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Reaching back 
Rice alumnus Richard Barker (Baker '04) stretches to return a shot dur-
ing Wednesday's charity tennis match at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium be-
tween Richard and William (Lovett '04) Barker and Bob and Mike Bryan, 
the second-ranked doubles pair in the world. The Bryan twins came back 
to win 6-7 (5), 6-4,1-0 (12-10) in front of a crowd of more than 1,000. 

Bush nominates alum for 
attorney general position 

by Jenny Rees 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

White House Counsel Alberto 
Gonzales (Lovett 79) will become the 
highest-ranking Rice alumnus in the 
U.S. government if he isconfirmed by 
the senate as attorney general. 

President George W. Bush an-
nounced Wednesday he will nominate 
Gonzales to replace Attorney General 
John Ashcroft, who announced his 
resignation Tuesday after four years 
in office. 

Gonzales , w h o t r ans fe r r ed to 
Rice after two years at the Air Force 
Academy and graduated in 1979, 
delivered the 2004 Commencement 
speech in May. 

"I got my first job selling soft 
drinks at Rice football games," Gon-
zales said in the speech. "After the 
games, as we waited for the crowd to 
disperse so that we could go home, 
I would stare over the stadium walls 

and watch the Rice s tudents stroll 
back to the colleges. And I wondered, 
what would it be like to be one of you, 
a Rice student?" 

After he graduated from Wee, 
Gonzales went on to Harvard Law 
School and later became the first His-
panic justice on the Texas Supreme 
Court. Bush appointed him White 
House counsel in January 2001. 

Political Science Professor Gilbert 
Cu thbe r t son said he r e m e m b e r s 
teaching Gonzales in his course on 
constitutional law. 

"I was probably the first one to 
call Judge Gonzales 'Judge,'" Cuthb-
ertson, a Will Rice College resident 
associate, said. "I afford that honor to 
all s tudents in my constitutional law 
[class], since I want them to think 
in t e r m s of eventually becoming 
successful judges." 

At a White House press confer-
ence Wednesday, Bush said Gonzales 
has proven his intellect and integrity 

in his current position. 
"As the nation's chief law en-

forcement officer, A1 will continue 
our administration's great progress 
in fighting crime, in s t rengthening 
the FBI, in improving our domestic 
efforts in the war on terror," Bush 
said. "As a steward of civil rights 
laws, he will ensure that Americans 
are protected from discrimination so 
that each person has the opportunity 
to live the American dream, as A1 
himself has done." 

Cuthbertson said a major concern 
for the next attorney general will be 
determining how far to go in limit-
ing civil liberties for the purpose of 
enhancing national security. 

"Right now the most important 
aspect [of the job | is how to balance 
concerns of preventing terrorism and 
preserving national security and still 
preserve a substantial area of civil 
liberties," Cuthbertson said. 

See GONZALES, page 6 

Humanities lecturers cut 
by Katherine Corley 

The positions of at least three Humanit ies 
101 and 102 lecturers have been terminated 
in an effort to save money and have tenure-
track faculty carry more of the teaching load, 
Dean of Humanities Gary Wihl said. Of the 
three, Jill Carroll will teach one final course in 
the spring, while Fernando Casas and I.arry 
Jablecki will leave Rice after this semester . 

Carroll has been teaching at Rice since 1995, 
Casas since 1994 and Jablecki since 2002. 

Although Wihl said his decision to dismiss 
the lecturers makes sense financially and 
academically, his choice has created dissent 
among some faculty members and students. 

T h e th ree lec ture rs were notified the i r 
posi t ions were being cut early this year . 
Casa s and Jablecki were each schedu led 
to teach one course this s e m e s t e r but lost 
the i r heal th insurance and o ther benef i t s 
J u n e 30. To be eligible for benefi ts , insur-
ance and ret i rement , faculty m e m b e r s mus t 
teach th ree c o u r s e s per year . 

Willi said Carroll was permitted to teach 
for an additional semester because she leaches 
both HUMA 101/102 and REIJ 101. After the 
spring semester, Carroll will likely remain 
at Rice to direct outreach efforts for the new 

Boniuk Center for the Study and Advancement of 
Religious Tolerance. 

Wihl declined to comment on the total n u m b e r 
of lecturers being cut from the school and the 
amount of money the move will save. He said the 
money will be used to fund 10 f reshman seminars 
next year — an increase from three in Spring 2005 
— introduce a summer writing scholarship for un-
dergraduates and improve graduate education. 

"Some of the money I would put into graduate 
programs, which are very underfunded," Wihl said. 
"We need to help support that department . I want 
to qualify that — nothing is being taken away from 
the undergraduates for the graduate students. I 
see them as being equally important." 

Wihl said the gender studies and classics depart-
ments will also receive more funding. 

In addition, although lecturers are leaving, 
Wihl said he is hiring more tenure-track faculty 
members . At least five new faculty members joined 
the School of Humanities last year, Wihl said, and 
he plans to hire four more this year. 

"We've have been hiring new tenure track fac-
ulty as part of the overall process of renewal in the 
university," Wihl said. "The turnover of generations 
brings new ideas into the curriculum." 

In an effort to increase interaction among students 
and full-time faculty, Wihl intendsto move tenure-track 
faculty into the Humanities 101/102 openings left by 

See LECTl IRKRS. page 7 

Passport to Houston to 
debut Monday at noon 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Undergraduates registered for the spring 
semester can pick up Metro U-Passes from 
their college coordinators ' offices begin-
ning Monday as part of President David 
Leebron's "Passport to Houston" project. 

The U-Pass will provide unlimited access 
to Metropolitan Transit Authority bus and 
light rail transportation Monday through 
May 15. Students will also be able to gain 
free entrance to the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston with their Rice ID cards. 

Leebron said the quick implementation 
of the program was due to a collaborative 
effort. 

'Th i s was helped by the fact that nobody 
involved had anything less than great enthu-
siasm for it," Leebron said. T h e people from 
the Houston Metro and the MFAH were 
extremely cooperative in helping us develop 
it. There ' s a lot more work to be done, but 

it's an example that when people really sign 
on to an idea, things get done." 

Leebron said h e has received only 
positive comments on the program, which 
is funded by the university's discretionary 
budget and is expected to cost less than 
$100,000. 

"It's been rather amazing," Leebron said. 
"We've gotten very positive feedback from 
three different groups: students, as I've been 
going around to colleges, have been very 
grateful and enthusiastic; alumni have been 
very positive; and Houstonians really seem 
to welcome the engagement . I've been quite 
overwhelmed by the positive response." 

Rice previously offered the U-Pass to 
s tudents before the light rail was completed 
but terminated its participation at the end 
of 2002. 

Community Involvement Center Direc-
tor Mac Griswold said he hopes the extended 
transportation possibilities will help the CIC 

See PASSPORT, page 5 

Early decision applications 
decrease with national trend 

INSIDE 

by Natalie Kone 
THRESHER ST AFF 

Rice's pool of early decision applicants 
dropped 13 percent this year to 480 applications, 
Vice President for Enrollment Ann Wright said. 
T h e decrease in the number of early decision 
applications, from last year's record 559, reflects 
a national trend. 

The trend represents a shift from the dramatic 
increases in early applications that Rice and its 
peer institutions received in previous years. 

"As time has gone by, the result of the 
rankings and the marketing and the popula-
tion growth was that more and more people 
[applied! early decision," Wright said. 

At some private high schools, the propor-
tion of this year 's seniors who applied under an 
early program was between 70 and 80 percent, 
and some colleges have drawn more than 50 
percent of their s tudents f rom early programs 
in recent years, Wright said. 

In recent years, some colleges, hoping 
to boost their rankings, have encouraged 
s tudents to apply early decision. If admitted 

under the early decision program, applicants 
are contractually bound to attend, increasing 
the proportion of matriculating admits the 
school yields, she said. 

However, the U. S. News and World Report no 
longer includes yield in its ranking methodol-
ogy, making it a less important consideration for 
college admission offices New early application 
policies at three prestigious universities have 
also contributed to lowering the number of early 
decision applicants at other schools, including 
Rice, Wright said. 

Last year, Harvard, Yale and Stanford Uni-
versities adopted nonbinding, single-choice 
early action policies. Early applicants to these 
universities are not permitted to apply to an early 
plan at any other university, thus barring them 
from applying early decision to Rice. 

These changes have contributed to the de-
crease in early application numbers nationwide, 
Wright said. 

"You see the ripple effect of a major change 
in policy with top schools, and our overlap is 
first and foremost with Harvard for applica-

See EARLY, page 5 

Early bird special 
Pick upyour Metro U-Pass from your col-

lege coordinator's office Monday afternoon. 
As part of the "Passport to Houston" project, 
the U-Pass provides free access to the light 
rail and all Metro buses in Houston until May 
15, 2005. Undergraduates will also receive 
free admisison to the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston by presenting their Rice ID card. 

OPINION 
How utterly bou rgeois 

Page 3 

A&E 
College theater galore 

Pages 9-10 

SPORTS Page 14 
Women s basketball preview 

ESTHER again 
Register for self-scheduled exams this 

week on ESTHER. Students can go online 
from Monday to Friday to choose exam 
periods. 

Women's playoff games 
Head out to Autry Court at 7 p.m. tonight 

for the first women 's basketball game, a pre-
season WNIT game against McNeese State. 
The first 200 s tudents who show a Rice ID 
receive free admission and a T-shirt. 

Or head to College Station for the soc-
cer team's 5 p.m. NCAA tournament match 
against Illinois. The first 100 students who 
show a Rice ID will be admitted for free. 

Quote of the Week 

"Really, really smart people can write great 
books and win prizes, and they are an absolute 
asset to the university, but.. . they don't want 
to teach freshmen." — Jill Carroll, Humanities 
lecturer. See story, page 1. 

Scoreboard 

Football 
Fresno State 52, Rice 21 
Volleyball 
Rice 3, Houston 0 
UTEP 0. Rice 3 
Soccer 
Rice 0, SMU 2 
UTEP 1, Rice 2 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Partly Cloudy, 52-67 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly Cloudy, 47-61 degrees 
Sunday 
Light Showers, 53-68 degrees 
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Lecturers will be missed 
in HUMA courses 

We were disappointed to hear that three humanities lecturers who 
teach HUMA 101 and 102 have been released from their contracts 
so the school can save money. W e hate to lose lecturers because 
they are hired primarily to teach, and therefore are more enthusi-
astic about and dedicated to lower-level courses than some tenured 
faculty. (See story, page 1). 

However, we are optimistic that some proposed additions in the 
School of Humanities will ultimately strengthen the quality of both its 
lower- and upper-level courses. Dean of Humanities Gary Wihl said 
he will add four tenure-track professors this year, a welcome addition 
in any school. We also support the proposed addition of seven new 
freshman seminars in humanities disciplines next year, an increase 
from the three offered in the spring. When done right, freshmen 
seminars give first-year students a successful small-classroom experi-
ence. Taught by tenured faculty who might not otherwise go near 
lower-level classes, they benefit both students and professors. 

We hope that the faculty m e m b e r s who replace lecturers 
Fernando Casas, Larry Jablecki and Jill Carroll in teaching 
HUMA 101 and 102 will do so enthusiastically, even though the 
courses draw many underclassmen and non-majors looking for dis-
tribution credit. The School of Humanities should match the empty 
positions with professors who appreciate the broad curriculum and 
truly want to teach it. 

There's no place like 
home, to a point 

Fun as it was to beat the University of Houston in the football 
opener at Reliant Stadium earlier this year, the Athletic Department's 
decision to move the Nov. 27 season finale from Rice Stadium to 
Reliant is disappointing. (See story, page 4.) 

While we recognize the logic of the decision — it will ensure 
that Rice meets the NCAA's 15,000 average-fans-per-home-game at-
tendance requirement — it represents a larger trend. Only three of 
Rice's five home games were at Rice Stadium this year, even though 
they are the only times it is used for official university functions. 

When not in use by the football team, the stadium serves as a rec-
reational running facility for many members of the Rice community, 
from students to faculty to local residents; houses the varsity sports 
weight room; and plays host to sporting events like Houston Energy 
women's football, high school football games and high school band 
competitions. While these events are important to the community and 
can even draw larger crowds than Rice football games, we do not think 
it is practical to maintain a stadium for three home games per year. 

If the stadium cannot be properly utilized in a cost-efficient 
manner, it makes more sense to diminish seating capacity or 
eliminate the stadium altogether and put the space to better use. Six 
Division I-A schools regularly play their home games in NFLstadiums, 
and 18 regularly play off-campus. If the football team and Athletic 
Department cannot financially support their own stadium, then they 
should take advantage of Reliant Stadium and let the university find 
another use for the space adjacent to the Beer-Bike track. 

ID cards should stay up 
late with students 

College students stay up past midnight. Shocking, but true. 
And because we stay up past midnight, we would like 24-hour ID 

card access to all the residential colleges. Students currently have 
24-hour access only to their own colleges. Card access for other 
col leges cuts off at midnight and resumes at 7 a.m. 

While we understand that when it c o m e s to building access, safety 
is the first priority, we do not think our safety will be compromised 
if the President's Office changed the policy, asking Housing and 
Dining to reprogram ID cards so we can enter residential buildings 
other than our own at night. ID-protected entry is designed to prevent 
outsiders, not Rice students, from entering campus buildings. 

If access were extended, we could attend after-midnight parties, 
study sessions or group meetings at other colleges more conveniently. 
The current set-up encourages on- and off-campus students alike to 
stay home at night rather than visiting friends at other colleges. 

At the Student Association meeting Monday, the senate discussed 
plans to petition for 24-hour access . We support the SA's efforts to 
secure the 24-hour access and hope the President's Office and H&I) 
will change the policy to more accurately reflect the late-night hours 
students keep. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

We've been 
playing Halo 2 
since Tuesday. 
No time for class 

Where is everybody? 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Studies do confirm 
breast cancer link 
To the editor: 

In an attempt to educate women 
on the risks associated with abortion. 
Rice for Life distributed fliers with 
information on an abortion-breast 
cancer link. Lee Peifer is correct 
in saying that the National Cancer 
Institute retracted previous studies 
affirming the link and that this issue 
is under worldwide debate ("Rice 
for Life hands out myth, not fact," 
Nov. 5). 

Over 20 international studies have 
affirmed the ABC link. Jane Orient 
(American Association of Physicians 
and Surgeons) admits that, "If you look 
at the number of studies that show a 
connection, they vastly outnumber 
the ones that don't, and the ones that 
don't have been criticized for serious 
methodological Haws" (World Net 
Daily, 2002). Earlier this year, the 
British journal of Cancer published a 
study by Patrick Carrol] that states that 
abortion is the best predictor of breast 
cancer in British women. In addition, 
five national research institutions 
recognize the ABC link, including the 
Breast Cancer Prevention Institute. 

When a woman gets pregnant, 
her body releases more estrogen, 
which causes cells in her breasts 
to differentiate for milk production. 
When she carries to full term, the 
process slows naturally. However, 
when a pregnancy is terminated, the 
woman is left with rapidly differen-
tiating cells, which are much more 
prone to become cancerous. 

Peifer is also correct in saying that 
affirmation of the ABC link does not 
affect the pro-life cause. Rice for Life 
believes that life begins at conception, 
and this is the heart of what we stand 
for. However, we have a responsibility 
to inform women on abortion risks. 
After all, being pro-life means being 
pro-woman. 

Annie Patterson 
Vice president, Rice for Life 

Miriam Howland 
Secretary, Rice for Life 

Lovett sophomores 

Having your red beans 
and eating them too 
To the editor: 

Regarding die article, "Melting pot 
tastes better with a side of red beans," 
(Nov. 5), I find there is no problem or 
feeling that I'm doing something wrong 
to myself. Being Asian American my-
self, I just so happen to sit with these 
students, Asian American and Hong 
Kong exchange, almost daily. The 
reason I choose to sit with them is not 
some psychological, "I don't feel com-
fortable around other races," media 
or politically influenced propaganda; 
the reasons are simple: I enjoy their 
company, and they are my friends. 

To me, there is no difference in race. 
I don't feel there is something "wrong" 
with a group of whites hanging out 
together or a group of blacks sitting at 
a table together. And I don't feel any 
different or uncomfortable sitting with 
races other than my own as well. We 
are all Rice students having fun. 

Being culturally diverse does 

not mean excluding your own race. 
There is a balance that must be 
achieved, and to gain an under-
standing of all people, one should 
be willing to open themselves up to 
all races, even her own. 

Because I sit with my friends 
doesn't make me a criminal to Ameri-
can values. Why must minorities be 
judged if they sit with people other 
than their own race or hang out with 
people of their own race? This is a 
prejudice that must be understood, 
and hopefully before anyone speaks 
before they think, they should realize 
that we're doing so not because we all 
just happen to share the same race. 

Diana Yen 
Hanszen freshman 

We lost this year, so 
let's gear up for 2008 
To the editor: 

Sen. John Kerry's loss in the 
presidential election last Tuesday 
means a lot of important goals will 
be much more difficult to achieve. 
Preserving natural areas, requiring 
polluting factories to clean up, and 
fighting global warming will be a 
challenge under the Bush administra-
tion, even though many Republicans 
share these values. 

Many people gave months of their 
lives to the campaign. The rest of us 
made modest efforts. My sister, my 
daughter and I went to West Palm 
Beach, Fla. with EMILY'S List. We 
were loaded in groups of six into 
28 minivans. We walked from home to 
home for three days talking to voters 
on our list. We got out the vote for 
causes we believed in, but it was also 
great fun to meet the other block-
walkers and to talk to Americans 
from all neighborhoods, from gated 
communities we had to sneak into to 
the simplest homes. We talked to life-
long Democrats, to first-time voters 
and to people who were voting for a 
Democrat for the first time. We had 
a Bush supporter defend our right 
to be in the apartment complex she 
managed. This was the first time in 
many years that I joined a campaign 
team, but from now on, I don't plan 
to miss an election. 

Even before another election 
there is a lot that can be done. Attacks 
are already underway on air quality, 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
and on endangered species. Groups 
like the Natural Resources Defense 
Council and the Sierra Club can alert 
you to important legislative votes so 
you can contact your elected officials. 
I do not expect you to share all my 
views. I want to let you know that 
it is easy and rewarding to become 
politically active. 

Joan Strassmann 
Chair, Biology Department 

U.S. not to blame for 
its image in Egypt 
To the editor: 

In view of the difficulties Noorain 
Khan is encountering as an Ameri-
can studying in Cairo, Egypt ("In 
Cairo, C-bomb a safe alternative to 
A-bomb," Nov. 5), I wish to present 
a few suggestions for the rest of her 

time in Egypt that I hope will make 
her feel less obliged to conceal her 
American citizenship. 

She can watch the miniseries "A 
Knight without a Horse," aired on 
Egyptian government TV, in which 
the notorious forgery "The Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion" was presented 
as fact. Another opportunity to view 
the Protocols was at the restored 
Alexandria Library, where it was 
displayed next to the Torah. 

Ms. Khan can look up state peri-
odicals containing articles like "The 
Holocaust Is a Zionist Lie Aimed at 
Extorting the West," 'Treason and 
Deception Are in the Blood of the 
Jews" or "The Jews Are Behind Every 
Disaster or Terrorist Act." 

If official media is insufficient, 
Ms. Khan can try some albums 
by the Egyptian popular singer 
Sha 'ban Abd Al-Rahim, whose 
single "Road Map" al leges the 
United S ta t e s pe rpe t r a t ed the 
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 

Then there is Cairo's Al-Azhar 
University, the most prestigious 
educational institution in the Sunni 
Muslim world, which is sponsored 
and controlled by the Egyptian 
government. The head of Al-Azhar, 
Mohammed Sayed Tantawi, has is-
sued edicts praising suicide bomb-
ers and calling for all Muslims to 
wage jihad against the U.S. 

This is what we receive in return 
for our nearly $2 billion in aid to 
Egypt every year. Ms. Khan should 
recognize the role this vicious 
hatred has played in the recruit-
ment of terrorists like Mohammed 
Atta. Instead she blithely claims 
that everything is the U.S.'s fault. 
When such figures as Yasser Arafat 
and Saddam Hussein are popular 
heroes, it leads me to wonder if we 
really want to win acclaim in the 
Middle East. 

Andrew Siddons 
Brown junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
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be sent to the Thresherby e-mail 
to thresher@rice.edu. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
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• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
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ger than 250 words in length. 
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content and length. 

Subscribing 
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available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
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• We accept display and 
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manager at thresher-ads&rice. 
edu or (713)348-3967 for more 
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Rice Voices 

Electoral College should be dismissed 

t 

f . 

This is hard for me to admit: Sena-
tor John Kerry lost the presidential 
election. He lost by a lot. And what's 
more, the Democrats were defeated 
so soundly that as a sympa-
thizer I hope the party will 
drastically reinvent itself 
to avoid a similar defeat in 
2006 and again in the 2008 
presidential election. 

But by exactly how 
much did Kerry lose? 

There are two ways of 
looking at it: One is that 
he lost by roughly three 
million votes nationwide, 
the largest margin in the 
popular vc.e since 1988. 
The other way is overly optimistic, 
even for me: Kerry lost by about 
100,000 votes in Ohio, denying him 
victory in the Electoral College. 

I'm ready to hand President 
George W. Bush the larger victory. 
He earned it. For right or wrong, 
his campaign war, better managed, 
and his message had the wider ap-
peal. Had Ohio swung differently, 
however we would have had four 
more years under a president who 
won the presidency — but not the 
confidence of the nation. 

This is a problem. Three million 
votes is a lot. Why should we care 
about 100,(XX) votes in one state? 
Although in this election, unlike the 
2000election, there was no discrepan-
cy between the winner of the popular 
vote and the winner of the Electoral 
College, the possibility for such a 
discrepancy recurring was real and 
still exists for future elections. 

Since the Electoral College sys-
tem nearly worked against Bush in 
this election, the Republicans might 
be willing to take action. In a change 
advocated by the Fair Vote Center for 
Voting and Democracy, the nation 
could adopt a preferential voting 
system similar to that used in Rice 
Student Association elections. 

In the "instant runoff voting sys-
tem," voters rank their choices for 

Ames 
Grawert 

a post in numerical order. During 
the counting phase, all first-place 
votes are totaled, and if no candidate 
achieves a majority, the ballots cast 

for the candidate in last 
place are reallocated ac-
cording to the voters' sec-
ond choices. The process 
continues until a majority 
is reached. 

Among other advan-
tages, this system allows 
voters to make a statement 
by supporting third-party 
candidates. Voters can 
cast a ballot by giving a 
first ranking to the chosen 
third party, such as Green 

or Libertarian. If their third-party 
candidate does not place well, their 
vote will still be counted. For the 
first time, many of us would be able 
to vote on both conscience and 
practicality. Judging by lunch-table 
discussion — the starting point 
of any college political research 
— such a measure would drastically 
increase voter turnout, especially 
among idealistic and opinionated 
college students. 

Why should we care 

about 100,000 votes in 

one state? 

The change would also encourage 
dynamism and innovation in Amer-
ica's party system, something both 
parties — especially the Democrats 
— are currently lacking. 

As it stands today, a change in 
the two-party structure is a once-
in-a-lifetime event. In the 1950s, the 
Democrats abandoned the Southern 
states' rights position to advocate big 
government in the spirit of former 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and, 
later. President Lyndon B. Johnson's 

Great Society. 
In the last major change before 

that, Lincoln put the Republicans on 
the map by declaring in the famous 
Lincoln-Douglas debates that slavery 
was morally objectionable. 

The result of slow political change 
is that many voters are left feeling "out 
of touch" with both parties, and cata-
strophically low voter turnouts, such 
as the turnout in the 2000 election, 
are the result. Parties are encouraged 
to generalize and to seek the middle 
ground rather than to innovate. 

Alternatively, instant runoff voting 
would aliow all political parties to target 
specific niche groups and build sup-
port from the bottom up. This change 
could force the Republicans to come 
to terms with both the Pat Buchanan 
and Reaganite wings of the party, while 
similarly allowing the Democrats to 
split their base between moderate 
liberals and the Michael Moore crowd 
without risking the election. When 
it comes down to it, instant runoff 
voting is simply more representative of 
the will of the American people. 

Unfortunately, any change to 
the Electoral College, let alone the 
implementation of instant runoff 
voting, is unlikely to occur. A Con-
stitutional amendment would be 
required to truly dismantle the Elec-
toral College, and the president has 
recently stated that where amending 
the Constitution is concerned, his 
priorities lie elsewhere. 

Instead it is likely that the current 
voting system will have to crumble 
dramatically — picture the 2000 
election all over again — before it can 
be rebuilt to something better. Until 
then, the public will have to become 
accustomed to the current solution to 
the problems of the Electoral College: 
brigades of lawyers. It should be a 
point of U.S. pride that we are capable 
of conducting our elections fairly, but 
it is simply not a priority. 

Ames Grawert is a Lovett College 
junior. 

What's wrong with this picture? 

Get a grip: Terrorism not our greatest threat 
S h o r t l y a f t e r World War I, the 
country was gripped by a certainty 
that communists inside the country 
were actively working to 
bring about a Bolshevik-
style revolution in the 
United States. History has 
rendered its judgment on 
the so-called Red Scare 
as a period of delusional 
fanaticism, symbolizing the 
vilification of dissidents at 
the expense of neglecting 
the real problems facing 
the nation. 

We look back on this 
period with a sense of 
s h a m e and r e p r o a c h , 
abashed that we could so rabidly 
indulge in such an irrational fear. 
But how much has really changed? 

According to exit polls, the top is-
sue this electoral season was the war 
on terrorism. Issues such as Social 
Security, health care and the economy 
are irrelevant, voters seemed to think, 
if terrorists are going to kill us. 

Just like the Red Scare, our attitude 
toward terrorism is the definition of 
fear. Many perils endanger our lives, 
our well-being and this country every 
day, but terrorism is not one of them. 

Terrorists have killed less people on 
U.S. soil in the last 10 years than swim-
ming pools. Almost as many people die 
in car accidents every month as were 
killed on Sept. 11, 2001. The flu kills 
about 20,(XX) Americans annually, and 
the vaccine shortage will likely drive 
this year's death toll even higher . That's 
an entire order of magnitude greater 
than the number of Americans killed 
by terrorists in the last decade 

As for the country itself, we have 
survived a revolutionary war, a civil 
war, two world wars, a cold war and 
countless foreign wars. We have gone 
up against the most powerful armies 
this planet has ever seen. We have been 

Garret 
Merriam 

toe-to-toe with superpowers armed with 
the most destructive weapons known to 
man. Not only did we come out of these 

conflicts intact, we thrived in 
their wake. Do people really 
think that a few thousand 
Islamic militants who have 
to resort to using civilian 
airplanes as weapons actually 
stand a chance of bringing us 
to our knees? 

It is the fear of terrorism, 
not terrorism itself, that is 
one of the most pernicious 
aspects of the current U.S. 
ethos. After 9/11, Ameri-
cans drastically reduced the 
number of miles they flew 

around the country. But according to 
psychologist David Myers, if we flew 
20 percent less and instead drove even 
half of those miles, then more people 
would have diet! as a result of surplus 
car accidents than people who died in 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

This little automotive twist of fate 
only exemplifies the ways in which the 
war on terrorism has turned us into 
our own worst enemies. What we as 
Americans have done to ourselves in 
the name of fighting terrorism is much 
worse than terrorism itself: We have 
eroded our civil liberties, anesthetized 
our constitution, nurtured rampant 
jingoism, and squandered countless 
political and economic resources in 
pursuit of the menace of terrorism. 
The cure is worse than the disease. 

Worst of all, terrorism is distract-
ing us from the real problems that 
face us as Americans. Statistically, 
we are much more likely to die as a 
result of poor healthcare than of poor 
national security. Poverty is demon-
strably more iniquitous than terrorism. 
But because terrorism is much more 
dramatic and better captivates our 
national imagination, we illogically 
believe it to be the larger threat. 

Of course, this perverted fear is 
only fed by political demagogues 
exploiting the war on terror for 
their own personal gain. President 
George W. Bush and other politi-
cians have no solution for the real 
problems that we face, but so as 
long as we ravenously consume the 
bread and circus that is the war on 
terrorism, they will be more than 
happy to play ringmaster. 

Garret Merriam is a graduate student 
in philosophy. 

Cake or death ? 

All work and no play 
makes Rice students dull 
"I'm a classics major," I told a 
gray-haired woman of about 70 
who had asked. 

"You're never going to find a 
job," she kindly informed 
me. I looked at her and 
smiled, writing off her 
preoccupation with fi-
nancial security as some 
sad by-product of De-
pression-era thinking. 

But my peers have 
quest ioned my major 
with equal disdain. Fre-
quently, their assump-
tion is, "Law school, 
huh?" Since when did 
college become about 
practicality? Growing up, adults 
all around me said they discovered 
themselves in college. Most work 
in fields unrelated to their majors. 
Why, then, ar° we here? 

Bill Maher said it best: "I didn't 
go to college to become some-
thing, as that's become the vogue, 
you know. There was a time when 
people went to college to get an 
education." College no longer 
seems reserved only for those 
looking for an education, but now 
seems a place to learn a vocation. 
Perhaps I've been reading too 
much F. Scott Fitzgerald. 

Ambling aimlessly through 
four years at Rice is in no way 
dishonorable, nor should it be. 
College is not preparation for 
life; it's a decontamination zone. 
We are not here to learn any 
specific thing, but rather to un-
learn prejudices and challenge 
convictions. Sure, we pick up a few 
things along the way, like a love 
of Socrates' quirky grammar or 
an affection for Caesar's egotism, 
but these things are not skills. 
They are aesthetics. College is 
where we learn to appreciate 
things. Valuing things for their 
rate of return should be left to 
real estate brokers. 

In our quest to become some-
thing of value at Rice, we often 
forget that we were something 
before we got here — and we 
would still be something had we 
never come. 

Students have a unique op-
portunity to grow beyond their 
dependence on being the best, 
on taking the most classes and 
on having the highest grades. I 
might suggest extracurricular 
activities, but Rice students warp 
even that into an arduous com-
petition. One club is not enough; 

John 
Donaleski 

one must be a member of fifteen 
and an officer of three. 

What we need is an adminis-
tration and a student government 

t h a t r e c o g n i z e t h e 
competitive obsession 
and t ack les it head 
on. We m u s t have 
policies that encour-
age t h e a e s t h e t i c 
appreciation, not the 
mone ta ry valuation, 
of a Rice education. 
Oh, how I hate that 
we are the "best buy" 
school . How utterly 
bourgeois . We hear 
e v e r y m o n t h f r o m 

our parents how much Rice is 
worth, but do we really learn to 
appreciate college rather than 
simply value it? 

Students talk about 

their work all day 

long, every day, and 

it is nauseating. 

Professors , pe rhaps think-
ing that s tudents take only four 
classes per semester , often re-
quest massive amounts of read-
ing and, due to the average Rice 
student 's belief that productiv-
ity equals value, professors are 
rarely disappointed. The result 
is a school environment where 
s tudents complete three unnec-
essary majors, rarely venture 
outside the campus hedges and 
think that going to see Spontane-
ous Combustion holding hands 
constitutes a date. Folks, this 
is not how one appreciates four 
years of college. 

Students talk about their work 
all day long, every day, and it is 
nauseating. Have we nothing 
else in common after three or 
four years together? Students 
should be talking about their 
favorite authors, wines, dances, 
directors and artists, not their 
favorite c lasses . We need to 
s top telling people what we 
have taken at Rice, and start 
regaling them with what we've 
come to love. 

John Donaleski is a Brown Col-
lege junior and assistant opinion 
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Debate team wins 
state championship 

by Clarence Yung 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The George R. Brown Foren-
sics Society won the Texas Inter-
collegiate Forensics Association 
State ChampionshipTournament 
at Texas State University in San 
Marcos last weekend. The team 
also won the state tournament 
last year. 

Fourteen members attended 
t h e t o u r n a m e n t , w i n n i n g 27 
individual awards and 4 t eam 
awards. 

Brown College f reshman Kim 
Bennett said the team's success 
came from hard work. 

"We all put in quite a bit of 
work every week in just writing 
cases , memor iz ing s p e e c h e s , 
looking up facts, filing articles," 
Bennett said. 

Wiess College senior Greg 
Miller and Wiess s o p h o m o r e 
James Rapore placed second in 
varsi ty par l iamentary deba t e . 
Miller and Rapone also competed 
in the National Parliamentary De-
bate Association National Champi-
onship last year, but with different 
partners. The pair is ranked third 
by the National Parl iamentary 
Tournament of Excellence. The 
rankings are based on points 
awarded for wins and placement 
in tournaments. 

For vars i ty p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
debate speaker, Rapore took first 
and Miller took fourth. 

In comparison to last year, the 
team is doing significantly better 
on a national level. Miller said. 

Miller said he and Rapore 
gained valuable experience and 
training over the summer. 

"We're better, more mature 
and have more experience," Miller 
said. "You know how they have 
summer basketball camps for 
kids? We attended a debate camp 

this summer, the Claremont De-
bate Institute." 

Two o t h e r pa i r s f r o m the 
team placed in the top five for 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e b a t e at t h e 
tournament. Jones College junior 
Robert Crider and Martel College 
junior Nathan Smith placed third, 
and Lovett College freshman Kim 
Hartson and Jones freshman Hri-
shi Hari placed fourth. 

In addition to the champion-
ship, the team took first place 
in debate sweepstakes and third 
place in individual event sweep-
stakes. 

Thirteen members of the team 
also won awards in individual 
events. 

Mil ler t ook f i rs t p lace in 
extemporaneous speaking, and 
Bennett took first place in junior 
varsity after-dinner speaking. For 
overall individual event speaker, 
Hanszen College junior Felipe 
Valdez placed fourth, and Miller 
placed fifth. 

Teams from 18 universities 
across Texas competed in the 
t o u r n a m e n t , inc lud ing T e x a s 
Tech University, the University of 
Texas-Austin and the University of 
Texas-El Paso. 

Along with Rice, teams from 
Texas Tech and UT traditionally 
do well at the state tournament, 
Rapore said. 

"We have a big rivalry with 
TexasTech, as far as debate goes," 
Rapore said. "It often becomes 
Rice versus Texas Tech at the 
end, and fortunately, we usually 
prevail." 

The team will travel to Lubbock 
Nov. 19-21 for one more tourna-
ment this month, the Lubbock or 
Leave It Swing Invitational. Texas 
Tech will also host this year 's 
National Parliamentary Debate 
Association National Champion-
ship March 17-20. 

Alternative Spring Break 
In Mont ivedo. Uruguay 

See how you can Join us 
for Uits amazing 

experience1 

Quest ions c o n t a c t Hilary at 
713-526-4918 or htamklnQhoustonhiMal.org 
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Information Technology 

TECH FAIR 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

RMC Grand Hall 

See the latest from 

Apple, Dell, HP, IBM, Verizon 

and others. 

Door Prizes include 
an iPod, flash drives, and more! 

For more information, call 713-348-HELP (4357) 

or go to http://www.rice.edu/it/ 
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No blood, no foul 
A student holds his arm aloft after donating a unit of blood at the Rice Student Volunteer Program blood drive 
Monday in the Grand Hall of the Student Center. 

La. Tech game moved to Reliant 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRKSHER EDITOR1AJ. STAFF 

The football team will play its final 
home game of the season Nov. 27 at 
Reliant Stadium instead of at Rice 
Stadium as originally scheduled . 
Athletic Director Bobby May (Will 
Rice '65) announced last week. 

May said the decision was based 
on several factors, including NCAA 
attendance requirements, financial 
considerations and weather condi-
tions. 

"For that time of year, you never 
know what you're going to be faced 
with," May said. "It should be in every 
sense a better situation." 

May said the Athletic Depart-
ment contac ted Reliant Stadium 
management about switching the 
game, which is the fourth Rice will 
play there in the venue's three-year 
history. I>ast year, Rice moved its 
game against the University of Texas 
to Reliant for a guaranteed sum ex-
ceeding the expected revenue from 
Rice Stadium 

"We're always visiting with the 
people at Reliant — we have an on-
going relationship," May said. "They 
like having Rice games, and we've had 
some success playing over there, so 
it was a mutual decision to have the 
game there." 

T h e g a m e agains t Louis iana 
Tech University will start at noon, 
a change from the original 2 p.m. 
kickoff. T h e Athletic Department 
will provide complimentary student 
tickets and shuttles as it did for the 
Sept. 5game against the University of 
Houston, also held at Reliant, Associ-
ate Athletic Director for Marketing 
Mike Pede said. 

The decision to move the game 
was partially based on NCAA regula-
tions that require Division I-Aschools 
to average 15,000 fans per home 
game, May said. Schools can count 
only one off-campus game toward its 
average, and Rice will count its sea-
son-high UH-game crowd of 28,726. 
Based on figures released to date. 
Rice is averaging 17,652 per game in 
paid attendance, but turnstile counts 
have not been released. May said he 
does not know Rice's exact average 
for the season. 

"I th ink we ' re real c lose [to 
15,0001, frankly, as I know other 
schools are," May said. "The jury's 
still out on that one." 

Rice ranks 99th out of 117 Divi-
sion I-A schools in official football 
attendance. Four schools have official 
attendance less than 15,(XX), including 
fellow Western Athletic Conference 
school San Jose State University, 
which averages just 6,949 per home 
game, according to the NCAA, and 
isconsidering eliminating its football 
program. 

The NCAA approved the atten-
dance restrictions in 2002, but this 
is the first season they have been in 
effect. Teams are required to play 
four home games against Division 
I-A opponents in the 2004 season but 
will need to host five games per year 
beginning with the 2005 season. May 
said he expects to continue hosting 
most games at Rice Stadium, with a 
few exceptions. 

"If it's going to benefit the pro-
gram to have a game |at Reliant], 
we'll see if we can make that work," 
May said. "We hope to play Texas 
over there again I in 20061. It would 
be impossible.to hold that game at 
Rice because of parking, so that's an 
obvious game that we would want to 
play there." 

Rice Stadium was built in 1954 
with a capacity of 70,000 and hosted 
Super Bowl VII in 1971. Wood-
en b e n c h e s in the upper decks , 
however, are in poor condition, and 
the NCAA lists capacity as just 28,000 
as a result. 

"It certainly requires a lot of main-
tenance, and a lot of maintenance has 

been deferred," May said. "We do 
what we can to keep it up and make 
it as good a venue as we can make 
it. I think we will continue to have a 
combination of games on campus 
and off campus to better serve the 
university." 

Reliant Stadium has a capacity of 
70,000, and the 2003 game against 
UT drew 45,764 fans. Even if Rice 
Stadium could accomodate such a 
crowd, Rice's parking capacity would 
still be inadequate. However, May 
said for smaller crowds. Rice is the 
preferred venue. 

"For the really big games, there 's 
a mechanical impossibility to play a 
Texas-sized game in our building," 
May said. "Beyond that. Rice Stadium 
is a great venue. It just doesn't have 
the bells and whistles that Reliant 
does. But I think anybody in the 
h o m e c o m i n g c rowd [Sa tu rdayI 
would say it was a great place to 
watch football." 

T h e c u r r e n t v e r s i o n of t h^ 
Rice master plan calls for changes to 
t h e s t a d i u m , h o w e v e r . Arch i -
tect Michae l G r a v e s p r e s e n t e d 
t h r e e u p d a t e d v e r s i o n s of t h e 
master plan to the Board of Trust-
e e s in O c t o b e r 2002. All t h r e e 
plans included some combination 
of t h e Rice T r a c k / S o c c e r Sta-
dium and Rice Stadium, including 
the poss ib i l i ty of f i l l ing in t h e 
lower bowl of Rice Stadium and 
creating a new surface with room 
for a track, which would fur ther 
reduce capacity. 

However, May said those plans 
are not likely to take place in the 
near future. 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME 
Rice's Nov. 27 game against Louisiana Tech at Reliant Stadium will be the 
fourth game in school history played at the home of the NFL's Houston 
Texans. Here are the results of the previous three games: 

Date Game Attendance 

Oct. 6, 2002 Rice 37, La. Tech 20 20,895 

Sept. 20, 2003 UT 48, Rice 7 45,764 

Sept. 5, 2004 Rice 10, UH 7 28,726 

» 
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Grad speaker to be named within week 
by Michael Hardy 

THRESHER STAFF 

With more than 26 weeks until 
Commencement 2005, the search 
for a speaker is drawing to a close. 
Assistant to the President Mark 
Scheid (Baker '67) said he expects 
to announce a speaker within a 
week. 

The commencement speaker 
search committee, which includes 
Scheid, Adviser to the President 
Maryana Iskander (Wiess '97), Sid 
Richardson College Master Steve 
Cox, Sid senior Justin Garcia, Will 
Rice College senior Manu Gupta, 
Jones College senior Rachel Wy-
att and three graduate students, 
met last month to finalize a list of 
candidates, which it submitted to 
President David Leebron. Scheid 
declined to disclose the order in 
which the candidates were ranked 
or the names of those contacted. 

Although the committee has 
fallen behind its self-imposed 
schedule, it is ahead of most other 
universities, which generally do not 
announce speakers until January 
or February. 

Scheid said former President 
Malcolm Gillis usually pushed to 
finalize commencement speaker 
plans as early as possible but 
Leebron has supported a more 
relaxed time frame. 

The search committee com-
posed the list of potential speakers 
based on surveys completed by 
graduating seniors and graduate 
students. The nine names that re-
ceived the most nominations made 
the list, with a tenth name added 
from the Rice faculty. Candidates 
include politicians — President 
George W. Bush, former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, Senator Hill-
ary Clinton (I)-N.Y.) and former 
New York City Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani — entertainers — Conan 
O'Brien, Jon .Stewart and Oprah 
Winfrey— poet Maya Angelou, 
biker Lance Armstrong and a Rice 
faculty member, Psychology Pro-

fessor Mikki Hebl, who gave the 
Orientation Week faculty address 
to the Class of 2005. 

Hebl received fewer votes than 
other nominees, but the committee 
added her to the list because of sup-
port from the administration and 
the expected likelihood that she 
would accept an invitation, Wyatt 
said. Former Vice President for 
Student Affairs Zenaido Camacho 
was a popular choice but was elimi-
nated by the search committee, 
Wyatt said. 

"We felt that [Leebron] really 
wouldn't like that, so we just didn't 
include him on the list," she said. 

The committee also compiled a 
second list of speakers it considered 
more likely to accept Rice's invita-
tion. This list includes Senator-elect 
Barack Obama (D-Ill.), violinist 
Itzhak Perlman, hip-hop mogul Rus-
sell Simmons and California Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Perlman's 
daughter, Ariella, is a Jones junior 
and a music performance major. 

Wyatt said the committee was 
told budget constraints are even 
tighter than in past years and said 
expected speaker fees played a large 
part in the committee's choices. 

"A lot of those people on the 
A-list I know would definitely ask 
for too much money, like Lance 
Armstrong," Wyatt said. "I've heard 
that just to get him to come to an 
event of that nature is like $40 or 
$50 thousand." 

Actor Bill Cosby delivered the 
2000 Commencement address . 
Then-White House Counsel Alberto 
Gonzales (Lovett '79) spoke in 2004, 
and former astronaut Shannon Ijjcid 
spoke in 2003. On Wednesday, Presi-
dent George W. Bush said he would 
nominate Gonzales to be U.S. attorney 
general. (See story, page 1). 

Many seniors expressed satisfac-
tion with the list, but some said they 
think a political figure like Bush or 
Clinton would polarize the campus 
unnecessarily. Baker College senior 
Emrys Landivar said inviting Bush 
would be a mistake. 

From page 1 

develop its volunteer opportur 
in Houston. 

Nobody involved had 

enthusiasm for [the 

passport/.' 
— David Leebron 

Pres iden t 

"One of the biggest barriers to 
students getting out and doing vol-
unteer work is that it's inconvenient 
because they don't have cars or 
transportation," Griswold said. "In 
the last few days, I sent messages to 
all our community partners — about 
320 in Houston — and set up a Web 
page. Iliey can indicate if the site 
is within four blocks of a MetroRail 
station, and if so, which station, so we 
can get a sense of where people are 
located and how we can get students 
there a little bit more easily." 

Adviser to the President Maryana 
Iskander (Wiess '97) said Leebron 
intends the program to include more 
extensive features in the future. 

"We've named this version Pass-
port to Houston 1.0 because we 
envision in the fall, (of 20051, we'll 
introduce Passport 2.0," Iskander 
said. 'There 's a lot of stuff to do in 
Houston that's already free, and we're 
going to list that on the Web site. For 
tilings that are not free, we may be 
interested in talking about what kinds 
of arrangements we can provide for 
our students." 

"(There are] a lot of people who 
really, really hate Bush," Landivar 
said. "(There are] some people who 
like him, but [there are] a lot of 
people who really, really don't like 
him. So I don't think Bush would 
be a good idea." 

Hanszen College senior Griffin 
Hetrick said he would like to see a 
speaker with a sense of humor. 

"I think Dave Barry would be 
great," Hetrick said. "I think anyone 
that could put a comedic spin on it 
is a good idea. If you look at what 
Bill Cosby did a couple of years ago, 
people really enjoyed that. When 
you're entertaining and inspiring at 
the same time, that's what you want 
in a commencement speaker." 

Landivar agreed the speaker's 
ability to entertain should be a major 
consideration. 

"[In] a commencement speaker, 
you either want someone who's 
famous and inspirational, like a 
political figure, or you want some-
body who can talk," Landivar said. 
"And we can't afford the first. So if 
we can't get the first, go with the 
second." 

Echoing the sentiments of many 
seniors, Landivar said he wants 
a speaker from outside the Rice 
community. 

Hanszen senior Sarah Rufca, 
however, said she enjoyed the 
faculty address Hebl gave her 
freshman year and would like to 
see the professor return for com-
mencement. 

"It would be interesting because 
it would kind of bookend our Rice 
career," Rufca said. "There's a 
benefit to it because [she] could 
speak on a more personal level 
about Rice and its atmosphere as 
opposed to a more cookie-cutter 
speech." 

However, Rufca said she also 
recognizes the appeal of a higher 
profile speaker. 

"A celebrity is kind of silly, 
because you're just getting them 
because of their name, but they're 
also more entertaining," Rufca 
said. "You see in the news, 'Bill 
Cosby spoke at Rice this week.' It's 
nice to have that recognition, that 
we're a place where someone like 
that speaks." 

Iskander said the Passport v\ eo 
site, http:// www.rice.edu/pass-
port, will be centra! to providing 
information for s tuden t s about 

said his office is also planning to in-

undergraduates. 
"We ' re look ing at t i cke ted 

kinds of things, and how can we 
make cultural events, musicals, 
theater more available to students," 
Leebron said "We ' r e ge t t i ng 
lots of interest from institutions that 
aren't participating in the passport 
as to ways they might participate." 
T h e P r e s i d e n t ' s Of f i c e wil l 
evaluate the program's success 
by contacting Metro, the MFAH 
and soliciting student responses, 
Iskander said. 

'We've named this 

version Passport to 

Houston 1.0 because 

we envision in the 

fall [of2005], we'll 

introduce Passport 2.0.' 
— Maryana Iskander (Wiess '97) 

Adviser to the President 

"Metro will be able to provide 
us with some metrics as to use," 
Iskander said. "We're in conversation 
with MFAH to get a sense of if it's a 
feature that's used. And we'll be get-
ting student feedback." 

SUGGESTED GRADUATION SPEAKERS 
Student picks Committee picks 

Rudy Giuliani Itzhak Perlman 

Bill Clinton Matt Groening 

Hillary Clinton Cornel West 

Oprah Winfrey Arnold Schwarzenegger 

Conan 0'Brian Barack Obama 

Jon Stewart Al Franken 

Mikki Hebl Vicente Fox 

Maya Angelou Dave Barry 

Lance Armstrong Russel Simmons 

George W. Bush Katie Couric/A! Roker 

EARLY 
From page 1 

tions, second with Stanford, third 
with Yale," Wright said. "Because 
such a very large proportion of our 
applicant pool is shared, whatever 
they do affects us. It's really a very 
unusual year — we're watching it 
very carefully." 

'You see the ripple 

effect of a major 

change in policy with 

top schools.' 
— Ann Wright 

Vice president for Enrollment 

Although single-choice early 
action programs restrict applicants 
from applying to Rice's binding 
early decision program, applica-
tion to Rice's nonbinding interim 
decision program, which has a later 
deadline of Dec. 1, is still allowed. 
Some students are unaware of this 
distinction and are thus deterred 
from applying interim decision, 
Wright said. 

However, the effects of Rice's 
decreased applicant pool remain 
unclear, she said. 

"It may not affect the number 
that we admit [under early decision] 
because it depends on the quality of 
the [applicant] pool," she said. 

Wright said she expects the qual-
ity of the pool to be as high as those 
in recent years. 

However, because the Admission 
Office has experienced delays in the 
review of applications, an accurat -as-
sessment of this year's early applicant 
pool is not yet available. 

Since the Admission Office be-
gan offering both early and interim 
decision plans, about 20 percent of 
Rice's enrollment has come from 
early decision applicants and about 
another 35percentfrom interim deci-
sion applicants. 

The postmark deadline for early 
decision applications was Nov. 1. 

Be the new energy that Shell is seeking. 

The sea is constantly changing, powerful and 
far reaching. It represents everything that 
makes the Shell brand what it is. It also 
represents your chance to diversify, specialize 
and develop your career internationally - even 
change direction completely. 

Whichever route you choose you will be given 
a real job with real responsibility. More than 
that you will be surrounded by experts and 
inspirational leaders who can take your career 
to the next level. 

Shell Companies in the U.S. are 

equal opportunity employers. 

www.shell.com/careers 

We're interested in 

hear ing from s tudents in the 

following disciplines^ 

Chemical, Petroleum, 

Mechanical, Electrical or Civil 

Engineering, Geoscience, 

Physics, Human Resources, 

Accounting/Finance, 

MIS/Computer Science, 

Supply Chain 

Apply online or e-mail 

collegerecruitm«nt@shell.com 

Waves of change o 
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Rice alum Johnson named first 
campus sustainability planner 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice hired its first sustainability 
planner last week, more than seven 
months after the Board of Trustees 
created the new position. Richard 
Johnson (Will Rice '92) accepted the 
job, which will be part of Facilities, 
Engineering and Planning, and he 
will begin work Dec. 7. 

As sustainability planner, Johnson 
will be involved in coordinating con-
struction and remodeling projects, 
developing presentations to educate 
students about environmental is-
sues and formulating environmental 
goals for the university. Associate 
Vice President for FE&P Barbara 
White Bryson said. Although Rice 
currently has some environmentally 
friendly programs, such as a recycling 
program, no single staff member is 
responsible for them. 

"It sounds like [FE&P staff have] 
been trying to make these environ-
mental decisions in addition to the 
numerous other day-to-day tasks that 
they have," Johnson said. "It seems 
that they felt that they would really 
benefit from having someone who 
was a resource that they could go to 
to help them with those decisions and 
also be a champion for sustainability 
issues on campus." 

Johnson also said he will provide 
objective, unbiased information about 
sustainability issues, and that he will 
be proactive in starting new environ-
mental initiatives on campus. 

Various student organizations, 
including the Student Recycling Coun-
cil, the Environmental Club and the 
Student Association Environmental 
Health and Safety Committee, col-
laborated to draft a sustainability 

policy last year. SA Environmental 
Health and Safety Committee co-chair 
Guyton Durnin presented the policy to 
the SA for approval in February. The 
policy was presented to then-President 
Malcolm Gillis, who introduced it to 
the Board of Trustees. 

The board approved a sustainabil-
ity policy at its March 24-25 meeting. 
The board's policy outlines Rice's 
goals, which include minimizing its 
environmental footprint, improving 
awareness of environmental issues 
and changing university policies as 
new technology is developed. 

To help meet the stated goals, the 

'We were looking for 
somebody... who's 
thinking outside the box 
and open to new ideas.' 

— Kevin Dudney 
Sid Richardson senior 

position of sustainability planner was 
created, interviews were conducted 
by Bryson, Biology Professor Paul 
Harcomb and Sid Richardson Col-
lege senior Kevin Dudney, along with 
some administrators. The committee 
selected J ohnson for his experience, 
communication skills and ability to 
develop creative solutions to prob-
lems, Bryson said. 

Dudney said when he interviewed 
candidates, he was looking for 
someone who could work well with 
students. 

"I was hoping to find somebody 
who was qualified to help us with 
technical issues, also just an inside 

voice with the administration when-
ever we're looking for money or to 
change something," Dudney said. "So 
we were looking for somebody with 
pretty diverse experience, but also 
somebody who's thinking outside the 
box and open to new ideas." 

Johnson, who has a bachelor of 
science degree from Rice in civil 
engineering and a master's degree 
from the University of Virginia in 
urban and environmental planning, 
could not say specifically what goals 
he would pursue. He said he will 
initially focus on evaluating Rice's 
current environmental measures 
and investigating policies used by 
other universities that could be ap-
plied to Rice. 

Durnin, a Will Rice College junior, 
said he hopes the planner will work 
with existing student environmental 
groups. 

"One of the issues we've had on 
campus is there's a lot of different 
environmental groups that aren't 
very well coordinated, and a lot of 
times ... it's fallen on the Student 
Recycling [Council] and, to an extent, 
myself to try to coordinate them," 
Durnin said. 

Johnson and Dudney said an ad-
ditional benefit of adding a sustain-
ability planner is the opportunity to 
save money. 

Johnson said an integral part of 
his job will include interacting with 
members of the Rice community. 

"I would certainly encourage fac-
ulty, staff and students to feel free to 
contact me once I start up." Johnson 
said. "I'm a resource for everyone on 
campus, and I would be very willing 
to be in communication and help 
anyone on campus however I can with 
regards to sustainability issues." 

DAS 
2407 W. Holcombe 
713-666-4267 
Near Campus 

Total Car Care 
RICE UNIVERSITY 

Community Discount* 
10% off 

Trip Check $39.99 
-Lube, oil, and filter 
-Check antifreeze 
-Top off all fluids 
-Rotate tires and set pressure 
-Battery Test 
-Midas Courtesy Check 

Visit our website at www.midashouston.com 
*Show Rice ID; Not valid with other offers 

GONZALES 
From page 1 

In his role as White House 
counsel, Gonzales helped write 
the Patriot Act, which has been 
widely criticized for limiting in-
dividuals' civil rights. In January 
2002, he authored a controversial 
draft of a memo that argued anti-
torture laws and international 
treaties do not always apply to 
the detention and interrogation 
of suspected terrorists. 

Gonzales has drawn criticism 
from conservatives as well as 
liberals. During his tenure on 
the Texas Supreme Court, he 
voted with a majority opinion that 
allowed a 17-year-old female to 
seek an abortion without notifying 
her parents. 

Echoing the statements of 
many Democratic leaders, Rice 
Young Democrats President 
Samir Patel said he welcomes 
the appointment of Gonzales, 
who he sees as more moderate 
than Ashcroft. 

"I think in most Democrats' 
eyes, anybody that Bush could ap-
point to the attorney general posi-
tion is better than John Ashcroft," 
Patel, a Jones College senior, said. 
"The fact that he is Bush's attorney 
general makes him a lot more 
conservative than I'd like, but for 
Democrats, he's about as good as 
we could get from Bush." 

Rice College Republicans Pres-
ident Pat Hastings also said he is 
pleased with Bush's choice. 

"I heard [Gonzales] speak at 
commencement last year, and 
one thing that really struck me 
there was he was not the most 
entertaining person, but he ap-
peared to be very thoughtful, and 
1 look forward to seeing him carry 
on that characteristic as he takes 
on his office," Hastings, a Martel 
College sophomore, said. 

Cuthbertson said Gonzales 
was a highly motivated and hard-
working student. 

"I'm not going to claim that 
he calls me frequently from 
Washington D.C. for consulta-
tions or that 1 have any great 
influence on policy, but he was a 
very memorable student — both 
because of his background and 
because of his achievement," 
Cuthbertson said. 

A Houston native, Gonza-
les grew up in a two-bedroom 
house that he shared with his 
parents and seven siblings. In 
his announcement Wednesday, 
Bush commented on Gonzales' 
upbringing. 

"Al's mother and dad, Pablo 
and Maria, were migrant workers 
who never finished elementary 
school, but they worked hard to 
educate their children and to instill 
the values of reverence and integ-
rity and personal responsibility," 
Bush said. "These good people 
lived to see their son A1 study at 
Rice University and Harvard Law 
School." 

In a brief statement accepting 
Bush's nomination, Gonzales said 
those in the Hispanic community 
share a hope for the opportunity 
to succeed. 

'The Rice community 
celebrates the 
accomplishments of 
all our alumni.' 

— Mark Davis 
Director of Alumni Affairs 

"'Just give me a chance to prove 
myself—that is a common prayer 
for those in my community," Gon-
zales said. 

If confirmed, Gonzales would 
be the first Hispanic attorney 
general. 

Cuthbertson said because of his 
background, Gonzales embodies 
the traditional American dream. 

"To have moved so far, so fast 
means the American system is 
still pretty alive and pretty well," 
Cuthbertson said. 

Hastings said he thinks Gon-
zales' appointment will provide 
good publicity for Rice. 

"I'm excited to see a Rice grad 
take one of the highest positions 
in American politics," Hastings 
said. "It shows that Rice is a school 
that helps prepare students for big 
things in life." 

Director of Alumni Affairs 
Mark Davis said Gonzales' ac-
complishments are a credit to the 
university. 

"The Rice community cel-
ebrates the accomplishments of all 
our alumni," Davis said. "|Gonza-
les'] nomination reflects well upon 
the educational experiences and 
opportunities that Rice offers its 
students and calls attention to the 
leadership qualities our graduates 
possess." 

Gonzales could not be reached 
for comment. 
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LECTURERS 
From page 1 

the lecturers. Wihl said this change 
demonstrates the school is commit-
ted to having full-time faculty teaching 
introductory courses. 

"We're putting some of our best 
faculty in front of s tudents from day 
one," Wihl said. 

However, English Professor Den-
nis Huston said Wihl 's decision is 
unpopular among faculty m e m b e r s 
who are teaching HUMA 101/102. 

"The dean feels that we're spend-
ing money on lecturers that we could 
spend in other ways more fruitfully," 
Huston said. "[However], over the 
years, we have found a series of lectur-
ers who teach [HUMA 101/102] with 
t remendous success, and losing them 
from the course will be a real disser-
vice to the students who take it." 

Carrol l said t e ach ing H U M A 
101/102 is a unique chal lenge be-
cause the course encompasses a 
wide breadth of disciplines, includ-
ing classics , l i terature, re l ig ious 
s tudies and philosophy. 

' T o teach HUMA you have to de-
velop competencies far outside your 
area," Carroll said. "We start with 
The Iliad and end with Martin Luther 

King's 'I Have a Dream' speech and 
teach everything in between, and 
that 's enormous." 

Carroll said many tenure-track 
professors prefer to teach within 
their disciplines. 

"Really, really smart people can 
write great books and win prizes, 
and they are an absolute asset to the 
university, b u t . . . they don't want to 
teach f reshmen," Carroll said. "They 
want to teach in their area of specialty 
to advanced students." 

Wihl said the idea that faculty are 
reluctant to teach HUMA courses is 
unfounded. 

"I asked the [department] chairs 
to call on volunteers within the depart-
ment to teach these courses," Wihl 
said. "Of the 16 [sections of HUMA 
offered this year), nine are taught 
by tenured or tenure-track faculty, 
so [difficulty getting professors to 
teach] is a bit of a myth." 

However, Wihl said he does not 
necessarily dislike the idea of having 
lecturers teach some courses. 

"Sometimes it's better to have 
someone that 's 100 percent there 
for teaching," Wihl said. "It's advan-

POLICE BLOTTER 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Depart-
ment for the period Nov. 3-8. 

Residential Colleges 
Will Rice College Nov. 3 

Baker College 

Martel College 

Nov. 4 

Nov. 6 

Vending machine vandalized. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Disturbance reported. Non-Rice mi-
nor issued a trespass warning and 
cited for consumption of alcohol by 
a minor. Individual sent home by 
taxi. 

Sid Richardson College Nov. 7 Bicycis stolen. 

Brown College Nov. 7 

Other Buildings 
Autry Court 

Rice Stadium 

Other Areas 
Sidewalk near 
Rice Stadium 

Second incidence of money stolen 
from dorm room. 

Nov. 4 Credit card stolen from wallet. 

Nov. 6 Intoxicated subject removed from 
football game, arrested for public 
intoxication and remanded to Har-
ris County Jail. 

Nov. 7 Backpack stolen during football 
game recovered. 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• SA President Derrick Matthews announced a shuttle will transport 
students to and from Hobby Airport for Thanksgiving break on Wednes-
day, Nov. 24 and Sunday, Nov. 28. 

• Matthews, a Will Rice College senior, said he plans to approach 
Housing and Dining to request that students be allowed 24-hour ID 
access to all residential buildings. 

• Matthews led a discussion about the possibiWy-of expanding shuttle 
service for Thanksgiving break to George Bush Intercontinental Airport. 
Three options were presented: adding shuttles to Intercontinental, 
adding shuttles to Intercontinental and dropping shuttles to Hobby, 
and keeping shuttle service the same. 

• The senate approved Rice Civic Scientists, an organization that will 
discuss current events related to science. Anyone who wants more 
information should contact Martel College sophomore Allen Chen at 
chenal@rice.edu. 

• The senate approved Rice Club Baseball, which will compete in the 
National Club Baseball Association. Anyone who wants more informa-
tion should contact Sid Richardson College sophomore Steve Bryant 
at sabryant@rice.edu. 

• Matthews announced that university financial statements for the 2004 
fiscal year are available in the SA office and will be available on the 
SA web site, http://sa.rice.edu. 

• Matthews updated the senate on an initiative discussed by last year's 
senate to eliminate self-scheduled exams in favor of take-home exams. 
The proposal will be the topic of the next SA forum, which will be held 
Nov. 22. 

• Matthews announced a sustainability coordinator has been hired. 
See story, page 6. 

The next meeting will be Monday in Farnsworth Pavilion in the Student 
Center. 

tageous to do that in some types of 
courses. Tenure-track faculty have 
other responsibilities, like publishing 
and doing research." 

Asking full-time faculty to teach 
humanit ies may require that they 
delay teaching other courses within 
their own department, Judaic Studies 
Professor Greg Kaplan said. 

Kaplan is one of the tenure-track 
professors who will take over a sec-
tion of HUMA 102 in the spring. Ka-
plan said he is excited about teaching 
the course, but as a result he will have 
to push back another religious studies 
course he had planned to teach. 

"My decision to teach 102 will 
have an impact on what courses to 
offer this year, but I still will offer in 
the future at least one of the courses 
that I was likely to have taught in the 
spring," Kaplan said. "The decision 
of what courses to teach is a tricky 
one as far as trying to match students ' 
needs with my abilities." 

Wihl said losing m e m b e r s of 
the Rice community is emotionally 

difficult but said he is keeping the 
priorities of the school in mind. 

"Some people will lose jobs, others 
will be hired, and that's painful, but 
something you have to think about," 
Wihl said. "I try to look at the big picture. 
My job is to help all different areas of the 
school grow organically together." 

History Professor Carol Quillen 
said she unders tands the limited bud-
get of any university requires certain 
economic choices. 

' T h e decision was made by how 
we can bes t serve the School of 
Human i t i e s with the money that 
we have," Quillen said. "The lectur-
e r s that we have have always been 
ou t s t and ing teachers , but we have 
a large e n o u g h faculty now that the 
regular faculty should be able to staff 
the c o u r s e s that we need staffed 
Some t imes the economically wise 
decis ion is not the one that your 
hear t would tell you to make ." 

Sid Richardson College junior Ste-
phen Fine, who took HUMA 101 with 
Huston, said he thinkstenure-track pro-

fessors probably have a better grasp 
of the material than lecturers. 

"I don' t really know what the 
corre la t ion is be tween publ i sh ing 
and t each ing ability, but I would 
imagine that t h e r e is s o m e rela-
t ion," Fine said. "I always p re fe r 
t e a c h e r s who a re excellent teach-
ers , who get high reviews f rom 
s tuden t s over t e a c h e r s who are 
publ ished, [but] I just imagine that 
t h e r e ' s s o m e correlat ion be tween 
publ i sh ing and teach ing ability." 

Jones College sophomore Patricia 
Mahoney, who took HUMA 101 with 
Jablecki, said he is a good teacher 
and student opinion should have 
been considered in the decision to 
remove him. 

"One [factor in d e t e r m i n i n g 
which t eache r s should stay and 
which should go ] is probably student 
popular i ty—how the students feel," 
Mahoney said. "Also [another thing 
that should be considered] is his 
syllabus — what he gets across and 
what his track record has been." 

ANNA WHITMIRE/THRESHER 

A couple dances at Esperanza Saturday at the Westin Galleria hotel. About 700 students attended the event 
sponsored by Rice Program Council. 

Esperanza draws 700 to Galleria 
by Monica Huang 

FOR THE THRESHER 

Esperanza, Rice's fall formal, was 
held Saturday in the ballroom of the 
Westin Galleria hotel. The dance's 
theme, Breakfast at Tiffany's, was 
inspired by Audrey Hepburn's 1961 
film of the same name. 

About 500 s t u d e n t s b o u g h t 
advance t i cke t s to t h e even t , 
and about 200 more pu rchased 
t hem at the door. Rice P rog ram 
Council spent about $12,000 on 
the event and earned r evenues of 
about $10,000, making a net loss 
of about $2,000, RPC Forma l s 
C o m m i t t e e c o - C h a i r J e n n i n e 
Guanchez said. 

Guanchez , a J o n e s Col lege 
senior, said there were no major 
problems, such as arrests or EMS 
calls, at the event. 

RPC President Ginny Stuckey 
said she received positive feedback 
as people left the dance. 

"I heard that the food was great 
and that the shut t les worked re-
ally well in front of the [Student 
Center] ," Stuckey, a Sid Richard-

son College junior, said. "I didn't 
hea r about anybody wait ing a 
long time." 

In 2002, o v e r c r o w d i n g on 
shut t les f rom Esperanza forced 
some students to wait more than 
an hour for a shuttle ride. 

Baker College junior Kristin 
Youngless said she would have 
enjoyed the dance more if the venue 
had been more unusual. 

"It was just in a hotel, and even 
though the hotel was in the Gal-
leria. we didn't.really go into the 
Galleria," Youngless said. T o be 
Esperanza, it 's supposed to be 
somewhere ridiculous, like Minute 
Maid [Park]." 

The formal was held at Minute 
Maid Park in 2002, with the theme 
Field of Dreams. 

Marte l Col lege jun ior Alex 
Gordon said he was satisfied with 
this year 's dance location. 

"[The venue] was rather small, 
but it fit the number of people 
that were there." Gordon said. "I 
also thought the food was quite 
good." 

T h e Westin required the DJ 

to turn off the music at 1:30 a.m., 
but s tudents were allowed to stay 
until 2, Stuckey said. Although the 
dance started at 9:30 p.m. instead 
of 10 to compensate for the hotel 
policy, tickets were printed stating 
that the dance would last f rom 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m. 

Y o u n g l e s s s a i d s h e w a s 
disappointed the music stopped 
before the dance was scheduled 
to end. 

In the past, g lassware has been 
given to dance patrons when they 
arrived, but this year, students who 
bought advance tickets received 
the i r g lassware at the t ime of 
purchase . S tudents who bought 
t ickets at the door and did not 
receive glassware can present a 
ticket s tub at the Clubs Office to 
pick it up, Guanchez said. 

I^s t year 's dance, themed E\ 
was held at the Koch Building and 
drew 700 students. RPC made a 
profit of $2,000. 

About 300 s t u d e n t s bough t 
t ickets to Rondelet . the spring 
formal, last year. RPC lost $4,000 
on the event. 

mailto:chenal@rice.edu
mailto:sabryant@rice.edu
http://sa.rice.edu
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

NOV. 18, 2004. 

p i c k s 
t h i s w e e k e n d 

A CINEMATIC 

COUP 

Director Gillo Pontecor-

vo's classic The Battle 

of Algiers screens this 

weekend at the Rice 

Media Center. This film 

is a must-see for anyone 

who taKL'j film seriously. 

Tonight, tomorrow 

and Sunday at 8 p.m. 

The Rice Media Center. 

$6 general admission. 

Rice faculty, students 

and staff $5 with ID. 

S u n d a y 

ALABAMA 

ASS-WHUPPIN' 

After a show-stopping 

performance at South 

by Southwest in Austin 

last spring, the Drive-by 

Truckers are in Houston. 

Sunday at 7 p.m.. 

The Meridian. 

1503 Chartres St. 

$13 

Please call 

(713) 225-1717 

for more information. 

t u e s d a y 

WOW, FREE 

CONCERTS DO 

EXIST 

Matt Pond PA and House-

hold Names play Tuesday. 

Sure, they promise to im-

press, but this show's real 

draw? It's free. 

Tuesday at 9 p.m. 

The Proletariat. 

903 Richmond. 

Free. Please call 

(713) 523-1199 

for more 

information. 

OPENING vnun 

'Baker One Acts' features monkeys, split-head Soviets 
John Donaleski 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Baker One Acts r e p a y s 70 
minutes of attention with a trio 
of fancifully performed and capri-
ciously scripted performances . In 
this production of three one-acts by 
American playwright David Ives, 
director Doug Peterson, a Baker 
College junior, demands that his 
audience think, but delivers enter-
tainment abounding in sitcom-style 
banter that even the simplest mind 
can unders tand. The cast delivers 
effective per formances that will 
appeal to this broad range of audi-
ences, and aside from a misspoken 
l ine or two, de l ive r s e f fec t ive 
per formances . 

t 'baker one-acts' 

Baker College 
Rating: • • • 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m., 
Sunday at 3 p.m. 

No mat te r how haphazard ly 
dressed . Baker sophomore Phil 
Redman makes for a convincing 
chimpanzee. Perhaps it's his ex-
pressive face. In "Words, Words 
Words , " Redman plays Milton, 
one of t h r ee pr imates cha rged 
with reproducing Shakespeare ' s 
works on a typewriter. The other 
monkeys also bear the names of 
old, dead European writers: Swift 
(Baker junior Jared Blakely) and 
Kafka (Will Rice College senior 
Claire Dreesen) . 

The lab monkeys display some 
characterist ics of their namesakes, 
and we are unsu re w h e t h e r to 
view them as ironically chimp-like 
people or as ironically people-like 
chimps. 

Blakely passionately captures 
the frustration of a caged animal 
and succeeds in coating his words 
with convincing desperation. As he 
describes the masturbatory benefits 
a life of entrapment affords him, 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Trotsky's wife (Baker College freshman Michelle Moller) notices the axe protruding from the head of her husband 
Leon Trotsky (Baker Community Associate Joseph Lockett) in "Variations on the Death of Trotsky." 

Redman's hand gestures are espe-
cially memorable. 

We are 
UNSURE whether 
to view them as 
ironically chimp-
like people or as 
ironically people 
like chimps. 

While Redman captivates the au-
dience, more could have been done 

with Kafka, whose main contribu-
tion to the plot is as an interlocutor 
continually requesting Milton's next 
recitation. 

Consisting only of a hanging 
tire, a bowl of peanuts and three 
typewriters, the stage somehow 
finds itself full. The sparse minimal-
ism aids the animals-behind-glass 
pe r cep t i on , and the t h r e e use 
the space to leap back and forth, 
s c reech ing and s lamming their 
fists. Ultimately, creating a satire 
out of the Western canon offers a 
few humorous one-liners but fails 
to live up to its promise. 

The Soviet Union seems to live 

again in "Variations on the Death of 
Trotsky," as Leon Trotsky (Baker 
C o m m u n i t y A s s o c i a t e J o s e p h 
Lockett . Hanszen '91) lives out 
his final day in Coyoacan weary of 
his prophesied death-by-ice pick. 
Yes, there is an ax embedded ii 
Lockett 's skull as he bellows his 
c o m m u n i s t i n d i g n a t i o n in de-
lightfully over-accented Russian 
pronunciat ion. 

Mrs. Trotsky (Baker f reshman 
Michelle Moller) looks on at his 
"condition" with comic expressions 
that accurately convey the mixed 
emot ions of a wife horrif ied by 

See MONKEYS, page 11 

M U M 

Psycho-babble runs rampant in zany 'Therapy' 
Adri Ramirez 
THRESHER STAFF 

In this psychology-saturated age, 
even pets can receive emotional 
guidance and encouragement from 
a trained professional. But what 
happens when your therapist needs 
therapy? Or when a therapist who 
treats therapists needs a therapist? 
Soon we will all have our shrinks 
on speed dial, effectively becom-
ing the most emotionally coached 
generation to have ever reclined on 
a comfortable sofa. 

* 'beyond therapy' 

Wiess College 
Rating: • • • 

(out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow and Nov. 
18-20 at 8 p.m. 

Playwright Christopher Durang 
has a different idea: Perhaps we 
are all Beyond Therapy. Wiess 
College 's Tabletop Thea t re em-
braces Durang ' s satire on couches 

and t h o s e w h o 
love t h e m wi th 
hesitant arms. 

On the advice of 
his barking thera-
pist, bisexual Bruce 
(Hanszen College 
senior Griffin Het-
rick) d e c i d e s to 
risk his relationship 
with male lover Bob 
(Hanzsen freshman 
Evan Mintz) by tak-
ing out a personal 

KATIE STREIT 'THRESHER 

Bruce (Hanszen College senior Griffin Hetrlck, right) gets close with Prudence (Wiess College Resident Associate 
Christie Hudlow) In Wiess' production of playwright Christopher Durang's Beyond Therapy. 

ad. Through a carefully worded per-
sonal, Bruce meets Prudence (Wiess 
Resident Associate Christie Hudlow), 
who has ignored her therapist's ad-
vice by answering the ad. Prudence's 
shr ink, Dr. Stuart F ramingham 
(Wiess Resident Associate Doward 
Hudlow Jr.), wants his patient to go 
out and date — just not other men. 

In fact, his therapy methods include 
private sessions in his bed that seem 
to end rather prematurely. 

B r u c e l ikes P r u d e n c e , par-
ticularly her breasts and emotional 
instability. Other than he r two 
cats, Prudence is not sure what 
she likes. 

Durang's script does not hold 

back the punches. Each line is crafted 
with great wit and even greater 
understanding of how people work. 
The characters come to life with dia-
logue, and action becomes secondary 
cleverness. The absurdist nature of 
the mental health profession shines 
through, and the audience leaves 

See THERAPY, page 11 
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The comfort movie: 
Better than chocolate 

For me, last week was pretty 
tough. It was one of those no-good, 
drag-on, fun-killing stretches that 
tested my patience 
at every turn. Never 
before had making it to 
Friday felt like such an 
accomplishment. 

It started with com-
puterproblems.That's 
right, I've become one 
of those people you 
hear about who spilled 
a drink on their laptop. 
Lately, I've had many 
Carrie Bradshaw mo-
ments — but not the 
good kind. My like-
ness has never been plastered on 
the side of a crosstown bus, and 
I've never been whisked to Paris 
by a dreamy artist (although it 
is about time). No. Carrie and I 
always seem to share only humili-
ating, aggravating moments, like 
frying our motherboards. 

For me, movies 
are like comfort 
food, a luscious 
source of pure 
ESCAPIST 
indulgence. 

Standing in line at the comput-
er service desk at Micro Center, 
I was reminded of the time when 
Carrie offered up her damaged 
computer with hopeful eyes, 
desperate for the disinterested 
attendant behind the counter 
to make everything OK. Well, 
everything will be OK in the end 
— or so I am told. But for the 
time being, I'm without a laptop, 
spending my waking h ours typing 
at the Thresher office. 

Just when my personal world 
turned upside down, the country7 

had to follow suit. Now, I don't 
want to get too political, but please, 
the last thing any of us need is 
another four years of Bush. 1 was 
one of many who voted for John 
Kerry, excited at the prospect of a 
new voice in the White House. As 
the results came in and the map 
turned red, my tears started to 
flow. My anxiety and dismay over 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

the current election have shown 
no signs of letting up. 

So, with everything turned 
topsy-turvy, I looked 
to movies. In addi-
tion to being a great 
venue for a r t i s t ic 
expression, film also 
has the ability to con-
sole. For me, movies 
are like comfort food, 
a luscious source of 
pure escapist indul-
gence. 

The mid-1990s clas-
sic Clueless was the first 
title on my list. In addi-
tion to being a hilari-

ously over-the-top look at spoiled 
teen queens, it is also a time cap-
sule. With its oh-so-perfect cap-
turing of the period's trademark 
slang, outrageous fashions and 
snappy music — Coolio's "Rollin' 
with my Homies" and The Muffs' 
cover of "Kids in America" are 
on the killer soundtrack — this 
film is the perfect way to escape 
present reality. 

After I left the fabulous life-
styles of those wild Beverly Hills 
teens, I decided to stick with the 
high school genre. Of course, 
when in a teen movie mood, 
there is only one person to look 
to — Molly Ringwald. Now, as 
all of us Reagan-babies should 
know, this plucky redhead stole 
the nation's heart with Sixteen 
Candles and Pretty in Pink. In the 
former, she's a cynical gal whose 
family forgets her birthday, and 
in the latter she's the proverbial 
girl-from-the-wrong-side-of-the-
tracks just looking for love. Like 
Clueless, these films transport us 
back to a time when the issues 
didn't seem so real. 

Last week, that's just what 1 
needed. I'm sure my computer 
will be repaired shortly and I will 
return to my usual, technological-
ly-satisfied existence. And, as we 
near the second Bush presidency, 
hopefully we will all survive his 
agenda. But just in case things 
fall apart, you can always count 
on high-school movies as viable 
means of escape. 

Jonathan Schumann is a 
Baker College junior and arts and 
entertainment editor. 
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Rock Star 
Wiess College sophomore Pete Choo performs with his band Wiess 244 at KTRU's Battle of the Bands, which 
took place Friday at the Lovett Undergrounds. Hokum Guff won the competition. They will now appear in next 
semester's KTRU Outdoor Show. Jordan Allen, The Hot Tub Set, The Jetsonz and Siddharth also competed. 

Polished cast and crew present 
overly sentimental 'Postcards' 
Adri Ramirez 
THRESHER STAFF 

In kindergarten, I thought my 
friendships would last forever. When 
I asked to borrow a cornflower blue 
crayon from the girl who sat across 
the desk from me, it was practically a 
contract that she and I would be din-
ing at expensive restaurants together 
when we were 40 years old. 

% 'three postcards' 

Hanszen College 
Rating: • • • (out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

Most of the time friendships 
do not work out that way, and we 
end up wondering what happened 
to so-and-so from the third grade 
who picked his nose. Sometimes, 
however, things turn out as planned, 
and our two desk-mates from day 
one become our support network 
for decades to come. Three Postcards, 
at Hanszen College, explores these 
types of relationships. 

Big Jane (Will Rice College 
freshman Annabelle Bay), Little 
Jane (Will Rice senior Virginia 
Deul-Church) and K.C. (Martel 
College freshman Laura Reins-
void) have that kind of friendship. 
They do not get together often, but 
when they do, they pick up conver-
sation where they last left off. 

The audience 
almost forgets 
that the script is 
nothing more than 
a HACKNEYED 
retread. 

Over dinner in a Manhattan restau-
rant, Big Jane considers therapy, Ijttle 
Jjflie struggles with her neurotic and 
controlling personality, and KC. tries 
to cope with her mother's death. 

The play is less about the details 

of their lives than about the dynamic 
between the three women, which 
beautifully unfolds to reveal pain, 
trust and, ultimately, the power of 
friendship. 

Contemporary playwright Craig 
Lucas hits a sentimental high note 
that does not drop for two hours. 
This intensity is both a strength and 
weakness. Although the characters 
are endearing, funny and easy to 
grasp, the audience is bombarded 
with so much sweetness that the 
more cynical people in the audience 
may want to gag. 

The hybrid that 
is Three Postcards 
elicits laughter 
and produces 
CARICATURES 
rather than 
intimate portraits 
of three women. 

While the show too often verges 
on syrupy emotions, Hanszen's 
production is polished and well put 
together. The acting is solid, with 
amazing performances from I)zul-
Church, Jones College sophomore 
Austin Roberts as Mittens and Han-
szen junior Rey Valdez as Walter, 
the waiter. 

Bay gives Big Jane color and 
a sweet disposition, effectively 
contrasting Reinsvold's reserved 
ch?rm. Both work well with I)zul-
Church's Little Jane. Their acting 
convinces the audience that the 
three women have been friends for 
years and know each other's quirks 
and idiosyncrasies in and out. 

Hanszen senior Luis Vega's 
direction is a bit inconsistent, but 
maintains the show's high energy. 
The lighting design by Vega and 
Hanszen freshman Brenton Loef-
felman leaves much to be desired. 
Blue and red washes make scenes 
hard to see and detract from the 

actors' performances. 
The set design is passable, as a 

simple restaurant converts into a kin-
dergarten classroom as seamlessly 
as it does Little Jane's bedroom. 

The costumes also work well, 
with each character dressed as 
his or her persona. Big Jane's 
schoolgirl ensemble, for example, 
suggests the innocent 14-year-old 
hidden beneath the eccentric 
tramp she has become. 

Three Postcards calls itself a 
musical. And indeed, five songs 
meander in and out of the pro-
duction. The songs, also by Craig 
Carnelia, are fun and frisky but 
deliver no real punch. As sung 
by Dzul-Church, "Just See How 
the Sun Shines" brings life to the 
show, and "The Picture in the Hall" 
gives Reinsvold's character much-
needed depth. However, Lucas 
is caught somewhere between 
writing a musical and producing 
a sentimental melodrama. 

While the 
show too 
often verges 
on SYRUPY 
emotions, -
Hanszen's 
production is 
polished and well 
put together. 

The hybrid that is Three Postcards 
elicits laughter and produces carica-
tures rather than intimate portraits of 
three women who too easily attribute 
all their complexities to problems in 
their childhoods and marriages. Un-
fortunately, real people are not that 
easy to pin down and comprehend. 

Vega and his strong cast do agood 
job of making the show watchable. 
The audience almost forgets that 
the script is nothing more than a 
hackneyed retread. 

mailto:Yearbook@Rice.edu
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COURTESY PARAMOUNT PICTURES 

Alfie (Jude Law) romances Liz (Susan Sarandon) in director Charles Shyer's Alfie, a remake of the 1966 classic 
that starred Michael Caine. 

Vacuous characters make Law's 
'Alfie a witless, repellent remake 
Erika Acheson 
THRESHER STAFF 

When publicists hype a film with 
the tagline "What's it all about?" au-
diences are well within their rights 
to expect some sort of prevailing 
message. But in Alfie, a Jude Law 
(Cold Mountain) vehicle that has 
the seductive makings of a romantic 
comedy, all we get is a confusing, 
pointless flow of random events that 
fail to come together. 

'a lf ie ' 

in theaters 
Rating: * 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

C o - w r i t e r / d i r e c t o r C h a r l e s 
Shyer, whose screenplay credits 
include Father of the Bride and 
the 1998 remake of The Parent 
Trap, fails to enliven the weak, flat 
storyline of the 1966 original on 
which the film is based. His rendi-
tion leaves the viewer hopelessly 
bored and without investment in 
the story. 

Law plays Alfie, a sexual ly 
voracious British bachelor living 
in Manhattan. He works as a lim-
ousine driver and goes out with a 
different woman every day. After 
experiencing a sudden series of 
misfortune, Alfie reforms his wan-
dering ways and begins to settle 
down, even admitting that when 
it comes to women, "Looks aren't 
everything." 

His change of heart begins after 

THERAPY 
From page 9 

with a moral — tennis lessons 
before therapy. 

An overall lack 
of energy keeps 
the show from 
becoming a 
considerable 
COMIC force. 

Director Jimmy Pearson, a Wi-
ess sophomore, helms the show 
with great restraint. The actors 
attempt to portray these characters 
as balanced, real people, rather 
than the wacky types that bark 
like dogs and cannot form a com-

be impregnates his best fr iend's 
girl (Boiler Room's Nia Long), and 
takes him first to a gorgeous young 
socialite Nikki (Law's real-life girl-
friend Sienna Miller) and then to 
the older, wealthy Liz Ugby Goes 
Down's Susan Sarandon). 

Alfie intermittently narrates the 
movie, a technique put to much bet-
ter use in director Stephen Frears' 
High Fidelity. Here, Alfie turns to 
the camera and discusses his life 
as it happens, even mid-kiss or mid-
conversation. This tactic comes off 
poorly and gives the film a cheesy 
feel that never goes away. 

Alfie is 
supposed to be a 
lovable playboy, 
but comes off 
as a flawed and 
flat NE'ER-DO-
WELL who does 
not know what he 
wants. 

P e r h a p s some of the f i lm's 
bo r ing plotl ine and con fus ing 
structure could be forgiven if the 
viewer had any sort of attachment 
to the main character. Alfie, how-
ever, is not particularly valiant, 
and even though we are witness to 
the turmoil of his roguish lifestyle, 
we are not invested in his success 
or failure and instead yearn for a 

plete sentence. They seem on the 
threshold of being wacky — as they 
should in this case — and instead 
settle for being just a bit off-hinge. 
An overall lack of energy, and 
perhaps a level of self-awareness, 
keeps the show from becoming a 
considerable comic force. 

Wiess junior Lisa Hopkins in 
the role of Mrs. Wallace, a therapist 
for Bruce, Andrew the waiter and 
eventually Bob, nearly achieves a 
wonderful performance. Perhaps 
with the nm of the show, she will 
become comfortable in the part 
and let herself go. Right now, the 
actors are too aware they are act-
ing, making the audience unable 
to suspend their disbelief and get 
sucked into the world Durang has 
painted for us. 

quick resolution to the plot. Alfie is 
supposed to be a lovable playboy, 
but comes off as a flawed and Hat 
ne'er-do-well who does not know 
what he wants. 

This is Law's movie — he stars in, 
narrates and dominates the film so 
much that the other characters are 
one-dimensional, unemotional and 
ultimately disposable. Each woman 
is the same, with variations in age 
and hair color only. Thus, when the 
movie tries to suggest one woman's 
importance over another, it is entirely 
unbelievable. 

We expect the film to progress to 
a natural ending with Alfie finding 
himself and settling down with his 
true love. The film inevitably stalls 
because its progression hinges on 
Alfie's would-be self-actualization, a 
maturation he never realizes. 

Alfie does not really get anywhere 
over the course of the film, and 
watching him squirm is not interest-
ing enough to make up for it. The 
final scene unbearably attempts to 
make sense of a pointless string of 
dramatic moments and unimpres-
sive humor. 

The only thing we get enough 
of in this movie is Jude Law — as if 
between Sky Captain and the World 
of Tomorrow and 1 Heart Huckabees 
we had not seen enough of him 
in theaters lately. He flaunts his 
heart-melting grin and perfectly 
tousled hair, as well as an extensive 
wardrobe of trendy shoes and suits 
to kill for. But if it's sexy hair, chis-
eled arms and sharp suits you are 
looking for, flip through the pages 
of GQ instead. 

Christie Hudlowgives an amazing 
performance as the play's straight 
man. Everyone around her is going 
crazy, and Hudlow emerges as the 
one person on stage that the audience 
understands. Her reservation and 
self-doubt are genuine and she is a 
pleasure to watch. Hetrick's deadpan 
iiumor evokes a few chuckles from 
the audience but falls a bit short. 

U l t ima te ly , th i s is a sol id 
production. All of the technical 
aspects fall into place well under 
Pearson, and we believe we are 
somewhere in atyigcity, watching 
ludicrous people doing ludicrous 
things. Perhaps Wiess' show could 
be called Almost^ieyond Therapy. 
The play is funny, and the acting is 
OK. Not outrageous, but certainly 
not bad. 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/TH' 

Baker Freshman Phil Redman stars as a primate named Milton in play-
wright David Ives' "Words, Words, Words," part of the Baker One-Acts. 

MONKEYS 
From page 9 

her husband ' s predicament but 
annoyed by his insistence to ignore 
reality — there is an ax lodged in 
his head. 

The performance is 
WHIMSICAL and 
happily enjoyable 
to the end. 

If any reason could compel me 
to see this production a second 
time, it would be a chance to hear 
Baker freshman Fletcher Spargo's 
Dr. Evil-inspired laugh as Ramon, 
the Mexican assassin, a second 
time. 

The production's third one-act, 
"The Universal Language," offers 
quite a mouthful. Deciphering the 
quirky dialect of Don (Baker junior 
Jon Carrasco) leads to an obsession 
with the subtle until you. too, find 
yourself saying: "Of course! Now 
1 get it." 

Carrasco amazes with his abil-
ity to glibly spew the hodgepodge 
of Indo-European language and, 
alongside Dawn (Baker junior Elyse 
Freeman), whose adorable stutter-
ing in English has motivated her to 
seek out this new language, elicits 
much laughter. 

The performance is whimsical 

and happily enjoyable to the end. 
Carrasco and f reeman work well 
together. While their antics include 
an over-the-top lip-lock, their song 
and dance releases an impression 
of symbiosis difficult to achieve for 
many a pair of performers, let alone 
two people operating in different 
languages. 

If any 
reason could 
COMPEL 
me to see this 
production a 
second time, it 
would be a chance 
to hear Fletcher 
Spargo's Dr. Evil-
inspired laugh. 

T h o u g h B a k e r h a s c h o s e n 
the most seminal of Ives' shorts 
— last year, the Wiess Freshman 
One-Acts performed Trotsky — this 
production provides college audi-
ences with the opportunity to see 
effective performances and astute 
direction. 

Are you POSITIVE 
that he's 

NFC, ATI VF? 
Take control of your life, and get the health care you need. 

Planned Parenthood offers confidential testing for STIs 
including HIV. We also offer annual checkups, birth control, 

emergency contraception and pregnancy testing. 

Register onl ine at www.pphouston.org to download a 
coupon for $10 off an office visit. 

1.800.210.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

Planned Parenthood 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc.. P 

http://www.pphouston.org
http://www.pphouston.org
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ON THE MENU... 
Eating out all the time can put such a hole In your wallet that you don't have ttte

|
ba^^af

t| . 
the meal — dessert To remedy this problem, wc. have taken the daunting task of f , ^ l ^ r o s t * * , r " n t s 

feature reasonably priced entrees that leave room in your stomach and your wallet for dessert. If nothing 
else, these restaurants are worth visiting, even if you Just order dessert 

Emily's Pantry and Cafe serves comfort food for cheap 
by Emily Holcombe 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

I hadn't heard a lot about Emily's 
before visiting it, but it's hard to 
resist a restaurant that shares my 
name. I had two reasons for initially 
wanting to try Emily's Pantry and 
Cafe: the name and the prospect of 
enjoying a cheap dessert. As it turns 
out, there are a lot of other good 
reasons as well. 

Emily's Pastry 
and Cafe 

Overall: • • • 
Atmosphere: • • • 

Food: • • • • 
Service: • • 

Value: • • • • 
(out of five) 

a miniature vase full of tiny, colorful 
fresh flowers, and there are displays 
of handmade dishware throughout 
the room. The side of the restaurant 
facing the street is entirely glass, 
which, combined with the yellow 
walls, makes the restaurant bright 
and cheerful. 

Emily's features counter service 
and a station where customers fill 
their own drinks, eliminating the 
usual hassle of waiting for a server 
to bring drink refills. Service at the 
counter is not especially friendly, 
and the cashier even disappeared 
for long periods of time into the 
kitchen. He was, however, helpful in 
making suggestions and explaining 
the menu. 

Emily's is located close to cam-
pus in a shopping center on West 
Alabama just a couple blocks from 
Kirby. The restaurant is small, and 
the storefront is fairly nondescript. 
The inside, however, is significantly 
better looking. The restaurant con-
sists of one room, which is painted 
bright yellow and set up with many 
small wooden tables. Each table has 

EMILY'S PASTRY AND CAFE 
Location: 
2320 West Alabama St. 

Phone: (713) 874-1114 

Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Sat: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sun: Closed 
Price Range: $6 $ 10 

Specials: 
Daily lunch special 

Emily's menu primarily features 
a variety of sandwiches, soups and 
salads. It also offers dinner options 
for customers to take home; a lunch 
special that comes with an entree 
that changes daily, a side dish, a 
dessert, and a drink; and a special 
foccacia pizza of the day. 

I ate a sandwich made with 
smoked turkey, sliced apple, Muen-
ster cheese and spicy chipotle 
mayonnaise on homemade bread. 
The sandwich combines unexpected 
ingredients and the contrasting 
spice in the mayonnaise pairs with 
the crunchy sweetness of the apples 
surprisingly well. I also tried the 
chicken pot pie, which has a flaky 
and delicious crust. 

The highlight of the meal, how-
ever, was the red velvet cupcake I 
ate for dessert. Red velvet cake is 
a southern treat made with cocoa 
flavoring and a lot of red food col-
oring. The cupcakes at Emily's are 
dense, moist and incredibly sweet. 
The white icing is rich and thick, 
but the small size of the cupcake 
prevents the sweetness from becom-
ing overwhelming. Disappointing in 
comparison is the bread pudding 
with Ameretto sauce, which is too 
bland and chewy. 

The dessert menu is small, with 
chocolate fudge cake, lemon poppy 

i t i S S P i P 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

The counter service at Emily's might leave you hanging while you try to order 
your meal. 

seed cake, gelato, sorbet and cookies 
as the other options. 

Besides the cheerful atmosphere 
and the delicious dessert, pricing is 
Emily's other major selling point. 
Sandwiches cost between $6 and 
$8 and come with your choice of the 
daily soup or side salad — the list 
includes pasta salads, fruit salads 

and potato salads. Desserts are all 
less than $3. 

Unfortunately, Emily's is not open 
for dinner on Saturdays and only 
until 7 p.m. the rest of the week. But 
its close location, inexpensive food, 
casual setting and quick counter 
service make it an ideal lunch choice 
for Rice students. 

Ruggles' desserts surpass even the highest expectations 
by Emily Holcombe 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

You've probably passed by Ruggles Cafe 
Bakery in the village a million times. You've 
probably even eaten a meal or two there. But 
you have no idea how great this place is until 
you've tried its desserts. 

Ruggles Cafe Bakery 

Overall: • • • * 
Atmosphere: • • • 

Food: • • • • 
Service: 

Value: 
(out of five) 

But let's not get ahead of ourselves. The 
Ruggles menu starts with a wide selection 
of salads, soups, sandwiches and pastas. I 
especially like the tomato basil soup and the 
grilled chicken wrap, but many other salads 
and sandwiches are delicious and m a j e with 
creative combinations of ingredients. The 
downside is that the menu is fairly pricy; salads 
cost anywhere between $6 and $14, sandwiches 
all cost just less than $10, and almost all pastas 
cost more than $10. 

While the lunch and dinner menu at Ruggles 
features some simple and well-made dishes, 
nothing beats the bakery. For those who can-
not always afford a full meal at Ruggles, eating 
just dessert is a great, less expensive choice. 
Deserts all cost $5.95, and the menu is long and 
varied. Ruggles offers such inventive dishes 
as white chocolate bread pudding, chocolate 
creme brulee cheesecake, key lime tart, tres 
leches and domino cake with ice cream. The 
bakery also serves a variety of muffins, scones 
and cookies, and a selection of coffees and teas 
to complement the baked goods. 

The desserts are simply amazing. The choc-

olate truffle cake with grand mariner mousse 
is a slice of rich chocolate cake surrounding a 
center of light, sweet mousse. The creme brulee 
is simple and rich, while the white chocolate 
bread pudding is a more original creation that 
is tasty and sweet. The vanilla bean parfait is a 
tart filled with a runny vanilla-flavored cream 
and topped with fresh raspberries. The rasp-
berries add both tart flavor and bright color to 
the sugary pastry. 

Besides the wonderful taste, it is obvious 
that the chefs put a lot of effort into the pre-
sentation. Raspberry and mango puree are 
drizzled on every dessert plate, and the sauces 
complement each dessert differently. Many 
desserts are beautifully topped with whipped 
cream and ice cream. 

When eating dessert at Ruggles, be sure 
to try the coffee. 1 like the plain house coffee, 
which is smooth and strong. The fancier flavors 
of coffee — mocha, caramel macchiato, cap-
puccino, cafe au lait, to name a few—come with 
a chocolate-covered spoon and a cookie. 

Ruggles' desserts are somewhat upscale, 
but the atmosphere is still casual. A remodel-
ing completed about two months ago brought 
extra tables and a more open feel to the dining 

Ruggles' desserts are presented beautifully and prepared creatively. 
MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

room. Hie decor features tables made of dark 
wood, a counter where customers can place 
their orders, a large window that added bright-
ness to the room and a small patio. 

Ruggles can be bustling with small ch ildren on 
some nights, but on others, the scene is quieter 

and more conducive to lounging or studying. 
The lunch and dinner menu feature some 

unique and delicious entrees, but the desserts 
are the real reason to eat at Ruggles. And 
there's jiothing wrong with going out to eat 
every once in a while to just order dessert 

Limited choices hinder Andre's universal appeal 
by Danny Blanco 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

RUGGLES CAFE BAKERY 
Location: 2365-A Rice Blvd. 
Cross street: Morningside Dr. 
Phone: (713) 520-6662 
Hours: 
Sun - Thurs: 10:30 a.m.-lO p.m. 
Fri - Sat: 10:30 a.m.- l l p?m. 
Price Range: $7 $ 13 
Specials: 
Daily specials 

From time to time, everyone should succumb 
to their cravings for a mouthwatering slice of pie 
or chocolate cake. Inside the friendly confinesof 
Andre's Pastry Shop and Cafe, you can indulge 
in both decadent bakery-style desserts and 
passable, sophisticated lunch fare. 

The interior, with its soft lighting, paintings 
of French cafes and lightly stained wooden 
walls, provides a low-key atmosphere. Best of 
all, Andre's is not afraid to show off its goods 
— baked goods that is. The pastry shop, full of 
a wide variety of tempting cakes, chocolates and 
other desserts like tiramisu and eclairs, is the 
first thing you see when you walk in. 

At 12:30 p.m. on a Tuesday afternoon, 
Andre's is filled with the soft chatter of cus-
tomers. However, it is worth mentioning that 
most of them probably remember the Truman 
administration. 

With a limited menu, lunch and breakfast 
seem to be an afterthought. Furthermore, sev-
eral of the items, such as spinach and quiche 
Ijorraine, do not cater to picky eaters, but to those 
with a more "sophisticated" palate. I settled on 
the balsamic chicken sandwich, which arrived 

before I had time to finish the rolls served at 
the beginning of the meal. I am not sure why 
I finished them, however, because they were 
cold and hard. The chicken, tender and relatively 
juicy, is complemented well by a mixture of 
mayonnaise and various herbs and spices. 

Andre's Pastry 
Shop and Cafe 

Overall: • • • 
Atmosphere: • • • 

Food: • • • 
Service: • • • • 

Value: • • • 
(out of five) 

letdown. It lacks flavor and the lime masks any 
trace of coconut. The crust is tolerable but not 
memorable. The mango mousse, however, is 
a different experience — it bursts with mango 
flavor. The sweet, soft, spongy crust blends 
well with the creamy mousse. However, I am 
not a big fan of the thin layer of jelly topping 
that garnishes the pie. 

The value at Andre's is reasonable. Most 
entrees are under $12, come with an assortment 
of food and, most importantly, fill you up. 

The best thing about Andre's is that each 
entree comes with a tea or coffee, a salad and 
a dessert. And, rather than making a critical 
dessert decision based only on a fluffy menu 
description, servers bring out the dessert 
choices on a tray so your eyes and stomach 
make a more informed decision. 

On my server's recommendation, I chose 
a lime-coconut pie and also ordered a mango 
mousse pie to go. The lime-coconut is a big 

ANDRE'S PASTRY SHOP AND CAFE 
Location: 
2515 River Oaks Blvd. 

Phone: (713) 524-3863 

Hours: 
Mon Sat: 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 

Price Range: $8 $ 15 

Specials: 
New lunch special every day 
Web site: 
www.andrespastryshopandcafe.com 

http://www.andrespastryshopandcafe.com
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Amber 
Obermeyer 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary ~ 

Restrict the NCAA 
With a crowd of 18,407 for its homecoming game 

against Fresno State University, the football team has 
escaped the chopping block ... again. 

When the NCAA proposed 
new rules for Division I-A uni-
versities in 2002, Rice comfort-
ably satisfied all of the require-
ments except the rule necessi-
tating an average of 15,000 fans 
at home football games. 

In 2003, Rice had an average 
paid attendance of 15,461 fans 
for its five games at Rice Sta-
dium, but a University of Texas 
fan-laden Reliant Stadium crowd 
of 45,764 boosted Rice's season-long figure to 20,512. 
This year, without the hordes of Houston-based UT fans 
to boost the numbers. Rice has averaged 17,652 on the 
strength of a season-opening crowd of 28,726 against 
the University of Houston at Reliant. The three games 
at Rice Stadium, however, have only drawn an average 
of 13,961 fans. And these numbers reflect the paid at-
tendance reported in box scores, not the actual butts-in-
seats figure that universities must report to the NCAA 

Consequently, had it been played at Rice Stadium, we 
would have needed a crowd near the 15,000 mark for the 
Nov. 27 season finale against Louisiana Tech university 
to meet the required season average. Furthermore, the 
game will be between two teams which have limited alum-
ni bases and which almost certainly will have no chance of 
playing a bowl game. On Thanksgiving weekend. 

Because the Athletic Department moved the La. 
Tech game to Reliant, though, the at tendance for that 
game does not matter. Only one off-campus h o m e 
game counts toward the at tendance requirement . 

So we are safe ... for now. At least until next year, 
when the home schedule includes nei ther UH nor UT 
but instead small, private schools — again, limited 
alumni bases — such as Tulane and Tulsa. 

But that 's not the point. 
Instead of focusing on whether or not Rice will 

satisfy the NCAA's latest convoluted rules, we should 
ask why home football attendance is even the NCAA's 
business at all. When it instituted these requirements, 
the NCAA took an even more active role in determining 
which institutions can participate in Division I-A and 
which cannot. Although Rice has its own concerns with 
the attendance requirement, most of the universities 
potentially affected are concentrated in the Sun Belt 
Conference and the Mid-American Conference. And 
that 's where attendance requirements should rest — at 
the conference level. If one member of a conference 
were to fall behind the others either competitively or in 
peripheral aspects such as attendance, the conference 
should evaluate whether or not that member continues 
to meet its standards. These particular conferences 
are at the bottom of the Division I-A pecking order and 
naturally have lower attendance than, say, the Big 12 
Conference or the Southeastern Conference. 

Who are these schools hurting, then, by remaining 
in Division IA? Not the universities in more powerful 
conferences, which are under no obligation to play these 
teams, especially since the NCAA nins no championship 
tournament for college football. Not the conferences, 
since the attendance-starved teams' conferences are 
composed of similar, bottom-of-Division-I-A schools. So 
only the universities themselves could be negatively 
affected by continuing to pour resources, both monetary 
and otherwise, into competing in Division I-A And that is 
a question for the university to evaluate, as Rice did last 
spring, not the NCAA. 

The NCAA should focus on running champion-
ships and leave the policing to the conferences and the 
institutions themselves. Certainly, different universi-
ties would adopt different s tandards for what makes a 
successful football program. Sort ol like how universi-
ties adopt different s tandards for what constitutes a 
successful French department or fund-raising drive. 

But 'the NCAA' is not some abstract, vague entity, 
but rather a body composed of current and former ad-
ministrators from its member institutions. So universi-
ties, and in particular their presidents, have constructed 
Big Brother rules, implying that other universities 
cannot decide what is best for themselves on their own. 

A sad statement about U.S. higher education indeed. 

Amber Obermeyer is a Baker College junior and sports 
editor. 

Soccer makes NCAA debut tonight 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e soccer t eam reaped t h e rewards 
of i ts o u t s t a n d i n g s e a s o n Monday , 
receiving the first NCAA tou rnamen t 
bid in the p r o g r a m ' s four-year his tory 
despi te a 2-0 loss to Southern Methodis t 
University in Sunday 's Wes te rn Athletic 
Confe rence final. 

"I think my mouth was open for 10 
minutes," senior defender Caitlin Currie 
said. "It's like a roller coaster because 
you think you're finished and you think 
you're never going to play again, and 
then it's like, 'Oh, by the way, you play 
next weekend. '" 

T h e NCAA placed the Owls in a four-
team regional hosted by Texas A&M 
University in College Station. Rice (14-4-3) 
faces Illinois (13-5-2) tonight at 5 p.m., 
with A&M (17-5) facing Southland Confer-
ence tournament champion Texas State 
University (13-9) at 8 p.m. T h e winners 
will play Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 

Illinois finished fourth in the Big Ten 
Conference during the regular season and 
features a 4-3-3 formation the Owls have 
already faced against several conference 
opponents. 

"With some of the injuries and ill-
nesses we have right now, actually a 
4-3-3 is what we'd prefer to play right 
now," head coach Chris Huston said. 
"It's actually a good thing, because I 
think we're going to be able to match 
up better than in a 4-4-2." 

The Illini are led by Canadian national 
team goalkeeper Leisha Alcia and senior 
forward Tara Hurless, a U.S. under-21 
national team player who holds the Il-
linois record lor career game-winning 
goals. Illinois received an at-large bid 
after losing to Penn State, seeded second 
in the NCAA tournament, in the Big Ten 
semifinals. T h e 64-team field is made up 

m 

COURTESY JEN COOPER 

Sophomore midfielder Maria Fadooi (left) approaches a loose ball in the SMU penalty area in 
Sunday's Western Athletic Conference championship match. Rice lost the game but received 
an at-large bid to the NCAA tournament and will play Illinois tonight at 5 p.m. at Texas A&M 

of 29 conference tournament winners 
and 35 at-large selections. In Division I, 
306 schools offer women's soccer. 

Southern Methodist University earned 
the WAC's automatic bid to the tourna-
ment with its fourth consecutive con-
ference title, dominat ing the Owls in 
Sunday's rain-delayed final in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. After the eight-hour llight back to 
Houston, Huston, assistant coach Nicky 
Thrasher and several players gathered 
at Huston 's house to watch Monday 's 
NCA*\ tournament selection show on 
ESPNEWS. 

"When we saw Rice go up on the board, 
everybody just screamed," Huston, who 
had already won her second WAC Coach 
of the Year award in four seasons, said. 

"I was teary-eyed, ... but everybody else 
just screamed and started high-fiving. 
Then everybody was on their cell phone. 
We had nine people, every one on the 
cell phone." 

Huston said she did not think the 
team's chances to make the tournament 
were good, especially since the best win 
on Rice's schedule — a 1-0 win over St. 
Louis University, which is ranked eighth in 
the Central Region by Soccer Buzz maga-
zine — became less impressive when St. 
Louis lost to Alabama-Birmingham in the 
Conference-USA final. 

"I started to think, 'Maybe it's just 
not going to go our way,"' Huston said. 
"St. Louis is our significant win to get us 

See SOCCER page 17 

Martei edges Hanszen, makes playoffs 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER STAFF 

Sid Richardson secured the top seed 
and Martei qualified for the playoffs with 
Powderpuff victories last weekend. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 
ROUNDUP 

In Sunday ' s winner-take-all g a m e 
for the four th and final playoff spot, 
Martei (5-3) recorded a 12-7 win over 
Hanszen (3-4). Hanszen led early, though, 
as f reshman running back Rachel Greff 
scored on a 59-yard touchdown run to 
give her team a 7-0 lead midway through 
the first quarter. 

The game then turned into a defensive 
struggle; th rough th ree quarters , the 
teams combined loronly 190 yards of total 
offense. That changed quickly, however, 
when Marvel sophomore receiver Dina 
Abdelsamad caught a 78-yard touchdown 
pass early in the fourth quarter, cutting 
Hanszen's lead to 7-6. Martei head coach 
Brian Gibson, a resident associate, elected 
to go for a two-point conversion after 
Abdelsamad's touchdown even though 
Martei trailed by one. 

"Everyone had spoken about how good 
| Hanszen's] defense was and how it was 

almost impossible to move the ball against 
them," Ciibson said. "We have a number 
of formations, and we went through every 
single one of them until we managed to 
find a couple that we thought we might 
be able to get a few yards on. I went for 
two after the first touchdown because I 
honestly didn't think we'd get down close 
enough to get another shot — that 's a 
tribute to their defense." 

The Martei defense forced Hanszen 
to punt on its ensuing possession, giving 
Mattel 's offense the ball with more than 
four minutes remaining in the fourth 
quarter and a playoff berth at stake. With 
less than two minutes left in the game, a 
Hanszen pass interference call nullified 
what would have been a game-saying stop 
on fourth-and-two. Three plays later, soph-
omore hal lback/wide receiver Elizabeth 
Pollard caught a 23-yard pass that gave 
Martei the ball on the Hanszen 3. 

After a spike to stop the clock and iwo 
incomplete passes, Martei faced fourth-
and-goal with 19 seconds remaining and 
no t imeouts left. Hanszen was again 
flagged for pass interference, nullifying 
an incomplete pass in the end zone that 
would have sealed the Hanszen victory. 
Pollard caught a 2-yard touchdown pass 
on the next play to give Martei a 12-7 lead 
with 14 seconds left. 

After a Martei penalty, Hanszen had its 
own last chance at midfield for the final 

play of the game, but Martei intercepted 
senior quar te rback Cindy Berning to 
seal its victory. 

Hanszen's defensive unit allowed only 
194 yards of total offense and held Martei 
to 5 of 10 third-down conversions, but 
M artel's defense was even better. Outside 
of Greff s touchdown run, Hanszen gained 
just 60 yards of total offense and never 
established a rhythm offensively. 

'We have a number of 
different formations, and 
we went through every 
single one of them until we 
managed to find a couple 
that we thought we might be 
able to get a few yards on.' 

— Brian Gibson 

Martei head coach 

Whereas Martei had two drives of at 
least 10 plays, Hanszen had only one drive 
of more than four plays and did not convert 
on any of its six third downs, and Martei 
ran 44 plays on offense to Hanszen's 29. 

See POWDERPUFF, page 15 

0 W L 0 0 K - T H E W E E K I N S P O R T S 

Friday 1 1 / 1 2 5 p .m. 

Sat 1 1 / 1 3 

Sunday 1 1 / 1 4 

7 p .m. 

1 0 a .m . 

1 : 3 0 p.m. 

Soccer NCAA tournament vs. Illinois (College Station) 
First 100 students with ID receive free admission. 

Women's BBall preseason WNIT vs. McNeese State (Autry Court) 

Women's Cross Country at District VI Championships (Waco) 
Men s Cross Country at NCAA South Centra! Championships (Waco) 

Soccer NCAA tournament (If advancing) vs. A&M/Texas State (College Station) 
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
the Ricc Thresher Layout h\ Stephen Whillield 

Lady Owls open WNIT 
tonight with McNeese 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

The women's basketball team will 
begin this season the same way it 
ended the last one: in the Women's 
National Invitation Tournament. 
Despite entering the post-season 
WNIT last year as the tournament's 
sixth-best team in terms of RPI, a 
scheduling controversy forced the 
Lady Owls to go on the road for both 
their first- and second-round games. 
Rice lost at UNLV in the second round 
and looks for a better WNIT experi-
ence this year. 

' We're excited about 
playing these teams [in 
the NIT] because it's an 
amazing opportunity 
for the program to get 
recognized nationally.' 

— I^auren Neaves 
Sophomore forward 

Rice opens the preseason WNIT 
tonight at 7 p.m. at Autry Court 
against McNeese State University, 
which lost to the University ofTexas-
San Antonio in the first round of the 
Southland Conference tournament 
a year ago. 'Hie Lady Owls did not 
play the Cowgirls last year, but Rice 
did play Sam Houston State, Ste-
phen F. Austin and Texas State, all 
of which finished within two games 
of McNeese State in the Southland 
Conference standings. Rice went 3-0 
against those teams, winning those 
games by an average of 24 points. 
McNeese State, which returns all 
five of its starters from last year, also 
went undefeated in its games against 
those Southland Conference teams, 
winning its five such games by an 
average of 10.6 points. 

Should the Lady Owls win, they 
would play the winner of tonight's 
game between Saint Mary's College 
and 24th-ranked University of Arizona 
Sunday. Arizona is one of five teams 
in the pre-season WNIT field that 

2004-'05 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
November 6 UTEP (WAC) 
12 McNeese State (WNIT) 8 Boise State (WAC) 
14 WNIT Quarterfinals * 13 Tulsa (WAC) 
17-18 WNIT Semifinals* 20 Fresno State (WAC) 
19 Stephen F. Austin 22 Nevada (WAC) 
20-21 WNIT Final * 27 Hawaii (WAC) 
22 Texas Tech 29 San Jose State (WAC) 
26 Auburn A 

27 Xavier (Ohio)/ W. Illinois A February 
30 Baylor 3 Boise State (WAC) 

5 UTEP (WAC) 
December 12 Tulsa (WAC) 
3 Monmouth (!) 17 Nevada (WAC) 
4 Kent State/ TSU (!) 19 Fresno State (WAC) 
17 Texas State 24 San Jose State (WAC) 
23 Rhode Island 26 Hawaii (WAC) 
30 SMU (WAC) 

March 
January 3 Louisiana Tech (WAC) 

Louisiana Tech (WAC) 5 
8-12 

SMU (WAC) 
WAC Tournament 

* If necessary 
A Provident Bank Xavier (Ohio) Invitational 
(!) Gene Hackerman Rice Invitational 
(WAC) denotes a Western Athletic Conference game 
BOLD denotes a home game at Autry Court 

played in the NCAA tournament last 
spring, though the Wildcats lost in 
the first round to Michigan State. 
Also in Rice's half of the 16-team 
bracket is lOth-ranked Ohio State, 
which lost in the second round of the 
2004 tournament. Sixth-ranked Duke 
and lOth-ranked Notre Dame, which 
lost in the Elite Eight and Sweet 16 of 
last year's tournament, respectively, 
are on the other side of the bracket 
and cannot meet Rice until the WNIT 
championship. 

"We've definitely taken a look at 
the teams that are in there, and that 
just makes us more excited to see that 
we're put in with these high-caliber 
teams and that they associate us with 
this kind of talent and competition," 
sophomore forward Lauren Neaves 
said. "We're excited about playing 
these teams because it's an amaz-
ing opportunity for the program to 
get recognized nationally. If we do 
well, that should definitely open the 
NCAA [selection committee's) eyes 
to what a good team we have here 
this year." 

Beyond the WNIT, the Lady Owls 
will play a challenging non-confer-
ence schedule, with road games 
against 12th-ranked Texas Tech 
University Nov. 22 and 8th-ranked 
Baylor University Nov. 30. Last year, 
the Bears beat Rice 79-55 at Autry 
Court, and the Lady Owls stumbled to 
a 3-6 non-conference record, includ-
ing 0-6 against teams outside of the 
Southland Conference, which ranked 
last among 32 Division I Conferences 
in RPI last year. 

"We do have a challenging 
schedule early," head coach Cristy 
McKinney said. "I don't think it's as 
tough as it was last year — I think it 
was a little too much last year. But 
we have some winnable games and 
we have some games — all of them 
are winnable — but we have some 
games that we know we're going 
to be really challenged and pushed, 
and I think that's going to be really 
good for us." 

Though the Owls struggled early 
last year, two of their losses were to 
Louisiana State University and Stan-
ford University, both of which were 
top-10 teams throughout last season. 
Rice's inability to hold a 10-point 

See WNIT, page 18 

ANNA WHITM1RE THRESHFR 

Sophomore forward Samantha Stovall controls a loose ball in a scrimmage Sunday against EVl.net Sports. Rice opens its 
season in the preseason Women's National Invitation Tournament tonight against McNeese State at Autry Court at 7 p.m. 

Five freshmen join nine returnees in 
quest for second NCAA appearance 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a preseason marked with 
firsts — two players named pre-
season first team all-Western Ath-
letic Conference, two first-place 
votes in the preseason WAC coaches' 
poll, three consecutive second-place 
conference finishes — the women's 
basketball team hopes the mark of 
its postseason will be a second: a 
bid to the NCAA tournament, its 
first since 2000. 

The Lady Owls return four start-
ers and nine letter-winners from the 
team that advanced to the Women's 
National Invitation Tournament, the 
program's fifth postseason appear-
ance in seven years last season. WAC 
coaches named two of those return-
ing starters, senior forward Michelle 
Woods and sophomore forward 
Lauren Neaves, to their preseason 
all-conference team. Rice was the 
only school to have two players on 
the five-person squad. 

For the fourth consecutive season, 
the conference's coaches picked the 
Lady Owls to finish second in the 
WAC, but the Lady Owls notably 
received two first-place votes in this 
year's poll. In the poll, coaches rank all 
teams besides their own, so ostensi-
bly Rice's lone first place vote the last 
three years has come from Louisiana 
Tech University head coach Kurt 
Budke, whose Lady Techsters have 
won the WAC's regular season and 
conference tournament since joining 
in 2001-'02.Thisyear, though, at least 
one WAC coach picked Rice to finish 
ahead of La. Tech. 

"I do think we've gained a little bit 
of respect over the past several years," 
head coach Cristy McKinney said. 
T h i s year, maybe we've had more 
than we've ever had — I think people 
are aware of Rice. I think people are 
looking at the NIT brackets like we 
are, and some of those teams are 
saying, 'OK, what do we have to do 
to beat Rice?' It's not like we're just 

Wee and they're going to get that 
win — I don't think that perception 
is out there anymore." 

'This year ... we've had 
more [respect] than 
we've ever had — I 
think people are aware 
of Rice.' 

— Cristy McKinney 
Head coach 

Neaves and Woods ranked sec-
ond and third on the team in points 
per game last year with 10.2 and 9.5, 
respectively, but the Lady Owls' lead-
ing scorer, guard Lindsey Maynard, 
exhausted her eligibility. McKinney 
said the Owls will replace Maynard's 
vocal leadership by committee. 

"We have some leaders by ex-
ample that do a great job," McKinney 
said. "Nobody practices any harder 
than Michelle; [sophomore guard) 
Krystal Frazier has been tremen-
dous with her effort and intensity in 
practice every day. We don't have a 
lot of vocal people, and we're work-
ing on that." 

Maynard was also Rice's most 
consistent outside shooter, knocking 
down 44.1 percent of her field-goal 
attempts. Junior guard Amber Cun-
ningham, another returning starter 
for the I>ady Owls, leads all returning 
guards who saw significant minutes 
with a shooting percentage of 32.4. 
Frazier, who started at point guard 
at the beginning of last season, 
showed flashes of brilliance, hitting 
five of eight shots, including all four 
of her three-point attempts, on the 
road against Nevada last year, but 
struggled with her consistency. 

Junior guard Rosyland Jeffries 
did not make any starts last year 
but also had breakout games offen-

sively, including two late second-half 
baskets in a narrow 44-40 home win 
over UTEP. McKinney said she also 
expects to replace Maynard's out-
side shooting with its host of young 
guards. 

"A couple of the freshmen have 
shot it well," McKinney said. "Krystal 
Frazier we've moved to the two guard 
from the point She seems a lot more 
relaxed, and a lot more confident and 
comfortable and has been shooting 
the ball well. We've shot a lot in the 
preseason and since we started 
practice because we knew that was 
a weakness — knocking down the 
outside shots. It's not going to come 
from one or two people — I think 
it's going to come from the team 
collectively." 

After Frazier struggled with turn-
overs early last season, senior guard 
Eshombi Singleton replaced her at 
the point and solidified the Lady Owl 
offense throughout the conference 
season, leading the team with 3.6 as-
sists per game. Junior guard Utrice 
Elder saw significant minutes at the 
point toward the end of the season, 
drawing the assignment of defend-
ing quick opposing guards such as 
Hawaii's Janevia Taylor. 

"Obviously it's Eshombi's position 
right now — she's a senior, she's got 
experience, she knows what we want 
done, she's got a good basketball 
mind," McKinney said. "The one 
that's going to push her the most is 
the freshman, Kadie Riverin — she 
definitely at this time is [Singleton's) 
back-up. Eshombi's going to have to 
be steady and be stable because if 
she's not, Kadie's going to push her. 
That's going to help Eshombi, to 
know that there is somebody back 
there that if she's not ready to play 
every game and practice every day, 
she's going to lose minutes." 

Sophomore forward Samantha 
Stovall averaged just 8.6 minutes per 
game last year, lowest on the team, 
but she played 16 minutes — second 

See BASKETRAIJ„ page 17 
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Women's tennis wins mock dual match 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHEK EDITORIAL STAFF 

SAF1EH NEMAZEE/THRESHER 

Senior outside hitter Undsey Carter spikes the ball In Rice's last home match 
Nov. 4 against UTEP. Rice won to complete a perfect season at home. 

Volleyball eyes NCAA 
tournament selection 

by Scott Selinger 
THRESHER STAFF 

With a 22-3 record, the best in 
program history, the volleyball team 
now shifts its focus toward postsea-
son play. With a win last week over 
the University of Texas-El Paso, 
the Owls not only went undefeated 
at home, but won all 11 matches at 
Autry court three games to none. 
Rice reclaimed the Western Athletic 
Conference Eastern Division title af-
ter a one-year hiatus and, regardless 
of the result of its match tomorrow 
against the University of Tulsa, will 
enter the WAC tournament as the 
No. 2 seed. 

"The second seed is a good place 
to be," assistant coach Melissa Ferris 
said. "But I think we're going to go in 
there ready to show people that we 
should've been first. That's what's 
going to inspire us to play better 
volleyball." 

An Oct. 21 loss at second-ranked 
University of Hawaii is die only blem-
ish on the Owls' WAC record, and the 
second seed guarantees that the Owls 
cannot meet the Rainbow Wahine until 
the conference championship match. 

"We're absolutely stoked about get-
ting the No. 2 seed," sophomore middle 
hitter AmberWeidemann said. "It gives 

us a chance to redeem ourselves in the 
championship game and [getting the 
second seed] betters our chances for 
getting looked at for an at-large bid to 
the NCAA tournament." 

'We've told ourselves 
from the start of the 
season that we would 
be the WAC champs. 
Everything we 've done 
since then has helped 
us prove to ourselves 
that we really do 
deserve to he in that 
championship match.' 

— Amber Wiedemann 
Sophomore middle blocker 

Before the potential rematch with 
Hawaii, though. Rice must first close 
out its regular season tomorrow 
at Tulsa, which the Owls defeated 

See VOLIJCYBALL, page 18 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Men's basketball wins Men \ women's crew 
preseason exhibition finish well in Georgia 

The men's basketball team 
concluded its preseason schedule 
with a 92-68 win over Augustana 
College, a Division II school in 
Sioux Falls, S. I)., Wednesday 
night at Autry Court. Senior for-
ward Michael Harris, the Western 
Athletic Conference preseason 
Player of the Year, led the Owls 
offensively, recording a double-
double with a game-high 25 points 
and 12 rebounds. 

Rice's defense allowed the 
Owls to take a 46-21 lead into 
halftime, but head coach Willis 
Wilson (Will Rice '82) said the 
Owls' defensive effort was not 
as strong in the second half. The 
Vikings actually outscored the 
Owls 47-46 in the second half. For 
the game, Augustana had a 20-7 
advantage in offensive rebounds, 
giving the Vikings opportunities 
for easy second-chance points. 

Sophomore guard Lorenzo 
Williams and sophomore for-
ward Morris Almond came off 
the bench to score 15 and 14 
points, respectively, and senior 
guard Jason McKrieth led all 
players in assists with seven. 
Excell Hardy and Jerald Rich-
ardson scored 11 points each 
to lead Augustana. 

Rice begins its regular season 
Nov. 20 at 3:05 p.m. at Autry Court 
against the University of Mobile, 
an NA1A school. 

— Matt McCabe 

The men's and women's crew 
clubs ended their fall season on 
a high note with a successful 
performance at the Head of 
the Chattahoochee regatta in 
Gainesville, Ga. at the Lake La-
nier Olympic Center Nov. 6. 

Seven teams rowed the 
5,000-meter course for Rice in 
the men's and women's divi-
sions. The men's four-man team 
finished 10th out of 28 teams, 
beating regional rivals Baylor 
University and the University of 
Texas Crew B boat. The men's 
eight-man boat had its strongest 
race of the season as well, fin-
ishing seventh out of 11 teams, 
beating UTs Crew B. 

The women's four-man boat 
came in eighth among 33 teams. 
The team's steady performance 
also allowed it to overcome Bay-
lor and the UT Crew B team. 

The women's eight-man club 
team finished in 19 minutes, 7 
seconds, its best time of the 
season, ahead of Baylor and UT 
Crew B. The women's novice 
four-man team also impressed, 
as it finished 19th out of 38 
teams. 

The crews will attempt to 
carry the momentum from 
their fall campaigns into the 
spring sprint season beginning 
in February, when they host the 
Rice Invitational regatta. 

— Matt McCabe 

The women's tennis team con-
cluded its fall season last weekend 
with a win over the University of 
South Florida in one of its three mock 
dual matches at the Midwest Blast VI 
tournament in Champaign, 111. At the 
event, teams played a mock doubles 
point against one team and a mock 
singles lineup against another team 
each day. Combining the results over 
the three days, the Owls played the 
equivalent of one dual match each 
against the University of Illinois, 
the University of South Alabama and 
South Florida. 

After the teams split the six singles 
matches Friday, Rice's doubles teams 
of junior Blair DiSesa/freshman Domi-
nique Karas and seniorTracie Chong/ 
freshman Kimberley Patenaude won 
their doubles matches against South 
Florida Saturday to give the Owls the 
hypothetical 4-3 victory. 

The Midwest Blast was the first 
exposure to the dual-match format 
for Patenaude, Karas, freshman 
Christine Dao and junior Amy Cao, 
who all joined the team this year. 

"They were wonderful—they were 
very excited about the environment" 
head coach Roger White said. They're 
going to be wonderful additions to that 
kind of format." 

Chong said the dual-match experi-
ence differs from the more subdued 
individual tournaments. 

4Before the spring season 
begins ...we can brush 
up on specific technique 
stuff that we don't have 
time to give as much 
attention to in the rush of 
tournaments.' 

— Roger White 
Head women's tennis coach 

"It's just a different atmosphere," 
Chong said. "It's much more exciting 
to have that bonding. I thought the 
team really came together — I think 
individually we did well but as a team 
we did even better. We supported 
each other, and it was a good start 
to the spring season." 

The Owls also split their singles 
matches against South Alabama, as 
58th-ranked DiSesa, Patenaude and 
Cao won at the first, second and sixth 
positions, respectively, Saturday. Rice 
would have hypothetically lost the 

POWDERPUFF 
From page 13 

Berning completed just 5 of 12 
passes for 24 yards and an intercep-
tion. Greff ran 6 times for 88 yards, but 
most of those came on her touchdown 
run. She ran for only 9 yards in the 
second half. 

In Hanszen's other game last 
weekend, it lost 26-7 to last-place 
Brown (1-7). Hanszen will finish its 
season tomorrow with a make-up 
game against a Jones (2-5) team that 
lost to Will Rice (2-6), 12-6 in double 
overtime. 

With Gibson, who led Sid to an un-
defeated season and the Powderpuff 
championship last year, at the helm. 
Martel improved its record to 5-3, its 
best ever, and clinched its first-ever 
playoff berth. Gibson said his players' 
eagerness to learn contributed to the 
dramatic turnaround. 

"Part of it is trying to make the 
team feel inclusive for everyone and 
to try to rally some emotion from 
them to bring large groups out to 
play," Gibson said. "[You have to] 
make everyone realize that Powder-
puff is not natural for everyone and 
that anyone can learn. This particular 
group has a lot of resolve, and they 
were willing to learn and dedicate 
time to practice." 

In the semifinals, Martel will face 
Sid (8-0), which clinched the No. 1 
seed with a 38-7 victory over Lovett 
(6-2) in the second Powderpuff 
Game of the Week Sunday night. 
Sid took control of the game early 
with two touchdown plays of more 
than 35 yards in the first quarter, 
leading 14-0. 

By the end of the first half, Sid 
had increased its lead to 26-0 with 
two more touchdowns. 

Sophomore quarterback Christi 
Disch led Sid in the first half, completing 
13 of 17 passes for 188 yards and three 
touchdowns. A week after Wiess (6-2) 
held herto 56 yards, Sid senior halfback 
Kristin Jefferson rushed for 58 yards 
and a touchdown on six carries and 
caught three passes for 74 yards and a 
touchdown in the first half. 

Conversely, Lovett senior quar-
terback Elizabeth Coble completed 
1 of 10 passes for 5 yards in the first 
half. Sophomore halfback Tessa Bar-
ron fared no better, rushing 3 times 
for 8 yards. Lovett had no first downs 
in the first half. 

Lovett improved offensively in 
the second half, as its first drive of 
the third quarter went 10 plays and 
55 yards to the Sid 10. The drive 
consumed almost the entire third 
quarter, but Lovett's comeback bid 
ended when it failed to score. Sid 
sealed the victory with its subsequent 
95-yard touchdown drive. 

dual match, though, because DiSesa 
and Dao were the only Owl pair to win 
its doubles match Sunday. 

Host Illinois swept its three 
doubles matches against Rice Fri-
day, but Chong, Patenaude and Dao 
rebounded to win at the second, 
third and fourth singles spots Sun-
day. DiSesa lost at the top spot, but 
Cao led Anastasia Sokolova when 
the fifth and sixth singles matches 
were suspended. 

"It was a good performance to end 
the fall and give them a sense of what 
dual match competition is about," 
White said. "Before the spring season 
begins [Jan. 22 against Lamar J, we're 
going to do some individual work. We 
can brush up on specific technique 
stuff that we don't have the time to 
give as much attention to in the rush 
of tournaments." 

Chong said the freshmen have 
already impacted the team and should 
help the Owls pursue their goal of 
winning their first Western Athletic 
Conference tide. 

"They've matured a lot in their 
games," Chong said. "They train 
really hard, and it showed in their 
performance this weekend. I think 
we're going to have a really good team 
in the spring. We're lookingto win the 
conference championship and get to 
the NCAA tournament — I think we 
have a very good chance this year." 

Though Lovett's offense improved 
in the second half, its defense 
still could not contain Sid's explo-
sive offense. Despite running just 
13 plays, Sid gained 163 yards in the 
second half. Disch completed all 
seven of her passes for 73 yards and 
a touchdown, giving her 261 yards 
and four touchdowns on 20-24 passing 
for the game. 

"She was near perfect" Jefferson 
said. "It was just awesome. She was 
throwing great balls today, making awe 
some choices. When we weren't there, 
she knew to run. It was just perfect." 

Jefferson also led Sid offensively 
with 132 rushing yards and two 
touchdowns on 9 carries. 

With its win, Sid finishes the 
regular season in first place for the 
second straight season and improves 
its winning streak to 19 games. In 
Sunday's 7 p.m. semifinal, Sid will 
play Martel, which it defeated 25-7 
earlier in the season. 

"Martel's a great team," Sid head 
coach and Resident Associate Dan 
McMasters said. "There's a reason 
they're in the playoffs. They won a lot 
of games this year because they have 
a lot of great athletes, and we just have 
to come prepared for the game." 

Despite its loss, Lovett (6-2) 
will play in the other semifinal at a 
time to be announced against sec-
ond-seeded Wiess, which cruised 
past Baker (2-6) 32-0 last weekend. 
During the regular season, Wiess 
edged Lovett 12-6 in a dramatic, 
triple-overtime game. 

Freshman Flag Football 
Sid edged Wiess for the second 

time this season in the freshman 
flag football championship game 
Nov. 5. After a 13-6 victory earlier in 

the season, Sid's extra-point conver-
sion was the difference in its 7-6 
ch ampionship-game victory. Sid quar-
tei back Aaron Taffet, who threw for 
seven touchdowns and ran for three 
more, was named the season MVP. 

Freshman Basketball 
Jones, which finished in second 

place in the American Basketball 
Association, edged National Basket-
ball League champion Wiess 32-25 
in Tuesday's freshman basketball 
semifinal. In the final, Jones will play 
Lovett, which defeated Hanszen in the 
other semifinal Wednesday. 

Open Ultimate 
Will Rice (3-1) clinched a playoff 

spot with a pair of victories this week: 
9-1 over Martel (0-4) Wednesday 
and 6-4 against Baker (2-1) Tuesday. 
Brown (3-0) edged Sid (1-3) by a 
point Tuesday but still must either 
beat Baker (2-1) or lose by one point 
to earn the second playoff spot from 
the Wham-0 League. Elsewhere in 
the Wham-0 League, Sid rolled to 
a 9-2 victoiy over Martel (0-3) in a 
game between two previously win-
less teams. 

The GSA clinched the Discraft 
League title with its victories over 
Jones (1-2) and Hanszen (1-2) 
Nov. 4. 

Men's Volleyball 
Martel and the GSA, each the 

champion of its respective regular-
season league, advanced to the 
men's volleyball championship 
match with semifinal victories earlier 
this week. The GSA beat Jones in 
straight sets, 25-19, 25-18, Tuesday 
while Martel defeated Will Rice 
25-18, 25-19 on Monday. 

The Canterbury Association at Rice invites you 
to a Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service and 

Dinner 

Sunday, November 21 

5:00 PM 
Autry House 

(across Main St. from Lovett College) 

Dinner will be held in the Parish Hall immediately 
following the service. 
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Football looks to end losing 
streak at 23rd-ranked UTEP 

by Adam Tabakin 
THRESHER STAFF 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Sophomore halfback Quinton Smith tries to escape a Fresno State defender in Saturday's Western 
Athletic Conference game at Rice Stadium. Rice lost 52-21 despite 166 yards and a touchdown 
from Smith. The Owls' season continues tomorrow against 23rd-ranked UTEP in El Paso at 8 p.m. 

The football team returns to the road, where 
the Owls are winless this year, to face the Uni-
versity of Texas-El Paso tomorrow in hopes of 
redeeming its disappointing season. 

Rice (3-6,24 Western Athletic Conference) 
enters on a four-game losing streak, having 
lost six of its last seven contests. After win-
ning just six games in the last three seasons 
combined, 23rd-ranked UTEP (6-2, 4-1) has 
won five games in a row this year under new 
head coach Mike Price. 

Whereas the Owls lost 52-21 Saturday to 
Fresno State University at Rice Stadium, the 
Miners beat the Bulldogs last month 24-21 on 
the road. UTEP's only two losses this year were 
to 20th-ranked Arizona State and 14th-ranked 
Boise State. 

"I'm eager to go to El Paso, a team that's play-
ing as hot as any team, a team who has defeated 
Fresno at Fresno," head coach Ken Hatfield said. 
"There will be a great crowd there and great 
excitement ... They're a good, solid team, a 
team ranked in the Top 25—to beat them would 
mean an awful lot to our team and to our seniors, 
and that's what we're planning to do." 

Despite failing to reach 300 yards rushing 
in any of its last four games, Rice still leads the 
country in rushing offense with 311.4 yards 
per game. The Owls must execute offensively 
to outscore the Miners, who have averaged 
40.4 points during their current winning streak. 

While Rice crushed UTEP last year 45-14 
at home, the Owls lost 38-35 to the Miners in 
the teams' 2002 meeting in El Paso on a 59-yard 
field goal with 11 seconds left. 

Junior linebacker Adam Herrin said the Owls' 
schedule has contributed to their road record. 

"This has been a hard year as far as traveling 
goes with one game on the East Coast [and | two 
on the West Coast," Herrin said. "It's hard to 
come back and be able to adjust. Being on the 
road is tough on your body, and 1 think it's played 
somewhat of a role in our season this year." 

While the Owls expected to compete for the 
WAC championship and a trip to a bowl game be-
fore the season started, the conference's football 
media picked UTEP to finish eighth among the 
WAC'slOteamsdespite the arrival of Price. With 
three weekends left in the conference season 
though, the Miners trail only Bowl Champion-
ship Series contender Boise State, while the 

Owls are tied for seventh in the WAC. 
"You'd like to rally behind pride and hope 

that will be a good enough reason to get up 
and play every week, but when it comes down 
to it, you've got to look inside yourself," senior 
offensive lineman Greg Wilson said. "Really, it's 
gut-checking time — do you feel that you're a 
player enough to get up and play as well and as 
hard as you did in those first two games against 
[Houston] and Hawaii at the end of the season 
when not many things are going your way and 
the chips are stacked against you?" 

Hatfield said the Owls cannot afford to 
fall behind early — as they did last weekend 
when Fresno State cruised to a 21-0 first-
quarter lead — against UTEP's balanced, 
high-powered offense. 

"If you're not able to jump out ahead early in 
a ball game, then you're going to find yourself 
struggling to catch up all the time," Hatfield 
said. "We hope we can slow them down early 
in the ball game until we can figure out what 
we can do offensively." 

Wilson said the chance to redeem the team's 
road record serves as motivation this weekend. 

"In terms of momentum, we don't have any, 
and that could be our biggest drive to go in there 
and win," Wilson said. "Playing on the road is 
always hard, and we haven't won on the road 
yet this season. That's all the more reason to 
get up this week after the tough loss against 
Fresno and play hard against UTEP and do the 
things that we're supposed to do — use our 
fundamentals and hopefully win." 

Hatfield said the team must refocus in order 
to have a chance to win tomorrow. 

"We know we can play better, and we're going 
to play our very best this week — not dwell on 
what went on, but... prepare a game plan to beat 
UTEP," Hatfield said. "If you're a competitor, you 
put what's behind you behind you because you 're 
not going to change the score. You get back up... 
and you get on UTEP and try to come up with a 
way to whip their tails — I think we've got good 
players that will do that." 

After tomorrow's game, Rice has a week 
off before playing Louisiana Tech at Reliant 
Stadium Nov. 27 to end the season. 

"We've just got to regroup," Herrin said. 
"We've got two games left, and we're just go-
ing to be playing for each other, playing for 
our pride, [trying] to salvage what's left of the 
season. It's going to be hard to do, but I've got 
faith in my teammates and our coaches." 

* 

P 

State SBoik homecoming, blows out Owl O s 
tbakin 

dominated Kice ( >-b, ^-4 
Athletic Conference) in 
pect of the game en route 
victorv. 

Hie Owls' fourth loss in a row 
uaranteed them losing season for 
ie third consecutive year, while 
resno State (5-3, 2-3) returned 

season form, when the 
BCS conference schools 
anci Kansas State. 

"I thought this was the Fresno 
team we've seen earlier that had 
defeated Washington on the road and 

) its earh 
3 am route 
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New from 

O R I G I N S 
Loco for cocoa? Get some therapy. Origins has harvested 

' every good-for-yoti part 
of the Cocoa plant, 
including the euphoric 
aroma of natural 
Theobroma Cacao, 
to create five all-new 
Cocoa therapists that 
deliver a kaleidoscope 
of wellness, sensory and 
body-bettering benefits 
as only Origins can. 

Make your appointment 
to experience them all and 
take home a special sample 
of cocoa therapy >< 
Deeply nourishing body butter. 

Ottt to A white latt 

2401 Times Blvd. #100 
Houston, TX 77005 
tel. (71 D942-887C 

Show your valid college 
student ID and receive 
a 10% discount 
on al i products at 
Origins R'oe Villr"" 

Kansas State oo' he road eventiiougi: 
[Fresno State j had three turnovers," 
head coach Ken Hatfield said. "I^ast 
week they finally came together and 
hut out SMU, and 1 was afraid they 

looked like they were hitting on ail 
cylinders again like they did earlier 
in the year." 

With the Nov. 27 season finale 
against La. Tech moved to Reliant 
Stadium, last weekend's game was 
the last at Rice Stadium for the 
18 Owl seniors, who were individually 
recognized before the game. 

"You're able to get up and excited 
for someth ing like this, and you've got 
a lot of emotion running obviously 
because it's the last time, the last 
dance," senior nose guard Jeremy 
Calahan said. "Everybody was ex-
cited before the game, but I guess 
that emotion didn't help." 

Fresno State converted on all five 
of its third downs in the first quarter, 
running a total of 20 plays and scor-
ing three touchdowns. In the period, 
Bulldog quarterback Paul Pinegar 
completed all six of his passes for 
107 yards and two touchdowns. 

"We weren't Joing that bad on the 
run, we just gave up a couple of big 
plays on passes," sophomore bandit 
Chad Price said. 

Rice scored with 1:50 remaining 
in the second quarter on a two-yard 
touchdown run from senior full-
back Ed Bailey. The Owls' 16-play, 
92-yard drive, which consumed 
almost eight minutes of the game 
clock, nonetheless left enough time 
for Fresno State to march 75 yards 
in just 1:22 for another Pinegar 
touchdown pass. The Bulldogs 
regained the game's momentum 
and took a 28-7 halftime lead. 

get to him. anybody's go 
open eventually." 

7Fresno Stale] just 
physically dominated. 
There's nothing you 
can do about that, hut 
sometimes that s the 
way it happens.' 

— Jeremy Calahan 
Senior nose guard 

After Rice went three-and-out on 
its opening possession of the second 
half, Fresno State added a field goal 
to increase its lead to 31-7. Senior 
quarterback Greg Henderson, who 
platooned with freshman starter Joel 
Armstrong, then threw his second 
interception of the game, which 
the Bulldogs' Marcus McCauley re-
turned 63 yards to the Rice one-yard 
line. Two plays later, Fresno State 
added its second rushing touchdown 
of the game, making the score 38-7. 

With Armstrong back at quar-
terback, Rice drove 71 yards on its 
ensuing possession. On fourth down 
at the Fresno nine though, Richard 
Marshall intercepted Armstrong in 

penalties here and there," Calahan 
said, "in the second half, they came 
out with the interception and the punt 
return and this and that — they just 
physically dominated. There's nothing 
you can do about that, but sometimes 
that's the way it happens." 

Rice improved in the fourth quar-
ter, but the 45-point deficit was insur-
mountable. Henderson connected 
with sophomore receiver Andy Hall 
on an 18-yard touchdown pass, and 
sophomore running back Quinton 
Smith evaded Fresno State defenders 
in running 80 yards for a touchdown 
as time expired. Smith's 166 rushing 
yards led the team. Hatfield said the 
52-21 final score indicated the lack of 
competitiveness of the game. 

"()verall the better team won today," 
Hatfield said. They were healthy, they 
were very physical and they controlled 
the line of scrimmage. If you control the 
line of scrimmage on both sides, you're 
usually going to win the game." 

Calahan said playing his last 
game at Rice Stadium helped him 
maintain his intensity despite the 
lopsided score. 

"You just think about all the years 
we put into it," Calahan said. "Every 
summer, every morning getting up, 
every off-season, every practice 
was just running through my mind. 
I never gave up when I was still out 
there, and we were down 52-14, but 
you reflect on it, and it's sad." 
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SOCCER 
From page 13 

in, so I was hoping they would win 
their conference tournament to make 
us look a little better." 

Rice and Illinois each recorded a 
one-goal win over St. Louis, although 
the Owls needed 10 saves from senior 
goalkeeper Lauren Shockley, the 
WAC Player of the Year, for their 
triumph Sept. 24. 

"The St. Louis game is why we got 
into the NCAA tournament," MacAl-
lister said. "That was the biggest win 
of our season. Shockley had one of the 
most amazing games I've ever seen 
her play—it was huge for us . . . . She's 
such a leader from the back." 

Rice played a relatively weak 
non-conference schedule, with only 
3 of its 11 non-conference opponents 
reaching the NCAA tournament. Rice 
beat North Texas and Texas State and 
tied UNLV. Half of the Owls' losses 
on the season, however, came against 
nemesis SMU, including Sunday's 
match in which the Mustangs held a 
6-0 advantage in shots on goal. 

"In order to beat a team like SMU, 
everyone's going to have to come out 
and play their best game," Huston 
said. "For whatever reason, everyone 
didn't come out to play. We had some 
great individual performances, . . . but 
the rest of us had average games. 
We're not going to beat SMU by be-
ing average." 

Rice reached the final with a 
2-1 win over the University ofTexas-El 
Paso Friday in Waipahu, Hawaii. On 
a soggy field, Rice conceded its first 
goal in three weeks and 484 minutes 
to fall behind the Miners in the sixth 
minute. MacAllister brought Rice 
back into the game, however, first by 
serving a corner kick that freshman 
midfielder Samantha Conn headed 
home. MacAllister then fired in the 
rebound of a shot by junior defender 
Erin Droeger to give Wee a 2-1 lead 
after 24 frantic minutes. 

"The keeper came up to make a 

save and punched it out to about the 
six-yard box," MacAllister said. "I just 
followed it in and put it in the upper 
90, left corner." 

The Owls dominated the first half 
but could not add to their lead, while 
UTEP took control in the second 
half and narrowly missed tying the 
match. 

"The weather was unbelievably 
bad," Hus ton said. "At Hawaii 's 
field, I feel whoever is go ing down-
hill is going to dominate the half. 
T h e field is a bit lopsided, and I 
think the first half ... we looked 
really good. In the second half, we 
were mostly defending." 

The weather forced WAC officials 
to cancel Friday's second semifinal, 
between Tulsa and SMU, and re-
schedule it for early the next morning 
on the Hawaii campus instead of the 
Waipio Peninsula Complex, the tour-
nament 's original site. Tulsa, which 
had upset Hawaii on penalty kicks in 
the tournament 's first round, hung 
tough with SMU but lost 1-0, setting 
up a rematch of the 2003 final. 

T h e Owls never found the i r 
rhythm Sunday and conceded two 
goals late in the first half, as they 
did in a 3-2 loss to SMU Oct. 15. 
This time, however, Rice could not 
find its way back into the game. 
SMU forward Olivia O'Rear earned 
MVP honors after scoring two of 
SMU's three goals in the tourna-
ment. Coaches voted f reshman for-
ward Clory Martin and Currie to the 
all-tournament team, Currie 's third 
consecutive such selection. 

"We didn't come out to play on 
Sunday," Currie said. "The seniors, 
and I'd hope the underclassmen, 
were really disappointed. We don't 
want to go out like that. Illinois is a 
good team, but I think we're going 
to come out and play like we should 
have played Sunday and leave it all 
out on the field." 

COLLEGE STATION REGIONAL 
The soccer program received its f irst NCAA tournament berth — an 
at-large selection — in its four-year history this week. The Owls will 
jo in host and ninth-seeded Texas A&M, Illinois and Texas State in a 
four-team regional in College Station tonight and Sunday to determine 
which team advances to the Round of 16. 

While Rice has never faced Ill inois, the Owls lost 4-1 to A&M in the first 
game of their 2 0 0 2 campaign before beating the Aggies 1-0 in a spring 
scrimmage last year. Rice beat Texas State 3-0 earlier th is year. 

1. Texas A&M 

Record: 
17-5 ( 6 1 GF, 2 1 GA) 
Conference 
Big 12 (8-2, first place) 
Best Wins 
3-1 vs. then-No. 10 Texas 
2-1 at then-No. 2 0 Nebraska 
Worst loss 
2-1 vs. Missouri 
Scouting report: 
The Aggies are host ing an NCAA 
regional for the 10th straight 
year after winning their second 
Big 12 tournament champion-
ship in four seasons. 

A&M is led by f reshman forward 
Ashlee Pistorius, who has 17 
goals on the season. 6-foot-2 
goalkeeper Kati Jo Spisak re-
corded seven shutouts. 

Record 
13-9 (58 GF, 4 1 GA) 
Conference 
Southland (8-4, second place) 
Best Wins 
3-2 at UTEP (OT) 

2-1 vs. Tulane 
Worst loss 
2-1 vs. Xavier 
Scouting report: 
The Bobcats are making their 
third NCAA tournament appear-
ance in their seven-year history 
and will hope to avoid repeating 
their first-round exit in 2 0 0 1 , 
when they lost 3-0 at A&M. 
Freshman midfielder Danielle 
Holloway leads the Texas State 
attack with 16 goals. 

2. Illinois 

Record 
13-5-2 (37 GF. 17 GA) 
Conference 
Big Ten (6-3-2, fourth place) 
Best Wins 
1-0 vs. then-No. 8 Kansas 
2-1 vs. St. Louis (2 OT) 
Worst loss 
1-0 vs. Illinois State 
Scouting report: 
The illini entered the season 
ranked 19 th nat ional ly and 
cl imbed as high as 11th, losing 
in the Big Ten semifinal to No. 2 
national seed Penn State. 
Ve te ran Tara H u r l e s s had 
10 goals and 9 ass is ts at for-
ward alongside Jessica Bayne 
(8 g, 2 a). 

Record 
14-4-3 (36 GF. 10 GA) 
Conference 
WAC (5-2-1, second place) 
Best Wins 
1-0 at St. Louis 
4-0 vs. North Texas 
Worst loss 
1-0 vs. Jacksonville State (2 OT) 
Scouting report: 
Rice began the year with ex-
pectations of a WAC tit le, and 
although the Owls again lost 
to SMU in the championship 
game , the i r regu la r -season 
p e r f o r m a n c e w a r r a n t e d an 
NCAA bid. 

Goalkeeper Lauren Shockley set 
a school record with 13 shutouts 
on the season. 

BASKETBALL 
From page 14 

most among non-starters — in the 
team's scrimmage against EV1 .net 
Sports last week and should figure 
more prominently in the team's 
rotation this year. 

Throughout her 11 years at Rice, 
McKinney has frequently utilized 
her bench, and this year should 
be no exception, as five freshmen 
join the nine returnees. McKinney 
said this year 's f reshman class 
compares favorably to the class 
that exhausted its eligibility in 2000, 
which included fo rmer WNBA 
players Maria Brumfield (Sid '00) 
and Kirra Jordan (Sid '01). 

"This yea r ' s g r o u p is very 
talented, " McKinney said. "[The 
class that exhausted its eligibility 
in 2000] was by far was the best 
overall class we've ever signed at 
Rice, and this class could rival them 
before they're done." 

Senior forward Annie Peck 
and freshman center Valeriya Ber-
ezhynska, who will replace Elisa 
Inman (Sid '04) in McKinney's 
four-person post rotation, will play 
in the frontcourt behind Woods and 
Neaves. At 6-foot-4, Berezhynska 
is the tallest player on the Lady 
Owls' roster. 

"We have excellent depth in the 
guard position and in the post posi-
tion," Neaves said. "The freshmen 
are doing a great job pushing us to 
be better — Valeriya has definitely 
taught me how to play against a 
bigger player." 

Berezhynska said competing 
against Neaves, Woods and Peck in 
practice has helped her as well. 

"We have great posts — Lauren 
is all-WAC and Michelle and Annie," 
Berezhynska said. "I get to learn from 
them a lot. When they play, I can 
watch how the team is working. Even 
not necessarily being all the time in 

the game playing, I can watch and 
learn what's going on from them." 

7 don't see other 
teams having the 
same kind of bench 
that we do — that will 
definitely help out in 
the long run.' 

— Michelle Woods 
Senior forward 

In addition to Riverin, f reshman 
guard Maudess Fulton will push 
for time in the backcourt. Fulton 
piayed 18 minutes in last week's 
scrimmage and trailed only Neaves 
with nine points on 4-8 shooting. 
F o r w a r d Tif fany Loggins and 
guard Whitney McCauley round 
out the freshman class that Woods 
said will help the Lady Owls outlast 
its opponents. 

"We've got a really deep bench 
— you can pretty much put any 
player in and they'll be able to pick 
up where we left off," Woods said. 
"TTie freshmen are picking up on ev-
erything so well—they're picking it 
up a lot quicker than I did when I was 
a freshman. I don't see other teams 
having the same kind of bench that 
we do—tha t will definitely help out 
in the long run." 

McKinney said having nine 
upperclassmen on the team will 
allow the f reshmen to develop 
more naturally. 

"The good thing is they don't 
have to come in here and start and 
do great things — I think that 's 

going to allow them to be better 
because they don't have that added 
pressure," McKinney said. "We've 
got four starters returning, we've 
got nine players back and I think 
that 's helped them all. But then 
again, they're talented — they're 
push ing t h e s e upperc lassmen , 
and they're going to demand some 
minutes here and there. It's just 
really been a good mix." 

Budke called the Lady Owls' 
interior depth the best in the country 
last year, and with three of its main 
four frontcourt contributors return-
ing, Rice figures to maintain its 
shooting percentage of 40 percent, 
which trailed only La. Tech last year 
in the WAC. Despite their offensive 
prowess and defensive presence 
— Neaves set the Rice season 
record for blocks with 84 — the 
Lady Owl posts have struggled on 
the boards, as their opponents out-
rebounded them slightly last season 
despite Rice's 22-10 record. 

"Rebounding has always been a 
problemforushereatRice.and I don't 
really know why," McKinney said. 
"We do have size, but size doesn't 
translate into rebounds—you've still 
got to go get the ball. We're working 
really hard in that area because defi-
nitely that's a weakness." 

Neaves said the confidence the 
team gained from its program-re-
cord-tying 22-win season last year 
should help the Lady Owls achieve 
their unequivocal goal of an NCAA 
tournament bid. 

'We realize the talent we have on 
this team," Neaves said. "It is time for 
us to embrace it and to utilize what 
we have on this team to perform 
better in games and especially more 
consistently. When we go into games 
with that mentality, it allows us to be 
more competitive." 

" T H E I N T E R E S T S OF M U S L I M S A N D THE 
INTERESTS OF THE SOCIALISTS COINCIDE 
IN THE WAR AGAINST THE CRUSADERS." 

~ O s a m a B i n L a o k n , F k b r i a r y 74 , 2003 . 

'An absolutely superb book. Dav id Horowi t z 

mas te r fu l ly po r t r ays t h e Hi t ler -Sta l in Pact of o u r t ime . T h e 

to ta l i t a r i an movements 

we defeated in the 

twentieth century have 

mutated. Now Islamist 

fanatics and today s 

far lef t m a k e com-

m o n cause to the 

same end as the i r 

predecessors -

the destruction 

of freedom." 

Davui HfwtjWttx te ows Asruurifcar* w*n\ tmyvwtattt atwi 
thinker*. In ihiMf AUmr.c* uoi ?v<i * 
it-ad, it£ A ftwiirt 

U nhory 
AWiance 

and the 

L e f t 
^~R. J a m e s W o o l s h y 

Former Director Central 
Intelligence Agency 

A T LOCAL BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE, 
OR O R D E R FOR A 3<>%JDISi 

8 0 0 - " A T 

WWW. FRONTPAGE M AG. CO M 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
nov. 4-9 

FOOTBALL UTEP 0 RICEL3-

FHESNO STATE 82 RICE 2 1 
Nov. 6, 2004 — Rice Stadium 

fresno 
Rice 

21 
0 

7 24 0 
7 0 14 

52 
21 

Nov. 4, 2004 — Autry Court 

UTEP 2 3 16 18 
Rice 3 0 3 0 3 0 

SOCCER 

SMIL 2-0 RICE 
O'Rear 32 ' 
MacCallum 35' 

Nov. 7 ,2004 — University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Haw. 

SMU (15-3-3): Clark; Pembroke, Watson, Bailey, Carter; 
Collins, Campbell, Browning, Brill; O'Rear, Heinemann; 
Substitutes.: Jordan, MacCallum, Muslin. 

Rice (14-4-3): Shockley; Bellow, Currie, Huete, Droeger: 
Serrano, Fadool. Conn; Voder, MacAllister, Martin; Substi-
tutes:: Rellas, Waite, Seglem. 

Assists: Rice: none; SMU: Browning, Jordan. 
Cautions: Rice: none; SMU : Team 46". Collins 70' . 
Ejections: none. 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 1 2 1 

RICE 

RU 
6 
0 
3 
1 
8 
1 

SMU 
14 

6 
0 
4 
12 

0 

FSU — Jennings 30 pass from Pinegar (Vsntnr kick) 
FSU — Fernandez 49 pass from Pinegar (Vsntnr kick) 
FSU — Mathis 8 run (Vsntnr kick) 
RU — Bailey 2 run (Juist kick) 
FSU — Jennings 7 pass from Pinegar (Vsntnr kick) 
FSU — Visintainer 34 field goal 
FSU — Sumlin 1 run (Vsntnr kick) 
FSU — Marshall 100 interception return (Vsntnr kick) 
FSU — Smith 67 punt return (Vsntnr kick) 
RU — Hall 18 pass from Henderson (Juist kick) 
RU — Smith 8 0 run (Juist kick) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Fresno — Mathis 6-31, Sumlin 10-26, Dubois 5-22, 
Rivera 5-20, Jennings 1-7, Vercher 1-3, Fairman 2-2. 
Rice — Smith 12-166, Lott 8-48, Baiiey 12-37, Hen-
derson 16-19, Rucker 1-7, Kramer 3-6, Cates 2-6, 
Armstrong 8 ( 1 ) . 
Passing 
Fresno — Pinegar 12-18-0-183, Christensen 1-1-
0-20. 
Rice — Henderson 5-11-2-109, Armstrong 4-8-1-48. 
Receiving 
Fresno — Fernandez 5-90, Jennings 3-48, Jamison 
2-41, Fairman 1-20, Reid 1-9. 
Rice — Simonak 3-38, Falco 2-68, Rucker 2-20, Hall 
1-18, Battle 1-13. 

Attendance — 18,407 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Digs 
Blocks 

UTEP 
30 
27 
124 
.024 
27 
47 
2.0 

Rice 
50 
11 
115 
.339 
48 
56 
11.0 

FSU RU 
18 22 
107 286 
203 157 
310 443 
367 114 
331 .7 4-30.5 
23 :51 36:09 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
UTEP — Stacy 9, Murphy 7, Brisnahan 5, Maynard 4 
Rice — Carter 12, Kuykendall 10. R.Pazo 9 
Assists 
UTEP — Smith 26 
Rice — Hoban 43 
Digs 
UTEP — Swift 21, Murphy 11 
Rice — R.Pazo 15, Carter 11, Kirk 11 

Attendance — 437 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

2-1 UTEP 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 3 HOUSTON 0 

Conn 11' Nordin 6' 
MacAllister 24' 

Nov. 5. 2004 — Waipio Soccer Complex, \Ateipahu, Haw. 

Rice (14-3-3): Shockley; Bellow, Currie, Huete, Droeger; 
Serrano, Fadool, Conn; Yoder, Martin, MacAllister; Sub-
stitutes: Rellas, Crowley. Aaker, Waite, Seglem. 

UTEP (12-5-2): Popoff: Decker, Clark, Wernimont, Mack; 
Nordin, Yeamans. Platz, Sams; Tuliius. McCartney; Sub-
stitutes: Boakye, Graef, Kleinfelder. 

Assists: UTEP: none; Rice: MacAllister, Droeger. 
Cautions: UTEP: Platz 11' , Graef 69 ' ; Rice: none. 
Ejections: none. 

Nov. 9, 2004 — UH Athletics/Alumni Center 

Rice 
UH 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Digs 
Blocks 

3 0 30 3 0 
2 3 22 2 3 

Rice 
5 1 
12 
116 

.336 
48 
43 
12.5 

UH 
44 
30 
1 2 6 
.111 
4 1 
4 1 
3.0 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — n/a 

UTEP RU 
15 16 

11 

1 

9 
3 
8 
11 

2 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — O.Pazo 13, R.Pazo 10, Kainz 10 
UH — Ritter 15, Sartori 10 
Assists 
Rice — Hoban 39 
UH — Mihm 34 
Digs 
Rice — O.Pazo 11, Hoban 9, Kirk 8 
UH — Gonzalez 12. McAnelly 1 1 

Attendance — 4 5 1 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

# A 1 

# A 2 

# A 3 

Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 

#B1 
. . u 

Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 5 2 3 - 7 7 7 0 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
© 2 0 0 4 Domino ' s Pizza LLC. Not valid with a n y o ther offer, alid at participating 
s tore only. Prices m a y vary. C u s t o m e r pays s a l e s tax. Our drivers carry less 
t h a n $ 2 0 . Del ivery area l imited to e n s u r e safe delivery. D e e p Dish Extra. 

VOLLEYBALL 
From page 15 

MIDWEST BLAST VI -
Nov. 5-7, 2004 
Atkins Tennis Center, Champaign, 

Friday Nov. 5 
Singles vs. University of South Florida 
DiSesa (RU) d. Duch (USF) 6-2, 7-5 
Chong (RU) d. Cruz (USF) 6-3, 6^> 
Patenaude (RU) d. Akhtas (ILL) 6-2,6-4 
Taverna (USF) d. Dao (RU) 3-6,6-0, 6-4 
Obando (USF) d. Karas (RU) 6-3,6-3 
Kolendo (USF) d. Cao (RU) 6-1, 7-5 

Doubles vs. University of Illinois 
Goulet/Wang (ILL) d. DiSesa/Karas (RU) 8-2 
Harkins/Knue (ILL) d. Patenaude/Chong (RU) 8-6 
Qu/Cehajic (ILL) d. Cao/Dao (RU) 8-5 

Saturday Nov. 6 
Singles vs. University of South Alabama 
1. DiSesa (RU) d. Kurekova (USA) 6-0. 6-2 
2. Patenaude (RU) d. Kupic (USA) 6-0, 0-6,6-4 
4. Zivcicova (USA) d. Dao (RU) 6-4, 6-3 
5. Nemcovicova (USA) d. Karas (RU) 6-1, 4-6. 6-4 
6. Cao (RU) d. Stanic (USA) 7-5,6-2 

Doubles vs. University of South Florida 
1. DiSesa/Karas (RU) d. Cehajic (ILL)/Kolendo (USF) 
8 - 2 

2. Patenaude/Chong (RU) d. Duch/Obando (USF) 8-4 
3. Taverna/Cruz (USF) d. Cao/Dao (RU) 8-3 

Sunday Nov. 7 
Singles vs. University of Illinois 
1. Harkins (ILL) d. DiSesa (RU) 6-3. 3-6. 6-2 
2. Chong (RU) d. Wang (ILL) 6-4,6-1 
3. Patenaude (RU) d. Qu (ILL) 6-2, 7-6 
4. Dao (RU) d. Knue (ILL) 6-4, 6-3 
5. Akritas (ILL) led Karas (RU) 7-6, 3-1 (susp.) 
6. Cao (RU) led Sokolova (ILL) 6-4.1-0 (susp.) 

Doubles vs. University of South Alabama 
1. DiSesa/Dao (RU) d. Stanic/Nemcovicova (USA) 8-6 
2. Palenikova/Zivcicova (USA) d. Karas/Patenaude 
(RU) 8-5 
3. Kurekova/Rupic (USA) d. Cao/Chong (RU) 8-2 

30-21,30-27,30-14 on the strength of 
double-doubles from senior outside 
hitter Rebeca Pazo and junior right 
side hitter Olaya Pazo Oct. 15 at 
Autry Court. 

"We just need to keep playing our 
own game," Ferris said. "We've done a 
very good job playing at our own level 
and not the level of the other team. 
We just go in there with consistency 
and focus, and we do what we know 
how to do." 

The Owls won their fifth consecu-
tive match against the University 
of Houston, including a win earlier 
this season at Autry Court, Tuesday 
at the Cougars' Athletics/Alumni 
Center in straight sets, 30-23, 30-
22, 30-23. The match saw two of 
the team's middle blockers, senior 
Rebecca Kainz and sophomoreTessa 
Kuykendall, each record six block-
assists. On the attack, Olaya Pazo led 
the Owls, hitting .571 with 13 kills, 
scoring 2 service aces and hitting 
the floor for 11 digs in recording 
the double-double. 

"As the season's gone on, we've 
really gelled together as a team," Fer-
ris said. "We just need to make sure 
we're taking care of the ball on the 
first touch and really focusing on get-
ting our passes up to the net, but we 

WNIT 
From page 14 

second half lead against Stanford 
proved pivotal for the Lady Owls' 
NCAA tournament hopes. 

"This year it's very important for 
us to start off strong because last 
year we had really good competition 
in Stanford and LSU and other teams, 
and unfortunately we didn't come up 
with those wins," Neaves said. "I think 
those would have really helped in the 
postseason decision." 

After non-conference tourna-
ments both in Ohio and at home, Rice 
opens conference play the weekend 
of Dec. 30 with games against South-
ern Methodist University and three-
time defending Western Athletic 
Conference champion Louisiana 
Tech University. This year, though, 
the I^dy Owls will open WAC play 
on the road, traveling to Dallas 
and then Ruston, La., where the 
25th-ranked Lady Techsters are 
undefeated in their three years of 
WAC play. Despite a 24-point loss to 
La. Tech in the WAC tournament 
final that ultimately ended their 
NCAA tournament hopes, the Lady 
Owls have had success against the 
perennial WAC powerhouse, hand-
ing the Lady Techsters their only 
two WAC defeats with wins at Autry 
Court in 2002 and 2004. 

don't really need to be doing anything 
extra or new at this point." 

Rice completed its perfect home 
campaign Nov. 4 against UTEP, 
sweeping its final home match 
30-23,30-16,30-18. After former Rice 
kills record-holder and all-American 
Sammy Waldron (Sid '97) presented 
her with a ball commemorating her 
record-breaking 1831st kill, senior 
outside hitter Rebeca Pazo added 
nine more kills and led the team with 
eight aces and 15 digs. 

After tomorrow's match against 
Tulsa, the Owls will return to Hous-
ton for a few days before traveling 
to Reno, Nev. for the WAC Cham-
pionships Nov. 19-20. As the second 
seed, Rice will play the winner of the 
opening-round match between the 
tournament's seventh and 10th seeds. 
Nevada has clinched the tournament's 
third seed, but the fourth through 
10th seedings will be detennined after 
this weekend's matches. 

"Everybody has this goal, this de-
termination, not to lose,"Wiedemann 
said. "We've told ourselves from the 
start of the season that we would be 
the WAC champs. Everything we've 
done since then has helped us prove 
to ourselves that we really do deserve 
to be in that championship match." 

"The games are the reward for 
the hard work we've done during 
preseason and the practice we 
had," Neaves said. "All of us are just 
excited to have the opportunity to 
be in the WNIT and to have such a 
good preseason schedule before the 
WAC to get us ready for Louisiana 
Tech and SMU." 

Rice has amassed a 26-1 home 
conference record over the course of 
the last three seasons. The I >ady Owls 
start their home conference schedule 
this year Jan. 6 against UTEP, which 
was the only WAC team besides La. 
Tech to defeat Rice last year. The 
Lady Owls will try to win their third 
home game in four years against the 
Lady Techsters on the final weekend 
of conference play, more than two 
months after the teams' initial meet-
ing Jan. 1. Senior forward Michelle 
Woods said Rice must play well at the 
start of the season to set the proper 
tone for the year. 

"That first part of the season is 
trying and intense." Woods said. "If 
we can just get through that — we 
might not win all of them — but if 
we can do that, we have to know 
that we can do well the rest of the 
season after the standard has been 
set that high." 

•••-'*?> 

X 
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A guy walks into a bar with 
jumper cables around his neck. 
The bartender says, "All right, 
I'll let ya stay — bt:* don't start 
nothin'." 

Come support your Lady Owls 
as the Rice women's basketball 
team faces McNeese State 
University at 7 p.m. Be sure 
you come early, the first 200 
students get free T-shirts. 

SAS Dhamaka 2004! 

The South Asian Society pres-
ents SAS Dhamaka 2004 tonight 
and tomorrow night at 6 p.m. in 
the Grand Hall of the Student 
Center. Tickets are $6 for Rice 
students, faculty and staff, and 
$9 for outsiders. Additionally, a 
catered Indian dinner will follow 
the show. Come experience a 
night of amazing South Asian 
style, splendor and soul! 

NOS: Like NOD, but with scenes 

Jones College Theatre presents 
the Second Annual Produc-
tion of Night of Scenes tonight, 
tomorrow, Nov. 19 and Nov. 20 
at 8 p.m. Admission is free, and 
food will also be served. No set, 
no costumes. Just acting. 

Do You Sous Sous? 

Rice Dance Theatre presents its 
fall dance concert entitled, "Do 
you sous sous?" tonight, tomor-
row and Nov. 18-20 at 8 p.m. in 
the Harjo Studio in Autry Gym. 
Tickets are $5 for students 
and $7 for outsiders. Contact 
RDT for ticket reservations at 
RiceDanceTheatre@hotmail.com. 

Therapy anyone? 

Wiess Tabletop College Theatre 
presents Beyond Therapy by 
Christopher Durang tonight, to-
morrow and Nov. 18-20 at 8 p.m. 
in the Wiess Commons. Show 
tickets cost $5 for Rice students 
and $7 for outsiders. 

Baker One Acts 

Baker College Theatre presents 
Baker One Acts tonight and to-
morrow at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 
3 p.m. in the Baker Commons. 
The acts being presented are 
"Words, Words, Words," "Varia-
tions on the Death of Trotsky" 
and "The Universal Language." 
Tickets to the event are only $1. 

What do you see when the Pills-
bury Dough Boy bends over? 
Doughnuts! 

Rice Cinema presents The Battle 
of Algiers tonight, tomorrow 
and Sunday at 8 p.m. General 
admission is $6, but students 
and senior citizens with an ID 
can purchase tickets for $5. 

SATURDAY 

Culture Quest 2004 

ADVANCE hosts Culture Quest 
2004 from noon to 6 p.m. in vari-
ous cultural locations through-
out Houston. Join one of the 
moji exciting cultural scavenger 
huntb in the country. There 
is an application fee of $2 per 
person. The application deadline 
was Nov. 10, so it's too late to 
register. But hey, you can still 
talk to your friends who are in it. 

Turn of the Screw 

The Shepherd School Opera 
and members of the Shepherd 
School Chamber Orchestra 
present The Turn of the Screw at 
7:30 p.m. in the Wortham Opera 
Theater in Alice Pratt Brown 
Hall. Performances of the opera 
will also occur on Sunday at 
7:30 p.m. General admission 
is $10 and $8 for students and 
senior citizens. For tickets, call 
(713) 348-8000. 

TUESDAY 46 

MONDAY 45 
A guy asks his waiter how they 
prepare their chicken. The 
waiter says, "There's nothing 
special. We just flat out tell 
them they're gonna die." 

Registration for self-scheduled 
exams begins today at 9 a.m. 
and lasts until Friday at 5 p.m. 

Tom Brokaw 

The James A. Baker III Institute 
for Public Policy hosts Tom 
Brokaw as he gives a presenta-
tion entitled, "An Anchorman 
Looks at the World" at 6 p.m. 
in Baker Hall. The presentation 
will be followed by a question-
and-answer period in the Dore 
Commons. Please RSVP to 
BISF@rice.edu. 

A reporter was interviewing a 
104 year-old woman, "And what 
do you think is the best thing 
about being 104?" She simply 
replied, "No peer pressure." 

Stefano Scodanibbio, acclaimed 
classical and improvisational 
soloist and composer from Italy, 
performs at 3 p.m. in Stude 
Concert Hall of the Shepherd 
School of Music. Admission 
is free. For more information, 
contact Tom Littman at (713) 
348-4933. 

"The genius of you Americans is 
that you never make clear-cut 
stupid moves, only complicated 
stupid moves, which make us 
wonder at the possibility that 
there may be something to 
them we are missing." 

- Gamel Abdel Nasser 

Religious Studies Professor Da-
vid B. Cook presents a lecture 
entitled, "Does Jihad mean Vio-
ler/ce?" The lecture takes place 
at 4 p.m. in McMurtry Auditori-
um in Duncan Hall. A reception 
will follow the colloquium. 

Why don't cannibals eat 
clowns? They taste funny. 

Paul Kim conducts the Cam-
panile Orchestra in an all-
Beethoven program at 8 p.m. 
in the Stude Concert Hall of 
the Shepherd School of Music. 
Admission is free. For more in-
formation, contact Tom Littman 
at (713) 348-4933. 

WEDNESDAY 

Faculty and Guest Artist Recital 

Eric Halen on violin, in addi-
tion to selected members of 
the faculty, perform at 8 p.m. 
in the Duncan Recital Hall of 
the Shepherd School of Music. 
Admission is free. For more in-
formation, contact Tom Littman 
at (713) 348-4933. 

no pun In ten did. 

Today at 5 p.m. is the deadline 
for scheduling self-scheduled 
exams. Say that 10 times fast. 

The wise man says, "Anybody 
can win, unless there happens 
to be a second entry." 

The Rice Art Gallery, the Rice 
Slam Poetry Team and the Teen 
Council of the Contemporary 
Arts Museum Houston present 
a poetry slam and a reading 
of Allen Ginsberg's "Howl" at 
7 p.m. in the Rice Art Gallery. 
Free food and drinks will be 
provided. 

Percussion Performance 

Richard Brown directs the 
Shepherd School Percussion 
Ensemble at 8 p.m. The perfor-
mance is in the Stude Concert 
Hall of the Shepherd School of 
Music. Admission is free. For 
more information, contact Tom 
littman at (713) 348-4933. 

FRIDAY 

There was a man who entered 
a local paper's pun contest. He 
sent in 10 different puns, in the 
hope that at least one of the 
puns would win. Unfortunately, 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 

Fax: (713) 348-5238 

E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 

Campus Mail: Calendar 

Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 

available on the Thresher office 

door. 

Submissions are printed on a 

space available basis. 

As the sun sets on 2004, start the 
dawn of the spring semester with 

Wellness! 

The Wellness Center is now hiring student staff for 

the Spring 2005 Semester. If you have an interest in 

student wellness and possess strong communica-

tion skills, check out ¥mw;ititrioe.ecjhiHwetosto to 

download an application or email wolfct&ss^ic&ectu 

for more information. 

Invest in your wellbeing and enjoy an invigorating stone 
massage without paying those high spa prices!! Until the end 
of the fall semester, pay only $55 for a one-hour session at 
the Wellness Center. Beginning January 4th, the price will be 
$60 per session. Cash, check and Mastercard/Visa accepted. 

Stones have been used for thousands of years for various 
types of healing. Before the invention of needles, stones 
stimulated acupuncture points. 

Stone massage utilizes heated, volcanic stones placed in key 
locations on the body. The penetrating heat softens tissue, 
allowing the therapist to wo* k deeper into muscles to relieve 
soreness. Circulation and joint mobility are also improved. 

Don't need deep tissue work? The sedating effect of stone 
massage profoundly relaxes the body and calms the mind, 
melting stress away. The temperature of the stones is 
pleasantly warm and the effects are long lasting. 

Call 713-348-5194 to schedule your appointment today! 

mailto:RiceDanceTheatre@hotmail.com
mailto:BISF@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Close call in election causes turmoil on campus 
by Ben Johnson 

THRESHER BIATCH 

While the country is still waiting for final 
presidential election results from Florida, Rice 
also holds its breath for a definite conclusion to 
the Backpage's AmlHotOrNot.com College 
President Hotness Contest™. 

The polls have officially closed, but a clear 
winner lias yet to emerge from the storm of 
political scandal and voter confusion. Ihe re-
sults from the Rice precinct have been an-
nounced, with Wiess College President Josh 
Katz winning with a hotness score of 7.6, fol-
lowed closely by Lovett College President Phil 
Alexander with a 7.3 average. 

As the candidate for the combined fringe 
parties of J ones and Brown Colleges, Tim Werner 
has been called the Pat Buchanan of the 
AmlHotOrNot election with his total of 4.5; elec-
tion officials deemed any votes cast for Werner 
a mistaken attempt to vote for Alexander. "There 
is no plausible explanation for why voters in the 
Rice precinct would support an isolationist party 
that is so far removed from campus life," 
AmlHotOrNot webmaster Robert Morton said. 

Voter turnout was one of the most impres-
sive in recent memory. Driven to defend the 
sacred values of shallowness and college ri-
valry, Rice students cast more votes for the 
AmlHotOrNot contest than they did in either 
the 2000 Student Association elections or the 
U.S. presidential election. While only 725 un-
dergraduates took the time to choose the next 
leader of the free world, 894 Rice students 
exercised their God-given right to judge others 
solely on their looks. 

However, these statistics are being hotly 
contested. Political pundits have leveled criti-
cisms of'fuzzy math' at these numbers, citing 
the fact that a single individual could cheat 
and vote on the Web page numerous times. 
However, Rice students' unwavering adher-
ence to the Honor Code renders this claim 
insubstantial. "It's not like Josh Katz sat at his 
computer and pressed the reload button until 
his fingers bled," observed Honor Council 
Chair Jeff Charbeneau. "Right. Josh?" 

However, voter turnout is not the only as-
pect of the election in dispute. Alexander's 
supporters are quick to point out the confus-
ing nature of the so-called thermometer bal-
lot.' This label refers to the structure of the 
voting box, which depicts a blue line starting 
at the word NOT that then changes gradually 
to red as it terminates at the word HOT. The 
color change also corresponds to the increas-
ing numbers voters can assign to the picture, 
starting with 1 at NOT and ending with 10 at 
HOT. 

"As a chemisty major, 1 found this ballot to 
be extremely perplexing," Carolyn Leap, 
prominent Owlchemy member, said. "Every-
one knows that a blue flame burns at a higher 
temperature than a red flame, so I assumed 
that a vote at the blue end of the scale indi-
cated a superior hotness rating. I feel that 
many science-oriented Rice students were 
probably misled in a similar fashion." Carolyn 
denies that her political ties to Lovett and 
Alexander might motivate her protests against 
the ballot. 

Adding to the turmoil are recent allega-
tions of voter fraud that have surfaced from 

THE "THERMOMETER BALLOT' VIRY SIMILAR 
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Outraged Rice students violently protest the AmlHotOrNot Election scandal. 
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inside the Katz campaign implicating the can-
didate himself. According to an anonymous 
source known only as 'Josh Katz's girlfriend,' 
the Wiess president exploited family connec-
tions in a desperate attempt for success and 
narcissistic validation. 

Violating election rules, Katz allegedly so-
licited support from outside the Rice precinct 
by asking his mother to give him a vote of 10. 
He vigorously denied these charges of nepo-
tism, but refused to comment on the separate 
accusation of high-tech espionage. The same 
anonymous source, also known by the alias 'K. 
Beth Higgins,' claimed Katz coerced a group 
of computer science majors into creating a 
virus that would infiltrate the Web site and 
continuously cast votes of 10 for the Wiess 
leader. 

With such a narrow gap separating him 
from victory, Alexander demanded a hand 
recount. "With the recent discovery of corrup-
tion in my honorable opponent's camp, it's 
obvious the election was riddled with fraud." 
Alexander declared. 'This election was 
founded on something pure, something beau-
tiful, something truly American: superficial-

ity. And now the unethical tactics of Josh Katz 
have tainted that ideal not only for me as a 
potential winner, but for Rice students as a 
whole. Now with this collapse of democracy, 
attractiveness is no longer about how you 
appear on the surface, it's about how you use 
your mind. In Katz's case, he used his intelli-
gence in devious ways to achieve victory while 
the rest of the candidates upheld the true 
spirit of the election by relying solely on our 
glorious physical attributes. By the way, have 
you seen my pecs? They're spectacular." 

BACK IN THE DAY BACKPAGE 
In honor of another closely-contested 

election, at least m the Electoral College, 
we at the Backpage are taking you back 
to a time when Florida mattered more 
than Ohio, amihotofnot.com was almost 
as big as thttfaceb0ok.com is today and the 
Thresher actually had editors whose sole 
responsibility was the Backpage. Enjoy. 

classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

I 

HELP WANTED 

CULINARY ENDOWMENT is cook-
ing for part-time entry-level devel-
opment associate. Ideal candidate: 
self-starter; college graduate with 
outstanding organizational, written 
and verbal communicat ion skills. 
Working knowledge of foundations, 
donor solicitation, fundraising, sub-
mitting proposals and grant requests. 
marielenotre@yahoo. com. 

DO YOU LOVE animals? Two golden 
retrievers and one cat need a pet-
sitter so their family can go away 
on occasional weekends and holi-
days. Great house, 15 minutes from 
Rice. Call (713) 283-0157 or e-mail 
smitchelU979@alumni.unc.edu. 

MONTESSORISCHOOLnear museum 
area needs substitutes and assistants. 
Child care experience preferred. Ideal 
for students needing flexible schedules. 
Contact Karrie at (713) 520-0738. 

WILLY'S PUS 
Est. 1975 

H a p p e n i n g s a t t h e PUB 
Sop the week of 11/15/04 

Monday 11/IS 

Tuesday 11/16 

Wednesday 11/17 

Thursday 11/18 

Hangin' Out w / Rugby & Lacrosse 

Sid College Night** <§> lOpm 

Post-Cabinet Night 

Thanksgiving Pub Night 

Holiday Specials lor those who 

Dress as a Pilgrim or Native American 

* * Bring your RICE ID to get in! 

Hours of Operation 
Monday 11am - lam 

Tuesday • Thursday 11am - lam 
Friday 11am - 3pm 

C h e c k o u t o u r w e b s i t e f o r n e w s t u f f & u p d a t e s 
w w w . w i l l y s p u b . c o m 

PUBLISHING COMPANY in Rice 
Village is looking for an assistant to 
work on a variety of tasks. Flexible 
schedule: 10 to 20 hours per week. For 
information, contact Michael Barlow at 
mi.barlow@auckland ac. nz. 

BARISTAS Soundwaves is looking for 
experienced baristas to launch the new-
est addition to Soundwaves-Montrose! 
Flex hours, competitive pay, 401K. 
Management experience a plus. Apply 
online at www.soundwaves.com. 

INTERNET SOFTWARE company 
needs PHP key-person, g raph ics / 
user-interface key-person. Ground 
floor to own part of company. World-
ready app needs world-ready thinkers. 
(713) 854-0012. 

SEEKING FULL-TIME aquatics profes-
sional with five years experience. Must 
be CPO+WSI and LGI certified. Full-
time salary with benefits. Proficient 
computer skills required. E-mail re-
sume to aquaticsjobs@jcchouston.org. 

AFTER SCHOOL TUTOR needed for 
four days per week, three hours per 
day max for three children: twin girls 
age 11 and boy age 13. Braeswood area 
outside the loop. Call Keith (281) 263-
5187(work) or (713) 728-3830 (home). 

FREELANCE ONLINE tutors wanted! 
Work from home! Instruct remedial 3-
12 grade students: Internet-connected 
computer required; tutoring/teaching 
experience preferred; bilingual Spanish 
helpful, but not required. Send r£sum£: 
jobs@brainfuse. com. 

SPRING BREAK 2005. Challenge... 
find abetterprice! Lowest prices before 
Dec. 17th, up to 50 hours free drinks. 
Hottest parties! Hiring reps - earn free 
trips and cash! www.sunsplashtours.com 
(800) 426-7710. 

NEED ASSISTANCE in HTML and Web 
page building for a few months. E-mail 
singh_tx@tsu. edu or call (713) 313-7938. 

WORK PART-TIME and have fun 
through an online travel agency. Train-
ing provided, pays commission and 
allows you to travel wholesale. Call 
(817) 249-9964. 

HOUSING 

MEDICAL CENTER gated condo, 
minutes from Rice University. Italian 
tile floor throughout, new A/C, on bus 
line, water, basic cable, 1 bed/1 bath 
800 sq. ft., $650. Please call for move-in 
special at (713) 870-6568. 

GREENBRIAR CHATEAU Apart-
ments. Five minutes from Rice cam-
pus. One- and two-bedrooms, newly 
remodeled. Great move-in specials. 
Greenbriar Chateau, 4100 Greenbriar. 
(713) 523-4400. 

MUSEUM-AREA apar tment , two-
bedroom and one-bath, beautiful new 
interiors in 6-plex, hardwood floors, 
central air/heat, ceiling fans, alarm, free 
cable, washer/dryer connections, walk-
ing distance to Rice, rail and Hermann 
Park. $850, (713) 515-6007. 

MONTROSE DUPLEX one-bedroom 
plus large study, kitchen remodeled, 
hardwood floors. $950 per month plus 
bills. Owner/agent: (713) 526-1125. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Biking distance 
to Rice. Thoughtfully renovated one-
and two-bedroom apartments with 
hardwood floors and central air. A two-
bedroom apartment at 1301 Richmond 
for $665, a large one-bedroom at 4200 
Mt. Vernon for $625, a one-bedroom 
apartment at 1414 Castle Ct. for $590 
and a one-bedroom apartment (with 
window unit air) at 4001 Greeley for 
$520. Please call Andover Apartments 
at (713) 524-3344. 

WEST UNIVERSITY studio garage 
apartment on Buffalo Speedway be-
tween Duke and University. Kitchen, 
bath, washer/dryer, new appliances 
and desk. Cable and all utilities in-
cluded. $550 per month. Nonsmoker. 
(713) 349-9645 or (832) 434-5501. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SPRING BREAK2005. Travel with STS, 
America's #1 student tour operator to 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas 
and Florida. Now hiring on-campus 
reps. Call forgroupdiscounts. Informa-
tion and reservations: (8(H)) 648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com. 

$3500 PAID: EGG DONORS. Plus 
expenses. SAT >1100/ACT >24/GPA 
>3.0. Ages 19-29. Nonsmokers. All 
races needed. Must be intelligent, 
heal thy and at tract ive. Reply to: 
Info@eggdonationcenter.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1-35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 34^3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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