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Precinct to open 
for voting Tuesday 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

'ITie Grand Hall will be a button-
free zone Tuesday dur ing the presi-
dential election. Students regis tered 
to vote in Precinct 361 will be able 
to cast their ballots Tuesday in the 
Grand Hall. 

Voters may not wear campaign 
but tons or T-shir ts to the polls, in 
accordance with anti-electioneering 
laws. 

Six direct record ing electronic-
machines will be set up for voting 
in the Student Center on Election 
Day, Ian Everhar t , vice president 
for both Rice Vote Coalition and 
Rice Young Democrats , said. T h e 
polls will be open f rom 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., and everyone who is in line by 
7 p.m. will be allowed to vote. T h e 
voting center will be staffed entirely 
by Rice students . 

Although the polls will be open 
all day, Everhart , a Hanszen College 
junior, said s tudents should try to 
vote at off-peak times, ra ther than 
during lunch or between classes, to 
avoid long lines. He said voting may 
take some time. 

"People might think, 'Oh 1 have 
class at the Baker Institute and my 
next class is at Duncan Hall, I'll swing 
by the [Student Center | and vote real 
quick, '" Everhar t said. "Probably 
that 's not going to work out. I Voting) 
just takes a while." 

M a n y Rice s t u d e n t s vo te by 
absentee ballot, but about 1,000 un-
dergraduates are registered to vote 
in Rice's precinct, Rice Vote Coalition 
President Priscilla Parret t said. 

T h e President 's Office, with help 
from Hanszen, Wiess College and 
the nonpart isan Rice Vote Coalition, 
is host ing an election resul ts viewing 

See ELECTION, page 7 

LIZ KIM/THRESHER 

Hey, it's better than a cubicle 
Hanszen College sophomores Alana Abernathy (left) and Kelsey Flynt listen to President David Leebron during his 
office hour Monday on the fourth floor of the Allen Center. 

Committee to study 
new club approval 

by John Kehoe 
THRESHER STAFF 

MARCUS ROMAN/THRESHER 

Poetry for the masses 
Martel College senior Stephen Bor, a member of the Rice poetry slam team, performs at the Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Poetry Slam at Willy's Pub Wednesday. 

Student-athlete graduation 
rate places ninth in Div. I-A 

The Student Association formed 
an ad hoc commit tee at its meet ing 
Monday to create more specific cri-
teria for evaluating proposed clubs. 
Student groups seeking official club 
status must be approved by the SA 
Senate. 

At its Oct. 18 meeting, the senate 
rejected the proposed I ^ t e Night Pie 
Club. T h e unusual move brought 
increased attention to the matter of 
club approvals, which has been a topic 
of discussion in the senate during the 
past several weeks. 

Senate m e m b e r s a t tempted to 
define a set of criteria for club ap-
proval at Monday ' s meet ing , but 
voted to table the discussion after 
they failed to reach a consensus on 
the matter. 

"Out of the initial intention of de-
veloping criteria for approving clubs, 
people s tar ted gravitating toward 
very loosely designed criteria," SA 
President Derrick Matthews said. 
"There are a lot of good ideas that 

just need to be thought t h rough 
more , which is why the committee 
was formed. I feel like we'll get a lot 
more productive suggest ions f rom a 
small group." 

T h e committee will be chaired 
by Brown College Senator J a m e s 
Lloyd. It also includes Will Rice 
College f reshman Mark Bahorich, 
Jones College senior Simon Biren-
baum, Hanszen College junior Ian 
Everhart , SA Parliamentarian Ames 
Grawert and Hanszen College Sena-
tor Dominic Lee. 

Mat thews, a Will Rice senior, 
said he expects recommendat ions 
from the committee in three to four 
weeks. 

The senate current ly approves 
c lubs each week, but M a t t h e w s 
said club approvals will probably 
become a monthly procedure in the 
near future. 

To become an official club, an or-
ganization must submit a constitution 
and secure a faculty or staff sponsor. 
At least half of its membersh ip must 
be part of the Rice community, and 

See CLUBS, page 6 
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by Amber O b e r m e y e r 
THRESHER EDIT*>RiAI. STAFF 
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After having the highest graduation rate 
for s tudent-athletes among all Division I-A 
universities two years ago, Rk-e placed ninth 
in Division I-A for student-athlete graduation 
rate this year. 

Rice had the best student-athlete graduation 
rate in the Western Athletic Conference and 
among all Division I Texas universities. 

Of scholarship student-athletes who matric-
ulated at Rice in the fall of 1997,82 percent had 
graduated by last spring. T h e rate for student-
athletes enter ing in 1996 was 81 percent, and it 
was 91 percent for those enter ing in 1995. 

D u k e Univers i ty led Division I-A th i s 
year with 94 p e r c e n t of its s tuden t -a th le tes 
g r adua t ing in the NCAA's six-year window, 
while Rice r anked n in th beh ind univers i t ies 
such as the Univers i ty of Not re Dame (89 
pe rcen t ) , S tanford Universi ty (87 pe rcen t ) 
and N o r t h w e s t e r n Universi ty (86 pe rcen t ) . 
T h e overal l g r a d u a t i o n ra te for all Rice 

s t u d e n t s was 91 pe rcen t du r ing the s a m e 
t ime f r ame . 

"You'd like to do even better than we did, but 
we're pleased to be in the 80s," Athletic I)irector 
Bobby May (WiO Rice '65) said. "We're gener-
ally in that range and generally fairly close to 
the non-athlete graduation rate at Rice, so we're 
very proud of the effort our athletes have put 
forth to get their academic work done and plan 
for the fu ture with a degree in mind." 

Rice's graduation rate for student-athletes 
exhaust ing their eligibility remained at last 
year 's 99 percent figure, while the rate for Af-
rican-American student-athletes rose from 87 
percent to 93 percent this year, Last year, Rice 
had the best graduation rate among Division 
1-A schools for both African-American student-
athletes and for student-athletes exhaust ing 
their eligibility. 

The graduation rate for student-athletes 
complet ing their eligibility at Rice differs f rom 
the overall graduation rate because student-ath-
letes who transfer f rom the university or leave 

See STUDENT ATHLETE. page 5 

Registration deadlines 
Today at 5 p.m. is the deadline for return-

ing s tudents to drop classes. Fall 2004 ma-
triculants may drop classes until Dec. 3. For 
all s tudents , the drop fee is 10 dollars, and 
courses may be dropped using Esther. 

Today is also the deadline for all s tudents 
to designate a course pass/fail . Paperwork 
must be filed at the Registrar's Office, not 
on Esther. 

Pre-registration for Spring 2005 classes 
begins Monday. 

Halloween Hoops 
1 Ialloween Hoops, featuring a basketball 

sc r immage and three-point and dunking 
contests , will be held Sunday from 8-10 
p.m. at Autry Court . Free food and dr inks 
will be provided, and the first 400 at tendees 
will receive a f ree T-shirt. 

Election Tuesday 
Polls for the general election will be open 

from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. in the Grand Hall. 

OPINION Page 4 
Attack of the screaming pundits 

A&E Page 9 
Wilde comedy at Lovett 

SPORTS Page 14 
First recruits bid farewell 

"[I think of] everything that has gone on 
between us and everything that has shared our 
relationships — so many things, in-season and 
off season, on the field and off the field, even 
stuff like boyfriends and girlfriends and all that 
craziness." 
— Martel College senior Lauren Shockley, a soc 
cer goalkeeper, about the 10 players remaining 
from the soccer team's first season in 2001. 
The soccer team will honor its 10 seniors before 
Sunday's home match at 1 p.m. 
See feature, pages 14 15. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Mostly sunny, 71-88 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 70-87 degrees 
Sunday 
Scattered thunderstorms, 70-85 degrees 
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Ad hoc committee 
a logical step 

It i s a w e e k later, and w e still l ike pie. 

But w e also l ike t h e Student Assoc iat ion's dec i s ion to create an ad 

h o c c o m m i t t e e to s tudy t h e p r o c e s s b y w h i c h the SA approves c l u b s 

at Rice. (See story, p a g e 1). T h e q u e s t i o n s raised at the SA m e e t i n g 

M o n d a y n e e d to b e d i s c u s s e d in a smal ler group, and t h e s ix-person 

c o m m i t t e e shou ld p r o d u c e a m o r e m a n a g e a b l e f o r u m s o that all 

possibi l i t ies can b e cons idered . Its three-to-four-week t ime frame is 

an appropriate l e n g t h for s u c h a study, and any c h a n g e s to the c lub 

approval p r o c e s s s h o u l d b e in place b y next s emes ter . 

At the M o n d a y mee t ing , the SA Senate d i s c u s s e d what criteria 

vot ing m e m b e r s s h o u l d u s e w h e n cons ider ing c l u b s for approval. 

Rather than p a s s j u d g m e n t o n proposed c lubs b a s e d on trivial 

dist inctions, w e think the SA s h o u l d e n c o u r a g e the formation of 

s tudent organizat ions , a s l o n g as they are not redundant, o f f e n s i v e 

or exclus ionary. 

In arguing for a stricter standard for approving c lubs , s o m e s e n a t e 

m e m b e r s said the current e x c e s s of c lubs is o v e r w h e l m i n g the Clubs 

Office. Whi l e C lubs Off ice r e s o u r c e s m u s t be taken into account , 

the SA should cont inue to approve c lubs that will contr ibute to Rice 

student life — and will benef i t from ga in ing official status. A n y c lub 

w h o s e m e m b e r s are dedicated e n o u g h to write a const i tut ion and 

obtain a faculty sponsor d e s e r v e s official recognit ion, r e g a r d l e s s 

of w h e t h e r a mai lbox in the Clubs Off ice is available. If C lubs Of-

fice r e s o u r c e s are truly a l imiting factor, perhaps the of f ice shou ld 

rece ive m o r e funds. 

Another solution for the problem of l imited r e s o u r c e s would be 

to create a classif ication s y s t e m for c lubs and grant t h e m priv i leges 

on the bas is of need . B e c o m i n g a club enti t les a g r o u p to pr iv i leges 

ranging from r e s e r v i n g r o o m s in the Student Center to applying to 

President's Student P r o g r a m m i n g Fund and the Student Activity 

Fund. A multi level s y s t e m of c lub classif ication could be appropriate 

to def ine which c lubs rece ive w h i c h privileges. 

We h o p e the ad h o c c o m m i t t e e will cons ider all available opt ions 

be fore making its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . We would l ike to s e e the matter 

of c lub approval clarified for SA Senate m e m b e r s and prospect ive 

c lub applicants alike. 

Leebron's office hour-
glass half full 

Odd t h o u g h it m a y s o u n d — off ice hour just doesn't have the s a m e 

ring to it — w e like Pres ident David Leebron's dec i s ion to ho ld an 

off ice hour for s tudent s Monday. 

Leebron's invited s tudent s to h is open-door of f ice hour to talk as 

a g r o u p and e n c o u r a g e d s tudent s to c o m e and g o as they w i s h e d . 

T h e relatively informal style of the off ice hour, with s n a c k s inc luded, 

m a d e it e spec ia l ly valuable. We also appreciate Leebron's candor in 

answer ing s tudents ' ques t ions . 

W e h o p e Leebron will hold off ice hours for s tudent s u g g e s t i o n s 

and c o m m e n t s at l eas t twice per semester , if poss ible . Future meet-

ings will be m o s t e f fec t ive if a variety of s tudents attend, so w e h o p e 

s tudents will be o p e n to future of f ice hours . 

Bigger than your 
Super Bowl party 

If you have the c h a n c e , you might as well take it. 

S tudents reg i s t ered in Precinct 361 can vote in the Grand Hall 

in the presidential e lect ion Tuesday . (See story, p a g e 1). T h e r e ' s 

noth ing w e can say that s tudent s have not already heard, but vot ing 

d o e s matter in a democracy , and the 2000 e lect ion proved that e v e r y 

vote counts , e v e n in Texas . 

So g e t out and vote , b e it for Bush , Kerry, Nader or the write-in 

of your cho ice . And then g o watch the e lect ion resul t s c o m i n g in 

on the n e w s c h a n n e l of your cho ice . T h e r e are several opt ions for 

public v i ewing — Pres ident David I^eebron is s p o n s o r i n g a watch-

ing party in the H a n s z e n and W i e s s C o m m o n s , and o ther c o l l e g e 

c o m m o n s are s u r e to b e filled — or watch in your r o o m with friends. 

Presidential e l e c t i o n s do not happen e v e r y year, and you will a lways 

have s tor ies about w h e r e and with w h o m you watched the e lect ion 

resul ts c o m e in. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the T h r e s h e r 
editorial s t a f f . 

I like Bush. 

,•7: 

fig 
vOT E 

H i I 
At NOD, everyone is a Republican. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Students should take 
whatever they can get 
To the editor: 

How can we complain about a 
baske t full of f r ee stuff (staff edi-
torial, "Passpor t to Hous ton could 
be improved," Oct. 22)? T h o u g h 
I have b e e n a very h a r s h crit ic of 
many of Pres iden t David Leebron ' s 
decis ions , 1 think that h e finally did 
someth ing right. Allowing s tuden t s 
an oppor tuni ty to enjoy s o m e of the 
cul tural r i ches that Hous ton h a s 
to o f f e r is a h u g e s tep in expand-
ing our universi ty exper i ence . We 
simply canno t res t r ic t ou r se lves to 
within the h e d g e s and claim to be 
world-class s tuden t s . 

To say tha t m o s t can eas i ly 
a f fo rd METRORail t ickets or en-
t r ance to e i the r the M u s e u m of 
Fine Arts , Hous ton s h o w s a lack 
of u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the average 
s tuden t . T h o u g h the pr ices may 
be trivial to some , it is s o m e t i m e s 
p reven ta t ive to o t h e r s , such as 
t h o s e who d e p e n d on the l ight 
rail for a daily c o m m u t e . And of all 
the cultural v e n u e s f rom which to 
choose , to c h o o s e a venue close to 
c a m p u s and a long the rail for the 
driving impaired, with a max imum 
n u m b e r of h o u r s of availability, t he 
MFAH was the bes t choice s ince 
t h e Meni l Col lec t ion and Con-
t e m p o r a r y Art M u s e u m Hous ton 
are a l ready f ree . 1 ag ree that the 
opera, ballet and thea ter are wor thy 
events, but the limited pe r fo rmance 
t imes may have been preventat ive 
to some, while the MFAH can be 
enjoyed most of the day, every day, 
except Monday. 

Josef Sifuentes 
Mart el senior 

Eggs should not be 
sold by the dozen 
To the editor: 

Women of Rice, arc you intelligent, 
attractive and healthy? Do you need 
$3,5(X)? If so, the Rice Thresherproposes 
that you donate your eggs. If the idea 
seems absurd, then you haven't been 
reading the last page where every 
week the Thresher endorses students 
to consider egg donation. 

In a society where people are en-
couraged to take parenthood seriously, 
we, the future of the United States, are 
being encouraged to treat our bodies 
as commodities and put our eggs up 
for sale. Rice students may have all 

three mentioned qualities, but we are 
still young, vulnerable and inexperi-
enced. Wee should be a protective 
environment, not a free market for 
procreative trade. 

I am not against egg donation to 
help women who cannot naturally 
conceive, but ra ther the idea of Rice, 
th rough a s tudent publication, advo-
cating it. If we feel so s trongly about 
helping these unfor tuna te women , 
we can do so on our own; it is not 
Rice's duty — or the Thresher's — to 
br ing it to us. 

It is unlikely that the Thresher 
investigated egg donation — or the 
questionable reputation of this "egg 
donation center^' — before running 
thisad. Potential donors undergo pelvic 
exams, hormone tests, blood tests for 
infectious diseases and cervical cul-
tures for STDs — and that is only the 
initial screening. The actual process of 
egg donation includes daily injections of 
fertility drugs to help mature the eggs. 
A physician then uses a long needle to 
retrieve the eggs while the woman is 
under anesthesia. 

There are potential health risks 
involved. A donor could encounter 
anesthesia complication, infection 
or excessive response to the fertility 
drugs. Fertility drugs given to young 
women might cause problems later in 
life, such as increased risk of breast or 
ovarian cancer. These arc factors for an 
adult to consider, not a college student 
in need of quick cash. 

I ask the editor of the Thresher to 
pull this ad from the back page. Is it 
really worth the $15 a week? 

Nastassja Lewinski 
Hanszen junior 

Tampon users not 
Earth's greatest threat 
To the editor: 

We find it insul t ing that Adriana 
Ramirez bel ieves it n e c e s s a r y to 
invite Rice women to "clear your 
minds and pre tend that you a re 
c o m f o r t a b l e wi th y o u r p e r i o d " 
("How to toss the tampon and save 
the Ear th , " Oct. 22). 

It e ludes us why Ramirez, who 
poses as an advocate for women , 
th inks so little of us that s h e sys-
tematically a s s u m e s that she is the 
only woman en l igh tened e n o u g h 
to d i scuss h e r period in — gasp! 
— the public a rena . Let u s reas-
su re he r that mos t Rice women 
are , in fact, qui te comfor t ab l e with 
the i r pe r iods and are not mere ly 
p re tend ing . 

Ramirez f u r t h e r e r r s when she 
a s s u m e s that the "real threat" to the 

env i ronment is t ampons , when in 
fact near ly all t a m p o n s a re m a d e of 
b iodegradab le cot ton and account 
for m u c h less was te vo lume than , 
say, the a m o u n t of toilet pape r 
f lushed by one pe r son in a s ingle 
m o n t h . She even m o r e decept ively 
neg l ec t s to admit that the Keepe r 
h a s been subject to ve ry few clinical 
s tud ies , and in fact no data ex i s t s 
to p rove tha t th i s a l te rna t ive is 
s a f e r t han t ampons . T h i s omiss ion 
is i r r e spons ib le and a d i s se rv ice 
to the w o m e n she be l ieves s h e 
is en l igh ten ing . 

Desp i te h e r e f f o r t s to c o n s e r v e 
in th is s ingle minor arena, Ramirez 
cannot expect that mere ly us ing 
t h e Keepe r can c o m p e n s a t e for 
h e r w a s t e f u l h a b i t s e l s e w h e r e . 
We sugges t that if Ramirez w i s h e s 
to " th row away [he r ] s y n t h e t i c 
p r o d u c t s of ea r th -dea th and s t a r t 
living anew," she should actually 
c o n s e r v e fuel, cut up t hose plastic 
r ings , recycle consis tent ly and per-
h a p s even attend an Ear th Day rally. 
Until then, we will keep our "Playtex 
pear ly t a m p o n s of doom." 

Sara Leibovich 
Hanszen senior 
Emily Mullins 

Hanszen junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

"• • Letters 
m Letters to the editor should 
be sent to the Thresherby e-mail 
to thresher&rice.edu. Letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 
the Monday prior to a Friday 
publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
T h e Thresher r e s e r v e s the 
right to edit letters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 internat ional via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
c lass i f ied a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at thresher-ads@rice. 
edu or (713)348-3967 for more 
information. 
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Guest column 

0 Lost in translation: Voting from abroad 
Living abroad during this presi-
dential election r e m i n d s m e of be-
ing a little kid at the zoo, peer ing at 
animals f rom behind a thick pane 
of glass. 

Now, as then, 1 some-
times wish I were on the 
inside where the action is. 
Watching the presidential 
debates on an unstable In-
ternet connection in China 
is certainly not as satisfying 
as catching the live action 
with Peter, Tom or Dan on 
the three networks. 

Neve r the l e s s , th i s im-
por t an t elect ion w e i g h s 
u p o n t h e s h o u l d e r s of 
o v e r s e a s A m e r i c a n s . T h e bipar-
tisan e f f o r t to ge t out t h e vote 
f rom London to Bei j ing h a s been 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d . Both c a m p a i g n s 
have Web si tes and suppor t sy s t ems 
set up for r eg i s t e r ing o v e r s e a s vot-
e r s and ob ta in ing t h o s e unre l iab le 
a b s e n t e e ballots. 

But despite these efforts , the vot-
ing abroad success rate is not as high 
as it should be. I, like many American 
s tudents he re at Peking University, 
registered for absentee voting before 
I departed. I was assured I would 
receive my ballot with ample time 
to fill it out and send it back before 
Nov. 2. My count ry promised that 
my vote would count. 

No such luck. I'm not the only 
one left out in the cold. Students 
hailing from Oregon to Virginia and 
from Minnesota to Texas still haven't 
received ballots, and time is running 

out. Maybe some county registrars 
forgot where C h i n a — o r South Africa 
or Australia — exists on the map. 

Sure the delay can be blamed on 
the Chinese or U.S. postal 
services. But the United 
States has been administer-
ing absentee ballots ever 
since farmers and frontiers-
men were needed to work 
or protect the land. This 
practice soon extended to 
citizens whose jobs kept 
t h e m away f r o m h o m e 
on Election Day. Today, 
absentee voting is offered 

in every state in varying 
degrees and fashions. It is 

an old system, and it ought to work. 
Young Americans studying abroad 
cannot "rock the vote" if the ballots 
are not received in time. 

People are voting 
abroad in record 

numbers — or at least 
they are trying to. 

So after too many delayed absentee 
ballots and fruit less ef for ts to contact 
our hometowns, my friends and I de-
scended upon the U.S. Embassy. We 
cast our votes on emergency write-in 
absentee ballots and sent them back 
to the West via FedEx. 

The embassy clerks I spoke to said 
that more than 178 people had c o m e 
in to cast emergency ballots the day 
before. People are voting abroad in 
record numbers — or at least they 
are t rying to. If this many people are 
voting last-minute at the embassy, 
imagine all of the citizens still hang-
ing onto the hope that their absen tee 
ballots will arrive on time in the mail. 
That means, on a global scale, there is 
a potential loss of votes large enough 
to determine the outcome of a closely 
fought election. 

If c lose e lec t ions a re any indica-
tor of the value of civic duty, the 
sys tem n e e d s s o m e life s u p p o r t . 
Ballots cannot go out to in terna-
t ional c i t i zens only o n e m o n t h 
be fo re the elect ion. 

So whether Sen. John Ker ry or 
President George W. Bush is elected 
on Nov. 2, I challenge the victor to 
put U.S. democracy into effective 
worldwide application. T h e citizenry 
is excited and should be ensured the 
right to vote. Ultimately, the next 
president needs to r e m e m b e r the 
overseas civilians who defend de-
mocracy by giving them the chance 
to exercise it. 

Amer i cans abroad shou ld not 
be passive o b s e r v e r s looking in at 
U.S. democracy t h r o u g h t h e g lass . 
Voting abroad should be like a pet-
ting zoo: Sure , we don' t ge t to be 
with the d o n k e y s and e l e p h a n t s for 
long — but we do when it coun t s . 

Jo Kent is a Baker College junior cur-
rently studying at Peking University. 

Rice Voices 

Religion no longer a Democratic Party faux pas 
F o r t h e p a s t decade, the Republican 
Party has claimed a monopoly on 
the te rm "Conservative values." T h e 
Democrats have done precious little 
to recoup this lost ground. 
Certainly former President 
Bill Clinton didn' t help . 
President George W. Bush 
defines himself as the sole 
defender of conservative 
virtues, relying principally 
on his "small-town Texas" 
o r ig ins and prayer-and-
crucifix photo-ops. 

Th i s year, Sen. John 
K e r r y p o s e s a s e r i o u s 
chal lenge to that divine 
m a n d a t e . T h e s e n a t o r , 
taking a cue from the GOP's over-
whe lming s u c c e s s the past four 
years , h a s ceased to ignore the 
forbidden topic of the Democrat ic 
Party — the deadly phrase "conser-
vative values" — and has instead 
defined it in his own context, both 
domestically and internationally. 

Ames 
Grawert 

Kerry has done 
something novel ...he 

has acknowledged 
the church. 

Bush's actions have given Ker ry 
the opportunity to mount this chal-
lenge. T h e Republican Party 's con-
servative values have moved away 
from the small government fiscal 
responsibility policies that defined 
the dynamic Ronald Reagan-Marga-
ret Tha tcher duo. Instead, Bush has 
focused on a wholehear ted defense 
of a specific rel igious and moral 
ideology. In place of the traditional 
southern "states' r ights" Republican 
p la t fo rm, t h e F e d e r a l M a r r i a g e 
Amendment explicitly sets a prec-
edent that re legates moral policy to 
the federal government . 

T h e F e d e r a l M a r r i a g e Act , 
now on the floor of the Senate, is 
similarly heavy-handed because it 
would remove the Supreme Cour t ' s 
appellate and original jurisdiction 
regarding the 1996 Federal Defense 
of Marr iage Act and would en t rench 

a certain viewpoint on the issue of 
homosexual marr iage. 

Bush has removed power from the 
states and consolidated it in his and 

the U.S. Congress ' hands, 
litis policy has aided Bush 
in becoming a cult icon to 
the religious right, which 
seeks an increased place 
for God in the state, but the 
policy threatens to alienate 
modera te Christ ians and 
traditional small-govern-
ment Republicans. That ' s 
where Kerry comes in. 

In past years, the Dem-
ocrats have responded by 
ignoring religion. Swing 

voters were forced to choose between 
a state strongly influenced by the 
church or a government completely 
devoid of a moral compass. 

Ker ry ha s done some th ing novel 
for a Democra t i c candida te : He h a s 
acknowledged the c h u r c h . In the 
first and third pres ident ia l deba tes , 
K e r r y e n d e d h i s s p e a k i n g t ime 
with the t r ademark Bush line, "God 
b less Amer ica ," and in t h e second 
deba t e h e r e f e r e n c e d his faith and 
the i m p o r t a n c e of Cathol ic ism in 
h is life. He def ined himself as a de-
f ende r of faith in the United States , 
expla ining that as p res iden t h e had 
no duty but to respec t all re l ig ions 
and allow the i r f r ee pract ice , even 
when that f r ee prac t ice i n t e r f e r e s 
with h i s own beliefs . 

Kerry actively sought the middle 
ground and a modera te philosophy 
ne i ther l iberal no r conserva t ive . 
It remains to be seen if this new 
Democratic strategy will play well 
with modera te Christian voters, but 
it is a change that could allow them 
to break f ree of the assumption that 
Democrats encourage a form of state-
mandated tolerance that leaves no 
one happy. Ker ry is not a Massachu-
set ts liberal, but ra ther a s ta tesman 
who respects all beliefs. 

In the international arena, Ker ry 
has made overt re ferences to himself 
as another Reagan and a second 
John F. Kennedy. He prides himself 
on be ing commit ted to res tor ing 
American dignity by forfeiting the 
United States' untenable role as a 
world police force. Instead h e pro-
poses to lead o ther f ree nations of 
the world as a superpower aware 

of its own great but ultimately finite 
military powers. 

'ITiis is the much-vaunted global 
test explained in the first debate: that 
the United States is most powerful 
when working with not just the United 
Kingdom, but o ther s t rong allies 
as well. This encroaches on Bush's 
"strong on national security" mes-
sage by acknowledging the need for a 
strong war on terror, but offers an al-
ternative means of executing this new 
war that invokes the style of popular 
leaders Kennedy and Reagan. 

Kerry began his campaign as a 
lackluster liberal with little prospect 
for the Oval Office. T h e man that has 
emerged during the presidential race 
is a very different figure, one who can 
finally fulfill the promise of being, as 
Bush claims to be, "a uniter, not a 
divider," revitalizing the Democrat ic 
party in the process. 

Ames Grawert is a 
junior. 

Ijfvett College 

Guest column 

National security trumps 
Social Security this year 
F o r m e , this election and the 
next four years are cen te red on 
one issue: our national security. 
To be candid, a be t ter tax plan and 
Social Security are not 
going to be of any use 
to m e if I am killed in a 
terrorist attack. For this 
reason, the clear choice 
is re-electing Pres ident 
George W. Bush, what-
ever you might think of 
his budge t or education 
policies. 

I am not resor t ing 
to scare tactics, as each 
side accuses the o ther 
of doing. I am simply 
acknowledging the 3,000 murde r s 
on Sept. 11,2001, and the ensuing 
war on terror. I was not listening 
on Feb. 23, 1998, when leaders 
of Islamic t e r ro r organizat ions 
declared war on the United States: 
"We — with God's help — call on 
every Muslim who believes in 
God and wishes to be rewarded 
to comply with God's order to kill 
the Americans and plunder their 
money wherever and whenever 
they find it." But I hear them now. 
T e r r o r i s t s have been w a r r i n g 
with the United States since the 
1980s, and it is only now that we 
are fighting back. 

In three years, Bush has made 
huge s tr ides against terror ism. 
Afghanistan has turned from an 
oppressive, totalitarian terroris t 
regime to a democracy with f ree 
elections. Libya has completely 
abandoned its weapons of mass 
destruction programs and sought a 
closer alliance to the United States. 
Saddam Hussein is no longer pay-
ing $25,000 stipends to the families 
of Palestinian suicide bombers ; 
sheltering 1993 World Trade Cen-
ter bomber and FBI's most wanted, 
Abdul Yasin; or organizing attacks 
against the United States. 

Russian P res iden t Vladimir 
Putin said in January that his own 
intelligence informed him that "of-
ficial organs of Hussein's regime 
were preparing terrorist acts on 
the territory of the United States 
and beyond its borders." But now 
most of the "organs" have been 
removed, and Hussein is in prison. 
All of this has been a direct result 
of President Bush's actions. 

Bush ' s opponent . Sen. John 
Kerry, does not have a s t rong 
track record on the issue of ter-
rorism. He voted in favor of the 
war in Iraq when it was politically 

Carr 
Taylor 

advantageous and has changed his 
opinion many t imes since. 

Ker ry ' s vote in the first Gulf 
War is more indicative of his at-

t i tude toward foreign 
policy. After Iraq invad-
ed Kuwait to exploit its 
oil reserves , the United 
Nat ions au thor ized a 
coalition to expel the 
Iraqi forces. However, 
despi te U.N. suppor t , 
Kerry voted against the 
use of force. 

While his argument 
against this current war 
in Iraq has been that 
the United States went 

alone (never mind the support 
of England, Japan, Poland, Italy, 
Australia and others) , the first 
Gulf War did not pass Kerry ' s 
"GlobalTest," despite the approval 
of the United Nations and a coali-
tion of 39 nations. 

In addition to all his votes 
in favor of cutting military and 
CIA budgets , Ker ry clearly has 
mistrusted the U.S. military and 
lacks the resolve to use it when 
necessary. This weakness could 
be fatal if he were commander 
in chief. 

Looking ahead, many t asks 
remain to be accomplished by our 
next president. U.S. forces must 
help Iraq secure and rule itself. 
President Bush has the dedication 
and the will to use our military and 
to finish our work in Iraq. 

Iran and North Korea are both 
dangerous reg imes with develop-
ing nuclear capabilities. In both 
of these situations, multinational 
talks are taking place to help de-
ter the two nations from seeking 
WMD. Bush is proving in these 
instances that he is willing and 
able to use diplomacy. He has an 
accura te u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the 
war on ter ror and how the United 
States should win it. 

K e r r y i gno re s the war and 
ea r l i e r th i s m o n t h c o m p a r e d 
t e r r o r i s m to p ros t i tu t ion and 
organ ized gambl ing . T h e prob-
lem with K e r r y ' s line of think-
ing is that o rganized gambl ing 
ha s not m u r d e r e d t h o u s a n d s of 
Amer icans , nor will it m u r d e r 
t h o u s a n d s m o r e . T e r r o r i s m 
has — and Bush is the l eader 
bes t able to defend our national 
secur i ty and defea t th is th rea t . 

Carr Taylor is a Will Rice College 
sophomore. 
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vote pck m 
AND a UNIf££> AMERICA j 

1 

Self-proclaimed gadfly 

Election 2004: Too much mud, too much fighting, too few facts 
Recently I received an angry, flame-throwing 
e-mail from someone upset over my statement 
that the United States has not found any wea[>-
ons of mass destruction in Iraq. In misspelled 
and profanity-laced prose, he told 
at me to gel my facts straight, as if 
it were un-American — or worse, 
liberal — to believe that there were 
no WMD in Iraq. 

But facts are facts. You can-
not argue the existence of WMI) 
on liberal or conservative lines. 
U.S. troops did find a few shells 
of sarin and mustard gas. But the 
leftover duds not are indicative of 
a current program, and they are 
not, in any way, the massive WMI) 
stockpiles that were used to justify 
the invasion. 

We did not invade Iraq because of a few 
potential shells of chemical weapons. We went 
into Iraq because of the purported existence 
of a massive, hidden nuclear, biological and 
chemical program, not to mention "unmanned 
aerial vehicles that could be used to disperse 
chemical or biological weapons." 

Rice Voices 

Evan 
Mintz 

Bush's own chief weapons inspector, 
David Kay, said, "Iraq did not have a large, 
ongoing, centrally controlled chemical weap-
ons program after 1991." U.S. inspectors 

themselves recognize that Iraq 
had "no stockpile, no productions 
land 1 no program to do produc-
tion."The list goes on, but there is 
only one conclusion: The original 
WMD justification for invading 
Iraq was false. 

But to the individual who sent 
me an e-mail, these facts do not 
matter. Supporting the invasion of 
Iraq is the right wing position, and 
opposing the invasion is the left 
wing position. By this measure, my 
position was left wing, and to this 

individual, the left wing is wrong. 
1 wonder why in the United States facts 

can be disregarded merely because of sup-
posed political leaning. Cable news is a great 
example. Every show seems the same. There 
is an issue, and someone from the "left" ar-
gues with someone on the "right" about it. 
Nothing is resolved; no point is made. 

News channels should provide news and 
leave opinions to the opinion page. " 11 anility 
and Colmes," "Crossfire" and similar shows 
claim they provide a service because a balanced 
debate is sure to reveal the truth and call out 
politicians' lies and misdoings. 

However, this setup all too often leads 
people to regard the facts behind any issue 
as relative, dependent on which side o! the 
political spectrum you choose — no true 
answer except your own. 

In a failed attempt 
at balance, news 

organizations have 
rendered the facts pointless. 

Actual news shows are substituting debate 
for substantial coverage. With these left ver-
sus right arguments touted as balance, any 

sort of critical thinking is regarded as bias, 
not valid proof. 

Today there is no true answer about health 
care, Iraq or global warming because any an-
swercan be dismissed as "lelt wing" or "right 
wing." A real debate show would be welcome, 
but all loo often, there are just political hacks 
screaming at and over each other. 

In a failed attempt at balance, news orga-
nizations have rendered facts pointless. The 
media used to check politicians by hard work, 
asking the tough questions and investigative 
reporting. 

But no more. Now media ownership is 
consolidated into huge corporations that 
increasingly rely on arguments between "left 
wing" and "right wing" pundits, who pass 
their arguments off as hard work instead 
ol the much more laborious work of actual 
reporting. It doesn't hurt that two politicos 
yelling at each other for 30 minutes probably 
gets much better ratings than an investigative 
report on policy. 

Then again, this is just my liberal opinion. 

Evan Mintz is a Hanszen College freshman. 

Making your vote count means not settling on a donkey or an elephant 
The m o s t incredible thing hap-
pened in the second presidential 
debate. The moderator, Charles 
Gibson, killed the donkey and the 
elephant with one stone. 

The two candidates, Republi-
can President George W. Bush 
and Democratic Sen. John Kerry, 
were asked directly to explain 
their respective spending plans. 
They didn't. 

So Gibson struck. "I have heard 
you both say during the campaign, 
I just heard you say it, that you're 

going to cut the deficit by a half in 
four years," he said. "But I didn't 
hear one thing in the last three-and-
a-half-minutes that would indicate 
how either of you do that." 

This might have been funny if 
the two candidates had used their 
30-second extension to answer the 
question. But they didn't. Bush 
repeated himself. Kerry attacked 
Bush. The question was simple, yet 
neither candidate even attempted to 
answer it at all. 

This is probably because both 

W -

candidates are incapable of coming 
up with an original thought when 
asked a question point-blank. Each 
has a team of advisers who write 
their lines for them. We would like 
to think we heard Bush 
and Kerry speak their 
minds in the debates , 
but almost everything 
they said was in the form 
of carefully constructed 
sound bites meant to 
reach the most voters with 
the fewest words. 

In other words, their 
advisers told them to say 
what we want to hear. 
The result is a dumbed-
down election that has no 
substance and little real 
difference between the candidate* 
messages. 

David 
Axel 

we keep creating the 
IJM& so conditioned to the patterns of our dcffyl 
[we buy Into the idea that we have no control af« 

tat tHe fiLeePDo wl (k) 
t$ that the thoughts in our head can InftuencoA 
what's happening in the "real world". 
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Both candidates are 
pandering to voters in 
a desperate attempt to 

secure more votes. 
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By preaching to the choir, both 
parties have also become self-delu-
sional about the virtue of their plat-
forms. Sen. John Edwards opened 
the vice presidential debate with 
the zinger, "Mr Vice President, 
you are still not being straight 
with the American people" — as if 
Kerry and Edwards were. Edwards 

earned points for boldness, but 
in reality, both candidates — and 
their vice presidential running 
mates — are skewing the facts to 
their advantage. 

For example, accord-
ing to "90 Minutes Later" 
in the Oct. 11 Newsweek, 
Bush claimed 100,000 
troops, police, guards, 
special units and border 
patrol agents trained in 
Iraq. But Pentagon docu-
ments show 8,169 Iraqi 
police have completed 
eight weeks of training, 
with 46,176 listed as 
untrained. 

Bush is not the only 
one stretching the truth. 

Kerry claimed that $2(K) billion was 
being wasted on the Iraqi venture, 
but he included estimated future 
expenses and money set aside for 
the 2005 fiscal year, inflating the 
current cost by $80 billion. 

Both candidates are pandering 
to voters in a desperate attempt 
to secure more votes. Neither de-
serves yours. 

The real tragedy is not that both 
candidates are worthless airheads, 
but that the country is so caught 
up in whether to vote for or against 
Bush, we forget Kerry i> not the 
only alternative. 

"Huh?" you might say. Most 
people think thai anyone who 
votes for an independent or write-in 
candidate such as Ralph Nader is 
just throwing his vote away — or 
worse, puuing Bush back in office. 
It would be, but only if the country 

continues to let itself be forced to 
choose between worthless, cor-
rupted pundits running around in 
Washington. 

We can vote for whomever we 
want, but to do so, we must real-
ize that our votes do count, espe-
cially if we don't vote for Bush or 
Kerry. Sure, the person you vote 
for might not get elected. But then 
you wouldn't have helped elect the 
dimwit who wins. 

.. both parties have 
also become self-
delusional about 
the virtue of their 

platforms. 

If everyone realized we are not 
bound to the lesser of two evils, 
we might actually elect someone 
we want to be in office. Sure, this 
person might not be experienced or 
might not know how politics in the 
White Housework, but this person 
would not be jaded orcorrupted by 
those politics. More importantly, 
this person would have the true 
mandate ol the people and could 
be trusted io act on behalf of the 
people, not for his own self-interest 
or agenda. 

David Axel is a Brown College 
junior. 
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CIC hires temporary 
service coordinator 

by Kamna Balhara 
K)R THE THRESHER 

After a one-month search, Com-
munity Involvement Center Director 
M ac Griswold hired Jennifer Alice as 
the temporary Community Service 
Coordinator of the CIC. A former 
director of the Baptist Student Min-
istries for Rice and the Texas Medical 
Center, Alice replaces former CIC As-
sistant Director Uath Sharon, who left 
in September to work at a volunteer 
organization in Atlanta. 

Alice, who began Oct. 20, will 
serve in the position until June 3, 
and a permanent assistant director 
will begin working either July 1 or 
Aug. 1, Griswold said. 

The assistant director is respon-
sible for the CIC-sponsored Alterna-
tive Spring Break trip to Reynosa, 
Mexico, and the International Service 
Project in San Lucas Toliman, Gua-
temala. Planning for the two service 
projects begins soon. Students will 
begin applying to go on the trips as 
early as Nov. 5. 

The assistant director is also 
responsible for coordinating the 
summer Urban Immersion program 
for incoming freshmen and advising 
community service organizations 
that focus on literacy, tutoring and 
mentoring such as America Reads 
and Counts. 

Finding a permanent replacement 
for the assistant director is a lengthy 
process because a national search 
is usually conducted, Griswold said. 
The field is extremely specialized, 
and few people in the country are 
qualified for the position, he said. 

Given the small amount of time 
available to fill the position, Alice was 
hired after a brief search to coordinate 
community service while a perma-
nent director is found, Griswold said. 
Alice will not the full responsibilities 
of assistant director, he said. 

"We got very lucky with [Allee]," 
Griswold said. "She really has the 
qualifications that we look for." 

Having worked with the 
Baptist Student Ministries for 
nine years — serving as director 
for three — Allee is experienced in 
organizing community service proj-
ects on university campuses. She 
has worked a longs ide many 
Rice students and is already known 
on campus, Griswold said. In 
addition, Allee has visited and ar-
ranged mission trips to both Mexico 
and Guatemala. 

Allee said she is looking forward 
to working at the CIC. 

"I love being around students, I 
love going on the trips," she said. 
"I like the whole college atmo-
sphere." 

The CIC will run advertisements 
for the new assistant director be-
ginning in January, Griswold said. 
Starting an employee search at the 
beginning of a semester is typical, 
he said. 

Hie search committee will involve 
five to six students and three staff 
members. 

'fiie last search for an assistant 
director started in Sept. 2003 and 
ended in Dec. 2003. Griswold formed 
a search committee of three staff 
members and representatives of 
several student community scrvice 
organizations. The committee se-
lected Sharon, a graduate of Rutgers 
University and the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, in 
Dec. 2003. 

Sharon started at the beginning 
of the 2004 spring semester and left 
Sept. 28. 

She will work as the associate 
director of civic engagement at I lands 
On Atlanta, an organization that helps 
individuals and groups find various 
volunteer activities in the Atlanta 
metropolitan area. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The foiiowing items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period Oct. 20-26. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College 

Hanszen College 

Oct.21 Bicycle stolen. 

Oct. 22 DVD player stolen from lobby. 

Sid Richardson College Oct. 23 

Hanszen College Oct. 24 

Lovett College 

Academic Buildings 
Keck Hall 

Oct. 24 

Oct.22 

Other Buildings 
Student Center 

Mudd Building 

Parking Lots 
Greenbriar Lot 

Oct. 20 

Oct. 25 

Suspicious person reported 
walking onto campus and entering 
Sid. Subject arrested for public 
intoxication on fourth floor. At the 
RUPD station, subject fought with 
and threatened to kill officers. 
Non-Rice subject charged with 
retaliation and transported to 
Harris County Jail. 

Officers saw private party at 
Hanszen had spilled over into 
quad. Group told to stop drinking 
in public at 3 a.m. Officer returned 
five minutes later and saw four 
subjects still outside drinking. One 
student referred to University Court 
for public intoxication. 

Three laptop computers reported 
stolen. 

Caller claimed her bicycle, which 
was reported stolen, was later 
secured at Keck Hall bike rack. 
Officer advised caller to file 
appropriate paper work to claim 
her bike since it was not registered 
with RUPD. 

Subject arrested for theft of books 
from Campus Store, remanded to 
Harris County Jail. 

Male student found smoking 
marijuana in restroom. Student 
released to Lovett master. 

Oct. 25 Vehicle struck while parked in lot. 

STUDENT-ATHLETE 
From page 1 

school to pursue a career in profes-
sional sports are not included in the 
statistic. This year 's national 
rankings for student-athletes 
exhausting their eligibility and 
African-American student-ath-
letes had not been released as of 
Wednesday. 

The NCAA also reports a four-
class average of the graduation 
rates. Student-athletes who ma-
triculated at Rice from 1994 to 1997 
graduated at a rate of 82 percent, the 
same rate as the entering classes 
of 1993 to 1996. 

'[The graduation 
rate] speaks very 
highly of the athletic 
department in 
general. They seek out 
good athletes as well 
as very intelligent 
people that have high 
academic priorities.' 

— Jackie Rellas 
Hanszen College senior 

May said Rice's consistently 
high graduation rate reflects 
student-athletes' commitment to 
academics. 

"It speaks volumes about the 
kids," May said. "They're here to 
get the degree. They know that is 
the most fundamentally important 
thing about being at Rice — to be 

successful in the classroom, get 
their degree and go on to graduate 
school, or get a great job." 

Hanszen College senior Jackie 
Rellas, a soccer player who served 
as one of two Rice representatives 
to the WAC's Student-Athlete Ad-
visory Committee for the 2003-'04 
academic year, said the athletic 
department is also responsible 
for the university's student-athlete 
graduation rates. 

"It speaks very highly of the 
athletic department in general," 
Rellas said. '"ITiey seek out good 
athletes as well as very intelligent 
people that have high academic 
priorities." 

Martel College junior Blair 
DiSesa, one of Rice's current rep-
resentatives to the WAC SAAC, 
said playing a sport can benefit 
student-athletes academically. 

"Athletes at Rice are definitely 
driven individuals, and we are 
willing as a group to put in the ef-
fort that it takes to be successful 
at Rice," DiSesa, a tennis player, 
said. '"Hie discipline that we have 
in our sports definitely overlaps 
with the discipline we need for 
our studies." 

Rice female student-athletes 
entering in 1997 graduated at a rate 
of 95 percent, while the graduation 
rate for male student-athletes was 
76 percent. I"he four-class aver-
ages for female and male student-
athletes were 94 and 78 percent, 
respectively. 

The NCAA also r e p o r t s 
sport-specific graduation rates 
for baseball, football, men's and 
women's basketball, and men's 
and women's cross country/track 
and field. 

Rice's baseball team had a 

graduation rate of 60 percent for 
the 1997 entering class and a 
four-year average of 58 percent. 
'Die men's basketball team's rates 
were 54 percent and 75 percent, 
respectively No other sport for 
which a rate is reported individu-
ally had a four-class average below 
79 percent. 

May said the lower rates for 
these sports do not imply that 
t h e s e s t u d e n t - a t h l e t e s a re 
less focused academically while 
at Rice. 

"If you leave early in good stand-
ing, you count against the numbers 
whether you transfer or just disap-
pear," May said. "In baseball, we 
have kids coming out after their 
junior year to play professionally. 
... Kids that transfer in good stand-
ing shouldn't count against you. 
They're not an academic problem 
— they just want to go to school 
somewhere else." 

Starting next year, the NCAA 
will calculate an addit ional 
statistic, the Graduation Suc-
cess Rate, which will not penal-
ize schools for student-athletes 
who transfer in good academic 
standing. 

DiSesa said the Athletic De-
partment's Academic Services 
Department helps student-athletes 
graduate. 

"Every athlete comes into Rice 
with the expectation that they're 
going to graduate," DiSesa said. 
"Athletes know that if they're 
having difficulty, there's definitely 
support available, which I think 
is a huge plus about the Athle.'c 
Department at Rice." 

Assistant Athletic Director 
for Academic ServicesJ ulie Griswold 
could not be reached for comment. 
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Team receives NSF 
grant for research 

by Jenny Rees 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STMT 

A Rice r e s e a r c h t eam will 
inves t iga te the var ia t ion that 
occu r s in cel ls with ident ical 
gene t ic m a k e u p u s ing a $1.5 
million grant f rom the National 
Science Foundat ion . T h e NSF, a 
g o v e r n m e n t agency that f u n d s 
r e s e a r c h in sc ience , awarded 
the five-year g ran t to a t eam led 
by Chemical Eng inee r ing and 
Bioengineer ing Professor N ikos 
Mantzar i s Tuesday . 

T h e t e a m will s t u d y t h e 
levels and t y p e s of v a r i a n c e 
that occur in genetically iden-
tical cel ls r a i sed in ident ica l 
environments. 

Biochemistry and Cell Biol-
ogy Depar tment Chair George 
B e n n e t t , a m e m b e r of t h e 
r e sea rch team, said the cells 
show a s u r p r i s i n g d e g r e e of 
variance. 

"If you look at a population of 
presumably genetically identical 
individuals — bacterial cells in 
th i s c a s e — t h e y s h o u l d all 
behave the s a m e or have the 
same sort of phenotype," Ben-
nett said. "But if you look at the 
variation in n u m b e r s of particular 
proteins of a particular kind in 
the cell, they won't all be exactly 
the same." 

The researchers will catalogue 
the level and types of variation 
that occur within a population of 
cells with the same genotype and 
study how that variation affects 
the ways cells survive and adapt, 
Bennett said. 

"Even t h o u g h I t h e ce l l s l 
are genetically identical, you'll 
have some sort of distribution 
in the population, and that might 
m a k e t h e m m o r e s u i t e d to 
some fluctuation in condition," 
Bennett said. 

T h e r e s e a r c h will p rov ide 
i n s i g h t i n t o t h e w o r k i n g s 
of b a c t e r i a s u c h a s E. col i , 
which will be u sed in the ex-
pe r imen t s . and will con t r ibu te 
to k n o w l e d g e a b o u t op t ima l 
g rowth , Bennet t said. 

"If one pa r t i cu l a r n u m b e r 
of molecules is optimal for cell 
growth, then if you have a broad 
variation of that, you have quite 
a few cells that aren't at their op-
timum," Bennett said. "But they 
may have an advantage in ability 
to respond to some certain type 
of condition." 

The project will involve math-
ematical modeling of the variation 
in genetically identical cells as 
well as e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n with 
t h e p rac t i ca l r e s u l t s of t h a t 
var ia t ion. T h e r e s e a r c h t eam 
consists of faculty m e m b e r s with 
different types of expert ise, Ben-
nett said. 

"It w o u l d b e p r e t t y h a r d 
for one s ingle p e r s o n to put 
f o r t h th is k ind of app roach , " 
Benne t t said. 

Chemical Engineering Depart-
ment Chair Kyriacos Zygourakis 
and Bioeng inee r ing P ro fe s so r 
Ka-Yiu San arc also part of the 
research team. 

Graduate and undergraduate 
s tudents will be involved in the 
research. Bennett said. 
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Do-gooders welcome 
Non-profit organizations recruit students at the Good Works Fair Tuesday in the Grand Hall of the Student Center, 

hosted by the Career Services Center. 

CLUBS 
From page 1 

all its principal officers must be Rice 
students. A club must register with 
the Clubs Office each year and may 
not discriminate on the basis of race, 
religion, color, sexual orientation or 
national origin. 

In addition, all new clubs must 
be approved by the SA Senate. This 
requirement gives the SA the op-
tion to devise additional unspecified 
criteria. Matthews said he thinks the 
SA has reserved this power so deci-
sions affecting student organizations 
will not be entirely in the hands of 
administrators. 

" [The basic cri teria for be ing 
considered a club] are listed rather 
explicitly, but I think people arc still 
confused," Matthews said at the meet-
ing. "There 's other stuff that 's left up 
to the discretion of the SA, and that 's 

istoru Department 
J I SPRING COURSES 

WRITING HISTORY: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN AMERICAN HISTORY 
HIST 130, MWF 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM 

Kersten Biehn, Ins t ruc tor 
How has the in te rdependency between h u m a n s and their na tura l env i ronment shaped American his-
tory? Intensive writ ing course will examine social and economic t r ends that were affected by h u m a n s ' 
reliance on na tu re and dissect stereotypes: ecological Indians , genteel planters , rugged f ron t ie r smen , 
and others will be scrutinized in the quest to discover how myths have helped define American culture. 
Enrol lment limited to 12. 

WRITING HISTORY: U. S. MUSEUMS & HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
HIST 131, TTH 10:50 AM - 12:05 PM 

Sally Anne Gutt ing, Ins t ruc tor 
Intensive wri t ing course will examine the history of m u s e u m s and historic preservat ion in the United 
States and provide s tuden t s the oppor tun i ty to survey deba tes within the public history communi ty . 
Topics will include: the purposes of museums , controversies such as the Enola Gay at the Smithsonian , 
representa t ions of minori t ies , heri tage tour ism, and the challenge of historical preservation. 

WRITING HISTORY: THE MODERN CONSERVATIVE 
MOVEMENT IN U. S. POLITICS 
HIST 132, MWF 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM 

Greg Eow, Ins t ruc tor 
Intensive wri t ing course will analyze the d ramat i c rise of the conservative movement in the last fifty 
years of U. S. politics. Examinat ion of the movement ' s political and intellectual leaders and the inst i tu-
t ions that suppor t t hem. Topics include: l iber tar ianism, an t i - communi sm, neo-conservat ism, social 
conservat ism, and cri t iques of conservat ism in its different var iants . Enrol lment limited to 12. 

WRITING HISTORY: SOUTHERN IDEAS & THE IDEA OF THE SOUTH 
HIST 133, TTH 10:50 AM - 12:05 PM 

Benjamin Wise, Ins t ructor 
Intensive wri t ing course approaches the American South as both a region and a concept in an a t tempt 
to uncover the relat ionship between the history of the region and the culture it produced. Exploration 
of the "idea of the South," its uses in the lives and imaginat ions of all sou therners through fiction, film, 
and music f rom and about the South in the 20th century. Enrol lment limited to 12. 

CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF DISCRIMINATION: 
RACE, GENDER & SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

HIST398, TTH 2:30 PM - 3:50 PM 
Professor David Dow, University of Houston I ^ w School 

Course will cover the history of discr iminat ion in the United States on the basis of race, gender , and 
sexual or ienta t ion; examinat ion of the roots of th is d iscr iminat ion, consider some of its causes, and the 
legal ef for ts to eradica te it. Enrol lment limited to 30. 

where things get a little hazy." 
The open-ended role of the SA in 

club approvals has prompted senate 
members to call for clarification. Wiess 
College President Edith Arnold said 
students have not been well enough 
informed about the process. 

"You need to make it clear to 
people who are applying to be a club 
what exactly that means," Arnold said 
at the meeting. 

Matthews said voting m e m b e r s 
of the senate may also be confused 
about the approval process. 

'Th i s is the only vote where (vot-
ing members] get to represent their 
constituencies," Matthews said. "I 
think it's unfair to | the members ] 
that the system isn't better defined. 
I was a voting member of the SA for 
two years, and I would've felt a lot 
better in my vote | to approve a club | 
if I knew what it was based on." 

Hie SA currently has no spe-
cific guidelines for approval, and 
the senate has approved virtually 
all proposed clubs during the past 
few years. 

Birenbaum said the senate should 
set an objective standard and approve 
all clubs that meet this standard. 

"Why is the SA just start ing to talk 
about this now?" Birenbaum said at 
the meeting. "I don't think the SA 
should have the power to exclude 
certain clubs." 

Value to students and originality 

are two possible considerations in tin 
approval process. Some s tudents at 
the meet ing said the SA has approved 
c lubs that offer only minor variations 
on existing ones. 

Lloyd said compared to o ther 
s c h o o l s . Rice h a s an e x c e s s of 
clubs. 

"I looked at how univers i t i es 
across the nation review clubs, and 
our peer institutions don't approve 
anything close to the kind of clubs 
we've been approving," Lloyd said 
at the meeting. 

L o v e t t C o l l e g e P r e s i d e n t 
Lanny Bose said Rice's relative-
ly l iberal c lub approval p r o c e s s 
is no t n e c e s s a r i l y a p r o b l e m . 
"We keep talking about the issue of 
resources , but all these clubs get is 
the ability to put flyers up 011 Fondren 
I Library] and to open bank accounts," 
Bose, a senior, said at the meeting. 
"What is this hurt ing? It's hur t ing 
nothing." 

While official s t a tus d o e s not 
g u a r a n t e e u n i v e r s i t y f u n d i n g , 
c lubs may r e q u e s t f u n d s f r o m the 
P r e s i d e n t ' s S tudent P r o g r a m m i n g 
F u n d and t h e S t u d e n t Act ivi ty 
Fund . Clubs a re also able to re-
s e r v e r o o m s in the S tuden t Center , 
set up mai lboxes and C h a s e bank 
a c c o u n t s t h r o u g h t h e O f f i c e of 
S tudent Activities, pa r t i c ipa te in 
activit ies fairs, and use the Rice 
n a m e and logo. 

HOMECOMING BALLOT 
King 

Dr. Camacho 

Farnsworth Pavilion 

Late Night Pie Club 

Mimi's New Van 

Queen 

Mimi 

Mrs. Camacho 

Powderpuff Football 

The Triple Option 

Ballots can be cast at http://sa.rice.edu/ today through Wednesday. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• Ideas, nominations and concerns regarding the search for the dean 
of undergraduates may be submitted to newdean@gmail.com. 

• The senate approved the ballot for the SA Homecoming Elections, 
which will be held Oct. 29-Nov. 3. 

• SA President Derrick Matthews led a discussion on the s tandards the 
senate should use when considering clubs for approval. See story, 
page 1. 

• The senate approved the Lipstick Club, an organization dedicated 
to promoting women s sexuality. The club will discuss birth control, 
sexually transmitted d i seases and other aspec ts of sexual behavior, 
and will bring speakers to campus. Anyone who wants more infor-
mation should contact Martel College senior Carla Martinez-Brito at 
carla@rice.edu. 

The next meeting will be Monday in Farnsworth Pavilion in the Student 
Center. 
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Two projects win Envision grants 
by Ruth Samuelson 

THKESHKR STAFF 

The first round of this year's En-
vision Grants, which are awarded 
for student projects three times 
a year by the Leadership Rice of-
fice, were announced Wednesday. 
Two of four proposals received 
funding. 

The Rice Educational Aware-
ness Club for Higher Learning, 
an organization that guides low-in-
come high school students through 
the college admission process, 
was given $1,000. A charity art 
auction organized as a project for 
the Leadership Rice class received 
$250 initially but may obtain more 
funding with proposal revision. 

Created by Brown College 
junior Yian Liu, REACH is a new 
group on campus dedicated to 
teaching junior students at Lee 
High School in Houston about vari-
ous aspects of the undergraduate 
education. The Rice students will 
give presentations on choosing a 
college, financial aid and scholar-
ship opportunities. They also plan 
to help edit application essays and 
hold two events on the Rice cam-
pus. Liu conceived the idea for the 
group in the spring. Her Envision 
Grant will primarily fund food, 
printing and other costs. 

"There's always been problems 
with the educational system in 
America," Liu said. "There's such 
a large gap between the rich and 
poor. ... Consider the number of 
people from urban schools that 
go to college — it's a very, very 
depressing number. It's important 
to help [because] we're in college 
now, we have some time and we 
probably won't later." 

The second initiative is the Owl 
Parade, modeled after similar art 
auctions in Houston and Chicago, 
proposed by Sid Richardson Col-
lege sophomore Denise Bear and 

a group of collaborators. The 
Art Department is creating 15-
20 blank, fiberglass lft-inch owl 
molds to provide to the Athletic 
Department, residential colleges 
and various clubs on campus 
to decorate. The owls will be 
displayed in glass cases in the 
Student Center for auctioning. 
Profits for each owl sold will be 
split by the owl's creator and the 
"I Have a Dream" mentoring and 
tutoring program in Houston. 
Bear said her group wanted to find 
a strongly rooted, local organiza-
tion for the project. 

'Consider the number 
of people from urban 
schools that go to 
college — it's a very, 
very depressing 
number.' 

— Yian Liu 
Envision Grant winner 

"Often, students get so involved 
with the Rice bubble," Bear said. 
"Raising money for us is impor-
tant, but there are other groups 
that need the money more than 
us. Allowing s tudents to raise 
money for themselves and simul-
taneously raise money for outside 
organizations is a really good thing 
to do. " 

To fund the project, the group 
is applying for multiple grants on 
campus. They requested $2,500 but 
were only given $250 by the com-
mittee to get their project started. 
The group hopes to receive more 
Envision Grant money after revis-
ing its proposal to include more 
recent developments. 

Whenever helpful, the com-
mittee provides feedback on the 
applications, Leadership Rice As-
sistant Director Natalia Ksiezyk, 
who coordinates the Envision 
Grant program, said. Grants are 
never awarded twice to the same 
project 

"The original intention of the 
Envision Grant was also to give 
students experience in writing 
grants and proposals asking for 
money," Ksiezyk said. "It's a 
component of many jobs. So we 
try not to just say yes or no, but 
coach the students in writing 
better proposals." 

REACH originally submitted a 
proposal last spring, but after ten-
tative approval, decided to apply 
again in the fall, when it would be 
better organized and more likely 
to obtain increased funding. 

"Yian's program a d d r e s s e s 
a communi ty need ," Ksiezyk 
said. "But the strength of this 
proposal is that we saw from last 
spring to now how much work 
she did and how much progress 
she made with a committed team 
of people." 

Similarly, an architecture stu-
dent lounge and materials library 
project proposal submitted this 
fall by Lovett College senior Mark 
VVatabe was given conditional 
approval, provided he c rea te 
a more detailed time line and 
budget, Ksiezyk said. 

Since the Envision Grants 
program began in 1995, more 
than 100 proposals have been 
funded. Past grants have subsi-
dized the founding of the Coffee-
house and Lovett Undergrounds. 
Grants range from $200 to $2,500. 
The President 's Office provides 
$15,000 for undergraduate grants 
and $2,500 for graduate projects 
annually. Applications for the 
next round of Envision Grants 
are due Feb. 10. 

ELECTION 

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Time sequence photography show# the stages of the lunar eclipse late Wednesday. These photographs were 
taken between 10:30 p.m. ancPmldnlght. 
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beginning at 8 p.m. in Hanszen and 
Wiess Commons. Light refresh-
ments, funded by the President's 
Office, will be served, and door prizes 
will be given away, Parrett, a Martel 
College sophomore, said. 

The viewing will feature multiple 
news organizations projected onto a 
split screen, with an audio feed that 
will rotate about every 15 minutes, 
Parrett said. Smaller televisions in 
the Hanszen Upper Commons will 
also be available for viewing, Adviser 
to the President Maryana Iskander 
(Wiess '97) said. 

President David Leebron will 
arrive close to the start of the event, 
and his family may accompany him, 
Iskander said. 

An invitation to the viewing was 
sent by e-mail to faculty, staff and 
students, stating, "[The election] 
provides a wonderful opportunity for 
us to come together as an academic 
community to watch history in the 
making and to discuss with each other 
the implications of this significant 
election." 

The event will provide an oppor-
tunity for faculty members to interact 
with suirientsand staffin thecolleges, 
Iskander said. 

Wiess senior Haley Fletcher said 
she will attend the event. 

"I think that sounds like a great 
idea," Fletcher said. "That sounds 
like a good way to see what's going 
on on election night." 

Baker College junior Elyse Free-
man said the event will encourage 
more students to watch the election 
results. 

"It will get people together to 
watch something like that," Free-
man said. "It will probably get some 
people who would watch it except 
that they would forget or that they 
wouldn't watch it alone or that they 
don't have a TV." 

Everhart said he hopes students 
will stay at the viewing for other 
reasons than just the food. 

"I would hope that they stick 
around because we are — at least 
we're supposed to be—an intellectual 
community, and talking about these 
important political issues should play 
a role in that," Everhart said. 

For many Rice undergraduates, 
this will be their first opportunity to 
vote in a presidential election. Young 
Democrats President Samir Patelsaid 
he expects voter turnout at Rice will 
exceed that of in past elections. 

"It's going to be huge turnout," 
Patel, a Jones College senior, said. 
"It's going to be a lot bigger than the 
year 2000 nationally, and I'm pretty-
sure, with the whole 'Get Out the Vote' 
thing that we had with the Democrats, 
Republicans and the Rice Vote Coali-
tion here this year, that there are 
going to be a lot more people voting 
here at Rice as well." 

Freeman also said she thinks turn-
out will be high for this election. 

"I know a lot of people who are 
voting," Freeman said. "Most of my 
friends, if they haven't already voted 
through absentee ballots, are defi-
nitely voting. Emotions are running 
high. Right now, I only know very few 
people who are not voting." 

Rice College Republicans Presi-
dent Pat Hastings said he thinks 
turnout at Rice will be similar to that 
in past elections. 

"I think turnout will be pretty typi-
cal to previous elections — maybe 
slightly higher, but typical," Hastings, 
a Martel sophomore, said. "College 

.students are often pretty apathetic, 
and I expect that to be the same this 
election." 

Parrett said it is important that 
s tudents express the i r political 
opinion^. 

"It's important for college students 
to vote, because we make up a great 
proportion of people in this country, 
and if we don't vote, a large portion of 
the country's voice isn't being heard," 
she said. "And college students also 
have a lot of opinions about politics 
and what goes on in their country." 

Patel also said voter turnout is 
especially important among college 
students. 

"It's unfortunate that kids our age 
don't vote because they're apathetic," 
Patel said. "The truth is that if more 
people our age did vote, politicians 
would probably have to pay more 
attention to our concerns." 

The Vote Coalition organized 
several events this year to fa-
cilitate voter registration. The 
organization's activities included 
registering new students during 
Orientation Week, sponsoring 
the music event Rock the Vote, 
working with Leebron on a letter 
that was delivered to students' 
mailboxes encouraging them to 
register and vote, and supplying 
college coordinators ' offices with 
registration materials, Parrett said. 
The Vote Coalition also delivered 
voters' guides to the mailboxes of 
all s tudents who are registered to 
vote at Rice, Everhart said. 

Patel said the Young Democrats 
invited politicians and other speakers 
to their meetings. Hastings said the 
College Republicans did not plan any 
special events this year. 

Early voting for those unable to 
reach the pollsTuesday began Oct. 18 
in Harris County. The nearest location 
is the Fiesta Mart on Main St 

Brown College freshman Claire 
Randall will serve as the precinct 
judge for Precinct 361. Jones senior 
Stacey Lavender was elected by 
the Young Democrats to serve as 
precinct chair. The Democrats are 
in charge of the position because 
the majority of Rice voters voted 
for the Democra t ic guberna to -
rial candidate in the last election, 
Everhart said. 

In the 2000 presidential election. 
Democratic presidential candidate 
A1 Gore won the Rice precinct 
with 343 of the 725 votes cast, or 
47.3 percent of the vote. Republican 
candidate George W. Bush received 
28.1 percent of the vote, and Green 
Party candidate Ralph Nader took 
22.5 percent. 
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REGISTRATION! 
From the 

Office of the Registrar and Academic Advising ... 
All Students Registration Information 

• Registration occurs during the week of November 1-5, 2004. Failing to register by 
11:59 PM, Friday, November 5, 2004, will result in an automatic assessment of a $55 
"Failure to Pre-Register" fee to your account. 

Undergraduate Students - Advising and Priority Information 
Undergraduates, see your academic advisor prior to Spring 2005 registration. (Note that 
registration begins on November 1, 2004). 

• After discussing your spring course selections, your advisor will provide you with a form to 
take to your college coordinator. 

Your college coordinator will issue you a Registration - Add/Drop PIN. 

The Registration - Add/Drop PIN is needed to register for classes. This PIN can only be 
obtained after meeting with the academic advisor. 

I) 

•) 

Required Spring 2005 R e g i s t r a t i o n begins November 1, 2004. The schedule is as follows: 

Seniors Completion of 90 credits or more, registration begins at 12:01 AM, November 1. 

Juniors Completion of 60 credits or more, registration begins at 12:01 AM, November 2. 

Sophomores Completion of 30 credits or more, registration begins at 12:01 AM, November 3. 

Freshmen Registration begins at 12:01 AM, November 4. 

Graduate Students - Advising and Registration Information 
• Registration - Add/Drop PINs are not required of graduate students. Please see your 

department coordinator for questions concerning the advising process specific to your 
academic department. 

• Registration for the Spring 2005 semester begins on November 1, 2004. You may reiiister 
for classes online, anytime beginning 12:01 AM on November 1, 2004. 

• Registration deadline is Friday, November 5, 2004. Failing to register by 11:59 PM, 
Friday, November 5, 2004, will result in an automatic assessment of a $55 "Failure to 
Pre-Register" fee to your account. 

•) 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS MOUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

NOV. 4, 2004. 
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YOU CAN PLAY 
THESE SONGS 
WITH CHORDS 

The popular, hip band 

Death Cab for Cutie 

plays at Numbers 

tonight with Pretty 

Girls Make Graves. 

Tonight. Doors open at 

6 p.m., show starts at 

7 p.m. $18. Numbers. 

300 Westheimer. 

Please call 

(713) 629-3700 

for tickets. 

t o n i g h t a n d 
t o m o r r o w 

FRIGHT FEST 

Looking for a cheap 

thrill this Halloween? 

Catch the classic zombie 

flick The Return of the 

Living Dead at the River 

Oaks this week. 

Tonight and tomorrow 

at midnight. 

The River Oaks. 

2009 West Gray St. 

Please call 

(713) 866-8881 

for more information. 

o n g o i n g 

BRUSH UP YOUR 
SHAKESPEARE 

The screwball comedy 

Leading Ladies makes 

its world premiere at the 

Alley. The play follows 

two Shakespearian 

actors forced to 

play for the Amish. 

Through Nov 6. 

Fridays at 8 p.m., 

Saturdays at 2:30 and 

8 p.m., Sundays at 

2:30 and 7:30 p.m., 

Tuesdays-Thursdays 

at 7:30 p.m. 

$25-54. 

The Alley Theatre. 

615 Texas Ave. 

Call the box office 

at (713) 228-8421. 

THE MARRYING M:\ 

Lovett's 'Importance' a Wilde, witty success 
Christina M. Frangos 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Lovett College's production of 
Oscar Wilde's famous satire The 
Importance of Being Earnest suc-
ceeds with consistent laughs, despite 
uneven performances. 

ft 

'the importance of 
being earnest ' 

Lovett College 
Rating: • • • 1 / 2 (out 

of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 4 p.m. 

A humorous parody of Victorian 
England's upper class, Importance 
tells the story of two friends caught 
in a complex plot of lies and social 
hurdles as they attempt to woo and 
marry two beautiful, wealthy women. 
Jack Worthing (Lovett College junior 
Brian Doctrow), a self-admitted liar us-
ing the alias Ernest in London to hide 
his questionable past, falls in love with 
Gwendolen Fairfax (Lovett sophomore 
Becky Shim), the cousin of his best 
friend Algernon Moncrieff (Lovett 
freshman Adam Williams). When 
Gwendolen's mother, Î ady Bracknell 
(Hanszen College sophomore Tatum 
Clinton-Selin), refuses to allow Jack 
to marry Gwendolen, he desperately 
attempts to gain the mother's affection 
and convince her of his worthiness. 

When Algernon has the chance 
to visit Jack's house in the English 
countryside where Jack's beautiful 
ward Cecily Cardew (Hanszen soph-
omore Nicola Lugosch) resides, Al-
gernon jumps at the opportunity for 
romance. Everyone at the country 
house believes Ernest is Jack's un-
seen brother. Obstructed by various 
imaginary brothers, friends, aliases 
and their own personal faults, Jack 
and Algernon must extricate them-
selves from the mess in order to win 
over I-ady Bracknell and the hearts 
of Gwendolen and Cecily. 

Williams steals the show with his 
relaxed nonchalance and pompous 

MOVIES OF MYSELF 

LIZ KIM/THRESHER 

Algernon (Lovett freshman Adam Williams) swoons for Cecily (Hanszen sophomore Nicola Lugosch) in Importance. 

carriage. He seems perfectly com-
fortable on stage, and his natural 
delivery contains just enough imma-
turity to display Algernon's complete 
self-interest. Using sneaky glances 
and body language to convey the "bad 
boy" image, he succeeds in seducing 
Cecily and the audience. 

Lugosch convinces us of Cecily's 
wild nature, batting her eyelashes 
and providing just enough sexual 
innuendo. She adeptly executes her 
character's biting candor. At the same 
time, Lugosch shows Cecily's child-
like tendencies through energetic-
excitability and enthusiasm. 

Clinton-Selin is an absolute hoot 
with her shrill voice and sarcastic 
adaptation of a judgmental English 

aristocrat, Lady Bracknell's obvi-
ous skepticism of Cecily's personal 
qualities is quickly assuaged by Jack's 
mention of Cecily's inheritance, 
and Clinton-Selin's portrayal of this 
drastic change in opinion is obvious 
and comedic — a true expression 
of Wilde's parody of the British 
nobility's idiosyncrasies. 

While these actors stand out, 
several others lack their exagger-
ated expressions, voice inflections 
and gestures. The play would have 
benefited from better enunciation 
and slower speech. Many of the ac-
tors appear nervous, and their voices 
lose power as a result. 

Lovett senior David de Give's set 
is minimalist, consisting of revers-

ible panels, a set of French style 
doors, an orange silk upholstered 
chaise lounge, a wooden table, 
chairs and bookcase. Despite such 
simplicity, the set works well enough 
to establish the setting. ( 

Costuming by Lovett sophomores 
Rachel Green and Sarah Taylor cap-
tures the Victorian style with chiffon 
and lace dresses, top hats, and dapper 
suits and waistcoats. Period-appropri-
ate and unobstrusive piano selections 
maintain the performance's refined 
air during intermissions. 

Importance provides lots of 
laughs, and Lovett's production 
grasps most of its elements of social 
parody and humor through the per-
formances of a few strong actors. 

'Tarnation' filmmaker revolutionizes the documentary 

• Jonathan Schumann 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

On first impression, Jonathan 
Caouette seems like any other 
30-something. He is outgoing, per-
sonable and, in striped pants and a 
collared shirt, disarmingly stylish. 
But Caouette is no ordinary 30-some-
thing. Many critics think his first 
feature film, the beautiful documen-
tary Tarnation, has revolutionized 
non-fiction filmmaking. 

I hope at the end of 

the day this movie can 

just inspire would-be 

filmmakers to get out 

and make a film.' 
— Jonathan Caouette 

'Tarnation' director 

In fact, to call Tarnation a 
documentary at 
all seems some-
how inappropri-
ate. As Caouette 
c h r o n i c l e s his 
coming-of-age with 
a schizophrenic 
mother, the film es-
tablishes a searing 
level of intimacy 
with the viewer. 
Caouette culled 
over 160 hours of 
home movie and 

COURTESY WEllSPRING MEDIA 

Jonathan Caouette and his mother Renee Leblanc In Tarnation, a new documentary. The film chronicles Caouette's 
coming-of-age through vibrant use of home movies, montages and testimonials. 

left the theater feeling as though 
I were on a first-name basis with 
the filmmaker. When 1 sat down 
to talk with Caouette, a Houston 

See DOCUMENTARY page 11 

testimonial footage, and seems to 
have chosen the most cathartic, and 
at times uncomfortable, moments. 
There is no faceless narrator, just 
on-camera testimonials and a vi-

brant catalog of images that range 
from brutal to melancholy to humor-
ous and ultimately hopeful. 

Because the film's style and 
subject matter are so personal, 1 
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IH)\"I IU: SCARED! 

A Mighty Scream: 
Me and scary movies 

It 's an image we know all too 
well: T h e m a s k e d , emot ion less 
killer sp ies on the unsuspect ing, 
u n d o u b t e d l y b l o n d 
a n d b i g - b r e a s t e d 
would-be victim. We 
all know wha t ' s go-
ing to happen — a 
me lodramat i c c h a s e 
s c e n e leading to an 
i n e v i t a b l y b l o o d y 
conclus ion. And yet, 

if you a re any th ing 
like me , you still lap 
up the cheap thrills as 
if they w e r e new. 

W h e n you th ink 
about it, s lasher mov-
ies facilitate moviegoing at its 
mos t communa l . We all gasp 
when the killer pops into the 
f rame and we all groan when the 
peroxide-haired heroine pops out 
of her top. The re is something 
oddly comfor t ing and certainly 
unique about sitting down in a 
theater full of s t rangers , anxious 
to be scared together. As the 
theater darkens and the credits 
roll, there is palpable excitement 
and a silent rush. The monster is 
about to be unleashed. 

At this moment, there is always 
that lone audience member who 
takes the fun too far. You know, 
that guy who screams just a bit 
too loudly, with a tone and pitch 
just feminine enough to illicit 
rapid-fire laughter and pointing 
from the crowd. When the killer 
rounds the corner and catches 
up with the heroine, he ' s the one 
who jumps into his neighbor's lap, 
burying his head into their chest, 
terrified for life. 

Oh, by the way, that 's me. 
I'm the guy who spills pop-

corn when I f reak out, c lenches 
up d u r i n g t h o s e oh-so- tense 
moments , and bu r s t s into tears 
when paralyzed with fear. You 
know — the works . It 's cathar-
tic, it 's exhaus t ing and it's as 
involved as I ge t in any main-
s t r eam film. 

T h e f i r s t t ime I f r e a k e d out 
in publ ic was d u r i n g I Know 
What You Did Last Summer, t h e 
t e r r ib ly der iva t ive h o r r o r flick 
that fol lowed Scream in the late 
1990s and h e l p e d m a k e b lood 
and g u t s p o p u l a r aga in . It w a s 
t h e c lass ic u n d e r a g e s cena r io . 
My f r i e n d s and I s n u c k into 
t h e t h e a t e r f ee l ing so cool. We 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

t h o u g h t we de f in i t e ly l o o k e d 
17, a l t h o u g h w e w e r e jus t w e e 
l ads of 13. We sat t h e r e salivat-

ing, w a i t i n g fo r t h e 
h e a d s to rol l . 

Cut to 20 minu tes 
in to t h e f i lm w h e n 
the ra incoat-wearing 
killer with a giant fish-
h o o k d i s e m b o w e l s 
h is first victim. Not 
so cool then . Scream-
ing, clutching onto the 
a r m r e s t for dea r life, 
I had to be calmed by 
my f r iends . 

T h i s t y p e of be-
h a v i o r h a s b e c o m e 

a virtual pathology, following 
m e th rough my t e e n s to the 
present-day. I am current ly that 
guy who people do not want to 
invite to scary movies. I have a 
reputation. 

I'm the guy who 
spills popcorn 
when I freak 
out, clenches 
up during those 
oh-so-tense 
moments, and 
bursts into 
tears when 
PARALYZED 
with fear. 

I am, however , s lowly at-
t e m p t i n g to cond i t ion mysel f . 
I have b e e n s t u d y i n g the clas-
s ics at h o m e — Halloween, 
The Silence of the Lambs, The 
Hunger, Dressed to Kill — in 
h o p e s t ha t m a y b e t h i s y e a r 
s o m e o n e will b e b r a v e e n o u g h 
to t ake m e out , and tha t I will 
buck t rad i t ion and no t e m b a r -
r a s s mysel f . 

So, if you are t ak ing in a 
s c a r y f l ick t h i s H a l l o w e e n , 
take me with you. I p r o m i s e 1 
won' t s c r e a m . Well, at least not 
too loudly. 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College junior and arts and enter-
tainment editor. 

Medical 
Clinic 

The Right Prescription for Pre-Meds 

At Kaplan's Medical School Clinic event, learn 
from a panel of doctors and admissions experts 
about practicing medicine, careers in medicine, 
and inside tips on medical school admissions. 

Wednesday, November 10th from 6:00-8:00 PM 
Rice University's Keck Hall, Room 100 

Co-Sponsored by Rice Pre-Medical Society 

Call or visit us online today register. 

KAPLAN 
Test Prep and Admissions 

1 8 Q 0 K A P T E S T 
kaptest.com/clinic 
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COURTESY THE HOUSTON GRAND OPERA 

Butterfly (Patricia Racette) resolves to give her child to her lover's wife Kate Pinkerton (Fiona Murphy) In the Houston 
Grand Opera's production of the Puccini opera Madame Butterfly. 

New production deftly captures the 
tragic beauty of Puccini's 'Butterfly' 
Chr i s t i na M. F r a n g o s 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAEF 

Love, be t rayal and seduc t ion 
abound with harrowing effect in the 
Houston Grand Opera ' s superlative 
production of the classic Puccini 
opera Madame Butterfly. 

'madame butterfly' 

Houston Grand Opera 
Rating: • • • * (out of five) 

Through Nov. 13 

VJortham Center's Brown Theater 

Tickets starting at $14 

The opera, which takes place in 
early 20th century Nagasaki , Japan, 
tells the tale of a young geisha named 
Cio-Cio-San (Patricia Racette), given 
as a wife to a U.S. naval lieutenant 
as part of a h o m e lease. B P. Pinker-
ton (Paul Char les Clark), a selfish 
womanizer, sees Cio-Cio-San, or But-
terfly, as easily disposable when he-
re tu rns to the United States to find 
a real wife. Butterfly, only 15 years 
old, naively believes in P inker ton ' s 
love and awaits his re turn . She is left 
destitute, disowned by h e r family, 
finding comfor t only in he r servant 
Suzuki (Mika Shigematsu) . 

Convinced P i n k e r t o n will re-
turn to h e r and the i r son T roub l e , 
But terf ly res i s t s the o f f e r s of o the r 
sui tors , and anxious ly awai ts the 
day she will s ee h e r h u s b a n d ' s 
warsh ip on the hor izon . 

C o s t u m e r A n i t a Yav ich ad-
h e r e s to the s ty les of t h e early 
20th c e n t u r y se t t ing , t ak ing more 
symbolic r a the r than exper imen ta l 

l iber t ies . T h e J a p a n e s e c h a r a c t e r s 
wear beaut i fu l ly co lo red , elabo-
rate k imonos and obis , while the 
A m e r i c a n s wea r s h a d e s of off-
white. W h e n But te r f ly c o n v e r t s to 
P inke r ton ' s Chr is t ian rel igion and 
r e n o u n c e s h e r family ' s Buddh i s t 
faith, h e r J a p a n e s e re la t ives str ip 
he r of h e r red k imono , leaving 
white c lo thes u n d e r n e a t h . 

Sets by Michael Yeargan appro-
priately fit the Japanese location. 
Opaque rice paper and b a m b o o 
screens lower and rise f rom the ceil-
ing. Some are painted in the design 
of the American flag while o thers are 
a stark white. A giant Buddha looms 
over the scene in which Butterfly 
is disowned. Flower petals shower 
from the stage ceiling when Butterfly 
prepares for Pinkerton's re turn after 
seeing his ship in the distance, and 
blood red petals and a giant wall of 
red fabric fall from the ceiling as 
Butterfly takes her own life. 

Madame Butterfly 
is filled with 
BEAUTIFUL 
harmonies, arias 
and duets that 
soothe and satisfy. 

Racette, a soprano who last year 
sang the title role in Jenufa, possesses 
an honest voice, full in both upper 
and lower registers. As she recalls 
her husband's memory, her vibrato 
trembles, full of emotion. 

As an ac t ress , Racet te p o r t r a y s 

the awkward cul tura l d i f f e r e n c e s 
and m a k e s t hem s e e m h u m o r o u s . 
She bows to the A m e r i c a n s with 
the rigidity and n e r v o u s n e s s of 
an u n s u r e girl, yet m o c k s Goro 
( N i c h o l a s P h a n ) , t h e m a r r i a g e 
b r o k e r who set up Cio-Cio-San and 
P inke r ton , with a comic imitat ion 
of U.S. j u d g e s and J a p a n e s e marital 
d i f f e r ences . 

Mika S h i g e m a t s u , a m e z z o -
soprano making h e r HGO debu t , 
s ings the role of Suzuki beauti-
fully in d u e t s with Racet te . She 
h ighl ights Puccini ' s ch roma t i c i sm 
in a tastefully nuanced way, and 
she appropriately d rama t i ze s h e r 
exaggera ted shock at d i scover ing 
Pinker ton ha s r emar r i ed . 

Clark, a tenor , s i ngs the ro le 
of P i n k e r t o n with lus t fu l snob-
b e r y and t imbra l w a r m t h , but in 
Act 1, t h e o r c h e s t r a too o f t e n 
d r o w n s out h is d u e t s with bari-
t o n e P e t e r C o l e m a n - W r i g h t , a s 
P i n k e r t o n ' s a rmy p e e r S h a r p l e s s . 
Coleman-Wright ma in t a in s impor-
tance in his voice even d u r i n g his 
due t with P i n k e r t o n as the l ieuten-
ant l amen t s leaving Butterf ly . 

The orchestra, under the direc-
tion of conductor Patrick Summers , 
plays cleanly and provides beautiful 
accompaniment. T h e roundness of 
the horn sound during Butterfly's 
wedding night scene part icularly 
s tands out. 

Madame Butterfly is filled with 
beautiful harmonies, arias and due t s 
that soothe and satisfy. This HGO 
production, while certainly not as dra-
matic or elaborate as its last Puccini 
production, Tosca, is never the less 
emotionally charged. 

THRESHER-ARTS@RICE.EDU 
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COURTESY FINE LINE FILMS 

Imelda Staunton stars as the title heroine in Vera Drake, the new film from 
British writer/director Mike Leigh (Secrets & Lies). 

'Vera Drake' deftly 
tackles difficult subject 
Stephen Fell 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Let's face it: Abortion just isn't that 
entertaining. As for basing a movie 
on it — one would have to be either 
crazy or British. 

'vera drake' 

in t h e a t e r s 
Rating: • • • 

(out of five) 

( I 

Vera Drake, a new film from Mike 
Leigh (Secrets & Lies), focuses on 
illegal underground abortions in 
early 1950s London. It is not a date 
movie to say the least. 

Vera Drake is a tough film to 
watch and an even tougher film 
to form an opinion about. Leigh 
brings his points across so slowly 
and gently that it will undoubt-
edly turn most viewers away or 
put them to sleep outright. While 
some may find kernels of insight 
among the slow actions, others 
are sure to be left with confusing, 
ambiguous feelings. 

Vera Drake is 
a TOUGH film 
to watch and an 
even tougher 
film to form an 
opinion about. 

The film tells the story of a 
middle-aged woman, Vera Drake 
(Shakespeare in Love's Imelda 
Staunton), whose arrest for per-
forming illegal abortions subse-
quently throws her family into 
turmoil. At a time when the Drake 
family, like most in Europe, is miss-
ing some of its members — both 
the father and the son had fought 
in World War II — the potential of 
the mother leaving to carry out a 
jail sentence promises to demol-
ish its entire infrastructure. The 
family remains strong, yet with 
the mother's looming absence, 
everything goes wrong. 

On many levels, the film inter-
ests itself with the familial role of 
the mother, a complicated notion 
because Vera spends her personal 
time preventing other women from 
becoming mothers. Vera performs 
abortions illegally, and the film in-
cludes her disturbing work. 

llie narrative also includes a rich 
woman, Susan (All or Nothing's 
Sally Hawkins) who upon being 
raped, secures herself an abortion 
through her doctor and psychia-
trist. It does not directly fuel the 
Drake story line, but it effectively 
contrasts a rich woman's experi-

* < -

ence with those of all the working 
class women who comprise Vera's 
clientele. Leigh utilizes this devise 
to underscore the idea that if abor-
tion is made illegal, its accessibility 
will only affect poor women. 

Despite this subplot, the film 
never fully delves into the abor-
tion debate. In that respect, Leigh 
deserves praise for taking such 
a highly contentious issue and 
refusing to overly politicize the 
film as a whole. In other hands, 
the film may have become didactic. 
Fortunately, Leigh's treatment is a 
character study. 

Leigh deserves 
praise for 
taking such 
a highly 
contentious 
issue and 
refusing to overly 
POLITICIZE the 
film as a whole. 

The film rests on Staunton's 
performance, and she is amazing. 
For the first half of the movie, she 
comes off as a sweet, pleasant and 
selfless woman. When the audience 
finds out about the abortions she 
performs, her innocence prevents 
anyone from passing judgment. 

This is an interesting story 
device, but perhaps a little too un-
believable. We want to know why 
Vera feels the need to put herself 
and her family at risk, but Leigh only 
allows Staunton to weep. Neverthe-
less, she still manages a powerful 
performance that will surely garner 
her award attention. 

While Leigh sets up a potentially 
intriguing moral dilemma, he re-
quires too much of his audience. 
When the film ends, the viewer is 
left to sort through the complicated 
subtext, struggling to develop his 
own conclusions. 

COURTESY WELLSPRING MEDIA 

A snapshot of Jonathan Caouette and his mother Renee Leblanc, featured in the new documentary Tarnation. The 
film follows Houston native Caouette's struggle to find an identity and deal with his mother's schizophrenia. 

DOCUMENTARY 
From page 9 

native who now lives in New York 
City, I asked him how he created 
and maintained this intimate tone. 

"It's ironic that they are calling 
me the documentary of the year," 
Caouette said. "(The film] is a mem-
oir. It inadvertently morphed into a 
documentary." 

I jke literature's best memoirs, the 
film covers emotionally tumultuous 
ground. Caouette said he at times 
questioned his decision to put him-
self, and the lives of his loved ones, 
so far into the public realm. 

Although Caouette examines the 
specific difficulties that come with 
having a mentally ill parent and a 
dysfunctional family, viewers can 
readily identify with the film's com-
ing-of-age framework. 

"It seems to be a very accessible 
film for people; people personal-
ize with it," Caouette said. "It is a 
really out-there, crazy movie and 
people really seem to get it and 
understand it." 

Caouette makes heavy use of 
pop culture iconography, effectively 
splicing scenes from films as diverse 
as Rosemary's Baby and Come Back 
to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, 
Jimmy Dean into montages. Rose-
mary's Baby's Ruth Gordon shares 
more than a passing resemblance 
to Caouette's grandmother, who 
ligures prominently in the film. 

"I just went through everything 
and found ironic payoffs left and 
right," Caouette said. 

The sound track, which includes 
artists such as Marianne Faithfull, re-
inforces the reflective mood without 
manipulating the viewer. Film junkies 
in particular will delight in footage of 
a play Caouette put on in high school. 
With a score of Faithfull's hits, the 
play was a musical version of David 
Lynch's Blue Velvet. 

Caouette said Faithfull's "Ballad 

of Lucy Jordan," which he first heard 
in Ridley Scott's Thelma and Ijjuise, 
inspired the production. 

"I got very ambitious about it," 
Caouette said. "We lip-synced three 
Marianne Faithfull songs and three 
songs from Blue Velvet." 

At a bare-bones budget of $217.32 
— Caouette throws this number out 
but concedes that much of the equip-
ment he used was either donated or 
borrowed —Tarnation proves that 
anybody can make a film. 

"I hope at the end of the day this 
movie can just inspire would-be 
filmmakers to get out and make a 
film," Caouette said. 

'[The Sundance Film 

Festival] quickly woke 

me up from my newbie, 

neophyte filmmaking 

self. It was filmmaking 

boot camp, really. It was 

crazy. It was a circus.' 
— Jonathan Caouette 

'Tarnation' director 

After completion, Caouette en-
tered the film in the MLX film festival 
in New York, where it garnered sup-
port from established filmmakers 
John Cameron Mitchell (Hedwigand 
the Angry Inch) and Gus Van Sant 
(Elephant), who quickly signed on as 
executive producers. The film then 
headed to the Sundance Film Festival 

in January, where Wellspring Media 
picked it up for distribution. 

'The Sundance experience was 
like the New York Stock Exchange 
for the film world," Caouette said. 
"It quickly woke me up from my 
newbie, neophyte filmmaking self. It 
was filmmaking boot camp, really. It 
was crazy. It was a circus." 

Having survived Sundance, the 
Cannes Film Festival and press 
junket after press junket, Caouette is 
poised to make his mark on the film 
world. He speaks of directors such as 
John Cassavetes (A Woman Under the 
Influence), Todd Haynes (Far From 
Heaven) and Lars von Trier (Dogville) 
with passion, knowledge and admira-
tion. One senses that, while a creative 
talent himself, Caouette is still truly 
a film fan at heart. 

His next project, which he will only 
describe in the most ambiguous terms, 
will involve editing three films by the 
same 1970s director to produce a new. 
completely unrelated narrative. 

"I hope that people can remember 
that the human condition is still around," 
Caouette said about the declining state 
of cinema. "|Computer Generated Im-
agery | and production override stories 
now. I think story and realism should 
come back to cinema." 

With Tarnation, Caouette has 
already done his part to revive a 
realist cinematic tradition. As the 
film's frenetic montages slow and 
Caouette plunges into the brutal 
day-to-day reality of his existence, 
a powerful emotional honesty 
emerges. This is a rare sensation at 
the movies today, one that heralds 
the arrival of a new talent and a new 
kind of film. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Educate yourself 
regarding "Jews" for Jesus 

Do not debate. 
Politely disengage from the conversation 

www.geocities.com/realjewsforjesus 

Houston Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life 

Are you POSITIVE 
that he's 

NEGATIVE? 
l ake control of your life, and get the health care you need 

Planned Parenthood offers confidential testing for STIs, 
including IIIV. We also offer annual checkups, birth control, 

emergency contraception and pregnancy testing. 

Register onl ine at www.pphouston.org to download a 
coupon for $10 off an office visit 

1.800.230.PLAN www.pphouslon.org 

Planned Parenthood 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. P 

http://www.geocities.com/realjewsforjesus
http://www.pphouston.org
http://www.pphouslon.org


Page 12 

Thresher Sports 
THE RICE THRESHER Frid Friday, October 29, 2004 

Soccer looks to extend 
shutout streak tonight 
WAC tournament berth, seed at stake this weekend 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The soccer team can clinch the second 
seed and a first-round bye in the Western Ath-
letic Conference tournament with wins tonight 
against San Jose State University and Sunday 
against Fresno State University. 

San Jose State (5-11-1, 2-3-1 WAC) has 
improved from the team that went 2-16 last 
year, losing in double overtime to three-time 
defending WAC champion SMU and beating 
Fresno State. Both San Jose State and Fresno 
State (5-7-3, 2-2-2) need wins this weekend to 
have a chance at emerging from the crowded 
playoff picture that has six teams separated by 
one game and competing for the four remain-
ing spots. 

"At this stage in the game, you've got 
these teams that are behind us statistically 
and playing their heads off trying to get into 
the conference tournament," head coach 
Chris Huston said. "San Jose [State] and 
Fresno [State] have to win to get into the 
conference tournament, so they're going to 
come out guns 'a' blazin'." 

Rice (11-3-3, 3-2-1) has won all three of 

its previous games against San Jose State, 
including a 2-0 victory on the road last year. 
Since Rice began its varsity soccer program, 
the Owls have split four meetings with Fresno 
State, but beat the Bulldogs twice last year, 
including a 3-0 victory in the first round of the 
WAC tournament. 

"Fresno [State] and San Jose [State] have 
had some very good results, they're both going 
to be difficult games," senior forward Becky 
MacAlIister said. "Because it's our last home 
weekend, everyone is going to be so excited to 
play, especially the seniors. Because we know 
what's at stake, everyone's going to step it up 
and play really well." 

Î ast year. Rice lost to Southern Methodist 
University and Hawaii in the regular season 
and was seeded third in the conference tour-
nament as a result. When the Owls played 
the Mustangs in the conference champion-
ship match, it was Rice's third game in three 
days but only SMU's second. The Mustangs 
scored the game-winning goal in the last 
minute of the match. 

"The opportunity to finish second in the 
WAC, which would ensure a first-round bye 

See SOCCER page 16 
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TEJAS MANCH4NDIA/THRESHER 
Sophomore midfielder Maria Fadooi slides for the ball against the University of North Texas in a game 
Sept. 26. Fadooi and the Owls conclude their regular season this weekend with matches at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium against San Jose State tonight at 7 p.m. and Fresno State Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Swim team hosts 
Rice Classic tonight 

by DYon Peoples 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Freshman Brittany Massen-
gale and senior Urska Ros posted 
season-best times at the Southern 
Methodist University Classic last 
weekend, but the swim team fin-
ished the meet in last place among 
the meet's six teams. 

7 was pleased that 
the team was able 
to stay cohesive 
and work together. 
They did not fall 
apart against tough 
competitors.' 

— Seth Huston 
Head swimming coach 

The Owls' season continues 
this weekend with their first home 
meet of the season, the Houston 
Hilton Plaza/TYR Rice Invita-
tional. Rice will compete against 
Western Athletic Conference foe 
Nevada, which finished ahead of 
the Owls at last year's conference 
meet, as well as Colorado State 
and TCU. 

The Owls faced strong com-
petition in last weekend's two-day 
meet, including eight-time defend-
ing WAC champion SMU, which 
finished 18th at the 2004 NCAA 
championships, and Washington, 
which received votes in the final 
spring poll. 

Massengale placed second 
in the 500-yard freestyle with a 
time of 4 minutes, 51.21 seconds, 
provisionally qualifying her for 
the NCAA Championships in 
March. 

Ros swam well in the butterfly, 
placing third in the 100-yard fly in 
56.91 and fourth in the 200-yard 
event with a time of 2:05.39. Ros 
also swam on the Owls' fourth-
place 400-free relay with seniors 
Jane Keith and Iauren Hill and 
junior l.aura Healey. Later in the 
meet, Keith placed third in the 
200-yard backstroke with a time 
of 2:04.77. 

Head coach Seth Huston 
said he was impressed with the 
Owls' performance against a 
strong field. 

"I was pleased that the team 
was able to stay cohesive and work 
together," Huston said. "They 
did not fall apart against tough 
competitors." 

Huston also said he was 
pleased with the improvement in 
team members' times from the 
season-opening meet at the Uni-
versity of Houston Oct. 16. 

Extra point miss dooms football 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRESHER STAFF 

Despite an inspirational perfor-
mance from freshman quarterback 
Joel Armstrong, the football team 
suffered another heartbreaking 
loss Saturday, falling 14-13 at the 
U.S. Naval Academy in a mid-sea-
son, non-conference game. 

After Rice (3-4,2-2 Western Ath-
letic Conference) fell behind 14-0 
late in the third quarter, Armstrong 
entered the game and led the Owls 
on two touchdown drives. The Rice 
comeback ended, however, when 
junior placekicker Brennan Landry 
missed the extra point that would 
have tied the game. 

'We had the momentum 
going — they knew we 
were the better team, 
and they knew we were 
going to beat them if 
we just kept on going 
the way we did.' 

— Ed Bailey 
Senior fullback 

"When we scored with four min-
utes to go, I thought we were going to 
win the game," head coach Ken Hat-
field said. "We had the wind — if we 
make the extra point it's a tie game. 
... The snap was good enough, and 
the hold was good enough — they 
weren't perfect, but they were good 

THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME 
The football team continued to struggle on the road last week, missing 
an extra point in a 14-13 loss at Navy. The Owls hope to win their first 
game outside of Houston this season this weekend against Tulsa. 

Home 

Sept. 5 Rice 10. Houston 7 
Sept. 18 Rice 41. Hawaii 29 
Oct. 9 Rice 44. SMU 10 

Away 

Sept. 25 UT 35. Rice 13 
Oct. 2 San Jose State 70. Rice 63 
Oct. 16 Nevada 35. Rice 10 
Oct. 23 Navy 14, Rice 13 

enough that we know we've got to 
make that kick." 

Navy (6-1) entered the game av-
eraging less than nine pass attempts 
per game, but opened the game with 
three consecutive passing plays. All 
went incomplete, however, and the 
Midshipmen were forced to punt The 
Owls' ensuing drive lasted only five 
plays, setting the tone for the game's 
defensive bent. 

"Both defenses played well," soph-
omore linebacker OmekeAlikor said. 
"We knew what to expect because we 
have similar offenses." 

Navy, like Rice, runs a triple-option 
offense, and the Owls were able to 
eliminate Midshipman fullback Kyle 
Fckel from the attack by overplaying 
the middle of the field, limiting the 
All-American candidate to 32 yards 
on 10 carries. 

"It all started on the defensive 
line," Alikor said. "They did a very 
good job in the game. They played 
strong, and they stopped the run up 
the middle." 

With Rice clogging the middle, 
Navy exploited holes on the out-
side, led by quarterback Aaron Po-
lanco, who rushed for 179 yards on 
33 carries. The Midshipmen held 

on to the ball nearly twice as long as 
did the Owls in the first half. Navy 
could not score, however, until a 
one-yard touchdown run capped a 
50-yard drive with 44 seconds left in 
the second quarter. 'Hie score gave 
Navy a 7-0 lead at halftime. 

The seesaw battle continued into 
the second half, with Navy finally 
breaking through on a quick four-
play, 49-yard touchdown drive with 
4:40 left in the third quarter. I7ie 
majority of the yards on that drive 
came on a 32-yard pass from Polanco 
to running back Eric Roberts, who 
fumbled on the two-yard-line. Corey 
Dryden recovered the ball in the end 
zone to take a 14-0 lead. 

Hatfield said a pair of breakdowns 
in the kicking game paved the way for 
the two Navy touchdown drives. 

"We gave up the two big plays field-
position-wise in the kicking game 
that allowed them to start their two 
scoring drives from the 50-yard-line 
and the 49," Hatfield said. "That's 
not good. We just didn't do as good 
a job there on something you don't 
read that much about." 

The Owls accumulated just 
108 yards of offense in the first 

See FOOTBALL, page 17 

W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN S P O R T S 
Friday 1 0 / 2 9 5 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

Saturday 1 0 / 3 0 11 a.m. 

Sunday 1 0 / 3 1 1 p.m. 
8 p.m. 

Swimming Houston Hilton Plaza/TYR Rice Invitational (Rice Pool) 
Soccer vs. San Jose State (Rice Track/Soccer Stadium) 

Swimming Houston Hilton Plaza/TYR Rice Invitational (Rice Pool) 

Soccer vs. Fresno State (Rice Track/Soccer Stadium) 
Men's and Women's Basketball Halloween Hoops (Autry Court) 
Athletic Department rumored to have invested in reinforced backboards. 

The sports apocalypse is upon us 
The Red Sox won their first World 
Series title since 1918. More amazing, 
though, ishowthey did it: with a30-year-
old general manager from Yale who 
never played baseball professionally, 
much less in the major leagues, and a 
defense that bordered on atrocious. 

My dad can die happy now that 
the team he rooted for as a boy 
growing up in Massachusetts has 
won the World Series, but his Red 
Sox triumph begs the question 
— is a bowl bid for the Rice football 
team next? 

— A. O. 
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ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Senior outside hitter Rebeca Pazo spikes the ball against Tulsa Oct. 15. Pazo broke the Rice career kills record in the 
Owls' loss to third-ranked Hawaii Oct. 21, but Rice can secure the second seed for the WAC tournament with two wins 
in its last four conference matches, one of which is tomorrow night at La. Tech at 7 p.m. 

New kills record-holder Pazo leads 
volleyball to win at San Jose State 

by Scott Selinger 
THRESHER STAFF 

After splitting a pair of matches 
on its most difficult Western Athletic 
Conference road trip of the season, 
the volleyball team can clinch the 
second seed in the conference tour-
nament with two victories in its next 
four matches. Though the Owls have 
no matches remaining against teams 
from the stronger Western Division of 
the WAC, they must play on the road 
for three of their final four conference 
contests. 

'The team [madeJ a 
comeback after the 
longest road trip of the 
year ... their will and 
deter) ni nation re a I ly 
came out and pulled 
them through.' 

— Genny Volpe 
Head volleyball coach 

Rice (19-3, 8-1 WAC) concludes 
its season with the second half of the 
home-and-home series with other 
Eastern Division schools, and the 
Owls lost only one game in winning 
all four matches against SMU (9-10, 
3-6), La. Tech (5-17, 1-8), UTEP 
(8-12,1-8) and Tulsa (13-8,2-7) earlier 
in the season. 

"Our record on the road is pretty 
strong," head coach Genny Volpe 
said. "The team is proving that they 
can be focused anywhere they need 
to be. They're really determined 
to grab that first or second seed in 
the WAC tournament, and I don't 
think they're going to let anything 
stop them." 

The Owls left the mainland for an 
anticipated Oct. 21 matchup at the 
University of Hawaii, which entered 
Ihe ;jame ranked third nationally 
and has led the country in volleyball 
attendance for 10 consecutive years. 
Senior outside hitter Rebeca Pazo's 
eighth kill of the night gave her the 
school record for career kills and 
the Owls the first game point of the 

match between the WAC's then-only 
undefeated teams. After unforced 
errors by both teams, Rice won the 
marathon opening game — the only 
time a team has done so in Hawaii 
this year — 37-35. 

"We were really an evenly matched 
team in alot of areas,"Volpe said. "Our 
first touch to the net was incredible 
and we were in-step the whole time. 
We were attacking well and creating 
holes in their defense." 

In the second game, the Rainbow 
Wahine took a 12-11 lead and never 
relinquished it, eventually winning 
30-24. The close third game featured 
six ties and two lead changes, and 
Rice took a 28-27 advantage before 
Hawaii won three consecutive points 
to take a 2-1 advantage in the match. 
The Owls rebounded and led 10-7 in 
the fourth game, but subsequently 
allowed Victoria Prince and Ashley 
Watanabe to serve eight consecutive 
points each. 

"We just had a mental breakdown 
and lost focus after we lost the third 
game," senior outside hitter Lindsey 
Carter said. "It was a tough blow 
when they came from behind to win 
I the third game) — 1 think we were 
holding on to that a little bit and it 
just distracted us from playing our 
hardest." 

On her record-setting night, 
Pazo recorded a double-double, 
leading the team with 19 kills and 
24 digs, while sophomore middle 
blocker Tessa Kuykendall and 
senior middle blocker Rebecca 
Kainz combined for 22 kills and 
five blocks. Hawaii's defense con-
tained the Owls' attack, holding 
Rice — which leads the WAC with 
a .273 hitting percentage — to just 
.108 on the match. 

"The momentum kept slowly 
shifting towards Hawaii, and the 
fans got really into it," Volpe said. 
"They kept getting stronger and 
stronger throughout the match 
and it was disappointing to finish 
like we did, but we played right up 
there with them for 80 percent of 
the match." 

Kuykendall said the Owls can 
use Ihe match, which was played 
before a crowd of6,262, as a learning 
experience as they ready for post-
season play. 

"We were really prepared for 
Hawaii," Kuykendall said. "We came 

out really strong, but we may have 
gotten a little intimidated by the 
crowd. But when it comes time for 
the WAC tournament, we know we'll 
be ready for them." 

On Saturday, the Owls rebounded 
from their first loss in more than a 
month. Rice fell behind two games 
to one to San Jose State but rallied to 
defeat the fourth-place Spartans. 

"We were really ready to come 
out strong again and show them we 
could play good volleyball," Kuyk-
endall said. "We ended a little shaky 
in Hawaii, so we needed to go out 
and prove to ourselves how well we 
could play." 

Kuykendall, who ranks 13th na-
tionally with 1.65 blocks per game, 
led the Owls against the Spartans 
with four solo blocks and nine block-
assists. She also recorded 12 kills in 
the match against San Jose State. 

"If we stick with our game plan and 
keep playing hard, we can really pull 
through — that really showed at San 
Jose (State]," Volpe said. 

Pazo added 26 kills to her school-
record total and also contributed 
14 digs and a career-high six block-
assists in the win. In the backcourt, 
Carter led the team with 21 digs, 
while freshman libero Yvette Kirk 
added 16 to her team-leading total 
of 270. 

' We may have gotten a 
little intimidated by the 
crowd [in Hawaii]. But 
when it comes time for 
the WAC tournament, 
we know we 'II be ready 
for them.' 

— Tessa Kuykendall 
Sophomore middle blocker 

"It was a tough environment and 
San Jose was playing their best," 
Volpe said. "For the team to make a 
comeback after the longest road trip 
of the year, fatigued and mentally 
drained,... their will and determina-
tion really came out and pulled them 
through." 

Texas A&M rolls 
over rugby in rain 

by Christine Chen 
THRESHER STAFF 

The women's rugby club lost 
56-10toTexasA&M University in 
the rain and on a wet field Satur-
day. Wee's 10 points constituted 
the most the Owls have scored 
against the rival Aggies in recent 
memory, senior co-captain Neeli 
Tammareddi said. 

'We've been 
aggressive enough 
and winning the ball 
enough, but we need 
to get the ball moving 
faster and [be] 

able to tackle more 
effectively.' 

— Neeli Tammareddi 
Senior rugby captain 

Senior Cindy Berning scored 
both of Rice's tries. Tammareddi 
said match was closer than the score 
indicated, as A&M scored most of its 
points on quick, breakout plays. 

"It was crazy at first because 
of the pouring rain — we weren't 
even sure if we would be able to 
play," Tammareddi said. "It was 
very challenging — the ball was 
wet and everyone was muddy. It 
was definitely not the best condi-
tion to play in, but most people felt 
that they played well." 

Coach Mary Graham also said 
she thought the team played well 
against tough competition. 

"Cindy Berning really went 
out there and gave it all that she 

had," Graham said. "She scored on 
both tries. Cynthia Chang... made 
some incredible tackles." 

Sophomore Julie Neubauer 
said tbe team's performance was 
respectable given the circum-
stances surrounding the match. 

"I'm incredibly proud of the 
way we played, even though we 
lost," Neubauer said. "A&M has 
a huge pool of people to draw 
from, so they start off having a 
numbers advantage while we are 
still trying to field a full team. 
The fact that we could break our 
record of scoring against A&M 
is awesome and definitely says 
something about the caliber of 
our players and coach." 

Tammareddi said she thinks the 
team can continue to improve. 

"We've been aggress ive 
enough and winning the ball 
enough, but we need to get the 
ball moving faster and (be) able 
to tackle more efficiently." Tam-
mareddi said. "We need to gain 
more yards on each play when 
we have the ball. We are moving 
up in the ranks of rugby, now that 
the new players have established 
their basic skills." 

'Cindy Berning ... 
scored on both tries. 
Cynthia Chang ... 
made some incredible 
tackles.' 

— Mary Graham 
Head rugby coach 

The team has two more home 
matches left in the fall season, 
against Texas Tech Nov. 13 and 
against A&M Nov. 20. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Approached by a 
'Jews" for Jesus missionary? 

Do not debate. 
Politely disengage from the conversation. 

www.messiahtruth.org 

Houston Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life 

the first ever 

YOU NEED TO 
GO TO EUROPE! 
sale 

iu'alni 
(Roundtrip) 

Fares are roundtrip f rom Dallas. That© prices are subject to change and avatlabilty and is only valid for 
s tudents and youth under M Fares are valid for travel f rom January 14th through April 10th 2005 

Taxes and other applicable fees are not included. 

f U N I T E D 

2401 Times Blvd. Sui te 110 

(713)524.9910 

Lufthansa 

TRAVEL 
www.statravel.com 

S T U D E N T T R A V E L & BEYOND 

http://www.messiahtruth.org
http://www.statravel.com
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ROM START-UP TO FINISH 
The 10 seniors remaining from the inaugural soccer team have made their mark at Rice, on and off the field 

story by Jonathan Yardley 

Fourteen freshmen, two former club 
players and two transfers started the soccer 
program in 2001. The 10 seniors who remain 
from Rice's first-ever team have run a gamut of 
emotions in their time at Rice. Their experience 
mirrors the rest of the student body*s, even as 
they change the school itself. The seniors are 
able to represent the university so well because 
they are embedded in it, even though they 
comprise Rice's newest varsity team. 

Getting to Rice 
To work toward complying with federal 

gender equity requirements as part of Title IX 
of the 1972 Educational Amendments, Rice 
announced during the 1999-2000 school 
year that it would add women's soccer as 
a varsity sport. Although Rice nad never 
had a men's or women's varsity soccer 
team, the sport was already popular 
on campus with club, intramural and 
casual players. 

"We knew there was a strong club 
team on campus, Senior Associate 
Athletic Director Steve Moniaci 
said. "That was a really important 
factor — we knew there was interest 
on campus. You look around, and the 
type of athlete that plays soccer would 
be an asset to the Rice campus." 

The Athletic Department announced 
Chris Huston as head coach in May 2000, 
and she faced difficulties convincing play-
ers to join a non-existent team. 

"My mom was like, 'Oh, Sarah, Rice wrote 
you, why don't you look at them?'" forward 
Sarah Yoder said. "When I saw they didn't have 
a program, I was like, 'Are you kidding me? I'm 
not coming here. Why would I want to go to this 
school that didn't even have a program?'" 

Huston encountered some unusual cir-
cumstances in recruiting players for at club 
tournaments for her first team. At one tourna-
ment in Florida, Huston almost overlooked 
goalkeeper Lauren Shockley because a team 
parent misreported Shockley's college inten-
tions. Brother Michael Shockley, now at Rice as 
the director of athletic facilities and operation s, 
sought Huston out. 

"[Huston] asks one of the dads on my 
team, 'Has your keeper committed?' ... And 
they told her that I had committed to George 
Washington," Shockley said. "This dad is telling 
my brother this later, and he's like, 'She hasn't 
committed.' So my brother goes and finds Chris 
at this tournament — my brother met Chris 
before she ever met me — and he finds her 
and tells her I haven't committed." 

The Indianapolis native — one of four non-
Texans in the original recruiting class — said 
her parents influenced her decision. 

"My parents were so hands-off in my recruit-
ing, that it's funny that Rice is the only place 
they made me visit," Shockley said. "[My dad] 
printed out a copy of the U.S. News and World 
Report and highlighted Rice on there. And on 
it I wrote, 'Hell no, I won't go.'" 

One of Huston's first recruits came from an 
empty stomach at a tournament in California. 

"I joined Rice soccer because of Chris' obses-

sion with food," midfielder Jackie Rellas said. 
"She saw my dad eating popcorn and really 
wanted some, and asked my dad where to get 
it My dad noticed she had a Rice shirt on and 
said, 'Hey, will you please watch my daughter?' 
So she totally humors him and goes and watches 
me and obviously somewhat liked me." 

Rellas and defender 
Caitlin Currie 

1 

"I knew coming in that I was going to be 
scared and nervous," midfielder/forward 
Ashley Anderson said. "I got hives on the 
drive down to Rice, which doesn't usually 
happen because I don't consider myself a 
shy person." 

wmkL 

started the program at Piano West High 
School, winning state championships in their 
junior and senior years. 

"In high school we had shirts that said, 'Star t 
a tradition, leave a legacy,' so it kind of carries 
over to this," Currie said. "We've set the pace of 
what we expect for the next generations." 

Other players needed a recruiting visit to 
be sold on the school, and Huston brought 
players to Rice in groups to foster a sense of 
camaraderie. 

"Even on the [first] recruiting trip, ... we 
were already talking in terms of, 'We're going 
to do this,' almost as if we were already on the 
team before we had even committed," stopper 
Betsy Huete said. 

Huston said it was important to consider 
team chemistry when offering scholarships 
to those who had visited. 

"There were recruits that did come in that, 
after their visit, we did not make an offer to, 
because I felt they might hurt the team chem-
istry," Huston said. "When we recruit a player, 
Rice has got to be the right place for them. 
They've got to be happy about everything, not 
just the soccer program." 

Huete and midfielder Marisa Galvan, now 
suitemates, bonded immediately on their 
recruiting visit. 

"It was hilarious, too, because we didn't 
have any hosts," Galvan said. "We were taken 
around by baseball boys and football boys. It 
was exciting, because it was like, 'We can do 
our own thing!'" 

Trepidation joined excitement as the current 
seniors arrived on campus in August 2001 to 
begin college life. 

The first preseason 
The 10 seniors talk about the first preseason 

in awed tones, postscripting each other's com-
ments with sympathetic murmurs. 

"Obviously they made it hard because they 
needed to prove a point that this was going to 
be a strong program," Rellas said. "I just re-
member that first day when we ran that Cooper 
[Fitness] Test, and only four of us made it. And 
then right after that we did the hardest practice 
of our lives, and all of us were like, 'What the 
heck did we get ourselves into?"' 

Although Rice's run to the 2003 WAC championship game 
last-minute loss to SMU still lingers. 

ERIC WILLIAMS/THRESHER 

its finest hour, the pain of the 2-1 

'We really try to instill in 
every freshman class that 
comes in how important it 
is to he integrated with the 
students.' 

— Betsy Huete 
Stopper 

Only two of the team's 18 players had Divi-
sion I experience, and the first preseason set 
the bar as both the most difficult and most 
important experience in team history. 

"As bad as preseason was, all it did was team 
bonding, because we all suffered together," 
Currie said. "We'd all leave practice crying and 
dehydrated and throwing up." 

A sense of awe still surrounds the initial 
preseason, and Shockley said she struggles to 
maintain perspective when thinking about it. 

"We talk about it all the time, and we can't 
figure out if it was really that bad," Shockley said. 
"Every year after, we've been like, 'Man, this 
doesn't even compare to freshman preseason.' 
We can't figure out if it was really that bad or 
if we were just that unprepared for what we 
were getting into." 

Opening night magic 
On a stormy night in August 2001, the 

awestruck freshmen created magic at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium. Despite the weather, 
1,752 fans watched the soccer team's debut, 
and the game has become legendary in the 
years since. 

"I"here's something special where people 
could come out and watch and we could experi-
ence our first game with the fans, because we had 
actually never played before," Currie said. 

The Owls got off to a dream start in just the 
third minute, when Galvan cut inside from the 
left wing to head home.a cross from then-fresh-
man midfielder Kelly Potysman, now playing at 
TCU, for the first goal in program history. 

"[ My personal high] is definitely scoring the 
first goal, because it was just the best feeling 
I've ever had in my life," Galvan said. "I feel like 
no matter what happens, nothing and nobody 
can ever take that away from me." 

Army recovered from the erflotional 
opening minutes and dominated most of the 

half, tying the match 2-2. In the second half, 
both teams lost their shape, and Army hit the 
crossbar twice. 

Although freshmen dominated the line-
up, then-junior captain Lindsay Botsford 
(Wiess '02), a veteran of the Rice women's 
soccer club, emerged from the chaos to set up 
Anderson for the winning goal with one minute, 
18 seconds remaining in the game. 

Freshman year 
The euphoria of opening-night success was, 

like any student's first semester, tempered 
by reality. The Owls dropped their next five 
contests, including the first game of their 
Western Athletic Conference schedule. The 
team rebounded, however, with overtime wins 
at San Jose State and at home against Hawaii 
and won four of its last five regular-season 
games to earn the second seed for the six-team 
WAC tournament. 

Galvan said the Owls' first-season success 
was more a result of heart than skill. 

"In the beginning, we did well and suc-
ceeded because we really did work hard 
for each other and it really was this scrappy 
play," Galvan said. 

Goalkeeper Amanda Garrison, a surprise 
starter, had to make at least eight saves in 
half of Rice's 16 matches and set a school 
record that still stands with 13 saves against 
Fresno State. 

"No one really thought much of us when we 
came into the conference that first year because 
we were all so young," Garrison said. "We actu-
ally ended up doing really well; it just made us 
really excited for the next three years." 

Rice dropped a 2-0 decision to Hawaii 
in the WAC semifinals, the first of three WAC 
tournament matches against the Rainbow 
Wahine in three seasons. 

Fitting in on campus 
Without a negative predisposition toward 

non-athletes, the freshmen assimilated them-
selves into the student body. 

"We had the opportunity as freshmen to set 
the tone of how the soccer team [was] going 
to interact with the campus," Shockley said. 
"People on other teams, like maybe on the 
football team, they come here and the seniors 
tell them, 'Oh, we don't talk to [non-athletes].' 
We set the tone. ... It's just a way to conduct 
yourself as a person, as a student at Rice." 

Former club players Botsford, a former Stu-
dent Association president, and Natalie Nardec-
chia (Brown '03) encouraged the newcomers 
to become involved in campus life. 

"The thing I tried to emphasize most was 
how important it was to be involved in their 
colleges and outside of athletics, not only for 
their benefit but also for the benefit of the team, 
because we'll have more support for soccer if 
everyone reaches out to friends they all have 
in the colleges," Botsford said. 

Lacking a built-in framework of an estab-
lished team, the players, all of whom lived 
on-campus, allowed plenty of time to enjoy life 
in the residential colleges. 

"A lot of times when you come to a team, they 
already have their little cliques formed and you 
only talk with certain people," Yoder said. We 
didn't have any of that, so ... it helped us make 
other friendships with Rice students." 

The soccer team's effort to be involved re-
sulted in vocal Friday night crowds of students 
all four years. 

"So many people on this team have friends 
outside of sports and in other sports," forward 
Janelle Crowley said. "Off the field, we try to 
involve everybody and get ourselves involved. 
I think people have this relationship with us 
outside of soccer that makes them want to 
come support us." 

The players made a concerted effort to 
be involved at their colleges and on campus, 
driving around the Inner I>oop playing loud 
music and campaigning outside of Willy's Pub 
to attract fans. 

"Everybody knows that there's this conflict 
of athletes and non-athletes, and I think ... we 
go out of our way to overcome that conflict and 
burn that stereotype," Shockley said. "I just 
want us to be the antithesis of the I stereotypi-
cal! athlete at the school." 

As new players have come into the pro-
gram, the soccer team has maintained a closer 
proximity to the student body than many 
other teams, due in large part to the effort 
of its seniors. 

"It spontaneously happened freshman year, 
but it's something that's definitely premeditated 
[now]," Huete said. "As the classes go on, we 
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really try to instill in every freshman class that 
comes in how important it is to be integrated 
with the students." 

The Martel girls 
The other new institution at Rice in 2001-'02 

was Martel College, which became residential 
in the spring semester when students trans-
ferred from other colleges. 

"We were in COMP100 one day, just goofing 
around and not working on our labs, and we 
were like, 'Let's just sign up for Martel,' so we 
transferred and then found out it was binding," 
Galvan said. 

For a college seeking its own new identity, 
accepting six soccer players already working 
on new traditions has also had a role in shaping 
Martel's character. 

"I Six I of us ... decided that we were just 
going to apply, thinking that the rules of Rice 
wouldn't let all of us athletes in anyway," 
Anderson said. 'Turned out they let us in, 
and the only way to describe the Martel girls 
is ... a fun-loving atmosphere in which we get 
together and we do some crazy, stupid things 
at times, and sometimes you wonder if you're 
ever maturing." 

Galvan, Huete and Shockley have lived in the 
suite together since the spring of 2002, and it 
has also included Anderson and former players 
Potysman, Jessie Willis and Raffi Belizaire. 

"Off the field, they're just like every-day 
Rice students," Belizaire. a former club soc-
cer player and current track and field athlete 
who played for the varsity team in 2002, said. 
"They're involved in college life, they're highly 
social, and they deal with the same struggles 
as all Rice students: time management, difficult 
school work — and they're very crazy." 

The suite has established a reputation for 
irreverent antics. 

"I look back, and 1 think, 'We have so much 
fun together,' and it's an atmosphere that just 
allows people to be who they are and say any-
thing they want to say, do anything they want 
to do," Anderson said. "I think it's a microcosm 
of student life at Rice." 

Sophomore slump 
The 2002 season saw the current seniors 

welcome five freshmen to the fold, an unnerv-
ing experience for old and new alike. 

"I was petrified for the first three weeks of 
soccer season," junior midfielder Kelly Brolan 
said. "They were the coolest group of girls, 
and I was absolutely mortified that they thought 
no one else was cool." 

Junior defender and co-captain Erin Droeger 
said the team meshed well despite the tight-knit 
sophomore class. 

"It was an awesome dynamic," Droeger said. 
"They were very welcoming and very positive 
about bringing in new people. It wasn't catty." 

On the field, however. Rice struggled to 
meet raised expectations after its first-year 
success. 

"I think we all came off our freshman year 
doing so well and thought that it would automati-
cally continue on to the next year," Garrison 
said. "When things didn't quite go our way, we 
got kind of surprised and didn't really know 
how to deal with it." 

The Owls were winless through their first 
nine games and struggled to a 1-12-2 record to 
begin the season. 

The first breakthrough 
A 3-1 home loss to Southern Methodist Uni-

versity, the dominant power in the conference, 
was an unlikely game to start a turnaround. 

But the Oct. 27, 2002 match proved Rice 
could compete with the top teams in the confer-
ence. ITie Owls outshot SMU 17-12 in the loss 
and used the resulting confidence to win a pair 
of road contests and qualify for the conference 
tournament. 

With the tournament held at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium as a result of the team's 
second-place regular-season finish in 2001, 
Rice had itsbest performance of the season in a 
2-0 first-round win against Hawaii that fea-
tured the only two goals of Currie's career. 
Although UTEP ended the team's champi-
onship hopes with a 6-2 semifinal win, the 
Owls had established momentum for the 
next season. 

The best season 
With high expectations entering their third 

season, the Owls again struggled offensively at 
the season's onset, scoring just one goal — a 
penalty kick — on their way to an 0-4-1 start. 
But a Sept. 19,2003 home win against Alabama 
helped the team turn its season around, and the 
Owls later played their most impressive stretch 
of soccer yet, winning nine of ten games, while 
conceding just five goals. 

'/My dad] printed out a copy 
of the U.S. News and World 
Report and highlighted Rice 
on there. And on it I wrote, 
"Hell no, I won't go.'" 

— Ixiuren Shockley 
Goalkeeper 

Hie biggest on-field change in 2<X)3 came 
in goal, where Garrison, a preseason all-WAC 
selection, was forced to redshirt that season 
after tearing her ACLand MCLwhile working 
at a summer soccer camp. Garrison said she 
intends to return for her final year of eligibility 
in 2(X)5. Shockley, relegated to the doghouse the 
first two seasons, stepped in without a single 
career start and anchored a back line that set 
a WAC record for fewest goals allowed in a 
season with 17. 

"1 like to say I picked myself up by my 
bootstraps," Shockley said. "My major turning 
point was the spring of my sophomore year 
when I started getting really into weight lift-
ing. ... It was a matter of learning a new way 
to work hard." 

Shockley said the struggles of her first 
two seasons made her more appreciative of 
her opportunity. 

""Iliey'd call my name for the starting lineup, 
and that never failed to excite me — every 
single time," Shockley said. "I'm blessed to 
have that contrast of both sides of the coin. I'm 
happy that I'm on the [good] side of the coin 
now, but I'm more appreciative of it." 

Rice's final two wins of the season, 
WAC tournament triumphs over Fresno State 
and Hawaii by 3-0 and 4-1 scores, respectively, 
left the Owls one game away from a bid in 
the NCAA tournament. 

In frigid rain on a torn-up Westcott Field, 
the team played perennial WAC powerhouse 
SMU in Dallas for the 2003 conference 
championship. SMU forward Kim Harvey 
scored with 56 seconds remaining to send the 
Mustangs back to the NCAA tournament by 
a 2-1 margin. The team's initial devastation 
morphed into motivation, which the Owls 
parlayed into a win over currently ninth-ranked 
Texas A&M 1-0 in College Station in a spring 
scrimmage. They then welcomed another 
strong recruiting class and set their sights 
on the 2004 season. 

"Losing the WAC tournament last year was 
very hard — we had a lot of emotion invested 
in it," defender Becky MacAllister said. "It was 
kind of heartbreaking when we didn't win, but 
it gave us more motivation to work harder this 
year. ... We want to go out with a bang and 
prove ourselves to everyone else, because we 
know how good we are." 

Senior emotions 
From the beginning of the season, the se-

niors realized 2004 was their last opportunity 
to realize the potential of those 14 freshmen in 
2001, make up for the slump of 2002 and take 
advantage of the experience gained in 2003. 

"They've just — all of them — become 
leaders," Brolan said. "They might not be vocal 
about it, but their presence has brought this 
confidence to everyone." 

Shockley said the seniors would not recognize 
their own maturation without their teammates. 

"I wouldn't realize how much we've grown 
up until I look at the freshmen," Shockley said. 
"I look at the mistakes they make, or the com-
ments they make, or the attitudes they have. 
... You want to be mad at them for it, but you 
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WHO'S WHO 
The 10 soccer players remaining from the original Incoming class play their final home 
game together at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium Sunday at 1 p.m. 

WHI stay fifth year after knee injury. 
Holds school record for shutouts. 
Five career goals despite juries. 
Fit, high-energy substitute up top. 
10 career goals in 2,5 seasons. 
Consistent all-WAC performer. 

liwme leading scorer (21 g. 17 a) 
Has contributed from way position. 
Ocaptam has crafty skill on the left. 

Amanda Garrison GK Baker 
i-Lauren Shockley GK Martel 
4-Jackie Rellas M Hanszen 
6-Janelte Crowley F Brawn 
8-Ashley Anderson F Martel 
9-Caltlin Currie D Wiess 

11-Betsy Huete D Martel 
19«Sarah Yoder • : Baker 
22-Becky MacAllister 0 - lovett 
23-Marlsa Galvan M Martel 

a 

KATIE STREIT/THRE5HE& 

The soccer team has been close with its fans since a record crowd of 1 ,752 saw the Owls beat 
Army 3-2 in their first-ever game Aug. 31, 2001. 

can't fault them because you know you were 
there once, too. ... It's hard to convince nine 
18-year-olds why you care so much, because 
they don't realize it yet." 

Botsford said she has noticed the develop-
ment of the senior class in its on-field attitude. 

"I think the neatest thing to see is that 
almost all of them have still stayed attached 
to the university as a whole outside athletics, 
which I think is awesome," Botsford said. 
"A lot of them are more driven as seniors, 
but they haven't done that at the expense of 
withdrawing from the college system." 

This year, the seniors produced milestone 
moments like the Sept. 10 match against Army. 
The program came full circle, as the Owls once 
again edged the Black Knights on a late goal, 
this time in overtime. 

" [ When it ] came around this year and [ we ] got 
to play them again, it was memorable thinking, 
'God, that was three years ago,"' Rellas said. 

Currie said the seniors have mixed emotions 
about concluding their collegiate careers. 

"We're old," Currie said. "I, for some reason, 
haven't registered that I'm not coming back next 
year — that I'm not going to be in the locker 
room, not going to play. At the same time, I feel 
like I'm ready to be finished." 

The occasional pauses for reflection take the 
seniors through stories and moments from all four 
years of living, playing and traveling together that 
brought them closer than most — often literally. 

"A lot of times we'd get in the back of the 
bus, and we'd all sit together, and we'd just start 
singing," Huete said. "We fit an entire group of 
18 girls in the back seat of the bus." 

Making history 
On the field, the seniors and the underclass-

men they helped train have enjoyed a record-
breaking year. While focused on the task at 
hand, the seniors have also reflected, pausing 
for pictures after big wins like the Army game 
and a 4-0 home demolition of North Texas 
Sept. 26. The team's spirit was evident in 
another home loss to SMU, this time by a 
3-2 margin Oct. 15. 

"Actions speak louder than words," Currie 
said "When Ashley Anderson went down — she 
broke her foot, she's out (for the season] — I 
cried. I was standing out there hugging her and 
I just started crying, because she means 
so much to me, she means so much to this 
program. We're all just so close ... that actions 
like crying for each other or laughing with each 
other are irreplaceable." 

Although the finality of senior year has not 
yet set in, the seniors do realize how special 
their opportunity has been. 

"What I keep thinking is, 'How did I come 
in at the perfect time when this program is just 
starting, and I had such a powerful influence 
on it?"' Galvan said. 

Leaving a legacy 
Rice can clinch the second seed in the 

WAC tournament with two wins at home this 
weekend, and the Owls' unequivocal goal is to 
win the WAC tournament Nov. 4-6 in Waipahu, 
Hawaii and earn the accompanying bid to the 
NCAA tournament. 

The seniors' legacy, however, will not be 
determined by their finish or standing. They 
have already made their mark and made Wee 
their own. Future soccer teams will reflect the 
vision of these 10 seniors. 

"I want everybody to enjoy each other like 
we did — have the passion in this program that 
we did to come here and start it and carry that 
through," Anderson said. 

The seniorshavehigh expectations for those 
coming after them, whether it be next year or 
ten years later. 

'Its an atmosphere that just 
allows people to be who they 
are and say anything they 
want to say, do anything 
they want to do. I think it's a 
microcosm of student life at 
Rice.' 

— Ashley .Anderson 
Midfielder/forward 

"I just feel lucky to be part of the foun-
dation of the program." Huete said. "And 
10 years from now, all of us are going to come 
back and watch us in the Final Four or Elite 
Eight or something and be [crazy] because 
we started that." 

But most of all, the seniors' experience is 
like any other college stwdent's: It is about the 
four years spent with friends that become family 
and the stories that result. 

"You can look at any two players that started 
this program and think of a long list of stories 
that happened just between those two people, 
or iust between three people," Shockley said. 
"(I think of] everything that has gone on be-
tween us and everything that has shaped our 
relationships — so many things, in-season and 
off-season, on the field and off the field, even 
stuff like boyfriends and girlfriends and all that 
kind of craziness." 

The craziness came from all 10 seniors and, 
like Rice, it is the combination of individual 
quirks and peculiarities that makes the group 
so special. 

"It really is just an awesome experience to 
just sit down and have a witty conversation 
with Lauren Shockley or Caitlin. or sit down 
and have a deep, philosophical conversation 
with Marisa, or just to watch Betsy," Anderson 
said "The seniors at Rice, every one of them 
adds this different dynamic to the team and has 
something hilarious to offer. I hope everybody 
gets the chance to see something like that and 
enjoy them the way 1 did." 

Wee will not, cannot forget these 10 seniors, 
because they were individual and unique 
enough to be the students' athletes. 

Amber Obermever contributed to this article 
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SOCCER 
From page 12 

... if that doesn't motivate them to 
play, I don't know what will," Huston 
said. "One of our biggest problems 
this year has been consistency. 
When all of our girls show up on the 
same page ready to play, we're good 
— we're really good. If that happens 
this weekend, we're going to win 
both games." 

Rice went 1-0-1 on its road trip last 
weekend, beating the University of 
Nevada 1-0 Friday and tying Boise 
State University 0-0 Sunday. Rice 
and its opponent have combined 
for one goal or less in 11 of Rice's 
17 games this year, and the Owls 
are in a five-way tie for first place 
nationally with 12 shutouts. Senior 
stopper Betsy Huete said the Owls 
will be motivated after struggling to 
score last weekend. 

"It's very exhausting," Huete said. 
"It's also kind of fuel, though, for this 
weekend. It was so frustrating. It does 
nothing but give u.< ?xtra incentive to 
go out this weekend to beat Fresno 
[State] and San Jose [State]." 

Senior goalkeeper I.auren Shock-
ley, senior sweeper Caitlin Currie and 
junior defender Erin Droeger have 
started every game this year for Rice, 
which ranks fourth nationally with a 
0.391 goals against average. Huete, 
MacAllister, sophomore defender 
Brandy Bellow and freshman mid-
fielder Samantha Conn have rotated 
through the other two spots, one of 
which was vacated after an early-
season injury to sophomore defender 
I aura Barber. Huston said the veteran 
back line is more organized than its 
opponents. 

"You've just got girls that know 
each other, have been there, done it 
before," Huston said. "That experi-
ence has helped them a lot. Even 
when we're not playing our best, 
if we're better organized than the 
other team, then we're somehow 
able to keep the ball from getting 
in the back of the net. The credit 
goes to the back line and the goal-
keeper because they've been able 
to organize themselves and fend 
people off." 

Shockley became the team's 
starting goalkeeper last year and 
has r e c o r d e d a s choo l - r eco rd 
17 shutouts in 37 starts. Huete 
said the defenders have developed 
camaraderie the last two years that 
contributes to Rice's outstanding 
defensive efforts . 

"We've built this relationship, the 
back line, over two years," Huete said. 
"We've come together. 1 think we just 
all have this mentality and loyalty to 
each other that we're not going to let 
balls gc in ihe back of the net. We 
have a certain bond." 

Huete was an unlikely hero Friday Nevada 

RICE CINEMA 
R I C E C I N E M A . R I C E . E D U 

COMING SOON 

CANDY MOUNTAIN 
(Robert Frank/Rudy Wurlitzer, 1988, SwitzerlandCanada) 
From the writer of "Two-Lane Blacktop" and 
"Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid." Original music by 
Dr. John, Leon Redbone ana Tom Waits. 

night, scoring with less than two 
minutes remainin g to give the Owls a 
1-0 win over the last-place Wolf Pack. 
Freshman forward Clory Martin cut 
past a defender on the right side of 
the end line and cut the ball back to 
Huete, who struck it with her first 
touch from top of the penalty area. 
Huete's game-winner curled into the 
upper left corner of the goal. Huete 
has scored two of her three career 
goals in Reno. 

'San Jose [State] and 
Fresno [State] have 
to win to get into the 
conference tournament, 
so they're going to 
come out guns 4a' 
blazin\' 

— Chris Huston 
Head soccer coach 

"I kind of had a weird feeling think-
ing that it would be funny if I scored 
again," Huete said. "I was coming 
forward, Clory was on the end line, 
and ... she gave a great ball. I didn't 
really think about it — I just hit it." 

Shockley needed just nine com-
bined saves to record the two shut-
outs and run her shutout streak to 
288 minutes. She had a streak of 
395 consecutive scoreless minutes 
earlier this season. 

Huston said the Owls hope to capi-
talize on more chances this weekend, 
but focusing will be especially tough 
in Sunday's final home game. 

"As emotional as it's going to 
be, we're going to have to try to 
stay focused because that 's going 
to be a big game," Huston said. "It's 
going to be tough — it's going to 
be an exciting day because here 
are these girls that have built the 
program into what it is today, but 
at the same time extremely sad 
because they've been a part of my 
life for five years." 

WAC STANDINGS 

W A C Overal l 

SMU 
Hawaii 

4 - 1 - 1 1 1 - 3 - 2 
5 - 3 - 0 1 2 - 6 - 2 

Rice 3 - 2 - 1 1 1 - 3 - 3 
UTEP 3 - 2 - 1 1 0 - 4 - 1 
Boise State 2 - 2 - 2 9 - 6 - 2 
Fresno State 2 - 2 - 2 5 - 7 - 3 
Tulsa 3 - 3 - 0 6 - 9 - 2 
San Jose State 2 - 3 - 1 5 - 11 -1 

0 - 6 - 0 2 -13- 1 

N O V E M B E R 5 • 7 

THE BATTLE OF ALGIERS 
IGillo Pontecorvo, 1965, Italy/Algeria) 
Arafat and Rumsfeld agree: THIS IS ONE DAMN 
GOOD MOVIE! Screened by the Pentagon in 
2003; as vital today as it was in 1965. 

N O V E M B E R 1 2 - 1 5 

ALL SHOWS BEGIN 
AT 8 RM. 

Rice Cinema is located at Entrance No 8/Umversity 
Blvcf at Stockton Dr , across from the police station 

. •' 
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MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Sid quarterback Christi Disch escapes from Baker cornerback Michelle Afkhami in a Powderpuff game last weekend. Sid won 
the game 27-7 to improve to 6-0 on the season. Sid can clinch the first seed in the playoffs with a win over Wiess Saturday. 

Wiess edges Lovett in triple overtime 
by Stephen Whitfield 

THRESHER STAFF 

Wiess clinched a playoff berth 
with its 12-6, triple-overtime victory 
over Lovett in this week's Powderpuff 
Game of the Week. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 
ROUNDUP 

The game, played on a wet field 
and in intermittent rain, was score-
less until late in the fourth quarter, 
when Lovett qua r t e rback Eliza-
beth Coble, a senior, completed a 
10-yard touchdown pass to fresh-
man receiver Claudia Sokolowski 
to give Lovett a 6-0 lead. 

Coble completed 3 of 5 passes for 
35 yards on the touchdown drive, 
but she went only 10-21 for 56 yards 
on all other drives, including the 
three overtimes. 

On its subsequent possession, 
Wiess drove 65 yards, culminating 
in a 10-yard touchdown pass from 
sophomore quar terback Ali Smith 
to freshman halfback Bianca Caram 
on the last play of regulation. 

"I think we were kind of appre-
hensive at first [after Lovett scored], 
but we're really strong and we went 
straight for it." Caram said. "We knew 
we had enough time, and all that 
mattered was that we got our hits 
and ran the ball." 

Smith completed just 4 of 18 
passes for 25 yards on all of Wiess' 
other drives, but she connected on 
3 of 6 passes for 40 yards on the 
scoring possession. 

Four of Smith's seven comple-
tions went to senior receiver Annie 
Goodrich, for a total of 42 yards, and 
Goodrich caught two key passes 
for first downs on Wiess' game-ty-
ing touchdown drive in the fourth 
quarter. 

Smith also ran 14 times for 92 
yards and in doing so accounted for 
more than three quarters of Wiess' 
total offense. 

Wiess could not convert its extra 
point attempt, sending the game into 
overtime — the second time in as 
many weeks for I^ovett. In the first 
overtime period, freshman halfback 
Danielle Orsagh-Yentis led a I/)vett 
drive to Wiess' seven-yard-line, but 
Lovett could not score after four 
consecutive runs for no gain. Wiess 
likewise could not score in the first 
overtime after failing to convert a 
fourth-and-17 play. 

In the second overtime, a would-
be game-winning touchdown for 
I.ovett was called back because of 
a penalty. On Wiess' possession in 
the second overtime, Caram was 
hit hard on a pass that would have 

given Wiess a first down inside the 
five-yard line, but the pass was ruled 
incomplete. 

A l()-yard penalty put lovett out of 
scoring range in the third overtime. 
On Wiess' first play from scrimmage 
on its possession. Smith ran for a 
20-yard touchdown behind the block-
ing of senior fullback Stina Salazar, 
giving Wiess a 12-6 win. 

The game was marked by defense, 
as both teams had less than 200yards 
of total offense, even though the 
game went into triple overtime, and 
they combined to go three-and-out on 
eight of the game's 15 possessions in 
regulation. The teams' quarterbacks 
combined to complete just 40 percent 
of their passes. 

Wiess coach Ryan Dunnavant, 
a senior, said the Wiess secondary 
disrupted Ixivctt's offense. 

"We're getting pressure on the 
quarterback because she doesn't 
have anybody to throw the ball to," 
Dunnavant said. "Our secondary's 
really good — that's really the core 
of our defense. We've got to rely on 
our strengths." 

With the victory, Wiess moved 
to 5-1 and clinched a playoff spot, 
but Sid's 27-7 victory over Baker 
(2-4) also clinched a playoff spot for 
Ixivett (5-1). 

"We play week to week during the 
season (but] you look ahead and mark 
certain games," Dunnavant said. "We 
knew that the Ix»vett game was going 
to be a separator game land) set off 
who was really going to challenge 
Sid this year." 

Bose said he hoped his team could 
learn from the game as it prepares 
for the playoffs. 

"I'm not disappointed at all," Lovett 
head coach Lanny Bose, a senior, said. 
"There were obviously a few areas in 
the game where we didn't execute, 
but our girls played with a lot of heart. 
Flaying a triple-overtime game (is | 
basically asking you to double the 
length of time you're playing, and 
that's not something you anticipate. 
I thought our girls reacted really 
well to that situation — I can take 
a loss against a good quality team 
like that." 

lovett can finish no worse than 
third but must win its final two 
games and have Wiess lose to ob-
tain the No. 1 seed. Baker (2-4) was 
not eliminated with its loss but will 
be eliminated ifHanszen (3-2) wins 
its Nov. 6 game against Brown. 

Since the Hanszen-Jones (2-3) 
game was postponed, Hanszen, 
Marte l (3-3), J o n e s and Baker 
could all still finish in fourth place. 
Next week's Powderpuff Game of 
the Week features Sid vs. Wiess 
in a game that most likely will 
determine the No. 1 seed in the 
playoffs. 

F reshman Flag Football 
Sid (4-0) and Wiess (3-1) will 

also meet in freshman Hag football 
Sunday at 1 p.m. Both teams from 
the Gray League won their semifinals 
last weekend to advance. Wiess beat 
Blue League winner Will Rice (3-1) 
33-19, while Sid edged Hanszen 
(2-2), 13-7. 

Basketball 
In men ' s college basketball , 

the Atlantic Division features a 
four-team race for the two playoff 
spots. Baker (2-0) leads the way, but 
Lovett (2-1) and defending cham-
pion Jones (2-1) arc just behind, 
and Martel (0-1) lost its only game 
by one point to Jones. 

In the Pacific Division, GSA (3-0) 
was favored to win the division head-
ing into last night's game against Will 
Rice (2-1). Wiess (2-1) was favored to 
clinch the second spot after its game 
last night against Sid (1-2). 

The playoffs are set in women's 
basketball, where Jones (4-0) and 
Wiess (4-0) breezed to their respec-
tive conference titles. Jones qualified 
ahead of Sid (3-1) in the Eastern 
Conference, while Hanszen (3-1) 
is the second-place finisher in the 
Western Conference. 

In freshman college basketball. 1 

I.ovett and Wiess are both 2-0 and 
can clinch their league titles with wins 
Friday and Monday, respectively. 
The playoff race is still wide open in 
each league, with two teams at 1-1 
and one team at 0-2, but all still alive 
for the playoffs. ) 

Men's College Volleyball 
All of last year's four playoff teams 

appear well on their way to reaching 
thisyear'sscmifinals.KetchupIjeague 
play concluded Wednesday night, with 
Will Rice (3-1) beating I/>vett (1-3) to 
claim second place behind defending 
champion GSA (4-0). 

In the Catsup League, defending 
finalist Martel (2-0) needed all three 
games to get by Jones (1-1), which 
finished second last year. Since the 
league has only four teams, Jones 
will play Brown (1-1) for the last > 
playoff spot Sunday, just as they did 
last year. In that match, Jones beat 
Brown in three games to advance to 
the playoffs. 

Open Ultimate 
In the Wham-0 le ague, favorite » 

Baker and surprise team Brown are 
both off to 2-0 starts. Baker beat 
Sid 9-3 I uesday, while Brown beat 
Martel (0-2) by a 7-3 margin. In the 
early game, Will Rice (1-1) remained 
in contention -vith an 8-3 win over 
defending finalist Sid (0-2). 

In the I )i sera ft league, defending ) 
champion GSA and l-ovett defeated 
w iess and Jones, respectively. 
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Football hopes for 
first road win at Tulsa 

by Adam Tabakin 
TIIKKSHKR STAH 

The football team looks to 
earn its first road win of the 
season tomorrow as it takes on 
Western Athletic Conference 
doormat University of Tulsa. 

Rice (3-4,2-2 WAC) is coming 
off a 14-13 loss Saturday at tin-
United States Naval Academy, 
which defeated Tulsa (1-6, 0-3) 
29-0 on the road in September. 
Despite its record , though, 
Tulsa has scored 90 points in 
its last two games, a 45-42 loss 
to then-18th-ranked Boise State 
University and a 52-48 triple-
overtime loss to the University 
of Nevada. 

'We're a team and 
anytime that you 
compete for a spot, 
that's going to help the 
team because it helps 
you play harder.' 

— Joel Armstrong 
Freshman quarterback 

'Tulsa is as hot now as they've 
ever been, with the points they 
scored against a good Boise team 
at home, and then triple overtime 
in Nevada — a team that defeated 
us [in Reno|," head coach Ken 
Hatfield said. "They've got to be 
feeling pretty good." 

Last season the Golden 
Hurricane staged a last-minute 
comeback to defeat the Owls 
31-28 at Rice Stadium. Rice leads 
the all-time series 6-2-1, with a 
perfect 3-0 record in Tulsa. 

Quarterback James Kilian led 
Tulsa's resurgence last season 
— the Golden Hurricane went 
9-4 and received a bowl bid one 
year after winning just one game. 
Kilian has struggled along with 
his team this year, however, 
ranking seventh in the WAC in 
passing efficiency. 

The Owl d e f e n s e ranks 
fourth in the WAC in yards 
allowed. Tulsa native Omeke 
Alikor, who grew up within bik-
ing distance of the University 
of Tulsa, has contributed to 
the Owls' success, recording a 
team-high 10 tackles last week 
against Navy. 

"I want to have a good show-
ing for my family," Alikor said. 
"Of course 1 want to play well 
— I want our team to win, and 
that's most important." 

With the WAC race still wide 
open, Rice still clings to slim 
hopes of a bowl game invita-
tion. Senior fullback Ed Bailey, 
who ran for a then-career-high 
93 yards and a touchdown last 
year against Tulsa, said a win 
could give the Owls momentum 
for the rest of the season. 

"It's been a while since we've 
had a big road win, since last 
season," Bailey said. "It will 

ERIC WILLIAMS/THRESHER 

Sophomore defensive back Chad Price blocks a punt Oct. 9 against SMU. The football team lost 14-13 last weekend at 
Navy to fall to 3-4 on the season. The Owls resume WAC play Saturday at Tulsa at 6 p.m. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

What's next -
vegetarians for meat? 

Educate yourself about "Jews" for Jesus. 

www.whatjewsbelieve.net 

Houston Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life 
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at 14-13. The Navy offense then ran 
the final 4:41 off the clock to seal 
the victory. 

' We knew what to 
expect because we have 
similar offenses.' 

— Omeke .Alikor 
Sophomore linebacker 

I was confident the whole time 
and never wavered," Hatfield said. 
I still felt we were going to win the 

game really 'till the last minute." 

WAC STANDINGS 

i t n r 
I R M G I h U 

feel good to get that monkey 
off our back ... and hopefully 
finish up these last four games 
on a good note." 

Although he recorded per-
sonal season highs in rushing 
yards against the Golden Hur-
ricane in both 2002, when he ran 
for 67 yards, and 2003, Bailey 
said statistics will not matter 
tomorrow. 

"This weekend's game isn't 
going to be about any individual 
performances ," Bailey said. 
"We've just got to get our assign-
ments down in practice, make 
sure we know what we have to 
do and execute." 

Hatfield said Rice has played 
well overall on the road but has 
not executed at key moments. 

"The only time we've really 
not played well on the road is 
at Nevada," Hatfield said. "We 
played good at San Jose — we 
came out ahead 34-71 through the 
middle of the second quarter], so 
we were ready to play. We came 
out at Texas and we were ready 
to play. The Nevada game I never 
felt we got into it. The Navy game 
we were ready to play." 

Hatfield said senior quar-
terback Greg Henderson, who 
started the first four games of 
the season, and freshman quar-
terback Joel Armstrong will both 
play against Tulsa. Armstrong 
has earned his playing time by 
averaging 99.4 rushing yards 
per game and leads the nation 
with 8.6 yards per carry. 

"I'm a really competitive per-
son in anything 1 do," Armstrong 
said. "The thing is that we're 
team and anytime that you com-
pete for a spot, that's going to help 
the team because it helps you play 
harder. We've had good practices 
the last couple of weeks — the 
only thing is we just didn't come 
through with the win." 

'Tulsa is as hot right 
now as they 've ever 
been, with the points 
they scored against 
a good Boise team at 
home, and then triple 
overtime in Nevada 
— a team that defeated 
us Iin Reno.]' 

— Ken Hatfield 
Head football coach 

Alikor said the Owls know 
they need to break through 
on the road b e f o r e the i r 
Nov. 6 h o m e c o m i n g game 
against Fresno State. 

"We're very frustrated, but 
we're going to make it happen," 
Alikor said. "1 feel like we desire 
it, we work hard, we study film 
and we have the coaching plan, 
so we're just going to go do it. 
I'm very confident." 

FOOTBALL 
From page 12 

I^andry added the extra point, 
the record-sett ing 87th of his 
career, to make the score 14-7. 
Senior fullback Ed Bailey said 
Armstrong's presence keyed the 
Owls' comeback effort. 

'The snap was good 
enough, and the hold 
was good enough — 
they weren't perfect, 
but they were good 
enough that we know 
we've got to make that 
kick.' 

— Ken Hatfield 
Head football coach 

"It was a combination of a whole 
lot of different things," Bailey said. 
"A lot of it was Joel and the energy 
he brought in. He's an option quar-
terback, but he's a different type of 
quarterback than Greg is. Not that 

he's any better, it's just two dif ferent 
styles of play. It gave Navy's defense 
a whole different look." 

The Rice defense forced Navy to 
go three-and-out, giving Armstrong 
and the offense the ball one more 
time. Armstrong said he was calm 
despite being called on to lead the 
Owls to victory. 

"I just really went out and 
played," Armstrong said. "I didn't 
feel any pressure. We were down 
14-0, and we didn't really have too 
much going." 

The ensuing drive covered 
69 yards in 14 plays and included 
a pair of 11-yard passes to Bailey, 
including one on fourth down in 
Navy territory and another that 
was both Armstrong's first career 
touchdown pass and Bailey's first 
career touchdown reception. 

"It was a relief that we just got 
in the end zone," Bailey said. "We 
had the momentum going — they 
knew we were the better team, and 
they knew we were going to beat 
them if we just kept on going the 
way we did." 

But the comeback fell just short, 
as Landry missed the fourth extra 
point of his career, leaving the score 

WAC Overall 

Boise State or-• 0 7 • • 0 
UTEP 3 1 5 2 
La. Tech 3 1 4 4 
Hawaii 3 2 3 • • 3 
Nevada 2 2 4 - 4 
Rice 2 2 3 4 

San Jose State 1 2 2 • 4 
SMU 1 3 1 6 
Fresno State 0 3 3 3 
Tulsa 0 3 1 6 

thresher-sports @rice.edu 

http://www.whatjewsbelieve.net
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
oct. 21-25 

Assists: Rice: nono; Boise: none. 
Cautions: Rice: none; Boise: Campbell. 
Ejections: none. 

MCE a M M JOSE STATE 2 
Oct. 23, 2004 — Spartan Gym, San Jose, Calif. 

30 23 28 30 15 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 236 

NEVADA 

Rica BSU 
15 12 

7 
7 
4 
12 

1 

5 
5 
4 

23 
4 

0 - 1 RICE 

25 30 30 26 11 

Rice SJSU 
84 66 
32 25 
211 181 
.246 .227 
79 61 
4 8 
78 77 
19.0 13.0 

FOOTBALL 

Oct. 23, 2004 
Navy-Marine Corps Stadium, Annapolis, Md. 

Rice 
Navy 

0 13 13 
7 0 14 

NAVY — Divis 1 run (Blumenfield kick) 
NAVY — Dryden 0 fumble recovery (Blumenfield 
kick) 
RU — Armstrong 3 run (Landry kick) 
RU — Bailey 11 pass from Armstrong (Landry kick 
failed) 

Final Stats 
First Downs 
Rushing Yards (net) 
Passing Yards (net) 
Total Yards 
Return Yards 
Punts - Avg. 
Time of Possession 

Individual Stats 
Rushing 
Rice — Armstrong 13-86, Bailey 17-63, Smith 12-37, 
Henderson 11-37. 
Navy _ Polanco 33-179, Eckel 10-32, Nelson 2-23. 
Tomlinson 1-17, Mines 2-9, Roberts 2-3, Divis 1-1. 
Passing 
Rice — Armstrong 2-2-0-22, Henderson 3-3-0-13. 
Navy — Polanco 4-15-0-79. 
Receiving 
Rice — Bailey 2-22, Battle 2-6. Simonak 1-7. 
Navy — Roberts 3-64, Nelson 1-15. 

Attendance — 31,117 

Betsy Huete 88' 

Oct. 22.2004 
Mackay Stadium, Reno, Nev. 

Nevada (2-11-1): Tarpenning; Jackson. Christian, 
Wilcox; Dugan, Hester. Hadlock, Graham, Kinneman; 
Hernandez, Baxter; Substitutes: Harvey, Wahrenbrock, 
Anderson. Mesbah. 

Rice (113-2): Shockley; Bellow, Currie, Huete, Droeger; 
Serrano. t-adool, Conn. Galvan; Yoder, Martin; Substitutes: 
Rellas, Aaker, Waite, Seglem, MacAllister. 

Assists: Rice: Martin; Nevada: none. 
Cautions: Rice: team; Nevada: none. 
Ejections: none. 

Rice 

San Jose 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — R.Pazo 26. Carter 19. Kuykendall 12, 
Kainz 10, O.Pazo 10 
SJSU — Nash 18. Rudd 14, Senftleben 12, Free-
man 12 
Assists 
Rice — Hoban 67 
SJSU — Conrad 54 
Digs 
Rice — Carter 21, Kirk 16, R.Pazo 14, O.Pazo 12, 
Dennemann 10 
SJSU — Shull 18, Nash 15. Conrad 14, Herald 10, 
Orong 10 

Attendance — 218 

RU Navy 
15 19 
223 263 
35 79 
258 342 
36 49 
6-32.7 4-38.2 
29:36 30:24 

Shots 
Shots on Goal 
Saves 
Corner Kicks 
Fouls 
Offsides 

Attendance — 151 

Rice Nev 
9 11 
5 4 
4 4 
7 3 
6 10 
1 1 

MEN'S TENNIS 

VOLLEYBALL 

RICE 1 HAWAII 3 

SOCCER 

BOISE STATE Q-Or 2 OT RICE 

Oct. 24. 2004 
Boas Tennis/Soccer Center, Boise, Idaho 

Boise State (9-7-2): Parker; Temple, McDonald, John-
son, Campbell; Hall, Bohnet, Lau, Balsama; Milligan, 
Hill; Substitutes: Smith, Coleman, Hobdey, Skaw. 
Tsuchida, Parrish, Tom. 

Rice (113-3): Shockley; Currie. Huete. Conn, Droeger; 
Serrano, Bellow, Galvan; Yoder, MacAllister, Martin; Substi-
tutes: Rellas, Crowley, Fadool, Aaker, Waite. Seglem. 

Oct. 21, 2004 — Stan Sheriff Center, Honolulu, Hawaii 

Rice 37 24 28 15 
Hawaii 35 30 30 30 

Final Stats 
Kills 
Errors 
Attempts 
Attack Percentage 
Assists 
Service Aces 
Digs 
Blocks 

Individual Stats 
Kills 
Rice — R.Pazo 19, Kuykendall 12, Kainz 10 
Hawaii — Arnott 17, Prince 16, Hittle 14, Boogaard 13 
Assists 
Rice — Hoban 53 
Hawaii — Kamana'o 53 
Digs 
Rice — R.Pazo 24, Kirk 17, O.Pazo 15 
Hawaii — Watanabe 22, Kamana o 17, Hittle 10, 
Arnott 10 

Attendance — 7,453 (6.262 turnstile) 

Rice Hawaii 
60 68 
40 25 
186 183 
.108 .235 
58 61 
6 8 
76 74 
11.0 18.0 

ITA SOUTH CENTRAL REGION 
Oct. 22-25, 2004 
Penick-Allison Tennis Center. Austin 

Singles 
Round of 128 
Harknett (RU) d. Andrade (UTSA) 64. 6-1 
Shin (RU) d. Wooten (TAMU), w/d 
Morita (RU) d. Vogl (TT) &4. 6-0 
Mok (RU) d. Bateman (PVAM) 6-3, 6-1 
Gabriel (RU) d. Reuda (TSU) 6-0, 6-0 
Haerle (RU) bye 
Round of 64 
Harknett (RU) d. McLaren (BU) 6-4, 6-1 
Shin (RU) d. Plasencia (TAMU-CC) 6-4, 6-1 
Haerle (RU) d. Agis (UTA) 7-5, 6-1 
Dakki (TAMU) d. Gabriel (RU) 7-5, 6-1 
Tanik (TT) d Mok (RU) 6-2, 6-1 
Abreu (TCU) d. Morita (RU) 6-1, &4 
Round of 32 
Haerle (RU) d. Bain (TAMU) &2, 6-2 
Tezza (TCU) d. Harknett (RU) 6-2. 6-2 
Gubser (UT) d Shin (RU) 6-3, 6-3 
Round of 16 
Porschke (BU) d Haerle (RU) 6-1, 3-6, 6-3 

Doubles 
Round of 64 
Gabriel/Shin (RU) d. Gallman/Martin (TCU) 9-7 
Mok/Morita (RU) d. Kumantsov/Roman (TAMU 
CC) 8-4 
Haerle/Harknett (RU) bye 
Round of 32 
Haerle/Harknett (RU) d. Avila/Olfindo (UTSA) 8-2 
Beale/Helgeson (UT) d Gabriel/Shin (RU) 8-1 
Porschke/Zgaga (BU) d Mok/Morita (RU) 9-8 (6) 
Round of 16 
Haerle/Harknett (RU) d. Chodkiewicz/Gubser 
(UT) 9-8 
Quarterfinals 
Abreu/Sestini (TCU) d. Haerle/Harknett (RU) 8-5 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

# / \ l Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

# A 2 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#A3 1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 
Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

# B 1 

# B 2 

# B 3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
( 7 1 3 ) 5 2 3 - 7 7 7 0 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
©2004 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at participating 
store only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
than $20. Delivery area limited to ensure safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Sophomore Ben Harknett returns a backhand at the Hilton Houston 
Plaza Rice Classic Sept. 26 at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. Harknett 
partnered with Junior Tony Haerle to advance to the quarterfinals of the 
ITA Southwest Regional Championships last weekend in Austin. 

Haerle falls in Round 
of 16 at regional event 
Advances to doubles quarters with Harknett 

by Matt McCabe 
THRESHER STAFF 

The men's tennis team con-
cluded its fall season on a high 
note, as all six Owls that went 
to the Intercollegiate Tennis As-
sociation South Central Region 
Tournament in Austin won at least 
one match at the Penick-Allison 
Tennis Center in Austin. 

The team's top player, 11th 
ranked nationally junior Robert 
Searle. was still recovering from 
arthroscopic knee surgery, so the 
team consisted of senior Fakcinko 
Morita, juniors Tony Haerle and 
Rodrigo Gabriel, sophomores 
Ben Harknett and Jason Mok and 
freshman Hoony Shin. 

'We've got a lot of 

work to do in doubles 

and some other 

areas, so hopefully 

we'll get that taken 

care of before we 

crank it up again in 

January.' 
— Ron Smarr 

Head men's tennis coach 

Haerle , the t o u r n a m e n t ' s 
11th seed, had a first-round bye, 
and the other five Owls all won 
their first-round matches. In the 
second round, three Rice players 
lost to seeded opponents: Mok 
fell to Texas Tech's 12th-seeded 
Esat Tanik, 6-2,6-1, Gabriel lost to 
eighth-seeded and 103rd-ranked 
nationally Mohamed Dakki of 
Texas A&M University, 7-5, 6-1 
and Morita lost to Texas Christian 
University's Rafael Abreu, the 
seventh seed, 6-1, 6-4. Haerle, 
Harknett and Shin advanced to 
the round of 32 with straight-set 
victories. 

Two more Owls fell to seeded 
opponents in the third round, as 
ninth-seeded and 112th-ranked 
Roger Gubser of the University 
of Texas defeated Shin 6-3, 6-3, 
while Harknett lost to TCU's 
14 th - seeded J a c o p o T e z z a , 
6-2, 6-2. Haerle added another 
s t ra ight -se t victory, bea t ing 
A&M's Matt Bain 6-2, 6-2, but 
lost to the tournament's eventual 
champion, 17th-seeded Lars 
Poerschke of Baylor University, 
6-1, 3-6, 6-3 in the round of 16. 

"Overall it was a good week-

end," head coach Ron Smarr said. 
"Everyone won some matches 
and competed hard — it was a 
good effort." 

As in singles, all team members 
advanced to the second round 
of the regional doubles tourna-
ment. The 14th-seeded team of 
Haerle and Harknett was the only 
Owl pair to win its second-round 
match, beating Nate Avila and 
Joe Olfindo from UTSA 8-2, but 
Mok and Morita lost the pro-set 
tiebreaker 8-6 to eventual tourna-
ment champions Poe'-schke and 
Matija Zgaga of Baylor. 

Haerle and Harknett defeated 
UTs Hubert Chodkiewicz and 
Roger Gubser in a tiebreaker in 
the round of 16 but lost to TCU's 
top-seeded and eighth nationally 
ranked pair of Rafael Abreu and 
Fabrizio Sestini, 8-5 in the quar-
terfinals. 

"Tony and 1 played a lot 
bet ter in doubles," Harknet t 
said. "We played consistently, 
got through a couple of rounds 
and came through some tough 
matches." 

None of Rice's players ad-
vanced far enough in either the 
regional tournament or the Icy 
H ot/ITA All-American Cham pi on-
ships earlier this fall to advance 
to the ITA National Indoor 
Championships. Though Searle 
will probably be healthy for the 
Nov. 4-7 national event, he did 
not participate in either qualify-
ing tournament and therefore 
cannot play despite his national 
ranking. 

"It might be a blessing that I 
can't play," Searle said. "I don't 
think that I would have been 
ready in terms of preparation. I 
might have been ready in terms 
of fitness with my knee, which 
might have been enough for me 
to want to go." 

Searle said his injury has 
made him more eager to resume 
competing. 

"It's been horrible not playing," 
Searle said. "I think I will appreci-
ate being on the court again [in 
the spring)." 

Smarr said he was pleased with 
the team's performance this fall. 

"It was a well worthwhile fall 
season," Smarr said. "We've got 
a lot of work to do in doubles and 
in some other areas, so hopefully 
well get that taken care of before 
we crank it up again in January." 

The team's defense of its 
f i r s t - ever Wes t e rn Ath le t i c 
Conference championship next 
spring will include two trips to 
California as well as a home 
dual match against 2003 WAC 
runner-up SMU. 
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FRIDAY 2 9 
A man visits the doctor. The 
doctor says, "I have bad news 
for you. You have cancer and 
Alzheimer's Disease." The man 
replies, "Well, thank God I don't 
have cancerl" 

Today at 5 p.m. is the dead-
line for designating a course 
Pass/Fail and for returning 
undergraduate students to drop 
a course. 

Wisdom: A face can say many 
things. Especially the mouth 
part. 

Today is the application dead-
line for all those interested in 
applying for Beer-Bike area 
coordinating positions. Posi-
tions available are concessions, 
judges, parade, security, tech-
nology and track. If interested, 
please contact Caitlin Weidig at 
cweidig@rice.edu. 

There was a race between a 
brunette, a redhead and a blond 
to swim across a large lake. 
After about two hours the bru-
nette finished, with the redhead 
only five minutes behind her. 
Nearly two hours after that, 
the blond finally came ashore 
and collapsed from exhaustion. 
When someone asked why it 
took her much longer to finish 
the race, she replied. "I don't 
like to sound like a sore loser, 
but I think those two other girls 
were using their arms!" 

Come cheer on the Rice swim 
team as it competes in the 
Hilton Plaza/TYR Invitational 
beginning at 5 p.m. in the Rice 
Pool. Competition will continue 
tomorrow at 11 a.m. 

Insults 102: You must have 
come from the shallow end of 
the gene pool. 

The Rice soccer team chal-
lenges San Jose State University 
at 7 p.m. in the Rice Track/Soc-
cer Stadium. Come to the final 
Friday night home game! 

If a vegetarian eats vegetables, 
what does a humanitarian eat? 

"The Sanctuary" is an open-mic 
event held at 7:30 p.m. in Willy's 
Pub. The event features a live 
band, poetry, spoken word, 
song and artwork. Sign-ups 
are at the door and admission 
is free. For more information, 

contact Alicia Malik at (313) 
492-8821. 

SATURDAY 30 
NOD Bless America: Choose 
your position! 

Wiess College hosts Night of 
Decadence, the biggest party of 
the year, from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
in the Wiess Commons. Tickets 
for the event are $8 if purchased 
in advance and $10 at the door. 

SUNDAY 3 1 
Drive carefully. 90 percent of 
the people on the road are 
caused by accident. 

The Rice soccer team faces 
Fresno State University at 1 p.m. 
in the Rice Track/Soccer Sta-
dium. This is the soccer team's 
final home game, so come out 
and show your support! 

Please break another back-
board! That was awesome. 

The basketball teams will host 
Halloween Hoops from 8 to 
10 p.m. at Autry Court. Come 
out to watch a scrimmage, a 
three-point contest and a slam 
dunk contest! Free T-shirts will 
be given to the first 400 people, 
plus free food and drinks will 
be available. There will also be 
drawings for raffle prizes and 
a costume contest. So get your 
costume ready! 

MONDAY 

Why did Tigger look in the toi-
let? He was looking for Pooh! 

Today is the first day of registra-
tion for Spring 2005 classes. 
Add/Drop PINs will bo active 
until Jan. 21. 2005. 

TUESDAY 

A baby seal walks into a bar 
and sits down. "What can I 
get you?" asks the landlord. 
"Anything but Canadian Club," 
replies the seal. 

The Career Services Center 
hosts the first of three "Sopho-
more Sessions" at 7 p.m. on 
the second floor of the Student 
Center. These hugely popular 

sessions help dazed and con-
fused sophomores choose a 
major and find potential career 
paths. There is a $30 fee for the 
workshop and attendance is re-
quired at all three sessions. Due 
to limited seating, please RSVP 
at your earliest convenience to 
nlaidlaw@rice.edu. 

An Englishman, a Polish guy, 
an American, an Eskimo, an 
Indonesian guy, an African, an 
elephant, a refrigerator, two 
blondes, a gay man, three social 
workers, a Jewish man, a croco-
dile and a puppet all walked 
into a bar. The bar tender turned 
around and said, "Is this some 
kind of a joke?" 

Brown College will be rocking 
the bar tonight as it occupies 
Willy's Pub from 10 p.m. to 
2 a.m. for Brown Pub Night. 

WEDNESDAY 

On the first day of class, a pro-
fessor sarcastically asked, "If 
there are any idiots in the room, 
will they please stand up." After 
a long silence, one freshman 
rose to his feet. "Now then 
young man, why do you consider 
yourself an idiot?" inquired the 
prof with a sneer. "Well, actu-
ally I don't," said the student, 
"but I hate to see you standing 
up there all by yourself." 

Cheryl Matherly, the director 
of international opportunities, 
hosts an information session 
entitled "How to Teach Abroad" 
at 4 p.m. in the Miner Lounge of 
the Student Center. 

THURSDAY 

Do you smoke after sex? I don't 
know, I've never looked. 

Suzanna Danuta Walters, profes-

sor in the department, of gender 
studies at Indiana University-
Bloomington, will give a lecture 
today entitled, "On Makeovers 
and Marriage: Sexuality and 
Citizenship in the Age of Gay 
Visibility." The lecture will begin 
at 4 p.m. in Room 117 of the 
Humanities Building. A recep-
tion will follow the lecture in the 
Humanities Lobby. 

A doctor walked Into a bank. 
Preparing to endorse a check, 
he pulled a rectal thermometer 
out of his shirt pocket and 
tried to write with it. Realizing 
his mistake, he looked at the 
thermometer with annoyance 
and said, "Well that's great, just 
great... some asshole's got my 
pen." 

The Rice volleyball team faces 
the University of Texas-El Paso 
at 7 p.m. at Autry Court. This is 
the volleyball team's final home 
game, so come show your 
support! 

FRIDAY H 

Jack went to the cinema one 
day, and in the front row was an 
old man and his dog. During the 
sad parts of the movie, the dog 
cried. In the funny parts, the 
dog laughed. Throughout the 
film, Jack couldn't help watch-
ing the dog react. After the 
movie had ended, Jack spoke 
to the man. "That's incredible!" 
said Jack. "Your dog really 
seemed to enjoy the film." The 
man turned to Jack and said, 
"Nothing amazing about it. He 
enjoyed the book so much, I 
would have been amazed if he 
hadn't liked the movie." 

Rice Cinema presents Candy 
Mountain, at 8 p.m. General 
admission is $6, but students 
and senior citizens with an ID 
can purchase tickets for $5. 

Please don't 
wait 86 years to 
submit an event 
to the calendar. 

thresher@rice.edu 
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• Former federal p r o s e c u t o r 

• Certified Public Accountant 

• Mediator and Attorney 

• Leader in a variety of c o m m u n i t y 

organizat ions 

•, 

As a federal 
prosecutor 
and CPA, 
Jim Dougherty 
showed his 
backbone 
and brains. 

• Univers i ty of Notre Dame 

• J. D., Univers i ty of T e x a s Law S c h o o l 

• Parent of Bellaire, Lamar and Rice 

graduates 

• M e m b e r of St. Luke's United 

Methodis t Church 

DOUGHERTY 
For STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

DISTRICT 134 

Strength. 
Intelligence. 
Experience. 
All we need. 

Pol. adv pd. for by the Jim S. Dougherty Campaign, SOS Kipling, Houston, TX 77006 
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Left and Right: Hard and sticky or warm and gooey? 
Lipstick Club a feel-good organization Terrorists hate our freedom and our pie 
I'll admit it. I never thought there was 
more than one way to use lipstick. I was 
bedazzled to learn that Rice sported a club 
exploring the darker meaning of labial 
pleasure. 

I attended my first Lipstick 
Club meeting last week and was 
surprised — pleasantly, I might 
add — very pleasantly — I mean, 
let me catch my breath — oh boy 
— I thought those things were 
just for pre-debate primping. But 
that's just the beginning. 

What I need, I can't get from pie. 
Only my Lancome Juicy Wear will 
do. The way it feels when I rub it 
on my lips — delightful. Like a fine 
French Chablis. 

There's nothing a softy liberal needs more 
than good hard lipstick. My buddy Mikey 
Moore agrees. 

"Pie gave me my first three hear t at-
tacks," he said. "Now I'm marshalling 
youngsters to vote down the Late Night Pie 
Club. Because after a pie in the morning 
and a pie for lunch and a pie for dinner, 
do you really need one late at night? The 
Saudi-Bush-Heston-GM-Kmart Pie Co in 
my hometown of Flint, Mich., is responsible 
for everything wrong in this dying town. 
They even ran the minority-owned Ye Olde 
Lipstick Shoppe out of business." 

I, like Moore, believe a pie club of any 
breed to be a sick reminder of how rich 
Americans get all the benefits. 

My opponent, however, thinks that pie 
is good and that lipstick is bad. Well, I 

House of 
Pies 

I 

must remind him that Vice President Dick 
Cheney's daughter, Mary, wears lipstick. 
And I believe if you were to ask her, she 
would say she was born liking lipstick. 

Now I can't say I blame her. I 
like lipstick, with its sleek, firm ap-
plication method, so much more 
than pie, which is messy, sticky 
and difficult to clean off. 

The President, with his Pie 
Over Lipstick Amendment , is 
trying to stifle Mary's right to pub-
licly express her love of lipstick by 
claiming her club is illegitimate. 
Well to that, Mr. President , I 
say, shame on you. When you 
invaded Iraq, you protected the 
pie rese rves and left the lipstick 

s tores unguarded . And, Mr. President, 
that 's just wrong. 

There's nothing a softy 
liberal needs more than a 

good, hard lipstick. 

I am John Kerry and I approve — I really 
approve — man, you have no idea — oh 
GOD — YES — OH HILARY BABY — I 
approve this message. 

John Kerry is a Yale University graduate and 
his haircut is worth more than you are. 

Coming soon to 
Theaters 

House of 

First of all, I'd like to thank God for being 
here f night with you folks. Two words: Amer-
ica. Now we've got a saying in Texas — well, 
if s really... um. . . well if s from Connecticut, 
but I'm sure Texas has it too: Pie is 
good. And after Sept 11, the world 
changed ... we had less pie. Those 
evil terrorists, you see, they hate 
our pies. 'Cause pie is the symbol of 
freedom. Do they have pie in Iraq? 
Now they do. And well force-feed 
it to 'em if we've got to. 

Now there 's a rumor going 
around that pie ain't worth stand-
ing up for. Well, after the terroristic 
attacks of Sept. 11, I believe that 
um ... well ... I uh, damn ... Karl, 
speak up ... err ... that's better ... 
KERRY'S A LIBERAL! 

Well folks, my amendment to start a pie 
club is now stuck in the senate. They're doing 
that filibuster nonsense and I'm stuck like stink 
on shit. Ill have y'all know that Kerry's joined 
himself a club. And get this — it's a lipstick 
club. It's probably acode-name forClub-O-For-
nication. We've got a few of them round about 
C rawford, and it's always the homosexuals and 
the atheists who keep 'em open. 

I agree with Pat Robertson on this one: 
"If we start letting men wear lipstick openly 
and without shame, ifll be no time before they 
don't know what goes on their lips. We must 
protect the sanctity of the pie hole." 

Now I don't know about y'all, but I think 
lipstick is too effeminate for a man. True, I've 
used concealer once or twice, but lipstick's 
something I leave to Laura, God knows she 

George W. 
Bush 

needs i t I don't even let her step outside of the 
kitchen 'til she puts the stuff on. But that's OK, 
since she loves being in the kitchen because 
she's usually baking. Pies in fact. 

What American wouldn't love 
pies? 

Kerry's not sure if he likes pie, 
though. 

He voted for the pie club. Then 
he voted against it. If the man can't 
be consistent on pie, how can he 
lead our troops? Folks, he's incon-
sistent. You know who else doesn't 
like pie? Osama bin leaden. 

After Sept. 11, our need for pie 
has never been stronger. You can 
sit on your porch and listen to Rush 
Limbaugh while savoring a nice, 

warm apple pie; a cold key lime; or even a 
crunchy pecan, and there's no need to think 
about that stuff happening in those other 
countries ... nor this one neither. 

Two words: 

America. 

God bless America. 
I am George W. Bush, and I approve this 

message in the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

George W. Bush is a Yale University graduate 
and has God's divine mandate. 

S ) : 

i I 

CLASSIFIEDS classifieds@rice.edu 
(713) 348-3974 

> * 

HELP WANTED 

ENERGETIC, OUTGOING and en-
thusiastic salespeople needed during 
holidays. Must have a flexible sched-
ule. Excellent wage plus commission. 
Call (832) 524-1250. Apply in person 
Nov. 1-4 at DiscGear Cart Memorial 
City Mall in front of Sam Goody. 

INTERNET SOFTWARE company 
needsPHPkey-person,graphics/user-in-
terface key-person. Ground floor to own 
part of company. World-ready app needs 
world-ready thinkers. (713) 854<)012. 

DOWNTOWN law office looking for 
assistant. Great for Poli-Sci majors for 
internship credit and excellent hours. 
E-mail Rob. rob.paek@gmail.com. 

WILLY'S PUB 
Est . 1 9 7 5 

Happenings a t t h e PUB 
for the week of 1 1 / 1 / 0 4 

Monday l l / l 

Tuesday 11/2 

Wednesday 11 /3 

Thursday 11/4 

Friday 11/5 

Hangin' Out w/ Rugby & Lacrosse 

Brown College Night** ® lOpm 

Post-Cabinet Night 

Find an Esperanza date... Buy Tix 
Eiperaua tickets on sale at the pub! 

Homecoming Pub Night 
Meet up with alumni at the Pub. 

Young Alumni Pub Night 
Friday at the Pub? Its Homecoming! 

* * Bring your RICE ID to get in! 

Willy's is a l w a y s OPEN for l u n c h 
W a n t a "Pub Pizza" or craving a Quizno's t o a s t e d s a n d w i c h ? 

COME TO WILLY'S 

RICE VILLAGE BOUTIQUE needs help 
on Tues. and Thurs. 10-6 and every 
other weekend Sat. 10-6, Sun. 1-5. Please 
fax resumes to (713) 527-0859 ore-mail 
jobinfashion9@hotmail.com. You may 
bring your books to study. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near mu-
seum area needs substitutes and 
assistants. Child-care experience 
preferred. Ideal for students needing 
flexible schedules. Contact Karrie at 
(713) 520-0738. 

PROGRAMMER and server sysadmin 
needed. Part-or full-time. Java, mySQL, 
Linux. Work from home. Contact Tory 
Gattis (Rice BSEE '91, MBA '93) at 
tgattis@alum n i. rice, edu. 

NEED A RESPONSIBLE person to 
drive two school-aged children from 
West University School to home 
(1.5 miles). School ends at 2:40 p.m. 
Qualified person must have a reliable 
car and an impeccable driving record. 
(713) 662-2859. 

HOUSING 

COOL 2-1 HOUSE for rent in quiet 
Southgate. $1200 per month. Walk/ 
bike to campus and Village. Large 
backyard and deck, central heat and 
A/C, ceiling fans, covered parking, full 
kitchen and W/D. Available to Rice 
faculty, staff or grad students. (951) 
532-44 )6 or (832) 971-2208. 

GREENBRIAR CHATEAU Apart-
ments. Five minutes from Rice cam-
pus. One- and two-bedrooms, newly 
remodeled. Great move-in specials. 
Greenbriar Chateau, 4100 Greenbriar. 
(713) 523-4400. 

HISTORIC HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 
one-bedroom starting at $475, jogging 
trail, gated courtyard, central air/heat-
ing, covered parking, W/D on-site, one-
bedroom with study starting at $500. 
(713) 863-9496 or (713) 862-3721. 

POISSANT GALLERY looking for 
assistant for non-paying internship 
position. For more information E-mail 
i nfo@poissa n tgallery. com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SPRING BREAK2005. Travel with STS, 
America's #1 student tour operator to 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas 
and Florida. Now hiring on-campus 
reps. Call for group discounts. Informa-
tion and reservations (800) 648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com. 

$3500 PAID: EGG DONORS. Plus 
expenses. SAT >1100/ACT >24/GPA 
>3.0. Ages 19-29. Non-smokers. All 
races needed. Must be intelligent, 
healthy and attractive. Reply to: 
Info@eggdonationcenter.com 

NOTES AND NEWS 

ATTENTION POTENTIAL ENGL320 
students - there will be a lottery drawing 
for 40 spaces in next semester's English 
320 class, "Shakespeare on Film." The 
lottery will take place at 7:30 a.m. Tues., 
Nov. 2 in HUMA 117. Since places in 
this course will be decided by a drawing 
(if more than 40 people show up), there 
is no need to arrive early. But you must 
be there at 7:30 to participate. Some 
preference will be given in the lottery 
to seniors and then juniors. 

THERE WILL BE a sign-up for 110 
more than 16places in Dennis Huston's 
HUMA 201 course, Public Speaking 
(section 3), at 7:30 a.m. on Monday 
morning, Nov. 1, in my office in Her-
ring Hall 332. Students will be assigned 
to these spaces on a first-come, first-
served basis; so those interested in 
taking this class may have to arrive long 
before 7:30 a.m. (The class will meet 
on Tues. afternoons from 2:30 -5:30 in 
the spring semester). Freshmen are 
not eligible for this course. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Cash, check or credit card pay-
ment must accompany your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 

The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 
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