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Mubarak discusses US. 
policy in Middle East 

by Mark Berenson 
T H R E S H E R I DI ' IORIAI. STAI I 

Egyptian Pres ident Hosni Mubarak shared 
his perspect ives on two of the mos t press ing 
international issues facing the United States 
today — the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and 
the U.S. occupation of Iraq — during the 
question-and-answer portion of his speech 
Wednesday night at Autry Court. Because of 
security concerns, Mubarak spoke to an audi-
ence limited to about 1,100. 

Prepared remarks 
In his prepared remarks , Mubarak said 

al though the world is at a different place than 
it was just a few years ago and s tands at a 
crossroad, there is still reason for hope. 

"September 11, the war in Iraq and the near 
collapse of the Middle East peace process are 
witness to this great turmoil," Mubarak said. 
"Nevertheless, I am h e r e to talk to you about 
a hopeful vision that a ims to t ransform both 
the reality and the perception around the 
Middle East." 

Mubarak spent the body of his speech 
discussing th ree pillars of his vision for an 

improved Middle East. 
would like to share with you the ele-

ments of ou r ambit ious vision, a vision that 
inspires to t ransfer the region from an envi-
ronment with turmoil and instability to one of 
peace and prosperity," he said. 

Mubarak said his first pillar was an end to 
conflict in the region. He said creat ing sepa-
rate s tates for Palestinians and Israelis is the 
only suitable solution, and that the violence in 
the region mus t c o m e to an end. 

'Today , Palest inians and Israelis need to 
s tep back f rom the dange rous cycle of vio-
lence," Mubarak said. "They mus t recognize 
each o ther ' s r ight to f reedom. Suffering and 
the illegal and misguided assassinat ions do 
not serve the purpose of peace." 

Mubarak said despite the turmoil in na-
tions su r round ing Egypt, domest ic priorities 
have not been ignored. He described his sec-
ond pillar as a complete reformation of his 
country 's way of life. 

"We are taking gradual but determined steps 
towards the complete transformation of Egyp-
tian society, economically, politically and so-
cially," Mubarak said. "In this manner, we have 
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Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (left) is greeted by Edward Djerejian, director of the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy, and James A. Baker III at the president's address at Autry 
Court Wednesday. 

Leebron discusses 
plans for presidency 

By David Brown 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

W h e n David I^eebron moves 
to Houston in June to become 
Rice's seventh president , he will 
be unfamiliar with more than just 
the Houston heat . 

'["he Harvard-educated dean of 
Columbia University Law School 
will encounter an entirely differ-
ent culture, from residential col-
l eges to eng inee r ing , cowboy 
boots to Beer-Bike. It's a cul ture 
Leebron recognizes as unique, 
as he mee ts with cross-sect ions 
of the university to prepare for 
his transition. 

Leebron h a s m a d e several 
visits to Rice since hisappointment 
was announced in mid-December. 
He spoke with the college presi-
dents, other student leaders, and 
10 students chosen at random. In 
addition, he has spoken with Rice 
graduates at Columbia I .aw, as well 

as with distinguished professors 
and senior administrators — all 
eager to impress upon him what 
they think are Rice's most press-
ing needs. 

Leebron said while t h e r e a re 
i s sues to a d d r e s s and q u e s t i o n s 
with which to grapple , he will 
b e t a k i n g o v e r a r e l a t i v e l y 
hea l thy universi ty. 

"The genera l t h rus t of the 
conversation is people think Rice 
is a great place to be," h e said. 

Leebron said while it is too 
early to identify a single issue as 
most critical, the g radua te p r o 
gram at Rice will probably re-
quire the most urgent change . 

"The g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s , I 
think, have some really press-
ing c o n c e r n s , p e r h a p s m o r e 
pressing than those articulated 
by the undergraduates ," he said. 

Graduate s tuden t s have re-
quested that the university give 
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Jones School ranking falls 17 places 
by Risa Gordon and Alana Newell 

THRESHER EDITORIAL S T A F F 

T h e J e s s e H. J o n e s G r a d u a t e 
School of M a n a g e m e n t d r o p p e d 
17 places from its position last year in 
U.S. News & World Report's annual 
ranking of business schools — from 
28th to 45th. The ranking appeared 
in Monday's issue of the magazine. 

U.S. News Director of Data Re-
sea rch Robert J. Morse said the 
ranking is an indicator of w h e r e a 
bus ines s school s tands in relation 
to pee r insti tutions. U.S. News u s e s 
factors such as average GPA and 
Gradua te M a n a g e m e n t Admiss ion 
Test sco res of admit ted s tuden ts ; 
pe rcen tage of g radua te s who ob-
tain j o b s wi thin t h r e e m o n t h s ; 
and p e e r a s s e s s m e n t r a t i n g s 
to d e t e r m i n e e a c h b u s i n e s s 
school ' s ranking. 

Morse said the Jones School 's 
overall ranking dropped primarily 
because of a decline in the rate of job 
placement within three m o n t h s of 
graduation. Rice was ranked in the 
in the lower half of the top 50 busi-
ness schools for placement within 
three months, with a rate of 74.2 
percent . In the past, Rice has consis-
tently been ranked in the top 10 for 

graduate job placement. 
"Placement is the overr iding rea-

son why peop le go to b u s i n e s s 
school ," Morse said. "If a school 
ha s a very poor p lacement year , 
they 've u n d e r p e r f o r m e d on one of 
the key r ea sons why people have 
a t tended the school, and that school 
ha s got ten worse than it was the 
previous year ." 

U.S. News Data Research Senior 
Analyst Samuel Flanigan said the 
ranking is weighted toward quanti-
tative factors, such as salary and 
placement of graduates . 

"Our rank ings use bo th inpu t s 
and outputs ," Flanigan said. ' T h e 
bus ines s schools actually have a 
m o r e s tandardized r epo r t i ng sys-
tem for their ou tpu t s — for the i r 
employmen t n u m b e r s — and be-
c a u s e of that , we place a good 
weight on that ." 

Jones School Director of Public 
Relations Debra Thomas said the 
r a n k i n g d o e s n o t r e p r e s e n t 
a r ea l d e c l i n e in t h e J o n e s 
School 's quality. 

"We know that in fact we're a bet-
ter business school this year than we 
were last year," Thomas said. "We've 
brought in some fabulous new fac-
ulty, we've got a great class, and yet 

our U.S. News and World Report rank-
ing plummets. How likely is it to hap-
pen that the quality of the school 
would change so much in a year?" 

In a p r e s s r e l ease April 9, J o n e s 
School Dean Gilbert Whi t ake r said 
many o t h e r b u s i n e s s s choo l s also 
h a d lower- than-usua l p l a c e m e n t 
p e r c e n t a g e s b e c a u s e of a slow na-
tional economy. He said he e x p e c t s 
t h e p lacement ra te to r e tu rn to 
no rma l nex t year . 

Whi taker held a forum April 7 
with s tudents at the Jones School to 
d iscuss the ranking and his vision 
for the school 's future. 

He said the ranking does not re-
flect the quality of education the 
J o n e s school offers. 

" R a n k i n g s a ren ' t d r iv ing o u r 
s t rategy," VVTiitaker said. "Our strat-
egy is to get the best possible fac-
ulty and s tudents , and over t ime the 
rank ings will take care of them-
selves. We ' re actively work ing on 
always get t ing bet ter faculty, always 
ge t t ing be t te r s tuden t s — that ' s ou r 
pr imary effort ." 

Morse said it is unusual for a 
school 's ranking to fall so drastically 
in a single year. 

Flanigan said the drop in ranking 
See RANKING, Page 8 

$9,000 in H&D fines billed to 
colleges for Willy Week damages Welcome, Owls! 

INSIDE 

by Risa Gordon 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAI STAFF 

'ITiis year 's Willy Week festivities cost the 
nine residential col leges more than $9,000 in 
housekeeping and d a m a g e costs. More than 
$6,100 of the d a m a g e r e su l t ed f rom t h e 
March 19 jack at Martel College, in which 
several hundred s tuden t s converged on the 
college in the early morning. T h e college presi-
dents decided d a m a g e cos ts to Martel will be 
shared equally a m o n g the nine colleges be-
cause s tudents from every college participated 
in the jack, Martel Pres ident I'hill Brown said. 

"I'm very glad that the o ther colleges have 
stepped up and we ' re going to split the cost," 
Brown, a junior, said. "Hopefully this will he lp 
to de te r significant d a m a g e happening again 
next year dur ing Willy Week." 

Assistant Director of Business and Facili-
ties Frank Rodriguez said the costs incurred 
this year were h igher than in past years. 

"We always have damages and charges 
dur ing Beer-Bike, but I think this year it kind 
of went up to a different level, especially with 
all t he b reakage of the windows at Jones and 
with the destruct ion of the furni ture at Martel," 
Rodriguez said. 

More than half of the Martel damages are 
from furni ture that was broken when s tudents 
used it to barr icade the college's stairwells to 
prevent o t h e r s f rom enter ing. Rodriguez said 
the furn i ture will be replaced with identical 
p ieces dur ing the s u m m e r . T h r e e broken 
t a b l e s will c o s t $1 ,700 to r e p l a c e , f o u r 
broken Adirondack chai rs $1,800, and a split 
bench $450. 

In addition, special housekeepingcosts were 
incurred because o f t h e water balloon fight that 
was part o f t h e Martel jack. Custodial labor cost 
$864, and cleaning the water-soaked carpet in 
the rotunda cost $188. Finally, a ceiling tile that 
was damaged by water leaking from the second 

See JACKS, Page t 

Owl Weekend started yesterday and 
continues through Sunday, so be sure to 
help out any one who looks lost and make 
sure all the Owls have agood time! With all 
the on-campus entertainment this week-
end, there 's no excuse for your Owl to be 
bored. You weren't going to study anyway. 

Self-scheduled exams 
Today is the last day to self-schedule 

exams, so be sure to go to the website 
http://wwu>. r u f . rice.edu/~reg/ 
self schedule/ and set up your exams by 
5 p.m. or you'll have to go through your 
profs. 

Weekend Weather 
Friday 
Mostly sunny, 80-62 degrees 
Saturday 
Mostly sunny, 82-67 degrees 
Sunday 
Mostly sunny, 82-68 degrees 

OPINION Page 3 
Division III or bust 

A&E Page 10 
RDTfixes your kitchen sink 

SPORTS Page 15 
Kolkhorst's on-base streak reaches 34 

"You are losing lives of innocent civilians, and 
the Palestinians are also losing lives of 
innocent civilians, and this is a vicious circle 
that will not come to an end. They are going 
to kill, and you are going to avenge. You are 
going to kill, and they are going to avenge and 
so on. This will be non-stop." 
— Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 
See Story, Page 1. 

Scoreboard 
Baseball 
Rice 2, Texas 3 
Miami (Ohio) 2, Rice 9 
Men's Golf 
ASU Indian Classic 15th. 18 
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Owls, Owls, everywhere: 
Owl Weekend is here 

I t 's t h a t spec ia l t i m e of y e a r aga in . Sp r ing h a s s p r u n g , f ina l s 
a r e near , a n d O w l s a r e d e s c e n d i n g on c a m p u s . 

Owls : W e l c o m e to Rice. 
Owl W e e k e n d is y o u r o p p o r t u n i t y to s e p a r a t e t h e A d m i s s i o n 

O f f i c e ' s h y p e f r o m reality. Qual i ty of s t u d e n t l ife is i m p o r t a n t , 
a n d n o t h i n g can s u b s t i t u t e fo r ac tua l ly s p e n d i n g a f e w d a y s on 
c a m p u s . Go to c l a s s , b u t h a v e a g o o d t ime , too. C h e c k o u t t h e 
p a r t i e s , o r if t h a t ' s n o t y o u r t h i n g , c h e c k ou t a b a s e b a l l g a m e o r 
t h e S p o n t a n e o u s C o m b u s t i o n p e r f o r m a n c e . 

We l iked it e n o u g h to c o m e h e r e , a n d we h o p e you will, too . 

H o s t s : Owl W e e k e n d is a t i m e to s h o w off t h e b e s t a n d w o r s t 
of w h a t it m e a n s to ac tua l ly live a n d a t t e n d c l a s s at Rice. T h e r e 
a r e lo t s of f u n ac t iv i t i e s s c h e d u l e d t h i s w e e k e n d — f r o m W i e s s ' 
J a m F e s t to b a s e b a l l . S h o w y o u r Owls a g o o d t ime , a n d d o n ' t j u s t 
s h o w t h e m t h e f r o g wall a n d t h e n a b a n d o n t h e m to sit a l o n e in 
y o u r r o o m . I t ' s a m e s s , anyway. 

But while you ' re par ty ing with your Owl, r e m e m b e r tha i mos t Owls 
a re u n d e r t h e legal d r ink ing age. Al though all Owls h a v e f r ee will, do 
your be s t to s tay sa fe and b e aware of t h e possible c o n s e q u e n c e s . 

Time to let Leebron 
know what we think 

If y o u e n j o y e a t i n g f r e e food in F a r n s w o r t h Pavil ion 011 
M o n d a y s at 10 p .m. , b u t d e s p i s e a t t e n d i n g S t u d e n t Assoc i a t i on 
m e e t i n g s — a n d w e k n o w t h e r e a r e a lot of you ou t t h e r e w h o 
fit t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n — a once- in-a -Rice-career o p p o r t u n i t y is on 
t h e h o r i z o n . 

O n a m o r e s e r i o u s and l e s s f o o d - c e n t e r e d no te , it is cr i t ical 
t h a t a s m a n y s t u d e n t s a s p o s s i b l e a t t e n d M o n d a y ' s f o r u m (to 
b e h e l d in l ieu of an SA m e e t i n g ) d u r i n g w h i c h SA P r e s i d e n t 
D e r r i c k M a t t h e w s will co l lec t o p i n i o n s f r o m t h e s t u d e n t b o d y 
to p a s s a l o n g to i n c o m i n g Rice P r e s i d e n t David L e e b r o n . 

S ince L e e b r o n is still s p e n d i n g m o s t of h i s t i m e f i n i s h i n g h i s 
d e a n s h i p at C o l u m b i a Unive r s i ty Law Schoo l , f ew s t u d e n t s h a v e 
h a d an o p p o r t u n i t y to h a v e a s u b s t a n t i a l d i s c u s s i o n wi th h i m 
on t h e c u r r e n t a n d f u t u r e c h a l l e n g e s f ac ing Rice. A n d few will 
b e f o r e h e t a k e s o f f i c e on Ju ly 1. 

M o n d a y ' s f o r u m may b e t h e only c h a n c e for m o s t s t u d e n t s to 
c o m m u n i c a t e t h e i r p e r c e p t i o n s of w h a t is g o o d a n d b a d a b o u t 
Rice to t h e i n c o m i n g p r e s i d e n t , b e f o r e h e can s t a r t c o n t e m p l a t -
ing m a k i n g c h a n g e s . 

Rice is at a c r i t ica l j u n c t u r e in s eve ra l a r e a s — a t h l e t i c s a n d 
a c a d e m i c r e p u t a t i o n , to n a m e ju s t two — and L e e b r o n c a n s ing le -
h a n d e d l y m o v e t h e u n i v e r s i t y in a n u m b e r of d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s 
on t h e s e i s s u e s . B e f o r e h e h a s t h e c h a n c e , s t u d e n t s m u ^ t t a k e 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to let t h e i r v iews b e k n o w n . 

WAC tennis tournament 
in town: Get rowdy 

W e a p p r e c i a t e Vice P r e s i d e n t for S tuden t Af fa i r s Zena ido 
C a m a c h o and t h e Rice Ath le t i c s D e p a r t m e n t c o v e r i n g t h e t icket 
c o s t s fo r any s t u d e n t s w h o want to a t t end t h e W e s t e r n Athle t ic 
C o n f e r e n c e T e n n i s T o u r n a m e n t , April 30-May 2. It 's g r ea t that 
t h e t o u r n a m e n t is m a k i n g an a p p e a r a n c e at Rice a n d even b e t t e r 
tha t s t u d e n t s c an g o and wa tch . 

It is a big deal that the t o u r n a m e n t is at Rice. T h i s w e e k e n d could 
also be t h e last c h a n c e to s ee the Ba rke r twins, Richard and William, 
be fo re they g radua te . T h e y have had an amazing r u n h e r e at Rice, 
and it will be a s h a m e to s ee t hem go. You owe it to yourself to see 
this dynamic d u o in action at least once before they walk off into 
the sunse t . 

Also, both the m e n ' s and w o m e n ' s t e a m s have a c h a n c e at win-
ning, so a large and suppor t ive crowd could prove crucia l for both 
teams. T e n n i s c r o w d s a re not known for their rowdiness , so a loud 
Rice cont ingent would be an asset . 

So take advan tage of the f ree t ickets and the g rea t w e a t h e r — go 
out and suppor t ou r t enn i s players as t hey vie for a c o n f e r e n c e title. 
It will be an exci t ing weekend of tennis . 

After wi tness ing so m u c h great play, you m i g h t b e i n s p i r e d to 
r e a c h for y o u r own t e n n i s g r e a t n e s s . T h e n e w t e n n i s c o u r t s 
b e t w e e n A u t r y C o u r t and t h e Rice T r a c k / S o c c e r S t a d i u m a r c 
f r e s h l y paved and lit, so feel f r e e to hit t h e c o u r t w h e n t h e tour -
n a m e n t is over . (See S tory , P a g e 7.) 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the T h r e s h e r 
editorial staff. 

h e c c / 
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HEY KIDS, HELP PRESIDENT MUBARAK GET TO DINNER AT THE BAKER INSTITUTE! 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Staff editorial poorly, 
maliciously argued 
To the editor: 

As a Jones College alumnus and 
current graduate student, I've played 
on both sides of college sports. How-
ever, I found the unsigned editorial in 
the March 26 Thresher to be poorly re-
searched, and it seemed to reflect more 
malice toward the Graduate Student 
Association winning Beer-Bike than a 
well-thought out argument ("Split GSA 
would increase sports parity"). 

First, saying you will play with 
someone if they only win "every now 
and then" is juvenile and nonsensical 
— we still let Will Rice College win 
in Beer-Bike! 'Hie piece then goes 
on to say that the GSA lias had a 
"disproportionate run of success." 
Winning two, possibly three, events 
for points toward President's Cups is 
in no way domination. Currently, the 
GSA has about 20 athletes that play 
every sport. Our current "mobiliza-
tion" only means we are not forfeiting 
as much as we used to. Our women's 
teams have consistently made it into 
the payoffs, partly due to the high 
number of forfeits by the colleges. It 
would be one thing if we were stack-
ing every team with "talent" and were 
winning with large point differentials, 
but that is not the case. 

As an undergraduate, my only 
memory of the GSA was that they never 
showed up, and splitting the GSA and 
Jones School will only make that the 
case again. I agree that the GSA's larger 
recruitment pool is an advantage, but 
graduate students have very different 
priorities that dictate how we allocate 
our time. In addition to our studies, 
which are often extremely time-con-
suming, many members of the GSA 
also have families. Also, there is often 
a somewhat significant age difference 
between the graduate students and the 
undergraduates. While this can be an 
advantage in some events, it is often a 
great disadvantage. 

The real story is about how a 
group of GSA men who started of-
ficial practices in mid-February, who 
filled two chug team slots the night 
before and with an overall Beer-Bike 
budget about one tenth of what the 
colleges spent who managed to win 
Beer-Bike for the first time ever and 
prevented Will Rice from sweeping, 
again. That is the story! 

Jennifer Steele 
Jones '94 

Graduate student in applied physics 

'Prank' mishandled by 
Rice University Police 
To the editor: 

On the night of Oktoberfest, we 
made the mistake of taking a joyride 
in one of Rice's golf carts. We were 
apprehended by the Rice University 
Police Department, charged with 
counts of felony theft and evasion, 
and transported to I larris County Jail, 
where we spent the next 24 hours. 

We were neither intoxicated nor 
under the influence of narcotics. A 
complete description of the events 
of that evening has not yet been 
made public due to ongoing legal 
processes, but suffice itto say that the 
actions of RUPI) were appalling. 

Our college master was not in-
cluded in the decision to transport 
us to Harris County Jail, and our 
parents were not informed until we 
were able to contact them from jail 
Sunday afternoon. 

The weeks that followed were 
characterized by frequent appear-
ances in court and meetings with 
the university administration. While 
we received tremendous support 
from our masters, residential college 
members and parents, it felt like little 
effort was made by the administration 
to facilitate a speedy conclusion to 
our legal problems. Instead, we were 
informed that after the Harris County 
legal proceedings were finished, our 
case would be reviewed again by 
University Court. 

Although our formal charges were 
eventually dropped by the prosecu-
tor, we accrued in excess of $5,000 
in fees as a result of a blatant error 
in judgment by RUPD. 

It makes 110 sense that while 
potentially life-threatening intoxi-
cated drivers were referred directly to 
U. Court, we served time in jail forwhat 
amounts to little more than a prank. 

We understand that we made 
a mistake and agree that our case 
belongs in U. Court, but we cannot 
believe that our actions required off-
carnpus legal involvement. 

JeffKrivohlavek 
Daniel Perez 

David Solheim 
Sid freshmen 

Many of faculty report 
numbers misleading 
To the editor: 

Using the numbers contained in 
the Faculty Council report on athletics 
("Year-old Faculty Council athletics 
report released," April 2), I have come 
up with another set of statistics. 

In the years for which the data 
were presented—1997and 2(X)2—99 
percent of student-athletes were not 
arrested (comparable to 99 percent of 
the non-athletes). In theyearsforwhich 
there are Honor Code violation data, 97 
percent ofstudent-athletesd/VZ note om-
mit honor code violations (comparable 
to 99 percent of the nonathletes). 

When we are looking at such 
small numbers (such as eight total 
arrests over two years), statistics 
presented as they were in the 
Faculty Council Subcommittee on 
Athletics report can be extremely 
misleading. We should be careful, 
too, with how we view SAT data. The 
predictive value of scores for college 
performance and graduation rates is 
dubious at best, and the link between 
scores and intellect is nonexistent. 
Though it is not designed to measure 
this, there is a clear link between 
scores and family income level. We 
need to be mindful of just what it is 
that we arc comparing. 

Nancy Niedzielski 
Assistant Professor of Linguistics 

Hey, physics majors: 
Quit talking trash 
To the editor: 

Two weeks ago, the Thresher 
ran a photo of an inter-departmental 
dodgeball match with a caption stat-
ing that the physicists were shut out 
3-0 (April 2). I^ist week (April 9), 
Athena Stacy claimed that the caption 
"misrepresented the entire story," 
and that the final score was 4-4. 

Actually, the entire story is that the 
official rules called for a best-of-five 
competition. The civil engineering 
team won the first three games—and 
therefore the match. We kept playing 
under modified rules, because the 

3-0 beating was finished so quickly. 
If physics department members 
want to keep running their mouths 
in dispute of this, let it be known that 
if we meet on the court again, they'll 
be knocked out before you can say, 
"interferometric spectrometry." 

Steven Splitek 
Baker junior 

Rice calendar should 
observe Easter holiday 
To the editor: 

By its very nature, a university is 
a repository of historical information; 
i.e., it is not a newscast of today's 
happenings or a predicting device 
for future events. 

During this academic year, Rice 
celebrated the birthday of Martin 
Luther King Jr. by declaring Jan. 19 
a holiday — altogether appropriate, 
I feel. This past week, much of the 
world celebrated the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ — the 
Christian holiday of Faster. This 
event was observed by Rice in 110 
manner whatsoever. 

I am not sure who or which depart-
ment in our ever-expanding administra-
tion made this decision, but whoever it 
is should be replaced immediately by 
someone who has a more vast scope 
of our civilization than just the past 
50years. Even the public schools seem 
to have this much sense. 

It is not that I yearn for longer 
or more frequent holidays. In fact, 
I usually end up regretting many 
holidays, allowing our students, as 
they do, a proper amount of time 
to forget what they have most re-
cently tried to learn. Still, the fact 
that, even in our wildly liberated 
epoch, we continue to date our ar-
chives, newspapers, diplomas and 
such as taking place in 2004 A.D., 
should provide some impetus for 
noting what A.D. means, even at 
risk of offending those who would 
prefer not to think of it. 

Douglas Mitchell 
Lecturer in Linguistics 
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Guest column 

Division III is Rice's best athletic option 
C o m p e t i t i o n in NCAA Division I-A 
is spinning out of control. Even the 
most ardent admirers of big-time col-
lege sports talk about an escalating 
"arms race" that not only 
monopolizes every waking 
hour of student-athletes 
and the i r coaches , but 
threatens the integrity of 
schools that offer Division 
l-A sports. 

'Hie Knight Commis-
sion on In te rco l leg ia te 
Athletics is made up of 
the best f r iends college 
athletics ever had—people 
like Theodore Hesburgh, 
former President of the 
University of Notre Dame, 
and William Friday, former President 
of the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill. Even the past and cur-
rent presidents of the NCAA itself, 
Cedric Dempsey and Myles Brand, 
are members. Yet the commission's 
latest report warns of a "prevailing 
money madness" and "ever-escalating 
war between academic and athletic 
cultures" in Division I-A. 

The Knight Commission report's 
tone is apocalyptic: "What we have 
now is a separate culture of performers 
and trainers, there to provide bread 
and circuses but otherwise uncon-
nected to the institution that supports 
them. ... Sports as big business is 
suitable for the marketplace and has 
proved to be a profitable way to tap 
into the national psyche. Sports as big 
business for colleges and universities, 
however, isin direct conflictwith nearly 
every value that should matter for 
higher education. (Today] thebigbusi-
ness of big-time sports all but swamps 
those values, making a mockery of 
those professing to uphold them." 

No one d o u b t s that the Rice 
program is ethically superior to the 
great majority of l-A schools. But why 
continue competing in conferences 
that are careening toward self de-
struction? Why expose the university 

Tom 
Haskell 

to an enterprise that, as the Knight 
Commission says, makes a "mock-
ery" of educational values? 

No school can i m m u n i z e it-
self a g a i n s t t h e com-
petitive p r e s s u r e s now 
i n t e n s i f y i n g w i t h i n 
Division I-A. R e a d e r s 
of the Faculty Council 
Subcommittee on Athlet-
ics' 2003 report can see 
for themselves that Rice 
already compromises ad-
mission standards, strains 
to preserve the integrity 
of its curriculum and al-
lows a widening cultural 
divide to develop between 
student-athletes and non-

athletes, all for the dubious privilege 
of competing in Division I-A. Are 
there no suitable alternatives? 

One obvious option for Rice to 
consider is the University Athletic As-
sociation, which, like the Ivy League, 
prohibits athletic scholarships. Unlike 
the Western Athletic Conference or 
Conference USA, the UAA is made up 
of Division III schools that resemble 
Rice in size, quality and character: 
Brandeis, Carnegie Mellon, Case 
Western Reserve, Emory, New York 
University, Chicago, Rochester and 
Washington University-St. Louis. 
Like Rice, the UAA schools are dis-
tinguished research universities with 
highly selective admission policies 
and demanding curriculums. They 
value intercollegiate competition, but 
only insofar as it can complement the 
educational mission of the school. 

The UAA sponsors competition 
in 22 sports, more than Rice now 
s u p p o r t s (16). Na t ionwide , the 
NCAA reports that athletics at the 
Division III level costs, on average, 
only one twentieth as much as in 
Division I-A. No doubt there are some 
student-athletes now at Rice who 
would have matriculated elsewhere 
if Rice had not been in Division LA. 
Perhaps there are even a few non-ath-

letes whose devotion to spectatorship 
is so great that they would not have 
come but for Rice's I-A status. But 
the university must make impersonal 
decisions for the long term, and any 
major change would be phased in, 
so as to minimize the effect on stu-
dents currently enrolled. 

William Bowen, former president 
of Princeton University, co-authored 
an important book (Reclaiming the 
Game: College Sports and Educational 
Values) that evaluates the mixed suc-
cesses and failures of three much 
admired athletic conferences — the 
Ivy League, the New England Small 
College Athletic Conference (NES-
CAC) and the UAA. The UAA is the 
sole success story. Bowen reports that 
even in the Ivy Ix-ague and at small 
colleges, such as Williams and Am-
herst, athletic priorities have gradually 
encroached on the admission process 
and created a "separate culture" of 
student-athletes who, for reasons he 
explores in depth, tend not to take full 
advantage of the superb educational 
opportunities available to them. 

Only in the UAA was there little 
"bunching" of athletes majoring in 
certain fields, little or no difference 
in the SAT scores of student-athletes 
and non-athletes, and scarcely any evi-
dence ofwhat Bowen calls "underper-
formance" — a tendency widespread 
in the Ivy I/ 'ague and NESCAC for 
athletes to perform even less well 
academically than would have been 
expected on the basis of their incom-
ing academic credentials. 

Rice was invited to be a founding 
member of the UAA when it was 
created in 1986. Maybe it's time to 
accept the invitation. 

Tom Haskell is the Samuel G. McCann 
Professor of History and a member of 
the Faculty Council Subcommittee on 
Athletics. The Knight Commission'', 
report can be found at www.ncaa. 
o r g / d a t a b a s e s / k n ight _commis-
sion/2001_report/ . 

Rice Voices 

Friends fails to portray U.S. racial realiti £> C 

While shopping at t arget so'oal 
weeks ago, I came across a "Friends 
Finale Party Kif'containingeverything 
from coasters and recipes to trivia cards. 
Months before the1 two-hour 
f inale to the 1 (Wear-old series 
;iirs on May 6, people are 
preparing to say good-bye 
to their weekly encounter 
with Monica, Phoebe, Ra-
chel, Chandler, Joey and 
Ross. Although 1 am an avid 
Friends fan myself, one flaw 
in the show overshadows 
its numerous successes: its 
striking lack of minorities 
with leading roles. 

Friends is wildly popu-
lar and, according to the 
Friends Web site, has been the 
number one comedy for viewers 
age 18-39 for five years in a row. It 
is also critically acclaimed, receiv-
ing 55 Emmy nomina t ions and 
many other awards during its run. 
References related to charac ters 
and plotlines on the show have en-
tered "mains t ream" vocabulary. As 
the show finally comes to an end, I 
have begun to h e a r sweeping state-
ments like, "Friends is the show that 
defines our generat ion." 

Statements like that are much 
more than a stretch of the truth. 
How can a show that is apparently so 
significant to society have no leading 
minority characters? (Yes, Ross and 
Monica are Jewish, but this is only 
apparent in a few episodes, most of 
which relate to Hanukkah.) 

D u r i n g i ts 10 s e a s o n s , t he 
number of minorit ies on Friends 
has been start l ingly low. It has 
only been in the past two seasons 
that two African-Americans have 
been cast in r e o c c u r r i n g guest 
roles. Some may point out most of 
Chandler 's recent bosses have been 
African-American, but to me this is 

Noorain 
Khan 

too little, too late. What about the 
eight seasons prior to that? 

A few other minority characters have 
played passing love interests, but no 

roles of any significant con-
sequence. The show's Web 
site provides biographies for 
each of the main characters. 
TTieonly character included, 
other than the staple six, 
is Gunther. No minority 
character has a bio on the 
show's Web site. 

1 am not obsessed with 
political correctness and 
forced representation, but 
assertions that over-drama-
tizc the show's significance 
to all of America areapush. I 

am not suggesting the casting of token 
minority roles — I am just suggesting 
that thi1 show consider the reality of 
living in today's America. There are 
African-Americans, Hispanics, Asians, 
and many others (even women over 
50!) in daily life, so why doesn't Friends 
and other shows like it acknowledge 
that part of life? 

The characters live in New York 
City and appear to be open-minded 
people. If they were real characters, 
they would be bound to have some 
close friends who are of other races. 
It seems a little unrealistic that they 
do not, and it would not be difficult 
to have minorities as a part of the 
regular ensemble cast; other shows 
have done it quite successfully. 

People have argued that channels 
like BET and UPN cater to an African-
American audience, and no one asks 
them to put p<M>ple < >f other races <>n their 
shows. However, these are two small 
channels that do not have the reach of 
the major networks. Perhaps they were 
even created because African-Ameri-
cans were not allowed to adequately 
participate in the major networks. Yes, 
these are considered African-American 

channels, but this is because the other 
150 are essentially Caucasian. 

I am not asking people to avoid 
watching Friends, but I do encourage 
people to become aware of the reality 
and consequences of the show. Ask 
some of your friends at your finale 
party what they think about the issue 
of race on Friends. If anything else, the 
fact that people are talking about it is 
the start to some healthy dialogue. 

Noorain Khan 
sophomore. 

is a Martel College 

Irony r overrated 

Offensive remarks too often 
bullying and not clever 
Of al l t h e modern cultural 
phenomena in this country, few 
are as unattractive or insidious 
as the tendency toward political 
incorrectness for its own sake. 
When you get r ight 
down to it, the practice is 
frequently nothing more 
than a bully's pretense 
to sophistication. Don't 
get me wrong; politically 
incorrect h u m o r and 
c o m m e n t a r y can be 
quite r e f r e s h i n g and 
valuable when they are 
used to make a substan-
tive statement; in fact, 
s o m e t i m e s t h e y a r e 
necessary for societal 
progress. More often, however, 
it seems that people say mean, 
inconsiderate, ugly things just to 
get a reaction, which is neither 
impressive nor responsible. 

The most recent examples 
of gratui tous meanness I have 
observed here at Rice occurred 
last week , d u r i n g t h e "Stop 
Violence Against Women Week" 
co-sponsored by Rice Amnesty 
and Students Organized Against 
Rape. At one of the colleges, 
s tudents wrote an extra "stop" 
on the f l iers adver t i s ing the 
week's events, so that the fliers' 
titles read "Stop 'Stop Violence 
Against Women Week.'" Other 
fliers were defaced with jokes 
about bat tered women. Later, 
at one of the events, I saw and 
overheard at least two s tudents 
sneering, smirking and making 
snide remarks under their breath 
about the informational T J i i r t s 
and literature on display. 

I shouldn' t have to explain 
why this sort of Dehavior isn't 
cool, but I'll do it anyway. For 
starters, violence against women 
is neither a laughing matter nor a 
trivial issue. 1 know some people 
have been asking why it is nec-
essary to focus specifically on 
violence against women. Here 's 
why: It is a worldwide problem. 
It is often systematic and even 
institutionalized. It is overlooked 
and all too readily dismissed, 
both by g o v e r n m e n t s and by 
individuals. It has been around 
as long as humans have. 

Those of you who make light 
of it may not mean to hur t anyone, 
but this is a case in which the ef-
fect of your actions t rumps your 
intentions. By making jokes about 
domestic violence and grumbling 

about how tired you are of hearing 
about the victimization of women, 
you are essentially send ing a 
message to abused and violated 
women that you couldn't possibly 

care less about them. 
T h o s e women are 

not "just" overseas or 
"just" in o ther s ta tes 
or even "just" at o ther 
schools. Some of them 
are a lmos t ce r ta in ly 
among your f r iends , 
acquaintances or rela-
t i ves , w h e t h e r you 
know it or not. If you 
a re not aware of it, 
it's probably because 
those women are afraid 

to tell anyone. Can you blame 
them? Look at how they are 
t r e a t e d : with r i d i cu l e , wi th 
disdain, with disbelief and with 
dismissal. 

Furthermore, when you treat 
violence against women as a joke, 
you do not come across as witty, 
ironic, hip, cool, edgy or subversive. 
You come across as a bully with 
something to prove. Is that really 
who you are? If not, why the act? You 
gain nothing from it and meanwhile, 
you are hurting other people. 

And before any of you trot out 
the First Amendment or start com-
plaining that political correctness 
is stilling your self-expression, 
consider two things. First of all, 
while there is a place for po-
litical incorrectness in our public-
discourse when it is a vehicle for 
challenging ideas, jokes aboutbat-
tered women offer nothing of value 
to anyone. They are pointless, 
mean and unimaginative. 

Secondly, even though the First 
Amendment technically gives you 
the legal right to say the kinds of 
insensitive things that were said 
last week, I would argue that as 
a member of your community, 
you have an obligation not to say 
such things. If that makes you 
feel stifled, just remember how 
much more stifled all the victims 
of rape and abuse and domestic 
violence feel when you give them 
the impression that you are less 
interested in helping them than 
in showing off with cheap jokes 
at their expense. 

And ifyou're sick ofhearing about 
violence against women, do some-
thing to help solve the problem. 

Raj Wahi (Wiess '99) is a graduate 
student in chemistry. 
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Tai Chi is good for you ... 
Grandmaster Cheng Jincai, one of 10 Chen-style Tai Chi masters in the world, demonstrates Chen-style Tai Chi at 
an event sponsored by the Rice Tai Chi Association Tuesday evening in Famsworth Pavilion in the Student Center. 

Fondren staff member dies of cancer 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL S T A F F 

Kinga Perzynska, head of spe-
cial co l lec t ions and universi ty 
archives at Fondren Library, died of 
cancer Monday. She was 54. 

Perzynska headed the Woodson 
Research Center since coming to 
Rice in March 2002. The center, 
located at Fondren, houses a col-
lection of official university records, 
including books, manuscripts and 
personal papers. 

Fondren Director Sara Lowman 
said Perzynska's contributions to 
Woodson included expanding its 
collections, digitizing existing col-
lections, working on space renova-
tion and forming an advisory board 
of faculty and community members. 

"She was full of enthusiasm and 
attacked everything with a lot of 
vigor," Lowman said. "She built a 
real team spirit in her department 
and conveyed that spirit to people 
that use special collections. She 
was so excited about her work that 

it made other people feel that sense 
of excitement." 

Woodson Acting Director Lee 
Pecht said Perzynska was vivacious 
and energetic. 

"She was always helpful — ev-
erybody who met her liked her," 
Pecht said. "She never met anybody 
she didn't like. She was extremely 
friendly and extremely knowledge-
able about her profession." 

Perzynska moved to the United 
States from Poznan, Poland in 1984. 
Before coming to Rice, she taught 
courses at St. Edward's University 
in Austin and was director of the 
Catholic Archives of Texas in Aus-
tin. She continued to teach at Texas 
State University-San Marcos while 
working at Woodson. 

Perzynska specialized in reli-
gious archives. In 1997, Pope John 
Paul II appointed her to serve a 
five-year term on the Pontifical 
Commission for the Cultural Heri-
tage of the Church in the Vatican. 
She was the first woman to serve 
on the Commission. 

Martel raid costs each college almost $700 
JACKS, from Page 1 
floor cost $51 to replace. 

Housing and Dining has not yet 
billed Martel for the cost of steam-
cleaning a sofa. Housing Operations 
Manager Chris Ryddeski said. 

Fifteen windows at J ones College 
were also broken during the week. 
The cost to replace the windows was 
$1,135, and Brown said Martel will 

pay for the windows because they 
were broken by Martel students. 

In addition, H&D removed graf-
fiti on an exterior wall of Jones. 
H&D's policy is to charge the col-
lege where the work occurred, so 
Jones will be billed for the graffiti 
removal, Rodriguez said. 

Despite the extensive damage, 
H&D levied only two fines during 
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Willy Week: $200 each to Lovett 
College and Sid Richardson Col-
lege for tampering with sensors in 
their elevators so the doors would 
not close. 

Rodriguez said fines are relatively 
rare, because H&I) only wants to 
recover the money it spends as a 
consequence of Beer-Bike. 

"If students feel that destructive 
behavior is the way to go, then more 
fines can be expected," Rodriguez 
said. "We're just trying to keep ev-
erything up to par, keep it on a level, 
make sure that the colleges stay in-
tact. 1 don't think there's any reason 
to go around destroying property." 

Aside from the fines and Martel 
raid damages, other colleges also 
incurred costs from Willy Week, 
mostly from additional housekeep-
ing expenses. 

Brown and Jones Colleges were 
each charged $864 for housekeep-
ing labor. At Brown, three workers 
took two days to clear broken water 
balloons from the ground and to 
clean the stairs and hallways. 

In addition to Sid's fine for tam-
pering with the elevator, the col-
lege incurred charges of $282 for 
cleaning and repairing light bulbs 
in the basement and a light diffuser 
in the third floor lobby. Wiess Col-
lege was charged $230 for trash 
removal and the cleaning of eleva-
to r s , ha l lways and s t a i rwe l l s . 
Hanszen College was charged $144 
for cleaning hallways and stairwells 
cleaning in the Hanszen Old Sec-
tion. Will Rice College paid $108 for 
the clean-up of its patio. In addition 
to its elevator fine, Lovett was 
charged $90 for housekeeping. 

Only Baker College was charged 
less than $ KM)—the college paid $72 
for housekeeping. 

In 1996, the Texas Catholic His-
torical Society awarded Perzynska 
the Carlos Edua rdo Cas t aneda 
Award in r e cogn i t i on of h e r 
service to the society, and in 2001 
she received the Sister M. Claude 
Lane, O.P., Memorial Award from 
the Society of Southwest Archivists 
and the Society of American Archi-
vists for her contributions to the 
field of religious archives. 

Lowman said Perzynska was 
deeply involved in professional or-
ganizations and projects outside Rice. 

"She was really well-known in 
archivist circles, both internation-
ally and nationally, Lowman said. 
"She brought a lot of good expo-
sure to the university." 

Perzynska is survived by her 
husband, Bogdan Perzynski, an art 
professor at the University of Texas, 
and her daughter, Ruta Perzynska, 
a Will Rice College sophomore. 

A memorial service will be held 
tomorrow at 3 p.m. at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Parish, located at 1731 
Blalock Road. 

P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the Rice University Police Department 
for the period April 8-15. 

Residential Colleges 
Will Rice College 

Other Buildings 
Fondren Library 

Parking Lots 
West Lot 

April 13 Books reported stolen. 

April 8 Wallet reported stolen. 

April 10 Broken window reported in a 
vehicle. Case suspended. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• The Multi-Cultural Student Coalition will sponsor the True Diversity 
Workshop: Exploring Race, Gender, Sexuality and Programming. 
The workshop will be tomorrow from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Grand Hall of the Rice Memorial Center. Lunch will be provided. 
Anyone with questions should contact Lovett College junior Alicia 
Malik at admalik@rice.edu. 

• Registration for self-scheduled exams ends at 5 p.m. today. Regis-
tration is online at http://esther.rice.edu. 

m Senators will be recruiting students at their colleges to proctor self-
scheduled final exams. 

• A forum to discuss students' needs and priorities will be held in place 
of the SA meeting Monday. At the forum, SA President Derrick 
Matthews will collect student opinion, which he will express to 
President-Elect David Leebron during the summer. The forum will be 
held at 10 p.m. in Famsworth Pavilion in the Student Center. 

• Baker College senior Joy Green spoke to the senate about an 
inclusiveness initiative addressing the feelings of some students 
that the culture at Rice is not inclusive of minority students. The 
students are circulating a petition, which will be presented to 
Leebron, and forming a committee to address their concerns. In 
addition, the Rice chapter of the NAACP is working to gauge minority 
student opinion on the Rice climate for minorities. 

• Matthews, a Will Rice College junior, led a brief discussion on the 
plan created by Vice President for Enrollment Ann Wright and 
Registrar Jerry Montag to eliminate self-scheduled exams and 
replace them with take-home or scheduled exams. The University 
Standing Committee on Teaching is currently considering the 
plan, which would take effect as soon as Spring 2005. Anyone 
with opin ions on the mat ter should contact Mat thews at 
sapres@rice.edu. 

• The senate approved the Baile Folklorico Club. The club will help 
students learn folklorico dance to perform at events at Rice and 
in Houston. Anyone with questions should contact Jones College 
junior Jesse Cortez at jessec@rice.edu. 

• The senate approved the following students as chairs of SA standing 
committees: Academics: Brown College sophomore James Lloyd 
and Martel College freshman Julie Mani; Environment and Facilities: 
Will Rice sophomore Guyton Dumin and Baker junior John Varghese; 
Sports and Health: Will Rice freshman Vivek Gopalan and Hanszen 
College freshman Dominic Lee: Student Life: Mani and Lovett 
freshman Aparna Shewakramani. 

• The senate recommended the following students to the President 's 
Office to serve as undergraduate representatives on university 
standing committees: Admissions and Student Financial Aid: Sid 
Richardson College junior Clare Johnson, Will Rice junior Jenny 
Rees and Sid President Laura Sawyer, a junior; Affirmative Action: 
Hanszen sophomore Loren Darrington; Athletics: Lovett junior 
William McKee and Will Rice sophomore Caitlin Weidig; Environ-
mental Health and Safety: Varghese and Hanszen freshman 
Katherine Zodrow; Examinations and Standing: Baker junior 
Megan Batchelor, Hanszen freshman Risa Gordon and Brown 
junior Anne Pavlick; Library: SA Internal Vice President Dustin 
Stephens, a Wiess College junior; Minority Affairs: Baker junior 
Alan Pham and Sawyer; Parking: Wiess sophomores Jack 
Hardcastle and Naaz Khumawala and Will Rice President CW 
McCullagh, a junior; Public Lectures: Shewakramani; R0TC: Will 
Rice freshman Elisa Johnston; Security: SA External Vice Presi-
dent Manu Gupta, a Will Rice junior; Teaching: Jones junior 
Nathan Deal and Will Rice sophomore Rachel Gelman; Under-
graduate Curriculum: Lloyd, Shewakramni and Sid freshman 
Veena Padmanabhan. 

• The senate approved Jones freshman Julia Tucker-Huth as director 
of elections. 

• The senate approved the SA budget for 2004- '05. 

The SA forum will replace the meeting Monday at 10 p.m. in Famsworth 
Pavilion in the Student Center. 

In the article "Shooting suspect in custody" in the April 9 issue, the 
vehicle in which the suspect was captured was a Dodge truck. 

In the article "Number of applications reaches record high of more than 
8 ,000" in the April 9 issue, the number of admitted students last year 
was 1,821. 

The article "120 students kicked off campus in room jacks" in the April 
9 issue, should have stated that Lovett College kicks rising sophomores 
off campus. 

In the article "Judicial organizations fill vacant positions" in the April 9 
issue, Wiess College sophomore Brian Cohen should have been 
identified as University Court chair. 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 

mailto:admalik@rice.edu
http://esther.rice.edu
mailto:sapres@rice.edu
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Baker College announces new RAs 
by Ian Everhart 

THRKSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Baker College announced its new 
resident associates Monday. Katie 
Beth Higgins (Wiess '03) and Adam 
Gottlieb (Hanszen '03) will replace 
current RAs Alex and Jeanette Byrd 
in the fall. 

Higgins is the director of health 
impact assessment development at 
the Texas Program for Society and 
Health at the James A. Baker Insti-
tute for Public Policy, and Gottlieb 
is a bus ines s analyst for the 
consulting firm Deloitte. Higgins 
and Gottlieb were presented to the 
college at Baker's Associates Night 
Tuesday. 

Nishta Mehra, who co-chaired 
the Baker RA search committee 
with senior Maranda Priolo, said 
she is excited about Higgins and 
Gottlieb's appointment. 

' What we loved was 
their enthusiasm — they 
were so willing to 
jump in.' 

— Nishta Mehra 
Baker College junior 

"What we loved was their enthu-
siasm — they were so willing to 
jump in," Mehra, a junior, said. "We 
knew from the start they'd be active 
RAs. We could just see them 
being enthusiastic, doing cheers 
and just b r ing ing the col lege 
together in a way that is important, 
and that was s o m e t h i n g 
we though t Baker needed at 
this point." 

* 

Leebron working to 
identify critical issues 

New Baker RAs Adam Gottlieb and Katie Beth Higgins. 
CALEB REDFIELD/THRESHER 

Baker President Sacha Abinader, 
who was a nonvoting member of the 
search committee, said he looks for-
ward to welcoming Higgins and 
Gottlieb as RAs. Abinader said the 
couple's familiarity with college life 
will be an asset. 

"Being recent alumni can only 
help them," Abinader, a junior, said. 
"Their experiences, both good and 
bad, will offer a new perspective to 
Bakerites." 

Mehra said she is confident 
Higgins and Gottlieb will stay on as 
RAs for several years. RA appoint-
ments are renewable each year for 
up to seven years. 

"They said, 'We're willing to 
make this commitment. We really 
want to take three or four or five 
years out of our life to do this, and 
commit to it, and be here for Baker 
and see a class through,'" Mehra 
said. "That was something we were 
really looking for." 

Higgins said she and Gottlieb 

expect to stay for most of the term. 
"There's a lot of things that hap-

pen between the ages of 23 and 30," 
Higgins said. "That's something we 
seriously considered, coming in and 
applying for these positions, but we 
feel we'll be able to make a long-
term commitment to Baker." 

Mehra and Abinader said they 
are not concerned about Higgins 
and Gottlieb's closeness in age to 
college members. 

"They are very outgoing but also 
responsible enough to be RAs," 
Abinader said. 

Mehra said Higgins and Gottlieb 
will be a good fit for Baker. 

"(They will) get along with the 
students but not blend back into 
the student body," Mehra said. 
"We feel really confident in their 
ability to cross that line and now 
become RAs." 

Jones, Martel and Will Rice Col-
leges announced new RAs two 
weeks ago. 

LEEBRON, from Page 1 
more resources to research. 

Leebron said providing sup-
port for faculty members engaged 
in serious research and convinc-
ing them that Rice is the best 
place to undertake those endeav-
ors will be major priorities. 

On the undergraduate side, 
Leebron said the importance of 
teaching should always be em-
phasized. However, he said he 
wants to get better acquainted 
with Rice before making signifi-
cant changes. 

"I tend not to be so foolish as to 
jump into some issue I'm largely 
ignorant about," leebron said. 

Through his ongoing meet-
ings with students, Leebron said 
he is becoming be t t e r ac-
quainted with Rice's culture and 
traditions, like Beer-Bike. But 
labeling something "culture," he 
said, does not make it immune 
to change. 

"I think the systems of stu-
dent governance and student 
honor are an important part of 
what Rice is, and the college sys-
tem is an important part of what 
Rice is," leebron said. "None of 
which is to say that you shouldn't 
change these things and look at 
all of these things." 

Two specific undergraduate 
i ssues have already caught 
Leebron's attention, he said. 

"One is the shortage of hous-
ing and the range of effects that 
has, not only in forcing people 
off campus, but also, who are 
the people who come back on 
campus, and who doesn't come 

back on campus?" Leebron said. 
"And there's some concern about 
the range of career opportunities 
students have immediately avail-
able to them." 

Leebron also said he is not yet 
sure which building needs are 
most urgent. He said building a 
10th college, a new recreation 
center and a research tower in 
collaboration with the Medical 
Center are all important. 

"I think all of those are press-
ing," Leebron said. "Whether 
that means pressing over two 
years or five years, I'm not sure. 
I hope Rice will find the re-
sources to do everything it abso-
lutely needs to do." 

Another challenge, Leebron 
said, will be to build Rice's repu-
tation on a national level. 

"When I talk to people in the 
Northeast, everybody's heard of 
Rice, and most people guess that 
it's in Texas; it kind of stops 
there," leebron said. "So I think 
the challenge is to make known 
what Rice is and what makes 
it distinctive." 

Leebron said Rice's most dis-
tinguishing features are its size 
and quality. 

"That means that undergradu-
ate education occupies a very-
important part of this university, 
but it's not the sole part of this 
university," he said. "It means 
the university is committed not 
only to great teaching, which I 
think is an important part of Rice, 
but also committed to making 
contributions to our knowledge 
of the world around us." 
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Women's Resource Center presents Impact Awards 
by Brooke Lathram 

VHRKSHER S V A H 

f h e Women's Resource Center 
held a banquet Tuesday night to 
honor the winners of the 2004 Im-
pact Award. The award has been 
given each year since 1997 to those 
who demonstrate service to the cam-
pus and community; show involve-
ment and participation in activities 
at Rice and in the larger community 
work to make a positive impact b\ 
raising awareness ot women's issues, 
and serve .is role models in the em-
p o w e r m e n t of women , r a n s a 
Aramian. a Women's Resource Cen-
ter coordinator, said. 

Honorees were Hans;en Col-
lege senior Gaia Muallem. Lovett 
College junior Laura Nally Jones 
College senior Mary Slater: Will 
Rice College senior Monica Vela; 
Karth Science graduate student 
Alison Henning; psychology gradu-
ate student Eden King; business 
graduate student Tammy Smithers: 
Hanszen College Resident Associ-
ate Nancy Elliott; Political Science 
Professor Ashley Leeds; and Rice 
University Police officer Ken Nipe. 

Azamian, a Hanszen junior, said 
giving these awards sends a mes-
sage to the university that people 
around campus are working on is-
sues that are important to women. 

"I think it's important for the Rice 
community, because we are saying 
that there are advocates for women 
on campus," Azamian said. "We got 
a lot of nominations, so it seems like 
people are really interested and want 
to get I the award] or have their 
friends get it." 

S tuden t Act ivi t ies Di rec to r 
Heather Masden said the awards 
are a way to honor those who might 
not be recognized in other ways. 

"1 think that it encourages people 

••• <iim 

' % > 

k-,W\«, MUNDY THRESHER JOANNA Ml'NDY THRESHER JOANNA MUNDY/ THRESHER JOANNA MUNDY, THRESHER 

Gaia Maullem Laura Nally Mary Slater Monica Vela 

to continue in their efforts in the 
empowerment of women in a way 
that max not be recognized on a 
daily basis," Masden said. "It s a spe-
cial way to say thank you to them for 
the things that they do." 

Muallem was nominated for her 
role in increasing awareness about 
sexual health on campus. After her 
sophomore year, she worked for 
Planned Parenthood, then used what 
she learned there to design a sexual 
health Web site with other Rice stu-
dents. She said receiving the award 
symbolizes the important communi-
cation that took place in the creation 
of the Web site. 

"The fact that I still get calls and 
e-mails from some of [the members 
of my group] about new ways that 
we can help keep students safe, and 
the fact that they all became advo-
cates for a safer and more educated 
community here and outside of Rice, 
makes me feel like 1 really made a 
difference and drives me to keep 
working for safety and awareness in 
the future," Muallem said. 

Nally was nominated for her work 
as the Houston Area Women's Center 
liaison for Student s Organized Against 
R;i|x\ She also provides'volunteer child 
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care service at HAWC once or twice a 
week and plans on working there as a 
counselor next year. 

She said she was honored to re-
ceive the award. 

"1 think it's a good symbol for 
female empowerment," Nally said. 
"They told us the history of I the award ] 
at the dinner tonight, and 1 thought it 
was really amazing that I got it." 

Slater said she was nominated 
for her work in ADVANCE. Advo-
cating Diversity and the Need for 
Cultural Exploration, during her four 
years at Rice. In addition, during last 
year and part of this year she worked 
as an ombuds for the Texas Long 
Term Care Ombudsman Program 
by helping provide nursing home 
residents with quality care. 

Slater said she was surprised to 
find out that anyone thought she 
deserved an award for her work. 

"I wasn't cognizant of the fact 
that people were watching me," 
Slater said. "1 just go day by day 
doing what I do. . . [The award j gives 
people who might not shine through 
other activities recognition for what 
they do on campus and off campus," 

Vela was nominated for the work 
she did as part of her women and 

gender studies senior t hesis on child 
care at Rice, and for her work as 
coordinator of Wharton And Rice 
Mentoring. 

She said she hopes the award will 
bring attention to her study of child 
care, which she plans to present to a 
subcommit tee of the University 
Standing Committee on Faculty and 
Staff Benefits. 

"The award not only recognizes 
my effort but the daily efforts of 
working parents on this campus," 
Vela said. "Nobody has talked about 
child care for 10 years." 

Henning was awarded for her 
involvement in various educational out-
reach projects in the earth sciences, 
including work at the Houston Mu-
seum of Natural Science and with the 
Houston Independent School District 
She recently attended a National 
Science Foundation conference on the 
challenges facing women in academia, 
Azamian said. 

King has been a member of the 
University Standing Committee on 
Teaching since it was founded in 
2002 and mentors psychology un-
dergraduates. She has done research 
on issues of concern to women, such 
as social stigma in the workplace, 

Azamian said. 
Smithers was awarded for orga-

nizing a conference on women in 
leadership, which attracted more 
than 200 participants and raised 
enough money to generate endowed 
scho la r sh ips for f u tu r e women 
leaders, Azamian said. 

Elliott was awarded for her activi-
ties as a Hanszen RA. She regularly 
holds student nights and facilitates 
"Not Alone" meetings for students 
questioning their sexual identity, 
Azamian said. 

Leeds was awarded for her 
mentorship of women entering the 
field of political science. She is 
involved in a national political sci-
ence organization that addresses 
the specific needs of women enter-
ing the profession. She is also the-
sis director for two female doctoral 
students and serves as a Big Sister 
in Houston. 

Nipe was awarded for his involve-
ment in the Rape .Alliance Defense 
Program. Over his 20-year career at 
Rice, he has instructed more than 
1,000 women in self-defense. He has 
also served as an advocate for 
students with Attention Deficit Dis-
order, Azamian said. 

Debate team ranked 11th in nation 
by Terry Kennair 

T H K K S H K R V I A H -

'Hie George R. Brown Forensics 
Society finished the season ranked 
11th in the nation, following a 12th-
place finish at the National Parlia-
mentary Debate Association National 
Championship at California State 
University-Northridge. Team mem-
bers also competed at the American 
Forensics Association National Indi-
vidual Events Tournament at I>ong 
Beach State University. 

Forensics Director David Worth 
said the team's development this 
year came from its commitment to 
practicing and developing technique. 

"For one thing, in the area of 
negative strategy, we really grew by 
leaps and bounds,"Worth said. 'The 
team, in terms of practice and adher-
ing to a really rigorous schedule, 
grew tremendously this year. They 
put a lot of time in and really refnu d 
their skills." 

Four team members — Wiess 
College junior Greg Miller, Will Rice 
College f r e shman Sarah Orern, 
Wiess freshman James Rapore and 
Hanszen Col lege jun ior Felipe 
Valdez — qualified for the NIET by 
performing well in 16 events over 
the course of the regular season. 

Miller and Rapore stood out 
among the 1,700 individual partici-
pantsfrom 113 universities who were 
present at tlx tournament April 2-5. 
Miller reached the quarterfinals in 
lie persuasive speaking category, 
and Kapon finished 201 h place over-
all in extemporaneous speaking, 
missing elimination-rounds qualifi-
cation by jusl one place. 

Assistant Director of Forensics 
Jeremy Grace said the team's spirit 
helped its members reach new levels. 

'T hey jusl had a great team esprit 
des corps" (irace said. 'They worked 
together great and were very sui>-
portive of each other." 

T h e en t i r e t eam c o m p e t e d 

April 7-10 against 304 debate teams 
from 78 universities at the national 
championships at Northridge. Over-
all, the team finished 12th, winning 
20 debates and seven awards. 

'A.v a team, we have 

worked incredibly hard 

throughout the year — 

researchi ing, writing 

cases and fine-tuning 

our skills through 

numerous practice 

sessions.' 
— Danielle Mathieu-Reeves 

Martel College sophomore 

Those receiving awards were 
Miller and Ben Smiley, a Will Rice 
sophomore, who reached the triple-
octafinals of the parliamentary de-
bates; Wiess freshman IK I mo and 
Sid Richardson College sophomore 
Kim Swanson, who reached the 
quadra-octafinals for parliamentary 
debates; Martel College sophomore 
Daniel le Math ieu-Reeves and 
Rapore, who reached the quadra-
octafinals for parliamentary debates; 
and Swanson, third place novice 
speaker and 43rd place overall. 

Several other Rice teams had 
strong showings. Jones College 
s o p h o m o r e Robert Cr ide r and 
Martel sophomore Nathan Smith 
wont 4-4, and Sid s o p h o m o r e 
KalherineCorley and Sid sophomore 
Jingyi Li went 3-5, despite their lack 
of experience. 

Math ieu-Reeves said s t rong 
teamwork and frequent practices 

produced the team's cont inued 
achievement. 

"As a team, we have worked 
incredibly hard throughout the 
year — researching, writing cases 
and fine-tuning our skills through 
n u m e r o u s p r a c t i c e s e s s i o n s , " 
Mathieu-Reeves said. "My partner, 
James, and I have seen success not 
only because of preparation, but 
also because we work very well 
together within a single debate 
round. We help each other with 
arguments, and we try to cultivate 
excitement in each other." 

Swanson, who started debating 
this year, attributes the team's suc-
cess to hard work. 

"I think the team owes its suc-
cess to the hard work of all members 
and the exceptional coaching staff," 
she said. 

Provost Eugene I,evy said the 
team's success showcases Rice's 
commitment to academics. 

"It means a great deal in the fol-
lowing sense: Ihe purpose of debate 
is to understand arguments, frame 
arguments, make compelling argu-
ments and present them in a convinc-
ing and winning way," Levy said. 
'That's a skill that is important — in 
fact, invaluable — in every walk of 
life. To have a team that excels at that 
nationally is an important projection 
of both our academic va lues 
and commitments." 

The end of the season does not 
signal a break for the debate team. 
Fol lowing s u m m e r p r a c t i c e 
sessions, the team will begin com-
petition at the University of Texas' 
Hill Country Swing Tournament 
in September. 

Worth said he has high expecta-
tions for next year. 

"The really exciting thing is that 
we're not graduating anyone," Worth 
said. "We've got, p r e s u m a b l y , 
everyone coming back, so they 
should be set to capitalize on a lot of 
the hard work they've done this year." 

http://www.pphouston.org
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Mubarak promises domestic reform through education 
M U B A R A K from Page 1 

succeeded in making the process 
irreversible." 

Mubarak said the most important 
vehicle of domestic reform is the 
educational system, which will be an 
investment in the future of Egypt. 

"Today, education constitutes the 
biggest component of the domestic 
expenditure," Mubarak said. "Egypt's 
priority now is to upgrade its vast 
education system. Our efforts will be 
directed at this generation with edu-
cation and training that will enable 
them to truly seize their future." 

Mubarak said although Egypt has 
much more to accomplish before 
achieving comple te re form, he 
thinks the first steps are being taken. 

Today, Palestinians 
and Israelis need to 
step back from the 
dangerous cycle of 
violence. They must 
recognize each other \s 
right to freedom. 

— Hosni Mubarak 

Egyptian p res iden t 

The third pillar Mubarak dis-
cussed was improving international 
perception of the Middle East. 

'To our regret, the perception of 
the Middle East in the Western world 
is being seen exceedingly through a 
negative light, and that is creating 
mistrust and apprehension on all 
fronts," Mubarak said. "Those senti-
ments must come to an end." 

Mubarak said achieving balance 
among his three pillars is important 
in order to create successful change. 

"None of t hose e l emen t s of 
change that I have just outlined have 
supe r io r i ty over the o t h e r s , " 
Mubarak said. "They have to be ap-
proached simultaneously: Success 
in one area will serve to reinforce 
the others; failures or stalemate in 

any will lead to the downfall of all." 
Toward the end of his remarks, 

Mubarak noted that Egypt's rela-
tionship with the United States is 
strong enough that leaders of the 
two nations can safely disagree, a 
principle that was exhibited during 
the question-and-answcr portion of 
the speech. 

"Over the years, | the United 
States and Egypt | have come to count 
on each other in good times and in 
bad," Mubarak said. "Ours is a part-
nership that has expanded and ma-
tured to the point where we can 
easily express our opinions and dif-
ferences in the spirit of debate that 
is the basis of true friendship." 

Quest ion-and-answer s e g m e n t 
Baker Institute for Public Policy 

1 )irector Edward Djerejian began the 
question-and-answer segment by not-
ing that audience members had sub-
mitted about 300 questions. Djerejian 
said he would combine the questions 
to encompass the broad topics audi-
ence members wanted to address. In 
response, Mubarak said he might be 
able to stay through the night to an-
swer all the questions, providing a 
lighthearted moment of the evening. 

T h e f i rs t q u e s t i o n s o u g h t 
Mubarak's perspective on Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's dec-
laration on Wednesday that Israel 
will unilaterally withdraw from the 
Gaza Strip. President George W. 
Bush voiced h is suppo r t for 
Sharon's declaration. 

Mubarak said he opposes unilat-
eral action. 

" U n i l a t e r a l s t e p s c a n ' t be 
substituted for international solu-
tions," Mubarak said. "I think such 
an initiative, from my point ofview, 
should be discussed with the Pal-
est inians. The withdrawal from 
Gaza needs good preparation from 
the Palestinian side to maintain 
security and stability." 

Mubarak also noted that any 
peace initiatives between Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority should be 
within the framework established 
by the "road map," the Middle East 
peace plan that calls for stability and 
the creation of a Palestinian state. 

In response to a question about 
Egypt's role in the Palestinian-Is-

f 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

The security for Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak's talk included metal detectors, police dogs and snipers on the 
roof of Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

raeli conflict, Mubarak said Egypt is 
ready to take an active part in help-
ing bring peace to the region. 

"This is our role, and we are 
ready and willing to work with the 
Palestinian Authority to help stop 
violence, to get at the problem and 
to sit down and negotiate with the 
Israelis," he said. 

Mubarak said the current violence 
in Israel is hurting all sides. He said 
he made this clear when he spoke to 
a member of the Israeli government. 

"You are losing lives of innocent 
civilians, and the Palestinians are 
also losing lives of innocent civil-
ians," Mubarak said. "And this is a 
vicious circle that will not come to an 
end. They are going to kill, and you 
are going to avenge. You are going 
to kill, and they are going to avenge 
and so on. This will be non-stop." 

Mubarak also criticized some 
aspects of the U.S. exit plan for Iraq, 
saying he would prefer that the pro-
cess begin sooner and take a more 
gradual course. Mubarak said he 
thinks there must be some change 
in U.S. behavior for the current 

violence to end but noted that no 
situation is hopeless. 

"The problem of Iraq is very com-
plicated, but everything has an out-
let," Mubarak said. "There is no prob-
lem without a solution." 

Mubarak said handing authority 
over to the Iraqis June 30, a plan 
Bush reiterated in a prime-time news 
conference Tuesday evening, is an 
important step. 

"As much as you, Americans, and 
allies are working to maintain stabil-
ity, the people will work against 
you — even the Iraqi police will work 
against you," Mubarak said. "Give a 
chance tor the Iraqi people to try to 
work with their brothers in Iraq to 
maintain safety and security." 

Mubarak said although the pro-
cess may be lengthy, giving author-
ity to the Iraqis is the only way to 
ensure security. 

"It may take some time, but it will 
work better than having all the allies 
in Iraq," Mubarak said. "Then, after 
(giving the Iraqis power], you can 
gradually withdraw." 

Autrv Court was last used for a 

dignitary's visit to the Baker Insti-
tute in October 1999, when former 
South African President Nelson 
Mandela spoke before about 5,000 
and was awarded t h e Bake r 
Institute's Enron Prize for Distin-
guished Public Service. 

Wiess College freshman Beth 
Leimbach said although Mubarak's 
speech focused on topics and per-
spectives she expected to hear she 
still enjoyed the talk, especially the 
question-and-answer segment. 

"I liked how they generalized,the 
questions, because you could get 
quite a lot of the ques t ions an-
swered," Leimbach said. "The ques-
tions got him to more specifically 
address some issues that he glided 
over in his general address." 

Jones College sophomore Julia 
Raymond agreed the question-and-
answer segment was the highlight 
of Mubarak's address. 

"I thought his speech was almost 
too practiced and too smooth, but 
the question-and-answer was very-
good — he was very candid ," 
Raymond said. 

Eight new lighted tennis courts 
open for Rec Center members 

Excitement:. Adventure. 
Surprise. Thrills. 
This ain't your parents travel aaencu..E "j 

by Jenny Rees 
THRKSHER KDITORIA1. STAFF 

Construction on eight new in-
tramural tennis courts between the 
Recreation Center and the Rice 
Track /Soccer Stadium has been 
completed, and Rec Center mem-
bers — including all students, fac-
ulty and staff — can now use the 
courts. Unlike the old tennis courts 
located on the Inner I A > O P near the 
old site of Wiess College, the new 
courts have lights to allow night-
time play. 

The courts, which have been 
under construction since October, 
were funded in part by a grant from 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. FEMA helped pay 
for the courts as part of a drainage 
project that included building the 
overland (low channel — the road 
built as an extension of Alumni 
Drive from Baker Hall to Wiess 
College — last summer. During 
construction of the road, two of the 

IM tennis cour ts had to be de-
stroyed, leaving eight courts out of 
the original 10. 

Assistant I )ean for the Student and 
Recreation Centers Boyd Beckwith 
said the old courts, which were about 
50 years old, needed to be replaced 
anyway due to cracking. 

"The existing courts had con-
tinually cracked, and the surfaces 
were uneven, and it got to the 
point where we were advised for 
risk management purposes that 
they could not be played on any-
more," Beckwith said. "We got 
funding for a t emporary fix of 
$25,000, but because of the loca-
tion of the tennis courts near the 
trees, there was no way to keep 
them from continually cracking. 
Then, with the overland flow chan-
nel being constructed, we had the 
chance to replace them." 

Beckwith said the Rec Center 
Advisory Council decided the eight 
new lighted courts will be sufficient 
to replace the 10 original courts 

because patrons will be able to play 
on the courts later into the evening. 
People who wish to use the courts 
will be able to turn on the lights 
until midnight every day by using a 
button at the courts. 

Rec Center members will be 
able to reserve the courts using a 
system similar to the one for re-
serving IM fields. Patrons will be 
able to use their Rice IDs to pick 
up a flag, which officially reserves 
a court, from the Rec Center op-
erations desk. The system will be 
in place by the beginning of the 
summer, Beckwith said. 

'Ihe old courts will remain in place 
through the Western Athletic Confer-
ence Tennis Championships, which 
will be held at Rice April 30-May 2. 
The old and new IM courts will be 
used for practices, and the new courts 
will be used for tournament games. 

Beckwith said he has requested 
that once the old courts are de-

ployed, the space be made into a 
lighted field similar to IM Field 7. 
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Brown senior presents honors thesis on racial segregation at Rice 
by David Berry 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

A higher proportion of black stu-
dents live off campus than any other 
racial group, and lunch tables in 
col lege commons are only half as 
integrated as they would be with 
random seating, Brown Col lege 
s e n i o r Valer ie L e w i s reported 
Wednesday. 

Lewis presented her findings, 
which come from her sociology 
honors thes is research, to an audi-
e n c e that packed a Humanit ies 
Building classroom as part of a 
program sponsored by AD VAN CE, 
Advocating Diversity and the Need 
for Cultural Exploration. 

Lewis' thesis focuses on racial 
segregation in the lives of Rice 
students. She broke down by race 
the percentage of students living on 
and off campus, and she conducted 
interviews to investigate the causes 
of segregation. 

Housing differences 
A m o n g juniors and seniors , 

proportionally more black students 
than white, Hispanic or Asian students 
live off campus, Lewis said. She sought 
to dispel the notion that a higher per-
centage of black students live off 
campus due to their higher represen-
tation among student-athletes. 

"You think, 'Athletesmove off cam-
pus because they need more sleep, 
and they want to live together,"' Lewis 
said. "But black athletes and black 
non-athletes both move off campus 
more [than non-black students who 
are not athletes]." 

About 60 percent of black stu-
dent-athletes and black non-athletes 
live off campus, Lewis said. Although 
the proportion of black student-ath-
letes who live off campus is similar 
to the percentage of non-black 
student-athletes who do so, black 
students who are not student-ath-
letes live off campus more fre.i t \ 'ntly 
than their non-black counterparts. 

BY THE NUMBERS: MINORITIES ON CAMPUS 
Sociology major Valerie Lewis presented information on the percentage 
of juniors and seniors of different race who live on campus at an 
ADVANCE forum. Black is the percentage of students on campus; white 
is those off campus. Lewis conducted the research as part of her thesis. 
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Lewis said her findings differ from 
2001 research by Carolyn Shulman 
(Wiess '03) and Jamie Lisagor 
(Hanszen '02), which found Hispanic 
students choosing to move off cam-
pus as frequently as blacks. Sulman 
and Lisagor found about 70 percent 
of black and Hispanic junior and 
seniors lived off campus. 

"I'm not sure where our differences 
come from," Lewis said. "It's possible 
that something changed, and I don't 
know how they did their research." 

Lewis said a limitation of her 
study was that her method required 
researchers to identify the races of 
other students rather than allowing 
students to self-identify. But she said 
it is unlikely a study based on self-
identification would significantly 
alter her findings. 

T h e empirical q u e s t i o n of 
whether minority flight exists could 
be resolved with certainty if the 
Office of Institutional Research, 
which collects data on all the opera-
tions of the university, made its 
information public, Lewis said. How-
ever, the office turned down Lewis's 
request for the information. 

"The administration has all the 
data about where people live and race 
as self-reported," Lewis said. "But 
they don't give it to anyone." 

Lunch table segregat ion 
Lewis also studied the composi-

tion of groups sitting at lunch tables 
in the residential colleges. About 
43 percent of the groups observed 
were racially homogenous, she said. 

Using a statistical t echnique 
called the dissimilarity index, Lewis 
estimated the percentage of all stu-
dents that would have to move to 
another table in order to achieve the 
complete integration of a given ra-
cial group. The index is a way of 
measuring the extent of a group's 
segregation, Lewis said. 

'It's sometimes just 

easier to hang out with 

similar people.' 
— Valerie Lewis 

Brown College sen ior 

According to the dissimilarity in-
dex, blacks are the most segregated 
students at lunch tables, followed by 
Hispanics, whites and Asians. 

Rice's lunch tables are only half 
as integrated as they would be if 
they were perfectly integrated, Lewis 
said. With perfect integration, the 
chance that two people chosen at 
random from a lunch table would be 
of different races would be doubled. 

Lewis said she did not focus on 
the rootcauses of social segregation 
at Rice, but she conducted inter-
views with 10 black students, and 
her findings suggested that at least 
some perception of outright discrimi-
nation by students and Rice Univer-
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Brown College senior Valerie Lewis presents her research on racial segrega-
tion at Rice at an ADVANCE forum Wednesday, titled "Segregation at Rice: 
Do we live and eat together?" 

sity Police officers does exist. 
"Among the black students we 

interviewed, most said they had been 
discriminated against at least once 
by the campos, and many said they 
had been discriminated against by 
other students," Lewis said. 

The interviews also revealed that 
many Rice students feel most com-
fortable with members of their own 
racial group because of shared cul-
ture and background, Lewis said. 

Based on that finding, Lewis 
proposed that social segregation 
may in part result from the greater 
ease of making friends inside one's 
racial group. 

"It s e e m s that everyone has a 
certain amount of social energy, 
and there are lots of demands on 
that energy," Lewis said. "It's some-
times just easier to hang out with 
similar people." 

Lewis said she hopes to publish 
her findings. She plans to enroll in 
the sociology graduate program at 
the University of Notre Dame next 
year. There she will continue study 
with Michael Emerson, a current 
Wee sociology professor who has 
accepted a position at Notre Dame. 

D i s c u s s i o n 
After Lewis's talk, ADVANCE 

Training and Development Chair 
Simon Birenbaum led a discussion 
on how the college system, campus 
cultural organizations, and personal 
decisions and attitudes affect racial 
relations at Rice. 

Birenbaum, a Jones College jun-
ior, r e c e i v e d many v i g o r o u s 
r e s p o n s e s . ADVANCE plans to 
continue exploring the i s sues at 
future events, he said. 

Baker College junior Alan Pham 
said Lewis ' f i n d i n g s and the 
subsequent discussion place respon-
sibility with all students to further 
a d d r e s s the c a u s e s of racial 
segregation. 

"She's definitely asking the right 
questions," Pham said. "She's bring-
ing to light a lot of questions that 
students have been talking about as 
far as lunch tables. Now there are 
actual numbers to back it up." 

MEAL TIME 
SEGREGATION: 
Sociology major Valerie Lewis 
presented information on the 
percentage of all students that 
would have to move to another 
table during meals in order 
to achieve the complete 
integration of a given racial 
group. The index is a measure 
of the extent of a group's 
segregation. 

White 
Black 
Hispanic 
Asian 

57.2% 
90.1% 
76.0% 
50.0% 

Rating drop attributed to 
decreased job placement 
RANKING, from Page 1 

should not greatly affect the 
way peer institutions view the 
Jones School. 

"If you look at the peer assess-
ment scores between [this year 
and last year), they have re-
mained very stable for Rice, so it 
is an indication that people real-
ize Rice is a good school and 

t h i n g s have not m a s s i v e l y 
changed," Elanigan said. 

'IJie Jones School's highest 
rankings this year in the U.S. 
News were in recruiter assess-
ment, in which the school ranked 
20th, and compensation for stu-
dents starting work in 2003, in 
which the school ranked 24th 
with an average of $82,357. 

mailto:news@rice.edu
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Slam team slips to 12th 
in national tournament 

by Melissa Waitsman 
THRESHER STAFF 

Despite a disappointing 12th place 
finish for the Rice Poetry Slam Team, 
team m e m b e r Stephen Bor received 
an individual award at the College 
Unions Poetry Slam — one of five 
given over the course of the competi-
tion. The tournament, which included 
80 people represent ing 20 teams, was 
held April 7-11 at the University of 
California-Berkeley. 

The Rice team, consisting of Bor, a 
Hanszen College senior, Lovett Col-
lege junior Adriana Ramirez, Hanszen 
sophomore Jennifer Weinberg and 
Baker College senior Rassul Zarinfar, 
participated in two preliminary slams 
before being eliminated. 

T h e Rice f o u r s o m e m a d e it to 
t h e s econd r o u n d of pre l iminary 
compet i t ion . 

T h e team's alternate, Hanszen 
sophomore ReyValdez, joined th ree 
o ther a l ternates to form a wild-card 
team at the competit ion. T h e wild-
card team replaced a college whose 
t eam dropped out. All four of its 
m e m b e r s turned in impressive per-
fo rmances in the first round, but the 
t eam came in last in a more competi-
tive second round. 

'We may not have won 
a big trophy, but we did 
win the respect of other 
teams, which we didn'/ 
have last year. We also 
won the respect of fans 
with nothing but our 
poetry.' 

— Adr ians Ramirez 

Lovett Col lege junior 

The poetry slam consisted of four 
rounds , and a t e am ' s score was com-
puted f rom the individual s c o r e s of 
the poe t s du r ing that round . Hie 
team s c o r e s f rom the first and sec-
ond r o u n d s w e r e combined , and 
the lowest e ight scores moved on to 
semifinals. F r o m there , the four low-
est scor ing t e a m s made it to the 
final round. 

In the first round, Rice tied for 
second place with Georgia Southern 
University. To break the tie, a single 
combat m a t c h u p was held. Each 
team sent up one poet, and on the 
basis of that per formance , the team 
won or lost the round. 

Rice sent up Bor, who performed 
his poem "Lily Wang," a work he 
wrote about a Rice student who shot 
an Asian woman two years ago. Bor 
earned second place for Rice with a 
29.6 to 29.4 win over Georgia South-
ern University. T h e performance also 
earned Bora nomination for the "Poet 
with the Most Heart" award, the only 
individual award that specifically hon-
ors the poet ra ther than the poem. 

J u d g e s selected some of the best 
p o e m s and poe t s to highlight before 
an audience of some 900 people in a 
final round of competi t ion. Bor and 
Ramirez were nominated, Bor for 
"Lily Wang" and Ramirez for her 
poem "PTC." 

Bor said h e was s tunned by the 
size of the audience that night, which 
was m u c h g rea te r than the 150-200 
people who at tended most of the 
tournament events. 

Bor said Berke ley , the h o m e 
team, and Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity, which b rough t in supporters , 
provided much of the audience. 

"I really want to e n c o u r a g e m o r e 
people to c o m e out to t h e poe t ry 
s l ams , " Bor said. "Having a big 
a u d i e n c e like that really m a k e s a 
d i f f e r ence . " 

Ramirez said she is happy with 
the team's per formance even though 

Rice did not place very high. 
"Despi te it all, I really feel we 

del ivered," Ramirez said. "We may 
not have won a big t rophy, but we 
did win the respec t of o the r teams, 
which we didn ' t have last year. We 
also won the respec t of fans with 
no th ing but our poetry ." 

Ramirez said several fans remem-
bered her poem "Don't Let Your Io>ver 
Make a Mess Out of You" from the 
competition and approached her as 
she was shopping in Berkeley. 

"They came up to m e and asked if 
1 was the girl who did the poem with 
the snapping, and then they actually 
began to do the first line of my poem," 
Ramirez said. 

At last year 's national competi-
tion, Rice took third place. Ramirez 
said that finish left the team some-
what complacent, but the returning 
m e m b e r s are ready to work hard for 
next year. 

Rejection letter blues 
LIZ KIM/THRESHER 

The Rice Jazz Lab Band performs at the Career Services Center Rejection Letter Party at Willy's Pub Wednes-
day night. At the party, students could exchange their job and graduate school rejection letters for free drinks 
and pizza. 

Were you on the ocean front in Fort Lauderdale on St. Patrick's Day? I'm still wondering where you 
went! Cannot forget your smile, witty sense of humor and pretty blue eyes. Please send me a short 
message so I know you at least made it back to Houston ok. :-) magdedudler@gTTvc.de -Graeme 
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THE THRESHER'S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 
APRIL 22,2004. 

f i 5 > ' 

p i c k s 
f r i d a y 

TRUCK WAS 
TRUCK 

There's nothing like a 

CD release party to turn 

an otherwise unevent-

ful night into something 

memorable. Catch Annie 

Lin along with Cameron 

Dezen Band and Alligator 

Dave at a party for Lin's 

new CD Truck was Stuck. 

Tonight at 8 p.m. 

Fitzgerald's, 2706 White 

Oak Drive. $15. Visit 

http://fitzlive.com for 

more information. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

ITS ALL ABOUT 
PERSPECTIVE 

If you enjoy the play Art, 

then do not miss play-

wright Yas mina Reza's 

comedy Life x 3, which 

shows the same dinner 

party from three very dif-

ferent perspectives. 

Tonight at 8 p.m., 

tomorrow at 2:30 and 

8 p.m. and Sunday at 

2:30 and 7:30 p.m. The 

Alley Theatre, 615 Texas 

Avenue. Tickets from 

$35-$52. Call the box 

office at (713) 228-8421 

for tickets. 

o n g o i n g 

I'M READY FOR 
MY CLOSE-UP 

To see the cutting edge of 

film and video art, do not 

miss Fade In: New Film and 

Video at the Contemporary 

Arts Museum, Houston. 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

Fridays and Saturdays 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursdays from 10 a.m. 

to 9 p.m. and Sundays 12 

p.m. to 5 p.m. Through 

July 4. Contemporary Arts 

Museum, 5216 Montrose. 

\\mr ,\ FEEIJXG! 

RDT provides an eclectic evening of choreography 
Carly Kocurek 
THRESHER STAFF 

Judging from the title, Rice Dance 
Theatre's spring recital, Everything+the 
Kitchen Sink, seems to be promising a 
lot. Indeed, the program does eagerly 
deliver an interesting assortment of 
dance styles due to the nine different 
choreographers. 

'everything + the 
kitchen sink' 

Rice Dance Theatre 
Rating: • • • 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
at Hamman Hall 

$5 students, $7 general 

The dances vary in length and style, 
and to make any generalizations about 
the program seems unfair. "I Love This 
Song!," an extremely peppy large-scale 
piece choreographed by RDTmember 
and director of Health Education and 
Wellness Emily Page, starts off the 
program. One of the weaknesses of 
this type of piece is that mistakes 
become difficult to miss, since most 
or all of the dancers are doing the 
same thing simultaneously. Still, the 
piece—danced to the song "Dreams" 
by '80s rock heroes Van Halen — is a 
lot of fun. 

Next on the program is "Isolation," 
by RDT co-president and Hanszen Col-
lege junior Helen Cloots. "Isolation" is 
a much quieter piece than Page's and 
seems, as a whole, almost fragile. The 
piece is beautiful and mesmerizing, with 
dancers moving delicately over gentle, 
slightly dissonant string-driven music. 

One of the real standouts of the 
evening is "On the Wing," by Assistant 
Director for Dance Rebecca Vails. The 
piece revolves around the soundtrack 
of Winged Migration, a documentary 
studying the flight patterns of migra-

MASTER CL4SS 

tory birds. The dance is mesmerizing in 
muchthesamewayasthedocumentary 
is, with dancers clad in white and black 
imitating squawking water birds and 
graceful Vsofgeese. Although lengthy, 
"On the Wing" does an excellent job of 
moving through different moods and 
sections, which keeps the movement 
from becoming too dull or repetitive. 

Closing out the first half of the pro-
gramis"RhythmBugs,"choreographed 
by guest choreographer Rick Carmago 
of City Dance Company. The piece is 
an intense bit of hip hop that obviously 
places some serious physical demands 
on the performers, who hold up very 
impressively through the dance, which 
cannot be anything but draining. 

The piece is 
beautiful and 
mesmerizing, with 
dancers moving 
DELICATELY OVer 
gentle, slightly 
dissonant string-
driven music. 

Will Rice College senior Mamie 
Air's "Siren Says" is in the same vein 
as Carmago's piece, but the smaller 
scale of the dance makes it easier to 
follow individual dancers. 

The program then makes a move 
toward the somber, with Lovett 
College senior Katherine Walther's 
meditative "War and Peace." Perhaps 
the metaphor was wasted on me, but I 
had difficulty following the dance. 

Similarly, "If I Had Things My 
Way," by Jones College senior 
Michelle Bost, seemed to last 
longer than it might have in an 
ideal world. The piece was mostly 

CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

"Everything + the Kitchen Sink" offers an interesting mix of dancing styles and 
showcases the work of nine different choreographers. 

Peace," do toy with movement. The well-executed, but it just outlived 
my attention span. 

Closing out the program. Dance 
Theatre Coordinator Christine I idvall's 
"Cheerful Eolk"isa wonderful bit offluff 
dramatized by a crew of extremely dis-
ciplined cheerleaders—complete with 
pom-ix)ms. The dance satirizes social 
dynamics and is definitely the funniest 
thing on the evening's program. 

Everything + the Kitchen Sink 
runs the gamut as far as styles go. 
Although there is nothing extremely 
experimental, some pieces, like "On 
the Wing," "Isolation" and "War and 

MTV-fueled hip hop in "Rhythm Bugs" 
and "Siren Says" will likely help hold 
the attention of people less dedicated 
to dance, and "Cheerful Folk" is pure 
fun for any audience members. 

Taken altogether, RDTs spring 
program is up to the company's 
usual high standards and really does 
offer an assortment of pieces likely 
to appeal to most people who would 
consider going to a dance show. Some 
pieces might even hook in audience 
members who could have sworn they 
were not interested. 

Playwriting class to debut student works this weekend 
Jonathan Schumann 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

As most writers will attest, noth-
ing compares to the experience of a 
workshop. Painful, nerve-racking, 
intense, valuable and ultimately 
irreplaceable, the workshop is an 
environment that provides priceless 
feedback. For a writer to hear his 
work read aloud for the first time 
and to receive a constant barrage of 
criticism immensely helps mold a 
polished final product. 

'/ had to gauge the 
experience. I love my 
stuff. If everyone else 
hates it, I guess I'll go 
work at STARBUCKS. ' 

— Stephen Fell 
Student playwright 

Writers in Martel College's Play-
writing Master Class have been writ-
ing for a semester and are now putting 
on Martel Take Ten, a presentation 
of 10 student-written and student-di-
rected plays to be performed tonight 
and tomorrow night at 8 p.m. in the 
Martel Commons. 

Martel sopho-
more Jennifer Lee, 
who in addition 
to writing is the 
class' student co-
ordinator, said the 
aim of the class is 
to give students 
the opportunity to 
see what life as a 
professional play-
wright is like. 

To achieve this, 
in addition to re-

ceiving class feedback on their 
work, students have also listened to 
theater professionals speak about 
their craft. 

"The students had a chance to 
interact with theater professionals 
from Rice University and the Houston 
area, which gave them further insight 
into the professional theater world 
and gave them a chance to receive 
feedback from those professionals," 
Lee said. 

Famed playwright Lanford Wil-
son, most famous for Burn This 
(for which Joan Allen won a Tony 
award in its original Broadway run 
and which was recently revived 
off-Broadway starring Catherine 
Keener and Edward Norton); Rob 
Bundy, the artistic director for 
Stages Repertory Theatre; and Rice 
Theater Director Mark Ramont 
were among the professionals who 
spoke to the class. 

Ipek Martinez, a staff member 
who is taking the class, said the 
speakers were inspirational. Talking 
with Wilson was especially interest-
ing, because Martinez had just read 
Wilson's play Redwood Curtain. 

"I had a chance to ask him what 
made him write it," Martinez said. 
"He told us several events from his 
life at the time he was in California 
that led him to develop the story. 
I loved hearing the stories behind 
the story. Now, I'll never forget 
that play." 

Martel junior Stephen Fell, who 
wrote two of the plays that will be 
performed, agreed that Wilson was a 
valuable source of information. 

"From looking at his work and 
from what he told us, he left no rock 
unturned for material — he took a lot 
of risks," Fell said. "Why not do that 
with our work, too?" 

Now, after a semester of work, 
the class efforts will culminate in 
Martel Take Ten, an evening of 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESMFF 

(From left), Jacob Dickerman, Cordon DeKock and Jon Levey star in "A Father 
Son Chat," which Dickerman also wrote. 

student-written plays and student-
directed productions. If the various 
plays' subject matter is any indica-
tion — suicide, sex and neurosis 
to name a few — it is sure to be an 
interesting night of theater. 

Fell said he is anxious to see 
reactions to both of his plays. One 
grapples with issues of sexuality, 
and the other is a dark comedy 
about suicide. 

Will Rice sophomore Jacob 
Dickerman's play explores the in-
teractions of five people watching a 
baseball game. 

"I guess it's about not looking for 
perfection in everything — letting 
things slide sometimes," Dicker-
man said of the meaning of his 
play. "Sometimes we try too hard, 

and we make something that's fun 
and wholesome into an enormous 
neurotic affair." 

Dickerman said he has found 
the class very informative, par-
ticularly in what he learned about 
a playwright's life. 

"We learned . . . about the actual 
mechanics of putting up a show and 
getting out in the world as a new 
playwright," he said. 

This knowledge may prove valu-
able, especially since some of the 
class' writers aspire to continue 
writing in the future. 

"I would love to wrile the rest of 
my life," Fell said. "I had to gauge 
the experience. I love my stuff. If 
everyone else hates it, I guess I'll go 
work at Starbucks." 

http://fitzlive.com
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Exhibit explores the art and culture of African-Americans 
Christina M. Frangos 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The African-American Art ex-
hibit currently on show at The 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 

• embodies the spirit and history of 
H African-Americans in the United 
• States. The works in the exhibit, se-
I lected entirely from the museum's 
I own collection, incorporate a great 
I variety of media, including wood, 
E fabric, stones and found objects, 
[ into a variety of paintings, scul|>-
I tures and photographs. 

' a fr i can-amer ican 
art from the MFAH 
c o l l e c t i o n ' 
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Caroline Wiess Law Building 
Rating: • • • • 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Through May 9 

For the most part, however, the 
vasUy different pieces have similar 
messages at their cores. The recur-
rent theme of racial inequality is 
addressed through satire and irony, 
but also occasional lightheadedness, 
and some works challenge African-
American stereotypes. 

The variation in media and mes-
sages sufficiently avoids the all-too of-
ten artistic monotony associated with 
exhibits devoted to a single culture. 
Each gallery features a specific theme 
to provide cohesion. For instance, 
one gallery displays works solely in 
black and white. Other areas contain 
pieces by both teachers and students, 
allowing for visual recognition of the 
influence of one upon the other. 

Reflections on the Great Depres-
sion and the American Civil Rights 
Movement reappear in many of the 
photographic images, as well as in 
numerous paintings. 'Hie Harlem 

ROCK THE /.111A 

Renaissance clearly has inlluenced 
many of the pieces. Poignant gelatin-
silver photographs depict many of the 
historical and cultural elements of 
African-American society. P.H. Polk's 
Depression-era study "Coming to the 
Fair" (1929) captures the essence of 
marketplace toils, while his "George 
Washington Carver in the Lab" 
(1930) depicts the mental toils of the 
scientist deep in concentration. 

Several series are featured in this 
vast exhibit On opposing walls, Amalia 
Amaki's set of four inkjet photographs 
"Face It" (2001) and Michael Ray 
Charles' acrylic and copper penny 
posters "Forever Free" (1997) ask 
frightening questions about the soci-
etal stereotypes of blacks in our mod-
ern world. Amaki's works juxtapose 
images of a circus-employed boy and 
girl in humorous yet pathetic stances. 
Collaged faces with scrutinizing looks 
appear around them, and clapping 
gloves exist in all but one of the set. 

Reflections 
on the Great 
Depression and 
the American Civil 
Rights Movement 
reappear in many 
of the photographic 
IMAGES, as well as in 
numerous paintings. 

While this series speaks to the 
exploitation of black performers, 
Charles' "Forever Free" examines the 
role of advertising in p< *rpetuating black 
stereotypes. Also using the symbolic 
circus image, Charles paints a jet-black 

KTRU Show tomorrow 
has live bands for free 
Christina Frangos 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

KTRU's 13th Annual Outdoor 
Show, which will be held tomorrow on 
theOld Wiess Field from 3-10p.m„ will 
feature several bands and solo artists 
from Texas. 

Based in Austin, opening act 
Telephone Company is a hardcore 
children's band that describes itself 
as "overt-absurdist." 

The Weird Weeds will next elec-
trify the stage with their experimental 

> noise-rock music. The Austin-based 
band consists of Steve Gigante on 
vocals, Nick 1 lennies on drums and 
Aaron Russell on guitar; all members 
had previously played in bands such 
as 7 Year Rabbit Cycle, THETEETHE 
and the Castanets. 

Next up will be Hennies' for-
mer band, the San Diego duo 
Castanets. Echoing in the styles of 
Velvet Underground and No Neck 
Blues Band, band members Ray 
Raposa and Nathan Delffs' haunt-
ing, somber music is sure to rock 
the crowd. This group has shared 
bills with the likes of bands like 
Hella, Rob Crow, Lazarus and the 
Dirty Three. 

K T R U O U T D O O R 

S H O W S C H E D U L E 

3 p.m. Telephone Company 

4 p.m. The Weird Weeds 

5 p.m. The Castanets 

6 p.m. Rua Minx 

7 p.m. Muzak 

8 p.m. The New Sound of My 

Bossa Nova 

9 p.m. Jana Hunter 

10 p.m. MAGAS 

w 

United Apartment Locators. 
- * www.uniteahamenetwofk.iom-

Vf TREE APARTMENT LOCATING 
v f TREE MOVING SERVICE (crrtsiiiraniftBaiji to opefy'fwfrre mottle •»'•*») 

SERVICING HARRIS AND GALVESTON COUNTY 

Rrm'iiiimi'/jftfji.-iii At I BKIS PAIU OKHWA SMfH M i l HOWAVf 
riTWH (tmtH POOl BUS ROUII 
/ I MR MtURITV COI/tRfO PAHHIHh (OVtRW PARKING 

I OR MORI INFORMATION 1 . 8 0 0 . 3 ^ 2 . ^ 1 9 3 3 OR 
www unitedhomenctwork com 

COURTESY THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS. HOUSTON 

This photograph by Ernest C. Wither, First Desegregated Bus Ride, from his portfolio I am a Man is featured in The Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, Houston's exhibit of African-American art . 

a horizon causes the viewer to ask 
what might lie down those distant 
alleyways and to wonder about this 
town's mysterious history. 

While the MFAH creates a well-
designed and fascinating exhibit, 
the museum sadly fails yet again 
to sufficiently label sculptures and 
unhung works, a chronic problem of 
the MFAH. Identification plaques in 
close proximity to works would easily 
distinguish the names and creators of 
some of the most impressive pieces. 

Such a small complaint means 
very little in light of the impres-
sive exhibit, which is an important 
destination for all serious art and 
culture critics. 

performer clad in harlequin costume, 
with a jester cap that is part of his head. 
'Die posters resemble 1920s vaudeville 
brochures, antiquated and torn. On 
each of the four posters, a penny glued 
to the surface is inconspicuously paint-
ed over, which ingeniously expresses 
the artist's view regarding the cheap-
ness of black entertainment. 

Other pieces include hung sculp-
tures of shackles addressing slavery, 
paintings depicting physical labors of 
the black man and several multimedia 
works that speak to the role of Afri-
can-Americans in the relatively short 
span of American history. 

Despite the focus on injustice to 
blacks specifically, there are also 

ample pieces more universal in nature 
which ask larger questions. Religious 
influences arc apparent in several 
paintings, such as the depictions of 
the apple from the biblical creation 
story, a shrouded Muslim woman 
and a likeness of Moses holding the 
Ten Commandments. 

A few works display an interest 
in international subjects and a seem-
ing disregard for the African-Ameri-
can state of affairs. In William H. 
Johnson's oil painting "Cagnes-sur-
Mer" (1928), quaint sandy buildings 
of this French seaside town curve 
inward, creating a surrealist picture 
reminiscent of how sleepy towns 
attract weary travelers. The lack of 

Local band Rua Minx, whose 
music is both strange, romantic 
and adventurous, will play at 6 
p.m. Their music is an eclectic 
mix of romanticism, profanity and 
adventure. 

Muzak, a local one-man band 
featuring Johnny Muzak, who is 
a radical keyboardist, follows at 
7 p.m. Although his only record-
ings have been self-produced, 
he recently gained attention when 

See KTRU, Page 12 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 Large Cheese or 
l-topping pizza 

#A2 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#A 3 
1 order of chicken 

and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 

mi Large l-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713) 523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
H o u r s 11 a m to 2 a m - 7 d a v s 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
0 2 0 0 4 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at part ic ipat ing 
store only. Prices may vary. C u s t o m e r p a y s s a l e s tax. Our drivers carry l e s s 
than $20 . Delivery area l imited to e n s u r e safe delivery. Deep Di sh Extra. 
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COURTESY KTRU 

The Castanets, a San Diego band whose sound emulates Velvet Underground 
and No Neck Blues Band, play at the KTRU Outdoor Show tomorrow. 

Houston's Jana Hunter to 
appear at KTRU's Show 
KTRU, from Page 11 
he played in New York City, the 
country's avant-garde capital. 

With 8 p.m. comes the rhythms 
of the samba and bossa nova from 
Braz i l i an - insp i red g r o u p New 
Sound of My Bossa Nova. 

Fusing experimental pop music 
with Latin culture, founding musi-
cian Justin Shay will be joined by 
Patrick Elkins, Kelly Szott and 
Jason Voss. 

Houston vocalist and guitarist 
Jana Hunter, of the former band 
Matty & Mossy, will be featured at 
9 p.m. with her blues-rock inspired 

music. Her sound incorporates elec-
tronics and pop with some amazing 
songwriting. Be sure to catch her 
Saturday — because she has not 
yet released any songs. 

Last on Saturday 's l ineup is 
Houston-based MAGAS, the one-
man show featuring Chicago native 
James Marlon Magas, who debuted 
his solo electric sound in Los An-
geles in 1999. 

Having performed with bands 
suchasAdult .TransAmandl .akcof 
Dracula, this electric funk/ techno 
rocker will close the KTRU show 
with a bang. 

//// i'Ki\d i.'i Tilths 

Novel an exquisite look at troubled family 
Michael Hardy 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Houston author Mylene Dressler's 
accomplished new novel The Flood-
makers revels in the lives of its eccen-
tric characters. The story primarily 
follows Dennis Buelle, an iconic, 
white-haired Southern playwright 
modeled after Tennessee Williams, 
and his misfit children over the 
course of a stormy weekend. 

the floodmakers' 
Myldne Dressier 
Rating: • • • • 

(out of five) 

The action begins when Dennis' 
son Harry arrives to find his father 
in a deep emotional attachment with 
an abandoned seabird. Harry is soon 
joined by his sister Sarah, her Czech 
husband Paul and Dennis' second wife 
Jean for what becomes an impromptu 
family reunion. During their time 
together, Dennis, an irascible octoge-
narian, lavishes far more attention on 
his bird than on his frustrated children, 
who are also artists growing up in their 
father's shadow. Later, we see the bird 
not as a rival but as a surrogate sibling to 
Harry and Sarah, as Dennis nurses it in 
a pathetic attempt to make amends for 
his failings as a father before he dies. 

These failings, which Dressier 
retraces in superb, painful detail, have 
left Harry and Sarah afloat in a sea of 
trust fund money and disappointed 
expectations. Despite promising 
starts — Sarah was a master violinist, 
and Harry had read all of Chekhov 
before they were twelve — they, like 
Gene Hackman's children in Vie Royal 
Tenenbaums, seem to be paddling in 
circles. Sarah, an epileptic who spent 
her childhood strapped into a helmet, 

is currently making a documentary 
about her famous father, with her 
husband serving as cinematographer. 
Harr j • is a gay experimental playwright 
in Greenwich Village and, following a 
brutal argument with his boyfriend, is 
recovering from a half-hear ted suicide 
attempt, when Jean calls to invite him 
down to Texas. Packed into the claus-
trophobic beach house, the Buelle 
children and their brilliant, proud 
father try to come to terms with each 
otherasold resentments and repressed 
secrets threaten to permanently tear 
apart their already disjointed family. 

Appropriately, since her two central 
characters are playwrights, Dressier 
suffuses her novel with references to 
the stage, from the Ibsen epigraph at 
the book's beginning to applause she 
hears in the crash of waves that brings 
herstorytoaclose. The Floodmakers is 
experimental in the sense that Dressier 
attempts to translate the conventions 
of the theatre — its physicality, its 
pungent dialogue, its sharply-defined 
characters — into novelistic form. 
In literature, narrators tell us about 
characters; in drama, characters tell 
us about themselves. Although Harry, 
Dressler's narrator, performs all the 
usual narrative functions, she relies 
largely on her characters to tell their 
own story. 

Additionally, the close attention she 
pays her characters' movement around 
the house and the way their bodies 
inhabit space, as well as her keen ear 
for idiomatic peculiarities, pays off in 
creating five remarkable characters. 

Dressier sets the novel, except 
for frequent flashbacks (which she 
skillfully builds into the narrative 
like secret rooms the characters 
stumble into), entirely within the 
Buelle beach house, Dennis' child-
hood home and the sole survivor of 
1961's Hurricane Carla. Her sense 

of place is unfailing — anyone who 
has vacationed on the Gulf will imme-
diately recognize the green-brown 
ocean, the jellyfish tiaras lining the 
beach and the relentless, irrevers-
ible migration of sand into the 
house. The details en rich Dressler's 
description of how the whole house 
shudders when a strong gust of wind . 
hits and how it rattles when someone 
pulls into the driveway beneath (like 
most Gulf houses, it is built on stilts 
to protect against flooding). 

They, like Gene 
Hackman's 
children in The 
Royal Tenenbaums, 
seem to be 
PADDLING in circles. 

The novel's theatricality, however, 
is also the source of its most frustrat-
ing defect For all the energy Dressier 
puts into creating an exterior for her 
characters, she fails to fully develop 
their inner lives; at the end of the novel, 
while we know much about how each 
character dresses, talks and moves 
about, we know little about the way 
they think. Itiseasyto imagine talented 
actors creating great characters out of 
Harry, Dennis and Sarah — the mate-
rial is there—but in the novel, they are 
merely outlines. Dressler's characters 
lack that ineffable inwardness and es-
sential subjectivity of consciousness 
which the best novelists possess. 

Still, The Floodmakers is sturdily-
constructed, elegantly written and il-
lustrative of Dressler's uncanny eye for 
detail. A significant achievement in its 
own right, it points toward even greater 
things from this promising author. 

V&' 

Let your skin 
come out and play. 
Learn about our easy and affordable, FDA-approved, physician-

certified laser hair removal system: just come in today for a 

free, no-obligation consultation. You'll like our interest-free 

payment plan and written guarantee. And you'll love the way 

you look - and feel. 

1ASERHAIR REMOVAL 

Treatments starting at: 

Upper Lip $99.95 

Underarms $ 179.95 

Bikini Line $209.95 

Lower Legs $259.95 

www.amer icanlasercenters .com 

American Laser 
Centers 

1-888-480-9458 

Three locations in the 
greater Houston area 
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Classic Italian with Southern spice 
by Emily Holcombe 

THKKSHER STAFF 

Sitting in an unremarkable shop-
ping center, surrounded by tall of-
fice buildings, just a few blocks from 
the Galleria, La Strada is prepared 
to accommodate a diverse clientele. 
Its classy atmosphere primarily 
meets the needs of upscale work-
ers, but trendy college students on 
a budget will also find La Strada's 
atmosphere appealing. 

La Strada 

Overall: • • • • 
Food: • • • 1 / 2 

Atmosphere: • • • • 1 / 2 
Value: • • • 

(out of five) 

Strada's high ceiling, earthy 
tones and abstract art create a hip 
tone. Its dim lights and small tables 
also make it a fantastic setting 
for a romantic evening. The soft 
blues music floating through the 
restaurant prevents I,a Strada from 
feeling pretentious. 

The bar area is large and artistical-
ly decorated, enticing the customer 
waiting at the host stand. On a nice 
flay, try sitting outside on the small 
and casual patio. Trees and a fence 

surrounding the simply-decorated 
patio enable the customer to ignore 
the nearby office buildings. 

The menu is fairly short: one 
page consisting of soups and salads, 
appetizers, and a selection of entrees 
made mostly with some combination 
of pasta, chicken and fish. IM Strada's 
cooking leans towards Italian, but 
hints of typical Southwestern fare, 
like Jalapeno Fettuccine, sprinkle the 
menu. The dishes focus on a few ba-
sic components, but the preparation 
ranges from classic to creative. 

The brick oven pizzas are a 
reliable choice, with crispy thin 
crust, an unusually sweet tomato 
sauce and a full layer of fresh 
toppings. The spicy crab cakes, a 
house specialty, contain little filler, 
unlike the more typical all-brcad-
and-no-crab dish frequently served 
in restaurants. The two small cakes 
are suitably complemented with a 
cool, creamy sauce. 

Less than a minute after sitting 
down, hot bread arrives to ready 
the customer for the great food 
to follow. The bread comes in 
two varieties. One type is a small, 
French-style round loaf served 
with a perfect olive oil, Parmesan 
cheese, pepper and garlic mix; the 
other is a more creative soft bread 
topped with Italian spices. 

Although the bread may seem 
unbeatable, the appetizers will 

lEnchante with Chez Beignets 
by Emily Edwards 

THRESHKR STAFF 

» The French sidewalk cafe Chez 
• B e i g n e t s might seem like a random 
•add i t ion to the upscale restaurants 
• o f f Buffalo Speedway and Bisson-
^ n e t Street. However, the cheap, 

delicious menu and friendly service 
/ill make a habitual customer of 

(any walk-in. 
Chez Beignets' unpretentious 

atmosphere comes from its humble, 
(unaffected combination of French 
and Asian paraphernalia. French 
Hags and posters of Renoir mas-
terpieces hang alongside Japanese 
lea lanterns and advertisements for 
nibble tea. This somewhat surpris-

ing cultural mixture immediately 
vanishes any hints of stereotypical 
Tench snobbery and adds to the 
lonesty of the cafe. 

covered in powdered sugar and 
drizzled with honey. The 12 beignets 
at $8.95 is the only item on the menu 
that costs more than $5, making Chez 
Beignets incredibly economical. 

Chez Beignets offers a 

tasty, economical and 

unique rendition of the 

classic French version 

of funnel cake. 

Chez Beignets 

Overall: • • • • • 

Food: • • • • • 

Atmosphere: • • • • 

Value: • • • • • 
(out of five) 

Covered outdoor seating, remi-
liscent of New Orleans' Cafe I hi 
Vlonde, augments the positive 
rench aspect of the ambiance, 

hit unlike Cafe I)u Monde, Chez 
beignets is not overrun with loud, 
•bnoxious tourists. The small and 
ntimate space gives Chez Beignets 
homey feel, complemented by the 

riendly employees. 
The simple menu of beignets and 

otfee makes ordering easy. Beig-
ets are available individually and in 
askets of smaller "finger beignets," 
hich appear to be the main draw 
•very customer in the restaurant was 
njoying an order of these delights 

further surprise an unsuspecting 
first-time customer. When choos-
ing an appetizer, consider the 
Baked Brie, Grilled Bosc Pears and 
Roasted Whole Garlic, served with 
a full plate of field greens in light 
vinaigrette. The unusual combina-
tion of warm smooth Brie, mushy 
cloves of garlic and sweet pears 
piled on a piece of crunchy toast 
tastes surprisingly delicious. 

The service is not the kind a Rice 
student finds at a usual Saturday 
night college hangout. Most no-
ticeably, the servers are older and 
more professional. Do not expect 
the waiter to hang out or make 
overly friendly small talk but do 
not expect any mistakes either. My 
water glass was always full, empty 
plates were quickly cleared, and 
the waiter was ready with sugges-
tions from the menu. The service 
matches the classy image portrayed 
by both the decorations and the 
food at La Strada. 

La Strada's prices are unpredict-
ably low. Appetizers, salads and 
pizzas all cost under $10, and one 
will rarely spend more than $15 on 
an entree. 

Try La Strada when feeling 
hungry, slightly adventurous and 
chic. For sophisticated atmosphere, 
efficient service and low prices. La 
Strada's wonderful food is well worth 
the 15-minute drive. 

JENN MOLHOLT/THRESHER 

The modern decor and warm colors in the dining room at La Strada exude 
class and sophistication. 

DINING: LA STRADA 
Two Locations: 
(713) 850-9999 
5161 San Felipe 

(713) 523-1014 
322 Westheimer Road 

www.lastrada.org 

Sunday - Thursday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Friday - Saturday: 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
All major credit cards 

Price Range: $5 - $20 

Special Deals: Sunday brunch 

JENN MOLHOLT/THRESHER 

The counter service at Chez Beignets is friendly and prompt, as you watch your order being prepared. 

The proprietor prepares this 
French equivalent of a dough-
nut/fried-dough hybrid to order, 
cutting the dough just behind the 
counter. You can almost feel your 
arteries clogging up, as you watch 
the dough fry in the huge vat of 
hot oil. As unappetizing as the 
preparation sounds, the delicious 
end product topped in powdered 
sugar justifies the somewhat-less-
than-heart-healthy cooking. Also, 
try a beignet stuffed with vanilla 
hazelnut, chocolate or fruit. 

Although the food menu is sim-
ple, a wide selection of beverages 
is available. Help yourself to the 
bottomless cups of coffee — vanilla 
hazelnut, French blend, chickory or 
decaf — to offset the sweetness of 
the beignets. Self-serve milk, juice 
and soda are also available to help 
stop coughing fits after accidentally 

inhaling powdered sugar. 
Chez Beignets' fare, while not 

exactly varied, does have a useful 
versatility. The beignets and coffee 
serve as breakfast, snacks or des-
sert, depending on the time of day. 
This ubiquitous quality is helped by 
the hours: Hie cafe stays open until 
2 a.m. on weekends, making Chez 
Beignets a refreshing late-night 
option when you've been to Taco 
Cabana or Ruchi's Taqueria's El 
Rincon one too many times. Just be 
sure someone stays sober enough 
to remember to have cash on hand 
since Chez Beignets does not take 
credit or debit cards. 

Regardless of the time of day, Chez 
Beignets offers a tasty, economical 
and unique rendition of the classic 
French version of funnel cake. The 
next time you need a spot to study, a 
cute dessert place or a late-night food 
stop, try Chez Beignets. 

DINING: CHEZ BEIGNETS 
(713) 592-9777 
5243 Buffalo Speedway 

Sunday Thursday: 6:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Friday - Saturday: 6:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
Cash or check only. 

Price Range: $1 $9 

Smoking: Permitted outside. 

Make your Graduation Party 
a smash with a 

Margarita Machine Rental 
WE W I L L G I V E Y O U 
FREE 50 CUPS 
FREE SALT 
FREE SET UP 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
FREE CLEANING 
FREE CART RENTAL 

Congratulations to all our 
GRADUATES 

Class 
of 

2004!" 

7 1 3 - 6 6 4 - R I T A ( 7 4 8 2 ) 

http://www.lastrada.org
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Tennis thrashes Texas, 
avenges '03 NCAA loss 

by Zach Epstein 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Sophomore Robert Searfe returns a volley against University of Tulsa March 21 at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. The Owls beat UT last weekend to improve to 18-3 on the season, and Searle was named 
WAC Player of the Week for his performance. Rice travels to UTA on Saturday and SMU on Sunday. 

Owls strong at SeaRays 
Wiggins betters WAC-best time 

On Sunday, the 12th-ranked tennis team 
ended its three-match losing streak, defeat-
ing the 28th-ranked University of Texas 6-1 
in Rice's final regular-season home match. 
With the win, the Owls move to 18-3 on the 
year, and they will finish the regular sea-
son this weekend with matches at No. 75 
University of Texas-Arlington Saturday at 
1 p.m. and No. 31 Southern Methodist 
University Sunday at noon. The following 
weekend. Rice will host the Western Athletic 
Conference Championships at Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium April 30-May 2. 

SMU, which recently upset 12th-ranked 
TCU, will travel to Rice for the WAC Champion-
ships, but this weekend the Owls will have to 
face the surging Mustangs in Dallas. 

"[SMU is| just starting to peak," assistant 
coach Shahcen Ladhani (Sid '97) said. "They've 
been mediocre until now. but they've gotten 
some guys back that are healthy. It's a huge 
match for us, whether it's a conference match 
or not. We want to finish strong." 

With a win, Rice would secure its spot as 
the top seed for the WAC Championships, 
giving the team not only home-court advan-
tage, but also a favorable draw. 

The turnout for Sunday's match was the high-
est for the Owls this year, as they faced regional 
rival UT while mired in a fortnight-long slump. In 
front of a near-capacity crowd at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium, the Owls used adjustments made dur-
ing the week's practices to end their only losing 

By Dylan Hedrick 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a trip to Knoxville, Tenn., last 
weekend, the men's track and field 
team will get a break from long-dis-
tance travel with a short drive north 
to Fo r t Wor th for the Texas Ch risti an 
University Invitational Meet this 
weekend. The meet, held at Lowdon 
Track & Field Complex, will feature 
the Horned Frogs, ranked sixth 
nationally, as well as 16th-ranked 
University of Texas. 

"We are taking quite a bit of 
the crew up to TCU," head coach 
Jon Warren (Jones '88) said. "The 
middle distance and distance guys 
who went to Tennessee are not go-
ing up there, but we are running 
most of the sprinters, and the field 
event guys who didn't get to travel 
last week are going." 

Since the TCU Invitational does 
not feature a decathlon, senior Ryan 
Harlan will travel to the I >ouisiana State 
University Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

"We are expecting some good 
things from him this weekend," War-
ren said. "Ryan's the only one going to 
LSU, so hopefully he will get a mark 
and qualify for the NCAAs." 

The previous weekend at the 

SeaRays Relays, the Owls continued 
their quest toward a regional champion-
ship, qualifying in four more events for 
the NCAA Midwest Regional Meet. 

Senior Ben Wiggins once again 
had the weekend's standout perfor-
mance, as he placed second in the 
400-meter hurdles with a regional 
qualifying time of 49.98 seconds. 

'Tha t ' s been a goal of mine this 
year: to get under 50 [seconds]," 
Wiggins said. ' T h e r e is still a long 
way to go, but it was another nice 
step to take. It's nice to have that 
honor, but I'm thinking in te rms of 
getting to the finals in the NCAAs 
and hopefully to the finals in the 
Olympic trials." 

Warren said he was impressed with 
Wiggins' performance in the hurdles. 

"He is just running phenom-
enally well, both in the 400 hurdles 
and the 4x4 [00 relay J," Warren said. 
"If my memory serves me right, he 
is just the fourth Rice athlete to be 
sub-50 [in the 400 hurdles] in the 
last 10 to 12 years." 

Wiggins' time was indeed the 
fourth-fastest ever by a Rice athlete 
in the event and places him first in 
the conference by over two and a 
half seconds. 

Sec TRACK, Page 18 

Rice readies for WAC tourney 
with UTEP, SMU matches 

by Christine Chen 
THRESHER STAFF 

At the close of a season in which 
it has played 10 of the nation's top 
50 teams but defeated none of 
them, the women's tennis team 
is preparing for its final two dual 
matches, both against Western 
Athletic Conference foes. 

The 75th-ranked Owls play the 
University of Texas-El Paso today 
at 3 p.m. and 42nd-ranked Southern 
Methodist University tomorrow at 
1:30 p.m., both at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. This weekend's Western 
Athletic Conference matches have 
added significance, as they deter-
mine seedlings for the WAC Cham-
pionships, to be held April 30-May 2 
at Jake Hess. After a difficult match 
against then-No. 13Tulane University 
last weekend, sophomore Iaurcn 
Archer said she looks forward to this 
weekend's matches. 

"We are pretty excited," Archer 
said. "We're wrapping up our sea-
son this weekend — we want to go 
out with a high note. They are both 
solid teams, and we are just going to 

go out and try our hardest and get 
ready for [the] WAC [Champion-
ships], We played both teams last 
year and played them well." 

In 2003, the Owls cruised past 
UTEP 6-1 at home but fell on the 
road to SMU, 5-2. Sophomore 
Melissa Back said the Owls' goal 
is to play their best in the season's 
most impor t an t matches , the 
WAC Championships. 

"We are looking to do some dam-
age and get our ranking back," Back 
said. "This [weekend's matches | will 
be a positive way to prepare for the 
WAC Championships that will be at 
Rice this year. We have been trying 
the whole season to jx>ak for the 
conference [championships I. These 
are our last two home matches of the 
season, and we are really excited 
about finishing with a bang." 

Last Saturday, Rice played 
its final road match, traveling to 
New Orleans, La., to face Tulane. 
Playing a top-30 team for the third 
time in four matches, the Owls lost 
all three doubles matches and five 
of the six singles matches for a 6-1 
final score. 

Archer and sophomore Blair 
DiSesa played the closest doubles 
match, falling 8-6 to the Green Wave 
at the top spot. 

In singles, the sophomores had 
mixed success, as DiSesa won her 
match at the first position against 
Maria Ivanov in straight se ts 
6-3,6-3, while Archer fell 6-1,6-2 at 
the second singles spot. 

"I didn't play that well, [but] Blair 
had a strong win, and [we] almost 
got the doubles win," Archer said. 
"They are just a really good team, 
and it was a tough match. I know 
everyone played well. Ilowever, the 
other team played Hist as well and 
just as hard, and sometimes there 
isn't much we can do." 

Back, playing in her lirst dual 
match of the season, lost 6-1, 6-1 
at the sixth spot. 

"[Tulane is] a really solid team 
— it was a good match," Back said. 
"We tried our best. We went out there 
with a good attitude, and we fought as 
a team. Unfortunately, it didn't go our 
way, but we did our best. Hopefully, 
this will pay off in the end at [the] 
WAC [Championships]." 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN S P O R T S 

Owlook liked the beard head men's 
basketball coach Willis Wilson was sport-
ing at the men's tennis match last weekend, 
but apparently the Coliegclnsider.confs 
Fashionable Fourjudgesdid not. Wilson, the 
2002 champ and a finalist last year, was ousted 
in the semifinals by TCU's Neil Dougherty. 
Given Owlook's documented feelings about 
TCU, this news was not well-received. 

Owlook was raised to root for the under-
dogs and accordingly adopted Phil Mickelson 
early in hiscareerofheartbreak. Besides the 
elation about Mickelson's win, Owlook sure 
felt old upon realizing that Mickelson's baby, 
the subject of the '111 walk off the course if 
my wife goes into labor' hype at the 1998 
Open—perhaps the most notable Mickelson 
choke job — is now a school-age kid. 

Friday 4 / 1 6 3 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. UTEP (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
7 p.m. Baseball vs. San Jose State (Reckling Park) 

Saturday 4 /17 1:30 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. SMU (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 
2 p.m. Baseball vs. San Jose State (Reckling Park) 

Sunday 4 / 1 8 1p.m. Baseball vs. San Jofa State (Reckling Park) 

Tuesday 4 / 2 0 7 p.m. Baseball vs. Lamar (Reckling Park) 
Cardinals only team to sweep 2003 national champs 

streak ot'the season and avenge a narrow NCAA 
tournament loss from a year ago. 

"We did some specific things in ordertogain the 
win, ratherthan hoping it came by magic," I .adham 
said. "Each individual made some contribution 
over the four days before the match." 

Senior Richard Barker credited the team's 
renewed sense of purpose for its improved 
play against UT. 

"We all made a commitment, not just to 
ourselves, but to everyone else, to work on 
one or two things each," Richard Barker 
said. "We only had a couple of days to turn 
around after the Texas A&M match, so it was 
nice to see that we improved on the things 
we wanted to improve on." 

In doubles, the sixth-ranked team of seniors 
Richard and William Barker faced the nation's 
No. 10 team, Antonio Ruiz and Jose Zahri from 
UT. The Longhorn pair never seriously threat-
ened the Barkers, as the twins cruised to an 
8-4 victory. Rice quickly secured the doubles 
point with a dominating 8-3 win at the third 
position from the team of sophomore Robert 
Searle and freshman Ben Harknett. 

The Owls changed their normal singles 
lineup for the U1 match, moving No. 41 Searle to 
the second position and placing No. 43 William 
Barkeratthetop spot. William Barker defeated 
UTs top singles player, Ruiz, in last year's NCAA 
tournament. Searle used his experience play-
ing against tough opponents at the first spot to 
cruise to a 6-0, 6-2 victory over 125th-ranked 
Pete Stroer and give the Owls a quick 2-0 lead 
in the dual match. For his efforts, Searle was 

See TENNIS. Page 16 
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Owls edged by 'Horns in bottom of the ninth 
by Jonathan Yard ley 

THRESHER KDITOK1AJ. STAFF 

As if an 11-hour trip, nearly 7,(XX) 
hostile fans and a 3-2 bottom-of-the-
ninth loss to the University of Texas 
were not enough, the baseball team 
returned home late Tuesday night to 
find several players' cars had been 
towed in preparation for the visit of 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 

The vehicles were only towed 
to the West Lot, but their removal 
capped a frustrating night for the 
third-ranked Owls, as they dropped 
to 0-4 on the season against rival 
and top-ranked UT. 

It was an odd game, finally 
producing the pitchers' duel one 
expects from two teams that rank in 
the nation's top five in ERA. Junior 
right-hander Josh Baker carried 
most of the load for Rice, pitching 
5.2 strong innings of relief despite 
strange circumstances. 

'Losing four times to 
the Longhorns — that's 
terrible ...In the 
postseason, though, it's 
a whole new season.' 

— Chris Kolkhorst 
Senior centerfielder 

Junior right-hander Jeff Niemann 
started but left in the third inning 
with a groin injury; his status for this 
weekend is unknown. Baker had to 
warm up quickly but still managed to 
get out of a first-and-third, nobody-out 
jam. He was strong until the sixth, 
when home-plate umpire Ralph 
Minard was knocked from the game 
with a broken jaw after being struck 
by a foul ball. 

After a 22-minute delay. Baker 
struggled to find his release point 
and the strike zone of new home-
plate umpire Tim Henderson, allow-
ing one run on a Taylor Teagarden 
single and walking in another 
run. Small lapses in effectiveness 
proved especially costly in the close 
matchup fans have come to expect 
in Rice-UT games. 

"Last night, there were a lot of 
zeroes on the board," senior center-
fielder Chris Kolkhorst said. "That 
was definitely more Rice-Texas than 
in the [games earlier this year I: low 
scoring, dominant pitching, with a 
few crucial plays that determine 
the outcome." 

Umpiring continued to have a cru-
cial role in the game, when Rice tied 
the score in the eighth. After junior first 
baseman Adam Rodgers drove in a run 
with agroundout, talismanic UT closer 
Huston Street was surprisingly — but 
accurately—called for a balk that tied 
the game 2-2. UThead coach Augie (iar-
rido was ejected for disputing that call, 
while Rice volunteer pitching coach 
Zane Curry (Baker '02) was ejected 
in the bottom of the eighth, ostensibly 
for disagreeing with Henderson's 
inconsistent strike zone. 

Curry's outburst also brought the 
wrath of UTs season-high crowd of 
6,849, which clashed verbally with 
players in the Rice dugout during 
the eighth. UT eventually won the 
game in the bottom of the ninth on 
a leadoff double by Owl-killer Seth 
Johnston — who is 7-for-16 with two 
home runs against Rice this season 
— and a one-out single from Hunter 
Harris, giving the Longhorns a sea-
son sweep of the Owls. 

"loosing four times to the long-
horns — that's terrible," Kolkhorst 
said. " That's become one of our 
biggest rivalries. In the postseason, 
though, it's a whole new season. We 
can only hope that we can do our 
part and get to [the College World 
Series in] Omaha." 

Rice beat UTin all three meetings 
last year, twice in Omaha, on its way 
to the national championship. UT 
beat Rice all three times in 2002, 
once in Omaha, on its way to the 

national championship. Kolkhorst 
said it is important to remem-
ber Rice's overwhelming success 
(27-3) against all other opponents. 

"People say. They've lost four 
times to Texas — that must be 
devastating to the team,"' Kolkhorst 
said. "We're not happy with our per-
formance [against UT|, but you have 
to look at the season as a whole. We're 
leading the [Western Athletic Con-
ference], and we already [clinched | 
the Silver Glove Series | against the 
University of Houston]." 

Owls host San Jose State 
Rice (27-7, 11-1 WAC) resumes 

conference play this weekend 
with a three-game series against 
San Jose State University (16-18-1, 
6-9). The Owls swept the Spartans 
on the road March 12-14, beating 
ace right-hander Matt Durkin 6-4 in 
the opening game before 10-0 and 
14-4 blowouts Saturday and Sunday. 
Kolkhorst said beating Durkin (5-3) 
will again be key this weekend. 

"1 assume Durkin will pitch I to-
night]," Kolkhorst said. "Last time, 
we beat him on Friday, and it really 
got us the momentum of the series. 
When you beat the No. 1 pitcher, it 
takes the wind out of their sails." 

Jun io r r i g h t - h a n d e r Wade 
Townsend (7-0) is expected to 
start for the Owls tonight, with 
junior right-hander Philip Humber 
throwing tomorrow and Sunday's 
starter to be determined. Pitching 
has not been Rice's problem, as 
the Owls rank fifth nationally with 
a 2.76 ERA. Instead, making contact 
against quality pitching has plagued 
Rice — the Owls struck out 10 times 
against UH April 6 and a season-
high 12 times Tuesday. 

"Strikeouts happen sometimes, but 
as a whole, we need to do a better job 
of battling with two strikes and making 
adjustments," Kolkhorst said. "When 
you strike out, there's no possibility of 
helping the team by getting on base." 

Kolkhorst is known for his ability 
to get on base, leading the WAC with 
a .520 on-base percentage. He has 
reached base in every game this sea-
son and extended his hitting streak to 
13 games with his eighth-inning single 
Tuesday, but Kolkhorst said that does 
not prove he has been producing. 

"Subconsciously, you can tell 
— when you're playing — if you're 
getting hits or not," Kolkhorst said. 
"Hitting streaks are nice, but you 
could be going l-for-5 every game, 
so they can be misleading also. I'm 
more concerned that we broke our 
win streak." 

Rice takes two from Miami-Ohio 
The Owls' loss to the Longhorns 

also saw the end of freshman 
second baseman Josh Rodriguez's 
11-game hitting streak. Rodriguez 
raised his average from .240 to .337 
during the streak, which included 
a breakout game Saturday against 
Miami University (Ohio). Rodri-
guez went 3-for-4, with two triples 
and his first collegiate home run 
in the 9-2 win. 

"We all knew he had that potential 
— we saw it in the fall and early in 
the spring," Kolkhorst said. "He has 
all the talent in the world, and he's 
starting to see how to use that talent 
in the right way and channel it." 

Rodriguez provided all the offense 
Rice needed, as Townsend cruised to 
his seventh consecutive win. 

"On Saturday, Townsend did a 
great job of competing and giving 
us what we needed to win," Kolk-
horst said. "We put some runs on 
the board and let him relax and go 
after hitters." 

Humber provided the pitching 
the night before, twirling a com-
plete game with 12 strikeouts to 

See BASEBALL, Page 16 
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Senior centerfielder Chris Kolkhorst offers his opinion on a close play Feb. 22 against Arizona State. As usual. Kolkhorst 
was on base — he has reached base every game this season. (See Box, below.) 

BY THE NUMBERS: LEADOFF (CIRIT)MAN 
It is hardly surprising that Chris Kolkhorst leads the 2004 Owls in on-base percentage, but his .520 figure so 
far this season surpasses that of any Rice player since 1997, including this week's New York Yankees hero 
Bubba Crosby's .504 figure in 1998. Beyond that, however, Kolkhorst has remarkably reached base in every 
single one of the Owls' games this season. A breakdown of Kolkhorst's reaching base this season: 

H BB HBP H BB HBP 
2 / 1 3 vs. Texas Tech 1 2 0 3 / 1 4 at San Jose St. 2 2 0 
2 / 1 4 vs. UT 0 0 1 3 / 1 6 at UH 0 1 1 
2 / 1 5 vs. Kansas St. 2 1 1 3 / 1 9 vs. Hawaii 1 0 0 
2 /17 vs. UH 5 0 0 3 / 2 0 vs. Hawaii 0 1 1 
2 / 2 0 vs. Wake For. 2 1 0 3 / 2 1 vs. Hawaii 1 0 1 
2 / 2 1 vs. CS-Northridge 2 2 0 3 / 2 3 at Texas A&M 2 3 0 
2 /22 vs. Arizona St. 0 2 0 3 / 2 6 vs. Fresno St. 2 0 1 
2 /27 vs. UNC 0 2 0 3 /27 vs. Fresno St. 1 0 1 
2 /28 vs. Nebraska 2 1 0 3 / 2 8 vs. Fresno St. 1 1 0 
3 / 2 at UT 1 0 0 3 / 3 0 vs. UH 2 1 1 
3 / 3 vs. Sam Houston 0 1 1 4 / 2 at Nevada 3 0 1 
3 / 5 vs. Texas St. 2 0 0 4 / 3 at Nevada 1 1 1 
3 / 6 vs. Texas St. 3 0 0 4 / 4 at Nevada 1 1 0 
3 / 7 vs. Texas St. 0 1 0 4 / 6 at UH 2 0 0 
3 / 9 vs. UT 2 0 0 4 / 9 vs. Miami (OH) 2 0 1 
3 / 1 2 at San Jose St. 3 1 0 4 / 1 0 vs. Miami (OH) 1 0 0 
3 / 1 3 at San Jose St. 2 1 0 4 / 1 3 at UT 1 1 0 

L E L _ 

coLouietx 
B A N i p R D 

U N I T E D , R E A L T O R S " 

f/eet/ Kelp y/itk your 

HOME 
Let a Rice alumnus help. 
I can assist you with any of your 
real estate needs. 

Benjamin F. Cooper 
B.A. 1996. M.B.A. 2000 

832-654-6849 
www.bencooper.com 
benjamin@bencooper.com 

1 JOB POSTING: We need DYNAMIC and ENERGETIC people 
I to teach ANIMATED classes. (An interest in ACTING a plus.) 
I Pay rate: $18 to $30 per hour. Call 832-419-7104 for more info. 

http://www.bencooper.com
mailto:benjamin@bencooper.com
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Tennis returns to 
winning ways 
TENNIS, from Page 14 
named WAC Player of the Week. 
It is Searle's first such honor this 
year, but he did win the WAC's 
Player of the Week and Player 
of the Month awards once each 
last year. 

In all, five of the six Owls won 
their first sets, with William Barker 
trading service games with Ruiz 
before falling in a tiebreaker. Senior 
Vuk Rajevac earned Rice's third 
point, as he won his final regular-
season home match, 6-2,64. Fellow 
senior Richard Barker lost a break 
point for the match before securing 
a 64,6-3 victory and the dual-match 
win for the Owls in his next service 
game. Beyond their satisfaction with 
ending their three-match losing 
streak, the significance of the vic-
tory was not lost on the Owls. 

"Ifs not so much that we got 
a win — it's that we earned it." 
Ladhani said. "We could've beaten 
any team and gotten the win, but 
it wouldn't have been the same 
feeling. We hadn't beaten Texas in 
about 15 years." 

The victory over the l /)nghorns 
could prove crucial in hosting for 
the NC AA tou r nament, as fourTex-
as teams rank among the nation's 
top 21. but likely only two or three 
will host an NCAA regional. 

"I don't know how important 

hosting is," Richard Barker said. 
"It's nice to be able to play at home, 
but a tennis court is a tennis court 
— the dimension of tennis courts 
don'tchange. I At home], you don't 
have to deal with opposing fans, so 
it definitely gives you an edge, but 
it's not the be all and end all." 

With t h e dual -match win 
secured, Harknett treated the 
crowd to a remarkable come-from-
behind victory. After winning the 
first set, Harknett found himself 
down 5-0 in the second. 

"I played a good first set, and 
then I went to sleep in the match 
and went down acouple of breaks," 
Harknett said. "I lost my focus and 
made a lot of errors to fall behind. 
I really just tried to hang in there. I 
held serve and tried to get myself 
focused again." 

After his dismal start. Harknett 
closed out the set in superb fash-
ion, losing only four points while 
winning seven straight games to 
win 6-4, 7-5. The Owls got their 
final point at the fourth position 
from sophomore Tony Haerle, 
who recovered from losing the 
second set to win 6-1, 5-7, 6-3. 

The only loss for the Owls 
came at the first position, where 
William Barker made too many 
unforced errors and lost both sets 
in tiebreakers 7-6, 7-6. 

Jones, Sid Rich split football titles 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 
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Sid Richardson and Jones split 
the flag football championship games 
Tuesday night, with Sid taking its sec-
ond consecutive men's championship 
but failing to repeat in the coed final. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

In the first year coed flag football 
counts toward the President's Cup 
standings, Jones (6-0) held off Sid 
(5-1) by a 15-9 margin in the final 
to take the inaugural title. Sid had a 
last-minute touchdown called back 
for an illegal forward pass. Hanszen 
(3-2) finished ahead of Wiess (3-2) 
for third place based on playoff point 
differential. 

In the men ' s championship , 
Sid (6-0) avenged its coed loss with a 
13-0 shutout, its second straight title-
game victory over Jones (5-1). The 
game turned in the second half, when 
a controversial sack denied Jones a 
game-tying touchdown. I^ovett (3-2) 
edged Martel (3-2) for third place on 
playoff point differential. 

Women's Volleyball 
Martel prevailed in a major upset 

in the volleyball semifinals, beating 
Set Division winner Baker without 
losing a game to advance to the cham-
pionship. Martel (2-3) only made the 
playoffs because three colleges that 
finished ahead of Martel had each 
forfeited a game — rendering them 
ineligible for the playoffs. Martel 
then swept Baker (4-1) 15-9, 15-5 to 
get to the finals. 

Martel will face Will Rice (4-1), 
which lost in the final last year to 
CiSA. Will Rice avenged that loss 
with a 15-13, 10-15,15-9 victory over 
GSA (3-2) in this year's semifinals. 

Softball 
Hanszen reached the final of both 

softball leagues and will face Brown 
in the men ' s championship and 
GSA in the women's final. In the 
men's semifinals, Hanszen (4-1) beat 
GSA (2-3) Monday by a 17-12 score to 

SplashTown 
and WaterWorld 
also have the following 
positions available, all with 
fun built right into them: 

Grounds Quality 

Merchandising 

Tubes & Lockers 

Looking for a cool place to work where you can spend 
lots of time in the fresh air and meet plenty of new 
people? You've found it at SplashTown and WaterWorld! 
We're looking for strong swimmers with a great sense of 
responsibility to join us as: 

Lifeguards 
Certification will 

be provided. 

m 

Security Officers • Food & Beverage 

Admissions • Cash Control 

• Your employee ID is your Season Pass 

• Free tickets for friends and family 

• Exclusive employee parties • Flexible schedules 

• Weekly pay and affordable health insurance 

• $25,000 in scholarships • Fun atmosphere 

• Advancement opportunities 

• Huge discounts on merchandise, food, 

and season passes 

Apply at 

www.sixflagsjobs.com 

EEO and drug-free workplace 

9001 Kirby Drive 
Houston, TX 77054 

713.794.3217 

213001-45 North 
Spring, TX 77373 

281.355.3300 
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Jones College junior Russell Carrington lies on the ground in the men's college flag 
football championship played last Tuesday. Sid won 13-0 for its second consecutive 
men's title after Jones won the coed championship by a 15-9 score. 

reach the championship. Defending 
champion Brown (4-1) beat upstart 
Martel (3-2) Tuesday by a 13-8 margin 
to advance to the final. 

On the women ' s side, GSA 
(5-0) reached the final after Will Rice 
(2-1) forfeited. Hanszen had previ-
ously reached the final with a 12-3 win 
April 4 against I^ovett (3-2). 

Soccer 
Hie soccer season unbelievably 

is still not over after a run of bad 
weather, but three of the four teams in 
championship games are set. On the 
women's side, Sid (4-0) received a bye 
to the championship game after only 
one team from the Saturday League 
was playoff-eligible. Division rival 
Wiess (4-1) then reached the final with 
a 1-0 overtime victory against CiSA (3-2). 
Wiess won last year's championship 
and its unofficial team beat Sid's unof-
ficial team in the fall intramural final. 

On the men's side, Champions 
Division winner Jones (4-1) earned its 
third consecutive win, beating Wiess 
(3-2) by a 4-3 margin April 8 to reach 
thechampionship.JoneslosttoGSATO 
in last year's semifinals and could get a 
chance for revenge, as GSA (3-1) leads 
the other semifinal against Martel (3-1) 
by a 2-0 halftime margin in a game that 
will be completed this afternoon. 

Table Tennis 
Pool A rivals Jones and Sid will 

meet in the table tennis champion-
ship after r esounding semifinal 
victories. Jones beat Sid 4-2 in the 
regular season to take the Pool Atop 
spot and cruised past Wiess 6-0 in 
the semifinals. Sid beat previously 
undefeated Will Rice 5-2 to reach 

the final. Will Rice finished third on 
the basis of its 6-1 regular-season 
win over Wiess. 

President's Cup Update 
GSAlookslike agood bet to win its 

second straight President's Cup title, 
but Jones still has a chance. GSA will 
finish with between 37 and 40 points, 
while Jones' maximum point total is 
36. The Northsiders could make up 
the difference, however, in participa-
tion points. Only the top four partici-
pating colleges earn points. J ones was 
sixth last year, with GSA last. l"he 
Intramural Sports Department will 
award the President's Cup trophy at 
its end-of-year dinner April 25. 

Will Rice is a slight favorite to finish 
third, but the outcome will again hinge 
on participation points. Will Rice will 
finish with either 23 or 24 points, de-
pendingon the women'svolleyball final, 
while I lanszen could also finish with 24 
points and Sid as high as 22 points. I .ast 
year, Hanszen was second in participa-
tion and Will Rice was fourth. 

Wiess will finish sixth, with Baker, 
Martel and Brown vying for seventh. 
Lovett will finish last, unless it leads 
all colleges in participation. 

PRESIDENT'S CUP STANDINGS 
(Freshman sports/Powderpuff not included) 

Jones 
GSA 
Hanszen 
Will Rice 
Sid Rich 
Baker 
Wiess 
Brown 
Martel 
Lovett 

27 
22 
15 
15 
14 
11 
11 
6 
6 
3 

Baseball leads WAC, 
hosts San Jose State 
BASEBALL, from Page 15 
move into fourth place on the Rice 
career strikeout list in a 3-1 win. 
Humber currently has 353 career 
strikeouts, 94 behind the Rice re-
cord of 447, held by Kenny Baugh 
(Sid '01), currently pitching for the 
Class AA Erie (Pa.) SeaWolves. 

H u m b e r (7-1) was n a m e d 
WAC Pitcher of the Week for his 
performance, which showed why 
Rice will be feared in postseason 
play — the Owls expect to need only 
a few runs to win any game. 

"We only scored th ree r u n s 
in Friday's ballgame," Kolkhorst 
said. "When you have a pitcher like 

Humber on the hill, three runs will 
usually hold up. When the offense 
is struggling, it's nice to have that 
luxury on the mound." 

Rice will use that luxury this 
weekend to try to extend its 4.5-
g a m e lead over Hawaii in the 
WAC s t a n d i n g s b e f o r e f ac ing 
Lamar Tuesday and traveling to 
Louisiana Tech next weekend, the 
final series before the Owls break 
for final exams. 

"We have seven games before 
we go on break," Kolkhorst said. 
"We're going to try to win them all 
and get some momentum going into 
that break." 

•m 

http://www.sixflagsjobs.com
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Golf slides in Arkansas 
from rain, competition 

by John Hanley 
THRESHER STAFF 

The golf team struggled under 
trying weather conditions earlier 
this week at the Arkansas State 
University Indian Classic at the 
RidgePointc Country Club in 
Jonesboro, Ark., placing 15th in 
its final event before the Western 
Athletic Conference Champion-
ships next month. 

Rain soaked the course Mon-
day, causing the cancellation of 
the morning's first round and 
shortening the tournament from 
the planned 54 holes to 36. In the 
afternoon round, heavy winds and 
cold conditions resulted in mixed 
performances for the Rice squad. 

In the opening round, junior 
Matt Toohey and senior Winn 
Smith led the Owls, each shoot-
ing 72 to tie for 17th place. Senior 
Ryan Morgan shot an 80, putting 
him in 77th place. Sophomore 
Parker LaBarge and senior Scott 
Philips lagged behind with rounds 
of 83 and 87, respectively. Rice's 
combined 307 put the Owls into 
17th place, 20 strokes behind a 
five-way tie for the lead. 

Philips, LaBarge and Morgan 
played better on Tuesday, high-
lighted by Morgan's one-over 73 
that moved him into 58th place. 
Toohey and Smith slipped back 
with rounds of rounds of 76 and 
77, leaving them in ties for 24th 
and 30th, respectively. 

Rice's second-day 303 was good 
enough to push the Owls into 
15th place, ahead of host Arkansas 
State, as well as Northern Iowa and 
WAC opponent Louisiana Tech. 

" (There ] were some very 
severe weather conditions," head 
coach Dick Ellis said. "North of 
Jonesboro, there was snow, and 
we had a temperature of 38 [de-
grees] on Tuesday. Here it is, the 
middle of April, and we've been 
used to playing in shorts." 

At times, the conditions were 
very harsh, causing the Owls 
trouble. Under the rules, if a 
ball moves for any reason on the 
putting surface once a player has 
addressed the ball, the player is 
penalized. Twice during the tour-
nament, Rice was forced to incur 

one-stroke penalties when wind 
disrupted balls on the green. 

"It's always something to be 
careful about in the wind," Mor-
gan said. "It became more of a 
problem when the greens sped 
up somewhat on Tuesday." 

With the regular season com-
plete, Rice now turns its attention to 
the WAC Championships in Fresno, 
Calif., to be held May 3-5. SMU, 
ranked 34th nationally and winner 
of the recent Border Olympics in 
Laredo, Tex., is the favorite. 

'[There] were some 
very severe weather 
conditions ... and 
we've been used to 
playing in shorts.' 

— Dick Ellis 
Head coach 

Rice's tournament lineup has 
remained the same for the past 
four events, but Ellis did not 
rule out possible changes for the 
conference championship, saying 
he would discuss the matter with 
his assistant coaches next week 
before making a final decision. 

Ellis said each of Rice's golfers 
has posted strong rounds at dif-
ferent points throughout the sea-
son, and each has the capacity to 
have a strong performance at the 
WAC Championships. 

"1 think they have to be relaxed 
and play up to their potential," Ellis 
said. "It's also a matter of being 
comfortable on the golf course 
and playing conservatively — not 
hitting the ball out of bounds or 
trying too hard to make up for 
one bad shot. 

Morgan said he thinks compo-
sure, especially on the greens, will 
be a key factor for the Owls. 

"We all have to work on putting 
— that's major," Morgan said. "A 
couple of guys are going home [ dur-
ing the finals period |, and they'll be 
working with their teachers. We just 
need to stay patient and ... control 
our own games." 

Graduates, you've 
worked hard to earn 

your diploma 

Well memorialize it right! 

For the last six years, we 've successfully framed 

Ricc diplomas. We are one of six framers in 

Houston who can frame sheepskin diplomas 

in-house with the newest technologies. This 

means you can get the framing done correctly 

and back to you in 3 hours*. 

Perimeter Gallery 
2365 Rice Blvd. 713-521-5928 

(In the Village) 

*in stock f rames only in 3 hours. We honor the Rice Silver Saver Card . 

Beckford's 400 leads team at A&M 
By Dylan Hedrick 
THRKSHEK KIJITORIAJ STAFF 

After two weeks of r unn ing 
in stormy weather, the women's 
track and field team will scatter 
across the nation this weekend in 
search of clear weather and fast 
competition. Some will travel to the 
Louisiana State University Meet in 
Baton Rouge, La., while others will 
head west to the Mt. San Antonio 
College Relays in Walnut, Calif. 
The remaining runners will travel 
to the Texas Christian University 
Invitational Meet in Fort Worth. 

"This weekend, everyone is go-
ing everywhere," head coach Vic-
tor Lopez said. "Hopefully, [senior 
Ruthann Gairdner] will qualify in 
the heptathlon this weekend at LSU, 
and [sophomore Kate Gorry] in the 
10,0001-meter runl at Mt. SAC." 

S e n i o r A l l i s o n B e c k f o r d , 
who qua l i f i ed for the NCAA 
Midwest Regional Meet in the 
400-meter dash at College Station 
last weekend, said she can improve 
on her Western Athletic Conference-
best 400-meter time. 

"My next 400 race will be LSU this 
weekend," Beckford said. "Hope-
fully, I can go there and execute 
a really good race and get under 
52 seconds. The qualifying mark for 
regionals is not really a hard time for 
me, but I'm still going to work hard 
to get down my time." 

Lopez said that before going on 
the road, the Owls used this week 
of practice to fine-tune aspects of 
their respective events. 

"Right now, we're just working 
on getting faster by working on 
more technique and details," Lopez 
said. "For example, in the relays, 
we are concentrating on the takeoff 
mark, and all that has to be polished. 
We are still making little mistakes, 
but we just have to keep working 
on mechanics and technique and 

focusing on the competition." 
At the Texas A&M University 

Invitational Meet in College Station 
last weekend, the Owls fought the 
elements to post top times despite a 
rain-shortened schedule. 

Beckford — running in her first 
race of the season — bested Î aJ uana 
Lovett from Texas State University 
in the 400-meter dash in 53.40 sec-
onds. Beckford's time qualifies her 
for the regional meet, to be held on 
the same track May 28-29. 

"I'm happy that I qualified for re-
gionals already, and I'm feeling more 
comfortable now," Beckford said. 
"I felt good in the 400 this weekend 
— I was hoping that I could run a 
faster time, but it was very windy. 
But based on those conditions, I 
did pretty well. I didn't run indoors, 
and I wanted to use my first meet to 
see where I'm at compared to where 
everybody else is right now." 

Beckford's time was the best in 
the WAC thus far this season, and 
she was named the WAC Athlete of 
the Week for her efforts. 

Also in the event, senior Keia 
Watkins improved on her season-best 
time by almost a full second, finishing 
in sixth place in 54.35. 

"I don't know what it is about 
College Station, but it is really, really 
windy," Watkins said. "The past three 
years that I have run there, it's been 
a problem in the 400, because you 
can't get away from the wind." 

Watkins and Beckford — the 
current and past WAC champions in 
the indoor 400-meter dash — have 
improved as a result of running in the 
same event for the outdoor season. 

"It's a bit different this year, be-
cause she has to train in the morning 
because of her class schedule, and 
we don't get the opportunity to train 
together right now," Watkins said. 
"But by the same token, we are at the 
same meet, and we encourage each 
other before we run. A lot of the time, 

we are not in the same heat, and I get 
to see her run, and she gets to see me 
run. She critiques my race — she has 
much more experience, so I don't re-
ally get a chance to critique her much." 
In other events, two more Owls 
posted regional qualifying times, as 
sophomore Funmi Jimoh placed fifth 
in the 110-meter hurdles in 13.88, while 
sophomore Nina Mayes took sixth in 
the 100-meter dash in 11.61. 

In the 800-meter run, senior Tanya 
Wright inched closer to a regional 
qualifying time, as she posted a fifth-
place time of 2:15.30, while sophomore 
Anna Reeve finished in 2:21.24. 

Senior Beth Hinshaw continued 
to dominate in the pole vault, as she 
recorded her best height of the year 
to take first place. Hinshaw, who has 
already qualified for the regional meet, 
upped her previous season high by two 
inches to 12 feet, 11 1/2 inches. 

In o ther field events, J imoh 
cleared 5-4 1/4 to take ninth in the 
high jump and returned in the long 
jump to improve her season-best 
mark to 19-0. 

Rice a l u m n a e Alice Falaiye 
(Sid '03), jumping for the Canadian 
national team, and Keitha Moseley 
(Lovett '02), representing the Barba-
dian national team, also competed in 
the longjump, with Falaiye taking first 
place with a jump of 20-9 and Moseley 
placing third with 20-4 1/2. 

In the triple jump, f reshman 
Shardee Caesar improved her season-
best triple jump distance by seven 
inches to 36-11. 

As the Owls' times continue to 
drop, Beckford said she hopes the 
team can win its fourth conference 
outdoor title in five years. 

"I think we can win the [WAC] 
championship," Beckford said. "We 
have quality athletes, and it's just a 
matter of putting their mind to it when 
the time comes. It's just to do it on that 
day and executing on that day when the 
time comes. It's within our reach." 

T E N N I S 

•J / \ 

2004 C H A M P I O N S H I P 
Houston. Texas 

APRIL 3 0 - M A Y 2 
\ K E HESS TENNIS STADIUM 

R I C E STUDENTS 
Support your fellow Rice Owls as they host the 

2004 Tennis and Track 
Western Athletic Conference Championships 

here at Rice University. 
Student ticket prices: 

Tennis - Free 
Track & Field - $2 

O U T D O O R 
T R A C K S F I E L D 

2 0 0 4 C H A M P I O N S H I P 
Houston. Texas 

MAY 12-15 
RICE TRACK STADIUM 
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Owls' 4x400-meter relay squad 
qualifies for NCAA regional meet 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 
april 9-13 

TRACK, from Page 14 
Even with all the success he has 

enjoyed the past few weeks in the 
hurdles, Wiggins still believes he can 
work on his technique and lower his 
time even further. 

"What we are trying to do in 
'hurdle-speak' is try to get to hurdle 
number seven in 14 strides and then 
come with 15 strides all the way to 
the finish," Wiggins said. "I was able 
to do that last week, and it's nice to 
be able think about that during the 
race. I've gotten to the point where 
I cannot worry about the other com-
petitors, even if I'm getting beat. It's 
good to finally have that relaxation 
during the race — I've been looking 
for that for a while." 

Also in the 400 hurdles, senior 
Kevin Bowen posted his fastest t: e 
of the year, finishing in 55.31. 

Two Owls qualified for the re-
gional meet in the 800-meter run, as 
the middle distance duo of seniors 
Adam Davis and Daniel Pessing 
posted times of 1:49.48 and 1:50.24, 
respectively. Sophomore Aaron 
Redman also ran his best 800 of the 
season, finishing in 1:53.41. 

In the 5,000-meter run, junior 
Marcel Hewamudalige took second 

in 14:56.40, while Rice's outstand-
ing freshmen pair of Steve Magness 
and Pablo Solares continued to 
progress in the 1,500-meter run, 
finishing in 3:52.59 and 3:53.70, 
respectively. 

The Owls' 4x400-meter relay 
squad consisting of sophomore Eric 
Spear, Pessing, Davis and Wiggins 
qualified for the regional meet with 
its sixth-place finish, crossing the 
line in 3:10.35. 

'It's good to finally 
have that relaxation 
during the race — I've 
been looking for that 
for a while.' 

— Ben Wiggins 
Junior hurdler 

Wiggins impressed in the relay 
as well, running a 45.5 split time in 
the final leg. 

"The positioning in the race 
worked out real well for me," Wig-

gins said. "I had a guy to go through 
the curve with, and I passed him 
on the backstretch. I had another 
guy to chase through the last curve, 
and the homestretch is whatever 
you got — there is no real thinking 
about it.' 

In the 4x800-meter relay, the 
squad of Davis, Pessing, Redman 
and Solares finished in 7:25.68, just 
0.25 seconds behind first-place Uni-
versity of Tennessee. 

A few members of the team 
who did not travel to Tennessee 
stayed in Texas to compete at the 
Texas A&M University Invitational. 
Harlan qualified for the regional 
meet in the 110-meter hurdles, 
while junior Matt Davis completed 
the 1,500-meter run in 4:10.18, and 
senior Vaughaligan Walwyn ran the 
100-meter dash in 11.02. 

"We've had some good marks," 
Bowen said. "Ben is running re-
ally awesome in the hurdles. The 
4x4[00-meter relayl qualified, and 
we've got three 800 runners who 
have qualified for regionals, and 
Ryan hasn't even started yet. The 
team is looking better and better 
as we get to (the Western Athletic I 
Conference [meetl." 

BASEBALL 

RICE 2 TEXAS 3 
April 13. 2004 — Disch Falk Field, Austin 

Rice (27 7) 
Name (pos) AB R H 81 
Kolkhorst cf 
Janish ss 
Davis If 
Rodgers l b 
Morris dh 

1 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
O i l 
0 0 0 

Rodriguez 2b 3 0 0 0 

UT (36-4) 
Name (pos) 
Hudson ss 
Johnston 2b 5 
Thigpen If 4 
Teagarden c 4 
Harris rf 4 
Wheeless l b 3 

AB R 
5 0 

H Bl 
0 0 

Reagan c 4 
Pendleton rf 4 
Reichnbch 3b 1 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 

Totals 29 2 3 1 

Stubbs cf 
Hollimon dh 
Prince dh 
Maroul 3b 
Russ ph 
Warrick pr 
Reininger 3b 0 0 

Totals 33 3 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
8 3 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 000 000 020 — 2 3 1 
UT 000 002 001 —- 3 8 0 

E — Rodriguez (5); LOB — Rice 6. UT 13: 2B — Janish 
(9). Rodgers (7). Johnston (8). Thigpen (15); SH — Jan-
ish (1). Stubbs (4); SB — Stubbs 2 (15). Warrick (6). 

Rice 
Niemann 
Baker 
Hale L. 1-1 
Humber 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
2 0 0 0 1 3 8 38 

5.2 6 2 2 5 4 28100 
0 . 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 10 
0.1 1 0 0 1 1 3 12 

HOUSTON SCHOLAR PROGRAM 
RESIDENT ASSISTANT 

The Houston Scholar Program (HSP) is a local boarding, mentoring and tutoring program 

for high-performing secondary students. The goal of this program is to give participating 

students, who are from economically disadvantaged communities, the tools necessary to 

break the cycle of poverty. Critical to this process is a competitive education. HSP 

partners with K1PP Academy, Rice University Office of the Associate Provost, 

DePelchin Children 's Center and local schools to prepare these students to pursue a 

college education at top-tier universities across the United States. 

HSP seeks a male Resident Assistant who will live on-site to facilitate the delivery of 

educational services to Program Scholars including supervising students in the boarding 

facility, transporting students to and from school and school activities, and coordinating 

mentors and tutors. 

Resident Assistants will be on-call three nights per week and one weekend per month. 

Resident Assistants receive a stipend of $2,000 per semester plus room and board. The 

boarding arrangement includes a private room and bath located in the student dormitory. 

The resident facility is located in the Montrose/Museum District area in close proximity 

to Rice University. 

Qualifications: 

Strong interpersonal skills, a minimum 3.0 CPA. and a passionate belief that all children 

are capable of succeeding. Teaching or youth counseling experience is a plus. 

All applicants must submit to criminal background and motor vehicle record checks and 

file with the Program Director the following documents: 

College Transcript 

Resume/Biography 

Copy of Driver's License 

Social Security Number 

Please address inquiries to: 

Phillip Franshaw 

Houston Scholars Program 

c/o Hines 

2800 Post Oak Blvd, 50 ,h Floor 

Houston, TX 770556-6118 

713-966-7861 (office) 713-966-2020 (fax) 

UT 
Howell 
McCulloch 
Cody 
Street BS; W, 4-0 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
3 1 0 0 2 6 12 54 
3 1 0 0 1 3 11 46 
1 1 2 2 1 2 5 24 
2 0 0 0 1 1 7 27 

WP — Baker 2 (10); BK — Street (1); PB — Reagan (4) 

Attendance — 6,849 

MIAMI (OHIO) 2 RICE 9 
April 10, 2004 — Reckling Park 

Miami (19-11) 
Name (pos) AB 
Hillier cf 
Slone c-lf 
Ferris l b 
Sellery If 
Hayden c 
Frietch dh 
Canada 3b 
Vieth ph 
Orr 2b 
Franzese ph 1 
Robinson rf 1 
Edgintn ph rf 3 

Campbell ss 2 
Franco ph-ss 1 

Totals 32 

H Bl 
0 0 
1 1 
2 1 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

4 2 

Rice (27«) 
Name (pos) 
Kolkhorst cf 
Janish ss 5 
Rodgers l b 3 
Morris dh 3 
Davis If 3 
Rodriguez 2b 4 
Pendleton rf 4 
Reagan c 4 

AB R H Bl 
5 1 1 1 

Reichnbch 3b 4 0 2 

Totals 35 9 11 8 

Score by inning R H E 
Miami 000 002 000 — 2 4 1 
Rice 042 000 21* — 9 11 1 

E — Hayden (3), Rodgers (5); LOB — Miami 6, Rice 
5; 2B — Sellery (4), Morris (9), Pendleton 2 (8); 
3B — Rodriguez 2 (3); HR — Slone (6), Ferris (16), 
Rodriguez (1); SB — Morris (3). 

Miami 
Weiser L, 6-2 
Raguse 
Rice 
Townsend W, 7-0 
Hale 

IP H 
6 6 
2 5 
IP H 
7.1 4 

ER BB SO BF Pit. 
6 2 3 26 99 
3 1 1 12 46 
ER BB SO BF Pit. 
2 3 9 30113 

1.20 0 0 0 2 5 17 

WP — Raguse (6); BK — Weiser (2). 

Attendance — 3,194 

MlAMUOHIOj 1 RICE 3 
April 9. 2004 — Reckling Park 

Miami (19-10) 
Name (pos) AB 
Brown cf 
Slone c 
Ferris l b 
Sellery If 
Frietch dh 
Canada 3b 
Orr 2b 
Robinson rf 
Hillier ph rf 

Campbell ss 
Franzese ph 
Franco ss 

Totals 

H Bl 
0 0 
2 0 
2 0 
0 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 1 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
8 1 

Rice (26-6) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst cf 4 1 2 
Rodriguez ss 4 1 1 
Davis If 
Rodgers l b 
Morris dh 
Pendleton rf 
Reagan c 
Moake 2b 

0 1 
0 1 

Score by inning 
Miami 000 000 100 
Rice 101 001 OOx 

Reichnbch 3b 4 0 1 

R H E 
- 1 8 0 

- 3 11 0 

DP — Miami 1, Rice 1; LOB — Miami 6, Rice 10: 
2B — Slone (8), Rodriguez (7); HBP — Kolkhorst, 
Pendleton; SH — Orr (2), Reagan (4), Moake (41; SF 
— Hillier (1). Rodgers (3). 

Miami 
Taylor L, 2-3 
Reineke 
Bachman 
Shorts 
Rice 

Humber W. 7-1 

Attendance — 3.224 

IP H 
5.1 9 
0.2 0 
1.1 2 

0.2 0 
IP H 

R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
3 3 1 4 28102 
0 0 0 0 1 1 
0 0 1 0 6 12 
0 0 0 0 2 4 
R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
1 1 1 12 34125 

MEN'S TENNIS 

TEXAS 1 RICE 6 
April 10. 2004 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Singles 
1. Ruiz (UT) d. W. Barker (RU) 7 6 (2). 7 6 (5) 
2. Searle (RU) d. Stroer (UT) 64), 6 2 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Morris (UT) 64. 6 3 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Haymond (UT) 61. 5-7. 6 3 
5. Rajevac (RU) d. Snyder (UT) 6 2. 6 4 
6. Harknett (RU) d. Mack (UT) 6 4. 7 5 

Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Ruiz/Zarhi (UT) 8 4 
2. Stroer/Haymond (UT) d. Haerle/Rajevac (RU) 8-5 
3. Harknett/Searle (RU) d. Snyder/Chodkiewicz 
(UT) 8-3 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 1 TULANE 6 
April 10, 2004 
Goldring Stadium. New Orleans. La. 

Singles 
1. DiSesa (RU) d. M. Ivanov (TU) 6 3, 6-3 
2. Kuhn (TU) d. Archer (RU) 6 1, 6 2 
3. Smekodub (TU) d. Chong (RU) 6-1, &3 
4. D. Ivanov (TU) d. Chao (RU) 6-1, 6 1 
5. Magas (TU) d. Goodrich (RU) 6 2. 6 0 
6. Valdes (TU) d. Back (RU) 61. & 1 

Doubles 
1. Smekodub/D. Ivanov (TU) d. Archer/DiSesa (RU) 8 6 
2. Kuhn/M. Ivanov (TU) d. Chao/Chong (RU) 85 
3. Vakles/Saaibi (TU) d. Back/Goodrich (RU) &2 

GOLF 

ASU INDIAN CLASSIC 
April 12-13, 2004 
RidgePointe Country Club, Jonesboro, Ark. 

Team standings (total of 18 teams) 

1. Iowa State 5 8 0 
T2. Nebraska 
T2. Arkansas-Little Rock 
T4. Southern Mississippi 
T4. Southwest Missouri State 
T4. North Texas 

7. South Florida 
8. Oral Roberts 
9. Lamar 

10. Louisiana Lafayette 
15 Rice 

Rice results (field of 92 golfers) 
T24. Matt Toohey 
T30. Winn Smith 
T58. Ryan Morgan 
T82. Parker LaBarge 
T89. Scott Philips 

72 76 
72-77 
8 0 73 
8 3 77 
87 77 

587 

587 
588 
588 
588 
590 

593 
594 

595 
610 

148 
149 
153 
160 

164 
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FRIDAY 14 
Owl Weekend 

Owl Weekend is this weekend, 
with over 450 prospective Owls 
invading campus. Remember 
to make Rice look super cool. 
These young high schoolers are 
the future of Rice and hence, 
the world. 

Hey, It's no Kiefer Sutherland, 
but maybe that's a good thing. 

Rice Broadcast Television's 
24 Hour Show continues today 
until 5 p.m. in the Grand Hall 
Lobby of the Student Center. 
Watch from the comfort of your 
own room or come by and laugh 
at these fools as they finish up 
their 24 hours of hilarity. 

You want some peanut butter 
with all that Jam? 

Wiess College presents JamFest 
2004, a day-long event featuring 
many different bands. ITie party 
starts at 4 p.m. and continues all 
night in the Wiess Acabowl. 

Why did the chicken get sent 
back to the dugout? For persis-
tent fowl play. 

Rice University baseball plays 
San Jose State tonight at 7 p.m. 
at Reckling Park. Come out 
and watch the Owls kick some 
Californian ass! 

Oh my God, this will be like my 
10th powwow ... 

The sixth annual Rice University 
Powwow will take place tonight 
at 6:30 p.m. at Intramural Field 7 
by the Recreation Center. Come 

out and enjoy a night of dancing 
and food free of charge! 

Mel Brooks was once asked 
what the most difficult part of 
film making was. Without hesi-
tation he replied: "The holes, 
man! Punching all those holes!" 

Rice Cinema presents The 
Fourth World War, which will be 
shown tonight at 7 p.m. at the 
Wee Media Center. The film will 
also play tomorrow night at 
8 p.m. Tickets are $5 for 
students and $6 for the general 
public. 

"You got served here, here and 
here ... but mostly here." 

The women's tennis team takes 
on UTEP today at 3 p.m. at the 
Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 
Come cheer on your Owls. 

SATURDAY 

True Diversity Workshop 

Today from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
the Rice University Multi-Cul-
tural Student Coalition presents 
True Diversity Workshop: A 
Call to Action. This workshop 
will explore race, gender and 
sexuality. 'ITie workshop will 
take place in the Grand Hall of 
the Student Center. Lunch will 
be provided. 

Hey SMU! Your mom called! She 
said you suck! 

'Hie women's tennis team faces 
SMU today at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 
Come heckle SMU. It's going to 
be a blast! 

Baseball Chaos 

Rice baseball plays San Jose 
State today at 2 p.m. in Reckling 
Park. Let's see if any coaches 
get thrown out in this one. 

Outdoor Show 

The 13th Annual KTRU Outdoor 
Show starts today at 3 p.m. at 
Old Wiess Field. Come out 
and see eight different bands 
play live. Admission is free to 
all. For more information, visit 
www.ktru.org. 

Kenny G gets on an elevator and 
says, "Wow, this rocks!" 

Tonight is Wiess Jazz Night 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. on the 
Wiess/Hanszen College Ter-
race. Lounge, dance, drink 
and party the night away while 
listening to great live music. 

SUNDAY 

The first 4 0 0 fans to arrive 
receive Wayne Graham bobble-
heads! Gates open at 
11:30 a.m. You can put Wayne 
next to Willis. They'll chat. 

Today at 1 p.m., the Owls play 
San Jose State at Reckling Park. 
Enjoy your last weekend before 
finals with some exciting base-
ball! Come and catch a fly ball 
for your sweetheart. 

Collector's Cafe? I once had 
a bowl of Frosted Flakes, and 
then I realized it was my little 
brother's scab collection. 

"Collector's Cafe," a public 
forum and snack-a-thon, will be 
held tonight in the Rice Media 
Center Gallery from 4-7 p.m. 
Collectors from the city-wide 
Media Archaeology event will 
gather to discuss the nature of 
collecting and archiving intel-
lectual property. 
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This is what happens when the 
administration decides to clean 
out the basement of Fondren. 

The Academic Film Archive of 
North America will present a 
collection of films produced es-
pecially for schools tonight in a 
presentation titled, "From Parts 
Unknown: Lost Films From the 
Forbidden World of Academic 
Film." 'ITie event starts at 
7 p.m. in the Rice Media Center. 
Admission is $5 for students 
or senior citizens, and $6 for 
general admission tickets. 

TUESDAY 

How many mystery writers does 
it take to screw in a light bulb? 
Two. One to screw it in almost 
all the way and another to give 
it a surprising twist at the end. 

Dean James, mystery writer, 
scholar and Rice doctorate in 
history, will give a talk on his 
new mystery, "Death by Dis-
sertation," tonight at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Kyle Morrow Room of the 
Fondren Library. 

Speaking of baseball, congratu-
lations to Barry Bonds for pass-
ing legend Willie Mays in home 
runs and steroid use. 

Rice baseball plays Lamar to-
night at 7 p.m. in Reckling Park. 
Cheer on your boys in blue. 

THURSDAY 

These student films sound like 
they might be able to top Ameri-
ca's Funniest Home Videos. 

Flicks, Rice Student Film Show 
2004, will be held tonight at 
8:01 p.m. at Rice Media Center. 
Admission is free. Come and 
enjoy a variety of student film 

projects, including documenta-
ries and experimental films. 

FRIDAY 

Last day of classes and last day 
to join a club. I think I'll join the 
century club. 

Today is the last day of classes 
for the Spring 2004 semester. 
You might want to start study-
ing for finals right away. Or 
... you could enjoy the crisp 
new low-carb flavor of Aspen 
Edge with a few of your closest 
friends. 

Shake your booty and help local 
community schools! 

City Dance Inc. and Houston 
Hip Hop Academy present Big-
ger than Dance, a community 
educational outreach matinee 
performance benefiting area 
schools. The performance is at 
10:30 a.m. in Hamman Hall and 
tickets are $2 for students and 
$6 for adults. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

When you 
realSy want to 

impress your date. 

chron.com/diri i i ig 
- a delicious new way to search 

Hungry? Dig into chron.com/dimng. With a new way to search for 

restaurants, how-to instructions on some of the finer points of dining, 

critic picks and more, it's 

the perfect place to find a 

restaurant for any occasion. i ^ i c t u i a i i D 

Enter restaurant name: 

I 
0 3 

Or select one or more below. 

I All cuisines : I 

All areas ID 
• Show me critic picks 

m 

Houston Chronicle 
c h r o n . c o m / d i n i n g 

Daniel Horowitz uses chron.com/dimng 
to get new ideas on where to take his 
girlfriend Kimberly Baughman. 

> 

http://www.ktru.org
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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S A announces plan to lower enrollment 
Many students decide to attend 

Rice because of its academic 
prestige, the beautiful Houston 
weather and, most importantly, 
Rice's small enrollement and 
community atmosphere. However, 
in the continuing effort by the 
administration to take away every-
thing students like, new- student en-
ro l lment con t inues to r ise . In 
response to these administrative 
ac t ions , the newly-elected SA 
government has announced a new, 
student-led strategy to combat this 
increase in enrollment. 

The plan will be carried out on 
three separate fronts, one led by a 
new student committee called the 
Immigra t ion of New S t u d e n t s 
Committee, the second led by the 
University Standing Committe on 
Parking, and the third led by a select 
group of specially-trained students. 

The Immigration of NewStudents 
(INS) Committee will be responsible 
for the treatment of all incoming 
freshmen and prospective students. 

"The presence of the INS will be 
most felt during Owl Weekend, 
which has now been d u b b e d 
Corruption Weekend,"SAPresident 
Derrick Matthews said. 

According to the minutes of the 
last SA meeting, the primary objec-
tive of the INS' Owl Weekend plan 
will be to deploy agents in the form 
of creepy Rice undergradua tes . 
These agents will strategically hit 
on any and all prospective students 
in order to creep them out and deter 
them from deciding to attend Rice. 

Secondary objectives of the INS 
include forcing prospies to attend a 
Will Rice party and making them sit 
through an entire Orgo lecture. 

The Parking Committee will help 
in t h e SA's e f fo r t s to r e d u c e 
new-s tuden t en ro l lmen t via a 
recently-revealed plan which was 
described by President Malcolm 
Gillis as "the best damn strategery 
I've ever seen." 

The Parking Committee's plan 
c e n t e r s a round ins t i tu t ing a 
campus-wide tournament, which has 
been named "Darth Neill's Annual 
Light Saber Tournament," in honor 
of Associate Vice President for Fi-
nance and Administration Neill 
Binford. The contest will be mar-
keted under the slogan "Guaranteed 
to cut the student body in half." 

Al though initially re luc tan t , 
Binford happily signed on once he 

Misclass 
"Hey, my butt is ringing!" 
—Jones freshman 

"Does anybody know why 
this was written on page one, 
chapter one of The Wealth of 
Nations?" 
"Because you didn't read past 
the first page." 

— Anonymous ELEC 220 
professor and student 

"Hey, r emember when FOX 
had good programs?" 

—Jones freshman 

"It s e e m s like, given a penis, 
you shouldn't be able to fail.' 
— Brown sophomore female 

uAre you going to do anything 
to celebrate tonight?" 
"Yeah, I don't really know 
how. I guess I'll go to 
Hanszen for dinner." 

— Baker seniors after one 
defended his Sociology thesis 

"Am I a bad president because 
I like to bite butts?" 
— Anonymous Sid Richardson 
college president 

"I can get it in, but I can't get 
it out." 

— Anonymous T h r e s h e r 
sports editor 

LUKE SKYWALKER/THt FORCE MAGAZINE 

Darth Neill and Officer 220 show off their costumes for the first ever "Darth 
Neill's Annual Light Saber Tournament." 

discovered he could charge admis-
sion and sell concessions at the 
event. The committee announced 
that admission prices are expected 
to go up about 10 percent each year, 
until the tournament can become 
self-sustaining. 

YThis is] the best damn 

strategery I've ever 

seen.' 
— Malcolm Gillis 

P r e s i d e n t 

The third and final front is being 
classified as Operation: |-|/\x()r (or. 
Hacksor, as in cutting stuff, for tlx 
non-gamers among us). 

Operation: ]-|/\x0r (again, that's 
Hacksor) focuses on exploiting the 
loophole in the Pice Constitution 
that states that there must be one 
tree planted on campus for every 
undergraduate at Pice. 

TheSAhas t ia inrdand equipped 
a group of students as hacksaw and 
axe-wielding commandos, who will 

sneak around campus chopping 
down trees. Due to their extreme 
commando skills, they will be, of 
course, uncatchable, undetectable 
and unstoppable in their execution 
of this operation. 

Besides Rice for Life, the Rice 
Outdoors Club, Rice for Peace, the 
Rice Environmental Club and the 
Ecology Depa r tmen t , t he only 
major opposition to this course of 
action is expected to come from the 
on-campus squirrel population. 

Matthews says that if the SA's 
plan fails, the back-up plan is just to 
throw the little ones back. 

"Hey, are you guys going to 
bed?" 
"Yeah, it's three o'clock." 
"Man, you guys suck." 
"Hey man, why don't you 
come to bed with us?" 

— Hanszen sophomore male 
and roommates 

"Just get really drunk and 
everything will go out the 
window, including your bra." 

— Brown freshman 

"I was feeling tny butt, and I 
realized, whoa, something 's 
missing." 

— Wiess senior 

"I'm scared, let me hold your 
penis." 
— Will Rice freshman female 

"^College was just one big 
shitstorm for me." 
— Anonymous Will Rice master 

"Are you pregnant?" 
"Yes I am. And guess what?" 
"It's mine?!?" 
"Yes, if s yours." 
"Damn, I have fast-swimming 
sperm." 
—Hanszen sophomore females 

I'm not going to lie, 
misclass was a little weak 
this week. I know everybody 
can do better. This is going 
to be the last week for you to 
submit your misclass this 
year, so lets end the year 
right. Send an e-mail to 
backpage^rict. edu. 

HEY YOU! 
Think we're not funny? 
Think you are? Then 
prove it! Be next year's 
backpage editor. To ap-
ply, send an email to 
backpage@rice.edu. If you 
don't apply, we hereby 
revoke your right to com-
plain about the backpage. 
Ever. We mean it. 

Top 10 things to do to prospies 
10 Lose them while showing off 
the campus store. 
9. Beer golf. 
8. Comfort (sleep with) your 
neighbor's prospie that got sexiled. 
7. Breed them like gerbils. 
6. Club 13. (regardless of the day) 
5. Take them to Orgo. 
4. Convince them that servery 
meat isn't what they say it is. 
3. Call prospie before Owl Week-

end. Tell them it was the previous 
weekend and ask why they didn't 
come. 
2. Go to airport to pick up prospie. 
Drive to the University of Hous-
ton. Drop off prospie. Leave. 
1. Corrupt them! 

NOTE: The Backpage does not 
condone the mistreatment of 
prospies. .. 

The "Dammit, I had to out-drink my Owl and missed my 9 o'clock" Classifieds 
HOUSING 
FEMALE ROOMMATE wanted ASAP 
to share 2-bedroom apt. in the 
Montrose area. Contact Jennifer at 
onedimple@hntmail.com. 

LIVE IN/OUT female house sitter to 
work in a Christian home. Non-
smoker, flexible hours. Up to $875 
per month. (713) 647-0501 or 
lmiller7@houston.rr.com. 

w 

% 

SUMMER SUBLEASE! Medical 
center area (Cambridge and Holly 
Hall). Fully furnished, 1 bedroom/ 
1 bath, reduced rent, flexible dates, 
pool, fi tness center, washer /dryer 
in apartment, flexible dates. Please 
call or e-mail for more informa-
t ion: (713) 796-9051 or 
HouAptSummer2004@aol.com. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Bike to Rice. 
Updated one- and two-bedroom 
apartments with hardwood floors 
and cen t ra l air. One-bedroom 
apartments at 1301 Richmond from 
$535 and two-bedroom apartments 
at 1301 Richmond f rom $685. 
Please call Andover Apartments at 
(713) 524-3344. 

Welcome 

HELP WANTED 
NANNY NEEDED for busy West 
University family. Four kids. Three 
dogs. M-F 12-8 p.m. Some college 
required. Teaching experience pre-
ferred. Must speak, read and write 
Engl ish . You are profess ional , 
poised, creative, caring, well-orga-
nized, responsible, punctual, hard 
working, clean and neat, physically 
fit and love children. References, 
car and driver's license required. 
Possible live-in situation in separate 
quarters for right candidate. Salary 
negotiable. (713) 220-8190. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near Mu-
seum Area needs substitutes and 
assistants. Childcare experience 
preferred. Ideal for students need-
ing flexible schedules. Full-time 
summer employment available. Con-
tact Karrie at (713) 520-0738. 

SUMMER SITTER needed in our 
Cinco Ranch, Katy home for two chil-
dren ages 7 and 11. Must be caring, 
responsible, experienced, have own 
transportation and references. Hours 
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-4:30, flexible. Con-
tact Debbie at (281) 395-1404. 

LOOKING FOR TUTORS for my chil-
dren. We live in Bellaire. Please call 
Elizabeth (832) 282-2202. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
MAKE YOUR KNOWIEDGE SEIJJ 
http://myks.sitesell.com/rowena3510.html. 
Got a great biz. idea by clueless on Web/ 
tech skiUs? Ijet SiteSeD help you build a 
site that gets traffic and $$$$! http:// 
buildit.sitesell.com/rowena3510.html. 

CH EAPTRANSPORTATION - for sale: 
2003 Geely scooter, 50 cc. engine, light 
blue. Needs minor repair. $200 or best 
offer. Will include helmet and other 
accessories. Call (832) 489-2725 or 
send e-mail to pollyd@rice.edu. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT > 
1100/ACT >24/GPA>3.0/ages 19-29. 
Nonsmokers. All races needed, espe-
cially Asian Must have transportation. 
Inquire at info@eggdonorcenter.com 

FULL PILLOWTOP MATTRESS set 
with frame. Brand new in plastic, 
with warranty. Can deliver. $130. 
(832) 541-7580. 

FULL ORTHOPEDIC MATTRESS 
set with frame. Packaged, never used, 
with warranty. Can deliver. $160. 
(832) 541-7580. 

COME see "Under the Radar: 41st 
Rice Student Art Exhibition." Your 
friends like making art, and now is 
your chance to see it. 22 April-8 May 
2004. Art can be found in the Rice 
Gallery in Sewall Hall, oh and some of 
it is in the Media Center, too, claims 
the person responsible for the cre-
ation of this ad. Weather permitting, 
there is a chance of a box social occur-
ring at an undisclosed location. Come 
see art. It's good for you. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $ 1 5 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $ 3 0 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $ 4 5 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone:(713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:backpage@rice.edu
mailto:onedimple@hntmail.com
mailto:lmiller7@houston.rr.com
mailto:HouAptSummer2004@aol.com
http://myks.sitesell.com/rowena3510.html
mailto:pollyd@rice.edu
mailto:info@eggdonorcenter.com
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The best of life at Rice 

FAVORITES . Sometimes, they're so predictable, 
we wonder why we even ask. In this, the fourth 
installation of Rice Picks, the survey came up with 
some expected results — Amy's Ice Cream and 
Coffees handily took Best Ice Cream Shop — and 
some not-so-expected results — 12 students tied 
for Best Student-Athlete. 

Ail told, off-campus categories were not as well 
contended as those on-campus. Chuy's came in as 
winner in Best Mexican Restaurant, even though 
it's a Tex-Mex restaurant, not a Mexican one. 

Of course, given our lack of predilection for 
leaving campus, the small number of off-campus 
nominations isn't much of a surprise. 

The relationship between Rice students and the 
area surrounding our hedge-encrusted campus is 
best likened to the one between a married — but 
estranged — couple. 

Houston turns you off during your first drive 
in from Bush Intercontinental Airport. And when 
you're new to a place, especially a place as hard to 
navigate as Houston, you tend to gravitate to what 
you know — chain restaurants (like Chuy's) and 
stock Rice experiences (like Amy's.) 

But just as your husband will never spontane-
ously buy flowers for the apartment, Houston will 
never magically sprout century-old buildings and 
greenery on every corner — it will never be the 
city of your dreams. 

But given that, nothing irritates me more than 
when a Rice student rags on Houston. (Especially 
if this particular undergraduate is from Dallas.) 
If you look beyond the numerous billboards, 
you will see an indescribable beauty in our strip-
mallesque city. 

Beyond the hedges, you can behold an in-
tegrated diversity unknown to most U.S. cities. 
It's not perfect — racism and segregation exist 
— but we have two Chinatowns, two Koreatowns, 
an Arabictown and even two Vietnarntowns, all 
of which will welcome you even if you don't look 
like you belong. 

You are lucky to live four years (five for those 
with extra luck) in a city with a greater number of 
restaurants per capita than New York City — res-
taurants with more authentic and cheaper dishes 
than what's available in Austin. 

Downtown is undergoing a renaissance of night-
life, if that's your thing. And if it's not, Houston is 
considered to be one of America's most creative 
cities. Our art scene is not only large and produc-
tive, but also accessible. 

But the thing that makes Houston so wonderful 
is its utter lack of pretension. No one here tries to 
pretend that we live in a beautiful city — it's hot 
and it's ugly. In order to survive Houston and ap-
preciate it, you have to look deep inside yourself 
and in others. 

So when you go to that bar in Rice Village, 
take a look around you You'll sec- cocktail dresses 
alongside workout clothes, and no one will bat so 
much as an eyelash. 

Sure, there are pockets of snobbiness in Hous-
ton, especially in the downtown and Galleria 
areas. But they do not define the city. Bars like 
1 xtla's and West Alabama Icehouse — no-frills 
places that rely on what's tangible: good 
company and beer — are the heart and 
soul of Houston. 

This year's Rice Picks chronicles 
the favorites of both the student 
body and the Thresher editorial 
staff. Both groups were polled to 
produce two winners for each 
category. Sometimes, they were 
the same. Often, they were 
divergent. 

So take this best of II ous-
ton guide and venture forth, 
my young grasshopper. 
It's a big city, but you can 
conquer it. 
— Catherine Adcock, 
Editor, Rice Picks '04 
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on campus picks 
ADMINISTRATOR 
Audience Pick: Zenaido Camacho, Vice 
President for Student Affairs 

Rice University: the school where 
Camacho knows your name. This 
year, Zenaido Camacho has fought to 
keep the tree house and even listened 
to the reasoning of student leaders 
on the issue of the Beer-Bike parade. 
Find him after a Rice Philharmonics 
concert (where he endures self-dep-
recation at the hands of the a capella 
group), and he'll still be able to tell 
you where you're from. 

Editorial Pick: Don Ostdiek, Assistant 
Dean, Student Judicial Programs 

As a newspaper, we are constant-
ly stricken with trust issues when 
it comes to persons of authority, 
but we will admit being pleased by 
Don Ostdiek's commitment to fair-
ness as Assistant Dean for Student 
Judicial Programs, a role that lends 
itself to controversy. Ostdiek's ad-
ministerial roles don't end there. 
As a prelaw adviser and the head 
of the Policy Studies Program, 
he's helped a lot of socially- and 
politically-oriented students find 
their way in a university that can't 
seem to get over its reputation as 
solely an engineering school. 

RICE U N I V E R S I T Y POLICE 
D E P A R T M E N T OFFICER 
Audience Pick: Officer Cash 
Editorial Pick: Officer Cash 

The friendly voice of Henry Cash 
is always a nice greeting on your way 
out to Saturday evening dinner. As 
most Brown students know, not only 
does Cash cares about our safety col-
lectively, but also about us individu-
ally. If you happen to run into him 
while returning from your physics 
lab, he'll ask how your friends are. 
His rapport with students is profes-
sional yet personable. His service to 
Rice clearly reflects his pride in his 
service career. 

FACULTY M E M B E R 
Audience Pick: 
Joel Wolfe, Associate Professor, History 

Comedy Central has nothing on 
the first five minutes of Joel Wolfe's 
famous lectures. No matter what the 
topic—Rice, President George Bush, 

Peronist economic policies — class-
rooms erupt in laughter over Wolfe's 
commentary. But more important 
than the comedy routines, Wolfe's 
classes bring unique perspectives on 
intra-American relations and history 
to his students. It's easy to be from the 
United States and ignore what's south 
of the border, but Wolfe's classes 
ensure we never do just that. 

Editorial Pick: Krista Comer, Assistant 
Professor, English 

Krista Comer teaches the kind 
of classes you think someone must 
be making up until you take them: 
Cultures of Third Wave Feminism, 
Literature and Culture of Genera-
tion X, Literature and Culture of the 
American West. Her classrooms 
tend to feel like a testing ground in 
attempts to theorize the world as 
we're actually living it. These aren't 
courses about dead white men or 
their work. They're about the types 
of books, culture and images we 
encounter daily. They're about us 
and, not surprisingly, consistently 
packed. Extremely approachable, 
Comer displays a deep dedication to 
her students. 

C A M P U S LEGEND 
Audience Pick: 
Willy's Statue Turns 180 degrees 

In the spring of 1988, several 
ingenious Rice students put their 
engineering prowess to work. They 
built an A-frame that, through a series 
of levers and pullies, lifted Willy's 
statue up off its base (it wasn't bolted 
down) and turned the statue around 
180 degrees. The myth associated with 
this legend is that the boys wanted to 
send a message to the administration 
regarding a rise in tuition. The real 
story just involves some kids wanting 
to have some fun. After all, Willy had 
never seen Fondren Library. 

Editorial Pick: 
The Death of William Marsh Rice 

When William Marsh Rice's law-
yer and butler conspired against him 
in 1900 to kill him and take the money 
he conferred to build a university in 
the port town of Houston, they didn't 
realize how many students' lives they 
would affect. The two managed to 
murder Rice, but thanks to the keen 
observational powers of Rice's bank-

Officer Cosh rides o Segway through campus 
STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

ers and the swift action of Captain 
James A. Baker, Rice University was 
saved from near disaster. 

ALCOHOL-FREE 
CAMPUS EVENT 
Audience Pick: 0-Week 

If being awakened at 7:30 a.m. by 
the musical stylings of Mr. Roboto 
every day is your thing, then Orienta-
tion Week is for you. They say O-Week 
is the most sleep-deprived fun you're 
going to have at Rice. Some might 
take issue with this — O-Week isn't 
for everyone. However, it is certainly 
one of the most carefree, fun, inter-
esting weeks you're going to have 
at Rice. And if you love it that much, 
you can enjoy it over and over again 
as an advisor. 

Editorial pick: Varsity Athletic Events 
Student support for Rice athletics 

is growing, and it's not just because of 
the College World Series win. During 
a time when the words "athletics" and 
"controversy" seem to be inextricably 
linked, there is no question that Rice 
students are supporting the Owls 
more and more every clay. 

STUDENT-ATHLETE 
Audience Picks: Female Student-Athlete 
Karen Chao, women's tennis 
Junelle Crowley, women's soccer 
Angela Furin, women's soccer 
Anna Reeve, women's track and field 
Sarah Yoder, women's soccer 

Audience Picks: Male Student-Athlete: 
Morris Almond, Men's basketball 
Ryan Harlan, Men's track and field 
Michael Harris, Men's baskeiball 
Brock Gillespie, Men's basketball 
Ryan Morgan, Men's golf 

Editorial Pick: The Barker Brothers 
Most Rice students can't tell them 

apart, so we figured it was best for 
them to share the award. They took 
home the national indoor doubles 
championship in Nov. 2002 and 
are looking to add an NCAA title in 
June. They've both been all-WAC 
and academic all-WAC in any year in 
which they were eligible, but they've 
probably left an even more indelible 
mark on some of the Rice Village's 
finer establishments. 

C A M P U S NEWS STORY 
Audience Pick: 
Rice baseball wins College World Series 

When he spoke at Rice stadium, 
former President John F. Kennedy 
asked, "Why does Rice play Texas?" 
At the College World Series in June, 
the baseball team answered. After 
overcoming the University of Texas 
for a shot at the championship series, 
the Owls beat Stanford University 
in a grueling, three game, battle-of-
the-brains series. It was Rice's first 
national championship in an NCAA 
sport and a turning point in student 
support for Rice athletics. 

Editorial pick: Fake IDs 
Maybe it's the way this story 

haunted the news staff of the 
Thresher all year, but nothing seems 
to top a certain sophomore's alleged 
entrepreneurial ingenuity in setting 
up a miniature fake II) shop in Lovett 
College. From the jokes we shared 
over pizza on the second floor of 
the Ley Student Center to the many 
(and we mean many) unreturned 
phone calls we placed to a high-rollin' 
lawyer, the hundred extra fake IDs 
that floated around campus in the fall 
semester mean more to us than any 
athletic reports or strippers. 

THRESHER O P I N I O N 
C O L U M N I S T 
Audience pick: 
Pat Hastings IV, Martel Freshman 

There's one every year: a fresh-
man so willfully determined <o publish 
his or her controversial thoughts in 
opinion column form. Year after year 
wo warn them, "Are you sure you want 
to write this?" But they persevere, 
unconvinced of the problems they 

P 
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Junior pitchers Wade Townsend (left) and Jeff Niemann (right) carry head baseball coach Wayne Graham off the 
field of ler the 2 0 0 3 College World Series Championship in Omaha , Neb. June 23. 

might face at Rice University after 
everyone knows who they arc. You 
have to admire Hastings' confidence 
in the face of immense opposition 
and, at the same time, thank him 
for getting a conversation about gay 
rights started, even if it starts with 
vitriol and lighter fluid. 

Editorial pick: Raj Wahi, Wiess '99, 
Chemistry Graduate Studenl 

The Thresher opinion desk can 
count on three things week after 
week: first, people will always send 
in letters to the editor without even 
really reading (or understanding) 
the article about which they write; 
second, Raj Wahi will always be nice; 
and third, Raj Wahi will always write 
interesting, accessible columns when 
you need them. Forhisreliabilityand 
overall friendliness, the Thresher 
editorial staff, especially opinion 
editors new and old, would like to 
thank Raj Wahi. 

M O S T ATTRACTIVE VARSITY 
SOCCER PLAYER 
Audience Pick: 
Vanessa Serrano, Mattel freshman 

Vanessa Serrano quickly made her 
impact with the team by starting 19 
games as a freshman. Although she 
stands only 5-foot-2, she played larger 
than life as a central midfielder to 
spark the Owl offense. Serrano also 
had two assists in the Oct. 17 game 
against Nevada and netted her only 
goal of the season against North-
western State Sept. 21. Her genuine 
personality and down-to-earth nature 
will put you at ease. 

Editorial Pick: Caitlin Currie, Wiess junior 
A 5-foot-8 defender from Piano, 

Caitlin Currie has been the steadiest 
player on the Rice back line in each of 
the program's three seasons. She was 
named first-team all-WAC last season 
by the WAC coaches and second-team 
all-central region by the web site 
Soccer Buzz Magazine. Quick with a 
smile, Currie is recognizable by her 
authoritative demeanor on the field 
and blonde; hair and blue eyes. 

M O S T ATTRACTIVE VARSITY 
BASEBALL PLAYER 
Audience Pick: Paul Janish, Wiess junior 
Editorial Pick: Paul Janish, Wiess junior 

A slick-fielding shortstop from 
Cypress, Tex., Paul Janish was an 
all-WAC performer in each of his 
first two seasons at Rice and will 
surely add a third to his resume 
when the 2004 season ends. Owl fans 
have become accustomed to seeing 
Janish range deep in the hole and nip 
runners with a long throw from short, 
but this year he has shown another 
dimension by leading the Owls of-
fensively with seven home runs. 'Tall, 

dark and classically handsome, Janish 
easily leaves an impression with his 
friendly nature and quick smile. 

LPAP 
Audience Pick: Swing Dancing 

Tired of constantly being turned 
down when dancing at a club? Well, 
here's your sure-fire way to land a 
dancing partner. This class focuses 
on the basic elements of swing 
dancing and serves as a refreshing 
break during the day. Instructor 
Tracy King is extremely likable, 
helpful and easygoing, and creates 
a classroom atmosphere that is both 
low-key and instructive. 

Editorial Pick: Lalin Ballroom 
Doing the tango is the one of 

the most worthwhile experiences at 
Rice. Glaring dangerously into your 
par tner's eyes as you move your body 
with calculated grace will elevate one 
higher t han any amount of alcohol or 
(insert choice substance here). l̂ atin 
ballroom teaches just this: interaction 
between the sexes at a purely physical 
level — it's beautiful. 

MOST STYLISH STUDENT 
Audience Pick: 
Katherine Brill, Will Rice junior 
Editorial Pick: 
Katherine Brill, Will Rice junior 

On some days, Katherine Brill is 
so fabulously stylish, you aren't sure 
if you would be comfortable wearing 
what she's wearing. On other days, 
you wish you owned her wardrobe. 
We're not sure exactly where Brill 
obtains her clothes, but we're fairly 
certain the stylings hail from Europe. 
But while her stylings might be out of 
reach, her friendly demeanor is not. 

M O S T STYLISH PROFESSOR 
Audience Pick: Kristen Ostherr, Assistant 
Professor, English 

Strikingly well-dressed with an 
uncanny ability to accessorize, you 
have probably seen this English 
professor walking around campus 
in her liber-cool red raincoat, fash-
ionable shoes and killer eyewear. 
Her research concentrates on film, 
which may have inspired her eye for 
aesthetics. Complementing her great 
fashion is her wit, approachability and 
breadth of knowledge. 

Editorial Pick: John Ambler, Professor 
Emeritus, Political Science 

John Ambler could be named 
most stylish professor on the merit 
of his hair alone. Fortunately, his 
classic white mane is complemented 
perfectly by impeccably-fitted suits 
and gutsy salmon-colored shirts. If he 
weren't such a brilliant professor, we 
would think he had stepped straight 
out of an Eddie Bauer catalogue. 
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ightlife picks 
ART SPACE 
Audience pick: DiverseWorks 
Editorial pick: DiverseWorks 
1117 East Fwy, (713) 223-8346 

DiverseWorks is emblematic of 
the Houston arts scene. Contempo-
rary and local, it features everything 
from puppetry to art installationsthat 
will always challenge your definitions 
of art and the way you look at it. It's 
cutting edge while still accessible. 
Check out http://www.diverseworks. 
org for more information. 

MUSEUM 
Audience Pick: 
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
J 001 Bissonnet St. 
(713)639-7300 

Within walking distance of Rice, 
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
is the anchor of the Museum District. 
The MFA11 gained fame and recogni-
tion by hosting the finest pieces of art 
in The Heroic Century: The Museum 
of Modern Art Masterpieces, on loan 
from New York's Modern Museum 
of Art, called the best art show Texas 
has ever seen. But more importantly, 
everyday it displays everything from 
high school photographs to the great 
Impressionists. Thursday is free for 
students. 

Editorial Pick: Meni l Collection 
] 515 Sal Ross 
(713)525-9400 

The Menil, located in the Mon-
trose area, is the crowning gem of 
Houston's incredible art collections. 
Built to house the art of John and 
Dominique Menil, the museum 
features everything from ancient 
Byzantine to tribal to modern art. 
Translation: among the ancient arti-
facts, you'll also find work by Henri 
Matisse and Pablo Picasso. 

LOCAL B A N D 
Audience Pick: Blue October 

Blue October is one of Houston's 
few major label bands. Most often 
compared to Pearl Jam, they've 
earned a reputation for excellent 
live shows. With a number on the 
American Wedding soundtrack and 
two members sharing a musical 
friendship all the way back to high 
school, Blue October looks like it's 
going to have a half-life a lot longer 
than most local incarnations. 

Editorial Pick: The Drop Trio 
Every Friday at Brasil, lo-

cated at Dunlavy and Westheimer, 
Houston's funkiest jazz band — the 
Drop Trio — puts on Funk Jazz 

Fridays, where either they or one of 
their friends (typically a band from 
another Texas town) lets the funk 
hit the fan for the kids at Brasil. 
The Drop Trio is not only just one 
of Houston's best local bands, but 
they've also created a weekly event 
where Houstonians can reliably 
access some great bands in a city 
where good local music exists but 
is extremely hard to lind. 

LIVE MUSIC VENUE 
Audience Pick: The Engine Room 
1515 Pease Street 
(713)654-7846 

The Engine Room, the only mid-
sized venue in downtown, features a 
slick interior and cheap drinks, and 
on some of the less crowded nights, 
it has seating. For a corporate joint, 
though, it's got awful sound — de-
pending on your location, what you 
hear changes dramatically. If you 
want to catch a show at the Engine 
room, remember free parking is 
scarce, but METRO Rail stops Bell 
and Downtown Transit Center are 
within walking distance. 

Editorial Pick: Rudyard's British Dub 
2010 Waugh Dr. 
(713)521-0521 

Sadly for most Rice students, 
Rudyard's has a strict over-21-only 
policy. Rudz boasts an intimate set-
ting for some of Houston's best local 
bands and larger indie acts that roll 
through town. You can generally 
catch the whole act with your butt 
glued to a chair, but the crowd often 
drifts to a standing position in front 
of the stage. The sound is excellent 
and, most importantly, the bookers 
at Rudyard's tend to show all the 
bands that play there, local and na-
tional, a respect not found at other 
local joints. 

M A R G A R I T A S 
Audience Pick: Chuy's Restaurant 
2706 Westheimer Rd. 
(713) 524-1700 

Frozen or on the rocks, plain, 
dotted or swirled, Chuy's margaritas 
are best when you drink them on the 
restaurant's shady patio on a sunny 
day. Whether you are there for happy 
hour, lunch or dinner, order one of 
these reasonably priced 'ritas for a 
frosty treat. 

Editorial Pick: El Pueblifo Place 
1423 Richmond Ave. 
(713) 520-6635 

Who does not love a cool, strong 
margarita? Combination Guatema-

lan/Mexican restaurant, El Pueblito 
Place keeps them coming with its 
speedy service and enjoyable patio. 
While the drinks are something 
all Rice students can enjoy, don't 
forget to try the food, which is 
also of respectable quality. Coolest 
non-alcoholic menu item: Pineapple 
Salsa — it's to die for. 

MARTINIS 
Audience Pick: Davenport 
Editorial Pick: Davenport 
2115 Richmond Ave. 
(713)520-1140 

'lTie Davenport is so authentic, 
it's ugly. The retro-50s martini bar 
is outfitted with authentic pieces 
and remakes of the decor that was 
so popular during America's most 
perfect decade. On your first visit, 
be sure to ask for a drink menu. 
With more than 50 martini creations 
offered, you must mull them over 
before picking just one. 

LESBIAN CLUB/BAR 
Audience Pick: Chances Bar 
Editorial Pick: Chances Bar 
/100 Westheimer Rd. 
(713)523-7217 

One of the few bars in town 
that caters specifically to lesbians, 
Chances Bar comes complete with 
a kicker bar, dance club and pool 
hall, as well as a lounge that features 
live music most nights. Physically, 
Chances is enormous, with room 
opening onto room onto room. Not 
surprisingly, it attracts an extremely 
diverse clientele who enjoy the bar's 
warm and inviting atmosphere. 

GAY C L U B / B A R 
Audience Pick: Rich's 
2401 San Jacinto St. 
(713)759-9610 

Many consider this spot to be 
Houston's quintessential gay club. 
Its multiple lounges are great for non-
dancers, while the dance floor itself 
is large and always packed. There is 
also a nice outdoor patio, which is a 
great place to go when the club over-
crowds. Thursday night is unofficially 
the night that straight men frequent 
Rich's, and Friday nights are always 
hip-hop and especially popular. 

Editorial Pick: South Beach 
810 Pacific St. 
(713) 529-7623 

Visit this high-energy Montrose 
club for an assured good time. It's 
always packed, there are consistently 
great drink specials, and the techno 

music is to die for. Look out for theme 
nights like "Madonna-rama" with cool 
remixes of the diva's classic hits. Oh, 
and did I mention the fiber-hot go-go 
dancers in G-strings? 

NIGHTCLUB 
Audience Pick: 0 
710 Pacific St. 
(713)523-0213 

This hot spot is great for all types 
who like to go out — gay, straight, 
dancer, nonclancer, drinker and non-
drinker. Set up in a converted house, 
this clu b offers multiple bars, porches 
and balconies for chatting, as well as 
a great dance bar, all while retaining 
a certain quaintness and charm. 
Though it caters to a primarily gay 
clientele, O always has an eclectic 
assortment of patrons. 

Editorial Pick: Danseparc at Numbers 
300 Westheimer Rd. 
(713)526-6551 

Once a month, the girls from 
Danseparc lug their musical rep-
ertoire to Numbers, where they DJ 
sets that turn locals into dancing 
zealots on par with whirling der-
vishes. The content of their set lists 
range from '80s throwbacks, like 
Michael Jackson and Joy Division, 
to contemporaries, like the Rapture 
and the Strokes. If you are looking 
for set lists sans Chingy and crowds 
without sweaty former frat boys, or 
if you're a hipster trying to find a 
scene, Numbers is your place. For 
more info, check out http://www. 
syn th I ife. com/danseparc\ 

DIVE BAR 
Audience Pick: Marquis II 
2631 BissonnetSt. 
(713)522-2090 

Tuesday nights at the Marquis II 
are like 'ITiursday nights at Willy's 
Pub, except off-campus and with 
stiffer drinks. On Tuesday, you'll 
find Rice's over-21 crowd sipping 
the stiffest Long Island Iced Teas 
that $4.50 can buy. The decor of 
the Marquis reminds one most of 
a cheap hotel bar that wasn't really 
that classy back when it was first 
designed in the '60s, even though 
it's been updated with some new 
televisions and chairs and tables. Just 
remember, whatever you do, don't 
drink more than one Long Island 
Iced Tea without being prepared to 
suffer the consequences. 

Editorial Pick. Lola's 
2327 Grant St. 
(713)528-8342 

Visiting Lola's is an experience 
every Rice student should have 
before graduation. This Houston 
institution, set on the north side 
of the Montrose area, is a friendly 
pool-hall that harbors the down 
and out. Almost everyone at Lola's 
is amicable while at the same time 
being completely strung out. The 
bartender will gladly serve you a 
coke and rum that's actually rum 
with a splash of coke. Highlights 
include the expansive porch that 
more closely resembles a backyard 
and the jukebox — heaven for indie 
and punk rock fans. 

Michael Penny of the Davenport serves up some martinis 
PHOTO COURTESY QUIRKHOUSTON 

shopping services picks 
INDEPENDENT MUSIC STORE 
Audience pick: Cactus Music and Video 
2930 S. Shepherd Dr. 
(713)526-9272 

Cactus and its three-story tall 
sculpture is one of the more happily 
independent music stores around. 
While its selection might not be 
the most diverse or expansive, you 
can always feel good contributing 
to Cactus' commercial success. It's 
heavily involved in the local music 
scene — and none of its profits go to 
the Blockbuster Corporation. 

Editorial pick: Sound Exchange 
1846 Richmond Ave. 
(713)666-5555 

Sound Exchange is a CD and vinyl 
resale shop housed in a small house 
on Richmond that is best visited 
by the musically adventurous. You 
never know what you'll lind at Sound 
Exchange, but we can guarantee two 
things: First, the staff will be able to 
help you get something you'll like 
and second, it'll be cheaper than you 
could possibly expect—all used CDs, 
$7.99; used I J 's, $4.99. 

BEST TATTOO/PIERCING 
STUDIO 
Audience Pick: Taurian Body Piercing 
1505 Westheimer Rd. 
(713)526 2769 

When considering where to get 
pierced, Taurian advises you to ask 
your friends where they got their 
piercings or to come in and watch 
someone else get pierced. It's the 
kind of place that encourages you 
to think a lot about your piercing or 
tattoo before undergoing the needle 
and hopes you'll come in to discuss 
the best jewelry and placement for 
your piercing needs. 

Editorial Pick: Sacred Heart Studio 
327 Westheimer Rd. 
( 7 1 3 ) 5 2 3 0 9 8 5 

Clean, safe and professional. 
Sacred Heart Studio offers a wide 
range of piercing services, as well 
as extremely talented tattoo artists. 
Also the home of one of Houston's 
quirky art cars, the studio features 
friendly, helpful staff who will make 
your piercing or tattoo experience as 
comfortable as possible. 

VINTAGE/THRIFT STORE 
Audience Pick: Buffalo Exchange 
1614 Westheimer Rd. 
(713)523-8701 

Buffalo Exchange is a trendy re-
sale chain started in the Southwest. 
It promises a slick shopping experi-
ence evenjf what you're buying has 
been rung through the washer more 
than once. While the prices won't 
reach the depths of Value Village, 
you'll find something you like while 
paying a lot less than getting a new 
outfit at Nordstrom. 

Editorial Pick: 
Leopard Lounge Clothing Exchange 
1637 Westheimer Rd. 
(713)524-9100 

Leopard Dninge isTaxi Taxi's less 
slick cousin. With the same owner, 
both stores are trendy places to sell 
and buy used clothes, but Leopard 
Lounge features a wider variety of 
sizes and a friendlier staff. Leopard 
Lounge also features a little bit more 
off-the-wall, while Taxi Taxi tends to 
be more of a place to catch Gap and 
Banana Republic on resale. 

BOOKSTORE 
Audience Pick: 
Half Price Books, Records, Magazines 
2537 University Blvd. 
(713) 524-6635 

A visit to Half Price in the Rice 
Village will reveal untold treasures. 
Not only will you find that slick coffee 
table book you've been wanting for 
an extremely low price, but you can 
also check out the CDs and tapes for 
some steals on good music. Pick up 
a book and then patronize neighbor-
ing Crossroads for some coffee or a 
smoothie while you read. 

Editorial Pick: Brazos Bookstore 
2421 Bissonnet St. 
(713)523 0701 

Brazos Bookstore is home to an 
extremely knowledgeable staff who 
will order you anything they don't 
have in stock. Brazos' stacks are filled 
with a large number of journals, and it 
offers a 10 percent student discount. 
Brazos offers a true community feel, 
hosting readings not only by nation-
ally well-known poets, but also by 
those of local renown. 

CAR REPAIR 
Audience Pick: 
Demo's Automotive Center 
2438 Tangley St. 
(713)526-3781 

Located right next to The Village, 
Demo's is close enough to Rice to 
have your car affordably towed there 
when it fails to start after a storm that 
featured a hurricane rating. Demo's 
can offer your car everything from a 
simple oil change to a complete body 
repaint and has the confidence of your 
fellow students. 

Editorial Pick: Eric's Exxon 
6802 Kirby Dr. 
(713) 667-9293] 

Stop by Eric's Exxon on the corner 
of West Holcombe Boulevard and 
Kirby Drive. Fill your tank: get your 
car hand-washed; check out the tacky 
— but cute — greeting cards in the 
lobby. Eric's Exxon has it all. It has 
even managed to keep a Thresher staf f 
member's 30-year-old Ford Pinto on 
the road, much to the consternation 
of drivers everywhere. However, the 
question is, who's Eric? 

http://www.diverseworks
http://www
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culinary picks 
VIETNAMESE RESTAURANT 
Audience Pick: Mai's Re.aurant 
3403 Milam Si. 
(713)520-7684 

Mai's Restaurant offers acceptable 
Vietnamese fare at a reasonable price 
all the way until 4 a.m. If you 're not 
a big fan of h u g e helpings, it of fers 
two size options for most meals. T h e 
late-night clientele is the kind that 's 
fun to watch, and the service is always 
friendly. Just don't head to Mai's ex-
pecting a quick mea l—there ' s often a 
wait for both seating and service. 

Editorial Pick: Van Loc Restaurant 
3010 Milam St. 
(713)528-6441 

Van Ix)c is just down the street 
f rom Mai's, and while it's not open 
late, it has excellent food and a varied 
menu for very reasonable prices. The 
spring rolls are particularly fresh and 
should not be missed. The service 
ranges f rom average to outstanding, 
and servers are always very friendly 
and accommodating, even with spe-
cial requests . 

LATE NIGHT RESTAURANT 
Audience Pick: House of Pies 
3112 Kirby Dr. 
(713)528-3816 

With 40 different d e s s e r t s on 
the menu, House of Pies ea rns its 
name. But more importantly, House 
of Pies has more than the traditional 
shor t -order menu to complement 
the saccharine delight. Almost any 
late-night visit will find the company 
of other Rice s tudents and Houston 's 
more interesting cultural sides. Don't 
be afraid if the service you receive is 
brash — it's all part of the charm. 

Editorial Pick: Chacho's 
6006 Westheimer Rd. 
(713) 975-9699 

An all-night eatery off of 59 past 
610, Chacho 's offers your s tandard 
taco and enchilada fast food fare but 

with a few more exoticisms — and 
taste — than Taco Cabana. More 
importantly, Chacho's has a salsa bar 
with several different types of chips 
and salsa to choose from, including a 
mango salsa that you can't die without 
trying once. Just remember, only the 
sweet tea comes with free refills. 
Fortunately, it's the best sweet tea 
this side of the Mississippi, and you'll 
need those refills—Chacho's doesn't 
skip on the habaneros. 

MEXICAN RESTAURANT 
Audience Pick: Chuy's 
2706 Westheimer Rd. 
(713)524-1700 

What do you get when you cross 
Elvis Presley and Tex-Mex dining? A 
shrine to the King, a school of wooden 
fish dangling from the ceiling and a 
selection of witty T-shirts that provide 
a fun, off-beat atmosphere. Don't let 
the scarce parking or long waits deter 
you — the creamy jalapeno dip alone 
makes Chuy's worth the trip. 

Editorial Pick: Chapultepec 
813 Richmond Drive 
(713)522-2365 

Chapultepec has killer enchiladas, 
margar i tas and late-night service in a 
place that you would visit dur ing the 
daytime without finding it sketchy. Its 
interior is homey but cute, and the 
service quick. Best off all, it's cheap 
and actually qualifies as Mexican, 
not Tex-Mex. 

PIZZA PLACE 
Audience Pick: Star Pizza 
2111 Norfolk St. 
(713) 523-0800 

From the hand-painted murals 
adorning the booths to the creaky 
wooden floors, Star Pizza is an experi-
ence for the eyes and the stomach. 
T h e menu is filled with a variety of 
Italian dishes — but why would you 
order anything but the pizza? If you 
ever wanted broccoli or jalapenos on 

your pizza pie, this is your chance. 
It's slow, but when your pizza finally 
arrives, you won't care. 

Editorial Pick: Late Night Pie 
502 Elgin 
(713)529-5522 

The oven-tired creations at I .ate 
N ight Pie, located where Westheimer 
tu rns into Elgin, offer previously-
unheard-of combinations that cre-
ate culinary sensat ions you didn't 
think possible. If you don't believe 
us, try the Boss Man, replete with 
art ichokes, goat cheese, spinach and 
sun-dried tomatoes. 'Die wait for food 
at l a t e Night Pie, open until 3 a.m., 
can somet imes be more than you 
bargain for, but you can always order 
delivery. T h e staff will drive pizza, 
salads and bucke ts of ice-cold beer 
all the way to the Rice area. 

SUSHI BAR 
Audience Pick: Miyako 
3910 Kirby Dr. 
(713)520-9797 

With Yan Sushi (a.k.a. Sushi 
to Go) out of the picture due to a 
c o m b i n a t i o n of a deadly yupp ie 
makeover and price inflation com-
bination, Miyako cont inues to offer 
the bargain sushi most Rice s tudents 
crave. Its sushi bar gives clients a 
comfor tab le feel despi te its chain 
her i tage. T h e Happy Hour menu , 
available all h o u r s of the day, o f fe rs 
di r t -cheap pr ices for rolls. 

Editorial Pick: Azuma 
5600 Kirby Dr. 
(713) 432-9649 

T h i s r e s t a u r a n t ' s s t r iking Ka-
buki aes the t ic c rea tes a pleasing 
a t m o s p h e r e , which c o m p l i m e n t s 
the impressive menu and high sushi 
quality. Diners sitting at the bar are 
given the opportunity to see their food 
prepared before their eyes. In addi-
tion to the vast array of sushi types 
available, the menu also boasts strong 

alternatives..In particular, the green 
tea ice c ream and fried banana des-
ser t are killer. I suggest hitting this 
place for the lunch specials, where 
one can get a good sushi meal for an 
affordable price. 

ASIAN FUSION RESTAURANT 
Audience Pick: Pei Wei Asian Diner 
5110 Buffalo Speedway 
(713)661-0900 

Pei Wei Asian Diner 's eclectic 
menu f e a t u r e s a variety of food 
f rom count r ies ranging from China 
to Vietnam. It 's a walk-up-and-order 
place to eat. Within minutes of order-
ing, the staff will deliver your food 
to your table. This is sit-down Asian 
for the high-speed lifestyle. 

Editorial Pick: Jenni's Noodle House 
2130 Jefferson St. 
(713)228-3400 

Jenni 's Noodle House, complete 
with a night when feather boas are 
mandatory, is Houston at its best. 
It 's c lassy without be ing preten-
tious, quirky without making you 
feel uncomfor tab le and excellent 
cuisine without high prices. From 
the pink f lamingos made by local 
art ists that dot the yard outside this 
Asian res taurant to the $5 butt g rabs 
on the menu , Jenni 's has cultivated a 
personality of its own without losing 
touch with what is most important: 
excellent food. Don't miss the dump-
lings, best devoured with Jenni ' s 
special soy sauce. 

COFFEE BAR 
Audience pick: Starbucks 
5801 Kirby Dr. 
(713) 522-4898 

T h e r e are a few things wrong 
with Starbucks winning best coffee 
bar. First of all. it's not a bar. Second, 
there are plenty more options for 
coffee that aren't, say, franchised. 
But when you're new to a city, es-
pecially one like Houston, you tend 

to gravitate to what you know, like 
Starbucks. And when you don't care 
about suppor t ing the locals, and all 
you want is some t rendy re t ro music-
wafting th rough a pre-manufactured 
yet soothing envi ronment while you 
sip a good cup of coffee, Starbucks 
is your place. 

Editorial Pick: Agora 
1712 Westheimer Rd. 
(713)526-7217 

Hidden in a white house across 
from Brasil, Agora is perfect for catch-
ing up with a friend, eyeing some 
locals or a first date. 'ITie a tmosphere 
at Agora is familiar, like an overnight 
stay at a friend's house, complete with 
great coffee and an excellent selec-
tion of wine and beer. From the upper 
level, you can take in all the clientele, 
which ranges from fo rmer University 
ofTexas fraternity brothers who work 
for ExxonMobile to t rendy hipsters 
with more piercings than we care 
to count. Overall, Agora 's offers a 
little bit of someth ing for everyone, 
including a parking lot and friendly 
service, some th ing Brasil doesn ' t 
at tempt to aspire to. 

ICE CREAM SHOP 
Audience Pick: Amy's Ice Cream and Coffees 
Editorial Pick: Amy's Ice Cream and Coffees 
3816 Farnham St. 
(713)526-2697 

When your shop features delica-
cies such as Shiner Bock Ice Cream, 
and you still win best ice c ream shcy 
you're doing some th ing right. Ac 
first, we felt bad going with the ex-
pected. Sure, Amy's ha s some good 
compet i tors—Cold Stone Creamery 
and Marble Slab for example. But 
this Austin import acts like a mem-
ber of the community while being a 
truly original ice c ream shop with 
consistently c reamy creations. F>en 
if you aren' t intimidatd by the many 
choices, ask the friendly Amy's staff 
for recommendat ions . 
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oddball picks 

A former flires/iereditorial staff member demonstrates his love of Schiltz Malt Liquor 
HRESHER FILE PHOTO 

OFF-CAMPUS SPOT TO SHOW 
0UT-0FT0WNERS 
Audience pick: Downtown 
Editorial pick: Downtown 

The money and people flooding 
into Houston for this year 's Super 
Bowl brought a renaissance of night-
life to downtown Houston. But even 
if clubbing isn't your thing, there are 
also great theaters and sports venues. 
Take the MHTRORail downtown on 
a Sunday for people-watching and 
dining at the fabulous Mia Bella 
Trattoria or what the Thresher staff 
calls the best Chipotle location in 
'.he world. 

METRORAIL STOP 
Audience Pick: Preston 

. Editorial Pick: Preston 
Sur rounded by some of the hot-

test ba r s and clubs in Houston, the 
Preston stop takes you to the middle 

of the action. With Minute Maid 
Park, the Alley Thea t re , Verizon 
W i r e l e s s T h e a t e r and c o u n t l e s s 
t rendy clubs and res taurants in easy 
walking distance, everyone can find 
some th ing to do. 

OFF CAMPUS 
MAKE-OUT SPOT 
Audience Pick: Hermann Park 

From the giant hill by Miller Out-
door 'Hieatrety dirt trails lined by vast 
expanses of grass, Hermann Park is 
romantic in the most reliable way. But if 
the cliche of making out in a park gets 
you down, try out the Japanese garden 
or the Houston Zoo for something 
more interesting. Just stay away from 
the Children's Water Park. 

Editorial Pick: METRORail 
We know the minute you saw the 

subway sex scene in Risky Business, 
you immediately wished you could act 

it out. It used to be the closest you 
could getin Houston wasget t ingyour 
freak on with your "business partner" 
on a 30-scater trolley car downtown. 
Which explains why we all love the 
MFTRORail. Most t imes of the day 
i t ' s p a c k e d , but hop on a round 
12:30 a.m. or 5:30 a.m., and we a re 
ce r t a in you can find an empty car in 
which to get your groove on. 

OFF CAMPUS STUDY SPACE 
Audience Pick: Starbucks 
5801 Kirby Dr. 
(713)522-4898 

We can c o m p r e h e n d the Rice 
s tudent ' s allegiance to Starbucks, 
but for God's sakes, there are better 
places around to study in, complete 
with wireless connect ions and more 
comfor table seating. Get in your car 
or get on your walking shoes and 
look for them. 

Editorial Pick 
Cafe Artiste 
1601 W. Main St. 
(713)528-3704 

T h e re l iable wire less connec-
tion at Cafe Artiste and wonderfu l 
food select ions keep the Thresher 
editorial staff going back again and 
again. Cafe Artiste is reiiably busy 
but always has an open booth, couch 
or chair to perch yourself while pre-
paring for that big bio exam. 

ROAD TRIP DESTINATION 
Audience pick: Ausi'n, Texas 

Austin is the city with all the things 
Houston doesn't have: a strip of actu-
ally decent bars, places to party that 
you can walk to, and green sp8Ct\ A 
cool two and a half hour drive away, 
it's no wonder most Rice students 
prefer to spend their free weekends 

in this chilly Texas city that, unlike 
Houston, shockingly features zoning 
laws. Although Austin might be losing 
its edge — it's going from granola to 
yuppie —it's still a great place to go 
party or catch some live music when 
you've got the time. 

Editorial pick: Shiner, Texas 
Two hours southwest of Houston 

is the wondrous Spoetzl Brewery 
in Shiner, Texas. You can tour the 
brewery at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. However, 
there isn't much else to see in Shiner, 
so we recommend visiting during the 
month of October, when the Spoetzl 
Brewery puts on Bocktober fest, a 
one-day event with bands, beer and 
a really big tent. 

IRONICALLY HIP 
T-SHIRT SLOGAN 
Audience Pick: IDAHO NO UDAHO 

ITiank God for vintage irony. On 
this black shirt , you'll find a white 
outline of the potato state with the 
words, "Idaho No Udaho" overlain. 
It's beautiful. If you want to find one 
yourself, search for "Idaho" under the 
men 's shirt section of eBay. 

Editorial Pick: Voting is for old people 
It's a s tory we've seen before: 

not-so-hip store tries to be hip by 
making offensive, yet trendy t-shirts. 
It's a s tory line that started with Ab-
ercrombie and Fitch's "Two Wongs 
make a White" and continued with the 
now-discontinued Urban Outfitters' 
shirt "Voting is for old people." Vot-
ing isn't for old people; if more young 
people had voted in the last election, 
the phrase "Axis of Evil" might not 
be part of the national lexicon. But 
somet imes it just feels good to wear 
something that flies in the face of 
everything that 's acceptable. 

BEER FOR CHUGGING 
Audience Pick: Bud Light 

Bud Light doesn't taste particu-
larly good, but it does go down easier 
than other cheap options. It's the 
favorite of Rice part ies and, more 
importantly, chug practices at every 
college. We're not su re what puts it 
above its competitor, Miller Lite, but 
that 's not important. Somet imes a 
thing become your favorite for rea-
sons that you can't explain. 

Editorial Pick: Schlitz Malt Liquor 
You may not be l i eve us, but 

Schlitz—straight from Milwaukee—is 
a beer you can actually sip. That said, 
the kitsch factor and inexpensive 
price make Schlitz a prime target to 
overtake current favorites such as 
Miller High Life, the "Champagne 
of Beers," and Pabst Blue Ribbon, 
the "Champagne of hipsters," for the 
beer you guzzle. 

WEBSITE AT WHICH 
TO PROCRASTINATE 
Audience Pick: 
http://www. homestarrunner. com 
Editorial Pick: 
http://www. homestarrunner. com 

Monday morn ings wouldn't be 
the same without t heBro the r sChap , 
thecrea torsofhomes ta r runner .com. 
T h e B r o t h e r s C h a p c rea te flash-
cartoon h u m o r without offending 
anyone other than vegans and the 
occasional girl who has a c r u s h on 
every boy For the newcomer, it's 
sometimes hard to get into, but check 
out the intro page and then head im-
mediately into the archives of Strong 
Bad emails. Just don' t start fooling 
around here when you have a paj>er 
due, or you'll be watching old issues 
of 'Teen Girl Squad" all night. 
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