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Athletics report discussed 
Faculty debate merits of Faculty Council report, poll 

by Jenny Rees 
T H R E S H E R EDI TORIAL S T A F F 

At a faculty meeting Tuesday, the faculty 
discussed the report of the Faculty Council 
Subcommittee on Athletics, which was re-
leased to the public March 30. The report, 
which was researched and written by the 
subcommittee last year, addresses topics 
ranging from the cost of athletics to the 
admission process for student-athletes. Fac-
ulty members have had access to the report 
since it was completed a year ago, and the 
faculty discussed the report at two meetings 
in the fall. 

Faculty members also discussed a fac-
ulty poll on athletics currently being con-
ducted by Faculty Council and Rice athlet-
ics in general. 

President Malcolm Gillis said he was disap-
pointed with the attendance at the meeting—58 
faculty members — but congratulated the fac-

ulty for maintaining their civility in the discus-
sion despite strong feelings on all sides. 

French Studies Professor Deborah Harter, 
a member of the subcommittee, said she was 
disappointed that the discussion focused on 
smaller issues, such as the value of the report 
and poll, rather than larger issues, such as ..ie 
proper role of athletics at Rice. 

"I think this issue is large and important and 
complicated, and we have not succeeded very 
well as a faculty in creating the possibility for a 
real exchange of ideas," Harter said. "There are 
so many sensitivities on all sides and so many 
worries on all sides that we get stopped half-
way, and the discussion gets derailed." 

Faculty Poll 
Physics and Astronomy Professor Marj 

Corcoran, the chair of the athletics subcommit-
tee, presented the Faculty Council poll, which 
was sent to all faculty members Tuesday. 

See REPORT. Page 6 

Helping out kids 
JOSSIE IVANOV/THRESHER 

Number of applications reaches 
record high of more than 8,000 

Jones College freshman Emily Yeomans and a Spring Fling participant get creative. 

Half of Loop to close 
for Egyptian president 

by Ian Everhart 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

This year, the number of appli-
cations to Rice reached a new high, 
university admissions officials said. 
For the first time ever, Rice received 
more than 8,(XX) applications, Vice 
President for Enrollment Ann 
Wright said. In addition, the early 
and interim decision plans were 
more popular than ever before. 

Dean for Undergraduate En-
rollment Julie Browning said the 
biggest difference in the applica-
tion cycle this year was a 24 per-
cent increase in the number of 
early applications. 

"The most significant trend 
seems to be the increased popu-
larity of the early and interim deci-
sion plans," she said. 

Rice received 559 applications 
this year for early decision, com-
pared with last year's 452. Interim 
decision applications rose by 
14 percent, from 2,933 applications 
last year to 3,348 this year. 

Appl icants for ear ly deci-
sion —who commit to a t tend 
Rice — submit their applications 
by Nov. 1 and receive a decision 
by Dec. 15. Interim decision ap-

plicants must apply by Dec. 1 
and are notified by Feb. 10. 

Wright said 163 students were 
admitted under the early decision 
plan this year, up from 124 last 
year. Under all three plans, 1,281 
students were accepted last year. 

The number of regular deci-
sion applications received fell 
slightly, from 4,120 last year to 
4,077 this year. 

Wright said the increase in 
early-decision appl icants will 
slightly decrease the number of 
students admitted under regular 
decision, when many admitted stu-
dents choose to attend school else-
where, lowering the yield rate. 

Wright said Rice is experienc-
ing increasing overlap with other 
highly selective institutions in can-
didates for admission. 

"Real good students are inter-
ested in Duke and Stanford and the 
Ivies, but we're doing OK," Wright 
said. "We have a good win rate 
against a lot of those institutions." 

This year's freshman class of 
730 will be bigger than last year's 
class of 713, Wright said, in an 
effort to maintain a steady campus 
population. Wright said the higher 
number reflects more students 

going abroad, taking leaves of ab-
sence or graduating early. 

The Admission Office will use 
the waiting list to pinpoint the tar-
get number for next year's fresh-
man class, Wright said. 

"We should aim slightly below 
the target and then use the wait list 
if we come in a little low," she said. 

Wright said the academic divi-
sions' shares of the accepted stu-
dents were about the same this 
year as in previous years, with 200 
admitted students each going into 
the George R. Brown School of 
Engineering, the Wiess School of 
Natural Sciences, and the Schools 
of Humanities and Social Sciences 
combined. The remainder, she 
said, were split between the School 
of Architecture and the Shepherd 
School of Music. 

Wright also said last year's 
trend of accepting more females 
than males continued, a figure she 
said lagged behind the national 
trend because there are generally 
more men than women in engi-
neering and natural sciences, 
which are strong programs at Rice. 

Wright said figures on admit-
ted students are not final due to 
extenuating circumstances. 

By David Brown 
T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

Security measures for Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak's speech 
April 14 at Autry Court will include 
the closing of major campus roads, 
parking lots and facilities. 

From 3 to 9:45 p.m. Wednesday, 
College Way — the southern por-
tion of the Inner Ix>op from Autry 
Court to Cohen House — will be 
closed. The traffic will be routed to 
laboratory Road — the northern 
half of the Inner Loop from Duncan 
Hall to the Student Center — which 
will be set up for two-way traffic. 

Rice University Police Depart-
ment Lieutenant Dianna Marshall, 
who is coordinating security for the 
event, said several agencies will be 
involved. The Secret Service will 
escort Mubarak, and the Department 
of State will provide security for other 
dignitaries traveling with him. 

"It'll be very much like in Octo-
ber, when Vice President I Dick J 
Cheney was here," Marshall said. 
"We're giving this the same atten-
tion that we would the president of 
the United States." 

Marshall said the Houston Po-
lice Department will provide motor-
cycle escorts for Mubarak's motor-
cade and will operate traffic posts. 
RUPI) officers will occupy positions 

around campus, she said. 
WTiile College Way is closed, 

shuttles will run up and down Labora 
tory Road, turning around at Founder's 
Court. No parking will be allowed on 
Laboratory Road while two-way traffic 
is conducted along the road. 

The Rice Recreation Center will 
be closed from noon until approxi-
mately 8 p.m., and Baker Hall will be 
closed from 2 p.m. until approxi-
mately 9:45 p.m. 

A 150-foot-long fence will be 
erected around Autry, which may 
restrict pedestrian movement. It will 
also result in the closing of Reckling 
Park, the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium, 
the Wiess tennis courts and Intramu-
ral Held 6 from noon until 9:45 p.m. 

Commuter Parking Lot 3, behind 
the Rice Media Center, will be closed 
from noon until approximately 8 p.m. 
Commuter I^ot 1, between Rice Sta-
dium and the RUPD station, will be 
cleared 150 feet from College Way 
from midnight until 9:45 p.m. Barri-
ers and flags will be in place to mark 
the restricted areas of the lot. 

"Hie entrance between Commuter 
Lot 4 and Rice Stadium will be open 
from 3-9:45 p.m. in order to relieve 
traffic congestion. Traffic from En-
trance 8 may be redirected through 
the entrance for short periods of 
time immediately prior to and fol-
lowing the event. 

Shooting suspect in custody 
by Jenny Rees 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL S T A F F 

A suspect is in Houston Police custody 
in connection with the fatal shooting at 
Kirby Drive and Bissonnet Street March 20 
and the March 3 shooting of a woman in the 
Rice Village. 

The suspect, 34-year-old Beau John Maloney, 
was found with a .38-caliber revolver matching 
the bullets used in the two shootings, the Hous-
ton Police Department said Wednesday. 

Maloney was arrested early Monday after 
a Department of Public Safety trooper found 
him sleeping in a Dodge I)urango at a rest stop 
on 1-10 near Kerrville. 

HPD South Central Division Captain 
Dwayne Ready said Wednesday 

Maloney had been taken to Harris County 
jail. Ready said murder charges would likely 
be filed against Maloney in the shooting death 
of Helen Orman, 65, an artist and Houston 
Community College-Southwest professor, who 
was shot in the head as she was vacuuming 

her car at the Chevron service station at 
2539 Bissonnet. 

As of yesterday, Maloney was being held 
without bond in the aggravated robbery of 
Juli Graves, 30, in the Rice Village Arcade 
parking garage. Graves was shot in the arm 
and chest during an attempted carjacking 
but survived. 

"We're waiting for the investigation to wrap 
up," Ready said. 

Although the suspect is in police custody, 
people should continue the vigilance they 
have practiced during the past few weeks, 
Ready said. 

"I think the precautions that came out of 
this are still applicable," Ready said. "Mainly 
we were asking people to be more vigilant. 
Just because this one guy's in custody doesn't 
mean you can let your guard down." 

Ready said the increased security around 
the Village will be stepped down gradually. 

"We've pulled some resources to other 
locations, but we're still leaving a presence in 
the Village area," Ready said. 

INSIDE 

Baseball vs. Miami (Ohio) 
Riding a season-high nine-game win-

ning streak, the fourth-ranked baseball 
team hosts nonconfcrence opponent 
Miami (Ohio) this weekend at Reckling 
Park. First pitches are at 7 p.m. tonight, 
2 p.m. tomorrow and noon Sunday. 

Self-scheduled exams 
Registration for self-scheduled exams 

starts on Monday and continues through 
next Friday. If you forget to schedule 
yourself, you'll have to go through your 
professors, so be sure to get it out of the 
way this week. Or stock up on Easter 
candy to bribe your profs. 

OPINION Page 3 
When anti-athlete rhetoric hurts 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Mostly sunny, 85-67 degrees 
Saturday 
Thunderstorms, 85 55 degrees 
Sunday 
Thunderstorms, 63 52 degrees 

A&E Page 12 
Goodbye Lenin: a sentimental new film 

SPORTS Page 16 
Another chance to Tuck Fexas 

Quote of the Week 
"We always know the Tuesday games are the 
tough games, and we all have experience 
throwing in those games. When it comes 
down to it, the only time it really matters is 
the postseason. And the weekend series you 
have to win to get to the postseason." 
— Junior right-handed pitcher Jeff Niemann 
talking about Rice's starting pitching staff. 
See Story, Page 14. 

Scoreboard 

Baseball 
Rice 4, Houston 3 
Rice 16, Nevada 2 
Men's Tennis 
Rice 3. Texas A&M 4 
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the Rice Thresher 

Let us take home exams 
Self-scheduled exams have long been a needless inconvenience 

to Rice students, so we are glad to hear the University Standing 
Committee on Teaching is considering a proposal that would elimi-
nate them. (See Story, Page 8.) However, we worry that if the 
committee also recommends to the president to reduce or eliminate 
the minimum enrollment for scheduled exams — as it is debating— 
the end result will be worse for students, not better. 

There is no value to self-scheduled exams at a school with a strong 
Honor System. With cheating as rare as it is at Rice, all finals should be 
take-home exams unless the class is so large that the professor would 
be burdened with the last-minute grading associated with take-homes. 
In these cases, scheduled exams would suffice — they are more 
efficient than self-scheduled exams from the Registrar's perspective. 
Furthermore, self-scheduled exams pose a headache to the Student 
Association, because there are never enough proctors, and the proctors 
often do not show up for their appointed exams. 

We applaud the Teaching Committee for its initiative, and we hope it 
recommends the elimination of self-scheduled exams. Unfortunately, 
take-home exams do sometimes create hassle for professors. If the 
choice between take-home exams and scheduled finals was left entirely 
up to professors, finals might be scheduled more often than take-homes. 

Currently, only classes with 50 or more students can require a 
scheduled exam. If the Teaching Committee reduces or removes this 
restriction and simultaneously gets rid of self-scheduled exams, we fear 
that many professors currently assigning self-scheduled exams will 
choose scheduled exams rather than take-home exams. Not only would 
an increase in the number of scheduled exams be difficult for the 
Registrar's Office, but students would be more likely to have conflicting 
finals. If the 50-student limit is kept and self-scheduled exams are 
eliminated at the same time, students' lives will be easier, and the 
spirit of the Honor Code will be more closely upheld — take-home 
exams will be frequent. 

As the committee considers its options, we have two requests of 
professors. First, trust in the Honor Code and in the integrity of the 
students who work under it. The vast majority of Rice students do not 
cheat on take-home final exams. 

Secondly, if scheduled exams must be administered, we ask that 
professors attempt to be as flexible as possible, possibly scheduling 
exams at multiple times and seeking student input. Many students 
hail from other states and countries, and travel plans often have to be 
finalized well in advance. 

We are not asking for slack or undue deference from the faculty or 
from the Teaching Committee but for a finals system that is efficient 
and built more solidly on the foundations of the Honor System. 

Parking disappearing act 
Since the installation of the parking gates, an error in the program-

ming of the gates allowed students to park in the Biology-Geology lot 
after 5 p.m. and on weekends. Last Friday, the Office of Finance and 
Administration recently had the gates reprogrammed — without a 
word to students — to reject our proximity cards. (See Story, Page 11.) 

Although we understand that it was only a mistake, not official policy, 
that allowed undergraduates access to this lot, leaving students to 
discover the change while holding out a proximity card was not the 
proper way to handle the situation. 

While we agree the lot should be available for faculty and graduate 
students checking on experiments late at night, we believe that under-
graduate use of the lot has not posed a problem and does not warrant 
keeping students out. For students who work late at night at Willy's Pub 
and in student organization offices, parking in this lot has been both 
more convenient and safer than parking in the Stadium Lot. 

FACULTY 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Thanks for the warning 
We appreciate the effort of the Rice University Police Department 

to use the all-departments listserv to inform students, faculty and staff 
of the security precautions surrounding the April 14 visit of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. (See Story, Page 1.) 

This is a welcome change. RUPI) did a poor job of distributing 
information regarding the massive security operation surrounding 
the Oct. 17 visit of Vice President Dick Cheney. While the traffic 
blockades and fences are an unavoidable inconvenience, informing 
those most effected a week in advance will minimize any headaches. 
People deserve to know when fences and blockades will carve up the 
place where they work, study and live. 

We also hope that any fences put up to form a security perimeter 
are removed quickly. The fences that protected Cheney overstayed 
their welcome, and this should not happen again. When the Egyp-
tian president departs, he should leave behind only knowledge and 
understanding — not ugly metal fences strewn about campus. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

Caption failed to dodge 
misrepresentation 
To the editor: 

Last week's Thresher (April 2) 
f e a t u r e d a p h o t o g r a p h of t he 
dodgeball tournament between the 
physics majors and the civil engi-
neering majors. The caption to this 
picture, however, misrepresented 
the entire story of what happened in 
this tournament. True, the civil en-
gineers won the first three games, 
but the physics team came back to 
win the next four straight. The civil 
engineering team won one last game 
at ihe end, so the final score was 
really 4-4. Thus, the civil engineer-
ing team did not exactly "shut out 
the physicists 3-0." 

Athena Stacy 
Hanszen junior 

Inaccuracies abound 
in ' P a s s i o n ' column 
To the editor: 

As a Christian, I have been fol-
lowing your series on The Passion of 
the Christ for the past few weeks 
with interest, especially last week's 
article by John Donaleski ("Passion 
unable to escape religious roots," 
April 2). Nevertheless, 1 disagree 
with him on several points and feel 
that he unjustly misrepresented the 
facts on others. 

Donaleski states that the Gos-
pels were written "40 or more years 
after the crucifixion which they de-
pict." In fact, many Bible scholars 
place some of the earlier manu-
scripts as close as 25-30 years after 
Jesus ' death. Additionally, I am 
quite confused by what Donaleski 
refers to as "events [told of in the 
Gospels] feeding more upon Greek 
mythical h is tor iography, Indian 
spirituality and posthumous divin-
ity than upon the foundations of 
Abraham and Moses." 

I am not sure what Donaleski 
was trying to accomplish or portray 
with that s t a t emen t , but J e s u s 

h i m s e l f c o n t r a d i c t s t h i s in 
Matthew 5:17-20. These, as well as 
others, are small issues, but they 
lead Donaleski to er roneous con-
clusions, such as in his discussion 
of the "Christian savior cult." 

At the heart of it all, Donaleski 
and I undoubtedly have two very 
different belief systems. So it could 
be expected for us to have two very 
different views of the movie as a 
whole and of where it fits in rela-
tion to "orthodox be l i e f and "con-
templative art." However, 1 feel that 
h is portrayal of the "facts" sur-
rounding the Gospels and their 
inception are not entirely accurate 
and that he does not adequately 
support his a rguments . 

Annie Fadety 
Will Rice sophomore 

Column's criticism of 
Gospels off the mark 
To the editor: 

Sadly, I must agree with much 
of John Donaleski 's criticism of 
modern Christianity. It is truly un-
fortunate that so many of today's 
Christians seem to see "worship-
ping Christ" and living out his way 
of "compassion and unrequited for-
giveness" as essentially separate 
activities. This can be seen — I 
cannot resist pointing out — in that 
contradiction of terms, the Chris-
tian Right. 

However, I)onaleski 'scri t icism 
of the Gospels themselves is rather 
off the mark. While the Gospel of 
Luke, in particular, is rightly cat-
egorized in the genre of Greek hero 
l i t e r a t u r e , i ts h e r o c o n t r a s t s 
sharply with t he likes of Alexander 
the Great, since Jesus conspicu-
ously rejected the use of military 
might. Thus, while the author par-
tially adopts a particular literary 
style to bet ter communicate to a 
Hellenized audience, this is no rea-
son to conclude that he harmfully 
distorts the content . 

On the other hand, the Gospel of 
Mark is difficult to link to the "Helle-
nistic tradition of cult followings" in 

any sign ificant way. There is no "con-
structed lineage," no "miraculous 
conception," and, frankly, the origi-
nal text ends in despair and confu-
sion, hardly befitting the legacy of a 
Greek hero. (While it is still consid-
ered canonical, Mark 16: 9-20 was 
composed in the second century by 
someone other than Mark.) 

Simply stated, the Gospels are 
based more upon the historical per-
son of J e s u s than upon "Greek 
mythical historiography" or any-
thing else. It's just a shame that 
modern Christ ians do not pay more 
attention to them. 

Tim Huegerich 
Hanszen senior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
Letters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include a 
phone number. 
• L e t t e r s s h o u l d be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length. The resher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresher (713) 34H-4K01. 

Subscribing 
u Annual subscriptions are 
available for$50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
c lass i f ied adve r t i s emen t s . 
Please contact the I'llreslter 
for more information. 
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Rice Voices 

Faculty report unfair to student-athletes 
I a l w a y s appreciate a good kick in 
the pants — which is to say, I don't. 

Yet in less than two years at 
Rice as a recruited student-athlete, 
it s e e m s the hi ts jus t 
keep on coming. After 
reading the news article 
on the Faculty Council 
report on Rice athletics, 
("Year-old Faculty Coun-
cil a thlet ics report re-
leased," April 2), it is 
hard not to walk around 
feeling like 1 am unwel-
come, and that somehow 
I cheated to get in here . 
And that hur ts . 

The tone of the report 
makes it clear that the 
Faculty Council Subcommittee that 
wrote it is not aware of the virtues of 
athletics here at Rice. It is seem-
ingly unimpressed by the defending 
national champions in baseball, or 
by the men's track and field team, 
academically the highest-ranking 
track and field team in the nation. 
Apparently, student-athletes at Rice 
are simply dragging the rest of the 
university down with our "medio-
cre-to-poor academic preparation." 
And according to one anonymous 
college master, we aren't even re-
ally part of the Rice community at 
all, "not students — they are univer-
sity commodities." 

I take issue with all of it, because 
student-athletes at Rice are no differ-
ent than any other group on campus. 
Break down the student population 
any way you like — by race, by 
socioeconomics, by college, by de-
partment — and there will always be 
a group at the bottom. This is the 
group Economics Chair Peter Hartley 
was talking about when he said, "Our 
job might be easier—and all econom-

David 
Axel 

ics students might get more out of our 
classes — if we were able to eliminate 
the weakest tail of the incoming stu-
dents." The problem is that there is 

always a "weakest tail" of 
incoming students. Such 
weakness' is impossible to 
eliminate. More impor-
tantly, to describe these 
students as unprepared is 
an insult to the reason they 
are here: excellence. 

At my matriculation, 
then-Student Association 
President Matt Haynie 
(Will Rice '03) directed 
us to look to our left, then 
to our right and realize 
that "that's a pretty freak-

ing talented person sitting next to 
you." He never made the distinc-
tion as to what that person was 
talented in, and I think he did so for 
a reason. If you are a s tudent he re 
at Rice, it is not necessarily be-
cause you were valedictorian or a 
National Merit Finalist. You are 
he re because you excel at some-
thing. Virtually all of us excel at 
academics, but some also excel at 
music, athletics, architecture or an-
other extracurricular activity. More 
importantly, the more talented you 
are at something other than aca-
demics, the more likely the admis-
s ion o f f i c e r s o v e r l o o k e d y o u r 
weaker academic credentials in fa-
vor of your more unique talents. 

Clearly, we are here because 
there is something more important 
than perfect test scores — Rice is 
not populated solely by students with 
perfect transcripts. 

It hurts to be told Rice student-
athletes are not integrated into the 
Rice community. At a recent base-
ball game, everyone around me 

knew someone on the field. At a 
meal once, a friend commented on 
how cool it was that he could sit and 
eat with the same guys he saw on 
the field at a football game. I think 
the anonymous college master must 
have been talking about a different 
campus. In my experience, student-
athletes are no more or less inte-
grated than any other distinct group 
on campus. 

T h e most painful th ing about 
the report is the lack of apprecia-
tion of what s tudent-athletes br ing 
to the university. By coming to 
Rice, s tudent-athletes emphas ize 
academics over succes s on the 
field. If athletic success was the 
only concern , our talented but aca-
demically-challenged student-ath-
letes would attend more athleti-
cally p res t ig ious schools . Mos t 
Rice s tudent-a thle tes are so aca-
demically qualified that many of 
them could have gone to almost 
any institution they wanted. 

But s tuden t -a th le tes like me 
came to Rice specifically because 
we don't want to sacrifice our educa-
tion in the name of sports — we 
believe what we do in the classroom 
is at least as important as what we do 
on the field or court. We came here 
because we understand that our 
struggles at Rice will be worth much 
more than a cakewalk somewhere 
else. So we work hard at practice 
and then go hit the books — pretty 
much just like everyone else who 
isn't studying 24/7. 

It is a shame that some people 
apparently think such values are not 
a virtue at a place like Rice. 

David Axel is a Brown College sopho-
more and member of the varsity men's 
track and field team. 

And it shall set you free 

Inequity in health care: cancer of our society 
W h e n I get a pimple, I call my dad, 
who calls the insurance company, 
who sends me a list of 350 derma-
tologists within 15 miles. I work my 
way down the list looking 
for the doctor who can fit 
me in the soonest. Two 
weeks later, I make a 
small co-payment for the 
appo in tment , an even 
smaller payment for the 
medication, apply it right 
before my beauty sleep 
and rest peacefully; medi-
cal crisis averted. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , for 
many people, this is no 
m o r e than a fan tasy . 
More than 44 million 
Americans lack health insurance — 
8 percent of all whites, 24 percent of 
all blacks, 24 percent of Asians and 
33 percent of Hispanics. The United 
States is the only industrialized na-
tion without comprehensive health 
ca re , and 
cancer rates are on the rise. 

I a t t e n d e d t h e c o n f e r e n c e 
" M i n o r i t i e s , t he M e d i c a l l y 
Undcrserved & Cancer" last week, 
sponsored by Intercultural Cancer 
Council, the Rice Kinesiology De-
partment and the Baylor College of 
Medicine. I learned that the higher 
the income and education of an 
individual, the longer she will live. 
These disparit ies in wealth and 
education result in inequities in the 
quality and quantity of health care 
for certain racial groups. Minori-
ties or the financially disadvantaged 
often get the shaft. 

But cancer, unlike our economic 
system, is not racist. It at tacks ev-
eryone with equal ferocity. Granted, 
some ethnicities are predisposed 
to specific cancers more than oth-
ers. Vietnamese women have bet-
ter chances of getting cervical can-
cer, African-American men are at 
greater odds of gett ing prostate 
cancer, and white women are more 
likely to have breast cancer. But no 
one is immune to the disease. Un-

Falan 
Mouton 

fortunately, when it comes to can-
cer, minorities are more likely to 
die as a result of late detection and 
inadequate t reatment . 

If you are one of those 
anal premedical s tudents 
like me, it is in your best 
interest to see a reduction 
in the rates of colon can-
cer. The current state of 
health care is not our fault, 
but in 20 years, when we 
are the doctors, layers, 
educators and business 
leaders of America, the 
health care of others will 
be our responsibility. And 
if nothing changes be-
tween now and then, the 

556,000 deaths from cancer each 
year will be on our heads. 

According to Professor Nick 
Iammarino, co-directorof the Student 
Mentoring Program, "Volunteering 
with organizations such as the Inter-
cultural Cancer Council or other or-
ganizations ... is an excellent way to 
contribute to the reduction or elimi-
nation of disparities that exist among 
d i f fe rent minori ty or medical ly 
underserved groups. . . . As graduate 
or medical students, they can pursue 
advanced degrees in public health 
related disciplines." 

Those not going into health pro-
fessions are still not relieved of their 
responsibilities to the health of oth-
ers. Medicare is in the process of 
going bankrupt, and Medicaid is in 
uncertain waters. We never know 
what resources we may need in the 
future, so it is important that we as 
s tudents and adults start to throw 
our political weight into policies that 
will provide affordable extensive 
care for all. 

An ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of care. In 2002, cancer cost 
$171.6 billion, and the costs are 
s teadi ly increas ing . How m u c h 
money could have been saved by 
educating the public earlier about 
the benefits of prevention & detec-
tion? How many lives? 

Joseph Stalin said, "A single death 
is a tragedy, a million deaths is a 
statistic." It is easy to miss the 1,500 
people who die each day from can-
cer — as long as they stay in 
MI) Anderson. But when cancer hits 
home, it is too late to make it a 
priority on our personal agendas. 
Cancer is second only to heart dis-
ease as the leading cause of death in 
the United States — and will make 
one in four people a statistic. It is 
time to take a proactive approach to 
the elimination of cancer in society 
and its disproportionate effect on 
minorities. 

Falan Mouton is a Sid Richardson 
College senior. 

Read it, don't weep 

Americans should hunt for 
impartiality in the courts 
I h a t e ducks. I've never been 
hunting. I'm not a fan of Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney either. I guess 
I would make a fine Supreme 
Court justice. 

Recently, the media 
has been taking shots at 
conservat ive Jus t ice 
Antonin Scalia like he 
was a clay pigeon. 
Cheney is being sued in 
acase coming before the 
court April 27, and crit-
ics are claiming Scalia 
may be biased, based on 
his inclusion in a Janu-
ary duck-hunting trip 
with the vice president. 

Scalia has refused 
to recuse himself from the case, 
issuing a 21-page memorandum 
on March 18 explaining that the 
trip was innocuous — "Of course, 
we never said a word about the 
present case" — and that he 
hardly had much contact with 
Cheney at all. (For example, they 
slept in s e p a r a t e r o o m s and 
hunted in separate blinds.) 

All this raises two questions in 
my mind. First, what the hell is a 
blind? Second, why is it just now 
occurring to people that the mem-
bers of the cliques at the highest 
levels of the U.S. government 
might want to hang out with each 
other every now and then? 

Scalia's outing and the surround-
ing potential problems should not 
be viewed as an isolated incident— 
an anomaly that can be gasped at 
and quickly resolved. Instead, this 
event is indicative of one of the most 
incestuous institutions in American 
government: the spoils system and 
its application to the judiciary. 

ITiere are two main ways one 
rises to the bench in this country. 
The first is through election. Voting 
for judges is often an unappealing 
process to judges themselves (who 
must face a populace without law 
degrees), but it is undoubtedly rep-
resentative democracy. 

The second path — and the 
one used in the federal judiciary, 
including the Supreme Court — is 
via political appointment. Nomi-
nations are made by the president 
and approved by the U.S. Senate. 

So to wear a black robe for the 
Feds, a judge has to know the 
right people. In fact, a law student 
might even have to know the right 
people to clerk for the Feds — a 
common first post-law-school step 
on the path to the judiciary. Su-

Nathan 
Black 

preme Court clerks, for instance, 
are selected in part by current 
clerks, and this must help explain 
why nearly half of all clerks at the 

court between 1991 and 
2001 were from Harvard 
or Yale Law. No dynasty 
is truly self-perpetuat-
ing unless it can hand-
pick its successors. 

With the amount of 
butt-kissing involved in 
becoming a Supreme 
Court justice—from law 
school all the way up to 
Senate confirmation — 
is it any wonder that the 
jus t i ces are well-ac-
quainted with the mem-

bers of the executive branch? 
I follow Scalia when he notes 

in his memo that "if it is reason-
able to think that a Supreme Court 
justice can be bought so cheap, 
the nation is in deeper trouble 
than I had imagined." Yet I think 
the controversy encircling the 
hunting trip provides this coun-
try with a ripe opportunity to ex-
amine the system by which the 
highest court in the land — ide-
ally the bastion of justice and 
objectivity — fills its robes. 

Electing judges carries its own 
baggage; candidates must sacrifice 
impartiality to raise money, cam-
paign and stay in office. So perhaps 
the best alternative is to combine 
the two pathways to the bench — 
have federal judges nominated by 
the president, elected by the public 
and confirmed by the Senate. 

Under this hybrid system, judges 
would have to pander to more con-
stituencies simultaneously. Getting 
to know the president would be nec-
essary but not sufficient on its own; 
the party not sleeping in the White 
House could still mobilize the pub-
lic to vote against the favorite of the 
opposite party. The more people 
one has to satisfy, the less likely one 
will be an extremist championed by 
one party or another. 

If America can take steps to 
render its judicial selection process, 
as a whole, more impartial, inci-
dents like Scalia's hunting excur-
sion — however trivial — will not 
loom over the system, calling its 
legitimacy into question. And the 
ducks will thank us for saving them 
from bloodthirsty Supreme Court 
justices. Maybe the blinds will, too. 

Nathan Black is a Lovett College 
sophomore and opinion editor. 
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Recruiting weekend to start Thursday 
by Risa Gordon 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A flock of prospective Owls will 
descend upon the Rice campus 
Thursday through Saturday for Owl 
Weekend, Rice's annual recruiting 
event for admitted students. 

As ofTuesday afternoon, 380 pro-
spective students had signed up to 
attend the three-day event. The Of-
fice of Admission set an attendance 
limit of 450 prospectives for the 
weekend because of a limited num-
ber of student hosts. 

Though typically about 250 stu-
dents volunteeras hosts, only212 stu-
dents had volunteered by Tuesday, 
Assistant Director of Admission 
Laura Shultz said. However, Shultz 
said last year's numbers were even 
lower. 

"We're still trying to increase our 
number [of hosts], but we're in really 
good shape as compared to where 
[we] were last year," she said. 

The Student .Admission Council 
On-Campus Programs Committee is 
responsible for organizing Owl Week-
end. On-Campus Programs Commit-

tee co-Chair Matt Davis said the com-
mittee has been making posters and 
fliers and sending e-mail messages 
to listservs to recruit more hosts. 

'Owl Weekend is really 
important to give the 
students an opportunity 
to experience what life 
at Rice is like.' 

— Laura Shultz 
Assistant Director of 

Admiss ion 

Shultz said Owl Weekend is an 
important tool in convincing admit-
ted students to attend Rice. Last year, 
of the 446 students who attended 
the weekend, 59 percent accepted 
the offer of admission. 

"Owl Weekend is really impor-
tant to give the students an opportu-

nity to experience what life at Rice is 
like," Shultz said. "They read all the 
statistics and everything in the view 
book, but to be actually exposed to 
our students and our faculty mem-
bers — I think they're our greatest 
selling point." 

The Office of Admission has 
made changes to Owl Weekend in 
response to Vision Weekend, the 
recruiting weekend in February for 
prospective students from under-
represented minority groups. Vision 
Weekend drew 150 students this 
year. However, problems with stu-
dents arriving as late as 11 p.m. for 
Vision Weekend prompted Owl 
Weekend planners to set a time 
frame of noon to 4 p.m. Thursday for 
prospectives' arrival. 

Visiting students will have access 
to all campus events, such as theat-
rical p roduc t ions and spor t ing 
events. Friday, the students may at-
tend a student activities fair, an open 
house with faculty members in their 
division of study or a picnic with 
food provided by Thai Spice. In the 
past, Rice Catering has provided the 
food at the picnic. 
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Learning to relax 
JOSSIE IVANOV/THRESHER 

Baker College sophomore Erin Driscoll, Hanszen College sophomore 
Smita Das, Brown College freshmen Maconda O'Conner and Meredith 
Shidler, Hanszen junior Stephanie Taylor and Hanszen sophomore 
Noemi De La Cruz learn massage technique from the Health and 
Wellness Center's resident masseuse. 
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120 students kicked off 
campus in room jacks 

by Aaron Heckelman 
THRESHER STAFF 

Approximately 120 students were 
denied on-campus housing for next 
year during this year's room draws. 

Housing and Dining Director Mark 
Ditman said the number is roughly 
equal to the number that were kicked 
off for this year. The percentage of 
students housed on campus will re-
main at about 77 percent. 

For the second consecutive year, 
Wiess College was forced to kick 
the most students off campus, forc-
ing off 37 rising sophomores. Martel 
College was the only college that did 
not have to kick off any members. 

7 don't agree with 
upping the enrollment, 
but if people getting 
kicked off is a big 
problem at other 
colleges I'm all for a 
new college to help 
them out.' 

— Andy Judson 
Hanszen chief justice 

Martel Vice President Megan Rua 
said this was because some students 
left of their own accord. 

"We still have a lot of people who 
originally transferred to Martel and 
are choosing to live off campus vol-
untarily," Rua said. 

At Hanszen College, although a 
former RA apartment and part of the 
former Health Services were con-
verted into student rooms with seven 
new beds, about 20 students were 
forced off campus. A new RA apart-
ment will also be installed in the old 
Health Services office. 

At Will Rice College, where the 
majority of the junior class is tradi-
tionally forced off campus during 
room draw, only 10 rising juniors 
who attempted to get rooms were 
kicked off. However, many rising 
juniors made plans to live off cam-
pus rather than trying to get rooms 
on campus. 

Ten rising juniors were also 
forced off campus at I^ovett Col-
lege, and five were kicked off at 
Baker College. 

Sid Richardson College was the 
only college to report forcing off 
fewer students than usual this year, 
kicking off 12 rising sophomores. 

Sid Room Draw Coordinator 
Ixsley Meinrath said the college 
often kicks off as many as 25 stu-

dents. She said the unusually low 
number of students kicked off is 
because more juniors and seniors 
than usual voluntarily moved off 
campus. 

Six members of Jones College 
were forced off campus. Room Jack 
Coordinator Matt Gallagher said 
the number of s tudents kicked off 
annually by Jones has dropped 
since the opening of the new Jones 
Central wing. 

The opening of a new wing has 
had the opposite effect at Brown 
College, Room Draw Coordinator 
Mollie Copeland said. Copeland said 
about 20 Brown s tuden t s were 
kicked off this year. 

"Since the addition of the new 
wing, we have a larger number of 
incoming freshmen, leaving fewer 
beds for the juniors," Copeland said. 
"Many rising juniors knew they had 
little chance of getting a bed on 
campus, so they made plans to live 
off campus." 

Wiess Hous ing Coord ina to r 
Brenda Arredondo said she does 
not think the housing shortage at 
Rice has reached crisis level. 

"It would be ideal if everyone 
could live on campus, but I think 
other universities have the same 
problem, and we are doing fine," 
Arredondo said. 

Sid freshman Stephanie Squibb 
was among the first from her college 
to be kicked off campus during Sid's 
room draw. 

"It was fair, but as an architecture 
student, this puts me in a tough fi-
nancial state since I'll need a car to 
be able to spend all those late nights 
at Anderson Hall," Squibb said. 

Hanszen Chief Jus t ice Andy 
Judson said he thinks students can 
benefit from living off campus. 

"I got jacked my sophomore year 
as well, but it taught me a lot of 
things I'll need to know after I gradu-
ate," Judson said. 

In response to ongoing adminis-
trat ive d i scuss ion of add ing a 
10th college, Judson said an addi-
tional college is a good idea, as long 
as total enrollment does not increase 
substantially. 

"I don't agree with upping the 
enrollment," Judson said. "But if 
people getting kicked off is a big 
problem at other colleges, I'm all for 
a new college to help them out." 

Baker Room Assignment Chair 
Doug Kochelek said lie worries en-
rollment would be increased if addi-
tional on-campus housing were added. 

"Call me a cynic," Kochelek said. 
"But they will find a way to fill the 
|new] beds without really alleviat-
ing the problem." 

Ditman said the Board of Trust-
ees will make the decision on 
w h e t h e r and when to build a 
10th college, but he said a decision 
is far from imminent. 

All that jazz 
MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Sid Richardson College senior Andrew Weber and Baker College sophomore Eric Sundstrom play their trom-
bones with the Latin Jazz band Friday afternoon in the Ray Courtyard of the Rice Memorial Center. 
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Wright said the admissive pro-
cess is ccHnpiex aac takes mar}' iac-
tors into account, and SAT scores 
kone provide a*, oversimplified aac 
sometimes rmsieadiag new of stu-
dents abihaet, F or thie reason, she 
said tirt College board opposes the 

use of cutoffs in making admission 
deosions 

In addition. Wright said she 
wishes to clar i fy information 
about the admission process for 
s tuden t -a th le t e s , because the 
information contained in the report 
was outdated Wright said Senior 
Associate Director of Admission 
Eric Heineman, who is responsible 
for handling student-athlete admis-
sions, makes judgments about 
whether or not to admit student-
a t h l e t e s ba^ed on a variety 
of different types of information. 

The three-person faculty subcom-
mittee of the Admission Committee 
that r'-ads athletic recruits' applica-
tions makes recommendations to 
Heineman Wright -^ud the subcom-
mittee votes in favor of admission in 
a large majority of cases but in all 
cases, the decision belongs to 
Heineman. When Heineman decides 
not to admit student-athletes, 
coaches occasaoexaln' appeal those 
decisions. Wright said SZae said in 
such cases the appeals are handled 
first by h e r and then by the 
Preskk-nt's Office.. 

Heineman said because the 

personally recruiting stuoeut-ath-
jetes beitre they apph" t: race be 
has access to more personal inr::-r-
xaaaac than admissaon officers as-, r 
for most nonashjebr appL<::ar.ts 

Heinema:: said the coaches x jy 
cbciosse to s?pend time aad resources 
recroting student-athletes wnr. ac-
ceptable academic qnatificaaons. re-
Salting it tae high rate of admisaior 
ior student-athletes whe appb W n p : 
saidtwc orthree stuaeni-athiete at»ai-
caraswere denied admissiot this vea* 

T h i s kind ol recruiting is much 
more chaDemging for schools like 
Rice trying tc. find kids that wil be 
on winning teams but cat manage u 
the classroom' Wright said 
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sear^&taurants 
Em*r r«t»ur«m n»ro»: 

S3 

Or —t»ct on» »f more b«low: 
| All cumogs 

3 
Mi areas 

U Show me critic pick* 
S3 

Greek 
K*m&u rgers 
ke cream nrlors 

Indonesian 
>t*Um 

K»r*on 
Mexican 
MMte Eastern 
Moroccan 
Noodle shop 
Other 

Polish 
Russian 
Seafood 
Southern 
Spanish 
Steaks 
tapas 
Tea rooms 
Tex-Mex 
Thai 
Vegetarian 
Vietnamese 
Wine bars 

Houston Chronicle 
c h r o n . c o m / d i n i n g 

Downtown resident. Rinaldo and Shanteil Legaspi use 

chron.com/dining all the time to find just the right dining spot. 

http://www.scs.rice.edu/summercredit
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College chefs win 
national awards 

by Brooke I .at h ram 
T H R E S H E R STAFF 

South College Servery Execu-
tive Chef Roger Elkhouri and 
Sid Richardson College Manag-
ing Chef Rick Schisser won first 
and third places, respectively, at 
the National Association of Col-
lege and University Food Services 
southern regional competition. In 
65 minutes, each chef prepared 
four hot plates with side dishes 
from one salmon. 

The competition, called the 
Southern Culinary Challenge, 
was he ld in N e w O r l e a n s 
March 30-April 2. The southern 
region includes colleges and uni-
versities from 12 states, Mexico, 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands. Elkhouri beat out 10 other 
chefs , i nc lud ing c h e f s f r o m 
Tulane and Georgia Tech, and 
scored enough points to receive 
a s i lver meda l , t h e h i g h e s t 
awarded in the competition, for 
his prosciutto-wrapped salmon 
with sauteed asparagus, potato 
gallette and sage beurre-blanc 
with white truffle oil. 

S c h i s s e r s c o r e d e n o u g h 
points to win a bronze medal for 
h i s b lack-and-whi te s e s a m e -
crusted salmon with jasmine rice 
and sweet-and-sour sauce. Points 
are awarded for sanitation, orga-
nization and food taste. Medals 
are awarded based on the num-
ber of points received, rather than 
rank, Schisser said. 

Elkhouri said winning medals 
at the competition, which was 
sanctioned by the American Culi-
nary Federation, is an honor. 

"The American Culinary Fed-
eration is the big federation," 
Elkhouri said. "That's the author-
ity of cooking in America. It's just 
like the NBA or the NFL — it's 
very professional and uptight." 

Elkhouri said he thought the 
chefs performed well as Rice 
representatives. 

"I would say we swept the com-
petition," Elkhouri said. "They 
gave out four medals, and we got 
two, and we won first place." 

Elkhouri, who has won med-

als in the competition twice be-
fore, will compete against the 
winners from six other regions at 
the Paris Hotel in I^as Vegas, Nev. 
at the 2004 Culinary Challenge, 
in July. He said he is excited about 
the national competition and es-
pecially the trip to I ^ s Vegas. 

Elkhouri said in cooking com-
petitions, the performance of the 
individual chefs is more impor-
tant than rankings. 

"When you go and compete in 
a culinary competition, you com-
pete against yourself," Elkhouri 
said. "You compete against your 
skills, and you compete against 
your professionalism." 

Schisser said members of the 
Housing and Dining staff have 
supported him and Elkhouri. 

"I'd like to thank [ H&D Direc-
tor | Mark Ditman and [Sid Man-
a g i n g Chef B i e n v e n i d o l 
Fonbuena Jr. and [Residential 
Dining Manager) Julie Bogar for 
m a k i n g th i s all p o s s i b l e , " 
Schisser said. "Rice lets us do 
these competitions, and it enables 
us to extend our careers a little 
bit for the future. We learn a lot." 

Bogar attended the competi-
tion and said she was struck by its 
organization and professionalism. 

"What'sgreat is thatyou're able 
to go up to the chef and talk with 
them while they're cooking—that 
they're so skilled and organized 
while they're cooking." Bogar 
said. The fact that we were able to 
interact with them really added a 
lot of fun to the competition." 

Schisser said this was his first 
contest, and he is proud of his 
performance. He said the compe-
titions help chefs learn how to 
prepare better food, and winning 
is valuable publicity for Rice. 

"I think Rice spends a lot of 
money on its food system because 
they actually use the college food 
service to promote [the school] 
to students for recruiting, and 
tha t m e a n s a lot to t h e m , " 
Schisser said. "We could put out 
> hundred of those [medal-win-
ning) plates in a couple of hours, 
and it would probably be just the 
same, just as good." 

Graduates, you've 
worked hard to earn 

your diploma 

We'll memorialize it right! 

For the last five years, we've successfully framed 
Rice diplomas. We are one of six framers in 
Houston who can frame sheepskin diplomas 
in-house with the newest technologies. This 

means you can get the framing done correctly 
and back to you in 3 hours*. 

Perimeter Gallery 
2365 Rice Blvd. • 713-521-5928 

(In the Village) 

*In stock frames only in 3 hours. We honor the Rice Silver Saver Card. 

Helping save lives 
MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

A Houston Fire Department Technical Rescue firefighter demonstrates how to remove a car accident victim 
from a car for the Rice basic EMT class. The exercise was part of Saturday's Extrication Day, a full day of 
training for EMT students held in the Greenbriar Lot. 

Princeton Review ranks Rice as 
4th best college value in nation 

by Emily Yeomans 
THRESHER STAFF 

T h e P r i n c e t o n Review h a s 
r a n k e d Rice Univers i ty a s t he 
fourth "best value" college in its 
new book, America's Best Value 
Colleges, af ter the University of 
N o r t h C a r o l i n a - C h a p e l Hil l , 
Amherst College in Massachuse t t s 
and City University of New York's 
Brooklyn College. 

This is not the first time Rice has 
received recognition for its value, 
which is determined by looking at 
academics, financial aid and the ac-
tual value of the college, Vice Presi-
dent for Enrollment Ann Wright said. 

"Rice is almost always listed 
somewhere in the top 10 whenever 
there is a ranking that involves best 
value," she said. "Several years ago, 

Kiplinger's [Personal Finance Maga-
zine] had Rice as the number one 
value in the country, and we are 
always listed in U.S. News & World 
Report as one of the best values." 

Wright said Rice's commitment 
to keeping costs for s tudents down 
comes from its overall mission. 

"I think that Rice's founding was 
based on offering higher education 
to s tudents of 'slender means, ' and 
that's the philosophy for keeping 
tuition below that of our major pri-
vate competition," Wright said. "We 
are trying to make college afford-
able and keep loans down and allow 
students to graduate without a lot of 
debt burden." 

These rankings give Rice more 
publicity among prospective stu-
dents, Wright said. 

"The families that are interested 

in Rice are families that read a lot 
about colleges, and they tend to look 
at Web sites and read what they 
think are consumer report types t <f 
reviews instead of focusing on the 
institutional literature, and that 's 
where they find these rankings," 
Wright said. 

Rice's reputation for being a good 
value played a role in many current 
students ' decision to attend Rice. 

"[Rice's cost] definitely heavily 
influenced my decision, because it 
was the cheapest private school that 
I applied to," Jones College fresh-
man Katie Chang said. "At the last 
minute, I was deciding between Rice 
and [Wash ing ton Univers i ty in 
St. Louis), and what made me de-
cide to completely throw Wash. U. 
out was that Rice provides a better 
education at a cheaper cost." 

modct Award Winners 

The Rice University Women's Resource Center is 
pleased to announce the winners of our 2004 
IMPACT Awards, which recognize individuals who 
have helped make a difference in the lives of 
women at Rice and in the larger community. 

Undergraduate Students 
Gaia Muallem 
Laura Nally 
Monica Vela 
Mary Slater 

Graduate Students 
Alison Henning 
Eden King 
Tammy Smithers 

Faculty and Staff 
Nancy Elliott 
Ashley Leeds 
Ken Nipe ({ice Women's ({(source Center 
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The 
Princeton 
Review 

Self-scheduled exams may be eliminated 
by Audrey Walstrom 

THRESHER STAFF 

Free practice MCAT & 
Strategy Session 

Free test Saturday, April 17th 
9am - 5pm 

Strategy Session Tuesday, April 20th 
6pm- 8pm 

- Get your scores back 
- Get helpful hints 
- Talk about College Admissions 

Both events will take place at our Galleria /Memorial site, 
701 IS. Post Oak Rd. Ste. 8 

Spaces are limited, call today! 

www PrincetonRevicw.com/events/ j 800-2Review 

c 

This may be the last semester 
Sewall Hall is crowded following the 
last few days of classes. 

Vice President for Enrollment Aim 
Wright submitted a proposal to the 
University Standing Commit tee 
Teachingto modify the current frame-
work of self-scheduled exams because, 
Wright said, the Registrar's Office has 
experienced difficulties with the cur-
rent system in recent years. 

Wright and Registrar Jerry Montag 
will investigate various alternatives or 
modifications to the current system, 
such as eliminating self-scheduled 
exams in favor of scheduled and take-
home exams or paying student proc-
tors in order to decrease the number 
of proctor absences. 

The proposal states that self-sched-
uled exams have become "almost im-
possible to administer." During last 
semester's exams, 27 of the 99 stu-
dents who signed up to proctor failed 
to show. When an alternate could not 
be found, Registrar's Office staff mem-
bers had to leave the office and fill in, 
resulting in a total loss of 59.5 working 
hours, the proposal states. 

One solution offered by the pro-
posal is to pay proctors, but this step 
would incur significant costs each se-

COLDUJGtA 
B A N K 6 R Q 

UNITED, REALTORS" 

flze. J Keif v/itk your 
HOME 

Let a Rice alumnus help. 
lean assist you with any of your 
real estate needs. 

Benjamin F. Cooper 
B.A. 1996. M.B.A. 2000 

832-654-6849 
www.bencooper.com 
benjamln@benc ooper.c om 

mester. Wright estimates paying stu-
dents!^ per hourwouldcost$2,425.50. 

In addition, the proposal states that 
faculty members find it difficult to 
change an exam after they submit it 
for distribution credit, and they fre-
quently fail to submit exam material in 
its entirety and on time. It also states 
that students often ignore the sched-
uling time frame and try to make 
changes to their exam times after the 
self-scheduling deadline has passed. 

4It's an unnecessary 
burden on the SA as 
well as the Registrar's 
Office, and it's unfair to 
ask students to support 
a system that conflicts 
with the Honor Code 

— Derrick Matthews 
Student Association president 

Finally, the proposal states that 
some faculty and s tudents have 
expressed disinterest in self-sched-
uling, and there are only 37 self-
scheduled exams this semester. 

"Basically, from the Registrar's 
Office perspective, there is a major 
issue of administering the exam, but 
when we began talk to people, we 
found there were many students, 
faculty and administrators that are 
opposed to the self-scheduled ex-
ams, because they think they are in 
conflict with the Honor Code," 
Wright said. "My suggestion is that 
because the number of self-sched-
uled exams is very small anyway, I'd 
like to see us have another way of 
doing exams, primarily through 
scheduled exams or take-homes." 

Wright said after looking into the 
issue, she and Montag realized there 
is no documentation that self-sched-
uled exams are official university 
policy, and apparently they were 
originally adopted because of a lack 
of faith in the Honor System. 

Teach ing Commit tee Chair 
Michael Gustin said the main con-
cerns of the committee with the cur-
rent system are cost and convenience, 
not conflict with the Honor Code. 

6th Annual Rice PowwoW 
Everybody 

Welcome! 

Free 
Admission! 

Friday April 16, 2004 
6:30pm -11:30pm 

Rice University Field #7 (field with lights next to gym) 

* Indian Tacos & Fry Bread * Ceremonial Dance & Music 
* FREE Powwow T-Shirt to the * Native American Crafts for Sale 

first 50 Rice Students w/Rice I.D. * Bring your Prospective_Freshmen! 
(T-shirts will be given soon after the 7:45pm Grand Entry) 

Questions? Want to volunteer? (free T-shirt to volunteers) 
Contact: Elise (ewalk@rice.edu) orTa-Shina (tashina@rice.edu) 

For more info about the Rice University Native American Student Association: www.ruf.rice.edu/~natamer 

nOOT 
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Gustin said the committee ex-
pressed concerns that students could 
be overwhelmed with difficult exam 
schedules and called for more stu-
dent input The committee is also 
gathering information about ways in 
which other institutions handle final 
examinations. Gustin cited Harvard 
University, which pays local adults to 
proctor its students' exams, and Yale 
University, which has scheduled ex-
ams, with provisos that allow flexibil-
ity in cases of a particularly grueling 
finals schedule, as possible models. 

Wright said another concern is 
the 50-person class size requirement 
for a professor to request a sched-
uled exam. Under the current rules, 
only classes larger than 50 are eli-
gible for scheduled exams. Wright 
said the limit may be too high and 
should be lowered or eliminated to 
allow professors more flexibility in 
choosing to schedule their exams. 

Wright said she plans to put to-
gether a small group that will include 
students and Registrar's Office staff 
to draft various plans to bring to the 
Teaching Committee at its next meet-
ing. Wright said the discussion and 
decision-making will probably con-
tinue through the fall. She said any 
final decision on the matter would 
probably need to be approved by a 
vote of the full faculty. 

Student Association President 
Derrick Matthews addressed the 
issue at Monday 's SA meeting. 
Matthews said student response at 
the SA meeting was mostly in favor 
of eliminating self-scheduled exams. 

"It's an unnecessary burden on 
the SA as well as the Registrar's 
Office, and it's unfair to ask students 
to support a system that conflicts 
with the Honor Code," Matthews, a 
Will Rice College junior, said. 

However, Matthews said he is 
concerned about the proposal to 
lower the class-size limit for sched-
uled exams. He said such a move 
could result in more scheduled ex-
ams and thus less flexibility for stu-
dents during examination periods. 

Some students at the meeting also 
voiced concerns about increased 
Honor Code violations with take-home 
finals and the possibility that profes-
sors would assign more work during 
the last few weeks of classes. Matthews 
said the matter will be discussed briefly 
at Monday's SA meeting. 

Naaz Khumawala, an under-
g radua te r ep resen ta t ive to the 
Teaching Committee, said both stu-
dents and faculty members would 
like to see self-scheduled exams 
eliminated, but they do not agree 
how to replace them. She said the 
problems with alternative solutions 
might be the same reasons self-
scheduling started in the first place. 

"With this, it's like the devil that 
you know is better than the devil 
that you don't know," Khumawala, a 
Wiess College sophomore, said. 
"Faculty don't want to make I final 
exams] take-home because 1 think a 
lot of faculty feel like self-scheduling 
is the right amount of freedom that a 
student has been given under the 
Honor Code, but when you make it 
take-home, it takes away entirely 
from having any sort of control on it. 
Self-scheduling at least guarantees 
that you're taking it under circum-
stances that are equal for everyone." 

BEER-BIKE FINES 
This year's Beer-Bike parade 
fines were significantly lower 
than fines of the past few years. 
The money collected from fines 
goes into the following year's 
Beer Bike budget. 

Baker 
Brown 
Hanszen 
Jones 
Lovett 
Mattel 
Sid 
Will Rice 

$140 
$240 
$320 
$440 
$550 
$370 
$580 
$460 

Wiess College did not partici-
pate in the parade. 

http://www.bencooper.com
mailto:ewalk@rice.edu
mailto:tashina@rice.edu
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~natamer
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Sing, sing, smg 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

Sid Richardson College junior Jennifer Moore sings a solo in Richard 
Nance's Credo at Tuesday night's Rice Chorale concert in Stude 
Concert Hall. 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
April 1-7. 

Residential Colleges 
Brown College 4pril 4 Student reported exhibiting 

belligerent behavior. The individual 
was detained and released to a 
resident associate, and the case 
was remanded to University Court. 

Academic Buildings 
Baker Hall April 1 Locker door damaged. Case 

suspended. 

Other Buildings 
Greenbriar Building April 5 A disabled vehicle was reported 

blocking a driveway. A non-Rice 
subject was arrested for public 
intoxication and remanded to Harris 
County jail. 

Parking Lots 
West Lot April 1 Vehicle reported as having its engine 

on with no driver present. The driver 
was arrested for driving while 
intoxicated and transported to Harris 
County jail by RUPD. 

Allen Center April 3 Pick-up truck damaged parking 
gate arm. 

'. • 

Tuesday 
April 14th 
7pm - 9pm 
Houston Room 
University C e n t e r 

Universi ty oP Houston 

fan\oc^\ 

STA Travel Houston 
2401 Times Blvd., Suite 110 

( 7 1 3 ) 5 2 4 . 9 9 1 0 

TRAVEL 
| www statravel.com ^ | 

Contest winners to implement laundry 
sensor system design at Will Rice 

by Clarence Yung 
THRKSHl -K S! A l l 

Two teams of engineering and 
computer science majors solved the 
c lass ic co l lege l aundry room 
problem by designing an affordable 
laundry sensor system for a contest 
sponsored by the Rice chapter of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electron-
ics Eng inee r s . Each t eam will 
receive a $300 prize. 

Both winning systems employ a 
sensor system detecting changes 
in the voltage level of laundry ma-
chines. The system is connected 
to a small Linux-based web server, 
which interprets the sensor read-
ings and updates a Web site or 
Java Applet. 

J ones College seniors Nick Anaya 
and Eliot Flannery created one of 
the winning designs, and Will Rice 
College freshman David Carr con-
tributed the other. Both teams com-
pleted a paper and a prototype for 
the project. 

Three judges — Electrical and 
Computer Engineering Professor 
Bill Wilson, Jones Graduate School 
of Management Professor Connie 
Merrill and Facilities and Engineer-
ing Coordinator Ken Thompson — 
decided to split the prize money to 
the two teams. 

Wilson said the decision was 
based on the projects' similarity. 

"Their basic approach was simi-
lar, and we saw some strengths in 
one and other strengths in the other," 
Wilson said. "When we were talking 
about it, we couldn't really decide 
this outweighed that." 

The schematics for the sensors 
will be given to the residential col-
leges that he lped donate prize 
money, I^i said. 

"We went out to the colleges and 
asked for $75 apiece," Iai said. "The 
deal was that we're investing in the 
colleges, so the $75 contribution 
would get a design out." 

Lai said the basic system should 
cost $60-$80 for a college to con-
struct. The system is designed to 
be non-invasive, so no work will 
need to be done to the laundry ma-
chines themselves. 

1 People have written 
senior research 
proposals to do this. 
It's actually really hard 
to do.' 

— Mark Lai 
Will Rice senior 

Carr said plans are already in 
place at Will Rice to build and test a 
full set of sensors in the college's 
laundry room. 

"We're going to build one here 
at Will Rice before the end of the 
semester," Carr said. "We'll have it 
set up for a while and see what 
works and what needs to be im-
proved, and maybe the first part of 
next semester we can start imple-
menting at the other colleges that 
are interested." 

Initial interest in the project was 
relatively high, with six teams at-
tending in t roductory mee t ings , 
Rice IEEE president Mark Lai said. 
However, the winners were the only 
two teams to complete the project. 

Anaya said work for the proto 
type he and Flannery made took 
longer than expected. 

"We were hoping it would take us 
a day and a half," Anaya said. "That 
was a little bit low. It took us quite a 
bit longer, probably because the 
implementation on the prototype was 
just tedious. There were a lot of wires 
to solder." 

Carr agreed that the project was 
time-intensive. 

"With any engineering project, 
you're going to say, 'Oh, it's going to 
take this long,' and it'll take three 
times that," he said. 

Lai, a Will Rice senior, said 
contes ts like this one have been 
held at other universities, such as 
the M a s s a c h u s e t t s Ins t i tu te of 
Technology. 

"People have actually written se-
nior research proposals to do this," 
Lai said. "It's actually really hard 
to do." 

The project for the Rice contest 
was created by the IEEE officers, 
including Treasurer Alan Wong, 
who worked with Wilson on the 
initial design process. 

The competition was designed 
as a real-world electrical engineer-
ing activity. 

Rice IEEE will hold more events 
next year aimed at a broader engi-
n e e r i n g and non -eng inee r ing 
audience, Iai said. 

Anaya said he hopes the organi-
zation will sponsor more design 
contests in the future. 

"It's cool that Rice IEEE spon-
sored something like this, because 
this will actually get a lot of pe iple 
actually thinking of real-life applica-
tions in one of the areas where we're 
supposedly learning," Anaya said. "I 
would like to see more." 

i S T T J D T N T T R A V E L I 

meeb 
From MTV's The Real World San Diego! 

Come t o EUROPE NIGHT! 
Stare planning your next adventure with 
STA Travel and The Real World's Cameran! 
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Study shows gender gap 
in faculty job satisfaction 

by Ian Everhart 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

MARSHALL ROBIN SON/THRFSHER 

Thank goodness for the overland flow channel 
Tuesday's heavy rains created standing water ail around campus but there was no serious flooding in the 
buildings or on the Inner Loop. 

Rice faculty members are gener-
ally satisfied with their job environ-
ment, according to a recent survey 
sponsored by the Office of the Pro-
vost, which reveals some differences 
between how male and female faculty 
members feel about Rice. About 43 
percent of Rice's 466 tenure-track as-
sistant, associate and full professors 
participated in the mail-in Academic 
Climate Survey last April and May. 

The survey asked about many 
aspects of work experience, climate 
and satisfaction. Overall, 43 percent 
of respondents said they were "very 
satisfied" or "somewhat satisfied," 
and 23 percent were "very dissatis-
fied" or "dissatisfied." 

Political Science Professor Paul 
Brace said he was shocked at some 
of the findings from the survey. 

"The proportion of people experi-

JOB POSTING: We need DYNAMIC and ENERGETIC people 
I to teach ANIMATED classes. (An interest in ACTING a plus.) 
• Pay rate: $18 to $30 per hour. Call 832-419-7104 for more info. 

Rice Canterbury of the 

Episcopal Church's Campus Ministries 

invites you to celebrate Christ's gift to each one of us! 

Cjooddridou 

Sen/ice 
Friday April 9th 

11 noon 

St. Bede's Chapel 

in Autry House 

Need more info? Contact: 

Andrew at warejko@rice.edu 

Christine atspif f@rice.edu 

Saturday, April 10th 

10 p.m. 

St. Bede's Chapel 

in Autry House 

followed by an 

KBCfiM PMY 
Autry House is on the northeast corner of Main and McGregor right across Main St. from Lovett College. 

encing incivility and the proportion 
of women experiencing unwanted or 
uninvited (sexual] comments (is] in-
tolerably high," he said. 

7 was pleasantly 
surprised that the 
differences were small.' 

— Kathy Matthews 
Dean of Natural Sciences 

Only 24 percent of the respondents 
said they had not experienced an inci-
dent of incivility — such as neglect of 
opinion or views, devaluation of work 
or the silent treatment — in the past 
12 months. Men reported significantly 
fewer instances of "unwanted and 
uninvited sexual attention," with 64 
percent of male faculty respondents 
saying they had not received such 
attention, compared with only 18 per-
cent of female faculty respondents. 

Brace said he was also disap-
pointed to see that only 27 percent of 
respondents said they felt like "part 
of the family" at Rice and that 21 
percent do not plan to stay at Rice for 
their entire career. 

"This seems problematic," he 
said. "In terms of faculty commit-
ment, if only one-fourth of the fac-
ulty feel like part of the faculty, that 
seems low to me, and I if] one in five 
people expects to leave, that seems 
high to me." 

Male faculty consistently re-
sponded more positively than did fe-
male faculty to questions about satis-
faction in a variety of areas, including 
perceived organizational support, 
friendly and tolerant atmosphere, 
gender-egalitarian climate, satisfac-
tion with pay, being valued by peers 
and overall satisfaction. The differ-
ences between the average male re-
sponse and the average female re-
sponse were generally about half a 
point on a five-point scale. 

Dean of Natural Sciences Kathy 
Matthews, who served on the com-
mittee that developed the survey, 
said she does not think the discrep-
ancy between men's and women's 
responses was extremely large. 

"1 was pleasantly surprised that 
the differences were small," she said. 
"It's hard to know going in what will 
emerge, and the small differential 
between the perceptions of women 
and men was encouraging." 

Provost Eugene Levy said only 
about 25 percent of the faculty are 
women, and the survey was under-
taken partially to understand that 
small percentage. 

"An important objective of this 
study was to begin to identify and 
remedy factors that seem selectively 
to prevent women from entering into 
and persisting in professorial ca-
reers," he said. 

History Professor Emeri ta 
Katherine Drew said she has not 
seen any instances of the negative 
behavior outlined in the report. I )rew 
said there is a great deal of variation 
among different parts of the univer-
sity, so a campus-wide evaluation is 
not necessarily the best way to ex-
amine the situation meaningfully. 

"I rather think that it's going to 
depend primarily upon, first, the 
department the individual is in, and 
then, of course, the division," she 
said. "I think it varies considerably, 
especially among the departments." 

Michael Hintermueller, a visiting 
associate professor in the computa-
tional and applied mathematics de-
partment, said he has not heard of any 
negative behavior among colleagues 
and feels integrated into Rice, even if 
only on one-year appointment 

"My experience is — first of 
all—I feel very welcome here and 
really a member of the family," he 
said. "I wouldn't know any nega-
tive cases, and I've never heard 
anyone talking about it." 

mailto:warejko@rice.edu
mailto:atspiff@rice.edu
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Judicial organizations 
fill vacant positions 

by Prasheeda Bremjit 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Honor Council's mem-
bers and leadership are set for 
2004-'05, but University Court is 
still working to fill two senior rep-
resentative positions and has not 
yet elected its chair for next year. 

Following the Spring Elections, 
one Honor Council at-large repre-
sentative position and two U. Court 
senior representative positions re-
mained unoccupied because no 
one submitted a petition to run for 
the positions. Honor Council held 
a special election to fill its empty 
position March 24, and 13 students 
submitted petitions to run, outgo-
ing Honor Council Chair Keith 
Henneke said. However, the elec-
tion ended in a tie, with Hanszen 
College freshman Jonathan Jack-
son and Jones College sophomore 
Kelsey Shelton-Dodge each receiv-
ing 25 out of 150 total votes. The 
council chose between the two can-
didates, electing Jackson to fill the 
position. 

Chemistry graduate student 
Chris Edwards was elected 

Honor Council chair by the coun-
cil in a closed meeting March 26. 
Edwards said he hopes to ensure 
Honor Council decisions are up-
held and improve the council's 
organization. 

"[We want an end result) that 
is sort of a zero percent granting 
of appeals," he said. "(There is 
also the matter] of some proce-
dural issues with the council re-
garding things like altering its 
undergraduate composition 
somewhat to account for the fact 
that the SA no longer regularly 
holds [Spring Elections]." 

U. Court is working on se-
lecting the two remaining senior 
representatives, U. Court under-
graduate justice Brian Cohen 
said. Cohen said U. Court is plan-
ning to fill the empty positions 
by advertising to anyone who 
wishes to run for the positions. 
Cohen said he hopes to have the 
positions filled by the end of the 
semester, but the arrangements 
might be postponed until next 
semester. U. Court will choose 
its chair for next year within the 
next two weeks, he said. 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• Applications for the KTRU Friendly Committee are available at the 
KTRU station and the SA office, both on the second floor of the 
Student Center. The applications are due Tuesday at noon in the SA 
office. Anyone with questions should contact KTRU Station Manager 
Audrey Nath at audreyn@rice.edu. 

• SA President Derrick Matthews announced he is still accepting 
applications for the position of SA director of elections. Anyone 
interested in the position should contact Matthews at sapres@rice.edu. 

• Matthews, a Will Rice College senior, and Rice University Police Chief 
Bill Taylor presented a plan to create a system for students to give 
feedback to RUPD. A group will be formed with representatives from 
each of the colleges to discuss the interaction between RUPD and 
students. The group will meet two to three times per semester. 
Anyone interested should contact Matthews at sapres@rice.edu. In 
addition, Taylor said part of the plan is to strengthen the college 
officer program, in which officers are assigned to patrol specific 
residential colleges, and the Campus Watch program, in which 
students volunteer to help RUPD pass on safety information. 

• Matthews announced he is eliminating the position of SA director of 
publications. In the past, the director of publications has been 
responsible for producing the Newcomer's Guide, the Off-Campus 
Housing Guide and the Silver Saver Card. Beginning this year, the 
Newcomer's Guide and Off-Campus Housing Guide will be produced 
by interns of Student Media Adviser Jen Cooper, and the SA external 
vice president will be responsible for producing the Silver Saver Card. 
Matthews said the SA will lose about $3,000 per year in advertising 
revenue from the two publications, but the quality of the Silver Saver 
Card will improve significantly. 

• Matthews led a discussion of the proposal to eliminate self-sched-
uled exams that went before the University Standing Committee on 
Teacf}jng on Tuesday. (See Story, page 8.) A straw poll indicated 
almost all students at the meeting were in favor of the proposal. 

• The senate broke into small groups to brainstorm ideas for increas-
ing attendance and participation at senate meetings. 

The next meeting will take place Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth 
Pavilion in the Student Center. 

DEVOTIONS: 
Sundays, 10:30 

2419 Fannin 

STUDY CIRCLE 
"Reflections on the 
Life of the Spirit" 

Call for details 

7 1 3 - 7 7 7 - 7 4 0 0 

www.bahai.org 

ONE 
LOVINQ CREATOR 

ONE 
UNFOLDINQ RELIGION 

ONE 
HUMAN FAMILY 

THE BAHA'I"FAITH 

Biology-Geology Lot access changed 
to implement current parking policy 

by Alana Newell 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

An error in the parking gate 
system that has allowed students 
access to the Biology-Geology Lot 
for the past two years has been 
corrected. Students who previously 
used the lot while attending events 
in the Student Center can no longer 
park their cars there. 

The change was made last Friday 
after the flaw was discovered. 

Student Association President 
Derrick Matthews was alerted to the 
change by several students who at-
tempted to enter the lot last Friday 
evening and were denied access. 
Matthews contacted Associate Vice 
President for Finance and Adminis-
tration Neill Binford to find out why 
the lot had been restricted. 

"[Binford] let me know that the 
lot would be closed to students, and 
that it was nothing new; merely en-
forcement of policy that had been in 
place." Matthews said. 

Under the current parking regu-
lations, the only students approved 
for access to the lot are graduate 
students in the biology and geol-
ogy departments. The policy has 
been in place since the mid-1980s, 
Binford said. 

'The only people allowed after 
hours were post-docs and grad stu-
dents assigned to check on different 
things cooking in the labs." Binford 
said. "It's never been a policy to have 
the lots open to undergrads and ev-
erybody after 5:30." 

Matthews said he thinks the 
restriction of most students from 
the lot is unnecessary, and he asked 
Binford whether the policy could be 
changed. 

"I argued that not enough gradu-
ate students were using it to warrant 
closing off the lot to the undergradu-

ate students." Matthews said. "When 
there was student access, the lot 
was rarely full, and on Monday when 
the lot had been closed, there were, 
at most, seven cars in the lot out of 
35 spaces after 5:30 p.m." 

Binford said the policy is meant to 
protect the needs of the departments. 

"There may be several nights 
when it seems underused, but there 
are other nights when it might be 
used a lot," Binford said. 

Matthews said he is also unhappy 
with the way the policy was enforced. 

'Regardless of whether 

or not there was a 

policy change, the new 

enforcement has 

affected student life and 

can'/ be ignored.' 
— Derrick Matthews 

Student Association president 

"I'm disappointed in how new 
enforcement was handled." 
Matthews said. "Students were not 
notified at all until they arrived at the 
gate and talked to the attendant." 

Matthews said although students 
have never officially been permitted 
to park in the Biology-Geology lot, 
the change should be discussed, 
because students have been able to 
do so since the installation of the 
parking gates. 

"Regardless of whether or not 
there was a policy change, the new 
enforcement has affected student life 
and can't be ignored." Matthews said. 

Matthews said he has contacted 
the undergraduate representatives 
to the University Standing Commit-
tee on Parking, and they are now 
drafting a proposal to have the policy 
changed on the behalf of the SA. 

Matthews said he hopes the Park-
ing Committee will meet before the 
end of the semester to discuss pos-
sible policy changes. 

"I'd like to see them meet before 
the year's over and come up with 
some kind of interim plan to allow 
students to park there until the 
matter's resolved," Matthews said. 

Binford said the issue probably 
will not be considered until the fall, 
because this month's Parking Com-
mittee meeting, which would have 
been held yesterday, was canceled 
due to a lack of agenda items. 

Binford said he does not think 
the change in enforcement will cause 
serious problems for students, be-
cause they are able to park in the 
North Lot behind Hamman Hall af-
ter 4 p.m. He said he does not think 
the policy will be amended. 

"I don't think it would happen at 
all, I don't think the argument is 
strong enough," Binford said. "It 
sounds like it's for the convenience 
of people meeting in [Rice Memo-
rial Center], and I think the needs of 
the departments will outweigh it." 

Matthews said he has solicited 
graduate student input on the 
possible policy changes from the 
Graduate Student Association. 

"Even if they feel that their abil-
ity to park was hampered when un-
dergraduates had access to the lot, 
we could reach a compromise with 
maybe opening gates later or hav-
ing reserved spots for the grad stu-
dents," Matthews said. "Also, clos-
ing the lot right now is a detriment 
to the grad students who aren't on 
the list." 

* 

Career Opportunity! 
Are you ready to start bui lding your resume and preparing for your future career? 

The Walt Disney World® College Program gives you the opportuni ty to take 
college-level courses for credit, network with Disney leaders, and enhance your 

marketability in today's job market. 

As a participant, you'll enjoy a social, multicultural environment with 24-hour secured 
housing and admission to all four Walt Disney Wor/d® Theme Parks. Plus, you'll 
learn about next-step opportunit ies with The Walt Disney Company.This paid 

program is open to all majors and college levels. For a list of presentations 
and to apply online, visit wdwcollegeprogram.com. 

Presentation Attendance Required 

Tomball College 
Thursday, April 22, 2004; 1:00 pm 

Teaching Theater East 100 

W o r l d 

COLLEGE PROGRAM D r e a m it . Do it . Disney. 

EOE • Drawing Creativity f rom Diversity • © Disney 

ricethresher. rice. org 

mailto:audreyn@rice.edu
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HOUSTON THROUGH 

APRIL 15, 2004 

p i c k s 
t o n i g h t a n d 

t o m o r r o w 

CALL ME PUSSY 
GALORE 

There's nothing like a 

Bond girl with a wildly 

inappropriate name. To 

see Pussy Galore in all 

her big screen splendor, 

catch Goldfinger at the 

River Oaks. 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

midnight: 

The River Oaks Theater. 

2009 West Gray. 

Call (713) 866-8881 for 

more information. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

YOU CANT PEE 
FOR FREE 

If you like irony, wit 

and intellect in musi-

cal theater, you must 

see Urinetown, the hit 

straight from Broadway. 

Tonight at 8 p.m.; 

tomorrow at 2 p.m. and 

8 p.m.; and Sunday at 

2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

The Hobby Center for 

the Performing Arts, 

800 Bagby Street. Tick-

ets from $28 to $59. 

Call (713) 315-2400 for 

more information. 

t h u r s d a y 

ONE NIGHT 
ONLY 

Don't miss talented duo 

The Indigo Girls live in 

concert at the Verizon 

Wireless Theater. 

Thursday at 8 p.m. 

The Verizon Wireless 

Theater, 520 Texas Ave. 

Tickets from $26.50 to 

$29.50. Visit http://www. 

ticketmaster.com for 

tickets. 

AND THE W ALL COMES L)(AI'N 

'Goodbye, Lenin!' a thonghtfiil look at East Berlin life 
Carly Kocurek 
THRESHER STAFF 

Good bye, Unin! is, at its essence, 
a sweet, rose-tinted look at socialist 
East Berlin. 

good bye, lenin!' 

in theaters 
Rating: • • • • 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Alex Kerner (Daniel Brtihl) goes 
to a protest against the regime and 
is arrested just in time to see his 
idealistic, socialist mother Christiane 
(Katrin Sass) collapse on the pave-
ment. Christiane has had a terrible 
heart attack and slipped into a coma. 
As if that were not bad enough, the 
Berlin Wall is ripped down a few 
months later. Alex and his sister Ari-
ane (Maria Simon) launch into a slow 
Westernization, buying Coca-Cola 
and trendier clothing and redecorat-
ing their apartment. 

The structure of 
the film allows 
director Wolfgang 
Becker to cre-
ate a sentimen-
tally-charged, 
minimally critical 
SNAPSHOT of life 
in East Berlin. 

The problem arises when Chris-
tiane snaps to consciousness in the 
hospital. Her entire cause has been 
rendered obsolete. The doctor tells 
Alex and Ariane that their mother 

SEND IN THE CLOWNS 

COURTESY SONY PICTURE CLASSICS 

Daniel Briihl (left) stars as Alex, a young man who re-creates Socialist Germany for his mother (Katrin Sass, center) 
with the help of his sister Ariane (Maria Simon, right). 

could not survive a second heart at-
tack. Alex's solution? He turns their 
apartment into a type of museum of 
East Berlin and devotes himself to 
catering to his mother's now eccen-
tric consumer desires, which grow 
increasingly difficult to fulfill. He 
even enlists his aspiring film direc-
tor friend Denis (Florian Lukas) to 
fabricate television news reports to 
help complete the illusion. 

The structure of the film allows 
director Wolfgang Becker to create 
a sentimentally-charged, minimally 

critical snapshot of life in East Berlin. 
Although the film may take jabs at 
the city behind the wall, it does so 
at a pragmatic level rather than an 
ideological one. East Berlin was not 
stupid in principle. It was in stupid 
in practice such that getting a car 
from a factory within three years 
of ordering it was nothing short of 
a miracle. 

The film is superbly executed. 
Briihl fits perfectly as the well-mean-
ing Alex, so desperate to protect 
his mother and preserve the past 

that he has difficulty maintaining 
the present. The actor has a type of 
bright-eyed enthusiasm that effec-
tively conveys the character's good 
intentions. 

The script by Becker and Berd 
Lichtenberg is full of wry humor 
and commentary on modern society. 
When people from the West begin 
moving into the Kerners' neighbor-
hood, they bring with them not only 
tastes for Coca-Cola and Burger King, 
but also IKEA furniture and floor 

See BERLIN. Page 13 

Circus Devils provide a fresh take on the concept album 
John Koch 
FOR THE THRESHER 

It sounds like one of the worst 
conceits for an album in recent 
history: Robert Pollard, the ex-
schoolteacher-turned-frontman 
of Guided By Voices, attempt-
ing to tell the tale of a deceased 
motorcycle-gang leader named 
Harold Pig through songs serving 
as "remembrances" by his "many 
friends." Accept it while I proceed 
to gush about the spectacular al-
bum by Pollard and his new band 
the Circus Devils. 

x 'the harold pig 
memorial' 

Circus Devils 
Rating: • • • • 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Admittedly, no one would dare 
listen to The Harold Pig Memorial 
if it did not have Pollard's name 
on it. Pollard's past inability to 
separate the wheat from the chaff 
leaves buyers wary, and based on 
Recordhead Records' prerelease 
description, Harold Pig Memorial 
does sound like a record nourished 
on chaff. 

However, saying that Harold is 
a concept record 
about a biker is like 
saying Radiohead's 
OK Computer is a 
record about tech-
nology. Harold 
is a psychedelic 
Easy Rider tribute, 
equally inspired 
during recording 
by what Pollard 
saw in his base-
ment during re-
cording and in his 

own mind while drunk. While 
descriptive of any Guided by Voices 
record, the behemoth Harold is 
more than that. 

Simply put, it is Pollard at his most 
inventive, lyrically and composition-
ally, and to pin the blue ribbon on this 
winner, Pollard's vocal performances 
are on-point for the entire album. 
For a comparison of how brilliant 
he sounds, try listening to "First 
An Early Go-Getter" off lifeguards' 
Mist King Urth — after hearing this 
record first. 

The record starts out slowly 
with the windy drone and elegiac 
piano of "Alaska to Burning Men." 
Pollard's proclamation of "Carry on, 
Breathalyzer!" in the second verse 
establishes a convoluted intensity 
— in this case, either as a call-to-arms 
or as a nervous thrust against the 
reaction of a mind-altering substance 
he should not have taken at a funeral. 
Sorry for the caricatured-music-critic 
sentence, but it is the only appropriate 
way to address a listening experience 
like this. 

A happy yet yearning bounce 
propels "Soldiers of June" into the 
dark, gritty and flat-out rocking "I 
Guess I Needed That." Most of these 
songs, in the typical Guided by Voices 
tradition, last no longer than two 
minutes but quickly make a distinct 
impression. 

While "Dirty World News" is 
the low point of the album — Pol-
lard's stuttering, multitracked vo-
cals grate — the sludge of another 
song, "Birdcage Until Further 
Notice," is sublime. Pollard's 
voice is like nothing I have heard 
before — self-consciously, ridicu-
lously deep. I am moving almost 
individually through each of this 
album's 22 songs and snippets, 
because each has some relevant 
bit of interest. 

By track 10, "Injured," a textbook 

COURTESY FADING CAPTAIN 

The grim cover of Circus Devils album "The Harold Pig Memorial," which fea-
tures lead vocals from Guided by Voices' Robert Pollard. 

slowdown of an album by an acoustic 
track becomes more interesting, as 
Pollard's haunting vocals whisper 
"injured." "I^ast Punk Standing" 
reprises "Alaska" before cutting 
to mid-tempo guitar and Pollard's 
indescribably sarcastic insult of "go 
join the Navy." 

One might be justified in saying 
that Pollard ran out of song ideas 
and filled the end of the album with 
spoken-word atmospherics. While 
true, with the exceptions of "Fxo-
skeleton Motorcade" and "Vegas," 
the soliloquies often tossed off by 
Pollard are quite good. "Pigs Can't 
Hide (On Their Night Off)" is genu-
inely spooky, and "Tulip Review" is 
a novel attempt at a two-person 
conversation using Pollard's voice 
through alternating speaker chan-

nels. The album fittingly ends with 
the "Alaska" piano melody in "Harold 
Pig Memorial." 

If Harold had been released as a 
proper Guided by Voices record, it 
would have gathered attention far 
beyond Disarm the Settlers' mes-
sage boards. 

Circus Devil members Tim and 
Todd Tobias are underrated musi-
cians who provide varied instru 
mentation (i.e. scratching) beyond 
the Guided by Voices classic rock 
for Pollard to lay down his beautiful, 
surrealist phrasing and imagery. 

This is a focused effort between 
Pollard and the Tobiases, produc-
ing not a laughable B-movie biker 
soundtrack but one of the clearest 
realizations of Pollard's creative 
genius. 

http://www
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Alone in the dark: 
The joy of movies by myself 

I h a v e decided it is nearly impos-
sible for me to relax. When I 'm 
not working here at the Thresher, 
there's homework. When there's 
not homework .there's 
surely a party to at-
tend . When there 's 
not a party, there are 
fr iends to chat with 
and dinners to be had 
— you know, keeping 
up appearances. 

Maybe it's me, or 
maybe it's the commu-
nal nature of campus 
life, but it is very dif-
f icult to be alone and 
jus t breathe. This is 
certainly a problem, 

but I have found there is a way 
to relieve this stress — I can go 
to the movies alone. 

Maybe it's me, 
or maybe it's 
the communal 
nature of cam-
pus life, but it is 
very difficult to 
be alone and just 
BREATHE. 

Film has always been my 
preferred escape. I truly enjoy 
noth ing more than burrowing 
away in a darkened room and 
exploring a world fantast ic, un-
known and completely alien to 
my reality. In high school, I was 
always ashamed to go to the 
movies by myself. It must have 
been the mentality of the age, 
that somehow being alone meant 
being antisocial, unwanted and 
outcast. I will always remember 
beingenamored by Nicole Kidman 
in The Others, but at the same 
t ime thinking how much more 
enjoyable the film would have 
been if I had a viewing companion 
to be scared with. 

Lately, I have abandoned this 
silly and rather childish way of 
thinking and now revel in the 
chance to see a movie alone. 
Some of my favorite memories 
over the past year or so have 
been being amazed at the quiet 
beauty of Pedro Almodovar's Talk 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

to Her and moved by Todd Haynes' 
meticulous re-creation of the '50s 
melodrama in Far From Heaven 
— all by myself. 

Most recently, I saw 
the French Canadian 
masterpiece The Bar-
barian Invasions, a 
strategically witty at-
tack on current Ameri-
can values, which won 
several awards at last 
year 's Cannes Fi lm 
Fe stiva I, at the Ange I i ka 
Film Center downtown. 
Armed with a book (Au-

gusten Burroghs' zany 
and lovable memoi r 
Running with Scissors) 

and my iPod (still reveling in my 
love for Rufus Wainwright and 
Liz Phair), I set out alone on the 
Metro rail. With the light rail up 
and running, public transportation 
is cool again — it's cheap, easy 
and environmentally-friendly. It 
felt wonderfully independent and 
refreshing. 

At the theater, I was reminded 
of an especial ly memorab le epi-
sode of Sex and the City in which 
Samantha, af ter being s tood up 
earl ier in the week, s teps out to 
have dinner alone, wi thout any 
of the "a rmor " a single person 
pulls out (books, newspapers, 
music , etc.). She simply s i ts 
down for a meal alone — and 
is instant ly empowered. 

As the credits 
began to roll, I 
was at my most 
PLACID... 

Sit t ing in the theater before 
the f i lm s tar ted, book c losed 
in my lap, iPod turned off in my 
pocket, s t r ipped of all the going-
out-alone "a rmor " , I fel t , in addi-
t ion to th is renewed conf idence, 
a sense of ca lm that had long 
been absent in my life. As the 
credi ts began to roll, I was at 
my most placid — st imulated by 
witty exchanges, seduced by in-
tr icately const ructed characters 
and, above all, a lone. 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College sophomore and arts and 
entertainment editor. 

F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! 

The 13th Annual 
KTRU Outdoor Show 
S a t u r d a y Apri l 17, 2 0 0 4 

* f r o m 3 - 1 0 p m @ O l d W i e s s F i e l d ( o n R i c e c a m p u s ) 

B a n d s p l a y i n g l i v e : 

MAGAS 
The New Sound of My Bossa Nova 
The Telephone Company^ 
Jana Hunter 
Weird Weeds i STARTS 
The Castanets ® 3PM! 
Rua Minx 
Muzak 

sponsored by: 

HnstanPress 
*For m o r e In fo ca l l : 713-348-KTRU 

or v i s i t : www.k t ru .o rg 

F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! F R E E ! 

COURTESY SONY PICTURE CLASSICS 

Christiana (Katrin Sass), an idealistic socialist woman living in East Berlin, falls into a coma only to miss the fall of the 
Berlin Wall in Goodbye, Lenin!. 

Film's comedy both funny and heartfelt 
BERLIN, from Page 12 
l a m p s with fur -covered s h a d e s . 

But even a s t h e scr ip t w o r k s a s 
social sat i re , it n e v e r m a k e s carica-
t u r e s of its cha rac t e r s , w h o r ema in 
w o n d e r f u l l y h u m a n , even at the i r 
m o s t i rrat ional . Par t icular ly impres -
sive is t h e crea t ion of Chr i s t i ane . S h e 
could have easily b e c o m e a type of 
s tock socialist. Ins tead, s h e is v ibrant 
and alive. We s e e not only h e r ideals , 
bu t also h e r ac t ions . S o m e of my 
favori te b i t s of the en t i r e film a re 
s c e n e s of Chr i s t i ane d ic ta t ing l e t t e r s 
compla in ing a b o u t faulty p r o d u c t s , 

bo th for he rse l f and for h e r friends 
and n e i g h b o r s . 

A s e e m i n g l y o d d , b u t a t s o m e 
level n e c e s s a r y c o m p a r i s o n , c a n 
b e m a d e to Heduiig and the Angry 
Inch. T h e E a s t Ber l in t h a t H e d w i g 
f led is a c o m p l e t e n o n e n t i t y h e r e . 
A l t h o u g h t h e c a m e r a l o o k s d i r ec t l y 
at h o r r i b l e s c e n e s of po l i ce b r u t a l -
ity e a r l y in t h e film, t h e s e a c t s of 
v i o l e n c e s e e m t h e e x c e p t i o n , no t 
t h e s tu f f of dai ly life. It s e e m s c o m -
plete ly p laus ib le t ha t C h r i s t i a n e and 
h e r c h i l d r e n w o u l d r e m a i n t i ed to 
t h e o ld r e g i m e . 

W h a t t h e film d o e s m o s t suc-
ces s fu l ly is de lve into t h e world of 
h i s t o r y a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , b o t h 
at a p e r s o n a l and at a la rge-sca le 
political level. 

Good bye, Lenin! is a f o r e i g n 
f i lm f o r p e o p l e w h o c l a i m n o t 
to l i ke f o r e i g n films. T h e p lo t is 
a m u s i n g , t h e s c r i p t w e l l - w r i t t e n 
a n d t h e c a m e r a w o r k f ami l i a r . T h e 
film i s e n j o y a b l e , e v e n f o r p e o p l e 
w h o m a y n o t w a n t t o r e t h i n k t h e 
m e r i t s of a s o c i a l i s t s y s t e m o r 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of p e r s o n a l a n d 
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 

"Rice Students andT acuity 
Receive the gift of 

Wisdom 

C o i n P i c t u r e d a b o v e i s a g e n u i n e 

A n c i e n t G r e e k S i l v e r A t h e n i a n O w l c o i n C i r c a 3 2 3 B C . 

T h e O w l S y m b o l i z e d W i s d o m a n d K n o w l e d g e . 

W e c a r r y t h e s e c o i n s b y t h e m s e l v e s o r c a n 

m o u n t t h e m in R i n g s , P e n d a n t s , C h a r m s , e t c . 

C o i n P r i c e s s t a r t i n g f r o m $ 3 5 0 . 0 0 

Houston Numismatic Exchange 
2486 Times Blvd 

(in the Rice Village) 
713-528-2135 

www.hnex.com 

http://www.ktru.org
http://www.hnex.com
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Junior shortstop Paul Janish slides into home against the University of Texas Feb. 14 at Minute Maid Park. Janish hit two home 
runs, including a grand slam, last weekend to extend his team-leading total to seven. The Owls play Miami (Ohio) in a three-
game series at Reckling Park this weekend. 

Owls take Silver Glove again 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The baseball t e am ' s o f fense 
made headlines last weekend, but 
the Rice defense proved the differ-
ence Wednesday, as the Owls beat 
the University of Houston 4-3 at 
Cougar Held to win the best-of-five 
Silver Glove Series for the fourth 
consecutive year and sixth time in 
its seven-year existence. 

Senior centerfielder Chris Kolk-
horst and sophomore rightfielder 
Lance Pendleton each made crucial 
defensive plays in support of junior 
right-hander Josh Baker, who worked 
into the seventh for his third win of 
the year against UH. 

"Our guys get really excited to 
play an in-city rival," Baker said. 
"You just hope you can step up for 
your guys who are out there play-
ing defense. This city is ours, and 
we want [UH] to know that, and we 
want to play like that." 

The defensive excellence came 
despite the absence of junior short-
stop Paul Janish, who has missed 
the last two games after rolling his 
ankle against the University of Ne-
vada Saturday. Janish said he hopes 
to re turn this weekend against 
Miami University (Ohio). With 
f reshman infielder Josh Rodriguez 
filling in at shortstop, Rice (25-6) 
has continued its strong defensive 
play on its way to a season-high 
nine-game winning streak. 

"It just took us a little while [to 
play well defensively]," Baker said. 
"We had all of our pitching coming 
back, and everybody talked about 
that, and they kind of overlooked 
our defense and our position play-
ers. It's taken them a little bit to get 
together, ... and we're start ing to 
play good baseball." 

During the season, Rice has made 
more than two errors in a game only 

once and has committed only three 
errors in the last five games. Junior 
catcher/first baseman Adam Rodg-
ers said the Owls are still finding 
confidence in their defense. 

'Scoring 15 runs once 
is a feat, but to do it 
there games in a row is 
pretty impressive.' 

— Jeff Niemann 

Jun io r r ight -hander 

"[The keys have been] better 
focus, better preparation and just 
trusting ourselves," Rodgers said. 
"Everybody's finally realized that 
Coach Graham brought us in here 
because we could play, so we're finally 
realizing our ability and using it." 

Baker struck out a career-high 
14 batters in 6.2 innings Tuesday 
before giving way to fellow junior 
right-hander Jeff Niemann, who 
notched his first save of the season. 
Offensively, the Owls were led by 
Rodgers, who had a double and a 
triple, and RBI hits from Pendleton, 
Kolkhorst and junior third baseman 
Clay Reichenbach. The Owls took a 
4-0 lead in the fourth inning but got 
just one hit in the final five innings 
against UH's relievers. 

"We came out here and were a little 
flat and didn't hit as well," Rodgers 
said. "We've still got some work to do 
with the sticks, but it's good to see 
everyone finally coming around." 

Though the team played well 
against UH, its offensive break-
through came on the weekend, 
as Rice crushed Nevada in three 
consecutive games by a combined 
margin of 47-6. Nevada finished 
second in the Western Athletic 

Conference last year after beating 
Rice once in a memorable three-
game series in Reno, Nev. 

This year. Rice won by dominat-
ing scores of 16-1, 15-3 and 16-2, 
highlighted by grand slams from 
Rodgers and Janish on Friday and 
Saturday, respectively. After hitting 
just one grand slam last season, 
Rice has five this year, includ-
ing three in a four-game stretch 
March 28-April 3. J anish's Saturday 
grand slam was part of his school-
record-tying 6-for-6 offensive per-
formance. Niemann said the run 
support made pitching easier. 

"Scoring 15 runs once is a feat, but 
to do it three games in a row on the 
road is pretty impressive," Niemann 
said. "It takes the pressure off the 
pitchers, because [we| knowtheteam 
is going to score runs." 

Other hi t t ing s ta rs included 
Kolkhorst, Rodriguez and senior 
leftfielder Austin Davis, who raised 
his average from .240 to .284 with a 
strong weekend. 

"It's good to see [Davis] get 
going again, because he ' s going 
to have to produce for us to be 
successful ," Niemann said. "He 
was struggling a little bit after the 
hamstring injury. He came back and 
is start ing to hit like he can." 

Niemann won his fifth straight 
game Friday by pitching seven in-
nings without allowing an earned 
run. Although he lost his first two 
decisions of the year after off-season 
surgery, Niemann said he is pleased 
with his recent outings. 

"Right now, I've been throwing 
pretty well the past few starts ," 
Niemann said. "Especially Friday 
— I had my good stuff. [Nevada] 
is known for the thin air and the 
hitter's ballpark. To come in and for 
our whole staff to totally shut them 
down, it made us feel good." 

See BASEBAIJ- Page 16 

Track qualifies nine 
for NCAA regionals 

by Dylan Hedrick 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With only a month remaining 
before the Western Athletic Con-
ference Outdoor Championships, 
the women's track and field team 
used the 77th Clyde Littlefield 
Texas Relays in Austin last week-
end as a chance to gauge this 
season's progress thus far. 

The Owls will continue their 
preparation for the WAC Champi-
onships this weekend, when they 
head to theTexas A&M University 
Invitational at College Station. 
Head coach Victor Ixipez expects 
the entire team to compete at the 
meet, with the exception of senior 
Ruthann Gairdner. 

"The full squad will run at 
A&M," Lopez said. "Ruthann is 
the only one not going, because 
she is training and going to do a 
heptathlon at [the Mt. San Antonio 
College Relays April 16-17]. I don't 
want her to compete this week; I 
just want her to train." 

Lopez said senior thrower Tere-
sa Crismon and junior pole vaulter 
Erica Derrickson have recently 
suffered injuries that could sideline 
them for significant time. 

"Crismon may be out for the 
season with a lower back problem, 
and Derrickson tore her ACL at 
the TSU meet, and she's out for 
the season," Lopez said. "We still 
have sophomore Danille Prime 
out, who we hope that she will be 
okaybylateron,and [seniorTanya 
Wright's] not 100 percent yet. It's 
going to be tough again this year, 
because we don't have the num-
bers to kill [the other teams]." 

At the Texas Relays, the team 
qualified in five events for the 
NCAA regional meet. 

Senior Shannon Murto region-
ally qualified in the 3,000-meter 
steeplechase by placing sixth in 
lOminutes, 52.62 seconds, and se-
nior Allison Beckford took second 
in the 400-meter hurdles in 56.39 
to qualify for regionals. 

Senior pole vaul ters Beth 
Hinshaw and Ally Daum both 
regionally qualified with vaults 
of 12 feet, 9 1/2 inches. 

Two relay teams also qualified 
for the regional meet. The 4x 100-
meter relay team of sophomores 
Funmi Jimoh and Nina Mayes, 
junior Yvonne Umeh and senior 
Keia Watkins took seventh in 
44.72. The 4x400-meter relay team 
of Umeh, Beckford, Watkins and 
freshman Jasmine Davis ran in 
two races, one in the university 
section and another in the Olym-
pic qualifying section against the 
American, Canadian and Puerto 
Rican national teams. They ran 
times of 3:39.99 in the university 
section and finished seventh in 
3:40.32 in the Olympic section. 

"Overall, it was a good meet, 
and it was encouraging to see the 
sprinters are improving and the 

vaulters are consistent," lx>pez 
said. "It was very encouraging in 
the 4x1 [00 relay]. When we line 
up, I think we have a better 4x1 [00 
relay] than a 4x4[00 relay], but 
both relays are running very well 
and getting better every week." 

Lopez also said he is still 
considering which athletes to put 
in the 4x400 relay team and may 
make a change to the squad for 
the next meet. 

" The 4x4 ] 00 re lay I ran good 
times, but they can run times of 
3:33 or 3:32," Lopez said. "We are 
just lacking one strong leg." 

Although she lacks experience 
in the event, Mayes may be a can-
didate to run a leg in the relay. 

"On Sunday night after the 
4x4 [00 relay at the Texas Relays, 
I called [Lopez] and said, *What 
do you think about me running 
the 400?'" Mayes said. "He started 
laughing and said that we [were] 
thinking on the same wavelength. 
I'm practicing for it, and he's 
preparing me for it, so I'm going 
to do my best." 

Although no regional competi-
tion exists in these events, the 
Owls' 4x200 relay and the 4x800 
relay both had strong showings 
at the meet The same 4x100 relay 
squad of Jimoh, Watkins, Umeh and 
Mayes returned in the 4x200 relay 
to take fourth in 1:35.38, while the 
team of Wright, sophomore Brandi 
Armstrong, freshman Jessica Cox 
and junior Anna Reeve finished in 
9:15.77 in the 4x8(X) relay. 

Earlier in the week, Gorry 
narrowly missed qualifying for the 
regional meet in the 5,000-meter 
run by three seconds, missing 
the cut by finishing fourth in 
16:59.72. 

"I had been sick the past 
week and had only one training 
session," Gorry said. "[At the 
meet], it was really windy, and the 
conditions weren't that great, but 
overall it was a good race." 

In the 100-meter dash, Mayes 
missed qualifying for the finals but 
did run her season-best time in the 
event by crossing the line in 11.83. 

"I'm not happy [with my perfor-
mance ]," Mayes said. "The season 
best is far from my personal best. I 
expected it to be a lot closer to an 
11.35 than an 11.8. So I'm working 
on my form and my technique and 
staying mentally focused and going 
through what I need to go through 
during the 100 race." 

Even with all of the successes 
at the meet, Lopez said some run-
ners lost their focus during the 
competition. 

"Nina, Funmi and Yvonne were 
distracted for some reason and 
didn't perform as they should," 
Lopez said. "I think they got a 
little bit overwhelmed, and they 
were not mentally prepared at that 
moment. They wanted to run well, 
but for some reason they inhibited 
themselves." 

0 W L 0 0 K - THE WEEK IN S P O R T S 

Friday 4 / 9 
Saturday 4 / 1 0 

Sunday 1 2 / 1 8 

7 p.m. Baseball vs. Miami, Ohio (Reckling Park) 
noon Men's Tennis vs. Texas (Jake Hess Tennis Stadium) 

Tennis hopes to revenge tough NCAA loss from last year. 

2 p.m. Baseball vs. Miami, Ohio (Reckling Park) 
noon Baseball vs. Miami, Ohio (Reckling Park) 

It was almost too perfect for Rice's career 
saves leader I )avid Aardsma, the last player to 
make the San Francisco Giants' roster. Milk-
ing his major-league debut back in Ilouston, 
Aardsma got the win Tuesday against the 
Astros by pitching two innings in relief. 

The same "Hell's Bells" Aardsma that Rice 
fans saw for two years seamlessly jumped 
from single-A to the majors. Owlook was 
thrilled to see Aardsma succeed so soon but 
wonders what he must do to get the media to 
cover him and not his sister's acting career. 

I 
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Junior Ben Wiggins (far right) races in the 110-meter hurdles at the Rice University Bayou Classic March 27 at the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. Last weekend at the Texas Relays. Wiggins won the 400-
meter hurdles and qualified for the NCAA regional meet. The track team will compete at the SeaRay relays this weekend in Knoxville. Tenn., and the Texas A&M Invitational in College Station. 

Wiggins' winnings propel Owls to Relays success 
By Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After many successful individual 
performances at the 77th Clyde 
Littlefield Texas Relays, the men's 
track and field team finally has proof 
that it has what it takes to win its 
first conference championship in 
nine years. 

The Owls hope to continue to 
build toward the Western Athletic 
Conference meet with their meets 
next weekend. The team will split, 
with some members going to the Sea-
Ray Relays in Knoxville, Tenn., and 
others to the Texas A&M University 
Invitational in College Station. 

'Here, we are about 
championships. An 
honor ...is always 
nice, but it's just 
because I've had the 
opportunity to work 
with a lot of good 
people.' 

— Ben Wiggins 
Junior hurdler 

Head coach Jon W a r r e n 
(Jones '88) said that for the most 
part, the runners that went to 
Texas Relays last weekend will go 
to Knoxville. Warren said the Owls 
will field teams in the 4x 1 ()(>-, 4x400-
and 4x800-meter relays. 

Junior Ben Wiggins will run 
the 400-meter hurdles, and the 
distance trio of freshman Pablo 
Solares, senior Adam Davis and 
sophomore Aaron Redman will 
run the 800 meters. Solares and 
standout freshman Steve Magncss 
will also run the 1500. 

With much of last week's empha-
sis on relays, Warren hopes the team 
can shift its focus this weekend to 
individual events. 

"It's time to start focusing on 
individual meets for some of the 
guys, but hopefully we can get some 
relays in." Warren said. "From Ben 
(Wigginsl's standpoint or Adam 
[ Davis ]'s standpoint, they will do 
an individual race on Friday and 
then come back next Saturday and 
then do relays." 

I^st weekend, the Owlscompeted 
at the Texas Relays in Austin and 
qualified two more athletes for the 
NCAA regional meet. 

Wiggins had the standout per-
formance of the Texas Relays, as he 
came from behind in the 400-meter 
hurdles to take first place. Running 
in lane nine, Wiggins made up four 
places over the last two hurdles to 
edge the University of Florida's 
I)wight Ruff by 0.21 seconds at the 
finish line. Wiggins' time of 50.27 
seconds also qualified him for the 
NCAA Central Regional Champion-
ships next month. 

"I liked the outside lane, because I 
didn't have to worry about the other 
runners," Wiggins said. "I didn't 
really see them until (the 250-meter 
mark]. I didn't know that I was pretty 
far behind, and that helped me at the 
end to have a lot left." 

Wiggins said he was able to 
concentrate on his technique dur-
ing the race, which helped him 
catch the other runners over the 
last few hurdles. 

"I've been concentrating on 
rhythm and not necessarily going 
faster so much as getting my steps 
right to the hurdle," Wiggins said. 
"That allowed me to clear the last 
three hurdles smoothly, which I think 
hurt some of the other runners in 
the race. It's still early in the season, 
and that sort of thing happens a lot. I 
was fortunate enough to be in good 
position at the end." 

Warren was also impressed with 
Wiggins' performance at the meet 

"The thought of him actually win-
ning didn't really seem to become 
a possibility until the 10th hurdle," 
Warren said. "He just hit hurdles 
nine and 10 real clean. Nine pulled 
him up with everybody, and when 
he hit 10 clean, he just pulled away. 
There was no fade in him at all. That 
puts him at the number four quarter-
hurdler in the country right now, and 
it puts him under the Olympic trials 
"B" standard as well." 

In addition to becoming the first 
Owl to win the 400 hurdles at the 
Texas Relays since Bryan Bronson 
(Wiess'95) did so in 1995, Wiggins 
was named Western Athletic Con-
ference Athlete of the Week. 

"The Athlete of the Week is nice, 
but I don't put a lot of stock into that 
kind of thing," Wiggins said. "Out 
here, we are about championships. 
An honor like that is always nice, 
but it's just because I've had the 
opportunity to work with a lot of 
good people." 

Sophomore Jason Powell also 
made waves at the meet, when he 
placed first in the Section B triple 
jump competition. Powell regionally 
qualified with his measurement of 
50 feet, 8 3/4 inches in his first meet 
of the outdoor season. 

"I've been out with knee trouble, 

and it was officially my first outdoor 
meet," Powell said. "We have been 
training hard trying to get ready for 
that. The weather wasn't too good for 
jumping, but I got my rhythm down 
and turned out something good. It 
was nice and will keep me motivated 
for the rest of the season." 

While Wiggins earned Athlete of 
the Week honors, Warren thought 
Powell was also worthy of recognition 
for his efforts at the meet. 

"He was the athlete of the week 

in my mind before Ben performed," 
Warren said. "Jason's jump this 
year was actually better than the 
one last year. He jumped 51-1 last 
year and 50-9 this year. The reason 
that [this year's jump] was shorter 
was because the conditions were 
awfui. It was 60-something degrees, 
rainy and [there wasl a 0.7-meter 
head wind." 

In other events, the 4x800 relay 
team of seniors Daniel Pessing, 
Davis, Redman and Solares placed 

third in 7:27.33, while the 1,600-
meter sprint medley relay squad 
of sophomore Bahnsen Miller and 
seniors Jeremy Hurd, Wiggins and 
Davis took eighth in 3:20.82. 

"Our team did great and ran 
great times, and a lot of them had 
a few [personal records!," Powell 
said. "Of course, this is time to 
qualify for the Olympics, so there 
were a lot of professionals there, 
and our team didn't stand out as 
much as [it] should have." 

Hey, 
Rice 

Students! 
Do we have specials for you! 

$7.38 Value Meals 

#A1 Large Cheese or 
1-topping pizza 

#A2 Medium 1 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#A3 1 order of chicken 
and an order of 
Cheesy Bread 

$8.30 Value Meals 

#B1 Large 1-topping 
pizza and three 

12-oz Cokes® 

#B2 Medium 3 topping 
pizza and two 
12-oz Cokes® 

#B3 
Medium Cheese 

Pizza and 5 Buffalo 
Wings 

For all your events, 
call for large-order 

discounts! 

West University 
(713)523-7770 

5733 Kirby Dr. 
Hours 11 am to 2 am - 7 days 

Proud Sponsors of Your Rice Owls! 
©2004 Domino's Pizza LLC. Not valid with any other offer, alid at participating 
store only. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax. Our drivers carry less 
than $20. Delivery area limited to ensure safe delivery. Deep Dish Extra. 
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Tennis faces l\ilane 
By Christine Chen 

THRKSHEK SfAFF 

On Saturday, the women's 
tennis team will travel to New 
Orleans, La., for its match against 
13th-ranked Tulane University. 
The Owls are excited about the 
match and hope that they will 
be able to atone for recent disap-
pointments. 

"We have nothing to lose," 
sophomore Blair DiSesa said. 
"We need to increase our spirit 
and just play hard. We know it 
will definitely be a tough match. 
We've had a few disappointments, 
and we want to make up for that. 
We played Tulane last year and 
lost 5-2, but 1 feel that we have a 
good chance this time around." 

I^ast weekend. Rice played a 
pair of matches in Boise, Idaho, 
facing 17th-ranked Brigham 
Young University and Western 
Athletic Conference foe Boise 
State University. Rice was swept 
by BYU Saturday, with the 
closest doubles match coming 
at the second position, where 
Chong and senior Karen Chao 
lost in a tiebreaker, 9-8. 

'All the girls showed 
a lot of heart, and I 
know ... that is going 
to pay off by the end 
of the season 

— Blair DiSesa 
Sophomore tennis player 

The Owls played the Cou-
gars much c loser in s ingles , 
however. Though DiSesa and 
Chao lost in straight sets, each 
of Rice's other s ingles matches 
went to a decis ive third set. 

I After senior Annie Goodrich 
and Chong lost their third sets, 
sophomore Lauren Archer and 
senior Yasmin Fisher both lost in 
a super-tiebreaker, giving BYU 
the perfect 7-0 victory. Chong 
said she felt the score did not 
indicate how close some of the 
individual matches were. 

"I don't think our score re-
flected what we did," Chong said. 
"It could have gone one way or 
the other." 

DiSesa said she thought the Owls 
could build on their performance 
against a difficult opponent. 

"Ust weekend, BYU was defi-
nitely tough, but we grinded it out 
at every Une," DiSesa said. "In a 
situation likewhat we had with BYU, 
that's all we could do. Unfortunately, 
it didn't work out our way, but I don't 
think the score reflected the way we 
played that day. All the girls showed 
a lot of heart, and I know that is 
something that is going to pay off 
by the end of the season." 

Despite the difficult loss on 
Saturday, the Owls rebounded 
forcefully in Sunday's match 
against Boise State. For the fourth 
consecutive match, Rice lost the 
doubles point but quickly recov-
ered in singles. 

Chong led the way at number 
three singles, as she captured the 
first singles point by cruising to a 
6-1, 6 0 victory. Chao and Goodrich 
also prevailed in straight sets. 
Chao defeated Megan Biorkman 
6-2, 6-1 at number four singles, 
and Goodrich beat Tiffany Coll 
6-1, 7-5 at the sixth position. After 
DiSesa lost at the top spot, the Owls 
needed to win one of the remaining 
matches — those of Archer and 
Fisher. Each player won her first 
set but lost her second, and in the 
end prevailed 6-2 in the decisive 
third set. With those two victories, 
the Owls wrapped up a 5-2 win and 
improved their record to 9-9. 

"I think we played very well 
overall," Chong said. "We came 
in very prepared, leven thoughl 
we weren't as strong in doubles. 
We definitely played better the 
second day against Boise." 

DiSesa said the team's strong 
singles performance will help its 
confidence. 

"Boise State was really good for 
us, because we needed to make a 
mental comeback after losing the 
doubles point," DiSesa said. "It's 
good that we were still able to 
come back strong after that initial 
disappointment. Although their 
ranking doesn't reflect it, they are 
actually a really tough team, so it 
was a good win for us. " 

United Apartment Locators 
— m www.unitedhomenetwork.com -

V f FREE APARTMENT LOCATING 
FREE MOVING SERVICE (cwtrtnowdiltauiioawrfrfof/i'Mmovw^irrVK*) 

v f SERVICING HARRIS AND GALVESTON COUNTY 

mwiHiwivumiHn AU Bias WHO DISMUMSHER HAIOtOWAVt 
riTNliS CINlfR POOL BUS ROlin 
21 Hfi SfCURfTV (Ol/fftfO PARKING fOl/fRtO PtRHIMi 

fOR MORI INFORMATION 1 . 8 0 0 . 3 ^ 2 . ^ 9 3 3 OR 
ufww. unifedfioineiiefu/orkcom 

Owls hope to hook Horns tomorrow 
by Zach Epstein 

THRESHER STAFF 

The struggles have continued for 
the 11 th-ranked men's tennis team, as 
it dropped its third consecutive match 
by a 4-3 score, losing to No. 25Texas 
A&M University Tuesday night in 
College Station. Tomorrow, Rice will 
look to rebound against regional rival 
and 18th-ranked University ofTexas. 
I .as t year, the Owls lost a heartbreak-
ing match to the Longhorns in the 
NCAA tournament in Austin. 

This year's contest will be the 
final regular season home match for 
the Owls, as they will conclude their 
dual-match season with matches at 
the University of Texas-Arlington 
and SMU. Rice will host the Western 
Athletic Conference Championships 
April 30-May 2 at Jake Hess Tennis 
Stadium. 

' We still know we are 
capable of doing really 
well and hopefully 
winning the national 
championship' 

— Robert Searle 
Sophomore tennis player 

"We better pick it up, but it's not 
like we're getting killed," head coach 
Ron Smarr said. "We've won some 4-3 
matches, but right now this is a case 
where we've been unfortunate in the 
last three matches. We're going to see 
how we bounce back. Texas has been 
playing very well lately — they're a 
very capable team." 

Doubles play began with some 
controversy Tuesday, asTexas A&M 
chose to split up Lester Cook and Ante 
Matijevic, the nation's top-ranked 
doubles team, in order to avoid play-
ing the sixth-ranked team of seniors 
Richard and William Barker. When 
the Aggies tried to use this strategy' 
against Baylor, the Big 12 Conference 
did not allow it. 

"It didn't have any affect on us, 
but by not playing the Barkers, he 
protected their number one ranking," 
Smarr said. "That's history though, I'm 
not worried about it." 

The Aggies' intention was to sacri-
fice the first doubles match and hope to 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Sophomore Robert Searle returns a forehand against the University of Tulsa 
March 21. Searle and the Owls take on the 28th-ranked University of Texas 
tomorrow at noon at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

a 17-0 start, Rice has fallen to 17-3 
on the year, but despite the recent 
skid the Owls feel confident in their 
abilities to turn their season around 

take the doubles point with wins at the 
second and third positions. The Bark-
ers destroyed their opponents by an 8-2 
margin, continuing their undefeated 
dual-match season. At the third posi-
tion, Texas A&M won a close match, 
defeating freshman Ben Harknett 
and sophomore Robert Searle 9-7. 
With the doubles point at stake, the 
team of sophomore Tony Haerle and 
senior Vuk Rajevac won 9-8 to clinch 
the doubles point for the Owls. 

With the 1-0 lead. Rice prepared 
for s ingles play, where the Owls 
have s t rugg led recently. Rice's 
difficulties continued against the 
Aggies, as No. 41 Robert Searle, 
Richard Barker and Haerle each 
lost in straight sets. 

Meanwhi le , Will iam Barker, 
ranked 43rd in the nation, upset the 
nation's 17th-ranked player in straight 
sets at number two, and Rajevac won 
a close match at number five, 7-6,6-4. 
Those two Owl victories left the sixth 
position as the deciding match. After 
winning the first set 64 , freshman 
Jason Mok had an opportunity to 
take the match as he served at 5-4 
in the second set. 

Mok lost his serve, however, and 
soon after he lost the momentum and 
the match, 6-4,6-7,2-6. As in its losses 
against Alabama and Oklahoma State, 
Rice could have won the match had a 
few crucial points gone its way. After 

once again. 
"As a team, we still know we are 

capable of doing really well and 
hopefully winning the national cham-
pionship," Searle said. "Lately, we've 
been letting people get on top of us, 
but we've got to bounce back strong. 
We've had our losses now, and every-
one feels like it's time to get back to 
where we know we can be." 

IN FOCUS: 
MEN'S TENNIS 
Record: 17-3 

WAC record: 3-0 
Last week: The Owls lost 4-3 
at 25th-ranked Texas A&M, 
their third consecutive loss 
after opening the season with 
17 victories. 
What made the difference: In 
each of its three losses, Rice 
has won the doubles point 
only to lose four of the six 
singles matches. 

Up next: The Owls host the 
28th-ranked UT tomorrow at 
noon at Jake Hess. 

Red-hot baseball hosts RedHawks 
BASEBALL, from Page 14 

Fellow junior right-handers Philip 
Humber and Wade Townsend fol-
lowed with similarly impressive per-
formances, allowing one and no runs, 
respectively. Despite three games in 
a hitter's ballpark, Rice pitchers con-
tinued to dominate and now average 
10.2 strikeouts per game this season. 
Î ast year's staff, which struck out a 
school-record 653 batters, averaged 

Love Rice Athletics? 
Become a Rice 

Cheerleader 

Try-out date: April 16 

Instructive Clinics: 
April 1, 5-8, and 12-15 
in Fox Gym next to 
Autry Court (7-9pm) 

; | No experience necessary 

Questions: email 
aschaef@rice.edu 

9.3 strikeouts per game. Niemann, who 
has been starting Friday games — the 
position typically reserved for the staff 
ace—said the team's pitching depth is 
its biggest strength. 

"It's fun being the Friday guy, but 
any of us can be the Friday guy," Nie-
mann said. "We've all been the Friday 
guy at least once, which just says that 
there's no one ace on this team. That 
takes all the pressure off you." 

Some of the pressure will be off 
this weekend, as Rice hosts Miami 
(Ohio) in a three-game nonconfer-
ence series before an important 
Tuesday matchup with rival Univer-
sity of Texas at Disch-Falk Field in 
Austin. 'Hie RedHawks, who play in 
the Mid-America Conference, are 
19-9 on the season. 

"We expect three wins, for sure," 
Baker said. "We don't want to play to 
their level. We want to play like the 
champs that we feel like we are." 

Rodgers said this weekend will 
be important to maintain momentum 
entering the UT clash. Half of the 
Owls' six losses this season have 
come against UT. 

"We're looking for the sweep, and 
if we stay hot, keep swinging it, keep 
pitching well and play a little bit better 
defense, we'll do it," Rodgers said. 
"It'd be good to sweep and then go 
to Texas and take one there." 

Niemann said while the pitchers 
feel more pressure in midweek 
games than in weekend series, all 
four Rice starters are capable of 
pitching the big games. 

"We always know the Tuesday 
games are the tough games, and 
we all have experience throwing in 
those games," Niemann said. "When 
it comes down to it, the only time it 
really matters is the postseason. And 
the weekend series you have to win 
to get to the postseason." 

BY THE NUMBERS: 
Conventional wisdom says that this year's baseball team lags behind 
last year's edition, as the 2004 team's 25-6 record is five games worse 
than the 2003 national championship squad's at the same point in 
the season. Further analysis reveals that the two teams have more 
similarities than meets the eye. 

Avg. OBP SLG ERA WHIP 
2004 (31 gms) .310 .406 .469 2.83 1.17 
2003 (70 gms) .313 .398 .440 2.74 1.14 

http://www.unitedhomenetwork.com
mailto:aschaef@rice.edu
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Golfers stopped at 
Border Olympics 

By John Hanley 
THRKSHER STAFF 

The golf team, coming off a 
solid performance three weeks 
ago against some of the nation's 
best teams, faltered last week-
end at the Border Olympics in 
Laredo, dropping back precipi-
tously after a strong first round 
and finishing a disappointing 
16th out of 17 teams. 

The Owls will attempt to 
rebound next week, when they 
play their final regular-season 
event in Jonesboro, Ark., at 
the Arkansas State University 
Indian Classic. 

Last year, coming off of a 
15th-place finish in Laredo, the 
Owls came in seventh in Jones-
boro, 14 strokes behind champion 
University of North Texas. 

Senior Ryan Morgan said 
he is optimistic about Rice's 
chances to make a similar im-
provement this year. 

"We'll work hard this week in 
practice, and we don't usually let 
one tournament get us down," 
Morgan said. "It's a shorter golf 
course, and there's a chance to put 
up some good numbers." 

Head coach Dick Ellis said the 
Owls have a chance to improve 
their play and finish strong at the 
ASU Indian Classic. 

"I feel real good about this 
tournament ," Ellis said. "It 
gives us a chance to do a little 
better and get practice for the 
[Western Athletic] Conference 
Championships in Fresno, [Ca-
lif.] in May." 

Rice began the Border Olym-
pics last Friday with one of its 
strongest first rounds of the sea-
son, posting a four-over-par 290 to 
stand in fifth place after 18 holes, 
only eight strokes behind leader 
SM U and just four strokes behind 
second-place Baylor. 

In the afternoon round, how-
ever, Rice shot 304 — the worst 
combined round of any team on 
Friday — and finished the day 
in 15th place. 

On Saturday, in the final 
round of the event, Rice's com-
bined four-golfer score of 307 
bested only Texas State's 309, 
and the Owls slid to 16th place, 
37 strokes behind the winning 
Mustangs and seven ahead of 
last-place Texas State. 

The University of Houston, 
which finished 14 shots behind 
the Owls at the recent Hall of Fame 
Invitational in Humble, Texas, beat 
Rice by nine strokes. 

Ellis said he could not identify 
a specific reason for the Owls' 
poor showing. 

"We had one of our best 
rounds of the season in the first 
round, and then for some reason 
we did not play so well in rounds 
two and three," Ellis said. "It 
was a difficult course, and there 
were some heavy winds, but the 
team needs to play better so it 
can finish well." 

Morgan echoed Ellis' sentiments 
about the team's performance. 

"We played well in the first 
round, but after that we all 
struggled," Morgan said. "It 
was like we hit a wall. It was 
disappointing." 

Morgan said he has struggled 
with his putting but was happy 
with his ball-striking. 

Colorado State 's Martin 
Laird shot a nine-under 207 over 
three rounds to take individual 
honors. No Rice golfer finished 
in the top half of the individual 
field, a l though sophomore 
Parker LaBargc posted rounds 
of 74, 73 and 76 to place 45th 
and lead the Owls. 

Ellis said IxiBarge had his 
best tournament of the year, 
noting that the sophomore had 
earned his spot in the tourna-
ment earlier that week in com-
petition with teammates. 

Morgan and seniors Winn 
Smith and Scott Philips were 
54th, 63rd, and 69th respec-
tively. Morgan began the tour-
nament with Rice's best indi-
vidual round of the tournament, a 
one-under 71. J unior Matt Toohey, 
who has played well of late, shot 
even par in the first round and then 
struggled, notching a pair of 79s. 

Ellis compared the team's 
inconsistent play with the oscil-
lating rounds of the world's most 
prominent players. 

"All tournaments are differ-
ent," Ellis said. "There's a lot of 
talk this week about Tiger Woods 
at Augusta National — here's one 
of the best players in the world, 
but recently he has not been 
playing well from week to week. 
People have good rounds and 
bad rounds." 

•. f r&r 
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JENN MOLHOLT/THRESHER 

Will Rice freshman Tyson Heller (white jersey) takes a face-off during a college floor hockey semifinal Wednesday night. 
Lovett beat Will Rice 3-1 to advance to the championship against GSA. 

Sid, Jones meet in flag finals 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Jones and Sid Richardson will 
meet for both the men's and coed 
flag football titles on Tuesday after all 
four teams reached the championship 
with a 5-0 record. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

In the first men's semifinal Tues-
day, United States Football League 
winner Jones edged Lovett 20-14. 
In the second game, American 
Football League winner Sid held 
off Martel 20-13. In last year's 

championship game, Sid edged 
Jones 33-32. 

In the second coed semifinal last 
Thursday, Blue League winner Sid 
beat Wiess 16-0 to advance to the 
championship against Gray League 
winner lones, which beat Hanszen 
7-2 Mai-' h 19 in the other semifinal. 
Sidw r.uast year's championship 13-2 
over Lovett after beating Jones 29-0 
in the semifinal. 

Women's Softball 
Defending champion Hanszen 

(3-0) will face either Will Rice or 
GSA in the championship after 
beating Lovett (3-2) by a 12-3 
margin Sunday. Hanszen and Will 
Rice tied for the Grapefruit League 
title with 2-0 records, while GSA 
finished ahead of Lovett in the 

Cactus League. Will Rice and GSA 
met last night in the other semifinal. 
Hanszen beat GSA in last year's 
championship. 

Floor Hockey 
Campbell Conference co-winners 

GSA and Lovett will meet in the cham-
pionship game after both recorded 
semifinal victories this week. GSA 
(4-0-1) advanced with a 6-1 victory 
Tuesday over Jones (3-2). In the other 
semifinal Wednesday, Lovett (4-0-1) 
scored a goal in each period to beat 
Wales Conference winner Will Rice 
(4-1) by a 3-1 margin. 

GSA, the defending champion, 
and Lovett played to a 2-2 tie in the 
regular season, while Will Rice will 
finish third based on its 2-0 regular-
season win against Jones. 

1 

SplashTown 
and WaterWorld 

Looking for a cool place to work where you can spend 
lots of time in the fresh air and meet plenty of new 
peop le 7 You've found it at SplashTown and WaterWorld! 
We're looking for strong swimmers wi th a great sense of 
responsibility to jo in us as: 

Lifeguards 
Certification wilt 

be provided. 
Grounds Quality 

Merchandising 

Tubes & Lockers 
wmm 

S 3 • Security Officers • Food & Beverage 

Admissions • Cash Control 

• Your employee ID is your Season Pass 

• Free tickets for friends and family 

Exclusive employee parties • Flexible schedules 

• Weekly pay and affordable health insurance 

$25,000 in scholarships • Fun atmosphere 

• Advancement opportunities 

9001 Kirby Drive 
Houston, TX 77054 

713.794.3217 

rv> -

Huge discounts on merchandise, food, 
and season passes 

21300 1-45 North 
Spring, TX 77373 

281.355.3300 
Apply at 

www.sixfldgsjohs.com 

EEO and drug-free workplace 

Partis, »n( 

10 2004 SuiW™"1* 

% 

http://www.sixfldgsjohs.com
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 

2-7 

mm i" •** 
MEN'S TENNIS 

BORDER OLYMPICS 
April 2-3, 2004 — Laredo Country Club. Laredo 

Team standings (total of 17 teams) 
1. Southern Methodist 8 5 2 

2. Baylor 8 5 9 
3. Brigham Young 8 6 2 
4. Colorado State 8 6 6 
5. San Diego State 8 6 9 
6. Arkansas 8 7 2 
7. Texas A&M 8 7 5 
8. Texas Tech 8 7 6 
9. Lamar 8 7 7 
T10. UT-Arlington 8 8 1 
T10. North Texas 8 8 1 
T12. Southeastern Louisiana 8 9 0 
T12. UT-San Antonio 8 9 0 

14. Houston 8 9 2 
15. Michigan State 8 9 3 
16. Rice 9 0 1 
17. Texas State 9 0 8 

Rice results (field of 93 golfers) 
T45. Parker LaBarge 74-73-76 223 
T54. Ryan Morgan 

T63. Winn Smith 

T69. Scott Philips 

T75. Matt Toohey 

71-75-79 2 2 5 
73-78-77 2 2 8 
76-78-75 229 

72-79-79 2 3 0 

RICE 3 TEXAS A&M 4 
April 6, 2004 

George P Mitchell Tennis Center, College Station 

Singles 
1. Cook (A&M) d. Searle (RU) 6-4, 6-2 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Matijevic (A&M) 6-3, 6 4 
3. Dakki (A&M) d. R. Barker (RU) &2, 6-3 
4. El Dorry (A&M) d. Haerle (RU) 6-4, 6-4 
5. Rajevac (RU) d. Joelson (A&M) 7-6 (4). 6 4 
6. Wooten (A&M) d. Mok (RU) 4-6, 7-« (3). 6-2 
Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Cook/Joelson (A&M) 8-2 
2. Haerle/Rajevac (RU) d. Dakki/Matijevic (A&M) 
9-8 (4) 
3. El Dorry/Rolle (A&M) d. Harknett/Searle (RU) 9-7 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

PICE S BOISE STATE 2 

April 4, 2004 — Appleton Tennis Center, Boise, Idaho 

Singles 

1. Hayward (BSU) d. DiSesa (RU) 7-5, 6-3 
2. Archer (RU) d. Polowski (BSU) 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 
3. Chong (RU) d. Ayling (BSU) 6-1, 6-0 
4. Chao (RU) d. Biorkman (BSU) 6-2, 6-1 
5. Fisher (RU) d. Pongratz (BSU) 6-2, 2-6. 6-2 
6. Goodrich (RU) d. Coll (BSU) 6-1, 7-5 

Doubles 
1. Hayward/Polowski (BSU) d. DiSesa/Archer (RU) 8 4 
2. Ayling/Biorkman (BSU) d. Chong/Chao (RU) 8-5 
3. Pongratz/Coll (BSU) d. Fisher/Goodrich (RU) 8-6 

RICE 0 BRIGHAM YOUNG 7 
April 3, 2004 — Appleton Tennis Center, Boise, Idaho 

Singles 
1. Zahnova (BYU) d. DiSesa (RU) 6-1, 6-2 
2. Holden (BYU) d. Archer (RU) 7-5, 4-6,1-0 (10-7) 
3. Jones (BYU) d. Chong (RU) 7-6 (3), 5-7, 6-4 
4. Boulytcheva (BYU) d. Chao (RU) 64, 6-3 
5. Pike (BYU) d. Fisher (RU) 5-7, 7-5,1-0 (10 3) 
6. MacFarlane (BYU) d. Goodrich (RU) 2-6. 6-3. 6-1 
Doubles 
1. Zahnova/Holden (BYU) d. DiSesa/Archer (RU) 8-2 
2. MacFarlane/Boulytcheva (BYU) d. Chong/Chao 
(RU) 9 8 
3. Pike/Oswald (BYU) d. Goodrich/Fisher (RU) 8-5 

E — Newman (1); DP — Rice 1, UN 2; LOB — Rice 8, 
UN 6; 2B — Davis 3 (5), Rodgers (4), Reichenbach (1 
Mercer (5), Butler (8); 3B — Krukow (1); HR — Janish 
2(7), Morris (5), Mummy (3), Graham (1); HBP — Kolk 
horst: SH —Pendleton (2); SF — Davis (3) 

1 1 Gimenez cf-lf 1 
1 0 Krukow ph-c 2 
0 0 Streelmn dh-lf 3 
1 2 Graham If 2 

Psaradells cf 2 
1 1 Madrid 2b 2 

Mayorga 2b 1 
Brolsma p 0 

Ueckert l b 2 
Reagan ph-c 3 
Duplessls c 0 

Moake 2b 5 
Hale dh 2 
Rchnbach dh2 

BASEBALL 

RICE 4 HOUSTON 3 
April 7, 2004 — Cougar Field 
Silver Glove Series — Game 4 ER BB SO BF Pit 

1 3 3 28100 
2 0 3 8 25 
ER BB SO BF Pit. 
4 0 1 10 43 
5 1 1 7 21 
3 2 1 13 43 
2 1 4 20 69 

Rice 
Humber W, 6-1 
Hale 
Nevada 
Mason L, 2 3 
Renfree 
Johnson 
Colton 

43 161716 Totals 

Score by Inning R H E 
Rice 300 090 112 — 16 17 0 
Nevada 000 000 002 — 2 7 0 

0.2 4 

LOB — Rice 8, UN 6; 2B — Kolkhorst (7), Rodgers (5), 
Rodriguez (6), Moake (2), Streelman (6); HR — Pendle 
ton (5), Davis (5); SH — Gimenez (1); SB — Rodgers 
(1); CS — Marcial (2). 

Attendance — 1,795 

PICE 1ft NEVADA 1 
Peccole Park, Reno, Nev. April 2, 2004 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit 
4 8 26105 Townsend W, 6-0 Nevada (14-15,1-3) 

Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Marcial ss 4 0 0 

Rice (22-6, 9-1) 
Name (pos) AB 
Kolkhorst cf 5 
Janish ss 3 
Pendleton rf 5 
Rodgers c-lb 5 
Davis If 5 
Morris 3b 4 
Rodriguez 2b 4 
Ueckert l b 2 
Reagan "he 3 
Hale d'i 5 

0 0 0 3 6 
2 0 0 6 16 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
4 9 8 8 3 5 24110 

Hayes c 
Mummy l b 
Mercer dh 
Butler rf 
Gimenez cf-lf 3 
Madrid 3b 3 
Mayorga 2b 
Newmn ph-2b2 

Streelman If 2 
Psaradelis cf 1 

2 0 4 16 
1 3 11 39 
1 1 7 21 
1 0 5 22 

0.1 1 3 
2.13 2 
1.13 1 
1 1 2 

Totals 41 161614 11 s 

Rice (256) 
Name (pos) AB 
Kolkhorst cf 4 
Davis If 4 
Pendleton rf 3 
Rodgers c-lb 4 
Morris 3b 3 
Rodriguez ss 3 
Ueckert l b 1 
Reagan ph-c 3 

Moake 2b 4 
Hale dh 1 
Reichnbch dh3 

Totals 

UH (12-19) 
Name (pos) AB R 
Stewart cf 5 1 
Tully If 
Roberts dh 
Lincoln l b 
Johnson rf-c 
Bott 3b 
Gaylord ss 
Msslwht 2b-3b4 1 
Kingsbury 2b 2 0 

Logan c 1 0 
Papavsliou phi 0 
Breen rf 2 0 

Totals 37 3 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 101 200 000 — 4 7 2 
UH 000 O i l 001 — 3 10 0 

E — Rodgers (4), Rodriguez (4); DP — UH 1; 
LOB—Rice 5, UH 11; 2B — Pendleton (6), Rodgers (6), 
Roberts (7); 3B — Rodgers (2); HR — Roberts 
(2). Musslewhite (2); SB — Kolkhorst (3), Tully (9), 
Lincoln (1). 

Rice 
Baker W, 5-2 
Niemann S, 1 
UH 
Hancock L, 0-2 
Farrington 
Summerlin 

IP H 
6.2 7 
2.1 3 
IP H 
3 4 

4.1 3 
1.2 0 

ER BB SO BF Pit. 
2 3 14 31106 
1 1 3 10 33 
ER BB SO BF Pit. 
4 3 2 15 54 
0 0 7 16 67 
0 0 1 5 18 

Degerman 
Baker 
Nevada 
Rodriguez L, 2 4 
McCarthy 
Simpson 
Cummings 
Brolsma 

Attendance — 2,627 

RICE 15NEYADA 3 
April 3, 2004 — Peccole Park. Reno, Nev. 

WP — Baker (8); PB — Logan (2). 

Attendance —1,501 

RICE 16 NEVADA 2 
April 4, 2004 — Peccole Park, Reno, Nev. 

Rice (24-6,11-1) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst cf 5 2 1 0 
Pendleton rf 4 
Davis If 6 
Rodgers c-lb 4 
Morris 3b 5 
Rodriguez ss 5 

4 2 2 
2 4 2 
2 2 4 
2 1 2 
2 3 2 

Nevada (14-17,1-5) 
Name (pos) AB R H 
Hayes c-lf-3b 4 0 
Marcial ss 4 0 
Butler rf 4 1 
Mercer 3b 1 0 
Nwmn 3b-2b 1 0 

Mummy l b 3 0 

Rice (23-6,10-1) 
Name (pos) AB 
Kolkhorst cf 4 
Janish ss 6 
Hirsch ss 0 
Davis If 3 
Cavangh pr-lfl 
Rodgers l b 6 
Morris dh 5 
Reagan c 5 
Rodrigz 2b-rf 5 
Pendleton rf 2 
Moake 2b 1 
Reichnbch 3b 5 

Totals 43 

H Bl 
1 0 
6 5 
0 0 
3 5 

0 0 0 
0 1 0 
1 1 2 
1 1 0 
3 3 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 3 3 

Nevada (14-16,14) 
Name (pos) AB R H 
Madrid 3b-2b 4 0 0 
Mayorga 2b 0 0 0 

Hayes c-3b 4 0 1 
Mercer dh 4 
Gimenez cf 4 
Psaradelis cf 0 
Butler rf 
Mummy l b 
Streelman If 
Graham If 
Newman 2b 
Krukow ph-c 

Marcial ss 
Totals 

Score by Inning R H E 
Rice 005 600 014 — 16 16 1 
Nevada 001 000 000 — 1 3 2 

E — Pendleton (1), Marcial (9), Mayorga (7); DP—UN 3; 
LOB — Rice 5, UN 5; 3B — Kolkhorst (3); HR — Rodg 
ers (4), Reagan (1); HBP — Kolkhorst, Gimenez; SF 
— Janish (3); SB — Hayes (5). 

Score by inning R H E 
Rice 174 010 110 — 15 19 0 
Nevada 000 010 002 — 3 7 1 

WRITE BEAUTIFUL SENTENCES. 
WIN COLD CASH. 

'I want more money I want more money I want more money. 
—Author John O'Hara to his editors at The New Yorker 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES THREE 
CASH PRIZES FOR WRITING 

THE GEORGE WILLIAMS PRIZE IN FICTION Prize awarded for an original 
short story. $750 first prize, $500 second prize. Maximum length: 7500 words. All 
currently enrolled Rice undergraduates are eligible. 

THE GEORGE WILLIAMS PRIZE IN POETRY Prize awarded for a group of up to 
ten poems. $750 first prize, $500 second prize. All entries will also be considered for the 
$100 Academy of American Poets Prize for best single poem. All currently enrolled 
Rice undergraduates are eligible. 

THE LADY GEDDES PRIZE. Awarded annually to a Rice freshman or sophomore, 
the Lady Geddes Prize recognizes works of superior academic writing on any subject. A 
bibliography should be included with your submission. $500 first prize, $300 second 
prize, $100 third prize. 

Guidelines for submission for all prizes: 
• Deadline for submission is Friday, April 16th. 
• All entries must be typewritten. 
• All entries will be judged anonymously. 
• All entries MUST have a cover sheet with your name, your contact information, 

your year in school, your college affiliation, and the title of the work(s) you are 
submitting. YOUR NAME MUST APPEAR NOWHERE ELSE ON THE 
MANUSCRIPT. 

• All entries should be submitted to the English Department, Herring Hall, second 
floor. 

• Late entries will not be considered. 

Rice 
Niemann W, 5-2 
Pennington 
Nevada 
Sutton L, 4-3 
Smedley 
Scott 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
7 2 1 0 1 9 26 82 
2 1 0 0 0 1 7 25 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
4 9 11 8 2 3 23 71 

4.2 7 5 5 3 3 24 93 
0 .10 0 0 0 0 1 5 

WP — Niemann (3). Sutton 2 (3); PB — Hayes (3). 

Attendance — 1,397 
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CALENDAR, MONDAY 12 
FRIDAY 9 
Miami? Remember "I know a 
guy named TltO week?" 

The baseball team plays Miami 
(Ohio) tonight at 7 p.m. at 
Reckling Park. Come 
enjoy the ball game! 

"Mr. Mlyagi taught me all I 
knOweek." 

Tonight is the awesome Ninjas 
and Schoolgirls party at Jones 
College! The party will be held 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the 
Jones Commons. Gentlemen, 
start practicing your karate, 
and ladies, get out your skirts. 

German Shepherds have about 
225 cell receptors In their 
noses, making them ideal for 
police work. 

Think About Germany: We 
Forgot to Go Back will be 
showing at the Rice Media 
Center tonight at 8 p.m. The 
film is in German with English 
subtitles. It will play along with 
other short films Weed and 
German Policemen. Come get a 
good dose of Deutsch. 

SATURDAY 40 
UT? They probably have "The 
lawn needs a mOw week." 

The men's tennis team plays 
the University of Texas 
Longhorns today at noon in 
the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Come watch our boys bring 'da 
ruckus. 

"I grew up under power lines so 
i have a sixth tOe week." 

Baseball takes on Miami (Ohio) 
again today at 2 p.m. at 
Reckling Park. Come watch the 
madness. 

"Your roommate might be a 
psychO week." 

Stop Violence Against Women 
Week culminates in dinner and 
a movie tonight from 6 to 
10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion 
in the Student Center. Come by 
and get free food from Veggie 
Club and Chipotle and watch 
Thelma and l^uise. 

Time for another fun German 
fact! Sandra Bullock's mothc.-
was actually a famous German 
opera singer. 

The German film Dealer will be 
shown tonight and tomorrow 
night at 8 p.m. in the Rice 
Media Center. It will be playing 
along with two short films, 
Sevda Means Love and The 
Lovers of Osman's Hotel. 
Tickets are $5 for students and 
$6 for general admission. 

SUNDAY 

"I'm gonna show her my O-face 
week." Oh, Oh, Oh. 

Rice plays Miami (Ohio) one 
last time today at noon at 
Reckling Park. Come watch and 
be glad you live in the great 
state of Texas. 

How about "Uh-Oh week?" 
Walt. Hanszen already took it. 
Real original, guys. 

Registration for self-scheduled 
exams begins today and ends 
Wednesday. Get on it quick or 
you will fail. 

TUESDAY 43 
I wish I had Jackie Chan or Jet 
Li at my "Tal Kwon DO week." 

Chen Style Tai Chi 
Grandmaster Cheng Jincai will 
perform a rare martial arts 
demonstration that includes the 
use of skillful weapons and an 
amazing women's self defense 
routine. The event is sponsored 
by Rice Tai Chi Association and 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. in 
Farnsworth Pavilion. This 
sounds really cool. Don't miss 
it! Contact taichi@rice.edu for 
more information. 

complete loan applications for 
Spring 2004 loans. So get your 
paperwork together and head 
over to financial aid for some 
good times. 

Hey there, Owls! Are you ready 
for "Stanford said NO week?" 

Owl Weekend kicks off today 
so watch out for those crazy 
high schoolers taking over 
campus and drinking vodka 
shots in the double digits. 

FRIDAY 

As a finale, we will keep up 
with current events with 
"Michael Jackson and El NlnO 
week." 

Rice baseball plays San Jose 
State today at 7 p.m. at Reckling 
Park. Come out and watch 
because you don't have many 
days left here before summer! 

Tennis O week. 

Rice Women's Tennis plays 
UTEP today at 3 p.m. in the 
Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

Hey Laura ... "Millennium under 
the Sea Week?" 

Wiess College puts on its 
annual Jamfest concert starting 
today at 4 p.m. and running all 
night in the Wiess Acabowl. 
Get ready to party, Owls! 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

WEDNESDAY 44 
"Banged your mom and now 
you knOw week." 

The Fourth World War, directed 
by Big Noise Films, will show 
tonight through Saturday at 
8 p.m. in the Rice Media 
Center. Friday's showing will 
be at 7 p.m. 

u+< 

B e 

THURSDAY 

I know I'd be excited for 
"Russel CrOwe week." 

Today is the last day to 

For annual checkups, birth control, emergency 
contraception, pregnancy testing, Rapid HIV tests arid 
testing & treatment for sexually transmitted infections. 

1.800.230.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

P Planned Parenthood' 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 

When you really 
really want to 

impress your date. 
H l l % i F f § r i ; 

chron.com/dining 
- a delicious new way to search 

WW 'If 

Hungry? Dig into chron.com/dining. With a new way to search for 
restaurants, how-to instructions on some of the finer points of dining,' 
critic picks and more, it's 
the perfect place to find a 
restaurant for any occasion. 

sea 
Enter restaurant name: 

Or aeiact one or more below: 
| All cuisines 

Alt areas 

• Show me critic picks 
m 

Houston Chronicle 
chron.com/dining 

Daniel Horowitz uses chron.com/dining 
to get new ideas on where to take his 
girlfriend Kimberly Baughman. 

mailto:taichi@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.pphouston.org
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Administration censors Backpage 
In a bold move insp i red by 

t h e F e d e r a l C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission's recent action against 
Clear Channel Communica t ions 
Inc., t he admin i s t r a t ion unani-
mously decided yesterday to cen-
sor the Backpage more stringently 
from now on. 

"It's something that we have 
been looking to do for many years 
now," Vice President for Student 
Affairs Zenaido C a m a c h o said. 
"There haven't been any problems, 
but we've decided to take preventa-
tive measures ... just in case." 

Experts say the administration 
is l ook ing to c a s h in a t t h e 
Backpage's expense. Clear Chan-
nel was r e c e n t l y f ined nea r ly 
$800,000 by the FCC for indecent 
material that was aired last year, 
and the administration hopes to 
collect similar revenue by fining 
the Backpage. 

"It's a tight budget year," Associ-
ate Vice President for Finance and 
Administration Neill Binford said. 
"So we decided to fine the [exple-
t ive] ou t of t h e [ e x p l e t i v e ] 
Backpage. It's t ime those kids gave 
something back to the Rice com-
munity, those greedy [expletive]." 

7 just saidp***s 
because the Backpage 
can't write p***s 
anymore.' 

— Malcolm Gillis 
President 

P r e s i d e n t Ma lco lm 
Gillis said when asked to give his 
thoughts on the decision. "I just 
said p***s because the Backpage 
can't write p***s anymore. Take 
that, you [expletive]." 

"You'll still get the same enjoy-
ment out of the new Backpage," 
77jres/ierco-EditorinChiefJonathan 
Yardley said, "But with a few modi-
fications. Gone are the days where 
they'll show pictures of [censored] 

or make fun of Gillis' [censored] or 
even saying [censored]." 

"At least we don't have to [exple-
tive] change what we [expletive] 
put in the [expletive] misclass," 
Backpage co-editor Danny Blanco 
said. "If we couldn't use quotes 
like, ' [edited for content], ' then that 
would [expletive]. We'd just be 
able to print dumb quotes like, 'I 
am a moose. ' I mean, what the 
[expletive]?" 

T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n e l e c t e d 
Binford chairman of the Backpage 
Censorship Committee, or BCC, 
since it felt that he 's taken a lot of 
[explicative] from the Backpage 
over the last couple of years. 

"It 's our little way of saying 
[expletive] you for years of harass-
ment," Binford said with a sinister 
smile. "I am definitely going to have 
fun with this." 

"We want the Backpage to con-
tinue with good, clean, family top-
ics like the Apocalypse and Mad 

Libs," Dr. Camacho said. "I mean, 
come on, who doesn't like a good 
clean Mad Lib?" 

'Its our little way of 
saying [expletive] you.' 

— Neill Binford 
Associate Vice President for 
Administration and Finance 

Blanco said he is having trouble 
coping with the change. "I hole my-
self up in my room and say all the 
curse words I know over and over 
again. It gets it out of my system 
b e f o r e I h a v e to go w r i t e 
some [expletive] family-friendly 
B a c k p a g e . A f a m i l y - f r i e n d l y 
Backpage! What the [expletive] is 
that about?!" 

• . 

Misclass 
"No, you don't order a pie and 
a side of ass sex." 
—Jones senior 

T m trying to figure out whether 
you're an alcoholic or a slut," 
— Anonymous Will Rice 
master 

"I love NYPD Blue, they 
introduced ass cracks to 
television." 
—Anonymous PSYC 332prof 

"You know, I wish I were 
bisexual, just so I could give 
him the fright of his life." 

~ Jones senior 

"When I was a little girl, I 
always used to be afraid of 
being the next Virgin Mary." 
"Thatd be a great story to 
scare the kids — "you too could 
be inseminated by God!'" 
—Anonymous Rice Philhar-

monics 

"Lefs face i t Without porno-
graphic videos, there would 
be no demand for high-
definition TV." 
— BlOE grad student 

'You know everyone has an 
Asian fetish." 

—Jones sophomore 

"Do we have off this Friday?" 
"Why would we?" 
"Because it's Good Friday." 
"Nope. It's not good for us." 
— Two Jones sophomores 

"Apparently drinking yourself 
into oblivion doesn't help you 
get over a girL" 

— Brown freshman 

"I'm sorry. My brain stopped." 
— Lovett junior 

"If paying for sex is not 
creating jobs, the theory of 
economics is flawed." 

— BlOE grad student 

"I can't wait to be a whore." 
—Anonymous Rice rower 

"One time, I was bored, and I 
shaved my balls, but I didn't go 
around showing people." 
— Mattel male freshman 

"Speaking of burns, what about 
the burn your sister has when 
she pees? Yeah, I gave it to 
her." 

— Hanszen sophomore 

Misclass is uncensored, 
unscripted, and toally real. 
Kind of like that MTV reality 
show, but not fake. "Reality" 
TV. ha. backpage@rice.edu. 

BOB THE AMAZING PHOTOGRAPHER DUDE 

This image would have been amusing, but the administration has decided 
to start censoring the Backpage. Woe to ye who would be entertained! 

HEY YOU! 
Do you constantly read the 

Backpage thinking you could 
do better? Do you always have 
to bum money off your friends 
because you are more bank-
rupt than Mike Tyson? If you 
said yes (or even no) to any of 
these questions, e-mailusabout 
being next year's Backpage 
Editor. We know we aren't the 
funniest people on campus. 

Just to keep you up to date 
as to what you can expect from 
us from now on, here is a list 
of words that we are still 
allowed to use: 

Dog. cat. Rice, president, 
Misclass, words with more 
than five syl lables . Mark 
Berenson, syzygy, Willy (only 
when talking about William 
Rice), Thresher. 

Censored 

The "UConn? Man, their baseball team SUCKS" Classifieds 
HOUSING 

CONDO 1-1S. Braeswood off S. Main, 
all appliances and washer/dryer, high 
ceiling, balcony, extra storage area, 
covered parking, keying entrance, pool 
and supermarket. $675 plus equal de-
posit. Call (713) 779-6209. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Bike to Rice. 
Updated one- and two-bedroom 
apts. with hardwood floors and cen-
tral air. One-bedroom apts. at 1301 
Richmond from $535 and two-bed-
room apts. at 1301 Richmond from 
$685. Please call Andover Apart-
ments at (713) 524-3344. 
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LIVE IN/OUT female house sitter 
to work in a Christian home. Non-
smoker. Flexible hours. Up to $875 
per month (713) 647-0501 or 
lmiller7@houston.rr.com. 

WEST U ELEGANT gated condo for 
sale, minutes from Rice University. 
New hardwood floor, Berber carpet, 
granite counter top, Jacuzzi tub, dish-
washer and sink. Two-bed, two-bath, 
1,300 square feet. $ 158,000. Please call 
(713) 870-6568. 

FEMALE ROOMMATE wanted ASAP 
to share 2-bedroom apt. in the 
Montrose area. Contact Jennifer at 
onedimple@hotmail.com. 

HELP WANTED 

MARKETING/WEB MASTER position: 
Collins Architects & Construction Co. 
seeks an individual to support an archi-
tecture, construction, real estate and 
product development firm. This job is 
ideal for a self-starter with serious inter-
est in marketing or graphics. 
rcollins@collinsarchitects.com. 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: Team 
leader part-time; Pasadena area: com-
munication skills; education/art majors; 
liaison between parents/staff/coordina-
tor; administrative work; bilingual (En-
glish/Spanish) preferred; fax/e-mail 
resume/cover letter. (713) 473-6777 or 
christy@reachoutpasadena. org. 

EARN EXTRA MONEY! Sales per-
son needed in Houston's downtown 
and midtown area. No telemarketing. 
Flexible hours. Training will be pro-
vided. F2arn 20 percent commission 
on all sales. Contact: (281) 798-2009 
or advertise@tunnelquest.com 

PUBLISHING COMPANY in Rice 
Village is looking for an assistant to 
work on a variety of tasks. Flexible 
schedule: 10-20 hours per week. For 
information, contact Michael Barlow 
at mi.Barlow@auckland.ac.nz. 

SUMMER SnTER needed in our Cinco 
Ranch, Katy home for two children ages 7 
and 11. Must be caring, responsible, expe-
rienced, have own transportation and ref-
erences. Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-4:30, 
flexible. Contact Debbie at (281) 395-1404. 

MONTFXSSORI SCHOOLnear Museum 
Area needs substitutes and assistants. 
Childcare experience preferred. Ideal 
for students needing flexible schedules. 
Full-time summer employment avail-
able. Contact Karrie at (713) 520-0738. 

STUDENT ASSISTANT. Job title: student 
assistant Location: Earth Science. Job start 
date: as soon as possible. Summer office 
assistant for Earth Science department. 
General office duties, run errands on cam-
pus. Proficiency using MS Office software 
required. Call (713) 348-4880 for more 
information. 

HIRING: MANAGIvR for tutoring com-
pany. Looking for Rice student to man-
age accounts, hire tutors. Gain experi-
ence with management/marketing/ 
sales. Excellent pay. For more infor-
mation, e-mail hr@univenitytutor. com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CHEAP TRANSPORTATION — for 
sale: 2003 Geely scooter, 50 cc. en-
gine, light blue. Needs minor re-
pair. $200 or best offer. Will include 
helmet and other accessories. Call 
(832) 489-2725 or send e-mail to 
pollyd@rice. edu. 

FULL ORTHOPEDIC MATTRESS 
set with frame. Packaged, never used, 
with warranty. Can deliver. $160. 
(832) 541-7580. 

FULL PILLOWTOP MATTRESS set 
with frame. Brand new in plastic, 
with warranty. Can deliver. $130. 
(832) 541-7580. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT > 
1100/ACT > 24/GPA > 3.0/ages 19-29. 
Nonsmokers. All races needed, espe-
cially Asian. Must have transportation. 
Inquire at info@eggdonorcenter.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as fo l lows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $ 1 5 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $ 3 0 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
priorto Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone:(713)348-3967 
Fax: (713)348-5238 
The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for any 
reason and does not take re-
sponsibility for t h e fac tua l con-

tent of any ad. 
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