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Elections yield few candidates 
Amendment to ban Student Association co-presidents will be on ballot 

by Risa Gordon 
T H R K S H K K S T A F F 

An amendment to the Student 
Association constitution prohibiting 
the election of SA co-presidents will 
be on the General Elections ballot, 
but eight positions in the SA and 
other blanket tax organizations will 
not be. 

The SA Senate voted 21-1 Mon-
day to place a constitutional amend-
ment on the General Elections ballot 
that would require that the office of 
the SA president be held by a single 
person. Hanszen College senator Ian 
Everhart cast the only vote against 
placing the amendment on the ballot. 

When SA co-Presidents Bryan 
Debbink and Michael Leggett were 
elected, they promised to bring up 
the issue of whether having co-presi-
dents should be constitutional. The 
issue was discussed at SA meetings 
Jan. 19 and 26. At the Jan. 26 meet-
ing, 17 of the 20 voting members 
present voted in favor of placing the 
amendment on the ballot, which fell 
one vote short of the four-fifths 
supermajority required. The senate 
voted at the Jan. 26 meeting to dis-
cuss the issue again at Monday's 
meeting because two voting mem-
bers were absent. 

Martel College Senator Trey 
Smith voted against the amendment 
at the Jan. 26 meeting but voted for 
it at the Monday meeting after talk-
ing to members of Martel. 

"Personally, I would prefer not to 
have co-presidents," Smith, a sopho-
more, said. "However, as a represen-
tative, it doesn't matter what I think 
personally. From the feedback I've 
gotten, the Martel College citizens ... 
would like to see this constitutional 
change on the ballot for the General 
Elections, so that's how I voted — to 
represent them properly." 

.Sid Richardson College senator 
Manish Agrawal, who also voted 
against the amendment at the Jan. 26 
meeting, changed his vote af ter 
speaking with members of his col-
lege, although he said he does not 
think the amendment is necessary. 

"I think Michael and Bryan did a 
good job this [yearj," Agrawal, a 
sophomore, said. "If the students 
don't want two presidents, they don't 
have to vote for them. If they do, 
then they can vote for them." 

Other proposals on the General 
Elections ballot include a $2 blanket 
tax for Rice Program Council to in-
crease support of Beer-Bike, which 
was on last year's General Elections 
ballot but did not pass; changes to 

the University Blue Constitution, 
which were on the Homecoming 
Elections ballot this fall but did not 
pass because not enough students 
voted on them; SA constitutional 
changes; and changes to the Honor 
Council constitution. For a proposal 
to pass, a two-thirds supermajority 
must vote in favor, with at least 
20 percent of students voting. 

Leggett, a Wiess College senior, 
said approving the blanket tax increase 
is important for the future of Beer-
Bike. Currently, blanket tax money 
covers about half the event's cost, 
which has risen in the past few years. 

"If I the referendum 1 doesn't pass, 
then Beer-Bike is just going to 
change quite a bit," l egge t t said. 

No candidates submitted peti-
tions by the deadline for eight of the 
35 positions to be filled in the Gen-
eral Elections, but Leggett said some 
petitions were received late. As a 
result, Spring Elections will be held 
March 10-14 to fill the empty posi-
tions, SA Director of Elections Ames 
Grawert said. Petitions for the open 
positions will be accepted Feb. 19 
through Feb. 24. 

Grawert, a I>ovett College sopho-
more, said he plans to advertise both 
the upcoming elections. 

See ELECTIONS, Page 4 
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Getting the glove on the right hand 
Junior shortstop Paul Janish tries to decide which glove to use during 
practice Tuesday at Reckling Park. The baseball season begins with 
the alumni game tomorrow at 2 p.m. See Baseball Preview, Pullout. 
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Campus returns to normalcy 
by Ian Everhart 

T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

RACHEL DAVIS/THRESHER 

Rice University Police Depar+tnent officers Tina McDuell and Clarence Veltman inspect the car of a 
visitor last Saturday. McDuell (left) is using a Geiger counter, which measures radiation. 

RPC sets Willy Week details 

Tensofthousandsofvisitorsdescendedupon 
Houston for Sunday's Super Bowl, but while 
Rice students encountered tightened security, 
they experienced no major problems, and some 
enjoyed being in the national spotlight. 

Rice University Police Department Lieu-
tenant Dianna Marshall said RUPD encoun-
tered no difficulties related to the Super Bowl, 
and the security screening of incoming ve-
hicles went smoothly. 

"From our perspective, it went very well," 
Marshall, who was in charge of security ar-
rangements for the weekend, said. "Other 
than some minor traffic delays, we had no 
problems at the entrances. We had a lot of 
coopera t ion from everybody who came 
through there." 

Marshall said some cars entering campus 
were inspected and some searched with a 
Geiger counter, a device that measures radia-
tion, but nothing dangerous was found. 

"We found nothing in the vehicles that 
would cause us concern, which was a relief to 
us, and to the community as well, I'm sure," 
Marshall said. 

Officers let cars with Rice parking decals 
pass through the screening areas, while some 
visitors received more scrutiny. Marshall said 
the procedures did not cause any problems 
with Rice's neighbors. 

"We had a lot of good cooperation and a lot 
of good interaction with the community that 
came on campus," Marshall said. "They 
seemed to understand the need for what we 
were doing and were pleased that we were 
doing it." 

The Super Bowl also brought media atten-
tion to some students. The Rice Marching Owl 
Band was featured on MTVs Rock N' Jock 
Super Bowl, which was taped last Friday and 
broadcast Saturday on MTV. 

MOB Drum Minor Mike Powell said the 
group participated in a flag football game be-
tween two teams made up of pop stars and 
NFL players. 

"What they asked us to do was to split into 
two bands, each one being a pep band for 
each of the two teams that they formed, and 
during the halftime show featuring [rapper] 
Chingy ... they wanted us to dance to the 
music, all of us," Powell, a Lovett College 
senior, said. 

See BOWL. Page 5 

by Brooke Lathram 
T H R E S H E R S T A F F 

William Marsh Rice was no Johnny Depp, 
but Rice Program Council hopes his statue 
will make a fine pirate during "One-Eyed Willy 
Week," which begins with Rondelet March 13 
and culminates with Beer-Bike March 20. 

Rondelet, whose theme this year is "Cos-
mopolitan," will be held at the Metropolitan 
ballroom on the 13th floor of the downtown 
Southwest Texas Bank building. 

The RPC formals committee previously 
planned to hold Rondelet in the Crystal Ball-
room of the downtown Rice Hotel, but the 
hotel booked the venue for a wedding while 
RPC's contract was being negotiated in De-
cember. After RPC's contract was signed last 
month, the Rice Hotel reneged on the deal, 
leaving the formals commit tee with only 
two months to find an alternate venue, Formals 
Chair Cara Eng said. 

The Crystal Ballroom space was large 
enough to accommodate both a band and a I)J, 
so the formals committee had hired the band 

Sonata to play at Rondelet. However, the Met-
ropolitan Ballroom lacks space for both, so the 
band has been cancelled, Eng, a Baker Col-
lege junior, said. 

Eng said the Rice Hotel has returned RPC's 
deposit and RPC does not plan to file a lawsuit 
for breach of contract. 

Tickets for Rondelet will cost $20 in ad-
vance and $30 at the door. Students will be 
able to buy advance tickets in the Student 
Center until 4 p.m. March 12, RPC President 
Mary-Margaret Miller said. 

Events planned for Willy Week include 
'Taste of the Town," a multi-restaurant buffet, 
on March 14; an "owl egg hunt." in which 
students will search for plastic eggs filled with 
prizes, on March 15; beer debates March 16; 
Willy's birthday dinner in the academic quad 
March 17; international beer night at Willy's 
Pub March 18; and an event in conjunction 
with Rice's March 19 baseball game against 
the University of Hawaii, RPC Willy Week 
Committee co-Chair Naaz Khumawala said. 

"One-Eyed Willy Week" T-shirts will be on 
See WILLY, Page 5 

INSIDE 

Last day to add classes 
Today is the last day to add classes, 

and the last day to drop classes without a 
fee. Make sure you've added everything 
on ESTHER by 5 p.m. Remember, you 
need a new PIN number from your col-
lege coordinator if you haven't added or 
dropped a class since the second week of 
classes, but first you must get a PIN 
release form from an academic advisor. 
So get started early — you've got lots of 
work to do to drop that class. 

On second thought, maybe it's easier 
just to stay in the class ... 

Scoreboard 

Men's Basketball 
San Jose State 49, Rice 82 
Women's Basketball 
Rice 74, San Jose State 60 
Rice 61, Hawaii 
Women's Tennis 
Rice 5. Minnesota 2 
William & Mary 7, Rice 0 
Men's Tennis 
Fresno State 2, Rice 5 

OPINION 
Resuscitating the S>4 

Page 3 

A&E 
Get your gun 

Page 11 

Page 17 SPORTS 
Men's basketball hits the road 

Quote of the Week 

"There are a lot more ways to measure our 
performance than just the final score." 
— Head swimming coach Scott Huston, on 
the team's weekend matchups 
against No. 15 Texas A&M today at College 
Station and No. 9 Southern Methodist 
University at the Rice Pool tomorrow. See 
Story, Page 14. 

Weekend Weather 

Friday 
Mostly sunny, 57-35 degrees 
Saturday 
Partly sunny, 55-39 degrees 
Sunday 
Partly cloudy, 56-52 degrees 
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the Rice Thresher 

RUPD's 'lockdown' 
avoided headaches 

We appreciate the relative lack of inconvenience the Rice Univer-
sity Police Department posed to students, staff and faculty during 
Super Bowl weekend. Under the circumstances, the additional 
security put in place by RUPD could have become a headache, but 
thanks to obviously careful planning, the extra measurer were 
barely felt — especially given the scope of the operation and when 
compared to past security increases. 

Specifics on the planned additional security were publicized well in 
advance. The closing of entrances was implemented fairly smoothly, as 
was the establishment of checkpoints at the entrances remaining open. 
And when Super Bowl weekend ended, so did the additional security. 

It is also reassuring that RUPD was able to successfully imple-
ment a campus "lockdown." We hope Rice never has to seal off its 
campus because of a security threat more pressing than a major 
football game, but now we know that if such an emergency arises, 
RUPD will be ready. 

Hopefully such foresight and attention to detail will become 
habitual to those who plan and implement Rice's security measures. 

Take yourself 
out to a ballgame 

It may feel like winter outside—for Texas at least—but you know 
spring is coming when baseball season starts. We are excited for the 
upcoming season, which unofficially starts with the alumni game 
tomorrow at Reckling Park and hope student turnout reflects the 
team's stature as defending national champions. Season-ticket hold-
ers have already reached record numbers, and students should take 
advantage of having a free ticket to every home game for the nation's 
best team. 

We also hope that Rice's other outstanding teams are not 
neglected; both basketball teams are in first place in the West-
ern Athletic Conference, the men's tennis team is ranked in the 
top 25 nationally, and the women's tennis team is also nationally 
ranked. We want the spring athletic season to produce full 
houses at Autry Court, Reckling Park, Jake Hess Tennis Sta-
dium and the Rice Soccer/Track Stadium as well as banners and 
accolades aplenty. 

Complain, then Envision 
Don't get us wrong — complaining is fun. When you see a flaw in 

the university, by all means complain. 
However, when you have finished complaining and are ready to 

do something about it, consider applying for an Envision Grant. 
These grants are a valuable and often underutilized opportunity to 
obtain funding for a new idea — an idea that can make life better 
either inside or outside the hedges. 

The deadline for the next round of grants is Monday. We hope 
the volume of proposals is high because even those that aren't 
funded by an Envision Grant can still be realized by active and 
concerned students. 

Our mailbox is lonely 
Here's a little secret: We print, after barely editing, almost all of 

the letters to the editor we receive. 
We believe our letters section should be preserved as one of the 

most direct, uncensored and unfiltered forums for student opinion 
at this university. That's why we generally only edit letters for 
grammar and clarity, and generally only decline to run letters when 
they are truly tasteless or repetitive of another letter. 

We think it's a great system — one that encourages openness and 
candor among members of the Rice community. But it doesn't work 
unless you, the Rice community, write letters. 

As you can see, this week we only received one letter by our 
deadline (and it was written by a Thresher staff member). At a time 
when Student Association elections are looming, the alcohol policy 
is under review and the national scene is buzzing with its own 
electoral excitement, this dearth of opinion is shocking. 

The next time you react to something in this paper or in the world, 
please consider sharing that reaction on this page. Letters of up to 
250 words are accepted by e-mail to thresher@rice.edu until 5 p.m. 
each Monday. 

Thank you for continuing to make the Thresher the hotbed of 
community opinion at Rice. 

Unsigned editorials represent the majority opinion of the T h r e s h e r 
editorial staff. 

& 

Rice Voices 

Keep up the not-sickeningly-safe tree house 
S o m e t i m e s , a tree house is just a 
tree house. 

We all know about tree houses: if 
we didn't have one when we were 
little, we probably knew 
someone who did. It could 
become anyth ing we 
wanted it to be: a club-
house, a spaceship, a fort, 
a place to hide — but al-
ways a place to have fun. 

The allure of the tree 
house has not waned 
much now that we are in 
college. Tree houses now 
could be a novel place to 
study, hang out or (for 
the more adventurous) 
get some nookie. A tree 
house is the quintessential repre-
sentation of what it meant when we 
were younger — and can still 
mean — to have fun. 

David 
Axel 

Just once, lets make 

... responsible 

themselves. 

people 

for 

Unfortunately, in today's world, 
the simplicity of what it meant to 
have fun as a child is being tem-
pered by the reality of litigation. 
Sometimes, at places like Rice, a 
tree house is seen first as a liability. 

Under these conditions, a simple 
tree house erected in the academic 
quad by an anonymouscrew (purely 
for the fun of it) is unfairly tainted by 
the nature of today's society and is 
symbolic of the direction in which 
our country is headed. 

Perhaps instead of a tree house, 
you had a rope swing over a water 
hole when you were young. Maybe 
one day someone let go early, took 
a tumble and hurt himself. Back 
then, everyone probably felt sorry 
for the kid, but no one thought of 
suing anyone. 

Danger was part of the deal; in 
fact it was part of what made swing-
ing on that rope such a thrill. If 
someone got hurt, it was a shame, 

but that was life. We would 
learn to be more cautious, 
and move on. 

Today, Amer icans 
seem less and less willing 
to move on. Rather than 
accept the responsibility 
of risk as part of life — 
and often as part of fun — 
many choose to blame 
someone else for their 
pain, claiming someone 
should have been looking 
out for their safety. 

In some cases, the indi-
vidual suing is completely justified. 
But too often, the plaintiff is simply 
refusing to take responsibility for the 
pain and discomfort which is an inte-
gral part of living. That something as 
simple as the tree house in the quad 
can so well represent this situation 
so well shows just how bad things 
have gotten in this country. 

It is commendable that the ad-
ministration did not immediately 
remove the tree house, with Vice 
President for Student Affairs Zenaido 
Camacho going so far to say that it 
was "absolutely marvelous." How-
ever, I think they should be bold and 
go one step further. 

The tree house is sagging as it 
settles on its ropes—and this should 
be corrected — but other than this, 
why not leave it alone? Just once, 
let's make people who use the tree 
house responsible for themselves, 
instead of worrying that the univer-
sity will be held liable in the event of 
an accident. 

The builders have given all the 
warning necessa ry by placing 
rules at the tree house 's base. If 
people decide not to obey those 
rules, they have no one to blame 
but themselves should anything 
u n f o r t u n a t e h a p p e n . F u r t h e r 
modifications — such as a safety 
railing — detract from the authen-
ticity of the tree house. 

True, it is a concern that some-
one could disregard the rules, fall 
off and hurt themselves. But how 
much fun is something when your 
safety is completely guaranteed? I 
don't mean to suggest that some-
thing needs to be dangerous to be 
fun, but one of the reasons the tree 
house was built was, according to 
one of its builders, to "remember 
the art of play." 

Part of that playful appeal is that 
it was a clandestine project by stu-
dents and not official construction 
by the university. It was built to be 
fun, not permanent. 

But why not leave it up? Who 
knows how long it will last, but as 
long as someone, perhaps one of 
the builders, takes the responsi-
bility to check the ropes periodi-
cally to ensure that they are not 
about to snap, I don't see why it 
should come down. 

It is representative of a differ-
ent time, arguably a better time, 
when fun was fun and children (in 
age or in heart) were not as held 
down by lawsui t s and sa fe ty 
considerations. 

If the risk is made known and we 
are all willing to say that we accept 
the risk when we choose to use it, 
then there is no reason for the tree 
house to be removed. 

David Axel is a Brown College sopho-
more. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Thresher misrepresented 
SA co-President vote 

To the editor 
As I picked up the Thresher last 

week, I was disappointed to see right 
on the front page the headline "No 
decision reached on co-president 
amendment" (Jan. 30). In fact, as 
the article itself says, not one but 
two decisions were reached: that it 
not be included on the ballot and 
also to consider this decision again 
at the meeting Feb. 2. 

As was mentioned in the article, 

the Student Association Senate did 
not approve the amendment's inclu-
sion on the General Election ballot. 
While the vote was 17-3-2, it fell short 
of the four-fifths supermajority of 18 
votes required for approval. 

A measure that fails by one vote 
nevertheless fails, just as one that 
passes by a single vote passes. I 
would hope that future Thresher 
headlines reflect more closely tin-
content of the article. 

Ian Everhart 
Hanszen sophomore 

Student Association Senator 
Threshe r news reporter 

CONTACTING THE 
THRESHER 
Letters 
• Let ters to the ed i to r 
should be sent to the Thresher 
by e-mail to th resher@rice. edu 
let ters must be received by 
5 p.m. on the Monday prior to 
a Friday publication date. 
• All letters to the editor 
must be signed and include a 
phone number. 
• Letters should be no 
longer than 250 words in 
length. The Thresherresetves 
the right to edit letters for 
both content and length. 

News Tips 
• Tips for possible news sto-
ries should be phoned in to 
the Thresherat (713) 348-4801. 

Subscribing 
• Annual subscriptions are 
available for $50 domestic and 
$105 international via first 
class mail. 

Advertising 
• We accept display and 
classified adver t isements . 
Please contact the Thresher 
for more information. 

mailto:thresher@rice.edu
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Runner's high 

SA floundering in apathy, dull triviality 
T h e S t u d e n t Association is on life 
support. 

While it's not actually possible 
for the SA to die, it can certainly 
indefinitely linger in a 
half-conscious state until 
it reaches complete and 
permanent irrelevancy. 

Evidence abounds to 
support the sick state of 
the SA. Consider the up-
coming General Elections, 
by which all the SA Execu-
tive Council posit ions 
should be filled. In theory, 
these should be some of 
the most sought-after stu-
dent government positions 
at Rice. Yet no one is run-
ning for two of the five positions 
(including the internal vice president), 
and two other races are uncontested. 

You would suspect that some stu-
dent activists would want the influence 
and responsibility that comes with 
these positions or, at a minimum, some 
resume-padding students would be 
running just because they think invest-
ment banks will look favorably on these 
prestigious positions. Yet the only con-
tested SA EC election is for president. 

The election also reveals that as of 
now, not a single current college sena-
tor will be involved in the SA next year. 
This organization cannot be produc-
tive if it must go back to square one 
every year with a lack of continuity and 
virtually no institutional memory. 

The complete changeover is also 
quite d isconcer t ing because it 
suggests that even the senators 
themselves have concerns about the 
viability of the SA and whether they 
should invest their time in it. 

The state of the SA can also be 
observed from its meetings. Having 
attended virtually every SA meeting 

Mark 
Berenson 

for the past two-and-a-half years, my 
observations are not based on a gut 
reaction or on one person who can't 
run a meeting, but instead on systemic 

problems I have observed. 
SA meetings often are 

filled with procedural votes 
and making announce-
ments, neither of which 
the average student cares 
about. As a result, when it 
comes time to discuss sub-
stantive issues, little time 
is allotted because meet-
ings must be kept to a 
reasonable time. Further-
more, few people come to 
the meetings who don't 
hold an elected or ap-

pointed position requiring their at-
tendance, and thus the discussion is 
often between a narrow subsection 
of the undergraduate population. 

However, it is even worse when 
there are discussions — and even 
disputes — about trivial internal is-
sues, such as who is going to put up 
what flyer. This is not the point of an 
open meeting, and these procedural 
matters should be handled in the 
closed meetings the senate has prior 
to each Monday night meeting. 

I envision an SA meeting where 
there are no club a p p r o v a l s — they're 
almost always perfunctory votes and 
should only be discussed when there 
are concerns about the club — and 
where there are no announcements— 
if the SA wishes to spread a message, 
announcements can easily be sent via 
e-mail, which will also reach far more 
people. My U t o p i a n meeting focuses 
on debate on substantive t o p i c s , and as 
a result, students come to meetings to 
discuss the issues they care about. 

But it's not done that way, and so 
it is rare that I leave a meeting feel-

ing it was a productive way to spend 
time. There have even been times 
that I leave feeling like the principal 
at the end of Billy Madison, who 
notes after Billy's speech, "Every-
one in this room is now dumber for 
having listened to it." 

So what's to be done? Some would 
argue nothing: Our college govern-
ments are strong, and as long as we 
have some entity to coordinate the 
colleges, everything will work out fine. 

Yes, student government functions 
in its current state, but students can-
not accept the status quo as the limit 
to the effectiveness of student govern-
ment, and instead must demand more. 
Imagine how much better things could 
be if consensus on issues such as 
parking could be developed directly, 
instead of through a two-tier process. 

With the upcoming election, it is a 
good time to demand more from your 
government. Change must start at the 
top, and fortunately, the next president 
will actually be selected by students. 
The presidential election should be 
hotly contested with four candidates, 
all of whom have different ideas. 

There are many opportunities for 
students to learn about the candi-
dates — read the blurbs in next 
week's Thresher, attend Monday's 
debate or send e-mails to the candi-
dates to learn what they think about 
the issues that are important to you. 

Students must not only figure out 
which candidate best embodies the 
ideas important to them, but who also 
has the ability to revive the SA. While 
being the president of a dying organi-
zation may look good on paper, the SA 
president must first help the SA so that 
it can be effective. 

Mark Berenson is a Martel College 
senior and editor in chief. 

... The paper it's written on 

Blame game must cease in AIDS battle 

• • 

There are few things as satisfying as 
assigning blame. Violence is explod-
ing in the classroom, so boycott gory 
video games. Children are too fat. so 
blame McDonald's. But a 
scapegoat is not a solu-
tion — or an explanation. 
It is an excuse. 

It's fashionable to blame 
the world AIDS pandemic 
on the drug companies who 
have fought against selling 
the complex cocktail of an ti-
retroviral drugs cheaply to 
afflicted poor nations. 
There's a lot of truth to this. 

But it's unfortunate that 
so much of the debate is 
framed as a simplistic at-
tack on drug companies, because the 
limited debate obscures the true scope 
and complexity of the problem. It is all 
too easy to believe that cheaper drugs 
alone will solve the problem. It won't. 

According the World Resources 
Institute, AIDS has killed over 21 mil-
lion people. Three-quarters of these 
victims are from sub-Saharan Africa, 
where life expectancy is dropping from 
an average of 67 years to 47 years. 

Why is sub-Saharan Africa so hard 
hit? Poverty is the reason the epidemic 
is so horrific, and poverty is where the 
fight must begin and end. The con-
stant struggle for people earning less 
than a dollar a day to feed their family 
and themselves leaves little time for 
thoughts of AIDS prevention. 

Mere survival trumps farsighted 
planning against a slow, plodding dis-
ease. Forget about affording the ex-
pensive cocktail of anti-retroviral 
drugs — even heavily subsidized ge-
nerics would be beyond the grasp of 
the impoverished. In a land where 
malaria and malnutrition kill just as 
many people as AIDS, the first chal-
lenge must be to provide sufficient 
basic health care. 

More aid is desperately needed. 
But clearly, funneling more money 
into subsidizing anti-retroviral drugs 
is only a small part of a more com-
prehensive answer. The solution, if 

James 
Sulak 

there is one, will have to include 
both suppression and prevention. 

Suppressing the HIV virus in the 
infected is a more difficult challenge in 

impoverished Africa than 
it is in the United States 
and, again, can be accom-
plished only with sufficient 
nutrition and health care. 
AIDS is but one symptom 
of an impoverished soci-
ety, and only treating those 
already infected is akin to 
treating the symptoms of 
a disease without regard 
to the cause. 

Until the social, politi-
cal and economic ob-
stacles are effectively 

engaged, this deadly combination of 
AIDS and poverty will kill millions 
more. 

Preventing the virus' spread 
requires massive public education ef-
forts. We Americans are all educated 
of the simple preventative measures 
that can stop HIV in its tracks. Use 
condoms. Don't share needles. But in 
a region with low literacy and poor 
communication infrastructures, these 
simple precautions can be hard to dis-
seminate, and misinformation travels 
as quickly as the disease. 

Fighting AIDS means fighting ig-
norance. As long as there are people 
who believe that having sex with a 
virgin can rid a person of HIV, slow-
ing the disease will be impossible. 

In addition to preventative mea-
sures, educational efforts must target 
the stigmas against AIDS and the 
reluctance to discuss sexually transr 
mitted diseases. We struggle with these 
prejudices in the United States, but in 
Africa they are magnified in the face of 
poverty and the absence of education. 

Social stigmas can make it impos-
sible for the infected to gain employ-
ment to support themselves and their 
dependents. In the absence of any 
prospects for treatment, many people 
don't try to determine if they have HIV; 
their only rewards are unemployment 
and social rejection. 

It is a grim situation, and since it is 
happening half a world away it is easy 
to ignore. Moreover. AIDS is hardly 
the exciting disease that Ebola or even 
SARSis. Nosudden fever or hacking of 
blood. It is a slow, plodding disease, 
silently wearing down the immune 
system. Not the stuff of a disaster movie 
or even a 15-second sound bite on the 
10 p.m. news. 

Yet something has to be done, and 
passing the buck to the drug compa-
nies isn't the answer. The first step in 
the fight against the AIDS epidemic is 
overcoming our apathy and recogniz-
ing how complex the battle will be. 

James Sulak is a Hanszen College 
junior and assistant opinion editor. 

Guest column 

On money matters, Dean 
dangerously tax-happy 
When a car grazes the gravel on 
the right side of a paved road, a 
driver's reflex is to swerve to the left. 
America is hearing the grind ofloose 
rock beneath the tires, 
but a violent jerk left will 
only land us in a ditch 
with a totaled economy. 
Former Vermont Gover-
nor and Democratic 
presidential hopeful 
Howard Dean isa swerve 
we must resist 

Last August, many 
Americans opened an 
envelope containing the 
proceeds of President 
George W. Bush's long-
awaited tax refunds. To 
most, this largess of around $500 
(depending on one's tax bracket) 
would not even finance a round-trip 
flight to Washington to ask for 
more. Meanwhile, the en suing eco-
nomic slump, linked by many to 
the cuts, has resulted in a general 
willingness to accept higher taxes. 

Dean has capitalized on that will-
ingness and has partially based his 
campaign on balancing the budget 
and simultaneously siphoning 
mountainsofcash into government 
institutions. This tax and spend-
ing hike would be strongly felt by 
middle America, simply because 
the increases would be so colossal. 

Dean calls for the elimination 
of all Bush tax cuts, which the 
Heritage Foundation estimates will 
result in a tax increase of hun-
dreds of billions of dollars per year. 

The key now is to phase out the 
Bush administration's initiatives 
with a surgeon's touch, not hack 
away at them as Dean suggests. A 
medical doctor, of all people, should 
understand the value of precision, 
yet Dean would rather play the part 
of WalMart's Rollback Smiley. 

According to Americans for Tax 
Reform, "Overall. Vermont state 
spending grew 83 percent under 
Dean from 1992 through 2001, 
58 percent faster than the state's 
economy. "The average horsehold 
in Vermont saw an annual tax in-
crease of over $2,(XX) under Dean. 

With Bush's deficit spending 
creating debt. Dean's aim to bal-
ance the budget and simultaneously 
implement grossly expensive 
programs, like a $90 billion a year 
workers' health coverage initiative, 
will so heavily burden the middle 
class that the reign of Bush might 
seem like a distant golden age. 

Also, many of Dean's proposed 

John 
Donaleski 

initiatives are also not that great 
from a pure policy standpoint. For 
example, Dean claims the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 

has failed to create an 
economic boom in 
Mexico, which has de-
veloped only a 3 percent 
economic growth rate 
since the creation of the 
agreement, and thus has 
not given rise to a U.S. 
trade surplus. Conced-
ing NAFTA "is here to 
stay," he believes Ameri-
can funds can build the 

middle consumer class 
in Mexico so desired by 
businessmen. 

Dean's "New Deal" strategy of 
building a Mexican infrastructure 
is similar to the spending that was 
supposed to spur the economy dur-
ing Franklin D. Roosevelt's presi-
dency. Roosevelt, though, created 
American jobs, not Mexican ones. 
Perhaps Dean has simply run out 
of places in America where he might 
spend tax revenues, for it appears 
he will exhaust every domestic 
venue if given a chance. 

Bush's tax cuts may have earned 
him a disparaging chapter in some 
future history book, but a reaction-
ary successor could very well usher 
in for America a new era of what is 
called elsewhere "Eurosclerosis." 
This "disease," caused by European 
Union restrictions on deficit spend-
ing, leave nations withoutany means 
of revenue except tax increases. 
Dean not only wants to expose 
America to this disease, buthe wants 
to do so with the pre-existing condi-
tion of massive national debt 

Dean's personality has made 
him a pariah to many Americans, 
but his economic policies make 
him a danger. While the chances 
for Dean to win a nomination are 
slim, he could still exert consider-
able influence over the platforms 
of other Democratic hopefuls. 
Thus, any attempt he may make to 
el iminate the national debt 
through budget balancing acts and 
increased spending funded by ti-
tanic tax increases is concerning. 

Economically, we cannot look to 
revive the America of the Clinton 
administration, but we must work 
with the America crafted by Bush. 
We should treat it with care because 
while it isn't much, it's all we've got. 

John Donaleski is a Brown College 
sophomore and cartoonist 
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P O L I C E B L O T T E R 

The following items were reported to the University Police for the period 
Jan. 26 - Feb. 2 

Residential Colleges 
Wiess College Jan. 29 

Lovett College 

Academic Buildings 
Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School of 
Management Building 

Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School of 
Management Building 

Student overdosed on an over-the-
counter pain medication. Houston 
Fire Department transported the 
student to Memorial Hermann 
Hospital. 

Jan. 29 Telephone harassment reported. 

Jan. 27 Cell phone stolen. 

Feb. 2 DVD/VCR player and touch panel 
board stolen from room 256. 

Baker RAs Byrds resign effective May 
by Katherine Corley 

THRESHER STAFF 

Other Buildings 
Greenbriar Building Jan. 27 

Greenbriar Building Jan. 30 

Recreation Center Feb. 2 

Money stolen. Suspicious male seen 
running from the building. 

Laptop stolen. 

Wallet stolen. 

Parking Lots 
North Lot 

Other Areas 
Entrance #1 

College Way 

Entrance #13 

Entrance #11 

Feb. 2 Back window of a vehicle parked in 
the Observatory section of the lot 
broken. 

Jan. 29 Padlock to gate broken. 

Jan. 30 Stop sign at Founder's Court 
damaged. 

Jan. 30 Vehicular accident. 

Jan. 31 Students carrying two cardboard 
business signs from the Rice Village. 
Signs were confiscated and returned 
to the owners. 

Baker College Resident Associ-
ates Alex and JeanetteByrd resigned 
Jan. 28. The Byrds will move out of 
Baker after graduation this May. 

Alex Byrd (Sid '90). a history pro-
fessor, sent an e-mail to the college's 
listserv to inform students of the 
Byrds' decision. 

"We decided recently that it was 
indeed time to make the transition 
from associates-in-residence to plain 
ol' (but we hope very active) associ-
ates at large," Byrd stated in the e-
mail. "We have truly enjoyed our 
time at the college and we will cher-
ish many, many good memories of 
our lives here." 

The Byrds began to think about 
res igning when the i r d a u g h t e r 
Jenna was born in November, join-
ing three-year-old Benjamin, Alex 
Byrd said. 

"When my wife became pregnant, 
our decision was to see whether we 
thought we could be active RAs and 
also be able to raise two kids in the 
space that we have as RAs," he said. 

B a k e r P r e s i d e n t M e g a n 
Batchelor said the search process 

for a new RA is underway. 
"Currently, applications are still 

out for the position of search com-
mittee chair," Batchelor said. "One 
will be appointed next week, but 
[Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido] Camacho h a s a l ready 
alerted the Rice community of the 
opening here, and a number of fac-
ulty and staff member s have ex-
pressed an interest in the position." 

Batchelor said the search should 
be completed by the end of the se-
mester. 

During their tenure, the Byrds 
introduced after-dinner speeches 
called port talks, now a Baker tradi-
tion. Dur ing the ta lks , facul ty 
members from Rice and other uni-
versities are allowed 20 minutes to 
answer questions such as, "What is 
the most important thing I've learned 
in school or since?" Alex Byrd also 
began a once-a-month dinner tutorial 
on important questions in African-
American studies. 

"Both [port talks and the tuto-
rial) were meant for discussing the 
values and purpose of a liberal edu-
cation," Alex Byrd said. "(Students 
could ] learn about so:.ie things with-
out the pressure of grades." 

Baker RA Mac Griswold said the 
Byrds have made large contributions 
to Baker, including their well-known 
Frito pie study breaks. 

"Alex, Jeanette, Benjamin, and the 
recentaddition Jenna, have enhanced 
life at Baker more than we can ex-
press," Griswold, director of the Com-
munity Involvement Center, said. 

Previously an associate at Sid 
Richardson College, Byrd first be-
came involved with Baker when 
Meghan Whitmore (Baker '03) in-
vited him to interview for the RA 
opening in Spring 2000. 

"We weren't looking for an RA 
position, but when Meghan asked 
us over and we had dinner, we were 
just extraordinarily impressed by the 
students and the interview process, 
and before it was all done we really 
wanted to be RAs at Baker," Alex 
Byrd said. "We wanted it badly." 

The Byrds plan to buy a home in 
Houston and remain Baker associ-
ates. Batchelor said she expects the 
Byrds to continue their involvement 
in the college. 

"I feel confident that the Byrds 
will be very active associates after 
their time as RAs has concluded," 
Batchelor said. 

Four running for SA presidency 
ELECTIONS, from Page 1 

"We'll make sure to blanket the 
campus with listserv messages, make 
sure that the senators alert all the 
colleges, and I guess we could con-
sider putting up fliers, especially be-
cause there are a lot of constitutional 
amendments that we want people to 
flat-out vote on," Grawert said. 

Only four of the 27 available posi-
tions in the General Elections will be 
contested. Those positionsare SApresi-
dent, Honor Council senior class rep-
resentative, Honor Council junior class 
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representative and Rice Student Vol-
unteer Program External Vice Chair. 

Grawert said he does not know 
why so few petitions were submitted. 

This year, not enough 
people wanted to put in 
the time, but I think 
we'll find people 

— Michael Leggett 
Student Association 

co-president 

"I heard people say that it wasn't 
advertised well enough, but I'm loath 
to believe that because I'm under 
the impression the elections com-
mittee, at least, did the best they 
could to make sure this was adver-
tised," Grawert said. "Maybe the 
senators didn't do as great a job as 
they possibly could've about telling 
their colleges about this." 

Ix-ggett said the number of people 
running for each office fluctuates from 
year to year. In 2002 there were two 
candidates for SA president. I^st year, 

eight candidates were on the ballot. 
"This year, not enough people 

wanted to put in the time, but I think 
we'll find people," Leggett said. 

Honor Council Chai r Keith 
Henneke said the Honor Council con-
stitution has provisions in case posi-
tions are not filled. Positions remain-
ing empty after the General Elections 
become at-large positions that can be 
filled in the Spring Elections. 

Henneke, a Jones College senior, 
said the lack of petitions submitted 
does not mean people feel negatively 
toward the council. He said people 
might be waiting for college elections 
because they feel intimidated by the 
General Elections or might not realize 
open positions exist. 

University Court Chair Brian 
Cohen, a Wiess sophomore, said the 
U. Court constitution does not specify 
what should be done in case positions 
are not filled in the General Elections. 

Grawert said he was disappointed 
by the lack of interest in running for 
the available positions. 

"For all I hear about students 
complaining about how they don't 
think the SA does a whole bunch of 
things, and for all that I know that it 
does do a bunch of things, I would 
expect to see students actually want-
ing to get involved to change that 
perception," Grawert said. 

T h e B a k e r Inst i tute for Public Policy is seeking 
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S T U D E N T A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Student Association met Monday. The following were discussed. 

• SA co-Presidents Bryan Debbink and Michael Leggett, both Wiess 
College seniors, will conclude their presentations of the State of the 
University Address at college government meetings. They will give 
the speech at Brown College Tuesday and Hanszen and Wiess 
Colleges Wednesday. 

• Baker College New Student Representative Russell Schafer an-
nounced he is working with the other NSRs to start the Class of 2007 
Council. Anyone interested in joining the organization should contact 
Schafer at rschafer@rice.edu. 

m The SA presidential debate will be Monday at 9 p.m. in Farnsworth 
Pavilion in the Student Center. The debate will feature presidential 
candidates Parisa Azamian, a Hanszen junior, Derrick Matthews, a 
Will Rice College junior, William McKee, a Lovett College junior, and 
Alan Pham, a Baker junior. 

• The senate approved Martel College junior Matt Hamilton to replace 
Jones College junior Evan Hunt as the SA director of publications. 
Hamilton will compile the Off-Campus Housing Guide, which has not 
been completed for this year. The director of publications also 
produces the Newcomer's Guide and Silver Saver Card, but Hunt 
completed these items before his resignation. Hamilton said he 
hopes to keep to the usual schedule and publish the Off-Campus 
Housing Guide before spring break. 

• SA Elections Chair Ames Grawert announced the Spring Election will be 
held March 10-14 to fill positions that are not filled during the General 
Elections. The following positions will be decided in the Spring Elections 
because petitions for them were not submitted in the General Elections: 
SA internal vice president, SA treasurer, Rice Student Volunteer 
Program treasurer, Honor Council sophomore representative (one 
position), University Court senior rep (two positions), U. Court junior rep 
(one position) and University Council undergraduate rep (one position). 
Honor Council at-large reps will also be elected in the Spring Elections. 
Petitions for the elections are available at the SA office in the Student 
Center and will be due Feb. 18. 

• Debbink announced that representatives of McKinsey & Company, a 
management consulting firm hired by the Board of Trustees to study 
Rice's Division I athletics program, have asked the SA to collect student 
opinion on athletics at Rice. The SA will form an ad hoc committee to 
create a brief survey that will appear at the end of the General Elections 
ballot. Hanszen senator Ian Everhart and Jones NSR Julia Tucker-Huth 
will be co-chairs of the committee. 

• SA Sports and Health Committee Chairs Manish Agrawal and Mandy 
Mularz gave a report on their committee's progress. Agrawal said he 
and Mularz have spoken with administrators regarding the lack of 
ambulance access to Intramural Field 7. There is an ambulance 
bridge to the field, but a light post in the center of the bridge prevents 
ambulances from using it. Mularz said she and Agrawal are recom-
mending the bridge be expanded. The committee is also working to 
gather student opinion on the Student Health and Wellness Center, 
which opened at the beginning of the semester. 

• The senate voted to place an amendment on the General Elections 
ballot that would require that the office of the president be held by 
a single person. (See Story, Page 1.) 

The nr>xt meeting will be Monday after the SA presidential debate in 
Farnsworth Pavilion. 

In the article "Off-campus students seek Super profits" in the Jan. 30 
issue, the quote regarding the university's tax exemption should have 
been attributed to Housing and Dining Director Mark Ditman. 

In the article "Archi-Arts pops back to DiverseWorks" in the Jan. 30 
issue, the past location of Archi-Arts was misstated. 

The article "No decision reached on co-president amendment" in the 
Jan. 30 issue, incorrectly stated that there was a procedural error when 
the Student Association considered a constitutional amendment on co-
presidents in 2001. 

The Thresher regrets the errors. 
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MOB performs with rapper Chingy 
BOWL, from Page 1 

Powell said some members of 
the MOB chose not to attend the 
event because it was held dur ing 
class Friday, but most were there. 

"Most people realized that this 
was probably the closest to the Su-
per Bowl that the M O B is going to 
get," he said. 

Powell said he thinks the M O B 
— unlike the bands of other area 
universities — was not invited to 
participate in the halftime show of 
the Super Bowl itself because of the 
MOB's style and size. 

"They wanted a big band, and in 
order to get the big band that they 
needed, they had to combine both 
[the University of Houston] and 
[Texas Southern University bands], 
which are both traditional marching 
bands," Powell said. "It 's easy to get 

traditional marching bands to work 
together to form a finished product, 
and they'll even look good together, 
because marching band uniforms 
are pretty similar. If you tried to put 
theTSU band and the M O B together, 
it would be oil and water." 

At least 100,000 people , includ-
ing many Rice students, congre-
gated in the streets of downtown 
Hous ton Fr iday and Saturday 
nights, according to an article in 
the Houston Chronicle. 

Wiess College freshman Jimmy 
Pearson said the crowd downtown 
reminded him of New Orleans dur-
ing Mardi Gras. 

"It was really packed," Pearson 
said. "It was actually a little crazier 
than I expected. I never thought I'd 
see that many people walking around 
downtown. I 'm not really that expe-

rienced with Houston, but the im-
pression that I get is that it's not 
really a place where people go to 
hang out in the streets." 

Baker College sophomore Matt 
Escarra said he witnessed the shoot-
ing outside the Crazyhorse Cantina 
in the 500 block of Main Street Sat-
urday night. 

"At around midnight, we heard 
two distinct pops from behind us — 
I would guess 15 or 20 feet away," 
he said. 

Escarra said he and his friends 
heard about the shooting as they 
were making their way back to the 
MetroRail station. 

"We were pretty darn scared," he 
said. "That was when I realized how 
blessed we were to get out of down-
town unharmed that night. The 
hedges of Rice never looked so good." 

No charges filed in drunk staffer case 
by Mark Berenson 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

No legal action has been taken 
against the staff member who was 
stopped for speeding on campus by 
Rice University Police officers early 
Jan. 19 and admitted to officers that 
he had been drinking. 

The staff member was released 
to his on-campus residence. 

Vice President for Student Affairs 
Zenaido Camacho, who oversees mas-
ters and resident associates — the 
only staff members who live on cam-

pus — said he could not comment on 
how the incident is being handled 
because it is a personnel matter. 

RUPI) Chief Bill Taylor said Of-
ficer Jesse Salazar observed the ve-
hicle enter Entrance 8 at a high rate 
of speed and stopped it in front of 
I^ovett Hall. Officers did not conduct 
a Breathalyzer test on the staff mem-
ber but determined he was intoxi-
cated based on his own admissions 
and his behavior, Taylor said. 

Taylor said Salazar chose not to 
ticket the individual. 

"The officer decided that he felt 

that the person was close enough to 
his residence that he could go 
home," Taylor said. "It was [the 
officer's] decision what to do with 
that. He felt it was better to handle it 
internally." 

Taylor said no ticket has been 
issued in the case, although a ticket 
could have been written after the 
fact. 

"We have not issued anything," 
Taylor said. "We have turned over 
what information we have to the 
powers that be. We don't have any 
more power." 

Rondelet to be at downtown office building 
WILLY, from Page 1 
sale during the week for $3. 

Khumawala, a Wiess College 
sophomore, and Wi l ly Week co-
Chai r Leanne Rakowi tz , a Sid 
Richardson College senior, said they 
asked RFC college representatives 
to gather opinion on the "One-Eyed 
Willy Week" theme and received no 
negative feedback. 

"We are very excited about the 

theme," Khumawala said. "We stress 
to everyone that it is not the gutter 
theme that they think it is. If they 
happen to put it in a dirty context, 
then they're just dirty little people." 

Martel College junior Kenisha 
Cole said she prefers the Rondelet 
theme to the Wil ly Week theme. 

"I 'm kind of tired of the pirate 
theme, because we do the pirates 
and cops and robbers over and over 

again," Cole said. " [The Rondelet 
theme] works." 

Will Rice College junior Virginia 
Dzu\-Church said she l ikes the Witty 
W e e k t heme . 

"I think it's k ind of funny," Dzul-
Church said. "I think it's a good 
idea, especially after Pirates of the 
Caribbean came out. ... I think that 
it's only appropriate to have 'One-
Eyed Wil ly Week."' 
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CIC hires new 
assistant director 

The Community Involvement 
Center started the spring semester 
with a new assistant director, Liath 
Sharon. 

Sharon's responsibilities will in-
clude coordinating the alternative 
spring break trips and working with 
student leaders. 

CALEB REDFIELD/THRESHER 

Liath Sharon 

"The job of assistant director has 
a high degree of student contact," 
Sharon said. "For the majority of the 
time I'll be interacting directly with 
students, and that's exciting." 

CIC Director Mac Griswold said 

he thinks Sharon is well suited for 
the position. 

"Liath interviewed really well, and 
we are very lucky to have found 
someone as qualified as her ," 
Griswold said. 

Griswold began the search for an 
assistant director in September. The 
search committee chose Sharon in 
December. 

Griswold said the search com-
mittee included a large number of 
students. 

"Usually, universities pre-select 
candidates before they consider stu-
dent opinion, but at Rice, students 
are involved every step of the way," 
Griswold said. "In this case that 
meant a lot more work for them." 

Sharon studied at Rutgers Uni-
versity and the London School of 
Economics, where she received a 
masters degree in economics and 
political science. She also worked 
with the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and coordinated 
relief after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
She began looking for work in the 
Houston area when her husband was 
transferred to Houston. 

Sharon said she looks forward to 
her new job. 

"I get to work with such great 
students," she said. "There are al-
ready a lot of programs in place, and 
I can't wait to start." 

—Jen ny Rees 

WESTBURY MEDICAL CLINIC 
3400 Bissonnet Suite 165 

Houston. Texas 77005 
713.662.3199 

Specializing in: school physicals, STD screens, well woman exams, well 
man exams, weight management, smoking cessation, skin/acne 
treatment and general medicine. All ages welcome. Most insurances 
accepted. 

Come Worship with Us! 
West University Baptist Church invites you to 

worship, the study of G o d ' s Word, and fel lowship. 

We have both contemporary and traditional Sunday worship 
serv ices, as well as a college-level Sunday school class thai is 

attended by many Rice University and Medical School students 
and taught by Dr. Jim Tour. Free breakfast is always served in 
the class, along with an opportunity to take the Lord's Supper 

each Sunday morning. 

We are located 2 miles directly west of campus. 6218 Auden 
between University and Rice. Free round-trip shuttle service is 

provided each Sunday morning leaving at 8:15 AM and 9:15 
AM on the loop in front of Rice's Allen Center. See 

www.wubc.org for more details, or call 713-668-2319. 

Contemporary Worship: 8:30 A M 
Sunday School: 9:45 A M 

Traditional Worship: 11:00 A M 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Envision and Janus 
grants due Thursday 

The deadline to apply for the Ja-
nus Award or for the second round 
of Envision Grants is Thursday. En-
vision Grants range from $200 to 
$2,500 and are given out three times 
per year by the Leadership Rice of-
fice. They can be used for projects 
that will serve Rice or the larger 
community. The Janus Award, also 
given out by Leadership Rice, is a 
$2,500 award used to explore a sci-
entific or environmental issue from 
multiple perspectives. 

Assistant Director of Leadership 
Rice Natalia Ksiezyk said Envision 
Grant applications are judged on the 
basis of service, creativity, leader-
ship and sustainability. 

"There are better ideas and worse 
ideas, so the ones that seemed to be 
better thought out, more likely to be 
implemented and kept going are go-
ing to get the grants," Ksiezyk said. 

Each of the three rounds of Envi-
sion Grants usually yields six to 
10 applications, Ksiezyk said. 

Past Envision Grants have been 
used to fund the Coffeehouse, the 
Rice University Dance Marathon and 
the Undergraduate Research Sym-
posium. Grants have also financed 
projects outside Rice, including a 
flight around the world and the 
Chamber Music Outreach Project, 
created to enhance music education 
for elementary school students in 
the Houston area. 

Three grants were awarded in this 
year's first round of applications. One 
will be used to build a playground-
inspired sculpture outside Brown Col-
lege in honor of Erin Peck, a Brown 
freshman studying architecture who 
was killed by a drunk driver in May 
2002. Another grant will be employed 
to create an art car promoting breast 
cancer awareness, while the last was 
used to help purchase a plastic baler 
to facilitate recycling on campus. 

The Janus Award is granted to 
students who wish to pursue an aca-
demic project related to an environ-
mental or scientific issue and who 
will explore the issue from multiple 
perspectives, Ksiezyk said. 

"This award is very much merit-
based, and each applicant will be 
judged on the quality and creativity 
of the application," she said. "Pas-
sion in addition to commitment is 
also highly important." 

Past winners of the Janus Award 
have examined various methods of 
energy production in the Tennessee 
Valley; the relationship between job 
security and job safety in South Af-
rica; and flood control in Clear Creek 
Watershed. 

Information about the Envision 
Grants and Janus Award can be found 
at http://www. rice.edu/leadership. 

— Holly Sliiao 

OwlCon XXIII begins 
today in Student Center 

Amateur barbarians, heroes and 
warlords will descend upon the Stu-
dent Center this weekend for OwlCon 
XXIII, Rice's annual science fiction 
and fantasy gaming convention. 

The event begins at 6 p.m. Friday 
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and runs through 8 p.m. Sunday. 
Those who wish to play games at the 
convention will have to pay a fee, but 
anyone can observe games and at-
tend most events free of charge. 
Normal Student Center operations 
will not be disrupted, OwlCon Pub-
licity Coordinator Tim Gilheart said. 

Gilheart, a graduate student in ap-
plied physics and astronomy, said 
OwlCon has become the premier gam-
ing convention in Houston and is ex-
pected to draw about 500 people this 
year. I.ast year, the event attracted 
gaming enthusiasts from as far away 
as Oklahoma and Arkansas, and an 
even wider range of participants is 
expected this weekend, Gilheart said. 

"Anybody and everybody is wel-
come to come by," he said. "The 
more the merrier." 

OwlCon Directors Angelo 
Benedetto, a research scientist, and 
Michael Casavant, achemistry postdoc 
research assistant, said the convention 
is geared towards beginners. 

"Someone who has never played 
a particular game and is just inter-
ested can come in, walk up to the 
table and expect that the person run-
ning the game will be able to walk 
them through it and help them have 
fun," Casavant said. 

This year's OwlCon will feature 
about 300 games, ranging from table-
top board games and miniatures 
battles to historical military simula-
tions, Gilheart said. The event will 
also include live-action role-playing 
( I j \ R P ) games, in which players as-
sume character roles and walk around 
the playing area interacting with each 
other to achieve objectives. 

"It's almost like amateur theater," 
Gilheart said. 

Organizers have arranged free 
sci-fi movies, a 24-hour anime room 
and a Saturday-night party at Willy's 
Pub for convention attendees. 

OwlCon has been an annual event 
since 1980 and is sponsored by Fast 
Warp, the Rice gaming club. The 
event — which costs about $3,(KK) to 
put on — is organized and run com-
pletely by volunteers. Any profits go 
toward the next year's convention or 
are donated to charity. After last year's 
OwlCon, Fast Warp donated about 
$700 to a homeless charity. 

Fast Warp Treasurer Bob 
Billingsley, a Hanszen College sopho-
more, will be one of the volunteers 
managing check-in this weekend. 

"I'll mainly be troubleshooting 
problems, helping make sure com-
petitions are going smoothly and 
parading around in a Viking helmet," 
Billingsley said. 

More information on OwlCon can 
be found online at http:// 
www.owlcon.com. 

— Aaron Heckelman 

Wellness assistant 
director begins work 

Elaine Heywood, a former pub-
lic health worker from England, 
started as the new assistant direc-
tor of wellness at the beginning of 
the semester. 

Health Education and Wellness 
Director Emily I )exter Page began the 
search for an assistant director in Octo-
ber. Following a two-month process 
that started with more than 50 appli-
cants, the search committee — which 

included Page, several staff members 
and students — picked Heywood. 

"She was actually far and above 
the other candidates," Page said. 
"There was no comparison. We in-
terviewed three candidates on cam-
pus, and she definitely stood out 
from the three. She was very ap-
proachable, and the students realiy 
enjoyed speaking with her." 

CALEB REDFIELD/THRESHER 

Elaine Heywood 

Chemistry graduate student Raj 
Wahi, a member of the search com-
mittee, said he was impressed by 
Heywood's energetic personality. 

"She's friendly, funny, approach-
able, energetic and easy to get along 
with," Wahi said. "We wanted a per-
son students would feel comfortable 
talking to, whether within or outside 
the context of health-related issues, 
and literally within a few minutes of 
meeting her we could tell she fit the 
description perfectly." 

Heywood earned a masters of sci-
ence at the University of Bristol in 
England and worked in public health 
for three years. When her partner 
was transferred from the United King 
dom to Houston, Heywood began 
looking for a job in Houston as well 
She said her experience in England 
will prove useful at Rice. 

"I think my background is going 
to be a huge help," Heywood said. 
"In the UK I guess we do some things 
worse and some things better. I've 
got a whole range of experience to 
bring to Rice, but I can also learn a 
lot from Rice." 

Heywood said she will need time 
to adjust to issues specific to the 
United States and to Rice. 

"I'm used to working with popula-
tions that are a lot larger than what 
there are at Rice here at the moment, 
and also the fact that Rice students are 
fairly high achievers causes additional 
issues to develop," Heywood said. 

Heywood's responsibilities will 
include overseeing some of the 
Wellness Center's new services — 
such as massage therapy, acupunc-
ture, a relaxation room and nutrition 
counseling—and helping raise aware-
ness about the Wellness Center. 

"We do offer a lot to students, and 
if they come on down, I think there are 
going to be some things which they 
did not expect to find," Heywood said. 
"There's a new room, which we have 
here, a sort of chill-out venue so stu-
dents can comedown and escape from 
whatever they need to escape from 
and have a totally neutral environ-
ment. I think if more students realize 
this is available, they'll come on down 
and make use of the facilities." 

— Terrv Kennair 

M a s t e r Y o u r F u t u r e 

U N I V E R S I T Y 

S T . ' T H O M A S 
H OUSTON 

MBA Master of Business Administration 

MIB Master of International Business 

MSA Master of Science in Accounting 

MSIS Master of Science in Information Systems 

Evening and Saturday Programs Available 

For more information attend an OPEN HOUSE on campus 

TUESDAY, M A R C H 2 , 2 0 0 4 • 6 - 7 P M 

For reservations and location contact the Cameron School of Business 

713-525-2100 . cameron@stthom.edu 
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http://www.wubc.org
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Homeland security panel encourages preparedness 

L 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 
Under Secretary of Homeland Securi ty Asa Hutchinson speaks at the Baker Inst i tute forum on Homeland Securi ty 
Tuesday morning. 

by Skye Schell 
THRESHER STAFF 

United States Under Secretary 
for Homeland Secur i ty Asa 
Hutchinson headlined a panel of 
five security experts Tuesday in a 
forum entitled "Homeland Secu-
rity from the Citizen's Perspective." 
The forum focused on audience 
questions, concerns and sugges-
tions regarding the broad topic of 
homeland security. 

Panel members discussed the 
importance of regional, inter-
agency and public-private sector 
partnerships; the Houston region's 
preparedness and level of citizen 
confidence; ways to measure secu-
rity success; actions citizens can 
take; and the balance of civil liber-
ties and security. 

The forum was fourth in a series 
of "town hall" meetings sponsored 
by the Council for Excellence in Gov-
ernment (CEG) in cities across the 
United States. The James A. Baker 
III Institute for Public Policy hosted 
the event, and Executive Director 
Edward Djerejian welcomed the 
crowd of approximately 200 people. 

CEG President Patricia McGinnis 
opened the forum and said the group 
chose Houston as a meeting site 
because of the diversity of its citi-
zens and its many clear security is-
sues, from petrochemical produc-
tion to the Texas Medical Center. 

Hutchinson gave the opening 
address, in which he discussed the 
status of the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS). 

"I believe we've made a substan-
tial difference," he said. 

Hutchinson said that progress 
has not come at the expense of citi-
zens' privacy. He said the DHS has a 
Chief Privacy Officer and the de-
partment is working to find a bal-

ance between security and civil 
rights concerns. 

Hutchinson also said immigra-
tion is one of the most pressing se-
curity concerns for the United States, 
due to the presence of 8 million un-
documented workers, afraid to call 
the police because of their illegal 
immigrant status. 

McGinnis then alternated be-
tween asking questions of the pan-
elists and the audience. First she 
asked the panelists to comment on 
the security surrounding the Su-
per Bowl. 

Judge Robert Echols, director 
of the Harris County Office of 
Emergency Management, said the 
"regional approach" was an impor-
tant aspect of Super Bowl security. 
Other panelists said cooperation 
between agencies and areas was 
both essential and uniquely devel-
oped in Houston. 

Judge Jay Kimbrough, the Texas 
homeland security director, said the 
"three R's" of security are "regional-
ism, regionalism, regionalism." 
Kimbrough said homeland security 
depends on many layers, starting 
with the projection of force abroad 
and ending at the neighborhood 
level. In the end, security depends 
on the citizen who sees suspicious 
activity and thinks, "That guy, that 
woman, that person doesn't belong 
here," Kimbrough said. He said citi-
zens who witness suspicious activ-
ity should call their local sheriff or 
police department. 

McGinnis asked panelist 
Herminia Palacio, executive direc-
tor for Harris County public health 
and environmental services, whether 
she thinks Houston is prepared for a 
bioterrorist attack. Palacio said she 
thinks Houston is prepared and said 
the situations public health officials 
would face in such an attack are very 

similar to ones they already encoun-
ter in accidents involving hazardous 
materials. 

When McGinnis asked audience 
members to name their biggest con-
cerns, Civil Air Patrol Captain Brian 
Callahan said he is concerned about 
the lack of preventative measures 
taken by the administration, since 
no Homeland Security officials have 
contacted the Patrol even though it 
has volunteers and resources ready. 

"There's always going 
to be crazy people out 
there, and people that 
are mad at us, whether 
we call them some 
name or not." 

— Judge Jay Kimbrough 
Texas homeland 
security director 

Stan Merriman, chair of the Pro-
gressive Populist Caucus of the 
Texas Democratic Party, spoke next. 

"I'm here today to ask a question 
of the administration," Merriman 
said. "Do you see a correlation be-
tween a bellicose and belligerent 
foreign policy and the very reason 
that we are sitting here today, study-
ing this?" 

Hutchinson said he does not see 
such a correlation and said current 
foreign policy provides important 
security for the United States. He 
said he thinks the $87 billion spent 
in Iraq is the best investment the 
United States could make. 

VISION 2004 is Feb. 19 - 22 and 
£ w e n e e p H H H H 

If interested, please come by the Admission Office 
(Lovett Hall, Door C) and sign up to host and volunteer! 

Ask for Sandra Brown. 

McGinnis asked the audience 
to say whether they felt safer than 
a year ago by a show of hands. 
Almost half said they did, and a 
majority of those remaining said 
they felt about the same level of 
safety, with a minority feeling less 
safe. McGinnis that said nation-
ally, the response has been a feel-
ing of greater safety. 

Hutchinson said the United 
States is "undoubtedly" safer and 
that the public has expressed its 
confidence by continuing to utilize 
air travel. He mentioned new secu-
rity measures, including hardened 
cockpit doors and screening of all 
baggage , as examples of 
quantifiably improved security. 

McGinnisasked Kimbrough to rate 
U.S. security on a scale of one to 10. 
Kimbrough said he did not want to 
use a number, but that he feels safer, 
and the nation has become much more 
secure, since Sept. 10, 2001. 

"There's always going to be crazy 
people out there, and people that are 
mad at us, whether we call them 
some name or not," Kimbrough said. 
"We're always going to have some 
threat. It's a Biblical thing — the 
world's full of mean and evil people. 
But the accomplishments of the last 
three years are terrific." 

Panelists also discussed how to 
measure success in the area of secu-
rity. Hutchinson said gauging 
progress is particularly important 
because the DHS now receives a 
$40 billion budget. 

'There are some things you can't 
measure," Hutchinson said. "Deter-
rence — how do you measure deter-
rence? ... How do you measure the 
prevention of a terrorist attack in 
our port and the economic conse-
quences that would result from that?" 

Hutchinson said measur ing 
progress can also be difficult be-
cause it involves estimating the po-
tential for terrorist attacks. 

"You can't point to the plane that 
didn't crash or the bomb that didn't 
go off," Hutchinson said. "But you 
can point to the safer country, the 
safer world we live in." 

Several panelists said communi-
cating with the public in a crisis 
would be difficult if there was a power 
outage. In response, KTRH news 
radio anchor JP Pritchard, a mem-
ber of the audience, asked the rest of 
the audience members to raise their 
hands if they had battery-powered 
radios in their homes or cars. All the 
audience members raised their 
hands. 

Pritchard said the government 
should forge closer connections with 
media personnel, so that in a state of 
crisis, relationships of trust would 
already exist. 

Another audience participant, 
Sonia Lopez of the 911 Network, 
described the new "Neighborhood 
Early Warning System," (NEWS). 
The system functions as a "reverse 
911," allowing public safety offi-
cials to make phone calls to the all 
lines in a specific region in case of 
emergency. 

Other topics discussed by the 
panel included cyber-security, inter-
agency coordination, and security 
issues specific to school districts. 

McGinnis and Hutchinson 
talked about the balance between 
civil liberties or privacy and secu-
rity, but McGinnis never asked the 
audience to comment on the issue. 
About 50 protesters marched out-
side a previous forum in the series, 
the San Diego "town hall" event. 
The protestors dressed in black and 
carried coffins labeled "democracy" 
("Ridge defends Patriot Act to S.D. 
forum," San Diego Union-Tribune, 
Jan. 16). There were no protesters 
at the Rice event. 

A media briefing followed the 
panel discussion. Asked what advice 
he had for college students regard-
ing homeland security, Echols said 
students should get trained in how to 
respond to crises so they can take the 
information into the community when 
they leave school. He recommended 
they join the local Community Emer-
gency Response Team or other 
groups in the CitizenCorps, which he 
directs. He said further information 
is available at http://www.hams 
countycitizen corps.com. 

A handful of undergraduate stu-
dents attended the event. 
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Planet Beach, America's largest and 

fastest growing tanning salon chain, is 

currently seeking sales associates. If 

you are a highly personable and 

motivated individual, contact us 

today! 

Please fox resumes to 

713-266-4177 
or e-mail at 

kristina.beaman@planetbeach.com 

JOB POSTING 
The Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Management 

Project Title: Evaluating the Performance of 

Acquisition Success 

Tasks: Need 2 undergraduate students to assist with 

additional data collection on the financial and 

accounting performance of acquisitions 

Duration of position: February through the end of the 

spring semester 

Number of hours: 10 - 15 per week (negotiable) 

Pay: as per experience (negotiable) 

If you are interested in the position please 
contact Carmen YVeigelt at 

ebw4(g)riee.edu 

http://www.hams
mailto:kristina.beaman@planetbeach.com
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the alcohol 
policy 

Relatively unchanged since its inception in 1986, 
the Rice alcohol policy has been refined to follow 

the law shown on Valhalla's wall (left) 

Stories and Layout by-

Jeff Bishop and Rachel Rustin 
PHOTOS BY KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

The alcohol policy is something 
people just hear about. Whether it 
be on a campus visit, dur ing 
Orientation Week or in the heaps of 
information received during the 
summer, phrases like 'Rice is the 
only wet campus in Texas,' 'The 
students determine the alcohol 
policy,' and 'It's a privilege, not a 
right' are nothing new to Rice 
students. 

But what isn't told is why it got 
started and how many times Rice 
has been described in Thresher 
editorials as becoming'dangerously 
close' to becoming a diy campus. 

Wee is unique in that its alcohol 
policy was created by the students, 
for the students, and is expected to 
be upheld by students. The alcohol 
policy has been applauded by ex-
perts and even deemed 'about right' 
by 81.1 percent of students in a 
2002 Wellness Survey on campus. 

The most surprising aspect of 
the alcohol policy is that it has 
remained relatively unchanged since 
its inception in 1986 — the overall 
concept has remained the same but 
the details refined — to keep a 
supportive and safe environment for 
alcohol at Rice. 

The Alcohol Policy is born 
In 198(5, the legal drinking age in 

Texas was raised to 21 from 19. The 
transition from a campus with a 
majority of legal students to one 
where the majority were minors 
meant that the university's approach 
to being a wet campus needed to be 
re-examined. 

"At that time, I think three-
quarters of the kids on campus could 
drink one day and not the next day. 
So it caused a major problem because 
they were drinking, but then they 
couldn't anymore. We wereinabind, 
because we needed some sort of 
policy," Gerry Jump, who was Ix>vett 
College master at the time, said. 

A 12-member committee, which 
included students, was formed and 
chaired by current Ecology' and 
Evolutionary Biology- Department 
Chair Ron Sass. 

"We tried to make a policy that we 
felt would be as fair to the students as 
possible, that 
we wouldn't be 

policing 
agency un-

1 e s s 

we had to be," Jump said. "They still 
wanted to keep the Willy's Pub on 
campus and we wanted to make sure 
that people weren't driven off-cam-
pus to drink, as that would be more 
dangerous, but we still tried." 

The Jan. 24, 1986 Thresher 
reported the details of the new 
alcohol policy. In general, the policy 
stated that all members of the 
university would obey the minimum 
drinking age. The colleges 
maintained the power to regulate 
their own parties, but any 
organization hosting an event had to 
give alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages equal prominence. For 
the first time that year, underage 
chuggers could not chug beer at 
Beer-Bike. 

'The current review is 

really trying re-

establish that students 

put it together and that 

it is student-owned.' 
— Bill Taylor 

Rice University Police 
Department chief 

Rice also developed a hands-off 
attitude toward alcohol during this 
time. 

"We can't condone a student 
breaking the law in the privacy of his 
room, but we will not police it," Sass 
told the Thresher in 1986. 

Beer-Bike was impacted by the 
new policy and laws in 1986, but 
O-Week didn't feel the full effects 
until 1989, when the first dry 
O-Week took place. All students were 
banned from consuming alcohol, 
regardless of age; a policy which 
still stands. 

In a strategy' similar to the Honor 
Council's requirement that students 
report the violations of fellow 
students, "undercover" student 
monitors were employed to ensure 

that violations did not occur 
throughout the year. 

The 1 9 9 0 s 
The 1990s featured a constant re-

examination and clarification of the 
policy. 

Beginning in September 1991, 
legal drinkers had to have their hand 
stamped or a wristband, when drink-
ing at public events. 

The fall of 1992 saw two changes 
to the alcohol policy implemented. 
The clause exempting students ' 
rooms and on-campus employee 
residences from the alcohol policy 
was removed in order to comply with 
new federal laws. However, student 
rooms still remained private, 
meaning RUPD could not enter 
private rooms with only a suspicion 
of illegal activity. 

The 1992 changes also clarified 
that a public party, whether it was 
publicly announced or merely 
public in spirit, must abide by the 
r e s t r i c t i ons placed on public 
parties. 

The Nov. 13, 1992 Thresher 
reported three col leges were 
cracking down on alcohol violations. 

Lovett College inst i tuted a 
policy that gave members of the 
college court the power to issue 
citations to underage drinkers at 
public parties, with the goal of 
encouraging hosts to keep parties 
behind closed doors. 

Wiess College instituted a policy 
of levying fines on the hosts of 
parties that spill outside and do not 
contain the gathering after being 
warned. 

Brown College's policy was 
similar to those of Wiess and I^ovett, 
aiming to cut down the number of 
large, unregistered parties. 

TheTexasAlcoholand Beverage 
Commission came to campus the 
following spring to investigate 
Willy's Pub and Valhalla. The TABC 
told the Rice University Police 
Department that they had received 
a complaint about activity at Willy's 
Pub. However TABC officers found 
that Willy's was closed and 
proceeded to Valhalla, where no 
violations were found. 

In the spring of 1995, ABPAC 
clarified and restricted the forms of 
identification needed in order to get 
alcohol at public on-campus events. 
The passing of alcohol between 
individuals — even individuals of 
legal drinking age — was prohibited 
at this time. Out-of-state visitors over 
the age of 21 needed to have a 
temporary validation sticker on their 
IDs to receive alcohol. 

In the fall of 1997. Brown College 
held a private party that, according 
to the definition of the alcohol policy, 
turned into a public party. The entire 
college was placed on indefinite 
probation and was thus prohibited 
from having public parties) and was 
fined $400 by the assistant dean of 
Judicial Affairs. 

In February 1999, the alcohol 
policy was threatened once again 
when RUPD took a stricter stance 
against alcohol, shutting down par-

ties and issuing numerous cita-
tions for small offenses. This shift 
helped prompt an overhaul of the 
alcohol policy, leading to its cur-
rent form. 

Recent tinkerings 
Changes to the policy in 1999 

included a rule requiring students 
holding private parties to register 
kegs with the chief justices of their 
colleges and another stating that all 
incoming f r e s h m e n would be 
t ra ined as ca reg ive r s dur ing 
O-Week. 

After this series of discussions, it 
was decided that the alcohol policy 
would be reviewed annually by 
ABPAC. 

An increase in alcohol-related 
EMS calls in the spring of 2003 led 
to a more intense look at alcohol 
policy enforcement by a group 
composed of chief justices and 
college presidents. Discussions did 
not focus on changing the policy 
but instead dealt with its 
enforcement. 

Rice University Police Depart-
ment Chief Bill Taylor said the 
policy itself has not changed, but 
that the students who wrote it, 
and the students who were on cam-
pus then, are no longer at Rice. 
Therefore, he said he feels stu-
dents have began to look at the 
policy as the university's policy 
rather than a policy that was writ-

'The students should 

take charge of their 

culture and develop 

some ethics that are 

more safety and more 

respect for others in the 

college in terms of 

behavior that is 

problematic 
— Lindley Doran 
Rice Counseling 
Center director 

ten by students. 
"The current review is really try-

ing reestablish that students put it 
together and that it is student-
owned," Taylor said. 

The Future 
One provision of the alcohol 

policy requi res that it be 
reevaluated every year. This means 
discussions about its status are 
never closed, allowing for a 
constantly changing policy that can 
adjust to a constantly changing 
campus and student population. 

Steve Cox, the current chair of 

ABPAC, said that the Chief Justices 
this year are taking better care of 
their own in order to keep the 
campus wet and tolerant. 

This year ABPAC is specifically 
looking at the private party system 
at Rice and how to better monitor 
them, with plans to focus on drinking 
outside of the college environment 
next year. 

Risk Manager Renee Block said 
ABPAC must always consider issues 
of liability. 

"I guess my primacy concern is 
to make sure that not only are we 
effectively applying policy, but that 
the policy works and that I guess 
students are not harmed in the 
process by overdrinking and wind 
up ill or worse, having to go to the 
hospital or something like that," 
Block said. 

Rice Counseling Center Lindley 
Doran said it is important for 
students to realize that they have 
the power to have an impact on the 
policy. 

"If there was a really restrictive 
policy, people would abuse and 
misuse alcohol and drugs," Doran 
said. "I think that it's important that 
any policy is consistent and that it is 
administered consistently... that t In-
consequences are clear and that 
they're enforced consistently and 
clearly for everyone who is in charge 
of that policy. The policy itself is 
worthless unless it is carried out 
consistently and carefully in the 
future. 

"The students should take charge 
of their culture and develop some 
ethics that are more safety and more 
respect for others in the college in 
te rms of behavior that is 
problematic." 

Just as the alcohol policy itself 
can change, the ways in which 
various offices on campus deal with 
information about alcohol are 
constantly shifting. 

Health Education and Wellness 
Director Emily Dexter Page said 
the manner in which alcohol is pre-
sented during O-Week may be 
changing. 

"In the past we provided alcohol 
information management ... we 
decided to relook it. It's not as 
effective as we would like it to be. It's 
important, but it's hard to get across 
during O-Week as the students are 
saturated," Page said. 

Sent iments that the policy 
remains applicable, well-enforced 
and driven by students are wide 
spread. 

"Rice students are smart. They 
are responsible and that's how they 
got here," Former Willy's Pub 
Manager Katie Beth Higgins 
(Wiess '03) said. "I think the alcohol 
policy fits the lifestyle of the stu-
dents very well. 

"I think that we can continue to 
handle ourselves, it's just a question 
of respecting our alcohol policy. 
People really take it for granted. It's 
definitely a privilege." 
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The alcohol policy doesn't just 
allow alcohol a presence in student 
residences — it allows Rice to have 
two pubs on campus. While some-
times a sticky spot on tours to pro-
spective student 's parents, both 
Willy's Pub and Valhalla are well 
integrated into undergraduate and 
graduate student life. 

The beginning 
In the mid-'70s, several Rice stu-

dents were involved in drunk-driv-
ing incidents. Rather than allow this 
t rend to cont inue, the s tudent 
senate proposed and the adminis-
tration accepted the proposal for a 
creation of an on-campus pub to get 
students off the road. Thus, in 1975, 
'Willy's Pub,' named after the Rice 
founder William Marsh Rice, was 
created in the basement of the Rice 
Memorial Cente r . Then-Rice 
Pres iden t Norman Hackerman 
poured the first pitcher of beer to a 
crowd of 1.700. 

Baker College senior Ryann 
Ferguson, one of the assistant man-
agers of Willy's Pub, said she works 
at the pub because she feels it is a 
vital part of campus. 

"I think the structure is a healthy 
structure," she said. "Picture you're 
a parent. Who would you rather have 
serving your child? A peer that knows 
their limits, or some random bar-
tender downtown who is there to 
make money? We're students, so we 
have a vested interest in our peers." 

Ferguson said the pub takes 
safety and regulations into concern, 
getting insight from both the Texas 
Alcohol and Beverage Commission 
and the Rice University Police De-
partment. 

"We have had TABC come and 
speak to our bartenders at our orien-
tations," Ferguson said. "Our rela-
tionship with RUPD is great. 1 think 
that we have a great communication 
and a great working relationship. 
They know that we're going to do 
our job and we do our job well." 

Paul Sutera, associate director 
of the Student Center, served as an 
adviser to the student management 
of both Willy's Pub and Valhalla. 

KATIE STREIT/THRESHER 

He said that his role is to counsel 
the students who run the pub on 
issues such as dealing with ven-
dors and providing an institutional 
memory. 

Sutera also has served a very for-
mal role in the process acting as vice 
president and treasurer on the board 
of V&W Permits Inc., the corpora-
tion that holds the beer and wine 
license for both Willy's Pub and 
Valhalla. Sutera said the board, 
which meets monthly, was formed 
when TABC instituted a rule forbid-
ding a single person to hold such 
licenses. In this capacity, Sutera 
deals with financial and governmen-
tal aspects of running a pub: state 
taxes, income tax, paying rent to the 
university for the space used and 
other such financial obligations. 

The pubs are run as nonprofit 
ventures; their goal is to break even 
and then reinvest any profits into 
improvements at the facilities. How-
ever, breaking even has not always 
been as easy as it might sound. 

'We're students, so we 
have a vested interest in 
our peers.' 

— Rvann Ferguson 
Willy's Pub assistant manager 

By 1994, Willy's Pub was in se-
vere debt after the years of paying 
rent to the university. In April, Gillis 
waived the distributive charges and 
reduce the charges for the next year 
in order to keep the pub from clos-
ing down, lowering the rent from 
$13,221 to $4,080. 

The fire 
A week before its 20th birthday 

in April of 1995, Willy's Pub was 
severely damaged in an arson inci-
dent commit ted by Alberto 
Youngblood, a Will Rice College 
sophomore. Everything was de-
stroyed except the pub's sign which 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Above Left: Along with the beer taps, 
the original Willy's Pub sign is all 
that remains from the first pub. The 
sign is still proudly displayed on the 
stairwell leading down to the pub. 
Above: Students enjoy the 
atmosphere of Willy's Pub at 
International Beer Night of Willy 
Week 2001. 

still graces its stairwell. 
"I hope that all of you understand 

that within 18 hours of the tragedy 
we had down here, we decided to 
rebuild so that this would be a gath-
ering place for all of our students," 
President Malcolm Gillis told the 
Thresher in a 1995 interview. 

Just five months later, the pub 
was reopened with a new look after 
a $2 million facelift. This time, Gillis 
poured the first pitcher to the 800 
students that turned out for the re-
opening. 

Youngblood, however, was not 
in attendance. That June, a federal 
jury found Youngblood guilty of ar-
son and sentenced him to 78 months 
of imprisonment in a federal peni-
tentiary. He was released in Novem-
ber 2<X)2. 

Now 
Though the price of a pitcher has 

increased from itsl975priceof$1.75 
up to today's $6.00, the pub serves as 
it always has, a centralized location 
for Rice students to socialize and 
drink, to have club meetings, col-
lege pub nights, and the ever-popu-
lar Thursday night pub nights. 

Still, the Pub stresses that all are 
welcome. 

"Just because you aren't drinking 
doesn't mean you can't socialize with 
your friends," Ryann Ferguson said. 

THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Firemen clean up the burnt-out remains of Willy's Pub after an April 1995 
arson incident. The pub was back up and running by the start of the 
1995-'96 academic year. 

BY THE NUMBERS: PUB NIGHTS 
Under the current policy at Willy's Pub's, five kegs must be 
purchased whenever the pub is rented. Assuming that each keg 
provides 150 12-oz. cups of beer for Sid Richardson pub night, 
each Sidizen over the age 21(61), both masters and all three 
resident associates as must consume 11.36 beers. 

YOU WANT TO THROW A PUBLIC PARTY WITH ALCOHOL? WHAT DO YOU DO? 
Any social knows the confusion associated with getting a public party approved. Just what exactly do they have to do? Use this handy guide before you try to get your next public party 

registered. 

Pick up registration form from 
Student Activities. 

Find two alcohol-server trained 
hosts. 

1 

Fill out 'Alcoholic Beverage Policy 
Form.' 

t f» 
Have RUPD sign form for parties 
of 200 or more. 

M D 
Send an e-mail to EMS with 
caregiver information. 

tfh 
Have College Master sign form. 

j)uQ, 
Have Student Activities sign form. 

f i t 
Have Judicial Programs sign form. 

th 
Have party. Drink. Turn in list of bartenders to 

Student Activities. 
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Parisa Azamian Derrick Matthews William McKee Alan Pham 

DECISION 2004 
SA Presidential Debate 

9 p.m. Monday — Farnsworth Pavilion 
Three ways to see the debate: 
• Come to Farnsworth Pavilion to 
see the debate in person. 
• Watch it live on campus on RBT, 
Channel 5. 
• Watch it off-campus via RBT's 
live webcast (<http:llrbt.rice.edu). 

Remember to read the blurbs for all 
the candidates in the General 
Elections in next Friday's Thresher. 
And vote early, but not often. 

5 

Guaranteed 
to be 
more 
interesting 
than 
listening 
to these 
guys 
debate. 
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THE 

THRESHER'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR EVENTS AROUND 

HOUSTON THROUGH 

FEB. 13, 2004. 

p i c k s 
t o m o r r o w 

SHAKE IT LIKE A 
POP STAR 

Ever wanted to dress up 

like your favorite pop 

star? You have your 

chance this weekend at 

Archi-Arts. Not only is this 

a chance to dance, but 

also to check out 

DiverseWorks, one of 

Houston's premiere 

art spaces. 

Tomorrow from 10 p.m. 

to 2 a.m. at 

DiverseWorks, 117 East 

Freeway 1-10 at North 

Main Street. $15 at the 

door. Please visit http:// 

archiarts.rice.edu for 

more information. 

t o n i g h t a n d 
t o m o r r o w 

TOOT YOUR OWN HORN 

GRAB YOUR 
BOOTS AND 

SPURS 

Mel Brooks' politically 

incorrect comedy Blazing 

Saddles is the midnight 

movie at the River Oaks. 

Gene Wilder stars in this 

laugh-riot. 

Tonight and tomorrow at 

midnight at The River 

Oaks, 2009 West Gray 

St. Please call (713) 866-

8 8 8 1 for more 

information. 

t h i s w e e k e n d 

I'M READY FOR 
M\ CLOSE UP 

Ever wonder what would 

happen if anime and film 

noir met? To find out see 

Millennium Actress, a 

Japanese film that claims 

to be Sunset Blvd. 

meets Akira. 

Tonight, tomorrow and 

Sunday at 8 p.m. at the 

Rice Media Center. $6 

general admission, $5 with 

student ID. Please call 

(713) 348-4835 for more 

information. 

'The Magic Flute' one of Houston Grand Opera's best 
Mitali Banerjee 
FOR THE THRESHER 

The curtains open and the lights 
create the effect of an illuminating 
moon. Through a jungle, three 
young boys in powdered wigs stand 
beside a pavilion in which Mozart 
sits with a feather pen, composing 
the brilliant music which fdls the 
Wortham Center. 

'the magic flute1 

Houston Grand Opera 
Rating: * -kick* (out of five) 

Wortham Center, thru Feb. 15, 
evenings at 7:30, matir.oes at 

2:00 p.m. Tickets starting at $14. 

A superb orchestra under the con-
duction of Claus Peter Flor plays 
Mozart's final opera, The Magic 
Flute, with elegance and lyricism. 

Imaginative costumes and sets 
resultfrom the brilliance of Maurice 
Sendak, the acclaimed children's au-
thor and illustrator of Where the Wild 
Things Are, who designed the Hous-
ton Grand Opera's first production 
of the show in 1980. Since then. The 
Magic Flute remains one of the most 
popular operas in HGO's repertoire. 

The audience may expect a story 
revolving around universal themes 
such as princes rescuing damsels in 
distress, good triumphing over evil 
and love conquering all. Though filled 
with conventional themes, the seem-
ingly simplistic story of a man, Tamino 
(tenor Chad Shelton), on a quest to 
rescue a kidnapped princess, Pamina 
(soprano Alexandra Coku), appears 
to have richer meaning. 

There are numerous symbols and 
illusions to Freemansonry, the se-

THE WAY OF THE GUN 

cret society to which both Mozart 
and his l ibret t is t Emanuel 
Schikaneder belonged. This is the 
same society detailed in Dan 
Brown's The DaVinci Code. Like 
cryptographer Sophie Neveu from 
The DaVinci Code, Tamino and 
Pamina find themselves in a fright-
ening world in which good and evil 
cannot be easily distinguished. 

The performances propel this pro-
duction to great heights. As the evil 
Sarastro, Paulina's kidnapper, Ice-
landic bass Kristinn Sigmundsson is 
magnificent. Tamino's traveling com-
panion, Papageno the Queen's bird-
catcher, is energetically embodied 
by baritone Daniel Belcher, who 
sports an elaborate mascot cuckoo 
on his head. 

As the story progresses, Belcher 
adds comic relief with his cowardice 
and indifference to a quest for knowl-
edge, craving only wine, food and 
feminine company. 

A S U P E R B 

orchestra under 
the conduction of 
Claus Peter Flor 
plays Mozart's 
final opera, The 
Magic Flute, with 
elegance and 
lyricism. 

The play's production values are 
also of high quality, as a breathtak-
ing scene involving the three young 
boys from the play's opening scene 
illustrates. The scenery consists of 

COURTESY HOUSTON GRAND OPERA 

The evil Sarastro (Kristinn Sigmundsson, top) decrees that Tamino (Chad 
Shelton) and Pamina (Alexandra Coku) cannot stay together. 

29 drops which can be quickly 
changed to create the effect of turn-
ing pages in a storybook. 

In one scene, a hot air balloon 
manned by the three young boys 
glides past scenes of ruined Egypt 
where Papageno finds Pamina, try-
ing to escape from Sarastro's chief 
slave Monost ra tos (tenor Jon 

Kolbet) who demands Pamina's love. 
The three boys (Austin Thomas, 

Joan Stewart Scheirman and Glenn 
Paulk) in the hot air balloon descend 
to guide the escaped duo to their des-
tination. This trio of young Housto-
nian singers is a group of exquisite 
voices. The group seems like a single 

See BALLOON, Page 13 

Exhibit sets its site on the art of the historical gun 
Carlv Kocurek 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

Three Centuries of Tradition: The 
Renaissance of Custom Gunmaking 
in America is to a gun show as 
Sotheby's auction is to a Ilea market. 
The exhibit, currently on display at 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 
focuses on the artistry of custom-
made weapons and celebrates not 
just the products themselves, but 
also the extreme skill of the artisans 
who manufacture them. 

I I P 'Three Centuries of 
Tradition' 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Rating: * # * 1 / 2 (out of five) 

Through April 25 

Before even entering the exhibit, 
visitors can view the 1969 documen-
tary. The Gunsmith of Williamsburg 
1770, which shows gunsmiths from 
Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia fab-
ricating a reproduction 1770 Ameri-
can-style gun. 

Thirty-five years after its produc-
tion, the video may seem a little 
campy, but the film still accurately 
shows the level of labor required to 
create a custom firearm. When it was 
released, the film helped contribute 

to a boom in 
gunmaking, which 
had been initiated 
by the 1950s love of 
all things Wild 
West. 

The MFAH ex-
hibit is the first of 
its kind. The guns 
are displayed not as 
historical artifacts 
(which many of 
them are), but in-
stead as works of 

This French pistol, made from walnut, 

art. This exhibit is no different from 
one featuring elaborate ball gowns 
or high-design furniture. 

The guns are 
displayed not as 
historical artifacts 
but instead as 
works of ART. 

The curators have done substan-
tial work to remove the exhibit from 
the idea of gun owning as the hobby 
and habit of fanatics and rednecks. 
In fact, the display even removes the 

COURTESY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, HOUSTON 

steel, silver gilt, gold and ivory, was designed by Nicholas Noel Boutet. 

guns from ideas of the Davy Crockett 
frontier that inspired so many of the 
gunmakers. Whether conscious or 
not, this seems to be intended to 
move the guns (and the exhibit) 
away from the hunting and fishing 
crowd, and towards the wine-and-
cheese crowd. 

Paintings scattered through the 
exhibit show genteel men (and la-
dies) in hunting settings. No image 
drives home the class position of 
hunting as clearly as "The Countess 
of Effingham with Gun and Shoot-
ing Dogs," a 1787 work by George 
Haugh which features a rather el-
egant looking woman posed in an 
outdoor hunting scene. The guns on 
display in the picture were obviously 

not intended for the folks swarming 
to the Bass Pro Shop. 

The exhibit is a 
little ECCENTRIC, 

but interesting. 

Although the exhibit includes 
paintings focused on the hunt, souve-
nir powderhorns from the American 
Revolution and the French and Indian 
War, and other ephemera, the guns 
themselves were the focus of the 
exhibit. 

The guns included which date 
See FIREARM. Page 13 
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Key to the album's success is 
Bartell's voice, which can best be 
described as seductive mumbling in 
the best sense of the term — soft, 
quiet and beautiful. 
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S h a n e B a r t e l l 

TOO SOON TO SAY 

Lillywhite Records 

Rating: * * * * 

(out of five) 

Contemporary pop has become 
all about the s ens i t i ve male 
s inger /songwri ter . Think of the 
across-the-board success of John 
Mayer and the burgeoning talent of 
Pete Yorn. Hopefully adding his name 
to these bestsellers will be Shane 
Bartell, whose album Too Soon to Say 
is a thoughtful and soulful explora-
tion of relationships come and gone. 

Bartell [is] a 
straight-man's 
Rufus Wainwright. 

The album's opening song "An-
other New Year" is a sorrowful look 
at nostalgia and regret. It asks how 
one looks forward when looking 
back is so hard. This loneliness is 
found in great lyrics such as "Al-
ready lonely, time waits and all 1 can 
think, is, will she know me?" 

While he will surely be compared 
to Mayer and Yorn, Bartell most 
closely resembles a straight-man's 
Rufus Wainwright. Though their 
voices and approaches vary greatly, 
their subject matter — longing, re-
gret and lost love — is certainly 
comparable. 

With the subtle twang of a slide 
guitar detectable in the background of 
several tracks, Bartell's soft-rock is not 
without a dash of country. Playing both 
acoustic and electric guitar, and infusr 
ing piano in multiple songs, Bartell's 
overall sound is melancholy and 
bittersweet — very appealing to those 
looking for soulful recollection. 

—Jon Schumann 

T h e Like Y o u n g 

ART CONTEST 

Parasol Records 

Rating: 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Joe and Amanda Ziemba, the iiber-
cool pair that comprise The Like 
Young, infuse their new album Art 
Contest with a fun, punky, light-rock 
sound that begs to be listened to. Their 
style has a bit of post-punk, a dash of 
'80s pop. and originality all its own. 

N e l l y F u r t a d o 

FOLKLORE 

SKG LLC. 

Rating: * * 1 / 2 

(out of five) 

Nelly Furtado's new album Folk-
lore could also be titled Lilith Fair: 
The Next Generation. With her merg-
ing folk and pop style, Furtado more 
closely resembles Sarah Mcl.achlan 
or Paula Cole than her pop-princess 
contemporaries. 

n* uu a** > 

COURTESY LILLYWHITE RECORDS 

COURTESY PARASOL RECORDS 

However, weakness lies in their 
subject matter, which can cover such 
high school fare as flaky friends. Still 
their catchy vocals and instrumentals 
are a saving grace, as are their occa-
sionally insightful lyrics. In "Snobs 
and Slobs" when talking of the well-
to-do, Joe proclaims, "You two get so 
s m u g it m a k e s m e think I'm 
less / You grease your pocketbooks 
and win our art contest." 

The album's highlight comes in 
the form of "Looked Up," an ode to 
making oneself over for an unattain-
able crush. As Joe laments, "I am 
taking all my clothes off, I'm cutting 
all my hair so you can see my 
scalp / Now waiting for you to reas-
sure my ever sentiment / Is it all me 
or is it other people too?" 

Running just 24 minutes, this al-
bum is the perfect top-down, breezy 
listen for those with a bit of an alter-
native taste. 

—Jon Schumann 

COURTESY SKG LLC. 

Unfortunately, Furtado's ulti-
mately uneven album lacks the con-
sistent pleasure that made the Lilith 
Fair set so appealing. Though there 
are some real g e m s here, the over-
all effort is plagued by flaws. 

Furtado's ultimate message with 
this album s e e m s to be about the 
dark side of fame — the disillusion-
ment, distortion and damage that 
being a celebrity brings. This is 
most evident with the overly sim-
plistic "Build You Up," which states 
that the media builds artists up just 
to tear them down. For a better 
variation of this theme, check out 
Aiinee Mann's "Nothing Is Good 
Enough" off her Bachelor No. 2 al-
bum. Furtado lacks Mann's savvy 
wordplay and ability to effortlessly 
write lyrics which weave a theme. 

With lines as easy to compre-
hend as "Baby, they build you 
up/Only to tear you down/Don't give 
up/Baby don't believe it, baby don't 
believe it," Furtado's few bursts of 
originality come as a joy. In one of 
the album's strongest entries, "'Hie 
Grass Is Green," Furtado exclaims, 
"Oh yeah, the grass is green / but I 
think I stained my jeans and every-
body knows that I been in it." Though 
these moments of creativity are few, 
they partially m a k e up for the 
album's many shortcomings. 

Overall, the failure of Folklore is 
due to Furtado's trite subject mat-
ter. To speak of the perils of fame is 
b e c o m i n g a l m o s t standard for 
today's musicians. If one is going to 
tread such storied ground, a fresh 
perspective is a must. 

—Jon Schumann 

BEST MUSICAL 1 9 9 6 TONY AWARD* 
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EVERYONE'S .4 CRITIC 

Memo to the Academy: 
Good job on nominations 

Jonathan 
Schumann 

Each year when the Academy 
Award n o m i n a t i o n s are an-
nounced, c r i t i cs immedia te ly 
squabble about Oscar 
voters' choices. Let's 
face it, with only five 
slots in each category, 
i t 's nearly impossible 
to m a k e eve ryone 
happy. Critics often cite 
Oscar voters' tendency 
to reward overly senti-
mental and emotional 
fi lms in place of cutt ing 
edge cinema. This year, 
however critics agreed 
that voters did a good 
job. Here is a look at 
th isyear 'smajor t rends, surprises 
and snubs. 

1. The end of Miramax d o m i n i o n 
Since 1 9 9 2 ' s The Crying 

Game, Miramax Films has had at 
least one fi lm in contention for 
Best Picture (even the much-ma-
ligned Chocolat made the cut in 
2000). But th isyear . to everyone's 
surprise, the s tud io 's 11-year 
streak was cut short as their fa-
vorite — the perhaps more highly 
publicized than highly praised Cold 
Mountain — failed to make the 
cut. Though it received a total of 
seven nomina t i ons , inc luding 
nods to Jude Law for Best Actor 
and Renee Zellweger for Best 
Supporting Actress, the film did 
not receive ment ions in Best Pic-
ture, Director, Adapted Screen-
play or even Best Actress (for 
Nicole Kidman). 

So. with Miramax's reign com-
ing to a close, is there another 
movie house waiting to take its 
place? Well, the youngster inde-
pendent distributor Focus Features 
is waiting in the wings. Last year. 
Focus had The Pianist, which won 
awards for Best Actor. Director 
and Adapted Screenplay and was 
also nominated for Best Picture. 
They also had multiple nomina-
tions for Far From Heaven includ-
ing Julianne Moore for Best Ac-
tress. This year, the company has 
Lost in Translation in the Best 
Picture category and 21 Grams 
with Best Actress and Supporting 
Actor nominations. 

But, don' t be so sure that 
Miramax has lost all of their influ-
ence over voters (or that this year 
is nothing more than a fluke) — the 
company garnered surprise nomi-
nations for City of God, The Barbar-
ian Invasions and Dirty Pretty Things 
in the Screenplay categories. 

2. Indie Actors Abound 
This year. 13 of the 20 nomi-

nated actors and actresses came 
from independently financed films. 
Several of those, including Alec 
Baldwin in The Cooler and Charlize 
Theron in Monstercame from films 
independently distributed as well. 
So what does this mean? Some 
of independent f i lms' bes t—most 
notab ly the Best Suppor t ing 
Actress nominee Patricia Clarkson 
from Pieces of April — received 
their first nominations after strings 
of great performances in indie 
fi lms. So, how does this kind of 
shift — from studio to indie domi-

nance —occur? As the Academy's 
voting body gets younger and 
younger, they tend to gravitate 

toward more edgy fare 

1 (a la Hilary Swank in 
Boys Don't Cry). In the 
last five years, more and 
more indie actors have 
been recognized such 
as Catherine Keener, 
Chloe Sevigny, John C. 
Reilly and Adrien Brody. 

A lso t h i s year 
marked one of the first 
t imes that Best Picture 
c a n d i d a t e s d id not 
provide the majority of 
acting nominations (in 

contrast to last year when Chicago 
netted four nods and The Hours 
received three). In fact, the only 
Best Picture nominee to have mul-
tiple acting nominations this year 
is Mystic River, with Sean Penn 
(Best Actor), Tim Robbins (Best 
Supporting Actor) and Marcia Gay 
Harden (Best Supporting Actress). 
Three of this year's nominated 
fi lms — Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King, Master and 
Commander: The Far Side of the 
World and Seabiscuit — failed to 
net a single acting nomination. 
Historically, it has been very diffi-
cult for a film lacking acting men-
tions to win Best Picture — the 
last t ime this happened was in 
1987 with The Last Emperor. 

3. Surprises and snubs 
Watching the nominations an-

nouncement on the morning of 
Jan. 27 was certainly entertain-
ing. The first surprise occurred in 
the Supporting Actress race when 
House of Sand and Fog's Shohreh 
Aghdashloo received mention over 
Lost in Translation's Scar let t 
Johansson. Many thought Johan-
sson could over take favor i te 
Zellweger in the category, but it 
now looks like the Cold Mountain 
actress is a safe bet. 

Supporting Actor provided one 
surprise with the nomination of In 
America's Djimon Hounsou, who 
previously received Oscar buzz in 
1997 for Amistad, but no nomina-
tion. While Best Actor went as 
predicted, the Best Actress race 
served up several shockers. Whale 
Rider's Keisha Castle Hughes be-
came the youngest ever nominated 
in this category at only 13. She 
fooled odds-makers and made it 
in the category, as did In America's 
Samantha Morton. 

Left out were Cold Mountain's 
Nicole Kidman, Kill Bill: Vol. l's 
Lima Thurman and Thirteen's Evan 
Rachel Wood. The last big shock 
came in the Best Director cat-
egory, with City of God's Fernando 
Meirelles making the cut. This 
Brazilian film received high marks 
from critics, but nobody expected 
it to be a major awards player. 

Oscar night arrives early this 
year on Feb. 29 as opposed to the 
normal March date, so if you 
haven't seen any of these nomi-
nated films, get to it. 

Jonathan Schumann is a Baker 
College sophomore and Arts and 
Entertainment Editor. 

Join the elitists. 
t h r e s h e r - a r t s @ r i c e . e d 
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Gentrifying guns as 
art attheMFAH 
FIREARM, from Page 11 

One novel item is the "British 
Style (1900-1930) Miniature Bolt-
Action Rifle, one-half size, 
98 Mauser with Accessories." 
The miniature may lack the 
useful functionality of full-size 
weapons, but it still took four 
men to complete the gun. 

This seems to be 
intended to 
move the guns 
... away from the 
hunting and 
fishing crowd, 
and towards the 
WINE-AND-CHEESE 
crowd. 

Historically-interesting pieces 
include a gun given to Ulysses S. 
Grant by the citizens of Provi-
dence, R.I. in 1867 before he was 
elected to the presidency. At the 

time that it was made, the gun 
cost the substantial sum of $800. 

The true showpiece of the 
exhibit is a five-gun set commis-
sioned by Napoleon Bonaparte 
and perhaps intended for King 
Charles IV. Elaborately inlaid 
and carved, the set includes a 
cased garniture rifle, a pair of 
holster pistols and a pair of 
pocket pistols. 

The collection is unique 
amongst the display items, not 
just for its grandeur, but also for 
its ornamentation; the set is in 
the Empire style that replaced 
Rococo. 

The exhibit is a little eccentric, 
but interesting, and the variety of 
firearms on display is substantial. 
Though I would have liked to see 
more about the influence of the 
Davy Crockett/Jim Bowie/Daniel 
Boone imagery of the 1950s, the 
exhibit is forging into a strange 
place as far as artifacts of social 
class are concerned. 

And, while I might not 
necessarily recommend Three 
Centuries of Tradition to the typi-
cal artsy type, I would highly sug-
gest it to anyone who does wood 
or metalwork or loves firearms. 

'Flute' enchants 
audiences 
BALLOON, from Page 11 
voice cajiable of simultaneously creat-
ing three melodies, delicate and 
otherworldly. 

Belcher adds 
comic relief with 
h i s COWARDICE 
and indifference. 

The scene transitions are flawless 
throughout the show, most notably 
when the lamenting lovers, Tamino 
and Pamina, are reunited. To illus-
trate their ability to overcome fire 
and water, brilliant fabric drops cut 
to resemble the sun's vibrant rays 
replace those that shimmer like fro-
zen icicles. 

One of the strongest vocalizations 
occurs when Papageno unites with 
the three young boys to sing the 
opera's famous duet, "Bei Mannern, 
welche Liebe fuhlen," emphasizing 
that love is attainable to everyone, 
not just nobility. 

This production of The Magic 
Flute, directed by Frank Corsaro, 
surpasses all the Houston Grand 
Opera's previous shows. Its whim-
sical nature makes three hours pass 
without notice. All of the charac-
ters, quirky and memorable in 
splendid costumes, are performed 
with exuberance deserving ovation. 

JOHN E. PARISH FELLOWSHIP 
for Summer Travel 

Wiess College announces competition for the 2004 John E. Parish Fellowship. 
The winner of the Parish Fellowship will receive support of approximately 2 
months travel during the Summer of 2004, as well as a partial tuition grant 
for the 2004-2005 academic year. The purpose of the fellowship is to 
enhance the undergraduate education of the Fellow by broadening the range 
of experience via travel. All full-time returning undergraduates at Rice are 
eligible. For further information, call the Wiess College coordinator (713-348-
5743), or see the web page at www.ruf.rice.edu/~parish. Deadline for 
application is Thursday, February 26, 2004. 

The Baha'i Faith 
Uniting your world ... one heart at a time 
Infomational meetings, Devotionals and 

Study circles near campus 
Call 1 -800-22-UNITE or visit www.bahai.org 

For annual checkups, birth control, emergency 
contraception, pregnancy testing, Rapid HIV tests and 
testing & treatment for sexually transmitted infections. 

1.800.230.PLAN www.pphous ton .o rg 

Planned Parenthood" 
of Houston and Southeast Texas, Inc. 
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Do you prefer: 
a) David Bowie 
b) Iggy Pop 
c) Mick Jagger 

The ultimate dance song is: 
a) "Louie, Louie," by the Kingsmen 
b) "Believe," by Cher 
c) "Smells Like Teen Spirit," by Nirvana 

Rockingest movie: 
a) Hedwig and the Angry Inch 
b) JailhouseJRock 
c) VelvetJjroldmine 

Select one: 
a) the Beatles 
b) the Rolling Stones 
c) Bikini Kill 

The best punk rockers were: 
a) The Sex Pistols 
b)X-RaySpex 
c) Richard Hell and the Voidoids 

The root of all evil is: 
a) Clearchannel Communications 
b) Ozzy Osbourne 
c) MTV 

We have all the answers. 
thresher-arts@rice.edu 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~parish
http://www.bahai.org
http://www.pphouston.org
mailto:thresher-arts@rice.edu
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Dylan 
Hedrick 

THRESHER SPORTS/commentary 

Even Jungle Gyms 
need ground rules 

With both the men's and women's basketball 
teams tied for first place in the Western Athletic 
Conference, I am amazed by the student support that 
has emerged this year to cheer on the Owls to victory. 

Members of the Rowdy Owls 
and the WilZONE are doing a 
marvelous job promoting the 
games and the players. 

But with all the support comes 
responsibility. A few things I saw at 
Saturday's game against San Jose 
State University disturbed me, and 
I want to suggest a few ground 
rules for supporting our Owls. 

1. When Rice is at the free 
throw line, make the Sammy hand 
signal — you can do it backwards 
like the basketball team if you want — with your hands 
held over your head. When the shot goes in, yell, 
"Whoosh!" to mimic the sound of a swish. 

This is much more supportive of our teams than 
the revolutionary power symbol of the raised fist. It is 
also the Rice hand signal used during kickoffs at 
football games and during the playing of our alma 
mater. Other schools do the fist thing already. We 
have a recognizable symbol; let's stick to that. 

2 . Although San Jose State point guard Kyle Wilson 
may not be a free-throw-shooting Brad Pitt, you can't 
make fun of someone for his looks. That's just bad 
form. As a fan of the controversial ESPN show Rome is 
Burning, I follow the Jim Rome school of thought that 
you can only make fun of someone for his or her 
actions; not looks. A player can control what he does or 
fails to do, but his looks are inherited and not his fault. 

However, there are two exceptions to this rule. 
Making fun of bad haircuts (did you see Wilson's buzz 
cut?) and players' weight problems is perfectly 
acceptable. Think back to the UTEP football game, 
when we poked fun at the "extra-large, balding" 
punter. Talk about killing two birds with one stone. 

The UTEP football game and the Stanford men's 
basketball game are examples of another method to get 
inside of the other players' heads — rag on their names. 

How can you pass up making fun of Miner 
defensive lineman Ibok Ibok or Cardinal forward Matt 
Haryasz, especially when even the announcer did not 
pronounce the name correctly? 

3 . No gratuitous swearing. Even when a player 
from the other team makes a classless intentional foul 
to prevent an easy basket, we should not swear at him 
for the rest of the game. Booing him every time he 
touches the ball is great, but I just cannot participate 
in a vulgar cheer when little Timmy is having his 10th 
birthday party one section over. 

Since we all go to Rice, and we are all smart, I 
know we can come up with a more creative cheer than 
a profanity-laced chant. Can you say, "Boston Globe"? 

4 . After all this, the most disturbing sight I noticed 
was the separation between the WilZONE section and 
some student-athletes sitting directly across the court. 

Talking to a few student-athletes made me under-
stand that they do not want to stand up during the 
whole game after a day full of hard workouts. However, 
the out-of-season student-athletes should be in the 
student section jumping and screaming along with the 
rest of us. Student-athletes have long asked for support 
from the rest of campus. Now that it is happening, the 
noticeable divide undermines the hard work of 
students and administrators to close the gap. 

All students should be together, so hopefully, 
something can be worked out with the Athletics 
Department to expand the student section to include 
both standing and non-standing areas. That way, 
all student-athletes could sit on the same side as the 
student section in a showing of solidarity. 

I hope students take these suggestions to heart at 
the next basketball game they attend. I want the 
student section at Rice to create an identity of its own 
that will transform Autry Court from a place with 
"some of the worst conditions in Division I," accord-
ing to the Houston Chronicle's Fran Biinebury last 
March, to a real "Jungle Gym," where playing at home 
is a significant advantage for our Owls. 

Dylan Hedrick is a Martel College senior and sports editor. 

J 

msm o f VmATASUKQER IS A PROU a 

I R I C E U N I V E 1 f; *Y : 

u 

a s w m 

W W ® 

ALEX SIGEDA/THRESHER 

Sophomore guard Amber Cunningham forces a Tulsa player to change her shot Jan. 17 at Autry Court. Rice is tied for second in the 
country in blocked shots per game, averaging 6.7 per game. The Lady Owls host Boise State tomorrow at 7 p.m. at Autry Court. 

Lady Owl block party heads home 
Nationally-ranked shot blockers and co-WAC leaders host Boise State tomorrow 

by Amber Obermeyer 
THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFF 

The most difficult road trip of the 
season brought out the best in the 
women's basketball team last week, as 
the Lady Owls continued their assault 
on the rest of the Western Athletic 
Conference with a pair of hard-fought 
victories. 

Rice owns a sparkling 8-1 record at 
the midway-point of conference play, 
good for a share of first place in the 
WAC. The I>ady Owls have not led the 
WAC this late in the season since 
co-leader and perennial powerhouse 
Louisiana Tech University joined the 
conference for the 2001-'02 season. 

Rice looked to avenge its only confer-

ence defeat last night at home against 
UTEP, and the I^dy Owls host Boise 
State University tomorrow in a 7 p.m. 
start at Autry Court. Though the UTEP 
game loomed larger for the Rice squad, 
head coach Cristy McKinney emphasized 
the importance of maintaining focus 
against Boise State. 

"We had one letdown, and we're 
going to try not to let that happen in the 
second half (of the conference season]," 
McKinney said. "We want to keep our 
level of intensity — that's going to be 
really critical." 

Rice will be a clear favorite against 
Boise State, as the Broncos sit just 3-6 in 
WAC play and suffered an eight-point loss 
to Rice Jan. 8 in Boise, Idaho. The 
Broncos' main offensive weapon is sopho-

more forward Jamie Hawkins — the 
2002-'03 WAC Freshman of the Year 
ranks sixth in the confe rence with 
13.6 points per game. 

Rice ' s f o r w a r d s we re i ts bes t 
weapons Jan. 29 against Hawaii, as 
senior forward Elisa Inman and junior 
forward Michelle Woods led a second-
half Owl comeback with 16 and 15 points, 
respectively. 

Rice then won its fifth consecutive 
game Saturday, dismantling San Jose 
State University 74-60 in a game more 
lopsided than the s co re indicates . 
Redshir t f r e s h m a n forward Lauren 
N e a v e s c o n t r i b u t e d a c a r e e r - h i g h 
19 points along with 11 rebounds — her 
fourth double-double of the season and 

See BASKETBALL Page 18 

Swim team hosts only home meet tomorrow 
by Debbie Miller 

THRESHER STAFF 

With the city of Houston flooded with 
visitors, the Rice swim team actually left 
town last w e e k e n d , d o m i n a t i n g 
Louisiana State University in Baton 
Rouge, La. T h e 162-126 dual-meet 
victory over the Tigers improved the 
Owls' dual meet record to a perfect 4-0. 

'She has a strong 

underwater dolphin kick 

that gets her off the walls 

quickly and gets her far 

under water.' 
— Greg Kristoff 

Assistant swimming coach 

"We were confident that we'd swim 
fast and confident that we could win," 
head coach Seth Huston said. "I think 
that put a feather in our cap, and we 
whooped up on them." 

This weekend, the Owls will challenge 

a pair of nationally ranked squads. The 
Owls will take on 15th-ranked Texas A&M 
University tonight at 6 p.m. in College 
Station and defending Western Athletic 
Conference champion and ninth-ranked 
SMU tomorrow at 11 a.m. at Rice Pool in 
their only home meet of the season. Huston 
said this weekends meets will help the 

t e a m ' s p repara t ion for the WAC 
Championships Feb. 25-28 in San Antonio. 

"There are so many ways we are 
going to g a u g e our pe r fo rmance , " 
Huston said. "We want to win our share 
of events, swim even faster this week-
end than we did last weekend, pull for 

See SWIMMING. Page 18 

W E E K L Y S P O R T S S C H E D U L E 
Where and when to support Rice Athletics 

Saturday 2 / 7 11 a.m. 

12 noon 
2 p.m. 

Monday 2 /9-
Tuesday 2 / 1 0 

7 p .m. 

all day 

Tuesday 2 / 1 0 4 p.m. 

Friday 2 / 1 3 7 p.m. 

Saturday 2 / 1 4 1:05 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

Sunday 2 / 1 5 2 p.m. 

Swimming vs. SMU (Rice Pool) 
The only home dual meet of the year. 

Women's Rugby vs. Tech (Rugby Pitch) 
Baseball alumni game (Reckling Park) 
Pregame championship ring presentations. 

Women's BBall vs. Boise State (Autry) 

Golf Rice Intercollegiate 
(Black Horse Golf Club) 
The only home tournament of the year. 

Baseball vs. SHSU (Reckling Park) 

Baseball vs. Texas Tech (Minute Maid) 

Men's BBall vs. Tulsa (Autry Court) 
Baseball vs. Texas (Minute Maid) 

Baseball vs. Kansas St. (Minute Maid) 
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Women's tennis upsets ranked foe 
by Christine Chen 

T H R E S H RR S T A F F 

The women's tennis team, 
carrying a 4-1 record, heads east to 
face 54th-ranked Florida State 
University today and No. 49 Loui-
siana State University Sunday in 
the team's second consecutive 
weekend of difficult road matches. 

The 75th-ranked Owls upset 
No. 40 host University of Minnesota 
last Saturday in the opening match of 
the four-team Minnesota Court Clas-
sic before falling to No. 14 College of 
William & Mary in the championship 
match. Head coach Roger WTiite said 
his team is confident heading into 
this weekend's matches. 

"Florida State and LSU will be 
hard opponents," White said. 'They 
both have high-caliber teams. We 
are playing them both at their home 
courts, so we'll have a tough travel-
ing schedule. As far as playing the 
teams, we are excited for the chal-
lenge. If we play solid, we can beat 
both teams." 

The lower half of the singles 
lineup had an especially strong week-
end in Minneapolis, Minn., and 
White said he hopes for more bal-
ance and aggression this weekend. 

"I-ast weekend, I felt that the girls 
at No. 4,5 and 6 singles played espe-
cially well," White said. "The top 
line-up didn't play to [ its] potential. 
Our theme for this week is to be 
aggressive on the serve. For our 
first and second serves, we need to 
deliver in more punch and more con-
trol. We should also take advantage 
of short balls." 

Senior Yasmin Fisher said last 
week's tournament prepared the 
Owls for their upcoming matches. 

"If we can be as tough as we were 
last weekend, we definitely have a 
great chance," Fisher said. "Even 
though we lost to William & Mary 
[7-0], we had a three-set match, so it 
was close. And we almost won the 
doubles match." 

Fisher also said playing in front 

of possibly hostile road crowds will 
challenge the Owls. 

'Traveling shouldn't be much of 
a problem for our next matches," 
Fisher said. "It really just depends 
on the stadium. I know Florida State 
has a lot of fans, and I guess I,SU will 
as well, so it will definitely be differ-
ent for us. I hope it won't affect us. 
The key thing for us is to play tough." 
Sophomore Blair DiSesa said that 
although the Owls are doing well 
this season, they still will not take 
anything for granted. 

' Our theme for this week 
is to be aggressive on the 
serve. For our first and 
second serves, we need 
to deliver in more punch 
and more control 

— Roger White 
Head women's tennis coach 

"At our team meeting, we came 
to a consensus that wins against 
teams ranking in the top 40s and 50s 
should become routine for us this 
year," DiSesa said. "We are going to 
work really hard against Florida State 
and LSU, but we are not going to 
take it for granted." 

Rice earned its first win against a 
ranked opponent last Saturday with 
a 5-2 upset of Minnesota. The Owls 
started off the tournament with a 
resounding doubles win. The big-
gest doubles match was at No. 1, 
where unranked sophomores Blair 
DiSesa and Lauren Archer pulled 
out an 8-6 decision against 
26th-ranked Angela Buergis and 
Nischela Reddy. Seniors Annie 
Goodrich and Yasmin Fisher swept 
their opponents at No. 3 by an im-
pressive 8-0 margin. Rice completed 

the sweep at No. 2 with an 8-5 vic-
tory from senior Karen Chao and 
junior Tracie Chong. 

DiSesa said winning the doubles 
point gave the Owls a lift heading 
into singles. 

"We got a really good start with 
the doubles, which ended up being a 
big factor as to giving us the momen-
tum for the singles matches," DiSesa 
said. "I^ast year, we didn't get to feel 
that momentum going into the 
singles. It is good to see how it feels. 
Minnesota definitely did not back 
down. They gave us a big fight and 
played really well." 

In singles, Rice took four of 
six singles points for the 5-2 final 
score. Goodrich and Fisher cruised 
through their matches in straight 
sets, while DiSesa and Chao each 
won in three-set marathon matches. 

The Owis faced a higher-ranked 
opponent Sunday, as William & Mary 
swept Rice 7-0 to take the tourna-
ment championship. 

"The score is a little deceiving," 
White said. "We were really close to 
winning four singles matches. But 
we lost one, which [clinched] who 
would win the dual match. We had a 
good shot of winning the other three 
matches, but we lost the momentum 
since the score was pretty much 
decided. Once the team score is de-
cided, we lose momentum." 

DiSesa also said the score did not 
reflect the Owls' overall perfor-
mance, because several of the 
matches were close. 

"The William & Mary match 
unfortunately the score does not ex-
actly reflect how c lose the match re-
ally was," DiSesa said. "It is hard if you 
weren't there to see how the doubles 
or Ningles could have gone either way." 

White said the performance of 
his seniors in doubles play has been 
key to Rice's strong play. 

"I am especially pleased with the 
performances of seniors Goodrich 
and Fisher," White said. "Those two 
had a great weekend and did a tre-
mendous job." 

Sid leads coed flag football blowouts 
by Jonathan Yardley 

T H R E S H E R EDITORIAL STAFF 

The first two weeks of coed flag 
football have been dominated by siz-
able talent gaps: Six of the seven 
games have been shutouts decided 
by more than 20 points. 

COLLEGE SPORTS 

ROUNDUP 

Sid Richardson has been the 
most impressive team so far, 
blasting GSA 39-0 and Brown by a 
shameless 61-0 score to lead the 
Blue League, which plays games 
Friday nights on the Powderpuff 
Field. Hanszen is also 2-0 in the 
Blue League after a 26-15 win over 
Brown and a 30-0 whitewashing of 
Martel. 

In Saturday's Gray League, whose 
teams play most of their games on 
the Nanotech Field, Wiess is 2-0 af-
ter a 42-0 blowout of Will Rice and a 
forfeit victory over Baker. 

In other action, Lovett torched 
Baker 39-0 in both teams' opening 
game, while Jones beat Will Rice 21-0 
in the second-closest game of the year. 

Jones and Wiess meet in a Gray 
Ix-ague showdown tonight at 5 p.m., 
with Brown-Martel and Hanszen-
GSA rounding out the tripleheader. 
Will Rice-Ixwett is Saturday's only 
matchup. 

Men's Soccer 
It was a busy day Saturday in the 

men's soccer league, as four games 
were played consecutively on a 
muddy college soccer field to make 
up for cancellations from the previ-
ous weekend. 

Sid Rich turned in the weekend's 
most impressive performance with 
an 8-1 shellacking of Will Rice in the 

RACHEL DAVIS/THRESHER 

Sid Richardson junior Erik Vigen (right) shields the ball from Will Rice 
sophomore Gary Sharpe in Sunday's men's college soccer match. Sid won 8-1 
to improve to 1-0 on the season, while Will Rice dropped to 1-1. 

lone game played Sunday. Sid is tied 
for the Champions Division lead with 
favored Jones, a forfeit victor over 
D>vett. Will Rice is 1-1 after a 2-0 win 
over D)vett Saturday, while Martel 
has yet to play. 

In the Premier League, Brown 
tops the table after a 2-0 win over 
Hanszen, and t h ree coll eges are sec-
ond with a 1-1 mark. Baker beat 
GSA 1-0 Saturday but lost to 
Hanszen 2-0 Wednesday, while GSA 
rebounded from its loss to beat 
Wiess 2-0 Saturday. 

In tomorrow's action, Baker faces 

Golfers set to swing 
into spring season 

by John Hanley 
F O R T H E T H R E S H E R 

After a series of lackluster fall 
performances that saw Rice 
finish in the bottom half of 
tournament after tournament, the 
golf team is optimistic about the 
dawn of the spring season. 

The Owls will host their only 
home tournament of the year, 
the Rice Intercollegiate, Monday 
and Tuesday at Black Horse Golf 
Club in Cypress. 

Rice will host the 14-team 
field that includes several Texas 
squads, including the Univer-
sity of Texas-Arlington, North 
Texas and Texas State, as well 
as out-of-state teams Notre 
Dame and Denver. 

I.ast year, senior Scott Philips 
shot a 3-over 216 to finish in sev-
enth place among 72 competi-
tors. Though the Owls primarily 
practice at Wildcat Golf Club in 
Houston, experience in practice 
rounds and past tournaments at 
Black Horse should provide Rice 
with added confidence and a 
slight home course advantage. 

First year head coach Dick 
Ellis said he hopes the Owls will 
be able to establish a rhythm this 
weekend that they can carry into 
future competitions. 

After the Rice Intercollegiate, 
the Owls will take a three-week 
break from competitive play be-
fore returning to action Feb. 29 in 
the Roadrunner Intercollegiate in 
San Antonio. Rice will then play 
three tournaments in as many 
weeks to begin March, culminat-
ing in the first-ever Hall of Fame 
Invitational March 19-21. 

The Hall of Fame Invita-
tional—which organizers hope 
will eventually evolve into 
the Masters of collegiate 
golf—will take place at 
Redstone Golf Club in Humble, 
the site of the PGA Tour's Shell 
Houston Open. Rice will face, 
among others, defending Con-
ference-USA champion and 
sixth-ranked TCU, Big XII con-
ference champion and 14th-
ranked Texas, 13th-ranked 
Oklahoma State, as well as six-

teen-time national champion 
Houston. Ellis said he expects 
the team to rise to the level of its 
competition. 

"Our team has always played 
better in the spring season than 
the fall," Ellis said. "I think our 
guys are looking forward to the 
challenge [of playing against 
strong teams]." 

The stiff competition in these 
tournaments should help the 
team prepare for the season-end-
ing Western Athletic Conference 
Championships, scheduled for 
May 3-5 in Fresno, Calif. 

Senior Ryan Morgan said the 
Owls' March schedule and suc-
cession of 36-hole days will be 
demanding, but the team is well-
equipped for the challenge. 

'Our team has always 
played better in the 
spring season than in 
the fall.' 

— Dick Ellis 
Head golf coach 

"That's why we have nine guys 
on the team," Morgan said. 

Since only five players compete 
in any given tournament, there is 
constant competition for places. 

This spring semester will be 
the last for Morgan and fellow 
seniors Scott Philips and Winn 
Smith, who have the team's 
three best scoring averages thus 
far. Philips' recent performances 
in practice have been especially 
promising; Ellis said Philips is 
currently playing the best golf of 
his Rice career. 

Juniors Frank Buttacavoli, 
Eddie Rowe and Matt Toohey 
provide experience, while sopho-
mores David Kelvin and Parker 
I^aBarge have a year and a half 
under their belts. The team's lone 
newcomer is freshman South 
Korean native Heon Young Lee, 
who transferred to Rice in Janu-
ary from New Zealand. 

Brown at 11 a.m., followed by 
Hanszen against Wiess. On Sunday, 
Lovett takes on Martel at 11 a.m., 
followed by Jones against Will Rice. 

Women's Soccer 
The women's soccer season gets 

underway tomorrow, with Ix>vett tak-
ing on Baker at 3:30 p.m. 

In the Sunday League, Sid Rich 
faces Brown at 2 p.m., and Jones 
meets Will Rice at 3:30 p.m. 

Wiess, which is in the Sunday 
I/-ague, beat Ixivett 4-0 in last year's 
title game. 
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Rice rains down on 
Wildcats, Bulldogs 

by Zach Epstein 
THRESHER STAFF 

The men 's tennis team 
continued its winning ways under 
the radar last weekend at the 
Bentwater Country Club in 
Montgomery, Texas. Attempting to 
leave Houston to avoid the Super 
Bowl hype, the 22nd-ranked Owls 
also came away with two wins against 
top-40 opposition to remain unde-
feated in the dual-match season. 

Rice arrived at Bentwater, 
roughly an hour outside Houston, 
Friday morning to take on 
38th-ranked University of Arizona. 
Seniors Richard and William Barker, 
ranked third nationally in doubles, 
got Rice off to a fast start with an 
8-5 victory. Arizona, however, 
responded by winning the other two 
doubles matches, both by scores of 
9-7, to take the doubles point. 

'We want to be able to 
win at all six positions 
and not have to rely on 
wins from the top three.' 

— Richard Barker 
Senior tennis player 

The Wildcats pushed their lead to 
2-0 by winning at No. 5 singles, so Rice 
had to win four of the remaining five 
singles matches to take the dual match. 
Rain began at that point, forcing the 
teams to move to the indoor courts at 
the downtown Met Business and 
Sports Club. The move helped the 
Owls regain their focus, and they won 
the next four singles points to clinch 
the match by a 4-2 margin. 

"Being down 2-0 — even though 
we were up in some of the other 
matches — you don't like that situa-
tion," head coach Ron Smarr said. "I 
don't care who you're playing. For-
tunately, we played pretty tough 
mentally and came up 4-2." 

Fifteenth-ranked sophomore 
Robert Searle, 22nd-ranked Will-
iam Barker, 67th-ranked Richard 
Barker and sophomore Tony 
Haerle were all victorious to clinch 
the team victory, while freshman 
Jason Mok's match was suspended 
in the third set. 

"Really, we knew we had to keep 
our heads and not panic," Mok said. 

"We knew we had strong singles 
players and that, in the end, we only 
have to win four of the six matches, 
and we managed to do that." 

Richard Barker said the Owls' 
ability to win matches on the strength 
of singles points alone is an improve-
ment over last season. 

"Having lost the doubles and still 
coming out with the win really bodes 
well for us, because last season we 
would win a lot of doubles points, 
but then couldn't even take three 
singles," Richard Barker said. "So 
being able to take four, possibly five 
singles points is really great." 

Rice returned to Bentwater Sun-
day to face 37th-ranked Fresno State 
University in a Western Athletic 
Conference matchup. This time 
around, a victory from the Barker 
twins and an 8-6 win from the team of 
Searle and freshman Ben Harknett 
gave the Owls the doubles point. 

With the one-point lead, Rice won 
four of the six singles matches to 
defeat the Bulldogs 5-2. Searle, how-
ever, was upset in the No. 1 singles 
position by Fresno State's Greg 
Shearer, falling in three sets. 

"He was a pretty good player, but 
I didn't play as well as I would've 
liked to," Searle said. "But we've got 
five matches against ranked teams 
coming up, so I've got some chances 
for good showings." 

The Owls have this weekend off 
before traveling to the West Coast 
Feb. 13-14 to face 12th-ranked 
California and fifth-ranked Stanford. 
Both teams will pose a serious chal-
lenge but will also give Rice a perfect 
opportunity to make some noise on 
the national tennis scene. 

"We have a couple groups of big 
matches this year, and this is the 
first group," Richard Barker said. 
"It's nice to go down there unde-
feated. I mean they're obviously 
worried about us. If everyone can 
win his own match and take care of 
business, then we'll be able to take 
the win. We want to be able to win at 
all six positions and not have to rely 
on wins from the top three." 

This week will give the Owls some 
time to work on their individual 
games and get ready for the grind 
ahead. At the same time, Richard 
Barker said that Rice must remain 
focused for the long haul. 

"It's also time to relax as well," 
Richard Barker said. "It's very easy 
to get burnt out, and sometimes we 
don't realize how long the season is, 
so we'll just take it slow. We've got a 
lot of opportunities this year." 

Per Night 
Plus Tax 

Not Valid 3/13/04 - 3/20/04 

Hot Tub/Pool 
Overlooking the Beach 

Full Kitchens 
Centrally Located 

Pool Table in the Lobby 

1-800-313-4626 www padresouth.com 

H O T E L 

1500 Gulf Boulevard. South Padre Island. Texas 78597 

Up 

If this isn't flag-guarding ... 
SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER 

Denver Broncos running back Clinton Portis throws a pass In Saturday's celebrity flag football game held 
Saturday at Rice Stadium. The game also featured former NFL quarterbacks Doug Flutie and Andre Ware, with 
proceeds benefiting the NFL Alumni-Kids Charities. 

S P O R T S N O T E B O O K 

TCU to transfer to 
Mountain West in '05 

Texas Christian University be-
came the latest school to switch 
conferences Friday, accepting 
an invitation to join the 
Mountain West Conference for the 
2005-'06 season. The move leaves 
Conference USA with only 
11 teams, one team short of the 
NCAA minimum to hold a 
lucrative conference champion-
ship game in football. 

Rice and TCU were expected to 
be part of a six-team western 
division of C-USA with the 
University of Houston, Tulane 
University, and current WAC mem-
bers Southern Methodist Univer-
sity and the University of Tulsa. 

TCU's departure will likely 
prompt C-USA to invite one school 
— possibly current Western 
Athletic Conference members 
Louisiana Ted University or the 
University of Texas-El Fasu — to 
complete a 12-team conference. 
The other C-USA schools are 
Central Florida. East Carolina, 
Marshall, Memphis, UAB and 
Southern Miss. 

TCU, which gained national 
a th le t ic p rominence in the 
fall due to the success of its 
football team, was motivated by 
a chance to join the Bowl 
Championship Series, athletic 
director Eric Hyman said. 

"There's no question that the 
Mounta in West Confe r ence 
wants to be a national program," 
Hyman said "This is what they 
aspire to be, and these are the 
aspirations of TCU." 

Rice athletic director Bobby 
May (Will Rice '65) told the 
Houston Chronicle that Rice is 
unfazed by the decision. 

"It was kind of anticipated over 
the last several weeks or months," 
May said. "We're excited to be a 
part of Conference USA with or 
without TCU. We're excited about 
replacing them and seeing who 
else is out there." 

The Mountain West Confer-
ence was formed in 1999, when 
eight schools broke away from the 
then-16-team WAC to form their 
own conference. Rice, SMU and 

Tulsa announced in October that 
they were leaving the WAC to join 
C-USA, with Marshall and Central 
Florida joining from the Mid-
American Conference. 

— Jonathan Yardley 

Hatfield hails new 
recruits on signing day 

Last Wednesday was the big-
gest day in college football since 
the Sugar Bowl, as recruits across 
the nation announced their 
signings for next season. For Rice, 
14 players announced their inten-
tions to play for the Owls next 
season, including seven from the 
Houston area. 

After a 5-7 season in 2003, head 
coach Ken Hatfield is optimistic 
that the recruits will strengthen 
the squad in the years to come in 
terms of both ability and character. 

"I'm extremely happy with the 
11 young men we have," Hatfield 
said. "The main thing is that 
they're all quality people. We've 
always felt in recruiting that we're 
poing to recruit character first, 
and the people who are good 
people; people who are going to 
be good teammates; people that 
care about other people so that 
we can have the best team we can 
have to represent Rice University 
at all times." 

Hatfield tried to fill out all areas 
of the roster by recruiting three 
offensive linemen, three defensive 
linemen, three defensive backs, 
one quarterback, one wide re-
ceiver, one running back, one tight 
end and one kicker. 

Although most of the recruits 
are expected to redshirt next sea-
son, Strakejesuit kicker Lukejuist 
may make an impact immediately, 
as Hatfield expects him to replace 
senior kicker Brandon Skeen. 

"Luke is an outstanding kicker," 
Hatfield said. "He's been one of the 
top 12 young kickers in the coun-
try. The highlight film shows that 
even kicking off at the 40 yard line, 
he hit several kickoffs out of the 
back of the end zone." 

Another notable recruit is 
Wichita FallsTommy Henderson, 
younge r b ro the r of junior 
quarterback Greg Henderson. 

"You can never have enough 
[quarterbacks] in our system," 
Hatfield said. "Tommy and Greg 
have been coming to our football 
camps most of the time for seven 
or eight years. He's a tremen-
dous runner, a tremendous passer 
and he has had good balance in 
everything he's done in high 
school. He's a lot different type of 
athlete than his brother. Tommy 
is probably more of a natural 
athlete — things probably come 
more easily for him." 

The defensive recruits include 
linemen Dietrich Davis, Vernon 
James and Todd Mohr and baiks 
Brandon King, Bencil Smith and 
Ja'Corey Shepherd. 

"We ended up with three 
defensive linemen," Hatfield said. 
"A couple of them remind me a lot 
of Terrence Melton (Wiess '99), 
who we hrtd here a few years 
back — extremely quick at the 
defensive end spot." 

Hatfield was also optimistic 
about the defensive backs who 
have the ability to cover receivers 
one-on-one. 

"As much as people are 
spreading out on offense these 
days, sometimes you need extra 
guys in there to try and cover 
when t e a m s send out five 
receivers," Hatfield said. "They 
always end up trying to get a 
mismatch between a receiver and 
a linebacker. We ended up with 
more cornerback types, this year, 
whereas last year we recruited 
more safety types." 

The offensive line recruits 
include Louisiana native 
David Berken, Ail-American Bowl 
selection Nathan Miller and 
Austin Wilkinson, who helped 
The Woodlands High School to the 
Class 5A Division 1 state finals, 
which was held at Rice Stadium. 

Offensive recrui ts include 
running back Jonathan Carroll, 
who runs a 4.4-second 40-yard 
dash, tight end Will Moss, who 
also l e t t e red in baske tba l l , 
tennis and golf in high school, 
and wide receiver Jarett Dillard, 
who Hatf ield said will see 
playing time next season due to 
the expected lack of depth in the 
receiving corps. 

— Dylan Hedrick 
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Men's basketball takes WAC lead on the road to Boise 
by Adam Tabakin 

THRESHER EDITORIAL STAFK 

The men's basketball team 
heads west this weekend to defend 
its first-place standing in the 
Western Athletic Confe rence , 
playing challenging road games at 
the University ofTexas-El Paso and 
Boise State University. 

Rice at Boise State 
Boise, Idaho 

Tomorrow 3:05 p.m. 
radio KBME 790 AM 

The Owls, 15-5 overall and 7-2 in 
WAC play, played UTEP (15-4, 6-3) 
last night and will take on Boise 
State (12-7, 4-5) tomorrow. Rice de-
feated the Miners81-61 and the Bron-
cos 84-68 at Autry Court last month, 
but the two teams are a combined 
18-5 at home on the season. 

"We cannot be surprised with 
how difficult a challenge it will 
be," head coach Willis Wilson 
(Will Rice '82) said. "Boise [State] 
and UTEP both have much, much 
improved basketball teams and 
have been getting the support 
at h o m e tha t they need to 
be successful." 

Wilson said Rice needs to stay 
focused, especially in road games. 

"They're going to be very 
intense games, and as we talked go-
ing into the two games 
previously with these opponents, 
they're not the same teams we played 
a year ago, and we understand that 
we're not the same team, so we want 
to take a new approach; a new atti-
tude," Wilson said. "We were able to 
sweep this trip a year ago, and for us 

IN FOCUS: 
MEN'S BASKETBALL 
Record: 15-5 

WAC record: 7-2 (tied-first) 

Last week: Crushed last-
place San Jose State 82-49 
at Autry Court Saturday 
behind 20 points from 
Michael Harris. 

What made the difference: 
Rice's post players scored 
42 of 82 points, and all 
15 Owls saw playing time in 
the blowout. 

Up next: Rice faced UTEP in 
El Paso last night and visits 
Boise State tomorrow at 
3:05 p.m. before returning 
home Feb. 14 against Tulsa. 

to be able to do that, we've got to play 
as well as we've played all year long." 

The Owls are coming off a 
resounding 82-49 victory at home 
against San Jose State University 
(5-14, 0-9) last Saturday behind 
junior forward Michael Harris ' 
game-high 20 points. Harris said 
Rice cannot be complacent. 

"I think everyone's finding that 
we all have to stay focused," Harris 
said. "Coach always tells you that 
you can't get too high, and you 
can't get too low, and when you 
start thinking you're pretty good, 
that's the enemy. Everybody's go-
ing to enjoy the win, and then we'll 
come back in and refocus on 
knowing that we're working with 
different teams, as they both 
started out conference play with 
pretty good records." 

On Saturday, playing in front 
of a crowd of 2,870 that included 
Boston Globe columnist and ESPN 
personality Bob Ryan, the Owls had 
no problem moving the ball in the 
first half against the Spartans: Rice 
had 13 assists on 13 made baskets 
en route to a 42-27 lead. 

"We talk every day about moving 
the ball and having confidence in 
each other," Wilson said. "The 
system works really well when you're 
able to get ball reversal and let 
everybody touch it, and that's what 
happened in the first half." 

The Owls did not relent in the 
second half, open ing with a 
25-2 run that covered more than 
10 minutes to extend their lead to 
67-32. Wilson said the team's 
experience kept the players from 
letting up. 

"Losing our in tens i ty and 
backing down with effort is a step 
in the wrong direction," Wilson 
said. "In years past we might have 
taken a step back. I really think we 
need to commend the upperclass-
men for stepping on to the floor 
and giving us the kind of effort and 
focus that we need to start the 
second half." 

Junior guard Jason McKrieth, 
Rice's second leading scorer at 
15.3 points per game, finished with 
only six points but also ended up 
with seven rebounds and a career-
high nine assists. 

He said finding interior players 
like Harris, senior Yamar Diene, 
sophomore J.R. Harrison and fresh-
man Greg Killings was key, as the 
quartet accounted for 42 of Rice's 
82 points. 

"I don't think anything was 
different [Saturday] — we posted 
with our offense, we look for our 
post players first, and we work an 
inside-outside type game," 

• t t i 

McKrieth said. "Everybody contrib-
uted, and everybody played solid 
minutes. From the starters to the 
bench guys, everyone was on the 
same page." 

'Coach always tells you 

that... when you start 

thinking you 're pretty 

good, that's the enemy.' 
— Michael Harris 

Junior forward 

Due to Rice's large lead — it 
reached 38 points late in the 
game — all 15 Owls saw playing 
time in a game for the first time this 

season, and 13 scored points. 
"I think it's exciting," McKrieth 

said. "Those guys practice just as 
hard as we do, but from a fan's 
standpoint, if you go to the game you 
won't see that unless you come out 
and witness our practice. Guys like 
[junior guard] Walt [Chancellor], 
[freshman guard] Artie [Culver] and 
[sophomore forward] Jason Bridges 
are all walk-ons, and it's great 
because that's their game too, to get 
minutes on the floor, and I think we 
should root them on just as hard as 
they root us on." 

Harris suffered cramps against Ha-
waii Jan. 28 but showed no ill 
effects against San Jose State, 
scoring his 20 points on 7-of-8 
shooting from the field and 
grabbing six rebounds. Harris said he 
will be at full strength this weekend. 

"I did a pretty good job of getting 

Senior point 
guard Rashid 
Smith looks for 
junior forward 
Michael Harris 
in Saturday's 
82-49 blowout 
of last-place 
San Jose State. 

MATT CRNKOVICH/THRESHER 

hydrated and loading up on fluid, 
and I've been going at it for the past 
few days," Harris said. 

The Owls return home Feb. 14 
to face Tulsa and kick off a four-
game homestand. The third game 
will pit Rice against the University 
of Louisiana-Lafayette Feb. 21 in a 
game televised on ESPN FullCourt 
as part of ESPN's Bracket Buster 
event. Sophomore forward Jamaal 
Moore, who had a resounding dunk 
on an alley-oop from McKrieth Sat-
urday, said the Owls are glad to be 
a part of the event. 

"We're happy to have a chance 
to take part in it and to give our 
fans another chance to take part 
in another big-time matchup," 
Moore said. "I don't really know 
too much about [U. La.-La.], but 
right now we're jusi thinking about 
UTEP and Boise." 

Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 

5814 Kirby Drive 
In Rice Village 

<713)432-7272 
Large one topping pizza 
& one two liter Coke® 

$8.99 

Need help with your 
f u n d r a i s e r ? u s ! 

We support Rice athletics. 
Congratulations to the Rice Baseball Team! 
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MEN S BASKETBALL 

SAN JOSE STATE 49 RICE 82 
January 31, 2004 — Autry Court 

SJSU (12-6, 4-5) 
Ta. Taylor 4-10 7-9 15 , Augustine 6 -10 3-5 15, 
Te. Taylor 1-21-33, Williams 3-12 8-1014, McGlaston 
0 - 1 0 - 1 0 , Harris 2-5 0-0 5, Gemo 0-6 1 - 4 1 , Forster 
3-6 1-1 7 
Totals: 19-52 21-33 6 0 

Three-point goals — Rice 5-10 (Woods 0-1, Single-
ton 0-1, Maynard 3-4, Cunningham 0-1, Beckler 
1-2, Inman 1-1), SJSU 1-5 (Williams 0-1, Harris 1-4) 

Rebounds — Rice 4 4 (Neaves 11) , SJSU 3 2 
(Williams 7) 

Assists — Rice 13 (Cunningham 3), SJSU 12 
(Williams 7) 

Attendance — 574 

RICE 61 HAWAII 56 
January 29, 2 0 0 4 
Stan Sheriff Center, Honolulu, Haw. 

Rice 
Hawaii 

26 
2 9 

3 5 
27 

61 
56 

San Jose State 
Rice 

27 
4 2 

22 
40 

49 
82 

SJSU (5-14, 0-9) 
Lilly 2-7 0-0 4, Brown 2-5 1-2 5. Walton 3-5 0-0 6, 
Wilson 2-4 2-2 8. Guilbeaux 1-5 0-0 2, Moore 0 -10-
0 0, Okunrinboye 0-0 0-0 0, Halloway 0 -1 0-0 0, 
McFadden 3 - l l 0-0 8 , Calvert 2-5 2-2 6 , Chandler 1-
6 8-9 10 

Totals: 16-50 13-15 49 

Rice (15-5, 7-2) 
Harrison 2-5 0-0 5, Harris 7-8 5-6 20, Gillespie 2-6 1-
2 7, Smith 0-0 6-6 6, McKrieth 3-8 0 - 0 6 , Chancellor 
1-12-3 4, Williams 0-2 0 - 0 0 , Culver 0 -10 -0 0, Kollik 
1-2 0-0 3, Okrzesik 1-1 0-O 3, Almond 2-3 0-0 4, 
Moore 2-2 1-3 6, Killings 3-4 0-0 6 , Bridges 0-0 1-2 
1. Diene 3-4 5-5 1 1 
Totals: 27-47 21-27 82 

Three-point goals — SJSU 4-12 (Lilly 0-2, Wilson 2-
4, Moore0-1, McFadden 2-3. Calvert 0-2), Rice 7-10 
(Harrison 1-1, Harris 1-1, Gillespie 2-4, McKrieth 0-
1, Kollik 1-1, Okrzesik 1-1, Moore 1-1) 

Rebounds — SJSU 19(Chandler4). Rice40(Diene9) 

Assists—SJSU 1 1 (Guilbeaux 4), Rice 23 (McKrieth 9) 

Rice (10-7, 7-1) 
Singleton 0-1 0-0 0, Neaves 1-4 0-0 2, Maynard 2-
10 3-4 7, Woods 6-8 3-4 15, Cunningham 1-6 2-2 4, 
Stovall 1-3 0-0 2, Beckler 3-9 0-0 7, Frazier 0 -1 0-
0 0. Elder 1-3 1-1 3. Inman 7-10 0-0 16, Peck 1-6 3-
4 5 

Totals: 23-61 12-15 6 1 

Hawaii (5-12, 3-5) 
Taylor 6-15 2-2 15, Abele 2-10 5 - 6 1 0 , Crouch 0-01-
2 1, MacFarlane 1-4 2-2 4, Grice 1-4 1-4 3, Sanders 
4-8 3 -311 , Solia 0-0 0-0 0, Atuaia 2-6 5 -610 , Aiwohi 
0-0 0-0 0, Lee 1-2 0-0 2 
Totals: 17-49 19-25 56 
Three-point goals — Rice 3-16 (Singleton 0-1, 
Maynard 0-3, Woods 0-1, Cunningham 0-3, Stovall 
0-1, Beckler 1-4, Inman 2-3), Hawaii 3 - 1 1 (Taylor 1-
3, Abele 1-4, MacFarlane 0-1, Sanders 0-1, Atuaia 
1-2) 

Rebounds — Rice 4 0 (Woods 9), Hawaii 34 (Taylor 6) 

Assists — Rice 13 (Elder 4). Hawaii 7 (three tied 
with 2) 

Attendance — 1 , 2 6 2 

RICE 0 WILLI AM A MARY 7 
February 1, 2 0 0 4 
Baseline Tennis Center, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Minnesota Court Classic final 

Singlet 
1. Mdih (WM) d. DiSesa (RU) 6 4, 2-6, 6-4 
2. Sherbakov (WM) d. Archer (RU) 6-2, 6-2 
3. Wei (WM) d. Chong (RU) 6-4, 6-4 
4. Boomershine (WM) d. Chao (RU) 6-2, 6-4 
5. Mowery (WM) d. Fisher (RU) 4 - 6 , 6 - 3 , 1 - 0 (11-9) 
6. Yang (WM) d. Goodrich (RU) 3-6, 6 -3 ,1 -0 (10-4) 

Doubles 
1. Wei/Muth (WM) d. Archer/DiSesa (RU) 8-3 
2. Sherbakov/Boomershine (WM) d. Chong/Chao 
(RU) 8-3 
3. Goodrich/ Fisher (RU) d. Mowery/ Yang (WM) 8-5 

MEN S TENNIS 

FRESNO STATE 2 RICE 5 
February 1. 2 0 0 4 

Bentw;. Country Club, Montgomery, Tex. 

Singles 

1. Shearer (FSU) d. Searle (RU) 6-4, 3-6. 6-2 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Krohn (FSU) 6-3, 6-3 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. Suta (FSU) 6-3, 4-6, 6-2 
4. Haerle (RU) d. Modoc (FSU) 6-0, 6 -1 
5. Harknett (RU) d. Kekez (FSU) 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 
6. Cech (FSU) d. Mok (RU) 1-6, 6-1, 6 -1 

Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Shearer/Kekez (FSU) 8-3 
2. Suta/Modoc (FSU) d. Haerle/Rajevac (RU) 8-6 
3. Harknett/Searle (RU) d. Krohn/Cech (FSU) 8-6 

ARIZONA 2 RICE 4 
January 30, 2 0 0 4 

Bentwater Country Club, Montgomery, Tex. 

Singles 

1. Searle (RU) d. Kim (UA) 6-4, 6-3 
2. W. Barker (RU) d. Lloyd (UA) 6-3, 6-3 
3. R. Barker (RU) d. O'Grady (UA) 6-2, 6-7, 6-2 
3. Haerle (RU) d. Andrus (UA) 6-3, 6-4 
5. Mrtalonga (UA) d. Rajevac (RU) 6-4, 6-0 
6. Mok (RU) v. Warkentin (UA) 6-4, 3-6, susp. 
Doubles 
1. Barker/Barker (RU) d. Andrus/Warkentin (UA) 
6-4. 6-3 

Walt McPherson Court, San Jose. Calif. 

Rice 3 6 
San Jose State 27 

3 8 
3 3 

74 
60 

Rice (11-7, 8-1) 
Neaves 5-6 9-12 19. Woods 1-6 2-2 4. Singleton 2-
3 2-3 6, Maynard 4-9 2-2 13, Cunningham 2-7 0-0 4, 
Stovall 0-0 1-2 1, Beckler 1-4 0-0 3 , Frazier 1-3 1-
2 3 , Elder 1-3 8-8 10, Inman 2-6 2-5 7 , Peck 2-6 0-
0 4 
Totals : 21-53 27 3 6 7 4 

Singles 
1. Buergis (UM) d. Archer (RU) 6-2, 7-5 
2. DiSesa (RU) d. Roddy (UM) 3-6, 6-0, 7-6 (8) 
3. Malmberg (UM) d. Chong (RU) 7-5, 6-2 
4. Chao (RU) d. Risebrough (UM) 6-3, 3-6. 6-3 
5. Fisher (RU) d. Steiger (UM) 6-1, 6-0 
6. Goodrich (RU) d. Bezek (UM) 6-0. 6 -1 

Doubles 
1. Archer/DiSesa (RU)d. Buergis/Reddy (UM) 8-6 
2. Chong/Chao (RU) d. Malmberg/Riseb'ough (UM) 
8 5 
3. Fisher/Goodrich (RU)d. Bezek/Steiger (UM) 8-0 

medium 1-topping 
pizza 8 2 cans of Coke 

no coupon required 
Deep dish may be extra 

M I ^ 
_ . . . . . . i 

*hir 
P l u s t a x 

" V, • ,' *'/' ° '> v/k' ' ' f Large 1 -toppping 
pizza 8 3 cans of Coke 

t>(os tax 
no coupon required 

Deep dish may be extra 

In The Village 

(713) 523-7770 
5733 Kirby Dr. 

Open 11 a m to 2 a m Mon. - S u n . 

Get The Door. 
It's Domino's. 

UJe also serue: 

Breadsticks Cheesy Bread 

Coca-Cola Buffalo Ulings 

RICE 5 MINNESOTA 2 
January 31, 2 0 0 4 
Baseline Tennis Center, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Minnesota Court Classic semifinal 

RICE 74 SAN JOSE STATE 60 
RICE 162 LSU 126 

WOMEN'S TENNIS 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
SWIMMING 

January 30 . 2 0 0 4 
LSU Natatorium, Baton Rouge, La. 

This week's boxscores brought to you by: 
The A-Team 
C-Dub '04: cooperation 
Motorola 
pasties 
second-degree burns 
sugar cookies 
Turkish soccer scarves 
Wayne Graham/Snickers 
Will Rice soccer 

Elder steps up 
effort against Hawaii 
BASKETBALL, from Page 14 
third in conference play. Neaves 
credited newfound confidence for 
her success. 

"I've gotten more confidence in 
myself — that was a big problem 
for me at the beginning of the 
season," Neaves said. "The San 
Jose State game was one of the 
first t imes that I went in there 
being confident, and I think it 
s h o w e d in my [83 p e r c e n t ] 
shooting percentage." 

Though Neaves has recently be-
come one of Rice's primary offen-
sive threats, she has also made her 
p r e s e n c e known defensively 
t h r o u g h o u t the season . Her 
•41 blocks already constitute the 
fourth-highest single-season total in 
Lady Owl history. As a team, Rice is 
tied for second nationally with 
6.7 blocks per game, just behind 
second-ranked Duke. 

From senior guard Lindsey 
Maynard establishing herself as 
the Lady Owls' go-to shooter on 
t h e o p e n i n g w e e k e n d of 
conference play to junior guard 
Eshombi Single ton 's b reakou t 
performance against Tulsa, virtu-
ally every weekend of conference 
play has seen a different Lady Owl 
emerge and add another weapon 
to the team's arsenal. 

Last weekend was no different, 
as sophomore guard I,atrice Elder, 
who averaged just four minutes in 
the team's first 16 games, logged 
37 minutes of total action. More 
importantly. Elder changed the 
dynamic of the games with her 
incessan t defens ive p r e s su re . 
McKinney praised Elder's intensity 
throughout the season. 

"Even though [Elder] wasn't get-
ting minutes, she was working hard 
every day in practice," McKinney 
said. "When she got a chance, she 
was able to take advantage of it, 

because she's been working so hard. 
Hawaii has a point guard who's been 
playing really well, and Latrice re-
ally did a good job against her." 

In addition to her defensive con-
tributions, Elder chipped in a ca-
reer-high 10 points against Hawaii, 
while going 8-of-8 at the free-throw 
line. Elder said her poise under 
pressure came from preparation. 

"You just always have to be 
ready," Elder said. "You just have to 
wait your turn and be ready when 
your chance comes, and that's what 
I did. Hopefully, when my next 
chance comes, I'll be ready again." 

With the Lady Owls' two main 
concerns heading into conference 
play — f ind ing a c o n s i s t e n t 
o f f ens ive c o n t r i b u t o r in t he 
absence of senior forward Johnetta 
Hayes, out for the season with a 
knee injury, and cutting down on 
turnovers — apparently solved, 
McKinney said she hopes her team 
can remain steady for the balance 
of the season. 

"We need to maintain the things 
we've improved upon," McKinney 
said. "We'd like to get a little more 
consistent and not have as many 
ups and downs." 

The Lady Owls have matured 
f rom a team that s q u a n d e r e d 
second-half leads against both 
Stanford and Nebraska into one 
that did not flinch down the stretch 
in hos t i l e e n v i r o n m e n t s last 
weekend. Elder refused to dwell 
on this improvement, choosing 
instead to look ahead to the games 
that remain. 

"Our hope is to get everything 
right, so that when it comes time 
for March, we have everything 
taken care of," Elder said. "We need 
to get ourselves in a position so that 
when we go to Louisiana Tech 
[March 4], we have a chance to take 
the conference title." 

Swimmers crush LSU in 
road dual meet, 162-126 
SWIMMING, from Page 14 
each other and step up to the chal-
lenge. If those things happen, I will 
walk out of that meet and feel we're 
headed in the right direction. 

"Basically, there are a lot more 
ways to measure our performance 
than just the final score." 

Tomorrow's meet will be the 
final home meet for seniors Toni 
Ciffolilli, Jackie Corcoran and Elaine 
Lee. Huston commended the seniors 
for their perseverance. 

"It is the last home meet ever for 
our three seniors who have been 
through it all," Huston said. "They 
have u n d e r g o n e a change in 
coaching staff, in addition to the 
trials and tribulations of swimming 
for four full years." 

Sophomore Laura Healey and 
junior Urska Ros led the team to its 
mos t i m p r e s s i v e dua l -mee t 
victory this season, each capturing 
two events. As a team, Rice won 
10 of the 14 swimming events (the 
Owls do not field a diving team) 
and took the top two spots in 
four races. Huston said he was 
pleased with the team's overall 
performance. 

"We had a huge percentage of 
season best times and even some 
who had lifetime bests," Huston 
said. "Part of it is that we haven't 
had the chance to compete as a 
team since the end of November, 
and I think LSU was just waiting 
to happen." 

The women started out strong, 
winning the first event, the 200-yard 
medley relay, with a season best 
time of 1:45.94. Lee led off the back-
stroke leg with a personal best of 
27.36. Assistant coach Greg Kristoff 
said Lee's backstroke is a weapon 
for the team. 

"Last weekend was the first time 

we've tried Elaine's backstroke in 
the relay, but we'll see it again this 
weekend," Kristoff said. "She has a 
strong underwater dolphin kick that 
gets her off the walls quickly and 
gets her far under water. When she 
can do that off the start, she already 
has a huge advantage." 

Energy soared as the women 
swept f i rs t , second and third 
places in back-to-back events, the 
100 butterfly and 200 individual 
medley. Ros' season-best time of 
55.84 led Lee and junior Kiana 
Taheri in besting the Tigers in the 
100 butterfly. 

In the 200 IM, Ciffolilli turned in 
a season-best time of 2:07.06, and 
juniors I>auren Hill and Jenny Voight 
finished close behind. Lee said the 
meet's atmosphere contributed to 
the team's success. 

"It was the most fun I have ever 
had at a swim meet," Lee said. "I was 
having a blast and couldn't sit down 
the entire meet." 

Healey dominated the sprints 
with season-best times of 23.97 and 
52.54 in the 50 and 100 freestyle 
respectively. She closed her day 
by anchoring the Owls' winning 
200 freestyle relay team, which 
scored yet another season-best 
time of 1:36.42. 

Other first-place finishes were 
Corcoran in the 500 free, Lee in 
the 200 butterfly, and Hill in the 
200 breaststroke. Huston said he 
was not surprised by the team's 
success, given their work ethic 
in practice. 

"Watching the girls in training, 
we knew they could swim as well 
as they did, but you just never know 
what's going to happen for sure," 
Huston said. "Now that we have 
the momentum, we just have to do 
it again." 

i l l 

- ;••••• v.. 

• l i 



THE RICE THRESHER CALENDAR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY G, 2004 

• 1 

I 

Idaho? Nuh-uh girlfriend. You da 
ho! 

Hi # k 
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Birthday t ime! Let's give a 
great big B-Day shout-out to 
Bob Marley, Babe Ruth and 
Ronald Reagan. Great music, 
great baseball, and ... and ... 
we have some deadlines for ya. 

Today is the last clay to 
complete late registration or 
add courses. Today is also the 
last day to drop courses without 
a fee. 

Win a date wi th Tad Hamilton! 
Wait no, I mean Rice students. 
Oh well, better than that 
horrible movie. 

Rice students raising money for 
a Honduras Spring Break Trip 
with Habitat for Humanity are 
putting on a car wash today 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at the Rice 
Police Station. Each car is $5. 
There will also be a date 
auction tonight at 7 p.m. in the 
Hanszen Commons. For more 
information, contact 
hgarth@rice.edu. 

Prepare your costumes ... It's 
role-playing t ime! 

Registration for OwlCon XIII 
begins at p.m. tonight and 
gaming starts at K p.m. in the 
Student Center. A standard 
weekend pass is $16 for Rice 
students and $20 for non-Rice 
gamers. If you bring a valid 
Rice II), you receive a 
50 percent discount on the 
ticket cost! Once you have your 
admission badge, you can enjoy 
hours of a wide variety of 
games and a really amazing 

anime room. For more 
information, check out 
www.owlcon.com. 

Calling all music majors: If 
there is a t ime to brown-nose, it 
is now. 

Come see Shepherd School 
faculty perform in a recital 
tonight at 8 p.m. in Duncan 
Recital Hall. Admission is free. 
Please contact Tom Littman at 
(713) 34H-493:} for more 
information. 

Take a shower, it is t ime for the 
hour of tower power. Say that 
ten t imes fast ... while drunk. 

The Sid Richardson College 
Tower Party is tonight from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the Sid 
Commons. The theme is Sid 
Sleepover. 

SATURDAY mm 

The SMUs are going to have 
the blues. Because they are 
going to lose. During spring 
break I'm going on a cruise. 
OK, I'll stop now. 

Rice hosts Southern Methodist 
University in a swim meet 
starting today at 11 a.m. Stop 
by and check out our ladies as 
they splash their way to a quick 
victory. 

I can feel the other schools 
trembling in fear. 

Baseball season kicks off today 
at 2 p.m. in Reckling Park with 
the annual alumni game. Come 
out and get pumped up for the 
season! 

Rice women's basketball plays 
Boise State tonight at 7 p.m. at 
Autry Court. Get out there and 
cheer for your Lady Owls, you 
know you want to! 

TUESDAY 

heard Sam Houston State's 
bullpen has about as much 
control as two rabbits on their 
f irst date. Yeah, you heard me. 

Rice baseball takes on Sam 
Houston State today at 4 p.m. in 
Reckling Park. Get out there 
because its going to be 
awesome. 

THURSDAY 

4 2 
Picture yourself ... 

Picture Yourself is tonight at 
6 p.m. to 12 a.m. in the Grand 
Hall of the Student Center. 
Come by and get your picture 
in the Campanile so you can be 
remembered however you 
want! 

FRIDAY 43 
Friday the 13th. Oooo, I'm 
scared. 

Yeah it's Friday the 13th. That 's 
kinda cool, right? Funny that 
there would be a leap month 
and a Friday the 13th in the 
same month! Wow. Come on, 
this is calendar-worthy, isn't it? 
Today we also celebrate the 
foundation of the American 
Society for the Promotion of 
Temperance in 182(S. Actually, I 
think you can celebrate that 
one. 

19 

Did you know that gun owners 
and jazz-lovers are the most 
sexually active Americans? 
Yeah, I don't care either. Hey 
deadline! 

Today is the last day to convert 
Fall 2003 pass/fail designated 
classes to grades. Hop on down 
down to the Registrar by 5 p.m. 
to do so. 

Iowa: We do amazing things 
with corn. 

Rice women's track and field 
will compete against Iowa State 
University all day today at the 
Rice Track Stadium. Stop by 
and check out some truly fast 
women. 

A red scare? Ahhhhh! 

The Rice Players will perform 
Red Scare on Sunset tonight at 
8 p.m. in Hamman Hall. 
Performances continue 
tomorrow night and next 
weekend. Tickets are $5 for 
students, $8 for faculty/staff 
and $10 for the general public. 
For more information or to 
order tickets, call 
(713) 348-PLAY. 

Confucius say that baseball 
very funny game; man can walk 
on four balls. 

Rice baseball plays Texas Tech 
tonight at 7 p.m. at Minute 
Maid Park. Come support your 
really super, awesomely cool, 
impossible to phase and 
unbeatable, men's baseball 
team! 

I 'm not a player but I crush a 
lot. Thanks Big Pun. 

The RPC crush party is tonight 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in Willy's 
Pub in the Student Center. 
Come get $2 pitchers and find 
your t rue love (or trophy 
husband) when you get your 
HUGS dating survey results. 

This sounds like a blast so 
come on down! 

HOW TO SUBMIT 
CALENDAR ITEMS 
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 

prior to Friday publication. 

Submission methods: 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
E-mail: thresher@rice.edu 
Campus Mall: Calendar 
Editor, Thresher, MS-524 

Calendar submission forms are 
available on the Thresher off ice 
door. 

Submissions are printed on a 

space available basis. 

• Free of Minimum Balance 

• Free of Monthly Fees 

• Free Check Card 

• Free IBC ATMs 

• Free Check 
Card Purchases 

*> 

• Free Bank Online 

• Free Introductory Checks 

Checking 
with Overdraft Courtesy 

®IBC 
IK 

We Do More 
www. ibc .com 

713-526-1211 

MEMBER FDIC/INTERNATIONAL BANCSHARES CORPORATION 
"Effective 30 days after account Is open ana qualified. Insufficient funds charges apply 

mailto:hgarth@rice.edu
http://www.owlcon.com
mailto:thresher@rice.edu
http://www.ibc.com
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This just in: Black atop fashion world in 2004 
Hey there all you trendy, fashionable Rice students! As any native Houstonian can tell you, there are three seasons in this 

city — early-summer, mid-summer and late-summer. So as we go through the transition from late summer to early summer (no thanks to 
that bastard groundhog) we begin preparing for a drastic change in weather. Temperatures will go up, mosquito-ridden puddles will dot 
the campus, and last year's spring clothing will come out of the chest of drawers. In preparation for this upcoming seasonal change, we ve 
asked our fashion consultant, Hottie McSexy, to tell us how to beat the heat and stay cool in early summer '04. And remember, while the 
Backpage supports the following as fashion statements for 2004, we cannot condone "inadvertently" flashing one of your breasts on national 
television, even if it is covered by a tasteful and modest pastie. Save it for NOD. 

The hottest color this sea-
son is black. Not only is black 
slimming, it also exudes a dark 
and mysterious aura. Mem-
bers of the opposite gender 
will most ceitainly say, "That 
guy/girl looks so dark and 
mysterious in that black out-
fit. And I like to have sex with 
dark and mysterious people!" 
In addition to its power as an 
aphrodisiac, black can hide 
those embarrassing Chem lab 
stains, and studies show that, 
with liberal use of Febrezc, 
you can wear a black shirt up 

to three times longer than a 
white shirt before washing it. 
So, this year, black is the new 
black. Whatever that means. 

Although it has been 
frowned upon in the past, 
cross-dressing is this year's 
biggest craze. With some of 
today's top celebrities, includ-
ing British comedian Eddie 
Izzard, lending their star 
power to the cross-dressing 
trend, it's to be expected that 
this fad will explode in popu-
larity this season. The guys 
will definitely find the feel of 
soft silk over their newly 
shaven legs to be most satisfy-
ing. There is also something 
to be said about the additional 

freedom a skirt offers to 
today's man, but in the inter-
est of the mental health of our 
readers, we won't say it. 

Hospital Gowns are in this 
year. 2004 is predicted to be a 
hot year and there's no better 
way to beat the heat than with 
this extremely well-ventilated 
garment. Both Abercrombie 
& Fitch and Gap have an-
nounced plans to release a new 
hospital gown line within the 
month. The women's styles in-
clude backless, spaghetti 
strap, low-cut for those that 
feel the need for even more 
ventilation, and miniskirt for 
those who want the comfort of 
a hospital gown in a slightly 
moie risque style. 'The men's 
line does not offer as large a 

variety as women's," A & F 
fashion des igner Maxine 
Maxim said, "but we believe it 
will be just as popular." Pro-
posed styles include both 
loose-fit and cargo varieties. 
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This season's other top 
color is pink, red's oft-ma-
ligned little sister. ITiough it 
has been said that pink is a 
"girly" color, the truly stylish 
guy can make quite a state-
ment in pink. If you're feeling 
daring, try a pink cutoff shirt 
so you can show off that 
engineer's physique. You're 
guaranteed to turn heads (and 
stomachs) with Under 
Armor's new line of pink 
sleeveless shirts. For those 

who prefer a more traditional 
look, there's always the clas-
sic pink Archi-Arts shirt. 

"If she's going to read porn, it 
might as well be about me." 
—Jones sophomore 

"Charlton Heston isn't doing 
quite as well as he used 
to —- he's got Alzheimer's 
disease — but he's still got 
his guns. Which if you think 
about it could be a dangerous 
combination." 
— Political Science Professor 
Paul Brace 

"You took $5 from me , now I 
am going to have sex wi th 
your sister ." 
—Jones freshman 

"I g u e s s I can just suck hard ." 

— Baker sophomore 

' W e don ' t have any glow 
sticks, so we ' re g o n n a have to 
improvise." 

' W e don ' t have any d r u g s 
either, so we ' re g o n n a have to 
pre tend to be high." 

— Baker juniors 

Next Saturday is Valentine's 
Day! And the Backpage 
needs your help on this most 
romantic of holidays. First 
of all, Danny is lonely and 
needs a date. Secondly, we'd 
like to print YOUR personal 
ads on the Backpage next 
week. So come up with a 
funny, desperate, parodic 
(for all the S/Es: that means 
parody-like), or just plain 
weird personal ad and send 
ittousatbackpage@rice.edu . 
And don't forget to send us 
misclass, too! 

The "There's no such thing as too many egg donor ads" Classifieds 
HOUSING 

GARAGE APT. one block from cam-
pus, hardwood floors, vaulted ceiling, 
ceiling fan, carpeted sleeping loft, lots 
of natural light, washer dryer, avail-
able Feb. 16. Call (713) 527-0505 — n o 
smokers or pets. 

MUSEUM DISTRICT. Biking dis-
tance to Rice. Thoughtfully renovated 
one and two apts. with hardwood 
floors and central air. A one-bedroom 
apt. at 1301 Richmond for $545, a 
two-bedroom at 1301 Richmond for 
$645 and a large two-bedroom, two-
bath at 4200 Mt. Vernon for $895. 
Please call Andover Apar tments at 
(713) 524-3344. 

FOR RENT: G a r a g e apt . in B r a e s 
He igh t s . Full ba th , mic rowave and 
r e f r i g e r a t o r , can n e g o t i a t e o t h e r 
app l i ances . Ren t - f r ee in e x c h a n g e 
for re l iab le c h i l d c a r e and t rans-
por ta t ion f r o m 4-7:30 p.m. week-
d a y s a n d o c c a s i o n a l e v e n i n g 
babys i t t ing . M u s t be a r e s p o n s i b l e 
dr iver with own car . (713) 665-0693 
or jkatkin@houston.rr.com. 

DUPLEX (SECOND AND THIRD 
FLOORS). Master bedroom. Suite 
with fireplace plus two bedrooms, 
one and a half ba ths , study, utility 
room with w a s h e r / d r y e r , private. 
Court, no dogs. 4321 Greeley. $1,350 
per month . Call (713) 528-0303, eve-
nings (713) 668-9005. 

M 4 
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The Owls went all 
the way in Omaha, 

and all I got was this * 

awesome jersey 

Come Monday night to see 
the unveiling of Willy's 

championshin baseball jersey. 

ONE-BEDROOM with private bath-
room, washer /dryer , ceiling fan and 
central air. Covered parking. Within 2 
miles from campus. All bills paid. In 
quiet, nice neighborhood at Shepherd 
and San Felipe. $500 per month. Call 
(713) 524-1356. 

I NEED A FREE room near Rice 3 
nights/week - in exchange for house / 
pet/babysitting, tutoring or computer 
work. Grad student tired of daily com-
mute from Clear Lake. References. 
(832) 541-9793. 

HELP WANTED 

WEST U FAMILY seeks native Rus-
sian or French speaker to help look 
after children weekend s and evenings. 
Call Tara at (713) 202-6227. 

STUDENTS ORGANIZED Against 
Rape is seeking volunteers to help 
coordinate Artemis Rice 2004. This 
concert event showcases local talent, 
and all proceeds benefit the Houston 
Area Women's Center. To get involved 
or for more information about per-
forming, contact wellness@rice.edu. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR seasonal 
l i feguards. We offer American Red 
C r o s s l i f e g u a r d c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
courses . Exper ience is a plus, flex-
ibility is a must . Contact the Aquat-
ics office at (713) 551-7209, ext. 3290 
for fu r the r details. 

FREE LASER TREATMENTS for 
acne: Looking for patients 18 and older 
with moderate to severe facial acne 
(approximately 20 lesions) and acne 
scarring willing to participate in our 
r e s e a r c h s t u d y u s i n g t h e 
Smoothbeam laser. Trea tments will 
be offered free of charge, and a $150 
stipend will be paid at the completion 
of the study. For fur ther information, 
call (713) 791-9966 and ask for Ida. 

WE ARE HIRING experienced swim 
instructors. WSI certification is not a 
requirement, but is encouraged. Flex-
ibility is the key to our summer pro-
gram. Please contact Jennifer Bunch 
at (713) 551-7209, ext. 3289. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 
2-partner consulting practice. Located 
in Galleria area. Flexible hours. Com-
petency with Microsoft Word, Excel 
and PowerPoint required. Contact Bob 
at jungmanb@toddorg.com. 

WF NEED CANDIDATES who are 
computer literate and may have a ba-
sic knowledge of tennis, previous em-
ployment at a health club or have the 
energy and desire to be successful. 
Hours are flexible. Multiple positions 
available. Please contact Eric Striesfeld 
at (713) 551-7209, ext. 3277. 

BARTENDER TRAINEES NEEDED. 
$250 per day potential. Local positions. 
(800) 293-3985, ext. 155. 

RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS needed. 
The Jones School of Management is 
seeking volunteers who are fluent in 
English with normal or corrected to 
normal vision to participate in studies 
related to development of a computer 
task for measuring social and market-
ing phenomena. The study takes about 
45 minutes and pays $8. For more infor-
mation, please e-mail implicit@rice. edu. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

$3,500 PAID: EGG DONORS. SAT 
> 1100 /ACT > 2 4 / G P A > 3 . 0 / a g e s 
1 9 - 2 9 . N o n s m o k e r s . All r a c e s 
n e e d e d , e s p e c i a l l y A s i a n . M u s t 
h a v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I n q u i r e at 
info@eggdonorcenter.com 

EGG D O N O R S N E E D E D . 21-30 
years of age, intell igent, heal thy. 
Compensat ion $3,500 and up. Con-
tac t Rebecca : (949) 940-9163 or 
www.baby-miracles.com. 

SPRING BREAK2004!Travel with STS, 
America's #1 student tour operator to 
Cancun, Acapulco and Florida Biggest 
parties, best clubs! Book your trip now! 
Call for group discounts. Information/ 
Reservations at (800) 648-4849 or 
www. ststra vel. com. 

EGG DONOR. Earn $3,000. Become 
an egg donor. Healthy females age 
19-30. Call Bethany at (513) 831-9207. 

BARTENDERS are in demand!!! Have 
fun!!! Mnkc $$$! Meet people!!! Job 
placement assistance is top priority. 
*Ask about our special student dis-
count*. American Bartending Acad-
emy, 10555 Northwest Freeway Ste. 
#230. Call now!!! (713) 688-9991. 
www.houstonbartending.com. 

ENVISION GRANTS — make your 
vision a reality! Get $200-$2,500 to fu nd 
your project. Applications are due Feb. 
12. For m o r e in format ion , go to 
www. rice, edu/leadersh ip or contact the 
Leadership Rice office. 

JANUS AWARD — $2,500 st ipend 
to explore an env i ronmenta l or sci-
ence issue from mult iple perspec-
tives dur ing the s u m m e r . Proposa ls 
d u e F e b . 12. App ly o n l i n e at 
www.rice.edu/leadership or contact 
the Leadersh ip Rice office. 

GOT 901 IOURS?Then you can order your 
class ring at the campus store. $25 deposit 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Rates are as follows: 

1 - 3 5 words: $15 
36-70 words: $30 
71-105 words: $45 

Payment, by cash, check or 
credit card, must accompany 
your ad. 

Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. 
prior to Friday publication. 

The Rice Thresher 
Attn: Classifieds 
6100 Main St., MS-524 
Houston, TX 77005-1892 

Phone: (713) 348-3967 
Fax: (713) 348-5238 
The Thresher reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising for 
any reason and does not take 
responsibility for the factual 
content of any ad. 

mailto:ittousatbackpage@rice.edu
mailto:jkatkin@houston.rr.com
mailto:wellness@rice.edu
mailto:jungmanb@toddorg.com
mailto:info@eggdonorcenter.com
http://www.baby-miracles.com
http://www.houstonbartending.com
http://www.rice.edu/leadership


RICE BASEBALL 2004 
the Rice Thresher 

BY J O N A T H A N Y A R D L E Y 

Graham has new Owls ready to do it again 
It is back to square one on 

Tuesday for the baseball 
team, which begins defense 
of i ts nat ional t i t le at 

Reckling Park against Sam Houston 
State at 4 p.m. 

The Owls may have won the 
national championship last year, but 
that just makes Rice the prime tar-
get for every team on its schedule. 

" [ T e a m s ] are g o i n g to be 
gunning for us every day," senior 
leftfielder Austin Davis said. "We 
were No. 1 a lot of last year, so 
people were gunning for us then, 
but it's going to be even worse now. 
It's going to be fun though — having 
the mark on our backs." 

Head c o a c h Wayne Graham 
has experience as defending national 
champion, since he won three con-
secutive junior college national cham-
pionships at San Jacinto College 
North from 1985-'87 and repeated as 
champions again from 1989-'90. 

"There's one really important 
thing there, and it was definitely 
there in junior college, but I think 
it's even more prevalent at the major 
college level: When you've won one, 
you know the way to the promised 
land; you know the road," Graham 
said. "It's not just perception, it's the 
truth. [Hitting coach] David Pierce 
has mentioned it s e e m s easier to get 
his point across right now, and that's 
the reason." 

'We're not really 
thinking about what 
happened last season. 
This is a totally different 
team, and we're excited 
to go out and prove that 
we deserve [the No. 1 
ranking]. 

— Phi l ip H u m b e r 

Junior r ight-hander 

Graham said he is relying on 
the returning players to let the 
newcomers know what it takes to 
win the national championship. 

"[The returnees] are strong per-
sonalities, and they've been given 
license by me — not to be physical 

with anyone, but to not be afraid to 
get in somebody's face that doesn't 
understand what we're trying to do," 
Graham said. 

' When you 've won one, 
you know the way to the 
promised land; you know 
the road. Its not just 
perception, its truth.' 

— Wayne Graham 

Head baseba l l c o a c h 

Rice re turns t h r e e pos i t i on 
players from last year's starting 
lineup — Davis, senior centerfielder 
Chr i s Ko lkhors t and jun ior 
shorts top Paul Janish — a long 
with s o p h o m o r e first b a s e m a n 
Matt Ueckert, who platooned as 
designated hitter last year. 

While the basis of Rice's success 
has been pitching — the Owls 
were second in the country in ERA 
last year with a 2.74 mark, one year 
after leading the nation with a 
2.79 ERA — defense is also a prior-
ity. Rice also finished second nation-
ally in fielding percentage last year 
with a .980 mark, but the loss of both 
playing catchers and three starting 
infielders leaves plenty of holes. 

"We've still go t three g u y s 
coming back from last year that 
started, so that's go ing to help," 
junior right-hander Philip Humber 
said. "The guys who are going to fill 
in around them look really good. It 
remains to be seen how they'll do 
against real competition, but from 
what we've seen, we're excited." 

Janish is the backbone of the 
defense as one of the top defensive 
shortstops in the country. He turned 
in at least one spectacular play per 
game throughout the College World 
Series, and Graham said his defense 
is too valuable to be sacrificed for 
any reason, even though Janish's 
pro prospects are as a pitcher. 

Joining Janish on the infield are 
several new players, but most are 
j u n i o r - c o l l e g e t r a n s f e r s with 
two years of experience already. 
Junior c a t c h e r Adam R o d g e r s 
should be solid behind the plate 
(See Pitching, Page B2) , whi le 
junior s e c o n d b a s e m a n Adam 

AT A GLANCE: 
2003 record: 58-12 

WAC record: 25-5 (first) 

Postseason: Rice swept a three-game regional at Reckling Park, 
then rallied to win the best-of-three super regional at home against 
crosstown rival Houston after losing the first game. 
In the College World Series, the Owls beat Southwest Missouri 
State, Texas twice, and Stanford two-games-to-one to win their 
first-ever national title. 

Key losses: C Justin Ruchti, C Jeff Blackinton, IB Vincent Sinisi, 
2B Enrique Cruz, 3B Craig Stansberry, CF Jeff Jorgensen, RF Dane 
Bubela, RHP David Aardsma, RHP Steven Herce 

Top Newcomers: C Adam Rodgers (Grayson CC), I B Kyle Gunderson 
(Austin Anderson HS), 2B Adam Morris (Navarro JC), 
IF/OF Josh Rodriguez (South Houston HS), 3B Clay Reichenbach 
(McLennan JC), RF/RHP Adam Hale (Bellaire HS), RHP Garrett 
Pennington (Blinn JC), LHP Josh Forester (Clear Creek HS), 
RHP Eddie Degerman (UC-lrvine) 

Head Coach: Wayne Graham (536-224 in 12 years at Rice). 
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Junior right-hander Philip Humber (left), sophomore rightfielder/right-hander Lance Pendleton (center) and sophomore 
outfielder Matt Cavanaugh (right) enjoy a laugh during practice Tuesday. The Owls begin the 2004 season tomorrow 
at Reckling Park with national championship ceremonies at 1:45 p.m. and the alumni game at 2 p.m. 

Morris and junior third baseman 
Clay Reichenbach are also expected 
to step into the starting lineup. 

The real preseason surprises 
have been freshman first baseman 
Kyle G u n d e r s o n and freshman 
util ity man J o s h R o d r i g u e z . 
Gunderson is pushing Ueckert for 
the starting spot at first base, while 
Rodriguez may force his way into 
the lineup at second base, pushing 
Morris to first. 

"It sounds like nobody's got an 
established position, but what that 
does is maintain flexibility for us if 
somebody gets hurt," Graham said. 
"That is an option that you want to be 
able to have, with Rodriguez being 
able to play in our mind solidly at 
second and solidly in the outfield." 

Morris can play either corner 
infield spot if Rodriguez starts at 
second, which could give Rice an 
extra right-handed bat if Morris 
rep laces Ueckert at first base . 
Reichenbach was a late steal for Rice 
as a recruit in August. 

"Reichenbach has looked better 
lately, and he's certainly a bulldog 
over there," Graham said. 'To get 
Rodriguez playing time, we could 
move Morris around, and that 
c o u l d m e a n that o c c a s i o n a l l y 
Reichenbach would sit." 

While the combinations are nu-
merous around the infield, first base 
has the most candidates for one spot. 
Ueckert's left-handed bat made him 
the leading candidate, but he may 
be most valuable as a designated 
hitter and relief pitcher because he 
has limited range at first base. 

T h e problem is if we could get 
enough mobility out of Ueckert," 
Graham said. "I believe he's a really 
good hitter — I doubt w e have 
anybody that's better than him. 
[Starting him] would allow us to 
have, against right-handed pitching, 
five left-handed bats in there." 

Gunderson has been the better 
defensive first baseman in the pre-
season but is unproven at the plate. 

Graham said the freshman could 
start against left-handed pitching. 
Other options at first base include 
Morr i s , s o p h o m o r e o u t f i e l d e r 
Lance Pendleton, freshman out-
fielder Adam Hale and Rodgers. 

ALUMNI GAME 
The baseball program will 
celebrate its 2003 national 
championship with a 
pregame ceremony before 
tomorrow's alumni game. 
The game itself will feature 
more than 110 former Rice 
players. Recent graduates 
will face the current team in 
the first four innings before 
giving way to older 
generations in the final five 
innings. 

Pendleton and Hale are likely to 
platoon in right field, a l though 
Rodriguez could also s e e time. 

"You've got two guys for right field 
that are both pretty much prototype 
rightfielders," Graham said. "They've 
both got rocket arms — Hale and 
Pendleton — and Pendleton runs 
extremely well." 

T h e t e a m ' s two m o s t 
established hitters—Kolkhorst and 
Davis — switch outfield spots this 
year to take advantage of Kolkhorst's 
aggressive defensive style. 

"Kolkhorst's going to play cen-
ter, because he's really assertive," 
Graham said. "He's probably made 
more good plays in the outfield than 
anybody in our history. There'll be 
some adventures out there, but he'll 
also catch some balls that other 
people don't catch." 

Davis moves back to left field, 
where he started as a freshman in 
2001. Like another four-year starter, 
former infielder Eric Arnold, now 
playing in the Toronto Blue Jays 
organization, Davis will finish his 

Rice career in the top 10 in most 
major batting categories. 

If Davis stays healthy and even 
approaches past numbers, he will set 
school career records for hits, runs, 
doubles and games played — three 
of which are currently held by Arnold. 
He also has the chance to become 
the first player in Western Athletic 
Conference history to be named first-
team all-WAC four years in a row. 

"Davis as a freshman played left 
field as well as anybody's ever 
played it," Graham said. "I think he 
won't h a v e as many p h y s i c a l 
problems playing a position he's 
comfortable in. He throws extremely 
well from left field." 

Davis' roommate Kolkhorst was 
hit by 23 pitches last year, a school 
record, on his way to a phenomenal 
.478 on-base percentage. He will lead 
off again to jump-start the offense. 

Neither Davis nor Kolkhorst was 
drafted last year, since scouts knew 
they were returning for their senior 
season, and they are expected to 
lead the new players in the ways of 
Rice baseball. Graham said all the 
newcomers, even the transfers, have 
stepped into the system quickly. 

"We have seen very little resis-
tance , e v e n with p e o p l e w h o 
obviously were coached much dif-
ferently than we coach in ways we 
don't agree with at all," Graham said. 
'There's a difficulty with changing, 
because they're older, and some of 
these habits are deeply ingrained. 
We haven't seen any resistance to 
doing it, which is a big plus." 

Despite the changing personnel, 
Davis and Humber both said expec-
tations are just as high — if not 
higher — than in years past. 

"The only way to top it is to go 
back and do it again, I guess ." 
Humber said. "But we're not really 
thinking about what happened last 
season. This is a totally different 
team, and we're excited to go out 
and prove that we deserve [the 
No. 1 ranking]." 
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I D u a k d i J M I 
Itfeapresumptu-

ous and audacious title, but 
one that has been used a lot lately to describe 
the baseball team's Big Four — junior right-
handers JeiNtemann, Wade Town send, Philip 
Humber and Josh Baker. (See Corners). 

Baseball America devoted its college base-
ballpreview cover story to comparing Niemann, 
Townsend and Humber to past collegiate trios. 
The Datlas Morning News' Tim C owlishaw wise-
cracked last month that the Texas Rangers' 
pitching staffisthird-best in Texas—behind the 
Houston Astros and Rice. 

The Big Four themselves, however, are ready 
to forget the hype and begin a new season. 

"Somebody was saying the other day that 
we're tired of going to the banquets and stuff 
and ail the celebrations," Humber, who was 
honored with Philip Humber Day in his 
hometown of Carthage, Tex., last June, said. "If s 
time to get back to what we like doing—thaf s 
playing ball — to prove it on die field." 

Head coach Wayne Graham said he has 
not decided on how he will use the Big Four, 
who can fill some combination of the three 
weekend starting spots, a midweek starting 
spot, and possible relief duty. 

Western Athletic Conference play consists 
of three-game weekend series, which tradi-
tionally feature a team's top three stariers, and 
Rice then plays one Tuesday game each week. 

"If it gets to the point where we have to win 
weekend games, obviously one of Ithel 
four guys is not going to start on Tuesday," 
Graham said, referring to saving one pitcher 
to use in relief. "If things are comfortable, and 
we're strong in conference, it's a possibility we 
could use one of those four guys as a starter 
[on Tuesdays]." 

Humber said he and his teammates are 
driven not by starting or closing spots but by 
friendly competition to be the best. 

" T h e r e ' s 
competition to 
who's going to 
be the bes t 
p i t c h e r , " 
Humber said. 
"All of us want 
to be the best, 
and that ' s 
what makes 
us strive to get 
better. It's not 
like we want 
somebody to 
do bad so we 
get a starting 
spot, but it 
does make us 
work harder." 

G r a h a m ' s 
top opt ions 
aside from the 
Big Four , 
especially early in the season, will likely 
be the three sophomores returning from 

last season, who combined 
to throw 71.2 of the team's 
629.2 innings. Left-handers 
Matt Ueckert and Colin 
Matheny and right-hander 
Lance Pendleton already 

in lu&itea action. Ueckert had arm surgery 
before his freshman season and is now throw-
ing his best as an Owl. However, both Ueckert 
and Pendleton are also penciled into the lineup 
as position players, so Graham will turn to a 
strong recruiting class for added pitching depth. 

Both Humber and senior leftfielder Austin 
Davis said junior right-hander Garrett Pennington 
and freshman left-hander Josh Forester stood out 
in preseason practices. 

Pennington transferred from Blinn Junior 
College, which also produced such recent Rice 
notables as Dane Bubela (Brown '03) and senior 
outfielder Chris Kolkhorst, and has been one of 
the most impressive bullpen candidates so far. 

"We feel really good about Pennington right 
now," Graham said. "If his arm holds up, he's 
valid. He had a small arm operation in the fall 
before he ever threw for us. But he works like a 
dog out there, and he's already been right at 
90 [mph] with sink and a good slider." 

Forester could see time as a spot starter or out 
of the bullpen and is especially valuable because 
Rice needs left-handed relievers with its four 
right-handed starters. 

Sophomore right-hander Eddie Degerman is 
another transfer, from UC-Irvine, who could play 
an importantrole in the Rice bullpen thanks to his 
breaking pitches. 

"We believe Degerman can be a very good 
setup guy, because he's got a good curveball," 
Graham said. "In the fall, he only threw about 
84 [rnphj, but a guy that can throw a curveball 
like that over the plate — I believe he can get 
people out." 

Freshman right-hander Adam Hale, who 
is expected to see significant playing time in right 
field, could also be an important asset in the 
bullpen if he can consistently throw strikes, 
Graham said. 

wtth a 2.20 ERA and 
Ho i* txprnfaxf to feature In the 

WBpPW Wl OVSIOn Mnp IpvC.V. 
also projected a* one of the top picks 
IntiteMlBdraft. 

I PITCHING 
Rice had the best pitching staff in the country last year, ftnishirtg second nationally behind Virginia 
Commonwealth with a 2.74 ERA. All pitchers return except for San Francisco Giants first-round draft pick 
David Aardsma and Steven Herce {Will Rice *03), a 17ttvround draft pick of the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Rice's veteran pitchers may have more 
discretion in pitch selection this year, while 
the two newcatchersgetusedtocalling pitches 
under Graham's system, but the catching spot 
i s stiH of the utmost importance. 

While the focus always remains on the 
Big Four, and rightfully so, the Owl bullpen 
was one reason Rice was able to win the 
national championship last year. Rice had 
m o r e p i tch ing dep th than a lmos t 
every opponent , with f o r m e r c lose r 
David Aardsma, a first-round draft pick who 
will attend major league spring training with 
the San Francisco Giants, giving the Owls a 
late-game dominance crucial to College 
World Series success. 

"I hate to use the term [closer] at the 
college level, because even Aardsma didn't 
pitch purely in a closing role," Graham said. 
"He could pitch three [innings] or he could 
pitch one, and usually you're lucky if 
you have one really reliable guy who can do 
that — I mean truly reliable, in that every 
time he goes out there, he's going to have 
control and stuff." 

Baker has been the most-talked-about 
candidate to pitch in relief, and his impressive 
spring performance and the emergence of 
Pennington give Graham the freedom to use 
Baker either as a starter or in relief. 

"Right now, Baker has thrown as well as 
anybody this spring," Graham said. "He's 
throwing better than he ever has, so that 
just opens up more options. Baker is not 
against closing." 

In the end, injuries may determine how 
the healthy pitchers are used. Rice lost 

expec ted ace 
Steven Herce 
(Will Rice '03) 
for most of last 

with 

No. 
33 
30 
20 
21 

Name G-GS W-L Sv ERA IP H R ER BB SO 
Jeff Niemann 22-18 17-0 1 1.70 137.1 96 32 26 35 156 
Wade Townsend 29-13 11-2 5 2.20 118.2 80 36 29 46 164 
Josh Baker 19-14 8-0 0 3.22 95.0 89 36 34 2.9 71 
Philip Humber 18-18 11-3 0 3.30 128.0 102 54 47 39 138 

OAvg. 
.196 
.190 
.259 
.217 

24 
14 
22 
10 
34 

Colin Matheny 15-2 
David Aardsma 40-1 
Matt Ueckert 12-0 
Lance Pendleton 13-0 
Steven Herce 10-4 

3-1 1 2.29 39.1 19 11 10 15 27 .144 
7-3 12 2.97 57.2 47 20 19 19 46 .227 
0-1 0 3.86 14.0 21 8 6 9 11 .368 
0-0 0 3.93 18.1 22 11 8 10 19 .297 
1-2 1 5.85 20.0 26 16 13 13 20 .333 

Two other newcomers will have a significant 
impact on the pitching scene but from behind 
the plate. Junior Adam Rodgers and freshman 
Travis Reagan take over the main catching 
duties from departed Just in Ruchti, now 
in the Seattle Mariners organization, and 
Jeff Blackinton (Jones '03). Ruchti was the best 
defensive catcher in the country last year, accord-

season 
an injury, 
which forced 
Townsend to 
step up, and he 
became one of 
the coun t ry ' s 
most dominant 
starters. While 
this yea r ' s 
expected ace, 
Niemann, had 
off-season el-
bow surgery, he 
has come back 
pitching with a 
steady delivery 
and is already 

throwing into the 90-mph range. 
"Baseball seasons at the college level are 

evolutionary: You either 
evolve or you die," Graham 
said. "I like to say, 'Darwin 
didn't say the strongest will 
survive. He said the most 
adaptable will survive."' 

ERIN WITTMAN/THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Junior righthander Philip Humber has 
been the most consistent Owl pitcher 
over the last two years, and his 11-3 
season last year was highlighted by a 
dominant outing in the final game of 
the College World Series championship 
series. He is projected to be a first-
round pick in the MLB draft. 

SUSHI SUZUKI/THRESHER FILE PHOTO 

Junior righthander Josh Baker quietly 
went 8-0 with n 3.22 ERA last year as 
Rice's Sunday starter and as a reliever 
In the postseason. Although he was 
named preseason first-team all-
Western Athletic Conference as a 
relief pitcher, he is expected to start 
Tuesday's opening game. 
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Head coach Wayne Graham returns only three regulars from last season—Davis, Kolkhorst 
and Janish—but has a talented group of transfers and underclassmen ready to fill the void. 
The Owls may have more depth than in years past, and the lineup will likely undergo many 
changes early in the season. Here's a look at the regulars: 

1 

Position 

C f 

Bats 

L 
Name 

Clifis kfolicUoTf 1 

Position 

C f 

Bats 

L 
2 ss R 

'Pa.u.l vT<xn«jrli 2 ss R 

3 LF L 
Austin Do-vix 3 LF L ' 

4 C R 8. Ada#* RoSicrs 4 C R 8. 
Travis 

5 DH L 
Maif* Itecfeer-f 5 DH L 

6 2B 
R 
R. 

Morris 6 2B 
R 
R. JojU Rodriguez 

7 RF L A4A*I (jftle 7 RF L 
8 36 

Clou Re«cUeiit>Acli 8 36 1 

9 L 
e. 

LAnce 9 L 
e. 16/it GimdeSSevi 

On base machine should have been the College 
World Series MVP last year for his ability to 
generate offense and his aggressive defense. 

Outstanding glove man is also a solid contact 
hitter who can bunt, move runners over and 
contribute timely extra-base hits. 

Three-year starter is one of the best pure 
hitters in college baseball and finds the gaps 
against both righties and lefties. 

Heavy-hitting transfer is expected to provide 
power from the right side and protect the hitters 
ahead of him in the lineup. 

Talented and athletic freshman is only in his 
second year as a full-time catcher but can con-
tribute behind the plate and with his bat. 

Sophomore showed off his great swing and plate 
discipline with a strong 2003 postseason and 
can also contribute on the mound or at first. 

Transfer can play all four infield positions but is 
most likely to start at second or first base; he 
should hit no matter what position he plays. 

Exciting freshman has forced coaches to find a 
place for him in the lineup with his speed, de-
fense and hitting. 

High-potential freshman has a great arm, a great 
swing and high expectations — he will also see 
time on the mound. 

Transfer chose Rice just before school started 
in August and brings tenacious defense and solid 
hitting to the hot corner. 

Sophomore struggled to make contact last year 
but has a great swing and is expected to make 
big progress. 

Freshman has surprised coaches with excellent 
defense and an adequate bat that could win him 
the starting job against left-handers. 

R I C E B A S E B A L L BY THE N U M B E R S 

65-8 2.74 164 .980 .478 .348 
Combined record of jun-

ior r i g h t - h a n d e r s Jeff 
N i e m a n n (22-1) , Wade 
T o w n s e n d (13-3), Philip 
Humber (22-4) and Josh 
Baker (8-0) in their career 
at Rice (seven combined 
seasons.) 

Rice's team ERA in 2003, 
s econd-bes t in NCAA 
Division I but lower than 
Rice's 2.79 mark in 2002, 
when the Owls won the na-
tional team ERA title. Only 
one regular last year had an 
ERA above 4.00, and six of 10 
had ERAs under 3.30. 

Strikeouts recorded last 
season by Wade Townsend, 
besting the old Rice record 
of 163 (Kenny Baugh, 2001). 
In addition to Townsend's 
total, Niemann had 156 and 
Humber 138 last season. 

Rice's team fielding per-
centage last year, second in 
NCAA Division I behind 
Long Beach State (a slightly 
h igher .980) . The Owls 
return only three starters 
in the field, so matching 
last year's defensive perfor-
mance will be a tough feat. 

On-base percentage last 
year of senior outfielder 
Chris Kolkhorst, helped by a 
school-record 25 times hit 
by a pitch. With umpires 
expected to crack down on 
hitters who lean into pitches. 
Kolkhorst will be missing a 
small part of his arsenal. 

Career batting average of 
senior outf ie lders Chris 
Kolkhorst (.3478) and Aus-
tin Davis (.3477), seventh 
and eighth all-time at Rice, 
respectively. 

Davis is in the top 10 
in five Rice career hitting 
categories. 
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SCHEDULE 

2004 RICE BASEBALL SCHEDULE 
February 
7 ALUMNI (2 p.m.) 
10 SAM HOUSTON ST. (4 p.m.) 
13 # Texas Tech (7 p.m.) 
14 # Texas (7 p.m.) 
15 # Kansas St. (2 p.m.) 
17 HOUSTON (4 p.m.) 
20 % WAKE FOREST (6 p.m.) 
2 1 % CS-NORTHRIDGE ( 6 p.m.) 
22 % ARIZONA ST. (2:30 p.m.) 
24 at Sam Houston St. (2 p.m.) 
27 & N . CAROLINA (4:30 p.m.) 
28 & NEBRASKA (1 p.m.) 
29 & NW ST. (3:30 p.m.) 

March 
2 at Texas (2:30 p.m.) 
5 TEXAS STATE (7 p.m.) 
6 TEXAS STATE (2 p.m.) 
7 TEXAS STATE (1 p.m.) 
9 TEXAS (7 p.m.) 
12 * at San Jose St. (9 p.m.) 
13 * at San Jose St. (3 p.m.) 
14 * at San Jose St. (3 p.m.) 
16 at Houston (7 p.m.) 
19 * HAWAII (7 p.m.) 
20 * HAWAII (7 p.m.) 
2 1 * HAWAII (1 p.m.) 
23 at Texas A&M (7 p.m.) 
26 * FRESNO ST. (7 p.m.) 
27 * FRESNO ST. (2 p.m.) 
28 * FRESNO St. (1 p.m.) 
30 HOUSTON (7 p.m.) 

April 
2 * at Nevada (4 p.m.) 

3 * at Nevada (3 p.m.) 
4 * at Nevada (3 p.m.) 
6 at Houston (7 p.m.) 
9 MIAMI (OHIO) (7 p.m.) 
10 MIAMI (OHIO) (2 p.m.) 
11 MIAMI (OHIO) (noon) 
13 at Texas (6:15 p.m.) 
16 * SAN JOSE ST. (7 p.m.) 
17 * SAN JOSE ST. (2 p.m.) 
18 * SAN JOSE ST. (1 p.m.) 
20 LAMAR (7 p.m.) 
22 * at Louisiana Tech (6 p.m.) 
23 * at Louisiana Tech (6 p.m.) 
24 * at Louisiana Tech (1 p.m.) 

May 
5 McNEESE ST. (7 p.m.) 
7 * at Hawaii (11:35 p.m.) 
8 * at Hawaii (11:35 p.m.) 
9 * at Hawaii (6:05 p.m.) 
12 HOUSTON (7 p.m.) 
14 * NEVADA (7 p.m.) 
15 * NEVADA (7 p.m.) 
16 * NEVADA (1 p.m.) 
18 at Baylor (7 p.m.) 
21 * at Fresno St. (8:35 p.m.) 
22 * at Fresno St. (8:35 p.m.) 
23 * at Fresno St. (3:05 p.m.) 
28 * LOUISIANA TECH (7 p.m.) 
29 * LOUISIANA TECH (7 p.m.) 
30 * LOUISIANA TECH ( lp .m. ) 

June 
4-6 NCAA Regionals 
11-14 NCAA Super Regionals 
18-28College World Series 

* denotes a Western Athletic Conference game 
CAPS denote a home game at Reckling Park 
# denotes a Minute Maid Park College Classic game 
% denotes a Coca-Cola Classic game 
& denotes a Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational game 
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The Owls celebrate with senior leftfielder Austin Davis after he scored the game-winning run in the bottom of the 
10th inning of the opening game of the 2003 NCAA tournament at Reckling Park last May. Rice beat McNeese State 
3-2 and went on to its third consecutive regional championship. 

Home tournaments, four UT matchups highlight schedule 
As the defending national 

champion, Rice will be the 
marquee opponent on 
everybody's schedule. For 

the Owls, ranked first nationally by 
Baseball America and the other 
major polls, here's the scouting re-
port on the big games this year: 

College Classic 
Minute Maid Park 
Feb. 13 Texas Tech 
Feb. 14 Texas 
Feb. 15 Kansas State 

The annual three-day tournament 
downtown allows teams to open the 
season without the fear of getting 
rained out. The biggest matchup is 
the Saturday game against 2002 
national champion and No. 8 
University of Texas, and the game 
will be televised by Fox Sports 
Southwest. Rice has gone 2-1 at 
Minute Maid Park in each of the last 
two tournaments. 

Silver Glove Series 
University of Houston 
Reckling Park 
Feb. 17, March 30 , May 12 
Cougar Field 
March 16, April 6 

The annual five-game series 
between crosstown rivals is always 
closely contested, but Rice has 
won the trophy each of the last 
three seasons and five of the six 
years it has been played. 

No. 27 UH lost most of its top 
pitchers to the Major league Baseball 
draft but returns Garrett Mock and 
Brett Cooley on the mound. Offen-
sively, the Cougars are led by out-
fielder Travis Tully, infielders Cooley 
and Stuart Musslewhite and junior 
college catching transfer Rob Johnson. 

Coca-Cola Classic 
Reckling Park 
Feb. 2 0 Wake Forest 
Feb. 21 Cal State-Northridge 
Feb. 2 2 Arizona State 

Rice hosts five teams for this 
year's Coca-Cola Classic, with three 
games each day. No. 18 Arizona 
State, a Super Regional team last 
year, and No. 45 Wake Forest 
highlight the field, which also in-
cludes Cal State-Northr idge, 
Memphis and I,amar. 

Individual s tandouts include 
Arizona State Ail-Americans Jeff 
Larish (first base) and Dustin 
Pedroia (shortstop). 

"If we have the weather, |ASU] 
will be a marquee ballgame," head 
coach Wayne Graham said. 

Crowne Plaza/Rice Invitational 
Reckling Park 
Feb. 2 7 North Carolina 
Feb. 2 8 Nebraska 
Feb. 2 9 Northwestern St. 

The Owls host another top-notch 
tournament the following weekend, 
with No. 15 North Carolina and 
No. 24 Nebraska in town. Rice has 
beaten the Cornhuskers in both 
meetings since Nebraska eliminated 
Rice in the 2001 Super Regionals. 
UNC boasts strong pitching, while 
Nebraska is a more offensive club. 

University of Texas 
Reckling Park 
March 9 
Disch-Fatk Field, Austin 
March 2, April 13 

The Owls and Ix>nghorns play one 
extra game in Austin this year to make 
up a postponement from last year. 

In 2002, UT won all three meet-
ings and the national championship. 

In 2003, Rice won all three meetings 
and the national championship. 

The rivalry has gotten better with 
each game, and the Longhorns are 
led by All-American closer Huston 
Street, whom Rice beat in last year's 
College World Series. 

UT also boasts a deep pitching 
staff and a strong lineup that includes 
catcher Taylor Teagarden and first 
baseman Curtis Thigpen. 

Fresno State University 
Reckling Park 
March 2 6 - 2 8 

The Bulldogs won two of six 
games from Rice last year and were 
picked to finish second in the West-
ern Athletic Conference by the 
conference coaches. 

Fresno State struggled with 
pitching last season and will rely 
on newcomers to complement 
returning starter Matt Garza on the 
mound. Second baseman Ryan Haag 
and shortstop Chris Patrick key the 
offense, along with freshman third 
baseman Chris Vitters. 

University of Nevada 
Reckling Park 
May 14-16 

The Wolf Pack gave Rice more 
trouble than anybody last year with 
a powerful lineup and a huge home-
field advantage at Peccole Park. 

Nevada's pitching staff remains 
a question mark, but sophomore 
catcher Brett Hayes is already one 
of the conference's best players. 
Other hitters like powerful first 
baseman Erick Streelman, out-
fielder Chris Gimenez and second 
base transfer Gabe Mayorga make 
the Wolf Pack's lineup a difficult 
one to face. 

Road Trips 
Texas A&M University 
Olsen Field, College Station 
March 2 3 

This is one of the better road-trip 
opportunities of the season, as the 
Owls face No. 21 Texas A&M at 
always intimidating Olsen Field. Rice 
has beaten A&M in their last 
three meetings since February 2(X)2. 

The Aggies lost a lot of pitching, 
but Louisville transfer Zach Jackson 
steps into the No. 1 starter role and 
A&M has enough depth to fill its 
rotation. The lineup remains strong 
thanks to Erik Schindewolf, Cliff 
Pennington, Justin Ruggiano and 
Cory Patton. 

Baylor University 
Baylor Ballpark, Waco 
May 18 

While Waco is not the most 
exciting of road-trip destinations, 
No. 13 Baylor boasts a fantastic new 
stadium that has even been ranked 
ahead of Reckling Park. 

Oh, and a pretty good team too. 
Rice and Baylor have played 
three consecutive one-run games, all 
Rice wins, since Rice's epic 
triumph in the 2001 regional. Sopho-
more righthander Mark McCormick 
leads the pitching staff along with 
Trey Taylor and closer Zane Carlson. 
On offense, the Bears are led by 
Michael Griffin and Josh Ford. 

RECKLING PARK PROMOTIONS 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 10 
Feb. 20 
Feb. 27 
Feb. 29 
March 5 
March 7 
March 9 
March 22 
March 27 
March 28 
April 9 
April 10 
April 11 
April 16 
April 17 
April 18 
April 20 
May 16 
May 28 
May 29 
May 30 

Alumni 
Sam Houston St. 
Wake Forest 
North Carolina 
Northwestern St. 
TSU-San Marcos 
TSU-San Marcos 
Texas 
Hawaii 
Fresno State 
Fresno State 
Miami (Ohio) 
Miami (Ohio) 
Miami (Ohio) 
San Jose State 
San Jose State 
San Jose State 
Lamar 
Nevada 

Louisiana Tech 
Louisiana Tech 
Louisiana Tech 

National Championshipceremonies 
Opening Day ceremonies 
Coca-Cola Fan Frenzy Day 
Crowne Plaza Getaway Day 
Let's Go Rodeo 
25-cent Popcorn Night 
Stucchi's Ice Cream Sunday 
Everyone's InternetTradingCard Day 
Stucchi's Ice Cream Sunday 
Sterling Bank Kids Cap Day 
Louisville Slugger Mini Bat Day 
'80s Friday Night Fever 
Austin Press Poster Day 
Goodson Auto Kids Easter Egg Hunt 
Roberts Elementary Baseball Bash 
Kids Take Over the Park 
Wayne Graham Bobblehead Day 
25-cent Hot Dog Night 
Stucchi's Ice Cream Sunday 
Chronicle 'A' for Admission Night 
Fan Appreciation Day 
Senior Day 
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