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Sally forth 
Graduating senior Angela Fernandez walks across the stage to receive her diploma at Rice's 
91st Commencement, held May 8 in the Rice Academic Quad. 

McKinsey report released 
Board-commissioned study of Rice athletics addresses 
social, academic, economic costs of NCAA participation 

by Jenny Recs 
IHKKSHFK K D r r O K I A I . S I AKI" 

After receiving the report commissioned 
last June from the management consulting firm 
McKinsey & Company,The Hoard ofTrustees 
is considering the future of Rice athletics at 
meetings this month. The McKinsey Report 
on Intercollegiate Athletics was released to the 
public May 4. The 104-page report includes data 
on the economic, academic and social impact 
of athletics on the university and lists possible 
courses of action for the board. 

The four options described by the report as 
viable are: remaining in the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association's Division 1-A; moving from 
Division I-A to Division I-AA, in which football 
is less competitive and schools are limited to 
fewer football scholarships; dropping the foot-
ball program and moving to Division I-AAA, a 
non-football division with athletic scholarships; 
and moving to Division III, where schools offer 
no athletic scholarships. 

The board commissioned the McKinsey re-
port after reviewing a report on athletics at Rice 
made by the Faculty Council Subcommittee on 
Athletics in May2003. The subcommittee's report 
addressed topics ranging from the cost of athletics 
to the admission process for student-athletes, and 
it concluded that more study was needed to deter-
mine whether Rice should continue to participate 
in athletics at the Division 1-A level. 

The board plans to decide on a course of 
action by the end of May. 

Fans await Board's decision 
Friends of Rice Athletics protest possible move from I-A 

by Jenny Rees 
T H R E S H E R KDITORIAl . S T A F F 

In compiling the report, McKinsey staff 
members gathered Rice institutional data; re-
searched the history of intercollegiate athletics 
and the athletic programs of peer institutions; in-
terviewed Rice administrators, faculty members 
and students, as well as experts outside Rice; 
and conducted nine focus groups of students, 
faculty and staff members. 

In its introduction, the report states the 
board should address the question of what type 
of athletic program Rice should have. 

"How willing is Rice to invest the time and 
money and to make the admissions trade-offs 
required for the program to be an overwhelming 
success and source of pride?" the report asks. 

Current program 
The report begins with a review of Rice's 

current athletic program. Although Rice is 
the second-smallest school in Division I-A, the 
report states that Rice athletics have enjoyed 
"extraordinary success." Rice has won 20 
Western Athletic Conference championships 
in eight sports during the past six years and 
won the NCAA baseball championship in 2003. 
The report also commends Rice athletics for 
maintaining high standards. 

"Rice... serves as a model nationally of how 
intercollegiate athletics should be 'done right' 
with zero major National Collegiate Athletic 
Association violations, some of the highest 
athlete graduation rates in Division I, and a 
talented staff that is built around the broad 

see MCKINSEY. Page 12 

Faculty, alumni, students and community 
members are expressing strong opinions on 
the proper role of athletics at Rice following the 
release of a report on Rice athletics commis-
sioned by the Board ofTrustees. The board, 
which is conducting a periodic review of the 
athletic program, commissioned the report in 
June from the management consulting firm 
McKinsey & Company. 

The McKinsey report outlines several pos-
sible courses of action for Rice but does not 
recommend any one option over the others. 

The board released the report to the public 
May 4 by posting it on the Rice Web site along 
with a form for sending comments to the 
board. A statement released with the report 
explained the board's goals. 

"As it does with all facels of the university 
from time to time, the Board currently is review-
ing the athletic program," the statement reads. 
"To obtain full and objective information, the 
Trusteescommissioned McKinsey & Co., a top 
management-consulting firm, to do research on 
all aspects of Rice's athletic program, including 
budgets, academic and athletic success rates, 
and of the changing national picture." 

The statement said the board had re-
viewed the report but had not yet made any 
decisions, although its current sense was 
that Rice should continue to participate in 
Division I athletics at some level. 

"With the intention of completing its review 
by the end of May, the Board now invites the 
Rice community to read the McKinsey Report 
and ... to make informed comment," the state-
ment reads. 

The board requested feedback on four major 
topics raised by the McKinsey report: the ap-
propriate level of athletic competition for Rice, 
the need for a new recreation and convocation 
center, the academic and social integration 
of student-athletes, and the financial deficit 

incurred by the athletic department. 
"The Board is agreed that the deficit must be 

brought under control through a combination of 
increased revenues, cost controls and greater 
funding from donations," the statement reads. 

Board member Terry Koonce, chair of the 
board subcommittee reviewing athletics told 
the Houston Chronicle that the board will con-
sider all its options regarding athletics, but the 
completeeliminationofvarsity sports would not 
be practical ("Faculty report questions costs of 
Rice sports," April 24). 

The online comment form was available 
until Monday. 

Alumni and fan response 
Following reports by the Houston Chronicle 

and The Associated Press that Rice athletics may 
be in jeopardy, agroupofformerathletesand fans 
formed the Friends of Rice Athletics to express 
their opinions to the board. Hie group was formed 
by about 10peoplebutincludesall2,500members 
of the "R" Association, the alumni organization for 
Rice varsity letter winners, and all 1 ,000 members 
of the Owl Club, a Rice fan group. 

The organization placed an ad in the sports 
section of the April 28 Chronicle. The ad stated, 
"As early as May 1, the Rice University Board 
of Trustees may consider the future of Rice 
athletics. Help us take a stand in favor of Divi-
sion 1A athletics at Rice." 

The ad listed arguments for keeping Divi-
sion I-A athletics and stated that Rice needs 
to stay in Division I-A to remain in a major 
conference. It cited Rice's 2002 student-athlete 
graduation rate — the highest of all NCAA 
schools — as well as the NCAA Academic 
Achievement Award Rice won last year. 

The ad also stated that athletics accounts for 
3.19 percent of Rice's operating budget, "a small 
price to maintain our national image, retain alumni 
support, attract top. well-rounded students and 
provide a window to the 'Rice Experience' for the 
City of Houston." 

See RESPONSE, Page 14 

Nice cup! 
Congratulations to Ihe Ri< e teams 

that won Western Athletic Conference 
championships last weekend — men's 
track and field, women's track and field 
and baseball. With those victories, Rice 
won the Commissioner's Cup for all-
sports performance iu the WAC. Keep 
up the good work. 

Bye for now 
It's the last Thresher of the year, so 

congratulations, graduates, and wel-
come, Class of 2008. We hope everyone 
has a safe and happy summer—whether 
you're selling your soul as an intern 
at Schlumberger, teaching test prep 
courses at Kaplan, reading Who Moved 
My Cheese? while lazing on the beach, 
hooking up with that random ex from 
high school or waiting tables at the 
Macaroni Grill — and we'll see you for 
the Orientation Week issue Aug. 20. 

OPINION Page 3 
One-stoplight town 

A & E Page 22 
Sammy Awards 

SPORTS Page 28 
Tennis in Sweet Sixteen 

"I'm going to stay out of the way of those big 
heavy fists as much as 1 can. You're going to 
see a lot of fancy footwork." 
— Malcolm Gillis, president. See Story, Page 1. 

Men's Tennis 
South Alabama 1, Rice 4 
Rice 4, LSU 0 

Friday 
Mostly sunny, 86-72 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 87-73 degrees 
Sunday 
Mostly sunny, 88-72 degrees 

Gillis to fight former boxing champ 
by Risa Gordon 

IUKKSHKR F.I>rrOHIAI. STAFF 

In his last month in office, Rice 
President Malcolm Gillis has discov-
ered an innovative new fund-raising 
technique. If all goes as planned, Gillis 
will enter the boxing ring to duke it 
out with former heavyweight cham-
pion George Foreman — and secure 
donations to Rice in the process. 

(iillis, whose presidential t<Tin ends 
July 1, will face Foreman in a boxing 
match some time between June 13 and 
the end of June. The location has yet 
to be determined. Vice President for 
Public Affairs Terry Shepard said. 

"We're just waiting for the Fore-
man camp to name a date and a 
place," Shepard said. 

Gillis said the idea for the match 
first came up when he was having 
lunch with Foreman several months 
ago. Cjillis raised the subject again in 
December, and Foreman, who has 
decided to come out of retirement, 
agreed to the match. 

Foreman and Gillis originally 
discussed only a three-minute boxing 
round. However, (iillis has been ap-
proached by more than 40 individuals 
offering to donate money in order to 
watch the event, Shepard said. Shepard 
said if the match is turned into a charity 

event, it may last two rounds. 
"Mr. Foreman has said that he 

would like any proceeds from this 
to go to student scholarships at Rice 
—and it turns out there may be some 
[proceeds], because an awful lot of 
people are coming up to Malcolm and 
saying, Td pay a lot of money to see 
this,'" Shepard said. 

Fox Sports Network has ex-
pressed interest in airing the match 
on television, but nothing definite has 
been decided, Shepard said. 

Richard Johnson, an associate of 
Foreman, said Foreman agreed to 
box (iillis because he respects the 

See BOXING, Page 8 
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Summer reading list 
Talk around campus this May has inevitably centered around the 

McKinsey Report on Intercollegiate Athletics (See Stories, Page 1) 
and the late-May decision by the Board of Trustees regarding the 
future of athletics at Rice. 

The report does a noteworthy job of summarizing the current 
situation and available options for the future, and we applaud the 
board's decision to publicize the report and solicit feedback from 
the Rice community. 

There is a lot of misinformation circulating, but we suggest that 
everyone in the Rice community read the report—it is the best vehicle 
toward productive conversations about the place of athletics at Rice. 

That said, the decision is in the board's hands. In the Rice of the 
future, with or without football, we feel there are several changes 
suggested by the McKinsey report that would benefit the entire Rice 
community and bridge the acknowledged gap between the Athletic 
Department and the rest of the university. 

Admiss ions Student-athletes should complete the same 
application for admission as the rest of the student body. We need to 
eliminate the perception that student-athletes do not belong at Rice 
because they are admitted under a different set of standards. Currently, 
student-athlete applicants do not have to write the longer essay or fill 
in everyone's favorite — the empty box. By requiring student-athletes 
to complete the same application as regular students, the university 
would hold all applicants closer to a common standard. After all, as the 
McKinsey report states, if student-athletes will not take the time to fill 
out the standard application, they are probably not the type of students 
willing to take on the challenges presented by Rice. 

Academic Advising The administration should eliminate the 
Athletic Department's office of academic advising and include 
student-athletes in the campus-wide advising program. Having a 
separate department for student-athlete academic advising is nei-
ther productive nor cost-efficient. Student-athletes are more than 
capable of taking on the same level of responsibility for their own 
academics as the rest of the student body does. Separate advising 
isolates student-athletes and increases the perception that they are 
academically different from non-athletes. Athlete-specific advising 
limits student-athletes' exposure to varied areas of study and a diverse 
range of students. Additionally, consolidating the two offices would 
eliminate duplicate processes and save money. 

Athletic Endowment The Athletic Department should begin 
a one-time athletic endowment fund-raising campaign to offset its 
budget deficit. This would allow the department to take a large step 
toward self-sufficiency. Cost-cutting is not the only path to economic 
survival; raising money specifically for athletics would decrease 
the department's reliability on university resources for funding and 
increase its long-term viability. 

Kinesiology Department We support the McKinsey report's 
suggestion to move the kinesiology department out of Autry Court 
so that student-athletes are more likely to interact with the rest of the 
student body in a classroom setting. Currently, the department offices 
are in Autry Court, a situation that leaves the roughly 50 percent 
of student-athletes who major in kinesiology isolated from the rest 
of the university. As a department viewed as an outsider in its own 
school (humanities) and with a relatively low number of nonmajors 
in classes due to its lack of distribution classes, integration of the 
department into the rest of the university is especially important. 

Saying goodbye 
We lost a lot this year. There is always turnover on the Thresher 

staff, and every year we say goodbye to people who range from minor 
contributors to editors who put in long hours overnight. Producing a 
weekly newspaper is an exhausting process that brings us together, 
and it is safe to say we are losing not only some of our best staff 
members in this year's senior class, but our best friends as well. 

Rachel Rustin and Mark Berenson both joined the news editorial 
staff in January of their freshman year, and each served a year as edi-
tor in chief. Rachel was news editor her sophomore year and editor 
in chief her junior year before writing features and assisting the news 
section last year. Mark was news editor his junior year and editor in 
chief his senior year, running the newspaper without a co-editor or 
senior editor. The Thresher will not be the same without them. 

But Rachel and Mark were hardly alone on Wednesday nights, and we 
would like to congratulate and thank all the recently graduated seniors 
who gave their time, energy and soul (or part of it) to the Thresher: 

Catherine Adcock 
Natasha Alvandi 
Missy Bailey 
Mark Berenson 
Jeff Bishop 
liana Feld 

Dylan Hedrick 
Emily Jones 
Carly Kocurek 
Parul Patel 
Gretchen Raff 
Rachel Rustin 

Stuart Sinclair 
Katie Streit 
Lindsay Sutton 
Sushi Suzuki 
Ethan Varela 
Margaret Xu 

Ten years after arriving at Rice, 
Stephen Malcolm Gillis finally graduates. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

Easter should not be 
given preference 
To the editor: 

I'm writing in response to lec-
turer Douglas Mitchell's letter to the 
Thresher regarding the university's 
choice to not observe the Easter 
holiday ("Rice calendar should observe 
Easter holiday, "April 16). A university 
attracts people from all faiths and even 
those with no faith at all. Exposure to 
the celebrations of different faiths and 
cultures is certainly part of an enlight-
ened existence. 

However, should a universi ty 
choose to officially sanction religious 
holidays, it begs that equal standing 
be given to several holidays from 
different faiths throughout the year. 
Which ones should be included? Is 
one faith more important or valid than 
another? In not officially sanctioning 
Easter as a holiday. Rice has not asked 
anyone to check his or her faith at the 
university's door. In fact, you may take 
Good Eriday off as a personal vacation 
day, if you choose, and none of your 
peers will think twice about it. 

In place of a t tempting to give 
equal stead to the celebrations of 
the various religions that exist in 
this society and on this campus, 
why not have a "Faiths of the World" 
week on campus? Set up booths and 
exhibits highlighting the different 
faiths, traditions, philosophies, and 
perspect ives represen ted he re in 
this small Rice community and in 
the world. I think this would be a 
truly worthwhile educational event. 
Eurther, with this arrangement, pros-
elytizing, born-again, fundamentalist 
Christians like Mitchell can do what 
is required of them by their faith: 
attempt to recruit others. 

For with his suggestion that some 
of us don't prefer to think of what the 
term A D . means, Mitchell has ex-
posed his true intention of champion-
ing his preferred flavor of Christianity. 
I enjoyed my time at Rice and feel that I 
was enriched by the exposure to other 
belief systems through conversations 
with my diverse peers, without an of-
ficially sanctioned Easter holiday. 

lastly, I know what A D . means 
and accept it as an archaic definition 
of date, the use of which will likely 
eventually cease due to its specific 
religious connotation. 

Lisa M. IMFlame 
Graduate student alumna 

Geology and geophysics, '99 

More than mere talk is 
needed for change 
To the editor: 

I've enjoyed hear ing about stu-
dent volunteer ing activities, such 

as the alternative spring break trip 
to Honduras . 

New York Times columnist Nicho-
las Kristoff wrote in a controversial 
column April 3 that American hu-
manitarian activists who help under-
privileged children often overlook the 
harsh economic realities present in 
underdeveloped countries ("Put your 
money where their mouths are"). 'Hie 
issue at hand is how to fight child labor 
while ameliorating the poverty that 
underpins it. Kristoff urges university 
students to support programs that keep 
children in school. For us, the question 
is how we can help. 

The United Nations World Food 
Program's Web site (ht tp: / /www. 
wfp.org) s tates , "Of the wor ld ' s 
300 million chron ica l ly h u n g r y 
children, an estimated 170 million 
are often forced to learn on empty 
stomachs because they receive no 
food at school; 130 million don't at-
tend class at all." Providing meals to 
students encourages parents to send 
their children to school. To that end, 
Kristof f stated, "School feeding costs 
19 cents per day per child." Even if just 
half the undergraduate population at 
Wee each donated 19 cents each, we 
could help a lot of children. 

Repu table aid organizations such as 
the World Food Program ensure that 
donated funds go to help children and 
families in need and are not used to 
cover administrative costs. If we want 
to help other less fortunate students, 
we need to take action with whatever 
resources we have available. Making a 
difference begins with 19 cents, and it's 
timeforallofus—myselfincluded—to 
either put up or shut up. 

Matthew Chen 
WfVss senior 

Rice without athletics 
a terrible prospect 
To the editor: 

As a current employee and former 
Rice football recruit, I am saddened 
at the release of the four options 
concern ing Rice athletics. T h r e e 
of these are so negative that it only 
causes damage to a program that is 
on the rise. The damage has already 
begun with the McKinsey Report on 
Intercollegiate Athletics, as many 
student-athletes begin to question 
the letters of intent they have signed 
with a university whose program has 
suddenly been placed in limbo. 

I have been a season ticket holder 
for 20 years: I have watched the 
football team rise to become co-cham-
pions of the Southwest Conference 
in 1994 and second in the nation in 
rushing last year. I have watched 
head men 's basketball coach Willis 
Wilson come off his best year ever; 
and I have watched in amazement 

the Rice baseball team win a national 
championship while the Rice men ' s 
tennis team rises to the top five in 
the nation. 

If any of the three options—obliter-
ate the entire athletic program, drop 
football or drop from Division I to Divi-
sion III—happens, Rice will lose much 
more than it will ever hope to gain. 

T r u e diversity is not just ethnic. It 
is also the mix of cultural backgrounds 
of all people — including student-
athletes. Take away all the great Rice 
athletes along with the other athletes 
that go on to coaching jobs in schools 
all across the nation — and your prob-
lem will only snowball on you. They are 
one of the greatest sources of pride at 
this university and can promote Rice 
for future generations of students. 

I only hope that the Board of Trust-
ees will make the right choice and start 
planning to put Rice not only on the 
academic map, but also on the athletic-
map, as the baseball team did last year. 
What makes Rice differ from Stanford 
and Notre Dame is its facilities, and a 
new basketball arena would be the 
next logical step. Let us move forward 
and hope the NCAA does some house 
cleaning of the dirty universities that 
have been bending rules for years. 
That is the only way to bring about true 
parity in collegiate athletics. 

Ijirry J. Miggins 
Facilities and Engineering 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Letters to the editor should 
be sent to the lliresher by e-
mail to thresher@rice.edu. l e t -
ters must be received by 5 p. 
m. on the Monday prior to a 
Friday publication date. 
• All let ters to the editor 
must be signed and include 
college and year if the writer 
is a Rice student. 
• Letters should be no lon-
ger than 250 words in length. 
T h e Thresher r e s e r v e s the 
right to edit let ters for both 
content and length. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions a re 
available for $50 domest ic and 
$105 internat ional via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
c lass i f i ed a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
Please contact our advertising 
manager at thresher-ads@rice. 
edu or (713)348-3967 for more 
information. 

http://www
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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I'm part of the problem 

Classist slogans tread on trailer trash 
For t h e first time since I moved 
to Houston as a freshman, I will be 
residing in Burkburnett, Texas for 
more than three weeks at a time. 
Within days, I will prob-
ably be approaching the 
state known as "stir crazy," 
but then I'll settle in and 
take comfort in things 
like the bank teller never 
asking for my II). 

For those ofyou unfamil-
iar with the area locals refer 
to as "Texhoma," know this: 
There are 10,(XX) people, 
one grocery store and one 
high school in Burkburnett. 
I^arryMcMurtry wrote The 
Ixist Picture Show about 
Archer City, which is roughly 45 
minutes from my house, and the 
sequel Texasville was shot all across 
the county. 

One of the primary differences 
between small-town NorthTexasand 
Houston has to do with the degree of 
irony present. To be concise, there 
is no irony in Burkburnett. 

In Houston (and, I suspect, most 
cities with substantial college-stu-
dent populations), irony is trendier 
than Paris Hilton. People drink 
terrible beer and wear ugly clothes 
because it's funny. 

I feel a little left out of the joke. 
Where exactly is the punch line? 

The elusive punch line seems 
to be that economically privileged 
people are partaking in the social 
practices of the economically disen-
franchised. It's funny to drink Pabst 
Blue Ribbon only when it is readily 
apparent that you can afford and 
appreciate something better. 

Were this type of ironic con-
sumption applied to other social 

Carly 
Kocurek 

dividers — like race — there 
would be public outrage. Take, for 
example, the recall of Abercrom-
bie and Fitch's line of T-shirts, 

including the infamous 
"Two Wongs Can Make 
It White" slogan. 

Shirts were off the 
shelves and apologies is-
sued within weeks of their 
release. Now compare 
similar "jokes" made at 
the expense of blue-collar 
Americans. Urban Outfit-
ters has shirts with slogans 
like "Off-I )uty Cop, Workin' 
on a Case," which features 
an image of a case of beer. 
Breakdance America sells 

40 oz. coozies with pictures of pirates. 
The Thresher went so far as to include 
the category "dive bar" in its Rice Picks 
feature, suggesting a local watering 
hole as a great place to rub shoulders 
with Houston's "down and out." What 
could be funnier than college students 
slamming back 40s at dive bars? 

In my opinion, a lot of things. 
Such parodies of "low class" culture 
do nothing but create and perpetuate 
classist stereotypes. The messages 
sent by the current "ironic" trends 
are damaging and dangerous. If they 
are to be believed, people who live 
in trailer parks drink continuously, 
have large breasts or beer guts, curse 
profusely and own the types of dogs 
that would take a man's arm off were 
they not chained to trees. 

Trendy products allow upper-class 
people to use the lower classes as a lo-
cally available exotic other. Economic 
outsiders are particularly nonthreat-
ening to affluent white Americans, 
because the low-income social class up 
for consumption is mostly white. 

The difference between Aber-
crombie's racist T-shirts and the 
classist T-shirts and accessories 
currently filling mall shelves has to 
do with identity. To claim offense at 
the stereotypes would be to claim 
a level of economic disempower-
ment. Nobody has ever wanted to 
be poor, particularly in a culture that 
revels in tales of fulfilled American 
dreams. Others might see economic 
failures as representative of other 
types of weakness. 

While race and gender activists 
have made substantial efforts to 
reclaim marginalized identities, no-
body attempts to reclaim identities 
based on economic class. 

This seems unlikely to happen. 
I do not expect anyone to apologize 
for the "trucker hat" phenomenon. 
Nor do I expect the phrases "trailer 
trash" or "white trash" to fall out of 
popular slang. The best option I see 
is to simply refuse to participate, stick 
to respectable beers like Shiner and 
wear baseball caps without any mesh 
on the back. 

But honestly, I really want the 
"Free Courtney!" hat from yque. 
com, and I do enjoy an occasional 
bottle of Boone's. Of course, when 
wearing camouflage trucker caps 
emblazoned with logos for the local 
gun club or sipping straight from 
bottles of "flavored apple wine prod-
uct" here at home, I'm just reveling 
in things I learned to love in high 
school. That's the difference be-
tween A&F and Wal-Mart; between 
Houston and Burkburnett: Around 
here, we really mean it. 

Carly Kocurek is a Will Rice College 
senior and former arts and entertain-
ment editor. 

Irony is overrated 

Making a difference while 
still inside the ivory tower 

Rice Voices 

Religious Right does not own Christianity 
It's hard not to get angry at the Re-
ligious Right. Shortly after Sept. 11, 
2001, Jerry Falwell, a guest on Pat 
Robertson's 700 Club, blamed the 
terrorist attacks on "the 
pagans, and the abortion-
ists, and the feminists, and 
the gays and the lesbians 
who are actively trying 
to make that an alterna-
tive lifestyle, the ACLU, 
People For the American 
Way, all of them who try to 
secularize America." 

It is a shame that the 
politicians of the Religious 
Right have tied Christian-
ity to a socially conser-
vative and somet imes 
bigoted political agenda. In the 
public eye, Christianity as a whole 
is often equated with this small and 
obnoxious faction of the religion. 
But despite their efforts to label 
their opposition as "unchristian," 
members of the Religious Right are 
far from being the only Christians in 
the United States. 

Those opposed to President 
George W. Bush's approach to the 
"War on Terror" are quick to point 
out that our enemy is not Islam, and 
that the fanatical and depraved indi-
viduals who use the religion to justify 
horrible acts are not representative 
of the vast majority of Muslims. Al-
though there is no moral equivalency 
between al Qaeda and the Christian 
Coalition, American liberals should 
take that lesson to heart. The ac-
tions of the Religious Right do not 
represent the actions of all — or 
even a majority — of Christians in 
the United States. 

Ilie Religious Right claims that 
Christians (as they define them) are 
a persecuted minority in the United 
States. Liberals, they claim, arc try-
ing to create a "Godless America." 

Unfortunately, many on the left 
are all too willing to play along. In 
an April 18 IMS Angeles Times review 
of the new liberal talk radio network 
Air America, columnist David Shaw 
complains how hosts derided Chris-
tianity — on Good Friday. I've seen 

James 
Sulak 

much the same at Rice from leaders 
of campus activist groups—too often 
being a good college-aged liberal 
means mocking Christianity. 

But what's the point? It's 
not right, polite, or even po-
litically smart to insult the 
deepest-held beliefs of so 
many people. Secularism 
is not the same as anti-re-
ligious (or anti-Christian); 
freedom of religion is not 
freedom from religion. 
Anyone who does not let 
their religion inform their 
politics does not take their 
religion seriously. 

Voting — and govern-
ing — according to reli-

gious convictions is one thing, but 
using politics and state institutions to 
promote religious dogma is another. 
Politicians of the Religious Right are 
so obnoxious partly because they 
use their religious beliefs as the sole 
means and ends of their politics. We 
should refuse to play that game, even 
when it is easy to. 

()pposing the teaching of evolution 
in schools is exactly the kind of stance 
that makes the Religious Right — and 
in the public's eye, Christianity—look 
so bad. In January, when Georgia State 
School Superintendent Kathy Cox pro-
posed removing the word "evolution" 
from the state's biology textbooks, she 
was rightly jumped on as making the 
state look foolish. Hie debate brought 
out the worst in both sides — conser-
vative Christian politicians claimed 
that no "real Christian" could believe 
in evolution, and others attacked the 
Christian faith as backwards. 

One of Cox's most vocal critics was 
former President Jimmy Carter: "As 
a Christian, a trained engineer and 
scientist and a professor at Kmory 
University, I am embarrassed by 
Superintendent Kathy Cox's attempt 
to censor and distort the education 
of Georgia's students." 

It is perhaps no coincidence that 
Carter, the most liberal president in 
recent history, was an Evangelical 
Christian. There is a strong case that 
the teachings of Jesus are, in fact, 

liberal: He preached and practiced 
the acceptance of all people, no mat-
ter what heir lifestyles, he cared for 
the poor and admonished the rich, 
and he opposed powerful officials 
enforcing religious dogma. 

It is a mistake to assume that Chris-
tians — or any group of people — are 
inherently stupid or gullible. Some of 
them are, but there's no shortage of 
stupid atheists. Deriding the beliefs 
of so many people is not a good 
way to win political victories. If the 
Pat Robertsons and Jerry Fahvells of 
America are to be quieted, the Religious 
Right has to be defeated by winning 
the votes of Americans — even the 
Christian ones. 

James Sulak is a Hanszen College 
junior and opinion editor. 

This may be my last Thresher 
column ever, but I've decided not 
to do the nostalgia thing. I figure 
it's better to look forward at this 
time of year. It occurred to me, 
however, that this year's 
graduates are not the 
only ones who should 
be thinking about what 
lies ahead: Those of 
you who will still be at 
Rice next year are no 
doubt thinking ahead 
to responsibilities, chal-
lenges and experiences 
you will be facing while 
you are still in college or 
graduate school. 

Don't believe any-
one who tells you that university 
students do not live in "the real 
world." It may be different from 
the professional world, but it is still 
part of the real world, part of a real 
experience. Everything we do at 
Rice matters. It all counts. 

Perhaps most importantly, 
it is not too early to change and 
to improve the world while you 
are a student — in fact, I would 
argue that it is essential to start 
now. By the time we graduate, we 
have already gone through many 
of the formative experiences that 
determine what our priorities are. 
College is the time when we need 
to be responsible, become activists 
and commit ourselves to helping 
others. It makes sense to start in 
our own community. 

While it is unfair to apply the 
stereotype that all Rice students 
are apathetic, certain problems 
at Rice have persisted for years, 
either because they are not widely 
recognized or because people 
have turned a blind eye to them. 
I think three problems are par-
ticularly pressing: 

1. Alcohol abuse — This 
is arguably the hardest problem 
for anyone in a college setting to 
address. Nobody wants to be the 
party pooper. Yet because drinking 
is such a major part of our university 
culture, it is entirely too easy for 
people to drink excessively and 
irresponsibly. As much as I have 
read about the impending changes 
in the Alcohol Policy, I think it is 
more important to work toward 
changing the alcohol culture. I will 
say that I personally have never felt 
pressured to drink at all, let alone to 
excess, but I would suggest taking it 
one step further and applying pres-
sure in the other direction, so that it 

becomes unacceptable for people to 
let each other drink unsafely. This 
shift is happening gradually, but the 
community needs to keep at it. 

2 . Prejudice — I deliberately 
made this a broad cat-
egory, if only because 
the most prevalent and 
obvious prejudices at 
Rice vary from year to 
year. This past year was 
the year of anti-athletic 
sentiment A few years 
ago, it was a backlash 
againstfeminism. Minor-
ity flight is a perennial 
problem. Encouragingly, 
awareness of this issue 
seems to be increasing, as 

is evident in the establishment of a 
student-led "Inclusiveness Initiative" 
by Baker College senior Joy Green 
and several other undergraduate 
students. Their motivation and 
determination to improve the lives 
of their peers is precisely what the 
student community needs more 
of. Hopefully, people will follow 
their lead. 

3 . Sexual assault and harass-
ment — You didn't actually think I 
was going to let this go, did you? Not 
a chance. I understand it is difficult 
to comprehend how something so 
awful could happen in our com-
munity, but this problem c annot 
stay on the back burner any longer. 
When people are being raped, when 
more than 80 percent of die female 
faculty report exposure to incidents 
of indecency ("Study shows gender 
gap in faculty job satisfaction," 
April 9) and when students continue 
to treat rape and misogyny as a joke 
or a triviality, we have a problem. It 
is time for everyone to work toward 
increasing awareness and to make 
a point of sticking up for those 
who are victimized, no matter how 
uncomfortable the issue is. 

The task before all of you is this: 
Treat each other kindly and with a 
sincere desire to improve the Rice 
community. Take on urgent chal-
lenges, no matter how impossible 
they might seem. The professional 
world of today is not doing enough 
to solve society's problems, and 
it is not going to start taking that 
responsibility unless the people en-
tering it tomorrow already have the 
desire and commitment to improve 
the world in some way now. Please 
make sure that happens. 

KajWahi (Wiess '99) is a graduate 
student in chemistry. 
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Fondren renovations 
to include coffee shop 

by Ian Everhart 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Spending time in the library may 
soon be more relaxing, with the 
eventual addition of a coffee shop 
and iniormal lounges for under-
graduates and graduate students. 

Assistant University Librarian 
Sara Lowman said, pending ap-
proval from the Board of Trustees, 
designs will be drawn up over the 
summer and fall, and renovations 
may begin as early as 2005. 

The library's renovations would 
include physical ly remodel ing 
many parts of the building, an April 
8 article in Rice News stated. 

Current proposals call for creating 
a "main street" through the first floor 
of the library. The walkway would 
extend from die current western door 
of the library facing the Academic 
Quad through to a new door on the 
eastern side of the building and would 
be intended to eliminate some of the 
more confusing design features of the 
current layout. 

The plans also include the addi-
tion of a coffee shop on the second 
floor of the library to create a more 
relaxed reading area for individual 
work and group collaboration. The 
sixth floor may be converted into 
an informal reading room with open 
and closed study areas. The sixth 
floor would also have a lounge de-
signed for graduate students. 

The plans include the addition of 
both wireless and wired technologies, 
Lowman said. She said data ports will 
be added in study spaces throughout 
the building with the goal of support-
ing individual and collaborative uses 
of technology. 

Lowman said renovations to the 
library are overdue, especially since 
library users' needs have changed in 
recent years. 

"Over the past 10 years, the way 
that people access and use infor-
mation has changed radically, and 
Fondren Library needs to change 
in order to better meet the needs 
of our users," Lowman said. 

Lowman said many disciplines 
rely increasingly on electronic 
resources, and being able to sup-
ply data electronically will help the 
library stay up-to-date in the organi-
zation, management and delivery of 
information. 

"The library staff are very excited 
about this project and look forward to 
the design phase after board approval 
of the project," Lowman said. 

' Over the past 10 
years, the way that 
people access and use 
information has changed 
radically; and Fondren 
Library needs to change 
in order to better meet 
the needs of our users," 

— Sara Lowman 
Assistant university librarian 

Some space for the renovations 
was freed up by the opening of the 
new off-site Library Service Center 
earlier this year and the relocation 
of the English department to Her-
ring Hall, Lowman said. Lesser-
used volumes currently stored 
at Fondren will be moved to the 
Library Services Center but will 
still be accessible through an online 
retrieval system. 
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Grad students can have fun too ... 
ELIZABETH KIM/THRESHER 

Graduate student Alex Almarza and Facilities and Engineering Analyst Mark Gardner serve drinks at the April 23 
Spring Picnic hosted by the Graduate Student Association. 
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Next Century Campaign reaches goal a year late 
By Alana Newell 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice's first major fund-rais-
ing campaign has reached its 
$500 million goal one year after its 
original deadline. 

President Malcolm Gillis said he 
began thinking about the Next Cen-
tury Campaign in 1995 and started it 
July 1,1997without a public announce 
ment In September 2000, Gillis and 
his wife Elizabeth held a black-tie gala 
to celebrate the public start of the 
campaign. The original date set for 
completion of the campaign was June 
30, 2003, but Gillis said he was not 
bothered by the late culmination. 

"Deadlines are always extremely 
elastic; no campaign ever has a 
hard and fast completion date," 
Gillis said. 

The campaign experienced set-
backs due to the flooding from 

Tropical Storm Allison in July 2001, 
Gillis said. 

'The flood during the summer 
of 2001 was a tremendous blow, not 
because of damage to us, but because 
local foundations and philanthropists 
that we depend on decided — rightly 
so — that their most urgent task was 
to help the [Texas Medical Center] 
and museums recoverfrom the flood," 
Gillis said. "They didn't include Rice 
because there was not much damage 
done to the university." 

Gillis said the economic downturn 
was also a setback to the campaign. 

"Some of the pledges were in 
stocks, and the drop-off from the 
dot-coms meant that a lot of those 
pledges were lost," Gillis said. 'The 
recession slowed things down, but 
we made up our lost ground." 

The bankruptcy of Enron af-
fected Rice somewhat , but no 
more than any other organization 

in Houston, Gillis said. 
Some of the planned uses for the 

money raised changed during the 
course of the campaign. The original 
plan called for a new library to be built, 
but after the flooding during Tropical 
Storm Allison, Gillis said it became 
clear that keeping much of Fondren's 
collection underground, as the original 
plans called for, would be unwise. 

Another plan that was abandoned 
was the construction of a convoca-
tion center. 

"The building and grounds com-
mittee had originally planned for a 
convocation center and decided not 
to move forward with those plans," 
Assistant Vice President for Develop-
ment Carolyn Warszawski said. 

Despite the various setbacks and 
the later-than-anticipated completion 
date, Gillis said he is very satisfied 
with the campaign. 

"It was our first comprehensive 
campaign ever, we were one of the 
last major universities to ever mount 
a campaign, so we had to make it 
up as we went along," Gillis said. "It 

went astoundingly well given that 
and the state of the economy" 

Gillis predicts the Next Century 
Campaign will surpass its goal by 
the end of June. 

He said the future of Rice fund-
raising is in the hands of President-
Elect David Leebron, who will take 
Gillis' place July 1. 

"He'll need to create another 
strategic plan and, with the ad-
ministration and faculty, will have 
to decide what the new priorities 
are," Gillis said. 

Despite all the work that goes 
into a new campaign, Gillis said he 
is proud to have paved the way for 
future efforts. 

"I'm very happy to leave an 
infrastructure for fundraising that 
wasn't present before," he said. "I 
had to make it from scratch." 

The campaign money will be used 
in several different areas of concern 
at Rice and will primarily be used to 
fulfill the campaign's four original 
goals. The first—to enhance un-
dergraduate education and student 

For annual checkups, birth control, emergency 
contraception, pregnancy testing, Rapid HIV tests and 
testing & treatment for sexually transmitted infections. 
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p Planned Parenthood* 
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Is t h i s r i g h t f o r y o u ? 

life—was allocated $175 million and 
included improvements to student 
life, such as the construction of Mar-
tel College as the ninth residential 
college, as well as athletic scholar-
ships and funding for programs such 
as Leadership Rice. 

The second area of focus — 
strengthening faculty and graduate 
programs — was allocated $270 
million. This goal included funding 
for graduate fellowships, as well 
as the construction of the Humani-
ties Building and the new Jesse H. 
Jones School of Management, and 
the renovations to Keck Hall. It 
also provided for endowed chairs in 
various departments. 

According to the Next Century 
Campaign Web site, the main function 
of endowed chairs is to provide recogni-
tion to existing Rice faculty, attract new 
faculty and provide continuing funding 
to the academic departments. 

Twenty-five million dollars was 
allotted to the third goal, expand-
ing and strengthening outreach 
programs, such as Continuing 
Studies, the Baker Institute and 
K-12 education. 

The final area of concern for 
the Next Century Campaign was 
increasing the annual fund and un-
restricted gifts, which was allocated 
$30 million and included funding for 
financial aid, library improvements, 
scholarships and various other 
campus improvements. 

Gillis said that many of the 
goals were met — some were even 
surpassed 

"We expanded the faculty by 
more than we thought we would," 
Ciillis said. "Additionally, we funded 
improvements in Brown, Jones 
and Martel Colleges. We hit all 
the targets." 

http://www.pphouston.org
http://www.rice.edu/leadership
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Alumni pick Hutch as 
teaching award winner 

by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRESHSER EDITORIAL STAFF 

_ . . _ KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Chemistry Professor John Hutchinson, the winner of this year's George R. Brown Prize for Excellence in Teaching, 
navigates closely placed cones during a DUI simulation, part of a fundraiser the Rice University Police Depart-
ment held Friday to raise money for the Special Olympics. Hutchinson is currently Brown College master and 
previously served as Wiess College master. 

Matriculating women outnumber men 

For a second year, Chemistry 
Professor John Hutchinson was 
named the recipient of the George 
R. Brown Prize for Excellence in 
Teaching. Hutchinson also received 
the award in 1997. 

H u t c h i n s o n h a s t a u g h t 
CHEM 122: General Chemistry at 
Rice for the past 16 years. 

The winner of the excellence 
prize, along with the winners of 
other George R. Brown teaching 
awards, is chosen each year by the 
alumni who graduated two years 
and five years prior. Alumni respond 
to survey questions and choose 
their favorite or most memorable 
professor. 

"It is gratifying thai it is students 
that selected it," Hutchinson said. 
"It is even more gratifying that it is 
alums, because they've had the op-
portunity to put their education in the 
context of their careers." 

Hutchinson said he has enjoyed 
teaching ever since he tutored class-
mates in high school and knew from 

an early age that he wanted to be a 
professor. 

"It is a sort of family legacy," he said. 
"My grandfather was a professor." 

As Brown College master, former 
Wiess College master and assistant 
vice president for Student Affairs, 
Hutchinson often interacts with stu-
dents outside the classroom. 

"I think that I have a better 
understanding of my students' 
lives, what kinds of constraints 
they have on their time," Hutchin-
son said. "I think I also can 
communicate more ef fect ively 
with my students, just because 
I am better able to understand 
their perspective." 

In the past, Hutchinson has also 
won three George R. Brown Awards 
for Superior Teaching. 

The 2004 superior teaching 
award winners are Economics 
Professor Jim Brown, Kinesiology 
Professor Brian Gibson, Psychol-
ogy Professor Mikki Hebl, French 
Professor Lynne Huffer, Sociology 
Professor Elizabeth Long, and 
History Professor and Will Rice 
College Master Joel Wolfe. 

By Family Yeomans 
THRESHER STAFF 

A record number of Hispanic 
students will enter Rice next fall, 
and females will outnumber males 
for only the second time in the 
university's history. 

As of Wednesday, 748 of the 1,793 
high school seniors admitted to Rice 
had accepted the offer, a yield of 
about 40 percent, Vice President for 
Enrollment Ann Wright said. Wright 
said she expects about 20 students 
to withdraw during the summer, 
bringing the total number of incom-
ing freshmen and student-athlete 
transfers close to the admission 
office's goal of 730. 

"last year we admitted 1,832, and 
this year we admitted 1,793," Wright 
said. "As of today we are at 743, and 
we have another 23 athletes that will 
come in over the summer." 

Of those 743 students, a record 
92 are Hispanic and 48 are African 
American. Last year's incoming 
class had 86 Hispanic students and 
30 African American students. Fe-
males will comprise the majority of 
matriculants for the second consecu-
tive year — 53 percent as compared 
to last year's 51. 

"last year was the first year that 
weeverhad a higher percentage of fe-
males than i iales," Wright said. "The 
assumption is that there are fewer 
men going to collegi. but that's just 
not true. It's just that a higher percent-
age of high school women graduates 
are going to college than used to be, 
so it's changing the balance." 

The student population as a whole 
will remain male-dominated, with 
53 percent of students being male and 
47 percent female. The number of aj>-
plications Rice receives has also steadily 
increased over the past several years 
from 5,957 people in 1999 to a record-
high of 8,107 applications this year. 

"California, Texas, Florida and 
New York continue to be where 
the most applications come from," 
Wright said. "I think we have been 
seeing increasing numbers from out 
of state. It has also been increasing 

in Texas, but the out-of-state num-
bers went down pretty dramatically 
in the mid-'90s. That has definitely 
turned around." 

Wright attributed the change to 
increased publicity and stronger 
efforts to attract students from 
out of state. 

"The admission office has worked 
hard in the out-of-state areas, particu-
larly on the Fast Coast, and on the 
West Coast as well," Wright said. "It 
didn't hurt to win the [2(X)8 NCAA| 
baseball championship. Rice has 
been in the news in general a lot 
more. And, of course, we continue 
to do well in the rankings." 

'Hie increasing number of applica-
tions has resulted in a lower admit 
rate, Wright said. In addition, many 
students applied under the early 
decision plan this year. 

"One of the reasons that we have 
a fairly low admit rate this year is 
because we had such a big early-deci-
sion class," Wright said. "I think we 
are going to have a h igher percentage 
from Texas this year because we are 
first choice for a lot ofTexas students. 
We have been around 47 or 48 percent 
Texas for the last couple of years." 

As of Wednesday, abou 155 percent 
of students in next year's freshman 
class were from Texas. The numbers 
may still change as students change 
their minds or are accepted by oth-
ers schools from their wait lists, 
Wright said. 

"Those numbers may change a 
little bit over the summer because, 
like every institution, we have what is 
called summer melt," she said. "That 
is, if other [schools] go to the wait 
list or people get sick or change their 
mind for various reasons, we tend to 
lose people.... It's really Orientation 
Week before we stamp 'final' on all 
of the people." 

Wright said Rice has admitted 18 
students from its wait list so far and 
will probably offer admission to a 
few more. She said when admitting 
students from the wait list, the Admis-
sion Office attempts to preserve set 
proportions of students interested 
in the six undergraduate schools 

— engineering, natural sciences, 
humanities, social sciences, music 
and architecture. 

Wright said many of Rice's 
peer institutions have accepted an 
unusually high number of students 
from their wait lists, possibly becu-
ase students are applying to more 
schools 

Rice closes its wait list at the 
end of June. 
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BY THE NUMBERS: ADMISSIONS 
2003 2004 

Total applicants: -7500 8107 

Total admitted: 1832 1793 

Hlspanlcs matriculating: 86 92 

African Americans matriculating: 30 48 

Percent female: 51 53 

Jobs are plentiful and challenging, salaries are good and 
there are opportunities for travel abroad and graduate 
school too. Rice MSCI graduates enjoy an exceptionally high 
rate of acceptance at some of the best graduate schools. 
Summer jobs are available too, some on campus and even 
more in the industry. 

Major in materials science and you could work in. 
Semiconductors 

Oil & Gas 

Aerospace 

Biomaterials 

Nanotechnology 

Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS) 

Consulting, Government Service andAcademia 

Automotive & Heavy Equipment Industries 

Electric Power 

Disk Storage 

For additional information contact MSCI advisor Rick Barron. 
obarrora@rico.edu or 713-348-6242 
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MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

So fresh and so clean 
A member of the women's water polo team scrubs a wheel cover at the car wash the team held April 23 to help 
fund its trip to the national club water polo tournament. 
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Wagoner winners 
will study abroad 

by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRKSHKK EDITORIAL STAFF 

Five undergraduates and one 
graduate student will study abroad 
next year as recipients of the Wag-
oner Foreign Studies scholarship. 
The Rice-only scholarship program 
awards several grants each year to 
applicants with an interest in taking 
courses or conducting research 
overseas. 

Following an itinerary that will 
take him to Africa, Australia and Peru, 
Jones College senior Rob Shafer will 
investigate agricultural sustainability in 
different partsofthedevelopingworld. 
Shafer said his research is relevant to 
his degree in political science. 

"A lot of what is going on [in 
agricultural sustainability] is very 
political, especially in terms of water 
use," he said. 

Brown College sophomore James 
Jirtle, a music major, will take courses 
in divinity and theology at the Uni-
versity of St. Andrews in Scotland. 
Because he is primarily interested in 
church music, Jirtle hopes to increase 
his religious knowledge. 

Jirtle said he has never been 
to Sco t l and , a l t h o u g h many 
of his ances tors and relatives 
are Scottish. 

"I've always been interested 
in going there for family history 
reasons," Jirtle said. 

Some of the winners identified 
previous study abroad experiences 
through Rice as important factors 
in their decisions to apply for the 
Wagoner. 

Matthew Chen, a Wiess College 
senior, said he decided to study 
abroad again after spending his 
junior year in England. Chen will 
travel to Canberra, Australia, where 
he will enroll in a one-year master of 

international affairs program at the 
Australian National University. His 
research will focus on forced global 
migrations. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Shirin Hakimzadeh has taught Eng-
lish in Turkey, spent a year abroad 
in Chile and traveled to Mexico with 
the sociology department's Health 
and Migration Project. Building 
on her undergraduate degrees in 
anthropology and Spanish, Ha-
kimzadeh will enroll in a one-year 
social and cultural anthropology 
masters program at Oxford Univer-
sity. She chose Oxford because of a 
groundbreaking center that opened 
there in October specializing in 
migration policy. 

Two other Wagoner winners 
will also study at Oxford. Hanszen 
College junior Tony Kellems will 
conduct research in computational 
and applied mathematics and History 
graduate student Marty Wauck will 
begin work on his doctoral thesis. 
Kellems, a CAAM major, said he looks 
forward to experiencing a different 
approach to the field. 

"The theoretical grounding I'll get 
overseas will help me so much when I 
come back to the United States," Kel-
lems said. "Overseas, they have very 
intensive proof courses." Wauck's 
thesis will investigate the relation-
ships among the science, religion 
and politics of Britain's Victorian Age. 
Wauck said in England he will have 
access to primary documents such as 
diaries, letters and lecture notes that 
he would not have elsewhere. 

The Wagoner Foreign Studies 
Scholarship program was established 
in 1997 at the bequest of James Wag-
oner ('29), an alumnus interested in 
travel and international affairs. This 
year, about 20 students applied for 
the scholarship. 

SMART IS GOOD. 
WISE IS BETTER. 

w w w . r i c e . e d u / l e a d e r s h i p 

L E A D E R S H I P R I C E is looking 

for s t u d e n t s ready t o b u i l d t h e i r 

leadership capacit ies t h r o u g h personal 

development and experient ial learning. 

Register for our F A L L C O U R S E S : 

UNIV 309: Creating and Managing Change 

UNIV 313: Entrepreneurial Leadership 

HUMA 311: Leadership Communicat ion 
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L E A D E R S H I P C E R T I F I C A T E 
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A two-way street 
A shutt le bus travels the wrong direction on College Way. The north side of the Inner Loop — Laboratory Road 
— has been closed down for construct ion and will remain closed through July 5. In the meantime, the south side 
of the loop has been set up for two-way traff ic. 

Rice scientists win grant 
for dental engineering 

by Alana Newell 
THRKSHKR KDITOKIAL STAFF 

Hie National Institutes of I lealth 
has awarded researchers in Rice's 
biomedical engineering labora-
tory a $1.4 million grant to create 
a material that will help patients 
regenerate bone tissue after dental 
surgery. 

Rice's Center for Excellence in 
Tissue Engineering will share the 
five-year grant with the University 
of Texas-Houston Medical School 
Health Science Center. The re-
searchers will attempt to create 
new biomaterials that will stimulate 
the growth of bone tissue, principal 
investigator Antonios Mikos said. 

"The grant is for the investigation 
of the development of new therapies 
to help patients that have had tooth 
extractions or defects in bone tis-
sues," Mikos said. 

Many patients have problems 
following tooth extractions due to 
extensive damage to the jawbone 
where bone material is removed 
during surgery. This damage can 
make it difficult to attach dental 
implants after tooth extractions and 
other dental procedures without 
additional surgery. Additionally, 

Do You Enjoy Travel, Critical Thinking, Public 
Speaking, Oral Interpretation, and Competition? 

Then You Want to 

Audition 
For the George R. Brown Forensics Society 

National Award Winning 
Speech and Debate Team 

Auditions for the Rice Speech & Debate Team will be held Tuesday 
A U G U S T 31 in S e w a l l 2 8 0 @ 7 : 0 0 p m . R e f r e s h m e n t s will be p r o v i d e d 

d u r i n g a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n and o r i en ta t ion . 

All students should be ready to perform a memorized 3-5 minute selection (a 
dramatic monologue, oral interpretation of poetry or prose, prepared public address 
speech), or an extemporaneous speech or brief debate case (1 AC) of their choice. 

If you have any questions at all contact Director of Forensics Dr. David Worth 
(dworthMrice.cdii) or Assistant Director Jeremy Grace (inrace@rice.edu). To 
schedule an audition at any other time, please call the Forensics office at 713-348-
3263 or 713-348-2482. 

the body is less able to regenerate 
the bone on its own because of the 
soft tissue surrounding the bone. In 
severe cases of bone loss, "critical-
size defects" are created in a jaw-
bone too large for the body to heal 
on its own. 

'In five years we hope 
to have developed 
promising materials 
ready for testing on 
humans.' 

— Antonios Mikos 
Director of J.W. Cox I>ab 

for Biomedical Engineering 

In these cases, a bone transplant 
can help bridge the gap, but because 
there is always the risk of tissue 
rejection or disease transfer from 
donors and because harvesting the 
bone from elsewhere on the body 
necessitates additional surgery, the 
Rice and UT-HSC researchers hope 
to manufacture a material that will 
induce bone growth without the 
excess risk. 

Mikos and the other researchers 
are attempting to produce a biode-
gradable implant that will release 
particular "healing factors" and 
stabilize the defect in the bone. The 
implant will eventually break down, 
leaving in its place the body's own 
regenerated bone. 

Mikos' lab has already conducted 
some experiments on rabbits, in 
which the researchers were able to 
isolate the growth factors that allow 
the bones to regenerate. 

"In five years we hope to have 
developed promising materials ready 
for testing on humans," Mikos said. 

Both undergraduates and gradu-
ate students will be assisting in the 
lab with the project, Mikos said. 

thresher@ 

mailto:inrace@rice.edu
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Gillis will return to 
Duke for one year 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAI. STAFF 

On J uly 1, Malcolm Gillis will relin-
quish a title he has held for 11 years 
— president of Rice University. 

Gillis will go to Duke University for 
a year as a visiting professor of public 
policy studies before returning to Rice 
as a university professor able to teach 
in any department. Gillis said he plans 
to teach in the Jones Business School 
and the history and economic depart-
ments, as well as continue to conduct 
research on technological change and 
tax reform. 

At Duke, where Gillis spent 11 
years, first as a professor of econom-
ics and public policy and then as an 
administrator, lie will work on finish-
ing a book on the economic history 
of technology in the last 1,000 years 
and will do consulting work about oil 
and gas pipelines. 

Since Gillis' first year as president 
in 1993, Rice has seen a great deal of 
change, including the construction of 
12 new buildings and the first fund-
raising campaign in Rice's history. The 
changes were implemented through a 
series of nine core goals established by 
Gillis and the Board of Trustees . 

Gillis said he chose to step down 
because he is happy with what he has 
accomplished at Wee. Gillis said the 
goals he promoted in his October 1993 
university-wide address have been 
fulfilled, and additional goals are being 
made and met. 

"When 1 came, 1 told everybody 
that the optimum period for a univer-
sity president was 10 to 12 years," 
Gillis said. "1 believe if you cannot get 
done all you need to do in that period 
of time, you really haven't had much 
of an impact." 

One of Gillis' top priorities was 
making Nice a more internationally 
focused institution. 

"As 1 told the board before 1 
agreed to come, if you're not ready 
to internationalize the university in 
terms of its curriculum and outlook, 
go find yourself someone else because 
a university that is parochial and 
not international in its outlook will 
very soon be irrelevant," Gillis said. 
Rice's international presence has in-
creased through student participation 
in study abroad programs — up to 42 
percent from 17 percent in 1993 — and 
cooperation with foreign institutions. 
In 2000, the International University 
Bremen, modeled after Wee, opened in 
Germany, and Wee is also collaborating 
with Imperial College and Cambridge 
in England, and other Texas universi-
ties in the fields of biotechnology and 
nanotechnology research. 

Such collaborations—Rice has also 
formed links with the Texas Medical 
Center institutions—are important toa 
small research university, Gillis said. 

"I could not be m o r e pleased 
b e c a u s e a small un ivers i ty l ike 
ours cannot hope for distinction in 
the life sc iences without the very 
in tense and ex tens ive collabora-
tion," Gillis said. "We br ing to the 
table our expert ise in biotechnology, 
nano techno logy and informat ion 
technology, most especially science 
and engineer ing at the intersection 
of those th ree fields." 

In addition, although a final board 
vote is still necessa ry to approve 
a medical center at University and 
Main, the project s e e m s likely. The 
medical center tower would include 
participation from Methodist Hospi-
tal. Baylor College of Medicine, MD 
Anderson and the L Diversity ofTexas 
Health Science Center. 

Maintaining the quality of Rice's 
undergraduate education was also 
one of Gillis' goals. 

"1 wanted to make sure that we 
maintained our reputation as the best 
program for undergraduates , and I 
really do believe that Rice and Princ-
eton are way ahead of anyone else, in 
te rms of the quality of undergraduate 
education," Gillis said. 

A goal related to undergraduate 

education was the goal of recruiting and 
retaining faculty members who excel in 
both teaching and research, which Gil-
lis said was one ofhis biggest challenges 
as president. Other universities make 
job offers to Rice faculty, particularly 
young faculty members. 

"This year has been a particularly 
stressful year in t e rms of fending off 
raiding part ies from the East Coast 
and the West Coast—people trying to 
lure our faculty away," Gillis said. 

I m p r o v i n g fac i l i t i e s and t h e 
athletics p rogram were two addi-
tional goals. Two of the 12 buildings 
constructed since 1993 — Reckling 
Park for baseball and the Cox Fitness 
Center — are related to athletics. 

The other buildings constructed 
during Gillis' tenure include Baker 
Hall, t h e H u m a n i t i e s Bu i ld ing , 
Anne and Charles Duncan Hall, the 
graduate apartments , the Center for 
Nanoscale Science and Technology 
in Dell Butcher Hall, the Jesse H. 
Jones Graduate School of Manage-
ment bu i ld ing , M a r t e l Col lege , 
Wiess College, a new observatory 
and an off-campus library service 
center. The four renovated buildings 
are Herr ing Hall, Keck Hall, Rayzor 
Hall and par ts of Jones, Brown and 
Hanszen Colleges. 

"I believe our facilities were, for a uni-
versity with our aspirations, probably 
B minus," Gillis said. "I believe we've 
raised them up to at least A minus." 

Another top priority was increasing 
diversity, which (iillis said posed a chal-
lenge given the 1996 Hopwood v. Texas 
Supreme Court decision preventing 
universities from using race in admis-
sions decisions. However, Gillis said he 
was committed to increasing diversity in 
the faculty and student body, and said he 
continues to stand by this commitment 
in the post-Hopwood era. 

"We come under attack all the time 
from people who think that we shouldn't 
be doing [inclusiveness]," Gillis said. 
"Well, I've got two more months left 
and until the day I walk out the door, 
we're going to be doing it. And I'm 
proud of it, and I don't mind saying I'm 
proud of it." 

Other goals included improving 
the graduate program, increasing 
community outreach and maintaining 
Rice's low tuition. 

(iillis said he chose to become the 
president of Rice because Rice was a 
quality institution that was ready for 
the changes he wanted to make. 

"Rice looked to me to be ready to 
do what I thought was necessary, and 
it was also small enough to get your 
arms around, and it was committed to 
top-quality undergraduate education 
and first-class research," (iillis said. 

Gillis faced chal lenges as presi-
dent. In addition to s t ruggl ing to 
retain faculty m e m b e r s , Gillis said 
his biggest chal lenge was fund-rais-
ing since Rice had never had a com-
prehensive fund raising campaign 
before. However, (iillis' exper ience 
as dean of the Gradua te School and 
dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences at Duke was useful since at 
Duke, the d e a n s are responsible for 
fund-raising, Gillis said, (iillis was 
able to use his fund-raising experi-
ence to institute a campaign that 
raised $500 million, 40 percent of 
which went into the endowment . 

Gillis said, were he not stepping 
down, his priorities would be the con-
struction of a tenth college, a recreation 
center and a convocation center. 

Having spent a decade as presi-
dent of Rice, Gillis said the two things 
he likes most about Rice have not 
changed s i n a • t he end ofh is first year: 
the warm personalities of s tudents 
and faculty and the hard-working 
nature of the students. 

"There 's a conviviality here, and 
a respect for civil discourse ... rare 
now on campuses ," (iillis said. 

To incoming p re s iden t David 
Leebron, (iillis of fers the following 
advice, "Guard your time, and try to 
get around the campus as much as 
you can." 

Foreman-Gillis fight may raise 
funds for scholarship programs 
BOXING, from Page 1 
contributions Gillis ha s made to 
academia. 

"[Gillis] is a great man, and he 's 
made a significant contribution to 
the academic community, not just in 
Houston, but worldwide, and that 's 
respected," Johnson said. 

Gillis said he wan t s to box 
Foreman for several reasons, but 
especially to demonst ra te to older 
people that it is possible to be highly 
physically fit regardless of age, a 
goal which Foreman shares . 

"It turned out that we both have 
the same objective," Gillis said. "I le 
wants to show, also, to other older 
people that you can get yourself into 
shape for very vigorous physical 
activity even when you ' re 55, like 
he is, or 63, like myself." 

Gillis said he is also interested 
in showing that he can still box 
despite being away f rom the ring 
for many years. In his late teens, 
Gillis was an amateur boxer in the 
light heavyweight category. 

"I have not been in the ring for 
43 years, and 1 wanted to show 
that you can take old skills, dust 
them off and ... use them again," 
Gillis said. 

(iillis said when he star ted his 
intensified training routine a few 
months ago, he r e m e m b e r e d the 
drills and techniques he used as an 
amateur boxer, including the Ali 
Shuffle and the rope-a-dope. 

Hie match probably will not be 
fought at full intensity, (iillis said. 

"I expect it to be like any spar-
ring that a boxer does in training, 
where you're going at it. but you're 
not t rying to kill the other guy," 
(iillis said. "I don't expect him to go 
at it like he would in a professional 
bout, but I'm going to stay out of 
the way of those big heavy fists as 
much as I can. You're going to see 
a lot of fancy footwork." 

Gillis said he follows a t ra ining 
rout ine e v e r y m o r n i n g when h e 
is at h o m e and h a s no s chedu led 
mee t ing . Gillis said h is t ra in ing 
rou t ine is to lift w e i g h t s for about 
an hour . He also w a r m s up on a 
t readmil l for 10 minu tes , shadow 
b o x e s for five m i n u t e s with three-
p o u n d w e i g h t s in e a c h h a n d 

t 

HARLA HELD/THRESHER 

President Gillis poses in his boxing attire in preparation for his match 
against former heavyweight champion George Foreman. 

and r u n s on the t readmil l for 25 
minu tes . 

Gillis said his weight l i f t ing 
r o u t i n e i n c l u d e s b e n c h - p r e s s -
ing 260 p o u n d s and ho ld ing for 
10 seconds , then s t r e tch ing and 
bench-press ing 220 p o u n d s 12 
t imes slowly. Gillis also leg-press-
e s 560 pounds , does 120-pound 
pulldowns, and does curls with 45 
p o u n d s in each hand , (iillis said 
his t ra in ing has ra ised h im to a 
very h igh level of f i tness. 

"I want to get [the match with 
Foreman] over, because it's really 
a strain now for me to stay at this 
level of fitness,"he said. "I don't get 
short of breath at anything." 

Johnson declined to comment 
on whe the r Foreman has been 
training for the match. 

(iillis said he lirst became inter-
ested in boxing when he saw the 

positive difference the spor t made 
in boxers ' temperaments . 

"Ever since 11 began boxing], I 
never raised a hand in anger against 
another person, not ever again 
— and as a younger boy, I got in a 
lot of fights," (iillis said. "People say 
boxing is barbaric, and I will agree. 
Professional boxing is probably a 
pretty rough sport, and amateur 
boxing is not for everybody either. 
But for some young men, it's agood 
thing, and it was for me." 

Even if Gillis does not win the 
match, he said it will be a good 
experience. 

"I expect to have a good time," 
(iillis said. "And I expect to be the 
only president of any university 
that 's ever been in the ring with 
a heavyweight champion. And I 
expect I'm the only one who ever 
wanted to be." 
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International exchange 
STUART SINCI AIR THRESHER 

Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen of Denmark accepts a Texas T-shirt during his April 22 visit to the James 
A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy. 
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Student Center names new asst. director 
by Alana Newell 

THRESHER KDITOR1AL STAFF 

There will be a new face around 
the Student Center when classes 
reconvene for the fall: Assistant Di-
rector of the Student Center Pamelyn 
Klepal-Shefman. 

Klepal -Shefman was chosen 
for many reasons, one of which is 
her familiarity with Rice, Assistant 
Dean for the Student Center Boyd 
Beckwith said. 

"We were looking for someone with 
a background in higher education, 
working with students and working 
with businesses, because they would 
be working with | Willy's Pub) and the 
Coffeehouse," Beckwith said. "One of 
the things that stood out was that she 
wasfamiliarwith Rice, because she had 
worked as a instructor for Rice Social 
Dance Society." 

Klepal-Shefman said her posi-
tive experience with Rice students 
was the reason she applied for 
the position. 

"When 1 interviewed, I really en-
joyed thestudentsand campus," Klepal-
Shefman said. "I was very impressed 
at the Student Center and the students 
working there, because they're re-
ally doing some amazing things, and I 
wanted to be part of that." 

Klepal-Shefman will be replacing 
Paul Sutera, the former assistant 
director who was promoted to the 
newly created assistant director of 
Development-Student Affairs posi-
tion in January. Following Sutera's 
promotion, a committee of students, 
faculty and staff began the search 
for a new assistant director of the 
Student Center. 

The position has many respin-
sibilities, including working with 
student building managers, informa-
tion desk assistants, and Willy's Pub 

- * 

Pamelyn Klepal-Shefman 

and Coffeehouse staff members, as 
well as advising to ADVANCE and 
assisting with the overall operation 
of the Student Center. 

Klepal-Shefman said although she 
plans to gather student opinion on 
ways to improve the Student Center, 
she already has some ideas as to what 
she would like to see happen. 

"I'd like to see the creation of 
spaces the s tudents can have more 
access to," Klepal-Shefman said. "I 
know there are current plans for 
a Coffeehouse expansion, but I'd 
also like to see more space for stu-
dents to be outside of the colleges 
— places to hang out, study and 
have impromptu meetings." 

Klepal-Shefman attended Carn-
egie-Mellon University as an un-

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON WEBSITE 

dergraduate and received her MBA 
from Duquesne University. She 
has seven years of experience in 
student affairs. 

Beckwith said Klepal-Shefman 
will be a good addition to the Rice 
community, and said the summer will 
offer her a chance to become more 
familiar with the university before 
classes start. 

" I t ' s g r e a t tha t s h e ' s com-
ing in the s u m m e r to get ac-
cl imated," Beckwith said. "She 
was able to a t tend a s tudent -
e m p l o y e e a p p r e c i a t i o n even t 
and met some students, and her 
e-mail correspondence with them 
will be easier because she 's met 
them already. She'll hit the ground 
running in the fall." 

NSF awards grants to 
three Rice graduates 

by Lindsey Gilbert 
T H R E S H E R KDITOKIAI. STAFF 

For three graduates continuing 
their education next year at schools 
around the country, a prestigious 
three-year grant has made life a 
little easier. 

Jones College seniors George 
Wells and Evan Bullock and Will 
Rice College senior Katherine Garcia 
were named among the recipients of 
this year's National Science Founda-
tion Graduate Fellowship. The NSF 
awards about 1 ,000 scholarships each 
year to students with a proven interest 
in scientific research. The scholar-
ships cover full tuition for three years 
of graduate work and come with a 
yearly stipend of $30,000. 

Wells, who has been working 
as an intern at BP Chemicals Ltd. 
since his graduation in Decem-
ber, will enter the environmental 
engineering doctoral program at 
Stanford University. 

Wells, who majored in environ-

mental and chemical engineering, 
said he plans to focus his graduate 
research in environmental biotech-
nology and has considered topics 
such as wastewater treatment and 
remediation of subsurface soil. The 
NSF fellowship will allow him greater 
freedom in choosing his own course 
of research, he said. 

"The main benefit of the NSF" 1 fel-
lowship 1 is that it frees you from relying 
on money that has been allocated for a 
specific research project," he said. 

Bullock could not be reached for 
comment. 

Garcia, who will study astronomy 
at Boston University, said she will con-
tinue to research the magnetospheric 
phenomona that sparked her interest 
as an astrophysics major at Rice. 

"[At Rice], I was looking at 
observations of the Earth's aurora 
from satellite images and comparing 
those to model outputs of the earth 's 
magnetic field," she said. 

Almost 9,000 students applied for 
the fellowship this year nationwide. 

testmasters > 
TEACH FOR US! 1 

Math, Verbal, and Writing Instructors Wanted | 

| PAY RATES: $18 TO $30 PER HOUR 
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RICE! 
R E C R E A T I O N 
C E N T E R 

FALL 2004-2005 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Need a flexible, fun job during the school year? 
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Intramural Sports Official* 
Intramural Sports Supervisor' 

Aquatic Instructor 
Aquatic Lifeguard 

Group Fitness Leader 
Personal Trainer 

Activity Attendant* 
Facility Manager 

Operations Assistant* 
Weight Room Attendant* 

For more information contact the Rice Recreation 
Center office at 713-348-4058 or come by to 

pick up an application in the fall! 
*No experience or certifications required 
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Rice to split Nanotech grant 
by Alana Newell 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A multi-million dollar grant from 
the Department of Defense will 
keep the nanotechnology labs at 
Rice equipped with the latest tech-
nology and research equipment, 
the DOD announced April 28. 

Rice will share the $10 million 
grant with other institutions that 
are part of the Strategic Partnership 
for Research in Nanotechnology, or 
SPRING, consortium. 

'The government is 
providing money to 
make our nano efforts 
operate at state-of-the-
art levels so we can do 
first-rate technology 
research.' 

— Wade Adams 
Director of the Center 
for Nanoscale Science 

and Technology 

Rice will get a fifth of the 
money — about $1.93 million 
— as will the University of Texas-
Austin, UT-Arlington, UT-Dallas 
and the United States Air Force 
Academy. Small amounts of the 

grant will go to UT-Pan American 
and UT-Brownsville. 

The grant is an add-on to the 
federal defense budget and was 
advocated by Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson (R-Texas). It will be 
used primarily for equipment to keep 
Rice's and other SPRING members' 
laboratories up to date. 

'The government is providing 
money to make our nano efforts 
operate at state-of-the-art levels so 
we can do first-rate technology re-
search," Rice Center for Nanoscale 
Science and Technology Director 
Wade Adams said. "You've got to 
have good research equipment 
to do this kind of research, and 
Senator Hutchinson wants Texas to 
be right up in the top ranks of the 
country in nanotechnology." 

Rice received a similar $1.5 
million grant last fiscal year, 
Adams said. It was used vari-
ous types of equipment, and to-
ward the creation of a new clean 
room—an environmentally con-
trolk d, dust-free assembly or repair 
facility — in Abercrombie Engi-
neering Laboratory. 

The most recent grant will 
also be used for to improve 
re sea rch , specifically to pur-
chase two new t r ansmis s ion 
electron microscopes. 

Hie new technologies will help 
the CNST in all its various forms of 
nano research. 

Hie nanocenter is pushing the en-
velope in every area of nanotechnol-
ogy imaginable: nanotechnology for 

energy, nano for health, nano for new 
electronics and optics," Adams said 
"We also do a lot of works on single-
wall carbon nanotubes, as well as pay-
ing attention to social, ethical, envi-
ronmental and public policy aspects of 
nanotechnology." 

'You've got to have 
good research 
equipment to do this 
kind of research, and 
Senator Hutchinson 
wants Texas to 
be right up in top 
ranks of country in 
nanotechnology.' 

Adams 

Adams said many undergraduate 
and graduate students will be work-
ing in the labs with the new equip-
ment, and people not affiliated with 
the lab can have access to the new 
technology as well. 

"The shared equipment author-
ity manages shared equipment at 
Rice and makes it so that all this 
technology is available to both Rice 
people and people outside of Rice to 
use," he said. 

Take me for a spin 
Students dance around a Jaguar at the Engineering-Bail on April 24, held at Momentum Jaguar/Porsche/Voivo 
Dealership. Attendees couid take test rides in some of the showroom cars. Engineering students decided to 
revive the E-ball — last held in the 1950s — this year and invited other students as well as professors. 

Fancy footwork 
Lovett College freshman Jack Chi escapes from the pressures of 
finals by playing some Dance. Dance Revolution at the April 25 
Gillis-Camacho Study Break: "Fighting Stress." 

Online cheating suspected 
by Lindsey Gilbert 
TIIRI SHF.K I HITORIAI s i Al'l 

A Rice student who tried to hire 
a freelance programmer to code his 
computer science exam may face I Ionor 
Council proceedings in the fall. 

On May 4, a student using the 
name JohnGUA posted a request on 
the online auction site Rent A Coder 
offering up to $100 for the solution 
to the COMP 212: Intermediate 
Programming final exam. The site, 
www.rcntacoder.com, is a market-
place where users can buy and sell 
computer code. 

"I need urgent help with Java al-
gos," the post states. "I )uc tomorrow 
(Wed.) at 5 p.m. They are supposed to 
take less than five hours to compleU 
for a beginner Java student, in tine 
most Object-Oriented form. Class 
notes can be accessed in order to 
see implementations " 

Computer Science Lecturer Dung 
Nguyen saidacolieaguefromanothei 
university sDotted the post and sent 
him and leliowC'()MP212instructor 
Alan Cox an e-maii 

"We had sonu people from Eng-
land who happened to know us and 
who regularly scan the Rent A Coder 
site for suspicious postings from their 
own students," Nguyen said. "They 
just sent us an e-mail saying, 'Hey, 
look at this.'" 

TAKE A TASTE 
Of an item of two from the ASIAN STUDIES menu for fall! 

HIST 206/ASIA 211 In t ro to Asian Civil izat ions 

(The Core Course for the Major. Dist. Group 1) 

T/Tli 2:30-3:50 A. Klein. R. Smith. S.Th; 

HIST 219/319 For tune-Tel le rs a n d Phi losophers Wed 2:00-5:00 R. Smith 

HIST 221/321 J a p a n in the Wor ld until 1800 T/Th 9:25-10:40 S. Thai 

RELI/ASIA 235 In t roduct ion to Taoism M W F 10-10:50 D.Gray 

CHIN/ASIA 332 Chinese film and M o d e r n Chinese Lit 1/Th 2:30-3:50 N. Qian 

CHIN/ASIA 335 In t ro to Classical Chinese L i t e r a t u r e T/Th 10:50-12:05 N. Qian 

ENGL/ASIA 372 Survey of Asian Amer i can L i t e r a t u r e T/Th 9:25-10:40 K. Comer 

R E L I 4 8 0 / W G S T 470 Sexuality, Sanct i ty , and Psychoanalysis Th 2:30-5:30 J. Kripal, W . Parsons 

In addition, please see the courses offering in the following languages: 

Chinese, Hindi, Japanese. Korean and Sanskrit 

Visit us at http://asia.rice.edu Welcome to our World! 

A user accepted the job with a 
bid of $60, but, according to Rent A 
Coder's public arbitration records, 
retracted the offer May 5 citing ethi-
cal concerns. 

Nguyen said after updating the 
COMP 212 Web site to call attention 
to the potential Honor Code violation, 
he and Cox received an anonymous 
e-mail with clues about JohnGUA's 
identity. Nguyen and Cox then 
referred the case to Honor Council 
faculty liaison Joel Wolfe. 

Honor Council Chair Chris lid-
wards said he is aware of the case but 
said the council will not take action 
unless it receives a formal letter of 
accusation. 

Under the Honor Code, merely 
requesting help on an assignment or 
exam does not constitute a violation 
Only if the student hands in tin m; 
ethical work does a violation occu: 

Rent A Coder's records show 
that JohnGUA solicited and re-
ceived help on another COMP 
212 exam. On March 25. JohnGUA 
requested a solution loan t-xam lot 
an "introductory java class" and 
pointed potential bidders to tin 
COMP 212 Web site and a link to t h< 
second exam of the semester. 

A user offered to take on the 
project for $100, and JohnGUA ac-
cepted the bid. 

Nguyen said he does not know if the 
falsified exam was ever turned in. 

COMP 212 usually has a sched-
uled rather than a take-home final 
exam, but, at the last minute, the 
instructors decided to make the exam 
a take-home, Nguyen said. 

Nguyen said the incident might 
make him more cautious about 
whether to assign a take-home exam 
and what type of questions to put 
on one. 

"When we gave the exam, we were 
very confident that someone from the 
outside world would have difficulty 
with it," he said. "A smart person 
could spend time reading my lecture 
notes and my latest publication and 
figure out what we were asking, ... 
but it would be difficult for them to 
get it done within the small amount 
of time they were given." 

Nguyen estimated that it would 
take several days for an outsider to 
become conversant in the Rice-spe-
cific java-based language COMP 212 
students learn. 

Edwards said if the Honor Council 
receives any letter of accusation in 
the case, an investigation will take 
place in the fall. 

http://www.rcntacoder.com
http://asia.rice.edu
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period April 23-May 20. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College May 1 

Will Rice College May 4 

Jones College May 5 

Hanszen College May 17 

Academic Buildings 
Humanities Building April 26 

Autry Court May 8 

Parking Lots 

North Lot May 9 

West Lot May 14 

Greenbriar Lot May 18 

Other Areas 

College Way and May 2 
Alumni Drive 

University Boulevard May 4 

Greenbriar Street May 16 

Drug paraphernalia seized from a 
room after fire alarm was set off. 

Computer monitor stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

MP-3 player stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 

Bicycle stolen. 

Car burglarized. Purse stolen. 

Suspicious male who was asking 
for money arrested for evading 
arrest and remanded to Harris 
County jail. 

Vehicle missing. 

Driver arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and driving while 
license suspended and remanded 
to Harris COUP'/ jail. 

Driver stopped for speeding and 
reckless driving. Arrested for 
driving while intoxicated and 
remanded to Harris County jail. 

Driver arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and remanded to Harris 
County jail. 

CL1ZA0CTII WM/THRCSHCK 

A well oiled machine? 
Rice University Police Department officers Greg Beaves (front) and Andrew Collins check under the hood of a 
student's car April 24. RliPD sponsored a car clinic where students could bring their cars for a basic tune-up 
before driving home for the summer. 

Envision grants worth $2,030 
by Aaron Heckelman 

THRESHER STAFF 

The winner of this year's Janus 
Award, along with the final round of 
2003-'04 Envision Grant recipients, 
was announced by the Leadership 
Rice office in late April. 

'Of the applications 
we received, Phil's was 
the project most geared 
towards studying all 
sides of an issue rather 
than saying, "Here's 
the problem, let's 
fix it."' 

— Natalia Ksiezyk 
Assistant director of 

leadership Rice 

Wiess College junior Phil Levine 
will put the $2,500 Janus Award 
toward a summer in Bolivia, whore 
he will research the economic and 
environmental consequences of the 
nation's use of fossil fuels. The Janus 
Award, a merit scholarship awarded 
annually since 2000 to a Rice under-
graduate, funds a summer research 
project that examines all sides of an 
issue related to the natural sciences. 
Past projects have included the engi-
neering of a flood control plan lor the 
Clear Creek, Tex. are a in 2(KK) and 
a study of the relationship between 
asbestos use and worker safety in 
South Africa in 2001. 

Iliis year there were four applica-
tions for the Janus Award, Assistant 
Director of leadership Rice Natalia 
Ksiezyk said. 

"Of the applications we received, 

Phil's was the project most geared 
towards studying all sides of an issue 
rather than saying, 'Here's the prob-
lem, let's fix it,'" Ksiezyk said. 

Levine will present his project in 
a video documentary at the end of 
the summer. 

The three Envision Grant winners 
were selected from a pool of five ap-
plications — an average number of 
submissions, Ksiezyk said. Leader-
ship Rice awards Envision Grants 
three times a year to help sponsor 
projects that will benefit Rice or the 
larger community. The awards range 
from $200 to $2,500. 

The team of Wiess junior Davis 
Niendorff and Wiess sophomore 
Meagan Mauter was awarded $630 
for the construction of six plywood 
bat houses around the Rice campus. 
Niendorffis majoring in architecture, 
and Mauter in civil engineering and 
history. Niendorff said bats are al-
ready present in the Rice area, and 
attracting more will help to keep 
the mosquito population on campus 
in check. 

"Generally, if you build a house, 
bats will come and make a home in 
it," Niendorff said. 

ITie houses, which will measure 
about 3-by-2 feet, should be in place 
by mid-February. One of them will be 
fitted with a camera that will provide 
a live feed to a Web site available to 
students. 

Bioengineeringgraduate student 
Anne van de Ven was awarded $ 1 ,(XK) 
to create a museum exhibit about 
the five senses and the technologies 
bioengineers have created for repair-
ing them when they malfunction. The 
exhibit may be displayed at local high 
schools and the Museum of Health 
and Medical Science. Students in 
van de Ven's BlOE 492: Sensory 
Neuroengineering class will design 
and build the exhibit as their fall 
term project. 

"1 tried to come up with something 
really fun for the students," van cleVen 
said. "I was involved with the class 

last year,... and this year I want the 
final project to be something really 
interactive that they can get into with 
their hands." 

Martel senior Hubert Gorniak 
was awarded $400 to help sponsor a 
video documentary on contemporary 
poetry in Poland. Gorniak will travel 
to Poland this summer, where he will 
investigate the relationship between 
poetry and the current political cli-
mate in Poland. 

Applications for next year's first 
round of Envision Grants are due Oct. 
14. Applications for the 2005 Janus 
Award will be due next spring. 

YO, GRADUATES . . . 
GET A YEARBOOK! 

You can have the 2004 Campanile sent t o you 

next fall by submitting your mailing address 

and $7.50 shipping payment to: 

CAMPANILE 
MS-526 

P0 50X1592 

HOUSTON, TX 77251-1&92 

If you never got the yearbooks from your freshman, 

sophomore or junior years, j u s t send an additional 

$7.5O per book requested. More info online at : 

www.ricecampanile.org 

P H I L O S O P H Y 1 0 4 

INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 
THE SCIENTIST AS DETECTIVE 

We assume that science is trustworthy every time we ingest a prescription 
drug or ride in an airplane. The State assumes that established science is 
trustworthy every time DNA evidence is used to convict or exonerate a 
criminal defendant. What makes science trustworthy? Traditional answers 
to this question focus on the idea that science has a distinctive method of 
investigation and reasoning. Some recent authors insist instead that what 
science serves up as 'truth' depends on the brute fact of social agreement 
among the members of an elite community. We study the main philosophical 
contributions to the topic of what makes science trustworthy as they pertain 
to induction, falsifiability, crucial experiment, novel prediction, repeatability, 
surprising evidence, ad hoc hypotheses and thought experiments. We 
illustrate methodological points with stories of the first 'scientific' detective 
in English literature, Sherlock Holmes, and with examples from science itself. 
We ask, in the end, whether the view of science as based on social agreement 
can make sense of our convictions about DNA in the courtroom. 

http://www.ricecampanile.org
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McKinsey details future options for Rice athletics 
MCKINSEY. from Page 1 
success of athletes, both on the play-
ing field and after graduation," the 
report states. 

The report goes on to outline the 
history of Rice athletics, beginning 
with the formation of the football 
program in 1912 and the founding of 
the Southwest Conference in 1914. 
Rice spor ts became prominent in the 
Houston community, which lacked 
professional sports, and both Rice 
Stadium and Autry Court were built 
in 1950 to accommodate the large 
fan turnouts. 

In the 1960s, however, the Ameri-
can Football League's Houston Oilers 
began to draw fans away from the 
football team, and Rice struggled 
to compete athletically with the 
University of Texas and Texas A&M 
University, both of which began to 
rapidly increase their enrollments 
and improve their facilities. 

During the 1980s, six of the nine 
SWC schools were at some point 
placed on NCAA probation for foot-
ball-related violations. Although Rice 
was not placed on probation, such 
widespread cheating led to national 
disrepute and continued questioning 
of Rice's involvement in the SWC. 
The conference disbanded in 1994, 
effective after the 1995-'96 academic 
year, and Rice immediately moved 
to the Western Athletic Conference, 
competing mostly against schools 
located in other time zones, including 
the University of Hawaii. 

In O c t o b e r 2003 , Rice an-
nounced it will leave the WAC and 
move to Conference USA for the 
2005-'06 year. In C-USA, Rice will 
compete against more local rivals 
such as Tulane University and the 
University of Houston rather than 
far-away schools such as Hawaii and 
Boise State University. When the 
conference change was announced. 
Rice President Malcolm Gillis said 
the shift would yield significant 
savings on travel expenses because 
of the proximity of many C-USA 
schools to Rice. In addition, he said 
the move will allow student-athletes 
to miss fewer classes due to travel 
and will bring about an increase in 
fan support, since fans will be able 
to attend more away games. 

Admiss ions 
The report describes the separate 

process by which student-athletes 
are admitted to Rice and compares 
the process to that for non-athletes 
and to athletic admission processes 
at Rice's peer schools. 

"Similar to most Division I-A pro-
grams, athletes at Rice are admitted 
under a separate, abbreviated process 
that is built around recruiting and 
signing an individual athlete who (a) 
has a set of academic credentials that 

do not prevent him/her from suc-
ceeding at Rice, (b) can be competi-
tive on the playing field, and (c) can 
•fit' with a coach and team's playing 
style," the report states. 

The report notes that student-
athletes under consideration for 
scholarships are required to present 
relatively little information to the 
university — SAT or ACT and PSA I 
scores; their high school rank and 
percentile; the number of high school 
academic solid courses taken and 
their GPAbased on those courses; and 
two short essays. Student-athlete ap-
plicants are not required to complete 
the longer essay required of non-ath-
lete applicants, the 'Fill the box to the 
right with something that appeals to 
you' box or the counselor and teacher 
letters of recommendation. 

7-AAA should be viewed 
as an opportunity to 
bow out of the football 
"arms race," build more 
competitive teams in 
other sports, and actively 
work to achieve broad 
athletic excellence on 
par with Rice s academic 
reputation.' 

— McKinsey Report on 
Intercollegiate Athletics 

The abbreviated admission pro-
cess reflects the fierce competition 
among schools to attract talented 
student-athletes with solid academic 
credentials, as well as the pressure 
put on coaches to recruit these 
individuals, the report states. Still, 
some other schools' athletic admis-
sion processes are more similar to 
their regular admission processes 
than Rice's. 

The report states that because the 
athletic admission process has differ-
ent goals than that for non-athletes, 
less emphasis is placed on ensuring 
that admitted student-athletes have 
the ability and desire to take advan-
tage of Rice's social and academic 
experiences. 

"The largest gap in the athletics 
admissions process — versus the 
traditional one — appears to be in 
determining the 'fit' of an athlete 
with the nature of Rice's academic 
environment," the report states. 

The report also addresses the dif-
ferences between admitted student-
athletes as a group and non-athletes. 

VIABLE OPTIONS: 
• Maintain Rice's l-A affiliation while working to improve 

standards both locally and nationally. 

• Move to Division l-AA, in which football is emphasized 
less and fewer scholarships are offered. 

• Move to Division l-AAA, dropping football but still 
competing in Division I in all other sports. 

• Move to Division III, which prohibits athletic 
scholarships. 

ECONOMIC COMPARISON 

Division: Estimated Deficit (in millions of dollars): 

Current l-A 

l-A, C-USA 

l-AA 

l-AAA 

III 

Based on SAT scores, one of several 
major factors in admission decisions, 
admitted student-athletes are not 
representative of Rice students as a 
whole. Male student-athletes score, 
on average, about 22 percent lower 
than male students as a whole, and the 
gap between female student-athletes 
and female students as a whole is 
about 15 percent. 

While other subgroups of admit-
ted students, such as music and 
architecture majors, average lower 
than the general population of Rice 
students, these groups' scores are 
still 50-100 points higher, on average, 
than student-athletes'. 

When analyzed by sport, basket-
ball players have the lowest scores 
of male student-athletes, followed by 
football players. For females, the low-
est-scoring team is also basketball, 
followed by volleyball. 

The report n o t e s that SAT 
scores are widely regarded as a 
poor predictor of future academic 
performance in college. In addition, 
it notes that Rice student-athletes 
score 120-170 points above the 
average for Division I-A and on 
par with student-athletes at Duke 
University and Stanford University. 
However, because student-athletes 
make up a much larger portion of 
the undergraduate student body 
at Rice than at most Division I-A 
schoo l s — 12.1 percent of the 
student body at Rice as compared 
to an average of 4 percent for Divi-
sion I-A schools — differences in 
academic qualifications between 
Rice s tudent-ath le tes and Rice 
students in general may seriously 
impact the overall academic climate 
of the university. 

Academics 
The report examines the range of 

academic majors selected by student-
athletes as well as student-athletes' 
grades. Student-athletes gravitate 
toward a narrow set of majors, es-
pecially kinesiology, and away from 
engineering and the natural sciences, 
the report states. In addition, the 
report finds that student-athletes' 
tendency to congregate in certain 
majors increased between 1993 and 
1997. Fhirty percent of student-ath-
letesin 1993 were majoring in human 
performance and health science 
— kinesiology's predecessor — and 
50 percent of student-athletes were 
majoring in kinesiology by 1997. l"he 
tendency to major in kinesiology is 
particularly strong among members 
of the football team; 60 perccnt of 
football players who matriculated 
in 1997 graduated with majors in 
kinesiology. 

The report disputes the notion that 
student-athletes cluster in certain ma-
jors because they tend to have similar 
interests. It notes that this clustering 
is common at other schools, but the 
departments that attract student-
athletes vary widely. For example, 
student-athletes tend to major in soci-
ology at Duke and Auburn, residential 
property management at Virginia 
Tech, and communications at Wake 
Forest. Rather than student-athletes 
having similar interests, the report 
suggests other explanations for the 
majors clustering: student-athletes 
tend to influence one another's choice 
of majors due to the close-knit nature 
of teams, the academic advising pro-
cess for student-athletes steers them 
toward certain majors, and student-
athletes perceive that some majors 
are more compatible than others with 
their time constraints and training 
schedule. 

The report also addresses the 
academic performance of student-
athletes. It states that the average 
GPA of student-athletes is about half 
a grade point below that of non-ath-
letes. Divided by gender, the average 
GPA for Rice male student-athletes 
is nearly half a grade point below 
the average for all Rice males, while 
female student-athletes' GPAs fall 
below the average for female students 
by about a third of a grade point. 'Ihe 
football team and basketball teams 
have systemically lower GPAs than 
other teams. 

The report also considers student-
athletes' grades in commonly taken 
courses. Four c u r s e s appear both 
on the list of the top 20 most popular 
courses for all undergraduates and 
the list of the top 20 most popular 
courses for student-athletes: ACCO 
305: Introduction to Accounting; 
ECON 211: Principles of Economics I; 
ECON 212: Principles of Economics 
II; and PSYC 101: Introduction to 
Psychology. In these courses, the gap 
between student-athletes' grades and 
non-athletes' ranges from 0.6 to 1.0 
grade points. 

The report disputes the view 
that the difference in academic per-
formance is due to student-athletes' 
time commitment to their sports. For 
walk-on student-athletes, who have a 
time commitment similar to scholar-
ship student-athletes, the average 
GPA is higher. The average GPA for 
Rice non-athletes is 3.3, the average 
for walk-ons is 3.1 and the average for 
scholarship student-athletes is 2.8. 

Economics 
The report outlines the economic 

difficulties the Rice athletic program 
has faced since the breakup of the 
SWC due to a sharp decline in fan 
interest and increased costs. The 
program incurs a deficit of more than 
$10 million annually, taking into ac-
count the cost of athletic scholarships 
above the amount of financial aid 
received by a typical student—about 
55 percent of the cost of athletic 
scholarships. Salaries, scholarships 
and travel expenses constitute the 
largest costs to Rice's athletic depart-
ment, as in most athletic programs. In 
recent years, these costs have been 
increasing at an annual rate of more 
than seven percent — slightly less 
than the overall growth rate of the 
university's annual budget 

The report states that although 
Rice's entry into C-USA is expected to 
improve the situation somewhat due 
to increased fan support and reduced 
travel expenses, the move is unlikely 
to make a large impact. 

There are precious few 
athletes who can both 
play at the Division I 
level and score above 
1250 on the SAT, and 
every school wants these 
athletes.' 

— McKinsey report 

"Rice must maintain a level of 
spending similar to NCAA peers in 
order to remain somewhat competi-
tive, yet it faces a structurally limited 
ability to bring in revenues," the re-
port states. "Without improved gate 
receipts, better support from a group 
of alumni who are already contribut-
ing more than ever, or membership 
in a BCS conference with its much 
larger annual payouts, the economic 
outlook is bleak." 

Rice currently spends less on ath-
letics than most I )ivision I-A schools; 
it ranks 75th out of 117 schools on 
its total athletic budget. Of the top 
25 schools in the BCS standings for 
the 2003 season, five spent less than 
Rice on athletics. Of the remaining 
20 teams, 11 spent more than $40 
million annually—more than double 
the amount Hice spends. 

"Given that the predominance 
of NCAA schools run a deficit, it 
seems unrealistic that Rice athletics 
ever will, or should be self-funding," 
the report states. "In fact. Rice may 
already be under-spending if it aspires 
to remain competitive." 

Because it competes against 
schools with larger undergraduate 
enrollments, Rice spends more 
per undergraduate than any other 
Division I-A institution. Rice spends 
$6,809 per undergraduate each year, 
compared to an average of $1,842 for 
all Division I-A schools and $3,938 for 

Division I-A private schools. 
While every team in the Rice 

athletic program loses money, the 
football program loses the most. 
'Ihe report states that football was 
responsible for nearly $4 million of 
the athletics deficit in 2002, despite 
the fact that it generates about $2 
million in revenue annually. Foot-
ball is the most expensive sport at 
almost all schools, although at a few 
schools, football revenue is enough 
to support other programs. However, 
the report said this will never be the 
case at Rice. 

"Barring a major structural 
change, it is implausible that Rice 
will ever have a true 'revenue sport' 
that supports the rest of the Athletics 
Department," the report stated. 

Benef i ts 
The report outlines some of the 

advantages, real and perceived, of 
the athletic program. One benefit is 
the opportunity for various university 
constituents to come together in 
mutual support of teams. 

"Athletic competitions provide, 
particularly when teams are suc-
cessful, some measure of pride and 
national exposure, though the true 
value of this exposure may be over-
estimated," the report states. 

The report notes that over the 
past three years, student attendance 
at home WAC football games has 
averaged about 18 percent of under-
graduates — less than 500 students. 
Attendance is lower for other sports. 
In 2003 — the year in which the 
baseball team won an NCAA national 
championship — less than 6 percent 
of students attended Rice baseball 
games, on average. 

Perceived benefits of the athletic 
program include increased alumni 
support and national exposure, as well 
as a possible increase in the number 
of applications to Rice. However, the 
report states these advantages may 
be overstated. The report notes that 
if all of the top 200 donors at Rice who 
give more than 5 percent of their gifts 
to athletics stopped donating entirely, 
the donations to the general fund would 
decrease by less than 10 percent. 

"There appears to be no clear link 
... between donations to a university's 
general fund and athletic success," 
the rejx)rt states. "Also, while athletic 
success may increase the number of 
applications to Rice, there is little indi-
cation that this ... actually translates 
into better quality students over the 
long term." 

The report notes that in the Stu-
dent Association General Elections in 
February, a survey on athletics found 
that more than half of students felt 
that Rice's participation in Division 
I-A athletics had little to do with their 
decision to come to Rice. In addi-
tion, 69 percent of students strongly 
agreed with the statement that they 
"would be very disappointed if Rice 
lost its varsity athletics program al-
together." Sixty percent of students 
said they either disagreed or strongly 
disagreed that entering Division III 
athletics would make up for most of 
the loss of Division I-A athletics. 

Another perceived benefit of 
athletics is increasing the diversity 
of the student body. "Athletics ... 
helps achieve the diversity goals of 
the school — athletes often bring a 
completely different set of social, 
ethnic, economic, and experiential 
backgrounds to the University," the 
report states. 

In addition to other types of 
diversity, racial diversity is a major 
perceived benefit of the athletic pro-
gram. More than half of Rice African-
American males are on some sort of 
athletic scholarship. However, the 
repor t suggests that using athletics as 
a means of promoting racial diversity 
on campus may actually be damaging 
to minority interests. 

"Emphasis on sport as a means 
to balance the racial mix of incoming 
classes reinforces what is believed 
by many to be a dangerous message 
to minority youths — that athletics 
is the only path to success and that 
they cannot compete academically," 
the report states. 
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Athletes and student life 
T h e r e p o r t e x a m i n e s Honor 

Code violations from the past 13 
yea r s . Be tween 1991 and 2003, 
t he re were 207 cases in which the 
Honor Council found s tudents in 
violation of the Honor Code. Of 
those cases, 97 involved student-
a th le tes — 46.9 percent — and 
110 involved non-athletes — 53.1 
percent . 

Cons ider ing that student-ath-
le tes const i tute 10 percent of all 
Rice s tudents , their rate of Honor 
C o d e v io l a t i ons would a p p e a r 
h igher than that of non-athletes. 
However, the report warns against 
drawing s trong conclusions from 
the data due to the very small 
n u m b e r of Honor Council cases 
per year and the s t rong possibility 
of bias in which cases of cheat ing 
are repor ted . 

In regard to their participation 
in residential college life, the report 
finds that student-athletes may have 
difficulty participating because many 
college-sponsored activities involve 
alcohol consumption, late nights and 
noisy gatherings. Exit interview data 
show that student-athletes regret not 
being able to participate more fully 
in the colleges. However, the report 
notes that some student-athletes are 
very active in their colleges. 

P e e r schoo l s 
The report includes a lengthy 

discussion of the peer groups in 
which Rice places itself based on 
various factors. 

"For Rice, quality of undergradu-
ate academics, quality of research 
and graduate programs, and quality 
of athletics are three essential lenses 
through which to view Rice's position 
in the academic 'universe,'" the re-
port states. "Specifically, Rice aligns 
itself with a set of academic peers 
as a member of the Consortium on 
Financing Higher Education, a set 
of research peers in the American 
Association of Universities, and a 
set of athletic peers as a member of 
NCAA Division I-A." 

The r e p o r t c o m p a r e s Rice 's 
athletic participation with that of 
other COFHE and AAU institutions, 
leaving out non-coeducational and 
public schools. 

"Examining this set more closely 
reveals that Rice's part icipat ion 
in Division I-A competition is, in 
many ways, a statistical outlier," 
the repor t states. 

Among the four Division I-A 
schools in the COHFE, Rice's budget 
is the smallest and makes up the 
largest portion of total operating 
expenses. In addition, Rice is the 
only I-A member of the COFHE that 
is not a member ofaBCS conference, 
where revenues are higher; Duke 
is a member of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference; Stanford the Pacific 10 
Conference; and Northwestern the 
Big Ten Conference. 

Most COHFE schools do not sup-
port scholarship athletic programs. 
Instead, they belong to Division III 
or a non-scholarship conference of 
I )ivision I-AA, such as the Ivy League. 
Most private AAU members also do 
not support scholarship athletics 
programs. 

Future 
Like many Division I-A institu-

tions, Rice is forced to make choices 
between academic and athletic suc-
cess, the report states. 

"Some Rice faculty have become 
increasingly concerned that trade-
offs in the perceived quality of stu-
dents and the financial investments 
required to maintain 'big time' sports 
are no longer tenable," the report 
states. "Conversely, while some fac-
ulty and many outside the University 
deservedly credit the integrity and 
success of Rice's athletics program, 
the school suffers in some sports the 
reputation of being less competitive, 
particularly in football." 

T h e repor t ru les out moving 
to Division III and re ta in ing a 
Division I baseball team, since this 
is not allowed by NCAA rules. It also 
rules out moving to Division II or 
the National Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics, since these options 
would "place Rice in a peer group 
antithetical to Rice in almost every 
regard." Finally, the report rules 
out dropping formal intercollegiate 
athletics in favor of club sports. 

Division I-A 
The first viable option outlined in 

the report is remaining in Division I-A 
while working to improve Rice's ath-
letic program and become a national 
leader in college athletic reform. 

" |A| commitment to remain in 
Division I-A and to excel implies a 
renewed commitment to athletics 
(likely manifested in dollars), and, 
most importantly, a clear strategy to 
lead change across intercollegiate 
athletics locally and nationally," the 
report states. 

'Emphasis on sport as 
a means to balance the 
racial mix of incoming 
classes reinforces what 
is believed by many to be 
a dangerous message to 
minority youths — that 
athletics is the only path 
to success.' 

— McKinsey report 

If Rice chooses to remain in 
Division I-A, t he r epo r t s ta tes , 
several changes should be made: 
Rice should work to ensure that 
s tudent-athletes are as similar as 
possible to o ther Rice s tuden t s 
in a c a d e m i c q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , to 
i n c r e a s e t he in tegra t ion of the 
athletic depa r tmen t with the rest 
of the university administration, to 
define what it is willing to sacrifice 
economical ly and in admiss ions 
trade-of fs in order to compete , and 
to clearly ar t iculate the benefi ts of 
its athletic program. 

The report recommends specific 
steps in several areas, which could 
be implemented independent of 
which division Rice participates in. 

In the area of economics, the report 
recommends that Rice run a one-time 
fund-raising campaign to increase the 
athletic endowment and that Rice 
should invest in a new convocation 
and gym facility to replace Autry 
Court. 

In the area of university organiza-
tion, the report states Rice should 
make the economics of the athletic 
department transparent to all univer-
sity constituents. This move would 
not be unusual among universities, 
although other Rice depar tments 
are not required to disclose their 
spending. 

T h e repor t also r e c o m m e n d s 
that t he universi ty inc rease co-
ordinat ion be tween t h e athlet ic 
depa r tmen t and o ther university 
offices, especially the Admission 
Office and the Office of Academic 
Advising. T h e repor t r e c o m m e n d s 
admitting student-athletes by a pro-
cess more similar to the process for 
non-athletes. It also s ta tes student-
athlete-specific academic advising 
should be eliminated, and the Office 
of Academic Advising should be 
refocused to ensu re that it can pro-
vide solid advising to all s tudents , 
including student-athletes . 

The report also suggests moving 
the kinesiology department out of 
Autry Court and into an academic 
building, and possibly moving it from 
the School of Humanities into the 
School of Natural Sciences. 

Regarding involvement in student 
life, the report states student-athletes 
should be encouraged to live on 
campus and should be incorporated 
more fully into Orientation Week. 
In addition, the report recommends 
involving coaches in the colleges as 
active associates. 

Finally, the report states that Rice 
should define and publicize a clear 
message: '"Rice will be a model of 
athletic endeavor without academic 
sacrifice. Rice will pursue excellence 
and uphold the highest ethical stan-
dards in all its endeavors, including 
athletics. We will do X, Y, and Z to 
achieve this end.'" 

However, the report cautions that 
factors outside Rice's control may 
make achieving change difficult. 

"The bottom line is demograph-
ics," the report states. "There are pre-
cious few athletes who can both play 
at the Division I level and score above 
1250 on the SAT, and every school 
wants this same group of athletes. 
After removing a few schools from the 
mix who have a geographic or legacy 
advantage or who possess powerful 
traditions, such as Stanford, Notre 
I)ame, and I )uke, there are not many-
top athletes left for the Vanderbilts, 
Baylors, Tulanes, and Rices." 

Division I-AA 
The second option outlined in the 

report is moving to Division I-AA and 
potentially moving to a non-scholar-
ship football conference, such as the 
Patriot League or Pioneer League. 
The report estimates that, due to 
lost ticket revenue, the move would 
not save Rice money; in fact, it would 
result in an est imated additional 
$300,000 athletics deficit per year. 
However, the report states, Division 
I-AA might be more suited to Rice's 

academic mission than Division I-A. 
"The case for moving to Division 

I-AA would be based on the belief 
that participation in a non-scholar-
ship football league will alleviate 
major athletic-academic tensions," 
the report states. "A decision to 
move to Division I-AA... is not about 
cost savings. It is about playing less 
competitive football with over 85 
athletes that are more academically 
qualified." 

If Rice moved to Division I-AA it 
would either need to participate in an 
entirely different conference or split 
participation between a Division I-A 
conference such as C-USA — where 
it would play all sports except football 
— and a non-scholarship football 
conference. However, either situation 
could be problematic. 

T h e repor t s ta tes that if Rice 
chose to end its participation in 
scholarship football, it might lose 
its m e m b e r s h i p in C-USA. Any 
member can be forced out of the 
conference by a 75 percent vote of 
C-USA schools. T h e repor t s ta tes 
the conference is in the process of 
shifting its focus to football and may 
strongly wish to have only football-
playing m e m b e r s . However, the 
report notes that Rice's s t rength 
in baseball will be an asset to the 
conference whe the r or not Rice 
cont inues to part icipate in scholar-
ship football, so it is possible that 
C-USA would not choose to force 
Rice out. 

If Rice decided to leave Division 
I-A conferences altogether and par-
ticipate in a conference in which all 
schools play non-scholarship football, 
it would encounter additional prob-
lems, since no such conferences 
exist near Rice geographically, the 
report states. 

T h e r e p o r t p r e d i c t s if Rice 
moved to Division I-AA, many 
footba l l p l a y e r s would c h o o s e 
to t ransfer to I-A schools. Under 
NCAA rules , t he se players would 
lose a year of eligibility. 

Division 1-AAA 
The third option outlined in the 

report is dropping football and mov-
ing to Division I-AAA. This move 
would save Rice $3.0-3.4 million 
per year, depend ing on whe ther 
Rice was allowed to stay in C-USA, 
with its lower travel expenses , or 
forced to join a conference with 
h igher travel costs. The purpose of 
the move would be to eliminate the 
sport that incurs the highest deficit 
and requi res the largest number of 
players, the re fore reducing both 
the economic investment and the 
admiss ions trade-offs required for 
Rice to compete . 

"If intercollegiate athletics cannot 
be reformed nationally. Rice, with its 
high academic standards, will face 
ever-increasing difficulty attempting 
to excel in football" the report states. 
"I-AAA should be viewed as an op-
portunity to bow out of the football 
'arms race,' build more competitive 
teams in other sports, and actively 
work to achieve broad athletic excel-
lence on par with Rice's academic 
reputation." 

As in the previous option, the 
report notes that a move to Division 

I-AAA might affect Rice's s ta tus in 
C-USA. Like a move to Division 
I-AA, a move to I-AAA could only 
be considered af ter knowing its 
implications for Rice's conference 
alignment. The repor t also predicts 
that a move to Division I-AAA would 
tr igger a public outcry similar to a 
move to Division I-AA. 

Unlike the I-AA option, football 
players who transferred to another 
school would not lose any eligibility 
due to a dropped-sport clause in the 
NCAA rules. 

Division III 
The fourth option outlined in the 

repor t is moving f rom NCAA Divi-
sion I to Division III, whe re schools 
give no athletic scholarsh ips and 
s tudent-athletes are ve ry similar to 
non-athletes in academic qualifica-
tions. This move would accompany 
a shift in Rice's phi losophy toward 
athletics, the r epor t s tates . 

How willing is Rice 
to invest the time and 
money and to make 
the admissions trade-
o f f s required for the 
program to be an 
overwhelming success 
and source of pride?' 

— McKinsey report 

"The Division III philosophy is that 
intercollegiate athletics are purely 
supplemental to college education," 
the report states. "Moving the Rice 
athletics program to Division III (with 
or without football) would be based 
on the decision that the competitive 
demands and economic rea l ' t ies 
of Division 1 are incompatible with 
Rice's academic mission." 

Moving to Division III would 
save Rice about $4.2 million annu-
ally, even af ter accounting for an 
anticipated loss in ticket revenue 
and a large dec rease in donations 
to the athletic program, the repor t 
states. 

With a move to Division III, cur-
rent student-athletes who decided to 
transfer to other Division I schools 
would not lose any eligibility. 

C o n c l u s i o n s 
The report concludes by rec-

ommending the board make and 
publicize its decision quickly to 
avoid confusion and unease among 
current student-athletes, non-ath-
letes, faculty, alumni and other Rice 
community* members . 

"Every ef for t should be made 
to make a s ing le c o m m i t m e n t 
towards the best answer for the 
future of Rice athletics," the re-
port states. "Equally important is 
the concept that this should be a 
decisive change, in the spirit of 
limiting ongoing certainty around 
the viability and direction of Rice's 
programs." 

TIMELINE OF ATHLETICS REVIEW 
Nov. 11: Faculty discuss 
Faculty Report at closed meeting 

May 1 4 - 1 5 , 2 0 0 3 : 
Faculty report presented 
to Board of Trus tees Sept . 3 : Faculty discuss 

Faculty report at closed meeting 

April 2003 May June Ju ly Aug. Sept. Oct. 

April 8 , 2 0 0 3 : 
Faculty report presented 
to Faculty Council and 
President Malcolm Gillis 

Oct . 17 : Rice announces it will join 
C-USA for the 2005-'06 school year 

May 5 : Friends of Rice Athletics hold rally 

April 3 0 : Faculty present poll results to Board 

March 3 0 : Faculty report made public 

Dec. Jan. 2004 Feb. March April 

J u n e 2 0 0 3 : Board of Trust-
ees commissions McKinsey 
report 

April 6 : Faculty discuss Faculty Report in open meeting 

May 4: McKinsey report released to public 

May 17: Deadline for submitting response form 
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Athletics also reviewed 
at Hilane, Vanderbilt 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THKESHER KOr lOHIA I STAFF 

Rice is not the only Division 
I-A school to question the role 
of its athletic program in recent 
years; private universities like 
Tulane and Vanderbilt have 
made significant changes in the 
past year alone. 

In May 2003, Tulane Univer-
sity's Board of Administrators 
questioned the appropriateness of 
competing in Division I football. 

"With rumorsswarniingaround 
campus regarding a possible drop 
from Division I-A .... a May 29 
meeting by the Board of Adminis-
trators sits poised to set the course 
for the future role ofathleticsat the 
University," the Tulane Hullabaloo 
reported April 25. 

If the rumors and meetings 
sound familiar, it is because 
both Tulane and Vanderbilt, as 
private schools struggling to 
compete athletically with larger 
state schools, face circumstances 
similar to those outlined in the 
McKinsey Report on Intercol-
legiate Athletics. 

As a small research institu-
tion competing in Division I-A, 
Rice has few peers. Of the top 
50 national universities ranked 
by the U.S. News and World 
Report, 21 compete in the NCAA 
Division I-A. Of those 21 schools, 
only Rice (No. 16) and Tulane 
(No. 44) compete in conferences 
not affiliated with the Bowl 
Championship Series. 

The BCS is the lucrative set of 
four bowl games that determines 
the national football champion. 
Because they compete in non-
BCS conferences, it is almost 
impossible for schools like Rice 
and Tulane to secure a bid to a 
BCS game. Rice and Tulane do 
not enjoy the major economic 
advantages of Division I-A foot-
ball, but they still face high 
expenses. 

"[Tulane and Rice] are both 
academically prestigious uni-
versities that are trying at the 
university level to figure out 
how best to allocate limited 
resources," Tulane Executive 
Associate Athletic Direc tor 
Larry Quant said. 

Tulane 's Board of Admin-
istrators almost voted to cut 
the school's football program 
last spring, but on June 10 re-
sponded to public outcry with 
a unanimous vote to continue 
competing in Division I-A, pro-
vided the Athletics Department 
can cut its $7 million deficit to 
$2 million by 2007. 

Quant said support for the ath-
letic program has increased as a 
result of the board's investigation. 

T h e r e ' s a lot more awareness 
of what the issues are," Quant said. 
"I think there's more willingness 
on fans' part to step up and support 
the program, and I think there's 
an understanding that you really 
can't take it for granted." 

V a n d e r b i l t a n n o u n c e d a 
complete overhaul of its ath-
letic program Sept. 9, 2003. 
The school 's athletic depart-
ment was eliminated, and its 
Division I varsity athletic pro-
gram was placed under the 
Division of Student Life and 
University Affairs. While eco-
nomics were a factor in the 
decision. Chancellor Gordon 
Gee told the Vanderbilt Hustler 
that the decision was also an 
ideological one, and he hopes 
to help reform intercollegiate 
athletics. (Vanderbilt Hustler, 
Sept. 12, 2003). 

"In order for us to be success-
ful as a Division l-A school, we've 
got to do it differently," Gee said. 
"We've got to do it in a way that 

provides the opportunity for all 
of our students to be part of the 
athletic program." 

Gee also said he thought Vander-
bilt could succeed even in its nation-
ally competitive conference. 

"I think we can win in the SEC, 
but we can only win if we develop 
a new model to allow us to be suc-
cessful," Gee told the Hustler. 

Vice Chancellor for Student 
Life and U niversity Affairs D avid 
Williams, who now oversees 
varsity athletics, said the change 
was motivated by three factors: 
increased separation between 
the athletic department and the 
rest of the university, concern 
that student-athletes did not 
have same types of experiences 
as other students and an increas-
ing share of university resources 
being used for athletics. 

Williams said while progress is 
being made in all three areas, costs 
have been cut by unifying the infra-
structure and eliminating duplicate 
departments, such as community 
service, leadership development 
and career development. 

'[T]here's going 
to have to be some 
universities that 
... say, "We value 
athletics, but it has to 
have a certain place 
in the larger picture 
of what we do here.' 

— David Williams 
Vanderbilt vice chancellor 

"Maybe that function can 
already be provided if we change 
things, and we don't need [a di-
rector] and two assistants to do 
that," Williams said. 

He also said student-athletes 
have become more integrated into 
student life on campus. Williams 
cited Vanderbilt's Honor Council, 
which relaxed its rules to allow 
student-athletes to share a year-
long term to avoid conflict with an 
in-season sport. After the change, 
six student-athletes were selected 
for Honor Council. 

"I think the students actually 
are saying, 'We see this as it 
develops, and we will be more of 
the same person [as the student-
athletes]," Williams said. "I tell 
our student-athletes, 'One of the 
most important things that can 
happen to you is that you're not 
viewed and you don't think of 
yourself as just an athlete.'" 

While the long-term results 
have yet to be seen, Vanderbilf s de-
cision may have served as a wake-
up call to similar institutions. 

"I do see where Division I-A 
athletics is and what Vanderbilt 
and Rice are," Williams said. 
"There is a conflict. The ques-
tion is, 'Can we manage it?' I 
believe it can be managed, but I 
do think there 's going to have to 
be some universities that stand 
up and say, 'We value athletics, 
but it has to have a certain place 
in the larger picture of what we 
do here. '" 

In the past 25 years, four 
schools competing at the Division 
I-A level have discontinued their 
football programs: the University 
of California-Santa Barbara, Long 
Beach State University, California 
State University-Fullerton and 
the University of the Pacific. All 
did so citing economic reasons 
and limitations on other sports 
due to Title IX. 

s 
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MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Rice fans gather at a rally before a baseball game May 5 to show the board their support for Division I-A athletics at Rice. 

Poll reveals faculty support for 
non-scholarship conference 
RESPONSE, from Page 1 

The ad included quotes from Head 
Baseball Coach Wayne Graham, Head 
Men's Basketball Coach Willis Wilson 
(Will Rice '82) and Head Women's 
Basketball Coach Cristy McKinney, 
all stating that the elimination of the 
football program would negatively 
impact their teams. 

"R" Association President Wanna 
Hadnott (Will Rice'84) was interviewed 
by ABC 13 Eyewitness News as well as 
the Chronicle. Hadnott told the Chroni-
cle she is concerned that the board has 
not invited "open dialogue" with alumni 
on the issue of athletics. 

On its Web site, the "R" Association 
posted a list of the board members' 
names and contact information. 'Hie 
site states, "The board must be made 
aware of the tradition and importance 
of football and Division-IA Athletics to 
Rice since its inception." 

ABC13 reported April 27, "If the 
football program is changed or can-
celed, alumni leaders say thousands of 
alumni will stop contributions to Rice 
University as a sign of protest." 

The Owl Club held a rally in sup[x>rt 
of Rice athletics May 5 outside Reckling 
Park before the Rice baseball game 
against McNeese State University. 

Hadnott said she thinks the prob-
lems of participation in Division l-A 
athletics have been overstated. 

"Rice serves as an example for 
other Division I-A schools, along with 
Stanford, Duke, Vanderbilt and oth-
ers," Hadnott said. "We provide the 
beacon, the true North. Without Rice, 
who are those leaders that can exert 
the pressure on the others to do better? 
By no means is the NCAA or Division 
I-A athletics without problems, but you 
don't see those problems creeping into 
the Rice athletics organization." 

The Friends of Rice Athletics plan 
to become involved in marketing the 
athletic program to students, alumni 
and Houston community members and 
addressing faculty concerns. 

"There seems to be a group on 
staff at Rice that would prefer not to 
have athletics at Rice," Hadnott said. 
"We're trying to work with them: 
'Let's assume we're going to have it, 
how can we make it better?'" 

Administrator response 
Athletic Director Bobby May (Will 

Rice '65) said he strongly supports 
staying in Division I-A 

"Rice is Rice because, at least in 
part, of what I-A athletics brings to the 
university," May said. "If you tinkered 
with that at all, you'd change the charac-
ter of the university. Rice would still be 
a great institution, but with a different 
personality and culture, and the one 
that's there now is pretty special." 

May said while he thinks the 
McKinsey report is a "good effort" 
overall, a major flaw in the report is 
that it outlines the possibility of mov-
ing to Division I-AAA and dropping 
the football program while remaining 
a member of Conference-USA. May 
said C-USA would not allow Rice to 
stay if Rice dropped football. 

"There is not an opportunity to 
be in C-USA without I-A football," 

May said. 'That was one of the key 
points of C-USA when we were under 
consideration for membership: a 
commitment to l-A football." 

May said he also disagrees with 
the McKinsey report's implication that 
athletics necessarily compromises the 
academic mission of the university. 

"Clearly, the people we have in-
volved in athletics are here to get a great 
education," May said. "The good thing 
is that while they're here, they can get 
a chance to compete at something they 
love. It doesn't take away from the focus 
on academics, but at the same time, 
these kids can take advantage of the 
op|)ortunity at Rice to do everything 
they have an interest in." 

The McKinsey report makes 
several recommendations that could 
be implemented regardless of the 
division to which Rice decides to 
belong. One recommendation is that 
student-athlete-specific academic 
advising be eliminated. May said he 
disagrees with this suggestion and 
does not understand its purpose. 

"What's wrong with providing 
assistance to student-athletes that 
might help them attain their academic-
goals?" May said. "Academic advising 
in the athletic department provides 
for unique situations that these kids 
find themselves in, with tremendous 
time demands on them." 

Another recommendation the 
McKinsey report makes is to review the 
process for admitting student-athletes 
to make the process more similar to 
that for non-athletes. Vice President 
for Enrollment Ann Wright said she 
approves of the idea. 

"I believe the recommendation 
for reviewing the admission process 
is reasonable, and I expect we will 
do this no matter what the decision 
might be," Wright said. 

May said he hopes the board will 
reach a quick decision on the long-term 
future of Rice athletics, since the uncer-
tainty is harmful to the program. 

"It does incredible damage to 
coaches'ability to recruit," May said. 
"It raises questions in the minds of 
potential athletes and current athletes 
when they think Rice could make fun-
damental changes or lrop sports. We 
need strong support for coaches and 
student-athletes to help overcome the 
negative impact of what's been going 
on in the past few weeks." 

Faculty response 
In anticipation of the board's con-

sideration of the athletic program, 
Faculty Council conducted a poll of 
faculty membersto statistically quantify 
the faculty's opinions about the role of 
athletics at Rice. The poll, which was 
conducted prior to the release of the 
McKinsey report, included questions 
designed to gauge faculty members' 
opinions about Rice's participation in 
Division I-A athletics, as well as about 
the admission process for student-ath-
letes and student-athletes' academic 
qualifications. The poll results were 
delivered to the board April 30. 

The 229 faculty members who 
took the poll most strongly supported 
moving to Division III or organizing a 

regional "Ivy League-style" conference 
without athletic scholarships. The 
other options on the survey were con-
tinuing Division I-A competition with a 
football program, continuing Division 
I competition but dropping football, 
and dropping formal intercollegiate 
athletics in favor of club sports. 

Most of the faculty respondents 
also indicated that intercollegiate 
athletics are of "no impor tance" or "an 
ancillary activity" to the university. 

History ProfessorTom Haskell, 
a member of the Faculty Council 
Subcommittee on Athletics, said 
he thinks the evidence in the McK-
insey report supports a move to 
Division III, where schools do not 
give athletic scholarships. 

"Only Division III would permit 
Rice's athletic program to field real 
students in all sports — students 
capable of competing in regular 
Rice classrooms all across the cur-
riculum," Haskell said. 

Haskell said the "obscenely large" 
athletic deficit and academic trade-offs 
required to support Division I athletic 
programs are not worthwhile for a 
school of Rice's size and caliber. 

"A school of this kind has no busi-
ness competing at the I )ivision I level," 
Haskell said. "It cannot be done without 
distorting the curriculum. Everyone 
knows that Division I is out of control; 
let's bail out before it crashes." 

The McKinsey report examines 
the clustering of student-athletes into 
a few majors, particularly kinesiology. 
Although some suggest this cluster-
ing occurs due to student-athletes' 
similar interests, the report provides 
evidence that student-athletes cluster 
in a variety of different departments 
at different institutions. This suggests 
that the clustering is caused by factors 
other than student-athletes' interests. 
However, Kinesiology Chair Bruce 
Etnyre said the departments where 
student-athletes congregate, while 
different from school to school, gener-
ally fall into four categories: medicine, 
sociology, education and business. 

"The departments may look differ-
ent |at different schools], but they're 
really all congregating toward these 
majors," Etnyre said. "That's the 
thinking of the way athletes perceive 
the world — their backgrounds, the 
culture within sports, within athletics, 
how they advise each other." 

One of the report's recommenda-
tions was that the kinesiology depart-
ment be moved from Autry Court to 
an academic building and possibly 
from the School of Humanities to the 
School ofSocial Sciences or the School 
of Natural Sciences. Etnyre said he 
supports the idea of moving the de-
partment to an academic building. 

"Our physically moving out of here 
would bealx -nel it both from the logistic 
standpoint and also from the perspec-
tive of how we fit in as an academic 
department on the campus rather than 
being related to athletics or the Recre-
ation Centf t—wl lich kin< 'siology is n'»t, 
although I frequently hear people say 
they think we are," Etnyre said. 

Etnyre said he would probably sup-
port a change of divisions as well. 
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More than 1,500 register on facebook 
by Iindsey Gilbert 
IHRKSHIIH KliriOWAI. STAI-i 

Ifgrades took a mysterious plunge 
toward the end of the semester, blame 
it on the facebook. 

Procrastinators rejoiced when 
the online directory program, the-
facebook.com, already popular at 
universities around the country, hit 
campus just in time for finals. Since its 
April 27 premiere, 1,5(X) Rice students 
have registered as facebook users. 

"It ate all of my time," Baker Col-
lege sophomore Doug Peterson said. 
"It was definitely a time suck." 

When logged into the site, users 
can view the pictures and profiles of 
other users, send messages to friends 
and discover contacts they hardly 
knew they had. 

The brainchild of Harvard Univer-
sity sophomore Mark Zuckerberg, 
the thefacebook.com began as a 
student-run, Harvard-only social 
networking tool — essentially an 
online campus directory. When hun-
dreds of students registered in only 
a few days, Zuckerberg, a computer 

science major, decided to export the 
site to other schools. 

"We've had a much more enthusi-
astic response than we expected," the 
thefacebook.com spokesman Chris 
Hughes said. "Hie usage at Harvard 
blossomed so quickly that we took a 
step back and said, 'well, we already 
have the infrastructure, so why don't we 
open it up to a few other schools.'" 

The network now includes 34 
universit ies, such as Columbia, 
Brown, Dartmouth, Cornell and 
Stanford. Many of the schools are 
private universities located on the 
East or West Coast. 'ITie most re-
cent expansion brought in several 
Midwestern schools, including Rice, 
Hughes said. 

Altogether, more than 139,000 
users have registered for thefacc-
book.com. 

J o n e s C o l l e g e s o p h o m o r e 
Alexa Briscoe said she en joys 
contacting and hearing from friends 
who attend other schools on the 
facebook network. 

"This guy that 1 sat next to in 
math in sixth grade added me as a 

friend," Briscoe said. "I remembered 
him, 1 just hadn't thought of him in 
six years. He's at Georgetown now. 
It's funny that people can stay con-
nected just because they happen to 
go to one of these colleges that's on 
this Web site." 

Many students said that because 
of Rice's small size, they have found 
their social networks to be tight-knit 
yet comprehensive. Most Rice users, 
even those who do not know each 
other, are linked by only one or two 
degrees of separation. 

Some s tudents said they will 
continue to use the facebook over the 
summer as a way to stay in touch. 

"I'm back at home so it's nice to 
see people's pictures, send people 
messages," Martel College fresh-
man Kyle Barry said. "Plus, I get to 
poke them." 

Peterson predicts that the network 
will continue to snowball as more us-
ers join, and said he plans to be part 
of the problem. 

"I don't really remember how I 
heard about it, but I do remember tell-
ing a lot of other people," he said. 
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Laws drop Honor Council suit 
by Jenny Rees 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A married couple that sued Rice 
for breach of contract, claming their 
r ights had been violated during 
their appeal of an Honor Council 
decision last year, has chosen to 
dismiss the case without prejudice. 
Katrina and Booker Law dropped 
the case after the Texas Supreme 
Court refused to hear their appeal of 
a 14th District Court decision. The 
district court had previously ruled 
not to grant a temporary injunction 
that would have allowed Katrina 
Law to graduate. The Laws filed a 
request for review with the Supreme 
Court at the end of January, and in 
March, the court declined to hear 
the case. 

The Laws' attorney, Allan Cease, 
said his clients dropped their suit 
because they had insufficient time to 
prepare for their court date following 
the Supreme Court case. However, 
he said his clients have the right to 
file the suit again since the case was 
dismissed without prejudice. Cease 
said the Laws are currently consider-
ing whether to tile another suit. 

"(The Iawsl adamantly deny any 
collaboration," Cease said. "That's why 
they went to the expense and trouble 
of going to court, which is difficult, be-
cause courts are generally reluctant to 
interfere in the educational activities of 
higher institutions — and particularly 
the grading process." 

During the spring semester of 
2002, the Laws, who were not mar-
ried at the time, were accused of 
cheating on two separate organic 
chemis t ry examinations. At the 
hear ings , chemis t ry p ro fe s so r s 
explained to the Honor Council 
tha t b e c a u s e mil l ions of pos-
sible incorrect answers existed to 
the free-response questions, the 
likelihood of the same incorrect 
answers being given independently 
is almost nonexistent. 

The first hearing on the case was 
held by the council April 18, 2002. 
The Laws claimed the similarity 
between their incorrect answers 
resulted from studying together. 
However, the council found both 
Booker and Katrina Law to be in 
violation of the Honor Code. Each 
received an F in the course and a 
two-semester suspension. The I^ws 
appealed the case to then-Assistant 
Dean for Student Judicial Programs 
Patty Bass, who later eliminated 
the two-semester suspension. 'Hie 
l aws then appealed Bass' decision 
to President Malcolm Gillis. While 
Gillis agreed with Bass decision, 
he decided it was possible that 
procedural error had occurred and 
sent the case back to the council for 
a rehearing. 

F o r t h e i r s e c o n d h e a r i n g , 
t h e Laws fa i led to a p p e a r at 
their first investigative meeting 
Nov. 13, 2002, and a new date was 
set for Nov. 25, 2002. On Nov. 21, 
Katrina Law, who was pregnant at 
the time, suffered a seizure from 
high blood p r e s s u r e and gave 
birth the following day. Neither 
Booker nor Katrina Law attended 
the hearing Nov. 25, but the hearing 
went on as scheduled because the 
council had not received notification 
of the birth. 

At the Nov. 25 hearing, both Book-
er and Katrina 1 aw were once again 
found guilty. During the punishment 
phase, they were each given an F in 
the course, and Katrina I aw received 
a two-semester suspension while 
Booker law received a three-semes-
ter suspension for failure tocommuni-
cate with the council or appear at the 
hearing. Following another appeal to 
Bass. Booker law's suspension was 
reduced to two semesters because 
of the circumstances surrounding 
his absence from the hearing. Once 
again, the l aws appealed to Gillis, 
who this time upheld Bass' decision 
on April 16, 2003. 

The laws filed a petition May 5, 
claiming Rice had committed due pro-
cess violations and breach of contract. 
The laws also sought a temporary 
injunction to force Rice to remove 
the Fs and suspensions so Booker 
l aw could attend class and Katrina 
l aw could graduate. Following a 
hearing May 19, the court denied the 
temporary injunction. 

The laws then took their case to 
the 14th Court of Appeals, seeking 
to have Bass' original decision to 
remove the two-semester suspension 
reinstated. The court found that Rice 
had not breached a contract in its 
disciplinary proceedings since the 
offenses were outlined in the school's 
policies and no specific contractual 
rights of students arc defined in the 
blue book, the guideline outlining the 
policies and procedures of the Honor 
Code and Honor Council. Since the 
blue book was not found to be a valid 
contract, no breach of contract could 
have occurred. 

The court also determined prob-
able injury claims by the laws to 
be unjustified. The laws contended 
that monetary damages could not 
repair the harm caused to them. 
Katrina law was unable to take a job 
with Teach for America because she 
could not graduate, and Booker l aw 
could not obtain a job in the medical 
field for at least another year until 
he finished classes. The court ruled 
that monetary compensation could 
remedy all these things. 

With respect to an irreparable 
harm claim, the court also ruled in 
Rice's favor. Only the Fs would appear 

on the students' records. Reasons for 
the Fs and record of the suspension 
would only be recorded on internal 
documents at Rice, not on transcripts 
or permanent records sent to other 
schools or businesses. 

lastly, the appeals court found 
that the status quo had been pre-
served. The Laws argued that the last 
actual ruling preceding the appeal 
was Bass's removal of the two-semes-
ter suspension, but the court found 
the status quo to be President Gillis' 
April 16 decision. 
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COURTESY CAMPANILfc 

COMMENCEMENT 

Top: The 91st Commencement, as 
seen from the top of Lovett Hall 

Left: The ROTC color guard prepares 
for the ceremonies. 

Below left: Wiess College graduate 
Mandy Mularz is enthusiastic after 
receiving her diploma. v. mm 

Below right: Apparently the third 
time's a charm for Wiess College 
graduate and former SA co-President 
Michael Leggett. 

Right: Baker College graduate Sasha 
Cooke sings during the ceremony 
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Top left: President Malcolm Gillis speaks during his final commencement as 
Rice president. 

Above: Brown College graduate Matt Davis, track shoes dangling on his shoul-
der, enjoys his walk on stage. 

Far left: Lovett College graduate Jan Kemnade can hardly hide his excitement. 

Left: A Martel College graduate captures the moment on video. 

Below left: A tale of two beach balls: Top. a Will Rice College graduate blows 
up a beach ball to toss during ceremonies. Below. Wiess College RA Doward 
Hudlow (Wiess 01) takes pleasure in a deflated beach ball. 

Below: Economics professor Mahmoud el-Gamal delivers the benediction near 
the close of the ceremonies. 
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Above: Will Rice College graduate Shay Har-Noy looks for a laugh — and maybe 
some pity — during the ceremonies 

Above right: Families look on as graduates make the long walk in. 

Far right: Sid Richardson College graduate Lucas Shindeldecker needs no 
phone booth to show off his super powers. 

Right: A Jones Business School graduate relays the good news. 

Below right: Will Rice graduate Liz Davenport Pollock wishes her mother a 
happy birthday on her way off the podium. 

Below: Families, friends and graduates mingle after the ceremonies. 

Bottom corner: Hanszen College graduate Habib Irshad gets a hug after 
receiving his diploma. 
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'If I only knew': Gonzales reflects on Rice, family 

0 

White House Counsel Alberto Gon-
zales (Lovett '79) gave the following 
speech at the 91st Commencement 
ceremony May 8. 

This letter: "Dear Alberto: It is my 
pleasant privilege to inform you that 
your application for admission to Wee 
University has been approved." 

Now, this quote is from a letter 
dated May 13,1977 from Dean Rich-
ard Stabell, assistant to the president 
for admissions and records. 

Just 10 short years before that cor-
respondence, I got my first job selling 
soft drinks at Rice football games. 1 
was just a 12-year-old kid carrying 
those heavy tray s of Cokes and Sprites 
up and down the upper deck of Rice 
Stadium. You've seen them. 

After the games, as we waited 
for the crowd to disperse so that we 
could go home, I would stare over 
the stadium walls and watch the Rice 
students stroll back to the colleges. 
And I wondered, what would it be like 
to be one of you, a Rice student? 

Growing up in Houston's North 
side to a mother and father who 
combined only had eight years of 
formal schooling, I had no realistic 
comprehension about a Rice educa-
tion. But I understood even then, as 
I cheered for the mighty Owls, that 1 
wanted to go to school here. 

'Twenty-five years 
ago,... I had an 
unwavering, almost 
arrogant, confidence 
to shape my future. But 
since my graduation 
I have learned, 
sometimes painfully, 
that life cannot be 
scripted.' 

— Alberto Gonzales 
(Lovett '79) 

White House counsel 

If I only knew that was possible, 
I probably would not have enlisted 
in the Air Force when I graduated 
from high school. But enlist I did, 
and I was posted with a hundred 
GIs north of the artic circle at Fort 
Yukon, Alaska. With winter tempera-
tures consistently well below zero, I 
quickly decided I should reconsider 
college as an option. And so 1 set 
about securing appointment to the 
Air Force Academy. 

Although we all know how hard it 
is to get into Rice, securing a nomina-
tion when you are at a remote radar 
site presents unique challenges. My 
commander made special arrange-
ments for a flight surgeon to be 
flown up from Elmendorf Air Force 
base in Anchorage for the necessary 
medical examination. 

I hopped an Air Force tanker 
plane to Fairbanks in order to take 
the necessary physical fitness tests. 
1 still remember doing the required 
pull-ups and sit-ups in an old army 
gym, and because I had not taken the 
SAT or ACT, special arrangements 
were made for me to take the ACT 
alone in a small room the Air Force 
had converted into a makeshift 
library. These were extraordinary 
efforts, but I had found a path to 
a college education, and I was pre-
pared to do whatever was required. 
Fortunately for me, I was rewarded 
with orders to report to the academy. 
And so I happily departed the frozen 
tundra of Alaska to pursue a new 
dream of being a pilot. 

My first year in Colorado Springs 
was a good one, but I grew restless 
with the engineering and science 
curriculum. I became interested 
in politics and law, and I began to 
wonder whether I should follow 
a different path. Now, given the 
extraordinary efforts just to secure 

my service academy nomination, as 
you can understand, I agonized over 
this decision. Ultimately, I simply put 
it in God's hands by applying for a 
transfer to the school I once dreamed 
about attending as a boy. If accepted 
at Wee, I would leave and pursue a 
legal career. If denied, I would stay 
and fulfill my military obligations. 
This was my prayer, and that letter 
from Dean Stabell was my answer, 
ending the journey that began as 
a daydream during those Saturday 
afternoon football games. 

Now, I bet I've told this story a 
hundred times, but I must tell you 
— it really was meant to be told to 
you at this commencement. 

Twenty-five years ago, sitting 
where you sit this morning, 1 actually 
believed 1 knew exactly what I wanted 
to do with my life. Having already 
realized one childhood dream, I had 
an unwavering, almost arrogant, 
confidence to shape my future. But 
since my graduation I have learned, 
sometimes painfully, that life cannot 
be scripted. You cannot anticipate 
all the obstacles and opportunities 
that lay ahead. 

No one at Rice, at Vinson and 
Elkins or even at the Texas Supreme 
Court ever talked to me about pardon 
recommendations for death-row in-
mates or about the criteria you should 
weigh in appointing federal judges. 1 
never imagined state dinners, rides 
on Air Force One or weekends at 
Camp David. Howwouldyou liveyour 
life differently starting today, this 
very moment, if you knew that one 
day you would befriend a president? 
If I only knew that another George 
W. Bush would come along, I would 
prepare myself in every way that I 
could through education and training 
to take advantage of an opportunity 
that comes along only once in a life-
time. If I only knew. 

My father at different times in 
his life picked crops as a migrant, 
worked construction and was part 
of a maintenance crew at a rice field 
not far from here. He had fewer 
opportunities because he was an 
uneducated man. Now I suppose 
to some, he was just a common 
laborer. To me, he was a special man 
who had hands that could create 
anything. He and two of my uncles 
built the house that I grew up in 
near the Intercontinental Airport. 
My mother still lives there today. 
I remember playing in the field as 
a small boy as they laid the cinder 
blocks for the foundation, nailed 
together first the two-by-fours and 
the sheet rock that would form the 
walls and skillfully hammered the 
composition shingles on the roof 
of the small, two-bedroom house 
that became our home. 

The last picture 1 have of my 
father and I together was taken on 
the day of my graduation from this 
university. If I only knew that he 
would die during my last semester 
of law school, I would have told him 
more often that I loved him. During 
my years in high school, I never once 
asked my friends over to our home. 
You see, even though he had poured 
his heart into that house, I was 
embarrassed that 10 of us lived in a 
cramped space with no hot running 
water or telephone. If I only knew 
on my graduation day that my dad 
would soon be gone, I would have 
thanked him for putting a roof over 
my head and that I was proud to be 
his son. If 1 only knew. 

As a young boy, I begged my 
mother to wake me before dawn 
so I could share breakfast with my 
father before he left for work. And as 
we ate, she would prepare a modest 
lunch of beans and tortillas, lovingly 
place them in a brown lunch sack, and 
we would say goodbye to him. The 
memories of this daily ritual burn 
strong in my chest as I recall these 
simple times and simple food. 

Last year my mother, now 72 
years old, visited Washington for 
the very first time. We walked the 
monuments and the museums like 
other curious tourists, but I also 
took her into the Oval Office to see 
the president. It was important to 

KATIE STRE/r/THRESHER 
White House Counsel Alberto Gonzales (Lovett '79) describes his experiences as a boy growing up in Houston, as a 
student at Rice and in his current role in the executive branch to graduates at Rice's 91st Commencement May 8. 

me to do that for her, to thank her for 
her guidance and protection and to 
show her what I had accomplished 
because of her sacrifices. At dawn 
on the last day of her visit, she was 
up to say goodbye as I left for work, 
just as she had been there for my 
father on so many mornings. Only 
I wasn't going to a construction 
site, I was reporting to the White 
House to advise the president of 
the United States. I think of the 
pride and wonder that must have 
filled her heart . 

If I only knew as a boy the joy 
I feel as a parent today whenever 
my sons Grahman and Gabriel hug 
me, I would have hugged my mom 
tighter at night. If I only knew that 
all of her hopes and dreams were 
in her children, I would have said 
more often, "Mom, all that I ac-
complish I do for you and because 
of you." If I only knew. 

'Growing up,... I had no 
realistic comprehension 
about a Rice education. 
But I understood even 
then, as I cheered 
for the mighty Owls, 
that I wanted to go to 
school here.' 

— Gonzales 

Hie average tenure for an assis-
tant to the president, such as myself, 
is 18 to 24 months. This is hard stuff 
that we deal with in Washington, be-
cause political opponents constantly 
criticize your decisions, the national 
media is ever-present to scrutinize 
every action and the stakes can have 
enormous domestic and international 
consequences. But I cannot imagine 
a better job as a lawyer, and I cannot 
think of a more inspirational place 
to work. The 18-acre White House 

compound, like the American flag, 
is a symbol of American power and 
beauty. People from all over the world 
travel to Washington just to get a 
glimpse of the White House. I have 
yet to meet an American who is not in 
awe as they step into the West Wing 
for the very first time. 

The power and respect of the 
presidency lies in part upon our 
ability to serve the American people. 
If I only knew at my graduation the 
rewards, the joy of public service, I 
would have gladly given more time 
to this community, fought harder to 
improve someone else's life. In time 
you will see that serving the needs 
of others is the right thing to do, and 
it will make you a better person. Do 
not be afraid to dedicate time from 
your professional career to serve 
others. If I only knew. 

Imagine yourself walking into the 
Oval Office and briefing the most 
powerful person in the world on a po-
tential nominee to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, or being in a situation room 
as the president gives the order to 
send our glorious young men and 
women into harm's way, or being 
in the White House residence with 
a president who signs a document 
you prepared, a bit of history that 
will be analyzed by historians for 
decades to come. Each experience 
more than satisfies the hopes and 
dreams I had as a young man to do 
something with my life that would 
make a difference, and you should 
settle for nothing less. 

But as you pursue your dream job, 
remember that it is only a job, and 
like every other job, it is going to end 
some day. As my wife Rebecca is quick 
to remind me, the office of the presi-
dency did just fine before the arrival 
of A1 Gonzales, and it will survive long 
after I am no longer the White House 
counsel. I have a great deal of respect 
and affection for our president, but I 
also love my family. They need me. and 
I have an obligation to them as well as a 
duty to my client, and that is something 
professionals too often forget. It is a 
lessor that you will have to accept if 
you really want to be happy. 

In time, you will be consumed 
with inventions and discoveries and 
trials and deals, and the climb to 
partnership and titles and awards 
will dominate your ambitions. It did 
for me. Moving forward, it will be 
important for you to find the right 
balance between your responsibili-
ties to family and to your profession, 
mindful of the irrefutable truth that 
nothing in your work — nothing-, no 
closing, no jury verdict, no paycheck 
—is or ever will be as satisfying as the 
adoring hug of your child or as com-
forting as a warm embrace of a loyal 
and loving spouse. I still put my two 
young sons to bed at night whenever 
I am at home at a reasonable hour, 
but on those nights I am at the White 
House dealing with an emergency, 
I do not know the successes they 
enjoyed nor failures they endured 
that day. If I only knew they would 
grow so fast. If I only knew. 

I close with a quote from Em-
erson: "What lies behind us and 
what lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within us." 
Like my parents before me, all 
my hopes and dreams are in my 
children. And the choices that you 
graduates make in the next 10 to 20 
years will have a profound impact 
on my life and the lives of my sons. 
Will we continue to enjoy prosper-
ity? Will we continue to be safe? Will 
we continue to have the freedoms 
we enjoy today? The answers can 
be found in the story of America. 
Chapters are being written every-
day ac ross this country. Your 
parents, professors, government 
leaders. President Gillis and I have 
been writing our parts for a long 
time now. Now it is your turn. Like 
it or not, ready or not, the fate of all 
that I hold dearest is already in your 
hands. You will decide. Perhaps you 
will write a story similar to mine. 
What will it tell us? Graduates, if 
we only knew. 

1 pray that God watches over you 
and your families. May he continue 
to guide your decisions and may he 
continue to bless the United States 
of America. 
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FRESHMAN SEMINARS: F A L L 2 0 0 4 
Ticket to the Humanities 

Why take a freshman seminar? First year students at Rice have the opportunity to take small classes in the seminarformat on 
a variety of subjects in the Humanities. Seminars are small, generally around 15 students or fewer; students are primarily fir sty ear. 
The professor in charge has chosen a topic of lively interest (such as The Literature of Democracy; The Hero and His Companion; 
Thomas Jefferson; Classic Latin American Novels, to name only a few) that will be approached from an interdisciplinary perspective. 
Seated around a table (this is not a lecture course!), students will develop their skills in using evidence, developing arguments, and 
expressing their ideas through discussion and written work-while exploring an exciting topic that appeals to them. In addition to 
reading widely, as the nature of the seminar may require, students may have the opportunity to watch and discuss films, visit 
museums and archaeological sites, or meet with visiting scholars. The professors in charge experts in the seminar topic, and they will 
work closely with students on their writing assignments and on seminar presentation. 

Freshman seminars are a wonderful opportunity for new students to get to know a professor, develop an intellectual community 
with their peers, and learn important skills in a structured and stimulating learning environment. Most important of all, they will 
open your minds to new and exciting worlds waiting to be explored. Freshman seminars are an opportunity not to be missed! 

* * * * * * * * * * 

HUMANITIES FRESHMAN SEMINARS BEING OFFERED FALL 2004 

THE HERO AND HIS COMPANION: 
FROM GILGAMEST TO SAM SPADE 

FSEM151 /HIST 151 
Michael R. Maas 

Wednesday, 7 pm - 10 prn 

How does presentation of heroic action illustrate the basic values of a society? Students 
will examine a variety of historical materials: ancient texts in translation, modern 
mystery stories, and a number of fdms. Ancient sources will be paired with modern 
ones to show the development of a tradition of heroic action stretching from the 
beginnings of civilization to the present day. We will explore how ideas of service to 
the community often link heroism to alienation. We will examine the gendered 
character of heroic action and discuss changes in attitudes in modern fiction. + The 
course will also develop skills in writing history as students learn the basics of thinking 
and writing like historians. In sum, this course is an extended invitation to the 
pleasures of the studying history. 

THE LEGEND OF KING ARTHUR 
IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

GERM 126/FSEM 126/ MOST 123 
Sarah Westphal 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:00 - 9:50 a.m. 
Distribution Group I Credit 

This course will examine the medieval tradition of King Arthur that arose in France, 
Germany and England from the beginning to the early age of printing. We will study 
the first writing since antiquity to depict men and women in complex, emotionally 
charged relationships, often in contrast with social norms that favored celibacy or 
marriage over love and passion. We will learn about chivalry, the philosophy of life 
and love that crystallized in the fantasy of King Arthur's court. Next we will look at 
the figure of King Arthur himself and the ambiguous role of Queen Guinevere will 
also be a topic of discussion as we progress through this part of the course. The third 
segment is devoted to the grail, the spiritual ideal that ultimately transcends the 
chivalric way of life. We will wind up the semester with a section on Merlin who 
represents the elements of magic and prophecy other arcane knowledge that 
characterize Arthur's world. 

One of the remarkable facts about the legend of King Arthur is its survival into our 
own time. The objectives of this course include getting familiar with some of the best 
examples of medieval storytelling and hypothesizing on why they continue to cast a 
spell over readers today. You may want to try your own hand at Arthurian storytelling 
after you have learned the building blocks. 

THE CULTURE OF WAR: 
VIOLENCE—CONFLICT—REPRESENTATION 

GERM 128/FSEM 128 
Christian Emden 

Tuesday/Thursday 10:50 a.m. - 12:05 p.m. 
Distribution Group I Credit 

The rapidly changing political and cultural environment after the Cold War, it has 
been suggested, requires a new understanding of "war." This freshman seminar will 
tackle this issue head on, considering both the political concept of "war" and its cultural 
perceptions ranging from the Thirty Years War and the First World War to the reaction 
triggered by the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center. Not for the faint-hearted, 
topics include: destruction, ruins, refugees, massacres, terrorism, victims, spaces of 
battle, reconnaissance, the logic of war. 

Apart from gaining detailed knowledge of the issues involved, students will also 
become familiar with research methods in the humanities, learn to interpret and 
contextualize a variety of dif ferent sources and genres — from political and 
philosophical texts to novels, poems, films and photography. Students will encounter 
classical texts discussing such central concepts as "just war," "total war," "international 
law," war and peace as "institutions," "friend" vs. "foe", etc. and also examine the 
cultural perception of war and its consequences in both literary texts and visual media. 

NO HAPPY ENDINGS: 
TRAGEDY IN LITERATURE AND FILM 

FSEM 131 / FREN131 
Dr. Louisa Shea 

Mondays 1:00 -4:00 p.m. 
Distribution Group / Credit 

Tragedy stages the fall of a hero at the hand of an incomprehensible force. Whether 
one calls it blind fate, the absurd, or the dark passions that lurk in the recesses of our 
being, a force beyond the limits of human understanding violently disrupts the lives 
of tragic characters. More often than not, tragic fate metes out punishment far in 
excess of our guilt and beyond the scope of human reason. It is in this sense that 
tragedy reveals the limits of our notions of justice, reason and order. 

This course will focus on the ways in which tragedy unsettles our understanding of 
social order. We will look at how tragedy troubles our faith in the power of human 
reason to guide our actions and protect our lives.? As a group we will come up with 
answers (and ques t ions) about the meaning of tragedy and its relevance in 
contemporary society. We will begin with the earliest Western tragedies before turning 
to modern tragedies. 

LITERATURE AND DEMOCRACY 

FSEM 110/HUMA no 
Gary Wihl 

Thursdays 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. 
Distribution Group I Credit 

How do writers of fiction and poetry contribute to the development of democratic-
societies? Democracy in modern times is defined by representational government, 
legal rights and protections for individuals and minorities, and the coexistence of 
diverse cultural, ethnic and religious groups inside a single state. Underneath this 
broad canopy of government structures, laws, and diversity, the personal experience 
of democracy has become the focus of some of the most innovative and influential 
writers of the 19th and 20th centuries. This course will look at a few examples of writers 
who represent the promise and the failure of democratic principles. Writers to be 
studied include: Walt Whitman, Richard Rorty, E. L. Doctorow, Robert Pinsky, Milan 
Kundera and Ha .Jin. 

HISTORY THROUGH GERMAN CINEMA 

GERM 122/FSEM 122 
Margret Eifler 

Tuesday/Thursday 9 : 2 5 - 10:40 a.m. 
Distribution Group I Credit 

The course presents an overview of German history via contemporary 
German feature films from World War I, through the Weimar and Nazi 
periods, the postwar years as a Divided Germany into East and West and 
finally a look at the new generation in Post-unification Germany. Taught in 
English. All films are subtitled in English. 
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And coming in Spring 2005... 
BETWEEN RESISTANCE AND COLLABORATION: 

INDIVIDUALS REPSONDING TO NATIONAL SOCIALISM 

FSEM 125/ GERM 125 

LITERARY LOVE AFFAIRS: 
LOVE AND PASSION IN EUROPEAN LITERATURE 

FSEM 129/GERM 129 I 
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Four accept Fulbright scholarship 
by Lindsey Gilbert 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Four Rice seniors will teach or 
study abroad next year as Fulbright 
Scholars. The Fulbright scholarship, 
a federal program funded by the U.S. 
government, finances one year of 
international study or research. 

Music graduate student Steve 
Parker, who earned his degree in 
trombone performance from the 
Shepherd School of Music, said his 
Fulbright proposal reflects his inter-
est in contemporary classical music. 
Parker will travel to Trossingen, 
Germany, where he will experiment 
with new techniques and creative 
performance. 

Classical music in countries like 
Germany is currently much more 
dynamic and exciting than it is in the 
United States, Parker said. 

"Attendance is down for classical 
music concert across the [United 
S t a t e s ] h e said. "But the opposite is 
true in Germany — classical music-
is flourishing." 

Parker said he has lived abroad 
before. He spent a summer traveling 
to various cities in Ireland, where he 

performed as a street musician with 
an informal jazz ensemble. 

Parker will attend Hochschule Fiir 
Musik, a music conservatory. 

Two of the Fulbright winners will 
return to countries where they stud-
ied abroad as undergraduates. 

Lovett College senior Mariel Dav-
enport Pollock received a Fulbright 
Teaching Fellowship, which will allow 
her to return to France. Davenport 
Pollock, an English and economics 
major, studied in Paris for a semester 
during her junior year. 

Davenport Pollock will teach 
English language classes to high 
school students in Versailles. Dav-
enport Pollock said she hopes to 
continue traveling and learning 
about foreign cultures throughout 
her life. After completing the Ful-
bright, she may attend graduate 
school or law school. 

"I definitely want to be a kind of 
internationalist and have a job that 
reflects my interests in international af-
fairs and foreign cultures," she said. 

Jones College senior Sirish 
Kishore will return to Spain, where he 
spent his junior year doing research 
at a medical institute. 

"I loved it there, so I wanted to go 
back really badly," he said. 

Kishore will investigate the ef-
fect of tobacco use combined with 
genetic background among bladder 
cancer patients. 

A biochemistry and Spanish 
major, Kishore deferred his medi-
cal school admission to accept the 
Fulbright. 

Will Rice College senior Tanvir 
Hussain also deferred medical 
school admission and will spend a 
year in England at University College 
London. Hussain said he will enter 
a revolutionary program in UCL's 
Department of Epidemiology and 
Public Health. Hussain will be the 
first American and one of the first 15 
people in the world to earn a masters 
of science in social epidemiology, a 
relatively new field involving disease 
patterns and the social factors that 
influence them. 

"Coming back to the United States 
with this degree will allow me to do 
a lot of new things in medicine and 
community health," he said. 

Wiess senior Martha Jeong was 
also named a Fulbright Scholar but 
chose to pursue other plans. 
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THE THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

MAY27, 2004. 

t o n i g h t and 
t o m o r r o w 

I'M JUST A 
SWEET 

TRANSVEST1TE 

If you consider yourself 

a serious film or musical 

person, then you cannot 

miss John Cameron 

Mitchell's utterly fabu-

lous rock opera Hedwig 

and the Angry Inch at 

the River Oaks. Tonight 

the cast from Fitzgerald's 

performs the songs live. 

Tonight and tomorrow 

at midnight. 

The River Oaks Theater. 

2100 West Gray Street. 

Call (713) 866-8881 for 

more information. 

o n g o i n g 

SKETCHES 

See the drawings of Jas-

per Johns and Richard 

Serra at the Museum of 

Fine Arts, Houston. 

Through June 20. The 

Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston. The Audrey 

Jones Beck Building, 

5601 Main Street. 

o n g o i n g 

ITS ALL 
GREEK TO ME 

The Alley Theatre pres-

ents the always-fun 

A Funny Thing Happened 

on the Way to the Forum. 

Both Nathan Lane and 

Whoopi Goldberg 

immortalized the lead 

role on Broadway. 

Tonight at 8 p.m.. tomor-

row at 2:30 and 8 p.m., 

Sunday at 2:30 and 7:30, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday at 7:30. 

The Alley Theatre. 

615 Texas Avenue. 

êsammys 
First awarded in 1980, the Sammys are 

the Thresher's way of recognizing Rice theater 
productions. Nominations are solicited from and 
voted on by the Rice theater community. 

Comments are quotes taken from Thresher 
reviews or are notes from the editorial staff. 

plays 
nominees 
• Don't Dress for Dinner (Brown) 
• Terra Nova (Players) 
winner 
• Red Scare on Sunset (Rice 
Players) 

"RedScare has the priceless com-
bination ofagrea t script and fantastic, 
richly conceived characters , which 
allows the talented actors to tr iumph 
and entertain." 

best student-writte 
la 

B 

i u 
nominees 
• ' T h e Man Who Would Be Pimp," 
Scott Banks (PLAY2003) 
• "Sure He ' s Not Funny, But Can 
He Cook?", Corey Cogswell, (Will 
Rice) 
winner 
• "Swallowing for Two," Stephen 
Fell, (M artel Take Ten) 

Fell does not shy away from poten-
tially inflammatory and controversial 
subject matter, all while confront ing 
the difficult issue of abortion with wit, 
intelligence and sophistication. 

nominees 
• "A Father Son Chat" (MartelTake 
Ten) 
• ' T h e Man Who Would Be Pimp" 
(PLAY2003) 
winner 
• "Swallowing for Two" (Martel 
Take Ten) 

"Swallowing for Two" succeeds 
because ofStephen Fell's razor-sharp 
script and a convincing, engaging 
lead p e r f o r m a n c e by M i c h e l l e 
Precourt . 

JOANNA MURPHY/THRESHER 

Bioenglneering graduate student Kurt 
Kasper in the Sid Richardson College 
production of The Best Little Whore-
house In Texas. 

best clirecto 
nominees 
• Kevin Brown, Othello (Baker) 
• Adriana Ramirez, Picasso at the, 
Lapin Agile (Lovett) 

winner 
• Ben B u r f o r d , 
Don'/ Dress for Din-
ner (Brown) 

"Burford 's sure-
f o o t e d d i r e c t i o n 
e n s u r e s that the 
play doesn ' t col-
l apse u n d e r t h e 
demands of its am-
bitious script." 

KATIE STREET/THRESHER 

Clockwise from left: Baker College sophomore Elyse Freeman, Martel College senior Maeve Qulgley, Lovett Ccii^g* 
senior Jason Pallas, Sid sophomore Elizabeth Mima and Will Rice sophomore Jacob Dickerman In the Beat Play, the Rice 
Players' production of Red Scare on Sunset. 

best acto I 
nominees 
• N i c k C o l l i n s , Terra Nova 
(Players) 
• Rick Spu lor, ,4rf (Wiess) 
winner 
• Victor Udoewa, Othelio (Baker) 

" U d o e w a ' s p a s s i o n a t e ac t ing 
c o m e s to play even more during 
his scenes with Desdemona. Their 
chemis t ry is beautiful and makes 
the dissolution of their characters ' 
r e l a t i o n s h i p even m o r e pa in fu l 
to watch." 

best actress 
nominees 
• Anna C o c h e m e , Terra Nova 
(Players) 
• Kate Gurba , And Baby Makes 
Seven (Players) 
winner 
• Cathy Clack, The Vagina Mono-
logues (Lovett) 

"Clack 'senthusiasm and blunt at-
titude make even the most squeamish 
gynecological topics funny." 

the play's token femme fatale, she 
also c r ea t e s some of the show's 
funniest moments. 

musicals 
best musical 
nominees 
• Assassins Gones) 
• The Best Little Whorehouse in 
Texas (Sid) 
winner 
• You're a Good Man, Charlie 
Broum! (Lovett) 

"From the first rumbl ing piano 
chords of the now-famous Charlie 
Brown t heme music, we can sense 
we're in for that rarest of experi-
ences: a musical that knows how 
to be pleasant without resor t ing to 
cloying sentimentality." 

winner 
• Wes Gunter, You're a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown! (Lovett) 

"Everv detail of the production 
indicates that director Wes Gunter 
enjoyed the opportuni ty to recall 
childhood experiences, both hope-
l e s s and happy. T h i s in fec t ious 
enthusiasm is the most compelling 
reason to see Charlie Brown " 

nominees 
• A n d r e w E n g r o f f , Assassins 
Gones) 
• Jon I>evy, Assassins Gones) 
winner 
• Matt Tramel, Assassins Gones) 

As John Wilkes Booth, Tramel 
del ivers an in tense p e r f o r m a n c e 
which combines both comic and 
tragic elements. 

best supporting acto 
nominees 
• Scott Banks, Othello (Baker) 
• Corey Cogswell, Picasso at the 
iMpin Agile (Lovett) 
winner 
• Jacob Dickerman, Terra Nova 
(Players) 

Dickerman possesses impressive 
stage presence and delivery, while 
his constant bickering with co-star 
Scott Banks provides much-needed 
comic relief. 

est supporting: actres 1 
nominees 
• Carla Martinez, Don't Dress for 
Dinner (Brown) 
• Maeve Quigley, Red Scare on 
Sunset (Players) 
winner 
• Liz Minis, Red Scare on Sunset 
(Players) 

Whi le Minis p o s s e s s e s a se-
ductive, vampy quality as Marta , 

JENNIFE R M O l HOLT/THRF Sl i r II 

Hanszen College sophomore Jon Levy 
in the Jones College production of 
Assassins. 

best directo 
nominees 
• A m a n d a B r o c k , Assassins 
(Jones) 
• Emily Gray, The Best Little Whore-
house in Texas (Sid) 

nominees 
• Kristin Jefferson, The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas (Sid) 
• Becky Shim, You 're a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown! (Lovett) 
winner 
• Ryann Ferguson, You're a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown! (Lovett) 

" F e r g u s o n t a p s into a s eem-
ingly inexhaustible supply of energy 
for such rapid-fire musical num-
bers as 'Rabbit Chasing ' and 'My 
New Philosophy'. 

nominees 
• Kurt Kasper , The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas (Sid) 
• Jon Levy, You're a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown! (Lovett) 
winner 
• Malt Tramel , You're a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown' (Lovetl) 

" I ramel 's solos in 'Snoopy' and 
Supper t ime ' a re pe r fec t musical 

showcases for the grandiose anticsof 
the only beagle in history to imagine 
himself a World War 1 Hying ace.. . 

Of all the people on stage, Tramel 
seems to be having the most fun." 
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i.fJillilll.l.MillllAWffll 
nominees 
• Ryann F e r g u s o n , Assassins 
Qones) 
• Morgan Gossom, The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas (Sid) 
winner 
• L a u r e n H o l m e s , Assassins 
(Jones) 

Holmes adds a dash of fun and 
humor as a suburban housewife 
devoted to Charles Manson. 

nominees 
• Chr i s Bur t , Hello, llamlet! 
(Wiess) 
• Andy Einhorn, You 'rea Good Man, 
Charlie Brown! (L>vett) 
winner 
• Andy Einhorn, Assassins (Jones) 

'The musical direction of Sid Rich-
ardson College senior Andy Einhorn 
was solid . . . and the musicianship 
of the orchestra was apparent." 

Dane Powell's sound design is 
both crisp and effective. 

i 8 i 3 3 « r a « i n E n a f l 

nominees 
• Colin Bauer, Adam Wulf and 
Dr. Bill Wilson, Hello Hamlet (Wiess) 
• Troy Schied, Othello (Baker) 
winner 
• Ju l i e H a g a r , Terra Nova 
(Players) 

"Set designer Hanszen College 
junior Julie Hagar smartly chose this 
minimalist approach—there isreally 
no better way to convey the barren, 
frozen landscape." 

outstanding 

contribution 

nominees 
• Amanda Brock, You're a Good 
man, Charlie Brown! (Lovett) 
• Aleza Moore, Kiss Me Kate 
(Hanszen) 
winner 
• Katie Weisman, The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas (Sid) 

'The shi >w's choree igraphy is b< >t h 
fun and cute, while also capitalizing 
on the production's sexy subject 
matter." 

SIHAIll SIMM AIR/IIIRt Sill 11 
The Director of Multicultural Affairs. 
Cathy Clack in the February produc-
tion of The Vagina Monologues. 

technical 

• Husur. bsiienrofier and tan iiar-
n i t , Red Scare on Sunset (Players 
• Ian ( ia r reU. Terra Nora 
(Players) 
winner 
« Mall (ieti. Assassins (Jones) 

" The subtly of the lighting high-
lighted the artistrv of the set." 

est costume 

winners 
• Andy Einhorn 
• Ryann Ferguson 
• MattTramel 

If you have read through this 
year's Sammy nominations, these 
names are already very familiar. 

Einhorn received a nomination 
for his musical direction of You're 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown! and 
won the award for Best Musi-
cal Accompaniment for his work 
on Assassins. 

All three individu-
als contributed 
so much this year 
that it was only 
fair to honor all 
three 

Ferguson received a mention 
for her support ing performance 
as would-be assass in Squeaky 
Erome in Assassins and won the 
Best Actress prize for her per-
formance in You're a Good Man. 
Charlie Brown!. 

Tramel also received dual mention 
this year — he took home the Best 
Actor and SupportingActorprizesfor 
his musical performances in .Assas-
sms and You're a Good Man. Charlie 
Brown!, respectively. 

All three individuals contributed 
MI much this year that it was only fair 
to honor all three 

•v.:'-. • ' - • 
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Fixing above the radar now 
Shefea Majors examines a work of art at the 41st annual student art exhibit. The "Under the Radar" themed e> 
hibit ran from April 22-May 8. In celebration of the theme, the Rice Art Gallery was adorned with miniature bais 
wood gliders, many of which were given away to children who visited the exhibit 
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editors' picks 
• '<= 

nominees 
• Leesie Pool, The Best Little Whore-
house in Texas (Sid) 
• Leesie Pool, Othello (Baker) 
winner 
• Leesie Pool, You're a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown! (Lovett) 

"Lovett College senior Leesie 
Pool's costumes are true to the 
simple, solid colors worn by the 
characters in Schultz's comic strip, 
and we smile in recognition of the yel-
low-and-black Charlie Brown outfit 
that resembles nothing so much as 
a Pac-Man with fangs." 

nominees 
• Dane Powell. Red Scare on Sunset 
(Players) 
• Karl Balsana Terra Nora (Play-
ers) 
winner 
• Dane Powell, And Baby Makes 
Seven (Players) 

Jonathan Schumann 
Editor 

College theater is a great place to exfieri-
inent. Directors and student-writers have the 
opportunity to explore controversial and pro-
ve icative subject matters.whileperformerswho 
have never been on stage have the chance to 
show off unforeseen talent. 

Thisyear, Rice theater has offered audiences 
femme fatales, would-be assassins, seafaring 
pirates and even cartoon characters. 

One of the most rewarding nights of theater 
was Martel Take, Ten, a collection of six student-
written plays, which offered a great variety of 
themes. Set in a broad array of places — from 
Venice to a baseball game to a Chinese restaurant 
to a bachelor party — these plays provided a 
great outlet for raw talent. 

Martel College junior Stephen Fell's "Swal-
lowing for Two" was clearly the evening's high 
point. Fell's brave decision to grapple with the 
concept of and motivation behind abortion is 
staggering. It is amazing that a student play-

MATT . .aKWVt' tt, TttntSHtR 
Jacob Dlckerman and Cordon Dekock 
discuss the play Dlckerman wrote for 
Martel Take Ten, entitled "A Father 
Son Chat." 

wright could take such a potentially inflamma-
tory dramatic set up as a couple arguing over 
abortion and have it come off so well. 

Will Rice College sophomore Jacob Dicker-
man's "A Father Son Chat" was also noteworthy 
and provided great dialogue, sharp characteriza-
tion and much-needed comic relief. 

As usual, the Rice Players provided several 
noteworthy productions. Their spring produc-
tion Red Scare on Sunset was t he most success-
ful — a great mix of farce and intrigue. With 
outstanding comic work from Sid Richardson 
college sophomore Liz Mims and Martel 
College senior Maeve Quiglcy, this was as 
entertaining as college theater gets. Director 
Mark Ramont's visual scheme, with lighting 
and sound cues to '50s Hollywood and film 
noir, added a cinematic effect. 

And this year, as it does every year, Tlte 
Vagina Monologues provided a great evening of 
socially cons*, ious theater. The performances 
by I) irec tor of M it It icu It ural Af fairs Cathy C lack, 
Hanszen College senior Anna Cochcme and 
h>vctt College junior Adriana Ramirez were 
particularly impressive. 
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'Bon voyage' a delectable French farce that spoofs WWII films 
Carlv Kocurek 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

If the world of cinema were a res-
taurant menu, Bon voyage would be 
something like death by chocolate— 
there isnorealnutritionalvalue, but it's 
delicious anyway. 

'bon voyage' 

in t h e a t e r s 
Rating: • • • • 

(out of five) 

Bon voyage is a World War 11 
film set on the eve of the German 
occupa t ion of F rance . T h e film 
follows Freder ic (the lovely Gre-
gori Derangere of The Landlords), 
an aspiring writer who is doggedly 
devoted to the g lamorous and con-
niving Viviane Denvers (The Story 
of Ad ele IT s Isabelle Adjani). When 
a man dies under suspicious circum-
stances at Viviane's apar tment , she 
calls on Frederic, who, of course, 
ge t s left with the rap sheet as darling 
Viviane waltzes into the a rms of an 
await inggovernment official (Cyrano 
de Bergerac's Gerard Depardieul-

T h e plot gets even more compli-
cated when the Nazis head toward 
France, and the French government 
—alongwith the beautiful and wealthy 
— converge on the Hotel Splendide 
in Bourdeaux. Frederic tracks down 
Viviane and meets Camille (Virginie 
Ledoyen) , a physic ian 's assistant 
desperate to protect her employer and 
the world's only heavy water. 

As far as plots go , this one is set 
for high drama. Thank goodness it 

instead g o e s the direction of farce, 
inc t >rporat ing a type of physical a nt ics 
and calculated overacting that have 
not been used so effectively since 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels. 

Director Jean-Paul Rappeneau 
does an excellent job of keeping the 
laughs on track even ast he film builds 
suspense . Audiences who do not 
quite fall for the humorwil l be easily 
seduced by the superb acting. 

Adjani's Viviane is a believable 
screen siren, able to weasel her way 
out of almost any situation with a few 
well-planned s< >bs, and in the handsof 
I^edoyen, Camille 'scharacter—intel-
ligent and driven with a deep sense 
of ethics — is the perfect foil. 

Even as he ages , D e p a r d i e u 
r ema ins one of French c inema ' s 
great s t rengths, and his on-screen 
c h a r i s m a r e m a i n s u n b l e m i s h e d . 
But the real treat of the movie is 
Derangere , who is absolutely cap-
tivating as Frederic. In many ways, 
the s t ruggl ing writer is the straight 
man in the film, contrasted against 
Viviane's histrionics and the madcap 
h i j inksofh i s friend Kaoul (although 
Yvan At tal's impeccable comedic tim-
ing leaves little to be desired). 

As a whole, Bon voyage is an 
e n t e r t a i n i n g , fulf i l l ing film. T h e 
c inematography is a well-executed 
send up to the original World War 
II d r a m a s the movie pokes fun at 
and still manages to be watchable. 
Scenes tend to be rich in color, par-
ticularly those that take place in the 
lavish Hotel Splendide. Nothing is as 
pleasurable as shots of the beautiful 
people, part icularly when we are 
seeing the beautiful people behave 
very badly. 

Similarly, costuming is like a great 

COURlfSY SONY PICIIJDIS fNTl IHAIMMIN! 

In director Jean-Paul Rappeneau's new film Bon Voyage, icon Isabelle Adjani plays Viviane Denvers, who Is entangled in a 
love triangle with Frederic, played by Gregorl Derangere. 

day of window-shopping, as Viviane 
changes wardrobe approximately ev-
ery five minutes, shifting from elegant 
evening gowns to smart Chanel-in-
spired suits with fabulous '40s hats. 

Also to its credit , the film does not 
dwell overtly on the science involved 
in heavy water or on the historical 
events su r round ing the action of 
the film. Anv relevant information is 

divulged seamlessly within the film, 
making the film easier for viewing. It 
does not assume agreat dealof knowl-
edge on the part of the viewer. 

This is not exactly a foreign film 
for the audience foreign fi lms usu-
ally draw in the United States. It is 
not very hard-hitting and, although 
well executed, ha s little more depth 
to it than a really fabulous piece of 

cake. It's the kind of en ter ta inment 
meant to be consumed and enjoyed, 
but it certainly will not keepyou up at 
nights thinking. This is a great movie 
for a night when you just want to see 
a movie that revels in quality and 
enter ta inment for its own sake. 

There is nothing overtly highbrow 
about Bon voyage, aside from the sub-
titles. And those have to be forgiven. 
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we OF PEN CONFIDENT/RL 
C0HSUL TRTIONS OHO COUNSELING 

SERVICES TO HELP STUDENTS 
RDORESS SOC/RL RMO EMOTiOMRL 
PROBLEMS MICH NRY INTERFERE 
WITH THEIR UFO HT RlCE HMD TO 
PROMOTE CONTINUED EMOTWNHL 

GROWTH HMO RCRDENIC SUCCESS 

U/E PRO WOE CONFIDENTIAL. 
OH-CRMPUS HERLTH CORE FOR 
ILLNESS RNO INJURY HS WELL 
RS PHYSICRL EHRMINR TIONS, 
CONTRACEPTIVE COUNSELING, 

PRP SHERRS. RLLERGY SHOTS, 
RNO OTHER SERWCES. 

www. RICE. EOU/HERL TH 
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Fall 2004 Meningococcal 
Meningitis Vaccine Clinic 

Wednesday, August 25th 

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Morton L. Rich Health and Wellness Center 

The American College Health Association estimates 

that 100 to 125 cases of meningococcal disease occur 

annually on college campuses and 5 to 15 students die 

as a result. For more information, visit 

http://acha.org/projects_programs/meningitis. 

Maxim Health Systems will be collaborating with the 

Rice Student Health Cluster to provide immunization 

clinics for the prevention of meningitis, a potentially 

fatal bacterial infection that causes inflammation of 

the membrane surrounding the brain and spinal cord. 

Rate per Immunization $90 

Maxim will be accepting cash, checks and credit card 

payments on the day of the clinic. 

Call 713-348-2773 for more information. 

http://acha.org/projects_programs/meningitis
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Men's, women's track teams win WAC titles 
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Sophomore Funmi Jimoh competes in the long jump at the WAC Championships May 14 at the Rice 
Track/Soccer Stadium. Jimoh placed second in the event and was the meet's high point scorer. 
Jimoh and 13 other Owls will compete at the NCAA regional meet May 28-29 in College Station. 

Senior Ryan Harlan (left) and junior Ben Wiggins race in the 110-meter hurdles last weekend at the 
Western Athletic Conference Championships. Wiggins won the event and Harlan was the meet's high 
point scorer. They will compete at the NCAA regional meet with nine of their teammates. May 28-29. 

Women win fourth title in five years Men take first WAC championship 
by Dylan Hedrick 
fHRl-SHER EDITORIAL STAI* 

The women's track and field team won its 
fourth Western Athletic Conference outdoor 
track and field championship in five years last 
weekend at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. 
Now that the Owls have achieved one season 
goal—the conference championship—the team 
next competes at the NCAA regionals May 28-29 
in College Station. 

"Now it's the best of the best," sophomore 
Funmi Jimoh said. "The competition is harder, 
so we have to really focus and put our minds 
to what we're doing. We're all in good shape 
— we just need to focus on the technical things 
of each of our events. We're all ready and all 
excited and all confident." 

The Owls will send 14 athletes to the 
regional meet, and head coach Victor Lopez 
said he hopes that Rice's fine-tuning over 
the next week will allow five or more to ad-
vance to the NCAA National Championships 
June 9-12 in Austin. 

"Wel'rel touching different components 
— sprinters working on starts , distance 
people working on their rhythm, relays work-
ing on their exchanges," Lopez said. "I call 
it f inesse — like a ballerina — trying to get 
the beauty of the technical aspects." 

At tlu* WAC meet. Rice scored atotal of 161.5 
team points, narrowly defeating LouisianaTech 
University, which finished with 155 points. 

"Becauseofthetyix'ofteam we have, we always 
have a chance to win the conference champion-
ship," Lopez said. "We knew that we would be 
one of the two teams that would be battling for 
the championship, but everything had to full in 

place. We needed some breaks for our athletes 
— all our athletes had to perform to the best of 
their capabilities, and that happened." 

The Owls were led by Jimoh, who won 
the High Point Award at the meet by total-
ing 24.5 points. In individual events, Jimoh 
placed second in the 100-meter hurdles in 
13.66 seconds, second in the long jump with 
a jump of 20-1 3/4 inches and fourth in the 
high jump, topping 5-8. 

"1 just had to learn to take each event one 
at a time — while I'm high jumping. I'm just 
thinking about high jump; while I'm long 
jumping. I'm just thinking about long jump," 
Jimoh said. "When I take it one at a time, it 
makes it go by easier rather than getting 
stressed out thinking, '1 have all these events.' 
[Lopez] helped me to keep that balance and 
keep that focus in each event and not let the 
stresses of them cross over." 

The Owls jumped out to an early lead 
Friday when senior Ruthann Gairdner won 
the heptathlon after the event was postponed 
Thursday due to heavy rain. In defending her 
conference heptathlon title, Gairdner totaled 
a school-record 5,283 points, winning the long 
jump and the 800-meter run and taking second 
in the javelin. Sophomore Flo Nwagwu and 
freshman Jasmine Davis combined for five 
team points in the heptathlon by finishing in 
sixth and seventh place with 4,030 and 4,016 
points, respectively. 

Senior Shannon M u r t o and jun ior 
Sarah Voder almost tied in the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase, as Murto's fourth-place time 
of 10:51.58 was just 0.06 seconds ahead of 

by Dylan Hedrick 
HIRI-MII R I IHTOKIAI S'lAl l 

After 11 years as head men's track and 
field coach, Jon Warren Clones '88) finally 
achieved his goal when Rice won the West-
ern Athletic Conference Outdoor Track 
and Field title May 12-15. It was the Owls' 
first outdoor track and field conference 
championship since 1971 and its first ever 
in the WAC. 

The next test for Rice will be the NCAA 
regional meet May 28-29 in College Station, 
and Warren said he believes the Owls could 
be the best track team in the state. 

"We're going to regionals now, and I'd 
like to beat Texas and UH," Warren said. 
"We have an outside shot at being the best 
team in Texas with our best versus their 
best — no garbage points." 

On Wednesday, the first day of the WAC 
meet, the Owls jumped out to an early lead, as 
senior Ryan Harlan won all five events to lead 
the decathlon with 4,089 points. Senior team-
mates Brad Butterfield and David Jacobs to-
taled 2,936and 2.531 points in fifth and eighth 
place, respectively, after the first day. 

I leavy rain on Thursday caused the cancel-
lation of the remainder of the decathlon, but 
the Owls returned strong on day three to take 
the team lead through six events. 

In his individual events on day three. Har-

sixth in the javelin, and sophomore Luke Stadel 
took sixth in the shot put. 

The ()wlsdoubled up in the 10,000-meter run. 
as sophomore Marcel Hewamudalige finished in 
second in 31:19.08, while sophomore Scott Loftin 
also scored, finishing fifth in 31:51.82. 

In a surprising move, the WAC then decided 
to reschedule the remainder of the decathlon 
for Saturday. Harlan was unaffected, as he went 
on build such a commanding lead that he did 
not even need to complete the final event, the 
1,500 meters. The rescheduling did benefit 
the Owls in the end, though, as Butterfield 
improved from fifth place to fourth. 

With the 10 points in the decathlon, Harlan 
scored 41 points overall and was awarded the 
meet's High Point Award. 

"Harlan being a 41-point guy and winning 
the decathlon the way he did was amazing," 
Warren said. "In the end, he did 16 events in 
four days. He had season bests in the high 
jump, the1 shot put and the hurdles; he medaled 
in the shot, the pole vault and the 110i-ineter 
hurdles I. When he finished the 110's. tears 
almost came to my eyes." 

Junior Ben Wiggins also had an impressive 
meet, winning both the 110-meter and 400-meter 
hurdles in 115.82 and 49.87, respectively. 

Senior Jeremy Hurd, sophom< 
Spear, senior Daniel Pessing anc d \\ 
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lan scored 18 points. 1 
pole vault, clearing 16 
shot put throw of 52-2 1, 
fifth in the javelin with 

Other Rice athlete 
field events. Sophomor 

le took second in the 
3/4. was third with a 
'2 inches and finished 
a mark of 183-2. 
s also scored in the 
• Rvan Walsh finished 

composed the Owls' first-pla 
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0 W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN SPORTS 
Friday 5 / 2 8 7 p.m. 

Saturday 5 / 2 9 2 p.m. 

game 2 

Sunday 5 / 3 0 1 p.m. 

Friday-Sunday 6/4-6 

Baseball vs. Louisiana Tech (Reckling Park) 
Counting down the days until C-USA and a better RPI 

Baseball vs. Louisiana Tech (Reckling Park) 
Baseball vs. Louisiana Tech (Reckling Park) 

Baseball vs. Louisiana Tech (Reckling Park) 

Baseball — NCAA regional 

I don't buy the "Rice students are apathetic" 
line. As with plays or concerts at Rice, if those 
involved let other students know that their sup-
port is important to the event's success, the 
student body responds. In the absence of such 
encouragement, events are sparsely attended. 

The men's tennis team has made a habit of 
involving itself in campus life, and the student 

body responded, as more than a hundred Rice 
students attended the WAC championship 
match in the middle of final exams. Then, 
with the Barkers' doubles match at a critical 
juncture, the crowd summoned itsrowdy best, 
which may have helped the Barkers win 

It certainly didn't hurt. 
—Amber Obermeyer 
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Owls priming for postseason 
by Jonathan Yardley 

TH Rl< si 1KR EUITC )R1AL STAFF 

With an eighth consecutive 
Western Athletic Conference cham-
pionship in hand, the third-ranked 
baseball team has set its sights on 
earning a top-eight national seed for 
the NCAA tournament and the right 
to host a super regional for the third 
consecutive year. 

The Owls have never lost a 
postseason tournament at Reckling 
Park, now in its fifth season; Rice 
has won three consecutive regional 
championships and back-to-back 
super-regional series. Head coach 
Wayne Graham, however, pointed 
to the 1997 and 1999 postseasons, 
when Rice reached the College World 
Series without hosting a regional (the 
Owls did host the 1999 super regional 
at the Astrodome). 

"(Hosting! is an advantage, obvi-
ously, but we're prepared if we have 
to go on the road, because a national 
seed is not a sure thing because of 
the RP1," Graham said. 

The Owls hope their RPI, eighth 
nationally through May 16, and 
39-9 record will earn them a national 
seed for the third straight year. Rice 
was seeded fourth in 2002 and fi fth in 
2003 on its way to the national cham-
pionship. Losing two of three games 
against the University of Hawaii 
May 7-9 hurt Rice's chances, but 
familiar rivals like No. 1 Stanford 
University and No. 2 University of 
Texas have also lost recent series. 

"I don't think there's a dominant 
team out there," Graham said. 
'Texas' hitting is suspect, and the 
left side of [its] infield is suspect. 
Stanford's pitching is suspect. Prob-
ably Stanford has the best hitting 
team in the country." 

Before the postseason begins, 
however, Rice faces a road series 
against conference foe Fresno State 
University and a four-game homes-
tand against WAC doormat Louisiana 
Tech University. The NCAA will 
announce the bracket and national 
seeds for its tournament May 31. 

As usual, dominant pitching 
— the staff ERA of 2.31 ranks first 
nationally — leads the Owls. Junior 
right-handers Philip Humber, Wade 
Townsend, Josh Baker and Jeff 
Niemann (who returned Saturday 
after missing more than a month 
with a groin injury) constitute the 
nation's best group of four pitchers. 
Last weekend's sweep of Nevada 
was the second time this season 

Rice has not allowed an earned run 
in a three-game series. Townsend 
said the return of Niemann will help 
Rice's postseason chances. 

"It makes all the difference in the 
world," Townsend said. "Whether 
he's a closer or whether he's a 
starter ... what he does is just get 
in the other team's head, and he 
makes everybody else's job easier 
if we can rely on him." 

Head coach Wayne Graham said 
Baker is the most likely to work out 
of the bullpen in the postseason. 

"Niemann is obviously one of the 
best pitchers in college baseball when 
he's healthy, and if he gets healthy, he's 
going to be a starter," Graham said. 

While the Big Four have pitched 
well all season, the Owls' bullpen has 
recently blossomed — sophomore 
left-hander Matt Ueckert, sophomore 
right-hander Eddie Degerman and 
freshman right-hander Adam Hale 
have all pitched well of late. Rice also 
relies on its defense, led by the always 
steady and often spectacular play of 
junior shortstop Paul Janish. 

"Our defense has been pretty 
solid the past couple weeks," 
freshman second baseman Josh 
Rodriguez said. "We have one of the 
best shortstops over there — his 
leadership carries over to the other 
guys, and we just feed off of him." 

Janish and Rodriguez have com-
bined with Ueckert at first base and 
junior third baseman Clay Reichen-
bach on the other corner to solidify 
a defense with an above-average 
fielding percentage of .975. 

Offensively, several players have 
stepped up in recent weeks, and the 
weekend series against Nevada saw 
a surge in extra-base hits for the 
Owls. Sophomore rightfielder I>ance 
Pendleton hit four home runs in a 
three-game span to take the team 
lead with 10 home runs and a .606 
slugging percentage. 

"I'm just getting some pitches 
and actually getting to hit them," 
Pendleton said. "Sometimes you 
get the pitches, sometimes you 
don't... . It's baseball, and for some 
reason we're scoring a few runs off 
Nevada. I don't know if there's any 
reason to explain it." 

Junior catcher/first baseman 
Adam Rodgers, catching every game 
in the Hawaii and Nevada series due 
to a groin injury to freshman catcher 
Travis Reagan, has raised his average 
from .324 to a team-high .353, taken 
the team doubles lead with 15 and 
tied for the RBI lead with 49. 

Y^elcome 
New Students! 

Are you 

bringing a 

computer 

to campus? 

Don't worry. Computing 

resources, including labs, 

are available to you. 

From your college room, you can access 
the campus network and Internet. A 
College Computing Associate can help 
you connect when you arrive in the fall. 

Information Technology 
provides computing services and 
support to the Rice community. 

* help 
• training classes 
* labs & software 
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STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Sophomore first baseman Matt Ueckert dives for a ball May 16 against Nevada. The Owls won 9-2 on the strength of Josh 
Rodriguez's three-run home run and swept the season series, outscoring the Wolf Pack 81-9 in six games. Rice travels to 
Fresno State this weekend for three games before hosting La. Tech May 28-30 in its final WAC series of the season. 

Baseball clinches eighth WAC title 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The baseball team earned a 
much-needed road win against 
Big 12 Conference opposition Tues-
day in a 6-4 triumph over Baylor 
University in Waco, Tex. 

Junior catcher/f irst baseman 
Adam Rodgers and f r e shman 
second baseman Josh Rodriguez 
each drove in three runs, while 
junior right-hander Philip Hum-
ber pitched out of the bullpen to 
earn his team-high 11th win of the 
season. Senior rightfielder Austin 
Davis collected three hits on the 
night, and his fifth-inning single 
was the 291st hit of his Rice career, 
giving him the most in school his-
tory. Davis passed Eric Arnold, 
currently playing in the Toronto 
Blue Jays' organization. Arnold 
broke Houston Astros star Lance 
Berkman's record in 2002. 

"My goal was to play college ball 
at Rice University in town in front of 
my home fans," Davis said. 'To be 
up there with those names is just a 
dream come true." 

Rodgers gave Rice a 1-0 lead in 
the third inning with an RBI double 
that scored senior centerfielder 
Chris Kolkhorst. After Kolkhorst and 
Davis singled in the fifth, Rodgers 
hit a sharp single through the left 
side to plate both runners for a 3-1 
edge. Rodriguez added the remain-
ing offense, singling in a run in the 
fifth and driving in two more with 
a ninth-inning triple. Davis said the 
win was crucial in Rice's stretch drive 
toward the postseason. 

"It's huge for us, especially com-
ing into the end of the season," Davis 
said. "A game on the road against a 
Big 12 team with a good RPI — get-
ting that win is awesome." 

Rice has won five games in a row 
and has had 10 or more hits in each 
game, highlighted by its weekend 
series against the University of 
Nevada May 14-16. 

Owls humiliate Nevada 
Rice continued its season-long 

dominance of Nevada, sweeping the 
Wolf Pack, who entered the series in 
second place in the Western Athletic 
Conference, by scores of 14-1. 11-0 
and 9-2 at Reckling Park. The Owls 
outscored Nevada 81-9 in six games 
this season and only failed to reach 
double-digit runs in the final game. 

"We know they're a good team, 
even though we've scored a few runs 
on them, so wecome out ready to play," 
sophomore right fielder I iince Pendle-
ton said. "We wish we could come out 
and beat everyone like this." 

The weekend's most important 
development was that the Rice 
pitching staffgot back on track after 
surrendering 13 total runs in the first 

two games of the Owls' series against 
the University of Hawaii. 

Humber threw seven innings of 
two-hit, shutout baseball and struck 
out 11 on Friday night against Ne-
vada. After hitting five batters in the 
disappointing loss to Hawaii May 7, 
Humber said he started with small 
goals against Nevada. 

'The big news [was] Jeff 
Niemann ... absolutely 
throwing seeds. 

— Lance Pendleton 
Sophomore rightfielder 

"I went out therewith agoal not to hit 
anybody," Humber said. "I didn't really 
throw the ball last week. It was kind of 
a wake-up call for all of us—losing two 
games — and we came out with a lot 
more intensity this weekend." 

Pendleton and Rodgers provided 
the offense, each collecting three 
hits, and third-string sophomore 
catcher Lyndon Duplessis, who had 
one career at-bat before the game, 
made his second appearance of the 
year. Leading off the bottom of the 
eighth inning, Duplessis lined a 
fastball down the right-field line for 
an unlikely home run that evoked 
memories of fellow walk-on Matt 
Moake's homer in his first career 
start Feb. 13. 

"That's the moment of the year 
right there," Humber said. "We know 
I )upc's got it in him — he's taken me 
deep at least once [ in practice) — so 
we're happy to see him get in there 
and get a good swing on the ball." 

Duplessis said he felt the home 
run made up for an unearned run in 
the top of the eighth inning. 

"I'm just pumped because after 
those passed balls giving up the 
shutout, I needed something," 
Duplessis said. "It was an outside 
fastball, and I was thinking, 'Please, 
please stay fair. Please.'" 

It was more of the same Satur-
day, as junior right-hander Wade 
Townsend pitched six shutout innings, 
and Pendleton contributed three more 
hits and another home run. Freshman 
outfielder Adam Hale and junior third 
baseman Clay Reichenbach also went 
deep in the 11-0 win, but the return 
of junior right-hander Jeff Niemann, 
who struck out four of the six batters 
he faced while on a 30-pitch limit, was 
the biggest story. 

"I think the big news tonight isjeff 
Niemann coming out and absolutely 
throwing seeds — 95 miles [per] 
hour, around there," Pendleton said. 
"That's incredible. We need that guy 
so bad, and that's going to help us out 
tremendously." 

Junior right-hander Josh Baker 
completed the dominant pitching per-
formance with seven shutout innings 
Sunday in a 9-2 win. As in its April 16-18 
seriesagainst SanJose State, Rice went 
the entire weekend without giving up 
an earned run. Pendleton, Rodgers, 
I lale and Rodriguez each had two hits 
in the win, with Rodriguez contributing 
a three-run homer. The freshman, 
whose average has risen from .150 
on March 6 to .313, said he is finally 
feeling comfortable at the plate. 

"Coming in, I was a little nervous 
the first couple games — going into 
Minute Maid Park freshman year, 
you don't think about [how) that stuff 
lean affect you I," Rodriguez said. "I'm 
starting to feel more comfortable, 
starting to get in the routine of things 
and starting to go with it." 

The Nevada series went a long 
way toward making up for a very 
disappointing Hawaii trip after the 
team's break for final exams. 

"I think we're finally swinging 
aggressively now," Townsend said. 
"In Hawaii, we were on our heels, 
and we weren't aggressive when we 
should |have been)." 

Rice d rops first WAC ser ies 
s ince ' 01 

In Honolulu March 7-9, Rice was 
not sharp on the mound and lost the 
first two games, 7-5 and 6-5, to drop its 
first WAC series since 2001. The Owls 
required a 13-1 win Sunday just to split 
the season series with Hawaii, 3-3. 

On Friday night, Humber had 
control problems unseen since the 
2003 College World Series, hitting 
five batters and walking three in 
six-and-two-thirds innings of work. A 
home run from junior shortstop Paul 
Janish gave Rice a 5-2 a lead in the fifth 
inning, but the Rainbows rallied to tie 
the game in the bottom of the frame 
and went ahead on a sixth-inning wild 
pitch. The Owls got just one hit in the 
final four innings of the loss. 

The Rainbows continued their hot 
hitting early Saturday, as shortstop 
Brian Finegan hit aleadoffhome run 
against Townsend to set the tone for 
the game. Although Townsend struck 
out 10, he gave up two homers and 
five runs in eight innings. Rice also 
committed three baserunning mis-
takes on the night, and 1 lale walked 
two batters and recorded just one out 
before walking in the winning run in 
the bottom of the ninth. 

Rice responded in Sunday's game, 
however, as Pendleton capped a 
12-pitch at-bat with a two-run homer in 
the top ol the In st Sunday and added 
a solo shot later in the game. Willi 
Bakorpitchingwell, Rice broke the 3-1 
game open by scoring seven runs in 
the seventh. Rodgers led the offense 
with four hits, and Pendleton, Hale 
and sophomore firs) baseman Mall 
Ueckert each drove in three runs. 

V 
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Rice wins Commissioner's Cup 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STATE 

On the greatest weekend for 
Rice athletics since the baseball 
team defeated Stanford last June 
to win Rice's first team national 
championship, the Owls clinched 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Commissioner's Cup Saturday. Tlie 
Cup is awarded to the university 
with the best combined results in 
the 18 WAC-sponsored sports. 

Last Saturday, the Rice's men's 
and women's track and field teams 
both won conference championships 
at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. 
The women's title was their fourth 
in five years, but this year is the 
first time that both the men's and 
women's teams have won conference 
championships in the same year. 
Hie baseball team later secured the 
Owls' third WAC title of the weekend, 
defeating Nevada 11-0. 

Two hundred fifty miles down 
Interstate-10, the men's tennis team 
— which won a WAC title of its 
own earlier this month — defeated 
South Alabama and LSU to advance 
to the Round of 16 of the NCAA 
tournament. 

"IWinning the Commissioner's 
Cup] is obviously a sign of how 
strong we are athletically within 
this conference," Senior Associate 
Athletic Director Steve Moniaci 
said. "Certainly, as a program, it 
shows that we're not just concen-
trating in one sport — that our pro-
gram encompasses all sports." 

Rice's four WAC championships 
constitute the program's second-
most since joining the WAC in 1996. 
In the 1999-2000 school year, the 
Owls won championships in men's 
cross country, women's indoor 
track, women's basketball, women's 
outdoor track and baseball. 

"As a program, certainly this is 
without a doubt the strongest that 
we've ever been," Moniaci said. 
"We've had certain sports that 
have been stronger and weaker 
over the years, but in the 24-plus 
years that I've been here, this is by 
far the strongest that our athletic 
department has been." 

4In one weekend 
... [we had]three 
teams win conference 
championships and 
another qualify for 
nationals.' 

— Jon Warren 
Head men's track coach 

This is only the second year 
the Commissioner's Cup has been 
awarded. In sports where all 10 of 
the conference's teams compete, 
the first-place university receives 10 
points and points decrease in one-
point increments to the last-place 
university, which receives one point. 
In sports where fewer than 10 teams 
compete, the first-place finisher 
receives as many points as teams 
compete in that particular sport, and 
the same one-point increments apply 
down to one pointforlast place. Point 
totals are then summed to determine 
an overall champion. 

Last year, Rice amassed 91 points 
on the strength of three conference 
championships but finished second 
to Southern Methodist University, 
which had 96 points. This year, the 
Owls will finish with 1(X).5 points, 
like Rice, SMU, the University of 

Tulsa and the University of Texas-El 
Paso will leave the WAC for Confer-
ence USA for the 2005-'06 school 
year. 'ITiese universities comprise 
the WAC's best athletic programs 
—SM U will finish second, Tulsa will 
finish third and IJTEP will finish in 
either fourth or fifth depending on 
the remainderofthe baseball season. 
Moniaci said he expected the Owls' 
successes to continue in C-USA 

"I don't see us faring any worse," 
Moniaci said. "It's possible that 
we'll be even better. Baseball will 
be a little more challenged in the 
new league — there are several 
nationally ranked teams in C-USA 
— but that doesn't mean we won't 
continue to win the conference. 
While the level of competition may 
rise, i assume we'll be overall in the 
same position as in this conference 
— at or near at the top." 

With his team's winning its 
first conference championship 
since 1971, head men's track and 
field coach Jon Warren (Jones '88) 
said the successes of Rice's other 
teams only made his team's victory 
sweeter. 

"[The Commissioner's Cupl 
is just more icing on the cake," 
Warren said. 'To sit there and in 
one weekend have three teams win 
conference championships and 
another qualify for nationals — to 
have these athletes doing that well 
is just incredible." 

Moniaci said the achievement 
reflects on commitment by many 
people involved with the Athletic 
Department. 

"It's a great credit to the individu-
als —the coaches and athletes—and 
a great credit to [Athletic Director 1 
Bobby May," Moniaci said. 

May was out of town for the 
week on business and could not 
be reached for comment. 

Women readying for 
regionals, nationals 
WOMEN, from Page 25 

The first blow to the Owls' chances 
came later Saturday in the preliminar-
ies for the 200 meters, when junior 
Yvonne Umeh was injured. 

"lUmeh's injury] made me have 
to look for someone to put in her 
place in the 4x1 [00-meter rclayl," 
Lopez said. "She was also expected 
to score big points in the 100 and 
the 200 [meters], so we lost all that, 
but some other athletes performed 
up to their capabilities and things 
fell in place." 

The Owls got a big boost Saturday 
from sophomore Nina Mayes, who 
won the 100-meter dash in 11.51 and 
took the 200-meter dash in 23.61, 
earning a combined 20 team points. 

"Nina Mayes winning the 100 and 
200 was huge for us because she was 
not favored," Lopez said. "She had 
lost a week of training but came very 
strong and ran two beautiful races." 

Kate Gorry's performances in the 
10,000 meters and the 5,000 meters 
were critical to Wee's team victory. 
Gorry blew away the competition in 
the 10,000, winning in 35:38.63 — 31 
seconds ahead of the second place 
finisher from UTEP—and took third 
in the 5,000 meters in 17:23.78 to earn 
six more points for the Owls. 

"Kate Gorry closed with a big 
third place in the 5,000 meters — we 
have to respect her efforts because 
she ran with a stress fracture, and 
her season is over now," Lopez said. 
"[With Gorry's result in] the 5,000 me-
ters — the second to last event — we 
knew that we had won it. We were 
sweating it all the way through — we 
went to the competition knowing that 
it would not be easy." 

As usual, senior Allison Beck-
ford was strong for the Owls as 

well, winning the 400-meter dash 
and the 400-meter hurdles by more 
than a second each in 52.50 and 
57.19, respectively. 

"We always expect a top perfor-
mance from Allison Beckford," Lopez 
said. "She was injured for two weeks 
I before the meet], so she didn't run 
until Friday at the prelims. She's 
still progressing — we expect her to 
advance to nationals." 

Gairdner finished fifth behind 
Beckford in the 400 hurdles and se-
nior Keia Watkins came in fifth after 
Beckford in the 400 meters. 

With the Owls running on their 
home track, Jimoh said the anticipa-
tion of winning another title began 
to build as more events reached 
their conclusion. 

"We were all kind of worried 
because we're at home and we're 
really used to the track," Jimoh said. 
"You have to force yourself to get 
aroused and excited. Once we got 
into it... toward the end, we realized 
[the men's and women's teams] 
were both going to win, [and] we 
got really excited." 

In addition to her individual 
events, Jimoh was also a part of the 
4x 100-meter relay team, teaming with 
Mayes, Umeh and Watkins to take 
second. With the team championship 
secured, Jimoh, Watkins, Beckford 
and seniorTanya Wright placed third 
in the meet's final event, the 4x4(X)-
meter relay, in 3:44.76. 

In the field events, sophomore 
Krystal Robinson took second in 
the discus with a regional qualifying 
throw of 160-10; senior Beth Hin-
shaw won the pole vault, clearing 
13-3.5 and teammate Ally Daum, 
a senior, tied for fifth, reaching a 
height of 12-3.5. 

Men ride momentum 
to regional championship 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

MEN, from Page 25 
the 4x4, which puts us in the fastest 
heat at the regional meet." 

' You can look around 
and he proud of everyone 
— its like a family.' 

— Ryan Harlan 
Senior decathlete 

Senior Kevin Bowen — running 
alongside Wiggins in the 400-meter 
hurdles—fell duringhisrace but recov-
ered to finish in sixth place in 55.15. 

The 800-meter run and the 
1,500-meter run were also high-
scoring events for the Owls, as they 
finished 1-3-4 in the 800 and 2-3-7 in 
the 1,500. Pessing won the 800-meter 
run in 1:48.26, while senior Adam 
Davis finished third in 1:50.14 and 
freshman Pablo Solares took fourth 
in 1:50.45. Davis and Solares returned 
in the 1,500 to finish in second and 
third place with times of 3:45.87 and 
3:47.80, respectively Freshman Steve 
Magness also added two points to 
Rice's team total with his seventh 
place finish in 3:51.08. 

"There were two great examples 
]of perseverance] during the meet," 
Warren said. "Kevin Bowen fell in the 
400-meter hurdles, got up and finished 
sixth. Another epitome was Steve 
Magness — we asked him to make 
sure the pace was fast in the 1,500 so 
that Pablo and Adam would go out 
hard and not get kicked. Basically, he 
sacrificed individual honors to help the 
team. Steve's and Kevin's effort and 
sacrifice made a huge difference." 

Warren said the athletes were able 
to feed off each other's successes. 

"We won five of 12 running events 
and medaled in all but two of them," 

Warren said. "I've never seen that kind 
of wave — the sports psychologists 
call it momentum—where everyone's 
thinking, 'Now I have to do something 
to keep it going,'even when the [WAC 
title] was wrapped up." 

In the end, Rice took the team cham-
pionship with 2(X) ix)ints, ahead of the 
University of Texas-El Paso's 147 and 
Boise State University's 123. Warren 
said the team drastically exceeded his 
expectations entering the meet. 

"We had hoped for 138 points," 
Warren said. 'That would have been a 
decent meet—not great, not bad. We 
thought it would be really tight against 
UTEP especially, and we weren't sure 
if we could beat them if they had a 
great meet. What happened was a light 
year's difference — guys did things 
unexpected in each event." 

Harlan said he thought the team 
reaped the rewards of its sustained 
efforts in practice in the form of the 
conference title. 

4Harlan winning the 
decathlon the way he did 
was amazing... When he 
finished the 11()[-meter 
hurdlesJ, tears almost 
came to my eyes.' 

— Jon Warren 
Head men's track coach 

"[Winning] means a lot, because 
as a team captain, you always hope 
to win a conference championship," 
Harlan said. "We finally saw all our 
hard work pay off. You can look 
around and be proud of everyone 
— it's like a family." 

Golf finishes ninth at 
WAC tournament 

One year after finishing sixth at 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Championships, the golf team 
concluded its season with a 
disappointing ninth-place finish at 
this year's WAC Championships in 
Fresno, Calif., May 3-5. 

Led by junior Matt Toohey's 
one-over-par 72, the Owls opened 
the 54-hole event May 3 with a team 
score of nine-over 293, which left 
them in an eighth-place tie and just 
nine strokes out of second place. 
Rice's 293 was its sixth-best team 
total of the season. 

On the second day of the 
competition, the Owls fell out 
of contention. They posted a 
score of 296, leaving them 
21 strokes behind leader Southern 
Methodist University. 

Toohey continued to lead Rice, 
shooting two-over 73 for an 18th-
place total of 145. Seniors Winn 
Smith and Ryan Morgan added 
solid two-day scores of 146 and 
147, leaving them in 22nd and 
24th places, respectively. 

Hie Owls shot 308 in the final 
round, cementing their ninth-
place finish 12 strokes behind 
eighth-place University of Hawaii 
but 17 strokes ahead of last-
place Louisiana Tech University. 
Toohey shot his worst round of 
the tournament, a six-over 77, and 
dropped back into a tie for 26th. 

Smith and Morgan also slipped 
in the standings, as they finished 
tied for 31st with identical scores 
of 224. Rounding out the lineup 
for Rice were senior Scott Philips 
in 38th (227) and sophomore 

Parker LaBarge in 50th (237). 
The golf team also signed high 

school seniors Jeff Krakowiak of 
Arizona, Addison Awe of Irving 
and Bobby Thomure of Tomball 
to continue their playing careers 
for the Owls next year. 

— Amber Obermeyer 

Kolkhorst, Townsend 
earn academic honor 

The College Sports Information 
Directors Association of America 
named senior centerfielder Chris 
Kolkhorst and junior right-hander 
WadeTownsend toits I )istrict VI All-
Academic baseball team May 14. 

Kolkhorst and Townsend are 
among 10 st udent-at h letes selected 
from universities in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas on 
the basis of both their athletic and 
academic achievements. 

Kolkhorst, who graduated 
from Rice this year with a B.A. in 
economics and managerial studies, 
amassed a 3.36 grade point average 
and a .348 batting average during 
his three years on South Main. In 
his sophomore and junior seasons 
at Rice, Kolkhorst was an academic 
all-Western Athletic Conference 
selection. As a senior, he has 
started all 47 of the Owls' games in 
center field and leads the Owls with 
a .481 on-base percentage. 

Townsend repeated hisselection 
to the academic all-District team, 
and he garnered second-team 
Academic All-America honors in 
2(X)3. On the field,Townsend ranks 
fi fth nationally with a 1.46 ERA; off 
it, he has compiled a 3.59 GPA as a 

history, economics and managerial 
studies major. Townsend also 
earned academic all-WAC honors 
in each of his previous two seasons 
for the Owls. 

As a result of their all-District 
awards, Kolkhorst and Townsend 
will now be considered for the 
Academic All-America team 
along with honorees from the 
nation's other seven districts, to be 
determined later this month. 

— Rice Sports Information 

Chao wins regional 
sportsmanship award 

Earlythismonth.seniorwomen's 
tennis player Karen Chao received 
a Cissie Leary Sportsmanship 
Award from the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association. 

For each of the eight regions 
in the nation, the ITA awards 
one such honor to a player who 
"displays inspiring dedication 
and commitment to her team 
which has enhanced her team's 
performance and exemplified the 
spirit of college tennis." By virtue 
of this honor, Chao is currently a 
finalist for the nationwide honor. 

A former walk-on, Chao won 
70 singles matches and another 
61 in doubles during her four 
seasons competing for the Owls. 
As a senior this spring, she and 
doubles partner Tracie Chong, a 
junior, compiled a 15-5 record in 
dual matches. 

Chao, from Sid Richardson 
c o l l e g e , g r a d u a t e d f r o m 
Rice this year with a B.S. in 
Bioengineering. 

— Rice Sports Information 
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LSU, NCAA dropped 
regional ball 

T h e timing was eerily perfect last Sunday. 
Within minutes of each other, seniors Richard and 

William Barker fell behind in their doubles match, 
sophomore Robert Searle and f reshman Ben Harknett 
won theirs, and the clouds that had loomed ominously 
throughout the day finally unleashed their downpour. 

T h e t e ams left the c o u r t s 
and sough t cover at 2:20 p.m. 
T h e n the shock ing news came: 
No indoor c o u r t s were avail-
able in the ent i re city of Baton 
Rouge, La. T h e t e ams would 
wait at W.T. Robinson Stadium 
until — g a s p — 4:45 p.m. in 
hopes of be ing able to con t inue 
play outs ide . If (he w e a t h e r 
was still prohibi t ive, the t e a m s 
would travel to a c o u n t r y c lub 
in town that has t h r e e indoor c o u r t s — half as many 
as a re n e e d e d to play an NCAA t enn i s match . 

Being Baton Rouge in spr ing (the city averages 
5.34 inches of rainfall dur ing May, which is even m o r e 
than Houston) , the rain did cont inue , and the t e a m s 
did make the trek indoors. 

Play r e sumed indoors at 6 p.m. Had the t e ams 
s tar ted driving immediately after the rain delay, play 
could have r e s u m e d earlier at the indoor facility Rice 
uses , the Downtown Club at the Met. In Houston. 

In fact. Rice did just that earlier this month when 
it hos ted the Western Athletic Confe rence Champion-
ships. Rain came, but the Athletic Depa r tmen t had 
prepared accordingly. T h e women ' s semilinals moved 
to the Jewish Community Center, and the men ' s t e ams 
went to the Met to play their semifinals. 

Division I Men's and Women's Tennis Committee Chair 
Randall I-angejans, an associate athletic director at North-
ern Arizona University, said an available indoor facility is 
not a requirement for hosting an NCAA tennis regional. 

"It's encouraged," Langejans said. "There ' s a lot of 
schools in the East that don't have t hem, but they've 
made arrangements . When we hosted a championship 
at Texas A&M, they had backup available to go to the 
city of Houston if they needed to. For a regional, it's 
recommended but not required." 

The same is not t rue of the NCAA baseball tourna-
ment. In both 1998 and 1999, Rice was seeded in the 
nation's top eight but did not host a regional because, 
before Reckling Park, the university did not have suit-
able facilities for such an event. While the baseball tour-
nament is slightly different from the tennis tournament 
because the baseball tournament produces significant 
revenue, the underlying principle should be the same: If 
you do not have appropriate facilities, you cannot host. 

While the NCAA's policy needs to change, the larger 
blame lies with LSU. When the t eams arrived at the 
indoor tennis site, middle-aged men were playing what 
appeared to be their weekly match. Th i s is not to belittle 
them, but it is hard to fathom that their match was of 
greater significance than an NCAA regional. Other uni-
vers i t ies— like Rice hosting the WAC Championships, 
for example — have been able to coordinate schedules 
to avoid conflicts at limited-space indoor tennis facilities. 

"When schools fill out the facility evaluation form, we 
obviously go under the presumption that they're able to 
host a decent championship," l a n g e j a n s said. "That's not 
to blame LSU — weather you cannot account for." 

While weather is of course inherently unpredictable, 
host ing an event in the rainy spr ing season in a coastal 
city such as Baton Rouge and not having a contingency 
plan for rain is just asking for a deluge. 

Ironically enough, the delay worked to Rice's advan-
tage. T h e Barkers had a chance to regroup, and their 
opponents had plenty of time to realize the magnitude 
of the situation they were facing — namely, serving 
for the doubles point against the nation's top-ranked 
doubles team. I-SU's home-crowd advantage was 
significantly neutralized with the afternoon-long delay. 
Needless to say, the Barkers came back, and the match 
was all Rice from then onward. 

Serves them right. 

Amber Obermeyer is a Baker College sophomore and 
sports editor 
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Owls in NCAA Sweet Sixteen 
by Amber Obermeyer 

! EDITORIAL STAFF 

Basketball 's Sweet 16 has nothing on 
its tennis counterpar t . 

While the NCAA basketball tourna-
ment na r rows f rom 16 t e a m s to one 
champion over the course of 12 days, 
the tennis championship consists of four 
consecutive days of single elimination 
tomorrow through Tuesday at the Michael 
D. Case Tennis Center in Tulsa, Okla. 

'I We] said that we wanted 
to win the national 
championship. We're still 
playing — we *ve got four 
matches to do it: 

— Richard Marker 
Senior tennis player 

"It's going to be gruel ing, but the way 
1 tell the team to treat it is that if you're 
playing in an individual tournament , you 
have t< i win six matches in six days, singles 
and doubles, so essentially it's no big deal," 
assistant coach Shaheen Ladhani (Sid '97) 
said. ' T h e only difference is that it can be a 
little bit more emotionally draining playing 
a team match." 

The Owls' opening match at the NCAA 
Championships in Tulsa , ()kla. begins to-
morrow at 9 a.m. against former Southwest 
Conference rival Baylor University. T h e 
Bears, seeded third for the tournament , 
have compiled a 28-2 record this season, 
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William Barker returns an overhead against SMU In the championship match of the Western 
Athletic Conference tournament May 2. Rice won the match for Its first-ever WAC title. The 
Owls play Baylor In the round of 16 of the NCAA tournament tomorrow at 9 a.m. 

including two victories over both Oklahoma 
State and Texas A&M, two of the three 
teams that have defeated the Owls (24-3) 
this season. Baylor did not play Alabama, 
the only o ther team to beat Rice. Further-

more, the Bears matched the Owls' 
most impressive accomplishment of the 
season, beating Stanford and California 
on the road. 

See NCAA. Page :i0 

Women fall in WAC semifinals 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

T h e women ' s tennis team concluded a 
season mar red by close losses to highly-
ranked t e a m s with a loss to Fresno State 
University at the Western Athletic Confer-
ence Championships April 30-May 2 at 
Jake Hess Tenn i s Stadium. 

In the WAC tournament quarterf inals 
April 30, the fourth-seeded Owls fell be-
hind Boise State University, the fifth seed, 
early in the doubles point. Sophomores 
Blair DiSesa and Lauren Archer lost 
quickly at the top doubles position, 8-2. 
When that match finished, junior T r a d e 
Chongand senior Karen Chao were ahead 
6-3 at the second doubles spot, but seniors 
Yasmin Fisher and Annie Goodrich had 
fallen behind at the third position. 

Both ma tches soon t ightened, and at 
one point, each match was knotted at (vail. 
With the help of an over ru le in the Owls ' 
favor on g a m e point at the third position, 
both Rice pairs eventually prevailed 8-6. 
Head coach Roger White said Fisher and 
Goodr ich 's comeback helped swing the 
m o m e n t u m toward the Owls. 

Tha t m o m e n t u m car r i ed over into 
s ingles , w h e r e C h o n g , DiSesa, Chao 
and Goodr ich each won her first set 
quickly. DiSesa , r a n k e d 89th nationally 
in s ingles , put the Owls ahead 2-0 with 
her clinical d ispatching of No. 59 Jemima 
Hayward at the top s ing les posit ion. Af-
ter Archer lost at the second spo t ,Chong 
recovered f rom a 3-0 second-set deficit 
to win he r s econd set 6-4 and give Rice 
a 3-1 advan t age in the quar te r f ina l . 

With Chao 's match in a third set, Go-
odrich could not conver t on some break 
{joints at 5-2 in t he second set but did serve 
out ^he match at her first opportunity, 
giving the Owls a 4-1 victory. 

With the win, Rice advanced to the 
semifinals against top-seeded and then-
15th-ranked Fresno State. After playing in 
front of a support ive home crowd in their 
quarterf inal , the Owls had to move their 
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Sophomore Blair OiSesa reaches for a forehand In Rice's victory over Boise State In its WAC 
quarterfinal. The Owls fell to top-seeded Fresno State in the semifinals, ending their season. 

semifinal indoors to the Jewish Community 
Center because of rain, neutralizing their 
home-court advantage. T h e schedule was 
compressed due to the limited availability 
of indoor cour t s , so the semifinal match 
began with singles. 

The favored Bulldogs won quickly at 
the top three positions, meaning the Owls 
needed to win at the fourth, fifth and six 
spots to force singles. While Fisher and Go-
odrich were ahead in their matches , Chao 
had lost the first set and fell behind 40-0 as 
Fresno State 's Vlatka Jovanovic served for 
the match. Chao battled back to 40-30, but 
Jovanovic converted her third match point 
to send the eventual-champion Bulldogs to 
the WAC championship match. 

"It was too bad that with the weather we 
weren't able to play at home," White said. 
' T h e girls fought really hard — we didn't 
play our best tennis, but wecompe ted well 
We've lost a few matches th i s season where 
we've just s t ruggled with our per formance 
even though we competed really hard." 

()ver the course of the season, the ()wls 
played seven teams ranked among the 

nation's top 27. Often, the individual 
ma tches were c lose , and at t imes even 
the dual match was competit ive, but 
Rice came out on the losing end in 
each one of them. 

"We've played a lot of schools that are 
ranked between 10 and 25 really, really 
well," White said. "Some of the matches 
were 4-3 — it's just we came out on the 
losing end of a few < >f th< >se. We 1< >st a litt 1< • 
momentum as the season progressed 
and just didn't quite get it done." 

At the conclusion of the WAC tour-
nament, the Owls were ranked 67th 
nationally and came up just shor t of 
an at-large NCAA bid. White praised 
the sustained e f fo r t s of seniors Chao, 
Fisher and Goodrich. 

"They've done a great job," White 
said. "They came to a program that 
was unranked and moved the program 
to its highest ranking in live years, 
finishing in the top 75 — it's a great 
accomplishment ." 

While said the Owls have signed 
four players for the fall season. 

i 
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Tennis wins NCAA 
regional tournament 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAKE 

Neither a four-hour rain delay 
nor a move indoors (See Column, 
Page 28) could derail the men 's tennis 
team from the path toward itsultimate 
goal: a national championship. 

Despite being ranked Hth na-
tionally entering the NCAA tourna-
ment, Rice did not receive one of 
l(i national seeds. As a result, the 
Owls had to travel to Baton Rouge, La. 
for their regional. After defeating the 
University of South Alabama in the 
first round, Rice faced Louisiana State 
University Sunday. LSI! had defeated 
Southern University in its first-round 
match-up on Saturday. 

' When we were 5-2 
down, I said to Ben, 
"It's up to us, mate. 

— R o b e r t S e a r l e 

S o p h o m o r e t e n n i s p l a y e r 

LSU fans filled W.T. Robinson 
Stadium to its 550-person capac-
ity and lived up to their pre-match 
billing as some of college tennis ' 
rowdiest fans. T h e T ige r s in tu rn 
r e s p o n d e d by w i n n i n g t h e first 
11 points of the dual match. The i r 
No. 3 doubles t eam of Ken Skupski 
and Peter Richman held se rve al 
love, the second doubles team of 
C o r y Ross and Sebas t ian Rutka 
broke senior Vuk Rajevac at love, and 
LSU's top doubles pair, n t h - r a n k e d 
Jason Ha/ ley and Bryan Fisher, won 
the first t h ree points against Rice's 
top-ranked duo of seniors Richard 
and William Barker. 

Richard Barker would eventu-
ally lose that first service game, and 
f reshman Ben Harknett , playing at 
third doubles with sophomore Robert 
Searle, lost his serve as well, leaving 
the Owls down a break in all th ree 
doubles matches. 

T h e Barkers later broke back, 
evening their match at 3-3, but Rice 
needed a c o m e b a c k f rom e i ther 
Rajevac and sophomore Tony Haerle 
or Searle and Harknett to have a 
chance at the doubles point. 

"When we were 5-2 down, I said 
to Ben, 'It's up to us, mate, ' because 
we saw Vuk and Tony were down," 
Searle said. "We have faith in them, 
but it's tough for them the way they 
play — they ' re both big serve ^iiys. 
We knew the twins were going to win, 
so it was up to us." 

Sear le and Harknet t p roceeded 
to win six of their match 's next seven 
g a m e s for an K-fi victory. Seconds 
ear l ier , t h o u g h , Richard B a r k e r 
had lost h is s e r v e again, leaving 
the Ba rke r s down 7-6 to Ilazley 
and F i s h e r with F i s h e r s e r v i n g 
for the match . Jus t af ter that , t he 
final doub les match — Haerle and 
Rajevac had lost 8-5 at the second 
doub les posit ion — was pos tponed 
indefinitely due to rain. Due to a 
s h o r t a g e of available indoor c o u r t s 
in Baton Rouge, t h e t e ams waited 
for over two h o u r s in hopes that 
the s t o r m would pass . T h e rain 
r e m a i n e d , howeve r , and a lmos t 
four h o u r s later, the match r e sumed 
indoors . 

Hazley and F i sher j umped out 
to a 4()-15 lead, giving t hem two 
match points , but the T i g e r pair 
could not conver t on either. High-
lighted by a backhand smash f rom 
Richard Barker that gave the Rice 
pair a b r e a k point , t h e B a r k e r s 
b roke F isher to even the match at 
7-all. With the m o m e n t u m on the 
Owls ' s ide , William Barker held 
se rve , and the B a r k e r s s e c u r e d the 
d o u b l e s point for Rice by b r e a k i n g 
Hazley 's se rve . 

"We've been match points down 
before, but it was40-15, and they were 
serving, so it was a little bit different 
— I usually I we're the ones serving. 

You can't win the match from there, 
so you just have make one re turn and 
make one more re turn — we're the 
best re turn ing team in the country, 
so we knew it was possible." 

T h e move indoors visibly un-
nerved Ilazley and Fisher, who had 
done well to maintain focus when they 
took the lead on the Barkers while 
the match was outdoors. 

" |The rain delay] affected them 
—they were so focused on gett ingout 
there that they forgot about playing 
tennis," William Barker said. "They 
were more interested in get t ing the 
crowd going. [The delay | gave us 
time to s tep back and just go out the re 
and make r e t u r n s — t h a t was the first 
t ime in the match we had fun." 

T h e indoor facility had only t h r ee 
cour t s , so singles play betran with 
just the top th ree positions. With the 
match 's m o m e n t u m having tu rned 
completely in their favor, Searle, 
William Barker and Richard Barker 
each broke his opponent early, and 
none of the s ingles ma tches were 
ever close. Richard Barker took less 
than an hour to demolish Fisher 
6-2, (> 1 at the third spot. Searle played 
one of his best m a t c h e s of the year 
to beat the 30th-ranked Skupski in 
straight sets , 6-1, 6-3. 

"1 took my mental game from 
doubles into singles," Searle said. 
"I was pret ty ne rvous before the 
Isingles] match, but once 1 got done 
with my singles, I felt really good. 
Winning quickly — that 's one of the 
best feelings I've had for a while." 

As Searle finished, William Barker 
held serve to take a commanding 
5-0 lead in the second set of his match. 
In a marathon game featuring live 
deuces, William Barker eventually 
broke llazley to secure the decisive 
fourth point for the Owls, 6-4, 6-0. In 
the three singles matches combined, 
LSI I broke Rice's serve just once, com-
pared to 13 breaks for the Owls. 

W h e n Wi l l i am B a r k e r w o n , 
Haer le — who began playing as 
soon as Richard Barker won — was 
just in the first set of his match , and 
Rajevac had not completed even the 
first g a m e of his. 

"Obviously we wanted to win the 
first three Isingles matches], but 1 
think we were going to win at four, 
live, six as well," Richard Barker said. 
"I was pretty confident that we were 
going to win down the lineup, but we 
knew if the three of us went out there 
and played solid, we could bring it 
h( >me for the | rest of the team 1 — take 
them to Tulsa." 

Against South Alabama, the Owls 
also had to fight for the doubles point, 
but on Saturday it was Haerle and Ra-
jevac t h a t—in addition to the Barkers 
— w o n the doubles poi nt for the Owls. 
Haerle and Rajevac broke at 5-all, but 
Haerle then lost his serve, evening 
the match at 6-6. T h e pair rebounded 
well, breaking South Alabama again 
to give Rajevac the chance to serve 
for the doubles point. He responded 
brilliantly, serving two huge aces at 
30-0 to clinch the doubles point for 
a 1-0 lead. 

In singles, Harknett built on his 
improved play from the WAC Cham-
pic >n ships to beat Jorgen Vestli 6-4,6-1 
and give the Owls a 2-0 lead. 

"1 played pretty well — it was a 
pretty hard first set, and I thought 
he played a very good set, but I 
think he kind of lost interest in the 
second set," Harknett said. "1 broke 
him early, and he didn't really t ry as 
hard. That made it pretty easy for me 
tocontinue to roll and continue to win 
points which was nice." 

After Rajevac lost, Richard Barker 
took advantage of some early second-
set b reaks to complete a 7-5, 6-3 vic-
tory at the third position, putting the 
Owls within one point of the second 
round. With Searle down two match 
[joints on one side of him and I laerle 
locked in a tight match on the other, 
William Barker prevailed in a close-
second set to move the Owls into 
the final 32 for the second straight 
year, 6-4, 7-5. 

NCAA MEN'S TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Round of 16 
Tomorrow 

#1 Illinois 

Quarterfinals 
Sunday 

J 1 6 Harvard 

l1,) Georgia 

_ #26 VanderbilL 

Semlflnals 
Monday 

#12 TCU 

#31 Clemson 

#18 Texas A&M 

#4 UCLA 

Championship 
Tuesday 

#3 Baylor 

J l ' J Rice 

#22 Ohio State 

#7 Florida 

,1111 St an ford. 

#2 USC. 

2004 NCAA Champion 

The NCAA Men's Tennis Championships begin tomorrow in Tulsa. Okla. After upsetting 14th-seeded LSU in 
last weekend's NCAA regional, Rice plays Baylor tomorrow at 9 a.m. Senior William Barker and sophomore 
Robert Searle will compete in the individual singles championship, and seniors Richard and William Barker 
will compete in the doubles tournament, both May 26-31 

Hcijf 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

#A2 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#A3 1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 

#B1 

#B2 

#B3 

Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

Medium Cheese 
Pizza and 5 Buffalo 

Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7771 

5733 Kirby Or. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 d« 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
( 0 2 0 0 4 D o m i n o ' s P i z z a LLC. Not v a l i d w i t h a n y o t h e r o f f e r , a l i d a t p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

s t o r e o n l y . P r i c e s m a y v a r y . C u s t o m e r p a y s s a l e s t a x . O u r d r i v e r s c a r r y l e s s 

t h a n $ 2 0 . D e l i v e r y a r e a l i m i t e d t o e n s u r e s a f e d e l i v e r y . D e e p D i s h E x t r ; i 
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Men win first WAC 
by Amber Ober*ueyer 

I H R K S H I . R K D I T O I U 0 . * . A F K 

In the end, everything was pc r feet 
for the men's tennis team. 

After a weekend filled with thun-
derstorms, delays and reschedulings, 
the then-13th-ranked Owls defeated 
then-No. 38 Southern Methodist 
University on a gorgeous afternoon to 
win their first-ever Western Athletic 
Conference championship May 2. 

Rice had beaten SMU 4-3 in a tight 
match in Dallas April 18, which was 
highlighted by a sweep of the doubles 
point, but all three doubles matches 
saw early breaks in the final. Sopho-
more Tony Haerle and senior Vuk 
Hajevac took an early lead, but seniors 
Richard and William Barker and the 
team of sophomore Rob Searle and 
freshman Ben Harknett fell behind. 

The Barkers—the best returners 
of serve in the college game—did not 
have so much as a break point in their 
opponents' first four service games. 

"We were 5-3 down, so we had to 
break them eventually, "William Barker 
said. "They were serving well, yes, but 
we weren't returning well, so we just 
needed to pick it up and take over." 

Leading 54 after the Barkers held 
serve, the Mustangs' 29th-ranked pair 
ofJohan Brunstrom and Henrik Soder-
berg took a 40-15 lead on Soderberg's 
serve. Soderberg then double-faulted 
twice, sending the game to deuce. 
After failing to convert on their first 
break point the Barkers decided on 
their next advantage to go down the 
line against Brunstrom, who had been 
overplaying toward the middle of the 
court to intercept cross-court returns 
throughout the match. The strategy 
paid off, as Richard Barker ripped a 
backhand return down the line for an 
emotional service break. 

"No matter where he was going 
— if he was going to my forehand or 
my backhand — I was taking it line," 
Richard Barkersaid.'The Ibreak] point 
we had before, I was pushing it, and he 
was edging, so I decided if I hit it well 
down the line and he stays, we're still 
going to get a shot at it. It was good 
because it was premeditated — I was 
able to stay positive and say, 'I'm going 
down the line."' 

•' • • •• 

A M B E R O B E R M E Y E R / T H R E S H E R 

The men's tennis team hoists the WAC championship trophy after winning its 
first conference title in 22 years May 2 at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

With the momentum squarely in 
their court, the Barkers lost just two 
points the rest of the match, good for 
an 8-5 victory. In the process, they 
also broke WAC Player of the Year 
Brunstrom's serve without dropping 
a point. Coupled with Haerle and 
Rajevac's 8-5 victory at the second spot, 
the Owls won the doubles point and the 
championship match's momentum. 

In singles, second team all-WAC 
select ions Richard Barker and 
Haerle both won in straight sets, 
leaving the Owls just one point from 
their first conference championship 
since 1972. 

Both William Barker — who gar-
nered first team all-WAC honors along 
with Searle — and Harknett served 
for their matches at almost the exact 
same time, leaving fans rushing back 
and forth between courts two and see. 
In the end, it was William Barker who 
secured the championship for the 
Owls, as he converted on his second 
match point for a 7-6, 6-3 victory. 

With the win, the Owls earned the 
WAC's automatic bid to the NCAA 
tournament, where they suffered a 
heartbreaking 4-3 defeat to Texas 
last year in the second round. 

"There's some more maturity [on 
this year's team], some more experi-
ence — the usual sort of cliched type 
stuff—but also there's a little bit more 
desire to show some resistance when 
challenged," assistant coach Shaheen 
Ladhani (Sid'97) said. "You're going to 

get challenged — you're not going to 
beat everybody easily, and these guys 
are ready to handle that and fight back. 
There was a little bit of tameness a year 
ago, so I'm excited about that." 

Rice had reached the final with a 
semifinal victory over the University 
of Tulsa, which defeated Fresno State 
University in an April 30 quarterfinal. 
Rice had defeated the Golden Hurri-
cane 6-1 at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
March 21, but thunderstorms forced 
the May 1 semifinals to the Downtown 
Tennis Club at the Met 

SMU beat Boise State 4-2 in the 
first semifinal, and the Owls and then-
No. 60 Golden Hurricane began with 
singles play instead of the traditional 
doubles point due to the delays. 

William Barker, then ranked 47th 
nationally, put the Owls on the board 
first, cruising to a 6-1,60 victory over 
Tulsa's Alejandro Tejerina. After fall-
ing behind 4-1 in the first set Richard 
Barker won 11 of the next 12 games 
to secure Rice's second point with his 
64,6-1 win. After Searle lost at the top 
spot Haerle prevailed in a second-set 
tiebreaker to move the Owls within one 
point of the championship match. 

Rajevac, playing at the fifth spot, 
and Harknett, in the sixth position, 
both split sets. Rice needed just one 
to win his third set to avoid playing 
doubles. Harknett broke Diego Ca-
macho ofTulsa at 4-3 and then served 
out the match to secure the semifinal 
victory for the Owls. 

Center for the Study of Languages 
http://langcenter.rice.edu/ 

The Center for the Study of Languages is responsible for the teaching of 12 
languages. Courses taught in the Center are first through third year language acquisition 
courses as well as third year business, medical, scientific, and translation language 
courses. 

Language Placement Tests 
http://Hww.ruf.rice.edu/~lrc/placement.html 

Rice University does not have a language requirement, but if you have some 
knowledge of a foreign language and are interested in studying it further at Rice, you must 
take a language placement test to determine the appropriate course for you. Instructors 
will not allow course attendance without previous placement test results. 
Students with a 4 or 5 on the AP or 6 or 7 on the IB exam do not need to take the Rice 
language placement test. They can select any course at the 300 level that does not have 
specific prerequisites. 

Beginning August 1, 2004 

Online Testing available: 

Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Portuguese, Spanish 

To help ensure that you receive timely results, we strongly urge you to take the test 
before arriving at Rice. Sec placement test website above. 

Searle, Harknett 
round into form 
NCAA, from Page 28 

Four of Baylor's top six singles 
players are ranked among the 
nation's top 125, led by No. 2 
Benedikt Dorsch and No. 15 
Benjamin Becker. Remarkably 
— as it is difficult for a team's 
second and third doubles pairs to 
amass enough ratings points to be 
ranked, regardless of how good 
they are — all three of Baylor's 
doubles teams are ranked among 
the nation's top 31. 

'I've been talking to 
thes? guys all year 
as if they're the best 
team in the country.' 

— Shaheen Ladhani 
Assistant men's tennis coach 

"They're a very strong team 
— in my book, they've been 
capable of winning an NCAA 
championship every year for the 
last three years," Ladhani said. "I 
know quite a bit about several of 
their guys, and they're rock solid 
all the way down the line, so we 
cannot afford to not be firing on all 
cylinders — that's for sure. We're 
definitely underdogs, but we've 
proven we can handle that." 

Though top-ranked seniors 
Richard and William Barker are 
Rice's only doubles team among 
the nation's top 75, the Owls' other 
pairs are both entering the NCAA 
Championships with confidence 
after each duo won a crucial match 
last weekend. Sophomore Tony 
Haerle and senior Vuk Rajevac 
broke their opponents from South 
Alabama twice in the last four 
games of the pro-set to secure the 
doubles point for the Owls in last 
weekend's NCAA regional, 8-6. In 
Sunday's second round, sopho-
more Robert Searle and freshman 
Ben Harknettrecovered from a 5-2 
deficit to win 8-6, allowing the Bark-
ers to mount a comeback. 

"[Winning our match against 
LSU] is a big confidence boost," 
Harknett said. "We started off the 
season playing really good doubles 
together, and the last month or so 
have been in a slight dip. But today 
was definitely a sign that we can 
play good doubles — we haven't 
been showing that really recently, 

I haven't felt, and I don't think Rob 
has either. It was a breakthrough 
—we figured out what we're doing 
and what we needed to do to pick 
it up — it's a real positive going 
into the Sweet 16." 

Harknett has also rounded into 
form in singles, as he continued 
his momentum from the end of 
the season by cruising to a 6-4, 
6-1 victory over Jorgen Vestli of 
South Alabama Saturday. 

Most encouraging for die Owls, 
however, has to be the improved 
play of Searle — a finalist for na-
tional Freshman of die Year last 
year — who has struggled some 
this season. It is a testament to Uie 
35th-ranked Searle, though, that his 
solid 11-9 dual-match record can be 
considered a struggle. He saved 
two match points against No. 33 
Franticek Babej of South Alabama 
before the Owls won the dual match, 
and he dominated 30th-ranked Ken 
Skupski of LSU, 6-1,6-3. 

T h a t was the best I've played 
all year," Searle said. "It feels 
quite nice to play that way now 
at the end of the season. I'm glad 
I'm starting to play well with the 
two biggest tournaments of the 
year coming up." 

Rice is careful, however, not to 
lose focus of its ultimate goal — a 
national championship. Should the 
Owls defeat the Bears, they will 
face the winner of the match be-
tween Ohio State and Virginia. 

"The feeling of going to the 
Sweet 16 is great—especially since 
we were so close last year — but 
the Sweet 16 is not good enough for 
us," Richard Barker said. "We had 
a team meeting at the beginning of 
the year and said that we wanted 
to win die national championship. 
We're still playing—we've got four 
matches to do it." 

ladhani said the Owls' upset 
of LSU in hostile conditions last 
weekend should help them as diey 
play better opponents throughout 
the NCAA tournament. 

"I've been talking to these guys 
the whole year long as if they're 
the best team in the country, I've 
been telling them they're the best 
team in the country, but there's 
always been a little bit of an ele-
ment of doubt," Ladhani said. 
"[After) coming away with a win 
— [especially] a clinic like today 
was — they start to go, 'Gosh, 
well, we really are good. We can 
win it all.'" 

Have time 

Hyperlearnina 
MCAT* 
Classes 

Arlington 
Austin 
Dallas 
College Station 
Houston 
Oklahoma 
San Antonio 

May 29 
May 22 
May 15 
May 15 
May 29 
May 29 
May 29 

The 
Princeton 

Review 

; 

May | 

and | 

N C A > 

D O U L 

1 . B | 

2. r | 

3 H | 

D O I | 

1. 
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3. 

D N | 

thresher-sports@ 

http://langcenter.rice.edu/
http://Hww.ruf.rice.edu/~lrc/placement.html
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
april 23-may 18 

MEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 4 LSU 0 
May 16 ,2004 — W.T. "Dub" Robinson Tennis Stadium 
and Country Club of Louisiana, Baton Rouge, La. 
NCAA tournament — Second Round 

Singles 
1. Searle (RU) d. Skupski (LSU) 6-1. 6-3 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Hazley (LSU) 6-4, 6-0 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Fisher (LSU) 6-2, 6-1 
4. Haerle (RU) vs. Rutka (LSU), DNF 
5. Rajevac (RU) vs. Richman (LSU), DNF 
6. Harknett (RU) vs. Ross (LSU). DNP 

Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Fisher/Hazley (LSU) 9-7 
2. Ross/Rutka (LSU) d. Haerle/Rajevac (RU) 8-5 
3. Harknett/Searle (RU) d. Skupski/Richman (LSU) 8S 

SOUTH ALABAMA 1 RICE 4 
May 15 .2004 — W.T. "Dub" Robinson Tennis Stadium. 
Baton Rouge. La. 
NCAA tournament — First Round 

Singles 
1. Searle (RU) vs. Babej (USA). DNF 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Jacobs (USA) 6-4. 7-5 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Mazaev (USA) 7-5, 6-3 
4. Haerle (RU) vs. Kepka (USA), DNF 
5. Fowler (USA) d. Rajevac (RU) 6-3, 6-2 
6. Harknett (RU) d. Vestli (USA) 6-4, 6-1 

Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Babej/Kepka (USA) 8-3 
2. Haerle/Rajevac (RU) d. Jacobs/Fowler (USA) 8-6 
3. Harknett/Searle (RU) vs. Mazaev/Vestli (USA), 
DNF 

SMIL1JUCE 4 

TULSA 1 RICE 4 
May 1, 2004 — Downtown Club at the Met 
WAC Championships — Semifinals 

Singles 
1. Taylor (TU) d. Searle (RU) 6-2. 6-3 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Tejerina (TU) 6 1, 6 0 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Murray (TU) 6 4. 6-1 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Soriano (TU) 6 3. 7-6 (6) 
5. Rajevac (RU) vs. Charpantidis (TU). DNF 
6. Harknett (RU) d. Camacho (TU) 6 1 . 4 £ . 6-3 

Doubles 
Not Played 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

FRESNO STATE 4 RICE 0 
May 1. 2004 — Jewish Community Center 
WAC Championships — Semifinals 

Singles 
1. Pandzic (FSU) d. DiSesa (RU) 6-2, 6 4 
2. Tallo (FSU) d. Archer (RU) 6-1. 6 3 
3. Winterhalter (FSU) d. Chong (RU) 6-3. 6-3 
4. Jovanovic (FSU) d. Chao (RU) 7-5, 7-5 
5. Sainz (FSU) vs. Fisher (RU). DNF 
6. Jantz (FSU) vs. Goodrich (RU). DNF 

Doubles 
Not Played 

BOISE STATE 1 RICE 4 
April 30. 2004 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
WAC Championships — Quarterfinals 

Singles 
1. DiSesa (RU) d. Hayward (BSU) &2, 6-1 
2. Polowski (BSU) d. Archer (RU) 6 3. 6-1 
3. Chong (RU) d. Ayling (BSU) 6-3. 6-4 
4. Biorkman (BSU) vs. Chao (RU). DNF 
5. Pongratz (BSU) vs. Fisher (RU). DNF 
6. Goodrich (RU) d. Coll (BSU) 6 2. 6-3 

Doubles 
1. Hayward/Polowski (BSU) d. Archer/DiSesa (RU) 8-2 
2. Chao/Chong (RU) d. Ayling/Biorkman (BSU) & 6 
3. Fisher/Goodrich (RU) d. Pongratz/Coll (BSU) & 6 

WAC CHAMPIONSHIP 
May 3 5. 2004 
San Joaquin Country Club, Fresno. Calif. 

Team standings (total of 10 teams) 
1. SMU 853 
2. Tulsa 864 
3. Texas-El Paso 867 
T4. Boise State 869 
T4. Fresno State 869 
6. Nevada 877 
7. San Jose State 878 
8. Hawaii 885 
9. Rice 897 
10. Louisiana Tech 914 

Rice results (field of 50 golfers) 
T26. Matt Toohey 
T31. Ryan Morgan 
T31. Winn Smith 
T38. Scott Philips 
50. Parker LaBarge 

72 73-77 
73-74 77 
73-73-78 
75-76-76 
77 82-78 

222 
224 
224 
227 
237 

WAC CHAMPIONSHIP 
May 12-15, 2004 — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

Men's Team Standings (total of 7 teams) 
1. Rice 200 
2. Texas-El Paso 147 
3. Boise State 123 
4. Fresno State 122 
5. Louisiana Tech 89 
6. SMU 82 
7. Tulsa 47 

Women's Team Standings (total of 9 teams) 
1. Rice 161.5 
2. Louisiana Tech 155 
3. Nevada 128.5 
4. Boise State 9 1 
5. Fresno State 68 
6. Texas-El Paso 67 
7. Tulsa 63 
8. SMU 48 
9. Hawaii 34 

BASEBALL 

RICE 6 BAYLOR 4 
May 18. 2004 — Baylor Ballpark, Waco 

Rice (39-9) 

Davis If 
Janish ss 

Baylor (26-26) 
R H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 

2 2 0 Witt 2b-ss 4 0 1 2 
1 3 0 Griffin 3b 4 0 0 0 
2 1 0 Reynolds ss 4 0 1 0 

1 3 3 Rippee pr-2b 0 0 0 0 
0 3 3 Brees If 4 1 1 0 
0 2 0 Bullock c 2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 Fortnbrry pr-rf l 0 0 0 

0 0 0 Ford dh 3 1 1 0 

0 0 0 Sutton l b 2 1 0 1 
0 0 0 Sevigny cf-rf 2 1 1 0 
0 0 0 Dillon ph-c 2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 Pankratz rf 1 0 1 1 
0 0 0 Gerdes ph-cf 2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 
6 14 6 Totals 31 4 6 4 Totals 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 0 0 1 030 002 — 6 14 1 
Baylor 0 0 1 O i l 0 0 1 — 4 6 0 

May 2. 2004 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 
WAC Championships — Final 

Singles 
1. Searle (RU) vs. Brunstrom (SMU), DNF 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Chingoka (SMU) 6-4, 6-2 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Senczyszyn (SMU) 6-1. 6-2 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Murgier (SMU) 6-3. 6-1 
5. Skrypko (SMU) d. Rajevac (RU) 6-3. 6-2 
6. Harknett (RU) vs. Oredsson (SMU), DNF 

Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Brunst rom/Soderberg 
(SMU) 8 5 
2. Haerle/Raievac (RU) d. Chingoka/McNaughton 
(SMU) 8 5 
3. Harkne t t /Sear le (RU) d. Murg ie r /Oredsson 
(SMU). DNF 

E — C. Reichenbach (3); DP — Rice 2; LOB — Rice 9, 
Bayloi 7; 2B — Kolkhorst (8), Janish (13), Rodgers (15), 
Pankratz (9); 3B — Rodriguez (4); SH — Reichenbach 
(3); SF — Sutton (2); SB — Witt (10), Sevigny (6). 

Rice 
Ueckert 
Degerman 
Humber W. 11-2 
Niemann S, 2 
Baylor 

Theodorakos L, 3-4 
Pape 
R. Reichenbach 
LaMotta 

WP — Niemann 2 (5), Degerman 3 (4); PB 
ers (3). 

NEVADA 0 RICE 11 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 

3.2 2 1 1 1 1 14 49 

1.2 1 2 1 4 3 10 4 1 

1.2 0 0 0 0 2 5 17 

2 3 1 1 1 3 9 4 1 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 

4 .1 8 3 3 0 3 20 78 
0.2 2 1 1 1 0 5 23 

1 0 0 0 1 0 4 14 
3 4 2 2 0 1 13 46 

Rodg 

12-11) Rice (37-9,19-3) 
1 R H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 

0 0 0 Kolkhorst cf 4 2 1 1 

0 1 0 Pendleton rf 5 2 3 2 

0 1 0 Davis If 4 2 2 1 

0 0 0 Janish ss 5 1 0 1 

0 0 0 Rodgers c 4 0 1 1 

0 0 0 Duplessis c 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 Ueckert l b 4 0 0 0 

0 1 0 Hale dh 1 1 1 1 

0 0 0 Morris ph-dh 4 1 2 1 

0 2 0 Rodriguez 2b 0 0 0 0 
Moake pr-2b 3 1 1 1 

Reichnbch 3b 5 1 2 1 
1 0 5 0 Totals 3 9 1 1 1 3 10 

Attendance — 3,134 

NEVADA 2 RICE 9 
May 16, 2004 — Reckling Park 

Nevada (28-25,12-12) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Gazerro cf 4 0 1 0 
Hayes c 5 
Butler rf 4 
Mercer 3b 4 
Gimenez If 4 
Krukow dh 3 
Streelman l b 4 
Madrid 2b 2 
Graham ph 1 

Marcial ss 4 
Totals 35 

0 2 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 2 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
2 7 0 

Rice (38-9, 20-3) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst cf 4 0 1 2 
Pendleton rf 3 0 2 0 
Davis If 4 0 1 1 
Janish ss 3 0 0 0 
Rodgers c 5 1 2 0 
Ueckert l b 3 2 0 0 
Hale dh-p 4 2 2 1 
Rodriguez 2b 4 2 2 3 
Reichnbch 3b 2 2 1 1 

Totals 32 9 1 1 8 

Score by inning R H E 
Nevada 000 000 002 — 2 7 1 
Rice 030 2 0 1 30* — 9 11 1 

E — Hayes (4), Reichenbach (2); DP — Nevada 1; LOB 
—Nevada 9. Rice9; 2B—Streelman 2 (10), Rodgers (14), 
Hale (6): HR — J. Rodriguez (2); HBP — Pendleton. 

May 15, 2004 — Reckling Park 

Gazerro cf 2 
Hayes c 3 
Butler rf 2 
Mercer 3b 4 
Gimenez If 3 
Krukow dh 4 
Streelman l b 2 
Grahm ph - l b2 

Madrid 2b 4 
Marcial ss 3 

Totals 

Score by Inning R H E 
Nevada 000 000 000 — 0 5 3 
Rice 220 105 lOx — 1 1 13 0 

E — Gazerro (3), Mercer (9), Streelman (5); DP 
— Rice 1; LOB — Nevada 8, Rice 10; 2B — Pendle 
ton (14), Morr is (10); 3B — Marcial (3), Moake (1); 
HR — Pendleton (10). Hale (4). Reichenbach (1); 
HBP — Butler, Kolkhorst, Rodriguez; CS — Gazerro 
(3), Kolkhorst (2), 

Nevada 
Colton L, 4-2 
Mason 
Simpson 
Cummings 
Rice 
Townsend W, 10-0 
Niemann 

Matheny 

PB — Hayes (10). 

Attendance — 3,094 

Graham l b 0 0 0 0 Rodriguez 2b 3 1 2 2 
Krukow dh 2 0 1 0 Moake 2b 1 0 0 0 
Newman 2b 4 0 0 0 Reichnbch 3b 3 0 0 0 
Marcial ss 4 0 0 0 
Totals 32 1 4 0 Totals 3 7 1 4 1 4 14 

Score by inning R H E 
Nevada 0 0 0 000 0 1 0 — 1 4 1 
Rice 0107 203 Olx — 14 14 0 

E — Mercer (8); DP — Nevada 1; LOB — Nevada 8. Rice 
6; 2B — Pendleton (13). Rodgers 2 (13). Hale (5); 3B 
— Kolkhorst (5); HR — Pendleton (9), Duplessis (1); HBP 
— Janish; SH — Reichenbach (2); SF — Ueckert (1). 

Nevada 
Sutton L, 8-4 
Renfree 
Gottier 
Rice 

Humber W. 10-2 
Pennington 
Forester 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
3 7 8 8 3 0 19 64 
2 3 5 5 1 1 12 42 
3 4 1 1 0 2 13 46 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
7 2 0 
1 1 1 
1 1 0 

0 3 11 2 6 1 0 4 
0 0 2 5 19 
0 1 2 5 24 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 

1 5 4 4 0 0 9 26 

4 .1 5 4 4 2 2 20 82 

1.2 3 3 0 2 2 13 54 

1 0 0 0 0 1 3 9 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 

6 3 0 0 3 6 22 90 

1.2 0 0 0 1 4 6 27 

1.1 2 0 0 1 0 7 27 

NEVADA 1 RICE 14 
Nevada 
Rodriguez L. 4-7 
Johnson 
Scott 
Harbaugh 
Rice 

Baker W, 8-2 
Hale 
Degerman 
WP — Johnson (4). 

Attendance — 3.178 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. May 14. 2004 — Reckling Park 
4 6 

1.2 2 
1.1 2 
1 1 

5 4 2 1 19 67 
1 1 4 0 10 42 
3 3 2 1 8 43 
0 0 1 1 5 23 

Name (pos) AB 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
7 6 
1 0 0 
1 1 2 

0 0 1 4 28 98 
0 0 0 3 1 1 
0 2 1 7 34 

Gazerro cf 
Hayes c 
Butler rf 
Mercer 3b 
Madrid 3b 

Gimenez If 
Psaradelis If 1 

Streelman l b 2 

12-10) Rice (36-9, 18-3) 
1 R H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 

0 0 0 Kolkhorst cf 5 1 1 1 

1 0 0 Pendleton rf 5 3 3 2 

0 1 0 Davis If 4 2 2 0 

0 0 0 Janish ss 2 3 0 0 

0 0 0 Rodgers c 4 1 3 4 

0 1 0 Duplessis c 1 1 1 1 
0 0 0 Ueckert l b 4 1 0 2 
0 1 0 Hale dh 5 1 2 2 

WP — Renfree (5). Pennington (2); PB — Duplessis (1). 

Attendance — 2,847 

RICE 13 HAWAII 1 
May 9, 2 0 0 4 
Les Murakami Stadium, Honolulu, Hawaii 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 200 010 730 — 13 15 0 
Hawaii 000 0 0 1 000 — 1 4 2 

WP — Baker (7-2): LP — Carlsen (6-6). 

RICE 5 HAWAII 6 
May 8, 2 0 0 4 
Les Murakami Stadium, Honolulu, Hawaii 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 0 0 3 010 010 — 5 7 1 
Hawaii 100 310 0 0 1 — 6 9 1 

WP — McDowell (3-1); LP — Hale (12) . 

RICE 5 HAWAII 7 
May 7, 2004 
Les Murakami Stadium. Honolulu, Hawaii 

Score by inning 
Rice O i l 120 000 
Hawaii 020 0 3 1 Olx 

H E 
8 0 
8 1 

WP — Bauer (8-2); S — McDowell (3); 
LP — Humber (9-2). 

ch ron.com/jobs 
now with more ways 
to find your future 

Allessandria Alamilla, UH journal ism student, 

clicks with the Chronicle because it's "easy to use" 

More local jobs than other websites 

Complete confidential i ty as companies search for you 

Store multiple resumes and cover letters for different positions 

Access national network of 200,000 jobs updated daily 

Register today and find out for yourself 

Houston Chronicle 
ch ron . com/ j obs 

cXF 
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Congratulations Class of2004! f ^ Y ' a l l have graduated 

and are going to do great things, like consulting , 

. If you're an engineering f * or graduate school 

, but that's okay. academ, you're looking for a job 

Plenty of people before you have found jobs without any 

^Wj, for example. real qualifications: Hpf and 

You are all about to go to crazy and exciting places, 

mainly Texas Some of you will get married 

possibly going to Massachusetts ^ © : to do so. 

Others will stay single J |N, but will be happy owning lots 

and lots of cats: and , for example. 

In !Memoriam 

SUSHI SUZUKI / IS GOING TO STANFORD / SELLOUT 

Artist's rendition of former Rice President Malcolm Giliis sparring 
with George Foreman right before Giliis' anticipated death. 

Malcolm Giliis Leggett's Youth 

The Backpage hopes that you will remember Rice 

fondly, whether it be for the academics 1 5 , the 

social scene or hottie Neill Binford . We join with 
•mi 

Rice to welcome you as the alumni donors of tomorrow: 

and <#» , for exampie. Congrats! 

The Rice community will be 
saddened by the death of former 
Rice Univers i ty P r e s i d e n t 
Malcolm Giliis, who will be pum-
meled to death (er grilled, if you 
will) by George Foreman later 
this summer. 

Giliis, 63, stunned the aca-
demic world with his plans to 
fight the former two-time heavy-
weight boxing champion. 

"Whoo-hee, (Harvard Univer-
sity President I^arry 1 Summers 
sure didn't see that one com-
ing!" Giliis said. 

Shortly before his impending 
death, Giliis will say that old 
people can do anything. 

"Old people can do anything, 
even box," will say Giliis. "I'm in 
the best health ever." 

Giliis will be preceeded in 
death by his pride, dignity and 
cognitive thinking abilities. 

Former Student Association 
President Michael Leggett asks 
for the Rice community to mourn 
the loss of his youth. 

Matriculating at Rice in 1998, 
Ix-ggett has been here for the 
last six years, before deciding to 
get a degree this past semester. 

"There's a time for everything, 
it's called college," Leggett said. 

FILE PHOTO 

Michael Leggett 

Bis/i also laments the death of the following Rice traditions 
Old Wiess, Hanszen Commons, HUMA Crane, constniction, free 
parking, Sid Country Club, Jones Parking Lot, only eight colleges, 
ktru protests, Wiess War Pig, sexually-harassing college cheers, no 
serveries and Sid Going I^ist. Class of ' 0 4 - Good luck. 

Peace. I'm off to Africa for a year. Good luck Classifieds. 
HOUSING 

RECENT CONSTRUCTION, beauti-
ful class "A" apartment in the best 
location. Located near West Univer-
sity, Rice University, Medical Center, 
Greenway Plaza, Galeria. Includes all 
appliances, tall ceiling, assigned park-
ing. 1-2 bedroom from $800. Call Anne 
(713) 376-2(329. 

DUPLEX FOR LEASE. <5 minutes to 
Rice. 2-2 with living and dining. $1150 
per month. 1-1 garage apt. $550 per 
month. 2-1 with large living, dining, 
balcony. $1250 per month. Call (713) 
729-1700 or (713) 826-1711. 

RICF ARF2A FURNISHED studio apart-
ment 2111 Bartlett. Available June 1. 
$550 plus deposit. Water paid (713) 
664-2227. Clean and bright. 

conqrdtsqrads 

MUSEUM DISTRICT: Biking distance 
to Rice. Thoughtfully renovated one 
and two bedroom apartments with 
hardwood floors and central air. A one 
bedroom apartment at 1301 Richmond 
for $540, a two bedroom at 1301 Rich-
mond for $705, a large two bedroom, 
two bath at 4200 Mt. Vernon for $915, 
a one bedroom apartment at 1414 
Castle Ct. for $600 and a one bedroom 
apartment (with window unit air) at 
4001 Greely for $525. Please call 
Andover Apartments at (713) 524-3344. 

HELP WANTED 

THE RAVEN GRILL is now hiring full 
and part-time host and wait staff. Please 
apply in person 2- 5, Tues.- Fri. 1916 
Bissonnet, between Hazard and Ashby. 

NANNY NEEDED for busy West Uni-
versity family. Four kids. Three dogs. 
Mon.-Fri. 12-8 p.m. Some college re-
quired. Teaching experience preferred. 
Must speak, read and write English. 
You are professional, poised, creative, 
caring, well-organized, responsible, 
punctual, hardworking, clean and neat, 
physically fit and love children. Refer-
ences, car and driver's license required. 
Possible live-in situation in separate 
quarters for right candidate. Salary 
negotiable. (713) 220-8109. 

SECRETARY for extraordinary medi-
cal office. Memorial / Westcott area. 
6 -9 hours per week. Require 
PowerPoint competency. Fax resume 
to (713) 660-8595. 

WEB PAGE WIZ around this summer. 
Needed to create an HTML Web site. 
Call (713) 927-5267. 

EARN EXTRA MONEY! Typist around 
this summer to type manuscript revi-
sions. $1 per page. Rice English major 
to help with critiquing and fine-tuning. 
Call (713) 927-5267 (cell). 

E ARN $ 15/HR O R M ORE!! I nterested 
in the performing arts and the perfect 
summer job? Help us build our sub-
scriptions using phone leads from art 
patrons. Telemarketing experience 
preferred by previous success in sales 
required. Bilingual a plus. Earn bo-
nuses and performance tickets. Eve-
nings 6-9 p.m. Mon.-Thurs. and Sun. 
Call (713) 632-8114. 

SUMMER JOB. Daytime aide needed 
for male Parkinson's patient. No health 
care knowledge needed. Driver's li-
cense required. Interest in golf, jog-
ging orart a plus. Please call BobCasey 
at (713) 552-9300 for information. 

FULLTIME SUMMER employment 
available. Montessori school near Mu-
seum Area needs substitutes and as-
sistants. Childcare experience pre-
ferred. Ideal for students needing flex-
ible schedules. Full-time summer em-
ployment available. Contact Karrie at 
(713) 520-0738. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FULLPILLOWTC) P MATTRESS set with 
frame. Brand-new in plastic, with war-
ranty. Can deliver. $130. (832) 541-7580. 

BE SAFE ON THE STREETS with 
self-defense products from 
www.alarmyourselfnoiv.com. OC Pep-
per Spray, Pepper Spray Ring, Stun 
Guns, much more. Use code cslO for 
10%discount. Toll free (866) 433-5796. 

T-SHIRT QUILTS! Only $350 labor + 
expenses for a quilt that will last a 
lifetime. Grads, this is a great way to 
save your beloved Rice T-shirts. 
Call (713) 459-3012 or e-mail 
nelliottHrice.edu for more info. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT > 
1100/ACT > 24/GPA > 3.0/ages 19-29. 
Nonsmokers. All races needed, espe-
cially Asian. Must have transportation. 
Inquire at info@eggdonorcenter.com 

MAKE YOUR KNOWLEDGE SELL! 
h 11 p : / / myks.sitesell.com/ 
rowena3510.html. Got a great biz. idea 
but clueless on Web/tech skills? Let 
SiteSell help you build a site that gets 
traffic and $$$$! http:// 
buildit.sitesell.com/rowena3510.html. 

FULL ORTHOPEDIC MATTRESS 
set with frame. Packaged, never used, 
with warranty. Can deliver. $160. 
(832) 541-7580. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: 
36 -70 words: 
71-105 words: 

$15 
$30 
$45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad 

Notes & Notices submissions are 
published according to space 
availability. 

Deadline is Monday at 5. p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
2nd Floor Ley Student Center 
Houston, TX 7700^-1892 

Phone: 
Fax: 

(713) 348 3967 
(713) 348-5238 

Submit online at www.ricethresher.org. 

The Thresher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising for any reason 
and does not take responsibility for 
the factual content of any ad. 
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http://www.alarmyourselfnoiv.com
mailto:info@eggdonorcenter.com
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