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ID card access policy 
approved by colleges 

by Josh Cooley 
FOR THE THRESHER 

ERIC WILLIAMS/THRESHER 

Get the lead out 
Sophomore second baseman Josh Rodriguez and the baseball team stretch before practice 
Wednesday. Rodriguez and the Owls open their 2005 season tomorrow at 2 p.m. at Reckling 
Park against Central Missouri State. See baseball preview, pullout. 

T h e colleges have approved a change that 
allows students night-time entry to residential 
buildings with their Rice ID cards. In the past, 
s tudents were able to enter only their own col-
leges between midnight and 7 a.m. using their 
IDs, but they now have 24-hour access to all 
nine residential colleges. 

Student Association President Derrick Mat-
thews first proposed the change to the Rice 
University Police Depar tment in November. 
T h e plan was approved by the President 's Of-
fice, Housing and Dining, the General Counsel's 
Office and the Commit tee of the College 
Masters. Each college cabinet discussed the 
proposal at its first meeting of the semester, 
and each decided to allow 24-hour access to 
s tudents from other colleges. 

Will Rice College Master Joel Wolfe, who 
chairs the Masters ' Committee, said every col-
lege approved the switch to 24-hour access. The 
college masters and presidents reported these 

decisions to the Masters ' Committee Jan. 25, 
and RUPD made the change Jan. 26. 

Baker College senior Ben Moss said he 
welcomes the change. 

"I think it's a good policy," Moss said. "I've 
always wanted it. I don't see why it wasn't 
established in the first place." 

Baker College senior Sharon Singer said 
although she lives off-campus, she appreciates 
the advantages of the new policy. 

"It's a good idea," Singer said. "I r emember 
[ the inconvenience of] having to call my fr iends 
to come downstairs and let me in." 

Some s tudents and mas te r s raised the 
concern that 24-hour access would compro-
mise the security of the colleges dur ing Willy 
Week, Matthews, a Will Rice senior, said. To 
prevent jacks from getting out of control, every 
college voted to revoke the 24-hour access 
temporarily for the week leading up to Beer-
Bike. During Willy Week, each college will 
be closed to non-college res idents between 
midnight and 7 a.m. 

See IDs, page 8 

Possible bike thief apprehended 
by Clarence Yung 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

R U P D o f f i c e r s a r r e s t e d 
conv ic ted bicycle thief David 
Hawkins T u e s d a y for steal ing a 
bicycle on campus . Hawkins has 
an extensive criminal h i s tory of 
thef t and burg la ry and was con-
victed of steal ing bicycles at Rice 
in 1996, RUPD Chief Bill Taylor 
said. Taylor said he hopes the 
a r res t will end a recent wave of 
bicycle thef ts . 

D u r i n g t h e p a s t m o n t h , 
13 bicycles have been reported 
stolen from bicycle racks around 
campus. Although Rice University 
Police Department does not keep 
statistics on bicycle theft rates, 
Taylor said the number of thefts 
this month has been significantly 
higher than usual. 

RUPD Sergeant Alex Adames 
a p p r e h e n d e d H a w k i n s a f t e r 
r e spond ing to a call f rom a stu-
dent , RUPD Lieutenant Dianna 
Marshal l said. 

"We got a call f rom a s tuden t 
that a suspec t had been looking 
at the bicycles in the rack at 

H a n s z e n [Col lege] , " Marsha l l 
said. "When of f icers ar r ived in 
area, they saw a suspec t match-
ing the descr ip t ion exi t ing on 
a bicycle t h r o u g h En t rance 4. 
He went a c r o s s the s t r ee t into a 
park ing ga rage , and they picked 
him up the re . " 

Hawkins was c a r r y i n g bolt 
cutters , ballpoint pens and two 
locks, including a U-Bolt lock. 
It has been widely repor ted that 
ballpoint pens can be used to open 
a U-Bolt. One lock was visibly 
broken, Marshall said. 

T h e s u s p e c t d i s m o u n t e d a 
bicycle, which was labeled with a 
Rice bicycle registration decal. 

" [ T h e ] s u s p e c t was placed 
u n d e r a r r e s t b e c a u s e h e ... 
had in his possession a bicycle 
with a univers i ty decal on it," 
Marshall said. 

T h e decal was used to identify 
the owner of the bicycle, who 
told RUPD off icers that she did 
not know Hawkins and that he 
was not au thor ized to use the 
bicycle. 

RUPD of f ice rs app rehended 
the suspec t quickly because of 

the s tuden t ' s tip, Marshal l said. 
"One of the reasons we were 

able to quickly get on this is 
b e c a u s e a s t u d e n t w h o k n e w 
about the bicycle thef ts had been 
watching him travel back and forth 
between the bicycle racks in the 
colleges, and the s tudent gave us 
a call with a good description," 
Marshall said. 

H a w k i n s w a s t r a n s p o r t e d 
to H a r r i s C o u n t y J a i l a n d 
c h a r g e d with C lass B misde-
m e a n o r thef t . 

Taylor said he hopes the arrest 
of Hawkins will end the recent 
string of bicycle thefts. 

"We're pretty sure this is the guy 
who's been responsible for the rash 
of thefts," Taylor said. 

Students should continue to 
watch for suspicious activity around 
bicycles, Marshall said. 

"We're hoping he 's the only 
one , bu t t h e r e is a lways t h e 
possibility that there is another 
bicycle thief or that he may have 
been working in par tnersh ip with 
someone , " Marsha l l said. "It 's 
never a good idea to let down 
your guard." 

SA scraps Camacho 
bobblehead project 

by Prasheeda Bremjit 
THRESHER STAFf 

Students hoping to purchase a 
smiling, head-bobbing figurine in 
the likeness of former Vice President 
for Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho 
will be disappointed. The Student 
Association will not sell bobblehead 
dolls made in Camacho's image, as 
was planned in the fall. Students 
who prepaid for the dolls will receive 
refunds, SA President Derrick Mat-
thews said. 

Matthews said he decided not to 
order the bobbleheads after Baker 
College Senator Drew Tedford, who 
was in charge of ordering the dolls, 
informed him they might not arrive 
until after the end of classes. 

"If we ordered the bobbleheads 
at this point, they might not get here 
until after graduation," Matthews 
said. "Distributing them to the people 
who ordered them would be a logisti-
cal nightmare. So I decided to scrap 
the project." 

The SA had planned to order the 

dolls from BPIC ollectibles, a Florida 
company. The company designs each 
doll from a series of photographs of 
the subject and produces a model, 
which is sent to the cus tomer for 
approval. The minimum order is 500 
bobbleheads, costing $6 each. 

Tedford, a sophomore, said he 
b e g a n inves t iga t ing t h e p ro jec t 
late last semester. Tedford said he 
contacted BPI, sent photographs of 
Camacho and was ready to place the 
order when the company informed 
him the production process would 
take up to five months. 

"When the timetable hashed out, 
we realized [the dolls] wouldn't be 
here until, at best, the next-to-last 
week of classes,"Tedford said. "It was 
too much risk to get them the week 
of finals and try to sell the extra 300 
we were going to have [in addition 
to] the orders we had." 

More than 200 s tudents ordered 
the dolls at the farewell party held 
by the SA in honor of Camacho and 
his wife, Carol Camacho, Oct. 19. 

See BOBBLEHEADS, page 4 

Six vehicles burglarized in 
Abercrombie Lot Sunday 

INSIDE 

by Jenny Rees 
THRESHER EDfl 'ORIAL ST AM 

T h r e e non-Rice individuals a r r e s t ed early 
Sunday for public intoxication, possess ion 
of a control led subs tance and possess ion 
of mar i juana have also been linked to six 
vehicle break- ins in Aberc rombie Lot the 
s a m e night. 

At about 4 a.m. Sunday, Sean Farre l l and 
J o r d a n Pannel l were a r r e s t ed for publ ic 
intoxication and possess ion of a control led 
subs tance , respectively, af ter they allegedly 
t h r e a t e n e d s t u d e n t s ou t s ide Mar te l Col-
lege. At 5:20 a.m. Erikka Ruano was found 
passed out in a vehicle in Aberc rombie Lot. 
Ruano was intoxicated and in possess ion of 
mar i juana . 

Rice Universi ty Police D e p a r t m e n t of-
f icers took the th ree into custody, and at 
9:45 a.m. a s tudent r epo r t ed d a m a g e to a 
vehicle parked in Aberc rombie Lot. T h e 
car ' s rear window had been b roken and a 

t ire def la ted. Upon investigating, of f icers 
d i scovered that four more vehic les in the 
lot had been b roken into. 

"As we were p rocess ing [Farrel l , Pannell 
and Ruano [ . . . we s ta r ted get t ing r e p o r t s of 
c a r s be ing b roken into in the s ame area," 
RUPD Chief Bill Taylor said. 

The three admitted to breaking into the 
vehicles, Taylor said. 

An additional vehicle break-in was discov-
ered Monday morning. 

Taylor said the evidence in the case ha s 
been submi t t ed to the Har r i s County Dis-
trict At torney ' s Office. The district a t to rney 
accep ted c h a r g e s for public intoxicat ion, 
possess ion of a controlled subs tance and pos-
session of mari juana, and RUPD is working to 
have additional cha rges for vehicle vandalism 
and burg la ry added , Taylor said. 

RUPD Lieutenant Dianna Marshall said 
RUPD has yet to hear from two of the owners 
of the vehicles. 

See BURUARY,page* 

Full weekend of sports 
If neither physics homework nor college 

soccer can hold your attention on a frigid 
Saturday afternoon, the men 's tennis team 
is hosting Alabama at 1 p.m. tomorrow at 
Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Or if you just miss the boys of summer, 
head out to Reckling Park for the baseball 
team's season opener tomorrow at 2 p.m. 
against Central Missouri State University. 
(See baseball preview, pullout.) 

Later that night, find your way back to 
Autry Court for the first nationally televised 
men's basketball game at Autry Court in 
eight years. Tip-off against the University 
of Texas-El Paso is at 9:05 p.m. 

Finally, the women's tennis team hosts 
LSU Sunday at 2 p.m. 

As if you didn 7 know... 
Think you can do the job be t t e r ? 

Now's your chance to prove it, because 
petitions for Student Association General 
Elections are due today by 1 p.m. outside 
the SA office on the second floor of the 
Student Center. 

OPINION Page 2 
Who really decides what's news? 

A&E Page 12 
Wljat was the Academy thinking? 

SPORTS Page 15 
Womens tennis hosts No. 23 LSU 

Quote of the Week 

"Some of us oppose the war, some of us 
went along with the war, but this is for history 
to judge. Now we have to look ahead, look 
forward and be ready to work together." 
— Amr Moussa, secretary general of the League 
of Arab States, in a speech at the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy Monday. 

Scoreboard 

Women's Tennis 
Maryland 2, Rice 5 
Men's Tennis 
UT-Arlington 1, Rice 5 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Mostly sunny. 43-60 degrees 
Saturday 
Cloudy. 52-62 degrees 
Sunday 
Rainy, 51-67 degrees 
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New 24-hour policy 
makes perfect sense 

IMikkl Hebl is our commencement 
[speaker, huh? Well, It'# too bad 
iRIce couldn't get someone from the 

[outside, but she's an 
•excellent professor, 
land she was even our 
lo-Week speaker! This 
Iwill be just as good. 

I They didn't even LOOK for anyone 
outside Rlcel? What the hell! 

I You'd think after all the tuition and 
"lfees and broken 

I promises they 
I might try to make 
lit up to us with a 
I decent speaker, 
I but noooo... 

Next time you swipe your ID card at another college's 
door late at night and rush in out of the cold, take a sec-
ond to thank all the people and committees whose logical 
thinking made it possible (see story, page 1). 

When Student Association President Derrick Matthews 
made the suggestion that ID cards should grant access 
to all residential buildings all the time, instead of just 
between 7 a.m. and midnight each day, we worried that 
institutional bureaucracy would prevent the change from 
taking place. But all the people and committees and or-
ganizations that had to sign off on the change did so, and 
the new policy went into effect Jan. 26. 

The college governments were the final hurdle, and we 
are glad each college voted both to enact the policy and 
to temporarily revert to the old policy during Willy Week, 
a decision that should maintain the fun and excitement 
of Willy Week jacks. We also hope students will stop 
propping doors open; now that all students can access all 
residential buildings, there should be no need. 

So whether the new rules help you get some late-night 
booty, use another college's piano or just do what Rice 
students do best — study at the last minute — we're glad 
logic prevailed. 

MFAH event was fitting 
Passport kickoff 

Well, we're all that much more cultured. 
Even if some of us did not brave the rain to ride the 

METRO light rail to the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Tuesday for the celebration of the Passport to Houston 
program, we think it was an valuable event, in part because 
of the strong turnout. 

When off-campus venues open for Rice-specific events, 
it is important that the university make a good showing, 
and both students and faculty were well-represented 
Tuesday. We're glad both groups made the effort to 
attend and enjoy a museum that otherwise might not 
have made it into their schedules. 

Now if we could just reserve Reliant Stadium for the 
Powderpuff championship game, we'd really be interact-
ing with Houston. 

We missed 100 Days 
We were disappointed that yesterday — an important 

milestone in the lives of graduating seniors — went 
without the recognition it deserved. 

Today there are 99 days until Commencement, but 
yesterday there were 100. We wish the Senior Committee 
had honored the occasion and acknowledged the beauty 
of nice, round numbers by holding the 100 Days party 
that has become an annual senior tradition. 

We would urge the committee to plan a 75 Days event, 
a 50 Days event or a 25 Days event, but it just wouldn't 
be the same. We hope next year's committee will keep an 
eye on their calendars and not pass over 100 Days. 

' 
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Rice Voices 

(Don't) give the people what they want! 
We are a people used to getting 
exactly what we want, a nation of 
iPods and TiVo and Whataburgers. 
No freedom is more precious than 
our freedom of choice. 

But when it comes to 
news, what we want is 
often precisely what we 
do not need. 

For a glimpse of where 
U.S. news providers may be 
headed, we need only look 
to Chile and the paper Las 
Ultimas Noticias — The 
Latest News. 

Faced with declining 
readership of a paper widely 
seen as stodgy, the pub-
lisher, Augustine Edwards, decided 
he needed better information on what 
readers actually wanted to read. But 
instead of hiring expensive marketing 
consultants to poll and predict, LUN 
installed a system to monitor traffic-
on its Web site and publicly display 
the results in the newsroom. 

Under Edwards' system, this in-
formation — not editorial discretion 
— determines what makes it to the 
print edition the next day Reporters 
no longer follow assigned beats but 
compete with each other for readers. 
A story garnering a lot of traffic is put 
on the front page and followed up. A 
story with little traffic is killed. 

In other words, readers get ex-
actly what they want. 

LUN became the talk of a nation. 
But a funny thing happened. The 
more the public was allowed to edit 
the newspaper, the less of a newspaper 
it became. According to Web traffic, 
world leaders' recent policy decisions 
are less worthy of coverage than what 
they eat for dinner, and even less so 
than with whom they sleep. 

James 
Sulak 

LUNs experiment in mob editing 
confirms what marketers have known 
for years: Given a chance, most people 
choose titillation over information. 

And why wouldn't they? 
Trade negotiations are, in 
fact, boring. If we are bored, 
it is easy to put down the pa-
per or switch the channel. 

Edwards claims his 
system is performing an 
invaluable public service. 
Newspapers do serve the 
public, but not when gushing 
about Brad Pitt and Jennifer 
Aniston. 

Despite Edwards' noble 
talk, he is really only serv-

ing his newspaper's profit margin. 
Subscribers and advertisers are the 
currency of media. With readership 
dwindling, newspapers must grab 
readers by the throat to survive. 

Although no news organizations 
that I know of in the United States 
use Web traffic as an editor, they 
too are struggling to give readers 
exactly what they want. Television 
news is full of self-help "news you 
can use" segments and puff celebrity 
pieces. Hosts of morning news shows 
recline on sofas while laughing about 
the wacky hijinks they've inflicted 
upon one another. News becomes 
entertainment — infotainment. 

But more troubling than triviality 
is the accelerating trend of tailoring 
news to viewers' political leanings. 

Take Fox News Channel. Despite 
proclaiming itself "fair and balanced," 
it unabashedly caters to conservative 
viewers. Fromjune to December2003, 
Republican oneon-one interview guests 
outnumbered Democrats five to one on 
"Special Report with Brit Hume." 

"If it hadn't been for Fox," 

Republican Sen. Trent Lott, Miss., 
said during the 2000 election fiasco, 
"I don't know what I'd have done for 
the news." 

Perhaps jealous of Fox's ratings 
success, MSNBC picked up arch-
conservative "CNN Crossfire" veteran 
Tucker Carlson. His show will join 
former Republican Congressman Joe 
Scarborough's "Scarborough Coun-
try" to make one of the most right-wing 
prime-time lineups on television. 

No one I know to the left of a moder-
ate Republican can stomach Fox News 
Channel. But it is wildly successful pre-
cisely because it gives its conservative 
viewers exactly what they want. 

It's simply a lot more fun to be 
agreed with than disagreed with. Ad-
mit it, all of you anti-war Bush-bashers 
out there: You smile inside whenever 
bad news from Iraq hits the front 
page. It proves you were right. 

People like news that makes 
them feel good, smart and righteous. 
People don't like news that makes 
them feel stupid or wrong; news that 
runs counter to their worldview. 

But custom-tailored news is in-
complete news, no matter how good 
it feels. Without the common narra-
tive of objective news, people who 
disagree cannot even speak a common 
language. They can never reach com-
mon ground. Political polarization will 
be impossible to overcome. 

News media must serve the public 
and not merely sell to it. The media 
must ignore focus groups and polls 
and report uncomfortable facts. Bor-
ing facts, sometimes. Its most impor-
tant job is to give us what we usually 
do not want. Ours is to read it. 

James Sulak is a Hanszen College 
senior and former opinion editor. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff 

Religious doctrines 

can be detrimental 
To the editor: 

I thank Skye Schell for writing his 
letter ("M any thinkers miss religion's 
meaning," Jan. 28) in response to my 
letter ("Religion not immune from 
liberal scrutiny," Dec. 3). This letter 
addresses some of his points. 

Schell states that philosophers 
tend to underestimate the value of 
religious phenomena for humanity. 
But clearly, many religious doctrines 
are harmful. The Muslim is com-
manded by his sacred text to fight 
infidels, for example. Considering 
only the beneficial doctrines is arbi-
trary, for the harmful ones have just 
as strong a claim to divine sanction. 
That religionists today conveniently 
ignore or rationalize the latter is 
irrelevant. In this respect, funda-
mentalists should be commended 
for their consistent thinking. 

Schell notes some thinkers who 
say that one cannot understand 
the truth of a religion without first 
embracing it. But this is vacuous 
because one who embraces a religion 
necessarily ceases to doubt it. If one 

remains skeptical, he obviously did 
not embrace it initially. Acceptance 
means faith, and non-acceptance 
prevents understanding. No wonder 
secular philosophers are said to 
"miss the point" of religion. They are 
denied the right to justified denial at 
the outset. 

TTiat many core religious beliefs 
are either true or false is a fact of 

primary importance. No amount of 
talk about the spiritual meaning or 
pragmatic value of religion can hide 
or extenuate it. It the metaphysical 
bases of religion are unjustified and 
false, then its practical manifestations 
should not be respected. 

Rex Hubbard 
Jones sophomore 

CONTACTING THE THRESHER 
Letters 

• Letters to the editor should be sent to the Iltresher by e-mail to 
thresher<(i)rice.edu. letters must be received by 5 p.m. on the Monday 
prior to a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor must be signed and include college and 
year if the writer is a Rice student. 
• letters should be no longer than 250words in length. The Thresher 
reserves the right to edit letters for both content and length. 

Subscribing 
nestic and $105 • Annual subscriptions are available for $50 dome 

international via lirst class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and classified advertisements. Please contact 
our advertising manager at thresher-ads@rice.edu or (713)348-3967 for 
more information. 
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Guest column 

Pro-Bush, 'pro-life' are incompatible 
I a m an advocate of life. I believe that 
life is better than any of its alterna-
tives (in almost all cases). Personally, 
I think it's the best thing going for 
us on this planet. You could 
even call me pro-life, if that 
title had not already been 
claimed by the anti-repro-
ductive rights movement, 
of which I am not a part. 

In the wake of all the 
"pro- l i fe" act ivi ty sur-
rounding the recent an-
niversary of Roe v. Wade, 
I find myself as confused 
as ever by the movement's 
message. Of course, call-
ing yourself "pro-life" is a 
smart political move, as it allows you 
to automatically label your opposition 
"pro-death." It conveniently paints all 
those in favor of upholding reproduc-
tive rights with the same baby-killing 
brush, but it also begs an important 
question: Pro-whose life? 

Elizabeth 
Stephens 

Maybe the movement s 
title just needs a little 
tightening. How about 

"pro-unborn-life"? 

ITie anti-choice movement lias 
linked itself to the George W. Bush 
adminis t ra t ion. Bush can thank 
those citizens who chose to vote 
conservatively on hard-hitting moral 
issues, such as abortion and gay 
marriage, for his re-election. And 
he is already tipping his hat to the 
anti-choice movement. In a Jan. 24 
speech by telephone to anti-choice 
protestors. Bush said, "The America 

of our dreams, where every child is 
welcomed in law. . . and protected in 
law may still be some ways away," but 
the movement is "persuading increas-

ing numbers of our fellow 
citizens of the rightness of 
our cause." 

But if Bush 's cause is 
pro-life, h is record cer-
tainly does not show it. 
The right wing and the 
an t i - cho i ce m o v e m e n t 
have long been concerned 
with legally pinpointing 
the moment at which life 
begins, but what about 
what happens afterwards? 
Does that matter at all to 

the movement that calls itself "pro-
life"? It certainly does not seem to 
mat ter to Bush. 

In Bush's five years as governor 
of Texas, he approved the execu-
tion of a whopping 131 prisoners, 
far more than any other state. In 
F e b r u a r y 2000, Bush said, "I'm 
confident that every person that has 
been put to death in Texas under my 
watch has been guilty of the crime 
charged and has had full access 
to the courts." Yet, according to a 
Chicago Tribune report in June 2000, 
one-third of those executed were 
represented by lawyers who, either 
before the case in question or since, 
have been disbarred or penalized 
— including lawyers who were on 
cocaine, drunk, asleep during their 
trials or who presented no evidence 
at all in their client's defense. Since 
1973, there have been 117 death row 
exonerations in the United States, but 
only 8 from Texas. 

What about Bush's policy of pre-
emptive war? The United States has 
lost about 1,500 troops in Iraq and 
another 10,000 have been wounded. 
Many of them will never recover 

their previous quality of life. January 
has distinguished itself as one of the 
bloodiest months since combat op-
erations in Iraq officially ended, and 
there is no end in sight. Though it is 
not our habit to do so, we should also 
consider the number of Iraqis who 
have died as a result of our military 
intervention. The number of civilian 
casualties has been conservatively 
placed at more than 15,000. Are these 
dea ths the resul t of a "pro-life" 
president's policies? 

For an issue closer to home, look 
at Bush ' s environmental record. 
The recently released repor t s link-
ing Houston 's dirty air to increased 
rates of cancer and disease are a 
tribute to Bush 's Clear Skies Act. 
Bush has increasingly weakened 
the emissions restrictions for heavy 
polluters and delayed implementing 
the neces sa ry clean-up require-
ments to give this nation's citizens 
decent air to breathe. As a result, 
many of us are at greater risk for 
contracting diseases related to air 
pollution, such as asthma, emphy-
sema and cancer. 

If anti-choice advocates wish to go 
on calling themselves "pro-life," then 
they must address the inconsistencies 
in their political message. Maybe the 
movement'stitlejust needs a little tight-
ening. How about "pro-unborn-life"? If 
one is really committed to the cause 
of defending the rights of the living to 
live and live well, then one should rise 
above the political rhetoric. 

I )on't get swept along by a man or 
a movement that only talks the talk. 
Pro-life should mean pro-everyone s-life, 
from the innocent and helpless on death 
row to the woman faced with making a 
difficult reproductive choice. 

Elizabeth Stephens 
College senior. 

is a Will Rice 

% Guest column 

Faster light rail expansion critical to city 
I t ' s b e e n one year since the whole 
world, or at least the part that watches 
American football, turned its eyes to 
Houston for Super Bowl XXXVII I. But 
before the teams, fans and 
celebrity cleavage arrived, 
our city had a makeover of 
giant proportions. As part 
of this makeover, Houston 
unveiled a 7.5-mile strip of 
light rail extending from 
south of Reliant Park to 
downtown. 'Hie rail had 
been planned for many 
years before the Super 
Bowl was offered to I lous-
ton, but the imminent big 
game helped speed up the 
building process. 

For Houston to continue improv-
ing its image, the METRORail system 
needs to expand. Public transporta-
tion is crucial for a city. As the fourth 
largest city in the United States, it is 
especially important for us. 

Unfortunately, our light rail sys-
tem faced far too many unnecessary 
obstacles before its current imple-
mentation, obstacles that continue 
to obstruct expansion. The petty bu-
reaucracy of ourlegislators, especially 
U.S. House Majority Leader Tom 
DeLay (R-Texas), led to an additional 
$3 million on the price tag and a De-
layed start for construction. Irately, 
the light rail has shown a consistent 
increase in riders and a decrease in 
accidents with other vehicles and 
pedestrians. So why are we still 
facing resistance to expansion of 
the system? Light rail is a relatively 
cheap, safe and quick mode of trans-
portation. The last things we want in 
this city are more cars, t rucks and 
sport utility vehicles. 

The existing light rail is simply 
not enough for Houstonians. Many 
of those who work in the city com-
mute from suburbs outside the loop. 
The light rail should expand outward 
toward the Galleria area. Sugar land . 
Clear Lake, North Houston and other 

Apoorva 
Shah 

major sources of commuters. We 
have many METRO Park and Ride 
junctions spread out throughout the 
city; let's send the rail that way. 

We are infamous for our 
smog in this city, but we 
don't really do much about 
it. Emission standards only 
go so far. To control pollu-
tion, we need to stop using 
our vehicles so often. But 
in this city, saying that is 
blasphemy. Houstonians 
are far too dependent on 
their t rucks and SUVs. If 
public transportation was 
available, however, I think 
most people would use 

it. Spending two hours every day 
behind the wheel on the Southwest 
Freeway breathing car fumes is not 
really a great way to start and end 
workdays. 

A city's public t ransporta t ion 
system also gives the city an identity. 
New York has its subway, London has 
the Tube and San Francisco has its 
trolleys. Ten years ago, it would have 
been absurd to say Houston could 
be a tourist destination. For some, it 
still is absurd. But there are plenty of 
interesting and fun things here: the 
Johnson Space Center, the Galleria. 
Kemah, Galveston and thousands of 
amazing restaurants. 

But tourists need a way to get to 
these places, and we do not have an 
extensive taxi system. Our METRO 
Bus system is mediocre and confus-
ing. I jght rail routes are much easier 
to understand. So for tourists, a light 
rail that takes them to all the hot spots 
around Houston is the way to go. 

There are plans to expand with 
41 new miles of light rail and 8 miles 
of commuter rail that would extend 
to Hobby Airport, the East End and 
the Galleria area. But we would see 
these results around 2025, which is 
far too long to wait. Action needs to 
be taken now. 

1 want to see Houston improve. 

and I think the light rail is key to 
boosting our image. But seeking 
results is a job not only for our legisla-
tors, but also for us. Our lawmakers 
need to take their constituents into 
mind and not let petty disputes and 
partisan matters get in the way. We 
need to show our support by voting 
in favor of referenda regarding expe-
dited light rail expansion, voting for 
candidates who support the light rail 
and. ultimately, using it. Together we 
can make Houston a better place to 
live — and breathe. 

Apoorva Shah is Sid Richardson 
College freshman. 

Guest column 

In-house grad speaker 
reveals low self-esteem 
I don' t think I was the only 
one disappointed upon hearing 
who would be speaking at my 
graduation. In fact, I know I wasn't. 
Literally every person 
I talked to at Rice and 
outside of Rice could 
not believe the news. 
Of all the names on the 
list, out of all the ideas 
the students submitted, 
who did we call? A Rice 
professor. 

Before I go any fur-
ther , I should make 
it clear that I have no 
problem with Psychol-
ogy Professor Mikki 
Hebl. Everyone I know who has 
taken one of her classes has given 
her glowing reviews, and I greatly 
enjoyed her matriculation address 
to the class of 2005. The problem 
is not her or even that she is a 
professor at Rice. The problem is 
that we did not even try to bring in 
a big name. Hie President's Office 
only contacted Hebl. 

Any student. alumnusorTexan 
will tell you Rice is a great school. 
We call ourselves the Harvard 
of the South. Yet if you compare 
our c o m m e n c e m e n t speakers 
to Harvard's, a clear difference 
emerges. No, it jumps out and 
hits you over the head. Harvard 
pulls in names like U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, then-U.S. 
Vice President A] Gore, then-
U.S. Secretary of State Madeline 
Albright and then-Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Chairman Colin Powell. 
Three years ago, we had comedian 
Bill Cosby. The next year, we had 
an astronaut, Shannon Lucid. A 
step down, but still, she's looked 
at Ear th from space. Last year, we 
had White House Counsel Alberto 
Gonzales (Lovett '79). He would 
later become a big name, but we 
got lucky on that one. 

When people ask a Harvard 
graduate who spoke at his com-
mencement, they are going to be 
impressed. When people ask me 
who spoke at my commencement, 
they are going to be confused. And 
we wonder why Rice does not have 
a better reputation. 

Part of going to a selective institu-
tion is that there is some prestige in 
the degree. The reason alumni give 
money to the old alma mater is not 
purely out of love for the school, 
although they certainly have that. 
What they are trying to do is make 
sure their degrees stay valuable. 

A Rice education is a great thing 
to have, but what's really valuable 
is when other people — transla-
tion: employers — know the value 

of a Rice education. Hav-
ing a big-name speaker 
is not just another way 
for us to stick our noses 
up and revel in how great 
we are; it adds to Rice's 
r e p u t a t i o n , and tha t 
translates to a tangible 
boon to the university. 

Our choice of com-
mencement speaker is a 
question of priority: Do 
we want to be a presti-
gious university on par 

with the other academic heavy 
hitters, or are we resigned to tak-
ing whatever we can get? 

We are never going 
to be the kind of 

university we want to 
be if we keep quitting 

before we start. 

Having a speaker from within 
our own university without so 
much as asking someone high-pro-
tile implies low self-esteem, and if 
we broadcast low self-esteem, then 
people will start to think it is war-
ranted. 1 think we should have the 
confidence to trust that someone 
would actually want to speak here, 
that someone would consider it an 
honor, even if they do want some 
money for their trouble. 

It is arguable that we do not 
have that kind of clout. People 
want to speak at Harvard because 
it is Harvard, and so many other 
great names have taken that po-
dium. Rice does not have that kind 
of history, but we have to start 
somewhere. 

We are never going to be the 
kind of university we want to be 
if we keep quitting before we 
start. That is not how any of us 
got here. That is not how any of 
<.<ur professors got here. We as a 
in.versity are capable of some 

a m a i n g things. If it turns out I 
am v t cng , I want us at least to be 
capable of saying we tried. 

Jeb Hritt is a hwett College senior. 
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RPC still undecided 
about Rondelet fate 

ERIC WILLIAMS/THRESHER 

Don't I live near you? 
Brown College sophomore Andrew Koller walks with President David Leebron from the Sallyport to the METRO-
Rail stop en route to the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston for a Rice-specific reception celebrating the Passport to 
Houston program Tuesday. 

/Ti The 
Princeton 
Review 

I Hey Undergradsi 
The Princeton Review is giving YOU the 
opportunity to voice your opinions of the 
academic and social life at Rice University! 
We want to know what you like, don't like, 
and what needs to be done in order to make 
your school better. Complete our online 
survey at http://survey.review.com/, and 
tell it like it is! 

The "Students Say" profiles that appear on 
PrincetonReview.com and in our books are 
based on survey responses from students 
like yourself. It all comes straight from your 
mouths, so make sure to tell us what you 
really think! 

by Jen Evans 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Rice Program Council made 
no final decision about the status of 
Rondelet, the formal dance RPC tra-
ditionally plans for the week of Beer-
Bike, at its meeting Tuesday. At the 
meeting, RPC members discussed 
the form Rondelet will take this year 
and the date it, or its replacement, 
will be held. 

RPC is reevaluating the traditional 
spring formal due to decreasing at-
tendance number s over the past 
several years. In 2004, 300 s tudents 
attended Rondelet. Attendance at the 
event was 485 in 2003 and 500 in 2002. 
RPC lost about $2,000 on this year 's 
Esperanza, the fall formal, held Nov. 
6 at the Westin Galleria. 

Ideas discussed at the meeting 
Tuesday include holding Rondelet at 
Dave and Buster's, a bar and arcade, 
Jillian's, a restaurant with games and 
dining, or the Hard Rock Cafe; renting 
a downtown dance club for the event; 
renting a space at the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo; or holding a 
semi-formal dance on campus. 

Possible dates for the event in-
clude March 31 — the Thursday of 
Willy Week — and April 2 — the day 
of Beer-Bike. 

A t t endees also d i scussed the 
issue of whether RPC can hold an 
off-campus event with alcohol. Many 
of the off -campus v e n u e s u n d e r 
considerat ion for Rondelet s e rve 
alcoholic beverages. 

At last week's RPC meeting, As-
sistant Director of Student Activities 
Holly Williams, who advises RPC, 
said the Student Activities Office 
would not allow RPC to host any 
off-campus event where alcohol is 
served. 

' We agreed that the 
focus of an RPC-
sponsored event should 
not be on alcohol, 
but Heather was also 
responsive to the 
idea that we cannot 
eliminate alcohol from 
some popular venues.' 

— Ginny Stuckey 
RPC president 

However, RPC President Ginny 
Stuckey said at Tuesday's meet ing 
that she met with Director of Student 
Activities Heather Masden to discuss 
the Rice Alcoholic Beverage Policy 
and the ways in which it applies to 
events hosted by RPC. 

T h e Alcohol Policy states that 
any event sponsored by a student 
organization must comply with Texas 
state laws related to the service and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages. 
Organizations holding events on or 

. off campus must take reasonable 
precautions to ensure that alcohol will 
not be served to minors or to students 
who are already intoxicated. 

'No one event or 

location is the same, 

and each must be 

addressed on an 

individual basis. If 

liability factors are too 

high, then I will ask 

any organization to 

look into alternative 

options.' 
— Heather Masden 

Director of Student Activities 

T h e policy addresses the issue of 
student organizations' hosting events 
off campus. 

"[Student organizations' funds] 
may not be used to purchase alco-
hol for consumption off campus , 
except alcohol that is purchased 
and consumed on the premises of an 
institution licensed to serve alcohol," 
the policy states. 

Stuckey, a Sid Richardson College 
junior, said Masden clarified he r 
policy regarding off-campus events 
with alcohol. 

"We agreed that the focus of an 
RPC-sponsored event should not 
be on alcohol, but Heather was also 
responsive to the idea that we cannot 
eliminate alcohol from some popular 
venues," Stuckey said. 

Masden said no venue is automati-
cally ruled out as long as the g u i d e 
lines of the Alcohol Policy are met. 

"The liability for t ranspor ta t ion, 
the safety of Rice s tuden t s and the 
compliance with our Alcohol Policy 
are all factors that go into a conver-
sation about a specific event in a 
specific location," Masden said. "No 
one event or location is the same, 
and each must be addressed on an 
individual basis. If liability fac tors 
are too high, then I will ask any 
organization to look into alterna-
tive options." 

Stuckey said RPC will decide 
Rondelet's location and date based 
on cost, liability and other matters. 

RPC will discuss the matter at 
its next meeting Tuesday at 9 p.m. 
in Miner Lounge in the Student 
Center. 

BOBBLEHEADS 
From page 1 

Seventeen students and two alumni 
prepaid for the dolls, which cost 
$5 each. 

The SA will refund the s tudents ' 
money through campus mail and will 
contact the alumni by e-mail, Tedford 
said. The SA will also refund the $500 
donated by James Woodruff (Will 
Rice '(>7) to subsidize the project. 
Matthews said. 

Tedford said he is disappointed 
the project was abandoned. 

"There's not going to be anybody 
for a long time that has the popularity 
that ICamachoJ had, and this would 
have been something that we would 
have loved to do," Tedford said. "A 
lot ol people were really disappointed, 
and some of them even mad, and I'm 
sorry. I'm disappointed, too." 

Copy editors get paid, you know. At a better 
hourly rate than most of the staff. 

thresher@rice.edu 
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Moussa gives lecture on U.S.-Arab relations 
bv Joel Hernandez 

THRESHEK STAFF 

Amr Moussa, secretary-general of 
the League of Arab States, painted a 
hopeful picture for the future of the 
Arab world in an address titled, "U.S.-
Arab Relations: Outlook for 2005" 
delivered Monday at Baker Hall. 

Moussa outlined the challenges 
facing the Arab world and possible 
courses of action by the Arab League 
before an audience of about 120, 
including students, faculty and dig-
nitaries associated with the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy. 

Baker Institute Director Edward 
Djerejian, former ambassador to 
Syria and Israel, introduced Moussa 
as a respected diplomat and guiding 
figure in the development of Middle 
Eastern affairs. He began by pointing 
out the timely nature of Moussa's 
address, as relations in the Middle 
East are currently shifting and may 
permanently realign. Djerejian also 
praised Moussa's leadership in the 
development of the Madrid Frame-
work in 1991. 

"[Moussa] played a very critical 
and important role in the negotiations 
that led to the Madrid Conference... 
which remains the absolute principal 
structure for Arab-Israeli peace to this 
day," Djerejian said. 

Moussa opened his address with 
a reference to his work during the 
1990s, when he oversaw progress 
in Arab-Israeli relations under the 
encouragement of the United States. 
He warned that the United States' 
recent lack of involvement in Middle 
Eastern affairs has threatened to 
delay the peace process. 

Moussa said the United States 
should renew its role as an "honest 
broker" in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Moussa also spoke favorably of the 
recent presidential elections in Iraq 
but warned that the elections are only 
the first step in a long developmental 
process. 

"The agitation, the anger, the 
frustration is very prevalent in that 
area," Moussa said. 

Moussa proposed a three-point 
program to revitalize the Middle East. 
The plan includes political reforms, 

economic development and improved 
security and cooperation among Arab 
countries. 

Moussa discussed last year's 
Arab League summit, which focused 
on the United Nations development 
program for Arab countries. 

"[We] decided... that the govern-
ments of the member states of all 
the Arab countries would commit 
themselves to... achieve democracy," 
Moussa said. 

'An organization 
dealing with the status 
of women and enabling 
the women has been 
established within 
the system, and now 
women [have] started 
to occupy the high 
posts.' 

— Amr Moussa 
Secretary general of the 

League of Arab States 

Moussa called for an increase in 
democratization and accessibility 
in government, respect for human 
rights, and the integration of women 
into all facets of Arab society. He said 
non-governmental organizations 
such as labor unions will take an active 
role in Arab policymaking beginning 
this summer. 

"For the first time after 6<) years 
of the life of the Arab League ... 
non-gove nmental organizations 
will have :heir place in the Arab 
system, alongside the governments," 
Moussa said. 

Moussa said an Arab Parliament 
will be created next March, and uni-
versal suffrage will be implemented 
within five years. He also addressed 
the expansion of women's roles in 
the Arab League. 

"An organization dealing with 
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Secretary-General of the League of Arab States Amr Moussa makes his point Monday at Baker Hall in an address spon-
sored by the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy. 

the status of women and enabling 
women has been established within 
the system, and now women (have] 
started to occupy the high posts," 
Moussa said. 

Moussa praised the recent elec-
tions in Iraq as an important step 
toward stabilization but warned that 
religious and social divisions among 
the Iraqi people, the presence of for-
eign troops, and pervasive violence 
may prevent the unification of Iraq 
into fully independent nation. 

"Some of us opposed the war, some 
of us went along with the war, but this is 
for history to judge," Moussa said. "Now 
we have to look ahead, look forward and 
be ready to work together." 

Moussa said weapons of mass 
destruction must be removed from 
the area, including from Israel. 

"We cannot just concentrate on 
one country and give exception to 
the other," Moussa said. 

Increased economic development 
is important, although free trade has 
already been established in major 
Arab countries, Moussa said. He said 
a free-trade zone should be imple-
mented, and members of the private 
sector should continue to function as 
leaders in Arab economies. 

Moussa proposed a union of Arab 
countries but said the success of such 
a union would be contingent on the 
stability of all its members. 

Since the Cold War, Moussa 
said, the Arab world has been 
unfairly blamed for fostering ter-
rorists. Moussa condemned acts 
of terrorism as crimes, but said it 
is wrong to place blame solely on 
the Arab world. 

"We should not accuse a religion 
or a culture for creating [terrorists J," 
Moussa said. 

Will Rice College freshman Mark 
Hurley said he had mixed feelings 
about the speech. 

"I am optimistic about | Moussa's] 
promises, but given the historical and 
political realities of the Arab world, 
I have doubts about their success," 
Hurley said. 

Total applications fall slightly 
by Lauren Muiphy 

FOKTHKTHKKSHKN 

The total number of applications 
Rice received fell slightly this year, 
although the number of regular 
decision applications increased. 'Hie 
Admission Office had received 4,099 
regular decision applications as of 
yesterday, Dean of Undergraduate 
Enrollment Julie Browning said. 

7r s getting fiercely 
competitive because 
we 're after the same 
students that are being 
pursued by Harvard, 
Yale, Princeton, Duke, 
Stanford, MIT, and UT 
Honors.' 

— Ann Wright 
Vice president for Enrollment 

Las t y e a r Rice r e c e i v e d 
4,077 regular decision applications, 
and the total number of applications 
was a record-setting 8,107. Rice has 
received 7,727 total applications 
so far this year, Browning said. 
Vice President for Enrollment Ann 
Wright said she expects the number 
to reach about 7,800. 

Wright said last year was un 
usual in that Rice received enor-
mous publicity for winning the 
2003 NCAA College World Series. 
Being named "coolest school" by 
Seventeen Magazine in October 
2002 also contributed to the record 
number of applicants, she said. 

Two years ago, in 2003, Rice 
received 7,501 applications — an 
increase from 7,079 in 2(X)2. 

Wright said she expects to admit 
about 1,8(X) students to fill 720 spots 
in next year's freshman class. Early 
decision applicants have already filled 
162 of these spots. Approximately 
75 spots are reserved for varsity ath-
letes, while 60 are reserved for music 
and architecture students. This leaves 
420 remaining spots for regular 
decision applicants. 

The SAT scores, GPAs and class 
ranks of this year's applicants are 
similar to those of past years, Wright 
said. However, Rice's profile of the 
desired student has changed slightly, 
she said. 

"We're looking for leadership. 

community service and bridge-build-
ing between cultures," Wright said 

Efforts by the Admission Office 
to recrui t out-of-state s tuden t s 
resulted in a slight increase in out-
of-state applications, Wright said. 
Currently, 55 percent of s tudents 
are from Texas while 45 percent 
are from outside of Texas. 

Wright said the demographics 
of Rice's students should reflect 
the university's status as a national 
university. The presence of non-Tex-
an students adds to the university's 
appeal to out-of-state applicants, 
she said. 

President David Leebron plans 
to visit Philadelphia and New York 
to increase high school guidance 
counselors ' awareness of Rice, 
Wright said. 

"It's getting fiercely competitive 
because we're after the same students 
that are being pursued by Harvard. 
Yale, Princeton, Duke, Stanford, MIT 
and | the University of Texas honors 
program|," Wright said "It's playing 
in the top league." 

APPLICATION TRENDS 
2 0 0 5 2004 2 0 0 3 

Regular 4 . 0 9 9 4 ,077 4 , 1 2 0 

Interim 3 ,115 3 ,348 2 ,933 

Early 5 1 3 559 4 5 2 

Total 7 ,727 8 ,107 7 . 5 0 1 

Numbers courtesy Admission Office 
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Endowment reaches 
high of $3.53 billion 

By Clarence Yung 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice's endowment reached its 
highest leveltodate,$3.53billion,at 
the end of calendar year2004. The 
endowment posted a 15-percent 
re turn on investments over 2004, 
Vice President for Investments 
and Treasurer Scott Wise (Will 
Rice '71) said. 

Previously, the endowment ' s 
peakwas$3.37billioninjune2000. 
T h e New York Times r epor ted 
Jan. 24 that the average rate of re-
tu rn for universi ty endowment s 
over fiscal year 2004 was 15.1 per-
cent . Rice's endowment posted a 
17.2 percen t increase for fiscal 
year 2004, Wise said. However, 
Rice was on-par with institutions 
that have endowment s g rea te r 
than $1 billion. The fiscal year 
r u n s f rom July 1 to June 30, 
while the ca lendar year spans 
Jan. 1 t h rough Dec. 31. 

'The key [for 

endowment growth] 

is a well-diversified 

portfolio that is able 

to access the best 

investment vehicles in 

alternative investment 

strategies.' 
— Scott Wise 

Vice president for 
Investments and treasurer 

The Standard and Poor's 5(X), 
a benchmark of publicly held 
companies, posted a 9.0 percent 
return over calendar year2004 and 
a 17.5 percent return over fiscal 
year 2004, Wise said. 

However , Wise said o t h e r 
large pools of capita! such as 
pensions are a more appropriate 
comparison of Rice's endowment 
performance. 

The California Public Employ-
ees' Retirement System, the larg-
est public pension in the United 
States, pos ted a 16.7 percent 
return over fiscal year 2004. 

Al though no major changes 
occu r r ed in the asset allocation 
of the endowment . Wise said the 
high r e tu rn over the ca lendar 
year compared with the S&P 

ENDOWMENT 
GROWTH 
The endowment reached a 
new record in a s se t valu-
ation, a record previously 
set in June 2001. 

Date 
July 1999 
July 2 0 0 0 
July 2 0 0 1 
July 2002 
Nov. 2002 
July 2 0 0 3 
Dec. 2 0 0 4 

Valuation 
$2.9 billion 
$3.37 billion 
$3.24 billion 
$2.94 billion 
$2 .75 billion 
$2.94 billion 
$3 .53 billion 

500 was d u e to a diversif ied 
portfolio cons is t ing of d i f fe ren t 
inves tment s t ra tegies . 

Alternative investments such 
as v e n t u r e capital and o t h e r 
private equity funds r epor t ed 
strong re turns . Wise said Rice's 
investment in these categories, 
along with private partnerships, 
real estate and oil and gas will 
increase. 

"The key | fo r e n d o w m e n t 
g r o w t h ] is a wel l -divers i f ied 

•portfolio that is able to access 
the best investment vehicles in 
alternative investment strategies," 
Wise said. 

Wise said these investments 
are designed for long-term growth 
and bring benefits to the endow-
ment three to five years after initial 
investment. 

" I t ' s d i f f i cu l t to t h i n k of 
inves tment r e t u r n s in only a 
12-month per iod b e c a u s e in-
vest ing in ven tu re capital and 
real es ta te a re in tended to be 
l onge r - t e rm inves tmen t posi 
t ions," Wise said. "Snapshots in 
a 12-month period are not always 
meaningful in these longer-term 
inves tments ." 

International stock portfolios 
also gave strong re turns due to 
foreign c u r r e n c y appreciat ion 
against the U.S. dollar. Wise 
said. 

T h e payout — the amount 
of money withdrawn from the 
endowment to pay for operat-
ing e x p e n s e s for the university 
— will inc rease for the coming 
fiscal year, Wise said. Associ-
ate Vice Pres iden t and Budget 
D i r e c t o r Ka thy Col l ins said 
t h e b u d g e t for 2006 is still 
in the planning p roces s and said 
t h e p a y o u t c o u l d no t b e 
disclosed. 

LSAT GMAT GRE MCAT DAT OAT PCAT 

How would 
you score? 
Take a FREE practice test at 

Kaplan's Test Drive and find out. 

Sunday, February 13th at 1:00 PM 
on campus at Rice University, 

Herzstein Hall 

Call or visit us online today to register! 

K A P L A N 1 -800-KAP-TEST 

kaptest.com/testdrive 

Test Prep and Admissions 
• Test names are registered trade marks of their respective owners. 

EMS hires Sunday as director, 
plans to upgrade services by '06 

by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With a new permanent director, 
Rice Emergency Medical Services 
will upgrade its services from basic 
to advanced life support by 2006. 

N e w R E M S D i r e c t o r C a t h y 
Sunday said she hopes to obtain 
the n e c e s s a r y credent ials , which 
i n c l u d e c e r t i f i c a t i o n f r o m t h e 
s tate of Texas , by the end of next 
semes te r . T h e Risk Managemen t 
Office has already approved the 
upgrade , she said. 

'EMS pretty much eats 

up all your hobbies. 

It's a very exciting and 

addicting career.' 
— Cathy Sunday 

REMS director 

U n d e r t h e new cer t i f ica t ion , 
trained Rice EMTs could start IVs 
and administer a wider variety of 
medications. 

Sunday s tar ted as REMS direc-
tor Jan. 4 af ter more than 20 years 
as a paramedic. She is the program's 
s e c o n d p e r m a n e n t d i r e c t o r . A 
Houston native, she became in-
te res ted in emergency medicine 
af ter taking a basic certification 
course . 

"I was shanghaied into it," Sunday 
said. "I was originally in veterinary 
medicine and my local volunteer fire 
depar tment was holding an EMT 
certification course. They needed 50 

students and they had 49, so I took 
the :ourse." 

As director, Sunday will handle 
administrative duties and teach Rice's 
intermediate Emergency Medical 
Technician course, HEAL310, which 
students can take for degree credit. 

Sunday taught Rice's first in-
termediate EMT course as a guest 
instructor in 1999. 

T h e s ea r ch commi t t ee chose 
Sunday after two national searches, 
REMS Captain Nate Deal said. The 
first s ea rch began when f o r m e r 
director Steve Reiter, who served 
in Fall 2003, decided to return to 
his job as a Rice University Police 
D e p a r t m e n t se rgean t . The com-
mittee interviewed applicants and 
se lec ted a final cand ida te , who 
accepted t h e o f f e r but r e n e g e d 
weeks later. 

Before reopening the search, the 
committee added new responsibili-
ties to the job description, including 
the teaching component, RUPD Chief 
Bill Taylor said. The starting salary 
also increased. 

Deal, a Jones College senior, 
served as t empora ry director of 
the program in the interim period. 
Deal said he hopes the stability of a 
permanent director will help REMS 
reach its long-term goals. 

"In the past we've had d i rec tors 
who w e r e s t u d e n t s involved in 
REMS and who ag reed to stay on 
for an additional year," Deal said. 
"It was tough to ge t a continuity 
going. Anything they would work 
on, they would have to pass a long 
to s o m e o n e else." 

REMS began opera t ing in 1996 
as a s tudent - run volunteer unit. 
O n e of i ts f o u n d i n g m e m b e r s , 
Mark Escot t Oones '96), s tayed on 

Being a brain 

to b e c o m e its first director . Since 
then the staff ha s g rown to about 
45 s tuden t volunteers , about half 
of whom are t rained beyond the 
basic level. 

In addition to the advanced life 
s u p p o r t ce r t i f i ca t ion , Deal said 
he hopes REMS will purchase its 
own a m b u l a n c e . M a n y o t h e r 
un ive r s i t y E M S p r o g r a m s own 
a m b u l a n c e s , w h i c h r e d u c e t h e 
r e s p o n s e t i m e f o r a m b u l a n c e 
transport calls, Deal said. Sunday 
said an ambulance, which would 
cost between $70,000-$120,000, could 
also prove useful at on-campus sport-
ing events. 

'It was tough to get 

a continuity going. 

Anything they would 

work on, they would 

have to pass along to 

someone else.' 
— Nate Deal 

REMS captain 
Jones senior 

Sunday holds an associate de-
g r e e f rom San Jac in to Col lege . 
She has two grandchildren, and an-
other will arrive this year. Although 
emergency medicine is a particularly 
t ime-consuming field, she enjoys 
s p e n d i n g t ime with h e r family, 
she said. 

"EMS pretty much eats up all your 
hobbies," she said. "It's a very excit-
ing and addicting career." 
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Flannery hired as new assistant 
director of Academic Advising 

by Jenny Rees 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Those planning to enter health 
professions have a new resource on 
campus as of Tuesday. 

Rachel Winer Flannery, a clinical 
psychologist who taught PSYC 101: 
introduction to Psychology in the 
fall, was recently named assistant 
director of Academic Advising. She 
will join Assistant Director of Aca-
demic Advising Brian Gibson, who 
was appointed to the newly created 
position a year ago. 

7Teaching] was 
something I thought 
Id do on the side, 
and it quickly became 
my favorite activity, 
primarily because 
of the quality of the 
students.' 

— Rachel Flannery 
Assistant director of 

Academic Advising 

Flannery will work with students 
interested in applying to medical 
school or entering other health-re-
lated professions, such as dentistry 
and pharmacy. Director of Academic 
Advising Michele Daley said. She will 
replace A1 Avenoso and former Rice 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Professor Stephen Subtclny, who 
served as part-time advisers for 
students planning to apply to medi-
cal school. 

More than 120 students per gradu-
ating class apply to medical school, 
Daley said. 

In addition to advising students 
interested in entering the health 
professions, Flannery will also 
be involved in general academic 
advising. 

Daley said her office began a 
national search to fill the position in 
October,and Flannery was selected 
in January. 

"The thing that stood out [about 
Flannery] was that she likes the stu-
dents at Rice a lot," Daley said. "She 
thinks they're capable and inspiring 
and enjoyable to work with. It was 
her enthusiasm for students that led 
to her being selected." 

CHLOE WALKER/THRESHER 

New Assistant Director of Academic 
Advising Rachel Winer Flannery, who 
was selected in January. 

Several peer academic advisers 
who plan to attend medical school 
were involved in the search pro-
cess for the new assistant director. 
Will Rice College senior Lilit 
Sargsyan, one of those involved, 
said F lannery ' s background in 
psychology will help her in advising 
students. Sargsyan said Flannery's 
enthusiasm for interacting with 
s tudents makes her well-suited 
for the job. 

"She was very approachable and 
personable, very easy to talk with, 
and that's exactly what you need in 
her position," Sargsyan said. "Both 
pre-med students and those still 
determining what they want to do 
will find her advice useful." 

Flannery attended Columbia 
University as an undergraduate 
and received a doctorate in clinical 
p s y c h o l o g y f r o m St. J o h n ' s 
University. She completed a clini-
cal internship at Baylor College of 
Medicine and a year of postdoctoral 
work with two members of the 
Baylor faculty. Most recently, she 
worked as a consultant at M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center, where 
she participated in research on 
the manifestation of symptoms in 
chronically ill patients. 

While working at M.D. Ander-
son, Flannery approached the Rice 
psychology department to inquire 
whether the department needed a 
part-time instructor. She was then 
hired part-time to teach PSYC 101 
in the fall. 

"[Teaching] was something I 
thought I'd do on the side, and it 
quickly became my favorite activity, 
primarily because of the quality of the 
students," Flannery said. "I thought 
they were so interesting and bright, 
I'd love to be able to help them with 
their future goals. So I started looking 
for ways that I could remain a part 

of the Rice community in a more 
permanent way." 

Flannery will work full-time in 
her new position and will also con-
tinue to participate in research on a 
limited basis. 

Reevaluat ing one ' s academ-
ic or professional career goals 
can be healthy, Flannery said. 
"As much planning as people do 
for their careers and their future, 
I think people have to learn to 
be responsive to cues from their 
environment — pay attention to 
the things that compel them when 
they ' re in the middle of doing 
something else that they find less in-
teresting," Flannery said. "I always 
find it surprising how often people 
choose certain paths because of 
timing, random circumstance and 
historical accidents , instead of 
thorough planning." 

'She thinks they }re 
capable and inspiring 
and enjoyable to 
work with. It was her 
enthusiasm for students 
that led to her being 
selected.' 

— Michelc Daley 
Director of Academic Advising 

F l a n n e r y said she will ad-
vise s tuden t s to explore their 
in teres ts before deciding on a 
particular track. 

"I have observed that a lot of 
Rice students put a lot of pres-
su re on t h e m s e l v e s f rom the 
very beg inn ing to know what 
they ' re doing when they leave 
Rice," F l a n n e r y said. "People 
really need to know that at this 
level, [ages] 18 to 22, it's OK not to 
know exactly what they want to do 
and to take some time to systemati-
cally investigate." 

Flannery said she also hopes to 
encourage more students to attend 
medical school outside Texas or 
consider health-related fields other 
than medicine. 

Flannery will attend a meet-
ing of the Texas Association of 
Advisers for the Health Profes-
sions over the weekend and will 
begin m e e t i n g with s t u d e n t s 
next week. 

Powerful, funny, serious, raw, 
real, thought-provoking, and 
relentlessly compelling 
experiences. 

...and we want you to help us create them. Intrigued? 
Then audition for Rice's newest longform improv ensemble. 

No improv experience necessary, 
life experience preferred. , 
Visit www.massivecreativity.com 
today to set up your audition. 

IT will replace help 
system Dr. Problem 

by April Goldman 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Information Technology 
department's help desk database 
system, Dr. Problem, will soon 
go the way of the technological 
dinosaur. Dr. Problem will be 
replaced by Request Track-
er, a program that will help 
streamline support, Manager of 
Middleware Development and 
Integration Kenneth Marshall 
(Ph.D. '89) said. 

T h e u s e r i n t e r f a c e for 
the new help system will be 
similar to the old one, Marshall 
said. Beginning March 1, ser-
vice requests should be sent to 
helpdesk@rice.edu rather than 
problem@rice.edu. Marshall said 
students will receive more intel-
ligible and timely responses to 
their requests. 

IT provides support for the 
entire campus. Common difficul-
ties include network problems, 
hard drive crashes and software 
errors. 

"The types of requests are for ba-
sically anythingand everythingyou 
could imagine," Marshall said. 

Marshall said IT Help will 
send fewer response e-mails 
than Dr. Problem, and it will 
increase efficiency in handling 
service requests by changing 
the way requests are organized. 
Under the old system, each IT 
employee managed his or her 
own queue of service requests, 
Marshall said. 

"When a problem was assigned 
to me and put in my queue, every-
one else lost view of it," Marshall 
said. "What if someone went on 
vacation? The service requests 
he or she was in charge of went 
unhandled." 

IT Help uses task-oriented 
queues rather than individual 
queues, Marshall said. Similar 
types of service requests will be 
grouped together. All IT employ-
ees will be able to view the status 
of reported problems, although 
one IT worker will be responsible 
for each request. 

"IT Help will increase the vis-
ibility of every problem we have," 
he said. 

Under the old system, the 
recurrence of problems went 
unrecognized because different 
workers responded to requests 
without a central record. Mar-
shall said IT Help will identify 
these recurrences through the 
task-oriented organization of the 
requests. 

IT Help will a lso priori-
tize pending service requests 
according to the time of receipt 
and t h e u r g e n c y of t h e 
problem. 

"If a person is really busy 
and he or she has 100 prob-
lems to address, in Dr. Problem 
those problems look identical," 
Marshall said. "In Dr. Problem, 
there is no way to tell which 
requests are important or how 
long they have been sitting in 
the queue." 

IDs 
From page 1 

RUPI) Chief Bill Taylor said he 
supports the decision. 

"I think it was probably a good 
idea... because of the nature of Willy 
Week," Taylor said. 

Security concerns became an is-
sue after several hundred students 
caused damages of more than $7,000 
in a jack on Martel College during 
Willy Week 2004. 

After this year, the Willy Week 

policy may be revised to allow stu-
dents partial access to all colleges 
at night, Wolfe said. 

Taylor said RUPD will work to 
ensure that the switch to 24-hour 
access does not leave the colleges 
less secure than before. 

"We're going to encourage people 
not to leave doors [to common spaces] 
propped open." Taylor said. "There's 
really no need for it." 

BURGLARY 
From page 1 

"We need to get the statements of 
the car owners," Marshall said. "Two 
haven't been in touch with us yet." 

Marshall said she expects the 
district attorney to add the additional 
charges by early next week. 

Accidents Happen. 
Emergency 

Contracept ion. 
EC tan effectively reduce your chances of becoming 

pregnant. Whi le best if taken within 72 hours, it CAN be 
taken up to 120 hours after unprotected sex. We also offer 

annual checkups, birth control, pregnancy testing and 
screenings for sexually transmitted infections and HIV. 

Register online at www.pphouston.org to download a 
coupon for $10 off an office visit. 

1.800.2 30.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

0 Planned Parenthood® 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

like correcting other people's grammar? we do. work for copy, thresher@rice.edu 
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MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Student Association President Derrick Matthews delivers his State of the University Address Tuesday at the Will Rice 
College Diet meeting at the Will Rice masters' house. Matthews is a Will Rice College senior. 

Matthews presents address 
by David Brown 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

Passport to Houston, the Board 
of Trustees' recommitment to Divi-
sion I-A athletics and the creation of 
the dean of undergraduates position 
were among this past year's greatest 
changes at Rice, Student Association 
President Derrick Matthews said in 
his State of the University Address 
Tuesday. The speech is an annual 
tradition started last year. 

Matthews, a Will Rice College 
senior, delivered the speech to the 
Brown College Cabinet and Sid 
Richardson College CouncilTuesday. 
He gave the speech at Wiess Col-
lege Cabinet and Will Rice College 
Diet Wednesday and will visit the 
remaining colleges during the next 
two weeks. 

Matthews also discussed proj-
ects he plans to pursue during the 
final two months of his presidency. 
He said he hopes to hold a student 
forum with newly appointed Dean of 
Undergraduates Robin Forman, offer 
discounted memberships to a music 
downloading service for all students 
and bring Washington Mutual ATMs 
to campus. 

"My little project all year has 
been to bring streaming music on 
campus, like Napster or Rapster," 
Matthews said. "You pay two bucks 
a month, and you can have all your 
music legally." 

Matthews also wants to replace 
the Chase Bank ATMs in Fondren 
library and the Student Center with 
Washington Mutual ATMs, which do 
not charge a fee for withdrawals by 
non-bank account holders. 

However, Matthews said he is 
unsure whether administrators will 
agree to replace the ATMs. 

"I think that'd be pretty sweet 
to have on campus, but I think Rice 
has whored itself out to Chase," Mat-
thews said. 

The speech outlined the SA's 
major accomplishments of the year, 
which include hosting a farewell 
party for former Vice President for 
Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho 
in October, providing an improved 
Silver Saver card. working to acquire 
new bicycle racks for campus next 
year and extending 24-hour ID card 
access to all colleges for students, 
Matthews said. 

The speech also addressed the ap-
proval process for student clubs and 
the fate of self-scheduled exams, two 
major issues the SA is considering. 

"In the pretty near future — the 

next year or so — we probably will 
not have [self-scheduled exams]," 
Matthews said. "So the issue at hand 
is, what do we replace them with?" 

T h e U n i v e r s i t y S t a n d i n g 
Committee on Teaching and the 
Faculty Counci l are current ly 
considering a proposal from the 
Registrar's Office to change Rice's 
final exam system, el iminating 
self-scheduled exams in favor of 
more scheduled exams. 

'My little project all 
year has been to bring 
streaming music on 
campus, like Napster or 

very least stay informed next year," 
Lopez said. "It's good they get to 
s e e t h e [SA] president is approach-
able. It's unfortunate he came 
at the end of [his] term, but it's 
a n i c e w a y t o s u m m a r i z e 
everyth ing that he's done this 
year." 

JENN MOLHOLT 'THRESHER 

Lucky sevens 
Students play craps at Lovett College's Indiana Jones and the Casino of 
Doom party Saturday in the Lovett Commons. The party also featured 
poker and a safari-inspired facade that included a creaky wooden walk-
way and a large boulder. 

Rapster.' 
— Derrick Matthews 

SA president 

The SA's club-approval process, 
Matthews said, came into question 
last semester after a rare rejection of 
a club proposal. When the I^ate Night 
Pie Club was declined club status at 
the Oct. 17 senate meeting, students 
raised concerns that the SA had not 
established clear criteria on what is 
necessary to form a club. 

"I brought up this idea of, how do 
we approve clubs, why do we approve 
them, why do we not approve them?" 
Matthews said. "You'll be noticing 
some changes in that process." 

Matthews also discussed other 
university changes, such as the new 
master selection process, which 
requires committees to produce 
two choices for new masters. The 
university president then makes the 
final decision. 

Brown freshman Jessica Schan-
cupp said the SA has acted on a 
few good ideas this year, although 
there are other changes she hopes 
to see. 

"One of the problems with Rice 
is there's not enough full-school 
involvement," Schancupp said. "It's 
so focused on the college, and it 
didn't seem like [the SA] did much 
to change that at all." 

Brown sophomore Mia Lopez said 
the State of the University speech is an 
effective way to engage students who 
do not follow the SA's activities. 

"The speech makes them feel 
more involved and. hopefully, will 
encourage them to be more active 
in student government — or at the 

Just a Picnic in the Park 
Saturday - Feb. 5th - 12:30pm 

Hermann Park 
Pavilion nearest Rice by Metro stop 

Burgers <& Dogs 
Free 

for first 50 folks 
Games * Music * Frivolity 

Get your Bocce On! 

In the event of rain, the picnic will be postponed. 
For more info email tripp@rice.edu 

Sponsored by RUF 
www.riceruf.com 

mailto:tripp@rice.edu
http://www.riceruf.com
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Princeton philosopher delivers MLK speech 
by Ruth Samuelson i ^ C T e a t e d "kinds 

THRESHER STAFF 

Speaking about "The Diversity of 
Identity," Anthony Appiah delivered 
this year's Martin Luther King Jr. 
lecture. Appiah said he hoped to 
honor King's spirit and beliefc. 

More than 200 people attended 
the annual event, which was held in 
the Grand Hall of the Rice Memorial 
Center Jan. 27 as the third installment 
of this year's President's Lecture 
Series. 

Appiah is a philosophy professor at 
Princeton University and has taught 
at Cornell. Duke, Harvard and Yale 
Universities. His academic interests 
include African and African-American 
intellectual history, ethics, literary 
studies, philosophy and traditional 
African religions. 

Following a greeting from Presi-
dent David Leebron. Religious Stud-
ies Professor Elias Bongmba and 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee. D-Texas. 
introduced Appiah 

Appiah both opened and closed 
his lecture by citing psychologist 
Muzafer Sherif's famous Robbers 
Cave Experiment. The 1950s study, 
which examined the relations be-
tween two groups of 12-year-old boys 
left alone at a campground, showed 
how humans bond over shared needs. 
Appiah said. He used the Robbers 
Cave example to argue that collective 
identity creates cultural differences, 
not the other way around, as many 
people believe. 

"Identity groups are the conse-
quence and not the cause of conflict," 
.Appiah said. "Differences in identities 
are in various ways prior to differ-
ences in culture." 

Appiah then discussed the con-
cept of group labels. Before the 
1950s, the word "identity" rarely 
expressed ideas like race, gender, 
religion and nationality, but collec-

tive identities have created "kinds 
of people" that reflect the labels 
imposed on them, he said. 

"Human beings are brought into 
invention hand-in-hand with our 
invention of the categories they are 
in." Appiah said. 

Shared identity leads to partial-
ity toward members of one's own 
group. Appiah said. Bias is a normal 
predisposition. 

'Identity groups are the 
consequence and not 
the cause of conflict. 
Differences in identities 
are in various ways 
prior to differences in 
culture.' 

— Anthony .Appiah 
Princeton University 

Philosophy professor 

"Interest and obligation can 
be both special and universal," he 
said. "A friendship is a universal 
truth. The fact that a friendship 
depends on a special relationship 
... no more violates the pretense of 
moral authority than the spe-
cial responsibility of a doctor to 
the sick." 

Appiah said people often define 
themselves based on the groups 
in which they arbitrarily find them-
selves. For example, he said, a person 
could be born in any country and into 
any family. 

"Many things we care most about 
in life are put in contact with us by 
accident," Appiah said. "By accident 

M jtf* 

JENN MOI.HOLT'THRESHER 

Princeton University philosophy professor Anthony Appiah delivers the Martin Luther King Jr. lecture Jan. 27 in the Grand 
Hall of the Rice Memorial Center. Appiah spoke about "The Diversity of Identity." 

we become who we are ... and so it 
cannot be inconsequential. The fact 
that you didn't choose the people in 
your life doesn't mean you don't have 
responsibility to them." 

Appiah concluded by discuss-
ing the circumstances that tend to 
unify groups. Common plight and 
shared need create cohesion, he 
said. In the Robbers Cave Experi-
ment, problems with the water sup-
ply and other conflicts united the 
boys, Appiah said. 

Brown College junior Amanda 
Lopez said Appiah's anecdotes helped 

her better understand his message. 
"The Robbers Cave Experiment 

was definitely relative to the theme 
of identity ... in the way that groups 
can be easily formed and differ-
ences can play out in very ugly 
ways." Lopez said. 

Lovett C o l l e g e junior Yigit 

Menguc said he was interested in 
Appiah's ideas about communal and 
universal action. 

"You [can] help in [your] re-
gion locally," Menguc said. "It 
is easiest to do work where you 
are, while still respecting people 
outside." 

Bon iuk Center 
far the Stwdy *nd Advancement of teligiou* To!et»«ee Rice University 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Jan. 24-Feb. 2. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College 

Wiess College 

Will Rice College 

Martel College 

STUDENT ESSAY 
INVITATIONAL 

IS RICE TOLERANT? 

People from many different religions, ethnicities, races, 
nationalities, socio-economic classes, cultures and lifestyles live 
and work in the Rice community. Is Rice a tolerant community? 
Are people respected here at Rice even if they do not belong to a 

majority? Is Rice in any way an example of tolerance to others in 
Houston or in the university community at large? 

We invite essays not exceeding 500 words on the question of 
tolerance at Rice. We will read the essays and share the consensus 
of opinion with the Rice community in the spring via our website. 

Three $50 Prizes for top entries. 

Send your essay to to 1 e ra nee fa rice.edu 
New Deadline March 1, 2005. Include your full name, phone 

number and email address, and student ID number. 

Brown College 

Hanszen College 

Jones College 

Jan. 24 Student injured and transported 
to hospital by Houston Fire 
Department. 

Jan. 24 Wallet missing. 

Jan. 28 Bicycle stolen. 

Jan. 29 Students outside Martel 
threatened by two intoxicated 
non-Rice males. Subjects arrested 
for public intoxication, charged 
with possession of a controlled 
substance and transported to 
Harris County Jail. 

Jan. 30 Disturbance. 

Feb. 1 Suspicious male reported near 
bicycle racks. Subject stopped on 
Fannin Street, arrested for bicycle 
theft and transported to Harris 
County Jail. 

Feb. 2 Caller reports her roommate swung 
a lamp at her. 

Academic Buildings 
Keck Hall Jan. 26 

Duncan Hall 

Mechanical EngineeringJan. 26 
Building 

Bicycle stolen. 

Jan. 26 Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Other Buildings 

Autry Court Jan. 24 

Continuing Studies Jan. 24 

Fondren Library Jan. 24 

Fondren Library Jan. 24 

Facilities & Engineering Feb. 1 

Jan. 29 
Parking Lots 
Abercrombie Lot 

Abercrombie Lot 

Abercrombie Lot 

Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Money stolen from wallet. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Chain saw stolen. 

Non-Rice female found passed out 
in a vehicle. Subject arrested for 
public intoxication and transported 
to Harris County Jail. 

Jan. 29 Vehicle vandalized. Rear window 
broken and tire deflated. Four 
additional vehicles burglarized. 

Jan. 30 Vehicle vandalized. 
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Expanded roster boasts new speed, depth 
The dugout teems with unfa-

miliar faces, but the baseball 
team's expectations on the 
field are familiar: Omaha. 

Not the bat model, but the Nebraska 
city that hosts the NCAA College 
World Series each year. 

"Everybody on this team expects 
to get back and go play [in Omaha]," 
junior left-hander Matt Ueckert said. 
"People on the outside don't really 
expect us to right now. A lot of people 
don't know how good we are—we're 
going to surprise a lot of people. 
There's no, 'Oh, we're rebuilding this 
year.' Everybody expects to get back 
and play at that level." 

'I'm going to have 
to do more outlining 
before a game for 
myself because I've got 
more options.' 

— Wayne Graham 
Head coach 

Wee was upset in last year's NCAA 
regional at Reckling Park, losing 
the tournament's first game to sub-
.500 Texas Southern University and 
its last game to rival Texas A&M 
University, but the Owls expect to 
advance farther this year despite 
losing four pitchers drafted in the 
first four rounds of the Major league 
Baseball Eirst-Year Player Draft and 
three position players who earned 
eight total first-team all-Western 
Athletic Conference selections. With 
22 newcomers on the roster, head 
coach Wayne Graham's Owls are 
ranked between 13th and 18th nation-
ally in the four major polls, with their 
No. 18 Baseball America ranking the 
lowest for Rice in any poll since the 
end of the 2000 season. 

Ueckert is the only returning 
pitcher who threw more than 30 in-
nings last year, but the projected Rice 
lineup features seven contributors 
who had more than 95 at-bats last year 
in addition to several talented new-
comers. Junior right fielder I.ance 
Pendleton and sophomore catcher 
Travis Reagan both had minor knee 
surgery in January but Pendleton 
hopes to be in the lineup tomorrow 
and Reagan expects to be hitting by 

the Minute Maid Park College Classic 
Feb. 11-13 and catching again by the 
end of the month. 

Pendleton led Rice with 11 home 
runs and a .592 slugging percentage 
last year, and senior first baseman 
Adam Rodgers led the Owls in dou-
bles (21) and RBI (60) while hitting 
.343 with a .556 slugging percentage. 
Rodgers caught last year but will play 
primarily at first base this season, al-
lowing Reagan and freshman Danny 
Lehmann to share duties behind 
home plate. Reagan said the strength 
of this year's lineup is its depth. 

"This year you're just wondering, 
'When is somebody going to get out?' 
because all the way around, there's 
so much depth with the bats this 
year," Reagan said. "It's a lose-lose 
situation for the pitcher on the other 
team because we're so dangerous 
throughout the lineup. We're better 
than last year." 

Sophomore outfielder Adam Hale 
is expected to produce in the middle 
of the lineup after an end-of-season 
surge in 2004 that culminated with 
his selection to the NCAA all-Houston 
Regional team. Hale, Reagan and se-
nior third baseman Clay Reichenbach 
all came of age in Rice's two-day bid 
to overcome its shock opening-game 
loss to TSU, and the Owls will count 
on their maturity this year. 

"I think our offense overall is 
better this year than it was last year," 
Ueckert said. "The guys who've come 
back have gotten even better—we're 
going to score a lot of runs." 

Rice will also count on the raw 
athleticism of freshman outfielder/ 
pitcher Joe Savery, who is expected 
to hit third on opening day, the first 
Owl freshman to do so since Vincent 
Sinisi in 2002. Savery can start on the 
mound, in left field, at first base or 
as the designated hitter, but Graham 
said he will be in the batting order al-
most every game, in part because he 
has improved his plate discipline. 

"The things we told him that would 
make him successful here, he was 
able to incorporate pretty quickly," 
(iraham said. "After his first two 
batting practices, I said, 'You know, 
you're going to hit if you swing at 
strikes. And if you swing at balls, 
they're going to throw you balls.' And 
he was swinging at balls. Well, he quit 
swinging at balls, and he's hit." 

Freshman Brian Friday should 
take over as the every-day shortstop, 
although 2004 WAC Freshman of the 
Year Josh Rodriguez, who will start 

AT A GLANCE: 
2004 record: 46-14 

WAC record: 24-6 (first) 

Postseason: Rice suffered the biggest single-game upset in NCAA 
baseball tournament history, losing to No. 4 seed Texas Southern Uni-
versity (18-28) 4-3 in the opening game of a weather-affected regional 
at Reckling Park. The Owls rallied with Saturday wins over Lamar and 
TSU and won the first game against Texas A&M University Sunday. The 
more rested A&M pitching staff, however, prevailed in a back-and-forth 
game 7, and the Aggies won 7-5. 

Key losses: RHP Philip Humber, RHP Jeff Niemann, RHP Wade 
Townsend, RHP Josh Baker, SS Paul Janish, OF Chris Kolkhorst, OF 
Austin Davis 

Top Newcomers: C Danny Lehmann (The Woodlands HS), IB/LHP Joe 
Savery (Lamar HS), SS Brian Friday (Episcopal HS), IF Derek Myers 
(Bellaire HS), OF/LHP Bobby Bramhall (A&M Consolidated HS), OF Ty-
ler Henley (Heritage HS), RHP/DH Jordan Dodson (The Woodlands HS), 
LHP Cole St. Clair (Foothill HS), RHP Bobby Bell (Aledo HS), IF/OF 
Greg Buchanan (Alvin CC), RHP Bryce Cox (Paris JC), RHP Josh Geer 
(Navarro JC), RHP Ryne Tacker (Navarro JC) 

Head Coach: Wayne Graham (582-238 in 13 years at Rice) 
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LIZ HIM.'THRESHER 
Senior first baseman Adam Rodgers (26) prepares to tag out freshman infielder Kyle Reesing as sophomore second 
baseman Josh Rodriguez looks on during a fall practice Oct. 14. The Owls open their season tomorrow at 2 p.m. against 
Central Missouri State at Reckling Park. The Mules won the 2003 NCAA Division II national championship, making 
tomorrow's game a meeting between the 2003 NCAA Division I and II national champions. 

at second base, could also see play-
ing time at short. Rodriguez hit .306 
last year, but Graham said he hopes 
Rodriguez will be more consistent 
this season. Junior utility player 
Greg Buchanan, a former University 
of Houston player who transferred 
from Alvin Community College, 
will start at third or in center field, 
depending on whether or not the 
opposing pitcher is right-handed or 
left-handed, and freshman outfielder 
Tyler Henley will likely play center 
against right-handers. 

"The stock that has risen the 
highest in the spring from where he 
was when he left the fall is probably 
Henley, because he's hit and he's 
improved his routes to the ball and 
he can run," Graham said. "Right now, 
Henley has earned every chance to 
play. He's very strong, very brave, 
fast, and he's hit. And he's been very 
coachable." 

Buchanan, a switch-hitter, gives 
(iraham increased flexibility and 
options to move other players, such 
as senior infielders Matt Moake and 
Adam Morris and freshman out-
fielder Bobby Bramhall, throughout 
the lineup. 

"I'm going to have to do more 
outlining before a game for myself 
because I've got more options," 
(iraham said. "In that part of the 
game — the move part of the game 
— aside from pitching, there weren't 
that many moves to make | in the 
past]. You just tried to bunt when 
you're supposed to. But now, it's a 
little different, if you can keep these 
guys ready to 1 pinch hit or pinch run I. 
you can make some moves." 

Several of the newcomers also 
run well, giving Graham four to five 
players with above-average speed in 
most potential lineups. Henley and 
Friday, in particular, have excelled 
on the basepaths, and Grah? ,n hopes 
to give Rodriguez, who was six-for-
six stealing bases last year, more 

SCOUTING REPORT: CENTRAL MISSOURI STATE 
Like Rice, opening-day opponent Central Missouri State has an unusual 
mascot and a 2003 national baseball championship, but the schools 
share little else. Here's a comparison: 

Enrollment 
Nickname 
City 
City population 
Avg. Feb. high temp. 
'03 championship opponent 
'04 record 
'05 preseason rank 

Rice 
4,785 
Owls 
Houston, Texas 
2,000,000 
67 degrees 
Stanford 
46-14 
18 (Div. I) 

CMSU 
11.046 
Mules 
Warrensburg. Mo. 
16,340 
45 degrees 
Tampa 
57-8 
2 (Div. II) 

chances to run. Rice's 31 steals and 
42 stolen-base attempts last year were 
its fewest since 1980, but (iraham said 
this year's team speed is comparable 
to that of the 2003 squad, which was 
72-103 stealing bases and had seven 
players wit ii six or more steals. Rodri-
guez was the only player with at least 
six stolen bases last season. 

There's no, "Oh, we're 
rebuilding this year." 
Everybody expects to 
get back [to Omaha] 
and play at that level.' 

— Matt Ueckert 
Junior left-hander 

Rice's positional depth will also 
give Graham options defensively, 
where he is likely to make score-
keeper-headache-inducing, late-
game moves. Rice tied for the national 
lead with a .980 fielding percentage 
in 2003 and fielded .977 last year, 
good enough for third nationally, but 
Reagan said the team's defense this 
year is unproven. 

"So far, of the three aspects of the 
game — hitting, pitching and defense 
— I'd have to say that defense is prob-
ably our weakest point right now," 
Reagan said. "It's not something 
we're bad at, but as far as how good 
we are on the mound and at the plate, 
I'd say defense is something we need 
to work on the most." 

Graham said this year's de-
fense will need game experience to 
become consistent. 

"The talent is there, it's just estab-
lishing reliability," Graham said. "The 
best word to describe this year is ad-
venture. Considering our schedule, 
this is an intrepid adventure." 

Graham said the schedule, which 
includes the three-game Round Rock 
College Classic at Dell Diamond in 
Round Rock, Texas, and a single game 
against No. 2 Ii>U in New Orleans, 
in addition to Rice's usual slate of 
perennially strong Texas teams, will 
not be as difficult as it looks because 
most of the other tough games are at 
Reckling Park. 

"It's not like we intentionally threw 
ourselves to the wolves, because we 
have A&M here and we have Baylor 
here," (iraham said. "Our toughest 
nonconference series is here, against 
TCU, so ... that I felt leveled it out 
a bit." 
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JUCO transfers boost inexperienced pitching 
After relying almost exclusively on four pitch-

ers last season, head coach Wayne Graham 
said he hopes to take advantage of improved 

pitching depth by using a major-league-style pitching 
staff this year, with eight to ten pitchers throwing 
significant innings. 

"I would like to use eight to ten pitchers for the 
whole year," Graham said. "What [national runner-up 
University of] Texas was able to do last year, I think all of 
us would like to do that — it's just rare to find that many 
reliable arms. Even [UTs] freshmen threw strikes." 

'As a whole, our bullpen and our 
rotation are going to be stronger 
than last year, because last year 
if [opponents] got to our big 
guys, we were in trouble a little 
bit. This year, we 're solid all the 
way around.' 

— Travis Reagan 
Sophomore catcher 

As was the case last time Rice lost its best pitchers 
in the first round of the Major League Baseball First-
Year Player Draft, an heir-apparent used the previous 
year's regional elimination game to slake his claim as 
the next season's ace. Steven Herce (Will Rice '03) 
pitched the 2001 Owls — which featured first-round 
draft pick Kenny Baugh (Sid '01) and supplemental 
first-round pick Jon Skaggs (Lovett '03) — past 
UT-Arlington in a regional and then led the 2002 team 
to the College World Series, and junior left-hander 
Matt Ueckert hopes to follow a similar path in 2005 
after a complete-game, 12-strikeout, 4-hit, 0-earned-
run performance against Texas Southern in Rice's 
2004 regional. 

Ueckert was named the Texas Collegiate League's 
top left-handed starter this summer and is the Owls' 
most experienced returnee on the mound. All five of 
the pitchers—Jeff Niemann, WadeTownsend (Brown 
'04), Philip Humber, Josh Baker and David Aardsma 
— who threw at least 40 innings in one of the last two 
seasons were drafted in the first four rounds of the 
Major League Baseball First-Year Player Draft, and 
four went in the first round. 

But last spring and summer, Graham recruited his 
strongest class since 2001. Junior right-hander Josh 
Geer, a transfer from Navarro Junior College, and 
freshman left-hander Joe Savery should step into the 
weekend rotation, while another Navarro transfer, 
junior right-hander Ryne Tacker, is expected to join 
returning junior rigl it-hander Eddie I )egerman in com-
petition for spot starts and important relief outings. 

Sophomore right-hander Adam Hale, junior right-
hander Lance Pendleton, freshman left-handers Cole 

St. Clair and Bobby Bramhall, and freshman right-
hander Bobby Bell will work from the bullpen, but 
the Owls' biggest relief addition is junior right-hander 
Bryce Cox, a transfer from Paris Junior College. 

"Cox not only has a 90-95 [mphj fastball, but it 
moves really well, and he's throwing it for strikes," 
Graham said. "He's also got a workable curveball — at 
times a good curveball. We'd love to have a bullpen 
with three guys — Cox, Hale and Pendleton — for 
one to two innings, rarely three, that all can touch 94 
and maybe even 95." 

Left-handers Savery, St. Clair and sophomore Josh 
Forester all stand at least 6-foot-3, but the Owls will 
expect the most from Ueckert, who is 6-foot-5. The 
Bellaire High School product has great movement on 
his mid-80s fastball, an effective 12-to-6 curveball, and 
a deceptive change-up with excellent sink. Ueckert 
started three games as the designated hitter in the 
2003 College World Series and hit .293 in 48 games 
last year, but Graham said he will likely concentrate 
on pitching this season. 

"I think Ueckert has the capacity to win a lot of Divi-
sion I games if he's sound physically," Graham said. "I 
think he got enough rest and is doing the right things, 
so he should be able to give you a quality Division I 
start every time. That leaves it up to the rest of us: 
how well we play defense, and how well we support 
him with the bats." 

Savery, a 15th-round pick of the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers in June, is slighter than Ueckert and has more pop 
on his fastball, which often registers 90 mph, while 
his curveball and change-up are almost as effective 
at inducing ground balls. TTie right-handed Geer, a 
19th-round pick after his freshman season, comple-
ments the big left-handers with a sinking fastball that 
can touch 90 mph and effective off-speed pitches. 
Graham said Geer and Savery will split tomorrow's 
opener against Central Missouri State, with neither 
throwing more than four innings, while Ueckert and 
Tacker will pitch most of the innings in Tuesday's 
game against Sam Houston State. 

Tacker, who spent his freshman year at Texas 
A&M, joined Geer at Navarro last year and will chal-
lenge for a starting spot with good control of three 
pitches, including a sharp-breaking curveball and an 
above-average change-up. Degerman walked 16 batters 
and threw four wild pitches in 26.2 innings last year 
after transferring from UC-lrvine, but he also struck 
out 39 batters. After a summer in which he struck out 
52 and walked just 7, Degerman — complete with his 
unorthodox over-the-top delivery — should contend 
for the midweek starting spot. 

The Owls' bullpen hierarchy remains undeter-
mined. with as many as 16 pitchers competing for 
likely no more than seven spots. Graham has not used 
more than 11 pitchers in a season since 2000, but his 
40-player roster — the most in his 14-year tenure at 
Rice — including more than 20 who can pitch, may 
cause him to utilize his bullpen differently this season. 
Cox, who has spent only one full season concentrating 
on pitching, will likely close, while Forester, redshirt 
freshman right-handers Mark Krampitz and Brandon 
Frith and freshman right-hander Jordan Dodson will 
compete for middle relief innings. 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Sophomore right-hander Adam Hale Is one of three relief 
pitchers whose fastball can touch 94 mph. 

"I don't ever think pressure is a negative because 
pressure culls," Graham said. "You don't want to 
place a burden on a guy that 'this is your last shot.' If 
we'd have done that, his sophomore year, Townsend 
wouldn't have pitched. He was terrible his first time, 
and I don't think he was terrible after that." 

Sophomore catcher Travis Reagan, who is cur-
rently sidelined after cyst removal surgery, will 
start at catcher when healthy Senior Adam Rodg-
ers, freshman Danny Lehmann and junior Lyndon 
Duplessis will all see time at catcher, a position 
which, under Graham, has the rare responsibility 
of calling most pitches. 

Reagan said the pitchers' competition for innings 
will be a proving ground to determine who wants the 
ball in tough situations. 

"If [pressurej's good for somebody, then that's the 
type of guy we want on the mound — one that can 
deal with the pressure," Reagan said. "It's definitely 
a positive thing for us." 

Although junior left-hander Colin Matheny, senior 
right-hander Garrett Pennington and junior right-
hander Craig Crow will miss the entire season due 
to respective injuries, Reagan said he expects this 
year's staff to be stronger as a whole than last year's, 
which featured three first-round draft picks and one 
fourth-round pick. 

"As a whole, our bullpen and our rotation are go-
ing to be stronger than last year, because last year i! 
[opponents] got to our big guys, we were in trouble 
a little bit." Reagan said. "This year, we're solid all the 
way around." 

The Starters 
With four games per week, these are the preseason favorites for starting roles 

RICE SPORTS INFORMATION 

34-RHP Josh Geer 
RICE SPORTS INFORMATION 

20-LHP Joe Savery 22-LHP Matt Ueckert 
RICE SPORTS INFORMATION 
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31-RHP Ryne Tacker 
RICE SPORTS INFORMATION 
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LINEUP 
Head coach Wayne Graham plans to utilize his lineup flexibility this year, starting 
as many as six left-handed hitters in the batting order against right-handers. Here 
are the likely lineup combinations, depending on the opposing pitcher: 

% t 

* 

vs. right-hander 

It will not happen every game, but Graham can start 
Rodgers at catcher to get another left-handed bat 
(Bramhall) in the lineup. Without a slow-running 
catcher late in the order, opposing teams would 
face five consecutive speedsters, all capable of hit-
ting leadoff, from the No. 7 spot to the No. 2 spot. 
Matt Ueckert would be the only left-handed bat on 
the bench, while Clay Reichenbach and Adam Mor-
ris would be the Owls' top pinch-hitting options. 

Position Bats Name 

1 2 B K 
12-<JosH £ o t > a . t « v e z 1 2 B K 

2 5 
1 * 7 ' S e r e "Bvchaman 

2 5 
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9 C F L 
13 - Tyc*"* f-ffAiLey 

9 C F L 

vs. left-hander 

Rice could also intimidate opposing left-handers 
with seven right-handed batters in this scenario. 
Veterans Reichenbach and Morris replace freshmen 
Henley and Bramhall, while Rodgers, Savery and 
Buchanan switch positions. Lehmann will start at 
catcher until Reagan is fully healthy. This lineup is 
significantly slower, but a southpaw is likely to slow 
the running game anyway, and Graham will have 
speedy contact hitters available off the bench. 

Position Bats Name 

1 
2S R 

12.-Josh Rose i soez. 
X 2S R 

9 
CF S 

17-Gnefi So tJ 
mrnrnm CF S 

Q 
I F 

/ 
IX) - J~oe Save ny 

J I F L 

4 IB r\ 
2 6 - A - D A M . £ o T > 6 £ « . y 

4 IB R 

k 
IF I 

lt>-LAfJCE'Pe>rt>l-£roW 
J IF L 

K 
1C-C.LAY •RCICKCA/SACH u K 

7 
D H 

o 2 8 - A " d a m f - W f t i r 
/ D H lc 

8 SS K 

Q 
c 

R I ^ - T r a v U ZeAHAU 
- / c 12. \\-X>Autjy LctitoAtltf 

R I C E B A S E B A L L BY T H E N U M B E R S 

3.54 2.98 .202 1.015 0 31-42 
KRA of all pitchers not 

named Townsend, Humber, 
Baker or Niemann last sea-
son, 1.10 runs higher than 
the 2.40 ERA posted by the 
Hig Four. 

Eddie Degerman (2.70) 
and Matt Ueckert (3.06) led 
the remaining pitchers. 

Rice's combined team 
ERA in the six seasons 
since 1999. The Owl ERA 
has decreased each season, 
from 3.34 in 1999 to 2.64 last 
year, and Rice has been first 
or second nationally for four 
consecutive years. 

Combined batting aver-
age (45-223) by opponents 
against Matt Ueckert and 
Eddie Degerman last year. 
T h e duo combined for 
10 strikeouts in 1-hitting 
Lamar April 20, 2004 at 
Reckling Park. 

OPS (On-base Plus Slug-
ging) for Lance Pendleton 
last year, best on the team. 
Pendleton slugged .592 with 
a .423 on-base percentage 
to finish ahead of Adam 
Rodgers (.976 OPS) for the 
team lead. 

Errors by catcher Tra-
vis Reagan last year in 
253 changes. Reagan did 
have five passed balls but 
threw out a respectable 
37 percent (7-19) of runners 
attempting to steal. 

Stolen bases and at-
tempts by Rice last year, the 
fewest since 1980. Wayne 
Graham hopes several new-
comers will help restore the 
running game to its 2003 
rate of 72 stolen bases in 
103 attempts, the fifth-high-
est totals in his tenure. 
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SCHEDULE 

2005 RICE BASEBALL SCHEDULE 
February 2 •at Fresno St. (8:35 p.m.) 
5 CENT. MISSOURI ST. (2 p.m.) 3 •at Fresno St. (3:05 p.m.) 
8 SAM HOUSTON ST. (4 p.m.) 6 Aat LSU (7 p.m.) 
1 1 #Oklahoma St. (noon) 8 •at Louisiana Tech (6 p.m.) 
12 #Texas A&M (7 p.m.) 9 •at Louisiana Tech (3 p.m.) 
13 #Baylor (2:30 p.m.) 10 •at Louisiana Tech (1 p.m.) 
15 at Houston (4 p.m.) 12 TEXAS A&M (7 p.m.) 
18 %SMS (4:30 p.m.) 15 •at Hawaii (10:35 p.m.) 
19 %MISSISSIPPI (1 p.m.) 16 •at Hawaii (10:35 p.m.) 
20 %LAMAR (3:30 p.m.) 17 •at Hawaii (5:05 p.m.) 
22 HOUSTON (4 p.m.) 20 TEXAS (7 p.m.) 
25 &W. CAROLINA (4:30 p.m.) 22 •LOUISIANA TECH (7 p.m.) 
26 &NEBRASKA (1 p.m.) 23 •LOUISIANA TECH (2 p.m.) 
27 &NEW MEXICO (3:30 p.m.) 24 

26 
•LOUISIANA TECH (1 p.m.) 
HOUSTON (7 p.m.) 

M a r r h 29 •FRESNO ST. (2 p.m.) 

1 at Lamar (7 p.m.) 29 •FRESNO ST. (second game) 

4 INebraska (2:30 p.m.) 30 •FRESNO ST. (2 p.m.) 

5 ISouthern Cal (3 p.m.) 
6 INotre Dame (6 p.m.) May 
9 at Texas (6:15 p.m.) n BAYLOR (7 p.m.) 
11 TCU (7 p.m.) 13 •at Nevada (4 p.m.) 
12 TCU (2 p.m.) 14 •at Nevada (3 p.m.) 
13 TCU (1 p.m.) 15 •at Nevada (3 p.m.) 
15 PURDUE (7 p.m.) 17 at Houston (7 p.m.) 
18 •at San Jose St. (9 p.m.) 20 •HAWAII (7 p.m.) 
19 •at San Jose St. (3 p.m.) 2 1 •HAWAII (2 p.m.) 
20 •at San Jose St. (3 p.m.) 22 •HAWAII (1 p.m.) 
22 at Sam Houston St. (2 p.m.) 27 •SAN JOSE ST. (7 p.m.) 
25 •NEVADA (7 p.m.) 28 •SAN JOSE ST. (2 p.m.) 
26 •NEVADA (2 p.m.) 29 •SAN JOSE ST. (1 p.m.) 
27 •NEVADA (1 p.m.) 
29 at Houston (7 p.m.) June 

3-5 NCAA Regionals 

April 
1 *at Fresno St. (8:35 p.m.) 

10-12 NCAA Super Regionals April 
1 *at Fresno St. (8:35 p.m.) 17-27 College World Series 

* denotes a Western Athletic Conference game 
CAPS denote a home game at Reckling Park 
# denotes a Minute Maid Park College Classic game 
% denotes a Coca-Cola Classic game 
& denotes a Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational game 
! denotes a Round Rock College Classic game at Dell Diamond 
A denotes a Wally Pontiff Jr. Classic game at Zephyr Field, Metairie, La. 

• 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Senior third baseman Clay Reichenbach (16) and the Owls hope to have plenty to yell about this season, especially in 
their 32 home games at Reckling Park in its first full season with its expanded capacity of more than 4,500. Rice is 
99-16 at home since 2002. 

2005 Owl schedule includes trips to two AAA ballparks 
Rice f a c e s a 30 -game 

n o n - c o n f e r e n c e sched-
ule of tournaments and 
local matchups in addi-

tion to its final 30 games in the 
Western Athletic Conference. Both 
Hawaii and Fresno State should 
challenge the Owls, ranked 18th 
nationally by Baseball America, in 
WAC play, while Rice's early-
season schedule should provide 
preparation for the postseason. 
Here's a look at the biggest games: 

College Classic 
Minute Maid Park 
Feb. 11 Oklahoma State 
Feb. 12 Texas A&M 
Feb. 13 Baylor 

Wayne Graham loves the guar-
anteed innings this three-day 
tournament provides his unprov-
en pitching staff, and the Owls 
once again face rivals A&M and 
llth-ranked Baylor under the roof, 
as well as No. 23 Oklahoma State. 
The Saturday night slot against the 
Aggies, who eliminated Rice from 
the NCAA tournament last year, 
is the biggest game. Rice has gone 
2-1 at Minute Maid Park in each of 
the last three tournaments. 

Silver Glove Series 
University of Houston 
Cougar Field 
Feb. 15, March 2 9 , May 17 
Reckling Park 
Feb. 22 , April 2 6 

Rice has won six of the seven 
Silver Gloves in the annual five-game 
series, but this is the last in the 
current format before the schools 

become conference rivals for the 
2006 baseball season. 

UH head coach Rayner Noble 
purged most players from last year's 
30-29 team that missed the NCAA 
tournament after losing twice to TCU 
in the bracket final of the Conference 
USA tournament. Center fielder 
Travis Tully, shortstop Patrick Gay-
lord, and two-way standouts Kevin 
Roberts, Brad Lincoln and Matt Far-
rington will now lead the Cougars. 

Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational 
Reckling Park 
Feb. 2 5 Western Carolina 
Feb. 2 6 Nebraska 
Feb. 2 7 New Mexico 

Rice has hosted ranked opponents 
such as Arizona State in previous 
tournaments at Reckling Park, 
and this year the Owls welcome 
50th-ranked Nebraska, a rival from 
the 2001 NCAA super regionals, and 
traditional participant New Mexico 
one week after hosting No. 16 Ole 
Miss in the Coca-Cola Classic. 

Round Rock College Classic 
Dell Diamond, Round Rock 
March 4 Nebraska 
March 5 USC 
March 6 Notre Dame 

This will be Rice's first appear-
ance in the prestigious tournament 
held at the home of the AAA Round 
Rock Express and is convenient for 
students heading to Austin for spring 
break. Rice will face Nebraska again, 
No. 30 USC, and fellow private-school 
power Notre Dame, ranked 20th, in 
the schools' first meeting since the 
2002 College World Series. 

University of Texas 
Disch-Falk Field, Austin 
March 9 
Reckling Park 
April 2 0 

Few college baseball rivalries can 
compare to RicM T, even though the 
teams have alternated dominating 
recent season series. UT went 3-0 
against Rice in 2002, Rice went 3-0 
in 2003, and the Longhorns won all 
four matchups last year. 

That makes 2005 Rice's turn, but 
No. 4 UT still boasts possibly the 
deepest pitching staff in college 
baseball. J. Brent Cox takes over 
at closer, while catcher Taylor Tea-
garden, outfielder Drew Stubbs and 
Owl-killing infielder Seth Johnston 
lead the Longhorns at the plate. 

TCU 
Reckling Park 
March 11-13 

The two former WAC schools 
pass each other in the night, as Rice 
moves into Conference USA just as 
No. 21 TCU leaves C-USA for the 
Mountain West Conference. 

Head coach Jim Schlossnagle 
has turned the Horned Frogs into a 
contender, and TCU is led by trans-
fers like former UH shortstop Stuart 
Musslewhite and former Nebraska 
pitcher Brad Furnish. Like UT, TCU 
boasts a heralded recruiting class. 

LSIJ 
Zephyr Field, Metairie, l̂ a. 
April 6 

Owl fans looking for a reasonable 
road trip should choose this game in 
memory of former Î SU star Wally 

Pontiff, who competed against the 
Owls in the 2002 NCAA super re-
gional but died suddenly later that 
summer. The game will be played 
at the home field of the AAA New 
Orleans Zephyrs and should feature 
an enthusiastic, pro-LSU crowd. 

The second-ranked Tigers have 
been to Omaha each of the last two 
years and are led by shortstop Blake 
Gill and an unusually strong pitching 
staff that includes I^ne Mestepey, 
Justin Meier, Clay Dirks and Jason 
Determann. 

Texas A&M 
Reckling Park 
April 12 

Rice has won five of its last six 
games against the Aggies, but lost 
the most critical one in last May's 
regional at Reckling Park. 

Outstanding shortstop Cliff Pen-
nington, the MVP of that regional, 
returnstothe A&M squad alongwith 

catcherCraigStinson. On the mound, 
the 13th-ranked Aggies will turn to 
lefthander Jason Meyer, who also 
starred in last May's regional; Kyle 
Marlatt; and Doug Frame, but many 
different pitchers will likely pitch in 
midweek games like this one. 

Hawaii 
Reckling Park 
May 20 -22 

Students may be out of town, but 
this late May series could determine 
the WAC title and automatic bid to 
the NCAA tournament if Rainbow 
pitching can replicate last year, when 
Hawaii split six games with Rice. 

No. 42 Hawaii's starting rotation 
of Ricky Bauer, Stephen Bryant and 
Steven Wright should be one of the 
strongest in the conference, and the 
Rainbows also boast dangerous of-
fensive players, like outfielders Matt 
Inouye and Grog Kish, and a strong 
recruiting class. 

BASEBALL AMERICA RANKINGS (TOP 15 & RICE OPPONENTS) 

1. Tulane 
2. LSU (April 6) 
3. Cal. State Fullerton 
4. UT (March 9 & April 20) 
5. Miami 
6. Stanford 
7. South Carolina 
8. Washington 
9. Arizona State 

10. Georgia 
11. Baylor {Feb. 13, May 11) 
12. Arizona 

13. Texas A&M (Feb. 12, April 12) 
14. North Carolina 
15. Florida 
16. Ole Miss (Feb. 19) 
18. Rice 
20. Notre Dame (March 6) 
21. TCU (March 11-13) 
23. Oklahoma State (Feb. 11) 
30. Southern Cal (March 5) 
42. Hawaii (April 15-17, May 20-22) 
44. Fresno State (April 1-3, 29-30) 
50. Nebraska (Feb. 26, March 4) 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 10,2005. 

EDITORS' 
p i c k s 

t o n i g h t 

S 

FLASH BACK TO 
LIIJTH FAIR 

Angst-ridden and folksy, 

here comes Ani Difranco 

live in concert. 

Tonight at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are 

$26 .50 and $29 .50 . 

The Verizon Wireless 

Theater 

5 2 0 Texas Avenue. 

Please call 

(713) 230 -1600 

for more information. 

t o n i g h t a n d 
t o m o r r o w 

t 

NEXT TIME I 
FIND AN EAR 

IN AFIELD, I'M 
LEAVING IT BE 

David Lynch's beautifully 

perverse cult classic 

Blue Velvet is the River 

Oaks' midnight movie. 

Prepare for the bizarre. 

Tonight, tomorrow at 

midnight. 

The River Oaks. 

2009 West Gray. 

Please call 

(713) 8 6 6 - 8 8 8 1 

for more information. 

m o n d a y 

MONROE AS AN 
EX-STRIPPER? 

SWEET! 

Director John Huston's 

classic Western The Mis-

fits, which stars Marilyn 

Monroe as a former 

stripper and Clark Gable 

as an aging cowboy, is at 

the MFAH this week. The 

Alley Theatre's artistic 

director Gregory Boyd will 

introduce the film. 

Monday at 7 p.m. 

The MFAH. 

1 0 0 1 Bissonnet St. 

Please call 

(713) 639 -7300 

for more information. 
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HGO embraces Verdi with lush new production 
Sarah Betts 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Verdi's II Trovatore is Italian 
opera at its most outrageous. In 
the Houston Grand Opera's newest 
production, the audience witnesses 
a burning at the stake, three kidnap-
pings, a case of mistaken identity, 
an abduction from a nunnery, two 
poisonings and truly fabulous music 
in less than three hours. 

W. 
'il trovatore' 

Houston Grand Opera 
Rating: • • • • 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Through Feb. 6 

Wortham Center's Brown Theater 

The story line of the opera is so 
over the top that it would be comical 
were it not for the incredibly beauti-
ful way in which the characters sing 
through their whirlwind of drama. 
II Trovatore is weak on plot and 
strong on passion. Set in 15th-cen-
tury Spain in the midst of civil war, 
the broad range of turmoil provides 
a showcase for soaring emotional 
arias that have made Verdi's operas 
hits popular since their composition 
in the early 19th century. 

The plot is fueled by the burn-
ing of a gypsy woman suspected of 
poisoning a child of a noble family 
and by the gypsy's daughter's quest 
for revenge. Add in star-crossed 
lovers, a lustful, evil nobleman and 
plenty of battles, and the result is 
elevated beyond mere melodrama 
by the poignancy with which the 
figures express their thousand 
varieties of anguish. 

One of the finest musical mo-
ments occurs in the first act when 
Leonora, a lady-in-waiting at the 
court of Aragon, sings of her love 
for the troubadour who serenades 
her nightly. The tempo is slow and 
soft as she recounts how she met 
him as an unmarked knight in a 
tournament, then switches to a fast, 
giddy waltz as she tells her maid 

A CHORUS LI\E 

COURTESY HOUSTON GRAND OPERA 

Leonora (Sondra Radvanovsky) wonders if she will find her beloved in the Houston Grand Opera's new production 
of Verdi's II Trovatore. 

how she cannot give up the intoxi-
cation of her new love despite its 
dangerous, illicit nature. Soprano 
Sondra Radvanovsky's voice soars 
joyfully through the sequence, 
which is designed to show off the 
singer's vocal range with scales that 
climb vocal mountains. Leonora is 
one of Radvanovsky's signature 
roles, obvious in her total mastery 
of the part. 

Radvanovsky shares the stage 
with other prodigious talents Her 
two lovers, Manrico (tenor Mar-
cello Giordani) and the Counti di 
Luna (baritone Bruno Caproni), 
are also allotted plenty of pas-
sionate solos and a remarkable 
duet sung with their swords at 
each other's throats. The gypsy 

Azucena, daughter of the woman 
burned at the stake, tells her 
fiery story of revenge with great 
intensity, particularly in a duet 
with Manrico. Eugenie Grunewald, 
flown in last-minute to replace the 
ill Dolora Zajick, appeared totally 
at ease. 

The HGO stages this unapolo-
getically sensational opera gaudily 
and avoids dampening it with false 
moral value. With the exception 
of a misjudged attempt to make a 
prison scene into a statement about 
the horrors of religious bigotry 
by adding a backdrop of a broken 
cross and tortured soldiers and 
nuns, the HGO lets the opera be 
what it is. 

The opening set is particularly 

striking — a gray wall with swords 
stuck in the ground and water pour-
ing down like rain into a depres-
sion on the floor. The weather in 
this production is as tempestuous 
as the opera, with rain, snow and 
even spontaneous bursts of flame 
making appearances onstage. The 
combination of these dramatic ef-
fects with opulent period costumes 
and the minimal gray walls strikes 
a good balance between preserv-
ing the flamboyant tone of the 
opera and retaining the splendor 
of Verdi's music. 

This production is a huge success. 
Not too heavy and blessed with awe-
inspiring music, II Trovatore comes 
as close as any opera can to being 
universally enjoyable. 

In 'Les Choristes,' sentimentality is a good thing 
Tina Hinojosa 
THRESHER STAFF 

Not many films unabashedly 
embrace sentimentality and still 
evoke an enjoyable movie-watching 
experience. Iss Choristes, however, 
caught me by surprise by taking a 
very simple, cliched plot and spicing 
it up with comforting music, quality 
acting and graceful aesthetics. 

'les choristes' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • • 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Set in 1948, Les Choristes ex-
plores an all-boys French boarding 
school that rehabilitates "troubled" 
minors. The story begins with musi-
cian Clement Mathieu's (The Race's 
Gerard Jugnot) arrival at L'Ecole 
Fond L'Etang — in English, "The 
School at the Bottom of the Pond." 
The name suggests the institution's 
somber, hopeless climate. 

Mathieu has just accepted a 
post as student su-
pervisor, serving 
as a live-in men-
tor and teacher. 
When he arrives, 
he is greeted by 
Maxence (Nickel 
and Dime's Jean-
Paul Bonnaire) , 
the man who pre-
viously held the 
position. Holding 
a bloody mess of 
gauze on his eye, 

—— 
:;s : 

« t \ ^ 

Clement Mathieu (G6rard iugnot) directs the boys of a boarding school in the 
which was nominated for the Best Foreign Language Film Academy Award. 

COURTESY MIRAMAX FILMS 

new French fllm Les Choristes, 

Maxence informs Mathieu that one 
of the students has injured him 
severely and that he will be taking 
time to recover in the school infir-
mary. As Mathieu and Maxence 
approach the classroom, Mathieu's 
face turns fearful at the sound of 

50 screaming boys. Maxence then 
leaves Mathieu, reminding him 
of the administrative credo at the 
school: "Action. Reaction!" 

With such a grossly predict-
able introduction, I became wor-
ried that this was just a mediocre 

French film that got rave reviews 
simply because it is foreign. I mean, 
was this going to be another Sister 
Act 2, with a hero taking a group 
of young miscreants and reforming 
them through the all-healing power 

See CHORUS, pape 13 
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COURTESY THE MENIL COLLECTION 

The oil painting Beating at Four Stakes In the Colonies by French artist Marcel Antoine Verdier is featured in the 
new exhibit Deep Wells and Reflecting Pools at the Menil Collection. 

Expansive Menil exhibit deftly explores 
history of black representation in art 
Tina Hinojosa 
THRESHER STAFF 

In 1960, John and Dominque 
de Menil, recognizing the need 
to counter the escalating racial 
segregation in Houston, initiated a 
research and acquisition project on 
the image of blacks in Western art, 
seeking to analyze the historicity of 
racial inequality through art. Their 
efforts have since yielded a collection 
of several hundred objects ranging 
from antiquity to the present. 

'deep wells and 
reflecting pools' 

The Menil Collection 
Rating: • • • • 

(out of five) 

In collaboration with the Con-
temporary Arts Museum, Hous-
ton, the Menil Collection commis-
sioned Houston-based artist David 
McGee to create a site-specific 
component of the CAMH's Double 
Consciousness: Black Conceptual 
Art Since 1970 exhibit Consisting 
of an incredibly diverse range of 
works, Deep Wells and Reflecting 
Pools takes a look at interna-
tional representations of African 
cultures throughout history in a 

simultaneously sympathetic and 
disturbing fashion. 

In an interview with Menil Chief 
Curator Matthew Drutt, McGee 
said Deep Wells and Reflecting Pools 
represents the "act of thinking about 
two different things: one is the act of 
looking back and seeing if you have 
the courage to look back, receiving all 
that history, both positive and nega-
tive. At the same time, it's (about! 
being able to pull yourself out of that 
and move forward to a future, with 
all of that baggage and all of that 
cross bearing, to make something 
happen that's new and enlightening 
as to who you are." 

It is, in fact difficult to walk through 
this show and not feel uneasy about 
the surrounding objects. Many of 
the works are haunting in the reality 
they present. For example, a framed 
parchment paper receipt accounts the 
details of a slave sale, entitled "Febru-
ary 27,1844." In the messily scribbled 
text, the seller provides a description 
of Green, a 25-year-old man sold for 
$700; Sally, a young woman sold for 
$333; and a horse sold for $40. At the 
bottom of the correspondence is a 
detail of the cost of each person and the 
horse, with their sum total of $1,073. 
The receipt reveals the routine of slave 
trading in all its repulsiveness. 

Just a few feet from the receipt is 
an equally disturbing piece, "Head of 
a Black with Rope Marks around the 
Neck," circa 1800s, that is believed 
to be a depiction of Nat Turner, 
the revolutionary who began a 
resistance against slave owners in 
Southampton, Va. in 1831. Enlarged 
white glass eyes emerge from the 
beeswax and plaster head, confront-
ing the viewer. While this work is 
physically chilling, it is even more 
distressing to think that an unidenti-
fied 19th century artisan fashioned 
such a sculpture with the intention 
of displaying it as art. 

It is, in fact, 
difficult to walk 
through this show 
and not feel 
UNEASY about 
the surrounding 
objects. 

McGee has done a miracu-
lous job in creating thoughtful 
juxtapositions between the works, 
all located within one gallery 
at the Menil. One of the most 
i n t e r e s t i n g r e l a t ionsh ips oc-
curs between a f if th cen tury 
B.C. Greek Attic vase and a late 
19th century hand-painted papier-
mach£ sculpture. Both works 
explore the derogatory nature 
in which darker-skinned peoples 
have been represented since early 
antiquity. The Greek piece is small 
in scale, with the bell of the vase 
taking the shape of an unidentified 
black woman's head. Her eyes are 
blank and expressionless, similar 
to many of the other works in the 
show. 

Adjacent to the vase rests the 
sculpture, "Darkie Game," a large 
piece that takes the form of a black 
man with his hands on his knees. 
With a yellow top hat, bright red 
lips and a wide-open mouth indi-
cating confusion, "Darkie Game" 
is reminiscent of the prototypical 
plaster yard jockey that continues 
to be displayed in front of many 
Southern homes. Together, the 
two works visually symbolize the 
wrongful historical categorization 
of blacks as intellectually inferior 
human beings. 

This exhibition is startlingly 
confrontational. The viewer is 
compelled to rethink the pervasive 
and oft-ignored racial inequality that 
continues to plague American soci-
ety. Through looking back, McGee 
challenges us to confront the harsh 

LITTLE (,()LDb:\ (.1 V >/'/• ihs 

Academy Awards 2004: 
Excuse me while I yawn 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

Around this t ime every 
year, I wonder what life would 
be like without the 
Oscars. Close your 
eyes and think for a 
moment. Everyone 
in Hollywood would 
go on pretending to 
play nice, starlets and 
designers would form 
fewer alliances and 
we wouldn't have to 
listen to yet another 
self-congratulatory 
acceptance speech. 
Now that I mention 
it, I don't want that 
life by any means. 

[Finding 
Neverland] is 
a SCHLOCKY 
Hallmark card 
of a film that 
sanitizes the life 
of playwright 
J.M. Barrie. 

I must confess I love the 
smarmy, pat-yourself-on-the-
back gooeyness of the Academy 
Awards. And while I always enjoy 
filling out an imaginary ballot 
in my head, it is so much more 
fun to bemoan the Academy's 
choices. Every year someone 
great is overlooked, and some-
one undeserving inexplicably 
makes the cut. This year is 
no different. For every excit-
ing, brave choice the academy 
made, it picked two or three dull 
entries. Here is my look at this 
year's Oscar nominations. 

[Vera Drake) is 
dry and 
pretentious, and 
Staunton's 
performance 
goes from 
CHIRPY to 
catatonic — 
with no middle 
ground. 

Those who labeled 2004 the 
year of the biopic need only glance 
at the best picture nominations 
to be validated. Three of the five 
films up for the big prize — The 
Aviator, Finding Neverland and 
Ray—are based on the lives of real 
men. The other two nominees are 
also all about the guys. Sideways 
explores male bonding in wine 
country, while Clint Eastwood's 
Million Dollar Baby is more about 
Eastwood's trainer character than 
Hilary Swank's female boxer. If 
you don't believe me, just go see 
the film — it is directed by Clint, 
produced by Clint and starring 
Clint. He even wrote the score. 

I don't object to The Aviator, 
Sideways or Million Dollar Baby, 
and I haven't seen Ray, so 111 
stay impartial with that one. But 
Finding Neverland? Please. This 
is a schlocky Hallmark card of 
a film that sanitizes the life of 
playwrightJ.M. Barrie, who many 
thought to be a pedophile. 1 know 
that Miramax, the company that 
released Neverland, is owned by 
Disney, but some lives should 
not be watered down for family 
tastes. 

I greeted most of the best 
actor nominations with a big, 

wide yawn. Finding 
Neverland's Johnny 
Depp? I loved the 
guy in Pirates of the 
Caribbean: The Curse 
of the Black Pearl, and 
believe that he is one 
of our most underap-
preciated actors, but 
a nomination for his 
bland Barrie? That's 
a bit much. 1 have 
the same feelings for 
Don Cheadle in Hotel 
Rwanda, an overrated, 

emotionally manipulative film 
that many neglect to criticize 
simply because it covers socially 
pertinent material. I can't believe 
this race came together without 
Jeff Bridges' reckless children's 
author in The Door in the Floor, 
Liam Neeson's daring sexologist 
in Kinsey and Paul Giamatti's 
nerdy wino in Sideways. It was 
a notably strong year for actors, 
but these exciting performances 
should have made the cut re-
gardless. 

The best actress category 
is similarly frustrat ing. An-
nette Bening's desperate plea 
for awards attention paid off 
with Being Julia, a limp stage 
farce that nobody saw. Bening's 
performance is nauseatingly 
over-the-top. Imelda Staunton, 
lauded by the same critics who 
enjoyed Bening's work, made the 
cut for her two-note work in Vera 
Drake. (Writer/director Mike 
Leigh was a surprise nominee in 
the director and original screen-
play categories.) The film is dry 
and pretentious, and Staunton's 
performance goes from chirpy 
to catatonic — with no middle 
ground. Thank goodness Maria 
Full of Grace's Catalina Sandino 
Moreno, Million Dollar Baby's 
Hilary Swank and Eternal Sun-
shine of the Spotless Mind"s Kate 
Winslet are there to class up the 
joint. I am hoping one of these 
three worthy women will take 
home the prize. 

The supporting categories 
were a bit more refreshing, with 
Close/s Clive Owen and Natalie 
Portman, The Aviator's Cate 
Blanchett and Kinsey's l-aura 
Linney making the cut. I don't, 
however, see the need for Alan 
Alda's nod for Ihe Aviator. He's 
in the film for about 15 minutes, 
chews the scenery as an amoral 
congressman and then leaves. 
It's neither a great part nor a 
great performance. Kinsey s Pe-
ter Sarsgaard or I Heart Hucka-
bees' Mark Wahlberg would have 
been a better choice. 

For every 
exciting, 
BRAVE choice 
the academy 
made, it picked 
two or three dull 
entries. 

So, there's my rant. I'm glad 
to have it all out of my system. If 
you haven't seen the nominated 
films, you still have time. The 
Oscars will be announced live 
on ABC on Eeb. 27 at 7 p.m. 
with all the requisite pomp, 
circumstance and glam. 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College junior and arts and enter-
tainment editor. 
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'Innocents' puts death 
penalty under fire 
Michael Hardy 
THRESHER STAFF 

Dobie Gillis Williams was 
executed by the state of I/)uisi-
ana on the evening of January 8, 
1999. He had gnarled fingers from 
rheumatoid arthritis, a bad left 
knee that made walking painful 
and a fondness for the company 
of women. He also had an IQ of 
65, under the threshold of 70 for 
mental retardation. The story of 
Williams, an indigent black man 
condemned to die by an all-white 
jury for murdering a white woman 
in a southern state, is not extraor-
dinary. What is extraordinary is 
that Williams was almost certainly 
innocent. 

DEAD MAN WALKING 

The 
Dea th of 

I n n o c e n t s 

AN KVKWITNK8S A C C <> V N T 
or WHO It Oft? I. X K C U T t O N & 

Sister Helen Prejean 

4^sy ' the death of 
i nnocen ts ' 

Sister Helen Prejoan, 
339 pages 

Random House, $28.95 
R a t i n g : * * * * (out of five) 

Sister Helen Prejean, a Ro-
man Cathol ic nun, became 
famous when her first book, 
Dead Man Walking, was made 
into the successful 1995 movie. 
In the sequel to that book, as in 
the original, Prejean tells the 
true story of two men on death 
row whom she comes to know 
while serving as their spiritual 
adviser. Unlike in Dead Man 
Walking, however, where the 
guilt of the two men she advised 
was uncontested, in both of these 
cases the men — Williams and 
Joseph O'Dell — stubbornly 
uphold their innocence right 
into the state's crucifix-shaped 
deathbed. 

The Death of Innocents: An 
Eyewitness Account of Wrongful 
Executions chronicles her experi-
ence working with defense at-
torneys in heroic but ultimately 
futile attempts to save the two 
men's lives. Equal parts mur-
der mystery, anti-death penalty 
polemic and powerful account 
of two men facing imminent 
death, The Death of Innocents 
should become a touchstone in 
the growing national debate over 
capital punishment. 

When Prejean met Williams 
in 1991, he had been on death 
row for seven years. At first, she 
listened indulgently to Williams' 
claims of innocence. Then she 
started reading about the case. 
The victim's husband, who was in 
the house at the time, told the po-
lice his wife screamed out, 'This 
black man is killing me," from the 
bathroom as she was being mur-
dered. When he broke open the 
door, he found his wife bleeding 
to death. "A black man has killed 
me," she said. "He went through 
the bathroom window." Those 
were her last words. The police 
accordingly rounded up three 

black men, and after Williams ap-
parently confessed, it was no great 
matter for the prosecution to win 
a death sentence against a court-
appointed lawyer who, among 
his other mistakes, never hired 
a forensic expert to examine the 
evidence. (The lawyer was later 
disbarred for unethical practices 
in other cases.) 

As Williams' execution date 
approached, however, lawyers 
from across the country took 
interest in his situation, and under 
their experienced scrutiny, the 
prosecution's case disintegrated. 
First there was the window the 
police claimed Williams escaped 
out of. It was high off the ground 
and small — l-foot-8-inches by 11 
inches. Yet there were no palm 
or fingerprints on the window; 
to jump through without leaving 
either, Williams would have to be 
a trained gymnast. Neither were 
there footprints in the bathroom 
or outside the window. Then there 
was the blood. The victim was 
stabbed eight times, splattering 
blood all over the bathroom walls, 
but no blood was found on Wil-
liams' hands or clothing. 

Prejean breaks up her narra-
tive of Williams' legal battle with 
intimate vignettes of life on death 
row: Williams' last meeting with 
his family, his defense lawyer's 
final call, and the ice cream 
Prejean shares with Williams and 
the prison guards right before the 
execution. We feel the strength 
of Prejean's compassion in these 
scenes, as we do in her warm, 
well-crafted prose. 

Although The Death of In-
nocents is polemical in nature 
— the author's stated intent is the 
abolishment of the death penalty 
in America — it never feels pushy 
or shrill. Prejean's Christian com-
passion extends to everyone she 
meets, including her opponents: it 
is hard to imagine Michael Moore 
praying for George W. Bush the 
way Prejean prays for Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia, an 
inveterate death penalty advocate 
and the man whose vote helped 
send Joseph O'Dell, the other man 
Prejean profiles, to his death. 

Hie judicial system Prejean 
portrays is corrupted by racial, 
socioeconomic and regional bias; 
hidebound to arcane and arbitrary 
procedures; and insensitive to ba-
sic principles of justice. In addition 
to the flimsy evidence, there was 
clear prosecutorial misconduct in 
the trial. But because Williams' 
inexperienced lawyer did not raise 
the proper sorts of objections dur-
ing the trial, even if he had filed 
an appeal, only scanty grounds 
existed. Williams'mother is right: 
"Dobie was convicted the night 
the officers picked him up." 

Since the Supreme Court 
reinstated the death penalty in 
1976, for every eight persons 
executed, one wrongfully-con-
victed person has been re-
leased from death row — 115 
innocent men and 2 innocent 
women. How many more, like 
Williams and O'Dell, died be-
fore they had a similar chance 
for release, Prejean asks. As 
Prejean argues, people of good 
faith may disagree about the 
morality of capital punishment, 
but everyone should shudder 
at the prospect of an innocent 
person getting caught in the 
machinery of death. Prejean 
says she hopes her account of 
two such manglings incites her 
readers to engage in the "soul-
sized" work of social justice. As 
this book shows, there is a lot 
of work to do. 

ADAPTATION 

Literature and film merge in 
new 'Short Cuts' boxed set 
Julia Bursten 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Some stories do not lend them-
selves to cinema. Some films do not 
make good novels. However, in Short 
Cuts, the two oft-warring artistic me-
dia form a great and powerful opus 
that will take much longer than the 
film's three-hour, three-minute run-
ning time to fully appreciate. 

I M t • I ? t K f I « J I i * !( * Ml 

' shor t cuts ' 

on DVD 
Film: • • * • 

(out of five) 
Extra Features: • * • * 

(out of five) 

Writers constantly attempt to 
imitate Raymond Carver's style. His 
words are meticulously chosen, and 
half the fun of reading his works is 
simply letting the syllables flow off 
your tongue. Robert Frost could learn a 
thing ortwo from die poetry ofCarver's 
narrative prose. Carver's stories are 
universal and eternal, and characters 

CHORUS 
From page 11 

of music? Don't get me wrong, 
Whoopi Goldberg and Lauryn 
Hill are fabulous, but let's face it: 
A story that involves taming "bad 
kids" by forming them into a rad, 
singin' choir is not exactly A-list 
material. I have trouble taking 
films that lack intricate, intellectual 
plots seriously. With Les Choristes, 
I had to move beyond this desire 
for complexity and enjoy the film 
for its music, its cinematography, 
its acting and its overall theme 
— compassion and hope. 

Les Choristes is 
sappy, in a good 
way. At the close 
of the film, I 
felt guilty that I 
rarely see such 
BRIGHT-EYED 
cinema. 

When Mathieu arrives at the 
school, the administration has no 
sympathy for the students, many 
of whom are orphans or children of 
jailed parents. The principal of Fond 
L'Etang, Rachin (The Transporters 
Franyois Berleand), is a harsh and 
bitter man, taking his frustrations 
with the quality of his own life out 
on everyone else. 

Then there is Chabert (Bloody 
Christmas's Kad Merad), a physical 
education teacher with a cynical, 
brooding demeanor. Mathieu finds 

from separate stories often reflect each 
other's actions and thoughts. Each 
of the stories in Short Cuts should 
be treated like a Godiva chocolate: 
thoroughly savored and reflected upon 
before another is taken up. 

This style of writing does not lend 
itself easily to a visual adaptation. 
It would be like trying to write the 
Mona Lisa as a novel — and no, that 
is not what Dan Brown did in The 
Da Vinci Code. It is, however, what 
Robert Altman had in mind when 
he began collaborating with Carver 
to create Short Cuts. Altman, the 
long-renowned director of MASH, 
The Player and Cookie's Fortune, 
among others, released Short Cuts 
in 1993. This holiday season, the 
Criterion Collection released a box 
set including the film, the Carver 
stories and a film enthusiast's wet 
dream of DVD extras. 

The film opens on a typical scene 
of early '90s Los Angeles. Helicopters 
infest the skies, spraying for Mediter-
ranean fruit flies and scaring the town's 
population back indoors. A series 
of choppy, unsettling opening shots 
introduces five of the ten stories in the 
accompanying Carver collection. 

As Altman continues to set the 
stage for Carver's characters, it be-
comes evident that he is connecting 
the stories in subtle and inspired ways, 
using the spontaneous nature of Los 
Angeles life as his main resource. 
The stories continue to interweave 
and develop at slightly differing rates, 
so that watching the film is akin to 
reading multiple similar stories si-
multaneously. The sensation is both 
spectacular and disquieting. 

After an evening of immobility 
in front of the TV watching such an 
exhibition unfold, viewers might want 
to take a break before returning to the 
nearly four-hour extras disc. But if and 
when they decide they have not yet 
had their fill, the extras add a signifi-
cant layer to the Short Cuts epic. 

it difficult to educate his pupils in 
the harsh manner that Rachin and 
Chabert encourage, and seeks to 
reach his students through sheer 
kindness. 

Unfor tunate ly , the s t uden t s 
are not particularly familiar with 
authority figures that treat them 
as human beings, and thus have 
difficulty responding to their new 
teacher. 

It is not until Mathieu walks in on 
the students singing a joking chant 
about him that he gets the idea to 
make them into a choir. This is when 
the film picks up speed, taking us 
through a slew of singing rehearsals 
and showing the students growing 
attachment to Mathieu. 

Jugnot masters his character 
with precision, being the physical 
prototype of a simple, high-spirited 
man. As the plot progresses, the 
entirety of the school's population 
takes on a happier demeanor as a 
result of Mathieu's presence, which 
is somewhat problematic because 
d i r ec to r C h r i s t o p h e Ba r r a t i e r 

Box 
& 
Box 

Custom Jewelers 

Unlike many DVD supplements, 
the extras in Short Cuts serve a clear 
and worthy purpose: to strengthen the 
connection between Altman and Carv-
er. Yes, there are a few deleted scenes 
and trailers, as well as an alternate take 
that features the best performance 
Lyle Lovett (The Player) gave the film. 
However, documentaries constitute 
the real meat of the extras. From To 
Write and Keep Kind, an hour-long PBS 
special on Carver's life and work; to a 
17-minute BBC brief; to Luck, Trust 
and Ketchup, a witty, low-budget, 
90-minute EDTV feature on the mak-
ing of the film, this disc makes it obvi-
ous that reading the book and watch-
ing the film are not nearly enough. A 
2004 interview with Altman and one 
of the film's many stars, Tim Robbins 
(The Shawshank Redemption), paral-
lels a 1983 audio interview with Carver 
to round out the disc. 

It becomes 
evident that 
[Altman] is 
connecting the 
stories in subtle 
and INSPIRED 
ways, using the 
spontaneous 
nature of Los 
Angeles life as his 
main resource. 

Overall, Short Cuts proves that 
while cinema is the new literature 
in American pop culture, the two can 
combine forces to provide a sensory 
overload of intellectual, provocative 
entertainment; provided, of course, 
audiences have unlimited free time 
to devote to it. 

(Les Tombales) does not actually 
show much interaction between 
Mathieu and the previously de-
spondent school administrators 
and students. 

Naturally, there is the token bad 
kid, Mondain (newcomer Gregory 
Gatignol), who seeks to corrupt the 
other students and make Mathieu's 
life difficult. But the relationships 
he forms with Pepinot (newcomer 
Maxence Perr in) , an adorable, 
6-year-old, and Morhange (new-
comer Jean-Baptiste Maunier) , 
who has a miraculous s inging 
voice and performs a cerf-volant 
solo that had me in tears, are more 
interesting. 

Ij>s Choristes is sappy, in a good 
way. At the close of the film. I felt 
guilty that I rarely see such bright-
eyed cinema. When I consider that 
the last two films I saw were Hotel 
Rwanda and Bad Education, I decided 
Les Choristes served as a nice break 
from routine. There's nothing wrong 
with getting sentimental every once 
in a while. 

FINE GEMS 
PRECIOUS METALS 

QUALITY TIME PIECES 
CUSTOM ORDERS ON REQUEST 

2414 RICE BOULEVARD 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77005 

(713)-266-7763 
Fax: (713) 266-7679 
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p Ten of 2004 
by Jonathan Schumann 

COURTESY WARNER INDEPENDENT PICTURES 

Ethan Hawke and Julie Delpy star a s lovers reunited in director Richard Linklater's Before Sunset. 

1. Before Sunset 
Authentic movie romances are so few. Th i s one, a sequel 

to the 1995 film Before Sunrise, reuni tes two s ta rs t ruck lovers 
played by Ethan Hawke and Julie Delpy. Director Richard 
Linklater follows the pair as they walk the s t ree t s of Paris 
and rediscover the love they shared . As Hawke falls for Delpy 
(again), so do we. She displays more char i sma and appeal 
than Julia Rober ts ever did. It is at m o m e n t s touching, heart-
breaking and funny, with one of the mos t beautiful end ings 
I have ever seen. 

2 . BGCI Education 
I'm a sucker for film noir. And I'm also a sucker for Pedro 

Almodovar. Bad Education is a seductive, bewildering, erotic 
romance. Like all of Almodovar s films, its beauty is st range, 
even perverse. Leads Gael Garcia Bernal and Fele Martinez 
deliver compelling performances . 

4. Maria Full of Grace 
A star is born with Catalina Sandino Moreno, the 23-year-old 

actress who car r ies Maria Full of Grace, an exceptional film 
about a young girl who becomes a d rug mule. Wri ter /director 
Joshua Marston succeeds in both humanizing the d r u g trade 
and, more importantly, giving us a thoughtful portrait of a girl 
who leaves everything she knows to start a new life. 

COURTESY FOX SEARCHLIGHT 

Uam Neeson plays the title role in Kinsey. 

3. Kinsey 
This exciting, timely film about 1950s sex researcher Alfred 

Kinsey is the biographical film at its best. While wri ter /direc-
tor Bill Condon relates Kinsey's s tory with historical and bio-
graphical accuracy, he does not let the facts bind and restrict 
the narrative. It helps that his cast is pitch-perfect. Liam Neeson 
d o e s h is best work yet in the title role, while taura Linney and 
Pe te r Sarsgaard steal scenes as his wife and research assistant, 
respectively. 

COURTESY FOCUS FEATURES 

Kate Winslet and Jim Carrey star as jilted lovers who fall back 
in love in Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. 

5. Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 
I think Charlie Kaufman may be the voice of our time. TTiis 

strikingly original tale of botched romance revels in its discon-
nectedness and eccentr ic humor. It also confronts something 
I think about all too often: What if you could erase a past rela-
tionship? Kate Winslet sh ines as the rainbow-haired object of 
funnyman Jim Carrey 's desire. 

0 

2004 was not a great year for film. Sure, we had the media-driven controversy about The Passion of the Christ and Fahrenheit 9/1 1 
and the wild box-office success of superhero action flicks like Spider-Man 2 and The Incredibles, but in general, films were as standard 
and underwhelming as ever. There were, of course, several indie, documentary and foreign titles that stood out. I am about to offer up 
my top ten of the year. 

As always, not every worthy title makes the list. Depending on the moment, Lars von Trier's bitter anti-American allegory Dogville would 
have been up there. As would have Michael Mann's searing noir thriller Collateral, Martin Scorsese's fantastic epic The Aviator, Clint 
Eastwood's slow and heartwrenching Million Dollar Baby, and the teenager-driven Mean Girls and Saved!, which are both smarter and 
funnier than those "adult" comedies. Here are the films I consider to be the best: 

6. Sideways 
Yes, it is as good as everyone says. This buddy comedy 

about two 40-something guys pe rus ing wine count ry for 
g rapes and girls is darker than anyone gives it credit . For 
every laugh-out-loud moment , t he re is a subtle comment on 
squandered potential, dashed ambition and lost hope. T h e 
ensemble is priceless, »vith Virginia Madsen ' s s h e e r luminos-
ity stealing our hear ts . 

7. A Very Long Engagement 
Grand, sweeping and most definitely epic, th is war t ime 

love s to ry is every th ing that I want in a big movie. It ha s 
spectacular visuals, a love that r e f u s e s to die and an exquis i te 
minia ture p e r f o r m a n c e f rom Jodie Foster . What s tar Audrey 
Tautou lacks in acting ability, she m a k e s up in likability. 

8. Tarnation 
Jona than Caouet te revolut ionizes the non-fiction film with 

th is f renet ic visual scrapbook about h is t roubled youth and 
dysfunct ional family. It p r e s e n t s s tunning , ca tha r t i c content 
in a g r o u n d b r e a k i n g form. Caouet te is a f i lmmaker of envi-
able potential — I can't be the only one dying to see what 
h e does next . 

Louis Garrel, Eva Mendes and Michael Pitt form friendships 
based on an obsession with cinema in The Dreamers. 

9. The Dreamers 
Director Be rna rdo Ber to lucci ' s The Dreamers is a sump-

tuous gift to all movie lovers. If you have ever apprecia ted 
the au t eu r s of the F rench New Wave or spent hour s losing 
yourself in a movie theater , then this film will make you 
swoon. It is a highly eroticized tale of t h r ee movie lovers 
whose mutual love for c inema t r a n s f o r m s into obsess ion 
and d isconnect ion f rom reality. 

COURTESY FINE LINE FEATURES 

Nicole Kidman stars as a grieving widow in Birth. 

10. Birth 
Beguiling, provocative and enchanting, director Jonathan 

Glazer's sophomore effort , after the stellar Cockney thriller 
Sexy Beast, is daring in a way no other film was this year. The 
story, about a woman who thinks h r r dead husband has been 
i eincarnated in the form of a 10-year-old boy, is problematic. 
Glazer's precise aesthetic vision, clearly inspired by Alfred 
Hitchcock and Stanley Kubrick, overcomes the thorny plot. 
As a woman slowly losing her grip on reality, Nicole Kidman 
again reminds why she is such a big deal. 
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Men's basketball hosts 
WAC-leading Miners 
First nationally televised home game since 1997 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRESHER STAFF 

On the heels of a three-game los-
ing streak, the men's basketball team 
returns to Autry Court this weekend 
to face Boise State University and the 
University of Texas-El Paso to begin 
the second half of Western Athletic 
Conference play 

'The difficulty in being 
on a losing streak is 
that you tend to doubt 
the things that you do 
... and you doubt your 
teammates, but we 're 
not in a situation where 
we should do ... that.' 

— Willis Wilson (Will Rice 482) 
Head men's basketball coach 

The Owls (10-7, 5-4 WAC) lost 
to San Jose State University 90-85 
on Saturday and 75-72 in overtime 
to the University of Hawaii Jan. 27. 
Coupled with a close Jan. 22 home 
loss to Nevada (14-7, 7-1), the losing 

streak is Rice's longest since the end 
of the 2001-'02 season. 

Last night the Owls faced Boise 
State (9-11, 3-6), the only team Rice 
has defeated on the road this year in 
seven games away from Autry Court, 
and tomorrow night at 9:05 p.m. the 
Owls will play UTEP, which is cur-
rently tied for First place in the WAC. 
ESPN2 will televise the game, which 
will be the men's basketball team's 
first nationally televised home game 
since Feb. 1997. The Owls have not 
won at home on national television, 
though, since March 1992 against 
UT, and UTEP handed the Owls 
their worst loss of the season Jan. 6, 
beating Rice 96-67. 

'TTlis is going to be a big week 
for us,"senior guard Jason McKrieth 
said. "Our lone road win in confer-
ence was against Boise, and we've 
just got to come in and get back at 
it with the fans back behind us. The 
UTEP game is going to bo a huge one 
too, just trying to redeem ourselves 
from our lackluster performance 
down there." 

Head coach Willis Wilson (Will 
Rice '82) said Rice needs to return to 
its winning form before his players 
start losing confidence. 

'"File difficulty in being on a los-
ing streak [is that) you tend to doubt 
the things that you do and you doubt 

See BASKETBALL page 18 

Golf opens spring season 
with Rice Intercollegiate 

by Salil Desai 
THRESHER STAKE 

After an inconsistent fall season, 
the golf team tecs of fits spring season 
Monday and Tuesday at the 15-team 
Rice Intercollegiate, held at Wildcat 
Golf Club in Houston. 

Memph i s , c u r r e n t l y r anked 
29th nationally, and UT-Arlington, 
ranked 36th, headline the field. 

last year, the team hosted the 
tournament at Blackhorse Golf Club 
in Cypress and finished 12th out of 14 
teams. Head coach I )ick Ellis said the 
Owls' experience at Wildcat, where 
they have practiced since he took 
over as golf coach for the 2003-'04 
season, should help the team have a 
better finish this year. 

"I believe there is a big advantage 
in playing on your home course," El-
lis said, " last year, when we held our 
tournament at Blackhorse, our team 
really did not have many chances to 
play that course." 

Nebraska, Army, DePaul, San 
Diego, U. Ia.-La., La.Tech, Sam Hous-
ton State, Stephen F. Austin, UT-San 

Antonio, UT-Pan American, North 
Texas and Texas State will join the 
Owls at the tournament, but Ellis said 
the team's home-course advantage 
will be mitigated by its opponents' 
Sunday practice rounds. 

"It still gets down to hitting the 
ball in the fairway, putting it on the 
green and making putts," Ellis said. 
"Every visiting team will have a prac-
tice round on Sunday, so all the other 
14 teams will be prepared when we 
tee it up on Monday." 

In the off-season, each player 
identified individual weaknesses in 
his game and focused his practice 
time on addressing those aspects of 
his game, senior Frank Buttacavoli 
said. According to Buttacavoli, the 
Owls' focus on fundamentals will 
help the team play more consistently 
after team scores ranged from 286 to 
313 in the fall. 

"We will find out very quickly I the 
successof individual practices | b(\:ausc 
what you do ordon't do in the off-season 
will manifest itself in the upcoming 
tournaments," Buttacavoli said. 

See GOLF, page 18 
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MARSHALL ROBIt 
Freshman Kimberley Patenaude serves as junior Blair DiSesa looks on in the Owls1 upset of then-52nd-ranked Mary-
land Saturday. The tandem lost their doubles match, but both players rebounded to win their singles matches on the 
way to Rice's 5-2 victory. The Owls host 23rd-ranked LSU tomorrow at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Owls look for second straight upset Sunday 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

On the strength of a convinc-
ing win against then-52nd-rankcd 
University of Maryland at Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium Saturday, 
the women's tennis team jumped 
from 67th to 53rd in the national 
rankings and looks to upset another 
ranked opponent when it hosts 
No. 23 Louisiana State University 
Sunday at 2 p.m. 

'We realized we came 
extremely close to 
beating a doubles team 
ranked in the top 20 
in the nation. I think 
that actually gave us 
confidence going into 
singles.' 

— Blair DiSesa 
Junior tennis player 

"We beat Maryland 5-2, but we 
all know that match could have been 
7-0," junior Blair DiSesa said. T o 
have that kind of victory over a team 
ranked higher than us gives us a lot 

of confidence going into our LSU 
match on Sunday." 

In last year's dual match against 
the Tigers, I )iSesa was the only vic-
torious Owl, as LSU defeated Wee 6-1 
in Baton Rouge, la . But in addition 
to DiSesa and senior T rade Chong, 
who lost at the third singles position 
in last year's match, the Owl lineup 
Sunday will include five new players 
— three freshmen, a new junior and 
one junior college transfer. 

"last year, LSU was not a great 
match for us," DiSesa said. "It's actu-
ally a huge positive that there are only 
two people who were on the team last 
year still on the team this year. Wo 
have a totally fresh outlook, and that's 
going to be a huge advantage when 
we play them this weekend." 

The Owls lost their No. 1 player 
from last year's match against the 
Tigers, as Lau ren Archer transferred 
to Duke last summer, but DiSesa 
outplayed Archer the rest of last 
spring and has distinguished her-
self as the Owls' clear No. 1 ahead 
of freshman Kimberley Patenaude, 
Chong and freshman Dominique 
Karas. Head coach Roger White said 
the Tigers' roster makeup is similar 
to the Owls'. 

"They lost their No. 1 player, but 
they've added three freshmen that are 
playing really well," White said. "For 
us, though, Kimberley was ranked 
third in Canada and Dominique fin-
ished third at [the 2004under-181 Pol-

ish Nationals. Freshman to freshman, 
we match up really well — it should 
be a very exciting match." 

'[Freshman Kimberley 
Patenaude] wants to 
win really badly. ...If 
she does take a loss, 
she's going to come 
back when she gets a 
chance, and in this case 
it was 10 minutes later 
in singles.' 

— Roger White 
Head women's tennis coach 

In Saturday's match against Mary-
land, DiSesa and Fatenaude broke 
the Terrapins' 18th-ranked doubles 
team of Ramona But and Marianne 
Baker early in the match at the top 
doubles spot, but the Maryland pair 
responded to break DiSesa at 5-4. 
After each team held serve, DiSesa 
and Fatenaude had two break points 
at 6-all but could not convert. 

Meanwhile, with Maryland's Jen-
nifer Dent and Tamar Huppes up a 

See TENNIS, page 17 

W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Saturday 2 / 5 

Sunday 2 / 6 

Monday-Tuesday 2 /7 8 

Tuesday 2 / 8 

Thursday 2 / 1 0 

all day 
1 p.m. 
2 p.m. 

9:05 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

all day 

4 p.m. 
7:05 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

Men's and Women's Track and Field at Houston Indoor Classic (Yeoman Fieldhouse) 
Men's Tennis vs. Alabama (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
Baseball vs. Central Missouri State (Reckling Park) 
Northern teams listen longingly on KTRU while practicing indoors. 
Men's Basketball vs. UTEP (Autry Court) 

Women's Tennis vs. LSU 

Golf — Rice Intercollegiate (Wildcat Golf Club) 

Baseball vs. Sam Houston State (Reckling Park) 
Men's Basketball vs. Rockhurst (Autry Court) 

Men's Tennis vs. BYU (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 

HISTORY LESSON 
The men's basketball game against UTEP to-
morrow night will be televised on ESPN2. Rice 
last won at home on national television on 

M a r c h 5 , 1 9 9 2 

103-97 against UT, before 5,680. the Owls' 
largest home crowd ever 
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Owls maul Mavericks, 
look to roll against Tide 

by Matt McCabe 
IHRKSHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a disappointing loss to 
Nebraska that dropped the men's 
tennis team from 16th to 31st 
in the ITA rankings, the Owls 
responded with a dominant dual-
match victory over the University 
of Texas-Arlington, beating the 
Mavericks 5-1 at Jake HessTennis 
Stadium Sunday. 

'The next match is a 
really crucial one — 
Alabama beat us last 
year. Its going to be 
a really close match. 
...It's going to be a 
question of who plays 
the toughest.' 

— Ron Smarr 
Head men's tennis coach 

Rice hopes to maintain its mo-
mentum tomorrow, when the Owls 
take on the University of Alabama 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium at 
1 p.m. Afterplaying Alabama—one 
of just three teams to defeat the 
Owls last season — Rice will host 
BYU Thursday before goingon the 
road to take on Western Athletic 
Conference rivalTulsa Feb. 12 and 
Oklahoma State — another team 
that beat Rice in 2004 — Feb. 13. 

"The next match is a really 
crucial one — Alabama beat us 
last year," head coach Ron Smarr 
said. "It's going to be a really close 
match—the talent level is probably 
equal. It's going to be a question of 
who plays the toughest." 

With inclement weather loom-
ing last Sunday, the teams started 
the match early and played singles 
first. Five Owls won in straight 
sets, dropping only a combined 
eight games. 

"It was obvious that we played 
well," Smarr said. "We came out 
firing in at least five of the matches 
— we really played with intensity." 

Junior co-captains Robert 
Searle and Tony Haerle led the 
team at the top of the lineup, as 
Searle led Sandy Farquharson 6-2, 
3-1 at the first singles spot before 
Farquharson retired due to injury, 

and Haerle swept Felipe Acosta at 
the second position. 

Sophomore Ben Harknett con-
tinued his spring season success 
with a 6-1,6-0 victory over Alberto 
Agis at the third spot. Smarr said 
Harknett has improved this 
spring, especially after narrowly 
losing, 7-6,7-6, to defending NCAA 
singles champion Benjamin 
Becker of Baylor two weeks ago 
at the Rice/Met Indoors. 

"He really didn't have a good 
fall," Smarr said. "His practice 
attitude is a lot better — he's 
competing." 

Sophomore Jason Mok easily 
defeated Niels Buksik 6-1, 6-1, 
while freshman Hoony Shin made 
quickwork ofJoseyTrimmier, 60, 
6-2. Freshman Filip Zivojinovic's 
6-3,6-3 loss to UTA's Ian Vazquez 
was the Owls' only blemish on the 
match. Smarr said he thinks Zivoji-
novic, who joined the team for the 
spring semester, will improve as 
he becomes more accustomed to 
the dual-match format. 

"We never have put pressure 
on our players to win," Smarr said. 
"Filip has the tools — he's prob-
ably just putting more pressure on 
himself in the team environment. 
There's a difference playing in 
an individual tournament where 
when you lose, I only] you lose, 
[while] when you lose in a team 
match, you can cost the whole 
team losing." 

Hie Owls played much better 
against then-75th-ranked UTA 
than they did in losing to then-
unranked Nebraska the week 
before, but they were also aided 
by Haerle's return from the flu. 
Smarr said Haerle's presence was 
critical to the team's success. 

"He's on the verge of really 
doing well — I wouldn't say he's 
had any bad losses," Smarr said. 
"I still think he's one of the better 
guys in the country. I'd be really 
surprised if he doesn't have a 
great year." 

Haerle said he realizes his 
role has changed this year, after 
the team lost three of its top six 
players from last year, including 
the nation's top-ranked doubles 
team of Richard (Baker '04) and 
William (Lovett '04) Barker. 

"My goals are just to serve the 
team as best I can, both in singles 
in doubles," Haerle said. "As one 
of the captains of the team, I hope 
that I can be supportive of the 
other guys." 
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Spartans stop Lady Owl home win streak 
by Amber Obermeyer 

IHKESHKR EDITORIAL ST AH' 

The women's basketball team 
lost just its second Western Athletic 
Conference home game in the last 
four seasons Saturday, falling to fifth 
place after a 63-52 loss to San Jose 
State University (13-6, 6-3 WAC). 

Now Rice must return to the road, 
where the Lady Owls lost their first 
three WAC games before reassert-
ing themselves with wins against 
Fresno State (12-6, 4-5) and Nevada 
(5-14,1-8) two weeks ago. After play-
ing Boise State (2-7, 7-11) — which 
last week shocked the conference 
by becoming the first WAC team 
besides Rice to defeat three-time 
defending conference champion 
Louisiana Tech University (12-5,8-1) 
since both schools joined the WAC 
for the 2001-'02 season — last night, 
the Lady Owls take on the University 
of Texas-El Paso tomorrow night at 
8 p.m. After finishing fourth in the 
conference last year, UTEP (3-6,8-11) 
currently sits eighth, but Rice lost to 
the Miners in El Paso last season, one 
of just two conference losses for the 
Lady Owls last year. 

"I think everybody in the WAC is 
searching," head coach Cristy McK-
inney said. "Every team in the league 
except La. Tech — and even La. Tech 
after losing at Boise — is searching 
to be consistent, to be that team. If 
somebody can catch fire, they could 
do a lot of damage in this league." 

Rice (12-8, 5-4) had 28 turnovers 
in its loss to the Spartans, just the 
second San Jose State win in 14 meet-
ings between the two teams and the 
first in seven games at Autry Court. 
Despite shooting just 35.7 percent 
and committing 14 turnovers in the 
first half, the I^ady Owls trailed by 
only five at halftime after holding the 
Spartans to 34.3 percent shooting 
and limiting Amber Jackson, who 
entered the game leading the WAC 
with 16.4 points per game, to two 
first-half points. 

"I don't know what to say — we 
just never had our composure and 
never gained it," McKinney said. "I 
felt like at halftime we had a good 
chance to win the game if we could 
just settle down, but we never settled 
down, as evidenced by 14 turnovers 
in the first half and 14 turnovers the 
second half." 

Senior forward Annie Peck led 
all I^dy Owl scorers with 14 points, 
and sophomore center Lauren 
Neaves contributed a season-high 
15 rebounds, but the Rice guards 
combined for just 21 points, well 
short of their season average of 
31.2 points per game. 

"We really lack a solid leader . . 
on the perimeter," McKinney said. 
"When things get scattered, we need 
a guard to get the ball and settle us, 
but we don't have a guard doing that 
right now at all. We really need that 
from somebody on the perimeter." 

Peck said the team's intensity im-
proved Saturday from itsjan. 27 victory 
over Hawaii, in which the I .ady ()wls lot 
an 1 l-jx)int second-half lead slip away, 
allowing the Rainlx>w Wahine a chance 
to tie the game as time expired. 

"Our defense was good, we just 

ANNA VAIKOVICH/THRESHEH 

Junior guard Latrice Elder drives for a layup in Rice's game against San Jose State 
Saturday. The Lady Owls lost, 63-52, and look to rebound tomorrow at UTEP. 

turned the ball over," Peck said. 
"When we stole the ball and we were 
down, we wanted to score really 
quick. When you have time on the 
clock, you can't do that, but that's 
what we tried to do. We played a lot 
harder [against San Jose State | and it 
showed, but playing hard on defense 
led to us rushing on offense." 

'Every team in the 
[WAC]... is searching 
to be consistent, to be 
that team. If somebody 
can catch fire, they 
could do a lot of 
damage in this league.' 

— Cristy McKinney 
Head women's basketball coach 

In struggling to beat Hawaii at 
home for the second consecutive 
season, the I^ady Owls' used their 
26-17 turnover advantage to best the 
Rainbow Wahine 70-68 despite being 
outshot and outrebounded. Sopho-
more guard Krystal Frazier scored 
16 points and added a career-high 
6 assists in the win, but Rice, which 
has finished third in the WAC in team 
defense in each of the four previous 
seasons, allowed Hawaii to shoot 43.3 
percent from the field. 

"We let up on our defense, and we 
need to focus on being more intense," 5 
Frazier said. "For offense, you have to 
play good defense — you get a lot of 
open baskets, so it's always our goal 
to play good defense. We take pride 
in our defense." 

Despite seven rebounds each 
from Neaves and Peck, the Rainbow 
Wahine outrebounded the I^ady Owls 
by 10, the second highest margin of 
the season and highest since then-
24th-ranked Arizona outrebounded 
Rice by 20 Nov. 14. 

"There were stretches when we 
rebounded well, but we weren't i ' 
consistent on the boards — they 
just hit the boards harder," Neaves 
said. "There's no excuse forgetting 
outrebounded by that many — it's 
just hustle." 

Aslast weekend'supsetsshowed, 
the WAC is perhaps as strong as it 
has ever been in women's basket-
ball, ranking seventh among confer-
ences — and first among non-BCS 
ones — nationally in RPI. 

"[The WAC I is competitive 
— we have no idea who's going 
to win this thing," San Jose State 
head coach Janice Richard said f 
"At the halfway point in the WAC, 
it's usually decided — it's going to 
be Louisiana Tech. I don't think 
anybody's thinking that way now. 
Louisiana Tech is still a very good 
basketball club, but I think that we 
have some very good teams in tin f 
WAC, and I think that whoever wins 
it will probably have about four or 
five losses this year." 

Brown, Sid stay perfect in men's soccer 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRKSHKK EDITORIAL S T A I I 

Brown upset Jones 2-0 in men's 
soccer Saturday to improve to 2-0 
and remain in first place in the 
Premier Division. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

Brown had almost twice as many 
players as Jones, which advanced to 
the finals last year, and concludes its 
regular season with games against 
Baker (1-0) and last-place Martel 
(0-2). Will Rice (1-1) remained in 
playoff contention with a 5-0 rout 
of Martel Saturday and faces Baker 

tomorrow, while Jones (0-1) takes 
on Martel. 

Sid Richardson took control of 
the Champions Division Sunday, 
edging Wiess 1-0. Sid (2-0) now leads 
the league, ranking ahead of defend-
ing champion GSA (1-0). Hanszen 
(1-1) defeated last-place Lovett 2-1 to 
move ahead of Wiess (0-1). GSA and 
Wiess will be the favorites in their 
Sunday matches against Hanszen 
and l/)vett, respectively 

Women's Soccer 
No teams forfeited on the first 

weekend of women's soccer action 
— an improvement from last year 
— and two-time defending college 
and intramural champion Wiess 
began its season with an 8-4 win over 
Martel Saturday. In the Saturday 

l eague's second game, Brown upset 
(ISA, which made the playoffs last 
year, 2-1 on a late goal. Martel plays 
Will Rice tomorrow. 

In Sunday league action, defend-
ing finalist Sid beat Baker 3-0 and 
Hanszen edged Jones 1-0. Hans/en 0 
will attempt to remain unbeaten Sun-
day against Baker after I^ovett and 
Jones play in the first game. 

Coed Flag Football 
Rain postponed Gray league play 

Monday night, but Martel and Dwett 
won easily in the Blue D-ague Sunday 
Martel improved to 2-0 with a 31-0 win 
over Baker (0-2) and scored a total of 
77 points in its two games. Dwett.in its 
first gam< • of the s< -as< >n, torch* xl Brc >wn 
(0-2) 47-0. Martel plays Wiess (1-0), and 
I .ovett faces Baker Sunday. 

i* 

http://www.statravel.com
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Swimming bests Houston, 
TUIane; meets SMU today 

by Debbie Miller 
THRESHER STAFF 

After winning two meets in 
Louisiana last weekend, the swim 
team travels to the Dallas-Ft. Worth 
Metroplex this weekend to swim 
against eight-time Western Athletic 
Conference champion Southern 
Methodist University today and 
long-time rival Texas Christian 
University tomorrow. 

'To beat TCU, we have to figure 
out a way to step up and help our 
freshmen understand how impor-
tant this meet is to us traditionally," 
senior Adi Bichman said. "[TCU] 
beat LSU earlier this season, so 
they are ready to beat us in their 
home pool." 

At a double-dual meet in Baton 
Rouge, La. Friday, the Owls de-
feated crosstown rival UH for the 
third time this season, outscoring 
the Cougars 76-35, but fell to Loui-
siana State University 61-50. Rice 
won 7 of the meet's 11 swimming 
events, but LSU's wins in 4 races 
and both diving events — in which 
Rice does not compete — allowed 
the Tigers to edge the Owls. 

'To beat TCU, we have 
to figure out a way to 
step up and help our 
freshmen understand 
how important 
this meet is to us 
traditionally.' 

— Adi Bichman 
Senior swimmer 

Senior Urska Ros and freshman 
Brittany Massengale led the team 
at the double-dual meet, winning 
two individual events each. Ros 
began the meet by swimming the 
butterfly leg of the Owls' second-
place 400-yard medley relay, and 
her season-best time of 1 minute, 
52.06 seconds in the 200-yard free-
style edged second-place I-auren 
Harvey of LSU by 33 hundredths 
of a second. 

In her last race of the day, Ros 
won the 200 butterfly by more than 

TENNIS 
From page 15 

break on juniors Medeja Egic and 
Amy Cao at the third position, Chong 
and Karas broke the Terrapins twice 
in the match's last four games to give 
the Owls an 8-6 victory at the second 
doubles spot and the upper hand in 
the contest for the doubles point. 
But Maryland broke Patenaude 
to win 9-7 at No. 1, and Dent and 
Huppes won shortly thereafter at 
the third spot to give the Terrapins 
the doubles point and the match's 
momentum. 

DiSesa said she and Patenaude 
gained confidence from being 
ahead of and then barely losing to 
highly-ranked opponents. 

"We realized we came extremely 
close to beating a doubles team 
ranked in the top 20 in the nation," 
DiSesa said. "1 think that actually 
gave us confidence going into sin-
gles, because we both realized that 
we and the entire team are capable 
of having that same impact in the 
rest of the match." 

Patenaude rebounded immedi-
ately, winning six of the first seven 
games in her singles match against 
Baker and becoming the first player 
from either team to win a set. 

"She responded well — that's her 
character," White said "She wants to 
win, and she wants to win really badly. 
She brings a lot of determination and 
fight on the court. If she does take a 

two-and-a-half seconds, finishing 
in 2:03.42. 

Massengale continued to domi-
nate in the long-distance events. Her 
time of 10:06.03 in the 1,000-yard 
freestyle was more than 15 seconds 
better than the nearest competitor, 
and she won the 500 freestyle in 
4:59.30 while no one else swam the 
race in less than 5:05. 

In the meet's final event, Mas-
sengale teamed with senior Kiana 
Taheri, freshman Carey Hain and 
sophomore Andrea Hurn to win the 
400 freestyle relay in 3:31.30. 

Seniors Lauren Hill and Bichman 
swam season-best times and won 
their respective events. Hill took 
the 200 breaststroke in 2:17.55, and 
Bichman captured the 400 individual 
medley with a time of 4:25.96. 

"I don't think our times were that 
bad, but I do think we underestimated 
LSU's ability," junior Laura Healey 
said. "They just swam really well." 

The Owls rebounded Saturday 
with a win over future Conference-
USA rival Tulane University in New 
Orleans, 142-138. Rice won the meet's 
first 5 events and, in the end, 10 of 
the 14 swimming events. 

Hill starred for the Owls, win-
ning all three of her individual 
events. After helping Rice to vic-
tory in the 200 medley relay and 
swimming the 100 breaststroke in 
1:05.95, Hill won the 200-yard edi-
tion in 2:19.25, almost eight seconds 
faster than Bichman, who finished 
second. Hill also took first place in 
the meet's final individual event, the 
200-yard individual medley, swim-
ming the four strokes in 2:07.08. 

Massengale won the 500 free-
style for the second consecutive 
day and added a victory in the 
1,650 freestyle to again win two 
individual events. Bich man's second-
place finish gave Rice the top two 
spots in the almost-mile-long race. 

Ros won her second 200 free-
style race in two days, edg-
ing Tulane's Sarah Dicharry by 
24 hundredths of a second, and 
later in the meet, she captured the 
100 butterfly in 56.90. 

Senior Jane Keith and Healey 
also took home individual titles, 
winning the 100 backstroke and 
50 freestyle by 16 hundredths and two 
tenths of a second, respectively. 

The Owls improved their dual-
meet record to 4-5 after going 2-1 
on the weekend. 

loss, she's going to come back when 
she gets a chance, and in this case it 
was 10 minutes later in singles." 

Lgic won her match easily at 
the sixth position, beating Huppes 
6-2, 6-1 in her first Division I singles 
match, and Chong followed suit soon 
afterward with a 6-3, 6-3 win at the 
third spot. I )iSesa, who is ranked 89th 
nationally in singles, avenged her loss 
from doubles, defeating 40th-ranked 
But 6-4, 6-0 in a closer match than 
the score indicates and pulling the 
Owls within one team point of the 
dual-match victory. 

But freshman Christine Dao lost 
the first set of her match at the fifth 
position, and Baker beat Patenaude 7-
5 in the second set at the second spot. 
With Karas still in a marathon first-set 
tiebreaker — which she eventually-
won 13-11 — Patenaude broke Baker 
for the third time in the second set and 
later served out the victory. Karas later 
won her second set 6-2 for the final 5-2 
dual-match margin. DiSesa said the 
Owls hope to use1 the confidence they 
gained last weekend in Sunday's match 
against a more |X)tent LSI! team. 

"After seeing how we played this 
past weekend, the entire team real-
izes what we're capable of," DiSesa 
said. "We feel like this is a huge 
opportunity. We're the underdogs, 
so there's no pressure on us — that 
really frees us up to play our best." 

2005 NATIONAL SIGNING DAY 
The football and soccer teams announced the following recruits on Wednesday, the first day high school players 
can sign a national letter of intent. The football team signed 20 players, while the soccer team inked 6. 

Football 
Quarterback 
John Shepard 

Running Backs 
Christopher Douglas 
Trey Hopson 
Marcus Knox 
C.J. Ugokwe 

Wide Receivers 
Ahmad Sweeny 
John Welch 

Offensive Linemen 
Jose Barcenas 
Robby Hamilton 
James Miller 
Chris Ptaszek 
Preston Thompson 
Charles Wiebusch 

Defensive Linemen 
Victor Brooks 
Travis Mason 
Chance Talbert 

Linebacker 
Brian Raines 

Defensive Backs 
Jeramy Goodson 
Carl Taylor 

Tristan Thomas (RB-DB) 

Soccer 
Alexa Coralli 
Adriene Giese 
Ashley Lucas 
Christine Petric 
Kate Schaeffler 
Alison Wittig 

Height Weight 40 speed Hometown 
6'1" 180 4.5 El Dorado, Ark. 

Height Weight 40 speed Hometown 
5'9" 175 4.4 Ft. Worth 
5'9" 225 4.5 Pascagoula 
5'10" 190 4.4 Humble 
5'10" 200 4.5 Piano 

Height Weight 40 speed Hometown 
5'10" 160 4.4 Missouri City 
6'2" 183 4.5 Gautier, Miss. 

Height Weight 40 speed Hometown 
6'3" 285 5.1 Houston 
6'2" 260 5.0 Sugar Land 
6'4" 310 5.2 Richmond 
6'3" 295 5.1 Houston 
6'6" 260 5.1 El Paso 
6'2" 310 5.3 McAllen 

Height Weight 40 speed Hometown 
6'5" 250 4.9 Portland 

255 4.9 Oklahoma City, Okla. 
6'6" 250 4.9 Hurst 

Height Weight 40 speed Hometown 
5'ir 193 4.5 Missouri City 

Height Weight 40 speed Hometown 
5'8" 160 4.5 Houston 
6'2" 185 4.5 Dallas 
5'11" 185 4.6 Fayetteville, Ark. 

Position Height Hometown 
MF/D 5'8" Piano 
GK 5'6" Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. 
MF 5'4" Dallas 
MF 5'2' Colleyville 
F 5'9" Edgewater, Md. 
D 58" Poway, Calif. 
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$8.30 Value Meals 

#B1 Large l-topping 
pizza and three 
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#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713)523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
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t h a n $20. Delivery a r ea limited to e n s u r e safe delivery'. Deep Dish Extra 



BASKETBALL 
From page 15 

the decisions that you make and you 
doubt your teammates, but we're not 
in a situation where we should do any 
of that," Wilson said. "We have no 
reason to doubt—if you dissect what 
we've done in the last three basketball 
games, when we do what we do, we're 
awfully good, and when we get away 
from it, we tend to struggle." 

Sophomore point guard Lorenzo 
Williams returned to practice Mon-
day after missing both games on the 
Owls' last road trip due to a leg injury 
suffered in a collision in practice. 
McKrieth started at point guard in last 
weekend's games, and sophomore 
guard Jason Okrzesik saw increased 
playing time in Williams' absence, but 
he scored just three points in 24 total 
minutes against Hawaii (12-5,4-5) and 
San Jose State (6-12, 3-6). 

"Guys get accustomed to [Wil-
liams') style of running the team," 
Wilson said. "We count on him for 
defense, we count on him to ignite our 
breaks, we count on him to set other 
guys up, and then all of a sudden you 
thrust someone else into that role. 

Jason Okrzesik has stepped up and 
done a pretty nice job in Lorenzo's 
absence, but it would be nice to have 
Lorenzo's experience and confidence 
on the floor in those kinds of games, 
especially when you're on the road." 

In the losses to Hawaii and San 
Jose State, Rice led at halftime before 
allowing its opponents to come back 
in the second half. While Hawaii was 
aided by island officiating, Wilson 
said the Owls' lack of intensity proved 
its undoing against San Jose State. 

"It was a road trip where we should 
have had two wins, and we certainly 
played well enough against Hawaii," 
Wilson said. "I felt like we deserved to 
win — some things went against us at 
the end, but I don't have any complaints 
about our performance by any means. 
But [against San Jose State], we may 
have run out of gas in the second half or 
we might have just gotten a little com-
placent or a combination of both." 

With Williams out, sophomore for-
ward Morris Almond played additional 
minutes at guard, and he responded 
with one of the best games of his 

Drop out and become a ski bum. 
Well, at least lor a week. 

It's all here. Four incredible peaks. Four fantastic parks. 

Four awesome pipes.Throw in brilliant blue sky days, 

plenty of powder, and a happening, Victorian town 

and you've got one phenomenal Spring Break. Go to 

breckenridge.com/college right now for great deals 

that will make it especially tempting to head West. 

BRECKENRIDGE 
The perfect mountain town. 
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career against San Jose State, scoring 
14 points on 6-9 shooting while add-
ing four rebounds and seven assists 
without committing a turnover. 

"[Williams) isour engine,and unfor-
tunately he had to miss both games," 
Almond said. "Before the game I wasn't 
saying, 'I'm going to get seven assists' 
because I'm not a point guard, I'm a 
shooting guard. It just happens in the 
flow of the game, passing to [senior 
guard! Brock Gillespie, Jason McKrieth 
and of course [seniorforward] Michael 
Harris knocking down shots — that 
makes it easy." 

Pre-season WAC Player of the 
Year Harris averaged 24.5 points and 
14.5 rebounds in the two games, 
bringing his season averages to 20.3 
and 11.8, respectively. His rebound-
ing total ranks fourth nationally and 
is tied for first in the WAC. 

"Statistics don't matter," Harris 
said. "Right now points don't matter 
— the only thing that matters now 
is wins. If you can take away all my 
scoring and make us win those last 
three games, I'd do it." 

MEN'S TENNIS 

TEXAS-ARLINGTON 1 RICE 5 
Jan. 30,2005 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Double* 
Cancelled 

Singles 
1. Robert Searle (Rll) d. Sandy Farquharson (UTA) 
6-2, 3-1 (ret.) 
2. Tony Haerle (RU) d. Felipe Acosta (UTA) 6-0, 6 0 
3. Ben Harknett (RU) d. Alberto Agis (UTA) 6-1. 6 0 
4. Ian Vazquez (UTA) d. Filip Zivojinovic (RU) 6-3,6-3 
5. Jason Mok (RU) d. Niels Buksik (UTA) 6-1. 6-1 
6. Hoony Shin (RU) d. Josey Trimmier (UTA) 60. 6-2 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

MARYLAND 2 RICE 5 
Jan. 29, 2005 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Doubles 
1. Baker/But (UM) d. DiSesa/Patenaude (RU) 9-7 
2. Karas/Chong (RU) d. Mihneva/Subertova (UM) 8-6 
3. Huppes/Dent (UM) d. Cao/Egic (RU) 8-6 

Singles 
1. Blair DiSesa (RU) d. Ramona But (UM) 6-4, 6 0 
2. Kimberly Patenaude (RU) d. Marianne Baker (UM) 
6-1, 5-7,6-2 
3. Trade Chong (RU) d. Jennifer Dent (UM) &3, 6-3 
4. Dominique Karas (RU) d. Veronika Subertova (UM) 
7-6.6-2 
5. Neda f/ihneva (UM) d. Christine Dao (RU) 7-5, 6 4 
6. Medeja Egic (RU) d. Tarr.-ir Huppes (UM) 6-2. &1 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

SAN JOSE SI. 63 RICE 52 
Jan. 29. 2005 — Autry Court 

San Jose St. 
Rice 

28 35 — 63 
23 29 — 52 

San Jose St. (13-6. 6-3) 
Jackson 5-10 1-3 11. Augustine 919 2 4 20, Gemo 
3-6 13 7, McGlaston 5 10 15 11. Kellogg &13 1-2 
14. Harris 0-2 0-0 0. Uiagalelei 0-0 0-0 0. Reynolds 
0-1 0-0 0 

Totals: 27 61 617 63 

Rice (12-8, 5-4) 
Peck 7-15 OO 14. Neaves 4-7 1-4 9, Fulton 0-4 0-0 
0, Frazier 3-10 0-0 6, Elder 3-3 0-0 8. Singleton 1-3 
2-2 4, Riverin 1-4 OO 3. McCauley 0-1 0-0 0. Stovall 
0-3 OO 0. Berezhinska 4 5 0-0 8, Cunningham 0 0 0-0 
0, Loggins OO 0-2 0 
Totals: 23-55 3-8 52 
Three-point goals — San Jose St. 3-12 (Kellogg 3-11, 
Harris 0-1), Rice 3-10 (Fulton 0-2, Frazier 0-2, Elder 
2-2, Riverin 1-3. McCauley 0-1) 

Rebounds — San Jose St. 31 (Augustine 8). Rice 
44 (Neaves 15) 

Assists — San Jose St. 10 (McGlaston 4), Rice 14 
(Frazier 5) 

Attendance — 735 

HAWAII 68 RICE 70 
Jan. 27. 2005 — Autry Court 

Hawaii 
Rice 

30 38 — 68 
34 36 — 70 

Rica (12-7, 5-3) 
Peck 5-11 OO 10, Neaves 3-12 7-10 13. Fulton 3-13 
4-4 11, Frazier 8-15 OO 16. Elder 1-1 OO 3. Riverin 
2-4 1-1 5, McCauley 1-2 OO 3. Stovall 0 2 12 1, 
Berezhinska 1-2 2-2 4. Cunningham 1-4 2 2 4, Log 
gins 0 3 OO 0 
Total*: 25-69 17 21 70 

Three-point goals — Hawaii 3-12 (Abele 2-4. Sanders 
0-4, Macfarlane 1-1, Taylor 0-2, Nlshimoto Ol) , Rice 
312 (Fulton 1-5, Frazier O l , Elder 1-1, Riverin O l , 
McCauley 1-2, Cunningham 02) 

Rebounds — Hawaii 47 (Sanders 9), Rice 37 (Neaves, 
Peck 7) 

Assists — Hawaii 11 (foiaivao, Taylor 3), Rice 18 
(Frazier 6) 

Attendance — 233 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 85 SAN JOSE ST. 90 
Jan. 29, 2005 — Walt McPherson Court 
San Jose, Calif. 

Rice 
San Jose St. 

45 40 — 85 
36 54 — 90 

Rice (10-7, 5-4) 
Moore 1-5 2-3 4, Harris 1013 4 6 24, Britton 12 OO 
2. Gillespie 4-13 OO 11. McKrieth O i l 5-5 19, Har 
rison 413 1-2 9, Okrzesik OO 0-0 0. Almond &9 OO 
14, Killings 1-1 OO 2 
Total*: 33-67 12-16 85 

San Jose St. (6-12, 3-6) 
Elam 4 11 2-2 12, Chandler 14 23 2-2 33, Misko 5-7 
2-2 12. Watson 2-5 1-2 5, Bloom 3 6 OO 8, Guilbeaux 
1-4 1-2 3. McFadden 5 12 7 8 17 
Totals: 34-68 15 18 90 

Three-point goals — Rice 7-20 (Harris O l , Gillespie 
3-8, McKrieth 2 3, Harrison 0-4. Almond 2-4). San Jose 
St. 7-17 (Elam 2-4, Chandler 3-3, Watson 02, Bloom 
2 4. McFadden 04) 

Rebounds — Rice 39 (Harris 17), San Jose St. 32 
(Chandler 11) 

Assists — Rice 22 (Almond 7), San Jose St. (Elam 
10) 

Attendance — 1,136 

RICE 7 2 HAWAII 75 OT 
Jan. 27, 2005 — Stan Sheriff Center, Honolulu. Haw 

Rice 
Hawaii 

34 31 7 — 72 
30 35 1 0 — 7 5 

Rice ( 1 0 6 , 5-3) 
Gillespie 4-10 1-2 11, Moore 1-5 0-0 2, Harris 10-16 
5 6 25. McKrieth 7 11 4 6 20, Britton OO 2-2 2. Pack 
evicius 0-0 0-0 0. Harrison 2-7 OO 5, Okrzesik 1-2 1-1 
3, Almond 1-2 0-0 2, Killings 1-1 OO 2 
Totals: 27 54 13-17 72 

Hawaii (11-5. 3-5) 
Gibson 2 7 0-0 5, Sottos 3 1 1 1 2 8, Blackett 7 13 6-6 
20, Sensley 3-7 3-4 10, Botez 2-5 0-0 4, Gipson 1-5 
2-2 4, Peciukas OO 4-4 4. Nash 8 11 1-3 20 
Totals: 2059 17-21 75 

Three point goals — Rice 5-14 (Gillespie 26. Moore 
O l . McKrieth 2-3, Harrison 1-3, Okrzesik Ol ) , Hawaii 
6-20 (Gibson 1-3, Sottos 1-6, Biackett O l , Sensley 
1-3, Gipson O l , Nash 3-6) 

Rebounds — Rice 32 (Harris 12), Hawaii 30 (Sens 
ley 11) 

Assists — Rice 13 (McKrieth 4), Hawaii 18 (Sottos. 
Sensley 5) 

Attendance — 6,560 

SWIMMING 

R1CE TULANE DUAL MEET 
Jan. 29,2005 — Reily Student Center Recreation Center 
New Orleans, la. 

1. Rice 142 
2. Tulane 113 

LSU DOUBLE DUAL MEET 

Hawaii (8-7. 4-4) 
Abele 5-10OO 12. Sanders 7 15 4 5 18,Grice 4-6 4 5 
12. Toiaivao 6 14 13 13. Macfarlane 14 12 4. Taylor 
2-7 2-2 6, Nishimoto 0 2 OO 0. Spooner 12 1 1 3 
Totals: 26-60 1318 68 

GOLF 
From page 15 

Seniors Eddie Rowe and Matt 
Toohey join Buttacavoli as the 
leaders of a young team that has 
just one junior, Parker I>aBarge, 
in addition to f reshmen Addison 
Awe, Jeff Krakowiak, Heon Young 
Lee and Bobby Thomure. 

Buttacavoli and Krakowiak led 
Rice with scoring averages under 
75 in the fall, but Toohey was the 
only Owl to finish in the top 10 at 
any of Rice's four tournaments , ty-
ing for 10th at the Crown Classic in 
Lufkin, Texas Oct. 11-12 and tying 
for second at the Radrick Farms 
Intercollegiate in Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Sept. 11-12. 

After this week's tournament, 
the Roadrunner Intercol legia te 
Feb. 28-March 1 in San Antonio 
and the Ixiuisiana Classic March 
7-8 in I^afayette, I,a., the Owls will 
face their stiffest competition of 
the spring Mar. 18-20 at the Hall of 
Fame Invitational at Redstone Golf 
Club, site of the PGA Tour 's Shell 
Houston Open. No. 3 Oklahoma 
State, No. 10 UT and No. 11 TCU 

Jan. 28, 2005 — LSU Natatorium. Baton Rouge, la 

1. Rice 
2 Houston 

1. Louisiana State 
2. Rice 

will join the Owls at the Hall of 
Fame Invitational, and defending 
champion and 15th-ranked Arizona 
will return to Texas to defend its 
title from the inaugural event. After 
two more tournaments in Texas 
and one in Arkansas, the Owls 
will head to the Western Athletic 
Conference Championships May 
2-4 in Ruston, La. 

"Our expectations this spring 
are to play to our potential, win the 
WAC, and get to the NCAA tourna-
ment," Buttacavoli said. 

Despite the team's ninth-place 
finish among 10 teams at last year 's 
WAC tournament , Ellis said he 
thinks the Owls can unseat defend-
ing conference champion SMU to 
win the WAC title this spring. 

"Right now, I feel like we are 
the team to beat in the WAC," Ellis 
said. "Of course, we are currently 
undefeated and unscored upon in 
the spring. On a more serious note, 
I believe the top teams we need to 
beat at the WAC championship are 
UTEP, Tulsa and SMU." 

c 
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CALEJ4&AR 
MONDAY * WEDNESDAY 

FRIDAY 4 
My name Isn't Elmo, but you 
can tickle me anytime you 
want. 

James Joyce, a professor at 
the University of Michigan, 
presents the lecture "Ratifi-
ability Revisited: Is it rational 
to perform actions one knows 
one will rue?" at 4 p.m. in Room 
117 of the Humanities Building. 

Gangster's favorite children's 
book: Gat in the Hat foo! 

Jones College hosts a Gangsta's 
Paradise Party from 10 p.m. to 
2 a.m. in the Jones Commons. If 
that's not how you ride, fly high 
to the 356 gangsta style. 

SATURDAY 5 
This guy walks into a bar in 
Alabama and orders a mudslide. 
The bartender looks at him and 
says "You're not from round 
here, are ya?" The man replied, 
"No, I'm from Pennsylvania." 
The bartender then asked, "Well 
what's your occupation?" 

"I'm a taxidermist," said the 
man. The bartender, looking 
very bewildered, now asked, 
"What in the world Is a tax-e-
derm-ist?" The man looked at 
the bartender and said, "Well, I 
mount dead animals." The bar-
tender sighs, stands back and 
hollers to the whole bar, "It's 
OK, boys! He's one of us!" 

The men's tennis team takes 
on the University of Alabama 
at 1 p.m. in Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. 

This Is a bajllllon times better 
than Dance Dance Revolution. 

Cynthia Robinson Cupach 
hosts a North African Dance 
Workshop from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
the Hatjo Dance Studio. The 
workshop costs $5 for students, 
$10 for faculty and staff and 
$15 for others. For more infor-
mation, contact Rebecca Vails at 
rvalls@rice.edu. 

If a woman has to choose 
between catching a fly ball 
and saving an infant's life, she 
will choose to save the Infant's 
life without even considering If 
there are men on base. 

The Rice baseball team opens 
the season hosting Central Mis-
souri State University at 2 p.m. 
in Reckling Park. 

Vegetarians kill plants. At least 
animals can run away. 

The Veggie Club hosts its first 
meeting of 2005 at 6 p.m. in Bak-
er Commons. Delicious Indian 
food will be served. 

"This is the second most excit-
ing indoor sport, and the other 
one shouldn't have spectators." 
— Dick Vertleib 

The men's basketball team 
challenges the University of 
Texas-El Paso at 9:05 p.m. at 
Autry Court. 

Allen tree species! Ahhhhhh! 

Dr. Evan Siemann, a profes-
sor in the biology department, 
presents a seminar entitled, 
"Evolutionary and ecological in-
fluences on invasion by an alien 
tree species" at 4 p.m. in Room 
123 of the Anderson Biological 
Laboratories. All are welcome, 
but attend at your own risk. 

9 FRIDAY 

TUESDAY « 

SUNDAY 6 
Women's Tennis Match 

The women's tennis team faces 
Louisiana State University at 
2 p.m. in Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. 

Two men were walking down 
the street and they saw a dog 
licking itself. One man said, 
"Wow! I wish I could do that!" 
The other man replied, "You'd 
better pet it first." 

The International Programs 
Office hosts an information 
session entitled, "How to Teach 
Abroad" at 4 p.m. in the Miner 
Lounge of the Student Center. 

Bill Clinton was at a baseball 
game. Before the game began a 
secret service man arrived and 
whispered In his ear. President 
Clinton suddenly picked up 
Hillary and threw her out on the 
field. The secret service man 
came running up to him and 
said, "Mr. President, I think you 
misunderstood me; I said throw 
out the first pitch." 

The Rice baseball team battles 
Sam Houston State University at 
4 p.m. in Reckling Park. 

"If the NBA were on channel 
five and a bunch of frogs mak-
ing love were on channel four, 
I'd watch the frogs, even if they 
were coming in fuzzy." - Bobby 
Knight 

The men's basketball team 
faces Rockhurst University at 
7:05 p.m. at Autry Court. 

SOAR event 

Students Organized Against 
Rape hosts a discussion entitled, 
"How to Help a Sexual Assault 
Survivor: What Men Can Do" 
from noon to 1 p.m. in Room 
119 of the Humanities Building. 
Lunch will be provided. For 
more information, contact Emily 
Page at emilyp@rice.edu. 

International Programs Study 
Break 

The International Programs 
Office hosts a study break at 
8 p.m. in the Kelley Lounge of 
the Student Center. This is your 
chance to learn about all the 
exciting opportunities avail-
able to Rice undergraduates for 
exploring the vast world beyond 
our hedges. 
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THURSDAY 10 
A man and a woman are in an 
elevator. The woman says, "Can 
I smell your balls?" The man 
replies, "No way!" The woman 
then says, "Oh, then it must be 
your feet." 

The men's tennis team takes 
on Brigham Young University 
at 1 p.m. in Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. 

Sammy Jones is Bach! 

Samuel Jones, founding dean 
of the Shepherd School of 
Music, returns to celebrate his 
70th birthday with a concert 
to remember. The program 
begins at 8 p.m. in the Duncan 
Recital Hall and continues in the 
Edythe Bates Old Recital Hall, 
both in the Shepherd School of 
Music. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Uttman at (713) 3484933. 

Insults 107: What are you go-
ing to do for a face when the 
baboon wants Its ass back? 

Today is the last day to com-
plete late registration, add 
courses and drop courses 
without a fee. 

Insults 207: If I needed any 
crap from you I'd squeeze your 
head! 

The women's tennis team faces 
Texas Tech University at 3 p.m. 
in Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Music to your ears. 

The Shepherd School Sym-
phony Orchestra, conducted by 
Larry Rachleff, performs Ma-
chines, Iberia, and other works 
at 8 p.m. in the Stude Concert 
hall of the Shepherd School of 
Music. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor. Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 
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John Mallory 
Major: Physics 

Hometown: Cutler, OH 

One in four college women have survived 
rape or attempted rape since their 14th 

birthday. 

If a friend came to you for help would you 
know what to do? 

Nick Reiter 

Acti\ ities: Vice President & Social Chair. William 
and Man' Choir 

Senior Class Gift Chair 
Tour Guide, Office of Admissions 
Resident Assistant, Office of Res. Life 
Founding Member, Beta Theta Pi Fraternity 
Founding Member, "One in Four" 

Major: Public Policy 

Hometown: Bronxville, NY 

Activities: President and Recruitment Chair, Phi I 
Tau Fraternity 

Flanker, Men's Rugby 
Recruitment Chairmen, 1FC 
Orientation Assistant 
Founder and Selections Coordinator, 

"One in Four" 

\ m 

Will Carter 
Major: Business & Psychology 

Hometown: Oakton, VA 

Activities: Multi-State f inalist. Rhodes Scholarship 
Competition 

Member, Phi Beta Kappa 
Valedictorian, William & Mary Class o f ' 0 4 
Orientation Assistant 
Founder and Training Coordinator, 

"One in Four" 

Wed nesday 
February 9. 2005 

12:00 p.m. 
HUMANITIES, Room 111) 

Students lire m\ iled to participate in a unique sexual assault pre \en l ton 

program created h> men lor men Participants w i l l lca\e this program 

w i th a greater understanding ol sexual assault issues inc lud ing how to 

help stir\ 1 " " ! ^ T S T " " J 

Matt Roosevelt 

Sponsored In 

Major: Biology 

Hometown: Berkeley. CA 

Activ ities: Captain. Men's Gymnastics Team 
Member, Phi Beta kappa 
Member, Mortar Board 
Member. Omicron Delta Kappa 
Founder and President, "One in Four* 

STUDENTS ORGANIZED AGAINST RAPE 

mailto:rvalls@rice.edu
mailto:emilyp@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Assault on Family Values™ continues 
_ - * «• i 1 •! * £ k«r i l i rv nnf<- IOCt lC! / fTIAtYl / Q H n i P 1 

the evil liberals to subvert innocent children. 

Captain Planet 
in "Keep America Beautiful: Kill a Homeless Person" 

p l r t u j h o m e l e s s - p e o p l e flrc\ 

t o d a y ' s kvtost wIdtsyrtnd 

-potlutuow -probU^vt! 

A\**d r c k v t c k v t b c r i 

telddos! "&athe 

every d a y or 

ijou. w i g h t be 

^wustateet* f o r a 

h o b b o a w d 

g e t gassed 

tool 

Tiny Tim 
in "The President Hates Poor People" 

M a y b e I'd care if you had v^ov^ey, 
bu± p r o b a b l y v^ot. / 

V>id I toteiA,ttoiA< I hate orippUs tool 

characters by the liberal anti-jesus/mom/apple pie/ 
, a new force has been gathered. Patriotic Americans 
popular cartoons characters that are being used by 

Strawberry Shortcake and Rainbow Brite 
in "Real Women Get Abortions" 

N o t h i n g s a y s f a l c a t e 

e w p o w e m c e v ^ t l itee 

a b o r t i o n ! j -

Av^d what's a vu,ort 

e f f e c t i v e b i r t h 

c o n t r o l n c e t h o d ? 

w 

' t i l 

The Teletubbies 
in "Jesus Doesn't Really Love You 

f C h r i s t i a n i t y I s l l f e e 

/ t h e H - i v v i m s . 

It n d t u c r f l t l y 

- p r o p a g a t e s 

a n d w i l l 

s u r v i v e 

bender a n y 

c o n d i t i o n s ! 

P r a i s e the^ 

K a b b a l a h i l 

Tired of your 
roommate yet? 
Of course you aren't. You just 
need some time to "reconnect" 
after that time you walked in on 
him and his girlfriend and said, 
"I'm here for the gang bang." 
Everyone knows humor is the 
best medicine, so consider 
easing the situation with our 
favorite roommate activities. 

1. When your roommate goes 
out of town for a weekend, 
invite your significant other 
over and have sex repeatedly 
on her bed. Be sure to leave 
the mattress on the floor, 
surrounded by condom wrap-
pers. She'll be rolling on the 
floor when she sees how you 
pulled one over on her! 

2. Ifyour roommate manages 
to sexile you at some point, be 
sure to add some humor to the 
situation by reading from the 
Book of Virtues loudly outside 
the door. If he protests, yell 
loudly, "Fornication is a sin, 
young man!" 

3. Everyone's done the girly 
song lyrics in the profile gag. 
Your roommate will appreci-
ate your originality when you 
tell off his girlfriend in a 2 0 0 
word treatise. Make sure to 
mention how ugly she is. 

4 . It's always a good idea 
to bring other people into 
the fun. Answer your phone 
with, "Naughty college girl 
e scort serv ice ." If it's your 
roommate's parents, pretend 
to be embarassed and say 
"Oh, she's at the gynecolo-
gist. I think she's sick or 
something." 

n 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HELP WANTED 

TEACHING ASSISTANT and substi-
tute positions are available for persons 
who are interested in working with 
children in a professionally stimu-
lating and challenging Montessori 
envi ronment . In teres ted par t ies 
should contact Ms. Georgette Vela at 
(713) 520-1336 to interview. 

CONSULTING FIRM seeks civil/ 
mechanical engineering majors for 
part-time internship positions. Call 
Jennifer at (281) 829-6598. 

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT op-
portunity. Sales assistant needed. 
Flexible daytime schedule, work up 
to 20 hours per week, $10 per hour. 
Must be fluent in standard English. 
Office located near 1-10 West and 610 
Loop. www.campbellisi.com. Call for 
telephone interview, Trent Campbell: 
(713) 681-6147. 

WANTED: NEW WEBMASTER for 
smellthecoffee.com. Hourly pay and 
possible equity in the site to the right 
person. Call Craig: 713-320-5164 or 
e-mail craig@tejas.tv. 

WILLY'S PUB 
Est. 1 9 7 5 

Happenings a t t h e PUB 
Cor the week of 1/7/OS 

Monday a/7 

Tuesday Z/8 

Wednesday 2/9 

Thursday 2/10 

Friday 2/11 

Martel Mondays (starting <g> 9:30) 
w / Trey Smith & Will Wood 

Salsa Class w/RSDS 7-9:30pm 

Autry Army Post-Game 

Swing Class w/ RSDS 7-9USpm 

Trivia Competition lO-l lpm 
$20 Willy Bucks to the winners! 

RPC CRUSH Party at the Pub 
Do you have a crush? Couples Specials! 

Brown Pub Nite 
Bring your BICE ID to get in!! 

Congrats to the 1/36 Trivia Winners • J-Way Tie 
Sid 7th Hotties: Sean, Matt, Jordan 

KJFACT: Samir, Will (repeat champion) 
Team Lifted: Matt, Nick, Peter, Daniel 

AFTER SCHOOL care for two teenage 
girls. Must have a car for driving t.o 
various sport activities and appoint-
ments. Please call Heather Kopecky at 
(713) 816-2997 or (713) 704-6790. 

MEDICAL SECRETARY part-time 
for extraordinary medical office in 
Memorial Park. Power Point essential. 
Fax resume: (713) 660-8595. 

BELLAIRE MEDICAL Company has 
part-time secretarial position avail-
able noon - 6 p.m., Mon. - Fri., $8 
per hour. Apply in person noon - 2 
p.m. Mon. - T h u r s . 45454 Bissonnet, 
-Suite 295. 

THE CENTERPOINT Energy Well-
ness Center is looking for outgoing 
students majoring in Kinesiology or 
related fields for a part-time position 
at the corporate fitness center. Please 
fax resume to (713) 207-0080 or call 
(713) 207-8800. 

TUTOR IN MATH and science with 
educational flair to meet weekly with 
a sixth grader to enhance his under-
standing. Family is from Switzerland 
and lives in West University Place. 
(713) 662-2588. 

HOUSING 

RENTERS' PARADISE, furn i shed 
private room, all bills paid, cable, 
W/D, nice house. $385 month. 10501 
Greenwillow, 77035. (281) 587-6911. 

MEDICAL CENTER/Montrose Area. 
2-1, w/d area, central air, hardwoods, 
new appliances, pets OK, 2406 Yoakum 
Blvd., $950 per month plus deposit. 
(713) 825-8130. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Bike to Rice. 
One-bedroom a p a r t m e n t at 1301 
Richmond. Hardwood floors, central 
air /heat , off-street parking, on-site 
laundry. $545 with lease and deposit. 
Andover (713) 524-3344. 

RICE U. AREA: 1-and 2-bedroom gated 
garden apartments. Totally remodeled. 
Courtyard pool. Covered parking. 
Manicured grounds. $650 - $850. Also 
Available: 3-bedrooms, 4 full baths, 
ready for move-in. 2-car garage and 2 
carports. Roommates welcome! Agent: 
(713) 341-1658. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Bike to Rice. 
One-bedroom apa r tmen t at 4001 
Greeley. Hardwood floors, great closet 
space, window unit air, on-site laundry. 
$525 with lease and deposit. Andover: 
(713) 524-3344. 

GREAT RENTAL for family! 4 bed/2.5 
bath, home convenient to Downtown, 
UH, Rice, MFTRORail and Medical 
Center. Huge rooms, many custom 
features! $2,500 per month. Call Helen 
Michael: (713) 840-5018. 

CONDO FOR RENT. Small 1-bed/l-
bath ground floor, Richmond at Gre-
enway Plaza. Own Washer and Dryer, 
beautiful remodeled custom ceramic 
tile bath and kitchen, l^arge closets, 
low electric, $565 per month. (713) 
557-0973. 

HOUSE FOR RENT. 1521 Bonnie Brae, 
half-mile from campus by Mandell 
and Richmond. 3-bedroom, 2-bath, 
loft, large backyard and across from 
park. $2,100 per month. Call Billy at 
(281) 687-7809. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE BECKMAN SCHOIARS Program 
provides support for undergraduate 
research for two students with Beck-
man faculty mentors in the areas of 
chemistry, b iochemis t ry and cell 
biology, bioengineering, or chemical 
engineering (see http://natsci. rice, edu/ 
beckman.cfm?doc_id"5713 for faculty 
list). Research is performed during 
two full-time summer sessions and part-
time for the intervening academic year, 
and attendance at the annual Beckman 
Symposium will be funded along with 
support for related travel and supplies. 
For application requirements, see the 
Natural Sciences Beckman Scholar 
Web site at http://natsci.rice.edu/beck-
man.cfm?doc_id=5313. Applications 
can be sent to Dr. Kristen Kulinowski, 
campus mail MS-60. The application 
submission deadline is Feb. 15, 2(X)5. 

EGG DONOR needed. Help us grow 
our family. Healthy, non-smoker fe-
males, ages 19 - 25. Earn $4,(XX) plus 
expenses. Call Laura: (281) 265-6054 
after 6 p.m. 

$5,(XX) PAID. I-oving couple seeking 
special egg donor to help build our 
family: SAT>1200, blonde or brown 
hair, type O or A blood. Contact: 
Specialeggdonor@yahoo.com 

400 WAIT SUBWC)OFER amp for sale. 
Mint condition and includes wires. $50or 
best offer. E-mail rob.paek@gmail.com. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $30 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston. TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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