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Club lacrosse teams suspended for hazing 
by Jenny Rees 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The men's and women's club 
> lacrosse teams have been suspended 
for violating the Alcohol Policy and 
hazing new members at an off-cam-
pus party hosted by the teams Dec. 
3. In a letter sent to the team captains 
Friday, Assistant Dean of Student 
Judicial Programs Don Ostdiek said 

, the teams are dissolved until at least 
Fall 2006. 

"Effective immediately, the club 
must discontinue its activities at Rice 
and cease any use of Rice facilities or 
resources or use of the Rice name," 
the letter states. "No students may 
participate in matches or meets as 

' 'Rice Lacrosse' members." 
At the party, known as "initiation," 

about 20 new members of the men's 
and women's teams were handcuffed 
together in pairs using novelty metal 
handcuffs. Each pair was given a fifth 
of a gallon of hard liquor — about 25 
ounces — to drink. 

Two of the new members of 
the men's team and two of the new 
members of the women's team were 
hospitalized for alcohol-related ill-
nesses the night of the party, the 
letter states. 

"There is no doubt that the event 
was a new player initiation, that al-
cohol was served, that a significant 
portion of the alcohol provided was 
designated for the new players ('the 
rookies') to drink, and that the new 
players were asked to drink very large 
amounts of alcohol as part of their 
initiation," the letter states. 

The captains of the men's and 
women's teams were suspended for 
three semesters, members of the 
teams said. 

The captains of the men's team 
are Martel College senior Rob Gil-
lette, Will Rice College senior Chris 
Sramek and Hanszen College junior 
Sam Symonds. The captains of the 
women's team are Brown College ju-
nior Laura Barnes and Sid Richardson 
College senior Amanda Cahn. 

The captains declined to comment 
on the case. 

Ostdiek said in investigating the 
case, he spoke with 40-50 members 
of the teams. He said he originally 
heard about the party through con-
versations with students. 

The Party 
The men's lacrosse team tradition-

ally holds a party the last day of class-
es in the fall semester, and the party 
typically includes an initiation for 
new members, team members said. 
This year, the men's and women's 
teams held separate events before 
coming together for a joint party. At 
the men's event, new members were 
divided into small groups to perform 
"challenges," such as bowling in 
their underwear, recruiting non-Rice 
women to attend the party and build-
ing a mascot that could also be used 
as a bong. At the women's event, new 
members cooked dinner for the rest 
of the team. 

At about 9:30 p.m., the women's 

team arrived at the Chaucer House, 
joining the men's party already 
underway. The new members were 
handcuffed together in male-female 
pairs and were given the fifths of 
liquor, including gin, rum, vodka 
and whiskey. 

In the letter, Ostdiek said the 
teams violated the Alcohol Policy, 
which specifies that student organiza-
tions holding events with alcohol on 
or off campus must take reasonable 
precautions that alcohol will not be 
consumed by students not of legal age 
or by any individual who is already 
intoxicated. 

The teams also violated the Code of 
Student Conduct's prohibition against 
hazing, Ostdiek said in the letter. 

"There is no reasonable explana-
tion of this event that can avoid its 
obvious hazing aspects," the letter 
states. "On its face, a club handcuff-
ing its new members together, first in 
private and later in a public venue, and 
encouraging them to drink excessive, 
dangerous amounts of alcohol is an 

extreme example of hazing. It was 
humiliatingto the students and placed 
these students at grave risk." 

The code defines hazing as "any 
act which endangers the mental or 
physical health or safety of a student, 
or which destroys or removes public 
or private property, for the purpose of 
membership and/or association with 
a group, including a group of students 
pressuring another to engage in such 
conduct." 

Jones College freshman Sean Brit-
ton, who participated in the initiation, 
said he does not think the events that 
took place were hazing. Britton said 
the captains informed the first-year 
team members beforehand that they 
were not required to participate. 

"Not under any definition was 
anything remotely like hazing going 
on," Britton said. "I knew I didn't have 
to if I didn't want to." 

Britton said several junior and 
senior members of the team have 
never participated in an initiation 

See LACROSSE, page 8 
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Taking a stand 
The Women's Resource Center displays T-shirts made during the Clothesline Project this 
week In Kelley Lounge in the Student Center. Students affected by rape decorated and dis-
played T-shirts about their experiences that will remain in the Kelley Lounge through Wednes-
day as part of Stop Violence Against Women Week. 

Seven positions unfilled 
in SA General Elections 

by Stephanie Jennings 
THRESHER STAFE 

With only five races contested, the Student 
Association General Elections will begin next 
Friday at midnight and run until 1 pm, Feb. 23. 
Three candidates are running for SA president: 
James Lloyd, Harry Long, and Jo Kent and 
Noorain Khan. Kent, a Baker College junior, 
and Khan, a Martel College junior, will run 
on the same ticket. Lloyd is a Brown College 
junior. Long is a Jones College junior. 

Last year, four candidates ran for SA presi-
dent Eight candidates ran in 2003, and two 
ran in 2002. 

Participation in the elections, which deter-
mine the leaders of blanket-tax organizations, 
remains about the same as in past years, SA 
President Derrick Matthews said. 

"We're missing a few petitions," Matthews, 

New literary magazine 
R2 to publish in April 

by Sarah Taylor 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The Rice campus will find out what R2 
is when a new campus literary magazine 
publishes this spring. The journal, R2: The 
Rice Review, will award cash prizes to its 
top submitters in poetry and fiction. R2 
is not affiliated with University Blue, the 
existing literary magazine supported by 
blanket-tax funds. U. Blue will continue to 
publish annually, U. Blue co-Editor in Chief 
John Koch said. 

Founded by English Professor Justin 
Cronin and some of the students in his 
creative writing courses, the free journal 
will distribute in April. Cronin, who teaches 
ENGL 301: Creative Writing: Fiction 
and ENGL 401: Advanced Creative Writing: 
Fiction, said he envisions the magazine as a 
way for student writers to gain experience 
publishing poetry and prose. 

"R2 will essentially be a vehicle for stu-
dents to enhance their visibility as authors," 
Cronin said. 

Koch, a Brown College senior, said he wel-

comes the publication of a new magazine. 
"1 think R2 will provide an additional outlet 

for students involved in creative writing and, 
subsequently, increase awareness of literary 
magazines at Rice," Koch said. 

A student editorial board began meeting 
early in the semester and will oversee R2s 
publication. Cronin will serve as the group's 
faculty adviser. 

Cronin, an English professor at Rice for two 
years, said he brings prior experience to the 
project. He was the adviser to a student literary 
magazine at La Salle University in Philadelphia, 
where he taught for 11 years. 

Wiess College junior Ann Chou, a mem-
ber of the editorial board, said R2 differs 
from U. Blue in that it accepts only written 
submissions. 

"R2 is not an arts publication," Chou said. 
"It's all about the writing." 

The only art in the magazine will be on the 
cover, she said. A competition for the cover art 
was concluded earlier this week. 

Last year. Koch said almost half of the 
pieces published in U. Blue were visual art 

See R2, page 5 

a Will Rice College senior, said. "But all in all, 
it's about just as it was last year." 

Of the 25 races, 13 are uncontested, and 
another seven are under-contested. No peti-
tions were submitted for Campanile editor 
in chief or SA treasurer, and not enough peti-
tions were submitted for Honor Council class 
representatives or for University Court senior 
representative. Last year, eight positions were 
under-contested. Only 4 of the 27 available 
were contested. 

Contested positions include SA president, 
Sammy the Owl, U. Court junior class repre-
sentative and secretary and treasurer of Rice 
Student Volunteer Program. 

Spring Elections will be held to elect Honor 
Council at-large representatives and fill any 
unfilled positions from the current elections. If 
positions remain unfilled after the Spring Elec-

See ELECTIONS, page 7 

I N S I D E 

Can you clarify that? 
If you didn't get your fill of town 

meetings in the run-up to November's 
U.S. presidential election, show up at 
Farnsworth Pavilion Monday night for 
the Student Association presidential 
debate at 7 p.m. What else would you do 
on Valentine's Day? 

Candidates James Lloyd, Harry I>ong 
and Jo Kent and Noorain Khan will discuss 
campus issues, and the event will be tele-
vised by Rice Broadcast Television. For off-
campus students, the event will be webcast 
at http://webcast.rice.edu. 

Don't forget your blankets 
Dress warmly for this weekend's 

baseball games at Minute Maid Park, which 
has no heating system. 

The 1-0 baseball team will face 
No. 23 Oklahoma State today at noon, 
No. 13 Texas A&M tomor row at 
7 p.m. and No. 10 Baylor Sunday at 
2:30 p.m. Rice is a combined 9-3 in four 
appearances at the Minute Maid Park Col-
lege Classic, including three wins over Bay-
lor and a 1-1 record against A&M. The Owls 
open play in the 2005 Silver Glove Series 
Tuesday at UH's Cougar Field at 4 p.m. 

OPINION Page 3 
The only good sports are free sports 

A&E Page 1 1 
Giving up on The O.C. 

SPORTS Page 13 
A beautiful weekend for indoor baseball 

Quote of the Week 
"It was completely voluntary. They were doing 
this because it was something fun to do. It 
wasn't something they had to get through to 
stay on the team." 
— Will Rice College sophomore Kurt Nehrenz, 
a member of the men's club lacrosse team. 
(See story, page 1). 

Scoreboard 
Baseball 
Central Missouri State 2, Rice 5 
Men's Basketball 
Rockhurst 63, Rice 82 
UTEP 73. Rice 71 
Women's Tennis 
LSU 3, Rice 4 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Mostly cloudy, 48-62 degrees 
Saturday 
Some showers, 56-64 degrees 
Sunday 
Thunderstorms, 55-67 degrees 

http://webcast.rice.edu
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Penalties too harsh for 
lacrosse captains 

We may never know exactly what happened at the Dec. 3 
lacrosse party that led to Friday's suspension of both club 
teams (See story, page 1). We do, however, think the indi-
vidual penalties handed down to the men's and women's 
captains — three semesters suspension each — are unduly 
harsh. 

We agree with the administration's decision to hold the 
captains to a reasonable degree of responsibility as team lead-
ers, but the length of the suspensions is unreasonable. Other 
judicial violations receive lesser penalties; for example, the 
consensus penalty for an Honor Code violation is currently 
an "F" in the course and two semesters suspension, and 
first-time offenders often receive an "F" and one semester 
suspension. The lacrosse captains' mistakes do not warrant 
such severe sanctions. 

We do not dispute the suspension of the teams; we ac-
knowledge that team members violated the Alcohol Policy 
by providing alcohol to minors. While we're divided on 
whether three semesters is too long a suspension for the 
team, we agree that the university must enforce the Alcohol 
Policy so it remains legitimate. 

Another important issue arising from the team's party is 
one that no one is talking about. With clubs facing disciplinary 
measures for violating the Alcohol Policy, on-or off-campus, 
we hope students will remember they can call Emergency 
Medical Services without having to worry about police or 
disciplinary action. Police are not supposed to respond to 
an EMS call without a request from the responding EMTs. 
Students' lives should not be endangered because their 
friends are afraid to call EMS. 

We hope something good can ultimately come of this 
debacle. The Code of Student Conduct is remarkably vague 
about what constitutes hazing, and we think the university 
should consider changing the code's definition of hazing to 
one more in line with Texas state law. We also suggest that 
the university take steps to ensure that all club presidents 
are aware of their responsibility to the university with respect 
to the Alcohol Policy. 

Where have all the 
candidates gone? 

We were disappointed to see only five contested elections 
in this year's Student Association General Elections. (See 
story, page 1). 

We can understand some of the uncontested elections, but 
it is especially disillusioning to see under-contested elections 
for Honor Council and University Court representatives, 
Campanile editor in chief, and SA treasurer 

The general elections are one way for students to get 
involved and take ownership of campus organizations, and 
we hope more people will lake the chance to get involved 
by running in the SA's Spring Elections, when the under-
contested positions will be filled. 

And while we do not endorse candidates, we have to 
admit that we're excited to see not one, but two candidates 
for Sammy the Owl, one of the more important positions 
on the ballot. 

Competition healthy for 
literary rivals 

If nothing else, the new literary magazine R2: The Rice 
Review has been heavily publicized. After a week of wondering 
about the Ayn Rand-esque mystery of "What is R2?" we now 
know that R2 will attempt to take its place alongside University 
Blue as on-campus publishers of student literature. 

However, U. Blue still has its corner on the visual art 
market and its blanket-tax status, not to mention its much-
debated and highly anticipated constitution. They may not 
be in direct competition with each other, but the two pub-
lications should push and challenge each other to greater 
heights this year. After all, a little healthy competition never 
hurt anybody. 

We hope the presence of a second literary magazine will 
further creative writing at Rice; we're all academs at heart, 
especially on this staff. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

0 . 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Threshe r crossed 
line with Backpage 
To the editor: 

Last week's Backpage (Feb. 4) 
was disrespectful and offensive. It is 
one thing for the Thresher to espouse 
liberal views, but quite another to 
odiously attack conservatives, Presi-
dent George W. Bush-supporters, 
pro-lifers and Christians for the sake 
of a laugh. The homeless and Bush 
cartoons could be characterized as 
political satire that even conserva-
tives could laugh off, but the abortion 
and Christian parodies are not only 
insulting, but also unnecessarily crass. 
Conservative students will always be 
a minority on this campus, but there is 
a line of good taste that the Thresher 
should respect when trying to inteiject 
humor into its publication. 

Katelin Delano 
Lovett sophomore 

Backpage not funny, 
demeaned females 

To the editor: 
The Backpage's utilization of 

Strawberry Shortcake and Rainbow 
Brite to promote abortions as empow-
erment for females was uninformed 
and shortsighted. 

The availability of abortions as a 
means to correct a Mure to abstain, or 
at least a means of conception control, 
plays into the hands of domestically 
violent males. It is just another way to 
torture the female body in the face of 
masculine dominance and lust. Labeling 
it as a method of birth control, further-
more, seems to encourage carelessness 
at the hands of young adults. 

I realize this contribution to the 
Thresher was meant to have comedic 
value, but in my opinion, it failed. In-
stead of providing a page that further 
diminishes the position of females, 
couldn't the Backpage instead have at-
tacked the people of a different faith? 

Mathias Ricken 
Sid Richardson '04 

Liberals must also 
protect the unborn 
To the editor: 

Regarding last week's abortion 
article ("Pro-Bush, 'pro-life' are incom-
patible," Feb. 4): I have organized trips 
to the Walls Unit in Huntsville, home 
of the Texas execution chamber, to 
protest state-sponsored killing 1 pro-
tested the war in Iraq, tryingtostopthat 
far-away bloodbath. 

And on Saturday mornings, I go to 
the Planned Parenthood abortion clin-
ic, not with the raucous demeanor of an 
anti-war rally, but with quiet resolution 
to stop the slaughter that has robbed 
us of a fourth of our generation — the 
slaughter of abortion, which continues 
at a rate above 1.3 million per year in this 
country alone, according to the Alan 
Guttmacher Institute, the research arm 
of Planned Parenthood. 

It is right to oppose the death 
penalty. It is right to oppose unjust 
war. It is right to support strict envi-
ronmental regulation to protect the 
planet. The enduring virtue of leftism 
is the heartfelt desire to protect the 
lowly, defend the downtrodden and 
uphold the dignity of the forsaken. It 
does this for those on death row. It 
does this for the people of Iraq. 

However, when it comes to the 
very weakest—the utterly voiceless, 
the unborn — mainstream leftism 
forsakes its heart, consigning the un-
born to a horrific, disgusting death at 
a rate that truly deserves the moniker 
"America's Holocaust." The slaugh-
ter must stop. We on the left and those 
on the right must work together to 
build a real culture of life. 

Adam Larson 
Will Rice senior 

Both abortion 
positions consistent 
To the editor: 

The pro-life movement stands 
against abortion. The movement does 
not take a stance on the death penalty, 
the war in Iraq or environmental is-
sues. It is neutral on numerous other 
political issues that affect the quality 
of American life. 

"Pro-life" can be interpreted to 
mean many tilings, but as far as the 
recent pro-life movement in the United 
States, the term has consistently meant 
anti-abortion. While an anti-death 
penalty or anti-war movement could 
have adopted the name, neither did. 
Though the literal meaning of the name 
maybe ambiguous, the philosophy and 
position of the pro-life movement are 
clear and consistent. 

The same lack of clarity in the mean-
ing of a name exists in the prochoice 
movement. The pro-choice movement 
supported the presidential candidate 
John Kerry. Kerry did not advocate 
tax cuts so that individuals could have 
the choice of how to s|x>nd or invest 
their money. Does this mean that the 
pro-choice movement is inconsistent? 
Of course not; the prochoice m< >vement 
is clear that its stance is pro-abortion. 
Both movements have been constant 
on their |x>sitions and have supported 
the [x >liticians that share their stanc< • < >n 
abortion. The pro-life movement justifi-

ably supports Bush, who has clearly 
advocated his stance against abortion 

Cristina Balderrama 
Lovett freshman 

Pro-abortion stance 
is not \pro-choice' 
To the editor: 

We pro-Bush individuals are indeed 
anti-abortion, and we are also pro-life 
Furthermore, those who are pro-abor 
tion are not "pro-choice" in the least 
By committing a murder by means of 
abortion, you are violating the unborn 
human child's right to a future choice 

As for the accusations about Bush 
not being pro-life in other areas, the 
majority of emphysema, asthma 
and cancer cases have always been 
among smokers and ex-smokers 
The contribution of pollution to these 
diseases will always be negligible by 
comparison. And as for the execu-
tion of criminals, why shouldn't we 
reserve the option to kill those who 
have killed and raped others with 
no mercy? Lethal injection is for 
those who have proven that they 
are unworthy of life. Abortion is 
for the innocent who have become 
inconvenient to those who have no 
sense of responsibility. 

Sec LETTERS, pag- 4 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
m Letters to the editor should 
be sent to the Thresherby e-mail 
to thresher&rice.edu Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length 
The Thresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

• We accept display ant 
classified adver t isements . 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at thresher-ads&rice. 
edu or (713)348-3967 for more 
information 
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Guest column 

THE RICE THRESHER OPINION FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11,2005 

Grad students need first-class insurance 
A first-class research university 
needs to attract the best graduate stu-
dentsfrom around the country and pro-
vide them the means to a reasonable, 
modest quality of life. This 
includes affordable access 
to quality health insurance. 
Unfortunately, Rice remains 
far from this goal. 

Rice requires that all 
students show proof of 
health insurance. For 
most undergraduates, this 
is not an issue, because 
undergraduates are usu-
ally still eligible for their 
parents' health insurance. 
However, most graduate 
students at Rice have to find their 
own coverage, and this often means 
buying the "Rice plan" — a plan 
selected by the Student Health Insur-
ance Committee that can be charged 
through the Cashier's Office along 
with our other fees. 

The cost of the Rice plan has 
risen over the last few years, 
and in some cases the increases 
have been significant (as much as 
181 percent in 2004-'05). Recogniz-
ing the difficulties this presented for 
graduate students, in 2002 the Gradu-
ate Studies Office began offering a 
$500 subsidy toward the purchase of 
the Rice plan for supported graduate 
students (those receiving stipends) 
in Ph.D. programs. 

Thisyear.the Rice plan cost$l,769 
for an individual student, the highest 
premium in the plan's history, even 
though the benefits were reduced to 
prevent an even higher increase. To 
help offset the increase, the subsidy 
was raised to $1,000, making the annu-
al cost of the Rice plan $769. Graduate 
student stipends, on which most of us 
live exclusively, are roughly between 
$13,000 and $23,000 per year. 

Marcos 
Huerta 

Faced with rising premiums and 
declining coverage, the Graduate 
Student Association formed a task 
force last summer to compare how 

Rice's graduate student 
health insurance cover-
age measures up to other 
schools, as well as to the 
plan offered to Rice faculty 
and staff. 

In the end, Rice did 
not stack up against other 
schools terribly well. While 
some universities do not of-
fer any assistance for insur-
ance, several more cover 
100 percent of the premium. 
For example, two other pri-

vate schools, Brown University and 
the University of Pennsylvania, pay 
100 percent of premiums that are 
almost $2,000, which is much more 
generous than Rice's 56 percent 
of $1,769. 

In addition, Rice makes very 
sizable contributions to the health 
insurance premiums of Rice faculty 
and staff. The university offers four 
different plans to its employees of 
various cost and quality, but con-
sistently pays about 80 percent of 
individual employees' premiums. 
Even if a spouse is added, which 
greatly increases the premium. Rice 
pays 70 percent of the premium cost 
for its employees. 

It is more than just the cost of the 
premium that is creating financial 
difficulty for graduate students; it is 
the poor coverage of the Rice plan 
itself. In addition to a large deduct-
ible and a low cap on prescription 
drug coverage, the plan only pays 
70 percent of medical expenses. For 
students facing serious illnesses or 
accidents, 30 percent of their medical 
bills can be overwhelming. The task 
force heard from one student whose 

30 percent share of a car accident was 
more than $10,000, and another who 
may have to drop out of graduate 
school because the cost of treating 
a chronic health condition on the 
current Rice plan is impossible on a 
graduate stipend. 

Rice faces many challenges in 
providing health care to graduate 
students. We are a small-risk pool 
with a high claims history and must 
contend with a for-profit health-care 
industry in a region of high medical 
costs. Unfortunately, very little can 
be done about these factors. 

However, the GSA task force did 
make several recommendations de-
signed to improve health insurance 
for graduate students. The first is 
simply a higher percentage of sub-
sidization, ideally 100 percent. This 
would put Rice in the same league as 
Brown, Penn and many others—and 
eliminate the financial burden of the 
premium for graduate students. 

Rice must also increase the 
benefits of the Rice plan. We cur-
rently have a no-win situation: a 
plan that costs too much (relative 
to most graduate student incomes), 
especially for healthy students, but 
that pays too little in the event of 
sickness or injury. Both problems 
must urgently be addressed. 

Overall, Rice is currently in the 
middle of the pack compared to other 
universities on health insurance for 
graduate students. Are we content 
to be average? 

Marcos Huerta is a physics and as-
tronomy graduate student and GSA 
internal vice president. Biochemistry 
and cell biology graduate student and 
GSA representative Angela Hvitved 
contributed to this article. The GSA 
task force report is available at 
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~gsa. 

Rice Voices 

New Iraq faces challenges familiar to U.S. 
I m a g i n e tha t for half a century or 
more, your ethnic or racial group was 
unable to vote. Imagine that stifled 
voices and unheeded concerns fell 
on the closed ears of a 
dominant group focused 
on maintaining the status 
quo of political, social and 
economic power. 

This very scenario is a 
reality not far behind us in 
the United States; it is even 
more recent in Iraq. As we 
move into Black History 
Month and as the founda-
tions of a new Iraq are being 
laid, it is useful to observe 
what American history can 
tell us about the challenges that are just 
now beginning to surface in Iraq. 

Within the last few years, a rumor 
has been circulating in the black com-
munity that in 2007, blacks will lose the 
right to vote because the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 will be up for review. This 
rumor gained currency, and angry 
petitions were sent nationwide. 

Provisions in the Voting Rights Act 
are indeed up for review and possible 
renewal by Congress in 2007; however, 
all blacks are already guaranteed the 
right to vote by the 15th Amendment, 
ratified in 1870. So blacks will have 
nothing to worry about in 2007. Yet the 
third Civil War constitutional amend-
ment was not always so sacred. 

Despite the high number of blacks 
voting between 1865 and 1880 — on 
an absolute basis, more blacks were 
elected to political office during this 
period than at any other time in 
American history—by the 1890s, lo-
cal and state authorities had enacted 
numerous ways to stop blacks from 
voting, including literacy tests, poll 
taxes and grandfather clauses. 

For almost a century, blacks fought 
against this discrimination and dis-
enfranchisement. It was not until the 
1965Voting Rights Act that prohibitions 
against voting could no longer be em-
ployed in defiance of federal law. 

The right to vote is such an 

Veronica 
Patton 

ingrained concept that many never 
think of living without it, but the idea 
that the government could effectively 
silence a significant portion of the 

population was a reality in 
this country. And in Iraq, 
the same thing happened 
for 50 years. 

In a day destined for 
fu ture his tory books, 
Jan. 30 marked Iraq's first 
free elections in half a 
century. This day heralded 
a new era for the troubled 
nation, but what do these 
elections truly herald? 

From the reports of the 
first few days following the 

elections, it seems as if the struggle 
has only just begun. Both Iraqi and 
Western officials have noted the politi-
cal divisions in the nation. The Sunnis, 
who constitute only 20 percent of the 
population but have dominated poli-
tics since the creation of the nation in 
1920, nowface an emerging paradigm 
shift. The growing power of the major-
ity Shiites in contrast to the increasing 
isolation of the Sunnis brings to light 
troubling questions about the nature 
of the new political order. 

Looking at American and Iraqi 
histories, one question comes to mind: 
How can a state make sure that each 
group has a voice and a say in the 
shaping of policy? For blacks, even 
a constitutional amendment was not 
enough. A separate act enforced by the 
president and federal officials had to be 
set in place, and if the election process 
in Florida is any indication, even that 
is not enough. 

The restructuring of a nation's 
government after a turbulent war 
— whether it is the Civil War or the 
war on Saddam Hussein's regime 
— tests the rights of every group in-
volved and forces the establishment of 
mechanisms to manage growing sup-
pression, alienation and anger. Nowthe 
Sunnis, perhaps realizing the political 
effect of their self-imposed isolation, 
have called for a say in the drafting of 

the constitution and for places in the 
national assembly. But will these calls 
be heeded after the Sunnis purposely 
boycotted the elections? The Shiites 
now have the power to block those 
who once ruled them. Fairness must 
now play into a society rife with the 
simmering anger of decades of repres-
sion, fear and war. 

When I think of the gains blacks 
have made in this country, it makes 
me proud. But to think that it took 
nearly 100 years to truly be able to 
vote makes me worry for the future 
of the Iraqi democracy. 

Veronica Patton is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 

Guest column 

For Owl fans, best things 
in life should be free 
At t h e men's basketball game 
Saturday night, I was standing 
in the nosebleed section. I had 
arrived at the game 25 minutes 
before tip-off, and that 
was pretty much the 
best seat I could get. 

This is far from a 
complaint; it was great 
seeing so many Rice 
s tuden t s come out 
to support the team. 
Showing up to a game 
is the most powerful 
way to support any Rice 
team. If you want to do 
more, you can help or-
ganize different events 
to draw students out to games 
by joining an appropriate club or 
organization. 

But under no circumstances 
should a student have to pay money 
to display his support of Rice athlet-
ics. I'm taking specific issue here 
with the Student Owl Club. 

I understand the intentions of 
the Student Owl Club: Get stu-
dents personally invested in Rice 
athletics so that they care more 
deeply while they are students 
and also continue to care when 
they become alumni. I think that 
is an admirable goal. 

It quickly becomes less admi-
rable when you realize that to join 
this club you have to fork over 
$25.1 am not going to argue about 
the specific amount, because any 
amount is too much. Not to pinch 
pennies, but as a student, I already 
pay for the athletics program 
through my fees and tuition. I am 
already financially invested. 

Furthermore, I thought I could 
show my support by attending 
games. But now, unless I wear the 
blue "Go Rice Owls" bracelet, I will 
forever be branded as a second-rate 
supporter of Rice varsity teams. 
This would be enough to upset any 
student, but especially students 
who have gone above and beyond 
to show their support for Rice 
athletics in the past. Essentially, 
by announcing this fee to join, the 
Student Owl Club gives me notice 
that the sum total of my contribu-
tion of getting other students to 
games, and my own presence at 
games over the past three years, is 
worth less than $25. Ouch. 

I am also worried that the 
Student Owl Club will deter 
students from attending athletic 
events in the future. By joining 
the Student Owl Club, you gain 

Derrick 
Matthews 

access to all sorts of good things, 
like the ability to travel and prior-
ity tickets. And I have to assume 
that in an attempt to attract more 

members, these perks 
will expand over time. 
But what if you naively 
thought that you could 
support Rice athletics 
with your attendance 
and not your wallet? You 
are suddenly doomed to 
experience the fate of a 
second-class fan. 

While in the real 
world it may be accept-
able for those who have 
money to get ridiculous 

access to better seats and better 
games, I cannot approve of that 
at Rice. There is a reason we all 
pay the same amount for athletics, 
and it is unfair to demand more. 
Students who are not members of 
the Student Owl Club will quickly 
tire of being treated differently, 
and we will see the extinction of 
a large fan base known as the vast 
majority of the student body. 

Furthermore, the Student Owl 
Club is simply the student version 
of the Owl Club. I bring this up 
because it is not an independent 
student organization. This alone 
does not make the Student Owl 
Club evil, but it is important to 
point out that it is not entirely 
student-driven. Even if students 
help out with it now, it will not 
take long for the effectiveness of 
an organization meant to change 
student attitudes and behaviors 
to fail if it is not truly in the hands 
of students. There is a fine but 
important line of working with the 
Owl Club and working for it. 

Students who cannot or do 
not want to give $25 should not 
be treated as second-class fans, 
especially considering that every 
Rice student is necessarily already 
a financial contributor to Rice ath-
letics. There will be plenty of time 
to show our financial support of 
the university through donations 
to whatever program we think is 
deserving of our money after we 
graduate. But until then, I would 
urge everyone to remember that 
the appropriate way for students to 
show support toward Rice athlet-
ics is by attending games, not by 
opening their checkbooks. 

Derrick Matthews is a Will Rice 
College senior and Student Associa-
tion president. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
LETTERS, from page 2 

Predictably, Elizabeth Stephens 
also made reference to the controver-
sial warin Iraq. Many of the accusations 
against my commander in chief with 
regard to this war have bet •»driven by 
hypocritical and envious motives. 

I do not know if oil is the reason 
we went to war or not, but I do know 
Iraq just held free elections. I do not 
know whether the Iraqi people as a 
whole support our presence there or 
not, but I do know that we are train-
ing a native Iraqi army to take our 
place. I do not know if other Middle 
Easterners approve of our invasion or 
not, but I do know that they will take 
us more seriously from now on. It is 
my conviction that in the long run. 
both Iraq and the United States can 
only prosper by such a war. 

Philip Cornell 
Lovett sophomore 

Pro-life consistent 
with progressivism 
To the editor: 

I heartily enjoyed reading Elizabeth 
Stephens' column about abortion and 
the right wing. I completely agree with 
her excellent argument that being "pro-
life" is not consistent with supporting 
capital punishment, unjust foreign wars 

or lethal environmental policies. But 
she appears to take this inconsistency 
as evidence that the pro-life position is 
in itself misguided. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

In fact, the knife of consistency 
cuts both ways. Being truly pro-life 
is incompatible with supporting 
avoidable and unjust deaths of in-
nocent Iraqi children. But it is just 
as inconsistent to say that you are 
"progressive" — to deeply believe 
in saving foreign civilians, death row 
inmates and the victims of environ-
mental destruction — and then have 
no problem with killing innocent 
children just because they haven't 
been born and are unwanted. 

Voters and citizens today are faced 
with a black-and-white battlefield on 
both sides. There is the conservative 
and pro-life side, and the progressive 
and pro-choice side. Each side has in-
doctrinated the public into believing 
that one of these two sides is correct, 
and — of course — it is "our" side. 
But as with most such distinctions, 
the truth lies elsewhere. 

In my opinion — and I am not 
alone in feeling this — the only 
consistent position is one which 
respects all life, whether unborn, 
disadvantaged, foreign or criminal. 
Sadly, this position is not represented 
in today's political and ideological 
battleground. This, of course, has 
always been the reward for positions 

that truly stand for the disenfran-
chised against individualistic and 
power-bloc interests. 

I agree with Stephens: we should be 
consistent. But I believe that such con-
sistency is only found in a true support 
for life: progressive and pro-life. 

Skye Schell 
Baker senior 

At least Hebl will be 
better than Yao Ming 
To the editor: 

"It's not about Psychology Profes-
sor Mikki Hebl, it's not about having 
a Rice professor," Jeb Britt implies 
("In-house grad speaker reveals low 
self-esteem," Feb. 4). Right. That's 
why we've been whining about this 
for the last month. 

Did the class of 2003 throw a fit 
when Shannon Lucid spoke? I'm sure 
a good five people I'll ever meet will 
know who she is. But hey — she's 
seen the Earth from space, right? 
Mikki Hebl, who is she again? 

Oh, right, she was only one of the 
first to welcome the class of2005. She's 
just someone who gives a damn about 
the students here and is bound to pour 
her heart and soul into fulfilling this 
honor. This Hebl? Who cares? Heck 
— we want Yao Ming. He could take 

his money, and we'd never see him 
again. We'd much rather have him. 

Isn't commencement about our 
last four years, and aren't our identity 
and achievements what we want to 
take away from graduation? What*s so 
fatal about a speaker who'd actually 
recognize some faces in the audience 
and who knows this school because 
it's her home too? 

Britt's right — we're proud of 
being Owls. We love this university 
and know that it deserves even more 
prestige. That's why we need a big 
name, because "when other people 
— translation: employers" learn 
that Hebl was our commencement 
speaker, they're going to realize that 
we're not competent at all. 

I understand why some would think 
if s disgraceful to have a professor de-
liver the graduation speech—because 
they're shallow. I would think that Rice 
students aren't these people; that would 
characterize low self-esteem. 

Jean Lee 
W7?ss sophomore 

Hebl an unfortunate 
symbol of reluctance 
To the editor: 

I have no doubt that I speak for the 
majority of the senior class in giving 
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kudos to Jeb Britt for expressing a 
widespread sentiment concerning our 
commencement speaker in lastweek's 
Thresher ("In-house grad speaker 
reveals low self-esteem," Feb. 4). It 
is unfortunate that a beloved Rice 
professor has become the emblem of 
our current administration's seeming 
reluctance to deliver a graduation 
ceremony in accordance with the 
caliber of our university. 

With a list of 20 nominated candi-
dates, many of whom I do not think 
would have turned up a haughty nose 
at the prospect of speaking at such a 
distinguished institution as Rice, it is 
incredible to me, to say the least, that 
the one nominee within the hedges 
was the only one even contacted. Rice 
made history through this decision, 
but I don't see any celebrating. 

I personally enjoyed Psychology 
Professor Mikki Hebl's matriculation 
address; it inspired me to sign up for 
her social psychology class my first 
semester here. Bringing our class 
full circle by having her speak again 
at our commencement, however, 
is a whimsical notion at best. With 
our endowment at its zenith, it is 
unfathomable that we cannot afford 
even a few thousand dollars for a 
big name. 

Furthermore, the matriculating 
class of 2001 is not the only group 
of people being honored May 14. 
What about the transfer students, the 
graduating juniors and fifth-years, and 
the graduate students' We all deserve 
a final speech by someone who will 
make our years of study seem worth 
the value of the Rice academic seal. 

Annie Halsey 
Baker senior 

Houston light rail 
cannot replace cars 
To the editor: 

light rail development is of central 
importance ("Faster light rail expan-
sion critical to city," Feb. 4), but due 
to the circumstances today and for 
the foreseeable future, automobiles 
will be the center of Houston trans-
portation. Any effort to make it more 
difficult for Rice students to bring 
their cars to college — any attempt 
to provide an incentive to use public 
transportation instead — would thus 
actually limit their chances to be part 
of the larger community rather than 
help increase the opportunities. 

As it exists today, the METRORail 
does not have stops in critical areas 
that would attract college students, 
such as Moody Gardens in Galveston, 
the Edwards Marq'E Stadium 23 and 
IMAX, Katy Mills Mall, the Johnson 
Space Center, the Keinah boardwalk, 
the San Jacinto Monument, Six Flags 
SplashTown or the Cynthia Mitchell 
Woods Pavilion. Even if legislation 
is passed to expand METRORail 
service to these locations, it takes 
time to complete construction, and 
cars would be needed until this is 
completed. 

It would be irresponsible to force 
students out of their vehicles by 
citing METRORail as an alternative 
if a student calls a Houston-suburb 
home. Take Sugar Land — METRO 
will never expand there. 

The reason is that Sugar Land is 
not part of the METRO Board of Direc-
tors. The City of Houston monopolizes 
the board, selecting five of the nine 
members, and two more come from 
Harris County. Hence, Sugar Land, if 
it did join, would be the overall loser 
in a regional "transportation plan." It 
would have to win one of the final two 
slots allotted to other local cities. 

Rather than looking for excuses 
for why METRO fails to reduce 
suburban-to-downtown automobile 
traffic, the bureaucratic public trans-
portation system must fundamentally 
change. During breaks, it woidd ac-
tually be easier to fly to either coast 
than to get back home to the suburbs 
if more restrictions are placed on 
having a vehicle on campus. 

Leonard Chan 
Lovett sophomore 
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pieces. An edition of U. Blue 
is usually about 40 pages long, 
Koch said. The editorial staff 
receives more than 60 submis-
sions annually and accepts 
about 15. 

U. Blue is led by Koch and 
co-Editor in Chief Elizabeth 
Rinker, a Sid Richardson Col-
lege senior. 

All Rice community mem-
bers, including graduate stu-
dents and staff members, can 
submit to U. Blue, but R2 will 
accept only undergraduate 
submissions. R2 will accept 
fiction, creative nonfiction, 
poetry and humor. 

All f iction and poe t ry 
submissions to R2 will au-
tomatically be considered 
for the George Guion Wil-
liams Prize for Excellence in 
Creative Writing, an endowed 
prize established in honor 
of George Williams, an Eng-
lish professor who taught 
creative writing at Rice for 
40 years. 

The Williams Prize has 
been awarded to a Rice un-
dergraduate since 1992, but 
past recipients' work did not 
have an outlet for publication, 
Cronin said. 

"When you win something 
for writing, people should be 
able to read it." Cronin said. 

The winners of both the 
fiction and poetry contests 
will receive $500 each, and 
the runners-up will receive 
$300 each. 

Unlike in past years, U. Blue 
will also award prize money 
this spring, Koch said. First 
place winners will receive $300, 
and second place winners will 
receive $150. 

Cronin said the R2 edito-
rial staff hopes to publish all 
the submissions it receives 
and estimates the magazine 
will be 100 to 120 pages. 
R2 will be distributed to the 
Admission Office, the Dean 
of Undergraduates ' Office, 
college libraries and local 
bookstores such as Brazos 
Bookstore. There are plans 
for a launch party in April, 
at which the w inne r s of 
the Williams Prize will read 
their work. 

The deadl ine for sub-
mitting work to R2 is next 
Friday. U. Blue's submission 
deadline is Feb. 21. 

SA set to approve 
new clubs criteria 

by Katricia Lang 
THRKSHKK STAFF 

Consumer s 
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After three months of planning, an 
amendment to the Student Associa-
tion's bylaws changing the process for 
approving clubs was proposed by an 
ad hoc committee on club approvals 
at the SA meeting Monday. 

If the amendment passes, it will 
introduce a modified set of guide-
lines for approving clubs that will 
take effect immediately and a new 
graduated club approval system that 
will take effect at the beginning of the 
Fall 2005 semester. 

Any amendment to the SA bylaws 
requires a four-fifths majority of 
voting members of the SA Senate 
for ratification. There are 22 voting 
members of the senate, SA President 
Derrick Matthews said. 

Matthews formed the ad hoc 
committee at the Oct. 25 SA meet-
ing in order to define guidelines for 
approving clubs. The committee, 
chaired by Brown College Senator 
James Lloyd, presented a plan for a 
graduated system of club approval at 
an SA forum on Nov. 22. 

Currently, the SA bylaws state the 
senate must approve all new clubs. 

I"he graduated system would give 
proposed student organizations a 
charter status, which would provide 
some of the privileges given to 
official clubs. 

Under the new guidelines, regis-
tered clubs can make contracts on 
behalf of the university and apply for 
a mailbox in the Clubs Office, while 
charter groups cannot. 

For a charter group to become an 
official club, it must submit a consti-
tution to the SA parliamentarian, be 
approved by the Student Activities 
Office and find a faculty or staff spon-
sor. At least half of its membership 
must be part of the Rice community, 
and all its principal officers must be 
Rice students. 

If the amendment passes, the 
senate will take into account how 
much a charter group has developed 
and examine its potential for further 
development before approving it as 
an official club. 

According to the guidelines, evi-
dence of this development will include 
meetings, activities, programs and 
active leadership by the officers. 

"[The system] is concerned with 
maintaining the prestige of clubs 
that work harder," SA Parliamentar-
ian Ames Grawert, a I>ovett College 
junior, said. "Clubs that work harder 
get better privileges." 

e<aA,e 

VHl 

Eat a Balanced Diet 

Find Time to Exercise 

Don' t Stay Up too Late 

Remember to Take Your 

Vitamins 

Don ' t Wait Until the Last 

Minute to Study 

Get Regular Checkups 

Take an Active Part in 

Your Own Health Care 

Talk to a Doctor You 

Can Trust 

Among "America's Top OB/GYNs" 
iearch Council of America - 2004-2005 

Voted one of Houston 's Top Docs" 
H-Texas Magazine - 2004 

c* --*** 

Meredith V. Morgan, M.D. , P.A. 
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The senate will also consider the 
club's potential benefit to students 
through its goals, the impact of of-
ficial recognition status on the mis-
sion of the club, the sustainability of 
the club as a part of student life, the 
clarity of the club's goals and any 
potential conflict between the club 
and university policies. 

'It's an improved club 
system [that aims] 
to get more students 
thinking about the club 
more before coming to 
the SA meeting' 

— James Lloyd 
Brown College senator 

The guidelines will give the sen-
ate a clear definition of what to take 
into account when voting on a club, 
Lloyd, a junior, said. Lloyd also said 
the system will encourage students to 
examine their own proposed clubs. 

"The new guidelines are close to 
those already in effect," Lloyd said. 
"It's an improved club system [that 
aimsj to get students thinking about 
the club more before coming to the 
SA meeting." 

To maintain club status, a club 
must register with the Clubs Office 
each year and may not discriminate on 
the basis of race, religion, color, sexual 
orientation or national origin. 

There is no plan in the proposal 
to evaluate current clubs. 

ALEX SIGEDA,'THRESHER 

Rice above it 
A student holds up an owl on a stick as students raise their hands in the 
Sammy' symbol during a free throw Saturday. According to the Athletic 
Department Ticket Office. 1,044 students attended the men's basket-
ball game against UTEP, which was televised nationally on ESPN2. Rice 
lost 73-71 in its first nationally-televised home game since 1997. 
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Jones junior named 0-Week director 
by Clarence Yung 
niKESHEB EMTOHAL STJUT 

Jones College junior Alex Paul 
was selected as the student direc-
tor for Orientation Week 2005 by 
the Office of Student Activities. She 
will serve as student director until 
Jan. 31.2006. 

As the student director of O-Week. 
Paul will work and communicate with 
all the residential college O-Week 
coordinators. She will also work on 
orientation for mid-year transfers in 
Jan. 2006 and plan university-wide 
events for O-Week. such as matricula-
tion and the faculty address. 

Paul said she thinks the job will 
be demanding but rewarding. 

"It's a really daunting task." Paul 
said. "It's more than a summer's worth 
of work that you try to cram into the 
summer and a little bit into the spring, 
too. But Tm really excited to be working 
with [Jones Master Robin 1 Formaninhis 

newposition as dean of undergraduates. 
I cant wait to see what he has planned 
with O-Week" 

Paul said she also looks forward 
to meeting the coflege O-Week coor-
dinators. who are selected by the col-
leges. Like the coordinators at each 
college. Paul will receive a summer 
housing stipend and live and work on 
campus during the summer. 

Paul said she does not plan to make 
any radical changes to O-Week. 

"O-Week has worked great in the 
past, and of course, there are certain 
things you can tweak here and there, 
but I don't foresee any major ch anges 
in O-Week." Paul said. 

Paul said she hopes to encourage 
greater interaction among the col-
leges during O-Week. 

"We haven't done a lot of plan-
ning yet. but we definitely want 
to emphasize intercollegiate activi-
ties, a kind of mixing between the 
colleges," she said. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Feb. 3-7. 

Residential Colleges 

Wiess College Feb. 4 

Sid Richardson College Feb. 6 

Other Buildings 
Lovett Hall Feb. 3 

Autry Court Feb. 6 

Other Areas 
Laboratory Road at Feb. 7 
Rice Memorial Center 

Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Female with three previous criminal 
trespass warnings reported in 
Admission Office. Subject arrested 
and remanded to Harris County Jail. 

Paint reportedly spilled on floor in 
men's locker room. Report was 
unfounded. 

Shuttle bus struck from rear. 

Being a brain 

Yf 

COURTESY ALEX PAUL 

Alex Paul will serve as student direc-
tor for Orientation Week 2005. 

An interview committee of three 
staff members and two students from 
the Orientation Advisory Commit-
tee selected Paul. The committee 
includes the previous year's O-Week 
student director, as well as members 
of the Student Activities staff. 

The interview committee chose 
Paul because of her leadership ex-
perience and organizational skills. 
Assistant Director of Student Activi-
ties Holly Williams said. 

An O-Week adviser twice at Jones, 
Paul said she applied for the position 
because she enjoyed advising. 

"I decided to apply because I love 
O-Week. and I think it's so great 
and unique at Rice," Paul said. "I 
think it's been done so well in the 
past, and I just want to continue in 
that tradition." 

Paul said she is still learning 
about the job but hopes to solidify 
plans in the coming weeks. 

Williams and Paul will attend 
the National Orientation Directors 
Association Region IV Conference 
in Dallas Feb. 25-27 to meet and 
share ideas with other orientation 
leaders. 
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Delaware senator gives 
address via satellite 

by Andrew Bowen 
FOR THE THRESHES 

More than 50 Rice community 
members and Houstonians hop-
ing to meet Senator Joseph Biden, 
D.-De!, settled for a speech via live 
satellite video from Washington. 
D.C. on Feb. 3 in the Dor6 Com-
mons at the James A. Baker III 
Institute for Public Policy. The 
late U.S. Senate confirmation 
vote for U.S. Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzales (Lovett '79) ear-
lier that day prevented Biden from 
traveling to Houston to deliver 
his speech. 

FormerU.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker delivered introduc-
tory remarks. 

Baker said the Baker Institute 
has not hosted many Democratic 
speakers in past years and is hop-
ing to bring more in the future. 

"We wanted a prominent 
Democrat to bring [the Institute! 
more balance," he said. 

The institute first invited 
Biden to speak at Rice more than 
a year ago. 

Biden said he may enter the 
2008 Democratic presidential race 
and will make a decision by the 
2006 congressional elections. 

The ranking Democrat on the 
U.S. Senate's Foreign Relations 
Committee, Biden said the most 
important U.S. foreign policy 
challenges include promoting 
freedom in parts of the world 
controlled by radical Islamic 
fundamentalism and preventing 
terrorist acquisition of weapons 
of mass destruction. 

The U.S. government must 
form and strengthen alliances 
with other nations and interna-
tional organizations, Biden said. 
The Bush administration should 
reinforce relationships with allies 
and seek their support before tak-
ing unilateral military action. 

"Many of our leaders have for-
gotten the power of our example," 
Biden said. 

There must be an effort to 
reform unstable governments 
that use or encourage the use of 
terror tactics, Biden said. 

The U.S. government should 
build a prevention strategy fo-
cused on diffusing international 
conflicts, while also retaining the 
right to act preemptive' u.ider 
dangerous circumstances ! ;iden 
said. However, preemptive poi. v 

similar to that used in the Iraqi 
war has isolated the United States 
from the rest of the world. It en-
courages unstable nations to use 
preemptive force to counter U.S. 
actions and relies heavily on faulty 
intelligence, Biden said. 

4 When [Biden] 
speaks, others listen, 
and few are better 
qualified to address 
the full range of 
issues... 

— James A. Baker III 
Former U.S. 

secretarv of state 

Biden said he advocates a 
doctrine of prevention based on 
diplomatic negotiation rather than 
military force. Accomplishing his 
broad foreign policy objectives 
will require multiple methods of 
conflict resolution and should be 
the result of bipartisan efforts. 

"Military might is necessary, 
but 1 respectfully suggest it is not 
sufficient," he said "We also have 
to be smart wielding the force of 
our ideas and ideals as well as the 
force of our arms." 

A question and answer session 
followed Biden's speech. Most 
questions concerned conflicts in 
Iraq and the Middle East. Biden 
said if the U.S. continues to train 
Iraqi security forces at its current 
rate, all U.S. forces could be with-
drawn from Iraq by 2006. 

Biden's political career has 
provided him with a broad range 
of experiences that has benefited 
the development of U.S. foreign 
policy, Baker said. 

"Since joining the Senate, 
our speaker has carved out a 
reputation as an acknowledged 
master on United States foreign 
policy and a powerful advocate 
of strengthening our diplomacy." 
he said. "When [Biden] speaks, 
others listen, and few are better 
qualified to address the full range 
of issues, whether the struggle 
against terrorism, the war in Iraq, 
[or] the Middle East process, that 
confront us today." 

Why is the equality of women 

and men a prerequisite 

to World Peace? 

* AS?' 
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Here's looking at you 
A crokinole player competes intensely during OwlCon last weekend In the Student Center. The annual gaming 
event took place from Friday to Sunday. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• The General Elections will be held online on the SA Web site from 
12 a.m. Feb. 18 until 1 p.m. Feb. 23. The SA presidential debate 
will be held Monday at 7 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the Student 
Center. 

• SA President Derrick Matthews said the SA may work to secure ac-
cess to the Alumni Directory for students. Currently, only alumni may 
search the online directory. 

• Matthews, a Will Rice College senior, said the SA will purchase a 
plaque on which the names of SA presidents will be displayed. 

• Rice Program Council and Rice Broadcast Television will submit con-
stitutional changes to be approved on the General Elections ballot. 

• The senate approved REDRUM, a group that will gather to view cult 
films. Anyone interested should contact Baker College sophomore 
Daniela Zapico at dzapico@rice.edu. 

• The senate approved the Lebanese Culture Club, an organization that 
will educate students about Lebanese culture. Anyone interested 
should contact Layla Issa at issa@rice.edu. 

The next meeting will be Monday, Feb. 21 in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 
Student Center. 

7 Errata 

In the article "Jones master Forman selected as new dean" in the 
Jan. 21 issue, Bill Wilson's title was incorrect. Wilson is an electrical 
and computer engineering professor. 

In the article "Painted owls will hit campus" in the Jan. 28 issue, Randall 
McCabe's title was incorrect. McCabe designed the owls in his capacity 
as a professional artist and cast them as a Rice shop technician. 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 

ELECTIONS 
From page 1 

0 ons, the new SA Senate will appoint 
students, Matthews said. 

T h e SA presidential debate will 
take place Monday at 7 p.m. in Farn-
sworth Pavilion. 

Matthews said he was not sur-
pr ised that more cand ida tes did 

f ot submit petitions because many 
™lanket - tax organiza t ions hand le 

turnover internally. 
"It makes sense in that a lot of 

the positions that are being voted 
on campus-wide are at some level 
handled internally," he said "The 

C-ople who run have already trained 
r those roles within the organiza-

tions. The downside is that s tudents 
feel like they can't get involved, which 
they can." 

Other items will appear on the 
ballot, Matthews said. Rice Broadcast 
Television and Rice Program Council 

£ ave proposed constitutional chang-
es. RBT wants to change its bylaws, 
and RPC wants to change its entire 
constitution, Matthews said. 

Matthews is serving as the elec-
tions chair for this election, since 
the current SA elections chair. Jones 

C o l l e g e sophomore Julia Tucker-

Huth, is running for SA external vice 
president. 

"Normally we have an elections 
chair that runs the election, but the 
elections chair is running in the elec-
tion, so she couldn't run it obviously 
[because it is a] conflict of interest," 
Matthews said. "Since I am obviously 
not going to run for any position, I 
was just like '111 do it.' And having 
run in the election before, I know 
how everything goes." 

T h e candidate list will become 
official after Matthews receives con-
firmation of the academic and judicial 
eligibility of the candidates. 

"That might take out one or two 
people," he said. "Some people try 
to run for office, and they ' re un-
der academic probation or have a 
U. Court violation, and then they're 
just not eligible." 

T h e SA by-laws prohibi t can-
d ida tes f r o m campaign ing us ing 
e-mail. 

The elections will be held online 
at the SA website, http://sa. rice.edu, 
f rom midnight Feb. 18 to 1 p.m. 
Feb. 23. Results will be announced in 
the Feb. 25 issue of the Thresher. 

H O U S T O N S R E C O R D S U P E R M A R K E T 

'"' HILTON SOUTHWEST 
1-59 at 

HILLCROFT 
SUNDAY 

*'.v 

, . o s " US 

""""FEBRUARY 13™ V 
HUGE SELECTION LOW PRSCES 
OPEN 10 TO 4 llliv s t t l IIIADC ADMISSION $3 00 

Change the way 
you view business. 

Change the way 
business views you. 

SUMMER BUSINESS INSTITUTE 

For Non-Business Majors 

June 5-Ju ly 1 

Early registration deadline - March 14 

Enhance your business savvy. Learn practical business skills. 

Get the competitive edge. In short, acquire a head tor business in a 

f u n but intense p rogram. Learn the basics in key areas such 

as Account ing, Finance, Marketing, and Operations Management. 

This month-long non-credit course is available to juniors, seniors, 

and recent graduates. Enlist in the SMU Summer Business Institute 

and give your educat ion a business side. 

214.76 8 .9005 or go to s b i . c o x . s m u . e d u 

SMU 9 c o x 
E X E C U T I V E E D U C A T I O N 

SMU will not discriminate on the basis ot race, color, religion, national origin, sex age. disability, or veteran status 
SMU s commitment to enual opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the tatts 111 se»ual orienHItfln 

mailto:dzapico@rice.edu
mailto:issa@rice.edu
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From page 1 

and are treated no differently than 
other members. 

Wiess College freshman Michelle 
Kerner, who also participated in the 
initiation, said she did not drink any 
alcohol during the party. 

"In e-mails and before we stepped 
into the situation, the captains told us 
repeatedly if we were uncomfortable 
we didn't have to do this," Kerner said. 
"We did not have to drink." 

Kerner said she saw the captains 
taking bottles away from couples who 
were becoming too intoxicated. 

Will Rice sophomore Kurt Neh-
renz, a first-year member of the 
team, said he did not attend the party 
because he had another obligation. 
Nehrenz said he felt no pressure to 
attend. 

"It was completely voluntary," 
Nehrenz said. "[The new members] 
were doing this because it was some-
thing fun to do. It wasn't something 
they had to get through to stay on 
the team." 

Jones freshman Charles Lawrie, 
who came to the party late and did 
not participate in the initiation, said 
several other freshmen did not attend 
the party and experienced no conse-
quences for not participating. 

Will Rice freshman Charles Sharp-
less, who par ticipated in the initiation, 
said it was completely voluntary. 

"I wouldn't say there was any 
more pressure to drink than you 
experience every day at college," 
Sharpless said. 

Ostdiek said he is confident in his 
judgment that the teams violated the 
prohibition against hazing. 

"What the clubs did included 
endangering the physical health 
of students, and it was clear it was 
an initiation," Ostdiek said. "It's 
hazing." 

The Sanctions 
The teams may apply for club 

status again in Fall 2006, Ostdiek's 
letter states. In order for the teams to 

be re-certified, their new leadership 
must submit plansfor "more stringent 
oversight of the club's activities." No 
alcohol may be served in conjunction 
with any team event, and the teams will 
not be allowed to hold any initiation 
activities. No junior or senior currently 
on the teams may be involved with 
them once they are re-certified. 

Ostdiek said the purpose of the 
suspension is to change the teams' 
culture. 

"We need to break any cycle that's 
there," Ostdiek said. "There has to be 
a break from what's happening now 
so that when the team is reconstituted 
in the future that there's a break 
between what's happened now and 
what happens in the future. There 
has to be a separation." 

Lovett College junior Peter Dar-
rell said he and other members of the 
men's team are considering playing 
together in the Gulf Coast Lacrosse 
Association, a regional recreational 
lacrosse league. 

JOHN E. PARISH FELLOWSHIP 
for Summer Travel 

Wiess College announces competition for the 2005 John E. Parish Fellowship. 
The winner of the Parish Fellowship will receive support of approximately 2 
months travel during the Summer of 2005. The purpose of the fellowship is 
to enhance the undergraduate education of the Fellow by broadening the 
range of experience via travel. All full-time returning undergraduates at Rice 
are eligible. For further information, call the Wiess College coordinator (713-
348-5743), or see the web page at www.ixif.rice.edu/~parish. Deadline for 
application is Thursday. March 17. 2005. 

ADVANCE presents... 

i> 

CULTURE FAIR 2005: 

INTERNATIONAL 
BEATS 

J> Friday February 18th 

12 - 4 pm 
j) Grand Hall in the RMC 
J> 

'Stop by and see the cultural performances going on throughout the day 

*Learn about different cultures, eat delicious food, and win exciting prizes! 

Both club teams hold accounts 
with Chase Bank through the Student 
Activities Officc, Director of Student 
Activities Heather Masden said. 
Masden said the teams' money will 
be placed in a holding account until 
they resume activities. 

As a club sport, the lacrosse teams 
receive funding through the Intramu-
ral and Club Sports Office. The Club 
Sports Committee, a five-member 
committee of students, distributes 
a budget of about $60,000 per year 
among the various club teams. The 
teams do not receive the funds up 
front but may be reimbursed up to 
the amount determined by the com-
mittee. The lacrosse teams' unspent 
budgets for this year will be redistrib-
uted by the Club Sports Committee, 
Recreation Center Assistant Director 
for Intramural and Club Sports Tina 
Villard said. 

The teams may appeal Ostdiek's 
decision to President David Leebron. 
In an e-mail sent to all university 
departments Feb. 1, Leebron an-
nounced he will handle disciplin-
ary appeals until a permanent 
system can be adopted. Previously, 
disciplinary appeals were handled 
by the vice president for Student 
Affairs. However, the vice presi-
dent's position was eliminated in 
August and replaced with the dean 
of undergraduates. Mathematics 
Professor Robin Forman began Feb. 
1 as the new dean. 

Ostdiek said the President's Of-
fice has had no role in the case up 
to this point. 

Leebron declined to comment on 
the appeals process. 

Kerner said she thinks the sanc-
tions represent a change in the en-
forcement of the Alcohol Policy. 

"I won't dispute (that the teams 
violated the Alcohol Policy 1, but I 
won't say it's not broken every time 
someone has a private party." Kerner 
said. "I think they're trying to make 
this an example." 

Ostdiek said he does not know of 
another time a student organization 
has been disbanded for violating the 
Code of Student Conduct. In 1997, 
Brown College was put on alcohol 
probation by Judicial Affairs after 
a series of private parties grew out 
of control and the same freshman 
student went to the hospital twice 
for excessive drinking. 

Hanszen junior Yan-Xin Li, a wom-
en's lacrosse team member who did 
not attend the party, said she thinks 
the three-semester suspension of 
the team is unnecessarily harsh, and 
singling out the captains for individual 
suspensions is unfair. 

Individuals who cheat, who drive 
drunk on the Inner Loop, are given 
one-semester suspensions, Li said. 
I think driving drunk on campus 
endangers the lives of many more 
people than drinking at a party a 
block off campus. 

Jones junior Chris Corbet, a men's 
lacrosse team mamber who did not 
attend the party, also said he thinks 
the captains should not be punished 
individually. 

"I think this three-semester sus-
pension is incredibly hai sh." Corbet 
said. "They're being punished for the 
actions of what everyone else did. and 
I don't think that's fair " 

The teams 
Men's lacrosse began as a club 

sport in the 1980s. The women's team 
began in 1996. } 

George McGuirk (Wiess '03), 
who was captain of the men's team 
in 2002-'03, said he and several other 
alumni have received and exchanged 
informal e-mails about Ostdiek's 
decision. 

"I was in town this past weekends 
when the verdict was handed down,'® 
McGuirk said. "We also had an e-
mail that went around to try to get 
an alumni base to hear what was 
going on." 

One alumnus who wished to 
remain anonymous said in previous 
years the initiation often involved ajf 
keg of beer. 

"Usually we would keep them 
around the keg for an hour, and they 
would have to finish it in an hour," he 
said. " If people got sick, they were 
allowed to stop. No one was ever 
forced to drink. There were always 
some alternatives." £ 

The alumnus said this year's party 
compared to previous years seemed 
more focused on hard liquor rather 
than beer. However, he said the team 
has never forced new members to do 
anything against their will. 

"These allegations of hazing are 
just ridiculous," he said. "There's no*l 
hazing at all. Everything is completely 
voluntary." 

McGuirk said he thinks this year's 
events were in keeping with team 
tradition but were marred by bad 
judgment. 

"I think this year wasn't too much 
different, but there were just a couple'1 

of errors in judgment that occurred," 
McGuirk said. 

Evan Bartlett (Wiess '03), who 
was a member of the team his junior 
and senior years, said initiations took 
place during his time on the team. 

"The year that I was initiated, ther<\| 
was a couple of members that didn't 
drink, and they participated in the 
activities without drinking | alcohol)," 
Bartlett said. 

The team provided nonalcoholic 
drinks, such as prune juice, for the 
nondrinkers, Bartlett said. ; 

Bartlett said no hazing occurred at 
the pre-party initiations he attended. 
The rookies completed challenges 
such as scavenger hunts, he said. 

T h e end goal of all the parties 
was to make all the new members 
feel like they were part of the team, 
regardless of whether they tit the^ 
profile of what people think lacrosse 
players are like," Bartlett said 

Stephen Palmer (Lovett '99). who 
was vice president and captain of the 
team his senior year, said he does not 
remember hazing being a problem 
on the team. 

"We tried to be respectful of the* 
fact that a lot of rookies were under 
the age," Palmer said. "That having 
been said, there definitely was some 
underage drinking that went on." 

McGuirk said he thinks this year's 
incident might have been handled dif-
ferently had it happened in previous » 
years. The punishment was harsher 
than he expected, he said. 

"I think that the new adminis-
tration might have tried to make 
an example out of a few people, 
he said. 

Accidents Happen. 
Emergency 

Contracept ion. 
EC can effectively reduce your chances of becoming 

pregnant. While best if taken within 72 hours, it CAN be 
taken up to 120 hours after unprotected sex. We also offer 

annual checkups, birth control, pregnancy testing and 
screenings for sexually transmitted infections and HIV. 

Register online at www.pphouston.org to download a 
coupon for $10 off an office visit. 

1.800.230.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

O Planned F^irenthood* 
of Htniston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

«) * 
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THINKING OF APPLYING 
TO BUSINESS SCHOOL 
IN THE FUTURE? 

WHY NOT 
NOW? 
A Rice MBA is 
second to none 
and more challenging 
than most. 

IF IT WASN'T HARD, EVERYONE WOULD DO !T. 

THE HARD' IS WHAT MAKES IT GREAT. * 
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parker Meeks, Rice MBA 2005, 
captain of his high school football 
team, was recruited bv Columbia 
Uhiversity to play football which 
he did for four years. Parker came 
to Rice after graduating from 
Columbia in 2003 to pursue an 
MBA/ME, focusing in finance and 
nanotechnology 

K.1 € iric. nee- reauires * 

think and interpret usi 
,i lot more in-depth the 
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"Rice is perfect for this combination due to its strong programs in both areas. I was intrigued by the nanotechnology 
program at Rice after reading about the work of Professor Richard Smalley that led to his winning the 1996 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry. My immediate career goals are to get corporate finance experience in a large corporation, keep 
abreast of nanotechnology and, in 5 to 10 years, join or found a nanotechnology company as the head of business 
operations. My internship at ExxonMobil was a fantastic opportunity to develop the finance skills that I will need to 
accomplish these goals, and now I'm choosing among several very attractive offers in corporate finance." 

The Rice MBA is second to none and more challenging than most. We're looking for a few outstanding 
seniors to join us directly after graduation; we accept students f rom all majors If you think you're up to the 
challenge of a truly r igorous business education, we 'd like to learn more about you. 

The Jones Graduate School of Management at Rice University regularly admits up to 5% of its class directly after 
graduation. This year the Admissions Office wil l be looking to admit several bright and motivated Rice seniors. 

Apply online or »top by the Jones School AdmlM ions Office for an application. 
Visit us at jonngtm.rice.edu/Mniors or call 888.844.4773. 
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 
FEB. 17,2005. 

EmiTADC ! 
t i l l I U l t o 

p i c k s 
t o n i g h t a n d 

t o m o r r o w 

A MAY-

DECEMBER 

ROMANCE 

Older women rock! Catch 

the quirky cult comedy 

Harold and Maude 

at the River Oaks 

this weekend. 

Tonight, tomorrow at 

midnight. 

The River Oaks. 

2009 West Gray. 

Please call 

(713) 866-8881 

for more information. 

t o m o r r o w 

THE BAY AREA 

ROCKS 

California-grown indie 

band Rogue Wave plays 

H-town Saturday. 

Tomorrow at 8 p.m. 

$8. 

Fat Cat's 

4216 Washington 

Avenue. 

Please call 

(713) 869-5763 

for more information. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

INDIE 

EXPOSURE 

The critically lauded 

independent drama 

Undertow plays at the 

Rice Media Center this 

weekend. 

Tonight, tomorrow and 

Sunday at 8 p.m. 

The Rice Media Center. 
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Stages show makes a 'Polish' heritage funny * 
Adriana E. Ramirez 
THRESHER STAFF 

Imagine leaving a flower shop. As 
you turn to walk out onto the street, 
you hear a strange sound. Turning 
around, you realize the house lights 
have come up, and audience mem-
bers are all around you, laughing 
at every little thing you do. You are 
a part of something greater than 
yourself, but not the greater thing 
for which you had hoped. This isn't 
heaven, hell or limbo. It's a theater. 
And you are the object of everyone's 
pity and amusement . Your cell phone 
rings, you answer, the house lights 
come down, and you continue mov-
ing, a player on the stage that has 
become your world. 

w 
'polish joke' 

Stages Repertory Theater 
Rating: • • • • 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Through Feb. 20 

Now, imagine you are Polish. The 
joke is probably on you. 

David Ives, author of the comedic 
masterpiece All in the Timing, has 
a wonderful new show, Polish Joke, 
currently playing at Stages Reper-
tory Thea te r under the direction of 
Brian Byrnes, a visiting professor at 
Rice from the University of Houston. 
Polish Joke is everything an Ives play 
should be — intelligent, funny and 
full of outlandish situations. 

Jan Bogdan Sadwoofski Oohn 
R. Johnston) , commonly known as 
Jasiu, grows up Polish, but longs to 
be Irish. And who can blame him? 
His unpronounceable last name and 
love of kielbasa detract f rom his 
4.1 GPA at Yale, making him the 
b run t of everyone ' s favorite new 
Polish joke. 

TRIAL BY JURY 

Jasiu's uncle Roman tells him as 
a small child that every Polish joke 
is true. Roman would have Jasiu 
believe that Poles crawled out of the 
primordial sludge only to turn back 
and start again once they discovered 
they could have flown over instead. 

His unpronounce-
able last name and 
love of kielbasa 
detract from his 
4.1 GPA at Yale, 
making him the 
brunt of every-
one's favorite new 
POLISH joke 

So Jasiu changes h i s n a m e t o j o h n 
Sadler, or John Flanagan (depending 
upon his mood), renounces the luck 
of the Polish and instead begins say-
ing T o p of the morning," with as 
much gusto as he can muster. 

Polish Joke takes Jasiu for a ride, 
slaps him twice in the face and sets 
him back on track, heading toward 
his inevitable Polish fate — a lifetime 
of beer mixed with eggs and salt. 

An amazing e n s e m b l e suppor t s 
Johns ton ' s Jasiu in h is j ou rney into 
the bowels of Polish hell. Mark 
Rober t s . Jason Douglas , Joanne 
Bonasso and Chandra Kay com-
bine to play 23 par t s , giving life 
and cha rac te r to each. Every role 
is acted fully, with no res t ra in ts 
and wonde r fu l t iming. T h e acting 
is exactly w h e r e it n e e d s to be in 
every scene . All four suppor t ing 
m e m b e r s hit pe r fec t notes . 

It is wor th moving outside the 
hedges to check out Stages Reper-

9 ! # 

* * 

COURTESY STAGES REPERTORY THEATER 

Jan Bogdan Sadwoofski (John R. Johnston) gets in touch with his Polish 
heritage with the help of Magda (Joanne Bonasso) in Polish Joke. 

tory Theater ' s production of Polish 
Joke. With more comed ic a s se t s 
than can be mentioned, it would be 
insensitive to spoil the good ones. The 
production is hilarious, the script on 
point, the acting crisp and the direc-
tion as good as it gets. 

Ultimately, we are all t he prod-

Shakespeare and Pacino merge to great effect in 'Merchant' 
Searcy Milam 
FOR THE THRESHER 

In the latest film version of Wil-
liam Shakespeare ' s The Merchant 
of Venice, wr i ter /d i rector Michael 
Radford (II Postino) creates a world 
in which comedy has very little place 
and revenge boils the blood of men. 
both Christian and Jewish. 

'the merchant of 
venice' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • • 1/2 

(out of five) 

Simply put. The Merchant ofVenice 
is the s tory of "a pound of flesh." 
T h e film opens by establishing the 
religious and, by extension, political 
tension in late 16th-century Venice. 
Shylock (Scent of a Woman's PA Paci-
no) , a Jewish man principally defined 
by his practice of usury, lends Antonio 
(Reversal of Fortune's Jeremy Irons) 
3,000 duckets, and Antonio then lends 
it to his good friend Bassanio (Shake-
speare in Love's Joseph Fiennes). 
Antonio signs a bond stating that 
in the case of forfeiture, Shylock is 
entitled to one pound of flesh from 
Antonio 's ches t . Young, passion-

ate Bassanio uses 
his friend's gener-
ously given money 
to t rave l to Bel-
monte and mar ry 
its princess, Portia 
( n e w c o m e r Lynn 
Collins). Radford 
paints a dark can-
vas throughout the 
film, with a lighter 
tone appearing only 
when Collins is on 
screen. 

COURTESY SONY PICTURE CLASSICS 

Al Pacino (right) stars as the shrewd Shylock in writer/director Michael Radford's film version of Shakespeare's 
The Merchant ofVenice. Jeremy Irons and Joseph Fiennes co-star. 

Film veteran Pacino delivers an 
exquisite performance. He dissolves 
into the role as the plot unfolds, 
and Shylock emerges as a deeply 
religious man harboring a cunning 
hatred for some of the Christian men 
with whom he must coexist. Shylock 
is an unrelentingly grave character 
whose sufferings are visible in the sad 
movement of his eyes and the heavi-
ness of his face. However, the most 
captivating aspect of his character 
is not the chilling seriousness of his 

demeanor, but rather the resolute-
ness with which he seeks revenge 
on Antonio. 

As the film moves on, Antonio's 
economic ventures at sea fail, and he 
must forfeit the bond . Angered by the 
flight of his daughter with a Christian 
man and convinced of Antonio's par-
ticipation in the plot, Shylock vows 
to collect his pound of flesh. Having 
lost his daughter and the money she 
took with her, Shylock is a broken and 
desperate man. Pacino astounded me 

1) * 

ucts of w h e r e our great -grandpar-
en ts were f rom, but l ea rn ing to love 
and deal with the weird cultural 
th ings is what m a k e s life fun. So, 
eggs a re for life, salt is for t e a r s and 
bee r ... well, b e e r is for beer . 

Perhaps being Polish isn't such a 
bad thing to be. 

with his revenge speech. I could not 
look away. His despair was tangible, 
and his mental deterioration clearly 
visible. 

Port ia , d i sgu ised as a judge , 
travels to Venice in an attempt to 
protect her new husband ' s dearest 
friend, Antonio. She manipulates the 
laws ofVenice to punish Shylock for 
his murde rous intentions and show 
him the ' t rue valour of mercy' . While 
not over whelmingly judgmental , the 

See MERCHANT. pa*c 12 
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COURTESY FINE LINE FEATURES 

Javier Bardem stars as Ramon Sampedro, a Spanish man who fights for his right to die in director Alejandro 
Amenabar's The Sea Inside, which is nominated for Best Foreign Language Film at this year's Academy Awards. 

Mike Mathews 
THRESHER STAFF 

As a film that attempts to take 
a side in the complex dispute over 
euthanasia, The Sea Inside possesses 
a layer of artificiality under its surface 
of tear-jerking poeticism. 

4» 
'the sea inside' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • 1/2 

(out of five) 

The film tells the story of the 
final few months in the life of Ramon 
Sampedro (Before Night Falls' Javier 
Bardem), a writer and former ship 
mechanic living in northern Spain 
who has spent the last 26 years as a 
quadriplegic painfully remembering 
the freedom he once had during his 
vigorous youth. Mired in what he 
sees as a hopeless condition, Ramon 
focuses on obtaining the legal right 
to die. Ironically, his bedridden life 
appears to be quite pleasant. As he 
says, "When you cannot escape and 
you depend on others, you learn to 
cry by smiling." 

When a lonely and frustrated 
woman, Rosa (Talk to He/s Lola 
Duenas), s e e s him on television 
and subsequently pays him a visit, 
they begin a relationship in which 
he helps her gain self-confidence. 
Even though Ramon inspires those 
around him, the audience is made 
to ignore this, and viewers are left 
to wonder why he cannot seem to 

cure his own despair and desire 
to die. 

In his bed, Ramon often fanta-
sizes about flying over the world, 
making love to women and spending 
time in the sea — he even imagines 
swimming and sailing in the same 
sea where he dove and snapped 
his neck. 

He hires a lawyer, Julia (new-
comer Belen Rueda), with her own 
degenerative condition because he 
wants someone who can identify 
with his condition defending in 
court his wish to die with dignity. As 
she works with him, Julia discovers 
a box of his writing and tries to help 
him get published. She falls in love 
with him in the process. Although 
director Alejandro Amenabar (The 
Others) does not provide any scenes 
that allow the viewer to sympathize 
with or even observe Ramon's sup-
posedly inferior life — his fantasy 
scenes are among the liveliest in 
the film — Julia eventually begins 
to sincerely support his wish to die, 
so much so that she resolves to end 
the suffering from her own illness 
in the same way. 

A serious inconsistency in the 
movie s tems from the fact that 
Ramon lives under the complete 
care of his brother, who does not 
want him to die. In one scene, as 
Ramon tries to defend his position, 
his brother reminds him how much 
his family cares. Normally this type 
of emotional conflict would create 
great drama and tension, but here 
Ramon falls silent and, as in other 

instances, the film avoids examining 
the characters' genuine feelings. 
Amenabar often bypasses such 
conflicts, and occasionally provides 
humor in a failed attempt to forward 
the narrative. 

One such attempt is a particularly 
disgusting scene involving a quad-
riplegic priest. The priest, who has 
tamed his own psyche and begun a 
new and fulfilling life, visits Ramon 
to encourage him to follow the same 
path. Ramon responds sarcastically 
to each of the priest's statements, 
scorning the tenets of the priest's 
religion and otherwise belittling well-
intentioned efforts. Ramon does not 
legitimately challenge those who op-
pose euthanasia. Instead, he ignores 
their arguments. 

Nothing changes our impression 
that the only obstacles to Ramon's 
ability to start a new life are his own 
unreasonable preconceptions and his 
impossible yearning for his bodily 
movement of 30 years before. 

In certain f i lms from Italian 
fi lmmaker Federico Fellini (La 
Dolce Vita), parts that individually 
seem to serve no purpose form an 
aesthetically dazzling collage with 
many compelling possibilities for 
interpretation. The conflicting seg-
ments of The Sea Inside, however, 
fit like a badly-cut jigsaw puzzle, 
full of incoherent, rough edges . 
This film tries to be life-affirming 
while simultaneously championing 
the right to die — an unsuccessful 
combination, despi te Bardem's 
best efforts. 

k t r u 91»7fm 
r ice radio 

and THRESHER A&E 
present: 

A chance to win tickets to see AAODEST MOUSE, live in 

concert at the Verizon Wireless Theater, Sunday, February 20. 

What you need to do: 
The giveaway runs from Feb. 14-1 8. Listen to KTRU (91.7 FM 

or www.ktru.org online) and you could be a winner. 
A PACE PROMOTIONS EVENT 

mi UTIU: (,()U)l<N (,l Y si'i:.\h> 

The sun-soaked 'O.C.? 
It's so last season... 

Oh, the c h a n g e s a n e w 
semester brings. New classes, 
new schedules, new 
routines. As our daily 
lives shift with the 
season, our television 
viewing habits inevi-
tably do as well. I try 
to keep up with the 
hot shows as much as 
the next pop culture 
guru, but with life as 
crazy as it is, I only 
have about an hour 
and a half per week 
for the dumb box. 
I'm obsessed, frankly, 

with the ladies of Wisteria Lane 
(Desperate Housewives) and the 
crazy Bluth family of Newport 
Beach (Arrested Development) 
That means, to many a reader's 
shock and awe, that I am an O. C. 
viewer no longer. 

In its first year, the show 
captivated the nation. We all 
fell for the soap, the suds, the 
sex and the glam — with good 
reason. The first season of The 
0. C. reinvigorated the hour-long 
drama, brought camp and hyper-
realism back to prime time and, 
most importantly, featured rich 
people behaving badly. Watching 
these society types wrestle, fight 
and curse has surpassed baseball 
as America's favorite pastime 
both in fiction and in real life, 
as Paris Hilton's overwhelming 
popularity proves. 

But now, the formula — and 
it is formulaic — is getting tired. 
The strings are beginning to 
show. In only its second season. 
The O. C. is beginning to feel like 
Beverly Hills 90210 did at the 
end of its decade-long run. The 
characters have nowhere else to 
go. Everyone has either slept with, 
fought with, double-crossed or 
betrayed everyone else. And the 
lame attempt to bring in new blood 
in the form of Lindsay Gardner 
(Shannon Lucio), a hybrid model 
of the smart girl/new girl in town 
stereotypes and Zach (Michael 
Cassidy) — a comic book geek 
who looks like a frat boy and dates 
the ever-so-annoying Summer 
(Rachel Bilson) — feels desper-
ate. Oh, and am I the only one who 
thinks he could be gay? 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

Speaking of gay, the show's 
newest twist indicates that pro-

ducers are anticipat-
ing a waning, bored 
audience. Spoiled and 
d e p r e s s e d Mar i s sa 
(Mischa Barton) and 
indie-girl who looks 
like a model Alex Kelly 
(Olivia Wi lde ) are 
g e t t i n g c l o s e . And 
I don't mean bunk-
together-at-summer-
campclose. No, I mean 
from the Isle of Lesbos 
close. They have been 
inches from kissing in 

the past few weeks. Just keep 
watching, the big smooch is 
indefinitely on its way. 

Just wait for the 
kiss, an event 
FOX will surely 
sensationalize, 
hype and 
EXPLOIT. 
Come on, this is 
what these guys 
do best. 

There's a phrase in TV land 
for shows that result to desperate 
ploys to hold onto viewers. It was 
coined when the once-popular 
Happy Days had iconic sidekick 
Fonzie (Henry Winkler) jump 
— on water-skis — over shark-
infested waters. It's called "Jump-
ing the Shark," and you've seen it 
before. Think of the debilitating 
disease of President Bartlet 
(Martin Sheen) on the fading West 
Wing. Or the stunt casting of Jon 
Bon Jovi on a flailing AllyMcBeal. 
Just wait for the kiss, an event Fox 
will surely sensationalize, hype 
and exploit. Come on, this is what 
these guys do best. 

Well, you've been warned. 
Nowjust sit back, relax and watch 
death by smoochy. 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College junior and arts and enter-
tainment editor. 
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COURTESY SONY PICTURE CLASSICS 

Portia (Lynn Collins) tempts Nerissa (Heather Goldenhersh) in The Merchant of Venice. 

MERCHANT 
From page 10 

film seems to suggest that Shyloek's 
pursuit is uniust and immoral. Anto-
nio is stripped of his shirt and tied to 
a chair. Shvlock sharpens his knife 
with frightening repetition and de-
livers line after line of impenetrable 
dialogue In the end, both men are 
spared, but Shylock is stripped of his 
daughter, his stature, his wealth, his 
pride and his religion. 

Ultimately, The Merchant of 
Venice raises questions about how 
well two humans truly can know one 
another, how (and whether) one can 

truly be devoted to a spouse and a best 
friend simultaneously, and whether 
anyone truly has control over his 
own future. The answer to the latter 
would seem to be no. 

Hie film does suffer a couple 
of drawbacks, most notably the 
exceedingly forced homosexual 
imclications regarding Bassanio and 
Antonio and the feeble quality of the 
ending, which was weakly executed, 
as if the actors were a bit too tired or 
lazv to finish strong. There are also 
many gratuitous and distracting bare 

Custom Jewelers 

HNb GfcMS 
PRECIOUS METALS 

QUALITY TIME PIECES 
CUSTOM ORDERS ON REQUEST 

iSCOUNT WITH RICE I.D. 

2414 RICE BOULEVARD 
HOUSTON TEXAS 77005 

(713W2P6-7763 
Fax: (713) 266-7679 

bosoms, especially during Pacino's 
most dramatic speech. 

Shylock emerges 
as a deeply 
religious man 
harboring a 
CUNNING 
hatred for some of 
the Christian men 
with whom he 
must-coexist. 

Not surprisingly, thefilni struggles 
to strike a balance between drama and 
comedy. Shakespeare fans have always 
grapnled with the seemingly incom-
patible forces of drama and coniedv 
at work in The Merchant of Vetiice. 
Although Radford fails to blend the two 
plot lin^s with total success. Portia's 
beauty makes the tlaws seem excus-
able, and the conflict between Shylock 
and Antonio carries the film. 

\ I 
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Come for BBQ Ribs and Chicken, all the 
fixings, and dessert. And its 

FREE! 

( j y (there is a veggie dish tool) 

A Screening of The Princess Bride 
SAT. the 12th at 6:30 PM 

At Autty House actoss from Lovett on 
Main St ^ , 

C? £3 

Don't RSVP to this 
dreadful 'Wedding' 

r TJRTCSV UNIVERSAL PICTURES 

f?ebra Messing and Dermot Mulroney pucker uo in the new romantic 
comedy The Wedding Date. 

Jonathan Schumann 
. RESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

These days, a good genre movie 
is harrltc > find. When you think about 
it. everything has been done. The 
new twists are twists on old twists, 
the new jokes are repackaged old 
jokes and the new action sequences 
look like the greatest hits from last 
decade. Movie characters, also, still 
fall in love for the same old, trite rea-
sons, as evidenced by the dreadful 
new film The Wedding Date 

the w e d d i n g 
4 a t e ' 

in theaters 
Rating: * (out of five) 

It seems as if director Clare 
Kilner (How to Deal) and novice 
screenwriter Dana Fox went to 
great lengths to incorporate every 
romantic comedy cliche into this 
sloppilv-thrown-togother mess. 
Our everywoman heroine is Kat 
(Will and Grace's Debra Mess-
ing), a beautiful, charming New 
Yorker who works at the customer 
service counter for an airline. Kat 
is inexplicably single — with radi-
ant red hair and a fetching smile, 

Keople would be knocking down 
er door in the i-eal world — and 

lives a wholly unrealistic existence 
in what looks to be New York's 
posh West Village. Sorry folks, but 
on an airline employee's salary, the 
closest Kat would get to the West 
Village would be jersey City. 

l i te film opens with Kat franti-
cally getting ready to fly to London 
for her little sister's wedding. 
Anxious to make her cad of mi 
ex-fiance jealous, Kat hires male 
escort Nick (lMvetya*4Amazing'* 
bet-mot Mulroney) to be her date. 

We have the spoiled, self-centered 
bride-to-be: the clutty, drunken 
cousin; the boozv, critical mother: 
and the all-too-understanding step-
dad . No need to go into any further 
detail about this bunch — if vou 
have seen any of a handful of Hol-
lywood films in the past decade, 
you are already well acquainted. 

As always happens in these 
films, the two unlikely lovebirds, 
Kat and Nick, fall in love. They 
both look past Kat's desperate 
smgledom and Nick's job as a 
high-class gigolo and see each 
other for who thev really are. 
Again, this is a mvstery to the 
audience, because we are given 
no insight into these characters 
thoughts or motivations. 

Messing does her best with 
the material. Her Kat î  merely a 
variation on her weekly television 
role, which is not an entirely bad 
thing. Still, it would be great to 
see her stretch a bit ()ne wonders 
what Diane Lane (Underthe Tuscan 
Sun) could have done in the role. 
Right now, she seems to be the only 
actress who can relate vulnerable, 
sexy singledom with dignity. 

Mulroney does little other than 
disrobe, walk around in white 
boxer-briefs and brood. Another 
thing that is not entirely bad. 
But unfortunately, Nick is such 
a two-dimensional character that 
Mulroney has little else to do. 

1 am not spoiling The Wedding 

Kat came to make this desperate 
decision, how she found Nick, 
why Nick does this for a living, 
anything. 

At fitut 1 thought the ftlmnwk 
m were anxious to get Into the 

'at but t quickly realised that 
, wet* simply not interested 

to character development When 
Kat and Nick arrive in London, we 
meet Kit s family, which seems to 
be titled entirely with stereotypes. 

works out for all the characters, 
could even tell you how they get 
there, Because you have seen H be-
fore. This film is Bke Frankenstein's 
monster, a disjointed patchwork of 
discarded pieces from other Alms, 
so sloppily thrown together that the 
Mm is hard to follow at moments. 
In fed, this is one of those rare 
instances when a film's publicity 
campaign actually helps die audi-
ence understand what Is going on. 

Romantic comedies can do 
many things. 1 % can challenge 
our concept of what love is, l ive 
us hope for future relationships 
or even discourage us Into a co-
matose couch-potato state, But a 
romantk: comedy's principle mis-
sion should be to make us laugh, 
to be frothy and effervescent As 
7MhMinf bate proves, this Is 
a tall order 
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Eric Jean 

- THRESHER SPORTS/commentary — 

Army should keep 
fighting for Rice 

An inscription from Epictetus in the Baker 
College Pits reads, "Difficulties are the things 
that show what men are." Had Epictetus been 
a s p c t s fan, he might have rephrased his 
quote as, "Losses are the things that show 
what fans are." 

The men's basketball team 
suffered a tough loss Satur-
day night to the University 
of Texas-El Paso. Even with 
an enormous student section 
that stayed rowdy through-
out the game, UTEP held the 
lead for most of the game 
and prevailed in the end. I 
hope a loss such as this does 
not cause Rice Owl basket-
ball fans to give up on the team. 

True, Owl chances of making the NCAA 
tournament are now slim to none — realisti-
cally, the only way the Owls will make the 
national championship bracket is by winning 
the Western Athletic Conference tournament 
at the end of the season. Nevertheless, those 
of us who were part of the Autry Army Satur-
day night should not consider this season a 
lost cause. 

Saturday night was an amazing example of 
the electric atmosphere that a gathering of 
loud people can produce. That game was one 
of the most exciting I have attended, even if 
it did end in a loss. If every game had atten-
dance like that, all fans would have more fun, 
and it would most definitely be beneficial to 
the team on the court. My wish is that those 
who had a good time despite the loss will 
return for the remaining games and keep the 
atmosphere as it was on Saturday. 

A true fan sticks with his team through 
thick and thin. Anyone can go out and buy 
a Patriots shirt this week and try to pretend 
they have always been a fan, but I have much 
more respect for the Eagles fan who still wears 
his gear this week. 

Our favorite teams cannot win every game 
they play — unless they are the Patriots in the 
playoffs, but that's another story. It is easy 
to support a winning team, but a fan demon-
strates true support by continuing to support 
his team even when it is down. 

Rice basketball fans now have a chance to 
show their character. Will we still show up in 
large numbers and be rowdy after the team 
has endured a rough stretch and when the 
bright lights of ESPN2 are not around? 

We have a chance to show we are not simply 
bandwagon fans following a team that was pre-
dicted to do big things at the beginning of the 
season. We have a chance to give a last round 
of thanks to the incredible seniors on the team 
that have done so much for the program. We 
have a chance to show that we Rice students 
have intense university pride, not just intense 
residential college pride. We have a chance 
to show that we cheer for the Rice basketball 
players not because they win, but because 
they wear Rice on the front of their jerseys. 

My guess is that what each fan does will 
probably hinge on what that fan took away 
from the big game Saturday night. If the only 
thing you took away from the game was a 
belly full of free Chipotle and a free T-shirt, 
then my worry is that we will not see you 
again this season. 

I hope you took away a sense of pride in the 
amount of school spirit that was shown and an 
increased hunger to help will Rice teams to 
victory. This is the spirit of a true fan. If this 
is the kind of fan you are, I expect to see you 
back in Autry soon. 

This st-ason isn't over yet. 

EricJean is a Will Rice College senior and co-president 
of the Rowdy Owls. 

Owls face Aggies downtown tomorrow 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

If the baseball team feels the loss of its 
three departed Frst-round draft picks, it 
did not show in Saturday's season opener 
against Central Missouri State University 
at Reckling Park. Freshman left-hander 
Joe Savery, junior right-hander Josh Geer 
and junior right-hander Bryce Cox each 
made his Division I debut, and the three 
combined for a school-record 21 strikeouts 
in leadingthe Owls to a 5-2 win overthe 2003 
Division II national champion Mules. 

MINUTE MAID PARK 
COLLEGE CLASSIC 
Rice faces Oklahoma State today 
at noon, Texas A&M tomorrow 
at 7 p.m. and Baylor Sunday at 
2:30 p.m. in the Minute Maid Park 
College Classic. Students can 
present their Rice IDs at the gate to 
purchase tickets for $6, half off the 
original ticket price. 

Tuesday's game against Sam Houston 
State was rained out, but the Owls, ranked 
19th nationally by Baseball America, will 
resume play at the Minute Maid Park 
College Classic against No. 23 Oklahoma 
State University today at noon. Rice will 
also play College Classic games against 
No 13 Texas A&M University tomorrow 
night at 7 p.m. and No. 10 Baylor Univer-
sity Sunday at 2:30 p.m. 

"We're playing OSU, who won the Big 12 
championship last year, and then we've got 
A&M, who knocked us out (of the NCAA 
tournament last year J, so ifs going to be 
an exciting weekend," sophomore second 
baseman Josh Rodriguez said. They may 
be Big 12 schools, and yeah, we need to get 
geared up, but this will show that although 
we lost three | first-round draft picks] last 
year, we're still here to play." 

Graham said Geer and Savery will start 
against Oklahoma State and A&M, but he 
has not decided who will appear in which 
game. Junior left-hander Matt Ueckert, who 
was slated to start Tuesday, will take the 
mound forthe Owls Sunday, and junior right-
handers Eddie Degerman and RyneTacker 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

freshman left-hander Joe Savery delivers a pitch against Central Missouri State Saturday. The 
Owls defeated the Mules 5-2 and face Oklahoma State today at noon at Minute Maid Parti. 
Rice plays A&M tomorrow at 7 p.m. and Baylor Sunday at 2:30 p.m. 

will pitch at some point this weekend. 
Head coach Wayne Graham said he will 

use all his available weapons in the team's 
game against A&M. which defeated the 
Owls 7-5 in the final game of the NCAA 
regionals last year. 

T h e main thing about A&M is I think 

they may have the best team in the Big 12," 
Graham said. "A win over them at this time 
would be so significant for our progran 
because they're rated higher than we are. 
It means a lot, and we're going to throw 
everything we've got at them." 

See BASEBALL, page 17 

Lady Owls claw back to third place in WAC 
Host Tulsa this weekend, play five of last seven conference games at home 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With road victories against a pair of mid-
dling Western Athletic Conference teams 
last weekend, the women's basketball team 
reasserted itself in the conference race . The 
Lady Owls (14-8, 7-4 WAC) currently sit in 
a tie for third place in the WAC, but Rice is 
just one half game behind second-place San 
Jose State University (14-6,7-3). The Lady 
Owls host the University of Tulsa (14-7,6-5) 
tomorrow at 2 p.m at Autry Court. 

"The WAC is definitely open this year," 
sophomore center Lauren Neaves said. 
"Having teams lose key games definitely 
helps us, but we need to take care of our 
own games and not depend on other teams' 
losses to move us up in the WAC." 

The Lady Owls entered last weekend in 
fifth place in the conference, but Southern 
Methodist University (16-5, 7-4) was upset 
at home by Fresno State University (13-7, 
5-6), and Tulsa lost at Boise State University 
(8-12,3-8) and the University ofTexas-El Paso 
(9-12,4-7) — the two teams Rice defeated. 

Tulsa's going to be mad," head coach 
Cristy McKinney said. "They need a win 
badly, so I think they're going to come in 
here really fired up. The key is to do what 
we do, but we have to understand that they're 
going to come in hungry, and we have to 
match that intensity." 

In the teams' meeting in Tulsa Jan. 13, 
the Golden Hurricane shot 57.7 percent 
in the second half and defeated the Lady 
Owls 74-61. Rice held 2004 WAC Freshman 
of the Year Jillian Robbins to 13 points and 

5 rebounds, as compared to her season aver-
ages of 16 and 9, respectively. But Tandem 
Mays scored 16 points for Tulsa, while the 
Golden Hurricane held the Lady Owls to 
37.1 percent shooting overall. 

"We have to do a better job defending 
—we letTandem Mays have a very good 
game," McKinney said. "We did a good 
job on Robbins, and we need to do that 
again, but we have to do a better job on 
the offensive end — we got really stale 
offensively up there." 

The teams were tied at 29 in that game, 
but freshman guard Maudess Fulton said 
the Lady Owls need to play a more complete 
game to beat Tulsa tomorrow. 

"At halftime, winning the game was 
within our grasp." Fulton said. "In the 

See WOMEN, page 16 

W L 0 0 K - T H E W E E K I N S P O R T S 
Friday 2 /11 

Saturday 2/12 

Sunday 2/13 

Tuesday 2/15 

Thursday 2/17 

noon Baseball College Classic vs. Oklahoma State (Minute Maid Park) 
3 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. Texas Tech (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 

2 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. Tulsa (Autry Court) 
2 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. Texas State (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
7 p.m. Baseball College Classic vs. Texas A&M (Minute Maid Park) 
all day Men's and Women's Track UH/RunSport Indoor All-Comers Meet (Yeoman Reldhouse) 

2:30 p.m. Baseball College Cl&v;lc vs. Baylor (Minute Maid Park) 

4 p.m. Baseball at UH (Cougar Field) 

7 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. Nevada (Autry Court) 
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Men's track wins 
DMR, 800 at UH 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Led by its corps of middle dis-
tance runners, the men's track and 
field team had a successful day at its 
second meet of the indoor season 
Saturday, the Hyatt Regency Invita-
tional at the University of Houston's 
Yeoman Fieldhouse. The team 
hopes to build on its momentum 
this weekend, when some of the 
team's top athletes will head to the 
Tyson Invitational in FayetteviDe, 
Ark., while others will compete atthe 
UH/RunSport Indoor All-Comers 
meet at UH. These two meets will 
be the team's final tune-ups before 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Indoor Championships Feb. 23-26 
in Boise, Idaho. 

'At the Arkansas 
meet, we expect those 
kids to run pretty 
fast, season-best 
[times]. We'd like 
to see at least a few 
provisional qualifiers 
... if not an automatic 
[spot].' 

— Jon Warren (Jones '88) 
Head men's 

track and field coach 

Sophomores Pablo Solares 
and Stephen Magness, junior 
Aaron Redman and sophomore 
Eric Spear will probably consti-
tute the distance medley relay 
team at the Arkansas meet, and 
Spear will run the 400 meters 
alongside junior Bahnsen Mill-
er. Sophomore Devon Fanfair 
will compete in the triple jump, 
and junior thrower Luke Stadel 
will throw the shot put. 

"At the Arkansas meet, we 
expect those kids to run pretty 
fast — season-best [times] at 
least or personal records," head 
coach Jon Warren Qones '88) 
said. "We'd like to see at least 
a few provisional qualifiers for 
[the] NCAA [Indoor Champi-
onships], if not an automatic 
[spot]." 

At the Hyatt Regency Invita-
tional Saturday, Solares — who 
was named the WAC indoor 
track and field Athlete of the 
Week for his efforts — Magness, 
Redman and freshman distance 
runner Colby Keithan combined 

to win the distance medley relay 
in 10 minutes, 11.90 seconds, 
a lmost e ight s econds fas te r 
than the second-place team from 
Texas State University. 

7 think we 're pretty 
well positioned. I 
think ... as far as 
racing goes ...we 're 
a little bit ahead of 
schedule.' 

— Stephen Magness 
Sophomore runner 

"We're pretty much where we 
expected to be," Solares said. "It 
wasn't a really tough meet or any-
thing like that, but next weekend, 
we're going to go to Arkansas 
where well race really, really good 
people — really fast people — so 
well get a chance to see how far 
we are right now." 

The distance medley race 
was close for the first two legs, 
with Solares and Redman build-
ing a slight lead over runners 
from Texas State, Grambling 
State, Prairie View A&M and 
Louisiana-Lafayette, Magness 
extended the Owls' lead within 
the first few meters he ran and 
continued to do so throughout 
the third leg. When Keithan 
received the baton for the final 
mile run, the Owls had a more 
than comfortable lead. 

Individually, Keithan placed 
seventh in the mile run with a 
time of 4:24.12, while Solares, 
Magness and Redman also had 
success in the 800-meter run. So-
lares finished 2.4 seconds ahead 
of the field, winning the event in 
1:52.39. Redman and Magness 
came within 0.31 seconds of each 
other, finishing in 1:55.51 and 
1:55.82, respectively. 

"I think we're pretty well po-
sitioned," Magness said. "I think 
we're, as far as racing goes with 
Pablo running well in the 800,... a 
little bit ahead of schedule." 

Miller finished second in the 
400-meter dash with a time of 
50.19 seconds. 

Fo rmer Owl Ail-American 
Ryan Harlan (Hanszen '04), cur-
rently a volunteer assistant coach 
at Rice, competed unattached in 
the meet. He finished eighth in the 
long jump, fifth in the pole vault, 
and his time of 7.80 seconds in 
the 60-meter hurdles was good 
enough for second place. 

Rice upsets 23rd-ranked LSU 4-3 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF' 

After its second consecutive 
upset of a ranked opponent, the 
now-38th-ranked women's tennis 
team will be favored in its home 
matches this weekend against Texas 
Tech University today at 3 p.m. and 
Texas State University tomorrow at 
2 p.m. Rice began the spring season 
ranked 67th in the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association poll, but they have 
moved up 29 spots after winning all 
four of their matches in the season's 
opening three weeks. Head coach 
Roger White said the rankings will be 
unpredictable until they change to a 
computerized system in March. 

"Texas Tech is a very good team," 
White said. "They're not ranked, but 
they'll finish the season in the rank-
ings. They're going to be a spoiler to a 
lot of teams, so we need to make sure 
we're not one of those teams. Rank-
ing teams this early in the season is 
a fickle process—just look at where 
we were and where we are now." 

For the second straight weekend, 
the Owls had to dig themselves out 
of a 1-0 hole after losing the doubles 
point to a higher-ranked opponent. 
Juniors Medeja Egic and Amy Cao 
quickly lost 8-3 to LSU's Marina Chi-
arelli and Camila Caliari at the third 
doubles spot. Junior Blair DiSesa and 
freshman Kimberley Patenaude went 
down a break early in their match at 
the top doubles position, but they 
could not convert on multiple break 
chances at 2-1 and eventually lost 
8-1. At No. 2 doubles, senior T rade 
Chong and freshman Dominique 
Karas appeared to be heading for 
the same fate, falling into a 7-1 hole 
in their match against Amanda Mang 
and Staten Spencer. 

"They jumped on us early in 
doubles," White said. "We were a 
little tentative, waiting to see what 
they were going to do, rather than 
having a plan ourselves." 

Chong and Karas rebounded, 
however, winning the next seven 
games and eventually the match 7-4 
in a tiebreaker. 

"They were playing really well 
in the first eight games, but we just 
stuck to our game plan," Karas said. 
"[Assistant coach Elizabeth Schmidt] 
just told us to stay out there as long as 
we could... . We started having more 
fun and working well together, and all 
of a sudden it was 8-7 for us." 

White said the win by Chong and 
Karas in doubles served as a wake-up 
call to the rest of the team. 

"Trade and Dominique did a 
great job of making adjustments and 
taking charge," White said. "I think 
that meant a lot to the team when we 
went into the team room [between 
doubles and singles] — it sent the 
signal that this is our place and we're 
here to play." 

Although the Owls had nothing to 
showfordoubles, Karas parlayed her 
doubles success into a singles win at 
the fifth position, defeating Tiffany 
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ALEX SK3EOA/THRESHER 

Junior Blak DiSesa, the reigning WAC Player of the Week, won the decisive third set of 
the deddng match in the Owls' upset of LSU on Sunday. Rice plays Texas Tech today at 
3 p.m. and Texas State tomorrow at 2 p.m. at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Tucker in straight sets, 6-3, 6-4. 
"Doubles definitely helped me," 

Karas said. "If we would have lost 
that match 8-1, I would have been 
down. Having won that gave me more 
confidence — I thought I could win 
my singles match." 

'To see [junior] Blair 
[DiSesa] struggling 
and then pull it off 
was an inspiration for 
everybody. That's how 
she got to be our captain 
— she has the power to 
inspire all of us.' 

— Kimberley Patenaude 
Freshman tennis player 

Chong did not enjoy the same car-
ryover effect as Karas, though, losing 
6-2, 6-2 to Spencer at No. 3 singles, 
which pulled the Tigers within two 
points of the dual-match victory. 

After failing to hold serve in dou-
bles, Patenaude continued to struggle 
at the onset of her singles match. She 
lost the opening set to LSU's I>auren 
Seaman, but then Patenaude pro-
ceeded to take control of the match 
Seaman won only two games the rest 
of the match as Patenaude secured a 
2-6, 6-1, 6-1 victory. 

"She played really gutsy," White 
said. "It's really hard to rebound after 
losing doubles and the first set of 
singles like that, but she got herself 
settled down and focused on the task 
at hand. She was really professional 
and took care of business—she's the 
youngest kid on the team, and she 
played like she was 23 years old." 

Patenaude said she relied on in-

tangibles since she was not playing 
her best tennis. 

"Nothing I was trying in doubles 
was working — Blair was the only 
reason that match was even worth 
watching," Patenaude said. "I was 
eager to find a solution—that's what 
I'm good at, trying to sneak out a win. 
I just kept the ball in play, kept the 
ball deep, and that worked for that 
match. I just played well tactically 
— my tennis was not at the level it 
should have been." 

With each team having won 
two points, the dual match became 
a bes t -of - three s i tua t ion , with 
DiSesa, freshman Christine Dao 
and Egic still on the court at the 
first, fourth and sixth positions, 
respectively. Dao won the first set 
of her match and took a 4-1 lead in 
the second set, but she could not 
convert, eventually losing 6-1, 4-6, 
2-6. However, Egic prevailed in the 
third set at the sixth spot, 7-5, 2-6, 
6-4, leaving DiSesa's center-court 
match as the deciding factor in the 
dual match. 

With the rest of the team looking 
on, DiSesa—the only member of the 
team who has played at Rice for more 
than two years — edged Mang 6-4 
in the third set to give the Owls the 
dual-match victory White said it was 
fitting that DiSesa secured the victory 
over the Tigers, the highest-ranked 
opponent — by 17 places — that 
the Owls have defeated during her 
tenure at Rice. 

"Blair has been on the court for 
some big matches in the past, playing 
at the top of the lineup as a freshman 
and sophomore, and she hasn't gotten 
a couple of those wins," White said. 
"I'm sure some of that was coming 
back in her mind, but she's put in the 
time and she's an upperclassman now 
— I was really proud that she came 
through and showed the caliber of 
person she is in that situation." 

Set TENNIS, page 16 

Houston Hi l le l 
The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life 

Shabbat Dinner TONIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 
1700 Bissonnet 

1 713-526-4918 www.houstonhillel.org 

B E l S J M B r W I 

http://www.ruf.riee
http://www.houstonhillel.org


THE RICE THRESHER SPORTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11,2005 15 

| i t 

w f-mm 

* 

ry • 
• 

' v„< 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Sophomore forward Morris Almond shoots a jumper in the Owls' 73-71 loss to 
UTEP Saturday. Rice resumes WAC play tomorrow at Tulsa at 1:05 p.m. 

Owls edged by Miners, 
drop to fourth in WAC 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRFSHBK STAFF 

After losing four of its last five con-
ference games, the men's basketball 
team travels north tomorrow to take on 
the University of Tulsa as the regular 
season enters its final four weeks. 

Rice (12-8, 6-5) remains tied 
for fourth in the Western Athletic 
Conference despite its recent slide, 
while Tulsa (6-14, 3-8) is tied for last 
place in the conference with Boise 
State University. In the teams' first 
meeting this season, the Owls beat 
the Golden Hurricane 82-70 Jan. 15 
at Autry Court. 

After winning just one of its 
first nine conference games, Tulsa 
rebounded with a pair of wins at 
home last weekend, including one 
over the same University ofTexas- El 
Paso squad that defeated the Owls 
73-71 Saturday. Rice has not won in 
any of its eight games at Tulsa all-
time and is a dreadful 1-6 away from 
Autry Court this season. Head coach 
Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) said 
the Owls can reasser t themselves 
on the road this weekend. 

"IThe key isj not so much an 
approach as just us doing what we 
do and playing with confidence," 
Wilson said. "We've got to be tired 
of losing, and we've got to be tired 
of going in there and not playing 
with confidence. The ball is in our 
court, it's just a mat ter of us going 
in and being assert ive, being ag-
gressive, playing to win. but doing 
it together." 

The Owls won two of three games 
on their last home-stand, beating Rock-
hurst University 82-63 Tuesday night 
and Boise State 68-52 Feb. 3. But the 
nati< mally televised loss to I TIE I' almost 
certainly squashed the ()wls' remaining 
hopesofan at-large NCAAtournament 
bid. Including that game, four of Rice's 
five conference losses have come by 
less than six ]>oints. 

"We're in close games, and we're 
doing the things that it takes to have 
an opportunity to win it or lose it," 
Wilson said. "We're right there at 
the stoop of the door. We're in the 
games we need to be in, but we've 
got to develop the resolve that we're 
going to win." 

Senior forward Michael Harris, who 
averaged 20 points and 11.5 rebounds 
per game while shooting 85 percent 
from the field in the Owls' two wins 
last week, was held to just 10 points 
and seven rebounds by the Miners, 
making only two field goals on five 
attempts due to constant double- and 
triple-teaming. 

"At this point in the year, it would 
be ridiculous to be frustrated about it 
— it's going to happen," Wilson said. 
"If anybody has any good sense they're 
going to do it. I didn't think that Mike 
did the things that we needed tonight 
to adjust. He really kind of got in his 
own head a little bit, but hopefully 
that's something we can come back 
and work on." 

After falling behind 57-44 with 
13 minutes left in the game. Rice re-
sponded with a 16-4 run, and the Owls 
took a 67-65 lead when sophomore 
forward Morris Almond hit a three-
pointer with 5:09 remaining. Almond 
came off the bench to lead the Owls 
with 17 points. 

"I'm not coming out there trying 
to take over the game." Almond said. 
"I just play my role. Harris draws so 
much attention, and it makes my job a 
whole lot easier." 

After the loss to UTEP, the ()wls 
won an uninspiring game Tuesday 
over Rockhurst (7-13), a Division 
II school in Kansas City, Mo. Rice 
trailed for much of the first half 
be fore building a 35-27 lead at 
halftime. Strong bench play again 
fueled the Owls, as Almond led 
Rice in scoring for the second con-
secutive game with a career-high 19 
points, and sophomore point guard 
Jason Okrzesik. playing in place 
of in jured s o p h o m o r e Lorenzo 
Williams, collected a career-high-
tying seven assists in a career-high 
20 minutes. 

" I t ' s all a b o u t c o n f i d e n c e , " 
Okrzesik said. "You come out there 
and can throw the ball to guys like 
Morris, (senior guard Jason McK-
rieth] and Mike — it makes it easy 
for me to look good with assists. 
I've just got to get it to them and 
they finish pretty much all the time. 
... It's fun." 

In addition to his 36 points, 
See MEN, page 18 

Robinson shatters weight throw record 
byJoshCooley 

THKKSHKK STAFF 

In the first month of its indoor 
season, the women's track and 
field team has only participated in 
local meets at Yeoman Fieldhouse 
at the University of Houston. But 
this weekend, the Owls will travel 
to Ames, Iowa for the Iowa State 
Classic, which begins today and 
runs through tomorrow. 

"I'm a little nervous," freshman 
thrower Ulrika Hinson said, "But if s 
also pretty exciting as a freshman to 
get to travel and go to big meets." 

Head coach Victor Lopez said 
the Iowa State Classic will better 
prepare the team for the Western 
Athletic Conference Championships 
Feb. 23-26 in Boise, Idaho, because 
Iowa State has a 300-meter track, 
as does Boise State. Lopez said he 
expects the Owls' confidence to 
improve and the team's times to get 
faster this weekend ascompared to its 
previous marks, which have all come 
at Yeoman's 200-meter facility. 

At the meet the Owls will compete 
against conference opponent UTEP 
as well as larger schools such as 
Kansas, Kansas State, Minnesota 
and Nebraska. Lopez said he thinks 
his team will fare well against any 
competition. 

"We are in competitive form right 
now," Lopez said. "We're ready to 
challenge anyone." 

7 could definitely 
see [junior Krystal 
Robinson ] breaking 
the record again.' 

— Ulrika Hinson 
Junior thrower 

Last weekend, the Owls had a suc-
cessful showing at the Hyatt Regency 
Invitational, highlighted by junior 
Krystal Robinson's school-record 
weight throw. Robinson broke the 
previous Rice record by a foot-and-a-
half two weeks ago at die UH Hilton 
Memorial Meet, and Saturday she 
bettered that mark by another 1 foot, 
5 inches, throwing the weight 50-6. 
Robinson's throw was good enough 
for fifth place in die event. Fellow 
thrower Hinson said she expects 
Robinson to continue to improve. 

"She's been on a roll lately," said 
Hinson. "She works extremely hard 
in practice, and I could definitely see 
her breaking the record again." 

Elsewhere in the field events, 

Hinson also shatter* d a personal 
record, as her throw of 42-8.25 in 
the shot put placed her sixth and was 
more than 2.5 feet better than her 
previous best Sophomore Shardee 
Caesar took fourth in the triple jump 
with a 37-2.5 mark, while junior Funmi 
Jimoh jumped 19-4.75 to finish sixth 
in the long jump. Freshman Rachel 
Greff was third—and second among 
collegiate competitors — in the pole 
vault, clearing 11-9.75. 

The Owls proved equally strong 
on the track, especially in the 60-me-
ter dash. Freshman Desai it Walwyn, 
juniorNinaMayesand senior Yvonne 
Umeh finished in third through fifth 
places, running the meet's shortest 
event in 7.54,7.56 and 7.57 seconds, 
respectively. Jimoh added a third-
place finish in the 60-meter hurdles 
to her long-jump success, while fresh-
man Callie Wells — who joined the 
team this spring—was the runner-up 
in the mile, breaking the five-minute 
barrier by more than a second. 

"The f r e shmen are proving 
to be really good performers ," 
Mayes said. 

Junior Megan Sandler, junior 
Danille Prime, senior Megan Smith 
and sophomore Jessica Cox com-
bined to win the distance medley 
relay, for the Owls' only event title 
on the day. 
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Seniors lead golf to sixth 
by Salil Desai 
THRKSHER STAFF 

The golf team finished in a three-way 
tie for sixth place at the rain-shortened 
Rice Intercollegiate last week on the 
strength of a pair of top-20 finishes 
from seniors Frank Buttacavoli and 
MattToohey. The University of North 
Texas captured the team title, shooting 
584 in a tournament plagued by heavy 
rain and wind. The Owls, who finished 
11 strokes behind North Texas, had 
experienced comparable weather con-
ditions in practice before tournament. 

"We have been practicing in pretty 
similar weather, so I think its effect was 
the same on everybody and we dealt 
with it okay," Buttacavoli said. "We had 
some bad scores, and we had some 
good scores." 

On Monday, when the weather was 
at its worst three Owl golfers ranked 
among the tournament's top 20, led 
by junior Parker LaBarge, who, along 
with three others, carded a 12th-place 
74. Buttacavoli and Toohey shot a pair 
of 75s that placed them in a tie for 19th. 
Freshman Heon Young Lee — who 
played in the tournament only as an 
individual and not as a member of the 
Rice team — tied for first place in the 
opening round with a 1-under 71. The 
team was tied for fourth after the first 
round and entered Tuesday's final 
round six strokes behind leader Sam 
Houston State. 

In the second round, Buttaca-
voli shot a 70 to finish in a team-high 

WOMEN 
From page 13 

second half, we didn't play as well 
as we would have liked to. We've 
always been talking about playing 
40 minutes a game — that's going to 
be our motivation [tomorrow]." 

Including this weekend's game 
against the Golden Hurricane, Rice 
will play five of its last seven WAC 
games at Autry Court, where the Lady 
Owls have compiled a 29-2 conference 
record over the last four seasons. Rice 
has played just 4 of its last 12 games at 
home dating back to Dec. 23. 

"It will definitely be nice to be at 
home for once," Neaves said. "This 
has been a long month and a half on 
the road, so ifs a lot nicer to know 
that we'll be here where we can 
get our confidence up before the 
WAC tournament" 

Before last weekend's road trip, 
San Jose State ended Rice's 16-game 
home winning streak Jan. 29. The Lady 
Owls turned the ball over 28 times 
in the loss, as the team could never 
find its rhythm offensively. But Rice 
responded against Boise State Feb. 3, 
jumping out to a 23-point halftime lead 

10th place, andToohey shot 71 to finish 
14th. LaBarge and freshman Jeff Kra-
kovviak shot a pair of 77s and finished 
33rd and 51st, respectively. Senior 
Eddie Rowe finished in 81st after card-
ing a final-round 80. After his 1-under 
performance Monday, Lee shot 79 in 
the final round, tying him for 27th place 
overall. The other freshmen playing as 
individuals, Addison Awe, Dean Burke 
and Bobby Thomure, finished in 71st 
75th and 82nd places, respectively. 

"[Awe, Burke, Lee and Thomure] 
were trying to play well so they can 
travel for the next tournament," Butta-
cavoli said. "For that reason, I think they 
put a lot of pressure on themselves." 

Krakowiak, who played in all of the 
team's matches last fall, finished 51st 
ending his streak at three consecutive 
top-20 finishes. With Buttacavoli and 
Toohey playing well and placing in the 
top 20, Krakowiak's ability to regain his 
fall season form will be a key factor in 
determining the team's success. 

"[Krakowiak] played in the fall, but 
I think the break without competitive 
play made him a little bit rusty," Butta-
cavoli said. "Jeff... has all the tools to 
succeed and he has plenty of experience 
from the fall season. All he needs to do 
is figure out what he has to do during a 
big layoff so he won't be rusty for that 
first tournament" 

The Owls will look to improve 
upon this week's performance when 
they travel to San Antonio to compete 
in the Roadrunner Intercollegiate 
Feb. 28-March 1. 
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before securing a 61-56 road victory. 
"Our coach told us that we just 

needed to forget about San J ose State," 
Fulton said. "We had a rough game, but 
we just needed to pick up where we left 
off with winning. We went in with aclean 
slate and focused on playing basketball 
like we usually do." 

Sophomore guard Krystal Frazier 
and Fulton combined to score 27points 
in Rice's victory, while Neaves added 
14 points and 11 rebounds. 

The Lady Owls maintained their 
momentum Saturday when they out-
shot and out-rebounded the Lady 
Miners on the way to a 70-60 victory in 
El Paso. Neaves scored in double 
figures for the second straight game 
with 16 points, while Frazier also scored 
16 — giving her 33 on the weekend 
— and contributed 4 rebounds. 

"Krystal played really well," McK-
inney said. "It was really big to have 
someone have two solid games shoot-
ing the ball and defensively.Thaf sgoing 
to really help everybody else relax if 
we have one or two players that can 
be pretty consistent" 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Junior Robert Searle lunges for a backhand in the Owls' match Saturday against Alabama at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 
Searle won his singles match, 7-5, 7-6 at the top singles spot and was named WAC Player of the Week for his efforts. 

Men's tennis topples Tide, travels to Tulsa 
by Matt McCabe 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The men's tennis team calmed 
the Crimson Tide with a resounding 
5-2 win Saturday over the University 
of Alabama at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. The then-31st-ranked 
Owls' win against the 36th-ranked 
Crimson Tide avenged Rice's 4-3 
loss in Alabama last year. 

"We played really smart doubles," 
head coach Ron Smarr said. "We 
competed in every match really 
well. The main thing is that we were 
ready to play." 

The Owls started quickly in doubles, 
setting the tone for the rest of the 
match. The tandem of sophomore 
Ben Harknett and junior Robert Searle 
easily defeated Luigi D'Agord and 
Sammy Struyf 8-4 at the top doubles 
spot. Junior Tony Haerle teamed with 
freshman Filip Zivojinovic to take down 
Eric Molnar and Javier Bes 8-5 at No. 2 
doubles, while sophomore Jason Mok 
and senior Take Morita completed the 
Owls' sweep with an 8-3 victory over 
RJ. Murray and Billy Mertz at the third 
doubles position. 

With the doubles point already 
secured, the Owls needed to win 
just three of the six singles matches 
to win the dual match and improve 
their spring record to 2-1. At the top 
singles spot, Searle rallied from a 
5-3 second-set deficit to upset then-
31st-ranked Luigi D'Agord, 7-5, 
7-6. Although ranked 11th at the 
beginning of the fall season, Searle 
is currently unranked because he 
sat out the fall season after having 
arthroscopic knee surgery. He 
should return to the rankings once 
they are updated later this month. 
For his efforts last weekend, Searle 
was named the Western Athletic 
Conference men's tennis Player 
of the Week. 

"I'm pretty happy with my play," 

TENNIS 
From page 14 

Patenaude said DiSesa's victory 
motivated the younger members of 
the team. 

"The whole team benefited from 
watching that match," Patenaude 
said. "Everyone grew personally, and 
we grew as a team. We already were 
a close team, but we bonded during 
that match. To see Blair struggling 

Searle said. "I'm still not back to 
where I want to be, but that's going 
to take time. 

At the third spot, Harknett took the 
first set against 92nd-ranked Joseph 
Jung but could not complete the upset, 
falling 2-6, 6-4, 6-1. Alabama captured 
its other team point at the No. 4 singles 
position, as Bes defeated Mok 7-6,6-4. 
Freshman Hoony Shin kept his unde-
feated dual-match singles record intact 
with a 64,6-2 victory over Mertz at the 
sixth singles spot 

' Tulsa is off to a 9-1 
start [and] Oklahoma 
State is a legitimate 
top 10 or 12 team in 
the country. Both of 
those will he huge 
challenges.' 

— Ron Smarr 
Head men 's tennis coach 

For the second consecutive week, 
a mid-year transfer played in his first 
dual-match for the Owls. After sitting 
out the team's first two dual matches 
while some eligibility issues were be-
ing clarified, freshman Ralph Knupfer 
from Bad Friedrichschall, Germany 
had a successful debut with a straight-
set victory over Andrew Felsenthal 
7-5, 6-4 at the fifth position 

"It was special for me because I 
couldn't play the first matches for Rice 
because I wasn't eligible," Knupfer 
said. "I was very happy to play." 

Knupfer said he looks to con-
tinue to get better as the season 
progresses. 

"I hope to improve my serve 

and my forehand — those are two 
important things," Knupfer said. "I 
hope that I can help the team win. We 
have a good team, and I'm sure that 
we can win a lot of matches." 

With convincing wins over UT-
Arlington and Alabama, the 32nd-
ranked Owls have rebounded from 
a disappointing season-opening loss 
to No. 69 Nebraska. 

"Starting the season as we did 
was probably the worst possible 
result on paper," Searle said. "In a 
way it made us sort of back up our 
ideas — we had to take a good look 
at ourselves and figure out what was 
going wrong. I think the results have 
shown that we've done better, not just 
in the matches, but also in practice. 
It's a credit to the coaches." 

After their match against 59th-
ranked BYU yesterday at Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium, the Owls 
will embark on their first road 
trip of the spring this weekend. 
Rice travels to Tulsa, Okla. to play 
47th-ranked WAC rival University 
of Tulsa tomorrow and 25th-ranked 
Oklahoma State University Sunday. 
The matches will be Zivojinovic's 
and Knupfer's first road competi-
tion since matriculating at Rice. 

"We've got to make sure that 
the new guys are prepared for it 
— I think that's the most important 
thing," Searle said. "We are all really 
excited about every match that we 
play now." 

The Owls defeated Tulsa 6-1 in 
regular-season dual match play last 
year and again 4-1 at the WAC Cham-
pionships, but Oklahoma State was 
one of just three teams to defeat Rice 
during the regular season. 

'Tulsa is off to a 9-1 start land] 
Oklahoma State is a legitimate 
top 10 or 12 team in the country 
— they're undefeated," Smarr said. 
"Both of those will be huge chal-
lenges indoors at Tulsa." 

and then pull it off was an inspiration 
for everybody. That's how she got to 
be our captain — she has the power 
to inspire all of us." 

DiSesa probably enjoyed the big-
gest win — both individually and as 
part of a team — of her Rice career 
last weekend, but Karas said the 
team leader reminded the younger 

Owl players that the team's season 
has just begun. 

"We had a great victory, but Blair 
[DiSesa] told us that we still have a 
tough season ahead of us," Karas said. 
There 's a lot of tough teams on our 
schedule, and we just have to keep 
playing like we're playing now ;ind hope 
everything turns out for the best." 

o> 
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Swim team splits road meets, 
readies for WAC Championships 

by Debbie Miller 
THRKSHER ST AH 

The swim team split its weekend 
road trip, falling to 6th-ranked South-
ern Methodist University Friday 
in Dallas and rebounding to topple 
Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth Saturday 

The swim team completed its season 
with a 5-6 record and now continues its 
preparation for the Western Athletic 
Conference Championships in San An-
tonio, Texas, Feb. 23-26. 

Last year, Rice finished in fourth 
place at the WAC meet behind eight-
time defending conference champion 
SMU, Hawaii and Nevada. The Owls 
swam against Nevadatwice this season, 
beating the Wolf Pack in a quadrangular 
at home and later losing to them in 
another quad meet in California. 

"Gauging from our experience 
against Nevada this season, we expect 
to be closer to them than last year," 
senior Jenny Voight said. "I think we 
can take them." 

Writh the dual-meet season com 
plete, head coach Seth Huston said 
he has eliminated a lot of morning 
practices, and most swimmers have 
stopped lifting weights. 

The team's goal is to place third at 
the conference meet, while individuals 
have focused on scoring at the confer-
ence meet or qualifying for the NCAA 
Championships, held March 17-19 in 
West Lafayette, Ind. 

"My personal goal is to place higher 
individually than in the past," junior 
Laura Healey said. "I've been in the top 
eight before, but always at the number 
six, seven or eight places. I want to be 
in the top lour for both my events, the 
50- and 1()0- freestyle." 

Senior Urska Ros and Healey led 
the team against SMU, as each won 
her individual event, but the Mustangs 
won the other 9 of the meet's 11 events 
to claim a 125-76 win. 

Ros took the 100-yard butterfly in 
57.01 seconds, out-touching SMU's 
Kathleen Roberts by 0.18 of a second. 
Senior KianaTaheri added three more 
points, edging Martina Hrdinovabyjust 
0.02 seconds for third place. 

BASEBALL 
From page 13 

Rice has won five of its last six 
games against A&M and is 9-1 in its last 
10 games against Baylor. Savery ;uid 
(ieer earned starting nods this week-
end with their starring roles in the 
season opener Saturday. 

Savery, who typically throws his 
fastball 89-91 mph, reached 94 mph on 
the radar gun against Central M issouri 
State, recording 10 strikeouts in four 
innings while allowing two runs. 

"I was nervous, of course," -Savery 
said. "Throwing the first game and 
hitting in the three-hole as a true 
freshman with some older guys 
around,... you just don't want to let 
your teammates down." 

Savery struck out so many batters 
that his teammates could have fallen 
asleep behind him; nobody except 
Savery made a play until freshman 
catcher Danny Lehmann caught a 
runner stealing on a wild pitch in the 
fourth inning. 

"For an infielder, it's kind of boring 
just sitting out there and watching those 
guys pitch, but you had to admire the 
way they were working out there," 
Rodriguez said. "Especially Joe, start-
ing the first game as a freshman,... he 
seemed pretty calm out there, throwing 
strikes, hitting his spots, using the off-
speed pitch real well." 

Central Missouri State starter 
I )anny Powers allowed only two balls 
to leave the infield in holding the 
Owls hitless until the fourth inning, 
when Graham inserted sophomore 
outfielder Adam Hale as a pinch hitter. 
Hale's single, sandwiched between 
two walks, set the stage for Lehmann 
with two outs and the bases loaded. 
Lehmann ripped a double over third 
base to tie the game 2-2. 

(ieer then relieved Savery and 
retired the first eight hitters he faced 

on just 27 pitches before encounter-
ing trouble in the seventh. But Geer 
escaped a bases-loaded jam with a 
strikeout and retired the Mules in order 
in the eighth. Cox then struck out the 
side on 13 pitches in the ninth to earn 
his first save. 

"We're re;dly happy about the pitch-
ing," Graham said. "How could you not 
be, with 21 strikeouts?" 

Offensively. Rice added two runs in 
the fifth inning after single's fr<)in junior 
Greg Buchanan — who started in left 
field, moved to third base and finished 
the game in center field — and Savery. 
Junior right fielder Lance Pendleton 
singled in Buchanan, and a sacrifice fly 
from fr. shman shortstop Brian Friday 
plated Savery. 

Lehmann padded the Owls' lead 
in the sixth, when his sacrifice fly 
scored Rodriguez, who had used 
his speed to squeeze a triple out of 
a line drive to right-center field to 
lead off the inning. 

"IRunning well] is going to be a 
huge part of our game," Rodriguez 
said. "That's going to help us out when 
lopposingl pitchers are struggling 
— guys moving up on dirt balls will be 
key, especially the way our offense is 
this year — we've got a bunch of guys 
tliat can hit the ball pretty well." 

Rice managed just six hits — one 
fewer than the Mules' seven — Satur-
day, but Savery said he expects the Owl 
offense to be better this weekend. 

"W< ''re g< )ing to work hard this week 
to have our bats prepared because we 
know against higher competition, ifyou 
start out that slow, you maybe out of the 
game before you get a chance to warm 
the bats up," Savery said. "There were 
probably six or seven new guys out 
there who haven't played here before, 
so we've gotten our jitters out ." 

Healey won the SOfreestyle in24.08, 
and the Owls' top sprinter also posted 
a 24.22 split as the leadoff leg of the 
200 free relay. 

"It was tough getting off a four-hour 
bus ride to swim a nationally-ranked 
team, knowing that we had TCU the 
next day," Voight said. 

Putting the loss to SMU behind 
them, the Owls rebounded against 
TCU, defeating the Horned Frogs 
on the road Saturday. Rice beat TCU 
156-137 in the teams' last meeting two 
years ago, but the Owls enjoyed a much 
larger margin of victory this year, beat-
ing the Horned Frogs 166-129. 

"We were much more ready to 
swim TCU," Voight said. "Our team 
motto is don't lose to TCU and we 
were in that mindset." 

Hill had a successful day individually 
against TCU, winning all three ofher in-
dividual events, and the Owls captured 
of 12 of the 14 racing events. 

Hill, Rice's top breaststroker for the 
past four years, took first place in the 
100- and 200-yard breaststroke events, 
as well in as the 200 individual medley. 
She also swam the breaststroke leg of 
the Owls' winning 200 medley relay. 

Ros won at least one individual event 
for the fifth consecutive meet when she 
took first place in both the 100- and 
200yard butterfly, finishing in 57.13 
and 2:05.52, respectively. 

Freshman Brittany Massengale 
and senior Adi Bichnian took the top 
two places in the 1,000-yard freestyle, 
completing the meet's longest race 
in 10:10.55 and 10:25.94, respectively. 
Massengale also won the 500-yard 
freestyle in 4:59.52. 

The meet ended well for the Owls 
as Ros.Taheri, Massengale and Healey 
won the 400-yard freestyle relay. 

Massengale has already provi-
sionally qualified for the 500 and 
1,650 freestyle, and her best time is 
only 0.25 seconds off the B-cut in the 
2(X) freestyle. Healey's season-best 
time in the 50 fret1 is 0.14 behind the 
provisionally qualifying time, and her 
season-best in the 100 free is 0.16 off 
the B-cut. Ros' season-best time in the 
200butterflyis0.47 seconds behind the 
provisionally qualifying time. 
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College Sports Roundup 
Electrical engineering graduate student Patrick MacAlpine (Will Rice 04) dribbles against Hanszen's Tim 
Cragin Sunday. GSA (2-0) won 3-0 to tie for the Champions Division lead with Sid Richardson (2-0). Wiess (1-1) is 
in third after a 6-0 win over Lovett (0-3). In the Premier Division, Baker (2-0) pulled away from Will Rice (1-2) for 
a 6-2 win to tie for the division lead with Brown (2-0). In women's soccer, Hanszen (2-0) beat Baker 5-1. In the 
only women's softball game to survive the weather, Sid beat Brown 5-3 Sunday. 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

#A 2 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#A3 
1 order of chicken 

and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 

#B1 Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 davs 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
P 2 0 0 4 Domino ' s Pizza LLC. Not valid with any o t h e r offer, alid at pa r t i c ipa t ing 
s tore only. Pr ices m a y vary. C u s t o m e r p a y s sa l e s tax. O u r d r ive rs car ry less 
t h a n $20 . Delivery a r e a l imited to e n s u r e safe delivery. Deep Dish Ext ra . 
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BY THE 

feb. 3-8 

MCE 6 1 B o m IT. 66 
Feb. 3.2005 — Taco Bell Arena. Boise. Idaho 

Rlc« 
Boise St. 

36 25 — 61 
13 43 — 56 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 70 IITEP 60 
Feb. 5. 2005 — Don Haskins Center, El Paso 

Rice 
UTEP 

34 36 — 70 
19 41 — 60 

Rice (14-8, 7-4) 
Woods 4-13 5-613, Neaves 4-8 8-9 16. Fulton 1-4 0-0 
2, Frazier 6-113-316, Elder 0-12-2 2, Singleton 001-2 
1.Riverinl-l 1-13. Berezhinska 0-0 0-0 O.Cunningham 
2-3 2-4 6. Peck 3-12 2-2 8, Loggins 1-2 1-2 3 
Totals: 22-55 25-31 70 

UTEP (9-12, 4-7) 
Phelps 1-2 1-2 3, Dydek 2-8 OO 4, Taylor 4-8 6-6 14. 
Avery 0-2 0-0 0. Launialnen 1-2 0-0 2, Krezel 1-4 0-0 
2. Piekarska 3-11 0-0 7, Rayos 1-3 0-0 2, Yancey 0-2 
1-1 1, Goslin 4 9 3-6 11, McGee 6-10 2 2 14 
Totals: 23-61 13-17 60 

Three-point goals — Rice 1-7 (Woods 0-3, Fulton 0-1, 
Frazier 1-2, Cunningham 0-1), UTEP 1-14 (Dydek 0-1, 
Taylor 0-2, Avery 0-1, Launialnen 0-1. Krezel 0-1. Piek-
arska 1-4, Rayos 0-1, Yancey 0-1, McGee 0-2) 

Rebounds — Rice 45 (Woods 10). UTEP 30 (McGee 7) 

Assists — Rice 12 (Woods 3), UTEP 16 (Taylor 6) 

Attendance — 422 

Rlc* (13-8, 84) 
Woods 1-514 3, Neaves 6-10 2-514. Fulton 4-101-2 
10, Frazier 7-12 1-4 17. Elder 1-1 OO 2, Singleton 0-1 
OO 0, Rivenn OO OO 0, Stovall OO 1-2 1. Cunningham 
1-4 1-2 4. Peck 3-4 4-5 10, loggins 0-2 OO 0 
Totals: 23-49 1124 61 

B o I m St. (7-12, 2-8) 
Blaine 5-10 1-2 13. Hawkins 2 8 1-2 5. little 2-5 0-0 
4. Harris 3-13 2-3 8, Buggs 2-5 OO 5, Paiz 0-4 0 0 0, 
Begay OO OO 0. Ramirez 1-1 OO 3, Stewart 0-1 OO 
0. Lee 5-9 4-7 15, Nakashima 1-3 0-0 3 
Totals: 21-59 8-14 56 

Three-point goals — Rice 4-11 (Woods 02. Fulton 
1-2. Frazier 2-2. Singleton 0-1, Cunningham 1-4), Boise 
St. 6-16 (Blaine 2-5, Harris 0-3. Buggs 1-1, Paiz 0-1, 
Ramirez 1-1, Lee 1-3, Nakashima 1-2) 

Rebounds — Rice 40 (Neaves 11), Boise St. 33 
(Hawkins 10) 

Assists — Rice 10 (Elder 3), Boise St. 9 (Harris 4) 

Attendance — 516 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

BOCKHURST 63 RICE 82 
Feb. 8, 2005 — Autry Court 

Harrison 4-8 OO 9, Okrzesik 0-1 OO 0, Almond 6-10 
6-7 19, Killings 1-2 O l 2. Bridges 1 1 OO 2 
Totals: 31-55 16-19 82 

Three-point goals — Rockhurst 6-22 (Torson 03, 
Dopson 03, Sebanski 1-6, Deas 2-3, Hahn 1-1, Day 
02. McKee 1-1, Burns O l , Caston 1-2). Rice 4-7 
(Gillespie 1-2. McKrieth 1-1, Harrison 1-1, Okrzesik 
O l . Almond 1-2) 

Rebounds — Rockhurst 31 (Torson, Sebanski. 
Burns 5). Rice 32 (Harris 11) 
Assists — Rockhurst 11 (Dopson. Burns, Caston 2). 
Rice 23 (Okrzesik 7) 

Attendance —1,570 

UTEP 73 RICE 71 
Feb. 5. 2005 — Autry Court 

UTEP 
Rice 

40 33 — 73 
32 39 — 71 

Rockhurst 
Rice 

27 36 — 63 
35 47 — 82 

Rockhurst (7-13) 
Schulte OO OO 0, Glenn 4-6 1-2 9, Torson 1-9 0-0 
2. Dopson 4-11 2-2 10, Sebanski 4-13 4-4 13, Deas 
4-7 0-0 10, Hahn 1-2 OO 3, Day 1-3 OO 2, McKee 
2-3 0-0 5, Burns 2-4 0-0 4, McGrath 0-0 OO 0, Caston 
1-2 2-2 5 

Totals: 24-60 910 63 

Rice (12-8) 
Moore 0-1 OO 0, Harris 8-9 1-117, Britton 0 3 1-2 1, 
Gillespie 6-10 2 2 15, McKrieth 3-6 6-6 13. Chancel-
lor OO 0-0 0. Culver OO OO 0, Packevicius 2-4 0-0 4. 

UTEP (18-5, 8-3) 
Williams 2-9 OO 4. Thomas 7-11 14-14 28, Tofi 5-8 
0 2 10, Ayala 3-9 OO 7. Rivera 0 3 7-8 7, Murphy OO 
OO 0. Davis 14 OO 2, St. Amant 3-5 OO 9, Gehrke 1-2 
2-2 4. Branch 1-2 OO 2, Kimble O l OO 0 
Totals: 23-54 23-26 73 

Rice (11-8, 6-5) 
Moore 3 5 3-4 9, Harris 2-5 6-6 10. Britton OO OO 0, 
Gillespie 3-91-2 9, McKrieth 4-116-815, Packevicius 
OO OO 0. Harrison 3-11 4 6 11, Okrzesik 0-0 0-0 0, 
Almond 6-11 3-4 17, Killings 0-1 0-0 0 
Totals: 21-53 23-30 71 

Three-point goals — UTEP 4-13 (Williams O l , Ayala 
1-6, Rivera 0-2, Davis 0-1, St. Amant 3-3), Rice 6-20 
(Moore O l , Harris O l . Gillespie 2-6. McKrieth 1-4. 
Harrison 1-5, Almond 2-3) 

Rebounds — UTEP 33 (Tofi 8). Rice 37 (Harris 7) 

Assists — UTEP 16 (Williams, Rivera 6), Rice 11 
(Moore, Gillespie, McKrieth, Almond 2) 

Attendance — 3,643 

Bote# St. (8-12, 3-7) 
Blackburn 4-10 5 8 14, Banks 2-7 OO 4, Ellis 3 9 
OO 6, Lane 2-10 3 4 8, Karl 240 OO 5. Robinson 
6 - U OO 13, Thompson OO 0 0 0, Lloyd 0 2 0 0 0, 
Harris 1-4 OO 2 
Totate: 2083 810 52 

Rice (11-7,8-4) 
Moore 2-6 O l 4. Harris 9-115-10 23. Britton 0 2 0-2 0, 
Gillespie 4 13 OO 9, McKrieth 6-12 1-115, Culver OO 
000 . Packevicius 12 OO 2. Harnson 4-8 OO 8. Okrzesik 
0 2 0 0 0. Almond 2-6 2-2 6, Killings O l 1-2 1 
Totals: 28-63 9-18 68 

Three-point goals — Boise St. 4-20 (Blackburn 1-3, 
Lane 1-6. Karl 18. Robinson 1-3. Harris 02). Rice 
3-17 (Harris 02. Gillespie 1-8. McKrieth 2-3, Harrison 
01 , Okrzesik 0-2, Almond O l ) 

Rebounds — Boise St. 40 (Ellis 11), Rice 44 (Har 
ris 12) 

Assists — Boise St. 13 (Blackburn. Lane. Karl 3). Rice 
14 (Moore. Gillespie 4) 

Attendance — 1,835 

MEN'S TENNIS 

ALABAMA 2 RICE 5 

BOISE STATE 52 RICE 68 
Feb. 3, 2005 — Autry Court 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

LSI) 3 RICE 4 

Boise St. 
Rice 

21 31 — 52 
37 31 — 68 

PICTURE 
YOURSELF 

in the 

2005 Campanile 
Thursday February 1 7th 

in the Grand Hall 
6-11 pm 

Bring Friends, Bring Props, 
Be in the Yearbook! 

Club Pictures Wil l Be Taken 

(RU) 8 1 
2. Karas/Chong (RU) d. Mang/Spencer (LSU) 9-8 
3. Chiarelli/Caliari (LSU) d. Cao/Egic (RU) 8 3 

Feb. 5. 2005 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 

1. Harknett/Searle (RU) d. D'Agord/Struyf (UA) &4 
2. Haerle/Zivojinovic (RU) d. Molnar/Bes (UA) 8-5 
3. Mok/Morita (RU) d. Murray/Mertz (UA) 8-3 

Singles 
1. Robert Searle (RU) d. Luigi D'Agord (UA) 7-5, 7-6 
2. Tony Haerip (RU) d. Eric Molnar (UA) 6-4, 6-2 
3. Joseph Jung (UA) d. Ben Harknett (RU) 2-6, &4. 6-1 
4. Javier Bes (UA) d. Jason Mok (RU) 7-6,6-4 
5. Ralph Knupfer (RU d. Andrew Felsenthal (UA) 
7-5, &4 
6. Hoony Shin (RU) d. Billy Mertz (UA) 6-4,6-2 

1. Blair DiSesa (RU) d. Amanda Mang (LSU) 6-3, 
1-6,6-4 
2. Kimberly Patenaude (RU) d. Lauren Seaman (LSU) 
2 8 , 8 1 , 8 1 
3. Staten Spencer (LSU) d. Tracie Chong (RU) 62. &2 
4. Marina Chiarelli (LSU) d. Christine Dao (RU) 
1-6, 84 . 6 2 
5. Dominique Karas (RU) d. Tiffany Tucker (LSU) 
8 3 . 8 4 
6. Medeja Egic (RU) d. Camila Calian (LSU) 7-5, 28.6-4 

SWIMMING 

RICE 166 TCU 129 
Feb. 5, 2005 
Student Recreation Center, Fort Worth 

1. Rice 
2. Texas Christian 

RICE 76 8MU 125 

166 
129 

Feb. 4, 2005 — Perkins Natatorium. Dallas 

1. Southern Methodist 
2. Rice 

BASEBALL 

125 
76 

Feb. 6. 2005 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 
1. Seaman/Tucker (LSU) d. DiSesa/Patenaude 

C E N T R A L M I S S O U R I S T . 2 R I C E 5 
Feb. 5. 2005 — Reckling Park 

CMSU (2-1) Rice (1-0) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Bradley cf 5 0 4 1 Henley cf 3 0 0 0 
Lacy c 4 0 1 0 Dodson ph 1 0 0 0 
Callahan ss 2 0 0 0 Rchnbch 3b 0 0 0 0 
Eftink 3b 4 0 0 0 Bchn lf-3b-cf 4 1 1 0 
Milauskas If 4 0 0 0 Savery p-dh 3 1 1 0 
Buettner dh 4 0 0 0 Rodgers l b 3 0 0 0 
VanMatre l b 3 1 1 0 Pendleton rf 4 0 1 1 
Welker rf 3 1 0 0 Friday ss 2 1 0 1 
Armstrong 2b3 0 1 1 Morris 3b 1 0 0 0 

McBryde 2b 1 0 0 0 Hale ph-lf 3 1 1 0 
Bramhall If 0 0 0 0 

Rodriguez 2b 2 1 1 0 
Lehmann c 3 0 1 3 
Duplessis c 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 2 7 2 Totals 29 5 6 5 

Score by inning R H E 
CMSU 020 000 000 — 2 7 1 
Rice 000 221 00X — 5 6 0 

E — Callahan (1); DP — CMSU 1; LOB — CMSU 8. 
Rice 6: 2B — VanMatre (1); Lehmann (1); 3B — Rodn 
guez (1); SF — Friday; SB — VanMatre (1): Buchanan 
(1); CS —VanMatre (1). 

CMSU 
Powers 
Outman L (0-1) 
Webber 
Rice 
Savery 
Geer W (10) 
Co* S(1) 

WP — Savery 3 (3) 

Attendance — 4.530 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
4 2 2 2 4 5 19 

3 3 1 0 13 
0 0 0 3 3 

IP H R ER BB SO BF 
4 5 2 2 3 10 19 

0 0 1 8 15 
0 0 0 3 3 

3 4 
1 0 

4 2 
1 0 

GOLF 

R I C E I N T E R C O L L E G I A T E 
Feb. 7 8. 2005 — Wildcat Golf Club 

Team Standings 
1. North Texas 584 
2. Memphis 585 
3. Sam Houston St. 587 
4. UT Arlington 589 
5 Nebraska 594 
T6. Rice 595 
T6. San Diego 595 
T6. Texas State 595 

Rice individual results 
10. Frank Buttacavoli 
14 Matt Toohey 
33. Parker LaBarge 
51. Jeff Krakowiak 
81. Eddie Rowe 

75-70 
75-71 
74 77 
76-77 
82 80 

145 
146 
151 
153 
162 

MEN 
From page 15 
Almond had a combined six as-
sists against just two turnovers in 
playing 47 minutes in the Owls' last 
two games. At the beginning of the 
season, Almond committed a total of 
four turnovers in just seven minutes 
against Middle Tennessee State and 
Louisiana-Lafayette. 

"It's a gradual process," Almond 
said. "I have highs and lows. I'm try-
ing to go out there and deliberately 
not turn the ball over because that 
used to be a problem, and it still is. 
I feel a lot better after these last 
two games." 

Wilson said the Owls will need 
continued contributions from their 
bench in order to record their first-
ever win in Tulsa. 

"We've had a little bit of a propen-
sity to go in and kind of think that each 
individual guy has to do it," Wilson 
said. "Rice has to beat Tulsa. It's not 
going to be Michael Harris beating 
Tulsa or Jason McKrieth beating 
Tulsa or Brock Gillespie, on down 
the line. It's got to be Rice. We've got 
to do things the way that we do them 
[to) be successful." 

After Saturday's game against 
Tulsa, Rice will play at Nevada on 
Wednesday before returning to 
Houston to face Murray State in the 
ESPN Bracket Buster Feb. 19at Autry 
Court at 4 p.m. 

* 
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One day two boys were walking 
through the woods when they 
saw some rabbit poo. One of the 
boys said. "What Is that?" 

"They're smart pills," said 
the other boy. * i a t them and 
they'll make you smarter." So 
the first boy ate them and said, 
"These taste like crap." 

"See," said the other boy, 
"You're already smarter." 

Today Is the last day to com-
plete late registration, add 
courses and drop courses 
without a fee. 

Game, set, match! 

The women's tennis team faces 
Texas Tech University at 3 p.m. 
in Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

How does Aunt Jemima turn on 
the Piilsbury Doughboy? She 
squeezes his doughnuts! 

The Shepherd School Sym-
phony Orchestra, conducted by 
Larry Rachleff, performs Ma-
chines, Iberia and other works 
at 8 p.m. in the Stude Concert 
Hall of the Shepherd School of 
Music. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Uttman at (713) 348-4933. 

SATURDAY 12 
In this urban Jungle, what ani-
mal are you? 

The Rice Environmental Club 
hosts their 13th Annual Envi-
ronmental Conference entitled, 
"Urban Jungle: Cities in the Im-
age of Nature," from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. in McMurtry Auditori-
um in Duncan Hall. The event is 
free and open to the public with 
lunch provided. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.ruf.rice. 
edu/~en viclub/conference. 

Polynesian Dance Experience 

Cynthia Robinson Cupach hosts 
"Polynesian Dance Experience" 
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Harjo 
Dance Studio in the Recre-
ation Center. The cost is $5 for 
Rice students, $10 for faculty 
and staff and $15 for outsid-
ers. Space will be limited, so 
pay your fee at the Recreation 
Center Operations Desk soon! 
For more information, contact 
Rebecca Vails at rvalls@rice.edu. 

A man enters a barber shop for 
a shave. While the barber is 
foaming him up, the man says 
he wants a really close shave. 

"I have Just the thing," says 
the barber, taking a small 
wooden ball from a nearby 
drawer. "Just place this be-
tween your cheek and gum." 
The client places the ball in his 
mouth and the barber proceeds 
with the closest shave the man 
has ever experienced. After a 
few strokes, the client asks in 
garbled speech, "And what if I 
swallow It?" 

"No problem," says the bar-
ber. "Just bring It back tomor-
row like everyone else doesl" 

The women's tennis team takes 
on Texas State University at 
2 p.m. in the Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. 

Another for Sandler: There are 
two files sitting on a pile of poo. 
One fly passes gas. The other 
fly looks at him and says, "Hey 
do ya mind? I'm eating herel" 

The women's basketball team 
battles Tulsa University at 
2 p.m. on Autry Court. Come 
watch the mayhem! 

Noche Callente 

The Rice Salseros and Rice 
Social Dance Society present 
"Noche Caliente" from 8 p.rn 
to 2 a.m. in the Grand Hall in 

HONK IF yOU 

LOVE 
UPENSIVf CAR INSURANCE STOP By IF yOU DON'T. 
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Immediate coverage by 

Lo« down-payment t e t i v i n i m t payment plans. 

Round- the - c l ock claim service. 

C A l l OR VISIT US FDR A F R f f * A T t QUO?6, 

P I H t C T 

5405 Bellaire 
(713)665-4667 
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the Student Center. The cost 
is for Rice students and 
$3 for others Free salsa lessons 
wilj be held from 8 to 9 p m 
For more information, contact 
salseros@rice.edu. 

SUNDAY 1 3 

every Tuesday and Thursday 
night 3t 7:30 p.m in the West 
Gym of the Recreation Cen-
ter. Learn to use balance and 
control more than strength and 
aggression- For more informa-
tion. contact Qikido@rice.edu. 

the Shepherd School of Music. 
Admission is free. For more in-
formation. contactTom Uttman 
at (7J3) 3484933. 

mm 18 
Orchestra Performance 

I^arry Rachleff conducts the 
Shepherd School Chamber Or-
chestra as they perform Janus, 
le Tombeau de Couperin and 
Concerto for Cello in A Minor 
at 8 p.m. in the Stude Concert 
Hall of the Shepherd School of 
Music. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Uttman at (713) 348-4933. 

WEDNESDAY 1 6 

MONDAY 14 
Valentine's Day 

Hey folks, it's Valentine's Day! 
So get that special someone 
flowers, or chocolate, or even 
a new liver. Or start crying 
because you're all alone and 
nobody loves you. Nobody. 

How does a crazy person travel 
through the woods? They take 
the psycho path! 

The International Programs 
Office hosts an information ses-
sion on summer travel scholar-
ships at 4 p.m. in the Miner 
Lounge of the Student Center. 

Cool Comebacks: Why don't you 
slip into something more com-
fortable like a coma! 

Kathleen Winkler on violin and 
Jon Kimura Parker on piano 
perform the complete cycle of 
Beethoven's sonatas for violin 
and piano starting tonight and 
continuing Feb. 19 and Feb. 
22. All three performances are 
at 8 p.m. in the Duncan Recital 
Hall of the Shepherd School of 
Music. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Uttman at (713) 348-4933. 

THURSDAY 

TUESDAY 1 5 
Share the love 

Political Science professor Rick 
K. Wilson presents a lecture 
entitled, "'In Others We Trust?' 
Roots of Human Cooperation 
and Conflict" at 4 p.m. in Mc-
Murtry Auditorium in Duncan 
Hall All are welcome. 

Alkldo 

The Rice Aikido Club invites all 
students to practice the ancient 
Japanese martial art of Aikido 

What did the pig say at the 
beach on a hot summer's day? 
I'm bacon! 

The International Programs Of-
fice hosts a workshop for sum-
mer study abroad applications 
at 4 p.m. in the Miner Lounge of 
the Student Center. 

What does Ron Artest keep in 
his trunk? Fan clubs! 

The women's basketball team 
toys with the University of Ne-
vada at 7 p.m. at Autry Court. 

New Music 

Acclaimed contemporary music 
ensemble, the California E.A.R. 
Unit, performs works for cham-
ber ensemble, electronics and 
multimedia including Frederick 
Rzewski's Coming Together, and 
works by Eve Beglarian, Eric 
Chasalow, Amy Knoles, Kaija 
Saariaho and James Sellars. 
The performance is at 8 p.m. 
in the Duncan Recital Hall in 

After a long day of drinking in 
his favorite pub, Panny had to 
use the bathroom. After a few 
minutes, agonizing screams 
emanated from the stalls. A 
barmaid quickly rushed to see 
the problem. 

"Sir, what are you yell-
ing about? You're scaring the 
customers." Danny replied, 
"Every time I try to flush the 
toilet something keeps biting 
my balls!" 

The barmaid sadly looked 
down and said, "Sir, please get 
off the mop bucket." 

Today is the last day for stu-
dents to convert a "Pass/Fail" 
to an earned letter grade for 
courses taken in Fall 2004. 

Awesome insults: You grow on 
people like a wartl 

The baseball team challenges 
Southwest Missouri State at 
4:30 p.m. in Reckling Park. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

WHO SAYS TRAVELING ON 
BUSINESS HAS TO BE DULL. 

- *+s' • 
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It's a job that can take you anywhere in the world 
Become part of a team of specially trained 
warriors dedicated to fighting for freedom. It's 
your chance to make a difference in your life and 
in the future of your country To find out more, visit 
SF.GOARMY.COM or call 1-888-676-ARMY 

Ask how you can 
get up to 

$70,000 for 
College and up to 

$20,000 
Enlistment Bonus 

Where-* Army Recruiting River Oaks 

When: Year Round 

Who: Sgt. First Class Valadez, (713) 942-0120 

U S ARMY 

http://www.ruf.rice
mailto:rvalls@rice.edu
mailto:salseros@rice.edu
mailto:Qikido@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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FREE ASSOCIATION: The 'diehard,4 

one of many classic patterns in 
John Horton Conway's zero-player 
cellular automation game, disap-
pears only after (a whopping) 130 
iterations. Rice students, let this 
be a lesson. 

Cavernous 
ceilings... 

'create echoes. 

the Game of 

CE 
You... dance. 
(Lose a turn). 

You ... wonder why you 
are here. (Advance 1) 
You may be ... recently 
2 1 and using your Owl 
Sticker OR you may be... 
a member of the hosting 
college OR you may be... 
fun-loving. 

.You ... stand in line 
for the bathroom. 

PUBLIC PARTY PLAYER 
Hands ... beckon from tabletop. 
They want you to dance on the 
table. Go ahead, no one's here 
to see. 

Navigate a Rice party... 
while circumnavigating all the pitfalls therein! A game of chance & skill 

You... spill sangria in the 
stairwell. (Advance 2) 
By dropping your cup and not 
cleaning up, you proclaim your 
superiority over the member of 
the cleaning staff who will scrub it 
off the steps come Monday. In the 
words of Adam Smith, "The real 
tragedy of the poor is the poverty 
of their aspirations." 

You ... mill on the balcony. 
Mill, mill, mill. (Lose a turn). 

You ... jam up a narrow door-
way. (Go back 2) 

You ... stick to floor. 

Others ... stick to you 

PRIVATE PARTY PLAYER 
You... made it! 
Shoot Taaka out of Dixie Cup. 

$ HINT: For the correct inbreeding coefficient, 
choose the Wright Path. You, your ex, your friend's 
ex, and more can form a tight-knit path analysis. 

You ... shove and elbow. 
(Spin again!) 
Almost there. The backcorner bar made of plywood/ 
the Lonestar keg in the shower is in sight. 

Th 

Private party grail. This one says, 
"The Eyes Are The Windows Of 
The Soul" and is surrounded by 
an inspirational glow. 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HOUSING 

WEST UNIVERSITY duplex-spacious 
2-bedroom/l-bathroom. Central A/C, 
hardwood floors, washer /dryer , re-
frigerator, reserved parking. No pets. 
2336 Addison Rd. $995 per month. 
Contact Mike: (281) 313-0556. 

CONDO FOR RENT Small 1-bed/l-
ba th g round floor, Richmond at 
Greenway Plaza. Own Washer and 
Dryer, beautiful remodeled custom 
ceramic tile bath and kitchen. Large 
closets, low electric. $565 per month. 
(713) 557-0973. 

WILLY'S PUB 
Est. 1 9 7 5 

Monday 2/14 

Tuesday 2/15 

Happenings at the PUB 
for the week of 2/14/05 

Martel Mondays (starting @ 9:30) 
w/ Trey Smith & Will Wood 

Salsa Class w/RSDS 7 -9:30pm 

Flip night - 50/50 chance pricing 

Wednesday 2/16 Swing Class w/RSDS 7 -9:45pm 

Trivia Competition 10 -11pm 
$20 Willy Bucks to the winners! 

Thursday 2/17 ESL Game Night (5 -7:30pm) 

Willy's is closed 
for 100 Days Celebration 
Celebrate with a senior?! 

Congrats to the 212 Trivia Winners 
Team Air Bud 3: 7th Inning Fetch 

Wolfman , Adam, Zaven , Hortsman, Jon, Tobo 

GREATRENTALfor family! 4-bed/2.5-
bath, home convenient to Downtown, 
UH, Rice, METRORail and Medical 
Center. Huge rooms, many custom 
features! $2,500 per month. Call Helen 
Michael: (713) 840-5018. 

HOUSE FOR RENT 1521 Bonnie Brae 
St., half-mile from campus by Mandell 
and Richmond. 3-bedroom, 2-bath, 
loft, large backyard and across from 
park. $2,100 per month. Call Billy at 
(281) 687-7809. 

HELP WANTED 

LOOKING FOR organized, fashion-
savvy and extremely outgoing person 
to be a trendsetter scout. The scout 
will recruit fashion-forward people 
aged 20-24 on the street, in malls 
and at nightspots. Must have flexible 
schedule (af ternoon and evening 
available) and be ready to start the 
week of Feb. 14 for 2 -3 weeks. Send 
resume to info@outlawconsulting. com. 
No phone calls please. 

AFTER SCHOOL care for 2 teenage 
girls. Must have a car for driving to 
various sport activities and appoint-
ments. Please call Heather Kopecky at 
(713) 816-2997 or (713) 704-6790. 

ADMINISTRATIVE Assistant. Rice 
Village, flexible hours, relaxed setting, 
internship possibilities. Reply with your 
availability and request application via 
e-mail: vsiacono@sbcglobal. net. 

LOVING FAMILY n e e d s in-home 
child care for our beautiful 13-month 
old girl. Hours are flexible, but prefer 
daytime. Also prefer own transporta-
tion. Pay is $10 an hour. Contact Kate 
or Ralph Compton: (713) 283-5283. 

MEDICAL SECRETARY part-time 
for extraordinary medical office in 
Memorial Park. Power Point essential. 
Fax resum£: (713) 660-8595. 

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT op-
portunity. Sales assistant needed. 
Flexible daytime schedule, work up 
to 20 hours per week, $10 per hour. 
Must be fluent in standard English. 
Office located near 1-10 West and 610 
Loop, www.campbellisi.com. Call for 
telephone interview, Trent Campbell: 
(713) 681-6147. 

PART-TIME credit assistant needed. 
Must be articulate and have a good 
phone voice. Computer and typing 
skills necessary. $9 an hour. Call: 
(8(H)) 352-3395. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

ANONYMOUS EGG donors needed 
to help infertile couples. Compensation 
$5000/cycle-up to six. Ages 18-31, non-
smoker, healthy, intelligent and attrac-
tive, height and weight proportionate. 
www.xytexovations.com. Call Renee or 
Catherine (866) 517-7513. Questions 
or photos to rkoon@xytex.com. 

$5,000 PAID. Loving couple seeking 
special egg donor to help build our 
family: sAT>1200, blonde or brown 
hair, type O or A blood. Contact: 
Specialeggdonor@yahoo.com 

400 WATT SUBWOOFER amp for sale. 
Mintconditionandincludeswires. $50or 
best offer. E-mail rob.paek@gmail.com. 

GOT 90 HOURS? Then you can order 
your class ring anytime at the campus 
store. $25 deposit. 8-12 weeks for 
delivery. 

PICK UP YOUR YEARBOOK Campa-
niles are available 2003-'04, 2002-'03, 
2001-'02, 2000-'01 and 1999-'00. Under-
graduate students are eligible to receive 
books for any academic year that they 
were registered. Get your book in the 
Clubs Office, 2nd floor, I>ey Student 
Center, M-F, 1-5. 

TRASH THE THRESHER. Please 
recycle this newspaper when you've 
finished reading it. 

PIAY ADULT REC SOCCER. Coed 
and women's leagues, Sundays and 
Mondays, mostly West Houston. See 
www.hwsa.org. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:classifieds@rice.edu
http://www.campbellisi.com
http://www.xytexovations.com
mailto:rkoon@xytex.com
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