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Once rivals (sort of), now teammates 
Current Astros Lance Berkman (left, a former Rice star) and Roger Clemens (right, a 
former Texas star) throw out ceremonial first pitches before Saturday's Rice-UT game at 
Minute Maid Park. UT won 6-3, but Rice recovered to open the season with a 3-1 record 
and hosts the six-team Coca-Cola Classic this weekend at Reckling Park. (See stories, 
Pages 13 and 16). 

High turnout in elections 
Matthews wins SA presidency with an absolute majority 

by Risa Gordon 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

Derrick Matthews, a Will Rice College jun-
ior , was elected Student Association president 
from a field of four candidates. Students cast 
944 votes in the SA presidential race and 
1,011 total ballots in the General Elections. 

Matthews earned 50.95 percent of the first-
place votes, making round-by-round elimination 
of other candidates through preferential vote 
tallying unnecessary to obtain the constitution-
ally required majority. 

Voter turnout for the presidential election 
was higher than in the past two years. Last 
year 861 students voted in the election, and 
665 voted in 2002. 

Matthews, the current SA internal vice 
president, said he is pleased with the voter 
turnout in the election. 

"I'm really excited that more s tudents 
voted this year," Matthews said. "I'm ex-
cited that virtually all the amendments and 
referenda passed." 

However, current SA co-president Michael 
I^eggett said he would have preferred to see 
h igher turnout . About 35 percent of the 
2,927 students eligible to vote cast ballots. 

Matthews said he is looking forward to his 
new role. He said he intends to institute 

Seven referenda passed 

JENN MOLHOLT/THRESHER 

SA President-elect Derrick Matthews talks at 
the presidential debate held Feb. 9. 

changes in how the SA is run. 
"As president, I'm really excited to be able 

to restructure how things work in the sen-
ate," Matthews said. "I want to make all the 
senate members more involved in getting 
things done." 

Leggett, a Wiess College senior, said he 
hopes Matthews will continue some of the 
programs the SA began implementing this year, 
including getting written course evaluations 
published online and seeking distribution credit 
for 100 level language courses. He also said 

See ELECTIONS, Page 6 

by David Brown 
T H R E S H E R KDITORIAI. STAFF 

A Student Association constitu-
tional amendment prohibit ing co-
presidents was the only one of eight 
separate referenda to fail in the 
General Elections, which ended 
Wednesday. 

Initiatives to increase Rice Pro-
gram Council's blanket tax for Beer-
Bike and to make changes to the 
constitutions of the SA, the Honor 
Council and University Blue easily 
met the two-thirds majority require-
ment, all winning approval among at 
least 80 percent of those who voted 
on them. The co-presidential amend-
ment missed approval by 12 votes. 
In order for an amendment to pass, 
it must receive a two-thirds majority 
of votes, with at least 20 percent of 
students voting on it. 

Current SAco-President Michael 
Ix'ggett said he is pleased that co-
presidents may still run for office. 

"I think that the SA will benefit 
from it," Leggett, a Wiess College 
senior, said. "[SA co-President Biyan 
Debbink and I| have been effective 
as co-presidents, and I think co-presi-
dents can work." 

SA Elections Chair Ames Grawert 
said Debbink and legge t t have been 
successful in sharing duties, but the 
65 percent of participants who voted 
to ban co-presidents should serve as 
a warning for future candidates. 

"1 think we'll see co-presidents 
running in the future," Grawert, a 
Lovett College sophomore , said. 
"But the results mean they should 
be aware they might not get elected 
because of the inherent [opposition 
to co-presidents]." 

The RPC blanket-tax referen-
dum will raise the blanket tax $2 to 
cover more of Beer-Bike's operat-
ing expenses, RPC President Mary-
Margare t Miller said. Miller, a 
Wiess senior, said the increase, 
which failed on last year ' s ballot, 
will prevent a decline in the overall 
quality of Beer-Bike. 

"I'm happy to see that students 
were willing to put their money 
where their mouth is and chip in a 
couple of dollars for Beer-Bike," 
Miller said. 

Funding from corporate spon-
sors has declined in recent years 
because sponsors do not want to 
be associated with an event named 

See REFERENDA, Page 8 
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No glass allowed 
Shepherd School Symphony Orchestra and Rice Chorale members perform Carmlna Burana in Stude Hall in Alice 
Pratt Brown Hall Saturday. 

L_ 

Few changes planned for parade 
by Natalie Kone 

FOR T H E T H R E S H E R 

The biggest difference students will no-
tice during tins year's Beer-Bike is that Wiess 
College will be hosting its own fenced-off 
party during the parade, Assistant Director 
of Student Activities Holly Williams said. Only 
relatively minor changes — many of them 
clarifications — have been made to parade 
fines and rules. 

The th ree major goals in procedural 
changes for this year's parade are a more 
active safety policy, a smoother line-up plan 
for the flatbed trucks and decorative vehicles, 
and clearer signs marking the parade route 
and the areas where water balloons can be 
thrown, Campus-Wide Beer-Bike Coordina-
tor Ellen Montz said. 

The line-up plan for this year's parade is 
designed to prevent difficulties experienced 
by some of the trucks last year in maneuver-
ing around corners, Montz said. However, he 
route itself will remain the same. Rice Univer-
sity Police Department Chief Bill Taylor will 
approve the plan by Monday, Campus-Wide 

Beer-Bike Coordinator JennineGuanchez said. 
Trucks will enter a roped-off area of the 

parade route, at which point students will be 
permitted to begin throwing water balloons, 
Williams said. Montz, a Jones College junior, 
said a new fine will be issued for throwing 
balloons outside the roped-off area. 

Montz said she and Guanchez, also a Jones 
junior, are working to raise participants' aware-
ness of rules and changes and are trying to 
ensure that college coordinators will help with 
the process. 

The Wiess party that will take place during 
the parade will be fenced off and limited to 
Wiessmen, Montz said. The Wiess Beer-Bike 
coordinators have guaranteed proper security 
will be in place. Students will not be permitted 
to move between the party and the parade, 
Montz said. 

" |The party 1 doesn't have anything to do 
with Beer-Bike," Montz said. "Our job is to 
make sure that it doesn't interfere with the 
Beer-Bike parade. We're hoping there will be 
limited to zero interaction between the parade 
and the Wiess party." 

See BIKE. Page 8 

A Vision of the future 

INSIDE 

This weekend is Vision Weekend, a 
mini-Owl Weekend for applicants who 
are from an underrepresented minority 

OPINION 

Orphans or deer head 

A&E 
Whores visit Lovett 

Page 3 

Page 11 

SPORTS 
Bring it on 

Dance Marathon 
Stayin' Awake for Kids' Sake will be held 

Saturday night stalling at 8 p.m. and tun-
ning until 8 a.m. in the Grand Hall in the 
Student Center. Vision visitors get in free. 

"Sometimes kids cry and run away, but there 
are the fourth-graders who like to punch 
Sammy in the mouth and pull the tail off. But 
it is a lot of fun, because how often is it 
socially acceptable to joke around with people 
like that." 
— Lovett College junior Lanny Bose, on being 
Sammy the Owl. See Feature, Page 15. 

Men's Basketball 
Nevada 75, Rice 87 
Tulsa 103, Rice 111 
Baseball 
Houston 4, Rice 8 
Kansas State 0, Rice 13 
Women's Basketball 
Rice 64, Tulsa 61 

Friday 
Mostly sunny, 77-45 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly cloudy, 67-48 degrees 
Sunday 
Mostly cloudy, 66 55 degrees 

Weekend Weather 

Quote of the Week 

Scoreboard 
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Make ambitious 
campaign promises reality 

We are glad to know that most students will see their first 
choice for Student Association President take office in March. 
(See Story, Page 1.) 

Unlike last year, an SA presidential candidate received a 
majority of votes cast. The preferential voting system — where 
candidates are eliminated one-by-one, and their votes redistrib-
uted based on their second place votes, until one candidate has 
a majority—got quite a work-out last year. But this year, it took 
a breather, with a majority being obtained in only one round. 

In the face of such a clear mandate, we hope that SA 
President-elect Derrick Matthews sticks to his campaign prom-
ises to keep regularly scheduled office hours and get new 
students more involved in the SA. 

Past SA presidents have sometimes had trouble with cam-
paign promises — failing to create a fully functional SA Web 
site with a cornucopia of new features, for example. This 
coming year, keeping promises made to the student voters is 
especially important, as most of the students voted for Matthews 
and possibly his ideas. 

But no matter who is president, the SA cannot be an 
effective organization without students attending meetings, 
joining committees or taking action. The SA will never be 
able to deliver everything that s tudents want, but without 
participation, it won't be able to deliver anything at all. With 
most s tudents getting their top choice, there is no reason not 
to get involved. 

Refreshing turnout 
took care of business 

All but one of the referenda in the General Elections passed 
(See Story, Page 1). Many of these referenda, such as the Beer-
Bike blanket tax increase and the ratification of the University 
Blue constitution, signal positive changes. 

But more importantly, voter turnout increased. In past 
elections, some referenda have failed not on their merits, 
but simply because not enough students voted either for or 
against them. In particular, the U. Blue constitution finally 
managed to garner enough votes to rescue the publication 
from awkward unconstitutionality. 

It is always re f resh ing to see s tudents taking part in the 
organizations for which they pay. The Student Association 
Elections Commit tee also deserves credit for placing the 
referenda at the beginning of the ballot instead of at the 
end, as it did in previous elections. With some referenda 
having s truggled in the past, giving them such a promi-
nent position meant that more s tuden ts had the chance to 
notice them — and vote. We appreciate this wise move on 
the part of the SA. 

One is studying 
DiffE. 

One just got 
back from Pub. 

Can you tell the 
difference? 

either can w e ^ 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Feed the fans and 
they will come 

It 's hard to be taken out to the bal lgame without some 
peanuts and Cracker Jacks. That is why Rice athletics 
should reinstate the practice of accepting tetra points at 
concession stands at Reckling Park. 

Tetra points were accepted at most football and baseball 
games last academic year, but last fall they could not be used 
at Rice Stadium, and now they cannot be used at baseball 
games either. 

The unfor tunate result is that the s tudents at the games 
(many of whom, poor as they are, have little cash on them) 
have to leave the venue to eat instead of staying to support 
their teams. 

The Athletic Depar tment knows the start date of each 
season well in advance and should plan ahead so tetra 
points can be used to purchase concess ions at each ath-
letic venue on campus. Such foresight would be well-
rewarded by the larger — and less hungry — crowds it 
would allow. 

Making food easily available to s tudents is one more 
way the Athletic Depar tment can increase student support 
for the Owls. We hope, therefore, that the department will 
remedy the current situation soon. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the Thresher 
editorial staff. 

Opposing op-ed needed 
on co-Presidents 
To the editor: 

I was disappointed to see that the 
Thresher chose last week not to run 
a counterpoint to Jack Hardcastle's 
opinion piece on Student Associa-
tion co-presidents, especially in an 
election-week issue ("Co-Presidents 
get more done, not less," Feb. 13). 
Surely a plethora of qualified indi-
viduals would have been happy to 
write such a piece, including, I be-
lieve, all of this year's and last year's 
presidential candidates. Instead, 
Hardcastle's under-informed piece 
stood as the lone word on the issue. 

Hardcastle is blind to several key 
points about the SA presidency: 

1. College presidents: Having two 
people can easily upset the balance in 
countless situations where each of the 
10 presidents have an equal voice. 

2. Delegation: Hardcastle argues 
that co-presidents can bet ter 
shoulder the burden of privileged 
information instead of delegating re-
sponsibility to the other members of 
the senate. However, an effective presi-
dent must fully engage the 44 other 
officers in the SAto give them owner-
ship and responsibility. 

3. Prestige: Co-presidents do not 
receive double the respect of a single 
president; to the contrary, campus 
officials often view the arrangement 
as ineffective. 

4. Decision-making: Information 
processing is inherently slower and 
less effective with two people, which 
makes executive action on those is-
sues necessarily less efficient. 

Admittedly, I appreciated the staff 
editorial: the comment about the SA 
presidential office not being a de-
bate team was genius. However, the 
staff editorials do not draw the same 
attention as the rest of the opinion 
page. The Thresher should run an 
opinion piece on a student referen-
dum only when both sides of the 
issue are equally represented. 

Matt Haynie 
5/4 President, 2002-03 

Staff Member, 
Association of Rice Alumni 

Sidebar on Willy1 s Pub 
inaccurate, misleading 
To the editor: 

The management team of Willy's 
Pub feels the side bar entitled "By 
the Numbers" in the alcohol policy 
feature ("The Alcohol Policy," Feb. 
6) should have been entitled "By the 
Skewed Numbers." 

Hi ere are several incorrect as-
sumptions made in the sidebar. One 
is that we get 150 beers per keg. That 
is the optimal number of beers you 
can get from a keg but with our sys-
tem of connected kegs we often get 
far less. We clean the lines almost 
every evening to get rid of beer that 
has been sitting in them all night. 
This and spillage put our estimated 
number at around 100 beers per keg. 

The sidebar also mentioned that 
61 people of drinking age from Sid 
Richardson would have to con-

sume 11.36 beers apiece. This mis-
takenly assumes that the only 
people who attend Sid Pub Night 
are from Sid, which is simply in-
correct. During the course of a 
f ive-hour special event , many 
people from all over campus (and 
sometimes from beyond campus) 
of all ages come to Willy's Pub to 
enjoy the many things we offer, 
such as pizza and toasted Quiznos. 

The management of Willy's is con-
stantly evaluating the effectiveness of 
our policies. We have a vested interest 
in every patron. And we are always 
seekingto make sure Willy's Pub isthe 
safest, most convenient and most en-
joyable place to socialize on campus, 
be that while drinking alcohol or not. 
We were veiy disheartened by the way 
Willy's was portrayed in this sidebar, 
and would like to correct the inaccu-
rate portrayal of our establishment. 

Ryann Ferguson 
The Willy's Management Team 

Double standard sent 
with stripper response 
To the editor: 

As I read news of the latest iteration 
of Rice Athletics' annual embarrass-
ment of the university ("Media focus 
on scandal," Feb. 13), I can't help but 
compare the administration's reaction 
to thisyears sex-related scandal to that 
of last year's sex-related scandal. 

In Oct. 2002, head football coach 
Ken Hatfield portrayed the univer-
sity as homophobic on the national 
stage by asserting that he has never 
knowingly coached a homosexual 
in over 30 years and that if he were 
to find one on the Rice team he 
would "think hard" about kicking 
the member off the team. 

President Gillis responded, even-
tually, by reminding the community 
that Hatfield has promised him to 
abide by the university's nondis-
crimination policy and that Hatfield 
is entitled to his personal beliefs. He 
also formed an entire committee to 
look into the situation. 

This year, after rumors surfaced 
that Rice athletes might have hired 
str ipers to entertain recruits, Gillis 
released a statement saying that he 
"can't believe any of our athletes would 
be that stupid," and promised harsh 
punishments if the allegations are tme. 
'Hie lake-home message seems to be 
that hating gays is ok, as long as it's 
done within university guidelines, 
whereas legally hiring strippers is stu-
pid and deserving of punishment. 

It's a good thing that the football 
players weren't caught hiringgay strip 
pers, then perhaps we'd be hearing, 
"Wl lat happened? Why did you change? 
When did you become this stupid?" 

Robert Lee 
Jones '03 

Parking appeals process 
implemented unfairly 

To the editor: 
Recent events at Brown Col-

lege have reminded me of the ap-
palling parking situation at Rice. 

More specifically, the ticketing 
and appeal process. 

I^ist semester, I received a ticket 
even though I was legally parked in 
a space that Rice University Police 
Department had previously stated 
they would not ticket, even when 
asked directly. I naively assumed 
that my ticket would be dismissed 
upon appeal. I submitted my appeal 
and left a $10 deposit. 

A few weeks later, my appeal was 
denied with no explanation and 
my $10 was added to the ticket fine. 
I was outraged. I doubt that my ap-
peal was ever even considered. Fur-
thermore, to me a deposit implies 
that I will either get the money back 
if my appeal is approved, or if the 
appeal is denied, that the money will 
be .credited toward my fine. 

To think that I have to pay for an 
appeal is a perversion of due pro-
cess. This means that officers can 
ticket a legally or an illegally parked 
car and expect at the very least a 
revenue of $10. And because the 
appeal process is merely a way to 
make students believe they have a 
say ip university policy, the appeal 
will likely keep the parking fine as 
well. They know we'll pay it because 
we have to register the next semes-
ter. However, a Rice graduate in-
formed me that once he graduated, 
he decided to forfeit his physical 
diploma to avoid paying his ridicu-
lous fine. 

What bothers him most, and what 
drives me crazy, is not the money. I 
am just disgusted with how unin-
formed the officers are, and how 
disorganized and deceitful the park-
ing system is. 

Aubrey Jackson 
Brown junior 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• Let ters to the edi tor 
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by e-mail to thresher@rice. edit. 
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5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
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both content and length. 
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$105 international via first 
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Denial of charity request misguided 
It*s hard to be against orphans, right? 
They're poor, parentless, disadvan-
taged. And in the manner that we live, 
at a university that is generally 
described as liberal and 
conscious of world affairs, 
we should at least have 
enough perspective to see 
thai a problem which re-
sides outside of Rice is not 
necessarily removed from 
our sphere of concern or 
influence. 

So I thought. 
While abroad in Costa 

Rica, I became friends 
with several Colombian 
refugees, through whom 
I learned much about the 
destruction that has resulted from 
Colombia's 40-year-long civil war. 
Drug lords, left-wing rebels and 
right-wing paramilitary forces have 
left the beleaguered government 
with few options but to cozy up to 
the United States and its funding for 
the ineffective "War on Drugs," leav-
ing the count ry in a s ta te of 
complete political and social up-
heaval. With unmitigated violence 
and impotent Colombian political 
policies which slow neither cocaine 
imports to the United States nor 
indiscriminate killings, many chil-
dren lose one or both parents in 
the crossfire. 

I came back to Rice this semes-
ter with a desire to help these 
orphaned children. I wanted these 
children to know that while we 
couldn't be there, we couldn't stop 
the killings, we — the Rice commu-
nity —got it and were at least willing 
to make a sacrifice, albeit a very 
small one, for them. 

Chrissy 
Davis 

I collected the necessary signatures 
to present a budget appropriation to 
the Hanszen Cabinet — $100 to an 
orphanage in Baranquilla, Colombia. 

After 20 minutes of heated 
discussion on the wording 
of the petition, the vote was 
deferred forlack of quorum. 
A week later, the petition 
was defeated; it lacked the 
super-majority necessary to 
approve it. At the same time, 
the petition was rejected at 
Martel Parliament. On a sec-
ond vote, $50 was appropri-
ated to the orphanage. 

Why were the petitions 
met with such opposition? I 
heard several, fairly reason-

able opinions. "We need to avoid set-
ting a precedent of giving money to 
charity with money collected for Rice 
causes," one Hanszenite said. But in 
two years of attending Hanszen cabi-
net regularly, I believe I am the only 
one who has requested money en-
tirely meant for a charity. It hardly 
seems that upon approving $100, ev-
ery Hanszenite would come out of the 
woodwork and start demanding that 
the Hanszen Cabinet become a chari-
table clearinghouse. 

Another concern , voiced at 
Martel, was that the money shouldn't 
be spent on anything bywhich a Rice 
student wouldn't obviously benefit. 
I wasn't at Martel, but to this I sug-
gest that the intangible benefits of 
knowing we'd all helped 75children, 
who hardly have enough on which 
to live, would at least give a few 
people a little more pleasure than an 
extra keg at the next public party. 

In the past two weeks, college 
cabinets have been met with a string 

of requests for donations to Alterna-
tive Spring Break trips, where Rice 
students will personally see their 
volunteerism help the disadvantaged 
get what they need for one important 
week. I admire their efforts and sup-
port their requests, but the act of 
giving, in and of itself—which is the 
foundation of these trips — is also 
valuable, even if we cannot person-
ally see the results of our charity. 

Come to think of it, college govern-
ments often spend money frivolou sly. 
If Hanszen money wasn't collected to 
support orphans, it probably wasn't 
collected to buy a stuffed deer head or 
a hookah pipe either — and Hanszen 
has actually bought both of those. 
Hanszenites cutting $70 dues checks 
probably expected they would be used 
on things enhancing their stay at Rice; 
it seems we should at least acknowl-
edge the possibility that giving could be 
of greater value than hoarding. 

Iaskedfor$100— about33 cents 
per Hanszen resident. I don't think 
any resident would deny me 33 cents 
from their pocket as vehemently as 
some of the cabinet members who 
balked at my request. 

If we look at the United States, at 
ourselves, through the eyes of a 
Third World orphan, and we look at 
the 33 cents, we can spare it. And the 
next time a child raised on a Third 
World income looks at us, as we 
deny that we live in a profligately 
wasteful, consumptive and selfish 
culture — the next time those chil-
dren decide that to be extreme is the 
only way to get us to wake up — I will 
be saddened but not shocked. 

Chrissy Davis is a Hanszen College 
junior. 

Guest column 

Bush should peruse Constitution sometime 
O n e d r a w b a c k of having a presi-
dent with an MBA instead o f a J D is 
that he's probably never had to read 
the Constitution. I guess that makes 
it a lot easier to ignore. 

On Feb. 4, after a nil- r 
ing by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court that up-
held same-sex marriage. 
Bush called marriage a 
"sacred institution." 

Let's say he's right. In 
that case, he should now | 
recuse himself and the 
gove rnmen t f rom all John 
involvement with the D o n a l c s k i 
marriage issue, since the 
First Amendment of our 
Constitution strictly prohibits laws 
that establish a state religion. 

Many Americans hate that sepa-
ration clause. They would prefer to 
live in a nation where prayer was 
mandated in public schools, where 
hymns were sung instead of the 
national anthem and where the King 
James Bible constituted required 
reading for high school exit exams. 

This type of society might be bear-
able if everyone lived according to the 
same creed. But people can never agree 
on anything, even within the same 
religion. Christians have been fighting 
amongst themselves for a millennia 
about things as seemingly petty as 
whether or not Christ was human, 
god, or half-human and half-god. 

That's part of the reason why any 
state-sponsored position on matters 
of faith always creates that messy 
business of slaughtering the non-
conformists. 

So how do we avoid having blood-
baths over points of faith? In just the 
way it has been done in the United 
States. However, because of the sepa-
ration between church and state in 
the United States, religion has been 
cultivated in such a way that its influ-
ence far exceeds its legal authority. 

Religious minorities around the 
world are often very close-knit, and 
their churches allow them to create 
bonds with o the r l ike-minded 
people. In a country with no official 
religion, and no majority religion 

(aside from blanket Christianity), 
Americans of every denomination 
feel like the minority. As a result, 
American Christians have the high-

est church at tendance 
rate in the Western world 
and see their religion as a 
defining feature of their 
characters—the glue that 
holds their friends and 
family ties together. Reli-
gion is absent from gov-
ernment in theory, yet it 
permeates every federal 
building in reality. 

Bush's nexus of sup-
port, the Christian Right, 
ha s d e m a n d e d a re-

sponse to the policies issued by in 
Massachusetts on same-sex mar-
riage. So rather than leaving the 
matter to be decided by courts or 
state legislatures, Bush has made 
"sanctity of marriage" a pillar of 
his presidency. 

In 1534, King Henry VIII of En-
gland assumed religious authority be-
cause of restrictions the Catholic 
Church placed on marriage. Now our 
president is assuming those powers 
because he finds some churches and 
courts too lenient on the issue. 

By recogniz ing mar r i ages 
consistent with his beliefs and ban-
ning marriages that other religions 
find legi t imate , he has both 
respected and alienated establish-
ments of religion. 

Same-sex marriage brings to the 
foreground the question of whether 
the religious and the secular can be 
united in America. According to the 
First Amendment, they must not Mar-
riage, being strongly rooted in both 
the religious and secular realms, 
creates a constitutional paradox. It 
is seen as the paragon of relationships. 
By restricting it to certain couples, 
even in name, intolerance is given fuel. 

Although he was arguing against 
my view, I agree with Archbishop 
Sean O'Malley of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Boston, who said, 
"Good strong marriage and family are 
good for our country, for society." I 
think that's what some Episcopalian 

and Congregational Churches had in 
mind when they began moving toward 
blessing same-sex marriage. 

Intolerance will always exist blind 
hatred will always find a way into soci-
ety. Our laws and Constitution act as 
barriers against ignorance and injus-
tice. Bush's proposal is a means of 
institutionalizing intolerance and of 
perverting the Constitution's intent. 

While a gay-marriage ban might 
appease some today, what's next? The 
required donning of a pink triangle, or 
the seizure of all gay-owned busi-
nesses? While these things seem un-
likely, the only guarantee against them 
is to curb intolerance at its source, 
discourage it and educate against it. 

John Donaleski is a Brown College 
sophomore and cartoonist. 

Rice Voices 

Lessons and thoughts 
from an S A co-President 
I t b a f f l e s me how much I've 
learned in the last year as your 
Student Association co-President. 
I'd like to take this opportunity to 
set some things straight. 
I address this to all mem-
bers of the Rice commu-
nity. If you want Rice to 
become the best, read 
on. If not, you can skip 
to the Backpage now. 
The SA: 

It's fun to joke about 
the SA not doing any-
thing and how your col-
lege is going to secede. 
But such humor also 
maintains the false per-
ception that the SA is a 
joke itself. 

While the strengths and weak-
nesses of the organization change 
from year to year, one thing re-
mains the same: The SA is the 
voice of students to the upper 
echelons of the administration. 

So use the SA. Use it because 
it does do things, and it has the ear 
of the administration. And if you 
really don't like how things are, 
get involved — the SA is only as 
strong as those who participate. 
The SA and the Colleges: 

Also, the SA and the college 
system support each other and must 
continue to work together to ensure 
students are a part of the decision-
making process. College represen-
tatives comprise more than 
two-thirds of the SA Senate. 

Ideally, the SA focuses on cam-
pus-wide issues that students in 
the colleges bring to their presi-
dent or senator. We also maintain 
lines of communication and coop-
eration will all other members of 
the Rice community. 

The college governments fo-
cus on college-specific issues and 
provide a forum for the SA (sena-
tors) to collect student input on 
campus-wide issues. 

I xistly, the SA ought to continue 
to reach out to students to keep 
them informed of campus-wide is-
sues, just as colleges do with col-
lege-related issues. Don't wait for 
students to come to an SA meeting 
to tell them what's going on. 
P romises Kept: 

Document everything. There are 
times when we are promised some-
thing and we don't get it. There are 
times when people forget what they 
promised. Get commitments in writ-
ing. This is a good practice not only 
at Rice, but beyond. 

* 

Michael 
Leggett 

Graduate S tudents : 
Graduate studies and under-

graduate studies do not conflict. 
We've heard students complain 

about how growing 
graduate programs in-
dicate that the admin-
istration is shifting its 
focus f rom under-
graduate programs. 

Wrong. Rice puts un-
dergraduates first by 
having faculty teach 
classes, not graduate stu-
dents. Often (especially 
at a research university) 
graduate students are 
whatattractand keep the 
best faculty—enriching 

undergraduate courses. 
A 10th College: 

Living off-campus sucks. We 
have our whole life to live off-
campus after college. Building a 
10th college and not increasing 
enrollment benefits students. 
The Alcohol Policy: 

The alcohol policy is fragile and 
sacred. I believe nearly everyone at 
Rice (including the administration) 
appreciates it and wants to see it 
thrive. They will continue to trust us 
until we prove untrustworthy. This 
is demonstrated byhaving students 
make up the majority of the mem-
bers of ABPAC — the committee in 
charge of reviewing the alcohol 
policy. Point blank: Make sure you 
know it and continue to follow it, and 
as a result, well keep it. 

Athletics: 
Rice is at a junction. It has been 

making strides toward becoming 
as great as the schools to which 
President Malcolm Gillis often 
compares us. In teres t ingly 
enough, athletics is heavily tied to 
the future of Rice for one reason: 
money. We only have so much, 
and we spend a lot on athletics. 

But, the question is not "Do we 
love athletics?" Of course we do. It's 
not. "Do athletics make a positive 
contribution to Rice?" Of course they 
do! The question is, "At what cost?" 

Students must trust the Board of 
Trustees to do its job and have con-
fidence that any changes will be in 
the best interest of Rice. Hie SA will 
ensure the Board has student opin-
ion when it makes its decision. If 
you haven't already, fill out the short 
survey at http://www.RiceSA.com. 

Michael Leggett is a Wiess College 
senior and Student Association co-
President. 
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Contractor Jensen dies at 73 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Contractor and former Board of 
Trustees member A1 Jensen ('52) 
died Tuesday morning after a battle 
with leukemia. He was 73. 

Jensen was also a community 
associate of Will Rice College, 
along with his wife Bridget ('53). 
Bridget Jensen will remain a Will 
Rice associate. 

Jensen was a founding share-
holder of H. A. Lott, Inc., the contrac-
tor for George R. Brown Hall and 
Duncan Hall. H.A. Lott also built the 
Astrodome and Compaq Center. 

Vice President for Finance and 
Administration Dean Currie said 
Jensen made a strong impression 
when he first met him. 

"He was absolutely honest, and 
he loved Rice deeply," Currie said. "I 
know for a fact that H.A. Lott didn't 
make any money on the [George R. 
Brown] job, just because when it 
came time to fix things, and it was 
questionable whether it was the 
client's or contractor's fault, ... he 
always behaved with the highest in-
tegrity." 

Jensen's connection to Rice build-
ing projects stretches back much 
further than the 1990 construction 
of George R. Brown Hall. In 1950, 
when Jensen was a student at Rice, 
he was a carpenter's helper for 
Brown & Root construction com-
pany and worked on the construc-
tion of Rice Stadium. 

From 1992 to 1994, Jensen 
served on the Board of Trustees 
and was a member of the Buildings 
and Grounds Committee, where 
Currie said his expertise was in-
valuable. Jensen's time on the board 
was cut short, however, when he 
was selected to serve Rice in an-
other capacity. 

Currie said that after Rice chose 
British architect John Outram, 
whom Currie described as eccen-
tric, to design Duncan Hall, then-
Chair of the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee Josephine Abercrombie 
warned Currie in advance of the 
challenges working with Outram 
could pose. 

"She said 'You know the next 
three years of your life will be hell, 
but it will be worth it for Rice,"' 
Currie said. "And I said 'We're going 
to need a rock-solid contractor,' and 
we picked A1 Jensen." 

Jensen also helped Rice in its 
construction projects by serving as 
a consultant during Rice's recently-
completed building boom. 

"A1 volunteered to be a direct 
adviser, and he did so in the most 
generous possible way," Currie 
said. "He was a terrific mentor, 
giving advice without ever step-
ping on toes." 

Will Rice Master Joel Wolfe said 
Jensen was a committed associate. 

"He was an advocate of improve-
ments to all the colleges, 
but especially the improvements that 
will be happening at Will Rice over 
the summer," Wolfe said. 

Director of Project Management 
and Planning Barbara White agreed 
Jensen was always pushing for im-
provements. 

"He always put what was best for 
Rice ahead of anything," White said. 
"He was always very concerned that 
we were making great decisions for 
the students and faculty here." 

Will Rice MasterTraci Wolfe said 
more than 50 students and Facilities 
and Engineering employees donated 
blood at a blood drive organized for 
Jensen at Will Rice last semester. 

"[Thejensens] were really happy 
that so many people turned out," 
Traci Wolfe said. 

In 1996, thejensens received the 
university's Gold Medal, an award 
given for extraordinary service to 
the university. 

"Rice had already given me the 
greatest honor that it can possibly 
give me, and that was the opportu-
nity to attend Rice," Jensen told the 
Rice News when he and his wife re-
ceived the award. 

In addition, Project Management 
and Planning awarded Jensen its 
Award of Excellence in December. 

The award stated, "Jensen's per-
formance as team member, mentor, 
and advisor has touched, influenced, 
and changed each member of the 
department of Project Management 
and Planning and has inspired said 
members to the highest levels of 
personal achievement." 

White said Jensen was success-
ful in his positions because of his 
generosity. 

"He was an amazingly kind, gen-
erous and thought fu l person," 
White said. "He was generous with 
his time, with his wisdom and with 
his leadership." 

Currie said that not only Jensen's 
generosity but his modesty ben-
efited him. 

"He was a man of enormous intel-
ligence who was able to accomplish 
great things because he didn't take 
credit for anything," Currie said. 

Jensen served on several Alumni 
Association committees and on the 
Engineering School Advisory Coun-
cil. He part icipated in alumni 
fundraising through Telefund and 
was chair of the Rice Fund Council. 

Jensen is survived by Bridget 
Jensen, their three daughters, four 
grandchi ldren , and one great-
grandson. 

A memorial service will be held 
tomorrow at Chris t the King 
Lutheran Church. 

Grand jury will hear alleged assault case 
by Jenny Rees 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

No charges have been filed in the 
case of an alleged sexual assault 
reported at Wiess College in the 
early morning of Dec. 6. A grand 
jury will decide whether enough 
evidence exists to file charges in the 
case, Harris County Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Roberto Gutierrez 
said. Gutierrez said the case will go 
before the grand jury within the next 
few weeks. 

Grand juries are utilized when the 
district attorney's office is unsure 
whether there is enough evidence in 
a case to file charges. Gutierrez de-

clined to comment on the specific 
reason the district attorney's office 
referred this case to a grand jury. 

"It depends on circumstances of 
the case, but I'm not going to com-
ment on that," Gutierrez said. 

Gut ierrez said the grand 
jury — which usually consists of 12 
people — will hear a summary of the 
evidence in the case and vote in 
secret on whether there is enough 
for the district attorney's office to 
file charges. He said at least nine 
grand jury members must vote in 
favor of filing charges. If the district 
attorney files charges in the case, 
the names of the accused will be 
made public. 

Die Baker Institute announces it will be accepting applications 
for salaried summer intern positions. 

These internships involve working with Rice faculty and 

Baker Institute fel lows on ongoing public policy research in 

the areas of energy policy, health policy, U.S. foreign policy, 

and Chinese culture and possibly other areas. 

Economics , political science or engineer ing background is 

a plus. Workload may involve up to 10 hours a week . 

Interested Rice students should supply the fol lowing to the 

Baker Institute as soon as possible: 

a letter of application, including areas of interest 
a resume 
an official transcript 
one letter of recommendation 

Information should be addressed to: 

Baker Institute Internship Committee 
Baker Institute, MS-40 

Application consideration will start immediately. The 

deadline for applications is March 12, 2004. For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t J i l l e n e C o n n o r s at x 2 3 7 4 or 

jconnors@ruf.rice.edu. 

The Rice University Police De-
partment began communicating in-
formation about the case to the dis-
trict attorney's office Dec. 7 and sent 
the police report on the case to 
Gutierrez in mid-January, RUPD 
Chief Bill Taylor said. RUPD is still 
waiting for the Harris County Medi-
cal Examiner's Office to return a 
toxicology report, which will com-
plete the case file, Taylor said. 

'We keep pushing [the 
Harris County Medical 
Examiners Office], but 
they kind of work on 
their own schedule 

— Phil Hassell, 
RUPI) Lieutenant 

RUPD Lieutenant Phil Hassell 
said RUPD Lieutenant Dianna 
Marshall recently contacted the 
Medical Examiner's office to ask that 
the lab report be returned as quickly 
as possible. 

"We keep pushing them, but they 
kind of work on their own sched-
ule," Hassell said. 

Assistant Dean for Student Judi-
cial Programs Don Ostdiek said in 
the Jan. 16 Thresher that the case 
had been referred to his office, but 
he was waiting for all the evidence to 
become available before moving for-
ward. In addition, Ostdiek said he 
will handle the matter himself, pos-
sibly with the assistance of the Judi-
cial Affairs Committee, an advisory 
committee composed of faculty 
members, college masters, staff 
members from the Office of Student 
Affairs and undergraduate and 
graduate students. In addition, 
Ostdiek said he will publish an ab-
stract of the case at the end of the 
semester. 

Employees may 
forced to new doctors 

by Audrey Walstrom 
THRESHER STAFF 

Hundreds of Rice employees 
may need to switch doctors by 
mid-April if Kelsey-Sey oold 
Clinic, a local chain that serves 
many faculty and staff members, 
is unable to settle its differences 
with Aetna US Healthcare, the 
insurance company that provides 
Rice faculty and staff health plans. 

Kelsey-Seybold, a multi-spe-
cialty physician group affiliated 
with St. Luke's Episcopal Health 
System, announced last month 
that it will not renew its con-
tract with Aetna after the con-
tract expires April 23. In a press 
release Feb. 4, Kelsey-Seybold 
CEO Valerie Bergeron said the 
decision to terminate the 15-
year contractual relationship 
between Aetna and Kelsey-
Seybold was difficult. 

'Our theme is that 
we're all in it 
together.' 

— Mary Cronin, 
Associate vice president for 

Human Resources 

"We have worked diligently 
for over 18 months to resolve our 
issues," Bergeron said. "We re-
gret that we have been unable to 
find common ground." 

Associate Vice President for 
Human Resources Mary Cronin 
said the Human Resources depart-
ment is using its influence as a 
middle-sized employer to put pres-
sure on both Kelsey-Seybold and 
Aetna to resolve their differences. 

Cronin said the HR depart-
ment will do its best to keep fac-
ulty and staff updated on the situ-
ation and to ease the transition if 
the disagreement is not resolved. 

"Our theme is that we're all in 
it together," Cronin said. 

Spencer Berthelsen (Wiess 
'76), chair of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Kelsey-Seybold Physi-
cian Association, said the clinic's 
decision to terminate its relation-
ship with Aetna is definite. 

"We don't have any reason to 
believe this will change," 
Berthelsen said. 

As a Rice alumnus, Berthelsen 
said he feels particular concern 
about the interruption of relation-
ships between Rice employees 
and their doctors at Kelsey-
Seybold, which has 21 locations 
in the Houston area, including 
one on West Holcombe Street 
between Buffalo Speedway and 
Kirby Drive. 

"We are proud to serve the 
Rice faculty and staff and hope 
the relationship overall can con-
tinue in the future," he said. 

Berthelsen said that after six 
months of contractual negotia-
tions, Aetna refused what Kelsey-
Seybold thought was a fair reim-
bursement rate. He said Kelsey-
Seybold has negotiated success-
fully with more than 50 health 
plans and that accepting a lower 
rate from Aetna would lower the 
quality of care delivered to 
Kelsey-Seybold patients. 

"Kelsey-Seybold has built its 
reputation on being accountable 
for both the cost and quality of 
health care," Berthelsen said. 

"We place an emphasis on 
affordability." 

Patients covered by Aetna in-
surance can make appointments 
as usual until the current con-
tract expires April 23. After that 
date, Kelsey-Seybold will assist 
patients in transferring medical 

records and communicating with 
new doctors, Berthelsen said. 

Cronin said Rice employees 
were notified last fall that Kelsey-
Seybold and Aetna were renegoti-
ating their contract. She said she 
still has some hope the two par-
ties will come to a new agreement. 

Cronin said the disagreement 
between Aetna and Kelsey-
Seybold is part of a recent national 
trend in which physicians' groups 
have been gaining more strength 
in their bargaining relationships 
with insurance companies. 

"There is no reason to suspect 
this problem is unique to Kelsey 
and Aetna's dispute," Cronin said. 

Since Aetna is a major health 
plan provider in the Houston area, 
Cronin said the best outcome for 
Rice and other Houston employ-
ers would be the renegotiation of 
a contract between Aetna and 
Kelsey-Seybold. 

If a new contract is not signed, 
Cronin said the HR department 
will work with Aetna and Kelsey-
Seybold to ensure that treatment 
of long-term medical issues is not 
interrupted in cases such as preg-
nancy, serious illness or injury. 
Continuation of medical care for 
these conditions is usually cov-
ered under transition of care in 
health insurance plans. 

Employees purchasing health 
insurance through Rice can 
choose among tl'ree plans. The 
termination o\ Lelsey-Seybold's 
contract with Aetna will most se-
verely affect those with the least 
extensive plan, the Aetna HMO. 
Patients under this plan will not 
be able to make appoinUnents with 
Kelsey-Seybold doctors once the 
clinic leaves the Aetna network, 
except in the case of a significant 
medical event that requires con-
tinuing care. Employees under the 
Flexplan and the PPO plan will be 
able to keep their Kelsey-Seybold 
doctors but will pay higher out-of-
pocket costs for using physicians 
outside Aetna's network. 

Faculty and Staff Benefits 
Committee co-Chair Susan Mcin-
tosh said the Benefits Commit-
tee is very concerned about the 
possible changes. 

"We know tha t HR has 
worked extremely hard to put 
as much pressure they can for 
the negotiation of an agree-
ment," Mcintosh, an anthropol-
ogy professor, said. 

' We are proud to 
serve the Rice faculty 
and staff and hope 
the relationship 
overall can continue 
in the future.' 

Spencer Berthelsen 
Kelsey-Seybold Physician 

Association 

About 400 Rice employees use 
the Kelsey-Seybold system, with 
varying degrees of frequency, 
Mcintosh said. She said HRor the 
Benefits Committee will help em-
ployees navigate the Aetna net-
work system to find new doctors. 

"We're hoping that people who 
have concerns will speak to Hu-
man Resources or the Benefits 
Committee so we can gain a sense 
of the problems people might 
expect," said Mcintosh. 

Mcintosh said she is still hope-
ful that Aetna and Kelsey-Seybold 
will reach an agreement. 

"It's possible that this is a liigh-
stakesgame ofchicken,"she said. 

mailto:jconnors@ruf.rice.edu
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Vision Weekend draws 
largest number ever 

by Jenny Rees 
I 'HKESHCK EDITORIAL S TAFF 

With more than 150 prospec-
tive students, this year's Vision 
Weekend will be the largest ever, 
Assistant Director of Admission 
Laura Villafranca said. The 
prospectives, all of whom ar ? 
members of underrepresented 
minority groups, arrived on cam-
pus yesterday for the three-day 
event, which is put on by the 
Student Admission Council Mi-
nority In te res t s Commit tee , 
Villafranca said. 

Villafranca, the coordinator of 
Hispanic recruitment, said 122 of 
the prospectives have already 
been offered admission to the 
university, either through early 
or interim decision, and the oth-
ers are "strong applicants." 

"It's basically a recruiting tool 
for those kids," Villafranca said. 
"A lot of those kids will make 
their decisions on this weekend." 

' We have such a great 
yield on these kids 
because they have 
such a great time 
here/ 

: ' I • ' 

— Laura Villafranca, 
Assistant director of 

Admission 

The MIC has recruited 120 
Students to host the prospectives, 
Villafranca said. 

Last year, a student was cited 
by University Court for underage 
drinking, reckless driving, viola-
tion of the seat belt law and men-
tal and bodily harm after the stu-
dent was involved in a minor 
single-car accident with four Vi-
sion Weekend prospectives in the 
car. The accident occurred at 
about 2 a.m. as the student and 
prospectives were returning from 
an evening at a nightclub. 

Villafranca said the MIC will 
provide more on-campus enter-
tainment for the prospectives this 
year and will emphasize safety. 

"The only [change from last 
year] is we're encouraging on-
campus activities,' ' she said. 
"We're emphas iz ing a little 
more this year to exercise com-
mon sense." 

Activities will include a wel-
come session given by Computa-
tional and Applied Mathematics 
Professor Richard Tapia, who 
founded the precursor to HACER, 
Thursday; classes and informa-
tion sessions Friday; a dinner with 
faculty members and alumni at 
Cohen House Friday evening; 
"Rhythms," a dance party at 
Baker College hosted by the 
Black Student Association and 
HACER Friday night; athletic 
events and a social sponsored by 
the BSA, the Black Graduate Stu-
dent Association and the Asso-
ciation of Rice University Black 
Alumni Saturday; and a barbecue 
dinner at Martel College Satur-
day evening. 

Villafranca said the matricula-
tion rate of prospectives attend-
ing Vision Weekend is higher 
than that of prospectives who do 
not visit campus. 

"Rice does a really good job 
of selling itself during these pro-
grams," she said. "We have such 
a great yield on these kids be-
cause they have such a great 
time here." 

MIC Chair Ta-Shina Williams 
said the committee is looking for-
ward to meeting the prospectives. 

"There's a great group com-
ing in that's extremely talented, 
extremely qualified," Williams 
said. "We've been planning since 
the fall, to make sure they come 
and have a good time and see 
what Rice has to offer." 

As in past years, Rice has 
offered to pay for plane tickets 
for all the prospectives who are 
not from the Houston area, 
Villafranca said. 

Owl Weekend, Rice's general 
recruiting weekend for admitted 
students, will be April 15-17. Owl 
Weekend is put on by the SAC On-
Campus Programs Committee. 

The Thresher: 
We eat high school 

papers for breakfast. 

Even yours. 

GSA elections mostly uncontested 
by Rachel Trube 

T H R E S H E R STAFF 

The Graduate Student Associa-
tion elected Joanna Papakonstantinou 
as its new president Tuesday. The 
election was uncontested for the third 
consecutive year. 

Papakonstantinou, a computa-
tional and applied mathematics 
graduate student, served as internal 
vice president this year and CAAM 
department representative in 2002-
'03. Papakonstantinou said her goals 
include strengthening ties among 
graduate students and increasing 
GSA involvement with the graduate 
student alumni community. 

"We're working closely with the 
alumni office to get some of the old 
graduate students — alums — in-
volved with cu r r en t g radua te 
students to strengthen that bond," 
Papakonstantinou said. 

She said the arrival of a new uni-
versity president increases the im-
portance of having strong graduate 
student leadership. 

"I want to make sure that the 
graduate student voice is still heard 
with the new president coming in," 
Papakonstantinou said. 

Other newly-elected officers in-
c lude In te rna l Vice Pres iden t 
Marcos Huerta, a physics and as-
tronomy graduate student; Exter-
nal Vice P r e s i d e n t Sara 

Middlemist, an ecology and evolu-
tionary biology graduate student; 
T reasu re r Mili Shah, a CAAM 
graduate student; and Secretary 
Summer Nijjer, an ecology and 
evolutionary biology graduate stu-
den t . Ni j jer will be 
serving her second term as GSA 
secretary. In addition to the five 
execu t ive pos i t ions , the GSA 
elected eight representatives to the 
Honor Council and three to Uni-
versity Court. 

According to the GSA constitu-
tion, any graduate student can nomi-
nate candidates, but only department 
representatives vote. Fourteen of the 
29 department representatives were 
present at Tuesday's meeting. 

Current GSA president Robert 
Cardnell said he was disappointed that 
less than half of the department repre-
sentatives attended the meeting. 

"That's a below-par turnout for 
elections," Cardnell, a biochemistry 
graduate student, said. 

All races were uncontested ex-
cept internal vice president, for which 
there were three candidates, and ex-
ternal vice president, for which there 
were two. In last year's elections, 
three positions were contested. 

Cardnell said he is confident the 
GSA will be in good hands next year 
with Papakonstantinou leading the 
organization. 

"We've seen pretty much eye to 

eye on things in GSA this year, but 
she's brought up some good points 
that I've completely missed, so I 
think she'll do an outstanding job," 
Cardnell said. 

CALEB REDFIELD/THRESHER 

Joanna Papakonstantinou 

Cardnell said his biggest challenge 
this year has been the increasing cost 
of health insurance for graduate stu-
dents, which will remain a major con-
cern for the new GSA leadership. 

2004 Year-End Awards 
Nomination Form 

The Off ice of S tuden t Activities, the Off ice of S t u d e n t Affairs , the SA A w a r d s C o m m i t t e e , and 

the Associa t ion of Rice A l u m n i coord ina te their respect ive yea r -end a w a r d s that recognize 

service by s t u d e n t s to the Rice communi ty . Any m e m b e r of the Rice c o m m u n i t y m a y s u b m i t 

a n o m i n a t i o n . Qua l i f i ed cand ida t e s m a v be cons ide red for any of the four a w a r d s . If y o u 

h a v e anv q u e s t i o n s p lease contact the Off ice of S t u d e n t Activi t ies (x4097). 

The RICE UNIVERSITY SERVICE AWARD, g iven in m e m o r y of Dean of S tuden t s H u g h 

Scott C a m e r o n , is a w a r d e d to as m a n y as fou r i n d i v i d u a l s of the Rice s t u d e n t popu la t ion , 

pas t a n d present , w h o have been mos t e x e m p l a r y in r e n d e r i n g service to the s tuden t body. 

The SALLYPORT AWARD is p resen ted by the Associa t ion of Rice A l u m n i to recognize a 

dese rv ing : 

(i) u n d e r g r a d u a t e deg ree cand ida t e w h o has m a d e con t r ibu t ions to the Rice 

c o m m u n i t v above his or her ind iv idua l college and w h o m a y not o the rwi se be 

recognized ; and 

(ii) g r a d u a t e degree cand ida t e w h o has m a d e con t r ibu t ions to the Rice c o m m u n i t y 

above his or her ind iv idua l d e p a r t m e n t a n d w h o m a y not o the rwise be recognized . 

A faculty letter of recommendation and a resume are required for the Sallyport Award. 

The O U T S T A N D I N G SENIOR AWARDS are g iven to g r a d u a t i n g seniors w h o h a v e 

con t r ibu ted the mos t to excellence at Rice Universi ty. This a w a r d recognizes excel lence no t 

onlv in service bu t also pe r fo rmance , dedica t ion , and character. 

The MORTY RICH SCHOLARSHIP is a w a r d e d to a con t inu ing s tuden t w h o has 

d i s t ingu i shed h imse l f / he r se l f t h rough h i s / h e r c o m m i t m e n t and service to Rice a n d / o r to the 

grea ter c o m m u n i t y . 

' 

Please fi l l in the f o l l o w i n g information and answer the quest ion on a separate sheet of 

paper. 

N o m i n e e 

Class: FR SO JR SR G R A D 

A w a r d 

Col lege / D e p a r t m e n t 

Email (if k n o w n ) 

Your n a m e 

A d d r e s s 

P h o n e 

Emai l 

Re la t ionsh ip to n o m i n e e 

O n a separate sheet of paper, please tell us w h y you be l i eve your n o m i n e e should receive 

this award. 

ricethresher.org 
thresher® 
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Preferential votes not used in tabulation 
ELECTIONS, from Page 1 
Matthews should work to build a 
strong relationship with University 
President-elect David Leebron. 

"I think that's really important — 
our relationships and ties to the ad-
ministration," Leggett said. "That's 
the way we get stuff done." 

T h e three other presidential can-
didates said they will pursue varying 
levels of involvement with the SA in 
the future. 

Lovett College junior William 
McKee, who placed second in the 
race with 23 percent of the vote, said 
he plans to continue his involvement 
in the Rice Athletic Committee and, 
if the opportunity presents itself, will 
work with the SA. 

Hanszen College junior Parisa 
Azamian, who placed third with 
17 percent of votes cast, said she 
does not plan to be involved with 
the SA at all. 

'The reason I wanted to be in-
volved in the SAis because 1 wanted 
to have influence to change the body 
itself." Azamian said. 

Baker College junior Alan Pham, 
who finished fourth with nine percent 
of the vote, said he will continue going 
to SA meetings and contributing to 
the organization without holding an 
elected position. 

Pham said he thinks Matthews 
will be good leader. 

"I think Derrick's going to do a 
great job," Pham said. "I'm superbly 
confident in his ability to lead the 
SA next year. Out of all the candi-
dates, if I didn't win, I definitely 
want him to win." 

Most other positions elected in the 
General Elections were uncontested. 

Will Rice junior Manu Gupta ran 

BY THE NUMBERS: ELECTION RESULTS 

Alan Pham 
9.1% 

Parisa 
Azamian 
16.7% w 

A Preferential -
Free Election 
The Student Association 
presidential election was 
unusual g iven recent 
elections. Despite four 
candidates in the race, 
one candidate received 
an absolute majority of 
votes , el iminating the 
need to use the preferen-
tial vot ing sy s t em. A 
total of 944 votes were 
cast for the four major 
candidates. 

unopposed for SA external vice presi-
dent. Gupta said he will work to 
improve communication between 
university standing committees and 
the SA. 

W i e s s s o p h o m o r e Gabrie la 
Perez-Hobrecker ran unopposed for 
SA secretary. 

Ed Chao, a Brown College sopho-
more, and Cara Virgili, a Baker sopho-
more, ran unopposed for Rice Student 
Volunteer Program co-chairs. Chao 
said he and Virgili want to increase 
RSVP's visibility among students. 

"Next year 1 hope that every single 
person on Rice campus is going to be 
able to know what RSVP is and have 
an opportunity to participate in at 
least one RSVP event," Chao said. 

Sid Richardson College sopho-
more Ginny Stuckey was elected Rice 
Program Council president in an un-
contested race. Stuckey said she 

hopes to get more students involved 
in RPC and to continue improving 
traditional RPC e v e n t s such as 
Esperanza, Rondelet and Willy Week. 

"I would like to get more stu-
dents involved in RPC so that events 
reflect student interest and student 
Involvement," Stuckey said. 

The Spring Elections will be held 
March 10-14 to fill positions for which 
no petitions were received in time 
for the General Elections. Petitions 
are available now and will be ac-
cepted through Tuesday, SA Elec-
tions Chair Ames Grawert said. The 
positions on the Spring Elections 
ballot will include SA internal vice 
president, SA treasurer, RSVP trea-
surer, University Court junior class 
representative, two U. Court senior 
class representatives, one Honor 
Council sophomore representative 
and one University Council position. 

OTHER GENERAL ELECTIONS RESULTS 
Thresher 
Editors in chief: Jon Yardley 
and Lindsey Gilbert 

University Blue 
Editors in chief: John Koch and 
Elizabeth Rinker 

KTRU 
Station manager: Audrey Nath 

Rice Broadcast Television 
Station manager: Brad Chase 
Program director: Eric Williams 

Campanile 
Editors in chief: Jenny Voight 
and Mike Pavlak 

Sammy the Owl 
Lanny Bose 

Rice Student Volunteer 
Program 
Internal vice chair: Tony Lieu 

External vice chair: Jenny 
Werdenberg 

Secretary: Jennifer Lai 

University Council 
Nastassja Lewinski 

Honor Council 
Senior class representatives: 
Travis Youngblood, Matt Mino, 

Elspeth Simpson and Mariam 
Chugthai 

Junior class representatives: 
Amber Obermeyer, Divya Pande 
and Brandon Mack 

Sophomore c lass repre-
sentatives: Rachel Hamilton 
and Becky Thilo 

University Court 
Junior class representative: 
Katherine Corley 

Sophomore c lass repre-
sentatives: Alison Morgan and 
Ting Wang 

Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program 

T h e M e l l o n U n d e r g r a d u a t e F e l l o w s P r o g r a m at R i c e U n i v e r s i t y is c u r r e n t l y a c c e p t i n g 

a p p l i c a t i o n s f r o m s t u d e n t s i n t e r e s t e d in p a r t i c i p a t i n g in a m e n t o r e d p r o g r a m tha t p r e p a r e s t h e m 

f o r e n t e r i n g P h . D . p r o g r a m s in s e l e c t e d d i s c i p l i n e s a f t e r t h e y g r a d u a t e f r o m R i c e U n i v e r s i t y . 

E l i g i b l e f i e l d s a re A n t h r o p o l o g y , A r t H i s t o r y , C l a s s i c s , C o m p u t e r S c i e n c e , D e m o g r a p h y , 

E a r t h S c i e n c e s , E c o l o g y , E n g l i s h , E t h n o m u s i c o l o g y , E o r e i g n L a n g u a g e s , H i s t o r y , 

L i t e r a t u r e , M a t h e m a t i c s , M u s i c o l o g y , P h i l o s o p h y , P h y s i c s , Po l i t i ca l T h e o r y . R e l i g i o n a n d 

S o c i o l o g y . 

A p p l i c a n t s s h o u l d n o r m a l l y be c o m p l e t i n g the i r s o p h o m o r e y e a r as a s t u d e n t at R ice U n i v e r s i t y . 

S e l e c t i o n wil l be b a s e d on a n u m b e r of a t t r ibu tes i n c l u d i n g but no t l i m i t e d to a c a d e m i c s t a n d i n g 

a n d p o t e n t i a l , l i f e e x p e r i e n c e s and i n t e r e s t s , c o m m i t m e n t to b u i l d i n g b r i d g e s in m u l t i c u l t u r a l 

s e t t i n g s , a n d in teres t in p u r s u i n g g r a d u a t e e d u c a t i o n . S t u d e n t s w h o p a r t i c i p a t e in the p r o g r a m 

r e c e i v e a yea r l y s t i pend of S I . 6 0 0 . w o r k c lo se ly wi th a f a c u l t y m e n t o r f o r t w o yea r s , and are a l s o 

e l i g i b l e f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in s u m m e r f e l l o w s h i p p r o g r a m s at the e n d of t he i r s o p h o m o r e o r j u n i o r 

y e a r s . F ina l i s t s wil l be interv i e w e d . A n n o u n c e m e n t s wi l l be m a d e in M a r c h . 

A p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s are and a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n are ava i l ab l e o n l i n e at 

w w w . p r o f e s s o r . r i c e . e d u / p r o f e s s o r , ' ^ M e l l o n F o l l o w s asp . A p p l i c a t i o n s m a y a l s o be p i c k e d u p 

f r o m the O f f i c e of the A s s o c i a t e P r o v o s t , R o o m 3 1 3 A . Love t t Ha l l . 

A p p l i c a t i o n d e a d l i n e is March 10. 2004 

STUDENT A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• The Spring Elections will be held the week after midterm recess to 
fill positions still empty after the General Elections. Petitions for the 
elections are available at the SA office in the Student Center and at 
http://www.ricesa.com. They are due Tuesday at noon. 

• The leftover homecoming T-shirts will be donated to a charitable 
organization. 

• SA turnover will occur at the March 15 meeting, which will be held 
in Willy's Pub. 

• SA co-President Michael Leggett announced the senate will discuss 
what worked and did not work in the SA this year at its Monday 
meeting. 

• SA Sports and Health Committee co-Chair Manish Agrawal an-
nounced that he met with Vice President for Finance and Administra-
tion Dean Currie, and Currie said he will work to provide ambulance 
access to Field 7. 

• Leggett announced a proposed change to the SA by-laws that would 
require the SA president to give a State of the University address 
each year. The senate will vote on the change at its Monday meeting. 

• The senate approved the ballot and election code for the Spring 
Elections. 

• The senate approved the Culinary Arts and Nutrition Club, which will 
help students develop their cooking skills. Anyone with questions 
should contact Will Rice College junior Karen Mascarenhas at 
karen5m@rice.edu. 

m The senate approved the Rice Low Keys, an all-female a cappella 
group. Anyone with questions should contact Martel College sopho-
more Daniela Burchhardt at danielab@rice.edu. 

m The senate approved the Rice Weight Training Club, an organization 
that will introduce students to proper weight training techniques. 
Anyone with questions should contact Sid Richardson College 
sophomore Ashley Edison at bashley@rice.edu. 

The next meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 
Student Center. 

• . l l l l l l 2 i 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Feb. 11-16. 

Residential Colleges 
Baker College Feb. 11 Multiple students reported nearly 

being hit by thrown grapefruit. 

Wiess College Feb. 13 Bicycle stolen. 

Academic Buildings 
Space Science 
Building 

Feb. 16 Disturbing phone message left on a 
student's voicemail. 

Other Buildings 
Gym lasium Feb. 14 Wallet stolen from the men's locker 

room. 

Parking Lots 
West Lot Feb. 13 An officer reported damage to a 

chain surrounding the parking lot. 

Other Areas 
University Police Feb. 14 A person reported a suspicious 

individual at Fondren Library. 

'OAS 
2407 W. Holcombe 

• 713-666-4267 
Near Campus 
www.midas.com 

South Padre Road Trip Special 
$ 5 9 . 9 9 * - Oil Change, Fluid Check 

- Alignment 

- Tire Rotation 

Most models Accepted. 

*Show Rice II); Not valid with other offers. 

Total Car Care 

http://www.professor.rice.edu/professor,'%5eMellon
http://www.ricesa.com
mailto:karen5m@rice.edu
mailto:danielab@rice.edu
mailto:bashley@rice.edu
http://www.midas.com
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Inflation was grave threat to America over past 50 years 
by April Goldman 

THRKSHER STAFF 

If asked to name the most influen-
tial events of the last 50 years, most 
Americans would probably choose 
conflicts like the Vietnam War or 
achievements like the development 
of the personal computer but would 
not consider the influence of infla-
tion, which has significantly impacted 
U.S. politics, economics and sociol-
ogy, Newsweek journalist Robert 
Samuelson said. 

Samuelson spoke Tuesday as 
part of the President's Lecture Se-
ries in McMurtry Auditorium in 
Duncan Hall. 

Samuelson is an award-winning 
journalist who started his career in 
1969 at The Washington Post. He 
left the paper four years later to 
free-lance and wrote for several 
publications, including The Sun-
day Times of London, the Los Ange-
les Times, The Boston Globe, and 
The New Republic. Samuelson 
joined Newsweek in 1984 and has 
written two books: The Good Life 
and Its Discontents: The American 
Dream in the Age of Entitlement, 
1945-1995, which appeared in 
1995, and a collection of columns 
called Untruth: Why the Conven-
tional Wisdom is (Almost Always) 
Wrong that appeared in 2001. 

In his introduction, Samuelson 
said he tries to make complicated 
economic issues accessible to people 
who do not have any formal back-
ground in economics. 

"I'm not an economist," he said. 
"I'm a journalist." 

Ix>vett College senior Raphael 

Escovar said he was impressed by 
the way Samuelson simplified eco-
nomic theory so the audience could 
understand its importance to the 
national climate. 

Samuelson said the '60s repre-
sented the first period of significant 
peacetime inflation in U.S. history. 
The government, theorizing that the 
same policies that led to inflation 
would decrease unemployment, al-
lowed the inflation to rise. 

"It was a disaster," Samuelson 
said. "What Vietnam was to foreign 
policy, [this theory] was to eco-
nomic policy." 

Samuelson said between 1970 
and 1982, unemployment rose and 
the economy became less stable. 
Inflation rates were negligible in the 
early 1960s but were in the double 
digits by the late 70s, he said. 

The unstable economy created 
anxiety for Americans because people 
were unsure how much prices would 
rise or what their wages would be 
worth in the future, Samuelson said. 

"What you need to understand 
about inflation is that it touches ev-
eryone," he said. 

Samuelson cited a 1978 poll in 
which 90 percent of respondents 
said lowering inflation was their 
highest priority for the nation. He 
said the election of President 
Ronald Reagan in 1980 was partly 
due to hopes he would lower infla-
tion, and as expected, inflation fell 
substantially during the Reagan ad-
ministration as short-term interest 
ra tes and unemployment rose. 
Samuelson said lower inflation 
rates restored people's confidence 
in government. 

CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Newsweek columnist Robert Samuelson spoke Tuesday at McMurtry Auditorium in Duncan Hall as part of the 
President's Lecture Series. 

Inflation influenced more as-
pects of American society than the 
1980 presidential election, Sam-
uelson said. American farmers were 
financially devastated by the infla-
tion of the '70s, and Americans 
shifted their investments to real 
estate, a move that led to the Sav-
ings and \joan Crisis. 

Samuelson also said the decline 
in the productivity of U.S. industries, 
that fell from three percent in the 
early 1960s to 1.5 percent currently, 

was tied to the rise in inflation. How-
ever, productivity recovered as in-
flation decreased during the '80s and 
'90s. Samuelson said this change in 
productivity profoundly affected 
Americans. 

"Progress is America's national 
religion," Samuelson said. "We mea-
sure progress in economic terms. 
When this didn't happen, people 
thought they were losing their na-
tional birth right." 

The disinflation and the steadv 

rise in stock prices beginning in the 
'80s moved Americans to see their 
financial situations more optimisti-
cally than might be beneficial in the 
long run, Samuelson said. 

Martel College senior Maeve 
Quigley said she found the lecture 
informative and interesting. 

"What I find interesting about 
[Samuelson's] perspective is [that] 
he approaches economics from a 
very intuitive standpoint," Quigley 
said. "He's very engaging." 

2 / ® „ i _ Reynolds Cushman mouniain Team i»ader. Houston 
Ener jjy MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Green Mountain Energy needs a handful of Rice- Students to help 
change how power is made — and get paid $ 15-S30 / hr for 
representing America's only 100% renewable energy retailer. Work 
when you want, up to 20 hours / week. Full training! Staff fun 
events and retailer's storefronts. 

Reynolds.CushmiinCagreennwuntuin.com or call 281.216.0189. 

Be part of the solution or button your trap. 

First a Web site that 
r <J' «„• - W y ' J v s N ' 

loads. , 
J | - . 
% • , j i 

re 

actually have current 
content on the site. 

What are these crazy 
«/ 

going to 
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JOHN E. PARISH FELLOWSHIP 
for Summer Travel 

Wiess College announces competi t ion for the 2004 John E. Parish Fellowship. 
The winner of the Parish Fellowship will receive support of approximately 2 
mon ths travel during the S u m m e r of 2004. as well as a partial tuition grant 
for the 2004-2005 academic year. The purpose of the fellowship is to 
enhance the undergraduate education of the Fellow by broadening the range 
of experience via travel. All full-time returning undergraduates at Rice are 
eligible. For further information, call the Wiess College coordinator (713-348-
5743), or see the web page at w w w . r u f . r i c e . e d u / ~ p a r i s h . Deadline tor 
application is Thursday. February 26. 2004. 

5814 Kirby Drive 
In Rice Village 

Better Ingredients. dOO "7070 
Better Pizza. (713) M L - l L l i . 

Large one topping pizza 
& one two liter Coke9 

$ 8 . 9 9 

Need help with your 
r*ii net 

We support Rice athletics. 
Congratulations to the Rice Baseball Team! 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~parish
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JEFF FITLOW/RICE NEWS 

Elizabeth Glllls (left) presents the Elizabeth Glllls Award for Exemplary 
Service to Assistant to the Dean of Engineering Nancy Letness. 

Letness awarded for service 
by Prasheeda Bremjit 

THRESHER STAFF 

This year ' s Elizabeth Gillis 
Award for Exemplary Service was 
presented to Nancy Letness, the 
assistant to the dean of engineer-
ing. Letness was presented with the 
award Feb. 4 at the annual Employee 
Service Award luncheon. 

Associate Dean of Engineering 
Bart Sinclair said Letness is very 
deserving of the award. 

"She is very knowledgeable about 
her job — very motivated to do the 
best job that she possibly can," 
Sinclair said. "Her work ethic is re-
markable. Part of the reason why I 
like the job I'm in is because I think 
she does such a good job." 

Letness was selected by Eliza-
beth Gillis, wife of P res iden t 
Malcolm Gillis, Associate Vice Presi-

dent for Human Resources Mary 
Cronin and three other committee 
members. The decision was made 
after reviewing nominations and let-
ters of recommendation from vari-
ous departments. 

In the Feb. 12 Rice News, Elizabeth 
Gillis said Letness is engaged in out-
standing service to the university. 

"Nancy is thoughtful, energetic, 
creative and diplomatic in all of her 
interactions with others," Gillis said. 

In the article, Letness said she is 
glad she has had the opportunity to 
work with colleagues who respect 
each other greatly and are good 
friends. She also said she is honored 
with the award. 

"I am extremely honored and 
humbled to receive this prestigious 
award named in honor of Elizabeth 
Gillis, a woman whom I greatly ad-
mire and respect," Letness said. 

Come Worship with Us! 
West University Baptist Church invites you to 

worship, the study of God ' s Word, and fellowship. 

We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday worship 
services, as well as a college-level Sunday school class that is 

attended by many Rice University and Medical School students 
and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served in 
the class, along with an opportunity to take the Lord's Supper 

each Sunday morning. 

We are located 2 miles directly west of campus, 6218 Auden 
between University and Rice. Free round-trip shuttle service is 

provided each Sunday morning leaving at 8:15 AM and 9:15 
AM on the loop in front of Rice's Allen Center. See 

www.wubc.org for more details, or call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 AM 

The Baha'i Faith 
Uniting your world ... one heart at a time 

International meetings, Devotionals and 

Study circles near campus 

Call 1 -800-22-UNITF or visit www.bahai.org 

Treehouse in quad to remain until May 
by Ian Everhart 

THRESHERSTAFF 

The treehouse assembled in the 
northwest corner of the academic 
quad will remain in place through 
May 3 at the latest, Vice President 
for S tuden t Affai rs Zena ido 
Camacho said. 

Camacho said President Malcolm 
Gillis approved keeping the treehouse 
up through the end of the semester. 
Camacho set the date of May 3, 
five days before commencement, for 
the dismantling of the structure. 

"I specifically asked [Gillis], 'Is it 
OK if we keep this to the end of the 
semes te r? ' and he said 'Yes, '" 
Camacho said. 

Gillis said he wants to let stu-
dents enjoy the study loft for the 
next few months. 

"It seemed to me that there was 
not great risk involved in letting it 
stay," Gillis said. "We can't just let 
people build willy-nilly on campus, 
but I thought, 'Okay, let's make it 
clear that [in] this one case, let's let 
it stay the rest of the semester as a 
symbol for good ecology."' 

Gillis said Facilities and Engineer-
ing staff members assured him of 
the structure's safety, but he will 
remove the treehouse if anyone us-
ing it is injured. 

"If I thought it wasn't safe, I 
would have no choice [but to have it 
taken down]," Gillis said. "I am as-
sured that with intelligent use, it 
should be safe." 

The builders of the treehouse, 
who wish to remain anonymous, said 
they met after reading the article 
published in the Jan. 30 Thresher 
and decided to add some safety fea-

tures to the structure. A member of 
the group said they added a rope 
railing around the edge of the 
treehouse, waterproofed the wood, 
widened the ladder to increase its 
support from the ground, and ad-
justed the ropes suspending the plat-
form from the tree. 

'We decided that to 
increase the chances of 
the treehouse staying 
up, we would address 
the university's safety 
concerns 

— Anonymous treehouse 
builder 

"We decided that to increase the 
chances of the treehouse staying 
up, we would address the university's 
safety concerns," the individual said. 

Camacho said he chose May 3 to 
give the t reehouse 's builders a 
chance to take the structure down 
themselves without having to inter-
rupt their academic work. F&E will 
dismantle the treehouse if it has not 
been removed by that date, he said. 
April 23 is the last day of classes. 
The last day of final exams is May 5, 
and commencement is May 8. 

Camacho sent an e-mail last Fri-
day to the builders' anonymous ac-
count outlining the details of the 
deadline. 

A builder said the group intends 
to have the treehouse disassembled 
by the deadline, but they will main-
tain the structure until then. 

"We built the treehouse, so we 
feel the treehouse is best maintained 
by us," the builder said. "We feel an 
obligation to both students and the 
admin i s t r a t ion to ensu re the 
structure's integrity." 

Assistant Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs John Hutchinson said 
he thinks people will remember the 
treehouse for years to come. 

"People talk about it a lot," he 
said. "It'll be a fun story to tell for a 
while. It's very creative. It really 
captures the Rice spirit." 

Hutchinson said he cannot re-
member anything like the building 
of the treehouse happening before. 

"Obviously, everybody points 
back at turning [Willy's] statue, but 
even this has more permanence," 
he said. "It's also in some regards 
more fun. It's a creation rather than 
just turning something around. 
People can use it. They can go and 
sit in the thing and enjoy an after-
noon, or even just a few minutes." 

Sid Richardson College junior 
Jaime Rios said he is glad Gillis de-
cided to extend the treehouse's life. 

"Since it's right in the quad — 
it's the most prestigious part of 

campus — I could see why they 
would want to take it down before 
commencement," Rios said. "It's 
good that they kept it up for the 
amount of time that they're going to 
keep it up instead of just taking it 
down a week after it was built. It 
shows some leniency by the admin-
istration, some kind of compromise, 
which is better than nothing." 

Wiess will have party during parade 
BIKE, from Page 1 

Wiess College has a tradition of 
opting out of the parade, Wiess 
Beer-Bike Coordinator Stina Salazar 
said. When the old Wiess College 
was still standing, college members 
built a fort that would be attacked 
with water balloons by the other 
colleges during the parade, since 
Old Wiess was located at the end of 
the parade route. 

Since Wiess moved into its new 
building, the college has looked for 
other options and decided to have the 
party this year, Salazar, a junior, said. 

"We want to be a part of Beer-Bike, 
but in the Wiess tradition," Salazar 

said. "We want to celebrate the week-
end, we're part of the races, but we 
also like to do our own thing. Wiess 
has always been the unique college." 

The party, which will take place 
on the Wiess terrace and the sur-
rounding lawn area, will include 
band performances and a barbe-
cue, Salazar said. She said two 
fences will be erected between the 
party and the parade route, and 
there will be extra security volun-
teers and alcohol servers. Security 
will remain in place from 10:30 a.m. 
until 12:30 p.m. for the parade and 
from 4:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. for 
Wiess's alumni barbecue. 

Sid Richardson College Beer-
Bike Coordinator Julia Follick said 
she thinks Wiess' choice to have the 
party was appropriate because it was 
a decision made collectively as a 
college. Follick, a junior, said Sid 
will welcome any Wiess members 
who want to join the parade. 

"I would feel bad for people who 
wanted to participate and couldn't, 
and we're always looking for more 
people to throw water balloons at 
the other colleges," Follick said. 

Follick said she thinks the distance 
between the parade route and the party 
is large enough to discourage interac-
tion between the two events. 

Ban on co-presidents narrowly fails 
REFERENDA from Page 1 
Beer-Bike, Miller said. 

While Beer-Bike will still be 
underfunded by about $2,000, Miller 
said college fines will probably make 
up the difference. RPC will sise any 
surplus money to enhance security 
and possibly for concessions. 

TTie Beer-Bike blanket-tax refer-
endum passed with 83 percent vot-
ing in favor. 

An SAconstitutional amendment 
making minor clarifications in the 
constitution and correcting incon-
sistencies between the constitution 
and by-laws passed with 88-percent 
support. This amendment failed on 
last fall's Homecoming Elections 
ballot because not enough students 
voted on it. 

SA Parliamentarian CW 
McCullagh said the amendment will 
eliminate a redundancy regarding the 
number of votes needed for an amend-
ment to leave the senate and be voted 
on by the SA at large. It will also 
define the separation between the 
Honor Council and the SA, he said. 

"All blanket tax organizations' 
constitutions are secondary to the 
SA constitution, but now the Honor 
Council's is not," McCullagh, a Will 
Rice College junior, said. "This will 
ensure that the Honor Council re-
mains a separate entity from the SA." 

The Honor Council placed four 
amendments to its constitution on 

the ballot, and all were approved. 
The first of the changes, which will 
add the word "unauthorized" to the 
Honor Code pledge, passed with 81-
percent support. 

'All blanket tax 
organizations' 
constitutions are 
secondary to the SA 
constitution, but now 
the Honor Council's is 
not.'" 

— CW McCullagh 
SA Parliamentarian 

The word will appear between the 
words "any" and "aid" in the pledge, 
so the pledge will more explicitly 
reflect the code's application to open-
book and open-notes assignments. 

The second change will add a 
reference in the Honor Council's 
constitution to the investigative 
meeting held before ihe Honor 
Council decides to have a hearing. 

Hie third clarifies that only under-

graduate students vote on proposed 
amendments to the Honor Council 
constitution, and the fourth clarifies 
the distinction between binding and 
non-binding votes at a hearing. 

Honor Council Chair Keith 
Henneke said the second, third and 
fourth amendments, which passed 
with 85-, 84- and 83-percent approval 
respectively, are fairly minor. 

"They were all to clarify things 
we are doing or to make the consti-
tution more precise," Henneke, a 
Jones College senior, said. 

Students also approved a refer-
endum revising the U. Blue consti-
tution, which failed in the Home-
coming Elections and last year's 
General Elections because not 
enough s tuden ts voted on the 
changes. The U. Blue referendum 
will change the literary magazine's 
constitution to bring the publication 
into compliance with the SA consti-
tution, especially regarding the re-
quirement that all blanket-tax orga-
nizations have leaders elected by 
the student body. 

McCullagh said the Elections 
Committee re-ordered the ballot, 
placing the referenda at the begin-
ning rather than the end, in hopes 
that more students would vote on 
the referenda. 

"Putting the referenda at the be-
ginning of the ballot really paid off," 
McCullagh said. 

http://www.wubc.org
http://www.bahai.org
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band: $ (undisclosed amount) 

make-up & wardrobe: $7000 
soy cappuccinos: $250 

camera crew: $ 1200 a day 
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Go to mastercard.com to apply for an internship making a music video for the band Hoobastank. 
t he re are some things money can't buy. f o r every th ing else there's MasterCard . 

MasterCard' Priceless Exper ience" 04 Music Internship Contest Official Rules No Purchase Necessary to Enter or Win Eligibi l i ty: Open to legal residents of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia who are 18 to 25 years of age and are enrolled as full or part time undergraduate students in a U S Deoartment of Education 
accredited 2-year oi 4 year college'umversity as of 2/8/04 and at the time of winner selection and notification Employees of MasterCard International Incorporated ( Sponsor i MasterCard member financial institutions Enigma Media. Inc ( Hypnotic l Octagon Worldwide Limited Universal Music Group Project Support Team. Inc • PS T 1 

and each of their respective parent companies affiliates, distributors subsidiaries and advertising/promotion agencies (collectively Released Parties ") and members of the immediate family (mother, father brothers, sisters sons daughters and spouse) and household of each such employee are not eligible to participate 1 his Contest is subject 
to all applicable federal state and local laws and regulations Void where prohibited How to Participate: 1) Visit www mastercard com and click on the MasterCard' Priceless Experience M 04 icon between 1? 00 01PM Central Time ( CT ) on 2/8 04 and 8 59 59AM CT on 4 15 04 i Promotion Period ) ?) To access the application form click 
on the Apply Now button 3) Submit an essay of no more than (250) words answering the following question If you were to plan your ideal career in the music business what would it be and why ? 1 he entry must be your original cieation in English and cannot have been previously published or submitted in any prior competition Modification 
of an existing work does not qualify as original 4) Fully complete the online entry and 5) Click the Submit button Limit one entry per person and per email address for the duration of the Promotion Period Addit ional entries received from such person and/or email address thereafter w i l l be void Your submission of an entrv constitutes 
your consent to participate in this Contest and your consent for Sponsor to obtain, use, and transfer your name, address and other information for the purpose of administering this Contest Sponsoi is not responsible for lost incomplete late stolen, or misdirected entries oi submissions, theft destruction or unauthorized access to or alteration 
of entries, failures or malfunctions of phones, phonelines or telephone systems interrupted or unavailable network, server or other connections, any error omission, interruption defect or delay in any transmission or communication traffic congestion on the Internet or for any technical problem including but not limited to any iniury or 
damage to entrant s or any other person s computer related to or resulting from participation in this Contest errors in these Official Rules in any Contest-related advertisements oi other materials the selection or announcement of winners or the awarding of prizes, the cancellation, suspension or modification of online distance-learning seminars 
or other problems or errors of any kind whether mechanical human electronic or otherwise Sponsor reserves the right in its sole discretion, to void any and all entries of an entrant who Sponsor believes has attempted to tamper with or impair the administration, security, fairness or proper play o< this Contest The use of automated entry 

or and will not be returned Neither Sponsor nor anyone acting on its behalf, will enter into any communications with any entrant regarding any aspect of this Contest other than to notify potential winners Judging Winner selection for this Contest will occur in two phases 
Semifinali^t Selection A total of (48) Semifinalists will be selected in accoidance with the following Entry Periods, each Entry Period beginning at 12 00 01PM CT and ending at 8 59 59AM CT respectively <16' Entry Period *1 Semifinalists 2/8/04-3 1 04 116) Entry Period »2 Semifinalists 3 7 04-3/23/04 and 116) Entry Period *3 Semifinalists 
devices is prohibited All entries will become the property of Sponsor and will not be returned Neither Sponsor nor a 
Semi.fiJTaliSi Selection A total of (48) Semifinalists wil l be selected in accoidance with the following Entry Periods, eact-. J U P i L , 
; 24/04-4 15 04 Entries received during one Entry Period will not carry forward to subsequent Entry Penods Entries will he |udged by an independent panel of |udges ("iiidges ) supervised by PST (an independent ludgmg organization whose decisions will be final and binding in all matters relating to this Contest) based on the following criteria 
11 Originality 0 40 points 2) Creativity Writ ten Expression 0-30 points and 3) Relevance to Theme 0-30 points In the event of a tie the entrant with the highest score in Onginahtv will be declared the potential Semifinalist If a tie still exists, from among the remaining pool of tied entrants the entrant with the highest score in Creativity Written 
Expression will be declared the potential Semifinalist, and so forth Tiebreakers will continue backwards in this manner until the tie among the remaining tied entrants is broken Semifinalists will be notified by telephone and or mail on or about 5/10/04 if anv Semifinalist notification letter is returned as undeliverable a runner up may be selected 
Each Semifinalist will be required to submit the fol lowing materials to a specified address within (4) days of issuance of notification 1) Executed Affidavit of Eligibility. Liability Release and (where legal) Publicity Release. 2) Current college/university transcript (showing that he/she is in good academic standing as defined by his her respective 
oileue university at time of notification) 3) A video of no more than (2) minutes in length featuring Semifinalist (no third parties tootage and/or music from any other source) addressing the following question TeH us about vour favorite music video what vou like best about it and whv1 The video must be a! On a i 2 inch VHS-tormatted 

videotape b) Queued to starting point c) Neatly labeled with the entrant's complete name and d) In English and cannot have been previously screened or publicly viewed Entrant is responsible for properly protecting videotape for mailing Noncompliance with any of the foregoing may result in disqualification and awarding of prize to the 
runner up Finalist Selection A total of (16) Finalists will be selected from the (48) Semifinalist video entries submitted Video entries will be ludged based on the following criteria 1) Presence On-Screen 0 - 4 0 points 2) Creative Execution 0 -30 points and 3) Originality 0 - 3 0 points In the event of i fie the entrant with the highest score in 
Presence Ori-Screen will be declared the potential Finalist If a tie still exists, f rom among the remaining pool of tied entrants, the entrant with the highest score in Creative Execution will be declared the potential Finalist and so forth Tiebreakets will continue backwaids in this manner until the tie among the remaining tied entrants is broken 
Finalists will be selected by ludges on or about 5/24/04 and will be notified by telephone and/or mail If any Finaiist notification letter is returned as undeliverable the runner-up may be selected The likelihood of winning a prize will depend on the quality of each entrants submission as compared to the quality of .ill other entrants submissions 
•• ifined m accordance with the aforementioned criteria Prizes (48j Semifinalist Prizes $100 MasterCard Gift Card (Approximate Retail Value ARV $100) (16) Finalist Pnzet Opportunity to attend the MasterCard Priceless Experience™ 04 Music Internship . internship ) between 6/15 04 and , 1 5 04 consisting of ibut not limited tc 
participation in a four week internship in i os Angeles California with access to select Music & Entertainment industry experts designated by Sponsor specialized curricula and the chance to assist m the production of a music video developed for an artist/group (managed by Universal Music Group)'to be designatedso lely bv bponso- Internship 
will include round-trip coach air transportation f rom major airport nearest to winners residence in the U S select ground transportation, double-occupancy accommodations at a location to be determined bv Sponsor and a jo ta l of 5 1 J 5 P J 5 P e n ( l i n ^ . T o n f v . a v ! f r r t ^ ,nJ!l.e f o r I .. i l 2 tSL . . ! ! ! ' ' 

this Contest1 and any'ha ver^e/ated thereto including but rot limited to, any claim that entrants submission infringes or violates the rights of any person or entity Sponsor reserves the right in its sole discretion to modify terminate or suspend this Contest should virus bugs non-authonzed human intervention or othei causes beyond the 
!p!«nnahii» rnnt rn l nf ^ imnsnr inri!irhnn hut nnt mited to war strikes and/or acts of God corrupt or impau the administration, security fairness or proper play of this Contest and it the Contest is terminated oi suspended at its discretion award prizes in a ludging f rom amono all non-suspect entries received prior to event requiring such 
inodd?cationterminatior^or suspen s ion Wlnn.ri u ^ F o M h e S n n e r s ' n a X s u l ^ a ^ ^ T W a self-addressed stamped envelope to"be received bv 6/1/04 to MasterCard* Priceless Experience- 04 Winners PO Box 13106 Bridgeport CT 06&73-3106 © 2 0 & MasterCard international Incorporated All Rights Reserved 
Sponsor: MasterCard International Incorporated 2000 Purchase Street Purchase NY 10577 Promoter Protect Support Team Inc 100 Mill Plain Road Danbury CT 06811 
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g times, nsin 
Rice went more than 50 years wi 

why does it increase so 

The Rice Institute was founded as 
a "free ... institute for the advance-
ment of science and art" according to 
the original charter. But by the time 
the 1960s came around. Rice needed 
money. By not charging tuition, the 
school was not collecting funds from 
its students and was also ineligible 
for a great deal of grants and moneys 
from foundations. 

So in 1965, Rice University — its 
new name since 1960 — started 
charging tuition and also admitted 
black students at the same time. 
Tuition for incoming students that 
vear was $1,200. 

Since then tuition has increased 
1,695 percent. The world of tuition 
has also changed, with national aid, 
school aid, work study, multiple 
forms and complicated budge t s 
determining costs. 

History Professor John Boles 
(Will Rice '65) was at Rice when it 
was announced that tuition would 
be charged. 

"I don't remember [student per-
ception at the time] because they 
c h a n g e d t h e c h a r t e r so b lack 
students can come and it seemed 
morally more charged." Boles said. 
"There was much more discussion 
that Rice would admit people based 
on merit than based on race ... and 
it was a much bigger issue." 

The Tuition Proces s 
Setting tuition is a long process 

that culminates in a decision by the 
Board of Trustees at their annual 
December board meeting. 

The Budget Office begins the 
process by drawing up numbers 
and data to present to the Budget 
Committee, which is composed of 
the president, the provost, the vice 
president for finance and adminis-
tration, the vice president for in-
vestments, the controller, the as-
sistant to the president and the 
budget director. The commit tee 
reaches a decision, which the presi-
dent then presents to the board, 
which can accept or reject the 
recommendat ion. 

• P C 
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Rice consistently ranks among the 
best buys in the nation in 
publications such as Fiske's. 

"We plan the revenues first, so 
it's not like we figure out how much 
we want to spend and then hike up 
the revenue," Collins said. 

Budget Director Kathy Collins 
said this price, however, is not the 

CM 

en 

true cost of education per student, 
which is slightly above $40,000 per 
student, not the $20,000 charged. 

"What we're talking about is the 
sticker price for what Rice charges," 
Collins said. "The cost to the stu-
dents is totally different because of 
financial aid." 

President Malcolm Gillis said 
that while tuition has gone up over 
the years, financial aid has increased 
as well. 

"Financial aid has also gone up at 
least lat] the same rate. The debt of 
students has not grown," Gillis said. 
"We do two wonderful things for our 
students: they get out of here with a 
Rice degree and the least debt out of 
anyone at their peer institutions." 

A cap of $2,625 is set on the 
student loan portion of packages of 
demonstrated financial need, mean-
ing students graduate with no more 
than $10,500 in need-based student 
loans after four years at Rice. 

About 35 pe rcen t of tuit ion 
revenue is given back to students in 
scholarships. 

Near ly 70 p e r c e n t of the 
undergraduate student body, 1,887 
s tudents , receive some form of 
financial aid. The average award is 
currently $17,391. 

Changing costs 
George Webb (Wiess '88) said 

that one of the things that sets Rice 
apart is its affordability, although he 
notes that affordability is a very vague 
term. 

"It does seem to me thai stu-
dents over the last five years or so 
have more money than my class-
mates did when I was an under-
graduate," Webb said. "I am not 
sure whether this trend means that 
students are coming from higher-
income families oi just reflects a 
national trend that families spend 
more money on their kids than they 
used to. 

"And even if it's the former, that's 
not necessarily a result of rising 
tuition — it could simply be a by-
product of the fact that Rice admis-
sions are much more competitive 
than they were 10 or 20 years ago, 
and thus inevitably skew somewhat 
toward higher-income students, who 
tend to have higher GPAs and test 
scores as well." 

Gillis said that while more high-
income students are coming to Rice, 
the number of students coming from 
lower-income families has not de-
creased. 

"I think that one thing that you're 
seeing in the rising family income is 
that we readily admit, as Stanford 
and Harvard does, legacies at twice 
the rate of non-legacies, and I think 
that's part of what you're seeing 
here," Gillis said. 

Tuition, however, has been in-
creasing rapidly, from $6,900 in 1991 
to $20,350 for next year's incoming 
students. 

"We set a tradition by always try-
ing to be accessible to lower- and 
middle-income families. We're more 
accessible than these other places," 
Gillis said. "What we have tried to do 
is to keep our tuition at least 
40-45 percent beneath that of our 
p e e r inst i tu-

tuition. 

tions, and we have absolutely done 
that." 

Tuition prices continue to rise as 
the university has higher expenses 
and receives lower returns on the 
endowment. 

"The endowment furnishes half 
of our income, and when the endow-
ment goes down, and it has in the 
last five years through no fault of our 
own. Something has to give and tu-
ition has given just a little bit, but not 
at nearly enough to even begin to 
take account, to compensate, for the 
endowment," Gillis said. 

Tuition indexing—tying increases 
in tuition to the rate of the Consumer 
Price Index — for returning students, 
was an action the Board of Trustees 
took in 1994. 

'We do two wonderful 

things for our students, 

they get out of here with 

a Rice degree and the 

least debt out of anyone 

at their peer 

institutions 
— Malcolm Gillis 

Pres ident 

Tuition was still set on an annual 
basis, however once a student en-
rolled at Rice, their tuition would not 
increase at a rate greater than the 
rate of inflation. Administration offi-
cials believed that this tuition pric-
ing plan would positively affect stu-
dents' decisions to attend Rice. 

The board announced in Febru-
ary 2003 their decision to end tuition 
indexing after acknowledging that 
not only had no other institutions 
followed Rice's example, and also 
determining that tuition indexing did 
not influence prospective students 
to choose Rice. 

Returning to the past 
It's easy to say that tuition will 

just keep going up, but some won-
der if Rice would ever return to be-
ing free. 

Gillis said he does not foresee 
Rice returning to its tuition-free 
days, not only because of the gross 
money the university would no 
longer receive. 

"Why would we want to say to 
the people whose family incomes 
are $200,000 that you can come to 
Rice for nothing?" Gillis said. 

Gillis said although parents and 
students would love the plan, it would 
impose large ha rdsh ip s on the 
school. Rice would find it difficult to 
get grants from foundations without 
char[<iiig students tuition even after 
raising the money no longer gained 
by charging tuition. 

"We would really have to lose 
our heads to do that. Year 
a f t e r yea r 
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Rice: Comparing Tuition and Fees 
Rice typically prides itself on being affordable to all students, but 

in recent years it has become an especially good bargain for families 
with higher incomes. While a full 70 percent of the Rice student body 
receives financial aid in some form, the cost of going to Rice is 
extremely affordable compared to our peer institutions and to the Ivy 
League schools for the 30 percent that does not receive aid. 

Rice 
Rice's tuition/fees for 2003-'04 av-

eraged $17,500. The average family 
income of a Rice student is $ 113,000, 
meaning Rice tuition costs 14.4 per-
cent of their income. 

14.4% 

Average 
Parental Ipcome 
$113,100 

Average 
Parental Income 
$115,100 

Averajpfe , 
Parental Income 
$118,400^ 

Peer Institutions 
For Rice's 11 peer institutions (as 

determined by the Consortium for 
Financing Higher Education), the 
average tuition/fees for 2003-'04 was 
$27,600. With an average parental 
income of $115,100, tuition costs 
24.2 percent of their yearly income. 

The Ivies 
The average tuit ion/fees at an 

Ivy l e ague school for 2003-'04 was 
$27,500. With an average parental 
income of$l 18,400, tuition costs23.2 
percent of their income. 

we're either first, second or third in 
best value," Gillis said. "What more 
can you ask?" 

Although many would like to see 
Rice return to not charging tuition, it 
appears as if it will remain merely a 
best buy. 

"Rice being free was how I got to 
go to college," Boles said. "But those 
students also now get scholarships. 
But no one prefers to pay higher 
tuition, but if you want first-rate fac-
ulty, you got to pay for it." 

— Story and Layout by 
Jeff Bishop anil 
Rachel Rustin 
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THE 

THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 26, 2004. 

CJ 

p i c k s 
t o n i g h t a n d 

t o m o r r o w 

STUFF 

Chances are, you've 

probably babysat a kid or 

two. If you are 

reminiscent of babysitting 

jobs gone by, or really 

miss cheesy '80s movies, 

catch Elisabeth Shue in 

Adventu res in Babysitting. 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

midnight. Landmark River 

Oaks. 2009 West Gray 

Street. Call (713) 866-

8 8 8 1 for more 

information. 

t o n i g h t a n d 
t o m o r r o w 

THOSE 
DANCING FEET 

See the new work of 

Claude Wampler, an artist 

who melds the worlds of 

performance and visual 

arts. Here's your chance 

to see the dance 

performance of his new 

exhibit Stable (Stupidity 

Project Part 10). 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

8 p.m. Free Admission. 

DiverseWorks Theater, 

1117 E. Freeway, 1-10 at 

North Main. Call (713) 

223-8346 for more 

information. 

t o n i g h t a n d 
t o m o r r o w 

ALL THE 
PRESIDENTS 

MEN 

Infernal Bridegroom's 

production of Richard 

Forman's play A Symphony 

of Rats promises to appeal 

to the cynic. It showcases 

an inept president who 

takes his commands 

from aliens. 

Tonight and Tomorrow 

8 p.m. $5.99. The Axiom. 

2524 McKinney. Call (713) 

522-8443 for t ickets. 

THE BAI) AND THE BEAUTIFUL 

'Scare' a delicious look at scandalous Hollywood 
Jonathan Schumann 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With its sex, sin and self-impor-
tance, Hollywood, has long been one 
of theater's more popular and reliable 
settings. In the Rice Players' produc-
tion of Charles Busch's hilarious sat-
ire Red Scare on Sunset, t h e city is 
practically a character all its own. It is 
a setting that breeds hunger for the 
power, greed and confliction that 
motivate the characters' actions, and 
one which produces an evening of 
witty banter and undeniable fun. 

% 'red scare on 
sunset ' 

Hamman Hall 
Rating: * * * * 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 
8 p.m. $5 students, $8 faculty/ 

staff/alumni. $10 general 
admission. 

Red Scare is primarily the story 
of Mary Dale (Baker College sopho-
more Elyse Freeman), a successful 
movie star who, in accordance with 
the 1950s sentiment that all woman 
should be homemakers, seems to 
bethe perfect wife and housekeeper. 
The Donna Reeds and Loretta 
Youngs of yesteryear are the clear 
inspiration for this character. But, 
like much of the perceived perfec-
tion of the 1950s, Mary's happy home 

j life is a facade. Her husband Frank 
Taggert (D>vett College senior Ja-

| son Pallas), an alcoholic, is a strug-
gling actor who stumbles home 
drunk on a nightly basis. He is also 
highly susceptible to the curves and 
charm of the vampy Marta Towers 
(Sid Richardson College sophomore 
Elizabeth Mims), who with a bouncy 
black bob and severe black 
wardrobe looks like Rocky and 

WORKING GIRLS 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Clockwise from left: Mary Dale (Baker sophomore Elyse Freeman), Pat Pilford (Martel senior Maeve Quigley), Frank 
Taggert (Lovett senior Jason Pallas) and Marta Towers (Sid sophomore Elizabeth Mims) gasp as they discover the 
murdered Drake (Will Rice sophomore Jacob Dickerman). 

Hullwinkle's Natasha. Throw in the 
quick-talking radio personality Pat 
Pilford (Martel College senior 
Maeve Quigley), thirsty to expose 
anyone with slight liberal leanings 
as a Communist, and one has an 
excellent ensemble. 

Quigley in particular gets a hand-
ful of laughs, most notably in a comic 
moment in the second act, when she 
is forced to read Communist propa-
ganda on her radio program. Here, 
Quigley shows she possesses flaw-
less comic timing. Mims is also mem-
orable as Marta, the vamp who 
seduces Frank into a world of 
method acting. 

What separates Red Scare from 

becoming a run-of-the-mill period 
comedy, one that offers a couple fun 
gags but nothing more, is its 
winning script. Busch constructs a 
potent satire that mocks actors who 
take themselves too seriously. 

In attempting to uncover commu-
nists in the Hollywood community, 
the characters learn that a method 
acting group, inspired by the 
Stanislavski system, is just a front for 
a Communist underground. These 
Reds hope to destroy Hollywood van-
ity by teaching an acting method that 
concentrates on reality. Their discov-
ery leads to intrigue and murder. This 
is an intriguing, intelligent premise 
that garners laughs by itself, but 

achieves its great success largely be-
cause of the winning work by the 
organization's thugs, most notably 
I>ovett Freshman Dan Pagnano as 
Barker the ring leader. 

With superior scene and lighting 
design by Architecture Graduate 
student Dustin Eshenroder and Will 
Rice College senior Ian Garrett, re-
spectively, director Mark Ramont's 
production has a definitive aesthetic 
style. Mary and Frank's Santa 
Monica home is the perfect example. 
The furniture is minimalist, and in 
the background there is only a cool, 
blue drop and a large, black-and-
white photo with a beach view. It 

See COMMIF.S, Page 12 

Don't forget to patronize this cheerful 'Whorehouse' 
Adriana E. Ramirez 
THRESHER STAFF 

The heart of country music is 
soulful storytelling. Sweet ballads 
portray the humanity of losing in life 
and love. Country music is at the 
heart of Sid Richardson College's 
production of The Best Little Whore-
house in Texas, with strong singing 
and charisma highlighting a charm-
ing production. There are snags in 
the acting and the costuming — and 
perhaps the singing wasn't per-
fect — but the show wears its heart 
on its sleeve: one simply cannot help 
but bask in the joy that the produc-
tion exudes. 

& 'best little 
whorehouse in 

texas' 

Sid Richardson College 
Rating: + + + 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Tonight, tomorrow and next Wed., 
Thur., Fri. at 

8 p.m. $4 students, $5 general. 

Western stereotypes come to-
gether in Gilbert, Tex., a small town 
between Austin and Houston and 
the home of Miss Mona Stangey's 
Brothel. The hooker with the heart 
of gold, Miss Mona (played with 

matriarchal grace 
by Sid junior 
Kristin Jefferson) 
runs a profitable 
house of ill repute 
that coexists qui-
etly with the people 
of Gilbert. Men 
come and go, and 
some girls travel 
from miles around 
to be a part of Miss 
Mona's staff, which 
excels at servicing 

its "guests."Trouble ensues when a 
television expose led by Melvin P. 
Thorpe , aka "The Watchdog" 
(Bioengineering Graduate Student 
Kurt Kasper), and his darling 
Doggettes, highlights the "loveless 
copulation" that goes on in the 
mighty fine state of Texas, seem-
ingly under the nose of Sheriff Ed 
Earl Dodd (I^ovett College senior 
Andrew Engroff). 

As a whole, the 
production is a 
HOOT and a holler. 

Thorpe infuses melodrama and 
the need for a Christian crusade in 
the Cold War, producing a mighty 
storm that clashes with the town's 
sensibil i t ies. The sheriff and 
townsfolk have been aware of 
Mona's business for years, and hav-
ing their secret pleasure broadcast 
across the state causes petitions to 
fly, protestors to flock and political 
mayhem to erupt. 

Meanwhile, on the inside of the 
bordello, two girls have arrived: Shy 
(Sid senior Katie Caldwell) and An-
gel (Sid sophomore Sara Redmond-
Neal). Both are looking to start new 
lives, and as Miss Mona gives them 
both a chance, two transformations 
occur right before Thanksgiving 
weekend, when the victors in the 
football game between Texas A&M 
and the University of Texas get to 
enjoy the spoils at Miss Mona's. 

While Mona does have a love in-
terest, I would venture to say that the 
story is more about the moments 
that define these women's lives. 
Mona's foil Doatsey Mae (Sid senior 
Morgan Gossom) shares Mona's 
passion, and both women win the 
hearts of the audience with their 

1 

JOANNA MURPHY/THRESHER 

Melvin P. Thorpe (Bioengineering Graduate Student Kurt Kasper) works the 
crowd and incites a moral panic. 

nior Kia Johnson's Jewel. Johnson's 
stage presence is captivating, and 
her solo on "Twenty-Four Hours of 
Ix)vin'" is one of the best scenes in the 
show. Baker College senior Ryann 
Ferguson serves as the bandleader, 
and her energy sets a high bar for the 
rest of the cast to follow. 

See HOl'SE, Page 12 

heartfelt tales of opportunities passed. 
Mona's eyes lay fixed upon the sher-
iff; Doatsey's on the times she could 
not bring herself to truly live. 

In the lead roles. Jefferson and 
Kasper deliver solid performances. 
Two of the supporting characters 
definitely worth watching are 
Gossom's Doatsey Mae and Sid se-
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ALBUM ART RELOADED 

Downloading threatens 
to make albums artifacts 
You might be one of them: a 
student with an MP3 collection 
the Recording Industry Associa-
tion of America would throw a 
hissy fit over. Uploads 
and downloads are con-
stantly going, you add 
to your collection (and 
give to othercollections) 
at the rate of hundreds 
of stolen songs weekly, 
maybe even daily. 

The ethics of it are 
as hard to navigate as 
the benefits of paying 
for whole albums in the 
store as opposed to 
downloading the album. 
So, as CDs go down by 
the wayside in a flood of kilobytes, 
along with it goes the album for-
mat itself and the inserts designed 
to adorn it. 

The loss might seem inconse-
quential. Sometimes, CD art is 
overrated, like a Christmas tree 
d e c o r a t i o n . Did t h e b lu r ry 
grayscale image of U2 gracing 
the cover of All That You Can't 
Leave Behind add much to the 
album, o ther than a gratuitous air 
of artistic merit? 

Stil l, the CD art and accompa-
nying liner notes are an integral 
part of the l istening experience. 
Back when I used to buy more 
albums, I 'd sit on the floor of my 
room, pop the CD in my boom 
box and read every line in the 
liner notes — the lyrics, the cred-
its and even the thank you box. 
The information in these notes is 
key to understanding any good 
album, but someth ing I rarely 
enjoy anymore — most of my 
music, l ike yours, resides on my 
computer. 

Album art offers a lot more 
than just information about the 
CD — it 's a part of the experience. 
The art can even sell CDs like 
nothing else. Brilliant CD-market-
ing idea #527: Put a naked woman 
on your CD cover and incite Wal-
Mart to ban sales of your CD in its 
stores. Then watch the album 
climb Billboard charts. 

But it seems like i t 's almost 
valueless now. Today, CD art con-
sists at best of a square inch in 
the upper left hand corner of your 
iTunes player. Technology trans-
formed album art from 1 1 inch LP 
covers, to accordion-like books in 
cassettes, to novels in CD cases. 
Today, the art consists of illegible 
graphics. 

So, instead of appreciating the 
art the band approved and read-
ing their liner notes, I l isten to 
music while exploring Internet da-
tabases, band Web sites and 
online reviews. 

I frequently visit to All Music 
G u i d e ' s v a s t gu ide ( h t t p : / / 
www.allmusic.com) and the more 
ind ie - focused P i t ch fo rkMed ia 

Catherine 
Adcock 

(http://www.pitchforkmedia.com). 
These two sources tel l me much 
more about a group than any CD 

insert ever could. In-
stead of an enjoyable 
visual addition to an 
aural experience, I 'm 
readingabouta band's 
past albums, label his-
tory and side projects. 
As far as information 
goes, i t 's superior: but 
consider ing art , i t ' s 
much worse. I'd much 
rather have both. 

Of course, it could 

be a lost battle. Just 
as the future of music 

is headed into the digital down-
loading world, so is the CD book-
let. Band Web sites and online 
guides are already critical to mu-
sic consumption, offering over-the-
top interactivity. 

The Smashing Pumpkins pub-
lished all of the liner notes for the 
internet-only release Machina II 
on their Web site. Artists like 
Jason Mraz post their own ganja-
laden personal diary including such 
details as intimate as how long 
it 's been since he last washed his 
jeans — 1 0 days when he was in 
Texas. 

The album format is dying. If 
the CD is going to survive, the 
packaging — and the disk it-
self — are going to have to be 
made more interesting. 

Still, the CD art 
and ... liner 
notes are an 
INTEGRAL part of 
the listening 
experience. 

The economics of it over-
whelm the value: As much as we 
love reading the liner notes of 
the music we l isten to, i t 's rarely 
enough to make taking a $20 
chunk out of a college s tudent 's 
budget worthwhile. 

Outside of making CDs more 
valuable, major labels could eas-
ily afford to lower the price of the 
albums they sel l . A price tag of 
$18 .99 for the new Chingy al-
bum is never just i f iab le, even for 
MOB members. 

If the future of music is al-
ready dec ided, wi th por table 
mediums like CDs and its ac-
companying art already on their 
deathbeds, I ' l l survive, but I'l l 
definitely attend the funeral. 

And who knows, maybe I'll 
shed a tear. 

Catherine Adcock is a Martel College 
senior and Features Editor. 

'Red' sparkles with wit 
COMMIES, from Page 11 
accurately captures the period, but 
also establishes a cinematic feel. 
This cinematic aesthetic is most evi-
dent dur ing one moment when 
Frank is waiting on a pier to meet 
Marta and the audience only sees 
his black silhouette lighting a ciga-
rette against the blue background. 
A smoke machine kicks in and the 
sultry Marta walks on stage. It is a 
great, stylish moment. 

The play's only fault is its ill-cho-
sen music cues. Ramont has chosen 
to link scenes and accentuate dra-
matic moments with snippits from 
Elmer Bernstein's Far From Heaven 
soundtrack. This film is only a few 
years old, certainly fresh in any seri-

ous filmgoer's mind. When the music 
plays to signal Mary's first entrance, I 
could not help but think of Julianne 
Moore, whose hair in the film strik-
ingly resembles Mary's, boarding her 
powder-blue station wagon. It would 
have been wise to choose music actu-
ally from the period, perhaps even 
from the Douglas Sirk melodramas, 
the very films that served as a tem-
plate for Far From Heaven. 

Nevertheless, this minor issue 
does not terribly flaw the style over-
all, and certainly cannot take away 
from the actors' great work. Red 
Scare has the priceless combination 
of a great script and fantastic, richly 
conceived characters, which allows 
the actors to triumph and entertain. 
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THEY WORK HARD FOR THE MONEY 

Musicians rock but still keep day-jobs 
John Koch 
THRESHER STAFF 

Being an artist is a privilege, not 
a right. New Jersey's quartet The 
Wrens, now in their late-30s and 
early-40s, have dedica ted thei r 
working lives toward becoming 
rock stars with little commercial 
success, and have inflicted signifi-
cant financial and interpersonal tur-
moil upon themselves doing so. 
They now work office jobs, worked 
in fast food "way past college" and 
still live together in the low class 
housing of New Jersey. 

' the 
m e a d o w l a n d s ' 

The Wrens 
Rating: * * * * (out of five) 

This background alone would 
give me no reason to patronize their 
music—in fact, betting one's career 
and future on superstardom seems 
indulgent at best, and an immature 
attempt to recreate a season (or just 
an episode) of The Real World for 
life at worst. 

But here 's the catch. The Wrens 
write life-affirming songs and have 
made an album full of them, a sur-
prising fact considering the artists' 
bio. If there is anything ridiculous 
about The Wrens , it isn't their 
music—it 's the fact that their would-
be record label, Grass Records, 
dropped the group after an artistic 
dispute and went on to sign Creed. 
This decision colors the roaring "Ev-
eryone Choose Sides," where lead 
singer Charles Mexico defiantly as-
serts, "I've walked away from more 
than you can imagine / and I still 
sleep fine." Over a sludgy distorted 
electric guitar, a piano that sounds 
like it was dragged out from a show-
down in a Western saloon and a 
piercing guitar finale, it becomes 
clear that The Wrens have tri-
umphed out of all the muck. 

Mexico and the rest of the band 
can't seem to sleep fine when it 
comes to the opposite sex, how-
ever. "Ex-Girl Collection" is a clear-
inghouse for the band members ' 
recent failed relationships, calling 

the w r e j a l i 

• - r 

out names of past loves which eas-
ily fade into the twinkling melody. 
"She Sends Kisses" and "13 Months 
in Six Minutes" are slow-paced 
acoustic cuts, giving ample time to 
showcase The Wrens ' collective 
writing ability. "But I had become 
corrupt," are Mexico's final words 
from "Kisses," describing the ir-
reparable fallout with his last inter-
est, "I wrote her back 'Good luck."' 

The Wrens write 
LIFE-AFFIRMING 

songs and have 
made an album 
full of them. 

The sparse chords in "Happy" 
are the aural equivalent of plucking 
petals off of a dandelion, building in 
intensity to a frantic unraveling and 
miraculously revealing a rosebud 
at the center when the instrumen-
tal closes the song. No matter how 
I try to equally appreciate the songs 
on this album, the placement of a 
song as pure as "Happy" at track 

COURTESY ABSOLUTELY KOSHER 

two sets a near impossible stan-
dard — in an album full of sadness, 
d isappointment and redempt ion 
through music, "Happy" sounds as 
if Mexico wept this song out from 
both his eyes and mind, birthing 
some th ing simple, immedia te ly 
emotional and compositionally bril-
liant. It exists almost effortlessly 
and needs no justification. 

Yet The Wrens remind us "every 
win on this record's hard won," on 
the laid-back, Pavement -s ty led 
rocker, "This Boy Is Exhausted." It 
is a sad state for songwriting when 
the term "trustworthy" is one of the 
genre 's highest praises, but The 
Wrens achieve an earnest rapport 
between themselves and their audi-
ence with The Meadowlands. Even if 
75 percent of the album is dedicated 
to troubles with girls, 20 percent to 
troubles with work, and the other 
five percent possibly attributable to 
pure whining, it's worth the time 
listening to The Wrens' catchy, hon-
estly-written and ultimately affect-
ing soapbox. 

Find 'Hie Meadowlands, learn more 
about The Wrens and download the 
MP3 "Everyone Choose Sides" at 
http://www. absolutelykosher. com. 

Strong vocals support 'Texas' 
HOUSE, from Page 11 

Key performances from Sid jun-
ior Steven Bender as the governor, 
Sid senior Jett Jones as Senator 
Wingwoah and the Aggie Men pro-
vide a strong male balance to the 
female leads and are downright hi-
larious. Engroff fits his role well, but 
lacks the polish of Jefferson and 
Kasper. 

The music, under the direction 
of Sid junior Alice Gaber, is suc-
cinctly stylized to fit the show, and 
the vocal direction of Gossom adds 
a country edge to the talent at hand. 
The singing and music were won-

derful, and done with much gusto, 
so much that the occasional fiat note 
glides by. 'Hie chorus excels at its 
job with a perfectly selected pit be-
hind the talented singers on the 
stage. Although volume was an is-
sue, and some of the lyrics were lost, 
overall the job gets done. 

The direction by Sid senior Emily 
Gray is strikingly uneven, with fun 
choreography countered by acting 
faux pas. However, perhaps the most 
noticeable flaw in the production is 
the anachronistic costume design 
by Ix)vett senior I^eesie Pool, with 
primarily '70s fashions juxtaposed 

with vinyl miniskirts and early '90s 
heels. The men's costumes are de-
lightfully reminiscent of the Carter 
era, but the jarring modernity of the 
lingerie employed by the women is 
hard to miss. 

As a whole, the production is a 
hoot and a holler. It's very difficult 
not to share the cast's exuberance. 
Part Western, part country and mostly 
Texan The Best Little Whorehouse in 
Texas has all the pride of its name-
sake and the moxie of its women. I 
challenge the audience to leave the 
show without a smile on their faces 
and a country song on their lips. 

You think you're so funny. 
Work for us. 

thresher@rice. edu 

http://www.allmusic.com
http://www.pitchforkmedia.com
http://www
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Men's tennis knocks off No. 11 Cal, No. 3 Stanford 
by Zach Epstein 

T H R E S H E R STAFF 

The men's tennis team headed 
west last weekend unassumingly 
enough but returned to Houston 
Sunday having shocked the collegiate 
tennis world. Rice upset two of the 
nation's top 11 teams, but the victo-
ries came as no surprise to the Owls. 

'If we win both of these 
matches this weekend, 
we will be a top-10 team 
in the country. We know 
we are a good team, and 
our goal is nothing 
short of an NCAA title.' 

— Richard Barker 
Senior men's tennis player 

Rice r e m a i n s r anked 23rd 
nationally since the rankings are bi-
weekly, and the next rankings do not 
come out until Feb. 24, but the Owls 
expect to move up after winning their 
road matches against llth-ranked 
University of California-Berkeley 
Friday and third-ranked Stanford 
University Saturday. With those 
victories. Rice established itself as a 
legitimate threat to any school in the 
nation and as a serious contender for 
the national championship. 

"This win h a s kind of sen t 
s h o c k w a v e s t h r o u g h co l l ege 
tennis," senior Richard Barker said. 
"A lot of people were surprised, but 
to be honest, we are actually not that 
surprised. After the matches we were 
extremely happy and exuberant, but 
we knew that we were good enough 
to beat those teams." 

Rice will try to maintain its 
momentum toward a top-10 national 
ranking with a win in its 1 p.m. match 
today against 36th-ranked Florida 
Sta te Un ive r s i ty at J a k e H e s s 
Tennis Stadium and a 6 p.m. match 
tonight in The Woodlands against 
71st-ranked Louisiana-I^afayette. 

On Friday, inclement weather in 
Berkeley delayed the start of the 
match by six hours, forcing the two 
teams to travel 50 miles to indoor 
courts. Once play began, the Owls 
jumped out to a 3-0 lead with 
s t r a igh t - se t v ic to r ies f rom t h e 
Nos. 2, 3 and 4 singles positions. 
Senior William Barker, ranked 22nd 
nationally, picked up the first point 
6-3, 6-3. His early win was quickly 
followed by two more from 67th-
ranked Richard Barker, 6-2,6-2, and 
sophomore Tony Haerle, 6-3, 7-5. 

California picked up two points at 
Nos. 5 and 6, threatening to send the 
match to a decisive doubles point, but 
15th-ranked Rob Searle pulled out a 
6 4 third-set win in the No. 1 singles 
position to secure the 4-2 upset. 

After the spectacular win against 
the ll th-ranked Golden Bears, Rice 
traveled north to Palo Alto, Calif, to 
face third-ranked Stanford on its 
home courts, where the Cardinal had 
an intimidating 16-1 record last year. 

"[Stanford] has won 17 out of the 

. 

COURTESY MEN'S TENNIS 

The men's tennis team celebrates its 4-3 upset of third-ranked Stanford Saturday in Palo Alto, Calif. Left to right: 
Jason Mok, Rob Searle, assistant coach Shaheen Ladhani, William Barker, Ben Harknett, Take Morita, Richard 
Barker, Tony Haerle and Vuk Rajevac. The Owls host Florida State today at 1 p.m. at Jake Hess Tennis Stadium. 

last 30 NCAA championships, and 
11 indoor titles, so they are the 
premiere team in the history of men's 
collegiate tennis," head coach Ron 
Smarr said. 

Still, Rice faced the Cardinal with 
poise and confidence, managing to 
pull out the greatest team victory in 
Smarr's seven-year tenure. 

Play began with the doubles 
matches, and third-ranked William 
and Richard Barker destroyed the 

lOth-ranked Stanford pair in a super 
display of doubles tennis, winning 8-1. 

"If we play well, we will beat any 
doubles team in the country, and 
that day we just clicked and they had 
no chance," William Barker said. 
"They didn't even hold serve — the 
only game they won was on a game 
where they broke us." 

Rice s e c u r e d t h e d o u b l e s 
point when Searle and freshman 
Ben Harknett — another English 

pair — won 8-5 at No. 3 doubles. 
Stanford evened the score with a 

win at No. 6 s ingles , but Rice 
answered with straight-set victories 
from Richard Barker and Haerle. 

Stanford picked up its second 
point with a win at the No. 2 position, 
leaving Searle and Harknett in the 
third set of their respective matches, 
with a win from either clinching the 
dual-match victory. 

See TENNIS, Page 18 

Baseball tourney opens today 
by Jonathan Yardley 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

After opening the regular season with a three-
game tournament at Minute Maid Park last 
weekend, the baseball team will host the 
Coca-Cola Classic this weekend at Reckling Park. 

Rice will host three consecutive tripleheaders 
today, tomorrow and Sunday. And just as at 
Minute Maid Park, the competition is first-
rate. The Owls, ranked first nationally by 
Baseball America, and 16th-ranked Arizona State 
University are the two biggest names, but 
Wake Forest University and California State 
University-Northridge are also storied baseball 
programs. I^amar University, a nemesis of sorts 
for Rice, and the University of Memphis round 
out the field. 

Rice has built a great tradition hosting early-
season tournaments, and the Owls will also host 
the Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational Feb. 27-29. 
Rice has won 11 consecutive games in regular-
season home tournaments since 2001 and has a 
25-2 record in such tournaments since 1999. 
These tournaments wins have included such 
big-name scalps as then-No. 1 Georgia Tech in 
2001, Nebraska four times, Wake Forest twice, 
Central Florida and Mississippi. 

Rice is 129-28 all-time at Reckling Park, 
now in its fifth season since opening in 2000, 
and senior centerfielder Chris Kolkhorst said 
home tournaments are a big part of develop-
ing the stadium's tradition. 

COCA-COLA CLASSIC 
Today 
11 a.m. 
2 :30 p.m. 
6 p.m. 
Tomorrow 
1 1 a.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
6 p.m. 
Sunday 
11 a.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
6 p.m. 

CS-Northridge vs. Memphis 
Arizona State vs. Lamar 
Wake Forest at Rice 

Lamar vs. Wake Forest 
CS-Northridge at Rice 
Arizona State vs. Memphis 

Wake Forest vs. CS-Northridge 
Arizona State at Rice 
Lamar vs. Memphis 

"If you look at years past, our home 
record is great," Kolkhorst said. "We just 
seem to play our best baseball at Reckling 
Park. We have our fans behind us, the fan 
support is great, and at tendance should be 
great this weekend." 

The Owls open tonight at 6 p.m. against 
Wake Forest. Hie Demon Deacons have lost 
many of the players that led them to recent 
glories like the 2001 ACC Championship but 
will still provide tough opposition as they open 
their season. Junior lefthander Tim Morley, a 
veteran of two Division I seasons and two 
summers in the highly competitive Cape Cod 
Baseball league, will start against Rice tonight. 

In tomorrow's game, Rice faces Cal State-
Northridge at 2:30 p.m. The Matadors (4-6) 
have lost four in a row after opening the 
season with a 4-2 mark, which included two 
wins against Hawaii. Cal State-Northridge 
expects to start senior left-hander Eddy 
Camacho against the Owls. The Matadors 
won the Big West Conference championship 
in 2002 but have since fallen on hard times and 
over the summer hired former major-leaguer 
Ed Sprague as their new head coach. 

In the much-anticipated weekend finale, 
the Owls face 2003 super-regional qualifier 
Arizona State (6-1). The Sun Devils were just 
one game away from Omaha last season and 
return with much of their feared starting lineup 
intact. Junior first baseman Jeff I>arish, a first-
team all-America selection, and star junior 
shortstop Dustin Pedroia, a third-team all-
America selection who hit .404 last year, high-
light the list of stars. 

Junior right-hander Josh Baker said Rice's 
status as one of the nation's top-ranked teams 
will motivate its opponents this weekend. 

"With aluminum sticks coming into out-
place, and having kind of a target on our backs, 
we expect good games out of all three of them." 
Baker said. "Arizona State obviously is a big-
time school, and the same with Wake Forest. 
All the guys from California can play well, so we 
just hope that we're playing better." 

Kolkhorst said after Tuesday's 8-4 win over 
Houston that the Owls can improve in several 
areas this weekend. 

Sec RASE BAI.l., Page 18 

Women's hoops settles score 
by Amber Obermeyer 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

The women's basketball team is aiming 
for a school-record winning streak this 
weekend on the road against a pair of 
conference foes. 

'Every time I looked at the 
calendar, I said to myself 
uAll I want for Valentine's 
Day is to beat Tulsa/'' 

— Michelle Woods 
Junior forward 

With a hard-fought 64-61 victory against 
the University of Tulsa last weekend, the 
I.ady Owls extended their winning streak 
to eight games, their longest such streak 
agains t four-year col leges . A pair of 
victories this weekend would allow Rice to 
s u r p a s s the schoo l - record s t r eak of 
nine games set in 1981-'82 against a mix of 
four-year colleges and junior colleges. 

Though the Universi ty of Nevada 
and Fresno State University occupy the 
bottom two places in the Western Athletic 
Conference standings, the Lady Owls' 
penultimate regular-season road trip is 
nonetheless an important one. 

Rice (14-7,11-1WAC) remains in a virtual 
deadlock with sixth-ranked Louisiana Tech 
University (19-2,12-1) atop the WAC. Given 
the I^ady Techsters' 47-2 conference record 
since joining the WAC in 2001, the lady Owls 
know they must win against Nevada and 
Fresno State this week to keep pace. 

"We're just trying to stick with looking at 
one game at a time," redshirt freshman 
forward I^auren Neaves said. "Even though 
they're not the best teams, they can surprise 
you. It's important to get these two wins on 
the road to stay tied with Louisiana Tech." 

After last night's game at Nevada, the 
Lady Owls head to F r e s n o State for 
tomorrow's 4 p.m. contest . When the 
two teams met at Autry Court Jan. 22, Rice 
shot better than 50 percent from the field, 
while holding the Bulldogs to just 31 per-
cent in the process. Even with a 38-point 
victory under their belts, the I^dy Owls are 
careful not to take the Bulldogs too lightly. 

"We've got to s t ress how important it 
See BASKETBALL,, Page 16 

W E E K L Y S P O R T S S C H E D U L E 

Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Friday 2 / 2 0 1 p.m. Men's Tennis vs. Florida State (Jake Hess) 

You weren't going to go to your one o'clock anyway. 

6 p.m. Baseball vs. Wake Forest (Reckling Park) 

Saturday 2 / 2 1 12:00 p.m. Men's BBall vs. ULaLa (Autry Court) 
1:30 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. UTSA (Jake Hess) 
2:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Cal. St.-Northridge (Reckling Park) 

Sunday 2 / 2 2 11a .m. Women's Tennis vs. Alabama (Jake Hess) 
2:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Arizona State (Reckling Park) 

Monday 2 / 2 3 7 p.m. Men's BBall vs. Fresno State (Autry Court) 
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by Adam Tabakin 
T H R E S H E R E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

After a pair of home wins that shot 
the men's basketball team from fourth 
place in the Western Athletic Confer-
ence to a three-way tie for first, the 
Owls look to continue their winning 
ways in two more crucial games at 
Autry Court tomorrow and Monday. 

Rice (17-7,9-4 WAC) took out the 
University of Nevada 87-75 Wednes-
day night in an up-tempo game domi-
nated by the Owls. Rice scored the 
game's first basket and never gave 
up the lead. The win followed last 
Saturday's 111-103 double-overtime 
triumph overthe University ofTulsa. 

The wins improved the Owls' home 
record to 10-2 on the season and 7-0 in 
conference. Rice will try to maintain 
its momentum tomorrow in a noon 
tipoff against the University of Louisi-
ana-Lafayette and Monday night 
against Fresno State University. 

"Dorothy said it best: There 's no 
place like home," head coach Willis 
Wilson (Will Rice '82) said. 

Rice was led by junior forward 
Michael Harris and junior guard Ja-
son McKrieth with 18 points each, 
and junior guard Brock Gillespie 
added 16. 

Senior point guard Rashid Smith, 
however, was the unexpected shoot-

ing star, as he eclipsed his previous 
career-high of 11 points by scoring 16. 

Smith, who scored from the pe-
rimeter, free-throw line and in the 
paint, credited good scouting for his 
career-high point total. 

"We went over the scouting re-
port, and the last time we played 
those guys, they doubled down off 
me in the post," Smith said. "I just 
had it in my mind to be ready to 
shoot the ball and knock it down 
whenever the ball comes, and those 
guys did a great job of finding me, so 
it's something we worked on." 

T h e win a v e n g e d N e v a d a ' s 
101-76 rout of Rice Jan. 24 in Reno, 
Nev. Harris, said that while the Owls 
did not dwell on last month's defeat, 
they were able to learn from the 
previous mee t ing and the Wolf 
Pack's physical style of play. 

"The trick is not really too much 
good can come out of losses, but you 
can learn from your mistakes," Harris 
said. "We've been doing a great job of 
being physical in practice, and we 
knew it was going to be an aggressive 
game when we cume in. We knew 
from the beginning that they were a 
great rebounding team too, so our 
goal was to make sure we rebounded 
the ball well and passed the ball well." 

Not even Wednesday night's con-
test could match the excitement of 

, move into first-place tie 

R H I i H T I T i T i r n 

Cheap Fares? Budged Hotels? 

Advisors Who Get It? 
This a in ' t y o u r p a r e n t s ' t r a v e l agency. . . i t ' s yours . 

London. . . . . $27 i 

Pa r i s $27< 

A m s t e r d a m $35 ' 

B r u s s e l s $33 ! 

Vego/ Prom $420 
» 3 nights a t Luxor Hotel 

Fare is round tr ip f rom Houston and prices are per person. 
Subiect to change and availability Vegas package based on 
double occupancy. Paris package based on quad occupancy 
Tax not included. Restrictions and blackouts apply. Fares an 
valid for students and youth under 26. 

BOOK IT BEFORE 
THE THRILL IS GONE. 

Saturday's thriller against Tulsa, just 
the fifth double-overtime game in the 
history of men's basketball. l ike Ne-
vada Tulsa had also defeated the Owls 
earlier in the season, 74-68 on Jan. 17. 

Freshman forward Morris Almond 
scored all his career-high 15 points in 
the second half, while playing a ca-
reer-high 27 minutes. 

"We went into the locker room 
and regrouped — got our heads on 
straight," Almond said. "The game is 
won or lost in the second half, and we 
just came out with more intensity and 
did what we needed to win the game." 

Senior center Yamar Diene made 
a layup with one second left to tie the 
game at 88 and send it into overtime. 
McKrieth scored seven of Rice's 
10 points in the first overtime and four 
more in the second. His monster game 
included a career-high 36 points, 
eight rebounds, six assists and three 
steals despite battling leg cramps. 

"We just want to come out and 
prove to ourselves that we belong 
with everyone," McKrieth said. 
"Yeah [I was tired], but that wasn't 
really an option. I just willed my way 
through it for the sake of the rest of 
the guys on the team, and I just had 
to give it all my all, even with cramps." 

Diene, making his first start since 
Dec. 6, added 18 points and nine 
rebounds, and Harris contributed 
21 points and 13 rebounds. In total, 
the Owls racked up a single-game 
school record 111 points. 

Junior guard Walt Chancellor 
played the role of defensive stopper in 
the second half, shutting down all-
conference guard Jason Parker. Wil-
son said Chancellor's presence gave 
his team a much-needed energy boost. 

"That guy is fearless.," Wlson 
said. "He conies out with the same 
sort of emotion and energy in prac-
tice. He's a delight to coach be-
cause he loves the game. He loves 
being a part of things, he believes in 
his teammates, and he believes that 
this team can go a long way. I don't 
think the guys could help but feed 
off his energy." 

Smith said defeating the Golden 
Hurricane, which had beaten the 
Owls in the team's last five matchups, 
was a major hurdle, even though 
Tulsa has just three conference wins. 

"Any time you're trying to push 
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Junior guard Jason McKrieth goes up for a layup against Kevinn Pinkney in 
Wednesday's 87-75 win over Nevada. McKrieth had 18 points, eight rebounds 
and seven assists in 32 minutes. 

through, it's significant trying to get 
over the hump," Smith said. "They 
say to be the champ you have to beat 
the champ, and [lastyear] Tulsa was 
the champion of the league. It's just 
kind of a psychological thing: beat-
ing the name." 

The Owls now turn their attention 
to U. I^a.-I^a. for tomorrow's ESPN 
Bracket Buster game. Despite its 
membership in a mid-major confer-
ence, Wilson said U. La.-I^. is not a 

team to be taken lightly. 
"They may be even more athletic 

on the front line than Nevada, so 
we're going to have our hands full," 
Wilson said. "It's an important game 
that we have to treat like a confer-
ence game, because we don't have 
the opportunity to let our guard 
down. We have to turn around and 
play again on Monday, so it's a short 
turnaround, and it's that time of year 
when we can't relax." 

Owls' road ends with Roadrunners 
TRAVEL 
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by Christine Chen 
THRESHER STAFF 

Afte r five c o n s e c u t i v e road 
matches, the women's tennis team 
will finally return home to Jake Hess 
Tennis Stadium to take on the Uni-
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versity of Texas-San Antonio tomor-
row at 1:30 p.m. Sophomore Blair 
DiSesa said she is excited about the 
Owls' coming back to play at home. 

"Last [spring] we were supposed 
to play them, but some cancellation 
happened," DiSesa said. "I think we 
are definitely going into this match 
with an attitude that we can beat 
them. We have a healthy confidence, 
and hopefully it will transfer into 
some strong play." 

On Sunday, the 62nd-ranked 
Owls will face a much stiffer test 
when the University of Alabama, 
currently ranked 32nd nationally, 
visits Houston. 

"We are also hoping that [play-
ing] UTSAon Saturday will pump us 
up to play Alabama on Sunday," 
DiSesa said. "The whole team is look-
ing at both of these schools as two 
more opportunities to show people 
what we can do." 

I>ast Saturday's match against 
19th-ranked Texas A&M was re-
scheduled to Sunday due to rain. 
Against the rival Aggies, junior 
Tracie Chong and senior Karen Chao 
won their No. 2 doubles match 8-5. 
The Aggies swept through both the 
Nos. 1 and 3 spots, claiming the first 
point of the day en route to a 
7-0 domination of the Owls. Chong 
said the team played well, despite 
the lopsided final score. 

"We played really well — we 
stayed aggressive and actually had 
an early lead in the match," Chong 
said. "Karen was sick with a cold, 
so [No. 2 doubles] was a really 
good win. A&M is a really good 
team, but we stayed strong, and we 
didn't give them a chance to get 

back in the match." 
A l though A&M c la imed all 

six s i ng l e s m a t c h e s , C h a o and 
senior Yasmin Fisher and junior 
Erika Villalobos fought hard, as each 
took her match to a decisive third 
set. Villalobos won the first set but 
later lost t iebreakers in both the sec-
ond and third sets. At No. 4 singles, 
Fisher was unable to maintain her 
momentum after her first-set victory, 
losing to I^auren Walker 4-6,6-1,6-3. 
Chao managed to force a third set at 
No. 3 singles on the heels of a vic-
tory in the second-set t iebreaker 
before the Aggies' Roberta Spencer 
took over for a 6-3, 6-7, 6-2 win. 

With their loss in College Sta-
tion, the Owls fell to 4-4 on the sea-
son. However DiSesa said the score 
was not indicative of Rice's mental 
toughness in the match. 

"The way we fought is something 
we should be really proud of," I )iSesa 
said. "Unfortunately, we had a bunch 
of close matches that didn't go our 
way that day. Losing that match is 
giving us an extra incentive to do 
some damage this weekend. Al-
though our score didn't reflect the 
fact that it was actually a close match, 
it let us all know what we were all 
capable of." 

Chong expressed optimism that 
the team could build on matches 
like last weekend's as the season 
progresses. 

"It wasn't our best performance." 
Chong said. "I think we will do a lot 
better this weekend. I think for us, 
it's more mental than anything else, 
and coming together as a team, and 
staying strong individually, and do-
ing our job in our respective courts." 

http://www.statravel.com
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Both basketball teams are having great seasons, but the 
Basketball Owl Band, the cheerleaders and the dance 
team have supported the teams through good times and 
bad. This is the second of a three-part series on the 
supporting cast at basketball games. 

Whether they are continuing their 
high school involvement or simply 
love performing in front of a crowd, 
the Rice cheerleaders and mascot 
are some of the most-dedicated and 
biggest sports fans on campus. 

"I love being involved with the 
game and being so close to the ac-
tion," Ix)vett College senior Rica 
Gardner said. "Especially during bas-
ketball season, we are right under 
the backboard and feel as if we are a 
part of the action." 

Most of the females on the squad 
started cheering as early as junior 
high school, and continuing in col-
lege was the next logical step. 

"I got started sophomore year at 
Rice with a couple of friends from 
Ix>vett who were already involved 
with it," Lovett jun ior Kate 
Hurtekant said. "I cheered in junior 
h igh , and s ince [ the Rice 
cheerleading squad] was looking 
for people, I did it. At most schools, 
it is so competitive to get in, but at 
Rice, I could actually do it, and it 
has been a lot 
of fun." 

Of the 
males on the i p 
squad, only 
one cu r r en t 
m e m b e r 
cheered in high 
school, while the others became 
involved by simply showing up to 
practice. 

"I got dragged to practice one 
time the second semester of my 
sophomore year," Lovett senior and 
captain Andrew Schaefer said. "I had 
no idea what it was like, but my ex-
girlfriend was a cheerleader, so I got 
pulled into practice and was thrown 
into a pyramid for the next week's 
[football game], and I eventually 
became part of the team." 

Baker College freshman Russell 
Schafer, the only male member of 
the current squad who cheered in 
high school, believes the stereo-
types assoc ia ted with male 
cheerleading are a big reason more 
males are not involved. 

"In high school I was a 
weightlifter, and I had a friend who 
was a weightlifter as well as a cheer-
leader," Schafer said. "I went to an 
all-male high school, and joining 
cheerleading was not something that 
I really wanted to do because of the 
things associated with it. 

"Then my friend asked me, 'Do 
you like weightlifting? Do you like 
girls? Tlien cheerleading is a natural 
combination of the two things.' I 
then thought of it as a challenge." 

One cha l lenge for the 
cheerleading squad is coor-

dinating with the 
Rice mascot. 

Lovett College junior Lanny Bose 
has a very different story from the 
cheerleaders about how he became 
a part of the in-game entertainment. 

"The whole reason I started was 
because I thought it would be a funny 
joke, and as it turns out, I was the only 
one who signed up for the [student-
elected] posit ion," Bose said. 
"Somebody's got to do it, and I don't 
know why it's not more sought-after. 
At other schoolslikeTexasA&M it's 
a big deal to be yell leader and a spirit-
involved person. For me, I guess it's 
really wanting to be the center of 
attention because people pay a lot of 
attention to a six-foot tall owl." 

Bose, who was re-elected to the 
position th i s 

^ week, has had 
an opportunity 
to meet other 
mascots this 
past year while 
performing at 
Houston Rock-
ets basketball 
games and 

Houston Aeros 
hockey games. 

"I've become 
decent f r iends 

with 'Clutch,' the 
Rockets mascot, 

and have gotten ideas 
as how to be more enter-

taining," Bose said. 
For Bose, the hardest part is deal-

ing with the children who think it is 
fun to pick on a man in an 
owl costume. 

"Sometimes kids cry and run 
away, but there are the fourth-grad-
ers who like to punch Sammy in the 
mouth and pull the tail off," Bose 
said. "But it is a lot of fun, because 
how often is it socially acceptable to 
joke around with people like that 
and dance with [Rice University 
Police Department officers]?" 

Socially acceptable or not, the 
cheerleaders said their time commit-
ment is similar to that of a varsity 
athlete. The cheerleading squad prac-
tices after class, travels with the 
football team during the fall semes-
ter, and even has its own scholarship 
available to returning members of 
the squad. 

"During football season, we prac-
tice three times per week and twice a 
week during basketball season since 
there are so many games," Gardner 
said. "We have one scholarship — 
the Tom Crumpton (Sid Rich '86) 
Memorial Award. 

"He was killed in 
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Brown sophomore Cathy Southwlck (top) completes a basket toss at a 
recent cheerleading practice as the male spotters await the catch below. 

a car accident right after graduation, 
and cheerleading was very important 
to him, so his friends and family 
started a scholarship." 

With both the men's and women's 
basketball teams fighting for first 
place in the Wes te rn Athletic 
Conference, the cheerleaders said 
cheering from their spot at the north 
baseline of Autry Court with a 
crowded house has been more 
exciting this season. 

"Seeing the current s tudent 
support at basketball games is 
amazing," Hurtekant said. "It's more 
fun cheering with a mass of students 
jumping around and showing their 
school spir i t . I t 's been really 
rewarding this season because the 
players notice us more." 

Will Rice sophomore Diego 
Tucker is grateful for the thanks the 
players give to the squad for its 
cheering efforts during the game. 

"Based on what the athletes say, 
they really appreciate us being 
there," Tucker said. "When we get 
the crowd into it, it is much more 
enjoyable, and we feel as if we have 
accomplished something." 

When the team goes on a losing 
streak, however, the cheerleaders 
still show up every game and cheer 
despite lower fan turnout. 

"It's not hard for me to get into 
it because I don't mind making a 
fool of myself ," Gardner said. 
"I real ly ge t in to t he g a m e s 
anyways, but it is discouraging 
when only five kids show up for 
women's games. Sometimes when 
the people are just sitting there, 
it's like pulling teeth. What really 
means a lot is when the students 
are out, and we get more into it, 
and they get more into it too." 

While some t imes the 
cheerleading squad invents new 
cheers for a game against a particu-
lar team, most of the cheers are old 
s t anda rds handed down from 
previous squads. 

"A lot of stuff is passed down 
from year to year," Lovett junior 
Melissa Hindman said. "Every year 
we have a Universal Cheerleaders 
Association cheer ing instructor 
teach us new stuff and build off of 
previous years. We also do routines 
to 'Bonnet,' 'I.ouie, Louie' and the 
fight song." 

Gardner said the squad also learns 
new cheers and stunts from other 
college squads duringa cheerleading 
camp it attends each August. 

"We have camps at end of 
summer sponsored by the UCA with 
[University of Houston, Texas 
Christian University] and even the 
Texans cheerleaders," Gardner said. 
"The camps give us a chance to talk 
to other squads and share ideas. 
This year, we picked up one new 
stunt from TCU." 

Even the big screen has sparked 
inspiration for new stunts. 

"We are a student-led organiza-
tion with no coach, so we get a lot of 
stuff from watching other schools," 
Hurtekant said. "We also look at 
Web sites, and we even did a pyra-
mid from Bring It On Again. It re-
ally is a collaborative effort." 

While c h e e r i n g compr i ses 
the major i ty of their rout ine , 
stunting — performing gymnastic 
tricks and forming pyramids with 
the whole team — is often the cheer-
leaders' favorite part. 

"I like the basket tosses, where 
the girl gets thrown high in air, 
because those are the most fun to 
watch," Hurtekant said. 

Another favorite is the "Spell Out" 
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The cheerleaders hold up Sammy the Owl for a keg stand during the cheer 
"Spell Out" at a men's basketball game against San Jose State Jan. 31. 

the male cheer leaders perform 
between the third and four th 
quar ters of football games and 
during the first media time-out of 
the second half in basketball games. 

"It started as a Southwest Con-
ference tradition and has been 
p a s s e d down year to year , " 
Schaefer said. "We come up with 
new things to add to it every once 
and a while — like two years ago 
when we did a dunk." 

Even with all the fun of the on-
the-court action, the best part for 
many cheerleaders is simply getting 
a chance to hang out with friends 
they have made on the squad. 

"We have a really great squad 
this year because we haven't had a 

squad in the past 10 years that hasn't 
had someone quit dur ing the 
season," Gardner said. "I get a rush 
out of stunting and traveling, but 
meeting new people is the best part." 

Bose got his reward last summer 
while leading cheers in Omaha at 
the College World Ser ies . He 
remembers also the excitement but 
said being immortalized in an oil 
painting by Opie Otterstad is also 
something he will never forget. 

"The coolest thing was running 
across the baseball diamond into 
the 'Ultimate Dogpile,' Bose said. 
"Very few people got to jump on that 
dogpile, and that is a moment that 
Rice will r emember forever. A 
moment like that is why you do it." 
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Lovett senior Rica Gardner stands atop Brown sophomore Cathy Southwlck (left) 
and Lovett Junior Kate Hurtekant in a pyramid at Halloween Hoops last October. 



Baseball recovers from UT loss to crush K-State, beat UH 
by Jonathan Yardley 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Although the baseball team lost to 
rival University of Texas 6-3 Saturday 
at Minute Maid Park before a huge 
crowd, all early signs still point to-
ward continued success for the Owls. 

Rice responded to Saturday's loss 
with a 130 shellacking of overmatched 
Kansas State University in the Minute 
Maid Park College Classic finale Sun-
day and an 84 win over crosstown 
rival University of Houston Tuesday 
at Reckling Park in the opening game 
of the Silver Glove Series. 

Saturday's game, however, drew 
the most national attention. The offi-
cial attendance for the three-game 
session was 21,274—second-highest 
in NCAA history for regular-season 
action—and estimates had the atten-
dance for the Rice-UT game at 16,000. 

Junior right-hander Jeff Niemann 
was strong over six innings but sur-
rendered a crucial two-run home run 
in the sixth that gave UT (9-0) a 
3-2 lead. Rice rallied to tie the game, 
but the Longhorns scored three runs 
against freshman left-hander Josh 
Forester and freshman right-hander 
Adam Hale to pull away for the win. 

Despite the loss, Rice held onto 
the No. 1 national ranking in two of 
the four major polls, dropping to 
second behind UT in the others. 
The Owls regrouped immediately 
with a 13-0 slugfest against Kansas 
State, in what proved to be a breakout 
game for many of the new faces on 
the team. 

"Any time you get that first hit or 

have a good game, it builds confi-
dence," sophomore left-hander Matt 
Ueckert said of players in their first 
Division I weekend. "Everybody 
here knows they can hit—you need 
to kind of get off the schnide, and 
then you can relax a little bit." 

Sunday's win was a personal 
achievement for Ueckert , who 
pitched five scoreless innings in his 
first collegiate start to earn the win. 
Sophomore r ight-hander Eddie 
Degennan pitched the final four in-
nings to combine on the shutout. 
Ueckert, a reliever last year, said the 
start was an important step. 

"I've been looking for a start," 
Ueckert said. "I was just ready to get 
back out there to prove to every-
body and myself that I could [start] 
again — it's been a while." 

Jun ior r igh t -hander Phil ip 
Humber, the scheduled starter, is 
out indefinitely with a sore shoul-
der, so Ueckert started Sunday and 
junior r ight-hander Josh Baker 
started Tuesday's game against UH. 

Baker worked seven strong in-
nings against the Cougars to earn his 
second win of the young season—he 
also picked one up in Friday's 9-6 vic-
tory over Texas Tech University. 

"[UH is] a team we always want 
to put a whooping on whenever we 
get a chance, and the guys played 
awesome defense," Baker said. "I 
think we had three or four double 
plays turned in the beginning, and 
great defense shuts down the of-
fense and breaks [their] hearts." 

Baker ran into trouble on several 
occasions but escaped with three 
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Junior shortstop Paul Janlsh blocks a throw from junior catcher Adam Rodgers, as Texas' Dooley Prince steals second 
base in the third inning Saturday at Minute Maid Park. UT won 6-3. 

double plays in the first four innings 
and three inning-ending strikeouts. 

"You always hope that you get 
your best stuff for the biggest at-
bats," Baker said. "The double plays 
— you just throw your strikes, and 
guys will make plays behind you. 
Those guys up the middle — they're 
nasty; they made some great plays." 

Rice trailed 1-0 until the fourth 
and 2-1 in the fifth after a three-play 
defensive meltdown allowed UH to 
retake the lead, but the Owls broke 
the game open with a four-run 
fifth inning and breezed to an 8 4 win. 

Junior infielder Adam Morris, 
who has already seen time at second 
base, third base and designated hit-
ter, had a double and a home run 
Tuesday to follow Sunday's grand 
slam, which earned him Western 
Athletic Conference Player of the 
Week honors. Senior centerfielder 
Chris Kolkhorst also starred offen-
sively by going five-for-five to raise 
his batting average to .571. 

"Morris has been absolutely 
lights-out," Baker said. "Kolkhorst 
is going to be awesome. I don't care 
who you are in the nation, he's 

trouble for whoever. They're both 
big-time." 

Kolkhorst said the rivalry with 
UH makes every game between the 
schools a special meeting. 

"The Silver Glove Series is a great 
rivalry," Kolkhorst said. "There's a 
lot of energy involved, and we know 
each other so well. I'm shaking hands 
with them, and I call most of them by 
their first name after the game. A lot 
of us are from the city of Houston ... 
so we've been playing against each 
other for a long time, which makes 
the rivalry even more intense." 

Owls splash to conference meet Lady Owls drop Tulsa 
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by Debbie Miller 
THRESHER STAFF 

The swim team will try to make six 
months of grueling training pay off at 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Championships, starting Wednesday 
at Palo Alto College in San Antonio. 

Rice has finished third in the 
conference meet each of the last 
three seasons and is looking to 
improve on their past performances. 
SMU has traditionally dominated the 
conference and is favored to bring 
home the trophy for the ninth time. 

"My goal is to swim faster than I 
did last year, but in order to take 
second place, we need to really step 
up and perform better than we have," 
senior Jackie Corcoran said. 

Rice's main competition for sec-
ond place will be Nevada, which took 
second place last year, and Hawaii, 
which finished fourth. 

The meet will follow a standard 
preliminarv-and-final format. All 
competitors will swim in the prelimi-
nary rounds in the morning to qualify 
for that night 's finals. The top 
16 swimmers earn the chance to 
swim at night to earn team points. 

Once the top 16 swimmers are 
locked into the i r hea t s , the 
eight top-seeded swimmers are 
guaranteed a finishing place in the 
top eight and no swimmer seeded 
ninth t h r o u g h 16th a f te r the 
morning's competition can finish 
above ninth place. This system 
s t resses the importance of fast 
morning swims not only to qualify 

for the finals but also earn team 
points in the championship heat. 

"We need to s ecu re point-
scoring spots in finals, which means 
swimming fast in the morning and 
getting that second swim," junior 
Corrie Kristick said. "We need 
to get the h ighes t p lacement 
possible in the morning and follow it 
up at night." 

This year's team is much larger 
than it has been in years past thanks 
to the addit ion of seven new 
freshmen and transfers. The larger 
size has added to the team's depth 
and enab l ed indiv idual Owl 
swimmers to steal second- and 
third-place finishes throughout the 
dual meet season. No'v the Owls 
look to see what a larger team will 
lead to a championship meet. 

"This year we have more 
diversity and energy," sophomore 
Meghan Brown said. "My goal is to 
see best times from everyone, to 
stay upbeat and positive, have fun 
and get people going." 

The Owls competed in a non-
traditional dual meet against the 
University of Texas Saturday to 
prepare for the WAC Champion-
ships. The meet was comprised of 
non-standard events, as each race 
was shorter than usual. 

Head coach Seth Huston 
explained that the shorter races were 
meant to encourage swimmers to go 
all out on every race and not hold 
anything back. 

Sixth-ranked UT won 12 of the 
14 events and beat Rice 117-100, 

2>C 
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but there were still highlights for 
the Owls. 

Freshman Kirstin Doyle-Cooney 
won the 100-yard individual medley 
with a time of 58.53. Corcoran, fresh-
man Andrea Hum. Brown and jun-
ior Adi Bichman teamed up to win 
the 400 freestyle relay in 3:23.75. 

For many, the WAC Champion-
ships is the last shot at qualifying for 
the NCAA Championships held in 
College Station March 18-20. The 
NCAA C h a m p i o n s h i p s follow 
the same preliminary-and-final for-
mat as the WAC Championships. 

Swimmers qualify for the national 
meet by swimming automatic quali-
fying time. If less than 25 swimmers 
in the country qualify, the NCAA 
invites the fastest swimmers from 
the pool of provisional qualifiers. 

Senior Elaine Lee has already 
provisionally qualified with her 
200 fly and is close to the NCAA 
automatic qualifying time. Her 
season-best time in the event is 
2:01.32, and last year at the WAC 
Championships she swam a school-
record time of 2:00.41. 

"My goal is to qualify for NCAAs 
in the 200 fly," Lee said. "I tend to 
swim faster at the beginning of a 
meet, but [the] 200 fly is the last 
event, so I will swim it unofficially on 
the first day." 

Corcoran strives to qualify in the 
long-distance events. She already 
swam a lifetime-best this year in the 
500 freestyle, 4:54.98, less than one 
second off the provisional cut of 
4:54.02. Both Corcoran and Bichman 
qualified provisionally for the cham-
pionships last year in the mile and 
hope to do so again. 

Sophomore I^ura Healey has 
consistently been the top performer 
for the Owls in the sprints and is 
within half-a-second of provision-
ally qual ifying in the 50 f ree . 
Her season-best of 23.97 is right on 
top of her lifetime-best 23.92 and 
within striking distance of the 23.56 
provisional cut. 

Senior Toni Ciffolilli said the 
Owl s w i m m e r s g e a r all of 
t he i r t r a i n ing toward the 
WAC Championships. 

"This is my favorite meet ," 
Ciffolilli said. "I look forward to it all 
year. I don't go into it with any ex-
pectations, but I swim well under 
pressure, so I know I'll do well. That 
way I can just look forward to it and 
concentrate on having fun." 

BASKETBALL, from Page 13 
is to continue to do the things 
that we've been doing," head 
coach Cristy McKinney said. 
"We've been working hard in 
practice, we've been playing 
hard, we've been playing with 
enthusiasm — we just don't want 
to let these things slip up on us 
this weekend." 

After losing at Tulsa in over-
time both of the last two years, 
Rice entered Saturday's contest de-
tern lined to overcome its Reynolds 
Center heartbreak, suitably sched-
uled on Valentine's Day. 

"The last two years, it has been 
taken from us — the refs were 
horrible, it was overtime — what-
ever the reason." junior forward 
Michelle Woods said. "At some 
point last year, I promised myself 
that I would not lose at Tulsa, 
since it's been such a horrible 
game in the past. I've never 
wanted not to lose so badly. Two 
weeks before this game, 1 was 
looking at the date, and I saw that 
it was on Valentine's Day. From 
then on, every time I looked at 
the calendar, I thought to myself, 
'All I want for Valentine's Day is 
to beat Tulsa.'" 

Rice got off to an auspicious 
start, with Woods hitting a pair of 
three-pointers to give Rice an 
early 16-1 lead. In doing so, the 
Ixidy Owls held Tulsa without a 
field goal for an astounding nine 
and a half minutes. 

"We were up by 20 points in 
the first half, so I felt pretty good," 
McKinney said. "I knew there 
was a lot of time left, but even at 
halftime we were ahead by 15." 

After shooting just 24 percent 
in the first half, the Golden Hurri-
cane emerged from the locker 
room firing on all cylinders and 
scored the first six points of the 
second half. The Ixidy Owls hung 
tough, however, leading by at least 
five points until 3:13 remained in 
the game, when the Golden Hur-
ricane made a final push. 

Tulsa never led, but had the 
ball down by a point with 2:42 re-
maining. A crucial turnover 
coupled with clutch shooting 
from the Uidy Owls — they made 
their final three shots, including 

a Woods three-pointer when 
Tulsa had again cut the lead to 
one — proved pivotal, as Rice 
escaped with a victory. 

"I don't think they were play-
ing well at the start, but they got 
it together, and it became a real 
game," Woods said. "We came 
out fiat, and they had six points 
really fast at the beginning of the 
second half. They had a good 
run, but we stepped it up again, 
nobody folded, and we came up 
with the win." 

Woods contributed 11 points 
despite oeing limited to just 
22 minutes with foul trouble, and 
post pa r tne r Neaves added 
19 points and eight rebounds. 
Senior guard Lindsey Maynard 
nearly went the distance for the 
I^idy Owls, scoring 12 points to 
go along with eight rebounds in 
38 m i n u t e s . J u n i o r guard 
Eshombi Singleton continued 
her steady play at the point, hit-
ting a critical jumper in the 
g a m e ' s final m i n u t e while 
chipping in a team-high seven 
assists throughout the contest. 

Though Maynard, and to a 
lesser extent Singleton, have es-
tablished themselves as scoring 
threats from the perimeter, Rice's 
offensive engine relies on inte-
rior strength. 

"If our post players can have 
some success, then it opens up 
some things for our perimeter 
p l a y e r s , " McKinney sa id . 
"It hasn't always been the same 
pos t p layer , but one h a s 
stepped up every game. Their 
defense has been very impor-
tant also, because a lot of the 
teams in the league have good 
posts, and that's where they like 
to attack, so we've got to be able 
to defend there." 

Despite her coach's praise, 
Neaves emphasized the guards' 
role in Rice's interior success. 

"Certain days the posts shine, 
and sometimes the guards shine, 
but no matter what we have to 
give credits to the guards for get-
ting us the ball," Neaves said. 
"We've been in the right spots to 
get the ball from the guards, got-
ten to the free throw line and 
converted." 

http://www.pphouston.org
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Men's track: DMR sets school record 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRKSHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

While many Rice students were 
busy with flowers and romantic din-
ners on Valentine's Day, the men's 
track team had a date with the record 
books in Fayetteville, Ark. at the 
Tyson Foods Invitational last Friday 
and Saturday. 

On the first day of competition, 
junior Marcel Hewamudalige broke 
a 13-year-old school record in the 
indoor unseeded 5,000-meter run. 
His second-place finish of 14 min-
utes, 31.51 seconds broke Kevin 
I rwin 's (Brown '92) record of 
14:35.50 set in 1991. 

IN FOCUS: 
TRACK AND FIELD 
Last week: Set two indoor 
school records in the 
distance medley relay and 
the 000-meter run. 

What made the difference: 
Freshman Steve Magness 
ran a 4:03.3 split in the 
1,600-meter anchor leg of 
the distance medley relay 

Up next: The Owls take this 
weekend off to train for the 
WAC Indoor Championship 
Meet to be held in Boise, 
Idaho Feb. 26-28. 

"It was a pretty good race, and it 
kind of turned out the way I wanted," 
Hewamudalige said. "Hopefully I can 
jump in another 5k indoor, run a 
little faster and get another shot to 
bring that time down. [Head coach 
Jon Warren] says you always [need 
to] get the first 5k under your belt. I 
think that was important just to get it 
out of the way." 

With his record-breaking race, 

Hewamudalige was named Western 
Athletic Conference Indoor Track 
and Field Male Athlete of the Week. 

"It was kind of cool," 
Hewamudalige said. "I thought [se-
nior] Adam [Davis] would get it run-
ning an awesome 800. Everybody 
ran pretty well this weekend, but it's 
kind of cool to get it." 

In the distance medley relay, 
Davis, senior Ben Wiggins and 
f r e s h m e n Pablo Sora les and 
Stephen Magness combined to fin-
ish second in 9:36.32. The squad 
ran more than five seconds faster 
than the previous Rice record of 
9:41.61 set in 2000 by the crew of 
Justin Burrow (Jones '01), Scott 
Byer (Will Rice '01), Keith Pierce 
(Brown '03) and Lachlan McArthur 
(Brown '02). 

"We've been waiting for an op-
por tun i ty to b reak t h r o u g h , " 
Wiggins said. "We got a couple 
outstanding guys in the middle 
distance legs. We wanted to get 
into a race where we knew we could 
make something happen, and we 
got a chance to do that. We're all 
happy how it turned out." 

By runn ing splits of Davis' 
1,200 meters in 2:55.4, Wiggins' 
400 m e t e r s in 46.8, So la res ' 
800 meters in 1:50.5 and Magness' 
1,600 meters in 4:03.3, the team 
cleared the automatic qualifying 
time of 9:37.25 to gain a spot in the 
NCAA Championship Indoor Meet, 
which will be held on the same 
Fayetteville track March 12-13. 

"The DMR ran phenomenally 
well, but they can all do a bit 
better," Warren Uones '°8) said. "I 
know they can do better when it 
matters more [at the conference 
and national meet]." 

The senior members of the DMR 
squad also racked up individual 
honors, with Davis provisionally 
qualifying in the 800-meter run in-
vitational event with his time of 
1:48.94. While Davis' time narrowly 
missed the automatic qualifying 

time by 0.04 seconds, Warren said 
runners with that time have his-
torically gone on to nationals. 

Wiggins had double duty on 
Friday, compet ing in both the 
400-meter dash and the 60-meter 
hurdles. Wiggins placed 19th in 
the 400 in 48.09 and 35th in the 
h u r d l e p r e l i m i n a r i e s at 8.43. 
Wiggins' 400 time tops his previ-
ous best this season by almost a 
second, but hurdles is the area in 
which Wiggins said he needs the 
most improvement. 

"The indoor hurdles are frustrat-
ing," Wiggins said. "Sometimes 
progress happens with two steps 
forward and one step back. I guess 
right now, I'm feeling like I'm taking 
a step back." 

Off the track, junior Jason Powell 
and freshman Devon Fanfair com-
peted in the triple jump. Powell 
placed seventh with a distance of 
49 feet, 51 /2 inches in his first meet 
of the year, while Fanfair earned 
14th by clearing 47-3. 

The next two weeks will be 
crucial for the team as the athletes 
prepare for the WAC Indoor Cham-
pionships to be held Feb. 26-28 in 
Boise, Idaho. 

"This week is going to be hard," 
Hewamudalige said Monday. "I think 
[Warren] is going to destroy us this 
week. Next week we will probably 
have one hard workout early and 
just res t until Friday and 
Saturday — those are some really 
big races coming up." 

Even with all the hard work that 
needs to be done, Wiggins said the 
Owls must rest and prepare them-
selves properly to perform their best 
at the championship meet. 

"We're going to gear up and get 
our res t — eat , s leep — and 
be sure we are dotting all the i's 
and crossing all the t's, because 
we know the other schools in the 
conference are bringing their best, 
and we wan t to b r ing ours , " 
Wiggins said. 

Women's track set for WAC title meet 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

With one week to go until the 
Indoor Western Athletic Champion-
ship meet, the women's track and 
field team had its final tune up last 
weekend as the squad divided 
be tween the Tyson Foods 
Invitational in Fayetteville, Ark., the 
DePauw University Indoor Track 
and Field Classic in Greencastle, 
Ind., and the University of Houston/ 
RunSport All-Comers Meet. 

Although the team was spread 
between three states, head coach 
Victor Ijopc/. was happy with the 
way the runners performed. 

"I think we had a better weekend 
[than last weekend]," Ix>pez said. 
"There was nothing dramatic like 
big time marks, but the main thing 
now in preparing for the big show is 
the mental aspect." 

Senior Keia Watkins stepped up to 
lead the team with one of the standout 
per formances of the weekend. 
Watkins ran her top time of the season 
in the 400-meter dash at the Tyson 
Invitational, finishingin 55.61 seconds. 

"I'm happy the way that Keia ran," 
Lopez said. "She was all by herself in 
her heat. If she had been pressed, 
she [might have run] a 54[-second 
time ] and be leading the conference." 

The 4x400-meter relay team of 
junior Yvonne Urneh, Watkins, fresh-
man Jasmine Davis and senior 
Megan Smith took 11th place in Ar-
kansas by finishing in 3:48.46, and 
although the team is missing some 
members from last year, Lopez 
knows that the squad can improve 
before the conference meet. 

"The relay did better, but we are 
lacking some key people like [seniors 
Tanya Wright and Allison Beckford, 
who are out of indoor eligibility] in the 
relay," Ix>pez said. "We were leading 
all the way through the last leg. We 
ran 3:48, but I think we can run 3:44 or 
3:43 by conference time." 

Freshman Kate Gorry turned in 

another big performance in the 
5,000-meter run — her first 
indoor 5,000-meter race — by 
taking third place in 16:41.35. 

In the 60-meter dash and the 200-
meter dash, some friendly competi-
tion helped teammates sophomore 
Nina Mayesand Urneh improve their 
times in the events. Mayes ran a 7.60 
in her heat in the 60 while Umeh 
finished just behind Mayes' time 
of 7.63 in her heat. However, in the 
200-meter dash, Umeh edged Mayes 
24.63 to 25.00, respectively. 

"I'm hoping that I improve upon 
my 200 times that I have been run-
ning this year," Umeh said. "I hope 
that all the girls raise their expecta-
tions and perform like they are ca-
pable of performing." 

Sophomore Funmi Jimoh had a 
busy weekend as she placed 15th in 
the 60-meter hurdles in 8.64, 16th 
in the high jump by topping 5 feet, 
5 inches and 27th in the long jump 
by clearing 16-8. 

"For me, I know I have to keep it 
in my head that I'm capable of doing 
these things," Jimoh said. "F'very 
week I'm getting better, and if I keep 
getting better, I know I'm on top of 
things. I feel confident" 

Back in Houston, sophomore Flo 
Nwagwu won first place in the high 
jump with her jump of 5-6 which 
equals the team's best jump of the 
season. In the other field events, 
sophomore Krystal Robinson im-
proved upon her career bests by 
throwing 37-4 1/2 in the shot put 
and 44-9 3/4 in the weight throw. 

In the weekend's third meet, the 
pole vaulters swept the top three 
places at the DePauw Classic with 
sen io r s Ally Daum and Beth 
Hinshaw sharing first place with 
vaul ts of 
11-11 3 / 4 and junior Erica 
Derrickson taking third place by 
clearing 10-113/4. 

Even with the high placing, the 
vaulters said that because they had to 
warm up three times, they did not 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

Will Rice RA Lisa Heiden connects on the game-winning play in a women's 
college softbail game Tuesday against Jones, won by Will Rice 10-9. 

Sid cruises in flag football 
by Jonathan Yardley 
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perform at their maximum potential. 
"We had already done our clinic 

with our coach that morning, and then 
warmed up for the meet," Daum said. 
"Our legs were dead after we finished 
the meet. We went back to the hotel 
room and just laid there for an hour 
because our bodies were so sore." 

With one week left before the 
championship meet, Lopez hopes to 
concentrate on the mental aspects 
of competition in practice. 

" [ In terms of] mental preparation, 
they're hungry," Ix>pez said. "It's a 
young team, and sometimes they 
make little mental mistakes. We're 
working on it, and they will arrive at 
the right level of mental preparation." 

Jimoh, in her second year of col-
legiate competition, said mental 
preparation comes with gaining com-
petitive experience. 

"I know how I was as a freshman, 
and I wasn't really mentally ready," 
she said. "It's something that you have 
to grow into. We aren't mentally ready 
right now, but they can work on it." 

Umeh said practice will help the 
team prepare mentally, but the thrill 
of competition will be the real key. 

"I think that once we get into the 
atmosphere, and it's electric and the 
adrenaline is rushing, everybody will 
get into it and do what they need to 
do," Umeh said. 

The competition around the con-
ference will be as tough as usual, 
with defending champion University 
of Nevada favored to repeat. Lopez 
said if the Owls get some help from 
the other teams in the conference, 
Rice has a shot at the championship. 

"Louisiana Tech is adding some 
good competition in the sprints and 
the jumps and Nevada always has a 
large team and they get a lot of cheap 
points," Ixipez said. "UTEP is going 
to get points, with SMU and Tulsa 
getting points here and there. We 
need to do our job and get some 
breaks from other schools. If we get 
a great team effort, we'll have it, but 
we are going to battle for it." 

During a weekend in which 
all college sports were threatened 
by weather conditions, the men's 
flag football leagues played all 
their scheduled games to open 
their season. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

The American Football League 
opened play Sunday, with Lovett 
edg ing Brown 13-9 and Sid 
Richardson crushing Will Rice 20-0. 

Brown will face both Will Rice 
and Wiess Sunday, with the 
games sandwiched around the 
Lovett-Sid game. 

On Tuesday, the United States 
Football League began its schedule. 
Martel bested Baker 27-14 in the 
first game, while Hanszen topped 
GSA 25-13 in the second contest. 

GSA faces Martel this Tuesday, 
to be followed by Hanszen-Jones. 

Coed Flag Football 
It was a slow weekend in coed 

flag football, as Brown forfeited to 
GSA and Sid crushed Martel 36-6, 
although the stacked Sidizens did 
surrender their first points of the 
season. Sid and Hanszen are both 
3-0 and will qualify from the Blue 
league, but they meet for first place 
in the division tonight following the 
6 p.m. GSA-Martel game. 

In the Gray League, Jones is 2-0, 
just ahead of Wiess and I^ovett, both 
2-1. Wiess beat Lovett 16-9 
Wednesday night to get back into 
the playoff race. The only game 
remain ing be tween the th ree 
powers is the Lovett-Jones matchup, 
which has yet to be rescheduled. 

Soccer 
There were only two total games 

in men's and women's soccer last 
weekend, both Sunday. In the men's 
Champions Division, Martel contin-
ued its su rp r i s ing run with 
a 2-1 nailbiter over Will Rice to 
improve to 3-0. Will Rice finishes 
2-2 and has only slim playoff hopes, 
with Jones (1-1) and Sid (1-1) 
battling for the second playoff spot. 

In the men's Premier Division, 
Wiess (1-1) meets Brown (2-0) to-
day, while Hanszen and GSA put 
their 1-1 records on the line against 
each other Saturday. 

In women's soccer, defending 
champion Wiess beat Brown 6-2 in 
the weekend's only game. Hanszen 
beat Martel 3-0 Wednesday in the 
opening game for both teams. 

Women ' s Softball 
The women's softbail season got 

underway Tuesday with a pair of 
games in the Grapefruit League. 
Defend ing champion Hanszen 
crushed Wiess 12-1 in the opening 
game, while Will Rice rallied for a 
dramatic 10-9 victory over Jones in 
the second game. 

The Cactus League, which has 
already seen three forfeits, will try to 
resume its schedule with three 
games tomorrow. 

LSAT 

Take a FREE practice test at 
Kaplan's Test Drive and find out. 

Rice University 
Saturday, February 2 1 

10:00 AM 

To register, call or visit us online today! 

K A P L A N 1 -800 -KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com/testdrive 

Test Prep and Admissions 

•Test n a m e s a re registered t rademarks ot their respect ive owners . 
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TULSA 103 RICE 111, 20T 
February 14, 2004 — Autry Court BY THE M E N ' S TENNIS MCE » TEXAS TECH 

^Bvl inute Maid Park 

Lormer l b 1 
Carlson dh 3 
Murphy rf 1 
Wlllms ph-rf 2 

Helnrlch c 2 
Frieze ph-c 1 

Rumler 3b 3 
Saltzgaber ss3 

Hale rt 4 
Morris 3b-2b 5 
Reagan c 4 
Gundersn l b 3 
Rodriguez 2b 2 
Aranda pr 0 
Rchnbch 3b 1 
Moake ph 2b 1 

February 13, 2004 

RICE 4 STANFORD 3 
February 14, 2004 

Tulsa 38 50 10 5 — 103 
Rice 36 52 10 13 — 111 

Rice (1-0) 
Name (pot) AB 
Kolkhorst cf 3 
Janish ss 4 
Davis If 
Rodgers c 
Morris dh 
Hale dh 

Rodriguez 2b 5 
Gundersn l b 2 
Uckrt ph-lb 2 

Pendleton rf 5 
Rchnbch 3b 5 
Totals 37 

feb. 1 3 - 1 8 Taube Family Tennis Center, Palo Alto, Calif. Blair ss 
Delgado 2b 
Brady l b 
Mask If 
Haney 3b 
Edwards rf 
Coco dh 
Fuller cf 
Fouts c 
Jones ph-c 

Tulsa (7-15, 3-10) 
Glenn 9-12 6-8 24, Ramsdell 1-4 0 0 2, Price 6-9 5-
5 17, Blankenship 3-3 3-3 11, Parker 9-18 5-9 25 
Wallace 0-0 0-0 0, Kelley 1-1 2-2 5, Meier 0-0 0-0 
0, Collins 3 6 4-510, Teichmann 2-4 3-4 7, Cardwell 
1-2 0-0 2 
Totals: 35-59 28-36 103 

Singles 
1. Warburg (SU) d. Searle (RU) 6-3, 5-7, 6-4 
2. Corkery (SU) d. W. Barker (RU) 6-4, 6-2 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Sheng (SU) 6-1, 6-3 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Pade (SU) 6-3, 6 2 
5. Harknett (RU) d. Morris (SU) 4-6, 6 4, 7-5 
6. Wan (SU) d. Mok (RU) 6-0. 6-2 

29 0 3 0 371314 10 

Score by Inning R H E 
KSU 000 000 000 — 0 3 2 
Rice 505 012 OOx — 13 14 1 

34 6 8 5 9 12 9 

BASEBALL 

HOUSTON 4 RICE 8 
February 17, 2004 — Reckling Park 

Houston (1-3) 
Name (pos) AB 
Tully If 5 
Farrington rf 3 
Stewart ph 1 

Cooley dh 3 
Breen cf 3 
Msslwhte ss 4 
Ppvsiliou l b 3 
Bruce 2b 4 
Bott 3b 4 
Johnson c 3 
Martin ph 1 

Totals 34 

H Bl 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 
2 0 
0 1 
4 2 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 

4 10 3 

Rice (3-1) 
Name (pos) AB 
Kolkhorst cf 5 
Janish ss 5 
Davis If 4 
Ueckert dh 2 
Reagan dh 0 

Hale rf 1 
Rodrigz ph-rf 2 

Rodgers c 3 
Morris 2b 3 
Gnderson l b 3 
Rchnbch 3b 3 
Totals 31 

E — Chabot 2 (3), Morris (1); DP — KSU 1, Rice 1; 
LOB — KSU 6, Rice 14; 2B — Carlson (1), Kolkhorst 
(1), Gunderson (1); 3B — Morris (1); HR — Janish 
(2), Morris (1); HBP — Kolkhorst, Janish; SH — 
Murphy (1); SF — Davis (1). 

Kansas State 
Ponomarenko L, 0-1 
Knaub 
Kissel 
Batilla 
Huseman 
Danielson 
Petersen 
Rice 
Ueckert W, 1-0 
Degerman S, 1 

IP H R ER BBSO BF Pit. 
0 . 1 1 5 5 4 0 6 26 
1.2 1 2 2 4 0 10 4 1 
1.2 5 3 3 0 4 11 39 
1 .13 1 1 0 0 7 26 
1 3 2 2 1 1 8 32 
1 0 0 0 1 1 4 21 
1 1 0 0 1 1 5 24 
IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
5 2 0 0 2 6 19 91 
4 1 0 0 1 6 14 67 

Score by Inning R H E 
Rice 003 210 003 — 9 12 1 
TTU 001 000 320 — 6 8 1 

E — Rodriguez (1), Delgado (2): DP — TTU 1; LOB 
— Rice 9, TTU 10; 2B — Rodgers (1), Pendleton 3 
(3), Delgado (1), Coco (2); HR -— Janish (1), Davis 
(1), Mask (2); HBP — Delgado, Brady; SH — Rodgers 
(1); SB — Brady (4), Edwards (2). 

WP — Ponomarenko (1). 

Attendance —12 ,169 

TEXAS 6 RICE 3 

0 0 0 
8 9 7 

February 14, 2004 — Minute Maid Park 

Rice IP H R ER BB SO BF Pit. 
Townsend 5 2 1 0 3 10 21 92 
Pennington 2 4 3 3 1 1 11 36 
Baker W, 1-0 2 2 2 2 3 2 11 50 
Texas Tech IP H R ER BBSO BFPit. 
Braden 4 8 6 6 1 7 21 82 
McElroy 2 2 0 0 3 1 10 45 
Thomas L, 0-1 2 0 1 1 1 0 7 19 
Milton 0.2 1 2 2 2 0 5 20 
Dreibelbis 0 .1 1 0 0 0 0 2 9 

Score by inning R H E 
UH 010 020 010 — 4 10 1 
Rice 000 240 l l x — 8 9 2 

E — Papavasiliou(l), Morris 2 (3); DP — UH 1, Rice 
3; LOB — UH 7, Rice 9; 2B — Bott (2), Kolkhorst 
(2), Morris (1); 3B — Musslewhite (1), Davis (1); 
HR — Bruce (1), Morris (2); HBP — Cooley, 
Rodriguez; SH — Reagan (1); SB — Musslewhite 
(1), Bruce (1), Janish (1). 

Texas (8-0) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Prince rf 5 0 2 0 
Thigpen l b 4 
Teagarden c 4 
Hollimon dh 2 
Johnston 2b 3 
Reininger 3b 3 
Maroul 3b 0 

Stubbs cf 4 
Warrick If 4 
Hudson ss 4 

1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
3 3 
2 1 
0 0 
1 2 
0 0 
1 0 

UH 
Mock L, 0-1 
Cherry 
Cooley 
Gartz 
Roznovsky 
Rice 
Baker W, 2-0 
Pennington 
Townsend Sv, 1 

Attendance — 3,042 

IP H R ER BBSO BFPit. 
4 6 4 4 5 2 22 77 Totals 33 6 10 6 

Rice (1-1) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst cf 3 1 0 0 
Pendleton rf 3 1 1 0 
Morris 2b 1 0 0 0 

Davis If 3 0 0 0 
Ueckert l b 4 0 1 2 
Hale dh-p • 3 0 0 0 
Janish ss 4 1 1 0 
Rodgers c 4 0 1 0 
Rodrigz 2b-rf 3 0 0 0 
Reagan ph 1 0 0 0 

Reichnbch 3b 2 0 0 0 
Totals 32 3 4 2 

Balk — Braden (2). 
Attendance — 8,945 

MEN'S BASKETBALL 

NEVADA 75 RICE 87 
February 18. 2004 — Autry Court 

Nevada 
Rice 

29 
41 

46 
46 

7 5 
8 7 

0 0 2 1 
3 2 1 1 

0.11 1 1 
0.2 0 0 0 

1 0 
1 3 
1 0 
0 1 

2 10 
12 50 
3 12 
2 11 

IP H R ER BBSO BFPit. 
7 8 3 2 2 4 29103 

0 . 2 2 1 1 1 1 5 25 
1 . 1 0 0 0 0 2 4 20 

Score by inning R H E 
Texas 010 002 030 — 6 10 3 
Rice 002 000 100 — 3 4 0 

E — Thigpen (2), Teagarden (1), Reininger (2); DP 
— UT 1; LOB — UT 6, Rice 6; 2B — Stubbs (2); HR 
—Johnston (1); HBP— Kolkhorst; SH — Teagarden 
(2), Johnston (2); SB — Prince (5), Johnston (7), 
Reininger 2 (2); CS — Prince (1), Johnston (2). 

KANSAS STATE 0 RICE 13 
February 15, 2004 — Minute Maid Park 

Kansas State (1-2) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Blunt If 
Troilo If 

Chabot 2b 
Long 2b 
Dent cf 
Patty ph-cf 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Saunders l b 3 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Rice (2-1) 
Name (pos) AB R H Bl 
Kolkhorst cf 3 2 2 2 
Cavngh pr-cf 1 0 0 0 

Janish ss 4 1 1 2 
Davis If 4 1 2 1 
Ueckert p 2 1 0 0 
Rodgers dh 1 0 0 0 

Texas 
LeCure 
Howell W, 1-0 
Street Sv, 1 
Rice 
Niemann 
Forester L, 0-1 
Hale 
Matheny 

IP H R ER BBSO BFPit. 
4 2 2 2 1 5 17 69 
3 2 1 0 2 1 13 50 
2 0 0 0 0 3 6 37 
IP H R ER BBSO BFPit. 

3 3 2 6 25 90 
2 2 1 3 7 26 
1 1 1 0 3 9 
0 0 0 0 4 13 

6 7 
1.2 1 
0.11 
1 1 

Hirsch dh 2 0 0 0 

WP — Hale (1). Niemann (1). 

Attendance — 21,724 

• medium 1-topping 
I pizza 6 2 cans of Coke 
• no coupon required 
t Deep dish may be extra t a x 

Plus tax 

Large 1 -toppping 
pizza 6 3 cans of Coke 

no coupon required no coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

In The Village 

(713) 523-7770 
5733 Kirby Dr. 

Open 11 am to 2 am Mon. - Sun. 

UJe also serue: 

J ' i eP0? r 'T" Breadsticks Cheesy Bread 
It s Domino s. 

Coca-Cola Buffalo tilings 

Rice (16-7, 8-4) 
Harris 8-19 4-6 20, Diene 5-6 8-15 18, Gillespie 1-
7 2 2 5. Smith 3-3 3-4 9. McKrieth 11-19 13-16 36, 
Chancellor 0-0 0-0 0, Kollik 0-0 0-0 0, Harrison 1-3 
0-0 2, Okrzesik 0-0 0-0 0, Almond 7-14 1-2 16, 
Moore 2-5 1-4 5 
Totals: 38-76 32 49 111 

Three-point goals — Tulsa 5-13 (Ramsdell 0-3, 
Blackenship 2-2, Parker 2-5, Kelley 1-1, Collins 0-
1), Rice 3-17 (Harris 0-2, Gillespie 1-5, McKrieth 1-
5, Harrison 0-2, Almond 1-2, Moore 0-1) 

Tulsa 31 (Glenn 8), Rice 44 (Harris 

Assists — Tulsa 20 (Glenn 7), Rice 22 (McKrieth 6) 

Rebounds 
13) 

Attendance — 2,162 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

RICE 64 TULSA 6 1 
February 14, 2004 
Donald W. Reynolds Center, Tulsa, Ok. 

Rice 
Tulsa 

36 
21 

28 
40 

6 4 
61 

Nevada (16 -8 , 10-5) 
Pinkney 2-4 1-2 5, Fazekas 8-18 4-5 22, Snyder 6-
13 3-6 17, Okeson 5-12 6-6 19. Hill-Thomas 5-14 2 
2 12, Shiloh 0-0 0-0 0, Kemp 0-10-0 0, Washington 
0-1 0-0 0, Paul 0-3 0-0 0 
Totals: 26-66 16 2 1 75 

R ice (17 -7 , 9-4) 
Harris 8-12 2-4 18, Diene 3-4 1-2 7, Gillespie 5-10 
3-4 16, Smith 6-10 2-2 16, McKrieth 7-11 3-4 18. 
Kollik 0-1 0-0 0, Harrison 1-2 0-0 2, Okrzesik 0 1 0-
0 0. Almond 4-6 2-2 10. Moore 0-1 0-0 0 
Totals: 34-58 13-18 87 

Three-point goals — Nevada 7-20 (Fazekas 2-6, 
Snyder 2-4, Okeson 3-10), Rice 6-14 (Gillespie 3-6. 
Smith 2-3, McKrieth 1-3, Okrzesik 0-1, Almond 0-1) 

Rebounds — Nevada 34 (Fazekas 9), Rice 35 
(Harris 14) 

Assists — Nevada 14. Rice 19 (McKrieth 7) 

Attendance — 2,174 

Rice (14 -7 , 11 -1 ) 
Neaves 4-6 11-12 19, Woods 4-7 0-0 11. Singleton 
2-6 4-7 8, Maynard 3 12 5-8 12. Cunningham 1 8 0 
0 2, Stovall 0-11-2 1, Beckler 1-1 0-0 3. Jeffries 0-
1 0-0 0, Elder 0-0 0-0 0, Inman 1-5 0-0 2, Peck 2-5 
2-3 6 

Totals: 18 52 23-32 64 

Tulsa (14 -8 . 7-5) 

Jaskowiak 3-5 0-0 6, Moody 1 4 0-0 2, Robbins 3-10 
11-16 17, Brewer 3-11 4-4 10, Mays 3-10 0-0 6, 
Pongonis 4-11 2-2 14, Lundberg 1-5 0-2 2, Elliott 1-
2 0-0 2, Merriweather 0-00-0 0, Wagoner 1-1 0-0 2, 
Heidotten 0-0 0 0 0 
Totals: 20 59 17 24 61 
Three point goals — Rice 5 16 (Neaves 0-1, Woods 
3-5. Maynard 1-5, Cunningham 0-1, Beckler 1-1, 
Jeffries 0-1, Inman 0-2), Tulsa 4-14 (Moody 0-1, 
Mays 0-1, Pongonis 4-10, Lundberg 0-1) 

Rebounds — Rice 36 (Neaves 8, Maynard 8), Tulsa 
43 (Robbins 16) 

Assists —Rice 13(Singleton 7),Tulsa8(Brewer 3) 

Attendance — 1,378 

Double* 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Corkery/Pade (SU) 8-1 
2. Morris/Warburg(SU)d. Haerle/Rajevac(RU)8-3 
3. Harknett/Searle (RU) d. Sheng/Kao (SU) 8 5 

RICE 4 CAUFORNIA 2 
February 13, 2004 
Hellman Tennis Complex, Berkeley, Calif. 

Singles 
1. Searle (RU) d. Veress (Cal) 6 4, 3-6, 6-4 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Wong (Cal) 6-3. 6-3 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Sebescen (Cal) 6-2, 6 2 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Briaud (Cal) 6-3, 7-5 
5. Browne (Cal) d. Rajevac (RU) 3-6, 6-3, 6-1 
6. Leivent (Cal) d. Harknett (RU) 6-1. 6-3 

Doubles 
Not played 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 0 TEXAS A&M 7 
February 15, 2004 
George P Mitchell Tennis Center, College Station 

Singles 
1. Roland (A&M) d. DiSesa (RU) 6-2. 6 4 
2. Vieira (A&M) d. Chong (RU) 6 2, 6-2 
3. Spencer (A&M) d. Chao (RU) 6-3, 6-7 (3), 6-2 
4. Walker (A&M) d. Fisher (RU) 4-6, 6-1, 6 3 
5. Mechem (A&M) d. Villalobos (RU) 3-6, 7-6 (5), 
1-0(7) 

6. Lubinsky (A&M) d. Goodrich (RU) 6-4, 7-6 (2) 

Doubles 

1. Spencer/Walker (A&M) d. DiSesa/Villalobos 
(RU) 8-3 
2. Chao/Chong(RU)d. Mechem/Roland (A&M) 8 5 
3. Lubinsky/Vieira (A&M) d. Fisher/Goodrich (RU) 
8-4 

S W I M M I N G 

RICE 100 TEXAS 117 
February 14, 2004 
Longhorn Swim Center, Austin 

This week's boxscores brought to you by: 
The A Team 
The British Invasion 
Fielder's choice, 2 RBI 
Galleria ice skating 
Mo (R.I.P.) 
"Non-talented music majors" 

Men's tennis hosts FSU 
TENNIS, from Page 13 
After fighting back from a 4-2 deficit, 
Harknett held off match point at 5-4 
and then surged forward, winning 
the next three games to take the 
match 7-5. 

"When I held serve after facing 
match point, I felt that it was a big 
turning point, because I knew 1 
had the m o m e n t u m , " Harknet t 
said. "I had been close to breaking 
him the last few games , so I felt 
that might have just tipped the bal-
ance to me af ter he had not taken 
his chance." 

Searle lost his match 6-3, 5-7,6-4, 
but Harknett 's win had already guar-
anteed the upset for Rice. With 
Harknett 's third-set rally, the Owls 
put the finishing touch on a week-
end of two major upsets in less than 
24 hours. 

"It was good to go back-to-back," 
William Barker said. "Once we won 
the first one, we didn't relax. We 
weren't content with just winning 
one of the two, and we were able to 
win both. So it sends a signal to the 
rest of the nation. People want to 
come out and beat us now." 

The wins will propel the Owls 

higher in the national rankings and 
has already paid off for several indi-
v idua ls . Hae r l e , u n d e f e a t e d in 
singles play this spring, will likely 
be ranked nationally, and Richard 
Barker was named WAC Player of 
t h e W e e k . Richard B a r k e r 
downplayed the significance of such 
individual achievements. 

"It's really a testament to the way 
everyone played on the team," Rich-
ard Barker said. "Really, there are 
six guys who deserve WAC Player of 
the Week." 

The Owls have little time to enjoy 
their success, however, as today's 
doubleheader features two tough 
teams. The Seminoles took fifth-
ranked Florida to the final match, and 
the ()wls hope they can do better with 
their home-court advantage than Cali-
fornia and Stanford did with theirs. 

"If we win both of t h e s e 
matches this weekend, we will be a 
top-lOteam in the country," Richard 
B a r k e r said . " T h e r e ' s a lot of 
excitement being generated right 
now. We know we are a good team, 
and our goal is nothing short of an 
NCAA title, so I think last weekend 
just shows that we're ready." 

Baseball boasts versatile infield 
BASKBAIX, from Page 13 

"Every game we play, we're go-
ing to get better and figure out our 
weaknesses and see what we need 
to work on," Kolkhorst said. "We 
need to have better at-bats with run-
ners in scoring position; we need to 
try to make contact — still too many 
strikeouts; and defense." 

After fielding .980last season, sec-
ond-best in the nation, Rice is off to a 
.974 start thisyear, with four errors in 
four games, including two on one 
play Tuesday. After four games, head 
coach Wayne Graham has already 
experimented with several different 
infield looks. Graham started junior 
Clay Reichenbach at third base, but 
his hitting has not yet come around, 
and junior Adam Morris started at 
third base Sunday with freshman Josh 
Rodriguez at second base. 

The other major question mark 
is the bullpen, where sophomore 
right-hander Eddie Degerman has 
turned in the best performance so 
far with his four shutout innings 
Sunday. Sophomore le f t -hander 
Colin Matheny pitched a scoreless 
inning against Texas Saturday, while 
f reshman left-hander Josh Forester 
had his highs and lows against the 
Longhorns . Junior r igh t -hander 
Garrett Pennington made only one 
bad pitch Friday but proceeded to 
struggle again Tuesday, leaving the 
bullpen picture up in the air. 

"We're working on developing a 
reliable bullpen," Kolkhorst said. 
"Yes, we have great starting pitch-
ing, but right now they can't go com-
plete games. Some of those guys are 
going to have to figure out how to 
get the job done." 
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CALENDAR W E D N E S D A Y 

F R I D A Y M 
S H V Vision Weekend prospies arrive 

today. Everybody act normal. 

Vision Weekend 2004 is here, 
Be nice to all the prospies, 
because they will be around 
doing activities and stuff. 

Coca-Cola Classic. I know what 
you're thinking: Run Forest, run. 

The Coca-Cola Classic 
continues tonight, as the 
baseball team takes on Wake 
Forest at 6 p.m. at Reckling 
Park. Play ball! 

Lunar New Year 

The Vietnamese Student 
Association presents a Lunar 
New Year Festival tonight from 
7 to 10 p.m. in the Grand Hall of 
the Rice Memorial Center. 

Red Scare on Sunset 

The Rice Players will perform 
Red Scare on Sunset tonight and 
tomorrow night at 8 p.m. in 
Hamman Hall. Tickets are $5 
for students, $8 for faculty/staff 
and $10 for the general public. 
For more information, call 
(713) 348-PIAY. 

Not your average Musis. 

Sergiu Luca and Lynn Harrell 
perform tonight in a Shepherd 
School of Music faculty recital 
at 8 p.m. in Duncan Recital 
Hall. Admission is free. For 
more information contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

Do you have rhy thms? I know I 
don ' t . 

Tonight the Black Student 
Association. HACER and the 
Minority Interest Committee ' 
will host a Rhythms Party in 
the Baker Commons. 
Festivities start at 10 p.m. and 
last until 2 a.m. 

2:30 p.m. Get out of bed and 
into the game! 

Laura and the Downhome Boys 

A bluegrass concert to benefit 
the alternative spring break trip 
to Honduras will be held today 
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the Sid 
Commons. Tickets are $3 for 
students and $5 for all others. 

You're gonna stay up all night 
anyway, why not help children? 

Stayin' Awake for Kid's Sake, 
Wee University's second annual 
Dance Marathon event, will be 
held tonight from 8 p.m. to 
8 a.m. in the Grand Hall of the 
Rice Memorial Center. 

S U N D A Y 

Grab a straw Arizona ... cause 
you suck! 

Rice Baseball plays Arizona 
State today at 2:30 p.m. at 
Reckling Park. Sure there 's no 
kiss-cam, but at least it won't be 
minus 40 degrees. 

A rabbi, a Polish guy, and a 
conductor walk into a 
bar ... actually, I'm having 
second thoughts on this one. 

The Campanile Orchestra, 
conducted by Marlon Chen, 
performs tonight at 8 p.m. in 
Stude Concert Hall, l i t e 
Campanile Orchestra is made 
up of talented non-music majors 
who wish to continue their 
orchestral activities. Admission 
is free. 

S A T U R D A Y 

ESPN Bracket Buster 

Come watch the men's 
basketball team take on 
Ix)uisiana-I,afayette today at 
12:05 p.m. at Autry Court. 

Rise and shine, it's baseball 
time! 

Rice baseball takes on Cal 
State-Northridge today at 

M O N D A Y 

FresNOT gonna win this game. 

Rice men's basketball plays 
FYesno State tonight at 
7:05 p.m. at Autry Court. Come 
watch the Owls take on the 
WAC Bulldogs and send them 
back to the wasteland that is 
California's central valley. 

T U E S D A Y 

Jones Pub Night 

Jones Pub Night is tonight, so 
stroll on over to Pub and meet 
the friendly folks from Jones. A 
live band will be performing. 

I know you can get past the 
subtitles. 

As part of a series of East 
German films Jakob the Liar 
will be shown tonight at 7 p.m. 
at the Rice Media Center. The 
fdm is subtitled and admission 
is free. An introduction to the 
film will be given by Wee 
University German Professor 
Margret Eifler. 

What can't graduate students 
do? Oh yeah, be cool. 

The Shepherd School 
Symphony Orchestra, featuring 
a program of works by graduate 
students, performs tonight at 
8 p.m. in Stude Concert Hall. 
Admission is free. For more 
information, contact Tom 
Littman at (713) 348-4933. 

T H U R S D A Y 

The films continue. 

Naked Among Wolves, an East 
German work filmed on 
location at Buchenwald 
concentration camp, will be 
shown tonight at 7 p.m. at the 
University of Houston in the 
University Center Houston 

Room. An introduction to the 
film will be given by University 
of Houston German Professor 
Sandy Friedman. 

F R I D A Y 

The Crowne Plaza Rice Invita-
tional. 

The men's baseball team will 
kick off the invitational by 
playing North Carolina today at 
4:30 p.m. at Reckling Park. 

What is Spring Break? Spring 
Break is the time of the year 
when half the nation's coeds 
are in two pieces. 

Don't cry, but today is the last 
day of classes before spring 
break begins. Get a last whiff of 
Sewall, say goodbye to Fondren 
and get the heck out of here for 
a while. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

Starting at 

A T T E N T I O N J U N I O R S & S E N I O R S 
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JUNE 7-JULY 2, 2 0 0 4 BUSINESS BOOT CAMP 
FOR NON-BUSINESS MAJORS 

SUMMER BUSINESS INSTITUTE 
An Intensive Course in Business Essentials 
fo r Non-Business M a j o r s 

The job market today is challenging, demanding new 

employees be well versed in business concepts and practices 

The Summer Business Institute at SMU is designed for students 

like you, with little or no business training or experience, 

giving you an edge to compete for top positions in any field 

• One month, intensive cert i f icate program 

• Real-world business knowledge in: accounting, finance, 

marketing, operations management, presentation skills 

• Career planning assistance 

• Exceptional faculty 

• Nationally-ranked business school in the heart of Dallas, 

a major hub of business 

Registering N o w 
Early Application Deadline 
March 15, 2 0 0 4 

For more information: 
2 1 4 . 7 6 8 . 9 0 0 8 
sbi .cox.smu.edu 

Southern Methodist University will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex. age, disability, or veteran status, 
SMU s commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis ot sexual orientation. 

S C H O C) 1 C) F R U S 1 N F S S 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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For your enjoyment, we present to you Backpage Madlibs! For those of you who had no childhood, Madlibs are 
where you fill in the blanks with the kind of word indicated under them. Read the article silently to yourself, and 
whenever you come to a blank space, ask a friend (who hasn't read the article) for a word of that type. Or you could 
have a friend read the article to him or herself and ask you for words. For example, if there's a blank with the word 
"noun" under it, you ask for a noun to put in the blank: "pants" or "pantaloons," for example. It's not that hard. 

*DIS,CLAIMER* The Backpage is in no way responsible for any gross, dumb, perverted, offensive, tasteless, 
tactless, or just plain bad stuff that people write in these blanks. WE didn't write it, YOU did, you sick bastard. 

Key for the S/E: 
Because we know you don't 
know this stuff. 

/ 
n o u n — a person, place or thing 
same noun—the noun you just 
used 
verb — an action word 
adjective—a word describing a 
noun 
adverb — a word describing an 
verb 
gerund—word ending in "-ing" 
location — a place you can go 
name — proper noun 

Gillis-Camacho 
Craziness 

T h e Gillis-Camacho Study Break 

last T u e s d a y proved to be a big 

success . T h e theme , I theme ], 

proved to be [ adjective ]. S tudents 

were, as always, able to have the i r 

p i c t u r e t a k e n w i t h Gi l l i s a n d 

Cainacho. Gillis was d ressed as a 

J, while Camacho 
L noun/jKTson J 

adorned himself w i t h a l noun/pereon 1 

cos tume. T h e r e was plenty of food 

provided, including sandwiches and 

f I f 1 "We 
1 adjective J •• food ' ' 

e n c o u r a g e d all s t u d e n t s to s top 

I daily activity ] and c o m e on down 
t 0 f location ] for t h e s tudy 

b r e a k , " Gi l l i s s a i d . " W e w e r e 

[ ] with the resul ts ." 
1 emotion 1 

T h e r e was one b lemish on the 

night, when a(n) [ adjectiVf ] 

! ] burs t into the room 
1 administrator J 

and [ , ] all over Gillis' 
1 verb J 

[ ]. R U P D d e t a i n e d 
L noun J 

[ . ] be fo re h e / s h e 
L aforementioned administrator J 

b e c a m e too m u c h of a p rob lem and 

took h i m / h e r to [ location ], 

whe re h e / s h e would b e charged with 

I ]. "Oh, we all had a 
1 crime 1 ' 

[ ,. ,. . . ] time," Camacho 
L happy, smiley Camacho word J 

said. "Even we adminis t ra tors had a 

great t ime." 

"Zen convinced m e to eat some of 

the [ ]," Gillis said. "I couldn ' t 

th ink of a reason not to do it. After 

all, it 's for the s tudents ." 

Gillis and Camacho wanted to 

thank everyone who came to the 

s tudy break and wanted everyone to 

k n o w t h a t 

punchline from your favorite joke 

Dude, where's my 
[ ]?! 
L noun J 

You wake up one morning , and 

find that your [ ] is gone . 
J 1 noun * ° 

You rouse your [ a(,jpctive ] 

roommate , [ ], and tell h i m / 
9 1 name ' 

he r of the d isappearance of your 

prec ious [ ] . " O h n o ! " y o u r 
r 1 same noun J J 

r o o m m a t e says. "Let's g o ge t our 

[ . . ] and the [ ] 
1 plural noun J 1 more nouns J 

and g o find that thing!" 

S o m e w h a t c o n s o l e d by y o u r 

roommate ' s en thus iasm, you dec ide 

that you can afford to [ verb 1 

before you begin your search . After 

doing that, and doing it qui te well, if 

you do say so yourself , you call up 

your favorite detective, [ , , 1, 
J 9 1 detective name 1 9 

and tell h im to mee t you at the 

I location 1- Arriving at the 

I . 1, you look a round and 
1 same local ion 1 1 J 

who do you see but [ .... ]! 
J evil suprrvillain J 

"Nice [ ]," the villain smi rks 
1 noun J 1 

as you walk by. At this m o m e n t , you 

realize you've lost your [ ] 

roommate . The "Really damn [ 
adjective 

HOUSING 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Biking distance 
to Rice. Thoughtfully renovated one 
and two apts. with hardwood floors 
and central air. A one-bedroom apt. at 
1301 Richmond for $540, a two-bed-
room at 1301 Richmond for $680 and a 
large, two-bedroom, two-bath at 4200 
Mt. Vernon for $915. Please call 
Andover Apartments at (713) 524-3344. 

ROOMMATE WANTED. Female stu-
dent, 18-25, nonsmoker needed to 
share Montrose area apt. Call Jennifer 
at (832) 878-1305. 

GARAGE APT. One block from cam-
pus, hardwood floors, vaulted ceiling, 
ceiling fan, carpeted sleeping loft, lots 
of natural light, washer dryer, avail-
able Feb. 16. Call (713) 527-0505. No 
smokers or pets. 

Get in shape for 
Spring Break. 

Me and my 

noun 

"Oh no!" you say, as you reach for 

y ° U r I communications device 1- A s y O U 

attempt to contact your [explotivpdeleted ] 

roommate, the detective walks in. "I 

know who stole your stuff!" He ex-

claims. "It was that supervillain over 

there!" "Why, that I jnsult ]!"You 

growl. Qnsert badass fight scene with 

special effects, swords, subway trains, 

ninjasand an incredibly complex kung-

fu move involving two chickens and a 

week-old newspaper here.) 

After defeat ing the villain with 
object 

your trusty ,you discover 
daily activity 

11 adjective 
] and [ 

adjective 

New nightly drink specials! 

KELP WANTED 

MATH TUTOR WANTED to assist 
5th grade girl with basic math and 
reinforce classroom lessons. $30 per 
hour for approximately two hours per 
week. PreferTuesday/Thursday, right 
after school. References required. 
(713) 797-9988. 

PART-TIME ASSISTANT wanted to 
perform research and compile data 
into online database in preparation 
for white-collar criminal defense. Re-
quires proficiency in MS Windows 
and Office, Adobe Acrobat, and per-
forming searches using Internet, sub-
sc r i p t i on da ta s e r v i c e s ( i .e . 
LexisNexis, Hoovers) and library. Will 
train in database application and any 
additional application as necessary. 
Work one or more days per week at 
office near Greenway Plaza and po-
tentially in residence/col lege room. 
Project will ex tend into s u m m e r 
months and potentially through Oc-
tober 2004. Ideal position for pre-law 
student. Contact David (SRC '91) at 
(832) 651-3853 for more info or to 
schedule interview. 

SINGER STARTING CLASSIC ROCK 
band, looking for interested musicians. 
Keyboardists, guitarists, bassists and 
drummers welcome, singing skills a 
plus. For more information, contact 
David Dickson at (713) 348-1348 or 
ddickson@rice. edu. 

FREE LASER TREATMENTS for acne: 
looking for patients 18 and older with 
moderate to severe facial acne (approxi-
mately 20 lesions) and acne scarring 
willing to participate in our research 
study using the Smoothbeam laser. 
Treatments will be offered free of 
charge, and a $150 stipend will be paid 
at the completion of the study. For 
further information, call (713) 791-9966 
and ask for Ida. 

THE AMAZING KATIE STREIT 

t ha t h e / s h e d o e s n ' t h a v e y o u r 

[ . . j! You dec ide [ . ] 
1 lost object t o / t o not 

beat the shit out of [ detpc(jw | 

for lying to you, then take his [ , n ] 

and I w r b ] h is [ lainilymembcr(s) J. 

Discouraged , you head back to your 

] room in [ .. , , , , ] • 
1 adjective J 1 college or Martcl ' 

Walking in. you see [ _ a k . ] 

passed out [ adiecIivcorii(lvurb ] on your 

b e d , p r o b a b l y o v e r d o s e d on 
I noun l ' f gerund ' y 0 U 1 " ' lost 

]. T h i s pisses you off. so you 

, ] h i m / h e r and go 

. • 

"It's a personal choice to 
b e c o m e a vegan." 
"But why would you make a 
personal choice to suck?" 
— Conversation between 
anonymous Bakerites 

"How come we don't get a 
penis monologue?" 
"You don't need a penis 
monologue. Your penis 
never shuts the fuck up!" 
— Conversation between 

anonymous Baker male and 
female 

"It ge t s cumbersome to put 
things in your bra." 

— Anonymous Brown 
junior 

"I normally don't consider 
physicists as humans." 
— Anonymous Brown 

sophomore 

"Our relationships is built on 
subtlety. That, and me 
grabbing his ass." 
— Anonymous Will Rice 

freshman male 

"You're not a good 
Christian." 
"That's right, I'm Catholic." 

— Anonymous Jones 
freshmen 

"You should so hook me up 
with your brother." 
— Anonymous straight Jones 

sophomore male 

S e n d u s m i s c l a s s ! I t ' s 
f u n n i e r than the crap w e 
write , it's e a s i e r than r iding 
a b i k e ("your m o m " joke 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y a v o i d e d ) , 
a n d i t ' s bet ter than s e x . (Or 
m a y b e not . ) S e n d u s y o u r 
a m u s i n g m i s c l a s s a t 
backpage@rice. edu. 

]" Classifieds 
NEUROBIOLOGY IAB in the Medical 
Center seeks computer programmer. 
Exper ience with C, MATLAB and 
Macintosh required. 10-20 hours per 
week. Apply online at www. uth. tmc. edu/ 
jobs. Position #04-4426. 

WE ARE HIRING experienced swim 
instructors. WSI certification is not a 
requirement, but is encouraged. Flex-
ibility is the key to our summer pro-
gram. Please contact Jennifer Bunch 
at (713) 551-7209, ext. 3289. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR seasonal life-
guards. We offer American Red Cross 
lifeguard certification courses. Experi-
ence is a plus, flexibility is a must. Contact 
the Aquatics office at (713) 551-7209, ext. 
3290 for further details. 

WE NEED CANDIDATES who are 
computer literate and may have a ba-
sic knowledge of tennis, previous em-
ployment at a health club or have the 
energy and desire to be successful. 
Hours are flexible. Multiple positions 
available. Please contact Eric Striesfeld 
at (713) 551-7209, ext. 3277. 

RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS needed. 
The Jones School of Management is 
seeking volunteers who are fluent in 
English with normal or corrected to 
normal vision to participate in studies 
related to development of a computer 
task for measuring social and market-
ing phenomena. The study takes about 
45 minutes and pays $8. For more infor-
mation, please e-mail implirit@rice.edu. 

BARTENDERS are in demand!!! Have 
fun!!! Make $$$! Meet people!!! Job 
placement assistance is top priority. 
*Ask about our special student dis-
count*. American Bartending Acad-
emy, 10555 Northwest Freeway Ste. 
#230. Call now!!! (713) 688-9991. 
www.houstonbartending.coni. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT > 
1100/ACT>24/GPA> 3.0/ages 19-29. 
Nonsmokers. All races needed, espe-
cially Asian. Must have transportation. 
Inquire at info@eggdonorcenter.com 

TRASH THE THRESHER! Please re-
cycle this newspaper when you've fin-
ished reading it. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SPRING BREAK2004!Travel with STS, 
America's #1 student tour operator to 
Cancun, Acapulcoand Florida. Biggest 
parties, best clubs! Book your trip now! 
Call for group discounts. Information/ 
Reservations at (800) 648-4849 or 
www.ststravel. com. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
priorto Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:implirit@rice.edu
http://www.houstonbartending.coni
mailto:info@eggdonorcenter.com
http://www.ststravel

