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Media focus on scandal 
Strippers allegedly hired by students at off-campus parties 

by Mark Berenson and Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Rice made national sports headlines this 
week after a report from the Denver Rocky 
Mountain News mentioned Rice as one school 
where student-athletes hire strippers to per-
forin at parties intended to impress recruits. 

Steve D>wer, president of Hardbodies En-
tertainment, Inc., was quoted in a story about 
recruiting parties involving strippers at the 
University of Colorado. Ixiwer said his com-
pany provides strippers to student-athletes at 
a number of schools. 

"We've done it for [Colorado State Univer-
sity] and [the University of Northern Colo-
rado)," Ix>wer said. "It's not a big issue. We 
have an office in Houston, and we've done it 
for the University of Houston and Rice Univer-
sity. We have an office in I.as Vegas, and we've 
done it for [the University of Nevada]." 

Lower was interviewed along with Rice 
Athletic Director Bobby May (Will Rice '65) 
and University of Houston Athletic Director 
Dave Maggard on KTRH radio Tuesday night. 
May said Lower was referring to Rice stu-
dents, not necessarily student-athletes, and 
that the allegations had no basis. 

"He said that there was no allegation that 
anyone in authority at Rice had anything to do 
with any of the allegations, and in fact he went 

on to say he was not even sure if the allega-
tions included student-athletes," May said. 

A manager at the Houston branch of 
Hardbodies Entertainment also said nothing 
was known about who watched the strippers. 

"Those parties were for students, and they 
were all off-campus parties," the manager, 
who declined to give his name, said. "I don't 
know if they were for recruits or not." 

Despite the backtrackings, the allegations 
were the lead story on at least two Houston 
television stations Tuesday night and were 
featured on several others. The story also 
appeared in national print media outlets such 
as the San Jose Mercury-News and Internet 
n e w s s o u r c e s such as E S P N . c o m and 
SportsIllustrated.com. 

Vice President for Public Affairs Terry 
Shepard issued a statement outlining Rice's 
response Tuesday night. 

"Rice President Malcolm Gillis has asked 
two people — the vice president for student 
affairs and the athletic director — to look into 
whether any such events occurred on campus 
and to reiterate to all students and coaches 
Rice's standards on the matter," Shepard said. 

May said the Athletics Department has 
already concluded its portion of the investiga-
tion. 

"What we've done is we've checked our 
See S T R I P P E R S . Page 7 

Tuition increases continue 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EIMT0RIAI. STAFF 

Tuition for returning students will increase 
by $350 in 2004-'05, while tuition for incoming 
students will rise from $18,850 to $20,350. The 
change represents an 8-percent increase over 
tuition for this year's freshman class. 

Tuition rates for next year were decided at 
the December meeting of the Board of Trust-
ees and were announced yesterday. 

The increase for returning students is gov-
erned by Rice's tuition indexing program, which 
ties tuition costs to the CPI. an economic index 
that tracks the average annual change in prices 
of a representative group of consumer goods 
and services. However, in December of 2002, 
the board announced the tuition indexing p r o 
gram was being discontinued effective for the 
Class of 2008, meaning tuition can increase at 
any rate in subsequent years. 

Budget Director Kathy Collins said the 
elimination of tuition indexing played no role 
in setting freshman tuition for next year. 

"I don't think there was any effect at all," 
Collins said. "Even in previous years, when 
indexing was fully in place, there was never a 
connection." 

Collins said despite the increase in fresh-
man tuition, which is Rice's largest in nearly a 
decade (See Chart, Page 6), she expects Rice's 

tuition to stay relatively low compared to its 
peer institutions. 

"We obviously keep an eye on what other 
schools are doing, and we want to continue that 
track, which has been about $9,(MX) to $10,(XX) 
below [our peer schools]," Collins said. "We 
figure our increase of $1,500 will be in line with 
what other schools are likely to do." 

Princeton University announced earlier this 
month that its tuition will increase by $1,370 — 
or 4.8 percent — to $29,910. Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis announced a similar in-
crease of $1,400, resulting in a total of $29,700. 

Rice announced several fee increases in 
addition to tuition. Room and board fees for on-
campus students are increasing by$500,6.3 per-
cent, to $8,380. Rice's room and board costs 
about 10 percent less than its peer institutions. 

Collins said room and board must increase 
because Housing and Dining is run as an 
auxiliary operation — meaning it must cover 
its own costs, which include debt service on 
recent construction projects. 

"Room and board rates increase to cover the 
costs of running the colleges, which includes 
the labor, utilities, the cost of food as well as 
debt service on the buildings," Collins said. 

'Tuition fees are set as part of the overall 
budget process, and tuition changes are af-
fected bv cost changes." 

See TUITION, Page 6 

JENN MOIHOLT/THRESHER 

The Student Association presidential candidates (Left to Right: Hanszen College junior 
Parisa Azamian, Will Rice College junior Derrick Matthews, Lovett College junior William 
McKee and Baker College junior Alan Pham) at the debate Monday night. 

Candidates: SA needs to 
publicize and reorganize 

Bv Risa Gordon 
THRESHER STAFF 

The Student Association needs to be 
restructured in order to gain the respect of 
students and administrators, the four can-

! didates for SA president agreed during the 
SA presidential debate Monday night. The 
General Elections open at noon today and 
close 1 p.m. Wednesday. 

Candidates for president are Hanszen 
Col lege jun io r Par i sa Azamian, Will 
Rice College junior Derrick Matthews, 
Lovett College junior William McKee 
and Baker College junior Alan Pham. 

RBT Station Manager Richard Adams, 
Thresher Editor in Chief Mark Berenson 
and KTRU Station Manager Amie Knieper 
moderated the debate, which lasted about 
80 minutes. 

Candidates were first given three min-
utes to describe their highest priorities for 
the SA next year. 

Azamian said her top priorities would 
be improving communication — including 
making a working Web site — and restruc-
turing the SA. 

Matthews said his top priority is the 
reorganization of the SA, including a differ-
ence in the way issues are chosen to be 
addressed at the beginning of the year. He 
said senators should find out what is most 
important to students and base the agenda 
on those issues, rather following a pre-set 

Ticket revenue reduces 
parking fee increases 

Change pass/fail to grade 

INSIDE 

by Ian Everhart 
THRESHER STAFF 

Next year's parking fees will in-
crease less than expected thanks to 
higher-than-expected revenues from 
parking tickets. 

Pres ident Malcolm Gillis ap-
proved the 2004-'05parking fee struc-
ture proposed by the University 
Standing Committee on Parking, and 
rates across the board have risen 
about 10-15 percent. 

Associate Vice President for Fi-
nance and Administrat ion Noill 
Binford said the committee needed 
to increase fees as a step toward the 
university's goal of having the park-
ing and transportation departments 
operate at no deficit by fiscal year 
2012. Currently, the departments are 

projected to have a deficit of $666,254 
this year. 

"Within a decade from when we 
started, we should be in a break-
even position," Binford said. "That's 
a big change." 

Returning students will pay $130 
to park in the W< st Lot, a 14-percent 
rise from the $114 fee last year. Per-
mits for the North, South and Baker 
College Lots will increase by 16 per-
cent, from $ 154 last year to $180. The 
Greenbriar 1-ot will cost 11 percent 
more — $60 from $54 last year. Stu-
dents in the South Stadium D)t will 
pay $ 1(H). up from $75. Hie shuttle 
fee will also increase, to $50 from $46. 

In all lots, freshmen will pay a 
surcharge of $145, from $136 last 
year. 

See FEKS, Page 8 

Today is your last chance to convert a pass/fail 
from last semester to its earned grade, so be sure 
to stop by the Registrar's Office before 5 p.m. 

Valentine's Day 
Tomorrow is Valentine's Day, so remember to 

get that special someone something, well, special. 
If you don't have that someone, you can find them 
when you go pick up your results of the HUGS 
Dating Survey at the Rice Program Council crush 
party in Willy's Pub from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Even it 
you didn't take the survey come anyway and take 
part in the $2 specials. 

Scoreboard 

Women's Tennis 
Rice 1, LSU 6 
Rice 1, Florida State 5 
Women's Swimming 
SMU 124, Rice 8 1 
Women's Basketball 
Boise State 49, Rice 75 
Men's Basketball 
Rice 69, Boise State 80 

OPINION Page 
The value of the two-headed president 

A&E 
Betting "Lost" on DVD 

SPORTS 
BT/v / hate TCU 

Page 18 

Page 20 

Quote of the Week 

"I have never found students to be shy about letting 
me and other administrators know about their desires." 
— Associate Vice President for Finance and Administra-
tion Neili Binford, on how students have reacted to 
parking, and probably other topics as well, over the 
ages at Rice. See Feature, Page 13. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Rain. 48-38 degrees 
Saturday 
Rain, 59-39 degrees 
Sunday 
Mostly cloudy, 65-48 degrees 

list of issues generated by the president. 
McKee said his goals are to show Presi-

dent-elect David l^eebron Rice's unique-
ness, push for the building of a new recre-
ation center, help develop changes to the 
alcohol policy and run SA programs more 
effectively. McKee also said he wants to 
create an annual SA gift that would address 
a specific problem at Rice. 

Pham said his two goals are to inject the 
SA with passion and pride and to listen to 
students who do not currently have a voice 
in the SA. 

After the opening statements, the mod-
erators asked all the candidates nine ques-
tions. The order in which the candidates 
answered the questions was chosen ran-
domly before the debate. 

When asked how they would keep ad-
ministrators from becoming too control-
ling in student life, all the candidates agreed 
that preserving student autonomy is im-
portant and said they would work to ensure 
that the administration gave students as 
much freedom as possible. 

Pham, Azamian and McKee they would 
work to improve communication between 
administrators and students. Azamian said 
the SA should be assertive in defending 
students' rights, while Pham said students 
should plan safe, enjoyable events in order 
to gain administrators' respect. McKee said 
it is important to approach administrators 

See DEBATES, Page 5 
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the Rice Thresher 

Co-presidents: great in 
theory, not in practice 

Two h e a d s are not bet ter than one when it comes to the Student 
Association presidency. T h e r e are many reasons why co-presidents 
may s e e m to be a good idea. But like communism, it only works in 
theory and rarely in practice. 

First, the SA presidency is an executive office, not a debate team. 
Two unique perspect ives only make it ha rde r for co-presidents to act 
in a t imely and coherent manner . Fur the rmore , the consequences of 
a falling-out between the co-presidents would be disastrous. 

Second, it is ha rde r for s tudents to effectively communica te with 
two people than it is to communica te with one. T h e co-presidents are 
supposed to act as a single officer, both a t tending every event and 
reading every e-mail. But the temptat ion to divide the labor could 
prove too s t rong to resist . It is all too easy for each co-president to 
ignore a reques t , believing that t he o ther will take care of it, or at tend 
al ternate mee t ings to save time. 

Finally, dur ing the campaign, prospective co-presidents have 
two circles of f r iends to draw from. In a school as small as Rice, this 
is a h u g e advantage, which we feel is unfair. 

An office so divided cannot stand. Vote in suppor t of the referen-
d u m on the SA constitutional changes in the General Elections to do 
away with co-presidencies. 

Spend $2, save Beer-Bike 
T h e r e is noth ing quite like Beer-Bike. W h e n else do you have an 

excuse to ge t wasted before lunch (or breakfas t )? 
Right now Beer-Bike receives $3 of blanket tax funds, the same 

amoun t it received nine years ago. T h e costs su r rounding the race 
have risen and funding h a s not kept pace. T h e b leachers and fenccs 
cost m o r e every year. Even the race itself has grown, with Martel 
College taking the track for the first t ime in 2002. 

P lanners have been s t ruggl ing to make e n d s meet , but without 
m o r e funding, much of what we take for gran ted — including f ree 
pizza and dr inks — will have to disappear . 

Vote for a blanket tax increase for Beer-Bike in the General 
Elections. Two more dollars is hardly enough to buy a beer , but it is 
enough to ensu re that Beer-Bike will remain the same unique Rice 
tradition we all love. 

Pass the damn constitution 
It's b e c o m e a tradition in every recent election — the referendum 

to ratify the University Blue constitution. Because U. Blue receives blanket 
tax money, their leadership is required to be elected by the student body. 
Someone is running for editor but this is technically illegal; U. Blue's 
current constitution has no provision for an elected editorship. 

Each t ime a legal consti tution is put on the ballot, it fails because 
fewer than the required 20 percen t of the s tudent body votes on the 
r e f e rendum. T h u s the magazine remains in consti tutional limbo. 

Rice University deserves a well-run, top-rate literary magazine, and 
our s tudent body certainly has the talent to produce one. However, in 
past years the magazine has not lived up to its potential. Reaching the 
editors can be difficult. Submission deadlines are not always clear. It 
is distributed too late in the year and is often hard to find. 

Accountabil i ty is why we elect the leadersh ip of KTRU, RBT, the 
Thresher and even Sammy the Owl. Wi thout s tudent choice, an 
organizat ion cannot serve s tudent needs . 

Help r e s c u e U. Blue f rom this administrat ive limbo: Ratify their 
const i tut ion. Elect ing the editor is the only way to provide the 
accountabil i ty necessa ry to take the first s teps in making U. Blue the 
well-run literary outlet it should be. 

Extra word has purpose 
T h e upcoming Genera l Elections ballot contains a r e f e r endum to 

c h a n g e the hono r pledge to read "unauthorized aid" instead of 
mere ly "aid." On the surface, this is a petty change . 

But there is a reason behind the semantics. Although every student 
knows using a textbook on an open-book exam is not a violation, lawyers 
may claim to not know, and creative lawyers can mean trouble. 

Th i s c h a n g e is not about what you write on your exam — it 
actually doesn ' t mat te r what you write on your exam because the 
p ledge is implicit. Instead, the change is about clarifying the stan-
da rds that we all are agree ing to uphold. 

While we were mixed in our opinions on th is change , we strongly 
suppor t the o ther t h ree Honor Council c h a n g e s on the ballot — all 
of which m a k e minor procedura l changes . 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the T h r e s h e r 
editorial staff. 

KAiBOB 

CATERING* C°U-KC£ 

RECRUITMENT 

BASHES SINCE 1 3 1 2 

( n o w a c c t f K n ^ "le*r<v 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Columnist'ignorantly' 
misdiagnoses SA 
To the editor: 

Last week's column, "SA floun-
dering in apathy, dull triviality," 
(Feb. 6) had two good facts: Student 
Association Senate meetings don't 
produce ideal open discussions and 
a complete leadership turnover 
within the SA is bad for the SA. 
That's where my agreement ends. 
SA Senate meetings handle the 
legislative tasks of the SA. It just so 
happens thai we have mini-discus-
sions about topics that are of inter-
est to the ent i re Senate. The 
substantive discussions should and 
do happen in more specific meet-
ings with smaller groups. 

My real objection lies not with 
the mee t ing problems Mark 
Berenson has identified, but his the-
sis that organizational meetings and 
low candidate numbers signify a 
comatose SA. I must say that I'm 
very surprised to see that someone 
with as much alleged knowledge of 
university workings as Berenson 
thinks that the weekly SA Senate 
meetings comprise the majority of 
the discussion and work of the SA. 

If that were the case, SA meetings 
would last at least three hours, and 
no one, sans Berenson, would like 
that situation. That's why we have a 
committee system. That's why many 
important discussions are held at the 
college level. With the undergradu-
ate student government structure, 
we have the opportunity to split dis-
cussions and allow more people to 
give input. In this system we have 
accomplished a lot. Anyone who has 
heard the State of the University ad-
dress would probably agree. 

I'm not saying that the SA cannot 
improve structurally; in fact, inter-
nal SA issues were probably the 
weakest part of our co-Presidency, 
but to say that the SA is dying is 
simply ignorant. 

Bryan Debbink 
Wiess senior 

5/4 co-President 

Thresher, advisers 
wrong due to Registrar 
To the editor: 

Last Friday, I at tempted to 
change the course number for some 
classes on the last day to add courses 
with a fee. As per instructions from 
the Thresher (Inside Box, Feb. 6) 
and my academic adviser, I went 
online to ESTHER to do this. Unfor-
tunately, both the often-reliable 
Thresher and academic adviser were 
wrong according to Registrar Jerry 
Montag. Adding had to be done in 

person, and now if I am to still add, 
I must jump through the extra ob-
stacles of petitioning the University 
Standing Committee on Examina-
tions and Standing. 

The problem is that the Registrar's 
Office did a poor job of disseminating 
instructions on how to add a class 
under our new online system. As 
we're all learning to use ESTHER, it 
is absolutely imperative that the 
Registrar's Office is clear on how to 
use the system. Many students rely 
on the Thresher and academic advis-
ers for instruction, and apparently 
there was a gap in communication 
between them along with students 
and the Registrar's Office. This is 
unfortunate in that it causes many 
students to go out of their way by 
petitioning in order to accomplish 
what should have been a relatively 
easy and pain-free task. 

The Registrar's Office should 
keep a close eye on the instructions 
given out in the Thresher since many 
students go by that, and should be 
swift to correct any misinformation 
given out through e-mails to the stu-
dents. In addition, the Registrar's 
Office must not forget to fill in aca-
demic advisers of the proper steps 
that students need to take in order 
to add/drop. Hopefully these small, 
but inconvenient blunders can be 
avoided in future use of ESTHER. 

Josef Sifuentes 
Martel senior 

Too many 'rules' could 
kill fun at Autry Court 
To the editor: 

As I read Dylan Hedrick's com-
mentary in last week's Thresher sports 
section ("Even Jungle Gyms need 
ground rules," Feb. 6), I realized how 
far die student section has come in 
supporting Rice basketball. At the same 
time, it occurred to me that Hedrick 
focused more on the negative aspects 
ofthe game, rather than concentrating 
on the leaps and bounds the student 
section has made this season. 

Home cour t advantage has 
always been an important aspect of 
any team's success ; however, 
enforcing "rules" on the student sec-
tion will only negate the crowd's 
enthusiasm. Although the student 
section at one point did swear, it was 
an emotional response to an inten-
tional foul that endangered one of 
our players, effectively no different 
from Hedrick's ridiculing of Stanford 
University's Matt Haryasz. 

Additionally, heckling opponents 
is a common practice in most sports, 
and limits should not be placed on 
what students can or cannot say, 
especially when the chant is more 
creative than the subpar Rice stan-
dard of > ) u suck." After all, the 

students are simply trying to create 
an environment as hostile as those 
of our opponents when our teams 
play away from Autry Court. 

On a more positive note, both the 
community and the coaches have ex-
pressed their gratitude for the in-
creased fervor at home games. I hope 
that the student section will remain as 
loud and numerous as it has been 
thus far this season when the Owls 
return home to face the University of 
Tulsa tomorrow at 1:05 p.m. to begin 
their important four-game homestand. 

Luke Oilman 
Lovett sophomore 

DUI punishment may 
be inconsistent 
To the editor: 

How can a Rice student get a 
felony theft charge after stealing a 
golf cart for a harmless joyride, while 
a staff member who speeds through 
campus while drinking and driving 
doesn't even get a ticket? 

I can't say with any certainty that 
this is a case of unequal treatment 
under the law, or that the administra-
tion is trying to cover up a potentially 
embarrassing situation, but 1 can't 
help feeling that something is wrong. 

See DUI, Page 4 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 

Letters 
• f e t t e r s to the edi tor 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to thresher@rice. edu. 
let ters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include a 
phone number. 
• Let ters should be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length. The Thresher reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Uresherm (713) 348-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified adver t i sements . 
Please contact the 77i resher 
for more information. 
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Guest column 

Co-Presidents get more done, not less 
"Two h e a d s are better than one," 
goes the old adage. Accordingly, 
Student Association co-presidents 
can be better than a single person 
filling the same role. 

Having two people fill 
one job with the same 
level of responsibility, 
power and commitment 
means that the burden, 
which otherwise might 
be more than one person 
can bear, is handled more 
efficiently and more com-
pletely. Increasing the 
burden on the vice presi-
dents isn't always the 
answer and isn't always 
possible, for reasons I'll 
go into below. 

Co-presidents provide more 
benefits than just this one, how-
ever. First and foremost, having 
two people in the office means that 
twice the intellect and twice as 
many hands are applied to every 
task. The SA Constitution states 
that both must attend all the meet-

that a single president would, 
ling that co-presidents cannot 
up the workload —there must 

be overlap. The office is not repre-
sented if only one of the co-presi-
dents is present. 

However, this means both office-
holders have the ability to hear and 
absorb everything that a single per-
son would only get one shot at. Two 
people can complement each other, 
picking up bits of information that 
their partner might have missed, 
and interpreting things slightly dif-
ferently. It also cuts down signifi-
cantly on the chance that something 
is unheard or misunderstood. 

Jack 
Hardcastle 

Two people means twice as many 
e-mails can be sent in the same 
amount of time. It means that twice 
as many phone calls can be made, 

twice as many constitu-
ents can be consulted and 
twice as many senators 
can be individually con-
ferred with. The overall 
exposure of the office is 
increased, which is always 
good for the SA. Having 
two people checking the 
same inbox means that 
there is a much higher 
likelihood that an e-mail is 
received and processed 
quickly and efficiently. 
Two people can remind 

each other of different events that 
need to be attended, different tasks 
that need to be completed and dif-
ferent opinions that different people 
have offered. 

The SA president is privileged to 
a lot of information that other stu-
dents are not. The president attends 
meetings with the Board of Trust-
ees, the university president, the 
university vice presidents and the 
college presidents. The internal and 
external vice presidents do not have 
that kind of access, so the argument 
that placing more responsibility on 
their shoulders will lighten the load 
doesn't seem to solve one of the 
basic problems. 

A president and vice president 
don't afford the same respect that 
two people elected as one entity to 
the highest office in the organiza-
tion do. To have two co-presidents 
speaks of the respect the student 
body has in those two individuals. 
That is not to say that vice presi-

dents are not respected, but that 
role is not something for which 
they are elected. 

Some argue that a rift between 
the co-presidents could become a 
serious problem for the SA, and I 
don't argue with that. However, if 
two people are going to sit down 
and decide to devote a year to 
something as large as the office of 
president of the SA, they have to 
be very close friends. Granted, 
friends often have disagreements, 
but it is very unusual that discord 
rises to the point they are no 
longer friends. No matter brought 
to the Student Association is so 
large that it could jeopardize a 
strong relationship. 

Personally, as part of the execu-
tive committee, I have had my fair 
share of moments in which I was 
glad that two pres idents were 
elected, and also moments where I 
was not so happy. Meetings are not 
run as efficiently as they could be, 
and sometimes the co-presidents 
haven't completely communicated 
with each other prior to presenting 
something to the Executive Com-
mittee or the senate. 

Overall, though, I would argue 
that the good has far outweighed 
the bad. I believe that the two indi-
viduals currently in office, with the 
help of their EC and a dedicated 
senate, have accomplished a great 
deal of things — far in excess of 
what a single person would be ca-
pable of doing, ^or me, at least, the 
track record speaks for itself. 

Jack Hardcastle is a IVipss College 
sophomore and Student Association 
Director of Technology. 

Rice Voices 

Women must self-promote 
before skills can pay off 

Noorain 
Khan 

Guest column 

Late classes too surreal to be educational 
A couple of weeks ago, after long-
term requests of a computer graphics 
instructor and several students, the 
3D Animation class at Cincinnati State 
Technical and Community 
College was scheduled in 
a new and somewhat 
unconventional slot: 
10:30 p.m. to l:50a.tn.The 
professor, in support of his 
request, said that this was 
simply an effort to gener-
ate more interactivity in 
classrooms. 

Realizing that the aver-
age college student is more 
focused and energized in 
the latter portion of the 
night and into the early morning, the 
instructor saw this as a trial to see how 
students' habits and attitudes toward 
class would change if class was held 
during their optimal conscious period. 
The question, however, is whether 
this tactic will prove to be the saving 
grace for all college classes or a great 
detriment to the educational process. 

Clearly, education is more than 
just books. The college experience 
goes well beyond midterms and the 
classroom. It is preparation for the 
real world. 

Colleges strive to provide the great-
est opportunities to their students, in-
cluding knowledge and experience, 
so that they are fully prej)ared to go 
into the real world, whatever their pro-
spective occupations may be. Herein 
lies the most contested aspect of the 
scheduling change: Although it may 
keep students awake in class, will it 
best prepare them for what is to 
come afterwards? 

In this sense, there are several 
disadvantages to this course time. 
The first and most obvious is that life 
is not as accommodating as we would 
all like it to be. If classes are changed 
to suit the students' wishes, they will 
grow accustomed to having every-
thing done and changed with their 
interests in mind. They will not learn 
the importance of adaptability. 

Second, because the "real world" 
does not revolve around the noctur-

J 
Rohit 

Padmanabhan 

students will grow increasingly ac-
customed to a schedule that will be 
the antithesis of that which they will 
face in just a few years. 

In addition, those stu-
dents who have been flex-
ible enough to adapt to the 
normal class schedule 
would be penalized fortheir 
good study habits. The 
mind has been scientifically 
proven to work more effi-
ciently in the morning than 
at night, so the unconven-
tional time slot could prove 
detrimental to a great 
majority, if not all, of the 
students affected. 

However, if looked at in the short 
term, the change is sure to help 
students take advantage of the in-
credible opportunities provided to 
them. Students who attended these 
night classes would, for the most 
part, be much more awake than if 
they had 8 a.m. classes. 

While science tells us the stu-
dents will learn less, the students 
might be more enthused to learn 
about the material covered in class. 
They might study what material they 
did learn out of interest rather than 
out of mere necessity, since they 
would be going to class on a sched-
ule they defined as ideal rather than 
on one created and enforced by 
somebody else. 

Students might be more likely to 
understand material for their own 
betterment, rather than memorizing 
it to do well on a midterm, and might 
gain appreciation of their experience 
instead of simply going through their 
expected academic routines. 

Perhaps this tactic may work; 
only time and observation of the 
trial will tell. But as a general prin-
ciple, I really don't believe this 
should be duplicated. I am not a 
morning person myself, but I man-
age to get up as early as necessary to 
attend my classes. 

Having the occasional class avail-
able late at night should perhaps be 
an option for students who want to 

function better at night. There are 
night shifts and many other jobs 
that have similar schedules to those 
of college students, so maybe the 
change can, in some sense, repre-
sent the real world. 

But the majority of classes should 
remain in the daytime — or at least in 
the early evening for those who work 
during the day and attend night 
school — just as the majority of full-
time jobs are worked during daytime 
shifts. For the newly graduated noc-
turnal student, it is a matter of disci-
pline and adaptability, two very im-
portant aspects required of one to 
adapt to the daytime schedule of the 
real world. 

Rohit Padmanabhan is a Sid 
Richardson College sophomore. 

L a d i e s , it 's time to sell your-
selves. Be shameless when it 
comes to your future job — let 
your boss know that you are not 
only worth keeping, 
but worth promoting 
as well. 

Even in today's al-
legedly equal world, 
women executives are 
still few and far be-
tween, and often, inad-
equately compensated. 
In a recent study con-
ducted by Catalyst, 
women accounted for 
only 15.7 percent of 
corporate officer posi-
tions and 5.2 percent of 
top earners in the Fortune 500, as 
determined by Fortune Magazine. 
While there is little doubt that 
progress has been made in re-
cent years, these numbers show 
that much is left to be done. 

Numerous factors contribute 
to these dismal numbers. Groups 
like the National Organization of 
Female Executives argue that if 
barriers are to fall, companies 
must reconsider their promotion 
and compensation policies, help 
women network and cleanse the 
corporate culture of stereotypes. 
These solutions will most cer-
tainly take time and a change in 
our entire society's attitude. 

But women today do not have 
time to wait: they must take it 
upon themselves to move up in 
the corporate world. 

Women work hard and expect 
to be noticed — and subsequently 
promoted by their bosses. Accord-
ing to an article in the Feb. 4 Wall 
Street Journal, even during their 
education, hard work is the driv-
ing force for women — girls read 
and spend far more time on their 
homework than boys. 

Since the Journal reports that 
the women often outperform men 
academically from grade school 
through graduate school and en-
ter the business world on equal 
footing, what creates the incred-
ible disparity between women and 
men in the years that follow? 

Unfortunately, the Journal ar-
ticle goes on to say, the good-girl 
or good student behavior of girls 
that once helped them get ahead 
in school tends to hold them back 
in the working world. Terri Dial, 
president and chief financial of-
ficer of Wells Fargo Bank said, 
"Good girls don't advertise, only 

prostitutes advertise: We feel dirty 
promoting ourselves." 

Men do not show the same 
attitude with respect to self p r o 

motion — they are of-
ten more daring and 
asse r t ive when it 
comes to selling them-
selves . T h e double 
standard in this situa-
tion is clear: When a 
man exemplifies these 
traits, he's a go-getter, 
but when a woman as-
se r t s herse l f , she ' s 
called a bully. (There 
is even a rehabilitation 
pr jgram in California 
lor overly aggressive 

female executives called the Bully 
Broads program.) 

So what 's a girl to do? Know 
what you are worth and take the 
initiative to approach your boss 
to ge t what you th ink you 
deserve. Patty Morrison, chief 
information officer at Office De-
pot Inc., said, "I don't think 
women ask for raises. You've 
got to have the conversation If 
you're more valuable, you need 
to say something." 

For example, several weeks 
ago, a close friend approached 
me about the salary offered to 
her for a job she was consider-
ing for next year. She was some-
what surprised and dismayed by 
the pay offered to her. She did 
her research, found an estimate 
of how much Rice graduates in 
her major were making, as well 
as the average entering salary 
at comparable companies. She 
took these numbers to the com-
pany and while I would like to 
say it made a difference, the 
company's offer did not change. 
However, should she ever face 
the same situation again, she 
now has the confidence and ex-
perience to make an effective 
request when needed. 

Women: You know what your 
accomplishments are and how hard 
you work; now it is your turn to be 
rewarded. Newly empowered 
women who are equipped with the 
skills to promote themselves can 
be a scary thought for the corpo-
rate world—but they are not nearly 
as scary as the statistics that show 
how far behind women are in sal-
ary and representation. 

Noorain Khan is a Martel College 
sophomore. 
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el One sells out America's students 
And makes millions in the process 

Illustration by John Donaleski 
Page Design by Catherine Adcock 

Catherine 
Adcock 

"Close your textbooks. Turn on 
the TV." 

Fvery day, millions of students 
across America hear these words 
from their teachers. But 
in place of a generic PBS 
special, many students 
view 12 minutes of flashy 
graphics, advertisements 
and news. 

The 13-year-old Chan-
nel One gives public 
schools VCRs and TVs in 
exchange for showing a 
daily 12-minute news 
show, replete with adver-
tisements, which every 
student must watch. 

On the surface, it ap-
pears to be civic giving: free TVs, 
VCRs and news. That is until you 
remember the commercials and fluff 
that constitute broadcasts. 

Channel One might not be as 
damaging as ubiquitously available 
methamphetamines, but the broad-
casts are often worse in quality than 
the kind you'd find on local news 
channels, and the products they 
push (to a captive audience) are 
more health-threatening than a Big 
Mac-laden diet. 

Students get the shaft 
It's easy to argue that an advertis-

ing for news and equipment tradeoff 
is worthwhile, but the news and the 
current event discussions are ex-
tremely limited. 

Out of those 12 daily minutes of 
Channel One, the media watch 
group Fairness and Accuracy In 
Reporting notes that only a fraction 
is "hard" news. 

Two minutes are clear-cut 
commercials; eight or nine minutes 
deal with soft news including 
prerecorded features on topics as 
hard-hitting as how Nike shoes are 
made; and as little as one minute 
covers national or international 
events. 

In a desperate attempt to main-
tain the interest of jaded viewers, 
Channel One utilizes features of fluff 
and overdramatized news stories. 
These programs bear more resem-
blance to glitzy commercials than to 
any in-depth analysis of news. 

Channel One is often compared 
to MTV in its presentation and un-
derground youth culture in its style. 

Channel One has little room for 
real analysis — its programs groom 
future news consumers capable only 
of watching news rife with dazzling 
graphics and sound effects, not un-
like that of Fox News. 

The consumption of such low 
grade news isn't the most destruc-
tive part of Channel One. The most 
destructive part of it is that it con-

s t i t u t e s a pipel ine 
straight from major cor-
porations into the con-
sumer desires of a cap-
tive teenage audience. 

Not only does Channel 
One receive the implicit 
endorsement of schools as 
an unbiased and valuable 
news source, but it also 
shows public service 
announcements engaging 
the s tudents ' t rust in 
Channel One 's civic 
minded goals. If student's 

had bullshit alarms, these tactics 
would disarm them. But, at the age 
of 12, most haven't even mastered 
the media savvy necessary to discern 
between real news, news-like 
advertising and real advertising, 
especially when Channel One so 
expertly blurs the lines. 

Not that students aren't immune to 
the whims of commercial fads—those 
L A Gear high tops I had in fourth 
grade were damn hot. But never did 
I view one of those iconic, well-pro-
duced L A Gear ads in school, where 
educators would seem to be endors-
ing the product. 

Of course, not all Channel One 
programming is defacto endorsed by 
those who press the play button. But, 
schools have no choice about what is 
viewed on Channel One — there is 
no oversight. Teachers and students 
are not allowed to cover it up, turn it 
down or walk out of the room. The 
contract stipulates the broadcasts 
must not be obstructed and must be 
shown at a prescribed volume setting. 

In 2001, an Ohio brother and sis-
ter walked out on a Channel One 
broadcast with religious objections 
to watching television. They were 
quickly sent to a juvenile detention 
center for breaking truancy laws. 

The products pushed onto these 
students are worse for them than 
the news that is broadcast. 

This past summer, the Texas 
Board of Education decided against 
allowing soda companies, like Coca-
Cola, to have exclusive "pouring 
rights" in school. 

These contracts between bottling 
companies and schools require that 
only the company's products are sold 
in the school. Often, it also trans-
lates into a limited number of non-
soda options. 

Soda is essentially liquid candy. 
So with obesity spreading among 

Come Worship with Us! 
West University Baptist Church invites you to 

worship, the study of God's Word, and fellowship. 

We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday worship 
services, as well as a college-level Sunday school class that is 

attended by many Rice University and Medical School students 
and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served in 
the class, along with an opportunity to take the Lord's Supper 

each Sunday morning. 

We are located 2 miles directly west of campus, 6218 Auden 
between University and Rice. Free round-trip shuttle service is 

provided each Sunday morning leaving at 8:15 AM and 9:15 
AM on the loop in front of Rice's Allen Center. See 

www.wubc.org for more details, or call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 AM 

junior high jet setters like burned 
copies of the new Hillary Duff CD, 
it's easy to draw a connection. 

A year prior to the pouring rights 
decision, the Texas Board of Educa-
tion also considered recommend-
ing that Texas school districts rid 
themselves of the 'news' program, 
Channel One, but decided to leave it 
in place. 

The products Channel One mar-
kets contain even worse nutritional 
content than the sodas that the Board 
of Education ban on pouring rights 
was intended to keep out of schools. 

Mark Crispin Miller, a professor 
of media studies at New York Uni-
versity, estimates that Channel One 
shows more food and beverage com-
mercials than any other category of 
product.Teens are perpetually hun-
gry so the food advertising in Chan-
nel One is most effective. 

Skittles, Snickers, Coca-Cola, 
McDonald's: All these health-con-
scious products are part of the Chan-
nel One advertising cavalcade. 

Given that Channel One is more 
likely to be used at lower-income 
schools, the poorer students are sub-
ject to the inescapable advertising. 
They are also the ones more likely 
to suffer from obesity. 

Obesity in school-age kids de-
pends not just on the availability of 
Coca-Cola, but on the entire spec-
trum of lard-laden junk and fast food 
and on the pressure with which it's 
foisted on teenagers in television 
programs like Channel One. 

Out of the Channel One hole 
Channel One isn't worth it. 

Schools can easily afford alter-
natives. 

As much as I dislike CNN, it pro-
vides a free news program to schools, 
called CNN Newsroom that boasts 
better content than Channel One. 
The news segments are longer and 
more indepth than Channel One's 
on average — one lasted four min-
utes compared to Channel One's 
18 to 40 seconds 

CNN does not, however, pro-
vide free TVs and VCRs to go along 
with it. According to FAIR, the ben-
efits of running CNN Newsroom 
and buying the TVs and VCRs is 
worth the price. 

"The school system of Manhat-
tan, Kan., which recently declined 
to accept Channel One, stood to gain 
the use of $22,000 worth of equip-
ment. In return, they would lose 
95,184 hours of classroom instruc-
tion per year, almost $400,000 in 
taxpayer subsidized education time." 

ME*"** 

-rwtww" 

While print news is much 
better than any television broad-
cast, I understand the limita-
tions of a 12-year-old's 
attention span so 
with that 
choice CNN 
Newsroom 
is vastly superior to 
Channel One. 

Of course, with 
most school dis-
tricts scrambling 
for funds, it's not 
surprising educa-
tors opt for commercial 
sponsorship. Corporate 
materials, names and compe-
ti t ions appear th roughout 
schools. Very few athletic fields 
appear with out some endorsement 
below the scoreboard. 

Naming rights don't constitute 
the advertising free environment 
that would be preferable, but it is 
vastly superior to a daily forced 
viewing of Channel One that doesn't 
make any money. 

I am baffled as to why Channel 
One has received awards and ac-
colades for providing a "ser-
vice" to public schools. Its C" 
programming constitutes 
rampant commercializa-
tion disguised as educa-
tion and is only contributing 
to our inability to handle hard 
news in a format that lasts 
longer than 40 seconds. 

But that's not to say 
that I'm baffled as to 
why Coca-Cola was 
barred from schools 
but Channel One 
wasn't. Chances are 
the parents who 
fought against pour-
ing rights but not 
Channel One watch Fox 
News themselves. 

Catherine Adcock is a Martel 
College senior andfeatures editor. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
DUI, from Page 2 

Two things must be noted: First, 
the felony theft charge was eventu-
ally dropped. Second, the students 
attempted to run away from the 
police, whereas the staff member 
complied with the officer's request. 

Using these arguments, we could 
justify the differences by saying the 
students received a greater punish-
ment because they resisted arrest, and 
later the felony charge was dropped 
upon consideration of the harmless-
ness of the crime. This logic is under-
standable, but it doesn't help me sleep 
at night knowing drunk drivers are 
free to drive around campus provided 
that they comply with authorities. 

Of course, the driver's actions were 
reported to the school and will be 
handled "intemally."This could possi-
bly result in punishment more severe 
than getting a ticket — but it could also 
result in a slap on the wrist. One thing 
is for sure: we won't find out, because 
according to Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs Zenaido Camacho, nobody 
can comment on how the incident is 
being handled. 

Erica Derrickson 
Hanszen sophomore 

Attempted definition of 
secularism untenable 

To the editor: 
Regarding Ozgur Inal's views on 

Noorain Khan's article ("Proposed 
French ban attacks personal choice," 
Jan. 23). I did not read Noorain's ar-
ticle, but Inal's views are simply as-
tounding. It seems that Inal is trying 
to coin a new definition of secularism. 

Inal'sargument is based on some 
freak event in which a Turkish 
French citizen sued her father be-
cause he was pressuring her to wear 
hijab. Inal goes on to say that in most 
cases, women wear hijab because 
they are pressured to do so. Well, he 
would know more about that, since 
he comes from a society that is mono-
religious. Thai is probably why Inal 
doesn't understand the basic mean-
ing of secularism. Nor does Inal 
understand its significance in a multi-
religious society. 

I don't know what some people 
are being taught, but in India, a 
multicultural, multireligious and 
multiethnic democratic nation, the 
definition of secularism is very 

straightforward: "Everyone has the 
right to practice their religion." When 
Inal writes, "anyone can practice any 
religion as long as the practice does 
not contradict with secularism," Inal 
is not only depicting a parochial view, 
but also his ignorance of the mean-
ing of "religious tolerance." 

Tushar Prasad 
Applied physics graduate student 

Thanks for help 
finding runaway dog 
To the editor: 

Thank you to Pam, Rice students, 
police, faculty and staff for all you've 
done over the last few days to find my 
dog, Maxwell. My wife, Iiz, and I are 
very grateful for your efforts, thoughts 
and prayers. We were extremely 1 lappy 
to get him back after two and a half 
days on the run. A donation is being 
made in your honor to the Houston 
Humane Society to save the life of a 
boxer named Rocky. Thank you again. 

Jeff Fitlow 
Asst. University Photographer 
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Candidates discuss relationship with new president 
DEBATES, from Page 1 
correctly to appropriately relay stu-
dentconcerns. In contrast, Matthews 
said students should prove to the 
administrators that they are capable 
of running their own events. 

The moderators asked what the 
role of the SA should be in the 
upcoming decision involving pos-
sible changes to the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Policy. 

Matthews said the SA's role 
should be to facilitate discussions 
among students in order to develop 
a consensus and then present it to 
the administration. 

McKee said many students do 
not understand the current alcohol 
policy, so the SA should work to 
make students more aware of it. 

"The SA's role in the alcohol policy 
is that we should unite all the col-
leges and try to gauge what each 
college wants and try to have an effec-
tive solution, because the alcohol 
policy by far is one of the most impor-
tant issues at Rice," McKee said. 

Pham said he sees the SA as a 
forum for a range of opinions to be 
presented. He said the SA should try 
to build a consensus about the fu-
ture of the alcohol policy based upon 
students' opinions. 

"Above all else, the SA is a forum, a 
place where people can come and voice 
concerns and we can address them 
and we can try to come to some kind of 
compromise, while not necessarily 
pleasing everybody, it pleases as many 
people as possible," Pham said. 

'Above all else, the SA 
is a forum, a place 
where people can come 
and voice concerns and 
we can address them.' 

— Alan Pham 
Baker College junior 

Azamian said the role of the SA 
president is to gauge student opinion 
and make a decision about what stu-
dents want. She said the SA should 
fight on behalf of the students. 

"The administration may have 
their opinion and the students may 
have their opinion, but you fight for 
the students," Azamian said. "You 
represent them. That's what you do 
as an SA president and an SA sen-
ate." 

The candidates were asked how 
the SA should work to improve rela-
tions between students and the Rice 
University Police Department. 

McKee and Matthews both said 
the high turnover rate of RUPD of-
ficers is a major cause of poor stu-
dent relations with RUPD. 

"The turnover rate for RUPD 
right now is simply too high, and we 
can't build meaningful relationships 
with students, at any rate, with that 
happening," Matthews said. 

Matthews said he would continue 
to support an initiative currently 
being considered by the SA, in which 
students would participate in new-
officer training and would work with 
the RUPD to better disseminate in-
formation to students. 

McKee said he would talk to the 
administration about making RUPD 
jobs more competitive in terms of 
salary and benefits. Pham said av-
enues of communication exist be-
tween students and RUPD officers, 
they are not being used. He said he 
would work to improve those chan-
nels of communication. 

Azamian said student responsibil-
ity is important in creating an atmo-
sphere of mutual respect and respon-
sibility between students and RUPD. 
She said she would facilitate commu-
nication between the parties in order 
to eliminate biases on both sides. 

When asked which of four pro-
posed new buildings should be stu-
dents' highest priority in the near 
future — a research tower at Univer-

sity Blvd. and Main St., a 10th resi-
dential college, a remodeled library, 
or a new recreation center — all of 
the candidates, with the exception 
of Azamian, said that while the ulti-
mate decision would rest with stu-
dents, they would prefer a new rec-
reation center. 

Matthews said a recreation cen-
ter is an important recruitment sell-
ing point but said he would gather 
opinion by having senators speak 
with many students in their colleges 
before making a decision on which 
of the four proposals to support. 

"It's not my decision, it's my job 
to act on the decision of students," 
Matthews said. 

Pham and McKee said they think 
most students do not support build-
ing a 10th college. McKee said a 
research tower would be beneficial 
for undergraduates who want to en-
gage in on-campus research. 

Azamian said she could not 
choose a preference before gauging 
student opinion. 

When asked why they think few 
students are running for SA positions 
in this election, all candidates said 
the SA needs to be restructured. 

Pham said he would work to in-
volve more students by showing 
them the SA can be effective. 

Matthews said the SA did a poor 
job of publicizing the open positions. 
Next year, he said he would ask 
senators to generate more publicity 
at their colleges and encourage new 
student representatives to run for 
the positions. 

Azamian said although Rice stu-
dents are apathetic, more publicity 
and a change in the way meetings 
are run would help improve the 
SA's image. 

"This is my main point," Azamian 
said. "The SA, the structure of the 
SA, the way things are run ... are not 
effective, and no one wants to be a 
part of it." 

The candidates also addressed 
how to involve more students in the 
SA on a regular basis. 

McKee said students tend to get 
involved when controversial issues 
arise, and he expects that more stu-
dents will be involved next year as 
Leebron develops his agenda for Rice. 

"I think it's very important to have 
the regular students, if they have a 
concern, have forums where they can 
discuss certain issues," McKee said. 

1Its going to be a main 
issue next year: creating 
a voice that the President 
wants to hear; that he 
will listen to, and that we 
will listen to him.' 

— William McKee 
Lovett College junior 

Pham and Matthews said public-
ity is an important way to increase 
involvement in the SA. Pham said he 
would advertise the topics to be cov-
ered at meetings so interested stu-
dents could attend and would ask 
each senator to invite at least one 
person to the SA meeting each week. 
Matthews said he would improve SA 
visibility by adding club presidents 
to the SA listserv and instituting of-
fice hours for executive committee 
members and committee chairs so 
students could drop in to voice opin-
ions or ask questions. 

Azamian said she would over-
haul the structure of the SA so stu-
dents would be able to see what is 
accomplished. 

When asked how the SAcan help 
improve the relationship between stu-
dent-athletesand non-athletes, Pham 
and McKee said students should sup-
port athletic teams in order to build 
better relationships with athletes. 

Matthews said he thinks much of 
the division between athletes and 

non-athletes is based on misinfor-
mation and said he would wait to see 
the results of the study of athletics 
commissioned by the Board ofTrust-
ees that is currently being completed 
by McKinsey and Company, a man-
agement consulting firm. 

'The SA, the structure of 
the SA, the way things 
are run ...are not 
effective, and no one 
wants to be a part of it.' 

— Parisa Azamian 
Hanszen College junior 

Azamian said the division is un-
derstandable because the lifestyles 
of student-athletes differ from those 
of non-athletes, and so athletes would 
rather associate with people sharing 
those same lifestyles. She said de-
veloping events that would include 
both student-athletes and students 
should be the role of the SA. 

'Trying to have this Utopia of ev-
eryone getting along and everyone 
having the same kind of schedule or 
whatever that binds them together 

... I think it's just kind of impossible 
to think of trying to dissolve the 
student-athlete rift," Azamian said. 

All candidates said developing a 
relationship based on effective com-
munication with Leebron will be an 
important part of the SA president's 
job next year. Pham said he would do 
a good job of integrating many people 
into the SA, so that he could gather 
many different opinions before dis-
cussing an issue with Leebron. 

"The thing that I do best is I draw 
people into an organization," Pham 
said. "I get people motivated, and I 
make them want to be part of . . . the 
decision-making process and the 
leadership structure." 

Matthews said the SAand colleges 
should work together to introduce 
Ijeebron to Rice's unique features. 

"This is a perfect example of an 
opportunity for the SA president to 
work with the other college presi-
dents, the other colleges," Matthews 
said. "The college system is key to 
understanding Rice." 

In the candidates' closing state-
ments, all reiterated points they 
made earlier in the debate. 

Matthews said he has the most 
SA experience of any candidate, and 
because he has a concrete plan to 
reorganize the SA, his goals will be 
taken seriously by students and ad-
ministrators. 

McKee said the most important 

job of next year's SA president will 
be shewing Leebron what is impor-
tant to students at Rice, such as the 
Alcohol Policy. 

'It's not my decision, 

it's my job to act on the 

decision of students.' 
— Derrick Matthews 

Will Rice College junior 

"We have to be able to see what 
President Leebron is going to do," 
McKee said. "It's going to be a main 
issue next year creating a voice that 
the President wants to hear, that he will 
listen to, and that we will listen to him." 

Azamian said she wants to change 
student perceptions of the SA by 
restructuring it. 

Pham said he wants people to 
want to attend SA meetings and 
would accomplish this by being an 
enthusiastic president and facilitat-
ing relevant discussions. 

The debate can be viewed on the 
RBT Web site, http://rbt.rice.edu, 
and on RBT every day until polls 
close at 1 a.m., 1 p.m., 7 p.m. and 10 
p.m. Students can vote in the elec-
tions at http://sa.rice.edu. 

A T T E N T I O N J U N I O R S & S E N I O R S 

BUSINESS BOOT CAMP 
FOR NON-BUSINESS MAJORS 

SUMMER BUSINESS INSTITUTE 
An Intensive Course in Business Essentials 
for Non-Business Majors 

The job market today is challenging, demanding new 

employees be well versed in business concepts and practices 

The Summer Business Institute at SMU is designed for students 
like you, with little or no business training or experience, 
giving you an edge to compete for top positions in any field 

One month, intensive certif icate program 

• Real-world business knowledge in: accounting, finance, 

marketing, operations management presentation skills 

• Career planning assistance 

• Exceptional faculty 

• Nationally-ranked business school in the heart of Dallas, 

a major hub of business 

Register ing N o w 
Early App l ica t ion Deadl ine 
M a r c h 15, 2 0 0 4 

For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n : 
2 1 4 . 7 6 8 . 9 0 0 8 
s b i . c o x . s m u . e d u 

Southern Methodist University will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age. disability, or veteran status. 
SMU s commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
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wins $100,000 
by Clarence Yung 

THRESHER STAFF 

Bioengineer ing Professor 
Jianpeng Ma once dreamed of 
being a physicist like Albert 
Einstein. However, he received his 
bachelor's of science and his doc-
torate in chemistry. His first ap-
pointment was a joint one to the 
Baylor College of Medicine and 
Rice in the biochemistry and 
bioengineering departments. 

Now, Ma will receive a $100,000 
award honoring his contributions 
to all three fields of science. 

Ma will receive the 2004 
Norman Hackerman Award in 
Chemical Research, a $100,000 
prize given by the Houston-based 
Welch Foundation. 

The Welch Foundation cited 
Ma's work in biochemistry, com-
putational biophysics and structural 
biology as deserving of the award. 
The money can be employed for 
any personal use, foundation 
spokeswoman Melissa Quiroz said. 

Ma said he feels honored to 
receive the award. 

"One of the things that come 
with the award is expectations, 
and I have to live with those expec-
tations," Ma said. 

Ma's work focuses on compu-
tational biophysics and structural 
biology, using simulation software 
to show the structure-function re-
lationships of proteins. 

"One of the reasons we are so 
interested in this is that proteins 
are pretty big complexes," said 
Ma. "They're just like machines 
— they are built by different parts. 
By definition, we know machines 
move. ... We are interested par-
ticularly in how motion contrib-
utes toward function." 

Provost Eugene Levy said Ma's 
research is important and relevant. 

"Understanding biological-mo-
lecular structure-function relation-
ships is fundamentally important 
both for advancing our understand-
ing of the nature of life, and for 
developing medical therapeutics to 
improve health and the quality of 
life," Levy said. 

Ma's work has also been funded 
by grants from the National Science 
Foundation and the National Insti-
tutes of Health, including an NSF 
Career grant forjunior faculty mem-
bers. Ma also received a start-up 
grant from the Welch Foundation 
in 2001 upon coming to Houston. 

Bioengineering Department 
Chair JD Heliums said Ma is fully 
integrated into his departments at 
both Baylor and Rice. 

The most satisfying 

moment is when you 

see from the eyes of 

the students that they 

start to understand. 
— Jianpeng Ma 

Bioengineering professor 

"We recruited him, helped pay 
his start-up costs, helped his gradu-
ate students, and provided him 
with a lab." Heliums said. "He's 
just like a regular faculty member, 
even though his salary's paid for 
by Baylor." 

Heliums said the award will 
boost the whole bioengineering 
department. 

"It enhances our image every-
where and helps recruitment of stu-
dents and faculty," Heliums said. 

Although his faculty appoint-
ment does not require him to 
teach, Ma teaches a class on com-
putational molecular biophysics 
and structural biology that i s cross-
listed at Baylor and Rice. 

"I volunteered [to teach],"said 
Ma. "The most satisfying moment 
is when you see from the eyes of 
the students that they start to un-
derstand." 

Levy said he is proud of the 
strong research link between Rice 
and Baylor that Ma represents. 

"We are also especially proud 
that [Ma] — with his joint faculty 
appointment at Rice and the Baylor 
College of Medicine — is one of 
the pioneers working in a very pro-
ductive, collaborative way between 
Rice and theTexas Medical Center 
research institutions," Levy said. 

Originally from Shanghai, 
China, Ma received a bachelor's 
degree in physical chemistry from 
Fudan University in Shanghai and 
a doctorate in chemistry from Bos-
ton University. Before coming to 
Houston, Ma also completed post-
doctoral work on biophysics at 
Harvard University. 

The Hackerman award was cre-
ated three years ago for young 
scientists who conduct chemical 
research within Texas. lTie award 
is named for Norman Hackerman, 
a chemist who served as president 
of Rice from 1970 to 1985. 

Ma said he hopes to continue 
his research and look into new uses 
for computational biophysics. 

"We are quickly moving on to 
a combined experimental and 
computational approach for new 
areas," said Ma. "We are indeed 
in the process of searching for 
new directions. One of our guid-
ing principles is that we wish to 
do something that no one has 
ever done." 

S T O P O P P R E S S I O N 

Are you c o m m i t t e d to educa t ing yourse l f , and o thers , a b o u t oppress ion , 

he terosex i sm, and h o m o p h o b i a , and to c o m b a t i n g it on a personal level? 

Are you c o m m i t t e d to treat ing e v e r y o n e with the d igni ty and respect that they 

are entit led to as h u m a n be ings? 

W o u l d you like to prov ide vis ible support to and a sa f e e n v i r o n m e n t for the 

lesbian, gay , bisexual and t ransgender c o m m u n i t y ? 

If so, you w ill be in good c o m p a n y - these s tudents , facu l ty and staff m e m b e r s 

(and others) have m a d e these c o m m i t m e n t s 

Salimah Adam Ames Gawert Matt Oertli 

Catherine Adcock Katie (Joldfarb Emily Page 

Luis Arandia Wesley Gunter Matt Prater 

Boyd Beckwith John Jenkins Jessica Roddy 

Carla Bossano Yuko Kishimoto Linior Smith 
Linh Thi Do Nancy Laidlaw Patrick Spicer 
Lindlev Doran Jennifer Lee Max Starkenberg 
Chase Danford Derrick Matthews Paul Sutera 
Nancy Elliot Meritt McAlister William Taylor 
Tomi Fatunde Mike Monaco Michael Winters 
James Faubion Davis Niendorff Miriam Yoo 
Craig Fratrik Sue Null 

Join us ! - come to The Rice Ally Program Training on 

Saturday February 21,2004 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

e-mail allyprogram@rice.edu to register 

R I C E A L L Y P R O G R A M 

Returning tuition up $350 
TUITION, from Page 1 

Collins said this year's budget 
accounts for higher energy costs, 
higher medical and property insur-
ance, and raises for employees. 

"Last year, very few people saw 
pay raises at Rice, and one of the 
priorities we had in this budget was 
making sure we didn't repeat that 
experience," Collins said. "This bud-
get does allow for more pay raises 
than last year, although certainly 
under amounts in earlier years." 

Pay increases at Rice are based on 
merit, and there is not an across-the-
board cost-of-living increase. Collins 
said departments are currently mak-
ing their salary determinations, and 
the increases should be finalized 
within the next month. 

Although some student fees are 
determined in the budget process, 
the student activities fee will not be 
set until after the General Elections 
because of the Beer-Bike blanket-
tax increase referendum. (See Story, 
Page 12.) 

The information technology fee 
will increase by $20 to a total of $220 
for on-campus students, while the 
health services fee will increase by 
$10 to $340. Parking fees were also 
announced this week. (See Story, 
Page 1.) 

Collins declined to speculate on 
tuition increases in future years, es-
pecially since Rice will have a new 
president next year. 

"I don't want to talk about the 
future because we have a new presi-
dent coming, and the future is his," 
Collins said. 

Rice's combined tuition, room 
and board and mandatory fees next 
year will be about $29,584, while its 
peer institutions average around 
$40,000. 

Collins said financial aid is ex-
panding to cover the additional aid 
that will be needed with the higher 
tuition and fees. 

"When we plan the budget and 
talk about tuition, we make sure that 
the financial aid budget increases by 

the average increase in student 
charges — tuition, room and board 
and mandatory fees," Collins said. 
"This was a point that the Board [of 
Trustees] asked about, and we reas-
sured them that this was the case." 

Hanszen College freshman Leah 
McKay said Rice needs to continue 
to play to its strength in recruiting 
students. 

"One of Rice's strong points has 
always been that it attracts kids for 
its strength and its value," McKay 
said. "I believe it should go back to 
being tied to inflation. It's an asset in 
getting [Rice's] name out there." 

Martel College senior Anna 
Friedberg said Rice must keep tu-
ition low to differentiate itself from 
its peer schools. 

"For a school that has a great 
deal of competition in the Northeast 
and on the West Coast, something 
that helps Rice stand apart is its 
lower tuition," Friedberg said. "It 
maintains a competitive edge." 

Graduate tuition 
Graduate student tuition will be 

$21,200 next year, an increase of 
$1,500, or 7.8 percent. However, 
Collins said this cost applies to few 
graduate students, since almost all 
doctoral students receive tuition 
waivers, and many masters students 
receive some type of tuition subsidy. 

Entering students at the Jesse H. 
Jones Graduate School of Manage-
ment will pay $30,000 — an increase 
of $2,000 — for each of their two 
years at Rice. 

Tuition at the Jones School has 
been raised over the past few years 
to be comparable to that of its peer 
institutions. 

"[Jones School Dean Gilbert 
Whitaker] has really made the 
point that MBA students are a dif-
ferent breed from doctoral stu-
dents," Collins said. "It has been 
important for him to price in line 
with other business schools as the 
Jones School has improved in stat-
ure and standing." 

BY THE NUMBERS: TUITION INCREASES 
By year of matriculation 

Indexed tuition means that next year's tuition for returning undergradu-
ates is increasing 1.9 percent from this year's tuition, the rate at which 
the Consumer Price Index increased. 

2004 — $20,350 
2003 — $19,200 from $18,850 
2002 — $18,300 from $17,950 
2001 — $17,600 from $17,250 

Room and board (for all students): $8,380 from $7,880 

Graduate student tuition: $21,200 from $19,700 

Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management 
Matriculating students: $30,000 from $28,000 (+7.1 percent) 

Real Increase of freshman tuition per year 

The percentage increase in tuition — after inflation — has risen in the 
last two years after seven years of decline. 

2004 

2003 

2002 

2001 

2000 

1999 

1998 

1997 

1996 

1995 

+4.2% 

+5.1% 

+6.1% 

+ 1.3 A) 

$1,242 

$967 

$740 

$104 

$208 

$470 

+3.8% 

+5.5% 

+7.3% $934 

+9.1% $1,064 
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First black Rice graduate returns to speak to students 
by Brooke Lathram 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

Raymond Johnson, the first 
black man awarded a doctorate at 
Rice, was faced with a lawsuit at-
tempting to bar him from the uni-
versity when he first began to study 
here. 

Members of the Rice commu-
nity filled the Grand Hall to hear 
Johnson, a professor of mathemat-
ics at the University of Maryland, 
speak about coming of age in a world 
that was half-integrated and half-
segregated. 

Johnson grew up in Alice, Tex. 
and attended the University ofTexas-
Austin as an undergraduate and Rice 
as a graduate student. 

"Jim Crow may have been seeing 
his twilight, but there were plenty of 
people who wanted to keep the sun 
up a little while longer," Johnson 
said. 

Johnson enrolled briefly as a 
doctoral s tudent in mathemat ics at 
Rice in the summer of 1963 but had 
to delay school for two years to 
work as a research assistant when 
a group of Rice alumni filed a law-
suit asking that he not be allowed 
to study at Rice. Johnson worked 
on his thesis in harmonic analysis 
unde r P ro fes so r Jim Douglass , 
whom he followed to Chicago, and 
completed his degree in 1969. Af-
ter graduat ing from Rice, he joined 
the faculty at the University of 
Maryland, where he served as chair 
of the ma themat i c s depar tment 
from 1991 to 1996. 

Melodious Voices of Praise, the 
Black Student Alliance's choral 
group, set the tone for the evening 
with a presentation of "Joy Comes 
In the Morning." Black History 
Month Coordinator Joy Green, a 
Baker College senior, introduced 
the month ' s theme, "How far have 

we come?" and praised President 
Malcolm Gillis for his efforts to 
increase minority enrollment at 
Rice. 

Gillis spoke proudly about the 
changes Rice has enacted in the last 
10 years but reminded listeners that 
much remains to be done. 

"We celebrate Rice's commit-
ment to diversity," Gillis said. "We 
acknowledge that Rice was a late-
comer to this field. Do not forget 
that in Texas and in Idaho and in 
Ohio and in New York and across 
this country the body of Jim Crow is 
still warm." 

Gillis introduced Computational 
and Applied Mathematics Professor 
Richard Tapia, who in t roduced 
Johnson. 

Johnson described the path of 
his education from a two-room el-
ementary school in Alice to an un-
dergraduate career at UT. He said 
he faced discrimination at UT in the 
form of segregated housing, white-
only restaurants, and racism within 
the math department. One math 
professor guaranteed that any black 
student would get no grade higher 
than a "C" in his class. 

Johnson said he faced a similar 
atmosphere in Houston. The land-
lords or his apartment tolerated him 
because they thought he was Puerto 
Rican or Hindi. 

"That's how I became the first 
Hindi-Puerto Rican in his tory," 
Johnson said. 

Johnson said Douglass was not 
prejudiced against blacks. 

"Jim did not have a very high 
opinion of any of his graduate stu-
dents," Johnson said. "I never felt 
singled out." 

Johnson said he felt more com-
fortable in Chicago in the late '60s, 
where he faced less discrimination. 
When he became a professor at 
Maryland, he worked to improve 

opportunities for minority students. 
"I worked very hard on issues of 

minority enrollment with some suc-
cess," Johnson said. As a signal of 
his success, he said three African 
American women obtained doctor-
ates from the Maryland mathemat-
ics department in 2000. 

Johnson said despite the suc-
cesses of the Civil Rights move-
ment in the '60s, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 's dream of a fully inte-
grated society has not yet been 
realized. 

"We really thought we changed 
the world for all times, but it turns 
out that racism is like a hydra," 
Johnson said. "We cut off one head 
in the '60s, but it grew two or maybe 
four more." 

After the lecture, Johnson an-
swered questions from the audience. 
O n e a u d i e n c e m e m b e r a s k e d 
whether Johnson ever tried to con-
tact the Rice alumni who filed the 
lawsuit requesting he not be admit-
ted as a graduate student. 

"As far as I'm concerned, [their 
names] have been consigned to the 
dustbin of history," Gillis answered 
for Johnson. 

After the speech, the presidents 
of the Black Student Association, 
the Black Graduate Student Asso-
ciation and the Association of Rice 
University Black Alumni awarded 
Johnson a plaque for his contribu-
tions in mathematics and his com-
mitment to minority students. 

"I want to accept this in the spirit 
in which it is given, and I want you 
to understand that the one prob-
lem I've always had with [honor-
ing African-American firsts] is that 
we have a long history in the black 
community of people who pass as 
white, so we really don't know who 
the first African-Americans are," 
Johnson said. "I accept this in that 
spirit, and if that person comes 
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Raymond Johnson addressed the audience in the Grand Hall Monday night. 

forth to identify himself, I'll be glad 
to pass it on." 

J o n e s Col lege sen ior Mitali 
Banerjee said she found the speech 
uplifting, especially since Rice is still 
struggling with inclusiveness. 

"I had tears in my eyes when he 
was talking," Banerjee said. "I still 
noted how difficult is for a lot of my 
friends, how a lot of people have 
moved off campus because they feel 
like the college a tmosphere isn't 
broader. It's amazing to see all the 
progress [as documented in 1 the 

exhibit in the library. It's unbeliev-
able that we have so many cultural 
organizations on campus. I'm proud 
of going to this university." 

Mar te l Col lege s o p h o m o r e 
Suzanna Attia said the speech was 
about more than Johnson's life; it 
was also about the history of Rice. 

"It was kind of a summary of what 
happened at Rice over the last 40 
years, and I think that is what every 
student needs to know and be aware 
of ... so we can understand how to 
move forward," Attia said. 

Allegations would not constitute violation of NCAA policy 
STRIPPERS, from Page 1 
records—did this [Tuesday] —and 
the university checked the records," 
May said. "We found no evidence of 
any sort of paper trail or invoice that 
would connect [Hardbodies] with 
Athletics. [Head Football Coach) 
Ken Hatfield talked to the football 
team and basically asked them the 
question if they had had any involve-
ment with this organization, and the 
answer is no." 

Gillis said the university would 
respond strongly if the allegations 
turned out to be true. 

"I can't believe any of our ath-
letes are that stupid," Gillis said in a 
statement. "However, if it is proven 
that any of them or anyone at Rice 
had anything to do with such a thing, 
it would go very hard on them." 

The allegations reportedly stem 
from recruiting visits, in which cur-
rent student-athletes host high-school 
seniors. The Athletics Department 
provides hosts with a stipend — usu-
ally $30 per day — to entertain the 
recruits. 

4 Those parties were for 
students and they were 
all off-campus parties; 
I don V know if they 
were for recruits or 
not.' 

— Hardbodies Entertainment 
Houston manager 

Hatfield said although he does 
not know everything individual hosts 
do with recruits, activities such as 
watching strippers do not fit in with 
the mission of a recruit visit. 

"Usually the host is in control 

and is responsible for the recruit," 
Hatfield said. "You are trying to help 
people make right judgments and 
sell the things your school has to 
offer, which is your education, your 
football and the people involved in 
your program. I don't see this as 
happening at Rice in any sport." 

7 can'/ believe any of 
our athletes are that 
stupid.' 

— Malcolm Gillis 
Rice president 

Hatfield, May and Shepard all said 
they f irst h e a r d abou t the 
Hardbodies allegations Tuesday af-
ter the Rocky Mountain News story 
was published. 

"The parent of one of our stu-
dent-athletes who lives in Colorado 
saw it and e-mailed me the story, and 
I was taken aback, to say the least," 
May said. 

The only possible NCAA viola-
tion if the allegations proved true 
would be if the events violated a rule 
that a school "may not arrange or 
permit excessive entertainment" on 
recruiting visits. 

Assistant Athletic Director in 
Charge of NCAA Compliance Jason 
Gray said Rice is in no danger of 
possible NCAA violations and noted 
the NCAA permits schools to fly re-
cruits in on private planes and does 
not consider this practice excessive. 

"If [the NCAA| felt that the school 
arranged the entertainment, and the 
student host told the NCAA that the 
coach told me to do this and this and 
this, and they told all hosts to do the 
same thing, then the NCAA would 
say the school arranged it," Gray 
said. "That is the only scenario I 
could see it being the school's fault." 

Gray said while Rice may not have 
violated NCAA rules, administrators 
and coaches can still hold athletes to 
a high standard. 

"From an institutional standpoint, 
there would probably be problems," 
Gray said. "But for the most part 
that's where the ramifications would 
be — with a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and 
coaches." 

Administrators and coaches all 
over the country have been deal-
ing with similar problems in re-
cent months. In the most recent 
and highly-publicized case , St. 
John 's University expelled one bas-
ketball player and suspended four 

o thers for breaking curfew to go to 
a strip club, whe re they met a 
woman who eventually filed falsi-
fied rape claims against the play-
ers. The suspensions left eight play-
ers on the roster for Saturday's 
game against the Universi ty of 
Connecticut, including four walk-
ons. As a result of the controversy, 
point guard Elijah Ingram with-
drew from the university Wednes-
day. 

Gray said the series of scandals 
regarding college athletes and adult 
entertainment could lead the NCAA 
to clarify some of its rules. 

"There might be in the future 

when this all set t les that some 
schools might start asking for clari-
fication," Gray said. 

May said Lower should be held 
accountable for s t i r r ing up un-
founded controversy. 

"What he did. the way I look at 
it, is he just folded Rice athlet ics 
into this story about Colorado," 
May said. "So it 's l ike, 'Okay, 
maybe you owe us an apology, if in 
fact this message you delivered was 
misinterpreted and misconst rued, 
and it caused some pain, you prob-
ably should — I think, at least — 
apologize to the institution where 
the harm's done. '" 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Feb. 3-10. 

Residential Colleges 
Sid Richardson 
College 

Sid Richardson 
College 

Lovett College 

Feb. 4 Computer stolen. 

Feb. 7 Student caught furnishing alcohol 
to a minor and another student, a 
minor, reported to be 
misrepresenting age to obtain 
alcohol. Case referred to University 
Court. 

Feb. 10 A red Toyota struck the bollards at 
Entrance #3 in front of Lovett 
College. The driver was arrested 
for driving while intoxicated and 
transported to Harris County Jail. 

Academic Buildings 
Humanities Building Feb. 10 

Other Buildings 

Fondren Library Feb. 3 

Mudd Building Feb. 3 

Ley Student Center Feb. 4 

Greenbriar Building Feb. 5 

Autry Court 

Wellness Center 

Parking l g < s 

South College Lot 

West Lot 

Other Areas 
University Police 

Wallet stolen from room 113. 

Backpack stolen. 

Golf cart hit a parked moped. 

A male was standing in the circle 
drive trying to start fights. Subject 
was gone when officers arrived. 

A homeless man was seen leaving 
the building. The subject, who had 
three prior criminal trespass 
warnings, was arrested for criminal 
trespass and remanded to Harris 
County Jail. 

Feb. 5 Bicycle stolen. 

Feb. 5 Bicycle stolen. 

Feb. 7 Intoxicated male was urinating in 
public. Individual referred to U. 
Court. 

Feb. 9 Vehicle struck. 

Feb. 9 Student reported someone had 
taken money from his bank account 
without his permission. 

939 interim acceptances mailed 
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by Aaron Heckelman 
THRESHER STAFF 

Despite an unusually large num-
ber of interim decision applications 
this year, the Admission Office man-
aged to mail its interim decision 
letters out late last week, a few days 
ahead of its Feb. 11 deadline. Admis-
sion was offered to 939 applicants. 

The admit rate for interim appli-
cants this year was 28 percent, the 
same rate as last year, Dean for 
Undergraduate Enrollment Julie 
Browning said. However, the num-
ber of interim applications Rice re-
ceived increased by 14 percent. The 
total number of applications to Rice 
for all decision plans has been grow-
ing steadily since 1999—this year's 
was an 8-percent increase over last 
year's — and the growth of the in-
terim decision pool has been espe-
cially pronounced. 

Vice President for Enrollment 
Ann Wright said the surge of inter-
est in Rice's interim decision pro-
gram may be due to a movement 
away from interim-style admission 
plans at many of America's other 
highly selective schools. Harvard, 
Stanford, Yale and Brown Universi-
ties have all begun using two-track 
systems in which students may ei-
ther apply under an early-decision 
or a regular-decision plan. Wright 
said Rice and its peer schools have 
seen a resulting decrease in early 
decision applications during the past 
few years. More students have be-
gun applying to Rice's non-binding 
interim plan rather than the binding 
plans at other schools, she said. 

"Because Rice competes with top 
schools in the country, our numbers 
are sensitive to things that they do," 
Wright said. 

Browning said when Harvard, 
Stanford and Yale switched to their 
two-track admission systems, the 
schools decided to recognize Rice's 
interim decision as equivalent to 
regular decision, since accepted stu-
dents need not declare their deci-
sion until the same date as those 
accepted under regular decision. 

'If you 're reading about 
Rice in the paper and 
then you get the 
application knowing 
we're national 
champions ... that 
probably influences a 
few people.' 

— Julie Browning, 
Dean for Undergraduate 

Enrollment 

As a result, students applying 
under the early decision or early 
action plans at Harvard, Stanford 
and Yale are allowed to apply to Rice 
interim decision. However, they may 
only choose one early decision or 
early action plan. 

Browning said this fact may have 
helped lead to the increase in in-
terim applications. 

Wright said the Admission Of-
fice also undertook more publicity 
work and mailed applications to pro-
spective students seven weeks ear-

lier this year than last year, two addi-
tional reasons for the increase in 
interim applications. 

Increased publicity from Rice's 
2003 NCAA baseball championship 
may have also helped generate in-
terest in Rice, Browning said. 

"If you're reading about Rice in 
the paper and then you get the appli-
cation knowing we're national cham-
pions ... that probably influences a 
few people," Browning said. 

Browning said the Enrollment 
Management Operations Center, the 
branch of the Admission Office in 
charge of opening, sorting and track-
ing the thousands of applications 
Rice receives every year, responded 
well to the increase in interim deci-
sion applications. Browning said 
EMOC staff members staggered 
their winter vacations so the office 
could work continuously through-
out December. 

Assistant Manager Lisa 
McCaffety said this year's round of 
interim applications went smoothly. 

"There's been a huge sigh of re-
lief this week," McCaffety said. 
"We've gotten over the hump with 
interim.... Now it's mostly just man-
aging the material that we have and 
tying up the loose ends." 

Wright said that as college appli-
cants nationwide move toward early 
decision programs, Rice will need to 
streamline its admission process. 
However, she said she does not think 
Rice will begin to phase out interim 
decision as many of its peer schools 
have done. 

"It's a distinct system," Brown-
ing said. "It's unique to Rice. It works 
well for those kids who can get their 
applications in by Dec. 1. It helps 
Rice because it gives us more time 
to recruit them." 

Parking rates up 10 to 15 percent 
FEES, from Page 1 

The new fee schedule increases 
the hourly rate for visitor parking 
by 25 percent, from $1 and $2 per 
hour to $1.25 and $2.50 per hour for 
facilities east and west of En-
trance #12, respectively. The daily 
maximum fee of $8 will remain un-
changed, Binford said, in an attempt 
to not discourage visitors from com-
ing to campus. 

Binford said a surprisingly large 
number of tickets were issued this 
year, adding more money to the 
budget. 

"I have continued with my rose-
colored glasses thinking that stu-
dents would get fewer tickets," he 

Mellon Undergraduate Fellows Program 

The Mel lon Undergraduate Fellows Program at Rice Universi ty is current ly accept ing 

applications from students interested in participating in a mentored program that prepares them 

for entering Ph.D. programs in selected disciplines after they graduate from Rice University. 

Eligible fields are Anthropology, Art History, Classics, Computer Science, Demography, 

Earth Sciences , Ecology , English, Ethnomusico logy , Foreign Languages , History, 

Literature, Mathematics, Musicology, Philosophy, Physics, Political Theory, Religion and 

Sociology. 

Applicants should normally be completing their sophomore year as a student at Rice University. 

Selection will be based on a number of attributes including but not limited to academic standing 

and potential, life experiences and interests, commitment to building bridges in multicultural 

settings, and interest in pursuing graduate education. Students who participate in the program 

receive a yearly stipend of $1,600, work closely with a faculty mentor for two years, and are also 

eligible for participation in summer fellowship programs at the end of their sophomore or junior 

years. Finalists will be interviewed. Announcements will be made in March. 

Application forms are and additional information are available online at 

www.professor.rice.edu/professor/Mcllon Fellows.asp. Applications may also be pickcd up 

from the Office of the Associate Provost, Room 313A, Lovett Hall. 

Application deadline is March 10.2004 

said. "They are disappoint ing 
me — they continue to spend a lot 
on tickets." 

Binford said he expected the 
installation of parking gates last 
year would prevent people from 
parking illegally, but violations of 
parking regulations have resulted 
in a projected $100,000 more rev-
enue f rom t i cke t s than was 
budgeted. Previously, fines have 
totaled about $200,000 per year, 
but about $100,000 in fines were 
anticipated in the 2003-'04 budget, 
Binford said. Much of that money, 
he said, came from repeat offend-
ers, who can be subject to doubled 
fines and expensive penalties for 
booting and towing. 

From July 1 to Dec. 31, 2003, 
more than $127,000 worth of fines 
were collected. The fiscal year be-
gins July 1 and ends June 30 of the 
next year. 

Will Rice College junior CW 
McCullagh, who serves as an under-
graduate representative to the park-
ing committee, said the committee 
used the additional funds as a cush-
ion for rate increases while remain-
ing on target to reach the zero-defi-
cit goal in 2012. 

"We started collecting more fines 
than was expected,"McCullagh said. 
"We thought we'd only collect about 
$100,000 worth of fines every year, 
[so] it was strange when halfway 
through the year, we'd collected 
more than 100 percent of our [pro-
jected! total. We were able to read-
just and make fee increases a little 
softer this year." 

McCullagh said fee increases 
were particularly light in lots used 
predominantly by students. 

This year's increases were sig-
nificantly less than those that oc-
curred from 2002-'03 to 2003-'04.1 .ast 
year, the cost to park in college lots 
rose by 36 percent, in the West Lot 
by 114 percent and in the Greenbriar 
Lot by more than 570 percent from 
the year before. 

McCullagh said the committee 
had also avoided making any more 

cuts to the shuttle budget. 
"We decided that the shuttle ser-

vice was operating at its most effi-
cient level, and that we really couldn't 
cut anything else from the budget 
while still having a viable service," 
he said. 

Another change in the parking 
policy permits cars that have been 
issued 10 or more citations in a 
12-month period to park in visitor 
lots on campus, rather than being 
completely banned from campus as 
they have been in the past. 

"If you have been kicked off cam-
pus for getting too many tickets, 
you're allowed to park in the 
visitor's lots, but it's going to be 
expens ive , " McCul lagh said. 
"You're going to be paying $8 per 
day, which is the daily max. But 
that's better than not being able to 
park on campus at all." 

Binford said the new provision 
was designed to accommodate 
people who for scheduling and 
other reasons can't park off cam-
pus. 

"It will be eight bucks a day, and 
I don't think that's cheap, but there 
are people who find it something to 
do," Binford said. 

Jones College freshman Katie 
Stephens said she would prefer a 
more incremental approach to clos-
ing the budget gap. 

"If you just hiked it all up in one 
fell swoop, one set of people has to 
pay that," she said. "You're only here 
four years, you only have to pay the 
10 percent." 

Mat te l Col lege f r e s h m a n 
Kan war Singh said he does not like 
the proposal to raise visitors' hourly 
rates because it may further dis-
courage people attending events 
on campus. 

Martel freshman Jimmy Barnes 
said he likes the idea of making park-
ing self-sufficient. 

"It's wise to get rid of the deficit," 
he said. "The fees don't seem too 
outrageous. If they have a parking 
deficit, [we should) take care of it 
with parking fees." 

http://www.professor.rice.edu/professor/Mcllon
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Who doesn't need their own chain mail? 
Tim Kennedy makes his own chain mail at OwlCon last weekend in the Student Center. OwlCon is an annual 
gaming convention hosted by the student club FastWarp. 

Rice student named to 
USA Today's top 20 

by Melissa Waitsman 
FOR THE THRKSHER 

SA election survey will evaluate 
student opinion of athletics 

Terry Kennair 
THRESHER STAFF 

Voting for a new SA president 
and on various referenda will not be 
the only aspects of this year's Gen-
eral Elections that could seriously 
impact student life. The Student 
Association will include a brief sur-
vey following the items on the ballot 
to gather data on students' feelings 
toward Rice's Division I-A athletic 
program. 

' We had a good mix of 
won athletes and 
athletes, so there was a 
lot of creativity flowing 
and a lot of exchanges 
of ideas.' 

— Julia Tucker-Huth, 
Jones College freshman 

Representatives of McKinsey 
and Company — a management 
consulting firm hired by the Board 
of Trustees to conduct a study on 
the role of athletics at Rice — re-
quested that the SAcollect the data. 
The board hired McKinsey in Sep-
tember to report on how Rice's 
athletic program benefits relates 
to the university as a whole. Simi-
lar s tudies have typically been 
conducted at Rice about once per 
decade in order to examine the 
future of athletics, SAco- President 
Bryan Debbink said. 

A report made by Faculty Coun-
cil last May pointed out some prob-
lems with the current athletic 
program, including the fact that Rice 
loses millions of dollars each year 
on athletics. The report also out-
lined several other key issues. 
According to the study, student-ath-
letes tend to be as involved in the 
college system relative to non non-
athletes and break university rules 
more often. In addition, SAT scores 
and academic performance for ath-
letes are typically lower than those 
of non-athletes. 

In response to a request from 
McKinsey, the SAestablished a com-
mittee to develop survey questions. 
The committee consists of co-chairs 
Ian Everhart, a Hanszen College 
sophomore, and Julia Tucker-Huth, 
a Jones College freshman; Lovett 

College sophomore Ames Grawert, 
Brown College freshman Laura 
Szarmach, and Hanszen College 
freshman Dominic Lee. The com-
mittee has met twice since its estab-
lishment at the Feb. 2 SA meeting 
and has been in e-mail contact, 
Tucker-Huth said. 

Tucker-Huth said the committee 
hopes to help determine whether 
Rice's Division I athletic program 
meets students' needs. 

"Something like only six percent 
of all Division I schools in the nation 
actually profit from having a Divi-
sion I athletic program," Tucker-
Huth said. "Rice is one that is not 
profiting from a Division I athletic 
program, but neither are some of 
the most successful sports institu-
tions, so for being such a small school 
that is Division I athletics, they were 
wondering if there should be some 
changes." 

On the survey, students will be 
asked questions such as whether the 
athletic program played a part in their 
decision to come to Rice and how it 
affects quality of life at Rice. The 
committee chose the questions with 
the help of Dean of Social Sciences 
Robert Stein, who has conducted re-
search polls for the Houston Chronicle 
and other local media outlets. 

7'm excited to see the 
results and bring them 
to the board next 
month.' 

are the ones who attend this school, 
and we are the ones who participate 
in these programs." 

The firm is expected to present 
a report to the board sometime 
this spring. 

"It is important because it is data 
that the board wants, but the consult-
ants are not getting," Debbink said. 
"I'm excited to see the results and 
bri ng them to the board next month." 

Rice University has the most uni-
versally outstanding student in the 
country. 

Or at least one of the top 20. 
Yesterday, Martel College senior 
Tamar Losleben was named to the 
First Place Collegiate USA Today 
All-Star Academic Team. 

USA Today featured a full-color 
spread of 20 of the most outstanding 
college students in the nation. Win-
ners received a $2,500 cash award, 
which Ijosleben said she plans to spend 
on traveling or "something fun." 

An environmental engineering and 
visual arts major, Losleben founded 
and built Rice's Engineers Without 
Borders program, organizing trips to 
Mali, Nicaragua, El Salvador and 
Mexico to help victims of poverty. 

Losleben was selected based on 
the letter of recommendation that 
nominated her, two other letters of 
recommendation, and an essay she 
wrote about founding Rice's chapter 
of Engineers Without Borders. 

In the fall of 2002, Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering Professor 
Joe Hughes approached Losleben 
and told her about Engineers With-
out Borders, a program that helps 
engineering students put their class-
room knowledge into practice in 
developing nations. 

The club was immediately inter-
esting to Losleben, whose mother 
worked on health projects in India, 
Egypt, Kenya and El Salvador, na-
tions where she saw Third World 
poverty firsthand. Losleben said she 
has always believed in the impor-
tance of visiting underprivileged 
parts of the world. 

Losleben hosted the club's first 

meeting in March of 2003. The orga-
nization now has 35 active members. 

"Even things that look too big can 
be done one step at a time, and the 
dream can be realized," Losleben said. 

Losleben said she discovered 
her true passions in life— helping 
underprivileged communities and 
working to make clean water avail-
able to everyone — through the 
club. 

"I just have this great desire to 
help people," Losleben said. 

Director of leadership Rice Su-
san Lieberman said Losleben in-
spires others with her pioneering 
spirit. 

" [Losleben] is a terrific young 
woman — such a good example of 
what Leadership Rice is about," 
Lieberman said. "She takes on chal-
lenging tasks and grows. If what we 
teach in leadership Rice is true, and 
it's about not being afraid to take 
risks, [Loslebenj lives it." 

Losleben said she wants to help 
others put the knowledge they learn 
from books into practice. 

"I learned about delegating and 
seeing how that empowered them 
and how amazing that was," Losleben 
said. 

Losleben has also been active 
in other areas of the Rice commu-
nity. She has participated in club, 
college and intramural volleyball; 
the Outdoors Club; the Catholic 
Student Association; and she has 
been Martel Beer-Bike team cap-
tain for two years. 

Losleben said she eventually 
wants to go to graduate school in 
civil engineering. But in the near 
future, she said she is considering a 
two-year stint in the Peace Corps or 
Jesuit Corps, or a year studying the 
art of weaving abroad. 

— Bryan Debbink 
Student Association 

co-President 

"We had a good mix of non ath-
letes and athletes, so there was a lot of 
creativity flowing and a lot of ex-
changes of ideas," Tucker-Huth said. 
"I think we had a really well-rounded 
group that came up with some won-
derful questions. We went to Dr. 
Stein, and he gave us some advice to 
make sure (our questions] were unbi-
ased and gave us some suggestions 
on how to best collect the data and 
what would give us the best chances 
of getting a scientific sampling." 

Tucker-Huth said McKinsey was 
right to ask for students' opinions. 

"I'm really glad that they have 
asked people's opinion on this mat-
ter,"Tucker-Huth said. "After all. we 
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'The Secret History of 
Inf lat ion" A look at the 
economic, social and political 
significance. 

TUesday, Feb. 17, at 
4 p.m. 

McMurtry Auditorium 
in Duncan Hall 

It has caused stock market booms and busts, moved political 
attitudes from left to right, destroyed and restored trust in 
government institutions and created an investor class, and yet 
most people don't think about it until it becomes a problem. 

What is this powerful influence? It's inflation, according to 
Samuelson. 

This talk is sponsored at Rice University by the President's Office, the James A. Baker III Institute 
for Public Policy and the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management. 
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Effects of gating campus linger two years later 
by David Brown 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Almost two years after the first 
parking gates were installed at Rice, 
university groups are still adjusting 
to the gating of the campus. The 
parking gates were the most signifi-
cant of a number of changes brought 
about because of an effort by Associ-
ate Vice President for Finance and 
Administration Neill Binford and the 
University Standing Committee on 
Parking to transform parking opera-
tions at Rice from an annual $1.4 
million deficit to self-sufficiency with 
a plan to install parking gates and 
charge visitors for parking. 

'Parking is part of the 
infrastructure of the 
university. We don't 
charge people to walk 
on sidewalks or use 
bathrooms.' 

— Bruce Weisman 
Parking committee member 

"We essentially had a deficit opera-
tion,"Binford said. "The parking com-
mittee was given the tough task of 
trying to figure out a way over a period 
of time to pay for all the parking costs." 

In the spring of 2002 the parking 
committee created a proposal to gate 
all lots on campus . Pres ident 
Malcolm Gillis recommended the 
proposal to the Board of Trustees, 
but the plan met with heavy opposi-
tion from students and faculty mem-
bers who thought gating the lots 
would discourage members of the 
Houston community from visiting 
Rice. Some also feared the parking 
gates would be inconvenient and 
unattractive. 

At a Student Association forum 
held in April 2002 Josh Ginsberg 
(Wiess '02) said he opposed the idea 
of charging visitors for parking. 

"This is sending a horrible mes-
sage to all of our visitors," Ginsberg 
said. "We have associates coming 
to our colleges for college func-
tions. They're going to have to pay 
to be here." 

Baker College senior Joy Green, 
who was a member of the parking 
committee at the time, told the 
Thresher she was concerned the 
gates would create difficulties and 
delays. 

"I think it's going to be a hassle, 
and it's going to cause more traffic," 
Green said. 

Current SA president Michael 
Leggett organized a formal protest 
against the changes and produced a 
1,000-signatu re petition. I^eggett said 
in 2002 that he did not think the 
parking plan represented the only 
possibility for resolving the deficit. 

"At some point 50 years from 
now, we may need to charge visi-
tors, but what we're saying is we 
don't know that," Leggett said. "We 
don't have any clear logic as to why 
that has to happen." 

Binford said his ultimate goal is 
for parking operations to fund them-

selves. He hopes the parking deficit 
will decrease every year and disap-
pear in a decade. 

"Most campuses' parking is an aux-
iliary enterprise — in the accounting 
sense, something that isn't primary to 
the mission of the university," Binford 
said. "Here, parking should fund it-
self, the way we've set it up." 

Parking operat ions costs in-
clude repairs, new paving, new 
gates, and the Central Campus 
Garage under the Jesse H. Jones 
School of Management. 

Binford said the committee de-
cided to make campus visitors the 
prime sources of the revenue. 

"We were either going to have 
students, staff and faculty subsidize 
all the visitor parking, or all the visi-
tors were going to be asked help 
some," he said. 

The parking plan, which was 
adopted by the Board, has been in 
effect for more than a year. The last 
parking gates to be installed—those 
in the West Lot — went into opera-
tion after spring break last year. 

Will Rice College junior CW 
McCullagh, who has been an under-
graduate representative to the park-
ing committee for two years, said 
while he is concerned about shuttle 
and parking fees, he ultimately sup-
ports the goals of the parking plan. 

"By being able to increase rev-
enues from visitors, we're draining 
less f rom academic funds , " 
McCullagh said. "We should not be 
using tuition and the endowment to 
subsidize parking." 

Chemistry Professor Bruce 
Weisman, a member of the parking 
committee, said he thinks parking and 
the shuttle service could be consid-
ered basic functions of the university 
that do not necessarily require their 
own funding. Given the costs of con-
structing the parking garage and main-
taining the shuttle service, it is unreal-
istic to expect the Rice community to 
support the entire financial burden of 
the parking system, he said. 

lAll they could talk 
about is, "We're losing 
all this money." But 
events — these are 
things you can't make 
up for with funds.' 

— Amie Knieper 
KTRU station manager 

"Parking is part of the infrastruc-
ture of the university," Weisman said. 
"We don't charge people to walk on 
sidewalks or use bathrooms. I don't 
think there's any easy way to get to 
a cost-neutral system." 

In addition, Weisman said the new 
parking system has caused inconve-
niences for alumni and visitors who 
find parking less accessible. 

The implementation of the park-
ing plan has been difficult and has 
required collaboration with many 
campus organizations, Binford said. 
He said the parking committee has 
tried to listen to concerns from a 
variety of groups. 

"We talked to anyone who would 
meet with us," Binford said. "We 
started with the alumni association 
and carried it through to students 
and graduate students." 

A major problem arising from the 
new parking gates has been main-
taining attendance at Rice events 
that draw a off-campus visitors. 

Hamman Hall, the site for Rice 
Players' performances, was rented 
to outside groups in the past. Associ-
ate DirectorofTheatreTrish Rigdon 
said that before the gate installa-
tions Hamman was rented every 
available weekend during the school 
year and throughout the summer. 
However, she said since the gates 
were installed, Hamman has seen a 
significant drop in outside rentals. 
The building, which once received 
rentals about 40 days out of the year, 
now receives them on two days, 
Rigdon said. 

"Last summer, when the gates 
were down, we had no rentals ex-
cept for one [longtime] customer 
who complained bitterly, but came 
anyways," Rigdon said. 

The cost of renting Hamman for 
off-campus groups is $675.00 per day. 

Rigdon said Rice Players perfor-
mances have not been affected as 
drastically as the outside rentals, 
since most of the Players' audience 
comes from on campus. However, 
she said the Players would prefer to 
be able to offer free parking to off-
campus guests. 

Rigdon said she has requested 
the parking gates be raised for per-
formances by Rice groups such as 
the Rice Players and Rice Dance 
Theatre, but the answer has always 
been no. She said, in contrast, free 
parking is available for arts events at 
other local schools. 

"What happens at the University 
of Houston and the Moore School of 
Opera is the gates are open and 
parking is free [for performances]," 
she said. "The gates open at 6 p.m. 
and are open until morning." 

Rigdon said she understands the 
purpose of the gates. 

"Knowing I've got a space is nice," 
she said. "I just wish there was some-
thing we could do to help the student 
organizations. The audiences are 
primarily students, but it'd be nice to 
get beyond the hedges." 

Assistant Director of Develop-
ment and Student Affairs Paul Sutera, 
formerly the associate director of 
the student center, oversees Willy's 
Pub and Valhalla. So far, the parking 
gates have brought mixed results to 
these locations, he said. 

Patrons who reserve Willy's Pub 
are forced to walk from the visitor 
lots and pass empty lots on their way 
in, and Valhalla customers have to 
"hike to the end of the Earth" to get 
a beer, Sutera said. 

"It's still too early to tell," he said. 
"We've known about the changes, 
we're working through the challenges, 
and we're informing our clients." 

Assistant Dean for the Recreation 
Center Boyd Beckwith said initial 
figures indicate use of the Rec Cen-
ter has declined with the addition of 
the parking gates. 

Beckwith said alumni member-
ships this year are unlikely to reach 
last year's levels, and community 
memberships have dropped from 
105 to 56, probably due to the park-
ing gates. 

"We know [members are leaving 
due to the parking changes] because 
of e-mails and phone calls," Beckwith 
said. "When we alerted [members 
of the parking changes], they said 
they'd just go elsewhere." 

KTRU General Manager Amie 
Kneiper said the parking situation cre-
ated by the gates has prevented the 
radio station from putting on success-
ful on-campus shows and has caused 
the organization to lose revenue. 

' We should not be using 
tuition and the 
endowment to subsidize 
parking.' 

— CW McCullagh 
Undergraduate representative 

to the parking committee 

In the past, KTRU has held a free 
outdoor show on campus each se-
mester, but its only two events this 
year have been located off campus, 
and although the station will host a 
spring show on campus, Kneiper said 
she is concerned about attendance. 

"Who's going to come and park 
for a show late at night and walk so 
far?" Kneiper, a Wiess College se-
nior, said. "I didn't have a credit 
card when I was 16. The Greenbriar 
lot is a 10-minute walk, and KTRU 
can't say to park off campus." 

The spring show, which usually 
draws a crowd of about 500, is in-
tended to be entirely free of charge, 
Kneiper said. She said the inconve-
nient parking could hurt attendance, 
particularly because of the competi-
tion around the city. 

"You can go to different places 
where you don't have to pay for park-
ing," Kneiper said. "You don't pay 
for parking in this city." 

Kneiper said she requested the 
gates be raised during the show and 
offered for KTRU to pay for attend-
ees' parking, but the proposal was 
denied. 

"All they could talk about is, 
'We're losing all this money,"' she 
said. "But events — these are things 
you can't make up for with funds." 

Binford said multiple organiza-
tions have requested the gates be 
raised for their events and have 
been turned down. Only Gillis can 
make the decision to raise the 
gates, and thus far the only occa-
sions when the gates have all been 
raised have been homecoming 
weekend, Families Weekend and 
commencement. 

"Some have asked for relief," he 
said. "But there's not much way to 
give one relief without opening the 
floodgates, and instead of a $940,000 
deficit, there's $1.3 million." 

Some organizations have worked 
out special a r r angemen t s with 
Binford's office. For example, the 
School of Continuing Studies ar-
ranged for its students to receive 
free passes to park in the West Lot, 
Dean of Continuing Studies Mary 
Mclntire said. Continuing Studies 
pays for the students' parking, but 
these fees have been folded into the 
program's overall budgeting. 

Parking passes are mailed to 
Continuing Studies students before 
classes begin, and staff members 
contact the students to explain how 
to use the commuter lots. 

"This process definitely takes 
substantial staff time, given our en-
rollment of about 10,000 in any year," 
Mclntire said. 

Mclntire said Binford has been 
flexible in arranging the passes. 

"We have met many times with 
Neill Binford and the parking ad-
ministrators to work out the logis-
tics," she said. 

A few organizations have made 
special arrangements for event park-
ing, Binford said. For Shepherd 
School performances, parking atten-
dants have been provided to explain 
the system and speed up the pro-
cess. Just before the performances, 
many guests would attempt to enter 
the parking lots at the same time, 
which created problems in getting 
all the vehicles through the gates, 
Binford said. 

In addition, since most guests 
leave at almost the same time after 
the concerts, Binford said the gates 
are raised at the end of performances 
and closed half an hour later. 

"We go into the computer and 
see all the credit cards; if [the perfor-
mance was] two hours, we put in two 
bucks," Binford said. "It's a little 
more work on our part." 

Cohen House, Hamman Hall and 
the Rice Media Center have arranged 
to give frequent parkers proximity 
cards for nearby lots. These organiza-
tions are billed according to how much 
the cards are used, Binford said. 

The largest parking challenges 
are posed by football games, when 
thousands of fans come to campus at 
once. Athletics Director of Facilities 
and Operations Michael Shockley 
said he has been pleased with the 
arrangements made for football 
games and other athletic events. 

'Knowing I've got a 
space is nice. I just 
wish there was 
something we could do 
to help the student 
organizations.' 

— Trish Rigdon 
Director of theater 

For evety athletic event, Shockley 
notifies the parking department of 
which lots need to be open, and he 
said he has not encountered any 
significant problems. 

"Over the last seven years we've 
lost a lot of parking," Shockley said. 
"We have to be more organized with 
the parking department to make sure 
we have the lots open for our events." 

Binford said he is pleased with 
implementation of the plan. The to-
tal anticipated revenue from visitors 
in Fiscal Year 2003 exceeded the 
goal of $302,000, permitting a 50-
percent increase in this year's goal. 
During the first third of FY 2(X)4, 
revenue was $30,000 ahead of sched-
ule, Binford said. 

Construction of gates and 
reconfiguring parking lots has 
caused \unusual parking situations 
in the West Lot over the past two 
years. Left: in the process of 
restriping last March, cars parked 
every which way, though all were in 
spaces. Right: Temporary barriers in 
Jan. 2002 led to cars frequently 
getting stuck in a lot, with no option 
but to back up. 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO KATIE STREIT/THRFSHFR 
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Directories with correct 
student information arrive 

by Jenny Rees 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

A 73-page supplement to the 
2003-'04 campus directory was dis-
tributed to colleges and academic 
departments beginning Monday. 
The original directory, distributed 
last November, contained incorrect 
address and telephone information 
for students. 

Student Media Adviser Jen Coo-
per, whose office publishes the di-
rectory, said 5,000 addendums were 
ordered to supplement the 
8,000 original directories. Cooper 
said she determined how many 
addendums each department would 
receive based on which departments 
interact most with students. 

"The colleges are the highest 
priority," Cooper said. "All the col-
leges get 250 — they originally got 
350 of the directories. I prioritized 
who would get a lot [of the 
addendums] based on who interacts 
with students. Not everybody needs 
the student numbers, so it's not go-
ing to be one-to-one ratio for every 
department." 

'Anything that's in print 
is going to be out of 
date almost as soon as 
it gets distributed, so 
we recommend to 
people to use the Web 
as much as possible 

— Ann Wright 
Vice president for Enrollment 

The printing and shipping costs 
for the addendums totaled between 
$2,000 and $3,000, Cooper said. Vice 
Pres ident for Enrol lment Ann 
Wright said the cost will be covered 
by her office and the Office of Ad-
ministrative Systems. 

"We were both involved in pro-
ducing the original directory, so we 
thought we'd just split [the cost)." 
Wright said. 

Due to a miscommunication be-

tween the Registrar's Office and 
Housing and Dining, the Registrar's 
database contained last year's local 
phone and address information for 
returning students and home phone 
and addresses for first-year students, 
rather than up-to-date information. 
The mistake was discovered when 
the campus directory was distributed. 

Next year, student information 
for the campus directory will be 
updated using the Banner system, 
the new online student information 
system. Registrar Jerry Montag said 
the Banner system will automati-
cally update on-campus addresses 
and phone numbers for students. 
In addition, students will be able to 
update their permanent address in-
formation online. 

Wright said the Banner system 
will provide a more efficient method 
of updating student information. 

"What really is going to assure 
that this isn't going to happen again 
is that we are going to be on the 
Banner system," Wright said. "That's 
going to take care of the kinds of 
problems we had this year." 

Cooper said she hopes the new 
system will allow for a faster produc-
tion schedule for the directory. 

"My dream has been to have a 
camp directory that arrives before 
midterm break, and I still believe 
that's possible," Cooper said. 

Cooper said the addendum was 
printed with 23 pages of advertise-
ments as a gesture of good faith 
toward the advertisers who placed 
ads in the original directory. 

"If an advertiser saw the adden-
dum and it didn't have their ad in it, 
they'd think the ad in the directory 
means nothing," Cooper said. "Re-
running the ads is a show of good 
faith to advertisers. No matter if it's 
in the original or the addendum, the 
advertiser is getting the exposure." 

Wright said she recommends stu-
dents use the Web to find the most 
up-to-date information. 

"Anything that's in print is going 
to be out of date almost as soon as it 
gets distributed, so we recommend 
10 people to use the Web as much as 
possible," Wright said. "But at the 
same time, it's nice to have some-
thing you can hold and put on your 
bookshelf." 

Students who find incorrect in-
formation listed on the Web should 
send an e-mail to reg@rice.edu. 

S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Associat ion met Monday. The fo l lowing were d iscussed. 

• The General Elect ions begin today at noon and end Wednesday at 1 
p.m. (See Story. Page 1.) Vot ing is onl ine at http://sa.rice.edu. 

• The Spring Elect ions will be held the week af ter spr ing break to fill 
pos i t ions sti l l empty after the General Elect ions. Pet i t ions for the 
Spring Elect ions are avai lable at the SA of f ice in the Student Center 
and are due Feb. 18. 

• The Leadership Rice of f ice has created a Web site displaying 
MetroRai l schedules, cos ts and pre-planned t r ips. The site is 
avai lable at http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~ricerail/main. 

m SA Student Life Committee co-Chairs Trey Smith and Ellie Quartel 
gave a report on their committee's progress. Quartel said the 
committee is working with Rice University Police Chief Bill Taylor to 
create a system for acclimating new RUPD officers to student life at 
Rice and to organize a pool of students to help with the selection 
process of new officers. The committee also hopes to increase 
communication between students and RUPD officers by hosting 
events such as "Cookies and Cops" at the colleges to allow students 
to meet officers in an informal setting. Anyone interested in working 
with the c o m m i t t e e should contac t Smith or Quarte l at 
wrsmith@rice.edu and equartel@rice.edu, respectively. 

• SA Environment and Facilit;es Committee Chair Guyton Durnin 
updated the senate on his committee's projects. Durnin said he has 
recently completed an environmental sustainability policy for the 
university, which he will present to President Malcolm Gillis. If Gillis 
approves the policy, he will recommend that the Board of Trustees 
adopt it. Durnin said the policy states Rice should increase environ-
mental awareness by adding courses related to the environment to 
the curriculum, hiring a sustainability coordinator to see that new 
building projects are environmentally friendly and cost effective, 
increasing the diversity of plants on campus, and conducting a yearly 
audit of its environmental sustainability. Anyone interested in joining 
the committee should contact Durnin at gwdurnin@rice.edu. 

• The senate approved the General Elections ballot. 

The next meeting will be Monday at 10 p.m. in Farnsworth Pavilion in the 

Student Center. 

CALEB REDFIELD/THRESHER 

The dangers of drinking and driving 
At 11 :30 p.m. on Tuesday, a 34-year-old male who Is unaffiliated with Rice drove onto campus and ran over the 
bollards in front of Lovett College. No one was injured in the accident. The driver had a blood alcohol content of 
.184, over twice the legal limit, and was transported to Harris County Jail. The car was severely damaged, 
which included the wheel rim cracking upon impact. 

Want to stay in the loop? 
If you subscribe to the Thresher, you can keep up with 

campus news, opinion, sports and arts which you can t 

find anywhere else. 
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Five referenda in General Elections 
by Emily Yeomans 

THRESHEK STAFF 

Five separa te re fe renda will ap-
pear on the S t u d e n t Associat ion 
General Elect ions ballot. T h e refer-
enda include p roposed c h a n g e s to 
the Honor Council consti tution, an 
SA a m e n d m e n t that would prohibit 
the election of SA co-presidents, and 
a Rice P rog ram Council r e fe rendum 
to increase the blanket tax for Beer-
Bike. 

"There a re two major controver-
sial i s sues that a re on the ballot, 
a s i d e f r o m t h e e l e c t i o n s t h e m -
selves," SA Elect ions Chair Ames 
Grawer t said. "These will have long-
rang ing effects on the way Rice is 
run in the next couple years , espe-
cially with Beer-Bike." 

It's to make it more 
precise. It won 't 
actually change 
anything except when 
you write the code you 
add that one word. 

— Keith Henneke 
Honor Council chair 

The two most debated i tems on 
the ballot are an RPC blanket tax refer-
endum for Beer-Bike and an amend-
ment to the SA constitution regarding 
co-presidents, Grawert said. 

T h e RPC blanket tax r e f e r endum 
asks s t uden t s w h e t h e r they support 
raising the blanket tax $2 by to cover 
more of Beer-Bike 's operat ing ex-
penses , RPC Pres ident Mary-Mar-

v. • " • •. • *' 

LSAT 

Take a FREE practice test at 
Kaplan's Test Drive and find out. 
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*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners 

M a s t e r Y o u r F u t u r e 

MBA Master of Business Administration 
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U N I V E R S I T Y 
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H O U S T O N 
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For reservations and location contact the Cameron School of Business 
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gare t Miller said. 
" E v e r y y e a r , B e e r - B i k e i s 

u n d e r f u n d e d by a b o u t $10,000," 
Miller, a Wiess College senior , said. 
"Current ly we m a k e up for ou r defi-
cit largely th rough college fines. T h e 
problem with that is that college 
fines aren ' t in tended to fund Beer-
Bike. T h e y a re in tended to be a de-
t e r r e n t , a n d t h e o r e t i c a l l y , w e 
shouldn ' t have fines. If we ever had 
a year w h e r e no o n e got any fines, 
we couldn' t have Beer-Bike the next 
year because we'd have no funds ." 

C o r p o r a t e s p o n s o r s h i p , previ-
ously ano ther source of funding, ha s 
declined over the years , mak ing it 
more difficult to fund t h e event , 
Miller said. 

"The problem in the past ha s been 
that once they find out that they are 
donat ing to Beer-Bike, they don' t 
want to be associa ted with that," 
Miller said. "We've unfor tunate ly 
been forced to look to the s tuden t s 
for m o r e funding." 

T h e Beer-Bike r e f e r endum ap-
peared on last year ' s General Elec-
t ions ballot but did not pass . 

T h e o ther highly controversial 
r e f e r endum on the ballot is the pro-
posed a m e n d m e n t to the SA consti-
tution that would state the office of 
SA president mus t be held by a single 
person, Grawert said. 

"This is some th ing that we said 
at the beg inn ing of the year we were 
going to look at," SA co-President 
Bryan Debbink said. "This t ime it's 
actually going to go to a s tudent 
vote, which is good, and we get to 
find out what the s tuden t s think." 

In addition to the co-presidents 
a m e n d m e n t , the ballot inc ludes sev-
eral h o u s e k e e p i n g c h a n g e s to the 
SA consti tut ion, SA Parl iamentarian 
CW McCul lagh said. 

"The const i tut ion was not only 
redundan t , but it contradic ted itself, 
mainly a round the n u m b e r required 
for a supermajor i ty ," McCullagh, a 
Will Rice College junior, said. "All 
the a m e n d m e n t s passed the [SA] 
Senate by four-fifths, and now they 
just need to go in front of the s tudent 
body," 

In o rder for an a m e n d m e n t to 
pass, it mus t receive a two-thirds 
majori ty of votes with at least 20 
p e r c e n t of s t u d e n t s v o t i n g . 
McCullagh said the Elect ions Com-
mit tee r eo rde red the ballot to in-
c rease the c h a n c e s of fulfilling these 
requ i rements . 

"I^ast year on the ballot, these 
i ssues were on the end of the ballot, 
so you get th rough voting for all 
posit ions and the [University ] Court 
stuff and then you get to the blanket 
taxes and the consti tut ion changes ," 
McCullagh said. "Every r e fe rendum 
is go ing to be at the front of the ballot 
this year." 

' The problem with that 
is that college fines 
aren't intended to fund 
Beer Bike, they are 
intended to he a 
deterrent and 
theoretically we 
shouldn V have fines.' 

— Mary-Margaret Miller, 
RPC President 

Students will also vote on four 
c h a n g e s to the Honor Council con-
stitution and will have the opportu-
nity to answer a survey quest ion 
about the role of Rice's president in 
the Honor Council appeals process . 

H o n o r C o u n c i l C h a i r Ke i th 
Henneke said the first of the four 
c h a n g e s would add a word to the 
Honor Code pledge s tudents write 
on tests, quizzes and papers . 

"We just want to add the word 
' unau thor ized ' be tween 'any' and 
'aid,' so that it says, 'On my honor, I 

have ne i ther given nor received any 
unauthor ized aid on th is exam or 
test , '" Henneke , a J o n e s College se-
nior, said. "It's to m a k e it m o r e pre-
cise. It won't actually c h a n g e any-
th ing except when you write the code 
you add that one word." 

T h e second c h a n g e will add a 
r e f e r ence in the Honor Council 's 
c o n s t i t u t i o n to t h e inves t iga t ive 
m e e t i n g he ld b e f o r e t h e H o n o r 
Council dec ides to have a hear ing. 

T h e third clarifies w h o votes on 
p roposed a m e n d m e n t s to t h e Honor 
Council const i tut ion. 

' If these changes aren't 
made, then we're in a 
Catch-22 of not being 
able to change a 
constitution we 're not 
supposed to have.' 

— Shari Laster, 
Former University Blue editor 

"Last year t h e r e was a small con-
t roversy over who should be voting 
o n p r o p o s e d a m e n d m e n t s — 
w h e t h e r the r e f e r ence in the consti-
tution that said ' s tudent body' was 
specifically r e fe renc ing the under-
g r a d u a t e s tudent body or under-
g r a d u a t e and g radua t e s tudents , " 
H e n n e k e said. 'Tradi t ional ly only 
the u n d e r g r a d u a t e s have voted, so 
we changed it to be specifically the 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s tuden t body." 

T h e fourth c h a n g e would clarify 
t h e distinction between binding and 
n o n - b i n d i n g vo t e s at a h e a r i n g , 
H e n n e k e said. 

In addition to these four changes , 
the Honor Council has included a 
survey quest ion about the role of the 
universi ty pres ident in the appeals 
process . 

"Right now, the p res iden t is the 
second level of appeal for Honor 
Council decisions," H e n n e k e said. 
"Pres ident Gillis last year asked the 
ad hoc commit tee on the Honor Sys-
tem to evaluate w h e t h e r or not he 
n e e d s to cont inue to be the second 
level of appeal. The Honor Council, 
when we were looking into this when 
we cons idered what a m e n d m e n t s to 
p ropose for th is year , was fairly di-
vided, and one of the th ings that 
could help us make up o u r minds is 
knowing what the rest of the s tudent 
body th inks about it." 

S tuden t s will choose a m o n g sev-
eral opt ions r ega rd ing t h e s t ruc ture 
of the appeals process . 

Also included at t h e beg inn ing 
of the ballot will be a r e f e r e n d u m 
revis ing t h e University Blue consti-
tution, f o r m e r U. Blue ed i to r Shari 
l i s t e r said. 

"Under our old constitution, we 
didn't mee t many of the SA's newer 
requi rements for blanket tax organi-
zations." Iiister, a J o n e s College se-
nior, said. "All of the changes that 
have been made in the new constitu-
tion reflect the SA's requ i rements 
and the way that the organization ha s 
operated for the past several years." 

Laster said she h o p e s s tuden t s 
will vote for the changes . 

"It's important that s t uden t s vote 
on t h e c h a n g e s b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e 
based 011 SA r e q u i r e m e n t s that have 
already been approved by the stu-
dent body," I-aster said. "If t hese 
c h a n g e s aren ' t made , then we're in a 
Catch-22 of not be ing able to c h a n g e 
a consti tution we're not supposed to 
have." 

Grawert said h e p lans to publi-
cize the elections in o rde r to increase 
voter turnout . 

"I plan on ge t t ing in contact with 
all t he sena tors and put t ing up post-
ers ," Grawer t said. "A lot of the sena-
tors have been told by the presi-
den t s to go door-to-door the night 
before to remind people. T h e r e will 
be a couple of l l istserv m e s s a g e s ] 
sent out, and a couple of people will 
be announc ing t h e m at lunch, too." 

mailto:cameron@stthom.edu
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Parking at Rice 
Cursed by students since the inception of the automobile, 

parking at Rice has had a little controversy... 
and a lot of grumbling. 

Story and Layout by 

Jeff Bishop and Rachel Ruslin 

KATIE STREIT/ THRESHER 

Arriving to Rice in 1999, Officer 220 (John Parmiter) 
is the best-known face (or tickets) in parking today. 
He was also the 2001 Homecoming Queen. 

A Jan. 20. 1993 Thresher article 
clarified that after a third parking 
violation, a student must present his 
case to one of the deans of students, 
a punishment some might consider 
harsher than the "10 strikes and 
you're out" rule that exists today. 

Parking at Rice has been a bumpy 
ride through controversy and quiet 
over the years, with the most recent 
flare-up causing students in 2002 to 
name the parking gates as Homecom-
ing King and Darth Neill (the alter-
ego to Associate Vice President for 
Finance and Administration Neill 
Binford) as Homecoming Queen. 

Rice's parking system has 
changed greatly through the de-
cades, spurred by new buildings, an 
increase in Rice personnel and stu-
dents, and an increase of employees 
in the Texas Medical Center push-
ing toward Rice (and its parking lots). 

With the light rail just a block 
away, some parking woes can per-
haps be solved with students having 
fewer vehicles on campus. Increased 
fees and fines may discourage stu-
dents from bringing cars to school. 
Only time will tell in what direction 
the university needs to go. 

The 1 9 6 0 s 
Modern Rice parking began in 

1965, with the creation of a yearly 
parking fee. 

On Nov. 4,1964, the Student Sen-
ate (the forerunner to the Student 
Association) passed a recommenda-
tion for the creation of the university 
standing committee on parking, to 
be created of two undergraduate 
students, one graduate student and 
one faculty member. 

One year later, the Senate re-
jected the university-proposed park-
ing plan, which soon went into effect 
nevertheless. It called for the cre-
ation of a $5 yearly parking fee for 
off-campus students. 

There was dull outrage. 

The 1 9 9 0 s 
The 1990s were characterized by 

evolving parking rides and generally 
low fees and fines. While fees for all 
of the close-in lots cost only $75 in 

1993, a larger supply of such spaces 
existed be fore the most recent rou nd 
of buildings was completed. 

Parking policies are not always 
determined by supply and demand 
or rising costs, however. In the fall 
of 1994, the Rice administration at-
tempted to increase the number of 
people in cars coming to campus 
due to the passage of the Federal 
Clean Air Act. Rice implemented 
higher costs for employee close-in 
lots — to $250 from $75 —and insti-
tuted a rewards program to motivate 
people to carpool. 

The shuttle system was deemed 
in need of repair after a deficit of 
$100,000 accumulated during the 
four years leading up to spring 1995. 
The Student Association proposed a 
universal shuttle bus fee that would 
be paid by students, faculty and em-
ployees; Associate Binford proposed 
higher parking fees. 

Charging fees to faculty and staff 
was not deemed feasible, so all under-
graduates were charged a $10 shuttle 
fee. Cost of close-in parking fees for 
students increased by $5 to $80, 
though stadium parking remained 
free. Graduate students, faculty and 
staff were charged $10 for stadium 
parking and $90 for close-in parking. 

A standing parking committee, 
formed that spring, was given the task 
of solving future parking problems. 

The fall of 1995 produced yet an-
other change: The Rice University 
Police Department begun using an 
improved ticket-tracking system to 
determine how many tickets cars had 
been issued. Previously, tickets were 
tracked by hand, often resulting in 
inaccuracies. When the equipment 
was acquired, 59 students were found 
to have more than 10 unpaid tickets. 
The ticketing policy remained the 
same: Fines were tripled after four 
tickets, cars were booted after five. 

As of 1996, premium parking fees 
for students were $83. The stadium 
remained free and the shuttle fee was 
still $10. Employee parking had risen 
slightly to $93, with stadium parking 
for employees remaining at $10. 

little changed in 2000, when the 
cost of premium lots for students had 

risen to $90. The shuttle fee, however, 
tripled to $30. Employee parking costs 
were also raised, with premium lots at 
$120 and stadium lot at $30. 

Gates 
While parking changes occurred 

throughout the '90s, none was as 
drastic as the implementation of 
parking gates. 

"Many folks, including myself, 
had difficulty believing that we would 
ever run out of parking from 25 years 
ago," Binford said. 

The continual loss of spaces due 
to building construction, combined 
with the allure of free parking for 
people from the Texas Medical Cen-
ter, produced a situation where some-
thing requiring a drastic solution. 

'/ have never found 
students to be shy about 
letting me and other 
administrators know 
about their desires.' 

— Neill Binford 
Associate vice president for 
Finance and Administration 

Binford said Rice has added an 
average of one building per year to 
campus during the last20years, struc-
tures ranging in size from additions to 
Abercrombie Engineering laboratory 
and Brown College to the construc-
tion of Martel and Wiess Colleges. 

"If you look at all of these addi-
tions, very few didn't take up park-
ing," Binford said. 

In addition, Binford said more 
people now come to campus to take 
advantage of what Rice has to offer. 

'Twenty-five years ago we didn't 
have outreach programs which were 
anything to brag about," Binford 
said. "Now we have hundreds and 
thousands of people coming on cam-
pus. Now we also have a highly de-

veloped research program. All of that 
leads to the situation of fewer places 
to park close in." 

The April 5, 2002 Thresher an-
nounced parking gates would be part 
of the new parking plan, which also 
included higher fees and paid visitor 
parking. At that time, Binford said 
the parking system was operating at 
a $800,000 deficit each year. 

Students expressed displeasure 
at their lack of input. 

"When the SA found out about it, 
it was already decided for six 
months," SA co-President Michael 
Leggett said. "So when it was handed 
down to the students, there was no 
time to get student opinion on it." 

The Rice community did not react 
positively to the idea of charging cam-
pus visitors for parking, even visitors 
involved in Rice activities such as 
KTRU or the Marching Owl Band. 

"I feel like I've been part of the 
community for 15 years, and all the 
sudden I'm treated like an outsider," 
MOB member and former graduate 
student Chuck Kuffner said. 

Kuffner said that he, like many 
non-students/non-employees in-
volved in campus activities, would 
be willing to pay for parking privi-
leges if they were offered. However, 
pay-per-visit visitor parking re-
mained a part of the proposal. 

Gillis referred the plan to the 
Board ofTrustees, which passed the 
proposal at its May meeting. 

The gates and the new parking 
system hit campus in fall of 2002. 

Parking fees increased sharply 
that semester, the most notable 
change being the $53 fee for stadium 
parking. College lots cost $113, the 
Greenbriar lot $8, and the shuttle fee 
$37. Freshmen, however, were 
charged $150 for stadium parking, 
the first time fees were different for 
students of different years. About 
6,000 proximity cards, cards giving 
drivers access to gated lots, were 
distributed that semester. Addition-
ally, the designations of parking lots 
were changed from letters to names, 
generally after nearby buildings. 

Technological difficulties and de-
layed parts caused installation prob-

lems with the gates, but the system 
went into effect during the last week 
of September. 

Less than two weeks later, seven 
of the parking gate arms had already 
been vandalized. Binford estimated 
total repairs would range from $8,(XX) 
to $10,(XX), with each gate costing 
about $400. 

Future 
In addition to constantly chang-

ing fees and fines, the atmosphere of 
parking at Rice is subject to change. 

Leggett said the future of park-
ing at Rice may be more garages. 

"Rice wants to maintain green 
space," Leggett, a Wiess College se-
nior, said. "In order to do so they 
want future parking underground. A 
parking space underground cost 
something like $38,000 per space, 
where a stadium spot costs $8,000 per 
spot. It's substantially more but 
makes it look a lot nicer and gets 
parking a lot closer to things. 

"It's debatable if it's worth the 
investment and 1 think it's unfair that 
they forced the debt service directly 
onto the students and faculty. The 
other thing they can do is to raise the 
money. Buttheytoldusnobody wants 
to put their name on a garage." 

Binford said the future of park-
ing at Rice will also depend upon the 
evolution of Houston, but that no 
matter what happens in Houston, 
Rice must keep the number of cars 
on campus as low as possible. 

Members of the Rice community 
lacking on-campus parking privi-
leges include its alumni. 

"We made a decision that visitors 
would pay to park at the campus if they 
were parking close in. And we still have 
the Greenbriar Ix>t parking for Rice 
business. .And that decision has been 
made at the highest of levels and that is 
the program," Binford said. "I invite 
alums to come back as often as they 
can, but we can no longer afford to pay 
for parking." 

Binford said feedback is important 
"I have never found students to 

be shy about letting me and other 
administrators know about their de-
sires," Binford said. 

BY THE NUMBERS: FINE REVENUE L v p a v i p c m e n 

I Although fine revenues were expected to decrease after parking gates 
were installed in 2002, revenue has remained relatively stable. 
"Students have more dollars than sense," Associate Vice President for 
Finance and Administration Neill Binford said. "It's not that we are 
looking to gain revenue, but rather to get students to abide for what we 
as a community think is best 
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Student Association General Elections 
< , 

Voting begins online Feb. 13 at noon and ends at 1 pm on Feb. 18. 

To vote, go to http://sa.rice.edu/elections or follow the Rice homepage link. 

SA PRESIDENT SA EXTERNAL VICE PRESIDENT 
Derrick Matthews 

I'm Derrick Matthews, and I want to work for you as your Student Association President. 
I have experience producing real results with RPC, 2005 Class Council, and Rowdy Owls. 
Instead of an agenda of intangible issues, I promise to make the SA capable of enacting real 
changes that you want to see. I've been a new student representative, College Senator, and chair 
of the ad hoc committee on student and student-athlete relations. This year as Internal Vice 
President, I've seen what does and doesn't work, and I have the experience to lead the SA. 

Senators- They bring your goals to the SA, so we don't spend time on issues that you aren't interested in. 
NSRs- New students are our greatest untapped resource. Let's organize the senate so they can get things done. 
Office hours- Senate members and I will have office hours every week, accomplishing your goals, and available to 

hear your input 
Committee reorganization- SA goals will be delegated to interested Senate members or students. Focusing our 

efforts will increase efficiency and expand the roles of NSRs, senators, and the executive committee. 
Meetings- Make Monday nights about communication, not logistics.And I have more things to change. 

Manu Gupta 
I'm Manu Gupta , and I want to be your Student Association External Vice President. I 

have experience working for the Rice community as a member of Rice EMS and as a former 
student representative on the University Standing Commit tee on the Undergraduate 
Curr iculum. My goal is bring the issues that are important to you and make sure your 
opinions are heard. I will work closely with the SA President and the rest of the senate to make 
sure what you want gets done. I have produced real results working with the SA before as 
a member of the ad hoc committee on the academic calendar that helped bring back midterm 
break for the spring semester.As the Student Association External Vice President I will be 

given the responsibility of appoint ing people to University Standing Committees and organizing SA Retreats and 
Families Weekend. O n e of my goals will be to streamline the committee system. By working with the SA Internal Vice 
President, I will facilitate better communicat ion between the SA standing committees and the University Standing 
Committees. I push you to vote in the upcoming election, and I hope you will choose me as your Student Association 

External Vice President. 

With an organized SA.weCAN tackle college equality, the RMC, the RecCenter, RUPD, athletics, and more. Vote Mk £ p Q F T F A 
Derrick Matthews for SA President to see a Student Association that makes visible changes during your time at Rice. P C 1 " I A A 1 C 

William McKee Gabriela Perez-Hobrecker 

it takes is your vote. 

This coming year is critical. We're getting a new university president. The alcohol policy 
is under review. Students are paying more for less service. It's time to make the Student 
Association a governing body that truly represents you, tackles the tough issues, and actually 
gets something done. My name is William McKee, and when you elect me SA President we 
can begin the process of reinvigorating an organization that needs to start listening to 
students, discussing the issues, and making its processes more efficient. I 'm here to represent 
your opinions and ideas. My record ofservice at not just the university level, but at the college 
level as well, giving me insight on how the university works from top to bottom. Now, all 

E x p e r i e n c e 
SA Senator 

Rice University Athletic Commit tee 
Lovett College Treasurer and Associate Justice 

Brown O - W e e k co-advisor 
Beer Bike Track Coordinator 

Rowdy Owls member 

Goals 
Foster relationship between students and new Rice president 

Review of campus safety 
Ensure integrity of Rice alcohol policy 

Creation of Annual SA Gift program with surplus funds 
Fight to maintain Rice Shuttle Service 

Improve Silver Saver Card program 
Demand better service from Bookstore, Registrar 

Cheaper on-campus printing fees 
SA shirts done right, the first time 

Finish expansion of SA website 
Find new ways to generate interest in Athletics 

Make the SA approachable for all students 

My name is Gabriela Perez-Hobrecker. I am currently a sophomore at Wiess College and I am running for the 

Student Association Secretary this year. As the SA Secretary, my duties would include keeping and distributing 

minutes of the SA meetings, keeping track of Student Senate membership and a list of the active student organizations 

and their presidents, as well as be responsible for all the records of the Student Association. I am interested in this 

position because it is important to keep this information organized and readily available and would like to see more 

students involved in campus activities and organizations. I believe that I am qualified because of my work at the Career 

Services Center office and my experience in Leadership Rice, where I took on the role of the "organizer" in my team 

project. Thank you for considering me as a candidate for SA Secretary. 

CAMPANILE EDITOR 
Jenny Voight & Michael Pavlak 

Jenny Voight is currently the Photo Editor for the Campanile. She is a junior majoring in Managerial Studies and 
Visual Art, emphasizing photography. She was the editor of her high school yearbook in 2000. Her design experience 
will be complemented by Mike Pavlak's technical skills. 

Mike edited the Senior section of his high school yearbook and is currently the Associate Flditor for Clubs, Martel, 
Will Rice, and Lovett. Mike is an English / Managerial Sciences major and is skilled in all of the software used by 
the Campanile, including Photoshop and Pagemaker. We plan on making the 2005 Campanile an outstanding work 
that continues the stylistic and content improvements made over the past several years. 

RSVP CHAIR 
William McKee for SA ['resident 

Alan Phan 
H ' everyone! I'm going to keep this short and simple. 

1. Loyalty - For three years, I have consistently been active in Baker Cabinet, Baker 
sports, VSA, CSA, SAS, APASA, FRB, the President's Council on Minority Affairs, and 
the Student Association itself. 

2. Experience - I have served as an SA New Student Representative, SA elections chair, 
and the VSA EVP. This year I'm serving as VSA President and APASA Chair. 
3. Accountability -1 depend on my friends to correct me when I am wrong and to make-

sure I fulfill my promises. As members of the Student Association, I will depend on all 
of you to keep me honest and a straight-shooter. 

4. Dedication — Anyone who knows me knows that whatever task I take on, whatever job I set out to 
do, I will do it to the fullest extent humanly possible. Period. I have a dream that the SA can become what 
it was always meant to be - the medium through which the concerns of all students can be addressed. To 
realize this dream, I will do what I do best: innovate and communicate. I take what is there already, and I 
make it better. I draw people in and I get them to be passionate about the things that I care about. I make 
people feel like they're part of a Pham-ily. So vote Alan Pham for SA President, and let me do what I love 
to do. 

Ed Chao & Cara Virgili 

Parisa Azamian 
As an active member of the Rice community for the past three years, I can assure you of my 
ability to be your voice as Student Association President. My extensive experience in the SA 
and other important campus organizations has prepared me well to be your representative. 
My involvement includes: 
- Elected Secretary of the Student Association (2002-03) 
- Student Association New Student Representative, Flanszen College (2001-02) 
-Co-C Coordinator, Rice Women's Resource Center (2003-04) 

- ADVANCE member (2003-2004) 
- Active leader in Rice Dance Theatre and KTRU Rice Radio (2001-2004) 

- Advisor, Orientation Week (Sid Richardson 2002, Hanszen 2003) 

I have a passion to serve the student body, and I will turn student opinion into tangible plans of action. I can assure 
you that the following will be accomplished in the coming year: 

- I will tackle the tough issues including possible alcohol policy and tuition changes 

- I will run efficient SA meetings and involve members outside of the Senate 

- I will delegate responsibilities and better utilize the Executive Committee and College Senators 

- I will emphasize greater involvement between the SA and campus organizations 
- I will form close ties with College governments through constant communication and an acccssiblc, streamlined SA 
website 
- I will be accessible and available to you to voice your concerns. 

I am determined to accurately represent you and take action. If you want your voice to be heard, vote for Parisa Azamian 
for SA President. 

Want to volunteer and don ' t know how? It would be our goal as your RSVP co-chairs 
to increase the awareness of service opportunities and to motivate Rice students to immerse 
ourselves 'beyond the hedges'. We want to provide frequent, scheduled service projects and 
enhanced publicity so thai everyone is informed and involved. O u r objeciive as co-chairs 
is for each and every Rice student to have, by graduation time, participated in a RSVP-
sponsored communi ty project. We hope that you will make this ambition a reality. Cara 
was co-coordinator of RSVP's Alternative Spring Break Service Tr ip and campus-wide 
blood drive coordinator. Ed was the Hunger and Homelessness committee chair, and has 

coordinated Outreach Day and the Hunger Banquet. Additionally, we have boih served as college (Cara at Baker and 
Ed at Brown) representatives freshman year. We are looking forward to continuing our commitment to RSVP and 
its mission. 

RSVP INTERNAL VICE-CHAIR 
Tony Lieu 

In my short time here al Rice Universi ty, I have been actively involved with a great 
service organization: RSVP. I have enjoyed all the meet ings, publicity campaigns , and 
especial ly, the service we have provided lo the local communi ty and to our own campus . 
I am running for the RSVP Internal Vice-President position because I believe it is the 
position that al lows me to exert my abilities and leadership in their fullest capacity in 
order to make a positive contribution to the organization. I have great communicat ion 
skills, which include the ability to actively listen to others, articulate my ideas and 
thoughts in a logical and coherent fashion, generate enthusiasm among group members , 

organize and plan events in a punctual and eff icient manner , and a diligent work ethic-all skills required in order 
to successful maintain and thrive in this position. With the above mentioned qualif icat ions. I believe that I am 
deserving of this position and would be honored to be able to serve as the 2004-05 RSVP Internal Vice-President. 

THRESHER EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Jonathan Yardley & Lindsey Gilbert 

We are both juniors — Lindsey at Jones and Jon at Will Rice — and have worked 
together on the I hresher for almost three years. Lindsey began as an assistant news editor 
and spent a year as news editor. Jon began as assistant sports editor and spent two years as 
sports editor. We know Rice, we know the Thresher and we know how to work with each 
other, so we hope to be proof that it is better to have two people for certain positions. 

http://sa.rice.edu/elections
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RSVP EXTERNAL VICE-CHAIR 
Jason Cheng 

I am Jason Cheng and I am running for RSVP External Vice-Chair. I have spent the 
past year serving as RSVP s treasurer. The experience 1 have gained working inside 
RSVP this past year and participating in the club 's numerous community service 
activities has prepared me to take on an even greater and more active role in the 
organization. As external Vice-Chair, I would put my greatest efforts into helping 
coordinate the volunteer efforts of the club. I will work with my fellow officers and 
committee chairs to ensure the enhancement of RS VP's community service programs. 
I will work alongside the committee chairs to explore new avenues for existing and 

potential future programs. Through these efforts , I hope to bring greater interest and participation in RSVP's 
community service programs. It is my hope that by acting as External Vice-Chair, I will not only help RSVP 
fulfill its goal of bringing service to those in the community, but also help the organization grow and improve 
for the future. 

Jenny Werdenberg 
Hey, I'm Jenny Werdenberg and I am running for External Vice Chair ofRSVP. Since most ofyou probably don't 

know, EVC coordinates the committee chairs who are in charge of the different branches of community service that 
RSVI facilitates and implements. I m currently a sophomore at Jones college and in the past two years I have served 
as an RSVP representative and this year as Children's Committee Chair. I'm running for EVC because I would like 
to become more involved in the planning of RSVP events and after serving as a committee chair this year I feel that 
I have good insight into the kinds or resources and help that Committee Chairs will need throughout the year. 

So please vote for me : ) 

Matthew 25:31-46 

HONOR COUNCIL SR. REP. (CONTINUED) 

Matthew Mino 
As both an At-Large and College Rep, I have served the Honor Council for the past 

two years with the purpose of providing fairness to the student body and integrity to the 
Honor System. 1 have supported and will continue to fight for our ability to regulate our 
own academic integrity. If elected, I promise tocontinue to be a fair and moderate voice 
that will insure that no abuse of the system takes place by the appeals board, members 
of the council , or other students. I believe in the Honor System and the Council. I 
consider it to be my most important role at Rice and ask for the opportunity to continue 
to serve you. 

John (Jeb) Britt 
My name is John Ellis Britt (Jeb) and I want to be one of your Senior Representatives to the Honor Council. 

My experience as an At-Large Rep has given me a wealth of knowledge and insight into Honor Code related issues, 
including: 

•Recent changes made to the appeals process, 
•Continual revisions of the new appeals process to make it a more student-run system, 
•Proposed amendments to the Constitution regarding the structure of elections, 
•Appropriate penalties and maintaining uniformity from case to case 

This fall the University sent me to the annual Academic Integrity conference. There I learned how honor codes 
work and don ' t work at other institutions. Seeing how other schools address Academic Integrity has made me 
committed to preserving and improving the system we have in place here at Rice, and I want to continue to work 
towards that goal as your Senior Rep next year. 

-

RSVP SECRETARY 
Jennifer Lai 

Hey everyone, I just wanted to give you all a little update on what I will be doing 
for RSVP. As a f reshman, I was a college representative this year and I attended the 
big events held on campus, such as Project Pumpkin and Outreach Day. I have already 
started helping to coordinate the spring Outreach Day, which we hope to have a great 
turnout. Please let me know if you are at all interested in volunteering or helping out 
on that day! As the largest volunteer program on campus, the Rice Student Volunteer 
Program has a lot to offer , and I am excited to be a part of it. 

HONOR COUNCIL JR. REP. (PICK SI 

Loyola Gressot 

As sophomore rep this past year, I have striven to safeguard the honor system 
in a manner that is fair and just to all. I have reflected the interests of those I 
represent in my decisions and hope that you choose to reelect m e so that I may 
continue to do so. 

RPC PRESIDENT 
Ginny Stuckey 

Did you know there's a campus organization that buys H O T tickets and subsidizes the 
cost for Rice Students? You should help us pick the shows! Did you know that students 
plan Esperanza? Help us find a cool venue! Did you know there are people who use their 
budget solely on social events for students? Or who work to promote Rice spirit and 
morale? We already get your taxes, come help us spend your money!!! JRPC—Tuesdays 
at 9pm in the RMC. Vote for GINNY STUCKEY for your next RPC president!!! AND, 
get ready tor an exciting new event—TASTE O F T H E T O W N — c o m i n g to you March 

HONOR COUNCIL SR. REP. (PICK4) 
Elspeth Simpson 

I'm Elspeth Simpson, a junior at Wiess College majoring in Computer Science and 
Economics. I've served on the Honor Council tor all 3 years that I've been at Rice. During 
my time on the Council, I have served on investigations, hearings, and as an investigator. 
I've also been involved with revising the Council's procedures and Constitution in an 
attempt to respond to student concerns. I am dedicated to preserving the integrity of the 
Honor System at Rice, and to making this system more open and responsive to student 
input. I feel my years of experience on the Council as well as my background in both 
Engineering and Social Sciences make me well-prepared to serve the students of Rice. I 
would be honored to be one of your Senior Representatives. 

Travis Youngblood 
I have served the student body by being a part of the Honor Council in one way or 

another for the past two years. My sophomore year 1 served as an ombudsman. Doing this 
allowed me to learn the intricacies of the system from a procedural standpoint. This year 
I served as an At-Large Representative. While on the Council I served as a member of 
two committees and a Chair of another. I also attended a conference on academic 
integrity where I benefited from exchanging ideas with representatives from other 
school 's honor systems. In my last year at Rice I would like the opportunity to continue 
my service as a Senior Class Representative. 

Mariam Chughtai 
Our university admits intellectuals from all over the world, recognizing the benefits of 

a diverse student body. We possess a range of perspectives that our peers at less diverse 
universities do not benefit from. Institutions at Rice, especially the Honor Council, must 
avail this accessible diversity as an indispensable resource. It needs these distinctive thought 
processes in deciding critical academic futures of Rice students. I believe that my international 
background and minority status will contribute constructively towards Rice preserving its 
enduring tradition of a meticulous Honor System. As Ombudsman I gained unmatched 
exposure to the Honor Council. A thorough knowledge of policy serves as an excellent 

foundation for aspiring, future Council members. Having familiarized myself thoughtfully with the functional details 
of the system, I believe I am a credible candidate for this worthy position. I aspire to be a Senior Representative as people 
in my class are the coolest at Rice! However, my most valued asset are the friendships of numerous exceptional people 
from all classes and colleges. I see myself as a conscientious representative of all students as opposed to a self-
opinionated element of a distant Council. My belief is in 'innocent unless proven guilty' and in prudent, multi-
viewpoint deliberation. 1 commit to standing up against any compromise to these principles or any other that makes 
our Honor Council anything less than a source of pride for Rice students. 

Amber Obermeyer 

First and foremost, I care very much about the integrity associated with your (and my) 
Rice degree. It was with the idea of preserving this integrity that I am became a sophomore 
honor council representative this past year. I believe wholeheartedly in the spirit of the 
honor code and the honor council, thus it is my primary goal as a council member to see 
this spirit upheld. 

Divya Pande 
For t h o s e of you who don ' t k n o w me, my n a m e is Divya Pande , and I am r u n n i n g 

for the posi t ion of junior c lass represen ta t ive to the H o n o r Council . I am current ly a 
Hanszen col lege sophomore . I have served on the counci l for the past two yea r s a s 
both a f r e s h m a n c lass and a s o p h o m o r e c lass represen ta t ive . T h u s , I certainly have 
m u c h e x p e r i e n c e in all a spec t s of the council , f rom or ientat ion to overall H o n o r 
Counci l policy. 

I bel ieve that the Honor Code is a vital par t of Rice's a cademic sys tem and 
t radi t ion. It al lows for a h igh level of t rus t b e t w e e n t h e s tuden t s , t h e p rofessors , and 
even the adminis t ra t ion . T h e luxur ie s of t ake -home e x a m s and u n p r o c t o r e d t e s t s 

shou ld not be taken for g r an t ed . T h e Honor Code is an impor tan t aspec t of Rice 's educa t ion that s e t s th i s 
universi ty apar t f rom o t h e r univers i t ies ; f u r t h e r m o r e , the fact that it is a s tuden t - run sys t em is even m o r e 
beneficial to us. Al though I cer ta in ly want the adminis t ra t ion and faculty to stay involved and place the i r 
conf idence in the H o n o r Council , I feel that we should mainta in it as a s tuden t - run organizat ion above all. 

In t e r m s of violat ions and penalt ies, I f irmly bel ieve that pena l t i e s should be rehabi l i ta t ive as 
opposed to b e i n g punit ive. T h e idea beh ind hand ing out pena l t i es is to p ro t ec t the in tegr i ty of the sys tem 
for the vast major i ty of the s t u d e n t body. I would love the c h a n c e to se rve on the Counci l again and con t inue 
to r ep re sen t t h e b e s t i n t e re s t s of t h e junior class. 

Brandon Mack 
What's up Rice!!! My name is Brandon Mack better known as B-Mack. I'm a 

sophomore at Wiess College, and I hope to be your next Honor Council Junior Rep. I'm 
currently a College Rep for the BSA, the Secretary of the NAACP, the f^ntertainment 
Director of the Stayin Awake for Kids Sake Dance Marathon, a member of ADVANCE, and 
a Student Ambassador. As a member of these organizations I have came in contact with a 
large and diverse group of the Student Body here at Rice. 1 feel that I can bring my 
knowledge and experiences with these individuals to the Honor Council in order to ensure 
that the decisions of the Honor Council reflect the views of the Student Body. I'm a good 

listener, and I'm open-minded which means I will carefully listen and consider all the evidence in order to reach a fair 
and just decision. My life's goal is to become a Supreme Court Justice and kick Clarence Thomas off the bench. 
(Provided he disinfects the seat before he leaves). Unlike Justice Thomas, 1 hope to bring a fair and just sense of justice 
that is not based on alliances to any particular group here at Rice. I want to represent not only the sentiments of the 
Junior Class but also the sentiments of Rice as a whole. If you want your Honor Council to reflect this sense of justice 
then vote for the B-Mack, Daddy Mack, and Please give this dog a vote. 

HONOR COUNCIL SOPH. REP. (PICK SI 

Rachel Hamilton 

I am running for Sophomore Honor Council Rep. because 1 believe the student-
run Honor System is an important part of Rice. Having served as a Freshmen Rep., 
I know being a good Honor Council member requires considerable dedication I 
have enjoyed serving this year and 1 want to continue because I am invested and 
interested in the future of the Honor Code. 
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HONOR COUNCIL SOPH. REP. ICOND KTRU STATION MANAGER 
Becky Thilo 

Becky Tltilo, am running for Sophomore Class Honor Council Representative. I am 
currently a freshman at Hanszen. This past year, I have served as one of the two Freshman 
Class Honor Council Representatives. I would love to serve again on the Honor Council 
for 2004-2005 and represent the sophomore population at Rice. I am committed to and 
excited (yes, excited) about the Honor Code. In addition to serving on hearings at id 
investigations, attending meetings, and participating in committee work, I have been 
working on the preservation of Honor Council history. 1 encourage anyone reacting this to 
check out the Honor Council website, especially the section titled Council History. It you 

are interested in seeing who has served on the Honor Council from 1916 to present, I especially encourage you to check 
out the picture of the Council in 1968 (my personal favorite on the site). Also, 1 am always available to answer questions 
or hear comments about the Honor Council. 

UNIVERSITY COURT JR. REP. ifick J. 
Katherine Corley 

Remember when you discovered that fire and Everclear don't mix? Or the time 
you had a little too much fun at Tower Party? Or when you couldn't resist that empty 
golf cart." After two years as a UCourt Justice, I've seen it all. 1 know the fair 
sanctions for the above offenses, and I also know how to protect your rights. Think 
about the next time the sketchy blue punch at N O D gets the best of you, and elect 
me for UCourt Junior Rep. Trust two years of experience. 

UNIVERSITY COURT SOPH. REP. (PICK 2) 

Ting Wang 
William Penn once referred to Lady Justice as having "but one Scale and Weight, 

for Rich and Poor, Great and Small." Although she is blind to bias, she is guided by 
the cause of righteousness. Such principles of justice and impartiality are what I 
bring to University Court in addition to: Experience: I have already garnered much 
experience and exposure to various cases from being a University Court Freshmen 
Representative this year.Professionalism: My purpose in University Court is now, 
and always will be, to judge impartially. A Student's Perspective: I feel capable of 
bringing a student's perspective into University Court so that justice will not be 
callously or irresponsibly applied.I believe 1 have the proven dedication, experience, 

and professionalism needed for Sophomore Representative to University Court. Pro bono publico. Thanks 
to all. 

Alison Morgan 

the chance to continue serving as a representative next year. 

SAMMY THE OWL 
Lanny Bose 

Audrey Nath 

his 

Hello, I'm Audrey Nath, a junior at Will Rice. I'll be running for Station Manager for K I RU for 2004-2005, alter 
6 semesters of DJing and a year as Program Director. 

UNIVERSITY BLUE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

I feel that I would make a competent and fair Sophomore University Court representative. 
I've been serving as a freshman justice on the Court this year and have thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. I've been able to observe how the Court is run by sitting in on formal and 
informal hearings for all varieties of transgressions. So I have some experience in deciding 
what factors need to be considered before a decision on charges and sanctions can be reached 
by the Court on any given case. I have also been able to familiarize myself with the 
University Court Constitution and the Student Code of Conduct. I'm a great admirer of 
the concept of the University Court. It allows accused students to tell their side of the story 
and be judged fairly and without bias by their peers. This year I was completely impressed 

by the seriousness with which University Court members took their responsibilities, and I am eager to make a similar 
commitment. If elected I will do my best to uphold the values of the Constitution. I would be honored to be given 

John Koch & Elizabeth Rinker 
We aspire to be your co-editors-in-chief ol University Blue for 2004-05. Elizabeth is 

the current editor-in-chief of UBlue and has held the office of poetry editor for two years. 
John has served as prose editor for the last two years. We are both English majors, and have 
five years combined experience on the UBlue staff.University Blue is Rice's student literary 
and visual arts magazine. Our goal for next year is to increase the visibility and prominence 
of UBlue on campus. To reach this goal, we will promote submissions to the magazine year 
round, in both fall and spring. We will seek to distinguish UBlue from other publications 
on campus—how-to-get-a-job handouts, telephone directories, meet sheets—by redesigning 
UBIue's layout to befit a contemporary literary magazine. After publication, we will make 

UBlue as accessible as possible by providing it in all colleges, Fondren Library, Rice Coffeehouse, and major f aci I it* -> 
on campus. In working towards these ends, we are running as co-editors to provide consistent commitment to UBlue 
and management of its processes. Looking over the past years, we have come to believe UBlue can be benefited by 
dispersing the responsibility of editorship amongst two students, preventing personal priorities from eclipsing our 
duties to the magazine. We will dedicate our senior year to presenting and promoting the wealth of ideas and creativity 
Rice has to offer, to the best of our design. 

Sincerely,John Koch and Elizabeth Rinker 

RBT STATION MANAGER 
Bradley Chase 

Over the past year, Rice Broadcast Television has risen to the next level. Last summer, several members developed 
an entirely new Video On Demand system. Currently integrated into our new website, the system allows faster and 
more reliable V O D service. RBT has been working with Rice Athletics to film and rebroadcast Rice games and this 
semester, we plan to broadcast several games live to the entire campus. RBT members have filmed other campus events, 
such as an ADVANCE forum last semester, which have been rebroadcast to the campus at large. In just a few weeks, 
RBT will bring you live coverage of the SA debates. We have also been developing new internal content, such as the 
Rice Rock Show and CIM Sports. Commensurate with the expansion of our repertoire of shows and services, RBT 
has vastly improved the quality and technological capacity of our station. With industry standard broadcast and graphic 
tools, our productions have a level of professionalism inconceivable for most college television stations. As station 
manager, I would hope to continue the success of RBT and continue to strive to better serve the interests of the Rice 
student body. 

RBT PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Eric Williams 

I have worked for RB T for the past 4 years. My first appearance was on a contest to see who could find the Tiki 
Torch and bring it to the closet-like office in Mudd. Since then, RBT has become a blanket tax organization, and has 
extreme improvements. I have helped to set up the station so we can go live from Reckling, Autry, anywhere in the RMC 
and many other locations on campus. I helped to purchase the Video Toaster 3 system we currently use, as well as the 
professional camera we use for live events. I have worked to put Rice sports on live on Channel 5, as well as streamed 
over the Internet. Along with my team, I was a national finalist for Best Sports Play by Play from the College 
Broadcasting Association. I currently produce CIMSports, Hump Day and The Friday break, including Punk Rock 
Tony Hawk, Visualize and the Rice Rock Show. I hope to continue to bring interesting programming to the Rice 
campus next year. If that needs changing or anything, please let me know. - Eric Williams 

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL REP. (PICK 2 ) 

In case you missed him the first go-round, meet Lanny Bose, current tenant of the 
one and only Sammy the Owl suit. In the past year, he certainly put that suit through 
it's paces. From trips to the College World Series to starring roles with other mascots 
at Rockets and Aeros games, Lanny has done quite a bit in that suit. However, there's 
one thing Lanny's done in that suit more than anything else, and that thing is 
sweat.In fact, on an evening SportsCenter during the College World Series, Linda 
Cohn quoted Lanny from an Associated Press article detailing just how sweaty he 
was under the hot Omaha sun. You could tell by the twinkle in her eye that she 
hadn't heard of anything sexier than a sweaty college student wearing twenty-five 

pounds of soaking wet fur .The fact of the matter is, it would be criminal to let someone else put that suit 
on after the drenching it's gone through over the past ten months. If anyone should have to deal with the 
stench of a gamey owl suit, it's Lanny (well, and his poor roommate Fede somebody give this kid a hand 
for putting up with that in his room all year). So, stick with what works. Vote Lanny for Sammy. Because 

Natassja Lewinski 

Nastassja Lewinski is a sophomore student from Hanszen college. For those that don't 
know the University Council consists of members of the faculty, administration, and 
student body who advise the President on matters of appointments, curricula modifications, 
degree requirements, and general plans and goals. As the Undergraduate Representative, 
Nastassja hopes to address campus recruiting, outside scholarships, and campus safety. 

GENERAL ELECTIONS REFERENDA 

"Do you support raising the blanket tax $2 to cover the increasing Beer Bike operating expenses? Currently, Beer Bike 
receives $3 of the total blanket tax through Rice Program Council ." 

"Do you support the following changes to the University Blue consti tution?" (visit www.ricesa.com/elections/2004 and 
select "University Blue Constitution" to see full revisions.) 

"Do you support the following changes to the Honor Council Constitution? They will be voted on individually: 
1. Adding "unauthorized" before "aid" in the pledge. 
2. Clarifying that only the undergraduates vote to approve Consti tut ional changes. 
3. Add ing a reference to the investigative meeting. 
4. Specifying that the only votes that are of consequence in a meeting are the binding votes of full members. 

" D o you suppor t the following changes to the Student Association Const i tu t ion, including the removal of co-presidency as 
a candidacy option?" (visit www.ricesa.com/elections/2004 and select "Student Association Const i tut ion" to view full revi-
sions. Also, the co-presidency amendmen t will be voted on separately.) 

http://www.ricesa.com/elections/2004
http://www.ricesa.com/elections/2004
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THE 

THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 19, 2004. 

EDITORS1 

p icks 
t o n i g h t a n d 

t o m o r r o w 

OFF THE 
RECORD, ON 
THE QT, AND 
COMPLETLY 
HUSH HUSH 

Looking for a little humor 

mixed with intrigue? 

Check out the Rice 

Players' production of 

Charles Busch's Red 

Scare on Sunset. It is a 

political satire set in 

Hollywood during the 

McCarthy era. 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

8 p.m. Hamman Hall. 

General admission $10, 

facul ty /s taf f /a lumni $8. 

students $5. Please call 

(713) 348-PLAY for more 

information. 

s u n d a v 

INTRODUCING 
DOROTHY 

DANDRIDGE 

Into classic movie 

musicals? Don't miss Otto 

Preminger's Carmen 

Jones at the MFAH. This is 

the one that made 

Dorothy Dandridge the 

first African-American 

actress nominated for the j 

Best Actress Oscar, j 

Sunday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. I 

Brown Auditorium Theater, j 

1 0 0 1 Bissonnet St. | 

$1 with student I.D. 1 

Please call (713) 639- j 

7300 for more | 

information. I 

w e d n e s d a y \ 

GET INTO THE \ 
GROOVE 

There's a great bill at Fat 

Cat's with Da Hawney Troof 

and the ultra-cool The Like 

Young opening for 

Mates of State. 

9 p.m. Wednesday. Fat 

Cat's. 4216 Washington 

Ave. Please call (713) 869-

5263 for more ^ 

information. 

IS THE CUT 

'Monologues' speak to more than just themselves 
Madeleine Chollet 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Vaginas need comfort. Perhaps 
it is not the most poignant state-
ment, but when said aloud, it is one 
infused with exhilaration, wit and 
passion — three adjectives that aptly 
describe The Vagina Monologues. 

% 'the vagina 
monologues' 

Lovett College Commons 
Rating: * * * 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Tonight and tomorrow at 
8 p.m. $5 students, $7 non-

students, $1 off for all males on 
Friday night. 

Under the direction of Will Rice 
college senior and Thresher Arts 
and Entertainment co-Editor Carly 
Kocurek and Hanszen College jun-
ior Parisa Azamian, this diverse cast 
executes an above-average portrayal 
of the lives of females around the 
world and the struggles and tri-
umphs of womanhood. While some 
of the actresses are shaky in their 
roles, an impressive share of phe-
nomenal performances makes this 
show worth seeing. 

The play consists of a series of 
monologues about vaginas and is-
sues relating to femininity, sex and 
gender. The play examines the lives 
of women — from an abused wife to 
a confused teen — in an attempt to 
a c k n o w l e d g e the contr ibut ions 
women have made to the world 
and their value in the community. 
Raising i s s u e s of domes t i c vio-
lence, genital mutilation, loneli-
ness and rape. The Vagina Mono-
logues conveys important informa-
tion in a way that is entertaining 
but still serious. 

QUEEN OF THE DESERT 

In a horrific account entitled 
" M e m o r y of Her Face ," Sid 
Richardson College junior Lisa Jus-
tin descr ibes how one husband 
threw acid in his wife's face, not only 
destroying her flesh, but also h< r 
ability to communicate within the 
larger community. 

Another monologue, "My Short 
Skirt," performed by Wiess College 
senior Jill Browning competently 
addresses issues of female empow-
erment in a relatively pleasant fash-
ion, flowing from feelings of hostility 
to comfort. 

As a whole , the play is well 
b a l a n c e d , i n t e r s p e r s i n g t h e 
darker p ieces with more uplifting 
ones , producing a multi-faceted 
work that leaves the audience not 
horribly depressed , but empow-
ered and aware. 

[A]n IMPRESSIVE 
share of 
phenomenal 
performances 
makes this 
show worth 
seeing. 

Two of the most powerful pieces 
in the play are wickedly funny, incit-
ing outright laughter. The perfor-
mances by Director of Multicultural 
Affairs Catherine Clack and Lovett 
College junior Adriana Ramirez are 
amazing. Clack's enthusiasm and 
blunt attitude make even the most 
squeamish gynecologica l topics 
funny, and Ramirez's imitation of 
different types of moans during sex 
is classic. 

STUART SINCLAIR/THRESHER 

Hanszen College senior Anna Cocheme discusses discovering her clitoris in 
The Vagina Monologues. 

Unfortunately, not all of the 
actresses perform as well as the 
aforementioned, causing the play to 
drag at times, especially during the 
middle third. Another cause of this 
transient drag is a lack of move-

ment; in a lmost every monologue, 
the ac t resses are seated and their 
body language is limited to the bare 
essentials. Although the directors 
clearly designed the production with 

Sec VAGINA, Page t9 

Strong lead performance conquers weak script in 'Story' 
Lauren Mikus 
FOR THE THRESHER 

Japanese Story is a loosely-knit 
patchwork quilt comprised of alien-
ation, solidarity regardless of cul-
tural differences and the fragility of 
human relationships and existence. 

Japanese story' 

in theaters 
Rating: * + * (out of five) 

The plot centers around the 
experience of Sandy Edwards (The 
Sixth Se/ise'sToni Collette), a thirty-
something geologist from Australia 
whose work at a software company 
satiates her entire existence. Forced 
against her will, a perturbed Sandy 
assumes the assignment of escort-
ing a Japanese businessman (whose 
father owns a large percentage of 
the company) on a tour of Australia's 
iron ore industry and its vast and 
mysterious deserts. 

When Sandy and her charge meet, 
the clash of cultures is visually obvi-
ous. Sandy pulls up to the airport in a 
dirt-caked 4Runner late, disheveled and 
adorned in wrinkles to greet the suited 
and spruced refinement of the oh-so-

pretty Tachibana 
Hiromitsu (Gotaro 
Tsunashima). T h e 
pair instantaneously 
ride on each other 
nerves . T o Hiro-
mitsu, Sandy isloud, 
overly aggress ive 
and disrespectful. 
S a n d y f inds Hi ro-
mitsu d e g r a d i n g , 
b u r d e n s o m e a n d 
h a r d - h e a d e d l y 
i gnorant . 

• V 

h h h h k 
L r *i MumZ i 

COURTESY SAMUEL GOLDWVN FILMS 

Tonl Collette stars as Sandy Edwards, an Australian geologist stranded in the outback in Japanese Story. 

Hiromitsu's tendency to fail to ac-
cept Sandy's advice as they explore 
the depths of the Pilbara Desert re-
sults in the pair being stranded in the 
dangerous outback, at which point 
Sandy and Hiromitsu are forced to 
reshape the state of their union for 
the assurance of survival. As a result, 
their relationship changes tides from 
disrespect to love (sex, actually) .This 
period of harmony, however, is cut 
short by a radical and unexpected 
event that changes the course of the 
entire film. 

Although Japanese Story reso-
nates slightly as refreshing and 

unique, the script, by screenwriter 
Alison Tilson, projects a plot that is 
eternally wanting. It appears as 
though Tilson was so desperate to 
secure a multitude of themes within 
the script that she only managed to 
deliver the abridged version of ele-
ments that should have been either 
further explored or eliminated. In 
many areas of the plot, she serves us 
skim milk when what we are craving 
is whole milk. 

For example, the external reason 
for Hiromitsu's trip to Australia is 
discussed several times by many 
characters without ever offering 

viewers any clear explanation for his 
visit. Initially, the audience is de-
ceived into thinking that Hiromistu 
is merely embarking on some dry 
business agenda. Although the film 
later reveals the crux of his journey 
to be a soul-searching venture, the 
attempts at an objective justification 
for his adventure detracts and 
muddles Hiromitsu's more powerful 
motivation within the story. 

Director Sue Rrooks—whose last 
theatrical release of Road To Nhill 
was nearly seven years ago — suffi-
ciently performs the difficult task of 

Sec DESERT. Page 19 
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Ml RRA) TAKE!) TOKYO 

Coppola infuses sparkling commentary on 'Lost' DVD's features 
Jonathan Schumann 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Beautiful in its dry wit and 
minimalism, Lost in Translation, the 
sophomore effort from writer/direc-
tor Sofia Coppola (whose debut, The 
Virgin Suicides, was a lyrical and 
wistful rumination on youth and 
death) stands as a triumph of style 
and character. 

K t l l W U S l f t t V H F i l l 55 SMC 

L O S T r T P A H S L A T I 

LOST IN TRANSLATION 

Film: * * * * * (out of five) 
DVD Rating: * * * * (out of five) 

The fdm is about American actor 
Bob H a r r i s (Rushmore's Bill 
Murray), who is in Tokyo to shoot a 
b randy commerc ia l . Many real 
American movie stars, from Meg 
Ryan to Leonardo DiCapr io to 
Tom Cruise, have done this for 
years—fast cash and minimal expo-
sure. While in Tokyo, he meets Char-
lotte (Scar le t t J o h a n s s o n , bes t 
known for stellar work in The Horse 
Whisperer and Ghost World), the wife 
of a young, hip American photogra-
pher (SavingPrivate Ryan's Giovanni 
Ribisi). The two are lonely and dis-
placed in the bustling metropolis 
and find comfort in each other. And 
that 's the movie. Godzilla does not 
invade Tokyo. There are no threats 
of nuclear disasters or killer dis-
eases. Jack Ryan can stay home. 

This is the film's best aspect: 
Coppola allows her actors to breathe 
in their roles. She captures the at-
mosphere ofTokyo and the essence 
of Bob and Charlotte's relationship. 
The film is simply the best and most 
romantic depiction of a non-sexual 
romance ever captured on screen. 

As a fading action star, Murray 
gives a soft, deeply affecting perfor-
mance. It is a delicate turn with the 
sharp infusion of poison-tongued wit. 
As for Johansson, who was unjustly 
denied an Oscar nomination for her 
work, expect big things. At only 
19-years-old her husky voice and 
confidence are unique and inviting. 

The film succeeds partially be-
cause of Murray and Johansson's 
undeniable chemistry. This is most 
evident when, after a late night of 
karaoke, Bob carries Charlotte to her 
room and puts her to bed. There is a 
beautiful moment when Bob looks 
down at a sleeping Charlotte with an 
almost paternal gaze. Murray's ex-
pression when looking at the sleep-
ing Johansson relates such care and 
consideration — it is touching. 

The film is simply 
the best and most 
romantic 
depiction of a 
non-sexual 
ROMANCE ever 
captured on 
screen. 

The real winner here is Coppola, 
who with 90 minutes of brilliance 
created one of2003's best films. This 
film signals the arrival as one of the 
most valuable young directors. 

DVD bonuses : 
This DVD comes with several 

interesting special features, includ-
ing deleted scenes, a conversat :on 
with Sofia Coppola and Bill Murray, 
and a behind-the-scenes featurette. 
The deleted scenes are pretty much 
just extensions of scenes in the 
movie (Bob in a swimming pool with 
a water-aerobics class, the morning 
after a late night of karaoke). These 
are fine left out, but one deleted 
scene — an extended look at the 
press conference of an annoying, 
ditsy American starlet (Scary Movie's 
Anna Faris) — should have been left 
in the final film version. Faris' like-
ness to Cameron Diaz is accentuated 
here when she makes the Charlie's 
Angels pose for the cameras. The 
interview session is often hilarious, 
with the actress' sheer aloofness to 
her own stupidity the focus. 

The only thing 
LACKING in these 
extras is a feature-
length running 
commentary with 
Coppola. 

As for the conversation between 
Coppola and Murray, it is a brief and 
self-congratulatory look at the people 
behind the scenes, the director of 
photography, production designer, 
costume designer, etc. The real gem 
here is 'Lost' on Location, a video 
diary of the film's production shot 
by the actual filmmakers. So many 
t i m e s t h e s e b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e 
f ea tu re t t e s are chu rned out by 
the s tud io ' s publicity mach ine . 
However, here, with Coppola's then-
husband Spike Jonze (who directed 
Being John Malkovich and Adapta-

COURTESY FOCUS FEATURES 

Director Sofia Coppola, who is featured extensively on the DVD's special 
features, walks the streets of Tokyo with star Bill Murray. 

tion) as cameraman, one sees the 
excitement and anxiety of shooting a 
low-budget film. Coppola comes 
across as an astute, intelligent direc-
tor, while Murray appears as a 
loveable goofball, much like his char-
acter in the film. 

The only thing lacking in these 
extras is a feature-length, running 
commentary with Coppola. She is 
clearly an amazing up-and-coming 
talent and it would have been won-
derful to hear her comments on 
every scene. 

words is witnessed in "You Raise Me 
Up" where he is backed by a gospel 
choir. Groban sings, "You raise me 
up / to walk on stormy sea s . . . / You 
raise me up / To more lhan I can be." 

sampler 

J o s h G r o b a n 

CLOSER 

Warner Bros. 

Rating: * * 1/2 

(out of five) 

No one is accusing Josh Groban 
of hav ing a bad voice. He ' s a 
talented singer with the lungs of a 
horse. But his latest release Closer is 
chock-full of sentimentality on par 
with made-for-TV movies. 

Latin-inspired guitar solos open 
one of the most inspired tracks on 
the album, "My Confession," but the 
song is too timid to fulfill its promise 
as an interesting composition. In-
stead, it falls back on misplaced vio-
lin so los to give t h e song its 
requisite romance. 

Groban gives a European flair 
to the album by performing in Ital-
ian on several songs including, "II 
Postino Mancherai," a strong piece 
which captures the listener. Luck-
ily, the Italian successfully shields 
the listener from understanding the 
lyrics. T h e banality of Groban's 

COURTESY WARNER BROS. 

V o o d o o C h i l d 

BABY MONKEY 

V2 Records 

Rating: * * * 

(out of five) 

Remember in the mid '90s when 
country music icon Garth Brooks 
t ransformed himself into a scary-
looking alter-ego known as Chris 
Gaines and at tempted to crossover 
into straight-up pop? 1 didn't think 
so. Changing one 's image is one 
thing, but throwing in a pseudonym 
is another entirely. 

Groban has s q u e a k e d "You 
Raise Me Up" onto the Billboard's 
Top 10 singles without much radio 
play, reaching the equivalent of 
Oprah's demographic group via tele-
vision appearances and duets. 

Overall, Groban is blessed with 
a great voice, and I wish I could say 
he only needed to make bet ter 
choices about the music he sang. 
However, Groban himself wrote 
s o m e of t h e s o n g s on Closer 
bearing witness to his inability to 
decipher what constitutes good and 
bad in popular music. 

He's a talented 
singer with the 
LUNGS of a horse. 

Either he needs to retool his 
image and lend his voice to the 
rebirth of glam rock, or give up on 
pop music all together and start 
working on his operatic abilities. But 
most importantly, he needs to leave 
releases like Closer in the dust. 

— Catherine Adcock 

• ' 

W:/ 
COURTESY V2 RECORDS 

So why would techno-king Moby 
release an electric dance album un-
der the freaky name Voodoo Child? 
Beats me. Apparently, according to 
an essay written inside the album's 
cover, he wanted to "just concen-
trate on the music, and not worry 
about singles or videos or promo-
tion or (even record sales)." 

Well, the album is not much more 
than a collection of electronic beats, 
but they are catchy and ra ther 
mellow. My suggestion? Pick this 
one up if you are a would-be club kid 
who craves melodic rhythms while 
hitting the books. 

While these t r acks a re very 
listenable and danceable, one does 

miss the combination of beat and 
lyricism that made Moby's Play and 
18 albums so great. 

Changing one's 
image is one thing, 
but throwing in a 
P S E U D O N Y M i s 

another entirely. 

This musician should feel free to 
experiment outside the mainstream, 
but should not stray too far from the 
great techno that makes him as rec-
ognizable and famous as he is today. 

— Jonathan Schumann 

V a r i o u s A r t i s t s 

COLD MOUNTAIN: 
MUSIC FROM THE 
MOTION PICTURE 

Sony Music 

Rating: * * * * 

(out of five) 

With the pitch of a fiddle and the 
strum of a banjo comes this winning 
collection of folk songs from some 
of the most talented composers , 
lyricists and performers in music 
today. It is a rare event when a 
s o u n d t r a c k a lbum can m o r e 
accurately define what its film com-
panion attempted to accomplish. 
However , tha t is exact ly what 
occurs here. These songs capture a 
genuine Appalachian flavor, some-
thing the film failed to do (perhaps 
substituting Romania for the Caroli-
nas was poor judgment). 

Jack White, one half of the wildly 
and deservedly popular alternative 
group The White Stripes, wrote and 
pe r fo rms five songs he re . T h e 

opening track "Wayfaring Stranger" 
deftly captures the film's protagonist's 
desolate journey across a war-torn 
landscape. Here, the film's sense of 
loneliness and detachment come 
through. Perhaps White's best entry 
is "Never Far Away," which with the 
mix of his voice and guitar sounds like 
one ofThe White Stripes' softer songs. 

COURTESY SONY MUSIC 

Popular folk singer Alison Krauss 
sings two Oscar-nominated songs. 
'The Scarlet Tide" and "You Will Be 
My Ain True I>ove." The latter will 
win the statue — it is a beautiful, soft 
plea for love with a seductive mix of 
harmonium, cello and piano. 

Here, the film's 
sense of loneliness 
and DETACHMENT 
come through. 

In general, when speaking of 
soundtracks, many forget the film's 
score. However, Gabriel Yared, who 
composed the scores for The En-
glish Patient and The Talented Mr. 
Ripley has done stellar work here. 
The composition's quiet elegance 
even makes the lackluster film ap-
pear better than it deserves. 

—Jonathan Schumann 
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Worshipping the stars: 
Celebrities equal to romping Greek Gods 
The word is out: Janet Jackson 
has a right breast. We all know it 
was intentional. One question 
remains: Why? Why show it? There 
was no feminist agenda, 
no campaign for breast 
cancer awareness. What 
I believe we have here 
are the gods acting out 
and in large part because 
we want them to. 

In ancient Greece, 
stories were sung about 
the gods and of their 
violent, lustful and wild 
explo i ts . One could 
hear numerous tales of 
Zeus making love to 
every sort of women, of Apollo 
killing heroes and lusting after 
younggirls and boys, all while the 
goddess Aphrod i te was 
portrayed as the promiscuous 
daughter of Zeus who never quite 
lived up to being a good wife. 

These gods were not philo-
sophical paragons or creatures of 
perfection, they were the human 
condition personified and en-
larged. They lived as men would 
have if consequences didn't exist. 
20th Century Fox, MTV and others 
like them have become the Homer 
and the Hesiod of 21st century 
America, telling the stories of gods 
doing magnificent deeds — and 
all for the sheer amusement of 
ordinary men. 

Janet and Justin 
were simply 
playing their 
part in a TALE 
told by MTV 
and CBS. 

The celebrity phenomenon is 
only a modern rendition of these 
classical themes. We believe we 
have outgrown these tall tales 
when we have really only graphed 
them onto mortal figures. 

Recently, however, even the 
stars have seemed too aloof to be 
real. The possibility of seeing 
celebrities downtown over Super 
Bowl weekend for the festivities 
drove many to the streets. 

The recent wave of reality TV 
has brought humanity back to our 

John 
Donaleski 

celebrity gods, but the theme of 
s toryte l l ing and engineered 
plotlines is still ever present—only 
the pomp and ceremony of high 

quality film has been 
discarded. The poets 
are still the ones telling 
the stories; this time 
with ordinary people 
who want 15 minutes 
of fame, not a career. 

How do the elder 
gods of cinema and 
drama combatthis new 
force of deity? They do 
what only they can do. 
While the reality stars 
are the slaves of net-

works and have no financial back-
ing nor star power, icons such as 
Janet Jackson, Britney Spears, Ma-
donna and Justin Timberlake, are 
wealthy cult figures with influence 
of their own. They can afford to 
lose a few middle-America fans at 
the expenses of a stunt that brings 
them nationwide headlines. 

In the end, their careers only 
improve. Good or bad, righteous 
or vile, these celebrities get paid 
to be talked about. This is why 
Ozzy Osbourne ate a live dove, 
this is why Britney kissed Ma-
donna. Their worshippers revel in 
seeing them on the front page. 

Janet and Justin were simply 
playing their part in a tale told by 
MTV and CBS. They all gained 
publicity and thus enriched their 
stores with the sustenance on 
which they depend. In return, we 
are all given a subject on which to 
debate, converse and ponder. 

In the end, we common folk 
get exactly what we want from 
them. We get to feel more righ-
teous than they do. We get to 
criticize them and judge their ac-
tions. We get to look at their lives 
(many of which are seen in retro-
spect as massive failures) and 
say that we are glad to be just the 
people we are. We get to be 
happy being ordinary. 

But, like the Greeks, we often 
wonder what it might be like to be 
a god. It is precisely that curiosity 
which keeps us interested in their 
lives. Why do they do things we 
would never think of doing? Be-
cause we would never think of 
doing them. 

John Donaleski is a Brown Col-
lege sophomore and cartoonist. 

Strong performances for V-day 
VAGINA from Page 17 
a minimalist outlook, as is apparent 
by the classy yet bare set and the 
omission of nearly all props, no rea-
son existed for them to minimize 
the actresses' movement. By doing 
so, the directors have placed all of 
the focus on the monologues, leav-
ing the viewer with no other option 
than to agonize over every sentence 
rather than experience the piece as 
a whole, connecting the visual to the 
spoken word. 

Still, the cas t and crew are 
passionate about the mission of The 
Vagina Monologues, and the ir 
participation in an annual global 

. Trwfff 

Atmospheric visuals paint pretty picture 
DESERT, from Page 17 
constructing the structure of the film 
on top of the weak foundation of the 
script. In addition, she makes a pow-
erful use of framing, especially in 
the use of emotionally appropriate 
close-ups. One ofthe finest moments 
of the film occurs as the picture 
fades in and out of the darkness to 
an incrementally larger close-up on 
Collette's vividly telling face. The 
film's overall pacing, however, is un-
comfortably fickle; the first half of the 
film feels too slow, while the second 
half of the film is much too rapid. 
Ukewise, the composition of scene 
tempo parallels the jolting rhythms of 
stop-and-go traffic during rush hour. 

From the opening credits, the 
cinematography takes its stand as 
one of the most interesting and in-
triguing aspects of the film. Ian 
Baker's work proves as striking and 
thoughtful as I,ance Acord's achieve-
ments in Ij)st in Translation. Just 
replace the silver f lashiness of lj)st 
in Translation's Tokyo streets and 
skyline with the ruddy topography 
of Japanese Story's Austra l ian 
desert and landscape in order to 
grasp the atmosphere this great 
cinematography lends. 

One of the f i lm's s t r o n g e s t 
elements resides in the powerful 
performances. Almost all ofthe char-
acters, even those filling the smaller 

shoes of a bit part, help prove that 
good acting can help balance an 
uneven fiim. Unfortunately, Tsuna-
shima's performance as Hiromitsu 
makes him the only bad egg in the 
bunch. Although he manages to ex-
press his initial disdain and disgust 
for Sandy with a certain acceptable 
coldness, he fails to relay passion 
where passion is necessary to make 
their love believable. 

Conversely, Collette plays Sandy 
with remarkable grace despite the try-

ing conditions of the rough and 
tumble Australian outback and 
masculine physicality that stifles her. 
Her performance is engaging and en-
tirely palpable throughout her endur-
ance of varying degrees of strife. 

Japanese Story isauniqueand inter-
esting film which contains many flaws 
that may agitate some more than oth-
ers. Though there are enough redeem-
ing factors to curb one from bypassing 
this film altogether, I believe waiting to 
rent this film is the best option. 

The Baha'i Faith 
Uniting your world ... one heart at a time 
Infomational meetings, Devotionals and 

Study circles near campus 
Call 1-800-22-UN1TE or visit www.bahai.org 

BEST MUSICAL 1 9 9 6 TONY AWARD* 
1 9 9 6 P U L I T Z E R P R I Z E 

ON SALE NOW—£5% STUDENT DISCOUNT FTi 
I 

— •• TT: Specific dates and locations onlyt nrnmaTHIMITI 

The Houston Chromcte 

Ask about MasterCard Preferred Seat ing 

SBV, 
zm 

MARCH 9 - 1 4 • J0NE3 HALL CALL 7 1 3 - 6 2 9 - 3 7 G G 
^ r\rr ^ C\C^ tickets subject to convenience charges. 

BroadvrayAcrosatoaer lca. co» G r o u p s o f 2 0 o r M o r e ! i Ct Dates subJeot to ohan«e without notl 

awareness event. This year all of the 
profits and donations generated 
will g o directly to the Houston 
Area W o m e n ' s Center (http:// 
www.hawc.org), an organization that 
aids and shelters battered women. 

Although this play has its faults, it 
is empowering, insightful and gener-
ally well done. The cast is a diverse 
group of women from the Rice com-
munity who have come together to 
relate the experiences of women from 
around the world. At the very least, 
you should see The Vagina Mono-
logues because it is educational and 
provides an insight into the minds of 
over half of the world's population. 

frlCTU R. R . 6 L L F 
1\a ^ a - \ r v > o o \ Z -

who? all rice undergrads. bring friends, bring props, 

what? its your chance to be in the yearbook, your way. 

date? tuesday, february 17th 

time? 7pm till midnight 

6AM PAN ILL 12 004 

http://www.bahai.org
http://www.hawc.org
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Frogs' leap shows 
school's true colors 

Something about TCU just bo the r s me. 
Maybe it's Texas Christian University's holier-than-

thou (in the most literal sense of the term) att i tude, or its 
rec-league colors or its laughable mascot . 

On second thought, it must be its absurd ar rogance 
that most recently has prompted TCU's decision to leave 
Conference USA, our future home, in favor of the suppos-
edly greener pastures of the Mountain West Conference. 

I grew up in Arlington — just a 
hop, skip and jump on Interstate-20 
away from TCU. As the daughter of 
a Rice alumna (and athlete), I have 
been a fan of Rice athletics my en-
tire life. I r e m e m b e r going to TCU's 
Amon Carter Stadium to watch Rice 
play TCU in football and dreaming 
about someday playing for Rice in 
the Southwest Conference myself. 

T h e n t h e u n t h i n k a b l e hap -
pened. Texas , T e x a s A&M, T e x a s 
Tech and Baylor bolted for the Big 
XII, b reak ing up the SWC and aban-
doning T C U and Rice. TCU, S M U 
and Rice wound up in the Wes te rn Athletic Conference , 
which soon dis integrated into a far-flung amalgamat ion 
of a confe rence that never offered a stable, long-term 
solution for the t h r ee Texas private schools. As a result , 
I did not b lame T C U for its 2001 depar tu re when first 
given the chance to join C-USA. 

This year, with all the chaos of conference realignment. 
Rice and SMU also jumped at the opportunity to move to 
C-USA T h e new western division of C-USA shaped up 
nicely: two schools in the Dal las /For t Worth metroplex 
and two in the Houston area, along with one each in 
Oklahoma and Louisiana. Travel costs would go down, 
regional rivalries would be restored and the athletic suc-
cess of all six universities would increase as a result. 

Five private schools ( inc ludingTulsaandTulane) had 
finally formed the closest thing to an Ivy League the south 
was ever going to see, especially since Vanderbilt will 
never leave its Southeastern Conference sugar daddies. 
The University of Houston — a c o m m u t e r school — was 
a bit out of place, but hey, even the Ivy l e a g u e has Cornell. 

If only TCU had given it a chance . While putt ing 
toge ther an undefeated non-conference football cam-
paign against such 'powerhouses ' as Vanderbil t , Army 
and Arizona, TCU's athletic ego soared. W h e n the MWC 
offered membership , TCU could not get away fast enough 
from such 'dregs ' as Rice and SMU. 

Presumably the higher-ups at TCU think the MWC 
will someday, somehow catapult them to a lucrative 
ber th in college football 's Bowl Championsh ip Series. 
How this will happen, however, remains a grea t mystery 
to anyone outside Fort Worth, as the MWC is as much 
an outs ider on the BCS scene as C-USA. 

Meanwhile, TCU's tennis, volleyball and swimming 
teams will trek at least 900 miles on each conference road 
trip to play the schools every high-school athlete in Texas 
d reams of beating: Wyoming and BYU. Sure, big-time 
prospects do not dream of beating Rice or SMU either. 
But at least they've heard of them. 

Even I don't hate everything about TCU. I know and 
genuinely like more than a few of the girls on its soccer 
team. But its administration has, in search of the elusive 
dollar, made a deplorable decision that will likely backfire. 

Make no mis take — I really do not care about T C U ' s 
welfare. I am, however, capable of removing my Rice 
goggles to evaluate this situation rationally f rom TCU' s 
perspective. And in this instance, what is good for TCU 
happens to be what is good for Rice, especially consider-
ing the similarities between the athletic depar tments . 

In last year ' s Director 's Cup standings, which rank 
the nation's athletic depa r tmen t s on team pe r fo rmances 
in all sports , SMU placed 41st, TCU 64th and Rice 71st. 
T h e previous year, SMU, TCU and Rice checked in at 
47th, 60th and 55th, respectively. Each school has done 
remarkably well for itself s ince being deser ted by UT 
and company, and each school would stand to benefit 
from renewed rivalries in all sports . 

For proof of TCU's out rageous arrogance, look no 
fur ther than Provost Bill Koehler 's evaluation of the Owls 
and the Horned Frogs: "Athletically there 's a fairly big 
gap." And the kicker: "Academically, we're very close." 

So c lose that Rice is ranked 16th in the U.S. News and 
World Report's latest college rankings , while T C U is tied 
for 99th with such academic stalwarts as Alabama. Ari-
zona and Washington State. 

T o cor rec t Mr. Koehler, I offer the s ta tement , "Ath-
letically, we ' re very close. But academically ... there ' s a 
fairly b ig gap ." 

Weekend forecast: No chance of rain 
Baseball opens new season indoors at Minute Maid Park this weekend 

Amber Obermeyer is a Baker college sophomore and 
assistant sports editor. 

by Jonathan Yardley 
VHRfcSHEK EDITORIAL S T A F F 

As if opening his Division I baseball 
ca reer at Minute Maid Park for the de-
fending national champion was not pres-
sure enough , junior third baseman Clay 
Reichenbach will also be deal ing with a 
bit of history when the Owls face rival 
University of Texas tomor row at 7 p.m. 

'Because my dad had such 

a good career [at UT], I 

guess I'll be a little nervous, 

but I'm just hoping for a 

good showing to develop 

my own rep instead of living 

through his.' 
— Clay Reichenbach 

Junior third baseman 

Reichenbach's father, Mickey, was the 
Most Outs tanding Player in the 1975 Col-
lege World Series while playing for UT, 
and Mickey Reichenbach later played in 
the Kansas City Royals organization. 

Clay Reichenbach , a h ighly-regarded 
prospect from McLennan Junior College, 
was considered by some to be the an-
swer to UT's third-base woes, but in late 
August he commit ted to Rice. 

"I was playing s u m m e r ball, and the 
Rice coaches contacted my coaches , and 
I h a d no t s i g n e d a n y w h e r e y e t , " 
Reichenbach said. "When they m a d e the 
offer, I was more than happy to sign to 
play here ." 

Reichenbach said his family history 
with UT could make him even more ner-
vous for tomorrow's prime-t ime clash 
between the last two national champions. 

"I'm definitely pumped to play Texas, 
that's for sure," Reichenbach said. "Be-
cause my dad had such a good career 
there, I guess I'll be a little nervous, but I'm 
just hoping for a good showing to develop 
my own rep instead of living through his." 

NCAA Regional* 
1 9 9 5 , 9 6 , 9 7 , 3 8 , 9 9 , 0 0 , 0 1 , 0 2 , 0 3 

Conference Championships 
1 9 % s 9 7 , 9 0 , 9 9 , 0 0 , 0 1 , 0 2 , 0 3 

College World Series Appearances 
1 9 9 7 . 1 9 9 9 , 2002, 2 0 0 3 

ERIN WITTMAN/THRESHER 

Senior outfielder Chris Koikhorst (left) lays out for a bloop single In the biennial alumni 
baseball game Saturday at Reckling Park. After Tuesday's rainout with Sam Houston 
State, baseball opens tonight at Minute Maid Park at 7 p.m. against Texas Tech. 

Rice is e x p e c t e d to s t a r t j un io r r ight-
h a n d e r Jeff N i e m a n n , w h o w a s 17-0 last 
s ea son , a g a i n s t U T t o m o r r o w , whi le 
t h e L o n g h o r n s u s e d r i g h t - h a n d e r Sam 
L e C u r e in t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g g a m e of 
t h e i r last w e e k e n d se r i e s . J u n i o r r ight -
h a n d e r W a d e T o w n send will l ikely s tar t 
t on igh t aga ins t T e x a s T e c h Univers i ty , 
with junior r igh t -hander Philip H u m b e r 
s t a r t i ng Sunday aga ins t K a n s a s S ta te 
Universi ty and jun ior r i gh t -hande r J o s h 
B a k e r T u e s d a y aga ins t t h e Univers i ty 
of H o u s t o n . 

Rice 's s c h e d u l e d o p e n e r T u e s d a y 
against Sam Houston State was rained out 
and rescheduled for March 3 at Reckling 
Park. Reichenbach said playing his first 
game at Minute Maid Park instead of 
Reckling Park might be intimidating. 

"It's a lmost going to m a k e it a little bit 
m o r e h a r d — jus t b e i n g y o u r first 
g a m e — it might m a k e you a little ner-
vous," Reichenbach said. "Other than 
that, it's definitely an h o n o r to play there . 
I've heard th ings about the field, about 
the g r a s s — it's just immaculate ." 

Reichenbach was one of several late 
s ignees over the s u m m e r , af ter head 
coach Wayne Graham had more scholar-
ship money available af ter infielder Andy 
LaRoche signed with the Ix>s Ange les 
Dodge r s for a $1 million s igning bonus . 
Reichenbach said he knows he h a s big 
s h o e s to fill on a t eam that finished last 

year with a .980 fielding pe rcen tage , sec-
ond nationally beh ind Long Beach State, 
which also fielded at a .980 clip. 

"It's tough — I believe they fielded 
somewhere over .980, which is unbeliev-
able," Reichenbach said. "I don't know if 
that mark is going to be [reachable], but it 
definitely gives us something to shoot for." 

Despi te the h igh expec ta t ions af ter 
las t y e a r ' s n a t i o n a l c h a m p i o n s h i p , 
Reichenbach said the new players have 
had little t rouble bonding with the re-
tu rn ing players. 

"It's definitely tough to try to c o m e in 
at first when you don ' t know the guys," 
Reichenbach said. "The guys h e r e at 
Rice m a k e it so easy for you — off the 

See BASEBALL. Page 22 

MINUTE MAID PARK 
COLLEGE CLASSIC 
TICKET INFORMATION 
S ing le -day p a s s e s c a n be 
purchased at the Minute Maid Park 
box office at $6 for students with 
valid ID. 

Rice plays Texas Tech tonight at 
7 p.m., Texas tomorrow at 7 p.m., 
and Kansas State Sunday at 2 p.m. 

Men's hoops hopes to blow away Hurricane 
by Adam Tabakin 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

The men's basketball team will try to 
rebound from a pair of road defeats in 
tomorrow's home game at Autry Court 
against the University ofTulsa at 1:05 p.m. 

Rice, 15-7 on the season and 7-4 in 
Wes te rn Athletic Confe rence play, will 
place its 11-game confe rence h o m e win-
ning streak, which da tes back to last 
January, on the line. T h e Owls have lost 
five straight g a m e s to the Golden Hurri-
cane, including a 74-68 setback on Jan. 
17 in a game televised on ESPN2. 

Freshman guard Jason Okrzesik said 
last month ' s loss will motivate Rice. 

"We went to Tulsa, and [Tulsa | jumped 
out to a 31-8 lead," Okrzesik said. "I think 
coming to our place, where we haven't 
lost a conference game at h o m e all y e a r — 
that's enough motivation." 

After los ing to t h e Univers i ty of 
Iexas-El Paso in an e m b a r r a s s i n g 105-
62 loss Feb. 5 and to Boise State Univer-
sity 80-69 Saturday, the Owls d ropped 
f rom a first-place tie in the c o n f e r e n c e 
to a two-way tie for fourth place, still just 
one and a half g a m e s beh ind confer-
ence leader Hawaii. 

With tomorrow's g a m e the first of a 
four-game homes tand , head coach Willis 
Wilson (Will Rice '82) is confident his 
team can turn its pe r fo rmance around. 

"We could not have played as well as 

we played this year — winning 15 g a m e s 
and playing the people that we have the 
way we have — without being a good 
basketball team, so I'm confident that 
we'll r eg roup and pull th ings back to-
ge ther , " Wilson said. 

Wilson said Rice n e e d s to take advan-
tage of its h o m e g a m e s to have a chance 
at the team's main goal of a WAC cham-
pionship and NCAA tou rnamen t bid. 

"We're in t h e hun t — we ' re a long 
way f rom be ing out of it," Wilson said. 
"We've got to take ca re of b u s i n e s s at 
home , and tha t ' s what U T E P and Boise 
did, and now it's our t ime to do that with 
Boise having to go on the road and 

U T E P having to g o on the road , and 
some o t h e r s still with s o m e tough places 
to play. Eve rybody ' s got a tough road 
ahead of t hemse lves , and I th ink r ight 
now it jus t boils down to t h e next four 
g a m e s we have a re go ing to be played 
h e r e in (Autry 1 

T u r n o v e r s and t rans i t ion d e f e n s e 
plagued Rice in both of its g a m e s last 
weekend , as the Owls t u r n e d the ball 
over a combined 42 t imes. U T E P capital-
ized early and of ten on t h e s e turnovers , 
scor ing 60 points in the first half, which 
tied for the four th-most poin ts Rice ha s 
ever allowed in a half. 

Sec BASKETBALL, Page 24 

WEEKLY SPORTS SCHEDULE 

Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Friday 2 / 1 3 

Saturday 2 / 1 4 

Sunday 2 / 1 5 

Tuesday 2 / 1 7 

Wednes. 2 / 1 8 

7 p.m. 

all day 
1 :05 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

4 p.m. 

7 :05 p.m. 

Baseball vs. Texas Tech (Minute Maid) 

Men's Track at UH All-Comers (UH) 
Men's Basketball vs. Tulsa (Autry) 
Baseball vs. UT (Minute Maid) 
What could be more romantic than the past 

two defending national champions? 

Baseball vs. Kansas St. (Minute Maid) 

Baseball vs. UH (Reckling) 

Men's Basketball vs. Nevada (Autry) 
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treaking Lady Owls looking for big road win at Tulsa 
by Amber Obermeyer 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The w o m e n ' s basketball team ran its 
vinning streak to seven games with a pair of 
vorkmanlike victories at home last weekend, 
jut the Lady Owls hope to end a different 

[streak this weekend — a four-game road 
jlosing skid against the University of Tulsa. 

IN FOCUS: 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
Record: 13-7 

WAC record: 9-1 (tied-first) 

Last week: Won twice at Autry Court, 
beating UTEP in an ugly 44-40 game 
Feb. 5 before trouncing Boise State 
75-49 Saturday. 

What made the difference: Lady Owls 
went on a 2 0 - 1 run around half t ime 
Saturday to turn a close game into 
a rout. 

Up next: Rice will try to win its first 
game on the road against Tulsa since 
1999 tomorrow at 2 p.m. 

One of the two t rends has to give in 
tomorrow's Western Athletic Conference 
game. The l a d y Owls hope it is not their 
winning streak, which ties the all-time record 
for a Rice women's basketball team against 
four-year colleges. Over the last three years, 
the Lady Owls ' r e s u l t s in T u l s a have 
improved from a l()-point loss in 2(X)1 to a 
six-point overtime loss in 2002 to a particularly 
demoralizing one-point loss in over t ime 
last year that included a missed layup as 
time expired. 

The l o s s e s w e r e m a d e even m o r e 
frustrating by the fact that Rice finished ahead 
of Tulsa in each of those three seasons. Senior 
guard Lindsey Maynard, who has endured all 
three defeats, said the l ady Owls have had 
tomorrow's 2 p.m. contest circled in red on 
their calendars for the entire season. 

"This one he re — this is my game," 
Maynard said. "I said at the beginning of the 
season that this is the one I want to win — at 
Tulsa." 

If anyone deserves such a victory, it is 
r e ign ing W e s t e r n Ath le t i c C o n f e r e n c e 
Player of t h e W e e k M a y n a r d , w h o s e 
.442 shoot ing percentage ranks second to 
Louisiana Tech University's All-American 

Amber Obaze among WAC guards. In the 
Lady Owl victory over the University of 
Texas-El Paso last weekend, Maynard led 
Rice with 11 second-half points in a game 
notable for its drama, but hardly for its 
offensive execution. 

T h o u g h t h e Lady Owls sho t only 
37 percent for the game, they made their most 
important shots down the stretch. With the 
contes t tied and less than four minutes 
remaining, sophomore guard Rosyland Jeffries 
beat the shot clock to coolly hit a pull-up 
jumper from the baseline, giving Rice the lead 
for good. Jeffries added another jumper to 
keep UTEP from coming back. 

"We gutted it up, and Rosyland made some 
big shots," head coach Cristy McKinney said. 
"We did what we had to do — not anything 
more. It was key for this team to understand 
that we played poorly at the offensive end and 
got a win. We have to take some confidence 
from that." 

The Lady Owls' offensive struggles — save 
Maynard — continued Saturday against 
Boise State, as Rice missed its first six field 
goal attempts and shot 31 percent in the game's 
first 18 minutes. However, the lady Owls 
turned their tenuous lead into a comfortable 
one just before halftime with an 8-1 run in the 
final 2:06. Senior forward Elisa Inman knocked 
down a dramatic three-pointer as time expired 
to complete the late charge. 

"It's not the first time we've had a little 
slump during a game," Inman said. "It wasn't 
particularly upsetting because I think we knew 
we were going to turn it around — we're pretty 
good at turning it around." 

'What I told them before the 
game and what I wanted them 
to remember was that they 
were a good team and that 
they were 9-1 in conference 
for a reason.' 

— Cristy McKinney 
Head women's basketball coach 

Rice's turnaround continued in the second 
half, as the Lady Owls outscored the Broncos 
12-0 in the first four minutes. In total. Rice 
stretched its four-point lead to 23 in less than 
six minutes and effectively ended the game. 
McKinney said her team's confidence was 

' ' A 

RACHEL DAVIS/THRESHER 

Senior guard Lindsey Maynard drives past a Boise State defender during Saturday's 75-49 victory 
over the Broncos, which improved Rice's home conference record to 7-0. 

crucial to its stellar play during the middle of 
the game. 

"We didn't play very well [against UTEP], 
especially offensively, and we didn't execute 
very well offensively in practice [Friday]," 
McKinney said. "WTiat I told them before the 
game and what I wanted them to remember 
was that they were a good team and that they 
were 9-1 in conference for a reason. It was 
nice to see us come out the second half 
and really get a run on both ends of the 
f loor — play g r ea t d e f e n s e and t ake 
advantage at the other end as well." 

In both games last weekend, the lady Owls 
played stifling defense, at times relying on their 
defensive intensity when their shooting touch 
deserted them. For the weekend, Boise State 
and UTEP shot a combined 30 percent, well 
below their season averages of 41 and 39 per-
cent, respectively. With such good results, Inman 
said she could see the team's progression over 
the course of the season. 

"It's nice to be on a win streak," Inman said. 
"It's definitely confidence-building, especially 
with the start of the season that we had, but 
I don't think we're cocky about it at all." 

Rice has never made it this far into 
conference play with just one loss, and a 

v ic tory t o m o r r o w aga in s t t h e Golden 
Hurricane would all but seal second place in 
the regular season — guaranteeing that Rice 
could not face sixth-ranked la . Tech until the 
championship game of the WAC tournament. 
Second place would be a great finish, but the 
l a d y Owls have higher expectations. 

"We want to keep pace [with Louisiana 
Tech], so we're taking it one game at a time. 
Our team has done a very good job of doing 
that," McKinney said. "I hope this is a confi-
dent team now, because they should be. 
They're capable of doing good things, and 
they need to understand that." 

WAC STANDINGS 

(first record is conference, second is overall) 

Louisiana Tech 10 - 1 17 - 2 
Rice 10 - 1 13 - 7 
Tulsa 7 - 4 14 - 7 
UTEP 6 - 5 11 - 9 
SMU 6 - 5 10 - 10 
San Jose State 5 - 5 13 - 6 
Hawaii 3 - 7 5 - 13 
Boise State 3 - 8 6 - 14 
Fresno State 2 - 9 8 - 13 
Nevada 2 - 9 3 - 18 

Athlete of the Week Magness leads men's track squad 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRKSHEK EDITORIAL STAFF 

With three first-place finishes in 
16 events, the men's track and field 
team continued its preparation for 
the Western Athletic Conference 
indoor championships last weekend 
at the Houston Indoor Invitational in 
Yeoman Field House at the Univer-
sity of Houston. 

The Owls placed first in the one-
mile run , the 3 ,000-meter run 
and the distance medley relay en 
route to earning a total of 48 team 
points and third place in the meet. 
Host UH took the meet title with 

| | 69.S points, while TCU finished sec-
l o n d with 54 points. 

Freshman Steve Magness won 
the 3000-meter run by more than 
four seconds in a time of 8 minutes, 
23.3 seconds. l a t e r in the meet, 
Magness came back and was part of 
Rice's first place I)MR team, which 

l a l s o i n c l u d e d f r e s h m a n Pablo 
H Solares and senior Matt Davis and 

junior Marcel Hewamudalige. With 
Magness taking an early lead in the 
first leg, the squad was able to stay 
ahead the entire race and finish 
ahead of cross-town rival 1JH in 10:13. 

"I really want to run fast in the 
DMR, and I want to establish our-
selves as a top national team," 
Magness said. "We're looking really 
fit with a chance to win conference, 
and we're all running fast." 

By earning a total of 20 team 
points in both of his events, Magness 
was named WAC Men ' s Indoor 
Track and Fied Athlete of the Week 
for the week of Feb. 9-13. 

"It feels pretty good, because I 
didn't expect it," Magness said. "I didn't 
think I did that great, but I'll take it. 
[The award | means a lot, because I'm 
going up against sprinters, throwers, 
jumpers — people who have been 
doing it for five years and winning." 

Senior Adam Davis edged the 
Cougars' Sesar Figueroa to take first 
in the mile in 4:10.95. In the 
800-meter run, Solares continued his 
impressive first season by finishing 
second with a time of 1:51.33, earn-
ing eight team points. 

"In this past meet, Steve ran a 
blazing quarter [in the DMR] and 
had a 50 or 60 meter lead [at the end 
of the first lap], and that's what we 
won by," head coach Jon Warren 
(Jones '88) said. "Adam just hung 
back a bit and blasted a 58-[second] 
last lap to win the mile. Pablo just 
hung on; there was a guy who ran 
blazing fast, and Pablo hung on be-
hind him and just barely missed pro-
visionally qualifying [for the NCAA 
Championships]." 

Hie Owls' other relay team, the 
4x400-meter squad of sophomore 
Bahnsen Miller and seniors Daniel 
Pessing, Ben Wiggins and Davis, 
claimed fourth place in 3:17.44 to 
earn four team points. 

Before the relay, Wiggins took 
third place in the 400-meter dash, 
scoring six team points with his time 
of 49.04. Wiggins also qualified for 
the finals the 60-meter hurdles with 
his best time of the day in 8.24, but it 
was senior Ryan Harlan who had the 
best Owl performance in the event. 
Harlan, who was officially unattached 
due to exhausted eligibility for in-

door track, finished second overall 
in 7.90, continuing his preparation 
for his final outdoor season. 

7The award] means a 
lot, because /'/;? going 
up against ... people 
who have been doing 
it for five years and 
winning 

— Steve Magness 
Freshman distance runner 

In the shot put, sophomore Luke 
Stadel continued to improve from 
the Houston Indoor Opener two 
weeks ago with a shot put throw of 
50 feet, 9 1/2 inches, while fresh-
man T.J. Fairbanks recorded a throw 
of 44-1 1/4. 

Writh only one more meet before 
the WAC Indoor Championships, 
Solares said the team is in perfect 
position to make a run at the title. 

"I think we have a shot to win the 
WAC in the indoor [ meet |, and that is 
our main focus," Solares said. "I think 
that I and the rest of the team [are] in 
pretty good shape. I hope that things 
come the way they are supposed to 
come and we go to nationals." 

In order to best prepare for 
the WAC Indoor Championships 
Feb. 26-28 in Boise, Idaho, the Owls 
will split the squad this weekend 

between the Tyson Invitational in 
Fayetteville, Ark., and the Houston 
RunSport All-Comers Meet at UH. 

With a limited number of entries 
available for the meet. Warren will 
be sending a select few runners to 
Arkansas. In the DMR, the Owls will 
enter Magness, Solares, Davis and 
Wiggins and enter Pess ing and 
sophomore Aaron Redman in the 
open 800-meter run. 

"We are taking the two triple jump-
ers— [sophomore] Jason Powell and 
[freshman] Devon Fanfair. It will be 
Jason's opening meet, but historically 
[Assistant Coach Wen Yong] Yang's 
guys have jumped well in their first 
meet. [Arkansas] is a great place to 
jump and a good setting so we are 
hoping they will do really well." 

Warren also said Miller and 
Wigg ins will run in t h e open 
400-meter run . Senior Clifford 
Sparks and freshman Eric Spear will 
be entered in the 60-meter dash and 
the 200-meter dash. 

Warren will not enter the fresh-
men in more than one event, so 
Magness and Solares will have fresh 
legs for the DMR. 

"One of our primary goals is to 
get on the national list in the DMR," 
Warren said. "Rather than running 
them the night before, I want them 
to go and focus on just one thing, 
especially as f reshmen. Overall, 
we're looking at Arkansas for provi-
sional qualifying-type marks, people 
doing well and getting an opportu-
nity to run someplace different." 

For annual checkups, birth control, emergency 
contraception, pregnancy testing, Rapid HIV tests and 
testing & treatment for sexually transmitted infections. 

1.800.230.PLAN www.pphouston.org 

P Planned Parenthood* 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 
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DiSesa only consistent 
winner for women's tennis 
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Junior Jenny Voight swims the butterfly during the 400-yard individual medley Saturday at Rice Pool. Voight finished 
fifth in the event, as llth-ranked SMU beat Rice 124-81 In the Owls' only home dual meet of the seas HI. 

Swimmers struggle against ranked foes 
by Debbie Miller 

THRESHER STAFF 

Out of the frying pan and into 
the fire. 

The swim team lost a pair of dual 
meets last weekend to 14th-ranked 
T e x a s A&M Univers i ty and 
l l th - ranked Southern Methodist 
University, and its reward is a dual 
meet in Au stin tomorrow to face fifth-
ranked University of Texas. 

The meet will feature unconven-
tional races, such as 150-yard races 
in place of the traditional 200 yards 
and t h r e e 300-yard r a c e s with 
four -minu te b r e a k s in be tween 
instead of the 1,000-yard freestyle. 
Some relay teams will consist of 
eight swimmers, each swimming a 
quick 25 yards. 

The Owls' two dual-meet losses 
last weekend were their first of the 
season. A&M overpowered Rice 
Friday in College Station by a final 
score of 142-109. The Owls re-
turned home Saturday to face SMU 
at Rice Pool in their only home 
meet of the year. The Western Ath-
letic Conference favorites crushed 
the Owls 124-81, dropping Rice's 
dual-meet record to 4-2. 

Despite the losses, several swim-
mers earned top times. Senior Elaine 
I ^ e led the team in Friday's meet by 
turning in season-best times in the 
200 butterfly (2 minutes, 1.32 sec-
onds) and 100 butterfly (56.23). 

Lee's 200 butterfly time was the 
third-fastest in the WAC this season, 

and it won her a first-place finish and 
provisional qualification for the 
NCAA Championships. She also fin-
ished second in the 100 butterfly. 

'It's taken me 15 years to 
enjoy swimming, and 
that I am finally enjoying 
it, it's all over — so it's 
kind of sad.' 

— Elaine Lee 
Senior swimmer 

The long-distance duo of senior 
Jackie Corcoran and junior Adi 
Bichman also turned in s t rong 
performances. Corcoran won the 
500 freestyle in 4:59.34, as well as 
placing third in the 200 freestyle. 
Bichman stole the 1,000 freestyle in 
10:09.95. 

Despite the loss, junior Lauren 
Hill said the meet was a positive 
experience. 

"We got to see [the A&M] men's 
team race first, and they are all so 
fast," Hill said. "They have a huge 
pool, and we swam with world-record 
holder Aaron Piersol, who swims for 
UT. It all made it seem like a big 
deal." 

The Owls started strong Satur-
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day morning with a surprising per-
formance in the 200-yard medley 
relay against SMU. Rice took the top 
two spots, highlighted by the victo-
rious quartet of Lee, Hill, junior 
Urska Ros and sophomore I^ura 
Healey, who won the event in 1:49.01. 

SMU dominated the rest of the 
meet, but Rice did finish strong with 
a 1-2 finish in the 100 breaststroke. 
Hill won the event in 1:06.96, fol-
lowed by senior Toni Ciffolilli. Lee 
again proved dependable, winning 
the 100 butterfly in 56.98. 

The dual meet against SMU was 
the first and last home meet of the 
season, and the last home meet ever 
for the Owls' three seniors. Team-
mates, coaches and fans honored 
seniors Ciffolilli, Corcoran and Lee 
before the start of the meet. 

Both Corcoran and Lee have 
swum competitively for 15 years, and 
Ciffolilli tops them with 17. 

"It's taken me 15 years to enjoy 
swimming, and now that I am finally 
enjoying it, it's all over — so it's kind 
of sad," Lee said. 

D e s p i t e d r o p p i n g two road 
matches to ranked opponents last 
w e e k e n d , t h e w o m e n ' s t e n n i s 
t eam improved to 62nd in the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association's 
na t iona l r a n k i n g s , i ts h i g h e s t 
ranking since 2001. 

Rice (4-3) will travel to College 
Station tomorrow as it faces 19th-
ranked Texas A&M University. Head 
coach Roger White said history plays 
a role in the A&M matchup. 

"We can't find a longer or deeper 
rivalry for Rice athletics than A&M," 
White said. "I mean it goes way back 
to 1912, when they stole our mascot. 
So there is a lot of motivation for 
school pride." 

White believes the Owls should 
have several on-court advantages 
against the favored Aggies. 

'The one factor that may work to 
our advantage is the fact that A&M 
doesn't have any indoor facilities," 
White said. "And considering that it 
will probably be raining this entire 
week, we will be more prepared than 
they are for any indoor tournament. 
Our game plan for this week is to just 
regroup and get fired up for A&M." 

Sophomore Blair DiSesa agreed 
that the rivalry makes tomorrow's 
match more important. 

"A&M is personal," DiSesa said. 
"It's easier to get fired up to play a 
team that you don't particularly like. 
In the past, we've struggled against 
them. Like the other teams we've 
played, there is a good chance that 
they will also underestimate [us], and 
we need to take advantage of that. It 
would be a huge confidence booster 
to beat them at their home court." 

I.ast Saturday's match in Talla-
hassee, Fla. against 52nd-ranked 
Florida State University had been 
scheduled for Friday but was post-
poned due to rain. 

When the courts were finally dry 
enough to play, the Owls fought hard, 
but they were unable to grab the 
team victory. DiSesa, a l though 
unranked in singles, was able to 
upset 63rd-ranked Anca Dumitrescu 

at No. 1 singles, capturing a 6-4, 6-3 
victory. However, Rice lost all five of 
the other singles matches — four in 
straight sets — and doubles was not 
contested in the 5-1 defeat. 

"We played really flat in the first 
match," White said. "We didn't try 
to do everything right. We just didn't 
play very well. It was very disap-
pointing." 

Rice then faced 42nd-ranked Loui-
siana State University Sunday in Ba-
ton Rouge, La. The Owls again lost 
five singles matches, but DiSesa once 
more prevented a shutout with a 
straight-set victory at No. 2 singles. 
In doubles, senior Karen Chao and 
juniorTracie Chong won 9-8 at No. 2 
doubles, but Rice still lost the doubles 
point in a 6-1 dual-match defeat. 

Chong said despite the team de-
feat, the teamwork in the doubles 
win was an encouraging sign. 

"As a team, we OMn't play very 
well," Chong said. "For our match at 
LSU, I know we didn't play some of 
our best tennis, but we still worked 
together and put it through. It was a 
pretty close one, but we went out 
and won our match." 

White said although the Owls 
played better against LSU, the team 
still needs to regain focus and aggres-
siveness from earlier in the season. 

"We are definitely a better team 
than what we showed, which is dis-
appointing," White said. "It's very 
hard to play teams at their home 
courts. As far as improvement, things 
will probably stay the same. You 
can't put a finger on a single point to 
fully explain what went on with FSU 
and LSU." 

DiSesa said the team can use 
the setbacks as motivation for the 
A&M match. 

"The disappointment from [the 
I,SU[ match is definitely something 
we don't want to relive," DiSesa said. 
"This is going to provide some huge 
incentive to do some damage at 
A&M. We really just need to have a 
clear focus. We know what we want 
to do; we need to go out and execute. 
We are working to put last weekend 
out of our minds to start fresh on 
[tomorrow]." 

Three home runs highlight alumni game 
BASEBALL, from Page 20 
field and on the field, you become 
friends real quick. You come in 
here with a certain level of confi-
dence, and you can mesh real easy 
with these guys." 

The quick meshing was evi-
dent in Saturday's alumni game, 
when the 2004 varsity squad de-
feated a team of recent alumni by 
a 4-1 score in four innings of play. 
The young players turned the last 
five innings over to alumni from as 
far back as 1944. 

Townsend , Baker, Humber 
and s o p h o m o r e r i g h t - h a n d e r 
I>ance Pendleton each pitched one 
inning for the 2004 squad, while 
freshman left-hander Josh For-
ester pitched two innings for the 

r e c e n t a lumni t e am. F o r m e r 
closers David Aardsma, a 2003 
f i r s t - round d ra f t pick of the 
San Francisco Giants, and Phillip 
Barzi l la ( H a n s z e n '03) each 
pi tched an inning. Pendle ton 
h o m e r e d aga ins t Fo re s t e r to 
highlight the first four innings. 

The last five innings featured 
older alumni, highlighted by home 
r u n s f rom Xavier Sandoval 
(Hanszen '94) and Matt Ix>renz 
(I,ovett '97) and the play of the 
ageless Glenn Fuller ('50). 

The real highlight of the day, 
however, was the pregame cer-
emony. After in t roducing the 
more than 130 former baseball 
players in a t tendance and the 
newcomers to the current squad, 

Associate Athletic Director for 
Marketing Mike Pede introduced 
the 2003 national champions , 
who then received their much-
awaited championship rings to a 
standing ovation. 

The pregame ceremonies also 
featured the raising of the national 
championship banner and the cer-
emonial first pitch thrown by two-
time Super Bowl champion Ixirry 
Izzo (Sid '02). 

With last season properly com-
memorated. Graham and the Owls 
can move forward and begin the 
new season in style with this 
weekend's tournament. After all, 
there is no chance of rain in Minute 
Maid Park, which is equipped with 
a retractable roof. 

The Gritman knows how to 
stretch singles into doubles. 
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it about BOB? 
Both basketball teams are having great seasons, but the 
Basketball Owl Band, the cheerleaders and the dance 
team have supported the teams through good times and 
bad. This is the first of a three-part series on the 
supporting cast at basketball games. 

Story and layout by 
Dylan hedrick 

COURTESY HATY SCARBROUGH 

With the Owls away from the nest, the BOB traveled to Tulsa to support Rice 
at the 2003 WAC Basketball Championship. Paul Olsen, Roy Ha (Lovett '02) 
and Laura Wakin (Baker '01) watch intently as Rice takes the court. 

oil 

m 
KATIE STREIT/THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

The BOB plays at a men's basketball game Jan. 26, 2002 against San Jose 
State. With many members returning to play at basketball games, alumni 
typically compose 25 percent of the band. 

m 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

The BOB show assistants flash the Sammy hand symbol during a free throw 
at the men's basketball game Jan. 3 1 against San Jose State. 

I 

As the final seconds ticked off 
the clock during the final home foot-
ball game, you may have thought 
you had heard "Louie, Louie" for 
the last time this school year. Little 
did you know that a small group of 
dedicated sports fans and musicians 
return to Autry Court every winter 
to cheer and entertain both players 
and fans during basketball games 
and halftime. 

While Rice had an official band as 
early as 1916, the Rice Owl Band 
broke with its standard marching 
tradition in 1970 and began to parody 
politics, on-campus life and especially 
the opposing school. Eventually the 
marching stopped altogether, as the 
scattering formations that were a part 
of the parodies became wildly enter-
taining for the students and fans. 

'Hie band changed its name to 
the Marching Owl Band in 1980, and 
the trademark fedoras came shortly 
thereafter in 1982. The MOB even-
tually extended its territory from 

the student section at Rice Stadium 
to the east corner of Autry Court, 
adopting the name Basketball Owl 
Band for the winter season. 

While many members of the 
BOB are also huge fans of Rice 
sports, BOB drum major and Sid 
Richardson College senior Amy 
Barr said many students are mem-
bers simply for the opportunity to 
continue to play music. 

"It's a way to stick around and 
keep playing music and be with 
friends without football season," Barr 
said. "Both alumni and students are 
still interested in making music and 
interacting with the group after the 
fall semester." 

Consisting mostly of students 
who played in a band in high school, 
the BOB gives its members a chance 
to keep playing music in a fun and 
relaxed atmosphere. About 30 mem-
bers play in the BOB at any given 
game, including both alumni and 
current students. 

"I did band in middle and high 
school, and 1 love doing it at Rice," 
Martel College sophomore Mindy 
Duplan said. "I'm playing with a 
great group of people, and it's a 
good stress reliever." 

'hot everybody in the 
BOB is a big sports fan, but 
we feel like we are the first 
and foremost spirit organi-
zation. It's nice to know 
that they appreciate us, and 
we can do something to 
help them win.' 

— Amy Barr 
BOB Drum Major 

Barr said the 2002 hiring of Band 
Director Chuck Throckmorton is 
one of the reasons why the band has 

enjoyed success this year. 
"The new director made playing 

a lot more fun," Barr said. "We've 
been playing cool arrangements 
such as Pink Floyd. 1 think Chuck 
Throckmorton has added alot tothe 
experience, and the changes that 
the student body has seen in the 
past few years can be attributed to 
our new, talented director." 

Unlike the football season, when 
the MOB schedules regular prac-
tices to perfect its antics, the BOB 
takes a much more relaxed approach 
to preparing for the games. 

"We don't practice during BOB 
season," Martel College freshman 
Jake Neu said. "We play a couple of 
hours per week anyways, so the time 
commitment is really not that bad." 

With the BOB located right be-
hind the opposition bench, BOB 
members feel they can have a di-
rect impact on the players in the 
game. Their most notable contribu-
tions are miscounting the shot clock 
to confuse the other team and chant-
ing, "See ya!" when an opposing 
player fouls out. 

"False countdowns are always 
fun," Duplan said. "Whoever notices 
the clock first starts counting and 
the rest of us get involved. We try to 
do early or late cheers randomly as 
to mess them up a bit more." 

Alumna Laura Wakin (Baker '01) 
said the odd cheers can come from 
someone in the BOB noticing a 
strange name or simply wanting to 
distract the other team's best player. 

"Somet imes it 's r andom or 
[caused by] a unique name," Wakin 

said. "Sometimes we choose a star 
player and try to distract them or 
choose whoever creates the first foul 
that makes us mad. Other times it is 
who has the ball the most. We also 
use 'No big words, coach1.' at the end 
of time outs." 

In addition to cheering with their 
instruments and voices, BOB mem-
bers use the bleachers to make even 
more noise. 

"The front of the band is on 
some wooden stands," Dan Phillips 
(Lovett '03) said. "[Show assis-
tants] break a board quite often by 
kicking it." 

With the support they give at each 
basketball game, BOB members feel 
as if they are one of the premier athlet-
ics support organizations on campus. 

"There is a lot of flexibility in-
volved, and it's great to have such an 
influence on the game," Barr said. 
"We feel like we can make more of a 
difference with our cheers and mu-
sic than at football games. Not ev-
erybody in the BOB is a big sports 
fan, but we feel like we are the first 
and foremost spirit organization. It's 
nice to know that they appreciate us, 
and we can do something to help 
them win." 

Although they only perform from 
the stands during the basketball 
games, Neu said that in the future, the 
BOB may take center court and con-
tinue its antics from football season. 

"Right now we have concerns 
about the PA system [at Autry 
Court]," Neu said. "The idea has 
been tossed around, and maybe next 
year we might play on the court." 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/ THRESHER 

Last semester, the BOB joined the rest of the student body In kicking off a new basketball season at Halloween 
Hoops. Martel College sophomore Mlndy Duplan (left), Will Rice College junior Erin Whitman (center) and Mark 
Covington (Lovett '02) kept the beat on percussion. 

MARSHALL ROBINSON/THRESHER 

The BOB show assistants donned their costumes and danced to "Louie, 
Louie" at Halloween Hoops last semester. 
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Golf flounders at home 
tourney, finishes 12th 

by John Hanley 
FOR THK THRESHER 

The Rice men's golf team 
opened its spring season Mon-
day and Tuesday with uninspired 
play at the fourth annual Rice 
Intercollegiate at the Black Horse 
Golf Club in Cypress. 

Despite several strong final-
round performances in adverse 
weather, the Owls finished 12th 
out of 14 teams in the competition. 

The home team began play 
sluggishly on Monday morning, 
shooting a combined 309 and leav-
ing Rice 's go l f e r s 19 s h o t s 
behind f i rs t - round leader 
University of Denver. 

The Owls fared better in the 
afternoon round, teaming up for 
a 303, but Rice still lost ground 
and finished the day in 13th place, 
leading only UT-Pan American. 
Monday's afternoon round dis-
appointed head coach Dick Ellis. 

"After the first 18 holes, we 
were in 10th place, and I thought 
our team was positioned to move 
up with the next 18," Ellis said. 
"Unfortunately, we did not play 
well in the second round." 

Senior Ryan Morgan said he 
regretted that Rice wasted an op-
portunity to play well on the first 
day of the event. 

"We didn't do well at all, even 
though we had really good scor-
ing conditions," Morgan said. 

On Tuesday, a cold, persis-
tent rain inhibited fairway roll and 
sent scores upward, as only one 
of the 79 golfers broke par. Rice's 
combined score of 310 for the 
round was the sixth-lowest of the 
day, only seven strokes behind 
final-round leaderNotre Dame. 

"1 thought they were going to 
cut the tournament about half-
way through the round," senior 
Scott Philips said. "The course 
couldn't take much more water." 

Given the team's rough start, 
Ellis said he was pleased with the 
Owls' third-round perseverance. 

"I was very proud of the way the 
guys fought through the cold, rainy 
conditions on Tuesday," Ellis said. 

The late Owl effort was good 
enough for 12th in the final team 

standings, missing a tie for 10th 
by a single stroke. 

Philips' third-round 75 was the 
sixth-best score by any golfer on 
Tuesday, and tied for 13th overall. 
Hisoverall score, nine-over-par225, 
constituted Rice's best individual 
result in the tournament. 

Barrett Jarosch of Denver was 
the individual low scorer, with a 
one-under-par 215 for the tourna-
ment. However, Denver could not 
hold onto the five-shot advantage 
it took into the final round of the 
team competition, giving up nine 
s t r o k e s to eventua l winner 
University ofTexas-San Antonio. 

Of Rice's eight golfer?, seven 
improved their standing in the in-
dividual competition on Tuesday. 

J u n i o r Mat t T o o h e y 
recovered from a first-round 82 
to post Rice's best single-round 
result of the tournament, a one-
under -pa r 71 on Monday 
afternoon. Toohey's 77 in the 
third round allowed him to 
finish in 25th place. Morgan 
f in ished in 33rd place, and 
senior Winn Smith was 59th. 

Because the Owls hosted the 
tournament, they were allowed 
to enter three golfers outside of 
the team competition. 

Though their scores did not 
count toward the team competi-
tion, juniors Eddie Rowe and 
Frank Buttacavoli tied for 
54th place, and s o p h o m o r e 
David Kelvin finished in a tie for 
65th in his first tournament of 
2003-'04. Freshman Daniel Lee 
did not compete and is expected 
to redshirt this year. 

The disparities in play be-
tween rounds re-emphasized the 
problems Rice has had with con-
sistency for several years. 

"We can put one good round 
together every tournament, but 
that doesn't win it," Philips said. 
"Once we start playing the 
game, we'll start seeing some 
good results." 

The Owls attempt to regroup 
next week before returning to 
action in the Roadrunner Inter-
collegiate tournament at Oak 
Hills Golf Club in San Antonio 
Feb. 29-March 2. 

Owls' poor defense led to road woes 
BASKETBALL, from Page 20 

"The things that went wrong are 
easy to identify," Wilson said. "We 
just didn't come out with the defen-
sive intensity required when you go 
on the road to play good teams, es-
pecially teams that come with a lot of 
offense. Secondly, we didn't take care 
of the basketball. When you turn 
over the ball at that clip, you're talk-
ing about a lot of points that you're 
giving up and not giving yourself an 
opportunity to get. Typically turn-
overs create easy transition oppor-
tunities, and transition opportunities 
are the hardest thing in basketball 
to defend." 

Sophomore forward J.R. Harrison, 
who recorded career highs with 
13 points and 12 rebounds against 
Tulsa in January, said the Owls have 
focused on defense this week in prepa-
ration for tomorrow's game. 

"We played bad defense in tran-
sition, and we realize that, so it's 
something we're going to try and 
fix," Harrison said. "We just have to 
go ahead and keep working hard 
and hope that we're ready in time 
for the game." 

Junior guard Jason McKrieth 
scored a career-high 25 points against 
Boise State on 10-14 shooting, but 
the loss marked the first time 
since Feb. 2002 that Rice has lost 
back-to-back games. 

"It's always good to get personal 
highs, but really when you go out 

there and play, you don't really worry 
about that," McKrieth said. "I would 
have much rather gotten the win 
than a career-high in the loss. This is 
going to be a big stretch with our 
next few home games. We'll have to 
capitalize on all our opportunities. 
We've just got to keep everybody's 
spirits up. We've still got to just make 
it fun and enjoy the game." 

'We played bad defense 

in transition, and we 

realize that, so it's 

something that we are 

going to try and fix.' 
— J.R. Harrison 

Sophomore forward 

Okrzesik said the extra two days 
of practice that came from not hav-
ing a game yesterday will pay divi-
dends against the Golden Hurricane. 

"Playing Tulsa, who beat us, will 
give us a good chance to prove that 
defensively, we've worked on it hard 
this week in practice, and we'll come 
ready to play," Okrzesik said. 

The Owls will follow up their 
game against Tulsa with a rare mid-
week contest against the University 

of Nevada Wednesday night at 
7:05 p.m. The Wolf Pack routed Rice 
101-76 in Reno Jan. 24, but Wilson 
expects things to be different as Ne-
vada comes to Autry Court and faces 
the WilZONE. 

"We need the great student sup-
port that we've had thus far," Wilson 
said. "We've been the recipients of 
some unruly behavior by opposing 
fans, so hopefully we'll continue to 
make this a tough place for visiting 
teams to come in and play. 

"It's very good timing for us. I 
just think if we can defend our home 
court it just thrusts us right back up 
to the driver's seat and what hap-
pens down the stretch in the last 
four or five games of the season. 
We're all here to chase after that 
conference crown, and I don't see 
any reason why we can't get there. 
We just have to take care of business 
these next few games at Autry." 

WAC STANDINGS 

(first record is conference, second is overall) 

Hawaii 
UTEP 
Nevada 
Rice 
Fresno State 
Boise State 
Louisiana Tech 
SMU 
Tulsa 
San Jose State 

8 - 2 16- 4 
8 - 3 17 - 4 
8 - 4 14- 7 
7 - 4 1 5 - 7 
7 - 4 11 - 9 
6 - 5 13- 7 
5 - 6 11 - 10 
3 - 8 9 - 12 
3 - 9 7 - 14 
0 - 10 5 - 15 

Track vaults to second place finish 
by Dylan Hedrick 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

After a weekend off from competi-
tion, the women's track and field team 
returned with a strong showing last 
Saturday at the Houston Indoor 
Invitational at the Yeoman Field House 
on the University of Houston campus. 

Rice scored 48.5 points to place 
second behind the dominant team 
from UT, who earned 113 points. In 
third place, TCU finished just ahead of 
Texas State with the Horned Frogs 
earning 44.5 points to the Bobcats' 44. 

After both set the school record 
in the pole vault on Jan. 23 at the 
Leonard Hilton Memorial meet at 
UH. Rice's pole vaulting duo of se-
niors Beth Hinshaw and Ally Daum 
once again dominated the competi-
tion by tying for second place to earn 
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We support Rice athletics. 
Congratulations to the Rice Baseball Team! 

the team 18 points. Both vaulters 
cleared 13 feet, 1 1/2 inches only to 
be topped by unattached Canadian 
vaulter Dana Ellis-Buller. The Owls' 
other vaulter, junior transfer Erica 
Derrickson, placed just behind the 
Rice seniors by clearing 11-7 3/4. 

'One more track meet 
and hopefully we will 
arrive at conference 
with all of the 
components at the 
highest level.' 

— Victor Ia)pez 
Head coach 

The Owls also scored big points 
in the one-mile run with sophomore 
Megan Sandler and senior Shannon 
Murto placing second and fourth, 
respectively. Sandler crossed the line 
in 5 minutes, 1.37 seconds, and 
Murto finished in 5:08.51 to earn a 
combined 12 team points. Lopez said 
despite the victories, the Owls still 
have work to do. 

"We are still a little bit short of 
having all the physical, emotional 
and mental components ," head 
coach Victor D>pez said. "They are 
young and are going to compete with 
a lot of questions rather than being 
more aggressive, but you develop 
that through competition." 

In the sprinting events, sopho-
more Nina Mayes, who won the 
60-meter dash at the Western Ath-
letic Conference championships last 
season, earned four points in the 
60-meter dash by finishing in third 
place in 7.52. Junior Yvonne Umeh 
added a point to Rice's total in the 200 
by finishing sixth in 25.01 seconds. 

"My performance is not where I 
want to be and hopefully my times will 
get a lot faster," Mayes said. "My coach 
says that my form is a lot better, but I 
just want my time to go down." 

Senior Keia Watkins played a pail 
in scoring 10 team points when she 
earned six points in the 400 by fin-
ishing third in 56.35. I^ter in the 
4x400-meter relay, Watkins returned 
to run the second leg along with 
Umeh, freshman Jasmine Davis and 
sophomore Danille Prime. The team 

finished just behind UTSA in 3:54.16 
to score four more team points. 

"It wasexciting," Watkins said. "I'm 
working on a lot of stuff right now and 
it is finally starting to happen. It's not 
that late in the season so I wasn't 
expecting to do as well as I did." 

Coach Lopez is also proud of 
Davis's accomplishments on the 
track as well as in the classroom. 

"Jasmine is the only member of the 
women's track team in my 25 years of 
coaching who is an architecture ma-
jor and is able to stay with the train-
ing," Ix>pez said. "She was a walk-on to 
the team and is doing unbelievable." 

Sophomore Funmi Jimoh helped 
the team with two points in the 
60-meter hurdles with her fifth place 
finish and 1.5 points in the high jump 
by clearing 5-6 in a six-way tie for 
second place. 

"[The team is 1 looking so good," 
Watkins said. "We are doing really 
well as a young team and that shows 
how much talent and depth we have. 
The freshmen and sophomores are 
holding their own and they will come 
to shine when it comes time for them 
to perform in a meet." 

Next weekend the Owls will com-
pete in the Iowa State Classic in Ames, 
Iowa in order to prepare for the WAC 
Indoor Championships Feb. 26-28. 

Coach Ixipez said the team will 
learn a lot in the next week by 
traveling to Iowa to better prepare 
itself for the championship meet. 

"One more track meet, and hope-
fully we will arrive at conference 
with all of the components at the 
highest level where [they are] sup-
posed to be," Lopez said." 

IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S 
TRACK AND FIELD 
Last week: Finished the 
Houston Indoor Invitational 
in second place with 48.5 
points. 

What made the difference: 
Rice's vaulting duo of 
seniors Ally Daum and Beth 
Hinshaw continued to 
impress by scoring a 
combined 18 team points. 

Up next: The Owls will 
travel to the Iowa State 
Classic tomorrow to prepare 
for the WAC Indoor 
Championships Feb. 26-28. 
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Ringing in a new season 
Saturday's alumni game offered yet another chance to salute the 2003 national champions 
PHOTOS BY ERIN WITTMAN/THRESHER 

(Left to right): Super Bowl 
XXXVI and XXXVIII champion 
Larry Izzo (Sid '02) threw 
the ceremonial first pitch; 
Vincent Sinisi, Chris Kolkhorst 
and the rest of the 2003 Owls 
were presented with their 
championship rings; the 
national championship banner 
was raised in left field. 

> 

, , • • • 
PiH :M 1 ^ II: 

V % 
7 

<:>* -i yJ •• i 

m; 
\ - - . 

CHRISTINE LIANG/THRESHER 

Wiess junior receiver Angela Fernandez tries to escape two Jones defenders in Friday's coed flag football game. Jones 
won 12-0 to improve to 2-0 on the season, while Wiess dropped to 2-1. 

by Jonathan Yardley 
THRESHKR KDITORIAI. STAFF 

Martel and Will Rice both re-
corded major upsets in men's soc-
cer last weekend to take the lead in 
the Champions Division. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

The biggest upset came Satur-
day, as the ninth college scored the 
game's only goal in overtime to up-
set Sid Rich (1-1) the day after the 
Sid Tower Party. Martel improved 
to 2-0 Sunday by pulling out a 
1-0 victory over winless Ix>vett (0-3). 
Will Rice (2-1) followed by rallying 
from one goal down to upset 
Jones (1-1) in a heated match that 
finished 2-1. Sunday's games both 
have playoff ramifications, as Sid and 
Jones meet at 11 a.m., and Martel 
faces Will Rice at 12:30 p.m. 

In the Premier Division, last 

year's runner-up Brown tops the 
standings with a 2-0 record after a 
2-1 overtime victory Saturday against 
Baker (1-2). Wiess (1-1) followed 
with a 1-0 win over Hanszen (1-2) to 
remain in playoff content ion. 
Baker and Wiess meet tomorrow 
at 11 a.m., before defending 
champion GSA(1-1) takeson Brown 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Coed Flag Football 
'Hie favorites stayed on track last 

weekend in coed flag football, 
but only two of the four games ended 
in shutouts. 

The Gray League's top two teams 
met Friday, with Jones (2-0) beating 
Wiess (2-1) by a 12-0 margin to move 
into first place. Lovett also improved 
to 2-0 with its dramatic Saturday win 
over winless Will Rice. The 
Lovetteers rallied to score in the 
final 30 seconds for a 21-18 win 

In the Blue League, Hanszen 
improved to a league-best 3-0 with a 
19-7 win over GSA (0-2). Defending 
champion Sid Rich (2-0) remains the 
favorite, while Martel (1-1) earned 

its first win of the year with a 
15-0 triumph over Brown (0-3). 

Brown faces GSA tonight at 6 p.m., 
with Sid and Martel to follow at 7 p.m. 

Women's Soccer 
The women's season got under-

way last weekend with three games. 
I>ast year's runner-up Ix>vett beat 
Baker 2-0 Saturday to open the sea-
son in the Saturday League. On Sun-
day, Sid Rich edged Brown 1-0, and 
Jones beat Will Rice 2-1. 

This weekend, Hanszen faces 
GSA tomorrow at 2 p.m., with Martel 
meeting Lovett at 3:30 p.m. Sunday's 
lone game features Brown and de-
fending champion Wiess at 3:30 p.m. 

Women's Softball 
Scheduling and attendance is-

sues highlighted the opening week-
end of women's softball, as only one 
of three scheduled games was 
played. Lovett won the first on Satur-
day by forfeit but was crushed 20-2 
by (ISA in a real game, while neither 
Brown nor Baker showed up to their 
scheduled game. 
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK 

Soccer announces 
recruiting class 

Soccer head coach Chris 
Huston announced the signing of 
five standouts recruits for the 
2004 season Feb. 5. 

With a record-setting defense, 
Huston brought in most ly 
attacking players. Caitlin Robbins 
and Clory Martin are both experi-
e n c e d club forwards, whi le 
Samantha Conn, Lennie Waite and 
Emily Wundrow will contribute 
as midfielders. 

Huston said Robbins and 
Martin should contribute at 
forward right away. 

"I look for [Robbins] to be a 
contender for leading the Owls in 
goals scored," Huston said. "[Mar-
tin] brings an immediate intensity 
to this team. Her work ethic on the 
front line ... will make her one of 
the most dangerous forwards in 
the nation." 

— Rice Sports Information 

Volpe announced as 
new volleyball coach 

The Rice volleyball team now 
has its third coach in as many 
years, as the Athletics Department 
announced Wednesday that 
Genny Volpe has been named head 
volleyball coach. Volpe replaces 
Jon Wilson, who resigned in De-
cember for personal reasons. 

She joins the Rice staff after a 
ihree-year tenure at Texas A&M 
University, where she served as an 
assistant coach for the Aggies, who 
advanced to the Sweet 16 of the 
2003 NCAA volleyball tournament. 

"We're extremely excited about 
Genny joining the Rice family," 
Athletic Director Bobby May (Will 
Rice '65) said. "She brings exper-

tise and energy to the court, and 
I'm confident she'll lead our vol-
leyball program to new levels in 
our final season in the Western 
Athletic Conference and into Con-
ference-USA." 

A four-year letter-winner for the 
Aggies, Volpe enjoyed a storied 
playing career and holds school 
records for both matches and games 
played. After graduating from A&M 
with a bachelor's degree in 
kinesiology in 1995, Volpe served 
as an assistant to then-Rice coach 
Henry Chen the following fall. 

"I'm just really excited to be 
back at Rice," Volpe said. "This 
program has the potential to be 
a c o n s i s t e n t f o r c e in the 
conference and NCAA, and one 
of my goals is to bring us to the 
level of national recognition that 
Rice volleyball deserves . I'm 
also look ing forward to the 
opportunity to recruit to an out-
standing academic university." 

The Owls return four starters 
and eight letter-winners from a 
team that went 19-10 in 2003, in-
cluding a 12-1 mark at Autry Court. 

— Rice Sports Information 

Women's crew shows 
Big D how it's done 

The Rice crew club traveled to 
Dallas Saturday to participate in 
the Southwest Ergometer Ama-
teur Tournament, an individual 
indoor rowing competition. 

Competing against Baylor Uni-
versity, the University of Texas 
and other area univers i t i e s , 
six Owls participated in the event, 
which required each athlete to row 
two kilometers on the indoor row-
ing machines. 

Freshman Claire Anderson 
won the novice women's heavy-
weight division, followed in fourth 
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place by sophomore Susannah 
Howard. Freshman Mackenzie 
Moser placed third in the novice 
women's lightweight division, and 
freshman Ben Kosbab finished 
11th in the novice men's light-
weight division. 

Among the more experienced 
rowers, senior Allan Co finished 
eighth in the collegiate men's 
l i g h t w e i g h t div is ion, and 
s o p h o m o r e Kathryn Hunter 
placed 11th in the collegiate 
women's heavyweight division. 

Rice will host its first regatta of 
the spring season, the Rice Invita-
tional, on Feb. 21 in Clear I>ake. 

— Adam Tabakin 

Equestrian club puts 
rivals out to pasture 

The Rice equestrian team fin-
ished tied for sixth out of 15 teams 
last weekend in its first-ever meet 
in Stillwater, Okla., Sunday. 

Sophomore Sarah Betts won 
the beginner walk-trot class for 
Rice's lone first-place finish of the 
competition. Also competing for 
Rice were freshman Elizabeth 
Kku zynski, sophomore Kelly Ba-
con and team organizer and coach 
Heather Griffis. 

Bacon and Klaczynski finished 
third and sixth, respectively, in 
the intermediate fences, while 
Bacon and Griffis finished sixth 
and seventh, respectively, in the 
open division on the flat. 

The fences classes consist of a 
course with eight fences over 
which the horse and rider must 
jump, while the on-the-flat classes 
have no jumping. 

Competing against a field of 
mostly varsity teams. Rice finished 
with eight points. Texas A&M won 
the meet with 43 points. 

— Adam Tabakin 

BY THE 
NUMBERS 

MEN S BASKETBALL 

RICE 69 BOISE STATE 80 
February 7, 2004 — The Pavilion, Boise. Idaho 

Rice 
Boise State 

39 
44 

30 
36 

69 
80 

Rice (15-7, 7-4) 
Harrison 2 4 2-2 6, Harris 5-7 4-4 14, Gillespie 3-13 
2-2 9, Smith 1-7 2-2 4, McKrieth 10-14 4-5 25. 
Williams 1-2 1-2 3, Almond 0-0 0-0 0, Moore 1 8 1-
2 4, Killings 0-0 0-0 0, Diene 0-0 4 4 4 
Totals: 23-55 20 23 69 

BSU (14-7 , 6-5) 
Haynes 6-1110-11 22, Ellis 4 7 2 2 10. Skiffer 0-2 
1-4 1, Karl 3-7 2-2 10. Blackburn 9-13 2-2 22, 
Defares 1-3 3-4 5, Lane 0-0 0 0 0, Nabors 3-6 2 2 
10, Bates 0-0 0-0 0, Harris 0-0 0-0 0 
Totals: 26 49 22-27 80 

Three-poirit goals — Rice 3-22 (Harrison 0-1. Harris 
0-1, Gillespie 1-9, Smith 0-3, McKrieth 1-3, Moore 
15). BSU 6-14 (Haynes 0-2. Karl 2-4, Blackburn 2 
4. Nabors 2-4) 

Rebounds Rice 29 (Harris 9), BSU 26 (Haynes 8) 

Assists Rice 9 (Smith 7), BSU 15 (Skiffer 4) 

Attendance — 6,001 

RICE 62 TEXAS-EL PASO 105 
February 5. 2004 — Don Haskins Center, El Paso 

Rice 
UTEP 

34 
60 

28 — 62 
45 — 105 

Rice (15-6 , 7-3) 
Harrison 2 4 0-0 4, Harris 6-10 4 4 17, Gillespie 1 
6 0 0 3, Smith 0-2 0-0 0. McKrieth 4-5 3-4 11, 
Chancellor 0-0 0 0 0, Williams 0 3 2-2 2. Okrzesik 
2-2 0 0 4, Almond 1 4 4-4 6, Moore 3-7 1-2 8, 
Killings 1 2 0-0 2, Diene 2-3 1-1 5 
Totals: 22 48 15-17 62 

UTEP (16-4. 7-3) 
Smallwood 6-8 1-1 14, Tofi 5 8 0-1 10, Williams 9-
11 1-1 22, Craig 7-10 0-0 20. Rivera 3-6 3-4 9, 
Murphy 1-2 0-0 2, Devance 1-4 0-0 3, St. Amant 2 
5 0-0 5, Gehrke 0-2 0-0 0, Duran 0-10-0 0, Johnston 
1-1 0-0 2, Mattear 4-5 2-3 10, Gutierrez 0-1 0-0 0, 
Thomas 4-6 0-0 8 
Totals: 43-70 7-10 105 

Three-point goals — Rice 3-12 (Harrison 0-1, Harris 
1-1, Gillespie 1-5. Smith 0-1, Williams 0-1, Almond 
0-1, Moore 1-2), UTEP 12-20 (Smallwood 1-1, Wil-
liams 3-3, Craig 6-7, Rivera 0-1, Devance 1-3, St, 
Amant 1-2. Gehrke 0-1, Duran 0-1, Gutierrez 0-1) 

Rebounds —Rice 26 (Harrison 7), UTEP 32 (Tofi 7) 

Assists — Rice 9 (Smith 4), UTEP 27 (Rivera 8) 

Attendance — 12,000 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

BOISE STATE 49 RICE 75 
February 7, 2004 — Autry Court 

Boise State 
Rice 

23 
34 

26 
41 

49 
75 

BSU (6-14, 3-8) 
Blaine 1-3 1-2 3, Hawkins 2-11 4-4 8, l i t t le 1-3 2-
2 4, Grondin 3-7 0-0 6, Nakashima 0-1 0-0 0. PaizO-
0 0-0 0, Begay 1-3 0-0 3, Ramirez 2 3 0-0 5, Hill 2-
6 7-9 11, Martin OO 2-2 2. Hessing 3 11 1-3 7 
Totals: 15 48 17-22 49 

Rice (13-7 . 10-1) 
Neaves 5-10 1-3 11. Woods 1-5 0-0 2, Singleton 1 
3 1-2 3. Maynard 6 9 3-4 15, Cunningham 3-5 2-2 8. 
Stovall 2-3 0-2 4, Beckler 1 6 0-1 2, Frazier 2-6 2 
2 6, Jeffries 0-4 0-0 0. Elder 1-2 2 2 4. Inman 5-7 2-
2 14, Peck 2-7 2-2 6 
Totals: 29-67 15 22 75 

Three point goals — BSU 2-4 (Nakashima 0-1. 
Begay 1-2, Ramirez 1-1), Rice 2-9 (Woods 02 , 
Cunningham 0-1, Beckler 0-2. Frazier 0-1, Elder 0-
1, Inman 2-2) 

Rebounds — BSU 44 (Hawkins 9), Rice 36 (Neaves 
6) 

Assists — BSU 2 (Ramirez 1, Hessing 1), Rice 23 
(Singleton 9) 

Attendance — 518 

TEXAS-EL PASO 40 RICE 44 
February 5. 2004 — Autry Court 

UTEP 
Rice 

19 
18 

21 
26 

40 
44 

UTEP (10-9, 5-5) 
Phelps 4 12 0-1 8, McGee 1 6 0-0 2. Zagurskyte 4 
14 1-2 10, Wharemate 5 1 1 2-2 12, Valtierra 1-6 2 
4 4, Dydek 14 0-2 2, Launiainen 0 0 0-0 0, Dowell 
0 1 0-0 0, Goslin 1-3 Ofl 2 
Totals: 17 57 5 1 1 40 

Rice (12-7, 9-1) 
Neaves 2-61-2 5. Woods 2 4 5 8 9, Singleton 2 3 0-
1 4, Maynard 5-9 0-1 11, Cunningham 0-2 0-0 0, 
Stovall 12 0 0 2, Beckler O l 0-0 0. Frazier 0 0 O-
6 0, Jeffries 2-2 0-0 4, Elder O l 3-4 3, Inman 1-8 2 
2 4, Peck 0 3 2-2 2 
Total*: 15 41 13-20 44 

Three point goals — UTEP 1 15 (McGee 0 3, 
Zagurskyte 1-5, Wharemate 0-3. Valtierra 0-3, 
Dowell 0-1), Rice 1 6 (Woods 0-1, Singleton O l , 
Maynard 1-2, Beckler 0-1. Inman O l ) 

Rebounds — UTEP 36 ("helps 13), Rice 38 (Maynard 
7) 

Assists — UTEP 9 (Wharemate 4), Rice 9 (Single-
ton 2, Maynard 2) 

Altendance — 302 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

RICE 1 LOUISIANA STATE 6 
February 8, 2004 

W.T. Robinson Tennis Stadium, Baton Rouge. La. 

Singles 

1 Ferguson (LSU) d. Archer (RU) 6 4, 6-3 
2. DiSesa (RU) d. Mang (LSU) 6-4, 6-3 
3. Fantilli (LSU) d. Chong (RU) 6 2, 6 1 
4 Chlarelll (LSU) d. Chao (RU) 61 . 6 1 
5. Caliari (LSU) d Fisher (RU) 6 3, 6-1 
6. Seaman (LSU) d, Goodrich (RU) 6-4, 6-1 
Doubles 
1 Mang/Fantilli (LSU) d. Archer/DiSesa (RU) 8 2 
2. Chao/Chong (RU) d. Ferguson/Chiarelli (LSU) 
9 8 (3) 
!. Seaman/Caliari (LSU) d. Fisher/Goodrich (RU) 

8-2 

RICE 1 FLORIDA STATE 5 
February 7, 2004 

Scott Speicher Tennis Center. Tallahassee. Fla. 

Singles 

1. DiSesa (RU) d. Dumitrescu (FSU) 6-4, 6 3 
?. Moldovan (FSU) d. Archer (RU) 6-0, 6-1 
3. Denny (FSU) d. Chong (RU) 6-2, 6-2 
4. Deason (FSU) d Fisher (RU) 6-1. 6-1 
5. Clarke (FSU) d. Goodrich (RU) 6-4, 6 1 
6. Mihailescu (FSU) d. Villalobos (RU) 3-6, 6-3, 6 1 
Doubles 
Not played 

TRACK AND FIELD 

HOUSTON INDOOR INVITATIONAL 
F<- tuary 7. 2004 — Bill Yeoman Field House 

M e n ' s t e a m s tand ings ( t o ta l of 2 1 teams) 

1. Houston 6 9 . 5 

2 . T C U 54 
3. Rice 4 8 
4. Texas A&M 3 8 . 2 5 

5. New Mexico 3 7 

6 . Texas Southern 3 4 
7. Sam Houston State 3 0 
8 . Southern Miss iss ipp i 2 9 

9 . Texas State 2 7 . 2 5 

10. UT-Arlington 2 4 

Women's team standings (total of 2 1 teams) 
1. Texas 1 1 3 
2. Rice 4 8 . 5 
3. TCU 44 .5 
4. Texas State 4 4 
5. Houston 4 3 
6 . New Mexico 3 7 . 5 
7. Texas A&M 3 0 
8 . UT-Arlington 2 1 
9 . Texas Southern 16 
10. McNeese State 15 

GOLF 

RICE INTERCOLLEGIATE 
February 9-10, 2004 
BlackHorse Golf Club, Cypress, Tex. 

Team standings (total of 14 teams) 
1. UT-San Antonio 8 9 5 

T2. Notre Dame 9 0 0 
T2. Denver 9 0 0 

4 . North Texas 9 0 2 

5. Stephen F. Aust in 9 1 1 
6. Miss iss ipp i State 9 1 2 

7. Texas State 9 1 5 
8 . Virginia 9 1 6 

9. Louisiana-Lafayette 9 1 8 
T10. San Diego 9 2 1 
T10. Sam Houston State 9 2 1 

12. Rice 9 2 2 
13. UT-Arlington 9 2 6 

14. UT-Pan American 9 5 3 

Rice results (field of 7 8 golfers) 
T13. Scott Phil ips 
T25. Mat t Toohey 
T33. Ryan Morgan 
T59. Winn Smith 
64 . Parker LaBarge 

74-76-75 2 2 5 

82-71-77 2 3 0 
7 4 7 9 - 7 9 232 

81-78-79 2 3 8 

8 0 78-82 2 4 0 

Rice Individuals 
T54. Eddie Rowe 79 79-78 2 3 6 

T54. Frank Buttacavol i 77-81-78 2 3 6 
T65. David Kelvin 8 2 8 0 7 9 2 4 1 

SWIMMING 

SMU 124 RICE 8 1 
February 7, 2004 — Rice Pool 

RICE 109 TEXAS A&M 142 
February 6, 2004 — Student Recreation Center 
Natatorium, College Station 

BASEBALL 

ALUMNI GAME 
February 7, 2004 — Reckling Park 

Score by inning R H E 
Alumni/Visitors 100 010 001 — 3 8 n/a 
Varsity/Home 021 101 22x — 9 10 n/a 

Attendance — 3,600 

This week's boxscores brought to you by: 
The A-Team 
first dates 
Hardbodies Entertainment, Inc. 
Hedrick Pit Crew 
Kroger apple juice 
Martel Soccer 
one of the Barkers (we don't know which) 
Streit haus ads 
Thresherites Abroad Anonymous 
Will Rice Soccer 
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CALENDAR SUNDAY 

0 IS 

FRIDAY 

Friday the 13th 

Yeah, it's Friday the 13th. 
That 's kinda cool, right? Funny 
that there would be a leap year 
and a Friday the 13th in the 
same month! Wow. Come on, 
this is calendar-worthy, isn't it? 
Today we also celebrate the 
founding of the American 
Society for the Promotion of 
Temperance in Boston in 1826. 
Actually, you can celebrate that. 

Come on, was that B+ in 
Comp 100 really that tragic? 

Today is the last day to convert 
Fall 2003 pass/fail designated 
classes to grades. Get down to 
the Registrar's office by 5 p.m. 
to do so. 

Texas Tech 

Rice baseball plays Texas Tech 
tonight at 7 p.m. at Minute 
Maid Park. Come support your 
really super, awesomely cool, 
unbeatable baseball team! 

Like that one time they made 
chickenish in the North Servery? 

The Rice Players will perform 
Red Scare on Sunset tonight at 
8 p.m. in Hamman Hall. 
Performances continue 
tomorrow night and next 
weekend. Tickets are $5 for 
students, $8 for faculty/staff 
and $10 for the general public. 
For more information or to 
order tickets, call 
(713) 348-PLAY. 

Garba 

Tonight, Rice's own South 
Asian Society is holding its 
first-ever annual Garba from 
9 p.m. to 12 a.m. in the Grand 
Hall of the Rice Memorial 
Center. If you have never done 
it before, there is a training 
section for newcomers. 
Tickets will be sold at the door 
for $2. For more information, 
contact ssridhar@rice.edu. 

Crush party. Oh Hey. 

The Rice Program Council 
crush party is tonight from 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m. in Willy's Pub in 
the Student Center. Come get 
$2 pitchers and find your true 
love (or trophy husband) when 
you get your HUGS dating 
survey results. 

SATURDAY 

It's payback 

Come watch the men's 
basketball team take on Tulsa 
at 1:05 p.m. at Autry Court. It's 
time to regain some WAC 
respect. 

What better way to tell her you 
love her than taking her to the 
Rice massacre of UT? 

Ladies and Gentlemen: Save 
the romantic dinner for later. 
Come watch your baseball team 
take on the University of Texas 
tonight at 7 p.m. at Minute 
Maid Park. 

It has been scientifically proven 
that Kansas is flatter than the 
average pancake. Seriously. 

The Rice baseball team will face 
Kansas State University today 
at 2 p.m. at Minute Maid Park. 
Come cheer on your national 
championship team! 

MONDAY 

the Silver Glove Series 
sponsored by Sterling Bank. 

WEDNESDAY 

Who would win in a fight, a wolf 
or an owl? 

The men's basketball team 
faces Nevada tonight at 
7:05 p.m. at Autry Court. Come 
see the Owls avenge last 
month's 25-point loss to the 
Wolf Pack. 

Festivities start at 10 p.m. and 
last until 2 a.m. I think a 
pre-party nap is in order. 

Financial Aid Stuff 

Financial aid application 
materials become available to 
returning students 
to apply for need-based aid for 
the 2004-'05 school year. 

It's no The Real Cancun, but 
what is, really? 

Tonight there will be a free 
screening of the film Solamente 
Estamos Miranda in the Rice 
Media Center at 9 p.m. The 
movie runs for 28 minutes and 
documents an unplanned trip to 
the ghost town of Real de 
Catorce in the mountains of 
Mexico. For more information, 
contact Tyler Sawnson at 
tylers@rice.edu. 

THURSDAY 

If environmental change is cool, 
consider me Houston. 

Mitchell Thomashow will be 
presenting a lecture titled 
"Observing Environmental 
Change: Why it Matters," today 
at 12 p.m. in the Farnsworth 
Pavilion of the Student Center. 
Refreshments will be served. 
For more information, contact 
Megan Wilde at (713) 348-5736. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mail: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher office 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 
space available basis. 

TUESDAY 4? 
Just because they have chis-
eled abs and stunning features 
doesn't mean they can't beat 
the Cougars. 

Come to Reckling Park at 
4 p.m. this afternoon to see 
your Rice Owls baseball team 
take on the University of 
Houston in their first match of 

FRIDAY 

Yo mama's so stupid, she threw 
a baseball at Batman. 

The Coca-Cola Classic kicks off 
tonight as the baseball team 
takes on Wake Forest at 6 p.m. 
at Reckling Park. Bring your 
glove and catch a foul ball! 

Get crunk AND caliente 

Tonight the Black Student 
Association, HACER, and the 
Minority Interest Committee 
will host a Rhythms Party in 
the Baker Commons. 

Ultimate Spring Break (xperienc* 

Spring Break 
Mnzntlon! 

Fa More Information Call 
1-389-777-4642Or Visit 

WWW.STUDENTCITY.COM 

Since 1990, 60 Rice University graduates have applied 

their leadership skills to the growing movement to end 

educational inequity in our country. 

Will you join them? 

F I N A L A P P L I C A T I O N D E A D L I N E : FEDRUARY 15 

apply online at teachforamerica.org 

T E A C H F O R A M E R I C A 
www.teachforannerica.org 

mailto:ssridhar@rice.edu
mailto:tylers@rice.edu
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://WWW.STUDENTCITY.COM
http://www.teachforannerica.org
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Wherefore art thou Romeo? 
Ah, Valentine's Day! The birds are chirping, the sun is shining (at least in our hearts), the 

supermarkets are sold out of red heart-shaped balloons, and flower store owners are in the back 
rooms chuckling and counting their stacks of gold: Love is in the air. That is, at least for those 
who have a significant other with whom to share this special day. But what about the people who 
don't have someone to harass them into spending their hard-earned money on candy and 
flowers and all things pink? Well, the Backpage is here to help those poor souls out by 
publishing their very own personal ads to help these lovelorn persons find a special someone 
(anyone!) this Valentine's Day. Ain't we just so sweet?! 

Over the past few weeks we have received a number of misclass which can be 
described as "sick, twisted and disturbing." Therefore, we present to you... 

Normal female seeks a 
normal guy. Must not be 
obsessed with video games, 
add "zor" to the end of words 
(ex: Rockzor, Fuckzor, etc.), 
or watch more than three 
hours of anime daily. Hunky 
athletes, sensitive English or 
art majors preferred. CompSci 
majors need not apply. 

— Jane Schmoe 

Romantic, dreamy-eyed girl 
seeks perfect guy to take long 
walks, have deep and 
meaningful discussions, and 
watch sunsets with. Must have 
long, flowing hair, a muscular 
body, mind of a philosopher 
and soul of a poet. Horse 
ownership and ability to ride 
bareback a plus. If you wear a 
lace-up white shirt (unlaced) 
and tight black breeches every 
day, you're the man for me. 

— Virginia Prynne 

Superstar singer seeks car-
ing, careful partner who is a 
kind and understanding man-
child. Must enjoy romantic 
evenings and wardrobe 
malfunctions. Original nose 
required. 

— Janet Jackson 

Dude seeks dudette for 
some serious chilling and 
hanging out. Dudette must 
be both hot and cool, 
some modeling experience 
preferred but not required. 
Must like fantasy sports and 
baseball caps. Must be laid-
back and relaxed, or willing to 
ingest the chemicals neces-
sary to achieve this state. 

— Jesse Carr 

Yuppie seeks yuppiette for 
mutually advantageous rela-
tionship. Must be involved in 
at least three clubs, and be 
president of one of these clubs. 
Prior girlfriending experience 
a plus, please provide refer-
ences. Must like to shop at 
the Gap, have coffee at 
Starbucks, and eat at The 
Gatsby. E-mail to set up inter-
view time, business dress 
required. 

— Ashton Mills 

V . r * 
mi 

h q o ^ 

Poet-recluse imagines con-
stant kaleidoscopic love, en-
visions successful single 
Aphrodite, shall steal heart 
only leaving ecstacy. 

— Mark Berenson 

Desperate 
Asian male seeks 

humaniod female, 
preferably recognizable as 
such. I'm only 5'3" and 120 
lbs; but I can still pack a punch. 
Non-smokers preferred, 
unless you're "smoking hot." 
Just like soy sauce, you can't 
get enough of this little Asian. 

— The Amazing D-Mac 

"So what? I butt-raped my 
twin brother?" 
"Eww." 
"Well, it didn't help that 
our parents were egging 
us on." 

—Anonymous Will Rice 
junior 

'"When I get strep, I go 
down." 
"You go down on any-
thing." 

— Anonymous Hanszen 
sophomores 

"That would be weird." 
"What, having sex with 
your sister?" 
—Jones sophomore and 
freshman 

"Without the drooling and 
the vomiting, would she 
be hot?" 

— Anonymous Hanszen 
seniors regarding Martel 
freshman 

"Oh no, I was just shaking 
it out. I wasn't doing the 
masturbation thing." 
— Anonymous Jones senior 

"The only thing I've been 
feeling up lately is my 
textbook." 
— Anonymous Brown 
sophomore 

"Back in 1997, when I was 
looking at porn, they oniy 
had animated GIFs, 
dammit!" 

—Anonymous CompSci 
major 

"Sometimes I wonder if 
I'm a lesbian." 

—Anonymous Baker male 
sophomore 

"I only kept swallowing 
for the 10 dollars." 

— Anonymous Will Rice 
sophomore 

* final* ANode getHeadO 
{ *return* _head;} 

— code from Comp 212 

"You don't stick things 
like that up in front of 
ladies." 

— Female Jones senior 

We like misclass. Even 
disturbing misclass that 
keeps us awake at night 
by simply scaring the hell 
out of us. Seriously, some 
of you people need help. 
I know I'm going to need 
therapy just reading this. 
So keep up the good work 
and send us your 
misclass (whether it's 
rated G or NC-17) at 
backpage@rice. edu. 

The "Run for your lives, it's Friday the 13th!" Classifieds 
HOUSING 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Biking dis-
tance to Rice. Thoughtful ly reno-
vated one and two apts. with hard-
wood floors and central air. A one-
bedroom apt. at 1301 Richmond for 
$535, a two-bedroom at 1301 Rich-
mond for $645 and a large two-bed-
room, two-bath at 4200 Mt. Vernon 
for $895. Please call Andover Apart-
ments at (713) 524-3344. 

C A N C U N C O N D O f o r S p r i n g 
B r e a k . S l e e p s f o u r . A v a i l a b l e 
March 13-20. $1500. Check out 
Web s i te for o n e - b e d r o o m with 
s l eepe r sofa. (713) 245-2843. http:/ 
/www. cancunon-line.com/accom/ 
condo/condo _prop Jnfo/casa.html. 

FOR RENT. Small Mont rose ga rage 
apt. 1 bedroom, 1 bath, w a s h e r / 
dryer . $700. (713) 526-0074. 

It's Valentine's Day, 
but don't be blue. 

Willy sends a beer haiku: 

Don't fret Valentine, 
Beer will help you find true love 

Willy says "Be mine/" 

RPC Crush Party, Friday 10 p.m. 
$2 Pitchers 

Come get your HUGS Survey results! 

HELP WANTED 

WORK FROM YOUR ROOM. 
Smar t e rAcademic n e e d s capable , 
online academic advisors for its new, 
online service. Positions are available 
3 p.m.-3 a.m. CT Sun.-Thurs. Apply at 
www.smarteracademic.com, or e-mail 
hr.smarter@generalacademic.com for 
more information. 

NEUROBIOLOGY IJ \B in the Medi-
cal Center seeks compute r program-
mer . Exper ience with C, MATLAB 
and M a c i n t o s h r e q u i r e d . 10 -20 
h o u r s per week. Apply online at 
www.uth.tmc.edu/jobs. Position #04-
4426. 

R E S E A R C H P A R T I C I P A N T S 
n e e d e d . T h e J o n e s School of Man-
agemen t is s e e k i n g vo lun t ee r s who 
are f luent in Engl i sh with no rma l 
or c o r r e c t e d to no rma l vision to 
par t ic ipa te in s t ud i e s re la ted to de-
ve lopment of a c o m p u t e r t ask for 
m e a s u r i n g social and m a r k e t i n g 
p h e n o m e n a . T h e s tudy t a k e s about 
45 m i n u t e s and pays $8. For m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e e - m a i l 
implicit@rice.edu. 

STUDENTS ORGANIZED Against 
Rape is seek ing vo lun teers to help 
coordinate Artemis Rice 2004. This 
concert event showcases local tal-
ent, and all p roceeds benefi t the 
Houston Area W o m e n ' s Center . To 
get involved or for more informa-
t ion a b o u t p e r f o r m i n g , c o n t a c t 
wellness@rice.edu. 

WE NEED CANDIDATES who are 
computer literate and may have a ba-
sic knowledge of tennis, previous em-
ployment at a health club or have the 
energy and desire to be successful. 
Hours are flexible. Multiple positions 
available. Please contact Eric Striesfeld 
at (713) 551-7209, ext. 3277. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 
2-partner consul t ing pract ice. Lo-
cated in Galleria area. Flexible hours . 
Competency with Microsoft Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint required. Con-
tact Bob at jungmanb@toddorg.com. 

FREE LASER TREATMENTS for 
acne: Looking for patients 18 and older 
with moderate to severe facial acne 
(approximately 20 lesions) and acne 
scarring willing to participate in out-
r e s e a r c h s t u d y u s i n g t h e 
Smoothbeam laser. Trea tments will 
be offered free of charge, and a $150 
stipend will be paid at the completion 
of the study. For fur ther information, 
call (713) 791-9966 and ask for Ida. 

WE ARE HIRING experienced swim 
instructors. WSI certification is not a 
requirement, but is encouraged. Flex-
ibility is the key to our summer pro-
gram. Please contact Jennifer Bunch 
at (713) 551-7209. ext. 3289. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR seasonal 
l ifeguards. We offer American Red 
Cross lifeguard certification courses . 
Experience is a plus, flexibility is a 
must . Contact the Aquatics office at 
(713) 551-7209, ext. 3290 for fu r ther 
details. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

EGG DONORS NEEDED. 21 -30 years 
of age, intelligent, healthy. Compen-
sation $3,500 and up. Contact Rebecca: 
(949) 940-9163 or www.baby-
miracles.com. 

SPRING BREAK 2004! Travel with 
STS, Amer ica ' s #1 s tuden t tour op-
e r a t o r to Cancun , Acapulco and 
Florida. Biggest par t ies , best c lubs! 
Book your trip now! Call for g r o u p 
d i s c o u n t s . In fo rm at i o n / R e s e r v a -
t i o n s at (800) 6 4 8 - 4 8 4 9 o r 
www.ststravel. com. 

BARTENDERS are in demand!!! Have 
fun!!! Make $$$! Meet people!!! Job 
placement assistance is top priority. 
*Ask about our special student dis-
count*. American Bartending Acad-
emy, 10555 Northwest Freeway Ste. 
#230. Call now!!! (713) 688-9991. 
www.houstonbartending.com. 

SALE. Snow skis, boots, pants, apres 
ski boots size 8-1/2 $30-40. New 
Salomon boots $99 size 11.Telephone: 
(713) 667-3535, leave a message. 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT > 
1100/ACT > 24/GPA> 3.0/ages 19-29. 
Nonsmokers. All races needed, espe-
cially Asian. Must have transportation. 
Inquire at info@eggdonorcenter.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 -35 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
priorto Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St.. MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005 1892 

Phone:(713)348-3967 
Fax: (713)348-5238 
The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

http://www.smarteracademic.com
mailto:hr.smarter@generalacademic.com
http://www.uth.tmc.edu/jobs
mailto:implicit@rice.edu
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