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Jones master Forman 
selected as new dean 

by Jenny Rees 
THRESHKR EDITORIAL STAFF 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

It's baaack... 
Almost one year to the day after its first appearance, the tree house returned to its tree 
between Fondren Library and Anderson Hall in the academic quad. The tree house appeared 
Tuesday morning. 

Jones College Master Robin Forman. amath-
ematics professor, will serve as the first dean 
of undergraduates. President David I^eebron 
announced today. 

The position was created in August when 
former Vice President for Student Affairs Ze-
naido Camacho retired. At that time, Leebron 
announced Camacho's position would be 
replaced with that of the new dean. 

Forman will begin as dean immediately and 
resign his mastership effective at the end of the se-
mester. Chemistry Professor and Brown College 
Master John Hutchinson will continue to serve 
as interim vice president for Student Affairs until 
Feb. 1 to facilitate the transition, Leebron said. 

Forman was on a short list of candidates 
submitted by the search committee for the new 
dean in mid-December. Leebron and Provost 
Eugene Levy made the final selection. 

The committee, chaired by History Professor 
Allen Matusow, included two undergraduates: 
Student Association President Derrick Matthews 
and Wiess College senior Emily Matuzek. 

* * V 

ERIC WILLIAMS/THRESHER 

Robin Forman 

Currently, the Office of Student Affairs is 
responsible for the college masters and resident 
associates, health programs, the student and 
recreation centers, career services, student life, 
judicial affairs and academic advising. 

I>evy said Forman's most important respon-
See FORMAN page 8 

Off-campus shuttle 
service reinstituted 

by Ruth Samuelson 
THRESHER STAFF 

Students may always have trouble 
finding someone to drive them to 
Taco Cabana at 2 a.m., but with 
the implementat ion of a week-
end shuttle service, they will no 
longer need to beg for a ride to 
dinner Saturday night. The service 
began Jan. 8. 

The Rice Village shuttle, which stops 
at two locations in the Village, runs from 
5:3010:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
nights. The shopping shuttle, which 
stops at the Fiesta Mart on Kirby I )rive 
and the Target store on Main Street, 
runs from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays. 

The buses circulate continuously 
during these times, and both routes 
include all regular Inner Loop bus 
stops except the three West Lot 
stops. The Village shuttle will take 
about 15 minutes to complete its 
route, while the Target/Fiesta Mart 
shuttle will circle its route in about 30 
minutes. Assistant Transportation 

Manager Elizabeth Gbordzoe said. 
President David Leebron, who 

discussed the idea with the University 
Standing Committee on Parking at its 
September meeting, said he hopes 
the service will benefit students who 
do not own cars. 

"We're looking for ways to make stu-
dents less dependent on automobiles, 
make campus more friendly to those 
who don't have automobiles and make 
Houston and our surrounding neigh-
borhoods more of an asset to Rice," 
Leebron said. "We're trying to l<>ok at 
these issues not only as parking 
issues but as parking and transporta-
tion issues." 

A weekend shopping shuttle arouiid 
the Inner Loop ran from fall 1995 until 
fall 2003, Gbordzoe said. The shuttle 
was discontinued due to lack of interest. 
Ashopping shuttle has transported stu-
dents from the Graduate Apartments to 
Fiesta M art and Target since Sept. 1995. 
The new service will run independently 
of the Grad Apartments shuttle. 

See SHUTTLES, page 9 

IDs to provide 24-hour access 
by Daniel Smith 

FOR THE THRESHER 

Beginning next month, students 
may no longer see the red "card 
denied" light when trying to enter 
a residential college after mid night. 
Administrators are considering a 
proposal by Student Association 
President Derrick Matthews to al-
low undergraduates 24-hour access 
to all nine colleges with their Rice 
ID cards. Matthews first proposed 
the change to the Rice University 
Police Department in November 

Currently, the card readers that 
secure outer doors and stairwells 
at each college permit night ac-
cess only to students from that 
college. From midnight to 7 a.m., 
the card readers deny non-college 
members. 

Matthews, a Will Rice College 
senior, said he thinks the policy is 
unnecessary and students should 
have II) access to residential build-
ings at all times. Under the current 
system, he said, students tend to prop 
card-access doors open at night. 

"The [card readers! themselves 
are not physically barring and don't 
provide a real sense of safety." 
Matthews said. "Personally, it was 
a no-brainer." 

After contacting RUPD to sug-
gest the change, Matthews said he 
was directed to several different 
university offices, including the 
President's Office, Housing and 
Dining and the General Counsel's 
Office, as well as the Committee of 
the College Masters. 

"No one seemed to know which 
office was actually in charge of 
this," Matthews said. "I don't think 
anyone's really thought about it in 
a long time." 

Matthews said some admin-
istrators raised safety concerns, 
citing the costly jack on Martel 
College during Willy Week 2004 
as a reason to keep night access 
college-exclusive During the jack, 
several hundred students entered 
the building and caused extensive 
damage. However, Matthews said 
enabling students to access pub-
lic college space at all times will 

actually improve the security in 
those areas. 

"If doors are no longer being 
propped open, the card readers can 
more accurately record who is en-
tering and exiting colleges during 
the night," Matthews said. 

The Masters' Committee de-
cided to make a recommendation 
in favor of the change. Will Rice 
Master Joel Wolfe, who chairs the 
committee, said there was little 
dissent among the group. 

"If the students want it, it's fine 
for us," Wolfe said. "It was basically 
a non-issue." 

Each college cabinet will dis-
cuss the proposal at its first meet-
ing of the semester. While 24-hour 
access will be the default option 
recommended to each college, 
masters or cabinets will also have 
the choice to implement the change 
differently or not at all. 

Wolfe said RUPD is willing to 
work with each college on the issue. 
He said one idea is to temporarily 
re-code the doors for special events 

See IDs. page 8 

VP Currie leaves for Cal Tech INSIDE — 

by April Goldman 
THRESHER STAFF 

Vice President for Finance and Adminis-
tration Dean Currie will leave Rice in March 
to take on the same position at the California 
Institute of Technology. 

Currie said he has had time to help 
President David Leebron, who took office in 
July, adjust to Rice, and after he leaves 
Leebron can begin building his own admin-
istrative team. 

Currie said he looks forward to starting at 
Cal Tech. 

"It's a good idea every so often to get re-
potted," Currie said. 

The Finance and Administration Office is 
responsible for the university's finances and 
accounting and oversees the general opera-
tion of the campus. Associate Vice President 
for Finance and Administration Neill Binford 
said. A number of offices report to Finance 
and Administration, including Facilities 
and Engineering, Housing and Dining, the 
Cashier 's Office and the Rice University 
Police Department. 

Ixebron said before the search for Currie's 
replacement begins, he plans to review the 

office's operations and possibly restructure 
some aspects. 

"When somebody of that importance leaves, 
you want to look at how you're organized and 
see if there are alternatives that might work 
better," I^eebron said. "We haven't determined 
that there are alternatives that would work 
better, but there might be." 

Leebron said once a job description is 
defined. Rice will probably conduct a national 
search to fill the position. 

"We'll probably spend a couple of weeks 
thinking about it and then launch a search," 
Leebron said. 'There may be internal candi-
dates for the position, but it is a very important 
position, and it will require a very high level 
of ability, so I'd imagine we'll do a national 
search." 

Currie has held his current position since 
1988. He oversaw the creation of the Budget 
Office, the Institutional Research Office and 
Delivery Services. Currie's larger projects 
include assisting with the construction and 
renovation of facilities. 

Binford said Currie has assembled a strong 
staff to run the various offices he oversees. 

"The management that is within his system 
See VPFA. page 9 

General Election petitions 
Petitions for General Elections will be 

available in the Student Association office 
beginning after Monday's 10 p.m. SA meet-
ing and are due by Feb. 4 at noon. 

First PIN expires today 
Your first Add/Drop PIN expires today at 

5 p.m., so finish planning your schedule so 
you don't have to find your advisor and co-
ordinator next week Remember, ESFHER 
won't work without a PIN. 

Find me a job Tuesday 
If you're worried about plans for the 

future (and really, who isn't?), check out 
the Rice Collegiate Job Fair Tuesday 
from 2-5 p.m. in the Grand Hall of the 
Student Center. 

You can also schmooze at the Summer 
Opportunities Fair from 7-9 p.m. Same 
place, same objective: gainful employ-
ment. Or you can stock up material for 
the rejection letter party later this year, 
it's your employer's choice. 

OPINION 
Praising Hush, for once 

Page 2 

A&E Page 13 
More college debauchery than we can stand 

SPORTS Page 14 
Men 's basketball hosts WAC co-leaders 

Quote of the Week 

"Every day [of practice] is like going to a big 
concert hall and performing. It's a very happy 
moment when I'm out there. I don't even want 
to think that this is my last season because I 
will get depressed. When that moment comes, 
I'll have to deal with it. Right now I'm just 
having fun." 
— Victor Lopez, head women's track and field 
coach, about his final season of coaching after 
25 years at Rice. See track previews, page 16. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Mostly cloudy, 61-77 degrees 
Saturday 
Scattered thunderstorms, 38-72 degrees 
Sunday 
Mainly sunny, 30-53 degrees 
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Everybody wins all the 
time with 24-hour access 
It makes so much sense that we're surprised no one's thought 

of it before: 24-hour ID card access to all the residential colleges 
(See story, page 1). We're glad that administrators have supported 
the change, which was proposed by Student Association President 
Derrick Matthews last semester. 

The current ID access policy, which shuts out non-college mem-
bers between midnight and 7 a.m. weekdays and midnight and 
8 a.m. weekends, seems stuck in the era of gender-segregated dor-
mitories and adds little — if any — security. If residential buildings 
are open to all students all the time, campus life will be that much 
more convenient. 

We hope all the college governments will approve the proposal and 
extend nighttime ID access to members of other colleges. Life will 
be simpler for everybody if there is one rule for all the colleges. 

In addition, we think all public residential spaces should be acces-
sible via ID. Card readers should be installed on the outer doors of the 
Lovett College Commons and the Will Rice College Commons, the 
only two residential buildings on campus that can only be accessed 
by key. The card readers would allow non-college members to enter 
both at night and during the day. 

Finally, we like the suggestion that ID access revert to daytime 
hours during Willy Week. If students could enter any college they 
wanted during the week leading up to Beer Bike, jacks might either 
lose their appeal or get out of control. The temporary fix would 
preserve the jack tradition. 

Shuttling our parking 
problems into Houston 

Because owning a car at Rice has turned into a soul-sucking ex-
perience involving proximity cards, high parking fees and, worst of 
all, driving in Houston, we applaud the recent decision to reinstate 
shuttle service to Target, Fiesta Mart and the Rice Village on the 
weekends for the first time since fall 2003. (See story, page 1). 

Such shuttles will make it not only possible, but also tolerable 
to spend four years at Rice without a car (assuming one can secure 
four years of on-campus housing). Students will no longer be at the 
mercy of their car-driving friends to get groceries or go off-campus 
for non-Subway dinner on Saturdays. 

In addition, this decision has a great deal of foresight. Parking fees 
are only going to increase, and Houston traffic is probably not going 
to get better anytime soon. In coming years, students will have greater 
incentives not to bring a car, and the off-campus shuttle service will 
help accommodate them. We are glad 1 his step is being taken now, 
before a huge demand is present, and we hope students will take 
advantage of the new service so that it continues to be financially 
practical in the future. 

Lower transcript fees 
mean happier students 

Registrar David Tenney (Sid '87) won the hearts of most Rice 
undergraduates, including ours, last week when he recommended 
a reduction in transcript fees. (See story, page 7). 

The recent increase in transcript fees from $5 in 2002-'03 to $7 the 
following year to $10 this year was a needless inconvenience. For 
many students, applying to graduate school is expensive enough 
without having to pay an extra $10 per official transcript. 

Servery lines again 
As Monday's holiday came to a close, we were disappointed to see 

long lines stretching out of the Wiess/Hanszen Servery — again. 
Holiday weekends usually mean limited food service on campus, even 
the night before classes resume. Not to sound like a broken record, 
but we wish Housing and Dining would offer full meal service at the 
end of three- and four-day weekends, not just in the serveries, but also 
in kitchens at Lovett, Baker, Will Rice and Sid Richardson Colleges. 

Although everything appeared to run smoothly during the other 
meals this weekend, lines at dinner stretched out the servery doors 
on the Hanszen Commons side and almost to the doors on the Wiess 
Commons side, inconveniencing many students. 

If H&D is going to require on-campus students to purchase the 
meal plan, then it should provide meals that can be enjoyed by all 
in a timely manner, and that means anticipating when student meal 
attendance will be at full volume. 

The new off is shuttle system means different things to different people! 

Now I don't have to 
bother my roommates 

to qo to Target! 

Now we don't have to 
walk to the Village 

to ao on dates! 

Now Fiesta is just as 
convenient as the Pub, 
but with more selection! 

Mindless communist filth 

Bush does good (for once) with donation 
From a financial perspective, b e 
ing president of the United States 
is a really nice gig. Actually, being 
president is a nice gig from a lot of 
perspect ives — but the 
financial perspec t ive is 
one of the rosiest. 

The president makes 
$400,000 per year, which 
for many of those who 
ascend to the Oval Office 
is a huge pay cut. But what 
does he spend that money 
on? T h e W h i t e H o u s e 
mor tgage is covered by 
Uncle Sam. So are the 

grocery bills. And so is gas 
— a particular irony in this 
administration. I suppose one must 
always be saving for retirement, but 
let's be realistic: The post-presidency 
lecture circuit will pay those bills for 
all eternity. In fact, besides the mort-
gage on the "Western White House" 
and his daughters ' college tuitions, I 
cannot think of any major expenses 
that have been passed directly along 
to George W. Bush. 

So until Jan. 5,1 wondered: If his 
salary is public record and if anyone 
can figure out how marvelous his 
personal financial situation is, why 
has Bush not gone public with a 
major donation toward the tsunami 
disaster relief effort? 

Then, on Jan. 5, Bush did ex-
actly that, announcing a $10,000 
personal contribution to tsunami 
relief. Although little fuss has been 
made about it, I worry that when the 
"legacy" talk begins in 2008, the Bush-
bashing set, of which I am usually 
a part, will dismiss this decision to 
go public as shamelessly self-serv-
ing. Such attacks would be gravely 

Nathan 
Black 

misplaced. For once, 1 am going to 
defend the guy. 

Bush just won the last election 
of his life. His career has hit the 

ceiling. In that sense, he 
has nothing to gain from 
a publ ic dona t ion , and 
his personal generosity is 
tough to dismiss as an act of 
self-centered ladder-climb-
ing. At the same time, in 
his capacity as a guardian 
of American, and to a great 
ex ten t global , securi ty, 
Bush has much to gain 
from such a move. 

W h e t h e r we l ike it 
or not, the president is, 

to shamelessly lift a saying from 
the State Department, "the face of 
America to the world." When people 
complain about American swagger 
and arrogance, they are usually not 
talking about the average American, 
and they are usually not talking about 
people like Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld or Secretary of 
State nominee Condoleezza Rice 
either. Instead, they are largely bas-
ing their perceptions on Bush, who 
does exude a great deal of arrogance 
and swagger. 

When I think of why our world 
standing has sunk so low — a fre-
quent observation during my semes-
ter abroad — I think first of the Iraq 
debacle, for which an entire admin-
istration is to blame. But I also think 
of Bush's big, smirking face on Irish 
television, telling an interviewer that 
the Irish simply "don't understand" 
the United States, and that is why 
they do not agree with him. In other 
words, Bush's personal conduct has 
an unfair but undeniable effect on 

the level of respect the United States 
commands. 

Bush turned this mostly nega-
tive fact of life into a positive for this 
country by publicly donating to the 
relief effort . He showed a part of 
the developing world — including 
Indonesia, which has more Muslims 
than any other country on the planet 
— that he personally cares about 
the people in that region and is not 
simply motivated by oil revenues. 
The ges ture may at least temporarily 
reduce the effectiveness of terrorists ' 
anti-American rhetoric. 

So, besides the small immediate 
impact his personal funds have had 
on the region, the president 's public-
donation may help shield the world 
from the man-made disasters that 
have plagued it in recent decades 
— events that are smaller in scale 
than Mother Nature ' s wra th but 
which, by their preventability, are 
to me much more disturbing. People 
like me who bemoan Bush's general 
approach to world affairs should thus 
support his choice; if we don't give 
credit when it is due, we risk being 
cast as impossible to satisfy. 

I do not doubt that Bush has made 
donations like this before, and it is 
his prerogative to remain tastefully 
silent about them most of the time. 
But — I write with grit teeth — it 
was wise of him in this instance to 
disclose his donations and give the 
I Inited States' global standing a major 
boost in the process. 

So, fellow Bush-bashers, let's let 
this one slide. We've got plenty of 
other things to talk about. 

Nathan Mack is a lovett College junior 
and opinion editor. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

Maintain student 
input on college fees 
To the editor: 

President David Leebron's pro-
posal to incorporate college fees 
into the general tuition ("Board may 
roll fees under tuition." Dec. 3) has 
many advantages over the current 
division of fee-collecting between the 
university and the colleges, among 
them making the system fairer by 
leveling required fees campus-wide 
and relieving col lege t r e a s u r e r s 
from having to deal with hundreds of 
students ' checks every fall. I am also 
encouraged by Leebron's affirmation 
that despite the centralized collection 
mechanism, the colleges will retain 
control of how money is allocated 
and spent. 

I am less enthusiastic, though, 
about the prospect of the Board 
of Trus tees setting fees without a 
significant element of student input 
on a regular basis. While the new 
proposal would allow the college 
masters and presidents to appeal 
to the dean of undergraduates, who 
could then submit a request to change 
college fees to the board, that is a far 
cry from the current process used to 
change college fees — the vote of a 
college cabinet. 

Rice rightly promotes its s trong 
traditions of student self-regulation 
to prospective students and others. 
Maintaining serious student input 
into the colleges' funding amounts is 
central to the abilities of the colleges 
to govern themselves. 

Ian Everhart 
Hanszen College treasurer 

Hanszen junior 

Your letter 
could have gone 
here. 

An irate 
complaint about 
your letter could 
have gone here 
next week. 

thresher@ 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• l e t t e r s to the editor should 
be sent to the Thresherby emai l 
to thresheriirice.edu. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All let ters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
T h e Thresher r e s e r v e s the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for$50 domestic and 
$105 internat ional via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
c lass i f ied a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at thresher-ads&rice. 
edu or (713)348-3967 for more 
information. 
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Rice Voices 

Abbas offers cautious hope for region 
Proverbs 2 4 : 1 7 instructs us not 
to delight in the downfall of our en-
emy: "Ifyour enemy falls, do not exult; 
if he trips, let your heart not rejoice." 
While this means that we 
should not be joyous in the 
death of former Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser 
Arafat, anyone with even 
a remote interest in the 
Middle East should find 
hope b lossoming af ter 
Arafat's departure. 

It is a lasting testament 
to Arafat's t rue agenda 
that shortly after his death 
Nov. 11, the rhetoric from 
the Palestinians changed 
dramatically. Palestinian Liberation 
Organization Chairman Mahmoud 
Abbas called unequivocally for a halt 
to the violence, sparking speculation 
that peace might once again be pos-
sible. Abbas has held this opinion 
since the beginning of the al-Aqsa 
Intifada in 2000.The fact that we can 
only hear him now demonstrates 
precisely how Arafat was using his 
influence. 

Not that Arafat was the only 
obstacle to peace — far from it. 
However, recent developments in 
Israel show that the new problem 
is how to deal with that emotion so 
rarely felt there: hope. All the old 
prejudices and suspicions might very 
well sabotage the process which oth-
erwise could finally move forward. 
This applies to both the Israelis and 
the Palestinians. 

For example, on the way to his 
election as the new Palestinian Au-
thority president, Abbas' rhetoric 
became much more extreme. He 
lauded Arafat's legacy and began to 
assert that he would make the same 
demands of the Israelis as had his 
predecessor, namely the removal of 

David 
Axel 

all settlements from the West Bank 
and Gaza, a return to 1967 borders, a 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its 
capital and the return of Palestinian 

refugees. 
The Israelis have good 

reason to be alarmed by 
such a shift: Arafat made 
similar r emarks around 
the time he signed the 
1993 Oslo Accords. At the 
time, t h e s e s t a t emen t s 
were defended as a start-
ing point for negotiations. 
Israelis like Foreign Affairs 
Minister Silvan Shalom 
are unders tandably not 
amused by the parallels, 

as time proved that Arafat's state-
ments were not a starting point, 
but non-negotiable and completely 
unrealistic demands to which he 
held until his death. 

Never the less , it would be a 
mistake for Shalom and others to 
assume that Abbas is Arafat. It is 
much too early for us to know if 
Abbas is going to foolishly hold to 
impossible demands, or whether he 
truly is expressing a starting point 
for negotiations. 

Most likely. Abbas is practicing 
shrewd politics. There is no way he 
could be elected on a platform of 
moderation. Palestinians carry too 
much resentment and anger toward 
the Israelis and their current situation 
to be swayed to vote for anyone who 
is not a hardliner. The Palestinians 
want change. They want it now and 
rightly so. Therefore, Abbas seems 
to have wisely tapped into Arafat's 
legacy and the intentions of terror-
ists, if not their methods, by attaching 
himself to both. Abbas' campaign 
made clear that Palestinians fight for 
a noble cause, but it might be time 
to try another way. 

Such a position is brilliant, be-
cause it strengthens Abbas' standing 
with the Palestinians — as demon-
strated by his 60-percent support in 
the recent elections — and places 
much of the onus on the Israelis. For 
perhaps the first time, Israel might 
be facing someone who really will 
play ball. 

If Abbas avoids Arafat's stubborn-
ness, the Israelis will no longer be 
able to say their actions are justified 
by security concerns and the lack of 
an effective partner. Israel will have 
to demonstrate that it is t rue to its 
own words, hopefully by handing 
the territories over to a Palestinian 
Authority that is ready, willing and 
capable of managing itself, eventually 
leadingto a Palestinian state. Skeptics 
might find this unlikely, as they no 
doubt believe Israel is an aggressive 
occupier, not a reluctant defender. 
However, if Abbas can secure the 
peace, these same people will be 
surprised. 

It is possible that Abbas will follow 
the legacy of Arafat, perpetuating vio-
lence and forcing Israel to go to even 
greater lengths to protect its citizens. 
It is possible that Israelis have lost 
the ability to believe in the integrity 
of the Palestinians, meaning Abbas 
will fail before he even begins and 
Israel will condemn itself to possibly 
endless violence and hatred. 

Yet hope springs eternal, and it 
forces us to believe that these things 
will not happen. Rather, we should 
all hope that Israel will be true to its 
words and withdraw when Abbas suc-
cessfully convinces the Palestinians 
that the way of Ghandi is better than 
the way of Arafat. God willing, both 
sides will find their way to peace. 

David 
junior 

Axel is a Brown College 

Guest column 

Dry your eyes, young men: Baldness is in 
T h r o w a w a y your Propecia , 
Rice men. That's right, if you're going 
bald, you're a man. Congratulations. 
We're all happy for you. But you're 
not happy, are you? You've waited 
your entire life to become a man, 
and now that you are one ... you're 
miserable. At least about the hair 
situation. Why? Because 
it won't look good? 

Men go bald. I'm go-
ing bald, my cousins are 
going bald, two of my 
suitemates are going bald, 
and millions of Americans 
are already bald. It hap-
pens. Don't be sad. Male 
pa t te rn ba ldness only 
affects the top of your 
head, and there's a good 
chance you have more 
than enough facial and 
body hair, which is evolution and 
genetics showing off, saying, "Look 
what I can do to you!" 

You're going to cry now? What 
kind of man are you? You're going 
to pay $60 a month for Propecia, a 
new drug carrying a small risk of 
impotence, and just pray that after 
years of daily doses, it won't have 
negative long-term side effects? 

Centuries ago, you might have 
died before baldness became an issue. 
So live it up. Not only does baldness 
save you a lot of money, but it also 
teaches you how to live. You've had 
hair this long. You've had your fun. 
It's time to get serious. Hurry up and 
do something before you die. If hair 
loss arouses thoughts of death and the 
mere sight of a mirror makesyou want 
to run, you 11 spend less time in the mir-
ror and more time in the world, riding 
rollercoasters and curing cancer. 

Justin Timberlake, when he isn't 
recording horrible music, has to wear 
makeup and have perfect hair all the 
time, and some people spend an hour in 
1 he bathroom every day. They lose 365 
hours each year — 15 days—wasting 
precious time on beauty. 

Shaheen 
Kavoussi 

You have nothing tocomplain about. 
Strategic hair placement works for five 
years at best, so the real solution is to 
unlearn the notion that baldness is bad. 
Three of my female friends have actually 
admitted to bald-envy. Bald men can 
shave, shower, get dressed and go in 10 
minutes. This is paradise; you should 

be loving it! 
I worry about you non-

bald persons (NBPs) trying 
to be more beautiful instead 
of trying to be more badass. 
Every day when you look in 
the mirror, you say, "Wow, 
I'm beautiful," and then you 
zone out for five minutes. 
Then you go watch more 
NBPs dancing around on 
TV, and, when you go to Los 
Angeles for an audition, the 
executives tell you that you 

need a new nose. Learned idealizations 
of beauty create feelings of inadequacy, 
something baldness will never do. 

In fact, bald success is everywhere. 
President George W. Bush, who 
barely speaks English at a college 
level, would be nothing if he didn't sur-
round himself with smart, bald people 
like Vice President Dick Cheney and 
Senior Advisor Karl Rove. 

But bald people don't only become 
evil geniuses. You have your feel-good 
bald people, Mahatma Gandhi and 
Buddha; your bald lead guitarists, 
Tom Morello of Audioslave and Billy 
Howerdel of A Perfect Circle, who both 
make Slash look like a mess; and your 
bald university presidents. Even if you 
don't like the changes he has made to 
Rice in the last six months, you can at 
least admire President David I^eebron 
as a walking beacon of sophisticated 
oald pride and accomplishment. 

So don't worry, my balding c o m 
rades, you'll get your lady-friend, but 
you must believe. Your love life will 
suffer only if you lose confidence and 
thinkyou'rehideous. People love round 
things, and people love things that shine. 
On your head, youll soon have both. 

Baldness makes every day a good 
hair day — a day when your hair 
doesn't matter. Stand tall, glistening 
totem of brain. By depriving you of 
uselessness, your body teaches you 
what matters most. 

And when your dream girl starts 
gently s t rok ing he r f ingerna i l s 
against your confident , smooth, 
shiny, bald head, and you feel a tingle 
shoot through your body, you can't 
look me in the eye and tell me that 
baldness is not the most awesome 
thing to ever happen to you. 

Shaheen Kavoussi is a Brown College 
junior. 

Guest column 

Texan should chair the 
rebuilding Democrats 
While I publicly put on a happy 
face and rooted like hell for John 
Kerry, deep down I had a feeling 
Democrats would nc>t win back the 
White House in Novem-
ber. The Democrat ic 
Nat ional C o m m i t t e e 
planted th is seed of 
doubt in my mind in 
early 2003 when it se-
lected Boston to host the 
2004 national conven-
tion, playing right into 
the stereotype that all 
Democrats are coastal, 

liberal elites who are out 
of touch with the rest of 
the country. 

With the campaign over and 
Republicans firmly in control of the 
legislative and executive branches 
after the Democrats' miserable 
failure- to connect with voters in 
the 2002 mid-term and 2004 presi-
dential elections, Democrats need 
to start rethinking their party's 
miss ion . Th i s sou l - search ing 
comes at a time when the party 
lacks a single, well-recognized 
spokesperson. 

As Democrats gear up to pick 
a new chairman of the national 
committee, someone who will 
have a key role in rebuilding and 
repositioning the party so it can 
compete in all areas of the country, 
they should look to the Lone Star 
State for salvation. A Texan must 
chair the committee. 

ATexan as its public face would 
signify that the party is serious 
about change. Texas is truly a 
microcosm of the United States. 
Introducing a Texan as the face of 
the party would give the country 
another interpretation of what 
constitutes Texas values. 

Former Congressman Martin 
Frost of Dallas is the best candi-
date in the field. A strong fund-
raiser, he is the only candidate with 
a proven track record in national 
party leadership, having chaired 
the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee from Janu-
ary 1995 until December 1998. 

If Democrats need to develop a 
more national appeal, what better 
place to start than Texas? The new 
chair should immediately move 
the committee's headquarters out 
of Washington to Dallas, Houston, 
Austin or San Antonio. Reconnect-
ing with the rest of the country 
would allowforathoughtful national 
discussion about Democrats' com-
mitment to egalitarian values. 

Shawn 
Leventhal 

The Democratic message as 
presently articulated does not 
resonate in the Heartland, the South 
or the Southwest. Republicans, 

meanwhile, have already 
figured out the necessity 
of a broad message. As 
Democratic Rep. Chet 
Edwards of Waco said, 
"We cannot be a national 
party by just represent-
ing the population cen-
ters on the East Coast 
and the West Coast of 
the United States." 

ATexan chair would 

have the non-coastal 
perspective necessary 

to toss out the myopic focus on 
battleground states and rebuild 
the party across the country. He 
would understand that to be viable 
and sustainable, Democrats need 
to win races for local dog-catcher 
as much as races for the White 
House. 

As the National J o u r n a l ' s 
Chuck Todd points out, this does 
not mean Democrats are going to 
be sweeping states like Alabama, 
South Carolina and Mississippi 
anytime soon. However, the party 
can be competitive in Arizona, 
Arkansas , Colorado, Florida, 
Tennessee, Virginia and Texas if 
Democrats work to find a message 
and messengers that will connect 
with voters. For Democrats to 
gain enough power to govern 
in the future, the party needs to 
target these states. Results may 
not be instantaneous, but there 
are investments in the future that 
need to be made. 

If Democrats just assume a 
state like Texas will move into 
their column in a few years be-
cause of demographics, they are 
fooling themselves. President 
Bush's strong Hispanic support, 
as evidenced in November exit 
polls, should worry Democrats. 
And a Texan chair would be a key 
player both developing and selling 
a message that would appeal to this 
demographic. 

The party needs to have a mes-
sage with broad appeal that gives 
voters across the country a clear 
and desirable vision of what life 
would be like if Democrats were 
in power. Voters need something to 
say yes to, and Texan chair would 
provide it. 

Shawn Leventhal is a Brown Col-
lege senior. 
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BSA hosts annual MLK vigil 
by Katricia Lang 

THRESHERSTAFF 

About 75 students gathered in 
front of Fondren Library for the Black 
StudentAssociation's annual Mar tin Lu-
ther King Jr. Vigil Monday evening. 

Because of heavy wind, attendees 
did not light candles. Introduction 
speaker Raymorris Barnes (Lovett 
'04) said the ceremony was emo-
tionally charged even without the 
traditional candles. 

"As long as the light burns in our 
heart, that's all the light we need," 
Barnes, an education graduate stu-
dent, said. 

After a performance of King's "I 
Have a Dream" speech, the crowd 
processed to the Rice Chapel. Key-
note speaker Aswad Walker, profes-
sor of African American Studies at 
the University of Houston, reflected 
on King's memory. 

'King understood that 
we [can] do more 
together than we can 
apart. In that way, you 
get the best and the 
brightest of everything.' 

— Aswad Walker 
UH professor of African studies 

Walker spoke about King's fight to 
improve health care and his warnings 
against blind patriotism. However, he 
said students should avoid putting the 
civil rights leader on a pedestal. 

"If we look at him as a superhuman 
being, we won't get the full picture," 
he said. 

Despite his non-violent tactics. 

JENN MOIHOIT/THRESHER 

Keynote speaker Aswad Walker, an African Studies professor at the University 
of Houston, delivers a speech about lessons to be learned from Martin Luther 
King, Jr. during the Black Student Association's vigil Monday night in the aca-
demic quad and the Rice Chapel. 

King was a man of action and passion. 
Walker said. He said there are still 
battles to be fought, and the younger 
generation should take action and 
honor King's memory. 

"[King] would be saddened if 
we did not take it to the next level," 
Walker said. 

In closing. Walker left the audi-
ence with three lessons from King, 
the first of which was to recognize the 
importance of working together. 

"King understood that we [can] 
do more together than we can apart," 
Walker said. "In that way, you get the 
best and the brightest of everything." 

King's next lesson was to see the 
dignity in oneself and others. The 
third was to join in modern social 
activism. Walker said. 

"It's yo ng people that lead the 
way," Walkt r said. "It's great 1 o honor 
a great man, but it's even greater to 
emulate his works." 

Walker said society must look 
beyond the yearly rehashing of the "I 
Have a Dream Speech" to understand 
the true depth of King's work. 

"King was more than a dream," 
Walker said. "King [was] way more 
detailed than posters, way more 
colorful than those black-and-white 
pictures in February. There [was) 
way more to King than what is locked 
away in books, in his speeches, in 
his words." 

After Walker's speech, Adviser 
to the President Maryana Iskander 
(Wiess '97) spoke about her experi-
ence as a protestor on the steps of the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
during the 20()3 Gruffer v. Bollinger 
case, which contested the use of 
affirmative action at the University 
of Michigan Law School. She said 
students should celebrate progress 
and draw energy and support from 
each other. 

NEW RICE SHUTTLE SERVICES 

NEW RICE SHUTTLE SERVICE TO RICE VILLAGE ON 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY FROM 5:30PM -10:30PM, EVERY 

15 MINUTES. WAIT AT THE LOOP STOPS FOR PICK-UP. 

THERE ARE TWO CONVENIENT STOPS AT THE CORNER 

OF UNIVERSITY AT KELVIN AND KINKOS AT RICE BLVD 

THE LAST TRIP FROM THE VILLAGE IS AT 10:15PM 

SATURDAY SHOPPING FOR 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

ON SATURDAY MORNING, YOU CAN GO SHOPPING 

AT TARGET AND FIESTA STORES ON MAIN/KIRBY. THE 

SERVICE STARTS AT 10:00AM TO 2:00PM EVERY 30 MINUTES 

AROUND THE LOOP. THE SHUTTLE LEAVES RICE UNI-

VERSITY EVERY 30 MINUTES. THE LAST TRIP FROM THE 

STORES IS AT 1:30PM. 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police 
Department for the period Nov. 29-Jan.l7. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College Dec. 4 

Dec. 5 Will Rice College 

Will Rice College 

Martel College 

Baker College 

Martel College 

Martel College 

Jones College 

Wiess College 

Baker College 

Brown College 

Martel College 

Dec. 8 

Dec. 10 

Dec. 20 

Dec. 28 

Jan. 10 

Jan. 11 

Jan. 11 

Jan. 11 

Jan. 13 

Jan. 13 

Sid Richardson College Jan. 14 

Martel College Jan. 15 

Martel College Jan. 17 

Lovett College Jan. 17 

Academic Buildings 
Sewall Hall Dec. 1 

Mechanical Dec. 2 
Engineering Building 

Herman Brown Hall Dec. 6 

George R. Brown Hall Dec. 9 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall Dec. 10 

Anderson Hall Dec. 13 

Keck Hall Dec. 13 

Anderson Hall Jan. 3 

George R. Brown Hall Jan. 3 

Other Buildings 
Allen Center Dec. 4 

Fondren Library Dec. 6 

Student Center 

Autry Court 

Facilities and 
Engineering 

Parking Lots 
Hess Court Lot 

West Lot 

Other Areas 
Alumni Drive and 
College Way 

Entrance 3 

Dec. 7 

Dec. 9 

Dec. 26 

Dec. 7 

Jan. 6 

Dec. 5 

Dec. 10 

Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Non-Rice subject arrested 
for disorderly conduct after 
threatening a student with bodily 
harm. Subject remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

Report of identity theft. 

Intruder ransacked a student's 
room. Subject, found sleeping in 
the room, arrested for burglary of a 
habitation and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

Food stolen from refrigerator. 

Student reported receiving 
unwanted mail. 

Resident found an unknown 
naked subject in his bed. Subject 
identified as a Rice student and 
referred to University Court for 
trespassing and public intoxication. 

Officers escorted an intoxicated 
student to his room. Subject 
referred to U. Court for public 
intoxication. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Student received harassing e-mails 
from a former friend. 

Ceiling tiles stolen from kitchen 
area. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Suspicious person reported in the 
Lovett Commons. Subject arrested 
for trespassing and remanded 
to Harris County Jail. Subject 
had received a previous criminal 
trespass warning. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Piano vandalized. 

Golf cart struck pedestrian. No 
injuries reported. 

Wallet stolen from locker. 

Multimedia projector stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Mirror broken in first floor 
bathroom. 

Report of subject exposing 
himself. Subject left the scene 
before officers arrived, but was 
arrested Dec. 9 after returning to 
the library, where he was identified 
by the complainant. 

Subject arrested for criminal 
trespass and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

Subject issued criminal trespass 
warning for panhandling. 

Verbal altercation reported. 

Complainant reported that a driver 
struck and damaged his vehicle in 
October. 

Boot stolen from vehicle. 

Subject drove vehicle around 
parking gate and onto grass. Driver 
issued citation for minor DUI, 
and passenger issued citation for 
minor consuming alcohol. 

Subject arrested for driving while 
intoxicated after attempting to 
drive under parking gate arms and 
under the Entrance 3 barricade. 
Subject remanded to Harris County 
Jail. Two passengers issued 
citations for minor consuming 
alcohol. 
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I'm dreaming of a white campus 
Snowflakes fall on the grassy quad between Martel College and Duncan Hall December 31 during one of two 
snowfalls in Houston during winter break. 

Hanszen alumnus Crownover 
named Board of Trustees chair 

by Katricia I-ang 
THKESHKK STAFF 

The Rice Board of T r u s t e e s 
elected Jim Crownover (Hanszen 
'65) as its new chair at its Decem-
ber meeting. Beginning July 1, 
Crownover will replace Bill Barnett 
('55), who has chaired the board 
since 1996. 

Crownover, a former director 
of the international management 
consulting firm McKinsey & Com-
pany, Inc., has served on the board 
since-1999. He is chair of the board's 
Academic Affairs Committee and 
vice chair of the Financial Affairs 
Committee. 

Crownover said he looks for-
ward to implementing his visions 
for Rice. 

"It's my job to work with trusted 
academic people to define the vision 
where we go," Crownover said. 

Crownover said he thinks Rice 
is a community that encourages 
uniqueness. 

"I think Rice is a place where 
people enjoy'spikiness,'" Crownover 
said. "Spikiness is the thing that 
makes a person special, different 
from anyone else." 

Crownover chaired the commit-
tee that selected President David 
Leebron in December 2003. He said 
chairing the committee helped him 
make connections with people in the 
academic world, especially those 
outside Houston. 

"I had a chance to be an aca-
demic leader across the country," 
Crownover said. "Not only did 
I learn a lot about the academic-
world, but I have a lot of friends 
out there now." 

Crownover said one of his goals 
as chair of the board will be to 
strengthen Rice's connections to 
Houston. 

I x'ebron said Crownover's reputa-
tion as a leader in Houston will be an 
asset to Rice. 

"Jim Crownover is a person who 
has been in Houston a long time, is 
very well known in Houston, and I 
think is going to be a very energetic 
supporter of Rice," Leebron said. 

Barnett , who has served on 
the Rice Board since 1991 and has 
been a voting member since 1994, 
is a former managing partner of 

COURTESY MFDIA RELATIONS, RICE UNIVERSITY 

Incoming Board of Trustees Chair Jim 
Crownover (Hanszen '65). 

Baker Botts LLP. a Houston law 
firm. During his time as chair, Rice's 
endowment grew from $17 billion 
to $3.4 billion, and the university 
undertook extensive building proj-
ects, such as the Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School ol Management 
building, completed in 2002, and the 
Humanities Building, completed 
in 2000. 

Barnett said he worked to build 
Rice's relationships with Houston 
institutions, including the Texas 
Medical Center, throughout his 
tenure as chair. 

"We emphasized the biosciences 
and collaborated with institutions 
outside of Rice," Barnett said. "Rice 
became a much more collaborative 
institution, much more involved in 
Houston." 

Barnett also worked to increase 
the international presence at Rice. 

"Rice has become more interna-
tional, with a much higher percentage 
of students studying abroad, with 
institutions like the Baker Institute 
giving it more of an international 
flavor and with more projects such 
as Monterrey Tech in Mexico," 
Barnett said. 

Barnett said one of his greatest 
challenges as board chair was last 
year's review of the athletics program 
The board commissioned a report 
on the academic, social and financial 
implications of Rice's participation 

in NCAA Division I A athletics from 
McKinsey & Co. 

"We decided that we would look at 
it in a broad, complete sense and that 
we would do so with transparency," 
Barnett said. "The cost of athletics to 
the school had to be reduced." 

After several months of con-
s idera t ion , the board dec ided 
in May that Rice would continue 
to participate in Division I A athlet-
ics but with some changes, such 
as r e d u c i n g t h e $10 mil l ion 
athletics deficit and making the 
admission p rocess for student-
a t h l e t e s m o r e s imi lar to that 
for nonathletes. 

Other difficulties, Barnett said, 
include the economic downturn 
of the past several years and the 
compet i t ion for s t rong faculty 
members. 

During Bar nett's term, the board 
itself went through major changes, 
becoming larger and more diverse. 
When Bar nett 's term began, no 
minorities served on the board 
The board now includes a num-
ber of minority and international 
members. 

In addition, tin1 board changed 
from a two-tiered board with 7 
voting t rus tees and 12 non-voting 
governors to a single-tier board 
with 25 trustees. 

7 think Rice is a 
place where people 
enjoy "spikiness." 
"Spikiness " is the thing 
that makes a person 
special, different from 
anyone else.' 

— Jim Crownover 
(Hanszen '65) 

Chair of the Board of Trustees 

Barnett said he thinks Crownover 
is well qualified to take on the re-
sponsibilities of board chair. 

"I think the transition will be quite 
seamless," Barnett said. 

Federal Pell Grants 
cut by $300 million 

by Prasheeda Bremjit 
THRESH EK STAFF 

A smaller proportion of Rice 
students' financial aid will come 
from Federal Pell Grants next 
year after the U.S. Congress made 
changes to the eligibility formula 
that cut the federal program's an-
nual budget by $300 million. 

Nationwide, about 1.3 million 
students' grants will be reduced, 
and about 80,000-90,000 students 
will lose them entirely. 

Pell Grants are a form of need-
based aid provided to undergradu-
ates by the federal government 
and do not have to be repaid. 

Associate Director of Stu-
dent Financial Services Bonnie 
Rogers said the formula uses 
a s tuden t ' s expected family 
contribution, which is based on 
household income and cost of 
attendance, to determine eligibil-
ity. Students who qualify for the 
grant receive between $400 and 
$4,050 annually. 

'Hie new legislation changes 
the formula's income brackets so 
students currently receiving the 
minimum award may no longer 
be eligible. 

"Any time aid is cut, it causes 
some concern because cost of at-
tend- ini c is always rising," Rogers 
said. "[But] in some ways [the 
legislation is) not as inflammatory 
as some have made it out to be, 
because it doesn't really affect 
that many students at any given 
school." 

According to an analysis by 

Rogers, if the change had taken 
place this year, it would have af-
fected about nine Rice students. 

However, she said Rice will pro-
vide any student affected by the 
formula change with alternative 
sources of aid, leaving total aid at 
the same level. Student Financial 
Services will continue to follow its 
policy of meeting 100 percent of 
students' demonstrated financial 
need, Rogers said. 

'Any time aid is cut, it 
causes some concern 
because cost of 
attendance is always 
rising.' 

— Bonnie Rogers 
Associate director of Student 

Financial Services 

"Rice students |are | very lucky." 
Rogers said. "They might see a little 
bit different name of what their aid 
is, but it [will not] be less aid." 

Rogers said the new legislation 
will not affect federally subsidized 
Stafford Loans. Guidelines for 
loans remain unchanged. 

In response to media criticism 
of the cuts, President George W. 
Bush announced plans last Friday 
to ask Congress for an increase in 
the maximum Pell Grant by $500 
over the next five years, but has 
yet to release details. 

Peace Corps 
Recruits Rice 
Ready for your adventure in Africa. Asia, Latin 
America, Europe, Canbbean, or South Pacific9 Talk 
to Recruiter and Former Volunteer Annaiiese Limb 

• Wednesday. January 26, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Information Meeting 
Rice Career Services Conference Room 

.All majors are welcome! Opportunities in Health. 
Business, Community Development, Environment, 
Education and Agriculture For more info, email 
Annaiiese at ALimb@peacecorps.gov. 

www.peacecorps.gov • 800.424.8580 

PICK UP 
YOUR 

YEARBOOK 
Yearbooks for 2003/04 are here! 

The books are FREE to anyone who was 
a registered undergraduate during the 
2003/04 academic year. Books are also 

available for eligible s tudents for 
2000/01, 2001/02 and 2002/03. 

Pick yours up at: 

the Clubs Office or the Campanile office 
2nd floor, Ley Student Center 

mailto:ALimb@peacecorps.gov
http://www.peacecorps.gov
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Students hold event to remember tsunami victims 
by Stephanie Jennings 

[HkKSHIK STAH 

No students or faculty members 
were directly harmed in December's 
tsunami disaster in South Asia, but 
members of the Rice community have 
joined people around the world in 
expressing their grief for the victims 
of the disaster and initiating relief ef-
forts. More than 150 people attended 
a student-organized speaker session 
and vigil held Wednesday. 

In an e-mail sent to all university 
departments Dec. 30, President Da-
vid Leebron expressed his concern 
for members of the Rice community 
who may have been affected by the 
tsunami and encouraged students, 
faculty and staff members to offer aid 
to the victims of the disaster. 

7 originally could not 
figure out what she 
was talking about — 1 
thought it was a joke. 
I followed the news as 
much as possible and 
realized that things 
were much worse than I 
thought.' 

— Nissanka Wickretnasinghe 
Physics graduate student 

"The tragedy that continues to 
unfold across Southeast Asia, the 
subcontinent, and parts of Africa 
in the wake of the earthquake and 
devastating tsunami saddens all of 
us," the e-mail stated. "Our hearts 
go out to all of the victims across 
the world." 

About 15 percent of Rice's cur-
rent international undergraduate 
and graduate students are citizens 
of severely affected countries: 91 
students are from India, 7 are from 
Indonesia, 1 is from Thailand and 1 
is from Sri Lanka. 

Adria Baker, director of the Office 
of International Students and Scholars, 
said she has not heard from any inter-
national students who will not return 
to Rice because of the disaster. 

Baker said some international 
students from the affected countries 
contacted her via e-mail, phone calls 
and visits after the disaster. 

"We're hoping that the non-news is 
good news," she said. "[However], we 
haven't heard from everybody." 

Baker said even if no Rice students 

were directly affected, everyone 
has been indirectly affected by the 
disaster. 

"It's going to have a long-range 
effect for the whole world because 
the need is so tremendously great, 
probably more than we can fathom 
right now," Baker said. "It's very 
much of an unfolding event.... I don't 
believe that we can completely grasp 
and put our whole brains around how 
traumatic it is." 

Baker said the economic after-
shocks of the tsunami may cause a 
slight drop in international student 
enrollment at Rice. 

No Rice students were studying 
abroad in any of the affected areas 
when the tsunami hit. Assistant Direc-
tor for International Programs Vicki 
Seefeldt West said. 

"Of the countries that were af-
fected, pretty much Thailand's the 
only one where we have affiliates, and 
those are all in Bangkok or further 
north," West said. "We've talked to all 
of those program providers, and the 
folks in Bangkok said they felt a quake, 
but that was the extent they felt." 

West said she does not think the 
tsunami will discourage students 
from participating in foreign ex-
change programs in South Asia. 

"This was such a freak thing, and 
no one could predict it," West said. 
"We do have quite a few students 
who study in Asia each semester, and 
more generally each semester go to 
that area of the world. I'm hoping it 
won't have an impact." 

West said she knows of two Rice 
graduates who were in South Asia at 
the time of the tsunami. One, Alex 
Kipp (Jones '04), is participating in 
the Council on International Educa-
tional Exchange's Teach in Thailand 
program in central Thailand. The 
other, Erancesco Ferrari (Brown '04), 
is participating in the Japan Exchange 
and Teaching Program in Japan and 
was traveling in Thailand when the 
tsunami hit. Neither was harmed. 

"I got the postcard right at the 
beginning of the year that [Ferrari] 
was okay," West said. "Fortunately, 
he had been on the other side of 
Thailand in one of the islands in one 
of the unaffected areas." 

Although he did not go home for 
winter break, physics graduate stu-
dent Nissanka Wickremasinghe has 
family in Sri Lanka who experienced 
the tsunami. None of Wickremasing-
he's family was harmed. 

"My sister, who lives in Sri Lanka, 
left a message on my voicemail | say-
ingl, 'Everyone is OK,"' Wickrema-
singhe said. 

Wickremas inghe had not yet 
heard about the tsunami when his 
sister left the message. 

"I originally could not f igure 

CHANCE 
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Classes start ing 
Saturday, January 22nd 

& Saturday, February 5th 
at the Houston Kaplan Center 
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kaptest.com/mcat 

Test Prep and Admissions 
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Indonesian Consul General Eddy Poerwana speaks at Wednesday's Rice for Peace information session "Tsunami in 
South Asia: Past, Present and Future" in McMurtry Auditorium in Duncan Hall. More than 150 attended the event, which 
also included presentations from President David Leebron and the consul generals from India and Thailand. 

out what she was talking about — I 
thought it was a joke," Wickrema-
singhe said. "I followed the news 
as much as possible and realized 
that things were much worse than 
I thought." 

It took a day-and-a-half for Wick-
remasinghe to get in touch with his 
family in Sri Ixinka. 

"Some of my friends had lost their 
houses and other possessions, and 
some people we knew were missing," 
Wickremasinghe said "I also heard of 
entire families that were lost." 

Wickremasinghe 's family lives 
about two miles away from the coast 
of the Indian Ocean. The area was not 
hit by the tsunami. 

"What was really surreal to me was 
seeing places I used to visit regularly 
in Sri Iuinka flashed across on CNN," 
he said. 

Hanszen College senior Nithya 
Thiagarajan said some people who at-
tend her temple lost family members in 
the disaster. Thiagarajan has relatives 
in southeastern India but said most of 
these family members live inland in the 
part of India that was "blocked" by Sri 
I^anka during the tsunami. 

"It was [sad] seeing everyone 
crying and worrying and scheduling 

emergency flights home," Thiagara-
jan said. 

Several student organizations 
worked together to plan Wednesday's 
memorial for the tsunami victims. 
The Rice International Student As-
sociation and Rice for Peace hosted 
a presentation entitled 'Tsunami in 
South Asia: Past, Present and Future" 
in Duncan Hall Wednesday. Speakers 
included Earth Sciences Professor 
Dale Sawyer, a representative from 
NASA, Houston Red Cross Chapter 
CEO Davis Henderson and consul 
generals from Indonesia. India and 
Thailand, as well as a representative 
from the Sri Lankan Association. Le-
ebron and his wife, Ping Sun, attended 
and delivered a brief introduction. 

A candlelight vigil hosted by Lead-
ers for Change, the South Asian Soci-
ety, Rice Student Volunteer Program 
and the Rice Philharmonics followed 
the presentation. 

Community Involvement Center 
Director Mac Griswold said he hopes 
the vigil provided a cathartic outlet 
for the campus community. 

'To have something like a vigil, 
it's a chance for us to come together 
as a campus and recognize that there 
really is grief here, and people have 

lost loved ones and friends because 
of [the tsunami]," Griswold said. 

At the vigil, the Philharmonics and 
SAS handed out commemorative blue 
ribbons. All the groups collected do-
nations to help the tsunami victims. 

Griswold said s t u d e n t s can 
best help the tsunami relief effort 
by donating money to charitable 
organizations such as UNICEF or 
the Red Cross. 

"In general, the thing that helps 
in situations like this more than any-
thing else is cash donations," he said. 
"Unfortunately, that's difficult for col-
lege students and a lot of people. And 
there's usually a large outpouring of 
emotion and people want to help in 
times like this, but it's very difficult 
given that what most people can give 
is tangible goods." 

Rice's Chapter of Amnesty Inter 
national is working with an off-cam-
pus organization, Medical Bridges, 
to collect medical supplies, and this 
week, the 5H Club collected dona-
tions from students at the Student 
Center. The 5H Club is part of a larger 
organization called the International 
Association for Human Values, which 
will hold a fundraising concert at the 
Wortham Center Sunday. 

Grad students can pay for Passport 
by Laura Bruynell 

I OK I HI IHKI sill k 

Graduate s tudents can now 
benefi t f rom the Passpor t to 
Houston — for a small fee. For 
$55, graduate students can now 
purchase the METRO U-Pass, a 
part of the Passport to Houston 
that provides unlimited access to all 
METRO transit systems, including 
buses and the light rail. They may 
purchase the pass for a full calendar 
year from January 2005 until Janu-
ary 2006 or from September 2005 
until September 2006. 

The Passport to Houston pro-
gram, introduced in November by 
President David Leebron, provides 
a METRO U-Pass and free admis-
sion to the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston for each undergraduate 
student. The MFAH pass is not 
included in the graduate students' 
package. 

Graduate students in any de-
gree program except executive 
degree programs may purchase 
one pass per person. 

Leebron said the METRO pass 

is being offered to graduate stu 
dents so they can take advantage of 
Rice's heavily discounted rate. 

The President 's Office also 
plans to hold an event celebrat-
ing last semester's launch of the 
passport program and to form a 
student advisory panel to gather 
feedback on the program. 

The celebration is planned for 
Feb. 1, when the MFAH will host 
a special evening event exclu-
sively for Rice students from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. The event will include 
food and special exhibits. I>eebron 
will ride the METRORail with stu 
dents one stop to the museum. 

The President 's Office also 
plans to form a student advisory 
board for the passport program. 
The undergraduate committee 
will meet monthly and will collect 
feedback on the program and help 
tailor it to students' needs. 

The program is intended to 
encourage student involvement in 
Houston, strengthening education 
outside the classroom, Leebron 
said in November. He said he would 
work to add free or discounted 

admission to other museums and 
to create resources for students 
to find out about events outside 
Rice. 

Adviser to the President Mary-
ana Iskander (Wiess '97) said the 
committee will consist of individu-
als from various backgrounds, ma-
jors and residential colleges. 

"We're looking for a wide range 
of students — some students who 
are already sort of active beyond 
the hedges and go out into Houston 
andhaveasenseofwhat 'sout there, 
and maybe some students who 
want to do that hut still aren't sure 
how to do that," Iskander said. 

Advisory board members will 
likely provide information about 
opportunities in Houston in the 
colleges and work on programs to 
help visiting prospective students 
learn about and experience the city, 
Iskander said She said the commit-
tee will also work on improving the 
passport Web site. 

The application to be on the 
advisory board is due Jan. 28 and 
is available at http://www.ricr 
edu/passport. 

http://www.ricr
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As good as new 
The Coffeehouse added wooden furniture to its space in the Student Cent«r during winter break. The furniture, 
which is several years old, was previously used in the public dining rooms attached to Sammy's. 

Ovvlnet lab opens in RMC basement 
by Jenny Rees 

THRESHER K l i rTOR lA l STAFF 

The mini-Owlnet lab located in the 
basement of the Student Center, in 
the Student Organizations' Resource 
Center next to Willy's Pub. opened 
for operation at the beginning of the 
semester. 

The lab, funded by $10,(XX) from 
t he Office of Student Af fairs, includes 
three i Mac computers, three PCs and 
an Owlnet printer. 

A Rice II) is not required to enter 
the mini-Owlnet lab, but special 
ID access is required to enter the 

Student Center through the door 
near Willy's Pub when the building 
is closed at night. Club presidents 
can request II) access for members 
of their clubs by submitting lists of 
members to Student Center I)irector 
Boyd Beckwith. 

A Rice Owlnet account is needed 
to use the p r in t e r in the mini-
Owlnet lab. 

Beckwith said the lab was in-
tended to make the resource center 
more useful to clubs, although the 
lab is open to all students. 

"We're t rying to stop it from be-
ing just a s torage space to a space 

where (student organizations] can 
conduct small meet ings and work 
on projects," Beckwith said. 

Hie Student Center also added 
three iMac stations near the Office 
of Academic Advising in Decem-
ber. Originally, only Web sites on 
the Rice network were available at 
these express stations. However, 
the machines were modified soon 
after being installed to allow access 
to any Web site. 

"We have not had any complaints," 
Beckwith said. "The system is not 
crashing due to viruses being down-
loaded." 

Camacho takes EI Paso med school job 
by June Liu 

FOK T l i K THRESHER 

Former Vice President for Student 
Affairs Zenaido Camacho appeared 
at the men's basketball game Satur-
day to inform students he is taking 
a position as the managing director 
of Texas Tech University Health Sci-
ence Center 's new medical school in 
El Paso, set to open in 2008. Camacho 
was hired by Texas Tech about a 
week ago and plans to remain until 
his retirement. 

Camacho and his wife, Carol, left 
Wednesday for El Paso, where they 
bought a house earlier this month. 

As the managing director of the 
new campus, Camacho will report 
to the dean and will be in charge 
of planning the admission process, 
the curriculum and other details for 
the school. 

According to the El I'aso Times, 
the school needs $68 million from the 
state to start operations in 2008. One 
of El Paso legislators' top priorities 

this legislative session is to obtain the 
necessary funds to start the school. 
Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. David 
I )ewhurst are also strong supporters 
of the school. 

Construction on a research tower 
has already started, while ground-
breaking for a classroom building is 
expected to occur in October. 

The medical school's first class of 
40 students will graduate in 2012. In 
its second year, the school plans to 
enroll 80 students. 

The last time a new accredited 
medical school opened in the United 
States was 20 years ago at Mercer Col-
lege in Macon, Ga., the El Paso Times 
reported. In Texas, the last time a new 
medical school opened was almost 
30 years ago. 

Camacho said he announced his 
plans at Saturday's basketball game 
to say farewell to students. 

"It gave me an opportunity to say 
goodbye to the students," Camacho 
said. "I'm going to miss them a lot." 

Ix)vett College senior William 

McKee said he was at the basketball 
game when Camacho made his ap-
pearance. 

"It was great to see him one more 
time and a chance to congratulate him 
on his next stop," McKee said. 

Ixist Friday, Camacho met with 
staff member s from Student Affairs 
to tell them about his new job. He also 
spoke with Student Affairs Division 
Adminis t ra tor Linda Cooper and 
French Professor Deborah Nelson-
C ampbell, the chair of the Committee 
on Examinations and Standing. 

Camacho said he will always re-
member his time at Rice fondly 

"I will never have the kind of 
experience that I had at Rice," Ca-
macho said. "It was just so wonderful 
to be surrounded by stellar, stellar 
people." 

Despite his new obligations, Cama-
cho said he will try to attend this year's 
commencement ceremony. 

"I'm going to do everything I pos-
sibly can to be here for commence-
ment," Camacho said. 

Registrar announces fee 
reduction for transcripts 

by Monica Huang 
T H R E S H E R STAFF 

Applying to g r a d u a t e school h a s 
b e c o m e a slightly l ess expensive 
proposi t ion. T h e Regis t rar ' s Off ice 
reduced the fee for t ranscr ip ts from 
$10 to $5 beg inn ing Jan. 1. 

Registrar David Tenney (Sid '87) 
sent an e-mail to s tuden t s announc-
ing the c h a n g e Dec. 15. 

Tenney, who b e c a m e reg i s t ra r 
beg inn ing in Sep tember , said he 
decided to c h a n g e the fee af ter 
severa l s t u d e n t s c o n t a c t e d h im 
about it. T h e fee per t ranscr ipt was 
$5 until t he 2003-'04 academic year, 
when it inc reased to $7. It rose to 
$10 for 2004-'05. 

T e n n e y r e s e a r c h e d t ranscr ip t 
fees at o the r univers i t ies be fore 
r e c o m m e n d i n g t h e 5 0 - p e r c e n t 
r e d u c t i o n to P r e s i d e n t Dav id 
L e e b r o n , w h o a g r e e d with t h e 
r ecommenda t ion . 

"We're now much more in line 
with our peers," Tenney said. "We 
found that in comparison to many of 
the private schools, the $10 was much 
higher than it should have been. For 
instance, [the University of Texasi 
and [Texas A&M University) are 
$10 a transcript, but Rice is neither 
of those schools. Generally speaking, 
public [schools' fees) are more." 

The transcript fee goes primarily 
toward paying for staff time, Tenney 
said. T h e r e are also c h a r g e s for the 
online o rde r ing sys tem, but other-
wise, t he r e are few direct expenses 
associated with t ranscr ip ts . Other 
e x p e n s e s inc lude t h e t ranscr ip t 
paper and sys tem main tenance . 

T h e R e g i s t r a r ' s O f f i c e d o e s 
not collect the t ranscr ipt fees . In-
s tead, the money is handled by the 
Cash ie r ' s Off ice and goes toward 
the univers i ty 's genera l fund. 

Jones College sophomore Chris-
tina Tjok, who o rde red a t ranscript 
last week, said the old fee s eemed 
unreasonab le . 

"I think [the c h a n g e ] is a really 
good idea," Tjok said. "Ten dollars 
is ridiculous. If you o rder five, that 's 
$50 already." 

B a k e r C o l l e g e s e n i o r Alan 
Pham orde red several t ranscr ip ts 
last semes te r . Pham said the fee 
d e c r e a s e is most beneficial to un-

de rc l a s smen , s ince it c o m e s af ter 
mos t sen iors have a l ready o rde red 
t ranscr ip t s to apply for g r adua t e 
school or fel lowships. 

"They used to be $5, so it 's nice 
that they went back to $5," Pham 
said. "It didn' t used to be so high. 
It sucks for seniors because they've 
already o rde red the i r s , but I g u e s s 
it's good for u n d e r c l a s s m e n , espe-
cially s ince e v e r y t h i n g r e q u i r e s 
t ranscr ip t s now." 

' We 're now much 
more in line with our 
peers. We found that in 
comparison to many of 
the private schools, $10 
was much higher than it 
should have been.' 

— David Tenney (Sid '87) 
Registrar 

T r a n s c r i p t s can c u r r e n t l y be 
o rde red in t h r ee ways: in person 
at the Regis t rar ' s Office, by mail 
or online. 

Online t ranscr ipt o rde r ing has 
been of fe red for less than one year. 
The Registrar 's Off ice had original-
ly contracted with a company called 
Campus Direct , but it went out of 
b u s i n e s s last fall. T h e Nat ional 
S tuden t C l e a r i n g h o u s e , a l a rge 
t ranscr ip t s e rv ice company that 
con t rac t s with un ivers i t i es such 
as Yale University and J o h n s Hop-
k ins Univers i ty , now p r o c e s s e s 
online t ranscr ip t o r d e r s for the 
Regis t rar ' s Office. 

D e c e m b e r and J a n u a r y a r e 
heavy mon ths for t ranscript orders , 
Tenney said. In December , the of-
fice p rocessed 2,037 t ranscr ipts . In 
compar i son , only about 500 were 
r e q u e s t e d in S e p t e m b e r . Abou t 
1,400 of the D e c e m b e r r e q u e s t s 
were made by walk-in or mail, and 
about 600 came t h r o u g h the online 
service . T h e off ice only recent ly 
s t a r t ed t r ack ing t h e n u m b e r of 
reques t s . 

T h e B a k e r I n s t i t u t e for Public Policy is seeking 
applicants for its new Washington DC summer internship 
program The program will provide stipends sufficient 
to support Rice undergraduates conducting policy-making 
research at government agencies and private think tanks 
and NGOs in DC in summer 2005. Those accepted must be 
currently enrolled as full-time undergraduates throughout 
fall 2005. Those selected will attend a seminar on public 
policy and global affairs coterminous with their internships 
and will write a research report for publication. Applicants 
are responsible for establishing internships and residency in 
DC. Interested students should send the following materials 
by Jan. 28 to Steven Lewis. Washington Policy Research 
Internship committee. Baker Institute, MS-40: 

1. .4 letter of application with your campus and home 

addresses, telephone number and e-mail 

2. 4 short essay of no more than 600 words describing 

your career goals, your internship plans, and how 

these tie in with the mission and policy research of 

the Baker Institute 

3. .4 resume 

4. An official transcript 

5. One letter of recommendation from an individual who 

can discuss your ability to conduct policy research. 

Questions should be addressed to swlewis@rice.edu 

mailto:swlewis@rice.edu
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Former professor and 
interim president dies 

by Jen Evans 
THRESHER STAFF 

Frank Vandiver, who served as 
interim president of Rice from 1969-
'70. died of heart and lung problems 
Jan. 7 in College Station, Texas. Van-
diver was a professor and administra-
tor at Rice for 24 years. He was 79. 

Vandiver began teaching at Rice 
in 1955 as a history professor. He 
was an expert in military history, and 
his academic contributions include 
work on the Papers of Jefferson Da-
vis project and many articles in the 
Journal of Southern History. Before 
leaving Rice to become president of 
then-North Texas State University in 
1979. he also served as provost and 
master of Brown College. 

As a professor. Vandiver was well 
known for his interesting lectures. 
He sometimes came to class wearing 
costumes related to the material he 
was teaching. 

"He was a powerful professor be-
cause his lectures were like his writing 
—vivid and colorful" History Professor 
John Boles (Will Rice *65) said. 

Boles, who is the editor of the 
Journal of Southern History, said 
students who were not registered for 
Vandiver's classes came to lectures 
anyway because he was widely known 
for his passion for the Civil War. 

Lynda Crist (Brown '67), editor 
of the Jefferson Davis papers, said 
Vandiver was also popular with 
students because he cared for them 
deeply. He was always prepared to 
write recommendations and assist 
with job searches, and he often hosted 
students in his home, Crist said. 

"He never bragged about his own 
accomplishments, but if one of his 
students was published or got a new 
job, he made sure that everyone knew 
about it," Crist said. 

IDs 
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such as Willy Week 
Matthews said he is pleased with 

the progress of his proposal. 
"It was a good t imetable for 

Rice," Matthews said. "It proceeded 
a lot more quickly than I thought it 
would." 

Lovett College f reshman Ben 
Geesaman said he looks forward to 
the added convenience. 

"N ow, when your friends from other 
colleges visit you won'thave to go down 
and let them in." Geesaman said. 

Vandiver became interim presi-
dent after the board of governors' 
appointment of William Masterson, 
a former dean of humanities, to suc-
ceed President Kenneth Pitzer failed 
in 1969. Faculty and students spoke 
out against Masterson's appointment, 
and he withdrew before starting as 
president. 

Vandiver served as interim presi-
dent in 1969 until Norman Hacker-
man was appointed in 1970. Vandiver 
then served as provost from 1970-73 
and. after spending a year teaching at 
United States Military Academy, re-
turned to Rice to serve in the position 
of provost and vice president from 
1975-'80, when he left for then-North 
Texas State University. He became 
president of Texas A&M University 
but remained in touch with his former 
colleagues and students at Rice and 
remained chief adviser to the Papers 
of Jefferson Davis project. 

"During his time there, Rice was 
everything to him," Vandiver's daugh-
ter, Nita Jackson (Brown '79), said. 

Jackson said Vandiver appreci-
ated that Rice treated its students as 
members of the intelligentsia and 
maintained a strong undergraduate 
program. Part of the reason he came 
to Rice was because of its strong 
emphasis on undergraduate teach-
ing, she said. 

"He would like to be remembered 
as an iconoclastic and creat ive 
teacher," Jackson said. 

Vandiver is survived by his wife, 
three children and six grandchildren. 
Donations in his honor may be made 
to the Jefferson Davis Project, the 
Texas A&M University Libraries, 
American University at Cairo Library 
or the University of North Texas 
Library. 

A memorial service for Vandiver 
was held at Rice Chapel Jan. 11. 

Lovett junior Peter Darrell said he 
was pleased with the administration's 
response. 

"It'sgood for [the administration) 
to listen to student suggestions like 
that," Darrell said. 

College masters and presidents 
will gauge s tudent opinions at 
each college and report back to 
the M a s t e r s ' Commi t t ee at its 
next meeting Jan. 25. Wolfe said 
the plan may be implemented as 
early as Feb. 1. 

Become a Part of the Solution 

The James A Itakei III Institute for Public Policy is now accepting applications lor student interns 
tor the spring 3 ) 0 5 semester This is your chance to work directly w ith Institute Fel lows a/id Rice 
Faculty on exi t ing areas oTresearch including Inicrgy Policy, Health I conomi t Policy, U.S. Foreign 
and Domest ic Policy, International Economic Policy . Tax Policy. Science Policy. Chinese Cul ture , 
and the Americas Project Interns will work up to 10 hours week the work may involve research, 
writing, edit ing and of f ice work including copying, filing, etc 

Applicants must provide the following: 

r Application letter stating areas o f interest 
»• Resume 

» Official Sealed Transcript 
<- One I eticr of Recommendat ion 

Applications will be considered on a first iiune first wrveri basis 

Comple t ed appl icat ions should he addressed to : Baker Institute Student Internship Program. 
Attention Jason Lyons. Senior Research Coordinator . Baker institute MS-40 Quest ions may be sent 
to i v l x m y ^ ali .m-u.rltc t'du. 
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'It's like driving a toaster through a car wash' 
Water surrounds a computer in a Will Rice College room Jan. 1 4 after the room sprinkler went off and flooded the 
room for about 1 0 minutes. According to Housing and Dining, it was the first time a sprinkler soaked an individual 
room s ince a similar incident at Jones College three years ago. 

FORMAN 
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sibility will be coordinating academic, 
social and residential programs re-
lated to undergraduate life. 

"We are very interested in achiev-
ing the best possible integration 
between ... the formal and informal 
components of the educational ex-
perience of undergraduates — what 
takes place in the classroom, outside 
the classroom, in the colleges and 
off-campus," Levy said. 

Areas under the dean's authority 
will include the general education cur-
riculum; the college system; academic, 
career and international study advis-
ing; community service programs; 
special programs such as Leadership 
Rice and the Century Scholars Pro-
gram; and other programs that fall 
outside the particular responsibility 
of the academic deans. 

Forman, who chairs the Math-
ematics Department, has been at 
Rice for 17 years. He has served as 
Jones master since Fall 2002 and 
was a faculty representative on the 
search commit tee that selected 
Leebron in December 2003. He also 
chairs the Rice University Athletics 
Committee. 

In choosing Forman, Levy said he 
and Leebron considered a number 
of qualities. 

"Foremost among [our criteria] 
were a deep interest in students and 
their educational experience; a deep 
interest in the totality of student life 
and the student experience inside and 
outside the classroom; the ability to 
work in a very collegial fashion with 
faculty colleagues, with the leader-
ship of the university and with the 
students; and an imagination and abil-
ity to envision the future in a creative 
and liberated way," Levy said. 

Leebron said Forman's experi 
ence as a master helped prepare him 
for the deanship. 

"We were looking for someone 
energetic and entrepreneurial... who 
had demonstrated a concern for stu-
dents and a commitment to working 
with them," Leebron said "With his 
experience as a master, [Foreman 1 
knows what it is to provide help di-
rectly to a student, not just sit on top 
of an administrative structure." 

Forman will continue to be a 
member of the mathematics faculty 
but will give up the chair as soon as a 
successor can be found. Forman said 
he will continue to conduct research 
and oversee his graduate students 
and would also like to teach one 
class per year. However, he canceled 
the course he was planning to teach 
this semester, MATH 502: Topics 
in Differential Geometry, to allow 
time to become familiar with his 
new position. 

The offices overseen by the Of-
fice of Student Af fairs will continue 
to operate as usual as Forman takes 
over leadership, Leebron said. 

Forman said he plans to move into 
the Student Affairs offices in Lovett 
Hall immediately and to work with 
Hutchinson and other members of 
the Student Affairs staff to learn about 
the operations of the office. 

"It's an absolute priority that the 
students do not experience any break 
in the resources available to them," 
Forman said. 

Leebron said the office will be 
organized to allow for flexibility in 
providing services to students. 

"One of the concerns expressed 
by students, and I think a very 
legitimate one, is that we not make 
this bureaucratically complicated," 
Leebron said. 

Forman said he is aware that 
many students have been unsettled 
by Camacho's retirement and the 
res t ruc tur ing of Student Affairs 
this semester. 

"There is a sense [of uncertainty] 
among students and faculty as well, 
this question mark above the office," 
Forman said. "What I look forward 
to is getting past that to say. "What 
can we accomplish?' There are lots 
of processes in holding patterns, 
conversations put on hold, that I 
hope to be able to start up again in 
the near future." 

Forman said he would like to 
see faculty members become more 
interested in discussing undergradu-
ate education. 

T h e value of [reviewing the un-
dergraduate curriculum] is not just 
in the curricular innovations that may 
result or the ideas people may have for 
new courses or new programs," For-
man said. "I think there's a real value 
in the conversations themselves—to 
have people regularly talking about 
the undergraduate education." 

Another of Forman's goals is to find 
ways to make the residential colleges 
more inclusive and promote campus-
wide social opportunities, he said. 

"I've talked to a number of students, 
many of whom are living off-campus 
now, who tell me they feel as if the 
only way to get into the Rice culture is 
through the colleges, and if they don't 
get into their college culture, then 
they're somewhat at a loss for how to 
become connected to Rice in a social 
sense." Forman said "One of the things 
I think we should be thinking about 
... is how to create a broader range of 
social opportunities for students so we 
can become more inclusive." 

However. Forman said he strongly 
supports the colleges and does not 
plan to limit their scope. 

"The college system isa wonderful 
and unique aspect of Rice, and I don't 
have in mind any dramatic overhaul 
of the system. ... I live in a college 
and see how exciting it is and what 
a nurturing, supportive community 
it is and how many wonderful things 
go on there: the academic groups and 
the social groups and the charity wt >rk 
and the outreach and the emotional 
support that the students offer each 
other," Forman said. 

In addition to the dean of under-
graduates, another new position, the 
dean of students, will be created. The 
dean of students will assist the dean 
of undergraduates with issues specifi-
cally related to student affairs. 

"Part of the purpose [of creating 
the dean of undergraduates position I 
was to vest responsibility in a single 
person for thinking and planning 
ambitiously about our undergradu-
ate education." Leebron said. "That's 
simply not possible if we burden that 
person with every aspect of the ad-
ministration of Student Affairs." 

Leebron said the dean of stu-
dents position may be filled on 
an interim basis within the next 
month while a more ex tens ive 
search is conducted. 

I>eebron said he is not yet sure 
how the responsibility for graduate 
student affairs, which previously 
were handled by the Office of Student 
Affairs, will be divided He said this 
decision will be made with collabora-
tionbetween Forman. Leebron, Levy 
and Vice Provost for Research and 
Graduate Studies Jordan Konisky. 

Hie job description for the dean 
of u n d e r g r a d u a t e s position was 
released in late September, anil the 
search committee was formed in early 
October. The committee solicited 
applications and nominations of can-
didates through early November. 

The job description stated applicants 
should be tenured faculty members. 

The committee interviewed six 
candidates, including faculty mem 
bers from the School of Humanities, 
the School of Social Sciences and the 
Wiess School of Natural Sciences. 

Before interviewing candidates, 
the committee met with a group of 
deans, a delegation of college mas-
ters. representatives from Student 
Affairs and Curriculum Committee 
Chair Bill Wilson, a biology and 
biochemistry researcher. Hie com-
mittee conducted interviews between 
Nov. 30 and Dec 9, and Matusow 
submitted the recommendat ions 
to the President 's Office in mid 
December. 

Leebron and Î evy interviewed all 
candidates on the committee's short 
list before making their decision. 
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Shuttle stops In Rice Village 

Bissonnet St 

Sunset Blvd 

Rice 
University 

• Rice Blvd. and Kelvin Dr. 
• University Blvd. and Kelvin Dr. 

Rice Village shuttle runs Fridays and Saturdays 5:30-10:30 p.m. 

Shopping shuttle stops 

Sunset Blvd. 

University / 

3 / 
CJ / 
Q) / 

/ H o l c o m b e Blvd. 

University / 

3 / 
CJ / 
Q) / 

/ H o l c o m b e Blvd. 

* 

B <• 
o 

<o $•/ jp/ 

Target 

Fiesta 

Shopping shuttle runs Saturdays 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

SHUTTLES 
From page 1 

T h e univers i ty ' s pa rk ing and 
transportation budget will pay for the 
service, and the operating expenses 
for the shuttle include the salary for 
a new driver. 

Hanszen College senior Chrissy Da-
vis said she plans to use the shuttle. 

"1 think that this service is one of 
the best ideas Rice's administration 
has come up with in a long time," 
Davis said. "It's really taking into 
account the fact that s tudents with 
out cars have some trouble gett ing 
around Houston " 

Ixivett College sophomore Sara 
McBride, who owns a car, said she 
found the shuttle useful. 

"I think it's cool," McBride said. 
"I used the one to The Village once, 
and that was very helpful." 

Sid Richardson College f reshman 
Jose Salazar, who does not own a car, 
said he will probably use the shuttle a 
couple of t imes over the next semes-
ter. He said the service will be useful 
for many students around campus. 

"I think ifsagood thing for everyone 
as a whole," Salazar said. "I have plenty 
of friends that I've seen that have to go 
on their bikes and bring back stuff, and 
they're looking for rides." 

A group of students enrolled in the 
leadersh ip Rice class, UNIV309: Cre-
ating and Managing Change, in the 
fall surveyed about 500 Rice students, 
faculty and staff members and found 
strong support for a weekend shuttle 
service. Ieve t t sophomore Jacob 
Iepez , a member of the group, said 
the member s presented their find-
ings to l e e b r o n and to the Parking 

Interim decision numbers drop slightly 
by Josh Cooley 

FOR THE THRESHER 

Interim decision admission appli-
cations dropped this year, following 
a similar decrease in early decision 
applications in the fall. 

As of Wednesday, the Admission 
Office had received 2,933 complete 
interim decision applications, down 
from 3,348 last year, Vice President 
for Enrollment Ann Wright said. 
Wright said 74 students who applied 
interim decision have not yet submit-
ted application fees, and the office is 
holding those students ' applications 
until the fees are received. 

The size of the student 
body is an important 
issue we have to talk 
about, [but] the plan 
is no expansion next 
year in the size of the 
student body.' 

— IJavid Leebron 
President 

The postmark date for interim 
decision applications is Dec. 1, and 
the Admission ()ffice must notify these 
applicants of its decision by Feb. 10. 

Wright said many students applied 
later than usual this year because of 
the single-choice early action policies 
of Rice's peer institutions, which 
restrict applicants to only one early 
application. 

"Many s tuden t s think our in-
ter im decision admiss ion is a type 
of early action," Wright said. "So 
they think they can't apply [to Rice J 

inter im decision. T h e s e s tuden t s 
wait until they hea r f rom Harvard , 
Stanford and Yale, and apply (to 
Rice] af ter that ." 

Of the estimated 720 spots avail-
able for the class of 2009, 162 were 
offered to early decision applicants. 
Wright said she expects almost all of 
these students to enroll because early 
decision is binding . T h e early deci-
sion application deadline was Nov. 1, 
and applicants were notified of their 
admission status Dec. 15. 

The early decision pool is pre-
dominant ly Texan , and t h u s not 
representative of the geographic and 
ethnic diversity of the incoming class, 
Wright said. 

Rice offered admission to 163 
early decision applicants last year. 

Th i s fall, 727 f r e s h m e n matricu-
lated at Rice. Total enro l lment has 
increased by about two percen t 
per year over the past four years . 
It g rew f rom 2,822 in 2003-'04 to 
2,880 in 2004-'05. Both Wright and 
Pres ident David l e e b r o n said they 
do not think Rice's u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
enrol lment will change significantly 
next year. 

"The size of the student body is 
an important issue we have to talk 
about, I but | the plan is no expansion 
next year in the size of the student 
body," l e e b r o n said. 

As of Wednesday, Admissions 
Office staff members had entered 
2,960 regular decision applications 
into the office's computer system. 
Wright said many applications have 
yet to be entered, so the number 
should increase significantly. 

Last year, the Admission Office 
received a record 8,106 applications. 
T h e high n u m b e r of applications 
may have been due in part to the 
nat ional publicity Rice rece ived 
af ter the basebal l team won the 
2003 NCAA national championship , 
Wright said. Wright said she did not 

expect to receive as many applica-
t ions for the upcoming fall t e rm this 
year, especially because many of 
Rice's peer insti tutions a re see ing 
flat application numbers . 

"I thought we would be lower, but 
we're very close to the same number 
of applications," she said. 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Dean Currie 

VPFA 
From page 1 

today is far superior to what 
it was," Binford said. "He has 
chosen the leaders that run 
these depar tments , and they 
are some of the best you can 
find at any university." 

Currie said there are two as-
pects of Rice he will miss most. 

"First are the wonderful 
people that make up the com-
munity and the good friends 
that I 've made," Currie said. 
"Second are the brilliant but 
irreverent s tudents — but I 've 
heard rumors that Cal Tech 
may not be that different." 

Committee at the end of October. 
Though presented after approval 

of the shuttle plan, the results of the 
poll were encouraging to l e eb ron , 
Lopez said. 

'We're trying to look 
at these issues not 
only as parking issues 
but as parking and 
transportation issues.' 

— David Leebron 
President 

Wiess College junior Naaz Khu-
mawala, one of three undergraduate 
representatives on the Parking Com-
mittee, said the committee hopes 
more students will choose to leave 
their cars at home, opting to use new 
programs like the shopping shuttle 
and the METRO U-Pass instead. 

"What they are realizing is that we 
have a limited amount of space, but 
we're growing," Khumawala said. "Is 
the solution going to be to build a five-
story parking lot in Founder's Court? 
Who knows. But you want to avoid 
that as long as possible. We try to look 
at it from a standpoint of how do we 
maximize our space efficiency, so that 
students do not need cars as much as 
other members on campus." 

ff The B o n i u k C e n t e r 
far the Study and A d v j n r r r r i e m of Relig.ou* Tolerance a! Rice University 

STUDENT ESSAY 
INVITATIONAL 

IS RICE TOLERANT? 

People from many different religions, ethnicities, races, 
nationalities, socio-economic classes, cultures and lifestyles live 
and work in the Rice community. Is Rice a tolerant community? 
Are people respected here at Rice even if they do not belong to a 

majority? Is Rice in any way an example of tolerance to others in 
Houston or in the university community at large? 

We invite essays not exceeding 500 words on the question of 
tolerance at Rice. We will read the essays and share the consensus 
of opinion with the Rice community in the spring via our website. 

Three $50 Prizes for top entries. 
0 

Send your essay to tolerance@rice.edu 
New Deadline M a r c h 1, 2005. Include your full name, phone 

number and email address, and student ID number. 

mailto:tolerance@rice.edu
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Sid, Martel learn new masters after Leebron decision 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHER KDITORIA1 S T M T 

Political Science Professor Me-
lissa Marschall and Electrical and 
Computer Engineering Professor 
Michael Orchard were named the 
new Sid Richardson College masters, 
and Earth Science Professor Gerald 
Dickens and his wife, Michelle McCor-
mick, were named masters of Martel 
College, President David Leebron 
announced in a listserv message sent 
Dec. 14. Their five-year terms will 
begin in fall 2005. 

'They seem to self-
govern themselves in 
a way that we really 
appreciate, we like and 
we approve of.' 

— Michael Orchard 
Recently named 

Sid Richardson College master 

In a change from recent procedure, 
Leebron participated in the interview 
process, choosing between two un-
ranked candidates recommended by 
each college's student search commit-
tee. In the past, the president has been 
the final authority in choosing college 
masters but has received only one rec-
ommendation from each committee. 

Both committees compiled lists 
of advantages and disadvantages for 
their final candidates, and the chairs 
met with Leebron to discuss the lists. 
Martel Vice President Megan Rua, 
who co-chaired the college's search 
committee, said Leebron was atten-
tive to the students and took then-
thoughts into consideration when 
deciding whom to choose. 

"It was nice to know we weren't 
forgotten," Rua, a junior, said "We 
were very much on his thoughts when 
he was picking " 

Sid search committee chair Scott 
Hersey, a junior, said he thinks the new 
process still allows students to share in 
the responsibilities of the search. 

"I don't think that's necessarily a 
bad thing — letting [Leebron 1 make 
the final decision." Hersey said, "lit] 
takes a little bit of pressure off the 
student s because lots of times a faculty 
member will get their feelings hurt, 
and they can get mad at the students. 
... It really is in his hands. It's not 
something where people can really 
get mad at us." 

Leebron said he will continue 
to evaluate the process, which will 
include newly named Dean of Un-
dergraduates Robin Forman in the 
future. Other changes might include 
involving faculty members, resident 
associates, college associates or other 
masters in the search committees, Wi-
ess College Master and master search 
adviser Katherine Donato said. 

Some AADA alumni. . . 

Leebron said selection of college 
masters is important to the entire Rice 
community, not just the students of a 
particular college. 

"I think whatever process we 
have will have a very strong role for 
the people in the college," Leebron 
said. "The question that exists is, for 
these very important appointments 
of concern and interest to the broad 
community, whether the process 
ought to be isolated in a way that is 
different from every other selection 
on this campus." 

Despite the potential for greater 
involvement in the process by people 
outside the college, Leebron said 
the colleges' individual personalities 
would not be compromised. 

"These colleges, to the extent they 
have personalities, those personalities 
are derived from more than seven or 10 
years ago," he said. "More than seven 
or 10 years ago, [Rice] had a process 
that involved people outside the col-
leges to a very significant degree." 

Hersey said the Sid committee 
searched for masters who would best 
fit the college's laid-back personality. 
The committee members also wanted 
masters who would offer good advice 
but be comfortable taking a hands-off 
approach to governing the college, 
which has a strong self-government, 
he said. 

"We've got really excellent mas-
ters, [Laura and Steve Cox], right 
now, and so we don't have a whole lot 
of expectations of our [new] masters 
having to come in and make changes 
to the colleges and make our life better, 
make our life easier," Hersey said. 

Hersey said committee members 
felt Marschall and Orchard were both 
approachable and easy to talk to. 

Marschall and Orchard, who are 
engaged, first identified Sid as the 
college at which they would like to 
serve at a reception for potential 
master candidates hosted by Leebron 
Oct. 7. They were impressed by the 
level of participation by all different 
types of people on the search com-
mittee, as well as the college's self-
governance methods, they said. 

"They seem to self-govern them-
selves in a way that we really ap-
preciate, we like and we approve 
of," Orchard said. " So there was no 
feeling at all that we would want to 
be coming and changing anything, 
doing anything. It really felt like it's 
a working system, in good shape to 
go off toward the future ... and as a 
master, the opportunity was there to 
participate in the future. We really 
don't perceive the role of having to 
fix anything." 

As masters, Marschall and Or-
chard plan to continue the current 
tradition of hosting groups of students 
at their home for Sunday dinner and 
hope to enable associates, faculty 
members and graduate students to 
interact with the college's members 
by hosting social events. 

"I think we're probably looking 
forward most to just getting to know 
the students and participating in a 
really unique opportunity," Marschall 
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Professor Gerald Dickens and his wife, Michelle McCormlck (left), were named masters of Martel College in December. 
Professors Melissa Marschall and Michael Orchard (right) were named Sid Rlcharuson College masters. 

said. "College professors spend a 
lot of time around students in the 
classroom, but for the most part, they 
don't involve themselves that much in 
students' lives, and even though Rice 
is small and there's a lot of interaction 
between faculty and students, I think 
it's still not that common that you 
have ongoing relationships with a lot 
of students." 

Marschall and Orchard said they 
would also like to further involve off-
campus students in college life. 

The two were introduced to the 
college at Sid's Council meeting 
Tuesday. The committee plans to host 
a cookout to welcome them in the next 
several weeks. 

This master search process was 
the first for Martel since the college 
opened in Fall 2(X)1. Since the college's 
opening, Physics and Astronomy Pro-
fessor Arthur Few and his wife, Joan, 
have served as its masters. 

Martel's relative newness is one of 
its defining aspects. The college does 
not have as many traditions as the others 
and is still trying to determine those it 
wants to adopt, McCormick said. 

"What's neat about Martel is you 
have a fantastic group of students, but 
they're in a position that they can shape 
and make that college however they 

want, which is different [from other 
colleges]," Dickens said. 

'We chose the Dickens 
as a family because 
we liked their energy 
and the youth that they 
brought into the project.' 

— Megan Rua 
Martel master search 

committee co-chair 

Like Martel, the Dickens family is a 
young one. The couple has three chil-
dren: Dylan, 8, Kyle, 6 and Kyleigh, 3. 
The Martel search committee noticed 
how much other members of Martel 
enjoyed interacting with the children, 
search committee co-chair Luis Aran-
dia, a junior, said. The family's energy 
was also a positive factor for members 
of the search committee. 

"We chose the Dickens as a family 
because we liked their energy and 
the youth that they brought into the 

project," Rua said. "We were very 
impressed with Michelle's willing-
ness to be involved, as the non-Rice 
component of the family." 

McCormick said the master expe-
rience will be enriching for their chil-
dren and will enable her and Dickens 
to support Rice students. 

"We're both young at heart, and 
we both really think we could help 
out the students," McCormick said 
"Just to be there for the students 
will be a great thing, any way to help 
them get through their four years and 
make sure they have the best college 
experience that they could possibly 
have is something that we both would 
really like to do." 

Dickens agreed that the initial 
adjustment could be tough. 

"For us, I think it will work fine, but 
just having to go from a family where 
we all just do our little thing together to 
suddenly having a 300-person family, 
that will be challenging, but I think it 
will be exciting," Dickens said. 

The family also plans to invite 
groups of students over to the mas-
ters' house for dinner, as well as 
attend meals in the commons and 
intramural sporting events, to get to 
know students on a first-name basis, 
Dickens said. 
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After 32 years, White to retire 
by Joel Hernandez 

THKISHI - .KSTAIT 

Jones College Coordinator 
Jackie White will retire March 25 
after 32 years of service. 

White joined the university staff 
in 1972 and spent about a year work-
ing in the computer lab and then the 
Admission Office until her current 
position opened at Jones. 

"I applied for the position and 
was hired, and have never con-
sidered leaving until retirement," 
White said. 

While White's role as coordi-
nator has remained essentially 
the same, her responsibilities 
have evolved over the past three 
decades. 

"There has been an increase in 
responsibility, such as accountabil-
ity for larger budgets, using more 
technical equipment and maintain-
ing records for more students," 
WTiite said. 

Whitehas dealt with seven sets 
of masters and about 20 resident 
associates. Current Jones Master 
Robin Forman said he has often 
benefited from White's experience 
at the college. 

"It's absolutely stunning to me 
how clearly she remembers every 
student that has passed through 
Jones in the last 30 years," Forman 
said. "I can mention any name or 
incident, and she immediately 
recalls any details and can fill me 
in on the context." 

White said one of her favorite 
Rice traditions is the annual Beer-
Bike race. 

"I have always felt that Beer-
Bike has been the most memorable 
event at Rice for me," White said 
"I watch the students train all year 
for the one great event." 

In 1980, White saw Jones trans-
form from a female-only college to 
a coed one. She said many Jones 
students initially had doubts about 
the transition, but Lovett College's 
concurrent switch from a male-only 
college to a coed college made the 
change very successful. 

"The transition went very 
smoothly, except [for) my rule that 
you must wear a shirt when you 
come to the office," White said. 

The search process for White's 
replacement is currently under-
way, and the Human Resources 
()ffice has already received applica-
tions. Because there is no standard 
process for college coordinator 
searches, Jones will draw from the 
experience of recent coordinator 
searches at other colleges. 

"One of the corollarv s to the 
length of Jackie's service here at 
Jones is that it's been quite a while 
since we've done a search for coor-
dinator, so we're going to have to 
take some lessons from the other 
colleges," Forman said. 

The new Jones coordinator 
will take office a few days before 
White's retirement to ensure a 
smooth transition 

MARCUS ROM AN/THRESHER 

Jackie White 

"Nobody involved with Jones 
has ever known a Jones College 
without Jackie White," Forman 
said. 

White said leaving Jones after 
32 years was a considerable step 

"After 32 years. I have not only 
had one generation of a family in 
Jones, but have [also] seen the next 
generation graduate as members of 
Jones," White said. 

Jones junior Iiz Fritts said she 
enjoys White's good humor. 

"She's always a very friendly, 
open person," Fritts said. "She's 
always there when you meet her, 
very sweet and sincere, and I can't 
even imagine what Jones would be 
without her." 
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Summer Jobs & Internships 
Schedule of Events 

Preparing Your Resume: Tues., 
Jan. 18, 12 noon in Farnsworth 
Pavilion 

Resources for Finding a Summer 
Job: Mon., Jan. 24, 12 noon in Miner 
Lounge 

Interview Workshop: Mon., Feb. 14, 
12 noon in Career Services 

Networking for a Summer Job: 
Thurs., Mar. 3, 12 noon in Career 
Services 

Academic Year Internships: Mon., 
April 4, 12 noon in Career Services 

For more information, contact 
Jackie Hing atjhing@rice.edu 

! 

CSC Spring Career Fairs 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Rice Collegiate Job Fair: 
Full-time Opportunities 

RMC, Grand Hall 
2PM-5PM 

Summer Opportunities Fair 
RMC, Grand Hall 

7PM-9PM 

For a complete list of companies attending 
both fairs visit the CSC website 
http://careers.rice.edu 

Sponsored by: Career Services Center 

# • 

mailto:atjhing@rice.edu
http://careers.rice.edu
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

JAN. 27,2005. 

p i c k s 
o n g o i n g 

89 SECONDS AT 
ALCAZAR 

Artist Eve Sussman 

brings Diego Velazquez's 

1656 masterwork to 

life with High Definition 

video in the new exhibit 

89 Seconds at Alcazar. 

Through February 27. 

Rice Art Gallery. 

Free Admission. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

BLUE STATE 
OF MIND 

So Michael Moore's 

anti-Bush documentary 

Fahrenheit 9 / 1 1 did not 

change American minds 

at election time. Oh well. 

At least it's this week's 

midnight movie. 

Tonight and tomor-

row at midnight. 

The River Oaks. 

2009 West Gray. 

Please call 

(713) 866-8881 

for more information. 

S u n d a y 

I 

REBELLION 
(LIES) 

Indie group The Arcade 

Fire play Fat Cat's this 

Sunday. Advanced tickets 

are sold out, but 50 more 

are available at the door. 

Sunday at 8 :30 p.m. 

Fat Cat's. 

4216 Washington Ave. 

Please call 

(713) 869-5263 

for more information. 

Wrapping up the holidays 
by Mike Mathews and Jonathan Schumann 

COURTESY MIRAMAX FILMS 

Leonardo DiCaprio stars as Howard Hughes in The Aviator. 

The Aviator — • • • • 1 / 2 

At nearly three hours in length, concise may not initially seem an ap-
propriate description of director Martin Scorsese's latest film. 

Scorsese profiles Howard Hughes, the 1930s filmmaker and aviation 
innovator whose ideas revolutionized airplane design. As with Goodfellas 
and Casino, two other Scorsese films based on real characters. The Aviator 
sustains a rhythm which, through smooth, flowing dialogue and tight scene 
sequencing, captivates the viewer throughout the entire feature. 

The film opens with young Hughes standing in a bathtub while his mother 
bathes him. As she does, she warns her son of the dangers he will face. 
Scorsese closes The Aviator on the same flashback, but this time gives the 
narration to young Hughes as he recounts fantasies of making the biggest 
movies and flying the fastest planes in the world. This scene defines the film 
thematically. The older Hughes (Titanic s I^eonardo DiCaprio), as portrayed 
by Scorsese and screenwriter John Logan (The iMst Samurai), retains the 
innocent, misguided enthusiasm of a young boy who is passionate about avia-
tion and filmmaking and wants to revolutionize these fields at all costs. 

Hughes' assorted neuroses — including a mild obsessive compulsion to 
wash his hands — combine with his fixation for his numerous projects to 
prevent him from ever sustaining a romantic relationship with love interests 
Katherine Hepburn (Elizabeth'sCate Blanchett) or AvaGardner (Underworlds 
Kate Beckinsale). As demonstrated by a deftly executed scene in which 
Hughes and Hepburn dine with her family, Hughes focuses so acutely on 
his passions that he cannot make social conversations outside his fields of 
expertise. DiCaprio proves his expert acting in Catch Me If You Can was no 
fluke, as he turns out a nearly flawless portrayal of Hughes' complexities. 

For decades, Scorsese has been an expert in the study of characters 
consumed by self-inflicted troubles, from Mean Streets to Raging Bull and 
Bringing Out the Dead. In The Aviator, a compelling addition to this list, 
the cast's richly textured performance joins with uncommon behind-the-
scenes ingenuity to provide the last, essential touches in this exploration 
of Howard Hughes. 

— Mike Mathews 

Bad Education — * * * * 1 / 2 

I've been head-over-heels in love with Spanish filmmaker Pedro Almodovar 
for several years now. His films possess the uncanny ability to find human-
ity in the most unlikely, and often zany and bizarre, circumstances. Women 
on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown explores warped, obsessive devotion 
under the guise of screwball comedy, while All About My Mother and Talk to 
Her chart unquestionably darker territory, and often verge on melodrama. 
His films straddle multiple genres and often invoke laughter and tears si-
multaneously. All the while, though, his characters retain a certain dignity 
and authenticity. Sure, his outlandish scenarios teeter toward campy, but 
he never exploits his characters' pain, suffering and longing. His latest, Bad 
Educatijn, is yet another masterpiece. 

As it follows the devotion between childhood friends Enrique and Ignacio, 
the film covers territory familiar to any Almodovar fanatic — drag queens, 
unrequited love and drug-induced desperation. After forging a unique bond 
during their years at Catholic school, Enrique and Ignacio have grown into 
polarizing figures. Enrique is a vibrant, talented filmmaker in Madrid, and 
Ignacio is very much a lost soul, so Enrique is caught off guard when Ig-
nacio reenters his life with a screenplay about their childhood experiences 
at the school. 

Almod6var channels 1940s film noir with his narrative and stylistic 
aesthetic. Venetian blinds cast harsh shadows on smoke-filled rooms 
as time shifts from present to past and the worlds morph from real to 
cinematic. In this narrative abounding with dueling realities, nobody is 
who he seems to be. 

International sensation Gael Garcia Bernal stars in a challenging, gen-
der-bending role as the requisite, archetypal femme fatale. He and fetch-
ing co-star Fele Martinez shine as two men battling childhood demons in 
converse manners. 

While his actors triumph, Almodovar is the true star, a master writer 
and director with unparalleled vision and ability With this dark, seductive 
mystery-romance, Almodovar achieves his best. 

—Jonathan Schumann 

A Very Long Engagement • • • • 

King Arthur and Troy any day. Well, leave it to the French to capture what 
we've been missing. 

In the midst of World War I. Mathilde (Tautou) fears that her fiance Man-
ech (Brotherhood of the Wolfs Gaspard Ulliel), a soldier, has been killed. She 
embarks on a vast search to find him by tracking down the other members 
of his lost battalion. As in Amelie, Jeunet displays an extraordinary ability to 
capture the eccentricity of minor characters without straying too far from the 
central narrative. American actress Jodie Foster (The Silence of the Iximbs) 
provides one of the most fascinating miniature portraits as the love-starved 
Elodie Gordes. Foster remarkably blends into this all-French cast with a 
flawless accent and an amazing ability to convey emotion. 

As Mathilde passionately searches for her fianc£, the film flashes back 
to the gruesome reality of life in the trenches. A Very I^tng Engagement is 
as much a war film as it is a romance, and its scenes of battlefield conflict 
are remarkably shot. 

Composer Angelo Badalamenti, who has done remarkable work with David 
Lynch on Blue Velvet, Wild at Heart and MulhollandDr., provides a beautiful 
score that in many ways encapsulates the sense of romantic longing that 
drives the picture. It is rare for a score to so effectively mirror the action. 

—Jonathan Schumann 

COURTESY COLUMBIA PICTURES 

Tea Leoni stars as a spoiled housewife in James L. Brooks' Spangllsh. 

Spanglish • • • 

Four years ago, director Jean-Pierre Jeunet and actress 
Audrey Tautou seduced audiences with the whimsical/1 me-
lie. The duo has reunited with A Very Ijmg Engagement, a 
sweeping wartime romance that restored this critic's faith 
in cinematic epics. 

There was a time when a big-budget epic was the quickest 
route to Oscar glory. In the 1990s, lavish, seductive produc-
tions like Braveheart and The English Fatient wowed the 
academy as much, I suspect, for their visual splendor as 
for their intriguing characters and romance-driven plots. 
Lately, though, directors have doused the genre with empty 
aesthetics and vacuous characters. I'll take the classics over 

As Good i4s It Gets writer/director James L. Brooks' latest film, Spang-
lish, is sweet and touching, but it would have been more affecting if he had 
carefully confronted the challenges surrounding the character development 
instead of fixing them with conveniently contrived, makeshift solutions. 

Flor (Sex and Lucia's Paz Vega) and her preteen daughter, Cristina 
(newcomer Shelbie Bruce), escape the poverty of Mexico by emigrating to 
the United States, where Flor works as a housekeeper for a dysfunctional 
ail-American family. Deborah Clasky (Flirting with Disasters Tea Leoni) 
begins to lose her emotional connection with her husband John (Funch-
Drunk Love's Adam Sandler). John, a master chef and naturally mellow 
fellow, feels misunderstood but is too reluctant to broach the subject with 
his wife. Enter Flor. 

This beautiful woman, although 'primarily occupied with raising her 
daughter, begins to sympathize with John. Despite the language barrier 
between them, she is the only one who "gets" him. At this point. Brooks' 
instinct to stick to traditional formulae kicks in: Flor and John fall in love. 
Thankfully, this relationship never reaches the conjugal level. 

A power struggle between the two families soon ensues: Flor becomes 
angry as the Claskys attempt to spoil Cristina. Brooks reaches for a deep 
dilemma of colliding worlds, but comes up short. We have trouble believing 
that a poor woman who cherishes her daughter would turn down a hefty 
scholarship to a private school. 

Deborah's behavior during this skirmish reveals her as wholly unsym-
pathetic. Leoni does her best but is hindered by Brooks' mean-spirited por-
trait. In virtually every scene, Deborah fawns over Cristina as if she — not 
her real daughter Bernice (newcomer Sarah Steele) — were Deborah's 
daughter. Instead of thoroughly examining Deborah as a human made frail 
by her emotional insecurities. Brooks paints her as a two-dimensional mess 
of self-centered neurosis. 

Although Sandler and Vega, in perhaps the film's most challenging role, 
do their best with the material. Brooks' Spanglish proves to be a tough 
language to master. 

— Mike Mathews 

The Life Aquatic with Steve Zlssou — ** 

Wes Anderson's films come with their own unique flavor of eccentricity. 
His brand-name aesthetic, epitomized in The Royal Tenenbaums. calls for 
obscure narrative twists, a heightened production design and costume style, 
and a killer soundtrack. When Tenenbaums wowed audiences three years 
ago, critics enthusiastically labeled Anderson the new indie cinema it-boy. 

With The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou, Anderson seems convinced that 
the best way to continue seducing audiences is to give us just what he's 
given us before. Because Anderson sticks to the same old off-kilter rhythm 
and esoteric humor. The Life Aquatic feels like nothing more than a slightly 
enjoyable "Best Of' anthology. 

Bill Murray (Ijtst in Translation) stars as Steve Zissou, a Jacques Cous-
teau-inspired oceanographer and documentarian on a mission to avenge 
the death of his right-hand man at the jaws of a mysterious jaguar shark 
Along for the ride isTeam Zissou, comprised of Steve's cynical wife Eleanor 
(The Grifters Anjelica Huston); his possible illegitimate son Ned (Bottle 
Rocket's Owen Wilson); a pregnant reporter (Elizabeth's Cate Blanchett) 
and a gaggle of other eccentric misfits. 

As Team Zissou scours the ocean for the malicious shark, I realized that 
there is a lot less to this film than meets the eye. I like "Rebel, Rebel" sung in 
Portuguese as much as the next glam-rock-obsessed Bowie fan, but there's 
a fine line between admiring Anderson's aesthetics and being completely 
seduced. For under the sly, "70s-inspired soundtrack and look (Team Zissou 
has very fashionable, white-and-blue Adidas uniforms — yes, I want a pair) 
lingers an underfed plot and performances, with the exception of those from 
Murray and a scene-stealing Huston, that never reach their full potential. 

—Jonathan Schumann 
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'Alexander': My 
crush in eyeliner 

I'm aware that it's a bit late 
to write about Oliver Stone's 
b loated sword-and-
sandal epic Alexander. 
Critics and audiences 
have already spoken, 
the former labeling 
the film a gross, ego-
driven monstros i ty , 
the latter responding 
with hardly any inter-
est whatsoever. But 
this holiday season 
past, as we all dined on 
our respective birds, 
many of us forgot to 
acknowledge, discuss 
and celebrate the mo /ie turkey 
of the season. 

Don't get m e wrong, I am 
certainly not coming to Stone's 
de fense . He has long been one 
of H o l l y w o o d ' s m o s t irritat-
ing directors, unable to look 
beyond his own self-involved 
conspiracy theories for the sake 
of the narrative. If you saw his 
woefully misguided presidential 
biopics JFK or Nixon, you know 
exactly what I'm talking about. 
So when he decided to desecrate 
yet another historical leader, 
I showed little initial interest. 
But then the reviews came out, 
skewer ing Stone, his star Colin 
Farrell and just about everyone 
e l se involved. And you know 
m e — w h e n a f i lm s c r e a m s 
d i s a s t e r with t h e s e Titanic-
e s q u e proportions, I just can't 
stay away. 

Well, the critics were r ight . . . 
or at least half-right. Alexander 
is certainly not the Best Picture 
contender all the Sony PR gurus 
would claim it to be. Unless the 
academy institutes a new award 
for Best Worst Film of the Year. 
Alexander will most likely go 
unnoticed. 

Alexander and 
his legions of 
boy-toy warriors 
appear to have a 
bit of an obses-
sion with make-
up. Who knew 
EYELINER was 
so popular in 
Macedonia? 

In one light, it's a laborious, 
melodramatic study of a man 
nobody cares about any more 
( s o r r y , h i s t o r y majors , but 
the meager domest ic box of-
fice tally of $34 million proves 
this is a culture that worships 
superheroes , not Macedonian 
conquerors ) , starring a booze-
hound d i sguised as an actor. On 
the other, it's a campy send-up 
to a gay icon, with a cast of 
makeup-wearing eye candy. I. 
of course , c h o o s e to remember 
Alexander as the latter. 

The acting is so overdone 
that, like the best worst movies , 
you could cast a remake with all 
drag queens and emerge not too 
far from the original Angelina 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

Jolie s l i thers around as Alex-
ander 's d i s g r u n t l e d m o t h e r 

Olympias with bitch-
, g o d d e s s entit lement 

and sass . Her cast ing 
s p a r k s t h e first of 
s e v e r a l p e r p l e x i n g 
quest ions: How are 
we supposed to be-
lieve Jolie is Farrell's 
mother? What , did 
she have him when 
she was four? 

And then there's 
Jolie's accent, a thick 
Russian in a sea of am 
b i g u o u s European-

inspired tongues . Val Kilmer, 
ns Alexander's father, is even 
worse. He s e e m s to be doing his 
best Scottish, a la Sean Connery 
(I'm sure I caught a "laddie" in 
there s o m e w h e r e ) . 

It's a campy 
send-up to a gay 
icon, with a cast 
of makeup-
wearing EYE 
CANDY 

And here c o m e s another 
w o r t h y inqu iry . A l e x a n d e r 
and his legions of boy-toy war-
riors appear to have a bit of an 
obsess ion with makeup. Who 
knew eyeliner was so popular 
in Macedonia? 

Don't even get the naysayers 
going about the length. At nearly 
three hours. Alexander is a film 
that one endures. During the 
final third, when Alexander's 
once-loyal fol lowers complain 
about their lengthy, world-span-
ning exploits, I e choed their 
sentiments . I too missed the 
familiar faces and places that I 
know and love. 

Surprisingly, though, Alex-
ander isn't all fluff and frivolity. 
It negotiates difficult political 
ground, with battle s cenes that 
directly parallel our current situ-
ation in Iraq preceded by gran-
diose speeches about one man's 
need to unite a deeply divided 
world. But, just as you've be-
come convinced that the film is 
Rovian propaganda. Alexander 
inviteshisconfidant Hephaiston 
(Jared Leto) to share his bed. 
and just as you expect the two 
to don "His and His" J.Crew 
sweater vests and head to Fire 
Island for the weekend. Stone 
proves the ultimate cock tease, 
forbidding the couple from lock-
ing lips. If you can unravel this 
seeming ly at o n c e pro-Bush, 
pro-gav, h o m o p h o b i c stance, 
please let me know. 

I have, clearly, thought a lot 
about Alexander. The battles, the 
accents, the makeup and don't 
forget the gratuitous full-frontal 
Farrell. Whatever my grievances, 
Alexander may just be the epic I 
would make. Throw in some song 
and dance and a few more illicit 
affairs, and it's the epic a la Jon 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College junior and Arts and Enter-
tainment editor. 

With limp 'Simmons,' Wolfe fails to 
meaningfully capture today's youth 
Michael Hardy 
THRESHER STAFF 

In Tom Wolfe's latest novel, 
a young woman travels over the 
rainbow and across the Blue Ridge 
Mountains to s e e k her fortune 
at Dupont University, h o m e to 
20 Nobel prize-winners, a national 
championship basketball team and 
— if we believe Wolfe — the most 
immoral students in the history 
of higher education. Sex, drugs, 
alcohol and rap music deface the 
campus's venerable Gothic archi-
tecture. Jocks with Mr. Olympia 
muscles collect groupies and easy 
C+'s in "athlete-friendly" classes. 
Hooking up — sex with strangers 

— is the most popular extracur-
ricular activity. 

'i am charlot te 
s i m m o n s ' 

Tom Wolfe, 688 pages 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

$ 2 8 . 9 5 
Rating: • (out of five) 

Into this bacchanal s teps our 
eponymous heroine. Raised in an 
evangelical North Carolina house-
hold that abjured dinner parties, 
makeup and Halloween, Charlotte 
has never seen a Cosmopolitan 
magazine, not to mention an erect 
penis. Once she adjusts to the 
indignities of dorm life — coed 
b a t h r o o m s and b e i n g s e x i l e d 
by her p r o m i s c u o u s roommate 
— Charlotte must negotiate the 
advances of three suitors, each 
conveniently represent ing a cam-
pus faction. Hoyt is a beer-guzzling 
frat boy, Jojo an altitudinous power 
forward on the basketball team 
and Adam an intellectual news-
paper reporter. Since these three 
characters ( including Adam, upon 
whose virginal person one might 
as sume Wolfe would bestow his 
sympathy) are uniformly obnox-
ious, instead of rooting for one of 
them to win Charlotte's affections, 
the reader may, as I did, simply 
root for this preposterously long 
novel to end. 

Although the book is fiction, 
Wolfe's modus operandi is jour-
nalism. On the acknowledgments 
page, he thanks representat ives 
from the five universities where 
he conducted his re search (he 
didn't make it to Rice) , which 
s e e m s to have involved extensive 
undercover work, although how 
a septuagenarian with a fondness 
for white silk suits blended into 
fraternity parties is an open ques-
tion. He writes as Dante, the man 
who has descended into Hell and 
returned to tell the story, but as 
in The Inferno, the story is far less 
interesting than the scenery. Like 

SUPPORT THE ARTS 
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any good reporter, Wolfe is detail-
oriented: He is fascinated by the 
tribal argot (expletive-saturated), 
taste (vulgar), be l i e f s (secular) 
and mat ing habits (wanton) of 
today's col legians — all of which 
to an alumnus of Washington and 
Lee University, a finishing school 
for southern gent lemen, signal the 
decline of Western civilization. 

I Am Charlotte 
Simmons is a 
nasty, mean-
spirited book, 
and for an elder 
statesman of 
American 
letters, it is 
WRETCHEDLY 
written. 

Western civilization may well 
be decl ining and, to his credit, 
Wolfe gets many of these details 
right. Parents reading the novel 
will receive guided tours of an off-
campus bar, a fraternity formal, a 
basketball practice and a gay rights 
demonstrat ion . T h e y will learn 
about Diesel jeans, Aristocrat Vodka 
and Cybex workout machines. What 
they will not get is any insight into 
the students whose integrity these 
institutions of undergraduate life 
are corroding. 

For a j o u r n a l i s t , W o l f e i s 
remarkably incurious; with few 
except ions , characters are swiftly 
netted, pinned and classif ied. The 
Dumb Jock. The Rich Snob. The 
Liberal Professor. The Self-Righ-
t e o u s Feminis t . He appears to 
have embarked on his safari with a 
field guide written by the National 
Lampoon. Not only are his char-
acter s k e t c h e s superf ic ial , they 
are disturbingly cruel. Charlotte's 
roommate is a "crawling, drool-
ing, sobbing, s lobbering slut." A 
frat brother is "notable for how 
fat his hips were — and the way 
his black eyebrows ran together 
over his nose." Even Charlotte's 
best friend is "buttery, stubby, and 
chubby." Cool or uncool, athletic 
or bookish, every Dupont student 
but Charlotte fairs equally poorly 
under Wolfe's piti less gaze 

The trouble with I Am Char-
lotte Simmons is not that it is an 

inaccurate portrait of co l l ege life, 
although it often is. T h e slipped 
archa i sm ( 'cupcake' for pretty 
girl) and the reportoria l lapse 
(how many people listen to reg-
gae anymore?) rankle l e s s than 
Wolfe's m o n o t o n o u s outrage at 
virtually every aspect of Dupont 
University, from its craven presi-
dent to the sartorial fashions of its 
student body. He too often sounds 
like Bill O'Reilly with a classical 
education. 

Bes ides the demise of in loco 
parent i s , Wolfe a s s i g n s b l a m e 
for Dupont's sorry condition to 
the usual (and s o m e unusual ) 
culprits: l iberals , p r o g r e s s i v e s , 
feminists , atheists, homosexua l s , 
postmodernists , multiculturalists, 
environmenta l i s t s , abort ionis t s , 
Z ion i s t s , f ree- trade g l o b a l i s t s , 
cornrows, baseball caps, crease-
less khakis, U.S. N e w s and World 
Report and The Dave Matthews 
Band. Actually. I rather agree with 
Wolfe about the last one. 

He writes as 
Dante, the 
man who has 
descended 
into Hell and 
returned to tell 
the story, but as 
in The Inferno, 
the story is far 
less interesting 
than the 
SCENERY 

I Am Charlotte Simmons is a 
nasty, mean-spirited book, and for 
an elder statesman of American let-
ters. it is wretchedly written. The 
book exhibits clear s igns of hurried 
composit ion: lazy, c l iche-plagued 
prose overly reliant on italics and 
ell ipses; lack of tonal control; and 
a flaccid narrative structure. It 
leaves the reader with the gen-
eral impression that the modern 
university is a vast, unre l ieved 
ugl iness , an American Gomorrah. 
Wolfe may bel ieve his inability to 
find anything vital or beautiful 
on the campuses he visited is an 
index of their moral degeneration; 
it is instead the index of his own 
artistic failure. 
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Men's basketball faces 
first-place Wolf Pack 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRESHER STAFF 

The men's basketball team hopes to maintain 
its unblemished home record this weekend as 
it takes on the two teams tied for first place in 
the Western Athletic Conference. 

Entering last night's game against Fresno 
State University (11-4, 5-1 WAC), Rice and 
UTEP were a half-game behind both the Bull-
dogs and the University of Nevada. The Owls 
take on the Wolf Pack tomorrow afternoon at 
2:05 p.m. at Autry Court. 

'The two games coming up 

are the biggest two games of 

the year so far.' 
— Jamaal Moore 

Junior forward 

"Both teams are [5-1 ] in conference, so this is 
a very important week, almost halfway through 
the [conference] season," senior forward Mi-
chael Harris said. "We've got to practice with 
the mind-set that we've got to take every day 
seriously and treat each day [of practice] like 
it's a game and see what happens." 

Rice enters last night's contest having 
won four of its last five games after an 82-70 
win over tiie University of Tulsa Saturday at 
Autry Court. Head coach Willis Wilson (Will 
Rice '82) changed the starting lineup for the 
first time this season against Tulsa (3-11,0-5), 
as he inserted senior guard Brock Gillespie and 
junior forward Jamaal Moore into the starting 
lineup in place of junior forward J.R. Harrison 
and injured senior guard Jason McKrieth. Gil-
lespie and Moore combined to score 21 points, 
exhibiting the same explosiveness they had 
provided off the bench all season long. 

Moore scored five of the Owls' seven points 
in the game's first 1 minute, 35 seconds. 

"Coach has been talking all year about how 
we need to get off to good starts, especially at 

home, so I think it was important that we got 
going early," Moore said. "It was big getting off 
to a good start, and we need to keep getting 
off to good starts." 

Gillespie scored 8 of his 13 points in the 
first half as the Owls took a commanding 
52-35 lead at halftime. Despite starting only 
once in Rice's 13 games, Gillespie is averaging 
a career-high 9.8 points per game, as compared 
to 9.2 points per game last season while start-
ing all 33 games. Better shot selection has also 
led to a career-high in field goal percentage 
this season for Gillespie, which he credited 
to working with ex-Michigan State star and 
Rice'scurrent director ofbasketball operations, 
Shawn Respert. 

"I've felt a lot more comfortable," Gillespie 
said. "A lot of the workouts I did in the off-
season were really intense. I've also worked 
a lot with Shawn Respert, and he's helped me 
a lot as far as the mental game." 

Harris again starred for the Owls Saturday, 
leading the team with 19 points and a career-
high 18 rebounds for his ninth double-double 
of the season. With that performance. Harris 
increased his season average to 11.7 rebounds 
per game, fourth-best in the country, while his 
20 points per game and 60.4 percent shooting 
place him among the top 25 nationally. Har-
ris said he was more pleased with the team's 
outside shooting, as Rice hit a season-high 
10 three-pointers, including three each from 
Gillespie and Harrison. 

"We've been doing a good job of shooting 
the ball well in practice, and that showed up 
beyond the three-point arc," Harris said. "It 
spreads out the floor a lot, and it's going to 
start making people have to respect our outside 
shooting. I think everybody did a good job of 
knocking down the open three — we've been 
working in practice on not just taking the easy 
shot, but the good shot." 

While McKrieth has practiced this week 
and is expected to be available this weekend, 
Wilson said he was pleased with the way his 
team played in the absence of its second-leading 
scorer, rebounder and assist man. 

"Over the course of the year, we've 
See BASKETS AIJ„ page18 

Junior guard Arthur Culver shoots a free throw in the Owls' 82-70 victory over Tulsa 
plays WAC-leading Nevada tomorrow at Autry Court at 2:05 p.m. 
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Swim team wins seven events, loses meet to No. 5 UT 
by Debbie Miller 

THRESHER STAFF 

Bolstered by a home crowd in its 
second and final on-campus meet of 
the season, the swim team turned 
in a respectable performance in a 
dual meet against fifth-ranked Uni-
versity of Texas Jan. 13. The Owls 
won seven of the meet's 15 events 
but lost 146-113. 

Senior Urska Ros earned West-
ern Athletic Conference swimming 
and diving Athlete of the Week hon-
ors after winning three individual 
events against UT. In the 200-yard 
medley relay, the first event of the 
meet, Ros swam her butterfly leg 
in 25.49 seconds, the best such 
leg among teams that finished the 
race. Freshman Amy Halsey, senior 
I^uren Hill and junior Laura Healey 
teamed with Ros to finish second 
in the relay. 

Ros then won the meet's sixth 
event, the 200-yard butterfly, finishing 
almost a full second ahead of runner-
up Connie Brown of UT. With only 
one intervening event — the meet'*" 
shortest, the 50-yard freestyle — Ros 
then won the 100 freestyle, edging out 
UTs Amanda I^arence in 52.64. 

later in the meet, Ros turned in 
a season-best time of 56.05 in the 
100 butterfly, narrowly defeating Brown 
by four hundredths of a second. 

With Ros' victory in the 100butter-
fly, Rice had won seven of the meet's 
first 12 events and trailed UT by just 
13 points overall. The Longhorns 
responded, however, by sweepingthe 
top three places in the next event, the 
400-yard individual medley. UT added 
a victory in the meet's final race, the 
200 freestyle relay, as well. 

Freshman Brittany Massengale 
joined Ros as a multiple-event win-
ner, taking the 1,000-yard freestyle 

in 10:10.46 and later winning the 
500 freestyle in 4:57.96. 

'[We] have competitive 

meets leading up to [the] 

conference [meet]. Being 

excited at these meets is 

good preparation for the 

excitement at WAC.' 
— Liura Healey 
Junior swimmer 

Junior Iaura Healey and senior 
Kiana Taheri gave the Owls the top 
two spots in the 50 freestyle, finish-
ing in 24.34 and 24.64, respectively. 
Hill won the 200-yard breaststroke in 

2:20.23 in the final home meet of her 
collegiate career. 

A brief presentation honored 
the team's six seniors — Hill, Ros, 
Taheri, Jane Keith, Adi Bichinan and 
Jenny Vcight. 

"We will really miss the seniors," 
sophomore Andrea Hum said, "They 
are so wise and valuable to the team." 

The loss to UT dropped the 
team's dual-meet record to 2-4, but 
the Owls hope to improve Jan. 28 
against I.SU in Baton Rouge, Ixt. 
and Jan. 29 against Tulane in New 
Orleans, IM. Taheri's younger sister 
Nicole swims distance freestyle and 
butterfly at Tulane. 

"I am excited to race Tulane 
because my baby sister is on their 
team," Taheri said. 

Bichman said the team's upcom-
ing meets will be more indicative of 
the team's capabilities than the meet 
against UT, a national championship 

contender and a heavy favorite in 
almost all of its dual meets. 

"We have several good meets com-
ing up because we are matched with 
equal teams," Bichman said. The re 
are some we have never lost to." 

The team's training regime has 
changed little as the Owls approach 
the final weeks of their season. The 
team has subtracted two hours per 
week of aerobic and weights training 
on land but will not begin tapering in 
the pool until after the Tulane meet. 

The team's season culminates in the 
Western Athletic Conference Cham-
pionships Feb. 23-26 in San Antonio, 
Texas. The () wis finish* tl fourth among 
six teams at last year's meet. 

"IHead coach Seth Huston] set 
up our schedule to have competitive 
meets leading up to conference," 
Healey said. "Being excited at these 
meets is good preparation for the 
excitement at WAC." 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 

Friday 1 / 2 1 

Friday-Sunday 1/21-23 

Saturday 1 /22 

Monday 1 /24 

Thursday 1 /27 

all day Men's Track Leonard Hilton Memorial Meet (UH's Yeoman Fieldhouse) 

all day Men's Tennis Rice/Met Indoors (The Met) 

9 a.m. Women's Tennis vs. Lamar (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
2 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. Prairie View A&M (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
2:05 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. Nevada (Autry Court) 

1 p.m. Men's Tennis vs. Nebraska (The Met) 

7 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. Hawaii (Autry Court) 

HOME, SWEET HOME 
The men's and women's basketball teams have com 
piled starkly contrasting home and away records this 
season: 

Aut ry 
15-0 

Away 
4-11 
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Men's tennis hosts 
Met/Rice Indoor 
Defending champ Baylor highlights 10-team field 

by Matt McCabe 
THKESHKR KDtTOKIAJ STAFF 

In a year in which the volleyball 
and soccer t e a m s made their maiden 
t r ips tothei r respect iveNCAA tourna-
ments , the men ' s tennis team hopes 
to m a k e its third consecutive — and 
four th in five years — appearance. 
T h e Owls en te r the season ranked 
Kith nationally by the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association. 

The defending NCAA 

[singles/ champion is 

seeded second in the 

tournament, if that 

[says] anything.' 
— Ron Smarr 

Head men's tennis coach 

Rice won its first-ever Western 
Athletic Confe rence championship 
last year and is the favorite to repeat 
in 2005, as Sou thern Methodist Uni-
versity is the second-highest-ranked 
WAC team at 33rd. T h e Owls reached 
the NCAA Sweet Hi last year before 
losing to eventual national champion 
Baylor University. 

Rice opens its spring season this 
weekend when it hosts the seventh 
A n n u a l M e t / R i c e Indoor Invita-
tional today th rough Sunday at the 
Downtown Club at the Met. T h e 
tournament will feature six nationally 
ranked teams, including top-ranked 
Baylor, l l t h - r anked Ohio State and 
13th-ranked Kentucky. 

"Th i s is p robab ly o n e of t h e 
bes t e v e n t s in t h e coun t ry , " head 
coach Hon S m a r r said. "The defend-
ing NCAA | s i n g l e s | c h a m p i o n is 
s e e d e d s econd in the t o u r n a m e n t , 
if t ha t | says 1 any th ing . " 

Baylor ' s Ben jamin Becker , who 
won t h e NCAA s ing les title in 2004, 
is s e e d e d s e c o n d in s ing les beh ind 
t e a m m a t e Bened ik t Dor sch . Rice 's 
Robe r t Sear le , a junior, is s e e d e d 
th i rd in the A flight of the tourna-
m e n t and h o p e s to rega in his fo rm 
f r o m last sp r ing , when he dominat-
ed then-30th ranked Ken Skupskiof 
LSU, 6-1, (v!'), in the s econd round 
of t h e NCAA team t o u r n a m e n t and 
later upse t top-seeded Brian Wilson 
of Illinois in t h e first round of the 
NCAA s ing les t o u r n a m e n t . 

As a resul t of th is success , Searle 
e n t e r e d t h e fall s e a s o n r a n k e d 

11th nationally, but he did not play 
any t o u r n a m e n t s in t h e fall d u e to 
a r t h r o s c o p i c k n e e s u r g e r y and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y fell out of the rank-
ings. Sear le was upse t in his first 
ma tch at t h e National Collegiate 
T e n n i s Classic over the weekend in 
Indian Wells, Calif., but S m a r r said 
h e t h i n k s Sear le will improve as h e 
plays m o r e m a t c h e s this spr ing. 

"Rob is mental ly tough," S m a r r 
said. "It 's just ha rd to go out t h e r e 
and play that level of tennis when 
you really haven ' t played a competi-
tive match in six months . I think that 
he'll play be t t e r th is weekend than 
last weekend , and I think he' l l be 
up t h e r e as o n e of the top p layers in 
t h e c o u n t r y by s e a s o n ' s end ." 

Jun io r Tony Haer le and sopho-
m o r e Ben Harkne t t joined Searle 
in Cal i fornia last weekend . Haer le 
and Sear le had b y e s in the round 
of 32, and Harkne t t won his open-
i n g - r o u n d m a t c h , 7-6, 6-4 o v e r 
Nick M e y t h a l e r of the Universi ty 
of Virginia. T h e Owls s t rugg led 
a f t e r w a r d , however , as all t h r e e 
p layers lost in t h e round of 16. 

Sear le and Harkne t t had be t t e r 
r e su l t s in doub le s , as the t a n d e m 
de fea t ed Virginia ' s S tephen Rozek 
and Eric Riley in the q u a r t e r f i n a l s 
a f t e r an open ing- round bye. In the 
s emi f ina l s , Sea r l e and Harkne t t 
lost to S o m d e v Devvarman and 
T r e a t Huey, a lso f rom Virginia, 
9-8. D e s p i t e a d v a n c i n g to t h e 
semif ina ls , Sear le said h e was not 
p l eased with t h e way h e played at 
t h e t o u r n a m e n t . 

"It's hard to put into words how 
badly I pe r formed ," Searle said. "The 
fact that I was out there playing after 
being out six mon ths was about all I 
could take from the weekend." 

Searle said he was optimistic about 
re turn ing to form in the weeks ahead, 
and he said the team is optimistic 
about its chances of advancing to the 
NCAA tournament this year. 

In o rde r to do so, the team can 
e i t h e r win t h e WAC c h a m p i o n -
ship, as it did last year at home , or 
compile a good enough record to 
be cons idered for an at-large selec-
tion to the tournament . With dual 
m a t c h e s against 11 teams current ly 
ranked a m o n g the nation's top 75, 
the ()wls' schedule af fords t hem the 
oppor tuni ty to qualify for the NCAA 
t o u r n a m e n t without winning the 
WAC Rice plays four t eams ranked 
in the nation's top 40, highlighted by 
h o m e ma tches against 37th-ranked 
Alabama Feb. 5 and 17th-ranked 
TCU April 1. 

M E T / R I C E INDOOR INVITATIONAL 
Participating teams (rank) 

Baylor (1) 
Ohio State (11) 
Kentucky (13) 
Rice (16) 
Texas(36) 

A&M-CC (70) 
Nebraska 
UTSA 
Abilene Christian 
Tyler Junior College 

A' flight top seeds 

1. Benedikt Dorsch. Baylor 
2. Benjamin Becker. Baylor 
3. Robert Searle. Rice 
4. Devin Mullings, Ohio State 

Accidents Happen. 
Emergency 

Contracept ion. 
[( can effectively reduce your chances of becoming 

pregnant. While In'st if taken within 72 hours, it CAN be 
taken up to 120 hours after unprotected sex. We also offer 

annual checkups, birth control, pregnancy testing and 
si reenings for sexually transmitted infections and IIIV. 

Register online at www.pphouston.org to download a 
coupon for $10 off an office visit 

1.800.2J0.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. P 

ALEX SIGFDA, THRESHER 

Volleying into the tournament 
Freshman libero Yvette Kirk dives for a ball in the volleyball team's Dec. 3 NCAA tournament match against 
the University of Michigan. Kirk had 12 digs in the match, but the Owls lost to the Wolverines in four games. 
31-29. 24-30. 30-23, 30-20. Senior outside hitter Rebeca Pazo led Rice with 14 kills, while senior outside hitter 
Lindsey Carter, senior middle blocker Rebecca Kainz, junior setter Kristina Hoban, sophomore outside hitter Tessa 
Kuykendall and junior outside hitter Olaya Pazo each contributed at least 10 kills. In her first year as head coach, 
Genny Volpe led the Owls to their first-ever NCAA tournament bid — an at-large selection after losing in the West-
ern Athletic Conference tournament semifinals — as well as a school-record .833 winning percentage. Rebeca 
Pazo set her own school record when she notched her 1,831st career kill Oct. 21 at Hawaii. 

Being a brain 

V 
can get ynu an iPod' 

Go to 

and show us just how much of a genius you really are. 

If you get both questions right you'll be entered 

for a chance to win an Apple iPod U2 Special Edition. 

Deadline for entries is 2-28-05, 

so get your brain cells powered up. 

TM - iPod ia a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 
This contest has not in any way been authorized, 

sponsored or otherwise approved by Apple Computer. Inc. 

VERITAS 
Gtophytical Integrity 

w w w v e r i t a s d g c . c o m 

http://www.pphouston.org
http://www.pphouston.org
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TRACK AND FIELD PREVIEW 
the Rice Thresher I .ayout by Amber Oberineyer 

Wiggins, Powell lead men 
in quest for outdoor title 

by Stephen Whitfield 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After respective third- and first-place finishes 
at the Western Athletic Conference Indoor and 
Outioor championships last season, the men's 
track and field team hopes to rebound from injuries 
and have an equally successful 2005 campaign. 

The Owls lost some key members of last 
year's team, including All-Americans Ryan Harlan 
(Hanszen '04) and Adam Davis (who had only 
cross country eligibility remaining this year), and 
others are currently sidelined with injuries, like 
senior Ail-American Ben Wiggins, who has only 
outdoor eligibility remaining. Nevertheless, head 
coach Jon Warren (Jones '88) said he thinks his 
team will be healthy enough to contend for another 
outdoor championship. Despite the team's recent 
strong showings at the WAC Indoor Champion-
ships —third last year and second in 2003—War-
ren said the team's primary focus this year will be 
on defending its outdoor WAC title. 

'We'd be happy if we got 

second or third, obviously, 

but I think we need to look 

at championships and how 

to get them. Focusing on 

outdoor is how I think we're 

going to get them.' 
— Jon Warren (Jones '88) 

Head men's track and field coach 

"I think our outdoor team ... will be strong 
again," Warren said, "You know, we did graduate 
the NCAA champion in decathlon IRyan Har-
lan]. That's not easy to make up, but we return 
Ben Wiggins, we return [senior Ail-American 
jumper) Jason Powell, and we've got a strong 
crew of distance runners returning. We signed 
a really good decathlete, and the football play-
ers should help us, but I think all that's going 
to come into play with the outdoor." 

Rice begins the 2005 indoor season today 
with the Leonard Hilton Memorial Meet at the 
University of Houston. The Owls will participate 

in three other meets before the indoor confer-
ence meet Feb. 23-26 in Boise, Idaho. 

"We've got to choose where we're going 
to be successful, and I think we're going to 
be more successful in outdoor than indoor," 
Warren said. "If they line up and compete like 
they did in 2004, great things can happen .. . 
[including] a championship, and that's what's 
important. We'd be happy if we got second or 
third, obviously, but I think we need to look at 
championships and how to get them. Focus-
ing on outdoor is how I think we're going to 
get them." 

Warren said his team's chances to win its sec-
ond WAC title will hinge on how healthy it is. 

"It depends o n . . . how these guys come back 
from injury," Warren said. "Iiist year, at outdoor, 
we hit about 90 percent [healthy] as far as the en-
tire roster went. If we don't hit 90 percent — if we 
get down to about 80 percent—then we're really 
hurting because we don't have any leeway." 

With Davis and Harlan gone, much of the 
team's point-scoring burden will fall to its two 
returning All-Americans, Powell and Wiggins. 
Powell finished second at the WAC Outdoor 
Championships and ninth in the NCAA Out-
door Championships in the triple jump last 
season, and Wiggins, who is recovering from 
a knee injury, won the 400-meter hurdles at 
the WAC Championships and finished fifth at 
the national meet. 

Wiggins said he looks for ward to being a senior 
on a team that welcomes nine true freshmen. 

"[I have] room for personal improvement, 
but it's always good to have team success," 
Wiggins said. "We have a bunch of young guys 
coming in, and it'll be fun to see what those guys 
will do. It'll be fun to be in a leadership position 
on this team and pass on what I've learned ... 
to some of the other guys." 

In Harlan, the Owls lost a 2004 NCAA 
champion in the decathlon and a top-20 finisher 
despite illness in the same event at the U.S. 
Olympic Trials. Of the nine true freshmen 
who will try to ease the impact of losing the 
Ail-American, most are distance runners. 
The Owls will count on them, as well as two 
sophomores who had an impact as freshmen last 
year — distance runner Stephen Magness and 
middle distance runner Pablo Solares. Magness 
finished fourth in the 5,000-meter run at WAC 
outdoor meet last year, and Solares took third 
in the 1,500 and fourth in the 800, as the Owls 
won their first WAC outdoor title. 
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Senior hurdler/sprinter Ben Wiggins runs the 110-meter hurdles at last spring's Western Athletic 
Conference Outdoor Track and Field Championships at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. Rice won 
the meet, and Wiggins hopes to lead the Owls to another outdoor title this spring. 

Magness, who finished fourth at the WAC 
cross country meet—which the Owls won—last 
fall, said he thinks the team can contend for the 
outdoor title as well if it is healthy enough. 

"I think we're looking pretty good," Magness 
said. "We've got a few guys banged up, but it's 

really early in the season, so I think they've 
got plenty of time to got healthy. I think we'll 
do really well as a team — everyone's looking 
really strong in practice." 

Rice's next meet, the Houston Indoor Clas-
sic, also at UH, will be held Feb. 5. 

Women motivated by coach Lopez's upcoming retirement 
by Josh Cooley 

FOR THE THRESHER 

With head coach Victor Lopez set 
to retire at the end of the outdoor sea-
son, the women's track and field team 
hopes to earn Lopez his fifth indoor 
track and field title in 25 years after 
the team finished third at last year's 
Western Athletic Conference Indoor 
Track and Field Championships. 

"You feel a responsibility to run 
well for [Lopez] in his last year be-
cause you want him to finish with a 
smile on his face," junior distance run-
ner Anna Reeve said. "You want him 
to leave on a good note and respect 
him by running well and showing 
him that you care." 

Though the Owls graduated both 
their top pole vaulter, Beth Hinshaw 
(Wiess '04), and their best pentath-
lete, Ruthann Gairdner (Lovett '04), 
last May, they return all of their other 
top performers from last year's indoor 
meet. Senior Keia Watkins looks to 
repeat as champion in the 400-meter 
run, and senior Yvonne Umeh hopes 
to improve upon her second-place 
finishes in both the 60- and 200-meter 
dashes.JuniorFunmiJimoh.whowas 
the WAC runner-up in the 60-meter 
hurdles, and junior Nina Mayes, who 
took third in the 60-meter dash, also 
return for Rice. 

Sophomore Kate Gorry, who fin-
ished fourth in the 5,000 meters last 
year, and the Owls' entire distance 

AS LISTED ON THE SILVER SAVER CARD: 

BUY ONE BLIMPIES 6" SUB AND DRINK, GET 
AN ADDITIONAL BLIMPIES 6" SUB. FREE DELIVERY 
WITH $10 MINIMUM. 

BLIMPIES SUBS AND SALADS 
2260 HOLCOMBE 
713-795*0404 

medley relay team of junior Megan 
Sandler, sophomore Shardee Caesar, 
senior Shannon Murto and Reeve, 
which took second at the 2004 WAC 
meet, also return as point-scorers from 
lastyear's indoor conference champion-
ships.The University ofNevada won the 
WAC indoor title last year, but Umeh 
said she thinks Rice can recapture the 
title it last won in 2002. 

' You want him to leave 

on a good note and 

respect him by running 

well and showing him 

that you care.' 
— Anna Reeve 

Junior distance runner 

"We are about to be a powerhouse 
this year," Umeh said. "I fully expect 
us to win both indoor and outdoor 
(championships] if everyone stays 
healthy and does what they are ca-
pable of doing. It should be a tough 
fight, but I think wel l pull it out." 

Saturday's Houston Indoor Open-
er at the University of Houston gave 
the squad a preview of the Feb. 

23-26 indoor WAC meet in Boise, 
Idaho, as the Owls faced conference 
rival Louisiana Tech University. 'Hie 
Bulldogs took second in last year's 
indoor meet, finishing 24.5 points 
ahead of the Owls. 

"They're the team to watch," I xipez 
said. "In the past they've always had a 
balanced team, with athletes in all the 
disciplines. This year they have a lot of 
people in the sprints and jumps, and 
they have some good throwers." 

The Owls showed their own bal-
ance on Saturday, though, as fresh-
man Rachel Greff took third in the 
pole vault and junior Flo Nwagwu 
took third in the high jump, while 
Umeh was fourth in the 55-meter dash 
and Reeve finished fifth in the mile. 
In the throwing events, junior Krystal 
Robinson recorded a personal-best 
37-9.25 mark. 

Today the team has its second of four 
meets at UH, the Leonard Hilton Me-
morial, and the Owls' full complement 
of distance runners will run after only 
four competed at Yeoman Fieldhouse 
last weekend. 

Compared to last weekend's meet, 
today's meet will feature tougher 
teams, including Louisiana State 
University, which won the indoor 
track and field national championship 
last year. Rice will then have three 
more meets before the conference 

championships Feb. 23-26. 
And while the team may use 

Lopez's retirement to motivate them-
selves this season, Ixipez said he tries 
not to think about it. 

'/ don't even want to 

think that this is my last 

season because I will 

get depressed. When 

that moment comes, 

I'll have to deal with 

it. Right now, I'm just 

having fun.' 
— Victor Ijopez 
Head women's 

track and field coach 

"Every day [of practice] is like 
going to a big concert hall and per-
forming," he said. "It's a very happy 
moment when I'm out there. I don't 
even want to think that this is my last 
season because I will get depressed. 
When that moment comes, I'll have 
to deal with it. Right now I'm just 
having fun." 
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Lady Owls look to 
reverse road woes 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITOR!Al. STAFF 

The women's basketball team 
has not lost a home game in more 
than a year, but the Lady Owls have 
not had the same success on the 
road, as their 71-64 loss to Tulsa last 
weekend was their third loss in as 
many Western Athletic Conference 
away games. 

Rice (9-7,2-3 WAC) looks to reverse 
its road fortunes tomorrow against 
last-place University of Nevada (5-11, 
1-5), after playing at Fresno State 
University (11-4,3-3) last night. 

"[Fresno State and Nevada! are 
going to play really hard, and if 
we don't, we're not going to win," 
head coach Cristy McKinney said. 
"That's been our problem on the 
road — being ready to play and 
playing hard." 

'[We ] respect [Tulsa J,... 

but we didn'/ come with 

fire. We just hoped for 

the best, and you can't 

win that way.' 
— Latrice Elder 

Junior point guard 

Rice held second-half leads in 
respectable losses to then-l l th-
ranked Texas Tech and then-9th-
ranked Baylor, but has not played 
as well in losing road WAC games 
against unranked Southern Meth-
odist University (13-3,4-2) Dec. 30, 
Louisiana Tech University (10-4, 
6-0) Jan. 1 and the University of 
Tulsa (11-4, 3-2) Saturday. 

Against Tulsa, the Lady Owls al-
lowed the Golden Hurricane to shoot 
51 percent, more than 13 percentage 
points better than their opponents' 
previous average of 37.2 percent. 
Forward Jillian Robbins, the 2004 
WAC Freshman of the Year, scored 
13 points, and guard Tandem Mays 
added 16 for the Golden Hurricane, 
while sophomore center Iauren 
Neaves led Rice with 14. 

"They're a good team, and we 
respect them, especially Jillian Rob-
bins inside, but we didn't come with 
fire," junior guard Iatrice Elder 
said. "We just hoped for the best, 
and you can't win that way." 

Saturday's game marked the 
third consecutive start for Elder, who 
played as much — 60 minutes — in 
the last three games as she did in the 
first 13 games of the season. Elder 
said she tried to maintain a positive 
attitude when she was not playing as 
much earlier in the season. 

"There are things I can control 
and things I can't," Elder said. "I've 
just learned to control the things I 
can and beyond that, just be ready 
when 1 get a chance." 

Elder tied a career high with 
five assists Jan. 8 against Boise 
State University (6-8, 1-4) and set 
a new career high when she played 
26 minutes against Tulsa. Senior 
Eshombi Singleton started the 
I^ady Owls' first two games of the 
season at point guard as well as the 
la . Tech game earlier this month, 
while f reshman Kadie Riverin 
started the balance of the games 
at the point. 

"All our point guards have 

WAC ITANDiNQS _ 

strengths and weaknesses," McKin-
ney said. "We're just struggling to 
find the one to get the most done. 
Latrice's effort in practice was a big 
part in the decision to start her. She 
also knows her limitations — she's 
doing the things she can do: run-
ning the offense well, getting the 
ball to the shooters, and her defense 
has always been a plus." 

Singleton was suspended for the 
Lady Owls' last three games along 
with junior guard Rosyland Jeffries 
for violating team rules. 

Before the loss at Tulsa, the Lady 
Owls evened their conference re-
cord at 2-2 with a pair of home wins 
against the University of Texas-El 
Paso (8-7,3-2) Jan. 6 and Boise State 
Jan. 8. The victories ran Rice's home 
WAC winning streak to 14 games, 
dating back to a Feb. 20, 2003 loss 
to then-7th-ranked La. Tech. 

Senior forward Annie Peck led the 
Owls with 11 points, and senior for-
ward Michelle Woods and freshman 
guard Maudess Fulton had 10 points 
apiece in the win against UTEP—one 
of only two WAC teams to defeat Rice 
last year — which was McKinney's 
200th in her 12 seasons at Rice. 
Athletic Director Bobby May (Will 
Rice '65) honored McKinney, who 
received a standing ovation from 
the season-high crowd of 1,436, 
with a commemorative ball two days 
later, and the Lady Owls trailed for 
only 14 seconds in cruising to a 
75-48 win over Boise State. Woods 
and Fulton again scored 10 points 
each, while sophomore guard Krystal 
Frazier led the team with 11. 

The I^ady Owls opened their 
conference season, though, with a 
pair of road losses: 77-68 to SMU 
Dec. 30 and 76-66 to La. Tech 
Jan. 1. Rice shot just 35.6 percent 
in the disappointing loss to SMU 
but played much better against the 
lady Techsters, who have not lost a 
WAC home game since joining the 
conference for the 2001-'02 season. 
The lady Owls out-shot and out-re-
bounded La. Tech, but game officials 
called 29 fouls on Rice while calling 
just 13 on La. Tech, resulting in the 
lady Techsters shooting 40 free 
throws — and converting on 26 — to 
the Lady Owls' 8 attempts. 

' All our point guards 

have strengths and 

weaknesses. We're just 

struggling to find the one 

to get the most done.' 
— Cristy McKinney 

Head women's basketball coach 

Rice led by as many as 16 points 
in the game, which was probably the 
lady Owls' best chance to win in 
Ruston, la., as the lady Techsters 
— unranked after being as high as 
No. 6 last season — were without 
preseason WAC Player of the Year 
Erica Taylor, who gave birth to a 
daughter Dec. 14 and has just re-
turned to practice this week. 

"La. Tech was heartbreaking, 
but it's in the past and all we can 
do is work on what's in front of us," 
Woods said. "We have to win the 
ones at home, and I have confidence 
we're going to win a couple on the 
road too." 

WAC Pet. Overall Pet. Home Road Neu. 

La. Tech 6 - 0 1 . 0 0 0 1 0 - 4 . 7 1 4 6 2 4 - 1 0 - 1 

SMU 4 - 2 .667 1 3 3 .812 1 0 - 0 2 - 2 1 0 

Tulsa 3 - 2 . 5 0 0 1 1 4 . 7 3 3 7 - 0 3 4 1 - 0 

UTEP 3 2 . 6 0 0 8 - 7 . 5 3 3 6 - 2 2 - 5 0 - 0 

Fresno S t . 3 - 3 . 5 0 0 1 1 - 4 . 7 3 3 4 3 7 - 1 0 0 

SJSU 2 - 3 . 4 0 0 9 - 6 . 6 0 0 4 - 3 4 - 3 1 - 0 

Rice 2 - 3 .400 9 - 7 .562 6 - 0 2 - 6 1 - 1 

Hawaii 2 - 3 . 4 0 0 6 - 6 . 5 0 0 5 - 4 1 - 2 0 - 0 

Boise S t . 1 4 . 2 0 0 6 - 8 . 4 2 9 5 - 2 1 - 6 0 - 0 

Nevada 1 - 5 . 1 6 7 5 - 1 1 . 3 1 2 4 - 2 1 - 7 0 - 2 

SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

Sid beats Wiess for 
Powderpuff crown 

Sid Richardson won its second 
consecutive title and completed its 
second straight 10-0 season with a 
13-6 win over Wiess in the Powder-
puff championship Dec. 5. 

Freshman halfback Natalie 
Gwilliam ran 74 yards for a touch-
down in the first quarter to give 
Wiess a 6-0 lead. Sid's defense later 
improved, however, as Gwilliam 
rushed for just one yard after the 
touchdown and Wiess freshman 
halfback Bianca Caram ran for only 
10 yards on five carries. 

In the second quarter, Sid 
drove into Wiess territory with an 
11-play drive but stalled at the 
Wiess 34-yard-line. On Sid's next 
drive, though, sophomore quarter-
back Christi Disch completed four 
of five passes for 61 yards, culmi-
nating with an 11-yard touchdown 
pass to senior halfback Kristin 
Jefferson that tied the game 6-6 
at halftime. 

After Wiess punted, Sid began its 
first possession of the second half on 
its own 45, and two 20-yard comple-
tions to junior receiver/defensive 
back Paula Steinhauser, as well as 
a 10-yard holding penalty on Wiess, 
set up the go-ahead touchdown. 
Jefferson ran for the score from 11 
yards to give Sid a 13-6 lead. 

In the fourth quarter, Sid ran 
down the clock with an eight-play 
drive that ended with less than 
two minutes to go. On its final 
drive, Wiess advanced to the 
Sid 42, but Steinhauser inter-
cepted sophomore quarterback 
Allie Smith's last-second pass to 
seal Sid's victory and champion-
ship. Smith completed only 6 of 13 
passes for 46 yards in the game, 
and senior Annie Goodrich, Wi-
ess' leading receiver throughout 

the season, caught only three 
passes for 34 yards, all of them 
in the fourth quarter. 

Wiess coach Ryan Dunnavant, 
a senior, said he was proud of his 
team's effort in the loss. 

"They played their hearts out," 
Dunnavant said. "They played like 
champions to me. One or two big 
plays changed the whole game. 
It's hard to be upset or frustrated 
because it really could've gone 
either way. It was just a matter of 
who got the breaks and who didn't, 
and we just didn't get a couple of 
them." 

Sid did not compile its usually 
gaudy offensive numbers, as Wi-
ess limited Disch to 9-23 passing 
for 125 yards, and Jefferson gained 
29 yards on nine carries. But Disch's 
four longest completions came on 
Sid's two touchdown drives, and 
Steinhauser's game-clinching inter-
ception came just as Wiess' offense 
began to gain momentum. 

Although Sid scored only twice, 
the team ran 44 plays to Wiess' 28 
and contained the explosive com-
bination of Gwilliam — with the 
exception of her touchdown run, 
the game's only play of more than 
25 yards — and Caram by keeping 
the Wiess offense off the field. 

Wiess finished the season 
with a 7-3 record and has lost five 
of its last six games against Sid, 
including two of the last three in 
the playoffs. 

— Stephen Whitfield 

Humber signs with 
Mets for $3.7 million 

Former Rice right-hander Philip 
Humber, who pitched for the base-
ball team from 2002-'04, signed a 
$3.7 million contract with the New 
York Mets Jan. 11. Humber was 
the Mets' first-round pick in the 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

# A 1 

#A 2 

# A 3 

Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8*30 Value Meals 

#B1 Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 

(713) 523-7770 
5733 Kirby Dr. 

Hours II am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 

2004 First Year Player Draft, and 
the third selection overall. 

Rice teammates Jeff Niemann 
and Wade Townsend (Brown '04) 
were drafted fourth and eighth, 
respectively, making Rice the first 
school ever to have three players 
drafted in the first eight picks. 

Humber was a regular in Rice's 
weekend pitching rotation for his 
three years at Rice and amassed 
a 35-8 record with a sparkling 
2.80 ERA His 422 strikeouts (in 
353.2 innings) rank second all-time 
at Rice, and he holds the school 
single-game record with 17 strike-
outs against Hawaii on March 20, 
2004 at Reckling Park. 

Humber will be best remem-
bered, however, for his complete-
game performance in the decisive 
third game of the 2003 College 
World Series championship series, 
a 14-2 Rice win over Stanford for the 
only team na'. ;nal championship in 
school history. 

He has three pitches that are 
almost ready for the major leagues: 
a fastball that ranges from 88-94 
mph, a dominant 12-to-6curveball 
and a split-fingered fastball that 
is especially effective against left-
handers. Humber reported to a 
Met mini-camp in Port St. Lucie, 
Fla., Jan. 12-13 before returning 
to Texas. 

Townsend, drafted by the Ori-
oles, hired an agent in August and 
then enrolled at Rice for the fall 
semester in an attempt to bypass 
Major League Baseball rules that 
prohibit amateur draft picks from 
enrolling in school. MLB ruled 
that Townsend, who graduated in 
December with a degree in his-
tory, must re-enter the 2005 draft. 
Niemann, taken by the Devil Rays, 
remains unsigned but is expected 
to complete a deal in time for spring 
training. 

—Jonathan Yardley j 

©2004 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at participating 
store only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
than $20. Delivery area limited to ensure safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 
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BASKETBALL 
From page 14 

BY THE 

mentioned more than once that there 
are times when we're going to face 
adversity and be without Mike or 
Jason and somebody's going to need 
to step up," Wilson said. "We had 
guys coming off the bench playing 
like they had something to prove. 
As far as Brock and Jamaal starting, 
1 think both those guys felt more than 
capable and more than ready to take 
on the challenge." 

Since the Owls lost their fourth 
consecutive road game96-67 to UTEP 
on Jan. 6, Wilson said he has noticed 
increased intensity in practices, 
which he said contributed to wins 
against Tulsa and 87-75 over Boise 
State on the road Jan. 8. 

"I'm very pleased with the prog-
ress that we're making," Wilson said. 
"For whatever reason, there's been a 
subtle difference in our approach in 
practice. Mike in particular has done 
a good job of setting the tone for us 
early in practice. Since the UTEP 
game, we've responded pretty well 
and have had good practices." 

While perennial contender 
Tulsa currently sits in last place 
in the WAC, this weekend's oppo-
nents pose bigger challenges for 
Rice. Fresno State has surprised 
this season after being picked to 
finish among the WAC's bottom 
three teams in both the coaches' 
and media's preseason polls. 

Defending conference cham-
pion Nevada, which advanced to the 
Sweet 16 of the NCAA tournament 
last year, lost 2004 WAC Player of 
the Year Kirk Snyder to the Utah 
Jazz in the first round of the NBA 
draft, but Nick Fazekas has averaged 
20.3 points and 8.6 rebounds per 
game in leading the Wolf Pack to the 
top of the WAC this year. Gillespie said 
the team is more focused on its own 
players than on its opponents. 

"We viewitas ifwe're playing against 
ourselves," Gillespie said. "We don't 

really look at the other team. Tangibly, 
they're ahead of us in the standings, so 
both games are situationswherewecan 
gain some ground." 

'People have to respect 

our outside shooting. I 

think everybody did a 

good job of knocking 

down the open three 

— we've been working 

in practice on not just 

taking the easy shot, but 

the good shot." 
— Michael Harris 

Senior forward 

With the difficulties Rice and 
other WAC teams have faced on 
the road — home teams have won 
63 percent of WAC games so far this 
season — this weekend's games are 
critical in the Owls' hopes of reach-
ing the NCAA tournament. Moore 
said this weekend's games are more 
significant than Rice's December 
losses at highly-ranked Connecticut 
and Syracuse. 

"The two games coming up are 
the biggest two games of the year 
so far," Moore said. "Both teams 
are tied for first place, and in the 
WAC, the road schedule is so hard 
because you have to travel so far, 
that you can't afford to lose any 
games at home. Compared to flying 
out to the West Coast, dealing with 
the time change, sleeping in a dif-
ferent bed — it's a big advantage to 
be at home, especially with Autry's 
Army here at home." 

dec. 3-jan. 16 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

TULSA 70 BICE 82 
Jan. 15. 2 0 0 5 — Autry Court 

Tulsa 

Rice 

3 5 

5 2 

3 5 — 7 0 

3 0 — 8 2 

Rice 

Boise St. 

34 

30 

53 — 87 

45 — 75 

Rice Social Dance Society presents 

the Spring 2005 dance classes! 

No Partner Needed! 

One Low Fee Allows You to Take All Classes! 

First Lesson FREE!!! 
Club Dues: $20 Students and Rice affiliates, $30 others 

(Bafc 

MONDAY NIGHTS 

'Ballroom 
See website for location 
7 pm Beginner 
8 pm intermediate 
9 pm Advanced 

room 
TUESDAY NIGHTS 

Salsa 
At Willy's Pub 

7 pm Beginner WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
8 pm Intermediate 

• / 

Swing 
at Willy's Pub 

7 pm Beginner 
8 pm Intermediate 

9 pm Advanced 

Check out www.mf.rice.edu/~rsds or ©mail tor more info 

Three-point goals—Rice 3 9 (Harnson 1-1, Williams O l , 

MrKneth 0-1, Gillespie 1-5. Okrzesik 1-1), Boise St. 5 -13 

7 K U I 3-7, Blackburn 0-2, Harris 2-3, Lane 0-1) 

Rebounds — Rice 38 (Harris 9), Boise St. 24 (Rob-

inson 7) 

A ' j i s ts — Rice 13 (McKrieth 6) , Boise St. 17 (Karl, 

Blackburn 5) 

Attendance — 4 ,544 

RICE 67 UTEP 96 
Jan. 6 , 2 0 0 5 — Don Haskins Center, El Paso 

u m p M M C E M 

Jan. 6. 2 0 0 5 — Autry Court 

UTEP 

Rlc« 

1 4 3 6 — 5 0 

3 5 2 0 — 5 5 

Rice 

UTEP 

3 8 2 9 — 6 7 

4 8 4 8 — 9 6 

Tulsa (3-11, 0-5) 
Collins 4-9 OO 10, Teichmann 1-3 1-2 3, Price 7-16 

2-5 16, Glenn 7 14 5 6 19, McDade 0-1 OO 0, James 

1-6 0-0 3 , Wallace 4-7 0-0 11, Gonzalez 3-6 0-0 6, 

Ramsdell 0 - 1 0-0 0, Cardwell 1-3 0-0 2 

Totals: 2 8 6 6 8 1 3 7 0 

Rice (9-4. 4-1) 
Moore 3-7 2-3 8, Harris 7-12 4 - 5 1 9 . Britton 0 1 6-6 6, 

Gillespie 5 -11OO13 . Wil.iams 4 8 1 - 2 1 0 , Culver 0 - 0 1 2 

1, Packeviclus 0-0 0 4 0, Harrison 3 5 5 8 1 4 , Okrzesik 

0-2 OO 0, Almond 4 8 1-3 11, Killings 0-0 OO 0 

Totals: 2 6 5 4 2 0 3 0 8 2 

Three po in tgoals—Tulsa 6-15 (Collins 2-5, Teichmann 

0-1, James 1-3, Wallace 3-5. Ramsdell 0-1), Rice 10 

18 (Moore 0-1, Harris 1-2. Gillespie 3-7, Wil l iams 1-1. 

Harrison 3-3. Almond 2-4) 

Rebounds — Tulsa 37 (Glenn 8), Rice 4 0 (Harris 18) 

Assists — Tulsa 15 (James 5), Rice 18 (Wil l iams, 

Okrzesik 5) 

Attendance — 2 5 0 3 

RICE 87 BOISE ST. 75 
Jan. 8 , 2 0 0 5 — Taco Bell Arena. Boise, Idaho 

Rice (7-4, 2-1) 
Harrison 3-8 0-0 6, Harris 5 - 1 1 0-0 10. Britton 2-6 

2-2 6 . Wil l iams 6-13 1 5 13. McKrieth 4 1 0 1 2 9 . 

Gillespie 2-7 2-2 7, Packevicius 0-0 0-0 0 . Okrzesik 

0 -1 OO 0. Almond 1-2 2 2 4, Moore 5-5 2 6 12, Kill 

ings 0 -1 0-0 0 

Totals: 28-64 1 0 1 9 67 

UTEP (12-2, 2-0) 
Will iams 6 -10 2-3 14, Thomas 1 1 1 4 3-4 26 , Tofi 

2 6 OO 4, St. Amant 0 1 2 2 2 , Rivera 4 1 0 2 4 11, 

Murphy 0 - 1 0-0 0, Davis 0-3 2-2 2. Ayala 7-10 0-0 20 , 

Gehrke 0 - 1 1-2 1. Carr 0 -1 0-0 0, Branch 1 4 OO 2, 

Kimble 4 8 6-8 14 

Totals: 3 5 6 9 18-25 9 6 

Three point goals — Rice 1 1 2 (Harrison 0-2, Harris 

0-1, Wil l iams 0-2, McKrieth 0-3, Gillespie 1-3, Okrze 

sik 0-1), UTEP 8-18 (Will iams 0-2, Thomas 1-1. St. 

Amant 0-1, Rivera 1-2, Murphy 0-1, Davis 0-2, Ayala 

6-8, Branch O l ) 

UTEP (6-6,1-1) 
Krezel 3-9 4 4 10, Piekarska 4 14 2 ? 10, McGee 1 6 

3 4 5. Dydek 3-9 OO 6, Launiainen 0-0 OO 0, Taylor 1-6 

8 -10 10 , Avery OO 0-0 0 , Rayos 0 -1 OO 0, Carrasco 

OO OO 0. Penno OO 0-0 0 , Phelps 2-6 3-4 7, Yancey 

1 - 1 OO 2, Goslin O l OO 0 

Totals: 1 5 5 3 2 0 2 4 5 0 

Rice (8-6,1-2) 
Woods 3-7 2 4 10, Neaves 1 5 2 4 4 . Fulton 5 1 0 OO 

10, Frazier 2 8 3-4 7, Elder 0-2 0 2 0 , Singleton 0-0 

0-0 0 , Rivenn 1 2 3 4 5, McCauley 1 4 OO 2. Stovall 

1-2 0-0 2 . Berezhinska 1 - 1 0 - 1 2, Cunningham 0 2 2-2 

2 . Peck 2 7 7 8 11, Loggins 0-1 OO 0 

Totals: 1 7 - 5 1 1 9 2 9 5 5 

Three-point goals — UTEP 0-8 (Krezel 0-6, Piekarska 

0-1, McGee 0-1), Rice 2 9 (Woods 2 4 , Fulton 0-1, Frazier 

0-1, Riverin 0-1, McCauley 0-1. Cunningham 0-1) 

Rebounds — UTEP 3 8 (Dydek 8), Rice 4 0 (Neaves 

8) 

Assists — UTEP 7 (Taylor 4). Rice 9 (Frazier, Elder 2) 

Attendance — 217 

RICE 66 LA. TECH 76 
Jan. 1, 2 0 0 4 

Thomas Assembly Center, Ruston, La. 

Rebounds 

hams 10) 

Rice 4 0 (Harris 15), UTEP 3 9 (Wil 
Rice 

La. Tech 

39 27 — 66 

32 44 — 76 

Assists — Rice 13 (Will iams 6), UTEP 2 6 (Rivera 8) Attendance — 2 ,072 

Attendance — 10 ,587 

LA. TECH 57 RICE 78 

RICE 68 SMU 77 
Dec. 30 , 2 0 0 4 — Moody Coliseum. Dallas 

Jan. 1. 2 0 0 5 — Autry Court 

La. Tech 

Rice 

Attendance — 1 ,176 

30 

40 

27 — 57 

3 8 — 7 8 

Rice 

SMU 

29 39 — 68 

47 30 — 77 

SMU 64 RICE 66 OT 
Dec. 30 , 2 0 0 4 — Autry Court 

Rice (8-4, 3-1) 
Harrison 3-4 6 - 6 1 3 , Harris 9 1 1 7 8 25 Britton 1 3 0 - 0 

2, Williams 6-8 2-214, McKrieth 4 7 3 -411 , Gillespie 2 9 

0-0 5. Packevicius 0-0 0 -00 , Okrzesik 2 2 OO 5. Almond 

1-2 OO 2, Moore 3-6 2 3 8, Killings 0 -1 2-2 2 

Totals: 31-53 22-25 87 

Boise St. (7-7,1-2) 
Robinson 7 12 0 1 14 Banks 3-4 0-0 6, Karl 3 1 0 

3-4 12, Blackburn 8 1 8 6 1 0 22. Harris 2-3 2-2 8 , 

Lane 1-3 2 2 4. Thompson 1 -1 OO 2, Lloyd 0 2 2 2 

2, Green 1-6 3-7 5 

Totals: 2 6 59 1 8 2 8 75 

SMU 

Rice 

Attendance — 2 . 6 1 9 

35 

28 

27 

34 

64 

66 

RICE 72 SYRACUSE 88 
Dec. 22, 2 0 0 4 — Carrier Dome. Syracuse. N.Y. 

Rice 
Syracuse 

Attendance — 16 ,488 

34 
39 

38 
49 

72 
88 

RICE 72 CONNECTICUT 81 
Dec. 19. 2004 — Hartford CIVIC Center. Hartford. Conn. 

Rice 

UConn 

Attendance — 16 .294 

40 32 — 72 
47 34 — 8 1 

Attendance — 8 9 6 

RlCE^fiTJtHOBE ISLAND 62 
Dec. 23 . 2004 — The Ryan Center. Kingston. R.I. 

Rice 30 37 — 67 

Rhode Island 29 33 — 62 

Attendance — 5 8 0 

TEXAS STATEJ5ZJUCE 87 
Dec. 17, 2 0 0 4 — Autry Court 

Texas St. 33 34 — 67 
Rice 40 47 — 87 

Attendance — 5 8 1 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 1 MICHIGAN 3 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 61 TULSA 74 
Jan. 13 . 2 0 0 5 

Donald W. Reynolds Center. Tulsa. Okla 

Rice 
Tulsa 

29 32 — 6 1 
29 45 — 74 

Rice (9-7, 2-3) 
Woods 1 10 2-2 5. Neaves 4 7 6 9 14. Fulton 5 1 1 1 - 2 

11. Frazier 3 1 0 1-2 7. Elder 1 4 1-2 3. Riverin 1-2 0-0 

2, McCauley 2 4 OO 6. Stovall 1 -1 OO 2, Berezhinska 

OO 1-2 1, Cunningham 0 3 0 2 0. Peck 4 8 OO 8. 

Loggins 1-2 0-0 2 

ToUls: 23-62 12 2 1 6 1 

Tulsa (U-3, 3-2) 
Robbins 4 1 1 5 6 13, Heidotten 5 6 1 2 11, Pongonis 

3 - 8 3 4 11. Mays 6-12 4 - 8 1 6 , Moody 2 5 1 - 2 6 . Upshaw 

OO 1-2 1, Irving 2 3 1 2 5 . Idlet O l OO 0. Ridge 2-2 

2 4 7, Jaskowiak 2-3 OO 4, Newby OO OO 0 

Totals: 26-51 1 & 3 0 74 

Three point goals — Rice 3 1 1 (Woods 1-3, Fulton 

0 2 , Frazier 0 1 , McCauley 2-3, Cunningham O l , Log 

gins O l ) . Tulsa 4 1 1 (Pongonis 2-6. Mays O l . Moody 

1-3, Ridge 1 1 ) 

Rebounds — Rice 3 9 (Woods 14). Tulsa 3 6 (Heidot 
ten 8) 

Assists — Rice 11 (Frazier 4), Tulsa 18 (Pongonis 5) 

Attendance — 1 ,553 

Dec. 3, 2 0 0 4 — Gregory Gym. Austin 

NCAA Tournament First Round 

Rice 

Michigan 

Final Stats 

Kills 

Errors 

At tempts 

Attack Percentage 

Assists 

Service Aces 

Digs 

Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 

Rice — R Pazo 14. Kuykendall 12. Carter 12 

Michigan — Bruzdzinski 24 , Gandolph 17 

Assists 

Rice — Hoban 54 

Michigan — Gamalski 6 1 

Digs 

Rice — R Pazo 15, 0 Pazo 14. Kirk 12 

Michigan — Selsky 26 . Bruzdzinski 16. Gandolph 13 

Attendance — 1 .888 

29 30 23 20 

3 1 24 30 30 

Rice Mich. 
6 9 6 8 

24 17 

1 8 0 154 

2 5 0 3 3 1 

6 2 67 

2 5 

57 76 

8 .0 15 .0 

BOISE SL 48 RICE 75 
Jan. 8 . 2 0 0 5 — Autry Court 

Boise St. 

Rice 
2 3 2 5 — 4 8 
3 2 4 3 — 7 5 

Boise St. (5-7, 0-3) 
Blaine 1 9 4-4 7, Hawkins 3 5 2-2 8 , Little 2-2 OO 4. 

Harris 2-9 3-4 9, Buggs 1 5 OO 2, Paiz O l OOO. Begay 

0 2 2 2 2, Ramirez 1 4 6 6 7, Hill 0 0 0 2 0, Stewart O l 

OO 0, Lee 1 2 4 6 6, Nakashima 1-5 OO 3 

Totals: 12-45 2 0 2 6 4 8 

Rice (9-6. 2-2) 
Woods 5 1 0 OO 10, Neaves 2 4 1 2 5. Fulton 5-10 OO 

10, Frazier 5-9 1-3 11. Elder 2 3 0 1 4, Riverin 2 4 0 0 

4, McCauley 3 5 OO 9, Stovall 3 5 1-1 7, Berezhinska 

1-5 OO 2. Cunningham 2 4 OO 4, Peck 3 8 3 6 9. 

Loggins O l OO 0 

Totals: 33 6 8 6 1 3 75 

Three point goals — Boise St. 4 1 6 (Blaine 1 3 . Harris 

2-6, Buggs O l . Begay O l , Ramirez 0 2 , Nakashima 
1-3). Rice 3 1 1 (Woods 0 2 . Fulton 0 3 , Frazier O l . 
McCauley 3-5) 

Rebounds — Boise St. 3 3 (Hawkins 5). Rice 4 0 
(Frazier, Elder 6) 

Assists — Boise St 8 (Blaine 3). Rice 22 (Elder 5) 

Attendance — 1 , 4 3 6 

MEN'S TENNIS 

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
TENNIS CLASSIC 
Jan 1 4 1 6 

Indian Wells Tennis Garden, Indian Wells, Calif. 

Singles Round of 32 

HarHnett (RU) del Maythaler (UVA) 7-6, 6 4 

Singles Round of 16 

Stewart (UVA) def Haerte (RU) 4-6, 7-5, 6 3 

Cohen (UVA) def Searle (RU) 6-4, 4 6 . 7 « 

Matalonga (Ariz.) det Harknett (RU) 5 1 , 6 3 

Doubles Quarterfinals 

Searle/Harknett (RU) def Rozek/Riley (UVA) 8 5 

Doubles Semifinals 
Dewarman/Huey (UVA) def Searle/Harknett (RU) 
9-8 

SWIMMING 

UT146 RICE 113 
Jan, 13, 2005 — Rice Pool 

1 University of Texas 
2. Rice 

146 

113 

This week's boxscores brought to you by 

Homecour l advantage 

Another year, another BCS folly (coughAuburncough) 

Delgado in Arlington 

The Commissioner's Cup 

Sunny Saturdays between the Jake and the Reck 

Lockout - > soccer as the fifth major sport 

Golf in Houston in January 

<! 

! f l 

9 1' 

I I ! 

http://www.mf.rice.edu/~rsds
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FRIDAY 21 
"Chlpul tau si dragostea din 
tel, Ml-amlntesc de ochli tal." 
If you know what that means, 
then you know European techno 
is the new hip-hop. 

Today at 5 p.m., the first Add/ 
Drop PIN expires for all under-
graduates. Online registration 
will be disabled so that PINs 
may be reset. Today is also the 
last day to resolve grades of 
"Other" from Fall 2004. 

Dude, on a scale from 1 to 10, 
1 being not-so-extreme and 10 
being extremely extreme, that 
was a 9.5! 

Today is the registration 
deadline for intramural men's 
and coed volleyball and softball 
teams. 

I've sunk to a new low: Why did 
Beethoven get rid of his chick-
ens? All they said was, "BACH. 
BACH, BACH ..." 

Andrew Williams performs the 
music of Bach, Beethoven and 
Sarasate at 8 p.m. in Duncan Re-
cital Hall. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

SATURDAY 22 
While jogging in a park, a man 
found a brand-new tennis ball, 
and not seeing anybody around, 
he slipped it into the pocket of 
his shorts. Later that day, he 
stopped at a pedestrian cross-
walk. A girl standing next to 
him couldn't help but notice the 
large bulge. 

"What's that?" she asked, 
pointing at his shorts. 

"Tennis ball," came the breath 
less reply. 

"Oh my gosh," said the girl 
sympathetically, "That must be 
very painful. I had tennis elbow 
once!" 

The women's tennis team faces 
Lamar University at 9 a.m. and 
Prairie View A&M at 2 p.m. in 
the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 
Come see our women serve 
up two losses to the opposing 
teams. 

This is not a cheer-ocracy, I am 
the cheer-tator, I will make the 
cheer-isions around here, and 
I will deal with the cheer-onse-
quences! 

The men's basketball team faces 
the University of Nevada at 
2:05 p.m. at Autry Court. Come 
cheer on your Owls as they 
pass, shoot and dunk their way 
to victory. 

MONDAY 24 

Hall. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 3484933. 

TUESDAY 25 

PINs reactivated! 

Online registration resumes at 
9 a.m. as the second Add/Drop 
PINs become active for all un-
dergraduates. Time to add that 
LPAP you need to graduate. 

How do you tell a male chromo-
some from a female chromo-
some? Pull down its genes! 

Bonnie Bassler of Princeton 
University presents a lecture 
entitled "Tiny Conspiracies: 
Cell-to-Cell Communication in 
Bacteria" at 4 p.m. in Room 131 
of Anderson Biological Labora-
tories. All are welcome. 

Confucius say, "Foolish man 
give wife grand piano. Wise man 
give wife upright organ." 

Naomi Shibatani performs 
"The Ravel Piano Trio and the 
Basque Influence" on piano at 
5:30 p.m. in the Duncan Recital 

Fresh like ... uh! Impala ... uhl 
Career Fair... uhl 

The 2005 Rice Collegiate Job 
Fair takes place from 2 to 5 p.m. 
in the Grand Hall of the Student 
Center. The Summer Opportuni-
ties Fair is from 7 to 9 p.m. in 
the same location. 

Texas is not a country? 

The Baker Institute Student Fo-
rum hosts a panel discussion en-
titled "American Politics, Texas 
Style: The Growing Influence of 
Texas in American Politics" at 
4 p.m. in the Dore Commons. 
Please R.S.V.P. to BISF@rice.edu 
by noon on January 21. 

We ARE the Globo Gym Purple 
Cobras ... and we will, we will, 
rock you! 

Moky Gibson-Lane performs 
the music of Popper, Brahms, 
Ligeti, Boccherini and Ros-
sini on the cello at 5:30 p.m. in 
Duncan Recital Hall. Admission 
is free. For more information, 
contact Tom Littman at (713) 
348-4933. 

THURSDAY 27 
Master's Recital 

Ira Gold performs the music of 
Antoniotti, Vanhal, Schumann 
and Anderson on the double 
bass at 5:30 p.m. in the Duncan 
Recital Hall. Admission is free. 
For more information, contact 
Tom Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

FRIDAY 

Because you're not quite evil 
enough. You're semi-evil, you're 
quasi-evil, you're the margarine 
of evil, you're the Diet Coke of 

evil, just one calorie, not "evil" 
enough. 

Today is the last day to add 
courses without a fee as well as 
add a course without obtaining 
the instructor's permission. 

Deadlines... uhl 
Today is registration deadline 
for intramural tennis doubles, 
coed ultimate and coed inner-
tube water polo teams. 

Go ahead, make your jokes, Mr. 
Jokey ... Joke-maker. But let me 
hit you with some knowledge. 
Quit now. Save yourself the 
embarrassment of losing with 
these losers in Las Vegas, La 
Fleur. 

The women's basketball team 
challenges the University of 
Hawaii at 7 p.m. at Autry Court. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

calendar... 

... smoother than your 
grandmother on Botox. 

thresher@rice.edu 
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BUY YOUR TEXTBOOKS 
AT HALF.COM 
AND SAVE UP TO 40% OFF* THE LIST PRICE. 

How great is this? Find great savings on new or used 
textbooks you need this semester. Go to half.com and 
enter the titles or ISBN numbers. Thafs it! 

* 5 an additional 
on a purchase off $ 5 0 or more . 
Redeem this coupon by entering this code: 

RICE2005 

at half.com 
For a limited time, first-time buyers only. See conditions below."* 

1 

1 

.com 

• C l a i m b a s e d o n c o m p a r i s o n o f a v e r a g e s e i i i n g p n c e e x c l u d i n g s h i p p i n g a n d h a n d l i n g ) f o r t o p 1 0 % o f t e x t b o o k s ( b y u n i t v o l u m e ) s o l d o n H a l f c o m f r o m 

A u g u s t I s t - S e p t e m b e r 11. 2 0 0 4 a n d l i s t e d a s " b r a n d n e w " b y t h e s e l l e r w i t h l i s t p r i c e f o r s a m e t i t l e T e x t b o o k s a r e d e f i n e d a s u n d e r g r a d u a t e a n d g r a d u a t e 

t e x t b o o k s a n d e x c l u d e r e f e r e n c e b o o k s a n d n o v e l s / l i t e r a t u r e 

"Of fer valid for J5 off a purchase ot $50 or more al Hall com only Offer valid for fiisl time buyers only Order value must be a minimum of $50 00 before the discount <s applied and does nol Include ship 
ptnq handling taxes or .nsurance This coupon cannol be combined with any other coupon discount gift certificate or promotion Any potential refund ^ not include the:coupon or its redemption value 
Void where prohibited Open only to U S residents 18 years of ago or oldei Promotion subtect to change without notice Offer expires on March 31 2005 at 11 59 59 EST 

© 2004 eBay Inc 

J j « 

mailto:BISF@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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SENIORS. This week you began your final semester as an undergraduate. You say you're ready to graduate. 

Your parents say you're ready to graduate. Your ECAPP degree evaluation may even say you're ready to gradu-
ate. But have you really lived your Rice life to the fullest? 

Y o u m a y t h i n k y o u ' v e d o n e i t a l l , b u t t h e B a c k p a g e b e g s t o d i f f e r . W e ' v e t a k e n t h e l i b e r t y o f s p r u c i n g u p s o m e 

o f t h e t i m e - h o n o r e d c a m p u s t r a d i t i o n s w e a l l k n o w a n d l o v e . B a k e r - 1 3 ? S c h m a k e r - 1 3 . A t t h e n e w R i c e , n u d i t y 

flies a l l 2 8 , 2 9 , 3 0 o r 3 1 d a y s o f t h e m o n t h ( S e e b l o t t e r , p a g e 4 ) . I n s t i t u t i o n a l l y e m b e d d e d ? S c h m i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y 

e m b e d d e d . T i m e s a r e a - c h a n g i n g , a n d y o u , f o r w a r d t h i n k e r , c a n c h a n g e t o o . M u t e t h e M c L a c h l a n a n d s h u t t h e 

S e u s s . Y o u m a y n o t g r a d u a t e u n t i l y o u t h e d o t h e f o l l o w i n g . 

Obligatory Senior Checklist... 
Eight wet&wild must-dos for second-semester seniors 

6* £ 
u © 
4 > 

o fi 

; • 

3i t 

.as 
d j s 
£ ^ 
2 $ 

0 3 <= 
< * 

o 

O 
•<-» 

T3 
Oj 
cn 
3 
3 
O 
>> 
c 

A 
Z 

d § 
O JZ 

2 % 
v •§ 

" 5 j s 
a .s 
o ^ 
bo « — 

u 

m •£ 
aJ c 

I—' 1) 

O 

•c3*S 

Ja § 

^ . **- t« LC 

3 8 
t* o 

& 
a 
o •+-» 

en 

= 1 ^ o 
« £ 

a - o 

§ "2 

C 

£ 
41 

c* 

o 3 

o 4) 
- = 6 
"*a 
o o 

? 35 
5c u 

•3 o 

„<« c 
— -a 
-s •*= 

^ £ 0 
£ cn c3 

U. 

j O 

O) 
. c 
-4-» 
<+H 
O 

"a3 
£ 
o 

-Q 
a> 

A 

aj 
6 
.S 
u> 
C 
O "2 U C 
c 
4 

v> g "c3 
4> n 4> 
3 £ $ 

- s a 
CO ' T? n r-; 

c 

o > <u 4) > o 
Jg <W 
7 e 4) (fl fi l; W o ® 

a l a 
3 5P - e 
o 4>o5 

O J ^ - d G 
£ S c o l̂ ":l 
•Mil 
Q, £3 as 

• * <u be 
S £ . S 

fl_> <U C/5 
5 , D 0) 
P w ^3 

W r-flj •*" 

O O 
E c >. 4» -a 
c p 

O w 

£ ® 
•N 
S " 2 
c/> . Z3 
. r-C 

w 
O CO ^ 

lT -

cn 

o I ^ 
• 5 - 3 ( 3 & 
3 x) w * , 
o eg ^ O) 
>»®s j S g 

3 o » o .SP 
- =• ® ® JS 

: . S 
C/) 

t | w - | 

£ 3 

3 t) ») 

4 

5 
'% 

1 
2 S c S o 
JJ 3 U 
U C/5 

g s -JS 4 

. I j l b 
a» ,>< 52 

w 5 4) ? 
4 

O 
^ | 

X w 
> •- w 5 
0 w 3 ± 

O 3 
2 S o b M 

1 ? S 8 S 

S S s-i & 
> o ^ 

n { S f • § ! ' § = g g t S ' S 
L J ^ - c j u S x n . h u j o 

T3 
a 
o 
a 
a 
o 

• 
+-* 

c 
i i 
a> 

X3 
(/) 
a 
O. 

O 
CJ 

4 3 

4 -!« W V. <U 
,v- nj 3 4 M r; 

^ o S £ ® • 

c 

•2 - s ? § s i 1 3 

. 2 § ' I o ^ g 2 « 
3 >« O D, i > ^ "® 

fl»io^i20cfl 
s jy ~ a « . 2 

i J l s l ' & l S B 

2 « ^ 
o ^ 

w s £ !§ ® -«Q y CO 
« - f 5 

S - s W O ^ O S S 2 TJ 
s o ] a f a j l 

«2 *o >t .S c 
g 5 "U v . 5 ^ J . 2 
E t j 53 J a 5 si -a 
O -fa S . .S O.CQ ^ g 

1,1 >, C ° n ^ "t3 >> vH Ja 73 
i-i .fa C -S 

co a . * 
22 ' S *" 

& B ® 2 

- S w i s s 

z i l l l 

A
 3 

>3 _0 

-a w 
y -

ya co 
-3 £ 
a S 4 ' 3 

J3 M 
2 3 5 g. 
£ J5 

4 
"S ^ 
4 "g 

*® C 

rz: <L> 
o ^ 

S l - s 

— 4 
. & 2 o 
" 5 H o 

3 
a 
D 

a 
be 
G 

3 q 

•C 
X3 
u, 
3 
O 

^ 3 

bo 1 ' 
' 5 « 

« "§ 

ro ^3 

1-
o . 

Jj= 
<n 
3 3 T 3 ^ 

2 ^ 
3 
O co 
> > M > 

S3 .2 ~ 
CO 

4 G 

" p i s 

& § 
bC ^ 

GO 
3 

& 1 | 
3 cfl 
O ~ 

DC ^ 
v-> 2 
o ^ 

o — 
O T3 
n § 

be 
73 
£ 

«5 
3 
b 
4 

•5 
•— a, 
S !p 

C/5 • -
^ & 

§ 3 
J 1 
^ I 

a 

• 5 
G 

L 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

HOUSING 
GREAT RENTAL for family! 4 bed/2.5 
bath, home convenient to Downtown, 
UH, Rice, METRORail and Medical 
Center. Huge rooms, many custom 
features! $2,500 per month. Call Helen 
Michael: (713) 840-5018. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Bike to Rice. 
1/1 in small, well-kept building at 
4001 Greeley. Hardwood floors, great 
closet space, tiled kitchen and bath, 
on-site laundry. Ask us about our free 
rent offer. $525 with lease and deposit. 
Andover: (713) 524-3344. 

WILLY'S PUB 
Est. 1975 

Happen ings a t t h e PUB 
for the w e e k of 1 /Z4/05 

Martel Mondays (starting (§> 9:30) 
w / Trey Smith & Will Wood 

Brown Bag Night (starting <S> 9:30) 
w / Danny Adler & John Newhouse 

Swing Class w / USDS 7-lOpm 

Trivia Competition 1 0 - l l p m 
$20 Willy Bucks to t h e w i n n e r s ! 

Monday 1 / 2 4 

Tuesday 1 / 2 5 

Wednesday 1 / 2 6 

Thursday 1 / 2 7 Ladies Night ***Ladi«« in Free 

Entertainment by "The Pub Dance Team" 

Look for this week's trivia winners 
listed HERE next week! 

When was the last time you had a Quizno's?? 
Come to Willy's 

2301 NORFOLK. 2/1 in small, well-kept 
building. Hardwood floors, central air, 
on-site laundry. $675 with lease and 
deposit. Ask us about our free rent offer. 
Andover (713) 524-3344. 

HELP WANTED 

TEACHING ASSISTANT and substi-
tute positions are available for persons 
who are interested in working with 
children in a professionally stimulating 
and challenging Montessori environ-
ment. Interested parties should contact 
Ms. Georgette Vela at (713) 520-1336 
to interview. 

WANTED: NEW WEBMASTER for 
www.smellthecoffee.com. Hourly pay 
and possible equity in the site to the 
right person. Call Craig: 713-320-5164 
or e-mail craig@tejas.tv. 

SEEKING EXPERIENCED sitter for 
toddler in Voss/I-10 area. Cool kid, 
nice place, good pay ($10 per hour). 
(713) 562-7055. 

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT op-
portunity. Sales assistant needed. 
Flexible daytime schedule, work up 
to 20 hours per week, $10 per hour. 
Must be fluent in standard English. 
Office located near 1-10 West and 610 
Loop, www.campbellisi.com. Call for 
telephone interview, Trent Green: 
(713) 861-6147. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near Mu-
seum Area needs substi tutes and 
assistants . Child care experience 
preferred. Ideal for students needing 
flexible schedules. Contact Karrie at 
(713) 520-0738. 

CHILD CARE needed close to Rice. 
Three great kids, ages 6,7 and 9. Tues. 
2:30-9 p.m. and Thurs. 2:30-6:30 p.m. 
Driving required, competitive pay. Call 
Ruth: (713) 432-1033. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

THE BECKMAN SCHOLARS Pro-
gram provides support for under-
graduate research for two students with 
Beckman faculty mentors in the areas 
of chemistry, biochemistry and cell 
biology, bioengineering, or chemical 
engineering (see http://natsci. rice, edu/ 
beckman.cfm?docJd=5713 for faculty 
list). Research is performed during two 
full-time summer sessions and part-time 
for the intervening academic year, and 
attendance at the annual Beckman 
Symposium will be funded along with 
support for related travel and supplies. 
For application requirements, see the 
Natural Sciences Beckman Scholar 
Web site at http://natsci.rice.edu/beck-
man.cfm?docJd=5313. Applications 
can be sent to Dr. Kristen Kulinowski, 
campus mail MS-60. The application 
submission deadline is Feb. 15, 2005. 

1995CHRYSLER LeBaron Convertible, 
extra clean, fully serviced, $3,295. Call 
Peter, Rice alum: (713) 528-0659. 

MOVING? CALL FOR the best deals 
and receive a $25 gift certificate to 
your favorite eating place or store. For 
details: Iaura with Homestead Realty 
(832) 877-6657 or (281) 922-6697 or 
lauracartledge@sbcglobal. net. 

$5,000 PAID. Irving couple seeking 
special egg donor to help build our 
family: SAT>1200, blonde or brown 
hair, type 0 or A blood. Contact: 
Specialeggdonor@yahoo.com 

GOT 90 HOURS? Then you can order 
your class ring anytime at the campus 
store. $25 deposit. 8 - 12 weeks for 
delivery. 

PICK UP YOUR YEARBOOK. Campa-
niles are available 1999-'00,2000-'01 and 
2001-'02. Undergraduate students are 
eligible to receive books for any aca-
demic year that they were registered. 
Get your book in the Clubs Office, 2nd 
floor, I>ey Student Center, M - F 1 - 5. 

TRASH THE THRESHER. Please 
recycle this newspaper when you've 
finished reading it. 

WELCOME BACK to all students, 
and a special welcome to mid-year 
transfers! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348 3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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mailto:craig@tejas.tv
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