sys tems . 

Additionally, the committee will seek to de-
termine if the proposal is consistent with Rice's 
traditions and academic standards. One issue 
is that Rice currently offers only one minor, in 
Naval ROTC, Glick said. 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin Forman said 
the committee will discuss the role of minors 
in the curriculum in general at a future meet-
ing. If the business minor is approved, ho said, 
other depar tments may consider submitting 

proposals for minors as well. 
"It is not clear whether we actually need 

a new policy to allow minors," Forman said. 
"Still. I think it is valuable to have conversations 
about the general issue of minors — what the 
university view of a minor is and the role they 
might play in the curriculum." 

Should the commit tee dec ide not to ap-
prove new minors, the bus iness proposal 
s ta tes the program could be a cer t i f icate 
instead. Currently, Leadership Rice of fe rs a 
leadership cert if icate, and the Cen te r for the 
Study of l a n g u a g e s o f f e r s a cer t i f ica te for 
teaching English as a Second l a n g u a g e . 

Support for the program 
Hartley said he thinks many s tudents are 

interested in business education, based on en-
rollment in Managerial Studies and economics 
classes such as ECON 44tf: Corporate Finance 
and ECON 355: Financial Markets. 

"I think the economics d e p a r t m e n t for 
some t ime has noticed t he r e is a s t rong de-
mand for business-re la ted courses , " Hartley 
said. "We've had a lot of s t uden t s major ing 
in economics because they intend to go into 
bus iness ." 

Har t ley said s o m e d e p a r t m e n t s have 
dropped their Managerial Studies courses with-
out much reservation because the departments 
are not currently accountable for the quality of 
the Managerial Studies major. 

"The argument is that if the only undergradu-
ate program in the Jones School is the business 
minor, then the Jones School's reputation is at 
stake," Hartley said. 

Glick, who was the director of the business 
honors program at the University of Texas 
from 1993-'95, said having a business program 
would make Rice more attractive to prospec-
tive students. 

Wiess College sophomore John Kehoe said 
he supports the proposal because it wou Id make 
the Jones School useful to undergraduates. 

"It makes more sense for the faculty of the 
Jones School to teach [undergraduates! classes 
about business than economics professors," 
Kehoe said. 

Kehoe said he th inks many economics 
ma jo r s a re actually most in teres ted in busi-
ness . 

"I'd like to see a business program so that 
s tudents who are interested in business will 
have coursework designed specifically for 
them," he said. 

See BUSINESS, page 5 

Server outages disrupt e-mail 
Replacement system to be installed next semester 

by Ian Everhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

Undergraduates saw widespread e-mail 
problems last weekend, which prevented 
them from receiving e-mails sent to college 
listservs about hurr icane preparations on 
campus. 

IT Systems, Archi tec ture and Infra-
structure Director Barry Ribbeck said an 
overloaded Owlnet e-mail server caused 
s tudents to receive multiple copies of 
e-mails, experience a lag in receiving e-mails 
and have e-mails not show up in inboxes. 
Owlnet e-mail account holders — all un-
dergraduates and some graduate students 
— encountered these problems beginning 
Sept. 21. The problem was fixed Monday, 
Ribbeck said. 

Diane Butler, the manager for I T s client 
services, said College Computing Associates 
informed her that students were receiving 
duplicate e-mails late in the day Sept. 21. 

"At that point, I simply told the CCAs that 
most of our staf f was in the process of evacuat-

ing, that we may not even have mail if we lose 
power, and that we would deal with this first 
thing Monday morning," Butler said. 

Ribbeck said the e-mail outage illustrated 
the need for alternative means of commu-
nication with students. Khan said Rice's 
emergency Web page was successful and 
could be used to reach students in the future. 
Ribbeck also said students should provide 
an external e-mail address to the Registrar's 
Office in case Rice's e-mail system is lost, like 
those at Tulane and Lamar universities were 
as a result of recent hurricanes. 

"In the registrar's system, they have a field 
for an external e-mail address, but it's very 
incomplete," Ribbeck said. "It's not required 
by the Registrar's Office, but since it's there, 
people should fill it in. The problem is that 
students usually have free e-mail accounts, 
and they don't guarantee you anything—they 
can time out. go inactive or fill up." 

Contributing problems 
Ribbeck said I T s diagnostic system had to 

See E-MAIL, page 5 

INSIDE 

Public service careers 
The Caree r Services Cen te r is host ing 

a week-long ser ies of information sessions 
about c a r e e r s in public service. 

Events run Monday th rough Friday 
and include the Good Works Volunteer 
Fair, which will be held Thursday from 
12-4 p.m. in the Grand Hall. For more 
information, visit http://careers.rice.edu. 

Soccer game 
T h e soccer team re tu rns to action in its 

conference opener against the East Caro-
lina Pirates. T h e g a m e will be held at Rice 
Track /Socce r Stadium at 7 p.m. tonight. 
Students who arrive early will receive free 
T-shirts, and hot dogs will cost 25 cents all 
night long. 

Envision Grants 
The first round of applications for the 

Envision Grants are due in the l e a d e r s h i p 
Rice office Thursday. 

OPINION Page 4 
A mom braves the hurricane 

A&E Page 13 
Art, math finally meet in 'Proof 

SPORTS 
C-USA season begins 

Page 15 

Quote of the Week 

'Modesty in religious affairs — a healthy respect 
of the degree to which our claims are imperfect 
and incomplete — is a very rare commodity." 
— Peter Gomes, Harvard Divinity School professor 
who spoke at the Boniuk Center for Religious Tol-
erance conference Sept. 19. See story, page 9. 

Scoreboard 

Volleyball 
Rice 3, Illinois 0 
Rice 3, Illinois-Chicago 1 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Sunny. 64-87 degrees 
Saturday 
Sunny, 72-90 degrees 
Sunday 
Mostly sunny, 72-90 degrees 

http://careers.rice.edu
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Offer business classes, 
scrap minor proposal 

We oppose an undergraduate bus iness minor. (See story, page 1.) We 

do, however, support offering business c lasses to undergraduates. 

Given the number of s tudents currently enrolled in business-related 

c las ses and the n u m b e r of graduates pursuing careers in bus iness , w e 

think there is obvious unfulfi l led undergraduate interest in bus ines s 

courses . We bel ieve s u c h r igorous c o u r s e s — both t h o s e taught by 

Jones School faculty and n e w e c o n o m i c s e lect ives — would better 

prepare s tudents for the workforce, and w e applaud the J o n e s School 

and E c o n o m i c s Department for recogniz ing this demand and striving 

to mee t it. What w e o p p o s e is the proposed rubber-stamping, making 

six b u s i n e s s c l a s s e s const i tute a d e g r e e program. 

If the s ix bus iness c la s se s are not grouped into a minor, students will 

c h o o s e individual b u s i n e s s c l a s s e s based on their specif ic interests. 

T h e s tudents m o s t interested in market ing will take Marketing. But 

if the c l a s s e s compr i se a minor, additional s tudents will pack these 

c la s se s just to c o m p l e t e the minor requirements . 

Rice is a small s c h o o l and its curricular resources—facul ty , room 

capacity and so o n — a r e finite. So if the minor is created, the se c la s se s 

are likely to be burst ing at the seams , and the students mos t interested 

in individual c l a s s e s may or may not be able to take them. 

Thus, creating a bus ines s minor has a considerable potential cost: 

the denial of specif ic c la s ses to those who most want to take them. 

Meanwhile, the benefi t over simply offering the c lasses is nil. Adding 

the encapsulation of a minor is cosmetic; it would be a meaningless 

resume decal that would not prepare students for the bus iness world 

any more so than would just taking the classes . 

As p r o p o s e d , u n d e r g r a d u a t e b u s i n e s s shou ld b e h o u s e d in t h e 

J o n e s Schoo l — with r e s o u r c e s , of f ice s p a c e and aff i l iated facul ty 

— to c r e a t e o w n e r s h i p of t h e c o u r s e s . But a s far a s wha t g o e s on 

s t u d e n t s ' t r a n s c r i p t s a n d r e s u m e s , b u s i n e s s c l a s s e s o f f e r e d to 

u n d e r g r a d u a t e s s h o u l d s t and a lone and shou ld not b e i n c o r p o r a t e d 

into a d e g r e e p r o g r a m . 

OMG E-MAIL! OMG HURRICANE! 
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Keep your priorities straight during a crisis. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

IT: Keep more staff on 
campus during crises 

F o r b e t t e r o r w o r s e , e -mai l is t h e p r i m a r y c o m m u n i c a t i o n m e d i u m 

at Rice. So d u r i n g an e m e r g e n c y , w h e n c o m m u n i c a t i o n is c ruc ia l , 

we n e e d Owlne t e-mai l to b e opera t iona l , not dys func t iona l a s it w a s 

last w e e k e n d . (See s to ry , p a g e 1.) 

T h e ins id ious repl icat ion of e m a i l s w a s annoying, but the e n o r m o u s 

t ime lags — which r e s u l t e d in s o m e e-mails be ing del ivered days late 

— w e r e h a z a r d o u s . M a s t e r s t r y i n g to c o m m u n i c a t e with s t u d e n t s in 

the i r co l l eges w e r e de l ayed o r s i lenced by t h e technical p rob lems , and 

had to r e s o r t ins tead to pos t i ng s i gns and p o u n d i n g on doors . 

Thankfu l ly , t h e I T s taf f fixed t h e p r o b l e m s Monday . But w e th ink 

last w e e k e n d s h o w e d tha t in t h e f u t u r e , IT shou ld h a v e m o r e staff 

on c a m p u s d u r i n g c r i s i s s i tua t ions , and Rice s h o u l d p rov ide food 

and h o u s i n g fo r t h e s e e m p l o y e e s . 

Basically, IT should b e cons ide red an essential d e p a r t m e n t — in the 

s a m e c a t e g o r y as Facilities, Eng inee r ing and Planning, Hous ing and 

Dining and the Rice University Police D e p a r t m e n t . IT h a s a staff of 120, 

so s o m e could certainly have evacuated, just a s s o m e H & D and F E & P 

staff m e m b e r s left c a m p u s last week . But t h e Crisis M a n a g e m e n t T e a m 

should r equ i re e n o u g h IT s taf fers b e re ta ined as essent ia l pe r sonne l 

to k e e p o u r l ines of communica t ion open, especially w h e n t h e c a m p u s 

su f fe r* n o substant ial power outages . 

Luckily, H u r r i c a n e Rita w a s a d u d in H o u s t o n . Had w e b e e n l e s s 

f o r t u n a t e , t h e inabili ty to c o m m u n i c a t e in a 21s t - cen tu ry f a sh ion 

could h a v e p r e v e n t e d s o m e s t u d e n t s f r o m d o i n g w h a t t h e y w e r e sup-

p o s e d to do. IT and t h e Cr i s i s M a n a g e m e n t T e a m s h o u l d e s t a b l i s h 

an e m e r g e n c y p ro toco l tha t d o e s not c o m p r o m i s e s t u d e n t s ' safety. 

Rice did well with Rita 
Rice w a s t h e sa fes t p lace to b e d u r i n g H u r r i c a n e Rita — not jus t 

b e c a u s e of its bu i ld ings and location, but a lso b e c a u s e of t h e dedica t ion 

of t h e Cris is M a n a g e m e n t T e a m , col lege m a s t e r s , s t uden t s , staff and 

o the r s . We t h a n k e v e r y o n e w h o p i t ched in to h e l p u s p r e p a r e for t h e 

wors t , even t h o u g h t h e wors t d idn ' t h a p p e n . (See s tory , p a g e 1.) 

In addi t ion , w e app laud t h e dec i s ion to cance l c l a s s e s M o n d a y . 

Even t h o u g h it pu t u s a little f u r t h e r b e h i n d in c lass , t h e dec i s ion 

m a d e s e n s e g iven t h e m a s s m i g r a t i o n s to and f r o m H o u s t o n last 

w e e k e n d . We also a p p r e c i a t e P r e s i d e n t David L e e b r o n ' s a n d P r o v o s t 

E u g e n e l e v y ' s dec i s ion not to m a k e u p t h e m i s s e d days . T h e y cor-

rec t ly a s c e r t a i n e d tha t Rice s t u d e n t s and faculty can ca t ch u p in a 

h u r r y w h e n they n e e d to. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the T h r e s h e r 
editorial staff. 

Columns liken 
religiosity to stupidity 
To the editor: 

I would like to state for the re-
cord that I am a moderate. In fact, I 
now have it verified by the Political 
Compass online. I am also a devout 
Catholic. I am also a Rice student. 

My first impression of the campus 
that so espouses open-mindedness 
and diversity was that even if you 
disagreed with my first two titles, 
as a fellow student at this exclusive 
and intellectually challenging univer-
sity, you would at least not assume 
that I was mindless for adhering to 
their doctrines. 

However, when I read two col-
umns attacking Rice students and, 
even more unbelievably, Rice profes-
sors for their beliefs about evolution 
and intelligent design, I was officially 
disillusioned with the claims of mu-
tual respect on campus ("Profs should 
protect Rice's intelligent design," 
Sept. 2 and "Unevolving students 
hurt , embarrass Rice," Sept. 9). 

At least the reprimand of the 
professors accused them of merely 
being hoodwinked by the Discov-
ery Institute. However, the most 
recent article, claiming bluntly that 
religious s tudents on campus reject 

CONTACTING THE 
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reason and sense in favor of mysti-
cal beliefs with no basis in science 
or fact, wounded me deeply. Next 
week, will I be called a backwards 
thinker for believing in a woman 's 
most fundamental right — the right 
to be born? Will people a s s u m e 
that I have no brain because of this 
opinion? 

Since Rice will not, in fact, give 
its religious population the benefit 
of the doubt regarding our intellect, 
1 must state that intelligent design is 
not creationism. Although I am not 
a science major, 1 personally find 
that the more I learn about science 
the more deeply I believe in God, 
without sacrificing any scientific 
t ru ths to do so. 

Besides the death of the myth of 
mutual respect, I found one other 
thing disturbing about the asser-
tions of the articles. The writers 
implied that these s tuden t s and 
professors who dared to challenge 
the status quo were embarrass ing 
Rice. Personally, 1 would be far more 
embarrassed on behalf of Rice were 
we to garner the reputation that we 
never questioned the accepted sci-
entific principles of the day or never 
had an original idea out of fear of 
being mocked. 

We will never be respected in our 
rightful place within the academic 
community if we do not first respect 
each other. For my personal sanity, 
can we begin by assuming that the 
religious population is not stupid? 

Katy Mulvaney 
Baker freshman 

Alum's'irrational' 
attacks damage Rice 
To the editor: 

I find myself deeply ashamed to be 
a member of the Class of 2002, as one 
of my own graduating class has taken 
to assassinating the character of our 
university. Thomas Blaylock's letters 
have denigrated the Rice community 
and have done little, if anything, to 
offerany positive suggestions we can 
take to respond to the disaster that 
has befallen New Orleans. 

Blaylock's initial letter ("Rice's 
hur r icane response inadequate ," 
Sept. 9) disparaged the efforts being 
made at Rice, few of which he even 
acknowledged. He passed judgment 
on the entire Rice community for 
failing to do more. This letter truly 
angered me, since it belittled the 
huge outpouring of time and money 
I have seen the students, faculty 
and staff of the university dedicate 
to responding to Hurricane Katrina. 
President David I^eebron rightfully 
responded to this disrespectful let-
ter ("Accusations of apathy unfair, 
unwarranted," Sept. 9). 

In response, Mr. Blaylock at-
t acked I ^ e b r o n ' s c h a r a c t e r for 

defending the very real contribu-
tions we have all made these past 
few weeks ("Leebron should learn 
social skills, empathy," Sept. 16). 
I did not feel Leebron's letter was 
intended to silence the concerns of 
alumni. Instead, I read it as a call 
to action and an angry response to 
undeserved scorn. 

I see nothing in Blaylock's letters 
but undeserved and irrational attacks 
on character. He has attacked the in-
tegrity of the Rice community at large 
and of l>eebron in particular. 

I am deeply sorry that the city Mr. 
Blaylock calls home has been dam-
aged and that the lives of his friends 
and family have been so significantly 
affected. However, I do not believe 
that his loss entitles him to attack 
our good intentions or the significant 
actions we have taken. 

It is time for Mr. Blaylock to 
remove the rather large chip on his 
shoulder and lead by example. 

Roy Ha 
hwetl '02 

College is the time 
for open-mindedness 
To the editor: 

Once upon a time, when 1 was a 
f reshman at Rice. I wrote an impas-
sioned defense of the institution 
and the status quo and the accepted 
wisdom in response to a piece in the 
Thresher. 'Hie result was that the edi-
tor of the Thresher sent a message 
asking to talk to me. I was afraid to 
meet this person because she was 
the author of the editorial I had 
objected to. she was real smar t (ob-
viously), she was an upperclassman 
and she was one of those political 
people who complain about things 
and ask outrageous quest ions and 
make amazing accusations. 

When I finally met her , she 
asked me if 1 wanted to write for the 
Thresher. Imagine. And for a while, 
I did. 

I tell you this story in the hope 
that you will take the time now, 
while your life is still ahead of you, 
to challenge your own assumptions 
about things. 1 know it's s ca ry—and 
the world is scarier now than it ever 
was — but you will find it immeasur-
ably rewarding. 

As a student at Rice, you are 
already practically at the top of the 
heap. Therefore, you can afford to 
be just a little bit intellectually and 
spiritually brave. I )o it now. while you 
still can, before you sell your soul for 
a luxurious lifestyle and before you 
atrophy into a hard shell of righteous 
conviction. Open up your heart and 
mind and let the sun shine in. See 
what happens. 

Deborah Theodore 
Brown '70 

mailto:thresher@ricp.edu
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Guest column 

Scientific dogma hinders diversity of thought 

ERIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30,2005 

•m., 

I have noticed a distressing trend 
among Rice students discussing the 
origins of life. They believe evolu-
tion is a completed scientific theory 
without avi> problems 
c nuestinnable aspects. 
flicj" attitude expresses 
a rank dislike for anyone 
foolish enough to doubt 
the evolutionary hypoth-
esis. 

Many such students 
seem to believe that those 
who oppose the evolution 
of taxa higher than the 
species level (macroevo-
lution) stubbornly refuse 
to acknowledge other 
related scientific theories such as 
speciation (microevolution). This 
uneducated view of dissenting 
opinions falsely portrays opponents 
of macroevolution as ignorant, as 
if, for example, non-evolutionists 
would refuse to accept the proven 
and readily apparent microevolu-
tion of a bacteria strain's resistance 
to medication. 

r 

Jared 
Blakely 

Rices evolutionary 

dissenters are... 

a tribute to Rice s 

genuine tolerance, in 

opposition to a blind, 

unchallenged conformity 

to mainstream 

indoctrination. 

Any reasonable individual should 
realize that a physician who believes 
in intelligent design c;in diagnose a 
disease as adequately as someone who 
believes in an evolutionary develop-
ment of the immune system. To claim 
otherwise would be equivalent to say-
ing that an English major who believes 

Shakespeare wrote all his works cannot 
quote Much Ado About Nothing as we\\ 
as one who believes they were penned 
by Christopher Marlowe. Yet this is 

exactly how some evolution-
ists react to dissenters, as 
if someone who disagrees 
with the established scien-
tific community must be 
self-deceived or lacking in 
intelligence or both. 

This ad hominem ar-
gument is frighteningly 
rampant. I watched an 
episode of Penn andTeller's 
Bullsh it! last semester with 
my friends, in which the 
hosts purported to show 

the ignorance of Middle Americans 
lobbying for the teaching of intel-
ligent design along with evolutionary 
theory in their respective school 
districts. I was disappointed that ab-
solutely no arguments refuting intel-
ligent design theory were presented 
in the show; the TV personalities 
simply resorted to derisive laughter 
and sarcastic comments about the 
ignoramuses who believe in intel-
ligent design. I am treated with the 
same attitude when 1 discuss the topic 
with my friends. They can't imagine 
how any thinking individual could 
disagree with a "proven fact." 

I find it ironic when these evo-
lutionists reference historical inter-
ference with scientific discovery, 
citing the example of Galileo and the 
Catholic Church. Doing so ignores 
scientists such as Johannes Kepler 
and Isaac Newton, whose belief in a 
divinely-ordered universe gave them 
the inspiration and tenacity to pursue 
and develop some of the most incred-
ible scientific discoveries of all time. It 
is not religion but established dogma 
that inhibits scientific inquiry. 

And when it comes to regression 
to blind dogma, it now seems to be the 
evolutionists, rather than the religion-
ists, who are culpable. Evolutionists 
should welcome challenges to the 
established evolutionary preconcep-
tions, because such challenges con-

tribute to knowledge and progress. 
Instead, scientists, mathematicians 
and experts in evidence theory who 
have expressed concerns about 
evolutionary theory are vilified and 
marginalized, or their reservations 
are otherwise ignored. 

The TV personalities 

simply resorted to 

derisive laughter and 

sarcastic comments 

about the ignoramuses 

who believe in intelligent 

design. I am treated with 

the same attitude when 

I discuss the topic 

with my friends. 

In light of all the respectable 
scientists with reservations about 
evolutionary theory, perhaps the 
20.8 percent of Rice's evolutionary 
dissenters are not an embarrass-
ment but rather a tribute to Rice's 
genuine tolerance, in opposition to 
a blind, unchallenged conformity to 
mainstream indoctrination. Instead 
of crying evolutionary heresy at 
every objector. Rice students should 
promote an atmosphere of tolerance 
for questioning and challenging 
scientific convention. 

Only after we applaud our diversity 
and then thoughtfully address these 
issues will we break from the stifling 
influence of dogma and raise ourselves 
to a platform of true intellectualism 
and science. And, who knows, maybe 
some prospective student will choose 
Rice over some other top-tier institution 
because of it. 1 know I would. 

Jared Blakely is a Baker College 

Guest column 

Football players stretch 
schedules, Rice's reputation 
I thought to write this at about 
4 a.m. on a Sunday as I sat on 
a chartered Southwest Airlines 
flight returning from UCLA with 
the Rice football team. 
I was exhausted and 
longing for the 7 a.m. 
arrival at Rice — and 
I didn't even play in 
the game. 

The trip was a 
memorable one, from 
watching my school's 
team play in the Rose 
Bowl to seeing more 
than 300 alumni at-
tend festivities at the 
game. However, I took 
more away from the trip than an 
alumni cowbell and memories 
of a football game. I took away a 
deeper respect for the hard work, 
discipline and commitment that 
goes into playing on the Rice 
football team. 

James 
Lloyd 

We break [the] 
mold every time we 
travel to California 
to face a mammoth 

university in athletic 

competition or 
compete for Nobel 

Prizes against 
institutions with 
research budgets 
that dwarf ours. 

Rice Voices 

Student rebellion needs meaningful aspirations 
I a m worried about my fellow Rice 
students. I have always thought col-
lege was supposed to be a time of 
intellectual rebellion. Students are 
accumulating facts in their 
heads from classes, but we 
should also be question-
ing and debating some of 
the basic premises of the 
life we live. We are soon 
going to be responsible 
for shaping the world. It's 
time to question the way 
that things work now. 

Our short hedges seem 
to make us forget so much 
of the planet. I am sick and 
tired of the conversations I 
hear every day at lunch and dinner. 
College is the place to have raging 
debates about our economic poli-
cies and plans for social revolution. 
Instead, I hear mind-numbingly 
boring discussions about last night's 
beer pong scores and the extent to 
which people are going to get drunk 
during the weekend. I'd rather be 
watching Sit and Be Fit than listening 
to this nauseating fodder. 

Rice students think they are rebel-
lious when they walk out of a private 
party with an alcoholic beverage and 
when they complain about a certain 
assistant dean destroying so-called 
"college life." Day after day I hear 
anger toward the administration for 
its apparently "horrific" acts toward 
the student population. These com-
plaints are a weak and haggard evil 
sister of true collegiate rebellion. 

Givemeabreak.Useyourenergy 
to rebel against people and things 
that are actually important to your 
lives. Our needs for binging in order 
to create interaction with a "member 
of the preferred sex" should not 
be crucial. 

I want to see more vigils and 
protests about things that matter 

Apoorva 
Shah 

in our world. I commend the Rice 
students who choose to volunteer to 
help the New Orleans refugees, and 
I have the utmost respect for them. 

But I also think we should 
be speaking and demon-
strating loudly against 
the deficiencies of the 
bureaucracies that failed 
to respond to Hurricane 
Katrina. Each of us should 
be questioning every ac-
tion of our government 
and of governments and 
peoples across the world. 
It is not enough for only a 
small minority of Rice to 
do this. 

Even though our voices may not 
be heard directly by the people to 
whom we direct our protests, our 
dissent will help us mold our own 
opinions about the world. In turn, 
these opinions will make the debates 
about on-campus issues more coher-
ent and interesting as well. 

We seem to forget that the name 
of the university on the top of our di-
plomas is important not just because 
of its "Rowdy Owls" and Beer-Bike 
traditions, but also because of the 
intellectual capability required to 
be accepted into this fine institution. 
And becoming a Rice student is just 
the beginning. We must cultivate 
our minds to make our time here 
truly worthwhile. 

I see no cultivation. I see accu-
mulation and regurgitation. Students 
only choose to stretch their brains 
when a grade depends on it. They 
look for the classes with the easi-
est A's because all they care about 
is that three-digit number on their 
transcripts. I thought I was going to 
leave this nonsense behind when I 
left high school. 

We should not look to our admin-
istration to make Rice even greater. 

As students, we have a duty to do 
so. As some of the smartest and 
brightest youth of our country, we 
need to spend more time thinking 
about how our actions and beliefs 
will affect our future. I'm tired of 
the rampant apathy and the lack 
of idealism and desire for change. 
Rice, get off your ass and do 
something important. 

Apoorva Shah is a Sid Richardson 
College sophomore. 

To travel as a member of 
the team is not what one might 
expect. It is grueling and lacks 
much of the perceived glamour 
of intercollegiate athletics. For 
this trip, the team left on Friday 
morning only to spend the entire 
day traveling by plane and bus. 
That night, they ate catered food 
in a hotel conference room and 
watched a movie on a projection 
screen. They may have been in 
Los Angeles, but there was no 
night out on the town. 

The next day consisted of 
morning meetings, tests on 
strategy for the game and then 
hours of fierce competition. 'Hie 
grand finale was a 12 a.m. return 

flight arriving as the sun came 
up Sunday. 

Tough" is the best word to 
describe this regime. The play-

ers practice about 20 
hours per week and 
then travel on many 
weekends. They miss 
classes, fly and drive for 
hours, miss much of the 
fun of campus and lose 
precious time for study-
ing, all while still facing 
the same challenges of 
college we all face. 

Each player has his 
own reasons for en-
during this rigor. How-

ever, one reason is commonly 
shared: Each player takes pride in 
competing for Rice. 

Regardless of the opponents, 
scores and politics of athletics 
at Rice, these are our fellow 
students and friends giving it 
their all. The team does not have 
an easy schedule, so they will 
not be undefeated. But the Rice 
players are special in that they 
are not afraid to go up against 
tough teams. 

We all came to Rice knowing 
that the competition would be 
fierce and that we might not always 
come out on top. However, we 
knew we wanted to compete at the 
top, where our triumphs would be 
worthwhile and our losses would 
still trump any win at a lower level 
of competition. By playing Division 
1-A football, we show the nation we 
can compete beyond the level most 
would expect for a university the 
size of some high schools. 

We could relegate ourselves 
to obscurity as a small institution 
hidden within some shrubs in a 
giant Texas metropolis. Instead, 
we break from that mold every 
time we travel to California to 
face a mammoth university in 
athletic competition or compete 
for Nobel Prizes against institu-
tions with research budgets that 
dwarf ours. 

I salute the members of our 
football team and all athletes who 
do their best against tough odds 
to fight for Rice's honor. There is 
something we can do to help out 
their mission. Let's support our 
friends and fellow Owls when-
ever we can. Fight 'em Owls and 
beat Alabama! 

James Uoyd is a Brown College 
senior and Student Association 
president. 
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Mom vs. the hurricane: adventures of a Families Weekend cancelled 
T h e r e I was, arriving in Houston 
just as all of the city was fixin' to 
get out of Dodge. Workers and 
residents were heading for higher 
ground as Hurricane 
Rita, a Category 5 storm, 
came barreling out of the 
Gulf of Mexico straight 
for them. 

I have always consid-
ered myself a Category 
5 woman, blowing into 
every situation with bois-
terous confidence, bold 
exuberance and self-gen-
erated hoopla. On this 
day, I was storming into 
the great state of Texas 
all the way from the small but 
equally great state of New Joisy 
to see my baby, now a six-foot 
freshman at Rice. 

Marcianne 
Waters 

Ladies and gentleman, 
in this corner; at the 

size of Wyoming, Rita. 
And in this corner; at 
120 pounds, Marci. 

Blessed with an ignorance of 
natural disasters and a faith border-
ing on hubris, I had no intention of 

running from Rita. Abattle brewed, 
and while this fight appeared to be 
a tad mismatched — "Ladies and 
gentleman, in this corner, at the 

size of Wyoming, Rita. 
And in this corner, at 120 
pounds, Marci." — one 
thought raced through 
my ve ins in a coun-
terclockwise rotation: 
"Bring it on, Sister. Bring. 
It. On!" Rita may have 
been packing 150 mile 
per hour winds, storm 
surges of 20 feet and the 
occasional tornado, but 
I was armed with a few 
days of hard-won vaca-

tion, a non-refundable airline ticket 
and the insatiable desire to squeeze 
the stuffing out of my boy, usually 
1,400 miles from my grasp. 

Wednesday, September 2 1 : 
I sit in traffic and long gas lines as 
the airport shuttle driver smacks the 
steering wheel repeatedly, applying 
the age-old theory of "if I push the 
elevator button with staccato jabs, 
it will sense my need for immedi-
ate rescue and appear with all due 
speed." Lines of commuters, three 
deep, wait at bus stops. The radio 
advises us that Rita will be the worst 
storm to hit Houston since the Ice 
Age. I sit quietly and calmly as my fel-
low passengers make frantic phone 
calls to relatives and friends. "I don't 

You've got to help me 

, from the hurricane?] 

Hi, sweetie! 

know when I'll get there, y'all. We're 
stuck in traffic and the van has one 
more stop before it can bring me 
home to you." Mine is that last stop 
and I am now hated far more than 
Rita. Round one: Rita. 

Thursday, September 22 : I'm 
happily ensconced at the Marriott 
Residence Inn. Rita gains strength 

C TRUE OR FALSE? ) 
25% OF PEOPLE SAY THEY CAN DETECT THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN HOW EACH NOSTRIL PERCEIVES SMFLL. 

overnight. After a slab of Texas beef 
and a good night's sleep, so do I. 

Friends and family call and advise 
me to catch the next flight out of 
hell. As local television news brings 
me pictures of people running out 
of gas in a Texas-sized traffic jam, 
I sip rich, sweet restaurant coffee, 
munch on complimentary candy 
and agree to call the airline as soon 
as I hang up. 

AMERICANS EAT APPROXIMATELY 
350 SLICES OF PIZZA PER SECOND. ) 

c 7 OUT OF lOO AMERICANS HAVE 
FLOSSED THEIR TEETH WITH THEIR HAIR 

I have always 
considered myself a 
Category 5 woman, 
blowing into every 

situation with 
boisterous confidence, 
bold exuberance and 

self-generated hoopla. 

MEN BURP 4.7 TIMES PER DAY 
WHILE WOMEN BURP 2.1 TIMES PER DAY. ) 
8 % OF COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVE NOT 
WATCHED T.V. IN THE LAST WEEK. ) 

( THE MAJORITY OF COLLEGE STUDENTS DRINK 
AN AVERAGE 2 OR FEWER DRINKS A WEEK.* 

ONE OUT OF EVERY FOUR AMERICANS 
HAS APPEARED ON TV. ) 
c 3.9% OF WOMEN DON T WEAR ANY UNDERWEAR. 

5 .4% OF MEN GO COMMANDO. 

C 20W A n h i u M r - I M A WW S" la** MO •SOURCE: COM INSTITUTE 2001 

G U t S S WHAT? EVERY ONE OF THESE IS TRUE. MOST IMPORTANTLY, 

COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE MAKING RESPONSIBLE CHOICES ABOUT DRINKING. 

THANKS FOR MAKING INTELLIGENT CHOICES THE NORM. 

T H E 2 0 0 - P U B L I C U N I V E R S I T I E S 
O F T H E N A T I O N A L A S S O C I A T I O N 

l O F S T A T E U N I V E R S I T I E S A N D 
I L A N D - G R A N T C O L L E G E S ( N A S U L G C ) 

I keep my promise, get a busy 
signal and immediately nix the idea 
of leaving. A call to my son at noon 
wakes him. Through his fog, he lets 
me know Families Weekend has been 
cancelled. He also lets me know, 
somewhat more subtly, that he is not 
as excited to see me as I am to see 
him. I'm stuck in Houston without a 
friend as Armageddon approaches. 
Round two: Rita. 

Friday, September 23: Rita re-
ally comes to town. The contingent 
of Federal Emergency Management 
Agency workers stationed at my ho-
tel. right across from the evacuated 
Astrodome, is helpful and friendly, if 
not in total agreement. Buster tells 
me my little home away from home 
is a hurricane death'trap. Don tells 
me I couldn't be safer. Hotel manage-
ment tells me to hide in the bathroom 
with a blanket during the brunt of 
the storm. 

A little uncomfortable with the 
idea of meeting my maker alone in a 
hotel room, far from home but right 
next to the toilet, 1 decide to ride it 
out at Rice, a sturdy concrete struc-
ture with plenty of backup electricity 
and water. 

My lirst plan is to stay with n v 
sweet, but temporarily preoccupied, 
progeny. I'll bunk in the dorm. I'll 
spend quality time with my child and 
get to know his roommates. 

I tell the fruit of my womb this 
happy plan as we walk the breathtak-
ing campus. He stops breathing. He 

struggles to speak and finally blurts 
out an offer to drive me anywhere, 
anywhere at all, to catch a late flight 
home. I am touched at his concern for 
my safety but I'm not going anywhere, 
anywhere at all. 

He enlists in the "if you can't 
beat 'em join 'em" camp and for-
mally invites me to his college's 
"Bow Down Rita" party, complete 
with all the cheap beer I can drink. 
As tempting as this is, I decide to 
crash in the Student Center, blan-
ket, box of Keebler saltines and no 
Internet access included. Round 
three: Rita. 

Saturday, S e p t e m b e r 2 4 : 
I wake to find that Rita shanked 
it, as they say in golf, and turned 
way right. The people in my 
corner of the room — a Ph.D. 
candidate/mother of a toddler, 
the children of a Rice employee 
and a miniature schnauzer named 
Cricket — hug me with relief and 
goodbye wishes. I find my son and 
see that lie survived the hurricane 
party. We lunch together in his caf-
eteria. I hang with his roommates, 
his friends and a few professors. 
The sun comes blasting through 
the windows and the enthusiasm 
ot youth Hoods the room. 

[My son/ enlists in the 

"if you can 7 beat 'em 

join 'cm" camp and 

formally invites me 

to his college's "Bow 

Down Rita " party, 

complete with 

all the cheap beer 

I can drink. 

Sunday, September 25:1 head 
home, right after 1 hug the stuffing 
out of my baby, the man. 1 missed 
the Houston Zoo, the Galleria and 
the Dalai Luna, all scheduled for 
Families Weekend. But I saw a town, 
a people and a school community 
come together in crisis, and it was 
a force of nature greater than any 
weather event. 

Round four, and in a stunning last-
minute TKO, the match: Marci. 

Marcianne Wat en is the mother of a 
Sid Richardson College freshman. 
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Brown College junior Vicky Pridgen (left) and Brown senior Kelly McQuighan measure plywood to be cut for boarding up 
Brown's windows Friday, as Hurricane Rita approached Houston. 

HURRICANE 
From page 1 

campus, although more people were 
on campus than anticipated, H&D 
Director Mark Ditman said. Ditman 
said s tudents could have been fed for 
a total of live days without receiving 
a food delivery. 

"It really wasn't so much a risk 
of running out of food, it was more 
a quick reduction in options," Dit-
man said. 

Ditman said the lack of staff in the 
kitchens was a more pressing need 
than running out of food. About 12 
staff members were present at the 
height of the storm, although more 
were on campus before and after the 
hurricane, Ditman said. Volunteers 
such as Ping Sun, Leebron's wife, 
and Jones College Master Nancy 
Guerra helped with food prepara-
tion. At Baker College, Faculty Club 
Manager Ann Swain cooked meals 
for students. 

Scheid said Rice was fortunate to 
escape a serious hurricane but was 
prepared for one to hit campus. 

"I'm glad we dodged the bullet," 
Scheid said. "It was clearly a very 
serious hur r icane . . . . I'm really glad 
we were prepared, and I believe we 
would have been able to ride out 
a more serious one just as we did 
this one. I'm glad we didn't have to 
find out." 

Preparations 
By W e d n e s d a y even ing , the 

Crisis Managemen t Team had can-
celled Families Weekend — which 
will not be r e schedu led — and 
h o m e and away varsi ty a thlet ic 
events , as well as Thu r sday and 
Friday classes . 

Leebron said the team made 
the decision to r e s u m e c lasses on 
Tuesday at about 11 a.m. Friday 
based on the low likelihood of dam-
age to campus and the anticipated 
d i f f icu l ty e v a c u e e s would have 
r e tu rn ing to Houston . 

" B e c a u s e we a r e a l a r g e l y 
res ident ia l c a m p u s and b e c a u s e 
at tha t point we didn ' t s ee that 
t h e r e [would be) h u g e damage , 
we though t we would be in a posi-
tion to s ta r t again on Tuesday," 
Leebron said. 

T h e m a s t e r s , who all s tayed 
on campus, met with Forman and 
were given general instructions, but 
made many decisions about college 
preparations and rules on their own. 
Masters were also in contact with 
F F & P staff, Baker Master Krista 
Comer said. 

Leebron said the colleges pro-
vided an effective way of organizing 
and coordinating preparation effor ts 
on campus. 

"One thing that worked extraordi-
narily well was the college system," 
Ijeebron said. "The leadership of the 
masters land their responsibility for 

the students in their colleges] re-
ally served us extremely well in this 
emergency." 

FE&P staff began preparing for 
the hurricane Wednesday, inspecting 
the campus to make sure storm sew-
ers were clear and clean, inspecting 
roofs and tying down objects that 
could fly away in heavy wind. Price 
said these preparations were com-
pleted by Friday morning. 

Price said FE&Pboarded up some 
windows on campus, including those 
at Fondren Library, McNair Hall, 
the Grand Hall and some colleges. 
Students at the colleges also prepared 
for the impending hu r r i cane by 
boarding up windows, sandbagging 
areas that could Hood and securing 
patio furniture. 

Prior to the hurr icane , FE&P 
d e t e r m i n e d tha t the t e m p o r a r y 
bui ldings on campus — the Rice 
Media Center and the Continuing 
S tud ie s Bui ld ing — are unsa fe 
d u r i n g a h u r r i c a n e , Pr ice said. 
However, all o ther campus build-
ings are safe to inhabit, a l though 
a reas far from windows were safest, 
Price said. 

Ditman said H&I) began prepar-
ing for a natural disaster several 
years ago. T h e se rver ies were built 
with back-up sys tems that would 
have allowed food service in the 
event of a major disaster on cam-
pus, he said. 

Additionally, H&D stocked 3,000 
Meals Ready to Eat and 800 cases of 
bottled water, Ditman said. 

Lessons Learned 
Hanszen College Mas te r Wes 

Morr is said the preparat ions for 
Hur r i cane Rita were m o r e than 
a d e q u a t e . However , p r o c e d u r e s 
could still be improved in case of a 
future hurricane, Morris, an English 
professor, said. 

"We probably need to have a bet-
ter sense of how to organize people, 
particularly people from off campus 
coming on campus—mak ing places 
available for them to stay and making 
sure we have enough food to take care 
of them for a longer period of time," 
Morris said. "We were really stressed 
by this storm a great deal." 

Comer said preparations for the 
hurricane went smoothly at Baker. 

"We had a great deal of coop-
eration and we had a g rea t deal 
of consensus about what to do so 
we were all on the s ame page," 
Comer said. 

Scheid said an estimated 2,200-
2,300 people took shelter on campus 
dur ing the hur r i cane , including 
about two-thirds of the on-campus 
undergradua te population. About 
400 graduate students, postdoctoral 
researchers and their families stayed 
in the on-campus shel tersa t McNair 

Hall, Fondren Library and the Grand 
Hall, Scheid said. An unknown num-
ber of faculty and staff also stayed 
on campus during the hurricane, 
pri marily in their offices, Scheid said. 
Some alumni — primarily recent 
graduates — living in Houston also 
stayed in the colleges. 

Leebron said the Crisis Manage-
ment Team did not realize so many 
people other than undergraduates 
would seek on-campus shelter from 
the hurricane. 

"We did not fully expect as many 
faculty as there were to take shelter 
on the campus," Leebron said. "The 
number of faculty and graduate stu-
dents with families also meant that 
we had to think much more about 
the presence of small children on 
campus." 

Ditman said H&D has doubled 
the n u m b e r of MREs it s tocks on 
campus — to 6,000 — because of 
the larger n u m b e r of people who 
took she l te r on c a m p u s for the 
hur r icane . Each MRE cos ts about 
five dollars, College Food Service 
Manager Angela Riggs said. 

Ditman said college commons 
— where many students stayed dur-
ing the storm — may be made more 
storm-proof. 

"One of the problems with not 
knowing how many people are [on 
campus] is that it really changes 
where you put people," Ditman said. 
"I think we're going to take a look 
at fortifying some of the windows 
in the commons — either getting a 
special kind of glass or buying storm 
coverings." 

Scheid said the Crisis Manage-
ment Team will maintain its policy 
of not r e c o m m e n d i n g w h e t h e r 
s tudents should evacuate campus 
or remain at Rice. However, Scheid 
said c l a s se s were cancel led on 
Thursday and Friday in par t so stu-
den ts would feel more comfor tab le 
evacuat ing if they wanted to do so. 
Scheid said Rice would never o rder 
a manda to ry evacuation unless the 
Houston mayor or a county judge 
o rde red it, because Rice bui ldings 
can safely withstand a hur r i cane . 

Dean of Undergraduates Robin 
Forman said the preparation was 
valuable in itself. 

T h e s e exper iences a re always 
learning oppor tuni t ies — you can 
see where you needed a little more 
preparat ion or a little more com-
munication," Forman said. "So in 
some sense , it was a real optimal 
exper ience in that we got to put 
ourselves th rough a very ser ious 
drill on emergency preparat ion ... 
without having to go th rough an 
actual disaster." 

Beko Binder contributed to this 
report. 

E-MAIL 
From page 1 

be shut down when all non-essential 
systems went offline. Normally, the 
system warns IT personnel as the 
server nears its capacity. 

"We need to restructure [emer-
gency] monitoring so only critical 
sys tems are monitored," Ribbeck 
said. "That would have told us the 
disks were getting full. Instead, we 
had to rely on calls coming into the 
help desk, which is usually after the 
problem has already occurred." 

Academic and Research Comput-
ing Director Rick Peterson said IT 
staff members were not aware of the 
extent of the problems until Monday 
morning, although staff members 
had worked on them remotely over 
the weekend. 

Vice Provost for Information Tech-
nology Kamran Khan said keeping 
communication channels open for 
the students who stayed on campus 
during the hurricane was a priority. 

"Four people were physically 
h e r e — they slept [in Mudd Lab] 
— because we knew the s tuden t s 
were here , and we wanted to make 
s u r e we were h e r e for them," Khan 
said. ' T h e main thing was to keep 
the communica t ions up as much 
as we could." 

Ribbeck said he and t h r ee o ther 
IT stuff m e m b e r s came to campus 
several t imes per day to monitor 
the problem, and about 20 o the r s 
worked remotely. Many IT staff 
m e m b e r s left Hous ton b e c a u s e 
they live in a reas des ignated for 
manda to ry evacuation by Houston 
Mayor Bill White and Harr isCounty 
Judge Robert Eckels, Ribbeck said. 
Peterson said IT wanted to ensu re 
staff member s ' safety by allowing 
them to evacuate if they needed 
to do so. 

Khan said increased traffic — pri-
marily e-mails about the approaching 
hurricane — strained the Owlnet 
mail server. Khan said the outage 
might still have occurred without 
the hurricane, but that the increase 
in traffic made the mail server reach 
its capacity more quickly, and that the 
staff shor tages prolonged the time it 
took to address the problems. 

BUSINESS 
From page 1 

Depth of the program 
Hartley said he and o ther eco-

nomics faculty member s think busi-
nes s should not be a major because 
s tudents should have a more aca-
demic and theoret ical foundat ion 
than what bus iness c lasses provide 
at the underg radua te level. 

"We believe undergraduate stu-
dents are better served by having 
another major that gives them a 
broader and deeper background," 
Hartley said. "You need to do the basic 
material and get an understanding of 
that before you go into more applied 
work like business studies." 

Glick also said he th inks a busi-
nes s major would distract too much 
f rom the traditional unde rg radua t e 

"If Rita hadn ' t happened , we 
probably would have still had this 
problem, but maybe would have 
d o n e a be t t e r job if we weren ' t so 
c o n s u m e d with Rita," Khan said. 

Ribbeck said the problem resulted 
from a few students ' accounts being 
wrongly configured, other students ' 
e-mail accounts exceeding their quota 
and a long queuing period for over-
quota accounts. Previously, e-mail 
messages were stored for 100 days if 
the receiving account holder's inbox 
was over its quota. Ribbeck said the 
time was reduced to about 5 days 
Monday. 

' T h e issue with queu ing mes-
sages is: How long do you want to 
delay t h e re tu rn m e s s a g e to the 
s e n d e r to let them know about 
the problem in communicat ion?" 
Ribbeck said. "An e-mail message 
be ing read 100 days late is probably 
fairly useless ." 

In addition, accounts for indi-
viduals no longer at Rice, such 
as 2005 graduates , took up about 
20 percen t of the se rve r ' s space, 
Ribbeck said. Dormant accounts 
a r e usual ly de le ted in October , 
Khan said. 

Wrongly conf igured accounts 
were reset, dormant accounts were 
removed and the queuing time was 
changed Monday morning and after-
noon, which allowed mail to flow to 
current account holders by Monday 
evening, Ribbeck said. 

Ribbeck said no messages were 
lost at any point. 

The future 
As part of an ongoing $22-million 

network project, IT will convert to the 
Cyrus mail server, which Ribbeck 
said is more stable and has more 
features . And new e-mail storage 
equipment will allow for larger e-
mail quotas, Ribbeck said. He said 
h e hopes a pilot of the new server 
will be in place by Thanksgiving and 
that the switch will be complete in the 
spring semester. 

Amber Obermeyer contributed to this 
report. 

educat ion, but that a minor in busi-
nes s is a good complement to the 
cur r icu lum. 

"Students need to know how the 
world works first," h e said. "They 
need to pick a core area, and then 
learn e n o u g h about bus iness to 
make money off of it." 

However , Har t ley said s o m e 
faculty at Rice are concerned the 
bus iness minor might distract stu-
den ts f rom taking c lasses in o ther 
depa r tmen t s . 

" T h e y ' r e v e r y c o n c e r n e d it 
might mean s tuden t s would end 
up do ing t he se business- re la ted 
c o u r s e s and not doing more basic 
m a t e r i a l or b r o a d e r ma te r i a l , " 
Har t ley said. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Sept. 19. The following were discussed. 

• SA President J a m e s Lloyd said University Standing Commit-
t e e s on Security and ROTC have openings for undergraduates. 
S tudents interested in t h e s e commit tees should e-mail a state-
ment of interest to sapres@rice.edu. 

• Lloyd announced two upcoming SA forums: a forum on social 
culture originally scheduled for Sept. 2 6 (rescheduled for 
Monday at 10 p.m.) and a forum on Information Technology in 
early October. The social culture forum will address goals for 
the Dean's Committee on Social Culture (See story, page 5). 
The IT forum will give s tuden t s a chance to suggest locations 
for wireless ports and for how the IT depar tment should spend 
the $ 1 0 million that ha s been earmarked for improvement 
projects. 

• Lloyd said a senior c lass leadership meeting would be held 
later that week. It was later cancelled due to Hurricane Rita 
and rescheduled for Wednesday at 9 : 3 0 p.m. 

The next SA meeting will be the social culture forum Monday at 
10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion. 

mailto:sapres@rice.edu


Commencement speaker 
could be named soon 

v r , 
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The Class of2006 may soon know 
who will deliver its final lecture at 
Rice. 

Adviser to the President Mar yana 
Iskander (Wiess '97) said the Com-
mencement Speaker Committee 
hopes to announce its choice for 
commencement speaker in about 
three weeks. Student Association 
President James Lloyd, one of two 
undergraduates on the committee, 
said the committee has invited its 
top candidate and is now waiting for 
an official response. 

Unlike recent years, Iskander 
said the committee will not disclose 
a list of ranked preferences for the 
commencement speaker, in order to 
conceal the committee's preferences 
for certain speakers over others. 

"We don't want our third choice 
finding out he or she was our third 
choice instead of our first," Iskander 
said. 

Lloyd, a Brown College senior, 
said he agrees with the decision not 
to announce a ranked list of possible 
speakers. 

"Why produce a list of people 
who, for some reason, don't work 
or don't respond?" Lloyd said. "It's 
better to firmly stand behind the one 
person we invite, rather than naming 
a bunch of candidates and having to 
say, This happens to be the one who 
accepted."' 

In the spring, the committee col-
lected ideas from rising seniors and 
compiled a list of possible speakers. 
President David Leebron and the 
committee then narrowed the list 
and selected the top candidate, 
Lloyd said. 

Lloyd said he is pleased with the 
committee's choice. 

"I think our final candidate is one 
who fulfills the need for a speaker 
who is both notable and offers a good 
message," Lloyd said. 

Wiess College Master Katharine 
Donato, the faculty representative 
on the committee, said the commit-
tee settled on broad criteria for the 
speaker. 

'There is a wide range of people 
who I think could fit the bill very 
nicely," Donato said. "Possible speak-
ers range from a very well-educated 
person to someone with a less formal 
education, but with an incredible life 

experience. The committee looks for 
someone who can say something in-
spiring to the graduates—someone 
who is insightful." 

Last year's commencement speak-
er was Psychology Professor Miki 
Hebl. Other recent commencement 
speakers include former presidents 
Jimmy Carter in 1993 and George H. 
W. Bush in 2000, and Attorney Gen-
eral Alberto Gonzales in 2004, who 
was then White House Counsel. 

— Anne Hierholzer 

Tupper named Dean's 
committee co-chair 

Hanszen College junior Althea 
Tupper was named the co-chair of 
the Dean's Committee on Social 
Culture Wednesday. Student As-
sociation President James Lloyd 
said he, committee co-chair Dale 
Sawyer, an earth science profes-
sor, and Wellness Center Director 
Emily Dexter-Page, who was a 
member of the ad hoc predecessor 
committee which met during the 
summer, interviewed three finalists 
last week before selecting Tupper. 
Dean of Undergraduates Robin For-
man approved the choice, Lloyd, a 
Brown College senior, said. 

"The choice wasn't easy," Lloyd 
said. "We had a lot of people who had 
a lot of experience to choose from. 
What was unique about [Althea] 
was that she had a broad range of 
experience in student life." 

Tupper was an Orientation Week 
coordinator at Hanszen this year after 
serving as a social last year. She is 
the Arts and Entertainment co-chair 
for Rice Program Council and has 
also participated in the Impact Rice 
Retreat and worked at the Women's 
Resource Center. 

Tupper said her experience as an 
O-Week coordinator led her to apply 
for the position. 

"A lot of the key issues on 
campus were brought up during 
our O-Week discussions," Tupper 
said. "I became more interested in 
social culture at Rice and in what 
drives different people to do differ-
ent things." 

Tupper said the committee's initial 
task will be to compile information 
and opinions. 

"Our main priority is to look at 
social culture on the Rice campus and 

N E W S I N B R I E F 
see what's going on," Tupper said. 
"We're not making any suggestions 
or executive decisions — we're just 
evaluating." 

Applications to be a student 
representative on the committee, 
which will also include faculty and 
staff members, are due Oct. 7, Lloyd 
said. 

Lloyd said having a standing com-
mittee creates continuity. 

"I hope to see ongoing dialogue, 
where in the past such dialogue 
had only occurred on a case-by-
case basis without an overarch-
ing concept or goal," Lloyd said. 
"Now, this [standing committee] 
provides us with a venue for ongo-
ing dialogue." 

The SA will host a forum on 
social culture Monday at 10 p.m. in 
Farnsworth Pavilion in conjunction 
with its usual meeting. Sawyer and 
Tupper will lead the forum, Lloyd 
said. At the forum, Tupper said she 
hopes to learn which issues other 
students consider important. 

"Forums are helpful because they 
allow students to voice their opinions 
in a constructive way," Tupper said. 

— Amber Obernteyer 

Cheaper off-campus 
meal plan added 

A meal plan for breakfast and 
lunch only is now available to off-
campus students. The plan, called 
OC 6, allows students to eat any five 
breakfast or lunch meals per week 
in the residential colleges for $500 
per semester — about the cost of 
buying five lunches every week, 
Housing and Dining Director Mark 
Ditman said. 

'I"he lower-priced meal plan is 
designed to encourage off-campus 
students to eat at and stay involved 
with their residential colleges, Dit-
man said. Students gave feedback 
to H&D that they preferred to eat 
lunch on campus instead of dinner, 
Ditman said. 

H&D staff and college food service 
managers made the decision to add 
the new meal plan halfway through 
the Spring 2005 semester, H&D 
Business and Facilities Coordinator 
and former Meal Plan Administrator 
Leticia Arriola said. 

Ditman said H&D originally pro-
posed only offering tetra points to 

off-campus students. However, when 
Ditman visited colleges to discuss 
the meal plan, students suggested 
parents might be more willing to pay 
for a meal plan than for tetra points, 
since the lattercan be used outside 
college serveries, such as in soda 
machines and at the Coffeehouse, 
Ditman said. 

Varsity athletes who receive five 
meals per week as part of a scholar-
ship also use off-campus meal plans, 
Ditman said. 

The old off-campus meal plan, 
called OC 5, was started about 
five years ago and is still available. 
With OC 5, students can eat any 
five meals, including dinners, per 
week at a cost of $675 per semester 
— about the cost of buying five din-
ners per week — Ditman said. 

As of Sept. 19, 26 students had 
purchased OC 6, and 109 students 
had purchased OC 5. About 700 
students live off campus each year, 
Ditman said. The participation in off-
campus meal plans is about the same 
as in past years, Arriola said. 

Emilia Perfetti, an off-campus 
Wiess College freshman, said she 
still plans to use tetra points to eat 
on campus. 

"I looked at [the meal plans], 
but it's better to pay as I go for the 
convenience," Perfetti said. "I can use 
[tetra points] as I want, and I'm not 
tied to a specific number of meals. 
I can just pay for what I'm actually 
here for." 

With all meal plans, students can 
go through the line as many times 
as they want, Ditman said. Meals 
purchased with tetra points allow 
only one pass through the servery, 
he said. 

Henry Jin, an off-campus Sid 
Richardson College sophomore, said 
he plans to use tetra points or bring 
his own food. 

"[Buying a meal plan] is point-
less," Jin said. "It doesn't really save 
you money over tetra points." 

— Monica Huang 

Network outage lasts 
longer than scheduled 

A scheduled network outage 
Sept. 16-17 lasted about six hours 
longer than expected. The outage 
began at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 16 
and was scheduled to end about 10 

a.m. Saturday, Sept. 17. However, 
systems dependent on the Mudd 
Data Center were not fully restored 
until about 4 p.m. Saturday, Director 
ofNetworking,Telecommunications 
and Operations William Deigaard 
(Wiess '93) said. 

During the outage, electricians 
and Mudd Data Center staff replaced 
an outdated Uninterruptible Power 
Supply unit that had been destroyed 
by a lightning strike Aug. 18, installed 
three new Power Distribution Units 
and rewired a fourth PDU. 

The installation of the PDUs took 
longer than expected, Deigaard 
said. 

"Initially we thought that the 
electricians would be finished 
rewiring by 6 a.m., and they didn't 
finish until about noon or 1 p.m.," 
Deigaard said. 

UPS units provide continuous 
power to the computers and network 
servers in the Mudd Data Center, 
Deigaard said. The PDUs monitor 
data flow and carry power from the 
UPS units to the 1,000 computers 
in the Mudd Data Center, Deigaard 
said. 

During the outage, generators 
provided power for the telephone 
service on campus and kept the Rice 
Web site online, Deigaard said. 

The outage was the second of two 
planned outages to replace the UPS 
units. Deigaard said no more out-
ages are planned and that network 
services should not be interrupted 
in the future. 

Sid Richardson College freshman 
Michael Cuccia said he planned for 
the scheduled outage but expected 
to be able to begin work earlier 
Saturday. 

"I knew that [theoutage] was com-
ing, so I just went ahead and made 
plans and went out and did something 
else [Friday] night," Cuccia said. 
"The outage didn't bother me until 
[IT] kept pushing back the time [the 
network would be restored]." 

However, Brown College fresh 
man Brad Morris said the outage did 
not negatively impact him. 

"[The outage] didn't seem to af-
fect anything because it was down 
for a short period of time," Morris 
said. "Friday night was a good time 
because there wasn't really much 
homework that I had to do, and I 
could wait until later in the weekend 
for Internet-related work." 

— Beko Binder 

www.ricethresher.org 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Sept. 14-28. 

Residential Colleges 
Will Rice College Sept. 15 Two students arrested for possession 

of a c o n t r o l l e d s u b s t a n c e 
and remanded to Harris County Jail. 
(See story, page 9.) 

Brown College 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Lovett College 

Will Rice College 

Sid Rich College 

Baker College 

Will Rice College 

Lovett College 

Academic Buildings 
McNair Hall 

Dell Butcher Hall 

Abercrombie 
Engineering Lab 

Duncan Hall 

Duncan Hall 

Parking Lots 

West Lot 

Abercrombie Lot 

South Stadium Lot 

Other Areas 
Rice Stadium 

College Way 

College Way 

Central Campus 
Garage 

Sept. 16 Bicycle stolen, 

Sept. 17 Rice student served himself alcohol at 
a party. Student escorted from party and 
referred to Student Judicial Programs. 

Sept. 17 Two non-Rice subjects arrested for 
public intoxication and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 

Sept. 20 iPod stolen. 

Sept. 23 Students escorted from roof and 
area secured. 

Sept. 27 Disabilities golf cart stolen. 

Sept. 27 Bicycle stolen. 

Sept. 28 Facilities, Engineering and Planning 
golf cart missing. 

Sept. 15 Offensive phone messages reported. 

Sept. 17 Motorcycle operator speeding on 
grass. Rider involved in accident and 
transported to Memorial Hermann 
Hospital Emergency Room. 

Sept. 17 Laptop and power supply stolen. 

Sept. 28 Laptop and seven wireless cards 
stolen. 

Sept. 2S Laptop, case and wireless card 
stolen. 

Sept. 14 Purse stolen from vehicle trunk. 

Sept. 16 Vehicle struck by crane. 

Sept. 26 Non-Rice subject walking with two 
backpacks issued criminal trespass 
warning. 

Sept. 18 Three intoxicated subjects caused 
problems at Entrance 1. Two subjects 
arrested for public intoxication and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Sept. 21 Vehicle driving wrong way on one-way 
road. Driver arrested for DWI and 
remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Sept. 22 Officerobservedthreestudentswalking 
with a stop sign. Students referred to 
Student Judicial Programs. 

Sept. 28 Golf carts damaged. 
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Feeling t i red?? Need a break?? 

VISIT RICE'S WELLNESS CENTER 
or call 713 348 5194 

to make an appointment 

fls your tests get closer, 

Maximize your Brain Power with 
a FREE nutritional consultation 

Ease ijour aching muscles with 
•age starting from $45 

se your aching 
Swedish Mass; 

Headache, stiff shoulders, stress? 
Try Acupuncture ... 

Need help to quit smoking ... 
Sign up for the Pack it In program 

Don't suffer. . . -

Call 713-348-5194 

to make your 

appointment now!. -

Marcus to leave ANTH department 
by Alex Stoll 
FOR THE THRESHER 

F o r m e r Anthropology depar t -
ment chai r G e o r g e M a r c u s ha s 
decided to leave Rice to become a 
Chancellor's professor in the School 
of Social Sciences at the University 
of California-Irvine. 

Marcus spent last year on sab-
batical leave from Rice as a visiting 
fellow at Stanford University's Center 
for Advanced Study in the Behavioral 
Sciences. 

Anthropology p r o f e s s o r Jul ie 
Tay lor said M a r c u s ' d e p a r t u r e 
will be an important c h a n g e for 
Rice's anthropology d e p a r t m e n t , 
which has thrived s ince h e became 
chair of the depa r tmen t in the late 
1970s. Taylor said M a r c u s shif ted 
the field's focus toward large-scale 
societies dur ing his 25-year t enu re 
as chair. 

Anthropology professor J ames 
Faubion, the current chair of the 
anthropology department, said Mar-
cus attracted attention as a celebrity 
anthropologist. 

"He's one of the best known living 
anthropologists today and is probably 
the best known American anthropolo-
gist in Europe," Faubion said. 

However, Taylor said Marcus 
remained accessible. 

"I t ' s s o m e t h i n g v e r y spec ia l 
that he was so generous with his 
time," Taylor said. "He was eminent 
worldwide, and so he might have 
thought he'd just shut his door and 
stay in there and be eminent, but 
he didn't." 

Faubion said hedoes not think the* 
department 's focus will change sig-
nificantly with Marcus' departure. 

"It's not a rupture," he said. "It's 
something of a change, because I 
think, inescapably, the depar tment 
was d o m i n a t e d by Dr. M a r c u s ' 
interests." 

Marcus said he will have an ongo-
ing relationship with the depar tment 

for several years, especially with the 
graduate program. 

Faubion said Marcus was integral 
in establishing the department . 

"[Marcus] is one of 
the best known living 
anthropologists today 
and is probably the 
best known American 
anthropologist in 
Europe." 

— James Faubion 
Anthropology department chair 

"The end product was in fact a 
remarkably coherent department , 
and it has remained so," Faubion said. 
"For its size, it is far more prominent 
than one would have predicted. 
Among the well-known programs, it 
is by far the smallest." 

In 1986 M a r c u s co-au thored 
Anthropology as Cultural Critique, 
which became a standard textbook of 
vanguard anthropology and brought 
worldwide recognition to Rice's an-
thropology department. 

In the short term, Faubion said 
he expects the department will have 
to work harder to attract graduate 
students to the anthropology depart-
ment. 

"It just simply means that we will 
have to make more of an effort than 
we have had to make in the past to ad-
vertise the department and more ag-
gressively recruit in undergraduate 
depar tments that we think will send 
us congenial students," he said. 

Anthropo logy ma jo r Amanda 
Anglin said Marcus lent legitimacy 
to the department . 

"He brought a lot of research 

grants and a lot of extra attention 
to our depar tment which gave us 
more clout," Anglin, a Lovett College 
senior, said. "We have one of the 
leading departments in anthropology 
because he is so very well known on 
a worldwide scale." 

Anglin said she thinks the un-
dergraduate program will be mostly 
unaffected. 

"Although it's sad to see him go 
because he is so influential in the 
community, I think that Dr. Faubion 
is still going to keep us on the same 
track that we're currently on,"Anglin 
said. "Dr. Faubion is also really well 
respected in our field, so I don't think 
it'll affect us as much as graduate 
students." 

Marcus also said that he might 
not be done at Rice. 

"While I have moved to Irvine 
to stay, there is an outside chance I 
might return," he said. 

Since Marcus has not officially 
resigned, Faubion said he cannot 
begin a search to replace him. Fau-
bion said he expects Marcus will 
officially resign by the middle of the 
spring semester . 

Marcus always taught a fall semi-
nar for incoming graduate students, 
and his spring course was usually 
aimed at undergraduates, Faubion 
said. 

"He first taught a course called 
The History and Ethnography of 
'blank', and the blank was filled in 
with a particular people who had been 
the object of sustained ethnographic 
study," Faubion said. 

More recently, Marcus taught 
a course entitled Anthropology in 
the Contemporary World, directed 
at seniors. 

Faubion says that he plans to 
transform Anthropology in the Con-
temporary World into a capstone 
course requiring a major paper. He 
said the depar tment will probably 
make the course a requirement for 
senior anthropology majors. 

beer + bikes + balloons 

The search is on lor campus-wide beer hike 
coordinators. If y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d in t a k i n g c h a r g e 

o f R i c e ' s b i g g e s t c a m p u s - w i d e a c t i v i t y , s t o p b y t h e 

Student Activities Office u> p i c k u p a n a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Applications are available today. Teams are encouraged to 

apply together. The deadline for submitting an application is 

Wednesday, October 5 by 5 pm. 

Additional information can be obtained by contact ing Heather Masden . 

Director of Student Activities, at x-4097 or hmasden@rice .edu 

Interviews will be scheduled upon receipt ot appl icat ion. 

mailto:hmasden@rice.edu
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Students reflect on 
Rita experiences 

by Beko Binder 
THRESHER STAFF 

Hurricane Rita came and went 
anti-climactically in Hous ton , 
but not be fo re s end ing some 
students rushing out of town and 
others into a frenzy of on-campus 
preparation. 

About two-thirds of Rice stu-
dents ultimately chose to remain 
on campus for the hurr icane , 
Assistant to the President Mark 
Scheid said. T h e Crisis Man-
agement Team did not issue a 
blanket recommendation about 
whether or not students should 
leave Houston. 

'Everyone was trying 

very hard to make the 

colleges as safe as 

possible.' 
— Wes Morris 

Hanszen College master 

Baker College senior Elyse 
Freeman, who drove to College 
Stat ion, said s h e d e c i d e d to 
evacuate based on a combination 
of reasons. 

"I worried about my car flood-
ing, my good friend from Baker 
really wanted to evacuate but 
didn't have a car, and my parents 
really wanted me to come home," 
Freeman said. 

Scheid said initially about 50 
percent of students remained at 
Rice. But that number rose as 
students returned to campus after 
spending f rus t ra t ing hour s on 
gridlocked highways, he said. 

Iuwett College freshman Omar 
Metwalli said it took him 11.5 
hours to drive the 95 miles to 
College Station. Metwalli said he 
encountered problems other than 
the traffic. 

"We got r e a r - e n d e d by a 
[driver] who didn't have insur-
ance or a license," Metwalli said. 
"( The evacuation) was honestly 
the most hectic thing that I've 
ever had to go through." 

Ix>vett f reshman Anna Mathai 
said her parents insisted she re-
turn to her Leesville, La. home. 
However, Mathai said the dam-
age to her hometown — which 
is close to the Louisiana-Texas 
border — was much worse than 
the damage to Houston. 

"1 think I was probably the 

only person who got hit worse by 
the hurricane [after evacuating]," 
Mathai said. "I had no power this 
weekend. There were huge up-
rooted t rees . . . . There's no water 
anymore, and [the city govern-
ment] doesn't know how long it will 
take to restore [the utilities]." 

Freeman said she does not re-
gret her decision to leave campus, 
even though she drove to College 
Station without air conditioning 
to save gas. 

"It was fun," Freeman said. 
"I've never made an 18-hour trip 
before. At 6 a.m., when we were 
on the road fearing a Category 5 
[hurricane] coming to Houston, 
we were glad we left. It turned out 
I would have been just fine stay-
ing [on campus] and would have 
preferred to stay, but it wasn't a 
bad decision." 

Many students who remained 
at Rice spent Wednesday evening 
and Thursday preparing for the 
hurricane. 

Sid Richardson College fresh-
man Michelle Horng said she 
helped with Sid's preparations. 

"[The staff] boarded up win-
dows in the commons," Horng 
said. "They told us to bring all 
the picnic tables and volleyball 
nets inside." 

Brown College freshman Matt 
Youn said he prepared for the 
impending hurricane by stocking 
up on water. Youn said he was 
impressed with the s tudents who 
stayed at Rice. 

"Overall, it was a good experi-
ence to see how well people work 
together in preparation [for a 
natural disaster]," Youn said. 

Hanszen College Master Wes 
Morris said most students had 
good a t t i tudes about he lp ing 
prepare for the storm. 

"[Students were] very help-
ful, very cooperative and very 
upbeat," Morris, an English pro-
fessor said. "Everyone was trying 
very hard to make the colleges as 
safe as possible." 

Horng said many of the on-
campus preparations were not 
tested because the storm was not 
as intense as had been expected. 

"They tried to lock us in [the 
commons] from 12 a.m. on, but 
the hurricane wasn't strong, so 
they let us go back to our rooms," 
Horng said. "I kind of wish then-
had actually been a storm because 
we made so many preparations." 

Risa Gordon contributed to this 
report. 

Dalai Lama unlikely to visit Rice soon 
by Nathan Black 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

President David Leebron does not 
expect the Dalai Lama to reschedule 
his visit to Rice anytime in the near 
future, after the cancellation of his 
Sept. 22 speeches due to concerns 
about Hurricane Rita. 

"The Dalai Lama expressed a 
willingness to come back, but we 
don't have any definite information 
on the timing," Leebron said. 

The Dalai Lama was scheduled to 
speak at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at Autry 
Court as part of the inaugural confer-
ence of the Boniuk Center for the 
Study and Advancement of Religious 
Tolerance. Carol Quillen, the director 
of the Boniuk Center, met with the 
Dalai Lama Sept. 21, while he was 
in Houston for a fundraiser for the 
Tibet Fund. 

"Rescheduling will be a long and 
involved process, but we hope to do 
that," Quillen, a history professor, 
said. "I spoke to His Holiness and 
conveyed that desire to him. He said 
he was very sorry about the hur-
ricane and that he hoped we would 
all be safe." 

Quillen said they did not discuss 
specific dates for his return. 

"It wasn't a time to start negoti-
ating when he could come back," 
she said. 

Community and Government Re-
lations Director Greg Marshall said 
the Dalai Lama's visit might not occur 
until his next multi-city U.S. tour. 

The cancellation of the afternoon 
speech was announced first, on the 
morningofSept 21. Leebron said Rice 
was not involved in that decision. 

'His Holiness... said he 

was very sorry about the 

hurricane and that he 

hoped we would all be 

safe.' 
— Carol Quillen 

Boniuk Center director 
History professor 

"We received the decision," I le-
ebron said. "There were concerns 
by the State Department and others 
about getting the Dalai Lama out of 
Houston." 

I^ te r that day, after new weather 
f o r e c a s t s b e c a m e avai lable and 
Mayor Bill White and County Judge 
Robert Eckels announced mandatory 
evacuations for parts of Houston, 
I>eebron advised the Dalai llama's 
delegation to cancel the morning 
speech as well. 

"The policy of the city became 
clearer, and also the level of preparation 
that we would need became clearer," 
Ijeebron said. "Hosting a major event 
that would have attracted thousands 
of people to campus was completely 
inconsistent with the policies [White 

and Eckels] had put in place." 
Leebron also said the speeches 

would have diverted personnel, such 
as the Rice Police, from preparing the 
campus for the hurricane. 

"We felt we might have been en-
danger ing people at Rice by making 
it very hard on Thursday morning 
to engage in any preparation what-
soever," Leebron said. 

Quillen agreed that canceling the 
speeches was the right decision. 

"The city clearly was trying to 
send a message that people should be 
focused solely on the hurricane," she 
said. "It would not have been helpful 
for u s to have such a high-priority 
event on that day" 

Despite the cancellations, Quillen 
said she was pleased with the rest 
of the Boniuk Center 's conference, 
entitled 'Tolerance and Its Limits," 
which included l ec tu res by and 
discussions between scholars and 
religious leaders. 

"We're all deeply disappointed that 
we didn't get to hear His Holiness 
speak, but that was a categorically 
different kind of event from the rest of 
the conference," Quillen said. "I don't 
think the cancellations interfered 
with the academic work of the confer-
ence or the relationships developed 
over the three days." 

Many local participants left the 
c o n f e r e n c e on the a f t e rnoon of 
Sept. 21, a day earlier than they had 
planned, but other than the Dalai 
Lama's speeches , no events were 
canceled, Quillen said. 

Hanszen forms RA search committee 
by Kirti Datla 

THKKSHKR KDITORIAI ST AFT 

Hanszen College ha s assembled 
a resident associate search commit-
tee to fill one of two RA openings 
at the col lege th is year . Nancy 
Elliott, the RA living in the new 
section of Hanszen, announced she 
will leave he r position as soon as 
a replacement is found. RAs Paul 
Sutera and Jen Kaufman, who live 
in the old section of Hanszen, will 
leave the college at the end of the 
academic year. 

Hanszen formed an eight-member 
search committee — composed of 
two seniors, three juniors, two sopho-
mores and one freshman — Sept. 19. 
The committee held its first meeting 
Wednesday, Search Committee Chair 
Tom Gray, a senior, said. 

Although Sid Richardson Col-
lege is also holding an RA search. 
Gray said he does not anticipate any 
problems finding an RA. 

"While it is likely we may have 
some overlap in our applicant pool, 
past exper ience with the master 
s ea r ch commi t t ee tells me that 
because each of the colleges has its 

own personality, it is very likely that 
Sid's favorite applicant will not be the 
same as ours," Gray said. 

Gray said the committee will look 
for a new RA with similar qualities 
to those that have made Hanszen's 
current RAs successful, as well as for 
people who will work well with other 
members of the college, including 
the masters, college coordinator and 
other RAs. 

' T h e current RAs are amazing," 
Gray said. "The biggest thing they 
have taught me is that an RA needs to 
be enthusiastic but also approachable 
in case of any problem." 

Gray said college members can 
submit suggestions for RAs. Once 
the candidates have been narrowed 
down, Gray said he would like the 
finalists to come to Hanszen events 
to interact with students. Gray said 
the committee will solicit feedback 
from non-committee m e m b e r s at 
Hanszen. 

Elliott, the Facilities, Engineer-
ing and Planning bus iness se rv ices 
coordinator, began her term as Han-
szen RA in the 2002-'03 academic 
year. Elliott said she decided to 
resign because she n e e d s to focus 

on o t h e r aspec ts of he r life. 
"I think il had been coming for 

some time, but it just sort of gelled 
recently," Elliott said. 

Hanszen junior Mary Niemann 
said she would like the committee to 
find a similarly approachable RA. 

"I want the search committee to 
look for somebody who can reach 
a broad range of the community," 
Niemann said. "1 hope that whoever 
replaces her will have that same 
sense of general community that 
she did." 

Hanszen sophomore Sarah Bran-
denburg said Elliott was skilled at 
conflict mediation. 

"[Elliott [ was really good at listen-
ing to you and helping you see the 
other side," Brandenburg said. "1 
had a lot of roommate trouble, and 
every t ime we would go talk to her, 
Nile was really emotionally availablt 
for us." 

Elliott announced her decision 
to resign Sept. 14 in an e-mail sent 
to the Hanszen listserv. Sutera and 
Kaufman, who are expecting their 
first child in March, announced their 
decision to leave in an e-mail sent to 
the Hanszen listserv Aug. 20. 

Yo-vo wiH cUwayy r&wi&mber your fCrzt times 

It's time for your first time .. in Israel. 

Want to see the sun rise over Masada? 
Watch the sun set on the Mediterranean? 
Drop a note in the Western Wall? 
Connect with others from your campus7 

If you're Jewish, age 18-26, and have never 
been on a peer-group trip to Israel. Hillel has 
a great way for you to go - FOR FREE! 

Do it right the first time! 

For a great time in Israel call Hilary at Houston 
Hillel, 713-526-4918 or temkin@houstonhillel.org 

Registration begins September 8 
www. israel. hillel. org 

mailto:temkin@houstonhillel.org
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Harvard minister Gomes: Tolerance not enough 
by Nathan Black 

THRESHEK EDITORIAL STAFF 

In an increasingly religious and 
interconnected world, people must 
understand others' religions, not 
just tolerate them, Harvard Divinity 
School Professor Peter Gomes said 
at the opening lecture of the Boniuk 
Center's first conference, 'Tolerance 
and its Limits." 

"[Tolerance] implies objectivity 
and indifference," Gomes, the min-
ister at Harvard's Memorial Church, 
said. "It is the perception of tokenism 
that will incite the worst passions of 
the religiously convicted. ... At the 
risk of being tolerated, I will usually 
say something outrageous, to prove 
that I am more than something to be 
tolerated — I am to be taken seri-
ously. You have to seek to understand 
me, and ultimately you must reckon 
with me." 

Gomes drew laughter and ap-
plause several times during his 
speech, titled "Christianity and re-
ligious tolerance," and delivered to 
about 350 people in the Grand Hall 
Sept. 19. He began by discussing the 
rise and fall of secularism. 

"[In the 1960s,] the general 
assumption widely in place [at 
Harvard Divinity School] ... was 
that we were entering upon a new 
age of profound secularity," he said. 
"Religion would increasingly cease 
to be at the center of our public 
discourse." 

Gomes said the speaker at his 
1968 Harvard Divinity School com-
mencement told graduates to pre-
pare to seek alternate lines of work. 
But religion resurged in the late 20th 
century, Gomes said. 

"We are faced with — and in some 
respects stuck with — a world in 
which religion is an even more potent 
force now than it might have been 100 
years ago or 350 years ago," Gomes 
said. "We probably have more public 

practicing of religion in the United 
States in the year 2005 than we have 
had at any point over the course of 
the last 150 years." 

The resurgence of religion is trou-
bling because it can cause conflict, 
Gomes said. 

"Religion ... was never really de-
signed to be the controlling societal 
factor," he said. "[When it is], you 
then have all sorts of philosophical, 
sociological and theological prob-
lems." 

Gomes said he has seen signs 
of progress at Harvard, where the 
increased religious diversity among 
the student body has led to greater 
religious awareness on campus. 

"The exposure to the religious 
practices of others seems to awaken 
memories of one's own practice," 
he said. "Christians have benefited 
from the religious experiences of 
the other." 

Although he said his Harvard 
experiences do not apply to most 
of the world, which does not have a 
stringent admissions policy, Gomes 
said people can improve understand-
ing between religions by focusing 
on three principles: modesty, clarity 
and charity. 

"Modesty in religious affairs 
— a healthy respect of the degree 
to which our claims are imperfect 
and incomplete — is a very rare 
commodity," he said. "If we spent 
more time on the modesty of our 
claims and aspirations, rather than 
on the security and certainty of our 
knowledge, we would go a long 
way toward opening up the doors to 
conversation." 

Secondly, people must attempt 
to understand other points of view, 
Gomes said. 

"Do not respond to rumor," he 
said. 'Try to clarify and simplify our 
understanding of self and others." 

And when debating religious is-
sues like abortion and homosexual-

Two students arrested for 
possession of marijuana 

by Kirti Datla and 
Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Two Will Rice College seniors 
were arrested for marijuana pos-
session Sept. 15 and sent to Harris 
County Jail. The students, who both 
declined to comment, posted bail 
and were released the same day. 

At about noon Sept. 15, Rice 
University Police Department re-
ceived a complaint about the smell 
of marijuana and the possibility of 
an altercation on the second floor 
of the old wing at Will Rice. Offi-
cer Yolanda Jackson, Officer Ruth 
Maxwell and Sergeant Alex Adames 
responded to the call, RUPD Lieu-
tenant Phil Hassell said. 

"The officers arrived and nar-
rowed it down to one room," Hassell 
said. "They knocked on the door, 
but no one answered. They heard 
loud music and scuffling going on 
inside." 

Hassell said the officers entered 
the room to ensure the students ' 
safety. 

"After they knocked and yelled 
'Police' twice, they called the dis-
patcher and had the dispatcher 
call the room, but the students still 
didn't answer," Hassell said. "Then 
the officers called their supervisor 
and requested permission to make 
entry for a welfare check because 
[the complaint | was that there was a 
possible disturbance or altercation, 
and they could hear movement." 

Upon receiving permission and 
entering the room, Hassell said the 
officers found the two students and 
some marijuana in plain sight. The 
officers found more marijuana after 
a brief search, Hassell said. 

"[The officers] didn't do a huge 
search," Hassell said. "They knew the 
places where it could be, and there was 
plenty of evidence that it was there." * 
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Harvard Divinity School Professor Peter Gomes speaks at the opening lecture of the Boniuk Center's first conference. 

ity, people should be compassionate, 
Gomes said. 

"Much of our religious energy is 
driven by fear and hatred," he said. 
"Fear and hatred are the opposites 
of love and charity." 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Roger Sharpe said he liked Gomes' 
message, particularly his emphasis 
on modesty. He also said more stu-
dents should have attended. 

Prathit Kulkarni (Sid '05) said 
he was somewhat disappointed with 
the speech. 

"Overall it was a pretty good 
speech, but I think it was a bit too 
general and idealistic," he said. 

Kulkarni said he disagrees with 

Gomes' suggestion that tolerance 
alone is insufficient. 

"I'm all for learning about other 
worldviews," he said. "I try to make 
that a point in my life. But I don't 
think that everybody should be 
required to." 

During the question and answer 
session following the speech, an au-
dience member asked how to keep 
religion from becoming too domi-
nant. Gomes said religions should 
seek to be neither detached from nor 
completely engaged in society. 

An audience member from Texas 
A&M University said intolerance 
can occasionally be beneficial. He 
mentioned how a group of Union 

soldiers drew inspiration from an 
intolerant form of Christianity during 
the Civil War. 

"Your illustrations are over 100 
years old," Gomes said. 

Gomes also said the questioner's 
examples focused only on conflict 
between Christians. Today, there 
are significant tensions between 
multiple religions, so tolerance is 
more necessary now, he said. 

The same audience member also 
criticized Gomes for being too ab-
stract, and Gomes provoked laughter 
with his response. 

"Of course my talk was abstract," 
he said. "What do you expect from a 
Harvard professor?" 

The officers also found small, 
empty plastic bags in the room, 
Hassell said. 

"The students were referred to 
[the Houston Police Department] 
because of the amount of marijuana 
they had and the number of baggies 
that were there," Hassell said. "It 
was quite a bit of marijuana for 
personal use, and having several 
baggies made it appear that there 
was the possibility that dealing was 
going on." 

Hassell said RUPD confiscated 
slightly less than four ounces of 
marijuana from the room. Both 
students were charged with posses-
sion of zero to two ounces of mari-
juana. a Class B Misdemeanor. 

Assis tant Dis t r ic t At torney 
Spence Graham said the punish-
ments for Class B Misdemeanors 
vary depending on defendants ' 
criminal records and whether or not 
they are eligible for probation. 

"For a Class B Misdemeanor, 
you can get up to a $2,000 fine and 
up to 180 days in Harris County 
Jail," Graham said. 

Both students were scheduled 
to be arraigned Sept. 22, but those 
appearances were reschedu led 
as a result of Hurricane Rita last 
week. 

The students' arraignments are 
now set for Thursday and Friday. 
At the arraignment, the charges 
against the students will be for-
mally read. 

RUPD Chief Bill Taylor said the 
students were in RUPD custody 
for about two hours before being 
taken to Harris County Jail and 
having charges filed against them. 
While at the Rice police station, the 
students called their masters and 
their parents. Hassell said. 

Will Rice College Masters Joel 
and Traci Wolfe declined to com-
ment. 
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RICE D O D G E S 
HURRICANE RITA 
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Top left: Graduate students take shelter in Shell Auditorium at McNair Hall Friday. Top right: A sign at Baker College an-
nounces changes of plans for "Baker Comes First Week." Bottom right: Facilities, Engineering and Planning workers board 
up Jones College Thursday in preparation for the hurricane. Bottom left: Jones students ready for the hurricane in a hallway 
Friday night. Middle left: A family prepares to take shelter from the hurricane in the Grand Hall Friday. 

NATHAN BUCK.' THRESHER 

I 
DAVID BROWtHERESHER 

DAVID BROWN THWSHER 



THE RICE THRESHER PHOTO FEATURE FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30,2005 11 

ADAM GINSBURG/THRESHER 

NATHAN BLACK/THRESHER 

4 
T> &>•' 

'•••Si 

\ 
f I _ '< 

ADAM GINSBURG THRESHER 

M | „ 

i l l ? 

I 

ri 

i 
1 ?**>>• 

NATHAN BLACK/THRESHER 

V ' 

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Top left: Willy's Statue prepares for Hurricane 
Rita. Top right: Despite fears that they would 
collapse into the Lovett College commons, 
the cranes across Main Street from campus 
stayed up and straight during the hurricane. 
Middle right: President David Leebron eats at 
the Sid Richardson College commons Thursday. 
Lower right: Water bottles and other rations r»re 
stored in the Wiess College commons. Bottom: 
A downed tree limb rests near Wiess House 
Saturday. Middle left: Will Rice College Master 
Joel Wolfe telis students the plans for the storm 
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I 

THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

OCTOBER 6,2005. 

EDITORS' 
p i c k s 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

I'M JUST 
A SWEET 

TRANSSEXUAL 

Something about Tim 

Curry in drag that just 

makes me giddy. If you 

feel the sami, see The 

Rocky Horror Picture 

Show, the ultimate cult 

classic. The Beautiful 

Creatures will perform live. 

Tonight and tomorrow 

at midnight. 

The River Oaks. 

2009 West Gray. 

Please call 

(713) 866-8881 

for more information. 

m o n d a y 

HOWL 

If you thought the only 

exciting parts in 9 Songs 

were when Black Rebel 

Motorcycle Club was on 

stage, don't miss 

them live. 

Monday. Doors open at 

7 p.m. 

The Meridian. 

1503 Chartres. 

Please call 

(713) 225-1717 for more 

information. 

o n g o i n g 

THE SURREAL 
CALDER 

The Menil Collection 

explores the influence of 

surrealism on 

Alexander Calder in 

The Surreal Calder. 

Through January 15. 

The Menil Collection. 

1515 Sul Ross. 

Please call 

(713) 525-9400 for more 

information. 

FLY ui n 

Disjointed exhibit creates bizarre, umbrella-clad world 
Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Diane Landry's new exhibitions 
at the Rice Art Gallery, Flying School 
and Mandala Naya, test the limits 
of the bizarre-art genre. Landry's 
eccentric penchant for manipulat-
ing homemade gadgetry and found 
objects shows promise, but her 
pieces lack unity and leave audiences 
disoriented and dissatisfied. 

/ -
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'diane landry' 

Rice Gallery 
Rating: • • • 

(out of five) 

Landry, a Montreal native study-
ing for her Master of Fine Arts at 
Stanford University, has found her 
niche const ruct ing mobile-like, 
mechanical collages from recycled 
objects. She incorporates constantly 
shifting white light into each of her 
creations as a trademark final touch 
and exposes the mechanics behind 
each moving part with unabashed 
flippancy. 

In Flying School, umbrel las 
of numerous sizes and colors sit 
haphazardly on homely, complex 
electrical systems. Each mecha-
nism — attached by dowel rods and 
measuring sticks to an umbrella 
stem — opens, closes and lights 
up an umbrella as it plays haunt-
ingly captivating, accordion-like 
harmonies on attached systems 
of bellows. The tones are not 
melodic, but it is strangely difficult 
to stop listening to them. Their 
sounds fill the gallery with just 
enough background noise that 
viewers are forced to focus on the 
art at hand. 

The machinery behind Flying 
School is not immediately appar-
ent because the clashing colors 

HEAVEN t i . v WAIT 

COURTESY RICE GALLERY 

Flying School, now on display at the Rice Gallery, is an installation piece made of umbrellas. 

and patterns of umbrella fabric 
grab viewers ' f i rs t looks. But 
once the work's in f ras t ruc ture 
comes to the audience's attention, 
this humble collection of sticks, 
rubber and wire becomes more 
fascinating than the color or light 
it produces. 

Each umbrella's operator pos-
sesses the precision of a kinder-
gartener's Popsicle-stick craftsman-
ship, but miraculously, the poles 
glide smoothly around each other 
with apparent ease. The wavelike, 
controlled motion of each bellows 
compressing and expanding seems 

oddly out of place in the rest of 
Landry's melee. 

While the main fascination in 
Flying School lies below the umbrel-
las, its aesthetic appeal drifts above 
them. On the gallery's ceiling, a 
slowly shifting pattern of white light 
creates the illusion of an umbrella-
worthy snowstorm, minus the cold 
and wet. The result is uplifting 
and peaceful, in full contrast to the 
umbrellas and the machines. But 
like the captivating mechanics, this 
sideshow is also more interesting 
than the piece's supposed focus, 
the umbrellas. 

Flying School sits in an oth-
erwise-darkened room with no 
company but the tangle of electri-
cal cords that are its lifeblood. The 
juxtaposition of such a mechanically 
complex piece in such a barren 
space is uncomfortably startling, 
and viewers get the impression that 
the umbrellas in Flying School yearn 
for an audience, if only to relieve 
them of some of their loneliness. 

The piece's sense of isolation 
is effective as is, but Flying School 
would be more compelling were it 
not for the presence of the exhibit's 

See LANDRY, page 14 

Witherspoon film offers classic plot with a twist 
Nina Mayes 
FOR THE THRESHER 

In director Mark Waters 'Just Like 
Heaven, Reese Witherspoon (legally 
Blonde) shows loyalty to the genre 
that has brought her much success. 
And while romantic comedies have 
been tread and retread in Hollywood, 
Waters adds a few clever twists that 
keep Just Like Heaven fresh and fun. 

'just like heaven' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • • 

(out of five) 

Witherspoon plays Elizabeth, a 
hardworking, career-driven physi-
cian with no time for a personal life. 
After a late night at work, she gets into 
a car wreck that puts her into a coma. 
For the rest of the film, she plays a 
ghost of sorts, living a prolonged 
out-of-body experience in which only 
certain others can see her. 

She returns to her apartment in 
this state, only to find it occupied by 
a new tenant, architect David Abbot 
(You Can Count on Me's Mark Ruf-
falo). The two try to work out who 
really has a right to the apartment, 
and the confrontation ends with 
Elizabeth walking through a wall. 

Suddenly, David 
r e a l i z e s s o m e -
t h i n g is a m i s s 
and that either he 
is going crazy or 
Elizabeth is not 
like other people. 
E i the r way, the 
two s tar t seeing 
more of each other 
and David starts 
falling in love with 
a ghost. 

The relationship's future rests on 
whether or not Elizabeth's sister will 
allow the local hospital to pull the 
plug on Elizabeth's life support. In a 
fairly mundane plot twist, David races 
to save his newfound love by plead-
ing with Elizabeth's sister Katrina 
(Love Actually's Ivana Milicevic) to 
have faith that Elizabeth will come 
out of the coma, to no avail. Since he 
cannot convince Katrina to save her 
sister's body, David decides to steal 
Elizabeth's body from the hospital. 

Waters successfully set up this 
romantic comedy's gimmick — the 
insubstantiality of one of the film's 
main characters — to put an enter-
taining spin on a bland love story. 
Because of her coma, Elizabeth is 
forced to pause her career and falls 
in love with David. David, meanwhile, 
risks looking like a nut-case as he 
helps Elizabeth try to rediscover 
her identity and reunite with her 
physical presence. He provides 
great physical comedy as he tries to 
resolve for himself whether Elizabeth 
is actually real. 

Only occasionally 
does the film 
OOZE syrupy-
sweet, repulsive 
nothings at the 
audience. 

While romantic comedy does 
not usually pride itself on thought-
ful, inspired act ing, Just Like 
Heaven draws on talents appropri-
ate to the genre and backs them 
up with strong supporting roles. 
For example, Jon Heder (Napoleon 
Dynamite) plays David's friend 

mm 

m 
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EAMWORKS PlCTUF 

Elizabeth (Reese Witherspoon) and David (Mark Ruffalo) attempt to address 
the logistical challenges of supernatural love in Just Like Heaven. 

Darryl, a psychic whose idiosyn-
cratic brand of comedy is sure to 
please audiences. 

Those who expec t no th ing 
more than a gener ic romantic 
comedy may be disappointed. 
Only occasionally does the film 

ooze syrupy-sweet, repulsive noth-
ings at the audience. Ultimately, 
Witherspoon and Ruffalo 's on-
screen comic chemistry lends a 
tongue-in-cheek humor that may 
sway even the harshest romantic-
comedy skeptics. 
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David Auburn, 
John Madden 

exhibit proof left-brain focus can 
create right-brain 
masterpiece 

stories and layout by Julia Bursten 

If jc is the set of all Rice students 
past and present, let x go out this 
weekend to see Proof. The new film, 
adapted from David Auburn's 2001 
Tony-winning play and Pulitzer-win-
ning script of the same name has 
single-handedly redeemed a dread-
fully mediocre year of mainstream 
dramatic cinema. 

In addition to proving 2005 holds 
some promise for moviegoers, di-
rector John Madden (Shakespeare 
in lujve) and Auburn teamed up to 
show that math and science have a 
long-awaited place to claim in the 
entertainment industry. 

The cast of Proof struggles with 
raw, messy, human emotions as it 
tries to fit them into the neat and 
concrete boundaries of their math-
ematically ordered, logical lives. 
'Hie story does not require that its 
audiences love math to love the per-
formance, because Auburn's humor 
is smart enough that he appeals to 
the liberal arts crowd. 

But the viewers who will be 
laughing hardest at the Chicagoan 
cliches and quick, dry, pun-filled ex-
changes will also be the ones who 
appreciate the revolutionary math-
ematics that provide Proof s intellec-
tual backdrop. 

power in the 
line o plot 

The story starts — as so many 
good stories do — with the death 
of an insane University of Chica-
go math professor (Silence of the 
Iximbs Anthony Hopkins). 'ITie 
professor, who the audience knows 
only as Robert, revolutionized math 
with two magnum opuses before he 
turned 24, highlighting the youth o! 
most mathematical revolutionaries. 

After Robert's death, one of his 
postdoctoral students, Hal (I)onnie 
Darko's Jake Gyllenhaal) comes to 
Robert's house to read the 103 note-

books he filled during 
his last five years — the 
years of his insanity. 

Robert's youngest 
daughter, Catherine 
(Shakespeare in Love's 
Gwyneth Paltrow), has 
lived alone with Robert 
for his five crazy years, 
and her mathematical 
talents mirror his as 
strongly as her psycho-
logical instabilities do. 

Catherine left school 
to take care of Robert 
and has spent most of 
her 20s in her child-
hood home, depressed 
and bored. She finds 
solace in Hal shortly 
after calling the police 
on him the first night 
he comes over to read, 
and she shows him 
a hidden notebook 
containing a proof of 
a significant tenet of 
prime number theory. 

Enter Claire (Amer-
ican Splendor's Hope 
Davis), Catherine's sis-
ter. who immediately 
claims Robert wrote 
the proof. 

Catherine claims 
it as her own, and the 
sisters put Hal in the 
unenviable position of having to de-
cide whose work he is reading. His 
decision throws Catherine into an 
emotional upheaval that provides 
an access point for a series of flash-
backs that give insight into her rela-
tionship with Robert. 

poetry in the 
math and music 

Most theatergoers cringe at the 
thought of spending hours writing 
painstaking mathematical proofs. 

Hal (Jake Gyllenhaal) at tempts to comfort Catherine (Gwyneth Paltrow) after her father's 
through a shared love of math in John Madden's Proof, based on the David Auburn play. 

COURTESY MIRAMAX FILMS 

death. The pair become lovers 

Even fewer moviegoers claim to 
make such an effort a pastime. Con-
sequently, the field of math and the 
practice of the mathematical proof 
do not come into the forefront of the 
entertainment industry very often. 

And when math does show up 
on silver screen radars, it is often 
only to criticize the social outcasts 
in shallow teen dramas. So a play 
or movie that centralizes math will 
cause a stir — especially if it turns 
out to be good drama. 

Auburn has rare gifts in being 
able to write well and write about 
math in plain English. To do both 

if Q becomes J j 
\ulmrn maintains arl. 
meaning as he adapts 
Proof"from stage lo screen 

Proofs screenplay, which was — blessedly — also 
written by Auburn, takes a vast majority of the play 
verbatim. This rare technique works both for and 
against Proofs actors, especially Paltrow, who first 
starred as Catherine in London's West End produc-
tion of the play. 

While Mary-Louise Parker defined the role of 
Catherine in her Tony-winning Broadway perfor-
mances, Paltrow's versatility within the role cannot 
be overlooked. Paltrow completely reinterprets a 
role she has already played for an entirely new per-
formance medium, a feat that takes talent no matter 
how good a script an actor is given. 

The shifted performance medium is a challenge 
for the entire film, not just Paltrow. Sometimes the 
challenge is met; other times it is not. 

The movie's first real dialogue, between Cath-
erine and Hal, is filmed almost entirely with a sta-
tionary camera focused on a simple set, with diffuse 
lighting on the speakers. Sound like Broadway? It 
looks like it too, and this cinematographic stutter il-
lustrates just how much Proofs two incarnations dif-
fer in basic form. 

This scene does not work well in the movie, but 
it is beautifully choreographed on stage. On stage, 
Hal and Catherine's fight looks like a tense, nervous 
dance set under a dark, jade-green light, and it sets 
the aesthetic for the rest of the play. 

likewise, Catherine's flashbacks work better in 
the play than in the film. To create a flashback on 
stage, Catherine simply walks a few feet to her left 
and a lighting shift follows her. rhe line between 
past and present blurs and the audience is pleasantly 

disoriented as the next scene begins. Conversely, 
the point of a scene switch in a movie is always con-
crete and inevitable, robbing the flashback of its 
ability to toy with reality. 

However, certain aspects of Proof work much 
better in the film than onstage. The city of Chi-
cago blooms into a larger role once Proof is set on 
screen. Crowd scenes create watercolor images of 
Catherine's Midwestern urban life, and the perva-
sive greys and blues in almost every scene grant the 
film a greater sense of unity than in the play. 

The film's climax, a shouting match between the 
volatile Catherine, Claire and Hal, is much more 
dramatic than the play's, thanks to rotating cameras 
(finally!) and intense, portrait-esque close-ups. This 
difference works neither for nor against the film, but 
demonstrates another distinction between Proofs 
two genres. Because Auburn was so intimately in-
volved in writing both scripts, and because such di-
vergences provide new insight into the full entity of 
Proof these disparities must be intentional. 

Just as Auburn strings along his characters by 
tempting them with incomplete bits of information 
that connect in bizarre and unexpected ways — an 
allusion to Catherine's unorthodox methods of con-
structing proofs — he strings along his audience 
by creating new connections between the play and 
the movie every time he distinguishes one from the 
other. 

The result proves not only that a performance 
piece can be carried across genres, but that the ad-
aptation often improves on the general understand-
ing of the original. 

things simultaneously, as he does 
in Proof, creates a strangely appeal-
ing synthesis of left- and right-brain 
ideas that endears him to writers 
and mathematicians alike. 

Auburn got lucky when Madden 
stepped up to direct this film. Mad-
den managed to preserve Auburn's 
beautiful dialogues and emotional 
interactions as well as his elegant, 
poetic discussions of the math be-
hind the movie. 

In addition. Madden overlaid 
Proof with an impeccable score. 
The movie's music, composed by 
Stephen Warbeck, is all instrumen-
tal in the vein of his work on Shake-
speare in Love and rings heavily with 
bell tones and orclies.// 

The melodies remain haunting 
and esoteric throughout the film 
but support each scene's emotional 
development with an almost math-
ematical precision. This fluidity 
unites the story and underscores 
the prominence of math in the daily 
lives of its characters. 

personality in 
the players 

On Broadway, Proof gained a 
reputation for great acting, but 
its actors — most notably. Mary-
Louise Parker as the original Cath-
erine — never gained similar fame. 
The Proof of the box office took a 
different approach, recruiting a 
thoroughly all-star cast. Somewhat 
surprisingly, and wholly fortunately, 
Proofs star-studded ensemble does 
not overpower the quiet beauty of 
the story it tells. 

Paltrow, whose name was 
plastered across celebrity gossip 
columns all year because of her 
recent marriage to and child with 
Coldplay's Chris Martin, remains 
remarkably subdued throughout 
the film. 

A few of her scenes come off 
as more theatrical than cinematic, 
leaving viewers who have not seen 
the play more than a little frustrat-
ed. But Paltrow's previous experi-
ence playing Catherine in London's 
West End production of the play 
allows even these questionable mo-

ments to mesh smoothly with the 
idiosyncrasies of her charactei in 
the story. 

Even more refined is Hopkins' 
role as Robert. On the surface. 
Hopkins could be any Rice profes-
sor: towing the line between bril-
liance and insanity by staying lost in 
thought most of the day, but gener-
ally sane by professorial standards. 

'proof ' 

in thea ter s 
Rating: * * * * 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Only when he starts talking 
about math does his true insanity 
reveal itself. Hopkins has fewer lines 
and less screen time than expected 
for this role, but in it he creates a 
character complexity so complete 
that watching more of him might 
have been simply redundant. 

Instead, Proof focuses more 
closely on the relationship between 
Catherine and Hal, and Gyllenhaal 
fans are the happy beneficiaries. 
Since Donnie Darko. Gyllenhaal 
has been putzing around the big 
screen in parts that do not require 
a talent like his. Even the one argu-
able exception — his role as Holden 
Worther in The Good Girl — is put 
to shame by his performance in 
Proof. 

Gyllenhaal still possesses the un-
assuming mannerisms that endear 
him to hopeless romantics world-
wide, but here he does it amidst 
the inescapably damaged ego of a 
brilliant boy trying to impress an 
even more brilliant, pretty girl who 
is alternately enraptured with and 
repulsed by him. OK, so the part 
echoes strongly of his role in Don-
nie Darko, but no one can fault him 
for playing one character really, re-
ally well. 

No matter what form it takes, 
the story of Proof will carry any 
cast and staging. However, when 
coupled with able actors, it is proof 
there is still hope for smart, insight-
ful drama in modern films. 
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COURTESY RICE GALLERY 

An intricate network of umbrellas comprises Diane Landry's Flying School. 

LANDRY 
From page 12 

second piece, Mandala Naya. Th is 
ins ta l l a t ion o c c u p i e s an e n t i r e 
second room of the gallery and 
focuses primarily on changing the 
movement of light in the space. 

Mandala Naya is, in its bares t 
f o rm, a la t t iced, p las t ic bucke t 
covered in empty water bottles. 
But Landry ' s distinctive knack for 
simple mechanics conver ts this sys-
tem into a kaleidoscopic light show 
that gives the impress ion of riding 
a disco ball th rough a low-budget 
film's t ime warp scene . 

Mandala Naya s u c c e s s f u l l y 
c o n t r a s t s s i m p l e a n d c o m p l e x 
e l e m e n t s f rom found and recycled 

m a t e r i a l s , a n d t h e h y p n o t i z -
i n g c a d e n c e of i t s m o v e m e n t 
speaks to aud iences in a similar 
m a n n e r to t h e be l lows- tones of 
Flying School. 

In both these pieces, though, 
Landry's engineering is more ap-
pealing than her aesthetics. 

Landry leaves the apparatuses of 
both pieces exposed, unlike many 
m o d e r n p ieces that incorpora te 
movement into an installation. T h e 
central port ion of Mandala Naya, 
consis t ing of a wired pulley system 
at tached to a track light, a t t racts 
more of the viewer's initial attention 
than the piece itself. Landry allows 

her audiences to begin to see the 
ar t of he r work only af ter this coldly 
utilitarian s t ruc tu re ha s reg is te red 
in their minds. 

Landry ' s work in Flying School 
and Mandala Naya shows promise , 
and he r eccentr ic talent for manipu-
lating light and sound makes he r a 
s tandout among he r peers . But he r 
pieces fail to coalesce into a single 
exhibi t . As capt iva t ing as each 
portion of h e r work can be, the ar t 
as a whole has yet to e m e r g e and 
each piece feels as though it would 
be bet ter off alone. Even within 
the two pieces, t he re are too many 
disjointed e lements . 
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Glossy Men's Vogue 
pollutes newsstands 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

Imagine my surprise when 
I was p e r u s i n g the a is les at 
Walgreens the o ther day and 
found a new addition 
to the magazine rack. 

Not only w a s t h i s 
a new p u b l i c a t i o n , 
but it also seemed to 
be a new addition to 
the ever-broadening 
g e n r e of " s t r a i g h t 
man's style and fash-
ion" monthlies. From 
those stiletto-heeled 
p o w e r - w i e l d e r s a t 
C o n d e Nas t c o m e s 
Men 's Vogue. 

My first reaction, of course, 
was, "Why do we need a Men 's 
Vogue?" Are Vanity Fair and 
GQ, the two other Conde Nast 
publications that cater to unisex 
and men ' s style, not pulling their 
weight? Pe rhaps not. My guess , 
judging f rom this month ' s mam-
moth Vogue with Sarah Jessica 
Parker on the cover — it weighs 
nearly four pounds — is that 
the original was gett ing so big 
that giving bir th to a bro ther 
magazine was the only option. 
I mean, how many Yves Saint 
Laurent and H e r m e s ads can 
a person take in one sitting? A 
lot, it would seem. Men 's Vogue 
takes an ads-heavy cue from the 
original. The reader must flip 
through Ralph I>auren, Gucci, 
Armani and Movado before hit-
ting the table of contents . 

In his "Letter from the Editor" 
Jay Fielden proclaims, "Men 's 
Vogue, obviously , i n h e r i t s a 
t r e a s u r e d — and d e m a n d i n g 
— legacy. With any luck, this 
issue will be the first step in cre-
ating someth ing worth handing 
down." Luck, obviously, will be 
playing a major role. 

The anniversary 
gift feature is 
SANDWICHED 
between an 
article about 
the new 
Louis Vuitton 
traveling bag 
and one about 
shoes. Come on. 

Without the keen ability to 
capture and critique contempo-
rary social mores that defines 
Vanity Fair's coverage — culture 
critic James Wolcott is a national 
t reasure — Men's Vogue is pure 
fluff. It s eems to have flipped 

through Vanity Fair, pinpointed 
that publication's most devilishly 
annoying tendencies and made 

them its own. 
V a n i t y F a i r h a s 

always kept its gold-
Rolexed grip on the 
o ld -wor ld i d e a l s of 
the polo-playing aris-
tocracy. M e n ' s Vogue 
s e e m s to be playing 
to the s ame dwindl ing 
crowd. It's no surprise , 
then, that f ea tu res on 
so -ca l l ed s o c i a l i t e s 
run next to an art icle 
called "On the Rocks," 

about the per fec t anniversary 
gift for any wife. I'm going to 
word this as delicately as pos-
sible: T h e r e is no way the only 
men attracted to a magazine with 
George Clooney on the cover a re 
straight . T h e anniversary gift 
feature is sandwiched between 
an article about the new Louis 
Vuitton traveling bag and one 
about shoes . Come on. 

A GAY ICON 
classing up the 
straight man's 
fashion mag — 
now that's 
ironic. 

So who's to blame for this 
glossy misfire? We'll let Fielden 
off the hook. He's young — h e 
could not have known any better. 
Instead, 1 have no reservat ions 
about lumping the blame onto 
the woman who sits on top of 
the m a s t h e a d : M e n ' s Vogue 
Editorial Director and Vogue 
Editor-in-Chief Anna Wintour. 
Coincidentally, she is r u m o r e d 
to be the inspiration for Miranda 
Priestly, the nightmarish boss 
in Laura Weisberger ' s t r ashy 
chick-lit s t a n d a r d The Devil 
WearsPrada. (If you don't believe 
me, just recall that Weisberger 
served as Wintour 's assistant 
before writing the book.) 

What should we do about 
this? Let'sjust start calling Men's 
Vogue the demonic stepchild of 
Vanity l air and GQ. What else 
can von say about a magazine 
whose best feature is a Marc 
Jacobs ad featuring Rufus VVain-
wright sprawled out on a hard-
wood floor? A gay icon classing 
up the straight man 's fashion 
mag — now that 's ironic. 

Jonathan Schumann is a 
Baker College senior and arts and 
entertainment editor. 
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occer resumes season, 
losts East Carolina tonight 

"lose losses at UT, North Texas push losing streak to three 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRKSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

• 

After an unexpec ted weekend off f rom 
competi t ion, the soccer team r e s u m e s its 
season this weekend in its first two league 
g a m e s as a m e m b e r of Confe rence USA. 
Rice will host East Carolina University (4-6) 
tonight at 7 p.m. and Marshal l University 
(1-7) Sunday at 1 p.m. Both g a m e s a re at 
the Rice T r a c k / S o c c e r Stadium and mark 
the first t ime the Owls have played e i ther 
opponent . 

7'm not thinking in terms of 

a losing streak. We 've seen 

some good things in all the 

games we've played, [hut] 

we've just been a bit unlucky.' 
— Chris Huston 

Head soccer coach 

"The exci t ing part about this new confer-
ence is the re are a lot of unknowns ," head 
coach Chris Huston said. "We have no pre-
conceived not ions , . . . so the girls unders tand 
that in each game, they've got to go out and 
play their best ... in o rder to have a chance 
to win." 

Rice (4-4) has not played a game in 12 days, 
the longest such s t re tch since two g a m e s 
were cancelled af ter the Sept. 11, 2001 ter-
rorist at tacks. I^ast weekend ' s g a m e s against 
Texas Christ ian University and Idaho State 
University were pos tponed due to Hurr icane 

Rita. T h e TCU g a m e will be made up later 
this season while the Idaho State game has 
been cancel led. T h e Owls are scheduled to 
play the Vandals at h o m e next year. 

Huston said the extra time off should help 
the team as the confe rence season begins. 

"Anytime w h e r e we can have a situation 
where the girls have a few days off is great 
for injuries [and] to get people feeling 100 
percent ," Huston said. "We would have loved 
to have played last weekend, b u t . . . it's not 
the worst th ing tha t ' s ever happened." 

East Carolina comes into tonight's game 
having won three of its last four games, all 
at home. But two of those wins came against 
Campbel, which plays in the weak Atlantic Sun 
Conference and Division II Francis Marion. 
The Pirates return five starters from a team 
that finished fourth in C-USA in 2004. Marshall 
has played five straight games on the road, as 
well as seven out of its last nine. 

East Carolina and Marshall were picked to 
finish 7th and 11th, respectively, in the C-USA 
preseason coaches ' poll, while the Owls were 
picked 4th. Junior midfielder Maria Fadool 
said this weekend's games against weaker 
competition will set the stage for the rest of 
the conference season. 

"These two games are very important," Fa-
dool said. "We need to go out there and prove 
to the conference that we can dominate these 
teams, so that when we play the teams ranked 
above us in conference, we can be ready for 
them as well." 

Two weeks ago, the Owls lost close games 
against two s t rong opponents . 

In Denton, Texas Sept. 16, Rice fell 1-0 
to Nor th T e x a s (5-2-2), as Mean Green 
midfielder Kristen Campbell took advantage 
of a defensive miscue in the 28th minute to 

see SOCCER, page 17 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Junior midfielder Vanessa Serrano dribbles against Saint Louis Aug. 28. Serrano had two shots on 
goal in Rice's 1-0 loss at North Texas Sept. 16. The Owls will begin play in C-USA tonight when they 
take on East Carolina University at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium at 7 p.m. 

Football opens C-USA play at UAB 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRESHER STAFF 

After two tough losses, the 
football team hopes to pick up 
the pieces and rebuild. With last 
week ' s g a m e against the United 
States Naval Academy postponed 
due to Hurr icane Rita, the football 
team opens its first season of play 
in C o n f e r e n c e USA t o m o r r o w 
night on the road at the University 
of Alabama-Birmingham. 

T h e h u r r i c a n e g a v e Rice 
(0-2) a much-needed week off 
to recupera te , af ter be ing out-
sco red a c o m b i n e d 114-31 in 
g a m e s against the University of 
California-Eos Angeles and the 
University of Texas . UAB (2-1) 
also did not play last week and 
will also be opening its confer-
ence season . 

"Those first two games were 
brutal," senior defensive end John 
Syptak said. "[We need to) just put 
those behind us and move on. ... 
You don't see that type of competi-
tion week in and week out." 

With Monday 's pract ice can-
celled and Friday r e se rved for 
travel to Bi rmingham, Ala., the 
Owls only had th ree days to pre-
pare for the Blazers this week. 
Head Coach Ken Hatfield said 
the team was ready to practice 
even after most players evacuated 
Houston last weekend . 

"I was impressed and pleased 
with p rac t i ce , " Hat f ie ld said . 
"They worked ha rd and con-
cent ra ted . T h e r e ' s no th ing like 
get t ing your mind on someth ing 
... you've got control over [like 
pract ice] ." 

Rice's p re -hur r i cane sched-
ule had t h r e e non-confe rence 
games be fo re eight consecut ive 
confe rence g a m e s until the Navy 
g a m e was rescheduled for Oct. 
22, when both t e a m s had an 
open date. 

Rice will now play on nine con-
secutive Saturdays — the remain-
der of the season. Syptak said the 
week off was re f resh ing . 

"We had s o m e n i c k s and 
b ru i s e s from UCLA and Texas," 

Friday 9 / 3 0 

Sunday 1 0 / 2 

Syptak said. "[The week off] gave 
us some t ime to relax and catch 
up on o ther th ings — spend t ime 
with our families. It will help us 
in the long run." 

Hatfield said g a m e s against 
top-25 t eams p repa re Rice for 
the conference g a m e s that mat-
ter more. 

"We said before the season 
that we had th ree weeks of pre-
game and then that we ought to 
be hitting at our best ," Hatfield 
said. "We would like to have had 
another game under our belts , 
naturally. That didn ' t h a p p e n , 
but we didn't get anybody h u r t 
Saturday. While there ' s a plus and 
a minus to everything, it's t ime 
for us to play good confe rence 
[teams] and [UAB] is certainly 
as good as the re is in our league 
right now." 

UAB does not have the speed 
or size that UT and U C I A do, 
but the Blazers were picked to 
finish in second in the Eas te rn 
Division of Confe rence USA. T h e 

see FOOTBALL, page 17 

Volleyball to face Green 
Wave in College Station 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

S e c o n d - y e a r h e a d vol leybal l 
coach Genny Volpe r e t u r n s to h e r 
alma mater, Texas A&M University, 
today for the first t ime since com-
ing to Rice. Volpe was an assistant 
coach at A&M for th ree seasons 
before accept ing the Rice position 
in Februa ry 2004. Volpe, a four-year 
le t te rwinnr : for the Aggies, will 
get he r first gl impse of the visiting 
locker room as the Owls take on the 
displaced Tulane University, which 
has adopted A&M as its t empora ry 
h o m e for volleyball. 

The Owlsopen Conference USA 
play this weekend after th ree C-USA 
matches were postponed last week-
end due to Hurr icane Rita. 

"It's been a great p reseason for 
us, coming out 8-2," Volpe said. "We 
feel good going into confe rence . 
[The team is] really mot ivated . 
They ' re really confident ." 

As a result of Hur r i cane Ka-
trina, Tulane has only played t h r ee 

ma tches this year, including one 
each against No. 10 Not re Dame 
and perennia l ly s t r o n g Arizona 
State. Tulane (1-2) will open its C-
USA season against the Owls, af ter 
its scheduled confe rence opener 
at East Carolina was pos tponed 
because of Hurr icane Rita. 

'If we play good, 

solid volleyball and 

we're consistent, we '11 

do well against our 

conference opponents.' 
— Genny Volpe 

Head volleyball coach 

Although the Owls have no film of 
Tulane, Volpe said she thinks the team 
can be successful against any C-USA 
opponent by keving on its own plav. 

see VOLLEYBALL page 17 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN S P O R T S 
BY THE NUMBERS 

Women's Cross Country at Islander Splash (Corpus Christi) 
Some runners will compete at Notre Dame Invitational 

Soccer vs. East Carolina (Rice Track/Soccer Stadium) 
Volleyball vs. Tulane (College Station) 

Soccer vs. Marshall (Rice Track/Soccer Stadium) 

The football team has an all-time record of 

5-5 
in conference-season openers under head coach Ken Hatfield. Rice lost its WAC 
opener last year, falling 7063 at San Jose State. The Owls open their inaugural 
C-USA season on the road against UAB tomorrow at 6 p.m. 
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Hanszen tops Lovett 
13-6 for first win 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDfTORlAl. STAFF 

The Hanszen Powderpuff team 
got its first win of the season Sept. 
18, beating Lovett 13-6. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 
ROUNDUP 

The first half saw the teams locked 
in a defensive struggle. Hanszen (1-
1) netted just 38 offensive yards, and 
both of its first downs came on the 
final possession of the half. Almost 
all of Lovett's (1-2) 48 offensive yards 
came on a 15-play drive that lasted most 
of the second quarter. On that drive, 
Lovett advanced to Hanszen's 28 yard 
line before junior halfback Tessa Bar-
ron was stopped for a six-yard loss and 
sophomore quarterbackTess Elmore 
threw an interception. 

Two drives later, Hanszen had its 
best chance to score in the half when 
senior quarterback Loren Darrington 
completed an 11-yard pass to fresh-
man halfback Lauren Schaefer to put 
the ball on Lovett's 44-yard-line with 
less than 30 seconds remaining. After 
three consecutive incomplete passes, 
Darrington ran for 22 yards to end the 
half with both teams scoreless. 

A 20-yard-run by sophomore Ra-
chel Greff put Hanszen near midfield 
on its opening drive of the second half. 
Darrington blazed past several Lovett 
defenders for a 51-yard touchdown to 
break the scoreless tie. On its subse-
quent drive, Lovett advanced to its own 
46 after a Hanszen holding penalty, but 
Elmore threw her second interception 
as the third quarter ended, preserving 
Hanszen's 7-0 lead. 

Lovett had another scoring chance 
early in the fourth quarter, starting its 
first drive from its own 40. But on third-
and-7, Elmore threw an interception to 
freshman defensive back Parry Van-
Landingham.givingHanszen the ball at 
Lovett's 43. Two plays and three yards 
later, Schaeferran for what appeared to 
be a 40-yard touchdown, but the play 
was ruled dead at the 3-yard-line due 
to a referee's inadvertent whistle. But 
Schaefer scored the touchdown three 
plays later to give Hanszen a 1.3-0 lead 
with two minutes remaining. 

On a third-and-10 play from 
its own 35, Lovett freshman Dana 
Helbling caught a 27-yard pass from 
Elmore. The next play saw Hanszen 
commit a pass interference penalty 
that gave Lovett first-and-10 from the 
Hanszen 23. But Hanszen senior 
defensive back Jane Rochmes inter-

cepted Elmore's pass in the end zone. 
Lovett later scored on a 21-yard touch-
down run by Elmore with 30 seconds 
remaining, but Hanszen ran out the 
clock to preserve the 13-6 victory. 

Playing a sophomore and three 
freshmen at receiver, Lovett was hurt 
by numerous miscues in the passing 
game. Lovett head coach Anish Patel 
said he did not expect to see so many 
dropped passes. 

"(The dropped passes] surprised 
me because our receivers had done 
a pretty good job [in the first two 
games of the season]" Patel, a senior, 
said. "It was just uncanny of them to 
drop passes like they did [against 
Hanszen]." 

Elmore, who became the starter at 
quarterback after junior Rachel Green 
broke her foot before the season be-
gan, completed 7 of 23 passes for 95 
yards. Sophomore receiver Claudia 
Sokolowski, one of Lovett's top receiv-
ers last season, caught only one pass 
for 10 yards. 

Hanszen, likewise, could not 
mount a consistent offensive attack, 
relying more on big plays from both 
the offense and the defense to win 
the game. Darrington went just 1-12 
passing for 11 yards. Darrington and 
Schaefer combined to run for 113 
yards, but 89 of those yards came on 
two rushes. 

Hanszen coach Eric McGuire said 
the team's speed and big-play capabil-
ity will be helpful during the rest of 
the season. 

"Half the plays we got lots of yard-
age off of were plays that didn't work 
out, where either our quarterback 
or running backs turned it up the 
field," McGuire, a senior, said. "It'll 
be important, but it's nothing we're 
really practicing. We have girls with 
so much speed, [and] it's nice to have 
that to fall back on." 

Tomorrow, Hanszen plays Sid Rich-
ardson (2-0), which barely escaped 
an improved Jones (1-1) team 12-6. 
Lovett will face Brown (0-2) tomorrow. 
Wiess (2-0) won 9-0 against Will Rice 
(0-2), and Martel (2-0) shut out Brown 
180. Nextweek'sgameofthe week will 
feature Wiess, a finalist in Powderpuff 
last year, against upstart Jones. 

Freshman Flat* Football 
Ix/ 'et t narrowly escaped Brown 

13-12 in the only f reshman flag 
game played so far this season. 

Women's Basketball 
Wiess won by forfeit over Martel 

Tuesday. In the only game played 
Tuesday , Sid mercy-ruled Will 
Rice 45-20. 

Planet 

t a n n i n g spa 

TRRRU. SINISTER f OR $99! 
•VSTICSPRRYTRI 

i n 1 u i 1 f i t a 
HCf: 

5112 Bfffoie Speedway 
713-H7-1I2S 

(lit Vest p i r t l i the ftro«er center) 

LfWBECITY: 
1-45 6 M l 

211-534-419! 
(H€B Colony Two Center) 

vesTHEinen 
1316 Sestklner, Soite D 

713-2II-I2S? 
(fit Diovole Kress trim DSttJ shoes) 

SPRII6/CN«mPI0nS: 
loietta 6 Stubner Airline 

211-379-3131 
(Hf 6 Center) 

FflLl 2105 SERISTER 
Certain restrictions applf-

TAYLOR JOHNSON/THRESHER 

Wiess running back Natalie Gwilliam, a sophomore, attempts to evade the Will Rice secondary, Augusta Bartis and Mar-
geux Clemmons, both freshmen, in Wiess' S-0 victory over Will Rice Sept. 18. Wiess will play an improved Jones squad 
in this week's Powderpuff game of the week tomorrow at 3 p.m. 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Men's tennis looks to 
regroup in Tulsa 

After a stellar performance 
at the season-opening Crowne 
Plaza Rice Invitational, the men's 
tennis team faltered slightly two 
weeks ago at the Crimson Tide 
Fall Championships. The Owls 
had players reach the semi-finals 
of the A-flight doubles and singles 
brackets, but fell short of their 
previous success. 

This week, the Owls hope to 
improve at the ITA Ail-American 
Championships in Tulsa, Okla. 
The championships feature sev-
eral top players from around 
the country, including Virginia's 
12th-ranked Somdev D^warman, 
who defeated 24th-ranked senior 
Robert Searle in the first round of 
the 2005 NCAA tournament. 

Next week's All-Ameru an tour-
nament, and the subsequent re-
gional championships Oct. 22-25 
at College Station, Texas, should 
set the tone for the remainder of 
the fall season and the spring. 

"Our main goal is to peak at 
regionals, at the end of October," 
assistant coach Efe Ustundag 
(Baker'99) said. "From what I saw, 
I think we still have to progress in 
conditioning, among other things. 
I'm looking at all of these tourna-
ments as practice sets, practice 
matches. I'm not too concerned 
with the results—just [with] what 
we need to improve." 

Ustundag said this weekend's 
tournament should help the team 
develop, especially as the Owls face 
increasingly tougher opponents. 

T h e guys need these matches 
for part of theirtraining," Ustundag 
said. "We can't create the sort of 
pressure and intensity at practice 
[that comes from] playing people 
from all over the country. We need 
match play to build confidence, to 
build experience [and] to continue 
our progress." 

In Alabama, Searle and junior 
Ben Harknett lost in the quarter-
finals, and top-seeded Searle was 
upset by unseeded Ivan Bjelica. 
In the doubles bracket, the 21st-
ranked duo lost to 57th-ranked 
J o n a t h u s Sucup i ra and Sam 
Chang from Florida State in the 
semifinals. 

"I don't think I had a great 
performance in my last singles 
match or my last doubles match," 
Harknett said. "But overall, espe-
cially doubles-wise, we did OK. It 
was sort ofan indifferent weekend. 
There were no big results, but 
there were no bad losses." 

— Dylan Farmer 

Women's tennis turns 
heads in Knoxville 

The women ' s tennis team 
sprinted out of the gates at its 
season-opening St. Mary's Fall 
Classic two weeks ago in Knox-
ville, Tenn. 

The doubles duo of senior 
Blair DiSesaand freshman Alanna 
Rodgers began the successes for 
the Owls, defeating the University 
of Kentucky's ninth-ranked Kim 
Coventry and Julie Schwenk 8-4 
in the first round of flight one 
doubles play. However, the duu 
stumbled in their subsequent 
match, losing to eventual champi-
ons Harbara Orlay and Alejandra 
Guerra of North Carolina State 
University in the second round. 

Sophomore Dominique Karas 
rallied from a one-set deficit 
to overcome Jenna Loeb from 
William and Mary in Ihe finals 
of flight five singles play. Karas 
later defeated both Kentucky's 
Liis Sobe r and T e n n e s s e e ' s 
Stephanie Harris in straight sets 
en route to her championship-
match victory. 

In the top singles flight, DiS-
esa pulled off a stunning upset, 
defeating 15th-ranked Coventry 
6-3, 6-3 in opening-round singles 
play before falling to Orlay in the 
second round. Also, sophomore 
Christine Dao rebounded from 
an opening-round loss to win the 
flight four singles consolation 
championship, beating Shannon 
Moore of Furman in straight sets. 
And senior Amy Cao won the flight 
seven consolation crown. 

With an extra week of rest 
after last weekend's Rice Classic 
was cancelled, the Owls now will 
head to Winston Salem, North 
Carolina this weekend to compete 
in the Wake Forest Deacon Clas-
sic, which features 44th-ranked 
Ashlee Davis and the 26th-ranked 
Demon Deacons. 

— Dylan Farmer 

Women keep cross 
country title at home 

The women's cross country 
team took first place at its last 
meet, the Rice Invitational, beat-
ing its closest competition by 28 
points. 

The Owls landed five runners 
in the top eight spots. Sophomore 
Marissa Daniels, sophomore Cal 
lie Wells and senior Kate Gorry 
finished second, third and fourth, 
respectively. 

With 24 overall points, Rice fin-

ished well ahead of second-place 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi and 
third-place University of Texas-
San Antonio — two teams the 
Owls will most likely face again at 
the NCAA cross country champi-
onships in mid-November. 

This weekend, the team will 
compete in two different meets, 
the Notre Dame Invitational in 
South Bend, Ind., and the Islander 
Splash in Corpus Christi. The 
Owls hope to defend their title at 
A&M-Corpus Christi, where they 
have won the meet the last two 
years. This weekend's meets are 
the last invitationals the team will 
attend before competing at Pre-
Nationals Oct. 15, and traveling to 
Orlando, Fla. for the Conference 
USA Championships Oct. 30. 

— Dylan Farmer 

Hewamudalige leads 
men's cross country 

Making full use of its home-
field advantage, the men's cross 
country team took first place at 
the 31st annual Rice Invitational, 
held Sept. 17. 

The Owls, competing in their 
only home meet of the season, 
beat out seven other schools, 
including squads from the Univer-
sity of Texas-Pan American and 
Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi. 

Senior Marcel Hewamudalige 
finished in second place overall, 
behind A&M-Corpus Christ i 's 
Shadrack Songok. Sophomore 
Char les Hampton took sixth, 
senior David Axel finished 12th, 
sophomore Colby Keithan was 
14th and junior Pablo Solares 
took 17th.The Owlscombined for 
37 overall points, giving them an 
eight-point margin over second-
place UTPA. 

Next weekend, the Owls will 
travel to Stillwater, Okla., to com-
pete in the Cowboy Jamboree, 
hosted by Oklahoma State. Rice 
will face stiffercompetition at the 
meet, including the University of 
Arkansas, which is ranked third 
nationally. 

"I'm looking forward to this 
next meet," Hewamudalige said. 
"It's going to [have much] stron-
ger competition. I love running 
with those guys — I love racing 
against Arkansas." 

The Jamboree is the last meet 
for the team before Pre-National 
qualifying Oct. 15th. The team will 
compete in the Conference USA 
championships Oct. 30. 

— Katy Miller 
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Owls lose 51-10 at Texas 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRESHER STAFF 

For the second consecutive week, 
the football team was routed by a top-25 
team, losing to second-ranked Univer-
sity of Texas 51-10 Sept. 17 in Austin. 

Texas (3-0) took control early and 
led 42-0 at halftime after freshman run-
ning back Jamaal Charles rushed for 
171 yards and three touchdowns. 

Jun ior r u n n i n g back Quinton 
Smith led the Rice (0-2) rushing at-
tack, gaining 76 yards on 11 carries, 
including 42 yards on the first Owl 
drive. Smith, a native of nearby Cedar 
Park, said a fast start was important 
in front of his home crowd. 

"I had friends and family at the 
game, so I felt that I had to come 
out there and try to do something," 
Smith said. 

Also in the first half, redshirt fresh-
man cornerback Ja'Corey Shepherd 

recorded his first career interception, 
off Heisman-hopeful quar te rback 
Vincent Young. 

"I gave up a touchdown on the first 
play of my collegiate career [last week] 
Shepherd said. T h a t couldn't happen 
[at UT]. I decided to man up and just 
try to make a play." 

Rice outscored UT 10-9 in the sec-
ond half, as senior Brennan Landry 
kicked a field goal and redsh i r t 
freshman Chase Clement scored on a 
two-yard touchdown plunge, the first 
of his career. 

Despite resounding losses to UT 
and UCIA—63-21 Sept. 10—Clement 
said beginning his collegiate career in 
such a fashion was exhilarating. 

"1 never expected it," Clement said. 
"It's awesome to be able to come out 
here and play against these kinds of 
teams. It's a lot of fun being in these 
atmospheres, going to these great 
stadiums." 

FOOTBALL 
From page 15 

Blazers have been maddening ly 
inconsis tent th is season, though , 
coming one e r ran t pass f rom tak-
ing then- thi rd-ranked T e n n e s s e e 
to over t ime but s t rugg l ing to beat 
Division I-AA opponent Jackson-
ville State 35-28. 

Jun ior r u n n i n g back Quinton 
Smith said UAB's inconsis tency is 
i r relevant . 

"We just have to go out there and 
play them," Smith said . 'Tennessee is 
a good team, and even though [UAB] 
lost, it was still a close game. We're 
just looking at them, seeing what they 
do and seeing how to defeat them." 

P r e s e a s o n C-USA d e f e n s i v e 
player of the year Syptak, who has 
faced constant double-teaming in the 
first two games of the season while 

SOCCER 
From page 15 

score the g a m e ' s only goal. 
Two days later, the Owls traveled 

to Austin to play No. 21 University of 
Texas. Rice took a 1-0 lead in the ninth 
minute when sophomore midfielder 
Samantha Conn scored a goal off a 35-
yard free kick from seniordefenderKrin 
Droeger.TheI/>nghornstiedthegame 
in the 20th minuteon an unassisted goal 
by defender Kasey Moore following an 
Owl foul. I IT defender Karen Haight 
scored in the 60th minute to make the 
score 2-1, and the I/mghorn defense 
held firm to preserve the win. 

T h e UT loss ex t ended Rice's 

being limited to seven tackles and half 
a sack, said he is looking forward to 
the conference season. 

"Every team s c h e m e s against 
cer ta in players, and I just need to 
fight," Syptak said. "I look to my 
o the r t e ammate s to make plays as 
well. It's a team game." 

Junior nose guard William Wood 
has been one of those linemen mak-
ing plays, leading the Owls with nine 
tackles in his first two starts since 
his freshman year. The continued 
progression of the defensive line is 
crucial to opening up paths of attack for 
Syptak as the season progresses. 

"We're all pre t ty solid up front ," 
Syptak said. "We take coaching very 
well. We're get t ing bet ter every day 
— that ' s all you can ask for." 

losing s t reak to th ree games , the 
iongest s ince Oct. 2002, when the 
team lost five s t raight in its worst-
ever season. All th ree losses were 
close, however, and came on the 
road against t eams that advanced to 
the NCAA T o u r n a m e n t last year. 

"We're t ry ing to get the girls to 
focus on not just results ," Huston 
said. "The goal for each day is to 
play 90 minutes hard. I'm not think-
ing [in t e r m s of] a losing streak. 
We've seen s o m e good th ings in all 
the games we've played, [but] we've 
just been a little unlucky." 

VOLLEYBALL 
From page 15 

"We're really t ry ing to focus on 
ourse lves and know that if we play 
good, solid volleyball and we ' re 
consis tent , we'll do well against 
our con fe rence opponents , " Volpe 
said. "We also know that all of our 
c o n f e r e n c e o p p o n e n t s a r e good 
enough to [beat us] ." 

After the Tu lane match, Rice will 
travel lo the University of Texas-El 
Paso (10-4, 0-2 C-USA) to face the 
Mine r s Sunday. U T E P took the 
Owls to four g a m e s in El Paso last 
year. T h e Mine r s were 10-2 in their 
non-conference schedule , includ-
ing a win over Baylor. 

"UTEP has had a really great 
p r e s e a s o n , " Volpe sa id . "We've 
heard f rom many o the r coaches 
that U T E P has played well. Last 
year we had a tough t ime at UTEP 
on the road. T h e y ' r e going to be 
a qual i ty t eam that plays good 
defense , and they ' re going to be 
ready to play us." 

Volpe said de fense is important 
for the Owls as they move into 
con fe rence play. 

"We are a team that plays really 
well and wins when we play good 
defense , " Volpe said. "I put a lot of 

emphas i s on playing good, solid 
defense and blocking strong. Those 
a re the two th ings that I think art-
go ing to be imperative for us to be 
successful ." 

Rice s h o u l d be p r i m e d for 
c o n f e r e n c e play a f t e r a s t r o n g 
showing at its final non-confer-
ence tou rnamen t , the State Farm 
Illini Classic. T h e Owls defeated 
both their opponents , including a 
3-0 championship-match win over 
t o u r n a m e n t host Illinois, which 
received votes in the most recent 
national poll. Senior Olaya Pazo 
received t ou rnamen t MVP honors 
as well as he r second C-USA player 
of the week award in th ree weeks 
for her play in the tou rnament . 

"We set up the tou rnamen t in 
Illinois for a purpose : to play a 
quality t o u r n a m e n t right be fo re 
confe rence to see how we stacked 
up against a team like Illinois, which 
is one of the be t te r t eams in the 
country ," Volpe said. "We talked 
about how this [ tournament ] was 
our final chance to prove ourse lves 
o u t s i d e of c o n f e r e n c e , [and] it 
proved to be a real confidence-build-
ing exper i ence for the team." 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Junior defwqfcp back Andray Downs returns a klckoff In Rica's 51-10 loss to UT Sapt. 17. The Owls' game against Navy, 
originally scheduled for Sept. 24, was postponed until Oct. 22 due to Hurricane Rita. Rice begins Its conference sched-
ule on the road against Alabama-Birmingham Saturday at 6 p.m. 
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IAN WHITE/THRESHER 

Will Rice senior Gary Sharpe leads a pack of runners around a turn in the college cross country race Sept. 17 
on and around the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. This year's race featured a new scoring system in which each 
college's top three male and female runners counted toward team standings. 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

#A2 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#A 3 1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

S8.30 Value Meals 

#B1 

#B2 

#B3 

Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

Medium Cheese 
Pizza and 5 Buffalo 

Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
€ 2 0 0 4 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at participating 
store only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
than $20. Delivery area limited to ensure safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
sept. 16-18 

FOOTBALL 

RICE 10 TEXAS 51 
Sept. 17,2005-
Austin, Texas 

- Darrell K. Royal Memorial Stadium 

Texas 14 28 
Rice 0 0 

51 
10 

RU UT 
12 24 
110 361 
99 122 
209 483 
104 48 
7-44.3 4-47.0 
29:23 30:37 

SOCCER 

TEXAS 2-1 
Moore 20' Conn 9' 
Haight 60' 

Sept. 18. 2005 — Myers Stadium. Austin, Texas 

UT (3-3-1): Hall; Gilbeau. Gailey, Moore, Haight; Schmit. 
Kennedy. Fite; Logterman, Carpenter, Burllngham; 
Substitutes: Foster. Pfenninger, Imber. 

Rice (4-4): Giese; Barber, B. Martin. Droeger; Serrano. 
Conn, Coralli. Lucas; Candee, Robbins. C. Martin; Sut> 
st/tutes: Bellow, Petric, Fadool, Wittig, Waite, Stanley. 

Assists: Rice: Droeger; Texas: Logterman. 
Cautions: B. Martin 67'. 
Ejections: none. 

Shots 
Shots on Goal t 
Saves E 
Corner Kicks i 
Fouls E 
Offsides 

Attendance — 848 

NORTH TEXAS 1-0 

Rice UT 
9 23 

Assists: Rice: none; North Texas: none. 
Cautions: none. 
Ejections: none. 

Rice UNT 

Shots 16 10 

Shots on Goal 5 5 

Saves 4 5 

Corner Kicks 6 5 

Fouls 8 8 

Offsides 2 0 

Attendance — 466 

VOLLEYBALL 

ILLINOIS 0 RICE 3 

UT — Charles 25 run (Pino kick) 
UT — Charles 25 run (Pino kick) 
UT — Charles 4 run (Pino kick) 
UT —- Huff 2 1 fumble recovery (Pino kick) 
UT — Okam 0 fumble recovery (Pino kick) 
UT — Pino 40 field goal 
RU — Landry 37 field goal 
UT — Taylor 10 run (kick failed) 
RU — Clement 2 run (Landry kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Rice — Smith 11-76, Clement 7-16, Wall 4-14, Rucker 
4-11, Cates 4 8, Henderson 2-1, Benibo 4-1, Dillard 
l-(-7), Armstrong 8-( 7). 
UT — Charles 16-189, Young 8-77, Melton 14-75, 
Taylor 2-14, Ogbonnaya 3 6 Nordgren 2-4, Ballew 
1-0, McCoy l-(-4). 
Passing 
Rice — Clement 2-8-057, Armstrong 2 7 0 42 
UT — Young 8-14-1-101. Nordgren 3 4 0 21 
Receiving 
Rice — Dillard 2-70, Aranda 2-29. 
UT — Thomas 5-66, Jones 2-17, Sweed 1-21, Cosby 
1-7, Charles 1-7, Gatewood 14. 

Attendance — 83.055 

Sept. 17, 2005 — Huff Hall, Champaign, Illinois 

Illinois 
Rice 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Illinois — Brown 10, Turner 10 
Rice — Pazo 17, Kuykendall 11 
Assists 
Illinois — Obermeier 36 
Rice — Hoban 39 
Digs 
Illinois — Vrdsky 15 
Rice — Kirk 15 

Attendt'ice — 1,573 

) 26 30 
) 30 32 

Ul Rice 
43 47 
23 19 
119 125 
.168 .224 
40 45 
4 6 
47 47 
9.0 6.0 

ILLINOIS-CHICAGO 1 RICE 3 
Sept. 16, 2005 — Huff Hall. Champaign, Illinois 

26 30 29 22 
30 23 31 30 

UIC Rice 
57 63 
23 29 
147 162 
.231 .210 
55 59 
8 7 
57 62 
8.0 4.0 

RICE 

Rice 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

individual Stats 
Kills 
Illinois-Chicago — Nedeli|kovic 24, McCarthy 17 
Rice — Pazo 23, Holderness 12, Kuykendall 10 
Assists 
Illinois-Chicago — Kozak 53 
Rice — Hoban 47 
Digs 
Illinois — Hrebic 16, McCarthy 12. Kufta 11 
Rice — Kirk 14. Hoban 13. Denneman 11, Pazo 10 

Attendance — 250 

RICE 
Campbell 28' 

Sept. 16, 2005 — Mean Green Soccer Complex 
Denton, Texas 

North Texas (5-2-1): Ellis: Mitchell, Marak, Weller; 
Slavonic, Lunsford, Hawkins, Campbell; Hurst, Cleve-
land, Yates; Substitutes: Cordon. Johnson, Radford, 
Swilley, Watts, Hutyra. 

Rice (44): Giese; Barber. B. Martin, Droeger; Serrano, 
Petric, Fadool,Lucas; Candee, Robbins,C. Martin; Sub 
stitutes: Conn, Bellow, Coralli, Wittig, Waite, Jaggers. 

CROSS COUNTRY 

2005 RICE INVITATIONAL 
Sept. 17, 2005 — Rice University 

Men's Team Results 
1. Rice 37 
2. Texas-Pan American 45 
3. Sam Houston State 72 
4. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 79 
5. Texas San Antonio 122 
6. Prairie View A&M 159 
7. Southwestern 199 
8. Southern 206 

Women's Team Results 
1. Rice 24 
2. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 52 
3. Texas San Antonio 84 
4. Stephen F. Austin 94 
5. Sam Houston State 141 
6. Texas-Pan American 155 
7. Southwestern 200 
8. Prairie View A&M 240 
9. Texas Southern 246 
10. Southern 296 

This week's boxscores brought to you by: 
14 consecutive Atlanta Braves division titles 
Another Braves-Astros NLDS? 
Free tickets would be nice 
"How Bad Do You Want It?" 
The hurricane that wasn't 
Too much drama 
Dangerous Dave's 21st birthday 
The two hottest quarterbacks at Rice! 

Big fan of Rice's golf 

team? 

We need a golf writer. 

Interested? 

E-mail us: 
f 

thresher-sports@rice.edu 

— Management 

-

mailto:thresher-sports@rice.edu
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C A L I j N M R 
FRIDAY 30 
Must... not.. . make joke about 
cigars and blue dresses 

Baker College hosts Baker 
Blues from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., for 
real this time, barring further 
postponement due to weather 
named after slang for alcohol. 
Finally, decent music ... I mean, 
um, I love hearing the same 12 
club mix songs every week. 

Hot dogs and soccer balls ... 
prize to the best joke submitted 
by next week's deadline 

Women's soccer takes on 
East Carolina at 7 p.m. at the 
Rice Soccer/Track and Field 
Stadium. Come early for free 
T-shirts and come hungry for 
25-cent hot dogs throughout the 
game. Or spend those two hours 
writing a joke, because I'm not 
kidding about the prize. 

You say play, I say ejecuclon 

The Hispanic studies depart-
ment sponsors El Dia Que Me 
Quieras, a play by Jose Ignacio 
Cabrujas, presented in Span-
ish. Curtains rise at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight and tomorrow and at 3 
p.m. Sunday at Hamman Hall. 
Student tickets cost $5; general 
admission is $15. 

"I've one thing to say and it's: 
Dammit, Janet, let's go to 
River Oaks" 

Landmark Theater River Oaks 
screens The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show at midnight 
tonight and tomorrow. Live 
acting troupe "The Beautiful 

Grail Lancelot — and no, Terry 
Gilliam didn't direct this one. 
The film is free and starts at 
3 p.m. at the Rice Media Center. 

Creatures" will accompany the 
feature in Rocky cult tradition. 

It's the end of the month as we 
know It 

Tomorrow marks the beginning 
of October, and with it come the 
cool breezes and graceful falling 
leaves of autumn ... until we 
remember we live in Houston. 
We do have more midterms, 
deadlines, fall break, Esperanza 
and NOD to look forward to, 
though, so keep an eye on the 
calendar for events updates. 

SUNDAY ^ 

Pick your penalty 

The Honor Council holds its 
annual Consensus Penalty 
Structure public forum from 
1 to 2 p.m. at Duncan Hall in 
room 1064. All students and 
faculty are encouraged to 
attend and share their opinions 
on penalties for academic 
misconduct. 

Marshall up some friends and 
cheer on the Owls 

Women's soccer takes the field 
against Marshall at 1 p.m. at the 
Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. 
Fun fact: Marshall's mascot is 
the Thundering Herd. Thunder, 
like hurricanes. Like the "hur-
ricane" we had last week ... and 
Rice beat that one, too. 

Existentialism and swords? Sign 
me up! 

The medieval studies depart-
ment screens Lancelot I)u IMC, 
an existential look at post-Holy 

MONDAY 3 How to be the next Dubya 

Career Services hosts "Oppor-
tunities in government: making 
your way through the red, 
white and blue tape" at 4 p.m. at 
the Career Services Center in 
the Rice Memorial Center. So 
many liberal slurs against civil 
servants, so little time. 

In case beer doesn't do the job 

I>earn to manage stress (without 
the substance abuse) and other 
"Secrets of academic success" at 
Wellness Center study breaks. 
Events begin at 
7:30 p.m. tonight at Brown 
College and continue tomorrow 
at Baker College and Wednes-
day at Sid Richardson College. 

THURSDAY 

Visit people who want to tell 
you how not to make money 

Arthur Andersen comes to 
speak at Rice. Gotcha! Instead, 
Career Services sponsors the 
Good Works Volunteer Fair for 
students interested in volun-
teering with nonprofit agencies 
from 12 to 4 p.m. in the Rice 
Memorial Center's Grand Hall. 

Get away with murder 

Rice Self Defense Club meets to 
beat each other up at 8 p.m. in 
the West Gym at Autry Court. 
I^earn how to thwart the poten-
tial rapist or plain old bad date. 

Sex and the citywide awareness 

The Women's Resource Center 

commemorates Breast Cancer 
Awareness Week with a special 
episode of Sex and the City 
to spark discussion of breast 
cancer awareness. Event begins 
at 8:30 p.m. in Meyer Lounge at 
the Rire Memorial Center. 

FRIDAY J 

Let the conference begin 

Women's volleyball trounces 
Tulsa in the semester's first 
Conference USA home game. 
Balls start flying at 7 p.m. at 
Autry Court. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mall: thresher-calendar@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar Editor, 

Thresher, MS-524 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

COFFEEHOUSE 
WELCOME BACK. 

Mon-Th 830 AM-midnight 
Fri 830 AM-5 PM 
Sun 8 PM-midnight 

www.ruf.rice.edu/~coffee/ coffee@rice.edu 

ESPRESSO. COFFEE. MIGHTY LEAF TEA. 
FREEZES. ITALIAN SODAS. WALLY 
BISCOTTI. OTIS SPUNKMEYER COOKIES. 
MUFFINS. BAGELS. 20 SYRUP FLAVORS. 
MUSIC. CUTE EMPLOYEES. AND MORE. 

m • • • 
" A 

> V' ' , ' 
« Jl J : 

IMMERSE YOURSELF ACADEMICALLY, CULTURALLY, AND PERSONALLY. 

'MZ; 

STUDY ABROAD Australia, Argentina, Chile. Costa Rica, England. Ireland. New Zealand, Northern Ireland. Mexico. Scotland, and Spain 

IFSA-Butler offers the best in academic programs and student services, including fully staffed overseas offices, 

a memorable on-site orientation, weekend excursions and adventure trips, personal predeparture advising, 

guaranteed housing, and a U.S. university transcript for easy credit transfer. 

Attend a Step One Session to find out more and to select the right program for you! 
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. in Meyer Conf Room, RMC 
Int'l Programs, 1st Floor Ley Student Center, e-mail: abroad@rice.edu 

Insti 

B U T L E R U N I V E R S I T Y 
Immerse Yourself. 

WWW.IFSA-BUTLER.ORG 800-858-0229 

mailto:thresher-calendar@rice.edu
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~coffee/
mailto:coffee@rice.edu
mailto:abroad@rice.edu
http://WWW.IFSA-BUTLER.ORG
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NOAA director to Houston: 
You just got WIRRICAW'H 

Hurricane Rita warnings revealed to be giant Ashton Kutcher-esque practical joke 
While relieved Houstonians 

may have been surprised to see 
H u r r i c a n e Rita miss Hous ton 
entirely, the even greater surprise 
was to find Rear Admiral Richard 
R. Behn, director of the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration, revealing that the 
hurricane's predicted path was a 
practical joke. 

Apparently, a high p ressure 
system in Mexico combined with 
the inevitable blast ing of hur-
ricane-themed music f rom Rice 
University inevitably drove the 
hurricane east. This information 

SEEN THAT MAP THAT/LOOKS LIKE A PENIS? 

A high pressure system to the south, combined with con-
stant playing of The Scorpions' "Here I Am (Rock You Like 
A Hurricane)" from Rice University, would obviously divert 
Hurricane Rita to the east. But NOAA didn't tell you that. 

was well known around N 0 AA offices 
but kept from the public. 

" D u d e , you to ta l ly j u s t go t 
WMftiCANF'd!" Behn said in a press 
conference while jumping up and 
down in an erratic manner, wearing 
a t rucker hat. "It was hilarious. You 
were all like, 'Oh no, we're all going 
to die, let's all drive away, I need to 
buy more water than is actually going 
to fall on Houston, ' hahaha!" 

However, this was not the first time 
a government official has used false 
warnings as a practical joke. Behn 
admits he was influenced by Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Direc-

tor Tom Ridge and 
his TnAoftiZF'd" 
pranks. During the 
fall of 2004, Ridge 
would r a n d o m l y 
raise the terror alert 
level to orange for no 
good reason besides 
a practical joke. 

"I saw how much 
fun Tommy was hav-
ing and how much 
people were freaking 
out over what was 
really nothing, and I 
wanted to have fun, 
too!" Behn said. 

W h i l e s o m e 
Houstonians were 
aghast to realize all 
their worries were 
just part of a big joke, 
others have respond-
ed with laughter and 
merriment. 

"Af te r all t h e 
death, destruction 
and political corrup-
tion of Hurr icane 
Katrina, it's nice to 

REAR ADMIRAL/ITS SEXUAL 

Rear Admiral Richard R. Behn just 
totally WMtiCAtfF d you. It was hilari-
ous, you should have seen your face 
when you thought that Houston was 
going to be destroyed by a Category 
5 hurricane and you were stuck on 
1-45 north for 8 hours. 

see the NOAA still has a sense of 
humor to help cheer us all up," 
Brown College junior Alan Grant 
said. "Sure, we missed Families 
Weekend, Baker Blues, three days 
of classes and the Dalai Lama. But 
that 's what makes it so funny." 

B e h n h a s h in t ed tha t h i s 
"fllfltttfCANF'd" practical joke went 
so well that other weather agencies 
are planning on copying it, with 
the Japan Meterological Agency 
hosting "TVWlOOM'd"and the World 
Health Organization working on 

A v i a n F i i ' d 

You can catch Rear Admiral 
Richard R. Behn's antics on the 
Weather Channel's new hit show 
HMfttCANF d. ' 

You missed the Dalai Lama. So what The real problem is you missed the Dalai 
Lama backpage. Some select choice cuts from the cancelled backpage: 

Ask 
a lama 

expert 
Dr. Court "Action" 

Jackson is an expert 
Ph.D. in the studies of 
Lamaology and Lama-
ography. He will answer 
any questions you might have about 
the visiting Dalai Lama. 

BP: Why was the Dalai Lama speaking 
at Autry Court? 

CJ:The Dalai Lama requested to speak 
at Autry because it reminds him of 
his youth spent playing basketball in 
Tibet's urban centers. Did you know 
that at one time, the Dalai Lama was 
one of Tibet 's best power forwards? 

BP: Can I have my own Dalai lama? 
CJ: I would not recommend it Dalai 
l iunas are very social creatures. If kept 
in captivity, there must always be at least 
two, ortheLamawill become depressed 
and not ea t Did you know that the 
Dalai l a m a can eat his own weight in 
eucalyptus leaves every day? 

BP: How many licks to the center of 
a Dalai Lama? 
CJ: Just one well-placed lick. 

i- <v. 

Kk m. 

The Dalai Lama needs to get from the Sallyport to Autry Court so he can give his 
speech, but he needs your help! Go through the maze, but watch out for Baker 13, 
parties, velociraptors. Hurricane Rita and Chinese imperialists! 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.cdu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

TUTOR FROM YOUR room. Do 
homework; talk on the phone; watch 
TV until a student logs on and needs 
help. Easy online interface, PC re-
quired. Minimum six hours per week 
required. Flexible hours 2 p.m.-12 a.m. 
Sun.-Thurs. Starting at $6 per hour. E-
mail info@generalacademic.com. 

TUTORS WANTED. Learning Squared 
needs tutors for mathematics, chem-
istry, physics, biology, Spanish and 
economics. Good pay. Flexible hours. 
Office close to campus. No house calls. 
(713) 528-7085. 

BARTENDERS WANTED! $250 per 
day potential. No experience neces-
sary. Training provided. Age 18+ OK. 
(800) 965-6520 ext. 289. 

WILLYS PUB 

Monday 10/3 

Tuesday 10/4 

Wednesday 10/5 

Thursday 10/6 

Est. 1 9 7 5 

Happenings at the PUB 
for the week of 10/3/05 

Open Mic Monday - Come show your skills' 

hosted by Jordan Allen 

Will Rice P u b Night!!! 

'bring your Rice ID to get in! 

Trivia Competition 11pm-midnight 

Trivia! Win $20 in Willy Bucks 

Fall Break P u b Night 

Come celebrate the four day weekend! 

Don't go home hungry!! 
EAT PIZZA, SUBS, & BAR FOOD 

We are open 'til 1 am Mondays and 
'til 2am Tuesday - Thursday 

DOWNTOWN LAW FIRM looking for 
assistant Fax resume to (713) 659-5556 
or e-mail poissant@sbcglobal. net. Some 
computer knowledge required. 

SATURDAY NIGHT baby-s i t t e r . 
Galleria area family with two young 
children looking for friendly, loving 
Sat. night/weekend hours babysitter. 
References and experience required. 
(713) 627-1680. 

NEED TRUSTWORTHY animal lover to 
sit for my dog Sunday night until Thurs-
day night until end of December. Need 
the sitter to walk Angus in the morning 
and evenings. Galleria area. Contact 
lsears@kpmg.com or (713) 48(M522. 

CONTEMPORARY ART gallery look-
ing for energetic, reliable assistant. 
Hours of the gallery are Wed. - Sat., 
11:30-5:30. Part-time available. E-mail 
resume to poissant@sbcglobal.net or 
call Amanda at (713) 880-5553 for more 
information. 

SEASONAL AND PART-TIME staff 
wanted. Pay rate $8-20 per hour. 
Entertainment casino party dealers 
for corporate and holiday events. 
Flexible hours and paid on a weekly 
basis (training provided), call Hous-
ton Event Planning, Inc., at: (713) 
541-1000 ext. 221. 

SEEKING KID-LOVING baby-sitter. 
Mature and responsible person to 
transport six-year-old boy and fifth 
grade girl from school and watch Mon. 
- Fri. afternoons from 2:30-6:30. Call 
(713) 202-6262 or (281) 822-0272. 

LOOKING FOR back-up band for 
our new pop/rock male artist. Must 
be open to travel. Pay TBD. E-mail 
info@joshduffyonline.com for audition 
information. Need lead, acoustic, key-
boards and drums. J America Music: 
(713) 880-2027. 

PART-TIME ASSISTANT needed 
Tues. and Thurs. Very articulate,good 
phone voice, good computer skills. $9 
per hour. Call, (800) 352-3395. 

P / T POSITIONS for honest and de-
pendable students to sell and market 
organic produce, eggs, honey and 
native hibiscus flowers at the Urban 
Harvest Market in Houston. Please 
contact us at rbost@vbihibscus.com. 

HOUSING 

MED CENTER/CLOSE to Rice. Fur-
nished one-bedroom, $625 or Studio, 
$525 with W/D. Free cable and water 
(forstudents).$199move special until 
Sept. 30. Gated community, covered 
parking, located on bus lines. Call 
(832) 643-2888. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Grad students 
- don't live in the lab. One-bedroom 
apartment in quiet building at 4001 
Greeley. Hardwood floors, great closet 
space, window unit air, on-site laundry. 
$525 with lease and deposit. Andover: 
(713) 524-3344. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. One-bedroom 
apartments in an updated 1960s building 
at 1301 Richmond. Hardwood floors, cen-
tral air and heat and dishwashers in most 
units. Bike to Rice. $540-780 with lease 
and deposit Andover. (713) 524-3344. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

EGG DONORS needed to help infer-
tile couples. Work with experienced 
agency. $5,000 compensation/cycle. 
Monitoring in Medical Center. Age 
18-31, healthy with normal reproductive 
cycles, nonsmoker, intelligent, attrac-
tive. (866) 517-7513 or (713) 532-0664. 
Ask for Renee or Catherine. 

EGG DONORS needed. $10,000 (plus 
all expenses). We are seeking women 
who are attractive, under the age of 29, 
SAT 1300+, physically fit and maintain 
a healthy lifestyle. If you have a desire 
to help an infertile family and would 
like more information please contact 
us. E-mail: darlene@aperfectmatch.com, 
visit www.aperfectmatch.com, or call 
(800) 264-8828. 

SPRING BREAK 2006 with Student 
Travel Services to Jamaica, Mexico, 
Bahamas and Florida. Are you con-
nected? Sell trips, earn cash and travel 
free! Call for group discounts. Info/ 
Reservations (800) 648-4849. 

CREDITSCORE SUCCESS. GetCRED-
CATED! Learn the unknown secrets to 
yourcredit score success and get a FREE 
CD at www.FICOSUCCESS.com. 

THRESHER HOPES everyone re-
turned back to Houston safely. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are cis follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 

Attn: Classifieds 
6 1 0 0 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3974 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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