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Faculty consider 
governance plan 

by Jenny Rees 
IHRKSHKR ED1TOR1A1. STAFF 

If a proposal introduced at the 
faculty meeting Wednesday is passed, 
faculty governance may change from 
direct to representative. 

Faculty Council proposed a plan 
to change from the current system, 
in which the full faculty votes on 
every decision, to a representative 30-
m e m b e r faculty senate, after hearing 
from a task force formed to examine 
faculty governance. 

The faculty will vote on the plan 
Tuesday and again Feb. 28. 

The task force was formed in May 
to address problems in the current 
system of faculty governance, which 
has been in place since 1971. 

Speaker of the Faculty Lynne 
Huffer, a French professor, said the 
current system does not adequately 

represent the will of the faculty. 
" M o s t facu l ty do not a t t e n d 

meet ings of the full faculty, and a lot 
of faculty don't really have a good 
sense of what 's going on in Faculty 
Council," Huffer said. "Sometimes 
decisions are made that are incon-
sistent or contradictory and not well 
informed." 

Faculty Council is an elected group 
of faculty members who advise the 
president on policy matters affecting 
the faculty. Changes in curriculum 
and degree requirements must be ap-
proved by Faculty Council before they 
arc brought before the full faculty 

Huffer said other problems with 
the cur ren t sys tem are a lack of 
continuity in leadership, since the 
speaker of the faculty changes yearly, 
and an unwillingness among faculty 
m e m b e r s to participate in faculty gov-

See FACULTY, page 6 
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Working for the Man 
A student gets information from the United States State Department at Tuesday's Rice Collegiate Job Fair in the 
Grand Hall of the Student Center. More than 40 companies were on hand to recruit, and more than 20 organiza-
tions recruited at the Summer Opportunities Fair later Tuesday. 

Stolen funds case sent to DA 
by Jenny Rees 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e case involving more than 
$5,(XK) in missing funds from the 
Thresher was submi t ted to the 
Harris County District Attorney's 
office early this month. 

T h e Rice Univers i ty Pol ice 
D e p a r t m e n t in terviewed a sus-
p e c t in D e c e m b e r , a n d t h e 
universi ty dec ided to submit the 
case to the distr ict a t torney af ter 
the individual, a s tudent , did not 
respond to f u r t h e r a t t empts at 
being contacted, RUPI) Chief Bill 
Taylor said. 

"Rice wanted to deal with it 
through university channels, but 
the individual failed to do what 
they could within the institutional 
framework," Taylor said. 

T h e decision to submit the case 
to the district attorney was made 
jointly by the President 's Office, 
the Student Affairs Office and the 
Office of Finance and Administra-
tion, Taylor said. 

A s s i s t a n t Dean of S t u d e n t 
Judicial P rog rams Don Ostdiek 
declined to comment on whether 

there is a case in Student Judicial 
Programs related to the missing 
funds but said he received a police 
report on the case. 

T h e m i s s i n g f u n d s w e r e 
d i s c o v e r e d in late N o v e m b e r , 
when Student Media Adviser Jen 
Cooper (Will Rice '90) noticed 
a se r i e s of unexpla ined c h a r g e s 
f rom the Threshers credi t ca rd 
m e r c h a n t a c c o u n t d u r i n g a 
rout ine audit . A total of seven 
credi ts w e r e made to a single card 
be tween early August and late 
October , totaling $5,288. 

The TTirfs/ jfrcarriesinsurance 
against employee dishonesty by 
the bus iness manager, and a claim 
has been fded for that insurance, 
University Risk Manager Renee 
Block said. 

T h e policy, which is paid for 
by the universi ty, covers only 
the bus iness manager position, 
Block said. 

"It's really to protect you in the 
event that an individual who's in 
charge of handling funds decides 
to take them," Block said. 

F o r m e r Thresher B u s i n e s s 
Manager Polly D'Avignon, who 

held the position when the credits 
were made, could not be reached 
for comment . 

D'Avignon, who was a Jones 
College senior in the fall, is not 
current ly enrolled at Rice. 

Taylor said RUPD is cur ren t ly 
g a t h e r i n g add i t iona l e v i d e n c e 
with a s u b p o e n a p rov ided by 
the district a t torney ' s office. T h e 
district a t torney ha s not yet taken 
action in the case. 

"The case isn't closed," Taylor 
said. "We're in the process of get-
ting additional information from a 
financial institution." 

Taylor said he is unsure when 
the case will be closed. 

"You can ' t fo rce the bank ," 
Taylor said. "We're somewhat at 
their mercy." 

T h e Thresher's i n s u r a n c e 
policy, provided by Fidelity and 
Deposi t Co., of Mary land , cov-
e r s the organizat ion for up to 
$9,000 and ha s no deduc t ib le , 
Block said. Block said no claim 
has been filed u n d e r the policy 
du r ing h e r t ime at Rice, about 
10 yea r s 

See THRESHER, page 4 

RPC searching for 
Rondelet alternative 

by Jen Evans 
THRESHER STAFF 

At the Rice P rog ram Council 
m e e t i n g Tuesday , m e m b e r s dis-
c u s s e d a var ie ty of o p t i o n s fo r 
modify ing or replac ing Rondelet , 
t he formal dance RPC tradition-
ally h o l d s d u r i n g t h e w e e k of 
Beer-Bike. 

RPC Pres ident Ginny Stuckey 
said d e c r e a s i n g Rondele t a t ten-
dance n u m b e r s o v e r t h e past several 
years convinced the g roup that the 
dance should be reevaluated. In 
2004, 300 s tuden t s a t tended Ron-
delet, a d rop f rom 485 in 2003 and 
500 in 2002. 

"RPC has an obligation to spend 
the money in our budget in a way 
that is pleasing to most people," 
Stuckey, a Sid Richardson College 
junior, said. 

RPC lost about $2,000 on this 
year ' s Fsperanza . held Nov. 6 at the 
Westin Galleria. 

Ideas discussed at the meeting 
include holding Rondelet at Dave and 
Buster's, a bar and arcade; renting a 

downtown dance club for the event; 
renting a space at the Houston live-
stock Show and Rodeo; or holding a 
semi-formal dance at Hermann Park 
or on the bike track where Beer-Bike 
is held. 

At the meeting, Assistant Director 
of Student Activities Holly Williams, 
who advises RPC, said the Student 
Activities Office will not approve 
RPC's hosting any off-campus event 
where alcohol is served. 

"Alcohol is not allowed at off-
c a m p u s even t s that a re sponsored 
by the Rice P rog ram Council due 
to liability i ssues ," Will iams said 
later. "Alcohol is allowed in small 
q u a n t i t i e s at o n - c a m p u s e v e n t s 
hos ted by RPC. However , s ince 
RPC is a blanket-tax organization, 
the focus of any event sponsored 
by the organizat ion should never 
be on alcohol." 

Stuckey said she was not aware be-
fore Tuesday that Student Activities 
had a role in approving RPC events 
otherthan approving RPC's contracts 
with outside organizations. 

See RONDFLFT. page 5 

H&D, Will Rice offer Tuesday 
lunch discount to OC students Your last chance 

INSIDE 

by Katricia Lang 
THRESHER STAFF 

With the launch of a discount lunch program 
for off-campus students, 12 off-campus Will Rice 
College s tudents bought lunch at less than half 
the usual price Tuesday. 

Under the new program, subsidized by 
Housing and Dining, s tudents pay $3 in tetra 
points instead of the usual $(>.22 for lunch 
each Tuesday. The discount is only available 
to off-campus Will Rice s tudents in the Will 
Rice kitchen. 

The subsidized lunch plan should last until 
the end of the semester . Will Rice President 
CW McCullagh said. H&D will reevaluate the 
plan at the end of the semester . 

McCullagh, who approached H&D with 
the proposal, said he hopes the plan will en-
courage off-campus college m e m b e r s to stay 
involved. 

"We noticed that our off-campus population 
is quite cyclical — it comes and goes," McCul-
lagh, a senior, said. "We have a lot of juniors 

living off campus, and we really wanted to make 
sure that when it comes time for room draw, 
they decide to move back on." 

I*he college tried two different plans last 
semes te r with the same goal in mind, first 
appropriating about $500 of college funds to 
subsidize the hill cost of Tuesday lunches for 
off-campus students. When the budget ran 
out after two successful trial lunches, each 
at tended by about 40 off-campus students , 
the college began a "sandwich bar" program, 
using about $H0 per week in college funds to 
purchase sandwich materials such as bread, 
meats and cheese. 

The sandwich bar drew about 25 s tudents 
each Tuesday and lasted two months . 

The new d i s c o u n t e d l u n c h p r o g r a m 
s t a r t ed Tuesday . H&D h a s s t ipulated that 
s t u d e n t s who take advan tage of the new 
discount can only go t h rough the ho t - se rv ice 
food line once and cannot take food f rom 
the salad and sandwich bar. 

R e s i d e n t i a l D i n i n g M a n a g e r 
See LUNCH, page 6 

Today is the last day to add a course for 
free, the last day to add a course without the 
instructor 's permission and the last day to 
use your A d d / D r o p PIN. The final deadline 
was lovingly extended from last Friday by 
the Registrar 's Office. 

Waiting for Vizzini 
Pres iden t David Leeb ron will hold 

an office hour f rom 3 to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
in his office on the four th floor of the 
Allen Center . Just r e m e m b e r to never 
go in against a Philadelphian when death 
is on the line. 

OPINION Page 3 
"Rice of the North" spurs controversy 

A&E Page 9 
Indie band sets town on Fire 

SPORTS Page 1 1 
5.2 million reasons to play baseball at Rice 

Sign a petition 
Petitions to run for office in the Student 

Association General Elections are due by 
1 p.m. Feb. 4. 

Al l c a n d i d a t e s m u s t o b t a i n 
25 s ignatures and turn a petition in outside 
the SA office on the second floor of the Ley 
Student Center. So make like Wiess and 
choose your position. 

Quote of the Week 

"My senior year, I shoved a plate full of 
whipped cream in his face, yet I also talked to 
him about important issues at Rice." 
— Jamie Kerr (Wiess 00) about Chemistry 
Professor and Brown College Master John 
Hutchinson, who will no longer serve as 
interim vice president for Student Affairs. See 
story, page 5. 

Scoreboard 

Men's Basketball 
Nevada 62. Rice 59 
Fresno State 68. Rice 83 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Chance of showers, 50-61 degrees 
Saturday 
Occasional showers. 53-67 degrees 
Sunday 
Thunderstorms, 54-70 degrees 
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Rondelet raises questions 
about blanket-tax rules 
The most important issue raised at Tuesday's Rice Program 

Council meeting was not the future of Rondelet, but a Student 
Activities policy prohibiting alcohol at off-campus events spon-
sored by RPC. (See story, page 1). 

As a blanket-tax organization, RPC cannot serve alcohol at 
off-campus events, Assistant Director of Student Activities Holly 
Williams said. We think this policy should be reviewed. 

Providing alcohol at an off-campus event would be far safer 
than not providing alcohol at all, which encourages students 
to drink on their own beforehand. If alcohol were provided 
by trained servers on site, as it is at public parties on campus, 
attendees would be less likely to "pregame" in a room or 
apartment. 

Alcohol at RPC events would also increase attendance, in 
turn increasing revenue. Rondelet attendance has dwindled 
in past years, while off-campus events sponsored by other 
student organizations that do serve alcohol, like Archi-Arts, 
100 Days and last year's inaugural E-Ball, have been well-at-
tended. If RPC could provide alcohol at off-campus events, 
the group could provide a safer environment for all students 
and simultaneously encourage upperclassmen to participate 
in university traditions. 

This year, however, Rondelet may not be held at all due to 
its decreasing popularity. We hope RPC will hold an alternate 
event, and we like the idea of an on-campus cocktail party on 
the bike track Thursday night during Willy Week. RPC could 
set up a tent, as the Baker Institute does for formal events, and 
hold a sunset event with live music. 

Campus-wide events struggle to maintain interest without 
alcohol, and if RPC cannot provide alcohol off campus, the best 
Rondelet replacement is an on-campus party. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

It's not free lunch, 
but it's close enough 

Nothing draws a crowd quite like free food. 
And while Tuesday lunches for off-campus students at 

Will Rice College are not free, they have been cheaper and 
therefore more inviting since Housing & Dining agreed to 
charge off-campus students $3 instead of the normal $6.22 on 
Tuesdays. (See story, page 1). 

We are glad H&D is recognizing colleges' efforts to keep off-
campus students involved and hope it will make the same offer 
to other colleges. The stipulation — that off-campus students 
can only go through the service line once and cannot use the 
salad or sandwich bar—seems petty and a little unfair, but the 
discount has so far succeeded in attracting more students on 
Tuesdays than on other days. We hope H&D will implement 
the once-a-week discount at the other colleges. 

New PIN deadline 
fits academic calendar 

The Registrar's Office came through again last week, 
extending the first Add/Drop PIN deadline from last 
Friday to today. 

The move was based on simple logic and makes life a lot 
easier for students and faculty alike. The original policy would 
have required students to obtain a second Add/Drop PIN to 
make registration changes after last Friday. Instead, the new 
PIN deadline coincides with today's deadline to add courses 
without a fee and without instructor permission. These two 
dates should agree, and we're glad the PIN deadline was 
extended. 

We hope the registrar will continue to make student-friendly 
choices when setting important dates. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

Many thinkers miss 
religion's meaning 
To the editor: 

I enjoyed reading Rex Hubbard's 
letter on respect ing religion in 
December ' s issue ("Religion not 
immune f rom liberal scrutiny," 
Dec. 3), including his quotations from 
H.L. Mencken and Nietzsche. 

Allow me to offer a quotation 
from Paul in reply: "And though 
1 have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and though 1 have all 
faith, so that 1 could move moun-
tains, but have not love, I am noth-
ing" (1 Corinthians 13:2). 

It is all too easy for philoso-
phers to misunderstand religion 
and forget how valuable religious 
experience and belief is for the 
human race. 

Hubbard asks, "Why should one 
respect worldviews replete with 
sheer nonsense and pernicious pre-
cepts?" I have not yet met a single 
person whose worldview did not 
contain many ideas that do not strike 
me and millions of other people as 
"sheer nonsense." 

And about "pernicious precepts": 
How many times must we repeat that 
the basic precepts of religion are not 
at all "pernicious," but are perhaps 
the deepest accounts of what it means 
to be most truly human, humane 
and loving? 

I will be the first to point out 
and mourn the evils caused by 
"hijacked" religions, but this en-
tails a belief that true religion has 
been responsible for countless of 
humanity's greatest, from Martin 
Luther King, Jr. to Ghandi to the 
quiet Good Samaritans and un-
known heroes of daily life. 

Religion can indeed seem like 
"nonsense" to philosophers, but 
only by missing its point entirely. 
Many brilliant religious thinkers 
have noted that it is impossible to 
understand the "truth" of a religion 
without first living into its message 
of love. 

As Paul said, the core of Chris-
tianity — and all religion — is love. 
You will not find this in theological 
debates, but only in religion's true 
manifestation: the simple, day-to-
day acts of faith, hope and love by 
religious people. 

Skye Schell 
Baker senior 

Not all the bald like 
SUVs or Dubya 
To the editor: 

On behalf of the follicular-chal-
lenged political action committee, 
or Fo-PAC, 1 would like to express 
my outrage at Shahecn Kavoussi's 
comparison of balding males such 
as myself to Republicans ("Dry your 
eyes, young men: Baldness is in," 
Jan. 21). True, some of us are can-
tankerous, malicious and egocentric 
oil executives, but to compare us 
to Dick Cheney and his ilk crosses 
the line. 

First, Cheney is not as intelligent 
as most people give him credit for. 
Halliburton chose him as CEO not 
for his ingenuity, but for his Middle 
Eastern connections he acquired dur-
ing his term as Secretary of Defense 
under President Ronald Reagan. It's 
sad when the ability to string words 
into coherent sentences stands out 
as a sign of intellect in comparison 
to the president. 

Secondly, Kavoussi neglects to 
mention truly intelligent and popular 
bald politicians, such as senators 
Pat "go fuck yourself' Leahy and 
Carl Levin. On our own campus, 
we should not neglect leading bald 
scientists, such as the venerable and 
jolly Rick Smalley. 

Finally, Kavoussi paints bald-
ness as a convenient alternative 
to time-consuming and expensive 
hair-care products. This could not 
be fur ther from the truth. Any bald-
ing male will admit the importance 
of homogeneous follicle density 
across our two-dimensional, not-so-

perfectly-differentiable manifolds. 
This means shaving at least twice 
a week. You're not a man until 
you've suffered a few cuts up there. 
But hey! At least we balding men 
will have a better understanding 
of what it's like for girls to shave 
their legs everyday. I don't think 
NBPs (non-bald people) can share 
that sentiment. 

But of course, my accusations are 
facetious, if you're going bald, you 
may as well put away the minoxidil 
and fenasteride (they don't work, 
trust me), and let your testosterone 
reductases go to work. Congrats to 
Shaheen on a well-written article. 

Faraz Sultan 
Sid junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• let ters to the editor should 
be stmt to the Thresher by e-mail 
to thresher@rice.edu. le t ters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
The Ihresher reserves the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified adver t i sements . 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at thresher-ads&rire. 
edu or (713)348-3967 for more 
information. 
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Reactions to Lawrence Summers' comments on gender inequality: 

'Thought police': Stay out of academia 

Can-
Taylor 

"Isn't h e that guy who said women aren't 
any good at science?" is the way a friend 
of mine recent ly descr ibed renowned 
economist and Harvard President Lawrence 
Summers. 

At a conference of the National 
Bureau of Economic Research 
Jan. 14, Summers delivered an 
address in which he brought up 
the potential difference in ability 
between men and women in the 
field of science. 

There has been a firestorm 
of criticism since, culminating 
in misunderstandings such as 
the above. 

Massachuse t t s Inst i tute of 
Technology Biology Professor 
Nancy Hopkins told The New York Times that, 
"When he started talking about innate differ-
ences in aptitude between men and women, 
I just couldn't breathe, because this kind of 
bias makes me physically ill." Summers has 
been forced to issue no fewer than three 
public apologies as of this writing. 

Just what exactly did this misguided 
man do? 

After this, I wish good luck to 

anyone trying to get a grant 

to study differences between 

men and women. 

Summers was discussing the under-
representation of women in tenured faculty 
positions at elite universities, particularly in 
science. There is no transcript of the speech 
available, so we only know about it through 
various secondary sources. His talk included 
the hypothesis that, as primary caregivers, 
women may be less able to put in the 80-hour 
work weeks that promotion demands, which 
would account for the discrepancy between 
female graduate students and female tenured 
professors. 

And following the warning that, "I'm going 
to provoke you," Summers considered out 
loud the possibility of "innate differences" 

between the abilities of men and women. 
He followed this by saying he hoped to be 
proven wrong. 

Summers did not say he felt this supposi-
tion was the case, nor did he endorse 
this hypothesis. He merely raised 
it as a possible idea to consider 
in a long discussion in pursuit of 
the truth. 

Whether or not it is plausible, 
there is nothing wrong with testing 
the theory If it is wildly inaccurate, it 
will be proven so. And if it is true, we 
will know more about human beings 
and their abilities. 

It is ironic that pioneers of sci-
ence are so aghast at testing a hy-
pothesis. Do we now only conduct 

experiments that make us feel good? In 
the world of academia, the ivory tower of 
research, this topic should not be off-limits. 
Such an attitude clearly stifles the open-
inindedness that has always been needed 
for true intellectual progress. 

I hate to invoke the term "thought polic-
ing," but this is what we are seeing. Instead of 
rationally testing and disproving the theory, 
some people want to stop it from even be-
ing considered by labeling it as biased and 
discriminatory. 

The National Organization for Women, 
among many other groups, has insisted that 
Summers step down. If the president of Har-
vard — perhaps the world's most respected 
academic official — is not able to broach this 
subject, then surely nobody is. 

These events should worry all of us as 
members of a university. Limitations are being 
established, and there are now boundaries 
as to what may be researched. After this, 
1 wish good luck to anyone trying to get 
a grant to study differences between men 
and women. 

Instead of vilifying the very notion that men 
may have an inherent edge in science, I would 
like all those indignant scientists to step up 
and disprove it. 

Instead of trying to close minds to an idea 
we find distasteful, we should use science to 
find the truth. 

Carr Taylor is a Will Rice College sophomore. 

Misogynist comments raise key issues 
Imagine thatevery female student at Rice had 
to write five research papers to be considered 
as competent as every male student who wrote 
two. Sound absurd? Not really, if you consider 
the state of gender discrimination in 
modern academia, an issue which 
was revived last week by Harvard 
President Lawrence Summers ' 
speech. 

Numerous studies have found 
that gender inequality is persistent in 
elite universities. In 1997, a Swedish 
study published in Nature showed 
that female faculty members had 
to be 2.5 times more productive 
in publications than male faculty 
members to be considered equally 
competent to receive grant money 
from the Swedish Medical Research Council. 
Another study of the faculty at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology revealed that 
female members were given unequal access 
to lab space, resources, awards, salaries and 
administrative opportunities. These studies 
suggest that academic culture, not inherent 
biological deficiencies, is at the root of lower 
promotion rates of female academics. 

I agree with critics who believe Summers 
has lent credence to an antiquated view of 
female inequality. It was doubtlessly irrespon-
sible of someone in a position of influence to 
suggest that we revert back to biological ratio-
nalizations of gender achievement gaps. 

But. rather than complaining about the 
culture of misogyny in academia and those 
who further it, we should instead be asking if 
universities are up to substantively challeng-
ing it. Are they willing to accommodate the 
realities of women's conflicting pulls between 
academic success and family? 

MIT Biology Professor Nancy Hopkins, who, 
disgusted by his insinuations, walked out of Sum-
mers' address, told The New York Times that she 
agrees most women will not adopt the punishing 
80-hour work week needed to prove themselves 
to elite faculties. However, she thinks Summers' 
comments do not reflect the fact that many elite 
female faculty members do work that hard. 

Yet more female than male faculty members 
cite difficulties in balancing career and family. 
More female than male faculty members forego 
marriage because of career demands. The me-

Chrissy 
Davis 

dian age of obtaining a Ph.D. for women is 34, 
which means that most women must choose 
to either have a child before obtaining tenure 
or face higher infertility rates. Summers' com-

ments beg an interesting question: 
Will women, who are biologically 
chosen to be childbearers, ever be 
able to reach the level of academic 
success of men? 

The tenure system was set up 
with married male faculty members 
in mind. In a changing academic 
environment in which more women 
engage in research, receive doctor-
ates and pursue faculty positions, 
how can the culture be changed in 
order to promote a more equitable 
advancement of women to tenured 

positions? Perhaps more valuable than yelling 
about the bigoted Summers would be examin-
ing Rice's own record. 

Rice is relatively liberal in its expansion of 
time limits for attaining tenure to accommodate 
those taking parental leave. A faculty member 
can appe al for a one-year extension in the "tenure 
clock" for up to two leaves. However, Rice does 
not provide on-site day care for the children 
of employees and provides only the minimum 
12-week unpaid parental leave mandated by 
federal law. 

Summers' comments have created an 
opportunity for elite universities like ours to 
lead the way in creating a more flexible, open 
academic culture and policies more attuned to 
American family life. With more women choos-
ing to pursue academic careers, we need to be 
aware not only of overt displays of misogyny, but 
also of policies that inherently mandate choice 
between success in academia and success in 
family life for academic women. 

It would send a message if the "Harvard of 
the South" led the way in determining the extent 
to which academic culture is dominated by male 
views, values and concerns. The administration 
should seize this opportunity to enhance the 
reputation of Rice by completing a serious review 
of conditions that may be deterring elite female 
academics from teaching at Rice. This would 
yield more positive results for female faculty 
members — and the female students they men-
tor — than merely attacking Summers. 

Chrissy Davis is a Hanszen College senior. 

Rice Voices 

United States must learn lessons from Iraq to successfully handle Iran 
At the School of Social Science's 
25th ann ive r sa ry ce lebra t ion 
Jan. 11, former Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III gave a speech 
in which he outlined the three most 
pressing foreign policy con-
cerns of President George 
W. Bush's second term. He 
included the situation in 
Iraq, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and the nuclear po-
tential of North Korea and 
Iran. Wh;'t struck me im-
mediately was that almost 
all of the regions mentioned 
are in the Middle East. Ifthe 
United States is to prevent 
the debacle that Iraq has 
become, we must approach 
each situation with the 
proper perspective on what we have 
learned during the past two years. 

The current trouble with Iran over 
its potential nuclear weapons program 
began well before the Iraqi invasion. 
The President's first mistake was to 
refer to Iran as one of the members 
of the "axis of evil" in his 2002 State 
of the Union address, thus baiting 
Iranian politiciansto respond. Several 
years ago, most Iranians did not even 
know that their country possessed a 
nuclear program. Today, Iranians are 
not only aware, but also supportive of 
the right to nuclear weapons. This 
support came after Iranian politicians 
successfully presented the argument 
that Western powers are denying 
Iran's right to technology. 

President Bush has made several 
strong statements indicating that any 
nuclear weapons will not be tolerated, 
yet he has consistently refused to en-
gage in talks with Iran on the subject. 
In November, Germany, France and 
Great Britain successfully negotiated 
an agreement with Iran in which Iran 

Noorain 
Khan 

richment activity for three months, 
a move not endorsed by the United 
States. An eventual solution must 
have the blessing of the United States 
as well as that of the European pow-

ers and must be the result 
of multilateral negotiations 
in order to prevent any hint 
of unilateral action or weak 
coalitions. 

Looking into the future, 
I am concerned by the 
prospect of the military 
response that Bush would 
likely execute if Iran were 
to acquire nuclear weapons. 
Force is simply unaccept-
able in such a situation. 
Non-violentdeterrence has 
been successful in prevent-

ing the use of nuclear weapons in the 
past (think about the Cold War), and 
there is no indication that this ap-
proach will not continue to work in the 
decades to come. It is doubtful that 
Iran would engage in military action 
against any country once it acquires 
weapons. Rather, its political capital 
would increase considerably. Is this 
really something to go to war over? 

If Iran will not use the weapons, 
then what are the two countries most 
vocal in their opposition to Iranian 
nuclear weapons, the United States 
and Israel, worried about? Israel is 
most concerned with Iran's support 
of terrorist groups like Hezbollah and 
is logically opposed to the military 
strengthening of any nearby Arab or 
Muslim country. Meanwhile, there 
are now at least eight nuclear powers 
in the world, and the United States 
is worried that this will set the prec-
edent for other countries like South 
Korea, Taiwan, Brazil and Ukraine, 
among others, to follow suit. 

Even if the United States conducts 

it is more likely to slow the program 
down than to eliminate it altogether, 
as the program is widely dispersed in 
various locations around the country. 
If the United States were to conduct 
an Iraq-style ground war, it would 
spawn grassroots support in Iran 
for the clerical regime, encourage 
fur ther terrorism and even devastate 
whatever progress has been made 
in diplomacy. However, with about 
150,000 troops stationed in Iraq and 
with increasing financial strains on 

the Pentagon, it may be quite some 
time before this is even possible. 

Matthew Bunn, a senior research 
associate at Harvard University's 
Belfer Center for Science and Inter-
national Affairs, best described what 
must happen in a November broad-
cast of NPR's "Morning Edition," "I 
don't think we can get [to a resolu-
tion) unless the Bush administration 
changes its approach and decides to 
seriously engage with Iran and ad-
dress some of the Iranian concerns 

that are driving Iran's interests in 
nuclear weapons." Baker made it 
clear that the relationship with the 
Middle East is crucial for the United 
States today, which makes any future 
action taken in Iran more important 
than ever. We cannot afford another 
Iraq, so the United States must en-
gage in constructive engagement to 
avoid repeating past mistakes. 

Noorain Khan is a Martel College 
junior. 

decided to suspend all uranium-en- a simple military strike against Iran. 
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i ĉn i t co&ecboc - si_- i r ? c d y r j a c 
stuoent '-.*"gar;,'̂ .t _tti 

benefit student ckibs and :rgaru3~ 
t»n5. something , Ary n-e.ar ant te^ar 
to their hearts * Sctera saiti. 

iB Rice Coircge senior Delta 
n trtmar. saic Camacho s o*. cciiec-

W-JS>Vi.'JK 
organczaaom to tecoratc flberglau 
WCtKMl. 

ti'Jt refiects his strong relationship 
wnh the i5ce comm'jnii)' 

*M -jst ofCamacbo's<7wk were given 
tt "--r-. bj* students ar>d he had a story 
i x one." Hoffman savL Thev- re-
aly tsaoe his office ieeJ special* 

Solera said Camacho »Tote a 
iet^r that w 2 be pubbshed on the 
onime bidding Web site explaining 
his choke to ajcuon the owls 

The group, which developed the 
, iea whiie enrolled in the Leadership 
? j :e course 309: Creating and 

Change, plans to decorate 
an c**i t t benefit the Houston branch 
of i t charil>" organization "1 Have 
a Dreaan." Sid Richardson College 
s :£oaoore Denise Bear said. The na-
tional foundation provides academic 
support to inner-city youth. 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

S7.38 Value Meals S8.30 Value Meals 

# A 1 

# A 2 

# A 3 

C'"6-€.S'S C 

l - t o p p f r » c D i z z a 

M e d i u m 1 ^ p p ' ^ v c 

p ZZC G-fid t w o 

12-cz Cc<es* 

1 order o* chicken 
and c.r o rce ' of 

C h e e s y S r e c c 

# B 1 

# B 2 

# B 3 

Large 1-topping 
pizzc and three 

12-oz Cokes* 

Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes* 

Medium Cheese 
? ZZQ and 5 Buffalo 

Wings 

For all your events, 
coll for large-order 

discounts 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5 7 3 3 K i r b y D p . 

H o * n 11 am to 2 am - 7 d a \ s 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 

& * i ' / / 4 D o o a r / Z i ?*-zza LIX '»v* valjd atr.y otryrr o5er a i d at pa r t c ipa t ing 
s to re only P r x e i rr.ay vary i s t o n i e r p3; . t v«.e% t a x O^ur d n v e r * caxiy l ess 
t h a n $ 2 0 Delivery a rea r r . t e c to e r , i - : e sa le dei r rerv i»eep D i t h Ext ra 

f rcrm 7 

Bkck »aid h^r office pr'/wV-d 
the ixnurance c/iriparry with 
'A the W*» a>d drtaih alK ût the 
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Eldorado to host 
atypical Archi-Arts 

by Stephanie Jennings 
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Architype is the theme for 
Archi-Arts2005. which will be held 
Feb 26 at the Eldorado Ballroom, 
a social dance club located in 
Houston's Third Ward 

Will Rice College sophomore 
Sarah Simpson, one of the two 
student coordinators, said attend-
ees should dress the part of their 
favorite cliche. 

"It is essentially a takeoff on 
the word stereotype, asking each 
person what type they are or 
would want to be. whether that be 
the jock-type or the beatnik-type 
or the nerd-type or. better yet a 
typewriter." Simpson said "The 
key is to get creative, get random 
and get a type." 

JonesCollege sophomore Kau 
McPhillips is the other Archi-Arts 
coordinator. 

The sophomore architecture 
majors host Archi-Arts each 
year to raise money for their an-
nual spring break tnp to Fans 
Past themes include POP. a send-
up to pop culture, in 2004 and 
Surreal, a celebration of surreal-
ism. in 2003. 

The Eldorado Ballroom was 
built in the late 1930s as an 
upscale blues and jazz club in 
the heart ot the Third Ward 

Musicians such as B B King 
and Count Basse per formed 
there before it close-c in the 
early 1970s 
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Hutchinson leaves Student Affairs 
by Ruth Samuelson 

THRESHER STAFF 

After six months as interim vice 
president for Student Affairs, Chem-
istry Professor John Hutchinson is 
returning full-time to his academic 
career. Hutchinson, a Brown College 
master, has served as interim vice 
president since August, when former 
Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho retired. 

Hutchinson spent four years as 
assistant vice president for Student 
AI fairs before serving as interim vice 
president. 

i lutchinson said he enjoyed work-
ing in different leadership roles. 

"I believe that people should 
change their career focus periodically 
so as to iearn about different aspects 
o! life." Hutchinson said. 

Since arriving at Rice in 1983 as 
an assistant chemistry professor, 
i lutchinson has held numerous posi-
tions on campus. He wasmaster at Wi-
ess College from 1994 to 2001. served 
as director of academic advising from 
2000 to 2003 and is currently in his 
second year as Brown master. 

While working in the Student Af-
fairs Office for the past four years, 
Hutchinson continued to teach 
CHEM 121 and 122. After Camacho's 
retirement. President I )avid I^eebron 
announced Camacho's position 
would be replaced with a dean of 
undergraduates, and Hutchinson 
stopped teaching to serve full-time 
until Math Professor and Jones 
College Master Robin Forman was 
named the new dean of undergradu-
ates Jan. 21. 

Student Association President 
Derrick Matthews said he admires 
Hutchinson's willingness to take on 
unexpected responsibilities. 

"He seamlessly stepped into a 
role no one had expected him to 
have to assume on such short no-

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Brown College master and former 
interim vice president for Student 
Affairs John Hutchinson 

tice," Matthews, a Will Rice College 
senior, said. 

Hutchinson's primary focus as 
interim vice president has been to 
facilitate Leebron's transition as it 
relates to Student Affairs. He said he 
did not consider applying for the dean 
of undergraduates position because 
he and his wife. Paula, agreed they 
already had a commitment to serve 
as Brown masters until 2008. 

As assistant vice president, 
Hutchinson was responsible for 
overseeing all student programs out-
side the college system. Hutchinson 
helped implement several initiatives, 
including the establishment of Rice's 
first student wellness program, im-
provements to the Recreation Center, 
the development of ()rientation Week 
academic advising and the creation of 
the peer academic advising system. 

Hutchinson said he is proud of 
bringing the Texas Collegiate News-
paper Readership Program, which 
provides the residential colleges 
with national newspapers such as the 
Houston Chronicle and the New York 
Times each morning, to campus. 

In addition to his administrative 
roles, Hutchinson said he has been 

working on scholarly projects that 
he hopes to continue. One such 
project is integrating college-level 
chemistry concepts with high school 
courses. With funding from Houston-
based The Brown Foundation, Inc., 
Hutchinson will help lead several 
workshops this summer to instruct 
high school teachers in his teaching 
methods. 

"Science should be taught in the 
same way it is done," Hutchinson 
says. "You should analyze experi-
ments and use these to develop con-
cepts rather than just being told [ what 
they are)." 

I lutchinson has also been working 
on a textbook for several years. Aside 
from his academic work, Hutchinson 
said he is looking forward to his next 
three and a half years living at Brown. 

Brown College President Tamara 
Friedrich said she appreciates Hutchin-
son's interest in students' lives. 

"Whether you are one of his 
chemistry students panicking before 
a test, a member of Brown College 
with room mate concerns or a general 
Rice student looking for a voice to 
the administration. Hutch has always 
been accessible and willing to help," 
Friedrich, a senior, said. 

Jamie Kerr (Wiess '(X)) and Page 
Candy (Lovett '99) became close to 
Hutchinson during his mastership 
at Wiess and asked him to preside 
over their wedding in October. As 
someone whom the couple admired 
and considered a lifelong friend, 
Hutchinson was perfect for the job, 
Kerr said. 

"Through my four years at Rice, 1 
looked at John and Paula as parental 
role models," Kerr said. "My senior 
year, 1 shoved a plate full of whipped 
cream in his face, yet I also talked to 
him about important issues at Rice. 
He has a pretty amazing ability to 
maintain his professional style and at 
the same time relate to students." 

P B I N C 
I E S U M A N I A 
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JOANNA MUNDY/TMRESHER 

Is this assignment pledged? 
Student advisers, seated on the left, counsel peers at Career Services' 
Resumania event Jan. 20 in the lobby of the Student Center. 
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RONDELET 
From page 1 

"I've never submitted any event 
for formal approval by Student Activi-
ties," Stuckey said. 

Organizations funded by the 
blanket tax have full-time staff 
advisers, and the organizations are 
held accountable to these advisers, 
Williams said. 

"As the Assistant Director of 
Student Activities. I am responsible 
for advising RPC." Williams said. 
"As such. 1 am ultimately the one 
in charge ot authorizing sponsored 
events and activities. Primarily, 
[ allow the students involved with 
RPC the opportunity to brainstorm 
and implement their ideas, and 
ihen sometimes 1 give feedback 
audi make suggestions where ap-

propriate.'' 
Stuckey said she sees RPC as a 

primarily student-governed orga-
nization. 

"I consider RPC to be accountable 
to the student body, because they 
pay the tax dollars that make up our 
budget," Stuckey said. 

The blanket tax, or Student 
Activities Fee, is set by the Student 

Association and funds student orga-
nizations that include the SA. RPC. 
Rice Student Volunteer Program, 
Honor Council, University Court. 
KTRl J, Rice Broadcast Television, the 
Campanile, the Thresher. University 
Blue and intramural sports. The 2(X)4-
'05 fee was $86.30. 

The date of Rondelet or its re-
placement. originally set for March 
26, may change because of the 
late date of Beer-Bike. Beer-Bike 
has traditionally been held the last 
Saturday in March, but because of 
the timing of Faster this year, the 
event will be held April 2. Some 
RPC members suggested Rondelet 
should not be held the weekend of 
Easier because many students go 
home tor the weekend. Instead, 
the event mav be held the weekend 
ol March 18-20 or March 31. the 
Thursday before Beer-Bike. 

Discussion about Rondelet will 
continue at the next RPC meeting 
Tuesday at 9 p.m. in Miner I^ounge. 
Stuckey said students who have ideas 
or opinions about the event should 
attend the meeting. 
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What, no cowboy boots? 
Brown College senior Shawn Leventhal (left) Introduces panelists in the "American Politics, Texas Style" event 
sponsored by the Baker Institute Student FOrum Tuesday in the Dor6 Commons of Baker Hall. The panelists are, 
from left, Paul Burka (Hanszen '63), executive editor of Texas Monthly magazine, Houston Chronicle White House 
correspondent Julie Mason and author Earl Black. 

FACULTY 
From page 1 

ernance due to a lack of confidence 
in the system. 

The taskforce, which met through-
out the summer, consisted of Bio-
chemistry and Cell Biology Professor 
Janet Braam, History Professor Carl 
Caldwell, Philosophy Professor Steve 
Crowell, Computer Science Professor 
Keith Cooper (Sid 78). Philosophy 
Professor Richard Grandy, Sociology 
Professor Elizabeth Long, Statistics 
Professor David Scott (Baker 72) and 
JesseH.JonesGraduateSchoolofMan-
agement Professor Stephen Zeff. 

The group presented two proposals 
at the Dec. 7 Faculty Council meeting, 
and both were approved. 

The task force's first recommen-
dation is to separate the Promotion 
andTenure Committee from Faculty 
Council—or the faculty senate, if one 
is formed. Currently faculty members 
are elected to Faculty Council for a 
four-year term and are expected to 
serve on the Promotion and Tenure 
Committee for that term. Caldwell, 
who served as secretary for the task 
force, said this requirement discour-
ages faculty members from serving 
on Faculty Council. 

"It makes sense to separate P&T 
from Faculty Council to avoid a 
double burden for those who serve," 
Caldwell said. 

Under the proposed new system, 

faculty members would vote for 
representatives to the Promotion 
and Tenure Committee within their 
schools, separate from voting on 
representatives for the faculty gov-
ernance body. The term of service 
on the Promotion and Tenure Com-
mittee would also be shortened to 
three years, and faculty members 
would not be able to be re-elected to 
consecutive terms. 

The task force's second proposal 
is to eliminate Faculty Council and 
create a representative faculty sen-
ate, which would decide most mat-
ters now decided by the full faculty. 
Most faculty senate meetings would 
be open, but few meetings of the full 
faculty would be called. 

Under the new system, 25 faculty 
members could petition to place a 
motion or item of business before the 
faculty senate. Fifty faculty members 
could petition to place an item before 
the entire faculty. If the faculty voted 
twice to approve the item — once at a 
special meeting called for the purpose 
and once in a vote by electronic ballot 
— the decision could overturn a vote 
by the senate. 

The speaker of the faculty, rather 
than the president of the univer-
sity, would chair meetings of the full 
faculty. 

About 100 faculty members at-

envision grants 
make your vision a reality 

$200-$2500 ' 
for individual 

student projects 
that involve 
. \• , 
leadership, 
and sustainability. 

Now accepting applications: 
Round II deadline - Feb 10 
Roundlll deadline - Mar 24 

Gradi 
Multiple proj< 

eligible, 
led each round. 

The Envision Grant program is administered by 
Leadership Rice. Details and application 
information at: vywyy.rice ̂ M/^9^r$hip 

tended the meeting Wednesday, 
where the proposal was discussed 
but not voted on. 

Several faculty members raised 
concerns about the proposal. 

Statistics Professor Jim Thomp-
son said he prefers full faculty par-
ticipation in decision-making. 

"I hope the faculty will think 
many times before it gives up its 
right to vote on major decisions," 
Thompson said. 

Huffer said later that she thinks 
a representative system would be 
more effective. 

"This isn't a democratic system," 
Huffer said. "We are professionals 
who function within an organization, 
and we need to make decisions about 
issues that affect the way we perform 
our job. What we need to decide is, 
what is the best model for making 
good decisions?" 

Other faculty members raised 
concerns that the new system would 
disenfranchise faculty members not 
involved in the faculty senate or would 
weaken the faculty's power in dealing 
with administrators. 

Huffer said she was pleased that 
meeting attendees discussed mainly 
the central ideas of the proposal 
rather than the details. 

"Some of the points people 
brought up that seemed to be resis-
tant to the proposal really brought up 
the crux of the issue: docs the faculty 
want to move to a representative form 
of government, or does it want to stay 
with the system in place — decision-
making with the faculty as a whole?" 
Huffer said. 

Fondren renovations 
to begin in February 

by Lauren Murphy 
F O R T H E T H R E S H EH 

After years of planning and a 
one-month delay, renovation of 
Fondren Library will begin early 
next month. The renovation will 
address the goals of providing 
more efficient services for patrons, 
updating its technology and creat-
ing more collaborative spaces, Vice 
Provost and University Librarian 
Chuck Henry said. 

"We're hoping that the new de-
sign will encourage more curiosity, 
both about the building and about 
its resources," Henry said. 

During the renovations, which 
are scheduled for completion in 
summer 2006, an entrance will 
be added on the west side of the 
building, opposite the current 
entrance, which opens east on to 
the academic quad. In addition, 
library services will be reorga-
nized for greater accessibility, and 
unnecessary walls and barriers 
will be torn down. 

Renovations will culminate 
with the addition of a pavilion, 
which will include a cafe and open 
gathering spaces. The sixth floor 
will be transformed into a reading 
room with a 360-degree view of 
campus. The sixth-floor walls will 
be removed, and the area will be 
filled with chairs and sofas. This 
space will be reserved exclusively 
for students. 

To minimize the impact of 
construction, the renovations will 
be implemented in phases so that 
no services will be interrupted and 
no collections will be inaccessible. 
Most of the heavy construction 
will take place during the summer 
and during holiday breaks. 

"The phasing of this project is 
meant to guarantee a fully function-
ing library throughout the course 
of renovations," Henry said. 

Henry said there will be some 
slight inconveniences to students, 
such as dust and minimal noise. 
The library staff will make an ef-
fort to notify students of possible 
disturbances in the various areas 
of the library. Notifications will be 
posted at the library's entrance 
and updated weekly to inform 
students about the relocation of 
services and books. 

Even with these promises, 
Jones College sophomore Susan 
Barrows said she is still worried. 

"I'm wondering what problems 
it's going to cause and if we're re-

ally going to have full use of the 
library during the next year and 
a half," Barrows said. 

The first phase will be to shift 
and consolidate materials on the 
second, third and fourth floors. 
Then, demolition will begin on 
the second floor and in the base-
ment. Volumes in the basement 
will be relocated to the second 
floor, while volumes located on 
the sixth floor will be relocated 
to the fourth floor. 

The basement will house the 
document delivery offices, the 
reference and collection develop-
ment staffs and the processing 
area for the Government Publica-
tions Department. 

In February, the Electronic-
Resources Center will move to its 
new home in Herring Hall. 

In May, the engineering stacks 
currently located in the basement 
will be relocated to the sixth floor, 
while the Geographic Resources 
Center will take the place of the 
Electronic Resources Center. 
By the end of the summer, the 
circulation and reserve desks 
will move to the west side of the 
first floor and will be replaced by 
periodicals. 

In the fall, the Woodson 
R e s e a r c h C e n t e r will be 
equipped with an enhanced 
reading room, a fire suppression 
system and other technological 
improvements. 

Elevators will be enlarged, 
and additional restrooms will be 
added to the central core of the 
library. Audiovisual stations, wire-
less-network spaces and other 
technology-enhanced spaces will 
be added on the first lloor. The 
second floor will consist of group 
study rooms, an adaptive technol-
ogy lab and an emerging technolo-
gies experimentation area. 

ta)vett College junior Meghan 
Brown said the improvements to 
the library and the campus will 
be well worth the mild inconve-
nience. 

"This will definitely make 
more people inclined to go to the 
library," Brown said. 

Materials deemed least used 
by faculty consultation will be 
permanently moved to the off-site 
Library Service Center, located 
about 12 minutes from campus on 
Main Street. Students can access 
these books by filling out an online 
request form, which will be filled 
within 24 hours. 

PROPOSED FACULTY SENATE 
The proposed 30-member faculty senate will consist of representatives 
from each school. No more than one person may serve from any single 
department. Each school's number of representatives will be based 
on its proportionate number of tenure-track faculty appointments, to 
be reviewed every five years. 

Tenure track 
Engineering 
Jones 
Architecture 
Music 
Humanities 
Social Sciences 
Natural Sciences 
Asst. Professors 

Humanities/Social Sciences 
Natural Sciences/Engineering 
Professional Schools 

Non-tenure track 
teaching faculty 
research faculty 

Non-elected 

appointed by President 
President 
Provost 

Total 

4 
2 
1 
1 
5 
3 
5 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

2 (approved by Senate) 
1 
1 

30 

LUNCH 
hrom page 1 

Ju l i e Bogar sa id H&I) will 
c o n s i d e r i m p l e m e n t i n g t h e 
plan at other colleges if it proves 
to be cost-effective. 

She said H&D must f irst 
determine whether the program is 
successful at Will Rice. 

"Is it viable, is it cost-effective for 
use, can it be used for other colleges?" 
Bogar said. 

Some students said they think the 
program will be effective. 

Will Rice junior Jason Schiller 
said he appreciates the program, al-
though he thinks the $3 price is still 
fairly expensive for an on-campus 
meal. 

"It's nice that they're trying 
to include off-campus students," 
Schiller said. "The free lunches 
were better, because this way it only 
ends up being about two dollars off. 
For that price, I might just get food 
from home." 

Schiller said he will probably 
continue to use the discounted price 
on Tuesdays, however. 

"I probably | will |, since I eat at 
Will Rice every day and don't always 
have time to find other food." 
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Roll up your sleeve 

POLICE BLOTTER 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Jan. 18-23. 

Residential Colleges 
Lovett College Jan. 18 

Other Buildings 
Rice Memorial Center Jan. 22 

Bicycle stolen. 

Purse stolen from Information Desk. 

Fondren Library 

Other Areas 
Campanile Rd. 
at Alumni Dr. 

Jan. 22 Book stolen. 

Jan. 23 Officer observed subject urinating 
in bushes next to a stopped vehicle. 
Subject jumped into vehicle, and drive 
drove away. Driver arrested for driving 
while intoxicated and remanded to 
Harris County Jail. Sober passenger 
allowed to drive vehicle home. 

A health technician takes Jones College freshman Teddy Bucher's blood pressure during Monday 's Rice Student 
Volunteer Program blood drive in the Grand Hall of the Student Center. 

Senate set to confirm Gonzales 
by John Kchoe 

THRKSHLK T A F F 

A divided U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee approved the nomination 
of Alberto Gonzales (Lovett 79) as 
attorney general Wednesday for a con-
firmation vote before the full Senate. 

Voting along partisan lines, the 
commit tee moved 10-8 to advance 
Gonzales' nomination. T h e Senate 
may vote as early as next week. Gon-
zales needs a majority of the Senate 
votes to be confi rmed. 

I would think the 
Democrats would 
save their energy for 
someone they really 
wanted to stop ' 

— Pat Hastings 
Rice College Republicans 

president 

Despite Democrat ic opposition, 
the majority Republican Senate is ex-
pected to successfully confirm Presi-
dent George W. Bush's nominee. Rice 
College Republicans President Pat 
Hastings said he foresees no major 
conflicts in the approval process. 

"Bush had a convincing win," 
Hastings, a Martel College sopho-
more, said. "I would think the Demo-

crats would save their energy for 
someone they really wanted to stop, 
like a Supreme Court nominee." 

Rice Democrats President Samir 
Patel said Gonzales' actions while in 
office will differ little from those of cur-
rent attorney general John Ashcroft. 

"He p lans on cont inuing with 
Ashcrof t ' s agenda — get t ing the 
Patriot Act passed again, prosecuting 
all terroris ts to the fullest extent of 
the law," Patel, a Jones College senior, 
said. "I really don't expect him to be 
any more modera te than Ashcroft in 
practice, even though 1 think he is 
more modera te personally." 

Gonzales, who served as Texas ' 
Secretary of State while Bush was 
governor, is a good fit for the admin 
istration, Patel said. 

"IBushl is comfortable with [Gon-
zales] since Bush worked with Gon-
zales in Texas," Patel said. "He tends 
to pick people who he ' s comfortable 
with. The icing on the cake is that he 's 
Hispanic. Having a minority in the 
Cabinet always helps your image as 
president. But that 's just in addition 
to all his qualifications." 

I lastings said he is happy to have 
a Rice a lumnus serving in a top-level 
Cabinet position. 

"It b r i n g s s o m e e x t r a n a m e 
recognition to Rice," Hastings said. 
"Students can be proud of having an 
alum in that position. It br ings a little 
additional prest ige to the university. 
I hope to see him he re at Rice in the 
near future." 

Political Science Professor Paul 

Now Hiring: 
2005 Student Director 

of Orientation 

TERM OF APPOINTMENT: February 7, 2005 - January 31, 2006 

COMPENSATION: 1) $4,450.00 stipend 
2) Free Summer Housing 
3) An incredible experience!!! 

QUALIFICATIONS- Any individual who is in good academic and 
iudici.il standing at Rice is eligible to apply; however, previous 
experience as an O Week Advisor or Coordinator is strongly-
preferred. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: Applications are available in the Clubs Office, 
Second Floor of the Ley Student Center. Interviews will be scheduled 
when you turn in your application to the Clubs Office. 

NEED MORE INFORMATION? 
Contact: Holly Williams, Assistant Director of Student Activities, 
at x5115 or holiyyw^rite.esJy OR the 2004 Student Director of 
Orientation, Kaleen Tison, at kaleen@rice.edu 

Deadline: 
Wednesday, February 2nd at 5pm 
• - - •' ' ' -r — - - 1 

Brace said the only potential road-
block in the confirmation process will 
be Gonzales' legal advice regarding 
the abuse of prisoners at Abu Ghraib 
prison in Iraq, which was a source of 
national media criticism. Gonzales 
stated that certain provisions of the 
Geneva Conventions were "obsolete" 
and did not apply to pr isoners of war 
in the war on terror. 

He will have to be careful to appear 
sensitive to international human rights 
issues and civil liberties, Brace said. 

However, Patel said Gonzales has al-
ready made the necessary concessions 
regarding earlier prisoner policy. 

"[Democrats] did what they could 
with his tor ture policy and basically 
got him to take back what he had 
said," Patel said. "He said in the 
confirmation hearings he was against 
torture, even though earlier he had 
come out with m e m o s that said other-
wise. Democrats are getting the best 
attorney general they are going to get 
out of this administration." 

STUDENT A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• The General Elections will be held from 12 a.m. Feb. 18 until 1 p.m. 
Feb. 23. Petitions are available outside the SA office on the second 
floor of the Student Center and are due by 1 p.m. Feb. 4. 

• SA President Derrick Matthews will deliver the State of the University 
Address at each college beginning Feb. 1. See box. below. 

• SA Treasurer Brandon Wagner presented the SA's budget and spending. 
Of the $9,425 allocated for the year, the SA has spent $6,883.87 
to date. 

• The senate approved Matthews to act as elections chair for the General 
Elections, and Matthews announced the election. 

• The senate approved the Rice Sport Shooting Society, an organi-
zation intended to help students learn to use firearms. Anyone 
interested should contact Jones College junior Alan Sledd at 
ams ledd@rice.edu. 

STATE OF THE UNIVERSITY ADDRESS 
President George W. Bush will deliver the State of the Union address 
Tuesday night. We suggest you check out SA President Derrick Mat-
thews' State of the University address instead. 

Monday, Feb. 1 
Tuesday, Feb. 2 
Monday, Feb. 8 
Tuesday, Feb. 9 
Tuesday, Feb. 16 

Sid Richardson, Brown Colleges 
Wiess, Will Rice Colleges 
Baker. Lovett Colleges 
Martel. Hanszen Colleges 
Jones College 

:*&•' ' • ' ' ' ' 

•Jf . 

Nothing moves you like the chance to help those around you—those who 

need you the most. In the Army National Guard, you serve right in your 

community. Most Guard members serve one weekend a month and two 

weeks a year. You get career training, money for 

college and leadership skills. Serve on the team T&X&S 

that serves us all. In the Army 

National Guard.YOU CAN 

YOU CAN 

I -8DO-GO-GUARD • www.l-800-GO-GUARD.com 

mailto:kaleen@rice.edu
mailto:ledd@rice.edu
http://www.l-800-GO-GUARD.com
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 3,2005. 

:DITORS 
p i c k s 

t o n i g h t and 
t o m o r r o w 

BUELLER... 
BUELLER 

Children of the '80s, 

unite! That's right, it's 

everyone's favorite teen 

flick Ferris Bueller's Day 

Off at the River Oaks. 

Tonight, tomorrow at 

midnight. 

The River Oaks. 

2009 West Gray. 

Please call 

( 713 )866 -8881 

for more information. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

HEY, 
WHATEVER 

HAPPENED TO 
MOTHR\? 

The classic Japanese 

horror film Godzilla 

screens at the MFAH 

this weekend. Prepare 

yourself for some truly 

heinous dubbing. 

Tonight at 9 p.m. 

Tomorrow at 2 p.m. and 

7 p.m. Sunday at 2 p.m. 

The MFAH. 

1001 Bissonnet St. 

Please call 

(713) 639-7300 

for more information. 

o n g o i n g 

ITS .ABOUT 
THAT BLOND, 

ISNTIT? 

Arthur Miller's After the 

Fall, which was recently 
i 

| the subject of a much be-

• moaned Broadway revival 

starring Peter Krause, is 

at the Alley. The play is 

also rumored to be about 

I Miller's brief marriage to 

Marilyn Monroe. 

Through Feb. 4 

The Alley Theatre. 

615 Texas Ave. 

Please call 

(713) 228-8421 

for more information. 

ROYAL iwin) 

Sussman delves into a classic's imagined history 
Sarah Betts 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Diego Velasquez's late Renais-
sance painting Las Meninas has 
provoked q u e s t i o n s s ince its 
completion in 1656 — its subtle, 
shimmering light; odd cast of char-
acters; unusual subject grouping; 
and eerie use of mirrors make the 
painting elusive. In 89 Seconds at 
Alcazar, on view at the Rice Art 
Gallery, Eve Sussman digs into the 
secrets of Velasquez's painting and 
adds new layers to the mystery of 
the original work. 

'89 seconds at 
alcazar' 

Rice Art Gallery 
Rating: • • • 

(out of five) 

Using high-definition video, 
Sussman portrays her version of 
what went on in the Spanish court 
in the moments surrounding the 
creation of Las Meninas. Alcazar 
is the court of King Philip IV and 
Queen Mariana, the commission-
ers of the painting. Potential view-
ers should note that much of the 
meaning of the work comes from 
its relationship to Las Meninas 
— it's definitely worth looking 
at the original painting before 
viewing Sussman's creation. The 
video is scholastic in its attention 
to recreating the exact look of the 
painting, but it goes beyond simply 
animating Velasquez's figures and 
tries to show how that selection 
of people came, in one felicitous 
moment, to stand spontaneously 
in the arrangement made famous 
by the painting. 

The characters — the king 
and queen, their daughter Infanta 
Margarita, members of the court 
and Velasquez himself — drift 
through the gallery where the art-
ist works on a giant canvas. The 
camera pans in and out on their 
movements, shifting from character 

to character and from close shots 
of meticulous detail to sweeping 
views of the room. Sussman is not 
interested in developing an exter-
nal plot, but rather in creating her 
version of what the atmosphere of 
the court might have felt like. With 
this goal in mind, sensual experi-
ence is emphasized — the texture 
of a gorgeous lace; the geometric 
outline of a black courtier's shoe; 
the smooth, cold stone of the gal-
lery walls; the lush softness of the 
feathers in the queen's headdress; 
the stiff shot silk of the infanta's 
dress; and the sounds of breathing 
and heartbeats. The camera lingers 
longingly on such details, creating a 
rich visual tapestry that is reflective 
of Velasquez's painting. 

Many questions can be^ asked 

Watching it is like 
watching a game 
of TETRIS — the 
pieces all float 
randomly until 
suddenly they all 
fit together. 
about Las Meninas — why, in a por-
trait of the royal family, do the king 
and queen appear only in a mirror 
reflection? What made Velasquez 
focus instead on the infanta, her 
maids and a small boy with a dog? 
What do the nun and courtier dis-
cuss in the background, and who is 
the stranger on the stairs looking 
into the room? 

If Sussman attempts to give 
any answer, it is that for one short 
second, the figures just happened 
to be in exactly that pose. The 
video works toward this moment, 
and watching it is like watching a 
game of Tetris — the pieces all float 
randomly until suddenly they all fit 
together. Sussman acknowledges 
each moment of unity with a slight 
shimmer of the camera. For one 

COURTESY RICE ART G»U FRY 

A shot from Eve Sussman's 89 Seconds at Alcazar, which fictionalizes the 
moments before Velasquez painted his classic work Las Meninas. 

second, the figures freeze and fade 
in the positions that have made 
them immortal, then go back to 
their circulations. 

Sussman has also chosen to 
add a dimension of menace to 
the court at Alcazar. The random 
movements of the characters are 

not only inexplicable, but also 
vaguely disturbing. At times, de-
spite the artist's attention to living 
details, the figures seem more like 
moving shadows than people. The 
sounds of the video underscore the 
supernatural feel; odd, echoing bits 

Sec VIDEO, page 10 

JUST DONT MENTION WATERGATE 

'Nixon' a flawed chronicle of obsession and lunacy 
Mike Mathews 
THRESHER STAFF 

Every step of the arduous film-
making process is vital to the fin-
ished project's success. A startlingly 
effective editing style is of little use 
if the scenes are not appropriately 
shot, and a painstakingly conceived 
screenplay cannot turn into an 
intriguing film if its core story is 
lackluster. Without a story worth 
telling, The Assassination of Richard 
Nixon was doomed even before 
cameras began to roll. 

'the assassination 
of richard nixon' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • 
(out of five) 

In February 1974, Sam Byck, an 
unemployed office-furniture sales-
man, attempted to hijack a plane 
and crash it into the White House. 
As he revealed in cassette-tape 

recordings he sent 
to his idol, Leon-
ard B e r n s t e i n , 
a m o n g o t h e r s , 
Byck was enraged 
by the corruption 
and dehumaniza-
tion that he saw 
running rampant 
under the Nixon 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
The assassination 
attempt faded into 
obscurity, but cow-

COURTESY TMINKFIIM 

Sean Penn plays a fed-up, unemployed furniture salesman who attempts to assassinate the President in director 
Niels Mueller's The Assassination of Richard Nixon. 

riter/director Niels Mueller tries 
to resurrect it, forcing us to empa-
thize with the feelings and motives 
that incited Byck to take such an 
extreme measure. 

When interacting with others, 
Bicke (Mystic River's Sean Penn), 
the protagonist inspired by the 
real-life Byck, cannot muster the 
average person's elocution or 
expressive power. His meekness 
allows other people to tower over 
him in the unforgiving, fast-paced 

world and melt his confidence, 
identity and worldly function. 
Without conscious malice, his wife 
(Mulholland Dr.'s Naomi Watts), 
from whom he has separated, and 
his children are distant. Rather 
than acknowledge the unwhole-
some side of human nature as a 
necessary and omnipresent com-
ponent of lile, he doggedly clings 
to the idealism of an entirely clean 
and righteous world. 

With an impressive performance, 

Penn all but becomes Bicke. Never-
theless, he is unable to bring much 
depth to this character primarily be-
cause Mueller meticulously focuses 
on him — Penn appears in almost 
every shot — without realizing that 
Bicke, with his naive philosophy, 
is not an outsider observing the 
condition of the world but merely a 
symptom of the condition 

Mueller should have centered 
his character study on the real 

Sc<- NIXON, paw 10 
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Introducing the 
faux pas of 2004 

With the end of every year 
comes the exhaustive heap of film 
critics' best-of-the-year 
accolades. Sometimes 
top-l() l is ts can be 
exciting and even fun 
to read, like last year, 
for example, when 'I}ie 
New York Times Elvis 
Mitchell bucked his 
publication's inherent 
snobbery and named 
the frothy Pirates of the 

\ Caribbean: 7he Curse 
of the Black Pearl best 
film. But this year, 

conformity is back I 
% 0 mean, how many different ways 

can you say, "Sideways is the best 
film of the year"? 

Instead, I'd like to focus on 
thr year 's biggest disappoint-
ments. That's right, I like nothing 
more than trashing Hollywood's 

_ ! woeful shortcomings. So cue the 
™ ™ drumroll, because here come my 

awards for the cinematic missteps 
of 2004. 

The Nicole Kidman Award 
for overexposure : 

Jude law. for starring in At-
jie. The Aviator, Closer, I Heart 

£ 0 Huckabees, Sky Captain and the 
World of'Tomorrow anil voicing a 
part in Lemony Snicket's A Series 
of Unfortunate Events within a 
matter of months. I think Jude is 
as good to look at as anybody, but 
come on, with his face plastered 

ft A I o n c v c r y magazine a , u ' his name 
on every marquee, even I felt 
over-indulged. 

On screen 
and in life, 
[Rossum] reeks 
of pretension, 
self-importance 
and MENIAL 
talent. I wish the 
chandelier had 
landed on her. 

The G i l d e d H e a d s t o n e 
Award for worst portrayal of 
a terminal illness: 

Kate Winslet in Finding Nev-
erland. Iliis hokey bastion of 
sent imental i ty employed the 
worst possible indicator of a seri-
ous disease—the "subtle" cough 
Please. Not since Julianne Moore 
in The End of the Affair has a 
character's impending death been 
less surprising. Here though, we 
tend not to miss Winslet after 
she's gone. 

The Brittany Murphy Award 
for m o s t s lappahle young 
actress: 

KmmyRossumin 'Hie Phantom 
of the Opera and "The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno." On screen 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

and in life, she reeks of preten-
sion, self-importance and me-

nial talent. I wish the 
, chandelier had landed 

on her. 
T h e " D i a l e c t 

Coach? Who Needs 
a Dialect Coach?" 
Award for worst ac-
cent: 

Anne t t e Bening, 
for her uneven British 
accent, which sounds 
by way of Malibu, in 
Being Julia. 

'I"he Five Hanky 
Prize for worst plea 

for pity: 
Zach Braff in Garden State, 

for showing us just how much it 
sucks to be a white upper-middle 
class heterosexual man. Damn, 
his life is so rough! 

As for Ben Af-
fleck's Jersey 
Girl... as with 
all other things 
JERSEY, I 
stayed as far 
away as 
possible. 

The "Look at Me! I 'm A-C-T-
I-N-G!" Award for most laugh-
able dramatic performance: 

J ulia Roberts in Closer. She is 
so bland as Anna, the maliciously 
unhappy photographer, that I 
kept hoping to see Rupert Everett 
(My Best Friend's Wedding) swoop 
in and save her from drowning in 
her own ineptitude. 

The Fountain of Youth 
Award for most convincing 
portrayal of adult infancy: 

JenniferGarnerin 13 Going on 
30. In this idiotic rip-off of Tom 
Hanks' classic character in Big, 
Garner coos, giggles and charts 
awkward teenage-girl territory 
with seemingly remarkable ease. 
Sure, she's rumored to be dating 
Ben Affleck, but 1 bet she's avoid-
ing him because he has cooties. 

The "Danger, Will Robin-
son, Danger" Award for flops I 
most successfully avoided: 

I had no trouble skipping 
Surviving Christmas, and as 
for Ben Affleck's other effort, 
Jersey Girl... well, as with all other 
things Jersey, 1 stayed as far away 
as possible. 

The Paris Hilton Award for 
most embarrassing on-screen 
sexual encounter: 

Ethan Hawke and Angelina 
Jolic in Taking Lives. Would it kill 
her to keep her clothes on once? 
Just once? 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College junior and arts and enter-
tainment editor. 

Coming Next Week: 

Jon's reaction to this year's 

Oscar nominations 

Heads (and eyes) will roll 

HIPSTER 101 

The Arcade Fire confirms it-band status 
Adam Guerra 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Indie-rock types are currently 
touting the Arcade Fire, who played 
Fat Cat's Sunday, as the "next big 
thing." Though these hipsters tend 
to suffer from cranial-rectal inversion, 
they happen to be right this time, 
and anyone with a soul will enjoy the 
band's new album, Funeral. 

'the arcade fire' 

live at Fat Cat's 
Rating: • • • • 

(out of five) 

Going into Sunday's concert, I 
had heard a lot of good things about 
the Arcade Fire's live performances. I 
had been ranting and raving to anyone 
within earshot about how great Funeral 
is, so my expectations were high. 

The opening act, Final Fantasy, 
featured ()wen Pallett, who arranged 
the strings on Funeral, with a violin 
and some nifty effects. He played a 
riff, recorded it and played it back. 
Eventually, he had four or five violin 
parts playing simultaneously, making 
all sorts of crazy noises. He bounced 
the bow on the strings, used the 
wrong side of the bow, hit the vio-
lin with his hand and sang. It was 
strangely captivating, and I enjoyed 
it enough to buy a copy of his LP. 

People sang louder 
than before, and 
there was more 
MOPPY haii 
twirling than 
before. 

When the Arcade Fire took the 
stage, the band cramped the stage 
with seven members, an accordion, 
two violin players, a small drum set, 
a pair of keyboards, a double bass, 
a bass guitar, at least two electric 
guitars, an acoustic guitar and three 
or four microphones. It was a true 
feat of spacial analysis. 

Most of the spectators began to 
sing along right away when the band 
opened with the catchy vocal melody 
"Wake Up." Partly because of the 
songwriting, and partly because there 
were seven people onstage making 
noise, the Arcade Fire immediately 
created the dense "wall of sound" for 
which so many bands aim. 

After playing a few songs I was un-
familiar with, the band went back to its 
Funeral tracks with "Neighborhood 
#2 (Iaika)." People sang louder than 
before, and there was more moppy 
hair twirling than before. 

The remainder of the set consisted 
primarily of Funeral songs, which 
meant more singing from the crowd. 
My favorites were "Neighborhood #3 
(Power Out)," "Rebellion (Lies)" and 
another upbeat dance section at the 
end of "line Annee Sans Lumiere." 1 
wasdisappointedRegineChassagnedid 
not sing during the set, but about two 
minutes after leaving the stage, the band 
returned for an encore performance, 
and Chassagnc took the microphone. 

"Haiti" was their first encore, and 
Chassagnc did a creepy arm dance 
— it reminded me of The Nightmare 
Before Christmas — during a good 
chunk of the song Hie finale was 
" Hie Backseat," which is a beautiful 
song in memory of deceased family 
members. The honesty of the live 
performance was refreshing. 

I was struck by the band's ec-
centricity and Win Butler's and 
Chassagne 's distinct voices. My 
favorite member, however, is Richard 
Parry, whom I affectionately refer to 
as "red-headed guy." While playing, 
he goes absolutely insane. While not 
playing, he often does something 
ridiculously funny. For example, he 
wore a motorcycle helmet during one 
song while he hit the walls and s h a k -
ers with his drumsticks. Then he 
took off the helmet and hit that with 
the sticks. During another song, he 

COURTESY MERGE RECORDS 

Indie-rock band the Arcade Fire performed at Fat Cat's Sunday. 

froze, holding a tambourine on either 
side of his face for its entirety. 

The Arcade Fire proved to be 
worthwhile live performers, back-

ing up the promise suggested in 
Funeral. It looks like they are ready 
to transition from next big thing to 
really big deal. 

LSAT GMAT GRE MCAT DAT 

Make grad school 
a reality 

Higher score guaranteed 
or your money back 

Classes starting soon at the Houston Kaplan Center: 
DAT/OAT 1/30 I MCAT 2/5 

GMAT 2/5 I LSAT 2/6 I GRE 2/9 

Call or visit us online today. 

Test Prep and Admissions 

1 -800-KAP-TEST 

kaptest.com 

•Test names are registered trademark of their respective owners * 'Condit ions and restrictions apply. 
For complete guarantee eligibility requirements, visit kaptest .com/hsg The Higher Score Guarantee 

only applies to Kaplan courses taker and completed within the United States and Canada 

Hafee (?aic 

Awe. 

7Ko**t 

• Eat a Balanced Diet 
• Find Time to Exercise 
• Don't Stay Up too Late 
• Remember to Take Your 
Vitamins 
• Don't Wait Until the 
Last Minute to Study 

• Get Regular Checkups 
• Take an Active Part in 
Your Own Health Care 

• Talk to a Doctor You 
Can Trust 

Meredith V. Morgan, M.D. , P.A, 
2 Chelsea (In the Museum District) 

(713) 795-4145 «*• v — 
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HOMEWORK vol H DOG cwr H\T 

Movies as homework: 
That's the way to go 

Rarely has homework made 
me cry from anything other than 
frustration. We've all had one or 
two fits of tearful joy 
after completing that 
last math problem, 
but normally problem 
sets do not induce 
tears. But when I was 
assigned to watch 
writer/director Co-
line Serreau's film 
Chaos for my French 
class, I spent Saturday 
morning choking back 
sobs in the Language 
Research Center. 

Chaos opens on 
a scene worthy of the fdm's 
title: A married Parisian couple 
scrambles to make it out an apart-
ment door in a blur of quick scene 
cuts; dark, hazy light; and staccato 
sound effects. The confusion es-
calates as husband Paul and wife 
Helene. having finally made it to 
their car, find a hysterical young 
woman shouting for help in the 
middle of the street. 

The movie 
became 
homework no 
longer: I was 
HOOKED. 

Here veteran French cinema-
tographer Jean-Francois Robin 
(Kamikaze and The Serpent's 
Kiss) captures the film's essence 
in a captivating, 34-second blur of 
headlights, sequins, screams and 
blood uniting the dual themes of 
feminist sisterhood and bourgeois 
egoism. Here also, the movie 
became homework no longer: 1 
was hooked. 

Typical of Serreau's films, 
Chaos explores the twisted un-
derworld of coincidental relation-
ships and contrasts the passions 
and products of these with other 
characters' more traditional re-
lationships. The plot contains 
many elements of a typical '90s 
American blockbuster: dual 
identities, marital and premarital 
infidelity, prostitution, drugs, and 
a coma for good luck. Serreau 
also tries — and barely succeeds 

Julia 
Bursten 

— to attack the role of women in 
traditional Islamic families. 

Fven the presence of com-
mon-to-cliche themes 
and one misplaced 
attempt at political 
commentary do little 
to detract from the 
beautifully scripted, 
flawlessly performed 
Noemie (also known 
as Malika, Rachida 
Brakni). Brakni's ex-
pression and passion 
as a clever, jaded and, 
for part of the film, 
comatose ex-prostitute 
almost made me forget 

that three kids were speaking 
Japanese into computer micro-
phones right next to me. Hereyes 
alone, shocked open from a coma 
by a pair of pimps threatening 
her life, made my own eyes well 
in sympathy. 

Poorly translated, distract-
ing subtitles are an unavoidable 
consequence of watching foreign 
films in a language I am at least 
supposed to understand, and 
unfortunately Chaos was no ex-
ception. It did add to the frenzied 
nature of the film, though, forever 
interrupting my attention as 1 
raced to translate my understand-
ing of the dialogue against the 
subtitled text. 

However, more than this 
universal flaw of foreign cinema, 
an amateurish performance by 
the film's other lead may have 
ruined a lesser film. Playing a 
conflicted and often maudlin 
Helene, Catherine Frot, with 
more than 60 roles under her 
belt, has no excuse to perform as 
unenthusiastically as does in this 
film. Without the film's numer-
ous assets, Frot could have been 
disastrous. But Brakni and Robin 
rein in Chaos to create a visually 
overwhelming tour de force that 
demonstrates the unequivocal 
power of one woman against 
the world 

Bottom line? Watching Chaos 
is definitely a better way to spend 
Saturday than struggling with 
multivariable calculus. 

Julia Bursten is a Lovett College 
freshman and assistant arts and 
entertainment editor. 

mmmm 

COURTESY THINKFIIM 

Crazy, unemployed furniture salesman Sam Bicke (Sean Penn, left) talks with his estranged wife Marie (Naomi 
Watts) in The Assassination of Richard Nixon. 

NIXON 
From page 8 

protagonist of his film — American 
society. By focusing on a deplorable 
individual destroyed by his own 
narrow mind, he tries to find a great 
tragedy where there is not one. 

Without a story 
worth telling, 
The Assassination 
of Richard Nixon 
was DOOMED 
even before 
cameras began 
to roll. 

Instead, he should have focused 
on the environment that produces 

such an individual. Bicke's as-
sassination attempt took place 
unnoticed not because the media 
or government tried to bury it, 
but because it really was a minor 
event. 

The polished form of The Assas-
sination of Richard Nixon eloquently 
presents and, to a limited extent, 
redeems the conceptually vapid 
narrative and seems to have been 
strongly inspired by Martin Scors-
ese's Taxi Driver, a tale of an urban 
inferno where a disillusioned loner 
attempts a political assassination. 
Unfortunately, in his character de-
velopment, Mueller seems to have 
confused Bicke with Scorsese's far 
more complex Travis Bickle. 

A valuable inspirational re-
source for Mueller would have 

been the films of cinematic mas-
ter Jean Renoir, who shows how 
individuals revolting against "the 
system" are destroyed by it, as in 
The Rules of the Game, or encoun-
ter only success accompanied by 
unfavorable side effects, as in The 
Crime of Monsieur Lange. In the 
latter, the protagonist, like Bicke, 
attempts to assassinate someone 
of higher social status. However, 
the assassination attempt is the 
result of a clash of lunge's inner 
and external conflicts — not a psy-
chological temper tantrum. 

The Assassination of Richard 
Nixon would have been much more 
effective if, rather than sympathiz-
ing with Bicke, it had given us 
greater insight into the society 
that created him 

COURTESY RICE ART GALLERY 

A shot from Eve Sussman's high-definition video exhibit, 89 Seconds at Alcazar, now showing through Feb. 27 at 
the Rice Art Gallery. 

VIDEO 
From page 8 

of music are mixed with snippets 
of speech muted almost below 
audible levels, and the recurrent 
breathing and heartbeat sounds, 
which initially suggest the painting 
is coming to life, start to sound like 
part of a campy horror movie. The 
interactions of the characters oc-
casionally seem to suggest darker 
forces at work than the painting of 
a portrait. For example, an interac-
tion between the king and a young 
nun is ambiguously sexual 

Speech in particular is Sussman's 
vehicle for creating an aura of fear 
in Alcazar. Words are mostly urgent 

whispers, too soft to be intelligible 
and also in the language appropriate 
to the character. The Spanish king 
and most of the court use Spanish, 
while the Hapsburg Queen Mariana 
speaks in German. The resulting 
atmosphere is one of secrets, as 
evidenced in a weird scene before a 
mirror in which the king and queen 
stand toget her and mutter feverishly 
in their separate languages. How ap-
propriate Sussman's interpretation 
of Alcazar is as a place of menace 
would be impossible to judge, but 
in terms of the video, scenes like 
the one between the king and queen 

have the effect of drawing attention 
away from the gorgeous setting and 
causing unanswerable speculations: 
Does Sussman suggest the king 
and queen do not understand each 
other? 

Despite certain incongruous 
elements, however, H9 Seconds is 
a beautiful video — the set and 
costumes are fabulous — and for 
those with any interest in Renais-
sance paintings, its attempt to 
bring Las Meninas to life offers 
a rare view of how, in Sussman's 
opinion, the masterpiece came into 
existence. 
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Sophomore guard Krystal Frazier passes around a McNeese State defender in the Lady Owls' Nov. 12 game. Frazier 
scored a combined 28 points and added a total of 7 assists in Rice's road wins last week against Fresno State and Ne-
vada. The Lady Owls complete the first half of WAC play tomorrow night against San Jose State at Autry Court at 7 p.m. 

Lady Owls end road skid, seek 
17th consecutive home victory 

by Amber Obermeyer 
FHRESHER EDFTORIAI. STAFF 

pi After playing six of their last eight 
games on the road, the l>ady Owls 
return to Autry Court this weekend 
to play middling Western Athletic 
Conference foes University of Hawaii 
and San Jose State University. 

After last night's game against 
Hawaii (8-6. 4-3 WAC), Rice (11-7, 

P 4-3) hosts San Jose Slate (11-6, 4-3) 
tomorrow night at 7 p.m. The Spar-
tans return just six players from the 
team that went 7-11 last year, and 
they lost their top two scorers from 
2003-'04 — guard Cricket Williams, 
a second-team all-WAC selection, and 

4 forward Tatiana Taylor. The Spartans 
have added, however, freshman 
center Amber Jackson, who leads 
the WAC in scoring and field-goal 
percentage and ranks fourth in 
rebounds. Jackson's 69.6 field-goal 
percentage figure ranks her second 

£ nationally in that category. 
"We only know what we've seen 

on film, but she's very tall, very 
athletic and very quick," head coach 
Cristy McKinney said. "And she's 
left-handed, and that always mixes 
people up. She scores most of her 
points around the basket, so we can't 

£ let her get good looks there or get 
offensive rebounds. She also gets a 
lot of points in transition by running 
the floor hard, so we need to slow 
her down." 

With wins at Fresno State Univer-
sity (11-6, 3-5) and the University of 

^ Nevada (5-13,1-7)lastweek,Ricesplit 
its six mid-season road games and as 
a result sits in a third-place tie with 

Southern Methodist University (KM, 
4-3), Hawaii and San Jose State. 

The Lady Owls can pull ahead of 
the latter two teams with wins this 
weekend, and Rice's three WAC 
losses — all on the road — were to 
conference-leading Louisiana Tech 
University (11-4, 7-0), second-place 
University of Tulsa (13-4, 5-2) and 
SMU. Those three teams will have to 
come to Autry Court in the second 
half of the season, where the I.ady 
Owls have compiled a 59-8 record 
in WAC games since joining the 
conference for the 1996-'97 season, 
including 33-1 since Jan. 22, 2001. 

'We can't just look at 
Louisiana Tech. We 
need to open our eyes 
to the other teams 
because they 're doing 
very well right now 
— we need to he ready 

for everybody.' 
— Î auren Neaves 

Sophomore center 

"It's always good no matter what 
to get a win on the road regardless 
of how you play, because of the 
crowd and the different atmosphere," 
sophomore center Lauren Neaves 
said. "It really does help you get 
more confidence for playing at home, 

Women's tennis takes 
on Terrapins tomorrow 
Open season with shutouts of Lamar, Prairie View 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

because you're on your home court, 
you know what to do on your home 
court. Having won those road games 
will allow us to be a little more focused 
for this game and a little more ready 
for the next road set." 

After allowing its opponents 
to shoot a combined 47.5 percent 
in losing its first three WAC road 
games, Rice held Fresno State to just 
33.9percent from the field in a63-59win 
Jan. 20. Neaves scored a season-high 
18 points and added 13 rebounds for 
her fifth double-double of the season, 
and sophomore guard Krystal Frazier 
added 14 points and three assists 

The Lady Owls maintained their 
momentum Saturday by forcing 
Nevada into 25 turnovers — com-
pared to Rice's 14 — which allowed 
them to win the game despite being 
out-shot and out-rebounded. Senior 
forward Michelle Woods led Rice with 
19 points, as the Lady Owls amassed 
their second-highest point total of 
the season. Frazier again contributed 
14 ix>ints, while Neaves and junior 
guard Amber C unningham both added 
13, a career-best for Cunningham. 

"We played with better intensity 
for longer periods of time last week, 
especially at Fresno I State | — we 
have to keep doing that." McKinney 
said. "Offensively, we played re-
ally well at Nevada, and I hope that 
gives us confidence in our abilities 
offensively. I think we have a good 
offensive team, but we haven't shown 
that on a regular basis." 

Frazier said the Lady Owls have 
improved since losing at SMU, La. 
Tech and Tulsa. 

See WOMEN, page 14 

After two 7-0 victories against 
unranked opponents Saturday, the 
women's tennis team will attempt to 
improve its own ranking — currently 
67th—when it faces 52nd-ranked Uni-
versity of Maryland tomorrow at 1 p.m. 
at J ake HessTennis Stadium. At the top 
singles spot, 89th-ranked junior Blair 
DiSesa can improve her individual 
ranking with a win against Maryland's 
40th-ranked Ramona But. 

"I would consider Mar yland a peer 
— I feel like we're ranked a little bit 
low in the initial poll, and Maryland is 
ar ound 50," head coach Roger White 
said. "We have them at our place, but 
it will be a difficult match. They have 
a very young team too — they don't 
have a senior on the squad. We have 
one girl with a national ranking, they 
have one girl with a national ranking 
— it should be close." 

Including tomorrow's match 
against Maryland, the Owls will play 
13 matches against teams currently 
ranked in the nation's top 75 this sea-
son. Rice will play three top-25 teams 
at home — Louisiana State University 
Feb. 6, Tulane University March 19 
and Texas A&M University April 16. 

"Our schedule presents a great 
opportunity," White said. "We have a 
shot to win all of our matches at home, 
and that's really exciting. LSU was 
top-25 last year, and A&M finished 
16th, and I feel like we're on par with 
those teams. We need the experience 
that we're going to gain on the way to 
those matches, but if we do a good job 
in the matches that we have before 
those, we'll be ready to go." 

To compete with those top-25 

teams, the Owls added junior Medeja 
Egic to their roster at midterm. Egic 
played for national junior college 
runner-up Lee College the last two 
seasons, and she teamed with Loli 
Gomez to win the junior college 
doubles championship in 2004. 

'In junior college, you 
can see the difference 
between the first two 
players and the bottom 
players, but here 
... there's not much 
difference from the top 
to the bottom.' 

— Medeja Egic 
Junior tennis player 

Egic made her N CAA debut Satur-
day, and junior Amy Cao and freshmen 
Christine Dao, Dominique Karas and 
Kimberley Patenaude all played their 
first dual matches last weekend. 

"Obviously everybody competed 
in the fall and Medeja comes with two 
years of junior college experience, but 
for all intents and purposes, for five 
girls, these were their first NCAA dual 
matches," White said. "Saturday gave 
them a taste of what that's about — we 
had pretty good attendance, so we got 
them used to that environment." 

In Saturday's first match against 
I>amar University, the Owls began 
their dual-match season by sweeping 

See TENNIS, p a g e 13 

Niemann signs for $5.2 
million with Devil Rays 

by Jonathan Yardley 
mRESHEK EDITORIAL STAFF 

Former Rice right-hander Jeff Nie-
mann, who pitched for the baseball 
team from 2002-'04, signed a contract 
with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays 
Jan. 20 worth at least $5.2 million. 
Niemann could make as much as $5.6 
million, depending on how quickly 
he reaches the major leagues, and 
the contract includes a $3.2 million 
signing bonus. Niemann was the 
Devil Rays' first-round pick in the 
2004 First Year Player Draft and the 
fourth selection overall. 

Rice teammates Philip Humber 
and Wade Townsend (Brown '04) 
were drafted third and eighth overall, 
respectively, making Rice the first 
school ever to have three players 
drafted in the first eight picks. 

Niemann was 5-1 as the midweek 
starter his freshman year before gain-
ing national recognition with a 17-0 
record and 1.70 ERA in Rice's 2003 
national championship season. He was 

named National Player of the Year by 
College Baseball Insider.com and was 
a finalist for the Rotary Smith player of 
the year award. Despite missing part of 
the 2004 season due to injury, N iemann 
finished his Rice career with a 28-4 
career record and 2.41 ERA striking 
out 303 batters in 284.1 innings. 

Niemann, who is 6-foot-9, 
260 pounds, dominated collegiate hit-
ters with a low-90sfastball, a tight slider, 
an improving knuckle-curveball and 
an underused change-up. The Devil 
Rays added Niemann to their 40-man 
roster after he compict"d a physical 
Tuesday. 

Humber signed with the i>?ets 
for $4.2 million Jan. 11. Townsend, 
drafted by the Orioles, hired an agent 
in August and then enrolled at Rice 
for the fall semester in an attempt 
to bypass Major League Baseball 
rules prohibiting amateur draft picks 
from enrolling in school. MLB ruled 
that Townsend, who graduated in 
December with a degree in history, 
must reenter the 2005 draft. 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE W E E K IN S P O R T S 
Saturday 1/29 1 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. Maryland (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 

7 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. San Jose State (Autry Court) 
Lone bright sport for nation's worst D-l program visits Houston. 

Sunday 1/30 1 p.m. Men's Tennis vs. UT-Arllngton (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 

Thursday 2 /3 7:05 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. Boise State (Autry Court) 

BY THE NUMBERS 
The number of total players from selected schools on Super Bowl rosters: 

Rice 
2 

use 
1 UT 

0 
UH 
0 
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Men's tennis drops 
season-opening match 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After an encouraging weekend 
at the seventh annual Met/Rice 
Indoor Invitational, highlighted 
by impressive singles perfor-
mances from many players, the 
men's tennis team regressed 
this week with a 4-3 loss Monday 
to the University of Nebraska in 
the team's first dual match of the 
spring at the Downtown Athletic-
Club at the Met. 

"It was a disappointing loss." 
head coach Ron Smarr said. 
"We've got to compete better." 

The Owls hope to rebound 
from Monday's loss in a dual 
match Sunday against the Uni-
versity ofTexas-Arlington. UTAis 
currently ranked 75th nationally, 
but the Owls defeated the Maver-
icks 7-0 in Arlington last year. 

"I'm already thinking about 
just trying to obliterate my op-
ponent." freshman Hoony Shin 
said. "Everyone is just craving to 
destroy this team after what hap-
pened against Nebraska." 

Rice won the doubles point in 
the dual match against the Corn-
huskers, as junior Robert Searle 
and sophomore Ben Harknett 
easily defeated Joerg Barthel and 
Jose Rivera 8-2. and the team of se-
nior Take Morita and sophomore 
Jason M ok edged J ames Clow and 
Gerhard Posch 8-5. With junior 
Tony Haerle out sick, five Owls 
were forced to move up in the 
singles lineup, leaving only Searle 
playing in his normal position. 
Searle won easily at the top spot, 
beating Posch 6-1,6-0. Shin, fresh 
off his victory in the 'B' singles 
flight of the Met/Rice Invitational, 
maintained his momentum and 
beat Joel Reckewey 7-5, 6-0 at 
the sixth position. But Harknett. 
freshman Filip Sivojinovic, Mok 
and junior Rodrigo Gabriel lost at 
the second through fifth positions, 
and the Cornhuskers edged Rice 
for a 4-3 victory. 

Smarr said the match taught his 
young team a lesson, and he hoped 
it would motivate the team to play 
better in future dual matches. 

"We've got to play tougher and 
fight harder," Smarr said. "The 
schedule is not easy — I don't 
want it to be easy. If we want to 
make it to the NCAA tournament 
and do some damage, we'll have 
to beat some good teams." 

The Met/Rice Indoor Invita-
tional over the weekend, however, 
yielded better results for the Owls. 
In a tournament that featured top-
ranked Baylor University and a 
total of four top-16 teams, the Owls 
had two doubles teams advance to 
the finals of the 'B' flight, and Shin 
won the 'B' flight singles title with 
a 7-5, 6-3 victory over Kentucky's 
Carey Rubin. Shin's title was his 
second of the year after winning 
the 'B1' flight at the South Carolina 
Fall Invitational in October. 

"I am definitely comfortable 
at the position I'm playing," Shin 
said. "The tournament this week-
end was really a jumpstart to the 
season for me individually." 

Shin was successful in doubles 
also, as he and Gabriel advanced 
to the 'B' flight championship 
match, where they were to face 
Mok and Morita, but the match 
was not played since both teams 
were from Rice. 

In the 'A' flight, Harknett 
narrowly lost to defending 
NCAAchampion Benjamin Beck-
er, 7-6, 7-6 in the second round, 
and third-seeded Searle—playing 
in his second tournament since 
having arthroscopic knee surgery 
last fall — advanced to the semifi-
nals, where he lost to top-seeded 
Benedikt Dorsch. 

"Rob got to the semis and 
lost to the best player in the 
country," Smarr said. "In my 
opinion, [ Dorsch 1 has been the 
best player in the country for the 
past four years." 

In the 'A' doubles flight, the 
fourth-seeded team of Harknett 
and Searle advanced to the semi-
finals before narrowly losing to 
Joey Atas and Chris Klingemann 
of Ohio State 9-7. 

The tournament marked the 
debut of Zivojinovic, who hails 
from Serbia and Montenegro. 
Zivojinovic was seeded second 
in the 'B' flight, and he defeated 
Dominic Ozanne of Ohio State 
University and Oscar Roman 
from A&M-Corpus Christi before 
falling in the quarterfinals to sixth-
seeded Guillaumme Tonelli of 
Tvler Junior College, 7-6, 6-4. 

Zivojinovic said he was opti-
mistic that he will improve as the 
season progresses. 

"I hope that I can be a good 
part of this team that has a great 
future.'' Zivojinovic said. "We can 
< niv get better.'' 

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION 

Y O U C A N P 0 IT! For advice and support to help you Quft 
Smoking contact wellnmg'tlce.edu or call 
713-341-5105 (Wee students only) ® 

Owls slip to third in WAC with loss to Nevada 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRESHER STAFF 

After losing its first home game 
since March 2004 on Saturday, the 
men's basketball team heads west this 
week to play the University of Hawaii 
and San Jose State University as it 
attempts to reassert itself among the 
Western Athletic Conference elite. 

The Owls (10-5,5-2) sitalone in third 
place in the WAC following a home split 
last weekend against Fresno State Uni-
versity and the University of Nevada. 
Last night Rice faced Hawaii (10-5,2-5), 
a team whose average margin of defeat 
is just 2.2 points after an unblemished 
non-conference schedule. After going 
1-17 in the WAC last year, tomorrow's 
opponent, San Jose State (4-12,1-6), is 
currently tied for last place in the confer-
ence, but the Owls have won just one 
of five road games this season. 

With the Owls' 62-59loss to Nevada 
(144.7-1) Saturday—just their second 
home WAC loss in the last two seasons 
—Rice faces an uphill climb both in the 
conference standings and in its attempt 
to merit consideration for an at-large 
berth into the NCAA tournament. 

"I don't know if [the Hawaii and San 
Jose State games] are must-win, but 
they're important games," head coach 
Willis Wilson (Will Rice '82) said. "It's 
basketball, and there's nothing life 
threatening about the situation we're in. 
We've got a really good basketball team, 
and we played well the last game on the 
road—we're going to try to carry over 
from this [loss to Nevada! and wbat we 
did last time on the road. We're going to 
have to show... resilience and bounce 
back and be ready to play." 

In the loss to Nevada, the Owls 
scored a season-low 59 points and shot 
a season-worst 37.5 percent from the 
field, well below their conference-lead-
ing 48.9 percent average. 

'Time is on our side, but time is 
also of the essence," Wilson said. 'We 
have to develop a level of urgency. The 
free throw percentage wasn't there, we 
shot the worst field goal percentage that 
we've shot all year. I think the good thing 
is that we can fix those things if we're 
mature enough to recognize how fine a 
line we're walking in those areas." 

Rice's two senior stars, forward Mi-
chael Harrisand guardjason McKrieth. 
led the team Saturday, combining for 
37 points. Although McKrieth tied 
career highs with two blocks and five 
steals, only five Owls scored at all. and 
two starters — freshman forward Pat-
rick Britton and sophomore point guard 
lx>renzo Williams — were scoreless. 

"We need those guys," McKrieth 
said. "We need one through 16. Asmuch 
as other teams come in here and ftxus 
on me and Mike.vou have to rely on the 
rest of those guys. Ihose young guys 
are very talented, and they've just got 
to be confident when they get on the 
floor— play aggressive and not focus 
on not making mistakes." 

McKrieth said the Owis will be 
prepared when they face the Wolf 
Pack in Reno. Nev. Feb. 16. even 
though Rice has won just one road 
game this season. 

"You've just got to take the posi-

MARSHALl ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Senior guard Jason McKrieth drives for a lay-up in the Owls' 62-59 loss to Nevada 
Saturday. The Owls continue WAC piay at San Jose State tomorrow at 4 p.m. 

fives from [the loss]," McKrieth said. 
"It's going to stay a little bit, because 
you've got to protect your home court 
We had them in our house and we 
didn't hold serve [Saturday]. We're 
going to play them a second time, 
and the second time around well be 
ready for them." 

YVilson said Nevada drew on its 
N CAA tournament experience from last 
year, when the Wolf Pack reached the 
Sweet 16, in defeating the Owls. 

"There were a lot of little things 
that just got away from us, and I think 
a lot of it is maturity and a lot of it is 
confidence," Wilson said. "We need 
to be in games like this to learn from 
and grow from. You don't have to play 
perfect basketball, but you do have 
to be four or five possessions bet-
ter. [Nevada] played with an NCAA 
Sweet-16 level of confidence for 
40 minutes, and that's something 
we've got to learn how to do." 

Senior guard Brock Gillespie does 
not lack confidence, however, and 
came oil the bench to score 19 |M>mts 
in t he < )wls 83-68win over Fresno State 
111-<>. 5-3), including 15 in the lirst half. 
< lillespie also made all six of his field-
goal attempts, including three from 
three-point range. He combined with 

junior forward J.R Harrison, recently ^ 
relegated to a bench role in favor of 
junior forward Jamaal Moore, to shoot 
13-16 for 34 points. 

'We really don't like coming off 
the bench, so we've got a chip [on our 
shouldersl already, but that's another 
story," Gillespie said. "We can just score ^ 
quick. I'm a streaky player, so when 1 
get going, I get going." 

Harrison has averaged 12 points 
and 4.7 rebounds in three games as 
a non-starter. 

"I don't think I was playing as h;ird as 
I could play, so I've just started to come _ 
out these games and just play hard and " 
bring intensity," I larrison said. "Open 
shots. I'll knock them down here and 
there, but I'm not going to force it." 

While the game-and-a-half deficit 
Rice faces in the WAC is not insur 
mountable, Wilson said the Owls 
must continue to improve if they are to ^ 
contend for the regular-season title. 

"There's two types of learning we 
need to go through." Wilson said."()ne 
is on the court in practice every day 
and getting more out ot the time we re 
spending. Then, in game situations, 
we've got to learn to think practically m 
about the things that we're trying to 
execute." 

p l a y f u | ^ 

t e a m m a t e . 
If you're any or all of the above, then we want you to audition 

for Rice's newest longform improv ensemble. Seriously. 

No improv experience necessary, 
M Ch *:-c K \ life experience preferred. 

I j f ..*•-* f' \ V "7' 

Visit www.massivecreativity.com 
A T I V I T Y today to set up your audition. 

C R E 

http://www.massivecreativity.com
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Robinson sets weight throw mark 
by Josh Cooley 

FOR THE THRESHER 

Despite strongly preferring the 
outdoor season because she can 
compete in her preferred event, 
the discus, junior thrower Krystal 
Robinson broke the school record 
in the weight throw last weekend at 
the Leonard Hilton Memorial Meet 
at the University of Houston. 

Robinson matriculated at Rice unfa-
miliar with the indoor season since her 
high school track and field team only 
competed during the outdoor season. 

"I still don't really like indoor 
track because of the whole enclosed 
environment," Robinson said. 

But Robinson's throw of 49 feet, 
1 inch was a foot-and-a-half better than 
her previous personal best, and the 
toss earned her a sixth-place finish 
and two points for Rice. 

The Owls finished 4th of 12 teams 
with 55 points, just onepoint behind UH. 
Rice ranked third entering the meefs 
final event, the 1,600-meter relay, but 
coaches decided not to enter a team in 
the event so as not to risk injury. 

"There was definite improvement 
from the team's performance at its first 
meet of the season," assistant coach Jim 
Bevan said. "We don't have just but a 
handful of seniors, and we do have quite 

a few freshmen, so I think we're going 
to get better with every meet" 

Junior Funmi Jimoh scored points 
in three events, finishing second in 
the long jump by jumping 19-3.5, run-
ning fourth in the 60-meter hurdles 
in 8.85 seconds and taking fifth in the 
60 meters with a time of 7.72 seconds. 
Senior Yvonne Umeh placed in two 
events, finishing third in the 60 and 
200meters in 7.51 and 24.91 seconds, 
respectively. 

'There was definite 
improvement from the 
team's performance 
at the first meet of the 
season I think we 're 
going to get better with 
every meet.' 

— Jim Bevan 
Women's track assistant coach 

The Owls earned 23 of their 
55 points in distance events. Ten of 
those points came from the team of 

junior Anna Reeve, freshman Chan-
dra Ewing, freshman Callie Wells 
and junior Kate Gorry that won the 
distance medley relay in 12:17.51. 
Former soccer player and junior 
Sarah Yoder, who has two years of 
track eligibility remaining, took third 
in the five-kilometer run in 18:33.50, 
and freshman Laura Kelley followed 
with a sixth-place finish in 18:40.46. 

Before her contribution to the DMR 
team, Wells finished fourth in the mile 
with a time of 5:03.89, and freshman 
M arissa Daniels followed Wells in fifth. 
Yoder said she attributes the team's 
success to its training, as the Owls are 
increasing the number of miles they 
run in preparation for the Western 
Athletic Conference Championships 
Feb. 23-26 in Boise, Idaho 

"We're doing a lot of speed work 
and tempo runs," Yoder said. 

The Owls will not compete this 
weekend but return to Yeoman 
Fieldhouse Feb. 5 for the Houston 
Indoor Classic, when the team will 
again run, jump and throw against 
UH, among other teams. 

Robinson said she iseagerto return 
to competition despite her preference 
for the outdoor season. "I think I can 
do a lot better than I did at this past 
meet," Robinson said. "So I suspect 
IU break (the record) again." 

Martel, Jones, Wiess roll in coed flag 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Sid Richardson has won four of 
the last five flag football champion-
ships (Powderpuff twice, freshman 
flag this year and men's flag last 
year), losing only in last year's 
coed championship game. Sid will 
attempt to add a coed flag title to 

J its resume this spring and got off 
to a solid start by breezing to a 34-0 
win over Will Rice Monday night. In 
the other game in the Monday night 
Gray League, defending champion 
Jones crushed GSA 22-0. The Gray 
League includes three of last year's 

* four playoff teams: Jones, Sid and 
Hanszen. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

A graduate student reaches for an extra yard in GSA's 22-0 loss to Jones Monday. 

In Sunday's Blue League action, 
Wiess, the other playoff team from 
last year, opened with a 25-6 win over 
Baker. Martel, whose football program 
has improved recently this year, 
mauled Brown 46-0. This weekend, 
Martel takes on Baker in a crucial 
Blue Ix-ague game, while Lovctt plays 
Brown. ()n Monday, I lanszen opens its 
campaign against Will Rice, and Sid will 
be a heavy favorite against perennial 
football doormat GSA. 

Men's College Soccer 
Brown and Will Rice played the 

closest game of the season's opening 
weekend, as Brown Rained revenge for 
two defeats in the fall intramural season 
with a 3-2 win Saturday. In the second 
game in the Premier Division, which 
also features favorite Jones, Baker 
beat Martel 5-1. Jones and Brown will 
square off in one of several north col-
lege matchups tomorrow, with Will Rice 
taking on familiar foe Martel. 

In the Champions Division, two-time 
defending champion GSA crushed 

Lovctt 7-0, and Sid eased past I lanszen 
4-1. Sid, one of the group favorites, faces 
playoff contender Wiess Sunday, while 
less formidable Livett and Hanszen 
meet in the first game. 

Women's College Soccer 
Three of the five te^rr.s that did 

not forfeit a game last year will play 
in the same division of the season 
that begins tomorrow. Defending 
champion Wiess opens its season 
against Martel, with (iSA taking on 
Brown in the second game. 

Distance runners impress at UH 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The men's track and field team 
began the indoor season with an 

9 impressive showing at the Ijeonard 
Hilton Memorial Meet at the Univer-
sity of Houston Friday. Rice finished 
5th out of 12 teams with 40 points, 
despite sending only 14 team members. 
Distance runners paced the Owls, as 
sophomore Pablo Solares came within 

£ five seconds of the school record in the 
mile, finishing in second place with a 
time of 4 minutes, 8 seconds. Junior 
Aaron Redman and sophomore Ste-
phen Magness took the top two spots 
in the 800 meters, finishing in 1:55.08 
and 1:55.65, respectively. 

"I'm a little surprised at how fit we 
• actuallyarerightnowwithoutreallyput-

ting in a ton ofhard workouts," Magness 
said. "But I think it helps with me and 
Aaron running as a team, just feeding 
off each other — that really helped in 
the race, helping us to go one-two." 

Later in the meet, Solares, Redman 
and Magness teamed with freshman 
Colby Keithan to finish second in the 

distance medley relay in 10:15:70. 
Sophomore Eric Spear and junior 
Bahnsen Miller ran with Solares and 
Redman in the 4x400-meter relay, post-
ing a fourth- place time of 3:23:11. 

7 didn't expect them 
to be that good, but I 
didn 7 expect them to 
be bad either — you 're 
never really sure what's 
going to happen.' 

— Jon Warren (Jones '88) 
Head men's 

track and field coach 

Redman said he was pleased 
with the team's results, especially 
on the notoriously slow Yeoman 
Fieldhouse track. 

"It was really exciting because we 
went into that meet with the intention 

of racingwell, and that's what everyone 
did there," Redman said. 'The times 
were a little slow, but that's to be ex-
pected this early in the season, and at 
UH, but we all raced well." 

Head coach Jon W a r r e n 
0 ones '88) said he was unsure of what 
to expect at the team's first meet after 
just one week of practice. 

"[In] the first indoor race you don't 
have any expectations," Warren said. "I 
didn't expect them to be that good, but 
1 didn't expect them to be bad either 
— you're never really sure what's 
going to happen. I really think Pablo 
and Aaron ran phenomenally. [A time 
ofj 4:08 on that track for Pablo ... that 
early [in the season ] is impressive. We 
didn't cut back for that meet at all—we 
did a hard workout on Wednesday and 
ran decent miles on Thursday." 

UH won the meet with 123 points, 
while UTplaced second with 108 points 
and Stephen F. Austin amassed 50 
points to finish third. 

The Owls will not compete this 
weekend but will return to the 
Yeoman Fieldhouse Feb. 5 for the 
Houston Indoor Classic. 

TENNIS 
From page 11 
the three doubles matches. Fgic 
and Cao beat Marion Brument and 
Marine Leroy 80; senior Trade 
Chongand Patenaude edged Hayley 
Bakker and Kendal Gibbs 80, while 
DiSesa and Karas cruised past An-
drea Martinez and Tara Shelander 
at the top doubles spot, 8-1. 

"I was pretty nervous — my 
first match I played doubles with 
Blair at No. 1, on center court, and 
I served first," Karas said. "The 
first point went fine, but then I 
sort of realized that it was my first 
dual match, and I double faulted 
the next two points — I was really 
tight. But after that game, it went 
well and was a lot of fun." 

Rice did not drop a set in sweep-
ing the six singles matches to record 
a 7-0 victory against the Cardinals. 

In their afternoon match against 
Prairie View A&M University, the 
Owls swept all 24 games in the three 
doubles matches and lost just one 
game in the six singles matches. 

"The girls trained very hard, and 
they prepared very well," White 
said. "They went out and took care 
of business, whether it was a com-
petitive match or one where there 
was a gap in their skill level. They 
were very professional." 

Egic, who played at the fifth 
singles spot against Prairie View, 
said she noticed a difference in the 
caliber of players at the NCAA level 
as compared to junior college. 

"Ifs more intense and more 
competitive," Egic said. "In junior 
college, you can see the difference 
between the first two players and 
the bottom players, but here ifs 
really competitive, and there's not 
much difference from the top to the 
bottom. But at the same time, a dual 
match is still a dual match, and I've 
played a lot of those before." 

After playing with Karas 
against Lamar, DiSesa teamed 
with Patenaude at the No. 1 
doubles spot against Prairie View. 
White said the structure of college 
tennis—the team that wins at least 
two of the three doubles matches 
gets one point — dictates how he 
structures his doubles lineup. 

"College tennis has changed a 
lot with the idea that in doubles, 
three matches are only worth 
one point," White said. "We have 
to be prepared for two different 
scenarios—if a team comes in and 
has a really good No. 1 team, or 
if an opponent has doubles teams 
that are more spread out." 

ATTN: 
ALL MAJORS 

— Free Screening — 
C N N ' D o i u r n c n t a r v explore* chal lenges ol our e d u c a t i o n system by fo l lowing four new ' leach r o t 

America corps member* work ing in some of the na t ion * toughes t schools 

MED STUDENTS 
— Med School Panel — 

D o c t o r s and med s t u d e n t s talk abou t wbv be ing a Teach Fot America corps m e m b e r 

\s a good o p t i o n fot those w h o w a n t to go to inedivul school . 

"MO pm ' Kyle i 

T E A C H F O F I A M E R I C A 
w w w . t e a c h f o r a m e r i c a . o r g 

I'm n ut:,><!< of ;il! .< •!<< itirri'y •/ '. i nl: .itUi* ", *l>ni hi'Atth bc/irfh. 

2005 International Service Project 
San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala 

May I5th-29th 

come 
serve 

make a difference 

Curious? Want to apply? 
www.rice.edu/service 

DEADLINE February l lth 

Sponsored by the 
Community Involvement Center 

http://www.teachforamerica.org
http://www.rice.edu/service
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WOMEN 
From page 11 

"As a team, we're increasing," 
Frazier said. "We're working hard in 
practice on our focus, and hopefully 
that will carry over to games. Those 
early losses were wake-up calls, and 
now with those two road wins, we 
have a lot of confidence." 

The Lady Owls hope to parlay that 
confidence into theirfourth consecutive 
top-two finish in the conference. But 
they will have to face a more difficult 
schedule to do so — the WAC ranks 
seventh nationally in conference RPI 
(see box, below). 

"The WAC is relatively open this 
year," Neaves said. "There are several 
different teams that can take the 
WAC, so we can't just look at Louisi-
ana Tech. We need to open our eyes 
to the other teams because they're 
doing very well right now—we need 
to be ready for everybody." 

La. Tech is still undefeated in WAC 
play, but the LadyTechsters have trailed 

or been tied at halftime in four of their 
seven conference games, including 
three times at home, where they have 
never lost since joining the conference. 
The Lady Techsters should improve 
as the season progresses, however, 
as preseason WAC Player of the Year 
EricaTaylorsawherfirstplayingtimeof 
the season last weekend against SMU. 
Taylor's return means that la. Tech 
will in all likelihood once again be the 
favorite to secure theirfourth consecu-
tive WAC tournament championship 
— and the accompanying automatic 
NCAA tournament berth — March 
8-12 in Reno, Nev. 

"It's important to peak during the 
WAC tournament," Neaves said. "We 
don't want to have our best beginning 
of the season and then start getting 
complacent. Our goal is to keep 
on getting better throughout the 
season and get ready for the WAC 
tournament." 

BY THE 

20-24 

w m m q «tate m meg aa 
Jan. 20.2005 — Autry Court 

Ftosno St. 
Rice 

Attendance — 2.419 

34 34 — 68 
41 42 — 83 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

MCE US NEVADA 74 
Jan. 22. 2005 
Lawlor Events Center — Reno, Nev. 

Rice 
Nevada 

46 37 — 83 
33 41 — 74 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

NEVAPA 92 RICE 59 
Jan. 22. 2005 — Autry Court 

Nevada 
Rice 

34 28 — 62 
25 34 — 59 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL RPI 
WAC teams this year: (of 328) 
La. Tech 10 
Tulsa 32 
SMU 52 
Hawaii 60 
Rice 62 

Historical Conference RPI (of 31) 
2004- '05 7 
2003- '04 13 
2002- '03 10 
2001- '02 1 2 

Nevada (14-4, 7-1) 
Charlo 0-2 3 4 3. Pinkney 4-7 2-4 10, Fazekas 5-12 1-2 
11, Shiloh 4-10 2-4 10. Sessions 4-10 6-1115, Taylor 
2-5 0-0 6. Washington 2 4 1-2 5, Bell 1-3 0-0 2 
Totals: 22-53 15-27 62 

Rice (10-5, 5-2) 
Moore 2-3 4-4 9. Harris 7-15 5-7 19. Britton 0-1 0-1 
0. Williams 0-5 0-0 0, McKrieth 7-12 4-6 18, Gillespie 
2-9 0-0 6. Packevicius 0-0 0-1 0, Harrison 3-8 0-0 7, 
Almond 0-3 0-0 0. Killings 0-0 0-0 0 
Totals: 21-56 13-19 59 

Three-point goals — Nevada 3-11 (Charlo 0-1, Fazekas 
0-1, Shiloh 0-3, Sessions 1-2, Taylor 2 4), Rice 4-21 
(Moore 1-1, Harris 0-3, Williams 0-2, McKrieth 0-3, 
Gillespie 2-6. Harrison 1-5, Almond 0-1) 

Rebounds — Nevada 46 (Fazekas 10), Rice 31 
(Harris 12) 

Rebounds 
slar 8) 

Nevada 11 (Shiloh 4), Rice 11 (McKrieth 

Attendance — 2.945 

Assists 
4) 

Jan. 20, 2005 
Save Mart Center -

Rice 
Fresno St. 

Attendance — 3,527 

- Fresno, Calif. 

23 25 — 48 
32 43 — 75 

Proceeds to be donated to the 
Memorial Hermann Foundation 

February 11-13, 2005 

Tournament information and an entry form can be 
obtained at the following website: 

www.mathews-rball.net 

Tournament Director & Co-Representative: Michael Mathews 
Co-Representative: Roger Hertzberg of Team Ektelon 

Staff: Stephen Chen, Mike Lazarow, Bob Fennel! 

The Recreation Center is co-sponsoring this tournament. Rice students will 
receive a significant discount if they would like to participate. You don't have to 
be a pro to play, and you can come watch some advanced players play! 

famamDN 
™523-7770 

fienn 

Best 
Western R O D E W A Y 

I N N 

C omfort 
I N N 

BY CHOICE HOTELS 

M E N S T E N N I S 

MET/RICK INDOOR 
INVITATIONAL 

Rice (11-7,4-3) 
Neaves 5-113-413, Fulton 3-10 0 0 7, Woods 8-13 O l 
19. Frazier 6-14 2-3 14. Elder 1-3 0-0 2. Singleton 0-1 
0-0 0, Riverin 1-2 OO 2, McCauley 1-3 1-2 3, Stovall 
1-2 OO 2, Berezhinska OO 0-0 0, Cunningham 5-5 0-0 
13. Peck 2-4 0-0 4, Loggins 2-5 0-0 4 
Totals: 35-73 6-10 83 

Nevada (5-13,1-7) 
Bankston 6-7 8-8 20, Graham 8-14 3-4 22. Preslar 
4-8 5-8 13, McGuire 4-8 2-2 10, Young 1-5 3-3 5. 
Massey OO OO 0, Saltmarsh 0-2 0-0 0. Sitton 0-2 
OO 0, Franklin 2-4 OO 4 
Totals: 25-50 21-25 74 

Three point goals — Rice 7-10 (Fulton 1-1, Woods 
3-4, McCauley 0-1, Cunningham 3-3, Loggins 0-1), 
Nevada 3-8 (Graham 3-5, Preslar 0-1, McGuire 0-1, 
Sitton 0-1)) 

Rice 33 (Neaves 8), Nevada 35 (Pre-

Assists — Rice 16 (Frazier 4), Nevada 12 (Graham. 
Preslar 4) 

Attendance — 2.685 

RICE 63 FRESNO STATE 59 

Jan. 21-23. 2005 — Downtown Club at the Met 

5lngl«s A 
Round of 32 
Harknett (RU) def. Chow (Neb.) 7-5. 6 1 
Haerle (RU) def. Portnov (Baylor) 6-4, 6-4 
Gubser (Texas) def Mok (RU) 62.6-1 
Saarte (RU) def. Beale (Texas) 6-4, 6-4 
Klingeman (Ohio St.) def. Gabriel (RU) 6-2, 7-5 
Round of 16 
Becker (Baylor) def Harknett (RU) 7-6 7-6 
Mulling; (UVA) def. Haerta (RU) 6-3.6-2 
Searle (RU) def. Eberly (Ohio St.) 46,6-3, &4 
Quarterfinals 
Searle (RU) def. Chodkiewicz (Texas) 6-3,60 
Singles A Semifinals 
Dorsch (Baylor) def. Searle (RU) 6-1,6-2 

Singles B 
Round of 32 
Zivojlnovlc (RU) def. Ozanne (Ohio St.) 6-3. 6-3 
Shin (RU) def. Plasencia (TAMU-CC) &2.6-1 
Karner (Neb.) def. Venson (RU) 6-3,64 
Morita (RU) def. Bacaicoa (TAMU-CC) 7-6, 6 4 
Reckewey (Neb.) def. Robb (RU) 6-2, 7-5 
Greenberg (RU) def. Becker (UTSA) 6-3,6-2 
Round of 16 
ZlvoJInovic (RU) def. Roman (TAMU-CC) 6-3,6-3 
Shin (RU) def. Jones (Neb.) 60.6-2 
Morita (RU) def. Tafazoli (ACU) 6-3.6-3 
Diaz-Barriga (Texas) def. Greenberg (RU) 6-4, 6-4 
Quarterfinals 
Tonelli (Tyler JC) def. Zlvojinovic (RU) 7-6. 6-4 
Shin (RU) def. Snyder (Texas) 4-6, 60. 6-1 
Rubin (Ky.) def. Morita (RU) 1-6, 64, 7-5 
Semifinals 
Shin (RU) def. Tonelli (Tyler JC) 6-1,6-2 
Finals 
Shin (RU) def. Rubin (Ky.) 7-5. 6-3 

Singles A Consolation Draw 
Round of 16 
Mok (RU) def. Barthel (Neb ), default (inj.) 
Szatmary (Neb.) def. Gabriel (RU) 6-2, 6-2 
Singles A Consolation Draw Quarterfinals 
Portnov (Baylor) def. Mok (RU) 6-3. 6-3 

Singles B Consolation Draw 
Round of 16 
Reckewey (Baylor) def. Venson (RU) 6-1. 3 6 108 
Herrera (Tyler JC) del. Robb (RU) 60, 6 3 

Doubles A 
Round of 16 
Haerle/Zivojlnovlc (RU) def. Barthel/Rivera (Neb ), 8-1 
Searle/Harknett (RU) def. Eberl/Martens (Ohio St.), 8-3 
Quarterfinals 
Atas/Klingeman .Ohio St.) de'. Haerle/ Zlvojinovic (RU) 98 
Searle/Harknett (RU) def Rozek/Riley (UVA) 8 5 
Doubles A Semifinals 
Atas/Klingeman (Ohio St I def Searle/Harknett (RU) 98 

Doubles B 
Round of 16 
Mok/ Morita (RU) bye 
Greenberg/Venson (RU) def. Hicks/Puglia (ASU). 8 4 
Gabriel/Shin (RU) def. Jones/Kamer (Neb ), &3 
Quarterfinals 
Mok/ Morita (RU) def. Clow/Posch (Neb \ 8-5 
Chaves/Olfindo (UTSA) del Green berg/Venson (RU) 8-5 
Gabrlel/Shln (RU) def Deussner/Mihailovic (Texas) 98 
Semifinals 
Mok/ Morita (RU) def. Chaves/Olfindo (UTSA) 84 
Gabrlel/Shln (RU) def Becker/Portois (Baylor) 84 
Finals 
Mok/ Morita (RU) vs. Gabriel/Shin (RU) DNP 

NEBRASKA 4, RICE 3 
Jan. 24. 2005 — Downtown Club at the Met 

Singles 
1 Searle (RU) def. Posch (Neb ) 6-1, 6 0 
2. Szatmary (Neb ) def Harknett (RU) 6-4. 76 
3. Barthel (Neb ) def. Zivojinovic (RU) 70, 6-2 
4. Clow (Neb.) def. Mok (RU) 6-3. 7-6 
5. Rivera (Neb ) def Gabriel (RU) 62 . 6-4 
6. Shin (RU) def. Reckewey (Neb.) 7-5. 6-0 

Doubles 
1 Searle/Harknett (RU) def Barthel/Rivera (Neb ) 8-2 
2. Reckewey/Szatmary (Neb ) d. Gabriel/Shin (RU) 8-3 
3 Mok/Morita (RU) def Clow/Posch (Neb.) 85 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M Q RICE 7 
Jan. 22. 2005 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Singles 
1. DiSesa (RU) def. Dawkins (PVAM) 6-0, 6 0 
2. Patenaude (RU) def Majors (PVAM) 61. 6 0 
3. Dao (RU) def. Scurry (PVAM) 60, 6 0 
4 Karas (RU) def. McCleary (PVAM) 60. 6 0 
5 Egic (RU) def. Magaya (PVAM) 60. 6 0 
6. Cao (RU) def Chacon (PVAM) 60. 6-0 
Doubles 
1. DiSesa/Patenaude (RU) def. Dawkins/Majors (PVAM) 80 
2. Chong/Karas (RU) def. Scurry/McCleary (PVAM) 8 0 
3. Cao/Egx. (RU) def Magaya/Chacon (PVAM) 80 

LAMAR 0 RICE 7 
Jan 22, 2005 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Singles 
1 DiSesa (RU) def Martinez (LU) 7-6 (2), 6 0 
2. Chong (RU) def. Shelander (LU) 7-6 (4). 6 3 
3. Patenaude (RU) def. Gibbs (LU) 6-1. 6 2 
4. Dao (RU) def. Bakker (LU) 6-2, 6-2 
5. Karas (RU) def Brument (LU) 6-2. 6-1 
6. Cao (RU) def Leroy (LU) 6-1, &2 

Doubles 
1 DiSesa/Karas (RU) def. Martinez/Shelander (LU) 8 1 
2. Chong/Patenaude (RU) def. Bakker/Glbbs (LU) 8 6 
3. Cao/Egic (RU) def Brument/Leroy (LU) 80 
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TRACK & FIELD 

Jan. 21, 2005 — Yeoman Fieldhouse 

Men's Team Standings (total of 12 teams) 
1. Houston 123 
2. Texas 108 
3. Stephen F. Austin 50 
4. Texas State 41 .5 
5. Rice 40 
6. McNeese 23 
7. Southern 19 

Women's Team Standings (total of 14 teams) 
1. Miami 108 
2. Texas 92 
3. Houston 56 
4. Rice 55 
5. Stephen F. Austin 5 1 
6. Texas State 41 .5 
7. Southeastern Louisiana 21.5 
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CALENFT&JI 
FRIDAY 28 
You're so wise. You're like a 
miniature Buddha, covered with 
hair. 

Today is the last day to add 
courses without a fee as well as 
add a course without obtaining 
the instructor's permission. 

For Sandler: What's the defini-
tion of bravery? A man with 
diarrhea chancing a fart! 

Today is the registration 
deadline for intramural tennis 
doubles, coed ultimate and coed 
inner-tube water polo teams. 

SATURDAY 29 
Little people's concert. 

— p 
Come enjoy an entertaining 
program featuring Peter and 
the Wolf for children of all 
ages by the Shepherd School 
Symphony Orchestra at 11 a.m. 
in the Stude Concert Hall in 
the Shepherd School of Music. 
Admission is free. For more in-
formation, contact Tom Littman 
at (713) 348-4933. 

Ace in your face! 

The women's tennis team faces 
»( the University of Maryland at 

1 p.m. in the Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. Come cheer on your 
talented peers! 

More like San Noway you'll win. 

Come watch the women's 
J? ,1 basketball team as it faces San 

Jose State at 7 p.m. at Autry 
Court. The Lady Owls need 

your support to dispose of their 
WAC foe. 

Did you hear about the lepers' 
poker game? One guy threw in 
his hand, and the other three 
laughed their heads off. 

Lovett College hosts an Indiana 
Jones and the Casino of Doom 
Party from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
in the Lovett Commons. How 
much of a high roller are you? 

SUNDAY 

Australian Open? Nahhh, it's 
Owl time! 

The men's tennis team chal-
lenges the University of Texas-
Arlington at 1 p.m. in the Jake 
Hess Tennis Stadium. Come 
support our players as they 
show their opponents the true 
meaning of love. 

MONDAY 

What did Cinderella say when 
she left the photo store? Some-
day my prints will come ... 

Today is the deadline to submit 
your photo to the Sixth Annual 
International Programs Photo 
Contest. Please submit entries 
to the International Programs 
Office in the Student Center by 
5 p.m. 

How does herpes leave the hos-
pital? On crotches. 

Pianist Thomas Jaber and 
undergraduate voice students 
present "A Concert of Songs 
and Arias" at 8 p.m. in the Stude 

Concert Hall of the Shepherd 
School of Music. Admission 
is free. For more information, 
contact Tom Littman at (713) 
3484933. 

TUESDAY i 

2 0 

Sex Is like a card game - if you 
don't have a good partner, you 
better have a good hand! 

The International Programs 
Office hosts a seminar entitled 
"What Seniors Wish They Knew 
When They Were Freshmen" 
at 7 p.m. tonight and tomorrow 
night in the Kelley lounge of 
the Student Center. This ice 
cream social features seniors 
who share words of wisdom 
about academic, career and 
international opportunities at 
Rice. 

Ragin' Cajun Night 

The South Colleges Servery 
hosts Cajun Night in the Wiess 
and Hanszen Commons from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

A poor man who lived in Paris 
decided to rob the Louvre. The 
next morning he got in his van 
and headed for the museum. 
He cleverly snuck through the 
crowds and guards and stole a 
few paintings. During his get-
away, he ran out of gas, and the 
cops caught him. When they 
asked him what he was doing, 
he replied, "I didn't have the 
Monet for the Gauss to make 
the Van Gogh." 

The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston hosts a special event 
for Rice students from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. to celebrate the 
Passport to Houston program. 
Students are invited to join 
President Leebron under the 
Sallyport at 6:15 p.m. and 
ride the METRO light rail to 

the museum. Please RSVP to 
passport@rice. edu. 

Happy Birthday Norway! 

Violinist Tor Johan Boen and 
pianist Jason Hardink perform 
a commemorative concert to 
celebrate the 2005 centennial 
of Norway's independence at 
8 p.m. in the Duncan Recital 
Hall of the Shepherd School of 
Music. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

WEDNESDAY 

Emigration 101 

'Hie Study Abroad Office 
hosts a Step One Session 
every Wednesday afternoon at 
4 p.m. in the Meyer Conference 
Room of the Student Center. 
This meeting is essential for 
all those considering studying 
abroad this coming summer or 
semester. 

THURSDAY ^ 

The state of Delaware ranks 
first in Ritalin consumption in 
the United States. 

The James A. Baker 111 Institute 
for Public Policy is proud to 
host a lecture featuring Joseph 
R. Biden Jr., Democratic senator 
from Delaware. The lecture will 
take place at 7 p.m. in the l)ore 
Commons of Baker Hall. Please 
RSVP by contacting BISF&rice. 
r.du by Monday, Jan. 31. 

Never play leap frog with a 
unicorn. 

The men's basketball team 
hosts Boise State at 7:05 p.m. 
at Autry Court. Come cheer on 
All-American Michael Harris 
and the rest of your Rice Owls. 

Before the Beatles 

Tony R. Judt, a professor from 
New York University presents 
a lecture entitled, "Before the 
Beatles: Rethinking the 1950s in 
Europe" at 8 p.m. in Room 100 
of Herring Hall. 

FRIDAY 4 
That's deep man. Like that ac-
tor, lohnny Is it? 

James Joyce, a professor at 
the University of Michigan, 
presents the lecture "Ratifi-
ability Revisited: Is it rational 
to perform actions one knows 
one will rue?" at 4 p.m. in Room 
117 of the Humanities Building. 

Old School Rap 

Jones College hosts an Old 
School Rap Party from 10 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. in the Jones Commons. 
If you ain't down wit dat, you 
know to come rock the 356, yo. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 

Campus Mail: Calendar 

Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 

available on the Thresher office 

door. 

Submissions are printed on a 

space available basis. 
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NEW RICE SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Fridays and Saturdays, 5:30 PM-10:30 PM 
to University/Kelvin and Kinko's at Rice blvd 

Saturday Mornings, 10:00 AM-2.00 PM 
to Target and Fiesta at Main/Kirby 

HONK IF XOU 

LOVE 
EXPENSIVE CAR INSURANCE. STOP By IF yOU DON'T. 
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_ „ can't escape the LIVESTRONG™ trend 
by Coldheart T. Cynic 

F O R T H E T H R K S H E R 

These days, the I>ance Armstrong 
bracelets are everywhere. Now, I 
expect to see them on the bike path 
and at the gym, but I never would 
have expected to see them in class, 
at the bank, at the drive-thru window. 
They certainly have become quite 
the trend. What I'm about to say 
may shock you. In fact, it is almost 
guaranteed to offend some of you. 
But, the truth is, I find these little 
golden bands as repellent as the 
Macarena outbreak of '95, the bell-
bottom upcropping of '96 and the 
heroine chic epidemic that domi-
nated most of the '90s. (Actually, I 
rather like heroine chic, but that's 
not the point). I have come close 
to calling these LIVESTRONG™ 
bracelets the slap-bracelets of the 
new millennium many times. But 
I've refrained. 

You see, good old Lance knew 
what he had on his hands — a 
surefire nationwide trend that cul-
ture critics couldn't critique. And 
you know why? Because it benefits 
cancer. That's why. And in America, 
when it comes to punch lines, cancer 
is next to godliness. No critic can 
touch it. Don't get me wrong, I'm 
not pro-cancer — even cigarette 
companies are not pro-cancer—but 
just look what's happening. All sorts 
of groups, organizations and bodies 
are coming up with their own brace-
lets, trying to hook America one 
wrist at a time. Here's a brief look at 
just a few groups who are peddling 
the A: .nstrongian goods. 

Dirty Movie Actors 
Guild 
I have to admit, I have 
always considered acting 
in a porno film to be pretty 
lowly work. And hey, it's 
not like any of us have to 
act that hard to enjoy sex. 
But, unbeknownst to me, 
porno actors are risking 
their lives every day to 
br ing us the smut we love. 
All of those crazy positions 
they get into? Yep, you can 
bet that more than a few 
end up on a s t re tcher with 
pulled muscles at the end 
of the day. These bracelets 
a re designed to remind you 
just how hard those porno 
stars are working for you. 
I'm sure you think of them 
all the time when you're ... 
s tudying. 

Society of Self-Loathing 
Gay Republicans 
Oh, this is one of my favor-
ites. Let's all put on a red 
red-state bracelet for these 
paradoxes of social progress. 
Since being gay and being 
Republican is like being both 
a West Coast and an East 
Coast person — at the same 
time!!! — they need all of our 
support they can get. 

''rim 

COURTESY SELF LOATHING CLOSET CASES 0 AMERICA 

Get used to this view of a multi-wristbanded charity enthusiast. As far as trends go, this one is here to stay. 

American Association 
of Paraprofessional 
Secretaries 
All this time I thought carpel 
tunnel syndrome was an 
entirely fictionalized, socially 
constructed condition. But 
after seeing more and more 
people walk around with 
those silly little wrist bands, 
I have begun to realize the 
wide breadth of those af-
flicted. 

British Beefeaters 
Auxiliary 
These black-and-white-spot-
ted bracelets remind us that, 
in England, people still suffer 
from mad cow disease. Yes, 
folks, it would appear that 
somewhere, in the pastures 
outside of London, wild-eyed 
cows are pleading insanity. 

United Front of Beverly 
Hills Housewives 
These bracelets are meant 
to remind us of the aging 
society matrons who are 
forced to spend weeks in 
bed recovering from elective 
cosmetic surgery. That 's 
right, pain is beauty and 
these ladies really do suffer 
for their new noses, chins 
and boobs. 

And there you have it. Now, with all these organizations to 
support, these bands will undoubtedly mirror the Swatch watch 
craze from the late '80s. That's right, collect them all! Fill up your 
forearms with as many bracelets as you can, because remember, 
it's never bad to wear your charity on your sleeve. 
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CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HOUSING 

CONDO FOR RENT. Small one-bed/ 
one-bath ground floor, Richmond at 
Greenway Plaza. Own Washer and 
Dryer, beautiful remodeled custom 
ceramic tile bath and kitchen. Large 
closets, low electric $565 per month. 
(713) 557-0973. 

2301 NORFOLK. 2/1 in small, well-kept 
building. Hardwood floors, central air, 
on-site laundry. $675 with lease and 
deposit. Ask us about our free rent offer. 
Andover: (713) 524-3344. 

MEDICAL CENTER/Montrose Area. 
2-1, w/d area, central air, hardwoods, 
new appliances, pets OK, 2406Yoakum 
Blvd, $950 per month plus deposit. 
(713) 825-8130. 

Blow Off Your Work 

Pub Night 
Thursday, 10 pm 

WILLYS PUB 

GREAT RENTAL for family! 4 bed/2.5 
bath, home convenient to Downtown, 
UH, Rice, MetroRail and Medical Cen-
ter. Huge rooms, many custom features! 
$2,500 per month. Call Helen Michael: 
(713) 840-5018. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Bike to Rice. 
1/1 in small, well-kept building at 4001 
Greeley. Hardwood floors, great closet 
space, tiled kitchen and bath, on-site 
laundry. Ask us about our free rent offer. 
$525 with lease and deposit. Andover: 
(713) 524-3344. 

BEDROOM AND BATH in private 
home of alum. Free to male student 
junior, senior or graduate. Not an 
exchange for work. References. 15 
minutes from Rice by car. Braeswood 
Place. (713) 665-8703. 

TWO-BEDROOM, 1.5bath, utility room 
with washer/dryer. Study/computer 
room. Private courtyard. Oak and sau-
tillo tile floors. No dogs. 4321 Greeley. 
$900 per month. (713) 528-0303. Off-
street parking. 

HELP WANTED 

TEACHING ASSISTANT and substi-
tute positions are available for persons 
who are interested in working with 
children in a professionally stimulating 
and challenging Montessori environ-
ment. Interested parties should contact 
Ms. Georgette Vela at (713) 520-1336 
to interview. 

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT op-
portunity. Sales assistant needed. 
Flexible daytime schedule, work up 
to 20 hours per week, $10 per hour. 
Must be fluent in standard English. 
Office located near 1-10 West and 610 
Loop. www.tampbellisi.com. Call for 
telephone interview, Trent Green: 
(713) 861-6147. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near Mu-
seum Area needs substitutes and 
assistants. Child-care experience 
preferred. Ideal for students needing 
flexible schedules. Contact Karrie at 
(713) 520-0738. 

CHILD CARE needed close to Rice. 
Three great kids, ages 6,7 and 9. Tues. 
2:30-9 p.m. and Thurs. 2:30-6:30 p.m. 
Driving required, competitive pay. Call 
Ruth: (713) 432-1033. 

WANTED: NEW WEBMASTER for 
smellthecoffee.com. Hourly pay and 
possible equity in the site to the right 
person. Call Craig: 713-320-5164 or 
e-mail craig@tejas.tv. 

SEEKING EXPERIENCED sitter for 
toddler in Voss/I-10 area. Cool kid, 
nice place, good pay ($10 per hour). 
(713) 562-7055. 

CONSULTING FIRM seeks civil/me-
chanical engineering majors for part-
time internship positions. Call Jennifer 
at (281) 829-6598. 

THE CENTERPOINT Energy Well-
ness Center is looking for outgoing 
students majoring in Kinesiology or 
related fields for a part-time position 
at the corporate fitness center. Please 
fax resume to (713) 207 0080 or call 
(713) 207-8800. 

BELLAIRE MEDICAL Company has 
part-time secretarial position available f 
noon - 6 p.m., Mon. - Fri., $8 per hour. 
Apply in person noon - 2 p.m. Mon. -
Thurs. 45454 Bissonnet, Suite 295. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE BECKMAN SCHOIARS Program 
provides support for undergraduate # 
research for two students with Beck-
man faculty mentors in the areas of 
chemistry, biochemistry and cell 
biology, bioengineering, or chemical 
engineering (see http://natsci. rice, edu/ 
beck man. cfm •'doc _ id-5713 for faculty 
list). Research is performed during 
twofull-timesummersessionsand part- " 
time for the intervening academic year, 
and attendance at the annual Beckman 
Symposium will be funded along with 
support for related travel and supplies. 
For application requirements, see the 
Natural Sciences Beckman Scholar 
Web site at http://natsci. nee. edu /beck- * 
man.cfm?doc_id"5313. Applications 
can be sent to Dr. Kristen Kulinowski, 
campus mail MS-60. The application 
submission deadline is Feb. 15, 2005. 

1995CHRYSLER I;eBaron Convertible, 
extra clean, fully serviced, $3,295. Call 
Peter, Rice alum: (713) 528-0659. a 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay 
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS 524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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