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Year-old Faculty Council athletics report released 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHKR EDITORIAL STAKK 

T h e Faculty Council report on 
the Rice athletics program was re-
leased to the public Tuesday . T h e 
report , which has been available to 
the faculty since summer , add re s se s 
topics ranging from the cost of ath-
letics to the admiss ions process for 
student-athletes. 

T h e report was researched and 
written last 3 ear by the Faculty Coun-
cil Subcommit tee on Athletics and is 
more than 300 pages long. It was 
originally presented to Faculty Coun-
cil and Pres ident Malcolm Gillis in 
March 2003, and it was discussed by 
the faculty at-large at two faculty 
meet ings in the fall. 

Access to the report was origi-
nally limited to faculty m e m b e r s due 
to conce rns that it contained infor-
mation protected by the Federal 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act. 
Before releasing the report , the sub-
commit tee consulted with the Rice 

General Counsel, who de te rmined 
that most of the information in it 
could be released. T h e public ver-
sion of the report has been edited 
slightly to remove confidential infor-
mation, as r e c o m m e n d e d by the 
General Counsel . 

A c a d e m i c S h e l t e r s 
One of the most controversial sug-

gest ions made by the report is that 
some academic depar tments may 
function as shelters for student-ath-
letes, who, the report states, tend to 
be weaker s tudents than nonathletes. 

"Are the cos t s of special aca-
demic p r o g r a m s crea ted primari ly 
to a c c o m m o d a t e the n e e d s of aca-
d e m i c a l l y u n p r e p a r e d a t h l e t e s 
worth the benefi ts?" the report a s k s 
in its introduct ion. 

The report states that a large nu m-
ber of s tudent-athletes choose to ma-
jor in kinesiology, economics and 
managerial studies. It p resen ts data 
on the majors declared by s tudent-
athletes as of Spring 2002 — includ-

ing mult iple ma jo r s dec lared by 
s o m e student-athletes. As of Spring 
2002, of the 308 total majors declared 
by student-athletes, 29 percent were 
in kinesiology, 17 percent in eco-
nomics and 17 percent in manage-
rial s tudies, which is only offered as 
a second major. 

The report states that the commit-
tee "did not try to determine if these 
programs, departments, or courses 
within departments , were shelters." 

Kinesiology Chair Bruce Etnyre 
said he was upset by the repor t ' s 
impl ica t ion tha t the Kinesiology 
Depa r tmen t serves as a shel ter . 

"They alleged some type of con-
spiracy that we're passing s tuden t s 
who aren ' t earning their g rades , and 
that ' s just not true," Etnyre said. "If 
we ' re supposed to be a shel ter for 
a thletes , no one — not the adminis-
tration, not the faculty, not the ath-
letic depar tment — has ever told us 
that we ' re a shelter ." 

Etnyre said student-athletes ' in-
terest in spor ts explains their high 

concentrat ion in the Kinesiology De-
par tment . 

"These are s tudents who've been 
in athletics all their lives, and they 
look for a major at Rice that they ' re 
interested in, as any s tudent does," 
Etnyre said. ' T h e y see that we have 
sports-related academic courses, and 
they ' re drawn to it." 

Economics Chair Peter Hartley 
also rejected claims that his depart-
ment is a shel ter , at tr ibuting the high 
percen tage of s tudent-a thle tes ma-
jor ing in economics to their interest 
in prebusiness- type courses . 

However , Hartley said econom-
ics professors and courses have been 
affected by the presence of Division 
IA athlet ics at Rice. 

" T h e r e ' s a t e n d e n c y to he lp 
w e a k e r s t u d e n t s u n d e r s t a n d the 
material , which r educes the depth 
and bread th of what you can cover," 
Hartley said. "Our job would be 
m a d e eas ie r — and all economics 
s tuden t s migh t get m o r e out of our 
c lasses — if we were able to elimi-

na te the weakes t tail of t h e incom-
ing s tuden ts . " 

At the Nov. 11 faculty meeting, 
Faculty Council Subcommit tee on 
Athletics Chair Chandler Davidson 
made a prepared statement regarding 
the report 's suggestion that some de-
par tments may be academic shelters. 
Davidson, a sociology professor who 
retired last year, said the report lacked 
evidence to support that suggestion. 

"In spite of various caveats and 
what I had taken to be a tentative-
ness in the section of the report in 
quest ion, the implication was there , 
and moreover , the report did not 
have the evidence to support such 
an implication," Davidson said. 

In a cover letter he at tached to 
the report when it was released to 
the faculty, Gillis also noted that the 
claim was unsupported. 

"One would expect such a state-
ment to be supported by data indi-
cating that these majors do in fact 
have a h igher average course g rade 

See REPORT, Page 7 
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O'doyle Rules! 
A member of the physics team fires a ball across the court at the civil engineering 

department team during an inter-departmental dodgeball match. The civil engineering team 

shut out the physists 3-0. 

Buckyballs may be harmful 
Nobel Prize, winning discovery found to damage fish brains 

bv Ian Everhar t 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Buckyballs — the super-tiny, soccer-ball-
shaped form of carbon discovered by Ricechem-
ists Rick Smalley and Robert Curl — may have 
toxic properties, according to a preliminary study 
conducted by Southern Methodist University 
researchers. Smalley and Curl won the 1996 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry for the discovery. 

T h e study, led by SMU's Eva Oberdors t e r , 
found that exposure to buckyballs caused brain 
damage in fish. Among the la rgemouth bass 
in the exper iment , many suffered a break-
down in fatty t issue in their brains within 48 
h o u r s of being exposed to the materials . T h e 
breakdown occurred 17 t imes more frequently 
in the fish exposed to the buckyballs than it 
did in a control g roup of fish, but none died in 
the exper iment , and the re was no detectable 
change in the behavior of the fish. 

Oberdors te r . an environmental toxicolo-
gist, told the Houston Chronicle Monday more 
research is needed , and the resul ts of one 
s tudy should not discount all nanotechnology 
research . 

"I want to emphas ize that the benef i ts of 
nanotech are great , and we definitely should 
not put the b rakes on positive nanotechnology 
research ," she said. "But at the same time, we 

Three colleges announce 
four new resident associates 

by Brooke Lathram 
THRESHER STAFF 

need to be doing toxicology studies. Just along-
side the traditional research , we should also 
look at some of these side effects. I his is the 
first indication there might be s o m e problem 
in environmental species." 

Kristen Kulinowski, executive director of 
Rice's Center for Biological and Environmen-
tal Nanotechnology, said toxicology research 
is important but the study is preliminary and 
ought to be recognized as such. 

"It really is not appropriate to commen t on 
work that hasn ' t gone th rough the r igorous 
peer review process," she said. "We're reluc-
tant to talk about work before it's been peer-
reviewed." 

Oberdors te r ha s submit ted h e r s tudy to a 
research journal, but it has not yet been ac-
cepted, the Chronicle article stated 

CBEN has a National Science Foundation-
funded research cen te r and g ran t s to study 
the interaction between nanomater ia l s and 
species in water over a five- to 10-year period. 
It is the only federally funded p rogram for 
research on the environmenta l and health 
aspects of nanotechnology in the nation. 

Kulinowski said the research at Rice, which 
focuses on lower-level organisms, will not be 
affected by Oberdor s t e r study. 

Buckyballs from CBEN were used in the 
See TOXIC, Page 11 

J o n e s , Mar t e l and Will Rice Co l l eges all 
a n n o u n c e d n e w r e s i d e n t a s s o c i a t e s t h i s 
week . Bake r Col lege p lans to a n n o u n c e its 
se lec t ion soon . 

Scott Wray, ass is tan t d i rec tor of Recre-
ation Program, and Bridget Gorman , a sociol-
ogy professor , are the new J o n e s RAs. Brian 
Gibson, a kinesiology professor , and his wife 
A lana L e m a y - G i b s o n — c u r r e n t l y Sid 
Richardson College RAs — are the new Martel 
RAs. Randy Stevenson, a political sc ience pro-
fessor, and his par tner Rick Gritz are the new 
Will Rice RAs. 

Five RA s e a r c h e s took place th is semes te r , 
an unusually high n u m b e r . 

Rachel Whi tmi re , J o n e s RA sea rch com-
mittee chair, said the search commit tee chai rs 
worked with Vice P res iden t for S tuden t Af-
fairs Zenaido C a m a c h o to m a k e su re the 
select ion p r o c e s s e s went smooth ly . 

"It was all four of us working together ," 
Whi tmire said. "We had weekly mee t ings with 
Camacho and m a d e sure that we weren' t con-
flicting with any of the o the r colleges. We had 
to make sure that everyone was working to-
gether ." 

Whitmire, a J o n e s junior, said Wray and 
Gorman were the best pair of RAs for the 
college. 

"They were the best fit for the college, 
Whitmire said. "We really connected with 

them. W h e n we realized that we n e e d e d to 
choose two candidates , we decided we needed 
to pick the bes t pairing." 

T h e J o n e s s ea r ch commi t t ee originally 
planned to select one RA, but J o n e s RAs Wil-
liam and Rina Williams res igned while t h e 
search for the o ther position was already un-
derway, so the commi t tee chose two new RAs. 

Gorman said she is excited about becom-
ing an RA at Jones . 

"The s t u d e n t s b r o u g h t m e f lowers and 
ba l loons ," G o r m a n said. "It was incred ib ly 
swee t . I wouldn ' t have d o n e th is if I weren ' t 
look ing fo rward to s p e n d i n g m o r e t ime with 
s t u d e n t s . " 

Martel RA Search C o m m i t t e e co-Chair 
Mark Berenson said the fact that so m a n y 
colleges were looking for RAs at the s a m e 
time seemed to inc rease the applicant pool. 

"I)r. Camacho did a wonderful job mak ing 
sure all the s ea r ches stayed on the s ame page," 
Berenson, a fo rmer Thresher edi tor in chief, 
said. "When it finally came down to making 
the choices , he m a d e sure that all the coordi-
nation worked out. Of all the RA sea rches I've 
been involved in over the years, this was by far 
the deepes t pool of candidates ." 

Berenson, a senior, said the Martel commit-
tee was looking for an RAwho would stay at the 
college for several years because Martel has 
lost two RAs since its founding three years ago. 

"Based on our previous exper ience with 
RAs, we were really looking for stability," 

See RAs. Page 9 

INSIDE 

Applications, applications! 
Applications for undergradua te repre-

sentative posi t ions on university stand-
ing commi t tees are due I uesday at noon 
at the SA office. T h e applications are 
available at the SA office or online at 
http://sa.rice.edu. Now's your chance to 
get involved. 

Daylight-saving time 
Don't forget to set your clocks tor-

ward one h o u r a f t e r r e t u r n i n g f rom 
Bacchanalia on Sunday at 2 a.m. for the 
start of daylight-saving time. Don't worry, 
you still get four hour s of toga-wearing 
fun, just one hour less of precious sleep 

OPINION Page 3 
Fro athletes: the role models from hell 

A&E Page 15 
A new day dawns for the zombies 

Friday 
Mostly sunny. 82-68 degrees 
Saturday 

Baseball 
Houston 3, Rice 8 

Scoreboard 

Baseball 
Houston 3. Rice 8 
Fresno State 2, Rice 7 
Fresno State 5, Rice 6 
Women's tennis 
TCU 6, Rice 1 

SPORTS Page 18 
Track takes next test at Texas Relays 

Quote of the Week 
"We went in there, and we did not want to 
lose. We were going to fight. They were going 
to have to carry us out of there." 
— Men's tennis player William Barker, on the 
team's attitude going into its match against 
Texas Christian University on March 25. The 
team beat the l l th-ranked Horned Frogs 4-3. 
See Story, Page 18. 

Friday 
Mostly sunny. 82-68 degrees 
Saturday 
Thunderstorms, 76-62 degrees 
Sunday 
Scattered t-storms, 78-61 degrees 

http://sa.rice.edu
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Take faculty athletic 
report for what it is 

We are happy that The Report on Athletics at Rice, completed by 
the Faculty Council Subcommittee on Athletics, was finally re-
leased to the entire student body, containing all the information 
that the Office of the General Council agreed could legally be 
released. It is only right that the students — as members of the 
academic community who support athletics — have access to this 
important information. 

This report brings many facts to light regarding the academic 
qualifications and performance of scholarship student-athletes. 
While it is sure to generate controversy, it is important to keep in 
mind that the report is a study of varsity athletics at Rice from the 
perspective of some faculty, not the entire university. In addition, 
it was commissioned last May, before Rice's 2005 move to Confer-
ence USA was announced. 

A report by consulting firm McKinsey & Company, commis-
sioned by the Board of Trustees, is due out in early May. We 
hope that this outside report, representing a broader investiga-
tion of varsity athletics, will evaluate the state of Rice athletics 
in a more complete context. We urge that it be made public 
quickly — unlike the faculty report, which suffered a multi-
month delay. 

We acknowledge the need for a study of athletics and hope any 
problems will be fully investigated and addressed. 

At the same time, however, we support student-athletes as 
members of the Rice community. It is important to remember 
that any structural faults in the athletic program are not the fault 
of student-athletes as students or as individuals. The report 
should herald the beginning of a dialogue — not the alienation 
of fellow students. 

Position will allow focus 
on environmental issues -
We are intrigued by the Board of Trustees' adoption of a new 

environmental policy. (See Story, Page 8.) Environmental issues 
will only become more important as time goes on, and it is good to 
know the leadership of the university is concerned with these 
issues — as we all should be. 

In particular, we are pleased that the Board may create the 
position of Sustainability Coordinator, who would report to Vice 
President for Finance and Administration Dean Currie, and we hope 
the funding for this position is approved. When we complain about 
environmental issues on campus, we are usually criticizing the 
actions of a person or department not paid solely to consider such 
concerns — or we might criticize students, most of whom are not 
paid to protect the environment either. 

On the other hand, an employee paid to work with issues of 
environmental sustainability will have the incentive needed to de-
tect, publicize and solve environmental problems on campus. 

The desire expressed by the Board to more fully integrate envi-
ronmental issues into Rice academics is also encouraging. We are 
looking forward to more classes in many disciplines.that touch on 
these issues. 

Faculty needs facts to 
justify calendar change 
The members of the faculty- should have gotten their facts straight 

before thev aligned Rice's 2006 Spring Recess with that of the 
Houston Independent School District ("Breaks change for desired 
HISD alignment," March 26). 

We find it hard to believe that a significant portion of faculty 
would be positively affected by such a move. The proportion of 
faculty who have school-aged children in HISD — not older chil-
dren or children in private schools — is surely not as high as 
50 percent, an estimate President Malcolm Gillis made at a recent 
University Council meeting. 

Faculty without school-aged children in HISD and most stu-
dents will be disadvantaged by the change; they will face a stretch 
of eight consecutive five-day weeks — the longest we have had to 
endure in many years. 

The faculty should have acquired accurate data on how many 
professors actually have school-aged children in HISD before 
they finalized their decision. Since they did not, we now hope they 
will reconsider. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

After 11 months of Keep-Away, Rice students and staff may view 
the Subcommittee's Report on athletics. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Registrar, Cashier fail 
to coordinate functions 
To the editor: 

1 am writing to express my disap-
pointment in the way the Registrar 's 
Office and the Cashier 's Office have 
failed to coordinate. 

Monday a f t e rnoon , just a f t e r 
3 p.m., I submitted a request for an 
official academic transcript, which 
incurred a cost of $7. To pay. 1 was 
required to obtain a receipt from the 
Cashier 's Office and then present it 
to the Registrar 's Office — on the 
other side of the same floor in the 
same building. 

Of course , as the t ime was after 
3 p.m., the Cashier 's office had duti-
fully closed, and 1 was then required 
to take another trip to the Allen Cen-
ter for Business Activities. 

Overall, this particular hassle is 
a trivial one, but 1 believe it signifies 
a major deficiency involving these 
depar tments . 

Th is universi ty s e e m s to have a 
policy that allows my s tuden t ac-
count to be cha rged for nearly any-
th ing at a whim: lab pr int ing cos t s , 
pa rk ing fees , blanket taxes, t e t r a 
points and a mul t i tude of o t h e r 
c h a r g e s that have no direct con-
nect ion to my tuition. In fact, t he 
Rice University Police Depa r tmen t 
finds a way to c h a r g e an extra $5 
on every ticket — falsely c la iming 
they need the money — just in 
case I don't walk over to the Allen 
Cen te r to pay my fine within t h e 
f ive b u s i n e s s d a y s t ha t s u i t s 
t hem — even though a longer de-
lay would incur no addit ional cost 
on the i r part and it in no way af-
fec ts the i r eventual payment , as I 
would be re fused the "privilege" of 
regis t ra t ion , should I default . 

Hie re is every evidence that Rice 
has the ability to charge fees to my 
account. Therefore, I think it quite 
absurd that when 1 actually want to 
charge to my account a $7 fee for an 

academic transcript, I am told by 
the Regist rar that there are no means 
to do so. 

William K. Price 
Martel senior 

Spain did well to oust 
ineffective government 
To the editor: 

The terror bombings in Madrid 
illustrate one of the most dangerous 
threats facing the world today. This 
danger is not terrorism. Instead, the 
most harrowing aspect of the bomb-
ings is the interpretation many Ameri-
cans believe: that the Spanish election 
results constitute appeasement. The 
defeat of the ruling party in Spain had 
little to do with capitulation to al Qaeda. 

The Spaniards who voted for the 
Partido Socialista Obrero Espatiol 
want to fight terrorism in an intelli-
gent and effective manner . While 
the socialist party does not support 
the war in Iraq, American critics 
have failed to recognize that many 
Spanish perceive Iraq to be unre-
lated to the kind of terror that s t ruck 
last w e e k . O v e r t h r o w i n g t h e 
government of Saddam Hussein did 
not make Spain any safer, and it 
distracted the world from the orga-
nization that would eventually kill 
over 200 innocent Spanish citizens. 

Also, according to opinion polls, 
90 percent of Spaniards have op-
posed the war in Iraq since it began. 

T h e real question that should be 
asked is why the Spanish govern-
ment turned its back on overwhelm-
ing public opinion and joined the war. 

Interpreting the election as an 
ai Qaeda-inspired surpr ise victory is 
very specious reasoning. Just be-
cause the popular party was leading 
by a few poll points does not mean it 
had s o m e sort of ove rwhe lming 
p o p u l a r m a n d a t e b e f o r e t h e 
terrorist attacks. T h e lesson that 
Americans should take away from 

the Spanish election is that govern-
ment s that support hugely unpopu-
lar wars and ignore a tangible threat 
to securi ty cannot win reelection. 

Moreover, the Bush administration 
should use this tragedy to strengthen 
bonds, not weaken them. The admin-
istration needs to stress that destruc-
tive acts of terror are not limited to the 
United States and that all nations must 
work together to stop destructive, radi-
cal groups like al Qaeda. 

Steve Pattyn 
Jones junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
m L e t t e r s to t h e e d i t o r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice.edu. 
Let te rs mus t be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All let ters to the editor 
must be s igned and include a 
p h o n e number . 
• L e t t e r s s h o u l d b e no 
l o n g e r than 250 w o r d s in 
length. The Thresherrcserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
m Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the 'Ihresherat (713) 3484801. 

Subscribing 
m Annual subscr ipt ions are 
available for $50 domest ic and 
$105 internat ional via first 
c lass mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
c l a s s i f i ed a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 
Please contact the Thresher 
for more information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Ascendo tuum 

Passion unable to escape religious roots 
The following is the third and 

final column in a series on The 
Passion of the Christ. 

Friday night's options 
were 50 First Dates, Con-
fessions of a Teenage 
Drama Queen and The 
Passion of the Christ. 
Thinking to myself, "What 
would Jesus do?" I bought 
tickets to The Passion. 

After sorting out my 
own thoughts on it, bur-
ied beneath the barrage of 
media opinion and both 
religious criticism and 
adoration, I found that I 
genuinely enjoyed the 
film. But the reactions of other view-
ers were what caught my attention, 
as I began to realize that many people 
had a real conviction about the death 
of Christ. It is this conviction which 
Mel Gibson draws upon, and in the 
end, it is this conviction that limits 
the film's ability to be meaningful to 
a non-Christian viewer. 

Gibson's choice of the Aramaic 
and Latin languages was a spectacu-
lar touch, but an inaccurate one. Most 
eastern Roman legionarii of that time 
spoke Greek, as did many Jews living 
in Palestine. The Septuagint — the 
Greek translation of the Jewish scrip-
ture —was created just a few hundred 
years earlier, because much of the 
Jewish population, now Greek-speak-
ing, could no longer understand the 
Hebrew and Aramaic texts. 

Criticism has fallen upon Gibson's 
both liberal and strict adherence to 
partsofthe Gospels. However, itisthe 
Gospels themselves which warrant 
most of the criticism. Of the canoni-
cal, "divinely-inspired" books not 

John 
Donaleski 

purged from the Bible, we are left with 
four texts written 40 or more years 
after the crucifixion which they 
depict. Regardless of their historical 

accuracy, these books be-
tray a facet of modern 
Christianity that many fail 
to acknowledge. 

Their message, written 
in Greek, is a tale of Christ 
in which his identity as 
the Messiah is crafted 
meticulously by signs, a 
constructed lineage, a mi-
raculous conception and 
a divine ascension. Their 
audience was a Hellenized 
Jewish youth in a Greek-
speaking, and in many 

ways thinking, eastern Mediterra-
nean region. 

The Gospels, written after the 
Hellenization of many Jewish com-
munities, resemble the Hellenistic 
tradition of cult followings which 
sprung up around nearly every 
leader who rescued a people from 
the dominion of another power, from 
the third century B.C.E. and beyond 
(for example, Alexander the Great, 
Ptolemy II and Caesar Augustus). 

The Christian savior cult is propa-
gated by the works of Matthew, Mark, 
Ijjke and John, which tell of events 
feeding more upon Greek mythical 
historiography, Indian spirituality and 
posthumous divinity than upon the 
foundations of Moses and Abraham. 

The cult aspect continues in parts 
of Christianity today, as more impor-
tance is placed on worshipping Christ 
and accepting Jesus as a personal sav-
ior (the Greek term for "savior" in the 
original Biblical text was the tell-tale 
sign of a cult following in the Helle-
nized East) than is placed on study of 

the teachings and adherence to prin-
ciples of self-control, compassion and 
unrequited forgiveness. Christ then 
is not a symbol, in such a system, of a 
more fulfilling way of life, but an icon 
to which adherents must surrender 
and worship. 

Such an outlook is apparent in 
Gibson's movie, as it focuses on Christ's 
personal experience, expecting us to 
connect with Christ emotionally rather 
than understand his teachings. 

Pat Hastings praises the "twenty 
glorious seconds of the resurrection" 
at the close of Gibson's film ("Gibson's 
Passion: Great story, magnificent tell-
ing," Mar. 19). On the other hand, I find 
that this segment damns the movie to 
the halls of orthodox belief rather than 
elevating it to the realm of contempla-
tive art to which it might have risen. 

With the inclusion of the resur-
rection sequence, we are forced to 
deal with the exclusively Christian 
notion of Jesus' divinity. Jesus is no 
longer a symbol for human suffer-
ing and human endurance, but a 
purely Christian Messiah that alien-
ates a non-Christian audience. 

This film caters to a demographic 
entrenched in its belief system and 
leaves viewers little room for philo-
sophical discourse of the kind that has 
launched Christian theology to new 
heights in the past 

At its core, no matter how emo-
tional or graphic it might be, it is still 
just a movie. As both a film by a great 
director and as an affirmation of faith. 
The Passion of the Christ finds a well-
deserved place within American cin-
ema. But while the movie achieves its 
goal, it falls far short of its potential. 

John Donaleski is a Brown College 
sophomore and cartoonist. 

Guest column 

U.S. youth deserve more from pro athletes 

Rohit 
Padmanabhan 

T h e rise of athletics in the United 
States has brought with it the 
waning of parental responsibility; 
athletes today have a growing effect 
on our society, whether 
they realize it or not. 
Athletes are placed on a 
plateau well above all 
other "normal" members 
of society, and the level 
of stardom given to ath-
letes by today's youth is 
immeasurable. 

Consequent ly , the 
actions of athletes di-
rectly impact both the 
mindset and actions of 
our society. It is then, in 
some sense, the athlete's given so-
cietal duty to act responsibly and 
ensure that tomorrow's leaders 
look up to the greatest examples 
of morality. 

Some athletes, such as former 
San Antonio Spurs center David 
Robinson, do set a positive moral 
example. He was named among the 
NBAs top 50 players of all time for 
his incredible on-court skills. Off 
the court, he has many interests and 
talents that make him a great role 
model. After being drafted by the 
NBA, he first took two seasons off to 
serve his required duty in the 
U.S. Navy. He has a background in 
classical concert piano and plays 
the jazz saxophone masterfully. He 
said if he had not played basketball, 
he would probably have been a sci-
entist or a musician. 

It is a shame to say, but it seems 
as though athletes such as Robinson 
are all too rare. 

Categorizing the actions ol all ath-
letes as immoral may be stereotypi-
cal, but this stereotype is sadly be-
coming more and more realistic in 
nature. I hough this trend has been 
apparent for years, it has recently 
come into the limelight with a series 
of events that have left athletes in the 
proverbial doghouse. 

Kobe Bryant, one of basketball's 
brightest and most popular stars, is 
currently accused of felony sexual 

assault charges after allegedly raping 
a 19-year-old hotel worker in 
Eagle County, Colo. Whether or not 
he raped the girl, Bryant admitted to 

having sex with her in his 
hotel room, despite being 
married. 

Possibly more shock-
ing was that Michael 
Jordan, the grea tes t 
player in NBA history, 
paid women to conceal the 
affairs he had while mar-
ried so as not to tarnish 
his formerly impeccable 
reputation. 

Would-be Hall of Fame 
baseball player Pete Rose, 

after years of public denial, recently 
admitted to gambling illegally on base-
ball in hopes of receiving a future bid 
into Cooperstown. 

In the past few years, several 
baseball players have confessed to 
using and witnessing the use of 
p e r f o r m a n c e - e n h a n c i n g sub-
stances such as steroids, which 
have long been banned by Major 
League Baseball. Prominent play-
ers such as Ken Caminiti, Jose 
Canseco and Barry Bonds have 
been involved in this scandal, 
which has resulted in a full-scale 
investigation of the league. 

Many professional athletes for-
get that without fans, professional 
sports would not exist. Pros would 
get no recognition — and no sal-
ary — if not for their respective fan 
bases. Still, many athletes insist on 
holding out, asking for larger 
contracts and going on players' as-
sociation strikes. They have forgot-
ten how to play for the love of the 
game — assuming they did so in 
the first place. 

Such immorality and greed have 
caused a decline in the popularity 
of some sports. Major League Base-
ball, formerly the basis for 
America's pastime, witnessed a 
stark decrease in popularity after a 
strike by the players' association 
over money. The NBA suffered a 
similar blow recently, as several 

big-name players, such as Patrick 
Ewing, spearheaded a strike in an 
effort to protect their salaries. 

Perhaps it is no one's place to 
criticize, and it is true that many 
accusations lack merit, initiated pri-
marily for publicity purposes. But in 
general, athletes today have forgot-
ten their roles in society; they con-
tinue to break the law and behave 
immorally, simply because they have 
clout — the same clout which allows 
them to be acquitted scratch-free. 
With the amount of admiration our 
youth shows athletes today, it is pain-
ful to contemplate the moral values 
of tomorrow. 

Rohit Padmanabhan is a 
Richardson College sophomore. 

Sid 

Guest column 

Diversity at Rice should 
be more than skin deep 
On the surface, Rice appears to 
be a diverse campus. We can all say 
that we know a person of this par-
ticular race or that specific ethnicity. 
We can say that we have 
attended an ADVANCE 
meeting or a cultural 
organization's annual 
show. On Sept. 19,1997, 
Rice adopted a commit-
ment to cultural inclu-
siveness. University offi-
cials recognized their 
"educational responsibil-
ity to prepare students to 
live, work, serve and lead 
in our increasingly di-
verse society." 

But what do all these 
things mean if our actions and 
overall way of thinking demon-
strate a lack of understanding and 
respect for all ethnic and cultural 
groups at Rice? This institution 
may be proud of its commitment 
to diversity, but students at Rice 
are not completely doing their 
utmost to create an atmosphere of 
cultural inclusiveness. 

I am always afraid that I am 
being hypersensitive, so I tend to 
let the little things that happen on 
campus go by without addressing 
them, adhering to the principle that 
you do not make a mountain out of 
a molehill. But all of those mole-
hills combine to form an enormous 
mountain. The small, isolated 
incidences of disrespect towards 
cultural organizations and diverse 
individuals at Rice are becoming a 
barrier and preventing Rice from 
achieving an atmosphere of cul-
tural inclusiveness. 

Over the past three weeks, of-
fensive comments about the Black 
Student Association, the Caribbean 
Student Society and the Heritage 
Organization of Latin America have 
been made in announcements on 
three college listservs. Forinstance, 
an advertisement written by a col-
lege secretary for CSS Night, BSA's 
Soul Night, and HOLA's Colores 
latinos stated students should at-
tend these events because "It's not 
ghetto, it's cultural." An advertise-
ment written by a college secretary 
on another listserv for CCS Night 
stated, "Caribbean Student Society 
event—any one else never heard of 
this group? Where do they find these 
people? The Caribbean?" Both 
comments are, at the least, disre-
spectful to these organizations. 

I do not want to mislead anyone 
into thinking that diversity is only a 

Kristin 
Dukes 

racial issue — the barrier prevent-
ing cultural inclusiveness exists on 
all fronts. During the Willy Week 
barbecue, a group of students made 

a chalk outline of a pen-
tagram in front ofWilly's 
statue, lit candles and 
performed a "ritual" to 
bring Willy back to life. 
After they were finished, 
I approached one of the 
students and asked him 
if the ritual they per-
formed was serious, and 
he responded, "No. It 
was all a joke, a prank." 

I asked him how he 
thought Wiccans would 
have felt about his ac-

tions. He gave me a long explana-
tion about how the pentagram is 
not directly related to Wiccan prac-
tices and how he is atheist himself 
and has no religious affiliation. So 
then I inquired about his actions 
from another angle — asking how 
he thought religious people in gen-
eral probably felt about the "ritual" 
and if he thought they might be 
offended. He responded, "I hadn't 
really thought about it. People at 
Rice don't take things so seriously. 
They aren't offended." 

But people sometimes do get 
offended, and Rice students some-
times do take things seriously. 
Many students, like the majority 
of individuals in our society, fail 
to realize or even consider the 
potentially offensive nature of 
their comments and actions un-
less they are personally affected 
by the comments or actions. 

This is not to say that any of the 
incidents that have occurred over 
the last three weeks were committed 
with ill intent or with the purpose of 
offending others. But while harm-
less and even humorous in intent 
each incident chips away at the atmo-
sphere of cultural inclusiveness that 
we are striving to create and main-
tain at Rice. 

I acknowledge that, no matter 
what a person says or does, he or 
she is at risk of offending someone. 
I am not saying we should all stop 
and check a politically-correct list of 
comments and actions before we 
say or do anything. But I would like 
us all to be more aware of our com-
ments and actions. The responsibil-
ity lies with every student to make 
Rice inclusive to all individuals. 

Kristin Dukes is a Martel College 
junior. 
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Take me out to the ball game 
SAFIEH NEMAZEE/THRESHER 

Will Rice college freshnien Ian Sergo and Buck Casson enjoy the food at Tuesday night's pre-game event put on 
the Student-Athlete Committee. 

L e U j 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 
The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
March 23-31. 

Residential Colleges 
Lovett College 

Lovett College 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Academic Buildings 
Fondren Library 

Space Science 
Building 

Other Buildings 
Student Center 

Parking Lots 
West Lot 

West Lot 

North Lot 

West Lot 

March 24 Subject apprehended trying to steal 
a bicycle from a bike rack. The 
individual was arrested for criminal 
trespass and remanded to Harris 
County jail for outstanding out-of-
county warrants. 

March 24 Attempted bicycle theft reported. 

March 30 An individual was reported to have 
crawled up in the ceiling of the 
kitchen area. 

March 30 Two bicycles reported stolen. Both 
were found in the commons area. 

March 23 Wallet reported stolen. 

March 25 Money stolen from a backpack two 
days prior. 

March 25 A graduate student was 
apprehended after vandalizing a stop 
sign at Entrance 13 and found with 
a barbecue grill stolen from Sid 
Richardson College. The individual 
was intoxicated, and the matter was 
referred to University Court. 

March 23 Car burglary reported in Commuter 
Lot 4. 

March 25 Failure to stop and give information 
in a car accident. 

March 30 Car vandalized. 

March 31 Two subjects were arrested for 
driving while intoxicated. Both were 
remanded to Harris County jail. 
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Seniors consider work alternatives 
as hiring improves but remains slow 

by Katherine Corley 
THRESHER STAFF 

As seniors are counting down 
their last three weeks of class at 
Rice, some will choose to avoid the 
weak job market by pursuing pro-
grams like the Peace Corps orTeach 
for America. But for those that chose 
the traditional career route, most 
have found the job market is improv-
ing, but still tough. 

Sid Richardson College senior 
Cathy Hoang, a chemical engineer-
ing major, said she may work for Air 
Liquide, an industrial gas company. 
Hoang said the selectivity of the 
interview process shows that com-
panies are still cautious with their 
recruitment and hiring. 

"It's still a pretty tight market," 
Hoang said. "For the most part, com-
panies are still hiring fewer new folks. 
Also, they are being extremely se-
lective with whom they invite to do 
on-site interviews — they just don't 
have the money to spend bringing in 
people that 'might' be a good fit." 

However, Career Services Direc-
tor Cheryl Matherly said an increase 
in on-campus recruitment this year is 
resulting in a higher number of seri-
ous job offers, a sign that the market 
may be on the upswing. 

"We are seeing more active inter-
est on the part of companies in terms 
of hiring, and we're seeing greater 
numbers of companies coming back 
to campus to recruit," Matherly said. 
'TTiere's more diversity, and the job 
offers are more serious than we've 
seen in the last three years." 

Matherly said despite the slug-
gish economy, most seniors will have 
solid postgraduation plans before 
walking across the sta^e. 

"Rice students are incredibly re-
sourceful," Mathf " !y said. "There 
are very few students who, at gradu-
ation, have absolutely no idea of what 
they're going to do. Instead, in the 
last tew years, if there's any good 
thing out of hi bad economy, it has 
opened up people to think more cre-
atively about their options." 

Some students who found jobs 
said obtaining a position requires 
more than just a resume. Brown Col-
lege senior Kevin Bailey, who will 
be working for BP as an energy 
trader, said making contacts in the 
business world is essential. 

"Finding a job these days is really 
all about networking," Bailey said. "1 
interviewed for my job after meeting 
an exec for BP at a Rice Career 
Services luncheon. I hadn't even 
applied [for the job] yet, and 1 inter-
viewed the same day as the lun-

cheon in jeans and tennis shoes. I 
was called back for a 'Super Satur-
day' event on the BP campus a few 
weeks later." 

Some seniors will be pursuing 
other options rather than battling 
the job market. Jones College senior 
Ashley Rodriguez said she will pur-
sue a Master's degree at the London 
School of Economics. 

"I chose my particular program 
because I didn't feel 'done' with 
school, as in there were still subjects 
and issues I wanted to explore," 
Rodriguez said. "Along with being 
in an exciting area of the world, (LSE ] 
affords you one of the most impor-
tant things in choosing the right path 
in life for you: experience and expo-
sure. It's a good time to explore the 
world and yourself before you settle 
down to a nine-to-five or worse." 

Others see graduate or profes-
sional school as a step toward a 
specific career. Will Rice College 
senior Amanda Hugh said she plans 
to enter law school and eventually 
pursue a dual career as a professor 
and public interest attorney. 

'/ didn't feel "done" with 
school, as in there were 
still subjects and issues I 
wanted to explore.' 

— Ashley Rodriguez 
Jones senior 

"I came to Rice with t he intention 
of going to law school," Hugh said. 
"It's something 1 ve been interested 
in since high school. I'd really like to 
teach at **. law school while working 
in public interest law, putting theory 
into practice." 

Finally, a small but growing per-
centage of seniors are choosing 
programs such as the Peace Corps 
and TFA. 

Associate Director of Career Ser-
vices Jackie Hing said the current 
job market may be encouraging se-
niors to take a closer look at options 
other than the traditional career path. 

"Peace Corps, the Japan Ex-
change and Teaching program, and 
TFA are no longer fallback posi-
tions," Hing said. "[Seniorsl don't 
have a job (that theyl know will be 
there. There's also a thought pro-
cess that goes into it: T h e job 
market's tough, how would 1 like to 
best use this time?"' 
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S T U D E N T T R A V E L & BEYOND 

Seniors who decide to apply to 
such programs often want to take ad-
vantage of their current lack of attach-
ments. Lovett College senior Greg 
Mitchell, who will be joiningthe Peace 
Corps, said he sees graduation as an 
opportunity for adventure. 

"I have always had it in the back of 
my mind to join the Peace Corps," 
Mitchell said. "It is one of those things 
where I have heard people say, 'Oh, I 
wish I had done that.' Well, I never 
want to have any regrets. I think this 
would be a challenging adventure, 
and it is the perfect time in my life to 
do this." 

Hanszen College senior Geneva 
Rhee is applying to TFA, which 
would commit her to two years of 
teaching in a low-income school in a 
rural or urban area. Rhee said she 
decided she wants to channel her 
time and energy into something 
other than a long-term job. 

"I was ... afraid that if I ended up 
going to grad school or getting a job, 
I'd get too tired or too comfortable," 
Rhee said. "I did contemplate going to 
grad school and getting an advanced 
degree in education, but my interests 
were way too vague. I think that par-
ticipating in a program like TFA could 
help me streamline my interests." 

Hoang said even with a secure 
job offer, she will not be settling 
down by any means. 

"This is really the time in our lives 
when we have the flexibility to do 
what we really want," Hoang said. "I 
think 21- or 22-years-old is a little early 
to be deciding exactly what you want 
to do with the rest of your life. It's good 
to keep your options open." 

According to the 2003 Career 
Services Post-Graduate Survey, 
50 percent of seniors graduating in 
2003 had secured employment by 
graduation. Forty-three percent went 
to graduate school or professional 
school, with the top three choices 
being medicine, engineering and 
law. Among the final 7 percent, a 
number chose programs such as 
JET, Peace Corps and TFA. 

Sharing culture 
CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Brown College exchange student Etsuko Senoo dressed up for the 
Culture Fair held last Friday In the Grand Hall in the Student Center. 
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Gotta have soul 
CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Baker College junior Rebecca Poku dances as part of Soul Night, a 
BSA event held Saturday evening in the Grand Hall of the Student 
Center.————— 

Envision, Janus winners start projects 
by Natalie Kone 

FOR T H E THRESHER 

Envision Grant winners have al-
ready started using their funds to 
complete projects that contribute to 
Rice or the larger community. Grant 
recipients have already hosted Taste 
of the Town, an on-campus food event, 
and will soon study Houston high 
school dropouts, produce and dis-
tribute a documentary on the pro-life 
movement, and create a Web site 
promoting interfaith experiences. 

In the second of three Envision 
Grant application rounds for 2()03-'04, 
four grants totaling $4,850 were 
awarded to Rice undergraduates 
through Leadership Rice Feb. 25. The 
President's Office funds the Envision 
Grants, which total $15,000 annually. 
Six new applications were submitted 
in this round, and a 13-member com-
mittee of faculty, staff and students 
selected the winning proposals. 

The $2,500 Janus Award, an an-
nual research-based grant, was not 
awarded in this round, because there 
were no qualified applications, Lead-
ership Rice Assistant Director N atalia 
Ksiezyk said. The committee received 
two applications and recommended 
improvements to both, suggesting 
resubmission. The deadline for the 
award was extended to March 25. 
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Ksiezyk said the gpal of the En-
vision Grant program is to fund 
projects that effect some positive 
change in the community. 

"Envision Grants give money to 
students who want to make some-
thing happen," she said. Factors the 
committee looks for in a project in-
clude service, leadership, creativity 
and sustainability. 

Hanszen College senior Habib 
Irshad, Will Rice College junior Erin 
McEntee, Brown College visiting 
student Etsuko Senoo and Jones 
College senior Esther Shaw will be 
preparing students at Furr High 
School for the TAKS test and devel-
oping a profile of the typical drop-
out student to present to the Hous-
ton Independent School District 
School Board at the end of the se-
mester. 

Hie Rice undergraduates will in-
terview high school students labeled 
"at-risk," Irshad said. They will then 
interview dropouts and dropouts' 
family members and friends in the 
community. 'Hie compiled informa-
tion will be used to build a more 
specific and accurate profile of the 
typical high school dropout. 

"HISD provides one, but it's not 
terribly flattering, and these kids 
really don't believe that it's very ac-
curate," Irshad said. "What you get 
are pretty classic and, we feel, al-
most cop-out responses as to why 
kids drop out." 

'ITie grant will fund gas expenses, 
supplies, transcription fees and other 
miscellaneous costs. 

Martel College juniors Stephen 
Fell and Will Thompson will produce 
and distribute an objective documen-
tary following the national pro-life 
movement. They began the project 
five months ago and will continue to 
interview pro-life organization mem-
bers across the nation. 

Tliis will be the first impartial docu-
mentary on the pro-life movement, 
Fell said. The two hope to present the 
movement and its leaders in a man-
ner sensitive to the intense feelings 
associated with the issue. 

"Hopefully, we can capture their 
movement with an objective lens, 
and I think people would want to see 
that," Fell said. "We believe it can 
contribute to the dialogue on abor-
tion in America." 

A 15-20 minute excerpt of the 
film will be screened in April at the 
Rice Media Center. ITie grant will 

fund editing software and distribu-
tion costs. 

Lovet t C o l l e g e s o p h o m o r e 
Nathan Black will create a Web site 
to publicize "Different Religions 
Week," a themed week he started 
early last year that is currently ac-
knowledged in South Carolina. 

"The goal of the week is to pro-
vide an opportunity to those people 
who are open to experiencing reli-
gions of faiths different from their 
own — to stand up and say, "I for one 
am going to stop living in a box,"' 
Black, the Thresher opinion editor, 
said. "And I'm hoping that eventu-
ally what will happen is sort of a 
domino effect: that friends will toll 
friends, and a larger small percent-
age of the population will begin to 
think in ways that are more open 
and tolerant." 

In July 2003 Black wrote an op-ed 
publicizing the week and its goals 
that was published in The Christian 
Science Monitor. He continues to 
contact government and academic 
leaders around the world to encour-
age more states to establish the 
week. The dates of the week this 
year are J uly 9-16. Six or seven st ates 
are still considering official recogni-
tion, Black said. 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Ginny Stuckcy, Lovett sopho-
more Hugham Chan, Hanszen junior 
Helen Cloots, Wiess sophomore Brian 
Cohen, Jones freshman Madeline 
Currie, Brown sophomore Amanda 
Lopez, Baker College sophomore 
Isabella Pacheco, and Martel sopho-
more Peter Yang hosted a food event 
called 'Taste of the Town" March 14 
in the Student Center. 

Fourteen 1 louston restaurants set 
up booths in the Grand Hall, where 
more than 300 students who had pur-
chased tickets were able to sample 
each restaurant's cuisine, Stuckey 
said. Restaurants included Amazon 
Grill, Dessert Gallery, Benjy's and 
Cedar's Mediterranean Cafe. 

"We wanted to bring the eclectic 
taste of Houston to Rice students 
and faculty and staff," Stuckey said. 
"There are a lot of hidden treasures." 

The students began the project 
in Leadership Rice Director Susan 
Lieberman's UNIV 309 class. Ticket 
revenue from this year's event will 
fund next year's Taste of the Town, 
Stuckey said. The grant financed 
publicity, liability insurance, labor 
and parking for restaurants. 

Graduates, you've 
worked hard to earn 

your diploma 

Well memorialize it right! 

For the last live years, we 've successfully framed 

Rice diplomas. We are one of six framers in 

Houston who can frame sheepskin diplomas 

in-house with the newest technologies. This 

means you can get the framing done correctly 

and back to you in 3 hours*. 

Perimeter Gallery 
2365 Rice Blvd. • 713-521-5928 

(In the Village) 
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Board-commissioned McKinsey report expected in May 

I 

REPORT, from Page 1 
and a lower percentage of sub-par 
grades," Gillis wrote. "This is doubt-
ful and, in any case, has not been 
established. Faculty Council did not 
request data from the [Registrar's 
Office] that would have tested the 
validity of these assertions." 

Hartley said information from the 
Economics Department in 1998 did 
not support the claims. 

"Asurvey conducted in 1998found 
that economics courses had the low-
est GPA of classes offered at Rice, 
3.025," Hartley said. "We had the third-
highest standard deviation of grades 
and the fifth-lowest percentage of 
grades A-minus and above. A lot of my 
colleagues in other departments are 
saying, 'Yes, your grades are low, but 
if your students are weaker, maybe 
they should be even lower.' But I say 
you need a more sophisticated argu-
ment than that to show that econom-
ics classes arc easier." 

Admission of student-athletes 
The issue covered most exten-

sively in the report is the process by 
which student-athletes are admitted. 
TTie report includes discussion of 
the admission process as well as the 
qualifications and SAT scores of stu-
dent-athletes. 

The report states that the current 
admission process implies the "pri-
mary purpose for admitting scholar-
ship athletes is their athletic ability, 
and if that ability is great and the 
expressed needs of coaches is also 
great, the university is willing in some 
cases to overlook the applicants' aca-
demic abilities almost entirely." 

The report notes that student-
athletesunder consideration for schol-
arships are required to present 
relatively little information to the 
university — SAT, PSAT or ACT 
scores; their high school rank and 
percentile; the number of high school 
academic group courses taken and 
their GPA based on those courses. 

The report discusses the bottom 
quart i le of s tudent -a th le tes , as 
judged by SAT scores, and notes 
that in Fall 2(X)2 (the most recent 
year considered by the report), eight 
student-athletes with SAT scores 
below 900 were admitted: twice as 
many as had been in the previous six 
years combined. Five of those eight 
were football recruits. 

The report also considers the 
increase in the number of student-
athletes admitted to Rice despite 
the unanimous advisement against 
their admission by a three-person 
faculty subcommittee of the Admis-
sions Committee. This subcommitte 
reads the applications of all student-
athletes applying to Rice and makes 
recommendations on whether they 
should be admitted. For the Fall 
2002 matriculating class, the sub-
commi t t ee voted u n a n i m o u s l y 
against admitting 10 of the 69 schol-
a r sh ip s t u d e n t - a t h l e t e s who 
eventually matriculated at Rice. 

"The o v e r r u l i n g of t h e 
subcommittee 's advice, then, of-
ten r e p r e s e n t s the t r iumph of 
coaches' wishes for their team over 
the best judgment of the faculty," 
the report states. 

NCAA Faculty Representative 
and Hispanic s tud ies professor 
James Castaneda said he can under-
stand why the subcommit tee is 
sometimes overruled. 

"As a faculty member, 1 don't 
like the fact that the subcommittee 
sometimes gets overruled, but as a 
coach I can see why they some-
times do," Castaneda, a former golf 
coach, said. "The coach is privy to a 
lot of dimensions more than just 
paperwork. People should give 
coaches credit for recruiting people 
who can do the work." 

Athletic Director Bobby May 
( Will Rice '65) said academic results 
should matter more than the qualifi-
cations of student-athletes. 

"The kids that are being admitted 
are being successful — getting their 
degrees and also being successful 
for us in intercollegiate athletics," 
May said. "Our kids are competitors. 
They rise to the occasion when they 
need to, and they get the job done." 

The report next considers the 
SAT scores of student-athletes who 
were admitted on scholarship. Data 
presented in the report indicates that 
student-athletes are at the bottom of 
the distribution of SAT scores for all 
Rice students. (See box.) 

"An admission procedure that 
results in disparities of this magni-
tude cannot be said to foster the 
integration of athletes into student 
life," the report states. 

The report briefly discusses the 
process for the eventual admission of 
student-athletes not recommended 
for admission by the subcommittee. 
The process used to involve former 
Dean of Admissions Dick Stabell, who 
continued in the role through last 
spring even after he became the spe-
cial assistant to the vice president for 
Public Affairs in 1999. Vice President 
for Enrollment Ann Wright could not 
be reached for comment on the cur-
rent process. 

Stabell told the committee he 
would try to work things out be-
tween a coach and Assistant to the 
President Mark Scheid to come to a 
satisfactory agreement. 

"ITiere are a lot ofathletes I'd rather 
not admit, but the trustees have made 
a decision to compete in Division I-A," 
Stabell told the committee. 

Stabell also discussed with the 
committee the trade-off he perceived 
between athletic skill and academic 
qualifications. 

"[Stabellj reminded the commit-
tee that what every coach wants is a 
winning team, and that star-quality 
athletes — the 'franchise players,' 
as they are called — typically have 
the weakest academic credentials," 
the report states. 

However, Student-Athlete Com-
mittee co-Chair and varsity golfer 
Ryan Morgan said that argument 
does not hold true for all teams. 

"If you look at the sports that we 
do very well in, they're not the prob-
lems," Morgan said. When you look 
a tour tennis teambeingtop lOin the 
country, I guarantee you their GPAs 
as a whole would make a lot of Rice 
students jealous." 

Costs of participation 
Another issue prominently ad-

dressed in the report is the financial 
cost of having Division IA athletics. 

"The net financial costs of athlet-
ics at Rice in recent years have in-
creased sharply," the report states. 
"They are now both amazingly high 
and historically unprecedented." 

In the fiscal year that ran from 
July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001, the 
net cost of athletics was $9.59 mil-
lion. The net cost is defined as the 
a th le t ics opera t ing deficit p lus 
50 percent of athletic tuition schol-
arship costs. 

Hie report was written prior to 
Rice's announced move to Confcr-
ence-lJSA, which will be effective 
Fall 2005. When the conference 
change was announced in October, 
Gillis said the shift would bring sig-
nificant athletic cost savings even in 
the short-term, since among other 
advantages, travel costs will be re-
duced due to the proximity of many 
C-USA schools. 

May said that in the national 
context of intercollegiate athletics, 
having an athletics department that 
loses money is virtually unavoid-
able, especially for a program that 
is designed to be top-tier. 

"We do everything we can to mini-
mize cost to the university," May 
said. "At the same time, we want to 
field competitive teams, programs 
we can be proud of and that our 
student-athletes can be proud to be 
part of. We want to run a first-class 
program, like all the other things at 
Rice are first-class." 

Nonacademie i s sues 
The report also invest igates 

whether student-athletes violate uni-
versity rules more frequently than 
nonathlete students. 'ITie report ex-
amines violations of the Honor Code 
and Code of Student Conduct and 
arrests by the Rice University Police 
Department. 

The report looks at Honor Code 

violations beginning with Fall 1990. 
"In proportion to their numbers, 

athletes are found in violation of the 
Honor Code several times more often 
than nonathletes, although at a signifi-
cantly lower rate than that reported in 
previous decades," the report states. 

The report does not quantify 
"several times," in part because the 
numbers vary in different tabula-
tions, some of which exclude large 
cheating scandals that involved al-
most exclusively student-athletes. 

The report also discusses in some 
detail the case involving the Spring 2002 
final in Physics 203: Atmosphere and 
Weather, a case which was adjudicated 
in Fall 2002, and whose appeals were 
heard into Spring 2003. The report 
notes concerns expressed by the 
Honor Council at that time that the 
students in the case were treated 
favorably by the administrators in 
the appeals process because of their 
status as student-athletes. 

Morgan said by focusing on Honor 
Code violations, the report unfairly 
attributes the actions of a few stu-
dent-athletes to the entire group. 

"It's unfair to say over 300 ath letes 
are causing a problem, when it's only 
two or three people a year that are 
causing problems," Morgan, a Lovett 
College senior, said. "It's a stretch, 
and they're searching for something 
else wrong with the Athletic Depart-
ment when they say that." 

From Fall 1996 to Spring 2002, 
with respect to violations of the 
Code of Student Conduct, exam-
ined th rough University Court 
cases, the report states that 24 per-
cent of undergraduate violations 
were by student-athletes, who made 
up about 10 percent of the under-
graduate student body. 

Data on RUPD arrests from two 
arbitrarily chosen academic years — 
1997-'98 and 2001-'02 —show that 
student-athletes comprised a dispro-
portionate percentage, 27 percent, 
of those arrested. However, the re-
port concludes not enough arrests 
occurred during those times to make 
any definite statement. 

Integration into the college system 
Die report addresses the integra-

tion of student-athletes into the resi-
dential college system by examining 
college masters' quantitative evalua-
tions of student-athletes' participation 
in the college system. According to 
the masters' responses, 58 percent of 
student-athletes participate in their 
colleges at a below-average level. 

"It is clear that the masters de-
scribe a failure of many athletes to 
be integrated into the most signifi-
cant undergraduate extracurricular 
social institution on the Rice cam-
pus," the report states. 

Morgan agreed that more stu-
dent-athletes should live on campus. 

"Integration of athletics into the 
residential college system is a prob-
lem, but I don't think you can strictly 
blame that on the athletes," Morgan 
said. "I think that student-athletes 
should be required to live on campus 
for at least a year, almost regardless 
of whether they're transfers." 

()ne comment raised consistently 
by the masters regards participation 
by members of the baseball team. 

"As the college masters' responses 
indicate, it is widely believed that the 
coach of Rice's most competitive team 

STUDENT-ATHLETE SAT COMPARISON 
The Faculty Council report included an analysis of the SAT scores of 
the 4,574 students who entered Rice between Fall 1995 and Fall 2002 
and submitted scores. The analysis consisted of ordering all students 
by SAT scores and determining where student-athletes were situated. 
The analysis is limited to student-athletes who were admitted on athletic 
scholarship. 

Number of student-athletes in Top 400: 0 
Number of student-athletes in Top 2,000: 6 
Number of student-athletes in Bottom 150: 1 2 9 
Number of student-athletes in Bottom 100: 9 4 

in recent years, its baseball team, has 
strongly encouraged players to live 
off campus," the report states. 

Head baseball coach Wayne Gra-
ham said he does not encourage his 
players to live off campus. 

"We tell our kids this: If it is eco-
nomically possible, that it helps if you 
live on campus — if you can afford it," 
Graham said. "All of our guys that 
have chosen to live off campus have 
done so for economic reasons." 

Graham said he recognizes the 
advantages to student-athletes of liv-
ing on campus. 

'There are more advantages for 
our kids to live on campus than off," 
Graham said. "They'll have a better 
chance academically, meet people who 
will empathize, and they'll have better 
access to all campus resources." 

Other on-going evaluations 
The report concludes with a dis-

cussion of the role of athletics in the 
university overall. 

"No one, surely, would argue that 
big-time athletics is considered a 
necessity for Rice by our student 
body, our alumni, our faculty or, in 
all probability, Houston's business 
leaders," the report states. 

In the Student Association Gen-
eral Elections this February, a survey 
on athletics found that 69 percent of 
students strongly agreed with the 
statement that they "would be very 
disappointed if Rice lost its varsity 
athletics program altogether." Sixty 
percent of students said they either 
disagreed or strongly disagreed that 
entering Division III athletics would 
make up for most of the loss of Divi-
sion LA athletics. 

In order to gauge faculty opinion, 
a survey of faculty members will be 
taken in the coming weeks. The fac-
ulty will discuss the issue at a meet-
ing Tuesday. 

Faculty Council Deputy Speaker 
Lynne Huffer said the goal of the 
survey is to statistically quantify the 
wide-ranging opinions that faculty 
members have on the role of athlet-
ics at Rice. 

Both surveys resulted from the 
study of Rice athletics commissioned 
by the Board of Trustees and being 
conducted by McKinsey & Com-
pany, a management consulting firm. 
The results of the McKinsey study 
are expected to be published in early 
May, according to a Faculty Council 
memo sent to faculty Tuesday. The 
board commissioned the McKinsey 
report after it reviewed the Faculty 
Council report last spring. 

The student survey was pre-
sented to McKinsey for inclusion in 
the report, and the results of the 
faculty survey will also be presented 
to the board. 

Huffer said the focus of the 
McKinsey report may be different 
from that of the Faculty Council's. 

"We think the McKinsey report 
is a very important step, and we're 
pleased that's happening, but we 
think the Faculty Council report 
raises issues that may not be ad-
dressed completely in the McKinsey 
report," Huffer, a French studies 
professor, said. 

May said he thinks the McKinsey 
report is the more important report. 

"It would appear that the Faculty 
Council wanted to have a review of 
athletics and to have debate over the 
future of athletics," May said. "It 
seems like the McKinsey study is 
what most people are paying atten-
tion to now." 

Davidson said he welcomes the 
McKinsey report and expects it to 
touch on many of the issues related 
to Rice athletics that have changed 
in the last year, as well as many of 
those in the faculty report. 

"Virtually all of the concerns that 
were voiced in the report bear fur-
ther inquiry, and my hope is that is 
what the McKinsey people are now 
engaged in," Davidson said. 

U n d e r g r a d u a t e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
to the Rice U n i v e r s i t y A t h l e t i c s 
Committee William McKeesaid he, 
too, w a s l o o k i n g forward to the 
McKinsey report. 

"It's good that they are accomplish-
ing the goal of having a more in-depth 
study take place because the study 
needed to take place, and also due to 
the misinformation in the [faculty! 
report," McKee, a Lovett junior, said. 

Huffer said the goal of releasing 
the report is to encourage debate on 
the issue. 

"Our main hope [in making the 
report public] is that there be open 
dialogue about this issue instead of 
sweeping it under the rug and not 
talking about it." Huffer said. "I think 
that's important at a university to 
have open dialogue about all kinds 
of issues, including ones that are 
very contentious." 

Davidson said he thinks the re-
port accomplished its major goals. 

"It got the attention of the board, 
and I'm hopeful the report by the 
McKinsey people will address the 
questions we raised," he said. 

Faculty Coyfmil Subcommittee on 
Athletics Chair Marjorie Corcoran 
said two copies of the report will be 
sent to each residential college; one 
to each academic department; and 
two to Fondren I .ibrary. by next week. 
In addition, Corcoran, a physics pro-
fessor, said the body of the report 
may be put up on the Faculty Council's 
Web site. 

Jenny Rees contributed to this report. 

QUOTES FROM THE REPORT 
Below are excerpted statements and a quote from the Faculty Council's report on athletics. 

"Rice's lax standards have led to the admission, over the 
years, of many athletes whose mediocre-to-pooracademic 
preoaration ensured that they would have difficulty pass-
ing the great majority of courses offered here." 

"Rice athletes entering in 1995 were recently spotlighted 
for having graduated at a higher rate (91 percent) than 
any other school in the division. That figure is not only 
a historic high for Rice athletes but is higher than the 
graduation rate for the entire Rice student body enter-
ing that same year." 

"Rice has long had a special curriculum to accommo^ 
date the lack of academic preparedness of many of its 

athletes. Current there are three programs or depart-
ments which, although not limited to athletes, are mag-
nets for them: Managerial Studies .... the Kinesiology 
Department. . . and the Economics Department." 

"A significant number of athletes are in one or more 
special programs which have no place in Rice's 
curriculum — programs that probably would not be 
offered were it not for the presence of students who 
are academically unprepared." 

"There is no integration. It is like they are not stu-
dents — they are University commodities." 

— College Master 
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The northern half of the Inner 
Loop from Duncan Hall to the Stu-
dent Center will be shut down 
May 11 to begin full reconstruction 
of the road. The portion, also known 
as Laboratory Road, will be reopened 
by July 5, Facilities and Engineering 
Planner Max Amery said. 

The road, curb and gutters will 
be torn up and rebuilt with a ce-
ment base, concrete roadway and 
asphalt surface. A simple resurfac-
ing, which was done to College Way 
— the southern portion of the Inner 
Loop from Autry Court to Cohen 
House — last year, would not be 
sufficient due to accumulated dam-
age, F&E Maintenance Manager 
Russell Price said. 

"The base underneath the exist-
ing pavement has deteriorated due 
to age, rain and heavy traffic, so 
resurfacing doesn't hold up.... So we 
need to repave the road with a new 
stabilized concrete base," Price said. 

College Waywill be used for two-
way traffic during the construction, 
Amery said. Cars will be prohibited 
to park on College Way until Lab 
Road reopens. 

The sidewalks will be open dur-
ing construction, Amery said. Es-
sential crosswalks will also be open 
to pedestrians and marked off by 
construction fences. 

Additionally, the sidewalk on the 
south side of Lab Road near the 
Student Center will be moved away 
from the curb so that both sides of 
the road will have similar landscap-
ing, Price said. 

Price said F&E will work with 
departments affected by the road 
closure. 

The big picture is that 

all the major routes will 

have a concrete base 

roadway, so that we 

won > ever have to go 

bother with it.' 
—Max Amery 

Facilities planner 

"The buildings on the north side 
of Lab Road — deliveries and things 
—can come through the back," Price 
said. "The south side, like Anderson 
Hall and Herzstein Hall, may be more 
challenging. I'm meeting with (Dean 
of Architecture] Lars Lerup and 
[Dean of Natural SciencesJ Kathy 
Matthews to discuss those kinds of 
issues to see how we can accommo-

summer 
date them during this time." 

The project has been in the plan-
ning stages for several years, Amery 
said. A partial budget for the project 
was approved last year, but full fund-
ing for the entire road was not ap-
proved until the Board of 1 rustees 
meeting last week. Due to the bid 
selection within the next two weeks, 
Price said he could not comment on 
the size of the budget. 

"Last year, we got some of the 
money to do half of the road, and 
then this year we decided not to 
close it twice," Amery said. "We de-
cided only to close it only one time 
and get it done." 

Pending further budget approval, 
similar work on College Way will 
occur in summer 2005, Price said. 

"The big picture is that all the ma-
jor routes will have a concrete base 
roadway, so that we won't ever have to 
go bother with it," Amery said. 

The roadway is scheduled to be 
completed by July 5, due to the Ad-
vanced Placement Summer Institute 
held at Rice July 12-30. 

"There's going to be hundreds of 
teachers on campus," Price said. "It's 
got to be done before July 12." 

'Hie project may be affected by 
weather, Price said. Also, complaints 
about excessive noise during cam-
pus events may force construction 
to stop for several days. The project 
time line incorporates extra time to 
account for these delays. Price said. 

ENGI 305 / NSCI 305 
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Identify, research, and analyze your target market 
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Write and deliver a professional-quality presentation 

Dr. June Ferrill and her Venture Capitalist guests provide students 
with valuable business expertise and "a treasure chest of 
information." 

Students agree that New Ventures is a "great course" which 
provides a "tremendous learning experience" with hands-on 
training in "a comfortable, yet creative environment." 
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Trustees approve Rice 
sustainability policy 

by Natalie Kone 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Rice now has an official state-
ment expressing its dedication to 
environmental sustainability. 

The Board of Trustees approved 
the Rice University Environmental 
Sustainability Policy March 25. The 
policy acknowledges that environ-
mental sustainability is an 
important goal and encourages stu-
dents, faculty and staff to raise their 
environmental awareness. The 
policy further asserts that the uni-
versity will adapt to evolving needs 
and technological advancements. 

Rice has always tried to act in an 
environmentally conscious manner, 
Vice President for Finance and Ad-
ministration Dean Currie said. 

"In a sense, the policy codifies 
the commitment Rice has had all 
along to sustainability," Currie said. 
"There are constantly new ideas and 
approaches across just a huge range 
of Rice's activities and Rice's inter-
actions with the environment." 

The university will hire a 
sustainability coordinator to over-
see efforts to address campus 
sustainability concerns if the new 
position is authorized in the annual 
budget process in July, Currie said. 

In consideration of the university's 
chief commitment to instruction and 
research, Rice's new policy is cost-
conscious, Currie said. However, 
there are many steps the university 
can take to improve the campus's 
ecological condition that do not pose 
financial obstacles, he said. 

"It's wrong to think of sustainability 
as a trade-off between helping the 
environment and running up costs," 
Currie said. "The tough call in 
sustainability is when something has 
a significant effect on the environment 
and a significant cost." 

The idea for an official university 
environmental policy began about five 
years ago in UNIV 303: Rice into the 
Future, Student Association Environ-
ment and Facilities Committee co-
Chair Guyton Durnin said. The course 
focuses on ecological concerns. 

Class members have submitted 
environmental proposals in previous 
years, but President Malcolm Gillis 
rejected them because they were 
not specifically Rice-oriented, 
Durnin, a Will Rice College sopho-
more, said. 

Wiess College junior Phil Levine, 
who co-chaired the Environment and 
Facilities Committee during the fall 
semester along with Sid Richardson 
College junior Miller Henderson, 
took the UNIV 303 course last year 

and brought the idea of creating a 
university environmental policy to 
the SA, Duniin said. 

The Student Recycling Council, 
the Environmental Council, the SA 
Environment and Facilities Commit-
tee, and other interested SA mem-
bers revised the drafted policy to 
make it more Rice-oriented before 
submitting it to the SA Senate for 
review, Durnin said. 

"We wanted something specific 
for Rice," Durnin said. "We didn't 
want something that would be simi-
lar to all the other universities' [poli-
cies]. We wanted something that 
would actually stick." 

' The policy codifies the 

commitment Rice has had 

all along to sustainability.' 
— Dean Currie 

Vice president for 
Finance and Administration 

In forming the policy, students 
discussed such measures as hold-
ing recycling drives and coordinat-
ing all of the university's environ-
mental groups, Durnin said. None of 
these specific actions, however, are 
explicitly outlined in the policy. 

Former SA co-President Michael 
Leggett reworked the policy again 
before finally submitting it to Gillis, 
who modified the policy and pre-
sented it to the board, Durnin said. 

Sid senior Victoria Rodriguez said 
she thinks the policy will be valuable 
to Rice. 

"It seems like there's a lot of 
loopholes for change as the univer-
sity evolves so that the policy mea-
sures can evolve along with it," 
Rodriguez said. 

Baker College freshman Kelsey 
Israel-Trummel said the policy may 
be too vague to accomplish much. 

"1 think that the sentiment is 
good, but it doesn't seem that it does 
much," Israel-Trummel said. "It has 
admirable intentions, but it seems 
kind of empty." 

Gillis said he supports the policy. 
"The policy is a good thing be-

cause it formalizes the university's 
commitment to sustainability from 
the highest levels: the Board ofTrust-
ees," Gillis said. "It is important to me 
because I have been teaching and 
researching in sustainable use of natu-
ral resources for many decades." 
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24 faculty promoted 
By Audrey Walstrom 

T H K K S H E R STAFF 

Twenty-four faculty members 
have received promotions, which 
will take effect in July. l"he Hoard 
o fTrus tees approved the promo-
tions when it met last week. 

Provost Eugene Levy said a 
high-quality faculty is essential 
for a school like Rice, and the 
recently-promoted faculty mem-
bers will enrich the education 
Rice offers undergraduates . 

"The very best undergraduate 
students ought to seek — and 
increasingly do seek — an educa-
tional environment in which they 
can leani from faculty who are 
themselves actively engaged as 
leaders in expanding the bound-
aries of human knowledge and 
understanding, or who are among 
the ablest practitioners of their 
professional disciplines," Levy 
said. 'These individuals have the 
most penetrating understanding 
of their disciplines, and, generally 
speaking, the best ability to con-
vey that understanding." 

Mikki Hebl was promoted to 
associate professor of psychol-
ogy with tenure after six years at 
Rice. Hebl researches the expres-
sion of discrimination in society 
and the ways in which it might be 
remediated, with a particular fo-
cus in enhancing diversity in the 
workplace. 

"I am really indebted to the 
graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents with whom 1 do research 
and teach," Hebl said. " They arc a 
constant source of inspiration and 
an integral part of my research." 

Matthias Henze has been pro-
moted to the rank of associate 
professor with tenure in the reli-
gious studies department. Now 
in his seventh year at Rice. Henze 
specializes in the early history of 
biblical texts and has recently 
been workingon carlyjewish and 
Christian interpretations of the 
apocalypse. 

T h e University has always 
been very successful in identify-
ing academic quality and has al-
ways supported faculty members 
very generously, myself included," 
Henze said. "I have always felt 
supported by both my department 
and also the I)ean of Humanities." 

Other faculty member s pro-
moted to associate professor with 

tenure are Gerald Dickens in 
earth science, Matthew Fraser in 
civil and environmental engineer-
ing, Daniel Mittleman in electri-
cal and computer engineering, 
and Evan Siemann in ecology and 
evolutionary biology. 

Enrique Barrera was promoted 
to the rank of professor. Barrera 
has worked in the materials sci-
ence department for the past 
14 years and his current research 
involves developing next-genera-
tion materials that utilize the prop-
ert ies of nanotubes. In 2002, 
Barrera received the Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Science, 
Math and Engineering Mentoring 
from the White House. He is also 
the recipient of the 2003 Educa-
tion Award from the Hispanic En-
gineering Achievement Award 
Corporation. Barrera said he is 
pleased the university has recog-
nized his scholarship. 

"It 's a d ream come t rue ," 
Barrera said. 

Barrera said students should 
set goals and stick to them, as his 
success is a culmination of many 
years' work. 

"When you have an opportu-
nity to achieve, it shows a genuine 
reason to work hard, get an educa-
tion and continue to set new goals," 
Barerra said. "1 hope to be able to 
work even harder in the future." 

The other faculty members 
promoted to professor are Janet 
Braam and Michael Stem in the 
biochemistry and cell biology de-
partment, Vicki Colvin and Seiichi 
Ma t suda in chemis t ry , Rudy 
G u e r r a in s t a t i s t i c s , Ca r lo s 
Jimenez in architecture, Lydia 
Kavraki in compute r science, 
J e f f r e y Kripal in r e l i g ious 
s t u d i e s , E l izabe th Long in 
sociology, Andrew M e a d e in 
mechanical engineering and ma-
terials science. Honey Meconi in 
music, Qimiao Si in physics and 
astronomy, and Jennifer West in 
bioengineering. 

Jon Kimura Parker of the Shep-
herd School of Music was pro-
moted to professor with tenure. 
Bruce Johnson of the chemistry 
department was promoted to dis-
tinguished faculty fellow. Marian 
Fabian of the biochemistry and 
cell biology department and Ber-
nard Lindsay of the physics and 
astronomy department were pro-
moted to senior facultv fellow. 

Better Score* Better Schools 

"Diking the June LSAT? 
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Free extra help with your instructor 

Guara nteed satisfaction 
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Space is limited. Call now to enroll. 

www.PrincetonReview.com | 800-2Review 
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Baker continues to search for RA 
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RAs, from Page 1 
Berenson said. "Martel has lost two 
RAs already, so this was our fourth 
search in a way, so we really wanted 
someone who we felt would be here 
for a while. We were also looking for 
someone who is really enthusiastic 
and would do whatever it takes to 
get the college involved." 

Gibson said he is excited about 
being a Martel RA, although he will 
miss Sid. 

"We absolute ly loved [Sid]," 
Gibson said. "I think Martel 's going 
to be a great move and a change of 
pace. I'll be over on the north side. 
Alana and I are really excited about 
being RAs again. We're really ex-
cited about Martel and are sure it's 
going to be a lot of fun." 

Will Rice Search C o m m i t t e e 
Chair Carter Batsell said Stevenson 
and Gritz have good ideas for bring-
ing Will Rice students together. 

"There's quite a bit to like — the 
creativeness they were going to bring 
to certain activities at Will Rice, their 

novel ideas about ways to get the stu-
dents involved and their dedication 
throughout the interview process to 
Will Rice," Batsell, a Will Rice senior, 
said. "[Stevenson] made an effort to 
appear at both lunch and dinner after 
the interviewto interact with students." 

Stevenson said he and Gritz are 
excited about being RAs and espe-
cially excited about becoming in-
volved with Will Rice. 

"Mostly, it seemed like it was 
going to be an awful lot of fun," 
Stevenson said. "One of the th ings 
that appealed to us about Will Rice 
is that they were the friendliest, 
most welcoming, easy-going col-
lege. We never went to Will Rice 
and sat alone." 

Stevenson said he thinks being 
in a college community will enable 
him to connect to people who share 
his interests: politics, playing the 
guitar and writing plays. 

"When you're out in the commu-
nity and you want to get some people 
together to play guitar or to read 

each other's writing, it's actually hard 
to do," Stevenson said. "If you're in 
the college environment, there 's an 
audience out there. I anticipate that 
it will be easier to pursue our inter-
ests with people who [share those] 
interests." 

The new RAs will begin their 
t e rms in August. 

COURTESY BRIDGET GORMAN 

Bridget Gorman 

COURTESY REC CENTER WEB SITE COURTESY RANDY STEVENSON CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Scott Wray Randy Stevenson Brian Gibson 
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Will Rice to receive $135 million 
in summer capital improvements 

by Risa Gordon 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The Board of Trustees approved 
$1.35 million in capital improvements 
to Will Rice College last week. The 
improvements will take place this 
summer. 

Will Rice's heating system will 
be upgraded from the current two-
pipe heating and cooling system to 
a four-pipe system, which will allow 
students to control the temperature 
in their rooms with a thermostat, 
instead of having a uniform tem-
perature set for the building. 

Housing and Dining Director 
Mark Ditman said newly built or 
renovated colleges already have this 
system, as do Jones and Brown Col-
leges, and other colleges are likely 
to see the upgrade eventually. 

This summer, the carpets in the 
rooms in Will Rice Old Dorm will 
be removed and replaced with hard-
wood floors, completing a project 
begun last year in an effort to elimi-
nate fabric finishes, which can 
cause allergic reactions. 

Ceilings in Will Rice New Dorm 
will also be inspected and repaired 
as necessary, and cracks in the 
exterior of the building will be 
filled, Barbara White, director of 
Project Management and Planning, 
said. White said the $1.35 million 
plans also call for adding electrical 
outlets in some rooms and addi-
tional circuits to decrease power 
interruptions. 

Ditman said the project will be 
complicated due to concerns about 
maintaining the physical appearance 
of the building. 

"It's very complex, and one of 
the things that makes it complex is 
that 1 feel like this is a historically 

significant building, and you've got 
to be careful what you do to it," 
Ditman said. 

Will Rice President CW 
McCullagh said even though the 
improvements may seem minor, 
they will make a difference in stu-
dents' lives. 

"It's [unusual] to have someone 
be so excited about being able to 
dial in a temperature, but really it's 
going to be fantastic," McCullagh, a 
junior, said. "It's going to make our 
residential life that much better." 

Will Rice Master Joel Wolfe and 
former Will Rice President Ryan 
Bergauer, who both worked with 
H&D in facilitating preparation for 
the renovation, said they are pleased 
about the changes. 

"In general, [the improvements] 
are a really good thing," Bergauer, a 
senior, said. 

Bergauer said he was slightly 
disappointed that Will Rice will not 
receive major structural changes 
on the same scale as the recent 
additions to Jones and Brown Col-
leges. He said the Will Rice Diet 
brainstormed a list of improve-
ments, such as adding another floor 
on top of the existing commons to 
create more common space or 
building a shared kitchen with 
Lovett College, but ultimately those 
plans were not adopted. 

"It's a safe bet nobody at Rice 
now will ever see [the Diet's im-
provements] happen," Bergauer 
said. 

The project is expected to begin 
May 17 and continue through about 
July 15. 

Ditman said he is confident the 
project will be completed before 
Orientation Week begins Aug.15, 
barring a natural disaster. In such 

an event, college members would 
be notified before returning to cam-
pus so they would know what to 
expect. 

"We're going to do whatever it 
takes to have it ready before O-
Week," Ditman said. "Not being 
ready isn't an option. We have a 
very, very good contractor and ar-
chitect, ... and I think the whole 
project team understands that fin-
ishing late isn't an option." 

Another project at the same time 
will replace the roof of the Old Dorm 
of Will Rice, which White said is 
expected to cost $100,000. 

Ditman said the projects are im-
portant to keep Will Wee in good 
condition for students. 

"I think people had concerns at 
one point in time that Will Rice was 
going to deteriorate, and that's not 
the case," Ditman said. "We have 
every intention to keep the building 
in good working order and nice to 
live in. So this is a real obvious im-
provement to make for a building 
you have long-term." 

Bergauer said one of the most 
important improvements will be the 
repair of some caved-in ceilings in 
New Dorm. 

Other colleges will see capital 
improvements this summer as well. 
Fire sprinklers will be installed at 
Baker College and possibly Lovett 
College, completing a program to 
put sprinklers in all of the rooms at 
the nine residential colleges. 
Hanszen College will also undergo 
several changes, with the continua-
tion of the renovation of the master's 
house and the remodeling of the 
former Health Services Center, 
which will be converted into a resi-
dent associate apartment and two 
new student rooms. 

WITH SPECIAL GUEST 

Graham Colton 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 21 
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S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• Applications for ADVANCE — Advocating Diversity and the Need for 
Cultural Exploration — are due today at 5 p.m. 

• The SA executive committee members will be holding office hours in 
the SA office on the second floor of the Student Center. Office hours 
are available online at http://sa.rice.edu. 

m The Off-Campus Housing Guide is available online at http://sa.rice.edu. 

a Applications for undergraduate representatives to university stand 
ing committees and SA standing committee chairs are available 
outside the SA office or online at http://sa.rice.edu. Applications are 
due Tuesday at noon at the SA office. 

• SA President Derrick Matthews announced he will be forming an 
information technology task force to meet with Vice Provost for 
Information Technology Kamran Khan and give input on what the 
$200 IT fee should be used for. 

• Matthews, a Will Rice College junior, announced that the written 
portion of course evaluations will be posted online beginning with 
next semester's evaluations. 

• The senate approved Wiess College sophomore Jack Hardcastle as 
Director of Technology and Lovett College sophomore Ames Grawert 
as Parliamentarian. 

• The senate approved the Cycling Club. The club will organize cycling 
events for students interested in fun and fitness. Anyone interested 
should contact Baker College freshman Joseph Bylund at 
jbylund@rice.edu. 

m The senate approved the Go Club. The club will organize tournaments 
of Go, a Japanese game similar to chess. Anyone interested should 
contact Jones College sophomore Ian Stevenson at ihs@rice.edu. 

The next meeting will take place Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth 
Pavilion in the Student Center. 

IT seeks feedback on CCA 
program improvements 

by Terry Kennair 
THRESHER STAFF 

Rice's Educational Technology 
Department is currently working 
on a plan to improve the College 
Computing Associate program. ET 
Manager of Infrastructure Wyman 
Miles has met with focus groups at 
Baker, Hanszen, Jones, Lovett and 
Martel Colleges and plans to visit 
the remaining colleges to help de-
termine what changes need to be 
made to make the CCAs program 
a more flexible and responsive to 
students' needs. Miles said. 

Miles, who has been in charge 
of the program since 1997, said he 
believes the key areas for discus-
sion are CCA training and 
compensation, knowledge of the 
program within the colleges, im-
proved communication and using; 
similar programs at other universi-
ties as models for improvement 

"Originally we focused very 
heavily in connectivity and e-mail 
service," Miles said. "I feel that 
we have some greater issues now 
that the CCAs need to address, 
mainly in the areas of privacy 
education and security issues, 
like viruses, worms and spyware. 
The other issues that we're up 
against are things like freshman 
support. We have a great deal of 
work to do during [Orientation 
Week] to get the freshmen up to 
speed, so they understand what 
resources are here at Rice." 

Hanszen CCA John Morris 
said the CCAs should be more 
involved in O-Week. 

"Perhaps the greatest im-

provement to the program would 
be a more public role in O-Week," 
Morris, a senior, said. "I think 
CCA meetings with O-Week 
groups are a sort of afterthought 
to many O-Week coordinators. 
As a result, introductions get 
missed, and knowledge of who 
the local CCA is varies." 

Lovett CCA Brian Armstrong 
said more could be done to pre-
vent viruses. 

"1 think response times to 
problems could always be im-
proved, and more could be done 
to prevent vims infections before 
they occur so that fewer comput-
ers get quarantined, but in gen-
eral the program is run well," 
Armstrong said. 

For now, Miles will continue 
to hold focus groups throughout 
the remainder of the semester 
until implementation of the plan 
begins in August when the new 
CCAs are trained. 

'The students that I've talked 
with are big-picture-oriented," 
Miles said. " They see the value 
of the program, and they have 
some very good ideas of where 
they'd like it to go." 

Hanszen junior Eric McGuire 
said he thinks the program is 
generally useful. 

"What I suggested was I think 
increasing personnel would im-
prove the program the most. From 
my impression, most people have 
a problem with turnaround time," 
McGuire said. "Every suggestion 
that was made was received very 
well. I felt like they definitely ap-
predated any input that was said ." 
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Scholar speaks on effect of Brown case Rice researcher discounts 
risk citing no peer review by David Berry 

IHRKSMKK STAFK 

Calling Brown vs. Hoard of Edu-
cation "one of the most significant 
decisions ever rendered by the Su-
preme Court," Prairie View A&M 
University President George Wright 
said the public tends to underesti-
mate both the history behind the 
ruling and the history made by it. 

"It took more than a generation 
to get to Brown," Wright, formerly a 
professor of African-American his-
tory at 1 )uke University, said. "Brown 
did change t he face of America." 

Wright began his lecture entitled 
"Brown versus Board: 50 Years later," 
by outlining the relevant Supreme 
Court cases prior to the ruling. 

The Dred Scott case of 1857 
stripped black Americans of any le-
gal rights, Wright said, but was over-
turned by the passage of the 14th 
Amendment to the Constitution, 
which guaranteed blacks equal pro-
tection under the law. 

But equal protection did not mean 
an end to segregation, Wright said. 
ITie ruling in the 1897 case of Flessy 
vs. Ferguson upheld segregation in 
public services if services were "sepa-
rate but equal." 

Not until 1954 did the Supreme 
Court reconsider Plessy's defense of 
segregation. 

'The more we learn 
about minorities and 
other people, the better 
off we are. We also 
learn more about what 
we have in common.' 

— George Wright 
Prairie View A&M 

University president 

"Only in the Brown decision did 
the Court come to see separate but 
equal as an impossibility,"Wright said. 

Wright examined the legacy of 
the Brown decision by discussing 
his own life and the role of diversity 
in American society. 

Wright said he was born in 1950 
into a segregated society. Even after 
the desegregation of public schools 
in 1954, his career aspirations were 
belittled because of his race. 

"I told people that I wanted to be 
a teacher," he said, "but like in Rich-
ard Wright's novel Black Boy, they 
told me, 'You can't do that, you just 
a black boy.'" 

Nevertheless, Wright said he was 
a beneficiary of both the Brown deci-
sion and the civil rights movements 
of the 1960s. 

"I graduated from high school 
in April 1968, the year Martin 
Luther King was assassinated. I 
benefited from his work," Wright 
said. "When it came time for me to 
go to college, there was opportu-
nity, and there were scholarships 
for me to go to the University of 
Kentucky." 

Wright attended graduate school 
at 1 )uke University, where he reaped 
the benefits of expanding educa-
tional opportunity due to the Brown 
ruling, he said. 

TOXIC, from Page 1 
s tudy , but Kul inowski said 
Oberdorsterisnot affiliated with the 
research at Rice. 

Although Smalley and Curl dis-
covered buckyballs almost 20 years 
ago, toxicologists are only now be-
ginning to study the health effects of 
the new chemical compounds. Some 
sc i en t i s t s say that b e c a u s e 
nanomaterials are so lightweight and 
strong, they hold great promise for 
breakthroughs in fields such as 
medicine and computer science. 

While the U.S. government and 
venture capitalists pour money into 
developing the technology, many are 
concerned about the unknown envi-
ronmental and health effects. While 
some of the preliminary studies, like 
Oberdorster's, suggest harmful lev-
els of toxicity, detailed studies have 
not yet been produced. One test by 
the Env i ronmen ta l Pro tec t ion 
Agency characterized buckyballs as 
"moderately toxic," between copper 
and some industrial solvents, the 
Chronicle reported. 

thresher@ 
CALEB REDFIELD/THRES- ri 

George Wright speaks about the changes in education since the Brown case. 

"Some shall sow, and some shall 
reap," Wright said, altering a bibli-
cal proverb. 

Wright concluded by tackling the 
question of diversity in today's edu-
cational system and society. 

"Brown put the question of diver-
sity clearly on the map of American 
society." Wright said. "The Brown 
decision can be viewed as a starting 
point for so many of the movements 
that have swept America since, in-
cluding the women's movement." 

Minority presence, both in uni-
versities' student bodies and in their 
curricula, is important to continuing 
Brown's work toward equali ty, 
Wright said. 

"All of our s tudents need to be 
knowledgeable about the minority 
exper ience ," Wrigh t said. "The 
more we learn about minorities and 
other people, the better off we arc. 
We also learn more about what we 
have in common." 

Wright indicted white America 
in particular for its amnesia about 
past discrimination against blacks. 
At the same time, he insisted that 
ethnic minorities can be ignorant 
about their history and must also 
guard against prejudice. 

"Not knowing their own history, 
many blacks and Hispanics call cer-
tain qualities of society white,' fail-
ing to realize they are more univer-
sal," Wright said. 

Preceding Wright's speech, the 
Black Student Association's choir, 
Melodious Voices of Praise, gave a 
brief performance, dedicating its 
rendition of "Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot" to President Malcolm Gillis. 

When he introduced Wright, 
Gillis spoke of the time he spent at a 
black Episcopal church while grow-
ing up in Mariana, Fla. as a source of 
his optimism for America. 

Also preceding Wright's speech, 
Houston actor Rutherford Craven 
gave a dramatic reading of the 
Brown opinion written by Chief Jus-
tice Earl Warren. 

Wiess College sophomore Marc 
Burrell said Wright's speech was 
worthwhile. 

"1 thought Dr. Wright was truly 
informative and emotional," Burrell 
said. "It was obviously a topic he was 
very knowledgeable about, informed 
by his own personal history." 

The lecture took place Wednes-
day in Duncan Hall. 
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band: $ (undisclosed amount) 

make-up & wardrobe: $7000 
soy cappuccinos: $250 

camera crew: $ 1200 a day 

i 

you are here: priceless 
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3.24 04-4/15,04 Entries received during one Entry Petiod will not carry lorward lo subsequent Entry Periods Entries will be iudged by an independent panel o l |udges ("judges ) supervised by PST (an independent judging organization whose decisions will be final and binding in all matteis telatino to this Contest) based on the tollowina criteria 
1 i Originality 0-40 points 2i Creati/ ry/VVntten Expression 0-30 points and 3) Relevance to Theme 0-30 points In the event ol a lie the entrant with the highest score in Originality will be declared the potential Semitinalisl II a he still exists l iom among Ihe lemaining pool ot tied entiants the entrant with the hiohesl scoie in Creativity Wri t ten 
Expression will be declared the potential Semitinalisl, and so forth Tiebreakers will continue backwards in this manner until Ihe tie among the remaining tied entiants isb ioken Semilinalists will be notified by telephone and/oi mail on ot about 5/10/04 II any Semilinalist notification letter is returned as undeliveiable a tunnel uo mav be selected 
Each Semitinalisl will be required to submit the following materials lo a specified address within (4) days o l issuance ot notification: 1) Executed Affidavit o l Eligibility, Liability Release and (wheie legal) Publicity Release, 2) Current college/university transcript ishowing that he'she is in good academic standing as 'defined by his/her respective 
college/university at lime o! notification) 3) A video ol no mote than (2) minutes in length featuring Semilinalist (no third parties, lootage and/or music Irom any other source) addressing Ihe following question Tell us about your tavorite music video what you like best about it and why'' The video must lie a) On a 1/? inch VMS formatted 
videotape bi Queued to starting point c) Neatly labeled with the entrants complete name and d) In English anc cannot have been previously screened or publicly viewed Entrant is responsible lot properly protecting videotape for mailing Noncompliance with any ot the foregoing mav result in disoualllication and awardina o l otize to the 
runner-up finalist Selection A total ol (16) Finalists will be selected Irom the (48) Semilinalist video entries submitted. Video entries will be iudged based on the following criteria 1) Presence On-Screen 0-10 points, 2) Creative Execution 0 30 points, and 3) Originality 0- 30 points In the event ol a tie the entnnt with the hiohest s r o i t in 
Presence On-Screen will be declared the potential Finalist II a tie still exists Irom among the remaining pool ol tied entrants the entrant with Ihe highest score in Creative Execution will be declared the potential Finalist and so lo i lh Tiebieakets will continue backwaids in this mannei until the tie amono the remaininn tieit entiants is broken 

FinalljtS //III t)€ S6lCCt6d by )UdQ6' on or about 5/24/04 and Will bs notified by telephnn(> an^/nr mail If anu Finalict nntifiratinn letter K returned jc. unrleliverahle the f u n n e i i m mav he selected The likelihnnri nf u/inninn a nri?a uutll rtensnri nn tho ni i i i iKi n< . . . . . . . .. . . " 

as iudged in accordance with the aforementioned criteria Prizes |48j Semilinalist I 
participation in a lour week internship in Lo ; Angeles California with access to select 
will include round-trip coach ait transportation trom maiot airport neatest to winner s 
family or household Total ARV of all prizes^JlOO 800 Prize details not specilicalty Sei ionn nereui die ai opunsui s suie uiM.irinjn r xaci i imei. i.uujci.1 iu manyc <n ayu iou i a -,uir uibuciuiu inieuisuip auenuance is manaaiory ana tinansis must comply with all MasterCard rules and tegulations reiatina to then paiticipation in 
the internship Sponsor may in its sole discietion, impose disciplinary sanctions on Finalists ranging I rom a warning to expulsion to referral lot stale Of lederal prosecution lor violation ol federal state or local laws and internship codes ol conduct Content ol internship lo be determined solelv hv Soonsoi and inlemshm isno t tor < ic i l i l 
Travel restrictions may apply and travel must take place on dates specilied by Sponsor or prize will be lorfeited and may be awarded to a runnei up Artist(s)/group(s) and/or other organizalion(s) or personality(s) lealured in MasterCard' Priceless Experience™ 04 Contest promotional advertising are subiect lo availability II anv named 
artislfsi group(si and/or other organization! S) or personality^) is unavailable lo participate in the capacity specified lor any reason an entity/individual ol similai statute as determined by Sponsoi will participate in lieu ol the applicable named entity and/ot individual Miscellaneous No Iranslei a-sianmenl cash redemption oi substitution ol 
prizes lor portion thereof) except by Sponsor due to prize unavailability, and then lot a prize (or applicable portion thereof) of equal or greater value Federal, state and local taxes and all other costs and expenses not specified herein are winners sole responsibility By participating entrants agieeto be bound bv these Off r ial Rules and 11 Ai te ' i 
that their essay and/or video ("entry") is an original creation that has not been previously published ot submitted in any other competitions, and 2) Agree that Released Parties and their designees and assigns a) shall own the entry (and all matenal embodied therein) and shall have Ihe perpetual worldwide naht lo edit oublish exoloit and use 
Ihe enlry lo t any portion thereof) in any way and in any media lot advertising and/or trade purposes and/or lor any other putpose in any media or formal now or hereafter known without turlhei compensation permission or notification from/to entrant or any third party b) shall have Ihe nghl and permission (unless Dtnhihited hv lawl In use 
entrants name voice city/slate ol residence, photograph and/or other likeness lor advertising and/or trade purposes and/or lor Ihe purpose ol displaying their name as a winner and/or lot any othet purpose in any media or tormal now ot hetealter known without further compensation permission ot notification c l use ot entrv shall not n ine 
the right o l any third parlies and shall not violate any applicable lederal, state oi local laws or ordinances, d) shall have the right, in their sole discretion to disqualify any entries that they deem lo be obscene or otherwise not in good taste, e) shall have no liability and entrant will delend indemnity and hold harmless Sponsor and the R a i s e d 
Parties Irom and against any liability, loss, in|uty or damage ol any kind (including attorney s lees) to any person or entity including without limitation, personal injury death ot damage to personal or teal property, due in whole or in part, directly ot indirectly by reason ot the acceptance possession use ot misuse oi t orize or oarlicipalion in 
this Contest and any travel related thereto including, but not limited lo. any claim that entrants submission infringes or violates Ihe rights o l any person or entity Sponsor reserves the nghl, in its sole discretion, lo modlty, terminate or suspend this Contest should Vitus bugs non authorized human inteivention or othei causes bevond the 
reasonable control of Sponsor including but not limited to wai strikes, and/ot acts of God, corrupt or impair the administration security, fairness oi proper play ol this Contest and, i l Ihe Contest is terminated oi suspended, at its discietion award prizes m a iudgmg (torn among all non-susoect entries teemed min i to even reomrino surh 
modilication, termination ot suspension Winners List: For the winners names (available atterB/15/04), send a self-addressed, stamped envelope lo be received^ &1/04 to MasterCard" Priceless Experience" 04 Winners, PO Bnx 13106, Bridgeport C I 06673 3106 ©2004 MasterCard International Incorporated All Rinhts Reserved 
Sponsor MasterCard International Incorporated 2000 Purchase Street, Purchase NY 10577 Promoter Project Support Team, Inc., 100 Mil l Plain Road. Danbury. CT 06811 
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On the last day of November 2000, Vice President 
for Student Affairs Zen Camacho and Assistant Vice 

President for Student Affairs John Hutchinson 
walked into the KTRU office and told the DJ to 

leave. The radio station had been shut down. 
Here is the story. 

Story and Layout by 
Jeff Bishop and Rac hel Rustin 

On Nov. 30, 2000, Rice students 
got to see the administration's power 
first-hand, when Camacho and 
Hutchinson shut down KTRU by 
kicking out the DJ at 8 a.m. and 
locking the KTRU door. 

After years of tension between 
KTRU and the administration re-
garding issues of accountability 
and control, the administration 
shut down the station, bringing 
campus-wide protests and uproar 
f rom alumni and c o m m u n i t y 
members. 

While the incident seems a thing 
of the distant past, the details, les-
sons and implications for student 
organizations are still important. 

Before the incident 
In 1973, a team of electrical engi-

neering students converted KTRU 
from a local, 10-watt broadcast to a 
stereo broadcast, with a listening 
radius of eight miles. 

By 1997, it had grown to a 50,000-
watt radio station and could be heard 
in Oklahoma. KTRU was founded as 
a venue for diverse musical and edu-
cational programming and was con-
trolled by students. 

Throughout the 70s and '80s, 
KTRU broadcast Rice athletics for 
the general Houston community, but 
by 1997 the administration viewed 
KTRU as a "university asset" and 
sought ways to capitalize upon the 
resource. 

Although KTRU is a student-run 
organization, for issues of legality 
the FCC license is held by the Board 
of Trustees. 

Ben Home, the KTRU I)J direc-
tor and Student Association treasurer 
at the time, said a 1997 proposal was 
troubling, because it dictated con-
tent and a large amount of it: 12 hours 
per day of university programming, 
including athletics, lectures and Shep-
herd School performances. 

Most notably, Athletic Director 
Bobby May (Will Rice '65) proposed 
to the KTRU Advisory committee 
that KTRU double the number of 
baseball and women's basketball 
games broadcas t dur ing the 
2000-'01 academic year. 

Johnny So, who was the KTRU 
station manager that year, re-
sponded that he and the staff of 
KTRU would like to work out an 
agreement by which the program-
ming would be under the control 
of the students, not the Advisory 
Committee. 

The chair of the committee, 
Associate Vice President of Finance 
and Administration Neill Binford, 
said that if the committee could not 
decide, the programming decision 
would fall to Camacho. 

"The work of the committee 
would come to a flat dead stop, and 
the decis ion would be in 
Dr. Camacho's hands," Binford said 
at the time. "I think it might be un-
fortunate, because we might be forc-
ing Dr. Camacho to make a decision 
that might change the current man-
agement control." 

Although a student organiza-
t ion, the admin i s t r a t i on has 
con t ro l b e c a u s e of F e d e r a l 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s Commiss ion 
rules concerning licensure. 

"The FCC requires the Board of 
Trustees to hold the license," Presi-
dent Malcolm Gillis said. "The board 
is held accountable for all that goes 
out over the air. In that sense, it is 
clearly a university asset." 

So said that while he knew the 
issue was content ious, nobody 
predicted the shutdown would come 
from it. 

'This had been brewing for years 
on who ultimately had control," So 
(Will Rice '01) said. "Past student 
directors were saying that the 
administration would never exert 
control over our radio station, and 
they were fooled." 

The issue of university-con-
trolled programming to be aired on 
KTRU was again contentious in the 
fall of 2000. In the week before the 
shutdown, administrators asked 
that KTRU increase the number of 
a th le t ic even t s it aired to 
3-4 per week. 

In the days following that 
decision, two DJs broadcast music 
during an hour of a scheduled 
women's basketball game. 

The board is held 

accountable for all that 

goes out over the air. In 

that sense, [KTRU] is 

clearly a university 

asset.' 
— Malcolm Gillis 

President 

President Malcolm Gillis said 
there were several things that could 
have been done beforehand to avoid 
the situation. 

"KTRU could have responded to 
letters from the President 's 
Office before December 2000 about 
accountability of KTRU both to the 
Student Association and to the broader 
university," Gillis said. "At that time, 
more than a decade had passed 
wherein KTRU did not 
fulfill any ofits governance and report-
ing obligations to student government 
or to the broader university." 

Lindsay Botsford, who was the 
SA president at the time, said while 
she agrees the administrat ion 
has responsibility over the station, 
the handling of the incident sur-
prised her. 

"They were ultimately in charge 
of the radio station," Botsford 
(Wiess '02) said. "But 1 think what 
surprised me and what surprised 
other people is that they usually get 
students a lot more involved in deci-
sions like that. I usually think of 
them as a lot more tactful." 

The incident 
At 8 a.m. that Thursday, KTRU 

was taken off the air. The door code 
was changed, the familiar stickers 
were removed from the door, and a 
notice stating that it was a violation 
of the student code of conduct to 
enter the office was posted. 

The following days featured meet-
ings, forums, proposals and media 
attention. 

More than 350 people attended a 
public meeting with Camacho and 
So that evening. Many in attendance, 
mainly undergraduates, confronted 
the administrators present with criti-
cism of their actions. 

Camacho, in turn, presented four 
changes he said he felt needed to 
occur. Camacho said he felt appro-
priate lines of accountability needed 
to be put in place; Gillis, represent-
ing the Board as the holder of the 
FCC license, needed to approve all 
policy changes; an advisory commit-
tee should be created; and the sta-
tion manager should be elected by 
the student body 

However, meetings were not the 
only way in which students ex-
pressed disagreement with the 
administration's actions. 

Around 700 people signed a 
KTRU protest petition, and a silent 
protest was held outside of the Ralph 
S. O'Connor House during a Board 
of Trustees dinner. The SA Senate 
passed a r e so lu t ion , and the 
Thresher published extras and re-
ceived a pages worth of letters to 
the editor. 

By Monday, Home said, the 
administration was willing to work 
on a compromise. 

"The administration changed its 
stance from hardball to compro-
mise," Home (Wiess '02) said. 
"There were 400 calls from angry 
alumni. There was so much bad 
press. Up until then, they were not 
willing to compromise, but now they 
were. There were negotiations from 
there on out." 

After a week of little sleep and 
missed classes for members of 
KTRU, the Thresher and the SA, the 
college presidents worked with 
KTRU leadership and administra-
tors in Student Affairs to work out an 
agreement, and by 4 p.m. Dec. 8, 
nine days after the shutdown, KTRU 
was back on the air. 

Reflecting 
Camacho said the decision to 

shut down the station was made 
after several failed at tempts to 
come to a conclusion between 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and r e l u c t a n t 
students. Camacho said he does 
not think there was any other way 
to handle the situation, although 
he would have liked a different 
resolution. 

Botsford said many students per-
ceived the shutdown as just another 
way the administration was exerting 
control over the students. If KTRU 
had not been the breaking point, she 
said, something else surely would 
have been. 

'This was kind of the 

last straw. It was a 

really tangible 

example of how the 

administration could 

step in anytime they 

wanted to and 

basically stop what 

students were doing/ 
— Iindsay Botsford 

Former SA president 

"This was kind of the last straw," 
Botsford said. "It was a really tan-
gible example of how the adminis-
tration could step in anytime they 
wanted to and basically stop what 
students were doing." 

Many people found student sup-
port for KTRU after the shutdown to 
be overwhelming, especially consid-
ering Rice's reputation for being an 
apathetic campus. 

"A lot of students understood the 
broader issue and were able to seg-
regate what they thought of KTRU 
to student involvement," So said. 
"Some thought that what the admin-
istration did to KTRU was wrong. 
This was a student organization com-

THRESHER FILE PHOT 

Former KTRU DJ Director Ben Home (Wiess '02), applies a KTRU bumper 
sticker to the mouth of Willy's statue on Nov. 30, 2002 to protest the 
shutdown of the KTRU station. 

pletely run by students with mini-
mal interference." 

Botsford said some aspects of 
the s i tuat ion, such as the 
timing — the end of a week at the 
end of the semester—made dealing 
with the si tuat ion even more 
difficult. 

While that week's issue of the 
Thresher had already gone to press, 
four extras were published in the 
days following the shutdown. 

Botsford said some of the les-
sons from the incident deal with the 
SA's role in working with other stu-
dent organizations and in represent-
ing the student body to the adminis-
tration. 

"The SA is always going to be the 
people [administrators] look to in 
terms of dealing with any big issue 
like this," Botsford said. "And 1 guess 
whether other organizations like it 
or not, if they want to make sure they 
have the right in to communicate 
with the administration, the SA is 
going to be it." 

During and after the incident, 
both students and alumni threatened 
to let the incident influence their 
future donations to Rice. Gillis said 
that threatening to withhold dona-
tions, or actually doing so. does not 
affect decisions at Rice. 

"If any Rice donors ceased con-
tributions because of KTRU, that 
would be news to me," Gillis recently 
said. "To be sure, there were a very 
few cases in which alumni threat-
ened to withhold donations." 

The Future 
Some of the resolutions of the 

2000 shutdown will reappear in the 
near future. 

"The aftermath of the incident 
produced an agreement about uni-
versity control of airtime," KTRU 
General Manager Will Robedee said. 
"There was an initial agreement and 
a subsequent agreement. The sub-

sequent agreement expires at the 
end of the baseball season." 

The FCC license, which the board 
holds, comes up for renewal in 2005. 
Robedee, a paid employee, said 
renewals are typically granted with-
out problems, assuming the univer-
sitv completes the filing process bv 
April 1. 2005. 

Robedee said he fee l s the 
relationship between the adminis-
tration and KTRU has great ly 
improved. 

"I think the relationship between 
the university and the students who 
operate KTRU have come a long 
way since the shutdown, in that the 
students at the station are much 
more responsive to the needs of the 
students of the university, and the 
licensing, and more concerned to 
the needs of the licensee, and the 
relationship has returned greatly," 
Robedee said. 

Brian Stoler, who was the editor 
in chief of the Thresher at the time of 
the shutdown, said he can easily 
foresee student institutional memory 
forgetting the lessons from the 
KTRU incident. 

"I have always believed that over 
time, as more classes of students 
come and go, the student body will 
gradually forget about the fact that 
there was once a truly student-run 
radio station at Rice," Stoler 
(Hanszen '01) said. 

Botsford said she hopes the en-
tire incident, and the lessons stu-
dent leaders learned during it. are 
not forgotten. 

"History always has a chance of 
repeating itself, especially in issues 
like this," Botsford said. "There's 
always the tension between stu-
dents and administration ... the 
conflict is inherent in that relation-
ship. I can definitely see it again. I 
would hope that people would look 
to KTRU in a lesson in how to 
resolve it." 



. 

14 THE RICE THRESHER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2004 

f •-

v • ' ' > 'm 

— 

THE 

THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

APRIL 8, 2004. 

p i c k s 
t o n i g h t and 

t o m o r r o w 

LONDON 
CALLING 

The Rice Theatre 

Program, The Rice Players 

and Studies in English 

Literature 1500-1900 

present Actors from the 

London Stage. The group 

will be performing 

Shakespeare's classic 

Romeo and Juliet. 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

8 p.m. Hamman Hall. 

$5 students, 

$10 faculty/staff/ 

seniors, $15 general 

admission. Call (713) 

348-PLAY for tickets. 

t o n i g h t and 
t o m o r r o w 

JUST LIKE AN 
ADRENALINE 
SHOT TO THE 

HEART 

Can't wait for the next 

installment of Kill Bill to 

come out? For a 

Tarantino fix, catch the 

auteui's classic Pulp 

Fiction — it's this week's 

midnight movie at the 

River Oaks. 

Tonight and tomorrow 

at midnight. 

The River Oaks Theater. 

2009 West Gray Street. 

Call (713) 866-8881 for 

more information. 

t u e s d a y 

ROUND UP THE 
SINGERS 

Head over to the Shepherd 

School to hear the Rice 

Chorale, Shepherd 

Singers and Sallyport 

groups perform, 

directed by Tom Jaber. 

Tuesday at 8 p.m., 

Stude Concert Hall, 

Alice Pratt Brown Hall. 

THE BLUE PERIOD 

Picasso' capitalizes on Steve Martin's trademark wit 
Elizabeth Mims 
THRESHER STAFF 

Somet imes the re is nothing bet-
ter than a show that makes the audi-
ence laugh. If this is what you are 
after, look no fu r the r than the Lovett 
U n d e r g r o u n d s , where you'll find 
Picasso at the Lapin Agile and all the 
Steve Martin wit you can handle. 

% 'picasso at the lapin 
agile' 

Lovett Undergrounds 
Rating: * * * * (out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
$3 Rice, $5 general admission 

Writ ten by comedian Steve Mar-
tin, the play revolves around a fic-
t ional e n c o u n t e r be tween ar t is t 
Pablo Picasso and physicist Albert 
Einstein in 1904 at a French bar, Le 
Lapin Agile — an actual bar in Paris, 
painted by Picasso in his>l« Lapin 
Agile. Mart in plays with the idea of 
a c lash be tween two gen iuses of 
ent irely di f ferent rea lms — art and 
sc ience . He wonde r s what would 
have happened if a mind of pro-
phet ic visuals had mixed with a 
mind of logic. Did t h e s e men know 
that they w e r e about to c h a n g e the 
2 0 t h c e n t u r y ? ( I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
E i n s t e i n p u b l i s h e d h i s Spec ia l 
T h e o r y of Relativity a year later, 
P i cas so pa in ted Les Demoiselles 
dAvignon in 1907.) 

Martin en te r ta ins the conversa-
tional and comic possibilities of this 
chance mee t ing th rough his kooky 

f ChNKOVICH/THRESHER 

Einstein (Brian Doctrow) tries to impress Suzanne (Leilani Hawks) with the size of his ... intellect. 

cast of cha rac te r s and a slew of intel-
lectual repar tee . 

F reddy (Lovett Col lege junior 
I a n n y Bose) o w n s the ba r that 
Picasso (Hanszen Col lege sopho-
m o r e Reynaldo Valdez) regular ly 
f r equen t s . As F reddy o p e n s the bar 
for the night , Gas ton (Lovett senior 
Nicholai S t e p h e n s ) , a s tereotypical 
d runk F r e n c h m a n , is a l ready un-
der the inf luence . Einstein (Lovett 

s o p h o m o r e Brian Doctrow) walks 
in and sits down, awaiting bis date, 
t h e C o u n t e s s (Lovett f r e s h m a n 
Jacquel ine Kirby). Minutes later, 
Germaine (Will Rice College se-
nior Kathar ine Gurba) and Suzanne 
(Lovett College f r e s h m a n Leilani 
H a w k s ) — t w o v e r y s e x u a l l y 
cha rged women — en te r and light 
up the scanty, testosterone-fi l led 
bar of men , add ing layers to the 

sc r ip t . S a g o t ( C o r e y C o g s w e l l , 
J ones '02) — the art d e a l e r — b u r s t s 
into the bar next , full of m a x i m s 
and grea t comedic t iming, and joins 
the cast as they await Picasso. 

When Picasso arrives, the deba te 
between the cha rac te r s really ge t s 
heated and delves d e e p into the un-
known and the absurd . T h e batt le of 
the brains culminates with a draw, 

See ART. Page 16 

The Israel-Palestine conflict personified in 'Dirty Story' 
Victoria Zyp 
FOR THE THRESHER 

After near ly 50 years , two major 
wars , several failed peace t rea t ies 
and m u c h b loodshed , the Israeli-
Pales t in ian confl ict is very difficult 
to t race . But what if the p romised 
land wasn ' t a far-away dese r t , but a 
f a sh ionab le New York apar tment? 
And what if t he c h a r a c t e r s weren ' t 
f ace less nat ion s ta tes , but personi-
fied — Israel as the gun-tot ing sol-
d ie r , Pa l e s t ine as an explosive-
wea r ing thug . 

& 'dirty story' 

Stages Repertory Theater 
Rating: * * * 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Through April 11. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fridays 

and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sundays 
at 3 p.m. Tickets from $25-$35 

T h i s is t h e scenar io p re sen t ed 
in Dirty Story, a play by Oscar-
winn ing s c r e e n w r i t e r John Patrick 
S h a n l e y (Moonstruck), p l ay ing 
t h r o u g h April 11 at S tages Reper-
tory T h e a t r e . It is an allegory that 
at t imes leaps off the ledge of good 
tas te in depict ing a conflict where 
often no side s e e m s completely cor-
rect , e i the r politically or ethically. 

Having watched the play twice, 
and having s tudied the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict itself a g rea t deal, I 
was aware that every single line in 
th is play is loaded with meaning , 

e v e n t h o s e t h a t 
s eem like s imple 
jokes. T h e first act 
h o w e v e r , is so 
ca re fu l ly c r a f t e d , 
that it is not imme-
d i a t e ly a p p a r e n t 
w h i c h c h a r a c t e r 
e m b o d i e s w h i c h 
role in the conflict. 
T h e r e is a villain 
and a victim, and it 
is not c lear until 
the last line of the 

first act who is Israel and who is 
Palestine. In fact, t h e politics h e r e 
s eem mainly of the sexual nature . 
T h e play beg ins in a park, where 
aspir ing novelist W a n d a (Christ ine 
Auten) c o m e s to meet the conde-
scending, s ea soned wri ter Bru tus 
(Alex Kilgore) to d i scuss he r first 
work. He s p e n d s the scene insult-
ing her , h e r novel and her inno-
cence for even bo the r ing to write 
fiction in the no-nonsense modern 
world. Despi te their host i le first en-
counter , t he two mee t again in the 
t rendy New York City apar tment 
that b e c o m e s the i r c o m m o n h o m e 
and ba t t l eground . 

The second act opens in a bar, 
featuring its drawling owner and his 
British barkeep . In this act, labeled 
"non-fict ion," the connec t ion be-
tween the cha rac te r s and current 
events b e c o m e t ransparent , as the 
Western forces come in to oversee 
the turf battle over the apar tment ' s 
decora t ion . T h e e x t e n d e d meta-
phors in this act might begin to feel 
heavy-handed, if they were not so 
bitingly funny. T h e play insults all 
part ies equally, cleverly skewering 
them on their most pointed stereo-
types. America is a fat, gun-pushing 
Texan, and Britain is his sidekick. 
Israel s t ruts around in battle fatigues, 
while Palest inians are descr ibed as 
having been "unemployed for cen-
turies." 

P roduc t ion e l e m e n t s under l ine 
the p lay ' s polit ical t h e m e s . T h e 
floor is pa in ted as a c a m o u f l a g e d , 
t o p o g r a p h i c a l map , and the back-
d rop e v o k e s the c h a r r e d r e m n a n t s 
of t h e World T r a d e C e n t e r ' s s tee l 
ske l e ton . L igh t ing is of ten su r rea l 
and m e l o d r a m a t i c , evok ing t h e 
s ensua l m o o d of a d a n c e c lub that 
e m p h a s i z e s t h e sexua l t ens ion be-
tween W a n d a and B r u t u s . T h e 
m u s i c s e t s t h e p iece squa re ly in 
the m o d e r n e ra whi le ma in ta in ing 
an i ronic tone . T h e d a n c e midway 
t h r o u g h t h e s e c o n d act to the re-
frain of "King of t h e Levant" w a s 
mos t br i l l iant . 

T h o u g h s o m e t i m e s the play is 

COURTESY STAGES THEATRE 

David Born (Watson), Alex Kilgore (Brutus), Christine Auten (Wanda) and 
John Richard Johnston (Frank) are a microcosm of the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

a s h a m e l e s s man ipu la t ion of ste-
r eo types , it a t t e m p t s to c o n q u e r 
big ideological i s s u e s within the 
I s rae l i -Pa les t in ian conf l ic t . T h e 
concep t of villain and vict im is 
p r imary a m o n g t h e s e . It is impos-
sible to ass ign s y m p a t h y to o n e 
c h a r a c t e r , b e c a u s e each is s h o w n 
as a pawn of h i s s i tua t ion at t h e 
s a m e m o m e n t h e bruta l ly a t t a cks 
the o t h e r . T h e play r e j ec t s t h e 
idea of h e r o i s m , mak ing Amer ica ' s 
invo lvement in the confl ict s e e m 
less m a g n a n i m o u s than is o f t en 
p o r t r a y e d . 

Wanda is a German-Jew, and 
Biutus is a Jew-German, pointing out 
the closeness of the two ethnicities 
fighting in this conflict. All four char-
acters —Israel, Palestine, the United 
States and Britain — debate the idea 

of refugeeisni and of imperial nations 
moving out native populations in or-
der to make room for themselves. 
Th i s is evident, as the T e x a s cow-
boy offers the Pales t in ians a peace 
se t t lement cons i s t ing of reserva-
t ions and cas inos . 

Dirty Story p r o m i s e s to insult 
eve ryone . If you do not have a 
v iewpoint on t h e Israel i -Pales t in-
ian conf l ic t , it is an e n j o y a b l e way 
to be e d u c a t e d . If you do h a v e a 
s t ance , it is an impor t an t way to 
be c h a l l e n g e d . P e r h a p s if Ameri-
can a u d i e n c e s canno t u n d e r s t a n d 
fighting over a smal l s t r ip of d e s e r t 
in the Middle Eas t , e q u a t i n g it to 
a r en t -con t ro l l ed a p a r t m e n t in a 
f a sh ionab l e New York n e i g h b o r -
hood he lp s t r a n s l a t e how h igh t h e 
s t a k e s really a r e . 
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DEAD MAN DOWN 
Text bi) Urli| Kecurek, 

Laijcut Ipif Jcnatlw Schumann 

ZOMBIE GUIDE 

STUDIOS 

Michael (Jake Weber, left) and Kenneth (Ving Rhames) lead other survivors to a 
possible escape in Dawn of the Dead (2004) 

Romero's Originals: 
Night of the Living Dead 
(1968) 
Dawn of the Dead (1978) 
Day of the Dead (1985) 

The Remakes: 
Night of the Living Dead 
(1990, directed by Tom Savini) 
Dawn of the Dead (2004, 
directed by Zach Snyder) 

To the list of life's unsung plea-
sures, add watching zombies shop 
during after-Christmas sales. 

Director George A. Romero cer-
tainly did not create zombies, but I 
have never really wanted to watch any-
one else's. The first film in his zombie 
trilogy, Night of the Living Dead (1968) 
is a black-and-white low-budget won-
der with biting commentary about 
race relations in 1960s America. 

'dawn of the 
dead' 

1 9 7 8 v e r s i o n : * * * * 
2 0 0 4 Version: * * * 

(out of five) 
in thea te rs 

Romero had virtually no money, 
so he made do. The "blood" that 
flows so freely from zombie victims 
is actually chocolate syrup — there 
was no way the color discrepancy 
would be noticeable in the low-
grade colorless footage. The organs 
that the monsters rip into and fight 
over are real organs procured from 
butcher shops. 

More significantly, while Romero 
claims the decision to cast a black 
man (Duane Jones) as the hero of 
the film was unconscious, the move 
was extremely progressive for its 
time, even for an underfunded inde-
pendent horror film. 

A true testament to the strength 
of Romero's twisted vision, 

Night has 
a g e d 
q u i t e 
well. It 
is still 
creepy, 
its so-

cial 

commentary is still biting, and the 
stark footage is still mesmerizing. 
The film was re-released in early 
March in a wonderfully remas-
tered DVD version, meaning you 
will not have to put up with an-
cient grainy tape transfers, if you 
make the wise decision to check it 
out for home viewing. 

The next in the series, Dawn of 
the Dead (1978) is a parody, both of 
Romero's initial film and of consumer 
culture. The final movie in the tril-
ogy, Day of the Dead, was released in 
1985 and is much more apocalyptic 
than the first two films. 

Dawn is not a horror movie in the 
sense that we've come to expect after 
the advent of the slasher film. Sure, 
there are a few gasp-worthy moments, 
but for the most part, the film is pure 
tongue-in-cheek. 

Two Philadelphia SWAT team 
members, a helicopter traffic re-
porter and his girlfriend search for 
refuge by helicopter. After a few 
encounters with zombies, they head 
into the relative safety of an isolated 
shopping mall that, while zombie-
infested, is full of provisions. 

As if this premise were not campy 
enough, the zombies are outfitted 
just as they were in life. The audi-
ence meets a baseball player, a nurse 
and a Hare Krishna, complete with 
tambourine, among others. 

To make the whole situation even 
more ludicrous, while the zombies 
do actually eat people — transform-
ing their victims into flesh-eating 
monsters postmortem — their chief 
means of capturing their live pray 
consists of walking very slowly. 
Note: the zombies in Night also walk 
very slowly, but they do not get dis-
tracted by clearance sales at 
J.C. Penney. 

So how good is the original 
Dawn? As a straight horror film, it is 
terrible. It is barely scary, though it 
is certainly gory. One scene forced 

me to turn away from the screen, 
an embarrassing confession for 
someone who grew up watch-
ing "Monstervision" on late-
night cable. 

But as a satire. Dawn is 
delicious. Romero's camera 

work creates a consumer 
environment that looks 

like some sort of 
fantasy camp for 

overspending. The 
soundtrack is 

rife with the 
s a m e 

terrible soft jazz Muzak tunes that 
filter through the mall, which is re-
splendent with silk plants and fluo-
rescent lighting. 

The acting is good, and although 
the characters are ridiculous, we 
care about them, in large part be-
cause there are so few. An audience 
can easily differentiate between 
them — even in the chaos of a shop-
ping mall at the end of the world. 

This brings us to the question at 
hand: what happens to Romero's 
over-the-top, deceptively glib film 
when you re-make it in 2004? 

The zombies in 
Night also walk 
very slowly, but 
they do not get 
DISTRACTED b y 
clearance sales at 
J.C. Penney. 

Well, the short answer is "nothing 
too great." Da wn of the Dead (2004) is 
not a bad movie. In fact, as a stand-
alone horror movie, it would probably 
hold up just fine. The problem is, 
Romero's shoes are hard to fill, and 
new director Zack Snyder and screen-
writer James Gunn (ScoobyDoo, Scooby 
Doo 2) seem to have opted for an 
entirely different type of footwear. 

Dawn (2004) launches into 
nightmareland within 10 minutes. 

The zombies here don't just wander 
around. Instead, they leap and run 
at abnormally fast speeds. They 
growl and rip into people. Audience 
members sit through multiple 
scenes of death and resurrection. 

There are a few traces of hu-
mor, and a few key concepts re-
main, such as the zombies coming 
to the mall out of habit and the 
classic tagline "When there is no 
more room in hell, the dead will 
walk the earth," but the film as a 
whole is much darker. Rather than 
lambasting consumer culture, 
Gunn and Snyder seem preoccu-
pied with class issues. 

Our "Final Girl," Ana (Canadian 
Sarah Polley, My Life Without Me), 
is a nurse who lives in a charming 
subdivision. Polley is a believable 
survivor who, having had to deal 
with herzombified neighbors, flees 
the town as the horror show un-
folds around her. She meets up with 
a cop named Kenneth (Ving 
Rhames, Pulp Fiction), a man called 
Michael Qake Weber, The Cell) and 
couple Andre (Mekhi Phifer ,8 Mile) 
and the very pregnant Luda (Inna 
Korobkina, The Ladies Man). The 
group flees to a shopping mall, 
which is conveniently zombie-free 
but unfortunately lorded over by a 
trio of mall security guards, drunk 
on their own power and despera-
tion to survive. 

Plot summary hits on the first 
problem with this version of the film: 
ITiere are just too many people. We 
have not even been introduced to 
the handful of other still-human hu-

mans that show up at the mall, or 
the man camped out on the roof of 
his gunshop in the next block. And, 
as if that weren't enough, there's a 
dog, too. 

I have to give credit to the film-
makers for trying. They are attempt-
ing to create a microcosm. There are 
people with money, people without 
money, and there are the rest of them. 

There is Steve (Ty Burrell, Black 
Hawk Down), who we all hate be-
cause he's incompetent, self-satisfied 
and owns a yacht. We hate security 
guard C.J. (Michael Kelly, Man on the 
Moon), because he's a selfish power-
hungry jerk. We love the thrice-
divorced, chronically unemployed 
Michael, because he means well. 

The problem is, despite all of this 
careful character development, the 
film is a mob in the wrong way. Yes, 
there should be crowds of zombies. 
But there should not be crowds of 
living characters to keep straight. 

In the film's defense, the acting 
is pretty good, and the script, while 
crowded and mostly humorless, is 
not total trash. Kudos are due to 
c inematographer Mat thew F. 
Leonetti (The Butterfly Effect) for 
the eerie shots of tracts of nearly 
identical suburban homes. And it 
is hard to pick at the film too much 
for not being funny. The original 
Dawn is successful at being funny 
in a way few movies are. The prob-
lem, however, is that there is no 
real reason for Dawn of the Dead to 
exist unless it is self-deprecating. 
The new film is just a little too slick 
to do that effectively. 

I 

COURTESY UNIVERSAL STUDIOS 

Zombies attack in Dawn of the Dead (2004). 
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Three geniuses play with reality 
APT, from Page 14 
when Picasso sketches a figure, and 
Einstein creates a formula. "Mine 
touches the heart," Picasso says. 
"Mine touches the head," replies 
Einstein. "This will change the future!" 
exclaims Picasso, to which Einstein 
answers, "Oh, and this won't?" 

The play is a clever 
commentary on 
what is considered 
real and whose 
opinion makes it so. 

Picasso and Einstein eventually 
become convinced they will be the 
great names of the 20th century, 
but — as everything always comes 
in threes — there must be a third 
genius. Introduce Schmendiman 
(Lovett junior Sean Smith), an in-
ventor who claims he is the missing 
name, but the audience soon real-
izes that his mouth is louder and 
more productive than his inven-
tions. But with the help of The Visi-
to r (Lovet t f r e s h m a n Pa t r ick 
Young), an Elvis-esque songwriter 
from the future, the cast is given 
some insight into the identity of the 

third genius, who is revealed later 
in the play. 

In the i r ques t t h rough the 
unknown, Picasso and Einstein come 
to realize what they have in com-
mon — neither man's ideas fall 
under conventional beliefs of the time. 
They recognize that both theories 
and art help to rationalize the in-
definite, and in that respect, both 
are beautiful. 

Martin has constructed a play of 
ceaseless laughs, but the plot lacks 
some fluidity and consistency. Some-
times the lack of action makes the 
constant stream of wit seem lacklus-
ter, so some of the jokes are not fully 
realized. But Martin has packed 
enough punch in his script for laughs 
every minute. For instance, Einstein 
remarks, "A triangle with four points 
is what Euclid rides into hell." 

Lovett junior Adriana Ramirez 
directs the play and has put together 
an energetic show full of talented 
actors. There are some fabulous 
standouts, including Cogswell, with 
his s t r i k i n g s t age p r e s e n c e ; 
Doctrow, with his flawless accent 
and meditative inflection; and Gurba, 
who brings a startling honesty and 
charm to her seductive role. The 
production staff made a smart deci-
sion to create an intimate setting in 
the Lovett Undergrounds. The audi-

ence is unsettlingly close to the ac-
tors, but the intimacy is appropriate, 
since Martin crosses the mythic 
"fourth wall" throughout the play 
and connects with the audience on 
several occasions. 

Sometimes the 
lack of action 
makes the constant 
stream of wit seem 
LACKLUSTER, SO 
some of the jokes 
are not fully 
realized. 

Behind Martin's familiar silliness 
and a script full of zany tangents lies 
a backbone of reality. The play is a 
clever commentary on what is con-
sidered real and whose opinion 
makes it so. The characters emerge 
anew in the end after they "say good-
bye to the age of indifference ... hello 
... to the age of regret." 

I highly recommend a trip to 
Picasso at the iMpin Agile, for you 
will neither forget nor regret such 
an entertaining spectacle. 
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COMING A'lTRACTIONS 

New films look promising 
If you're anything like me, you're 
never satisfied with what's at the 
movies. I've seen The Dreamers 
and Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind, and 
I want more. So far, it 
looks like a promising 
year for film, and here 
is a look at films I look 
forward to seeing. 

Contender, Pleasantville) stars as 
the widowed mother of four whose 
life changes when a new man 

(Kevin Costner, now hot 
again after the success 
of Open Range) enters 
her life. Acting power-
house Evan Rachel 
Wood (Thirteen) co-
stars as one of Allen's 
headstrong daughters. 

Open Water 
Summer 
Acquired by Lions' Gate 
after a rapturous recep-
tion at the Sundance 
Film Festival, this low-
budget thriller about 
scuba divers stranded in the sea 
supposedly is a throwback to Jaws. 
So what makes this film, with 
unknown actors, so appealing? 
Due to a low budget, the filmmak-
ers used real sharks instead of 
computer-generated effects. 

The Door in the Floor 
June 25 
The eternal ly beaut i fu l Kim 
Basinger and the wildly talented 
Jeff Bridges star in this marital 
drama based on the opening one-
third of John Irving's A Widow for 
One Year. The novel is an astute, 
intricate character study, leaving 
a great outline for Basinger and 
Bridges to wow audiences. 

Who doesn't 
want MORE of 
Johnny Depp? 

A Home at the End of the 
World — July 23 
The last time one of author Michael 
Cunningham's novels was filmed, 
it was showered with awards rec-
ognition. But can this melodrama 
mimic The Hours' success? With 
Sissy Spacek, Colin Farrell and 
Robin Wright Penn starring, it prom-
ises to be a precise, intense emo-
tional journey. 

Kinsey 
Fall 
Bill Condon's last directorial ef-
for t , Gods and Monsters, 
explored the life of horror film 
director James Whale. Here he 
explores the life of Dr. Alfred Kinsey, 
who came up with the now-infa-
mous Kinsey scale of sexual behav-
ior. With Liam Neeson in the title 
role, and Laura Linney co-starring, 
the film promises to be stimulating 
and thought-provoking. 

The Upside of Anger — Fall 
Long one of the most talented 
actresses working, Joan Allen (The 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

We Don't Live Here 
Anymore — Fall 
This drama won the 
Waldo Salt Screenwriter 
Award at this year's 
Sundance Film Festival. 

It stars Laura Dern, Mark Ruffalo, 
Naomi Watts and Peter Krause as 
dueling spouses and looks to play 
like a contemporary Bob & Carol & 
Ted & Alice, which dealt with the 
marital problems of swingers in the. 
'70s. 

J.M. Barrle's Neverland 
October 22 
Who doesn't want more of Johnny 
Depp? After last year's scene-
stealing work in Pirates of the 
Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 
Pearl and Once Upon a Time in 
Mexico, the actor returns by play-
ing the tormented playwright J.M. 
Barrie, who brought the story of 
Peter Pan to the stage. With 
Monster's Ball director Marc 
Forster behind the camera, and 
the luminous Kate Winslet (Sense 
and Sensibility) and Julie Christie 
(Afterglow) co-starring, this one 
has Oscar written all over it. 

The Aviator 
November 
This film about eccentric playboy 
Howard Hughes is another with 
great awards potential. Though 
director Martin Scorsese's last film, 
Gangs of New York, was a laborious 
failure, this film shows great prom-
ise. It again stars Leonardo 
DiCaprio in the lead role, it boasts 
a stellar supporting cast including 
Cate Blanchett as Katherine 
Hepburn, Jude Law as Errol Flynn, 
Kate Beckinsale as Ava Gardner 
and Gwen Stefani as Jean Harlow. 

The Life Aquatic 
December 1 
Following the success of The Royal 
Tenenbaums. director Wes Ander-
son offers this film about a quirky 
Jacques Cousteau-esque marine 
biologist (Bill Murray) and the eclec-
tic people that surround him. Cate 
Blanchett, Anjelica Huston and 
Owen Wilson co-star. 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College sophomore and arts and 
entertainment editor. 
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Coffee with exotic atmosphere 
by Emily Edwards 

T H R E S H KR S T A F F 

Although difficult to spot from 
the street, Brasil belies its exterior 
inconspicuousness with quality cof-
fee and a hip atmosphere. 

Brasil 

Overall: • • • • 
Food: • • • 

Atmosphere: • • • • 
Value: • • • 
(out of five) 

Located on the southeast corner 
of Westheimer and Dunlavy, this 
chill restaurant serves a wide variety 
of coffees, teas and desserts in ad-
dition to more substantive offerings 
of pizzas, salads and sandwiches. 
Finding Brasil can be a bit of a 
challenge, since the ivy climbing 
the brick walls and covering the 
patio hides any signs. The lack of 
a parking lot might also throw you 
off, but parking abounds on the 
surrounding side streets. 

The farUier you get inside Brasil, 
the cooler it gets. From the innovative 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Brasil's original coffee bar exudes unconventional flair. 

DINING: BRASIL 
(713) 528-1993 
2604 Dunlavy Street 
Fri-Sat 8 a.m. - 2 a.m. 
Sun 8 a.m. -12 a.m. 
All major credit cards except 
Discover. 

Price Range: $2-$7 

Special Deals: Live Jazz 
Wednesday and Friday, DJ 
Monday starting at 9:30 p.m. 

Smoking: Permitted throughout. 

photographs lining the walls to the 
fresh and enjoyable live music to the 
bathroom wall commentary ("Kati Per-
ry faked her orgasm with Alex Gadd 
every time"), Brasil's atmosphere 
embodies a refreshing originality that 
Starbucks seems to have drained from 
the coffee shop scene. 

Both patio and indoor seating are 
available, but the hum ofWestheimer 
traffic permeates the entire establish-
ment. The high volume of the music 
and the lack of wireless Internet 
access , in addition to the street 
noise, preclude studying, so do 
not come expecting to get work or 
reading done. Rather, bring a small 
group of friends and look forward 
to some stimulating — or at least 
entertaining — conversation. 

In addition to the invigorating 
ambiance, Brasil brews a mean cup 
of coffee. The house blend leaves 
a pleasantly surprising aftertaste, 
reminiscent of cinnamon, which 

softens the slight bitterness of the 
black coffee. Cappuccinos are served 
steaming hot, with plenty of foam 
piled on top. Finish off your coffee 
with a large slice of creamy white 
chocolate cheesecake drizzled with 
dark chocolate sauce. The only 
drawback of this delectable dessert 
is that it arrived slightly frozen. The 
chocolate-covered espresso beans 
add an excellent zip to any caffeine-
addict's day. 

Brasil's atmosphere 
embodies a refreshing 

originality. 

Brasil, complete with excellent 
coffee and a funky atmosphere, pro-
vides a great setting for a boisterous 
group outing. 

Brewing casual comfort 
by Kim Swanson and Emily Edwards 

TORKSHKR S T A F F 

If you're looking for a quiet place 
to study, away from your room-
mate's less-than-perfect hygiene 
and questionable taste in music, you 
should try Diedrich Coffee. 

Diedrich 

Overall: • • • 
Food: • • • 1 / 2 

Atmosphere: • • • 
Value: • • • 

(out of five) 

With several locations in Hous-
ton, including two in the Mon-
trose-Westheimer area, Diedrich 
will fulfill any acadein's craving 
for a place to curl up with a copy 
of Toni Morrison's latest novel or 
any pre-med's compulsion for a 
quiet locale to dissect an MCAT 
studyguide. The wireless Inter-
net a c c e s s and abundance of 
e l ec tr i ca l ou t l e t s e v e n m a k e 
Diedrich an excellent milieu for 
writing dining reviews. 

Floor-to-ceiling windows fac-
ing towards Westheimer Road, 
stained hardwood floors and large 
lounge chairs help to create the 
homey and relaxing atmosphere 
at Diedrich, and the I.Q.-enhancing 
classical music wafting from the ste-
reos renders an iPod redundant. In 
addition to Tchaikovsky, patrons 
sitting near windows will also be 
exposed to the sounds of busy 
Westheimer traffic. 

Even the air conditioning helps 
create an environment conducive 
to studying: cool breezes hit the 
room every twenty minutes or so, 
jolting the napping scholar awake. 
This atmosphere exemplifies the 
beauty of Diedrich as a place away 
from Fondren with plenty of steam-
ing java and hard chairs to keep its 
scholarly patrons engaged in their 
intellectual activities. 

Not that anyone would be able 
to sleep after consuming any of 

KARLA HELD/THRESHER 

Coffee lovers enjoy the patio 
seating at Diedrich Coffee. 

Diedrich's steaming drinks. Served 
in generous cups, the chai latte 
delivers a delicious ginger stream 
of comfort caffeine. Try a Mayan 
Mocha flavored with chocolate, cin-
namon, and almond for an uncon-
ventional and slightly overpowering 
mix of spices. 

For coffee and tea lovers seek-
ing variety, Diedrich is heaven on 
earth. Between the blended frozen 
drinks, ice coffees, extravagant mo-
chas and lattes, and an enormous 
selection of teas ranging from earl 
grey to apple blossom, diners will be 
able to find exactly the right menu 
item to satisfy any craving. Patrons 
hungry for portions more filling 
than a cup of joe should explore the 
wide variety of delectable desserts. 
Rich caramel drizzled over pecans 
and chocolate chips combined with 
light and creamy cheesecake make 
the turtle cheesecake worth an 
extra splurge. 

Do not assume Diedrich is only 1 

a place to study; sip your drink 
outside on the patio, and you 
won't collect glares from studi-
ous patrons. Whether studying 
or socializing, cof fee lovers and 
col lege kids just looking for a 
place to chill will both enjoy the 
comfortable and laid-back atmo-
sphere of Diedrich. 

A caffeine fix without the pick-me-up 
by Kim Swanson 

THRESHERSTAFF 

Nestled in the heart of revitalized 
downtown Houston, Kaveh Kanescof-
feehouse falls short in its attempt to 
create a cozy, cult-favorite hangout. 

Kaveh Kanes 

Overall: • • 
Food: • • 

Atmosphere: • • 1/2 
Value: • • 

(out of five) 

In trying too hard to be mod-
ern and eclectic, this coffeehouse 
flounders in its efforts to be a truly 
interesting and comfortable caffeine 
joint. Bland and modern paintings 
that could just as easily hang in a 
dentist's office cover the walls instead 
of warm, experimental artwork. 
Lighting over tables is too dim to 
create a cozy feel. Even coffee and tea 

drinks are too dilute to be considered 
zippy or flavorful. 

The chai latte lacks spicy zest; 
one tastes more milk than chai. 
Chamomile tea comes with one 
tea bag for a medium-sized cup of 
water, and does not even yield a 
flavorful cup of tea after ten minutes 
of steeping. The mediocrity of the 
beverages is slightly offset by the 
restricted offering of pastries, muf-
fins and biscotti, which provide a 
delicious light snack to accompany 
any beverage. 

Patrons will only find standard 
c o f f e e d r i n k s — c a p p u c c i n o , 
mocha, espresso, latte and iced 
coffee — and a limited selection of 
caffeinated and herbal teas brew-
ing at Kaveh Kanes. Experimental 
drinks with many bold flavors are 
nowhere to be found on the menu. In 
addition to coffee and tea. a limited 
selection of premium microbrews, 
such as Flying Dog Classic Pale Ale 
and Sierra Nevada Porter, are sold 
by the bottle. 

Jazz softly playing in the back-
ground makes Kaveh Kanes ideal 

DINING: DIEDRICH 
(713) 522-8801 
1901 Westheimer Road 
Monday - Thursday 6 a.m. -12 a.m. 
Friday 6 a.m. -1 a.m. 
Saturday 7 a.m. -1 a.m. 

DINING: KAVEH KANES 
(713)236-0411 
912 Prairie Street 
Monday - Thursday 7 a.m. -12 a.m. 
Friday - Saturday 7 a.m. • 1 a.m. 
Sunday 8 a.m. -10 p.m. 
Mastercard and Visa. 

Price Range: $2 $5 

Special Deals: None 

Smoking: No. 

KARLA HELD/THRESHER 

The artsy portal of Kaveh Kanes 
coffee shop. 

for studying or chatting with friends. 
Free wireless and hardwire Internet 
port s allow customers to tote a laptop 
along for studying purposes. On 
weeknights, the hangout is packed 
with young professionals typing away 
on sleek silver laptops. Stop by on 
the weekend after dinner or a show 
to relax and grab a cup ol java; just 
don't expect a hip crowd to greet you 
at the door. 

In its effort to cultivate two vastly 
different attitudes — comfort and 
edginess — Kaveh Kanes exudes 
little personality at all. As far as coffee 
shops go, Kaveh Kanes is good for 
a place to study, but not for a whole 
lot more. 
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Women's track wins Bayou Classic 
by Dylan Hedrick 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The women's track and field team 
aced its firsttestof the outdoor track and 
field season, winning the Houston Hil-
ton Plaza Bayou Classic last weekend at 
the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium. 

The Owls have had little time to 
rest, however, as competition has 
already begun in Rice's next test of 
the outdoor season — the 77th Clyde 
Littlefield Texas Relays. Senior Ruth-
ann Gairdner kicked off the meet with 
the heptathlon, and she sat in eighth 
place after Wednesday's events. The 
meet, which features top professional, 
collegiate and high school athletes, is 
being held at the University of Texas' 
MikeA Myers Stadium and continues 
through tomorrow. 

"Hopefully [Gairdner] will qualify 
[for the NCAA regional meet] and 
get that over," head coach Victor 
Lopez said. "We also have [seniors Al-
lison Beckford and Tanya Wright] this 
week, who should add a little punch." 
The Texas Relays will be the first meet of 
the year in which Beckford and Wright 
will compete after missing the indoor 
season due to lack of eligibility. 

"I'm excited, and I'm ready for 
them, but I've been battling some 

Achilles [tendon] problems," Wright 
said. "I just want to take it slow these 
first few meets and just build up to that 
and not worry right now. My main 
goal is just to stay healthy — as long 
as I stay healthy, I'll be fine." 

Since the meet ' s schedule is 
spread throughout the week, the Owls 
will interrupt their normal weekly 
practice schedule to travt! to Austin. 
"It really makes the week short, and 
I want to keep them working," Lopez 
said. "We will run a lot of relays, and 
[competing in those relays in the 
meet] become intense training. I want 
to see if the 4x100[-meter relay] can 
go under 45 seconds, and we are also 
looking forward to the 4x400." 

The fabled Texas Relays is typi-
cally one of the best-attended track 
meets in Texas. This year it features 
Olympic gold medallists Inger Miller 
and Chrvste Gaines, as well as some of 
the best talent in the collegiate and high 
school ranks from around the nation. 
"It's definitely a big meet, and I'm 
running the steeplechase for the 
first time this year," senior Shannon 
Murto. "We have a lot of relays, so hope-
fully our team will do well. Some of the 
girls are trying to get regional qualifying 
times, but it is only the second meet of 
the season for most people." 

Men's tennis drops a pair 
by Zach Epstein 

THRESHER STAFF 

After amassing a perfect 17-0 
record over the first 11 weeks of its 
season, the men's tennis team suffered 
two losses last week, falling to 43rd-
ranked ()klahoma State University last 
Sunday and 4 lst-ranked University of 
Alabama Wednesday The Owls will 
have a chance to redeem themselves 
on Tuesday, when they travel to 
Texas A&M University to take on the 
25th-ranked Aggies. 

"It's a great opportunity to bounce 
back against a local rival," senior Rich-
ard Barker said. "Form goes out the 
window in a match like this—it's going 
to be an absolute battle out there." 

Seniors Richard and William Bark-
er have an even greater incentive to 
play well, as A&M's top doubles team 
of Lester Cook and Ante Matijevic is 
currently ranked second nationally to 
the Barkers' fourth. 

"We're playing them the day 
before [the dual match | at the 
River ()aks | International, a profes-
sional tournament to which both 
duos have been invited], so we're 
going to be seeing quite a bit of 
them next week," Richard Barker 
said. "It's going to be fun to play a 
top-ranked team — they're ranked 
ahead of us, so there will be no 
p ressure on us." 

Despite their two losses, last week 
began on a high note for the Owls, as 
they defeated 11 th-rankedTexas Chris-
tian University. Rice brought a healthy 
team and a powerful desire into this 
year's match, as the team went to Fort 
Worth March 25 with a 14-year losing 
streak against the Horned Frogs. 

"We went in there, and we did 
not want to lose," William Barker 
said. "We were going to fight. They 

Last weekend. Rice won the Bayou 
Classic with 130 points, finishing 
ahead of Texas State University, who 
came in second with 112 points, and 
Sam Houston State University, who 
was third with 91 points. 

"We've been training pretty hard, 
and for the first meet of the season, 
it's nice to place to figure out where 
we are," Murto said. "It's hopefully 
a good starting point for the rest of 
the season." 

At the Bayou Classic, Rice had 
five runners qualify for the NCAA 
regional qualifying meet. Sprint-
ers Funmi Jimoh, a sophomore, 
and junior Yvonne Umeh qualified 
in the 100-meter hurdles and the 
200-meter dash, respectively Jimoh 
took first in her event, finishing in 
13.95 seconds to earn 10 team points, 
while Gairdner added five points, 
placing fourth in 14.69. 

In the 200, Umeh finished in 23.76, 
just 0.02 seconds behind I g u a n a 
Ixwett from Texas State, while Nina 
Mayes earned fourth in 24.60. Umeh 
later helped the 4x100 relay squad 
qualify for the regional meet, as the 
team took first in 45.35. 

Umeh and Mayes also took the top 
two spots in the 100, finishing in 11.86 

See TRACK, Page 20 

were going to have to carry us out 
of there." 

In doubles, the Barkers played to 
form, defeating their opponents 8-5. 
In an attempt to avoid the second-
ranked Barkers, the Horned Frogs' 
19th-ranked doubles team played at 
the second position — a strategy not 
kosher in college tennis — but this 
breach of etiquette was not success-
ful, as the team of sophomore Robert 
Searle and freshman Ben Harknett 
secured the doubles point for Rice, 
winning 8-5 at the third position. 

'It's probably better 
that we got [losing] 
out of the way. It'll be 
like a good kick in the 
teeth for the team.' 

— William Barker 
Senior tennis player 

"We won the doubles point, so 
it doesn't mean anything," Richard 
Barker said. "It just shows that they're 
scared of us — teams don't want to 
play us." 

In singles, 36th-ranked Searle 
cruised to a 6-1, G-0 victory, and senior 
Vuk Rajevac won 7-6,6-3 to push Rice's 
lead to 3-0. The Horned Frogs then 
struck back with victories at the sixth 
and fourth |K>sitions—where Jacopo 
Tezza ofTCU handed sophomore'Tony 
Haerle his first dual-match loss of the 
season, 6-3,7-6. With Rice up 3-2, Rich-
ard Barker fended off Fabrizio Sestini 
for a 7-5, 7-6 victory at number three, 
clinching the team win and improving 

See TENNIS, Page 21 
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Freshman Shardee Caesar triple jumps at the Rice University Bayou Classic last 
weekend. Caesar finished fourth in the triple jump, and the Owls won the meet. 

Owls head to Texas Relays 
By Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a week at home competing 
on its own track, the men's track and 
field team hits the road to compete 
in the 77th Clyde Littlefield Texas 
Relays in Austin. The relays began 
Wednesday with the decathlon and 
the 10,000-meter run. 

The Texas Relays is typically 
one of the biggest amateur track 
meets in the nation, with some of 
the best talent in the collegiate 
and high school ranks competing 
as well as Olympic gold medal-
ists Maurice Greene and Jon 
Drummond. 

"The Texas Relays should be 
fun, just because we are going to 
try to win the race and not worry 
about our times," senior Daniel 
Pe s s ing said . "We've wanted 
to win the [4x800-meter relay | 
the past three years, but we've 
always come up a little short . 
This year, we probably have the 
best chance out of the four years 
I've been here." 

Rice will be sending four relays 
to the meet, including the 4x100 
relay, the 4x400 relay, the 4x800 
relay and a sprint medley relay. 
The team will also be sending six 
runners in individual events. 

"We are really going to load 
up the 4x100, the sprint medley 
and the 4x800," head coach Jon 
Warren G»nes '88) said. "We are 
running a 4x400, but it won't be 
our best 4x400, because some 
of the runners are in the other 
relays. We're hoping the 4x800 
can do something fairly impres-

sive — finish in the top three. The 
sprint medley should do the same 
thing — finish in the top three." 

Warren said runn ing in so 
many relays will give the runners a 
chance to work on their technique 
under race conditions. 

'The Texas Relays 
should be fun, just 
because we are going 
to try to win the race 
and not worry about 
our times.' 

— Daniel Pessing 
Senior middle distance runner 

"It's nice to run relays that don't 
mean anything, [because we don't 
have] to try to qualify in the 4x800 
and the sprint medley," Warren 
said. "In the 4x100, we just need 
to work on hand offs, because 
we didn't get the stick around 
Saturday." 

Last weekend, the Owls placed 
second with 118 points in a field of 
eight teams at the Bayou Classic. 
Texas State University took first 
place with 139.5 points. 

"Overall, it was a great meet," 
Warren said. "It's just amazing the 
top three places that we are get-
ting — that's what we are shooting 
for Regional qualifying times will 
come with that, but [the team is] 
doing a good job." 

At the meet, Rice took first and 
second places in the 800-meter 
run with freshman Pablo Solares 
and Pessing finishing in 1:50.10 
and 1:51.02, respectively. Solares' 
time qualifies him for the NCAA 
regional meet held next month in 
College Station. 

In the 1,500-meter run, the 
Owls took the top three collegiate 
spots, when senior Adam Davis, 
sophomore Marcel Hewamudalige 
and freshman Steve Magness all 
finished under four minutes, with 
Davis winning the race in 3:50.32. 

Sophomore I.eor Pantilat ran 
his first career 5,000-meter run 
and finished fourth in 16:01.98 to 
earn five points. 

"I just went out and tried to stay 
with a group of people and see if 
I had anything left at the end," 
Pantilat said. "Because it was my 
first time, I waited a little too long 
to make my kick. Hopefully next 
time I do the 5k, I can go a little 
bit faster each lap and start my 
kick earlier." 

Junior Ben Wiggins took first in 
the 400-meter hurdles in 51.44 and 
third in the 110 hurdles in 14.45. 

In the field events, the pair 
of freshman Devon Fanfair and 
senior Jeremy Hurd placed fourth 
and fifth in the long jump, clear-
ing 22 feet, 6 1/4 and 21-8 3/4, 
respectively. Fanfair returned in 
the triple jump to place third with 
a leap of 46-8 1/4. 

Sophomore Ryan Walsh also 
had a good day on the infield, as he 
placed second in the javelin with his 
throw of 186-5 and finished fifth in 
the pole vault, clearing 14-5 1/4. 

[3X3 - THE WEEK IN S P O R T S 
Tuesday 4 / 6 6 p.m 

Friday 4 / 9 
Saturday 4 / 1 0 

Sunday 4 / 1 1 

7 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
.1 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
1 p.m. 

Men's Tennis at Texas A&M (College Station) 
Showdown between two top-five doubles teams 

Baseball at UH (Cougar Field) 
Baseball vs. Miami, Ohio (Reckling Park) 
Men's Tennis vs. UT 
Baseball vs. Miami, Ohio (Reckling Park) 
Baseball vs. Miami, Ohio (Reckling Park) 

Neither Rice basketball team was pleased 
with its finish at the WAC Championships, but 
the teams' performances have proven quite 
respectable in hindsight. The men lost by 
eight points to Nevada, which subsequently 
demolished Gonzaga — ranked second in the 
coaches'poll entering the tournament—by 19 
points and advanced to the Sweet 16. 

Hie Lady Owls fell to sixth-ranked 
Louisiana Tech in the WAC final, and the 
LadyTechsters handily upset Texas Tech in 
advancing to the Sweet 16 as well. Both the 
Nevada men and the I a . Tech women lost in 
the round of 16, but their tournament runs 
brought national respect to the WAC — and 
in turn, to Rice's basketball teams. 
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Owls to play Nevada 

.• 
Rice shortstop Paul Janish chases down Kevin Roberts of Houston in a rundown in the third inning of Rice's 8-3 victory 
over the Cougars Tuesday at Reckling Park. Josh Baker got the win for the Owls, who open a three-game series against 
Nevada this afternoon. 

Baseball batters Bulldogs 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Better late than never. 
That was the story for the baseball 

team's offense last week, as Rice 
scored 17 of its 21 runs during its 
last three at-bats in comeback wins 
Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday. 

"It's a big thing for us to come 
back late in the game — it shows 
heart and character — but I'd like to 
see us blow some people out early," 
senior leftfielder Austin Davis said. 
"These are pitchers that we need to 
be getting on early." 

Though the Owls' offense was 
sporadic, their victories last week 
ran their winning streak to a season-
high five games. 

Rice had a relatively easy time in 
last Friday's series opener against 
Western Athletic Conference foe 

IN FOCUS: BASEBALL 
Record: 21-6 

WAC record: 8-1 (1st) 

Last week: Rice swept 
Fresno State last weekend 
and beat UH on Tuesday. 

What made the difference: 
Timely hitting in the late 
innings and solid pitching 
allowed the Owls to run their 
season-high winning streak to 
five games. 

Up next: Rice plays three 
games at Nevada (14-14, 
1-2 WAC) this weekend. 

Fresno State University, scoring 
four runs in the fifth inning for a 
6-1 win. 

YAdam] Rodgers has 
taught me a lot since 
I've been here, and 
I've learned a lot from 
the pitchers.' 

— Travis Reagan 
Freshman catcher 

Junior right-hander Jeff Niemann 
struck out 12 hitters, and freshman 
designated hitter Adam Hale and 
sophomore rightfielder Lance Pend-
leton each hit home runs. Pendleton 
was named WAC Player of the Week 
for the week of March 23-28, when he 
was 8-for-14 with two home runs. 

In the last two games against 
Fresno State and in Tuesday's game 
against the University of Houston, 
Rice struggled in the early innings 
against a left-handed pitcher. On 
Tuesday, Davis drove in two runs to 
tie the game 2-2 in the third inning, 
but the ()wls did not take the lead until 
a hitless run in the sixth, when junior 
first baseman Adam Rodgers was hit 
by a pitch with the bases loaded. Rice 
then exploded for five runs in the 
eighth, thanks in part to a series of 
UH miscues. Davis said beating UH 
in any way possible is important. 

"It's a big urgency — number one 
for getting recruits in the city, it's a big 

Kaplan rebate offer: 

Enroll today 
and get 

$100 back! 
Receive $ 100 back through Kaplan's Rebate' when you 
enroll in an LSAT, MCAT, GMAT, GRE, DAT or TOEFL 

course between March l s , -March 31st. 

Call or visit us online for more information or to enroll. 

Test Prep and Admissions 

1 - 8 0 0 - K A P - T E S T 
kaptest.com/rebate 

series for that," Davis said. "Number 
two, these are your friends over there, 
and you've just got to beat them." 

Rice leads the best-of-five Silver 
Glove Series two games to one and 
can clinch a third consecutive Silver 
Glove title with a win Tuesday at 
Cougar Field. Junior right-hander 
Josh Baker recovered from a shaky 
outing Saturday to pitch 5.2 innings 
of shutout relief and improve to 4-2 
on the season. 

Davis also returned to form, going 
4-for-ll with three RBIs last week. 
He missed seven games earlier this 
month due to injury. 

"It's not totally back yet, but the hits 
are coming, so I'm ready to be back," 
Davis said. "It was extremely frustrating 
— I was trying to just do too much." 

See BASEBALL, Page 21 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

When the baseball team traveled 
to face the University of Nevada last 
year, the Owls scratched and clawed 
to win two out of three games against 
the second-place Wolf Pack on their 
way to the Western Athletic Confer-
ence championship. 

T h i s yea r , f i r s t - p l a c e 
Rice (21-6, 8-1 WAC) is a heavy 
favorite against Nevada (14-14, 
1-2 WAC) in this weekend's three-
game series that starts today at 
Peccole Park in Reno, Nev. Senior 
leftfielder Austin Davis said the 
Owls' pitching should prove de-
cisive in the thin Reno air, which 
often produces home runs and 
high-scoring games. 

"Our pitchers keep the ball 
down to the hitters'knees— [they 
do J not let them get their arms 
extended on anything," Davis 
said. "Our hitters ... need to get 
our arms extended and use the 
park to our advantage." 

Nevada is a completely one-di-
mensional team; it leads the WAC 
with 31 home runs, while its 6.74 
ERA is second-worst in the confer-
ence. Wolf Pack hitters also strike 
out more than any other confer-
ence team, while Rice's pitchers 
make up one of the top strikeout 
staffs in the country. 

"Those guys have unbelievable 
stuff — they're going to strike out 
guys no matter what," junior short-
stop Paul J anish said." [ On defense ], 
it's just about keeping the mentality 
and staying focused and being ready 
when the balls are hit." 

Rice pitchers have struck 
out 10 or more batters in eight 
consecutive games and 18 of 27 
on the season, and they have 
a 16-2 record when reaching 

double-digit strikeouts. Junior 
right-hander Wade Townsend, 
tied for the team lead with 69 
strikeouts, said strikeouts re-
duce the pressure on the Owl 
defense. 

"It takes outs away that could've 
fallen through if they put the ball 
in play," Townsend said. "IJanish] 
made a great play | Sunday] — we 
got a first-pitch out because of it. 
When they do make plays like that, 
it lets me be more aggressive." 

Townsend was one of the busi-
est OwlsagainstNevada last year, 
pitching in relief in the first and 
third games of a series that saw no 
love lost between the teams. Davis 
said he expects a similar fight from 
the WolfPack this year. 

"They love to battle us; and they 
love nothing more than to beat us," 
Davis said. "We need to go in there 
with some diehard attitudes and go 
in there and sweep the series." 

The Wolf Pack's potent offense 
is led by outfielder Chris Gimenez, 
who has a team-high .476 on-base 
percentage, .592 slugging percent-
age and six home runs. 

Pitching is Nevada's undeni-
able weakness, as no starting 
pitcher has an ERA less than 
4.74. Nevada lost two of three at 
home in its opening WAC series 
against San Jose State, includ-
ing a 19-13 defeat Saturday in 
which teams combined for nine 
home runs. 

Leading the conference by 3.5 
games over Hawaii, the Owls expect 
to continue their hot play this week-
end en route to winning their 25th 
consecutive conference series. 

"I think we're in [an] awesome 
position in the WAC," Janish said. 
"Going to Nevada — they're play-
ing well, and hopefully we'll be 
able to keep up our play." 

medium 1-topping 
pizza 6 2 cans of Coke 

no coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

8 
t>(us tax 

$5.3 0 
Pius tax 

Large 1 -toppping 
pizza 6 3 cans of Coke 

do coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

In The Village 

(713) 523-7770 
5733 Ki rby Dr. 

Open 11 am to 2 am Mon. - Sun . 

Get The Door. 
It's Domino's. 

M PWMW 
IDe also serue: 

Breadsticks Cheesy Bread 
Coca-Cola Buffalo Ulings 
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Softball playoffs set 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After last week's men's softball 
action, three teams tied at 2-2 for 
the second playoff spot behind 
defending champion Brown (3-1) 
in the PineTar Division. GSAquali-
fied in second place ahead of Sid 
and Jones with a +2 run differential 
in games between the three teams. 
Sid blew its playoff chances in a 
15-14 loss to Brown Sunday, while 
J ones forced the three-way tie with 
a 16-15 win over Wiess. 

In the Corked Bat Division, 
Hanszen, Marte l and Lovett 
tied for the division title with 
3-1 records after Lovett stunned 
Hanszen with a 7-6 upset Wednesr 
day. Hanszen won the division title 
with a+14 run differential in games 
between the three teams, while 
Martel qualified second at -6, just 
ahead of Ix>vett at -8. Martel (3-1) 
also finished its schedule Wednes-
day with a 19-5 rout of Will Rice 
(1-3). In the other game last week, 
Will Rice crushed Baker, 21-4. 

Women's Softball 
Although the women's softball 

playoffs have not been scheduled, 
the four participants are known. 
GSA and Lovett wrapped up spots 
from the Cactus League last 
week, with GSA (4-0) qualifying 
in first place on the strength of its 
20-2 win over Lovett (3-1) earlier 
in the season. 

In the Grapefruit League, Wrill 
Rice and Hanszen both finished 

| 2-0 and agreed not to reschedule 
their game. Hanszen won the divi-

| sion on run differential and will 
face Lovett in the playoffs, while 
Will Rice faces GSA. 

Men's Soccer 
The men's soccer playoffs are 

set to start this weekend, as four 
3-1 teams will compete for the 
championship. Defending cham-

pion GSA, which won the Premier 
Division, will play Champions 
Division runner-up Martel tomor-
row at noon. Wiess beat Baker 2-1 
in overtime last Friday to qualify 
and will face Champions Division 
winner Jones. 

Women's Soccer 
In women's action, Sid Rich-

ardson wrapped up an unbeaten 
regular season in the Sunday 
League with a 5-0 win over Will 
Rice. Sid receives a first-round 
bye in the playoffs because only 
one Saturday League team is 
playoff-eligible — four of the 
division's five teams forfeited at 
least one game. 

In other action last weekend, 
Wiess beat Jones 5-0 Saturday and 
Will Rice 4-0 Sunday to secure the 
second playoff spot from the Sunday 
League, while GSA beat Baker 2-1 
to clinch the lone playoff spot from 
the Saturday League. On Sunday, 
Hanszen (3-1) beat Baker (04) by 
a 4-0 score, and Brown (2-2) edged 
rival Jones (1-3) by a 1-0 margin. 

Open Floor Hockey 
The playoffs are also set in floor 

hockey, where Lovett (3-0-1) won 
a pair of close games to tie for the 
Campbell Conference title. The 
Lovetteers beat Wiess 1-0 Monday 
and Baker 2-0 Tuesday to finish 
second behind GSA (3-0-1) on goal 
differential. 

Lovett will face Wales Confer-
ence winner Will Rice (4-0) in the 
first round, while GSA will take on 
Jones (3-1). 

Coed Tabic Tennis 
The playoffs are underway in 

table tennis, with the semifinals 
set to be completed by Wednesday. 
J ones won Pool A with a convincing 
4-0 mark, finishing ahead of Sid 
(3-1). Will Rice won Pool B with a 
3-0record, while Wiessalso reached 
the playoffs with a 2-1 mark. 

TRACK, from Page 18 
and 11.98 seconds respectively. 

"We had a great meet at the 
Bayou [Classic]," Lopez said. "As an 
event, it was very nice with the high 
schools there, the good weather and 
good competition. The main thing is 
that [the teaml keep[s] working on 
technical aspects. We need to make 
sure that we take care of those before 
[the Western Athletic Conference 
Outdoor Championships]." 

Elsewhere in the meet, senior 
Keia Watkins took second in the 
400 meters in 55.30, and sophomore 
Megan Sandler took fifth in the 
800-meter run in 2:14.07. 

In the 1,500 meters, Murto led 
for most of the race but fell back to 

The Baha'i Faith 
Uniting your world ... one heart at a time 

Informational meetings, Devotionals and 

Study circles near campus 

Call 1 -800-22-UNITF^ or visit www.hahai.org 

Tennis hopes to convert against Boise, BYU 
by Christine Chen 

THRESHER STAFF 

Five Owls qualify at Bayou 
finish in fourth place in 4:33.39, while 
Sandler took sixth in 4:38.45. 

Sophomore Anna Reeve was the 
third collegiate competitor to finish in 
the 5,000 meters, finishing in 18:23.68 
behind two runners from Hawaii. 

The Owls added two members 
to their regional qualifying list in 
the field events, as senior Beth Hin-
shaw finished first in the pole vault, 
reaching 12 feet, 5 1/2 inches, and 
sophomore Krystal Robinson took 
first in the discus, recording a throw 
of 163-11. In other field events, senior 
Teresa Crismon placed fourth in 
the hammer throw with a distance 
of 154-10, and sophomore Florence 
Nwagwu took third in the high jump, 
clearing 5-6. 

The 66th-ranked women's ten-
nis team will travel to Boise, Idaho 
this weekend to face 17th-ranked 
Brigham Young University tomor-
row and unranked conference foe 
Boise State University Sunday. 
After a pair of disappointing losses 
last weekend, team members are 
eager for these matches. 

"We are really excited about 
the matches in Idaho," sophomore 
Blair DiSesa said. "BYU obviously 
has a ranking, but we're definitely 
not going to take Boise for granted. 
We know that they want to win after 
we beat them last year. They have 
that extra incentive to beat us, so 
it's important that we don't take 
them for granted." 

Sophomore Lauren Archer, who 
teamed with DiSesa for an impressive 
8-2 victory at the top doubles position 
against the University of Houston last 
Friday, said she is also looking forward 
to this weekend's matches. 

"I am really excited," Archer 
said. "BYU is really highly ranked, 
and we definitely have a good shot 
at them. It will give us a chance to 
make up for last weekend and show 
people what we can really do. Last 
weekend was really disappointing, 
and we need a comeback." 

That disappointment came in 
the way of a pair of losses, to UH 
last Friday and 27th-ranked Texas 
Christian University Saturday, both 
at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

'When we play 
[UH], it turns into 
a mental battle, and 
unfortunately it was not 
one we won on Friday.' 

— Blair DiSesa 
Sophomore tennis player 

After Arch er and DiSesa's deci si ve 
victory, the Owls needed to win one of 
the two remaining doubles matches 
to secure the doubles point. After 
falling behind 5-0, seniors Annie 
Goodrich and Yasmin Fisher rallied 
at the No. 3 position, breaking the 
Cougars twice to close their deficit 
to 5-4. While Goodrich and Fisher 
came back, junior Tracie Chong 
and senior Karen Chao lost an 
early break and eventually fell 8-5 at 
No. 2. Chong and Chao's match was 
not without controversy, however, 
as questionable line calls by UH on 
key points contributed to the match's 

m 

CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Sophomore Lauren Archer returns a backhand in doubles play against UH last 
Friday. The women's tennis team travels to Boise, Idaho for matches against 
BYU and Boise State this weekend. 

turning tide. With the loss at second 
doubles, the Owls' hopes were pinned 
on Goodrich and Fisher. The pair of 
seniors broke the Cougars to lead 8-7 
and served for the match, but they 
could not convert and eventually lost 
the tiebreaker. 

DiSesa and Archer were unfazed 
by the doubles disappointment, 
as each won her singles match in 
straight sets. The Owls could not 
muster any more points, however: 
Chong, Chao, Fisher and Goodrich 
all lost their singles matches, giving 
the Cougars a 5-2 victory. 

"I'm not sure why we struggled 
so much with Houston," DiSesa 
said. "We definitely are a better 
team, but somehow that didn't 
translate in this match. Houston 
played well, but that is no excuse. 
When we play them, it turns into a 
mental battle, and unfortunately it 
was not one we won on Friday." 

Despite her victories, Archer 
felt that the team did not play to 
its full potential. 

"Overall, we were pretty disap-
pointed," Archer said. "We know that 

UH gets pumped up against us, and we 
should have expected and prepared for 
that. We didn't play well at all — as a 
whole there was a lot of slack." 

Hie Owls fared no better against 
a strong TCU squad, losing all three 
doubles matches. In singles play, 
TCU secured the victory early, so the 
third sets were shortened to super 
tiebreakers. Archer was the only 
Owl to extend her match to the super 
tiebreak, prevailing 10-6 at the second 
singles position. 

DiSesa thought the team played 
better than the 61 score reflected. 

'TCU was a tough one," DiSesa 
said. "It was great to watch the team 
grind it out at every line, even though 
things didn't work out our way." 

Archer said a number of external 
factors contributed to the Owls' 
disappointing loss. 

"It was extremely windy," Archer 
said. "It was almost impossible to play 
well. I think it came down to who was 
more focused, and we weren't. TCU is 
a gritty team and is always fired up. We 
were so flat from the day before, that w< • 
weren't ready for another fight." 

Baseball sweeps Fresno State 
BASEBALL, from Page 19 

Saturday's game was the week-
end 's most tense, as a two-run 
single from Pendleton extended 
Rice's lead to 6-3 in the seventh. 
Fresno State cut the lead to 6-5, 
but Baker escaped trouble in the 
ninth to pick up his third save of 
the season. 

On Sunday, the Owls fell behind 
2-0 early, but junior right-hander 
Wade Townsend kept the score 
close. 

"You obviously wait and try 
to keep your guys in the game 
and hope that the runs do come," 
Townsend said. "Once they do 
come, you have to go out there and 
focus like, 'Okay, now we've got to 
bury this team.'" 

Rice tied the game 2-2 in the sixth 
before loading the bases with walks 
and bunts in the seventh. Junior 
shor ts top Paul Janish golfed an 

0-1 pitch over the left-field wall for his 
first career grand slam, and the Owls 
cruised from there to a 7-2 win. 

"It was a big situation — we 
struggled all game trying to score 
runs," Janish said. "We were get-
ting on ourselves, everybody was 
stressing out — I think we were 
pressing a little bit. I just wanted to 
hit the ball hard somewhere, and I 
was fortunate enough to get it out 
of the park." 

J a n i s h , w h o h a s p r o d u c e d 
surprising power from the No. 2 
spot in the lineup to lead Rice with 
five home runs and 31 RBI, said the 
waiting game against left-handers 
stems from inexperience at figuring 
out pitchers. 

"I think it's really just making 
adjustments," Janish said. "We're 
s t ruggl ing with that right now, 
and it's taking us [until] later in 
games. Fortunately for us, we have 

• JOB POSTING: We naed DYNAMIC and ENERGETIC people I 
I to teach ANIMATED classes. (An interest in ACTING a plus.) i 
I Pay rate: $18 to $30 per hour. Call 832-419-7104 for more info. 

unbelievable pitching, and they're 
keeping us in games." 

Because the Owls have faced so 
many left-handers recently, head 
coach Wayne Graham has shifted 
the starting lineup to include more 
right-handed bats. The lineup usually 
has freshman catcher Travis Reagan 
at catcher and Rodgers, normally 
a catcher, at first base. Reagan has 
responded, playing well enough 
to justify the change. He has also 
improved defensively in calling and 
blocking pitches. 

"Rodgers has taught me a lot since 
I've been here, and I've learned a 
lot from the pitchers," Reagan said. 
"Being out tbere has gotten us into 
a groove, and so now we're getting 
the feel of each other." 

Reagan said although the Owls 
were not satisfied with their offen-
sive performance against Fresno 
State, the sweep made it a success-
ful weekend. 

"It feels great, because last week-
end against Hawaii, we didn't play 
as well as we wanted to | in| all three 
games," Reagan said. "This is a big 
sweep. We didn't want to deal with 
them at their place with them having 
any hope whatsoever." 

http://www.hahai.org
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Club water polo sinks state competition at UH 

-

Senior Elizabeth Decker passes the ball in Rice's match against Texas A&M. The 
Owls won the match 15-4 and went undefeated in the tournament. 

Alabama upsets Rice 
TENNIS, from Page 18 
to 14-0 in dual-match singles. The win 
gave Rice a 17-0 record, but it would not 
remain unblemished much longer. 

Rice took on Ok lahoma State 
Universi ty Sunday, and the t e a m s 
played for five h o u r s be fo re the 
Cowboys handed Rice its first dual-
match loss th is year. Doub les play 
p roceeded as usual for the Owls, 
as the t eam of Haerle and Rajevac 
o v e r p o w e r e d its o p p o n e n t s 8-4. 
T h e B a r k e r s ' match was c lose , 
until they b roke their opponen t s 
at 5-4 af ter six deuce points. T h e 
Ba rke r s rolled f rom then on, win-
ning the next t h r ee g a m e s to t ake 
the match 8-4 and win the doub le s 
point for Rice. 

William Barker won his singles 
match in straight sets at the second 
position, and then the Cowboys got 
their first point at the fifth position, 
where Vuk Rajevac lost (>3, (>4. At the 
top spot, Searle lost the first set 6-3 but 
fought back to take the second 7-5. 
Searle seemed to have the momentum 
and the chance to take the match until 
a 15-minute rain delay interrupted play. 
After the delay, Searle began cramping 
in both legs and could not fend off his 
opponent. 

"It was something that had never 
happened to me before," Searle said. 
"1 don't know what happened; I was 
playing some pretty good tennis, then 
both my legs started cramping, and 
1 started playing worse." 

The last three singles matches 
proceeded into third sets, as the dual 
match stretched into its fourth hour. 

At the sixth position, f reshman Jason 
Mok failed to convert either of two 
match points in the second set before 
losing 7-6, 5-7, 3-6. 

At the fourth position, Haerle was 
down a break in the third set but still 
had opportunities to turn the match 
around. In the end, Haerle lost 7-5, al-
lowing the Cowboys to complete their 
upset of the sixth-ranked Owls. 

In the final match of the day, 
Richard Barker, also suffering from 
cramps, prevailed in a grueling final 
set to win 6-3, 3-6, 7-6. 

"It took a day of thinking, but hope-
fully we will bounce back, and the next 
time that situation comes around, we 
will know howto react," William Barker 
said. "It's probably better that we got 
that out of the way. It'll be like a good 
kick in the teeth for the team." 

1Tie ()wls' teeth were kicked again 
Wednesday, when they fell 4-3 to 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa, Ala. As usual. 
Rice took the doubles point: the Bark-
ers prevailed in a tiebreak, while the 
Haerle/Rajevac and Harknett/Searle 
teams prevailed 8-5 and 84 respectively. 
Haerle and Rajevac each won in singles 
as well, but the Owls could not muster 
the decisive fourth point, as William 
Barker and Searle both fell in the third 
set. Richard Barker suffered his first 
dual-match loss of the season, losing 64, 
(>•2 at the third singles position. . 

"It was a tough match — we just 
didn't play well," Richard Barker said. 
"We gave 100 percent, but sometimes 
these things happen. If you get two 
guys who don't play well in a match, 
you're going to struggle." 

Julia Mile Chance Prize 
For Excellence in Teaching 2004 

Nominations-are being sought from Rice students for the Julia Mile 

Chance Prize for Excellence in Teaching. 

The Chance Prize will be awarded to an Associate or Full Professor at Rice 

University who not only provides students with intellectual challenge and 

inspiration in their field of study, but who has also shown extraordinary 

dedication to students' professional development and advancement, both 

inside and outside the classroom. 

The specific purpose of the award is to recognize a range of factors in 

teaching excellence More generally, it is intended to enhance and facilitate 

gender sensitive faculty leadership at Rice. 

Undergraduate students, graduate students or alumni w h o would like to 

nominate a faculty member for the Chance Prize should submit a letter of 

nomination to Chance Prize Selection Commit tee , t h e letter should specify 

how the faculty member has gone beyond the ordinary demands ol teaching 

to inspire, support and encourage students to achieve their intellectual and 

professional goals. Information is sought on such activities as extraordinary 

support of student research, advising, mentoring, innovative teaching, career 

interests, or other professional interaction or activity that has changed or had 

a significant impact on students' lives or prospective careers. 

Both individual and group letters will be considered. In the letter case, all 

nominators should sign the nominat ion letter Nominat ion letters should 
be sent by Wednesday , April 14, 2(1(14 to: 

Chance Prize Selection Commit tee 
c/o Dr. Walter W. Isle, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 

Off ice of the Provost, MS-2 
Rice University, P.O. Box 1N92 

Houston, TX 77251-1K92 
(If further information is needed, please email wwislcfrM ice.cdu or call 

(713)348-40261 

by Dylan Hedrick 
THKKSHEK EDITCR1AI. STAFF 

Last w e e k e n d , t h e w o m e n ' s 
water polo club team continued its 
dominance in the Texas Club Water 
Polo Division by winning all four 
of its matches at the University of 
Hous ton indoor pool. T h e t eam 
began play last Saturday with a 15-4 
blowout over the University of Texas 
and routed Baylor University by the 
same score of 15-4. 

"I feel like we stepped it up from 
the last tournament," senior goal-
keeper Emily Spears said. "The first 
two games were the best that we've 
played in a while." 

Rice continued its tournament dom-
inance with a 13-2 demolition ofTexas 
A&M University Saturday night. 

R i c e ' s t o u g h e s t t e s t of t h e 
tournament came Sunday against 
T r i n i t y U n i v e r s i t y . T h e O w l s 
defeated the Tigers in a hard-fought 
3-1 contest — a contrast to the high-

scoring games of the previous day. 
"It was a lot closer than it should 

have b e e n s e n i o r two-meter offense 
Kelly Benedict said. "But it was a good 
thing that it was close, because it made 
us realize a lot about our offenses that 
we need to work on." 

Benedict, who scored 15 goals 
in the tournament , and junior driver 
Jess Schumer, who scored seven, led 
the team's scoring effort. Sophomore 
two-meter defender Alex Woodruff 
and junior driver Julia Follick each 
scored four goals, while f reshman 
driver Ny-Ying Lam tallied he r first 
goal of the season. 

"I th ink our t eam has a lot m o r e 
dep th and a be t t e r coach than mos t 
o ther t eams ," Benedic t said. "In the 
t o u r n a m e n t , we were really able to 
play as a team." 

In the blowouts, the Owls were 
able to res t their upperclassmen, al-
lowing some inexperienced players 
to develop. 

"It was grea t , b e c a u s e we were 

able to train a new goalie that we 
will u se next yea r a f te r I gradu-
ate," Spea r s said. "It also gave m e 
a c h a n c e to play in the field — lit 
has] been a while." 

The team will travel to the Uni-
versity of North Carolina April 10-11 
for its final tune-up before the Texas 
Division Championship Tournament. 

' T h e UNC t r i p will g ive u s 
a c h a n c e to play be t t e r t eams ," 
Benedict said. "It's important to get 
outside Texas, because those teams 
are a lot more competitive than the 
t eams f rom here ." 

T h e t e a m h o p e s the t o u g h e r 
schedule will help it improve on its 
l l th-place finish among 12 teams at 
the 2003 national tournament . 

" [ O u r w e a k s c h e d u l e ] w a . 
r e f l ec ted in our poor finish last 
year at nationals," Benedict said. 
"Compet ing with t e ams f rom out of 
Texas will m a k e us ready to make 
a big impress ion at the national 
to r nament ." 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

Barkers, Maynard 
haul in top awards 

Having already won everything 
f rom a national indoor doubles 
championship to Academic All-
District honors, the doubles team 
of Richard and William Barker, 
ranked four th nationally, added 
Rice's highest athletic honor to 
their trophy case Monday. 

The Barkers shared the Bob 
Quin Award, annually presented to 
Rice's top male student-athlete, as 
well as post-graduate scholarships 
from the "R" Association. In what 
was merely a formality, the Barkers 
also won the Sammy Giammalva 

Award as Rice's most valuable male 
tennis players for the 2003 season. 

On the women's side, senior 
guard Lindsey Maynard won the 
Joyce Pounds Hardy-McDonald 
Award as Rice's outstanding female 
student-athlete. This basketball 
season, Maynard was an all-Western 
Athletic Conference selection and an 
AcademicAll-Districthonoree. May-
nard added a second award as well, 
taking home the Gene Hackerman 
award as the Most Valuable Player of 
the women's basketball team. 

Senior swimmer Mandy Mularz 
and senior runner Allison Beck-
ford, both of whom who have been 
Ail-Americans, garnered "R" Asso-
ciation scholarships as well. 

— Rice Sports Information 

Schumer dominates 
Punt, Pass and Kick 

The football team held the First 
Annual Fightin' Owl Punt, Pass and 
Kick Competition March 25 at Rice 
Stadium. Hanszen College junior 
Jess Schumer won all three catego-
ries of the women's division. 

On the men's side, Baker junior 
Dan Phalen won the kick competi-
tion with a 31-yard field goal. Martel 
sophomore Andy Poreda captured 
the punting contest, with a 58-yarder. 
Baker also won the pass portion on 
the strength of junior Geoff Chow's 
hitting five out of six targets. 

— Rice Football 
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BY THE 
NUMBE 
mar. 25-31 

Depoy 0.2 2 1 1 1 1 5 22 
Rica IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. FSU (1218,0-2) 
Ueckert 2 .15 2 2 1 2 12 44 Name (pot) AB R H Bl 
Baker W. 4-2 5.2 2 0 0 3 7 22 90 D. Miller If 4 1 0 0 
Forester 0 0 1 1 2 0 2 9 Haag 2b 5 1 3 1 
Degerman 1 1 0 0 1 2 5 23 Robnett cf 5 1 4 1 

Gomez l b 4 0 0 0 
WP — Vaclavik 4(7), Depoy 2 (3), Ueckert (1), Baker 2 Marcelli c 4 0 1 0 
(7); BK — Depoy (1); PB — Reagan 2 (3). Patrick ss 4 0 0 0 

Vitters 3b 4 0 0 0 
Attendance — 3,331 Sakamoto dh 2 0 0 0 

Moresi rf 4 1 1 1 

ERESNO STATE 2 RICE 7 B. Miller p-dh 2 1 1 0 

Total* 30 1 2 1 Total* 29 6 8 6 

March 28, 2004 — Reckling Park 

FSU (12-19, 0-3) 
Name (pos) AB 

BASEBALL 

HOUSTON a RICE 8 
March 30, 2004 — Reckling Park 

UH (9-18) 
Name (pos) AB 
Stewart cf 2 
Breen ph If 3 

Roberts 3b 3 
Cooley dh 4 
Bruce l b 2 
Lincoln ph-lb3 

Johnson rf 5 
Msslwhite 2b 3 
Tully If-cf 3 
Logan c 2 
Gaylord ss 3 
Totals 33 

H Bl 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
2 2 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 
3 8 2 

Rice (21-6) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst cf 4 1 2 0 

Haag 2b 3 
Moresi rf 3 
Robnett cf 3 
Gomez l b 1 
Wilson l b 3 
Sakamoto dh 4 
Patrick ss 4 
Vitters 3b 3 
Moore If 3 
Pierce c 3 
Esparza ph 1 

H Bl 
0 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 

0 0 0 
0 2 1 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

Janish ss 3 
Rodgers l b 1 
Morris 3b 5 
Davis If 4 
Rodriguez 2b 4 
Pendleton rf 3 
Reagan c '4 
Gunderson d h l 0 
Hale ph 3 1 

Totals 32 8 

Totals 31 2 6 1 

Rice (20-6, 8-1) 
Name (pos) AB R 
Kolkhorst cf 4 2 
Janish ss 3 1 
Rodgers l b 3 0 

Moake pr 3b 1 0 
Morris dh 3 0 
Davis If 4 1 
Rodriguez 2b 3 0 
Pendleton rf 2 1 
Reagan c 3 1 
Reichnbch 3b 2 0 
Cavanaugh prO 1 
Ueckert l b 1 0 

Totals 29 7 

Rice (1»«. 7-1) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst cf 4 1 1 0 
Janish ss 4 1 2 0 
Rodgers l b 3 1 0 1 
Morris dh 3b 3 1 0 0 
Davis If 2 1 1 2 
Rodriguez 2b 4 0 1 0 
Pendleton rf 4 0 3 2 
Reagan c 4 0 1 0 
Reichnbch 3b 2 0 0 0 
Hale ph 1 0 1 0 
Cavanaugh prO 1 0 0 
Moake 3b 0 0 0 0 
Ueckert ph 1 0 0 0 

Totals 32 6 10 5 

R H E 

Totals 38 5 10 3 

Score by Inning 
FSU 001 110 O i l — 5 10 0 
Rice 000 200 40x — 6 10 0 

DP — FSU 1; LOB — FSU 8, Rice 9; 2B — Robnett (14), 
B. Miller (1), Hale (3); HR — Moresi (2), Davis (4); HBP 
— Kolkhorst, Rodgers; CS — Kolkhorst (1). 

Score by Inning R H E 
FSU 100 000 000 — 1 2 0 
Rice 110 040 OOx — 6 8 2 

E — Morris (9), Rodriguez (3); DP — FSU 2, Rice; LOB 
— FSU 6, Rice 8; 2B — Gomez (4), Rodriguez (3), 
Hale (2); HR — Pendleton (4), Hale (2); HBP — Haag, 
Kolkhorst; SH — Morris (2); SB — D. Miller (4), Haag 
(5), Robnett (9), Patrick (2). 

FSU 
Cooper L, 2-4 
Quinonez 
Infante 
Rice 
Niemann W, 4-2 
Degerman 

IP H R ER BBSO BF Pit. 
5 8 6 6 6 1 28 92 
1 0 0 O i l 4 15 
2 0 0 0 0 1 6 20 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
7.1 2 1 1 2 12 28117 
1.2 0 0 0 1 4 6 30 

Score by inning R H E 
UH O i l 000 001 — 3 8 1 
Rice 002 001 05* — 8 10 0 

E — Roberts (3); DP — UH 1, Rice 1; LOB — UH 11, 
Rice 14; 2B— Roberts (4), Bruce (6), Lincoln (1), Mor 
ris 2 (8), Rodriguez (5), Pendleton (5); HBP — Logan. 
Kolkhorst, Janish, Rodgers, Pendleton; SH — Rodgers 
(3); SB — Johnson (11); CS — Musslewhite (1). 

UH IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
Farrington 2.2 5 2 2 2 2 14 49 
Vaclavik 2 .11 0 0 3 1 11 51 
Martin L, a i 2.0 0 1 1 3 1 11 38 
Mays 0.12 4 2 0 0 5 11 

Score by inning R H E 
FSU 100 001 000 — 2 6 1 
Rice 000 002 41x — 7 9 2 

E — Patrick (9), Reichenbach (1), Townsend (2); LOB 
— FSU 7, Rice 6; 2B — Patrick (5), Rodriguez (4); 
HR — Janish (5); HBP — Moresi; SH — Rodriguez 
(1), Reagan (3), Ueckert (2); SB — Moresi (4), 
Robnett (10). 

FSU 
Griffin 
Girazian L, 1-1 
Ball 
Romero 
Rice 
Townsend W, 5-0 
Hale 

WP — Griffin (3). 

Attendance — 3,093 

FSU 
B. Miller 
Quinonez L, 2-6 
Girazian 
Griffin 
Garza 
Rice 
Humber W, 5-1 
Baker S, 3 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
4.2 5 2 2 3 1 21 89 
1.13 4 
0.10 0 
0 0 0 
1.2 2 0 

1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 

9 39 
1 2 
1 5 
7 34 

WP — Cooper (3). 

Attendance — 3,117 

MEN'S TENNIS 

RICE ALABAMA 

IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
8 7 4 3 2 13 34125 
1 3 1 1 0 1 6 16 

WP — Griffin (2), Humber (2); PB — Reagan (1). 

Attendance — 3,111 

FRESNO STATE 1 RICE 6 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. March 26, 2004 — Reckling Park 

5.2 5 2 2 3 6 23 93 
1 .11 4 4 2 3 8 29 FSU (12-17, 0-1) Rice (18«, 6-1) 
0.2 3 1 1 0 0 5 12 Name (pos) AB R H Bl Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
0.1 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 D. Miller If 2 1 0 0 Kolkhorst cf 4 1 2 0 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. Haag 2b 3 0 0 0 Janish ss 5 0 0 0 

8.2 6 2 1 4 12 35 117 Robnett cf 3 0 1 0 Rodgers c-lb 2 1 0 0 
0.1 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 Gomez l b 4 0 1 1 Davis If 2 1 0 0 

Marcelli c 4 0 0 0 Morris 3b 2 0 1 0 
Patrick ss 4 0 0 0 Pendleton rf 2 1 1 4 
Vitters 3b 4 0 0 0 Ueckert l b 3 0 0 0 
Sakamoto dh 3 0 0 0 Reagan ph-c 1 0 0 0 
Moresi rf 3 0 0 0 Rodriguez 2b 4 1 2 0 

March 31, 2004 — 

Singles 
1.Mitchell (UA) d. Searle (RU) 6 1 6-7 6-4 
2.Gostek (UA) d. W. Barker (RU) 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (6) 
3.Jung (UA) d. R. Barker (RU) 6-4, 6-2 
4.Haerle (RU) d. Molnar (UA) 6-3, 2-6, 6-4 
5.Rajevac (RU) d. Muray (UA) 7-5, 6-1 
6.Broderson (UA) d. Harknett (RU) 6-2, 6-4 

Doubles 
1.Barker/Barker (RU) d. Mitchell/Gostek (UA) 9 8 
2.Haerle/Rajevac (RU) d. Jung/Murray (UA) 8^5 
3.Harknett/Searle (RU) d. Green/Molnar (UA) 8-4 

OKLAHOMA STATE 4 RICE 3 
March 28, 2004 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

FRESNO STATE 5 RICE 6 
March 27, 2004 — Reckling Park 

Hale dh 
Moake ph 

3 1 2 
1 0 0 

Singles 
1. Van Elden (OSU) d. Searle (RU) 6-3, 5-7, 6-1 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Bondarchuk (OSU) 7-5, 6-2 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Bohunicky (OSU) 6-3, 3-6. 7-6 
4. Kuharic (OSU) d. Haerle (RU) 4-6, 7-5, 7-5 
5. Byrnes (OSU) d. Rajevac (RU) 6-3, 6-4 
6. Diaz (OSU) d. Mok (RU) 6-7, 7-5. 6-3 

Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Van Elden/Byrnes (OSU) 8-4 

WRITE BEAUTIFUL SENTENCES. 

WIN COLD CASH. 

"I want more money I want more money I want more money. 
- A u t h o r John O'Hara to his editors at The New Yorker 

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES THREE 

CASH PRIZES FOR WRITING 

THE GEORGE WILLIAMS PRIZE IN FICTION. Prize awarded for an original 
short story. $750 first prize, $500 second prize. Maximum length: 7500 words. All 
currently enrolled Rice undergraduates are eligible. 

THE GEORGE WILLIAMS PRIZE IN POETRY. Prize awarded for a group of up to 
ten poems. $750 first prize, $500 second prize. All entries will also be considered for the 
$100 Academy of American Poets Prize for best single poem. All currently enrolled 
Rice undergraduates are eligible. 

THE LADY GEDDES PRIZE. Awarded annually to a Rice freshman or sophomore, 
the Lady Geddes Prize recognizes works of superior academic writing on any subject. A 
bibliography should be included with your submission. $500 first prize, $300 second 
prize, $100 third prize. 

Guidelines for submission for all prizes: 
• Deadline for submission is Friday, April 16th. 
• All entries must be typewritten. 
• All entries will be judged anonymously. 
• All entries MUST have a cover sheet with your name, your contact information, 

your year in school, your college affiliation, and the title of the work(s) you are 
submitting. YOUR NAME MUST APPEAR N O W H E R E ELSE ON THE 
MANUSCRIPT. 

• All entries should be submitted to the English Department, Herring Hall, second 
floor. 

• Late entries will not be considered. 

2. Haerle/Rajevac (RU) d. Bondarchuk/Kuharlc 
(OSU) 8 4 
3. Searle/Harknett (RU) v.' Bohunicky/Diaz (OSU). 
susp. 

RICE 4 TEXAS CHRISTIAN 3 
March 25, 2004 

Bayard H. Friedman Tennis Center, Fort Worth 

Singles 

1. Searle (RU) d. Almada (TCU) 6-1. &0 
2. Menichini (TCU) d. W. Barker (RU) 7-6, 3-5. inj. def. 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Sestini (TCU) 7-5, 7 6 
4. Tezza (TCU) d. Haerle (RU) &3, 7-6 
5. Rajevac (RU) d. Abreu (TCU) 7-6, 6-3 
6. Martin (TCU) d. Harknett (RU) 7-5, 6-4 
Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Almada/Tezza (TCI1) 8-5 
2. Abreu/Sestini (TCU) d. Haerle/Rajevac (RU) 8-6 
3. Searle/Harknett (RU) d. Martin/Menichini (TCU) 
8-5 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

TEXAS CHRISTIAN 6 RICE 1 
March 27, 2004 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Singles 
1. Aburto (TCU) d. DiSesa (RU) 7-6 (5), 6-1 
2. Archer (RU) d. Chay (TCU) 7-6 (4), 2 6,10-6 (super 
tie break) 
3. Pierce (TCU) d. Chong (RU) 6-4. 6-3 
4. Cetnik (TCU) d. Fisher (RU) 6-0, 6-3 
5. Lopez (TCU) d. Goodrich (RU) 6-3, 7-5 
6. Mancinas (TCU) d. Villalobos (RU) 6-0, 6-1 

Doubles 
1. Cetnik/Pierce (TCU) d. DiSesa/Archer (RU) 8-3 
2. Mancinas/Aburto (TCU) d. Chong/Chao (RU) 8-4 
3. Lopez/Brown (TCU) d. Fisher/Goodrich (RU) 9-7 

March 26, 2004 — Jake Hess Tennis Stadium 

Singles 

1. DiSesa (RU) d. Foley (UH) 6-2,6-4 
2. Dimovska (UH) d. Chong (RU) 6-7 (5). 6-2. 6-3 
3. Archer (RU) d. Martin (UH) 6-1, 6-1 
4. Terblanche (UH) d. Chao (RU) &4, 2-6, &3 
5. Urbin (UH) d. Fisher (RU) &4, 7-6 (6) 
6. Miller (UH) d. Goodrich (RU) 7-6 (5), 6-2 

Doubles 
1. DiSesa/Archer (RU) d. Foley/Dimovska (UH) 8-2 
2. Martin/Urbin (UH) d. Chong/Chao (RU) 8-5 
3. Terblanche/Miller (UH) d. Fisher/Goodrich (RU) 
9-8 (2) 

TRACK & FIELD 

HILTON HOUSTON PLAZA BAYOU 
CLASSIC 

March 26-27, 2004 — Rice Track/Soccer Stadium 

Men's Team Standings (total of 8 teams) 1. Texas State 
2. Rice 
3. Stephen F. Austin 
4. Sam Houston State 
5. Texas-Pan American 
6. Trinity 
7. Harvard 
8. Incarnate Word 

139.5 
118 
108.5 
90 
73 
55 
47 
22 

Women's Team Standings (total of 12 teams) 
1. Rice 
2. Texas State 
3. Sam Houston State 
4. Stephen F. Austin 
5. Texas 
6. Hawaii 
7. Texas-Pan American 
8. Harvard 
9. Eastern Illinois 
10. Trinity 
11. Incarnate Word 
12. On the Run RT 

130 
112 
9 1 
76 
72.5 
61 
48 
4 1 
25 
23 
7.5 
6 

inaicin 
20% off! sun 

a touch of Santa Fe in the Vilage 

Specializing in Native American 
Jewelry, Pottery and Indigenous 

Cultural'Arts. 

2444 Times Blvd., Suite 110 
713-523-4288 

www.indiansun.net 

s-

thresher-sports@ 

http://www.indiansun.net
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FRIDAY a 
Get involved with RSVP 

Interested in volunteering and 
holding a leadership position? 
Applications for 2004-05 RSVP 
committee chairs, college 
representatives and webmaster 
are now available at the CIC, 
RSVP office or via e-mail. 
Contact RSVP Co-chairs Ed 
(riceboi@rice.edu) or Cara 
(cvirgili@rice.edu) and help 
make Rice a more active 
university! 

Defense of Dissertation 

Today at 3 p.m., Kellie Sims 
Butler will defend her 
dissertation titled "Agenda 
Setting in the States: An 
Institutional Analysis." The 
defense will be held in Baker 
Hall 283 and is open for all to 
attend. Contact Paul Brace at 
(713) 348-2250 for more 
information. 

Artemis Rice 2004 

A live music concert will be 
held today in aid of the Houston 
Area Women's Center. The 
concert will start at 4 p.m. on 
the grassy mall between the 
Student Center and Herring 
Hall. Coordinated by Students 
Organized Against Rape, the 
concert will feature some of 
Rice's finest bands. Admission 
is free. For more information, 
contact Elaine Heywood at 
el a i ti eh @rice. edu. 

Rice Media Center 

Tour Abroad, a German film by 
Ayse Polat, will be showing 

tonight and tomorrow night at 
7:30 p.m. in the Rice Media 
Center. Student tickets are $5 
and general admission are $6. 

"You make me get out of bed. 
You make me come over here. 
You make me make a phony 
phone call to Edward Rooney?" 

Come watch "Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile," Lovett College's 
production of Steve Martin's 
classic play. The show will 
begin at 8 p.m. tonight and 
tomorrow night in the Lovett 
Undergrounds. Tickets cost $3 
with a Rice ID and $5 for 
general admission. 

SATURDAY 

"You wasted $150,000 on an 
education you coulda got for a 
buck-fifty in late charges at the 
public library." 

Volunteer at Spring Fling 2004 
today at from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
Will Rice Quad. The event is a 
fun carnival for underprivileged 
kids. To volunteer, e-mail either 
lars84@rice.edu or 
julia7@rice.edu. 

Colores Latinos: Sonhos y 
Suenos! 

Hie Heritage Organization of 
Latin America presents this 
extraordinary Latin American 
culture, food and dance event! 
Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by the show at 7:20 p.m. in the 
Grand Hall in the Student 
Center. Tickets cost $6 for Rice 
students, faculty and staff and 
$9 for everyone else. For more 

information, send an e-mail to 
holaclub@rice.edu. 

"What we drink in life echoes In 
eternity." 

Break out the togas, ladies and 
gentlemen, it's time for 
Bacchanalia! The party will be 
held from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at 
Brown College. 

SUNDAY 

Make friends with ESTHER 

Today is the last day to register 
for the Fall 2004 semester 
before you will be assessed a 
$50 "Failure to Register" fee. So 
get to a computer pronto, 
because 'Introduction to 
Esperanto' is filling up quickly. 
You don't want to be the last 
person on Rice campus still 
using adjectives and 
metaphors, do you? 

free concert at 8 p.m. in the 
Stude Concert Hall. The 
repertoire includes music by 
several different composers, 
including Arcadelt, Lassus, 
Vecchi, Bach, Brahms, 
Debussy, Britten and Nance 
and various spirituals. 
Admission is free. For more 
information, contact Tom Jaber 
at (713) 348-2336. 

THURSDAY 
i -

MONDAY 

Dude, I totally want one of 
those sweet camera phones. 

Come view finalists and 
participate in the unveiling of 
winners of the Fifth Annual 
International Programs Photo 
Contest. The reception and 
silent auction begins at 4 p.m. 
and will be held in Farnsworth 
Pavilion in the Student Center. 
For more information visit 
http://www. ruf. rice, edu/ 
-abroad/. 

Should you get an MBA? 

A panel of Rice alumni 
currently in the MBA program 
will discuss what they are 
learning in business school, 
their job prospects after 
business school and the 
difference an MBA will make to 
their careers. Anyone who is 
considering an MBA is 
welcome. The event will be 
held at 4 p.m. in the Shell 
Auditorium of the Jones 
Graduate School of 
Management. A short reception 
will follow. Please RSVP to 
Scott Noel at scnoel@rice.edu. 

• " **' v 

FRIDAY 

TUESDAY 

Free concert! 

Tonight the Rice choral 
ensembles - the Rice Chorale, 
Shepherd Singers and 
Sallyport - will be performing a 

Baseball game 

The baseball team plays Miami 
(Ohio) tonight at 7 p.m. at 
Reckling Park. Come 
enjoy the ball game! 

What does every guy want to 
be? What does every guy want 
every girl to be? 

Tonight is the awesome Ninjas 
and Schoolgirls party at Jones 
College! The party will be held 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the 
Jones Commons. Gentlemen, 
start practicing your karate and 
ladies, get out your plaid skirts. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

When you're in 
the mood for Chinese. Wait! 

Seafood. No . . . Pizza! 
chron.com/dining 
- a delicious new way to search 

Hungry? Dig in to chron.com/dinmg. With a new way 
to search for restaurants, how-to instructions on some of 
the finer points of 
dining, reader reviews S G d P C j V f . 
and critic picks and 

Enter restaurant name: 
more, i ts the perfect j 
place to find a restau- (33 

rant for any occasion. Of select one or more below; 

("aii cuisines c j 

| All areas ? ] 

O Show me critic picks 

S3 

Creek 
Hamburgers 
Ice cream parlors 
Indian 
Indonesian 
Italian 
Japanese 
Korean 
Mexican 
Middle Eastern 
Moroccan 
Noodle shop 
Other 

Polnh 

Seafood 
Southern 
Spanish 
Steaks 
Tapas 
Tearooms 
Tex-Mex 

Vegetarian 
Vietnamese 
Wine bar* 

Houston Chronicle 
chron .com/d in ing 

Downtown residents Rinaldo and Shantell tegaspi use 

chron.com/dining all the time to find just the right dining spot. 

mailto:riceboi@rice.edu
mailto:cvirgili@rice.edu
mailto:lars84@rice.edu
mailto:julia7@rice.edu
mailto:holaclub@rice.edu
http://www
mailto:scnoel@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Inconceivable! Leebron really an evil genius! 
It has recently been revealed that 

Rice's own president-elect David 
"Bron-bron" Leebron has a secret 
life. He's not a drug dealer, he 's not 
an international hit man, or a get-
away driver or a space alien or any-
thing cool like that. His secret is 
much, much darker. 

"David Leebron" is actually a 
pseudonym used by the evil arch-
villain Vizzini, who is famous for 
kidnapping Buttercup in the movie 
The Princess Bride. 

Bron-bron/Vizzini lived in hid-
ing for two years in the basement of 

a public library in northern Wiscon-
sin, studying law to pass his time. He 
emerged from hiding in late 1989 
and was promptly named Dean of 
the Columbia University Law School. 

The evil villain, who faked his 
own death in order to escape public 
scrutiny following his infamous 
deed, accidentally revealed himself 
when he exclaimed, "I'm the new 
president of Rice?! Inconceivable!" 

Bronini, as he is hencefor th 
dubbed, has not yet revealed his 
diabolical plans for Rice. But we're 
sure they'll involve Iocane powder. 

LOOK-ALIKE CONTEST! 

Do you look like somebody 
famous? Are you, in fact, not 
that famous person? Then 
s e n d your p i c t u r e s to 
backpage@rice. edu for the fa-
mous Backpage look-alike 
contes t ! T h e r e a ren ' t any 
prizes, cash or otherwise, but 
you'll have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we made fun of 
you because you look like a 
famous person. Sucker. 

The Inconceivable Misclass 

THE B U C K DEATH/MEDIEVAL EUROPE POLLY WOLLV BO BOLLY/THE HOUSTON ASTROS 

Inconceivable! The sail-like ears are thought to be the source of Bronini's evil genius. 

"1 wouldn't draft him — he's 
got a bad case of the suck." 
— Anonytnous Backpage Editor 
during a fantasy baseball draft 

"I want Leggett's cock." 
"What?" 
"I am never repeating that." 
— Two anonymous photo 
editors 

*J3 M-i-c k-e-y F-u-c-e-k you .1" 
—Jones sophomore 

"The next lesbian porno I make 
is going to be called 'Vagina 
Dialogues. " 
— Male Will Rice freshman 

"If you don't come, it just keeps 
vibrating." 
— Female Brown junior 

"I almost didn't recognize him 
with his pants on." 
— Female Baker junior 

"Spandex is a very liberating 
experience. It makes me feel 
like I can do anything I feel like." 
— Member of Rice novice 
men s crew 

"I like to plug my friends." 
— Anonymous biochemistry 
professor 

"I have herpes, don't eat me." 
— Female Brown freshman 

"Just open your mouth and 
relax your face." 
— Rice crew coach 

"I don't know what I would do if 
I had external genitalia. I think 
I would kill myself." 
— Female Brown freshman 

."Butt sex is wild, and it don't 
make a child." 
— Male Hatiszen junior 

"A leopard changes its spots 
when it wants to get laid." 
— Anonymous Assistant Men's 
Tennis Coach 

"Have you ever had sex with a 
sweaty man? That 's what it 
smells like." 
— Female Sid Rich senior 

A Misclass Limerick: 

If you think that misclass is 
funny, 

Then send us your quotes, 
you big dummy! 

It 's not very hard , 
Like sugar on lard, 
Misclass makes the backpage 

yummy! 
backpage@rice. edu 

The top 10 most inconceivable things ever 
10. Evian starts bottling water 
from Mexico and calls it spring 
water. They change their name 
to Naive soon thereafter. 
9. Hoping to regain popularity. A1 
Gore tries out to be the next 
"American Idol." 
8. Fox plans to air a new reality 
show featuring li .S. citizens from 
retirement homes. It is to he 
called "American Idle." 

7. Alex Rodriguez is a Yankee. 
Dammi t 
6. Gillis steps down as president to 
pursue a full-time job as a mall Santa. 
5. Weary ot the fame and fortune of 
Major League Baseball, Rice pitch-
e r s Jeff Niemann and W a d e 
Townsend drop out of school to help 
build houses for homeless families 
in Latin America. 
4. France, tired of being the butt of so 

many jokes, declares war on the en-
tire world. The French resist the urge 
to surrender and conquer 95 percent 
of the world's known land mass. 
3. In an effort to revive Jones the-
atre, Jones announces its play for fall 
2004—a musical rendition of Debbie 
Does Dallas. 
2. In order to focus more on study-
ing. the Wiess five-man decides to 
go dry for the year. 

And the winner is... 
1. Rice! 
David Leebron as the next Rice 
president. Inconceivable! 

E-mail u s your Top-10 lists. 
The f u n n y o n e s we'll p r in t . (At 
o u r own d isc re t ion . ) The un-
f u n n y o n e s we will b u r n in a 
h e a t h e n ri tual to d a m n thei r 
wr i te r s to e te rna l Orgo. 

HEY YOU! 
Do you constantly read the 

Backpage thinking you could 
do better? Do you always have 
to bum money off your friends 
because you are more bank-
rupt than Mike Tyson? If you 
said yes (or even no) to any of 
these questions, e-mail us about 
being i text year's Backpage Edi-
tor. We know we aren't the fun -
niest people on campus. 

The "Fezzick, are there rocks ahead? If there are, we'll all be" Classifieds 
HOUSING 

FEMALE ROOMMATE wanted ASAP 
to share 2-bedroom apt. in the 
Montrose area. Contact Jennifer at 
onedimple@hotmail.com. 

NEED AN A F P Pleasegive me a call ore-
mail me. I'm on the Rice Graduate Stu-
dents Yellow Pages Online under Con-
sumer Guide. Sandy Courson: 
scourson2@yahoo.com x^'. (832) 721-7055. 

SUMMER ROOMMATE NEEDED. 
May-mid-August. M/F. Two-bed, two-
bath apt. at Kirby Place. $550 per month 
plus utilities. Furnished. If interested, 
call Jenny at (832) 259-5077. 

CONDO 1-1 S. Braeswood off S. Main, 
all appliances and washer/dryer, high 
ceiling, balcony, extra storage area, 
covered parking, keying entrance, pool 
and super-market. $675 plus equal 
deposit. Call (713) 779-6209. 

E s t 1V75 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Bike to Rice. 
Updated one- and two-bedroom apts. 
with hardwood floors and central air. 
One-bedroom apts. at 1301 Richmond 
from $535 and two-bedrooms at 1301 
Richmond from $665. Please call 
Andover Apartments at (713) 524-3344. 

ROOMMATE WANTED to share two-
bedroom, one-bath duplex on Castle Ct. 
Bike to Rice. Iarge closets. A/C, washer/ 
dryer, hardwood floors, huge kitchen, 
$550per month plus utilities. Email Meg 
Whitmore at monana21@aol.com. 

WEST U ELEGANT gated condo for 
sale, minutes from Rice University. 
New hardwood floor, Berber carpet, 
granite counter-top, Jacuzzi tub, dish-
washer and sink. Two-bed, two-bath, 
1,300 square feet, $ 158,000. Please call 
(713) 870-6568. 

HELP WANTED 

CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATE 
Needs Help: Paul Staton is seeking 
the office of U.S. Representative for 
the 7th district of Texas which 
includes the Museum District, St. 
Thomas, West U., Montrose, River 
Oaks, Bellaire and the vast Memorial 
area. Paul needs several energetic 
persons to help collect signatures of 
registered voters for his ballot peti-
tion drive. Circulators will be paid $2 
per verifiable name and will be paid 
immediately. Won't you please help 
Paul with this most rewarding task. 
Call (713) 498-5519. 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: Team 
leader part-time; Pasadena area; 
communication skills; education/ 
art majors; liaison between par-
ents/staff/coordinator; administra-
tive work; bilingual (English/Span-
ish) preferred; fax/email resume/ 
cover letter: (713) 473-6777 or 
ch risty@reach o utpasaden a. org. 

LAWYER NEAR Medical Center / 
Upper Kirby District seeks part-time 
help: filing, word-processing, er-
rands and general office tasks. 
Please fax a resume or letter of in-
terest to (713) 721-3112. 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL near Mu-
seum Area needs substitutes and as-
sistants. Childcare experience pre-
ferred. Ideal for students needing 
flexible schedules. Contact Karrie at 
(713) 520-0738. 

RICEAI .UMNI OWNED company seeks 
bright, outgoing Rice students to serve 
as summer computer camp counselors. 
Experience with Web design, graphics, 
MS Office, etc. preferred, but not re-
quired. Offices near Rice. camp@wonder-
space.com. (713) 529-2241. 

CHILDCARE PICK-UP after school 
(River Oaks) needed for my two chil-
dren, ages 14 and 11. Post-doc mom is 
looking for reliable, caring individual. 
Must have car, insurance and references. 
Please call Julie at (832) 252-6862. 

HIRING: MANAGER for tutoring com-
pany. looking for Rice student to man-
age accounts, hire tutors. Gain experi-
ence with management/marketing/ 
sales. Excellent pay. For more infor-
mation email hr@universitytutor.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

* AFFORD ABLE VACATIONS* Rent 
mytimeshares (fully equipped kitchen, 
living rooms, bathrooms, etc.). Sleeps 
4 - 6 adults. Locations include !.as 
Vegas strip, Acapulco (MX), Puerto 
Vallarta (MX).Cancunand worldwide!! 
Call Jackie at (832) 860-3048. 

FULL PILLOWTOP MATTRESS set 
with frame. Brand new in plastic, 
with warranty. Can deliver. $130. 
(832) 541-7580. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT 
> 1100/ACT > 24/GPA > 3 .0 /ages 
19-29. N o n s m o k e r s . All r a c e s 
needed , especially Asian. Must 
have t ranspor ta t ion . Inquire at 
i n fo@eggd o n o rcc n te r. co m 

FULL ORTHOPEDIC MATTRESS 
set with frame. Packaged, never used, 
with warranty. Can deliver. $160. 
(832) 541-7580. 

PICK UP YOlIR YEARBOOK. Campa-
niles are available 1999-2000, 2000-'01, 
2001-'02 and 2002-'03. Undergraduate 
students are eligible to receive books 
for any academic year they were regis-
tered. Get your books in the Campanile 
office, 2nd floor, l.ey Student Center. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $ 1 5 
3 6 - 7 0 words: $ 3 0 
7 1 - 1 0 5 words: $ 4 5 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classif ieds 
6 1 0 0 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 7 7 0 0 5 - 1 8 9 2 

Phone : (713 ) 3 4 8 3 9 6 7 
Fax: (713 ) 3 4 8 - 5 2 3 8 
The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:onedimple@hotmail.com
mailto:scourson2@yahoo.com
mailto:monana21@aol.com
mailto:hr@universitytutor.com

